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Forlan names star-studded
*23 WA Uruguay squad for India friendly

HT BRIEFLY

J&K BOSE issues revised timeline for annual
exam forms, late fee applicable after Sept 10

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, SEP 05 :The Jammu and
Kashmir Board of School Education (J&K
BOSE)on Saturdayissued arevised schedule
for submission of online examination forms
and renewal of registration returns for the
Annual/Regular 2026 (October-November)
session, setting September 10, 2026, as the
cut-off date.

As per the fresh notification, candidates
appearing for Class 10, 11, and

Two killed as oil tanker skids
off road, overturns in Kishtwar
HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

KISHTWAR, SEP 05 :Two persons were
killed after an oil tanker skidded off the road
and overturned in the Pathimhal area of
Palmar in Kishtwar district on Saturday,
officials said.

A senior police officer told the news
agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO)that
theaccident occurred when the tanker was
travelling through the

LeT terrorist killed in Budgam
identified as Yasir: J&K Police

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

BUDGAM, SEP 05: The terrorist killed
in a joint operation in the Ashdar Gali area
of Budgam district has been identified as
Yasir, a Pakistani national affiliated with
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT),the Jammuand Kashmir
Police said on Saturday.

InapostonX,J&K Police, as per the news
agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO),
confirmed the identity of the slain terrorist,
stating,“YouCanRunBut YouCan'tHide!”Yasir
was killed during Operation Ashdar, a joint
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NHM employees in J&K announce
T2-hour strike from Sep9

SRINAGAR, SEP 05 : The UT Level Joint
Coordination Committee of NHM Employees
of Jammu & Kashmir on Saturday said that
the forum has decided to observe a 72-hour
strike from September 9 onwards in support
of their long-pending demands.

Aspokesman ofthe committee,according
tothe news agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), said that the decision was taken after
no concrete or satisfactory response was
received from the Govt of Jammu & Kashmir
within the stipulated ultimatum period.

“The decision was taken duringavirtual
meeting of the UT Level

p224 MORE ONP 02

“Teachers Are the Architects of Our Nation’s Future”:

Leaders Laud Educators
on Teachers' Day

Modi, Murmu, Sinha and Omar hail teachers’ role
in nation-building; J&K honours 20 educators

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES Awards on teachers in New Delhi, said education
was the most effective means of realising the
constitutional ideal of equality of opportunity and
credited teachers with helping achieve a negligible
primary-school dropout rate. She stressed the
importance of academicexcellence, skill development,
entrepreneurship and the intellectual, physical and
moral development of children. Murmualso underlined
the special responsibility of teachers towards first-
generation learners, economically disadvantaged
children, shy students, talented youngsters lacking
confidence and children with special needs. In J&K,
LG Sinha paid tribute to Dr Radhakrishnan and
appreciated the teaching community, while Omar
Abdullah lauded teachers for their dedication and

selfless service in nurturing
P93 MORE ON P 02

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 5: Prime Minister
NarendraModi, President Droupadi Murmu, Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha and Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Saturday paid rich tributes to teachers
on Teachers’ Day, highlighting their role in shaping
generations, promoting equality and building a
knowledge-driven nation, while the Jammu and
Kashmir government honoured 20 teachers for their
outstanding contribution to education. Modi paid
homage to former Presidentand eminent educationist
Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan and said the occasion
wasanopportunity torecognise the strong contribution
ofteacherstosociety. Healsointeracted withrecipients
of the National Teachers’ Awards at 7, Lok Kalyan
Marg. President Murmu, while conferring the National

“We Must Make Government Service Rules

More Responsive”: Jitendra Singh
Union Minister launches CSS Shield to support

families of deceased Central Secretariat officers

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 5: Union
Minister of State for Science and
Technology and Earth Sciences and
MoS in the PMO, Personnel, Public
Grievancesand Pensions, AtomicEnergy
and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh on Saturday
called for making government service
rules more responsive to the changing
needs of employees and their families
whilelaunching the Central Secretariat
Service Forum’s ‘CSS Shield’ initiative
to support bereaved families. The
initiative will provide financial
assistance to families of deceased CSS
officersthroughvoluntary contributions
from service members, with Singh
presenting assistance to the families
oflate Mohan Chandra Bhatt and late
Rajendra Chandra. Singh said the
Personnel Ministry was reviewing
service-related provisionsand remained
opentointroducing or modifyingrules
to meet changing requirements. He
suggested that CSS Shield could
eventually provide scholarships to
children of deceased officers as its
membership and financial corpus
expand.The CSSForumsaidits members

had contributed aroundRs 1.30 crore
since 2020 to support the families of
approximately 65 to 70 deceased
officers. Under the new initiative, the
Forum aims to provide at least Rs 15

lakh to each bereaved family. The
programme also paid tribute to Bhatt
and Chandra and was attended by
their family members, CSS Forum
office-bearers, serving officers and
colleagues. Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for Science and
Technology and Earth Sciences and

MoS in PMO, Personnel, Public
Grievances and
pO24 MORE ON P 02|

“We Know the Strategy”: Altaf Bukhari
Questions Promises on J&K

Apni Party chief seeks early restoration of statehood,

release of youth and action on jobs and power
HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 5: Apni Party
president Altaf Bukhari on Saturday
questioned the assurances being made to

Health Minister assures
MBBS, BDS interns that stipend
demandis under process,

“They Are Our Children,

Not Strangers’: Sakina Itoo

Urges Interns to End Strike

continue dialogue and that the
issue should not be treated as a
contestbetweendoctorsandthe
administration. Callingtheinterns
“our children”, she said the
government understood their
concernsand would doeverything
possible toaddress theirdemand.

the people of Jammu and Kashmir and stresses patient care
demanded concrete action on restoration

of statehood, release of youth, employment, HT NEWS NETWORK
electricity and the region’s financial crisis.

Bukharisaid he hoped the statehood issue SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 5:

would be resolved soon and that young
people would be released, while also
expressing concern over the financial
situation. Questioning those who cite lack
of powers as areason for inaction, he said
it would ultimately be clear whether
decisionswould actually be taken. Referring
to assurances concerning two lakh jobs
and free electricity, Bukhari said people
could not be expected to accept promises
withoutaction. “We won'taccept it. Why?
Have we been deceived? We know the
way. We know what the strategy is,” he

said. He also urged political leaders in
JammuandKashmirtospeakinconstitutional
terms rather than simply adopting the
language of the Central government.
Bukhari’s remarks focused on issues that
continue to dominate political discourse
in the region, including statehood,
employment, electricity and the restoration
of political and constitutional rights.

224 MORE ONP 02|

Jammuand Kashmir Health and
Medical Education Minister Sakina
Itoo on Saturday appealed to
striking MBBS and BDS interns
toreturntowork,assuring them
thattheirdemandforenhancement
of stipend was under consideration
and urging them to have faithin
the government. Itoo said the
matterhadalready moved through
the government machinery and
was currently with the Finance
Department, with necessary

clarifications having been
furnished. Theinternsare seeking
an increase in their monthly
stipend from around Rs 12,300
to Rs 30,000, citing rising living

costs and increased
responsibilities. Itoo, who met
representatives of the protesting
interns on Friday, said the
government was willing to

At the same time, she stressed
that patient care could not be
compromised, as interns
constituted animportant part of
hospital services,and urged them
to resume their duties. Itoo said
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
was aware of the matter and had
held meetingsregarding theissue,
She also lauded teachers on
Teachers’ Day, describing their
contribution to the academic,

social and
P24 MORE ONP 02|

Sunil Sharma Meets Victim' § Family in Chatroo, Assures Justice Will Be Pursued

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

CHATROO/KISHTWAR, SEPTEMBER 5) :
Leader of Opposition (LoP) Sunil Sharma today
visited Gurninal in Chatrooand met the bereaved

condolences to the family and shared their
painand anguish over the tragicloss. He assured
thebereaved parents that they were notalone
in their pursuit of justice and that the entire

with the family’s demand, the case had been
handedovertothe Crime Branch forinvestigation.
He further stated that he wasin constant touch
withtheHon’ble Lieutenant Governor regarding

| Kishtwar community and the Bharatiya Janata
| Party (BJP) stood firmly with them.

the matter and would continue to closely follow

parents of the victim, expressing heartfelt the case to ensure that the concerns of the

25,000 MT of apples moved hy
ral last season

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, SEP 5 : With Kashmir's fruit
seasonapproachingits peak, the Directorate
of Horticulture Planning and Marketing on
Saturday held a stakeholder consultationin
Srinagar on expanding the use of railway
freightand Roll-on-Roll-off (Ro-Ro) services
totransport horticultural produce to markets
across the country.

Around 25,000 metric tonnes of apples
were transported by rail from Kashmir during

the previous season, accordiRfmiSTiIm

Crime Branch files charge-sheetin
R 1,38-cr government treasury fraud case
HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

JAMMU, SEP 5 :The Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of the Crime Branch Jammu
has filed a supplementary charge-sheet in
connectionwiththe alleged misappropriation
and fraudulent diversion of over Rs 1.38
crore from Sub-Treasury Dharmariin Reasi
district, officials said on Saturday.The charge-

sheet was presented
224 MORE ONP02)

solidarity with the grieving family during this
difficult time.
Sunil Sharma conveyed his deepest

The LoP, accompanied by a team of party

! leadersand workers, assured the family of the
8 party’sfull support. He said that, inaccordance

family were duly addressed.He urged the
concerned authorities to ensure a fair,impartial
and transparent

%4 MORE ONP 02

HT BOTTOM NEWS

Season’s First Snowfall Signals an
Early Turn Towards CoIder_Weather

Light snow blankets
Gulmarg, Sonamarg and
higher reaches as rains
cool Kashmir plains

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 5: A
sudden shift in weather brought the
season’s first light snowfall to the
higher reaches of Kashmir, including
Gulmarg,Sonamarg, GumriandZojila,
while widespread rainfall across the
plains lowered temperatures and
broughtrelieffrom the recent warmth.
According to the Meteorological
Department, light snowfall was
recorded in the higher reaches of

~

Bandipora and Ganderbal dlstrlcts
with Gumri and Zojila receiving a
thin covering of snow, signalling the
first noticeable transition towards
colder conditions in the mountains.
Several parts of the Kashmir Valley
received freshrain, while Jammu city

and other areas of the Jammu region
also witnessed spells of rainfall,
including heavy overnight showers
atsome places. The change in weather
brought a perceptible chill to the

higher reaches
224 MORE ONP 02| )
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Healthcare Is a Basic Right

for Every Citizen ¢ Mian Altaf
MP seeks urgent upgrade of

Rajouri hospitals, filling of vacancies
and stronger emergency services

HTNEWSDESK/AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER
5:Member of Parliament from
the  Anantnag-Rajouri
constituency Mian Altaf
Ahmad has called upon the
Jammu and Kashmir Health
and Medical Education
Department to urgently
strengthen  healthcare
infrastructure and fill critical
staff vacancies across
Government Medical College
Rajouri, sub-district hospitals
and rural health facilities.
MianAltafexpressed concern
over difficulties faced by

residents, particularly those
living in remote, hilly and
border areas,amid shortages
of specialist doctors, medical
officers, nurses and technical
staff. He called for upgrading

Primary

P22 MORE ONP 02
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J&KBOSE issuesrevised

12 examinations in the Kashmir division of
Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir and the
erstwhile Kargil district of Union Territory of
Ladakh can submit their forms online with the
regular fee till September 10. Those missing the
deadline can apply with a late fee of Rs 850 from
September 11 to 14, the Board said.

Officials said all other conditions mentioned
inthe earlier notification remain unchanged. The
detailed order is available on the BOSE official
website — jkbose.jk.gov.in.

The decision, officials added, has been taken
tofacilitate students amid the ongoing academic
schedule. (KNS)

Twokilled as

areaand apparently lost control, skidding off
the road and overturning.

He said the two persons travelling in the tanker
were killed on the spot, while their identities had
not been ascertained yet.

Police and other concerned teams reached
the spot and initiated necessary proceedings.
Further details regarding the circumstances leading
to the accident are awaited—(KNO)

LeT terroristkilled

operation launched by the Indian Army, J&K
Police and CRPFin the Ashdar Gali area based on
specific intelligence inputs.

Earlier,according to the Army, security forces
observed suspicious movement during the operation
and challenged the suspected terrorists, who
opened fire on the troops. A fierce exchange of
fire followed, resulting in the neutralisation of
one terrorist.

An AK-series rifle and other war-like stores
were recovered from the site, the Army said. The
operation had been underway since Thursday,
withsecurity forces conducting extensive searches
in the area following the encounter.

Inspector General of Police, Kashmir Zone,
Sujit Kumar, also visited the operation site on
Friday and took stock of the security situation
and the ongoing search operation—(KNO)

NHM employeesin

Joint Coordination Committee held thisevening
which was attended by core members and
representatives of NHM employees fromboth the
Jammu and Kashmir Divisions, including
representatives of the RNTCP/NTEP Association
J&Kand other schemes under the National Health
Mission,” he said.

“The Committee had earlier served a final
ultimatum to the Govtand concerned authorities
up to September 05, 2026, seeking concrete and
meaningful action towards resolving the long-
pending issues and genuine demands of NHM
employees. However, despite the expiry of the
stipulated deadline, the Committee expressed
deep disappointment over the absence of any
concrete response or tangible action from the
concerned authorities,” the spokesman said.

“After detailed deliberations on the prevailing
situation, the Committee unanimously resolved
thatall NHM employees across Jammu & Kashmir,
including NTEP employees and employees working
under other NHM schemes, shall observe a 72-
hour UT-level strike from September 9, onwards,”
he added.

“The Committee made it clear that the strike
shall be observed across the length and breadth
of the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, with
alldistrict, block and field-level NHM employees
extending their collective support to the
programme,” the spokesman said.

Dr. Vikas Sharma, Divisional President, All
JKNHMEA Jammu Division, stated that the decision
to proceed with the 72-hour strike has not been
taken in haste, but has become necessary due to
the continued non-resolution of the genuine and
long-pending issues of NHM employees despite
repeated representations, discussions and
assurances.

He appealed to all NHM employees of Jammu
Division toremain united, disciplined and peaceful
during the strike and to extend their full support
to the collective decision of the UT Level Joint
Coordination Committee.

Muneer Andrabi, Divisional President, All
JKNHMEA Kashmir Division, said that NHM
employees have repeatedly demonstrated patience
andfaithinthe processof dialogue, but the continued
lack of concrete action has left them with no
option but to adopt a democratic and collective
course of action.

He appealed to all NHM employees across
Kashmir Division to participate in the strike in a
united, peaceful and disciplined manner and to
ensure complete solidarity with the UT-level
programme.,

MusadiqRafiqParra, UT President, NTEP J&K,
said that NTEPemployees and employees working
under other NHM schemes stand firmly with the
UT Level Joint Coordination Committee in support
of the genuine demands of NHM employees.

He stated that the contribution of NHM and
NTEP employees towards the public healthcare
system of Jammu & Kashmir cannot be overlooked
and urged the Govt to take the matter seriously
and initiate meaningful steps for resolution of
the long-pending issues.

The UT Level Joint Coordination Committee
reiterated that the strike is being undertaken as
a last resort after the failure of repeated efforts
tosecure aconcrete resolution through dialogue
and representations.

The Committee further appealed to the
Presidents and office-bearers of all District and
Block NHM units, as well as all NHM employees
across Jammu & Kashmir, to extend their full
support, cooperation and solidarity to the 72-hour

@® 00 @

strike programme and toremain united throughout
the course of action.

The Committee also urged all employees to
maintain peace, discipline and unity during the
strike and to refrain from spreading or acting
upon any unverified information, rumours or
unofficial messages. Employees have beenadvised
tofollow only the official communicationsissued
by the UT Level Joint Coordination Committee.

The Committee once again expressed its
willingness to engage in meaningful dialogue
with the Govt and concerned authorities for an
amicable resolution of the issues in the larger
interest of NHM employees and the public
healthcare system of Jammu & Kashmir—(KNO)

25,000 MT of

before the court of the ChiefJudicial Magistrate
(CJM),Reasi,inFIRNo. 19/2024, registered initially
at Police Station Arnas, they said.

The case was registered on the basis of a
written complaint lodged by District Treasury
Officer ReasiQamar Rehmanand was subsequently
transferred to the EOW Crime Branch Jammu
for a detailed investigation.

According to the investigation, the accused
allegedly manipulated the Treasury-Net system
and prepared and used forged bills and vouchers
under pension and National Pension System
(NPS) heads, resulting in the alleged diversion
ofgovernment funds into personal bankaccounts.

Theinvestigating agency scrutinised treasury
records, bank transactions, bills and vouchers
related to the case. The questioned documents
were also subjected to forensic examination,
with the FSLreportand other documentary and
oral evidence indicating that the allegedly fake
billsand vouchers were prepared by the principal
accused, officials said.

The investigation was conducted by Deputy
Superintendent of Police Faisal Arif Rishu.

The Crime Branch said offences under Sections
420, 467,468, 471, 477-A and 120-B of the IPC
have been established against three principal
accused -- Ali Hussain Shah, Balbir Singh and
Ajeet Kumar.

It said offences under Sections 411 and 120-
Bofthe IPCwere also established against seven
otheraccused -- Arshad-e-Azam, Abrar-e-Azam,
Rubeena Kousar, Mohd Rafiq, Shokat Ali, Mohd
Ashraf and Nasib Mohammad -- in connection
with thealleged dishonest receipt and retention
of government funds.

The supplementary charge-sheet has been
filed before the CJMReasifor judicial determination,
the agency said.

Theinvestigation remains open under Section
173(8) of the CrPCto trace any further diversion
ofgovernmentfundsandascertaintheinvolvement,
if any, of other persons, it added.

The Crime Branch EOW has urged the public
toremainvigilant against economic frauds and
report such incidents to the SSP Crime Branch
EOW Jammu.

Victims of economic fraud can also lodge
complaints through email at sspcrimejmu@
jkpolice.gov.in or contact the Crime Branch on
0191-2578901, it said. (KNS)

Season's First

and made conditions more pleasant across
the plains. The MeT has forecast generally dry
weather over Jammu and Kashmir during the
next five days, although partly cloudy conditions
with the possibility of light to moderate rain at
isolated places are likely during the next two
days before improvement. On Friday, Srinagar
recorded a maximum temperature of 33.5°C,
while Pahalgam and Gulmarg recorded 25.8°C
and 21.2°C respectively; Jammu city recorded
33.1°C. The department said temperatures are
likely to decline slightly following the recent
rain and snowfall, while the overall weather
pattern continues to be monitored. The early
September snowfall has added to signs of an
early seasonal transitionin the higher mountains,
though temperatures in the plains remain
comparatively warm.Asudden changein weather
brought the season’s first light snowfall to higher
reaches of Kashmir, including Gulmarg and
Sonamarg, while widespread rainsin the plains
brought downtemperaturesand made the weather
pleasant across Jammu and Kashmir.

According to the Meteorological Department,
light snowfall was recorded in higher reaches
of Bandiporaand Ganderbal districts, including
Gumri and Zojila, marking the first snowfall of
the season in the region.

The higher reaches around Gumriand Zojila
received light snow, covering the mountain slopes
withathinwhiteblanketand bringinganoticeable
chill to the area.

The snowfall and rain have resulted in a
perceptible drop in temperatures in the higher
reaches, with the weather showing early signs
of the approaching colder season.

Inthe plains of Kashmir, several areas received
freshrainfall, while Jammu city and other parts
of the Jammu region also experienced spells of
rain, including heavy overnight showersinsome
areas.

