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Neeraj Chopra's VEL Sports Management
signs Asian Games medallist Pooja

‘‘MoreYouthEngagement,
More Sporting Activities:DGP
on Drug-Free &K

Police to expand sports initiatives to promote fitness, discipline
and steer youngsters away from drugs and gambling

Vande Bharat Catering
Staff Member Killed
After Being Hit by Parcel

Train ir| Srinagar says young officers will shape India’s journey towards 2047 HTNEWSDESK /AGENCIES ~ He also referred to the
establishment of 28 indoor and
7 AN and strengthen institutions. Sinha said SRINAGAR, OCTOBER29:  open-airgymsacrossthe Union
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SRINAGAR, OCT 29,: Anon-local
railway catering staff member was
found dead after being hit by a parcel
trainnear Suthsoo Kalanin Srinagar
on Thursday, officials said.

The deceased was identified as
Jaan Mohammad, son of Noor
Mohammad, a resident of Sakri
village in Chasana area of Reasi
district.

According to information
received, theincidentoccurred near
railway track kilometre point and
electric pole number 61/05, falling
under the jurisdiction of Railway
Police Station (RPS), Srinagar.

The deceased was reportedly
working as a catering staff member
on the Vande Bharat train. He was
found dead at the spot after being
hit by the parcel train. [KNT]

HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 29: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on Thursday
felicitated successful candidates of the
UPSC Civil Services Examination 2025
andJKASExamination 2024, urging them
to uphold humility, compassion and
integrity while discharging their

IT'S OUR HONOUR.TO

responsibilities. Emphasising that public
office is a trust reposed by the people,
the LG said the true measure of
administration lies in improving the
lives of the most vulnerable sections of
society. He advised the young officers
to look beyond files and procedures,
understand ground realities, leverage
technology for transparent governance

the policies formulated and ethical
decisions taken by today’s publicservants
would shape the foundationofadeveloped
Indiaby 2047.He stressed that leadership
wasaresponsibility toserve, guide and
empower people,adding that the legacy
of an administrator should be defined
by publicwelfarerather than the prestige
of office.

The Lieutenant Governor, Shri Manoj
Sinha today addressed a felicitation
ceremony organised for the successful
candidates of UPSC Civil Services
Examination 2025 and Jammu and
Kashmir Administrative Service (JKAS)
Examination 2024. Congratulating the
candidates on their remarkable
achievement, the Lieutenant Governor
also extended his best wishes to their
parents, whose selfless efforts helped
themrealise theiraspirations.Addressing
the young officers, the Lieutenant
Governor said that
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Jammu and Kashmir Police will
intensify youth engagement
and sporting activities to
promote adrug-free and secure
Union Territory, Director
General of Police Nalin Prabhat
said on Thursday. Speaking on
the sidelines of a cycling event
inSrinagar, the DGPsaid sports
could encourage healthy
lifestyles, strengthen mental
resilience and discipline, and
help young people stay away
fromdrugabuse and gambling.
Expressing concern over
excessive smartphone use and
sedentary lifestyles, he
highlighted the importance of
outdooractivitiessuchascycling
in promoting physical and
mental well-being. Prabhat said
the broader objective was to
build a happy, healthy and
prosperousJammuand Kashmir.

Territory as part of efforts to

encourage fitness and
constructive engagement
among people.

Jammu and Kashmir
Director General of Police Nalin
Prabhat on Thursday said the
police would step up youth
engagement and sporting
activities to

P22 MORE ONP02)

AliMohammad Sagar

Railways Offers
Concessional Freight Rates to

Transport Kashmir Fruit
Horticulture Department, Northern Railway discuss

shifting produce from roads torail as fruit season nears end

Y

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 29:
Northern Railway has offered
concessional freight rates to
encourage the transportation of
Kashmir’s horticultural produce
by train, with the Horticulture
Departmentexploringarrangements
to facilitate the movement of fruit
consignments as the season
approaches its end. The proposal
wasdiscussed atameeting convened
by the Director, Horticulture
Planning and Marketing, where
Railway officials highlighted

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

A,

reduced freight rates to promote
the use of Joint Parcel Product-Rapid
Cargo Service (JPP-RCS) trains on
theirreturnjourneys. Theinitiative
aims to utilise available cargo
capacity and provide growers and
traders withanalternative toroad
transportation. Officials stressed
the need for coordination among
the department, Northern Railway
and the cargo aggregator to make
the arrangement operational.
However, the first dispatch date,
exact freight rates, expected cargo
volumes and
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Assumes Charge, Assures Time-Bound

Redressal of Public Grievances

Revenue, PDD and other departments under his charge; minister
interacts with deputations and seeks coordinated administrative action

J§K's New Media Policy to Cover Social
MediaPlatforms, DraftUnder Examination
Director Information Mamta Yadav says
guidelines are being examined amid debate over online
misinformation, trolling and press freedom

HT NEWS NETWORK attackson publicrepresentatives. During
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SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 29: Minister
Ali Mohammad Sagar on
Thursday assumed charge
of the departments of
Revenue, Power
Development, Law,
Justiceand Parliamentary
Affairs, Disaster
Management, Q@ |
Monitoring, Relief and R\
Rehabilitation,andElections.
Soon after taking over, he
interacted with several deputations
representing different sections of society,

who raised public grievances,
developmental concerns and
administrative issues requiring

departmental intervention. Sagar gave
apatienthearing to the representatives
and assured them that genuine concerns

would be taken up with the concerned
authorities for appropriate action.
Emphasising responsive and
accessible governance, he
called for stronger
coordination among
\ departments, greater
| accountability and
timely delivery of public
services. The minister
_/ saidregularengagement
/ with citizens was
essential tounderstanding
ground-level challenges and
identifying practical solutions,
reiteratingthegovernment'scommitment
to addressing public grievances fairly
and transparently. Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs, Disaster
Management, Monitoring, Relief and

Rehabilitation
po24 MORE ONP 02|

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 29: Jammu
and Kashmir’s proposed new media
policy is expected to be finalised
soon, with the draft currently under
examinationand provisions envisaged
to cover social media platforms such
asFacebookand Instagram, Director
Information Mamta Yadav said on
Thursday. She said the department
was responding to queries raised |
during the examination processand |
hoped the policy would be finalised |
at the earliest. The proposed
frameworkseekstoaddressdevelopments
indigitalcommunicationand the growing
role of social media in public relations
campaigns. The issue has gained
prominence following discussions in
the J&K Legislative Assembly over
unregulated online news platforms,
misleading content and alleged online

the Assembly’sautumn session, Education
and Health Minister Sakina Itoo had
said the government was working on

new guidelines, while legislators stressed
theneed toensure accountability without
compromising press freedom.Director
Information Mamta Yadav on Thursday
said Jammu and Kashmir’s new media
policyis expected to be finalised soon,
with the
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Woman killed, 3 injured
as tempo skids off road,
rolls down in Reasi

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

REASI, OCT 29 : A woman was
killed while three others, including

a minor girl, were injured after a
tempo skidded offthe road and rolled
down in the Dansal area of Reasi
during the intervening night of
Wednesday and Thursday, officials
said.

Anofficial told the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO) that
theaccidentoccurred nearLast Galla

in Dansal, leaving a woman dead
and three others injured during the
previous night.

He said all the injured were
shifted to a hospital, where the
woman was declared dead, while
the others were undergoing
treatment.

The deceased was identified as

Gulshan(45),aresident of Dhanour. |
Theinjured wereidentified as Subash,
a resident of Dhanour; Altaf, the
driver of the vehicle and a resident
of Dharore; and a minor girl whose
identity is yet to be ascertained.
Meanwhile, cognisance of the
incident has been taken and a probe
is underway—(KNO)

Supreme Court Collegium
Approves Tahir Majid Shamsi, Eight
Others for J&K and Ladakh High Court
Nine names cleared in a significant
development for the region’s judiciary; list includes

senior legal professionals and advocates
HT NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
Collegium has reportedly approved
the names of Tahir Majid Shamsi and
eightothersforappointmentasjudges
ofthe High CourtofJammuand Kashmir
and Ladakh, according to sources.

The reported decision includes
prominent legal professionals
associated with the region’s judicial
and legalinstitutions. The other eight
names are Vishal Sharma, Vikram
Kumar Sharma, Namgyal Wangchuk,
Pawan Kumar Kundal, Tabasum Zafar,
AmitGupta, PranavKohliand Anupam
Raina.

The reported approval marks an
important developmentin the process
of selecting judges for the High Court,
which serves the Union Territories of
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.
Appointments to constitutional courts

are crucial for the effective
administration of justice, timely
adjudication of casesand strengthening
publicconfidencein thejudicial system.

Tahir Majid Shamsi, whose name
figures among those reportedly
approved, has served as Deputy
Solicitor General of
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EOW Kashmir Chargesheets Five in
Alleged Migrant Property Fraud Case

Over ¥1 crore allegedly paid for 14 kanals of land in Pattan;
investigation points to impersonation, forged documents

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES Ghulam Mohammad Sheikh, Zahoor

HT BOTTOM NEWS

‘World Stroke Day’
Stroke increasingly hits
younger people, doctors warn

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 29: The
Economic Offences Wing (EOW)
Kashmir of Crime Branch J&K has
filed a chargesheet against five
persons in an alleged fraud
involving the sale of migrant-
owned property in Wussan,
Goshbugh Pattan, Baramulla
district. The chargesheet in FIR
No.34/2017 was filed before the
Court of the Chief Judicial
Magistrate, Sopore, underrelevant =
provisions of the Ranbir Penal
Code. According to officials, the
complainant paid morethan 1crore
for 14 kanals and three marlas of land
owned by Jawahar Lal Bhat, but neither
possession was handed over nor the
money refunded. The investigation
allegedly revealed a conspiracy
involving impersonation, fabricated
identity documents and misuse of a
purported power of attorney. The
accused have been identified as Brij
Nath, Ghulam Mohi-Ud-Din Dar,

Ahmed Darand Reyaz Ahmad Rather.
Officials said twoaccused werearrested
in September, with Dar subsequently

N

N
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IN THE COURT OF LAW

securing bail while Brij Nath remains
lodged in Central Jail. The EOW has
advised people to verify ownership
recordsand property documents before
entering into transactions.
TheEconomicOffences Wing(EOW)
Kashmir of the Crime Branch J&K has
filedachargesheetagainst five persons
in a case involving alleged cheating,

forgery and
P22 MORE ONP02)
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ruptures, can lead to serious
complications, including paralysis,

SRINAGAR, OCT 29 :Doctors
onThursday cautioned that stroke
is increasingly affecting younger
people, warning that changing
lifestyles, uncontrolled
hypertension, diabetes, smoking,
obesityand physicalinactivity are
contributingtothe growing burden
of the condition.

On World Stroke Day, they said
thatmany strokes canbe prevented
through timely identification and
management of risk factors, regular
health check-ups and healthier
lifestyle choices, while emphasising
thatrecognising warning signsand
seeking immediate medical
attention cansignificantly improve
outcomes.

Doctors said stroke, which
occurs when the blood supply to
a part of the brain is interrupted
orwhenablood vesselin the brain

speech difficulties, cognitive
impairment and, in severe cases,
death.

Althoughstroke hastraditionally
beenassociated with older people,
an increasing number of younger
individuals are also at risk, making
awareness about preventive
measures and early symptoms
particularly important.

DrSyed Magbool,a cardiologist
at Government Medical College
(GMC)Jammu, speaking tothe news
agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), said changing lifestyle
patterns have emerged as a major
contributor to the increasing risk
of stroke among younger people.
"Stroke is increasingly affecting
younger people,and our changing
lifestyle is a major contributor.
Uncontrolled
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“Public Office

while they had cleared one of the most
competitive examinations in the country, they
must always remember that positions and
designations are not personal possessions but a
trustreposed inthem by the people. He emphasised
that humility remains the foremost qualification
of good governance and effective administration.

Speaking to the JKAS officers, the Lieutenant
Governor said that their success reflected not
only individual merit but also the aspirations,
resilience and democratic spirit of Jammu Kashmir.
He highlighted UT'srichintellectual and cultural
heritage and expressed confidence that the young
officers would contribute significantly to truth,
justice and public welfare.

The Lieutenant Governor alsorecalled Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel’s vision of the civil services,
which he had termed as the “steel frame” of the
nation. The Lieutenant Governor urged the successful
candidates to preserve the dignity of public service
and focus on meaningful work rather than public
recognition. He observed that the true test of an
administrator lies in responding sensitively to
the concerns of the most vulnerable citizens.

The Lieutenant Governor also highlighted
lessons of compassion, courage, service, leadership,
evidence-based decision-makingand commitment
to humanity from the lives of well-known
personalities across the globe. He advised the
future public servants tolook beyond procedures
and files and recognise the human realities and
aspirations behind every decision.

“Behind every file lies a precious life. [ urge
you to also look at the data hidden behind files,
and torecognise the people standing behind those
figures and understand their needs.

Leadership is not a special privilege, but a
great responsibility to serve others, guide them,
support them, and empower them,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governoralso outlined a three-
stage framework for their future professional
journey. He urged young officers tofirst understand
realities on the ground by engaging directly with
citizensand local institutions. Inthe second stage,
he advised themtobuild transparent, technology-
enabled systems that minimise delays and improve
service delivery.Inthe third stage, he called upon
themtosafeguard institutions and uphold ethical
standards while occupying leadership positions
in the future.

The Lieutenant Governor said that the India
of 2047 would be shaped by the values, work
culture and decisions of today’s young public
servants. He urged them to dedicate themselves
to public welfare and ensure that their legacy is
defined not by the prestige of office but by the
positiveimpact they make in the lives of ordinary
citizens.

“Responsibility of the future rests upon your
shoulders. There are moments when the course
of history changes with extraordinary speed. [
believe we are passing through such an eratoday.
[ hope you will serve the people in such a way
thatitbecomesvisiblein theirlives, and that your
lifeis recognised not by the prestige of your office,
butby the outcomes of publicwelfare,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

Ms.RehanaBatul, Director General, J&K Institute
for Management, Public Administration and Rural
Development (JKIMPARD); Dr GV Sundeep
Chakravarthy, SSP Srinagar; Shri Akshay Labroo,
Deputy Commissioner Srinagar; Shri Owais Ali
Bhat, Director, Exceptional Academy, and office
bearers of the Academy attended the felicitation
ceremony.

‘“MoreYouth

promote a drug-free and secure Jammu and
Kashmir.

Speaking to news agency Kashmir News Service
(KNS)onthe sidelines ofa cyclingeventin Srinagar,
DGP Prabhat said the police would continue to
organise sports activities to encourage young
people to adopt healthy lifestyles and stay away
from drug abuse.

“More and more youth engagement, more
and more sporting activities,” he said when asked
about the police's future plans.

The DGP said the broader objective was to
ensureadrug-free and secure Jammuand Kashmir,
where people could lead happy, healthy and
prosperous lives.

“A drug-free J&K, a secure J&K and, most
importantly,avery happy, healthy and prosperous
J&K,” he said.

Earlier, Prabhat highlighted the role of sports
in promoting physical fitness, mental resilience
and discipline among young people. He also
expressed concern over growing dependence on
smartphones and sedentary lifestyles, saying
outdoor activities such as cycling could encourage
people to spend less time on screens.

“Cycling is not merely about physical fitness;
italsohelps build mental strength, resilience and
discipline,” he said, congratulating the participants
and winners.

Prabhat said the J&K Police was organising
sporting events at different levels to encourage
youth participation and help steer young people
away from drug abuse and gambling.

He also referred to the establishment of 28
indoorand open-air gymsacross the Union Territory
as part of efforts to promote fitness and healthy
activities among people. (KNS)

J§K'sNew

draft currently under examination and
provisions proposed to cover social media platforms
such as Facebook and Instagram.

Speaking to news agency Kashmir News Service
(KNS), Yadav said the department was responding
to queries raised during the examination of the
draft and expressed hope that the policy would

@® 00 @

be finalised at the earliest.

“If any policy is made, there is a process for
it. We have sent a draft and are continuously
responding to the queries that are coming in,”
she told KNS.

She said the proposed policy would address
aspectsnot covered under the existing framework,
particularly the growing role of social media in
communication and public relations campaigns.

“Social media has grown significantly today,
with platforms like Instagram and Facebook. We
have included these aspects in the new policy,”
Yadav said.

The proposed policy comes amid a debate in
the Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly
during its recently concluded autumn session
over the growing number of unregulated social
media news platforms, online trolling and the
circulation of misleading content.

OnSeptember 30,2026, Education and Health
Minister Sakina Itoo told the Assembly that the
government was working on a new media policy
and that the Information Department had been
given four months to formulate the guidelines.

The issue was raised by National Conference
MLABashir Ahmad Shah Veeri,whosought measures
toaddress the alleged misuse of social media and
online attacks on public representatives. Several
legislators called for a regulatory framework,
while some cautioned againstimposing restrictions
that could undermine press freedom.

Minister Itoo said politicians could not hold
the media solely responsible for the misuse of
social media, acknowledging that political actors
also contributed to the problem. She also called
for greater accountability for content circulated
through online platforms. (KNS)

AliMohammad

(DMMR), and Elections, today assumed office.

Soon after assuming charge, the Minister
interacted with several deputations representing
different sections of society, who called on him
tohighlightarange of publicissues, developmental
concerns and administrative grievances. The
deputations apprised him of problems requiring
the intervention of the concerned departments
and sought appropriate measures for their early
resolution.

The Minister gave a patient hearing to the
deputations and took note of the issues raised by
them. He assured the representatives that the
government iscommitted toaddressing the genuine
grievances of the people and ensuring that public
concernsreceive due attention from the concerned
authorities.

Emphasising the importance of accessible
and responsive governance, AliMohammad Sagar
said that regular interaction with the public is
essential for understanding ground-level challenges
and identifying practical solutions. He reiterated
that the government remains focused on
strengthening public service delivery,improving
administrative efficiency and ensuring that people
do not face unnecessary difficulties in accessing
essential services.

The Minister stressed the need for close
coordination among departments to facilitate the
timely resolution of public issues. He observed
that effective governance requires a proactive
approach,accountability ateveryleveland sustained
engagement with citizens to ensure that their
concerns are addressed in a fair and transparent
manner.

The Minister underscored the importance of

ensuring that the concerned departments function
efficiently and remain responsive to the needs
and expectations of the public. He said that matters
brought before him by the deputations would be
taken up with the relevant authorities for
examination and appropriate action, wherever
required.

Ali Mohammad Sagar reiterated the
government's commitment to public welfare and
assured the deputations that genuine issues would
receive due consideration. He emphasised that
constructive engagementbetween the government
and the people would remain an important
mechanism for identifying challenges, resolving
grievances and strengthening public confidence
in the administration.

The Minister alsoreaffirmed his commitment
todischarging his responsibilities with dedication
and sincerity, with a focus on public welfare,
effective governance and the timely redressal of
people's problems.

The interaction reflected the government's
continued emphasis on maintaining direct
communication with citizens and ensuring that
publicgrievancesare addressed throughappropriate
administrative mechanisms.

Railways Offers

destinations were not specified. The commercial
viability of the proposal will depend on
transportation costs, handling facilities, schedules
and timely delivery, particularly given the limited
window remaining in the current fruit season.

With Kashmir’s fruit season nearing its end,
theHorticulture Department and Northern Railway
have initiated discussions to facilitate the
transportation of horticultural produce by train,
with the Railways offering concessional freight
rates to encourage traders to shift consignments
from road to rail.

The proposal was discussed at a meeting
held on Thursday in the office chamber of the
Director, Horticulture Planning and Marketing,
where officials examined arrangements for moving
fruit consignments through available railway
services.

During the meeting, Railway officials
highlighted concessional freight rates intended
toincrease the utilisation of Joint Parcel Product-
Rapid Cargo Service (JPP-RCS) trains on their
return journeys.

Theinitiative seeks to make use of available
cargo capacity while encouraging fruit traders
and transporters to considerrail as an alternative
to road transportation.

The Director, Horticulture Planning and
Marketing, stressed the need for coordination
among the department, Northern Railway and
the cargo aggregator to ensure that the proposed
arrangements translate into actual movement of
horticultural produce.

Thediscussions come ata time when the
current fruit season is approaching its final stage,
leaving alimited window for growers and traders
to benefit from the proposed transportation
arrangement.

Kashmir’s horticulture sector depends
heavily on the movement of fresh produce to
markets outside the Valley, making freight costs,
transportation schedules and timely delivery
important considerations for growersand traders.

Rail-based transportation could provide
an additional option for moving consignments,
although its commercial viability would depend
onfreight charges, cargo handlingarrangements,
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train schedules and the availability of collection
and delivery facilities.

The meeting, however, did not specify
when the first consignment would be dispatched,
the proposed freight rates or the volume of fruit
expected to be transported.

