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Neeraj Chopra's VEL Sports Management
signs Asian Games medallist Pooja

Govt Approves 17,24 Crore for

New Industrial Estate in Ganderhal
Barsoo project to strengthen
industrial infrastructure, attract

“Languages, Folklore and Traditions
Shape a Region’s Identity”: LG Sinha

investment and generatejobs:
Omar Abdullah

LG lays foundation stone of University of Jammu’s
Kashmir Chapter of Centre for Regional Studies

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

SRINAGAR,OCTOBER28: The Jammu
and Kashmir Government has accorded
administrative approval for the
development of anew Industrial Estate
at Barsoo in Ganderbal district at an
estimated cost of 1724 crore, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah said on
Wednesday. The project aims to
strengthen industrial infrastructure,
attract investment, encourage
entrepreneurship and create employment
opportunities for local youth. The
proposed estate will be equipped with
essential modern facilities to support
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LG Manoj Sinha Allocates

Portfolios to Eight Ministers
Deputy CM Gets PWD, Industries ;
Sagar Gets Revenue, Power ; Sakeena
Itoo Health, Social Welfare

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28:
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha
onWednesday allocated portfolios
to eight ministers in Jammu and

“J&K's Young Athletes
Reflect Growing Sportin
Potential”’ : Omar Abhdulla

Wushu, Taekwondo teams clinch overall
trophies at 70th National School Games
HT NEWS NETWORK

the Jammuand Kashmir Wushu
and Taekwondo teams for
winning the Overall Team

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28:
ChiefMinister Omar Abdullah
on Wednesday congratulated
Jammu and Kashmir’s Wushu
and Taekwondo teams for
winning the overall team
trophies in both disciplines at
the 70th National School Games
hosted at the Government
College of Physical Education,
Ganderbal. The teams secured
22 medals, including five gold,
five silver and 12 bronze, with
Taekwondo contributing 14
medalsand Wushu eight. Omar

the establishment of industrial units
and promote sustainable economic
growth in the region.The Jammu and
Kashmir Government has accorded
administrative approval for the
development of anew Industrial Estate
at Barsoo in
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SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on Wednesday
laid the foundation stone of the Kashmir
Chapter of the University of Jammu'’s
Centre for Regional Studies, Culture,
Dialects and Emotional Intelligence,
describing the initiative as a significant

step towards preserving Jammu and
Kashmir’s diverse linguistic, cultural
and intellectual heritage. He said the
Centre would strengthen cultural,
historicaland humanconnectionsthrough
manuscript preservation, digital archives,
linguisticmapping and interdisciplinary
research, while
PO MORE ONP 02]

Kashmir, with Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Kumar Choudhary assigned
Public Works (R&B), Industries and
Commerce, Labourand Employment,
and Skill Development. Ali
Mohammad Sagar has been given
Revenue, Power Development, Law,

Justice and
224 MORE ONP02)

said the achievementreflected
the dedicationof youngathletes
andreaffirmedthegovernment’s
commitment to strengthening
sports infrastructure and
promotingsporting excellence
across the Union Territory.
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today congratulated

Trophy in both disciplines at
the 70th National School Games
hosted at the Government
College of Physical Education,
Ganderbal.Jammuand Kashmir

delivered an impressive
performance,
D29 MOREONP02

WularLakeFaces Ecological
Decline, Fishermen Struggleto

SustainLivelihoods
Encroachment, pollution andsiltation threaten

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

“NCWill Split,Omar Government

WillCollapse’: SunilSharma
LoP alleges cabinet expansion has exposed internal
divisions; denies BJP approaching disgruntled legislators

towards a split and that the Omar

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

BJP Gears Up for‘‘Mission 2027",
AmitShahto Review UP Poll Strategy
State executive committee to meetin Lucknow

on October 30-31 amid organisational challenges
party's state executive committee is

Abdullah-led government would

scheduled in Lucknow on October 30

wetland’s flood-buffering capacity and traditional fisheries
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BANDIPORA, OCTOBER 28 :
Waular Lake, one of Kashmir’s most
important freshwater ecosystems
and anatural buffer against floods,
is facing mounting ecological
pressuresasencroachment, siltation,
pollutionand declining fish catches
threatenits environmental health
and traditional livelihoods. The
Comptroller and Auditor General
has flagged the shrinking water
spread and shortcomings in

T

runoff, solid waste and sediment
from degraded catchment areas
continue to affect the wetland.
Fishermen report falling catches
and declining incomes, raising
concerns over the future of
communities dependent onfishing
and water chestnut collection.
Although restoration measures
have beenundertaken, expertsand
environmental advocates stress
the need for sustained actionagainst
encroachment, pollution and
destructive fishing practices,

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28 :Leader
of OppositionSunil SharmaonWednesday
claimed that the National Conference
was facing internal divisions
that could eventually lead
to asplitin the party and
the collapse of the Omar
Abdullah-led
government. Referring
to the recent Cabinet
expansion, Sharma
alleged that resentment
among some leaders over
ministerial appointments had
exposed dissatisfaction within the
ruling party. He denied allegations that
the BJP had approached disgruntled
National Conference legislators,
maintaining that his party had no
intentionofinterferinginthe NC'sinternal
affairs. His claims remain political
assertions, with no formal split in the
ruling party established. ): Leader of
Opposition and senior BJP leader Sunil
Sharma on Wednesday claimed that
the National Conference was heading

eventually collapse, alleging that
Tuesday's cabinet expansion had brought

longstanding internal differences
within the ruling party into
the open.

Speaking to
reporters, Sharma said

dissatisfactionamong
a section of National
Conferenceleadershad
becomevisible following
the induction of new
ministers, withsome party
members allegedly
questioning the dominance of one
family in the organisation.

"I have already said there are
cracks within the National Conference.
Those cracks are now becoming visible.
We are waiting to see when they widen
further," Sharma said, according to
Kashmir News Service (KNS).

He claimed that a dissatisfied
group withintheruling party had been
raising objections

o2 MORE ONP 02

LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 28 (UNI): The
Bharatiya Janata Party has intensified
preparations for the 2027 Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections, with
its state executive committee
scheduled tomeetin Lucknow on
October30and31inthe presence
ofUnion Home Minister Amit Shah
and senior partyleaders, including
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.
The meetingis expected toreview
organisational preparedness,
electoral responsibilities, the
performance of sitting MLAs and

and 31.
The two-day visit of union Home

strategies to strengthen
coordination between the party
organisationand elected representatives.
The BJP also faces challenges related to
worker dissatisfaction, local public
engagement, reservation issues and
youth concerns as it prepares for the
crucial electoral contest. The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has intensified
organisational activities in preparation
forthe 2027 assembly elections in Uttar
Pradesh.Inthisregard,ameeting of the

and Cooperation Minister Amit Shahis
considered significant for this meeting,
Senior party leaders, including Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, BJP National
President Nitin Nabin, State President
PankajChaudhary, Deputy Chief Ministers
KeshavPrasad Mauryaand Brajesh Pathak,
will attend the meeting.The meetingis
expected to discuss preparations for
the upcoming

224 MORE ONP 02

conservation management, while
untreated sewage, agricultural

alongside
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A Salute to Dedicated
Healthcare

M.H. Bukhari Appreciates Dr Amina
and GMC Handwara
express my heartfelt gratitude to Dr Amina of the
Department of Ophthalmology, GMC Handwara, for
her exceptional skill, professionalism and dedication
in successfully performing my surgery. Her reassuring
approach and compassionate care gave me confidence,
and my recovery is progressing well.
1 also sincerely appreciate the nursing staff and supporting
team for their kindness and dedicated postoperative care.
The cleanliness and orderly management of the postoperative
ward, along with the effective vigilance of the security staff,
are commendable.

However, I request the hospital administration and district
authorities to address minor washroom leakages and ensure
proper sanitation and adequate staffing to safeguard
patients’ health and comfort.

My sincere thanks to the entire team at GMC Handwara
for their commendable service. I hope the concerned
authorities will take the necessary steps to address

these issues promptly.
!,

“National Conferencels
United; Differences of Opinion
Are Natural’: Sakina Itoo

Minister dismisses rebellion talk
following Cabinet expansion; says leaders
can serve in different capacities

M.H. Bukhari

HTNEWSDESK /AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28
: Senior National Conference
leader and Cabinet Minister
Sakina Itoo on Wednesday
dismissed reports of dissent
andrebellion within the ruling
party following the recent
Cabinet expansion, asserting
thatdifferences of opinion were
naturalinapolitical organisation
functioning like a family.
Responding to reports of
resentment among senior
leaders Mubarak Guland Abdul

exclusion from ministerial
positions, she said party
members had the democratic
right to express their views but
such differences should not be
mistaken for a division. The
expansion saw AliMohammad
Sagar, Shamima Firdous, Mir
Saifullahand AltafAhmadKaloo
inducted into the Council of
Ministers, taking its strength
to the maximum permissible
nine, including the Chief
Minister. : Senior National
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Majeed Larmi over their @8

Conference leader and Cabinet
Minister Sakinaltoo Wednesday
ruled outanydissentorrebellion
withintherulingparty following

the recent Cabinet expansion,
maintaining that the National
Conferenceislike afamilywhere
members may have different
opinions but remain united.

Responding to questions
about reported resentment
among senior party leaders,
including Mubarak Gul and
Abdul Majeed Larmi, over their
exclusion from
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GovtApproves 17

Ganderbal district at an estimated cost of
Rs 17.24 crore, in a move aimed at expanding
industrial infrastructure and creating
employment opportunities.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said the
projectwould contribute towards strengthening
theindustrial sector and opening new avenues
forinvestment and employment across Jammu
and Kashmir.

The proposed Industrial Estate will be
developed with modern infrastructure and
essential facilities to provide a conducive
environment for entrepreneurs and industrial
units.

The project is expected to encourage
industrialinvestment, facilitate the establishment
of new enterprises and generate employment
opportunities for local youth.

The Chief Minister said the initiative forms
part of the government's efforts to promote
sustainable industrial growth and strengthen
economicdevelopmentin Jammuand Kashmir.

The development of the Industrial Estate
atBarsooisalso expected to provide additional
infrastructure forindustrial activity in Ganderbal
district, supporting entrepreneurship and
economic opportunities in the region. (KNS)

‘Languages, Folklore

promoting emotional intelligence, ethical
awareness and human-centred development
inaneraofrapid technological transformation.

The Lieutenant Governor, ShriManoj Sinha
today laid the foundation stone of the Kashmir
Chapter of the Centre for Regional Studies,
Culture, Dialects and Emotional Intelligence
of the University of Jammu.

Addressing the gathering, the Lieutenant
Governor said that the Centre represents a
unique and forward-looking confluence of
regional studies, culture, dialectsand emotional
intelligence. Highlighting therich civilisational
heritage of Jammu Kashmir, the Lieutenant
Governor said that the initiative would
strengthen cultural, historical and human
connections while preserving the region’s
diverse intellectual and linguistic traditions.

The Lieutenant Governor observed thata
regioncannotbe understood through geography
alone.

“Languages, folklore, cultural practices,
arts, faith, traditions and lived experiences
together shape the identity of a place. The
integration of regional knowledge with
emotional intelligence would form the soul
of the new Centre and help create a deeper
understanding of society and the people,” he
said.

The Lieutenant Governor observed that
the Centre’s wide-ranging objectives, including
preservation of manuscripts, creation of digital
archives, linguistic mapping, ethnographic
studies, research on pilgrimage and tourism,
mountainecology, local entrepreneurship and
fellowships for young scholars, are unique
endeavours by the University. He said such
initiativeswould contribute tobuildinga shared
repository of knowledge for future generations.

The Lieutenant Governor also underlined
4 keyfactors that make sucha Centre relevant
incontemporary times. First, the need tobalance
global connectivity with local identity, the
urgency of preserving endangered languages
and knowledge systems, the importance of
interdisciplinary approaches to complex
challenges, and the growing recognition of
emotional well-being in education. He said
that while technology s transforming societies,
the preservation of cultural roots and human
values remains equally important.

Speaking on the role of universities in the
ageofrapid technological change and artificial
intelligence, the Lieutenant Governor said that
emotional intelligence and technological
capability complement each other. He stressed
that future-ready institutions must encourage
continuous learning, adaptability, ethical
awareness and multidisciplinary collaboration.

The Lieutenant Governor also noted that
the main Centre at Jammu University's campus
in Jammu and its Kashmir Chapter have the
potential to emerge as a model institution for
research, contributing to knowledge creation,
cultural preservation and human-centred
development while enhancing the global
standing of the universities of Jammu Kashmir.

Prof.UmeshRai, Vice-Chancellor, University
of Jammu; Shri Anshul Garg, Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir; Dr Neelu Rohmetra,
DeanResearch Studies; Dr.Guneet Singh Sudan,
Director Sub Office Kashmir, Prof. Sangita
Gupta, Dean, Planning & Development, and
facultymembersof University ofammuattended
the foundation day ceremony.

Dr.GV Sundeep Chakravarthy, SSPSrinagar;
Shri Jatin Kishore, Deputy Commissioner
Budgam; Ms. Shruti Awasthi, Regional Director,
IGNCA, senior officials of civil and Police
Administration were also present.

LGManojSinha

Parliamentary Affairs, DMRRR and Election
Department, while Sakeena Masood Itoo will
oversee Health and Medical Education and
Social Welfare. Javed Ahmad Rana has been
allocated FCS&CA, Tribal Affairs and Transport;
Javid Ahmed Dar, Agriculture Production,
Finance, Miningand Cooperatives; Mir Saifullah,
Planning, Developmentand Monitoring, Culture,
Youth Servicesand Sports,and ARI& Trainings;
Shamim Firdous, School Education, Higher
Education, Jal Shakti,and Forest, Ecology and
Environment; and Altaf Ahmad Wani, Rural

@® 00 @

Developmentand PanchayatiRaj. The allocation
was notified through Order No. 1690-JK(GAD)
of 2026, dated October 28. Departments not
assigned to any minister will remain with the
Chief Minister.

‘1§K's Young

winning 22 medals across the two
disciplines. In Taekwondo, held from October
22t026,the teamsecured 14 medals, including
four gold, three silver and seven bronze. In
Wushu, held from October 15 to 19, the team
bagged eight medals, comprising one gold,
two silver and five bronze.

The Chief Minister had inaugurated the
70th National School Games on October 15.
The event brought together over 1,300 young
athletes from 23 States and Union Territories,
providing a platform for emerging sporting
talent from across the country.

Congratulating the young champions, Omar
Abdullah said their achievements reflected
JammuandKashmir's growing sporting potential
and the dedication and hard work of its young
athletes. He reaffirmed the Government'’s
commitment to strengthening sports
infrastructure and promoting sporting
excellence across Jammu and Kashmir.

The 70th National School Games were
organised by the Directorate of Youth Services
and Sports, J&K, under the aegis of the School
Games Federation of India (SGFI).

assembly elections, the state of the
organisation,and the party's political challenges
inthe state. union ministers, state government
ministers, MPs, MLAs, and state executive
committee members will also participate.

Amit Shah is expected to review
organisational preparations with party officials.
During this meeting, discussions are expected
totake place onorganisational activismat the
stateand districtlevels, the allocation of electoral
responsibilities, and future strategies. The
meeting is also expected to discuss the
performance of current MLAs and their report
cards. The party faces the challenge of
strengthening coordination between the
organisationand public representatives before
the upcoming elections. Issues such as the
activity of workersinvariousareas, local public
engagement,and the discharge of organisational
responsibilities are also likely to be central to
the discussions.

Amit Shah is considered a key strategist
forthe BJP withadeep understanding of Uttar
Pradesh politics and electoral conditions.
Therefore, his visit is considered crucial for
preparations for Mission 2027. However, its
direction will become clear only after the
detailed agenda and potential decisions of the
meeting are revealed. Amidst the election
preparations in the state, the BJP also faces
the challenge of managing workers'
dissatisfactionand social dynamics. Complaints
of dissatisfaction with the performance of
MLAs are reportedly being raised in meetings
held at various party levels.

A section of party workers alleges that
newcomers and leaders from other parties
have been given more importance in the
organisation thanolder, experienced workers.
In addition, the party may need to exercise
political cautionregardingissues such as UGC,

reservations,and youthdiscontent. The reactions
of various groups to these issues and local
circumstances may play a role in shaping the
strategy for the upcoming elections. It is
noteworthy that the BJP's last state executive
committee meeting was held in Lucknow on
July 14, 2024. At the meeting, then-National
President JP Nadda and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath discussed upcoming political
challenges and organisational preparations.

Now, with the 2027 assembly elections in
mind, the party faces the challenge of
implementing that strategy and activating the
organisation to meet the electoral needs.
Meanwhile, several leaders from Uttar Pradesh
have been givenresponsibilities in the national
organisation of the Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha. Nikhil Mani Tiwari from Deoria and
Harshvardhan Singh from Ayodhya have been
appointed National General Secretaries. Nikhil
Mani Tiwari was previously the President of
the Awadh region of the Yuva Morcha, while
Harshvardhan Singh held the position of State
General Secretary. Vineet Vats Tyagi of Meerut
has been appointed National Treasurer. He
was previously the State Office Incharge of
the YuvaMorcha. ShaktiSingh of Mau, Shailendra
Maurya of Prayagraj, and Satendra Awana of
Noida have alsobeen appointed to the National
Executive Committee.

A senior BJP official stated that these
appointments have increased the participation
of Uttar Pradesh leaders in the national
organisation of the Yuva Morcha. Considering
the State Executive Committee meeting and
the organisational changes within the Yuva
Morchatogether, the BJPis working toactivate
the organisation, assign new responsibilities,
and accelerate election preparations ahead of
the upcoming assembly elections.

“NCWillSplit

to what he described as dynastic control.

"There is a dissatisfied group which
has been repeatedly saying that family rule
and dynastic politics will not work. After
yesterday's oath ceremony, that dissatisfaction
has started coming out through statements
and protests from different places," he said.

The BJP leader maintained that the
developments following the cabinet expansion
supported his earlier assessment of internal
divisions within the National Conference.

"The party is divided. Just wait and
watch. The party will splitand the government
will also fall.Thave said this before, and things
are movinginthatdirection,” Sharma claimed.

Asked about allegations of lobbying
within the National Conference over ministerial
positions, Sharmasaid he was notina position
to comment on the party's internal decision-
making.

"l am not an expert on the National
Conference.lhave not done aPhD on the party
to know everything happening inside it," he
remarked.

However, he reiterated his claim that
the ruling party was facing internal difficulties.

Responding to suggestions that the
BJPhad approached several National Conference
legislators following the cabinet expansion,
Sharmarejected the allegation and questioned
why his party would intervene in what he
described as an internal dispute.

"Why would the BJP approach them?
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[ have already said that the BJP is not going
toformagovernment. Why should weinterfere
in their internal fight? Let them deal with it
themselves," he said.

When asked directly whether he had
approached any legislators, Sharmaresponded
by asking reporters whether there was any
evidence that he had done so.

He maintained that the BJP had no
reason to involve itself in the National
Conference's internal affairs.

The remarks come a day after four
National Conference legislators were inducted
into the Council of Ministers, an expansion
that has also generated discussion over the
exclusion of several senior party leaders who
hadbeen considered contenders for ministerial
positions.

Sharma’s claims of an impending
split or collapse of the government remain
political assertions, with no formal break in
the National Conference established by his
remarks.

The National Conference had not
immediately responded to Sharma's latest
statements. (KNS)

WularLakeFaces

scientific monitoring, catchment
conservation and community participation
to protect Wular’s ecological and economic
importance.

Waular Lake, one of Kashmir’s most
important freshwater ecosystemsand anatural
buffer against floods, is facing mounting
ecological pressures, with encroachment,
siltation, pollution and declining fish catches
threatening both its environmental health
and the livelihoods of communities dependent
on its waters.

The Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG), in its audit of lake conservation and
management inJammuand Kashmir, flagged
the shrinking water spread of Wular Lake,
attributing the deterioration to encroachments
along its periphery and the accumulation of
silt. The audit also pointed to shortcomings
in conservation planning and the need for
stronger monitoring and restoration measures.

Pollution remains another major concern.
Untreated sewage entering the Jhelum and
agricultural runoff carrying fertilisers and
pesticides have been identified as threats to
water quality. Solid waste and excessive aquatic
vegetation further affect the lake’s ecosystem,
while sediment flowing from degraded
catchment areas continues toreduce its depth
and water-holding capacity.

The deterioration is also affecting
traditionallivelihoods. Fishermen havereported
declining catches, reduced earnings and
growing difficulty navigating shallow, weed-
chokedstretchesofthe lake, Families dependent
onfishingand the collection of water chestnuts
and other aquatic produce face increasing
uncertainty as traditional sources of income
weaken.

