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Saptak Talwar leads strong field as
Rs1crore Bengaluru Open tees off at KGA

33,22 Crore Relief Dishursed
to Flood-Affected Families in
Rajouri: Omar Ahdullah

2185 crore restoration plan prepared
for 403 damaged roads and bridges

HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR SEPT 21 : IGP Kashmir
Sujit Kumar, IPS, chaired a security
review-cum-trafficmanagement meeting
with all stakeholders at PCR Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by the
DIG Traffic Jammu; DIG CKR Srinagar;
DIG Traffic Kashmir; DIsG CRPF North/
South Srinagar; DIG CRPF Ops Srinagar;
SSPPCRKashmir; SSPTraffic City Srinagar;
SSP Srinagar; SO to IGP Kashmir; SSP
CID SB (K); SSP CID CI (K); SP Cargo
Srinagar; all zonal SsP of Srinagar City;
and other officers.

At the outset, the participating <
officers briefed the IGP Kashmir on the ' Ol kA g 8
prevailing security scenario in their l A E
respective areas. They also shared their
inputs and suggestions, which were
discussed to identify gaps and further
improve traffic

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 21: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Monday informed the
Legislative Assembly that 3.22 crore had
beendisbursed among flood-affected families
in Rajouri constituency, whilea 185-crore
proposal had been prepared for permanent
restoration of403 damaged roadsand bridges.
He said 149 damage cases had been received
and temporary restoration of roads, bridges,
power and water supply infrastructure had
been completed. ChiefMinister Omar Abdullah
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4 irh ;}"‘ and Sustainable Food Systems at SKUAST,
o & Jammu.

: Expressing gratitude to Padma Shri Dr.
| Khadar Vali, popularly known as the “Millet
1 ManofIndia"and ShriUmendra Dutt of Kheti
2 Virasat Mission, the Lieutenant Governor
laudedtheireffortsin creatinganewawakening
4| through the Millets Mission in UT of Jammu

% Kashmir. He emphasized that the occasion
was not merely a seminar but a celebration
of a revolution rooted in India's villages.

The Lieutenant Governor said that the
pioneeringrole of the Hon'ble Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi, who declared millets
as “nutri-cereals” in2018 and gave them the
name Shree Anna, will be remembered by
history. Hon'ble Prime

s 1
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and build climate-resilient food systems.
Inaugurating the National Dialogue on Millets
for Health at SKUAST-Jammu, he said millet
cultivation could provide new opportunities
for small and marginal farmers, empower
women and help revive the rural economy.

The Lieutenant Governor, Shri Manoj

JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 21: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on Monday called for
wider adoption of millet cultivation and
consumption, saying the traditional crop can
strengthen farmers, promote healthy lifestyles
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Property Attached Under
NDPS Act in Mujgund
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today informed the Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly that a detailed assessment
of damage caused by the recent flash floods
and landslides in Rajouri constituency has
been carried out, with relief disbursed to
affected families and plans prepared for

BJP Will Raise Unresolved Public Issues: Sunil Sharma

LoP highlights concerns of workers, ASHA
and Anganwadi employees and JKSSB aspirants
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“Raise Public Issues Through
Question Hour, Not Placards': Choudhary

Deputy Chief Minister asks BJP to use Assembly pro-
ceedings to raise people’s concerns

relating to NHM employees, daily
wagers, health, education and other

SRINAGAR, SEP 21 : A residential
property belonging to a man booked
underthe NarcoticDrugsand Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act was inspected
andverified at CheckMujgund onMonday,
officials said.

permanent
infrastructure.
Replying to a question by MLA Rajouri
Iftikhar Ahmed during Question Hour of the
Autumn Session, the Chief Minister, who also
holds the portfolio of Disaster Management,

restoration of damaged

opening day of the session, the
BJP leader as per news agency
Kashmir News Service (KNS) said

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 21:
Leader of Opposition SunilSharma
on Monday said the BJP would

According to officials, the property, ‘ sectors could be taken up directly raise unresolved public issues Relief, Rehabilitation & Reconstruction, said
owned by Umer Ahmad Khanday, son =4 with the government inside the during the ongoing Autumn Session 149 family-wise cases pertaining to damages
of Nazir Ahmad Khanday, a resident of @ ; House. of the Jammu and Kashmir caused by flash floods and landslides had been
Check Mujgund, ): Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Legislative Assembly. He said received by the District Administration Rajouri.

Hesaid 40.61lakh had been disbursed
to the affected families of Rajouri constituency
under the prescribed SDRFnorms. In addition,

2.81 crore had been released to District
Rajouri from the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund
which hasbeen disbursed among the affected
families in accordance with the approved
norms.The Chief Minister said a preliminary
assessment of damage to roads and bridges
inRajouri district had been carried outand a
proposal for permanent restoration of 403
roads and bridges had been prepared at an
estimated costof 185 crore.

§224 MORE ONP 02|

Choudhary on Monday criticised
the BJP for staging a protest with
placards outside the Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative Assembly, saying
issues concerning employees and
the public should be raised through
questions and debates inside the
House.

Talking to reporters after
thefirstday ofthe Assembly’sautumn
sessionwas adjourned, Choudhary
said the Assembly meets afteragap
of six months and people expect
their concernstobe discussed when
the House is in session.

P22 MORE ONP 02

concerns of daily wagers,
contractualemployees, ASHAand
Anganwadi workers, besides the
demand for age relaxation for JKSSB
aspirants,would betakenupduring
the session.

Leader of Opposition in the
Jammu and Kashmir Legislative
Assembly, Sunil Sharma,on Monday
said people have high expectations
from the ongoing Autumn Session
and urged the government to
address issues that, he claimed,
have remained unresolved despite
repeated assurances.

Speaking to reporters on the

224 MORE ONP 02

GICSrinagar team
o  screens 95 children for
hearing, speech disorders

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES the government had made several
commitments to the people, but
many of the issues raised earlier
were still awaiting responses. He
described the current session as
animportant opportunity for the
government to respond to public
concerns and provide clarity on

pending matters.
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SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 21:
Deputy Chief Minister Surinder
Choudhary on Monday criticised
the BJP protestoutside the Legislative
Assembly, sayingissues concerning
employees and the public should
be raised through Question Hour
and Zero Hour. He said concerns
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SRINAGAR, SEP 21 :As many as 95
children with hearing and speech
impairments were screened during a
specialised medical programme

organised at Abhedananda Home here
by RehabNation Healthcare Foundation
ofIndiain collaboration with the home,
Department of Social Welfare, Kashmir,
and the Department of ENT, Government
Medical College (GMC) Srinagar.

The screening programme was
conducted by a specialist team from
the Department of

224 MORE ONP 02

Govt dismisses teacher
over POCS0, BNS case
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SRINAGAR, SEP 21 :The Jammuand
Kashmir government has dismissed a
Teacher Grade-II from service, citing a
caseregistered againsthimundervarious
provisionsof the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS),2023,and the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO)Act,2012.

According to a government order,
a copy of which was accessed by the
news agency—Kashmir News Observer

(KNO), the 1 MORE ON P 02)

o Empowering persons with
disabilities top priority for National
Conference: Tanvir Sadiq
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SRINAGAR, 21 SEP :: The Jammu &
Kashmir National Conference Chief
Spokesperson and MLA Zadibal Tanvir
Sadiq Monday distributed medals and
certificates of distinction among the
winners of the 8th Srinagar District
Sub-Junior, Junior and Senior Games
Championship for deaf and speech-
impaired athletes, held at Gindun Park,
Rajbagh, Srinagar.Ina statementissued

, Tanvir Sadiq said D5%) MORE ONP 02!
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J&K Has 39,07% Forest Cover, JKFDC Carries 2462 Crore Legacy Liabilities

Government outlines measures to improve timber operations and corporation’s finances

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 21: Jammu and
Kashmir has 39.07 per cent of its geographical
area under forest cover, while the Jammu and
Kashmir Forest Development Corporation has
liabilitiesexceeding 462 crore, the government
informed the Legislative Assembly. Citing the
India State Forest Report 2023, it said the
corporation was undertaking measures to
improve timber extraction, modernise operations
and strengthenits networkof timber sale depots.
Jammu and Kashmir has 39.07 per cent of its
geographical area under forest cover, even as

the state-run Jammu and Kashmir Forest
Development Corporation (JKFDC)is grappling
with legacy liabilities of over Rs 462 crore, the
governmentinformed the Legislative Assembly
on Monday.

Replying to a starred question by National
Conference MLA Banihal Sajjad Shaheen, the
Forest, Ecology and Environment Department
provided a detailed breakdown of the region's
forest resources, timber extraction, and the
financial health of the JKFDC.

Citing the India State Forest Report (ISFR)
2023, the government as per news agency Kashmir
News Service (KNS) stated that against a total

geographical areaof 54,634.12 sq.km, the total
forest coverinJ&Kisassessed at21,346.39 sq.km,
constituting 39.07 per cent of the digitized
geographical area. The estimated annual economic
potential of theseresources standsatRs 10,878.51
lakh.

Providingyear-wise data ontimberextraction
by the JKFDC, the government revealed that
while the corporation has been meeting its
extractiontargets, revenue realization has seen
asteady decline over the past three fiscal years.

In 2023-24, against an extraction target of
28.016 lakh cubic feet (cft), the JKFDC achieved
21.413lakhcft, realizing arevenue of Rs 13,329.54

lakh (including GST). However, in 2024-25,
despite a higher target of 30.772 lakh cft and
an increased achievement of 22.483 lakh cft,
revenue dropped to Rs 10,759.57 lakh. The
downward trend continued in 2025-26, with
the corporation achieving 26.643 lakh cft against
a target of 30.770 lakh cft, realizing only Rs
10,702.36 lakh.

Addressing questions regarding the financial
health of the JKFDC, the government admitted
thatthe corporation operates ona Grant-in-Aid
model, withall revenues deposited directly into

the Government
P24 MORE ON P 02|
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Rehabilitation Council

Approves 212.95 Crore Welfare Plan

Around 1,500 motorised tricycles proposed;
400 children to undertake national exposure visits

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, : Chief Secretary Atal
Dulloo on Monday approved proposals
worth ¥12.95 crore for mobility
assistance and youth outreach under
the J&KRehabilitation Council during
2026-27.The planincludes procurement
of around 1,500 motorised tricycles
for eligible specially-abled persons
and national exposure visits for 400
children from vulnerable and
economically weaker sections.

Y LtGenMohit Seth to Take Over as
GOC White Knight Corps on October 1

He will succeed Lt Gen P K Mishraas
commander of the Jammu-based formation

command

Lieutenant General Mohit Seth
willtake overas General Officer
Commanding of the White
Knight Corps at Nagrota on
October 1, succeeding Lt Gen
P K Mishra. Lt Gen Seth,
presently Commandant of the
Indian Military Training Team
inBhutan, has held several key
and  staff
appointments, including GOC
ofthe Counter-Insurgency Force

HTNEWSDESK /AGENCIES ~ White Knight Corps, based at
Nagrota in Jammu.
JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 21: Official sources told news

agency Kashmir News Service
(KNS) that he will succeed Lt
Gen P K Mishra on October 1
in a baton handing ceremony.
Lt Gen Mishra will move to a
new posting.

Lt Gen Seth has held key
command and  staff
appointments, includingas GOC
ofthe Counter-Insurgency Force
Kilo.Heis presently serving as
Commandant of the Indian

Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo today
chaired the 12th Executive Council
Meeting of the J&K Rehabilitation
Council for Orphans, Women and

Disabled Persons to review its

functioning, achievements and action
plan for 2026-27.

The Meeting besides the
Commissioner Secretary, Social Welfare
Departmentwasattended by Secretary

in Social Welfare Department; DG,
Budget; and Executive Director,
Rehabilitation Council here The meeting
reviewed major

2% MORE ONP 02 D

Kilo.

): Lieutenant General Mohit
Seth will take over as the new
General-Officer-Commanding
(GOC)ofthe strategically vital

Military Training Team
(IMTRAT), the Indian Army's
training establishment in
Bhutan.
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|GP Kashmi reviews

management and security arrangements.

The existing city security grid and
deployment of personnel were reviewed,
with particular emphasis onrealigning naka
points wherever required to enhance security
coverage and reduce traffic congestion. The
meeting focused on ensuring the smooth
flow of vehicular traffic without compromising
the existing security grid.

IGPKashmir directed theimplementation
of security arrangements across intra-zone,
inter-zone, inter-district and peripheral areas.
Sujit Kumar further directed that check posts
at the entry and exit points of Srinagar City
be reinforced, with seamless coordination
and real-time information sharing among
the Traffic Police, District Police and naka
points to facilitate effective monitoring and
a swift response.

IGP Kashmir also stressed the need to
leverage technology to improve traffic
regulation, surveillance, coordination and
information sharing, thereby making traffic
and security arrangements more effective.

The meeting concluded with the IGP
Kashmir reiterating the importance of
continuous review, close coordination and
the professional execution of security and
trafficcmanagement measures, with a focus
onpublicsafety and minimising inconvenience
to commuters.(KNS)

Property Attached

comprises aresidential house builton 18
marlas of land under Survey No. 260-Min.

The property had been attached under
Section 68-F of the NDPS Act, 1985, in
connection with FIR No. 43/2023 registered
under Sections 8/21 and 29 of the NDPS Act
at Police Station Shalteng.

The attachment was carried out by the
Competent Authority under the provisions
of the NDPS Act, officials said.

The inspection and verification of the
property were conducted on September 21
at around 12:10 pm.(KNS)

GMC Srinagar

ENT, GMC Srinagar, led by Dr Jasif Ahmed,
Associate Professor, GMC Srinagar.

The team carried out detailed clinical
assessments of the children and identified
those requiring further medical attention.
Following the screening, two children were
advised referral for further evaluation and
appropriate management.

RehabNation said early identification of
hearing and speech-related difficulties can
have a significant bearing on a child's
communication, learning, participationand
overall development, while timely screening
and referral can help ensure that children
receive appropriate supportat the right stage.

The foundation expressed appreciation
to GMC Srinagar for its prompt response,
professional support and coordination in
facilitating the screening programme.

It also acknowledged the support of the
Principal, Administrator and Head of the
Department of ENT, GMC Srinagar, for
facilitating the collaboration and ensuring
the availability of specialist services.

RehabNation also thanked Dr Mudasir
Ahmed, Principal, Abhedananda Home, for
his support, coordinationand efforts toensure
that the children had access to specialist
screeningservicesinasupportive environment.

Theinitiative, according tothe foundation,
is part of its efforts to bring healthcare and
rehabilitation services closer to childrenand
communities requiring such support and to
strengthen partnerships with public health
institutions and specialised care providers.

RehabNation Healthcare Foundation of
Indiasaid it remains committed to developing
collaborative models connecting healthcare,
rehabilitation and community-based support,
with the objective of helping children
communicate, learn, participate and reach
their full potential.(KNS)

Govt dismisses

Government said it was satisfied, after
considering the facts and circumstances of
the case, including the registration of FIR
under Sections 61(2), 65(1), 90,91 and 92 of
the BNS, 2023, and Sections 4, 6,8,10and 17
of the POCSO Act, 2012, that the activities of
the Teacher Grade-II at Government Middle
School, Bumalpora, Gurinalla,Zone Inderwal,
District Kishtwar, warranted the imposition
of a major penalty.

The order said the case of the teacher,
who was under suspension, was placed before
the competent authority, which, after due
consideration of all facts and circumstances,
decided to impose the major penalty of
dismissal from service, which ordinarily
disqualifies him from future employment.

The Government said the penalty was
imposed under sub-clause (b) of the proviso
toclause (2)of Article 311 of the Constitution
of India read with Rule 30 (viii) of the J&K
Civil Services (Classification, Control and
Appeal) Rules, 1956, considering that it was
notreasonably practicable to hold anenquiry
inthe case and that his continued employment
would be detrimental to the interests of the
Government and erode public trust in
Government institutions.

The order further stated that, in exercise
of the powers under the provisions, the
Government imposed the major penalty of

@® 00 @

dismissal from service, with disqualification
fromany future employment in Government
service of the UT of J&K, upon Khalid Hussain,
Teacher Grade-II, presently posted at
Government Middle School, Bumalpora,
Gurinalla,Zone Inderwal, District Kishtwar.
Theorderidentified himas the son of Ghulam
Mohd and a resident of Gurinalla, Chatroo,
District Kishtwar—(KNO)

Empowering persons

that the National Conference has always
championed the cause of a dignified life
and equal opportunities for every vulnerable
and marginalised section of society. He said
that providing persons with disabilities with
meaningful opportunities in education,
employment, skill development, financial
assistance and sports is essential to enable
them to become self-reliant, empowered
and active members of society.

He said that the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities frameworkinJammuand Kashmir
contains provisions for reservation in
government employment and higher
education, along with inclusive education
and equal opportunities in sports. These
measures, he said, reflect the party’s
longstanding commitment towards the
empowermentand socialinclusion of persons
with disabilities.

Tanvir Sadiq said that the Omar Abdullah-
led government is taking the needs and
concernsof persons with disabilities seriously
andisworking towards further strengthening
their welfare, social inclusion and access to
adignified life. He said he would raise their
issues and demands with Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah to further improve their
access to education, financial assistance,
skill development, employment and other
essential services.

Welcoming the approval by the Omar
Abdullah government of free travel on
government transport for persons with
disabilities, he said the initiative fulfils the
government’s budgetary commitmentand
represents an important step towards
inclusive and people-oriented governance.
Under the facility, persons with disabilities
will be able to travel free of cost on JKRTC
buses as well as Jammu and Srinagar Smart
City e-buses.

The National Conference Chief
Spokespersonsaid sports play animportant
role in building confidence, courage and
self-reliance among persons with disabilities.
He stressed the need to expand sports
opportunities, training facilities, appropriate
infrastructure and encouragement
programmes at the district and provincial
levels sothat suchathletes can further hone
their talents and bring laurels to Jammu
and Kashmir at national and international
platforms.

Tanvir Sadiq congratulated all the
participatingathletes, their parents, coaches
and organisers and said that recognising
the abilities of persons with disabilities and
respecting their dignity, aspirations and
determination s a collective responsibility
of society. (KNS)

Food of the

Minister's initiatives led to the United
Nations declaring 2023 as the International
Year of Millets, bringing global recognition
to India’s traditional wisdom.

Tracing the heritage of millets, the
Lieutenant Governor noted that sorghum,
pearlmillet, finger millet, kodo millet, little
millet, foxtail millet, and barnyard millet
have nourished generations of farmers and
families. Once sidelined as “food of the poor,”
millets are now reclaiming their place at
the intersection of tradition and modern
science. Hereiterated the ancient wisdom—
“AnnamBrahma”-foodis divine, and healthy
food builds healthy citizens, strong societies,
and resilient nations.

“The experts are aware that millets
nourished the families of small and marginal
farmersindifferent parts of the country for
many decades. Atthattime, modernirrigation
facilities were not available. Marginal farmers
had neitheraccess to fertilisers nor accurate
weather forecasts. However, millet crops
did not require these to the same extent,
because they could grow even in the most
difficult weather conditions and provide
support to families.

Today, science is understanding this
traditional wisdom through new research
and evidence. Countries across the world
thatare facingthe challenge of climate change
arealsorealising that the food of the future
will not merely be food that can be produced
inlarge quantities.It willhave tobe nutritious,
profitable for farmers and sustainable for
the planet,” he said.

Highlighting the relevance of millets
forJammuKashmir, the Lieutenant Governor
underscored that over 80% of the region’s
farmers are small and marginal, dependent
on uncertain weather. Millets, requiring
less water and fewer inputs, offer them
confidence and sustainability. He urged
farmers to embrace millet cultivation as a
pathwaytoself-reliance and resilience against
climate change.

“Isee the Millets Mission as the greatest
hope for the smallest farmerin our villages.
Under the Holistic Agriculture Development
Plan, we prepared a strategy 3-4 years ago
to ensure the health of future generations,

the prosperity of our farmers and the
protection of our earth.

Ibelieve that millet cultivation can give
marginal farmersin Jammu Kashmiranew
sense of confidence while also helping reduce
the risks associated with farming. On this
occasion, Iwould like to tell all our marginal
farmers that although the size of your
landholding may be small, your contribution
to building a self-reliant Jammu Kashmir
can never be small," he said.

TheLieutenant Governor alsoemphasized
the health benefits of millets, noting their
dietary fibre, low glycaemicindex,and rich
nutrients suchasiron, calcium, magnesium,
and zinc. He called upon citizens to bring
millet-based foods like bajrarotis, ragidishes,
and barnyard millet rice back to their plates
tocombat lifestyle diseases such as diabetes,
obesity, and hypertension.

