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More Than 350,000 Pilgrims Have Completed the
Pilgrimage in the F|rst 15 Davs LG Manoj Smha

m  HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

SRINAGAR,JULY 17: Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinhaon Friday said that more than 350,000 pilgrims
have completed the annual pilgrimage in the first
15 days, describing the smooth progress of the
sacred journey as aresult of coordinated efforts by
the administration, security agencies, local residents

and service providers.

The Lieutenant Governor made the remarks while
visiting the Nunwan Base Campin Pahalgam, where
he reviewed the arrangements for the ongoing
pilgrimage and directed all government depart-
ments to function in mission mode to ensure the
safety, comfort and welfare of pilgrims.

"Today marks 15 days since the pilgrimage began,
and in these 15 days more than 350,000 pilgrims
have completed the pilgrimage. By the grace of
Lord Shiva, the pilgrimage is proceeding
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Hydrogen-Powered Train Is a Successful Example
of the 'Make in India’ Campalgn PM Modl

m  HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

JIND (HARYANA), JULY 17: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Friday
flagged off India's first hydrogen-
powered passenger train connecting
Jind and Sonipatin Haryana, describ-
ing it as a successful example of the
'Make inIndia' campaignand amajor
milestone in India's journey towards
clean, sustainable and technologi-
cally advanced transportation.

The launch places India among a
select group of countries operating

hydrogen-powered passenger trains and marks
asignificantadvancementin the modernisation
of Indian Railways. The 89-kilometre route
between Jind and Sonipat will be covered in
approximately two hours, with the train halting

at 12 intermediate stations.

Addressing a public gathering after the inau-

guration, the Prime Minister said the train dem-

onstrated India's growing technological capa-
bilities and commitment to self-reliance. He
asserted that the newly launched service is the
world's most powerful hydrogen-powered train,
reflecting the country's ability to develop cutting-
edge technologies domestically.

Alongside the train launch, Modi dedicated
@ Turnon Page 2

Tourist boom leaves trail of plastic

Kashmir sizzles as Srinagar logs third-hottest July day in a decade

waste across Kashmir's offbeat destinations

B HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

mir have witnessed a sharp rise in number of

SRINAGAR, JUL 17: The growing influx of
tourists to Kashmir's lesser-known destinations,
driven by soaring temperatures across the plains,
hastriggered concerns over plastic pollution and
inadequate waste management, with localsand
environmentalists warning that the fragile eco-
systems are coming under increasing pressure.

According to the details available with the
news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO)
the popular destinations such as Gurez, Tulail,
Uri, Sonamarg and Keran Valley in North Kash-

tourists this summer. However, residents say the
boom in tourism has been accompanied by
indiscriminate dumping of plastic bottles, food
wrappers and other non-biodegradable waste.

In Gurez, locals said the banks of the Kishan-
ganga River and nearby meadows are increas-
ingly littered with waste left behind by visitors.

"Many tourists leave their garbage at campsites
or scenic spots instead of disposing of it prop-
erly. Either they should carry it back or hand it

over to local hosts for safe disposal,” said
@ Tumn on Page 2
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SRINAGAR, JUL 17: Srinagar on Friday
recorded its hottest day of the season so
far as the mercury touched 35 degrees
Celsius, while the Meteorological Depart-
ment predicted a major shift in weather
pattern from July 19, warning of heavy
rainfall, flash floods and landslidesin parts
of Jammu and Kashmir next week.

MeT Department’s data accessed by the
news agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO)revealed that maximum temperature
in Srinagar settled at 35.0 degrees Celsius,
nearly five degrees above normal and
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higher than the previous July high of 34.5
degrees Celsius recorded on July 10.

Official records show the day's maximum
was the third-highest July temperature
recorded in Srinagar since 2016, after 37.4
degrees Celsius on July 6, 2025, and 36.2
degrees Celsius on July 29, 2024.

The minimum temperature in the city
was recorded at 22.0 degrees Celsius,
around 3.3 degrees above normal, reflect-
ing unusually warm night conditions.

Elsewhere, Jammu was the hottest place
in the Union Territory at 35.8 degrees Cel-

sius, followed by Srinagar and Kupwara
@ Turnon Page 2

Consistency Is the

Key to Achieving Any Goal:
Labourers' Sons Inspire with
NEET-UG 2026 Success

m  HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

Govt Prioritises Passage of Key

PWD Asst Engineer

SRINAGAR, JULY 17:In a powerful testament
to determination, perseverance and the trans-
formative power of education, two sons of
daily-wage labourers from South Kashmir have
cleared the highly competitive NEET-UG 2026
examination, emerging as symbols of hope for
thousands of aspiring students from economi-

cally disadvantaged families.

Their remarkable achievements underscore
that financial hardshipis no obstacle to success
when matched with discipline, consistency

@ Turn on Page 2

Bills in Monsoon Session

m  HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

NEW DELHIL, JULY 17: The National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
on Friday finalised its strategy for the upcoming Monsoon Ses-
sion of Parliament, with the government placing top priority on
securing the passage of key legislation, including Bills to replace
recently promulgated Ordinances.

The strategy was discussed during a high-level meeting of the
NDA group of ministers chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh at Kartavya Bhavan. Home Minister Amit Shah, Women
and Child Development Minister Annapurna Devi, and senior
NDA allies, including Lallan Singh of the Janata Dal (United),
Jayant Chaudhary of the Rashtriya Lok Dal, and Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan Naidu of the Telugu Desam Party, attended the meeting.

Accordingto sources, the ministers reviewed the government's
legislative agenda for the session beginning on July 20 and dis-
cussed measures to ensure the smooth passage of priority Bills.

Among the government's immediate legislative objectives

@ Turn on Page 2

trapped arrested: CBI

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JULY 17: In a significant anti-
corruption operation, the Central Bureau
ofInvestigation (CBI) hasarrested an Assis-
tant Engineer of the Jammu and Kashmir
Public Works Department (PWD) after
allegedly catching him red-handed while
acceptingabribe of Rs.30,000 for process-
ing compensationrelated toahouse dam-
aged during the execution of a Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) road
project in Doda district.

According to an official spokesperson,
the accused officer was servingas an Assis-
tant Engineer with the PWD and was
associated with the implementation of

PMGSY works in Jammu and Kashmir.
@ Turn on Page 2

Govt. establishes JK4C to

Jammu and Kashmir,

B HT NEWS NETWORK

combat cyber crimes across J&K

SRINAGAR, JULY 17:Inasignificant step towards strength-

ening the cyber security architecture and enhancing the
capacity to combat cybercrime in the Union Territory of
sanction has been accorded for the
establishment of the Jammu & Kashmir Cyber Crime Coor-
dination Centre (JK4C)asanindependent organization under
the overall superintendence and control of the Director
General of Police, J&K.

The newly established JK4C will serve as the nodal cyber-

crime coordination agency for the Union Territory and will
be responsible for coordinating, preventing, detecting and
investigating cybercrimes across Jammu and Kashmir. The
Centre will functionin close alignment with the Indian Cyber
Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) under the Ministry of Home
Affairs, Government of India, ensuring seamless
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Wular Lake's Future Depends on People
Living in Surrounding Villages: CCF, Kashmir

m HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, JULY 17: Declaring
that the long-term survival of Wul-
ar Lake hinges on the active involve-
ment of communities living around
it, Chief Conservator of Forests (CCF)
KashmirIrfan Rasool Wani on Friday
said the people of the lake's surround-
ingvillagesare the firstline of defence
against pollution and must play a
central role in protecting the fragile
ecosystem.

Addressing a programme on Wul-
ar conservation, Wani announced
that the government is rolling out a
cluster-based solid waste manage-
ment initiative covering 30 villages
in the Wular catchment to prevent
waste from entering the lake.

"The future of Wular Lake depends
onthe peoplelivinginits surround-
ing villages. They are the first
respondersand haveashared respon-
sibility to ensure that solid

@ Tumn on Page 2

Lakhanpur To Be Developed As Street

Food Hub In J&K: ]1tendra Singh

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JULY 17: Union Minister
Jitendra Singh on Friday said that
Lakhanpur hasbeenselectedamong
50 towns across the country to be
developedasa'streetfood hub'under
the PM SVANIidhi initiative, while
announcing the constructionofaRs
1.5 crore gateway monument at the

entry point to Jammu and Kashmir.
@ Turnon Page 2

Chief Secretary Reviews Preliminary PPP Draft

Calls for Creo’rlng a robust framework to attract investments in J&K

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 17: Chief Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, today chaired a
high-level meeting todeliberate upon
thebroad contoursofthe preliminary
document of the Public-Private Part-
nership (PPP) Policy being formu-
lated by the Planning, Development
& Monitoring Department through
the Centre for Innovation, Technol-
ogy and Governance (CITaG), with
the objective of creating an enabling
ecosystem for attracting private
investment and accelerating infra-
structure and publicservice develop-
ment across Jammu and Kashmir.
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The meeting was attended by Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, APD; ACS,
Finance; ACS, PWD; Director, IIM-
Jammu; Commissioner Secretary,
PD&MD; Commissioner Secretary,
H&UDD; Commissioner Secretary,

Industries; Secretary, Transport;
Chief Executive Officer, CITaG; and
other senior officers.

Addressing the meeting, the Chief
Secretary underscored the impor-
tance of building institutional capac-

ity for successful implementation of
the proposed policy. He stressed the
need for systematic capacity building
of officers and officials at different
levels so that they are adequately
equipped to operationalise the pol-
icy in an effective and time-bound
manner.

Emphasising the need for deliver-
ingtangible outcomeson the ground,
Dulloo observed that the Govern-
ment mustlead by exampleinimple-
menting the policy to instil confi-
denceamonginvestorsaswellasthe
general public. He directed the Indus-

tries Department to take lead in
@ Turnon Page 2
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More Than.....

smoothly. There is great enthusiasm among
devotees fromevery corner of the country,and
local residents and service providers are also
actively contributing toits success,” Sinhasaid.

Chairing a high-level review meeting, the
Lieutenant Governor assessed the availability
of essential facilities, including drinking water,
electricity, telecommunications,accommoda-
tion, food, healthcare, emergency services and
security. He also inspected the registration
counter and reviewed the registration process
for pilgrims.

Sinhadirected officials to maintain the high-
est standards of environmental protection,
ordering intensified cleanliness drives along
both pilgrimage routes and at all camps.

"We are committed to a waste-free pilgrim-
age, and every department must work togeth-
er to fulfil this commitment,” he said.

With heavy rainfall forecast over the coming
days, the Lieutenant Governor instructed the
administration and all stakeholder agencies to
strengthen contingency plans and ensure the
safety and convenience of pilgrims under all
circumstances. He also directed thatevery tent
atthe base camps mustbe equipped with afire
extinguisher.

Toimprove transparency and protect pilgrims
from overcharging, Sinha ordered that all ser-
vices provided during the pilgrimage should
strictly operate under a 100 per cent prepaid
system. He also instructed officials to regu-
larly obtain feedback from pilgrims and ensure
immediate resolution of any issues.

During his visit, the Lieutenant Governor
interacted with pilgrims, who expressed sat-
isfaction with the arrangements, particularly
the cleanliness, sanitation, accommodation,
medical facilities and security. He also met
shopkeepers, volunteers, community kitchens
and service providers, appreciating their con-
tribution to the smooth conduct of the pilgrim-
age.

Addressing media persons, Sinha said that
the coordinated efforts of the Jammu and
Kashmir administration, Police, Army, secu-
rity forces, the Shrine Board and other stake-
holders had significantly enhanced this year's
arrangements.

He said the pilgrimage continues to provide
astrongboost to thelocal economy, noting that
many pilgrims are purchasinglocally produced
handloom and handicraft productsin response
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi's appeal to
support local artisans.

The Lieutenant Governor expressed confi-
dence that the ongoing pilgrimage would be
remembered as one of the most successful and
well-managed in recent years.

Senior civil, police and security officials
accompanied the Lieutenant Governor during
the inspection of the Nunwan Base Camp.

Hydrogen-Powered.....

to the nation and laid the foundation stone
for development projectsworthRs. 14,700 crore,
aimed at strengthening infrastructure and
accelerating economic growth in Haryana.

Referring to the ongoing conflict in West
Asia, the Prime Minister said India imports
substantial quantities of petroleum products,
liquefied petroleum gas and fertilisers through
the Strait of Hormuz. Despite prolonged region-
al instability and disruptions in global energy
markets, he said the country's development
and railway expansion had continued without
interruption.

He maintained that India's economic resil-
ience and infrastructure growth had remained
strong despite global challenges, contrasting
the present situation with earlier years.

Recalling hislongassociation with Haryana,
Modi said Jind held special memories for him
and expressed confidence that the region would
now gaininternational recognition for hosting
India's first hydrogen-powered passenger train.

Union Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
described the launchas a historic technological
achievement made possible throughindigenous
innovation and strong political commitment
toadvancedrailway technology. He said testing
was already underway on the Sonipat-Delhi
section and the hydrogen-powered service
would eventually be extended to the national
capital.

Powered by hydrogen fuel cell technology,
the train generates electricity onboard by
converting hydrogen into electrical energy,
producing only water vapour as a by-product
and resulting in zero carbon emissions during
operation. Compared with diesel-powered
trains, it significantly reduces pollution, lowers
dependence on fossil fuel imports, operates
withless noise and does not require continuous
overhead electrification.

The 10-coach train, equipped with a
1,200-kilowatt hydrogen fuel cell propulsion
system producing 3,200 horsepower, can
accommodate around 2,600 passengers, mak-
ing it one of the world's longest and most pow-
erful hydrogen-powered passenger trainsets.
Officials said the project represents a major
step towards sustainable, energy-efficientand
environmentally friendly rail transportin India.

Tourist boom.....

Mumtaz Ahmad, a homestay ownerin Gurez.

Residents said the absence of a structured
waste collection and disposal system has com-
pounded the problem, with litter often finding
its way into streams, rivers and nearby habita-
tions.

Surinder Valley in Bandipora district, which
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hasemerged asapopular summer destination,
isalso witnessing a rise in plastic waste, locals
said.

"The beauty of this place is attracting more
tourists, but many are leaving behind plastic
waste. If this continues, it will damage the
environment that people come here to enjoy,"
said local resident Aqib Najar.

Visitors also pointed to the lack of basic
facilities, including dustbins and signboards
encouraging responsible waste disposal.

Environmental activists said the increasing
tourist footfall must be matched by better waste
managementinfrastructure and greater public
awareness.

"The administration and the public need to
work together.Sustainable waste management
andresponsible tourism are essential to protect
these ecologically sensitive destinations," envi-
ronmental activist Shakir Ahmad said.

Officials said efforts are underway in coor-
dination with local bodies to put in place sus-
tainable waste management measures to pre-
serve the ecological balance of the region's
emerging tourist destinations—(KNO)

Kashmir sizzles.....

at35.0degrees each. Qazigund recorded 33.2
degrees Celsius, Kokernag 32.9 degrees, Bha-
darwah 31.5 degrees, Katra 31.8 degrees and
Banihal 30.8 degrees, while the tourist resorts
of Pahalgam and Gulmarg registered com-
paratively cooler maximum temperatures of
274 degrees and 25.6 degrees Celsius, respec-
tively.

The weather department said hotand humid
conditions are likely to continue on Saturday,
withbriefthundershowers possible at scattered
places.

From July 19, weather conditions are expect-
ed to change, with rain and thundershowers
likely at many places. Heavy rainfall accompa-
nied by brief intense showers is forecast at
isolated locations in the Jammu division.

Amore active wet spell is expected between
July 20 and 22, when widespread rain and
thundershowers are likely across Jammu and
Kashmir. The department has forecast heavy
to very heavy rainfall at a few places in the
Jammu division, while some districts in both
divisions could witness intense showers and
torrential rain.

Rain activity is expected to persist at many
placesonJuly 23 before easing toisolated spells
on July 24 and 25.

The MeT Department has warned of flash
floods, landslides and mudslides in vulnerable
areas during July 20-22. It also cautioned that
heavy rainfall could lead to a significant rise in
water levels in rivers and streams, resulting in
waterlogging and minor flooding in low-lying
areas.

Farmers have been advised to suspend agri-
cultural operations during the period of heavy
rainfall, while residents and government agen-
cies have been asked to remain alert and plan
their activities accordingly—(KNO)

Consistency......

and unwavering family support.

Among the successful candidates is Mehran
AminfromBatagund village in Verinag, Anant-
nag district, who secured 610 marks and an
impressive AllIndiaRank (AIR) of 7,000. Despite
growing up in a modest household with lim-
ited resources, Mehran remained focused on
his ambition of becoming a doctor through
years of dedicated preparation.

Reflecting on his journey, Mehran said that
life presents many challenges, but success
belongs to those who remain patientand com-
mitted to their goals.

"Consistency is the key toachieving any goal,”
hesaid, urging students never tolose hope even
when circumstances appear unfavourable.

Mehran said his dream of becoming a doctor
is driven by a desire to serve society, particu-
larly people who struggle to access quality
healthcare. He described medicine as a profes-
sion that offers both dignity and the opportu-
nity to make a meaningful difference in the
lives of others.

Equallyinspiringis the achievement of Shariq
Muzaffar from Manihal village in Shopian
district,who secured 601 marks out of 720 after
overcomingdisappointment in his firstattempt.
Rather than giving up, he took a gap year,
strengthened his preparation and returned
withrenewed determination toachieve success.

Sharing his advice with future aspirants,
Shariq stressed the importance of building
strong conceptual understanding instead of
relying on shortcuts.

He revealed that he had considered himself
an average student until Class 10, but trans-
formed his academic performance through
disciplined study and consistent effort. He said
his initial failure in NEET became a learning
experience that ultimately helped him succeed.

Shariq credited his mother for her unwaver-
ing encouragement and sacrifices throughout
his preparation, saying her faith in him gave
him the confidence to persevere through dif-
ficult times. He also emphasised that the sup-
port and encouragement of parents play a
decisive role in a student's success.

The achievements of the two young men
have beenwidely celebrated in their respective
villages, with residents describing their success
as a source of pride and inspiration for rural
communities across Jammu and Kashmir.

Their stories serve as a compelling reminder
that determination, resilience and family sup-
portcanovercome economicbarriers, inspiring

countless young aspirants to pursue their
dreams with confidence and perseverance.

Govt Prioritises.....

is the Income Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2026,
which will replace an Ordinance issued last
month providing income tax exemption to
foreign investors on interest earnings and
capital gains from investments in Government
Securities. The measure was introduced to
attract overseas investment and help ease
pressure on the rupee amid the economicimpact
of the West Asia conflict.

The meeting also discussed the possible
introduction ofanamended Women's Reserva-
tionBill along with a Delimitation Bill. Govern-
ment sources expressed confidence that the
proposed constitutional amendment could
secure the required two-thirds majority with
support from several opposition parties.

Toaddress concernsraised by southern states
over population-based delimitation, the gov-
ernmentis reportedly examining proposals to
increase the strength of the Lok Sabha by around
50 per cent across all states to ensure balanced
representation.

Another significant proposal expected dur-
ing the session is the Prevention of Insults to
National Honour (Amendment)Bill, 2026, which
seeks to provide the national song Vande Mata-
ram with the same statutory protection cur-
rently enjoyed by the national anthem.

The Monsoon Session is also expected to
witness sharp exchangesbetween the govern-
ment and the opposition. Opposition parties
are likely to raise issues including the NEET
examination paper leak, the deaths of Indian
seafarers in the West Asia conflict, ethanol
blendingin petrol,and alleged irregularitiesin
donations made to the Ram Temple in Ayodhya.

Despite an expected aggressive opposition,
the NDA s entering the session with confidence,
buoyed by recent Assembly election outcomes
and divisions within opposition ranks, which
the ruling alliance believes will strengthen its
position in Parliament.

PWD Asst.....

The CBI registered a case on July 16, 2026,
after receiving a complaint alleging that the
complainant’s residential house had suffered
damage during the construction of the PMGSY
road connecting Thathriand Kathawain Doda
district. The complainant was reportedly enti-
tled to compensation amounting to nearly Rs.
10 lakh for the damage caused.

During the course of verification, it was
alleged that the Assistant Engineer demanded
abribe of Rs.50,000 to facilitate the processing
and release of the compensation amount. Fol-
lowing negotiations, the accused allegedly
agreed toacceptRs.30,000 from the complain-
ant.

Acting swiftly on the complaint, the CBI laid
atraponJuly 16 and apprehended the accused
while he was allegedly demanding and accept-
ing the bribe amount of Rs.30,000. The accused
was caught red-handed during the operation.

The CBI has taken the accused into custody;,
and furtherinvestigation is underway toascer-
tain the full extent of the alleged corruption
and whether any other officials were involved
in the case.

The successful trap operation reflects the
CBI's continued efforts to crack down on cor-
ruption in public offices and ensure transpar-
ency and accountability in the implementation
of government welfare and infrastructure
projects. (KNC)

Govtl. establishes.....

coordination with the national cybercrime
framework.

According to order issued by home depart-
ment, the JK4C will be headed by an officer of
the rank of Inspector General of Police (IGP),
who will function as the Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of the Centre.

As part of the restructuring, the subject of
cybercrime hasbeen detached fromthe Crime
Wing of J&K Police and will henceforth be
exclusively handled by the JK4C.

The Government has further ordered that
the existing two Zonal Cyber Crime Investiga-
tion Centres of Excellence (CICEs)and 23 District
Cyber Police Stations shall become integral
components of the JK4C, thereby creating a
unified and coordinated institutional mecha-
nism for tackling cybercrime across the Union
Territory.

The order also stipulates that the proposal
for creation of various posts required for the
functioning of the JK4C shall be processed
separately in accordance with the prescribed
procedure after completion of all requisite
formalities.

Pending the creation and regular filling of
sanctioned posts, the Police Headquarters, J&K,
hasbeendirected to deploy the required num-
ber of police personnel of the rank of Deputy
Superintendent of Police (DySP) and below from
the existing police strength to ensure the Cen-
tre becomes operational without delay.

The Government has also approved the orga-
nizational structure, tentative staff strength,
operational framework, workflow of various
verticals,and the functions and responsibilities
of different divisions and units of the JK4C, as
detailed in the annexure accompanying the
Government Order.

The establishment of the JK4Cis expected to
significantly enhance the Union Territory’s
preparedness toaddress emerging cyber threats,
improve inter-agency coordination, strength-

encybercrimeinvestigations,and provide
amore robustinstitutional framework for
safeguarding citizens against cyber-
enabled offences.

Wular Lake's.....

waste does not reach the lake," he said.

Under the initiative, Material Recovery
Facilities (MRFs) will be established to
scientifically collect, segregate and process
solid waste generated in villages around
the lake. The project aims to intercept
waste atits source and significantly reduce
pollution entering one of Asia's largest
freshwater lakes.

Wani urged residents of villages in the
Woaular basin to take ownership of waste
management and work collectively
towards making their communities mod-
els of environmental responsibility. He
said government agencies would comple-
ment these effortsby creating the required
infrastructure and strengthening mea-
sures to prevent waste from polluting the
lake.

Highlighting the issue of legacy waste,
the CCF said the government, along with
the concerned departments, would under-
take scientific remediation of old dumping
sites. He referred tothe ongoing restoration
of the Zalwan dumping site in Bandipora,
where authorities are implementing court
directionsto clearaccumulated waste and
restore the area.

He said the Wular Conservation and
Management Authority, in collaboration
with the Forest Department, isimplement-
ing the lake's comprehensive conservation
plan with equal emphasis on ecological
restoration, sustainable tourismand live-
lihood generation for local communities.

Emphasising that infrastructure alone
cannotensure the lake's protection, Wani
said meaningful and sustained public
participation would determine the success
of conservation efforts. He stressed that
responsible waste management practices
atthevillage level are essential to preserv-
ing Wular Lake for future generations.

Lakhanpur To.....

The minister, whowasaccorded awarm
welcome by street food vendors and trad-
ers during his visit to the Lakhanpur Ven-
dors Market, said the Narendra Modi
government has, for the first time, pri-
oritised the welfare of street vendors
through a dedicated national scheme.

Addressing vendors and traders, Singh
said successive governments had ignored
the concerns of street vendors, but the PM
SVANidhi scheme has brought them into
the mainstream by providing financial
assistance, dignity and sustainable liveli-
hood opportunities.

He said Lakhanpur's selection in the
first phase of the Street Food Hub initiative
reflects the government's commitment
toempowering small vendors while creat-
ingorganised, hygienic and visitor-friend-
ly vending spaces.

According to the minister, the proposed
Street Food Hub will be developed in two
clusters near the old bus stand and the
Sales Tax Office in Lakhanpur market.
Spread over 1,754.25 square metres, the
project will provide modernvendinginfra-
structure while promoting Dogra cuisine
and other regional delicacies.

Located at the gateway to Jammu and
Kashmir from Pathankot and on the route
to the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi shrine,
Lakhanpur witnesses heavy movement
oftourists, pilgrims and transit travellers,
making it an ideal location for the proj-
ect, he said.

Singh said the government had
received 126 proposals from 32 states
and Union Territories covering 106 Urban
Local Bodies and seven Census Towns,
with Lakhanpur being selected in the
first phase.

The Union minister also announced
that alandmark gateway to Jammu and
Kashmir, along with beautification works
at Lakhanpur, will be developed at an
estimated cost of over Rs 1.5 crore.

He said part of the funding would come
from his Members of Parliament Local
Area Development Scheme (MPLADS)
allocation, while the remaining amount
would be mobilised from other available
resources.

During the visit, Singh inaugurated a
statue of Maharaja Gulab Singh at Lakhan-
pur, describing it as a tribute to the Dogra
ruler's contribution to nation-building and
the history of Jammu and Kashmir.

Referring to major infrastructure proj-
ects in the region, the minister said the
long-delayed Shahpur Kandi project has
become operational, while work on the
Ujh Multipurpose Project is expected to
begin soon after the project reaches the
final stage of approvals.

He said the Ujh project, pending for
decades, would significantly improve
irrigation facilities in Kathua, Sambaand
parts of Jammudistrict besides ensuring
better utilisation of water resources.

Singh also said approvals have been
obtained for naming Kathua railway
station after Shaheed Captain Sunil
Sharma and expressed confidence that

the formal process would be completed
shortly.

On the issue of shifting the vehicle
fitness testing facility from Kathua to
Samba, the minister said the move was
necessitated by the establishment of a
modern automated testing facility at
Samba and added that a similar facility
for Kathua was under consideration.

Localvendors thanked the Union min-
ister for securing the Street Food Hub
project for Lakhanpur, saying it would
provide a cleaner, organised and digni-
fied working environment while improv-
ing facilities for pilgrims, tourists and
other visitors.

Chief Secretary.....

formulation of the policy by suitably
refined itand incorporating the sugges-
tions received during the meeting so
that a comprehensive and well-struc-
tured policy document is finalised with-
in the next month.

Referring to global best practices, the
Chief Secretary cited the World Bank's
well-established STEP model, describing
itasadynamic and self-evolving frame-
work that enables efficient project exe-
cution with minimal procedural hurdles.
He called for developing a similar insti-
tutional model tailored to the unique
requirements, administrative structure
and developmental priorities of Jammu
and Kashmir.