The weather change provided relief from
therecent warmth, withresidents experiencing
cooler and more pleasant conditions.

The Meteorological Department has forecast
generally dry weather over Jammu and Kashmir
during the next five days, although partly cloudy
conditions with the possibility of light tomoderate
rain at isolated places are expected during the
next two days before improvement.

Meanwhile, a variation in maximum
temperatures was recorded across the Valley
on Friday. Srinagar recorded a maximum
temperature of 33.5 degrees Celsius, while
Pahalgam and Gulmarg recorded 25.8 degrees

Celsius and 21.2 degrees Celsius, respectively.

In the Jammu region, Jammu city recorded
amaximum temperature of 33.1 degrees Celsius.

The weather department said temperatures
arelikely to decline slightly following the recent
spell of rain and snowfall, while the overall
weather situation continues to be monitored.

The first snowfall in the higher reaches in
early September has added to indications of an
early transition towards colder weather in the
mountains, although conditions in the plains
remain comparatively warm (KNS).

Healthcarels

Health Centres and Community Health Centres
with essential diagnostic equipment, life-saving
medicines and reliable power backup, besides
deploying fully equipped Advanced Life Support
ambulances to facilitate timely transportation
of critically ill patients. “Healthcare is a basic
right for every citizen, and rural districts like
Rajouricannotbe lefttosuffer due toadministrative
delays or workforce gaps,” he said. The MP also
expressed grief over the reported death of local
resident Showket Ahmad followingaheartattack
and referred to allegations by family members
and residents that adequate emergency and
specialised healthcare facilities were unavailable
at Thannamandi Hospital. He demanded that
the hospital be upgraded toa Sub-District Hospital
and equipped with adequate doctors, specialists,
emergency services, diagnostic facilities,
ambulances, medical equipment and other
essential infrastructure.

Member of Parliament for the Anantnag-
Rajouri constituency, Mian Altaf Ahmad, has
called upon the Jammu and Kashmir Health and
Medical Education Department to take urgent
steps to overhaul health infrastructure and fill
critical staff vacancies across hospitals and
primary health centers in District Rajouri .

In a statement issued , the Member of
Parliament expressed serious concern over the
growing operational constraints faced by
Government Medical College (GMC) Rajouri,
sub-district hospitals, and rural healthcare
facilities. Highlighting the difficulties faced by
local residents—particularly those livinginremote,
hilly, and border belts.

Mian Altafemphasized that access to quality
healthcare remains a fundamental need. He
pointed out that key medical facilities in the
district are currently overburdened, operating
under acute shortages of specialist doctors,
medical officers, nurses, and technical staff.

Mian Altaf said Upgrading Primary Health
Centres (PHCs) and Community Health Centres
(CHCs) with essential diagnostic machinery,
life-saving drugs, and round-the-clock power
back-ups to minimize referrals to urban hospitals
besides Deployment of fully equipped Advanced
Life Support (ALS)ambulances to ensure timely
transportation of critical patients from far-flung
rural zones.

“Healthcareisabasicright for every citizen,
and rural districts like Rajouri cannot be left to
suffer due to administrative delays or workforce
gaps. The Health Department must prioritize
filling sanctioned vacancies and upgrading critical
diagnosticequipmentso thatlocal families receive
timely care at home rather than travelling to
Jammu or Srinagar," stated Mian Altaf Ahmad.

Mian Altafalso expressed grief over the death
ofalocalresident Showket Ahmad whoreportedly
suffered a heart attack while aggrieved family
membersandlocalresidentsalleged thatadequate
emergency and specialised healthcare facilities
were not available at Thannamandi Hospital,
raising serious concerns about the healthcare
infrastructure catering to the vast population
of the sub- region.

MianAltafdemandedimmediatestrengthening
and upgradation of the existing health facilities.
He said that Thannamandi Hospital caters to a
large population not only from Thannamandi
butalsofromseveral adjoiningareas,and urged
the Government and the Health Department to
take immediate and concrete steps to upgrade
Thannamandi Hospital toa Sub-District Hospital
and provide it with adequate doctors, specialists,
emergency facilities, diagnostic services,
ambulances, medical equipment and other
essential infrastructure.,(KNS)

“We Know

ApniParty president AltafBukharion Saturday
questioned the assurances being made on Jammu
and Kashmir, saying people could not be expected
to accept promises without action, and called
for an early end to the region’s statehood
uncertainty, release of youth and resolution of
its financial crisis.

Speakingtoreporters, Bukharisaid he hoped
the issue of statehood would be resolved soon
and that young people would be released.

“I pray that our youth get released soon and
that the financial crisis here also gets resolved,”
he said.

His remarks came alongside a broader
challenge to those who, he said, were taking
shelter behind the argument that they did not
have the power to act.

“Those who are hiding behind the fact that
we are not able to do anything, we will find out
whether they will take the decision or not,”
Bukhari said.

He questioned the credibility of assurances
on employment and electricity, referring
specifically to a decision for two lakh jobs and
a promise of free electricity.

“We won't accept it. Why? Have we been
deceived? We know the way. We know what
the strategy is,” he said.

Bukhari also framed the political debate
around the Constitution, saying political leaders

in Jammu and Kashmir should speak in
constitutional terms rather than simply adopt
the language of the Centre,

“Here, everyone has to speak the language
that is in the Constitution,” he said.

“Ifthe person who speaksin the Constitution
isbeing told to speak the language of the Central
government, then tell him to speak the language
0f 1977

Bukhari's remarks bring together three issues
that have remained central to political discourse
inJammuand Kashmir—statehood, employment
and the restoration of what political parties
describe astheregion’s constitutional and political
rights.(KNS)

“TheyAre

moral development of children asinvaluable,
and said J&K’s literacy achievement should be
sustained through further strengthening of the
education system.

With medical interns continuing their strike
over a demand for a higher stipend, Jammu and
Kashmir Health and Medical Education Minister
Sakina Itoo on Saturday appealed to them to
return to work, saying the government was
examining their demand and would not ignore
their concerns.

Itoosaid the matter had already moved through
the government machinery and was now with
the Finance Department. Clarifications sought
during the process, she said, had also been
furnished.

“This is already under process,” Itoo told
reporters on the sidelines of a Teachers’ Day
event.

Her remarks came a day after she met
representatives of the protesting interns. Itoo
said the government remained willing to engage
with them and that there was no question of
treating the agitation as a contest between the
administration and the doctors.

“It is not a matter of failure or success. Don’t
make it a competition,” she said.

Theinterns, including those pursuing MBBS
and BDS internships, are seeking an increase in
their monthly stipend from around Rs 12,300 to
Rs30,000.They have maintained that the existing
stipend has remained unchanged for years even
as the cost of living and the responsibilities
attached to internship have increased.

Itoo said she understood theinterns’ concerns
but asked them to give the government time to
take the matter to its logical conclusion.

Calling the protesting doctors “our children”,
she said the administration did not want them
tofeel that their concerns were being overlooked.

“Theyare our children. Theyare not strangers,”
she said.

The minister said she had kept the channel
of communication open following Friday's meeting
with representatives of the interns.

“The doors of conversation are still open for
them,” she said.

At the same time, [too made it clear that the
government expected the interns to resume
duties, pointing to the implications of the strike
for patients in government hospitals.

“Treatment of people is very important,” she
said, adding that interns formed an important
partofhospital services and that their contribution
could not be overlooked.

Itoo said the government wanted to address
the stipend issue without allowing the dispute
to affect patient care.

“I hope that the children will come back to
work,” she said.

Referring to ChiefMinister Omar Abdullah’s
involvement, Itoo said he had held meetings on
the issue and was aware of the concerns raised
by the interns.

“We will definitely do whatever we can for
them. We will not stay behind in that,” she said,
adding that the government would fulfil the
demand.

Earlier, speaking about Teachers’ Day, Itoo
said the contribution of teachers extended well
beyond the classroom and was difficult to quantify.

Parents, she said, entrust teachers with an
important responsibility: shaping children not
only academically but also in terms of their
conduct,communicationand overall development.

“Whateveris said for themis very little,” she
said, describing teachers as among the most
important figures in a child’s life.

Itoo also referred to Jammu and Kashmir’s
literacy achievement, saying the administration
had declared the Union Territory fully literate
after the districts were progressively brought
under the programme.

She said the challenge now was to sustain
the achievement and examine what further
measures were needed to strengthenthe education
system and move towards complete literacy in
a more meaningful sense.

Teachers’ Day, she said, should therefore be
seen not merely as a ceremonial occasion but as
anopportunity toacknowledge educators whose
work shapes successive generations.(KNS)

LeadersLaud

young minds and reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to strengthening the education
system. The J&K government has selected 20
teachers for awards under Government Order
No.362-JK(Edu) of 2026, with 10 awardees each
from Kashmir and Jammu divisions.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday
lauded the significant contribution of teachers
to society on the occasion of Teachers’ Day and
paid tribute to former President and eminent
educationist Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan.

In a post on X, Modi said Teachers’ Day was
anoccasiontoappreciate the “strong contribution”
of teachers to society and pay homage to Dr

Radhakrishnan.

The Prime Minister also shared glimpses of
his interaction with the recipients of the National
Teachers’ Awards at 7, Lok Kalyan Marg, saying
the meeting with the award-winning teachers
wasanopportunity torecognise their contribution
beyond the classroom.

Teachers’ Day is celebrated across India every
yearon September 5 tomark the birthanniversary
of DrRadhakrishnan, India’s first Vice-President
and second President. A philosopher, scholar and
educationist, he made significant contributions
to education and public life.

The National Teachers’ Awards, instituted in
1958, are conferred onteachers for their outstanding
contribution to educationand theirrole in shaping
the lives of students. The awards are presented
annually by the Ministry of Education on Teachers’
Day.

The interaction between the Prime Minister
and National Teachers’ Award recipients hasalso
become an annual tradition, providing an
opportunity to acknowledge educators whose
work extends beyond conventional classroom
teaching.

InJammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha and Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
extended greetings to the teaching community
on Teachers’ Day.

Inhis message, Sinha congratulated teachers
and paid homage to Dr Radhakrishnan on his
birthanniversary.Hesaid theeminenteducationist’s
exemplary life and visionary contributions
continued to inspire generations.

ChiefMinister Omar Abdullahalso extended
warm greetings to the teaching community and
appreciated the dedication, hard work and selfless
service of teachers in nurturing young minds
and shaping the future of the country.

Omar reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to further strengthening the
education system and creating a conducive
environment for teachers to effectively guide,
mentor and motivate the younger generation.

Meanwhile, the Jammu and Kashmir
government has approved awards for 20 teachers
for their outstanding contribution to the field of
education on Teachers’ Day.

According to Government Order No.
362-]JK(Edu) of 2026, issued on September 3 by
Commissioner-Secretary, School Education
Department, Ram Niwas Sharma, IAS, 20 teachers
have been selected for the awards.

Ofthe 20 awardees, 10 belong to the Kashmir
Division and 10 to the Jammu Division.

The awards recognise teachers for their
distinguished services and contribution towards
the development of education in Jammu and
Kashmir,(KNS)

“We Must

Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra
Singh on Saturday called for continued efforts
tomake government service rules more responsive
to the needs of employees and their families.

Speakingat thelaunchofthe Central Secretariat
Service (CSS)Forum’s ‘CSS Shield' initiative, Singh
said collective efforts to support families of
deceased employees could create a culture of
standing with colleagues during times of loss.

The initiative is aimed at providing financial
assistance to bereaved families of CSS officers
through voluntary contributions from members
of the service. During the programme, Singh
presented financial assistance to the families of
late Mohan Chandra Bhatt and late Rajendra
Chandra.Singh said the initiative was aligned
with efforts by the Personnel Ministry to review
and update service-related provisionsinresponse
tochangingrequirements. He said the government
remained open to introducing new provisions
or modifying existing rules where necessary to
make service systems more responsive to
employees and their families.

He also suggested that CSS Shield could be
expanded as participation andits financial corpus
increase. He said scholarships for children of
deceased CSS officers could be considered as
partofthe initiative, extending support beyond
immediate financial assistance.

The CSS Forum said it had been providing
voluntary financial assistance to families of
deceased CSS officers even before the formal
launch of CSS Shield. The need for a structured
mechanism became more evident during the
COVID-19 period, when several CSS officers died.

According to the Forum, CSS officers have
collectively contributed around Rs 1.30 crore
since 2020 to support the families of approximately
65 to 70 deceased officers.

Under CSS Shield, the Forum aims to provide
atleastRs 15 lakh to each bereaved family, with
planstoincrease the assistance as participation
grows. The Forum has around 13,000 members
and intends to expand the support mechanism
through wider participation.

SunilSharma

investigation, while giving due consideration
to the family’s legitimate demand for justice.

Sunil Sharmaassured the family that he would
raise their concerns at the appropriate forums
and continue to pursue the matter through every
lawful and appropriate channel. He emphasised
that justice for the victim and dignity for the
grieving family must remain the foremost priority.

He prayed for eternal peace for the departed
souland for courage and strength for the bereaved
parentsand family memberstobearthisirreparable
loss.“The family’s painis our collective concern.
We stand firmly with them and will pursue the
matter through every appropriate and lawful
forum. We will ensure that justice is delivered
to the victim and the bereaved family,” Sunil
Sharma said.(KNS)
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Education Minister congratulates people on J&K being
declared fully literate UT, securing 10th rank nationally

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 05:
Minister for School Education, Higher
Education, Health&Medical Education
and Social Welfare, Sakeena Masood
Itoo, has congratulated the people
of Jammuand Kashmir on the Union
Territory being declared afully literate
UT under ULLAS-Nav Bharat
Saaksharta Karyakram.

In her message on Teachers' Day
celebrated at SKICC Srinagar, the
Minister said the declaration of J&K
as Fully Literate UT, with over 95
percentliteracy, treated as 100 percent
as per Government of India norms,
is a moment of immense pride. She
said J&K has emerged as the biggest

State/UT till date to achieve this

milestone and has secured 10th
position nationally.

The Minister said, “This
achievement is not merely anumber
orastatistic; itrepresents thousands
of lives transformed through the
power of education. ULLAS has
demonstrated that when government
commitment is strengthened by
community participation, every citizen

)

\/

can be brought within the fold of
learning, dignity and empowerment.”

Sakeenaltoolauded the dedicated
effortsofteachers, volunteers, learners,
field functionaries, educational
institutions and district
administrations, whose collective
spirit of Jan Bhagidari made this
possible. She said from 2023 to 2026,
the School Education Department

identified 7.58 lakh non-literates
through door-to-door surveys and
5.53lakhlearners qualified the FLNAT,
including 3,16,883in2025-26 alone.

The Minister reiterated that the
government remains committed to
ensure that the gains of literacy
translateintolifelong learning, digital
literacy, vocational skillsand financial
awareness  for  sustainable

empowerment.

Onthe occasion, the Minister also
inaugurated major educational
initiatives under Samagra Shiksha
including 460 civil works worth Rs.
38 crore for strengthening school
infrastructure, 2,403 Vocational Labs
inHighand Higher Secondary Schools
to equip students with employable
skills and Vidya Samiksha Kendra

(VSK), Srinagar for real-time, data-
driven monitoring of learning
outcomes in line with NEP-2020.

Theeventwasattended by Director
SamagraShikshaJ&KBhawaniRakwal,
Director School Education Jammu
Naseem Javaid Choudhary, Director
School Education Kashmir Naseer
Ahmad Wani, senior officers of the
Department and a large gathering
of teachers and students. efforts of
teachers, volunteers, learners, field
functionaries, educationalinstitutions
and district administrations, whose
collective spirit of Jan Bhagidarimade
this possible. She said from 2023 to
2026, the School Education
Departmentidentified 7.58 lakh non-
literates through door-to-door surveys
and 5.53 lakh learners qualified the
FLNAT, including 3,16,883in 2025-26
alone.

The Minister reiterated that the
government remains committed to
ensure that the gains of literacy
translateintolifelonglearning, digital
literacy, vocational skillsand financial
awareness  for  sustainable
empowerment.
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Div Com reviews issues concerning
River Jhelum National Waterway-49

SKUAST-K Promotes Sustainable

Javid Dar reviews develop-
ment works, public service de-
livery in Rafiabad

B HT News Network

BARAMULLA, SEPTEMBER 5: Minister for Agriculture
Production, Rural Developmentand PanchayatiRaj, Cooperative
andElection Department, Javid Ahmad Dar, today conducted
an extensive visit of Rafiabad constituency to review the
progress of ongoing development works and assess the
availability of essential public services.

At Government High School Haman Kandi, the Minister
inspected the infrastructure and had detailed feedback on
the facilities being provided to the students. He directed
the Chief Education Officer, Baramulla, to ensure adequate
availability of teaching staff and effective implementation
of the Mid-Day Meal Scheme, with focus on providing
nutritious meals to students.

The Ministeralso visited Tanmula village and took stock
ofthe progress onroad construction worksaimed atimproving
the connectivity and facilitating smoother movement for
thelocal population. He stressed the need for timely completion
of the works while maintaining prescribed quality standards.

Later, Javid Dar visited Community Health Centre (CHC)
Chatosaand inspected the functioning of the health facility.
Heenquired about the medical services and facilities available
to patients. He stressed the need for ensuring adequate

Livelihoods, Urban Farming around Dal Lake

basic healthcare services for the people of the area.

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER05;
Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir, Anshul Garg, today
chaired a meeting to review
variousissues and bottlenecks
affecting the execution of works
under River Jhelum National
Waterway-49 aimed at
facilitating water transport.

The meeting was attended
by Deputy Commissioner
Srinagar, RTO Kashmir, Chief
Engineersof KPDCL, KPTCLand
I&FC, SEUEED, besides officers
from the Departments of
Tourism, R&B, Traffic, Forest
and ULB.

During the meeting, the
Divisional Commissioner took
adetailed review of the issues
associated with the project,
including removal of trees and
widening of the road at Gund
Parang, constructionof Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs)forwater
treatment, shifting of KPDCL

and KPTCL utilities,
relocation of houseboats.

Taking note of the issues
raised by the concerned
departments, the Divisional
Commissioner directed all
stakeholderstoincorporate the
required construction and
utility-shifting works in their
respective departmental plans
to ensure coordinated and
timely execution.

He further directed officials
of the Inland Waterways
Authority of India (IWAI) to

and

conductacomprehensive joint
survey of the proposed works
at Gund Parangin coordination
with the concerned officersand
identify the nature of land
required for execution of the
project.

TheIWAI officials werealso
directedtoundertakeadetailed
assessment of existing utilities
at the site, identify modalities
of their exact locations and
coordinate with the concerned
departments for timely shifting
wherever required.

The Divisional
Commissioner stressed the need
for close inter-departmental
coordinationand directed IWAI
officials to adhere strictly to
prescribed timelines for
resolution of issues. He also
called forregular coordination
with field teams to ensure that
identified bottlenecks are
addressed promptly and the
project progresses as per
schedule.

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 5:
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK)
Srinagar, SKUAST-Kashmir,
launched a first-of-its-kind
outreachcampaignaround Dal
Lake to explore sustainable
livelihood and urban farming
opportunities for peri-urban
and Dal-dwelling farming
communities. The initiative
focused on technical support,
entrepreneurial skill
development, awareness
generationandaccesstoquality
farm inputs to enhance farm
incomes and promote self-
reliant livelihoods.

The outreach campaign
was undertaken as part of KVK
Srinagar's commitment to
strengthening  resilient
livelihoods and empowering
farming communities at the
grassroots level under its
mission, “No Village Too
Remote,NoFarmerLeftBehind."