On the economic front, the Lieutenant
Governor highlighted the Hon'ble Prime
Minister’s vision of creating amillet economy
from farm to market.

“WithIndia producing 18 million tonnes
of millets in 2024-25 and accounting for
38% of global production, the importance
ofvalue-added millet productsisimmense.
We must encourage women'’s self-help groups
and youngentrepreneursin Jammu Kashmir
to innovate with millet-based enterprises,
packaging, and branding under initiatives
like One District, One Product,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor urged all
stakeholdersincluding farmers, researchers,
doctors, entrepreneurs, and citizens, to make
food systems diverse, nutritious, sustainable,
and resilient.

“I call upon every household to give
millet products a place on their plate and
strengthen farmers, empower women, and
ensure a healthier future for generations. I
also want all of you to carry this message
to the villages that millets are not merely
aheritage of the pastbut they are astrategy
for the future of Jammu Kashmir. Let us
work together to ensure that every village
has opportunities and future generations
inherit a healthy planet,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

Ontheoccasion, the Lieutenant Governor
released several publications including ‘A
Laboratory Manual on Soil Microbiology’;
‘Fundamentals of Geographical Information
Systems and Remote Sensing’,and ‘Package
of Practices for Minor Millets’.

Padam Shri Dr Khadar Vali; Prof BN
Tripathi, Vice Chancellor, SKUAST Jammu;
ShriUmendraDutt, Executive Director, Kheti
Virasat Mission; Dr. Anjani Kumar, IFPRI;
Prof. SK Gupta Director Research, SKUAST
Jammu; experts, policy makers, researchers;
senior officials, progressive farmers, agri-
preneurs, members of Self-Help Groups,
faculty and students attended the inaugural
ceremony.

3.22Crore

On the power infrastructure, he said
damage amounting to  27.99 crore had
beenassessed inRajouridistrict due to heavy
rains and flash floods during July 2026, of
which  9.39 crore pertained to Rajouri
constituency.

He said temporary restoration of power
supply had been undertaken through
installation of an Emergency Restoration
System (ERS) tower on the 132 KV Rajouri-
Draba transmission line. The tendering
process for its permanent restorationis under
way.

The Chief Minister furtherinformed the
House that  1.25 crore had been received
under SDRF for temporary restoration of
power supply in Rajouri district. Of this,

57.60 lakh had been allocated to Rajouri
constituency, while the remaining amount
was distributed among other affected
constituencies of the district.

Asregards agriculturallosses, the Chief
Minister said the Agriculture Department
had assessed crop damage during Kharif
2026 through field-level verification. Maize
was affected over 416 hectares, with 15 per
cent damage assessed, while paddy was
affected over 101.50 hectares, with 65 per
cent damage assessed.

He said the Jal Shakti and Public Works
(R&B) Departments had also carried out
detailed assessments of damage to water
supply, irrigation and road infrastructure
in the constituency.

The Chief Minister said all damaged
roads, bridges, water supply and power
supply schemeshadbeentemporarilyrestored
withinone month. Detailed Project Reports
for permanentrestoration had been prepared
and were under consideration.

He further stated that flood-prone
electrical infrastructure would be
strengthened and realigned wherever
required to enhance its resilience against
future eventualities. Adequate spares would
also be kept available for immediate
restoration of the electrical infrastructure
in case of future damage or disruption.

On the demand for enhancement of
compensation under SDRF for damaged
houses, agricultural land, commercial
establishments and other properties, the
Chief Minister said revision of SDRF
compensation norms falls within the purview
ofthe Ministry of Home Affairs, Government
of India.

J&KHas

Treasury through the office of the PCCF
& HoFF, J&K.

While the net profit of the corporation
was recorded at Rs 1,402.29 lakh as per the
balance sheet for 2022-23, the government
disclosed a staggering liability burden. As
per the balance sheet, the total liabilities
stand atRs46,270.68 lakh (over Rs 462 crore).
Thisincludesalegacy governmentloanand
interest ofRs6,213.66 lakh from the erstwhile
State Forest Corporation, a liability of Rs
1,234.17 lakh pursuant to a Supreme Court
order, and a massive royalty payable of Rs
38,822.85 lakh—all inherited from the pre-
reorganization State Forest Corporation.

Acknowledging the corporation'sinability
toachieveits full timber extraction potential
and become financially self-sustaining, the
government outlined a series of corrective
measures toimprove operational efficiency
and boost revenue.

The JKFDC has instructed its field staff
toexplore potential catchment areas tobring
more markings and coupes under operation,
withexisting humanresourcesto be utilized
rationally. The corporation is also working
in close coordination with the Territorial
Wing to increase marking volumes.

Furthermore, the government said the
JKFDCis focusing onmodernizing its timber
extractionand transportation mechanisms.
Plansinclude regulating mechanical cutters
and encouraging the use of skylines and
aerial ropeways where feasible. To penalize
delays in extraction, penalties will be
considered and implemented by the Board
of Directors in letter and spirit.

Additionally, to make timber available
tothe publicat cheaperrates, the corporation
plans to strengthen its depot network by
opening additional timber sale depots at
suitable locations beyond the existing ones
in Jammu and Srinagar. (KNS)

Lt Gen Mohit

An alumnus of the National Defence
Academy (NDA) and the National Defence
College (NDC),Lt Gen Seth was commissioned
into the 3 Madras Regiment in 1991. He has
also served as Indian Army Liaison Officer
atthe High Commission of Indiain the United
Kingdom.

The White Knight Corps coverstheregion
southofthe Pir Panjal range, extending from
the Pir Panjal and Shivalik ranges to the
plains of Jammu and Akhnoor.

It is responsible for guarding the
International Border and the Line of Control
(LoC), besides conducting intensive counter-
terrorismand counter-insurgency operations
inJammu, Rajouri, Poonch and the erstwhile
Doda districts, officials said. (KNS)

Rehabhilitation Council

welfare interventions undertakenduring
the previous financial year and approved
anexpanded roadmap focused onimproving
mobility and self-reliance among specially-
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abled persons besides providing greater
national exposure and opportunities to
children from vulnerable and economically
weaker sections.

A major focus of the meeting was the
free distribution of retrofitted motorized
tricycles to eligible orthopedically disabled
persons of J&K. The initiative prioritizes
students, girl students, artisans and small
vendors who possess a Priority Household
(PHH) ration card and have at least 40 per
cent locomotor disability.

It was given out by the Commissioner
Secretary, SWD, Sarmad Hafeez that during
2025-26, against an approved proposal of

13 crore, the Social Welfare Department
released  11.05 crore under the CAPEX
Budget tothe State Motor Garages Department
for procurement of around 1,284 motorized
tricycles atanapproximate costof 86,000
per unit through the Government
e-Marketplace (GeM).

Similarly for 2026-27, the Council has
proposed  12.95 crore for procurement of
around 1,500 units, withaninitial 4crore
already released after completion of
mandatory codal formalities by the
Department.

The Chief Secretary also reviewed the
implementation ofthe ‘WatanKoJano' Youth
Exchange Programme, being fully funded
and supported by the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA), Government of India, since
2012.

The programme provides children and
youth from vulnerable sections, including
children of militancy-hit victims, specially-
abled children and those belonging to
economically weaker sections,anopportunity
to experience the cultural diversity and
developmental progress of different parts
of the country.

Under the programme, the Executive
Director of the Council divulged thataround
250 children from EWS families, studying
ingovernment schools and residingin Palash
and Parisha Homes managed by the Social
Welfare Department, undertook a visit to
Lucknow and New Delhi in April 2026,
accompanied by 23 coordinators. During
thevisit, the children also had the opportunity
to meet and interact with the President of
India and Vice President of India.

Moreover, building on theinitiative, the
Council is going to take more 400 children
on national exposure visits in two phases
during 2026-27, covering the Mumbai-New
Delhi and Jaipur-New Delhi circuits, with
funding already secured from the MHA.

The ChiefSecretarydirected the concerned
departments to fast-track procurement and
implementation processes while maintaining
complete transparency and adherence to
prescribed procedures.

He also stressed maximizing outreach
and ensuring that welfare schemes translate
intotangible benefits for eligible beneficiaries
at the grassroots level, with particular
attentiontoempowermentandsocialinclusion
of vulnerable sections across the cross section
of the society here.
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Javid Dar inaugurates zonal workshop on
Natlonal Supportlve Superwsmn Framework

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 21:
Minister for Agriculture Production,
Rural Development and Panchayati
Raj, Cooperative and Election
Department, Javid Ahmad Dar, today
inaugurated the zonal workshop on
the National Supportive Supervision
Framework (NSSF) under the
Deendayal AntyodayaYojana-National
Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-
NRLM).

The four day workshop brought
together representatives and
stakeholders from Jammu & Kashmir,
Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Punjab and Haryana.
The initiative is aimed at providing
a common platform for reviewing
the progress of Cluster Level
Federations (CLFs), identifying
institutional gaps and evolving State-
specificstrategies for strengthening
the community institutions.

The National Supportive
Supervision Framework, developed
under DAY-NRLM, seeks to provide
astructured and outcome-oriented
approach fornurturing CLFs towards

(B ‘xeme mbr_-r 2026 |

PARTICIPATING ST

greater institutional maturity,
financial sustainability and self-
reliance. The framework places
emphasis on state ownership,
structured accompaniment, peer
learningand a progressive transition
from national-level support towards
autonomous  community-led
institutions.

The workshop deliberated upon
the existing status of CLFs and Model
CLFs,gap analysisagainst prescribed
criteria, cross-State peer learning,

State-specificand time-bound action
plans, strengthening of the MSRP/
SRP-CLF support architecture,
capacity-building requirements,
systems and documentation, besides
establishing robust monitoring and
follow-up mechanisms.

It was informed that DAY-NRLM
has established a vast institutional
ecosystem of approximately 34,000
CLFs, federating more than 10 crore
ruralwomen through Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) across the country. The next

phase of the Missionis being focused
on moving beyond mere institution
formation towards developing
community-governed, financially
sustainable and autonomous
institutions capable of driving rural
transformation from within.
Thenational framework envisages
expanding the number of Model CLFs
fromapproximately 10,000t020,000
by 2031, with around 500 CLFs
proposed to be nurtured as Model
CLFimmersionsites during FY 2026-

27. For Zone 3, comprising the six
participating States/UTs, 53 Model
CLF immersion sites have been
identified as the target for FY 2026-
27.Addressing the gathering, Javid
Ahmad Dar said that DAY-NRLM has
evolved farbeyond the conventional
paradigm of poverty alleviation,
emergingasapowerful institutional
framework for women-led socio-
economic transformation in rural
India. He said the Mission has created
a nationwide ecosystem in which
ruralwomenare increasingly moving
beyond the role of beneficiaries to
become partners in development,
entrepreneurs, producers, service
providers and community leaders.
The Minister noted that more
than 10 crore rural women are now
part of over 93 lakh SHGs across the
countrywhile cumulative bank credit
accessed by SHGs has crossed 13
lakhcrore.Javid Darsaid theemergence
of more than 3 crore Lakhpati Didis
is an important reflection of the
growing capacity of women-led
institutions to translate collective
action, financial inclusion and
livelihood interventions.

DC Anantnag reviews solid waste
management, parking facilities, drain-

DC Budgam reviews NABARD-

n @headllnestoday

u @headllnestodaynews

age arrangements in urban areas

B HT News Network

ANANTNAG, SEPTEMBER
21: Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Anantnag, Dr. Bilal Mohiuddin
Bhat, today chaired a meeting
at the DC Office to review the
status of solid waste
management, cleanliness and
sanitation initiatives, parking
facilities, drainage
arrangements, and street-light
infrastructure in urban areas
of the district.

Detailed discussions on
urban parking-related issues,
drainagearrangements,ongoing
parking and beautification
projects, and initiatives key to
solid and liquid waste
management were held onthe
occasion.

The meeting was attended
by Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC), Dr.
Muzamil Magbool; Chief
Planning Officer(CPO), Tawseef

Ahmad:; AssistantCommissioner
Revenue (ACR), Tariq Ahmad
Malik; Assistant Commissioner
Panchayat (ACP), Executive
Engineer UEED, ChiefExecutive
Officer MCA, Executive Officers

of wvarious  Municipal
Committees, and other
concerned officers.

At the outset, the EOs of
Urban Local Bodies briefed the
Deputy Commissioner on the
existing civic infrastructure
and the measures being
undertaken to ensure

cleanliness, proper sanitation,
and effective solid waste
managementintheirrespective
jurisdictions. The meeting was
informed that door-to-door
collection of solid wasteis being
carried outacross the Municipal
Committees through dedicated
vehicles.

The officers apprised the
chairof the functioning of Solid
Waste Treatment Plants (STPs)
inULBsand the measuresbeing
taken forthe proper collection
and management of solid and
liquid waste.

During the meeting, the
Deputy Commissioner reviewed
the action taken by the ULBs
toimprovesanitationandensure
proper waste disposal. He
stressed the need for sustained
cleanliness drives, effective
monitoring of waste collection
and transportation,and timely
garbage disposal to keep public
spaces clean and hygienic.

Funded Development Pl“O]ECtS

B HT News Network

BUDGAM, SEPTEMBER 21:
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Budgam, Athar Aamir Khan,
today chaired a meeting to
review the physical and
financial ~ progress  of
development projects being
executedin thedistrictunder
the Rural Infrastructure
Development Fund (RIDF) of
NABARD.

During the meeting, a
comprehensive review of 90
projects sanctioned under
RIDF-XXV to RIDF-XXXI was
undertaken. It was informed
that 68 projects have been
completed, while 15
connectivity projects are
presently under execution.

The meeting reviewed the
progress of major road and
bridge projects being
implemented through theR&B
Divisions of Budgam, Chadoora,
Beerwah and Charar-i-Sharief.

The Deputy Commissioner

took a detailed assessment of
the status of ongoing works
and directed the concerned
officers to ensure timely
completion of the projects.

The meeting was also
informed about the progress
of the Kutbal-YousmargRoad,
Kanidajan-Pehlipora-Seklu
Road andHanjigund-Chadoora
diversion road-cum-bridge.
The DCdirected the concerned
departmentstoensure timely
completion of all requisite
formalities and expedite
execution of the works.

The meeting further
reviewed eight new high-
priorityroadandbridge projects

sanctioned under NABARD
RIDF-XXXII for 2026-27,
coveringimportantconnectivity
works in Nasrullahpora,
Farshangipora, Beerwah,
Charar-i-Sharief, Chadooraand
Khansahibareas.Administrative
Approval has been accorded
for seven projects, while the
remaining project is under
process.Emphasizing the
importance ofimproved rural
connectivityforsocio-economic
development and tourism,
particularly in areas such as
Tosamaidan, Doodhpathriand
Yousmarg, the Deputy
Commissioner directed the
concerned Executive Engineers.

Autumn Session 2026
Minister Javid Dar introduces
Bill to amend J&K Cooperative

Societies Act
B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 21: Minister for Coperatives,
Javid Ahmad Dar today introducedin the Legislative Assembly
aBill seeking to amend the Jammu and Kashmir Cooperative
Societies Act, 1989.

"A Bill to amend the Jammu and Kashmir Cooperative
Societies Act, 1989, to repeal the Jammu and Kashmir Self
Reliant Cooperative Act, 1999 and to provide transitional
arrangement of self-reliant cooperatives under the Jammu
and Kashmir Cooperative Societies Act, 1989 and for matters
connected or incidental thereto. (LA. Bill No.9 of 2026),”
already published in an extraordinary issue of the Official
Gazette.

DDC Kulgam reviews implementa-
tion of Solid Waste Management
Rules 2026 in district
B Farooq Rather

KULGAM, SEPTEMBER 21: A review meeting on the
implementation of Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026
was held today at Kulgam and was presided over by the
District Development Commissioner (DDC), Shahzad Alam.

The meeting was convened to assess the progress made
by various departments and Urban Local Bodies towards
effective solid waste management and to identify areas
requiring further improvement.

The officers of the concerned RDD and Executive Officers
of all Municipal Council/Committees apprised the meeting
of the latest status, achievements, ongoing activities and
issues requiring intervention.

Importantaspects of solid waste management, including
registration and management of Bulk Waste Generators,
inspection and functioning of Waste Processing Plants,
four-way segregation of waste at source and the status of
retrofitting of door-to-door collection vehicles,implementation
of the Single-Use Plastic Portal and enforcement of penalties
against violations and seized plastic, capacity-building
programmes and preparedness for implementation of the
SWM Rules, 2026 were reviewed in the meeting.

The DDC stressed the need for strict enforcement of
rules, source segregation, efficient door-to-door collection,
scientific processing and disposal of waste, besides
strengthening coordination between Urban Local Bodies
and Rural development.

The meeting was attended by ACD, Bilal Ahmad Kamgar;
CPO, Malik Suhail; CEO MCKulgam, Mohammad Irfan,BDO's
and other officers and representatives of MCs.

UTLIMC reviews progress on PACS
computerisation, directs timely comple-
tion of remaining deliverables

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 21:
Commissioner Secretary Cooperative,
Yasha Mudgal, today chaired the 12th
meeting of the Union Territory Level
Implementation and Monitoring
Committee (UTLIMC) to review the
progress on the Centrally Sponsored
Project for Computerisation of Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) in
the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by the
Registrar, Cooperative Societies, J&K;
Deputy General Manager, NABARD;
Managing Director, J&K State Cooperative
Training Board (JKSTCBY); representatives
of the System Integrator and Managing
Directorsofthe District Central Cooperative
Banks (DCCBs).

During the meeting, the System
Integrator made a detailed PowerPoint
presentation before the Committee,
apprising the members of the overall

@® 00 @

progress of the PACS Computerisation
Project, the status of implementation
across the Union Territory. The presentation
also highlighted the activities presently
underwayand theareasrequiring focused
attention for timely completion of the
remaining targets.

Reviewingthe progress, Yasha Mudgal
directed the SystemIntegratorto maintain
the momentum of implementation and
ensure completion of all assigned
deliverables within the stipulated
timelines. She emphasized that the
approved implementation schedule must
be adhered to strictly and all necessary
measures should be taken to prevent
delays in completion of the remaining
activities.

The Commissioner Secretary stressed
that the objective of the project should
gobeyond mereinstallation or deployment
of the computerised system and should
culminate in its effective adoption and
utilisation by PACS. She emphasized that

the computerisation initiative should
facilitate improvementin the day-to-day
functioning of PACS and enable them to
provide more efficient and transparent
services to their members.

She underscored the importance of
closeand continuous coordinationamong
the Cooperative Department, Registrar
Cooperative Societies, NABARD, DCCBs,
System Integrator and other stakeholders

for timely resolution of field-level issues
and smoothimplementationofthe project.

YashaMudgal also stressed the need
for proper monitoring and verification
of the progress reported against each
milestone and deliverable. She directed
that completed activities must be duly
verified and supported by appropriate
records and documentation to ensure
that the actual status ofimplementation
remains clearly ascertainable.

The Commissioner Secretary called
uponallstakeholderstosustainthe present
momentum, adhere to the approved
timelines and ensure timely completion
and verification of all remaining
deliverables. She reiterated that
coordinated, time-bound and result-
oriented efforts by all implementing
agencies are essential for achieving the
approved objectives of the PACS
Computerisation Project and ensuring
its effective implementation across the
Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

District-Level NCORD

meeting held in Budgam

DC stresses coordinated action against drug abuse

H HT News Network

BUDGAM, SEPTEMBER 21: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Budgam, Athar Aamir
Khan, along with SSP Budgam, Hariprasad
KK today chaired the 51st District-Level
Narcotics Coordination Committee (NCORD)
meeting at the Conference Hall, Budgam.

The Deputy Commissioner took detailed
review of measures for preventionand control
of drug abuse in the district.

-
At the outset, the DC reviewed ==

enforcement, awareness, treatment and
rehabilitationmeasures and called for stronger
coordination among all concerned
departments.

He directed intensified IEC activities,
particularly among youth, students and
vulnerable groups, besides strict vigilaround
educationalinstitutionsand othervulnerable
areas.

The DC called for firm action against
drug peddling and directed timely
identification, counselling, treatment,
rehabilitation and follow-up of persons
affected by drug abuse. He also directed
intensified action againstillegal cultivation
of cannabis, poppy and other prohibited
crops through coordinated field efforts.

Reviewing chemist shops, the DCstressed
strictmonitoring, 100 per cent CCTV coverage
and computerised billing, withactionagainst

violations as per law.

