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“Curiosity Is the First Lamp 
of Knowledge”: LG Sinha

Calls for blending traditional values with science, 
AI and ethical technology at SMVD Gurukul

HT NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 30: 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha 
today addressed the Foundation 
Day celebrations of the Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board and 
the Annual Day of Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi Gurukul, emphasising the 
importance of curiosity, values 
and scientific temper in education; 
he said science gives speed while 
values provide direction and called 
for a harmonious journey of 
artificial intelligence and 
spirituality, while proposing 
initiatives focused on values and 
science, community service, 
environmental protection and 
ethical technology.

The Lieutenant Governor, Shri 
Manoj Sinha today addressed the 
Foundation Day Celebrations of 

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine 
Board and Annual Day of Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi Gurukul. The 
Lieutenant Governor appreciated 
the initiatives undertaken by the 
Shrine Board to enhance 
convenience, safety, and facilities 
for devotees. He noted that these 
achievements reflect dedication, 
discipline, and the spirit of service, 

the intrinsic qualities to Sanatan 
culture.

Addressing the students of the 
Gurukul, the Lieutenant Governor 
emphasized the importance of 
curiosity in learning.“Curiosity is 
the first lamp of knowledge. In 
our tradition, asking questions 
has never 

HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

BENGALURU, AUGUST 30 : An NIA court has 
sentenced Syed Fasiur Rehaman alias Syed Faseeh 
Ur Rehman to seven years of rigorous imprisonment 
and imposed a fine of ₹48,000 for his involvement 
in an ISIS-linked terror conspiracy allegedly aimed 
at carrying out targeted killings to provoke communal 
riots, with the National Investigation Agency stating 
that the accused participated in conspiracy meetings 
and procured equipment for jungle-camp training 
of members of the Al-Hind group.

An NIA court sentenced a man to seven years 
of rigorous imprisonment for his involvement in 
an ISIS-linked terror conspiracy aimed at carrying 
out targeted killings to provoke communal riots, 

an official statement issued on Sunday said.
According to the National Investigation Agency 

(NIA) investigation, the conspiracy was masterminded 
by Mehaboob Pasha, the prime 

HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 30: President 
Droupadi Murmu, Visitor of the National 
Institute of Fashion Technology, will grace 
the NIFT Combined Convocation 2026 as 
Chief Guest in New Delhi on August 31, 
where graduating students from 18 NIFT 
campuses will come together to mark the 
culmination of their academic journey, 
with outstanding students set to be 
honoured with gold medals for academic 

The President of India,  Droupadi Murmu, 
the official Visitor of the National Institute 
of Fashion Technology (NIFT), will grace 
the NIFT Combined Convocation 2026 as 
the Chief Guest on 31 August in New Delhi, 
where graduating students from 18 NIFT 

campuses across the country will come 
together to celebrate the conferment of 
their degrees and 

“Ghee Must Be Derived 
Exclusively From Milk or 
Milk Products”: FDA

J&K Food and Drugs Administration 
bans 10 adulterated ghee batches 

across the Union Territory

HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 30: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Food and Drugs Administration 
has imposed an immediate ban on the sale, 
storage and distribution of 10 batches of 
ghee after laboratory tests detected markers 
of vegetable-fat adulteration and other quality 
violations, directing food business operators, 
wholesalers, distributors and retailers to 
withdraw the affected stocks within 48 hours 
and declare remaining inventory to the 
concerned authorities.

The Jammu and Kashmir Food and Drugs 
Administration (FDA) on Sunday imposed 
a complete ban on the sale, storage, and 
distribution of 10 ghee batches found 
adulterated with foreign vegetable fat, terming 
them "sub-standard, unsafe, and misbranded" 
for public consumption.

The action, taken under Section 30 of 
the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, 
came after the Notified Food Analyst at the 
National Food Laboratory, Ghaziabad, and 
the Food Testing Laboratory, Kashmir, 
confirmed serious quality violations in 
samples collected from nine districts across 
the Union Territory.

Among the banned products are popular 
household brands — Dairy Mohan, Apna 
Dairy Milk, Milk Bite, Nandni, Shahi Taj, 
Daawat Fresh, Nand Krishna, Vandu, Dairy 
Milk, and 

“The Seerah of the Prophet 
(SAW) Is a Universal Message of 
Peace and Unity”: AJKSA
Thousands participate in 
grand Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi (SAW)
rally in Srinagar

HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 30: Thousands of 
devotees, religious scholars, Zakireen, students 
and members of the Shia community 
participated in a grand Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi 
(SAW) procession organised by the All J&K 
Shia Association from Imamia Park, Doonipora, 
to Imam Bargah Zadibal via Hawal, with 
speakers highlighting the life and teachings 
of Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم and calling for 
Muslim unity, peace, brotherhood and 
communal harmony.

The All J&K Shia Association (AJKSA) 
organised a grand Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi ? 
rally today to commemorate the blessed 
birth anniversary of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad Mustafa ?, with thousands of 
devotees, religious scholars, Zakireen, students 
and members of the community participating 
in the procession.

The grand procession commenced from 
Imamia Park, Doonipora, and proceeded 
towards Imam Bargah Zadibal via Hawal, 
creating an atmosphere of devotion, 
brotherhood and spiritual celebration.Eid-
e-Milad-un-Nabi ? holds profound significance 
for Muslims across the 

“Health of the Himalayan Environment 
Must Remain Central to the Yatra”

PM Modi highlights Amarnath Yatra’s sanitation and 
scientific waste-management model in Mann Ki Baat

HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 30: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
highlighted the sanitation and 
scientific waste-management 
arrangements implemented during 
the Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2026 in 
the latest episode of Mann Ki Baat, 
recognising the coordinated efforts 
of the J&K administration and 
sanitation teams that deployed more 
than 8,000 sanitation facilities and 
scientifically collected and processed 
414.46 metric tonnes of waste under 
the Zero Waste to Landfill approach 
during the pilgrimage that concluded 
on August 28.

The comprehensive sanitation 
and scientific waste management 
system implemented during the Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra 2026 has received 
national recognition, with Prime 

Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
highlighting the Yatra’s sanitation 
arrangements and scientific waste 
management model in the latest 
episode of “Mann Ki Baat”.

The Prime Minister’s mention 
comes shortly after conclusion of the 
Yatra on August 28, 2026. It appreciably 
recognises the 

“The Conspiracy Was Aimed at 
Provoking Communal Riots”: NIA
NIA court sentences man to seven years’ rigorous 
imprisonment in ISIS-linked terror conspiracy case

“Creativity, Innovation and
 Excellence Will Shape the Future”: NIFT

President Droupadi Murmu to grace NIFT 
Combined Convocation 2026 in New Delhi today

Kaverappa turns pitch frustration 
into four-wicket haul, says 
injury layoff helped add to arsenal

P:08

HT CULTURAL DESK 

KREERI, Aug 30: The General Body of 
the Kruhen Cultural Forum Kreeri on Sunday 
approved an ambitious programme of literary 
and cultural activities, including a special 
Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi (SAW) function, a 
felicitation ceremony and a book launch on 
September 14, besides deciding to dedicate 
one day every month to Kashmiri language 
and literature in collaboration with educational 
institutions.

The important meeting, held at the Forum’s 
headquarters under the chairmanship of 
President Syed Shamim Ahmad Shamim, 
discussed in detail the organisation’s 
forthcoming programmes, administrative 
affairs, publication of its literary magazine 

Anhaar, members’ responsibilities and 
measures to further strengthen the Forum’s 
literary and cultural activities.

As per the decisions taken at the meeting, 
a special Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi (SAW) 

programme will be held at Higher Secondary 
School Kreeri on September 14. On the occasion, 
noted journalist, writer and literary and social 
personality Dr Syed Jahangir Bukhari will 
be felicitated in recognition of his academic, 

literary, journalistic and social contributions, 
including his recent conferment with an 
honorary doctorate.

A book authored by veteran researcher, 
writer and poet Noor-ud-Din Hosh Waniagami 
will also be formally released during the 
programme.

In what the members described as an 
important initiative for safeguarding and 
promoting the Kashmiri language, the Forum 
decided to collaborate with schools in the 
area to organise a dedicated Kashmiri literary 
day every month. The proposed activities 
will include debates, speeches, literary 
competitions, examinations, reading sessions 
and other educational and creative programmes 
aimed at encouraging 

Kruhen Cultural Forum Kreeri
 Sets Out to Reclaim Its Literary Legacy

Milad-un-Nabi programme, Felicitation Ceremony and Book Launch Among Key Events; 
Monthly Kashmiri Literary Programmes For Schools Announced
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to the concerned Designated Officer.
Enforcement agencies have been placed on 

high alert to monitor compliance and prevent 
any further circulation of the prohibited products.

"Ghee is required to be derived exclusively 
from milk or milk products. Any added matter 
not exclusively derived from milk fat is not 
permitted for sale under the applicable food 
safety standards," the FDA reiterated in its 
prohibitory order.

The ban, effective immediately across Jammu 
and Kashmir, has been enforced in the larger 
interest of public health and consumer safety. 
The FDA has urged consumers to exercise caution, 
verify brand names, batch numbers, and packing 
dates while purchasing ghee, and report any 
availability of the banned batches to the nearest 
food safety authority.

In an official statement, the FDA clarified 
that the prohibitory measure is precautionary 
and does not curtail the statutory right of the 
concerned FBOs to seek re-analysis through an 
FSSAI-notified Referral Laboratory.

“The Seerah of
world as it marks the blessed birth of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad ?, whose life and 
teachings represent mercy, compassion, justice, 
knowledge, brotherhood and service to humanity. 
For the Shia community, the occasion is also an 
opportunity to reaffirm love and devotion towards 
the Holy Prophet ? and his Ahl-ul-Bayt (AS), 
while strengthening the message of unity and 
harmony among Muslims.

A large number of Madrassas affiliated with 
the All J&K Shia Association from across Kashmir 
participated in the procession. Teachers, students 
and inspectors of the Madrassas joined the rally 
and presented Naat recitations in praise of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad ?. Religious scholars 
and Zakireen associated with the AJKSA also 
participated in the Milad procession.

At MK Chowk, Hawal, Molvi Syed Taib Rizvi, 
Spokesperson, All J&K Shia Association, addressed 
the gathering and shed light on the significance 
of Haft-e-Wahdat, the blessed life and teachings 
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad ? and the 
importance of Muslim unity. He emphasised 
that the Seerah of the Prophet ? provides a universal 
message of peace, compassion, justice and unity 
and called upon Muslims to strengthen their 
bonds of brotherhood while following the teachings 
of the Prophet ? and his Ahl-ul-Bayt (AS).

The procession culminated at Imam Bargah 
Zadibal, where religious programmes and Milad 
proceedings were held.

President All J&K Shia Association, Molvi 
Imran Reza Ansari, expressed his gratitude to 
the Srinagar District Administration, Srinagar 
Police, Traffic Police, SMC, Health Department, 
KPDCL, Jal Shakti and all other departments for 
their cooperation, coordination and support in 
ensuring the smooth conduct of the grand 
procession.

Molvi Imran Ansari especially thanked DC 
Srinagar Akshay Labroo, ADC Dr. Fareed, CPO 
Fayaz Ahmad, SSP Srinagar Dr. G.V. Sundeep 
Chakravarthy, SDPO Zadibal Rashid Akbar, SHO 
Zadibal Suhail, SP Traffic Zaheer, Commissioner 
SMC Fazlul Haseeb, JC Syed Abul Hassan, CMO 
Srinagar Dr. Tahir, ZMO Zadibal Dr. Rubeena, 
Executive Engineer Division-IV Syed Nisar and 
their respective teams, along with all other officers 
and officials who extended their support and 
ensured necessary arrangements.

He said that the coordinated efforts of the 

administration and field departments helped 
facilitate the peaceful and organised movement 
of the large gathering and ensured arrangements 
relating to sanitation, traffic management, health 
services, civic facilities and other essential 
requirements.

Molvi Imran Ansari also placed on record 
his special appreciation for the people of Doonipora 
and Gazidoori, Zadibal, who made extensive 
arrangements at Imamia Park and other locations 
for the devotees. He prayed for their well-being 
and appreciated their dedication and hospitality.

He further expressed his gratitude to all the 
volunteers at Imam Bargah Zadibal, who worked 
tirelessly before and during the programme to 
make the Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi ? celebrations 
successful. He also expressed his gratitude to 
local social media pages, including Voice of Zadibal, 
Azdaar Times, Hussaini Paigam Zadibal, Mission 
Kerbala, Shia TV Kashmir, Ansari Voice, Darul 
Jawad, Noor E Ahlulbayt, Mission Azadari Kashmir, 
Qarrar Studio, Imambada Zadibal and others, 
for covering and highlighting the Milad-un-Nabi 
? procession.

The AJKSA President said that the grand 
gathering was a reflection of the community’s 
deep love for the Holy Prophet Muhammad ? 
and his Ahl-ul-Bayt (AS), while also conveying 
a strong message of Muslim unity, peace, 
brotherhood and communal harmony.

Kruhen Cultural
students to develop an interest in Kashmiri 

language, literature, culture and heritage.
The meeting also reviewed the status of 

Anhaar, the Forum’s literary magazine. Dr Bukhari 
informed the members that efforts were underway 
to ensure its publication at the earliest. Members 
expressed the hope that the magazine would 
provide a meaningful platform to local writers 
and poets and give further impetus to the Forum’s 
literary activities.

The General Body also expressed satisfaction 
over the renewed activities of the Forum following 
the constitution of its new body, noting that 
literary, cultural or organisational programmes 
were now being organised almost every month. 
Members said the revival was in keeping with 
the Forum’s founding objectives and expressed 
confidence in the present leadership and its future 
programme.

At the beginning of the meeting, members 
observed a moment of grief over the demise of 
the paternal uncle of Ghulam Hassan Abu Saleha, 
son of Habba Lala. The Forum expressed heartfelt 
condolences to the bereaved family, particularly 
Ghulam Hassan Abu Saleha, paid tribute to the 
deceased and prayed for eternal peace and 
forgiveness for the departed soul.

The General Body further decided that dates 
formally approved for future programmes and 
meetings would, as far as possible, be treated as 
final and would not subsequently be altered to 
accommodate individual schedules. The members 
stressed that organisational discipline required 
the Forum’s constitution and procedures to be 
applied uniformly, irrespective of a member’s 
age, position, academic standing or literary stature.

It was also decided that members would no 
longer be individually contacted by telephone 
as a routine before every programme or meeting. 
Instead, the Forum’s official page would serve 
as the principal platform for communicating 
information about its activities, while members 
were encouraged to use the same platform for 
suggestions, queries and feedback.

