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 LG Sinha Calls for 
Unity, Peace and Harmony 

on Partition Horrors 
Remembrance Day

Urges J&K youth to learn from the
 past, reject bitterness and build bridges of

 trust for an inclusive Viksit Bharat
HT NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 14: 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha 
on Thursday called upon the people, 
particularly the youth of Jammu 
and Kashmir, to draw lessons from 
the tragedy of Partition and 
strengthen the foundations of 
peace, harmony and national unity. 
Addressing a 
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PM Modi to Lead 80th 
I-Day Celebrations, Youth and 
Defence to Dominate Address

Viksit Bharat 2047, defence self-reliance and youth aspirations expected 
to shape Prime Minister’s 13th consecutive Independence Day speech

 Omar Abdullah 
Felicitates Young Talent 
for Promoting J&K’s 
Floral Heritage
CM honours winners of painting,
 photography and Instagram Reel 
competitions held during Tulip 
Show and Badamwari Festival

HT NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 14: Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Thursday felicitated win-
ners of painting, photography and Instagram 
Reel competitions organised during the 
Tulip Show and Badamwari Spring Festival, 
recognising the creativity of students and 
young people in 

HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 14: 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
will lead the nation’s 80th 
Independence Day celebrations 
at the Red Fort on Saturday, 
delivering his 13th consecutive 
Independence Day address amid 
a strong focus on youth power, 
national security, defence self-
reliance and the vision of Viksit 
Bharat 2047. The celebrations will 
also witness the first-ever 
rendering of Vande Mataram as 
part of the main Red Fort ceremony.

) Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is set to lead the nation's 
80th Independence Day 

celebrations at the Red Fort on 
August 15, delivering his 13th 
consecutive Independence Day 
address from the historic ramparts 
at a time when India's young 

population, national security, 
defence self-reliance and global 
ambitions are increasingly shaping 
the 

 DGP Reviews South 
Kashmir Security Grid Ahead 
of Independence Day
Nalin Prabhat takes stock of
security arrangements and surveillance
in Pulwama, Shopian and Kulgam

HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

Srinagar, August 14: Jammu and Kashmir Police 

chief DGP Nalin Prabhat on Fri-
day reviewed the security grid 
in rural areas of Pulwama, Shop-
ian and Kulgam ahead of Inde-
pendence Day, assessing deploy-
ment, surveillance and prepared-
ness to respond to emerging 
threats. Accompanied by IGP 
Kashmir V. K. Birdi, the DGP 
visited vulnerable areas as se-
curity agencies maintained 
heightened alert across South 
Kashmir.

: Jammu and Kashmir Police 

chief DGP Nalin Prabhat, accompanied by IGP 
Kashmir V.K. Birdi, on Friday visited rural areas 
of Pulwama, Shopian and Kulgam districts to 
review the prevailing security situation and 
assess the functioning of the ground-level se-
curity grid ahead of Independence Day.

During the visit, the senior police officers 
reviewed security arrangements in the three 
South Kashmir districts and took stock of the 
deployment and mechanisms being used to 
monitor vulnerable areas.The visit assumes 
significance as security agencies have been 
maintaining heightened 

 Partition Was One of

 History’s Largest Mass Migrations, 

Says Vice-President
C. P. Radhakrishnan says freedom is precious, unity 
essential and peace can never be taken for granted
HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 14: Vice-President 
C. P. Radhakrishnan on Thursday described 
Partition as one of the largest mass 
migrations in human history and called 
for preserving its painful  SEE ON P-2
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 Omar Abdullah 
showcasing Jammu and Kashmir’s iconic 

gardens and floral heritage. He said such initiatives 
provide a platform for young talent while combining 
creativity, technology and tourism promotion.

: Chief Minister Omar Abdullah today felicitated 
12 winners of various competitions organised 
during the Tulip Show and Badamwari Spring 
Festival, recognising their creativity, artistic 
talent and innovative use of digital media in 
promoting J&K’s iconic spring gardens and floral 
heritage.

The winners, who included a large number 
of students, particularly from Government Schools, 
were presented cash prizes and certificates of 
participation by the Chief Minister at a felicitation 
ceremony held here.

The awards covered three categories—painting, 
Instagram reels and photography—with winners 
securing the first, second and third positions in 
each category. In the painting competitions, 
Farhan Ali Bhat, Soleha Tanveer and Roja Fayaz 
secured the first, second and third positions 
respectively in the Tulip Festival 2026 competition, 
while Ahmreen Bashir, Mir Maryam Zaffar and 
Hanzala Shafiq bagged the top three positions 
in the Badamwari Almond Festival 2026 painting 
competition.

In the Instagram Reel Competition organised 
in connection with the Tulip Show 2026, Salman 
Ahmad Wani, Shazeeb Iqbal and Ayush Anand 
secured the first, second and third positions 
respectively. In the photography competition, 
Umair Wani, Saba Reshi and Sharafat Khan emerged 
winners, securing the first, second and third 
positions respectively.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Minister 
said that the objective of these competitions 
was not only to encourage artistic and creative 
talent among students and young people but 
also to garner greater public attention to J&K’s 
major floral attractions through contemporary 
platforms.

The Chief Minister highlighted the main 
floral events in the annual floriculture calendar 
while appreciating that Badamwari, Tulip Garden 
and newly added Chrysanthemum festival 
witnessed great public participation and that 
these events get further visibility and attention 
through competitions in painting, photography 
and social media content creation.

He said the competitions provided an 
opportunity to recognise both traditional artistic 
expression and modern technology. He commended 
students from various schools for having won 
the prizes today and expressed the hope that 
more students will participate in these competitions 
next year.

The Chief Minister observed that while the 
painting competitions provide a platform for 
young artists to capture the beauty of the gardens 
on canvas, the photography and Instagram Reel 
competitions help showcase these destinations 
to a much wider audience through social media.

He emphasized that such initiatives help 
combine creativity, technology and tourism 
promotion, while nurturing young talent and 
creating greater awareness about J&K’s distinctive 
floral attractions.

Later, the Chief Minister also inspected the 
award-winning paintings and went through the 
photographs and Instagram reels submitted by 
the participants, appreciating the creativity and 
talent reflected in the entries.

Additional Chief Secretary to the Chief Minister 
Dheeraj Gupta, Commissioner Secretary 
Floriculture, Parks & Gardens Zubair Ahmed, 
Director Floriculture Kashmir Mathora Masoom, 
officers and officials of the Floriculture Department, 
awardees, participants and media persons were 
present on the occasion.

PM Modi
country's development narrative.
With the overarching vision of 'Yuva Shakti 

for Viksit Bharat 2047', this year's celebrations 
are expected to go beyond commemorating the 
freedom struggle and focus on the role of the 
next generation in steering India towards becoming 
a developed nation by 2047.

A major highlight of the ceremony will be 
the first-ever rendering of the National Song 
'Vande Mataram' as part of the main Independence 
Day programme at the Red Fort. The Army band 
will perform the song after the Tricolour is unfurled, 
followed by the National Anthem. The occasion 
also marks 150 years of 'Vande Mataram', giving 
the celebrations a strong historical and cultural 
dimension.

The participation of students and 'My Bharat' 
volunteers in the commemoration is expected 
to reinforce the government's emphasis on youth 
as the principal stakeholders in India's future. 
Prime Minister Modi is likely to draw a connection 
between the spirit of 'Vande Mataram', the 
sacrifices of the freedom movement and the 
responsibilities of a new generation in building 
a developed India.

Youth aspirations are therefore expected to 
occupy considerable space in the Prime Minister's 
address. Education, employment, entrepreneurship, 
innovation, technology, sports and greater 
participation in nation-building are likely to 
figure in the speech. The recent emergence of 
youth-led protests and agitations over examination 
irregularities, recruitment and employment-
related concerns has also placed Gen Z aspirations 
firmly in the national discourse.

Although it remains uncertain whether the 
Prime Minister will make a direct reference to 
these protests, the address could seek to channel 
the concerns and energy of young Indians towards 
constructive participation in the development 
process. The emphasis is likely to be on transforming 
India's demographic dividend into an engine of 

innovation, manufacturing, technological 
advancement and social progress.

National security and defence preparedness 
are also expected to form an important part 
of the Independence Day narrative. The experience 
and lessons of Operation Sindoor, launched 
following the Pahalgam terror attack in May 
2025, could provide a backdrop to the Prime 
Minister's remarks on India's ability to respond 
to security threats and protect its citizens.

Defence indigenisation is likely to receive 
particular attention as the government continues 
to link national security with Atmanirbharta. 
The growing domestic production of weapons, 
ammunition, warships, aircraft, air-defence 
systems and other military equipment has 
strengthened the push to reduce dependence 
on imports while expanding India's defence 
manufacturing and export capabilities.

The Prime Minister could also highlight 
the transformation of the defence sector through 
artificial intelligence, drones, space-based 
systems, cyber capabilities and other emerging 
technologies.

The address is also likely to place India's 
growing international profile within the larger 
Viksit Bharat vision. India's engagement with 
major powers, strategic partners and the Global 
South, along with its role in discussions on 
technology, climate change, energy security, 
trade and reform of international institutions, 
could find mention. The broader message is 
expected to be that economic strength, 
technological capability, and credible defence 
preparedness are integral to India's emergence 
as a major global power.

The ceremony itself will combine military 
tradition with new symbols of participation. 
On arrival at the Red Fort, the Prime Minister 
will be received by Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh, Minister of State for Defence Sanjay Seth, 
and Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh. 
He will inspect the Tri-Services and Delhi Police 
Guard of Honour before proceeding to the 
ramparts.

Following the hoisting of the National Flag, 
a synchronised 21-gun salute will be fired by 
the 1721 Field Battery (Ceremonial) using 
indigenous 105mm Light Field Guns. Two Indian 
Air Force Mi-17 helicopters will subsequently 
shower flower petals, with one carrying the 
national flag and the other displaying the 'Vande 
Mataram' flag.

The venue will feature view-cutters carrying 
the message 'Viksit Bharat 2047', while more 
than 1,500 invitees from States and union 
Territories are expected to attend in traditional 
attire. In a departure from conventional VIP-
centric nomenclature, seating enclosures have 
been named after major Indian lakes.

The celebrations will extend beyond the 
Red Fort, with patriotic band performances by 
the armed forces, NCC and Central Armed Police 
Forces at 343 prominent locations. The Indian 
Navy and local administrations will also organise 
flag-hoisting ceremonies in the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep, taking the 
Independence Day message of unity, participation 
and national pride across the country.

LG Sinha
Partition Horrors Remembrance Day 

programme at Tagore Hall, Srinagar, Sinha paid 
tribute to millions who suffered displacement 
and loss in 1947 and urged the younger generation 
to ensure that the mistakes of the past are never 
repeated.

The Lieutenant Governor, Shri Manoj Sinha 
today attended the solemn observance of 
‘Partition Horrors Remembrance Day’ at Tagore 
Hall, Srinagar. The event was marked by collective 
remembrance and a reaffirmation of national 
unity. In his address on the occasion, the 
Lieutenant Governor paid heartfelt tribute to 
all those citizens who endured unimaginable 
suffering during the partition of 1947 and whose 
sacrifices continue to inspire generations.

The Lieutenant Governor emphasized that 
the wound of partition continues to exist as a 
pain in the collective consciousness of every 
Indian.

“Decades after the partition, their sacrifice 
reminds us that the wound remains unhealed, 
lingering as a generational pain in India's collective 
soul. On Partition Horrors Remembrance Day, 
we are not merely recalling the past but we are 
giving voice to those millions whose voices 
were taken away from them. I wish to reiterate 
with firm resolve that we will not allow their 
pain to be buried in the dust of history. 

Remembering them is fulfilling our duty 
towards humanity. We will preserve their 
memories. Remembering them with complete 
truthfulness, honesty, and utmost sensitivity 
is the most sacred tribute. I believe that their 
stories are an indelible chapter of our national 
consciousness, and their sacrifice will forever 
remain alive in the soul of Mother India,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said. 

The Lieutenant Governor urged the people 
of UT of Jammu Kashmir to treat this day as an 
occasion of introspection and national resolve. 
He called upon the youth, farmers, workers, 
and women to rise with courage and 
determination, to turn the pace of time towards 
progress and harmony.

The Lieutenant Governor praised the 
resilience of people who rebuilt their lives with 
courage and enriched the country’s social fabric 
and cultural heritage with historic traditions 
and values.

‘Today’s occasion is an opportunity to 
acknowledge the pain of the past and strengthen 
our unwavering commitment to peace, harmony 
and national unity. This day reminds us that 

only the lessons of history can make the future 
secure and humane,” the Lieutenant Governor 
said.  

He noted that the partition divided families 
and displaced communities from Pakistan-
occupied Jammu Kashmir and Chhamb. He 
paid tribute to those who faced decades-long 
discrimination within the UT due to Article 
370. The Lieutenant Governor said that Hon'ble 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ended their 
suffering and granted them equal rights like 
any other citizen of the country.

The Lieutenant Governor also paid tribute 
the countless families who sacrificed during 
the tribal invasion months after partition.

“Within a few months of partition, enemies 
of the nation carried out terror attack under 
the cover of tribal invasions. Indian army and 
people fought bravely. The struggle and sacrifice 
of countless families are an integral part of the 
collective memory of Jammu Kashmir.  Today, 
I humbly pay tribute to the patience, hard work, 
and unbroken patriotism of all those families,” 
he said.

Addressing the youth, the Lieutenant 
Governor emphasized that partition is not merely 
history but a living memory of millions of 
families. He urged them to learn from the 
experiences of the past, to reject enmity and 
communal bitterness, and to build bridges of 
trust. He called upon them to construct a 
developed India that is inclusive and empowered.

"The youth of Jammu Kashmir must ensure 
that the mistakes of the past are never repeated 
in the future. Where walls were once raised, 
you must build bridges of trust and construct 
a Viksit Bharat that is inclusive,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor reminded the 
gathering that India’s strength lies in its diversity. 
From Kashmir to Kanyakumari, from Gujarat 
to Goa, from Assam to Arunachal Pradesh, India 
is a confluence of languages, cultures, traditions, 
and beliefs, he said.

“Through partition, enemies of the nation 
tried to destroy this spirit of unity in diversity, 
but India has continuously moved forward with 
pride and confidence. We must take a pledge 
to acquaint future generations with the pain 
of partition, to strengthen peace and harmony, 
and to ensure that such a tragedy is never 
repeated. Building a self-reliant Jammu Kashmir 
is a shared duty and national unity remains 
the bedrock of our strength, security and 
collective progress,” the Lieutenant Governor 
said.

The Lieutenant Governor visited the photo 
exhibition on Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day. A Two- minute silence was observed in 
the memory of those who lost their lives during 
the Partition of India.

The event also featured a moving theatrical 
performance by the artists that brought to light 
the trauma, hardship, and displacement 
experienced by millions during the Partition.

Dr Syed Darakhshan Andrabi, Chairperson, 
J&K Waqf Board; Shri Atal Dulloo, Chief Secretary; 
Shri Shaleen Kabra, Additional Chief Secretary, 
Jal Shakti Department, Shri Brij Mohan Sharma, 
Principal Secretary Culture; Shri Ashok Koul, 
General Secretary (Organisation) BJP J&K; senior 
officials, prominent citizens from different 
walks of life and youth in large number were 
present.

Partition Was
memories as a lesson in unity, peace and 

responsible nation-building. Addressing a 
national seminar on Partition Horrors 
Remembrance Day at the University of Delhi, 
he said Partition was not merely a redrawing 
of political boundaries but a rupture of a 
civilisational heritage built over thousands of 
years.

Vice-President of India Shri C. P. Radhakrishnan 
today addressed a National Seminar on the 
occasion of Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day, organised by the Centre for Independence 
and Partition Studies, University of Delhi, in 
association with the Indian Council of Historical 
Research (ICHR). The seminar was held on the 
theme ‘The Partition of India - A Saga of 
Displacement, Separation and Resettlement’ 
and focused on The Story of India’s Partition 
(1947).

Addressing the gathering, the Vice-President 
paid his deep respects to the survivors of Partition 
who were present at the seminar and said that 
the nation had gathered to reflect on “one of 
the most tragic and dehumanising chapters” 
in its history.

The Vice-President emphasised that the 
purpose of remembering Partition is not to 
reopen old wounds with bitterness, but to move 
towards greater unity and harmony. As Bharat 
prepares to celebrate Independence Day, he 
said, the nation must pause to remember the 
sacrifices and suffering of those who lived 
through Partition.

Shri C. P. Radhakrishnan noted that 
Independence brought freedom from colonial 
rule, but was accompanied by an unprecedented 
tragedy and one of the largest mass migrations 
in human history. He said that the scale of the 
tragedy remains a stark warning of the devastating 
consequences of division and hatred.

The Vice-President appreciated the University 
of Delhi for establishing the Centre for 
Independence and Partition Studies in 2023, 
dedicated to preserving and studying this history. 
He noted that, in a short period, the Centre has 
recorded the oral testimonies of more than a 
hundred Partition survivors and continues to 
engage young students through lectures, archives 
and public events.

“Our children deserve to know the truth of 
Partition,” Shri C. P. Radhakrishnan said, stressing 
that a catastrophe of such magnitude cannot 
be reduced to a few lines in a textbook. He 
recalled the enduring wisdom that those who 
fail to remember the past risk repeating its 
tragedies.

Referring to the wider historical consequences 
of Partition, the Vice-President said that the 
hurried redrawing of borders created disputes 
that continue to have implications even today. 
He noted that Partition has had a lasting impact 
on India’s defence policy, national security and 
relations with neighbouring countries.

Reflecting on the lessons of Partition and 
the importance of leadership in times of crisis, 
Shri C. P. Radhakrishnan said that the will and 
determination of political leadership are 
important in taking difficult decisions in the 
larger national interest.

Recalling the incidents during Partition, 
the Vice-President emphasised the importance 
of preparedness and responsible decision-making, 
noting that decisions having a bearing on the 
safety and security of people should be taken 
with adequate advance notice. He stressed that 
the safety and security of everyone must always 
remain a paramount consideration.

He further observed that Partition was not 
merely a redrawing of political boundaries, but 
also divided a civilisational landscape that had 
remained interconnected for thousands of years. 
He referred to the disruption of access to several 
important civilisational, cultural and spiritual 
sites, including the Sindhu river, Kartarpur Sahib, 
Nankana Sahib, ancient Shaktipeeths, and the 
archaeological heritage of Harappa, Mohenjodaro 
and Takshashila.

The Vice-President urged citizens to place 
the nation above narrower identities and 
emphasised that no caste, language or region 
can be more important than the nation. He said 
that every Indian should feel proud of being 
Indian and remain conscious of the shared 
civilisational heritage and national identity 
that binds the country together.

During the occasion, the Vice-President 
felicitated 15 Partition survivors in recognition 
of their courage, resilience and contribution to 
preserving the memories and lived experiences 
of Partition.

The Vice-President also administered the 
‘No Drugs’ pledge to the students, urging the 
younger generation to stay away from drugs 
and make healthy, responsible and constructive 
choices for their future.

Concluding his address, the Vice-President 
said that Partition Horrors Remembrance Day 
should remind the nation that freedom is precious, 
unity is essential and peace can never be taken 
for granted.

The Vice-President also witnessed an 
exhibition organised by the ICHR and the 
University of Delhi on the occasion. He said that 
the exhibits offered a powerful reminder of the 
enormous human cost of Partition.

The seminar was attended by Vice-Chancellor, 
University of Delhi, Prof. Yogesh Singh; Chairman, 
ICHR, Prof. Raghuvendra Tanwar; Dean of Colleges, 
Prof. Balram Pani; Registrar, Dr. Vikas Gupta, 
besides academics, scholars, students and Partition 
survivors.

DGP Reviews
alert in South Kashmir following a series of 

recent attacks, including the killing of a J&K 
Police head constable in Anantnag on July 22 
and the subsequent shooting of two migrant 
workers in Kulgam on July 31. The two workers 
later succumbed to their injuries.

The Anantnag incident had prompted 
intensified security operations across South 
Kashmir, including Pulwama, Shopian and 
Kulgam, with additional checkpoints and searches 
being mounted in several areas.

Against this backdrop, the DGP's field visit 
focused on the effectiveness of the existing 
security grid and the ability of police units on 
the ground to respond quickly to any emerging 
threat.

The officers also reviewed surveillance 
arrangements and security measures in rural 
and vulnerable pockets, besides taking stock 
of coordination between different police 
formations operating in the districts.

The review comes a day before Independence 
Day, when security arrangements across Jammu 
and Kashmir are being strengthened around 
important installations, public gatherings and 
other sensitive locations.