The Chief Secretary further directed
CITaG to proactively identify a pipeline
of viable PPP projects across sectors and
simultaneously establish a robust insti-
tutional mechanismand implementation
framework to facilitate their timely
execution once the policy is notified.

Speaking during the meeting, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Finance, Shailen-
dra Kumar, observed that the overarch-
ing objective of the proposed policy is
toleverage private investment for creat-
ing public assets and delivering quality
public services for the welfare of the
people. He emphasised that while draw-
ing from national and international best
practices, the policy should remain
rooted in the local context, addressing
Jammu and Kashmir's unique develop-
mental priorities, challenges and oppor-
tunities.

Earlier the Chief Executive Officer,
CITaG, gave a detailed presentation on
the proposed policy framework, high-
lighting the prevailing PPP landscape
across the country and the existing sce-
nario in Jammu and Kashmir. The pre-
sentation outlined the need for a com-
prehensive, transparent and
investor-friendly policy to position the
Union Territory as a preferred destination
for private investment in key sectors.

The presentation proposed a stream-
lined regulatory framework aimed at
reducing procedural bottlenecks by
facilitating timely statutory approvals,
including No Objection Certificates
(NOCs), environmental clearances and
other mandatory permissions, thereby
making the investment process more
efficient, predictable and less cumber-
some for prospective investors.

It further envisaged a multi-sectoral
institutional mechanism with clearly
defined roles and responsibilities to
facilitate appraisal, approval, monitoring
and implementation of PPP projects
through a coordinated government
setup, ensuring time-bound decision-
making and seamless project execution.

The proposed policy identified sev-
eral high-potential sectors for PPP inter-
ventionsin Jammu and Kashmir, includ-
ing urban infrastructure, solid waste
management, agriculture, food process-
ing, energy, power, tourism, hospitality
and healthcare, where private participa-
tion can significantly enhance service
delivery, infrastructure creation and
economic growth.

The presentation also elaborated upon
the proposed framework for identifica-
tion and prioritisation of projects, trans-
action structuring, operational modalities,
legal architecture, governance safeguards,
grievance redressal mechanism and a
well-defined institutional hierarchy with
clearly delineated powers and responsi-
bilities to ensure transparency, account-
ability and effective implementation.

During the deliberations, the Adminis-
trative Secretaries and Heads of Depart-
ments offered valuable suggestions and
sector-specific feedback for further
strengthening the proposed policy frame-
work, with emphasis on making it practi-
cal,implementation-oriented and aligned
with the developmental aspirations of
Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting concluded with a consen-
sus to further refine the draft policy by
incorporating the suggestions received
from various departments and to evolve
a comprehensive, transparent and inves-
tor-friendly PPP framework capable of
unlocking private investment, accelerating
infrastructure development and fostering
sustainable economic growth in Jammu
and Kashmir.
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JKTPO showcases J&K's textile heritage at Bharat Tex
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2026; New Zealand Minister visits J&K pavilion
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NEW DELHI, JULY 17: The
Jammu & Kashmir Trade Promo-
tion Organisation (JKTPO), under
theaegis of the Industries & Com-
merce Department, government
of Jammu and Kashmir, success-
fully showcased the region'srich
handloom, handicraftand textile
heritage at Bharat Tex 2026, held
from 14-17 July 2026 at Bharat
Mandapam, New Delhi. The event
provided a premier internation-
alplatform for the manufacturers,
exporters, buyers, designers and
sourcing agencies from across
the globe.

Approximately 20 exhibitors
fromacross Jammu and Kashmir
participated under the J&K
Pavilion (Hall No. 11, Ground
Floor), presenting animpressive
collection of traditional and
contemporary textile products
before thousands of domestic
and international buyers,
exporters, retailers, sourcing

—_— et

products

f@ @headlinestodaydaily

betweenIndiaand New Zealand.

Speaking on the successful
participation, Managing Director,
JKTPO, stated that participation
in such events reflects JKTPO's
continued commitment to pro-
vide global market exposure to
the artisans, weavers and entre-
preneurs of the Union Territory.
The overwhelming response
received at the J]&K Pavilion dem-
onstrates the growing apprecia-
tion for our GI-tagged products
and traditional crafts. Such
national and international plat-
formsplayavitalrolein connect-
ing our producers with buyers,
promoting exports, strengthen-
ing sustainable livelihoods and
positioning Jammu and Kashmir
as a leading destination for pre-
mium handloom and handicraft

Throughout the four-day exhi-
bition, the J&K Pavilion witnessed
encouraging footfall frombuyers,
exporters, retailers, designers,
sourcing agencies and textile

e e _—_——
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PhysicsWallah (PW)
Celebrates Student
Performance in
NEET 2026

B HT NEWS NETWORK

styles.

Shah

Additionally, an
event was held in Sri-
nagar, celebrating the
strong performance
of students. Junaid
(AIR1864 ),
Rooman Manzoor

agencies, designers and industry
stakeholders.

The pavilion showcased an
extensive range of premium
handmade products, including
Gl-tagged Pashmina shawls, GI-
tagged Kani shawls, GI-tagged
Kashmiri carpets, handmade GI
Pashmina rugs, fine wool stoles,
shawls, scarves, chainstitchrugs,
handcrafted bags and several
other authentic products repre-

sans, weavers, cooperatives and
MSMEs to showcase their prod-
ucts, establish valuable business
linkages and explore new domes-
tic and international market
opportunities.

Amajor highlight of the exhibi-
tion was the visit of Hon. Mark
Patterson, New Zealand's Minis-
ter for Rural Communities and

wasaccompanied by Mr. Mathew
Ayers, Deputy High Commis-
sioner of New Zealand, Mr. Andy
Caugheyof Wool Impact Limited,
Aotearoa New Zealand; Dr.
Romesh Khajuria, Chairman,
(JKWDMA), Mr. R.C. Khanna,
Chairman, WWEPC; Mr. H.S.
Bhalla, Vice Chairman, WWEPC

and appreciated the exquisite
craftsmanship, rich handloom
traditions and exceptional qual-
ity of the products displayed by
theartisans of Jammu & Kashmir.
The delegation was briefed on the
Jammu and Kashmir’s rich heri-
tage in wool, pashmina, hand-
loom and handicrafts and textile

professionals fromIndiaand over-
seas, generating significant busi-
ness enquiries and opening new
avenues for market expansion for
participating enterprises.

The visit of the New Zealand
delegation further highlighted
the growing scope for interna-
tional collaboration in the wool
and textile sector. Thisreaffirmed
the shared commitment of both
sides to explore mutually benefi-

(AIR2633)andIkhlaq
Mohammad Lone
(AIR 3156), amongst
others, were some of the high-performing students
of PhysicsWallah in the city.

“Iam so happy to see my hard work pay off,” said
Ravikant Diwakar. “PW’s batches completely cleared
up all my confusion. The teachers explained the
concepts so well that I actually understood the
logic behind the formulas instead of just memoris-
ing them. WheneverIgot stuck onatough problem,

senting the unparalleled crafts-
manship and cultural richness of
Jammu and Kashmir. The par-
ticipation enabled the local arti-

Associate Minister for Agriculture
and Regional Development, to
the J&K Pavilion. The delegation

Director, WWEPC.

and Mr. Sanjay Chawla, Executive

During the visit, the delegation
interacted with the exhibitors

products, promoting sustainable
value chains, technology
exchange and enhancing trade
and investment opportunities

cial partnerships supporting
innovation, sustainability, value
addition and market develop-

J&K Govt Reshuffles
17 Information Department
Officers; Shabir Ahmad Bhat
Appointed Field Publicity
Officer, Kashmir
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 17: The Jammu and Kashmir Govern-
ment on Friday ordered a major administrative reshuffle in
the Information Department, transferring and posting 17
officers across the Union Territory with immediate effect.

The transfers were ordered through Government Order
No. 28-JK(ID) of 2026 dated July 17, 2026, issued by the
Information Department, Civil Secretariat, in the interest
of administration.

Under the new postings, Shabir Ahmad Bhat has been
appointed as Field Publicity Officer, Kashmir, while Showkat
Hussain Ganie (JKAS) has been transferred and posted as
District Information Officer (DIO), Kulgam. Sajad Ahmad
Shah has been appointed as the new District Information

Officer, Shopian. The order, issued by Commissioner/Sec-
retary to the Government, Alice Vaz (IAS), also provides for
thetransferand posting of several other District Information
Officers, Editorsand Information Officers atvariouslocations
across Jammuand Kashmiras partofawideradministrative
reorganisation aimed at strengthening the functioning of
the department.

In his new role, Shabir Ahmad Bhat will be responsible for
coordinatingfield publicityand publicoutreachactivitiesacross
Kashmir.Showkat Hussain Ganie, whowaspreviously serving
as DIO Shopian, will now head the department in Kulgam,
while Sajad Ahmad Shah will take over as DIO Shopian.

The government has directed that all officers covered
underthe transfer order shallbe deemed relieved from their
present places of posting with immediate effect to enable
them to assume their new assignments without delay.
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DC Kupwara inaugurates Aadhar Seva Kendra
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KUPWARA, JULY 17: Unique
Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI) has operationalised a new
UIDAI Aadhaar Seva Kendra (ASK)
at Kupwara, marking another sig-
nificant step towards strengthen-
ing resident-centric Aadhaar ser-
vices in the Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir.

The UIDAI Aadhaar Seva Ken-
dra was inaugurated by Deputy
Commissioner, Kupwara, Shrikant
Suse, in the presence of Chief Plan-
ning Officer, Kupwara, Parvaiz
Ahmad Lone. The inauguration
ceremony was hosted by UIDAI
Regional Office, Chandigarh and
attended by V. Siva Subramanian,
Deputy Director, UIDAIL and Shoaib
Mohmad Khan, State Project Man-
ager, UIDAIL Representatives from
service provider, Rajnish Mehta,

Regional Manager BLS Interna-
tional; Peer Mubashir Shah, Clus-
ter Manager, and Aijaz Ahmad Wani,
Operations Manager were also
present on the occasion.

The newly established Kupwara
Aadhaar Seva Kendra is equipped
with four operational Aadhaar enrol-
ment and update Kkits to provide
seamless Aadhaar-related services
toresidents. The centre offers acom-
prehensive range of Aadhaar ser-
vices under one roof, including new
enrolment, demographic updates,
biometric updates, document veri-
fication, correction of Aadhaar details,
and grievance redressal.

The Aadhaar Seva Kendra func-
tions on all working days except
public holidays, ensuring greater
accessibility, convenience, and an
enhanced service experience for
residents of Kupwara and the sur-
rounding areas. During his visit,

the Deputy Commissioner inter-
acted withresidentsavailing Aadhaar
services and the staff at the centre.
Hereviewed the Aadhaar enrolment
and update procedures and appre-
ciated the efforts being made to
provide efficient, transparent, and
citizen-friendly services.

UIDAl officials informed the Dep-
uty Commissioner that the centre has
beendesignedasafullyinclusive and
resident-friendly facility withameni-
ties such as wheelchair accessibility,
accessible washrooms, comfortable
waiting areas,and a dedicated griev-
anceredressal mechanism. Residents
can also conveniently book appoint-
ments online for Aadhaar services
through the UIDAIAadhaar Appoint-
ment Portal. Mandatory Biometric
Updates (MBU) for eligible children
aged5to 17 yearsare currently being
provided free of cost up to 30 Sep-
tember 2026.

journey ahead.”

SRINAGAR, JULY 17: Education company Physic-
sWallah(PW)hasannouncedits NEET 2026 results,
with multiple students securing spots in the top
NEET All India Rank (AIR).

Ravikant Diwakar (AIR 55), Shivansh Anand (AIR
152), Divyansh Jaiswal (AIR 173),and Sakshi Kumari
(AIR192) were some of the high-performing students,
toname afew. These achievements are a testament
to the flexibility of the learning ecosystem that PW
tries to provide, with students securing high scores
througheitheronline
courses or offline,
tech-enabled PW
Vidyapeeth centres,
depending on their
individual prefer-
ences and learning

the video explanations showed me the right steps
instantly, which saved me a lot of time.”

“Getting this score feels amazing, and I'm glad all
my effort worked out,” said Shivansh Anand. “The
biggest help for me was the daily practice papers.
Taking those regular tests taught me exactly how
to pace myselfand manage my time without panick-
ing. The teachers also helped clear my doubts and
showed me where I was making mistakes, which
helped me fix them before the real exam.”

Alakh Pandey, Founder and CEO of PhysicsWallah
(PW), said, “Congratulations to every NEET 2026
aspirant who poured their hard work, discipline,
and heartinto this journey. Your dedication is truly
commendable. To those celebrating their results
today, your success is well-earned. And to those
who fell short of their goals, remember that this
exam is just a single milestone, not the measure of
your worth or your future. Your potential is vast,
and this is merely one chapter in a long, successful

PhysicsWallah’s (PW)approach to NEET coaching
is built on offering accessible, affordable, and high-
quality learning. The platform integrates tech-led
solutions such as daily practice questions, mock
tests with video solutions, 24x7 doubt resolution,
and Al-personalised revision journeys, ensuring
that students stay on track, regardless of their loca-
tion or background. This year, approximately 20
lakh students appeared for NEET (UG) 2026, with
11.21 lakh candidates qualifying for admission to
various undergraduate medical programmes.

Chief Secretary Focuses on EoDB Reforms in J&K

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR,JULY 17: Chief Sec-
retary, Atal Dulloo, today chaired
a high-level meeting to review
the best practices adopted by
leading Statesin promoting Ease
of Doing Business(EoDB)and Ease
of Living, with a view to examin-
ing their suitability forimplemen-
tation in Jammu & Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by
various Administrative Secretar-
ies and senior officers of the con-
cerned departments.

At the outset, the Chief Secre-
tarywas givendetailed presenta-
tions on the governance and
regulatory reforms undertaken
by the States of Maharashtraand
Gujarat, highlighting theirinitia-
tivesaimed at creatingabusiness-
friendly ecosystem through sim-
plification of procedures, digital
governance, regulatory reforms
and citizen-centric service deliv-
ery.

The presentations outlined a
widerange of initiatives adopted
by the two States, including
reduction in regulatory compli-
ances, elimination of redundant

procedures, end-to-end digitiza-
tion of government services,
strengthening of single-window
systems, rationalization of
inspections, decriminalization of
minorregulatory offences, inves-
tor facilitation mechanisms, time-
bound service delivery, simplifi-
cation of land and
construction-related approvals
and adoption of technology-
driven governance models.

The reforms implemented
under the Business Reform Action
Plan(BRAP), District BRAP, dereg-
ulationinitiativesand Jan Vishwas
framework were also highlighted
during the meeting.

Reviewing the reforms pre-
sented during the meeting, the
Chief Secretary observed that
Jammu & Kashmir has already
undertaken several governance
reforms over the past few years
and now needs to furtheracceler-
ate the pace of administrative
transformation by adopting
proven national best practices
suited to the Union Territory's
governance framework.

He stressed thatreformsaimed
atimprovingEase of Living should

complement economic reforms
by ensuring hassle-free access to
government services, minimizing
procedural delays and enhancing
public satisfaction.

The Chief Secretary empha-
sized thatimmediate focus should
be laid on rationalization and
whitelisting of services, further
simplification of regulatory pro-
cesses, decriminalization of
minor offences and undertaking
the necessary amendments in
the relevant Acts, Rules and reg-
ulationstocreate amore enabling
and investor-friendly ecosystem.

Addressing the officers, the
Chief Secretary observed that
sustained and well-directed
reformsinvariably translate into
greater investor confidence and
increased investments. He said
that several States and UTs have
emerged as frontrunnersin gov-
ernance reforms and service
delivery, and Jammu & Kashmir
should proactively emulate such
provenbest practicesrather than
reinventing the wheel.

He remarked that there are
NUMEerous success stories across
the country that offer valuable

learning opportunities for the UT.
By adopting these tested models
and adapting them to local
requirements, J&K canaccelerate
itsreform agenda while avoiding
duplication of effortand ensuring
faster outcomes.

Hedirected the Centre for Inno-
vation, Transformation and Gov-
ernance (CITaG) to undertake a
comprehensive assessmentof the
reformsalready implementedin
the Union Territory vis-a-vis
those adopted by leading States,
and accordingly prepare a road-
map outlining the future course
of action. He stressed that such
an assessment should clearly
identify the existing gaps and
prioritize reforms that can be
implementedin the daystocome.

Underscoring the importance
of adopting an investor-centric
approach, the Chief Secretary said
that all reforms must be viewed
fromthe perspective of entrepre-
neurs and investors rather than
from the standpoint of govern-
ment departments. He main-
tained that governance systems
should be designed to make com-
pliance simpler, approvals faster

and service delivery more effi-
cient and transparent.

He further impressed upon
CITaG to formulate acomprehen-
sive, well-defined and time-
bound action plan with clearly
identifiable milestones and mea-
surable outcomes forimplemen-
tation of these reformsinJammu
& Kashmir. He also directed the
organisation to maintain close
coordination with the concerned
authorities in Maharashtra and
Gujarat to gain a deeper under-
standing of their reform pro-
cesses,implementation strategies
andinstitutional mechanisms so
that the best practices can be
effectively adapted to the needs
of the Union Territory.

The meeting concluded witha
consensus that the adoption of
proven governance models from
across the country, suitably cus-
tomized to local requirements,
would significantly strengthen
institutional efficiency, enhance
investor confidence and further
the Government's vision of
achieving higher standards of
Ease of Doing Business and Ease
of Living in Jammu & Kashmir.
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DC Ganderbal reviews arrangements for
Independence Day-2026 celebrations

®  HT NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL, JULY 17: Depu-
ty Commissioner (DC) Ganderbal,
JatinKishore today chaired a high-
level meeting to review arrange-
ments for the smooth and befitting
celebration of the forthcoming
Independence Day across the dis-
trict.Reviewing department-wise
preparedness, the DC stressed
close coordination among all
stakeholders to ensure that the
national festivalis celebrated with
dignity, enthusiasm and active
public participation.

The meetingreviewed arrange-
ments for the district-level func-
tionat Qamaria Stadium, Gander-
bal, including security, traffic
management, seating, parking
arrangements, barricading, san-
itation, drinking water, uninter-
rupted power supply with back-
up, medical facilities, fire and
emergency services, publicaddress

system, transportation, hospital-
ity, illumination of government
buildings and other logistical
requirements.

It was informed that the Na-
tional Flag will be hoisted by the
Chief Guest, followed by a march
past by contingents of District
Police, CRPF, Armed Police, SSB,
Police Training School Manigam,
Forest Protection Force and stu-
dentsfromeducationalinstitutions.
Patriotic cultural performances
by school students will also be
presented.

The DC directed all depart-
ments tocomplete assigned works
wellbefore the scheduled rehears-
alsand ensure proper illumination
of the Mini Secretariat and other
government offices, bridges and
clock tower to ensure a festive
atmosphere during the festival.

Heinstructed that special cul-
tural programmes highlighting
patriotism, social harmony and

awareness under Nasha Mukt
Abhiyanbe organised while show-
casing the district's rich cultural
heritage.The full dress rehearsal
will be held on August 13 ahead
of the main celebrations on August
15.The Chief Medical Officer was
directed to deploy medical teams
and ambulances during rehears-
alsand the main event, while the
Municipal Council was asked to
ensure cleanliness and sanitation.
Departments concerned were
instructed to provide uninter-
rupted drinking water, electric-
ity and other essential facilities.
The DC directed the District
Information Officer to ensure ef-
fective public address arrange-
ments and wide dissemination of
the Flag Code. He also asked all
departments toinstall hoardings
highlighting their major devel-
opmental achievements and pre-
pare jhankis (tableaux) showcas-
ing the district's development

journey, innovative initiatives and
public welfare programmes.

Emphasising wider public par-
ticipation, the DC said Indepen-
dence Day is an occasion to cel-
ebrate the nation's unity, demo-
craticvalues and collective prog-
ress. He directed the Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate, Kangan, all
Tehsildars and concerned officers
toensure enthusiastic celebrations
at subdivision, tehsil, block, Pan-
chayat, ULB level and in all edu-
cational institutions so that the
spirit of the national festival
reachesevery corner of Ganderbal.

The meeting was attended by
the Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner, Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officers of Wular Manas-
bal Development Authority and
Sonamarg Development Author-
ity, Superintending Engineers of
KPDCL, PW (R&B), senior officers
of civil .

LCMA shares Dal Lake restoration,
weed management expertise with LDA Manipur

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 17: A delegation
from the Loktak Development Author-
ity (LDA) Imphal, Manipur led by its
Project Director, Heisnam Balkrishna
visited the Lake Conservation and Man-
agement Authority (LCMA), Srinagar to
study the functioning of the Authority
and its initiatives for the conservation
and management of Dal Lake and ex-
change the experiences in management
of waterbodies.

The delegation called on the Vice
Chairman, J&RKLCMA, Khurshid Ahmad
Shah, and held discussions on lake con-
servation, aquatic weed management,
ecological restoration, environmental
monitoring, and other technical aspects
of lake management.

During the interaction, the Vice
Chairman briefed the delegation on the
organizational structure, mandate and
functioning of LCMA and highlighted
the scientificand sustainable interven-
tions being implemented for the res-
toration and long-term conservation
of Dal Lake.

He emphasized that such interac-
tions among lake management agen-

cies facilitate the exchange of techni-
cal knowledge, innovative practices
and field experience, thereby strength-
ening conservation efforts across the
country.

During a technical session attended
by senior officers, engineers, and sci-
entists of LCMA, the visiting team was
apprised of ongoing restoration works,
mechanized weed harvesting, environ-
mental monitoring and other conserva-
tion initiatives.

The delegation also expressed keen
interestin the floating jettiesinstalled
by LCMA at various locations of Dal
Lake and explored the possibility of
introducing similar infrastructure in
Loktak Lake.

The delegation later visited Dal Lake
to oversee the weed management op-
erations, restoration activities and
floating jetties being undertaken by
JKLCMA.

The visit concluded with both or-
ganizations reaffirming their com-
mitment to continued technical co-
operation and the exchange of best
practices for the conservation and
sustainable management of Dal Lake
and Loktak Lake.

Commissioner SMC inspects
Integrated Animal Birth Control
Centre at Tengpora
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 17: Commissioner, Srinagar
Municipal Corporation (SMC), Faz Lul Haseeb, to-
day conducted acomprehensive inspection of the
Integrated Animal Birth Control (ABC) Centre and
Cattle Pond at Tengpora to review the functioning
of the Corporation’s stray animal management
facilities and assess ongoing measures aimed at
strengthening animal welfare, public health, and
urban sanitation.

The Commissioner was accompanied by the
Joint Commissioner (Administration), Executive
Engineers, DFO SMC and other senior officers of
the Corporation.

During the visit, the Commissioner reviewed
the implementation of the Animal Birth Control
Programme, including the sterilization and anti-
rabies vaccination of stray dogs in accordance with
the Animal Birth Control Rules and the guidelines
of the Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI). He
also inspected the veterinary infrastructure, op-
eration theatres, post-operative recovery units,
cattle shelters, feeding arrangements, sanitation
facilities,and other essential supportinfrastructure
at the integrated complex.

Interacting with veterinary professionals and
field personnel, Commissioner emphasized strict
adherence to prescribed animal welfare protocols
and directed the concerned officers to ensure
scientific, humane, and efficient management of
stray dogs and cattle while maintaining the high-
est standards of veterinary care, hygiene, and
sanitation. The Commissioner directed the officers
toundertake extensive plantation across the prem-
ises to improve the environmental ambience of
the facility and stressed the need for intensive
sanitation and regular upkeep of all sections. He
further instructed that appropriate signage be
installed at all functional units to facilitate better
identification and operational efficiency. To
strengthen animal care services, he also directed
the establishment of a modern feed preparation
and distribution facility with a robust inventory
and stock monitoring system to ensure the time-
ly availability and efficient management of animal
feed.Highlighting the importance of the integrat-
ed facility, the Commissioner observed that it is a
vital component of the Corporation’s strategy for
scientificand humane stray animal management,
contributing significantly to public health, rabies
control, environmental hygiene, and sustainable
urban governance. He reaffirmed SMC’s commit-
ment to continuously upgrading the facility through
modern infrastructure, improved operational
systems, and best management practices.

The inspection forms part of Srinagar Munici-
pal Corporation’s sustained efforts to modernize
civic infrastructure, promote responsible animal
welfare practices, and build a cleaner, safer.

SKUAST-K VC Chairs 13th Scientific Advisory Committee Meeting of KVK Anantnag
Inaugurates state of Art High-Density Cherry and Apple Orchard
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ANANTNAG, JULY 17: Vice
Chancellor of Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural Sci-
ences and Technology of Kashmir
(SKUAST-K), Prof. Nazir Ahmad
Ganie, on Friday chaired the 13th
Scientific Advisory Committee
(SAC) Meeting of Krishi Vigyan
Kendra(KVK),Anantnagtoreview
the centre’s achievements and
discuss future strategies for
strengthening the agricultural
sector.

Among others the meeting
was attended by Director Exten-
sion, SKUAST-K, Dr.Rehana Habib
Kanth; Registrar, SKUAST-K, Prof.
Azmat Alam; Associate Director
Research (ADR), Khudwani Cen-
tre, Dr. Najeeb Rehman; Head,
KVKAnantnag, Dr.IshtiyaqKhan;
heads of other KVKs from South
Kashmir, Chief Agriculture Of-
ficer Anantnag Shahnawaz Ah-
mad Shah, Subject Matter Spe-
cialist Horticulture Department
Anantnag, scientists, agri-en-
trepreneurs and progressive
farmers.

During the meeting, Dr. Ishti-
yaqKhan,Head, KVK Anantnag,

presented a comprehensive
progress report of the Kendra
through a PowerPoint presenta-
tion, highlighting its achieve-
ments, ongoing programmes,
extension activities and future
roadmap. Members of the Sci-
entific Advisory Committee held
detailed deliberations on the

functioning of KVK Anantnag
and suggested measures to fur-
ther enhance its outreach and
impactamong the farming com-
munity.

On the occasion, Prof. Nazir
Ahmad Ganie inaugurated a
High-Density Cherry and High
density apple Orchardsdeveloped

by KVK Anantnag under HADP
as part of its efforts to promote
modern horticultural practices
in the region.

The Vice Chancellor also re-
leased the Annual Progress
Report and Action plan of KVK
Anantnag, showcasing the in-
stitution’saccomplishments over

the past year.

Addressing the gathering,
Prof. Ganie said that SKUAST-K,
through its network of Krishi
Vigyan Kendras, has played a
transformative role in bringing
scientificinnovations and mod-
ern technologies to farmers,
leading to significant improve-
ments in the agriculture and
horticulture sectors across Kash-
mir

He said that after the suc-
cessful promotion of high-den-
sity apple cultivation, the uni-
versity has now initiated the
promotion of high-density
cherry orchards and scientific
watermelon cultivation through
KVKAnantnag,aiming to diver-
sify farm income and enhance
productivity.