Italsoremained unclearwhichdestinations
wouldbe covered underthe proposed arrangement
and how growers and traders would access the
service.

Officials emphasised that coordination
betweenthe concerned agencies would be essential
to ensure effective utilisation of the railway
facilities during the remaining fruit season.

The proposed shift towards rail freight
assumes significance as stakeholders explore
alternative transportation arrangements for
Kashmir’s horticultural produce, particularly
during periods when road movement faces
logistical challenges. (KNS)

Supreme Court

India at the Srinagar wing of the High Court.
His participation in legal proceedings and
representation of the Union government have
brought himinto contact with arange of matters
before the court.

Vishal Sharma, another name on the reported
list, has served as Deputy Solicitor General of
India at the Jammu wing of the High Court. The
inclusion of legal professionals associated with
both wings reflects the wider legal fraternity
from which judicial appointments are drawn.

The list also includes Tabasum Zafar, along
with Vikram Kumar Sharma, Namgyal Wangchuk,
Pawan Kumar Kundal, Amit Gupta, Pranav Kohli
and Anupam Raina.

The High Court of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh exercises jurisdiction over both Union
Territories. Its functioning is central to the
protection of constitutional rights, resolution of
civil and criminal disputes, judicial review of
administrative decisions and interpretation of
laws applicable in the region.

Under the constitutional appointment process,
the Supreme Court Collegium recommends names
for appointment to High Courts. The formal
appointment process involves the prescribed
constitutional authorities, and the Collegium’s
approval should be distinguished from the final
notification of appointment.

The reported development is expected to
draw considerable attention within the legal
fraternity of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.
Further details concerning the formal
recommendations, individual appointments and
the date on which the appointments may take
effect were not available in the information
provided by sources.The names and the status
of the reported approvals remain subject to
confirmation through an official Collegium
resolution or government notification.

fraudulent sale of migrant property innorth
Kashmir's Baramulla district, officials said.

The chargesheetinFIRNo.34/2017, registered
under Sections 420,419, 467,468,471 and 120-
Bofthe Ranbir Penal Code (RPC), was filed before
the court of the Chief Judicial Magistrate (CJM),
Sopore, they said.

The case pertains to the alleged fraudulent
sale of 14 kanals and three marlas of land at
Waussan, Goshbugh Pattan, owned by Jawahar
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Lal Bhat. According to the investigation, the
complainant paid more than Rs 1 crore for the
property, but neither possession was handed
over nor the money refunded.

The investigation revealed that the accused
allegedly conspired to cheat the complainant by
impersonating individuals, fabricating identity
documents and misusing a purported power of
attorney, the officials said.

Theaccused have beenidentified as Brij Nath,
aresident of Amit Nagar, Muthi, Jammu; Ghulam
Mohi-Ud-Din Dar of Samson, Budgam; Ghulam
Mohammad Sheikh of Sachen Banet, Beerwah,
Budgam; Zahoor Ahmed Dar of Margipora, Pattan;
and Reyaz Ahmad Rather of Margipora, Pattan,
Baramulla.

Two of the accused, Brij Nath, also known
by the aliases Soom Nath, Hadi Nath and Mohan
Lal,and Ghulam Mohi-Ud-DinDar, were arrested
in late September, the officials said.

While Dar has secured bail, Brij Nath remains
lodged in CentralJail, they said, adding that other
cases against the two accused are also under
investigation.

The EOW Srinagar had earlier filed a
chargesheetin August 2023 inanother case, FIR
No. 27/2021, against Brij Nath and Ghulam
Mohammad Sheikh. The latest chargesheet is
the second filed against both accused, according
to the Crime Branch.

Meanwhile, Senior Superintendent of Police,
EOW Kashmir, has advised people to thoroughly
verify land ownership records and property
documents before entering into transactions to
guard against fraud and financial losses. (KNS)

Strokeincreasingly

hypertension, diabetes, smoking, obesity,
unhealthy diets, physical inactivity and chronic
stress are silently increasing the risk," he said.

He said the growing burden of stroke was a
matter of concern, particularly because many
suchincidents could be prevented through timely
interventionand bettermanagement of underlying
health conditions. "The real concern is not just
the rising burden of stroke, but our failure to
prevent many of these devastating events," he
said.

Stating that stroke should not always be
viewed as an unavoidable medical emergency,
he said, "Most importantly, stroke is not always
inevitable. Early detection and control of risk
factors can prevent many strokes. Prevention
saves lives. Early recognition saves the brain.
Every minute matters."

The cardiologist advised people to pay
particular attention to blood pressure, blood
sugar levels, body weight and daily physical
activity instead of waiting for symptoms to
develop,and thatadoptingabalanced diet, avoiding
tobacco, maintaininga healthy weight and engaging
inregular exercise can help reduce cardiovascular
risks and, in turn, lower the risk of stroke.

Dr Showkat Ahmad Shah, a cardiologist at
GMC Anantnag, said protecting cardiovascular
health was essential for reducing the risk of
stroke, as several major risk factors affect both
the heart and the brain. "On World Stroke Day,
my message as a cardiologistis simple: protecting
your heartalso protects your brain. The growing
burden of stroke is linked to uncontrolled blood
pressure, diabetes, smoking, obesity and lack of
physicalactivity,alongside anageing population,”
he said.
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SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28:
Secretary, Rural Development
Department and Panchayati
Raj, Ramesh Kumar, on
Wednesday directed officers
tointensify fieldinspections,
expedite pending works and
ensure visible improvements
in sanitation infrastructure
and waste management across
Kashmir Division while
reviewing the district-wise
performance of the Swachh
Bharat Mission-Grameen
(SBM-G).

Chairingacomprehensive
review meeting, the Secretary
assessed the progress of key
sanitation and waste
managementinfrastructure,
including Community Sanitary
Complexes, Community
Compost Pits, Community Soak
Pits, Segregation Sheds, Plastic
Waste Management Units,
Decentralised Wastewater
Treatment Systems (DEWATS),
Faecal Sludge Treatment Plants
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(FSTPs)and GOBARdhanbiogas
plants.

The meetingwasattended
byDirectorFinance UmarKhan,
Joint Director Planning Kamal
Kumar Sharma, Deputy
Director Rural Sanitation,
Kashmir, Shabir Ahmed Hakak,
besides Assistant
Commissioners Panchayats
and Executive Engineers of
Rural Engineering Wing(REW)
fromacross Kashmir Division.

Reviewing district-wise
progress, Kumar emphasised
that the creation of
infrastructure alone was not
sufficient, stressing that every
asset must be functional,
accessible and deliver its
intended benefits to rural
communities. He called fora
shift towards outcome-
oriented implementation,
stronger monitoring and
tangibleimprovementsonthe
ground.Taking stock of the
status of Community Sanitary
Complexes, the Secretary
questioned the delays in
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Secy RDD reviews SBM-G progress; stresses

accountability, faster execution of sanitation assets

initiating targeted works,
observing that preparatory

activities, including
identification of suitable land
and completion of tendering
formalities, should have been
undertaken well in advance,
as the targets were linked to
the financial year.

While officers cited land-
relatedissuesand the need to
identify alternative sites as

major challenges, Kumar
stressed that such constraints
must be identified and
addressedatthe planningstage
rather than being cited
subsequently as reasons for
delays.

The Secretaryunderscored
the need for sound financial
planning, timely submission
of proposals and completion
of all prescribed formalities

toensure the effective release
and utilisation of funds. He
observed that delays in
implementation could notbe
attributed solely to the
Government or the availability
of funds, emphasising that
district-level officers must
fulfil their responsibilities by
ensuring timely proposals,
adherence to procedures and
continuous monitoring of
works.Healsosoughtadetailed
account of works for which
fundshadbeenallocated, those
taken up for execution and
projects completed so far,
directing officers to ensure
accountability at every stage
ofimplementation.Calling for
greater dedication and
efficiency, Kumar said public
resources must translate into
functional sanitation
infrastructure, cleanervillages
andimproved services forrural
communities. He directed
officers toundertake regular
and purposeful field visits to
assess the functionality of
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sanitation facilities, identify
deficiencies and ensure their
timely rectification.The
Secretary furtherdirected that
operationalissuesrelating to
vehicles, faecal sludge
treatment infrastructure,
electrical components and
otheressential requirements
be resolved in coordination
with  the concerned
departments. Healsostressed
the need to constitute
dedicated teams wherever
required toaddressbottlenecks
and ensure the smooth
functioning of sanitation
facilities.The review also
highlighted challenges in
identifying suitable land for
key sanitationinfrastructure,
particularly FSTPs, DEWATS
and GOBARdhan biogas plants.
Limited capacity-building
support,inadequate technical
training and the absence of
dedicated personnelatdistrict,
block and Gram Panchayat
levels were also identified as
constraintsaffectingeffective.

DM Anantnag declares Bar Association Elections Null
and Void Ab Initio for violation of Official Orders

B HT News Network

ANANTNAG, OCTOBER 29:
District Magistrate (DM)
Anantnag, Dr.Bilal Mohi-ud-Din
Bhat, hasdeclared the elections
of the District Bar Association
Anantnag, reportedly held on
October 27, 2026, as null and
void abinitioand nonestinthe
eyes of law, citing a blatant
violation of prohibitory orders
issued by the District Magistrate.

Asperthe ordersissued by
the District Magistrate, the
election process of the District
Bar Association Anantnag had
been prohibited vide Order No.
01-DCA0f 2025, dated January
2,2025, pending fulfilment of
mandatory requirements and
submission of requisite
documents by the organisation.

The conditions stipulated
intheorderincluded submission
of the registration certificate,
constitutionand memorandum,
bye-laws governing the

functlonmgofthe organlsatlon
a list of current executive
membersand membersenrolled
duringthe preceding tenyears
along with their complete
details,and adetailed statement
of accounts. The order also
required verification of the
submitted documents and
obtaining the necessary
permission from the office of
the District Magistrate before
proceeding with the election
process.However,owing to the
non-fulfilment of the prescribed
requirements, the election
process was again prohibited
vide Order No.62-DCA 0f2026,
dated September 28,2026.The
said order remains in force.

The District Magistrate
observed that the elections of
the District Bar Association
Anantnag, reportedly held on

MD NHM reviews Winter Prepared-
ness across Health Instltutlons

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 29: Mission Director,

\ \ Jammu & Kashrirg

Comm Secy DMRRR, DivCom
Kashmir assesses Readiness of
Flats at Transit Camp Zewan
ahead of inauguration
B HT News Network
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SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 29: Commissioner Secretary
Disaster Management, Relief, Rehabilitationand Reconstruction
(DMRRR), M. Raju, and Divisional Commissioner Kashmir,
Anshul Garg, today visited Transit Camp Zewan to takr first
hand appraisal of the readiness of accommodation flats for
migrantemployees ahead of theirinaugurationand allotment.

During the visit, the officers reviewed arrangements
for the inauguration ceremony, including preparations for
the stage and inauguration stone, the handover of keys to
beneficiaries, and the installation of the Public Address
System (PAS).

They alsoinspected essential civil amenities, including
electricity and water supply, functioning oflifts, sanitation,
lighting, and security arrangements.

On the occasion, the officers directed all concerned
departments to ensure comprehensive arrangements and
complete all necessary preparations for the smooth conduct
of the inauguration ceremony.

The officers were accompanied by IGP Kashmir Sujit
Kumar, Deputy Commissioner Srinagar Akshay Labroo, SSP
Srinagar Dr. G.V. Sundeep Chakravarthy, Director Information,
Commissioner Relief and Rehabilitation (Migrants), and
officers from the Roads and Buildings (R&B), Public Health
Engineering (PHE), Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation
Limited (KPDCL), Mechanical Engineering Department
(MED), and Hospitality and Protocol departments.

District Addmin Pulwama

October27,2026,as circulated
on certain social media
platforms, were conducted in
violation of the subsisting
prohibitory order, without
fulfilment of the mandatory
prerequisites and without prior
intimationtoor permission from
the office of the District
Magistrate.The conduct of the
elections, in disregard of the
subsisting order and without
compliance withthe prescribed
requirements, has been viewed
asaviolation of the applicable
legal and regulatory provisions,
including those referred tounder
the Societies Registration Act,
1860, and the Indian Trusts Act,
1882.Accordingly, the District
Magistrate Anantnag has
declared the elections of the
District Bar Association
Anantnag, reportedly held on
October 27,2026, as null.

National Health Mission (NHM) J&K, Athar
Aamir Shafi-ul-Khan, today chaired areview
meeting at the State Health Society Office in
the Old Secretariat, Srinagar, to assess and
strengthen winter preparedness across
healthcare institutions in the region.

The meeting wasattended bothin person
and via virtual mode by the Director Health
Services Jammu/Kashmir, Chief Medical Officers,
NHM Programme Managers, and other senior
health officials.Conducting an exhaustive
district-wise review, the Mission Director
placed core emphasis on maintaining
uninterrupted medical services during the
challenging winter months. He evaluated the
availability of essential medicines, proper
heating arrangements, and reliable power
backup systems across all healthcare facilities
to ensure patient comfort and operational
continuity. Reviewing grassroots medical
staffing, he stressed the adequate deployment
of manpower and field-level workers,
particularly ASHA workers and ANMs, while
also directing enhanced preparations and
resourceallocation for the effective management

of seasonal respiratory diseases.

A major focus of the deliberations was
maternal and child healthcare safety inremote
and snow-bound terrain. The Mission Director
directed officials to maintain a precise line
listing of all pregnant women, proactively
identify high-risk pregnancies or any patients
requiring specialized medical intervention,
and ensure their proper tracking and
mobilization forrespectfulinstitutional delivery.
Emphasizinga zero-tolerance approach toward
avoidable tragedies, he strongly reiterated
that the administration must ensure zero
maternal andinfant deaths alongside absolute
prevention of home deliveries.

Totacklelogistical challenges during heavy
snowfalls, the meeting finalized a robust
deployment plan for 108 Ambulance services,
with a specific priority on stationing 4x4
ambulancesindifficultand snowbound areas.

strengthens access to Revenue
services across Patwar Kha-

nas of distriet
B HT News Network

PULWAMA, OCTOBER 29: In pursuance of the directions
of the Deputy Commissioner Pulwama, Kuldeep Krishan
Sidha, Patwaris across the district continued to remain
accessible to people in their respective Patwar Khanas as
partoftheroutine functioning of the Revenue Administration.

The Patwarisinteracted with residents, listened to their
concerns and assisted them in matters relating to land
records, revenue documentation, verification and other
issues pertaining tothe Revenue Department. The arrangement
was aimed at ensuring that people could get their genuine
issues addressed at the local level and avoid unnecessary

visits to government offices.

Theroutine process covered different areas and Patwar
Khanas of the district, including Ghalandhar, Babhara,
Mitrigam, Arihal, Gangoo and Rajporaamong others, where
Patwaris engaged with residents and dealt with matters

brought to their notice.

Principal Census Officer Urban stresses accurate
Population Enumeration across Srinagar’s urban jurisdiction
Inaugurates Two-Day Training Session for Phase-II Census 2027

Hm HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 29: Principal
Census Officer (Urban), Srinagar
(Commissioner SMC), Dr.Basharat Qayoom,
today inaugurated a two-day training
programme for Phase II of Census 2027
atthe Central Office, Srinagar Municipal
Corporation (SMC), Karan Nagar,
emphasising the need for accurate,
systematicand comprehensive Population
Enumeration across Srinagar’s urban
jurisdiction.

During the inaugural session, Dr.
Basharat stressed that all census
functionariesmustdischarge theirassigned
responsibilities with utmost diligence,
precision and accountability to ensure
the collection of reliable and error-free
population data. He underscored the
importance of complete coverage of
assigned enumeration areas, accurate
recording of individual-level particulars
and strict adherence to the prescribed
census methodology and guidelines.

The Principal Census Officer
emphasised the need for effective
coordination among Charge Officers,
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CensusResource Personnel, Census Clerks,
Technical Assistantsand otherfunctionaries
to ensure uniform implementation of
prescribed procedures. He highlighted
theimportance of systematic supervision,
regular monitoring of progress, timely
reporting and prompt resolution of
operational challenges during the
enumeration process.

Dr. Basharat further stressed that
particular attention must be given to
preventing omissions, duplication and
discrepancies in data collection. He
underscored theimportanceof maintaining
dataquality, following prescribed technical
proceduresandensuring the confidentiality

andsecure handling of censusinformation.

The training programme was attended
by the City Census Officer (Urban), Charge
Officers, Nodal Officers of SMC, Census
Resource Personnel, Census Clerks and
Technical Assistants.

Expertsfromthe Census Department,
including Deputy Director, Assistant
Directorand District Coordinator,imparted
detailed training on census methodology,
operational procedures, technical
requirements and the responsibilities of
various census functionaries.

The session will cover key aspects of
Population Enumeration, including the
collection, recording and verification of

individual-level information, adherence
to prescribed questionnaires,
comprehensive coverage of assigned areas
and measures to ensure accuracy and
consistency in the data collected.
Participants were also briefed on field-
level procedures, supervisory mechanisms,
digital tools and established reporting
protocols.

Phase II of Census 2027, comprising
Population Enumeration, is a crucial
component of the nationwide census
exercise, involving the collection of
individual-level demographic, socio-
economic,educationaland otherprescribed
particulars. Theaccuracyand completeness
of this information are essential for
developingareliable populationdatabase.

Census data provide avital foundation
forevidence-based policymaking, public
administrationand development planning.
Forurbanlocal bodies, reliable population
statistics are essential for assessing
demographictrends, identifying emerging
civic requirements and planning
infrastructureandessential public services
in accordance with the needs of the
population.

DC Shopian chairs District-Level NCORD Meeting
Reviews measures to combat Drug Abuse

B HT News Network

SHOPIAN, OCTOBER 28:
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Shopian, Charandeep Singh,
today chaired the monthly
District-Level NCORD (Narco
Coordination Centre) meeting
at the Mini-Secretariat,
Shopian, to review ongoing
measures aimed at curbing
drugabuseandstrengthening
coordinated efforts to combat
the drug menace across the
istrict The meeting was
attended by  Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Shopian, Mushtaq Ahmed
Choudhary; ADC, Dr. Zakir
Hussain Faaz; Principal, GDC
Shopian, Prof. Tariq Ahmed;
ACR, Shakoor Ahmed Dar;
SDM, Zainapora,Bilal Ahmed;
Tehsildars; DIO and officers
from various departments,
including Revenue, Health,
Education, Agriculture,
Horticulture, Social Welfare,
Excise and Taxation, Youth
Services and Sports, Drug
Controlandother concerned

departments.

During the meeting, the
Deputy Commissioner
reviewed the action taken
by various departments on
thedirectionsissued during
previous NCORD meetings.
Hesstressed the need for close
interdepartmental
coordination, effective
implementation of anti-drug
measures and sustained
efforts to prevent substance

abuse, particularly among
the youth.
The Deputy

Commissioner emphasised
theimportance of awareness
programmes in educational
institutions and publicspaces
tosensitise people, especially
young people, about the
harmful consequences of
drug addiction. He called
upon all  concerned
departments to work
collectively to identify
vulnerableareas, strengthen
preventive measures and
encourage community
participation in the fight
against drug abuse.
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DC Shopian, SSP tour Town to review Traffic
Management, Development, Beautification Works

B HT News Network

SHOPIAN, OCTOBER 29:
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Shopian, Charandeep Singh,
alongwithSeniorSuperintendent
of Police (SSP) Shopian, Mushtaq
Ahmed Choudhary today
conducted a tour of Shopian
town to take stock of traffic
management, ongoing
development works and
measures for the beautification
of the town.

Duringthe visit, the officers
inspected key locations across
the town and reviewed the
existing traffic management
arrangements, withafocuson
ensuring smooth vehicular
movement,  minimising
congestion and facilitating
hassle-free movement of
commuters and pedestrians.

The DC also reviewed the
status of ongoing development

works and initiatives aimed at
improvingcivicamenities, public
infrastructure and the overall
appearance of the town.

At the outset of the visit,
the DCinspected the Multilevel
Car Parking site near the
Municipal Council, Shopian,
being constructed by R&B
Shopian at an estimated cost
of Rs 4.98 crore.

The DC directed the
Executive Engineer, R&B, to

expedite all remaining
construction works to ensure
completion at the earliest to
help ease traffic congestion in
thetown.The DCinspected the
entryand exit points of District
Hospital Shopianand directed
the concerned officials toinitiate
road widening, property

acquisition and removal of
bottlenecks to ensure smooth
access for ambulances and
patients.

He also inspected various
marketsinthetownanddirected
theshifting oflocal Sumostands
and vendors to suitable
designated locations toensure
smooth traffic flow while
safeguarding the livelihoods
of local drivers and traders.