Recentreports have highlighted the sharp
declinein fish catches and concerns over the
loss of indigenous fish species. Fishermen
and environmental advocates have alsoraised
concerns about illegal encroachments,
unregulated sand extractionand destructive
fishing practices, including the alleged use
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of electric shocks to catch fish.

The ecological condition of Wular has
implications beyond fishing communities.
The lake plays an important role in storing
excess water from the Jhelum and helping
regulate flood flows in the Valley. Reduced
water-holding capacity and continued
degradation could weaken this natural
protection.

Restoration work, including desilting and
the removal of willow plantations and invasive
vegetation, has been undertaken by the Wular
Conservation and Management Authority.
However, environmental reportingindicates
that these interventions face continuing
challenges from fresh silt deposits, upstream
degradation and pollution entering the lake.

The challenge is therefore not limited to
clearing vegetation or increasing the area of
open water. Sustained restoration requires
effective protection against encroachment,
control of pollution at its source, catchment
conservation, scientific monitoring of water
quality and fish populations, and meaningful
participation of local communities.

For fishermen whose families have
depended on Wular for generations, ecological
restoration and livelihood protection are
closely linked. Without a healthier lake and
asustainable fisheries system, conservation
effortsriskfalling short of securing the wetland’s
long-term future. [KNT]

“NationalConference

the expanded Council of Ministers, Sakina
Itoo sought to downplay the controversy,
saying differences of opinion should not be
mistaken for divisions within the party.

She maintained that the National
Conference remains united and thatits leaders
and legislators continue to work for the party
irrespective of the responsibilities assigned
to them

Itoo said party members have every
democratic right to express their views and
grievances, adding that such expressions
should not necessarily be interpreted as
protests against the leadership.

Her remarks come amid reports of
dissatisfaction among some senior National
Conference legislators following Tuesday's
Cabinetexpansion, which saw AliMohammad
Sagar, Shamima Firdous, Mir Saifullah and
Altaf Ahmad Kaloo inducted as ministers in
the Omar Abdullah-led government

Senior leader Mubarak Gul's exclusion
prompted protests by his supporters at the
National Conference headquartersin Srinagar,
while Abdul Majeed Larmi publicly expressed
disappointment over not being considered
for a ministerial berth despite his seniority
and long association with the party.

Gulwas subsequently appointed general
secretary of the National Conference.

Seeking to put the controversy to rest,
Sakina Itoo maintained that ministerial
positions are not the only opportunities
available to party leaders, who can continue
serving the organisation and the public in
different capacities.

The Cabinet expansion has brought the
Omar Abdullah-led Council of Ministers to
its maximum permissible strength of nine,
including the Chief Minister. [KNT]
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Sakeena Itoo inaugurates newly constructed
Administrative Block at Women’s College Srinagar

Emphasises on quality education, |mproved infrastructure, student-centric facilities

" \"

H HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28: Minister for
Education, Social Welfare, Health & Medical
Education, Sakeena Itoo today inaugurated
the newly constructed Administrative Block
at Government Women's College, M.A. Road
here, marking a significant step towards
strengthening the institutional infrastructure
of the prestigious women's educational
institution.Speaking on the occasion, the
Minister underscored the importance of
strengthening educational infrastructure
alongside academic excellence, stating thata
well-equipped institutional environment is
essential for the effective delivery of education
and the overall development of students.

“Government’s endeavouris to ensure that
educational institutions across Jammu and
Kashmir have the necessary infrastructure
and facilities to provide quality education in
aconducive and student-friendly environment.
Strengthening the infrastructure of colleges
is not merely about creating physical assets;
it is about improving the overall academic
ecosystem and enabling our institutions to
function more effectively”, the Minister said.

The Minister observed that women’s
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education holds a pivotal place in the
government’s vision of an inclusive and
progressive society, emphasising that
educational institutions must provide young
womenwithopportunities toexcelacademically,
develop their potential and prepare themselves
for greater responsibilities in society.

“Empowering women through quality
educationremains one of our foremost priorities.
Our colleges must serve as centres of learning,
confidence-building and excellence, where
youngwomenare equipped withthe knowledge,
skills and opportunities required to shape
their future and contribute meaningfully to
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society”, she remarked.

The Minister further stressed the need for
educational institutions to focus on continuous
improvement ininfrastructure,administrative
efficiency and the quality of academicservices.
She called for sustained efforts to ensure that
the facilities created in educationalinstitutions
are utilised effectively and contribute to a
better experience for students as well as staff.

Reiterating the government’s commitment
tostrengthening the higher education sector,
the Minister highlighted that concerted efforts
arebeing made toimprove institutional facilities
and create an enabling environment that
supports academic growth, innovation and
the holistic development of students.

The Minister expressed hope that the newly
inaugurated facility would contribute to more
efficientadministrative operations and further
strengthen the academic and institutional
environment at this prestigious institution.

Principal, Government College for Women,
Dr. Yasmeen Farooq; Secretary in Higher
Education, Shafqat Igbal; Nodal Principal
(Kashmir division colleges), Dr. Seema Naz;
other senior officers of Higher Education
department and faculty membersof the college
were also present on the occasion.

Information Department Kulgam organizes Media Interaction

DC Kulgam stresses on effective
administration-media coordination

W Farooq Rather

KULGAM, OCTOBER 28:
District Information Office,
Kulgam, Department of
Informationand Public Relations,
today organized a Media
Interaction programme at the
Conference Hall, Mini Secretariat
Kulgam.

The programme was
presided over by Deputy
Commissioner Kulgam, Shahzad
Alam.

Media representatives,
representing print, electronic
and digital media platformsin
the district participated in the
interaction and highlighted
various mediaand publicwelfare
concerns and issues.

At the outset, District
Information Officer Kulgam,
Showkat Hussain Ganie
presented opening remarks on
responsible  journalism,
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professional ethics
importance of effective
coordination between media
and districtadministration. He
also highlighted the need to
curb misinformation and
strengthen effective media
activities in the district and
enhancing the publicity
activities in the district.
During the interaction,

and

media representatives raised
various issues and concerns
being faced by them while
performing professional duties.
They  demanded the
establishment of a dedicated
Press Clubat Kulgamto provide
a platform for media persons,
promote professionalinteraction
and strengthen unity within
the media fraternity.

DM Bandipora chairs NCORD meeting

Reviews Anti-Drug measures, directs strict

action against repeat offenders

B HT News Network

BANDIPORA, OCTOBER 28: District
Magistrate (DM)Bandipora, Indu Kanwal Chib,
along with Senior Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Bandipora, Tahir Saleem Khan today
chaired a District-Level Narco Coordination
Centre(NCORD) meetingat the Mini Secretariat,
Bandipora, to review the progress of NDPS
casesand enforcement, preventive, awareness
andrehabilitation measures being undertaken
to combat drugabuse and narcotic trafficking
in the district.The meeting reviewed police
station-wise details of NDPS cases registered,
cases under investigation, arrests made, and
movable and immovable properties attached.
Progress on CCTV installation in identified
drughotspots, action against repeat offenders
and measures to strengthen investigations
and prosecution were also discussed.

The meeting was informed about the
widespread awareness programmes conducted
across the district, initiatives to promote drug-
free campusesin Government Degree Colleges
(GDCs) and other educational institutions,
and the functioning of the Addiction Treatment

Facility, Bandipora, including the number of
persons treated and provided counselling.

On the occasion, the Assistant Regional
Transport Officer (ARTO), Bandipora, apprised
the meeting of action taken against driving
licences and registration certificates (RCs),
includinglicences recommended for cancellation
and suspension, along withRCs suspended in
connection with drug-related cases.

The meeting also reviewed impounding
of passports, cancellation of arms licences
and government accommodation, and
withdrawal of security in appropriate cases.

The Deputy Director Prosecution briefed
the meeting on the status of prosecution in
NDPS cases and measures to strengthen legal
follow-up.

Mega AYUSH Medical Camp
organized in Srinagar

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28: As per the directions of the

D1rector AYUSH, Dr. Ajay Kumar Tlckoo and under the
supervision of the District AYUSH Officer, Srinagar, Dr. Mohd
SultanParray,aMega AYUSH Medical Camp was successfully
organized in Srinagar, witnessing a huge public gathering
and enthusiastic participation.The camp aimed to provide
accessible healthcare services to the general public through
free medical consultations, health check-ups,and medicines.
Special emphasis was laid on generating awareness about
the AYUSH system of medicine, the importance of preventive
healthcare, and the numerous benefits of yogain promoting
physical, mental, and overall well-being.The camp was
attended by dedicated AYUSH medical officers, yogainstructors,
pharmacists, and supporting staff, who rendered their
valuable services for the welfare of the public.The camp
witnessed a significant turnout of people who benefited
from free medical consultations, complimentary medicines,
and awareness sessions highlighting the importance of
yoga, preventive wellness, and the advantages of the AYUSH
system of medicine.The successful organization of the camp
reflectsthe continued commitment ofthe AYUSH Department,
towards promoting holistic healthcare, preventive wellness,
and accessible medical services for all sections of society.

Under Secretary Reviews Spe-
cial Campaign 6.0 at PIB Sri-
nagar and Other Media Offices

B HT News Network

Srinagar, October 28, 2026:Shri Prem Bahadur, Under
Secretary, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting,
Government of India, visited the offices of Press Information
Bureau (PIB), Central Bureau of Communication (CBC),
Akashvani and Doordarshan Kendra (DDK) to review the
progress of ongoing nationwide Special Campaign 6.0 in
Srinagar today.During the visit, Shri Bahadur interacted
with officers and staff members and reviewed the initiatives
undertaken under the campaign. The review covered
cleanliness and upkeep of office premises, record management,
disposal of e-waste, optimal utilisation of office space and
measurestoimprove administrative efficiency.He emphasised
theimportance of maintaining clean and orderly workplaces
and sustaining theinitiatives undertaken under the campaign
as part of routine office functioning.Shri Bahadur took note
of the plant pots maintained on the office premises, with
each staff member responsible for the care of an individual
pot,as partofefforts tomaintain greenand pleasant workplace
surroundings.During the visit, Shri Prem was accompanied
by Shri Qazi Salman, Director, PIB Srinagar, and Shri Sunil
Koul, Assistant Director, PIB Srinagar,among other officers.

CEO SSCL reviews E-Bus Operations at Pantha Chowk

Directs Stakeholders to improve fleet performance and Passenger Services

B HT News Network

DM Kupwara chairs NCORD Meeting, calls
for zero tolerance against Drug Menace

Hm HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28: Chief
Executive Officer, Srinagar Smart City
Limited (SSCL), Dr. Basharat Qayoom, on
Wednesday reviewed the functioning of
Srinagar’s electric bus services and
inspected the E-Bus depot at Pantha
Chowk, directing officials and service
providers to improve fleet utilisation,
maintenance, operational monitoring
and passenger convenience.

The CEO was accompanied by the
Additional CEO SSCL, General Manager,
Public Transport Operations; Manager,
Operations and Enforcement (E-Bus);
Statistical Officer; and representatives
of Tata and Chalo Mobility.

During the review, Dr. Basharat took
stock ofthe deployment and operational
performance of the electricbus fleet.He
stressed the need for effective monitoring
of bus schedules, route-wise deployment
andservicefrequencytoensure punctuality
and minimiseinconvenience tocommuters.

The CEOdirected the concerned SSCL
officialstoclosely monitor daily operations,
review the performance of individual
routes and ensure prompt resolution of
operational issues in coordination with

@® 00 @

the service providers.
Emphasising the responsibility of the
operating agency, the CEO stressed the

need forregular preventive maintenance,
timely repairs, effective charging
management and maximum availability

ofroadworthybuses. Tata’s representatives
were asked to ensure close coordination
between depot and field teams and to
addresstechnicaland maintenance-related
issues promptly, in accordance with the
applicable contractual obligations.
Therole of Chalo Mobilityin passenger-
facing digital services wasalso highlighted,
with emphasis on the reliability of real-
time bus tracking, digital ticketing and
passenger information. Accurate service
updates and timely communication of
route changesor disruptionsareimportant
to help commuters plan their journeys
and access publictransport conveniently.
Dr.Basharat furtheremphasised better
coordination among SSCL officials, Tata
and Chalo Mobility, along with regular
review of operational performance,
passenger complaintsand service-related
gaps. He stressed that issues affecting
commuters must be identified and
addressed in a time-bound manner.
Atthe Pantha Chowk depot, the CEO
reviewed the arrangements supporting
the operation and maintenance of the
fleet and underscored the importance
of operational preparedness, adherence
to prescribed standards and efficient
utilisation of available infrastructure.

KUPWARA, OCTOBER
28: District Magistrate (DM)
Kupwara, Abhishek Sharma,
along with SSP Kupwara,
SudhanshuDhama, and SSP
Handwara, Sajad Khalig,
today chaired a
comprehensive meeting of
the District-Level Committee
of the Narco Coordination
Centre (NCORD) to review
the anti-narcotics scenario
and strengthen enforcement
measuresacross the district.

The District Magistrate
reviewed the prevailing
ground situation, ongoing
enforcement measures,and
the status of rehabilitation
facilities. Emphasizing a
multi-pronged strategy, the
DMdirected all stakeholder
departmentstoworkinclose
coordination, focusing
equallyonstrictenforcement,
rehabilitation,and proactive
community engagement to
eradicate the drug menace.

Tostrengthendeterrence,

the DM dlrected the Police
Department totake stringent
legalactionagainstoffenders
involved in drug peddling.
Healsodirected the Assistant
Regional Transport Officer
(ARTO) to initiate action for
cancellation of driving
licences of personsinvolved
in drug-related cases, in
accordance with the
applicable rules. He further
directed the R&BDepartment
and the  Assistant
Commissioner Development
(ACD)toexamineallegations
against ~ government
contractorsallegedlylinked
tonarcotics-related activities
andinitiate appropriate penal
proceedings in accordance
with the rules.The Health

Department, 1ncoordmatlon
with the Police Department,
was directed to inspect all
de-addiction centresand take
actionagainst unauthorized
facilities. The Assistant Drug
Controller wasinstructed to
monitor the supply and
distribution of medicines to
prevent the misuse of
prescription drugs.
Reviewing health and
preventive measures, the DM
directed the Chief Medical
Officer (CMO) to procure
testing kits for screening
commercial drivers across
the district to enhance
screening measures across
vulnerable cohortsof society
. He also instructed the
Controlling Officers.
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DC Anantnag reviews arrangements for ‘Run for

Unity’ on October 31, urges People to participate
Directs Officers to ensure elaborate arrangements

B HT News Network

ANANTNAG, OCTOBER 28:
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Anantnag, Dr. BilalMohi-Ud-Din
Bhat, today chaired a review
meeting of district officers at
the Conference Hall of Dak
Bungalow, Khanabal, toreview
arrangements for the smooth
and successful conduct of the
‘Run for Unity’,scheduled tobe
held onOctober 31The meeting
wasconvened toensure effective
coordination among various
departments and put in place
allnecessaryarrangements well
inadvance for the event, which
is organised to commemorate
thebirthanniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel and promote
the ideals of national unity,
integrity and patriotism.

Addressing the meeting,
the Deputy Commissioner
emphasised that,beingan event
of nationalimportance, the Run
for Unity’ must be accorded the
highest priority. He directed
all concerned officers to work
inclose coordinationand ensure
that allrequisite arrangements
are completed within the
stipulated timeframe for the
smooth conduct of the

programme.
The DC stressed the
importance  of inter-
departmental coordinationand
directed each department to
discharge its assigned
responsibilities efficiently. He
calledforacoordinated approach
amongallstakeholderstoensure
the seamless execution of the
event and urged people from
all sections of society to
participate enthusiastically.
Dr.Bilalobserved thatevents
suchasthe ‘Run for Unity’ play

a 51gn1f1cant role in fostering
patriotism, strengthening
national integration and
promoting the values of unity
and brotherhood among
participants and the general
public. He added that such
initiatives provide animportant
platform to reaffirm the
collective commitment to the
unity, integrity and sovereignty
of the nation.

During the meeting,
responsibilities for various
activities and arrangements

related to the programme were
assigned to the concerned
departments. The officers were
directed tomaintaincloseliaison
with one another and ensure
the timely completion of all
preparatory measures.The
meeting was attended by the

Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Assistant
Commissioner  Revenue,

Superintendent of Police,
Superintending Engineer, Public
Works Department, Sub-
Divisional Magistrates, Assistant
Commissioner Development,
Assistant  Commissioner
Panchayat, Chief Education
Officer, Chief Agriculture Officer,
Chief Horticulture Officer,
Divisional Forest Officer, District
Youth Services and Sports
Officer, District Social Welfare
Officer, Assistant Director CAPD,
Executive Engineers of the
Irrigation and Flood Control
Department and PMGSY,
Tehsildars, Chief Executive
Officer, Municipal Council,
District Information Officer,
Deputy Director, Forest
Protection Force, besides other
concerned officers.

DC Anantnag Admin-
isters Integrity Pledge
to Employees at Dak
Bungalow

ANANTNAG, OCTOBER 28:
As part of the observance of
Vigilance Awareness Week 2026,
officers and officials across
Anantnag today participatedin
Integrity Pledge-taking
ceremonies, reaffirming their
commitment to upholding
honesty, transparency,
accountabilityand ethical values
inpublicservice.The pledge was
administered under the
leadership  of  Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Anantnag,
Dr. Bilal Mohi-ud-Din Bhat.

During the ceremonies,
employees vowed to combat
corruption, maintain integrity
in the discharge of their official
dutiesand work towardsensuring
transparent and accountable
governance Theinitiative aimed
to reinforce the importance of
ethical conduct, dedicationand
responsibilityamonggovernment
employees while promoting a
corruption-free administrative
system.

ACB organises Youth Parlia-
ment in Baramulla to pro-
mote Integrity, Corruption-
Free Governance

B HT News Network
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BARAMULLA, OCTOBER 28: The Anti-Corruption Bureau

DC Shopian leads Mega Block Diwas

at Keller to address Public Grlevances
w@ W% | _

H HT News Network

SHOPIAN, OCTOBER 28:
In a continuous effort to
strengthen  grassroots
governance and ensure

doorstep delivery of public
services, Deputy Commissioner

(DC) Shopian, Charandeep

Singh, presided over a Mega
Block Diwas programme at

Keller, Shopian today.

The primary objective of

theblockdiwaswas todirectly
engage with the community,
assess local developmental
needs, ensure administrative
accountability and review
seasonal  preparations
particularly harvestand post-

(ACB) organised a Youth Parliament at the Auditorium of
Government Boys Degree College, Baramulla, under Vigilance
Awareness Week 2026, on the theme “Probity for Prosperity.”

Tariq Ahmad Zarger, former Secretary of the Rural
Development Department (RDD), attended the programme
asthe Chief Guest. Javed Hassan Bhat, SSP, AIG Headquarters,
ACB Srinagar, and Tasleema Bano, Principal of Government
Boys Degree College, Baramulla, were the Guests of Honour.
Alarge number of youth and officials were also present.

During the Youth Parliament proceedings, participants
deliberated onissues concerning the Consumer Affairs and
Public Distribution (CA&PD) Department and the Rural
Development Department (RDD), raising concerns regarding
alleged irregularities and public service delivery. The
proceedings also highlighted action taken by the ACB against
corruption.The discussions further focused on transparency
and accountability in public administration, the timely
disposal of pending cases, digital initiatives and capacity-
building.Speaking on the occasion, Tariq Ahmad Zarger
stressed the importance of fighting corruption and urged
the youth to uphold honesty, integrity and accountability
in every sphere of life. He said that corruption damages
society by weakening publicinstitutions, undermining trust,
obstructing development and depriving deserving citizens
of their rights and opportunities. He called upon young
people to actively contribute to building a transparent,
ethical and corruption-free society.

harvestagricultural activities.

During the interaction,
dynamic demands were
passionately voiced by local
representatives and citizens
which include, Playground at
Gatipora, dearth of Specialist
doctors for night shift at Sub-
District hospital, Keller,
construction of crucial local
routes, uninterrupted
electricity, installation of
electric poles, availability of
Snow- cutters, establishment
of a Chest Diseases Hospital
at Keller, construction of the
Daramdorafootbridge, creation
of parking facilities at the Sub-
District Hospital Keller,
checking of Pesticides, toilets
for Keller market, shifting of
HT line from apple orchards
via main roadside, repairing
of unsafe school buildings,
establishing of general public
library in Keller, etc.

Reaffirming the
administration'scommitment
to transparent, accountable
and citizen-centricgovernance,
the Deputy Commissioner
assured attendees that every
genuine demand raised during
the programme would be
systematically tracked and
addressed in a time-bound
manner. He said thatany official
laxity ornegligenceinresolving
public matters would invite
strict accountability.