The Vice Chancellor also in-
teracted withagri-entrepreneurs,
who shared their innovative
farming tools & models, success
stories and experiences. He ap-
preciated their efforts and en-
couraged them to continue
adopting technology-drivenand
market-oriented farming prac-
tices, assuring them of continued
support from SKUAST-K.

DC Ganderbal reviews arrangements for Urs Mubarak of

Hazrat Qamar-Ud-Din Bukhari (RA)

B HT NEWS NETWORK

required for the smooth and suc-

in and around the shrine premises,

DC Samba reviews preparations for
Independence Day 2026 celebrations

m HT NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL, JULY 18: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Ganderbal, Jatin
Kishore today convened a meeting
of district officers to review and
finalize the necessary arrangements
for the upcoming Urs Mubarak of
Hazrat Qamar-Ud-Din Bukhari(RA)
to be held in Ganderbal.

Representatives of Qamaria Au-
gafTrustinformed during the meet-
ing that the week-long Urs Mubarak
will commence from the 21st of July
while the main Urs day shall be ob-
served on 25th. The main congrega-
tion is expected to witness a sig-
nificant gathering of devotees at the
revered shrine of Hazrat Qamar-Ud-
Din Bukhari (RA) in Reshipora Sa-
loora.

A detailed discussion was held
regarding the various arrangements

cessful conductofthereligious event.

The meeting finalized compre-
hensive plans related to uninter-
rupted power supply, safe drinking
water, medical facilities, fire safety,
transport and parking, sanitation,
security, and traffic regulation.

The DC directed all concerned
departments to ensure that all ar-
rangements are put in place well
before the commencement of the
Urs to provide a smooth, safe, and
comfortable experience for the
devotees.The Fire & Emergency Ser-
vices Department was instructed
to deploy fire tender at the venue,
while the Health Department was
asked to station an ambulance with
adequate emergency medicines and
medical staff.

The Municipal Council Ganderbal
was directed to maintain cleanliness

including the approach roads.

To ensure safety and order dur-
ing the large gatherings, the Police
and Traffic Departments were tasked
with maintaining security and man-
aging trafficregulations effectively.
The ARTO was asked to ensure
proper transport and parking ar-
rangements for the convenience of
the devotees.The Executive Engineer
KPDCL was directed to ensure un-
interrupted power supply during
the Urs days and to keep a generator
set ready as backup.

DC assured the representatives
of Qamaria AuqafTrust that the dis-
trict administration is committed
to ensuring that all necessary fa-
cilities are in place to facilitate a
peaceful and spiritually enriching
experience for the devotees par-
ticipating in the Urs Mubarak.

Food Safety Department intensifies enforcement
drive, 95 inspections conducted across UT

48 food samples lifted for quality, safety and labelling compliance

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 17: Con-
tinuing its efforts to safeguard
public health and enhance con-
sumer confidence, the Food
Safety Department, Jammu &
Kashmir, has intensified its
enforcement and surveillance
activities across the Union Ter-
ritory.

The organization is under-
taking sustained inspections

®© 00 ©

and enforcement sampling to
ensure that food available in
the marketis safe, wholesome,
and compliant with the provi-
sions of the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006.

As part of the enforcement
drive, 95 inspections were con-
ducted across all districts of
the Union Territory. During the
inspections, 48 food samples
were lifted for analysis to ver-
ify their quality, safety, and

compliance with prescribed
food safety standards. In addi-
tion, samples were collected
for label scrutiny to ensure
adherence to mandatory label-
ling requirements and to pro-
tect consumers from mislead-
ing claims and misbranded food
products.

The food samples collected
comprised of Edible Oils, Spic-
es,Honey, Cereal Products, Milk
& Milk Products, Sugar, Sweets

& Confectionery (SBC), and
Prepared Foods.

The analytical results of
these samples will determine
their conformity with the pre-
scribed standards, and strict
legal action shall be initiated
against Food Business Opera-
tors found violating the Food
Safety and Standards Act, 2006
and the regulations framed
thereunder.

The Organization also ap-

pealed to consumers to remain
vigilant while purchasing food
products by checking manu-
facturing and expiry dates,
ensuring proper labelling, and
purchasing only from licensed
food business operators. Con-
sumers have been requested
toreportany suspected unsafe
or adulterated food product
through Toll-Free Helpline No.
104 or email at cfsjandk.fnd@
jk.gov.in.

SAMBA, JULY 17: Deputy Commissioner Sam-
ba Ayushi Sudan today chaired a meeting with
district officers to review the arrangements for
the smooth, dignified and successful celebration
of Independence Day 2026 across the district.

During the meeting, the Deputy Commission-
er conducted a comprehensive review of prepara-
tions for the main function to be held at Rani Suchet
Singh Sports Stadium, Samba. She directed all
concerned departments to complete theirassigned
works well in advance and ensure seamless coor-
dination for the successful conduct of the nation-
al event.

The DCinstructed the concerned departments
to ensure proper sanitation and cleanliness at the
venue and its surrounding areas. She also direct-
ed the Power Development Department to ensure
uninterrupted power supply and illumination of
allimportant Government buildings, bridges and
the main venue.The Jal Shakti Department was
asked to make adequate arrangements for safe
drinking water, while the concerned department
was directed to install a robust Public Address
System for the smooth conduct of the programme.

The Education and Youth Services & Sports
Department were instructed to coordinate cul-
tural programmes, march past rehearsals and
other ceremonial activities reflecting the patri-
otic spiritand cultural diversity of the district. The
Deputy Commissioner also stressed strict adher-
ence to the Flag Code of India while displaying the
National Flag at all government offices and public
institutions.The DC asked the Police Department
to put in place comprehensive security, traffic
regulation and parking plans to facilitate smooth
movement of participants and the public. She fur-
therreviewed the arrangements for the felicitation
of distinguished individuals and presentation of
awards during the function.

The Chief Medical Officer was directed to ensure
adequate medical facilities, including deployment
of medical teams, ambulances and emergency
healthcare services at the venue.

00 ¢

CMK



®

CM K

H:AHEADLINES

TODAY

Srinagar, Saturday

18-July-2026

VoiceToThe Voiceless

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

HT - ART & CULTURE

r@ @headlinestodaydaily

“ @headlinestoday

B @headlinestodaynews

5

JKAACL organises musical program to

commemorate birth centenary of Maikash Kashmiri

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JULY 17: To com-
memorate the birth centenary
ofthe eminent Kashmiri, Hindi
and Urduwriter Pt. Kailash Nath
Kaul popularly known as Mai-
kash Kashmiri, the Jammuand
Kashmir Academy of Art, Cul-
ture and Languages (JKAACL),
in collaboration with the Mai-
kash Kashmiri Literary Society
today organized a captivating
musical evening at K.L. Saigal
Hall, Jammu. The event brought
together literary enthusiasts,
artists, scholars and admirers
of the legendary writer to cel-
ebrate hisrichliterary and cul-
turallegacy through musicand
discourse.

Member of Legislative
Assembly Jammu West Arvind
Gupta was the chief guest on
the occasion. In his address, he
paid glowing tributes to Mai-
kash Kashmiri, describing him
as one of the finest literary
voices whose writings tran-
scended linguisticand cultural
boundaries. He said that the
literary and musical heritage of
great personalities like Maikash
Kashmiri should be preserved
and promoted among the
younger generation, as such
initiatives strengthen the cul-

tural fabric of society and
inspire future generations to
remain connected with their
roots. Recalling his childhood
days as a student of Dewan
Badrinath (DBN) School, he
fondly remembered the institu-
tion'srich cultural environment
and appreciated the participa-
tion of its students in paying
homage to the legendary writ-
er through music.

Earlier, Additional Secretary
Jammu and Kashmir Academy
of Art, Culture and Languages

Sonali Arun Gupta welcomed
thedignitaries, artists and audi-
ence on behalf of the Academy.
She highlighted the Academy's
commitment to preservingand
promoting the rich literary,
artistic and cultural traditions
of Jammu and Kashmir. She
remarked that commemorating
the birth centenary of literary
icons such as Maikash Kash-
miri is not merely a tribute to
anindividual but a celebration
of the timeless values of litera-
ture, creativity and cultural

harmony that continue to
inspire society.

The programme commenced
with anintroduction to the life
and literary contributions of
Maikash Kashmiri by Niharika
Sher,a member of the Maikash
Kashmiri Literary Society. This
was followed by an insightful
paper presented by Deepak
Buthki, who eloquently high-
lighted the multifaceted per-
sonality of Maikash Kashmiri
and hisremarkable contribution
to Kashmiri, Hindi and Urdu

literature.

Addingamelodiousbeginning
totheevening,studentsofDewan
Badrinath School, Jammu pre-
sentedagroupsongbasedonthe
writings of Maikash Kashmiri,
which was warmly appreciated
by the audience.

The highlight of the evening
wasamesmerizing musical pre-
sentation by renowned singers
Kashif Nizamiand Shabab Niza-
mi, whoenthralled theaudience
with soulful renditions of Mai-
kash Kashmiri's ghazals and

songs. Their performance beau-
tifullyreflected thelyrical depth
and emotional richness of the
poet'scompositions. The musical
recital was ably supported by
Azhar Shakil on Violin, Zia Khan
onTablaandKazimAlionSaran-
gi,whoseaccompanimentadded
further brilliance to the pro-
gramme.

Following the musical pre-
sentation, the participating
artists and the students of
Dewan Badrinath School were
felicitated by the Chief Guestin

recognition of their outstanding
performances.On the occasion,
Arvind Gupta also honoured
eminent singer Seema Anil Sai-
gal, Kashif Nizami and Shabab
Nizamiby presenting themwith
traditional shawls in recogni-
tion of their distinguished con-
tribution to music. As a token
of gratitude, the Jammu and
Kashmir Academy of Art, Cul-
ture and Languages and Mai-
kash Kashmiri Literary Society
presented a memento to the
MLA for gracing the occasion
and encouraging the promotion
of the region's rich literary and
cultural heritage. The proceed-
ingsofthe eventwere conducted
bynoted writerand broadcaster
Dr. Liagat]afri, whoskillfully con-
nected the various segments of
the programme while highlight-
ing significant milestonesin the
life and literary journey of Mai-
kash Kashmiri.

The programme concluded
with a heartfelt vote of thanks
by Colonel Sanjeev Kaul, son of
Maikash Kashmiri, who
expressed gratitude to the
Jammu and Kashmir Academy
of Art, Culture and Languages,
artists, scholars and all those
present for joining in celebrat-
ing the enduring literary and
musical legacy of his father.

‘Rang Tarang-2026’ Concludes
at lIM Jammu with a Spectacular
Celebration of Creativity, Culture

and Management Education

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JULY 17: The grand performing arts
festival ‘Rang Tarang-2026’ concluded on a vibrant
and inspiring note today at the Mandapam Audito-
rium of IIM Jammu, showcasing 17 outstanding
presentations encompassing theatre, music and
dance. Featuring the participation of more than 150
studentartists, the festival transformed the campus
into a dynamic cultural arena where creativity,
teamwork and artistic excellence came togetherin
a remarkable celebration of talent.

The valedictory function was presided over by
Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, [IM Jammu, who, in his
address, emphasized the growing relevance of arts
and performingartsin contemporary management
education. He observed that while management
institutions are traditionally known for developing
analytical and business acumen, the challenges of
the future demand leaders who possess empathy,
creativity,emotional intelligence and effective com-
municationskills. According to him, the performing
arts provide one of the most powerful platforms for
nurturing these qualities by encouraging collabora-
tion, discipline, confidence,innovation and resilience.

Prof. Sahay remarked that every performance on
stagereflects meticulous planning, teamwork, leader-
ship, time management and problem-solving—qual-
ities that are equally essential in the corporate world.
He noted that exposure to theatre, music and dance
enables students to become more sensitive, socially
aware and culturallyrooted individuals whileenhanc-
ing their ability to think creatively and lead with
compassion. Congratulating all the participants, fac-
ulty mentors and organizers, he appreciated the fes-
tival for creatingan ecosystemwhere learningextends
far beyond classrooms and textbooks, making [IM
Jammu a unique institution that integrates manage-
menteducationwith holisticpersonality development.

The entire festival was conceived, designed and
directed by Padma Shri Balwant Thakur, who was
supported by a dedicated team of nearly 40 student
directors, writers, designers and technicians.Overthe
past three years, Balwant Thakur has conceptualized
and developed exclusive Performing Arts and Visual
Artscoursesforthe Integrated Programmein Manage-
ment (IPM) students at [IM Jammu. These innovative
courses, unique in the landscape of management
education in India, have been carefully designed to
empower young minds through structured artistic
engagement and experiential learning.

Speakingaboutthe philosophy behind theinitiative,
Balwant Thakur said that performing arts are not
merely extracurricularactivities but powerful instru-
ments of education and personality transformation.
He explained that theatre, music and dance cultivate
confidence, creativity, communication skills, critical
thinking,emotional balance and collaborative leader-
ship—qualitiesindispensable for future managersand
entrepreneurs. He emphasized that every student is
encouraged to discover hidden potential, overcome
stage fear, express ideas with conviction and develop
sensitivity towards society and culture. Through an
immersive processinvolvingscriptwriting, direction,
acting, music, choreography, design and production
management, students experience the complete
journey of creating a performance, thereby learning
leadership, responsibility and teamwork in the most
practical manner.
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Pi Jam Foundation brings together J&K innovation

ecosystem to strengthen pathways for student Innovators

= GULFAM BARJI

AWANTIPORA, JULY 17:
PI JAM Foundation, in col-
laboration with the Depart-
ment of School Education
and the Islamic University of
Science and Technology
(IUST), organised a special
programme titled “Raah:
Strengthening Pathways for
Student Innovators in
Schools” at the Centre for
Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship Development
(CIED)IUST, Awantipora.The
programme was inaugu-
rated by Prof. Shameem
Ahmad Shah, Registrar, [UST
in the presence of represen-
tatives from the Department
of School Education, NIT Sri-
nagar, Samagra Shiksha, the
J&K Board of School Educa-
tion (JKBOSE)and other aca-
demicinnovationandindus-
try organisations.A major

highlight of the event was
the Student Innovation
Showcase, where 18 talented
students from different
schools across Kashmir pre-
sented their innovative proj-
ects and received valuable
feedback and mentoring
from experts.Speaking on
the occasion, Shuaib Dar,
Chief Executive Officer of PI
JAM Foundation, said that
theinitiative aims to connect
young innovators with men-
torship, incubation support
and entrepreneurial oppor-
tunities so that their creative
ideas can be transformed
into practical solutions.Prof.
Shameem Ahmad Shah
appreciated theinitiative and
encouraged students to
develop sustainable solutions
tolocal challenges while fos-
tering a spirit of innovation
and entrepreneurship forthe
benefit of society.
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Massive Crackdown on lllegal
Sand Mining in Pulwama: Five lllegal
Ramps Razed, Huge Sand Stock
Seized; FIRs Registered
m  HT NEWS NETWORK
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PULWAMA, JULY 17: In one of the biggest coordinated
crackdownsonillegal sand mininginrecent months,ajoint
enforcement team comprising the Flood Control Depart-
ment, Geology & Mining Department, Police, and Revenue
Department launched a surprise operation at Samboora-
Literbal,anotorious hotspotforillegal sand extractionalong
the River Jhelum.

During the operation, authorities demolished three
illegal access ramps allegedly being used to facilitate unau-
thorized sand mining. The ramps were reportedly owned
by Ab Ahad Ganie (son of AbRahman Ganie), Ubaid Ahmad
Ganie (son of Farooq Ahmad Ganie), and Sajad Ahmad (son
of Ab Samad Ganie), all residents of Literbal, Samboora.

The enforcement team also seized a huge stockpile of
illegally extracted sand dumped on the land belonging to
theallegedviolators. Officials said these unauthorized ramps
had become the primary entry points for illegal mining
operations in the area, and their permanent dismantling is
expected to significantly curb the menace.

Legal proceedings have been initiated, including the
registration of FIRs against the alleged ramp owners.

As partofthe extended drive, the joint team also demol-
ished twomoreillegal rampsat Lelhar using heavy machin-
ery, further tightening the noose around illegal mining
operators along the Jhelum.

In addition to the demolition and seizure, challans were
issued to severalemptytippersthat were intercepted while
attemptingtoenter theriverbed forillegal loading, sending
astrong warning to transporters involved in unauthorized
mining activities.

Officials described the operation as part of a sustained
campaign to safeguard the River Jhelum, protect public
infrastructure, and preserve the environment.
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Saving Lakes Should

Begin at Home

The health of a lake is rarely determined by
the water alone. It is shaped by the choices
people make every day, how they dispose of
waste, protect natural resources and respond
to the environmental challenges around them.
Forwaterbodies underincreasing pressure from
pollution, unplanned development and climate
change, community participation is no longer
an option; itis the foundation of successful con-
servation.

Wular Lake, one of Asia's largest freshwater
lakes and an ecological treasure of Jammu and
Kashmir, is a reminder that environmental pro-
tection cannotbe achieved through government
action alone. Scientific waste management,
restoration of degraded sites and improved
infrastructure are all essential, butthese measures
candeliverlasting results only whenlocal com-
munities become active partners in safeguard-
ing the ecosystem.

The decision to extend scientific solid waste
management to villages surrounding the lake
is a step in the right direction. Preventing waste
from entering water bodies at its source is far
more effective than attempting to clean pollu-
tion after the damage has already been done.
Such initiatives can also improve sanitation,
public health and the quality oflife in rural com-
munities while protecting biodiversity.

However, infrastructure by itself cannot solve
environmental problems. Waste segregation,
responsible disposal practices and a collective
sense of ownership are equally important. Res-
idents living around lakes, rivers and forests are
oftenthe firstto witness environmental degrada-
tion and, therefore, are best placed to prevent
it. Their participation transforms conservation
from a government programme into a people's
movement.

The larger lesson extends well beyond Wular
Lake. Across the country, wetlands, rivers and
forests are under growing stress from human
activity. Their future depends on a shared com-
mitment involving governments, local bodies,
civil society and citizens alike. Environmental
stewardship must become a part of everyday
life rather than an occasional campaign.

Protecting nature is ultimately an investment
in our own future. Clean lakes mean cleaner
water, healthier ecosystems, sustainable liveli-
hoods and greater resilience against climate
change. If communities embrace this respon-
sibility with determination, the legacy they leave
behind will not merely be a cleanerenvironment
but a more secure and sustainable future for
generations to come.
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Kashmir’s Next Revolution Will Not Rise
from Concrete, but from Its Fields

m SHAHID QADRI

As dawn breaks over the emerald
paddy fields of Kashmir, the first rays
of sunlight touch orchards heavy with
apples, saffron fields waiting to
bloom, and vegetable farms that have
sustained generations. The sight is
breathtaking, yet behind this beauty
lies a silent struggle. Thousands of
farmers continue to battle shrinking
landholdings, unpredictable weath-
er,escalatinginput costs, and fluctu-
ating market prices. They are the
custodians of our food security, yet
many of themremain uncertainabout
their own future.

The future of Kashmir will not be
determined solely by highways, shop-
ping complexes or expanding urban
skylines. It will be written in its vil-
lages, nurtured in its fields, and har-
vested by the hands of'its farmers. If
the Valley truly seeks economic resil-
ience, employment generation and
sustainable development, agriculture
must once again occupy the centre
stage of public policy.

Theworld hasentered anerawhere
agricultureisnolonger measured by
the strength of a farmer’s muscles
but by the power of scientific knowl-
edge. Nations that invested in
research, innovation and technology
transformed agricultureintoathriv-
ingindustry. Kashmir possesses every
natural advantage to emulate such
success. Fertile soil, abundant water
resources, diverse agro-climatic
zones and afarming communityrich
in traditional wisdom provide an
unmatched foundation for growth.
What is required is a determined
effort to merge this heritage with
modern science.

Encouragingly, the Government of
Jammu and Kashmir has initiated
several ambitious interventions
aimed atrevitalising the sector. Pro-
grammes such as the Holistic Agri-
culture Development Programme
(HADP), support for horticulture,
protected cultivation, apiculture,

fisheries, livestock, sericulture and
floriculture reflect a renewed com-
mitment to rural prosperity. These
initiatives have the potential to trans-
form agriculture into a profitable
enterprise, provided theyreachevery
deserving farmer with efficiency,
transparency and continuity.

Agricultural development, how-
ever, cannot be achieved by govern-
ment departments alone. It requires
the collective strength of institutions,
scientists, financial agencies, non-
governmental organisations and,
above all, informed farmers.

The Department of Agriculture,
Horticulture, Animal Husbandry,
Sheep Husbandry, Fisheries, Floricul-
ture and Sericulture together form
the backbone of Kashmir’s rural
economy. Their role extends far
beyond distributing seeds or subsi-
dies. They are responsible for trans-
ferring scientific innovations from
laboratories to farms, guiding farm-
ers in adopting modern cultivation
practices, managing pests and dis-
eases, conserving natural resources
and improving productivity.

Among the most valuable bridges
between science and farmingare the
KrishiVigyanKendras(KVKs).These
institutions quietly workat the grass-
roots, conducting demonstrations,
organising training programmes,
introducing climate-resilient tech-
nologies and equipping farmers with
practicalskills. Every successful dem-
onstrationinavillage inspires dozens
of neighbouring farmers to embrace
innovation. Their contribution
deserves far greater recognition and
expansion.

Similarly, Sher-e-Kashmir Univer-
sity of Agricultural Sciences and
Technology of Kashmir (SKUAST-K)
has emerged as a beacon of agricul-
tural research. From developing
improved crop varieties to promoting
precision farming, integrated pest
management, high-density orchards
and post-harvest technologies, the
university continues to shape the
future of agriculture in the region.
Yet, the distance between research
stations and remote villages must be
narrowed further. Scientific break-
throughs achieve their true purpose
only when they improve the lives of
ordinary farmers.

Perhaps the greatest investment
any society canmake is notin machin-

ery but in knowledge. Today’s farm-
er must understand soil health,
weather forecasting, digital agricul-
ture, artificial intelligence, water
management, organic certification,
market trends and value addition.
Agriculture hasevolvedintoascience,
and every farmer deserves access to
that science. Regular training pro-
grammes, exposure visits, digital
advisory platforms and farmer edu-
cation initiatives should become
integral components of rural develop-
ment.

Equally significant is the role of
NGOs and community-based organ-
isations. Working at the grassroots,
they promote sustainable farming,
empower women, organise self-help
groups, encourage organic cultivation
and connect farmers with markets.
Their efforts complement govern-
ment programmes and help ensure
that no farmer is left behind.

Kashmir’s unique climate offers
extraordinary opportunities that
muchofthe country cannotreplicate.
The Valleyis naturally suited for high-
density apple orchards, walnuts,
almonds, cherries, saffron, lavender,
medicinal and aromatic plants, flo-
riculture, mushrooms, honey produc-
tion, trout farming and high-value
vegetables. Instead of following a
uniformagriculturalmodel, Kashmir
must build an economy based on its
own climatic strengths and natural
advantages.

This visionalso calls for specialised
centres of excellence dedicated to
apples, saffron, walnuts, medicinal
plants, floriculture, mountain agri-
culture and climate-resilient farming.
Such institutions would accelerate
research, improve quality, strength-
en exports and prepare farmers to
meet global standards.

Agriculture is no longer confined
to producing food. It drives food pro-
cessing, cold storage, packaging,
transportation, exports, tourismand
countless rural enterprises. Every
prosperous farm creates employment
beyond its boundaries. Every suc-
cessful orchard strengthens the
regional economy. Every trained
farmer becomes an entrepreneur
capable of inspiring an entire com-
munity:.

For decades, the youth of Kashmir
have looked towards government
employment as the only path to sta-

bility. It is time to redefine that aspi-
ration. A scientifically managed
orchard,amoderndairy unit,acom-
mercial mushroom farm, alavender
plantation orasuccessful beekeeping
enterprise can generate livelihoods
withdignity and sustainability. Agri-
culture mustbe presented notasthe
occupation of last resort but as the
profession of the future.

Climate change presentsanunde-
niable challenge. Unseasonal snow-
fall, erratic rainfall, prolonged dry
spells and emerging pests threaten
traditional farming practices. This
makes scientific agriculture not
merely an option but a necessity.
Investmentin climate-resilient crops,
efficientirrigation systems, precision
farming and sustainable land man-
agement will determine whether
Kashmir’s agriculture flourishes or
falters in the coming decades.

The story of Kashmir has always
beenintertwined withitsland. Every
orchard planted, every seed sown
and every harvest gathered carries
the hopes of families who have nur-
tured these fields for generations.
Their resilience deserves more than
admiration; it deserves unwavering
support.

If policymakers continue to invest
in research, education, innovation
and marketinfrastructure; ifinstitu-
tions work together with farmers
rather than merely for them; and if
society begins to value agriculture
asthe cornerstone of economic prog-
ress, Kashmir can witness an agri-
culturalrenaissance unlikeanyinits
history.

The Valley hasevery ingredient for
success—fertileland, gifted farmers,
scientific institutions and visionary
policies. What remains is the collec-
tive resolve to transform potential
into prosperity.

The next chapter of Kashmir’s
development will not be written in
boardrooms alone. It will be written
in the fragrance of saffron fields, in
the blossoms of apple orchards, in
the golden waves of paddy,andinthe
determined hands of every farmer
who continues tobelieve that the soil
beneath his feet still holds the prom-
ise of a brighter tomorrow.

The author from Gohan
Kokernag. He can be reached
at findgadri@gmail.com

Every Drop Counts:

TIME TO SAVE WATER

B KHURSHID RESHI

Water is the most precious natural resource and
a priceless gift of God. It is essential not only for
humanbeingsbut foreveryliving creature on Earth.
Without water, life cannot exist. Yet, despite its
importance, we continue to misuse and waste this

invaluable resource.

Today, the world is witnessing the effects of
global warming and climate change. One of the
most serious consequences is the growing scar-
city of water. Villages, towns, and cities alike are
facing an alarming shortage of clean drinking
water. This crisis is affecting agriculture, horti-

culture, public health, and the daily lives of mil-

lions of people.

Water is indispensable for drinking, cooking,
bathing, farming, and maintaining hygiene. How-
ever, while water resources are shrinking, our
consumption continuestoincrease. Springs, streams,
rivers, ponds,and wells are drying up due to chang-
ing climatic conditions and human activities. Many
people struggle every day to obtain safe drinking

water.

Ironically, much of this scarcity is the result of
our own carelessness. Water is often wasted through
overflowing tanks, leaking taps, and excessive use

of electric pumps forirrigating kitchen gardens and
home lawns. Many people leave taps running
unnecessarily, forgetting that every drop of water

is precious.

At the same time, instead of protecting our
natural water sources, we are polluting them with
waste and other harmful materials. If this trend
continues, the situation will become even more
critical. A day may come when people will have to
struggle and even fight for every drop of water.
Humans, animals, birds, and other living creatures
will all suffer from this growing crisis.