SSP Budgam stressed sustained
enforcement and close inter-departmental
coordination to strengthen the anti-drug
campaign.

Themeetingwasattended by ADCBudgam
Mehraj-ud-Din Shah, SDMs, Chief Education
Officer, Chief Agriculture Officer, DFO, ARTO,
CMO, District Social Welfare Officer, officers
from the Health Department and other
concerned departments. SSPBudgam stressed
sustained enforcement and close inter-
departmental coordination to strengthen
the anti-drug campaign.

Themeetingwasattended by ADCBudgam
Mehraj-ud-Din Shah, SDMs, Chief Education
Officer, Chief Agriculture Officer, DFO, ARTO,
CMO, District Social Welfare Officer, officers
from the Health Department and other
concerned departments.
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NRLM’s Four-Day Regional Workshop
on NSSF begins in Srinagar

Focus on strengthening CLFs, promoting self-reliant women-led community institutions

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 21: A four-
day Regional Workshop on the National
Supportive Supervision Framework
(NSSF),Zone-3, commenced in Srinagar
today, focusing on strengthening women-
led community institutions and
enhancing their sustainability.

Hosted by the Jammu & Kashmir
Rural Livelihoods Mission (JKRLM) under
DAY-NRLM, the workshop brings together
NRLM officers and representatives from
State Rural Livelihoods Missions of
participating States.

Amit Shukla, Joint Secretary (Rural
Livelihoods-I), Ministry of Rural
Development, inaugurated the event
virtually. He emphasized shifting from
institutional scale to maturity, setting
amilestone-based goalto develop 5,000
self-reliant Swawalambi Cluster Level
Federations (CLFs)across blocks by 2031.

Dr. Monika B, Deputy Secretary,
RuralLivelihoods, highlighted that CLFs
must evolve into self-sustaining units.
She stressed that these groups should
independently build leadership and
mobilize resources rather than rely on
continuous external support.

Raman Wadhwa, Deputy Director
of DAY-NRLM, discussed the potential

of CLFs to implement the SHE LIFE
programme. He noted that their
grassroots networks can translate
national policies into coordinated
community action.

Welcomingthe participants, Mission
Director JKRLM, Dr. Shubhra Sharma,

said the workshop providesanimportant
platform for collectivelearning, sharing
of experiences and effective
implementation of the NSSF.

The framework aims to strengthen
Cluster Level Federations (CLFs) through
supportive supervision, with focus on

governance, human resources, financial
self-reliance, member outcomes and
social agency, enabling them to evolve
into autonomous and self-reliant
institutions.

Theinaugural sessionalso featured
a documentary highlighting JKRLM’s
achievementsinwomen’sempowerment,
entrepreneurship and sustainable
livelihoods.

The four-day workshop willinclude
technical sessions by national-level
experts from DAY-NRLM focusing on
strengthening linkages among SHGs,
Village Organisations, Producer Groups,
FPOs, government departments and
local markets and communities in a
coordinated and sustainable manner.

The inaugural ceremony was
attended by Dr. Shubhra Sharma, Mission
Director JKRLM; Syed Sajad Qadri, Mission
DirectorLadakhRuralLivelihood Mission;
Dr. Jui Bhattacharya, National Mission
Manager; Anshuman Singh, National
program Manager; Syed Naseer,
Additional Mission Director JKRLM
(Kashmir), besides Participants from
SixStatesand UnionTerritories, including
Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Punjab,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, are taking part in the
workshop.

Empowering persons

Mission Shakti Budgam organises

Civil Administration, Indian Army conduct

Mega Cleanliness Drive in Tangdhar
RDD launches door-to-door waste collection campaign

B HT News Network

KUPWARA, SEPTEMBER 21: In a major
community-driven initiative towardsimproving
sanitation and promoting responsible waste
management, the Civil Administration Karnah,
incollaboration with the Indian Army, conducted
a Mega Cleanliness Drive in Tangdhar town
today, bringing together government departments,
localinstitutionsand community stakeholders.

The drive witnessed active participation
from Beopar Mandal Karnah, ex-servicemen,
students, government officials, Numberdars,
Chowkidars, former PRI members and other
stakeholders, reflectinga collective commitment
towards a cleaner and healthier Karnah.

The Commander, 104 Infantry Brigade; SDM
Karnah; Tehsildar Karnah; and BDO Tangdhar/
Teethwal along with officers and officials of
various departments, remained present during
the drive.

Alongside the Mega Cleanliness Drive, the
Rural Development Department (RDD) formally
launched adoor-to-door (D2D) waste collection
campaigninTangdhar, withactive participation
and support of Beopar Mandal and other
stakeholders.

Amajoremphasisofthe campaignwas placed
on four-stream segregation of waste at source.
Residents, shopkeepers and commercial
establishments were sensitised to segregate
waste at the point of generation and hand it
overinsegregated form to the designated door-
to-door collection vehicles.

The Administrationalso called for zero open
dumpingand stressed that waste should notbe
discarded along roadsides, in drains, water

channels or other public spaces.

Shopkeepers and commercial establishments
were directed to maintain appropriate dustbins
within and around their premises and ensure
proper disposal through the designated collection
system.

Itwas further conveyed that sanitationand
waste-management norms would be enforced
and violations, including open dumping and
improper disposal of waste, would invite action
under the applicable provisions wherever
warranted.

The Administration underlined that
sustainable cleanliness cannot be achieved
through periodic drives alone and requires
segregation at source, systematic collection and
sustained community ownership.

Citizens, tradersand institutions were urged
tomake these practices partof their daily routine
and collectively contribute towards a cleaner,
healthier and more responsible Karnah.

with disabilities top pri-
ority for National Confer-

on Women

Two-Day Awareness Programme

BJP President Sat Sharma Felicitates
Students at ‘Mere Sapno Ka Bharat’

ence: Tanvir Sadiq

B HT News Network

Srinagar, 21 Sep (KNS): The
Jammu & Kashmir National
Conference Chief Spokesperson
and MLA Zadibal Tanvir Sadiq
Monday distributed medals and
certificates of distinctionamong
the winners of the 8th Srinagar
District Sub-Junior, Junior and
Senior Games Championship for deafand speech-impaired
athletes, held at Gindun Park, Rajbagh, Srinagar.

Inastatementissued, Tanvir Sadiq said that the National
Conference has always championed the cause of a dignified
life and equal opportunities for every vulnerable and
marginalised section of society. He said that providing persons
with disabilities with meaningful opportunities in education,
employment, skill development, financial assistance and
sports is essential to enable them to become self-reliant,
empowered and active members of society.He said that the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities frameworkin Jammuand
Kashmir contains provisions for reservationin government
employment and higher education, along with inclusive
educationand equal opportunitiesinsports. These measures,
hesaid, reflect the party’s longstanding commitment towards
the empowerment and social inclusion of persons with
disabilities.Tanvir Sadiq said that the Omar Abdullah-led
government is taking the needs and concerns of persons
with disabilities seriously and is working towards further
strengthening their welfare, social inclusion and access to
a dignified life. He said he would raise their issues and
demands with Chief Minister Omar Abdullah to further
improve theiraccess to education, financial assistance, skill
development, employment and other essential services.
Welcoming the approval by the Omar Abdullah government
of free travel on government transport for persons with
disabilities, he said the initiative fulfils the government’s
budgetary commitment and represents an important step
towards inclusive and people-oriented governance. Under
the facility, persons with disabilities will be able to travel
free of cost on JKRTC buses as well as Jammu and Srinagar
Smart City e-buses The National Conference Chief Spokesperson
said sports play an important role in building confidence.

B HT NewsNetwork [*7

BUDGAM, SEPTEMBER 21:
Social Welfare Department,
Budgam, through SANKALP-
Hub for Empowerment of
Women (HEW), Mission Shakti
Budgam, organised atwo-day
awareness and training
programme for teachers and
membersofInternal Complaints
Committees (ICCs)onkeyissues
relating to the safety, protection
and dignity of women and
children.The programme
focused on the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, SHE-Box,
PreventionofSexualHarassment
of Womenat Workplace (POSH)
Actand Cyber Safety, with the
objective of strengthening the
knowledge and capacity of
teachers and ICC members
regarding legal provisions,
preventive measures, reporting
mechanisms and institutional
responsibilities.During the
programme, District Mission
Coordinator (DMC), SANKALP-
HEW, Afroza Ahad, highlighted
the objectives of Mission Shakti
and emphasised the crucial role
of educationalinstitutionsand
their designated committees
in creating safe, inclusive and
gender-sensitive environments.
She stressed the importance
oftimely awareness, responsible
reporting and effective
institutional response to
incidents affecting the safety
and dignity of women and
children.

Gender Specialist, Asifa
Manzoor, conducted sessions
ongender-relatedissues, POSH
Act and SHE-Box, sensitising

the participants about
preventionof sexual harassment
at the workplace, functioning
andresponsibilities of Internal
Complaints Committees, and
the available mechanisms for
reporting and redressal of
complaints through SHE-Box.
Superintendent, Shakti
Sadan, Nelofar Nazir,addressed
the participants on issues
concerning the protectionand
supportofwomenand children,
with emphasis on timely
intervention, referral services,
institutional coordination and
theimportance of a supportive
environment for survivors.
The session on the POCSO
Actfocused on child protection,
identification of potential risks,
child-sensitive handling of
concernsandtheresponsibilities
ofteachers and institutions in
responding to cases of sexual
offences against children.
Adedicated sessiononCyber

& Child Safety

Safety, sensitised the
participantsabout onlinerisks,
cyber harassment, protection
of personal information,
responsible use of social media,
cyberfraudand otheremerging
digital threats. Teachers were
encouraged to play an active
roleinguiding studentstowards
safe and responsible digital
practices.The  two-day
programme provided an
interactive platformfor teachers
and ICC members to enhance
theirunderstanding of relevant
legislation and institutional
mechanisms, while also
facilitating discussion on
practical challengesrelated to
prevention, reporting and
response. The two-day
programme provided an
interactive platform for teachers
and ICC members to enhance
their understanding of relevant
legislation and institutional
mechanisms, while also
facilitating discussion on
practical challenges related to
prevention, reporting and
response.

Programme in Ganderbal.

H HT News Network

Ganderbal, Sept 21 (KNS):
As part of the Seva Sankalp
Abhiyan, a painting
competition on the theme
‘Mere Sapno Ka Bharat’ was
organised today at Vijay
Memorial School, Ganderbal,
providing students an
opportunity toshowcase their
creativity, imagination and
vision forthe Indiathey aspire
to see in the future.

BJP Jammu & Kashmir
Presidentand RajyaSabha MP
SatSharma(CA)attended the
programmeas the chiefguest.
He was accompanied by BJP
J&K Vice President Dr.Shehnaz
Ganai; BJP J&K General
Secretaries Mohammad
Anwar Khan and Gopal
Mahajan; State Secretaryand
Prabhari Arif Raja; and
Ganderbal District President
Ghulam Hassan.

Sat Sharmafelicitated the
students who participatedin
the competition and
appreciated their creativity,
enthusiasm and active
participation. He interacted
with the students and
encouraged them to pursue
their aspirations with
dedication, creativity and a
strong sense of responsibility
towards the nation.

Addressing the gathering,

Sat Sharma highlighted
various achievements and
developmentinitiatives of the
Modi Government, referring
to  developments in
infrastructure, education,
technology, connectivity and
opportunities for the youth.
Heemphasised theimportance
of empowering the younger
generation to become active
contributors toIndia’s journey
towardsbecomingadeveloped
nation.

He said that the ‘Mere
Sapno Ka Bharat’ initiative
provides students with a
platformtoexpresstheirvision
and aspirations for the India
theywish toseeinthe future.
Heappreciated Vijay Memorial
School, Ganderbal, for hosting
the programme and providing
studentswithanenvironment
that encourages creativity,
confidence and civic

engagement.

SatSharmastressed that
the dreams and aspirations
of young Indians will play an
importantroleinshaping the
country’s future. He
encouraged the students to
continue developing their
talents and to contribute
positively to society and the
nation.

The programme was
organisedas partofthe month-
long Seva Sankalp Abhiyan,
under which BJP Jammu &
Kashmiris conductingaseries
of public outreach and
community-orientedactivities
across the Union Territory.
The campaign includes
programmes aimed at
promoting publicparticipation,
service and engagement with
different sections of society,
with particular emphasis on
youth participation.(KNS)

NC Demands White Paper on 2014 to 2024 Governance;
led by BJP-PDP and LG administration : Rattan Lal Gupta

B HT News Network

Jammu, September 21: The
Jammu and Kashmir National

financial management, delays,
diversion of funds and incomplete
projects. For instance the findings
concerningyouthemployment were

organized and

in a colourful joining function
chaired by
Harshvardhan Singh President NCSU
at Provincial Party headquarter,

Gupta alleged that the people
of Jammu&Kashmirwere repeatedly
givenassurances and promises, but
many important commitments

to know the truth about the last
decade of governance. The record
should be placed before the public
inblackand white sothat facts, rather

Conference (NC) has demanded a
comprehensive and transparent
White Paper on the performance,
governance and major policy
decisionsinJammu&Kashmir during
the period 2014-2024, covering the
BJP-PDP coalition period as well as
the subsequent period of Lieutenant
Governoradministration. Gupta said
that the demand for a White Paper
is not based merely on political
allegations.Reportsofthe Comptroller
and Auditor General of India
themselves document a number of
deficiencies in implementation,

@® 00 @

equallysignificant. Under the Himayat
scheme, against a target of 53,547
youth tobe trained during 2016-17
to 2018-19, only 4,494 youth were
trained, and just 732 of them were
placed in jobs, according to CAG.
Rattan Lal Gupta, Provincial
President, JKNC Jammu, said that
the people of Jammu & Kashmir
deserve to know, on the basis of facts
and official records, what was
achieved, what promises were
fulfilled and what commitments
remained unimplemented during
these tenyears. Guptawasaddressing

Gandhi Nagar, Jammu.

He said that the White Paper
should cover all major sectors,
including development,employment,
education, health, roads and
infrastructure, power, water supply,
tourism, industry, agriculture, youth
affairs, financial management,
implementation of Central and J&K
schemes, and the status of major
development projects.

“People should be given a clear
and factual account of the decisions
taken during 2014-2024 and their
impact on the lives of ordinary

citizens. There should be no political
concealment or selective presentation
of facts,” Gupta said.

He added that several audit
reportsofthe Comptrollerand Auditor
General of India have already
examined differentaspects of J&K's
governance and implementation of

. development programmes. The CAG,

for  example, examined
implementation of projects under
the Prime Minister's Development
Packageandidentifiedissuesrelating
to humanitarian relief, crisis
management, social infrastructure
and development projects.

remained unfulfilled. He said the
NC would therefore seek a sector-
wise, district-wise and project-wise
assessment, supported by government
records and independent audit
findings.

Hesaid that the proposed White
Paper should also place before the
publicthe financial position of ammu
& Kashmir, expenditure on major
projects, employment generation,
pending liabilities and the status of
incomplete or delayed works.

“Jammu & Kashmir belongs to
its people, and they have every right

than political claims, can determine
theassessmentof that period,” Gupta
said.

Amongotherswho were present
in the meeting included: Sheikh
Bashir Ahmad Provincial Secretary
Jammu, Vijay Lochan Chairman SC
Cell, Pardeep Bali Provincial Secretary
Jammu, Rakesh Singh Raka Vice
President Central Zone, Rajni Devi
Working President Women Wing
Jammu, Farooq Mughal, Abdul
QayoomBhagwan District President
DodaRural (Bhaderwah), Rahul Attri
and others.
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SKUAST-K Project targets Livelihood Resilience
of Tribal Farmers in Ganderbal

ICAR Project reaches over 200 Tribal Farmers with Technology-Driven Farm Inputs

B HT News Network

GANDERBAL, SEPTEMBER 21: More than
200 tribal and marginal farmers received
agricultural inputs under anICAR-sponsored
projectimplemented by Krishi Vigyan Kendra
(KVK) Ganderbal, SKUAST-Kashmir, to
strengthen farm livelihoods and promote
climate-resilient agricultural practicesinthe
district.

The input distribution programme was
organised at Bagpati Gund, Kangan, under
the project titled “Strengthening Livelihoods
and Agricultural Resilience of Tribal and
Marginal Farmersin Ganderbal District through
Technology-Driven Resource Packages.” The
initiative focuses on supporting farming
communitiesthrougheco-friendlytechnologies,
improved access to agricultural resources
and resilient farming practices.

The programme was attended by MLA
Kangan, Mian Meher Ali as Chief Guest;
SKUAST-K, Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Nazir Ahmad

Ganai; Deputy Director General (Agricultural
Extension),ICAR,New Delhi, Prof. Rajbir Singh,
; Director Extension, Prof. Raihana Habib
Kanth; and Associate Director Extension, Prof.
Amal Saxena.

Speaking on the occasion, MLA Kangan
appreciated the efforts of SKUAST-K and KVK
Ganderbal in directly engaging tribal

households. He also acknowledged the
University's work in research and farmer
welfareVice-Chancellor, SKUAST-K highlighted
theresilience of tribal farmersand emphasised
youthengagement, equitable access toresources
and science-driven interventions to support
long-term livelihood security and dignity.
Deputy Director General (Agricultural

Extension), ICAR, New Delhi encouraged
farmers to adopt modern and eco-friendly
agricultural practices toimprove productivity|
and farm incomes. He also appreciated the
efforts of SKUAST-K and KVK Ganderbal in
extending agricultural interventions to tribal
and marginal farming communities.

The Director Extension urged farmers to
adopteco-friendly farming practicestoprotect
soiland water resources, conserve biodiversity
and improve incomes. She stressed the
importance of sustainable agricultural
approachesinstrengthening rurallivelihoods.

The dignitaries acknowledged the
externally funded project secured by Dr. Ajaz
Malik, Head, KVK Ganderbal and Principal
Investigator, and its focus on strengthening|
household resilience among economically
vulnerable farming communities.

The programme concluded with
appreciation for the efforts ofthe KVK Ganderbal
teaminsupporting farmers across the district|
through technology-based agricultural
interventions.

GDC Katra organises Pledge
Ceremony under NMBA

H HT News Network

REASI, SEPTEMBER 21:
Government Degree College
Katra organised a pledge
ceremony under the Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan to sensitise
students about the harmful
effects of drug abuse and
reinforce the collective
commitment towards building
adrug-free society.

The programme
commenced with the
administration of the Nasha
Mukt Bharat Pledge by Prof.
Mohd. Younus Saleem, inwhich
the Principal, faculty members

and students of the college
participated enthusiastically.
The participants pledged to
stay away from drugs and
contribute towards creating a
healthy, safe and drug-free
society.Addressingthe students,
the Principal Dr. Rajni Bhagat
highlighted the serious physical,
psychological and social

the wider community.

consequences of drug abuse.
Sheurged the studentstoremain
vigilant, make responsible
choices and firmly stay away
fromdrugs and other forms of
substance abuse. She also
emphasised the vital role of
studentsinspreadingawareness
among their peers, familiesand

B HT News Network

JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 21: A team
of District Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) Jammu, under the guidance of
Principal District & Sessions Judge/
Chairman, DLSA Tahir Khurshid Raina,
today visited Ranbir Higher Secondary
School toreview activities of the Legal
Literacy Club of the institution.

The visit was led by Civil Judge
(Senior Division) [ Secretary, DLSA
Maleeka Sharma.

Duringthe visit, the DLSA Secretary
checked the record maintained by the
PLV deputed at the school. The PLV was
directed and motivated to actively
engage with the students, sensitize
themabout their legal rights and duties
and generate awareness regarding

Secretary DLSA Jammu reviews activities
of Legal Literacy Club at Ranbir GHSS

various NALSA and JKLSA welfare
schemes, child rights and other legal
aid services. The PLV was further
instructed toensureregular functioning
of the Legal Literacy Club.