Todevelopand document

areal-time database of farming
communities and their
livelihood activities, a KVK
team comprising Dr. Rukhsar
A.Dar, Dr. Showket A. Dar, Dr.
Haseeb and Dr. Owais Bashir,
under the leadership of Prof.
& Head, Dr. S. A. Simnani,
conducted a comprehensive
baseline transect walk across
MeerBehri, LatiMohalla, Kalan,
Kralpora, Sofi Mohalla and
Malik Mohalla, covering major
vegetable-growing areas in
and around Dal Lake.

Duringtheinteraction, Prof.
Simnani sensitised farmers
about the vision, mission and
mandateofKVKandencouraged
local youth to explore skill-
development and
entrepreneurshipopportunities
under national flagship
programmes.

The technical sessions
focused on Khet Bachao and
sustainable  agricultural
practices, including natural
andorganicfarmingapproaches,

with emphasis on soil health,
conservation of natural
resources, reduced dependence
on external inputs,
environmentally responsible
food production and the One
Health approach.
Farmerswerealsoapprised
of JKCIP, HADP and other
government-supported
initiatives, including relevant
registration platforms through
which eligible beneficiaries
can access financial and
technical assistance for
establishing commercial
agribusiness enterprises.
The Phase-I intervention
culminated in an interactive
scientist-farmersession, during
which experts from KVK
Srinagar addressed farmers'
queries and discussed locally
relevant livelihood and
agricultural opportunities.
Zulfikar Ali Sofi, representing
the communities of Meer Behri,
Lati Mohalla Kalan, Kralpora,
SofiMohallaand Malik Mohalla.

SWD Shopain organises
Awareness Programme to
Empower Senior Citizens

B HT News Network

SHOPIAN, SEPTEMBER 05: Continuing its efforts towards
building an inclusive and compassionate society, Social
Welfare Department (SWD) Shopian, today organised a
Sensitization and Awareness Programme at Wachi, Zainapora,
focusing on the welfare and empowerment of senior citizens
and constructive engagement of youth.The programme was
organised under Atal VAYO Abhyuday Yojana (AVYAY), the
National Action Plan for Senior Citizens, with the objective
of creating awareness among senior citizens and youth
aboutvarious welfare initiatives, legal provisions and support
mechanisms available for the elderly.The programme also
served as a platform for intergenerational dialogue, with
emphasis on strengthening family and community bonds,
recognising the valuable experience and wisdom of senior
citizens and encouraging youth to contribute towards their
care and well-being.A large number of senior citizens from
Wachi and adjoining areas participated enthusiastically in
the programme and appreciated the proactive outreach of
the Department. Youth volunteers from NSS/NSKY also
played animportantrole,demonstrating their commitment.

Commissioner Secretary chairs
UTLIMC meet to review com-
puterisation of PACS in J&K

DC Bandipora Inspects Ongoing Development

Projects in Upper Kudara, Aragam

B HT News Network

JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 5: Commissioner
Secretary Cooperative Department, Yasha
Mudgal, today chaired a meeting of the
Union Territory Level Implementation and
Monitoring Committee (UTLIMC)
constituted to review implementation of
the Centrally Sponsored Project for
Computerisation of Primary Agricultural
CreditSocieties(PACS)inthe UnionTerritory
of Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by the
Registrar Cooperative Societies, J&K; Deputy
General Manager, NABARD; representative
of the Finance Department, J&K; Managing
Director, J&K State Cooperative Training
Board (JKSTCB); representatives of the
System Integrator besides other senior
officers of the Cooperative Department.

During the meeting, a detailed
PowerPoint presentation was made on
the current status of implementation of
PACS computerisation project. The
Committee was apprised of the progress
achieved, so far. Various issues and
requirements related to handholding
supporttoPACS, scanning and digitisation

@® 00 @

oflegacy data, deployment of manpower
and reconciliation of data were also placed
before the Committee for consideration.
The Committee held detailed
deliberations on the implementation status
and associated operational issues, with
emphasis on ensuring adequate support
to PACS at the field level to facilitate their
smooth transition to the computerised
system.While reviewing the progress,
YashaMudgal directed the SystemIntegrator
to ensure that all assigned deliverables
are completed strictly within the stipulated
timelines. She stressed that the approved
implementation schedule mustbe adhered
to in letter and spirit and that avoidable
delays should not be allowed to impede
the overall objectives of the project.
The Commissioner Secretary
emphasised the need for close and
continuous coordination among the
Cooperative Department, Registrar
Cooperative Societies, NABARD, DCCBs,
System Integrator and other concerned
stakeholders for ensuring smooth, timely
and effectiveimplementation of the project.
She observed that strong field-level
coordinationwould be crucial for resolving.

H HT News Network

BANDIPORA, SEPTEMBER 05: Deputy
Commissioner Bandipora, Indu Kanwal
Chib, today conducted an extensive visit
tothe far-flung Upper Kudaraand adjoining
areas to inspect the progress of various
ongoing developmental projects.

The Deputy Commissioner was
accompanied by officers and engineers of
the concerned departments during the
visit.

During the inspection, the Executive
Engineer, PMGSY, apprised the DC of the
progress of two major road projects being
executed in the area.

It was informed that, the first project,
Renewal Coat/Macadamization of the road
from ChuntimullatoKudara, beingexecuted
under Package No. JK03-125, has a total
length of 7.50 km and an estimated cost
of Rs.264.16 lakh. The Executive Engineer
informed that approximately 3.5 km of BT
(Renewal Coat) has been executed so far,
while the remaining work is targeted for
completion within the next few weeks.

The second project, Construction and
Maintenance of road from L022 (Link Road)
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Kudara to Kudara Bala under Waste Plastic
Technology, being executed under Package
No. JK15-4003, has a total length of 2.90
km and has been taken up under PMGSY-
IV, Batch-1(2025-26) at an estimated cost
of Rs. 590 lakh. The Executive Engineer
informed that approximately 500 metres

of earthwork has been completed, while
protection works are presently in progress.

Taking stock of the progress, the DC
directed the concerned executing agencies
toaccelerate the pace of work while ensuring
adherenceto prescribed quality standards
and technical specifications. She stressed

that the works should be completed within
the stipulated timelines, keeping in view
the difficulties faced by the residents of
these far-flung areas. She also directed the
officers to maintain close field-level
monitoring and ensure timely resolution
of any bottlenecks affecting execution.
TheDCfurtherinstructed the concerned
departments and executing agencies to
exercise due care and caution while
undertaking construction and road works
in residential areas and ensure that
households and private propertiesare not
unnecessarily affected. She directed that
allnecessary measures be taken to prevent
any damage or loss toresidential structures,
boundary walls, utilities or other private
property during execution, and that any
unavoidable impact be dealt with strictly
asper theapplicable rules and procedures.
The DC subsequently inspected the
ongoing Kudara Bridge project being
executed by the R&B Department. The
Executive Engineer, R&B, informed that
thebridgeisa 1x20 metre span truss girder
bridge, sanctioned under NABARD RIDF-
XXVIllatanestimated costof Rs. 2.69 crore.
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High Court Juvenile Justice Committee,
UNICEF hold consultation on 10 years of JJ Act

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 05: The
Juvenile Justice Committee, High Court
of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh, with
the support of UNICEF India, organized
aonedayannual consultationon “Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children)
Act,2015: ADecade of Implementation
and the Way Forward” at the J&KJudicial
Academy, Mominabad, Srinagar.

The consultation was attended by
the Judges of the High Court, Judicial
Officers, Principal Magistrates of Juvenile
Justice Boards, Chairpersons of Child
Welfare Committees, officers of Special
Juvenile Police Units, senior officers of
concerned departments, Legal Services
Authorities, child protection professionals,
mental healthexperts, civil society and
academia besides participants joining
virtually from Jammu and Ladakh. The
consultation reviewed a decade of
implementation of the Juvenile Justice
Act and identified priorities for
strengthening the Juvenile Justice and
Child Protection System.

Justice Sindhu Sharma, Judge, High
CourtofJ&Kand Ladakhand Chairperson,
Juvenile Justice Committee, in her
presidential address, emphasized that
a child in conflict with law remains,
first and foremost, a child and that the
juvenile justice system must remain
rooted in fairness, rehabilitation and
the developmental needs of children,

in keeping with principles reflected in
the Beijing Rules. She highlighted the
continuing challenge of balancing the
reformative approach with concerns
arising fromserious offences. She stressed
the need for adequately resourced
institutions, trained personnel, effective
data systems and accountability. She
observed that while the first decade
focused substantially on building the
institutional architecture of juvenile
justice, the next decade must focus on

JAMMU & KASHHIR
JUDICIAL ACADEMY |7
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ensuring that these institutions deliver
meaningful, child-centered outcomes
and provide every child with dignity,
rehabilitationand agenuine opportunity
for a better future.

Justice Mohd. Akram Chowdhary,
Judge, High Court of J&K and Ladakh
and Member, Juvenile Justice Committee,
described the completion of ten years
ofthe Actasanopportunity toobjectively
assess its implementation. While
acknowledging the functioning of Child

Welfare Committees and JuvenileJustice
Boards across J&K and Ladakh, he
emphasized that success must ultimately
be measured by itsimpact on children.
He called for stronger infrastructure,
trained personnel, continuous capacity
building, adequate administrative and
financial support, periodic evaluation
and improved inter-departmental
coordination.

Justice Wasim Sadiq Nargal
emphasized that juvenile justice extends
beyond law and requires a
multidisciplinary approach. Reflecting
on adecade of the Juvenile Justice Act,
he stressed the need to address
implementation gaps and strengthen
delivery onthe ground. He highlighted
the concerns regarding children above
sixteenyearsaccused of heinous offences,
confidentiality of juvenile records and
effective functioning of Juvenile Justice
Boards and Child Welfare Committees.
Healso called for child-centricadoption,
adequate infrastructure, trained
personnel and administrative support,
stressing that the Act must be
implemented inletterand spirittoensure
protection, rehabilitation, dignity and
hope for every vulnerable child.

Jesper Moller, Deputy Representative
(Programme), UNICEF India Country
Office, described tenyears of the Juvenile
Justice Act as an important milestone
and emphasized the need to assess its
impact on children.

CM’s Advisor meets
public delegations; reaf-
firms govt’s commit-
ment to prompt redress

B HT News Network

ADC Anantnag reviews

ANANTNAG, SEPTEMBER

of public issues

B HT News Network

05: In order to review the
progress and implementation
of the Pradhan Mantri Shram
Yogi Maandhan (PM-SYM)
Scheme in the district,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC) Anantnag,
Vikas Ahlawat, today chaired
ameeting with the concerned
stakeholders at DC Office.
During the meeting, the
ADC reviewed the status of

progress under PM-SYM Scheme

Emphasises complete coverage through enhanced awareness

Sakeena addresses Teachers’
Day celebrations at SKICC

Calls teachers torchbearers of the nation; says Government

committed to strengthening education ecosystem
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B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 05: Minister for
Education, Social Welfare, Health and Medical
Education, Sakeena Itoo today said that the
Government will bring resolution on Teacher
Eligibility Test during the upcoming Assembly
Session of Jammu and Kashmir Legislative
Assembly.

The Minister made these remarks while
addressing the Teachers’ Day celebrations held
atthe Sher-i-Kashmir International Convention
Centre (SKICC) here today.

Addressing a gathering of teachers,
educationists, students, senior officers and other
stakeholders from the education sector, the
Minister described teachers as the torchbearers
of the nation, saying that their contribution
extends far beyond classrooms as they help
shape the character, aspirations and values of
generations.

“Teachers are not merely imparting
knowledge; they are shaping minds, nurturing
valuesand preparing the citizens who will build
the future of our society. Their role in nation-
buildingis therefore unparalleled,” the Minister
said.

She added that the Teachers’ Day provides
anopportunity toacknowledge the dedication,
commitment and sacrifices of the teaching
fraternity.

The Minister said that the Government
recognises teachers as one of the mostimportant
pillars of the education systemand is committed
to creating an enabling environment where
teachers can discharge their responsibilities
with dignity, confidence and professional
excellence.

She underlined the need for continuous
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improvement in the quality of education,
strengthening of school infrastructure, adoption
ofinnovative teaching methodologies and greater
focus on holistic development of students. She
said that the Government is working towards
ensuring that children in every part of Jammu
and Kashmir have access to quality education
and adequate learning opportunities.

Referring toissues concerning the teaching
community, the Ministersaid thatthe Government
is conscious of the concerns being raised by
teachersandaspiringeducatorsand iscommitted
to addressing them through due institutional
processes.

Ontheissue of Teacher Eligibility Test (TET),
Sakeena Itoo stated that the Government will
bringaresolutiononTET inthe upcoming session
of the Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly,
reiterating that the concerns associated with
the matter would be examined and taken forward
through the appropriate process.

She called upon teachers to remain at the
forefront of educational transformation and
urged them to encourage curiosity, creativity,
critical thinking and ethical values among
students.

The Ministeralsoemphasised theimportance
of strengthening the connect between teachers,
parents and communities, saying that a child’s
development is a shared responsibility. She
maintained that education must equip students
not only with academic knowledge but also
with confidence, compassion, discipline and
the ability to contribute meaningfully tosociety.

Highlighting the changing nature of education,
she encouraged teachers to make effective use
of technology and modern pedagogical tools
while retaining the human and value-based
dimensions of teaching.

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 5: Advisor to the Chief Minister,
Nasir Aslam Wani, today met with several delegation and
individual citizens at the Chief Minister’s Public Service and
Outreach Office ‘Raabita’ in Srinagar.The visiting groups
includedlocal citizens, employee associations and individuals.
They brought forward issues related to development, media,
land and revenue records, employment and service-related
matters.The Advisor took up these matters with the concerned
authorities to ensure these are resolved without delay.

Highlighting the government's focus on public welfare,
the Advisor stated that the present government under the
leadership of the Chief Minister Omar Abdullah is paying
attention to every grievance, big or small. He assured the
public that all genuine demands will be resolved within the
shortest possible time. The visiting groups included local
citizens, employee associations and individuals. They brought
forward issues related to development, media, land and
revenue records, employment and service-related matters.

The Advisor took up these matters with the concerned
authorities to ensure these are resolved without delay.

Highlighting the government's focus on public welfare,
the Advisor stated that the present government under the
leadership of the Chief Minister Omar Abdullah is paying
attention to every grievance, big or small.

enrolment under the scheme
and emphasized thatall eligible
unorganised workers must be
registered on the PM-SYM
portal. He directed the
concerned officers to identify
and address gaps through
enrollmentdrivesinbothrural
andurbanareastoensure wider
coverage ofeligible beneficiaries.
The ADCstressed the need
foreffectiveinter-departmental
coordination among the
concerned departments,
Common Service Centres (CSCs)
and local bodies to accelerate
enrolment. He directed that
awareness camps be organised
across all Blocks and Urban
Local Bodies(ULBs) to sensitise
eligible workers about the
benefits of the scheme and
facilitate their registration.
Ahlawat emphasized that
VLEs,CSCsand KGCs must play
a proactive role in mobilising
and enrolling eligible workers.
He further directed the Chief

Agriculture Officer (CAO),
Assistant Labour Commissioner
(ALC) and Executive Officers
of Municipal Committees to
mobilise resources and ensure
achievement of the enrolment
targets within the stipulated
timeframe.

The ADC called for time-
bound action, regular
monitoring and coordinated
efforts by all stakeholders to
ensure maximum coverage of
eligible unorganised workers
under the PM-SYM scheme.

The meeting was attended
by the Chief Agriculture Officer,
Assistant Labour Commissioner,
Chief Executive Officer MC
Anantnag, Executive Officers
of Municipal Councils and
District Coordinator, CSCs
Anantnag, among other

concerned officials. Ahlawat
emphasized that VLEs, CSCs
and KGCs must play a proactive
roleinmobilising and enrolling
eligible workers. He further
directed the Chief Agriculture
Officer (CAQ), Assistant Labour
Commissioner (ALC) and
Executive Officers of Municipal
Committees to mobilise
resources and ensure
achievement of the enrolment
targets within the stipulated
timeframe.

The ADC called for time-
bound action, regular
monitoring and coordinated
efforts by all stakeholders to
ensure maximum coverage of
eligible unorganised workers
under the PM-SYM scheme.

The meeting was attended
by the Chief Agriculture Officer

Director Agriculture Kashmir
reviews expenditure status of

Srinagar and Ganderbal districts

H HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 05:
Director Agriculture Kashmir,
SartajAhmad Shahtoday chaired
a comprehensive meeting to
review implementation status
of different schemes, in Srinagar
and Ganderbal districts, with
respect to achievement of
physical and financial targets
allocated forthe current financial
year.The meeting was attended
by Chief Agriculture Officer
Srinagar, Chief Agriculture Officer
Ganderbal, Deputy Director
Planning, Drawing and
Disbursing Officers and other
senior officers ofthe department.

During the meeting, the
Director undertook a detailed
review of the physical and
financial progress of various
schemes, implementation of
approved  programmes,
expenditure position and
progress  of  ongoing
developmentalactivitiesinboth
districts. He also assessed the
field-level implementation of
various  farmer-oriented
initiatives and took feedback
from the concerned officers
regarding the challenges being
faced in execution.

SartajAhmad Shahstressed
the need for ensuring timely
and effective implementation

ofalldepartmental programmes,
with particular focus on
achieving the prescribed targets
within the stipulated timelines.
He directed the officers to
maintain close field-level
coordination, accelerate the pace
of implementation and ensure
optimum utilisation of available
resources.The Director further
emphasised that the benefits of
various government schemes
andinitiatives should reach the
farming community in a
transparent, efficientand time-
bound manner. He called upon
the officers to remain proactive
in addressing field-level issues
and strengthen their outreach.

Commissioner launches SMC education initiative for children of sanitation workers
Says education must become a pathway to opportunity and inter-generational
mobility for families of the Corporatlon’s sanitation workforce

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 05:
Commissioner, Srinagar Municipal
Corporation (SMC), Faz Lul Haseeb,
on Saturday formally launched an
education initiative aimed at
supporting the academicaspirations
of children of the Corporation’s
sanitation workers.

The initiative was inaugurated
inthe presence ofJoint Commissioners,
sanitation workersand their children
and parents, besides representatives
of participating educational
institutions.

The programme seeks tofacilitate
scholarship-based coaching and

@® 00 @

academicsupportforeligible students,
particularly those studying in Classes
[XtoXIland those aspiring to pursue
competitive examinations such as
NEET and JEE.Speaking at the
inaugural programme, the
Commissioner said theinitiative was
rooted in the Corporation’s
recognition of the contribution made
by its sanitation workforce and its
responsibility towards creating
meaningful opportunities for their
children.“Those whowork every day
tokeepourcity cleandeserve to see
their children move forward with
dignity, confidence and opportunity.
Education canbe one of the strongest
pathways to make that possible. This

initiative is an investment in the
aspirations of the next generation,"
he added.

FazLulHaseebsaid the initiative
should not be viewed merely as an
assistance programme, but as an
efforttobuild asustained ecosystem
of opportunity, mentorship and
educational advancement.

Theinitiative hasbeenstructured
as a collaborative effort, with
participatingeducationalinstitutions
extending academic support to
eligible students.The Private Coaching
Centres Association of Srinagar has
facilitated the participation of its
member institutions.

SMC will facilitate the

identification and verification of
eligible students through a
transparent mechanism. The
programme will cover studentsacross
Classes IX to XII as well as those
preparing for NEET and JEE, in
accordance with the prescribed
eligibility and selection modalities.