Police and security agencies have been 
maintaining a heightened presence across South 
Kashmir as part of measures aimed at preventing 
any attempt to disrupt the Independence Day 
events and ensuring the safety of civilians. [KNT]

Partition Was One 
of History’s Largest 
Mass Migrations, Says 
Vice-President
C. P. Radhakrishnan says freedom 
is precious, unity essential and peace 
can never be taken for granted

HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 14: Vice-President 
C. P. Radhakrishnan on Thursday described 
Partition as one of the largest mass migrations 
in human history and called for preserving 

its painful memories as a lesson in unity, 
peace and responsible nation-building. 
Addressing a national seminar on Partition 
Horrors Remembrance Day at the University 
of Delhi, he said Partition was not merely 
a redrawing of political boundaries but a 
rupture of a civilisational heritage built 
over thousands of years.

Vice-President of India Shri C. P. 
Radhakrishnan today addressed a National 
Seminar on the occasion of Partition Horrors 
Remembrance Day, organised by the Centre 
for Independence and Partition Studies, 
University of Delhi, in association with the 
Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR). 
The seminar was held on the theme ‘The 
Partition of India - A Saga of Displacement, 
Separation and Resettlement’ and focused 
on The Story of India’s Partition (1947).

Addressing the gathering, the Vice-
President paid his deep respects to the 
survivors of Partition who were present at 
the seminar and said that the nation had 
gathered to reflect on “one of the most tragic 
and dehumanising chapters” in its history.

The Vice-President emphasised that the 
purpose of remembering Partition is not 
to reopen old wounds with bitterness, but 
to move towards greater unity and harmony. 
As Bharat prepares to celebrate Independence 
Day, he said, the nation must pause to 
remember the sacrifices and suffering of 
those who lived through Partition.

Shri C. P. Radhakrishnan noted that 
Independence brought freedom from colonial 
rule, but was accompanied by an 
unprecedented tragedy and one of the largest 
mass migrations in human history. He said 
that the scale of the tragedy remains a stark 
warning of the devastating consequences 
of division and hatred.The Vice-President 
appreciated the University of Delhi for 
establishing the Centre for Independence 
and Partition Studies in 2023, dedicated to 
preserving and studying this history. He 
noted that, in a short period, the Centre has 
recorded the oral testimonies of more than 
a hundred Partition survivors and continues 
to engage young students through lectures, 
archives and public events.“Our children 
deserve to know the truth of Partition,” 
Shri C. P. Radhakrishnan said, stressing that 
a catastrophe of such magnitude cannot be 
reduced to a few lines in a textbook. He 
recalled the enduring wisdom that those 
who fail to remember the past risk repeating 
its tragedies.

Referring to the wider historical 
consequences of Partition, the Vice-President 
said that the hurried redrawing of borders 
created disputes that continue to have 
implications even today. He noted that 
Partition has had a lasting impact on India’s 
defence policy, national security and relations 
with neighbouring countries.

Reflecting on the lessons of Partition 
and the importance of leadership in times 
of crisis, Shri C. P. Radhakrishnan said that 
the will and determination of political 
leadership are important in taking difficult 
decisions in the larger national interest.

Recalling the incidents during Partition, 
the Vice-President emphasised the 
importance of preparedness and responsible 
decision-making, noting that decisions 
having a bearing on the safety and security 
of people should be taken with adequate 
advance notice. He stressed that the safety 
and security of everyone must always remain 
a paramount consideration.

He further observed that Partition was 
not merely a redrawing of political boundaries, 
but also divided a civilisational landscape 
that had remained interconnected for 
thousands of years. He referred to the 
disruption of access to several important 
civilisational, cultural and spiritual sites, 
including the Sindhu river, Kartarpur Sahib, 
Nankana Sahib, ancient Shaktipeeths, and 
the archaeological heritage of Harappa, 
Mohenjodaro and Takshashila.

The Vice-President urged citizens to 
place the nation above narrower identities 
and emphasised that no caste, language or 
region can be more important than the 
nation. He said that every Indian should 
feel proud of being Indian and remain 
conscious of the shared civilisational heritage 
and national identity that binds the country 
together.

During the occasion, the Vice-President 
felicitated 15 Partition survivors in recognition 
of their courage, resilience and contribution 
to preserving the memories and lived 
experiences of Partition.The Vice-President 
also administered the ‘No Drugs’ pledge to 
the students, urging the younger generation 
to stay away from drugs and make healthy, 
responsible and constructive choices for 
their future.Concluding his address, the 
Vice-President said that Partition Horrors 
Remembrance Day should remind the nation 
that freedom is precious, unity is essential 
and peace can never be taken for granted.
The Vice-President also witnessed an 
exhibition organised by the ICHR and the 
University of Delhi on the occasion. He said 
that the exhibits offered a powerful reminder 
of the enormous human cost of Partition.
The seminar was attended by Vice-Chancellor, 
University of Delhi, Prof. Yogesh Singh; 
Chairman, ICHR, Prof. Raghuvendra Tanwar; 
Dean of Colleges, Prof. Balram Pani; Registrar, 
Dr. Vikas Gupta, besides academics, scholars, 
students and Partition survivors.
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CS reviews measures to strengthen 
J&K's handicrafts and handloom sector

Directs expansion of skill courses, stronger GI traceability and technology-based wage assessment

JKLCMA Vice Chairman reviews 
conservation, dredging works in Gilsar

Directs timely completion of navigational channel cleaning works

Swachhta 50-50 Campaign gains 
momentum in Bandipora

DC joins Cleanliness Drive, reviews Baseline Survey

Tiranga rides high at 

LOC: Grand Motorcycle 

Rally held from Kaman 

Post Aman Setu

�� HT  News Network

BARAMULLA, AUGUST 14: The spirit of patriotism 
resonated along the Line of Control as a vibrant Tiranga 
Motorcycle Rally commenced today from LOC Kaman Post, 
Aman Setu, as part of the ongoing Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
and celebrations of the 80th Independence Day.

The rally was led by SDM Uri, Prince Kumar, along with 
SDPO Uri, and witnessed enthusiastic participation from 
officers, officials and citizens. Participants rode motorcycles 
proudly carrying the Tricolour, creating a spectacular display 
of national pride and patriotic fervour.The rally aimed to 
inspire greater public participation in the Har Ghar Tiranga 
campaign and reinforce the message of unity, patriotism 
and national pride. The sight of the Tricolour fluttering at 
the LOC added a distinctive and inspiring dimension to the 
Independence Day celebrations.The enthusiastic participation 
of citizens and officials reflected the collective spirit of Uri 
and their shared commitment to celebrating the nation’s 
80th Independence Day with pride, unity and patriotic 
fervour. The enthusiastic participation of citizens and officials 
reflected the collective spirit of Uri and their shared 
commitment to celebrating the nation’s 80th Independence.

Javed Rana meets delega-

tions, assures swift resolution 

of development issues

�� HT  News Network

POONCH, AUGUST 14: Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest, 
Ecology & Environment and Tribal Affairs, Javed Ahmed 
Rana, today met a number of delegations and public 
representatives at Surankote and Poonch who apprised him 
of various development-related issues pertaining to their 
respective areas.

The visiting delegations raised a range of issues concerning 
the availability and improvement of essential public services, 
development of infrastructure and expediting ongoing 
works. They also brought to the Minister’s attention the 
urgent need for restoration of public services and infrastructure 
damaged due to the recent flash floods and landslides.

The delegations sought intervention of the government 
for restoration of damaged roads, water supply schemes 
and other essential infrastructure.

Giving a patient hearing to the delegations, Javed Rana 
assured them that their genuine concerns are taken up with 
the concerned departments for appropriate action. He 
directed the officers to ensure close coordination and timely 
follow-up so that the issues raised by the people are resolved 
without unnecessary delay.

J&K Govt to constitute Departmental 
Committee to review S.O. 12 of 2022 for out-

standing sportspersons appointments

KU's Special Cell concludes 10-day 
deafhood workshop

�� HT  News Network

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 14: With nearly 5 lakh 
artisans and weavers now registered and 
handicraft exports running in billions, Jammu 
& Kashmir is steadily expanding the institutional 
and market ecosystem around its traditional 
crafts, with Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo, today 
taking stock of the initiatives underway to 
further consolidate this momentum across the 
Union Territory.

The review meeting was attended by 
Commissioner Secretary, Industries & Commerce; 
Director, Industries, Jammu; Director, Handicrafts 
& Handloom, Kashmir/Jammu; Managing 
Director, J&K Handicrafts & Handloom 
Corporation (JKHHMC); and senior 
representatives of the National Institute of 
Fashion Technology (NIFT), Srinagar, Craft 
Development Institute (CDI) and Indian Institute 
of Carpet Technology (IICT), Srinagar.

The Chief Secretary undertook a detailed 
assessment of the initiatives aimed at upgrading 
laboratories, developing craft villages and 
Common Facility Centres (CFCs), strengthening 
wool processing and testing facilities, promoting 
quality assurance and GI-tagging, besides 
improving market linkages and access to 
institutional credit for artisans and weavers.

The Chief Secretary directed the Department 
to expedite completion of all ongoing projects 
in both Jammu and Kashmir divisions, observing 
that the benefits of these investments should 
reach artisans and the wider craft ecosystem 
on the ground without delay.

He laid particular emphasis on strengthening 
the quality-testing and certification ecosystem, 
including upgradation of laboratories, 
development of craft villages, CFCs for dyeing 
and other specialised activities, wool processing 
facilities, testing infrastructure and GI-tagging 
of finished products.

Dulloo called for introduction of vocational 
and skill-oriented courses at NIFT Srinagar, 
including diploma and certificate programmes, 

to provide local youth greater access to the 
national-level institution. He observed that 
such courses could also contribute towards 
preservation and revival of traditional and 
dying crafts by creating a new generation of 
skilled artisans.

On GI-tagged products, the Chief Secretary 
stressed the need for an effective traceability 
and tracking mechanism to establish the 
authenticity of products reaching the market. 
He directed the Department to ascertain and 
maintain a clear record of the number of GI-
tagged products manufactured and labelled 
so far.

The Chief Secretary further called for 
leveraging Internet of Things (IoT)-based 

technology to determine the working hours 
and effort involved in producing individual 
craft products. He observed that such data 
could help ensure that remuneration paid to 
artisans is commensurate with the time and 
skill invested, thereby protecting their earning 
potential and making traditional crafts 
economically viable for the younger generation.

Earlier the Commissioner Secretary, 
Industries & Commerce, Vikramjit Singh 
highlighted that the sector has maintained a 
strong export trajectory, with handicraft exports 
reaching ₹817.39 Cr during FY 2025-26 and 
₹73.85 Cr already been recorded during the 
first quarter of ensuing financial year.

He further divulged that a substantial 
expansion of the sector's institutional base, 
with 4,61,381 artisans and weavers registered 
across Jammu & Kashmir with another 13,264 
artisans been registered, including 7,919 in 
Kashmir and 5,345 in Jammu this year.

Giving further details a presentation was 
made by Director, Handicrafts & Handloom, 
Kashmir, Mussarat-ul-Islam, apprising that 
the Department is actively promoting the Credit 
Card Scheme for Artisans/Weavers, under which 
beneficiaries can avail credit support of up to 
₹2 lakh, backed by 7 per cent interest subvention 
for five years.

�� HT  News Network

BANDIPORA, AUGUST 14: 
As part of the ongoing Swachhta 
50-50 campaign, the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Bandipora, 
Indu Kanwal Chib, visited 
Sonerwani and reviewed the 
field-level implementation of 
the campaign, including the 
baseline survey and cleanliness 
activities being undertaken with 
active community participation.

During the visit, the Deputy 
Commissioner took an on-the-
spot review of the QR code-based 
baseline survey being conducted 
by Anganwadi workers and 
educational institutions under 
the campaign. She interacted 
with Anganwadi workers and 
reviewed the process of 
collecting household-level 
information to assess existing 
waste management practices 
and support effective planning 
and monitoring of the initiative.

The DC also personally 
participated in a cleanliness 
and waste-removal drive in 
Sonerwani, along with Assistant 
Commissioner Panchayat 
Bandipora Aijaz Ali, Rural 
Development Department 
officials, Anganwadi workers, 
local residents and shopkeepers. 
She joined the participants in 
removing waste from the site 
and stressed the importance 
of sustained efforts to prevent 
open dumping.At Government 
Middle School Sonerwani, the 
Deputy Commissioner interacted 

with local residents, shopkeepers, 
Anganwadi workers and 
students and emphasised that 
cleanliness cannot be achieved 
through government efforts 
alone, calling for active 
participation of every citizen.

The DC highlighted that the 
Swachhta 50-50 initiative is 
based on the principle of 50 
percent Government and 50 
percent public participation, 
with the objective of bringing 
behavioural change at the 
household and community level 
through source segregation.

�� HT  News Network

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 14: 
Vice Chairman, J&K Lake 
Conservation & Management 
Authority (JKLCMA), Khurshid 
Ahmad Shah, today conducted 
a comprehensive field 
inspection of Gilsar to review 
the ongoing conservation, 
restoration and navigational 
channel cleaning works.

He was accompanied by 
Collector, Executive Engineer, 
Lake Division Ist /2nd /
Mechanical, AEEs and other 
field staff of the Authority.

During the inspection, the 
Vice Chairman reviewed the 
progress of dredging and 
cleaning of navigational 
channels in both water bodies. 
He was informed that dredging 
of two major channels from 
Saidapora Bridge towards 
Firdousa Abad and Sazgaripora 

have been completed. Work 
on opening and cleaning the 
remaining interior channels is 
currently underway.

The Vice Chairman also 
inspected the Watermaster 
recently deployed in the area 
and reviewed its utilization for 
cleaning, opening and 
maintaining navigational 
channels.

The concerned officers 
briefed the Vice Chairman on 
the progress achieved so far, 
the challenges encountered 
during execution and the 
measures being taken to ensure 

timely completion of the 
remaining works.

The Vice Chairman directed 
the concerned officers and field 
staff to ensure that all ongoing 
works are executed efficiently 
and within the stipulated 
timelines. He stressed the 
importance of regular field 
monitoring, optimum 
utilization of available 
machinery and close 
coordination among the field 
teams to restore navigational 
connectivity and improve water 
circulation in Khushalsar and 
Gilsar.

�� HT  News Network

Srinagar, Aug 14: The Special 
Cell under the aegis of the 
Department of Students’ Welfare 
(DSW), University of Kashmir 
(KU), concluded a 10-day 
workshop on Deafhood themed 
'HEAR A MILLION' at the Main 
Campus. The workshop was 
organised from August 4 to 14, 
in collaboration with the 
Voluntary Medicare Society 
(VMS) and EnAble India.The 
workshop was aimed at 
empowering students with 
hearing disabilities by providing 
them a platform to showcase 
their talents, creativity, 
leadership and resilience. It 
brought together specially-abled 
students, University volunteers, 
faculty members, disability 
experts, sign language 
interpreters and representatives 
of civil society organisations 
to promote awareness about 

deaf culture, Indian sign 
language, accessibility and the 
rights of persons with 
disabilities.Speaking at the 
valedictory session, Vice-
Chancellor, KU Prof. Nilofer 
Khan, said that creating an 
inclusive educational 
environment is a collective 
responsibility and that every 
student must be provided equal 
opportunities to learn, 
participate and realise their 

potential.“An inclusive 
university is one where every 
student feels heard, valued and 
empowered. Such events are 
important in creating greater 
awareness about deaf culture 
and accessibility,” she said.

Dean DSW KU, Prof. Seema 
Singh, said that the workshop 
reflected the University’s 
commitment to creating a 
supportive and inclusive campus 
environment.Vice-President, 

Voluntary Medicare Society, 
Prof. Masooda Yasin, said that 
empowering persons with 
disabilities requires moving 
beyond awareness towards 
meaningful participation and 
equal opportunities.The 
programme featured interactive 
sessions, motivational talks, 
recreational activities, talent 
exhibitions and skill-
development workshops 
designed to foster confidence, 
self-expression and meaningful 
participation among students 
with hearing disabilities. The 
sessions also focused on deaf 
culture, Indian sign language, 
accessibility, disability rights, 
communication and leadership 
skills.The workshop provided 
an opportunity for around 50 
participants, including specially-
abled students, University 
volunteers, faculty members 
and invited experts from EnAble 
India and VMS.

�� HT  News Network

JAMMU, AUGUST 13: “The 
J&K Government shall constitute 
a Departmental Committee to 
review the Appointment of 
Outstanding Sports Persons 
Rules, commonly referred to 
as S.O. 12 of 2022 read with 
S.O.412 of 2023”, the Department 
of Youth Services and Sports 
said on Wednesday.The 
Committee will examine the 
relevant provisions of the rules, 
practical implementation issues 
and suggestions received from 
stakeholders and will make 
appropriate recommendations 
in accordance with law.

The larger objective of the 
review, the Department stated, 
is to promote fairness, 
transparency and merit in the 
appointment of outstanding 
sportspersons. The review 
process shall be prospective in 
its approach and shall not, by 

itself, cast any aspersion upon 
candidates who have been 
selected in accordance with 
the rules applicable to them.

The decision to constitute 
the Committee has been taken 
in light of various concerns and 
representations received by the 
Department in relation to the 
said rules.As per the 
spokesperson of the Department 
of Youth Services and Sports, 
Minister for FCS&CA, IT, Youth 
Services and Sports, Science 
and Technology, Satish Sharma, 
had earlier listened to the 
grievances of a number of 
sportspersons on 24th of June 
2026. Following this, a delegation 
of senior officers of the 
Government today met the 
protesting sportspersons and 
took detailed note of the 
grievances. While S.O. 12 of 
2022 has been in force for several 
years and selections undertaken 
under the said framework have 

been processed in accordance 
with the rules applicable at the 
relevant time, the Government 
has taken cognisance of the 
demand for a review of the 
existing framework.Reaffirming 
its position, the Department 
placed on record that the 
selections already made under 
the applicable rules have been 
processed in accordance with 
the provisions of S.O. 12 of 2022 
and the subsequent 
amendments/instructions 
applicable thereto. At the same 
time, the Government 
recognises the importance of 
addressing the genuine concerns 
raised by stakeholders in a fair, 
objective and transparent 
manner.“All grievances and 
representations received by the 
Department concerning the 
selection process shall be 
examined objectively and in 
accordance with the applicable 
rules and established procedure. 

No genuine grievance will be 
ignored or left unattended. Each 
matter shall be considered on 
its facts and merits, without 
prejudice to the rights of any 
candidate and without 
compromising the integrity of 
the selection process,” the 
Spokesperson maintained. He 
clarified that consideration of 
a grievance shall not, by itself, 
imply acceptance of the 
allegations or any finding of 
irregularity, and appropriate 
action, wherever warranted 
under the applicable rules, shall 
be taken only after due 
examination and verification.

The Department also 
reiterated its commitment to 
the strict and uniform 
implementation of the applicable 
Transfer Policy. The Youth 
Services and Sports Department 
shall undertake a review of the 
existing stay position of 
employees in the Department.
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BANDIPORA, AUGUST 14: 
As part of the ongoing Har Ghar 
Tiranga Campaign-2026 and 
the commemoration of 150 
years of Vande Mataram, a series 
of patriotic activities were held 
across Bandipora district, 
witnessing enthusiastic 
participation from students, 
youth, officials, staff and 
members of the community.

The Department of Youth 
Services and Sports, District 
Bandipora, continued its 
district-wide patriotic activities 
across all zones, with 
Government and private 
educational institutions actively 
participating in various events. 

A mega Har Ghar Tiranga Rally 
was organised at Nadikhai, 
Hajin, witnessing enthusiastic 
participation from students 
and youth, who carried the 
Tricolour and spread the 
message of patriotism, unity 
and national pride.

The Department of AYUSH, 

Bandipora, also participated 
in the campaign through 
awareness sessions, Yoga 
activities, Flag Hoisting 
ceremonies and selfie sessions 
at various AYUSH institutions 
in collaboration with schools. 
Students, officials and 
community members 

participated enthusiastically. 
Selfie videos and photographs 
with the Tiranga were also 
captured as a mark of respect 
for the National Flag.

The participants were 
sensitised about the significance 
and objectives of the Har Ghar 
Tiranga Campaign and 
encouraged to proudly display 
the National Flag, strengthening 
the spirit of national unity, 
patriotism and pride.

Har Ghar Tiranga was also 
celebrated at Receiving Station 
Ajas with patriotic spirit and 
enthusiasm. The participation 
of officials and staff reflected 
a strong sense of patriotism 
and dedication towards the 
nation.

�� HT  News Network

BUDGAM, AUGUST 14: The 
District Information Centre 
Budgam, in collaboration with 
the District Administration 
Budgam, organised a cultural 
programme to commemorate 
150 years of Vande Mataram 
and promote the ongoing Har 
Ghar Tiranga Campaign, 
highlighting their enduring 
significance as symbols of 
patriotism, national unity and 
love for the motherland.The 
programme was attended by 
district officers and officials of 
the District Administration, 

who actively participated in 
the proceedings.The event 
featured a soulful patriotic song 
presented by the Doodhganga 
Folk Cultural Forum, followed 
by a short theatrical presentation 

on the theme “Horrors of 
Partition”, presented under the 
aegis of the Ministry of Culture, 
Government of India.The 
musical and theatrical 
performances highlighted the 

values of patriotism, unity, 
sacrifice and collective 
responsibility associated with 
the nation’s journey. The 
presentations also served as a 
reminder of the importance of 
preserving national unity, peace 
and communal harmony, 
evoking a strong sense of pride 
and patriotism among the 
audience.The programme 
provided an opportunity to 
reflect on the rich cultural and 
historical legacy associated 
with Vande Mataram and the 
significance of displaying the 
National Flag under the Har 
Ghar Tiranga Campaign.