The DCalso inspected the
Clock Tower and the main
markets of Shopian and
interacted with Market
Associations, members of civil
society, Traders Federationand
local residents.

He directed CEO MC, for
construction of proper kiosks
and vending spaces, market
beautification and provision of
essential facilities for vendors.

The DC also took stock of

traffic flow, public amenities
and market arrangements
around the Fourway Junction.

He also interacted with
members of the Auqaf
Committee at JamiaMasjid and
assured them that cleanliness
and maintenance in the
surrounding area would be
accorded top priority.

The concerned departments
weredirected to maintain close
coordinationandtake necessary
measures toensure the smooth
functioning of the town and
timely resolutionof publicissues.

The Deputy Commissioner
wasaccompanied by ADDC, Dr.
Nasir Ahmed Lone; ADC, Dr.
ZakirHussainFaaz; ACR, Shakoor
AhmedDar; CEO, Suhail Ahmed
Malik; Executive Engineers of
R&B, PDD and PHE; Tehsildar
Shopian; DySP; ARTO; and other
concerned officers.
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ADC Ganderbal reviews arrangements for National Unity Day Celebrations

B HT News Network

GANDERBAL, OCTOBER 29:
Additional Deputy Commissioner(ADC),
Ganderbal, Syed Fahim Ahmad Bihaqi
chaired a meeting at the VC Room,

Mini Secretariat Complex, Ganderbal,
to review arrangements for the
celebration of National Unity Day (Ekta
Diwas) on October 31,
commemorating the birth anniversary
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.The ADC

2026,

directed all concerned departments
andofficerstoensureactive participation
and make adequate arrangements for
the smooth conduct of the celebrations.
Educationalinstitutionswere alsoasked
tofacilitate the participationof students

and teachers.The ADC stressed that
coordinated efforts and active
participation fromall stakeholders are
essential to make the celebrations
successful and meaningful, reinforcing
the values of national unity, integrity.

/

Grand Ekta March taken
out at Kulgam by District

Administration
Tributes paid to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
in lead up to the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas
B Farooq Rather

KULGAM, OCTOBER 29: Deputy Commissioner (DC),
Shahzad Alam, today led the Ekta March at Kulgam as part
of the observance of Rashtriya Ekta Diwas, commemorating
the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the Iron
ManofIndia, whichwas organised by the districtadministration.

The march commenced with the singing of the National
Song, followed by the National Anthem at SSP Office.The
Ekta March proceeded through the main Kulgam town and
culminated at Clock Tower, Kulgam with appreciable people’s
participation exhibiting a strong sense of brotherhood.

SSP Kulgam Anayat Ali, ADDC Kulgam, Altaf Ahmad
Khan, ADC Kulgam Vikar Ahmad Giri, DPO, ACD, ACR, ASP,
CPO, and other district administration officers participated
in the march along with participants carrying placards
highlighting the message of national unity, integrity and
solidarity. The march aimed to spread awareness about the
importance of unity and reinforce the spirit of patriotism
and collective responsibility.

Upon reaching the Clock Tower, the National Song was
presented by the students of Kendriya Vidyalaya, Amnoo,
creating an atmosphere of patriotism and national pride.
This was followed by the National Anthem performed by
the Police Band. Students and Police band also presented
patriotic performances conveying the message of unity in
diversity.

DDC Bandipora reviews progress under UT
Capex, Tribal Sub Plan, DA-JGUA, DMF, CSR

H HT News Network

BANDIPORA, OCTOBER 29:
District Development
Commissioner (DDC)
Bandipora, Indu Kanwal Chib,
today chaired areview meeting
attheMini Secretariattoassess
the physical and financial
progress  of  various
developmental schemes and
sectoral plans across the
district The meeting reviewed
progress under the UT Capex
Tribal Sub Plan, Dharti Aaba
JanjatiyaGramUtkarsh Abhiyan
(DA-JGUA), Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR), District
Mineral Fund (DMF) and
Revenue Capex.During the
meeting, the DDC undertook
a scheme-wise review of
projects being implemented
by various line departments
and executing agencies. She
was apprised of the status of
completed and ongoing works,
as well as projects yet to
commence under the Tribal
Sub Plan and DA-JGUA.

Emphasising the need to
prioritise tribal welfare and
developmentin marginalised
areas, the DDC directed the
concerned departments to

expedite implementation of
projects aimed at improving
access to essential amenities
and promotinginclusive socio-
economic development.
Reviewing works under
CSR,DMFand Revenue Capex,
she stressed the need for close
inter-departmental
coordination toaddress field-
level bottlenecks, site clearance
issues and procedural delays.
The DDC directed the
executingagenciestoaccelerate
the pace of work, expedite
billing and ensure timely and
optimumutilisationofallocated
funds before the close of the
working season.
Shealsostressed adherence
toprescribed quality standards,

technical specifications and
project timelines, directing
sectoral officers toundertake
regular field inspections and
maintain close monitoring of
ongoing works to ensure
accountability and timely
achievement of developmental
targetsThe meeting was
attended by Superintending
Engineersof R&Band Hydraulic
circles, Chief Planning Officer,
Assistant Commissioner
Development,  District
Programme Officer ICDS, Chief
Education Officer, ChiefMedical
Officer, officers from
Agriculture, AnimalHusbandry,
Handicrafts and Handloom
departments, and other
concerned district officers.

KULGAM POLICE AND DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION ORGANISED
EKTA MARCH, FOLLOWED BY POLICE BAND SHOW.

B Farooq Rather

Kulgam : Oct. 29,As part of the observance of Rashtriya Ekta Diwas, Kulgam Police,
in collaboration with the District Administration, organised an Ekta March from DPO
Kulgam to Clock Tower Kulgam, followed by a Police Band Show.
DCKulgam Shahzad Alam(IAS), and SSP Kulgam Anayat Ali Chowdhary(IPS), along with
other senior officers, participated in the march, reaffirming the spirit of national unity,

DC Anantnag chairs District
Telecom Committee Meeting

Directs Service Providers to improve connectivity and
expedite Infrastructure Development

B HT News Network

ANANTNAG, OCTOBER 29: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Anantnag, Dr Bilal Mohi-
Ud-Din Bhat, today chaired a meeting of the
District Telecom Committee at the DC Office
Complex, Anantnag, to review various issues
pertaining to telecommunication services and
the progress of telecom infrastructure
development in the district.

During the meeting, the Chairwasapprised
of the progress achieved in the establishment
and upgradation of telecominfrastructure across
the district.

It was informed that work on most of the
identified sitesisin progress, while several other
sites are nearing completion. The meeting was
further informed that telecom towers are being
upgraded in a phased manner, alongside the
constructionof new towers, tostrengthennetwork
coverage,improve connectivity and ensure the
delivery of quality telecommunication services
to the public.

While reviewing the bottlenecks affecting
the pace of execution, the Deputy Commissioner
stressed the need for close coordination and
cooperationamongall concerned departments,
service providers and other stakeholders.

Hedirected theofficers concerned tomaintain
effective and real-time communication to
promptly address issues arising during the
implementation oftelecominfrastructure projects.

Emphasising the vital role of
telecommunications in socio-economic
development, public service delivery and overall
connectivity, the DC stated that reliable
communication services are essential for
facilitating development and ensuring convenient
access to services for the people, particularly
in areas with inadequate network coverage.

TheDCdirected the telecomservice providers,
including BSNL, Jio and Airtel, to expedite the
ongoing works, remove operational bottlenecks
and ensure the provision of reliable, seamless
and hassle-free services to consumers across
thedistrict. He also stressed the need for timely
implementation of the BharatNet project to
strengthen digital connectivity and improve
access to communication services in rural and
remote areas.

Revenue officers were directed to facilitate
the identification and allotment of suitable land
for the installation of telecom towers and to
resolve land-relatedissuesand otherimpediments,
ifany, that may hamper the execution of projects.
They were asked to extend all necessary support
to ensure that work progresses smoothly and
within the stipulated timelines.

The DC reiterated that all concerned
departments and telecom service providers
must work in close coordination to address
connectivity-related challenges, accelerate
infrastructure development and ensure that
the benefits of improved telecommunication
services reach every area of the district.

MP Er. Gulam Ali Khatana holds Public
Darbar at Chaklipora Anantnag

Urges People to avail benefits of Government Schemes

B HT News Network

ANANTNAG, OCTOBER
29: Member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha), Er. Gulam Ali
Khatana, today presided over
aPublicDarbarat Government
Higher Secondary School,
Chaklipora, Block Chittergul,
Anantnag, to listen to public
grievancesand addressissues
concerning the people.

During the Darbar, local
residents, public
representatives and various
delegations projected their
demands and highlighted
issues related to basic
amenities, essential services
and developmental
requirements.

Theissuesraised included
power supply, drinking water,
healthcare facilities, tourism,
education, road connectivity,
agriculture and other public
utility services.

Er.Khatanagave a patient
hearing to the participants
andtooknote of the grievances
and demands put forth by
them.

Addressing the gathering,
the MP reiterated the
Government's commitment
to the overall development
of Jammu and Kashmir, with

aspecial focus on the welfare
ofthe poor, educated sections

of society and tribal
communities.

Heurged officerstocreate
awareness among people
through Panchayats about
various Centrally Sponsored
Schemes, including those
related toagriculturalloans,
Kisan Credit Card (KCC),
employment generation,
financial assistance and
marriage assistance. He also

encouraged eligible
beneficiaries to avail benefits
of these schemes.

Heassured the people that
their genuine grievances
would be taken up with the
concerned authorities for
appropriate intervention.

He also directed officers

ofthe concerned departments
totake prompt cognisance of
the issues raised during the
Darbarand ensuretheirtimely
redressal through coordinated
efforts.

Additional  District
Development Commissioner
(ADDC) Anantnag, Chief
Planning Officer, Assistant
Commissioner Development,
ChiefEducation Officer, Lead
District Manager, officers from
PDD, PHE, R&B, Horticulture,
Agriculture, Tourism, Health,
Rural Development, National
Highways, Food, Forest and
District Industries Centre,
along with the Tehsildar and
other concerned officersand
representatives fromvarious
departments, were present
during the Public Darbar.

DC Pulwama reviews arrangements for Rashtriya Ekta Diwas
Stresses inclusive participation and coordmated preparations for Run for Unity

Hm HT News Network

PULWAMA, OCTOBER 29: Deputy Commissioner
(DC)Pulwama, Kuldeep Krishan Sidha, today chaired
ameeting at the Circuit House, Pulwama to review
arrangements for the celebration of Rashtriya Ekta
Diwason October 31,2026, with particularemphasis
on the successful conduct of the Run for Unity and
other activities planned across the district.

During the meeting, the DC emphasized the
importance of broad-based and inclusive participation
in the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas celebrations, calling
upon all departments to ensure the presence of
their officers, officials, support staff, volunteers and
other stakeholders. He stressed that the occasion
should reflect the spirit of unity and collective
participation, with representation fromall sections
of society.

The Run for Unity will be held from the DC Office
Complex, Pulwama to New Bus Stand, Pulwama
and is scheduled to be flagged off at around 8:30
AMThe DCemphasized active participation of police
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personnel NCC/NSS volunteers, students, ex-
servicemen, Home Guards, youth, volunteers and
other stakeholders. Family members and children
have also been encouraged to participate.

The DC specifically emphasized that persons
withdisabilities and other specially-abled participants
should be facilitated to join the Run for Unity, with
suitablearrangementstoensure thattheir participation
remains comfortableand safe, includingamanageable
distance of up to 100 metres wherever required.
The District Youth Services & Sports Department
and District Social Welfare Department were asked
tofacilitate participation of specially-abled persons
and members of the third gender, ensuring that the
celebrations remain genuinely inclusive.

Similar Run for Unity events will be organized
at sub divisions Tral and Awantipora. At Tral, the
eventwillbeled by the ADCTral, while at Awantipora,
ADC Awantipora and SP Awantipora will lead the
programme. The DCstressed the need for synchronized
arrangements and effective participationatall three
locations.

Emphasizing theimportance of safetyand smooth

movement of participants, the DCasked Police and
Trafficauthorities toensure proper route sanitization
and regulation, while security agencies were called
uponto undertake necessary security checks along
theidentified routesin Pulwama, Traland Awantipora.
Adequate traffic management and security
arrangements were also emphasized throughout
the programme.The DCstressed the need foradequate
healthand medical arrangements, withambulances
and medical teams kept ready at the venues and
along the routes. The Health Department was also
asked to organize blood donation camps as part of
the celebrations. The Education Department was
asked to ensure participation of students, besides
organizing essay, quiz and other competitions in
schoolsand colleges on the legacy and contribution
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel The meeting alsoreviewed
arrangements forthe Ekta/Unity Pledge and Signature
Campaign, which will be administered at the
culmination point, with similar pledge ceremonies
tobe held ingovernment offices. The DCemphasized
meaningful participation ofall departmentsinthese
activities.The Deaprtment of Social Forestry was

asked toundertake Tree Plantation Drives at prominent
locations, including plantationin the name of martyrs.
The Rural Development Department and Municipal
bodies were asked to organize special cleanliness
drivesacross Panchayats and municipal wards, with
focus on Amrit Sarovar sites and heritage locations.

The Youth Services & Sports Department was
asked to facilitate cycles for cycling activities and
organize sports-related events, while concerned
departmentswere encouraged toensure participation
of farmers, youth and other sections of society in
the activities planned as part of the celebrations.

The DC emphasized the need for proper
arrangements for refreshments, adequate dustbins
andoverall cleanliness at the venues, besides ensuring
orderly conduct of the programmes.R&B authorities
were asked to facilitate installation of required
banners and other public-event infrastructure
wherever necessary.

Emphasizing the importance of effective
documentation and public outreach, District
Information Officerwasasked toensure comprehensive
coverage of the celebrations at all locations.
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‘Hunar Nama’ to Showcase Kashmir’s
Rich Craft Heritage on DD Kashir

Craft-focused programme under RAMP to be telecast every Friday from 8:30 PM

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 29: The Directorate of Handicrafts
& Handloom Kashmir has launched “Hunar Nama - The
Craft Story”, a dedicated television programme aimed at
showcasing Kashmir’s rich handicraftand handloom heritage
and bringing the stories of its artisans, crafts and traditions

to a wider audience.

Being undertaken under the Raising and Accelerating
MSME Performance (RAMP) Scheme, the programme will
be telecast on DD Kashir every Friday from 8:30 PM to 9:00
PM, offering viewersanengaginginsight into the craftsmanship,
skills and traditions that have shaped Kashmir's distinctive

craft legacy.

The programme seeks to highlight the exceptional
craftsmanship of local artisans and the cultural, historical
and economic significance of Kashmir’s traditional crafts.
It will also provide a platform to showcase the dedication
and creativity of artisans who have carried these unique
traditions forward from one generation to another.

Directorate of

J—\J
Thie Craft 31‘0#”

A JOURNEY INTO KASHMIR'S
TIMELESS CRAFTS

Watch on
Cj DD KASHIR

Every Friday at 8:30 PM
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Through “Hunar Nama - The Craft Story”, the Directorate
aims to strengthen public outreach, enhance the visibility
of traditional crafts and encourage greater appreciation of
Kashmir's handicraft and handloom products. The initiative
will also contribute towards promoting traditional craft-
based enterprises and improving their visibility within the

broader MSME ecosystem.

across the country.

Theinitiative is aligned with the objectives of the RAMP
Scheme, which focuses on strengthening MSMEs, enhancing
their competitiveness, improving market and institutional
outreach,and supporting sustainable growth of enterprises

The Directorate has invited the general public, craft
enthusiasts, tourists, researchers and all those interested
in Kashmir’s rich cultural heritage to watch “Hunar Nama
- The Craft Story” on DD Kashir every Friday at 8:30 PM and
discover the artistry, heritage and human stories behind
Kashmir’s world-renowned crafts. The Directorate hasinvited
the general public, craft enthusiasts, tourists, researchers
and all those interested in Kashmir’s rich cultural heritage
to watch “Hunar Nama - The Craft Story” on DD Kashir.

Director Colleges reviews Campus
facilities at GDC Ganderbal

B HT News Network

Child Helpline Desk Bhaderwah
concludes awareness campaign against
Child Labour; promotes Helpline 1098

B HT News Network

GANDERBAL, OCTOBER,
29: Prof. (Dr.) Twinkle Suri,
Director Colleges, Higher
Education Department, visited
Government Degree College
(GDC), Ganderbal, and took
stock of its academic
infrastructure and student
facilities.

The college caters to
approximately 2,300 students
across Science and Arts
disciplines.

Duringthevisit, the Director
Colleges interacted with
studentsand faculty members
to seek feedback on academic
activities, teaching-learning
practicesand student facilities.

The Directorinspected the

Science Laboratories, College
Library and Department of
Physical Education to assess
theinfrastructure available for
students. She emphasized the
importance ofacleanandgreen
campus, high standards of
healthand hygiene, and quality
facilities that promote student
wellbeing and holistic
development.

Prof. (Dr.) Suristressed the
need to ensure regular
classroom teaching, timely
completion of the prescribed
syllabusand effective academic
planning. She underscored that
student wellbeing, academic
discipline and a supportive
learning environment must
remain central toinstitutional
functioning.

BHADERWAH, OCTOBER 29: The
Child Helpline Desk Bhaderwah, under
Mission Vatsalya of the Department of
Social Welfare, today concluded its
awareness campaign launched toraise
awareness against child labour and
promote Child Helpline number 1098.

During the campaign, shopkeepers,
driversand other members of the public
were sensitised to the harmful effects
of child labour and the importance of
protecting children from exploitation.
Theteamdistributed awareness material
and pamphlets, highlighting the
importance of preventing child labour
and promoting Child Helpline 1098.
The public was encouraged to identify
andreport cases of child labour, abuse,
exploitation and children in need of
care and protection.

The campaign highlighted the Child
Helpline 1098, a toll-free, 24x7 service
for children in distress and those in
need of careand protection. Shopkeepers,
drivers and the general public were
urged to stay vigilant and promptly
report any case of child labour, abuse,
exploitationorother situations requiring
child protection assistance.

Cultural Unit DIPR
organises “Hansi Ke Rang,
Sangeet Ke Sang” at Srinagar

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 29: The

Jahangir Ahmad Shah, Dr. Shaida
Hussain, Shabir Hakak and Ghulam
Nabi Aajiz, who entertained the

CulturalUnitKashmirofthe Department
of Information and Public Relations
(DIPR),Jammu and Kashmir, organised
aday-long cultural programme, “Hansi
KeRang,Sangeet Ke Sang,” at Pt.Bhajan
Sopori Auditorium, Srinagar, today.

The programme, dedicated to
humour, musicand cultural expression,
featured a humorous mushaira and
live musical performances by Kohinoor
Band.

The programme was presided over
by Director Information and Public
Relations, Mamta Yadav, Joint Director
Headquarter Zahoor Ahmad Raina,
Joint Director Information Kashmir
Syed Shahnawaz Bukhari, Deputy
Director Information PR Javaid Ahmad
Rather, Deputy Director Information
(Central) Kashmir Zubair Ahmed,
DeputyDirector PRKashmirMohammad
Rafiq Zullah, Cultural Officer Abdul
RagibBhat, besides other officers, noted
artists, writers, poets and scholars,
attended the event.

The humorous mushairawitnessed
enthusiastic participation from
prominent poets, including Ayub Sabir,
NazirJosh, Yousuf Gulshan, Amin Ashraf,
Taseer Afzal, Muzaffar Hussain Dilbar,

audience with their witty, satirical
and humorous poetry. Their
performances created anatmosphere
of laughter and literary engagement.

Kohinoor Band added musical
vibrancy tothe event withanengaging
live  performance, blending
entertainment with the spirit of
Kashmir’s rich artistic and cultural
traditions.

Addressing the gathering, Director
InformationMamta Yadav appreciated
the initiative and highlighted the
importance of creating vibrant
platforms forartists, poets, musicians
and performers to showcase their
talent. She observed that cultural
programmes play asignificantrolein
preserving the region’s rich artistic
and literary heritage while connecting
people through shared traditions,
creativity and artistic expression.

Emphasizing the importance of
sustainingculturalactivities throughout
theyear, Yadavassured that DIPRwould
endeavourtoorganisesuchprogrammes
everymonth. She saidregular cultural
engagements would provide artists
withgreater opportunities to perform
before wider audiences.