The Commissioner said that the
larger objective was to ensure that
the contribution of the sanitation
workforce translates into greater
opportunities for the generation that
follows.The presence of sanitation
workers and their children at the
inaugural programme gave the
initiative a distinctive human
dimension, placing theireducational

aspirations at the centre of the
Corporation’s intervention.
Commissioner Faz Lul Haseeb
expressed appreciation to the
institutions that have joined the
initiative and called for sustained
collaboration to progressively widen
its reach.
Theinitiativeisenvisaged asan
evolving platform through which
SMC will continue to strengthen
educational opportunities foreligible
children of its sanitation workforce.
The initiative is envisaged as an
evolving platform through which
SMC will continue to strengthen
educational opportunities foreligible
children of its sanitation workforce.
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20th Scientific Advisory Committee

meeting of KVK

H HT News Network

BANDIPORA, SEPTEMBER 05:
The 20th Scientific Advisory
Committee (SAC) Meeting of Krishi
VigyanKendra (KVK)Bandipora-1,
SKUAST-Kashmir, was held today
at KVK Bandipora-1 under the
chairmanship of Prof. (Dr.) Nazir
Ahmad Ganai, Vice-Chancellor,
SKUAST-Kashmir.

Deputy Commissioner,
Bandipora, Indu Kanwal Chib
attended the meeting as the Guest
ofHonour. Prof. Raihana Habib Kanth,
DirectorExtension, SKUAST-Kashmir,
graced the occasionand participated
in the deliberations of the SAC
meeting.

In his address, Prof. (Dr.) Nazir

Ahmad Ganai,appreciated the efforts
of KVKBandipora-1inimplementing
farmer-oriented  extension
programmes and emphasized the
need for strengthening technology
dissemination, promotinginnovative
and climate-resilient agricultural
practices, and focusing on
interventions aimed at enhancing
farmincomeandimproving farmers’
livelihoods.

Deputy Commissioner,
Bandipora, appreciated the efforts
of KVK Bandipora-1 in promoting
agricultural development in the
district.She particularly appreciated
the KVK'sinitiativesinaquatic crop
cultivation, including Lotus, Water
Chestnut and Makhana, and
highlighted their potential for

agricultural diversification and
productive utilization of available
water resources. She emphasized

DL

continued coordination between
KVK Bandipora-1 and the district
administration for strengthening

Bandipora held

farmer-oriented initiatives.
Director Extension, SKUAST-
Kashmir,emphasized theimportance
of need-based extension
programmes, field demonstrations,
capacity building and effective
farmer-scientist interaction. She
stressed the need for aligning the
activities of KVK Bandipora-1 with
the emerging technological and
production requirements of the
farming community.Dr. Tariq Sultan,
Programme Coordinator, KVK
Bandipora-1, highlighted the
proposed thrust areas, including
crop diversification, aquatic
agriculture, horticulture, protected
cultivation, value addition,
technology demonstrations, farmer
training and capacity building.

B HT News Network

BANDIPORA, SEPTEMBER
05: A meeting-cum-
orientationsessiononeffective
enforcement of the J&KNon-
Biodegradable Material
(Management, Handlingand
Disposal) Act, 2007, Plastic
WasteManagementRulesand
other applicable provisions
was held on Saturday at the
Conference Hall, Mini
Secretariat, Bandipora.

The session was held
under the chairmanship of
Chairman, J&K Pollution
Control Committee (PCC),
Vasu Yadav, in the presence
of Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Bandipora, InduKanwal Chib.

During the session, the
concerned departments/
officials were oriented about
thelegal provisions governing
non-biodegradable material
and plastic waste, including
the prescribed fine structure
and compounding powers

Orientation Session on
enforcement of Non-Biodegradable
Material Act held at Bandlpora

under SR0-243 of 2011 and
relevant provisions of the
Plastic Waste Management
Rules, 2016.
Ontheoccasion, detailed
discussions were held on the
standardized procedure for

identification and
documentation of violations,
filling and issuance of
Compounding Challan-cum-
Money Receipt, realization
and accounting of the
compounding amount,
maintenance of records and
submission of monthly

returns.The meeting also
deliberated onthe procedure
tobe followed in cases where
violators refuse to compound
the offence, including
initiation of proceedings
before the competent
Magistrate/Executive
Magistrate.During the session,
emphasis was laid on
coordinated enforcement
through joint, sector-wise
inspection drives covering
commercial hubs, tourist
locationsand municipalareas.
It was informed.

SKIMS Soura holds One-Day
Workshop on Early Genetic Screening
and Diagnosis i in Baramulla

B HT News Network

BARAMULLA, SEPTEMBER 05: Sher-i-
Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS),
Soura,incollaboration with the ChiefMedical
Officer, Baramulla, organised a one-day
workshop on “UMMID: Early Genetic Screening,
Diagnosisand Counselling for Healthier Future”
atDakBungalow, Baramulla.Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC) Baramulla, Syed Altaf
Hussain Musavi, was the Chief Guest on the
occasion. The workshop brought together
healthcare professionals and public health
workers with the objective of creating
awareness about the early identification,
screening, diagnosis and counselling of genetic
and metabolic disorders among pregnant
mothers and newborns.Speaking on the
occasion, ADC Baramulla highlighted the
importance of early screening and timely
diagnosis of genetic and metabolic disorders,
saying that early identification can facilitate
appropriate intervention and counselling,
thereby contributing towards a healthier
future for children and families.

He appreciated the efforts of SKIMS Soura
and the health department for organising the
awareness-oriented programme and stressed
the need for strengthening coordination
between healthcare institutions and field-

levelhealthworkersforeffectiveimplementation
of genetic screening initiatives.
Aninteractive session wasalso held during
the workshop, wherein participants engaged
with the expertsand discussed various aspects
related to genetic and metabolic disorders,
screening procedures, identification of high-
risk casesand counselling.Experts from SKIMS
Soura and GMC Baramulla delivered
presentations and shared their expertise with
the participants.The workshop was aimed at
enhancingthe capacity of public healthworkers
inidentifying pregnant mothersand newborns
requiring screening for genetic and metabolic
disorders and ensuring timely referral for
further diagnosis and management.During
the programme, Awards of Appreciation were
also presented to Block Medical Officers,
participants, healthcare workersinrecognition
oftheir contributionand active participation.

ADC reviews arrange-
ments for Devika Half
Marathon in Udhampur

B HT News Network

the arrangements.

and sanitation.

UDHAMPUR, SEPTEMBER 5: For the smooth and
successful conduct of the Devika Half Marathon, scheduled
onSeptember 13,2026, Additional Deputy Commissioner
Udhampur Prem Singh today convened a meeting of
officers from the line departments to review and finalize

Threadbare discussions were held on arrangements
for security, sanitation, healthcare, traffic management,
drinking water supply and route management.

The ADC emphasized the importance of seamless
coordinationand close collaboration among the concerned
departments to ensure that all necessary arrangements
are finalized and put in place well in advance.

Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Department was directed
toensure adequate drinking water supply along the route,
while CEO, Municipal Council was tasked with cleanliness

The ChiefMedical Officer was asked to deploy ateam
of doctors along with an ambulance to provide first aid
and immediate medical assistance.

District and Traffic Police were directed to deploy
adequate personnel to ensure foolproof security and
smooth regulation of traffic during the event.

Director Agriculture
Jammu reviews Digital Crop
Survey operations in Kathua

B HT News Network

KATHUA, SEPTEMBER 5: Director Agriculture Jammu
Anil Gupta visited the fields in Kathua district to review
the ongoing field-level operations under the Digital Crop
Survey (DCS). He was accompanied by SMS-RL/Nodal
Officer DCS JammuDivision Krishan Kant, Chief Agriculture
Officer Kathua Jatinder Kumar, district-level officers,
SDAOs, SMSs and field staff of the Agriculture Department.

The Directorinteracted with the Agriculture Surveyors
engaged in the exercise and observed the Digital Crop
Survey processatthefieldlevel. TheDirector Agriculture
directed the Agriculture Surveyors to ensure timely and
quality completion of assigned targets, stressing that
accuracy and authenticity of the data must be ensured
through proper field verification.

Apni Party stages massive
protest in Doda against 7%
power tariff hike

B HT News Network

AIIMS Jammu Celebrates Janmashtami and Teachers’ Day
with Devotion, Cultural Fervour and Togetherness

Doda: As partof the statewide protests being
organised by the Jammu and Kashmir Apni Party
against the recent increase in electricity tariffs,
the District Committee of Apni Party Doda on
Saturday staged a massive protest against the
reported 7 per cent hike in power tariff by the
NC-led government.The protest was led by Apni
Party District President Doda Adil Hussain Wani
and witnessed the participation ofalarge number
of party leaders, office-bearers and workers.
Raising slogansagainst the tariffhike, the protesters
demanded that the government immediately
withdraw the decision and provide relief to
consumers who, they said, were already facing
considerable economic pressures.Addressing the
gathering, Adil Hussain Wani strongly condemned
the increase in electricity tariff.

B HT News Network

AllIndialnstitute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) Jammu
celebrated Janmashtami and
Teachers’ Day with devotion,
enthusiasmand cultural fervour,
bringing together the AIIMS
Jammu familyinaspirit of unity
and togetherness. The
celebrations were organised by
the Student Welfare Committee,
AIIMS Jammu.

Thecelebrationscommenced
with Janmashtami Puja on
September 4, 2026, providing
an opportunity for the AIIMS
Jammu family to come together
in devotion and seek blessings
ontheauspiciousoccasion.The
celebrations continued on
September5,2026, withavibrant

Janmashtami Cultural Function,
featuring cultural performances
by studentsthat showcased their
creativity, talentand enthusiasm.

The occasion also marked
the celebration of Teachers’ Day,
providing an opportunity to
acknowledge and appreciate
the dedicationand contribution
of teachers in guiding and
inspiring students.

The event was graced by
Prof. (Dr.) Sanjeev Sinha,
Executive Director & CEO, AIIMS
Jammu, as the Chief Guest.

Addressing the gathering,
Prof. (Dr.) Sanjeev Sinha
appreciated the students for
their enthusiastic participation
and highlighted the vital role
ofteachersinshaping competent
and compassionate healthcare

professionals. He emphasised
that patient care, educationand
research are the core pillars of
amedicalinstitutionand must
progress together to achieve
excellence. He encouraged
studentsand facultytoembrace
innovationand technology while
remaining committed to
compassion, integrity, ethical
values and service to society.

Reflecting onJanmashtami,
Prof. Sinha highlighted the
enduringvalues of duty, wisdom,
courage, compassion and
righteousness, encouraging
students to carry these values
into theiracademic, professional
and personal lives.

The cultural performances
added vibrancy to the
celebrations and reflected .

Yudhvir Sethi inaugurates ‘Cash Your
Gold’ Outlet at e51dency Road

B HT News Network

JAMMU, Sep 5: MLA Jammu
East Constituency Yudhvir Sethi
onSaturdayinaugurated a new
‘Cash Your Gold' outlet at
Residency Road, Jammu East,
marking the launch of another
business venture in the
constituency.

Speaking on the occasion,
Sethicongratulated the partners,
Sumant Jamwal and Lovely, on
starting the new venture and
extended his best wishes for
its success and prosperity. He
appreciated theirinitiative and
said that the opening of new
business  establishments
reflected the growing
entrepreneurial spirit among
the people of Jammu.

The MLA said that local

-..."‘3‘

busmesses and entrepreneurs
play an important role in
strengthening the economy by

generating  employment
opportunities and providing
services to the community.
He encouraged young
entrepreneurs and business
owners toexplore new avenues
and contribute towards the
economic development of
Jammu.Sethi also emphasised
the importance of creating a
supportive environment for

local businesses so that they
cangrow and contribute to the
overall development of the
region. He said that JammuEast
has significant potential for
commercial growth and that
newventures can furtherboost
economic activity in the area.

The inauguration ceremony
was attended by the partners,
their associates, well-wishers
andlocalresidents.The gathering
congratulated Sumant Jamwal
and Lovely and expressed hope
that the new outlet would
establishitself successfullyand
earn the trust of customers.

While conveying his
greetings to the partners, Sethi
wished the new establishment
continued growth and
prosperity.

Global Icon Kia Sorento Premieres in India at INR 27.99 Lakh, Marking Kia's Entry into the Premium Three-Row SUV Segment;
Introduces Kia’s First Hybrid Offering in India and the Global Debut of Kia AI Assistant featuring Real-Time Gen Al

B HT News Network

AglobaliconbeginsitsIndia
chapter today. Kia India has
introduced the Kia Sorento, at
introductory prices* starting
fromINR27.991akh for the Diesel
andINR29.491akh for the Hybrid
(ex-showroom), as the brand
enters India's premium three-
row SUV segment. Along with
bringing one of Kia's most
successful SUV nameplates to
Indian customers, the launch
introduces Kia's first Hybrid
offering in India. and brings
the global debut of Kia Al

@® 00 @

Assistant with Real-Time
Generative Al capabilities with
theIndia-spec Sorento, making
itthefirstinits segment to offer
this capability. Combining Kia's
global design philosophy with
next-generation  in-car
technology, advanced safety,
premiumcomfortandexpanded
powertrain choice, the Sorento
is designed to address the
evolving expectations of
premium SUV customers in
India.

Official deliveries for Kia
Sorento will begin nationwide
from today onwards, i.e. 04th

September 2026.Commenting
on this significant milestone
for Kia in India, Mr. Gwanggu
Lee,ManagingDirectorand CEO,
Kia India, said, “The arrival of
the Kia Sorento represents a
defining milestoneinKiaIndia’s
journeyasweenterthe premium
three-row SUV for the first time.
We are doing so with one of
Kia's most successful global
nameplates, bringing Indian
customers the most advanced
Sorento yet. Built in India, for
India, itsarrival offers customers
acompelling new choiceinthe
segment, while also bringing

twoimportantfirstsforKialndia
—ourfirst Hybrid offering and
the global debut of Kia Al
Assistant with Real-Time
Generative Al capabilities with
the India-spec Sorento. More

than expanding our portfolio,
Sorentoreflectsourcommitment
to bringing globally proven
products and future-ready
technologies to meet the
evolving aspirations of Indian

customers. We are confident
thatit will setanewbenchmark
for the segment and further
strengthen Kia's premium
journey in India.”

A GLOBAL ICON, NOW IN
INDIA

For over twenty-four years
and four generations, the Kia
Sorento hasearned the trust of
more than4.8 million customers
across 132 countries, making
it one of Kia’s most successful
global SUV nameplates.

Across its evolution, Kia
Sorento has continuously
expanded what customers can

expect fromapremium three-
row SUV, combining capability
and versatility withadvancing
technology, safety and comfort.

A PRESENCE THAT
COMMANDS ATTENTION

The latest-generation
Sorento brings together a bold
SUV presence, advanced
technology and the versatility
expected of a premium three-
row SUV.

Measuring 4,815 mm in
length*and 1,900 mminwidth*,
with a 2,815 mm wheelbase
and a height* of 1,785 mmwith
roof rails, Kia Sorento is the

longest and widest in its
segment, creatingacommanding
road presence and a spacious
foundation for its three-row
configuration.

Its design combines a tall,
upright silhouette withawide
stanceand pronounced shoulder
line. At the front, the Kia Digital
Tiger Face takes center stage,
complemented by Crystal Cube
LED Projection Headlamps and
Star Map LED DRLs with
progressive turn signals. The
lighting signature continues at
the rear with Star Map LED Tail
Lamps.
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Early Snowfall
Might Be A Warning, We
Should Not Ignore

September snow in Kashmir is a striking departure
from the familiar seasonal rhythm and a reminder that
climate patterns are becomingincreasingly unpredictable

Thefirst snowfall of the seasonin the higherreaches
of Kashmir on September 5 has brought with it more
than a picturesque change in the landscape. Snow in
Gulmarg, Sonamarg and Gumri at the beginning of
September is unusually early and deserves attention
beyond the immediate excitement of the first white
cover of theyear. Whileanisolated spell of early snowfall
cannot, by itself, be described as definitive evidence
of climate change, its timing, coupled with increasingly
erratic weather patterns, should encourage both the
administrationand the public to take changing climatic
conditions seriously.

For generations, Kashmiris have broadly associated
the first snowfall with the arrival of winter after the
autumnmonths. An early September snowfall therefore
represents a noticeable departure from the seasonal
rhythm familiar to the Valley. The brief rains, hailstorms
and gusty winds reported from parts of Srinagar and
adjoining areas further underline the increasingly
unpredictable character of weather.

Thereis, however, noreason for alarm. Weather can
naturally fluctuate fromyear to year,and a single snowfall
event does not establish a long-term climatic trend.
What should concernusis the larger pattern of unusual
weather events—unseasonal precipitation, sudden
temperature variations, intense rainfall and changing
snowfall patterns—that have increasingly affected life,
agriculture, tourism and infrastructure across Jammu
and Kashmir.

Anearly snowfall canalso have practical consequences.
Farmers and horticulturists need timely weather
information to protect crops, while authorities responsible
for roads, power supply, tourism infrastructure and
disaster management must remain prepared for sudden
changes in weather. The tourism sector, in particular,
depends heavily on predictable seasonal conditions,
and unusual weather can bring both opportunities and
challenges.

The latest snowfall should therefore be viewed not
merelyasabeautiful early spectacle butasanopportunity
for greater scientific observation. The Meteorological
Department, universities and research institutions
should closely monitor such deviations and maintain
long-term datasets so that policymakers candistinguish
normal variability from emerging climatic trends.

Kashmir's environment is fragile, and its economy
and daily life remain closely connected to weather and
water. Rather than debating whether every unusual
weather event is caused by climate change, the more
sensibleapproachistostrengthen preparedness,improve
forecasting and promote environmental responsibility.

The early snowfall may melt within days, but the
questionit raises should remain with us: are Kashmir's
seasons changing, and are we prepared for what that
change may bring?
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Teachers' Day: A Day of Duty, Introspection and Hope

Beyond ceremonial tributes,
the day calls for strengthening
schools, upholding the dignity of
the teaching profession and nurturing
the dreams of every child

By: Noor Mohammad Trali

Every year, September 5 is observed across the country as
Teachers' Day with great respect and reverence. Functions are
organised, speeches are delivered and teachers are hailed as
thearchitects of the nation. Undoubtedly, asincere, committed
and conscientious teacher does far more thanimpartknowledge
fromtextbooks. Ateacher shapes minds, builds character, inspires
young people andilluminates society with the light of knowledge
and awareness. Yet, Teachers’ Day should not remain confined
to ceremonial greetings and words of appreciation. It should
also provide an opportunity to reflect seriously on the state of
our education system, the responsibilities of teachers and the
opportunities available to students.

The educational situation in remote and difficult areas of
Jammu and Kashmir, particularly in Gujjar and Bakerwal
habitations, remains a matter of concern. Many government
schools located in far-flung and mountainous areas continue
tofaceanacute shortage of teaching staff. In several institutions,
the responsibility of educating dozens of children rests on the
shoulders of just one ortwo teachers. How can children belonging
to disadvantaged communities compete on an equal footing
withothers when their schools lackadequate teachers and basic
educational facilities? Educationisa fundamental right of every
child, and the government and the Education Department must
ensure, on a priority basis, adequate deployment of teachers
and essential infrastructure in schools located in remote and
underserved areas.

While such shortcomings in the education system are a
cause for concern, the conduct of individuals associated with
the teaching profession canalso, at times, raise serious questions.
The unfortunateincidentreported recentlyin Chhatroo, Kishtwar,
is a painful reminder of the enormous responsibility attached
totheteaching profession. Suchincidents notonly bring disrepute
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to the teaching community but can also undermine the trust
of parents and students. A teacher is not merely a government
employee; he or she is a mentor, guide and character-builder
for young minds.