Continue from Front Page..........
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“Curiosity Is 
been regarded as a weakness. The Upanishadic 

tradition is one of dialogue, reflection, and 
experience. Teachers should impart not only 
knowledge but also values and Samskara to 
students,” he said.

Highlighting the importance of balancing 
values and science, the Lieutenant Governor said 
that science gives us speed, while values give us 
direction and the balance between speed and 
direction is true progress.

“The journey of artificial intelligence and 
spirituality should proceed together. Our objective 
should be to strengthen our roots through values 
and give students new wings through science. I 
am pleased that the Gurukul has included modern 
subjects, particularly science and computer 
technology, as part of its educational system,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor urged the Gurukul 
and Shrine Board to make environmental 
consciousness a way of life. He called for initiatives 
in water conservation, energy conservation, tree 
plantation, and cleanliness, making the institutions 
living examples of sustainable development.

“Our ancient scriptures reflect deep respect 
for nature. The Prithvi Sukta of the Atharvaveda 
expresses a spirit of gratitude towards the Earth 
and a commitment to its protection. At a time 
when we are confronting the challenges of climate 
change, we need to study and understand our 
knowledge traditions along with modern scientific 
understanding,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor proposed three 
initiatives for the Gurukul including Values and 
Science Innovation Centre to create dialogue 
between Indian knowledge traditions and modern 
science, service and society campaign to connect 
students with communities through service 
activities like cleanliness, digital literacy, and 
environmental protection and future skills and 
ethical technology to prepare students for emerging 
technologies with responsibility and ethics.

“I have full confidence that Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi Gurukul will, in the years ahead, emerge as 
a centre of education where tradition and modernity 
enrich one another, and where students become 
aware, sensitive, and virtuous citizens. Knowledge 
is complete only when it is accompanied by 
compassion, humility, and a sense of responsibility 
towards humanity.

May Mata Vaishno Devi bless us all with 
strength, wisdom, and the spirit of service, and 
may she bless India to continue moving forward 
on the path of knowledge, compassion, and progress,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

Mahamandleshwar Shri Swami 
Vishveshvaranand Giriji Maharaj, Dr. Ashok Bhan, 
Shri Lalit Bhasin and Shri Suresh Kumar Sharma, 
Members, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board; 
Padma Shri Prof. Vishwa Murti Shastri, Member 
Governing Council SMVD Gurukul; Shri Sachin 
Kumar Vaishya, CEO, SMVDSB; Shri Alok Kumar 
Maurya, Addl. CEO, SMVDSB; senior officers and 
staff of SMVDSB; besides faculty members, parents 
and students of SMVD Gurukul attended the 
celebrations.

“Health of the
coordinated efforts undertaken to manage 

sanitation and waste across the challenging 
Himalayan terrain.

The Directorate of Rural Sanitation, Department 
of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj, J&K, 
implemented a comprehensive sanitation and 
waste management framework across the Baltal 
and Pahalgam axes, base camps and key Yatra 
locations. The system had been designed to cater 
to the requirements of lakhs of pilgrims while 
ensuring that cleanliness and environmental 
protection remained central to management of 
the pilgrimage.

As part of the extensive sanitation arrangements, 
over 8,000 sanitation facilities and supporting 
infrastructure were deployed across the Yatra 
ecosystem. These included prefabricated sanitation 
structures, toilets, bathing facilities and pucca 
bases, providing pilgrims with clean, safe and 

dignified sanitation facilities during the pilgrimage.
The infrastructure was backed by dedicated 

sanitation personnel deployed across the Yatra 
routes, camps and high-footfall areas. Their 
responsibilities extended beyond routine cleaning 
and included the continuous upkeep of sanitation 
facilities, cleanliness of public spaces, prevention 
of litter accumulation and maintenance of hygienic 
conditions along the pilgrimage routes.

A robust scientific solid waste management 
system was simultaneously operationalised to 
manage the substantial quantum of waste 
generated during the Yatra.

The system ensured end-to-end waste 
management, covering segregation at source, 
collection, transportation, processing and scientific 
disposal. It ensured that waste generated at base 
camps and along the Yatra routes was systematically 
channelled for appropriate processing.

Under the Zero Waste to Landfill approach, 
a total of 414.46 metric tonnes of waste was 
collected and processed during the Shri Amarnath 
Ji Yatra 2026.

The intervention assumed particular 
significance given the fragile ecological character 
of the Himalayan terrain through which the 
Yatra passes. Integrating sanitation infrastructure 
with scientific waste management helped 
minimise the environmental footprint of the 
large-scale pilgrimage while maintaining essential 
public health and hygiene standards.

Similarly, IEC interventions were undertaken 
to encourage the pilgrims to adopt responsible 
waste management practices, use designated 
sanitation facilities and contribute towards 
maintaining cleanliness of the Yatra environment.

The emphasis was on promoting a “Swachh 
Yatra” culture, positioning cleanliness and 
responsible waste disposal as a shared responsibility 
involving the administration, sanitation workforce, 
pilgrims, service providers and other stakeholders. 
The technology-enabled monitoring and field-
level supervision further strengthened the system 
by supporting oversight of sanitation services 
and waste management operations across the 
Yatra routes and camps.

Prime Minister’s mention of the sanitation 
and waste management efforts in Mann Ki Baat 
provides national recognition to the concerted 
efforts undertaken by the administration and 
sanitation teams to establish a sustainable 
framework for managing the waste and sanitation 
during one of the country’s major annual 
pilgrimages.

“Creativity, Innovation
mark the culmination of their academic 

journey at the Institute. The occasion will also 
recognize the academic excellence, creativity, 
dedication and achievements of the graduating 
students.

The Union Minister for Textiles, Shri Giriraj 
Singh, will also grace the occasion, along with 
other distinguished dignitaries, members of the 
Board of Governors, senior officials, faculty 
members, scholars and graduating students.

The Convocation will celebrate the 
achievements of NIFT’s graduating students and 
recognize their academic excellence, creativity, 
dedication and contributions during their years 
at the Institute. The ceremony will honour 
outstanding students of each Programme across 
campuses with the highest CGPA with a gold 
medal.

The Combined Convocation will be followed 
by campus-wise Degree Distribution Ceremonies, 
where graduating students will formally receive 
their degrees and mark their transition from 
academic life into the professional world.

Established in 1986 under the Ministry of 
Textiles, Government of India, the National 
Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT) is a statutory 
institute governed by the NIFT Act, 2006. Over 
the years, the Institute has emerged as a leading 
institution for fashion education, bringing together 
traditional arts and crafts, academic knowledge, 
design innovation, technology, creative thinking 
and industry engagement.

With 20 professionally managed campuses 

across the country, NIFT continues to foster an 
inclusive and dynamic learning environment, 
equipping young talent with knowledge, skills 
and creative capabilities to contribute to India’s 
fashion and creative industries.

The Combined Convocation 2026 will be a 
moment to celebrate a generation that has learned 
to transform ideas into possibilities and creativity 
into impact. As the graduates step beyond the 
Institute, they carry with them the confidence 
to shape new narratives, create meaningful 
solutions, and contribute to India’s evolving 
creative landscape. Their journey at NIFT may 
be reaching its ceremonial conclusion, but their 
journey of imagination, innovation, and excellence 
is only beginning.

The occasion will therefore stand as both a 
celebration of accomplishment and a launchpad 
for the future- honouring the achievements of 
the graduating students while looking ahead to 
the role they will play in shaping the fashion, 
design, and creative ecosystem of a new India. 
In their talent, enterprise, and vision lies the 
promise of a more creative, innovative, and 
globally connected Viksit Bharat.

excellence.

“The Conspiracy
accused in the case, who conducted several 

meetings at his residence in Gurappanapalya, 
Bengaluru.

In these meetings, the accused planned targeted 
killings to incite communal riots and further the 
anti-national agenda of the proscribed ISIS terror 
organisation, the statement added.

Convicted accused Syed Fasiur Rehaman alias 
Syed Faseeh Ur Rehman participated in these 
conspiracy meetings and purchased tents and 
knives from a Decathlon Sports store for jungle-
camp training of Al-Hind group members, the 
statement noted.

The conspiracy aimed to establish an ISIS/
Daesh wilayah (province), the anti-terror agency 
said.

Rehman has been sentenced to seven years 
of rigorous imprisonment and fined Rs 48,000.

The case was initially registered by the Karnataka 
State Police on January 10, 2020, in Bengaluru and 
was subsequently taken over and re-registered 
by the NIA on January 23 of that year.

As of now, the NIA has filed three chargesheets 
against 20 accused individuals. Previously, Haneef 
Khan was convicted on July 14, 2026, after pleading 
guilty during the trial, which began in October 
2025.

As part of the ongoing investigation, the NIA 
is working to trace the online handler responsible 
for planning and coordinating the establishment 
of the module involved in the conspiracy, the 
statement said. (Agencies)

“Ghee Must 
Mohan Dairy — with the FDA identifying 

specific batch numbers for each.
The affected batches include Dairy Mohan 

Desi Ghee (Batch No. 05), Apna Dairy Milk Desi 
Ghee (Batch No. DM-06), Milk Bite Cow Ghee 
(Batch No. 137), Nandni Desi Ghee (Batch No. 
ND-28), Shahi Taj Desi Ghee (Batch No. 134), 
Daawat Fresh (Batch No. VT09), Nand Krishna 
Cow Ghee (Batch No. PC-05-26), Vandu Cow 
Ghee (Batch No. D143), Dairy Milk Desi Ghee 
(Batch No. OM12), and Mohan Dairy Ghee (Batch 
No. 06).

Laboratory analysis revealed the presence 
of beta-sitosterol — a marker for vegetable oil 
adulteration — along with positive Baudouin 
test results, abnormal fatty-acid profiles, and 
significant deviations from prescribed 
physicochemical parameters, officials said.

The samples were originally collected from 
Anantnag, Shangus, Larnoo, Bijbehara, Samba, 
Kathua, Jammu, Tral, and Pampore.

The FDA has directed all Food Business 
Operators (FBOs), wholesalers, distributors, and 
retailers to immediately halt sales and ensure 
the complete withdrawal of these batches from 
the market. The affected businesses have been 
given 48 hours to declare their remaining stock 
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Jammu, August 30, 2026: The 
Outreach Division of IIT Jammu, in 
collaboration with Trika Consulting, 
organized a two-day capacity-
building workshop for IIT Jammu-
supported Self-Help Groups (SHGs) 
from surrounding villages on August 
29 and 30, 2026. The workshop aimed 
to strengthen participants' 
confidence, business understanding, 
customer engagement, and income-
generation capabilities through 
effective marketing.

The two-day workshop marked 
the first phase of a broader six-month 
pilot initiative (August 2026–February 
2027) under the SAKSHAM initiative, 
jointly implemented by IIT Jammu 
and Trika Consulting, represented 
by Ms. Shannu Kaw and Ms. Vishali 
Raina. Over the next six months, 
participants will continue to receive 

support through workshops, 
mentoring, and market-access 
opportunities aimed at strengthening 
their businesses and enhancing their 
incomes.

The workshop was conducted 
under the guidance and support of 
Prof. Manoj Singh Gaur, Director, IIT 
Jammu; Prof. Meenakshi Rajeev, 
Dean, Outreach and Skill 
Development; and Dr. Sameer Kumar 
Sarma Pachalla, Associate Dean, 
Outreach Department.

A total of 28 participants 
representing 20 SHGs took part in 
the workshop. The participants also 
showcased their products and work, 
providing an opportunity to highlight 
their skills, creativity, and 
entrepreneurial potential.

The inaugural session was led 
by Prof. Meenakshi Rajeev, who 
welcomed the participants and 
briefed them on the objectives and 

significance of the workshop. She 
emphasized the importance of self-
confidence, recognizing the value 
of one's work, and developing 
entrepreneurial skills for sustainable 
livelihoods.

The technical sessions were 
conducted by Trika Consulting, with 
participants actively engaging in 
interactive sessions and practical 
exercises. The sessions focused on 
self-awareness and confidence, 

recognizing product value, 
understanding customers, effective 
communication, pricing, assessing 
business performance, and identifying 
opportunities to increase earnings.

The two-day workshop concluded 

with participants identifying a 
practical 30-day business action 
plan, enabling them to translate their 
learning into concrete steps towards 
strengthening their enterprises and 
livelihoods. These action plans also 
provided a foundation for their 
continued engagement through the 
six-month pilot initiative.

The initiative reflected IIT 
Jammu's continued commitment to 
outreach, skill development, 
entrepreneurship, and inclusive 
livelihood enhancement in the J&K 
region. The workshop was conducted 
under the guidance and support of 
Prof. Manoj Singh Gaur, Director, IIT 
Jammu; Prof. Meenakshi Rajeev, 
Dean, Outreach and Skill 
Development; and Dr. Sameer Kumar 
Sarma Pachalla, Associate Dean, 
Outreach Department.

A total of 28 participants 
representing 20 SHGs took part in 

the workshop. The participants also 
showcased their products and work, 
providing an opportunity to highlight 
their skills, creativity, and 
entrepreneurial potential.

The inaugural session was led 
by Prof. Meenakshi Rajeev, who 
welcomed the participants and 
briefed them on the objectives and 
significance of the workshop. She 
emphasized the importance of self-
confidence, recognizing the value 
of one's work, and developing 
entrepreneurial skills for sustainable 
livelihoods.

The technical sessions were 
conducted by Trika Consulting, with 
participants actively engaging in 
interactive sessions and practical 
exercises. The sessions focused on 
self-awareness and confidence, 
recognizing product value, 
understanding customers, effective 
communication.

Purnima Sharma urges heightened alert-
ness in Kishtwar amid weather concerns

Nepal Tragedy Must Be a Wake-Up Call: Purnima

J&K Police In Shopian 
Attach Residential House 

Acquired Through Proceeds 
Of Drug Trafficking

�� HT  News Network

Shopian, August 30: As part of its continued crackdown 
on narcotics-related activities, police in Shopian have attached 
a residential house valued at ₹16,77,448/- belonging to Hilal 
Ahmad Dar son of Gh Ahmad Dar resident of Vehil Shopian. 
The property was identified as having been acquired through 
proceeds generated from the illegal trade of drugs and 
narcotics. Accordingly, the said property has been attached 
in connection with FIR No. 80/2024 of Police Station Shopian.

The attachment proceedings were carried out in the 
presence of duly constituted police team, Executive Magistrate, 
Lambardar and Chowkidar, ensuring full compliance with 
all legal procedures and maintaining transparency.