150 Years of Vande Mataram: Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day observed in Kulgam, DC urges tolerance, mutual brotherhood

DC Budgam chairs DLIC 
meet, approves 1635 cases 

under HADP, JKCIP & ISDS

�� HT  News Network

‎BUDGAM, AUGUST 14: District Administration 
Budgam today approved 1,635 cases under HADP , JKCIP 
and ISDS schemes during a meeting of District Level 
Implementation Committee (DLIC), chaired by Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Budgam, Athar Aamir Khan.

Of the total, 1,407 cases were approved under HADP, 
128 under JKCIP and 100 under ISDS. The approvals cover 
Agriculture, Horticulture, Sheep Husbandry, Fisheries, 
Horticulture P&M and Sericulture sectors.

Chairing the meeting, the Deputy Commissioner 
stressed that agriculture and allied sectors are vital to 
the rural economy and directed the concerned departments 
to ensure timely implementation, effective handholding 
of beneficiaries and close monitoring of approved cases.

He further instructed for coordinated efforts among 
the Agriculture and Allied Departments to harness the 
district’s potential in agriculture, horticulture, livestock, 
fisheries and sericulture, with a focus on strengthening 
rural livelihoods and creating sustainable employment 
opportunities.

The DC instructed for coordinated efforts to maximise 
the impact of these schemes, improve productivity, 
strengthen rural livelihoods and create sustainable income 
and employment opportunities for farmers and other 
beneficiaries.

The meeting was attended by CPO, CAO, CAHO, CHO, 
DSHO, AD Fisheries and other concerned officers.

DLSA Budgam observes World Tribal 
Day, International Youth Day

Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign: 

Partition Horrors Remembrance 

Day observed across Anantnag

�� HT  News Network

ANANTNAG, AUGUST 14. As part of the ongoing Har 
Ghar Tiranga Campaign 2026, Partition Horrors 
Remembrance Day was solemnly observed today across 
District Anantnag to commemorate the sacrifices and 
struggles of millions during the 1947 Partition of India.

The main commemorative event, organized at Town 
Hall, Municipal Council Anantnag, was attended by Deputy 
Commissioner (DC), Dr. Bilal Mohiuddin Bhat, alongside 
Additional Deputy Commissioners (ADCs), ACR, CPO, 
ACD, DSEO, and senior officers from the District 
Administration. Officials from various line departments, 
local youth, prominent civil society members, and citizens 
gathered in large numbers to mark the day.

District Information Centre Budgam 

organises Cultural Programme to 

Commemorate 150 Years of Vande Mataram

Bandipora wears Tricolour Spirit as District-
Wide Har Ghar Tiranga Celebrations intensify

SWD Srinagar organizes Vocational 
Training Programme

�� HT  News Network

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 14: 
Social Welfare Department 
(SWD), through SANKALP-HEW 
Srinagar, organised a vocational 
training and entrepreneurship 
orientation programme at Amar 
Singh College, Srinagar, with the 
objective of sensitising and 
empowering participants 
regarding opportunities in skill 
development, entrepreneurship 
and self-employment.

The programme witnessed 
the participation of resource 
persons from the District 
Industries Centre (DIC), Srinagar, 
and the Jammu and Kashmir 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Institute (JKEDI), Srinagar), who 
engaged with the participants 
and provided valuable guidance 
on various avenues for enterprise 
development and sustainable 
livelihoods.During the 
programme, the resource persons 
apprised the participants about 
various Government schemes, 
programmes and institutional 
support mechanisms available 

for promoting entrepreneurship, 
skill development and self-
employment. They provided 
insights into opportunities for 
establishing small enterprises, 
accessing financial and technical 
assistance, and availing benefits 
under different government-
sponsored initiatives.

The session also focused on 
developing entrepreneurial skills, 
identifying viable livelihood 
opportunities and encouraging 
participants to become self-
reliant.The resource persons 
explained the procedures 

involved in accessing support 
from DIC Srinagar and JKEDI and 
addressed queries raised by the 
participants, providing practical 
guidance on the available 
schemes and assistance 
mechanisms.

The Department of Social 
Welfare emphasised that such 
vocational training and 
entrepreneurship-oriented 
programmes play an important 
role in enhancing employability, 
promoting economic 
independence and facilitating 
the sustainable socio-economic 
empowerment of beneficiaries. 
Such initiatives also provide 
participants with greater 
awareness of available 
institutional support and 
encourage them to explore self-
employment as a viable career 
option.The programme 
concluded with an interactive 
session, during which 
participants actively engaged 
with the resource persons, sought 
clarifications regarding various 
schemes and opportunities, and 
expressed their appreciation.

�� HT  News Network

KULGAM, AUGUST 14: District 
Administration Kulgam, in collaboration with 
DIPR, NIC, Education and other departments 
today  observed Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day in the district.

The solemn observance was chaired by 
the Deputy Commissioner, Kulgam, Shahzad 
Alam, who paid tribute to the countless 
individuals who endured unimaginable suffering 
during the Partition of 1947.

In his address, the DC called upon citizens 
to draw strength from that painful chapter 
of history and to uphold the core values of 
compassion, unity and brotherhood that form 
the foundation of our nation and emphasized 
that remembering the horrors of Partition is 
not about reopening old wounds, but about 
reaffirming our collective commitment to 
harmony and to ensuring that such divisions 
never find space in our society again.

Additional Deputy Commissioner, Kulgam, 
Vikar Ahmad Giri also addressed the gathering 

and  spoke on the important lessons to be 
learnt from the Partition Horrors and urged 
the younger generation to carry forward the 
message of peace, tolerance and natonal 
integration.The event saw active participation 

from district officers and officials, students, 
civil society members and citizens from diverse 
communities.Department of Information and 
Public Relations, Kulgam in association with 
District Informatics Office, Kulgam curated 

a moving photo and document exhibition 
depicting the human stories, resilience and 
sacrifices of 1947.A short film on the Partition 
was screened to sensitize the audience about 
the cost of division and the value of unity.

A student troupe from the Education 
Department and artists of DIPR Kulgam 
presented soulful patriotic songs and cultural 
performances that filled the venue with the 
spirit of patriotism.

DIPR Kulgam and Municipal Council Kulgam 
installed dedicated selfie points with tricolor 
backdrops. Citizens gathered to take selfies, 
express love for the nation and mark their 
participation in the Independence Day 
celebrations.The collaborative effort by 
departments ensured wide outreach and 
meaningful engagement across age groups.

In the second session, screening of movie 
on the Horrors of Partition was witnessed by 
DC Kulgam, ADC, Kulgam, district officers and 
officials alongwith good gathering of collage 
and higher secondary students, faculty members 
and citizens.

�� HT  News Network

BUDGAM, AUGUST 14: District Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA) Budgam organised 
an awareness programme in collaboration 
with Tehsil Legal Services Committee Charar-
i-Shariefat at Government High School, 
Nagbal, Yousmarg, in observance of World 
Tribal Day and International Youth Day.

The programme was attended by the 
Secretary, DLSA Budgam, Chairperson, Tehsil 
Legal Services Committee (TLSC), Charar-
i-Shareif, officials and staff of DLSA/TLSC, 
Defense Counsels, Social Activists, respectale 
persons from the area, Para Legal Volunteers 
(PLVs), teaching, non-teaching staff and 
students of the school.

Speaking on the occasion, the Secretary, 
DLSA Budgam, highlighted the importance 
of creating awareness among students and 
young people regarding their legal rights, 
duties, access to justice and the various 
legal services available to vulnerable and 
marginalised sections of society. The 
significance of World Tribal Day and 
International Youth Day was also explained, 
with emphasis on the empowerment of 
tribal communities and the meaningful 
participation of youth in nation-building.

Meanwhile, awareness was also 
generated about legal rights as envisaged 
in the SAMVAD scheme. Aiman Amin, 
Chairperson TLSC Charar-i-Sharief briefed 
the audience about their legal rights under 

the scheme. She further apprised them that 
the community members shall approach 
either District Legal Services Authority 
Budgam or Tehsil Legal Services Committee 
Charar-i-Sharief in case they are in need of 
any legal guidance or advice. She emphasized 
upon the students to concentrate upon their 
studies and get themselves engaged in good 
competitive exams in future and secure 
their jobs in government as well as private 
sector through their reservation.

Among other speakers, Lateef Ahmad 
Khan, Chief LADC Budgam and  Nazeer 
Ahmad, Deputy LADC and  Reyaz Ahmad 
Badana also spoke on the occasion and the 
participants were sensitised about the 
objectives of the NALSA SAMVAD initiative 
and the Jagriti Scheme, particularly the role 
of legal services institutions in spreading 
legal literacy and ensuring access to justice 
for all. The students were encouraged to 
become aware of their rights and 
responsibilities and to act as responsible 
citizens.

KVK Bandipora-1 hosts exposure visit for Ganderbal FPO, showcases modern Farming Technologies
�� HT  News Network

BANDIPORA, AUGUST 14: 
Sher-e-Kashmir University of 
Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology of Kashmir 
(SKUAST-Kashmir), through 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) 
Bandipora-1, organised a 
Demonstration-cum-Exposure 
Visit for more than 25 members 
of Sheikh-ul-Alam Farmer 
Producer Organisation (FPO), 
Ganderbal.

The programme aimed to 
provide practical exposure to 
modern agricultural 

technologies, diversified 
farming enterprises and 
income-generating activities, 
with a focus on strengthening 
FPO-led entrepreneurship and 
enhancing farmers' revenue.

The visiting FPO members 
were given an extensive 
practical exposure to various 
demonstrations and farm-
based enterprises established 
at KVK Bandipora-1. Senior 
Scientist & Head, KVK 
Bandipora-1, interacted with 
the participants and delivered 
a detailed technical session 
on opportunities for increasing 
farm income through crop 

diversification, value addition, 
collective input procurement, 
aggregation, market linkages 
and development of FPO-
managed business activities.

During the programme, 
Head, KVK Bandipora-1, 
explained various technologies 
and practices through field-
based demonstrations and 
highlighted the importance 
of converting available farm 
resources into commercially 
viable enterprises. The 
participants were encouraged 
to adopt integrated and 
diversified farming systems 
according to local resources, 

market demand and economic 
feasibility.

The participants visited 
the Lotus Demonstration Plot 

at KVK Bandipora-1, where 
they were briefed about its 
cultivation, management and 
economic potential. They also 

visited the Makhana 
demonstration, a new initiative 
of KVK Bandipora-1, and were 
apprised of the potential of 
Makhana cultivation and other 
aquatic crops for diversification, 
wetland utilisation and 
additional income generation.

The FPO members further 
visited the Apple Nursery, 
Walnut Nursery and Walnut 
Block, where they received 
practical information on 
nursery management, quality 
planting material, orchard 
establishment and improved 
production practices. The 
participants also visited the 

polyhouse facilities and were 
briefed about protected 
cultivation, efficient use of 
resources, crop diversification 
and the potential of protected 
cultivation for generating 
higher returns.

Scientist, Vegetable 
Science, KVK Bandipora-1, 
interacted with the participants 
and provided technical 
guidance on vegetable 
production, protected 
cultivation, crop management 
and diversification. He 
highlighted the scope for 
integrating high-value 
vegetable enterprises with FPO 

activities to improve 
productivity, marketability 
and farm income.

The programme provided 
the FPO members with an 
opportunity for direct 
interaction with the scientists 
and practical observation of 
ongoing demonstrations at 
KVK Bandipora-1. Discussions 
focused on identifying suitable 
technologies and enterprise 
models that can be replicated 
by FPO members in Ganderbal 
for enhancing productivity, 
reducing production 
constraints, improving value 
addition and strengthening.
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SRINAGAR, AUGUST 14: As part of the 

celebrations marking the 80th Independence 
Day, a Divisional-Level Competitio-cum-
Valedictory Fuctio was orgaised today at 
Govermet College of Educatio (GCoE), M.A. 
Road, Sriagar, brigig together taleted studets 
ad participats from Schools, Colleges from 
across Kashmir Divisio.

Deputy Commissioer (DC) Sriagar, 
Akshay Labroo, presided over the valedictory 
fuctio as the Chief Guest.

While Nodal Pricipal Colleges Kashmir 
Divisio, Prof. (Dr.) Seema Naz, Additioal 
Deputy Commissioer Sriagar Aadil Fareed, 
IAS Probatioer, Alfred Thomas, Pricipals 
of various City Colleges ad large umber of 
studets, participats from differet parts of 
the Kashmir Divisio ad faculty members 
of GCOE atteded the evet.

Addressig the gatherig, the DC 
cogratulated all the participats for their 
ethusiastic participatio ad commeded the 
orgaisers, istitutios for creatig a meaigful 
platform to urture ad showcase youg talet 
ad creativity with the spirit of patriotism.

The DC urged the studets to utilise 
their skills, kowledge ad creativity for the 
greater good of society, emphasisig that 
the youth have a vital role to play i atio-
buildig. He ecouraged them to pursue 
excellece i their respective fields while 
remaiig committed to social resposibility, 
disciplie ad the spirit of patriotism.

The DC further called upo the studets 
to use their talet as a meas of givig back to 
society ad cotributig positively to the atio. 
He stressed that true patriotism is reflected 
ot oly i words but also through resposible 
citizeship, dedicatio to oe’s duties ad 
costructive cotributio towards the progress 
of the coutry.Earlier, Prof. (Dr.) Seema Naz,  
uderlied the sigificace of orgaizig such evets 
i the ru-up to the Idepedece Day celebratios.

Later, wiers i various categories were 
felicitated with prizes ad certificates i 
recogitio of their talet, dedicatio ad 
participatio.

The evet also featured cultural 
presetatios ad a reaffirmatio of the collective 
commitmet towards the atio’s progress, 
uity ad developmet.

DC Srinagar presides over Valedictory Ceremony of Inter-
College Patriotic Singing and Painting Competition at GCoE

Urges Students to utilise their skills  for greater good of society  while fostering strong spirit of patriotism

Technology Demonstration 
and Awareness Programmes Held in 

Anantnag under MRMA 2.0 

Cultural Unit Srinagar 
organises Patriotic 
Programmes at GMS Soura, 
Police Public School Bemina

�� HT  News Network

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 14: Cotiuig the series of programmes 
beig orgaised i coectio with Idepedece Day Celebratios, 
2026, the Cultural Uit Sriagar of the Iformatio Departmet 
orgaised vibrat patriotic programmes at GMS Soura, Sriagar, 
ad Police Public School Bemia.

The programmes comprised Paitig, Speech, Quiz ad 
Sigig activities, witessig ethusiastic participatio of studets 
who displayed their creativity, talet ad deep sese of patriotism.

The programmes aimed at iculcatig patriotic fervour 
amog studets ad sesitisig them towards the ideals of freedom, 
uity, sacrifice, atioal itegrity ad resposible citizeship.

NSD TIE Centre Srinagar Organizes ‘Watan Ke Rang, Kashmir Ke Sang’ 
Patriotic Cultural Programme Highlights the Spirit of Patriotism 

Through Music, Theatre and Diverse Cultural Presentations

HT  News Network

Anantnag, August 14, 2026: As 
part of Mera Resham Mera Abhiyan 
(MRMA 2.0), aimed at promoting 
scientific and modern sericulture 
practices among farmers, a technology 
demonstration was conducted at 
Bamdura, Kokernag, on August 12, 
2026, while an awareness programme 
on disinfection and hygiene 
technologies was held at P1 Seed 
Station, Achabal, on August 11, 2026. 
The technology demonstration at 
Bamdura, Kokernag, was conducted 
by Dr. Jarpala Monica, Scientist-B, 
CSB-CSR&TI Pampore; Dr. Aftab 
Shabnam, Scientist-D, CSB-CSR&TI 
Pampore; Feroz Ahmad Matoo, District 
Sericulture Officer, Anantnag; Rais-
ul-Islam, Sericulture Assistant, 
Kokernag Zone; and Farooq Ahmad 
Dar, STA, in collaboration with other 
departmental staff and farmers. 
The demonstration focused on the 
proper use and management of plastic 
collapsible mountages. Farmers were 
sensitised about the use of properly 
dried and locally available mounting 
materials to minimise moisture 
accumulation and ensure the 
production of quality, defect-free 
cocoons. Emphasis was also laid on 
maintaining an appropriate number 
of mature larvae and adequate spacing 
to facilitate proper spinning and 
uniform cocoon formation. The 
importance of proper disinfection 
practices before and after silkworm 
rearing was also highlighted. 
A practical demonstration on mulberry 
harvesting and pruning techniques 

was also conducted. The experts 
explained the appropriate timing of 
pruning and methods for managing 
frost-affected trees to ensure healthy 
growth, proper canopy formation 
and prevention of branch drying. 
The farmers also actively participated 
in the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign, 
reflecting the spirit of patriotism, 
unity and national pride. 
Meanwhile, an awareness programme 
on disinfection and hygiene 
technologies under MRMA 2.0 was 
held on August 11, 2026, at P1 Seed 
Station, Achabal, Anantnag. The 
programme was conducted by Dr. 
Jarpala Monica, Scientist-B, CSB-
CSR&TI Pampore; Ms. Ruby Jan, 
Sericulture Assistant, Achabal Zone, 
along with other departmental staff 
and concerned stakeholders. 
The programme highlighted the 
importance of maintaining cleanliness 
in silkworm rearing houses, proper 
disinfection, cleaning of equipment 
and beds, and scientific disposal of 
silkworm litter and waste to maintain 
healthy silkworms and minimise the 
spread of diseases.

Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day observed at GDC Shopian

�� HT  News Network

SHOPIAN, AUGUST 14: 
Government Degree College 
(GDC) Shopian observed 
Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day today to commemorate 
the countless lives affected and 
lost during the Partition of India 
in 1947 and to remember the 
immense suffering, 
displacement and hardships 
endured by millions of people.

The day was officially 
designated by the Government 
of India in 2021 with the 
objective of remembering the 
victims and acknowledging the 
devastating human 

consequences of Partition.
As part of the programme, 

a two-minute silence was 
observed by the participants 
in remembrance of those who 
lost their lives and those who 
suffered displacement, 
separation and immense 
hardships during Partition.

A documentary depicting 

the tragic incidents and human 
suffering associated with 
Partition was also screened, 
providing students with a 
deeper understanding of one 
of the most painful chapters 
in the history of the subcontinent.

A patriotic skit was 
presented by the NCC volunteers 
of GDC Shopian, highlighting 
the values of patriotism, unity, 
sacrifice and national 
integration.A moving Partition 
story was also narrated by Palik 
Rani, a student of NIPS, 
Zainapora, who presented an 
account of the incidents and 
hardships associated with 
Partition. 

GDC Basohli organizes 
cleanliness drive under Har 

Ghar Tiranga Campaign
�� HT  News Network

BASOHLI, AUGUST 14: Government 
Degree College (GDC) Basohli organised 
a cleanliness drive on the college campus 
as part of the Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign, 
promoting the twin messages of 
patriotism, civic responsibility and 
cleanliness.

The drive was held under the 
guidance of the Principal Prof. Raj Kiran 
Sharma. The event was organized by 
Dr. Roshan Lal (NSS PO), Dr. Verinder 
Singh (NCC ANO) and Roshan Lal Sharma, 
College Director of Physical Education 
and Sports.

The Principal appreciated the active 

participation of the teaching, non-
teaching staff and students of the college. 
The participants cleaned various areas 
of the campus and surrounding premises, 
collected waste and spread awareness 
about maintaining a clean and healthy 
environment. The drive also witnessed 
the presence of Dr. Surya Pratap Singh, 
Prof. Rajesh Kumar and Prof. Vishal 
Sharma.

�� HT  News Network

Srinagar, August 14, 2026: The 
National School of Drama (NSD), 
Theatre-in-Education (TIE) Centre, 
Srinagar, an autonomous institution 
under the Ministry of Culture, 
Government of India, in collaboration 
with the Jammu & Kashmir Academy 
of Art, Culture & Languages, organized 
a special patriotic cultural programme 
titled “Watan Ke Rang, Kashmir Ke 
Sang” on the eve of India’s 80th 
Independence Day.

The special programme was held 
at the NSD TIE Centre, Cultural 
Academy Campus, Lal Mandi, Srinagar, 
and witnessed enthusiastic 
participation by first-year students 
of the National School of Drama from 
different states of the country. Local 
Kashmiri artists also participated 
and showcased the rich artistic and 
cultural traditions of Jammu & 
Kashmir.