SMVDU NCC Cadets
Undertake Educational Visit
to Air Force Station Jammu

B HT News Network

Jammu:-NCC Unit of Shri Mata
Valshno Devi University (SMVDU)

Katra,organized aneducational visit
to AirForce Station Jammu for NCC
cadetswiththe objective of providing
them first-hand exposure to the
functioning, operations and various
career opportunities in the Indian
Air Force. During the visit, the NCC
cadets were hosted by Air Force
officials and were given an
opportunity to visit and interact
with personnel from various units
and branches. The cadets visited
the Air Traffic Control (ATC) unit,
Special Forces unit, Helicopter unit
and Education Branch. The officials
briefed the cadets about the roles
and responsibilities of these units,
operational procedures, training,
equipment and the diverse career
opportunitiesavailablein the Indian
AirForce. The visit was coordinated
by Lieut. (Dr.) Varun Dutta, NCC
Coordinator, SMVDU. Speaking on
the occasion, he stated that
educational visits to defence
establishments are essential for
youth as they provide them with
an opportunity to experience and
learn about the functioning of the
defenceservicesfirsthand. He further
highlighted that such visits help
develop awareness, discipline,
confidence and a sense of service
amongNCC cadets, while motivating
them to consider a career in the
Armed Forces. Prof. (Dr.) Pragati
Kumar, Hon'ble Vice Chancellor,

SMVDU,and Sh. Ajay Kumar Sharma,
Registrar, SMVDU, conveyed their
bestwishes tothe NCCUnitand the
participating cadets for the
educational visit. They appreciated

the initiative and emphasized the
importance of providing students
with opportunities for experiential
learningand exposure to the nation's
defence services. Katra, organized
an educational visit to AirForce
Station Jammu for NCC cadets with
the objective of providing them
first-hand exposure to the
functioning, operations and various
career opportunities in the Indian
Air Force. During the visit, the NCC
cadets were hosted by Air Force
officials and were given an
opportunity to visit and interact
with personnel from various units
and branches. The cadets visited
the Air Traffic Control (ATC) unit,
Special Forces unit, Helicopter unit
and Education Branch. The officials
briefed the cadets about the roles
and responsibilities of these units,
operational procedures, training,
equipment and the diverse career
opportunitiesavailablein the Indian
AirForce. The visit was coordinated
by Lieut. (Dr.) Varun Dutta, NCC
Coordinator, SMVDU. Speaking on
the occasion, he stated that
educational visits to defence
establishments are essential for
youth as they provide them with
an opportunity to experience and
learn about the functioning of the
defenceservicesfirsthand. He further
highlighted that such visits help
develop awareness, discipline.

SKUAST-K Scientists train Gurez
Farmers in Silage making to address

seasonal fodder scaruty

B HT News Network

H‘Il '*_.

DC Udhampur flags off inter-state exposure visit of
farmers; Releases book on natural farming

to adopt suitable modern and eco-
friendly techniques in their fields

B HT News Network

BANDIPORA, SEPTEMBER 21:
SKUAST-Kashmir scientists conducted
a two-day training and awareness
programme on silage making, fodder
conservation and scientific livestock
management in Gurez, providing
farmers with practical training and
equipment to support livestock
nutritionand address seasonal fodder
shortages.

Organised in collaboration with
KVKDawar, the programme included
practical demonstrations at Dawar
and Kanzalwan. Farmers received
hands-ontraininginfodder selection,
harvesting, chopping, compaction,
sealing and storage for silage
preparation.

Silage chaff cutters and drums
were distributed for community use,
while selected farmers received

prepared silage to familiarise
themselves withits useand encourage
adoption of the practice.

Dr. Manzoor Yatoo, Associate
Professor and Animal Nutrition
Specialist, MLRI, and Dr. Riyaz Bhat,
SMSAnimal Sciences and Co-Principal
Investigator, provided technical

training on silage preparation and
fodder conservation. Dr.Maliha Gulzar,
Project]RF,and AkifWani, Semi-Skilled
Worker, were also part of the project
team.

The awareness sessions covered
livestock vaccination, deworming,
mineral supplementationandbalanced
feeding. Mineral mixture and
dewormingmedicinesweredistributed
among farmers as part of the
programme.

The initiative seeks to improve
fodder conservation and livestock
nutrition, reduce feed wastage and
promote community-level silage
preparation as a supplementary
entrepreneurial activity in Gurez.

The programme was conducted
under the guidance of Dr. Amatul
Mubhee, Principal Investigator and
Head, Veterinary Clinical Complex,
Faculty of Veterinary Sciences & Animal
Husbandry, SKUAST-Kashmir.

UDHAMPUR, SEPTEMBER 21:
In a significant initiative aimed at
strengthening farmers’ capacityand
promoting modern, sustainable
agricultural practices, Deputy
Commissioner Udhampur Minga
Sherpatoday flagged offa group of
30farmers foraninter-state exposure
visit to Chaudhary Sarwan Kumar
Himachal Pradesh  Krishi
Vishvavidyalaya, Palampur.

The exposure visit is being
organised jointly by the offices of
the Sub-Divisional Agriculture Office
Ramnagar and SDAO Udhampur,
under the HADP project Promotion
of Commercial Floriculture, funded
under the CAPEX Budget 2026-27.

The primary objective of the
exposure visit is to acquaint local
farmers with modern agricultural
techniques, commercial floriculture
practices and sustainable farming

technologies being demonstrated
atthe premieragricultural university
in Palampur.

The initiative is expected to
provide participating farmers with
practical knowledge and exposure
thatcanbeadaptedtolocal conditions
toenhanceagricultural productivity
and farm incomes.

The flag-off ceremony was
attended by Chief Agriculture Officer
Vikas Padha; District Agriculture
Officer Sudhir Manhas; Agriculture

ChemistSunil Gupta; SDAORamnagar
Ashwani Abroland SDAO Udhampur
DarshanSharma, besides other senior
officersand officials of the Agriculture
Department.

While interacting with the
farmers, the Deputy Commissioner
encouraged them to make the most
of the exposure visit by actively
engaging withagricultural experts
and gaining practical insights into
advancedfloricultureandsustainable
farming practices. He urged them

to improve productivity, diversify
farm activities and enhance their
income.

The participating farmers
expressed enthusiasm and keen
interestinlearningabout commercial
floriculture, modern farming
techniques and sustainable
agricultural practices. They also
expressed gratitude to the District
Administrationand the Agriculture
Department for facilitating the
valuable learning opportunity.

On the occasion, the Deputy
Commissioneralsoinaugurated and
released an informative book on
Natural Farming, compiled by the
Office of SDAO, Ramnagar. Based
onthe theme Healthy Soil, Healthy
Food, Healthy Life, the booklet seeks
to promote chemical-free, low-cost
and sustainable farming practices
byencouraging the use of traditional
resources and natural inputs.

Media Delegation from Bhopal Meets PIB Jammu Director Neha Jalali; High-
lights Infrastructure and Improved Connectivity Post Abrogation of Article 370

B HT News Network

Jammu, September 21: Amedia
delegation of ten journalists from
Bhopal met Ms.NehaJalali, Director,  in
PIBJammu, duringits visit to Media
Centre Building today. During the
interaction, Ms Jalali highlighted
thessignificant developments taking
place in Jammu and Kashmir in
of connectivity,
healthcare,
entrepreneurship and economic

the areas
infrastructure,

developments in the healthcare
sector, particularlytheestablishment

infrastructure.

Speaking about emerging
economic opportunities, Ms Jalali
highlighted the AromaMissionand

and growth of AIIMS Jammu. She
noted theinstitution’simportance
strengthening advanced
healthcare facilities in the region
andin providing people withgreater
access to specialised medical
services and modern healthcare

undertook a field visit to key
highway infrastructure projects
in the region. The delegation
comprises senior representatives
of media organisations based in
Bhopal.During the visit, NHAI
Project Director Rajiv Kumar briefed
the delegation on major highway
and tunnel
implemented in Jammu and
Kashmir. He described National
Highway-44 (NH-44) as a key
connectivity corridorandinformed

projects being

and Katra. Officials also apprised
the media representatives about
the use of tunnels on the highway
corridor, which has reduced the
road distance to Srinagar by around
45kmand saves more thanan hour
of travel time. The earlier road
distance was around 300 km.Six
tunnels onvarious highway projects
are expected to be completed in
the
strengthening
connectivity in the region. The

coming year, further
all-weather

isexpected tobecome operational
by December 2027. The project is
aimed at providing improved and
morereliable connectivity between
the Kashmir Valley and Ladakh.

The proposed Katra-Kulgam

road project is currently under
Detailed Project Report (DPR)
preparation. Once developed, the
corridoris expectedto provide the
shortest road connectivity to the
Kashmir Valley from the Jammu
side.The delegation was alsobriefed

opportunities following the
abrogation of Article 370. She spoke
abouttheexpansionandupgradation
of road infrastructure across the
Union Territory, including the
development of major highways,
bridges and tunnel networks.

Ms Jalali also highlighted
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its role in promoting cultivation,
valueadditionandentrepreneurship
in the aromatic and allied sectors.
She spoke about the potential of
such initiatives to provide new
livelihood opportunities,encourage
localenterpriseand supportfarmers
and young entrepreneurs.

Ms Jalali further spoke about
Jammuand Kashmir's rich cultural
diversity and heritage, highlighting
the region’s varied traditions,
languages, festivals, handicrafts,
arts and cuisines. Later, the

delegation, led by ShriShariq Noor,
Deputy Director, Central Bureau
of Communication (CBC), Bhopal,
visited the Regional Office of the
National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) in Jammu, and

the delegation that four-laning of
the highwayis nearing completion,
with around 15 km remaining to
be four-laned.The delegation was
briefed about the Delhi-Katra
Expressway and its role in
strengthening connectivity between
the National Capital Region, Jammu

delegationalsovisited the Chenani-
NashriTunnel and was briefed about
itsconstruction, operationandrole
in reducing travel time and
improving the reliability of the
Jammu-Srinagar highway corridor.
The officials further informed the
delegation that the Zojila Tunnel

on the overall progress of NHAI
projectsinJammuand Kashmir. A
total of 22 projectswithacombined
length of 382 km have been
completed at a cost of 14,819
crore, while 16 projects covering
320kmare underimplementation
at an estimated cost of  22,277.
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Let the Assembly
Debate, Not Disrupt : Public
Interest Must Come First

Government must answer tough questions with
clarity, while Opposition must use the House to hold it
accountable, not paralyse it. The opening day of the
Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly’s Autumn
Session, marked by repeated disruptions over issues
including National Health Mission employees, job out-
sourcing and electricity tariffs, has once again under-
lined the responsibility that rests on both sides of the
House. The Assembly is the principal democratic forum
forraising publicconcerns, scrutinising the Government
and debating matters of policy. Every minute lost to
slogansand disorder is ultimately a minute takenaway
fromthe people whoseissues thelegislators have been
elected to represent.

The Government, for its part, must recognise that
concernsrelating toemployment, NHM employees and
electricity are genuine public issues requiring clear
facts, transparentexplanations and, wherever possible,
concrete timelines and solutions. Policy decisions af-
fecting thousands of families cannot be adequately
addressed through political assertions alone. Ministers
and officials must be prepared to explain the Govern-
ment’s position and respond meaningfully to difficult
questions.

The Opposition, meanwhile, has every democratic
right—andresponsibility—to question the Government,
highlight shortcomings and demand accountability.
Butthatresponsibility is most effective when exercised
through debate, questions, motions, evidence and sus-
tained scrutiny rather than prolonged disruption. A
strong Opposition does not need a paralysed House to
make its voice heard; it needs the opportunity to put
the Government on record and challenge its decisions
through the institutions of democracy.

The Assembly is conducted with public resources,
and legislators are entrusted with responsibilities that
extend beyond political confrontation. They are ex-
pected to deliberate on legislation, scrutinise expen-
diture, question the executive and work towards solu-
tions to problems affecting everyday life. The people
of Jammu and Kashmir should therefore see their rep-
resentatives using the floor of the House to address
substantive issues rather than spending valuable leg-
islative time in disorder.

Political differences are natural and necessary ina
democracy. The Government and Opposition need not
agree, butthey must disagree constructively. Criticism
should not be dismissed as obstruction, while every
disagreementshould notbecome an excusefor disrup-
tion. Theissuesthattriggered Monday’s protests affect
livelihoods, employment and household finances and
therefore deserve serious, sustained and substantive
discussion.

The Assembly should be the place where such con-
cerns are debated transparently, answers are sought
andsolutionsare pursued. The Government must listen,
explain and respond; the Opposition must question,
scrutiniseand offer alternatives. Ultimately, the people
did not elect their representatives merely to occupy
theHouse—they elected them to make the House work
for them.
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Sahil Manzoor

Teacher’s Reflection on Students,

Sportsand Unconditional Affection

Humanbeings areamongthe

ost wonderful creations of

Almighty Allah. We are blessed not only with

intelligence butalsowithqualitieslike sympathy,

empathy, love, affectionand care for one another.

Books are an important source of knowledge,

but some of the most valuable lessons in life

come from our relationships and everyday
experiences.

We learn fromone another, share ourideas,
help each other and slowly develop the
understanding needed to face the challenges
of life. In this way, every person we meet can
teach us something valuable.

There should be no place for hatred and
unnecessary disputes in our society. Hatred
creates distance between people, while love,
understanding and respect bring them closer.
As members of society, we should always try
to promote peace, kindness and compassion.

HT - EDIT

The Omelette invitation

TamateacheratGovernmentMiddle School
Kralapathri. Atourschool, Saturdaysare observed
asGames Day. It gives studentsanopportunity
totake partindifferent sportsand recreational
activities. I always find my students excited
and happy while playing cricket, volleyball,
badminton, kho-kho, carromand other games.

Sports are not only a way to have fun or
spend free time. They play an important role
inthe overall developmentof children. Through
games, students learn cooperation, discipline,
decision-making, leadership and teamwork.
They also learn to stay calm under pressure
and accept both victory and defeat gracefully.

A game is not always about winning.
Sometimes, the losing team deserves more
appreciation when its players show courage,
determination and sportsmanship. Such
experiences teach children that mistakes and
failuresare not the end. They are opportunities
to learn and improve.

[ have noticed that many of our students
improve their thinking and learning skills
through games. They carefully keep track of
scores,runs,goalsandresults. Moreimportantly,
they learn to communicate with one another,
follow rules and work together as a team.

Education should notbe limited to the four
wallsofaclassroom. Students need opportunities
to explore, interact and learn in different
environments. Such experiences can help them

become confident, responsible and socially
aware individuals.

Recently,Iexperienced a small but deeply
touching moment with some of my Class 7
students.

While I was playing cricket, some of my
students—Khushbu Amin, Uzma Mushtaq,
Aabroo Qayoom and others—called me and
said, “Sir, please come. We have something
delicious for you."I replied that I would come
after some time. But they did not accept my
answer. They came to me, took me with them,
spread a cotton sheet nicely and said, “Please
sit, Sir. We have something for you.”

They thenoffered me an omelette prepared
byBimsaRashid, milk kahwa prepared by Inshah
Majeed and some biscuits.

It was a simple meal, but the love and
affection behind it made the moment very
special While enjoying the food,  asked them
how they had planned the invitation. They
replied, “Sir, we were planning this yesterday
when you told us that we were going to the
stadium on Saturday for Games Day.”

Their answer touched my heart.

At that moment, I realised something
important: students observe their teachers
more closely than we sometimes think. They
notice how teachers speak to them, how they
treatthem, how they encourage themand how
they make them feel.

06

Thisexperience reminded me that teaching
isnotonly about textbooks, examinations and
academic results. A teacher also has the
responsibility to guide, encourage, respectand
care for students.

Children may forget some lessons from
their textbooks as they grow older, but they
oftenremember how their teachers made them
feel. They remember kindness, encouragement,
respect and affection.

My students were watching me aslenjoyed
their simple meal. I gave them my heartfelt
wishes and said something that came straight
from my heart:

“Wazwan never gives me as much pleasure
as this omelette and the love you have given
me today.”

The omelette was simple. The kahwa was
simple. The biscuits were simple. But the feelings
behind them were priceless.

Trueand unconditional love does not need
expensive gifts orgrand arrangements. It only
needs sincerity, affection, respect and care.

That small invitation from my students
taught me alesson that no textbook could have
taught me in quite the same way.

May Almighty Allah bless every student
withsuccess,wisdomand happinessand protect
them from all evils. Ameen.

Sahil Manzoor Bhatti
sahilmanzoor9419@gmail.com

Parasites and Human Health

in children. Repeated or heavy parasitic
infections may contribute to poor nutrition,
impaired physical developmentand difficulties
with concentrationand learning. Theimpact
istherefore not limited to the individual—it
canalso affect education, productivity and

rangeof microorganisms during development
may influence immune-systemregulation.
However, this does not mean that deliberate
parasiticinfectionis safe or recommended.
Controlled research is still needed to
understand these complex relationships.

SURINDERPAL SINGH

he humanbodyishome totrillions
Tof microorganisms, many of which
live harmlessly or even provide
benefits. Yetamong the organisms that can
enter and survive inside the human body,
parasites occupy a particularly important
place. Parasites are living organisms that
depend onanotherorganism, knownasthe
host, for food, shelter or survival. Some
parasites cause little or nonoticeable harm,
while others can produce serious diseases
and in severe cases, threaten life.
Parasites can be broadly divided into
protozoa, helminths and ectoparasites.
Protozoa are microscopic organisms that
include parasites responsible for diseases
such as malaria, amoebiasis and giardiasis.
Helminths are parasitic worms, including
roundworms, tapeworms and hookworms.
Ectoparasites, suchaslice, mitesand certain
ticks, live mainly on the surface of the body.
Parasites can influence human health
inseveral ways.They may consume nutrients
from the host, damage tissues, cause
inflammation or interfere with normal organ
function. Intestinal worms, for example,
may compete with the body for nutrients
and can contribute to abdominal pain,
weakness, anaemia and poor nutritional
status.Some parasitescanalsocause diarrhoea
and other gastrointestinal problems.
The effects can be particularly serious
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the wider community.

One of the most fascinating aspects of
parasiticinfectionsis their interaction with
the immune system. The human immune
system attempts to identify and eliminate
invading parasites, while parasites have
evolved sophisticated strategies to survive
inside their hosts. Some canalter their surface
structures, hide withintissues or influence
immune responses.

Interestingly, scientists are studying
theseinteractions foranotherreason. Certain
parasitic organisms appear to influence
immune activity in ways that may provide
cluesaboutinflammatory and autoimmune
diseases. This has led to research into the
so-called hygiene hypothesis and related
theories suggesting that exposure toawide

Parasitic diseases remainanimportant
public-health concern, particularlyin tropical
and subtropical regions. Poor sanitation,
unsafe drinking water, inadequate waste
disposal, contaminated food and certain
environmental conditions canincrease the
risk of transmission.Malaria is one of the
best-known examples. It is caused by
Plasmodium parasites and transmitted
through the bites of infected mosquitoes.
Other parasitic diseases are transmitted
through contaminated food or water,
undercooked meat, insect vectors or contact
with contaminated soil. The burdenis often
greatestamong communities where access
to clean water, sanitation, healthcare and
preventive measuresislimited. Climate and
environmental changes may also alter the

geographical distribution of some parasite-
carryingvectors, creating new public-health
challenges.

Many parasitic infections can be
prevented throughrelatively simple measures.
Washing handsregularly, drinking safe water,
properly cooking food, washing fruits and
vegetables, maintaining clean surroundings
and using appropriate protection against
insectbites canreduce the risk of infection.

Good sanitationis particularlyimportant
because some intestinal parasites spread
when human waste contaminates soil or
water, Community-level improvements in
sanitation and hygiene can therefore be as
important as individual treatment.

Treatmentdependson the specific parasite
and disease. Antiparasitic medicines should
be used according to medical advice, because
different parasites require different drugs
and treatment schedules. Self-medication
may beineffective and cansometimes delay
proper diagnosis.

Parasites are often viewed simply as
enemiesof humanhealth, butmodernbiology
presents a more complicated picture. They
are highly adapted organisms that have co-
evolved with their hosts over enormous
periods of time. Studying them can reveal
important information about immunity,
evolution, disease transmission and the
relationship between organisms.

Researchers are investigating parasite
molecules and their effects on theimmune
systemin the search for new approaches to
treatinginflammatory andimmune-related
diseases.

SURINDERPAL

FACULTY IN SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
SRIAMRITSAR SAHIB

PUNJAB.
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Let Teachers Teach-An Open Letter To J&K Education Minister

BY-MOOLRAJ

A quiet crisis is unfolding in our education system. You
willnotfinditininspectionreportsordepartmental dashboards,
but it is happening in plain sight. Our schools are slowly
transforming into administrative offices that just happen to
have classrooms attached to them.

Today, the people responsible for shaping the minds of
thenextgenerationareincreasingly occupied witheverything
except teaching. In the relentless pursuit of compliance,
monitoring, and digital documentation, the actual purpose
of the school is fading into the background.