Police reiterates its firm commitment to eradicating the 
menace of drugs by targeting both offenders and the financial 
assets generated through illicit activities. The general public 
is urged to come forward with any information regarding 
drug trafficking or related activities.

Police Intensify Anti-Drug 
Drive In Baramulla; Wild 

Bhang Destroyed at Jabadar, 
Bijhama

�� HT  News Network

BaramullaAugust 30: Continuing its sustained campaign 
against drug abuse and illicit cultivation of narcotic substances, 
Police in Baramulla conducted a Bhang destruction drive at 
Jabadar, Bijhama.

During the drive, wild Bhang plants found growing in 
the area were identified and destroyed. The operation was 
conducted peacefully and smoothly, with police personnel 
ensuring proper supervision throughout.

Police remains committed to eliminating the sources of 
drug abuse and urges the public to extend full cooperation 
in keeping their communities drug-free and safe.

Traditional Kashmiri 
Pandit Cuisine Finds A Place 

On Delhi's Food Map
�� HT  News Network

New Delhi, Aug 30: From delicate 'Nadru 
tikki' to comforting 'Dum aloo' and rich 'Mutton 
yakhni', some of Kashmir's traditional flavours 
are coming together under one roof in the national 
capital as part of the ongoing festival, "An Ode 
to Kashmir".Exploring Travel Maps

The festival, currently underway at Novotel 
New Delhi City Centre, offers a curated showcase 
of traditional Kashmiri Pandit dishes, bringing 
together age-old recipes, regional ingredients 
and cooking techniques rooted in the culture 
and culinary traditions of Kashmir.

It is curated by chef Anupurna Kaul in 
collaboration with chef Umesh Singh, executive 
chef at Novotel New Delhi City Centre.

"Kashmiri cuisine is more than simply the 
ingredients used. It creates memories, it is 
completely seasonal and it has deep-rooted 
connections to the culture and traditions of 
Kashmir.

"Through 'An Ode to Kashmir', we hope 
guests discover this rich heritage through every 
dish, thoughtfully prepared to honour its authentic 
flavours and timeless culinary traditions," chef 
Anupurna Kaul said in a statement.

The festival presents an expansive menu 
that offers a glimpse into the diversity of Kashmiri 
Pandit cuisine, combining recipes steeped in 
tradition with dishes inspired by culinary 
memories. While the vegetarian spread features 

specialities such as 'Dum aloo', 'Warimuth' (black 
kidney beans) and 'Nadru tikki with doon chutney' 
(a lotus stem tikki served with walnut chutney), 
the non-vegetarian selection includes 'Mutton 
yakhni', 'Mujh gaad', combining radish and fish, 
and 'Tchok tchawaran', featuring tender mutton 
liver cooked in a tangy tamarind sauce.

"'An Ode to Kashmir' is not just a dining 
experience. It is an evocative celebration where 
authentic cuisine, thoughtful hospitality and 
Kashmiri inspired ambiance converge to connect 
guests to the region's enduring cultural heritage," 
Saumitra Chaturvedi, General Manager, Novotel 
New Delhi City Centre, said.

The meal ends on a sweet note with 'Dodh 
aal', a traditional pumpkin-based dessert, as 
the festival draws to a close on September 3, 
leaving diners with a taste of Kashmir's rich 
culinary heritage.

IIT Jammu Organized Two-Day Capacity-Building Workshop for Self-Help Groups

�� HT  News Network

JAMMU, August 30: BJP spokesperson 
and former Deputy Mayor of Jammu, 
Advocate Purnima Sharma, has called 
for maximum alertness, advance 
preparedness and round-the-clock 
monitoring in Kishtwar and other 
vulnerable areas of the Chenab Valley 
amid continuing adverse weather 
conditions and the possibility of heavy 
rainfall, flash floods, landslides and 
sudden cloudbursts.

Sharma said the devastating flood 
situation in Nepal’s Himalayan region 
must serve as a wake-up call for all 
mountain districts, including Jammu 
and Kashmir. She stressed that the 
administration and the public cannot 
afford complacency when weather 
conditions remain unpredictable.

 “The tragedy unfolding in Nepal is 
a stark warning for every Himalayan 
region. We cannot wait for disaster to 
strike and then begin preparations. 
Advance alertness, early warnings and 
immediate response are the need of the 
hour, particularly in vulnerable areas 
of Kishtwar,” Sharma said.

She pointed out that Kishtwar’s 
difficult mountainous terrain, deep 
valleys, rivers, streams and landslide-

prone slopes make several areas 
particularly vulnerable during intense 
rainfall. The district has already 
experienced the destructive impact of 
cloudbursts and flash floods, including 
the August 1 cloudburst in the Chatroo 
area, which triggered flash flooding, 
debris flow and disruption of road 
connectivity.

Sharma urged the authorities to 
maintain 24×7 surveillance of rivers, 
nallahs, vulnerable bridges, roads and 
known landslide zones and ensure that 
emergency teams remain ready for 
immediate deployment.

She welcomed steps towards 
strengthening weather-monitoring 
infrastructure in Kishtwar, including 
the installation of early-warning systems 
and automatic weather stations. She 
said technology must be used aggressively 
to detect dangerous weather conditions 
and communicate alerts to communities 
at risk. “An alert has value only when it 
reaches people before the danger reaches 
them. Every weather warning must 
travel quickly from the Meteorological 
Department to the district administration, 
police, panchayats, village representatives 
and the public. There should be no 
communication gap,” she asserted.

The BJP spokesperson also called 
for close coordination between the 
District Administration, Meteorological 
Department, SDRF, Police, Health 
Department, road agencies and local 
volunteers. She said rescue equipment, 
medical supplies, emergency shelters 
and essential services should be 
positioned in advance in vulnerable 
locations.Referring to the catastrophic 
situation in Nepal, Sharma said the scale 
of destruction demonstrates how rapidly 
Himalayan weather events can turn 
into humanitarian emergencies. Reports 
have described widespread destruction, 
missing people and major challenges 

for rescue teams amid difficult terrain 
and damaged infrastructure.

 “Kishtwar must learn from every 
disaster—whether it happens here or 
anywhere else in the Himalayas. 
Preparedness is not an option; it is a 
responsibility. A few hours of advance 
action can make the difference between 
life and death,” she said.

Sharma appealed to residents to 
remain calm but highly vigilant, avoid 
unnecessary travel during intense rainfall 
and stay away from swollen rivers, 
streams and vulnerable slopes. She urged 
people living in low-lying or landslide-
prone areas to follow official evacuation 
instructions immediately and keep 
emergency contact numbers readily 
available.She also appealed to citizens 
not to spread rumours or unverified 
information through social media and 
instead rely on official weather and 
disaster-management advisories.

 “There is no room for complacency 
when nature is giving warning signs. 
We must prepare before the emergency, 
not after it. The safety of every citizen 
must be the first priority, and Kishtwar 
must remain on high alert until the 
weather situation stabilises,” Advocate 
Purnima Sharma said.

Prime Minister Narindera Modi Gov-
ernment failed to curb rising price and 

unemployment,   Ajeet Bhagat 
�� HT  News Network

KISHTWAR// August 30,  
Jammu and Kashmir National 
Confrance Senior leader and 
Spokesperson for Chenab Valley 
Region Ajeet Bhagat criticize 
the BJP- led government as the 
centre has badly failed to control 
rising price and growing 
unemployment, causing 
immense hardship to the 
common people across the 
country, Despite repeated 
promises of economic prosperity 
and Job creation, the reality on 
the ground is entirely different,

The Senior National 
Confrance leader said that the 
price of essential commodities 
including food items, cooking 
gas, edible oils, vegetables, 
medicines, electricity, and other 
household necessities, have 
increased substantially over 
the years, The continuous rise 
in inflation has eroded  the 
purchasing power of ordinary 

families, forcing them to 
struggle to meet their daily 
needs

At the same time, 
unemployment has emerged 
as one of the gravest challenges 
facing the nation, millions of 
educated youth are wandering 
from pillar to post in search of 
job, Vacancies in Government 
departments remain unfilled, 
while opportunities in the 
private sector have not grown 
at the pace required to absorb 
the increasing workforce, The 
dreams and aspirations of the 
younger generation are being 

shattered due to the lack of 
employment opportunities,

Bhagat said that the 
situation is particularly 
alarming in Jammu and Kashmir, 
where unemployment among 
educated youth remains a 
serious concern, The lack of 
adequate industrial investment, 
slow recruitment processes in 
Army Police and Para Military 
services and shrinking economic 
opportunities have further 
aggravated the problem, Rising 
price coupled with 
unemployment have pushed 
many families into financial 
distress in the country,

Insted of addressing, these 
pressing issues, the BJP 
leadership continues the divert 
public attention towards non- 
issues, The people of the country 
want answers in inflation, 
unemployment, economic 
slowdown and declining 
purchasing power, not political 
rhetoric.

Auto-Rickshaw Workers’ Union 
Election Held in Ramban under 
the banner of INTUC, JKUT

�� HT  News Network

Ramban, August 29, 2026:
An important meeting and 

election of the Auto-Rickshaw 
Workers’ Union, Ramban, was 
held today in Ramban in the 
presence of senior leaders of 
INTUC J&K UT.

The meeting was attended 
by Shri Shiv Kumar Sharma, 
President INTUC J&K UT; Shri 
Naveed Ashraf Kichloo, 
Organizing Secretary INTUC J&K 
UT; Balvinder Ji; Bicku Kumar, 
President Jammu District; Varun 
Ji; and Naseer Hussain, along 
with a large number of auto-
rickshaw drivers, workers and 
union members.

During the meeting, it was 
unanimously decided, with the 
consent of the workers and 
leaders present, to temporarily 
dissolve the existing Union body 
for a period of two months. For 
this interim period, Shri Pawan 
Kumar was appointed as 
President and Mr. Sajjad Ahmed 
was appointed as General 
Secretary of the Auto-Rickshaw 
Workers’ Union, Ramban.

The decision was taken with 
the full consent and agreement 
of the workers and union leaders 
present, with the objective of 
ensuring smooth functioning 
of the union and strengthening 
its organizational structure.

During the meeting, the 
auto-rickshaw drivers and 
workers highlighted several 
important issues affecting their 
livelihood. The INTUC leadership 

extended full support to their 
genuine demands and called 
upon the concerned authorities 
to take appropriate measures.

The workers demanded that 
unreasonably high traffic 
challans of ₹5,000, ₹10,000 
or similar amounts imposed on 
auto-rickshaw drivers should 
be reviewed and a humane policy 
should be adopted. It was pointed 
out that most auto-rickshaw 
drivers belong to economically 
weaker sections and depend on 
their vehicles for the livelihood 
of their families. Excessive 
penalties place a heavy financial 
burden on these workers.

The workers also demanded 
that proper and designated auto 
stands should be established 
according to the requirements 
of different areas, so that both 
the public and auto-rickshaw 
drivers can benefit. Proper stands 
would ensure that passengers 
can easily find autos while drivers 
receive regular and organized 
work.

The Union specifically 
demanded establishment of 
designated auto stands in 

important and busy areas such 
as Banihal, Gool, Sangaldan, 
Dharamkund, DC Office area 
and other suitable locations, 
according to the requirement 
and population of each area.

It was further demanded 
that area-wise auto stands should 
be properly regulated, with autos 
operating in the respective areas 
being given priority at designated 
stands. This would help prevent 
unnecessary competition, traffic 
congestion and disputes among 
drivers while ensuring better 
transport facilities for the general 
public.

The workers also requested 
the administration and traffic 
authorities to adopt a balanced 
and worker-friendly approach, 
ensuring enforcement of traffic 
rules while protecting the 
livelihood and dignity of poor 
auto-rickshaw drivers.

The INTUC leadership 
listened to all the concerns raised 
by the workers and assured them 
that their genuine issues and 
demands would be taken up 
with the concerned authorities 
for appropriate redressal.

Dr. Satwant Singh Rissam lauds BJP MP’s reprimand 
over Sajjan Kumar visit; urges sensitivity for victims

�� HT  News Network

Jammu: Dr. Satwant Singh 
Rissam, columnist, author and 
Chairman of the Baba Banda 
Singh Bahadur Memorial Trust, 
welcomed BJP National President 
Nitin Nabin’s decision to 
reprimand three party MPs and 
seek an explanation for their 

condolence visit to the residence 
of convicted Sajjan Kumar.

In a statement, Dr. Rissam 
said the step demonstrates 
sensitivity to wounds that remain 
fresh among the Sikh community 
and reflects widespread public 
hurt over the 1984 anti Sikh 
violence. He recalled that the 
constitution of a Special 

Investigation Team under Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
led to Sajjan Kumar’s conviction 
and life sentence, describing the 
verdict as a long overdue measure 
of justice for victims and 
survivors.“The pain of 1984 
continues to live in the hearts 
of countless Sikh families,” Dr. 
Rissam said.
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Yuvacharya Mahavir Kumar
 Heralding a New Era of Spiritual Consciousness

 Lalit Gargg

Some events are merely recorded in 
history, while others possess the power 
to change the course of history itself. 
The decision of Acharya Shri 

Mahashramanji, the present Acharya of the Terapanth 
Dharma Sangh, to nominate Muni Mahavir Kumarji, 
its Chief Muni, as his successor and Yuvacharya is 
one such historic event. The announcement, made 
on July 27, 2026, on the auspicious occasion of 
Ashadha Shukla Trayodashi at the Sudharma Sabha 
complex of Jain Vishva Bharati in Ladnun, marks 
a significant new chapter in the nearly two-and-
a-half-century-old Acharya tradition of Terapanth. 
Yet, to view this development merely as the 
appointment of a future leader of a religious 
organization would be to underestimate its deeper 
significance. This nomination represents the 
recognition of a rare synthesis of profound spiritual 
discipline, expansive knowledge, human warmth 
and exceptional leadership. It carries the potential 
to give spirituality a new language, a new perspective 
and a wider global dimension in the years ahead.

In Terapanth, the position of Yuvacharya is not 
comparable to political or administrative succession. 
Leadership here is earned through self-discipline, 
not authority; respect emerges from spiritual 
practice, not position; and succession is not a matter 
of lineage, but of preserving and advancing a living 
tradition of values, discipline, austerity and spiritual 
culture. By nominating Muni Mahavir Kumarji as 
his successor, Acharya Shri Mahashramanji has 
upheld this distinctive and healthy tradition. 
Therefore, the more significant question is: Who 
is Muni Mahavir Kumarji, and what possibilities 

for the future of spirituality can be envisioned 
through his Yuvacharyatva?