15 JKAP IR Bn, Organises Quiz, Drawing and Debate
Competitions for Students at KB PHSS in Sanjwan Jammu

Drawing Lompemwn un ue urne

B GULFAMBARJI

Jammu/October:29
Aspartofthe Civic Action Programme
(CAP) 2026-27, the 15th JKAP IR Bn,
organised quiz, drawing and debate
competitions for students fromvarious
schools at KB Public Higher Secondary
School KB PHSS Sunjwan Jammu on
October 28 tocommemorate the 151st
birthanniversary ofSardar Vallabhbhai
Patel.The programme aimed to
familiarise students with the life,
national contributions and ideals of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel while
fostering awareness among the
younger generation about national
unity, integrity and patriotism.The
eventwas attended by SSP Dushyant
Sharma, CO of the 15th JKAP IR Bn,
Haji AbdulHameed Choudhary, Chief
Patron; Ashraf Ali Choudhary,
Chairman, SoniaNanda,Headmistress
Nehreer Khan, Principal, Danish
Sharma, Programme Coordinator,
and DySP Anuradha Raina of the
battalion, besides other officers, staff

members, teachersand students from
various schools from jammu division.
On the occasion participants were
briefed about the life and legacy of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and his
remarkable contribution to national
integration through the unification
of various princely states after India's
independence.Students participated
enthusiastically in the competitions

showcasing their knowledge, creativity
and communication skills. The
activities were designed to instil
patriotism, discipline, national unity
and asense of responsibility towards
safeguarding the country's integrity
amongyoung minds.At the conclusion
of the programme, medals, trophies
and certificates of appreciation were
distributed among students.

NIT Srinagar hosts vigilance lecture, calls
for zero tolerance towards corruption

H HT News Network

Srinagar| Oct 29: As part of Vigilance
Awareness Week celebrations, National Institute
of Technology (NIT)Srinagar organised a special
awareness lecture to sensitise faculty members,
officers, staffand students about the importance
of integrity, transparency, accountability and
the prevention of corruptionin publicinstitutions.

Senior Public Prosecuting Officer, Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) Ashok Kumar Bagoria
wasthe chiefguestand highlighted theimportance
ofvigilancein ensuring accountable governance,

The programme was attended by Director
NIT Srinagar, Prof. Anurag Misra; CVONIT Srinagar
Prof. Manzoor Ahmad Ahanger; Dean Alumni
and International Affairs, Prof M. A Shah, Heads
of Departments (HoDs), administrative officers;
and ministerial staff of NIT Srinagar.

In his key speech, Mr Bagoria encouraged
participants toremain aware of the appropriate
mechanisms for reporting suspected corruption
and misconduct.

He alsodiscussed the significance of public
awareness in identifying corrupt practices,
understanding legal proceduresand approaching

competentauthorities whenever credibleinstances
of wrongdoing come to light.

Mr Bagoria emphasised the importance of
responsible reporting, factual information and
adherence to established legal channels while
raising complaints.

The lecture also highlighted the role of the
Anti-Corruption Bureauinaddressing corruption-
related matters within its jurisdiction and the
importance of cooperation between citizens
and competent authorities in strengthening
accountability.

Participants were encouraged to understand
thatvigilanceisacollective responsibility requiring
ethical conduct, awareness of legal rights and
a commitment to upholding the rule of law.

Addressing the gathering, Director NIT
Srinagar, Prof. Anurag Misra, emphasised that
integrity, transparency and accountability are
fundamental to building a trustworthy
institutional environment.

He highlighted the importance of sensitising
students and employees about ethical
responsibilities and encouraged the institute
community to uphold the highest standards of
professional conduct.

Earlier, Chief Vigilance Officer (CVO), NIT
Srinagar, Prof. Manzoor Ahmad Ahnagar, in his
welcome address underscored the importance
of preventivevigilance and collective responsibility
in discouraging corrupt practices.

He stressed that awareness, adherence to
established procedures and timely reporting of
suspected irregularities are essential for
strengthening institutional governance and
public confidence.

The programme highlighted theimportance
of vigilance in educational institutions, where
transparent administrative procedures,
responsible use of publicresources,and adherence
toestablished rules are essential to maintaining
institutional credibility and public trust.

H HT News Network

Awantipora, Oct 29; The Office
of the Dean of Students, Islamic
University of Scienceand Technology
(IUST), conducted the Induction
Programme for the students of the
School of Health Sciences (SoHS)
and the School of Architecture,
Planning and Geomatics (SOAP&G)
attheIUST’sNund-Rishi Auditorium
on Thursday.

The programme aimed toorient
newly admitted students to the
academicstructure andlifeat [UST.
Dean Academic Affairs, IUST, Prof.
Sheikh Ajaz Bashir, formally
welcomed the students and called
on them to focus on academic
excellence and value-based
development. He stressed the
importance of youth development
for nation-building.

SpecialRemarks were delivered
by Prof. Shamim Ahmad Shah,

Registrar, [UST, who emphasised
that students from the main campus
as well as satellite campuses are
integral part of the university,
sharing the same academic
environment, and urged the
students to remain conscious of
their responsibility towards the
institution and society.

Earlier, in her introductory
remarks, Dean of Students, IUST,
Dr.Monisa Qadiri,emphasised that
being part of IUST goes beyond
academics, as students now belong
toalargercommunity where shared
values, mutual support and
collective growth define the true
spirit of university life. She called
onthemtobuild their capacity and
leadership potential during this
timeTheinductionfeatured aseries
of informative sessions covering
[UST's student affairs, examination
procedures, academic regulations,
students’ portal and ERP system,

registration of Academic Bank of
Credits (ABC) ID, library affairs,
sportsand hostel facilities, Proctorial
system, NSS and NCC activities.
Various other sessions during
the induction programme were
conducted by Controller of
Examinations, [UST, Dr. Peer Bilal,
Incharge Rumi Library Dr. Sheikh
Shueb, Assistant Director,

Induction program for Schools of Health Sciences, Architecture conducted at IUST

Directorate of Physical Education
and Sports, Dr. Mubashir Malik,
ABC Coordinator Dr.Zubair Ahmad
Shah, and alumnus and faculty
member, Dr. Owais Yousuf. The
departmental participation of the
new batchisbeing coordinated by
various coordinators and co-
coordinators fromdifferentschools.
Aninteraction was also held with

the new batch of students.

The Office of the Dean of
Students, Islamic University of
Science and Technology (IUST),
conductedtheInductionProgramme
for the students of the School of
Health Sciences (SoHS) and the
School of Architecture, Planning
and Geomatics (SOAP&G) at the
[UST’s Nund-Rishi Auditorium on

Thursday. The programme aimed
toorient newly admitted students
to the academic structure and life
at [UST. Dean Academic Affairs,
IUST, Prof. Sheikh Ajaz Bashir,
formally welcomed the students
and called on them to focus on
academic excellence and value-
based development. He stressed
the importance of youth
development for nation-building.

SpecialRemarks were delivered
by Prof. Shamim Ahmad Shah,
Registrar, [UST, who emphasised
thatstudents from the main campus
as well as satellite campuses are
integral part of the university,
sharing the same academic
environment, and urged the
students to remain conscious of
their responsibility towards the
institution and society.

Earlier, in her introductory
remarks, Dean of Students, [UST,
Dr.Monisa Qadiri,emphasised that

being part of IUST goes beyond
academics, as students now belong
toalargercommunity where shared
values, mutual support and
collective growth define the true
spirit of university life. She called
onthemtobuild their capacity and
leadership potential during this
timeTheinductionfeatured aseries
of informative sessions covering
[UST’s student affairs, examination
procedures, academic regulations,
students’ portal and ERP system,
registration of Academic Bank of
Credits (ABC) ID, library affairs,
sportsand hostel facilities, Proctorial
system, NSS and NCC activities.
Various other sessions during
the induction programme were
conducted by Controller of
Examinations, IUST, Dr. Peer Bilal,
Incharge Rumi Library Dr. Sheikh
Shueb, Assistant Director,
Directorate of Physical Education
and Sports, Dr. Mubashir Malik.

@® 00 @

o0 @ ©

CMK



MK
" "AHEADLINES

TODAY

SRINAGAR, FRIDAY
OCTOBER 30 | 2026

HT - EDIT

VoiceTo TheVoiceless

HT EDITORIAL

J&K's Industrial Future
Must Begin at Home

New policy must empower local entrepreneurs,
strengthen MSMES and ensure that investment

creates jobs and lasting economic growth

The Jammu and Kashmir Government’s decision to finalise a
revisedIndustrial Policy offersanimportantopportunitytocorrect
past shortcomings and put local economic interests at the centre
of industrial development. Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Choud-
hary’sassurancethattheallegedselectivetreatmentanddeficien-
cies of the previous policy will not be repeated is welcome. How-
ever, therealtestofthe newframeworkwillbe whetheritstrength-
ens local enterprises, generates sustainable employment and
ensures that industrial growth benefits the people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

The Union Territory has already received anindustrial package
worth Rs 28,400 crore. Yet the benefits of such a substantial pack-
age musttranslateinto tangible results onthe ground. Therevised
policy must prioritise transparency, accountability and effective
implementationratherthanfocus merely oninvestmentannounce-
ments and incentives.

Localindustry mustbe the foundation of Jammuand Kashmir’s
industrial vision. Outside investment is essential for bringing capi-
tal, technology and marketaccess, but it must complementrather
thanovershadow local entrepreneurs. Industrialisation cannot be
consideredsuccessfulifexternalinvestorsbenefitfromincentives
while existing local units struggle with inadequate infrastructure,
limited credit and rising operational costs.

Micro,smalland mediumenterprises (MSMEs) deservespecial
attention. Thesebusinessessustainlivelihoodsandhave consider-
able potential to generate employment, yet many face difficulties
in accessing affordable finance, modern technology, reliable
power and wider markets. Easier credit, technology upgradation,
commontestingfacilities, digital marketingsupportandfairgovern-
mentprocurementopportunitiescanhelplocalenterprisesbecome
more competitive.The policy must also build on Jammu and Kash-
mir'sdistinctiveeconomicstrengths.Horticulture,food processing,
handicrafts,handloom,woolandtextiles, pharmaceuticals,renew-
ableenergy, information technology and tourism-linked manufac-
turing offer significant opportunities for growth.

Value addition should be a central priority. Apples, walnuts,
saffron,dryfruits,spicesandwool producedinJ&Kshouldincreas-
ingly be processed, packaged and branded within the Union Terri-
tory. Modern cold-chain facilities, storage infrastructure and pro-
cessingunitscanreducepost-harvestlosses,expandmarketaccess
and ensure that a greater share of the economic value remains
within the region.

Atthesametime, existingindustrial estatesand manufacturing
units must not be neglected in the pursuit of new investments.
Problemsinvolvingpowersupply,roads,logistics, finance, taxation,
raw materials and delayed approvals continue to affect industrial
growth. Reviving struggling units and helping established busi-
nessesexpandshouldreceiveasmuchattentionasattractingnew
investors.Employment generation must be another definingmea-
sure of success. Jammu and Kashmir’s youth need sustainable
opportunities that allow them to build secure futures at home.
Wherever feasible, incentives should be linked to verifiable invest-
ment, localemploymentand skill development. Projectsreceiving
public support must demonstrate tangible economic benefits, not
merely promise investment on paper.

Transparency willbeequallyimportant.Cleareligibility criteria,
objectiveselectionprocedures,time-boundapprovals,onlinetrack-
ing and an effective grievance-redress mechanism can prevent
perceptions of selective treatment and strengthen investor confi-
dence. The government’s decision to invite public suggestions on
the draft policy is encouraging, but consultation with industrial
associations, MSMEs, workers and local entrepreneurs must con-
tinue during implementation.

JammuandKashmirneedsoutsidecapital, moderntechnology
and access to new markets. But these objectives must serve a
broader purpose: building a resilient economy in which local busi-
nesses grow, regional resources are processed locally and indus-
trial expansion creates dignified employment.

The Rs 28,400-crore industrial package provides a significant
opportunity, but its success must be measured by functioning
factories, thriving enterprises, value-added local products and
sustainable jobs—not merely by the amount of investment an-
nounced.The government has promised that past shortcomings
willnotberepeated. Therevisedpolicymustnowturnthatassurance
into action. Jammu and Kashmir needs an industrial framework
thatattractsinvestmentwithoutmarginalisinglocalenterpriseand
promotes growth whose benefits are shared by the people of the
Union Territory. That is the true measure of an industrial policy
designed for lasting economic progress.
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Saffron: Kashmir's Red Gold and

Ladakh's New Agricultural

Mohammad Hanief

Saffron is more than a precious spice in
Jammuand Kashmir;itisasymbol of heritage,
identityand theenduringrelationship between
people and the land. The purple flowers that
bloom across the saffron fields of Pampore
representgenerationsofagriculturalknowledge,
thehardworkoffarmingfamiliesandatradition
thathasearned Kashmirrecognitionfarbeyond
the Himalayan region. Often called red gold,
saffronremains one ofthe mostvaluable crops
cultivated in the Union Territory, offering
considerable economic potential despite the
challenges facing its production.

Today, Kashmir'ssaffronindustryis passing
through a critical phase. Climate variability,
inadequateirrigation, rising cultivation costs,
pressure on agricultural land and marketing
difficulties have made the future of saffron
farming a matter of growing concern. At the
sametime, Ladakhisexploring the possibility
of cultivating this high-value crop under its
distinctive cold-desertconditions. Theemerging
initiative offers a new agricultural prospect,
provideditissupported by scientific research,
responsible water managementand sustained
institutional assistance.

The developmentsinKashmirand Ladakh
underlineawiderneedtostrengthentraditional
agriculture, diversify rural livelihoods and
protectthenaturalresourcesonwhich Himalayan
communities depend.

Pampore, in south Kashmir’s Pulwama
district, is widely recognised as the centre of
saffron cultivation. The crop is also grown in
other suitable parts of the region, including
areasof BudgamandKishtwar. Locally known
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as “kong”, saffron occupies a distinctive place
in Kashmiri culture, cuisine and hospitality.

Itsdelicate crimson stigmas are valued for
their colour,aromaand flavour. Saffronis used
intraditional dishes, beverages, confectionery
and various commercial products. Its
exceptionally high value relative to its weight
is linked to the labour-intensive process of
harvesting flowers, separating the stigmas
and drying them under carefully controlled
conditions.

For generations, saffron cultivation has
provided income to farming families and
contributed to the rural economy. Yet its
importance cannotbe measured byitsmarket
price alone. The crop represents traditional
knowledge, seasonal agricultural practices
and a cultural landscape that has become
inseparable from Kashmir’s identity.

The Geographical Indication tag granted
toKashmirsaffronin2020furtherstrengthened
itsdistinctidentity. This recognition provides
animportantfoundationforprotectingauthentic
produce, improving consumer confidenceand
ensuring that Kashmir’s reputation is not
undermined by adulteration or misleading
labelling.

Kashmir's saffron sector has received
renewed attention through government-
supportedrejuvenation programmes, irrigation
developmentandeffortstoimprove marketing,.
Officiallyreported production figuresindicate
thatoutputreached approximately23.53 metric

A .
o

tonnesin2023-24before declining toaround
19.58 metric tonnes in 2024-25.

These fluctuations demonstrate that
production remains sensitive to seasonal
conditionsand the effectiveness of cultivation
practices. While rejuvenation programmes
have helped improve selected saffron fields,
sustainable progressrequiresmore thanrestoring
land or distributing planting material. Farmers
needreliableirrigation, healthy corms, technical
guidance and a market that rewards quality.

Climatevariabilityhasbecomeanimportant
concern forsaffrongrowers. Irregularrainfall,
prolonged dryspellsand changingtemperature
patterns can affect the crop’s development
andflowering. Sincesaffrondependsonsuitable
moisture conditions at critical stages, water
scarcitycansignificantlyundermine productivity.

The expansion of settlements and
commercialactivities hasalso placed pressure
on agricultural land in parts of Kashmir.
Protectingtraditional saffron fieldsis essential
not only for safeguarding farmers’ incomes
butalsoforpreservingthe agricultural heritage
of the region.

Another persistent difficulty is the gap
between the premium reputation of Kashmiri
saffronand the returnsreceived by individual
growers. High cultivation costs, dependence
onintermediaries, limited processing facilities
andtherisksofadulterationcanreducefarmers’
earnings. Strengthening quality testing,
transparent trading, modern packaging and

directlinks with buyersis therefore essential.

The future of Kashmir’s saffron industry
dependsonmakingcultivationmore productive,
climate-resilient and financially rewarding.
First, irrigation infrastructure must be
strengthened and maintained. Farmers need
dependable access to water at appropriate
stages of cultivation, particularlywhenrainfall
isinadequate. Water-efficientirrigation methods,
soil-moisture monitoring and locally suitable
cultivation practices can helpimprove the use
of available resources.

Second, agricultural research must be
translated into practical support at the farm
level. Regular soil testing, healthy planting
material, improved field management and
scientific harvesting and drying techniques
can help protect both yield and quality.

Third,themarketingsystemrequires greater
transparency. The IndiaInternational Kashmir
Saffron Trading Centre at Pampore offers an
importantplatformfororganised trade. Stronger
quality certification, traceability, digital
marketinganddirectconnectionswithbuyers
could help farmers obtain better prices.

Finally, farmers’ cooperativesand producer
organisationsshouldbeencouraged toparticipate
inprocessing, packagingandbranding. Greater
local involvement in the value chain would
allow farming communities tocapturealarger
share of the economic benefits generated by
this valuable crop.

Ladakh's New Saffron Experiment

While Kashmir works to strengthen its
traditionalindustry,Ladakhhasbegunexploring
saffron cultivation as a possible avenue for
agricultural diversification. In October 2026,
apilotsaffron plantation wasinitiated at Spituk
PharkainLeh. The projectreportedlyinvolved
approximately90,000saffroncorms, weighing
around 800 kilograms, planted across nearly
4,000 square metres of restored land under
Project Him Sarovar.

The author is a senior

analyst and environmentalist.

Feedback can be sent to m.hanief@gmail.
com. Twitter/X: @haniefmha
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By M S Nazki

Gratitude and Support: Many elders and
community membersexpressrespect, gratitude,
and pride intheIndian Army, highlighting civil-
military outreach, peace-building efforts, and
positive interactions in daily life.

-Events such as community "Elders
Parliament" forums organized by local unitsand
engagementinitiatives oftenshowcaseinstances
of mutual appreciation.

+Regional and Community Divides: Public
sentimentalso changesacross geographiclines;
for example, residents in the Jammu division
generallyreportahighdegree oftrustand support
for the army, whereas perceptions inside the
KashmirValleyare more complexand polarized.

-Perception of the Army: The perception of
theIndianArmyvaries by regionand community
withinKashmir. Residents of Jammuand Kashmir

The story at hand:
+he bond between the people of # Jammm

kL N

&Kashmirand the#IndianArmy#shinesthrough
in #moments like these, an #elder #speaking
fromthe#heartaboutgenuineserviceandending
ina#warm #embrace with a #soldier.

Pride in the Valley's people and our troops
who serve with dedication

-The bond between the people of Kashmir

and theIndian Army shines throughinmoments
likethese, anelderspeaking fromthe heartabout
genuine service and ending ina warm embrace
with a soldier. Pride in the Valley’s people and

our troops who serve with dedication. Jai Hind!
-Herelationshipbetween the Kashmiripeople

and the Indian Army is rooted in the events of
1947-1948 and has evolved through decades of

defense, counter-insurgency, and community-
building programs.
-1. Origins (1947-1948 War)
*TheTribalInvasion: Following theaccession
of Jammu and Kashmir to India, tribal raiders
backed by Pakistaninvaded the ValleyinOctober
1947.

Pride in the Valley's people and

our troops who serve with dedication

* Early Resistance: Local Kashmiri militias
and peacebrigadesorganized by Sheikh Abdullah's
National Conferenceinitially resisted the raiders.

+Deployment: The Indian Army was airlifted
into Srinagar to protect the region, establishing
thefirstdirectmilitary defense of the population.

2.Evolving Dynamicsand Insurgency(1990s)

*Riseof Militancy: The onset of cross-border
terrorismand localinsurgencyin the late 1980s
and 1990s created severe security challenges,
leadingtoaheavymilitary presenceand operations
under counter-terrorism frameworks.

*Complex Perceptions: While thearmy has
acted as a security bulwark against external
aggression, counterinsurgency operations, security
drills,and the application of special powers have
at times caused friction and alienation among
segments of the local population.

3.Humanitarianand Development Initiatives

+Operation Sadbhavana(Goodwill Mission):
Launched formallyin 1998, thisinitiative focuses
on winning local trust through civil-military
action. Key projects include;

* Education: Operating dozens of Army
GoodwillSchoolsand fundingscholarship programs
like the North Kashmir Education Fest.

* Youth Coaching: Running Super 50 and
Kashmir Super 30 programs to help local youth
prepare for competitive exams like JEE, NEET,
and the NDA.

BY-MOOL RAJ

Education is an essential part of a child’s
development, and parents have a significant
impact on how their children will approach
learning.