The administrative burden does not arrive all at once. It
accumulates drop by drop. Instead of designing thoughtful
assessments or sitting down with a struggling student to
unpack a difficult mathematical concept, today’s educators
are trapped in a maze of paperwork and online tasks. They
are spending their hours manually entering redundant data
into portals, conducting surveys, acting as temporary health
workers for local drives, filling out Google Forms, generating
useless certificates, and completing tasks as if they were
playing a game.

Ateacher’s week is now fractured by mandatory online
webinars designed only to generate completion certificates.
They are tasked with organizing weekly awareness rallies
that demand staged photographs as proof of execution, all
while duplicating reports for multiple different departmental
offices.Individually,eachtaskmight seemharmless. Collectively,
they are cannibalizing the most vital resource in any school,
which is instructional time.

Madam Minister, what happened to teaching?

[ am not arguing that schools should operate without
accountability. Attendance, records,and monitoringall matter.
Government programmes matterwhentheygenuinelyaddress
aneducationalneed. Datamatterswhenithelpsusunderstand
aproblem and make better decisions.

But there is a fundamental question that deserves to be
asked before another form is sent out to a school. What
educational problem s this solving?

If the answer is unclear, why are thousands of teachers
being asked to spend valuable time on it? And if the activity

is genuinely useful, we have to ask about the cost of taking
teachers away from their primary responsibility.

This costis rarely calculated. We count how many forms
were submitted, how many schools participated, how many
certificateswere generated, and how many photographs were
uploaded. Butwho countsthe teachingtime lostin the process?
Who calculates the hours that teachers could have spent
preparingbetter lessons, checking notebooks, or simply talking
to a child who feels left behind?

One of the strangest features of our current culture is a

growing fascination with certificates. A teacher watches a
video, completes an online activity, downloads a certificate,
and shares it. The task is considered complete. But we rarely
stop to ask what actually changed in the classroom. Did the
teacher become a better educator? Did the student learn
something new?

If the answer is no, then we need the courage to admit
thatwehave created anactivity without creatinganeducational
outcome. A photograph of a programme is not evidence of
learning. A certificate is not evidence of professional growth.
Afilled form is not evidence of educational improvement.

The problem does not end with teachers. School heads
and management are caught right in the middle of this. An
instructioncomesfromabove,and the principal hastoforward
it to the teachers. The school then has to collect proof, check
completion, send reports, and answer for any missing data.

Aprincipalwhoshould be observing classroomsisinstead
checkingwhetherteachers have completed anonline survey.
Ateacherwho should be preparing tomorrow’s mathematics
lessonisattendinga meetingaboutan unrelated programme.
A school that should be discussing why its students cannot
understand fractions is busy compiling photographs of a
departmental activity. It is a massive opportunity cost.

Our education system increasingly wants to monitor

everything. There is a real danger, however, in monitoring
what s easiest to measure instead of what matters most. We
can easily measure form submissions and photo uploads.
Teaching itself is much harder to measure. How clearly did
the teacher explain the concept? Did the students actually
understand it?

These questions require us to enter the classroom. The
dangeristhatoursystemisstartingtorewardvisible compliance
ratherthaninvisible teaching, Teacherslearnthatwhat matters
most is what can be demonstrated to someone outside the
classroom. Thatis exactly how paperwork begins tocompete
with pedagogy.

Thisisnotademand tofree teachers fromaccountability.
Accountability should serve education, not replace it. If data
is genuinely required for policy decisions, we should collect
it intelligently and preferably only once. But if an activity
exists merely because anoffice somewhere needsacompletion
report, it deserves to be questioned.

Before introducing another programme to schools, we
should askourselvesafew basic questions. What educational
problemdoesitsolve? How muchteacher time will it consume?
Can we get this information from an existing system? What
measurable benefitwill studentsreceive,and what will happen
if the activity is simply not done?

Ifanactivity cannotanswer these questions convincingly,
itdoesnotbelonginateacher’sworking day. The department
should conductacomprehensivereviewofall recurringsurveys,
online activities, and reporting requirements. We need to
keepwhatgenuinely contributes toeducationand discontinue
what merely consumes time.

Teachers donot need another motivational speechabout
working harder. They need time to work better. A teacher’s
mostvaluable resource is notacertificate. Itis time. Once that
time is spent on an unnecessary meeting or a meaningless
reporting exercise, it cannot be returned to the classroom.

We have successfully built a system that can prove with
screenshotsand certificatesthateverythingwasdone. Everything,
thatis, except teaching.

Itistime to conductaruthlessaudit of thisadministrative
burden and treat classroom time as sacred. The teachers are
alreadyinthe classrooms. MsItoo, please give them the space
to do the job they were appointed to do.

Let teachers teach.

With due respect and hope for urgent action,

The Author Is ARegular
Columnist And Freelance Writer
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The National Security Guard (NSG) maintains
elite and versatile capabilities across the entire spectrum of
counter-terrorism and high-risk security operations.

By M S Nazki

ey play hard and are excellent when on
amission! Inthe pastthey have executed
dangeroustasksand havealwaysemerged
as winners!
-Whenthegoinggetsroughonlythe
tough get going!

-OneShot, OneKill." (The ultimate operational standard
for the NSG's elite hit-and-run sniper squads

-When courage is the only currency. (A phrase
commonly used by defense analyststodescribe the brutal
selection and training environment of the force)

-Recently they carried out drills that show cased
capabilities!

-TheNational Security Guard (NSG) conductsregular
counter-terrorismand hostage-rescue mockdrillsacross
India to test its rapid response and coordination with
local and international forces.

-Recent Major Drills:

-Bengaluru (August 2026): NSG commandos and
theKarnatakaState Police carried out high-risk counter-
terrorism and hostage-rescue exercises at prominent
locationsincluding the Field Marshal Manekshaw Parade
Ground, MG Road Metro station, Barton Centre, Public
Utility Building, and Vidhana Soudha.

-Pune (August2026): Over 100NSG personnel joined
17 US Army Special Forces commandos and the Pimpri
Chinchwad Police foralarge-scale joint anti-terrormock
drillattheInfosysPhase-2 campusinHinjewadi,simulating
ahigh-intensity attackand helicopter-rappelling rescue.

-Surathkal (August2026): NSG personnel conducted
tactical exercises at NITK Surathkal featuring coordinated
Indian Air Force helicopter insertions and rapid room
interventions.

-Annual Gandiv Exercises: The NSG periodically
conducts nationwide multi-city counter-terrorexercises
(suchastheGandivseries)targeting critical infrastructure,
commercial areas, and transport hubs across states like
UttarPradesh, MadhyaPradesh, Gujarat,and the National
Capital Region.

-The story which we got went something like this:
It was rather a news item:

-NSG Capability Demonstration Marks Beginning
of Comprehensive Capacity BuildingModuleinKarnataka.
TheNational Security Guard conducted acomprehensive
Capability Demonstration in Bengaluru on 28 August
2026, marking the commencement ofthe Comprehensive
Capacity Building Module (CCBM) for Karnataka State
Police Forces. The event was graced by Hon'ble Chief
Minister of Karnataka,Shri D. K. Shivakumar, Hon’ble
Leader of Opposition in the Karnataka Legislative
Assembly,Shri R. Ashoka, senior Ministers and other
distinguished dignitaries. DGPKarnatakaDr.M.A.Saleem,
IPS, and DG NSG Shri Brighu Srinivasan, IPS, along with
senior officers of the State Police and NSG, were also
present. The demonstrationshowcased NSG's specialised
capabilities across the spectrum of counter-terrorism
operations, including helicopterslitheringand rappelling,
interventiondrills, K9 operations, bomb disposal, urban
assault, counter-drone capabilities, VVIP/PSO protection
and tactics!

-The National Security Guard (NSG) is India's elite
federal contingency counter-terrorism force, known for
itshallmarkprinciples of speed, surprise, stealth, precision,
and zero error.

-Core Operational CapabilitiesCounter-Terrorism &
Urban Assault:

-Specializedinneutralizing terror threats and high-
riskassaultsincomplexurbanandbuilt-upenvironments.

-Hostage Rescue: Rapid tacticalintervention tosafely
rescue hostages from hostile or barricaded situations
with minimal casualties.

-Anti-Hijacking Operations:

-Trained extensively as "Hijack Busters" to reclaim
hijacked aircraft, land vehicles, or maritime targets.

-Bomb Disposal & EOD:

-Advancedsearch, detection,and safe neutralization
of Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) and explosive
ordnance.

-Post-Blast Investigation (PBI): Scientific analysis
andinvestigationofexplosionsitestotrace terrornetworks
and methodologies.

-Specialized Tactics: Proficientinhelicopterslithering,
rappelling, K9(dog squad)operations,and counter-drone
measures.

-Specialized Structure;

-Special Action Group (SAG): Drawn entirely from
theIndian Army, forming the primary offensive counter-
terror and anti-hijacking strike arm.

-SpecialRangers Group (SRG): Composed of personnel
from central police and state forces, handling operational

supportand high-risk duties. (More about them, later in
the script)

The National Security Guard (NSG) K9 dog squad is
anelite four-legged combatand reconnaissance unit that
partners with the "Black Cat" commandos for high-risk
counter-terrorism and anti-hijack operations.

-Breeds and Roles:

-Belgian Malinois: Highly agile and preferred for
direct-actionassaults, tacticalroomclearing,and multi-

role operations (tracking, sniffing, and attacking).

-Labrador Retrievers: Traditionally deployed for
sniffingandtracking, thoughtheforceisgradually phasing
them out in favor of the Malinois.

-CockerSpaniels: Selected for theircompact, backpack-
size dimensions, making themideal for tight spaces and
precise explosive or narcotic detection.

Advanced Technology and Gear:

-Tactical Gear: Caninesareequipped withspecialized
body-mounted and head-mounted cameras, LED lights,
and K9 visual systems.

-Real-Time Feed: Handlers view a live video feed
from the dog's perspective during reconnaissance and
communicatedirectly withtheanimal throughear-piece
devices.

-Andinthatvastemptiness,twoheadsbobbed above
the surface without a sound, just one hundred feet from
them. Donotcome up, Iwillhandle them. (His final words
to his personnel while charging terrorists alone after a
fellow commando was injured).

Heroes are made of men who stay focused in battle.
Heroes are men who have a plan, and who understand
theplanisever-changinganddependentonenemyaction. ..

-The phrase Comprehensive CapacityBuildingModule
(CCBM)in Karnataka most prominently refers to a high-

profile, structured counter-terrorisminitiative launched
onAugust 28,2026, by the National Security Guard (NSG)
for the Karnataka State Police Forces.

-If the secondary part of the query "nry Nsg" was
shorthand for Nursing/Healthcare (e.g., miskeyed "nrsg"),
the state also actively operates a distinct digital and
clinical nursing/healthcare capability initiative.

-TheNSG&Karnataka Police CCBM (Security Sector)
LaunchedattheManekshaw Parade GroundsinBengaluru,

o 'g- -; .

thismoduleestablishesajoint-trainingframeworkbetween
central forces and state responders.

-CorePurpose: Toelevatefirst-responder operations,
foster tactical synergy, and guarantee precise, shared
coordination during high-risk security threats.

-Key Demonstration Modules: Air Operations:
Helicopter slithering and high-rise rappelling.

-Tactical Assaults: Urban counter-terrorism
intervention drills and tactical driving.

-Specialist Units: K9tracking operationsand explosive
ordnance/bomb disposal.

-Modern Threats: Counter-drone warfare tactics
and specialized VIP/PSO protection.

-Primary Stakeholders: Managed under DG NSG
Brighu Srinivasan and Karnataka DGP Dr. M.A. Saleem,
with administrative support from Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar.

- Clinical & Nursing Capacity Building (Healthcare
Sector),

- Karnataka executes targeted initiatives via the
Karnataka State Nursing Council (KSNC) and national
institutes like NIMHANS!

-Digital Health Training: Standardized multi-week
digitalmodules deployed for Community Health Officers
(CHOs)and field workers to upgrade clinical knowledge,
attitudes, and psychiatric primary care practices.

-Continuing Nursing Education (CNE): Mandatory
structured accreditation frameworks thatenforce periodic
skillalignment, evidence-based nursing care,and hospital
infection control protocols.

-The National Security Guard (NSG) maintains elite
and versatile capabilities across the entire spectrum of
counter-terrorism and high-risk security operations.

Core Tactical Capabilities

-Rapid Insertion: Uses helicopter slithering and fast
rappellingtodeploy commandosinto hostile orrestricted
zZones.

-Urban Assault: Executes close-quarter battle and
fast room-intervention drills for built-up areas.

-Hostage Rescue: Conducts precise operations to
free hostages from terrorists with minimal collateral
damage.

-Counter-Hijacking: Respondstoaircrafthijackings
and aviation-related security threats.

-Specialized & Technological Support

0-Bomb Disposal: Detects, defuses, and disposes of
improvised explosivedevicesthroughspecialized ordnance
teams and the National Bomb Data Centre.

-Counter-Drone Operations: Deploys anti-UAV and
counter-UAVtechnologies toneutralizeairborne electronic
and drone threats.

-Protection & Capacity Building

-VVIPSecurity: Provides high-level Personal Security
Officer (PSO)and close-protection duties for designated
dignitaries.

-State Interoperability: Conducts joint capacity-
building programs, suchas the Comprehensive Capacity
Building Module and specialized training courses, to
partner with state police forces and the NSG Training
Academy

-The Special Action Group (SAG)is a core part of the
National Security Guard (NSG), serving as its primary
offensive and strike wing.Key facts about the Special
Action Group include;

- Personnel and Composition Exclusively Indian
Army: Allcommandos and officersinthe SAGare drawn
ondeputationfromtheIndian Army (includinginfantry,
paratroopers, and special forces).

-This differentiates them from the Special Ranger
Groups (SRG), which are recruited from police and
paramilitary forces.

-Two Specialized Units: The SAG is divided into two
primary operating branches:

-51 SAG: Tasked primarily with counter-terrorism
and counter-insurgency operations.

-52 SAG: Specialized in anti-hijacking and hostage
rescue operations.

The ’puss’ reached the court from Chanda Mama

"Boor" is obscene or sweet? The real question is context.

- Dr. Satyavan Saurabh

Bur"or"Bura"haslongbeenusedinmanyNorthIndian
dialects to refer to finely powdered sugar or sugar candy.
Its use in the context of puris, laddus, and other traditional
sweets is natural and intuitive. Therefore, if a word witha
similar sound has an offensive meaning in another region,
attributing that meaning to the entire song would not be
fair to the linguistic context.

The world of folk songs and lullabies is far older than
written dictionaries. They are passed down through
generations, and the meaning of their words is rooted in
the culture and way of life of the community in which they
originated. "Chandamama Door Ke" is a lullaby from this
folktradition, later gaining widespread popularity through
the 1955 Hindi film "Vachan." Thus, a folk tune and a folk
sentiment, through cinema, etched a lasting place in the
memories of millions. To view it solely through the lens of
today's local meanings would be to ignore that cultural
journey.

Thehistoryoflanguage shows that words are not static.
Theytravel,changelanguages, cultures,and their meanings
change with them. From Sanskrit to Prakrit, Apabhramsha,
and modern Indian languages, and from languages like
Arabic, Persian, Turkish, English, and French, countless
words have become so ingrained in Indian languages that
theirforeignoriginsarenolongerevenapparent.Butknowing
aword's etymology and accepting its current meaning as
equivalent toits original meaning are two different things.

Taketheword'Aurat'.Inthe Arabicetymologicaltradition,
the meanings associated with" awra' have been related
to things or body parts that were considered to be covered
or hidden. However, as it entered Indian languages, the
general meaning of 'Aurat' became established as woman
or lady. Today, it is used in everything from common Hindi
colloquial speech to literature and journalism. Can every
usage today be read in that old meaning based solely onits
historical etymology? Clearly not. This is the reality of
linguistic evolution.

The word "madam" is also an example of semantic
change and social evolution. Evolving from the French "ma
dame," thistermoriginallyreferred toawomanwithrespect.
Different phases of history have had different social usages,
but today, in English and Indian languages, "madam" is
commonlyusedtoaddressateacher,anofficer,orarespectable
woman. Therefore, to define a word's current meaning by
focusing onasingle phase of its history would be to reduce
the complexity of linguistics to a simple conclusion.

The real question isn't whether a word has a different

meaning in one place. The question is whether every word
will be read based on all its possible meanings in every
context?Ifthisweretohappen,alarge portionofvernacular,
literature, folk songs, and old proverbs would be rendered
questionableintoday's semantic system.Aword's meaning
derives from context, and ignoring context can distort
meaning.

Therefore, in such linguistic matters that arise before

courts and public institutions, it is not enough to simply
look at the meaning of a word. It is essential to consider all
aspects—the language or dialect from which the word
originated, the time whenitwasused, its meaninginwhich
region, the purpose of its creation, and its context within
the sentence. Linguistic sensitivity does not meanapplying
every potentially offensive meaning everywhere. True
sensitivityrequiresrespectingthe semanticworlds of different
linguistic communities.

This controversy also offers a significant social lesson.
Intoday'sage of digital mediaand instant feedback, it'seasy
tofind asingle meaning ofaword, butdifficulttounderstand
its history and context. The internet can instantly tell us
the meaning ofaword, but it doesn't necessarily explainits
entireculturaljourney. Therefore, "Google'smeaning" cannot
be the definitive proof ofany linguistic conclusion. Language
canonlybeunderstood by considering etymology, historical
usage, regional dictionaries, and context.

Instead of clashing with modern sensibilities, folk
language should be used as an opportunity for dialogue. If
adifferent meaning of "bur" makes people uncomfortable
in a particular region, that regional sensibility should be
understood; butit would also be inappropriate to question
the culturalmemory of centuries-old lullabies on the same
grounds. The beauty of language lies in its versatility: the
same sound can open up a world of different meanings in

different places.

The Farmer’s Dilemma:
More Crops, Less Gain

profltable sustainable andresilient. Better

Before judging words, we should examine their context.
Was the word intended to be offensive? Was it used in an
obscene manner? Or was it part of a folk tradition, food,
nature, relationship, or cultural symbol? Withoutanswering
these questions, it would be premature to judge language
based solely on the word.

In"Chandamamadoor ke, pue pakaenburke," anIndian

child sees the moon shining in the distant sky, the intimate
relationshipofhis maternal uncle,and theimagery of sweet
puris. Thisisits cultural context. To ignore this context and
grasp only the meaning of a word would be to view the
entire folk memory through the wrong lens.

Language is like a river—it keeps flowing, changing
paths, shifting banks, and carrying new meanings withiit.
It's as difficult to confine a word to its current meaning as
it is to stop a river on one bank. Therefore, the need is not
to fear words, but to understand them; not to view folk
languages with suspicion, but to embrace their diversity.
After all, words are neither good nor bad in themselves.
Meaningisformedbycontext,expressionthroughexpression,
and understanding through understanding. Kabir's lines
remind us of thishumanunderstanding: "We and youboth
areone, speakingand listening are two. Weighing one mind
against another, two minds can never be two." If we can
rise above the controversy of words and understand the
history, culture, and emotions hidden behind them, then
language will not only remainamediumof communication
but also a bridge connecting diverse India.

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh,
PhD (Political Science), is a poet
and social thinker.)

Dr. Vijay Garg

odernagriculturehasachieved

remarkable progress.Improved

seeds, irrigation, fertilizers,

machinery and scientific
farming practices have helped farmers produce
more food from the same land. Yet a troubling
questionremains: Does producing more always
mean earning more?

For many farmers, the answer is not
necessarily. A higher yield can be
accompanied by rising costs of seeds,
fertilizers, pesticides, electricity, diesel,
machinery, labour and g
irrigation. Whenmarket prices
donotincreasein proportion
toproduction costs, the farmer
may harvest more butreceive
little or no additionalincome. |2

This creates a difficult
paradox.Agricultureis often
judged by the quantity of crops
produced, while the farmer’s |
economic well-being depends 5
onsomething different—the =

accesstostorage, transportation, processing
and reliable markets can help farmers
retain more value from their produce.
Cropdiversification canreduce dependence
onasingle crop, while efficientirrigation
andresponsible use of fertilizers can lower
input costs.

Technology canalso help. Soil testing,
precision farming, weatherinformation,
improved irrigation systems and digital
market platforms can support better
decisions. Farmer-producer organizations
and cooperatives canstrengthenbargaining
power by enabling farmers to purchase
inputs collectively and market produce
in larger quantities.