The life of Muni Mahavir Kumarji itself provides 
an answer. From embracing monkhood at a young 
age to shouldering the highly significant responsibility 
of Chief Muni, his journey has never been merely 
a journey through positions and responsibilities. 
It has been a journey of self-restraint, scriptural 

study, austerity, discipline, reflection and continuous 
self-transformation. His personality combines the 
depth of a spiritual seeker with the intellectual 
vision of a thinker who understands the complexities 
of the modern age. This synthesis is perhaps one 
of his greatest strengths.

A particularly significant dimension of his 
personality is that he has never regarded spiritual 
practice and knowledge as separate domains. His 
research on environmental thought and his study 
of the ecological perspective embedded in Jain 
Agamas indicate that his vision is not confined 
merely to preserving tradition. Rather, he seeks to 
connect the timeless values inherent in that tradition 
with the pressing challenges of contemporary 
society. According to available accounts, he has 
also been awarded a Ph.D. for his research on 
environmental thought in the Jain Agamas. This 

assumes profound significance in the present age. 
The world is struggling with climate change, ecological 
imbalance, violence, psychological stress and a 
culture of limitless consumption. In such 
circumstances, the Jain principles of non-possession, 
restraint, non-violence and coexistence cease to 
be merely religious doctrines; they become essential 
questions concerning the very survival and well-

being of humanity.
Spirituality becomes truly relevant and 

transformative only when it engages with the 
problems of life and offers a meaningful direction 
for resolving them. It is in this context that the 
potential role of Yuvacharya Mahavir Kumarji 
becomes particularly important. His personality 
inspires the belief that the spirituality of tomorrow 
need not remain confined to temples, upashrayas 
and discourses. It can reach into the human mind, 
family values, social character, environmental 
responsibility and the larger question of global 
coexistence. The greatest crisis confronting human 
civilization today is not a shortage of external 
resources, but a crisis of inner balance. Humanity 
possesses enormous knowledge, but increasingly 
struggles with wisdom and discernment. Material 
comforts have multiplied, while contentment has 

diminished. Means of communication have expanded, 
yet genuine human connection has weakened. 
Individual freedom has grown, while self-discipline 
has declined. Economic development has accelerated 
the pace of life, but the direction of that race 
increasingly demands scrutiny. In such an age, the 
need for spirituality is greater than ever. But what 
is required is not a spirituality that teaches us to 
withdraw from life; rather, it must teach us to live 
life with greater awareness, restraint, compassion 
and responsibility.

The spiritual orientation of Yuvacharya Mahavir 
Kumarji points towards such a living and engaged 
spirituality. Another defining quality of his personality 
is the warmth of human consciousness. Spirituality 
becomes truly powerful when it is rooted in 
compassion for humanity. Knowledge can make 
a person a great scholar, but compassion makes 
one a truly great human being. Discipline can create 
order, but empathy and warmth create social 
cohesion. The simplicity, humility, naturalness and 
warmth reflected in Yuvacharya Mahavir Kumarji's 
personality give his spirituality a distinctly human 
dimension. In such a vision, religion need not become 
a wall separating people; it can become a bridge 
connecting one human being with another. This 
is precisely the kind of spiritual vision the divided 
world of today urgently needs.

Societies across the world are increasingly 
experiencing divisions based on caste, language, 
region, ideology and economic inequality. In such 
circumstances, the Jain principles of Anekantavada 
and coexistence are not merely philosophical 
concepts; they can become practical instruments 
for social harmony and peace. 

— Lalit Gargg
Author, Journalist & Columnist
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J&K’s Healthcare Leap: 
Innovation Must Now 
Reach the Last Mile

From AI-powered diagnostics to telemedicine and drone-
delivered blood, the Union Territory has the ingredients for 
a healthcare revolution , but technology must translate into 
affordable, equitable and timely care

The inauguration of the 3rd CII J&K Health Conclave by 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha comes at a crucial juncture 
for the healthcare sector in Jammu and Kashmir. His vision 
of “Health Services Anytime, Anywhere” captures one of the 
most important challenges facing the region: ensuring that 
modern healthcare is not confined to cities and major hos-
pitals but reaches people living in remote, mountainous and 
underserved areas.

Jammu and Kashmir is witnessing a significant transfor-
mation in its healthcare ecosystem. 

The expansion of medical colleges and institutions such 
as AIIMS, coupled with digital health initiatives, telemedicine, 
artificial intelligence and emerging technologies, is creating 
new possibilities for faster

 and more efficient healthcare delivery. Innovations rang-
ing from AI-assisted diagnostics and drone transportation 
of blood units to solar-powered cold chains demonstrate how 
technology can overcome some of the geographical and 
logistical barriers that have traditionally constrained health-
care access in the region.

Yet, the real test of this transformation lies beyond infra-
structure and technology. A healthcare system becomes 
truly successful only when its benefits reach the ordinary 
citizen. For a resident of a remote village, the availability of 
a sophisticated hospital hundreds of kilometres away may 
offer little comfort if timely transportation, emergency ser-
vices, specialist consultation or affordable treatment remain 
inaccessible.

This is why the concept of “Health Services Anytime, 
Anywhere” must be translated into a strong last-mile health-
care strategy. Telemedicine should become a dependable 
bridge between specialists and patients in remote areas. 
AI-enabled diagnostic tools should support healthcare work-
ers where specialist expertise is scarce. Drone technology 
should be deployed wherever difficult terrain makes con-
ventional emergency supply chains unreliable. Similarly, 
solar-powered infrastructure can help healthcare facilities 
maintain essential services in areas affected by power short-
ages.

However, technology alone cannot transform healthcare. 
Doctors, nurses, technicians, pharmacists and other frontline 
workers remain the backbone of the system. Greater invest-
ment in human resources, specialised training, rural postings, 
professional development and retention of skilled personnel 
is equally essential. A technologically advanced healthcare 
facility without adequate trained manpower cannot deliver 
the desired results.

Affordability must also remain at the heart of this trans-
formation. Medical innovation should not create a system in 
which advanced treatment is available only to those who can 
afford it. Public healthcare institutions must continue to 
provide quality services to economically weaker sections 
while partnerships with the private sector are carefully aligned 
with broader public-health objectives.

The CII Health Conclave is therefore more than another 
industry gathering. It provides an opportunity for govern-
ment, healthcare professionals, technology companies, 
policymakers and investors to develop a coordinated roadmap 
for the future of healthcare in J&K. The emphasis should be 
on solutions that are practical, scalable and capable of ad-
dressing the region's unique geographical and demograph-
ic challenges.

Jammu and Kashmir has the potential to become a mod-
el for technology-driven healthcare in difficult terrain. But 
the ambition should not merely be to build world-class fa-
cilities; it should be to ensure that world-class healthcare 
becomes accessible to the person living in the remotest 
hamlet.

The next phase of J&K's healthcare journey must therefore 
be measured not by the sophistication of its technology, but 
by the distance between that technology and the patient 
who needs it. If innovation can genuinely bridge that distance, 
the vision of 

“Health Services Anytime, Anywhere” can become not 
just a policy aspiration, but a transformative reality.

Built, Burnt and Reborn
The Story of Jamia Masjid Srinagar

BY AFREEN JAN

In the historic heart of Srinagar, in the old city area of 
Nowhatta, stands Jamia Masjid, one of Kashmir’s most important 
religious and architectural landmarks. The mosque has been 
an important part of Srinagar’s cultural landscape for centuries, 
and its traditional wooden architecture, spacious courtyard, 
sloping roofs and four distinctive towers give it a unique Kashmiri 
character. Jamia Masjid was built during the reign of Sultan 
Sikandar, a ruler of the Shah Mir dynasty, at the beginning of 
the fifteenth century. Historical accounts traditionally associate 
its construction with the period 1398–1402, while Sultan Zain-
ul-Abidin, the son and successor of Sultan Sikandar, is associated 
with its later development and improvement. The mosque 
subsequently became an important centre of congregational 
worship and religious life in Srinagar. Its architecture reflects 
a combination of local Kashmiri craftsmanship and influences 
from wider Islamic architectural traditions. The extensive use 
of timber, particularly in its numerous wooden pillars, is one 
of its most remarkable features. The mosque’s history, however, 
is also a story of destruction and rebuilding. A major fire severely 
damaged Jamia Masjid in 1479, after which reconstruction was 
undertaken during the reign of Sultan Hasan Shah. The work 
continued after his death and was completed under Ibrahim 
Magre. The mosque suffered further damage during a major 
fire in Srinagar in 1620, during the reign of Mughal Emperor 
Jahangir, and was subsequently reconstructed. Later, during 
the reign of Aurangzeb, the mosque again suffered major damage 
from fire and was restored. These repeated episodes of destruction 
and reconstruction demonstrate the remarkable resilience of 
Jamia Masjid and the importance attached to it by successive 
generations. For centuries, the mosque has served as a place of 
congregational prayer and religious gathering, particularly for 

Friday prayers and important religious occasions. Its location 
in the old city also connects it closely with the historic streets, 
markets and neighbourhoods of Srinagar. Beyond its religious 
importance, Jamia Masjid represents the traditional craftsmanship 

of Kashmir, preserving architectural techniques and artistic 
traditions passed down through generations. Its wooden structure 
is a reminder of the skills of the craftsmen who built and maintained 
it over the centuries. 

Today, Jamia Masjid remains an important part of Kashmir’s 
architectural and cultural heritage. Its survival reminds us that 
historic monuments are not merely old buildings; they are links 
between generations and physical records of the societies that 
created them. For young Kashmiris, the mosque offers an 
opportunity to experience history beyond textbooks—in its 

wooden pillars, traditional architecture, courtyard and enduring 
presence. As Srinagar continues to develop and modernise, 
preserving historic landmarks such as Jamia Masjid becomes 
increasingly important. Protecting such places does not mean 

preventing a city from moving forward; it means ensuring that 
development does not erase the history that gives the city its 
identity. Built during the medieval period, developed under 
successive rulers, damaged by devastating fires and repeatedly 
restored, Jamia Masjid has continued to remain an important 
part of Srinagar’s religious and cultural landscape. Its story is 
ultimately one of continuity and resilience. Built, burnt and 
reborn, Jamia Masjid Srinagar remains not merely a monument 
of Kashmir’s past, but a living symbol of its enduring heritage 
and historic identity.

The bitterness of inflation on the sweetness of sugar

- Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

The festive season in India is not only a special time of 
year, but also an important part of life. Sweets, traditional 
food, religious rituals, hospitality, and increased consumption 
are the hallmarks. This is why it's crucial to take a closer look 
at the recent increase in sugar prices. Retail sugar prices have 
risen from ₹42-45 to ₹62-65 in some cities, while wholesale 
and mill sugar prices remain high. It would be too simplistic 
to attribute this to a mere seasonal phenomenon. There's a 
larger policy issue here: Is India striking the right balance 
between sugar as a food grain, raw material, and part of its 
energy policy?

The rise in costs is due to several factors. The first reason 
is seasonal demand—that is, the excess demand during summer. 
Sugar consumption increases significantly during festivals, 
putting significant pressure on supply. On the other hand, at 
the end of the sugar production season, sugar mills begin to 
deplete stocks, narrowing the supply-demand gap. Global 
sugar prices can also impact sugar prices and market sentiment. 

However, a crucial aspect of this entire story is the country's 
mandatory ethanol rule. Blending ethanol in petrol in India 
has been a gradual process, with three objectives: reducing 
dependence on imported crude oil, providing another market 
for farmers, and providing another source of income to sugar 
mills. Therefore, ethanol should not be considered the sole 
reason for the increase in sugar prices. However, it would be 
a mistake to ignore its impact on domestic sugar availability.

If available sugar is used for ethanol production, sugar 
prices could be further pressured, impacting domestic sugar 
stocks. Now is the real test of the government's policy decisions. 
Food inflation will directly impact households, and energy 
security is a long-term goal. The call is not to discontinue the 
ethanol program, but to make it more flexible to adapt to 
market conditions. Once domestic sugar stocks stabilize, more 

scope can be allocated for ethanol production. However, given 
the limited food supply and the potential for price increases, 
there should be room for short-term adaptation measures to 
ensure domestic food availability.

The government's announcement of imports of 1 million 
tonnes of sugar and other measures, such as stock limits, will 
provide temporary relief and stabilize the market ahead of 
the festive season. However, a question arises: should intervention 
be made only after prices have risen? One indicator of the 
effectiveness of policies related to agricultural products is the 
ability to anticipate shortages. If the government has reliable 
estimates of production, domestic consumption, and the 
potential shift to ethanol, potential stock shortages can be 
easily identified. Therefore, sugar imports should not be 
viewed merely as a reaction, but as a policy approach that is 
predictable and timely. Unnecessary imports can be detrimental 
to farmers and mills and should be avoided when there is a 
shortage of the product; however, not importing when needed 
can lead to higher prices for consumers.

Dr. Priyanka Saurabh
PhD (Political Science)

Poet | Social Thinker | Columnist
Ubba Bhavan, Aryanagar
Hisar (Haryana) – 125005



SRINAGAR, MONDAY  

AUGUST 31 | 2026

My Umrah Journey 2026
From a Picture on My 

Father’s Wall to the House 
of Allah  A Son’s Journey to Fulfil 
His Father’s Unfulfilled Dream

ER ISHFAQ KHALIQ

Some journeys begin with a plan, a passport 
and a ticket, while others begin much earlier, 
quietly taking shape in the heart during 
childhood. My journey to the Holy Kaaba 
was one such journey. It did not begin on the 
morning of 25 January 2026 when I left 
Kashmir; rather, it began many years ago 
in a room where my father used to sit, meet 
people, have meals and spend time with family 
and friends. On the wall of that room was a 
photograph, or perhaps what I remember as 
a painting, depicting the sacred places, 
prominently showing the Kaaba at Masjid 
al-Haram. I was a small child then, deeply 
attached to my father and almost always 
beside him wherever he went. Whenever I 
saw that picture, a question would immediately 
arise in my innocent mind: “Baba, what is 
this place?”

My father would patiently explain to me 
that it was the place where Hajj was performed, 
that this was the Kaaba and that it was our 
Qibla. But for a child, one answer only gives 
birth to another question, and mine would 
immediately follow: “Baba, how do we go 
there?” He would tell me that it was difficult 
to go there and that we could not go at that 
time, but then he would reassure me in his 
own words: “Jab Khuda humein bhi ata 
karega, hum bhi jayenge aur aap ko bhi le 
jaunga.” When Allah makes it possible for 
us, we will also go and I will take you with 
me.

I would often become emotional and insist 
that we should go immediately, saying that 
there was no reason to wait for another day. 