The conduct of a teacher therefore carries consequences
farbeyond the classroom. Any incident that violates the dignity
of the profession must be dealt with firmly and impartially in
accordance withlaw, sothat the sanctity ofeducationalinstitutions
and the dignity of teachers are preserved.

Amid these challenges, however, there are also inspiring
stories of hope, determination and achievement. The fertile
land of Tral has historically been associated with learning,
literature and intellectual pursuit.

Despite poverty, difficult circumstancesand limited resources,
three talented young men from Jawahar Pora, Lam, a Gujjar
village of Tral, succeeded in securing impressive results in the
country'shighly competitive NEET examination. Their achievement

demonstrates that geographical and financial barriers can be
overcome through determination, hard work and perseverance.
Now pursuing MBBS education for the past three years, these
young achievers have become a source of inspiration not only
for their families but for the entire Gujjar community and the
people of Tral.

The success of a courageous daughter from the same region,
who has risen to the position of Assistant Professor in the field
of higher education, is another encouraging example. Her
achievement proves that whengirlsare provided withopportunities,
encouragement and proper guidance, they too can reach the
highest levels of academic and professional excellence. Such
success stories carry a powerful message for thousands of young
boys and girls who continue to pursue their dreams despite
limited resources.

Whenitcomes tosincere and dedicated teachers, the name
of Mr. Khursheed Ahmad Bhat, hailing from Lurgam in Tral,
deserves tobe mentioned with pride and respect. In recognition
of hisexemplary teaching services, dedicationand commitment
tonurturing the younger generation, he was honoured last year
withthe Best Teacher Award at the hands of Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha. Teachers like Khursheed Ahmad Bhat are the real
assetsof society. Through their conduct and commitment, they
demonstrate that a dedicated teacher can influence not only
individual students but the future of an entire generation.

The true spirit of Teachers’ Day lies in recognising not only
the stature of teachers but also their rights and responsibilities.
The government must address shortages of teachers and basic
facilities inremote and disadvantaged schools, while the teaching
community must uphold the dignity of its profession and place
the educational and moral development of students above all
else.

If the government fulfils its responsibilities, parents give
education the priorityit deserves,and teachers draw inspiration
fromrole modelslike Khursheed Ahmad Bhat, the achievements
of the three young men from Jawahar Pora and the successful
Assistant Professor will not remain isolated success stories.
Instead, they can become beacons of hope for thousands of
children living in educationally disadvantaged communities.

Teachers’ Day, therefore, should not merely be a day to
praise teachers. It should be a day to renew our collective
commitment to ensuring that no child’s educational dream is
extinguished by poverty, geographical isolation or lack of
opportunity—and thatevery teacherbecomesatrue torchbearer
of knowledge, character and hope.

Teachers’ Day: A Tribute to Our Mentors

o i

Sahil Manzoor

Everyyear,on5thSeptember, Teachers'Day
is celebrated throughout the nation with zeal
and enthusiasm. Among the thousands of
professionsintheworld, theteaching profession
holds immense importance. Every individual
carries deep respect and regard for those who

Just wanted to let you know
how much your time,
effort, and hard work

is appreciated.

Happy

.?{’fﬂ( JJ‘ ers Dfl{l ),}

Although teachers may not always see
themselvesasrolemodels, theynaturallybecome
the first role models for students. With love,
patience,and knowledge, theyinspire children
to learn, grow, and dream big. Communities
and societies highly respect teachers, for they
are the foundation of strong nations.

Mentoring comes naturally to teachers—
whether by encouraging students to give their
best, listening to their concerns, or instilling
confidence. Agood teachernotonly teachesbut
alsoprotects,ensuringthesafetyandwell-being
of their students. They are trained to recognize
signsoftrouble—whetheracademic, behavioral,
or emotional—and to provide timely support.

have guided and taught them.

Inessence, teachersarethebuildersofminds

Educationisthelightthatmakesuscivilized,
active,smart,and powerful.Ittransformslives—
from poverty to prosperity, from ignorance to
awareness.Educationnotonlyshapesindividuals
butalsoreshapesnations.Itempowerstheweaker
sections of society, uplifts women, encourages
progress,andopensdoorstoabrighterandsafer
future. Indeed, education is the most precious
assetonecanacquireforasuccessful careerand
ameaningful life.

Yet, behind this power of educationstands
the true torchbearer—the teacher. A teacher is
notjustaninstructorbutamentor,arolemodel,
aguide, and sometimes even a second parent.
Teachersmakeusproud, confident,and capable
of facing the world. They nurture our talents,
sharpenourintellect,andinstillinusthevalues
needed for life. According to the dictionary, “a
teacherisapersonwhohelpsstudentstoacquire
knowledge, competence, or virtue.”

Inside classrooms, teachers bear the
responsibility of shaping young minds. They
createthetoneandenvironment,makinglearning
joyfulandeffective. Students oftenreflect their
teacher’s attitude—warmth and positivity
encourage growth, while anger and negativity
mayhinderlearning, Beyondacademics, teachers
alsoshapethesocialbehaviorofstudents, listening
totheir problems, noticingchanges,and guiding
them with care and wisdom.

andfutures.Theyareleaderswhocreateahealthy
learningenvironmentand nurture the citizens
of tomorrow. On this Teachers’ Day, we salute
their dedication, sacrifices, and contributions,
forwithoutteachers, therewouldbenoprogress,
no innovation, and no nation-building.

Sahil Manzoor Bhatti
sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.com
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HAPPY TEACHER'S DAY!

Saiqa Ashraf

Today, while we celebrate teachers with flowers,
cards, speeches, and endless words about “respect”
and “gurus,” there is something else that needs to be
said.

Abitter truth.

Thisis for those teachers in whole world who have
forgottenwhat the word TEACHER actually means. For
those who enter classrooms not as mentors, but as
predators. For those who misuse a child’s innocence,
trust,and vulnerability. For those who physically abuse
their own students. For those who mentally harass
children, threaten them, humiliate them, manipulate
them, or make them feel unsafe in a place where they
were supposed to be protected.

What an achievement, isn't it?

Youwere givena classroom,andinstead of creating
minds, you destroyed peace. You were given respect,
andinstead of earning it, you abused it. You were given
authority toguide children,and youused thatauthority
to frighten them. You were trusted with someone’s
child,andyoubetrayed that trustin the most disgusting
way possible. And thensociety expects ustosay “Happy
Teachers' Day.”

Happy?

What exactly are we celebrating?

The degree hanging on your wall?

The chair you sit on?

The title written before your name?

Thereputationyou carefully maintain while hiding
what happens behind closed doors?

Apersondoesnotbecomerespectablesimply because
theyare called ateacher. A person becomesrespectable
bytheir character.And any teacher whoabusesastudent

than a child’s safety”

If a child speaks about abuse, listen. If a child says
ateacher makes them uncomfortable, investigate. Ifa
childsaystheyarebeing harassed, believe themenough
to take the complaint seriously. Do not teach children
that silence is the price of protecting an institution’s
name. And please stop telling victims to “forget it,”
“moveon,” or “think about the teacher’s career.” Think

about the child’s life.

Because while an accused teacher may
eventually walk back into a classroom, the
child may spendyearstryingtorecover from
what happened there.

So yes, Happy Teachers’ Day. But not to
the predators hiding among educators. Not
to those who abuse authority. Not to those
who prey on children. Not to those who
mentally torture studentsand then proudly
callthemselves teachers. And definitely not

inaerotic way or deliberately destroys a child’s mental
well-being has noright to hide behind the word “teacher.”

You can wear your best clothes on Teachers’ Day.
Youcanreceive flowers. You can pose for photographs.
You can collect certificates. You can smile for social
media. But none of those things can erase the damage
you have caused to a child. And to the institutions that
protect such people because they are “senior”, “well-
connected”, “respected”, or because exposing them
would supposedly damage theinstitution'sreputation—
remember this:

“An institution’s reputation is not more valuable

tothosewhoseeachild’ssilenceaspermission.

Today, I have no flowers for you. No
applause. No respect. Only one question:

How can you stand in front of a classroom and call
yourselfateacher after destroying the trust of the very
children you were supposed to protect?

Teaching is a noble profession. Abusing a child is
not. And no title, institution, influence, or reputation
should ever be powerful enough to silence a child.

Children need teachers they can trust—not adults
they need protection from.

~Saiqa Ashraf
R/o: Srinagar, Kashmir
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Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon

Inanincreasingly interconnected world,
translation has become one of the most
importantmeans of communication between
people,languages and cultures. Peopletravel,
study, work, conduct business and interact
across linguistic boundaries every day.
Scientific discoveries, educational ideas,
literature, history, philosophy and cultural
traditions can reach a wider audience only
when they are made accessible beyond the
language in which they were originally
produced.

Yet, despite its growing importance,
translation is often misunderstood asasimple
exerciseofreplacingwords fromonelanguage
with theirequivalents in another. Inreality,
translation is an art—an intellectual and
creativeprocessofcarryingmeaning, thought,
emotion, culture and expression from one
linguistic world into another withoutlosing
the spirit of the original.

In the age of artificial intelligence, this
distinction has become evenmore important.

Today, sophisticated Altools cantranslate
a sentence, a paragraph or even an entire
document within seconds. Social media is
filled with AI-generated content, translated
material and digitally created voices. At
first glance, this technological revolution
maymaketranslationappearalmosteffortless.
Butanyone whohasagenuineunderstanding
of language knows that translation is far
more difficult than pressing a button.

Beyond Words: The Soul of a Language

Language is not merely a collection of
words and grammaticalrules.Itcarriesthe
history, traditions, customs, values, emotions
and collective experiences of the people who
speakit. Everylanguagehasitsownrhythm,
idioms, metaphors, expressions, humour
and cultural references.

Thisiswhytranslatingaliterary writer,
poet or fiction writer is particularly
demanding. To transfer an author's thoughts,
feelings, emotions, sensibilities, states of
mind and artistic expression into another
language is not everyone's Cup of tea,It
requires technical skill, literary
understanding, cultural awareness and an
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From Words to Worlds

The Human Art of Translation

exceptional command of the target
language.

A poet may express an emotion
throughametaphorthathasdeep cultural
significance. A novelist may use a
particular expression to reveal the
psychology of a character. An essayist
may employ an idiom whose meaning
goes far beyond its literal words. The
translator must understand all these
layers before attempting to reproduce
them.

Everylanguage contains words and
expressions A profound example of the
limits of translation can be found inthe
HurufMugatta'at—thedisjointed letters
appearing at the beginning of several
Surahsofthe Holy Qur’an, such as Alif-
Lam-Mim, Ya-Sin, Ta-Haand Ha-Mim.
Their precise and definitive meaning
remains unknown to us, and scholars
have offered different interpretations
while acknowledgingthat the ultimate
knowledge of their intended meaning
belongs to Allah. Thisreminds us that
translationisnotalwaysaboutfinding
anequivalent word in anotherlanguage.
Sometimes, the challenge begins with
understanding the original itself. If the
definitive meaningofan expressionis beyond
human certainty, how canatranslator claim
to transfer that meaning with complete
certaintyintoanotherlanguage? The example
of the Huruf Mugatta'at therefore teaches
us an important lesson: a good translator
must possess not only linguistic skill, but
also intellectual humility—the wisdom to
distinguish between what can be translated,
what can be interpreted, and what must
simply beleft with the mystery ofthe original
for which there may be no perfectequivalent
in another language. Sometimes a single
word carriesacultural or emotional weight
that requires an entire phrase to explain.
Thereal challengeis tofind an appropriate
expression in the target language without
allowing the original meaning, beauty or
emotional intensity to diminish.

Simply replacing one word with another
isthereforenottranslation; it issubstitution.

True translation seeks equivalence not
merely of vocabulary, but of meaning, impact
and feeling.

When the Dictionary Is Not Enough

One of the fundamental principles of
translation is that word-for-word translation
does not necessarily produce a good
translation.

Adictionarymaytellustheliteralmeaning
ofaword, but context tells us what that word
actually means in a particular situation.

Deutsch

An idiom translated literally may become
meaninglessorevenridiculous. A metaphor
mayloseitsbeauty ifitswordsaremechanically
transferred. A culturally rooted expression
mayrequire anentirely different expression
in the target language to communicate the
same idea.

Thefinesttranslator therefore constantly
asks: What did the writer intend to say?
Whatemotionlies behind these words? How
would a native speaker naturally express
the same thought in the target language?

That is where the real craft begins.

The Challenge of Regional Languages

The limitations of technology become
particularly visible when it attempts to
reproduce regional languages and accents.
These days, we frequently see videos on
Instagram and other social media platforms
created with the help of Altoolsand presented
withaKashmiriaccent. While the technology
may initially appear impressive, anyone
familiar with the Kashmiri language can
often immediately notice that the
pronunciation, articulation, intonation,
stress and overall delivery do not sound
natural. At times, the result can sound
awkward, distorted oreven absurd toanative
speaker.

The problem is not necessarily the
vocabulary itself. The deeper problemisthe
way language lives in the human voice.

Alanguagehasitsownrhythm, pauses,
pronunciation patterns and emotional
expression. Amachinemayreproduce written

, English

words, but reproducing the instinctive
linguistic habits of a native speaker is an
entirely different challenge.

Andthisproblemiscertainly notconfined
to Kashmiri. Similar difficulties can arise
when Al-generated voices attempt toreproduce
otherregionallanguages, dialectsand accents.
Something may appear technically correct
to a person unfamiliar with that language
while sounding completely unnatural to
someone who has spoken it all their life.

This reminds us of an important truth:
language is not merely spoken through the
mouth; it is carried through culture,
experience and instinct.

The Art of Translating Literature

Thechallenge becomes even greater when
the subject is literature.

To translate the work of an adib, poet or
afsana-nigaristoenterthewriter'simaginative
and emotional world. One must understand
not only what has been written, but also
what has been felt.

Thetranslator must preserve theauthor's
thoughts, emotions, sentiments, moods,
imagery, symbolism and artistic intention.
Thisrequiresmastery ofthe sourcelanguage
aswellasexceptional commandofthelanguage
into which the work is being translated.

A translator who knows two languages
but lacks literary sensitivity may produce
a technically understandable translation
that nevertheless fails as literature.

Thatiswhytranslationisrightly regarded
as both an art and a skill.

07

r@ @headlinestodaydaily n @headlinestoday ({3 @headlinestodaynews

What My Master's Studies Taught Me

Istillremember thatduringmy Master's
studies in Urdu, we had a separate book
devotedspecificallyto“The Artof Translation.”

The fact that translation was taught as
an independent subject was itself a lesson
inhowimportantanddemandingthediscipline
is. It demonstrated that translation cannot
bemastered simply by knowingtwolanguages.
It requires theoretical understanding,
practical training, linguisticdiscipline and
literary judgement.

When one looks back at the history of
translation, the same seriousness becomes
evident.

Fort William College in Calcutta,
established in the early nineteenth century,
played animportantrole inthe development
of Indian languages and prose traditions.
Translation was considered an organised
intellectual activity, and the institution
recognised theneed for scholarsandlanguage
experts capable of undertaking such
demanding work.

Thishistoricalemphasistellsussomething
important: societies have long understood
thattransferringknowledge and literature
fromonelanguagetoanotherrequirestrained
minds, linguistic expertise and cultural
sensitivity.

Translation as a Bridge Between
Civilizations

Translationismuchmorethanalinguistic
activity. It is a bridge between languages,
people, cultures and civilizations.

Literature gives us a window into the
lives and experiences of people who may live
thousandsofmilesaway. Through translation,
areader can encounter the poetry, stories,
philosophy, history and worldview of another
society without necessarily knowing its
language.Inthissense, thetranslator performs
an extraordinary intellectual service. He
or she does not merely carry words across
a linguistic border; the translator carries
knowledge,imagination, cultureand human
experience from one community toanother.
Translation has therefore played—and
continuesto play—acrucialrolein cultural
exchange and mutual understanding.

About the Author

Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon is an
educator, columnist, motivational
speaker, and Associate Editor of
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including VDP and CCTYV systems
across Kashmir.

Phone: 9205000010 / 9205000016
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Children with Autism in Kashmir:

Early Identification, Challenges, and the Path Towards Inclusion
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DR. UZMA NAQASH

Introduction

Every child has a unique way of learning,
communicatingand experiencing theworld. Forchildren
with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), differences in
communication, socialinteraction,behaviourandsensory
processing may become noticeable during the early
yearsoflife. Autismisa neurodevelopmental condition,
andtheabilities, strengthsand support needs
of autistic children vary considerably from
one child to another.

In Kashmir, as elsewhere, supporting
children with autism requires more than
diagnosis. It requires awareness, early
identification,accessible intervention, family
support, trained professionals, inclusive
education and a community environment
based on acceptance rather than stigma.

The Importance of Early Identification

Early identification is one of the most
important steps in supporting a child with
autism. Signs may include delayed orunusual
language development, limited social
engagement, repetitive behaviours, difficulty
with changes inroutine, unusual responses
tosensory experiences, or loss of previously
acquired communication or social skills.

Earlyidentification should notbeviewed

Inclusive Education: FromAcceptancetoParticipation

Educationisafundamental pathwaytoindependence
and social participation. Children with autism should
haveopportunitiestolearninenvironmentsthatrecognize
their individual strengths and needs.

True inclusion means more than placing a child
withautisminamainstreamclassroom. It meansmaking
reasonable adjustments, providing trained teachers
andsupportstaff,adaptingteachingmethods,encouraging
peer understanding and creating classrooms where
children feel safe and valued.

The Role of Parents and Families

Parents are often the first to notice developmental
differencesin their children. Their observations should
be listened to and taken seriously. Parents should be
encouraged to seek professional assessment when they
have concernsrather thanwaiting for the child to simply
grow out of it.

as labelling a child. Rather, it should be
understood asopening the door toappropriate support.
Timely evidence-based interventions can help children
develop communication, social and daily-living skills
and can improve their participation and quality of life.
ChallengesFacedby Childrenand Familiesin Kashmir
Familiesraisingachild with autismmay experience
arangeofchallenges. Oneof thefirstislimited awareness.
Some developmental differences may initially be
misunderstood as stubbornness, poor parenting or
simply a child's personality. Such misconceptions can
delay professional assessment and intervention.
Stigma and social attitudes can create another
significant barrier. Families may hesitate to seek help
because of fear of judgement or discrimination. Children
themselves may experience exclusion from social,
educational and recreational activities.
Accesstoappropriateservicescanalsobechallenging,
particularly for families living in remote or rural areas.
Specialized assessment, speech and language therapy,
occupational therapy, behavioural support, special
education and psychological services may not always
be easily accessible or affordable.
The emotional and financial demands on parents
canalsobeconsiderable. Supporting caregiversistherefore
an essential part of supporting the child.

Families also play an important role in creating a
supportive home environment. Communicationthrough
play, structured routines, participation in everyday
tasksand opportunitiesfor socialinteraction cansupport
development.

Most importantly, parents need information and
emotional supportratherthanblame. Parentsare partners
ininterventionand shouldbeactivelyinvolvedindecisions
concerning their child's education and care.

The Role of Mental Health Professionals

Mental health professionals,including psychologists
and counsellors, can playanimportantroleinsupporting
autisticchildrenand their families. Theirresponsibilities
mayinclude developmentaland behavioural assessment,
counselling, parent guidance, social-skills support,
emotional regulation strategies and coordination with
other professionals.

Counsellors canalso help parents cope with stress,
anxiety and uncertainty while promoting healthy family
relationships. A multidisciplinary approach involving
paediatricians, psychologists, speech and language
therapists, occupational therapists, special educators,
teachersand families can provide more comprehensive
support.