Consumers, too, have arole. The food
system connects the farmer, trader,
processor and consumer. A fairer
agricultural economy requ1res greater

income left after paying the
costs of cultivation. A bumper harvest
may therefore look like a success at the
national level but may not translate into
greater prosperity for the individual farmer.

Market uncertainty makes the situation
even more complicated. Prices can fall
when production is high, particularly
when supply exceeds demand or storage
and marketing facilities are inadequate.
Farmers who cannot store their produce
for better prices may be forced to sell soon
after harvest. Perishable crops face an
even greater risk of distress sales.

Climate change adds another layer of
uncertainty. Unseasonalrain, heatwaves,
droughts, floods, pests and changing
weather patterns can damage crops or
increase production costs. Even when
yields remain high, farmers may face
greater financial risks.

The solution is not simply to produce
more. Agriculture needs tobecome more

transparency so that the value created
alongthis chainis notdisconnected from
the livelihood of the person who grows
the food.

Ultimately, the success of agriculture
should not be measured only in tonnes
per hectare. It should also be measured
by netincome, soil health, water efficiency,
resilience and the dignity of farming as a
livelihood.

Farmers should not have to choose
between producing more and earning
more.Thereal goal ofagricultural progress
should be simple: more productive farms,
lower avoidable costs, fairer returns and
a secure future for those who feed the
nation.

Dr Vijay Garg Retired Principal
Educationist and Eminent Scientist
street kour Chand MHR Malout
Punjab -152107
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MP Er. Gulam Ali Khatana holds Public Darbar at Bathindi

B HT News Network

JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 21: Member
of Parliament (Rajya Sabha-
Nominated) Er. Gulam Ali Khatana
today heldaPublic Darbarat Panchayat
Ghar, Sunjwan Lower, Bathindi,
providing residents from the
surrounding areas and panchayats
a direct platform to raise their
grievances, civic concerns and
developmental priorities.

The Public Darbar witnessed
participation from people belonging
to Malik Market, Lower Sunjwan,
Upper Sunjwan, NarwalBala, Bathindi
and other adjoining areas, besides
residents from 74 wards of the Jammu
Municipal Corporation. People from
several panchayats and localities
attendedthe programmeand apprised
the MP and concerned officials of
issuesaffecting their day-to-daylife.

Residents raised a wide range of

Several grievances resolved on the spot

concernsrelatingtoroad connectivity,
drinking water supply, power,
drainage and sanitation, public
infrastructure, civic amenities and
other developmental requirements.
The issues reflected the local
community’s expectations for
improved public services and timely
resolution of pending matters.

Seniorofficersandrepresentatives
from various government
departments, includingJPDCL, Rural
Development Department, Education,
Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer
Affairs, Health, Revenue, Tourism,
Agriculture, Floriculture, Horticulture,
Sheep Husbandry, Animal Husbandry,
Jal Shakti, Irrigation & Flood Control,
PWD, Social Welfare, Labour &
Employment, Youth Services&Sports,
Mining, BRO, NHAI, J&K Bank and
other concerned departments,
attended the Public Darbar.

The presence of officials from

different departments enabled
residents to place their grievances
directly before the authorities
concerned. Several issues were
resolved on the spot, while the
remaining matters were referred to
the concerned departments with
directions for timely follow-up and
resolution.The Public Darbar was
alsoattended by prominent citizens,
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former chairmen, Sarpanches and
local representatives.

Addressing the gathering, Er.
Gulam Ali Khatana said that direct
engagement with the public is
essential for understanding issues
atthe grassroots level and ensuring
that genuine concerns receive due
attention.He emphasised the
importance of coordinated action

among different departments and
regular publicinteraction to ensure
effective follow-up onissues raised
by citizens. He said that the
participation of officers from various
departments provides anopportunity
forgrievancestobediscussed directly
and appropriateactiontobeinitiated.

Er. Gulam Ali Khatana assured
the gathering that the genuineissues
raised during the Public Darbarwould
be taken up with the concerned
authorities and followed through
the appropriate channels.

The Public Darbar highlighted
the importance of sustained public
engagement, responsive
administration and coordinated
efforts to address the civic and
developmental concerns of residents
across Bathindi, Sunjwan, Malik
Market, Narwal Bala, adjoining
panchayats and areas falling under
the Jammu Municipal Corporation.

DC Rajouri reviews
measures for manage-
ment of stray animals

H HT News Network

RAJOURI, SEPTEMBER 21: Deputy Commissioner
Rajouri Abhishek Sharma has directed the municipal
authoritiesand concerned departments totake coordinated
measures for effective management of the stray dogs in
thedistrict.  Thedirections wereissued ata meeting
convened toreview the action taken in compliance with
the directions of the Supreme Court of India regarding
stray dog management and public safety.

The Deputy Commissioner directed the Animal
Husbandry Department and municipal authorities to
identify suitable locations for establishing Animal Birth
Control (ABC) facilities and designated feeding grounds
for stray dogs. He further called for immediate
measures to remove stray dogs from public places,
particularly areas frequented by children and the general
public, in accordance with applicable rules and animal
welfare guidelines.

The concerned authorities were also directed to
strengthen sterilization and vaccination efforts, ensure
the availability of anti-rabies vaccination facilities and
take necessary steps to prevent the congregation of stray
dogs near institutional areas and open garbage sites.

DC Rajouri reviews progress
of major projects; directs

DC reviews ODOP, District as Export Hub
Programme 1mplementat10n in Kishtwar district

DC Ramban reviews progress
of Population Enumeration in

Snow-Bound areas

time-bound completion
] HT News Network

RAJOURI,
SEPTEMBER 21: Deputy
Commissioner Rajouri
Abhishek Sharma, today
chaired a meeting to
review the progress of
major developmental
projects being executed
in different parts of the
district.

During  the
meeting, the Deputy Commissioner took a detailed review
of the to-date status of all the major projects under execution
in the district and sought reasons for delays, bottlenecks
and expected completion time of various ongoing works.

The projects reviewed included Government Degree
College Doongi, Government Degree College Darhal, additional
accommodation at CHC Kalakote, PHC Kallar Chatyar, SDH
Sunderbani and PHC Budhal, among others.

The Deputy Commissioner directed the concerned
officers to expedite the pace of work and ensure timely
completionof all projects. He stressed that quality standards
must be strictly adhered to at every stage of execution.

He further directed the departments to maintain
closeinterdepartmental coordination for prompt resolution
of bottlenecks and ensure regular follow-up of ongoing
works. The concerned officers were asked to closely monitor
the progressand take necessary measures for timely completion
of all the projects.

B HT News Network

KISHTWAR, SEPTEMBER
21: Deputy Commissioner
Kishtwar Pankaj Kumar Sharma
today chairedameetingtoreview
the implementation of the One
District One Product(ODOP)and
District as Export Hub (DEH)
programmes in the district.

The meeting was attended
by CEO KDA Kaiser Bhawani;
GMDICMohsinRaza; DSEQ/CPO
Suresh Kumar Sharma; EO MC
Mirza Mumtaz Igbal; AD
Handicrafts Pardeep Shan; CHO
Sajid Mustafa; DAO Manzoor
Ahmed; DIO NIC Faizal Khan;
Manager JK Bank Cluster Head,
besides other officers and
representatives from various
concerned departments.

The Deputy Commissioner
directed the General Manager
DICand all concerned Heads of
Departments to formulate asix-
month action plan for effective
implementation of the One
District One Product initiative.

He directed the concerned
departments to identify and
include prominentlocal products

B HT News Network

RAMBAN, SEPTEMBER 21: Principal
Census Officer (Deputy Commissioner)
Ramban Mohammad Alyas Khan today
reviewed the progress of Phase-Il Population
Enumeration of Census-2027 in the snow-
boundareasofthedistrict, hereatameeting,

Themeetingwasattended by Additional

such as Rajmash, Buckwheat
and Red Rice in the district's
export product list. He further
directed the preparation of a
comprehensive flow chart
covering the production,
processing, packaging and
marketing of these products to
facilitate value addition and
market linkages.

The Deputy Commissioner
also directed the GM, DIC, to
take up the matter with higher
authorities and initiate efforts
fororganising capacity-building
programmes in the district for
stakeholders associated with
the ODOP and DEH initiatives.

Highlighting the potential
of organically produced
buckwheat fromthe Paddararea,

the DCobserved thatthe produce
isbeing supplied to other parts
of the UT and the country at
comparatively low prices, while
processed buckwheat flour
returns to the district at
significantly higher rates.

Hedirected the GM, DICand
the Agriculture Department,
Kishtwar, to sensitise and
facilitate the FPO already
functioning in Nagseni to
undertake grinding and
processing of buckwheat into
flour locally. He stressed the
need for proper packaging and
marketing so that quality
buckwheat flour is made
available tobuyers ataffordable
rates while ensuring better
returns to farmers.

District Census Officer (District Statistics
and Evaluation Officer) Ashfaq UrRehman
and District Coordinator Anish Sharma,
whileSub-Divisional Census Officers(SDCOs),
Charge Officers (Tehsildars) and other
concernedofficersparticipatedinthemeeting
virtuallyThe District Statisticsand Evaluation
Officer briefed the Deputy Commissioner
ontheoverall progress of Phase-ll Population
Enumeration, including charge-wise
achievementsandthe statusoftheremaining
work. Reviewing the progress in Banihal,
Khari, Pogal-Paristan, Ramsoo, Ramban,
Batote, Rajgarh and Gool, the Deputy
Commissioner directed therespective Charge
Officers to maintain close field-level
supervision and ensure completion of the
assigned work within the prescribed
timelines.

TheDeputy Commissioneralsoreviewed
the preparations for collection of data for
the District Census Handbook (DCHB). He

directed the officers to complete all
preparatoryactivities for collectionof DCHB
datastartingfromOct 1,2026, which continue
till Oct 31, 2026.

The Deputy Commissioneremphasised
effectivefield-level coordination, continuous
monitoringandtimelyremovalofbottlenecks
for the smooth and successful completion
of Census-2027 in the district.

Additionally, the Deputy Commissioner
directed concernedofficerstoensuretimely
completionofthe Digital Crop Survey(DCS),
with regular monitoring and follow-up at
the field level. The Deputy Commissioner
emphasised effectivefield-level coordination,
continuous monitoringand timely removal
ofbottlenecksforthe smoothand successful
completion of Census-2027 in the district.

Additionally, the Deputy Commissioner
directed concerned officerstoensure timely
completionofthe Digital Crop Survey(DCS),
with regular monitoring and follow-up at
the field level.

J&K Autumn Session: Arvind Gupta turns up heat on Omar
Govt, says “people wants answers, not assurances”

“Capital Support for Citizen Bank and Relief on Power Tariff Must Be Addressed”: Gupta

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, September 21:
The opening day of the Jammu
and Kashmir Legislative
Assembly’s Autumn Session
witnessedasharp confrontation
as Jammu West MLA Arvind
Gupta joined the BJP’s protest
inside the House and launched
a strong attack on the Omar
Abdullah-led National

people—not avoid difficult
questions.He questioned the
government over what he
termed “unanswered public
grievances and unfulfilled
commitments”,asserting that
the people of Jammuhad been
waiting for concrete action
ratherthanrepeated assurances.

“The people did not elect
a government merely to hear
promises. They expectanswers,
decisions and delivery,” Gupta

Conference government,
questioning what he described
as the government’s failure to
address the pressing concerns
of the people.Gupta accused
the government of making
“promises to the people but
failing to provide answers when

those promises are tested on
the floor of the House.”
Raising the voice of Jammu,
Guptapressed the government
on a range of pending issues,

including the Citizen
Cooperative Bank crisis,
electricity  tariff hike,

employment-related grievances,
regularisation of workers and
whathe described as continued
discrimination againstJammu.

During the protest, Gupta
maintained that the Assembly
is the place where the
government must answer the

said, demandingaccountability
from the Omar Abdullah
government.He furtherargued
that Jammu cannot be treated
as a secondary stakeholder in
theaffairs ofthe Union Territory,
and that issues affecting the
region must receive equal.

“Old habits die hard”: Bali Bhagat slams Hamid Ansari,
questions his “Rahul Gandhi-Congress ecosystem

“From constitutional office to a ‘traitor’ to the national spirit”: Bali Bhagat on Ansari

m HTNEWSDESK

JAMMU, September 21:
Senior BJP leader and former
Minister Bali Bhagat launched
a blistering attack on former
Vice President Hamid Ansari
over his recent remarks on
“Hindu right-wing
communalism” at the A.G.
Noorani Memorial Lecture in
New Delhi. Ansari cited a
historical observationattributed
to former Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru while
discussing A.G. Noorani's
writings.

Bhagat said Ansari'sremarks
reflected what he described as
a“deeplydisturbing mindset”

towards India’s majority
community.

“WhenHamid Ansari was
in government, he spoke the
language of the government.
Afterleaving office, he appears
to have found a platform from
which toquestion the cultural
and civilisational foundations
of the very country he once
represented. This is political
hypocrisy atitsworst. Old habits

whether this is merely Hamid

for such narratives,” Bhagat
said.

He further alleged that
Rahul Gandhiand the Congress
leadership have increasingly
provided political space to
narratives that, in his view,
create suspicion around Hindu
society.

“Thereisavisibleideological
connectionin the politicsbeing
promoted by Rahul Gandhiand

die hard,” Bhagat said.

Takingaimatthe Congress
leadership, Bhagat alleged that
Ansari’s remarks fit into the
ideological narrative being
pushed by the Congress and
Rahul Gandhi.

“The country wantstoknow

Ansari’'s personal political
narrative or whetheritreflects
thelarger thinking of the Rahul
Gandhi-led Congressecosystem.
Today, whenever the Hindu
culturalmainstreamisattacked
orquestioned, the same political
ecosystemappearstofind space

the kind of arguments now
being repeated by people
associated with this broader
political ecosystem. They may
use different platforms and
different words, but the
underlying narrative remains
the same—question .

H HT News Network

DODA, SEPTEMBER 21: A
workshop on the Viksit Gram
Panchayat Plan (VGPP) under
VB-G RAM G, themed “From
PlanningtoAction,” was today
organised here in the
Conference Hall DC Office
Complex to strengthen
participatory, inclusive and
outcome-oriented planning
at the grassroots level.

Deputy Commissioner
KrishanLalwas the ChiefGuest.
Additional Deputy

@® 00 @

Workshop on Viksit Gram Panchayat Plan held at Doda

R

Commissioner (ADC) Anil
Kumar Thakur; Assistant
Commissioner Development
(ACD) Din Mohammad Afaqi,
BDOs, VIWs and other
concerned officials attended
the workshop.

The workshop provided
detailed orientation on the
VGPP planning cycle, covering
identification ofrequirements,
assessment of existing status,
gap assessment, preparation
of annual action plans,
executionand monitoringand
achieving saturation and
measurable impact.

The participants werealso
apprised of key planning areas

including natural resource | ",

management, rural
infrastructureand connectivity,
social developmentand human
capital, livelihood promotion,
environmental sustainability
and climate resilience.

The Deputy Commissioner
stressed the need for
comprehensive and realistic
Panchayat-level planningbased
ontheactual requirements of
local
“Development plans should

reflectgroundrealities,address =

communities. |

~rrcid

identified gaps and ensure
optimal utilisation and
convergence of available
resources,” he emphasised.
The DC called upon the
field functionaries to ensure
active participation of local
communities in the planning
process. He underscored the
importance of prioritising
works that have a direct and
visible impact on the lives of
rural people, while ensuring
transparency, accountability
and timely implementation.
The ADC highlighted the
importance of converting

Panchayat plansinto concrete
and time-bound actions. He
stressed coordinated efforts
byBDOs, VLWsand other field-
level functionaries for
identifying local needs,
assessing existing
infrastructure, conducting gap
analysisand preparing realistic
annualaction plans. The Deputy
Commissioner stressed the
need for comprehensive and
realistic Panchayat-level
planning based on the actual
requirements of local
communities. “Development
plans should reflect ground

realities, address identified
gaps and ensure optimal
utilisation and convergence
of available resources,” he
emphasised.

The DC called upon the
field functionaries to ensure
active participation of local
communities in the planning
process. He underscored the
importance of prioritising
works that have a direct and
visible impact on the lives of
rural people, while ensuring
transparency, accountability
and timely implementation.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI

Subject: Application of ABDUL AHAD WANI S/O
ABDUL AZIZWANI R/O CHANDKOTE Tehsil KREERI
for the issuance of income Dependent certificate

PUBLICNOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office
of the undersigned for the issuance of RBA in this
connection a report of patwari halga concerned has
been sought which reveals that the applicant family
consists of (04) members and having annual income
95000/ the details of family of the applicant are as
fallows

1..AB AHAD WANI Father 52 yearsLabour Married
2.SHAMEEMA BEGUM Mother 45 years H/W
3..SHOWKAT AHMAD WANI Brother 28 years Un,
Employed

4...JQRA AHAD Applicant 22 years student

Itis further submitted that AB AHAD WANI S/0 AB AZIZ
WANI is Labour by profession and is sole earnings in
the said family .Theapplicant needs income dependent
certificate in favour daughter IQRQ AHAD for Labour
scholarship

The applicant has applied for the issuance of income
dependent certificate as such the instant matter is
published through newspaper .

if anyone is having any kind of objection He/She may
approach this office within (07)seven days of the
publication of this notice .After passing of Stipulated
time of 07 days No objection will be entertained

NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

PUBLICNOTICE

My name has been wrongly written as SHAFIYA
ASHRAF D/O MOHAMMAD ASHRAF WANI on my
Adhaar card bearing Adhaar No ..3934 6070 8466
while my correct name is SHAFEA ASHRAF WANI
D/O MOHAMMAD ASHRAF WANI which needs to
be corrected if anybody having any objection in
this regard he/she may file his/ her objection in the
office of concerned Adhaar authority of India
within seven days from the publication of this
notice after that no objection will be entertained

Name... SHAFEA ASHRAF
D/0.MOHAMMAD ASHRAF WANI
R/0.NAGBAL

Several political leaders, activists
from Trehgam constituency join Apni Party

Altaf Bukhari, senior party leaders welcome new entrants into party fold

constituencyinto the party fold.

Accordingtoapressrelease
issued here, several political
and social activists and leaders
from Trehgam constituency
formally joined the Apni Party
during an event organised at
the party headquarters in
Srinagar on Monday.On the
occasion, AltafBukhariand other

®m HTNEWSDESK

Srinagar, Sept 21 (KNS) :
Apni Party President Altaf
Bukhari,along with other senior
party leaders, on Monday
warmly welcomed several
politicaland social activistsand
leaders from Trehgam

senior party leaders welcomed
thenew entrantsand expressed
hope that their joining would
further strengthen the party
atthe grassrootslevel.The new
entrants included National
Conference(NC)HalkaPresident
MarhamaTrehgam Constituency
Wali Mohammad Mir, Senior
Worker NCNajmu Saqib, Ashiq

Hussain Pir, Senior Worker NC
Mansoor Ahmad Waza, Senior
Worker NCNisar Ahmad Shikeh,
and others. They all hail from
Trehgam constituency.Besides
Altaf Bukahri, the prominent
partyleaderswho were present
ontheoccasionincluded Senior
Vice President Ghulam Hassan
Mir, District President Budgam.

PUBLICNOTICE

My name has been wrongly written as PEER
BASHIR AHMAD SHAH S/O PEER MOHAMMAD
AKBAR SHAH on my Adhaar card bearing Adhaar
No..3051 8110 2741 while my correct nameis
BASHIR AHMAD MUKHDUMI

S/O PEER MOHD AKBAR  which needs to be
corrected if anybody having any objection in this
regard he/she may file his/ her objection in the
office of concerned Adhaar authority of India
within seven days from the publication of this
notice after that no objection will be entertained
Name...BASHIR AHMAD MUKHDUMI

S/0...PEER MOHD AKBAR

R/0..DANGIWACHA

PUBLICNOTICE

My name has been wrongly written as SHUBA
BANO D/O GHULAM MOHIUD DIN DAR on my
Adhaar card bearing Adhaar No ..3060 9455 0226
while my correct nameis SHABINA JAN D/O GH
MOHIUDDINDAR  which needs to be corrected
if anybody having any objection in this regard he/
she may file his/ her objection in the office of
concerned Adhaar authority of India within seven
days from the publication of this notice after that
no objection will be entertained

Name...SHABINA JAN
D/O0.GHMOHIUD DIN DAR
R/0.NOWPORA JAGIR

PUBLICNOTICE

My name has been wrongly written as SAMIA
BANO D/O GHULAM MOHAMMAD NAJAR on my
Adhaar card bearing Adhaar No ..2103 8931 9395
while my correct name is SUMAYA AKHTAR D/O
GHULAM MOHAMMAD NAJAR - which needs to
be corrected if anybody having any objection in
this regard he/she may file his/ her objection in the
office of concerned Adhaar authority of India
within seven days from the publication of this
notice after that no objection will be entertained

Name...SUMAYA AKHTAR
$/0..GHULAM MOHAMMAD NAJAR
R/0..KACHWA MUQAM

PUBLICNOTICE

My name has been wrongly written as MUSRAT
JAN D/O GHULAM AHMAD RATHER on my Adhaar
card bearing Adhaar No ..2324 5010 9898 while my
correct name is MASRAT JAN

W/O WASEEM ABDULLAH  which needs to be
corrected if anybody having any objection in this
regard he/she may file his/ her objection in the
office of concerned Adhaar authority of India
within seven days from the publication of this
notice after that no objection will be entertained

Name...MASRAT JAN
W/O.WASEEM ABDULLAH
R/0.GUNDBAL PATTAN

GOVERNMENTOF(U.T)JAMMU&KASHMIR

Office Of The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.