Sometimes I would even start crying, but 
my father, with the patience only a loving 
father can possess, would keep me occupied 
with one thing or another until the picture 
disappeared from my mind. Yet it never 
disappeared for long. Whenever there was 
a gathering of my grand-uncles, relatives or 
elders in my father's room, my eyes would 
once again fall upon that picture, and the 
same questions would return. I would ask 
him when we would go, and he would calmly 
repeat the words that became almost like a 
promise in my childhood: “Yeli asi ti yaari 
kari Parwardigaar, asi ti gasew oud, 
InshaAllah.” When the Almighty makes it 
possible for us, we will go, InshaAllah.

Years passed, and the little boy who once 
looked at the picture without fully 
understanding its significance slowly grew 
up. I went to school, then college, pursued 
my master's studies and eventually entered 
professional life. As I grew older, I began to 
understand that travelling to Makkah and 
Madina was not as simple as travelling to 
another place; it required money, planning, 
circumstances and, above all, the call and 
permission of Allah. Even after I started 
earning a reasonable amount, there were 
always one or another hindrances that 
prevented me from making the journey. 
Interestingly, the obstacle was not really 
money, but circumstances that I could neither 
properly identify nor overcome.

Yet the dream never left me. Whenever 
I would see a photograph or video of the 
Kaaba, Masjid al-Haram or Madina, the same 
childhood feeling would return. While 
scrolling through Facebook, I would frequently 
come across reels showing pilgrims 
performing Tawaf around the Kaaba, people 
praying in the Haram or visiting Madina, 
and my watch list would often be filled with 
such content. Every time I watched them, 
somewhere inside my heart that little boy 
would quietly repeat the same words: “One 
day we will go.”

Then came the most painful chapter of 
my life.

My father became seriously ill, and one 
dreadful day he passed away. With his 
departure from this world, his dream of 
visiting the Holy Kaaba and Madina remained 
unfulfilled. I had personally witnessed how 
deeply he longed to visit these sacred places. 
Whenever anyone returned from Hajj, Umrah 

or Madina, Baba would make a point of 
meeting them and listening to their 
experiences. He would ask them whether 
they had touched the Kaaba, whether they 
had seen the Zamzam well, how Safa and 
Marwah looked, whether they had changed, 
whether they had prayed at Maqam Ibrahim 
and what the Haram and Madina were like. 
He would listen to them with such attention 

and calmness that it often seemed as though 
he was travelling through their words and 
seeing the Holy Land through their eyes.

His death left behind an emptiness that 
cannot be described easily, but along with 
the grief, something else remained in my 
heart—his unfinished dream. Somewhere 
along the way, without even realising it, his 
dream had become my dream.

In 2026, I finally made the decision to 
perform Umrah, but I did not want to make 
the journey alone. I wanted my mother to 
accompany me. Despite her advanced age, 
she agreed immediately. Her response was 
simple but profound: “Jab wahan marna hi 

hoga, to woh mitti naseeb mein hogi.” If 
death has to come there, then perhaps that 
soil will be destined for us. Her words gave 
me further courage.

My passport was already ready, and I 
applied for my mother's passport. By the 
grace of Allah, it arrived within around 
twenty days. I then contacted a tour and 
travel operator from our area, who agreed 

to take us along with 
his group on 25 
January 2026. The date 
was fixed, and from 
that day onwards, I 
began counting the 
days to the journey.

There was another 
important part of the 
preparation. I work for 
a private limited 
company where taking 
a long leave is not 
always easy, and I 
knew that my absence 
could place additional 
responsibility on 
others. When I 
approached my boss 
and explained that I 
wanted to undertake 
the sacred journey 
with my mother, 
however, he agreed 
immediately. He 
simply told me, “Just 
go and make dua for 
me and my son.” He 
also instructed my 
team members not to 
overload me with work 

during those days. To me, these are the 
qualities that distinguish a truly good 
employer from an ordinary one, and I sincerely 
believe that people who make things easier 
for others are blessed by Allah in ways that 
are not always visible.

But just when everything seemed settled, 
another test came.

As the date of departure approached, I 
became seriously unwell. Initially there 
were some health problems, but then my 
tooth developed a severe abscess. My mouth 
became badly swollen, I was unable to eat 
properly and even speaking became difficult, 
while pain seemed to spread throughout my 

body. Some hardworking doctors, who were 
also my friends, provided me immediate and 
necessary treatment, but despite their efforts 
I was not fully recovered. The inflammation 
remained and the pain continued.

The day before the journey, I was admitted 
to hospital and discharged late at night. I 
returned home knowing that the very next 
morning I was supposed to begin the journey 
for which I had waited for so many years. At 
that point, I could only place my trust in 
Allah.

Then came 25 January 2026.
I woke up for Fajr and went to the local 

mosque. When I looked outside, Kashmir 
was covered in heavy snow. The landscape 
was wrapped in white, and my first thought 
was whether the flight would even operate 
from Srinagar. Our flight was scheduled for 
1:30 PM, and the weather made me uncertain. 
At around 8:30 in the morning, however, our 
tour agent called and informed us that flights 
were operating and that we should reach 
the airport early.

Suddenly, the journey became real.
I left home carrying emotions that are 

difficult to put into words. My father was 
constantly in my thoughts. I remembered 
the picture in his room, his questions about 
the Kaaba, his desire to see Zamzam, Safa 
and Marwah and Maqam Ibrahim, and above 
all his promise that one day he would take 
me there.

Baba could not take me. But I felt that 
Allah had given me the opportunity to carry 
his dream forward.

Before leaving, I said goodbye to my 
relatives, my brother, Babi, my brother's 
daughter Zainab and other loved ones. Every 
farewell was emotional. My brother-in-law 
drove us to the airport, and after the final 
goodbyes we completed the check-in formalities 
and proceeded towards the departure area.

At approximately 1:30 PM, our aircraft 
took off from Srinagar.

As Kashmir disappeared beneath the 
clouds, I could not help but think about the 
extraordinary way in which life sometimes 
brings us back to the questions of our 
childhood. Years earlier, a small child had 
stood before a picture and asked his father, 
“How do we go there?” Now that same child, 
grown into an adult, was sitting in an aircraft 
actually travelling towards the place he had 
once only seen in a picture.
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The Hyperthermia Therapy

SURINDERPAL SINGH 

Cancer treatment has traditionally depended on surgery, 
chemotherapy and radiation therapy. In recent decades, 
however, medical science has been exploring newer approaches 
that can destroy cancer cells more selectively while reducing 
damage to healthy tissues. Hyperthermia therapy, also 
known as thermal therapy or thermotherapy, is one such 
promising approach. It uses carefully controlled heat to 
damage cancer cells or make them more vulnerable to 
radiation and certain anticancer medicines.

The basic idea sounds surprisingly simple: heat can be 
used as a weapon against cancer. But behind this simple 
idea lies sophisticated technology capable of delivering 
and monitoring heat precisely inside or around a tumour.

Hyperthermia therapy is a cancer treatment in which 
selected body tissues are heated to temperatures higher 
than normal. At sufficiently high temperatures, cancer cells 
can be damaged or destroyed. At somewhat lower 
temperatures, heat can make cancer cells more sensitive 
to radiation therapy and certain chemotherapy drugs.

Cancer cells can be particularly vulnerable to changes 
in temperature because tumours often have abnormal 
blood vessels and poor circulation. These differences can 
make it more difficult for cancer cells to tolerate heat. Heat 
can also interfere with proteins, cell membranes and 
mechanisms involved in repairing cellular damage.

Importantly, hyperthermia is usually not a replacement 
for standard cancer treatment. It is generally used alongside 
radiation, chemotherapy or surgery in selected situations.

Hyperthermia can work in several ways.
First, sufficiently high temperatures can directly damage 

cancer cells. Second, heat can interfere with the ability of 
damaged cells to repair themselves. Third, hyperthermia 
can sometimes improve the effectiveness of radiation and 
certain chemotherapy medicines. In simple words, heat 
may weaken the cancer cells and allow another treatment 
to attack them more effectively.

Hyperthermia can be broadly divided into three categories.
LOCAL HYPERTHERMIA 
Local hyperthermia heats a small, specific area containing 

a tumour. Radiofrequency waves, microwaves, ultrasound 
or other forms of energy may be used.

One important example is radiofrequency ablation 
(RFA). A thin probe is guided into a tumour, and radiofrequency 
energy generates intense heat that destroys the targeted 
tissue. RFA is commonly used for selected tumours, including 
some cancers of the liver, kidney and lung. The major 
advantage is precision: instead of exposing the entire body 
to high temperatures, doctors can concentrate the treatment 
on the tumour.

REGIONAL HYPERTHERMIA 
Regional hyperthermia heats a larger part of the body, 

such as an organ, limb or body cavity. In some techniques, 
heated chemotherapy may be circulated through a particular 
region.

A well-known example is hyperthermic intraperitoneal 

chemotherapy (HIPEC), in which heated chemotherapy is 
circulated inside the abdominal cavity during surgery for 
selected cancers. The combination of heat and chemotherapy 
is intended to improve the treatment of cancer cells in that 
region.

WHOLE-BODY HYPERTHERMIA 
Whole-body hyperthermia raises the patient's overall 

body temperature for a limited period. Heated blankets, 
water systems or specialised chambers may be used.

This approach has been investigated particularly for 
advanced or metastatic cancers, often in combination with 
chemotherapy. However, whole-body hyperthermia is 
much more demanding because raising the temperature 
of the entire body can also affect healthy organs.

Advantages of Hyperthermia Therapy
Perhaps the greatest promise of hyperthermia is its 

ability to work with, rather than simply instead of, established 
treatments. Studies have shown that hyperthermia can 

make cancer cells more susceptible to radiation and certain 
chemotherapy drugs. Thus, it can potentially become an 
important partner in combination cancer therapy.

Techniques such as radiofrequency ablation can destroy 
selected tumours using a probe rather than removing the 
entire tumour surgically. This can be particularly useful 
for patients who are not suitable candidates for conventional 
surgery.

Modern equipment allows doctors to focus heat on a 
particular tumour or region. Imaging and temperature-
monitoring technologies can help clinicians control the 
treatment and reduce unnecessary exposure of surrounding 
tissues.

Hyperthermia is being investigated for a wide variety 
of cancers, including cancers of the bladder, breast, cervix, 
liver, lung, brain, head and neck, oesophagus and other 
organs. This does not mean it is equally effective for all 
these cancers. Rather, it shows the breadth of ongoing 
research.

Cancer cells sometimes become resistant to chemotherapy 
or radiation. Heat can affect cellular repair mechanisms 
and may make certain resistant cancer cells more vulnerable. 
This is an important area of scientific research.

Despite its promise, hyperthermia is not a miracle cure 
for cancer.

The biggest challenge is delivering enough heat to 
damage the tumour without injuring nearby healthy tissues. 
Different tissues respond differently to heat and temperatures 

inside a tumour may not be uniform. This makes accurate 
temperature measurement and control extremely important.

Hyperthermia requires specialised machines, trained 
professionals and appropriate monitoring systems. 
Consequently, it is not widely available at all cancer centres.

Depending on the technique, patients may experience 
pain, burns, blistering, swelling, bleeding, infection or blood 
clots. Whole-body or regional treatment can cause nausea, 
vomiting and diarrhoea. Rarely, more serious effects involving 
the heart, blood vessels or other organs may occur.

The usefulness of hyperthermia depends on the type, 
location and stage of cancer, as well as the patient's overall 
condition. It must therefore be selected carefully by an 
oncology team.

Although clinical studies have demonstrated benefits 
in particular settings, hyperthermia remains unavailable 
routinely in many places, and its ability to improve long-
term survival is not established for all cancers and treatment 
situations. Therefore, patients should be cautious about 
clinics that advertise hyperthermia as a universal or guaranteed 
cancer cure.

The future of hyperthermia may be particularly exciting 
because medicine is becoming increasingly precise.

One major area of development is better temperature 
monitoring. Future systems may allow doctors to create 
detailed three-dimensional temperature maps of a tumour 
in real time. This could make treatment safer and more 
accurate.

Another important possibility is the combination of 
hyperthermia with immunotherapy. Researchers are 
investigating whether heat-induced changes in tumours 
can help the immune system recognise and attack cancer 
cells more effectively.

Artificial intelligence could also have an important 
role. AI-assisted imaging and treatment planning may help 
doctors identify the precise location of a tumour and determine 
how heat should be delivered. Advanced computer systems 
could potentially adjust energy delivery continuously 
according to real-time temperature measurements.

Scientists are also studying ways to reach tumours 
located deep inside the body. Better radiofrequency, microwave, 
ultrasound and other energy-delivery technologies could 
make treatment more precise and expand the number of 
cancers that can potentially be treated.

The future may move beyond the idea of giving the 
same thermal treatment to every patient.

Cancer is biologically different from one patient to 
another. In the future, doctors may combine tumour biology, 
imaging, genetic information and real-time temperature 
data to design a personalised thermal treatment plan.

The objective would be to attack cancer through several 
different biological pathways while minimising injury to 
healthy tissues.

For many cancer patients, hyperthermia is considered 
a complementary treatment within a broader cancer-
treatment plan, rather than a universal replacement for 
established therapies. The appropriate treatment depends 
on the cancer type, stage, location and individual patient 
factors.This distinction is extremely important because 
exaggerated claims about alternative cancer treatments 
can give patients false hope and may lead them to delay 
proven treatment.

Surinderpal Singh 
Faculty In Science Department 

Sri Amritsar Sahib 
Punjab.

From Knowledge to Change: 
A Teacher’s Journey

Dr. Vijay Garg,

A teacher is not merely someone who 
teaches from books. A teacher develops thinking, 
encourages students to ask questions and 
prepares them to build their future. A true 
teacher goes beyond the four walls of the 
classroom and contributes to positive change 
in society.

For me, being a teacher has never been 
just a profession; it has been a responsibility 
and a lifelong journey. 

My years in teaching taught me that the 
real value of knowledge lies in using it to make 
someone’s life better.

A Journey That Began in the Classroom
A teacher’s first responsibility is not simply 

to prepare students for examinations, but to 
prepare them for life. While teaching 
mathematics, I always tried to ensure that 
students did not merely memorise formulas 
but learned to reason, understand problems 
and find solutions.

The purpose of education is not only to 
achieve marks. It is to develop a mindset that 
enables students to make sound decisions in 
changing circumstances.

From Teacher to School Leader
When a teacher becomes a principal, 

responsibilities increase. The focus is no longer 
only on students but also on creating a positive 
academic culture throughout the school.

A good school is not merely one that produces 
excellent examination results. It is one where 
students feel free to ask questions, teachers 
adopt new teaching methods and every child 
receives an opportunity to progress.