Wiater conservation is no longer a choice—it is a
necessity. We must use water wisely, repair leaking
taps, harvest rainwater, protect our springs, rivers,

ponds, and wells, and spread awareness about

responsible water use. Small actions taken by each
one of us can make a significant difference.

Let us remember that every drop counts. By
conserving water today, we can ensure a healthier,
safer, and more sustainable future for generations
to come.

The author from Kupwara
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®  YOUSUF MIR

It was the third Sunday of July. Sahil
went toHayatpora tovisit his new friend,
Tahir, at his shop.

Afterexchanging greetings, they asked
about each other's families, as friends
usually do. Sahil alsoinquired about their
mutual friend, Aslam, who was living
abroad.

"Yes, he is doing well," Tahir replied

with a smile. "But remember one thing. sides of the same coin." remained forever in the hearts of both
Whether a person is considered good or Afteramomentofsilence, Tahirbegan Hakim's room. To his surprise, the changed. The harshness disappeared friends:
bad depends on time. Time itself passes to tell a story. Hakim spoke to him in an unusually from the Hakim's voice. His words Sincerity is the true taste of words.

the judgment.”

Sahil remained silent for a few
moments before asking, "Do you have
any proof?”

Tahir smiled confidently.

"You must have heard the saying,
'"The pen is mightier than the sword.'
There was a time when the sword was
the yardstick of power. Kingdoms were

built by the sword. But the standards
of power changed. New gadgets
replaced the sword. Yet the strength
and spirit of the pen remain as power-
ful as ever, and perhaps they always
will. In the same way, words are too
powerful."

"What gives words their power?" Sahil
asked.

"Their taste,” Tahir replied.

After a brief pause, he repeated, "The
power of words lies in their taste.”

Sahil looked at him thoughtfully.

"And what is the taste of words?"

"Sincerity."

After another thoughtful pause, Tahir
continued, "Sincerity is the true taste of
words.And yes, sincerity must be accom-
panied by courage. Sincerity without
courageisincomplete,and courage with-
outsincerityisincomplete. They are two

"Amanhad heard ofaHakimwhowas
said to heal people through his words.
He found the claim difficult to believe
and decided to discover the truth for
himself.

When he arrived, he found a large
crowd waiting outside. His curiosity grew
even stronger.

When his turn came, he entered the

i HT SATURDAY-GOSSIP

The Taste of Words

harsh tone. The behaviour was com-
pletely different from everything he
had heard. The sharp words made his
face turn red with anger.

The Hakim quietly checked his blood
pressure. It had risen considerably.

The visitor wanted to leave, but
remained standing in silence.

Then, within moments, everything

became gentle. He sincerely apologised
for his behaviour.

The visitor felt as though a complete-
ly different person was standing before
him. The burden in his heart began to
disappear.

Afterashortwhile, the Hakim checked
his blood pressure again. It had returned
to normal.

on the visitor's shoulder and said, 'Now
tell me...doyoustill believe that words
cannot heal? My harsh words raised
your blood pressure. My gentle words
brought it back to normal. That is the
taste of words and the true use of lan-
guage. Never forget this: words are not
merely a means of speaking; they are
also the pathway to another person's
heart.

son he would never forget.
word of the story.
"Today I have truly understood that the

real power of words lies in their taste."

teaslowly fadedinto theair,but one truth

Smiling, the Hakim placed his hand

m

The visitor left with a smile and a les-
Sahil sat quietly, reflecting on every

Finally, he looked at Tahir and said,

Tahir nodded silently.
The steam rising from their cups of

This short story explores

how the true power of words
and language, guided by
sincerity and courage, can
transform hearts, attitudes, and
relationships

Email: yousufmir555@gmaiil.
com

Drowning incidents in Kashmir Valley

Nature is benevolent an sometimes dreadful

B SAHIL MANZOOR BHATTI

Clear, crystal-clear rivers are meant to
quench our thirst, not to be polluted or
used recklessly for swimming. Nature is
benevolent, butattimesitcanalsobe very
dreadful. It is heartbreaking that during
the current year, a number of drowning
incidents have been reported from differ-
ent places.

Every year, such heart-wrenching inci-
dents occur. Bathing in large water bodies
should be permanently banned, and strin-
gent action should be taken against those
who pollute and dirty natural resources.
These resources possess a unique beauty;
their flowing water, serenity, and charm
are always at their peak. Humans should
never turn such natural resources into
bathtubs or swimming pools.

WATER IS BEAUTIFUL,
BUT CAN BE DANGEROUS

—— STAY ALERT. STAY SAFE. SAVE LIVES.

1
A MOMENT OF
CARELESSNESS
CAN LAST A LIFETIME

OF REGRET gy =i

Rising Cases. Silent Losses. Urgent Awareness.

" COMMON CAUSES

DOZENS OF
LIVES LOST

EVERY YEAR

SPIKE IN
INCIDENTS

DURING SUMMER MONTHS

AFFECTING ALL
AGE GROUPS

ESPECIALLY YOUTH
& CHILDREN

MOST INCIDENTS
DUE TO

NEGLIGENCE & LACK
OF SAFETY AWARENESS

PREVENTION STARTS WITH US

YOUR

; ; AWARENESS

Nature is Incredible |
Itleaves nothing stationary. It calls you, et Pl GANERENENT

: DO NOT SWIM
AWARENESS & : PLAYING NEAR

LEARN BASIC
UNDER THE SWIMMING &

REPORT ANY
RISKY ACTIVITY

AVOID SWIMMING | SWIMONLY IN : ALWAYS SUPERVISE :
INDEEPOR : DESIGNATED® | CHILDRENNEAR |

SWIMMINGIN  JUMPING INTO ALCOHOL

UNSAFE OR :  RIVERS, LAKES i CONSUMPTION

pampers you, makes you happy. Nature
bestows upon us mesmerizing surround-
ings. It is beautiful, joyful, limitless, and
full of mysteries. It attracts, enchants,and
sometimes terrifies. It can bring catastro-
phe,demolish great structures, silence the
noisiest moments, or compel a scream
from the quietest soul.

Fromareligious perspective, everything
that happens is under the supervision of
the Almighty. Life and death are not ran-
dom—each moment, even the rustling of
leaves, occurs only by His will,as described
in the Holy Quran. So why do we worry?
Why do we fear what is already destined?

The answer, though simple, carries deep
wisdom: we have a duty toactresponsibly.
The Almighty has commanded us to take
safety measures and protectourselvesand
others. Weare not permitted to be careless
or ignorant. Crying and shouting in
moments of regret will not change what
was avoidable through preparation and
awareness.

Heat, Summer, and the Shift Toward
Risk

Kashmir lies in the extreme north, and
we are accustomed to bitter cold. During
Chillai Kalan—from December 21 to the
end of January—temperatures dip as low
as -15°C. Yet we endure it with proper
arrangements: traditional timber ovens,
hammams, and layered winter clothing.

UNMONITORED & CANALS i NEAR WATER
WATERS : : BODIES

~«)-BE RESPONSIBLE. BE CARE

Winters, though harsh, are peaceful, and
the snow-laden forests and towering moun-
tainsreflectthe divine beauty of the region.

But summer, starting around June 21
until September 21, presents a new chal-
lenge. Between June and late July, the
valley experiences scorching heat, espe-
cially in urban areas. With few green
spaces or cooling infrastructure, people
often turn to public parks for relief. Sadly,
many of these parks have been replaced
with commercial spaces like parking lots.

Inthe 1990s, Igbal Park served as a vital
retreat forresidents from Solina, Sarai Bala,
Half Chinar, and surrounding areas. Just a
few kilometers from the Zabarwan Moun-
tains, it provided free access to fresh air
and open space. Today, with entry fees
imposed even onlocals, many feel exclud-
ed.Development should unite the people—
not foster divisions based on affordability.

The Rush Toward Water — and the
Danger That Follows

To escape the heat, youth from cities
flocktovillages, where glacial streams and
clear waterbodies offer natural relief. These

{  PRECAUTIONS

SAFETY i WATER WITHOUT
i SUPERVISION

rivers, sourced from melting glaciers, rush
with terrifying force—like water driven by
powerful motors. Thoughvisually appeal-
ing, they are extremely dangerous.

Drowning incidents in Kashmir are
steadily rising. These aren’t isolated acci-
dents—they happen year after year. The
key reason? Lack of proactive safety mea-
sures. We often react after tragedies,
rather than act in advance—be it in road
safety, infrastructure, or water-related
risks.

Case Study: Raiyar-lch, Budgam

Theresidents of Bhatti Mohallah, Raiyar-
Ich, Khansahib (Budgam)have been urging
the government for over ten years to con-
structamini-connectivity bridge. Despite
repeated appeals, nothing has been done.

Recently,aminor girl and a 20-year-old
biker narrowly escaped drowning in a
canalat the same site. The community had
already submitted a formal request to the
district administration and even filed a
written complaintat Police Station Khansa-
hib. Yet, the danger remains.

Without properinfrastructure, the area

FUL.

UNKNOWN :  SAFE ZONES WATER

remains a hazard. A connectivity bridge
must be constructed immediately to pre-
vent future tragedies. Authorities must act
before more lives are lost.

What Needs to Be Done?

To prevent further loss of life, the fol-
lowing steps are essential:

1. Ban Open-River Bathing in Tourist
Areas

The administration should impose a
strict seasonal ban onbathingin high-risk
water bodies, particularly at:

Shali Ganga (Doodhpathri)

Lidder River (Pahalgam)

Dal Lake (Srinagar)

Jhelum River (across various districts)

These sites must be under CCTV surveil-
lance, with fines or penalties for violations.

2. Develop Public Swimming Pools

Each district should have affordable,
accessible swimming pools. Swimming
must be taught not only for safety, butalso
to promote sportsand recreationin water-
based activities.

3.LaunchPublic Awareness Campaigns

Through schools, mosques, socialmedia,

OR EMERGENCY
IMMEDIATELY

INFLUENCE OF LIFE-SAVING
ALCOHOL SKILLS

TOGETHER, WE CAN

@ PROTECT PRECIOUS LIVES.

and community halls, the government
should educate the public—especially
young people—about drowning risks,
safety practices,and emergency response.

4, Protect and Respect Water Bodies

Opendefecation, littering,and pollution
ofrivers degrade not just the environment,
butalso community health. Ourriversare
lifelines for thousands of villages—sup-
porting drinking water, irrigation, and
ecology. It’s our moral duty to keep them
clean and pollution-free.

Therisingnumber of drowningincidents
inthe Kashmir Valleyis a tragedy that can
be prevented. These deaths are not inevi-
table. They are the result of neglect—both
individual and institutional.

Nature is a gift—but only when respect-
ed.With careful planning, awareness, and
infrastructure, we can save lives and cre-
ate a safer, cleaner, more compassionate
Kashmir.

Let us not wait for another innocent life
to be lost.

Let us act now.

sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.com
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‘\. indigestion.

AIDS DIGESTION
Ginger helps stimulate
digestive juices, reduces
bloating and relieves

Ginger Packet with
mense Health Benefils

antibiotic that can fight infections and
bacteria in sliced, crushed or diced
cloves. Garlic extracts have been shown
to suppress the growth of protozoa,
viral infections, and numerous bacte-
ria like Salmonella, as well as fungal
elements. Allicin is believed to be a
possible antibiotic replacement. It also

B SAHIL MANZOOR BHATTI

IMMENSE

BOOSTS IMMUNITY
Rich in antioxidants
and anti-inflammatory
' compounds that help
strengthen immunity
and fight infections,

helps when used along with prescribed
antibiotics.

Garlic helps prevent one of the lethal
diseases nowadays called cancer (CA).

Today we are experiencing the cold
days of winter, so it is common to get
involved in a number of health-related
issues like cold, throatinfections, cough
and many more.

So, try ginger every day in your food
items and take a sufficient quantity of
ginger for better health.

Ourbody needs an adequate amount
of food and all the basic components
of food. These include minerals, vita-
mins, fiber, fats, etc. Humans are the
most beautiful creatures of the
Almightyinthis universe. The Almighty
has bestowed upon us infinite blessings
in various forms, whether it’s food
items, natural objects or the whole
environment that covers us like a blan-
ket.

Todaylamgoingto highlight the health
benefits of ginger (adrak). Ginger has
immense health benefits suchas: it helps
todetox our body, it has antibiotic prop-
erties,and it can help with the prevention
of cancer.

(Note: Some lines mentioned “garlic,”
butyourtitleis about ginger. If you want,
I can correct that fully.)

We are exposed to a wide range of
chemicals and compounds daily while
living in the world. Many of these com-
pounds are not healthy and may even
be harmfulto the body. The environment,
water and food include: personal care
products containing chemicals, house-
hold cleaners, radiation from nuclear
plants, pesticides and chemicals used in
agriculture.

Garlic is a powerful detox food that
promotes glutathione production by

< HEALTH BENEFITS ¢

Nature’s golden root in every pack -
pure, powerful and packed with goodness
for a healthier you, every day.

R NATURAL R |
ANTIOXIDANT
| *ﬁ. Helps protect cells A
B e PURE & NATURAL \

= RICH IN GOODNESS &

+ N
100% )
TIMURAL/

~

aging process.

¢
A
1 SOOTHES tj‘
COLD&COUGH  / W
Ginger has natural ‘ o
antiviral and !
antibacterial 1 &

properties that
relieve sore throat
and congestion.

AIDS WEIGHT H
MANAGEMENT ’
Boosts metabolism, |,
helpsin fat burning
and supports. '.\

healthy weight
management.

@
O NO ADDED
PRESERVATIVES  COLORS

REGULATES
BLOOD SUGAR .
Helps improve y
insulin sensitivity
and supports

healthy blood

sugar levels.

VITAMINS
B6,C&E

(&)

liver enzymes. It provides important
detoxifying components, including mul-

MINERALS
MAGNESIUM,
POTASSIUM

POWERFUL

ESSENTIAL -
ANTIOXIDANTS GINGER TEA

OILS & -
GINGEROLS

COOKING
Enhance the
flavor and
health of
your meals

Awarm
~ soothing cup
~ everyday

Make Ginger a part
of your daily life for
a healthier tomorrow. ./

SMALL ROOT
BIG BENEFITS

compounds.

§ nausea and vomiting
7 caused by motion

REDUCES INFLAMMATION
& PAIN

Natural anti-inflammatory
properties help relieve
joint pain, muscle
soreness and arthritis.

SUPPORTS HEART HEALTH
Helps lower bad cholesterol
(LDL), improves circulation
and supports overall

heart health.

@ @ @ W -

GINGER JUICE
Refreshing
and detoxifying
natural drink

PURE. NATURAL. POWERFUL.
GOODNESS OF GINGER - IN EVERY PACK.

tiple bioactive selenium and sulphur

RELIEVES NAUSEA
Effective in reducing

sickness, pregnancy
or chemotherapy.

SMOOTHIES
Add a healthy
kick to your
daily smoothies

i
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Garlic has antibiotic properties. Gar-
lic contains allicin. Allicinis a bioactive

According toresearch, consuming fresh
garlic can help reduce the risk of colon
cancer. According to the [OWA Wom-
en’s Health Study, women who ate
garlicregularly along with vegetables
and fruits were 35% less likely to get
cancer.

Garlic also helps reduce cholesterol
levels. Cholesterol is a fatty component
in the blood. There are two kinds of
cholesterol: bad LDL cholesterol and
good HDL cholesterol. Toomuch LDLand
notenough HDL can cause serious health
issues. Garlic has been shown to lower
total cholesterol and LDL levels by 10 to
15 percent. Eating garlic does not affect
good HDL cholesterol. If you have afam-
ily history of heart disease or suffer from
heart problems, you should consider
adding garlic to your diet.

Garlic helps reduce blood pressure
among patients. It is a special spice to
include in your diet if you suffer from
high blood pressure or hypertension.
Evenifyou do not like the taste of garlic,
taking garlic supplements will still give
you benefits such aslowering high blood
pressure, treating fever and many more.
Keepinmind that the amount of supple-
ment you take should equal four cloves
of garlic each day.

Dear champs, I care a lot about your
health. For God’s sake, take fresh and
healthy food items. One more thing:
exercise is very important for you if you
want to stay fit, smart, attractive and
healthy.

sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.
com

THE PSEUDOSCIENCE

m  SURINDERPAL SINGH

Inanage whereinformation trav-
els faster than ever before, distin-
guishing scientific truth from mis-
leading claims has become an
essential life skill. Social media, the
internet and digital platforms have
made knowledge widely accessible,
but they have also provided fertile
ground forthe spread of misinforma-
tion. Among the most persistent
forms of misinformationis pseudo-
science—beliefs and practices that
imitate science without following
the principles that make science
reliable. Although pseudoscience
oftenappears convincing, itsaccep-
tance canhave serious consequenc-
es for public health, education and
society.

Scienceisbuiltupon observation,
experimentation, evidence and
critical thinking. Every scientific
claim must be tested, verified, and
open to revision if new evidence
emerges. Pseudoscience, however,
lacks these essential qualities.
Instead of relying on carefully con-
ducted research, it frequently
depends on personal testimonials,
selective evidence, emotional
appeals and unverified claims. Sto-
ries of individual success are often
presented as proof while rigorous
scientific studies are ignored. Such
anecdotal evidence may sound per-
suasive, but it cannot establish
whether a claim is genuinely effec-
tive or simply the result of coinci-
dence, placebo effects, or other
unrelated factors.

One of the defining features of
pseudoscience is its resistance to
being disproved. Genuine scientific
theoriesinvite testingand welcome
criticism because they seek truth
rather than validation. Pseudosci-
entificbeliefs,on the otherhand,are

®© 00 ©

often modified whenever evidence
contradicts them. Rather than
accepting negative findings, propo-
nents create new explanations to
preserve their original claims. This
unwillingness to accept evidence
separates pseudoscience from
authentic scientific inquiry.

Another common characteristic
isthe use of scientific-soundinglan-
guage without clearmeaning. Tech-
nical terms, complex jargon, and
impressive-looking diagrams can
createanillusion of credibility while
lackingmeasurable evidence or sci-
entific accuracy. Such presentation
often confuses the public, makingit
difficult to distinguish between
legitimate scientific discoveriesand
unsupported assertions.

The contrastbetweenscienceand
pseudoscience is not merely aca-
demic—ithassignificantreal-world
consequences. Science advances
through skepticism, peer review,
replicationofexperimentsand trans-
parent sharing of evidence. Every
scientific conclusion remains open
torevisionasnewknowledge emerg-
es. Pseudoscience, however, often
discourages questioning and por-
trays criticismas hostility. Thisdog-
maticapproachallows misinforma-
tiontopersistdespite overwhelming
scientific evidence to the contrary.

The consequences can be par-
ticularly dangerous in healthcare.
History has shown how false med-
ical claims can discourage people
fromaccepting proven treatments
and preventive measures. The anti-
vaccination movement, fueled by
thoroughly disproven claims link-
ing vaccines to autism, contrib-
uted to the return of diseases that
had once been effectively con-
trolled. Similarly, reliance on
untested alternative therapies may
delay proper medical treatment,

putting lives at unnecessary risk.

Beyond medicine, pseudoscience
weakens public confidenceinscien-
tific institutions. Climate change
denial, conspiracy theories, and
misinformationsurroundingemerg-
ing technologies create confusion
and polarize public opinion. When
trustinscientificevidence declines,
societies struggle to respond effec-
tively to global challenges such as
pandemics, environmental degrada-
tion and technological risks. Sound
public policy depends uponinformed
citizenswhocandistinguishreliable
evidence from unfounded specula-
tion.Attheindividuallevel, persistent
beliefin pseudoscience may reduce
criticalthinkingand encourage deci-
sionsdrivenbyemotionratherthan
evidence. Once people become
deeply attached to unsupported
beliefs, they often reject contradic-
tory information, reinforcing mis-
information and making construc-
tive dialogue increasingly difficult.
This cycle not only affects personal
decisionsbutalsoshapes publicatti-
tudes and influences democratic
decision-making.

The most effective defense
against pseudoscience is scientific
literacy. Schools, universities,
media organizations and scien-
tificinstitutions must work togeth-
er to promote evidence-based
thinking, logical reasoning, and
healthy skepticism. Citizens should
be encouraged to ask important
questions: What is the evidence?
Has the claimbeenindependently
verified? Can it be tested? Has it
undergone scientific scrutiny? Such
habits of inquiry are fundamental
to responsible decision-making.

THE AUTHOR IS A FACULTY
IN SCIENCE DEPARTMENT SRI
AMRITSAR SAHIB PUNJAB.
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WILL BE AVAILABLE AT

UMEED DAY CARE AND DIAGNOSTICS

@ NEAR PETROL PUMP, MATTAN ANANTNAG

FOR APPOINTMENT CONTACT THE BELOW NUMBER.

| 7006309882 |

DAY CARE X-RAY USG LAB OPD
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& Day Care Services Ultrasound Tests & by Experienced
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Public Notice

This is for information of general public that the (Electric
bill ) power connection name has been wrongly registered
SHABIR AHMAD RATHER Now this Connection bearing
Consumer ID NO 0212040018564 wants to be registered on
correct name SHAHID NABIRATHER R/OPACHAR CHNADOOSA
.If anybody have any objection in this regard He/She may
file his/her objection in the concerned PDD office within
seven days from the date of publication ofthis notice after
that no objection will be entertained

Name...SHAHID NABI RATHER
R/O .. PACHAR CHANDOOSA

Public Notice

I have lost my Service Army ID Card , Adhaar Card and Pan
Card at Lal Chowk Srinagar if anybody found Kindly return it to
below mentioned address otherwise I am applying for duplicate
if anybody have any objection in this regard He/She may contact
concerned authorities within seven days from the publication
of this notice after that no objection will be entertained.

Name....AB RASHID DAR

S/0 Late GH MOHAMMAD DAR

R/O .PALPORA PATTAN

Contact 7006841298 & 9596271457

Public Notice

It is here by notified that my name & Date of Birth is
wrongly mentioned as BUTT KHURSHEED AHMAD & Date of
Birth is 01/03/1967 in my passport bearing passport No
...N7086181 while my correct name is KHURSHEED AHMAD
BHAT & correct Date of Birth is 04/09/1970 as per adhaar
record which needs to be corrected if anybody having any
objection in this regard he/she may contact with passport
office srinagar within seven days from the publication of this
notice after that no objection will be entertained

Name....KHURSHEED AHMAD BHAT
S/0 MOHD ASSADULLA BHAT
R/O HAIL JAGIR, Dist....BARAMULLA

Public Notice

In the school record the mother's name of my children
(HARIS SHABIR) has been mentioned as AFROZA BEGUM
instead of ROZI BEGUM .Now I am applying for its correction
if anybody having any objection in this regard he / she may file
same to the GOVT HIGH SCHOOL WATERGAM  within seven
days from the publication of this notice after that no objection
will be entertained.

Name....SHABIR AHMAD SHEIKH,
F/O HARIS SHABIR

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly mentioned as IFTIKHAR
MUSTAFA in my Date of Birth certificate bearing Registration
No0.B202601052610000110 while my correct name is IFTIKHAR
MUSTAFA WANI which needs to be corrected if anybody
having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her
objection in the BDO OFFICE WAGOORA within seven days
from the publication of this notice after that no objection will
be entertained.

Name...IFTIKHAR MUSTAFA WANI

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR

KALANTRA / KREERI

Subject: Application of FAROOQ AHMAD GOJER DEADER S/O
LAL U DIN GOJER DEADER for the issuance of ST ( SCHEDULE
TRIBE Guijjar and Bakerwal )in favour of FAROOQ AHMAD GOJAR
DEADER, ADIL FAROOQ GOJER DEADER , SOHAIB FAROOQ GOJER
DEADER & SAYIMA FAROOQ

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above, the applicant has submitted
the file in the office of the undersigned for the issuance of ST . in
this connection a report of patwari halga concerned has been
sought which reveals that the applicant is currently residing in

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR

KALANTRA / KREERI

Subject: Application of NAZIR AHMAD GOJAR DEADER
S/O SAIF DIN GOJAR DEADER  for the issuance of ST (
SCHEDULE TRIBE Gujjar and Bakerwal )in favour of NAZIR
AHMAD GOJAR DEADER , TAHIR NAZIR GOJAR DEADER
ZAHID AHMAD DEADER QUFAYAT NAZIR GIJAR DEADER &
SUMAIRA NAZIR

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above, the applicant has submitted
the file in the office of the undersigned for the issuance of ST . in
this connection a report of patwari halga concerned has been
sought which reveals that the applicant is currently residing in
village BANDI BALLA and belongs to the ST caste and GOJAR
DEADER community, having annual income is 135000 /PA the
details of the family of the applicant are as follows

1...NAZIR AHMAD GOJAR DEADER self 45 years Labour

2.... SHAFIQA BEGUM wife 42 years House wife

3..TAHIR NAZIR GOJAR DEADER son student

4..ZAHID AHMAD GOJAR DEADER son student

5...QUFAYAT NAZIR GOJAR DEADER son student

6...SUMAIRA NAZIR daughter student

The applicant has applied for Issuance of ST ( SCHEDULE
TRIBE Gujar & Bakerwal ) certificate in favour of Self

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained

NAIB TEHSILDAR KALANTRA

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR

KALANTRA / KREERI

Subject: Application of MOHAMMAD AKRAM DEADER S/O
KHAN MOHAMMAS DEADER  for the issuance of ST ( SCHEDULE
TRIBE Gujjar and Bakerwal )in favour of ABDUL QAYOOM DEADER
, ZUBAIR AHMAD DEADER ,0WAIS AKRAM DEADER son and IMRA
AKRAM daughter

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above, the applicant has submitted
the file in the office of the undersigned for the issuance of ST . in
this connection a report of patwari halga concerned has been
sought which reveals that the applicant is currently residing in
village BANDI BALLA and belongs to the ST caste and DEADER
community, having annual income is 155692 the details of the
family of the applicant are as follows

1...MOHAMMAD AKRAM DEADER self 50 years daily wager

2.... MAQSOODA BEGUM wife 67 years House wife

3...ABDUL QAYOOM DEADER son 30 years student

4..ZUBAIR AHMAD DEADER son 25 years student

5..IMRA AKRAM daughter 21 Years //

6...0WAIS AHMAD DEADER son 17 years//

The applicant has applied for Issuance of ST ( SCHEDULE
TRIBE Gujar & Bakerwal ) certificate in favour of Self

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay
order of said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim
this office within 07 days, after that no objection shall be
entertained.