E-mail:-

Ground Water Division Srinagar
Baghi-Ali-Mardan, NowsharaSrinagar.

hakeemmushtaq. 753 16@jk.gov.in

Extension Notice 2nd of

Re-Tender Notice/ Corrigendum.

Subject:
Reference:

26-27/Camp/2377-93, dated: 11-05-2026.

Bearing Tender ID No. 2026_PHE_315512_1.

was scheduled to be downloaded till 21-09-2026 Up-to 11:00 AM.

Construction of Production Bore Well at Madina Sanzwatroo District Pulwama.

1. This office Corrigendum Notice 1%t issued vide endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/
26-27/Camp./ 7835-47 Dated: 20-08-202 bearing Tender ID No: 2026_PHE_315512 2
2. This office Extension Notice 2" issued vide endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/

3. This office e-NIT No. 29/3S-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2026-27, issued vide
endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp/ 4044-56, dated: 09-07-2026

Due to "NO Response” for the above mentioned work’s advertised vide e-NIT No. and Tender ID No’s under reference. Which

Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285

(e

S.No. Item Fresh Date
1. Last date & Time of submission of bids 01-10-2026 Up-to 11:00 AM
2. Date & Time of opening of tenders 02-10-2026 11.00 AM

NOTE:
nos.
DIPK-5982/26
Send Dated: 21-09-2026.

All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the aforesaid e-NIT issued vide above referred endstt:

Sd/=
Executive Engineer

Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.
Ground Water Division Srinagar.

PUBLICNOTICE

[, MOHAMMAD USMAAN DAR,S/O AADIL AHMAD DAR
R/o SALUSA, hereby give this public notice that my
correct and full name is MOHAMMAD USMAAN DAR.
Thatin my Aadhaar Card bearing Aadhaar No. 9629
8005 2574, my name has been wrongly mentioned as
USMAN ADIL DAR instead of my correct name
MOHAMMAD USMAAN DAR.

I hereby declare that MOHAMMAD USMAAN DAR is my
correct name and USMAN ADIL DAR is wrongly
recorded in my Aadhaar Card.

If anybody has any objection regarding the aforesaid
correction, he/she may contact the concerned Aadhaar
Authority within the prescribed period.

Name: MOHAMMAD USMAAN DAR
R/o: SALUSA
Aadhaar No.: 9629 8005 2574

PUBLICNOTICE

My name has been wrongly written as AASHIYA
BANO D/O GHULAM MOHD RATHER on my
Adhaar card bearing Adhaar No ..6973 4633 4884
while my correct name is AISHA BANO

D/O GHULAM MOHAMMAD RATHER  which
needs to be corrected if anybody having any
objection in this regard he/she may file his/ her
objection in the office of concerned Adhaar
authority of India within seven days from the
publication of this notice after that no objection
will be entertained

Name..AISHA BANO
D/0..GHULAM MOHAMMAD RATHER
R/0.WAGOORA

GOVERNMENTOF(U.T)JAMMU&KASHMIR

Office Of The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.

E-mail:-

Ground Water Division Srinagar

Baghi-Ali-Mardan, NowsharaSrinagar.
hakeemmushtaq. 75316(@jk.gov.in
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Extension Notice 3rd,

of Re-Tender Notice/ Corrigendum.

Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285

(e

Subject:
Bore Well.

Camp/ 2363-76, dated: 11-05-2026.

2026_PHE_307393_1.

3. This office e-NIT No. 03/]S-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2026-27, issued vide
JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp/ 64-76, dated: 03-04-2026. Bearing Tender ID No.

Augmentation of Water Supply Scheme Chatterhama by way of construction of

Reference:1. This office Retender Corrigendum Notice vide endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/
Camp./ 3506-19, Dated: 19-06-2026, Bearing Tender ID No. 2026_PHE_307393_3.
2. This office Extension Notice 5 issued vide endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/

endorsem

Due to "NO Response”for the above mentioned work advertised vide e-NIT No. and Tender ID No under reference.
Which was scheduled to be downloaded till 21-09-2026 Up-to 11:00 AM.

Additional

ent No:

S.No. Item Fresh Date
1. Last date & Time of submission of bids 01-10-2026 Up-to 11:00 AM
2, Date & Time of opening of tenders 02-10-2026 11.00 AM

NOTE:
nos.

DIPK-5985/26
Send Dated: 21-09-2026.

All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the aforesaid e-NIT issued vide above referred endstt:

Sd/=
Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.
Ground Water Division Srin

agar.

PUBLICNOTICE

My name has been wrongly Written in my Bank
Passbook bearing Account number 0256040100021318
Branch Parimpora Qammarwari Srinagar.While his
Actual name is Shameema Riyaz w/o:Riyaz Ahmad
Tabardar

R/o: Rampora Chattabal Srinagar According to his
Adhaar card bearing Adhaar no.is 9982 2055 6429 .Now
| want to Correct it.Now if anybody have any Objection
he/she can contact Jkbank Manager branch b/u
Parimpora within a Period of 7days .After that No
Objection will be entiteliment

Name:Shameema

W/o:Riyaz Ahmad Tabardar

R/o: Qammarwari Srinagar

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR BOARD OF SCHOOL
EDUCATION NEW CAMPUS, BEMINA, SRINAGAR

PUBLICNOTICE

| have passed/appeared SSE(Class
10th) under Roll No. 107013017
session: AnnualRegular (Oct-
Nov)-2025 through The Jammu &
Kashmir Board of School
Education. The error has been
committed by the HSS Tilgam
against my Date of Birth as
08/10/2011 instead of 08/10/2010
Now | have applied for correction
in The Jammu & Kashmir Board of School Education,
New Campus, Bemina, Srinagar. If any person has any
objection in this regard may file the same in the office of
the Assistant Secretary, Certificates Kashmir Division
within seven days from the date of publication of this
notice, after the expiry of said period, no objection will
be entertained.

This is published for the information of the general
public.

The correct particulars be recorded as under:-

Name: Arif Rehman Kumar

Father's Name: Abdul Rehman Kumar

Mother's Name: Shakeela Begum

Date of Birth: 08/10/2010

Residence: Singpora Kalan Baramulla Mobile
N0..9149518497

GOVERNMENTOF(U.T)JAMMU &KASHMIR

Office Of The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.

E-mail:-

Ground Water Division Srinagar
Baghi-Ali-Mardan, NowsharaSrinagar.

hakeemmushtaq. 753 16@jk.gov.in
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Extension Notice 8th.

of Re-Tender Notice/ Corrigendum.

Hospital Division Baramulla. (Sl.no.3)

2026_PHE_309097_7 & _8

27/Camp/ 2412-35, dated: 11-06-2026.

2026_PHE_309097_2 & 3.

4, This office e-NIT No. 11/]S-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2026-27, issued vide
JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27 /Camp/ 818-41, dated: 29-04-2026. Bearing Tender ID No.

Subject: 1. Construction of 125 mm dia machine drilled Bore well including allied accessories in the
premises of Divisional Office (Executive Engineer Civil Investigation & Design Division PDC
Sopore) for drinking water purpose in District Baramulla. (Sl.no.2)
2. Construction and Harnessing of 01 No. 125 mm dia, machine drilled Bore-well in the premises of Mechanical &

Reference:1. This office Extension Notice 6" of ReTender Notice /Corrigendum 1% vide
Endorsement No: JS/PHE/GWDS/26-27/Camp/8384-408/ dated: 25.08.2026. Bearing Tender ID No:

2. This office Retender Corrigendum Notice vide endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/
Camp/ 2949-72,Dated: 19-06-2026. Bearing Tender ID No. 2026_PHE_309097_7 & 8.
3. This office Extension Notice 3™ issued vide endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/26-27/

Due to "NO Response” for the above mentioned work’s advertised vide e-NIT No. and Tender ID No’s under
reference. Which was scheduled to be downloaded till 21-09-2026 Up-to 11:00 AM.

Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285

endorsement No:

(if<¥

S.No. Item Fresh Date
1. Last date & Time of submission of bids 01-10-2026 Up-to 11:00 AM
2, Date & Time of opening of tenders 02-10-2026 11.00 AM

NOTE:
nos.

DIPK-5980/26
Send Dated: 21-09-2026.

All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the aforesaid e-NIT issued vide above referred endstt:

Sd/=

Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.

Ground Water Division

Srinagar.
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Javid Dar inaugurates buyer-seller
meet at SKICG

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 21:
Minister for Agriculture Production,
Rural Development and Panchayati
Raj, Cooperative and Election
Department, Javid Ahmad Dar, today
inaugurated the buyer-seller meet
organised by the Department of
Horticulture Planning & Marketing,
J&K at SKICC, Srinagar.

Theevent,themed “Transforming
Horticulture Marketing in Jammu
& Kashmir”, highlighted the
Department’s  achievements,
economic impact and various
interventions undertaken to
strengthenthe marketinfrastructure
and improve post-harvest
management in the horticulture
sector.

On the occasion, the Minister

inspected various stalls showcasing
horticulture produce, products,
technologies and marketing
initiatives. He interacted with the
farmers, growers, traders, buyers
and other stakeholders and took
their feedback regarding marketing
facilities, post-harvest management,
market linkages and issues
confronting the sector.

During his interaction, Javid
Ahmad Dar emphasized the need
for further strengthening the
horticulture marketinginfrastructure
and creating efficient, transparent
and farmer-centric market
mechanismstoensurebetter returns
to growers. He stressed upon
coordinated efforts among all
stakeholders toimprove the entire
horticulture value chain, from
production and post-harvest

handling to marketing and final
market access. He also called for
greater focus on value addition,
modern market facilities, scientific
post-harvest management and
stronger buyer-seller linkages.

The Minister said that
horticulture constitutesanimportant
component of Jammu & Kashmir’s
rural economy and provides
livelihood opportunities to a large
section of the population. He

underscored the importance of
sustained interventions to reduce
post-harvestlosses,improve handling
and storage facilities and facilitate
wider and remunerative markets
for local produce.The Buyer-Seller
meet provided animportant platform
for direct interaction between the
growers, traders, buyers, market
functionariesand other stakeholders,
enabling them to explore new
business opportunities, share
experiences and identify measures
for improving the marketing
ecosystem.The Department, through
its presentation, showcased the
impact of its market infrastructure
and post-harvest interventions.
Besides, it highlighted the ongoing
initiatives aimed at modernizing
the horticulture marketing and
enhancing the competitiveness.

B HT News Network

SAMBA, SEPTEMBER 21:
Deputy Commissioner Samba
Ayushi Sudan today chaired
ameetingofthe District Level
Review Committee (DLRC)/
District Consultative
Committee (DCC) at the DC
Office Complex, toreview the
performance of banks for the
quarter ended June 2026.

The meeting, convened
by Lead District Manager
(LDM)NishuSuppal, reviewed
key banking indicators
including deposits, advances,
Credit-Deposit (CD) Ratio,
achievementunderthe Annual
Credit Plan (ACP)2026-27,as
wellas the progress of various
Government-sponsored and
social security schemes.

Themeetingwasattended
by LDO RBI Vishal, DDM
NABARD Shalesh Sharma,
ChiefAgriculture Officer, Chief
Animal Husbandry Officer,
District Sheep Husbandry
Officer,AD Fisheries, District
Coordinators of J&RKBank, SBI,

DC Samba reviews performance of banks,
Credit Flow at DLRC meeting

PNBandJKGB, representatlves
of other banks and officials
of sponsoring Government
departments/agencies.

The LDM informed the
meeting thatbanks operating
inSambadistricthad recorded
depositsof 9,575 croreand
advancesof 5,470 crore as
on June 30, 2026, with the
district recording a CD Ratio
of 58%.Under the Annual Credit
Plan2026-27,banks achieved
advancesof 1,453.85crore
against the annual target of

3,365.40 crore, registering
anachievement 0f43%.Under
the Priority Sector, advances
stoodat 2,684 crore against
the target of 8,695 crore,
while under the Non-Priority

Sector, advances stood at
5,843 crore against the
annualtargetof 9,713 crore.
TheDeputy Commissioner
conducted anextensivereview
of government-sponsored
schemes, with special focus
onPMEGP,JKREGP, KCC,HADP,
PMAY, NRLM and NULM.
Emphasising the
importance of financial
inclusion and employment
generation, the DC directed
banks to achieve 100%
digitisation of bankaccounts
and advised all sponsoring
agenciesand bankstointensify
awareness among the public
regarding various self-
employment  schemes
launched by the government.

ADC Poonch flags off 52 Farmers
to Srinagar for Specialised

Hortlculture Trammg

B HT News Network

POONCH, SEPTEMBER 21: Additional
Deputy Commissioner Poonch Tahir Mustafa
Malik today flagged off a batch of 52 local
farmers foraspecialised horticulture training
programme in Srinagar. The farmers were
flagged offin the presence of ChiefHorticulture

Officer (CHO) Uttam Lal.

The specialised training programme has
been organised to provide farmers with
technical knowledge, practical exposure and
experience of modern and improved

horticulture practices.

Duringthe programme, the farmers would
visitand receive trainingat the Central Institute
of Temperate Horticulture (CITH), Rangreth;
SKUAST-K, Shalimar, Centre of Excellence,
Zawooraand C.A. Store, Lassipora, Pulwama.

The programme shall also include field
visits to local orchards in Shopian and
interactions with progressive orchardists and
nursery growers, enabling the participating
farmers to gain practicalinsightsinto modern
orchard management, nursery production
and other advanced horticultural techniques.

Speaking on the occasion, the ADC
emphasised theimportance of capacity building
and exposure visits in enhancing farmers'

knowledge and encouraging the adoption of
moderntechnologiesinthe horticulture sector.

The programme aims to enhance the
technical skills and knowledge of local farmers
and promote the adoption of improved
horticultural practices forincreased production,
productivity, quality and income generation.

The initiative is expected to provide the
participating farmers with valuable practical
exposure that can subsequently be shared
with other growers in the district, thereby
contributing to the overall development and
modernisation of the horticulture sector in
Poonch.

DC Rajouri reviews prog-
ress of EMRS projects

H HT News Network

RAJOURI, SEPTEMBER 21: Deputy Commissioner
Rajouri Abhishek Sharma today reviewed the progress
of ongoing works of the Eklavya Model Residential Schools
(EMRS)inthe district and directed the concerned officers
to ensure timely completion of the same.

During the review of EMRS at Gurdhan Balla, the
Deputy Commissioner directed the concerned authorities
tostartthe boundary wall construction workafter proper
demarcation of the land by the Revenue Department. He
stressed for close coordination among the concerned
departments and directed that the work be completed
within the stipulated timeline.

The Deputy Commissioner also reviewed the
progress of EMRS Hubbi and took stock of the ongoing
works. He called upon the concerned officers to expedite
the pace of execution.

The Deputy Commissioner emphasized that all
bottlenecks affecting the execution of the projects should
beidentified and resolved promptly, withregular monitoring
to ensure timely completion of the works.

The meeting wasattended by the ADDC, Malikzada
Sheraz Ul Haq; SE PWD(R&B), Manzoor Ahmed; CPO,
Magsood Ahmed; CMO, Dr Manohar Lal Rana; CEO Mohd
Hafiz; Executive Engineers of PWD (R&B) Rajouri,
Thanamandi, Nowshera, Kalakote and Koteranka, besides
other concerned officers.

GMC Srinagar team screens
95 children for hearing,
speech disorders

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Sep 21 (KNS): As many as 95 children with
hearing and speech impairments were screened during
aspecialised medical programme organised at Abhedananda
Home here by RehabNation Healthcare Foundation of
India in collaboration with the home, Department of
Social Welfare, Kashmir, and the Department of ENT,
Government Medical College (GMC) Srinagar.

The screening programme was conducted by aspecialist
team from the Department of ENT, GMC Srinagar, led by
Dr Jasif Ahmed, Associate Professor, GMC Srinagar.

The team carried out detailed clinical assessments
of the children and identified those requiring further
medical attention. Following the screening, two children
wereadvised referral for further evaluationand appropriate
management.RehabNation said early identification of
hearingand speech-related difficulties can have asignificant
bearingonachild'scommunication, learning, participation
and overall development, while timely screening and
referral can help ensure that childrenreceive appropriate
support at the right stage.The foundation expressed
appreciation to GMC Srinagar for its prompt response,
professional support and coordinationin facilitating the
screening programme.

It also acknowledged the support of the Principal,
Administrator and Head of the Department of ENT, GMC
Srinagar, for facilitating the collaboration and ensuring
the availability of specialist services.

RehabNationalso thanked Dr Mudasir Ahmed, Principal,
Abhedananda Home, for his support, coordination and
efforts to ensure that the children had access to specialist
screening services in a supportive environment.

480 medical officer posts

Shiv Sena protests new Jammu Tawi exit plan,

J&K Rehabilitation Council approves Rs 12.95

referred to JKPSC, 335
appointed so far: Sakeena Itoo

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Sep 21 (KNS): The Jammuand Kashmir
government is taking measures to strengthen
healthcare deliveryin remote and difficult areas,
including Karnah, throughrecruitment, rational
deployment and augmentation of medical and
paramedical manpower, Health and Medical
Education Minister Sakeenaltoo said on Monday.

Replying to a question raised by MLA Javaid
Ahmad Mirchal during Question Hour in the
Legislative Assembly regarding deployment of
staffand augmentation of healthcare facilities in
his constituency, Itoo said 480 Medical Officer
(Allopathic) posts had beenreferred to the Jammu
and Kashmir Public Service Commission (JKPSC).

Of these, 416 candidates have been
recommended and 335 have been appointed so
far, she said.

opposes forcmg passengers towards Narwal

B HT News Network

Jammu, Sep 21: Shiv Sena
(UddhavBalasaheb Thackeray),
J&K unit, on Monday staged a
protest outside Jammu Tawi
Railway Station against the new
exit arrangement introduced
from September 16 as part of
the station’s redevelopment,
alleging that passengers were
beinginconvenienced by being
directed towards Narwal.

Led by party's J&K president
Manish Sahni, the protesters
demanded that passengers be
allowed to choose an exit
according to their convenience
and requirements.

“Railway premises and
passengers are not the private
property of railway officials.

5L

Passengers must have the
freedomtouseanexitaccording
to their convenience,” Sahni
said.He said the new
arrangement was particularly
inconvenient for passengers
arrivingon late-night trainsand
raised concerns over the safety
and accessibility of women,

elderly people and those
travellingalone.Sahni said the
Railway Administration should
firstensure adequate facilities,
including lockers, dormitories
and public transport such as
autos, taxisand matadors, before
directing passengers towards
Narwal.

crore proposals for mobility, youth outreach

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Sep 21 (KNS): The
J&K Rehabilitation Council for
Orphans, Womenand Disabled
Persons on Monday approved
proposalsworthRs 12.95 crore
for mobility assistance to
specially-abled persons and
national exposure programmes
for children from vulnerable
and economically weaker
sections.The decisions were
taken at the 12th Executive
Council Meeting of the
Rehabilitation Council, chaired
by Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo,
which reviewed the council's
functioning,achievementsand
action plan for 2026-27.

The meeting was attended

by Commissioner Secretary,
Social Welfare Department
Sarmad Hafeez, Secretary in
the Social Welfare Department,
Director General, Budget, and
Executive Director,
Rehabilitation Council.The
meeting reviewed major welfare
interventions undertaken during
the previous financial yearand
approved anexpanded roadmap
aimed at improving mobility
and self-reliance among
specially-abled persons while
providing greater national
exposure and opportunities to
children from vulnerable and
economically weaker sections.