The DC also stated that
revenuerecords have nowbeen
digitized, enabling people to
access information related to
revenue matters through the
online systemwithout the need
to visit government offices,
thereby ensure greater
transparency, convenience and
efficient public service delivery.

Organized as part of the
ongoing Jan Sunwai and Jan
Abhiyaan initiatives, the
interactive public outreach
camp provided an effective
platformforlocal residentsand
publicrepresentatives tovoice

their developmental concerns,
pressing grievances and
sectoral demands directly to
the administration.

TheBlock Diwas prioritized
immediate listening and
prompt resolution of public
issues by deploying officials
from all line departments
directly at the venue.

Apledge- taking ceremony
was also held as part of the
ongoing Vigilance Awareness
Week, duringwhich the District
Programme Officer
administered the pledgetothe
participants, reaffirming their
commitment to integrity,
transparency, accountability
and the eradication of
corruption.Additional District
Development Commissioner,
Dr. Nasir Ahmed Lone, GM,
DIC, Shurjil Naik, DPO,
Mohammed Imran, ACR,
Shakoor Ahmed Dar, CPO,
Mudasir Ahmed, Xens, district/
sectoral officers, Tehsildar,
Keller, BDO, Keller and other
concerned participatedinthe
event.

DC Pulwama reviews District
Security Scenario

Emphasises preventive measures and Inter-Agency Coordination

B HT News Network

PULWAMA, OCTOBER 28: Deputy

Commissioner (DC) Pulwama, Kuldeep Krishan
Sldha today chaired a meeting at the District

Administrative Complex, Pulwama, to review
the security situation in the district, assess
security trends over the pastyearsand deliberate
on future aspects relating to peace and public
order.

The meeting was attended by the Senior
Superintendent of Police, (SSP) Pulwama, Sahil
Sarangal; SSP Awantipora, Irshad Hussain Rather;
Additional Deputy Commissioners of Pulwama,
Tral and Awantipora, Officers of the Air Force
Station Awantipora, Commanding Officers of
Army, CRPF and other CAPFs deployed in the
district.

During the meeting, detailed discussions
were held on the prevailing security scenario,
the effectiveness of preventive measures,
operational preparedness and coordination
among the agencies concerned. The participants

alsodeliberated on measures required toenhance
deterrence, strengthen preventive mechanisms
andimprove operational preparedness toaddress
security challenges.

Furthermore, during the meeting, various

coordination issues and matters requiring
facilitation were also discussed, with the Deputy
Commissioner directing that these be prioritised
for timely resolution.

Onthe occasion, the Deputy Commissioner
stressed theimportance of sustained vigilance,
timely sharing of information and close
coordinationamongall securityand civilagencies
to address emerging challenges effectively. He
emphasised the need for dovetailing and
convergence of resourcesand programmes under
Sadbhavanatomakeinterventionsmoreimpactful,
relevant and outcome-oriented.

Concluding the meeting, Sidha called for a
proactive and coordinated approach, along with
regular assessment of the situation and timely
implementation of decisions.

DC Kupwara presides over

Mega Block Diwas at Nutnussa
Directs Time-Bound Grievance Redressal

B HT News Network

KUPWARA, OCTOBER 28:
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Kupwara, Abhishek Sharma,
today presided over a Mega
Block Diwas at Nutnussa,
reaffirming the district
administration’scommitment
toaddressing publicgrievances

andensuringeffective delivery
of government services at the
grassroots level.

Theprogrammewitnessed
active participation from
public delegations and local
residents of Nutnussa and
adjoining areas, including
Jagarpora, Chak Nutnussa,
Keegam and Chak Keegam,
who projected variousissues
and developmental demands
concerning their respective
areas.The majorissuesraised
included reliable drinking
water and power supply,
improvement of road
connectivity, strengthening
ofhealthcareinfrastructure,
promotion ofagricultureand
horticulture, effective
implementation of Rural
Development Department
(RDD) schemes, and issues
related to the functioning of
local food stores.

The Mega Block Diwas
was attended by ADC
Handwara, Chief Planning

Officer, Superintending
Engineers of PWD and I&FC,
ChiefMedical OfficerKupwara,
ACDKupwara, ChiefEducation
Officer Kupwara, Tehsildar
Handwaraand other district
and sectoral officers.

The Deputy Commissioner
gave a patient hearing to the
grievances and directed the
concerned departments to
ensure their promptand time-
bound resolution. Several
issues were resolved on the
spotthroughtheintervention
of the concerned officers.

Taking note of drinking
water concernsinvulnerable
pockets, the DC directed the

concerned authorities to
maintainadedicated fleet of
water tankers on standby to
ensure timely water supply
in areas facing acute or
persistent shortages.

The Superintending
Engineer, I&FC, was directed
to expedite ongoing
developmental works, remove
bottlenecks affecting their
execution and submit
comprehensive monthly
progressreportstothedistrict
administration.

Emphasising accessible
healthcare, the DCinstructed
the Chief Medical Officer to
ensure proper functioning of
NTPHC Nutnussa for
uninterrupted healthcare
servicestothelocal population.

DDC Pulwama holds mega Public Outreach-cum-Grievance Redressal Camp at Sangarwani
Stresses prompt redressal of public grievances; reviews developmental issues with local residents

B HT News Network

PULWAMA, OCTOBER 28: District
Development Commissioner (DDC)
Pulwama, Kuldeep Krishan Sidha,
today chairedamegaPublic Outreach-
cum-Grievance Redressal Camp at
Sangarwani (Inderwali), providing
a platform to local residents to put
forththeir grievances, developmental
requirementsand issues concerning
delivery of public services.

SSP Pulwama, Sahil Sarangal;
ADDC Pulwama, Joint Director
Planning, Pulwama; GMDICPulwama,
DPOICDS Pulwama, Superintending
Engineers, ACR,ACD,ACP,DMO, CEO,
CMO,CHO,CAO,CAHO, DIO, Executive
Engineers and other district and
sectoral officers from various
departments were present during
the camp.
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programmes.

Before commencement of the
publicinteraction, the DDCinspected
departmental stalls established at
thevenuebyAgriculture,Horticulture,
Education, Health, Sheep Husbandry,
Social Welfareand other departments.
He took stock of the services and
schemes being showcased and was
briefed by the concerned officials
regarding the benefits available to
the publicunder various government

Addressing the gathering, the
DDCexpressed gratitude tothe people
of Sangarwani and adjoining areas
fortheir participationand for bringing
their concerns directly before the
districtadministration. He said that
such outreach camps are aimed at
taking governance closer to the
people, listening to issues at their
doorstepand ensuring effective and
responsive delivery of publicservices.

During theinteraction, residents
and publicrepresentatives highlighted
several issues pertaining to Forest
Rights Act (FRA) claims, road
connectivity, internet services,
drinking water, education, health
infrastructure, power supply and
other developmental concerns.

It was highligted by the tribal
social activists that the area has a
predominantly Scheduled Tribe
populationand concernsregarding
pending claims under the Forest
Rights Act were raised. They stated
that several genuine FRA claims are
still pending, affecting the execution
of developmental worksinthe area,
particularly where
clearances/NOCs are involved. The
DDC directed the ACR and Forest
officials to remain available at the
location and ensure thatall genuine
FRA cases are examined and

requisite

processed on priority.

The issue of poor internet
connectivity in the area was also
raised, with residents pointing out
that inadequate network services
are affecting education, online
services and other digital facilities.
The DDCsoughtastatus update from
the concerned BSNL/telecom
authorities and directed that the

. PUBLIC DUTRESEAND
“{ GRIEVANCE BEDRH
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earliest.

pendingapproval/permission-related
issue be taken up on priority. He
assured that necessary intervention
from the district administration
would be provided immediately so
that the matter is resolved at the

Residents also raised the issue
of the Sangarwani road, which has
remained affected due to pending

the

issues related to funds and other
clearances. The DDC directed the
concerned departments to identify
and resolve the bottlenecks and
expedite the work.

Regarding the non-functional
filtration plant, the DDC sought the
reasons for the delay from the
concerned officials and directed
immediate correctiveactiontoensure
that the facility becomes functional
and safe drinking water is made
available to the people.The demand
for establishment of a Higher
Secondary School at Sangarwani
was also raised, taking note of the
issue, the DDC directed the Chief
Education Officer to undertake the
necessary assessment and prepare
requisite
establishment/upgradation of the
institution.Severalroad-related issues
were also brought to the notice of

proposal for

the DDC, including the Abhama-
Sangarwani road, Pakharpora-
Sangarwaniroadand otherlinkroads.
The DDC directed the concerned
engineering agencies to expedite
pending works and address the
bottlenecks causing delays. He also
took note of concerns regarding the
conditionofroads and the resulting
safety risks.

The issue of inadequate
availability of Patwari services in
the area was highlighted.The DDC
directed the Tehsildar concerned to
ensure adequate availability and
regular presence of the Patwari so
that people do not face unnecessary
difficulties in accessing revenue
services.Residentsalso highlighted
the need forimproved drinking water
facilities at
particularly in view of the growing
tourist footfall in the area.
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IUST inaugurates National Workshop on Semiconductors,
Quantum Materials and Deep Technology

B HT News Network

Awantipora, Oct 28: Thelslamic University
of Science and Technology (IUST), Kashmir,
inaugurated a two-day National Workshop
on ‘Semiconductors, Quantum Materials,
and Deep Technology’ today at its campus.
Organised by the Centre of Excellence for
Semiconductors and Quantum Materials
(CoESQM), the workshop brings together
experts, researchers, faculty members and
students to deliberate on emerging

developmentsinsemiconductor technologies,

quantum materials
manufacturing.

Theinaugural session was presided over
by Prof. Shakil Ahmad Romshoo, Vice-
Chancellor,IUST,and attended by distinguished
academicians and experts, including Prof.
Pragati Kumar, Vice-Chancellor, Shri Mata
Vaishno DeviUniversity (SMVDU); ShriAsim
Khan, Director, Software Technology Parks
of India (STPI), Srinagar; and Prof. H.S. Jatana,
former Scientist-G and Group Head, Design
and Process Group, Semiconductor Laboratory

and advanced

(SCL), Mohali, who attended as Guests of
Honour.Addressing the gathering, Prof.
Romshoo reaffirmed [UST’s commitment to
advancingresearchandinnovationinareas
of strategic importance for the nation. He
highlighted the university’s consistent efforts
towardsstrengthening researchand academic
initiatives in emerging fields that can
contribute to technological advancement,
sustainability and national development.
He emphasised that focused research,
interdisciplinary collaboration and the

development of specialised human resources
are essential toaddressing future challenges
and building a more sustainable and
technologically self-reliant nation.
Welcoming the guestsand participants,
Dr. Romana Yousuf, Coordinator, COESQM,
[UST, highlighted the significance of creating
anacademic platform foradvancing research
and collaborationinstrategicallyimportant
areas of science and technology. She
emphasised the need to strengthen
interdisciplinary engagement and connect

scientificresearchwithemergingtechnological
applications.Prof. Sheikh Ajaz Bashir, Dean
Academic Affairs, [UST, underscored the
importance ofaligningacademic programmes
and research priorities with the rapidly
evolving technological landscape. He
highlighted therole of universitiesin preparing
future-ready graduates and researchers
through advanced scientific learning,
interdisciplinary research and meaningful
engagement with emerging technologies.
Prof. Pragati Kumar, Vice-Chancellor, SMVDU,

highlighted the growing significance of

advanced materialsand emergingtechnologies
in shaping the future of scientific research
and technological innovation. He stressed
the importance of academic collaboration
and capacity building in these strategically
important fields.

Sharing his experience insemiconductor
researchand manufacturing, Prof. H.S. Jatana,
former Scientist-G and Group Head, Design
and Process Group, SCLMohali, highlighted
the challengesand opportunities associated
with semiconductor manufacturingin India.

Greenland Foundation
Orgamses"‘Haft-e-Noor" Programme

H  GULFAMBARJI

Srinagar/October:28
The Greenland Foundation
organised aspecial programme
titled "Haft-e-Noor" inmemory
of renowned educationist Late
Professor Haji Mohammad
AshrafJan.MLA Zadibal Tanvir
Sadiqattended the programme
as the chief guest while SSP
Ejaz Ahmad Bhat 'IPS" was
presentasthe guest of honour.
Chairman of the Foundation
Suhail Jan warmly welcomed
the guestsand highlighted the
remarkable
educationalcontributions,
academic vision and legacy of
Late Professor HajiMohammad
Ashraf Jan.As part of the
pprogrammartists associated

w1th Mehak Dramatlc Club

(MDC) Srinagar staged a
Kashmiri play titled "Lall Wuin
Dag" aimed at spreading
awareness about the harmful
effects of drug abuse and the
need to combat the growing
menace of addiction.Written
by Hilal Khan and directed by
Farhat Siddiqui the play featured
Hilal Khan, Sadia, Aqib, Sahil
and Farhat Siddiqui who
delivered impressive
performances and effectively
portrayed the growing problem
of drug abuse and its adverse

impactonsociety.Throughtheir
powerful performances, the
artists conveyed ameaningful
social message tostudentsand
other attendees. The
presentation was highly
appreciated by the audience
whichapplauded the performers
for their efforts to raise
awareness about the dangers
of  drug addiction.
On the occasion, MLA Zadibal
TanvirSadiqand SSPEjazAhmad
Bhat 'IPS' paid tribute to Late
Professor Haji Mohammad
AshrafJan remembering him
asadistinguished andrespected
educationist. Theyrecalled his
valuable contributions to the
field of educationand described
hisacademiclegacyasworthy
of  appreciation  and
remembrance.

Seminar on Viksit Bharat
2047 held at Women’s Degree
College Sopore

B HT News Network

BARAMULLA, OCTOBER 28: The
Sub-District Administration, Sopore,
inassociation with Government Degree
College for Women, Sopore, organised
a one-day seminar on “Empowered
Youth, Quality Education and Good
Governance: The Foundation of Viksit
Bharat 2047

ADCSopore, Shabir Ahmad Raina,
highlighted theimportance of science,
innovation and good governance.
Keynote speaker Dr Daraksha Bhat
stressed women’s empowerment, while
Dr Tariq Ahmad Sheikh highlighted
publicadministrationand socialjustice.

Dr Nazrul Islam, Convener of the
seminar,emphasised quality education
and skill development, urging students

et e

tobecomejob creatorsrather thanjob
seekers. Heremarked, “Whenyoulearn
well, you earn well,” encouraging
students tostartlearning the right way
without delay.

Students presented their views on
various themes, and certificates were
distributed among participants.

CUKashmir, ACB holds
workshop on ‘Probity for
Prosperity’

B HT News Network

Ganderbal, Oct 28: As part of the
Vigilance Awareness Week, Central
University of Kashmir (CUKashmir),
in collaboration with the Anti-

Corruption Bureau (ACB), Srinagar,
organised a workshop on “Probity for
Prosperity” for the faculty members
and administrative staff at Tulmulla
campus, here on Wednesday.

The week isbeing observed across
the country from October 26 to
November 1, 2026.

Speakingonthe occasion, Registrar,
Dr.Nisar Ahmad Mir,emphasised that
transparent procedures, careful
documentation and responsible
decision-making could reduceavoidable
lapsesand strengthen public confidence
in institutions.

He observed that errors could
sometimes arise from inadequate
familiarity withrulesand procedures,
making awareness and preventive
measures important. Drawing on his
experience in higher-education
administration, he stressed that
institutions should minimise the scope
for complaints by ensuring that
decisionsand processes were conducted
properly and transparently. He
acknowledged the ACB’s work and
called for a preventive approach that
addresses weaknesses before they lead
to consequences.

Addressing the gathering, DSPACB,
Mr. Mehraj-ud-Din Raina said
corruption could not be tackled by
investigative agencies alone and

required the collective efforts of public
institutions, government departments,
educationalestablishmentsand citizens.
He observed that the true prosperity
of an institution should be reflected
not only in its infrastructure and

achievements but also in fairness,
transparency and accountability. He
emphasised that public funds and
institutional resources should be used
responsibly and that proper
documentation and transparent
procedures were essential to preventing
irregularities.

ACBInspector,Mr.Manzoor Ahmed
Beigh, spoke about the functioning of
the Bureauand the procedures followed
ininvestigating corruption complaints.
He explained that complaints were
examined through verification and
other prescribed procedures before
furtheraction was taken, asapplicable
under law.He identified procurement,
construction, recruitment, admissions,
scholarship distribution and the
utilisation of research grantsasareas
requiring transparency ineducational
institutions. He clarified that a
procedural lapse did not automatically
amount to corruption and that each
complaint had to be examined on its
merits and the available evidence.

Earlier,welcoming the participants,
Dean, School of Legal Studies, Prof.
Farooq Ahmad Mir, said corruption
was not confined to bribery or the
exchange of money but also included
the misuse of authority, favouritism
and failure to discharge official
responsibilities.

Ramban admin organises disaster preparedness
familiarization exercise for College students

Government Polytechnic

Reasi orgamses Annual Sports Meet

B HT News Network

RAMBAN, OCTOBER 28: The @
District Administration Ramban, *
under the guidance of Deputy
Commissioner Mohammad Alyas
Khan, today organised Disaster
Familiarization Exercise here at
Government Degree College to
sensitise students about disaster
preparedness, mitigation measures,
emergency response and evacuation
procedures.

The College Principal Prof. Romesh
Atri, Tehsildar Headquarter Reejuta
Majahan, faculty members and other
concerned officers were present on
the occasion.

The programme was conducted
in collaboration with the Civil Quick
Response Team (QRT),National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) and Mahila
Disaster Management Committee,
as part of the ongoing initiatives to
strengthendisaster preparednessand

build community resilience.

The exercise aimed to familiarize
students with essential disaster
management practices, basicrescue
techniques and safety measures to
be adopted during emergencies and
natural disasters. The participating
teams sensitized students about the
importance of timely response, safe
evacuation and coordination with
emergency response agencies during
disaster situations.

Special emphasis was laid on
encouraging the active participation
of girl studentsin disaster awareness
and preparedness activities, enabling

importance  of
participation,
preparednessinminimizing theimpact
of disasters and ensuring the safety
of life and property.

themtoacquire essential knowledge
and skillstorespond effectively during
emergencies.

The programme highlighted the
community
awareness and

The initiative forms part of the

District Administration’s continued
effortstopromoteaculture of disaster
preparedness and equip students with
the knowledge and confidence
required to respond effectively to
unforeseen emergencies.

B HT News Network

REASI, OCTOBER 28: The Annual
Sports Meet, organized by the
Government Polytechnic Reasi under
the YouthEmpowerment Programme
(YEP) here on the college campus,
concluded today. The tournament
commenced on 24th October 2026
on knockout basis in the single
category for boys and girls.

The event featured the sports
competitions in disciplines of
badminton, chess, carrom, table
tennis and volleyball, with
enthusiastic participation from
studentsoftheElectrical, Mechanical
and Computer Engineering
departments.

Principal of the institution Dr.
ArunBangotra was the chief guest
atthe finalevent of the tournament.

In Badminton, 25 students
participated, with nine qualifying
for the semi-finals. Shourya from
the Electrical Engineering

Department emerged as the boys'
winner, while Vardhan from
Mechanical Engineering and Manit
from Computer Engineering were
runners up. In the girls' category,
Manyata securedfirst position, while
Rubiya was runner up.

In Carrom, 15 students
participated, with Sikander from
the Electrical Engineering
Department securing first position
intheboys' category and Rohit from
ComputerEngineering (5thsemester)
ending as runner up. In the girls'
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category, Arti from Computer
Engineering (5th semester)emerged
as the winner, while Meenakshi
wasrunner-up.The Chesscompetition
witnessed the participation of 12
students. Bhartifrom the Electrical
Engineering Department (3rd
semester) emerged as the winner,
while Aarti from Computer
Engineering (3rd semester) was
runner-up.InTabletennis, 14 students
competed with enthusiasm and
determination. Karan Singh from
the Computer Engineering

Department secured first position,
while Rahil from the Mechanical
Engineering Department (3rd
semester) secured second position.
Both players demonstrated excellent
coordination, focus and sporting
ability.The Volleyball competition
featured four teams representing
different departments. The final
was played between Computer
Engineering and Electrical
Engineering teams and the latter
emerged victoriousafteranexciting
and closely contested match.

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28: The
Pashmina Testing and Quality
Certification Centre (PTQCC)at the
Craft Development Institute (CDI),
Srinagar, hasrecorded asharprise
in the testing of Geographical
Indication (GI) products, especially
KashmirPashmina, Kaniand Sozni
embroidered shawls, during the
current financial year.