NAIB TEHSILDAR KALANTRA

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
PWD(R&B) DIVISION ANANTNAG

NIT 47 OF R&B/Anantnag/2026-27 /E-TENDERING/4103-12

DATED 16-07-2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K e-tenders are invited on %age basis from approved and
eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following
works:-

S. No | Name of Work

village BANDI BALLA and belongs to the ST caste and GOJAR
DEADER community, having annual income is 295000/PA the
details of the family of the applicant are as follows

1...FAROOQ AHMAD GOJAR DEADER self 40 years Labour
SALEEMA BEGUM wife 38 years House wife

3...ADIL FAROIQ son 18 Years student

4..SOHAIB FAROOQ son 16 Years student

5..SAYIMA FAROOQ daughter 14 years student

The applicant has applied for Issuance of ST ( SCHEDULE
TRIBE Gujar & Bakerwal ) certificate in favour of Self

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

NAIB TEHSILDAR KALANTRA

Laptop Care House

Wholesale Dealer Of New And Pre Used Laptops 2.
DEALS IN ALL KINDS OF LAPTOPS AND ACCESSORIES

Est. Cost (Rs in Lacs)

. : o 5.50 Lacs Contract Price
1 Upgradation of Department of Community Medicine exclusive of GST: 4.66 + | 300

at Main Campus Dailgam GMC Anantnag (18% GST Amount 0.84)

T.D Cost (inRs) | E/M (InRs) | Time

11000/- 15 Days

Major Head of Account: District Capex (Health GMC) PRI Grants

Class of Contractor: CEE, DEE Class & MSME’s Only

Project Authority: District Development Commissioner Anantnag.

Position of AAA: Accorded vide Order No. 306- DDCA of 2026, Dated 15.07.2026.

1. The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms-and
conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental websitewww.jktenders.gov.in as per
schedule of dates given below:

oy
g

o e

‘ S . | Particulars Dated
g No.
J IQ/S H C b = 1 | Date of Issue of Tender Notice 16-07-2026
FERNE a, 2 Period of Downloading of bidder documents | From 16-07-2026 (01:00 PM)
JAMMU & KASHMIR STATE HAJ COMMITTEE “E:E;’J{?;TZ’.’;ZTL“ ! ! To 21-07-2026 (04:00 PM)
3 Bid submission Start Date From 16-07-2026 (01:00 PM)
H AJ 2 0 2 7 (1448 H) 4 Bid Submission End Date To 21-07-2026 (04:00 PM)
5 Date and time of opening of bid(online) 22-07-2026 (10:30 AM)
I M pO RTANT G U! D E LI N E S In the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Anantnag.

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / receipt (Under MH- 0059 PWD) in
favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Anantnag [Tender Inviting Authority] (NIT No. Name of Work/Item No. to be mentioned
on the Treasury Challan / Receipt) (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission
End Date) and EMD (2% of advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division
Anantnag(Tender receiving Authority).(The Date of EMD{CDR/FDR/BG} should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission
End Date and validity of EMD at the time of opening of Bids shall be a period of 45 Days beyond Bid Validity of 120 Days). The same
EMD should not be used in more than one Tender/Bid.

PASSPORT VALIDITY

* Passport must be valid
till 31 December 2027.
* Passport must be valid
on the date of application.

ANNOUNCEMENT FOR HAJ - 2027 (1448 H)

31

DECEMBER 1. The Haj Committee of India invites applications from eligible

intending pilgrims for Haj — 2027 through the online Haj

Application Form available at https://www.hajcommittee.gov.in

g ® ! ) COVER / GROUP or HAJ SUVIDHA mobile app. 2. All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG. Non
' MM‘ = A group can have maximum submission of Earnest Money/Bid Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive.
[ 5 ) 5 members. @ crove 2. The application window shall remain open from 22.06.2026 to 3. The 1st lowest responsive (Successful) Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security

"-\MEMBERS/" - HEAD

in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Anantnag (Tender receiving authority) within 03 Days
before fixation of Contract and shall be released 60 days after successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work.
The date of Performance Security (CDR/FDR/BG) should be after the date of issuance of letter/LOI to deposit the performance
security. Failure to produce Performance Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor
be forwarded to Higher Authorities for a period of 01 Year.

4. The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG of the successful Bidder shall be
released after receiving Performance security @5% of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be released
60 Days after successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work.

5. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same
Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Anantnag

6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical Bid

7. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.

* Minimum age - 18 years

20.07.2026 (up to 11:59 PM). After Qurbah (Digital Random

Selection) process to be conducted in the last week of July,

on the date of application.

COVER HEAD

¢ Cover Head must be a

each provisionally selected pilgrim shall be required to deposit
an advance amount of ¥1,52,300/- on or before 10.08.2026.

® cover
male member. No relaxation or extension in these timelines shall be feasible.

2 reso
* Minimum age — 18 years
on the date of application. 3.

MOBILE NUMBER & WHATSAPP g

Applicants must carefully read the Guidelines and Undertakings
to ensure their eligibility and upload scanned copies (not

« Cover Head must use his own photographs) of the following:

mobile number.
* WhatsApp must be active
on the same number.

a. Front and back pages of machine-readable Indian Passport
(1200 = 800 px, JPG/JPEG, 100-500 KB), issued on or
before the application closing date and valid up to at least

B - ., FORM SUBMISSION = 31.12.2027;
W/ - Fil the form yourself, ST b. Passport-size photo with white background (480 x 640 px, a. B{dders are advised to dgwnload biq sub'mission'm'anual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit”
i« Donot let anyone else fill the form P JPG/JPEG, 5-20 KB); on website www.jktenders.gov.in to acquaint bid submission process.
3 using your mobile number. ? H - . s . - . o , .
oot it o N, . Bank passbook or cancelled cheque (590 x 750 px, b. To pgrt|C|pate in b|dc.||r?g proce‘-?sfs, bidders have to get 'Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology
JPG/JPEG, 80250 KB); and Act-2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved vendors.
NOMINEE ; ] c. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No Financial bid will be accepted in
[ ¥ ] d. Address proof (590 x 750 px, JPG/JPEG, 80-250 KB).

physical form.

9 —

* Nominee: Son / Daughter /
.- Parents / Spouse Clear,

(Legal her preferred) & =& S B SRS T _— d. B?ds will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1. o
* Add only one nominee Bacigmund : WEHINCSL AT Nd.y/ClELUIRgNc. e IE Cautes e. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid.
:,h;::':ﬁ:m i sperationaldifficilles Avccardiigly, caricellagion shall atirace f. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents including tender document fee in terms of soft
sul?stantlal penailtnes |rw a?cordance '.Tnth the Guidelines for copies with technical bid.
BANK DETAILS (ACCOUNT HOLDER 2y Rl folzy. i":: nd:‘g Tﬁ:"f's e a::md » a:i!y oty a&f?r NOTE: Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.
MUST BE COVER HEAD) W J&K Bank S i L e L SeTmA 8. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.
G, * Account must be in the name Pay = Tolunieraha e pligiimege: 9. Scanned copy of cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt in favour of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B)
ey  °ftheCoverHead Rupees o€ Division Anantnag (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMD
* Provide correct & active 6"“

in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Anantnag must be uploaded with the documents
of the bid. The Original Treasury Challan (Cost of Tender Document), EMD and other relevant bid documents shall be obtained from
the lowest bidder before the fixation of the Contract.

10. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create
similar BOQ manually.

11. Price escalation and taxes: The %age quoted by the bidder entirely in Indian Rupees, shall be deemed to include price
escalation upto completion of the work. Deduction on account of taxes shall be made from the bills of the contractor on gross
amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery.

12. Bidders are advised to use "My Documents” area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are
required.

13. All other terms and conditions are as same as laid in PWD Form 25.

SCAN QR CODE

{ bank account details. ¢‘1\ o0
G, . \ccount must be active. Ak N0, 1234867050123 i -9

&
Timely Guidance& Important Deadlines &
J OI N o U R Updates Support  Information  Reminders

OFFICIAL 4 JOIN VIA WHATSAPP LINK &
WHATSAPP GROUP

https://chat.whatsapp.com/
Lxp9Sdes7rOAdORmRdcAfm7sz=qt&p=a&mlu=1

s+ For Haj 2027 Updates <

Bait-ul-Hujaj (Haj House), Bemina,

& +91194 249 5365
Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir, India - 190017 i

https://www.jkshec.org/
Sd/- (Er. Mohammad Waseem)

Executive Engineer, R&B Division Anantnag

= Aapki Tayyari — Aapka Aaram — Hamari Zimmedari <=
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Satish Sharma inaugurates, launches development
projects worth over Rs. 10 crore in Chhamb

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JULY 17: Minister
for Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs, Information Tech-
nology, Youth Services & Sports,
and Science & Technology, Satish
Sharma, today inaugurated and
laid foundation stones for a series
of landmark developmental
projects across the Chhamb
Constituency.

These development initiatives
reaffirmthe Jammuand Kashmir
government's unwavering com-
mitment to accelerate infrastruc-
ture development, strengthen
the public service delivery and
ensuringequitable growthacross
rural and border areas.

The extensive programme
witnessed the inauguration and
foundation stone laying of proj-
ects collectively valued at over

10 crore, encompassing roads,
bridges, administrative infra-
structure, sports facilities, health-
careand veterinary services.The
initiatives are expected to sig-
nificantly enhance connectivity,
improve access to essential pub-
licservices, strengthen the rural
infrastructure and create new
opportunities for socio-econom-
ic development.

The Ministerinaugurated the
Thandi Choi-Sainth Road, de-
velopedatacostof 1.50crore.
He described road connectivity
as the backbone of economic
growth saying that well-devel-
opedroadinfrastructure notonly
shortens the travel time butalso

facilitates trade, education,
healthcare access and overall
regional development.

"The government is commit-
ted to ensure that even the re-
motest villages are connected
with quality infrastructure.
Better roads translate into bet-
ter opportunities, improved
livelihoods and enhanced qual-
ity of life for our people,” he
remarked.

AtKharah Balli, the Minister
laid the foundation stone for the
new Tehsil Office Building, to be
constructed atan estimated cost
of 76.74lakh.He said the mod-
ernadministrative complex will
bring government services
closer to the people, improve
administrative efficiency and
provide a more citizen-friendly
environment for the delivery of
public services.

Onthe occasion, Satish Shar-
maalsoinaugurated the Bridge
atKharah, constructed ata cost
of 3.45 crore. The bridge is
expected to provide reliable all-
weather connectivity to several
adjoining villages, facilitating
easier movement of residents,
students, farmers and emer-
gency services.

Continuing the developmen-
tal programme, the Minister laid
the foundation stone for the
Chaprial-Bardoh Road, a major
connectivity projectworth  2.50
crore. He said the project would
improve transportation facilities,
strengthen rural connectivity
and provide amuch-needed boost

to agriculture, trade, tourism
and other economic activities
in the area.

Recognising the pivotal role
of sportsinyouthempowerment
and nation-building, Satish
Sharma inaugurated the newly
constructed Volleyball Court at
Pallanwala, built at a cost of

20.99 lakh.

"J&K youth possessimmense
talent. It is our responsibility to
provide them with the best pos-
sible infrastructure and oppor-
tunities so they can excel at the
national and international level.
Sports not only produce cham-
pions butalso promote discipline,
confidence, fitness and social
harmony,” he said.

The Ministeralsodistributed

medical equipment aimed at
strengthening healthcare fa-
cilitiesinthe areaand improving
the quality of healthcare ser-
vices available to the local pop-
ulation. He said the Government
continues to invest in health
infrastructure to ensure acces-
sible and affordable healthcare
for every citizen.

Later, Satish Sharmalaid the
foundation stone for the Vet-
erinary Hospital at Khour, a
projectestimated tocost 2.07
crore.He observed thatlivestock
forms the backbone of the rural
economy in many parts of Jam-
mu and Kashmir and strength-
ening veterinary infrastructure
would directly benefit the farm-
ers by improving animal health-

care, productivity, and income
generation.

Addressing public gatherings
during the programme, the Min-
ister said that the government
is working tirelessly to ensure
thatdevelopmental benefitsreach
every village, every household
and every citizen through sus-
tained investmentininfrastruc-
ture and public welfare.

"Developmentis meaningful
only whenits benefitsreach the
common people. Every project
that we have inaugurated or
launched today has been care-
fully planned toaddressthe needs
of the local population and im-
prove their quality of life. Our
government remains committed
tocreate moderninfrastructure,
strengtheninginstitutions,and
ensuring thatevery region pro-
gresses on the path of inclusive
and sustainable development,”
the Minister said.

Satish Sharma also inter-
acted with the local residents,
public representatives, youth,
and members of various com-
munity organisations, patiently
listening to their concerns and
developmental aspirations. He
assured them that all their gen-
uine issues raised during the
interaction would be examined
on priority for prompt resolution.

Senior officers from the dis-
trict administration, engineers
from executing agencies, local
publicrepresentatives and local
residents were present during
the programme.

PM Gati Shakti training programme

conducted at Shopian
B HTNEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN, JULY 17: Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner (ADDC) Shopian, Dr. Nasir
Ahmed Lone today presided over a district-level
training programme on PM Gati Shakti National
Master Plan at the Mini-Secretariat, Shopian.

The programme was organised to enhance
the capacity of district officers in leveraging PM
Gati Shakti digital platform for integrated in-
frastructure planning and coordinated project
implementation.

Addressing the participants, the ADDC high-
lighted the importance of PM Gati Shaktiinitiative
in ensuring seamless planning, avoiding duplica-
tion of works and accelerating infrastructure de-
velopment through convergence among depart-
ments.

He stressed the need for timely updation of
departmental data on the portal and directed
officers to make optimum use of the platform for
efficient planning, monitoring and execution of
developmental projects.

The ADDC called for close collaboration among
all departments to ensure the successful imple-
mentation of the PM Gati Shakti framework and
facilitate sustainable, inclusive and well-planned
development across the district.

Master trainers imparted detailed training to
the participating officers and officials on the ef-
fective use of the PM Gati Shakti portal, including
GIS-based planning, infrastructure mapping, data
uploading, digital layers, and preparation of inte-
grated development proposals. The sessions also
covered the significance of accurate data entry
and the use of the portal for evidence-based de-
cision-making.

Officers discussed district-specificinfrastruc-
ture requirements, implementation challenges
and measures required for improving the quality
of information uploaded on the portal.

GM, DIC, Shurjeel Ali Naik; CPO, CEO, CMO,
other officers and officials of various departments
attended the training.

DC Kulgam visits Mata Kulwagishori
Temple Bungam and Mata Katyani

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SKUAST-K reviews Research Roadmap at 58th, 59th REAC meetings

VC calls for farmer-centric, demand-driven research to advance bioeconomy, agribusiness and climate-resilient agriculture

Temple Kakran

B HT NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM, JULY 17: Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Kulgam, Shahzad Alam today visited Mata Kul-
wagishori Temple, Bungam, and Mata Katyani
Temple, Kakran, to review and finalise arrange-
ments for the smooth conduct of the Annual Maha

SRINAGAR, JULY 17: Sher-
e-Kashmir University of Agri-
cultural Sciences and Technol-
ogy of Kashmir (SKUAST-K) on
Wednesday convened the 58th
and 59th meetings of the Re-
search and Extension Advi-

Yagya.

During the visit, the DC took stock of the

sory Committee (REAC) to
review the University'sresearch
and extension agenda, assess
progress on key initiatives, and
chart future priorities for tech-
nology development and dis-
semination.

Chairing the meetings, Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Nazir Ahmad
Ganai called fordemand-driven,
farmer-centric and impact-
oriented research toadvance the
bioeconomy, agribusiness, cli-
mate-resilient agriculture,
value addition, entrepreneurship
and technology commercializa-
tion. Congratulating the Univer-

sity's scientists for developing
improved crop varieties and
farmer-oriented technologies,
he said these focus areas would
be pivotalinrealizing the vision
of Viksit Bharat @2047 and po-
sitioning Jammu & Kashmir as
ahub ofinnovation-led agricul-
tural development. He also re-
leased several university publi-
cations during the meeting.

Prof. Raihana Habib Kanth,
Director Extension, presented
the agenda and highlighted
REAC'srole in aligning the Uni-
versity'sresearch and extension
programmes with the evolving
needs of farmers and other stake-
holders.

The committee reviewed the
Action Taken Report (ATR), pro-
posals forvarietal release before
the University Varietal Release
Committee (UVRC) and State
Seed Sub-Committee (SSSC),
progress of minikit trials, and

pants under MSME-supported
skill development initiatives,
underscoring its commitment
to strengthening farmers' ca-
pacities, entrepreneurship and
rural livelihoods.
Concludingthe deliberations,
Prof. Ganai reiterated the need
for stronger collaboration among

freshresearch proposals submit-
ted by various faculties and re-
search stations.

The House was informed
that SKUAST-K has transferred
87 technologies to end users,
released eight improved crop
varieties, advanced 13 addi-
tional varieties for release, and
initiated 15 minikit trials to
facilitate on-farm validation

and wider adoption of the tech-
nology.

The university alsoreported
significant outreach throughits
extension programs, training
5,550 beneficiaries under the
Holistic Agriculture Development
Program (HADP), 6,550 through
Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs),
850 through the Directorate of
Extension, and 16,000 partici-

research institutions, govern-
ment departments and stake-
holders to accelerate innovation,
improve farmers'livelihoods and
build a resilient, knowledge-
driven agricultural economy in
Jammu & Kashmir.

The meetings were attended
by the Director Agriculture,
Kashmir; representatives of the
Departments of Sheep Hus-
bandry and Fisheries; Deans,
Directors,and Heads of Divisions;
KVK program coordinators; sci-
entists; and other members of
the Research and Extension Ad-
visory Committee.

DC Kulgam reviews implementation of welfare schemes
under ]KBOCW Welfare Board

Health Camp held at Vibrant Village
Amroyee in Karnah

preparations and inspected the facilities being m  HT NEWS NETWORK m  HT NEWS NETWORK
putin place for devotees. He reviewed arrange-
ments related to drinking water, sanitation,
health services, security, and other essential
amenities.

The DCdirected all concerned departments to
ensure that all arrangements are completed well
in time and that round-the-clock coordination is
maintained for the smooth and hassle-free conduct
of the religious event.

The DCwas accompanied by ADC Vigar Ahmad
Giri, Tehsildar Kulgam, CEO, Municipal Council
Kulgam, and other officers.

struction workers under the JK-
BOCW Act. He further instructed
the Assistant Labour Commis-
sioner (ALC), Labour Officer (LO),
and Labour Inspector (LI), Kulgam,
to conduct regular inspections
of construction sites to identify
and register genuine workers,
ensuring that welfare benefits
reach deserving beneficiaries in
a transparent, fair, and effective
manner.

The meeting was attended by

KULGAM, JULY 17: Deputy
Commissioner, Kulgam, Shahzad
Alam, today reviewed the imple-
mentation of welfare schemes
being provided under the Jammu
& Kashmir Building and Other
Construction Workers (JKBOCW)
Welfare Board.

During the review, the Depu-
ty Commissioner directed the
Labour Department to ensure the

KUPWARA, JULY 17: A comprehensive health
camp was organised today at vibrant village Am-
royee in Karnah Sub-Division to provide acces-
sible healthcare services to the residents of the
remote border area. During the camp, free medi-
cal consultations were provided to the residents,
while X-ray services were also made available
through a Handheld X-Ray (HH X-Ray) machine,

registration of only genuine con-

ADC, JDP, ALC and other officers.

IFA, Home Department reviews CapEx expenditure; stresses GeM procurement,
budget discipline, zero creation of liabilities

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 17: The of-
fice of the Internal Financial
Advisor (IFA), Home Department,
Government of Jammu and Kash-
mir, today conducted a meeting,
held in two sessions, with the
Drawing & Disbursing Officers
(DDOs) ofthe Home Department
at the Police Headquarters.

The meeting was initiated
by the Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police (Headquarters), J&K
Police, while both the sessions
were chaired by Shakeel Magbool,

®© 00 ©

IFA, Home Department.

The meeting focused ontwo
key agenda points. The first was
a detailed review of the Home
Department’s Capital Expendi-
ture withdirections to expedite
the fund disbursal and clear
pending payments without de-
lay. The second was to ensure
strict compliance with the Gen-
eral Financial Rules, 2017, to
maintain financial discipline and
prevent creation of any new li-
abilities.

In his address, the IFA laid
strong emphasis on financial

discipline and said that all sup-
ply orders mustbe placed through
the Government e-Marketplace
wherever items are available on
the portal. He directed that bud-
getshouldinvariably be blocked
atthe time of placing any supply

order and no order shall beissued
without ensuring budget avail-
ability.

The IFA further stated that
payments for received supplies
shallbe made exclusively through
GeM-PFMS integrationand cre-
ation of liabilities without bud-
getary provision must be scru-
pulously avoided. He also stressed
that all sanctions should be ac-
corded strictly within the com-
petence of the sanctioning au-
thority as per the Delegation of
Financial Powers and within the
allocated budget.

The sessions witnessed active
participation of the DDOs of the
Home Department, including
those from Jammu and Kashmir
Police, Fire & Emergency Ser-
vices, Forensic Science Labora-
tory (FSL), Prisons Department,
Prosecution Department, Home
Guards and SDRF,among others.

The participantsapprised the
IFA of the issues being faced by
them and were assured that
wherever the support of the IFA
office orenhancement of delega-
tionisrequired, the same is be-
ing looked into.

enabling on-the-spot diagnostic support.

The camp also facilitated the generation of
Ayushman Vay Vandana Cards and Golden Cards
foreligible beneficiaries, thereby helping residents
avail the benefits of government-sponsored health-
care schemes. In addition, a team from the Rash-
triya Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) was de-
puted to the camp to conduct health screening
and provide necessary healthcare services to
children. The initiative reflects the administra-
tion’s commitment to taking essential healthcare
services to the doorsteps of people residing in
remote and border areas, ensuring inclusive and
accessible healthcare for all.
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CareEdge cuts India's current account deficit
for FY217, expects BoP to return to surplus

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEWDELHI, JUL17: CareEdge
Ratings has sharply lowered its
current account deficit (CAD)
projection for FY27to 0.8-1.2pc
of GDP, from its earlier estimate
of 2.1pc, citing lower crude oil
prices, resilient services exports,
robust remittances, and an im-
provement in merchandise ex-
ports.

Theratings agency expectsthe
moderation in oil prices to sig-
nificantly reduce India's import
bill, while continued strength in
services exports and inward re-
mittances will help keep the ex-
ternalbalancein check.Itsrevised
forecast assumes average crude
oil prices of USD 80-85 per barrel
during FY27.

On the capital account, Ca-
reEdge Ratings expects net foreign
direct investment (FDI) to more
than double to USD 15 billion in
FY27 fromUSD 6.9 billionin FY26,
supported by healthy gross FDI
inflows and slower growth inre-
patriation.

The agency also expectsrecent
measures announced by the gov-
ernment and the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) to boost foreign capi-
tal inflows.

Itestimates that concessional
swap windows for FCNR(B) de-
posits, External Commercial Bor-

rowings (ECBs), and Overseas
Foreign Currency Borrowings
(OFCBs) could togetherattract USD
45-60 billion in inflows during
FY27.

It projected India's capital
account surplus to surge from
an estimated USD 2 billion in
FY26 to around USD 73 billion
in FY27.

Combining the stronger cap-
ital account with the narrower
current account deficit, the
agency expects India's Balance
of Payments (BoP) to return to
asurplus of USD 25-30 billionin
FY27, reversing deficits of USD
23.6 billion in FY26 and USD 5
billion in FY25.

"We are lowering our current
account deficit projection for FY27

t00.8-1.2% of GDP from our previ-
ous projection of 2.1pc. The low-
ering of the CAD projection is
mainly because of moderationin
crude oil prices and resilience in
services exports and remittances,
coupled withanimprovementin
merchandise exports,” said Rajani
Sinha, ChiefEconomist, CareEdge
Ratings.

She added that the govern-
ment's and RBI's recent measures
are likely todrive stronger capital
inflows, with total capital flows
expected to rise to around USD
73 billionin FY27 from USD 2 bil-
lioninFY26, helping move India's
BoPinto surplus and easing pres-
sure on the rupee.

CareEdge also highlighted that
private transfer inflows, largely

comprising remittances, grew
14.5% year-on-year to USD 155
billionin FY26.Early data for April
indicates this momentum has
continued into FY27, providing
further supporttolIndia's external
account.

The ratings agency said the
projected improvementinIndia's
external position is expected to
supporttherupee,although gains
could be moderated by RBI's for-
eign exchange operations.

During the recent geopolitical
conflictin West Asia, depreciation
pressures on the rupee prompted
RBIintervention, resultingin the
central bank's forward foreign
exchange book rising to around
USD 107 billion by the end of May,
compared with USD 68 billion at
the end of January.

With the rupee stabilising, the
RBI may gradually unwind part
of its forward positions, which
couldlimitany sharp appreciation
even as the BoP improves. How-
ever, CareEdge cautioned that
renewed geopolitical tensions in
West Asia could continue to in-
troduce volatility.

The agency maintained its
constructive outlook on the In-
dian currency but marginally
revised its forecast, expecting the
USD/INR exchange rate to average
between 93 and 94 during FY27.
UNI

India to see slower growth in 2026 amid
global headwinds: Moody's Analytics

®  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, JUL 17: India's econo-
my is expected to moderate this year
as escalating geopolitical tensions,
softer global demand and persistent
trade uncertainties weigh on econom-
ic activity, according to Moody's Ana-
lytics.

Despite the slowdown, the country
isprojected toremain one of the fastest-
growing major economies globally.

Inits latest global outlook, Moody's
Analytics said the world economy is
entering a period of slower expansion,
with growth expected to ease to 2.5%
in 2026, compared with a long-term
potential of over 3%, before improving
modestly to 2.8% in 2027.

The report said India, like many
other major economies, is likely to ex-
perience weaker growth momentum
as slowing external demand, elevated
commodity prices and ongoing trade
frictions create headwinds for eco-
nomic activity.

Moody's noted that the rapid ex-
pansion of artificial intelligence (AI)-
related investments has prevented a
sharper global slowdown.

It said economies and industries
linked to Al are continuing to outper-
form, while sectors less exposed to the
technology are facing increasing pres-
sure from geopolitical uncertainty and
rising operating costs.

The reportidentified renewed ten-
sions in West Asia, uncertainty over US
trade policies and escalating trade fric-
tioninvolving China as the biggest risks

to the global economy. Although it ex-
pects disruptions around the Strait of
Hormuz to gradually subside, Moody's
cautioned that higher energy and food
prices have already started feedinginto
inflation across several economies.

According to the agency, the resur-
gence ininflationislikely to complicate
the task of central banks, which are
now balancing slowing economic growth
against persistent price pressures. It
added that monetary policy alone may
have limited effectiveness in address-
ing supply-driven inflation caused by
disruptions in global commodity and
energy markets.

On the positive side, Moody's said
the ongoing Al investment cycle has
emerged as a key support for Asia's
export-driven economies. Rising demand
for semiconductors, data centres and
advanced computing infrastructure has
boosted exports from technology-focused
economies such as Taiwan, South Korea
and Japan.

India has also benefited from stron-
ger regional technology demand, al-
though the gains have been relatively
modest compared with some of its Asian
peers.