Through theatre, music and a 
variety of cultural presentations, the 
programme highlighted the values 
of unity, diversity and patriotism. 
The performances beautifully blended 
the creative talents of NSD students 
with the rich cultural heritage of 
Kashmir, creating a vibrant 
presentation that was appreciated 
by the audience.

On the occasion, NSD Dean 
(Academics) Shantanu Bose, Centre 
In-charge and Associate Professor 
Aruna Kumar Malik, and Associate 

Professor Ramji Bali addressed a press 
conference. They highlighted the 
theme of the programme, NSD’s vision 
of promoting cultural harmony, and 
the importance of engaging young 
people in creative and cultural 
activities through theatre in Jammu 
& Kashmir.

The programme brought together 
students, artists, distinguished guests 
and members of the media, providing 
a meaningful platform for cultural 
exchange and artistic expression. 
At the conclusion of the event.

HT -Art-Culture

J&K Radio,Television Artists 
Association Congratulates Makhan 

Lal Saraf on National Award 
�� HT  News Network

Srinagar/August:14 The J&K Radio, 
Television Artists, Producers and 
Directors Association "APADA"has 
extended its heartfelt congratulations 
to veteran multi-talented artist, actor, 
writer, producer, director and theatre 
personality Makhan Lal Saraf on being 
conferred the prestigious National 
Award of the Sangeet Natak Akademi 
for his outstanding contribution to 
the field of performing arts. 
In his felicitation message, Association 
President Sheikh Tariq Javed said that 
the conferment of the prestigious 
national Award on Makhan Lal Saraf 
by President of India  Mrs,Droupadi 
Murmu was a matter of immense pride 
not only for the veteran artist but for 
the entire artistic fraternity, particularly 
the artists of J&K.He said that Saraf 
has made remarkable contributions 
to the fields of acting, writing, 
production, direction, playwriting and 
theatre during his long and illustrious 
artistic career. As an accomplished 
stage performer and an exceptional 
comedian, he carved out a distinct 
identity for himself and won the hearts 
of millions of viewers and audiences 
through his versatile talent.Sheikh 
Tariq Javed said that Makhan Lal Saraf 
represents a rare blend of versatility 
and dedication, having remained 
associated with different facets of the 
performing arts for several decades. 
Through his sustained contribution 

to theatre and other artistic mediums  
he has also inspired and encouraged 
successive generations of artists.The 
Association said that the national 
honour conferred upon Saraf is a fitting 
recognition of his exceptional artistic 
talent, decades-long dedication to the 
arts and invaluable contribution to 
the cultural and performing arts 
landscape of J&K.His multifaceted 
personality and contribution to various 
fields of art it said  would continue to 
serve as an inspiration for young and 
aspiring artists.We are extremely happy 
and proud to see Makhan Lal Saraf 
honoured with this prestigious national 
award. It is not merely a personal 
achievement for him but an honour 
for the entire artistic fraternity, 
particularly the artists of J&K Sheikh 
Tariq Javed said.The Association 
conveyed its best wishes to Makhan 
Lal Saraf and prayed for his good health, 
long life and continued contribution 
to the fields of art and culture in the 
years ahead.

Parents praise arrangements as NIT Srinagar UG admissions continue
Institute had placed comprehensive arrangements to ensure smooth admission process: Dean AA

�� HT  News Network

Srinagar, Aug 14: For many 
parents, accompanying their 
children to the Natioal Istitute of 
Techology (NIT) Sriagar for 
udergraduate admissios was a 
occasio marked by pride, aticipatio 
ad a sese of achievemet, as their 
wards embarked o a ew phase of 
academic life.

O the secod day of udergraduate 
admissios at the Istitute o Friday, 
parets accompayig studets seekig 
admissio to various programmes 
appreciated the arragemets, 
describig the process as orderly, 
efficiet ad coveiet.

For families who had travelled 
from differet parts of the coutry, 
the admissio day also brought relief 
after moths of preparatio ad 
ucertaity. Parets said clear guidace 

from staff ad the availability of 
essetial services o campus helped 
them complete the formalities 
without much difficulty.

Rajesh Kumar, a paret from 
Pujab, said seeig his so secure 
admissio to NIT Sriagar was a proud 
momet for the family.

“We had bee waitig for this day 
for a log time. There was aturally 
some ervousess whe we arrived, 
but the way the staff guided us 
made everythig much easier. From 
documet verificatio to the fial 
formalities, everyoe was very 
cooperative,” he said.

Ram Prasad Meea, a paret from 
Rajastha whose so secured admissio 
to Mechaical Egieerig, said the 
arragemets had made the trasitio 
easier for both studets ad families.

“For us, this is a very importat 
momet. Our so is begiig a ew chapter 

of his life, ad as parets we wated 
everythig to go smoothly. The staff 
guided us properly, while havig 
differet facilities available at oe 
place made the process much easier,” 
he said.

Shradda Kumari from Pata, 
Bihar, whose ward was admitted 
to the Istitute, said her family was 
impressed by the way the rush of 
studets ad parets was maaged.

“We were expectig a log ad tirig 
process, but thigs moved smoothly. 
The staff was patiet ad cooperative. 
It was reassurig to see that the 
Istitute had made arragemets to 
assist parets at every stage,” she 
said.

Shradda said parets ofte carry 
cocers whe their childre leave home 
for higher educatio, addig that the 
arragemets at the campus helped 
ease some of those apprehesios.

“As parets, we always worry 
whe our childre take such a big 
step. Seeig the arragemets here ad 
the way officials are helpig studets 
gives us cofidece,” she said.

She added that the atmosphere 

o campus was ecouragig, with 
studets appearig excited about 
begiig their jourey at oe of the 
coutry’s premier techical istitutios.

Dea Academic Affairs, Prof. B.A. 
Mir, said the admissio process was 

progressig smoothly, with teams 
workig cotiuously to facilitate 
studets ad their parets.

“Today, we have completed the 
admissio process for aroud 80 
cadidates, takig the overall umber 
of admissios to 169 so far. The 
respose has bee ecouragig, ad our 
teams are workig to esure that every 
studet ad paret gets proper assistace 
throughout the process,” Prof. Mir 
said.

He said the Istitute had 
streamlied the admissio procedure 
by brigig differet facilities ad services 
together at the campus, allowig 
studets to complete their formalities 
i a coordiated maer.

“Our teams are workig tirelessly 
from 8:30 AM to 6:30 PM to esure 
a hassle-free experiece for studets 
ad parets. We have tried to make 
the process as coveiet as possible, 

with the required facilities available 
uder oe roof,” he said.

Seior officials are moitorig the 
arragemets ad speakig with studets, 
parets, ad staff to esure coordiatio 
across teams durig the ogoig 
admissio process. “We were expectig 
a log ad tirig process, but thigs 
moved smoothly. The staff was 
patiet ad cooperative. It was 
reassurig to see that the Istitute 
had made arragemets to assist 
parets at every stage,” she said.

Shradda said parets ofte carry 
cocers whe their childre leave home 
for higher educatio, addig that the 
arragemets at the campus helped 
ease some of those apprehesios.

“As parets, we always worry 
whe our childre take such a big 
step. Seeig the arragemets here ad 
the way officials are helpig studets 
gives us cofidece,” she said.
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From Books to Reels: 
Changing Priorities of the Young

Dr. Vijay Garg

E
very generation grows up 
with its own symbols of 
aspiration. For one 
generation, a good 
education, a degree, a stable 

career and social respect represented 
success. For another, professional 
achievement and financial independence 
became the primary goals. Today, a 
new generation is growing up in a world 
where visibility, followers, likes, views 
and viral content have become powerful 
measures of popularity.

The journey from books to reels is 
not merely a technological change. It 
reflects a deeper transformation in the 
way young people consume information, 
define success, spend their time and seek 
recognition.

Books once demanded patience. Reels 
demand seconds.

Books encouraged concentration. 
Reels often reward instant attention.

Books offered depth. Reels often offer 
speed.

The question is not whether reels are 
good or bad. The real question is whether 
the growing dominance of short-form 
digital content is changing the priorities 
of young people—and whether education, 
reading and long-term goals are losing 
their place in this rapidly changing 
environment.

From reading to scrolling
For generations, books were among 

the most important sources of knowledge 
and imagination. Students read textbooks, 

newspapers, magazines, novels, biographies 
and reference books. Reading required 
time and concentration. A reader had to 
stay with an idea long enough to understand 
it.

Today, a young person can move from 
one piece of content to another with a 
simple swipe. A few seconds may bring 
a comedy clip, a dance video, a motivational 

message, a news item, a product 
advertisement or an educational 
explanation.

This convenience has transformed 
the information environment.

The problem begins when scrolling 
replaces sustained reading.

A short video may explain a concept 
quickly, but education is not always about 
receiving information. It is about developing 
the ability to question, connect ideas, 
analyse evidence and think independently. 
These abilities require patience.

If young minds become accustomed 
only to rapidly changing images and short 

messages, long-form reading may begin 
to feel difficult or boring. That can have 
consequences for education, attention 
and intellectual development.

The attraction of instant recognition
One reason reels are so powerful is 

that they can provide immediate feedback.
A student who spends months 

preparing for an examination may receive 

recognition only after achieving a result. 
A creator, however, may upload a short 
video and receive thousands of views 
within hours.

Likes, comments, shares and followers 
provide visible signals of attention.

This can create a new definition of 
success: being seen rather than being 
accomplished.

There is nothing wrong with wanting 
appreciation. Young people naturally seek 
recognition. The concern arises when 
online popularity becomes more important 
than developing knowledge, skills and 
character.

A viral video can disappear from public 
attention within days. A good education 
can influence a person's entire life.

Young people need to understand the 
difference between temporary visibility 
and lasting achievement.

When popularity becomes a goal
Social media has created opportunities 

that earlier generations could not have 
imagined. A talented young person can 
display music, art, writing, photography, 
science experiments, entrepreneurship 
or public speaking to a global audience.

This is an important positive 
development.

The problem is not creativity. The 
problem is when creativity becomes 
controlled entirely by the desire for views.

A young person may begin asking:
“Will this get likes?”
“Will this go viral?”
“What will attract more followers?”
These questions can gradually replace 

more meaningful ones:
“What can I learn?”
“What can I create?”
“How can I improve?”
“What problem can I solve?”
When external validation becomes 

the main source of motivation, learning 
itself can lose its value.The changing value 
of a degree

For a long time, a degree was considered 
one of the strongest indicators of 
educational achievement and professional 
preparation. 
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Sahil Manzoor 

Education never means getting employment, 
handsome salaries, and all that comes with 
a job. Education simply means gaining control 
over everything within ourselves our anger, 

arrogance, dishonesty, jealousy, and other weaknesses. 
True education develops our character and teaches us 
how to deal with life.

How beautiful it is whenever I see educated people 
engaging in different livelihood activities. We know that 
in our country, almost everyone wants a government job. 
Yet, those who get into government service often start 
complaining: “What is so special about a government 
job?” I have a friend whose earnings are many times 
higher than mine. I also have a neighbour who earns in 
a few days what some people earn in an entire month.

My perspective regarding employment is quite clear. 
People who have zeal, enthusiasm, and a thirst to do 
something in any field rarely complain about what they 
have achieved or what they have lost. Different people 
have different stories when it comes to their choices of 
employment.

ome people may not be highly qualified, yet they have 
positive smiles on their faces and live their lives happily. 
On the other hand, some highly qualified people, such 
as engineers, teachers, doctors, and lecturers, complain 
that their earnings are insufficient, that they cannot 
afford a luxurious lifestyle, or that they cannot live like 
princes.How Can We Be Happy?

For me, earnings are not everything. I believe in 
satisfaction. The person who is satisfied with his or her 
qualifications, profession, and earnings is a successful 
person. No one can defeat such a person's dreams or easily 
make them unhappy.

Actually, it is our own mindset that often creates 
problems. We keep looking at what others are doing 
without knowing their background. Different people 
have different strengths and different financial 
circumstances, so it is not possible for everyone to sail in 
the same boat.

Some people can make something great from very 
small things, while others have bigger opportunities 
because of their family background, financial status, 
education, or other advantages. Yet, they sometimes fail 
to make good use of those opportunities. This raises an 
important question: why do some people have great 
opportunities but fail to use them to achieve their life 
goals?Today, this thought came into my mind, and I decided 
to write about it.

Literally, I have been enjoying delicious masala (a 
mixture of gram) and lawasa tandoori chapatti for the 
last couple of decades, along with chutneys of different 

varieties, such as coriander, chilli powder, green chilli, 
curd, and pieces of salad.

One of the sellers from Parneva, Khansahib, Budgam, 
has been selling these items for a long time. I like his 
behaviour and the way he presents his masala and lawasa 
with delicious chutney. He keeps the chutney in copper 
utensils, which adds to the traditional charm. What attracts 
me most is his behaviour. Even when members of the 
community call him “Sir,” he remains humble and gentle.

Today, I see similar food items being sold outside 
colleges, schools, sports stadiums, and other busy places. 
Such efforts by our educated youth to earn a livelihood 
should be appreciated. The government should support 
them by providing financial assistance and suitable 
permanent spaces so that they can earn with dignity and 
with proper governmental support.

There are great minds in the government, and I hope 
such initiatives for employment and self-reliance among 
our youth will be appreciated and supported.

How Can We Generate Employment with Little Financial 
Support?We can start a business from a footpath and 
gradually build it into a successful enterprise within a 
few years through honesty, hard work, and enthusiasm.

Anyone can become what he or she wants to become, 
but proper guidance and a great vision are necessary. 
Willingness plays a vital role and can uplift a person from 
any situation. There is no need to start a business with 
millions. When you start small, you remain calm because 
you have less fear of bankruptcy and fewer financial 
pressures.

Always try to learn from zero and then move higher. 
The higher you go, the calmer and wiser you should 
become.

Sahil Manzoor Bhatti
sahilmanzoor9419@gmail.com

A Cleaner Srinagar, 
Without Killing Its 
Street-Food Soul

Srinagar’s move to establish designated street food zones 
is a timely and potentially transformative step towards bring-
ing greater order to the city’s rapidly evolving public spaces. 
The initiative by the Srinagar Municipal Corporation (SMC) 
deserves appreciation not simply as a regulatory exercise, but 
as an attempt to reconcile three legitimate interests—the 
livelihood of street vendors, the right of citizens to clean and 
accessible public spaces, and the city’s responsibility towards 
food safety and urban hygiene. Street food is an integral part 
of Srinagar’s social and economic landscape. For many vendors, 
it is a modest but vital source of income; for residents and 
tourists, it provides affordable and distinctive food experi-
ences. Any policy concerning this sector must therefore begin 
with recognition rather than exclusion. Regulation should 
bring dignity and predictability to vending, not push vendors 
from one location to another in search of customers. The 
proposed designated zones, including areas around Dalgate, 
Badamwari, Rajbagh, Magarmal Bagh and JVC Bemina, offer 
an opportunity to create precisely such an organised environ-
ment. Properly planned food zones can reduce roadside con-
gestion, protect pedestrian movement, improve waste man-
agement and make enforcement of food-safety standards 
considerably more practical. But the real test lies in imple-
mentation. A policy can be progressive on paper and coun-
terproductive on the ground if allotments are opaque, enforce-
ment is selective or designated spaces lack basic infrastructure. 
The SMC must therefore ensure that allocation of vending 
spaces is transparent, competitive where necessary and based 
on clearly defined criteria. Carrying capacities should be sci-
entifically determined and strictly adhered to. Food safety 
must also remain central to the initiative. Clean water, hy-
gienic preparation, waste segregation, wastewater disposal 
and fire-safety measures cannot be treated as optional require-
ments. Yet compliance should be accompanied by facilitation. 
Many small vendors may lack the resources or technical un-
derstanding needed to immediately meet elaborate standards. 
Training, awareness programmes and reasonable transition 
mechanisms would make regulation more effective and less 
punitive. There is another important dimension: Srinagar must 
not lose the character that makes its street-food culture dis-
tinctive. Excessive standardisation should not turn every food 
cart into an indistinguishable commercial unit. Cleanliness 
and safety can coexist with local identity, traditional recipes 
and the informal charm that attracts both residents and visi-
tors. The Corporation should also establish an effective griev-
ance-redressal mechanism and maintain regular dialogue 
with vendor associations. Such participation can prevent 
misunderstandings and ensure that the policy evolves in re-
sponse to practical realities. Srinagar is witnessing growing 
pedestrian movement, increasing vehicular pressure and a 
steady rise in tourism. Its public spaces consequently require 
better management than ever before. But urban management 
cannot mean eviction as the first response to every problem. 
A modern city is one that creates space for livelihoods while 
protecting the common good. The designated street food 
zones can become a model of inclusive urban governance if 
they are implemented with transparency, adequate infrastruc-
ture and sensitivity towards vendors. The objective should 
not be to remove street food from Srinagar’s streets, but to 
give it a cleaner, safer and more dignified place within the city. 
Srinagar does not need to choose between cleanliness and 
livelihoods. With thoughtful planning and honest implemen-
tation, it can have both.
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Different People, 
Different Stories

India at 80: The Spirit of Freedom Lives On

SAYED MOBASHAR ALI 

"India, that is Bharat, shall be a Union of States." These 
words are not just the opening line of our Constitution, they 
express the identity of our nation. India is a land where 
countless cultures, traditions, languages, and beliefs have 
lived together for centuries. On 15 August 2026, as we celebrate 
the 80th Independence Day, we remember the sacrifices of 
millions of brave men and women who gave us the priceless 
gift of freedom.

Independence is more than the end of foreign rule. It is 
the freedom to think, to speak, to dream, and to live with 
dignity. A truly independent nation is one where people are 
free not only in body but also in mind. The freedom to express 
ideas, ask questions, and think differently is the true strength 
of a democracy.

The beauty of India is reflected in both its people and its 
landscape. The snow-covered Himalayas, green valleys, flowing 

rivers, peaceful lakes, majestic waterfalls, deserts, forests, 
and long coastlines make our country one of the most beautiful 
in the world. Kashmir, often called Paradise on Earth, reminds 
us of nature's finest creation. Every region has its own story, 
its own language, and its own traditions, yet together they 
form one India.

Our diversity is our greatest strength. Different religions, 
festivals, customs, and cultures do not divide us, they complete 
us.

 Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru rightly described India as a 
living example of "Unity in Diversity." 

The spirit of Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb teaches us that 
mutual respect, love, and harmony are the foundations of 
our society. Every faith gives the message of peace, compassion, 
and humanity.

The Constitution of India reflects these values by promoting 
justice, liberty, equality, fraternity, integrity, and the dignity 
of every individual. These are not just words written on paper; 
they are values that should guide our daily lives. They remind 
us that every citizen has both rights and responsibilities.

One unique quality of Indians is the courage to question 
and debate. Nobel Prize-winning economist Amartya Sen, 
in his book The Argumentative Indian, beautifully explains 

that discussion and reasoning have always been part of India's 
civilization. Constructive criticism is not against the nation, 
it strengthens democracy. A country grows when its citizens 
participate, question, and work together to solve problems.

As we celebrate eighty years of independence, let us 
remember that the responsibility of protecting India now 
rests with us. Our duty is not only to honour the sacrifices of 
our freedom fighters but also to preserve the values they 
fought for. Let us keep alive our culture, our constitutional 
ideals, our unity, and our spirit of brotherhood. Let us build 
an India where every citizen is respected, every voice is heard, 
and every dream has the freedom to grow.

Let freedom live in every thought, let every dream take 
flight,

For truth and hope together keep our nation's future 
bright.

Jai Hind! Happy 80th Independence Day!

Bio: I am Sayed Mobashar Ali ,from jammu and 
kashmir , I have done my graduation in Psychology 

hons from jamia Millia islamia new delhi . I am 
interested in media ,Psychology ,democracy and 
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A Critical Review of Gahri Chot, an Afsancha 
Collection by Khalid Bashir Tilgami

		  Wani Arfat

In Urdu literature, micro-fiction (afsancha) writing 
is a delicate yet profoundly meaningful genre that 
demands immediate attention, deep awareness, and 
a sensitive heart from its reader. To encapsulate the 
complex experiences of life, social realities, and the 
layered states of human psychology within a handful 
of words is no easy task. Yet it is precisely this quality 
that elevates the afsancha from mere brief prose to 
a complete intellectual and emotional experience. 
Within the literary tradition of the Kashmir Valley, 
afsancha writing represents a continuation of this 
creative discipline, where the art of saying more with 
fewer words is considered an essential condition. In 
this very tradition, the name of Khalid Bashir Tilgami 
emerges as a serious and credible reference.

Hailing from the town of Pattan Tilgam in the 
Baramulla district, Khalid Bashir Tilgami’s vision is 
not limited to the surface level. Rather, he delves into 
the inner depths of society, capturing human emotions, 
silent sufferings, and moral contradictions in the 
concise yet richly expressive form of the afsancha. 
Pain in his art does not shout; rather, it manifests 
itself in the form of silence. This silence, in turn, 
generates a long-lasting echo in the heart of the reader.