The surge reflects stronger
institutional capacity, upgraded
laboratory infrastructure and
growing demand for authentic GI
certification and QR coding.

In a detailed press statement
issued here today, a spokesman of
the Handicrafts and Handloom
Department, Kashmir stated that
the testing rate which was 40-45

per day in 2024-25, has now risen
to 170 perdayin2026-27.“In2024-
25,PTQCC conducted 13,369 tests
at an average of 40-45 tests per
day. This rose to 22,351 tests in
2025-26, with the daily average
increasing to 75-85 tests. In the
current financial year, PTQCC has
already performed approximately
21,000 tests. With another 21,000
tests projected between November
2026and March 31,2027, theannual
total is expected to reach around
42,000 tests, nearly doubling the
testingrate achievedinthe previous
year,” the spokesman explained.
Tosupport thisexpansion, the
spokesman further stated that
Pashmina Laboratory has been
strengthened with advanced
equipment, including a Scanning
Electron Microscope (SEM) and

two High-Resolution Digital
Microscopes. “The Department is
inthe process of procuring another
OFDA 2000 fibre analyser and an
additional digital microscope during
FY 2026-27 under CAPEX. These
additions are expected to further
accelerate testing,improve precision
in fibre identification and quality
assessment and meet the rising
demand for Gl testingand QR coding
of certified products,” hesaid,adding
thatthose Gl Authorised Users who
submit hand-spun, hand-woven
Pashmina products with Sozni
embroidery are being given
preferential treatment.

In order to bring greater
transparency in GI testing,
certification and QR coding at
PTQCC, the Department has
developed an in-house Online

Appointment Token Management

PTQCC nearly doubles GI testing capacity for Kashmir Pashmina, Kani & Sozni products

From heritage to high-trust, advanced Lab powers faster authentication of Kashmir’s iconic Handicrafts

enhanced

testing capacity

System to further streamline the
operations across all testing labs
of the Department including IICT
and QCD(Quality Control Division).
“The web application has been
developed by the Resource Cell of
the department which shall be
operational shortly on pilot basis,”
he added.

TheDirectorateisinthe process
ofaugmentingadditional manpower
tooperate the machines for which
technical staffis being sent to Wool
Research Association(WRA), Thane
Maharashtra for technical training.
“With trained manpower, we shall
have more teamsin place toconduct
tests in PTQCC so that the rising
demand for Gl testingand QR coding
post aggressive media campaign,
by Gl Authorised Usersis met.“The

strengthens the authentication of
Kashmir’s prized handicrafts,
protects the interests of artisans
and weavers and builds greater
consumer and buyer confidence
in genuine Gl-tagged products,”
the spokesman stated.

Faster and more reliable
certification is particularly
important forexportsand premium
domestic markets, where
authenticityis a key differentiator
for Kashmir Pashminaand related
handicraft products, the spokesman
concluded. Fasterand more reliable
certification is particularly
importantforexportsand premium
domestic markets, where
authenticity is akey differentiator
for Kashmir Pashminaand related
handicraft products,.
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CybersecurityIs
Non-Negotiable: Protecting
J&K's Digital Governance

In an era when cyberattacks can cripple institutions
without firing a shot, cybersecurity is no longer an admin-
istrative formality; it is a frontline defence of governance
itself. The Jammu and Kashmir Government’s decision to
upgrade cybersecurity systems across departments is
both necessary and urgent. But the real challenge lies not
inissuinginstructions, butinensuring their effectiveimple-
mentation.

As government departments increasingly depend on
digital networks for official communication, sensitive re-
cordsandpublicservicedelivery,everyunprotected device
becomes a potential gateway for cyber threats. A security
breach can expose confidential information, disrupt es-
sential services and erode public confidence. Any compla-
cency in protecting government IT infrastructure could
thereforecarry consequencesfarbeyondthedigital domain.

Thedeploymentofupgraded Unified Endpoint Manage-
ment (UEM) and Endpoint Detection and Response (EDR)
solutionsacrosssystemsconnectedtoNICNET and JKSWAN
isacrucial steptowards strengthening the Union Territory’s
cyber defences. These systems can improve device man-
agement, identify vulnerabilities and enable faster detec-
tion of suspicious activities. With existing licences nearing
expiry, the upgrade also underscores a fundamental prin-
ciple:cybersecurity gaps mustneverbeallowedtobecome
administrative blind spots.

However, installing advanced software is not enough.
Security systems are only as effective as theirimplemen-
tation, monitoring and enforcement. Departments must
ensurethatevery eligible endpointis covered, updatesare
maintained and vulnerabilities are addressed without de-
lay. Any failure of coordination or compliance could weak-
en the collective security framework.

Equally concerningisthehumanfactor. Carelesshandling
of official data, weak passwords and susceptibility to phish-
ing attacks can defeat even sophisticated technological
safeguards. Regulartraining,independentsecurity audits,
reliablebackups and clearly defined emergency-response
mechanisms must become standard administrative prac-
tice, not occasional exercises.

The government must also ensure that cybersecurity
remains a continuous priority rather than a campaign
launched in response to an immediate concern. Threats
evolve relentlessly, and defensive systems must evolve
with them. Accountability must be clear, implementation
must be monitored and weaknesses must be corrected
before they can be exploited.

Ultimately, the success of this initiative will not be judged
by the number of computers upgraded, but by the resilience
ofgovernmentnetworks, the protectionof sensitiveinforma-
tion and the uninterrupted delivery of public services. Digital
governancewithoutrobustcybersecurityisgovernancebuilt
on fragile foundations.Jammu and Kashmir cannot afford a
casual approach to cyber protection. The latest directive isa
welcome move, but it must mark the beginning of sustained
vigilance, strict compliance and institutional accountability.
In the digital age, securing government systems is not op-
tional, and failure to do so is not merely a technical lapse—it
is a failure to protect public trust.
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Needs or Market-Made Desires?

Abid Hussain Rather

We live in a world where people do not
simply buy things because they need them;
rather things persuade people to buy them.
The marketplace has changed from a place
where we fulfil our needs into a powerful
system that creates new desires in us every
day. From the moment we wake up until we
gotosleep,advertisements surround us. They
appearonourphones, televisionscreens, roads,
newspapers and social media. They tell us
what to wear, what to eat, which car to drive,
which mobile phone to carry and even what
kind of life we should desire.

The most powerful word in this entire
commercial world is perhaps “new.” A new
model has arrived. A new design has been
introduced. A new version is available. A new
lifestyle is waiting for you. Slowly, we have
allowed the word “new” to become almost
synonymous with “better.” This is where the
real problembegins.Somethingdoesnotbecome
bettersimplybecauseitis newer.Anew product
may be useful but at the same time it may also
beunnecessary.Anold productmaybeoutdated,
but it may also be perfectly functional. The
real measure should be quality, usefulness,
necessity and durability—not merely freshness
ornewness.Butadvertisementsrarelyencourage
us to think in this way.

Consider the mobile phone in our hands.
It may be working perfectly. Its battery may
be good, its camera may satisfy our needsand
it may perform every task we require. Then a
new model appears. Suddenly, the phone that
served us sowell yesterday begins tolookold.
Wearemadetofeel thatourdeviceisnolonger
fashionable even though nothinghasactually
changed in its usefulness. This is the subtle
power of consumerism. The market does not
always sell us a product; sometimes it first

creates a feeling of inadequacy and then sells
us the product as a solution. We are made to
believe that our lives are incomplete, our
appearanceinsufficient,ourhomesunimpressive
orourpersonalities somehowbehind the times.
Thenaproductis placedbeforeusastheanswer.

When we feel that a new dress will make
usattractive. Anew carwillmakeusrespectable.
An expensive watch will make us successful.
Aparticularmobile phonewillmakeus modern.
Gradually, the product stops being an object
of utility and becomes a symbol of identity.
This is where the magic of brands becomes
even stronger. A brand is no longer merely a
name printed on a product. It has become a
story. Weassociate certainbrands with success,
elegance, wealth, sophistication and social
status. Sometimes two products of similar
qualityare placed before us, but we are willing
topay considerably more for the famous name.
Whyisitso? Because weare notalwaysbuying
the object. We are buying the image attached
to it. A branded shirt becomes a symbol of
status. A particular car becomes a symbol of
achievement. A luxury watch becomes a
statement about personality. A smartphone
becomes a sign of modernity.

The most successful advertisement is
therefore not the one we see on television. It
isthe one that continues to operate inside our
mindsaftertheadvertisementhasdisappeared.
Whenapersonbeginstothink, withoutseeing
an advertisement, that he is inferior without
a particular brand, that he is unsuccessful
without anexpensive possession, or that heis
falling behind without the latest model, the

Y -
advertisementhasachieveditsultimatevictory.
It has moved from the screen into the mind.

This phenomenon deserves particular
attention in the age of social media. Today,
advertisements do not merely tell us what to
buy; they show us how other people are
supposedly living. Perfect homes, fashionable
clothes, expensive holidays, luxurious cars
and carefully designed lifestyles appear before
us every day. We compare our ordinary lives
with these carefully constructed images and
begin to feel that something is missing. But
the truth is that much of what we see is an
advertisement disguised as a lifestyle.

The another casualty of this culture is
contentment. The more we possess, the more
wesometimes feel thatwelack. Ourwardrobes
arefull, yetwe complain that we have nothing
suitable to wear. Our homes contain countless
objects,yetwe constantly search formore. We
replace things that still work simply because
newer versions have arrived. In this endless
race, satisfaction becomes temporary. The
excitementofanew purchase lasts forawhile,
and thenanother desire appears.Intherace of
chasing new things and new models we forget
thatthere is something particularly beautiful
aboutold things thatthe modern marketplace
can'tsell. Thatbeautiful thingis the memories
associated with old things. An old watch may
remind us of our father. Anold chairmay carry
the memory of a grandparent. An old book
may remind us of our youth. A simple piece of
clothingmay be connected toanunforgettable
occasion. Suchthingsmay havelittlecommercial
value, buttheycan possessenormousemotional

value.

Anewobjectcanbe purchased withmoney,
butamemory cannot. Thisdoes not meanthat
everythingold mustbe preserved. Things that
arebroken, useless or unnecessarily occupying
space should certainly be discarded. But an
object should not be rejected merely because
a newer version has entered the market. We
need to recover the ability to ask ourselves a
simple questionbefore buying: Dol really need
this? This question may sound ordinary, but
inaworld builtaround constant consumption,
it is a powerful question.Parents have an
especiallyimportantresponsibility here. Children
aregrowingupinaworld whereadvertisements
begininfluencing thematanextremelyyoung
age. They must be taught that expensive does
not necessarily mean superior, famous does
not necessarily mean valuable, and new does
notnecessarily meanbetter. They shouldlearn
that the value of a thing lies in its usefulness,
quality and genuine necessity rather than in
itsnewness.Ultimately, the problemis not the
existence of advertisements, brands or new
products. These are natural parts of modern
economic life, The problem begins when they
startmakingdecisionson ourbehalf. We should
use the market without becoming its slaves.
We should enjoy material comforts without
allowing them to define ourworth. We should
buy new things when they genuinelyimprove
ourlives,butwe should also have the confidence
to keep the old ones when they continues to
serveusandare usefultous. Afterall,ahuman
beingismorevaluable than the thingshe owns.
The real freedom of a consumer is not the
freedom to buy everything,. It is the freedom
tosay “Idonotneed this” evenwhen the entire
marketistelling him thathe does. Perhaps the
daywelearntodistinguish betweenneedand
desire, quality and fashion, usefulness and
status, the spell of advertising will begin to
weaken. And perhaps then we will discover
an important truth: we do not need to own
everything that the world tells us to desire in
order to live a meaningful life. Things should
serve human beings. Human beings should
never become servants of things.

(The author teaches Geography at GDC

Anantnag and can be reached at
rather1294@gmail.com)
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Blind superstition builds walls between
human beings, while kindness breaks them down.

Shaheen shah

It was a usual morning, and I was
about to leave for my office. As I satin
my carnearmy gate, Inoticedawoman
walking towards me. Suddenly, she
stopped and hid behind another car.

To my surprise, I recognised her.
She was the domestic helper of our
next-door neighbour.

Wondering why she was hiding, |
stopped my car when I reached her,
rolled down the window, extended my
hand, shook handswith her,and asked
about her and her family.

She seemed hesitant. I asked, “Is
everything alright?”

—

Withastammeringvoice, shereplied,
“Yes, madam. I thoughtyou were going
to your job. I didn't want to come in
front of you. If you saw me, your day
might not go well.”

Ismiled and gently told her, “That's
justamyth.Please don't believeinsuch

things.”

But her words stayed with me
throughout the day. I kept thinking
about how deeply such superstitions
are rooted in our society, especially
among us Kashmiris.

It saddened me torealise how fear,

myths,and baselessbeliefs caninfluence
people’s minds and make them see an
innocent human encounter as a bad
omen.

Why do we allow such beliefs to
control our thoughts and behaviour?
Why do we judge our day by whomwe
see in the morning instead of by our
actions, intentions, and hard work?

Aperson's presence cannever decide
whether your day will be good or bad.
Ourmindset,choices,and actions matter
far more than superstitions.

It's time we educated ourselves,
questionedirrationalbeliefs,and replaced
superstitionwithawareness, humanity,
and reason.

Educationisnotmerelyaboutearning
degreesitisalsoaboutfreeingourminds
from the chains of blind beliefs.

Two Harvests from One Field

Combining Solar Power with Agriculture

Dr. Vijay Garg

Agriculture is the backbone of rural India,
while solar energy is emerging as animportant
sourceofcleanelectricity. Traditionally, farming
and solar power generation have competed for
land. Solar installations occupy large areas that
could otherwise be used for growing crops.
However,aninnovativeapproachcalledagrivoltaics
offersanopportunity tocombine bothactivities
on the same land. It allows farmers to cultivate
crops beneath or between elevated solar panels
while generating electricity above them.

The concept raises an important question:
canIndianfarmers harvestfood and solarenergy
fromasingle field without reducingagricultural
productivity?

What Is Agrivoltaics?

Agrivoltaics is the practice of integrating
agricultural production with solar photovoltaic
systemsonthesameland.Solarpanelsareinstalled
atsuitable heightsand spacing toallow farming
operationsbeneathorbetweenthem. Depending
on the design, farmers can grow vegetables,
fodder, medicinal plantsand certainshade-tolerant
crops while producing renewable electricity.

Unlike conventional solar parks, which may
replaceagriculturalactivity, agrivoltaic systems
aim to preserve farming alongside energy
generation. This approach could be particularly
valuable in India, where agricultural land is
essential for food security and rural livelihoods.

#1#4# Benefits for Indian Farmers

One of the most significant advantages of
agrivoltaics is the possibility of earning income
from two sources. Farmers may receive revenue
fromagriculturalproduceandelectricity generated
ontheirland. Dependingonthe ownershipmodel,
electricity can be sold to the grid, supplied to
nearby consumers or used for irrigation pumps

and other farm operations.

Solarpanelsalso provide partial shade, which
can reduce excessive exposure to sunlight and
lowersoil moistureloss under certain conditions.
Inhotand dryregions, this may help some crops
withstand heat stress. However, the benefits
dependoncropvariety, localclimate, panel height,
spacing and the amount of sunlight reaching
plants.

Agrivoltaics mayalsosupport more efficient
wateruse.Reduced evaporationcanhelpconserve
moisture, although the effect varies with soil
conditions and panel arrangement. Rainwater
distribution must also be managed carefully
because panelscanconcentraterainfallinparticular

areas.

Will Crop Yields Suffer?

Thegreatestchallengeisbalancingelectricity
productionwithagricultural productivity. Plants
require sufficient sunlight for photosynthesis,
growth and grain formation. Excessive shading
canreduceyields, particularlyincrops thatneed
abundant sunlight.

Therefore, agrivoltaics cannotbeintroduced
uniformly across all farms. Crop selection is
essential. Leafy vegetables, certainfodder crops
and shade-tolerant plants may perform well
under appropriately designed systems, while
wheat, riceand other sun-demanding crops may
require more careful evaluation.

For Punjab, where wheat and rice are major
crops, large-scale adoption should follow local
field trialsratherthanassumptions.Researchers
must measure crop yields, grain quality, water
consumption, electricity generationand farmers'
profits over several growing seasons.

Challenges and Practical Solutions

The initial investment in elevated solar
structures can be substantial. Farmers may also
face difficulties operating tractors, harvesters
and irrigation equipment beneath panels.
Installation must therefore accommodate farm
machinery, drainage, crop height and routine
agricultural activities.

Dr Vijay Garg Retired Principal
Educational columnist Eminent Scientist
street kour Chand MHR Malout Punjab
-152107

Mobile 9465682110
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By M S Nazki

From the frontiers of National Security to class rooms of tomorrow...........
Inspiringthe Nation's future! -Barsaatke dinaaye. Mulagat ke dinaaye, Betaabiyon
ke Din Aaye!

-Sharaare beetche hain, Yeh saawan ki, Rimjhim jhadi hain, Kadam bekhudi
mein, Behakne lage hain

Yeh madhoshiyon. Ki ghadi hain. Barsaat ke din aaye, Mulaqat ke din aaye!

-That is a powerful and inspiring theme. It beautifully echoes the legendary
quote from India’s Kothari Commission report: "The destiny of Indiais now being
shaped in her classrooms.”

-Bridging the gap between the critical demands of national security and the
evolving landscape of future education highlights a vital truth: a nation's true
defense and long-term sovereignty are built on theintellect, innovation, and civic
preparedness of its youth.

Here is a look at how these two worlds are converging to shape the nation's
future;

«Securingthe Digital Frontier: Asthreatlandscapesshifttoward cybersecurity,
autonomous defense, and Al-driven intelligence, the classrooms of today must
equip students with advanced mathematical, algorithmic, and computational
skills to defend tomorrow’s infrastructure.

+*The "Whole-of-Nation"Mindset: Modern national securityis nolonger just
aboutguardingphysical borders. trelies heavilyonsocialharmony, medialiteracy
to combat fake news, and technological self-reliance (Aatmanirbharta)—values
that are actively cultivated in youth development programs and reimagined
curricula.

» Fostering Future Innovators: By moving from rote learning to flexible,
problem-solving environments, tomorrow's classrooms act as incubators for the
criticalthinkers, scientists,and strategicleaderswhowilleventually lead national
defense, space exploration, and economic policymaking.

-If you are developing a specific project around this theme, I can help you
tailor the content. Let me know:

» What is the format or medium of this project? (e.g, a keynote speech, a
promo video script, a seminar pamphlet, or an essay?)

» Who is the target audience? (e.g., school students, NCC cadets, defense
personnel, or policymakers?

* What is the desired length and tone? (e.g., highly formal, high-energy/
motivational, or brief and punchy?)

he query likely refers to the National Security Guard (NSG), India’s elite
counter-terrorism force (often referred to as the Black Cats), which celebrated its
42nd Raising Day on October 16, 2026.

-Key Details about the NSG:

*Raised|Established: October 16, 1984, under the Ministry of Home Affairs
following developments like Operation Blue Star.

OCTOBER 29 | 2026
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« Statutory Status: Governed under the National Security Guard Act, 1986.

* Role & Model: Modelled on the UK's SAS and Germany's GSG-9, operating
as a zero-error counter-terrorism, hostage-rescue, and anti-hijack force.

-The National Security Guard (NSG)—widely known as the Black Cats—is
India's premier federal counter-terrorism and contingency force.

-Core Purpose & Responsibilities

The NSG was raised in 1984 under the National Security Guard Act, 1986 to
actasaspecializedfederal contingency deploymentforce. Itismeanttobedeployed
only in exceptional situations and is not designed to replace regular state police
forces or paramilitary units.

-Its primary operational mandates include:

+ Counter-Terrorism Operations: Swift, zero-error responses to major terror
attacks.

*Hostage Rescue: Specialized interventions in high-risk hostage situations.

+ Anti-Hijacking Operations: Neutralizing hijackings acrossland, sea,and air.

*BombDisposal: Search, detection,and neutralisationofImprovised Explosive
Devices (IEDs), alongside managing the National Bomb Data Centre (NBDC).

* Post-Blast Investigations (PBI): Technical analysis and forensics following
major explosions.

-Structure & Organization

+Motto: "SarvatraSarvottamSuraksha" (ExcellenceinSecurity Everywhere).

«Control: It operates under the administrative control of the Union Ministry
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of Home Affairs.

+Composition: Itdrawsitspersonnel fromtheIndianArmyand Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPFs) like the CRPF, BSF, ITBP, and CISE.

(Note: Incomputing or cloud networking, "NSG" canalso stand for Network
Security Group, which is a firewall rule set used to filter network traffic to and
from Azure resources).