Building a More Inclusive Kashmir

Creating an inclusive society requires collective
responsibility. Healthcare providers need training to
recognize developmental concerns early. Schools need
resources and trained personnel. Communities need
greater awareness and acceptance. Policymakers and
organizations need to strengthen accessible early-
intervention and disability-support services.

Awareness programmes should become part of
continuouscommunity education. Local organizations,
schools, healthcare institutions and NGOs can work
together to conduct parent-awareness programmes,
teacher training, screening and referral initiatives, and
community-based support activities.

Inclusion should also extend beyond education.
Children with autism should have opportunities to
participatein play, sports, cultural activities, recreation
and community life.

The Way Forward

The path towards inclusion in
Kashmir requires a shift from
awareness toaction. Thisincludes:

* Promoting developmental
monitoringandearlyidentification.

«Improvingaccesstoaffordable
and quality intervention services.

*Trainingteachers, healthcare
workers and community
professionals.

* Strengthening inclusive
education in schools.
| * Providing counselling and
{ psychosocial support to families.

* Reducing stigma and
misinformationthroughcommunity
awareness.

* Encouraging collaboration
between parents,schools, healthcare
professionals and NGOs.

*Developing child-centred support plans based on
individual strengths and needs.

* Ensuring that autistic children are included in
social, recreational and community activities.

Conclusion

Children with autism do not need to be changed to
fitsociety; society needstobecome more understanding,
accessible and inclusive. Early identification can open
the door to timely support, but meaningful inclusion
requires continued commitment from families, schools,
professionals, communities and policymakers.

For Kashmir, the goal should be to create an
environmentwhereevery child withautismisrecognized
early, supported withdignity,educated withopportunity
andincluded withoutdiscrimination. Withawareness,
acceptance and coordinated action, we can move from
merely understanding autism to building a society in
whicheverychild hastheopportunitytolearn, participate
and reach their potential.

Key Message: Early identification is the beginning
of support—notthedefinition ofachild. Inclusion begins
when we recognize abilities, respect differences and
create opportunities for every child to belong.

Jhelum Is Calling: What Are We
Leaving Behind for Our Future?

Bhat Afreen

Today, I sat on the banks of the Jhelum, and for
afewmomentsIsimply watched the water flowing
infrontofme. TheJhelumhasalwaysbeensomething
we Kashmiris feel proud of. We have grown up
hearing about it, seeing it, crossing its bridges and
watching it quietly flow through our cities and
villages.Buttoday, instead of only seeing its beauty,
Inoticed something that disturbed me deeply—the
garbage lying around its banks and the waste that
has found its way into the river. Plastic bottles,
wrappersand other rubbish were scattered around
aplace that should have been clean and peaceful. I
kept looking at it and thinking, how did we allow
this to happen? How can we stand beside a river
thathasbeena part ofKashmir for generationsand
stilltreatitlikeadustbin? Perhaps the most painful
partisthatmanyofusdonotevennoticeitanymore.
We see a person throwing a bottle into the water
and continue walking. Someone throwsawrapper
ontheriverbankandnobody saysanything, Another
person leaves a plastic bag behind because it is
easier than finding a proper place to dispose of it.
Eachactionlookssmallwhenwelookatitseparately,
buttogetherthese smallactionsareslowly creating
amuchbigger problem. We often tell ourselves that
one bottle or one packet cannot make a difference,
butimagine thousands of people thinking the same
way every single day. That one bottle becomes
thousands of bottles, that one wrapper becomes
piles of waste, and eventually the river pays the
price for our collective carelessness. The Jhelum s
notjustwaterflowingthroughKashmir.Itisconnected
to our history, our environment, our livelihoods
and our memories. It has seen generations come
and go, and yet we are treating it as though it has
novalue. We proudly call Kashmiraland of natural
beauty, but what happens to that beauty when our
riversbecome polluted and our waterbodiesbecome
dumping grounds? A photograph of a beautiful
Kashmir may attract tourists, but photographs
cannothidepollutionforever.Natureneeds protection,
not just appreciation. We cannot simply admire
ourriverswhentheylookbeautifulandignore them
when they need our care. Water is one of the most
basic necessities of human life, yet we behave as
though clean water is something that will always
beavailable to us.Itwillnot.Rivers canbe polluted,
ecosystemscanbe damaged and natural resources
can be destroyed. Once serious damage is done,
restoring a water body can take years, enormous
resources and constant effort.

The consequences of water pollution are also
much bigger than what we can see on the surface.
Waste can harm aquatic life, dlamage ecosystems,

affectbiodiversityand contribute tothe deterioration
of the environment around the river. Pollution can
also create risks for communities that depend on
healthy water systems. The frightening thing about
environmental damage is that we do not always
seethe consequencesimmediately. Sometimes the
damage begins quietly and becomes visible only
whenit hasalready reached a serious stage. This s
why protecting the Jhelum cannot be postponed
untiltomorrow. Tomorrowisexactlywhatweshould
be protecting today. I strongly believe that people
who deliberately throw garbage into rivers and
other water bodies should face meaningful fines.
There should be a clear message that public spaces
and natural resources are not places where we can
dispose of our unwanted waste. If someone can be
fined for breaking other public rules, why should
deliberately polluting a river be treated as though
it is nothing? But fines alone are not the answer.
We cannotexpect people tomanage waste properly
if proper waste-management facilities are not
available. There should be enough dustbins near
public areas, regular collection of waste, proper
segregation facilities and systems for recycling
wherever possible. Riverbanks should also be
monitored,especiallyinplaceswhereillegal dumping
happensfrequently. Authorities should not wait for
ariverbank to become covered with waste before
taking action. Prevention is always better than
cleaning up a problem after it becomes enormous.
At the same time, citizens cannot put all the
responsibility onthe government.Evenifthere are
a hundred dustbins around us, they are useless if
we choose to throw our garbage on the ground or
into the river. We have to change the way we think
about public places. We often behave differently
inside our homes because we consider them our
own, butthestreet, theriverbank, the parkand the
public road are also part of the space we all share.
Keeping them clean should not require someone
toconstantly telluswhat todo. It should come from
basic civicsense. We should stop asking, “Whowill
clean this?” and start asking, “Why am  making it
dirty?” This change may sound simple, but it can
make ahuge difference, Parents canteach children
from an early age that throwing waste into a river
iswrong.Schoolsand collegescanorganise awareness
programmesandriver-cleaningactivities, notsimply
forphotographsor certificatesbuttocreate genuine
environmental responsibilityamongyoung people.
Local communities canalso play animportantrole
bykeepinganeyeontheirsurroundingsandreporting
repeated dumping. Businesses located near rivers
should have proper waste-management
responsibilities as well, because commercial waste
can become a major source of pollution if it is not
handled correctly. Mostimportantly,environmental
rulesneed tobeimplemented ratherthanremaining
words on paper. Arule haslittle meaningifnobody
fearsitsconsequences. There should besstrictaction
againstrepeated or deliberate pollution, while also
ensuringthat people havereasonable and accessible
alternatives for disposing of their waste.
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DCRamban inspects JNV Batote;
Reviews functioning of institution

B HT News Network

Gangtok, Sep 4: The eastern
HiAMBAN, SEPTEMBER 05: Deputy
Commissioner Ramban Mohammad
AlyasKhan, whoisalsothe Chairman
of the Vidyalaya Management
Committee (VMC), today conducted
a comprehensive inspection of
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV)
Batote to assess the functioning of
theinstitution, statusofinfrastructure,
basicamenitiesand operationalissues.

The DCwasaccompanied by the
Tehsildar Batote, Principal JNV and
other concerned officers.

During the visit, the Deputy
Commissioner inspected school
buildings and facilities besides
reviewing the availability of essential
amenities for students and staff. He
asked the buildingowner toundertake

major renovation and structural
repairworks, while minorandroutine
maintenance would be managed by
the school administration.

The DC directed the Executive
Engineer, Jal Shakti, to ensure regular
and adequate water supply to the
institution. He further instructed
thatwatertankersbe deployed during
contingenciestoensure uninterrupted
availability of drinking water for
students and staff.

Reviewing the status of the
permanent JNV campus under
construction at Sanasar, the Deputy
Commissioner directed the concerned
executing agencies and engineers
to expedite the pace of work and
ensure timely completion of the
project. He also directed them to
submitadetailed status and progress
report to his office along with

Later, the DC

complete project records.

withthe PrincipalJNV, building owner

3 o -
and concerned officers todeliberate

onissues related to the functioning
and maintenance of the institution.

chaired a meeting

He assured that the matter of
outstanding rent payable to the
property owner would be taken up
with the higher authorities in the
Department for early resolution.
The DC emphasized close
coordination among all concerned
departmentsand agenciestoaddress
the issues affecting the institution
and ensure a safe, functional and
conducive learning environment for
the students. Reviewing the status
ofthe permanentJNV campus under
constructionat Sanasar, the Deputy
Commissioner directed the concerned
executing agencies and engineers
to expedite the pace of work and
ensure timely completion of the
project. He also directed them to
submitadetailed status and progress
report to his office along with
complete project records.

DC Udhampur reviews
progress of Digital crop
survey under AgriStack

B HT News Network

. By ‘ : _‘ = &5

UDHAMPUR, SEPTEMBER 05: Deputy Commissioner
Udhampur, Minga Sherpa, today convened a meeting of
officers from the stakeholder departments toreview the
progress of the Digital Crop Survey under AgriStack in
the district.The meeting was attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner Prem Singh; Assistant Commissioner
Revenue Dr. Umesh Shan and other concerned officers.

While reviewing the progress, the DC directed the
concerned officers to expedite the pace of the survey
and ensure its completion by September 15, 2026. He
stressed that the exercise mustbe carried outinasystematic,
accurate and time-bound manner.The DC called for close
coordinationand regular monitoringamongall concerned
departments.

Ramban drowning incident

Devyani Rana Allocates 12.5 Lakh for

Poonch: DLIC approves 300
Mission YUVA cases to promote

Search to trace youth continue
in Chenab River on day 5; DC,

SSP review ground efforts
B HT News Network

RAMBAN, SEPTEMBER 05: The intensive multi-agency
search and rescue operation launched in Chenab River to
traceayouth RaviKumarentered fifth day today. Ravi Kumar
had lippedintothe ChenabRiver here at Maitraon September
1.

Deputy Commissioner Mohammad Alyas Khan and
Senior Superintendent of Police Arun Gupta visited the
incident site and reviewed the ongoing search operation
and the action plan being implemented by the agencies
involved. Tehsildar Deep Kumar, Dy.SPKuldeep Sharmaand
other concerned officers were present on the spot.

The Deputy Commissioner took detailed feedback from
the teams deployed on the ground and assessed the challenges
being faced in carrying out the operation. He was informed
that the search operation is being hampered by the high
volume of water, heavy turbulence and swift currents in
the Chenab River.

Inview of the hazardous conditions, experts have advised
against using boats due tothe strong water flow and associated
risks. The search operationis being carried out with specialized
rescue equipment and trained personnel while following
all necessary safety protocols.

To intensify the downstream search, four specialized
teams have been mobilized, comprising personnel fromthe
State Disaster Response Force (SDRF), Civil QRTs from Ramban,
Ramsu, Banihal and the Jammu and Kashmir Police. The
teamsare carrying out coordinated search efforts at different
locations along the river.

Nagrota Shamshan Ghat Approach
Road, Protection Work in Durga Vihar

B HT News Network

Nagrota, Jammu: During a
visit to Nagrota Panchayat to
assess the requirements of the
Main Nagrota Shamshan Ghat
approach road and to review

flood protectionworksatDurga

Vihar, MLA Nagrota Devyani
Ranaannouncedatotalallocation
of 12.5 lakh for the two
important local infrastructure
works.

Anamountof 7.5lakhfrom
the CDF has been allocated for
the development and
improvement of the approach
road to the Nagrota Shamshan
Ghat near Khel Gaon Nagrota,
addressing the need for better
connectivity and ensuring safer
and more dignified access to
the cremation ground for
residents.

While reviewing clearance
works with Tehsildar Nagrota
Sumit Kohli, a further 5 lakh
wasallocated for flood protection
works near Durga Vihar,aimed

at strengthening protection
measures and improving the

area’s resilience against
waterloggingandflooding during
periods of heavy rainfall.
During the visit, Devyani
Ranareviewed the requirements
of both works and emphasised
the importance of timely
execution and quality
infrastructure thatresponds to
theneedsofthelocal community.
“Addressing essential civic
infrastructure and responding
to practical concerns raised by
residentsisof the highest priority.
Improving access toimportant
community facilities while

strengthening protectionagainst
flooding remains animportant
part of creating safer, more
resilient and better-connected
neighbourhoods.” said MLA
Nagrota Devyani Rana.

The works are expected to
provide tangible benefits to
residents and strengthen
essential infrastructure in the
respective areas.

Theinitiativeis part of MLA
Nagrota Devyani Rana’s
continued focus on responsive
governance, essential
infrastructure and the safety,
dignity and well-being of the
people of Nagrota Constituency

youth entrepreneurship

B HT News Network

POONCH, SEPTEMBER 5: A meeting of
theDistrictLevelImplementationCommittee
(DLIC)under Mission YUVAwas held today
under the chairmanship of the Deputy
Commissioner Poonch, Ashok Kumar Sharma
toreview the progressandimplementation
of the Mission in the district.

The Committee, after detailed scrutiny
and deliberations,approved 300 cases under
Mission YUVA aimed at promoting self-
employmentand entrepreneurshipamong
the youth.

All bank branches associated with
Mission YUVA participated inthe meeting.
The Deputy Commissioner conducted a
branch-wise review of the cases pending
with each bank branch and took stock of
the status of sanction and disbursement.
He directed the concerned bank branches
to expedite the processing and ensure
sanction and disbursement of all eligible
pendingcaseswithinthestipulated timelines.

The Deputy Commissioner stressed
uponallconcerneddepartmentsand financial
institutions to maintain close coordination
andensure timely disposal of applications.
Healsodirected JKNRLM officialstointensify
awarenessand outreachactivitiesand make
concerted efforts to increase applications
from Lakhpati Didis under Mission YUVA.

The meeting was attended by officers
of concerned departments, branch heads/
representatives of all participating bank
branches, the Lead District Manager, Cluster
head Jk Bank, Nodal officer JKNRLM and
membersoftheDistrictLevel Implementation
Committee. All bank branches associated
with Mission YUVA participated in the
meeting. The Deputy Commissioner
conducted a branch-wise review of the
cases pending with each bank branch and
took stock of the status of sanction and
disbursement. He directed the concerned
bank branches to expedite the processing
and ensure sanction and disbursement of
alleligible pending caseswithinthestipulated
timelines.

Mission for Atma Nirbharta in Pulses
District Steering Committee appro

B HT News Network

|

POONCH, SEPTEMBER 5:

ves Action Plan for Poonch

District Steering Committee
(DSCP) for Mission for Atma
Nirbharta in Pulses met here
today to review and accord
approval to the district action
plan for the implementation
of the Mission.

District Development
Commissioner Poonch Ashok
Kumar Sharma, whoisalsothe
chairperson ofthe Committee,
chaired the meeting.

Chief Agriculture Officer
JograjSlathia(member Secretary
DSCP) presented the annual
actionplanbeforethe committee
for deliberation and approval.
The Committee approved the

plan in accordance with the
Annual Production and
Productivity (APY) targets

assigned to the district by the

d

UT Administration for the FY
2026-27.The approved action

planaims to strengthen pulses
cultivation, enhance
productivity and extend
necessary supportand technical
assistance to farmers across
the district.

Theactionplanwillfacilitate
thetimelydistribution of quality
seedstoeligible andidentified
farmers, including necessary
arrangements for lifting of seed
samples for testing. It will also
focus on capacity building of
farmers through training
programmes and organization
of Farmer Field Schools, enabling
farmers to adopt improved
cultivation practices, modern
pulsesvarietiesand better post-
harvest management
techniques.

NITI TARA Capacity Building and
Orientation Programme held at Poonch

®m HTNEWSDESK

POONCH, SEPTEMBER 5: A One-Day
NITITARA Capacity Buildingand Orientation
Programme was organised here at the DC
Office for District and Block-level officers|
officials with the objective of enhancing
theirunderstandingand effective utilization
of the NITITARA platform for data-driven
planning and development monitoring.

District Development Commissioner
Ashok Kumar Sharma stressed the need
for effective use of data and technology
inplanningand monitoring developmental
activities. He called upon the participating
officers to make optimum use of the NITI
TARA platform forevidence-based decision-
making and ensuring better outcomes for
the people.

The participants were provided detailed

orientation on the purpose, features and
effective usage of the NITITARA platform,
including accessing the platform,
understanding and analysing available
data, tracking keyindicatorsandidentifying
developmental gaps.

The participants were sensitized on
the importance of utilizing NITI TARA for
data-driven planning, effective monitoring

of progress, identification of priority areas
andinformed decision-making. The platform
was highlighted as an important tool for
strengthening the implementation of
developmentalinterventionsand improving
outcomes at the district and block levels.

The programme alsoemphasized inter-
departmental convergenceand coordinated
efforts among different departments for
effective  monitoring and timely
implementation of development initiatives.

The programme concluded withafocus
onstrengthening data-based governance,
improving monitoring mechanisms and
accelerating developmental outcomes
across Poonch district and its blocks. The
participants were sensitized on the
importance of utilizing NITITARA for data-
driven planning, effective monitoring of
progress, identification of priority areas.

CUKashmir celebrates Teachers’ Day, speakers highlight evolving role of teachers in Al era

B HT News Network

Ganderbal, Sept 5: Central
University of Kashmir
(CUKashmir) celebrated
Teachers’ Day on Saturday
through online mode, paying
glowingtributestotheteaching
fraternity and reaffirming the
significance of teachers in
instilling values, nurturing
responsible, enlightened and
socially conscious citizenswho
contribute meaningfully
towards the nation building.

The programme was
organised by the School of
Education.

@® 00 @

Inhis presidential address,
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. A.
Ravinder Nath conveyed the
Teachers Day greetings from
the Chancellor, Hon'ble
GovernorofBihar, Lt.Gen (Retd)
Syed AtaHasnainand said the
Teachers’ Day should be seen
as an occasion to recognise
both formal and informal
teachers, including parents,
society and nature. He
emphasised that higher
education must focus not
merelyonimpartingknowledge
butontransformingknowledge
into wisdom and preparing
studentstobecomeresponsible

contributors to society. He
calleduponteacherstoembrace
multidisciplinary education,
innovation, experiential
learning and stronger
collaborations with industry
and communities. CUKashmir
VCemphasised that universities
must evolve from traditional
“temples of learning” into
centres of excellence, where
knowledge and intellectual
property contribute to
economicempowermentand
societal betterment.
Delivering the keynote
address on “Role of Teachers
inBuildingaNation”,COOand

Academic Director AIMST
University, Malaysia, Dr.Kerron
G. Reddy said teachers are
“nation builders” and that
meaningful nation-building
was impossible without their

contribution. She urged

educators to discharge their
responsibilities with passion,
commitment and affection,
stressing that teachershavea
vital role in guiding young

people towards appropriate
career choices and helping
them identify their aptitude,
skills and aspirations. She said
the advent of Al had not
diminished theimportance of
teachers but had increased
theirresponsibilities manifold.
“With information readily
available at students' fingertips,
teachers must constantly
update theirknowledge, adapt
pedagogy and make learning
creative, relevant and
engaging.” Shealso highlighted
theimportance ofestablishing
a personal connection with
students, saying thatasimple

smile, greeting or conversation
couldmakealasting difference.