Khalid Bashir Tilgami’s afsancha collection Gahri 
Chot is more than just an afsancha collection. It is an 
internal experience, an intellectual journey, and a 
literary experience that delves deep into the depths 
of emotions and consciousness. The title itself clearly 
indicates the semantic richness of the collection. It 
represents a wound that is not visible to the naked 
eye but wounds the inner self, moving from the domain 
of emotion, conscience, and thought for a long time. 
The afsanche in this collection do not depend on noise, 
slogans, or emotional outbursts. Rather, they silently 
penetrate the reader’s mind, and it is this silence that 
becomes their biggest strength.Published in 2025, 
Gahri Chot has 112 pages and has been published by 
GNK Publications, Budgam, Jammu and Kashmir. The 
eighty three afsanche in this volume give a holistic 
and significant glimpse into the divided human society 
of the modern era. In the choice of themes, Khalid 
Bashir Tilgami does not restrict himself to a particular 
area. Sometimes, with the setting of the Dal Lake, the 
inner sadness of Kashmir and its aesthetic aspect 
come together. Sometimes, themes like debt, daughters, 
the mother tongue, and the concepts of lawful and 
unlawful hit hard at the bitter realities of life.One of 
the most remarkable aspects of these afsanche is the 
lack of sermonizing and rhetorical statements. What 
is left behind is a composed, questioning, and thought-
provoking style of writing. Khalid Bashir’s writing is 
plain, transparent, and unpretentious. Instead of 
entrapping the reader in a whirlpool of words, he 

leaves behind a question in a few sentences, which 
chases the reader’s mind long after the reading is 
over. In his afsanche, pain does not shout loudly; it 
speaks in a whisper, and that whisper turns into an 
echo that resonates in the reader’s heart. In this manner, 
the reader does not remain a passive consumer of the 
text but is brought into a dialogue with his own self.

As said by the renowned critic Dr. Azeem Rahi, 
Gahri Chot is an “impact compact” book in which social 
truths are depicted with remarkable depth and finesse 
using a minimal number of words. Dr. Reyaz Tawheedi 
calls it the “effort of a serious afsancha writer,” in which 
brevity, technical expertise, and diversity of themes 
meet with a deep resonance of social, psychological, 
political, and economic issues.

Discussing the artwork of Khalid Bashir, renowned 
short story writer Noor Shah says: “These afsanche 
touch the wounds that are embedded in the inner self 
of the reader, the wounds that may not be visible but 
are bleeding the human existence.” This way, they become 
a good representation of the wounds inflicted on the 
human soul. The design and presentation of the book 
also add to its impact. The emotional dedication at the 
start of the book, which the author has written in memory 
of his late brother in law Ghulam Hamza, immediately 
puts the reader in a personal and pain-conscious 
environment. The introductory pieces that follow help 
to understand the intellectual and artistic background 
of the author. Therefore, the book makes a lasting impact 
not only on the intellectual front but also emerges as a 
sophisticated literary endeavor on the visual front.
Khalid Bashir Tilgami’s literary journey started with 
his first afsancha publication named Dukhti Rag in 2021, 
which got recognition at both national and international 
levels. Gahri Chot is the next step in his literary journey, 
which is mature and serious. Instead of feeling complete, 

the author feels that he should be involved in a learning 
process. The creation of literary forums like Gulshan e 
Afsancha is a reflection of this intellectual seriousness 
and his commitment to the genre.

Each afsancha in Gahri Chot is a different question, 
a different wound, and a different mirror. To grasp 
the semantic richness of these afsanche, their thematic 
and intellectual pointers are compiled below in a 
condensed form, where each heading holds in itself 
a complete social or moral anguish. Sabab, Qarz, 
Taassub, Dal Jheel, Betiyaan, Thappar, I Am Busy, Adda, 
Qarz-e-Hasna, Neki, Daaie, Autograph, Shash-o-Panj, 
Allah Akbar, Sookha Poda, Maa, Faasla, La-Jawab, 
Tadark, Pehla Roza, Desh Bhakt, Zaiqa, Zehar, Ghareeb 
Ki Awaaz, Chhutti, Fitrat, Nuskha, Confusion, Haqdaar, 
Surprise, Aks, Sataish, Munh Kala, Fasal, Commission, 
Gunjaish, Halal, Nazar, Manfi Soch, Bara Aadmi, Madri 
Zaban, Aaina, Pasand, Ajr, Khoon-e-Jigar, Shukarguzar, 
Bechara, Machine, Tazaad-e-Fikri, Dream Eleven, 
Gumaan, Sirat-e-Mustaqeem, Talash, Bharat, Numaish, 
Deewar, Pewand, Ilaj, Amma… Amma, Tareekh, Lift, 
Asli Ghar, Kashmakash, Majboor, Pagal, Santa Claus, 
Mumta, Dars, Virus, Chamatkar, Duayein, Nazrana, 
Haddein, Niyat, Dukh Dard, Nafa-Nuqsan, Karishma, 
Parhezgar, Aaina, Sohbat, Laat, Badlao, and Gahri 
Chot.

(Mohammad Arfat Wani is a writer, social 
activist, and nursing student from Kuchmulla, 

Tral. He is also a B.Sc. Nursing student at 
Ramzaan College of Nursing & Paramedical 

Sciences, Galander Pampore. He writes on social 
issues, culture, and public 

concerns with the aim of raising awareness 
and inspiring positive change.

Email: wania6817@gmail.com)

A soldier too has a heart!
Win and hear Voice of the Locals

By M S Nazki

Someone told me 32 years back with 
words such as, ‘Aap Joh Soch Rahe Hain 
Whoh Hoga Nahin, Par Ho Sakta Hai 
Hoh Bhi Jaye, Waqt Ka Kya Kehna!’ I 

knew Zareena had been blanked out! My only 
answer was ‘Joh Mein Kehta Hun Who Hone Wala 
Hota Hai’

-And it is happening and its all due to the Indian 
Army!

-Zareena keeps meeting me, she has three 
kids and the husband runs an eatery!

-Once or twice in two months I always visit 
the eatery!

- She did mention that you walked into my 
brain and also the heart! But thereafter thousands 
taught us the same thing! Never be blank or black!.........

-A story of Army Goodwill school in Poonch:
- The morning sun had just started to light up 

the rugged peaks of Poonch when Tariq and Naseem 
walked through the gates of the Army Goodwill 
School.

-For years, the couple had lived in a remote 
border village in Jammu and Kashmir, where 
opportunities were as scarce as the rugged mountain 
terrain was harsh.

-Tariq worked as a daily-wage laborer, earning 
just enough to keep food on the table.

-Naseem took care of their modest home and 
dreamed of a better future for their two children, 
Sajid and Zoya.

-In a region long shadowed by conflict and 
geographical isolation, those dreams often felt out 
of reach.

-High-quality education was expensive, and 
specialized healthcare required long, gruelling 
journeys to distant cities.

-Their lives began to change the day Tariq 
attended a community meeting organized by the 
Indian Army under Operation Sadbhavana (Operation 
Goodwill).

-Launched to improve rural infrastructure 
and foster community development, the initiative 
was exactly what Tariq’s family needed.

-The first major turning point came for their 
children. 

Through Operation Sadbhavana, both Sajid 
and Zoya were granted admission and scholarships 

to the local Army Goodwill School.
-Instead of walking miles to an understaffed 

facility, they received modern education, access 
to computer labs, and balanced mid-day meals.

-Naseem watched her children transform from 
timid village kids into confident students who 
spoke of becoming doctors and engineers.

-The benefits soon extended to the couple's 
daily health and livelihood. Naseem had suffered 
from chronic joint pain for years, but specialized 
medical care was a luxury they could not afford.

-When the Army organized a free Medical 
and Veterinary Camp in their block, Tariq accompanied 
her.

-Not only did Naseem receive a thorough check-
up and free medications from specialist doctors, 
but Tariq also received modern veterinary advice 
and supplements for their small herd of goats, 
ensuring their primary source of secondary income 
remained secure.

-Furthermore, Naseem joined a local Women’s 
Empowerment Center established under the same 
initiative. There, she learned advanced cutting, 
tailoring, and embroidery skills.

-Within months, the center helped her set up 
a small cooperative with other women in the village. 
For the first time in her life, Naseem was earning 
an independent income, stitching uniforms for 
local school children.

-One evening, sitting on their veranda watching 
Sajid read his textbooks aloud to Zoya, Tariq turned 
to Naseem. The heavy burden of uncertainty that 
had weighed on them for a decade had finally lifted.

-Operation Sadbhavana hadn't just provided 
them with free services; it had given them the 
tools, the health, and the education to build a self-
reliant life.

-In the heart of Poonch, a couple that once felt 
forgotten by progress was now firmly on the path 
to a brighter, peaceful future.

-What else the couple wanted! 7 Jat Regiment 
was always there!

-The future had arrived for them!
- These are the lines which we got to write this 

story! 7 Jat Regiment Under 10 inf KG bridge! One 
eye is other side of Loc Second is Behind the fence! 
I thought that they had changed their motto!

-Nope! They have not!
-A soldier too has a heart!
Win and hear Voice of the Locals
-The Officer of Jawan of 7 Jat Regiment is friendly 

with the Locals people! 
- Locals have appreciated the Indian army 7 

Jat Regiment!

When Daughter Becomes Daughter-in-Law

By: YOUSUF MIR
 

(This short story reflects the feeling 
that daughters may become 
daughters-in-law, but their 
relationship with their parental home 
never truly ends. Through life’s ups 
and downs, a strong parental home 
can remain a source of support, 
confidence, and a sense of security.)

It was the month of April. This year, April had five 
Sundays and two public holidays. The first week itself 
brought three consecutive holidays, and the employees 
were already making different plans for how to spend their 
time off.

Sahil and Gauhar worked in the same district. Years of 
working together had gradually turned their professional 
relationship into a close friendship. During a conversation 
at the office, they decided to spend the following Sunday 
together.

The next Sunday morning, Sahil arrived at Gauhar’s 
home. Gauhar had already told his wife, Ghazala, that his 
friend was coming, so tea and some light refreshments had 
been arranged in advance.

Their conversation began with ordinary matters, the 
home, and the garden. Ruhi could sometimes be seen 
playing in the courtyard and at other times sitting close to 
her mother.

During the conversation, Ghazala looked at Ruhi and 
said:

“This house belongs to Ruhi too.”
Sahil smiled and asked:
“Already? Ruhi is only ten years old.”
Ghazala replied confidently:

“Yes, already. I do not want her to leave this house as a 
bride one day and then be made to feel that she no longer 
has any connection with it.”

She then shared an incident.
“One day, a man came to our house. He wanted to buy 

ten marlas of land for his second son. During the conversation, 
he said that a house had already been built for one son, and 
now he needed land for the other.”

“I asked him, ‘Don’t you have any daughters?’”
He smiled and replied:
“Daughters belong to another family.”
I did not like what he said. I told him:
“Daughters do not belong to another family. They simply 

take responsibility for a new home. Their relationship with 
their parents does not end.”

After a few moments of silence, Ghazala’s voice became 
softer.

“Perhaps my thinking is different because I have 
experienced a lot myself.”

Her eyes became moist.

“Before I got married, I believed that my parental home 
would always remain mine. But many things change with 
time. Once, I went to my parental home with my children 
for a few days. I took my clothes out of my bag and placed 
them in the cupboard. The next morning, I found that my 
clothes had been put back into the bag.”

“I asked my sister-in-law about it, and she said that 
Mother had asked her to put them back.”

“At that moment, I was not angry. I was simply deeply 
hurt. I sat quietly in my room for some time. My eyes filled 
with tears, but I did not say anything to anyone.”

“The next day, when I was leaving to return to my 
husband’s home, my mother came with me as far as the 
veranda to see me off. As she always did, she placed her 
hand on my head and said, ‘Daughter, stay happy and take 
care of your home.’”

“I looked at my mother. I wanted to say, ‘Mother, this 
is my home too.’ But the words stopped at my lips. I quietly 
walked out.”

“Throughout the journey, one thought kept going through 
my mind: the home I had come to believing it was still my 

parental home had perhaps become only my mother’s 
home.”

“After that, whenever I went to my parental home with 
my children, one or two days would pass comfortably, but 
I no longer felt like staying for long. A strange feeling had 
quietly settled inside me that perhaps it was not right for 
me to stay there for too long.”

Ghazala remained silent for a few moments.
“Perhaps that was the day I decided that if my daughter 

ever left her home to become a daughter-in-law in another 
family, she would still remain my daughter. I would never 
let her feel that after marriage, her parental home had 
become a place where she no longer belonged.”

After another brief silence, she asked Sahil:
“What is the practice in your home? Have you kept a 

separate room for your daughter?”
Sahil nodded.
“Yes. Our daughter has her own room. Whenever she 

comes, the room is kept open for her. She also has the keys 
to her cupboards, and no one interferes with her belongings.”

Then he smiled and added:
“Yes, the room does not remain locked all the time. We 

use it when necessary, but its status always remains that 
of my daughter’s room.”

Gauhar, who had been quietly listening to the conversation, 
spoke for the first time:

“Perhaps we men are often slow to understand that 
what a daughter needs is not just a place in the house, but 
the assurance that she still belongs there.”

Sahil looked at Gauhar and smiled quietly.
Ghazala looked at Ruhi and said softly:
“I am not giving my daughter the idea of property. I am 

giving her the certainty of belonging. I want her never to 
feel like a guest in her own home.”

She looked at Ruhi for a few moments. Ruhi, unaware 
of the depth of the conversation, was gathering her books.

There were tears in Ghazala’s eyes, but there was a 
strange peace in her voice.

“Daughters may become daughters-in-law, but their 
relationship with their parental home should never end.”

Sahil looked at Ghazala. Gauhar remained silent too. 
Ruhi, playing in the courtyard, probably had no idea what 
the conversation meant. But that day, a home was being 
protected for her, a home where, even after becoming a 
daughter-in-law one day, she would always remain her 
mother’s daughter.
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�� HT  News Network

JAMMU, AUGUST 14: Reaffirming 
its commitment to protecting the 
Suryaputri Tawi and promoting 
sustainable urban development, the 
Jammu Municipal Corporation (JMC) 
today launched two significant eco-
friendly initiatives at the Tawi 
Riverfront—dedicated immersion 
receptacles for religious offerings 
and a Net Zero Cooling Station 
powered entirely by solar energy.

The initiatives were inaugurated 
by JMC Commissioner Dr. Devansh 
Yadav in the presence of Mahants 
and religious heads, besides officers 
and representatives of the Jammu 
Municipal Corporation.

Dedicated Immersion Receptacles 
to Protect the Tawi

As part of its continued efforts 
to keep the Tawi River clean and 
preserve its religious and cultural 

sanctity, JMC has installed dedicated 
immersion receptacles at the Tawi 
Bridge.

The facility has been created to 
provide devotees with a convenient 
and responsible alternative for 
disposing of flowers, idols and other 
worship materials, thereby preventing 
such material from being thrown 
directly into the river.

The Suryaputri Tawi, revered as 
the “Daughter of the Sun,” holds 
immense religious and cultural 
significance for the people of Jammu. 
The initiative seeks to ensure that 
religious practices are carried out 
in an environmentally responsible 
manner, maintaining both the 
sanctity of traditions and the 
cleanliness of the river.

The presence and support of 
Mahants and religious heads on the 
occasion further highlighted the 
importance of collective participation 

in safeguarding the Tawi and 
encouraging citizens to adopt 
responsible waste-disposal practices.

Dr. Devansh Yadav appealed to 
devotees and citizens to make use 
of the designated immersion 

receptacles and avoid disposing of 
religious materials directly into the 
river. He emphasized that protecting 
the Tawi is a shared responsibility 
and requires active participation 
from the community.

Net Zero Cooling Station at Tawi 
Riverfront

In another innovative step 
towards creating a sustainable and 
visitor-friendly riverfront, JMC has 
developed a ‘Net Zero Cooling Station’ 

at the Tawi Riverfront.
The specially designed room 

provides a cool and comfortable 
space for visitors seeking relief from 
the intense summer heat. Significantly, 
the facility operates entirely on solar 
power, with its lighting and cooling 
systems powered by electricity 
generated through the installed solar 
setup.

The initiative demonstrates how 
renewable energy can be integrated 
into public facilities to provide 
essential visitor amenities while 
minimizing dependence on 
conventional sources of electricity.

Dr. Devansh Yadav inaugurated 
the Net Zero Cooling Station today 
and highlighted the importance of 
adopting innovative, energy-efficient 
and environmentally sustainable 
solutions in public spaces.

The facility is expected to provide 
particular relief to senior citizens, 

families, children and other visitors 
spending time at the Tawi Riverfront 
during the summer months.

Towards a Cleaner and Greener 
Jammu

The two initiatives reflect JMC’s 
broader vision of combining 
environmental conservation, public 
convenience and sustainable 
development. While the immersion 
receptacles aim to protect the 
ecological and religious sanctity of 
the Tawi, the solar-powered cooling 
station demonstrates JMC’s 
commitment to promoting renewable 
energy and climate-conscious 
infrastructure.

JMC has appealed to citizens and 
visitors to actively support such 
initiatives and contribute towards 
keeping the Tawi River and its 
surroundings clean, green and 
sustainable.

Tiranga Rally taken out in Jammu ahead of Independence Day

MP Jugal Kishore, Legislators join people to 
celebrate legacy of Vande Matram, National Flag

District admin Ramban launches 

Mega Plantation Drive under Har 

Ghar Tiranga Campaign

Mission Shakti Jammu, CRC 
celebrate Independence Day 

with patriotic fervour
�� HT  News Network

JAMMU, AUGUST 14: In a vibrant celebration of patriotism, 
unity and creativity, Mission Shakti, District Hub for 
Empowerment of Women Department of Social Welfare, in 
collaboration with Composite Regional Centre (CRC), organised 
a special Independence Day programme dedicated to nurturing 
the spirit of nationalism and inclusion among children.

The event witnessed enthusiastic participation from 
children, who expressed their love for the nation through a 
patriotic painting competition. With colours, creativity and 
imagination, the young participants beautifully portrayed 
the themes of freedom, national pride, unity and the Har 
Ghar Tiranga spirit, adding a colourful dimension to the 
celebrations.

The programme was graced by Director CRC Jammu Dr. 
Rohnika Sharma & District Mission Coordinator, Mission 
Shakti Jammu Shagun Manchanda. Others present were 
Administrative Officer CRC Naveen Gupta; Gender Specialist 
Mission Shakti Khushboo Kapthe; P&O Dr. Hasnian Khan 
and Rehabilitation Officer, CRC Rahul Singh.

The painting activity provided children with a meaningful 
platform to express their emotions towards the nation while 
showcasing their artistic talent. Their colourful creations 
reflected the message that every child has a voice, every 
talent deserves encouragement and every citizen has a role 
in building a stronger India.

The collaborative initiative by Mission Shakti Jammu 
and CRC Jammu reaffirmed their commitment towards 
creating inclusive spaces where children can participate, 
express themselves freely and celebrate national occasions 
with confidence and pride.

DC leads Mega Bike & E-Auto 
Rally in Kishtwar

JMC launches Eco-Friendly initiatives at Tawi Riverfront to promote cleanliness, sustainability

�� HT  News Network

JAMMU, AUGUST 14: The District 
Administration Jammu today organized 
a Tiranga Rally, reinforcing the message 
of Har Ghar Tiranga campaign and 
encouraging citizens to proudly display 
the National Flag at their homes and 
actively participate in the Independence 
Day celebrations.

The Rally started from Gulshan 
Ground and concluded at Shri Maharaja 
Hari Singh Ji Park, coming via Tawi Bridge.

The mega procession comprising 
hundreds of students and general public 
was graced by Member of Parliament 
(MP) Lok Sabha Jugal Kishore Sharma; 
MLA Bahu, Vikram Randhawa; MLA 
Nagrota, Devyani Rana; Divisional 
Commissioner Jammu, Ramesh Kumar; 
Inspector General of Police, Jammu Zone, 
Bhim Sen Tuti; DIG J-S-K Range; Deputy 
Commissioner Jammu; Commissioner, 
Jammu Municipal Corporation; SSPs, 
HODs, ADCs and other senior officers 
and officials from the Civil and Police 
Departments.

Carrying the Tricolour and raising 
patriotic slogans, the participants 
marched along the designated route, 
creating an atmosphere of national pride, 
unity and enthusiasm.

Speaking on the occasion, the 

Divisional Commissioner Ramesh Kumar 
said that the Tiranga Rally was organized 
to set the tone for spirited celebration 
of Independence Day, reinforce the 
message of Har Ghar Tiranga  campaign 
and venerate the 150 years of  National 
Song Vande Mataram. He said that the 
timeless spirit of Vande Mataram 
continues to inspire every citizen and 
represents the values of patriotism, 
sacrifice, unity and devotion to the nation.