-NationalSafety Awards—suchasthoselaunchedorrecognizedby the National
Safety Council of India(NSCI)andinternational equivalentslike the National Safety
Council—increasingly attract and celebrate women for several key reasons:

*Recognition of Leadership: Specialized accolades like the NSCI Excellence
AwardforWomeninSafetyandthe Marion Martin Awardexplicitlyhonorwomen
whohavebrokengenderbarriers, influencedindustrial standards,and championed
Occupational Safety, Health, and Environment (OSHE).

*Networking&Mentorship: Theseaward platformsandassociated women's
divisions provide dedicated spaces to connect with trailblazers, share career
experiences, and build professional networks in historically male-dominated
fields.

» Workplace Culture & Representation: Highlighting women leaders shifts
organizational culture toward greater transparency, lower incident rates, and
stronger employee engagement, drawing more women into safety engineering,
industrial hygiene, and risk management.

« Focus on Inclusive Environments: Modern safety initiatives increasingly

The Gap Between Young

addressholisticworkplaceconcerns—including physicalaccommodations, personal
protective equipment (PPE) tailored for women, and psychological safety.

-We are born to serve the nation! We worn blue dress~ We are not born to
kill~! We are born to serve the nation! Evert one be it a school; girl or a boy we
teach serving the Nation is important/1

-National beauty awards and modern grooming events draw male interest
because of shifting cultural norms, social media influence, and the booming
expansion of the male personal care industry.

+SocialMediaandInfluencers: Platformslike Instagram, TikTok,and YouTube
normalizemalegrooming,skincare,andsubtle cosmeticchoicesthroughaccessible
tutorials and creator representation.

* Red Carpet and Awards Season Boldness: Celebrities and public figures
increasingly pushtheboundariesof malestyling—wearing subtlemakeup,glowing
skin prep, or statement pieces at major award shows.

*Expanding Grooming Markets: The male grooming and beauty sector has
grownintoamulti-billion-dollarindustry,withbrandsofferingtargeted concealers,
tinted moisturizers,andskincarelinesdesigned specificallytofeel non-intimidating
and masculine.

+CulturalShifts: Traditional taboosaround menusing cosmeticsorcompeting/
participating in beauty-adjacent spaces are fading, replaced by a focus on self-
expression and professional presentation.

Would you like to know more about specific male grooming product trends
or how major beauty brands market to men?

-Hum soch mein the jinke, Us raat ke din aaye, Barsaat ke din aaye, Barsaat
kedinaaye. Jalterahe humkhayaloke. Lause sahihumnebarsojudaa, Chamcham
barasti Suhani, Ghata ne ajab si agan hain lagai , Barsaat ke din aaye. Mulaqat ke
dinaaye!.

-TheNationalSecurity Guard(NSG), India'selite counter-terrorismandspecial
forces unit known as the Black Cats, embodies its motto “Sarvatra Sarvottam
Suraksha” (Omnipresent Optimal Protection). Their stories of love for the nation
are defined by extreme grit, high-risk operations, and supreme sacrifice...

-Major Acts of Valor and Nation-First Service

* Major Sandeep Unnikrishnan (26/11 Mumbai Attacks): During the 2008
coordinated terroristattacks in Mumbai, Major Unnikrishnan led the entry team
intothe TajHotel to rescue hostages. When his team was pinned down, he single-
handedlyengagedtheterroriststoallowhisinjured comradestoescape, ultimately
making the supreme sacrifice for the country.

» The 3-Month Crucible of Selection: Becoming an NSG Black Cat requires
passingabrutal 3-monthcommando conversion course combined witha6-week
unit induction, where drop-out rates are exceptionally high. Candidates endure
grueling physical and mental tests driven by a singular commitment to protect
the motherland.

+High-RiskOperationsAcross Decades: Fromneutralizingthreatsduringthe
2002 Akshardham Templeattacktothe2016 Pathankotairbasesiegeand continuous
urban counter-terror missions, NSG commandos operate with zero margin for
error under extreme pressure.

-Honors and Legacy

* Raising Day Recognition: Celebrated annually on October 16 (marking its
establishment in 1984 under the National Security Guard Act), national leaders—
includingPrime Minister NarendraModiand Home Minister Amit Shah—regularly
honor the force for standing as an unbreakable shield against terrorism.

» Public & Cultural Tributes: The dedication of NSG commandos has been
documented in special projects like National Geographic India's Inside NSG and
artistic tributes commemorating the heroes of 26/11.

-Open Magazine

The Vertical Farming

And Elder At The Dinner Table

BY-MOOLRAJ

very family hasaversion

of the same scene. A
grandfather sits with his
tea,afatherscrollsthrough
isphone,andateenager
answersaquestionwithoutlookingup.
Nobodyisangry.Nobody is wrong. Yet

Today the next change arrives before
the last one is understood.
Technology getsmostofthe blame,
anditdeservesashare.Butitisonly the
surface.Underneathliedeeperdifferences
in how each generation was shaped.
Olderpeopleoftengrewupwithscarcity.
Theylearned that security comes from
a steady job, a piece of land, a habit of
saving,andagoodname. Younger people
grew up with choice and noise. They
seeadozen careerswhere their parents
saw one, and they hear success stories
every day and measure themselves
against them. The old fear losing what

.l'r-. - .
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thedistance between themisreal,and
everyone in the room can feel it.

We call this the generational gap,
andweoftentreatitasamodernproblem.
Itis not. Elders have complained about
theyoungsince peoplefirstkeptrecords.
Ancientwritersworried thatyouth had
lostrespectfortradition. Parentsinevery
centuryhavewondered whattheworld
is coming to. The complaint stays the
same. What has changed is the speed
of the world, and that speed makes
today’s gap feel wider than ever.

Consider what one lifetime now
contains. A person born in the middle
of the last century grew up with one
radiointhe house, ornone. Letterstook
weeks. Atelephone wassomething the
wholeneighbourhoodshared. Thatsame
person now watches grandchildren
videocallacross continentsinseconds.
Earliergenerationshaddecadestoabsorb
a change before the next one arrived.

theybuilt. Theyoungfearneverfinding
their place.

Work shows this most clearly. A
parent who stayed in one job for thirty
years may read a child’s frequent job
changes as restlessness. The child may
read the parent’s loyalty as a lack of
ambition,orasarefusaltoseethatloyalty
isnolongerrepaid the way it once was.
Both readings hold some truth. The
parentvaluedstabilitybecauseinstability
once meant hunger. The child values
flexibility because stability has proved
less certain than promised.

Marriage, faith, money, and even
the way people speak produce similar
quarrels. Elders may feel that tradition
is slipping away and that the young
borrow too freely from outside. The
youngmayfeelthat traditionissometimes
used to end a conversation instead of
startingone. Theywanttoaskwhy,and

theywantananswerbetterthan“because
we have always doneit this way.” Here
many households stall. The questionis
honest, but it sounds like defiance. The
answer is sincere, but it sounds like a
command.

Most generational conflict is not
really about the subject on the table. It
isaboutrespect.Theolderpersonwants
to be honoured for experience. The
younger person wants to be heard for
perspective. When each feels denied,
theargumentgrowslouder, thoughthe
need underneath is quiet and simple.

Can the gap be closed entirely? [
[ ]

doubt it,and Iam not sure it should be.
The differences carryvalue. The young
push society to question habits that
have stopped serving it. The old keep
alive lessons no screen can teach, such
as patience, restraint, and the cost of
carelesswords.Asocietywithonlyone
of these voices would be poorer. The
aim should be a bridge, not a merger.

Bridgesarebuiltfromsmall, practical
things. The first is listening without
preparing a reply. It sounds easy and
rarely is. Most of us listen only long
enough tofind the point where we can
interrupt.Afatherwholetshisdaughter
finishherthought,andadaughterwho
letsher father tell the whole story, have
already done more than a hundred
lectures could.

The second is curiosity. A young
personcanaskagrandmotherhowshe

ran a household on so little and learn
somethingaboutresiliencethatnocourse
will teach. An older person can ask a
grandsontoexplainwhathedoesonline
andmaydiscoverthattheworkisserious,
skilled,and demanding. Curiosity turns
suspicion into information, and
information is a far better foundation
for family life than assumption.

The third is humility on both sides.
Experience is valuable, but it does not
make a personright about everything.
Youthbringsenergyand freshsight, but
it is not the same as wisdom. The elder
whoadmitstheworld haschangedand
theyoungpersonwhoadmitsthatsome
oldruleshavereasonsbehind themare
both showing real strength.

Institutions have a part to play as
well.Schools,workplaces,and community
groups can create ordinary occasions
where age groups work side by side.
Mentoring, shared projects, and open
discussionshelp people see oneanother
as individuals instead of categories. It
is hard to dismiss “the youth” or “the
elderly” once you have worked beside
one of them and found them reliable,
funny, and kind.

loftenthinkabout how every elder
was once a young person convinced
that their parents did not understand.
Every young person will one day sit at
the head of a table and feel a similar
distance from those who come next.
Therolesrotate, but thefeelingsrepeat.
That pattern should make us humble.
It suggests the gap is not the failure of
one group but a natural result of time
passing through families.

The scene at the dinner table need
not end in silence. A grandfather can
set down his tea and ask a question. A
fathercanputawayhisphone. Ateenager
can look up and answer fully. None of
thisneedsagrand plan.Iltneedsadecision,
repeateddaily, totreat the personacross
the table as someone worth
understanding.

The gap will always exist. What
mattersiswhetherwestandatopposite
edges of it or meet somewhere in the
middle.

The Author Is A Regular
Columnist And Freelance Writer
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As the global population is sharply
increasing, agriculturallandisbecoming
scarceand climatic changesis mounting
pressure on conventional farmingsothe
world mustrethinkhowit producesfood.
Amongstthe mostpromisinginnovations
isverticalfarming,amodernagricultural
techniquethatinvolvesgrowingcropsin
vertically stacked layers, often inside
buildings, warehouses, greenhouses or
specially designed indoor facilities. By
combining agricultural science,
engineering, automation and digital
technology, verticalfarmingoffersanew
approach to food production that can
bringfarmsclosertoconsumersand make
better use of limited space.

Vertical farming is an innovative
method of cultivating crops in multiple
layersratherthanspreadingthemacross
large horizontal fields. It frequently uses
controlled-environment agriculture, in
which temperature, humidity, light,
nutrients and other growing conditions
are carefully regulated to support plant
development.

Unlike conventionalfarming, which
generally depends on soil and natural
weatherconditions, vertical farmingmay
employ hydroponics, aeroponics or
aquaponics. Hydroponics grows plants
in nutrient-rich water without soil;
aeroponics supplies nutrients through a
finemistaroundplantroots;andaquaponics
combinesfishfarmingwithplantcultivation
inamutuallysupportivesystem. Artificial
LEDlighting, sensors,automatedirrigation
and computer-controlled systems help
maintain suitable growing conditions
throughouttheyear.Consequently,crops
canbecultivatedindependentlyof many
seasonal and geographical limitations.

Traditional agriculture remains
indispensable toglobal food production,
but it faces several serious challenges.
Rapid urbanisation is reducing available
agricultural land in some regions, while
unpredictable rainfall, droughts, floods,
risingtemperaturesandsoil degradation
threaten crop productivity. Meanwhile,
transporting fresh produce over long
distancescanincreasecosts, spoilageand
post-harvestlosses. Verticalfarmingoffers
apotential response tothese challenges.
By growing crops in controlled
environments, farmers can reduce their
dependence on favourable weather and
produce selected crops throughout the
year.Locatingfarmsnearurbanmarkets
canalsoshortensupplychainsandimprove
access to fresh vegetables.

Fordenselypopulatedcities, vertical
farming presents an opportunity to use
otherwiseunderutilisedspaces,including
suitable rooftops, converted buildings
and purpose-built facilities. However, it
should complement rather than replace
conventionalagriculture, whichremains
essential for producing staple crops such
aswheat, riceand maize onalarge scale.

Thesuccessofverticalfarmingdepends
ontheprecisemanagementofplantgrowth.
Plantsrequirelight, water,carbondioxide,
oxygen,mineralnutrientsandappropriate
environmentalconditions.Modernfarming
systemsusescientificknowledgetoprovide
these necessities in carefully measured

quantities.

LEDlightscansupplythewavelengths
requiredforphotosynthesis,whilesensors
monitor temperature, humidity, nutrient
concentration and other variables.
Automatedsystemscanadjustirrigation
andlightingaccordingtocroprequirements.
Artificial intelligence and data analytics
may further help farmers identify plant
stress,detectdiseasesandoptimiseresource
use. This integration of biology and
technology makes vertical farming an
important example of how scientific
innovationcanaddresspracticalchallenges
in food production. Nevertheless, the
effectiveness of each systemdependson
cropselection,engineeringdesign,energy
sources and management practices.

Oneofthemajoradvantagesofvertical
farmingisits potential toconserve water.
Recirculating hydroponic systems can
reuse water and substantially reduce
consumption compared with many
conventional cultivation practices. Since
crops grow in controlled environments,
farmerscanalsoreduceexposuretocertain
pests and diseases, potentially lowering
the need for pesticides.

Vertical farms may reduce pressure
on agricultural land and help limit the
conversionofnaturalhabitatsintofarmland.
When established close to consumers,
theycanshortentransportationdistances
and reduce certain supply-chain losses.

Yet sustainability must be assessed
carefully.Indoorvertical farmsoftenrequire
considerable electricity for lighting,
ventilation, cooling and climate control.
Ifthisenergy comes primarily from fossil
fuels,theenvironmental advantagesmay
be reduced. High construction costs,
equipmentrequirementsandthedisposal
of growing materials also need
consideration. Therefore, the future of
sustainable vertical farming depends on
energy-efficient technology, renewable
electricity, responsible resource
management and appropriate crop
selection.

Vertical farming can create new
opportunities for entrepreneurs,
agricultural scientists, engineers,
technologyspecialistsandskilledworkers.
It also encourages the development of
agriculturalstartupsthatcombinefarming
withrobotics,sensortechnology, software
andenvironmentalengineering.However,
economic viability remains a significant
challenge.Indoorfarmsrequiresubstantial
initial investment in buildings, lighting,
climate-controlequipmentandautomated
systems.

Electricity and maintenance can
contributeheavily tooperatingexpenses.
Asaresult,cropswithhighmarketvalue,
short growing cycles and strong local
demand are often more suitable than
low-priced staple grains.Research,
technological improvements, efficient
farmdesignandsupportive policiescould
gradually improve affordability.
Nevertheless,investmentdecisionsshould
be based on realistic assessments of
operating costs, market demand and
expectedyieldsratherthanexaggerated
promises.India, withitslarge population,
diverseclimateandgrowingurbancentres,
hasconsiderablescopetoexplorevertical
farming. Cities such as Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru,Chandigarhand Amritsarhave
expanding markets for fresh vegetables,
herbs and speciality produce.

Surinderpal Singh

Faculty In Science Department
Sri Amritsar Sahib

Punjab.
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DDC Jammu reviews developmental scenario in RS Pura sub-division
Chalrs Block Diwas at V|brant Village Abdullian

H HT News Network

JAMMU, OCTOBER 28: District
Development Commissioner (DDC)
Jammu Minga Sherpa today visited
RS Pura Subdivision to review the
progress of developmental works
and assess on the ground delivery
of public services.

Duringthevisit,the DDC chaired
a Block Diwas at the Community
Hallin Vibrant Village Abdullian. He
listened to public grievances and
demandsinthe presence of Member
Legislative Assembly Suchetgarh,
Prof Gharu Ram Bhagat.

The locals demanded road
connectivity, provision of Smart
Busesand therepairand augmentation
ofirrigation canals. People alsoraised
revenue-related issues, including
reliefand land ownership rights for
refugees.

TheDDCassured that theissues
would be examined on priority. He

directed the concerned departments
to take time-bound action to meet
the genuine demands.
Healsovisited the Vibrant Villages
of Nai Basti Gulabgarh, Flora and
Suchetgarh, where he interacted
withlocalsand reviewed the progress
of ongoing developmental works

and the implementation of welfare
schemes.He directed the concerned
officers to ensure the timely
completion of pending works and
saturation of eligible beneficiaries
under the Government schemes.
The DDC also inspected the
restoration work at the heritage

Railway Station, RSPuraandreviewed
the progress made.

He also visited the Sub-District
Hospital RS Pura and Major Arvind
BazalaBoys Higher Secondary School
toassess the availability of essential
facilities and the functioning of these
institutions. At the hospital, he
reviewed the availability of medical
staff, medicines, diagnostic facilities
and sanitation. He directed the
concerned authorities to further
strengthen patient care services. At
the school, he took stock of academic
activities, infrastructure and basic
facilities for students.

TheDDCalso visited the Palash/
Parisha Centre of the Social Welfare
Department and interacted with
the inmates. The District Social
Welfare Officer briefed him on the
functioning of the Centre and the
facilities and services being provided
to the inmates.

He was accompanied by
Additional District Development

Commissioner Sher Singh, Additional
Deputy Commissioner Ishita Rathi,
ChiefPlanning Officer Ajaypal Singh
and other district officers. The DDC
alsoinspected the restoration work
at the heritage Railway Station, RS
Puraandreviewed the progress made.
He also visited the Sub-District
Hospital RS Pura and Major Arvind
BazalaBoys Higher Secondary School
toassess the availability of essential
facilitiesand the functioning of these
institutions. At the hospital, he
reviewed the availability of medical
staff, medicines, diagnostic facilities
and sanitation. He directed the
concerned authorities to further
strengthen patient care services. At
the school, he took stock of academic
activities, infrastructure and basic
facilities for students.
TheDDCalsovisited the Palash/
Parisha Centre of the Social Welfare
Department and interacted with
the inmates. The District Social
Welfare Officer briefed him.

Deputy Commissioner
Rajouri inspects civie
amenities in Old City area

B HT News Network

RAJOURI, OCTOBER 28: Deputy Commissioner Rajouri
Dr. Devansh Yadav, accompanied by Executive Officer
Municipal Council Yousuf, conducted an early-morning
inspection of different wards of the Old City areato assess
the sanitation and hygiene conditions.

During the inspection, the officers interacted with
sanitation staff, locals and shopkeepers to review the
cleanliness of public spaces and assess the implementation
of ongoing sanitation measures. They emphasized the
importance of proper waste disposal and urged shopkeepers
and residents to refrain from littering and dumping
plastic waste in public areas.

The Deputy Commissioner appealed to the public to
extend their active cooperation to the Municipal Council
in maintaining cleanliness and ensuring a hygienic
environment across the town. He stressed the need for
responsible civicbehaviour and collective efforts to keep
public spaces clean and litter-free.The sanitation staff
was directed to ensure regular cleaning of all wards and
maintain proper sanitation standards. The inspection
underscored the administration’scommitment toimproving
urban cleanliness and promoting public participationin
maintaining a clean and healthy Rajouri.

B HT News

DLSA Rajouri invites listing
of cases for special Lok
Adalat (NI Act cases)
scheduled on Nov 21 -2026

Network

RAJOURI, OCTOBER 28: District Legal Services
Authority Rajouriis going to organize a Special Lok Adalat
for Negotiable Instruments (NI) Act Cases on November
21, 2026, under the aegis of NALSA and Chairmanship
of DLSA Chairman Rajinder Sapru and Secretary Shama
Sharma.The interested Parties/Litigants, Lawyers and
General Public have been invited to physically approach
the Office of the District Legal Services Authority and all
Tehsil Legal Services Committees of the district for any
advice/assistance with respect to their case or matter,
or may call on the contact No PLVS (9858424128),
9596626010, DLSA Contact No:-
working days from 10 am to 4 pm.The Partie(s) can
directly approach the concerned courts as well with
application for listing matters/cases in the Special Lok
Adalat for amicable settlement. No matter with respect
to pending Electric Bills and Water Bills will be taken up
inthis Special Lok Adalat. District Legal Services Authority
Rajouri is going to organize a Special Lok Adalat for
Negotiable Instruments (NI) Act Cases on November 21,
2026, under the aegis of NALSA and Chairmanship of
DLSA Chairman Rajinder Sapru and Secretary Shama
Sharma.The interested Parties/Litigants, Lawyers and
General Public have been invited to physically approach
the Office of the District Legal Services Authority and all
Tehsil Legal Services Committees of the district for any
advice/assistance with respect to their case or matter,

01962-264200, during

DC Kathua reviews progress of
Health Sector schemes, programmes

Calls for accountability, field-level monitoring, timely delivery of healthcare services

B HT News Network

KATHUA, OCTOBER 28:
Deputy Commissioner Kathua
Rajesh Sharma today chaired a
meetingatthe DCOffice Complex
to review the implementation
and progress of various health
sectorschemesand programmes
in the district.