Looking ahead, Moody's warned that
risks remain skewed to the downside.
Arenewed escalation of conflictin West
Asia, prolonged disruption to energy
supplies through the Strait of Hormuz
or heightened volatility in global finan-
cial markets could significantly weak-
en the global growth outlook and po-
tentially push the world economy towards
arecession. UNI

Industrial and warehousing leasing rises 12pc to 22 million sqft; Delhi NCR, Chennai lead: Report

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, JUL17: India's
industrial and warehousing real
estate market maintained strong
momentum during the first half
of 2026, with Grade A leasing
rising 12pcyear-on-year (Y-0-Y)
tonearly 22 million square feet
across the country's top eight
cities, despite global geopolitical
uncertainties impacting supply
chains.

According to the latest mar-
ket data by Colliers, Delhi NCR
and Chennai emerged as the
strongest-performing markets,
jointly accounting for more than
45pc of total leasing activity
during H1 2026. Other major
logistics hubs, including Mum-
bai, Pune and Bengaluru, also
recorded healthy demand, with
eachcity crossing 2 million square

Crisil FCI Index improves in June on

feetof Grade A space absorption.

While leasing activity re-
mained robust overall, demand
moderated slightly in the second
quarter. Grade A space uptake
stood ataround 11 million square
feet in Q2 2026, down 1pc se-
quentially from the previous
quarter, largely due to supply
chain disruptions triggered by
the ongoing conflictin West Asia,
it said.

However, the report noted
that demand is expected to
strengthen in the coming quar-
ters, supported by India's con-
tinued focus onboosting domes-
tic manufacturing, provided
global geopolitical risks remain
contained.

Third-party logistics (3PL)
companies continued todominate
the market, accounting foraround
30pc of total leasing during H1

2026. Engineering companies
emerged as the second-largest
occupier segment with a 21pc
share, followed by e-commerce
firms at 16pc.

The report also highlighted
growingoccupier diversification.
Leasing by the electronics sector
reached 1.4 million square feet
during the first half of the year,
registering nearly two-fold an-
nual growth, reflectingincreas-
ing demand from electronics
manufacturing and allied indus-
tries.

Demand remained concen-
trated in established logistics
corridors. Bhiwandiin Mumbai
and Farukh Nagarand NH-48 in
Delhi NCR together accounted
for more than one-third of the
total leasing activity during H1
2026.

Large transactions continued

to drive market activity, with
deals exceeding 200,000 square
feet contributing nearly 40pc of
total leasing. E-commerce com-
panies accounted for over 30pc
of these large transactions, fol-
lowed by automobile manufac-
turers and 3PL operators, each
contributing more than 20pc.
Delhi NCRrecorded the highest
number of large deals, followed
by Chennai.

On the supply side, develop-
ers delivered nearly 25 million
square feet of Grade A indus-
trial and warehousing space
during H1 2026, representing
a 27pc year-on-year increase.
The strong pipeline reflects
sustained developer confidence
and afocus onbuilding modern,
technology-enabled logistics
facilities.

Delhi NCR and Mumbai to-

gether accounted for more than
40pcof new completions during
the period. In the second quar-
ter alone, completions reached
12.2 millionsquare feet, up 22pc
year-on-year. Bengaluru and
Pune also witnessed significant
expansion, with each city adding
over 3 million square feet of new
supply—almost double the lev-
elrecordedinthe corresponding
period last year.

The surge in new supply
pushed overall vacancy levels
higherto 17.2pcat the end of H1
2026 as fresh completions out-
paced leasing activity. Despite
the increase in vacancies, aver-
age rentals continued to rise
across key micro-markets, sup-
ported by the growing share of
premium industrial and ware-
housing developments entering
the market. UNI

Stock markets fail to hold
early gains, weigh down by
weak global cues

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

MUMBALI, JUL 17: The Nation-
al Stock Exchange (NSE) officially
announced here on Thursday that
it has received approval from the
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) to introduce derivatives

will further complement the exist-
ingindex derivatives product suite.
The Nifty India FPI 150 Index rep-
resents a broad and diversified
segment of the Indian equity mar-
ket, comprising 150 liquid stocks
across multiple segments while
maintaining a focus on liquidity

NSE to launch derivatives on Nifty India FPI 150 Index

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA six-month average foreign invest-

ible free-float market capitalisation,
ensuring that the index represents
stocks that are accessible and in-
vestable for foreign investors. The
weight of each stockis determined
by its foreign investible free-float
market capitalisation.

easing US-Iran tensions, stronger
rupee and favourable FPI Inflows

m UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, JUL 17 : Crisil’s Financial Condi-
tion Index (FCI) rose to - (negative)0.2 in June from
- (negative)1.2 in May after remaining below the
comfort band of one standard deviation from the
long-period average for three months due to eas-
ing geopolitical situation, slight strengthening of
the Rupee, and favourable FPIs, said the monthly
Macroeconomics First Cut.

Thereport “Easing on Uneasy Truce” noted that
June was a stabler month in terms of geopolitical
uncertainties following the US and Iran signing
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), and
low crude prices improved several macro param-
eters.

Crisil said that despite a stronger US dollar, the
rupee strengthened 0.7pc against the greenback
for the first time in four months.

Regarding Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs),
thereport noted that FPIs invested USD 0.5 billion,
which is due to the government and RBI's easy
regulatory policies.

The benchmark 10-year government security
(G-sec) yield was down 13 basis points (bps), av-
eraging 6.90pc. Bank credit growth also surged
at 18.6pc compared to 9.5pcin the corresponding
period last year (CPLY).

Crisil noted that losses continue in equity mar-
kets on average in June declined 0.4 and 0.6 pc
respectively. The rating agency pointed out the
rationale of FPI outflows in equity and the down-
ward revision in RBI’s growth forecasts.

DELHI, JUL 17: The Indian Stock Markets on
Thursday failed to hold on to their early gains and
endedflatinavolatile session. Indices were weighed
down by weak global cues and profit booking.

At close, the Sensex was up 1.44 points at
77,186.87, and the Nifty was down 5.75 points or
0.02 percent at 24,072.75.

Among the sectors, Nifty Consumer Durables
was up 1.48%, Media up by 1.18% registering strong
gains while the other gainers were Nifty IT up by
0.67%, Auto up by 0.46%, and FMCG up by 0.25%.

On the losing end were Nifty Realty declined
by 1%. Bank Nifty fell 0.30%, while the Financial
Services index dropped 0.51%.

On the Nifty index, around 29 stocks ended
lower with the key name were Eternal, SBI Life
Insurance Company, and Bajaj Finserv ending
as the top laggards while the gainers were HCL
Technologies, InterGlobe Aviation (IndiGo), and
Wipro.

More than 100 stocks touched their 52-week
high on the BSE, including Biocon, Welspun Corp,
Cemindia Projects, Honasa Consumer, Divis Labs,
JB Chemicals, Torrent Pharma, Laurus Labs, Shyam
Metalics, Ipca Labs, Sai Life Sciences, Star Health,

on the Nifty India FPI 150 Index,
expanding its equity derivatives
product suite, which would offer
foreign portfolio investors (FPIs)
another benchmark-linked hedg-
ing instrument.

The derivatives contracts will
be launched on August 12, 2026,
according to an NSE statement.

Commenting on the develop-
ment, Sriram Krishnan, Chief Busi-
ness Development Officer, NSE, said
the introduction of derivatives on
the Nifty India FPI 150 Index would
complement the exchange's exist-
ing range of index derivative prod-
ucts.

"The introduction of derivatives
on the Nifty India FPI 150 Index

and investability, making it a suit-
able underlying for hedging and
portfoliodiversification," Krishnan
said.

The new derivatives contracts
will be available in the equity de-
rivatives segment and will comprise
three serial monthly index futures
and index options.

All contracts will be cash-settled
and expire on the last Tuesday of
the expiry month, according to the
NSE statement.

The Nifty India FPI 150 Index
has been designed to reflect the
performance of 150 large and liq-
uid stocks selected from the broad-
er Nifty 500 universe. The con-
stituents are chosen based on their

As of June 2026, the financial
services sector accounted for the
largest share in the index with a
weight of 26.15%. It was followed
by Oil, Gas & Consumable Fuels at
10.03% and Healthcare at 7.51%,
highlighting the diversified nature
of the benchmark across key sec-
tors of the Indian economy.

The index itself was launched
on August 16, 2025, with a base
date of October 3,2022, and a base
value of 1,000.

NSE said the methodology is
based on foreign investible free-
float and the index is rebalanced
every quarter to ensure it contin-
ues torepresent the eligible invest-
ment universe. UNI

The report warned that inflation is expected
to rise and slow down growth in this fiscal year.

“Producers will likely pass on the sharp rise in
energy and other input costs to consumers, hard-
ening core inflation. Food inflation faces risks from
abelow-normal monsoon and El Nifio conditions.
We expect retail inflation to rise to 5.1pc this fis-
cal from 2pc in fiscal 2026,” the report said.

Crisil also highlighted that higher input cost
pressures, forecast of below-normal monsoon,
and softer global growth will dampen the devel-
opment journey.

“We expect gross domestic product growth to
moderate to 6.6 from 7.7pc. We expect the RBI to
carefully monitor these developments before de-
ciding on further rate actions. One rate hike of 25
bps in the second half of this fiscal is possible,”
the report added. UNI

Jio Financial accelerates full-stack financial push as Q1 profit jumps 156 pc

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA income (excluding dividend)to management joint venture with The payments business also  crore, while gross fee and com-

mission income rose 6.4 times

Phoenix Mills, Welspun Living, among others.
Indian rupee ended lower for the second con-
secutive session, finishing 58 paise lower at 96.20

against the US dollar.

ICICI Lombard General Insurance tumbled 10%,
MRPL surged 10% after the company reported a
profit for the June 2026 quarter.

Jindal Saw gained 5% after investors reacted
positively to the company's earnings, while IIFL
Finance extended its winning streak for a second
consecutive session, rising another 4.3%.

Bharat Electronics slipped 0.9%, HDFC Bank
lost 0.8%. and Shriram Finance was down 0.8%.

UNI
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MUMBAI, JULY 17: Jio Finan-
cial Services Ltd (JFSL) is rap-
idly transforminginto a full-stack
financial services platform, with
strong growth across lending,
payments, asset management
and insurance businesses pow-
ering a 156 per cent jump in
consolidated profitafter tax (PAT)
toRs 830 crore in the first quar-
ter of FY27.

The Reliance Group com-
pany reported a 141 per cent
year-on-year increase in total

Rs 1,496 crore for the quarter
ended June 30, while pre-pro-
visioning operating profit rose
38 per cent to Rs 505 crore, re-
flecting broad-based growth
across its expanding financial
ecosystem.

The results underline JFSL's
strategy of building an inte-
grated digital financial services
platform rather thanrelying on
asingle business line. Its lending
arm more than doubled itsloan
book, payments businesses re-
turned to profitability, the asset

BlackRock expanded rapidly,and
the Allianz-backed insurance
ventures gained traction during
the quarter.

The non-banking finance
business remained the principal
growth engine, with assets un-
der managementrising 2.6 times
year-on-yeartoRs 30,667 crore
and quarterlyloandisbursements
increasing 2.7 times toRs 11,252
crore.Netinterestincome surged
118 per centtoRs 257 crore, while
the lending subsidiary posted a
PAT of Rs 96 crore.

gathered momentum. Jio Pay-
ments Bank achieved an opera-
tional turnaround, with total
incomerising 7.7 times to Rs 83
crore and customer deposits
increasing 72 per cent toRs 617
crore.Itsbusiness correspondent
network expanded more than
tenfold over the past year to over
5.271akhtouchpoints, strength-
ening its physical distribution
network.

Jio Payment Solutions re-
ported a 2.5-fold increase in
total paymentvalue toRs 19,208

toRs 176 crore. During the quar-
ter, italsolaunched cross-border
settlement infrastructure to
facilitate international remit-
tances for Indian exporters.

The company's expansion
into investment management
continued throughits joint ven-
ture with BlackRock. Assets
under managementrose 21 per
cent sequentially to Rs 18,412
crore, with 18.5 per cent of inves-
tors entering mutual funds for
the first time. UNI
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m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

BIRMINGHAM: India fast bowler
Gurnoor Brar has been warned for
breaching level one of the ICC Code of
Conduct during their six-wicket win
in the first ODI against England in
Birmingham. One demerit point has
beenadded toBrar's disciplinary record
as well. It was his first offence in a
24-month period.

Brar breached Article 2.9 of the ICC
Code of Conduct for Players and Play-
er Support Personnel, which relates
to "throwing a ball at or near a player
inaninappropriate and/or dangerous
manner during aninternational match."
Theincident occurredin the eighth over
after England opted to bat. Ben Duckett
drove the ball right at Brar, who threw
it back towards the batter. Brar admit-
ted to the offence and accepted the match
referee's sanction, thereby eliminating
the need for a formal hearing.

Brar came into the attack in the first
powerplay and conceded 26 off his first
two overs. He then changed ends to dis-
miss both England openers, Duckettand
Jacob Bethell in a single over and ended
with figures of 2 for 61 in nine overs. He
was called on to bowl the 48th over but
he clutched his right calf and walked off.

The charges were levelled by on-field
umpires Kumar Dharmasena and Mike
Burns, third umpire Sam Nogajski, and
fourth umpire Russell Warren. Level 1
breaches carry a minimum penalty of
an official reprimand, a maximum pen-
alty of 50 per cent of a player's match
fee, and one or two demerit points

India are 1-0 up in the three-match
ODI series. The second ODI is at Cardiff
on Thursday.

Freedom Script Record T20
Chase in MLC Thriller

m UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

OAKLAND: Washington Freedom produced
one of the greatest run chases in T20 history by
overhauling a mammoth target of 267 against MI
New York in the MLC 2026 Eliminator at Oakland.
Their winning total of 270 for 4 is now the highest
successful chase in T20 history, surpassing Punjab
Kings' chase of 265 against Delhi Capitals in the
IPL earlier this year.

Freedom's 270 for 4 is also the highest team
total in Major League Cricket history, eclipsing
San Francisco Unicorns' 269 for 5 against Wash-
ington Freedom in 2025. Itis additionally the high-
est total ever recorded by a men's team in a T20
playoffor knockout match. The contest witnessed
anunprecedented batting spectacle as both teams
combined for 536 runs, making it the second-
highestaggregate in T20 history, behind the 549-
run match between Royal Challengers Bengaluru
and Sunrisers Hyderabad in IPL 2024.

Hetmyer Could Return as West Indies Seek Answer to Spin Woes

m UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

GUYANA: West Indies will
look to solve their long-standing
problems against spin when they
take on New Zealand in the third
ODI at Providence Stadium, Guy-
ana, with the three-match series
evenly poised at 1-1. The match
will be the final game of the
Guyana leg before the teams
travel to Bridgetown, Barbados,
where batting conditions are
expected to be more favourable.

The hosts suffered a dra-
matic batting collapse in the
second ODI after New Zealand's
spinners dominated proceedings.
Chasingacompetitive total, West
Indies slumped from 63 without
lossto 138 all out, losing 10 wick-
ets for just 75 runs. Left-arm
spinner Jayden Lennox starred
with a five-wicket haul, while
New Zealand's spinners ac-
counted for all nine bowling

dismissals.

West Indies' vulnerability
against spin has become arecur-
ring concern. Since the start of
2024, they have averaged nearly
53 against pace inhome ODIs but
only a little over 38 against spin.
Their struggles have continued
away fromhome as well, withthe
top seven averaging just 32.79
againstspin, betteronlythanSouth
Africaand Zimbabwe among Full
Member nations.

To strengthen the middle
order, West Indies could bring
back Shimron Hetmyer. The
left-hander has featured only
sporadically in ODIs, with his
lastappearance cominginJune
2025. Although his recent Ma-
jor League Cricket campaign
with the Seattle Orcas produced
moderate returns, Hetmyer
impressed in T20 internation-
als, striking at over 157 in the
recent series against Sri Lanka.

The selectors may now turnto
his aggressive batting to coun-
ter New Zealand's spin attack
led by Mitchell Santner and

Jayden Lennox.

ForNew Zealand, Henry Nich-
olls remains under scrutiny as
helooks to cement his place ahead

of next year's ODI World Cup.
While he has registered two
half-centuries this year, he has
averaged just over 25 and has
struggled to convert starts into
substantial scores. With players
such as Finn Allen, Rachin Ra-
vindra, Devon Conway and Tim
Seifertexpected toreturn, Nich-
olls facesincreasing competition
for a place in the squad.

West Indies are expected to
field John Campbell, Ackeem
Auguste, Keacy Carty, captain
ShaiHope, Sherfane Rutherford,
Shimron Hetmyer, Gudakesh
Motie, Khary Pierre, Alzarri Jo-
seph, Matthew Forde and Vitel
Lawes.

New Zealand's likely XI in-
cludesHenry Nicholls, Will Young,
Mark Chapman, Daryl Mitchell,
Tom Latham, Michael Bracewell,
captain Mitchell Santner, Nathan
Smith, Jacob Duffy, Matthew
Fisher and Jayden Lennox.
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A Literary and Theological Reading
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PROFESSOR MUHAMMAD ASLAM

jud (Unity of Being), or pan-
theism, is expressed through
remarkably profound sym-
bols and metaphors. One
of the outstanding features
of his poetry is that he con-
veys his spiritual experienc-
es through extraordinary
similes and imagery, where

dialogue between the Creator
and the Seeker, the poem is,
in the words of Munawar and
Shaugq, "in style and structure
comparable to many great
Persian poems" (p. 155).

Below are given a few lines
of the poem:

Isaid to my beloved friend,

I asked, “Why do you care
for no one?”

He said, “For I'm beyond all
need—utterly self-sufficient,
free from dependence.”

I asked, “Where is the
realm of the Placeless?'“

He replied, “In that realm
there’s neither dawn nor

The Poet wonder and beauty blend in  “Come, let us enter into true  dusk.”

Believed to have been born  perfect harmony" (ibid.). friendship.” Soch Kral declares:
as Ismail, Soch Kral was one According to tradition, He replied, “I am listening. The Alif is free from any
of the pioneering Sufipoetsof  Soch Kral later moved to the = Why should we not?” dot.

Kashmir. He hailed from the
Pulwama district of Kashmir.
Very little is known about his
life, except that his tombstone
records his date of death as 7
Rabi al-Awwal 1271 AH (1855
CE). By profession, he was a
potter.

Munawar and Shauq (A
History of Kashmiri Litera-
ture [in Kashmiri], 2014, p.
154) state that Soch Kral was
a disciple of Momin and was
also closely associated with
Mehmood Gami. Although
he is traditionally believed
to have been illiterate, his
poetry suggests otherwise,
revealing a remarkable famil-
iarity with Persian poetry and
its literary conventions. As
Munawar and Shauq observe:

"In Soch Kral's poetry, the
philosophy of Wahdat al-Wu-

village of Divsar in Anantnag,
where his descendants are
believed to still live. Howev-
er, he is buried in his home
village. He was married but
eventually divorced his wife.
He was a contemporary of
well-known Kashmiri Sufi
poets like Mehmood Gami,
Wahab Khar, Rahim Saeb
Sopori, Karam Buland, and
Shah Qalandar.

The following selection
consists of a few verses from
two of Soch Kral's best-known
poems, which, in my view,
exemplify the richness and
spiritual depth of Soch Kral’s
poetry. Among his works, the
most celebrated is Dapyomai
Bala Yaaras Yaeri Lagav ("I
said to my beloved friend,
“Come, let us enter into true
friendship.™). Structured as a

I said, “I am but a humble
man—tell me something of
the Truth.”

He answered, “Those who
truly heard it were overcome
with shame.”

I said, “Awaken me to the
reality of my own being.”

He answered, “First, purify
yourself.”

Tasked, “What’s the inward
and what’s the outward?”

He said, “The outer and the
inner are but one.”

I asked, “Where’s your
dwelling?”

He said, “Where there’s
desolation, or where there’s
life in full bloom.”

Iasked, “Some are flourish-
ing while some are burdened
with sorrow”

He said, “That’s how my
work unfolds.”
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The sovereignty of the Sov-
ereign Lord rests with Him
alone.

The poem is a concise yet
deep example of mystical
poetry, heavily influenced by
Sufism traditions. Its struc-
ture features a series of dia-
logues between the poet and a
spiritually elevated friend—a
figure who can be seen as a
perfect spiritual guide, the
Divine Beloved, to put it in
simple terms, between God
and a Seeker. This intentional
ambiguity is typical of mysti-
cal literature, where literal
and symbolic meanings coex-
ist.

The opening dialogue
immediately establishes the
central metaphor of friend-

CONT. ON PAGE 8-10
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PIGEON SEH!ES - PART 9

THE SAGRAMENT

OF THE

Mushtaque B Barq

uality, quantity, func-

tion, relation, varia-

tion, and wisdom, all
these attributes prove mere
terms when you are hurt. I
candidly confess that the
grinder I had willingly prom-
ised to purchase remained as.
I came home empty-handed;
it either slipped through the
sieve of my memory, or I per-
mitted it to slip. Regardless, I
paid the penalty.

While grinding the corn,
my little doll had badly bat-
tered her left hand. When I
arrived late that night, her
three nimble fingers were
bandaged. She was scream-
ing hysterically; as she saw
me, her cheeks were swollen.
Perhaps she had been expect-
ing a surprise, but the sight
of her bandaged fingers with-

MUSHTAQUE B BARQ 4

ered the blissful smile I wore
on my face to greet her. My
son was too upset to welcome
me, likely having witnessed
the entire episode of her
unspeakable agony. His anx-
ious gaze and the pain etched
on his little cheeks ravished
me beyond repair. I feltlike a
broken glass jar in a blazing
desert, desperately searching
for a single drop of water.

The sacred door opened,
and today, for some unknown
reason, the balcony looked
dull. A guest arrived and
perched on the grill. She
threw a handful of battered
corn on the floor, but to my
surprise, the pigeon was
hardly lured. Everything
seemed on "mute."

My son tried to add a hand-
ful of corn to capture the
bird's attention, but nothing
worked. Finally, my little doll
opened her palm and placed
a handful of corn upon it;
this time, the bird respond-
ed. In the thrill of feeding it,
she tried to stroke the bird,
thereby exposing her injured
hand.

The bird suddenly stopped,
shell-shocked. Its eager eyes

fixed intently upon her hand.
She smiled gently, but the
bird drooped its flexible neck,
took a few hesitant steps, and,
with all its might, thrashed
its fragile body against the
grill not once, not twice, but
repeatedly, before my son
took control.

It had broken its wing, its
leg, and God knows what
else.The scene was hard to
comprehend instantly.The
bird dropped its neck into
my little doll’s lap; she care-
fully placed her rosy cheeks
against its broken wing. I
could see her tears staining
its feathers, and in her lap,
there was nothing but "sub-
mission."

The scene forcibly remind-
ed me of Anton Chekhov’s
The Suitor and Papa, where
Kondrashkin declares: "What
is the love that fears sacri-
fice?"

Her battered hand on one
side and the broken wing of
the bird on the other must
have been an unusual expe-
rience for me and my son, but
to my "better half," it was pro-
found to see how her little doll
managed her own pain to feed
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the bird. She stood there like
an unmoved wooden pole, yet
her face narrated the tale of a
happy mother.

No camera rolled. No thrill
was recorded. If there was
something moving and pro-
pelling me, it was the yoke of
affection upon my shoulders,
forcing me to ponder why our
children are so obsessed with
the objects of their love.

The pigeon, a few spar-
rows, my entire family, and
I, standing on that balco-
ny, looked like a complete
cosmos under the Mighty
Glare of the Creator. Love,
indeed, authors a holy book
of its own; all we require is
to remove the materialistic
cataract from our eyes.The
rest will be a treat to behold.

(Dr Mushtaque B. Barqis a
noted writer, poet, translator
and currently serves as an

English Mentor at Cambridge

School. A recipient of several

honours, including the G.N.
Firaq Memorial Award and the
Kalidas Literary Award, Ahad
Zargar Award. He is known for
his poetic finesse and for pro-
moting Kashmiri literary heri-
tage through his work.)
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TRUTH, PATIENCE, AND DISCERNMENT:
UPBRINGING OF OUR CHILDREN -
A MORAL RESPONSIBILITY

IN AN AGE

Dr. Fiaz Magbool Fazili

elive in an age where
information travels
at the speed of light,

but truth often limps behind.
Never before has humani-
ty had such instant access
to knowledge, yet never has
it been so difficult to distin-
guish fact from fiction, evi-
dence from opinion, or truth
from carefully manufactured
falsehood. Every minute, thou-
sands of headlines, videos,
commentaries, analyses, and
opinions flood our mobile
screens. Some inform, many
influence, and far too many
deceive.

The greatest crisis of our
time is not merely misinfor-
mation—it is the erosion of
discernment.

BY
DR. FIAZ MAQBOOL FAZILI

Social media has undoubt-
edly democratized communi-
cation. Every individual now
has the power to publish, influ-
ence, and mobilize.Yet the
same technology has amplified
rumours,

half-truths, character assas-
sination, hate speech, and pro-
paganda on an unprecedented
scale. A fabricated story can
reach millions within hours,
while the truth often arrives
too late—after reputations
have been destroyed, fami-
lies shattered, institutions
discredited, and public trust
irreparably damaged.

In such an environment,
information alone is insuffi-
cient. What we desperately
need is wisdom, verification,
patience, integrity, and moral
courage.

More than fourteen cen-
turies ago, the Qur’an laid
down a timeless principle
that remains profoundly rele-
vant in today’s digital age: “O
believers! If a wicked person
brings you news, verify it
carefully, lest you harm people
unknowingly and later regret

OF DECEPTION.
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what you have done.” (Qur’an)

This is far more than a reli-
gious injunction. It is a univer-
sal ethical framework for jour-
nalism, justice, governance,
and responsible citizenship.
Unfortunately, today’s culture
encourages the opposite. We
share before we verify, react
before we reflect, and pass
judgment before discovering
the facts.

In the digital era, every
smartphone owner is effective-
ly a media outlet. Every click,
every repost, every forwarded
message carries ethical con-
sequences. The responsibili-
ty to “do no harm” no longer
belongs only to journalists or
editors; it belongs to every one
of us.

The algorithms that domi-
nate social media are indiffer-
ent to truth. Their currency is
attention. Outrage, controver-
sy, fear, and sensationalism
generate engagement, while
nuance and accuracy rarely
go viral. Consequently, false-
hood often travels farther and
faster than truth. Gradually,
emotion begins to replace
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evidence, confirmation bias
replaces critical thinking, and
people start believing narra-
tives that comfort their prej-
udices rather than challenge
them with facts.

The first discipline, there-
fore, is verification.

Do not believe every head-
line. Trace the original source.
Cross-check information
through credible channels.
Demand evidence before
drawing conclusions. When
certainty is absent, silence is
often an act of wisdom rather
than weakness. In an age
addicted to constant commen-
tary, restraint has become an
ethical virtue.

Equally important is accept-
ing the limits of our control.
Many of us sincerely wish to
confront every falsehood, cor-
rect every misconception, and
respond to every provocation.
While the intention may be
noble, the consequence is fre-
quently emotional exhaustion,
frustration, and anxiety.