The Divisional Commissioner 
appreciated the enthusiastic participation 
of people from all sections of society 
and said that such initiatives strengthen 
the spirit of national unity, brotherhood 

and collective responsibility. He also 
appreciated the districts of Jammu 
Division for their active participation 
and concerted efforts in organizing 
programmes as part of the 150th year 
celebrations of Vande Mataram. He 
appreciated the coordinated efforts of 
the civil administration, police, 
educational institutions and the public 
in making the celebrations meaningful 
and successful.

The Divisional Commissioner urged 
youth to draw inspiration from the 
patriotic values of Vande Mataram and 
contribute positively towards nation 
building. He called upon the young 

generation to uphold the ideals of unity, 
social harmony, discipline and responsible 
citizenship and play an active role in 
the progress and development of the 
nation.

The Tiranga Rally concluded at 
Maharaja Hari Singh Ji Park with 
participants reaffirming their 
commitment to the unity, integrity and 
progress of the nation. The event also 
amplified the message of Har Ghar 
Tiranga, inspiring citizens to celebrate 
Independence Day with pride and to 
keep the spirit of patriotism alive in 
every citizen. The Divisional 
Commissioner urged youth to draw 
inspiration from the patriotic values of 
Vande Mataram and contribute positively 
towards nation building. He called upon 
the young generation to uphold the ideals 
of unity, social harmony, discipline and 
responsible citizenship and play an active 
role in the progress and development 
of the nation.

The Tiranga Rally concluded at 
Maharaja Hari Singh Ji Park with 
participants reaffirming their 
commitment to the unity, integrity and 
progress of the nation. The event also 
amplified the message of Har Ghar 
Tiranga, inspiring citizens to celebrate 
Independence Day with pride and to 
keep the spirit of patriotism alive.

DC Reasi reviews Shri Budha 
Amarnath Ji Yatra arrangements

Stresses Pilgrim Safety, Seamless Facilities
�� HT  News Network

REASI, JULY 21: Deputy 
Commissioner Reasi Kumar 
Abhishek today chaired a 
meeting to review and finalise 
arrangements for the smooth, 
safe and hassle-free conduct 
of the Shri Budha Amarnath Ji 
Yatra-2026 in the district.

The meeting was attended 
by ADC Rakesh Kumar, ACR 
Nitin Verma, Addl. SP Iftekhar 
Ahmed, ACD, CMO, Executive 
Engineer JPDCL and other 
concerned officers, besides 
representatives of the Shri 
Budha Amarnath Ji Yatra 
Management Committee.

During the meeting, 
detailed discussions were held 
on security, medical facilities, 
water supply, road maintenance, 
sanitation, power supply, mobile 
toilet facilities and coordination 
with the Shri Budha Amarnath 
Ji Yatra Management Committee 
to ensure adequate facilities 
for pilgrims visiting the holy 
shrine.The Police Department 
was directed to put in place 
foolproof security arrangements 
along the route. The Chief 
Medical Officer, Reasi was 
directed to deploy trained 
medical staff, including a doctor, 
pharmacist and nursing orderly, 
along with essential medicines 
and adequate oxygen cylinders 
to meet any medical emergency 
during the Yatra.

Reviewing basic amenities, 
the Executive Engineer, Jal 
Shakti was directed to ensure 
adequate and uninterrupted 

water supply at Shiv Shakti 
Ashram, Kothian throughout 
the Yatra period. The concerned 
PWD authorities were asked 
to ensure proper maintenance 
of roads leading towards the 
shrine and address any issues 
on priority to facilitate smooth 
and safe movement of pilgrims.

The Executive Engineer, 
JPDCL was directed to ensure 
uninterrupted power supply 
during the Yatra period. The 
Executive Officer, Municipal 
Council Reasi was directed to 
ensure proper cleanliness and 
sanitation at identified locations 
by deploying adequate 
sanitation staff. He was also 
asked to provide mobile toilet 
facilities at Shiv Shakti Ashram, 
Kothian during the Yatra days.

The meeting also 
emphasised close coordination 
among all stakeholders and 
with the Shri Budha Amarnath 
Ji Yatra Management Committee 

for effective management of 
the pilgrimage. The Tehsildar 
Pouni and Manager, Shri Shiv 
Khori Shrine Board, Ransoo 
were directed to make necessary 
arrangements for the formal 
welcome of Shri Budha 
Amarnath Ji Yatris at Ransoo 
and facilitate their hassle-free 
darshan at the holy Shri Shiv 
Khori Cave.The Deputy 
Commissioner directed all 
concerned departments to work 
in close coordination and ensure 
timely completion of all 
arrangements. During the 
meeting, the members of the 
Shri Budha Amarnath Ji Yatra 
Management Committee put 
forth various demands and 
suggestions regarding 
arrangements for the pilgrims. 
The Deputy Commissioner gave 
a patient hearing to their 
concerns and assured them 
that all genuine demands would 
be examined and addressed.

�� HT  News Network

KISHTWAR, AUGUST 14: As part of the ongoing 
Vande Mataram Phase-III Campaign and 'Har 
Ghar Tiranga' programme, a mega Tiranga Bike 
and E-Auto Rally was today organised in Kishtwar.

The rally was flagged off by Deputy 
Commissioner Pankaj Kumar Sharma amid the 
enthusiastic participation from officers and 
officials of the civil and police administrations, 
CRPF, Assam Rifles, students of Government 
Degree College and locals.The rally commenced 
from Welcome Gate-Malipath and after Passing 
through Main Market and Kuleed Chowk, it 
culminated at the New DC Office Complex.
Addressing the participants, the Deputy 
Commissioner appreciated the efforts of all 
departments and stakeholders involved in making 
the rally a grand success. He highlighted the 
significance of the “Har Ghar Tiranga” campaign 
in strengthening the emotional connect of citizens 
with the National Flag and in encouraging every 
household to proudly display the Tricolour.

The entire route reverberated with patriotic 
slogans and the sight of countless Tricolours, 
creating an electrifying atmosphere across the 
town. The rally served as a powerful moving 
message of unity, patriotism and respect for the 
values enshrined in the Indian Constitution.

With the collective spirit of the people of 
Kishtwar, the event echoed the powerful message, 
“Let Every Heart Beat for the Tiranga.”

Similar bike rallies were taken out at the 
Sub-Division, Tehsil and Block levels across the 
district.Later, the district administration, led by 
Deputy Commissioner, met in the Conference 
Hall of the New DC Office and observed 2 minute 
silence to mark Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day. The 2-minute silence was observed in all 
government offices and educational institutions 
across the district.

SSP Naresh Singh; ADDC Vinod Kumar Behnal, 
ADC Pawan Kotwal; PO ICDS Rishi Kumar Sharma; 
CEO, KDA Kaiser Bhawani; ACD/ACP Neeraj 
Sharma; ASP Pardeep Singh; DIO Dr. Kuldeep 
Kumar, EO MC Mirza Mumtaz Iqbal, Dy. SP Hqrs, 
Dr. Ishan Gupta, DYSSO Jaffer Haider Sheikh, 
Executive Engineer JPDCL Abdul Hamid, DNO 
Ayush Dr. Vikram Singh Jamwal besides other 
officers and concerned staff were present on 
the occasion.

�� HT  News Network

RAMBAN, AUGUST 14: As part of the 
ongoing Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign, the 
District administration Ramban today 
launched a mega district-wide plantation 
drive aimed at strengthening green cover, 
promoting ecological conservation and 
supporting soil stabilization in the hilly 
district.The plantation drive was led by 
Deputy Commissioner Mohammad Alyas 
Khan at Pernote, the area which witnessed 
major land subsidence and sliding. 
Subsequently, over 400 saplings were planted 
in the affected area by the officers, Forest 
Department personnel and local residents.

The subsidence zone was selected for 
the plantation to strengthen natural soil 
binding, checking erosion and contributing 
to the ecological rehabilitation and 
stabilization of the terrain.SSP Arun Gupta, 
Additional Deputy Commissioner Varunjeet 
Singh Charak, PO ICDS Abdul Quyoom, ACR 
Shokat Hayat Mattoo, Divisional Forest 
Officer Ramban Anil V John and other senior 

administrative officers of various 
departments, staff members and prominent 
members of civil society took part in 
plantation drive.

The Deputy Commissioner said that 
the Forest Department has set a target of 
planting more than 1 lakh saplings across 
the district during the campaign, with active 
participation of government departments, 
local communities, youth and civil society 
organizations.The DC also highlighted the 
importance of afforestation in hilly and 
landslide-prone areas. He said that 
environmental conservation is an integral 
part of the district’s development priorities.

District Administration Samba observes 

Partition Horrors Remembrance Day
�� HT  News Network

SAMBA, AUGUST 14: Under the supervision 
of Deputy Commissioner Ayushi Sudan, the 
district administration Samba today observed 
Partition Horrors Remembrance Day at the 
Conference Hall, District Administrative 
Complex, Nandani Hills .

The event was graced by Additional District 
Development Commissioner Champa Devi 
Thakur.

The programme commenced with the 
rendition of the National Song and National 
Anthem, followed by the screening of a 
documentary highlighting the experiences 
and sufferings associated with the Partition 

of 1947.The programme concluded with paying 
of tributes to those who suffered and lost 
their lives during the Partition and recalling 
the importance of remembering this significant 
chapter of history.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
My Name wrongly mentioned in 
my School Records  as  Mehdi Reza 
S/o Ajaz Hussain Shiekh  
R/o Astan pora chattergam 
D.o.b 16/01/ 2020   instedper   of 
Mehdi Reza Sheikh S/o Ajaz Hussain 
Shiekh R/o Astan pora chattergam 
 BK Pora  Budgam D.o.b 16/01/ 
2020 as D.O.B Certificate which 
needs to be corrected.
 if anybody having any objection 
in this regard he /she may file his/ 
her objection in the Concerned 
department within seven days 
from the publication of this notice 
after that no objection will be 
entertained

IN THE COURT OF EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 1st  CLASS SOPORE 
 

In the case of FEROZ AHMAD PARRAY  S/O MUSHTAQ AHMAD PARRAY 
R/O NOORBAGH    applicant 

     C E O MUNCIPAL COUNCIL SOPORE /BDO SANGRAMA /BDO 
SOPORE  

    Non  applicant 
   NOTICE TO PUBLIC AT LARGE  

whereas the above  titled case  is under process in this court                       
there in to the non applicant u/s 13 (3) of the registration of Birth & 
Death Act  1969 for registration of Birth event of the applicant/ 
applicants DAUGHTER  namely BUSHRA  FEROZ D/O FEROZ AHMAD  
PARRAY as 21/06/2017  (dd/ mm/ yy ) at M C H SOPORE  
    Whereas  through the medium of this proclamation the public at 
large informed that in case anyone has any objection  for the issuance 
of direction with respect to the registration aforementioned Birth 
event he/she  shall file the same before this court in person on through 
counsel  within seven days from the date of publication of this 
proclamation if the date fixed is declared holiday the matter will be 
taken on the next working  day  
 
        EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE  1st CLASS  SOPORE

HT - Advt..

�� HT  News Network

S R I N A G A R , 
AUGUST 14: Speaker, 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly, 
Abdul Rahim Rather, 
has extended warm 
greetings to the people 
on the auspicious occa-
sion of the Urs of Hazrat 
Sultan Ali Aali Balkhi 
(RA), which is sched-
uled to commence from 
August 15.

In his message, the Speaker 
highlighted the deep spiritual 
and religious significance of the 
occasion. He said that the annual 
observance of this religious 
festival holds immense 
importance for the devotees 
across Jammu and Kashmir and 
beyond. He said that a large 
number of devotees are expected 
to visit the revered shrine of 
Hazrat Sultan Ali Aali Balkhi 
(RA) at Pakherpora during the 
20-day-long Urs.

The Speaker particularly 
underscored that major religious 
gatherings are expected on the 
11th and 13th days of the Islamic 
calendar, with Poshak Bandi on 

August 25 and Shab Khawani 
on August 27.

In view of the anticipated 
heavy footfall, he stressed the 
need for meticulous advance 
planning and coordinated 
arrangements to ensure that 
the devotees are able to 
participate in the religious 
gatherings peacefully, safely 
and conveniently.

The Speaker directed the 
district administration to put 
in place all necessary 
arrangements well in advance, 
with focus on drinking water 
supply, uninterrupted power 
supply, sanitation, healthcare, 
transport, traffic management, 
cleanliness and other essential 
civic amenities in and around 
the Shrine.

He called for adequate 
provision of drinking water 
points and standby arrangements 
to meet any exigency besides 
ensuring uninterrupted 
electricity supply at the shrine 
and other important locations. 
He also directed the concerned 
agencies to ensure proper 
sanitation facilities, deployment 
of adequate sanitation staff and 
regular lifting of waste to 

maintain cleanliness and 
hygiene throughout the Urs 
period.

Emphasising the importance 
of healthcare arrangements, 
the Speaker directed the Health 
Department to ensure 
availability of medical teams, 
essential medicines, ambulances 
and first-aid facilities at strategic 
locations, especially during the 
major gatherings. He called for 
adequate preparedness to deal 
with any medical emergency 
and directed that emergency 
response mechanisms remain 
functional throughout the event.

The Speaker stressed the 
need for a comprehensive traffic 
and transport management plan 
to regulate the movement of 
devotees and vehicles. He called 
for identification of adequate 
parking spaces, smooth traffic 
flow, proper route management 
and deployment of sufficient 
personnel to prevent congestion 
and inconvenience to visitors.

Rather directed the district 
administration to ensure 
adequate availability of 
passenger transport for hassle-
free movement of devotees 
visiting the shrine. He called 

for sufficient passenger vehicles 
to be made readily available for 
direct connectivity between 
Anantnag, Pulwama, Shopian, 
Budgam, Chadoora and Srinagar 
and Pakherpora besides ensuring 
convenient return transportation 
from Pakherpora to these 
destinations.

He also directed the 
concerned departments to 
undertake intensive cleanliness 
and sanitation drives in advance 
of the major gatherings and 
maintain the same throughout 
the Urs. Special attention, he 
said, should be paid to approach 
roads, public spaces, parking 
areas, sanitation points and 
other places witnessing heavy 
public movement. He also called 
for adequate street lighting in 
the lanes and by-lanes of 
Pakherpora and proper 
illumination of the shrine 
complex ahead of the Urs Sharief.

The Speaker stressed for 
ensuring sufficient availability 
and uninterrupted supply of 
essential commodities, including 
rice, flour, sugar, cooking gas 
and kerosene oil, during the 
Urs days. Keeping in view the 
anticipated heavy rush.

Rather greets people on Urs of Hazrat 
Sultan Ali Aali Balkhi (RA)

Asks district administration for ensuring adequate facilities, arrangements for devotees

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Application of  MOHD YOUSUF SHEIKH   S/O AB GANI 
SHEIKH    R/O SHEIKHPORA     Tehsil KREERI for the issuance of RBA   
in his/her their favor 

 PUBLIC NOTICE  

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the  office of the 
undersigned for the issuance of RBA   in this connection a report of 
patwari halqa concerned has been sought which reveals that the 
applicant is currently residing in the village of SHEIKHPORA  of 
Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the SHEIKH  community having 
annual income 155000/   the details of family of the applicant are as 
fallows  
 
1...MOHD YOUSUF SHEIKH    Father    59 years Labour  
2..MUGLI BEGUM   Mother   70 years H/W  
3... AIJAZ  AH SHEIKH  brother 34 years Labour   
4....MOHD RAFIQ  Brother  31 years Labour   
5...BILAL AHMAD TELI  Applicat 26 years student  
6...AAYAT YOUSUF self /applicant 25 years student 
if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of said  
certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07 
days, after that no objection shall be entertained     
    
Executive  Magistrate 1st Class  KREERI

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is notified that the applicant 
namely Riyaz Ahmad Ganaie S/o 
Ghulam Rasool Ganaie R/o Sozieth 
Goripora Tehsil Narbal District 
budgam has lost Chowkidar Stamp 
on  13_08_2026 in the 
neighbourhood area , now the 
applicant is applying for the new 
Chokidar Stamp from the revenue 
department to the concerned 
authority to issue a new Chowkidar  
Stamp for halqa Sozieth Goripora 
in my favour . 
If anybody has any objection 
regarding this , they will approach 
revenue authorities narbal within 
seven days . After completion of 
said period,  no objection will be 
entertained. GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

Office of the Executive Magistrate Ist Class Narbal District Budgam 

 PUBLIC NOTICE  
It is notified that the applicant namely Nazir  Ahmad  pathan   S/o Ghulam  
Rasool  Pathan  R /o  Kawoosa Khalisa Tehsil  Narbal District Budgam applied 
for the Death   certificate of his father  Ghulam Rasool  pathan ( lassa) S/o 
Ghulam Qadir Pathan  
They intendents to register the Death  of his father  according to Masjid 
Committee /  vaccination card 09/07/1994 
If anybody has any objection in this regard.  They may contact tehsil office 
Narbal within the period of seven days . After said days , no objection will be 
entertained.  
 
Dated 15  /08/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
I am applying for TOUR AND 
TRAVEL  under the name of ARU 
ALTITUDE TOURS  situated at 
GOSHBUGH  PATTAN  if anybody 
having any objection in this regard 
he /she may file in the office of  
concerned authorities  within 
seven days from the publication 
of this notice after that no objection 
will entertained.

Name.... SUHAIL NAZIR MIR  
S/O NIZAR AHMAD MIR  
R/O...LOLIPORA PATTAN  
Contact ....8899240430

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is here  by notified that my  name 
has been incorrectly mentioned 
in my Adhaar card   as AMANAT 
ASHRAF KHAN   bearing  Account 
no 2173 4092 5830    while my   
correct name is MOHAMMAD 
AMANAT KHAN  S/O MOHAMMAD 
ASHRAF KHAN    which needs to 
be corrected if anybody having 
any objection in this regard he /
she may file his /her objection in 
the office concerned adhaar  
authority of India within seven 
days from the publication of this 
notice after that no objection will 
be entertained

 
Name.....MOHAMMAD AMANAT 

KHAN  
S/O ... MOHAMMAD ASHARAF 

KHAN  
R/O ...DOLIPORA  

Tehsil Kreeri 
Dist....BARAMULLA

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Nissar Ahmad Bukhari father of 
Syed Ayaan Nissar Bukhari resident 
of Kreeri District Baramulla want 
to inform the general public 
through this notice that my name 
and my wards name has been 
mistakenly mentioned in the 
school records Syed Ayaan Nissar 
son of Syed Nissar Ahmad Bukhsri 
instead of Syed Ayaan Nissar 
Bukhari son of Nissar Ahmad 
Bukhari, Now I want to correct it, 
In this regard if anybody has any 
objection they may contact the 
Principal SRM Welkin Educational 
Trust Sopore with in seven days 
after that no objection will be 
entertained 
 
Nissar Ahmad Bukhari 
Father of Syed Ayaan Nissar Bukhari 
R/O:- Kreeri District Baramulla

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Aabid Hameed Padder wants to 
change the name of my son 
mentioned in his DOB certificate 
as “Ibrahim Bin Aabid” to “ZAAIR 
AABID PADDER” S/O- Aabid 
Hameed Padder R/O- Pehroo, 
Anantnag, J&K 192101.
Anybody having any objection 
may contact municipal council 
Anantnag within a period of seven 
days.
New name- ZAAIR AABID 
PADDER

Mega Tiranga Rally Organised by 
Sub-Divisional Administration Gulmarg 

Aijaz Baba 

Tangmarg/  The Sub-Divisional 
Administration Gulmarg 
organised a Mega Tiranga Rally 
as part of the Har Ghar Tiranga 
campaign, fostering the spirit of 
patriotism, national unity and 
civic responsibility ahead of 
Independence Day.The rally was 
led by the Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate (SDM) Gulmarg jaliel 
Ahmad Mir in the presence of Sub-Divisional Police Officer (SDPO) 
Tangmarg Faizan Ali, Tehsildar Tangmarg Syed Eyad Qadri, SHO 
Gulmarg, SHO Tangmarg and other officers and officials of the Sub-
Division.The rally witnessed enthusiastic participation from the 
general public, civil society members, students and other sections 
of society, who joined with Tricolours and raised patriotic slogans, 
reflecting a strong sense of collective pride and national responsibility.
Later, an ATV Rally was also organised as part of the celebrations, 
adding further vibrancy to the Har Ghar Tiranga campaign and 
highlighting the message of unity, participation and patriotism 
across the Sub-Division.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
Office of the Executive Magistrate Ist Class Narbal District Budgam 

 PUBLIC NOTICE  
It is notified that the applicant namely Abdul Majeed pathan   S/o Ghulam  
Hassan Pathan ( Hassa)  R /o  Kawoosa Khalisa Tehsil  Narbal District Budgam 
applied for the Death   certificate of his father  Ghulam Hassan pathan ( 
Hassa) S/o Ghulam Qudir Pathan They intendents to register the Death  of 
his father  according to Masjid Committee /  vaccination card 27/11/1998  
If anybody has any objection in this regard.  They may contact tehsil office 
Narbal within the period of seven days . After said days , no objection will be 
entertained.  