Parents may promote the value ofeducation
and build a solid support structure for their
children’s academic achievement by actively
participatingintheireducationlike parent-teacher
meetings to know where their children lie and
howmuchmoreattentionis needed tobe given.

Parents can help their kids attain their full
potential by developing a conducive learning
environment, encouraging a love of learning,
offering educational support, and teaching life
skills.

Education is an essential part of a child’s
development, and parents have a significant
impact on how their children will approach
learning. Parents act as a child’s first and most
importantteachersfrominfancythroughteenage
years.

Educationbeginsathome,assoonasachild
opens their eyes and begins to take in their
surroundings. For instance, when a mother

The Crucial Role Of
Parents In Childhood Education

("

hy
. y,

interacts with her new-born child, she uses a
variety of colours and sounds to assist the child
develop cognitive skills and emotions.

The primary responsibility of parents
throughout a child’s formative years is to leave
a favourable, permanent impression as well as
priceless life lessons and abilities that will help
theyoungster developand make decisionsasan
adult.Parentsmustbeinvolvedin theirchildren’s
daily lives and provide rewards for academic
success.

Aswell said by O. A. Battista that “The best
inheritance a parent can give his children a few

minutes of his time each day” Along a child’s
educational path, parents serve as guides and
motivators. They offer counselling, help with
homework, and a secure environment where
kids may come for support when they run into
problems. Parents may promote the value of
education and build a solid support structure
for their children’s academic achievement by
actively participating in their education like
parent-teacher meetings to know where their
children lie and how much more attention is
needed to be given.

Educationisbeyond books, classrooms,and

lectures.Parents have toteachtheir children
important life lessons which may include,
time-management, problem-solving, decision-
making, making them responsible, and
exploring the real world. These skills or
abilities can make a child independent and
child can deal with the complexity of the
outside world.

Achild’s attitude towards education is
significantly influenced by anurturingand
encouraging family environment. By
establishing routines, giving resources like
books and instructional materials, and

‘| promoting open communication, parents

can foster a healthy learning environment

|| fortheirchildren. Children gain confidence,

and a sense of their own potential when
successesarecelebrated, effortsarerecognised,
and a growth attitude is encouraged.

It is impossible to exaggerate the
importance of parentsinachild’seducation.
They play a crucial role in determining a
child's educational path from their earliest

yearsthrough adulthood. Parents can help their
kids attain their full potential by developing a
conducive learning environment, encouraging
alove of learning, offering educational support,
and teaching life skills. A child’s educational
experience is greatly improved by the parent-
teacher partnership. Parents must therefore be
awareoftheinfluencetheyhaveontheirchildren’s
educationandactively participateinthelearning
process.

The Author Is A Regular Columnist
And Freelance Writer
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Nagina International (January-August 2026):

Reyees Ahmad Kumar

Among the various prestigious and high-quality literary
magazinesandjournalsofthecountrythataretirelesslyworking
forthe promotionandpreservationofUrdulanguageandliterature,
themonthlyNaginalnternational occupiesaplaceof considerable
respect and distinction. Published under the editorship of the
reveredNoor ShahSahibandthesincere, literature-lovingWahshi
SyedSahib, thismagazineisnotonlycountedamongthecountry's
reputable literary journals but also plays acommendable role in
encouragingemergingwriters, poetsand literaryenthusiasts by
publishing their contributions alongside those of established
literary personalities. WehshiSayed Sahibnotonly shouldersthe
editorial responsibilities of the magazine but also organises
splendid literary gatherings at his renowned Hotel Shahenshah
Palace, situated nearthe picturesque Dal Lake, where newissues
of the magazine are formally released. What deserves special
appreciationis that he personally bears all the expenses of these
functions, which speaks volumes about his generosity, passion
for literature and unwavering commitment to Urdu language
and literature. The latestissue of the magazine wasalso formally
released last month during a dignified literary gathering held at
the same hotel, attended by a galaxy of distinguished writers,
poetsand literary personalities. Comprising 184 pages, theissue
features an exceptionally attractive and aesthetically pleasing
cover.ltseditorial paysaheartfelttributetotherenownedliterary
figure Varinder Patwari, who departed from this world in April
this year. It also carries an important message encouraging the
youngergenerationtostayawayfromthemenaceofdrugaddiction
andinstead developaninterestintheenrichingworld ofliterature.
The opening pages feature Hamd and Naat compositions by
AshrafAdil, AliShahidDilkash's poemTajalliyat-e-Ramadan,and
an impressive ghazal by Rafiq Raz. The issue also includes an
introduction to Varinder Patwari, an account of his literary
publications and his short-short story Jumood (Stagnation). The
insightful and thought-provoking personal essay Oonch Neech
(High and Low), written by renowned educationist and former
Head ofthe Departmentof Urdu, University of Kashmir, Professor
Mohammad Zaman Azurdah, stands out as one of the finest
contributions to the magazine's section devoted to personal
essays. Three otherremarkable essays—Engineer Shafi Ahmad's
Dil (Heart), S. Mashooq Ahmad's Duniya Gol Hai (The World Is

A Distinguished Name inthe Promotion of

Round), and Zanfar Khokhar's Women Empowerment—have
alsobeenincluded. Together, thesefourengagingandintellectually
stimulatingpieces considerably enhancetheliteraryvalueofthe
issue and offer readers an excellent opportunity to appreciate
qualityessaywriting. Followingthe personalessays,themagazine
presentsarich poetry section featuring compositions by several
distinguished poets. Among the notable contributors are Rafiq
Raz, Saifi Sironji, Ashraf Adil, Parvez Manoos, Shabnam Ashai,

ShameemAkhtar, MushtaqMehdi,HashirAfnan, DrGulzarWani |

andSheikhGulzar,amongothers.Byincorporating prose poems,
free verse, ghazals and qasidas, this section presents a beautiful
bouquetofpoeticgenres.Itnotonlyenhancestheliteraryappeal
of the magazine but also acquaints readers with the distinctive
styles, intellectual perspectivesand creative abilities of different

poets. The articles section opens with Professor Sheikh Aqeel

Ahmad'sParvezMuzaffarKiNazmNigari(The PoeticArtofParvez

Muzaffar). According to the writer, Parvez Muzaffar resides in  §
Birmingham and has been serving Urdu literature through his §
poetry for a considerable period. The article highlights how §
Muzaffar's poems artistically portray the fragmented identity §
of contemporary humanity, the restlessness ofimmigrantsand |3
thehiddenbrutalitywithinanapparentlycivilisedworld.Birmingham 3

ishometopeoplebelongingtodiverse nationalities, culturesand

ethnicbackgrounds,anditsmulticulturalenvironmentisdistinctly {3
reflected in his poetry. The second contributionin thissectionis

areview by Shariq Adeel of Dr Premi Romani's book Igbal Aur
Jadeed Shairi(Igbaland Modern Poetry). The review reveals that
the book comprises five chapters.

It is particularly valuable for readers interested in Igbal
studiesandthoseseekingadeeperunderstandingofhisphilosophical
thought and poetic craftsmanship. Shahnawaz Nazir's article
LafzonKaMasiha: WahshiSayed(The Messiahof Words: Wahshi
Saeed)is another noteworthy inclusion. According to the writer,
Wahshi Sayed's writings are characterised by an absence of
unnecessary noise, exaggerated claims and pretence. Anwar
Afaqj's informative and engaging article Qurratulain Haider Ke
Navalon Mein Manzar Nigari Aur Uski Ahmiyat (Description of
Scenes in Qurratulain Haider's Novels and Its Significance) is
another outstanding feature of this issue. The writer beautifully
highlightstheartisticandliterary qualitiesof Qurratulain Haider's
novels, describing her descriptive technique as distinctive and
unparalleled. Through a detailed examination of several of her
novels, hediscussesthesignificanceof scenicdescription, artistic
refinement and aesthetic dimensions in her fictional world.
SaleemSalik'sarticleQudratKaWaqfa-e-Rehmat(Nature'sInterval
ofMercy)isacontributionofadifferentnature. Thewriterskilfully
presents the Interglacial Period as a genuine interval of nature's
mercy—a period during which ice retreats and life advances. By
presenting scientific facts in an engaging literary style, he has
madethearticleinformative, interestingand thought-provoking.
Dr Sabrina Javed's detailed and informative article The Present
Status of Children's Literature in Jammu and Kashmir is another

significantcontributiontotheissue. Whileexaminingthe prevailing
condition of children’s literature in the region, the writer draws
attention to the limited number of authors engaged in writing
for children. According to her, Hameeda Shah Akhtar, Parvez
ManoosandDrNeelofarNazNahviareamongthefewnoteworthy
literary figures who have contributed

to thisimportant field. The fiction section contains sixteen

Urdu Lanuage and Lit

erature

shortstoriesbyestablishedand
accomplished fiction writers
fromacross the country.Soch
Ka Lamha (A Moment of
Reflection),the openingstory
of this section, deeply moves
thereader. Throughaneffective
portrayalofsocialrealities, the
writerhighlightstheseemingly
insurmountablewallseparating
therichandthepoor,exposing
the bitter realities of class
discrimination and social
inequality. The issue also
features an Urdu translation
byBashirAtharofthe Kashmiri
short story Akbar Tanga Wol,
originallywrittenbyrenowned
poetand fictionwriter Bashir

Dada.
: The story artistically
addressesseveralsocialissues.
Through its characters, the
writer presents a sharp satire
onsocial inequalities, human
behaviour and societal
contradictions,whichremains
evident throughout the
narrative.Noor,writtenbythe
Valley's renowned physician
and fiction writer Dr Nazir
Mushtag, is among the most
[ distinctive and impressive
@ storiesinthissection. Besides
providingreaderswithvaluable
insightsintoacomplexmedical
condition like Alzheimer's
disease, the story introduces
themtoanunusual,fascinating
and touching tale of love. By
skilfully combining medical
realitieswithhumanemotions,
theauthorhasmadethisliterary
creationparticularlyengaging
and meaningful. Dr Riyaz
Tauheedi'sshortstoryNasheeli
Hawa (Intoxicating Wind) highlights one of the most serious
social problems of contemporary times. Young people trapped
indrugaddictionnotonlydestroy theirownlivesbutalsobecome
asource of suffering for society at large. Through this story, the
writer draws attention to a disturbing reality confronting our
society. Raja Yusuf's short story Sila (Recompense) addresses

anotherseriouscontemporarysocialconcern.Intoday'srelentless
pursuitofwealthand prosperity, parentsoftensendtheirchildren
abroadforhighereducationandbetteremploymentopportunities.
However,whentheseverychildrenbegintoneglecttheirparents
completely, theemotionalsufferingbecomesalmostunbearable.
In such circumstances, parents may eventually feel compelled
togiveawayordedicatetheirlifelongsavingsand propertyrather
thanleavethemtotheirindifferentchildren. AkhtarMeraj'sshort
story Aangan (Courtyard) presents a touching narrative of love,
attachment and devotion towards one's native soil. The writer
beautifully explores the deep emotional relationship between
human beings and their homeland. Zafar Khokhar's short-short
story Insaaf (Justice) offers a sharp satire on the bitter realities of
contemporarysociety. Thewritereffectivelyexposestheunfortunate
tendencywherebydemandingone'slegitimaterightsandseeking
justice are sometimes treated as acts contrary to peace, while
thoseraisingtheirvoicesagainstinjusticearethemselvesbranded
as troublemakers. The issue also contains critical reviews and
introductory articles contributed by Rayees Ahmad Kumar,
Zaheer Anwar, Rehana Shajar and Suhail Salim.

ThedistinguishedfictionwriterNoorShahSahibhaspresented
acomprehensive, detailed and well-written account of various
literary events held between November 2025 and June 2026.
These programmes, organised under the auspices of different
literary organisations, have been documented with remarkable
care and attention to detail. This record of literary activities
constitutes another important feature of the magazine.

Underthe heading Kahan Gaye Yeh Log(Where Have These
People Gone?), Noor Shah Sahib has contributed a detailed and
informativearticleonShoreedaKashmiri,amultifacetedpersonality
from Shopian district who enjoys recognitionas adistinguished
poet throughout the Indian subcontinent. He has also writtena
comprehensivearticleonMunshiMohammadDinFaug,offering
an extensive discussion of his life,

scholarly contributions and literary achievements. Under
the sectiontitled Qand-e-Mukarrar(Once Again, with Pleasure),
anexcellentarticle by DrjoharQuddusionRasaJavedani's poetry
collection Nairang-e-Ghazal has also beenincluded. The article
attempts a comprehensive evaluation of Rasa Javedani's poetic
qualities,artisticexcellenceandliterarystature.Overall, thelatest
issueofNaginalnternationalisavaluable contributionfromboth
scholarly and literary perspectives. It certainly deserves to be
read by every discerning reader, particularly those who cherish
Urdulanguageandliteratureand possessakeeninterestinquality
literary creations. The issue not only satisfies the literary tastes
ofitsreaders butalsointroducesthemto the diverse dimensions
of Urdu literature, reaffirming the magazine's distinguished
position in the contemporary Urdu literary landscape.

RAYEES AHMAD KUMAR
Writer is a columnist based in Qazigund Kashmir

Keeping the Past Alive
Through Photographs and Voices

Writers’ Village: A Confluence
of Literature, Culture and Global
Dialogue in the Himalayas

Dr. Vijay Garg

Historyisnotpreservedonlyinbooks,
monuments, museums and official
records.ltalsolivesinold photographs,
recorded voices, family conversations,
folksongs, personallettersand forgotten
stories. Theseseeminglyordinaryobjects
andrecordingsoftenholdextraordinary
memories of people,communitiesand
civilizations. Preservingthemisessential
because once they disappear, an
irreplaceable partofourcollective heritage
may be lost forever.

In an age of rapid technological
change, the preservationofphotographs
andvoices hasbecomemoreimportant
than ever. They connect generations,
bring forgotten events back to life and
helpfuturegenerationsunderstandhow
people lived, worked, celebrated,
struggled and dreamed.

### Photographs: Windowstothe
Past

Aphotographis much more thana
visualimage.Itisafrozenmomentthat
captures the appearance, emotions,
relationships and circumstances of a
particulartime.Anoldfamily photograph
may reveal traditional clothing,
architectural styles, social customs,
occupationsand cultural practicesthat
are no longer common.

Photographs of historical events,
freedomfighters,educationalinstitutions,
villages, marketsand public gatherings
provide valuable evidence of social
transformation. They help historians
understand changes in lifestyles,
infrastructure, traditions and human
relationships.

Forfamilies,old photographs preserve
thememoriesofgrandparents, parents
and relatives who are no longer alive.
They allow younger generations to
discovertheirrootsanddevelopastronger
sense of identity. A faded photograph
may sometimes communicate more
powerfullythanseveral pagesofwritten
description.

However, photographsarevulnerable
todamage. Paper deteriorates withage,
coloursfade, moistureencouragesfungal
growthandimproperstoragecandestroy
precious images. Fires, floods and
accidentaldisposalmaycausepermanent

losses.

Therefore, old photographs should
becarefullypreserved, properlylabelled
and digitised whenever possible.

#i#H# Voices: The Living Sound of
History

If photographs allow us to see the
past, recorded voices enable us to hear
it. The voice ofagrandparent narrating
childhood memories,afreedom fighter
describing historical events, or a folk
artist singing a traditional song carries
anemotionaland cultural richnessthat
writtenwordsalone cannot reproduce.

Voices preserve accents, dialects,
pronunciation, expressions, emotions

andregionalidentities. Theycanreveal
how languages have evolved and how
communitieshavecommunicatedacross
generations.
Oralhistoriesareparticularlyvaluable
fordocumentingexperiences thatmay
not appear in official records. Farmers
can describe changes in agricultural
practices, elderly residents can recall
thetransformationoftheirvillages,and
former teachers can share the
developmentofeducationalinstitutions.
Such personal accounts enrich our
understandingofhistory by presenting
experiencesfromordinarypeople'slives.
Traditional songs, folktales, religious
recitations and local storytelling also
representimportantcultural resources.
Many oral traditions have survived for
centuriesthroughhumanmemory. Yet
when the last person who knows a
particular song, dialect or story passes
away, that knowledge may disappear
unless it has been recorded.
Preserving voices is therefore not
merelyatechnicalactivity; itisaneffort
toprotectculturaldiversityand human
experience.
### TechnologyasaBridgeBetween
Generations

Digital technology has created
unprecedentedopportunitiestopreserve
historical memories. Old photographs
canbescannedathighresolution,while
audio recordings can be transferred
into digital formats. Video interviews,
family documentariesand oral-history
archives can preserve stories for future
generations.

Cloud storage, external hard drives
and digital libraries make it easier to
organise and access these materials.
Artificial intelligence can assist with
image restoration, speech recognition,
transcription and translation. These
tools can make historical resources

accessible to peoplewhospeakdifferent
languages or have visual or hearing
impairments.

However, technologyalso presents
challenges. Digital files may become
inaccessiblebecauseofobsoleteformats,
damaged storage devices, forgotten
passwords or discontinued services.
Editedimagesandartificially generated
voicesmay also create confusionabout
historical authenticity.

Consequently, preservationrequires
reliablebackups, cleardescriptions,dates,
names, contextual information and
periodic migration to supported file
formats. Important collections should
ideally have multiple copies stored in
different locations.

Digital restoration must also be
undertaken responsibly. Original
photographsandrecordingsshould be
retained, and any substantial
enhancement or alteration should be
documented.

##4# The Role of Families, Schools
and Communities

Historical preservation should not
remaintheresponsibilityofgovernments
and professionalarchivistsalone. Every
family, school, village and community

can contribute.

Familiescancollectold photographs,
letters, certificates, audio recordings
and personal storiesinorganised digital
folders. Schools can establish heritage
corners where students document the
historyoftheirinstitutionsandinterview
retired teachers and former students.

Village organisationscanrecord the
memories of elderly residents, local
artisans, folk singers and community
leaders. Libraries and museums can
develop accessible digital collections
that preserve regional history.

Studentscan participatein projects
that combine technology, research,
languageandsocialstudies.Suchactivities
teach them that history is not simply a
collection of dates and names; it is the
accumulated experience ofreal people.

Permission, privacy and cultural
sensitivitymustremaincentraltothese
efforts. Personal recordings should not
beshared publiclywithoutappropriate
consent, particularlywhenthey contain
sensitive information.

PreservingMemoriesforthe Future

Every generation inherits stories
fromthepastand carriestheresponsibility
ofpassingthemforward. Unfortunately,
many valuable photographs remain
unidentified in dusty boxes, while old
recordingsdeteriorateonoutdated tapes
and devices.

Wemustactbefore these memories
disappear. Families should begin with
small collections, identify the people
and places in old photographs, record
conversationswithelderlyrelativesand
maintainsecurebackups. Communities
should identify vulnerable historical
materials and seek appropriate
professional assistancewhennecessary.

Preserving photographsandvoices
is ultimately an investment in our
collective memory. They remind us
wherewecamefrom,helpusunderstand
thepresentandprovidefuturegenerations
with authentic connections to their
heritage.

When photographsfadeandvoices
fallsilent, historylosesits humantouch.
By preservingthesevisualand auditory
treasures today, we ensure that the
experiences, wisdom and emotions of
the past continue to speak to the
generations of tomorrow.

Dr Vijay Garg Retired Principal
Educational columnist Eminent
Educationist street kour Chand
MHR Malout Punjab -152107
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Dr. Satyawan Saurabh

The Himalayas are not just a range
of mountains; theyarealiving symbol of
India’s cultural consciousness, spiritual
tradition, natural wealth, and human
sensibilities.Itsloftypeaksinspire humanity
todream big, while its rivers convey the
messageoflife, continuity,and thegrowth
ofcivilizations.ConnectingthisHimalayan
consciousnesswithliterature, art,culture,
andglobaldialogue, theThirdInternational
"SparshParHimalaya"2026Festival, held
atThano, theWriters'VillageinDehradun,
Uttarakhand, became a memorable
occasionforparticipation. Writers,artists,
scholars, and creative individuals from
various countries and several states of
India participated in this event.

Today, when the world is beset by
challengessuchaspolitical tensions, war,
cultural conflicts, environmental crises,
and social divisions, the role of literature
and culture becomes more important
thanever. Politicsoftendrawsboundaries
between countries and societies, but
literature connectspeople based ontheir
sharedsensibilities.Languagesmaydiffer,
geographical conditions may differ, and
lifestyles may differ, but the aspirations
for love, compassion, peace, justice, and
humandignityarecommoneverywhere.
Literaturegivesexpressiontotheseshared
values.

The author's concept of the village

International events like "Touching
the Himalayas" provide an opportunity
toputthisideaintopractice. Whencreatives
fromdifferentcountriesandIndianstates
gatheronasingle platform, theexchange
ofideasisnotlimited toformaldiscussions.
Itbecomesamedium forunderstanding
the cultural traditions, historical
experiences, literary trends, and
contemporary challenges of different
societies. Such platforms prove that
literatureand culturestillhave the power
to bind people together in a common
humanity.