This belief inspired me to connect education 
with technology and new learning resources.

Taking Education Beyond the Classroom
Retirement, for me, was not a farewell to 

education. It provided an 
opportunity to continue the educational 

journey in a new form.
Writing became an effective way of sharing 

knowledge. Articles on education, science, 
technology, environment, health, social 
awareness and contemporary issues became 
an important part of my continuing journey.

I believe that when a teacher keeps 
knowledge only to himself, a large part of his 
potential remains unused. The more knowledge 
is shared, the more it grows.

Books and Writing: Bridges of Knowledge

Writing books has never been merely an 
attempt to become an author. It has been an 
effort to bring knowledge to students and 
ordinary readers in simple and accessible 
language.

Making science understandable, discussing 
educational challenges and guiding young 
people about new career and learning 
opportunities are, for me, extensions of the 
teaching profession.

The Teacher in the Digital Age
Today, the role of a teacher is more important 

than ever. Students have no shortage of 
information. The internet and artificial 
intelligence can provide thousands of answers 
within seconds.

But information and knowledge are not 
the same.

The teacher’s role is no longer simply to 
provide answers. A teacher must help students 
understand which questions to ask, which 
information is reliable and how that information 
should be used.

In the age of AI, the importance of human 
teachers may actually increase. Machines can 
provide information, but developing thinking, 
values, empathy and responsibility still requires 
human guidance.

Where Does Real Change Begin?
Social change does not always begin with 

great speeches. Sometimes it begins with a 
teacher’s single sentence, an opportunity given 
to a student or a book that changes the way 
someone thinks.

When a teacher builds confidence in a 
student, he is not merely changing the life of 
one child. He may be influencing a future family, 
institution and perhaps even society.

That is the greatest strength of a teacher.
From Knowledge to Change
My journey as a teacher has taught me one 

simple truth:
Knowledge is not an end in itself. Knowledge 

is the light that shows the way towards change.
A teacher’s real success is not measured 

by the number of students taught, but by how 
many minds have been inspired to learn, think 
independently and contribute to society.

Therefore, Teacher’s Day should not be 
merely a day to congratulate teachers. It should 
also be a day to ask ourselves:

“Is our education only providing information, 
or is it creating positive change?”

If our knowledge inspires even one student 
to think better, live better and contribute towards 
a better society, then the teacher’s journey has 
been successful.

Because a true teacher continues teaching 
even after the classroom ends—through ideas, 
writing and the example of his own life.
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�� HT  News Network

JAMMU, AUGUST 30: BJP 
OBC Morcha, Jammu, organised 
programme to listen to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
monthly radio address ‘Mann 
Ki Baat’ 137th episode at Ram 
Mandir, Ward No. 28, Jammu 
West, where party workers, 
office bearers and members of 
the local community 
participated.

The programme was 
organised under the 
arrangements made by BJP 
Protocol In-charge Vikrant 
Gupta and Shakti Kendra 
Pramukh Ravinder Birpuria.

Brahamjyot Satti, president 

BJP OBC Morcha , Sunny 
Sangotra, State General 
Secretary, OBC Morcha; Ram 
Pal, State Treasurer, OBC Morcha; 
Arun Sethi, District President, 
OBC Morcha; Rakesh Pandey, 
District Vice President, OBC 
Morcha; Rajesh Verma; Sanjay 

Verma, District General 
Secretary, OBC Morcha; Parveen 
Badyal, District Secretary, OBC 
Morcha; Booth Presidents Vimal 
Gupta, Kusmakar Bhagat, Shashi 
Pal Singh and Naresh Bhagat, 
representing Booth Nos. 90, 91, 
105 and 106, besides other BJP 

workers and prominent 
members of the local community 
were present on the occasion.

During his address, in Mann 
ki baat 137th episode, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
highlighted a number of 
important national issues and 
inspiring initiatives, with 
particular emphasis on the 
‘Drug-Free Youth for Developed 
India’ campaign. He said that 
the objective of the campaign 
is clear — a drug-free youth 
and a drug-free India. The Prime 
Minister stressed that drug 
addiction affects not only an 
individual but also causes 
serious consequences for the 
entire family and society.

�� HTHT NEWS DESK 

Jammu ,30th Aug — Vice 
President Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) Jammu and Kashmir and 
former minister education and 
tourism Priya Sethi has strongly 
condemned the tragic death of 
a minor girl in the Chatroo area 
of Kishtwar district, demanding 
the death penalty for all accused 
involved in the heinous crime.

Terming the incident a "blot 
on humanity," Priya Sethi stated 
that those responsible for the 
sexual exploitation and 
untimely death of an innocent 
child deserve nothing less than 
capital punishment.

The case involves allegations 
of repeated sexual assault, 

forced pregnancy,and an 
attempted illegal medical 
termination that ultimately led 
to the minor's death.

"This barbaric act has 
shaken the conscience of the 
entire society," Sethi said.

"Monstrous acts against 
innocent children leave 
absolutely no room for leniency. 
The culprits must be met with 
the strictest punishment under 
the law, and a strong, exemplary 
message must be sent out so 
that no one ever dares to commit 
such a crime against our 
daughters again." She added

The BJP Vice President of J 
& K Priya Sethi also welcomed 
the decision of the Jammu & 
Kashmir administration to 

transfer the high-profile case 
to the Crime Branch for a 
specialized investigation. She 
expressed full confidence that 
the agency will thoroughly 
investigate the matter and 
expose the complete chain of 
individuals involved, including 
anyone who attempted to 

suppress or conceal the crime.
Sethi urged the 

administration to fast-track the 
legal proceedings to ensure 
swift justice for the victim's 
family. She concluded by 
asserting that the BJP stands 
firmly with the aggrieved family 
and will continue to demand 
the highest level of legal 
accountability until justice is 
fully served. The BJP Vice 
President of J & K Priya Sethi 
also welcomed the decision of 
the Jammu & Kashmir 
administration to transfer the 
high-profile case to the Crime 
Branch for a specialized 
investigation. She expressed 
full confidence that the agency 
will thoroughly investigate.

Grand International and National Honorary Doctorate 
Convocation Ceremony Successfully Held in New Delhi

Natrang Stages Powerful 
Adaptation of Munshi 
Prem Chand’s Kafan

�� HT  News Network

        Jammu, August 30, 2026Natrang presented a powerful 
theatrical adaptation of Munshi Prem Chand’s celebrated 
short story Kafan today at Natrang Studio Theatre as part 
of its Sunday Theatre Series. The production was directed 
by Neeraj Kant.

Written decades ago by one of India’s most celebrated 
and visionary writers, Kafan remains remarkably relevant 
and timeless. The story continues to convey a powerful 
message to the present generation and to generations to 
come.Sharing his thoughts on the production, Natrang 
Director Balwant Thakur said that Kafan is a sharp and 
poignant satire on the degradation of human values, while 
also exposing the darker realities of poverty, despair and 
addiction. He said that Natrang has consistently endeavoured 
to bring the world’s immortal literary works to the stage, 
and the present production was yet another effort in that 
direction.

Before the performance began, the Natrang family 
observed a two-minute silence in memory of eminent Indian 
theatre personality Satish Anand, who passed away yesterday 
following a brief illness.The play revolves around Ghisu and 
Madhav, a father and son who work as labourers in a village 
and live in extreme poverty. Madhav’s wife is in the final 
stages of pregnancy and desperately needs medical attention, 
which the impoverished family is unable to afford. As she 
cries out in unbearable pain, Ghisu and Madhav remain 
helpless spectators. Eventually, she dies during childbirth, 
leaving the father and son to confront an even deeper crisis.

“Forests under Siege”: Bali Bhagat slams 
Omar Govt Over 19,496 hectares of en-

croachment, warns of demographic impact

Army Holds Amity Meet for 

Peace, Harmony in Rajouri

�� HT  News Network

         Rajouri: 30 Aug 2026 In continuation of its efforts 
to promote peace, communal harmony and prosperity 
in the region, the Indian Army organised an Amity Meeting 
at Kesri Hill, Rajouri on 29 August 2026. The initiative 
aimed at strengthening the existing bond between people 
from different communities and providing a platform 
for interaction on issues related to peace, harmony, youth 
engagement and development.A total of 39 locals 
participated in the event and shared their views on 
maintaining communal harmony, promoting peace and 
ensuring sustained development in the region. During 
the interaction, participants highlighted the importance 
of quality education for children, generating employment 
opportunities for youth and collective efforts to combat 
the menace of drug abuse.The meeting provided an 
opportunity for constructive dialogue between the Indian 
Army and local residents, enabling better understanding 
of community aspirations and ensuring coordinated 
efforts towards social development and inclusive growth.
The locals appreciated the Indian Army’s efforts in 
organising such initiatives, which contribute significantly 
towards strengthening trust and cooperation among 
different communities. They also expressed their gratitude 
for the continued support and commitment of the Indian 
Army in creating a peaceful and harmonious environment 

BJP’s Vice President Priya Sethi Demands Death Penalty 

for Chatroo Accused ApplaudsTransfer of case to CB

 BJP OBC Morcha Organises ‘Mann Ki 
Baat’ Programme in Jammu West 

GDC Zanskar Celebrates National Sports 
Day with Enthusiasm and Competitive Spirit

�� HT  News Network

Zanskar, August 30, 2026: 
Government Degree College 
(GDC) Zanskar marked the birth 
anniversary of hockey legend 
Major Dhyan Chand with great 
fervor, organizing a vibrant two-
day National Sports Day 
celebration. The event witnessed 
active participation from 
students across all semesters, 
fostering a spirit of sportsmanship, 
fitness, and camaraderie under 
the supervision of Principal Dr. 
Amjad Ali Abassi.

The celebrations commenced 
on August 29 with an exciting 
Volleyball match that drew 
enthusiastic participation from 
students. On this occasion, 
Incharge Principal Dr. Mohd 
Hussain Akhone addressed the 
gathering, emphasizing the vital 
role of sports in holistic education. 
He underscored how participation 
in such events builds discipline, 
teamwork, and mental resilience, 
while also appreciating the 
vibrant turnout and the positive 
energy displayed by the players.

The technical conduct of the 

day’s events was spearheaded 
by Dr. Hussain Ali, Director of 
Physical Education and Sports. 
He delivered an insightful 
briefing to the students about 
the historical significance of 
National Sports Day, paying rich 
tributes to Major Dhyan Chand, 
whose unparalleled contribution 
to Indian hockey continues to 
inspire generations. He motivated 
the students to adopt sports as 
a way of life and to draw 
inspiration from the legendary 
player’s dedication and skill.

The sporting fervor reached 
its peak on August 30, which 
was observed as the Valedictory 
Day of the celebration. A highly 
competitive Table Tennis 
tournament was organized, 

which saw enthusiastic 
participation from both boys 
and girls. The matches were 
marked by sharp rallies and 
intense focus, reflecting the deep 
interest of the students in the 
game. In the Boys’ Category 
Stanzin Paljor (3rd Semester) 
secured First Position,

Second Position was secured 
by Skalzang Rigzin (1st Semester). 
In the Girls’ Category Stanzin 
Dolma (1st Semester) and Second 
Position secured by Chunith 
Zangmo (5th Semester).

The two-day event concluded 
with a dignified certificate 
distribution ceremony. The 
winners were honored by 
Incharge Principal Dr. Mohd 
Hussain Akhone.

�� HT  News Network

New Delhi: Social worker and 
public welfare contributor Syed Abbas 
Rizvi was honoured with the 
prestigious ‘Vishwa Kirti Bhushan 
Samman-2026’ in recognition of his 
remarkable contribution to social 
service, public welfare and nation-
building.

The honour was conferred during 
the grand ‘Vishwa Kirti Bhushan 
Samman-2026’ ceremony organised 
by the International Human Rights 
Protection Bureau (India). The 
prestigious event was held on Sunday, 
August 30, 2026, at the NDMC 
Convention Centre, Jantar Mantar, 
Parliament Street, New Delhi. 
Syed Abbas Rizvi was selected for 
the honour in recognition of his 
dedication towards social service, 
public welfare and nation-building. 

His continued commitment to social 
causes, public interest initiatives and 
the welfare of society was widely 
appreciated during the ceremony. 
Recognition for Social Service and 
Public Welfare.

The honour recognised Rizvi’s 
contribution to regional development, 
public welfare, peace and social 

harmony, youth empowerment and 
the protection of citizens’ rights. His 
efforts towards supporting weaker 
and underprivileged sections of 
society were also acknowledged. 
His contribution to areas such as 
local development, cleanliness, 
education and healthcare was 
highlighted as an important part of 

his social initiatives. The organisers 
appreciated his commitment towards 
addressing public concerns and 
contributing to the overall 
development of society.

A Prestigious Ceremony in New 
Delhihe programme also featured 
the International and National 
Honorary Doctorate Convocation 
Ceremony, where distinguished 
personalities from various fields were 
recognised for their outstanding 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 
The event brought together social 
workers, academicians, intellectuals 
and other distinguished personalities. 
Syed Abbas Rizvi’s recognition was 
among the highlights of the prestigious 
ceremony.

Commitment to Service Continues 
Expressing gratitude for the honour, 
Syed Abbas Rizvi said that the 
recognition was a matter of pride 

and would further inspire him to 
continue working for the welfare of 
society. He said that serving people 
and contributing to the betterment 
of society remains an important 
responsibility.

He added that empowering youth, 
supporting weaker sections and 
ensuring inclusive development are 
essential for building a stronger 
society.The event carried the message: 
“Humanity itself is the highest religion 
— Service, Dedication and Honour 
are our true identity.” 
The successful conclusion of the 
ceremony and the honour conferred 
upon Syed Abbas Rizvi marked a 
proud moment for those associated 
with his social service initiatives. 
The recognition was seen as a tribute 
to his dedication towards public 
welfare, social harmony and the 
upliftment of society.

�� HT  News Network

Jammu:  Senior BJP 
leader and former Jammu 
and Kashmir Forest Minister 
Bali Bhagat has launched a 
scathing attack on the Omar 
Abdullah government over 
the alleged failure to 
effectively protect J&K’s 
forest land, claiming that 
nearly 19,496.73 hectares 
of forest land remains under 
encroachment.

Bhagat said the issue has 
gone far beyond an ordinary 
land dispute and alleged that 
unchecked encroachment, 
political patronage and 
administrative delays could 
have serious consequences 
for Jammu and Kashmir’s 
ecology, demography and 
future security.

According to Bhagat, the 
latest government figure of 
19,496.73 hectares of 
encroached forest land 
reflects the magnitude of 
the crisis. He alleged that 
forest areas stretching from 
Sunjwan, Bathindi, Bahu, 
Chowadhi and Sidhra to 

Ramban, Rajouri, Poonch 
and Shopian have been 
affected by illegal occupation.