Inhisspecialremarks, Dean
Academic Affairs, Prof. Shahid
Rasool said therole ofateacher,
particularlyinhighereducation,
hasalwaysbeen central tothe
creation and transmission of
knowledge. “Traditionally, the
teacher was regarded as the
expert, the authority,and the
principal source of knowledge.
But today, that model is
undergoing a profound
transformation. The arrival of
digital natives and the
emergence of artificial
intelligence have changed

everything,” he said. Prof.
Shahidaddedthat“Ifknowledge
and information is available
everywhere, and artificial
intelligence can increasingly
perform many tasks that
teachers were performing, then
whatistherole of the teacher?
The answer is simple. The
teacher is not becoming less
important and will remain
central to the transmission of
knowledge,” he further said.

Earlier, in her welcome
address, Dean School of
Education, Prof. C. Naseema
said Teachers’ Day was not
merely an occasion.
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Teachers Day celebrations
held across district Doda

B HT News Network

DODA, SEPTEMBER 05: Teachers’ Day was celebrated with
greatenthusiasmacross district Doda today to commemorate
thebirthanniversary of Dr. SarvepalliRadhakrishnan, eminent
philosopher, educationist and former President of India.

Thedistrict-level function was organised here at Government
Girls Higher Secondary School, with District Development
Commissioner Krishan Lal as the Chief Guest. Chief Planning
Officer Manesh Kumar was the Guest of Honour, while DySP
TrafficShoket AliBeig was the Special Guest.The event witnessed
the participation of senior officers, retired officers and officials
ofthe School Education Department, besides heads of educational
institutions, teachers and students.The programme featured
cultural presentations, speechesand other activities highlighting
thevitalrole of teachersin shaping young minds, inculcating
values and contributing towards nation-building. Students
expressed theirgratitude and respect for their teachers through
heartfelt speeches and cultural performances, adding colour
and warmth to the celebrations.The Chief Guest appreciated
the dedication and commitment of the teaching fraternity
towardsimparting quality education and ensuring the holistic
development of students. He emphasised that teachers play
a pivotal role in nurturing responsible citizens, instilling
ethicalvalues and strengthening the foundations of a progressive
society.Onthe occasion, the valuable contribution and dedicated
services of retired officers and officials of the Education
Departmentwerealsoacknowledged. Thedignitaries appreciated
theirroleinstrengthening the education systemand contributing
to the development of the sector.Similar Teachers’ Day
programmes were organised at educational institutions across
thedistrict, witnessing enthusiastic participation from students.

Janmashtami celebrated
with religious fervour,
devotion in Poonch

B HT News Network

POONCH, SEPTEMBER 05:
Shri Krishna Janmashtami,
commemorating the birth of
Lord Krishna, was celebrated
with great religious fervour,
devotionand enthusiasmacross
Poonch district the other day.

The main celebration, held
at Shree Geeta Bhavan was
attended by  Deputy
Commissioner Ashok Kumar
Sharma, Senior Superintendent
of Police Shafkat Hussain Bhat,
Additional Superintendent of
Police Ajay Sharmaand Assistant
Commissioner ~ Revenue
Muhammad Sayeed along with
otherdistrictofficials, prominent
citizens, religious leaders and
alarge number of devotees.

Agrand Shobha Yatra was
alsotakenout from Shree Geeta

Bhavan, featuring colourful
tableaux and traditional
performances depicting therich
cultural heritage and devotion
associated with Lord Krishna.
TheShobhaYatrapassed through
the main streets of Poonch city
and witnessed the participation
of thousands of devotees.
Addressing the gathering
at Geeta Bhavan, the Deputy
Commissioner extended warm
greetings to the people on the
auspicious occasion of
Janmashtami. He highlighted
thelife, teachings and ideals of
Lord Shri Krishna and urged
people todraw inspiration from
his message of righteousness,
duty and devotion.The Senior
Superintendent of Police also
addressed the gathering and
appreciated the peaceful, joyous
and devotional atmosphere.

Annual Dastarbandi Ceremony Held at
Al-Jamia Fatima-AL- Zahra "AS" in Sonawari

H HT News Network

Bandipora/September:05
The annual Dastarbandi and
certificatedistributionceremony
of Al-JamiaFatima-al-Zahra(AS)
Lil-Banat Khumaina Baharabad
Hajin, Bandipora was held at
Markazi Hanafiya Jamia Masjid
Khumaina Baharabad.The
ceremony wasorganised onthe
theme “Save the Daughtersand
Educate Them with Religious
Knowledge” and witnessed
participation of alarge number
of people from different areas.
Asmanyas 13 girl students who
completed different levels of
religious education were
honoured on the occasion. Of
them two completed Hifz-e-
Quran five completed Dars-e-

Sania,and six completed Nazra
withTajweed. Dastarbandiand
certificates were presented to
the parents of students who
completed Hifz-e-Quran and

Dars-e-Sania, while the parents
of students completing Nazra
with Tajweed were also
honoured with Dastarbandi.
Mufti Mubarak Al-Qasmi

attended the programme asthe
chiefguest while Mufti Maroof
Ahmad Qasmiwasalso present.
Intheiraddresses bothscholars
appreciated the efforts of Al-
Jamia Fatima-al- Zahra (AS)in
promotingreligious education
among girls and stressed the
need for greater attention
towards their religious
upbringing.The organisers said
that imparting religious
education to daughters plays
an important role in
strengthening moral values,
building better families and
creating a responsible society.
They appealed to parents to
continue supporting and
encouraging their daughtersin
pursuing religious education.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

PUBLICNOTICE

It is notified that the applicant namely Showkat Ahmad Bhat
S/o Sona ullah Bhat R/o Narbal Tehsil Narbal District Budgam
applied for the issuance of Birth certificate of his own

The applicant intends to register the Date of his of his son as
school records 29/12 /1965

If any one has objection in this regard, he can approach
concerned Births and death authorities within the period of
seven days after the publication of said Notice . No objection
will be entertained .

05/09/2026

PUBLICNOTICE

I, Shamim Ahmad D/o Zikra shah R/o usmanabad HMT father
of Zikra Bint Shamim, do hereby declare that | have changed
my daughter's name from Zikra Bint Shamim to Zikra Shah.
In this regard if anybody has any objection, he/she may
contact Chief Education Officer, Karan Nagar, Srinagar and
Principal, Govt. Girls Higher Secondary School Mujgund,
Srinagar within 7 days from the date of publication of this
notice.

Her correct name may now be recorded as Zikra Shah in all
school and board records.

Old Name: Zikra Bint Shamim

New Name: Zikra Shah

School: Govt. Girls Hr. Sec. School Mujgund, Srinagar
Deponent: Shamim Ahmad

Father of Zikra Shah

PUBLICNOTICE

Is notified that the applicant namely Abdul Salam sheer
gojree S/o Abdul Rehman sheer gojree R/o Kawoosa Tehsil
Narbal District Budgam applied for the issuance of Birth
certificate of his daughter Namely Mariya Salam D/o Abdul
Salam Sheer Gojree

The applicant intends to register the Date of his of his son as
school records 10 /04 / 2014

If any one has objection in this regard, he can approach
concerned Births and Death authorities within the period of
seven days after the publication of said Notice . No objection
will be entertained .

05/09/2026

PUBLICNOTICE

is notified that the applicant namely Irfan Ahmad Bhat S/o
Firdous Ahmad Bhat R/o Narbal Tehsil Narbal District Budgam
applied for the issuance of Birth certificate of his son

The applicant intends to register the Date of his of his son
Namely Irfan Ahmad bhat as school records 15 /08 / 2009

If any one has objection in this regard, he can approach
concerned Births and Death authorities within the period of
seven days after the publication of said Notice . No objection
will be entertained .

05/09/2026

PUBLICNOTICE

Thisis for information of general public that the (Electric bill ) power connection is
registered on my Father's name SONAULLAH MIR S/O MOHAMMAD MUNAWAR
MIR  Now this Connection bearing Consumer ID NO 0212040003485 wants to be
registered on my name SHAKEEL AHMAD MIR S/O SONAULLAHMIR  If anybody
haveany objectioninthisregard He/She mayfile his/her objectionin the concerned
PDD office within seven days from the date of publication ofthis notice after that
no objection will be entertained.

Name...SHAKEEL AHMAD MIR
5/0..SONAULLAH MIR
R/0..WARIPORA BALA

BLOCK.WAGOORA

APPLICATION FORRETIREMENT OF PARTNER
IN THE REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE OF THE
EXCURSION AGENCY “KASHMIR ORAMA
HOLIDAYS” SITUATED AT MUNAWAR ABAD,
SRINAGAR, KASHMIR

Whereas, the partners, Ms. Aiman Habeeb Reshi, D/o Habib-ullah Reshi, R/o
Tral Payeen, and Ms. Insha Lone, D/o Abdul Rashid Lone, R/o Moomin Abad,
Srinagar, Kashmir, of the Agency “Kashmir Orama Holidays", have approached
the Department of Tourism for the retirement of one partner, namely Ms.
Aiman Habeeb Reshi, fromtheregistration certificate of the Agency and from
the registration records of the Department under the J&K Registration of
Tourist Trade Act.

Whereas, the Agency underthenameandstyle“M/sKASHMIRORAMAHOLIDAYS',
situated at Munawar Abad, Srinagar, Kashmir, isregistered with the Department
of Tourism, and the registration certificate has been issued in favour of the
above-mentioned partners

Whereas, with regard tothe retirementofthe partner, the requisite documents,
including the registration certificate and dissolution/retirement documents,
have been submitted. Ms. Aiman Habeeb Reshi, D/o Habib-ullah Reshi, R/o
Tral Payeen, due to her personal reasons, has agreed to withdraw her name
from the above partnership business and shall cease to be a partner of the
said business.

The remaining partner, namely Ms. Insha Lone, D/o Abdul Rashid Lone, R/o
Moomin Abad, Srinagar, Kashmir, shall now continue and run the aforesaid
Tour and Travels business as the sole proprietor under the name and style
“Kashmir Orama Holidays".

Now, therefore, before makingany changeintheregistration certificate under
the applicable provisions of the J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act and
before deletion/retirement of one partner, namely Ms. Aiman Habeeb Reshi,
D/o Habib-ullah Reshi, R/o Tral Payeen, the matter is hereby notified for the
information of the General Public, Financial Institutions/Banks, Development
Authorities, PHE Department, Electricity Department,andall other concerned
authorities.

Incaseofany objection, the same should reach the office of the Deputy Director
Tourism Registration, Srinagar, within a period of 07 days from the date of
publication of this notice.

Objections received beyond the stipulated period of 07 days shall not be
entertained, and the request of the applicants shall thereafter be considered
under the applicable rules, subject to the submission and verification of the
requisite documents.

Agency Name: Kashmir Orama Holidays Office Address: Munawar Abad,
Srinagar, Kashmir

Retiring Partner:

Ms. Aiman Habeeb Reshi D/o Habib-ullah Reshi R/o Tral Payeen, Kashmir
Continuing Partner:

Ms. Insha Lone D/o Abdul Rashid Lone R/o Moomin Abad, Srinagar, Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE BLOCK MEDICAL OFFICER ZAINAPORA

PUBLICAUCTION NOTICE

In pursuance of the Finance Department Circular No. DGAT/TAdm/7920342/64 dated 19-06-2026 and in accordance with the provisions
of Rules 217 to 223 of the General Financial Rules (GFR), 2017, it is hereby notified for the information of the general public that the
Public Auction of condemned, obsolete, surplus and unserviceable Government stores, equipment, instruments, furniture and other
dead stock items of Medical Block Zainapora shall be conducted as per the following schedule:

Date of Auction: 22-09-2026
Time: 11:00 A.M.
Venue: CHC Zainapora, District Shopian

Allinterested individuals/firms/dealers dealing in scrap, condemned stores

and allied materials are invited to participate in the auction. The reserve price for the auction is fixed at Rs. 60,000/- (Rupees Sixty
Thousand only), and no bid below the said amount shall be entertained or accepted. The auction shall be conducted on an "As is where
is" basis and the highest bid, subject to approval of the Competent Authority, shall ordinarily be accepted.

The Competent Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids without assigning any reason.

The successful bidder shall deposit the full auction amount immediately after acceptance of the bid and shall lift the auctioned material
within the stipulated period at his/her own cost. All applicable Government rules and conditions shall govern the auction proceedings.
For inspection of the auction items, interested bidders may visit CHC Zainapora during office hours on any working day before the date

of auction.

DIPK-5375/26
Send Date: Sep 52026

BLOCK MEDICAL OFFICER
ZAINAPORA

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU &KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)
Subject: Application of MOHD YOUSUF SHEIKH S/O AB GANI
SHEIKH R/O SHEIKHPORA Tehsil KREERI for the issuance of RBA

in his/her their favor
PUBLICNOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of RBA in this connection a report of
patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that the
applicant is currently residing in the village of SHEIKHPORA of
Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the SHEIKH community having
annualincome 155000/ the details of family of the applicant are as
fallows

1..MOHD YOUSUF SHEIKH Father 59 years Labour
2.MUGLIBEGUM Mother 70years H/W

3..AlIJAZ AH SHEIKH brother 34 years Labour

4...MOHD RAFIQ Brother 31 years Labour

5..BILAL AHMAD TELI Applicat 26 years student

6...AAYAT YOUSUF self /applicant 25 years student

if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of said
certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertained

Executive Magistrate 1st Class KREERI

PUBLICNOTICE

My son's name & parentage has been wrongly written as UZAIR
PERVAIZE S/O PERVAIZE AHMAD LONE while his correct nameis UZAIR
PARVAIZ LONE & correct parentage is PARVAIZ AHMAD LONE which
needs to be corrected if anybody having any objection he/she may
contact with concerned school office /ZEO WAGOORA within seven
days from the publication of this notice after that no objection will
be entertained

NAME ...PARVAIZ AHMAD LONE
F/0....UZAIR PARVAIZ LONE
R/O KACHWA MUQAM
Tehsil...WAGOORA

Office of The Executive Magistrateist Class Narbal District Budgam
Notice For the General public

is notified that the applicant namely Fatima Bagum D/o Ghulam _
Mohi _ud_Din Dar Russu Tehsil Narbal District Budgam applied for
the Date of Birth of his Own namely Fatima Bagum daughter Ghulam
Mohi _ud_din _Dar.The applicant intends to register the Date of
Birth of his Own as per school records / medical Board is 04/ 02/ 1960

If any one has objection in this regard, Convince Office of
the Executive Magistrate ist Class Narbal District Budgam within the
period of seven days. After completion of said period no objection
will be entertained.

18/08/2026

Government of Jammu and Kashmir
Directorate of Handicraft & Handloom, Kashmir

Office of the Assistant Registrar Industrial CooperativeSrinagar
Kashmir Haat, Exibition Ground Srianagr-190001

Subject: Notice to Defunct/Non-Functional Cooperatives regarding their whereabouts and functioning.

PUBLICNOTICE

It is hereby notified for information of all concerned that the whereabouts and present status of the below listed Cooperatives
registered with the Department under the jurisdiction of the undersigned are not known. The said Cooperatives have apparently
ceased to function and have not been maintaining regular contact with the Department/office concerned.

S.No. | Name of the defunct Cooperatives

Complete Address

Regd. No. & Date

1 The Raja Irshad Shawl Emb.ICLtd.

Pati kurg Srinagar.

SRA-1995 16-09-2020

2 The Ahad sozni Emb.IC Ltd.
Syedpora Srinagr.

Syed pora Srinagar

SRA-1999 16-09-2020

3 he Fiza Sozni IC Ltd.

Fisherman Hazratbal
Srinagar.

SRA-2199 12.11.2020

4 The Shakul Alam Carpet IC Ltd

Babapora zoonimar
Srinagar.

SRA-2231 12-11-2020

5 The Sheikh-ul-Alam Ari Works IC Mahjoor Nagar SRA-2471 01-01-2021
Ltd. Srinagar.

6 The Ibtida Paper Machi IC Ltd. MotiMohalla Dal SRA-2493 01-01-2021
Srinagar.

7 The Guli Wilayat Paper Machi IC Baghwan Pora SRA-2494 01-01-2021
Ltd. Srinagar.

8 The Wanity Crewel Emb. IC Ltd.

Rampora Srinagar.

SRA-3006 29.07.2021

9 The Khan Crewel Craft IC Ltd.

Rathpora Srinagar.

SRA-3395 14.01.2022

10 The Golden Valley Crewel Emb. IC | Lasjan Srinagar. SRA-3862
Ltd.
11 The Sabzar Sozni Emb. IC Ltd. Chattabal Srinagar. SRA-3973

12 The Kashani H/C CrewelEmb. IC Ltd.

Arabal Shalimar
Srinagar.

RIC/K/4759 15-09-2022

13 TheMadihaCrewelEmb.IC Ltd.

Abikarpora khayam
Srinagar.

RIC/K/5450 01.04.2023

14 The Max Sozni Emb. IC Ltd.

Malikpora Panzinara
Srinagar

RIC/K/5975 01.11.2023

15 The Beigh Carpets H/C I C Ltd.

Botakadal Srinagar.

SRA-1600

16 The New Leather Emb.IC Ltd.

Rozdan Bagh Chattabal
Srinagar.

SRA-1621

17 The Royal leather Emb.IC Ltd. Bagiyas Chhatabal SRA-1623 11-07-20
Srinagar.

18 The Lucky Leather Emb. IC Ltd. Danawari Chattabal SRA-1624 11-07-20
Srinagar.

18 The Velley Leather Emb.IC Ltd. Chanmobhalla Chattabal | SRA-1630 11-07-20
Srinagar.

19 The Like Leather Emb. IC Ltd.

Danawari Chattabal
Srinagar.

SRA-1649 11-07-20

Accordingly, all such defunct/non-functional Cooperatives, through their existing Managing Committees, office bearers, members
are hereby called upon to appear before the concerned Assistant Registrar Industrial Cooperatives office within a period of seven
(07) days from the date of publication of this notice, along with all relevant records/documents, and explain the reasons for their

non-functioning and failure to remain in contact with the Department.

In case no response is received within the stipulated period, it shall be presumed that the concerned Cooperatives have completely
seized their functioning and have no objection whatsoever to further action being initiated under the applicable provisions of the

J&K Self-Reliant Cooperative Act, 1999 and rules/regulations made there under.

DIPK-5367/26
Send Date: Sep 5 2026

Assistant Registratrar
Industrial Coaperativesative Srinagar
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ISL 2026-27 season to begin
on October 10, AIFF confirms

Churchill Brothers, meanwhile, are set to join
the league afteracquiringJamshedpur FC'sISLsporting
licence. However, their participation has not yet
beenfully confirmed and remains subject toregulatory
approvals.

The league will feature 13 teams, with the clubs
playingeach otherhome and away inaround-robin
format. The top six will then qualify for the playoffs,
with the winner being crowned ISL Cup champion.
The team finishing firstin the league standings will
lift the ISL Shield.The format was last used in the
2024-25 season before being scrapped during the
troubled 2025-26 campaign.

"As things stand, thirteen teams will compete
in a round-robin, home and away format, with
Churchill Brothers' participation remaining subject
to regulatory approvals.

The participating clubs are Bengaluru FC,
Chennaiyin FC, Churchill Brothers FC, East Bengal
FC,FCGoa, Inter Kashi FC, Kerala Blasters FC, Mohun
Bagan Super Giant, Mumbai City FC, NorthEast United
FC, Odisha FC, Punjab FC, and Sporting Club Delhi,"
said the AIFF.

The season was initially scheduled to begin on
September 4, but the start was pushed back amid
the ongoing search for a broadcast partner.