The meeting was attended
by ADDC Surender Mohan
Sharma; CPO Ranjeet Thakur;
CMO Dr Vijay Raina; District
Tuberculosis Officer Dr Radha
Krishan; District Inmunization
Officer, BMOs, Executive
Engineersand other concerned
officers.

TheDCreviewed the progress
achieved under Anaemia Mukt
Bharat, Rashtriya Bal Swasthya
Karyakram (RBSK), National
Leprosy Eradication Programme,
National Tobacco Control
Programme, National Programme
for Control of Blindness and
VisualImpairment and National
Vector Borne Disease Control
Programme.

Emphasis was laid on
anaemia screening among
vulnerable groups, particularly
children, distribution ofironand
folic acid tablets, regular Hb
testing, school-based health
screeningunder RBSKand timely
referral of identified cases to
GMCKathua.

The DC also stressed
preventive measures against
malaria, dengue and
chikungunya.

The meetingalso reviewed
the status of projects under
Pradhan Mantri Ayushman

Bharat Health Infrastructure
Mission (PM-ABHIM),including
the 50-bedded Critical Care Block
and District Integrated Public
Health Laboratory (DIPHL)sites,
Block Public Health Units, Urban
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs/

Sub-Centres and claims
settlement under Ayushman
Bharat-PMJAY.

Block-wise reporting on the
[HIP national portal, dog-bite
and snake-bite cases reported
from April to September,
registration of health facilities
undertheClinical Establishments.

administration.

services.

DODA, OCTOBER 28: Vigilance
Awareness Week 2026 commenced across
Dodadistrict the other day under the theme
“Probity for Prosperity.” The week-long
observance, scheduled from October 26
toNovember 1,aims to promote integrity,
transparency and accountability in public

Deputy Commissioner Krishan Lal called
upon officers and officials to uphold the
highest standards of integrity in their
professional conduct and work collectively
towards eradicating corruption. He
emphasised that transparency and honesty
are essential for strengthening public trust
andensuring the efficient delivery of public

ADC Anil Kumar Thakur, who is also

Vigilance Awareness Week 2026
activities commence in Doda

B HT News Network

the District Vigilance Officer, highlighted
the commitment of district officers towards
addressing vigilance-related matters. He
stressed the importance of vigilance,

accountability and adherence toestablished

proceduresinthe functioning of government
departments.

As part of the week-long observance,
varied activities would be organised across
the district at block, zone and Panchayat
levels to promote ethical conduct, spread
awareness about corruption prevention
and encourage public participation in

building a transparent and accountable

administrative system.

DC Ganderbal flags off Exposure-cum-Sports Tour

for Children with Special Needs

GANDERBAL, OCTOBER 28: Deputy Commissioner Ganderbal, Shreya Singhal,
today flagged off a one-day exposure-cum-sports tour for 40 Children with
Special Needs (CWSN) under the Inclusive Education component of Samagra
Shiksha from the lawns of the Mini Secretariat Complex, Ganderbal.

The tour,accompanied by escort teachers and the dedicated Inclusive Education
Team of District Ganderbal, would take the students to the archaeological site
of Burzahama and Bagh-e-Gul Dawood in Srinagar, providing them with
opportunities forexperiential learning, recreational activitiesand social interaction.

Central Monitor reviews progress of livestock
sector Schemes in Jammu district

H HT News Network

JAMMU, OCTOBER 28:
Central Monitor, Ministry of
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry
&Dairying, GovernmentofIndia,
Col.PV.S.Sidhu, today chaired

a high-level review meeting
hereatthe Directorate of Animal
HusbandryTalabTillo toassess
the implementation and
progress of Central Sector and
Centrally Sponsored Schemes
namely Rashtriya Gokul Mission
(RGM), National Livestock
Mission (NLM), National
Programme for Dairy
Development (NPDD) and
Livestock Health and Disease
Control Programme (LH&DCP)
in Jammu district.

The meeting was attended
by Director Animal Husbandry
JammuDr. YugalKishor, besides
senior officers, scheme nodal
officers and technical heads.

The review meeting was
preceded by extensive field
inspections conducted across
key veterinary establishments
and facilities in Jammu district
from 22nd to 28th October.

The Central Monitor, along
withthe departmental technical

teams, inspected the Frozen
Semen Station at Hakkal to
evaluate laboratory operations,
quality assurance standards,
biosecurity protocols, liquid
nitrogen cold-chain integrity
andcleanlinessand management
of animal sheds. The teamalso
carried out on-ground
assessments of the operational
readiness of Mobile Veterinary
Units (MVUs)—including toll-
free call-centre helpline ‘1962’

integrationandemergency drug
logistics besides day-to-day
healthcare delivery, outpatient
services and medicine
inventoriesatvarious peripheral
veterinary centres in the
districts.

Taking detailed stock of
both field findings and
administrative milestones
during the review session, the
Central Monitor evaluated major
Central programmes with
special focus on doorstep
delivery, digital tracking and
scheme saturation. While
appreciating the department's
proactive outreach and field
machinery, Col. Sidhu placed
onrecord critical observations
aimed at further strengthening

ADDC Kupwara chairs Block Dlwas at Kralpora
/

B HT News Network

KUPWARA, OCTOBER 28:
Additional District Development
Commissioner(ADDC)Kupwara,
Ghulam Rasool Choudhary,
today chaired the weekly Block
Diwas at the Auditorium Hall,
BHSSKralpora, toaddress public
grievances, review
developmental activities and
ensure effective delivery of
essential services.

The programme witnessed
active participation of locals,
PRI representatives and
prominent citizens, whoraised
issues pertaining to drinking
water supply in various areas,
road connectivity, healthcare
facilities, staff shortages in
educational institutions,
Revenue services and timely

completion of ongoing
developmental works.

The ADDC gave a patient
hearing to the public and
directed the concerned officers
toaddress genuine grievances
on priority and ensure their
time-bound redressal, with
several issues resolved on the
spot. He emphasised
accountability, close monitoring
by field officers and regular
follow-up to ensure that public
concerns are addressed

strict quality standards in all
developmental works, ensure
adherence to prescribed
specifications and undertake
regularinspections to prevent
deficiencies and delays.

The ADDC also reviewed
issues concerning sanitation
and cleanliness in Kralpora
market and stressed the need

effectively and government
services reach the intended
beneficiaries without delay.
Stressing the need to
strengthenbasicinfrastructure,
the ADDC called for expediting
road connectivity projects,
ensuringadequate and regular
drinking water supply,
improving healthcare services
and facilitating prompt delivery
of Revenue-related services.
He further directed the
concerned officers to maintain

for regular sanitation drives.
He directed the concerned
authorities to maintain strict
vigilance against hoarding and
black marketing and take
appropriate action against
violators as per rules.
Reviewing winter
preparedness, the ADDC
directedall departmentsto put
in place comprehensive and
coordinated arrangements to
minimise publicinconvenience
during the winter season.

DC Budgam reviews progress of TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan; calls for Intensified Screening, Patient-Centred Care
Directs diagnostic facilities, regular monitoring, nutritional support for eligible TB patients

H HT News Network

BUDGAM, OCTOBER 28:
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Budgam, Jatin Kishore, today
chaired a meeting to review
the progress of the TB Mukt
Bharat Abhiyaan across the
district, focusing onintensified
screening, improved diagnostic
facilities and comprehensive
care for tuberculosis (TB)

identification of vulnerable
populationsand high-riskareas,
diagnostictesting, registration
of patients on the Ni-kshay
portal and distribution of
nutritional assistance under
the Ni-kshay Poshan Yojana.

Emphasisingafocusedand
coordinated approach, the
Deputy Commissioner directed
the Health Department to
ensure 100 percent screening
coverage of the target

patients. population, with special
During the meeting, the  attention to vulnerable areas
Deputy = Commissioner and high-risk groups. He

reviewed screeningactivities,

@® 00 @

stressed the importance of

timely examinationandaccess
toX-ray, microscopy and NAAT
testing facilities to facilitate
early detectionand diagnosis.

He further directed the
department to ensure the
availability and operational
readiness of diagnostic
equipment, including NAAT
machines,and enhance testing
capacity to facilitate prompt
diagnosisand timely initiation
of treatment.

Highlighting the
importance of community-level
interventions, the Deputy
Commissioner underscored

the role of ASHA workers in
maintaining regular contact
with patients, conducting
follow-up visits, raising
awareness and promoting
treatment adherence. He also
called forsystematicmonitoring
oftheiractivities tostrengthen
outreachand provide effective
support to vulnerable
populations.

The Deputy Commissioner
directed the concerned officers
toensurethetimelydistribution
of nutritional supportkitsand
monetary assistance toeligible
patients under the Ni-kshay

Poshan Yojanaand the Ni-kshay
Mitrainitiative.To strengthen
accountability and ensure
effective implementation, the
Deputy Commissioner directed
the ChiefMedical Officer (CMO)
to submit weekly progress
reports and monitor key
indicators daily. He also
instructed for carrying out
intensified Active Case Finding
(ACF) campaigns, expanded
awarenessactivitiesand regular
assessmentacross the District.

The Deputy Commissioner
underscored that early
diagnosis, uninterrupted

treatment, nutritional support
and active community
participation are essential to
achieving the goal of aTB-free
district. He directed all
concerned officers to accord
the campaignhigh priorityand
ensure coordinated, time-
bound implementation of the
prescribed interventionsacross
the district.

The meetingwasattended
by the Joint Director (JD),
Planning; CMO Budgam;
District Tuberculosis Officer;
Block Medical Officers (BMOs);
and other concerned officers.
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ULLAS-FLNA'I: October 2026 successfully c0|_1c_ludes Deputy Chief Minister inspects ongoing road, bridge
across Bandipora, over 8,500 Learners participate

B HT News Network

BANDIPORA, OCTOBER 28:
The Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy Assessment Test
(FLNAT) under ULLAS-Nav
Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram
(NBSK) was successfully
conducted today across all five
educational zones of District
Bandipora.

The assessment was
conducted in offline mode at
designated examination centres
and witnessed enthusiastic
participationfromadultlearners,
reflecting growing public
awareness and commitment
towards achieving universal
literacy.

Out of 11,036 learners
targeted for the October 2026

assessment round,
approximately 8,500 learners
appeared for the test across the
district. The assessment was
conducted with the support of
350 examination centres and
1,100 invigilators, ensuring its
smooth and transparent
execution,

Asperthedistrict's literacy
survey,45,014 non-/neo-literate
learners were identified across
the five educational zones.

Inprevious rounds of FLNAT
conducted under the
programme, 20,243 learners
had appeared andbeencertified,
representingsignificantprogress
towards the district's literacy
objectives. The successful
conduct of the assessment was
preceded by extensive
preparations and mobilisation

activities across the district.
Awareness campaigns were
organised tosensitise the general
public and motivate eligible
learnersto participate. Meetings
and orientation programmes
were also conducted at district
and zonal levels for Principals,

Zonal Education
Officers (ZEOs),
Headmasters, Heads of

Institutions (HOIs), School Nodal
Officers, teachers and other
literacy functionaries.

The coordinated efforts of
the Zonal Education Officers,
Zonal Nodal Officers (ZNOs),
Principals, Headmasters, HOIs,
teachers, volunteers, invigilators
and other field functionaries
contributedsignificantly tothe
successful conduct of the
assessment.

The District Nodal Officer
Mir Irfan Magbool, ULLAS,
coordinated the overall exercise
in close consultation with the
concerned zonal functionaries
to ensure adherence to the
prescribed guidelines and
timelines.

Chief Education Officer,
Bandipora, Mohammad Rafiq
Mirappreciated the dedication
and collective efforts of all
stakeholders and emphasised
the need to sustain the
momentum towards achieving
the goal of 100% literacy by 2027.
The successful completion of
this assessment marks another
important milestone in the
district's ongoing ettorts to
promote foundational literacy,
numeracy and lifelong learning
among adult learners.

projects in Udhampur; directs timely completion

H HT News Network

UDHAMPUR, OCTOBER 28:
Deputy ChiefMinister, Surinder
Choudhary, today conducted
anextensive tour of Udhampur
district and inspected the
ongoing developmental works
onthe PWDroad from Jakhani
Naka Point to via Lower Balli
beingexecuted under NABARD.

He also inspected the
constructionsite ofa 165-metre-
span steel girder double-lane
motorable bridge over River
Tawi.

The Deputy Chief Minister

was accompanied by Chief
Engineer PWD R&B, Chenab

Zone, Batote, Ashok Kumar

Khokhar, Superintending

Engineer, PWD R&B Circle
Udhampur-Ramban, Shivangi
Gupta, Assistant Commissioner
Revenue, Dr Umesh Shan and
other concerned officers.

During inspection of the
road project, the Deputy Chief
Minister expressed concernover
the slow pace of work. He
directed the executing agencies
to expedite the progress and
ensure completion by December
20, 2026. He instructed the
Superintending Engineer to
closely monitor the execution
ofthe project and ensure strict
adherence to the prescribed
quality standards.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE COURT OF THE JUDICIAL
MAGISTRATE 1ST CLASS, QAZIGUND
Inthe case of: Shahid Khursheed
Versus

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir through Executive Officer,
Municipal Committee Qazigund.

Whereas the applicant, namely Shahid Khursheed, has sought
a direction against the non-applicant for registration of the
birth particulars of his son, namely Ahmad Hubab, born on 24-
07-2024.

Through the medium of this notice, the general publicis
hereby informed that any person having any objection
regarding the registration of the above-mentioned birth
particulars may submit the same on or before 05-11-2026,
when the matter is listed before the Court for further
proceedings.

Given under myhand and seal of this Court on 28-10-2026.

Sd/
Judicial Magistrate 1st Class
Qazigund,

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis hereby notified to the general public that the Aadhaar
Card bearing Aadhaar No. 2568 0184 2007, belonging to
Areeba Nisar, R/o Kreeri, Tehsil Kreeri, District Baramulla,
Jammu and Kashmir, contains an incorrect name recorded as
Dua Nisar. The correct name is Areeba Nisar, and the necessary
correction is sought in the Aadhaar records.

Any person having any objection to the aforesaid name
correction may contact the concerned Aadhaar Authority
along with valid supporting documents for necessary
verification.

This notice is being published to invite objections, if any, from
the general public regarding the proposed name correction.

PUBLICNOTICE
IN THE COURT OF THE JUDICIAL
MAGISTRATE 1ST CLASS, QAZIGUND
Inthe case of: Shahid Khursheed
Versus

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir through Executive Officer,
Municipal Committee Qazigund.

Whereas the applicant, namely Shahid Khursheed, has sought
a direction against the non-applicant for registration of the
birth particulars of his son, namely Ahmad Hubab, born on 24-
07-2024.

Through the medium of this notice, the general publicis
hereby informed that any person having any objection
regarding the registration of the above-mentioned birth
particulars may submit the same on or before 05-11-2026,
when the matter is listed before the Court for further
proceedings.

G(ijven under myhand and seal of this Court on 28-10-2026.

Sd/

Judicial Magistrate 1st Class

Qazigund,

DC Ganderbal reviews progress of
Works at Babadaryadeen Transit Camp

GANDERBAL, OCTOBER 28: Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Ganderbal, Shreya Singhal, today visited the Transit Camp at
Babadaryadeen toreview the progress of ongoing developmental
works and assess the status of essential infrastructure.

During the visit, the Deputy Commissioner took stock of the
progress of various works, including the installation of lifts,
electrical works and the laying of electrical lines.

The DC directed the concerned officers to expedite the
installation of lifts and ensure that electrical works, including
the laying of electrical lines, are completed at the earliest. She
stressed the need for timely execution of works and regular
monitoring to ensure that the project progressesas per schedule.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for information of general public that the (Electric bill )
power connection is registered on my Father's name GH MOHI
UD DIN RATHER R/0..BANDI PAYEEN - Now this Connection
bearing Consumer ID NO 0212040005039 wants to be
registered on my name BILAL AHMAD RATHER S/0O GH MOHI
UD DIN RATHER If anybody have any objection in this regard
He/She may file his/her objection in the concerned PDD office
within seven days from the date of publication ofthis notice
after that no objection will be entertained

Name....BILAL AHMAD RATHER
5$/0..GH MOHI UD DIN RATHER
R/0 ... BANDIPAYEEN
BLOCK...WAGOORA

PUBLIC NOTICE

My son's name has been wrongly written as SALEEM
MANZOOR S/O MANZOOR AHMAD DAR on His Adhaar card
bearing Adhaar No .. 3850 6554 4093 while his correct name
is MOHAMMAD SALEEM DAR S/O MANZOOR AHMAD DAR
which needs to be corrected if anybody having any objection
in this regard he/she may file his/ her objection in the office of
concerned Adhaar authority of India within seven days from
the publication of this notice after that no objection will be
entertained

Name..MANZOOR AHMAD DAR
F/O...MOHAMMAD SALEEM DAR
R/0.NAGBAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

|, Fozia Samad D/o Abdul Samad, holder of Saving
Account No. 0249041000000654, IFSC: JAKAOCANDLE,
would like to state that my name has been incorrectly
recorded in my passbook as "MIS FOZIA SAMAD KOUL
GANIE".My correct name as per my Aadhaar Card No.
2423 6140 3937 is "Fozia Samad". | request you to kindly
correct my name in your bank records as per my
Aadhaar.

Fozia Samad

D/0 Abdul Samad Ganie Koul

R/0 Mirjanpora Nawakadal, Sgr - 190002
A/c No: 0249041000000654

Date: 28-10-2026

PUBLICNOTICE
OFFICE OF THE JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE
1ST CLASS, QAZIGUND
Coram: Aastik Verma | JOCODE: JK00335

In the Case of: Zahoori Jan

Versus

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir through BDO
Devsar

Whereas, the applicant, namely Zahoori Jan, has sought
adirection against the non-applicant for registration of
the birth particulars of her daughter, Aasira Firoz, who
was born on 29-04-2013.

Through the medium of this notice, the general public is
hereby informed that if any person has any objection
regarding the registration of the birth particulars
mentioned above, he/she/they may submit the same on
or before 30-10-2026, when the matter is listed for
further proceedings.

Given under my hand and seal of this Court on 22-10-
2026.

Sd/
Judicial Magistrate 1st Class Qazigund

PUBLICNOTICE
IN THE COURT OF THE JUDICIAL
MAGISTRATE 15T CLASS, QAZIGUND

Case Title: Khushboo Hussan
D/o Ghulam Hassan Mochi
R/0:Dhobhi Mohalla, Chowgam, Tehsil Devsar, District Kulgam

Versus

Block Development Officer (BDO), Devsar

(Registrar of Births and Deaths)

Whereas, the applicant, namely Khushboo Hussan, has sought
a direction from this Hon’ble Court against the non-applicant
for registration of the birth particulars of her daughter, namely
Khushboo Hussan, who was born on a date to be specified in
the relevant court record.Through the medium of this notice,
the general public is hereby informed that any person having
an objection regarding the registration of the birth particulars
of the applicant, as mentioned above, shall submit the same
before this Hon'ble Court on or before 03 November 2026,
when the matter is listed for further proceedings.

Given under the hand and seal of this Court on 28 October
2026.

Sd/

Judicial Magistrate 1st Class
QazigundPO: Magam, Dist: Budgam
Mobile: 7889377877

hereby provisionally

under any circumstances.

27.11.2020.

DIPK-7141/26
Send Date: Oct 28 2026

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE, SRINAGAR

(ACADEMIC SECTION

OFFICE ORDER No01010-RA of 2026.
DATED: 2-10-2026.

Subject: Engagement of Dr. Khan Nusrat as Senior Resident on Academic Arrangement Basis, in the Department of Anaesthesiology,
Government Medical College, Srinagar.
Reference: i) This office Advertisement No. 10 of 2026 Dated. 01.08.2026. ii) Character and Antecedent verification report received from
CID, J&K vide Form No. 176696 Dated. 23.10.2026.