Thevenueforthisevent,LekhakGaon,
holdsspecialsignificance. Theexpansion
of literary activities in rural settings
challenges the notion that creativityand
intellectual discourse are limited to
metropolitancities, universities, or large
auditoriums. Villages have been a major
source of memories,

folk languages, folk arts, traditions,
and lived experiences in Indian society.
Literary platforms established in rural
settings offer writers the opportunity to
connectwiththeirrootsandpresentlocal
experiences in a global context.

Himalayan Center of Creation

Wiriters'Villageis notjustavenuefor
events; it is poised to become a vibrant
hub for writing, reflection, research,
translation, art, and cultural dialogue.
Here, writers can channel their creative
energy while being close to nature. The
serenity, diversity, and depth of the
Himalayasconnectwriterstonewquestions

traditionalknowledgeand contemporary
thinking.

The strengthof Indian literaturelies
initslinguisticand culturaldiversity.Hindi,
Urdu, Punjabi, Bengali, Marathi, Tamil,
Telugu,Malayalam,Kannada, Assamese,
Garhwali, Kumaoni,and otherlanguages
express the memories, struggles, and
aspirations of their respective societies.
Platforms like Lekhak Gaon provide
opportunitiestoenhancedialoguebetween
these languages, encourage translation
ofregionalliterature,andintroducewriters
from different languages to each other's
creative worlds.

The social role of literature

Thepurposeofliteratureisnotmerely
toentertain, but also to sensitize society
and confrontthe challenges of the times.
Today,writersface numerouschallenges,
including unemployment, economic
inequality, gender discrimination, caste
inequality, consumerism, the negative
impactsofdigitalmedia,andenvironmental
crises. Writerscanraise publicawareness
on these issues through their writings.
When literature becomes the voice of
marginalizedsectionsofsociety,farmers,
laborers, women, children, and youth, it
makes a meaningful contribution to the
process of social change.

In this context, the responsibility of
venues like Writers' Villages increases
even more. Such centers should not be
limited to stage performances, award
ceremonies, and formal speeches; they
should also result in book publications,
translationprojects,researchcollaborations,
training of youngwriters,and long-term
collaborationsbetweendifferentlanguages.
If the connections forged here translate
intofurtherliteraryactivities, translations,
and creative collaborations, the utility of
Writers' Villages can be even broader.

The Himalayas and environmental
awareness

The environmental importance of
the Himalayas is also a natural topic of
discussionintheauthor'svillage. Climate
change, uncontrolled construction,
deforestation, landslides, drying up of
water sources, and unplanned tourism
are posing serious challenges to the
mountainousregions. Theriversoriginating
in the Himalayas are linked to the lives,
agriculture, and economy of millions of
people. Therefore, sensitivity to the
Himalayasis notonlyanemotionalissue
but also a question of environmental
responsibility.

Literature can inspire a new
understandingoftherelationshipbetween
nature and humans and a rethinking of
development priorities.

Thedigitalagehasfurtherexpanded
the possibilities of literary dialogue.
Discussions, lectures, and creative
presentationsheldatthe Writers'Village
can now reach readers in remote areas
through digital media.

This can also provide opportunities
for participation to writers and readers
who, due to economic, geographical, or
other reasons, are unable to attend in
person. This requires systematic
compilation of digital content, reliable
archiving, and ensuring multilingual
availability.

about society, culture, and human life. (Dr. Satyawan Saurabh,
This is why Writers' Village can be seen PhD (Political Science), is a poet
asacultural experiment,aconfluence of and social thinker,)
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Doda admin finalizes activity plan for Janjatiya Gaurav Divas
Fortnight long campaign to promote Tribal Heritage, Art & legacy

H HT News Network

DODA, OCTOBER 29: District
Development Commissioner (DDC)
Doda Krishan Lal today chaired a
meeting toreview the preparedness
of departments for the fortnight long
celebration of Janjatiya Gaurav Divas
(JJGD)-2026 scheduled from
November 1 to November 15.

The meetingfocused onensuring
coordinated participation of the
departmentsinorganisingactivities
tohighlight therich cultural heritage,
traditions, history, languages and
contributions of tribal communities,
particularly their role in India's
freedomstruggle and nation-building,

The meeting was attended by
Additional Deputy Commissioner
(ADC)AnilKumarThakur; Programme
Officer ICDS and Nodal Officer, Tribal
Affairs Department Akhter Qazi;

ChiefPlanning Officer (CPO) Manesh
Kumar Manhas;  Assistant
Commissioner Development (ACD)
Din Mohd Afaqi; Chief Education

Officer(CEO)Bhushan KumarPathak;
District Cultural Officer; Principal
Government Degree College Doda
and Wardens of Gujjar and Bakarwal

Boys' and Girls' Hostels.

SDM  Thathri, Tehsildar
Bhaderwah, Tehsildar Chiralla and
the heads of Government Degree
Colleges Thathri and Kastigarh
participated in the meeting virtually.

The DDC emphasised the
importance of making the fortnight-
long celebrations meaningful,
inclusive and participatory, with a
special focus on tribal identity,
culturalvalues, indigenous traditions
and the contribution oftribal freedom
fighters, particularly Bhagwan Birsa
Munda.

The DDCdirected the concerned
departments to ensure the timely
implementation of the planned
activities in accordance with the
approved calendar. He stressed that
thecelebrations shouldextend beyond
formal functions and reach tribal
habitationsthroughactivecommunity
participation and awareness

initiatives.

The meeting decided to host a
cultural programme on November
15,2026, showcasing tribal culture,
traditions, history, languages and
heritage. Theactivities planned would
also highlight traditional customs,
folk music, dance and indigenous
knowledge.

Emphasising the role of
educationalinstitutionsin preserving
tribal heritage, the DDCdirected the
Chief Education Officer and heads
of

the concerned educational
institutions to organise awareness
sessions, painting competitions, essay
writing, poetry recitation, quizzes
and otheractivities on tribal history,
culture, languages and heritage. The
activities willalso seek to familiarise
students with the contributions of
tribal heroesand promote awareness
of tribal life and traditions.

DC Udhampur reviews ae-
tivity plan for Rashtriya
Ekta Diwas-2026

B HT News Network

UDHAMPUR, OCTOBER 29: Deputy Commissioner
Udhampur Ananth Dwivedi today convened a meeting
with officers of the line departments toreview preparations
and activity plan for observing the Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas-2026 in the district.

The meeting was attended by Additional Deputy
Commissioner Prem Singh; Assistant Commissioner
Revenue Dr. Umesh Shan; Chief Planning Officer Uttam
Singh and other officers.

The departments were asked to formulate respective
plansof activities focusing on the themes of unity, integrity
and fraternity. It was informed that the activities would
start with the Run for Unity with active participation of
line departments, civil society members, students and
volunteers. Debates, symposiums and other awareness
activities would be held in the Schools and Colleges to
promote the spiritof national unity, integrity and solidarity.
ThePolice Department wastasked toundertake Information,
Education and Communication activities. The heads of
the departments were instructed to ensure active
participation of respective staff in the Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas celebrations.

B HT News

Ramban gears up for Rashtriya
Ekta Diwas, J&K UT Foundation
Day celebrations

Network

ACR Shokat Hayat Mattoo; ACD

RAMBAN, OCTOBER 29: Additional Deputy Commissioner
Ramban Varunjeet Singh Charak today chaired a meeting
todiscuss the arrangements for ‘Rashtriya Ekta Diwas’ and
Jammu and Kashmir Union Territory Foundation Day
celebrations in the district. A grand ‘Run for Unity’ would
be held on the Day (October 31) to commemorate the Birth
Anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel which coincides
with the National Unity Day.The meeting was attended by

TehsildarRamban, Tehsildar Headquarter, Dy. SP DAR, CEO,
DYSSOand other concerned officers.The discussions centred
on necessary preparations, logistical requirements, route
plan, security arrangements and coordination among the
stakeholder departments to ensure the smooth conduct of
the event The ADCissuedastringof instructions to concerned
departments for making adequate arrangements pertaining
totheirrespective departmentsincluding trafficmanagement,
medical facilities, participation of youth and students.

Mohammad Imran Naik;

DC Udhampur reviews progress of
highways, other road pl“O]ECtS

B HT News Network

UDHAMPUR, OCTOBER 29:
Deputy CommissionerUdhampur
Ananth Dwiveditoday reviewed
the progress of work on National
Highway, PMGSY and other road
projects at separate meetings
with officersand representatives
of the National Highways
Authority of India and the
National Highways and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited, besides
Engineers of PMGSY and Public
Works Department.

Atthe meeting with officers
andrepresentativesof NHAland
NHIDCL, the  Deputy
Commissioner reviewed the
progress of the upgradationand
strengthening of NH-44,
construction of service roads
and grade-separated structures
and the Chennai-Sudhmahadev
road.

The Deputy Commissioner
directed the executing agencies
to expedite the pace of work
and ensure completion of all
projects within the stipulated
timelines. He also emphasised

—
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the need toidentify and remove
bottlenecks hindering project
executionand ensure effective
coordination among the
concerned departments and
agencies for the timely
completion of these vital
infrastructure projects.

In the earlier meeting, the
DCundertookacomprehensive
review of the road-wise and
work-wise status of PMGSY and
PWD road projects, covering
the stages of execution, physical
andfinancial progress,completed
and ongoing works, pending
projects and bottlenecks
hindering implementation.

The concerned officers and
executing agencies were asked

==

=

to expedite the pace of work,
mobilise adequate field staffand
ensuretheachievementoftargets
withinthe stipulated timelines.

The DC instructed the
agenciestoimmediately resume
allstalled road projects, identify
damaged road stretches and
undertake necessary restoration
and temporary remedial
measures without delay. The
BRO was directed to repair
potholes on roads in the
peripheral areas of Udhampur
town to ensure smoother and
safervehicular movement. The
ARTO was directed to conduct

random speed checking of

vehicles in coordination with
the concerned Tehsildars.

SRINAGAR,

and Cooperative

During the

to the Minister and
that his leadership

of the Government.

Representatives of &K Finance and Account
Services employees’ associations today
called on Javid Ahmad Dar, Minister for
Finance, Agriculture Production, Mining

congratulated him on assuming charge of
the Finance Department.

representatives extended theirwarmwishes

momentum to the functioning of the
department, strengthen institutional
efficiencyand contribute tothe achievement
ofkeyfinancialand developmental objectives

Finance and Accounts Services Employees’
Associations call on Javid Dar, extend con-
gratulations on new assignment

B HT News Network The representatives expressed hope

that the department would continue to

OCTOBER  29:

Departments and

interaction, the

expressed optimism
would provide fresh

make significant stridesin promoting sound
financial management, transparency,
accountability and efficient delivery of
public services. They also conveyed their
confidence that the Minister’s new tenure
would further strengthen the department’s
institutional framework and support its
ongoing efforts towards effective financial
governance.

The employees’ associations wished
the Minister asuccessful and fruitful tenure,
expressinghopethatthe Finance Department
would achieve new milestones and play
an instrumental role in advancing the
Government’s developmental priorities
andthe overall economic progress of Jammu

and Kashmir.

DLSA Jammu organises special Lok
Adalat on MACT cases

JAMMU, OCTOBER 29: A Special Lok Adalat on MACT cases was organized
today here at District Court Complex Jammu under the able guidance of Principal
District & Sessions Judge (Chairman DLSA) Tahir Khurshid Raina and under the
supervision of Civil Judge (Senior Division)- Secretary DLSA Maleeka Sharma.

TwoBenches were constituted for hearing the cases. The First Bench comprised
of Presiding Officer Motor Accident Claims Tribunal Khem Raj and Panel Lawyer
Gurdeep Singh Gill, while the Second Bench comprised of Presiding Officer,

Tehsildar Zachaldara conducts inspections of Essential
Services in Tehsﬂ reviews Public Grlevances

B HT News Network

HANDWARA, OCTOBER 29:
In pursuance of the directions
of the Deputy Commissioner,
Kupwara, Tehsildar Zachaldara,
Vikram Jeet Singh Sodhan,
conductedaseries ofinspections
and field visits across the Tehsil
to assess the functioning of
essential publicservices,ensure
accountability in government
institutions,and address public
grievances.

During a late-night
inspectionof NTPHCBehnipora,
the Tehsildar took stock of the
availability of healthcare
facilities, inspected hospital
wards, and checked staff
attendancetoassessthedelivery
of patient care services. He also

inspected the Power Receiving
Stationat Galganznatoreview
its functioning and assess the
status of essential power-related
services.

Furthermore, the Tehsildar,
accompanied by the Zonal
Education Officer(ZEO),Rajwar,
visited various government
schools across the Tehsil. The
inspectionfocused onthe overall
functioning of the institutions,

>
staffattendance,and the quality
and provision of Mid-Day Meals
to students. The visits aimed
toensure that students receive
the necessary educational
facilities and nutritious meals
in a conducive learning
environment.

Earlier, the Tehsildar also
undertook field visits tovarious
areasofthe Tehsil toassesslocal
issues and identify public

grievances. During the
interaction, he listened to the
concerns of residents and
reviewed mattersrequiringthe
intervention of the concerned

departments.
The field visits and
inspections reflect the

administration’s commitment
to ensuring effective delivery
of publicservices, strengthening
accountability in government
institutions,and addressing the
genuine concernsof the public.
The Tehsildar emphasized the
importance of punctuality,
efficiency,and responsiveness
among government
functionaries to ensure that
essential services reach the
peopleinatimely and effective
manner.

DC Samba reviews arrangements for
safe, clean Diwali celebration

B HT News Network

SAMBA, OCTOBER 29:
Deputy Commissioner Samba
Dr.Rupesh Kumartoday chaired
ameeting in the Meeting Hall
of the DC Office Complex,
Nandini Hills to review
arrangementsforthe celebration
of the festival of lights-Diwali
and ensure a safe, clean and
prosperous festive seasonacross
the district.

The Deputy Commissioner
reviewed key aspects of festival
preparedness, with emphasis
on fire safety, food safety,
sanitation, cleanliness, public
healthand trafficmanagement.
He stressed the need for

coordinated efforts among all
concerned departments to
ensure that people celebrate
the festival in a safe, peaceful

and environmentally
responsible manner.
Emphasizing fire safety as
a top priority, the Deputy
Commissioner directed the
concerned departments to
remain vigilant during the

festive season, ensure the
availability of fire-fighting
equipmentand maintain prompt
response mechanisms to deal
with any emergency. He also
stressed the need to identify
vulnerable locations and take
preventive measures to
minimise the risk of fire-related
incidents.The Food Safety
Department was directed to

intensify inspections of markets
and food establishments to
checkthe quality of sweetsand
otherfooditems,ensure hygiene
standards and prevent the sale
of adulterated or substandard
food products.The Health
Departmentwasasked toensure
the availability of essential
medicines, adequate medical
staff and other necessary
healthcare facilities to address
any emergency during the
festive period. The concerned
departmentswerealsodirected
to maintain sanitation,
cleanliness and proper waste
management, particularly in
busy market areas and public
places.

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 29:
Minister for Agriculture
Production, Finance, Mining
and Cooperative Departments,
Javid Ahmad Dar, addressed
the 43rd Annual National
ConventionoftheIndianSociety
of Mycology and Plant
Pathology (ISMPP)as chiefguest
at the University of Kashmir
(KU) on Thursday.

The convention is being

@® 00 @

43rd ISMPP Annual National Convention held at KU
Javid Dar calls for climate-resilient horticulture and science-led crop protection

held on the theme “Advances
and Challenges in Plant
Pathology under Climate-
Resilient Agriculture.”

Thethree-day convention,
from October29to31,isjointly
organised by the University’s
Department of Botany and
ISMPP, with Rajasthan College
of Agriculture, MaharanaPratap
University of Agriculture and
Technology, Udaipur.

Inhis presidential address,
Javid Dar said that several apple
varietiesonce commonly grown

in Kashmir, a decade or two
ago,arenolonger foundinthe
Valley. He linked this change
to evolving horticultural
practicesand stressed the need
to identify and promote
varieties and crops that are
botheconomically viableand
resilient to changing climatic
conditions.

The Minister said that
changing weather patterns
and disease pressures pose
seriouschallengestoagriculture
and horticulture, sectorsclosely

tiedtolivelihoodsacrossJammu
and Kashmir. He called for
researchand practicalmeasures
to help growers adapt while
protecting crop health and
sustaining production.

The Minister described
the Government of Jammuand
Kashmir’s Holistic Agriculture
Development Programme
(HADP), as a unique initiative
withno parallelinthe country.
He emphasised that financial
assistanceand astrong support
system are important to help

growers make agriculture and
horticulture more viable and
sustainable.Vice-Chancellor

contribute significantly to the
regional

economy.She

KU Prof. Nilofer Khanwhowas
guestofhonourontheoccasion
said the theme was timely in
view of climate change,
emerging plant diseases,
declining soil health, food
security and environmental
sustainability. She noted the
particularimportance of these
issues for Jammuand Kashmir,
where apple, saffron, walnut
and other high-value crops

highlighted the potential of
molecular  diagnostics,
genomics,  microbiome
research, artificialintelligence
and digital disease forecasting
in plant health management.

Prof. Nilofer Khan also
emphasised biological control,
microbial bio-formulations

and integrated disease
management, alongside
collaboration among
universities.
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Mission Director RUSA reviews Developmental Progress
under Vibrant Villages Programme-ll in Trehgam

Hm HT News Network

KUPWARA, OCTOBER 29:
Mission Director RUSA J&K,
Firdous Ahmad Giri, today visited
Trehgam village in Kupwara
districttoreview developmental
progress and assess the
implementation ofinterventions
under the Vibrant Villages
Programme-II (VVP-II).

Duringthevisit, the Mission
Director chaired a review
meeting with district and
sectoral officersat Government
Middle School, Trehgam, to take
stock of ongoing developmental
activitiesand review the status
of variousinterventions under
the programme. He stressed
the need for effective inter-

departmental coordinationand  population.

timely execution of projectsto
ensure tangible improvements
inthe quality oflife of the local

local developmental priorities,
strengthening public service
delivery and ensuring that the
objectives of VVP-II translate
into tangible benefits for the
people.

Later, the Mission Director
interacted withlocal residents
and sought their feedback on
developmentalissuesand public
service requirements. The
residents highlighted their
concernsand shared suggestions
for further improving
infrastructure and service
delivery in the area.

He emphasized the
importance of community
participationinidentifyinglocal
needs and prioritizing
developmental interventions
to ensure inclusive and
sustainable development.

Emphasizingafocused and
coordinated approach, the
Mission Director underscored
the importance of addressing

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified to the general public that the
Aadhaar Card bearing Aadhaar No. 2568 0184 2007,
belonging to Areeba Nisar, R/o Kreeri, Tehsil Kreeri,
District Baramulla, Jammu and Kashmir, contains an
incorrect name recorded as Dua Nisar. The correct name
is Areeba Nisar, and the necessary correction is sought in
the Aadhaar records.

Any person having any objection to the aforesaid name
correction may contact the concerned Aadhaar
Authority along with valid supporting documents for
necessary verification.

This notice is being published to invite objections, if any,
from the general public regarding the proposed name
correction.

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, GHULAM MOHAMMAD DAR, father of the minor child TABASUM
JAN, do hereby declare as under:

That|am the father and legal guardian of my minor child.

That the Aadhaar Number of my minor child is 304926568580.
That due to an inadvertent error during Aadhaar enrolment, my
child's name has been incorrectly recorded as TABASUM BANO,
whereas the correct name is TABASUM JAN.

That TABASUM JAN is the correct name of my minor child, and |
request that the necessary correction be made in the Aadhaar
records.

That I am submitting the relevant supporting documents for
verification and necessary action.

Any person having any objection regarding the aforesaid name
correction may approach the concerned Aadhaar Authority with
valid documentary proof.

GHULAM MOHAMMAD DAR

Father and Legal Guardian of TABASUM JAN

PUBLIC NOTICE

|, ABDUL RASHID DAR, Father of MUSAIB AHMAD DAR,
resident of Nagbal, District Baramulla, Jammu and
Kashmir, do hereby declare as under:

That | am the father and legal guardian of my minor
child, MUSAIB AHMAD DAR.That the Aadhaar Number of
my minor child is 554748331164.That due to an
inadvertent error, my child's name has been incorrectly
recorded as AZAN RASHID in the Aadhaar Card, whereas
the correct name is MUSAIB AHMAD DAR.

That the nameMUSAIB AHMAD DARis the correct name
of my minor child, and | wish to have the same corrected
in the Aadhaar records.Any person having any objection
regarding the aforesaid name correction may approach
the concerned Aadhaar Authority with valid
documentary proof.