The new season will also mark a major change
in how the league is run. For the first time, the
participating clubs will control the ISL's commercial
rights, with the AIFF working alongside them under
aclub-led model.
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and will return to the IFL for the 2027-28 season.

"Diamond Harbour FC, who earned promotion
to the ISL via their 2025-26 Indian Football League
title, failed tofulfil the administrative fee requirement
for the 2026-27 season and have not taken up their
promoted slot," said the AIFF in its statement.

"In keeping with the league's promotion-and-
relegation principle, Diamond Harbour will not be
eligible to earn any points this season and will by
default

, be placed at the bottom of the table. They will
not retain ISL status for 2027-28 and will compete
in the IFL that season.”

United News Of India

NEW DELHI, SEP 5 : The 2026-27 Indian Super
League season will begin on October 10 and run
until May 2027, the All India Football Federation
(AIFF) announced on Saturday.

The AlFFalso confirmed that there will effectively
be norelegation from the league this season. Diamond
Harbour FC, who earned promotion after winning
the 2025-26 Indian Football League,

will not participate despite securing a place in
the ISL. As a result, the club will be placed at the
bottom of the standings without earning any points

Deportivo Alaves loses
midfielder Rodriguez to torn

knee ligament

United News Of India

Nurjahan Jamani wins silver & bronze
at ITTF World Para Future Lahti 2026

to No. 19 in the world
ranking, from No. 27,
further strengthening her
position as India's No. 1
player in her category.

Nurjahan began her
singles campaign with a
0-3losstoGermany's Birgit
Baumgartner

before responding
with a 3-0 win over
Iceland's Agnes Lovisa
Johannsdottir. She then
produced a hard-fought
3-2victory over Macau's U Choi Hong, winning
the final two games 13-11, 13-11.In standing
doubles, Nurjahan and compatriot Shivam Pal
opened with a 3-0 victory over Finland's Aaro
Toivo Samuli Makela andIceland's Agnes Lovisa
Johannsdottir.

They subsequently faced two Polish
combinations, with both matches goinginfavour
of their opponents, but the Indian pair secured
abronze medal.

MADRID, SEPT5 :Deportivo Alaves has confirmed
that midfielder Mikel Rodriguez is setto miss the rest
of the season after tearing the anterior cruciate ligament
in his right knee.

Rodriguez, who joined Alaves from Real Sociedad
in the summer, suffered the injury during Thursday's
trainingsession."The player will have surgical treatment
inthe coming days and the evolution of the injury will
determine when he recovers," the club said on Friday,
noting that torn knee ligaments typically require at
least nine months to heal.

The 24-year-old has impressed since arriving in
Vitoria, earning a starting place under coach Quique
Sanchez Flores and scoring his first goal in the team's
3-0 season-opening win over Getafe.

Alaves will promote B-team playerIzei Hernandez
to the first team for Sunday's La Liga match at home
to Osasuna, according to Xinhua.Sporting director
Sergio Fernandez said the club will explore limited
options on the market but can only sign free agents
outside the transfer window.

United News Of India

AHMEDABAD, SEPT 5 :India's Nurjahan
Noorali Jamani won two medals at the
International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF)
World Para Future Lahti 2026 in Finland, taking
silver in Class 7 singles and bronze in Class 7
standing doubles at the Pajulahti Olympic Training
Center.

The performancelifted Nurjahaneight places
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Duleep Trophy: Kishan, Tilak hrace for hectic
turnaround from Duleep final to Afghanistan T20ls

United News Of India

NEW DELHI, SEP 5 : East Zone captain
Ishan Kishan and South Zone skipper Tilak
Varmaface a quick change of formats after the
Duleep Trophy final, withIndia's three-match
T20Iseries against Afghanistan beginning just
days later in Delhi.

The five-day final starts in Chennai on
Sunday, leaving Kishan and Tilak with limited
time to switch from red-ball cricket to T20s.
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, EastZone's vice-captain,

willalso have only three days between the
domestic final and the Afghanistan series.

Kishan acknowledged that the turnaround
will be challenging but believes adapting to
different formatsis part of being a professional
cricketer.

"I don't know. How do [ tell you? It's just
about knowing what format you are playing,”

Kishan said on the eve of the Duleep final at
Chepauk. "Sometimes it gets difficult when
youare playing a Test matchand suddenly you
have to go and start hitting fromball one... But
at the same time, I feel, as professionals it's
ourjob toadapt, we cannot be coming up with
excuses."

He also feels the players will have enough
time to prepare before the first T201.

"So,itisbettertonotbeinasituation where
we have to make excuses but at the same time
be aware and be just mindful of what is going
to happen...Iwill be playing T20 after this. So
my job will be different [in T20Is], but still [
feel we are getting two days of practice before
the Afghanistan first game, so it will be more
than enough, I feel," he said.Tilak, who has
played across all three formatsin the past four
months, expects the transition tobe manageable
despite the tight schedule.

Forlan names star-studded
Uruguay squad for India friendly

United News Of India

NEW DELHI, SEPT 5 :Uruguay coach
Diego Forlan has named a strong squad
for the October 6 friendly against India
in Kolkata, with Real Madrid midfielder
Federico Valverde and former Liverpool
forward Darwin Nunezamongthe headline
names.

The match is part of India's busy
international friendly schedule in
Septemberand October, whichalsoincludes
games against Panama on September 25
and five-time world champions Brazil on
October 3.

"The announcement comes at the
beginning of a new chapter for Uruguay
following MarceloBielsa's departure, with
legendary former striker Diego Forlan
taking charge of the senior national team
and the Under-20 side," said All India
Football Federation (AIFF)ina statement.

"Now, as Uruguay's head coach, Forlan
faces a new challenge as he prepares his
side for the upcoming clashagainst India.

With established stars such as Valverde,
Nunez, Araujo and Gimenez featuring
alongside a new generation of talent,
Uruguay's September-October window
promises to offer an early glimpse into
Forlan's vision for the next chapter of La
Celeste," the statement added.

Valverde and Nunez headline a squad
packed with international experience.
Midfielders Rodrigo Bentancur, Lucas
Torreira, Giorgian de Arrascaeta, Facundo
Pellistri, Maximiliano Araujo and Brian
Rodriguez are also part of the selection.

Uruguay have plenty of options at the
back, with Ronald Araujo, Jose Maria
Gimenez, Nahitan Nandez, Guillermo
Varela, Mathias Olivera and Sebastian
Caceres among the defenders named by
Forlan.Santiago Mele, Cristopher Fiermarin,
Ignaciode Arruabarrena, Sebastian Jaume
and Thiago Cardozo have been included
as the goalkeeping options.The attack
features Nunez alongside Miguel Merentiel,
Rodrigo Aguirre, Federico Vinas, Martin
Satriano and Alvaro Rodriguez.
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VoiceTo TheVoicelass

Popularity, one of the defining fixations of adolescence,
seems to be seared into our consciousness for decades
after we leave school.

Before I was friends with Georgia® I was scared of
her.

One incident sticks in my mind. We were 14, and my
best friend at the time was throwing a party - the kind
that takes place in a rented church hall and where
practically the whole school year turns up. But there
was one group of people that my friend had neglected
to invite.

Georgia and her posse strode towards us across the
playground, observers turning to stare. She was a terrifying
bolt of fake tan, peroxide hair extensions and luminous
sportswear — what could she possibly want with the
likes of us? We froze as she came to a halt.

"We're invited to your party, yeah?" Georgia demanded
of my friend. "Yes, of course," my friend managed to
stutter back. Satisfied, Georgia turned on her heel and
marched away. Another girl nearby murmured, "You
don't have to invite them if you don't want to." But we
all knew that yes, yes she did.

You probably have similar high school recollections
- of finding yourself at the sharp end of playground
politics. Maybe you have memories of your own Georgia,
a popular kid who could induce fear at a glance. Maybe
you were a Georgia yourself.

Either way, you probably remember it well. After
speaking to hundreds of people about their experiences
of high school, Mitch Prinstein, a professor of psychology
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in the
US, found that people's memories of those who once
ruled over the school corridors - the queen bees, the
prom kings, the star athletes — were remarkably potent.

We're calling forth those experiences from when we
were 14 to use as a kind of a template to see the world
through - Mitch Prinstein

Even decades after leaving school, most people are
able to effortlessly recall the name of the most popular
kid in their year — more so than the names of teachers
and other classmates, wrote Prinstein in his 2017 book
Popular: The Power of Likability in a Status-Obsessed
World.

And it's not just the memories that stick. We might
beinclined to think that the high school hierarchy becomes
irrelevant once we step beyond the school gates for the
last time. But it turns out that it can exert a strange and
persistent hold over us.

Research shows that how popular and well-liked we
were as teenagers can influence our lives for years to
come in everything from how we make sense of our
social interactions to the strength of our romantic relations,
our life satisfaction and even our health.

Rethinking popularity

Itwas American psychologist John Coie who changed
the way researchers thought about popularity.

His now-seminal studies in the early 1980s began by
asking school kids two simple questions about their
classmates: Who do you like the most? Who do you like
the least? In the childish handwriting scrawled across
hundreds of scraps of paper, Coie would trace new insights
about human social behaviour.

You might think that children would be either broadly
liked or disliked by their peers. In fact, Coie and his
colleagues found kids can be both liked and disliked by
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Those memories are being
brought back out all the time

Why you never really
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different students, or neither liked nor disliked. Some
children were named a lot by their peers - they were
highly visible, like tiny celebrities. Others were barely
mentioned at all.

For the first time, Coie used the kids' answers to
propose five social categories. "Accepted" and "rejected"
for those who were widely liked or disliked respectively.
"Controversial” for those who got a high number of both
"likes" and "dislikes". "Neglected" for those who were
hardly mentioned either way. And "average", for kids
who weren't too extreme in any one direction (though
most leaned towards one of the categories).

Many studies have confirmed the usefulness of these
labels. They generally find that about 40% of kids are
"average" and 60% fit into one of the remaining four
categories.

The most liked kids tend to be seen by their peers as
kind, encouraging and supportive, while "neglecteds"
tend to be quiet and withdrawn. "Rejected” kids are
likely to be either aggressive and to bully others, or
unassertive, socially anxious and the victims of bullying
themselves. "Controversials", the rarest group, split the
crowd - they're typically seen as class clowns or rebels.

Remarkably, Coie found that children's labels largely
stayed the same when they were introduced to new
peer groups. And while the initial research was on primary
school kids, many studies have replicated the findings
inadolescents. One found thataround half of kids maintain
the same label they had at primary school five years
later in high school.

"I'd had such abad experience in primary school, and
Ialways remember my mum saying 'It'll be better when
you go to high school’," says Connie*, another friend I've
asked about her high school experience. "But I think
once you've been bullied, or if you have something that
makes you visibly different... it was like I was easy
pickings."

After being targeted by bullies in the first few months
of high school, for reasons including being mixed race
at a predominantly white institution, Connie switched
schools. At her new school however, she soon encountered
a similar pattern. (Read about the powerful new ways
being discovered to fight bullying.)

While the labels stay the same, the social dynamics
shift dramatically between primary school and high
school. In primary school, the "popular” kids are simply
those who are best liked - often those who are well-
behaved and excel at school, because at that point, kids
values typically align with their adult supervisors.

At high school, that changes. Adults and everything
they stand for become woefully undesirable. A conscientious
over-achiever might find themselves relegated to "nerd"
status, while a rowdier, more divisive kid might find
their star unexpectedly in ascendance.

On the phone to the one-time playground terror and
my now close friend Georgia, I ask her if she considered
herself popular at high school. She tells me she didn't
think of herself in this way. "'Popular’ makes it sound
asifpeoplelike youand I don't think we were necessarily
liked," she says. "Maybe it was a bit more like, infamous...
loud and attention-seeking.”

Asayoung teen, Georgiaembodied the "controversial"
archetype. She acted out aggressively and was disruptive
in class. For all those who loved her, there were probably
a fair few who didn't. I tell her that people, including
myself, were pretty scared of her at one point. But she's
wrong about this making her ineligible for the "popular”
label.

"We start paying attention to who might be getting
the most attention, who might be more dominant or
'cool’," says Prinstein. "Those who start becoming more
physically attractive, those who are fitting into peer
norms, [like] those who dress well or are good at sports.”

Engaging in "pseudomature” behaviour - actions
associated with older teens or adults - is another fast
track to status. Teens who drink alcohol, take drugs and
engage in precocious romantic behaviour are more likely
to be considered popular - at least for a time. At around
age 15, this behaviour stops conferring status to the
same degree. As high schoolers begin to mature, overt
status-seeking becomes less socially expedient, and
"likeability" begins to reassert itself as an important
determinant of social standing. But the ripple effects
from these early experiences in extreme social stratification
can be consequential.

Dr Itoo Conferred
with Dual Chartered
Distinctions in the
United Kingdom

Noted physician, medical educator, researcher and public health
advocate Dr Tasaduk HussainItoohasbeen conferred with two distinguished
professionalrecognitions inthe United Kingdom, markingasignificant
milestone inhis career spanning medicine, biological sciences, research
and public health. He has been admitted as a Chartered Biologist (CBiol)
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Congretidetion

Chartered Scientist (CSci)
Rayal Society of Brkgy | Seience Councl (UK)

by the Royal Society of Biology (RSB) and conferred the designation of
Chartered Scientist (CSci) by the Science Council (UK).

Dr Itoo was admitted as a Chartered Biologist by resolution of the
Council of the Royal Society of Biology on 2 July 2026. The Chartered
Biologist designation is a significant professional recognition within
thebiological sciences, reflecting demonstrated professional competence,
knowledge, ethical practiceand commitmenttomaintaininghigh standards

within thediscipline. The distinction acknowledges DrItoo’s contribution
toand engagement with the biological sciences alongside his clinical and
public-health career.

Onthesamedate, DrItoo wasalsoawarded the designation of Chartered
Scientist (CSci) through the Science Council of the United Kingdom.
Chartered Scientistisarecognised professional designation for individuals
who demonstrate a high level of scientific knowledge, professional
competence and commitment to continuing professional development.
The conferment of CSci further strengthens Dr Itoo’s standing as a
medical professional with a multidisciplinary engagement extending
into scientific research and evidence-based practice.

These two UK professional distinctions add to Dr Itoo’s existing
portfolio of international qualifications, and further establish his
professional profile at the intersection of medicine, research and public
health.

Therecognition as both Chartered Biologist and Chartered Scientist
representsthe convergence of clinical expertise with scientific knowledge
and professional practice, highlighting his continued pursuit ofacademic
and professional excellence.

Expressinghis gratitude on the occasion, DrItoosaid thatthe conferment
ofthesedistinctions was bothanhonourandaresponsibility. He acknowledged
the support of his mentors, colleagues, family and well-wishers, while
reaffirminghis commitmenttoadvancing medicine, scientificresearch
and public health through lifelonglearning, professional excellence and
meaningful service to society.
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Voice To The Voiceless

Hajin Hosts a Celebration of Kashmirs Devotional Literary Heritage
47th Adabi Markaz Kamraz Conference brings poets, scholars and intellectuals

together to explore the spiritual and literary legacy of Sheikh-ul-Alam and Lal Ded

|

JAMEEL ANSARI !

HAJIN, SONAWARI, SEPTEMBER 5:The timeless spiritual
voice of Kashmir found renewed expression at Hajin on
Saturday as poets, writers, scholars and intellectuals
gathered for the 47th two-day Kashmiri Conference of
AdabiMarkaz Kamraz (AMK), turning the Higher Secondary
School premises into a vibrant forum for reflection on the
language, literature and cultural identity of Kashmir.
Organised with the support of J&K Bank and the J&K
Academy of Art, Culture and Languages, the conference
centred on the theme “The Role of Devotional Literature
in the Kashmiri Language,” bringing into focus a literary
tradition in which spirituality, philosophy, social thought
and poetic expression have remained deeply intertwined.
From its opening session, the conference carried an
atmosphere of both scholarship and cultural celebration.
The gathering witnessed the participation of hundreds
of poets, writers, researchers, intellectuals and literary
enthusiasts, reflecting the continuing emotional and
cultural attachment of the Kashmiri literary community
toits mother tongue and its centuries-old literary traditions.

In his inaugural address, AMK President Muhammad
Amin Butt called for sustained and organised efforts to
preserve and promote Kashmiri language and literature.
He emphasised that the survival of a language depends
not merely onits use in everyday communication but also
on conscious efforts to protect its literary heritage and
ensure its transmission to younger generations.

The inaugural session was presided over by retired
Justice Bashir Ahmad Karmani, with Dr Satish Vimal,
Manzoor Banahali and Pir Hafizullah Masoodi among
those present.One of the significant highlights of the
conference was the unveiling of the Kashmiri translation
of the Holy Quran by Muhammad Yousuf Paray. The
publication was presented as an important addition to
Kashmiri's literary and intellectual corpus and provided
particular significance toa conference devoted todevotional
literature.Delivering the keynote address, Dr Satish Vimal
explored the diverse dimensions of devotional expression
inKashmiriliterature. He highlighted the profound influence
of Sheikh-ul-Alam (RA) and Lal Ded, describing them as
towering spiritual personalities, thinkers and literary
figures whose words have continued to resonate across
generations.The intellectual engagement continued in
the second session, devoted to “Sheikh-ul-Alam and Lal
Ded: Tracing the Marks of Their Identity.” Dr G.N. Haleem,
Dr Satish Vimal and Shehbaz Hagbaari participated in the
discussion, examining the literary, philosophical and
spiritual dimensions of the two iconic figures and their
lasting contribution to the evolution of Kashmiri literary
thought The discussions underlined how the poetry and
sayings associated with Sheikh-ul-Alam and Lal Ded
transcend their historical periods, continuing to inform
Kashmir's understanding of spirituality, human values,
social consciousness and cultural identity.

The conference also celebrated the literary journey of
Adabi Markaz Kamraz with the unveiling of the Golden
Jubilee Special Issue of ‘Prav’, the organisation’s literary
magazine. The special issue marked animportant milestone
in the publication's journey and reflected the continuing
efforts of AMK to provide a platform for Kashmiri writers
and literary expression.

Another notable feature of the proceedings was the
Dastar Bandi ceremony of AMK Patron Dr Rafiq Masoodi,
which added a ceremonial dimension to the literary
gathering The conference also recognised contemporary
scholarship and contribution to Kashmiri literature. Dr
ljazMuhammad Sheikh, Head of the Department of Kashmiri
at the University of Kashmir, was conferred the “Khilat-
e-Hanafi Sopori Award 2026” by Majlis-un-Nisa Sopore
and Adabi Markaz Kamraz for his contribution to the
Kashmiri language and literature.Presenting the
organisation's annual report, AMK General Secretary
Shabnam Telgami highlighted the literary and cultural
activities undertaken by the organisation during the past
year, providing an overview of its efforts to strengthen
the institutional foundations of Kashmiriliterary activity.

The opening day was not confined to academic
deliberations. Itbegan ona cultural note witha captivating
performance by renowned folk singer Muhammad Aslam
Soodnari, whose traditional folk rendition transported
the audience into the rich world of Kashmir's oral and
folk traditions.

he proceedings, conducted by AMK Vice President
Shakir Shafi, thus brought together scholarship, poetry,
devotional thought, folk culture and literary recognition
under one roof.At a time when questions surrounding
the preservation and future of Kashmiri continue to occupy
publicand cultural discourse, the Hajin conference emerged
as more than an annual literary gathering. It provided a
platform for the Kashmiri literary community to revisit
the intellectual foundations of its language, celebrate its
spiritual inheritance and reflect on the responsibility of
carrying that heritage forward.

The conference will continue on Sunday with further
literary and academic sessions.
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