Dated 15  /08/2026

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
Office of the Executive Magistrate Ist Class Narbal District Budgam 

 PUBLIC NOTICE  
It is notified that the applicant namely Nazir  Ahmad  pathan   S/o Ghulam  
Rasool  Pathan  R /o  Kawoosa Khalisa Tehsil  Narbal District Budgam applied 
for the Death   certificate of his father  Ghulam Rasool  pathan ( lassa) S/o 
Ghulam Qadir Pathan They intendents to register the Death  of his father  
according to Masjid Committee /  vaccination card 09/07/1994 
If anybody has any objection in this regard.  They may contact tehsil office 
Narbal within the period of seven days . After said days , no objection will be 
entertained.  

Dated 15  /08/2026

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
Office of the Executive Magistrate Ist Class Narbal District Budgam 

 PUBLIC NOTICE  
It is notified that the applicant namely Gh Nabi Dar   S/o Habibullah Dar     R 
/o  Russu Tehsil  Narbal District Budgam applied for the issuance of Birth 
certificate of his own  Gh Nabi Dar  
He  intendents to register the Date of  Birth of his own   according to School 
record / vaccination card 24/06 /  1956 
If anybody has any objection in this regard.  They may contact tehsil office 
Narbal within the period of seven days . After said days , no objection will be 
entertained.  
 
Dated 15  /08/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Mohammad Aslam Bhat, son of 
Mohammad Abdullah Bhat, resident 
of Sultanpora Kandi, Tehsil Chandoosa, 
District  Baramulla, intend to apply for 
a D-Class Contractor Card.
If any person has any objection regarding 
my application for the said contractor 
card, they may submit their objection, 
along with valid documentary proof, 
within three (3) days from the date of 
publication of this notice. No objection 
received after the stipulated period 
shall be entertained.
 
Name:- Mohammad Aslam Bhat 
S/O:- Mohammad Abdullah Bhat 
R/O:- Sultanpora Kandi Chandoosa

IN THE COURT OF EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 1st  CLASS SOPORE 
 

In the case of MOHD RAFEEQ PARRAY S/O MUSHTAQ AHMAD PARRAY 
R/O NOORBAGH  

 
     C E O MUNCIPAL COUNCIL SOPORE /BDO SANGRAMA /BDO 

SOPORE  
                Non  applicant 

   NOTICE TO PUBLIC AT LARGE 
whereas the above case titled case is under process in this court                       
there in to the non applicant u/s 13 (3) of the registration of Birth & 
Death Act  1969 for registration of Birth event of the applicant/ 
applicants SON namely MOHD HAIDER S/O MOHD RAFEEQ PARRAY as 
29/06/2021  (dd/ mm/ yy ) at GURO Hospital 
    Whereas  through the medium of this proclamation the public at 
large informed that in case anyone has any objection  for the issuance 
of direction with respect to the registration aforementioned Birth 
event he/she  shall file the same before this court in person on through 
counsel  within seven days from the date of publication of this 
proclamation if the date fixed is declared holiday the matter will be 
taken on the next working  day  
 
        EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE  1st CLASS  SOPORE

 PUBLIC NOTICE  
I, Shabir Ahmad Kar S/o Habibullaha Kar R/o Lawaypora do hereby notify the 
general public that I am the registered consumer of electricity connection 
bearing Consumer No. 0206050016767 installed at Lawapora.I have decided 
to transfer the said electricity connection in the name of Imtiyaz Ahmad 
Khan S/o Gh. Ahmad Khan R/o Lawaypora with mutual consent.
If any person has any objection regarding this transfer, he/she may file the 
same in writing before the Concerned AEE/Executive Engineer, PDD Sub-
Division Lawaypora within 07 days from the date of publication of this 
notice.After the expiry of the stipulated period, no objection shall be 
entertained and the transfer shall be processed as per rules.

Imtiyaz Ahmad Khan 
S/o Gh. Ahmad Khan   R/o Lawaypora

 PUBLIC NOTICE  
I, Gh Ahmad sheikh S/o Jum Sheikh 
do hereby notify the general public 
that I am the registered consumer 
of electricity connection bearing 
Consumer No. 0206050002644 .I 
have decided to transfer the said 
electricity connection in the name 
of Gh Mohi ud din Ganie S/O Gh 
Ahmad Ganie .If any person has 
any objection regarding this 
transfer, he/she may file the same 
in writing before the Concerned 
AEE/Executive Engineer, PDD Sub-
Division within 07 days from the 
date of publication of this notice.
After the expiry of the stipulated 
period, no objection shall be 
entertained and the transfer shall 
be processed as per rules.

 Gh Mohi ud din Ganie 			      	
S/O Gh Ahmad Ganie 

THE JAMMU & KASHMIR 
BOARD OF SCHOOL 

EDUCATION NEW CAMPUS , 
BEMINA SRINAGAR  

PUBLIC NOTICE
I have passed/
appeared in SSE 
(Class 10th) under 
Rol l  no 
139090039,Session: 
-2025 oct_nov 
session through The 
Jammu & Kashmir board of School 
Education The error has been 
committed by the institute/parents 
against my  Mothers name as rifat   
instead of   rafiya jan.Now I have 
applied for correction in The Jammu 
and Kashmir Board of School 
Education New Campus,Bemina 
,Srinagar If any person has any 
objection in this regard may file the 
same in the office of the Assistant 
Secretary, Certificates Kashmir 
Division within seven days from the 
date of publication of this notice, 
after the expiry of said period no 
objection will be entertained 
This is published for the information 
of the genral public The correct 
particulars be recorded as under:-
 
Name:sheikh Elhaam manzoor 
Father name : manzoor ahmad 
sheikh 
Mother's Name:- rafiya jan 
Date of Birth:-10-03-2011 
Residence:-shalteng usman abad 
lane no 3 
Mob no 7006689053

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER DISTRICT INDUSTRIES CENTRE, SRINAGAR 

Near Petrol Pump Baghi Ali Mardan Khan, Srinagar – 190011 

Public Notice
M/s Life Retreaders, I/E Shaltang, Srinagar registered with District Industries Centre, Srinagar under No. 07/09/06028/PMT/SSI dated 
16.01.2002 for the activity of "Tyre retreading" as proprietorship concern of Mr. Imtiyaz Ahmad Rather S/o Abdul Rashid Rather R/o 
Tailbal, Srinagar.
		 Now, the promoter of the unit has approached this office for transfer of lease hold rights from Mr. Imtiyaz Ahmad Rather 
S/o Abdul Rashid Rather R/o Tailbal, Srinagar to M/S Shahmina Luxury Pvt. Ltd through its directors 1.) Mr. Kaiser Masoodi 2) Mr. 
Salman Shah and 3) Mr. Shoaib Shah The company intends to change the line of activity to "Pashmina Dehairing and Manufacturing 
of Pashmina yarn" (as well as de-registration of existing unit M/s Life Retreaders, I/E Shaltang, Srinagar).
		 Any person having any objection with regard to the above mentioned change of constitution by way of retirement of 
partner in favour of the unit, shall report to the Office of General Manager, District Industries Centre, Srinagar within a period of 07 
days from the date of Publication of this notice, failing which no objection shall be entertained.

  
DIPK-4561/26 					                                       General Manager 
Send Date: Aug 14 2026 				                                                                       District Industries Centre 
								       Srinagar
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Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir,  
Office of the Executive Engineer R&B Division Kralpora 

5th Fresh E tendering NIT No. 31/RnB/Kralpora of 2026-27 Dated:-11-08-2026 
For & on behalf of the Lt. Governor Jammu & Kashmir (UT), e-tenders are being invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible 
Contractors registered with the J&K UT Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/Central Governments for the following works:  
S.No Name of Work Adv. Cost (In 

Lacs)  
Cost of 
T/Doc.  

(In  
Rupees) 

EMD       
(in 

Rupees)  

Time of 
completion 

Class of Contractor  Major 
Head 

01.  
Macadamization of BDO  
Office Reddi including  
Peer Mohalla  

15.52 (incl 
C/o Bitumen 

and GST) 

800/-  31040  5 Days  Cee/Bee Civil having  
MOU with registered  

HMPO  

Cities & 
Towns 

02.  
Macadamization of  
Balance Portion of  
ChowkibalKhanabal Link  

38.78 (incl 
C/o Bitumen 

and GST) 

1100/-  77560  10  
Days  

A with HMPO, Aay  
Civil having MOU with 

registered HMPO  

Cities & 
Towns 

03.  

Macadamization of Link from Main 
Road to Maqbool Khan at Neyari and 
also from Highway to H/o Adv 
Sheikh Manzoor, Ab Majeed and 
Sheikh Basheer at Rawathpora 

19.40 (incl 
C/o Bitumen 

and GST) 

800/-  38800  6 Days  Cee/Bee Civil having  
MOU with registered  

HMPO  

Cities & 
Towns 

04.  
Macadamization of  
Manchatter Store Link  

19.42 (incl 
C/o Bitumen 

and GST) 

800/-  38840  6 Days  Cee/Bee Civil having  
MOU with registered  

HMPO  

Cities & 
Towns 

 Position of AAA/ TS:  Accorded         
 Position of funds:     Available  
No: Div-KRLP/2138-52 
Date: 11-08-2026  
1. The bidding documents, which would include qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications/drawings, a bill of quantities 

(B.O.Q), a set of contract terms and conditions, and other details, can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website 
www.jktenders.gov.in on the dates listed below:  

1  Date of Issue of Tender Notice  11.08.2026   

2  
Period of downloading of bidding documents  

11.08.2026 (02:00 PM) to 17.08.2026 (6:00 PM)  

3  Bid submission Start Date 11.08.2026 (02:00 PM)   

4  Bid Submission End Date 17.08.2026 (6:00 PM)   

5  Date & time of opening of Bids  
(Online) 

18.08.2026 (12:00 Noon) In the Office of Executive Engineer R&B 
Division Kralpora.  

Upload/Disclose the bank account number which is linked with the GSTIN and Mapped with JKPWDOMS along with proof. No 
payments shall be released by the department to any other bank account except the one linked with the GST registered number of 
the successful bidder.  

2. Bids must be accompanied with Cost of Tender Document in the shape of Treasury Challan (dated betweenthe bid start date and 
the Bid Submission End date) deposited in M.H. 0059 in favour of ExecutiveEngineer R&B Division Kralpora (tender inviting 
authority). Treasury Challan must be written boldly and clearly with Name of Work, Name of the Contractor along with Contact No, 
NIT No and Serial No of Work on NIT (if any).   

3. At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form of 
CDR/FDR pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Kralpora. Besides that, the successful 
bidder will have to provide Performance Security @ 5% of the allotted Cost in the form of CDR/FDR/BG at the time of contract 
award, strictly in accordance with the Government's circular instructions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% 
will be released to the successful bidder only after the submission of a Performance Security of 5% of the allotted cost, which will 
be released after successful completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period.  

13. For drawing of agreement of the contract and memorandum of an agreement relating to sake of bill of exchange one rupee for 
Rs.10,000/- or part thereof shall have to be realized/deposited by the Contractor at his own to revenue Head of 
Acctts.0030/Stamps of Deputy Commissioner Stamps J&K UT.  

14. Bidders should be fully cognizant that if the documents uploaded/submitted on the basis of which the contract was awarded are 
later discovered to be fake/not genuine, the contract will be cancelled and the Contractor/bidder will be blacklisted from 
participating in this Division/ Department for a period of three years, in addition to the performance security deposited for the said 
work being forfeited.  

 
DIPK-4591/26 
Send Date: Aug 14 2026          Sd/-  
                                 Executive Engineer     
                                         R&B Division Kralpora 
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SKUAST-K, NIFT Srinagar sign MoU to strengthen 
Collaborative Research, Innovation and Academic Exchange

MoU opens new avenues for wool, pashmina and silk value addition

HDFC Bank Launches 
‘Vigil Aunty Says: Lazi-

ness Saves’ Fraud 
Awareness Campaign

HT  News Network

Srinagar, Aug 14, KNT: HDFC Bank has launched a 
new digital fraud awareness campaign that uses comedy 
to encourage people to pause and verify suspicious requests 
rather than acting under pressure or urgency.

Titled ‘Vigil Aunty Says: Laziness Saves’, the campaign 
will bring the bank’s fictional cyber safety character Vigil 
Aunty together with seven stand-up comedians in a 
seven-episode comedy special that will begin streaming 
exclusively on JioHotstar from August 15. 
The campaign is built around a simple premise: fraudsters 
often rely on urgency to push people into making quick 
decisions.According to the bank, the approach covers 
common digital fraud scenarios including fake OTP requests, 
phishing links and digital arrest scams, where victims 
may be pressured into responding immediately or 
transferring money.The campaign encourages users to 
pause before clicking a link, sharing information or acting 
on an unexpected financial request, with the message 
that sometimes the safest response to a suspicious demand 
is to do nothing until it has been independently verified. 
The comedy special features stand-up comedians Aakash 
Gupta, Gaurav Kapoor, Ramkumar Natarajan, Harsh Gujral, 
Sonu Venugopal, Munawar Faruqui and Kenny Sebastian. 
Ravi Santhanam, Chief Marketing Officer and Group Head, 
HDFC Bank, said fraudsters use panic and urgency to 
manipulate people into making quick mistakes and that 
the campaign uses comedy to make the subject easier 
for audiences to engage with.

The initiative has been conceptualised by the bank’s 
creative agency FCBKinnect and is aimed at users of 
digital banking and online payment services across age 
groups, with particular attention to younger and digital-
first audiences.

Vigil Aunty is a fictional character created by HDFC 
Bank to explain digital fraud risks through everyday 
conversations and relatable situations. According to the 
bank, the character has more than 2.2 million followers 
across social media platforms.

The campaign will be available on JioHotstar from 
August 15, with the bank positioning entertainment as 
a vehicle for communicating basic precautions against 
increasingly common digital fraud attempts. [KNT]

Jammu University's Bhaderwah 
Campus Hosts Business Idea Boot Camp 

to Foster Young Entrepreneurship

Finance Minister, RBI Gov discuss 
cross-border payments at BRICS Finance meet

Wholesale price inflation eases to 9.78pc in 
July, food prices remain concern

SKUAST-K trains Ladakh 

Veterinary Officers in Future-

Ready Livestock Farming

�� HT  News Network

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 14: Sher-e-Kashmir University of 
Agricultural Sciences and Technology of Kashmir (SKUAST-K) 
and the National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT), 
Srinagar, have signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) to strengthen collaborative research, innovation, product 
development and academic exchange, with a special focus 
on adding value to Jammu and Kashmir’s rich fibre resources.

The agreement was signed at SKUAST-K, Shalimar, in the 
presence of Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai, Vice Chancellor, SKUAST-K, 
and Prof. Monica Gupta, Director, NIFT Srinagar, along with 
senior university officials, faculty members and representatives 
of both institutions.

The collaboration seeks to combine the scientific and 
technical expertise of SKUAST-K with NIFT Srinagar’s strengths 
in design, fashion technology, product development, and 
market-oriented innovation to develop value-added, 
commercially viable products.

A key outcome of the partnership will be the formulation 
of a collaborative research program on the value addition of 

J&K’s fiber resources including wool, pashmina and silk, with 
a focus on the fiber-to-fabric value chain.Speaking on the 
occasion, Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai said the partnership should 
translate institutional expertise into tangible outcomes for 
local resources and communities. He directed the relevant 
faculty and officers to develop a focused, collaborative research 
program to improve value realization from the region’s fiber 
resources.

The Vice Chancellor emphasized that such institutional 
partnerships should go beyond conventional academic 

collaboration to yield new technologies, innovative products, 
livelihood opportunities, and greater economic value for 
local stakeholders.Director, NIFT Srinagar, said the collaboration 
offered significant potential for integrating NIFT Srinagar’s 
expertise in design and product innovation with SKUAST-K’s 
scientific and technical capabilities. She expressed confidence 
that the partnership would generate meaningful outcomes 
in value-added products and market-oriented innovation.

Dr. Asif Hassan, Head, Division of Livestock Products 
Technology (LPT), SKUAST-K, outlined the objectives of the 
MoU and said it would provide a broader framework for joint 
research and development, faculty and student exchange, 
collaborative academic programmes, sharing of research 
facilities, and joint seminars and workshops.

Earlier, Prof. Monica Gupta visited the SKUAST-K Innovation, 
Incubation and Entrepreneurship (SKIE) Centre, where she 
interacted with Dr. Naveed, CEO, SKIE Centre, and his team. 
Discussions explored opportunities for joint work to strengthen 
the innovation ecosystem, promote student-led enterprises, 
support start-ups, and facilitate the commercialization of 
technologies and products.

�� HT  News Network

GANDERBAL, AUGUST 14: A 15-day 
capacity-building programme for veterinary 
officers from Ladakh on “Future-Ready Livestock 
Farming” was inaugurated at the Faculty of 
Veterinary Sciences and Animal Husbandry 
(FVSc & AH), Sher-e-Kashmir University of 
Agricultural Sciences and Technology of 
Kashmir (SKUAST-K), Shuhama.Organised 
by the Division of Livestock Production and 
Management (LPM), FVSc & AH, the training 
aims to equip field-level veterinary officers 
with contemporary scientific knowledge, 
emerging technologies and practical approaches 
to strengthen livestock productivity, animal 
health and farmer livelihoods in the challenging 
Himalayan region.Prof. Riaz Ahmad Shah, 
Dean, FVSc & AH, SKUAST-K, was the Chief 
Guest at the inaugural session. Addressing 
the participants, he stressed the importance 
of continuous professional development for 
veterinary officers, particularly those working 
across geographically diverse and challenging 
regions such as Ladakh.Prof. Shah emphasized 
that strengthening the technical capacities 
of field veterinarians is essential for ensuring 
that advances in veterinary science and 
emerging technologies translate into practical 

benefits for livestock farmers at the grassroots 
level.Earlier, Prof. Hilal Musadiq Khan, Head, 
Division of LPM, outlined the objectives and 
scope of the training.Prof. M. T. Banday and 
Prof. Islam Udin Sheikh, Professors in the 
Division of LPM, interacted with the participants 
and highlighted the growing relevance of 
contemporary approaches to livestock 
production and management. Dr. I. A. Baba, 
Dr. R. A. Pattoo and Dr. S. Adil were also present.

The 15-day programme covers a wide 
range of areas, including scientific and 
integrated livestock production, animal health, 
reproduction, genetics, nutrition, disease 
diagnostics, artificial intelligence and digital 
livestock management systems.

The training is designed to provide 
participants with practical, field-oriented 
exposure to modern livestock technologies 
and management approaches that can be 
applied to improve productivity, animal health.

�� Amir Iqbal Khan 

​Bhadarwah,  August,14:​Nurturing the 
spirit of enterprise among youth, the School 
of Management Studies (SOMS) at the 
Bhaderwah Campus, University of Jammu, 
on Friday hosted a high energy "Best Business 
Idea Boot Camp" in collaboration with 
Mudralaya FinTech Private Limited.

​Designed exclusively for students pursuing 
BBA, B.Com. and MBA degrees, the dynamic 
platform allowed budding entrepreneurs to 
showcase their creativity and business acumen 
before a panel of industry experts. Ten 
innovative business startups and models came 
under the spotlight, evaluated rigorously on 
market opportunities, customer needs, unique 
value propositions and commercial viability.

​Applauding the initiative, Prof. Rahul 
Gupta, Rector of the Bhaderwah Campus 
emphasized the critical need for strengthening 
industry academia linkages.

​"Such programs provide our students with 
invaluable practical exposure and direct 
interaction with the corporate world," Prof. 
Gupta said while encouraging learners to 
actively bridge the gap between theoretical 
knowledge and market execution. He also 
commended the Mudralaya FinTech team for 
extending their expertise and platform to the 

campus.​Earlier, setting the tone for the event, 
Dr. Umesh Choudhary Incharge Head of SOMS, 
delivered the welcome address. He noted that 
experiential interactions are essential for 
helping students grasp ground level market 
realities and build the confidence necessary 
to emerge as tomorrow's business leaders.

​The boot camp featured presentations 
from a cohort of promising student innovators 
including Harsh Choudhary, Brighu Nandan 
Bhan, Arshpreet Kaur, Lakshmi, Anmol, Monik 
Thakur, Aquib, Mohammad Muneeb, Prakriti 
Dutt, Shubra Abbas, Tosia, Priyansh Sharma 
and Afaan Wani. The participants received 
critical, hands on feedback from industry 
professionals spanning business development, 
strategic marketing and financial feasibility.

​Faculty members including Dr. Rohit Bhagat, 
Dr. Mohammed Avais, Amit, Dr. Umar Sadeeq, 
Mehmood Ahmed, Shabir Hussain.

�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi, Aug 14 (UNI) 
Finance and Corporate Affairs 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
and Reserve Bank of India 
Governor Sanjay Malhotra co-
chaired the BRICS Finance 
Ministers and Central Bank 
Governors meeting with 
discussions focusing on financial 
stability, cross-border payments 
and cooperation among central 
banks.