Bhagat alleged that 
powerful land grabbers, 
politically connected 
individuals and people 
operating with bureaucratic 
support have managed to 
occupy public forest land 
and warned that the 
government must stop 
treating such encroachments 
casually.

He accused the Omar 
Abdullah government of 
adopting a slow and 
complicated approach to 
eviction, saying that 
unnecessary procedural 
hurdles can encourage 
encroachers and create an 
impression that once forest 

land is occupied, eviction 
can be delayed indefinitely.

Bhagat demanded that 
the government undertake 
a 50-year scientific audit of 
J&K’s forests using satellite 
imagery, historical forest 
records, revenue records, 
GPS mapping and other 
modern technologies.

He said such an exercise 
should establish exactly how 
much forest land existed five 
decades ago, how boundaries 
have changed, when 
encroachments appeared 
and who benefited from the 
alleged occupation.

Bhagat further 
demanded that wherever 
evidence of organised land 
grabbing or official collusion 
is found, FIRs should be 
registered and the alleged 
nexus between land mafias, 
politicians and bureaucrats 
thoroughly investigated.

Bhagat also pointed to 
his own tenure as Forest, 
Social Welfare, Ecology and 
Environment Minister during 
the PDP-BJP coalition 
government in 2015.

. Vice Chairman NITI Aayog chairs meeting on Development Challenges and Priorities of Ladakh
�� HT  News Network

Lah  AUGUST 30:Dr Lahiri 
stressed that reliable drinking-
water supply is a basic necessity 
and emphasised the importance 
of the Jal Jeevan Mission. The 
Chief Secretary informed the 
meeting that 99.5 per cent 
coverage had been achieved 
under JJM in Ladakh. The 
meeting also discussed the 
AMRUT Mission, protection 
of water sources and plantation 
of suitable native species.

Dr Lahiri reviewed the 
power sector’s financial 

sustainability and sought 
measures to improve revenue 
realisation and efficiency, 
including the potential of net 
metering and decentralised 
renewable-energy generation. 
He also reviewed female labour-
force participation and sought 
greater opportunities for 
women and youth.

The meeting discussed 
employment and 
entrepreneurship, with 
emphasis on developing viable 
enterprises in animal 
husbandry, sheep farming, 
poultry, hatcheries and other 
local sectors. The need for 

modern facilities, market 
linkages, viable business models 
and greater value addition was 
highlighted.

Chief Secretary Ashish 
Kundra requested NITI Aayog’s 
support for training and 
mentoring young entrepreneurs 
in Ladakh. Dr Lahiri said NITI 
Aayog would support 
strengthening the 
entrepreneurship and 
innovation ecosystem through 
initiatives such as the Atal 
Innovation Mission, including 
creation of a consolidated 
database of promising ideas 
and linking young 

entrepreneurs with 
experienced mentors from 
outside Ladakh.

The meeting also discussed 

strengthening Science, 
Technology and Innovation 
(STI) support for Ladakh and 
developing a clear roadmap 

with measurable milestones 
for economic and social 
development.

Dr Lahiri emphasised that 
Ladakh’s development strategy 
should focus on its unique 
strengths, including its natural 
resources, cultural heritage, 
human capital and renewable-
energy potential, while 
ensuring environmental 
sustainability and generating 
sustainable livelihoods.

The meeting was attended 
by Chief Secretary, UT Ladakh, 
Ashish Kundra; Secretary, 
Planning, Himanshu Gupta; 
Secretary, Finance, Tsewang 

Tarchin; Secretary, School 
Education, Bhanu Prabha; 
Secretary, PWD, Naseer Haq 
Chaudhary; Consultant 
Secretary, Law, Tariq Mehmood; 
Secretary, Animal Husbandry, 
Dr P. Rudrea Goud; Secretary, 
Health, Lalinthang Khuma 
Franklin; Secretary, Food and 
Civil Supplies, Rahul Sharma; 
Secretary, Tourism, Sanjeet 
Rodrigues; Major General K. 
Narayanan, Senior Consultant 
and Programme Director, NITI 
Aayog, UT Ladakh; and Dr 
Darpajit Sengupta, Young 
Professional and Nodal Officer 
for Ladakh, NITI Aayog. The 

meeting also discussed 
strengthening Science, 
Technology and Innovation 
(STI) support for Ladakh and 
developing a clear roadmap 
with measurable milestones 
for economic and social 
development.

Dr Lahiri emphasised that 
Ladakh’s development strategy 
should focus on its unique 
strengths, including its natural 
resources, cultural heritage, 
human capital and renewable-
energy potential, while 
ensuring environmental 
sustainability and generating 
sustainable livelihoods.
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Govt to introduce 15-day sugar quota 
system from September to curb hoarding

Market valuation of 7 

of top 10 firms erode 

by Rs 1.13 trillion

�� HT  News Network

New Delhi, Aug 30 (UNI) The combined market valuation 
of seven of the top10 most-valued firms eroded by Rs 1.13 
trillion in a week.

Bharti Airtel and Reliance Industries emerged as the 
biggest laggards.

The valuation of Bharti Airtel tumbled Rs 40,500.85 
crore to Rs 11,74,462.30 crore, while Reliance Industries' 
valuation eroded Rs 40,056.32 crore to reach Rs 17,38,119.27 
crore.

Last week, the BSE benchmark Sensex declined 276.32 
points, or 0.35 per cent, and the NSE Nifty dipped 76.35 
points, or 0.31 per cent.

ICICI Bank, State Bank of India, and Tata Consultancy 
Services (TCS) were the winners, while Reliance Industries, 
Bharti Airtel, HDFC Bank, Bajaj Finance, Larsen &amp; 
Toubro, Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC), and 
Hindustan Unilever faced erosion.

In a rank-wise analysis, Reliance Industries remained 
the most-valued firm. It was followed by Bharti Airtel, 
HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, State Bank of India, TCS, Bajaj 
Finance, Larsen &amp; Toubro, LIC and Hindustan Unilever.

The market valuation of HDFC Bank dropped Rs 
11,558.35 crore to Rs 11,09,600.70 crore while the valuation 
of ICICI Bank climbed Rs 4,475.28 crore to Rs 10,22,805.73 
crore.

Market valuation of State Bank of India went up Rs 
599.99 crore to Rs 9,65,568.75 crore while Bajaj Finance 
fell Rs 10,086.05 crore to Rs 6,70,535.57 crore. LIC dipped 
Rs 3,162.5 crore to Rs 5,32,817.81 crore.

Larsen &amp; Toubro's market capitalisation declined 
by Rs 6,473.45 crore to Rs 5,55,987.49 crore, and the mcap 
of Hindustan Unilever edged lower by Rs 1,550.73 crore 
to Rs 4,72,361.83 crore.

The mcap of TCS jumped Rs 16,643.2 crore to Rs 
8,48,079.71 crore.

Last week, the BSE benchmark Sensex declined 276.32 
points, or 0.35 per cent, and the NSE Nifty dipped 76.35 
points, or 0.31 per cent.

On Friday's close, the Sensex was up 330.92 points 
or 0.43 per cent at 77,264.51, and the Nifty was up 84.80 
points, or 0.35 per cent, at 24,175.65. In a rank-wise analysis, 
Reliance Industries remained the most-valued firm. It 
was followed by Bharti Airtel, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, 
State Bank of India, TCS, Bajaj Finance, Larsen &amp; 
Toubro, LIC and Hindustan Unilever.

The market valuation of HDFC Bank dropped Rs 
11,558.35 crore to Rs 11,09,600.70 crore while the valuation 
of ICICI Bank climbed Rs 4,475.28 crore to Rs 10,22,805.73 
crore.

IndiGo Ventures invests in Sarvam 
AI as part of Series B round

Lucknow's development linked to 
UP's progress: Rajnath Singh

India emerges as key petrol supplier to Russia 
as refinery attacks disrupt fuel supplies

�� HT  News Network

Mumbai/ New Delhi, Aug 30 (UNI) Amid 
concerns over a shortage of sugar in the market, 
the Centre is set to introduce a new quota 
mechanism from September, aimed at 
improving the availability of the commodity 
and preventing excessive stockpiling.

Under the proposed system, the government 
will replace the existing monthly sugar quota 
mechanism with a 15-day quota system. The 
move is expected to enable authorities to 
monitor sugar production, distribution, demand 
and supply more closely and respond more 
quickly to fluctuations in the market.

According to the new arrangement, sugar 
mills will be required to release 40 per cent 
of their allotted quota during the first week 
of the designated period. The remaining 
quantity will have to be sold during the 
following week. The staggered release of sugar 
is intended to ensure that supplies reach the 
market at regular intervals rather than being 

concentrated within a particular period.
The Centre's decision comes amid concerns 

that limited availability and stockholding 
could put pressure on sugar prices and affect 
supplies in the market. By shortening the 
quota cycle from a month to 15 days, the 

government is expected to gain greater 
flexibility in assessing the actual requirement 
of sugar and regulating its release accordingly.

The new mechanism could also help address 
instances of hoarding and speculative stocking. 
With sugar mills required to release a specified 

portion of their quota within a shorter 
timeframe, the government will be in a better 
position to track how much sugar is being 
supplied to the market and whether stocks 
are being held back.

Another key advantage of the revised 
system is that it could provide the government 
with more frequent data on market demand 
and supply. If demand rises unexpectedly or 
shortages emerge in particular markets, the 
Centre may have the flexibility to issue an 
additional sugar quota to improve availability.

The change is therefore being viewed as 
an attempt to maintain a better balance 
between supply and demand while ensuring 
that consumers do not face unnecessary 
shortages.

For sugar mills, however, the revised quota 
system will mean closer adherence to the 
government's release schedule. Mills will 
have to plan their sales and inventory 
management according to the shorter quota 
cycle.

Jio adds 3.27 lakh mobile subscribers 

in Odisha in July, leads market

�� United News Of India 

Bhubaneswar, Aug 30 
(UNI) Reliance Jio added a 
record 3.27 lakh new mobile 
subscribers in Odisha in July 
2026, more than four times 
the additions made by its 
nearest rival Airtel, according 
to the latest telecom 
subscription data released by 
the Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of India (TRAI).

TRAI data showed that 
Jio added 3,27,034 subscribers 
in Odisha during July, followed 
by Airtel with 80,405 and 
Vodafone Idea (Vi) with 9,667. 
State-run BSNL, meanwhile, 
registered a decline of 4,707 
subscribers during the month.

Driven by Jio's additions, 
Odisha's total wireless 
subscriber base grew by more 
than 4.12 lakh in July, taking 
the state's total mobile 
connections beyond 3.9 crore.

Jio also continued to 
expand its presence in the 
home broadband segment, 

adding around 11,000 
JioAirFiber and JioFiber 
subscribers in Odisha during 
July. Its total home broadband 
subscriber base in the State 
crossed eight lakh.

At the national level, Jio 
added more than 24 lakh 
mobile subscribers and over 
five lakh home broadband 
subscribers during July. Its 
total home broadband 
subscriber base across the 
country has now crossed three 
crore, the company said.

Jio also leads the 5G Fixed 
Wireless Access (FWA) 
segment nationally with 92.7 
lakh subscribers and remains 
the sole provider of UBR fixed-
wireless services in the 

country.
In Odisha, Jio now has 

around 1.85 crore mobile 
subscribers and more than 
eight lakh home broadband 
subscribers. The company 
said it has consolidated its 
position across wireless, 
wireline and FWA segments 
in the State.

Jio has also expanded 
high-speed broadband 
connectivity to smaller towns 
and villages across Odisha, 
helping extend digital services 
to rural areas.

Since its commercial 
launch in Odisha in 2016, Jio 
has witnessed rapid subscriber 
growth. From 5.8 lakh users 
in its first month of operations 
in September 2016, its 
subscriber base has grown 
to 1.85 crore by July 2026-an 
addition of nearly 1.8 crore 
subscribers over the decade.

As of July 2026, Jio 
accounted for more than 47.4 
per cent of Odisha's 3.9 crore 
wireless connections, 
according to the company.

�� United News Of India

NEW DELHI, Aug 29: The meeting of the 
Hyderabad, Aug30 (UNI) IndiGo Ventures, 
the corporate venture capital arm of IndiGo, 
on Friday announced an investment in Sarvam, 
an Indian full-stack sovereign artificial 
intelligence (AI) company, as part of its Series 
B funding round.

The investment builds on the existing 
partnership between IndiGo and Sarvam, 
which have been working together on AI 
applications aimed at improving customer 
experience, enhancing employee productivity 
and streamlining operational workflows, an 
airline release said.

The investment is expected to provide a 
long-term platform for expanding AI-led 
innovation and operational capabilities across 
IndiGo.IndiGo said the collaboration combines 
its aviation expertise, operational scale and 
industry-specific use cases with Sarvam's 
capabilities in AI models, voice and agentic 
systems.The companies will focus on developing 
technology solutions for high-volume customer 
interactions, time-sensitive operations and 
workforce management.

Neetan Chopra, Chief Digital and 
Information Officer, IndiGo, said AI was 
becoming a foundational capability for the 
aviation industry and was reshaping customer 

experience, workforce productivity and 
operational decision-making.

He said the partnership would give IndiGo 
access to AI capabilities developed in India 
and tailored to market requirements, while 
allowing the airline to leverage its operational 
expertise and scale.

Sarvam develops AI technologies spanning 
training and inference infrastructure, frontier 
models and enterprise AI products, with 
capabilities across text, speech, vision and 
documents. Its systems are designed for secure 
deployment in complex, high-volume 
environments.

Sarvam co-founder Pratyush Kumar said 
aviation provided a strong environment for 
enterprise AI because of its large volume of 
customer interactions and complex, time-
sensitive operations.

He said IndiGo's operational scale and 
domain expertise would help identify areas 
where AI could deliver practical value and 
enable the development of production-ready 
enterprise AI systems.

�� United News Of India

New Delhi, Aug 30: The 
NEET-PG 2026 was successfully 
conducted for more than 2.63 
lakh candidates across the 
country on Sunday, but the 
examination could not be 
completed at two centres in 
Rajasthan's Jaipur due to an 
internal power failure, officials 
said.

The National Board of 
Examinations in Medical 
Sciences (NBEMS) has scheduled 
a re-examination for the affected 
candidates in Jaipur at 3 pm on 
September 5, according to a 
notice issued by it.

The NBEMS has also called 
an immediate meeting to decide 

the course of action against the 
technological partner and agency 
responsible for ensuring 
adequate infrastructure at the 
examination centres, officials 
said.