The reality is simple. You

CONT. ON PAGE 10-11
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Jhumpa Lahiri’s “Roman Stories”:

Mapping the Quiet Cartography
of HumanLives

Dr Ratan Bhattacharjee

humpa Lahiri’s Roman
JStories ( A Collection of

Nine Stories originally
in her adopted language Ital-
ian) marks one of the most
fascinating phases in the lit-
erary journey of a writer who
has consistently transformed
geographical displacement
into profound artistic expres-
sion. Published after her
remarkable transition from
writing primarily in English
to embracing Italian as her
literary language, the collec-
tion stands as a testament
to her relentless pursuit of
linguistic renewal and cre-
ative reinvention. It is not
merely a collection of short
stories ( translated by her-
self and Todd Portnowitz)
set in Rome; it is an intri-
cate exploration of belong-
ing, alienation, migration,
memory, and the invisible
emotional boundaries that
shape contemporary urban
existence. Lahiri’s Rome is
neither the glittering city of
tourists nor the monumental
capital celebrated in guide-
books. Instead, it is a city
inhabited by ordinary people
whose lives unfold in apart-
ments, buses, schools, parks,
hospitals, cafés, railway sta-
tions, and anonymous streets
where personal histories
quietly intersect with larger
social realities.

The first short story col-
lection by the Pulitzer Prize-
winning author and master
of the form since her number
one New York Times best
seller Unaccustomed Earth .

Rome—metropolis and mon-
ument, suspended between
past and future, multi-fac-
eted and metaphysical—is
the protagonist, not the set-
ting, of these nine stories In
“The Boundary,” one family
vacations in the Roman
countryside, though we see
their lives through the eyes
of the caretaker’s daughter,
who nurses a wound from
her family’s immigrant past.
In “P’s Parties,” a Roman
couple, now empty nesters,
finds comfort and commu-
nity with foreigners at their
friend’s yearly birthday gath-
ering—until the husband
crosses a line. And in “The
Steps,” on a public staircase
that connects two neighbor-
hoods and the residents who
climb up and down it, we
see Italy’s capital in all of its
social and cultural variega-
tions, filled with the tensions
of a changing city: visibility

and invisibility, random acts
of aggression, the challenge
of straddling worlds and
cultures, and the meaning
of home.These are splendid,
searching stories, written
in Jhumpa Lahiri’s adopt-
ed language of Italian and
seamlessly translated by the
author and by Knopf editor
Todd Portnowitz. Stories
steeped in the moods of Ital-
ian master Alberto Moravia
and guided, in the concluding
tale, by the ineluctable ghost
of Dante Alighieri, whose
words lead the prot
Jhumpa Lahiri occu-
pies a distinctive position
among contemporary writ-
ers because of her sensitive
exploration of migration,
identity, language, and
human relationships. Like
many writers of her gen-
eration, she examines the
complexities of a globalized
world, but her quiet style and
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psychological depth set her
apart from her contemporar-
ies. Compared with Chima-
manda Ngozi Adichie, whose
works such as Americanah
focus on race, immigration,
feminism, and cultural poli-
tics, Lahiri’s fiction is more
inward and contempla-
tive. Adichie often presents
migration through the lens
of social conflict and identity
struggles, while Lahiri

emphasizes emotional
displacement, family bonds,
and the silent loneliness of
individuals living between
cultures.

Kazuo Ishiguro, another
major contemporary writer
concerned with memory
and identity, shares Lahiri’s
interest in personal histories
and emotional restraint. How-
ever, Ishiguro often explores
memory through unreliable

CONT. ON PAGE 11-13




SATURDAY
18 JULY 2026

6 |

TechStream

HT Saturday

LitStream

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
TAKES THE DRIVER'S SEAT:

HOW Al IS REVOLUTIONIZING
THE AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY

Zarafshan Manzoor

remarkable role in chang-

ing the future of the auto-
mobile industry. The way
cars are evolving, artificial
intelligence continues to rev-
olutionize the automobile
sector in beyond imagina-
tions “Artificial Intelligence
is no longer assisting driv-
ers; it is driving the future of
mobility”

The automobile industry
is currently undergoing one
of the most exciting techno-
logical transformations as
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
continues to empower and
propel the automobile indus-
try to unimaginable heights.
The concept of artificial intel-
ligence was once a thing of
science fiction, but it is now
an extremely important part
of modern automobile tech-
nology. By virtue of artifi-
cial intelligence, the auto-
mobile industry is not only
growing but becoming safer.
Advanced Driver Assistance
Systems or ADAS are some
of the best examples of how
it improved the driving expe-
rience and ensure maximum
road safety.

Intelligence (AI) plays a

ZARAFSHAN MANZOOR

ADAS isan advanced tech-
nologies that includes the use
of cameras, Radar, sensors,
and many more to allow cars
to mimic the skill of a human
driver. Cameras, Radar, and
sensors are crucial compo-
nents of modern-day auto-
mobiles that allow the car to
be aware of its surroundings
at all times. ADAS ensures
automatic brakes, parking
assistance, blind spot detec-
tion, driver monitoring sys-
tems, etc.

Besides computer vision,
The use of Robots in assem-
bling process, one can
imagine how technological
advancements in future will
be error free. Automobile
industry is booming with
efficiency and productivity
by employing AI. Consum-
ers are able to experience
the fruits of Al in automobile
industry on day to day basis.
Al-powered cars can under-
stand voice commands, sug-
gest a destination based on
driving patterns, navigate
through traffic efficiently
and even help in relaxing
the driver by controlling
the seat postures, acclima-
tion and entertainment. The
most fascinating innovation

is the invention of driverless
cars. The research activities
carried out by automobile
giants like Tesla, Waymo,
Mercedes Benz, and many
more is unimaginable.

India too has its share in
the research activities of
AT in automobile industry.
A team of researchers from
IISc, Wipro and RV college
of engineering have joined
hands together to devel-
op India's first indigenous
Al-powered autonomous
vehicle WIRIN. The Wipro
Industrial Research and
Innovation Network (WIRIN)
project is set to herald a new
era of intelligent mobility
in India. The automobile
industry is expected to see
exponential growth in the
field of automotive Al in the
next decade, according to
industry experts. Artificial
intelligence is set to play a
critical role in the future of
the automobile industry as
the industry moves towards
more connected and electri-
fied vehicles.

Analysts believe that con-
nected and smart vehicles
will be a key enabler in the
creation of smart mobili-
ty ecosystems in the near
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future. Artificial Intelligence
has changed automobile
industry, making it more
interesting and challenging
than ever before.

In the future, it will be
fascinating to watch how
artificial intelligence will
continue to influence and
dictate the future of the
automobile industry. There
are still some hurdles to
overcome, but it is amazing
to see how much has been
achieved in such a short
time span. Autonomous cars
have the potential to become
an integral part of our lives
and influence the future of
the automobile industry for
decades to come.

(Zarafshan Manzoor is a
technology professional,
international educator, and
researcher, currently serving
as a Computer Trainer at Foun-

dation World School. She is a

certified Cambridge Profes-
sional Development Qualifi-
cation (PDQ) educator and is
recognized within the South
Asian Cambridge educational
network for her expertise in
aligning global pedagogical
standards with active, stu-
dent-centred classroom learn-
ing.)
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Symbolic Landscapesin
"KAFKA ON THE SHORE*

MURAKAMI

Dr Purnima singh

Book: KAFKA ON THE
SHORE

Writer: Haruki Murakami
Translated from Japanese by
Philip Gabriel

Publisher: Vintage, Penguin
Random House, UK

First published in Vintage in
2005

Price: Rs.499

Pages : 505

aruki Murakami's
Kafka on the Shore
is less a convention-

al novel than a journey into
the unconscious, where every
object, name, piece of music,
dream, and myth functions as
a psychological symbol. The
novel suggests that reality
cannot be understood through
logic alone; instead, the psyche
communicates through sym-
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bols, dreams, literature, and
music.

The protagonist's chosen
name, Kafka, immediately
establishes this symbolic
framework. It invokes Franz
Kafka, the writer whose fic-
tion is marked by alienation,
metamorphosis, guilt, labyrin-
thine realities, and the search
for identity. Yet the name also
carries a birdlike resonance:
in Czech, Kafka is associated
with a jackdaw, a crow-like
bird linked to intelligence,
mystery, prophecy, and death.
In Spanish, the crow becomes
the cuervo, another figure of
omen and ambiguity. Muraka-
mi uses this layered symbol-
ism to make the name both
good and bad, protective and
ominous, much like Bosola,
whose character in The Duch-
ess of Malfi embodies moral
duality. By naming himself
Kafka, Tamura consciously
embraces a liminal identity,
becoming both the creator and
the prisoner of his own desti-
ny.The Japanese rendering,
Kafuka, intensifies this effect:
it sounds foreign, slightly dis-
torted, and uncanny, as if the
name has crossed into another
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KAFKA
ON THE SHORE

linguistic world without losing
its shadow.The name rep-
resents an individual willing
to enter the darkest regions of
the psyche in search of truth.
The "boy named Crow," who
accompanies Kafka, functions
much like Jung's shadow,
urging him to confront fear
rather than escape it.

The title itself carries pro-
found symbolic significance.
The shore represents the
threshold between conscious
awareness and the uncon-
scious mind. It is neither
entirely land nor sea but an
in-between space where mem-
ories, dreams, spirits, and real-
ity intersect. Like Carl Jung's
concept of individuation, the
shore becomes the place where
opposing elements—Ilife and
death, memory and forgetting,
reality and imagination—can
coexist. Every journey toward
the shore is simultaneously a
journey toward self-aware-
ness.

Dreams occupy a central
role throughout the novel.
Murakami treats dreams not
as meaningless fantasies but
as psychological realities.
They reveal hidden desires,
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unresolved trauma, and
archetypal truths inaccessi-
ble to waking consciousness.
Dreams dissolve the rigid
boundaries between inner
and outer worlds, suggesting
that the unconscious continu-
ally shapes human existence.
Murakami echoes Jung's belief
that dreams are messages
from the psyche guiding indi-
viduals toward psychological
wholeness.

Books serve an equal-
ly symbolic function.The
Komura Memorial Library
is more than a repository
of knowledge; it becomes a
sacred psychological space
where forgotten memories
and buried identities are pre-
served. Reading becomes an
inward journey rather than
an accumulation of informa-
tion. Miss Saeki's own need to
write everything down reflects
this same impulse: she tries
to preserve memory against
disappearance, turning lan-
guage into a fragile defense
against loss.The library's col-
lections—including works on
cats, wars, Beethoven, Adolf

CONT. ON PAGE 13




SATURDAY
18 JULY 2026

8

The Mystical Poetry of Soch Kral...

HT Saturday

LitStream

FROM PAGE ...

THE MYSTICAL POETRY OF SOCH KRAL...

ship. In Sufi discourse, friend-
ship (dosti) is rarely confined
to ordinary human compan-
ionship; rather, it signifies
intimacy with the Divine.
The speaker’s invitation,
“Come, let us enter into true
friendship,” appears para-
doxical, since friendship with
the Divine cannot simply be
initiated by human desire.
The friend’s response, “Why
should we not?”, suggests that
the obstacle lies not in divine
reluctance but in the seeker’s
preparedness. This dialogue
echoes the Qur'anic portrayal
of the seeker’s search for the
Creator. In Surah Bagarah,
verse 186, it is said, “Wa idha
sa’alaka ibadi anni fa inni
gareeb. Ujeebu da’wata ad-da’i
idha da’aan. Fal-yastajeeboo
lee wal-yu’'minoo bee la’alla-
hum yarshudoon” (When My
servants ask you, O Prophet,
about Me: I am truly nearby. I
respond to one’s prayer when
they call upon Me. So let them
respond with obedience to
Me and believe in Me, perhaps
they will be guided to the Right
Way).

The subsequent request—
“Tell me something of the
Truth”—elicits a striking
response: “Those who truly
heard it were overcome with
shame.” Shame here should
not be understood as guilt
in the ordinary moral sense.
Instead, it represents the
profound existential humil-
ity experienced when one
confronts divine reality and
recognizes the inadequacy of
the ego. The poet implies that
authentic spiritual knowledge
strips away self-conceit rather
than inflating intellectual
pride.

The seeker inquires about
attaining true realization of
the self. The Creator replies
that the path begins with taz-
kiya—the purification of the
soul. In Islamic tradition, Taz-
kiya is a lifelong process of
cleansing the heart of destruc-
tive qualities such as jealou-
sy, anger, pride, and greed,
while cultivating virtues like
humility, sincerity, gratitude,
patience, and constant remem-

brance of Allah. Through this
purification, the soul draws
closer to its Creator and comes
to know its true reality. It is
pertinent to mention here that
wadhu (ablution) is known as
purifying one’s body. So, a
true Muslim purifies his body
and soul in remembrance of
Allah. The Quran talks about
the purification of both body
and soul at many places. For
instance, in 2: 222, Allah says,
“inna Allah yuhibut-tawabee-
na wa yuhibul muta-tahireen”
(Surely Allah loves those who
always turn to Him in repen-
tance and those who purify
themselves), and in 87: 14 and
91:9, respectively, it is said,
“gad aflaha man tazaka” and
“gqad aflaha man zakaaha”
both mean the same and, that
is, “Indeed, he has succeeded
who purifies it [the soul]”.

In a dialogue, the seeker
asks about the abode of the
Creator. He replies that He
lives everywhere—in desolate
or populous areas. The seeker
also wanted to know why some
are joyful and some are sor-
rowful. To this, the Creator
replies that that is the way the
world goes (cf. The Qur’an,
Chapters 53: 43 and 95: 5-6).
The abode is a realm where
“there is neither dawn nor
dusk.” This image transcends
physical geography and tem-
poral existence. Morning and
evening symbolize the cycli-
cal nature of worldly life; their
absence signifies the eternal
dimension beyond time. Hop-
kins (1844-1889) talks about the
presence of God in the world in
‘God’s Grandeur’:

The world is charged with
the grandeur of God.

It will flame out, like shin-
ing from shook foil;

It gathers to a greatness,
like the ooze of o0il

Crushed. Why do men then
now not reck his rod?

Generations have trod, have
trod, have trod;

And all is seared with
trade; bleared, smeared with
toil;

And wears man's smudge
and shares man's smell: the
soil
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Is bare now, nor can foot
feel, being shod.

And for all this, nature is
never spent;

There lives the dearest
freshness deep down things;

And though the last lights
off the black West went

Oh, morning, at the brown
brink eastward, springs —

Because the Holy Ghost over
the bent

World broods with warm
breast and with ah! bright
wings.

Similarly, the Qur'an
describes Allah as the Lord
of the Easts and the Wests,
emphasizing His transcen-
dence over all space and
direction. In Surah Al-Hadid
(57:3), it is said, “Huwa al-Aw-
walu wal-Akhiru waz-Zahiru
wal-Batinu, wa huwa bikulli
shay’in Aleem” (He is the First
and the Last, the Manifest and
the Hidden, and He is Knowing
of all things).

The concluding couplet
serves as both signature and
theological declaration. The
image of Alif, the first letter
of the Arabic alphabet, carries
rich symbolic significance in
Islamic mysticism. Its singular
upright form traditionally rep-
resents divine unity (tawheed),
primordial existence, and the
unconditioned nature of God—
the One God. Since it has no
dot, some mystics say it is free
from multiplicity and distinc-
tion. It stands alone, simple
and indivisible. By contrast,
the dotted letters represent the
world of diversity and mani-
festation.

The final affirmation that
“the sovereignty of the Sover-
eign Lord rests in His hands
alone” completes the poem’s
movement from human ques-
tioning to divine transcen-
dence, emphasizing absolute
dependence upon God. It is
interesting to note that the
idea that God alone is the abso-
lute authority is at the core of
Islamic philosophy as enjoined
in a small but very significant
chapter of the Quran, Surah
Ikhlas (112), which goes like
this:

1 Qul huwa Allahu Ahad

(Say, “He is Allah, the One.”)
2 Allahu-amad (Allah,
the Eternal Refuge (the
Self-Sufficient, upon Whom all
depend)
3 Lam yalid walam yulad
(He neither begets nor is born.)
4 Wa lam yakun lahu
kufuwan Ahad (And there is
none comparable to Him.)
[Note: Chapter 112, known
as Surah Al-Ikhlas is a unique
chapter in that it embodies the
essence of the entire Quran in
just four verses. It has been
termed as one-third of the
entire Quran (cf. Bukhari,
Hadith Nos 5013 & 14). A com-
panion of the Prophet who led
prayers in one of the mosques
in Madina would recite this
surah in every raka’at of salah
before reading some other
verses. They brought this to
the notice of the Prophet. On
enquiring, the companion told
the Prophet that he loved this
surah. The Prophet told him
that this love would take him
to Jannat (see, Tirmizi 2901)]
Stylistically, the poem
achieves considerable depth
through remarkable econo-
my of expression. It employs
brief conversational exchang-
es whose simplicity conceals
philosophical complexity. This
dialogic technique recalls both
Qur'anic modes of questioning
and classical Sufi instruction-
al conversations, allowing
each answer to function as a
spiritual paradox inviting con-
templation rather than provid-
ing exhaustive explanation.
From a literary standpoint,
however, some structural
weaknesses become appar-
ent. Some of the transitions
between the dialogues feel
rather abrupt, and the shift
from the intimate exchange to
the final aphoristic statement
is not as smoothly integrat-
ed as it could be. In addition,
readers unfamiliar with Sufi
symbolism may find referenc-
es such as Alif difficult to fully
understand, as the poem pro-
vides little context for them.
As aresult, its deeper meaning
is best appreciated by those
who already possess some
familiarity with the mystical
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tradition on which it draws.

Overall, the poem succeeds
as a compact mystical medita-
tion on friendship, self-purifi-
cation, divine transcendence,
and spiritual realization. Its
power lies in its ability to
compress profound meta-
physical insights into decep-
tively simple exchanges.

It is interesting to note that
Sufi poets of the era relied
heavily on the Quran for
their understanding of the
universe and its Creator. As
readers must have noticed,
Soch Kral is trying to under-
stand Self vis-a-vis its Creator
through exchanges which
lead us directly to the Qura-
nic verses, especially those
that tell us about how God’s
servants can lead a better
life if they understand why
they were created: Alladzi
khalaga al-mawta wal-haya-
ta liyabluwakum ayyukum
ahsanu 'amala (He who cre-
ated death and life to test you
[as to] which of you is best in
deed—Chapter 67:2).

The second poem starts
with badkaar paano khodrah
drakho tsena yaad rooduy na
kenh (O my wayward soul,
steeped in pride,/you’ve
forgotten all that once was
known). Below are given
select lines:

O my wayward soul,
steeped in pride,

You’ve forgotten all that
once was known.

This world is fleeting, des-
tined to fade—

Why have you come? You've
forgotten your purpose.

From your father's loins
you entered your mother's
womb,

Do you recall the state you
were in then?

Helpless and unseen, you
emerged into this world,

Yet even that beginning has
slipped from your memory.

The Most Holy Lord fash-
ioned Adam

From water, earth, and the
breath of air.

Then the command came to
the soul:

“Enter this body that has
been prepared for you”

Alas, you have forgotten
even that sacred decree.

I sought my destiny in
every place,

Yet nowhere could I find its
trace.

O Destiny, upon whom hast

thou smiled?

Alas, you have forgotten
even this.

Cast aside your pride, and
ascend to the realm of the
Divine;

Come to know your Lord in
truth.

O impure soul, only then
shall you be made pure—

Yet even this, you have for-
gotten.

The poem opens with a
direct address to the “way-
ward soul, steeped in pride,”
immediately identifying
pride (kibr) as the primary
obstacle separating humani-
ty from divine truth. In Sufi
psychology, pride is one of
the defining characteristics
of the nafs al-ammarah (the
egoistic self), which inclines
human beings toward self-de-
lusion and forgetfulness of
God. The Quran puts it like
this: “Indeed, the soul is a
persistent enjoiner of evil,
except those upon whom
my Lord has mercy” (Surah
Yusuf:53). This is in sharp
contrast to nafs al-lawama
(The Self-Reproaching Self),
a soul in continuous inner
struggle between its desires
and morality. Allah swears
by this soul in Surah Qiya-
mah thus: “And I swear by
the reproaching soul.” The
highest state of mind is when
the soul remains content and
is free from all evil thoughts.
That is called nafs al-mut-
ma’inna (The tranquil soul)
about whom the Quran says:
“0O tranquil soul, return to
your Lord, well-pleased and
pleasing [to Him]” (Surah
Al-Fajr).

Soch Kral presents the
soul’s arrogance not as a
moral failing alone but as
the source of epistemological
blindness. The accusation
that the soul has “forgotten
all that once was known”
invokes the Qur'anic under-
standing that humanity pos-
sesses an innate awareness
(fitrah) of the Creator, an
awareness obscured rather
than destroyed by worldly
existence. Satan fell from
grace because of his pride.
He was commanded to obey
his Lord, but he refused as he
felt he was superior to Adam,
whom God had created, and
asked the angels to prostrate
before him. Satan was asked
why he declined to obey the

command. He replied: “I am
better than he. You created
me from fire, while You creat-
ed him from clay.” At another
place, the Quran says when
Allah commanded, all angels
prostrated but not Satan,
which resulted in his being
accursed or banished (Mus-
lims have been asked to say
audhu billlahi minash shai-
tanir rajeem (I seek refuge
in Allah from Satan, the
accursed (or outcast) when
they recite the Quran).

The narrator reminds the
listener of his origin. Travel-
ling from his father’s loins”
into his “mother’s womb,”
he was, once, in a state of
“helplessness and unseen”
before emerging “into this
world”. The listener has for-
gotten that state— “Yet even
that beginning has slipped
from your memory”. One is
reminded of Chapter 86:5-7
(Surah Tariq) of the Quran,
where this process is men-
tioned:

5 So let man but think
from what he was created!

6 He was created of a
gushing fluid.

7 Emanating between
the loins and the ribs

Soch Kral is essentially pre-
senting the same idea as what
is found in the Quran. Does
the “gushing fluid” really
travel from the father’s spine
(or back) and ribs before
entering the mother’s womb?
Science tells us a completely
different story. Semen isn’t
produced in the spine but
elsewhere. However, that
isn’t our concern here. The
poet repeatedly reminds him-
self of forgetting, and in this
way, the poem presents a pro-
foundly theological medita-
tion on the human condition,
situating the soul’s existen-
tial crisis within the frame-
work of Islamic spirituality
and Sufi metaphysics. Rather
than treating human igno-
rance as a lack of knowledge,
it conceptualizes it as a condi-
tion of forgetfulness (ghaflah),
a central theme in Islamic
thought. Through sustained
apostrophe, scriptural allu-
sion, and repetitive exhorta-
tion, the poet constructs an
ethical discourse that urges
the soul to recover its primor-
dial awareness of God. Con-
sequently, the poem may be
read not merely as devotional
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verse but as an exploration of
ontology, spiritual psychol-
ogy, and the metaphysics of
remembrance.

The central motif of the
poem is the tension between
remembrance (dhikr) and
forgetfulness (ghaflah). Each
major section ends with the
refrain, “you have forgotten,”
turning repetition into both
a rhetorical strategy and a
philosophical statement. As
the refrain recurs, it reveals
progressively deeper levels of
spiritual estrangement. The
soul forgets the transience of
worldly life, its helpless state
before birth, its divine origin,
its primordial covenant, and,
ultimately, the true purpose
of its earthly existence. This
pattern of repetition reflects
the recurring cycle of human
forgetfulness frequently
emphasized in the Qur'an,
where remembrance is pre-
sented as the cornerstone of
faith and forgetfulness as the
root of spiritual decline.

A particularly significant
dimension of the poem is its
reconstruction of sacred his-
tory. The reference to Adam’s
creation from water, earth,
and divine breath situates
individual human existence
within the broader cosmo-
logical narrative of creation.
The description of the soul
receiving the command to
inhabit the prepared body
recalls classical Islamic
understandings of the rela-
tionship between spirit (rooh)
and body, emphasizing that
embodiment itself is divinely
ordained rather than acciden-
tal— “So when I have fash-
ioned him and breathed into
him of My spirit, fall in pros-
tration to him” (Surah Al-Hi-
jr: 29 and Surah Sad: 72).”

Although the poem does not
explicitly invoke the Qur'anic
Covenant (Meethaaq)— “Am
I not your Lord?” (Qur'an
7:172)—its insistence that
the soul has forgotten what
it once knew strongly reso-
nates with that foundational
concept. The poem thereby
frames earthly life as a pro-
cess of recovering forgotten
knowledge rather than dis-
covering something entirely
new.

The poem also articulates
a distinctly Sufi concep-
tion of knowledge. Genuine
knowledge is presented not
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as intellectual accumulation
but as experiential recogni-
tion (ma rifah). The imper-
ative, “Come to know your
Lord in truth,” suggests that
authentic knowledge of God
transcends rational inquiry
and demands spiritual purifi-
cation. The concluding asser-
tion that the impure soul
becomes pure only through
knowledge of the Divine
echoes the Sufi doctrine of
tazkiyat al-nafs (purification
of the self), whereby remem-
brance, humility, and submis-
sion gradually transform the
ego into a receptive vessel for
divine illumination.

Stylistically, the poem priv-
ileges clarity over ornamenta-
tion. Its diction is deliberately
simple, relying on imperative
verbs, rhetorical questions,
and repetitive structures
instead of elaborate met-
aphorical networks. The
poem’s repetitive cadence
resembles the rhythmic qual-
ity of devotional exhortation,
reinforcing its affinity with
oral preaching and spiritual
counsel.

Nevertheless, the work
reveals certain artistic lim-
itations. The predominance
of explicit moral instruction
occasionally reduces inter-
pretive ambiguity, leaving
comparatively little space
for symbolic complexity or
multiple layers of meaning.
Unlike the highly metaphor-
ical poetry of major Persian
Sufi poets, whose imagery
simultaneously conceals and
reveals mystical truths, this
poem communicates its theo-

logical message with direct
transparency. The section
concerning destiny (“I sought
my destiny in every place...”)
is comparatively less inte-
grated into the poem's prin-
cipal thematic movement.
While it introduces existen-
tial uncertainty, its relation-
ship to the dominant motif
of remembrance could have
been developed with greater
conceptual coherence.

From a literary perspec-
tive, the poem belongs to
the didactic-mystical tradi-
tion rather than the lyrical
tradition. Its objective is
transformation rather than
aesthetic contemplation. Con-
sequently, its success should
be evaluated according to its
spiritual and philosophical
coherence rather than solely
according to conventional
poetic criteria such as imag-
ery or figurative innovation.
The poem's emotional force
derives from its persistent
ethical interrogation rather
than from dramatic narrative
or symbolic richness.

Ultimately, the poem
presents a unified vision of
human existence ground-
ed in Islamic metaphysics.
Humanity is portrayed as a
being suspended between
earthly forgetfulness and
divine remembrance, whose
tragedy lies not in ignorance
but in the loss of primordi-
al knowledge. The repeated
call to abandon pride and
seek the Divine affirms that
redemption remains possi-
ble through remembrance
(dhikr), self-purification

(tazkiyah), and experiential
knowledge (ma rifah). In this
respect, the poem embodies
one of the central insights of
Islamic spirituality: that the
journey to God is fundamen-
tally a journey of remember-
ing what the soul has always
known.