Place: Nagbal, Baramulla

ABDUL RASHID DAR

Father of MUSAIB AHMAD DAR

PUBLICNOTICE

|, GHULAM MOHAMMAD DAR, Father of USMAN AHMAD
DAR, resident of Nagbal, District Baramulla, Jammu and
Kashmir, do hereby declare as under:

That | am the father and legal guardian of my minor
child, USMAN AHMAD DAR.

That the Aadhaar Number of my minor child is
514908399966.

That due to an inadvertent error, my child's name has
been incorrectly recorded as MOHAMMAD USMAN DAR
in the Aadhaar Card, whereas the correct name is
USMAN AHMAD DAR.

That the name USMAN AHMAD DAR is the correct name
of my minor child, and | wish to have the same corrected
in the Aadhaar records.

Any person having any objection regarding the
aforesaid name correction may approach the concerned
Aadhaar Authority with valid documentary proof.

Place: Nagbal, Baramulla

DEPONENT

GHULAM MOHAMMAD DAR

Father of USMAN AHMAD DAR

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI

Subject: Application of MOHD ASSADULLAH MALLA S/O
KHAZIR MOHAMMAD MALLA  R/O BANGDARA  Tehsil
KREERI for the issuance of income Dependent certificate
PUBLIC NOTICE
Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of income dependent certificate
in this connection a report of patwari halga concerned has
been sought which reveals that the applicant family consists
of (05) members and having annual income 9200/ the details
of family of the applicant are as fallows
1..MOHD ASSADULLAHMALLA  self 56 years Labour
2..NASEEMA BEGUM Wife 50 years H/W
3...MOHD SHAFIMALLA Son 25 years Labour
4..AIJAZ AHMAD MALLA SON 23 years student
5..FEHMIDA daughter 27 years H/W
Itis further submitted that MOHD ASSADULLA MALLA S/0
KHAZIR MOHAMMAD is Labour by profession and is sole
earnings in the said family Theapplicant needs income
dependent certificate in favour of her daughter FEHMIDA
AKHTER for.
The applicant has applied for the issuance of income
dependent certificate as such the instant matter is published
through newspaper.
if anyone is having any kind of objection He/She may
approach this office within (07)seven days of the publication
of this notice .After passing of Stipulated time of 07 days No
objection will be entertained

NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

PUBLIC NOTICE

My name has been wrongly written as JAFFAR AHMAD LONE
S/0 ALIMOHAMMAD MIR on my Adhaar card bearing Adhaar
No..4208 02803625 while my correct nameis JAFFAR
MAJEED LONE S/L ALIMOHAMMAD MIR which needs to be
corrected if anybody having any objection in this regard he/
she may file his/ her objection in the office of concerned
Adhaar authority of India within seven days from the
publication of this notice after that no objection will be
entertained

Name..JAFFAR MAJEED LONE

D/0..ALI MOHAMMAD MIR

R/0..DALIPORA

PUBLIC NOTICE
OFFICE OF THE JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE
1STCLASS, QAZIGUND
Coram: Aastik \ierma | JOCODE: JK00335

In the case of: Shahid Khursheed

Versus

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir through Executive
Officer, Municipal Committee Qazigund.

Whereas the applicant, namely Shahid Khursheed, has
sought a direction against the non-applicant for
registration of the birth particulars of his son, namely
Ahmad Hubab, born on 21-07-2024.

Through the medium of this notice, the general public is
hereby informed that any person having any objection
regarding the registration of the above-mentioned birth
particulars may submit the same on or before 05-11-
2026, when the matter is listed before the Court for
further proceedings.

Given under myhand and seal of this Court on 28-10-
2026.

PUBLIC NOTICE

is notified that the applicant namely Mohd Akber Ganaie
Father of Zanaib Akbar R/o Gotapora Tehsil NARBAL
District BUDGAM applied for the issuance of BIRTH
certificate of his daughter Zainab Akber D/o Mohd
Akbar Ganaie

The applicant intends to register the Date of birth of his
daughter as school records 21/07 /2015

If any one has objection in this regard, he can approach
concerned Births and Death authorities within the
period of seven days after the publication of said Notice .
No objection will be entertained .

30/10/2026

PUBLICNOTICE

I have lost my Number plate of my vehicle Bike (palsar
n169) bearing Number JK05Q4401 now | am applying
for its duplicate if anybody Having any objection in this
regard he /she may file his/her objection in the office of
ARTO BARAMULLA within seven days from the
publication of this notice after that no objection will be
entertained

GOVERNMENTOF (U.T)JAMMU&KASHMIR
Office Of The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.
Ground Water Division Srinagar

Baghi-Ali-Mardan, NowsharaSrinagar.
E-mail:-  hakeemmushtaq. 75316@jk gov.in Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285
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Re-Tender Notice/ Corrigendum 1st,

Subject: Construction of 200 mm dia DTH / ODEX Method Production Bore Well at Waderpati
and Batgagal in District Kupwara.
Reference: This office e-NIT No. 72/JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2026-27, issued vide endorsement No:

JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp/13946-57, dated: 07-10-2026, Bearing Tender ID No.

2026_PHE_327725 1.

Due to “NO Response” for the above mentioned work advertised vide e-NIT No. and
Tender ID No under reference. Which was scheduled to be downloaded fill 24-10-2026 Up-to 02:00
AM.

S.No. ltem Fresh Date
1. Bid Submission Start date & Time 29-10-2026 Up-to 02:00 PM
2. Last date & Time of submission of bids 11-11-2026 Up-to 11:00 AM
3. Date & Time of opening of tenders 12-11-2026 11.00 AM

NOTE:

All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the aforesaid e-NIT issued vide above referred endstt: nos.

DIP No:DIPK-7184/26

d/=
Send Date: Oct 29 2026 Sd/

Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.
Ground Water Division Srinagar.

GOVERNMENTOF(U.T)JAMMU&KASHMIR

Office Of The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.
Ground Water Division Srinagar

Baghi-Ali-Mardan,NowsharaSrinagar.
E-mail:-  hakeemmushtaq.75316(@jk.gov.in Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285
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Extension Notice éth.
of Re-Tender Notice/ Corrigendum.

(2

Subject: Augmentation of Water Supply Scheme Chatterhama by way of construction of Additional Bore Well.
Reference:1. This office Retender Corrigendum Notice vide endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/
Camp./ 3506-19, Dated: 19-06-2026, Bearing Tender ID No. 2026_PHE_307393_3.

2. This office Extension Notice 5" issued vide endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/
Camp/2363-76, dated: 11-05-2026.

3. This office e-NIT No. 03/1JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2026-27, issued vide
JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp/ 64-76, dated: 03-04-2026. Bearing Tender ID No.
2026_PHE_307393_1.

Due to "NO Response”for the above mentioned work advertised vide e-NIT No. and Tender ID No under reference. Which was scheduled to be
downloaded till 27-10-2026 Up-to 01:00 AM.
S.No. Item
1. Last date & Time of submission of bids
2, Date & Time of opening of tenders

endorsement No:

Fresh Date
09-11-2026 Up-to 01:00 PM
10-11-2026 01:00 PM

NOTE: All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the aforesaid e-NIT issued vide above referred endstt:
nos.

DIPK-7170/26

Send Date: Oct 29 2026. Sd/=

Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.
Ground Water Division Srinagar.

GOVERNMENTOF(U.T)JAMMU&KASHMIR
Office Of The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.
Ground Water Division Srinagar
Baghi-Ali-Mardan, NowsharaSrinagar.

E-mail:- hakeemmushtaq. 75316@jk.gov.in Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285
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Extension Notice 5" of

Re-Tender Notice/ Corrigendum 1%,

Construction of Production Bore Well at Madina Sanzwatroo District Pulwama.
Reference: 1. This office Corrigendum Notice 1%t issued vide endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/
26-27/Camp./ 7835-47 Dated: 20-08-202 bearing Tender ID No: 2026_PHE_315512 2
2. This office Extension Notice 2™ issued vide endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/
26-27/Camp/ 2377-93, dated: 11-05-2026.
3. This office e-NIT No. 29/3S-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2026-27, issued vide
endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp/ 4044-56, dated: 09-07-2026
Bearing Tender ID No. 2026_PHE_315512_1.
Due to "NO Response”for the above mentioned work’s advertised vide e-NIT No. and Tender ID No’s under reference. Which
was scheduled to be downloaded till 27-10-2026 Up-to 11:00 AM.

Subject:

S.No. Item Fresh Date
1. Last date & Time of submission of bids 09-11-2026 Up-to 01:00 PM
2. Date & Time of opening of tenders 10-11-2026 01:00 PM

NOTE: All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the aforesaid e-NIT issued vide above referred endstt:
nos.

DIPK-7159/26 Sd/=

Send Date: Oct 29 2026 Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.
Ground Water Division Srinagar.

GOVERNMENTOF(U.T)JAMMU&KASHMIR
Office Of The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.
Ground Water Division Srinagar
Baghi-Ali-Mardan, NowsharaSrinagar.

hakeemmushtag. 7531 6@k gov.in Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285

. __Extension Notice 5th of
Re-Tender Notice/ Corrigendum 1%,

(e

E-mail:-

Construction of Production Bore Well at Madina Sanzwatroo District Pulwama.
Reference: 1. This office Corrigendum Notice 1%t issued vide endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/

26-27/Camp./ 7835-47 Dated: 20-08-202 bearing Tender ID No: 2026_PHE_315512_2

2. This office Extension Notice 2" issued vide endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/
26-27/Camp/2377-93, dated: 11-05-2026.

3. This office e-NIT No. 29/3S-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2026-27, issued vide
endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp/4044-56, dated: 09-07-2026
Bearing Tender ID No. 2026_PHE_315512_1.

Subject:

Due to "NO Response”for the above mentioned work’s advertised vide e-NIT No. and Tender ID No’s under reference. Which
was scheduled to be downloaded till 27-10-2026 Up-to 11:00 AM.

S.No. Item Fresh Date
1. Last date & Time of submission of bids 09-11-2026 Up-to 01:00 PM
2. Date & Time of opening of tenders 10-11-2026 01:00 PM

NOTE: All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the aforesaid e-NIT issued vide above referred endstt:
nos.

Sd/ Name...AABID ASHRAF SHAH
Judicial Magistrate Tst Class M/O.MOHAMMAD ASHRAF SHAH DIPK-7163/26. Sd/=
Qazigund, R/0..KACHWA MUQAM Send Date: Oct 29 2026 Executive Engineer
Dist...BARAMULLA Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.
Ground Water Division Srinagar.
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DC Kishtwar reviews preparations for Rashtriya
Ekta Diwas, J&K UT Foundation Day

Calls for mobilizing mass participation in Unity Run, Pledge Ceremony and other activities

B HT News Network

KISHTWAR, OCTOBER29: Deputy
Commissioner Kishtwar Pankaj
Kumar Sharma today chaired a
meeting to review and finalise
arrangements for the celebration
ofRashtriyaEkta Diwas and Jammu
&Kashmir UT Foundation Day 2026,
scheduled tobe observed on October
31,2026.SSP Sunny Guptawasalso
presentat the meeting The Deputy
Commissioner directed Districtand
Sectoral Officers of the line
departments toensure smoothand
effective conduct of approved
activitiesacross thedistrict,including
Sub-Divisional, Tehsil and Block
levels.The Sub-Divisional Magistrates
(SDMs) were asked to prepare and

N VR TS G
activities to ensure coordinated
implementation across their
respective jurisdictions.To promote
cleanliness and civic sense, the
Deputy Commissioner directed to
conduct special Swachhata drives.
"A district-level cleanliness drive
will be conducted on the Chowgan

ot T T O

shall organise cleanliness drivesin
respective offices” he informed.
The departments shall also set
up exhibition stalls to highlight
Government Schemesandinitiatives
suchasMission YUVA, National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), HADP
and other schemes offering agro-

opportunities in rural areas.

To promote youth engagement
and awareness, the Deputy
Commissioner directed the School
Education and Higher Education
Departments to organise debates,
discussions and quiz competitions
on the theme "Viksit Bharat 2047"
across educational institutions in
the  district.The  District
Administration, incoordination with
the Police Department, is going to
organise the Walkathon/Run for
Unity (Ekta Daud), with active
participation from officers, officials,
members of the general public,
students, MY Bharat volunteers,
Anganwadiworkers, ASHAworkers
and other stakeholders.The Rashtriya
Ekta Pledge will be administered

Headquarters, with similar pledge
ceremonies to be conducted at Sub-
Divisional, Tehsil and Block levels
to ensure widespread
participation.“The pledge ceremonies,
cleanliness and plantation drives
will be organised simultaneously
across thedistrict to ensure uniform
observance of the day and maximum
public participation,” the meeting
was informed.The meeting was
attended by ADC Pawan Kotwal,
ACR Mohammad Idrees Lone, PO
ICDSRishi Kumar Sharma, Tehsildar
Nirbhay Sharma, ALC Amit Kumar,
BDO Ravi Kumar, AD Handicrafts
Pardeep Shan, DFO Marwabh, Vishal
Chaudhary, DYSSO Jaffer Haider
Sheikh, CHO Sajid Mustafa, EXEn
PWD (R&B) Shamis Din, DIO (NIC)

issue a comprehensive calendar of

Grounds, whiletheline departments

based

entrepreneurship

at 11:00 AM at the District

Faizal Khan, besides other officers.

Director Horticulture Kashmir
chairs review meeting of Horticulture
Developmental schemes

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 29:
Director Horticulture Kashmir
Vikas Anand, today chaired
a review meeting to assess
the progress of various
horticulture developmental
schemes being implemented
by the department.

During the meeting, the
Director reviewed the physical
and financial progress of
ongoing developmental
schemes viz. CSS, CAPEX,
HADP, HDP and and other
developmental activities
aimed at strengthening the
horticulture sectorin Kashmir
valley.

The Director emphasized
the need for timely
implementationofgovernment
schemes, effective utilization
of allocated funds, and
ensuring that the benefits of
various  departmental
initiatives reach the farming

community. The officers were
directed to maintain close
coordination with field
functionaries and regularly
monitorthe progress of works
at the ground level.

Stress was also laid on
providing technical guidance
tofarmers, promoting modern
horticultural practices, and
encouraging the adoption of
scientificmethods toimprove
productivity, quality, and
farmers' income.

The Director called upon
all officers to work with
dedicationand accountability
to achieve the prescribed
targets within the stipulated
timelines. The officers were

further directed to address
the concerns of farmers
promptly and ensure effective
delivery of departmental
services.

The meeting concluded
with a reaffirmation of the
department's commitment
tothe sustainable development
ofthe horticulture sectorand
the overall welfare of the
farming community.

The meetingwasattended
by Deputy Director
Horticulture (C), Chief
Horticulture Officers, Assistant
Director  Horticulture,
Technical Officer and other
concerned officers/officials
of the department.

Mission Director NHM conducts on-site
review at Govt. Children Hospltal Bemina

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 29: Ina continued effort
tostrengthen specialized pediatricand neonatal
healthcare services across the Union Territory,
Mission Director, National Health Mission
(NHM), J&K, Athar Aamir Ul Shafi, today
conducted on-site monitoring and review visit
today atthe 500-bedded Government Children
Hospital, Bemina.

The visit covered key operational units
withinthe premier facility, including the District
Early Intervention Centre (DEIC), Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit (NICU), High Dependency
Unit (HDU), Nutrition Rehabilitation Centre
(NRC), Paediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU),
laboratories, Paediatric Surgery Ward, Operation
Theatre, and the Lactating Ward.

AccompaniedbythePrincipal of Government
Medical College (GMC)Srinagar Dr. Iffat Hassan;
Administrator Associated Hospitals GMC
Srinagar, Medical Superintendent of Govt.
Children Hospital Bemina, Head of Departments,
Divisional Nodal Officer NHM Kashmir, and
Programme Managers of NHM &K, the Mission
Directorreviewed the executionand on-ground
delivery of core National Health Mission
programmes. These included Maternal and
Child Health services, RBSK, RKSK, National
Ambulance Services(102/108), blood services,
NQAS, and free drug and diagnosticinitiatives.

Discussions during the review further
emphasized the ongoing commitment to

upgrading level-IIINICU capacity, streamlining
high-end medicationand consumable supplies,
addressing critical staffing requirements, and
enhancing patient care amenities such as the
lactating ward.

The Mission Director appreciated the
dedication of the healthcare personnel and
reiterated NHM'’s steadfast commitment to
bridginginfrastructuralgaps, ensuring seamless
emergency transport services, and elevating
pediatric healthcare standardsin the hospital.
Thevisit covered key operational units within
the premier facility, including the District
Early Intervention Centre (DEIC), Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit (NICU), High Dependency
Unit (HDU), Nutrition Rehabilitation Centre
(NRC), Paediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU),
laboratories, Paediatric Surgery Ward, Operation
Theatre, and the Lactating Ward.

Sheep Husbandry Deptt
hosts awareness camp at
Chatroo; Distributes Free

Veterinary Kits

B HT News Network

KISHTWAR, OCTOBER 29: The Sheep Husbandry
Department Kishtwar organized an Awareness-cum-
Training Camp at Chatroo today to educate sheep breeders
about scientific rearing, animal healthcare, wool
management and government welfare schemes.

Over 50 breeders from Chatroo and nearby areas
participated in the programme. The experts provided
guidance on flockmanagement, balanced nutrition, animal
hygiene, disease prevention, vaccination and winter
preparedness.Breeders were also sensitised to the National
AnimalDisease Control Programme (NADCP)and measures
to protect livestock from infectious diseases.

The camp featured sessions onscientific wool shearing
and improved wool management practices aimed at
enhancing wool quality and market value. Participants
were alsoinformed about departmental welfare schemes
and support initiatives for sheep breeders.

As part of the programme, free veterinary first-aid
medicinekitsweredistributedamongbreederstostrengthen
basic livestock healthcare. Addressing the gathering,
District Sheep Husbandry Officer Dr. Azhar Moomin
Bichoo reiterated the department’s commitment to
promoting scientific sheep farming, improving livestock
productivity and supporting the socio-economic
development of rural communities.

Vigilance Awareness Week-2026:
Pledge taking ceremonies
held in various Government
offices across Kupwara

B HT News Network

KUPWARA, OCTOBER 29: In continuation with the
observance of Vigilance Awareness Week-2026, pledge
taking ceremonies were taken across Government offices
in district Kupwara.

Pledge taking ceremonies were held in Power
Development Department (PDD) Division Handwara,
Agriculture Office Handwara and Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) Handwara, DIC-DIPR Kupwara
and various other offices with a focus on promoting
integrity, transparency,accountability and ethical conduct
in public service.

Ontheoccasion, officers and officials of the respective
departments reaffirmed their commitment to combating
corruptionand ensuring transparency in the functioning
of government offices. The observance highlighted the
importance of honesty, impartiality and accountability
in the discharge of official duties.

Special Secretary
Agriculture Production
reviews implementation of
PDMC Scheme

Guest of Honour. Their presence

DYSS Poonch organises District-Level National Youth Festival
- Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dlalogue 2027

H HT News Network

female individuals,in the form  painting, poetry, folk

H HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 29: Special Secretary,
Agriculture production department, Dr Ravi
Shankar Sharma held a meeting at Directorate
of Agriculture Lalmandi here for empanelment
of companies under the Per Drop More Crop (PDMC)
componentof centrally sponsored scheme Pradhan
Mntri Rashtriya Krishi vikas yojna (PM-RKVY).

The meeting was attended by Director
Agriculture Kashmir Sartaj Ahmad Shah, Director
Horticulture Kashmir Vikas Anand, Director
Planning , Agriculture Production department
Majeed Ahmad Karnai, Director Agriculture
Jammu Anil Guptaand the represenataives of the
empanelled companies.The Special secretary
underscored the importance of the PDMC scheme
for precision water management to enhance crop.

POONCH,OCTOBER 29: The
District Youth Servicesand Sports
(DYSS) department Poonch on
Thursday organised a District-
Level National Youth Festival -
Viksit Bharat Young Leaders
Dialogue 2027 (Cultural Track)
here in the Auditorium Hall,
Government Degree College,
witnessing participation ofyoung
talent from different zones of
the district.

Additional District
Development Commissioner
(ADDC) Amarjeet Singh was the
Chief Guest, while Principal,
Government Degree College Prof.
Dr. Jasbir Singh attended as the

addedsignificancetotheoccasion
and encouraged the participating
youth to pursue excellence in
cultural, creative and leadership
activities.

The programme aimed to
provide youth a platform to
showcase their artistic abilities,
cultural heritage, creative
expression and leadership
potential. The event featured
varied cultural and literary
activities, including Painting
Competition, Poetry Competition,
Folk Song, Folk Dance and Nukkad
Natak, reflecting therich cultural
diversity, creativity and artistic
talent of the youth of Poonch.