Amajor focus was the free
distribution of retrofitted
motorised tricycles to eligible
orthopaedicallydisabled persons

in Jammu and Kashmir.

The initiative prioritises
students, girl students, artisans
and small vendors possessing
a Priority Household (PHH)
ration card and having at least
40 per centlocomotor disability.

Commissioner Secretary,
Social Welfare Department
Sarmad Hafeez informed the
meeting that during 2025-26,
against an approved proposal
of Rs 13 crore, the department
released Rs 11.05 crore under
the CAPEX Budget to the State
Motor Garages Department for
procurement of around 1,284
motorised tricyclesThetricycles
arebeing procured through the
Government e-Marketplace
(GeM) at an approximate cost
of Rs 86,000 per unit.

Jammu Expo 2026 concludes on high note W|th overwhelmmg public response

B HT News Network

“Discover Local- Experience
Dogri Cuisine-Connect with

JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 21:
Thefirstedition of ammuExpo
2026 - A Celebration of Craft,
Culture & Cuisine successfully
concluded here at Gole Market
Gandhi Nagar, receiving an
overwhelmingand encouraging
response from the people of
Jammu.

Organised by the Jammu &
Kashmir Trade Promotion
Organisation (JKTPO)underthe
aegis of the Department of
Industries & Commerce,
Government of Jammu &
Kashmir under the tagline

@® 00 @

Markets,” the three-day Expo,
held from September 18 to 20,
2026, brought together local
entrepreneurs,artisans, MSMESs,
women-led  enterprises,
startups, ODOPenterprisesand
emerging businesses on a
common platform to showcase
their products and connect
directly with consumers and
markets.

JammuExpo celebrated the
entrepreneurial spirit, cultural
identity and culinary heritage
ofJammuand witnessed heavy
footfall throughout all three
days, withvisitors showing keen

interest in local products,
handicrafts,  handloom,
agriculture, horticulture, food

products, innovative offermgs
and products showcased by
women-led SHGs/enterprises

and local entrepreneurs. The

enthusiastic participationofthe
publictranslatedintoimpressive

and strong consumer
engagement,  providing
exhibitors withvaluable market
exposure and direct customer
interaction.

A major attraction of the
Expowas the dedicated “Taste
of Jammu” Food Corner, which
offered visitors an opportunity
to savour traditional Dogri
cuisine, local snacks, beverages
andvalue-added food products.
TheExpoalso featured cultural
performances celebrating the
rich Dogra heritage, adding to
the overall visitor experience.

The participation of rural
women Self-Help Groups,
startups, ODOP enterprises,

artisans, MSMEs and local
businesses further strengthened
theExpo'sobjective of promoting
local enterprise and creating
opportunities for market
linkages.

The successful culmination
of Jammu Expo 2026 reflected
the growing interest of
consumers in local products,
local brands and local
entrepreneurship,  while
providing  participating
enterprises with a platform to
engage with customers,
understand market preferences
and expand their reach.

TheKTPO hasextendedits
sincere gratitude to the people

of Jammu, exhibitors, artisans,
entrepreneurs, women-led
enterprises, startups, partners
and all stakeholders for their
enthusiastic participation and
support in making the first
editionof JammuExpoasuccess.

The overwhelming public
response has furtherencouraged
JKTPO to continue creating
regular, market-oriented
platforms across Jammu &
Kashmir to promote local
enterprises, strengthen market
linkages and provide
entrepreneursandartisans with
greateropportunities to connect
with consumers and wider
markets.
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Confusion in the immune system

e often think of allergies

astheresult of an unlucky

hand dealt in childhood,

or even before birth. But
"any person, at any point in their life, can
develop a new allergy", says allergist Kelly
Colas.Allergies can rear their ugly heads at
any time in life - sometimes well into
adulthood. These issues emerge seemingly
from nowhere. But asresearchers learn more,
they are identifying a number of strange and
surprising ways to "catch" new allergies -
from tick bites to hormonal swings.

The Covid 'on switch'

Some people are born with a genetic
predisposition to allergy. But "it's not all
genetics," says Ruchi Gupta, director of the
Center for Food Allergy and Asthma Research
at Northwestern University inIllinois. Often,
"something is turning it on."

One such "on switch" is Covid-19, which
can leave its stamp on the immune system
in the form of new allergies.

Confusion in the immune system

Ironically, the treatments used to address
some common illnesses may similarly have
unintended effects. Antibiotic use, forexample,
hasbeen linked to asubsequentrisk of allergies.

Gupta, who has studied factors that may
trigger allergies, says this could be because
antibiotics disrupt the delicate balance of
the gut microbiome, the massive colony of
bacteria thatlive in the human gastrointestinal
tract.

Scientists still have a lot to learn about
the gut microbiome, but it seems to play a
roleinmyriad aspects of our health - including
immune system function. Disrupting the
microbiome, Gupta says, may lead to "confusion
inthe immune system," causing what should

be harmless substances to be filed under
threats that need neutralising.

Pregnancy is another seismic disruption
to the immune system, and one that can have
unexpected effects on allergies, says Colas,
who is an allergist at the University of
Washingtonspecialisinginallergy management
during pregnancy.

About a third of women with pre-existing
environmental allergies find that they get
worse after conceiving, Colas says. There's
also a phenomenon known as "pregnancy
rhinitis," which is when a pregnant person
who has never had allergies before develops
all the telltale symptoms, like sneezing,
congestion and runny nose.

Pregnancy rhinitis probably isn't a true
allergy, but rather a temporary condition
that results in allergy-like symptoms, Colas
says. (One key point of differentiation?
Symptoms usually disappear after delivery
rather than lasting forever.) Why it happens
is "really poorly understood”, Colas says, but
it seems related to hormonal fluctuations.
The female reproductive hormones oestrogen

v
¥

and progesterone, after all, are well known
to interact with the immune system.

Research also suggests women may
experience new allergies after they hit
menopause, another time of great hormonal
change. "These hormones can do just about
anything,” Colas says.

Allergies hiding in the weeds

The bite of a lone star tick, an arachnid
native to North America but spreading to
new parts of the world as the climate warms,
can be another surprising allergy trigger —
specifically, causing reactions to red meat.

After adecadent dinner of lamb chops and
French wine during a 2007 trip to London,
Thomas Platts-Mills headed back to his hotel
for a good night's rest. But then, he says, "I
woke up at 2:30 in the morning. By 3:00, I

was covered in hives."

Platts-Mills, a professor of medicine and
microbiology at the University of Virginia in
the US, was uniquely qualified to understand
this strange sequence of events. At the time
of his trip, Platts-Mills' lab was deep in the
weeds of a medical mystery.

His team was trying to understand why
astring of patients in the US had developed
allergies tored meat after years of omnivorous
dining.

By then, Platts-Mills had a hypothesis:
these bizarre allergies seemed to follow
tick bites. His own case helped seal the deal.
Platts-Mills had been covered with, and
bitten by, larval ticks after hiking months
earlier. Subsequent blood tests showed high
levels of allergy-related antibodies. And
now, hislamb dinner had him breaking out
in hives.

Platts-Mills' unfortunate reaction helped
his team define what's today known as
alpha-gal syndrome.

Ticks can carry in their saliva a sugar
molecule called alpha-gal, whichis produced
naturally by most mammals, including those

How allergies can develop later in life

alrs = hE
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we eat. Humans, however, "lost the ability
about 10 million years ago," Platts-Mills
explains.

That means, when a person is exposed to
alpha-gal through a tick bite, their immune
system may see it as a threat and respond
accordingly. "Everything non-primate is your
enemy," Platts-Mills says. When that person
encounters alpha-gal again - perhaps while
enjoyinga juicy hamburger - they may develop
allergic symptoms including hives, swelling
and gastrointestinal discomfort.

Diagnoses of alpha-gal syndrome are rapidly
becoming more common in the US as lone
star ticks spread to new parts of the country,
well beyond their original home in the
Southeast. More than 90,000 people were
diagnosed from 2017 to 2022 alone, according
to government data.

Is there a cure for sudden-onset allergies?

While pregnancy rhinitis usually goes
away once the baby comes, many people
who develop sudden-onset allergies aren't
solucky. Whether it emerges after anillness,
a tick bite or seemingly out of nowhere, a
new allergy may be permanent.

Whetheryou're allergic to pollen or peanuts,
dust or dogs, the same general process is to
blame. Allergies happen when the body
responds to what should be abenign substance
as if it's a dangerous foreign invader and
pumps out antibodies, a type of immune
protein. When the immune system fires up,
you're left with symptoms like runny nose,
itchy eyes - or, in serious cases, even life-
threatening anaphylaxis.

"Your immune system has recognised [a
substance] as bad and created antibodies to
whatever thatis,” Gupta explains. "Now, every
time your body comes into contact with it,
it goes on attack."

In cases where later-in-life allergies have
alikely cause, such as inflammation related
toanillness or gut microbiome changes after
a course of antibiotics, there are clues about

how to potentially prevent or reverse the
damage, atleastin part. Gupta, for example,
recommends that people taking antibiotics
also consume probiotics, prebiotics, yoghurt
and fermented foods, all of which can help
support the health and diversity of the gut
microbiome.

More like this:

*The 1950s blunder causing mass allergies
in Japan

* Nine tips for beating seasonal allergies

* Are we close to a hay fever cure?

Preventing inflammation from raging out
of control during a viral illness could also
feasibly stop downstream consequences like
allergies, Curman says. "Could we affect the
development of these secondary disorders,
like asthma, with early treatment?" he asks.
That's an open question, but one worth
investigating further, he says.

Immune-modulating drugs, in general,
are promising for novice and veteran allergy
sufferers alike. Xolair, a drug that has been
used for decades to treat asthma and has
more recently proven effective at taming
food allergy reactions, works by targeting
the immune system, blocking it from mounting
an overly aggressive response that could
become dangerous or fatal.

Researchers are also studying other ways
to retrain the immune system to overcome
allergies. These experimental approaches
include vaccines that may teach the system
torespond to allergens in a more restrained
way - just as vaccines prepare the body to
fight off viruses without going haywire - and
asingle-dose treatment that aims to directly
supply the body with allergen-blocking
antibodies.

Asof now, there's no surefire way toreverse
a new allergy, Gupta says. But the future
looks bright. "I've been studying food allergies
for 20 years," she says, "and it's just such an
exciting time to see so much progress."

"Infectionincreased the risk,and vaccination
decreased the risk," explains Philip Curman,
aco-author of the study and a dermatologist
at the Karolinska Institutet in Sweden. The
immune system can run wild during a case
of COVID-19, cranking up inflammation -
including atype known to be related to allergic
disease, Curman explains.

Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) - a
common childhood illness - and rhinovirus,
acold-causing virus, seem capable of similar
effects, atleast in children, previous studies
show. Developing allergies in the wake of
theseillnessesis sometimes collateral damage
—aphysiologic example of being in the wrong
place at the wrong time, Gupta explains.

"If your body sees a type of food or an
environmental allergen coming in when your
immune system is already overwhelmed [by
fighting offa virus],” she says, "your immune
system's like, 'Okay what is this now? Just

v

get rid of everything'.
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Himangshu,

Rudrankkshci Suchika shine as

India’s gol

United News Of India

NEW DELHI, SEP 21 :India's wait
for a gold medal continued on Day 2
of the Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games on
Monday, with three more medals taking
theirtally tosix as shooting and Mixed
Martial Arts provided the biggest
highlights and the team sports
maintained the momentum.

Shooting once again led India's
medal charge, withHimanshu Dhillon
(252.4) and Rudrankksh Patil (230.9)
completingapodiumdouble by winning
silver and bronze, respectively in the
men's I0mairrifle final. China's Olympic

champion Sheng Lihao took gold with
a Games-record 254.2.

It was also the second medal of
the day for both shooters after they
had earlier combined with Parth Mane
towin silverin the men's 10m air rifle
team event. The result took India's
shooting medal haul at Aichi-Nagoya
to five.Suchika Tariyal also created
history in MMA, winning bronze in
the women's traditional 60kg category
to become India’s first Asian Games
medallist in the sport.

Inwushu, two-time Asian Games
medallist Roshibina Devi moved into

the women's 60kg Sanda quarterfinals
after defeating Bangladesh's Shika
Khatunby points difference. Roshibina,
who won bronze at Jakarta 2018 and
silver at Hangzhou 2023, is now one
victory away from securing another
Asian Games medal. Two-time junior
world champion Aryanalso progressed
tothe men's 56kg Sanda quarterfinals
after beating Afghanistan's Safi
Shahzada2-0(5-0,5-0).Intable tennis,
the Indian men and women's teams
secured their placeinthe quarterfinals
afterregistering clinical victories against
Pakistan. Both Indian teams will face

hosts Japan in their respective
quarterfinals on Tuesday.India's boxing
campaignalsobeganona positive note
with Sumit Kundu defeating Thailand's
Bunjong Sinsiri by unanimous.

decisioninthe 70kg opening round.
Kundu, one of India's two boxers who
missed out on medals at last month's
Commonwealth Games, produced his
strongest work in the final round to
complete a 5-0 victory. He will next
facelraq's AliQasim Hamdan Al-Sarra
in the pre-quarterfinals.

Meanwhile, defending champions
India began their men's kabaddi title

defence withacomfortable 49-24 win
over Japan in Group A. India will face
South Korea in their second group
match on Tuesday. The top two teams
from each group will qualify for the
semifinals.

In hockey, the Indian women's
hockey team followed up their 19-0
win over Uzbekistan with another
emphatic victory, beating Indonesia
17-1 at the Gifu Prefectural Green
Stadium. Indialed 9-0 at half-time and
extended the advantage to 14-1 after
three quarters before adding three
more goalsinthe final period. Deepika,
Sunelita Toppo, Lalremsiami, Rutuja
Pisal, SakshiRana, Salima Tete, Navneet
KaurandIshika Chaudhary wereamong
India's scorers.

In badminton, India's men's team
opened its campaign with a 3-0 win
over Bangladesh, to join their women
counterparts in the quarterfinals.
Lakshya Sen began with a 21-4, 21-4
winover AymanIbnJamanbefore Ayush
Shetty defeated Gourab Singha 21-4,
21-13. Former world No. 1 Kidambi
Srikanth completed the clean sweep
witha21-15,21-9victory over AlAmin
Jumar.Bothteamswillboth face Japan
in the quarterfinals on Tuesday.

wait continues
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Asian Games: South Korea, Thailand
reach hadminton men’s team quarterfinals

United News Of India

NAGOYA (JAPAN), SEP 21 (UNI) World No.
2 Kunlavut Vitidsarn led Thailand to a 3-0
victory over Macao, China, while South Korea
defeated Hong Kong, China 3-1 to reach the
men's team badminton quarterfinals at the
Asian Games on Monday.

South Korea took the lead when Yu Tae-bin
rallied from a game down to beat Hong Kong,
China's Lee Cheuk Yiu 18-21, 21-16, 22-20 in
the men's singles opener.

World No. 1 men's doubles pair Kim Won-
ho and Seo Seung-jae then defeated Deng Chi
Fai and Hung Kuei Chun 21-9, 21-10 to put
South Korea 2-0 ahead.

"Honestly, playing against the world No.
1is like playing against a wall. Their defense
is unbreakable. It's really impressive," Hung
said after the game.

Jason Gunawan beat Park Sang-yong 21-18,
21-17 to pull one back for Hong Kong, China,
before Kang Min-hyuk and Ki Dong-ju defeated
ChanYin Chakand Lui Chun Wai 18-21,22-20,
21-18

o seal South Korea's victory.

Thailand also reached the quarterfinals
witha3-0winoverMacao, China.2024 Olympic
silver medalist Kunlavut Vitidsarn edged Pui
PangFong21-19,20-22,21-10inathree-game

thriller, before Panitchaphon Teeraratsakul
extended Thailand's lead with a 21-8, 21-7
victory over Pui

hiChon. Puritat Arree then sealed the win
by beating Leong Iok Chong 21-14, 21-12,
accordingo Xinhua.

"ljust try my best and do everything to be
the best on the court, because right now I feel
like

Rajeev Ram flags 'genetics’
as factor in physical challenge
facing Indian tennis

Two athletes, a world
of hope as refugee team
makes Asian Games debut

United News Of India

Saptak Talwar leads strong field as
Rs 1 crore Bengaluru Open tees off at KGA

United News Of India

outing for the two Asian Games-bound golfers
before they head for the continental event.
The tournament features 132 golfers,
comprising 131 professionals and one amateur,
withinternational players adding further depth

United News Of India

BENGALURU, SEP 21 :DP World PGTIOrder
of Merit leader Saptak Talwar will headline a
strong field at the Bengaluru Open 2026 powered
by IndianOil, which tees off at the Karnataka
Golf Association (KGA) here on Monday with
atotal prize purse of Rs 1 crore.

The winner will take home Rs 15 lakh,
while the runner-up will receive Rs 10 lakh.
The third- and fourth-placed finishers will [3%8
earnRs5.998lakhandRs4.998 lakhrespectively,
underlining the substantial rewards on offer
in the fifth edition of the tournament.

Talwarwillbejjoined by fellow Asian Games-
bound golfer Veer Ahlawat, defending champion
NThangaraja, Honey Baisoya, Akshay Sharma,
Rashid Khan and local favourite Khalin Joshi in
the tournament, to be played from September
22t025.

Talwar and Ahlawat will represent India at
the Asian Games in Japan next week along with
lastyear's DPWorld PGTIOrder of Merit champion
Yuvraj Sandhu. The Bengaluru Open will

thus serve as an important competitive

to make Indian tennis sit up.

"I think Indians in general are better
with the skill side of it than the physical
side. So let's just say the deck is stacked
against us a little bit," he said.

It was, however, not an invitation to
Indian players to blame their genes, their
ancestors or their mothers.

Ram immediately qualified his
observation. Physical limitations, he said,
may exist, but they should never become
anexcuse for notbecoming the best player
one can be."l do think it does play a big
role. However, I also think that using that
asanexcuse...isnot theright mentality,"
he said."It may be the truth and it may be
the case, but I think it's short-sighting
yourselfif you feel like that's why maybe
you weren't as good as you could have
been."There is a more encouraging side
to his assessment. Ram believes Indians
possess two commodities that cannot be
boughtina gym:.

NAGOYA (JAPAN),SEP 21 :For Hunaidi Talal Hassan,
reaching the Asian Games is a dream years in the
making.

"For us, this is not just a competition, it is a dream
we have worked towards all our lives," the 18-year-old
told a press conference on Monday. "We always had
hope. And today we are here living that dream."

Hassanand fellow taekwondo athlete Muhammed
Mahmoud Jasem make up the first refugee team to
participate in the Asian Games. Both are from Syria
and now live in Jordan. At Aichi-Nagoya 2026, they
bring ambitions for the competition ahead, along with
stories of how sport helped them see a future when
one had seemed out of reach.Hassan took up taekwondo
atnine. The sport, she says, has changed many things
in her life for the better. Being at the Gamesis a source
ofhappiness and pride, made all the more meaningful
by the difficulties she has faced."We faced many
challenges, but we kept going and never gave up on
ourdreams,” she said.Jasembegan practicing taekwondo
at 14. For him, its importance has long extended
beyondtraining and competition.

BENGALURU, SEPT 21 :Tennis, like
life; hasneverbeenentirelyfair. AndRajeev
Ram, who has spent more thantwodecades
discovering precisely how unfair it can
be, believes Indian players have one more
handicap to contend with: the modern
game has become a physical business.

Ram, the recently retired six-time
Grand Slam champion and former world
No. 1 doubles player, said the emphasis
intennis has steadily shifted from finesse
and technique towards strength, speed
and physical endurance.

"The game now has become more
physical and less technical and less about,
let's say, the skill-based portion of it than
itever was,"Ramsaid replying toacouple
of UNIquestionsatthisfelicitationceremony
held by Karnataka State Lawn Tennis
Association here on Monday.

And then came the line that is likely
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to the field.Sri Lanka's Thangaraja and Mithun
Perera, Thailand's Tanapat Pichaikool, Czech
Republic's Stepan Danek, Nepal's Subash Tamang,
Bangladesh'sMd Akbar Hossain, Uganda's Joshua
Seale, Japan's Koichiro Ishika and Taiga Tanaka,
Americans Koichiro Sato and Dominic Piccirillo,
South Africa's Gerhardus Jacobus Pepler, Ireland's
Declan Kenny and Canada's Sukhraj Singh Gill
are among the overseas competitors.
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