The RBI said Malhotra 
underlined the importance of 
central banks in safeguarding 
price and financial stability.

He also stressed that greater 
coordination among monetary 
authorities would be important 
for developing a financial system 

that is more resilient, efficient 
and inclusive.

During the meeting, the RBI 
Governor reviewed the progress 
of various central bank initiatives 
across key areas. These included 
information security, fintech, 
cross-border payment systems, 
sustainable finance and capacity 
building.

The discussions also covered 
the Contingent Reserve 
Arrangement, a financial safety 
mechanism aimed at providing 
liquidity support to BRICS 
economies facing short-term 
balance of payments pressures.

On the sidelines of the BRICS 
meeting, Sitharaman held 
bilateral discussions with 
Indonesia's Vice Minister of 
Finance Juda Agung in Jaipur.

The talks covered financial 
sector development, 
international financial services, 
trade and mechanisms to deepen 
economic ties between India 
and Indonesia.

Sitharaman highlighted the 
momentum in bilateral relations 
following high-level visits 
between the two countries.

�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi, Aug 14 (UNI) 
India's wholesale price inflation 
moderated slightly to 9.78 per 
cent in July from 9.87 per cent 
in June, even as food-related 
wholesale prices continued to 
show an upward trend, according 
to provisional data released by 
the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry on Wednesday.

The Wholesale Price Index 
(WPI) for all commodities stood 
at 110.0 in July, marginally lower 
than 110.2 recorded in June.

Inflation across primary 
articles accelerated to 8.52 per 
cent in July from 7 per cent in 
the previous month. 
Manufacturing inflation also 
picked up, rising to 8.29 per 

cent from 7.48 per cent. In 
contrast, inflation in the fuel 
and power basket eased sharply 
to 20.05 per cent from 27.41 per 
cent in June.

The ministry said mineral 
oils, food items, basic metals, 
non-food articles, manufactured 
food products, and chemicals 
were among the key contributors 
to wholesale price inflation 
during the month.The WPI Food 
Index, which combines food 
articles under primary articles 
with manufactured food 
products, rose to 6.65 per cent 
in July from 6.14 per cent in June.

Within primary articles, 
inflation in food articles 
remained broadly stable at 5.44 
per cent, compared with 5.49 

per cent in June.However, non-
food articles saw a significant 
acceleration, with inflation rising 
to 17.66 per cent from 11.07 per 
cent. Mineral prices also 
increased, pushing inflation in 
the minerals category to 13.28 
per cent from 9.45 per cent.The 
fuel and power segment 
provided some relief to overall 
wholesale inflation. Mineral 
oils inflation fell to 32.4 per cent 
in July from 46.48 per cent in 
June, while inflation in crude 
petroleum and natural gas 
declined to 26.99 per cent from 
34.75 per cent.Electricity prices 
also moved into positive 
territory, with inflation at 1.09 
per cent in July compared with 
a contraction of 0.76 per cent.

Hailstorm Causes Massive 
Losses to Fruit Growers in 

Shopian and Kulgam

�� FAROOQ RATHER 

Srinagar, August 14: Bashir Ahmad Basheer, 
Chairman of the Kashmir Valley Fruit Growers-
cum-Dealers Union, Srinagar, has expressed deep 
concern over the devastating hailstorm that struck 
several areas of Shopian and Kulgam districts, 
causing extensive damage to fruit orchards and 
inflicting huge losses on fruit growers.

The hailstorm has left behind scenes of 
devastation in the affected orchards, with standing 
fruit crops suffering extensive damage. Many 
growers were seen distressed after witnessing 
the destruction of crops that constitute their 
primary source of livelihood.Bashir Ahmad Basheer 
said that the horticulture sector is already facing 
several challenges and that the latest natural 
calamity has further aggravated the difficulties 
being faced by fruit growers.

JKTPO organises Virtual E-Commerce Seller Onboarding Drive on Flipkart Samarth
�� Wani Arfat

JAMMU, AUGUST 14: The Jammu 
& Kashmir Trade Promotion 
Organization (JKTPO), under the aegis 
of the Industries & Commerce 
Department, Government of Jammu 
& Kashmir, organized a Virtual 
E-Commerce Seller Onboarding Drive 
on the Flipkart Samarth Platform 
today, with the objective of facilitating 
digital market access and enabling 
artisans, MSMEs and other enterprises 
of Jammu & Kashmir to leverage 
e-commerce for expanding their 
market reach and business 
opportunities.

The virtual programme witnessed 
the participation of more than 250 

artisans, MSMEs and entrepreneurs 
from across Jammu & Kashmir, 
reflecting the growing interest among 
local enterprises in adopting digital 
platforms for business expansion 
and accessing wider consumer 
markets.

The programme commenced 
with a welcome address by Managing 
Director JKTPO Sudershan Kumar, 
who highlighted the importance of 
digital commerce in strengthening 
market linkages for local enterprises. 
He emphasized the need for MSMEs 
and artisans to embrace e-commerce 
platforms to overcome geographical 
limitations, enhance product visibility 
and access customers across the 
country.

During the session, Anshul Nanda 
from Flipkart briefed the participants 
on the benefits of onboarding onto 
the Flipkart platform and highlighted 
the opportunities available to artisans, 
MSMEs and other sellers through 
e-commerce. He apprised the 
participants of the potential of the 
platform to enhance product visibility, 
expand customer reach and create 
new avenues for business growth.

Adil Javaid Khan from Flipkart 
subsequently delivered a 
comprehensive presentation on the 
Flipkart Samarth platform, providing 
participants with detailed insights 
into the platform and the opportunities 
available for artisans and MSMEs. 
The session familiarized participants 

with the various aspects of 
establishing their presence on Flipkart 
Samarth and leveraging the platform 
for reaching wider markets.

The interactive virtual session 
provided participating enterprises 
an opportunity to understand the 
benefits of e-commerce, seek 
clarifications and gain practical 
insights into the process of leveraging 
Flipkart Samarth for their business 
expansion.

The initiative forms part of 
JKTPO’s continued efforts towards 
promoting digital adoption, 
strengthening market access and 
enabling MSMEs, artisans and other 
enterprises of Jammu & Kashmir to 
access wider markets through leading 

e-commerce platforms.
The programme concluded with 

an emphasis on encouraging more 
enterprises from the Union Territory 
to adopt digital commerce and 
leverage platforms such as Flipkart 
Samarth to strengthen their online 
presence, expand their customer 
base and explore new avenues for 
sustainable business growth. The 
initiative forms part of JKTPO’s 
continued efforts towards promoting 
digital adoption, strengthening 
market access and enabling MSMEs, 
artisans and other enterprises of 
Jammu & Kashmir to access wider 
markets through leading e-commerce 
platforms.
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1. Be kind to yourself
When life gets busy and stress levels rise, 

it's not uncommon to find yourself walking 
into a room and forgetting why you went 
there, losing your train of thought mid-sentence 
or struggling to stay focused on simple tasks.

Especially after the weekend, it can be 
hard to get back into work or study mode.

This mental cloudiness is often called brain 
fog and while it isn't a medical condition in 
itself, it refers to a collection of cognitive 
symptoms such as difficulty concentrating, 
forgetfulness, and mental slowness.

Common causes of it can include menopause 
or perimenopause, and conditions such as 
long Covid and autoimmune conditions like 
lupus disease, but it can also strike when 
you've got too much on your mind at once.

Medical doctor and Morning Live expert, 
Dr. Tharaka has these four tips and a special 
acronym to help cut through the haze.

Brain fog can happen to anyone and it's 
not a personal failing or a sign that you're 
not coping.

Often, it's simply your brain's way of saying 
it's tired, stressed or overstretched.Remind 
yourself that brain fog is usually temporary 
and it's okay to slow down, delegate tasks or 

ask for help when you need it.
If you are concerned then you should contact 

your GP.
2. Create routines
Reduce decision fatigue by having a set 

rhythm to your days - a predictable structure 
can take pressure off your working memory.

Knowing what's coming next stops your 
brain from constantly asking, "What am I 
doing today?"It's worth creating a morning 
and evening routine and even something as 
simple as laying out clothes or prepping 
breakfast ahead of time frees your mind from 
constant decision-making.

3. Take breaks
It's easy to fill your diary with back-to-back 

commitments - meetings, social events, errands 
and daily tasks - without leaving any breathing 
room.But constantly jumping from one thing 
to the next can leave your brain no time to 
reset, making brain fog more likely.

Try deliberately scheduling short breaks 
between activities, even just 5–10 minutes to 
stretch, get a drink, step outside or sit quietly.

Think of these firebreaks like mental 
buffers: they give your mind a chance to 
process what you've just done, let go of lingering 
stress and prepare for what's next.

4. Use calendars and reminders

Trying to hold every appointment, task 
and reminder in your head can quickly lead 
to mental clutter and forgetfulness.

Let tech do the remembering for you - use 
calendars and reminders to free up mental 
space.

Schedule recurring tasks so they happen 
automatically - for example, block out lunch 
in your diary each day or set weekly reminders 
for bills and chores.

Alongside these practical daily strategies, 
Dr T also recommends using his Swans 
acronym to support brain health and sharpen 
focus.

Each letter stands for a key habit that can 
help clear the mental mist and keep your 
mind performing at its best:

Sleep: Sleep is non-negotiable - it gives 
your brain time to rest and consolidate 
memories. Aim for between seven and nine 
hours each night.

Water: Our bodies are about 60% water 

and even mild dehydration can make you 
feel unfocused so keep water nearby and sip 
it regularly

Activity: Moving your body boosts blood 
flow and oxygen to the brain, which helps 
you think more clearly. Try going on short 
walks, a light jog or regularly 
stretchingNutrition: Nourish your brain with 
whole foods rather than processed ones. 
Choline is a nutrient vital for brain health 
so eating food that is rich in it like eggs, fish 
and nuts can support concentration and focus.
Stress: Chronic stress floods the body with 
cortisol - a hormone that helps regulate your 
body's response to stress - and that can cloud 
your thinking. Find ways to lower stress 
through breathing exercises, mindfulness 
and hobbies.

(BBC NEWS)

Struggling with  
brain fog?
 Here' s how to fix it
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Indian surfers bow out, Japan 
dominate in quarters, semis

Canada player Harsh 

Thaker fined for breaching 

ICC Code of Conduct

Scotland go top of World 
Cup League 2 standings

Henriques out to 

emulate Italy with 

new role at Portugal
United News Of India 

VANTAA (FINLAND), AUG 14 Former Australia international 
Moises Henriques has admittedhe took inspiration from Italy's 
debut campaign at the 

ICC Men's T20 World Cup earlier this year when switching 
allegiances to lead Portugal in their quest to qualify for the next 
edition of the 20-over showcase.

Henriques played 44 matches for Australia across all formats 
from 2009 to 2021, but recently decided to switch to the country 
of his birth in Portugal to try and help them win a place at the 2028 
edition of the T20 World Cup.

Their quest to reach the 2028 event in Australia and New Zealand 
commences in Finland on Friday when Portugal will take part in 
the ICC Men's T20 World Cup Europe Sub-regional Qualifier C, with 
just the winner of the 10-team event progressing through to the 
regional qualifier.

It's almost the exact same path that Italy negotiated when they 
qualified for the T20 World Cup at the start of this year under the 
captaincy of another former Australia international in Joe Burns 
and Henriques is hoping Portugal can do similar.

"Obviously, the ideal, the nirvana, would be to replicate what 
Italy have done," Henriques told the BBC Stumped podcast.

"Whether that's realistic for this World Cup, or the following, I 
don't know. We'll only be able to tell in a couple games.

"I'm sure there's a lot of opposition that feel that they might be 
able to do something similar."

De Silva backs experience
 to come good in Galle

Shubman Gill rejects 
CoE communication gap

United News Of India 

CHENNAI, AUG 14:The Shore Temple 
Classic QS 2000 and Pro Junior World 
Surf League (WSL) witnessed another 
thrilling day

of action, with Indian surfers bowing 
out after a s;irited display and the 
Japanese stars dominating the show 
at Mahabalipuram Beach, about 55 
km from here, on Friday.

The field narrowed as surfers battled 
through the quarter-finals and semi-
finals across the Men's and Women's 
QS 2000 and Men's Pro Junior divisions.

In the Men's QS 2000 Quarter-Finals, 
Japan continued its dominance, with 
all four heat winners representing 
Japan. Shohei Kato (JPN) delivered the 
standout performance of the round, 
posting 14.50 to win by a commanding 
3.50 points over compatriot Raiha Onou. 
Tenshi Iwami (JPN) was equally 
impressive with 14.17, winning his 
heat by 7.67 points, while Ikko Watanabe 
(JPN) advanced with 13.16. Sentaro 
Sakai (JPN) completed the Japanese 
sweep with 12.17, defeating Korea's 

Kanoa Hee-Jae (KOR).
The Women's QS 2000 Quarter-

Finals saw closely fought battles, with 
Mirai Ikeda (JPN) edging compatriot 
Anri Matsuno (JPN) by just 0.62 points 
after scoring 12.66. Hinata Shimizu 
(JPN) advanced with 9.33, while 
Thailand's Isabel Higgs (THA) produced 
one of the round's strongest 
performances with 12.67, defeating 
Japan's Arisa Ishii (JPN). Hinano Shimizu 
(JPN) also secured her place in the 

semifinals with 10.84.
In the Women's QS 2000 Semi-

Finals, Mirai Ikeda once again underlined 
her dominance, producing 13.67 to 
defeat Hinata Shimizu by 5.67 points 
and secure her place in the final. 
Thailand's Isabel Higgs (THA) also 
advanced after a tight battle against 
Japan's Hinano Shimizu (JPN), winning 
by just 0.61 points with an 11.04 heat 
score.The Men's Pro Junior Quarter-
Finals delivered further high-quality 

action, with Japan dominating the 
progression. 

Taro Takai (JPN) posted the highest 
score of the round with an impressive 
14.24, winning by 1.24 points, while 
Raimu Yamamoto (JPN) advanced with 
11.53. Taro Matsuno (JPN) narrowly 
won his heat with 12.66, edging Yuma 
Nagasawa (JPN) by just 0.16 points. 
Sentaro Sakai (JPN) completed the 
Japanese heat winners with 9.66.

India's surfers put up determined 
performances against some of Asia's 
strongest international talent, gaining 
valuable experience on the WSL stage. 
In the Men's Pro Junior Quarter-Finals, 
Sheik Davudh (IND) scored 1.53, while 
Kishore Kumar (IND) posted 9.34 in their 
respective heats. Although the Indian 
contingent's campaign came to an end 
in the quarter-finals, their performances 
against a highly competitive international 
field on home waters.With the competition 
entering its decisive stages, Japan has 
established itself as the dominant force 
across the divisions, while Thailand has 
also secured a place in the Women's QS 
2000 final.

United News Of India 

DUNDEE, AUG 14 :Canada player Harsh 
Thaker has been fined 30 per cent of his match 
fee for breaching Level 1 of the ICC Code of 
Conduct during the ICC Men's Cricket World 
Cup League 2 match against Scotland here on 
Friday.Thaker was found to have breached 
Article 2.8 of the ICC Code of Conduct for Players 
andPlayer Support Personnel, which relates 
to "showing dissent at an Umpire's decision 
during an International Match."

In addition to this, two demerit points have 
been added to Thaker's disciplinary record, 
for whom it was the first offence in a 24-month 
period.

The incident occurred after the final delivery 
of the 26th over, when Thaker expressed his 
disappointment at a leg-before wicket appeal 
off his bowling being turned down, flailing 
his

arms and shaking his head. When the umpire 
handed his cap back to him, Thaker gestured

towards the coaching staff off the field to 
indicate that the batter was out.

Thaker admitted the offence and accepted 
the sanction proposed by Graham McCrea of 
the Emirates ICC International Panel of Match 
Referees, so there was no need for a formal

hearing.On-field umpires Gazi Sohel and 
Iain McDonald, and reserve umpire David 
McLean levelled

United News Of India 

DUNDEE, AUG 14: Young spinner Lyle 
Robertson starred on debut as Scotland 
finished their home ICC Men's Cricket 
World Cup League 2 tri-series with a 
commanding victory over Canada in 

Dundee.
Robertson took 6/52 in his first 

international appearance - the fourth best 
bowling on debut ever in a men's ODI - as 
Scotland cruised to a comfortable 170-run 
victory in Forthill to rise to the top of the 
League 2 standings.

United News Of India 

GALLE, AUG 14 :Sri Lanka 
will resume their ICC World 
Test Championship 2025-27 
campaign against neighbours 
India, in familiar 
surroundings here.

The island nation has 
featured in four Tests thus 
far in the ongoing edition 
of the competition, and have 
a point percentge of 41.67. 
They sit at the sixth place, 
whereas India are at fifth 
with 48.15.Positive outcomes 
in the upcoming home series 
could boost Sri Lanka's 
chances, and it is possibly a 
reason why they have backed 
experienced campaigners 
against India.

Amongst them is 
Niroshan Dickwella, who 
has featured in 54 Tests, and 
has been explicitly picked 
for his wicket-keeping skills.

"The only thing I have 
to tell Niroshan Dickwella 
is to keep well. That's why 
he's in the team," Sri Lanka 
captain Dhananjaya de Silva 

was clear on the reasoning 
behind Dickwella's recall.

Dickwella hasn't set the 
stage alight with his batting 
at the Test level, with 2757 
runs at an average of 30.97 
with a highest score of 96, 
but has the team 
management's backing to 
come 

through because of his 
keeping skills, according to 
ICC.

"Dickwella had to leave 
the Test squad over the last 
few years because Kusal 
Mendis went to No. 7, and 
Kusal has played well there 
in the last few years so 
Dickwella didn't get a 
chance to come back," de 
Silva said. "But when you 
play at Galle, the most 
important thing is that the 
player with the best 
glovework plays."

Another experienced 
player who is backed by 
the setup is Lahiru Kumara. 
With an international 
career that is almost a 
decade old, Kumara has 
featured in 35 Tests with 

104 wickets, the latest of 
which came against West 
Indies in North Sound in 
June.

It however turned out 
to be a forgettable outing 
for Kumara, who was injured 
after bowling just one over, 
and missed the remainder 
of the series due to his 
hamstring injury.

But the pacer too was 
backed by de Silva to 
maintain his fitness and 
deliver against India.

United News Of India 

GALLE, AUG 14 :India captain Shubman 
Gill on Friday firmly rejected reports of 
a communication gap between the team 
management and the BCCI Centre of 
Excellence (CoE) in Bengaluru, saying the 
two sides were in 

constant touch over the fitness of 
injured players ahead of the landmark 
600th Test against Sri Lanka.

The clarification comes after three 
players initially named in India's squad 
were ruled out of the two-Test series, 
triggering speculation over coordination 
between the team management and the 
Bengaluru-based CoE.

"There is a constant communication 
with them. Unfortunately Sai Sudharsan 
did not improve as much as we liked as 
we can't take risks in Tests. But we are 
confident of our 15," Gill said on the eve 
of the opening Test.

Gill made it clear that India's decision 
to leave out players who were not fully 
fit was deliberate, stressing that the 
demands of Test cricket made it risky to 
field players still recovering from injuries.

"The Test match is for five days. If it's 
one-day or T20, then it's a different story. 
But in the Test match, you don't want to 
take a risk," he said.

The captain admitted that the absence 
of Sai Sudharsan and Jasprit Bumrah was 
disappointing but said the setbacks had 
not dented the team's confidence.

"I feel that whoever is in our 15 or 
whoever we give a chance in our playing 
11 in any condition, they can play well 
and win the game," Gill said.

With Washington Sundar still 
recovering from injury, Ravindra Jadeja 
will be India's only allrounder at the start 
of the series. Gill also threw his weight 
behind young Manav Suthar, backing him 
to contribute with both bat and ball if 

given an opportunity.
Gill said Suthar had the potential 

to develop into a useful No. 8 batsman, 
while also providing a quality bowling 
option.

Despite the injury disruptions, Gill 
insisted India had done enough 
preparation for the series. A number of 
players featured in India A matches last 
month, while several frontline players 
got an opportunity to acclimatise to Sri 
Lankan conditions during a match against 
an SLC XI last week.

He said having adequate time before 
a Test was crucial, particularly when 
players had limited experience of the 
conditions.

"If the scheduling allows us to have 
at least a week or 10 days before the Test 
match starts, it obviously helps with the 
preparation," Gill said.

India's packed international calendar, 
including the England tour, Asia Cup and 
subsequent Test commitments, had made 
adaptation challenging, he said, making 
the preparation window in Sri Lanka 
particularly valuable.

The opening Test will have added 
historical significance, with India set to 
play their 600th men's Test, joining an 
exclusive milestone in Test cricket.

Gill's comments therefore come on 
the eve of a landmark occasion for India 
cricket, with the captain seeking to shift 
the focus from injury setbacks and 
speculation to the strength and 
preparedness of the squad.
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