Pursuant to the Selection list issued vide Notification No. 24-RA of 2026 Dated. 24.09.2026 and on the basis of Satisfactory verification
report of Character & Antecedents by Criminal Investigation Department (CID), J&K, Dr. Khan Nusrat, MD, a non-in-service candidate is

engaged as Senior Resident in the Department of Anaesthesiology, on Academic Arrangement Basis, under S.0. 364 of 2020 Dated.
27.11.2020 and Government Order No. 383-JK (HME) of 2024 Dated. 20.06.2024, initially for a period of one year, extendable up to a
maximum period of 03 (three) years,
subject to satisfactory performance, as certified by concerned Head of Department.
The engagement of the above-named doctor shall further be subject to the following terms and conditions: -
1. The engagee shall submit her joining report, along with duly attested affidavits before the Judicial Magistrate, in the office of the
undersigned, to the effect that: -
II. she is a non-in-service candidate and that the information furnished by her in this regard is true and correct. In the event, the
information is subsequently found to be false or incorrect, she shall be liable for action under the applicable rules, including
cancellation/confiscation of her registration, as may be
permissible under the relevant provisions; she shall not participate in any kind of strike during the period of her engagement. In the
event she proceeds on strike, her engagement shall be liable to termination in accordance with the applicable provisions of law,
including the provisions of the Essential Services Maintenance Act (ESMA), wherever applicable;
I1I. she shall maintain discipline and proper conduct throughout the period of her engagement. Any act of misconduct shall render her
liable to termination of engagement in accordance with the applicable rules;
IV. she is not involved in any criminal activity and that no FIR is pending against her or has been registered against her in any criminal
case, except as specifically disclosed by her in the affidavit;
V. she shall not claim an experience certificate in respect of the Senior Residency in the event she leaves the Senior Residency before
completion of at least six months;
V. she shall not claim an experience certificate in respect of the Senior Residency in the event she leaves the Senior Residency before
completion of at least six months;
V1. she shall not indulge in any private practice during the period of her engagement. In the event she is found indulging in private
practice, her engagement shall be liable to termination in accordance with the applicable rules;
VII. she shall not claim any further extension beyond the maximum permissible period of Senior Residency under the applicable rules,

The engagee shall execute an agreement with the institution in the prescribed format (Form A) in respect of the various terms and
conditions applicable to engagement on Academic Arrangement Basis. The prescribed format may be downloaded from the official
website of Government Medical College, Srinagar.
The appointee shall be required to join within 21 days from the date of issuance of this order, failing which the order shall be deemed to
have been cancelled ab-initio.

The Senior Resident engaged on Academic Arrangement Basis shall be paid remuneration as admissible under S.0. 364 of 2020 Dated.

The Senior Resident engaged on Academic Arrangement Basis shall be entitled to leave as admissible under Government Order No.
451-JK (HME) of 2024 Dated. 08.07.2024.

Sd/
Prof. (Dr.) Iffat Hassan Shah

Principal/Dean

Govt. Medical College Srinagar

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

Government of the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD (R&B) DIVISION QAZIGUND

FRESH NIT No. 37 OF R&B/QAZIGUND/2026-27/E-TENDERING/4223-37DATED: 27-10-2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K e-tenders are invited on %age basis from approved and eligible
Contract or registered with J&K Govt.CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works: -

S Cost of | Earnest Head of
N(; Stage Name T/Doc | Money Account Class of
(inRs) | (InRs) Contractor
3, [Panzath To Danigam Nowpora Road Syedpora interior Links At Panzath Teeli
mohallah link at panzath Reshwardi Link road at wanpora panzath Wanpora
Chearpora Road Malikpora link at Drinen Fishery Link at Wanpora Panzath 500/= 5000 Bgs54-S All
sanderkhar road DANGAR MOHALLAH AT DRINEN Badshah pora link panzathSheikh now Classes.
and Ganie Mohallah at drinenPanchayat Link at Drinen SHAMPORA DDC LINKWani
mohalla near Jamia Masjid Panzath WanporaWanpora Ardcheck RoadZiyarat Sharif
Link at Drinen Dawlatabad (Stage 3)

1. The NIT Consisting of Qualifying Information, EligibilityCriteria, Specifications, Bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms- and conditions of
contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given

below:
S.
No. Particulars Dated
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 27-10-2026
From 28-10-2026 (11:00AM)
2 Period of Downloading of bidder documents
To 02-11-2026 (01:00 PM)
3 Bid submission Start Date From 28-10-2026 (11:00 AM)
4 Bid Submission End Date To 02-11-2026 (01:00 PM)
02-11-2026 (01:10 PM)
5 Date and time of opening of bid (online)
In the office of Executive Engineer PWD (R&B) Division QAZIGUND.

DIPK-7151/26
Send DATED 28-10-2026

Sd/-

2. EMD/BID SECURITY & TENDER FEE, PERFORMANCE SECURITY, SECURITY DEPOSIT/RETENTION MONEY, SAFETY CIRCULAR AND GST :-

a. EMD/BID SECURITY & TENDER FEE:-Bidders shall deposit the prescribed Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and Tender
Fee through online mode into the designated Centralized Pooling Account No. 0470010200000099, IFSC:
JAKAOLALANG) (M/S Centralized Pool Account PW R&B), strictly in accordance with Finance Department Circular No.
FD-Code/290/2026 dated 22.05.2026 and Office Order No. CE/R&B/SK/WS/2095-2111 Dated 05.06.2026 issued by
theChief Engineer, PW(R&B) Department, South Kashmir. Submission of EMD in the form of CDR/FDR/TDR/Bank
Guarantee or any other instrument shall not be permissible. The Division Name, NIT No. & S.No./Name of the Work
including transaction ID and transaction date against all the required deposits should be clearly mentioned on the
Documentary proof/receipt evidencing of successful remittance of the EMD and Tender Fee and it shall be uploaded
along with the bid, failing which the bid shall be liable for rejection as non-responsive. Non submission of Earnest
Money/Bid Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive.
Note:- Non mentioning of transaction ID and date of transaction on receipt shall render the bid as non-responsive.

b.  PERFORMANCE SECURITY/PERFORMANCE GAURANTEE (including APS) :- The 15t lowest Bidder has to produce Performance Security
(Performance Guarantee) 5% and Additional Performance Security wherever applicable within 7 Days before fixation of Contract in
account no bearing 0017010200000356 PERFORMANCE SECURITY A/C EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B QAZIGUND and shall be released
after DLP obligations are over. Notwithstanding the above, the Bid Security deposited by the successful bidder(s) shall stand retained
and shall be credited to the account of the concerned Divisionas Performance Security and adjusted under the applicable Performance
Security Deposit Head,

FailuretoproducePerformance Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor for a period of01
Year be forwarded to Higher Authorities.
4 The tender / bid is liable to rejection if it does not fulfill the requirements as laid down in NIT.

Executive Engineer,
PW (R&B) Division Qazigund
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KVK-Anantnag, DARS,
SKUAST-K organise
Awareness-cum-Seed
Distribution Programme

Javid Dar calls for technology-driven
transformation of J&K’s apple industry

At Cll Apple Conclave, stresses precision horticulture, smart farming, stronger global market linkages

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28:
Minister for Agriculture Production,
Rural Development and Panchayati
Raj, Cooperative and Election
Department, Javid Ahmad Dar, today
called for a comprehensive
transformation of Jammu and
Kashmir’s apple industry through
technological innovations, precision
horticulture, smart farming and
improved market connectivity to
enhance growers’ income and
strengthen the region’s position in
domesticand international markets.

The Minister was speaking at
the 6th Edition of the CII J&K Apple
Conclave 2026, organised by the

oul aIuon

CIl J&K

October 2(

&

i

for modernising the apple sector
and unlocking its potential in an
increasingly competitive global
marketplace.

Emphasising the need to move
towards  technology-driven
horticulture, Javid Dar highlighted
theimportance ofadoptingmodern
orchard management practices,
precision farming techniques and
scientificinterventions toimprove
the productivity, ensure consistent
quality and make apple cultivation
more sustainable and economically
rewarding.

He stressed that strengthening
JammuandKashmir'sapple economy
requires a coordinated approach
encompassing orchard

(CII), J&K, at Radisson Collection,

OrchardtoGlobal Market,” witnessed

modernisation, scientific cultivation,

value additionand robust marketing
infrastructure. He called for greater
collaborationamong the government
departments, industry
representatives, agricultural
scientists and growers to translate
emergingopportunitiesintotangible
benefits for the farming community.

The Minister said that the
transitionfromtraditional cultivation
practicestomodern, market-oriented
horticultureis essential to meet the
evolving consumer expectations
andinternational quality standards.
He emphasised that improved
grading, packaging, storage and
supply-chain management can play
acrucialroleinreducing post-harvest
losses, preserving produce quality
and enabling growers to secure

Confederation of Indian Industry

Srinagar.The conclave,themed“From  detailed deliberations on strategies

efficient post-harvest management,

better market returns.

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER28:
Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir, Anshul Garg, today
reviewed the preparations for
the celebrations of Union
Territory Foundation Day (UT
Diwas) and Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas during a meeting held
at the Sher-i-Kashmir
International Conference
Centre (SKICC), Srinagar.

The meetingwasattended
by Commissioner, Srinagar
Municipal Corporation(SMC);
Deputy  Commissioner,
Srinagar; Director Information;
SSP Traffic; Vice-Chairman,
Lakes Conservation and
Management  Authority
(LCMA); heads of various
departments and police
officers.

During the meeting, the
Divisional Commissioner took
a detailed review of the
arrangements being put in
place by various departments
for the twoimportantevents.

He emphasised the need

Div Com Kashmir reviews preparations for
UT Diwas, Rashtriya Ekta Diwas at SKICC

for close inter-departmental
coordination, timely execution
of assigned responsibilities
and ensuring that all
arrangements are completed
well in advance.
Reviewing the
preparations for Rashtriya
Ekta Diwas, he stressed the
importance of ensuring
enthusiastic participation of
departments, students and
citizens in the Run for Unity,
underscoring the spirit of
national unity, integrity and
collective responsibility that
the occasion represents.
The Divisional
Commissioner alsoreviewed
thearrangements for UT Diwas
and called for organising both

occasions in a befitting
manner,

He took stock of
participant mobilisation,
transport facilities, traffic
management, publicaddress
systems, installation of
hoardings and standees,
beautification of stages, display
screens, distribution of T-shirts
and caps, refreshments and
the appointment of nodal
officers.

Directing the concerned
officers toensure meticulous
planning and effective
implementation, the DivCom
stressed that all necessary
arrangements must be putin
placeatthe earliest tofacilitate
the smooth and successful

Dir Agri Kashmir reviews
implementation of Saffron Expansion
under JKCIP in Pampore

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28: Director Agriculture
Kashmir, Sartaj Ahmad Shah, today visited
Pampore toreview saffronexpansionactivities
beingcarried out under the Jammuand Kashmir
Competitiveness Improvement Project (JKCIP).

During the visit, the Director inspected
saffron expansion fields in Munpora, Meej,
Konibal and Dusoo areas of Pampore. The
inspection focused on assessing field
development, reviewing the implementation
of project interventions and evaluating the
condition of newly established saffron
plantations.

Thevisitenabledthe Agriculture Department
to assess the progress and effectiveness of
ongoing initiatives, identify challenges faced
by farmers and field-level implementing
agencies, and review measures to ensure the
timely and efficient achievement of project
objectives.

He also reviewed the adoption of
recommended cultivation practices; the
availability of essentialinputs and the support
being provided to saffron growers under JKCIP.
The assessment is expected to help identify
further measures to strengthen saffron
production, enhance productivity and promote
the sustainable development of Kashmir’s

traditional saffron sector.

While interacting with the saffron growers
Director Agriculture stressed on the joint efforts
needed for the revival and preservation of
internationally recognised this heritage crop.

Later, the Director visited IndiaInternational
Kashmir Saffron Trading Centre (IIKSTC) at
Dusoo, Pampore and reviewed the activities
being undertakenat the centre, He interacted
with the concerned officers and took stock of
thefacilities being made available to the saffron
growers at the centre, including saffron
processing, grading, packagingande-auctioning,
with a focus on strengthening marketing
channelsand ensuring better returns for saffron
growers.

cultivation practices.

and allied sectors.

under HADP

H  HT News Network

ANANTNAG, OCTOBER 28: Krishi Vlgyan Kendra
(KVK)-Anantnag, in collaboration with the Dryland
Agriculture Research Station (DARS), Rangreth, SKUAST-
Kashmir, organised an Awareness-cum-Seed Distribution
Programme under the Holistic Agriculture Development
Programme (HADP), witnessing enthusiastic participation
from a large gathering of farmers.

The programme was organised in alignment with
the nationwide Khet Bachao Abhiyan (Rabi-2026) to
promote scientific crop management, improve agricultural
productivity and encourage the adoption of improved

During the programme, 15 quintals of seed were
distributed among more than 60 farmers under HADP
Project 1, Seed Development and Seed Multiplication
Chainin PPPMode,and Project 28, Development of Fodder
Resources for the UT of J&K.

Dr.Ishtiyaq A.Khan,Head, KVK-Anantnag, highlighted
the importance of quality seed, improved technologies
and scientificfarming practicesinenhancing productivity
and farmers’ income. He emphasised the role of HADP
andinstitutional collaborationinstrengthening agricultural

Dr.Sabia Akhter, Scientist (Agronomy), DARS, SKUAST-
Kashmir, delivered a lecture on the scientific cultivation
of oats, covering sowing time, seed rate, sowing methods,
nutrient management and other essential agronomic
practices for improving fodder yield and quality.

The programme facilitated interaction between
scientists and farmers and reinforced the importance of
quality seed and scientific cultivation. It was also highlighted
that KVK-Anantnag had earlier distributed 30 quintals
offodder seed under HADP Project 28, further contributing
tofodderresource development and sustainable livestock
production in the district.

The programme reaffirmed the commitment of KVK-
Anantnagand DARS, SKUAST-Kashmir, tofarmer-oriented
extension initiatives in alignment with HADP and the
nationwide Khet Bachao Abhiyan (Rabi-2026).

DC Kupwara Flags off

SECY RDD INAUGURATES 10-DAY SARAS MELA IN SRINAGAR

student Rally under

Mela offers platform for artisans to exchange ideas, expand markets: Ramesh Kumar
Tobacco-Free Youth

Campaign 4.0

H HT News Network

KUPWARA, OCTOBER 28: Deputy Commissioner
Kupwara, Abhishek Sharma, today flagged off a
student rally under the Tobacco-Free Youth
Campaign (TFYC 4.0)-2026 from the DC Office
Complex, Kupwara.The rally aimed to sensitize
students and the general publicabout the harmful
effects of tobacco consumption, discourage tobacco
useamongyouthand promote a healthy, tobacco-
freelifestyle.Italso sought to encourage collective
community participationin building a healthier
society.The rally passed through the General Bus
Stand and various markets of Kupwara town
before culminating at ANMT School, Kupwara,
with students spreading awareness about tobacco
prevention and healthier lifestyle choices.

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28:
Secretary, Rural Development
Department(RDD)and Panchayati
Raj, Ramesh Kumar, on
Wednesday inaugurated the
10-day SARAS Aajeevika Mela
at Polo View Park, Srinagar.

The event brings together
rural entrepreneurs, artisans
and women-led Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) from across the country.

Organised by the Jammuand
Kashmir Rural Livelihoods
Mission (JKRLM), the mela
provides a platform for
participants fromdifferent states
to showcase their products,
promote traditional crafts and

opportunities. Several districts
of Jammu and Kashmir are also
participating, displaying their
unique local products.

Participants from various
states have broughtawiderange
of products, including handicrafts,
handloom items and food-
processing products. Many of
these products are made by
women associated with SHGs,
highlighting theirentrepreneurial
skills and contribution to the
rural economy.

Speaking on the occasion,
Secretary said the mela provides
anexcellentopportunity forrural
artisans and entrepreneurs to
interact, exchange ideas and
learn from one another. He

offers direct market access,
enabling local residents and
tourists visiting Kashmir to
purchase their products.
Ramesh Kumar further
observed that such platforms
helpartisansand entrepreneurs
promote their products, explore
new marketingavenues,improve

livelihoods. The melaalsoenables
themtoexpand their businesses
by connecting with potential
customers and exploring
opportunitiesbeyond theirlocal
markets.
TheSecretaryinspected stalls
representing different states,
along with those showcasing

Kashmir and Ladakh Union
Territories. He interacted with
exhibitors and applauded their
entrepreneurial spirit and
innovationinrural enterprises.
Ramesh Kumar said several
SHGs from Jammu and Kashmir
are participating in the mela,
including Lakhpati Didis—women
who have achieved an annual
household income of Rs 1 lakh
or more through sustainable
livelihood activities.
Emphasising theimportance
of women’sempowerment, the
Secretary said such initiatives
play a significant role in
promoting financial
independence and self-reliance
among rural women. He noted

avaluable platformto showcase
their products, connect with
potential customers and explore
new business opportunities.
The event has received an
encouraging response, with
participants showcasing their
products and engaging with
visitors, buyers and fellow
entrepreneurs.Participants from
states including Telangana,
Uttarakhand,  Rajasthan,
Jharkhand, Tripura, Odishaand
Uttar Pradesh, among others,
willshowcase productsreflecting
their regions’ traditional skills
andlocal resources. The exhibits
include Pochampally Ikat sarees,
Banarasi textiles, Chikankari
embroidery, traditional jewellery,

explore

new market

highlighted that the event also

their skills and enhance their

the unique crafts of Jammu,

thatthe mela provides themwith

handicrafts, home décor.

JKEDI holds Startup Screening Committee Meeting for Seed Funding under J&K Startup Policy 2024-27
35 aspiring startups from Kashmir pitch innovative business ideas on day one

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28:
The Jammu and Kashmir
Entrepreneurship Development
Institute (JKEDI)today convened
theStartupScreeningCommittee
meeting to evaluate startup
proposals from Kashmir Division
seeking seed funding under the
J&K Startup Policy 2024-27.

The meeting was chaired
by Mohammad Younis Malik,
Director, JKEDI, and attended
by a distinguished panel of

experts representing
government departments,
@ 00 ©

financialinstitutions,academia,
and industry.

The panel comprised Rishpal
Singh, Special Secretary,
Industries and Commerce
Department; Sudershan Kumar,
Managing Director, JKTPO;
Mohammad Nazir Sheikh,
Director, Handloom and
Handicrafts, Jammu, who
participated virtually; Prof.
Parvaiz Mir, Director, CIED, IUST,
Awantipora; Saad Parvaiz,
Associate Professor, NIT Srinagar;
Javaid Ahmad Tenga, President,
Kashmir Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (KCCI), Srinagar;
Dr.Irfana Rashid, Coordinator,

New Generation Innovationand
Entrepreneurship Development
Centre (New Gen IEDC),
University of Kashmir; Ishfaq
Ahmad Hakak, AGM, Jammu
and Kashmir Bank; Abdul Rouf
Khan,Incubation Manager, SKIIE,
SKUAST-Kashmir; and Md.
Adnan Rehman, Assistant
Incubation Manager, IIT Jammu.

Onthefirstday of the two-
dayexercise, 35aspiringstartups
from Kashmir Division pitched
their startup business ideas
before the committee for
consideration under the seed
funding componentofthe policy.
28 startups are scheduled to

present their proposals
tomorrow, taking the total
numberof participating startups
to 63.

The committeeassessed the
proposals in terms of their
innovation, business viability,
scalability, problem solvingand
potential to address market
needs.Itobserved thattheideas
presented on the first day
demonstrated considerable
promise and could contribute
meaningfully to  the
entrepreneurial growth of
Jammu and Kashmir.

The committee members
emphasised theimportance of

fosteringa culture of innovation
and entrepreneurship among
theyouth ofJammuand Kashmir.
They highlighted the potential
of startups in generating
employment, addressing
emerging market needs, and
creating dynamic enterprises.
The membersalso underscored
theneedtoencourageinnovative,
market-oriented, and scalable
business ideas that can be
developedintoviableenterprises
and contribute to the economic
growth of the Union Territory.

The seed funding initiative
under the J&K Startup Policy
2024-27aimstosupporteligible

startups in  prototype
development and the launch of
innovative products and
services, helping them move
fromthe ideation stage towards
commercialization.
Following the evaluation
process, the Screening
Committee will recommend
suitable  proposals  for
consideration by the Startup
Task Force Committee, headed
by the Commissioner Secretary,
Industries and Commerce
Department. The recommended
proposals will be taken up in
accordance with the provisions
and guidelines of the policy.

o0 @ ©
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Is Ebola under control in

Kenya afte

s fears grow that the Ebola outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of Congo could spread
further, Kenya, whichannouncedits first Ebola
case three weeks ago and has since had eight
ore cases, ishoping for the o%posite.Nine cases
and two deaths have so far been confirmed.

With the first 20 of the people who came into contact
with the first Ebola patient being released, the government
has described it as a "milestone worth celebrating”,

The governmentexpects the outbreak tobe declared over
inless than twomonths, ifefforts to contain the spread holds.
Butthatis assuming there are no more cases, including from
the ?8 people still in quarantine and due to be freed next
week.

Should Kenyans still be concerned?

Despite the initial release of the people in quarantine,
Kenya's Health Director-General Patrick Amoth has reiterated
that the focus was "firmly on the finish line".