As many as 150 male and

ofSeventeams and representing
different zones of the district,
competed in different
disciplines, showcasing their
talent, confidence, teamwork
and dedication.

Toensureafair, transparent
and professional evaluation of
the performances, experienced
and competent judges were
appointed for eachindividual
activity. The judges assessed
the participants on the basis
of relevant criteria, including
creativity, originality,
presentation, artistic skills,
performance qualityand overall
impact.

Through activities suchas

performances and street
theatre, the eventalso promoted
awareness, social responsibility,
cultural understanding and
the spirit of active youth
engagementinnation-building.

The programme was
organised under the overall
supervision of DYSSO
Mohammad Qasimand Activity
In-charge Vijay Kumar Sharma.

Imtiaz Ahmed Lone was
the Nodal Officer of the
organising ~ Committee
constituted to coordinate the
arrangements and facilitate
the conduct of the scheduled
activities.

DC Anantnag chairs comprehensive Meeting on Winter Preparedness
Directs prompt restoration of Essential Services, Public accessibility of Officers and timely Redressal of Grievances

B HT News Network

ANANTNAG, OCTOBER 29: Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Anantnag, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat, today
chaired a comprehensive meeting of concerned
officers at Dak Bungalow, Khanabal, Anantnag, to
review winter preparedness and ensure timely
arrangements across all departments.

Emphasizing the need for closeinterdepartmental
coordination and a proactive approach, the DC
stressed the timely implementation of mitigation
measures to effectively address winter-related
challenges and minimize inconvenience to the general
public.

The meeting discussed the prioritization of roads
for snow clearance, uninterrupted power supply,
timely replacement of damaged Distribution
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Transformers (DTs), and adequate decentralized
buffer stocking of essential materials.

The Chairwasinformed that the total road length
under P1 and PE categories is 1,005 km, while the
total road length is 1,542 km.

The DCdirected the concerned departments to
ensure the pre-positioning of snow clearance
machinery at strategic locations tofacilitate timely
snow clearance and maintain road connectivity
during the winter season.

Comprehensive arrangements for uninterrupted
water and power supply, healthcare facilities, relief
and rescue operations,and snow clearance of roads
were also reviewed.

The Chair was apprised that adequate stocks of
essential commodities and medical supplies had
been arranged and that response teams were kept
ready toaddressany eventuality arising fromadverse

weather conditions.

The DCdirected the concerned departments to
ensure the availability of safety gear for frontline
staff, strict adherence to duty rosters, improved
ambulance services, particularly for expectant
mothers and terminally ill patients, and adequate
heatingarrangementsin hospitals and health centres
across the district.

He stressed the need to put in place robust
mechanisms for interdepartmental coordination,
prompt response to emergencies, and timely
restoration of essential services during the winter
season.

The Deputy Commissioner also directed the
State Disaster Response Force (SDRF)to remain fully
prepared to respond to any emergency arising from
heavy snowfall, severe weather conditions or other
natural exigencies.

He stressed the importance of maintaining
readiness forrescue and relief operations, particularly
in vulnerable and far-flung areas.

Reviewing the preparedness of the Power
Development Department, the Deputy Commissioner
directed the concerned Superintending Engineer
of KPDCL to ensure regular and uninterrupted
electricity supply during winter.

Heemphasized the need foradvance maintenance
of power infrastructure and prompt redressal of
power-related complaints, particularly in areas
vulnerable to weather-related disruptions.

The Superintending Engineer, Jal Shakti
Department, was directed to ensure the availability
of safe drinking water throughout the winter season
and take advance measures toaddress any disruption
in water supply caused by freezing temperatures
or adverse weather conditions.
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Kashmir During Winter

Stay Healthy, Stay Happy

‘

44(.‘1’ 9
Sahil Manzoor Bhatti

Winterisapproachingin Kashmir. During this season,
we need warm homes, healthy food, and proper care to
protect ourselves from common health problems such
as colds, coughs, and fever.

During winter, temperatures sometimes fall below
zero degrees. This makes daily life difficult for many
people. However, winter is not new to us. We should be
prepared for this cold season and take proper care of our
health.

Many people enjoy winter by taking partin different
activities, such as going to the gym, playing cricket and
volleyball, and enjoying indoor games.

My advice to the people of Kashmir is simple; Do not
be afraid of winter. Enjoy the season, stay active, eat
healthy food, and take care of your health. We should
spend our time doing activities that keep usfitand happy.

Remember, a healthy body leads to a happy life.

Importance of Regular Exercise

Healthy People, Healthy Nation

Regular exercise helps us stay fit, healthy, and active.
Italso teaches us discipline and helps us live a better life.

Today, many people face health problems such as
obesity, fatty liver, high cholesterol, and heart diseases.
Stress and anxiety have also become common. To avoid
many of these problems, we need to follow a healthy
routine.

We should eat a balanced diet, exercise regularly, get
enoughsleep,and gofor medical check-ups whenneeded.
Small changesinourdaily routine canmakeabigdifference
to our health.

Importance of a Home Gym

Nowadays, many people suffer from health problems
such as obesity, digestive problems, fatty liver, heart
diseases, and joint problems.

Ourbodies perform manyimportant functions every
day. Forexample, our bodies digest food, circulate blood,
and remove waste materials. These natural processes
areamazing and remind us of the greatness of Almighty
Allah.

As human beings, we should be thankful for the
blessings we have received. We should also understand
the importance of protecting our health and taking care
of our bodies.

The Cell: ABasic Unit of Life

Acellisthebasicstructural and functional unit oflife.
Allliving organisms are made up of cells. Some organisms
have only one cell, while others have many cells.

The human body contains trillions of cells. Each cell
performsimportant functions that help our bodies work
properly.

Different parts of a cell have different functions:

EndoplasmicReticulum(ER); Helps makeand transport
proteins and fats.

Golgi Apparatus: Packs and sends proteins and fats
to different parts of the cell.

Ribosomes: Help make proteins.

Lysosomes: Break down waste materials inside cells.

Vacuoles: Store water, nutrients,and waste materials.

Peroxisomes: Help break down fatsand remove certain
harmful substances.

Cytoskeleton: Gives shape and support to the cell.

Centrioles: Help in cell division in animal cells.

Chloroplasts: Found in plant cells, they help plants
make food using sunlight.

When we learn about these tiny structures, we
understand how wonderfully the humanbody and other
living things are organised.

Atoms: The Tiny Building Blocks of Matter

Everything around us is made up of atoms. Atoms
are so small that we cannot see them with our naked
eyes.

An atom has a central part called the nucleus, with
electrons found around it in different energy levels.

Science helps us understand how the universe works.
However, there is still much more to learn about the
world around us.

As Muslims, we believe that Almighty Allah is the
Creator of the universe. We should always be thankful
for His blessings and use our knowledge to help others.

We have been blessed with a wonderful mind that
allows us to think, learn, and discover new things. We
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should use this ability for the betterment of society.

Although medical science has made great progress,
some serious diseases, including cancerand AIDS, continue
to create major health challenges. Scientists and doctors
areworkingtofind better treatmentsandimprove people's
lives.

Through this article, | want to remind readers of the
blessings of Almighty Allahand theimportanceof respecting
every living creature.No country, person, or nationshould
consider itself superior to everyone else. Every human

Youcanalsoaskyour friends and relatives to give you
simple fitness equipment as a gift on special occasions
instead of expensive presents.

The main purpose of ahome gym s to make exercise
easy and convenient.

My Experience with Gym Exercise

I was in Class 8 when I started going to the gym. In
Kashmir, many people call bodybuilding the iron game.

During this journey, I met many kind and helpful
people, including teachers, businesspeople, sportspersons,

being hasvalue,and we should treat others with kindness
and respect.

Health Is More Important Than Wealth

Today, Iwant to share my thoughts on theimportance
of regular exercise and how it helps us stay happy, fit,
and energetic.

First, we should ask ourselves animportant question:
What matters most in life—health, money, buildings, or
fame?

Without good health, it becomes difficult to enjoy
many other things in life. Therefore, we should give our
health the same importance that we give to education,
money, and success.

Today, we encourage people to achieve their goals
andbecome successful. However, we shouldalsoencourage
them to take care of their health.

The Importance of Physical Work

Some people are lucky because their jobs involve
physical activity. Workers and labourers, for example,
remain active while performing their daily duties.

Unfortunately, manylabourers earn very little despite
working hard to support their families. They deserve our
respect, appreciation, and better support from society
and the government.

The government should introduce helpful schemes
and fair wages to improve their living conditions.

Sportspeople are also fortunate because sports keep
them physically active. Through sports, they canimprove
theirfitness,developdiscipline, makefriends,and sometimes
achieve fame and financial success.

What Is a Home Gym?

Many people say that they do not have enough time
to visit a gym. For such people, a home gym can be a
useful option.

Ahome gym s a place in your house where you can
exerciseregularly. Youdonotneedalargeroomorexpensive
equipment to begin.

You can start with a small space and some basic
equipment. Forexample, you can useayogamat, skipping
rope, and light exercise weights, depending on your
needs.

As your budget allows, you can gradually add more
equipment.

healthy activities, reduce stress, and develop discipline.

Along with academiceducation, schoolsand colleges
should teach students the importance of physical and
mental well-being.

Ahealthy student can develop good habits that may
benefit them throughout life.

Keeping Young People Away from Harmful Habits

In many villages, some young people are becoming
involved in harmful habits such as smoking and drug
use.

e

and government employees. They encouraged me and
helped me stay motivated.

Like every journey, mine also had ups and downs.
However, exercise gave me a feeling of happiness and
positivity.I felt more energeticand noticed improvements
in my daily routine.

My experience taught me thatregular physical activity
can help us develop discipline and confidence.

Based on my experience,  encourage young people
totake partinsportsand fitnessactivities. These activities
canhelpthemuse their free time positively, develop good
habits, and learn kindness and discipline.

Young people should also stay away from smoking,
drugs, and other harmful habits.

However, everyone should exercise according to their
ageandability. Beginners shouldlearnthe correct techniques
from a qualified trainer to avoid injuries.

How to Start a Home Gym

Before setting up a home gym, it is helpful to consult
a qualified fitness trainer.

Atrainer canguide youabout suitable exercises, basic
equipment, and safe ways to exercise different parts of
the body.

You can also encourage your brothers, sisters, and
parents to join you in simple fitness activities.

Family exercise canbe enjoyable and can helpeveryone
develop healthy habits.

Remember, you do not need an expensive gym to
stay active. Walking, stretching, cycling, and playing
outdoor gamesare alsogood ways toimprove your fitness.

The important thing is to remain active and make
exercise a regular part of your life.

The Importance of Gyms in Schools and Colleges

Schools can play an important role in promoting
physical fitness among students.

Small gym facilities can be established in schools
where students can learn simple exercises under proper
supervision. This canhelp themunderstand theimportance
of physical activity from an early age.

Colleges thatalready have gym facilities should make
them available to interested students under proper
supervision.

Such facilities can encourage students to take part in

This is a serious concern for families and society. We
should work together to protect our young generation
and guide them towards a better future.

Parents, teachers, community members, and the
government all have an important role to play.

We should encourage young people to participate in
sports, reading, cultural programmes, and other positive
activities.

Local gym centres, sports clubs,and playgrounds can
provide useful opportunities for young people to spend
their free time productively.

We should also remember that people facing stress,
anxiety, or depression may need support from their
families, trusted people,and qualified health professionals.

Exercise can support mental well-being, but it is not
areplacement for professional medical care whensomeone
needs it.

Our goal should be to build a society where young
people feel supported, respected, and encouraged to
make healthy choices.

Conclusion: Exercise for a Better Life

Good healthis one of the greatest blessings in ife. We
should never ignore it while working towards money,
fame, and success.

Regularexercise, healthy food, proper sleep,and good
daily habits can help us lead a better life.

Ahome gym s one way to remain active, but it is not
the only way. Walking, playing games, cycling,and doing
simple exercises can also help us stay fit.

During winter in Kashmir, we should take special
careof our health, dress warmly, eat balanced meals, and
remain physically active in safe ways.

Let us encourage our families, friends, students, and
neighbours to adopt healthy habits.

Let us work together to build a healthier society and
a brighter future for our young generation.

Stay active, eat healthy, think positively,and take care
of yourself and others.

Alhamdulillah for the blessings of Almighty Allah.

Healthy People, Healthy Nation.

Sahil Manzoor Bhatti
sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.com
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Hylo Open: Sindhu, Lakshya

advance; Prannoy crashes out

United News Of India

NEW DELHI, OCT 29 :PV Sindhu and Lakshya Sen
began their BWFHylo Open campaigns with victories
onWednesday, joining several other Indian shuttlers
in the second round of the Super 500 tournament in
Saarbrucken. However, HS Prannoy failed to progress
after losing to France's sixth seed Toma Junior Popov

in straight games.

Second seed Sindhu made a comfortable start in
the women's singles draw, defeating UAE's Prakriti

Bharath 21-10, 21-10 in just 28 minutes. Coming off
a runner-up finish at last week's French Open, the
Indian controlled the contest from the outset and
never allowed her opponent to settle.

Seventh seed Lakshya had towork harder tosecure
his placeinthe nextround. The Indianlost the opening
game 16-21 against Finland's Joakim Oldorff but
responded strongly, taking the next two games 21-9,
21-13 to complete the comeback victory in just over
an hour.

Kiran George alsoadvancedinmen's singles, beating

Malaysia's Cheam June Wei 21-18, 21-17 in straight
games.

Prannoy, however, could not make the most of
his opportunity against Popov. The Indian narrowly
lost the opening game 21-23 before going down 16-21
in the second to bow out of the tournament.

TharunMannepalliand Sankar Subramanianalso
suffered first-round exits, losing to Chinese Taipei's
Chi YuJen and Finland's Kalle Koljonen, respectively.
Ayush Shetty, meanwhile, withdrew from the
tournament before it began due to aninjury sustained
at last week's French Open.

In women's singles, sixth seed Unnati Hooda
recovered fromagame downto defeat Czechia's Tereza
Svabikova 17-21,21-12,21-11. After losing the opening
game, Hooda found her rhythm and dominated the
next two to seal the match.

Isharani Baruah also progressed, overcoming
Germany's Miranda Wilson 21-19,21-9. Anmol Kharb
had a closer contest against Sri Lanka's Ranithma
Liyanage but held on to win 21-18, 22-20, wrapping

up the matchin two games.Malvika Bansod came out

on top in an all-Indian clash against Devika Sihag.
Bansod dropped the first game 18-21 but bounced
backemphatically, winning the next two 21-10,21-14
to move into the second round.

However, it was the end of the campaign for Ashmita
Chalihaand AakarshiKashyap. Chaliha took the opening
game against Bulgaria's Kaloyana Nalbantova but lost
the next two 12-21, 8-21 to go down 18-21, 21-12,

21-8. Kashyap was beaten 21-12, 21-18 by Ukraine's

Polina Buhrova.UNITB AAB

Ranji Trophy: Pramanik's
maiden 10-wicket haulpowers
Bengalto third straight win

United News Of India

KOLKATA, OCT 29 :Bengal strengthened their hold
on top spot in Ranji Trophy Elite Group C after spinner
Pradipta Pramanik claimed his maiden 10-wicket match
haul in a commanding 287-run victory over Kerala on
Thursday. Shahbaz Ahmed also delivered a decisive all-
round performanceasBengal completed theirthird successive

win of the

Kerala, resuming the fourth and final day at 53/4 while
chasing 408, were dismissed for 120 in 38.4 overs at the
KCA Cricket Ground in Mangalapuram. The victory took
Bengal to 18 points, sixahead of Maharashtra, whocollected
three points for a first-innings lead over Gujarat in Pune.

Pramanik, playing his 19th first-class match, finished
with 6/51 in the second innings after taking 4/44 in the
first, returning match figures 0f 10/95. The left-arm spinner
removed overnightbatterand Kerala captain VishnuVinod
for 19 without allowing him to add to his score, before
dismissing SalmanNizar for one Veteran pacerMohammed
Shami then struck twice, removing Aditya Sarwate and
Vaisakh Chandran as Kerala slipped to 70/8. Mohammed
Azharuddeen scored 26 off 44 balls.

season.

Molineux tops WPL auction
at Rs 1.1 crore, joins UP Warriorz

United News Of India

NEWDELHI, 0CT 29 :Australia captain Sophie
Molineux emerged as the biggest buy at the
Women's Premier League (WPL) 2027 auctionin
Kochi on Wednesday, joining UP Warriorz for
INR 1.1 crore. India batter Kiran Navgire was the
most expensive Indian player, with Delhi Capitals
securing her services for Rs 75 lakh.

Molineux attracted abidding contest between
UP Warriorz and defending champions Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, who pulled outatRs 1.05
crore. UPW eventually won the race for the
Australian allrounder, who led her country to
their seventh T20 World Cup title in July and has
also been their leading wicket-taker this year.

RCB,whowent through the first 10 setswithout
making a purchase, strengthened their squad in
the accelerated round by signing Australia
allrounder Jess Jonassen for her base price of Rs
40 lakh and South Africa's Chloe Tryon for Rs 30
lakh. Grace Harris, released by RCB before the
auction, returned to UP Warriorz for Rs 30 lakh.

UPW were the busiest team, filling all eight

of their available slots after entering the auction
withRs3.75 crore. Their cricket director Kshemal
Waingankar said Molineux and Harris would
give the side greater flexibility."(We were going
to get Molineux) at any cost,” Waingankar said.
Headded that Molineux'sleadership and bowling,
combined with Harris's power-hitting, would
allow the team to experiment with different
combinations.UPW also signed India allrounders
SnehRanaand wicketkeeper-batter SushmaVerma
for Rs 30 lakh each, as well as Scotland captain
Kathryn Bryce for Rs 10 lakh. Rana, who has
represented RCB, Gujarat Giants and Delhi Capitals,
said she was excited.

@ @headlinestodaydaily n @headlinestoday B @headlinestodaynews
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15-year-old Karnataka prodigy
Uma Kashvi scripts WPL history

United News Of India

BENGALURU, 0CT29 :Karnataka's 15-year-old
all-rounder UmaKashvihasbecome the youngest
player ever bought ata Women's Premier League
(WPL) auction, with Delhi Capitals signing the
teenager for Rs 10 lakh in a move that underlines
thegrowingspotlightonIndia'semergingcricketing
talent.

At 15 years and 202 days, Kashvi broke the
record previously held by Deeya Yadav, who was
16 when she was signed atlast year's auction. Her
selectionat the 2027 auctionin Kochi on October
28 marks a major milestone for a cricketer who
hasalreadymadeherpresencefeltwithextraordinary
performances in age-group cricket.

The most striking evidence of her potential
cameinthe2025-26 Women'sUnder-15One-Day
Trophy, where she finished as the tournament's
leading run-scorer with 516 runs at an average of
172,including three centuries and a half-century.

Against Manipuron January 10,2026, Kashvi

hammeredanunbeaten 158 offjust66balls,striking
23 fours and seven sixes. Her explosive innings

powered Karnataka to 321 for five in 35 overs,
before the side sealed a commanding 275-run
victory.A right-arm off-spinner capable of
contributing in the middle order, Kashvi has
demonstrated that her promise extends beyond
batting. In Karnataka's Under-19 T20 Trophy
quarter-final against Vidarbhaon October 22, she
claimed three wickets for 18 runs in four overs
and scored 11 runs as Karnataka defended 140
for seven to win by six runs.

15JKAPIRBn, Organises Quiz, Drawing
and Debate Competitions for Students at
KBPHSS inSanjwanJammu

Gulfam Barji

JAMMU/OCTOBER:29:As part of the
Civic Action Programme (CAP) 2026-27,
the 15th JKAP IR Bn, organised quiz,

JKAPIRBn,Haji Abdul Hameed Choudhary,
Chief Patron; Ashraf Ali Choudhary,
Chairman, Sonia Nanda,Headmistress
Nehreer Khan, Principal, Danish Sharma,
Programme Coordinator, and DySP

drawing and debate competitions for
students fromvarious schools at KB Public
Higher Secondary School KB PHSS Sunjwan
Jammu on October 28 to commemorate
the 151st birth anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.The programme aimed
to familiarise students with the life,
national contributionsandideals of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel while fostering
awareness among the younger generation
about national unity, integrity and
patriotism.The event was attended by
SSP Dushyant Sharma, CO of the 15th

AnuradhaRaina of the battalion, besides
other officers, staff members, teachers
and students from various schools from
jammu division. On the occasion
participants were briefed about the life
and legacy of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
and hisremarkable contribution tonational
integration through the unification of
various princely states after India's
independence.Students participated
enthusiastically in the competitions
showcasing their knowledge, creativity
and communication skills.
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