At the two iON Digital Zone 
centres in Sitapura, Jaipur, the 
examination could not be 
completed for 2,445 candidates 
due to internal power-supply 
issues attributable to TCS Ltd, 
the technological partner and 

the examination-conducting 
agency, the health ministry said.

The affected centres are iON 
Digital Zone iDZ Sitapura (TC 
Nos. 41682 and 41683).

Further details, including 
the venue for the re-examination 
and revised admit cards, will 
be shared separately, the board 
said. The NEET-PG was scheduled 
for 2,73,096 candidates at 1,111 
examination centres across 339 
cities, covering all 36 states and 
Union territories, the ministry 
said.

A total of 2,65,980 candidates 
appeared in the NEET-PG, with 
the examination successfully 
completed for approximately 
2,63,535 candidates, the ministry 
said.

�� United News Of India

NEW DELHI, Aug 30: India has emerged as 
a key supplier of gasoline (petrol) to Russia amid 
a surge in Russian fuel imports triggered by 
Ukrainian drone attacks on refineries, ship tracking 
data showed.

Russia's seaborne gasoline imports surged 
to a record around 125,000 barrels per day (kbd) 
in August, equivalent to a projected 470,000 
tonnes for the month, as repeated attacks on its 
refineries disrupted domestic fuel production, 
according to energy analytics firm Vortexa.

Indian refiners supplied as much as 1 million 
barrels of gasoline in the last two months, trade 
sources said. The supplies essentially came from 
Vadinar refinery in Gujarat, operated by Nayara 
Energy, which is half owned by Russia's Rosneft.

Since 2022, India has pivoted towards Russia 
to meet a bulk of its crude oil -- raw material for 
making fuels like petrol and diesel.

India's purchases of Russian crude oil hit a 

record high as the conflict in the Gulf squeezes 
supply from other sources. India imported more 
than 2.6 million barrels per day of Russian crude 
in June and July, up from a low of 1 million bpd 
in February and accounting for more than half 
of the country's crude imports.

It's likely that fuel exported to Russia may 
have been made from Russian crude.

Russia, one of the largest crude exporters, 
has to import gasoline after Ukrainian drone 
attacks on its energy infrastructure led to up to 
70 per cent drop in domestic production. 

Jindal Stainless expanding coin 

blanks manufacturing capacity 

by 20 pc to meet demand
�� United News Of India

HISAR (Haryana), Aug 30: Jindal Stainless is 
enhancing its annual capacity of coin blanks by 
20 per cent to 12,000 tonnes as the company 
anticipates growth in demand for non-paper based 
currency across various geographies, a senior 
company official said.

"Many would not know that we manufacture 
coins blanks for Indian Mint as well as various 
international mints," Vijay Bindlish, the Unit Head 
of Jindal Stainless Hisar facility said in a joint 
management interaction.

Coin blanks are produced at the country's 
largest stainless steel maker's Special Products 
Division (SPD) in Hisar under high security 
arrangements, along with other high-end finished 
products such as razor blades and precision strips, 
the official told PTI.

FPIs turn buyers for second month, invest Rs 30,919 cr in August
�� United News Of India

NEW DELHI, Aug 30: Foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) infused 
Rs 30,919 crore in Indian equities 
in August, extending their buying 
streak to a second straight 
month, amid improving 
corporate earnings, resilient 
economic activity, stable rupee 
and easing geopolitical concerns.

The inflow follows Rs 20,200 
crore invested in July, marking 
a sharp turnaround after four 
consecutive months of heavy 
selling.

FPIs had withdrawn Rs 
49,340 crore in June, Rs 32,963 
crore in May, Rs 60,847 crore 

in April and a massive Rs 1.17 
lakh crore in March. Prior to 
the selling streak, they had 
invested Rs 22,615 crore in 
February, according to CDSL 
data.

The two straight months of 
buying, following the worst 
six-month stretch in years, offer 
the first indication of a possible 
trend reversal.

However, foreign investors 
remain net sellers in Indian 
equities in 2026, with 
withdrawals of Rs 2.23 lakh 
crore so far. This is higher than 
the Rs 1.66 lakh crore outflow 
recorded during the entire 2025.

"The important factors 

driving the FPI flows into India 
are the reversal of the chip trade, 
the stability in the rupee and, 
more importantly, the improving 
earnings growth in India," V K 
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment 
Strategist, Geojit Investments, 
said. The continuation of foreign 
buying in August was supported 
by improving domestic 
fundamentals as well as a 
relatively favourable global 
backdrop.

"Corporate earnings showed 
signs of improvement during 
the June quarter, helping ease 
concerns around the earnings 
slowdown that had weighed 
on foreign investor sentiment 

earlier. Resilient economic 
activity and strengthening credit 
growth also reinforced 

confidence in India's medium- 
to long-term growth prospects," 
Himanshu Srivastava, Principal, 

Manager Research, Morningstar 
Investment Research India, said.

Global factors also turned 
relatively supportive during 
parts of the month.

Easing geopolitical concerns 
aided risk sentiment, while 
expectations of softer US interest 
rates and a rotation of global 
capital away from the crowded 
AI and semiconductor trade in 
markets such as Korea and 
Taiwan created room for 
incremental allocations towards 
India, he added.

However, tensions in West 
Asia and uncertainty over crude 
oil prices continued to remain 
an overhang.

"Cash flows suggest 
returning conviction; futures 
suggest lingering caution. The 
trend may be turning, post AI 
and war-related worries 
receding," Manish Bhandari, 
CEO and Portfolio Manager, 
Vallum Capital, said.

Going ahead, investors will 
closely monitor movements in 
Brent crude prices and 
developments surrounding US-
Iran tensions. Escalating US-
Canada trade tensions could 
further add to market 
uncertainty and keep investors 
cautious, Pabitro Mukherjee, 
Deputy Vice President-Research, 
Bajaj Broking, said.

Elevated US bond yields also 
remain a key concern, with 
markets awaiting upcoming 
inflation data ahead of the 
Federal Reserve's policy meeting 
in mid-September.

On the domestic front, Q1 
GDP growth and inflation data 
will remain key indicators to 
watch for institutional flows, 
he added.

Foreign investor interest 
also extended to the debt market. 
They invested Rs 627 crore 
through the Fully Accessible 
Route (FAR) and Rs 289 crore 
through the Voluntary Retention 
Route (VRR). However, they 
pulled out Rs 2,318 crore through 
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SYDNEY, AUG 30: Five teams remain a 
realistic chance of featuring in next June's WTC 
decider in London

With just over six months remaining in 
the round-robin phase of the World Test 
Championship cycle, the race is heating up to 
secure the two spots in the 2027 final.

Reigning champions South Africa and 2025 
runners-up Australia again occupy the top of 
the table with 33 Tests to come to decide who 
will play off for the WTC mace at The Oval in 
London from June 9-13 next year.

Three of the past four WTC finalists have 
qualified with a points percentage of 66.67 or 
higher, with India's 58.8 to reach the 2023 
decider the lowest of the tournament's three 
editions to date.

With ladder-leaders Australia out in front 

with a points percentage of 80, and the Proteas 
second on 75, it appears a percentage in the 
mid-60s will again be required to reach the 
final.

Pat Cummins' side are sitting pretty at the 
top of the standings with just two losses from 
their 10 matches so far, however, they have 
their two toughest series to come - away to 
both South Africa and India.

To maintain a points percentage above 65, 
Australia will need to reach a total of 172 points 
in this cycle, which requires at least another 
six wins and a draw from their remaining 12 
Tests.

Series victories against the Proteas and 
New Zealand would likely give them five of 
those six wins, leaving an easier task for their 
five-match tour of India early next year where 
Australia have only won two of their past 18 
Tests.

Sydney Marathon: 
Gobena &amp; Jepchirchir 

crowned champions

Kaverappa turns pitch frustration
 into four-wicket haul, says injury layoff 

helped add to arsenal

Badminton: Ishita Negi, Dev Ruparelia 
win singles titles at India Junior International Grand Prix

World Test Championship 
run home: Race on for the top two
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SYDNEY, AUG 30 :Ethiopia's Addisu 
Gobena upgraded his silver from a 
year ago to gold, claiming the men's 
elite crown at the 2026 Sydney Marathon 
in a course record on Sunday.

The 21-year-old Gobena crossed 
the finish in style in two hours, four 
minutes and 42 seconds (2:04:42), 
smashing the previous course record 
by nearly a minute and a half. Compatriot 
Chimdesa Debele followed three seconds 
behind him, with Lesotho's Tebello 
Ramakongoana (2:04:57) taking third 
place, with all three podium finishers 
dipping under the previous course 
record.

Meanwhile, reigning world 
champion Peres Jepchirchir won the 
women's race in a time of 2:18:31, 
stopping the clock just nine seconds 
short of the course record held by Sifan 
Hasan, according to olympics.com.

In the men's race, the large lead 
group went through the first five 
kilometres in a blistering 14 minutes 
and 30 seconds, with defending 
champion Hailemaryam Kiros and 

reigning world champion Alphonce 
Simbu among the leaders.Going through 
the halfway mark, the leaders were 
running more than 30 seconds under 
the course record Kiros set a year ago.

Defending bronze-medallist 
Ramakongoana produced the first break 
of the men's elite 

race with just over 15km to go, 
with the pack catching him again a 
few paces later.

Gobena, the 2025 Sydney Marathon 
silver medallist, made his move soon 
after but, like Ramakongoana, he was 
also eventually caught.

However, Gobena and 
Ramakongoana's moves ultimately 
whittled the field down to just under 
nine runners, with world champion 
Simbu looking comfortable among the 
leaders.

With six men still in the hunt with 
just over seven kilometres to go, Debele 
put his head down, with defending 
champion Kiros hanging onto his heels.

Gobena and Debele then went toe-
to-toe over the final few kilometres 
of the race before the former went 
clear to cross the finish at the Sydney 
Opera House in first place.

In the women's race, Jepchirchir 
ran a measured race to outsmart Kenyan 
compatriots Priscah Cherono and Irine 
Cheptai for her fourth Marathon Major 
crown, adding to her victories in New 
York in 2021, Boston in 2022 and London 
in 2024.

For the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
marathon champion, it was an 
impressive comeback following

 stress fracture which resulted in 
her withdrawal from this year's London 
Marathon.

Earlier in the race, it was Cherono 
who threw down the gauntlet, opening 
a gap on some of the favourites, including 
Jepchirchir.

The 46-year-old raced with reckless 
abandon, streaking ahead in the early 
stages and going through the first five 
kilometres with a 13-second lead on 
the chasers.

Cherono's early roll of the dice 
appeared to pay off as she opened nearly 
half a minute's advantage on the rest 
of the field through the first 10km.

The chasing group started to reel 
in Cherono after the 15km split, getting 
within 15 seconds of the ambitious 
2007 world 5000m bronze medallist.
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BENGALURU, AUG 30 :South Zone 
pacer Vidwath Kaverappa turned an 
ineffective opening spell into a match-
changing four-wicket haul by adapting 
to a slow Bengaluru surface, helping his 
side bowl North Zone out for 195 in the 
Duleep Trophy semifinal here on Sunday.

Kaverappa, who returned strongly in 
his second spell after conceding boundaries 
early on, said he quickly realised that the 
pitch would not continue offering the 
same assistance and changed his approach 
accordingly."

I knew I wouldn't get the same purchase 
off the wicket coming back in the second 
spell. So, I knew I had to do something 
about it. I kept it tight, mixed it up, and it 
paid off," Kaverappa said after the day's 
play.His spell assumed greater significance 

as North, after reaching 128 for four, 
appeared set for a sizeable first-innings 
total. South's bowlers, however, maintained 
their discipline and North suffered a 
dramatic collapse, losing their last six 
wickets for just 34 runs.

Kaverappa said South did not resort 
to anything drastic when North began 
rebuilding.

"We didn't do anything extra; we did 
what we did in the first session," he said, 
attributing the turnaround to the batsmen 
beginning to apply pressure and the bowling 
unit sticking to its plans.

The pacer was unusually restrained 
about his four-wicket haul, insisting that 
he still had room for improvement.

"I could have bowled a lot better, I 
could have bowled a lot clearer," he said, 
adding that at the higher level the priority 
was to keep performing consistently.
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PUNE, AUG 30 : Ishita Negi and 
Dev Ruparelia won the women's and 
men's singles titles, respectively, at the 
India Junior International Grand Prix 
2026 badminton here on Sunday, while 
Pavan Suresh-Punith Suresh added the 
men's doubles crown.

The 17-year-old Ishita, seeded 
second, defeated compatriot Gatha 
Suryawanshi 21-19, 21-18, while top 
seed Dev beat 16th seed Nishchal Chand 
21-16, 21-16 in another all-Indian final.

Pavan and Punith added to India's 
title haul at the junior badminton meet 
with a 25-23, 21-19 victory over 
Indonesia's Arybka Okta Disabian and 
Muhammad Zakaria

. Ishita did not drop a game 
throughout her five-match title-winning 
campaign.The Indian badminton player 
began with a closely fought 22-20, 21-

19 victory over Nakshatraa Jairaj in the 
round of 32 before beating Evanna Tyagi 
21-13, 21-15 

in the pre-quarterfinals.She then 
overcame Dheeshitha Singha Gopinath 
22-20, 21-14 in the quarter-finals and 
accounted for 

Rishika Nandi 21-14, 22-20 in the 
semis to set up the title clash against 

the unseeded Gatha.
Ishita maintained her straight-game 

run in the final, holding her nerve in 
two closely fought games to beat Gatha 
in 36 minutes and seal the women's 
singles crown.

Dev, fifth in junior badminton 
rankings, was stretched to three games 
by seventh seed Pranav Manjunath in 

the semi-finals, recovering from a game 
down to prevail 15-21, 21-17, 21-13.

Pavan and Punith had also produced 
an impressive run through the men's 
doubles draw, beating third seeds 
Yogansh Singh and Aathish Sreenivas 
PV in the quarter-finals.

India also had finalists in the other 
two doubles events. In the mixed doubles, 
Punith Suresh and Deepak Raj Aditi 
finished runners-up after a three-game 
defeat to Indonesia's Muhammad Zakaria 
and Afizzah Rahmadhani.

The unseeded Indian combination 
edged a tight opening game but 
eventually went down 26-24, 17-21, 
16-21 in 46 minutes. In the women's 
doubles, fourth seeds Diya Bheemaiah 
and Keerthy Manchala also settled for 
runners-up.The Indian pair lost 21-15, 
21-11 to Thailand's Chantharat 
Marndakul and Pearploy Suttiwarayanon 
in 34 minutes.