The outbreak canonly be declared over after42 days from
the time the last confirmed patient twice tests negative for
Ebola, he said on Monday.

"We cannot afford to drop our vigilance until we reach
that point," he said

In the days after the first case was announced, concerns
had been rising that the virus could start spreading further,
even as the government sought to assure citizens.

The US warned it citizens against travelling to Kenya,
while neighbouring countries such as Uganda, Ethiopia and
Somalia remain on alert.

Concerns remain among Kenyans that the disease could
still spread more widely.

Nearly 5,000 people have died since Ebola was confirmed
inDR CongoinMay, makingit the second most deadly outbreak
of the disease.

With more than 10,000 cases in DR Congo, Kenya faces a
steady risk of new cases arriving across borders, according
totheInternational Rescue Committee, which hasbeenworking
alongside both governments to contain the spread.

The latest outbreak has been caused by the Bundibugyo
species, which is relatively rare, with no approved vaccine or
treatment - though trials are under way.

Kenyansraised questions from the outset, about how the
first gatlentwas abletospendtimeintheregionworst-affected
by Ebola, then travel to two more countries before hisillness
was identified. He died days after his arrival in Kenya.

As a regional transport hub, the risk of the outbreak
spreading remains a big concern.

Thedoctors'unionin Kenyaexpressed concernsat "lapses”
atvariousborder points, includingwithneighbouring Uganda
and Tanzania, as well as at Kenya's main airport.

Dennis Miskellah, the union representative, told the BBC
that border and port facilities were grossly understaffed.

In the latest update on Monday, Amoth says that "each

Australian

milestone brings us closer to the end of this outbreak, and
together we will get there".

What is being done to stop it spreading?

Whenthefirst case wasannounced, the authorities urged
people not to panic, assuring themof heightened surveillance
atairports and border crossings.

Kenyahassinceintroducedenhanced screeninﬁfortravellers
arriving from 10 countries it considers to be at high risk: DR
Congo, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, Angola, Zambia,
Ethiopia, South Sudan and the Central African Republic.

Travellers arriving from those countries are required to
complete a digital surveillance form before boarding their
flightsl, and to present a QR code to port health officials on
arrival.

Kenya also ordered enhanced public health screening of
aircraft arriving from those countries, as authorities seek to
prevent further imported cases.

Within the country, the government has been sharing
public messages to create awareness about Ebola, including
encouraging people to promptly report any suspected cases
and seek care at a hospital.

sunscreen brands
facestricterrules
after safety scandal

ustralian sunscreen manufacturers will be

subject to stricter rules in the wake of a

safety scandal that saw popular brands
ulled off shelves.

The reforms, announced by the Therapeutic
Goods Administration (TGA) on Tuesday, include
stronger testing and quality requirements for specific
ingredients.

This comes after a bombshell report last year by
consumer advocacy group Choice which found that
some popular sunscreens did not provide the level of
protection their manufacturers claimed.

The new proposed regulations are "about making
SPF claims more reliable” and giving the agency
"faster access to evidence when concerns arise",
Robyn Langham, the TGA's chief medical adviser, tells
the BBC.

"Australians expect the SPF on the label to be
backed by robust evidence," she said in a statement
over email,

"These proposed reforms put that expectation at
the centre of sunscreen regulation, with stronger
testing requirements for the finished product
consumers buy and repeat testing throughout its time
on the market."

Under the new regulations proposed by the TGA,
cosmetic sunscreen brands will also be limited in the
skin protection factor SSPF) claims they can make,

This is to ensure "clear distinction for consumers"
between sunscreens that are mainly made for UV
protection and cosmetic products where UV
protection is a secondary function.

Suppliers would also be required to provide their
SPF testing data to the TGA when they list a sunscreen,
and ke%) Periodically testing the product throughout
its shelflife,

Under current regulations, it's not mandatory for
sunscreen manufacturers to provide testing data to
the TGA unless requested.

The TGA said the reforms would be "implemented
in staﬁges, with further consultation where required",

The Choice report, published in June 2025, found
that 16 of 20 tested sunscreens - including several
premium, expensive brands - failed to live up to their
advertised SPF rating.

One product, Ultra Violette's Lean Screen
Skinscreen, which was voluntarily recalled last year,
was marketed as having an SPF of 50+ but was found
to offer only SPF 4.

The scandal sparked massive backlash in
Australia, which has the highest rate of skin cancer in
the world.

More than a dozen products were pulled from
shelves or had their sales suspended as a result of the
scandal.The TGA proposed sweeping reforms to the
sunscreen industry earlier this year, which included
plans to make sunscreen labelling simpler and more
oversight at testing labs.

Its statement on Tuesday said that changes to
labelling would be made after further review and
consultation.Choice welcomed the reforms, saying in
astatement on Tuesday that it was "pleased to see” the
stricter rules proposed by the TGA.

However, the group pointed out that the TGA has
not proposed to "routinely monitor and evaluate test
results".Choice also argued that that sunscreen test
results should not be provided only to the TGA - as
proposed by the regulator - but rather made publicly
available and routinely monitored, "in the interest of
transparency and public safety".

(BBCNEWS)
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Ithas also focused on hygiene and safety measures, such
aswashinghandsand avoicfi,ngclose contactwithsick people.

The government has additionally designated treatment
andisolation facilities across the country,and health workers
have been trained to deal with the disease.

Amoth also said that a dedicated laboratory had been set
up at the Kenyatta National Hospital Infectious Disease Unit
to handle Ebola tests, to ensure that the hospital's laboratory
was not contaminated.

Following confirmation of the first Ebola case on 6 October,
the health ministry conducted "robust contact tracing of
anyone who may have been exposed", the World Health
Organization (WHO) says. By 22 October, all contacts had
been traced, both in Kenya and internationally, and placed
in quarantine, it adds.

The government says that the confirmed cases so far are
connected and thereis no evidence that the virus has spread
to the community.

Earlier, the International Rescue Committee noted that
with all of those infected having links to the first victim, it
showed Kenya's early response was working.

rmed?

The government has been working with international
partners, including Africa CDC and the WHO to support its
response, including surveillance, communication and
community engagement.

Atoll-free emergency hotline, 719, has been provided to
the public to report suspected symptoms.

Is I(enf\{a prepared in case it starts spreading further?

Amoth earlier said that none of the contacts of the first
patients had showed symptoms before goinginto quarantine
"and therefore the potential to spread to another person is
very minimal, literally non-existent",

The incubation period for Ebola ranges from two to 21
days, meaning those exposed to the virus may not become
illfor several weeks. The Ebolavirus S{Jreadsthrough contact
with infected bodily fluids such as blood or vomit.

Despite that, Kenya's health ministry said nearly 5,000
healthcare workers have been trained to deal with Ebola at
the national and local levels, besides the facilities that have
been designated to handle the virus.

The ministry urged people to remain calm and vigilant.
It also asked Kenyans not to stigmatise people identified as
contacts of Ebola cases.

Theministry,alongwiththe WHO, have produced posters
tohelppeople understand Ebolaand supportits containment.
One message reads: "Stop stigma, choose support. Stigma
candiscourage people fromreportingsymptomsorcooperating
with response teams.”"

In addition, the government has procured supplies of
protective equipment.

Is enough being done to protect health workers?

Not according to the Kenya Medical Practitioners and
Dentists Union (KMPDU).

Withthree healthworkersand ahospital cleaneramong
those infected, questions have been asked as to whether the
government could do more to protect workers.

Health workers and carers can face a higher risk of Ebola
infectionbecause caringforinfected patients may bring them
into contact with blood and other bodily fluids.

Dennis Miskellah, the KMPDU deputy secretary general,
told the BBC that protective equipment should be provided
to hospitals so that they were fully protected, especially in
case patients with s%mptoms do not declare that they have
been in areas with Ebola.

He suggests the government ought to conduct proper
health education to destigmatise the virus, so that people do
not seek to hide their symptoms.

Thelnternational Rescue Committeealsocalledforcontinued
funding for contact tracing, border screening and training of
frontline healthworkersinKenya Will there be any restrictions,
like a travel ban?Kenya remains open with no restrictions on
travel, trade or public gatherings.

(BBCNEWS)

(How we can exercise

T

ncidental exerciseis emergingasasurprisingly
powerful tool for protecting our health, helpin
us to burn more calories, reduce the risk o
cardiovascular disease, and even lower our risk
of death.

Once we're aware of this "incidental activity", we
canbuild more ofitinto oureverydayroutine with afew
simple lifestyle tweaks. Here are some you might want
totry.

Fidgeting

Take, for instance, leg fidgeting.

Growing up, we're encouraged not to fidget, which
is seen as a sign of boredom and not paying attention.
There are manY reasons to ignore this advice.

During lpro onged periods of sitting, muscles in our
legs are relatively inactive. This reduces the regular
muscle contractions that help to clear glucose from the
bloodstreamand support healthy blood circulation, says
Narayanan.

Butfidgetingincreases muscle activity and therefore
helps us to burn more calories compared with when we
are sitting still, a recent study has found.

"Some earlier research sug%ests that leg fidgeting
may help maintain blood vessel function and improve
blood sugar control," says Narayanan, Standing as you
do this may enhance these benefits. (Read more from
the BBC about when Iyou do and don't need to worry
about blood sugar spikes.)

Similarly,asmall stud){)found thathabituallegshaking,
aformoffidgeting,burnsabout 16% more energy compared
with sitting still.

Theresearchers found thathigher levels of incidental
activity could offset the health risks associated with
sitting for more than 11 hours a day

ove often

Unlike structured activity, incidental movement
does not require a gym membership or for us to carve
out specific time to move,

We often forget that everyday household activities
can decrease sedentary time. Cooking, gardening and
vacuuming are also forms of incidental exercise.

We don't need tospend hours moving to gain health
benefits. Just four minutes per day of brief, incidental
bursts of activity that last less than a minute can help to
offsettheincreasedrisk of cardiovascular diseases from
sedentary time, a large 2024 study found.

Ll

more without even trying

In the study, researchers analysed data from over
22,000UK participants wearing a tracking device which
captured how much they moved throuc%hout the daP/.
Thesamplewaslimited toindividualswhodid notregularly
take %art in purposeful exercise.

The participants were followed for eight years. The
researchers found thathigherlevels of incidental activity
could offset the health risks associated with sitting for
more than 11 hours aday. Follow-upresearch has found
that incidental activity is also linked to a lower risk of
premature death.

Nicholas Koemel, senior research fellow at Monash
University in Australia, who led the research, says the
type of activities we could include are climbing lights
of stairs, carrying heavy shopping bags or playing with
children.

By paying attention to opﬂortunities that help us
increase our movementthroughoutthe day, people may
be able to increase the intensity of these activities, says
Koemel.

This could include walking faster than your normal
pace to get to your destination or parkin%1 urther away
when going to the shops. While you're there, consider
using a basket instead of a trolley. Before you realise it,
youmay wellhavestrengthenedyourmusclesby carrying
a few kilos of shopping around.

Habit piggybacking

Largefitness goals canfeel overwhelming, soanother
strategy to introduce movement throughout the day
couldinvolve "piggybacking" onactivitiesyouarealready
doing, says Amanda Daley, professor of behavioural
medicine at Loughborough University in the UK.

This simply involves adding some movement to an
activity you are already doing. You could try doing a calf
raise while brushing your teeth, a le% raise under your
desk, or going forawalk while ona call instead of sitting
down.Daleysaysthatin her household there'sarule that
any gackages ordered online must be delivered to a
nearbylockerinstead of toherhouse. "I[fwe wantsomething
we have to pickit up. This can also be a great way to get
teenagers out of their rooms to get some walking into
theirday."We canbuild new habitsinto the working day
too. Inone study, Daley and colleagues provided doctors
with standing desks.

(BBCNEWS)
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Neeraj Chopra's VEL Sports Management
signs Asian Games medallist Pooja

United News Of India

NEW DELHI, OCT 28 :VEL Sports
Management, an initiative built on
the vision of Olympic champion Neeraj
Chopra, hassigned Indian High Jumper
Pooja, who hasalready made her mark
with an Asian Games bronze and a
National Record.

The association will see VEL
support her sporting development,
career managementand commercial
opportunities as she looks to scale
new heights.

Under the association, VELSports
Management will support Poojaacross
her professional journey, encompassing
sporting development and training
support,commercial representation,
brand partnershipsand endorsements,
contract negotiations, media and
personal branding, and long-term
career planning.

The integrated approach will
enable Pooja to focus on her
performance while VEL helps her
navigate the wider professional and
commercial aspects of her career.

Himani Mor, Managing Director,
VEL Sports Management, said, "We
are delighted to welcome Pooja to

VEL Sports Management. She has
already demonstrated tremendous
promise, and we are confident that
with the right support and
opportunities, she can reach even
greater heights and continue making
the country proud. Our vision at VEL
is to build a strong support system
around athletes, helping them focus
on their sporting ambitions while
unlocking opportunities for
professional and commercial growth."
"Neeraj has always been deeply
passionate about giving back to the
sporting community, and VEL
isanextensionofthatbelief. Having
seen hiscommitment to Indian sport

5
upclose,Ishare hisambitionto create
meaningful opportunities forathletes.
We look forward to helping Pooja
build

onherachievementsand take the
next steps in her journey," Mor said.

Poojasaid, "[amdelighted tobegin
this partnership with VEL Sports
Management. My focus has always
been on improving as an athlete,
representing India and achieving
biggermilestonesinhighjump.Coming
from Haryana, like Neeraj sir, I feel a
special sense of pride inrepresenting
our country and hope toinspire more
young athletes to dream big."
"I look forward to having VEL

support meacross my sportingjourney
and help me explore the right
opportunities as I continue to work
towards my goals.lam excited about
this next chapter and determined to
keep pushing my limits and making
India proud,” she said.

Arising force in Indian athletics,
the Haryana-born high jumper won
bronze in the women's high jump at
the 2026 Asian Gamesin Aichi-Nagoya
and setanew Indian national record
of 1.93m

while winning Gold at the Asian
U20Athletics Championshipsin Hong
Kong earlier this year.

At just 19, Pooja has already
established herself as one of India's
most promising young athletes, with
further milestones in her sights.

Built on Neeraj Chopra's vision of
givingbacktoIndiansport, VELSports
Management aims to provide athletes
with the professional guidance and
opportunities needed to build
sustainable careers. Through this
association, VEL will work towards
helpingPoojabuildonherachievements
and continue progressing towards
her ambitions on the international
stage.

Anahatwithdraws from

CanadianOpenquart
duetoinjury

HT Sports News

Indian Hawks Skater Radhika

Bags Two Medals at DAV National |

United News Of India

NEW DELHI, OCT 28 :India's squash player Anahat
Singh withdrew from her quarterfinal against top
seed Fayrouz Aboelkheir at the Canadian Women's
Open in Toronto on Wednesday due to an injury.

The Professional Squash Association (PSA)confirmed
Anahat's withdrawal but did not disclose details of
the injury. The 18-year-old was scheduled to face
Aboelkheirinthe opening match of the day at Brookfield
Placein the USD 103,750 PSA Silver-level tournament.

Anahat had reached the quarterfinals after beating
Britain's Saran Nghiem 11-6,4-11,11-5,11-7 on Monday.
Shereceived abyein the opening round. Her withdrawal
gives Aboelkheir a walkover into the semifinals.

Anahat has enjoyed animpressive year on the PSA
Tour. Earlier this month, she upset Egypt's eight-time
world champion Nour ElSherbini at the Silicon Valley
Open before reaching the semifinals.

The Delhi teenager has also made her mark at the
continental level, reaching the women's singles final
at the Asian Games in Japan.

NEW DELHI: Radhika of IndianHawks Sports
Academy won a silver and a bronze medal at
the DAV National Sports Championship 2026,
held at Chilla’s Sports Complexin Delhi, delivering
a commendable performance at the national-
level roller skating event.

Radhika competed against skaters from
different parts of the country and secured two
podium finishes, bringing recognition to Indian
Hawks SportsAcademy.Her performancereflected
her preparation and competitive spirit at the
prestigious championship.

The achievement adds to the academy’s
growing presence in competitive roller skating
and highlights the efforts of its athletes in
national-level events.

Chief Patron Ashok Gandotra Retd Chief
Engineer, congratulated Radhika on her success
and expressed hope that she would continue
to perform well in upcoming competitions.

The academy’s medal-winning skaters
continue to represent the institution with

o AR a

determination, contributing to its efforts to
promote roller skating

and developyoung talent. Radhika's double-
medalfinish at the DAV Nationals marksanotable
achievement for the academy and provides
encouragement to aspiring skaters.
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WBBL: Yastika joins Brishane
Heat as Jonassen’s replacement

signing, highlighting Yastika's experience in
Australian conditions.

United News Of India

NEW DELHI, OCT 28 :India wicketkeeper-
batter Yastika Bhatia will return to the Women's
Big Bash League (WBBL) after Brishane Heat
signed her as a replacement for injured veteran
Jess Jonassen ahead of the new season.

Yastika, who previously represented
Melbourne Stars in WBBL 10, will be Brisbane's
third overseas player for the 12th edition and
theonlyIndiancricketerinthisyear'scompetition.
The 25-year-old is expected to join the squad
before Sunday's match against Sydney Thunder
at Drummoyne Oval and will remain available
for the rest of the tournament.

Jonassen, Brisbane's most-capped player
and former captain, has been sidelined with a
hip injury. The Heat have turned to Yastika to
strengthentheirbattingline-up. Theleft-hander
has played six WBBL matches and made 58
international appearancesforIndiaacrossformats.

Head coach Mark Sorrell welcomed the

"Beingable tosignsuchaquality,experienced
international player so close to the tournament
isgreatboost for us. We will miss Jess (Jonassen)
of course, butit is reassuring to bring in another
strong scoring left-handerinto our battingline-
up. Yastika(Bhatia) has good experience playing
in Australia and at Allan Border Field, so we are
confident she will fit in nicely with the group,”
said Sorrell.

Ovais HakaqwinsDistrict
Pulwama Cycling Championship

HT Sports News

CHENNAI, OCT 28 :The Cycling
Association of Jammu and Kashmir today
organised the District Pulwama Cycling
Championshipat Pampore, Pulwama, under
the supervision of J&K State Sports Council.

Speaking on the occasion, Mushtaq
Ahmad Bhat said that the position holders
wouldbeselected torepresent the district
in the forthcoming State Cycling
Championship. He appreciated the efforts
of all participantsand thanked the concerned
police station CMO Pampore for its full

The race was flagged off by Faheem
Ali, Retired SSP.. Under-12 Category

Affan Showkat (Khrew), Shamid Amin
(Khrew), M. Muneer Bhat (Pampore) got
firstthree postionsrespectively as Lukmaan
Imtiyaz (Konibal), Zaid Bin Hilal (Khrew)

Mustafa Syed (Khrew) secured first
three postions In U/14 years.

Yasir Ahmad Wani (Shar-i-Shalli), Taha
Bin Showkat (Shar-i-Shalli), Riyaan Muneer
(Khrew) gotted first three postions while
as Under-19 Musaib Mushtaq (Pampore),
Arif Rehman (Pampore),

Zaid BinZameer (Namlabal, Pampore)
gotted first three postions In the Open
Category Ovais Hakak. Showkat Ahmad .
Ishtiyaq Rasool got first three postions

FERON TOWN,
O SARE R aboN 2

cooperation, support and efficient traffic
management during the event.

Atthe conclusion ofthe championship,
prizes and certificates were distributed
among the winners by chief guest Faheem
Alj, Retired SSP.

The event was attended by Mushtaq
AhmadBhat, Vice President of the Cycling
Association of

Jammu and Kashmir; Riyaz Wani,
President of the Jammu and Kashmir
Mountain Biking Association (JKMBA);
Yasir Makdoomi,

Secretary of Swim N Survival Society
Kashmir; Ovais Hakak; Javeed Masoodj;
Amunees Ahmad; Ishtiyaq Rasool; and
Showkat Ahmad, among others
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YOUR WORDS. OUR PLATFORM. A BETTER TOMORROW.
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Are you a writer, poet, storyteller, columnist, or feature writer
with a passion for literature or health writings?
Headlines Today offers a platform to share
your knowledge, creativity, and experiences.

LITERATURE SECTION

Well-crafted essays, literary articles,
reflections, and creative writings.

Dr Basharat Khan
Honorary Editor:
Literature & Health Sections (HT)

HEALTH SECTION

Well-researched articles, expert columns,
and in-depth feature reports from
professionals and specialists.

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO:

é\ chogalwriter76@gmail.com

66 YOUR WORDS CAN INSPIRE,
INFORM, AND IGNITE;
LET THEM BE HEARD.
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