Conclusion

The two poems discussed
above illustrate the distinc-
tive synthesis of poetic art-
istry, Islamic theology, and
Sufi metaphysics that defines
Soch Kral’s poetry. Though
they differ in tone and struc-
ture, both poems are bound
by a shared spiritual vision:
the first unfolds as a dialogue
between the seeker and the
Divine, charting a path of
self-purification and the
attainment of ultimate truth;
the second turns inward,
gently reminding the soul
of its primordial origin, its
eternal covenant with God,
and its authentic purpose in
existence.

The poet draws deeply
from Qur’anic concepts and
core Islamic spiritual tradi-
tions, making clear that his
mystical insights are firmly
grounded in religious ortho-
doxy rather than existing
apart from it. Soch Kral has
arare gift for rendering com-
plex theological ideas into
verse that is both accessible
and intellectually rich, guid-
ing readers to look beyond the
external rituals of religion
toward a profound inner real-
ization of faith.

Far more than a regional

Sufi poet, Soch Kral emerges
as a perceptive explorer of the
human condition. His endur-
ing power lies in the seamless
union of literary beauty and
spiritual wisdom. His poems
continue to resonate not only
with students of Kashmiri
literature but with anyone
engaged in the universal
journey of self-knowledge,
remembrance of God, and
the discovery of the Divine
within the human soul.

Readers interested in know-
ing how English poets have
dealt with themes like this
may read Emily Dickinson
who is known for her mysti-
cism. For instance, this poem
of hers could be interpreted
as a seeker’s quest for the
Creator, though in a broader
sense, it talks about fidelity to
one’s purpose—that is what
Soch Kral is reminding all the
time. Abandoning it would be
treason:

When the Astronomer
stops seeking

For his Pleiad's Face—

When the lone British Lady

Forsakes the Arctic Race

When to his Covenant
Needle

The Sailor doubting turns—

It will be amply early

To ask what treason means.

The poem says that a true
seeker cannot cease seeking
the Creator any more than an
astronomer can cease looking
at the stars or a sailor can
stop trusting the compass.
To abandon that quest would
be a kind of spiritual betray-
al—hence the reference to
“treason.”

FROM PAGE 4...

DIGITAL DETOX!...

cannot correct every lie. You
cannot silence every propa-
gandist. You cannot transform
every mind. What you can
transform is your own char-
acter. You can choose hones-
ty over exaggeration, fairness
over prejudice, evidence over
emotion, and dignity over out-
rage.

True peace begins when we
recognise that our greatest
responsibility lies not in con-
trolling others but in govern-
ing ourselves.

Another urgent necessity is
what psychologists now call
digital detox.

For millions, the day begins
and ends with a glowing
screen. Constant exposure to
political conflict, violence,
disasters, economic uncer-
tainty, endless arguments,
and sensational news quietly
drains emotional resilience.
Research consistently shows
that excessive consumption
of negative digital content
contributes to stress, anxiety,
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depression, sleep disturbanc-
es, and emotional fatigue.

Disconnecting periodically
is not escapism,; it is emotional
hygiene. Spend time with your
family.

Read meaningful books.
Walk in nature. Reflect in
silence. Pray regularly. Recite
the Holy books, whatever faith
you follow. Remember God.
Serve someone less fortunate.
These simple acts nourish the
heart in ways no notification
ever can.The fourth pillar is

patience.

Modern culture often mis-
takes patience for passivity.
In reality, patience is a disci-
plined strength. It is the abili-
ty to remain principled under
pressure, composed amidst
chaos, and steadfast despite
adversity.

The Qur’an repeatedly
reminds believers: “Indeed,
Allah is with those who are
patient.” This divine assur-
ance is not merely theolog-
ical; it is profoundly psy-
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chological. Patience enables
clear judgment where panic
clouds reason. It allows truth
to mature while falsehood con-
sumes itself.

History repeatedly demon-
strates that lies may enjoy
temporary victories, but they
rarely withstand the test of
time. Truth may move slowly,
but its foundations are endur-
ing.

Another forgotten virtue is
gratitude. Modern consumer
culture thrives by convinc-
ing people they are perpetu-
ally incomplete. Social media
intensifies this illusion by
displaying carefully curated
lives, edited successes, and
filtered perfection. Rarely do
we see loneliness, failure, sac-
rifice, or grief. Comparison
breeds dissatisfaction. Grati-
tude cultivates contentment.

A grateful heart is less vul-
nerable to envy, resentment,
and endless competition. It
discovers abundance where
others see scarcity. Human
beings are also shaped pro-
foundly by the company they
keep.

Spend enough time among
those consumed by gossip,
cynicism, anger, and conspira-
¢y, and eventually their habits
become your own. Surround

yourself instead with people
of integrity, learning, compas-
sion, and intellectual honesty.
Good character is contagious.

The Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) beauti-
fully illustrated this by com-
paring good companionship to
the seller of fine perfume: even
if you purchase nothing, you
leave carrying its fragrance.

Perhaps the most danger-
ous habit of the digital age is
instant judgment.

A thirty-second video clip.
A cropped photograph. A
selectively edited recording.
A provocative headline.

Within moments, countless
individuals appoint them-
selves investigator, prosecu-
tor, judge, jury, and execu-
tioner. Context disappears.
Due process vanishes. Nuance
dies.

Justice, however, has never
been compatible with haste.
The consequences are visible
everywhere. Public trust is
declining. Relationships are
becoming fragile. Institutions
struggle to retain credibility.
Communities grow increas-
ingly polarised. Individuals
experience deeper loneliness
and anxiety. No legislation
alone can repair this damage.

The real solution lies in

ethical education, intellectual
maturity, media literacy, and
moral responsibility.

Our children must learn not
merely how to use technolo-
gy, but how to question infor-
mation, evaluate evidence,
distinguish opinion from
fact, disagree respectfully,
and appreciate that silence is
sometimes wiser than imme-
diate reaction.

Perhaps each of us should
pause daily and ask three
uncomfortable questions:

Do I contribute to truth—
or merely amplify noise? Do
my words heal divisions—or
deepen them? Do I speak after
verification—or merely react
to emotion?

If every citizen made a
simple commitment never to
forward unverified informa-
tion, never to compromise
another person’s dignity for
online attention, never to con-
fuse disagreement with hos-
tility, and always to uphold
truth, patience, and fairness,
society would become mark-
edly more civil, trustworthy,
and peaceful.

Truth does not require loud
voices to survive. Falsehood
fears only one thing: light. In
this age of deception, the great-
est act of courage is neither

shouting the loudest nor post-
ing the fastest. It is cultivating
discernment, verifying before
believing, exercising patience
before reacting, and allowing
personal integrity to become
asource of trust in an increas-
ingly distrustful world.

Civilizations are not ulti-
mately sustained by technol-
ogy, wealth, or power. They
endure because ordinary
people choose honesty over
convenience, wisdom over
impulse, and character over
popularity.

That choice remains ours—
every day, with every word
we speak, every message we
forward, and every truth we
choose to defend.

(Dr. Fiaz Magbool Fazili is

a senior consultant surgeon,
healthcare quality and patient
safety expert, columnist, and
healthcare policy adviser. He
has served in leadership posi-
tions in India and Saudi Arabia,
including Director of TQM and
Hospital Policy Planning at King
Fahd Hospital, Madinah, and
Consultant Surgeon at SKIMS,
Srinagar. A certified healthcare
quality professional and clinical
auditor, he writes extensively on
healthcare standards, patient
safety, medical ethics, cancer
awareness, and public health.)

FROM PAGE5...

JHUMPA LAHIRP’S “ROMAN STORIES”...

narrators and philosophical
questions about regret and
human limitations, where-
as Lahiri focuses more on
cultural belonging and the
immigrant experience.

Zadie Smith also explores
multicultural societies, espe-
cially in works dealing with
race, class, and urban life.
Smith’s style is energetic,
diverse, and socially expan-
sive, while Lahiri’s prose
is minimalist, delicate, and
focused on subtle emotion-
al changes within ordinary
lives.

Compared with Haruki
Murakami, who blends
realism with surrealism to
explore alienation and exis-
tential uncertainty, Lahiri
remains firmly rooted in

realistic human experiences.
Both writers, however, share
an interest in loneliness and
the search for meaning in
modern life.

What distinguishes Lahiri
is her extraordinary rela-
tionship with language. Her
decision to write in Italian
represents a rare artistic
journey of self-reinvention.
Unlike many contemporary
writers who use multilin-
gualism as a theme, Lahiri
has transformed it into a
personal creative experience.
Thus, while contemporary
writers explore globalization,
identity, and human uncer-
tainty in different ways,
Jhumpa Lahiri’s unique con-
tribution lies in her ability
to reveal universal emotions

through the intimate sto-
ries of ordinary people. Her
literature creates a bridge
between cultures, languag-
es, and human experiences.
From the beginning of her lit-
erary career, Jhumpa Lahiri
demonstrated an extraordi-
nary ability to illuminate the
emotional complexities of
displacement. In Interpreter
of Maladies, The Namesake,
Unaccustomed Earth, and
later works, she explored the
experiences of immigrants,
their children, and the intri-
cate negotiations between
homeland and adopted coun-
try. Roman Stories expands
this thematic universe while
simultaneously shifting its
geographical and linguistic
centre. Rome becomes not
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merely a backdrop but a
living organism, breathing
through its neighbourhoods,
its multicultural inhabitants,
and its layered history. The
city itself emerges as one
of the principal characters,
silently influencing the des-
tinies of those who inhabit it.

One of the defining
strengths of the collection
lies in Lahiri’s remarkable
ability to portray migration
not as an exceptional condi-
tion but as an everyday real-
ity. The characters in these
stories come from diverse
cultural backgrounds. Some
are immigrants who have
arrived in Rome seeking
opportunity or refuge. Others
are native Italians negotiat-
ing a rapidly changing soci-
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ety. Some are children born
into multicultural families,
while others are elderly indi-
viduals who witness their
familiar neighbourhoods
transforming beyond recog-
nition.

Through these varied per-
spectives,

Lahiri presents migra-
tion as one of the defining
human experiences of the
twenty-first century. The
boundaries separating insid-
ers from outsiders become
increasingly fragile, reveal-
ing that every individual car-
ries some form of emotional
displacement.

The Rome of these stories
is strikingly different from
its familiar image in popular
imagination.There are no
extended descriptions of the
Colosseum, the Vatican, or
the Spanish Steps intended
to enchant tourists. Instead,
Lahiri directs the reader’s
attention toward apartment
buildings, crowded buses,
schools, courtyards, grocery
shops, and quiet suburban
districts where ordinary
life unfolds with understat-
ed intensity. This deliberate
shift from monumental his-
tory to everyday existence
reflects Lahiri’s artistic phi-
losophy. Great literature, she
suggests, resides not in spec-
tacular events but in seem-
ingly insignificant encoun-
ters that gradually reveal
the hidden architecture of
human emotions. Loneli-
ness emerges as perhaps the
most pervasive emotional
landscape throughout the
collection. Yet Lahiri never
presents solitude as merely
an individual psychological
condition. Rather, loneli-
ness becomes a shared social
experience characteristic of
modern metropolitan life.
Individuals surrounded by
millions nevertheless strug-
gle to establish meaningful
human connections. Parents
fail to understand their chil-
dren. Neighbours coexist
without genuine intimacy.
Married couples discover
widening emotional distanc-
es despite sharing the same
physical space. Friends
gradually become strangers
through silence rather than
conflict. These subtle por-
trayals demonstrate Lahiri’s
extraordinary sensitivity to

the invisible fractures under-
lying contemporary relation-
ships.

Language occupies an
equally significant place
within the stories. Having
herself experienced the chal-
lenges and liberation asso-
ciated with adopting Italian
as her principal literary
language, Lahiri writes with
exceptional awareness of
linguistic uncertainty. Her
characters frequently nego-
tiate multiple languages,
accents, misunderstandings,
and translations. Communi-
cation becomes simultane-
ously possible and incom-
plete. Words succeed in con-
veying information while
often failing to express emo-
tional truth. Silence, there-
fore, acquires extraordinary
significance. Much of what
matters most remains unspo-
ken, communicated through
gestures, pauses, glances,
and absences.

Identity remains another
central concern throughout
Roman Stories. Yet identity
here is never fixed or singu-
lar. The characters inhabit
multiple cultural, linguis-
tic, familial, and personal
identities simultaneously.
An immigrant mother may
feel both attachment and
estrangement toward her
homeland. A child born
in Italy may nevertheless
experience subtle exclusion
because of family origins.
Native Romans confront
changing neighbourhoods
that no longer resemble
the city of their childhood
memories. Identity there-
fore becomes fluid, negoti-
ated continuously rather
than inherited permanent-
ly. Lahiri avoids simplistic
definitions of nationality,
ethnicity, or belonging,
emphasizing instead the com-
plex intersections shaping
modern lives.

Women occupy particu-
larly significant positions
within the collection. Lahiri
portrays daughters, mothers,
wives, widows, profession-
als, immigrants, and elder-
ly women with remarkable
psychological depth. Their
lives are shaped by domes-
tic responsibilities, profes-
sional ambitions, cultural
expectations, aging, mother-
hood, and personal desires.

Yet Lahiri avoids reducing
female experience to ideolog-
ical statements. Her women
possess individuality beyond
social categories. They make
mistakes, nurture hopes,
experience disappointment,
seek independence, and nego-
tiate relationships with quiet
resilience. Their struggles
often unfold internally rather
than dramatically, revealing
Lahiri’s preference for emo-
tional nuance over overt con-
flict.

Children also play vital
roles within many stories.
They frequently observe
adult behaviour with
remarkable clarity while
remaining unable to fully
comprehend its emotional
implications. Lahiri consis-
tently resists moral judg-
ment. Her characters are
neither heroes nor villains.
Instead, they inhabit morally
ambiguous situations requir-
ing empathy rather than
condemnation. A neglectful
parent may simultaneously
be deeply loving. An emo-
tionally distant spouse may
struggle with invisible grief.
An immigrant may experi-
ence both gratitude toward a
new country and longing for
the homeland left behind. By
refusing simplistic binaries,
Lahiri encourages readers
to recognize the complexity
inherent within ordinary
human behaviour.

Memory functions
throughout the collection
as both refuge and burden.
Characters revisit child-
hood homes, recall vanished
neighbourhoods, remember
departed relatives, or mental-
ly reconstruct places trans-
formed by time. Yet memory
never provides complete con-
solation. The remembered
past remains irretrievable,
filtered through emotion
and imagination. Rome itself
becomes a city layered with
countless personal memories
coexisting alongside histori-
cal monuments. Critics have
frequently associated Lahiri
with themes of diaspora, yet
Roman Stories demonstrates
that her literary vision has
expanded considerably
beyond conventional immi-
grant narratives.

While migration remains
important, the collection ulti-
mately examines universal
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questions concerning human
connection, isolation, belong-
ing, aging, and change. Rome
becomes simultaneously a
specific city and a metaphor
for every modern metropo-
lis where diverse popula-
tions negotiate coexistence
amidst rapid social trans-
formation. Consequently,
readers from vastly different
cultural backgrounds rec-
ognize aspects of their own
experiences within these
stories.The influence of Ital-
ian literary traditions subtly
enriches the collection with-
out overshadowing Lahiri’s
distinctive voice. One senses
an appreciation for careful
observation, understated
realism, and philosophical
reflection characteristic of
much modern Italian fiction.
Yet Lahiri integrates these
influences seamlessly into
her own artistic sensibility,
creating a literary style that
transcends national catego-
ries. Her work increasingly
belongs to world literature
rather than any single lin-
guistic or cultural tradition.

Perhaps the greatest
achievement of Roman Sto-
ries lies in its quiet confi-
dence. Contemporary liter-
ature often seeks dramatic
events, sensational revela-
tions, or ideological certain-
ty. Lahiri instead embraces
uncertainty, ambiguity,
and emotional subtlety. She
trusts ordinary lives to con-
tain extraordinary signif-
icance. She demonstrates
that profound human truths
frequently emerge through
fleeting encounters, mis-
understood conversations,
unnoticed gestures, and
silent acts of endurance. Such
artistic restraint demands
attentive reading, reward-
ing those willing to inhabit
the contemplative rhythm of
her narratives.The collection
also raises significant ques-
tions about what constitutes
home. Is home determined
by birthplace, language,
memory, citizenship, family,
or emotional attachment?
Lahiri deliberately avoids
definitive answers. Her char-
acters construct provisional
homes within changing cir-
cumstances, discovering that
belonging often exists less as
ageographical fact than as an
evolving emotional relation-
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ship. Home becomes some-
thing continually negotiated
rather than permanently pos-
sessed.

At a broader cultural
level, Roman Stories reflect
contemporary Europe’s
increasingly multicultural
reality. Immigration, global-
ization, linguistic diversity,
and demographic transfor-
mation reshape urban life
throughout the continent.
Lahiri neither romanticizes
nor condemns these develop-
ments. Instead, she portrays
their human consequences
with remarkable sensitivity.
Her fiction reminds us that

every stranger encountered
on a street, bus, or apartment
staircase carries a private
history worthy of imagina-
tion and compassion. Such
recognition represents not
merely literary achievement
but an ethical act, encourag-
ing greater empathy within
increasingly fragmented
societies.

In the final analysis,
Roman Stories stands
among Jhumpa Lahiri’s most
mature and intellectually
rewarding works. It confirms
her evolution from an accom-
plished chronicler of immi-
grant experience into a truly

international writer whose
concerns transcend geo-
graphical boundaries while
remaining deeply rooted
in particular places. Rome
becomes both a real city and
a symbolic landscape where
questions of identity, migra-
tion, memory, language,
and belonging acquire uni-
versal resonance.Through
elegant prose, psychologi-
cal precision, and profound
emotional restraint, Lahiri
demonstrates once again
that the quietest stories often
possess the greatest power.
Lahiri offers something
increasingly rare: literature

of silence, patience, empathy,
and enduring human insight.
The collection confirms her
place among the most signif-
icant contemporary writers,
reminding us that the most
meaningful journeys often
occur not across continents
alone but within the hidden
landscapes of the human
heart.
International Dickens Medal
Winner Multi lingual columnist
, poet and short story writer Dr
Ratan Bhattacharjee is a former
Affiliate Facultu of Virginia
Commonwealth University USA
. He may be reached at profra-
tanbhattacharjee@gmail.com

FROM PAGE7...

SYMBOLICLANDSCAPES IN...

Schneider, and the human
intestine—appear strangely
disconnected, yet together
they map the complexity of
human existence. Cats sym-
bolize instinctive wisdom
and the mysterious language
of the unconscious. Books on
wars preserve humanity's col-
lective trauma and violence.
Beethoven represents spir-
itual endurance and artistic
transcendence. Adolf Schnei-
der, an obscure scholar,
reflects Murakami's fascina-
tion with hidden knowledge
existing beyond mainstream
consciousness. Even the seem-
ingly absurd volumes on the
intestine evoke the body's
intricate labyrinth, suggest-
ing that the physical and psy-
chological worlds mirror one
another. Like the winding
passages of the unconscious,
the intestine becomes anoth-
er metaphorical maze through
which life and memory travel.

Music functions as one of
the novel's most powerful heal-
ing forces. Beethoven's com-
positions embody emotional
resilience, transforming suf-
fering into beauty. Murakami
repeatedly suggests that music
reaches dimensions of the self
inaccessible to language. It
restores fractured identities,
reconnects memory with emo-
tion, and creates moments of
transcendence in lives marked
by loneliness and grief. Listen-

ing becomes an act of healing,
allowing characters to inhabit
emotional truths that ordinary
speech cannot express.

The recurring appearance
of Johnnie Walker deepens
the symbolic landscape. Bor-
rowing the familiar whisky
mascot, Murakami transforms
him into a sinister modern
incarnation of the Pied Piper.
Like the legendary piper who
lures children away, John-
nie Walker seduces through
charm while manipulating
innocence, leading souls
toward violence and death. His
theatrical cruelty embodies
the destructive forces lurking
within the unconscious, expos-
ing how evil often disguises
itself beneath familiar cultural
symbols.

Murakami further enrich-
es the novel through Japanese
mythology, particularly the
lingering influence of spirits
and ancestral memory. The
supernatural figures are not
merely ghosts but manifesta-
tions of unresolved emotions
that continue to inhabit the
living world. Past and present
remain inseparable, reflecting
traditional Japanese beliefs
that memory possesses spiri-
tual agency.

This mythical atmosphere
resonates with the aesthetic
legacy of The Tale of Genji,
one of Japan's foundational
literary works. Like Murasaki

Shikibu's masterpiece, Kafka
on the Shore explores imper-
manence, longing, memory,
beauty, and emotional ambi-
guity. Human relationships
extend beyond temporal limits,
and the boundaries separating
love, loss, dreams, and spirits
become increasingly fluid.
Murakami reimagines this
classical sensibility within a
contemporary psychological
landscape. It unfolds within
a state of limbo, a threshold
where the boundaries between
life and death, dream and real-
ity, memory and the present
become fluid. The forest, the
library, the entrance stone,
and the symbolic shore are
liminal spaces that compel
characters to confront their
unconscious selves. Kafka
Tamura and Nakata are both
suspended between worlds,
undertaking journeys that are
less geographical than psycho-
logical. Limbo is not a place of
punishment but of transforma-
tion, where healing becomes
possible through self-confron-
tation.

Miss Saeki's request that
her personal papers and mem-
ories be burned complements
this idea of limbo. Trapped
for decades by the loss of her
beloved, she lives more in
memory than in the present.
The destruction of her writ-
ings symbolizes liberation
from grief and the acceptance

(Y ) e +CM K¢ oo (Y

of impermanence. Muraka-
mi suggests that memory,
while preserving love, can
also imprison the self when it
becomes an object of attach-
ment. Burning the archive
is therefore an act of release
rather than erasure.Togeth-
er, these motifs reveal that
transformation requires both
entering the liminal spaces of
the psyche and relinquishing
the memories that prevent one
from moving forward, allow-
ing healing, renewal, and
wholeness to emerge.

Ultimately, Kafka on the
Shore suggests that identity
emerges through engagement
with symbols rather than
facts. Names, music, books,
dreams, myths, and spirits
become psychological gate-
ways through which indi-
viduals encounter forgotten
aspects of themselves. The
novel proposes that healing
does not arise from escaping
the unconscious but from
entering its labyrinth with
courage. Only by crossing the
symbolic shore can one inte-
grate memory, suffering, and
desire into a more complete

understanding of the self.
(Dr Purnima Singh Associate
Professor of English Vasant
Kanya Girls College Varanasi
and writer, translator and book
reviewer. Her poetry and prose
write ups are published globally
in international magazines)
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The Growling Silence

Santosh Bakaya

The silence was howling.
Growling, without words.
Prowling around me
with a sinister aura.

Why was the silence so
indignant?

Who had throttled it?

Why was it wordless?
Where did the words go?

I opened the window. Lo !
The stars made eyes at me.
Round, sparkling eyes.

One of the stars seemed

to have conjunctivitis.

No, it was a squint of disap-
proval.

Were they too trying to eye
me into silence?

No, they wanted me to
speak.

Speak ! Speak ! Speak!
They were glaring me into
speech.

“Speak against the rampant

injustice.

Speak against all - pervasive
unfairness

Speak for the marginalised
For the invisibles.

Catch the world by the
scruff of the neck and speak
up!

Don’t let your tongue lose
its use.

Choose between silence and
speech."

I chose speech.

Thumping a fist in the air,
I spoke,

poking the world out of its
complacence.

Or,didI?

(Santosh Bakaya, PhD, is a
renowned poet, academician,
essayist, biographer, novelist,

columnist, literary critic, and
TEDXx speaker. Internationally
acclaimed for her poetic biog-
raphy of Mahatma Gandhi,
Ballad of Bapu, as well as her
work on Martin Luther King Jr.
She is the author of 32 widely
celebrated books across
diverse genres. Her TEDx talk,
“The Myth of Writers’ Block,”
enjoys immense popularity in
creative writing circles.)

Barren tree..... My abode.

Er. Faheema Amin

I still gossip with the barren tree,

It has the ruins of my nest.

It still is to me what it could be,
In the worst of me and in the best.

I hear the echo of those songs,
Joys loud and sorrows mourn.
To broke twigs my heart belongs,
Where my little bliss was born.
(Er. FAheema Amin is an Electrical Engineering
graduate from the National Institute of Technology,
Srinagar, and a gold medalist for academic excel-
lence. Alongside her professional work, she nurtures
a passion for writing and poetry, with contributions
to various magazines. Her work reflects clarity,
simplicity, and a thoughtful exploration of human

themes)

HER LOOMING HEARSE

(A Sonnet)

Dibyasree Nandy

He dusted sand off the fab-

rics so fine

A sea lavender, a shell

firmly held

Trudging back; in his

eyes a spray of brine

An eager face waiting,

tears he withheld.

The sprig meant to grace

her raven hair long

On dust now falls, braid

felled by needles keen

Yet she waves and greets,

on her lips a song

Joy never dimmed despite

the balding sheen.

The ocean she loved and

its many gifts

Corals, conches and their

curious trails

Misty pupils no more wit-

nessed spindrifts

But neon lights neath

You,Me and Tea
4

Sudipta Mishra

Every time I hold a cup of tea,
I remember:

there was a time,

when you sat beside me,
holding my hands

with a promise.

My quiet moments,
small yet reverberating,
breathed life into me.

Sometimes light,

sometimes dark,

between our silences—it held
us close to the softness

of what we were.

Now
it’s only the tea
that remains,

° e $CM Ko e °

which she often quails.
On her lap he drops the
water’s whispers
Offerings to adorn her
looming hearse.

(Dibyasree Nandy, in her
third decade, began writing
in 2020, after completing
M.Sc and M.Tech in Applied
Electronics and Instru-
mentation Engineering. A
patient of epilepsy, she has
authored ‘The Labyrinth of
Silent Voices-Epistles from
the Mahabharata’, ‘Stardust:
Haiku and Other Poems’,
‘Meteor Shower’, ‘Fireflies
Beneath the Misty Moon’,
‘April Verses’, ‘The Terrorist’s
Journal’, ‘An Upset Inkpot’,
‘Tabula Rasa’, ‘Magic of the
Eventyr’, ‘Fireworks Upon a
Cold Sea’, ‘Winter Plum’, ‘An
Atelier of Despair: A Collec-
tion of Ekphrastic Poetry
Based on the Works of Vin-
cent Van Gogh’, ‘The Village
of Wind’, ‘Red Soil, ‘The Slate
Blue Eyed Hawk’, ‘O Spring,
Once-Beloved’, ‘Postcards of
Forgotten Murders’ and ‘Ama-
ryllis: Thirty Nights of Spring’.
Her first book was enlisted in
the ‘Journal of Commonwealth
Literature’in 2021.)

and the blankness
where you used to be.

Between sips,
sighs and silence
gather slowly.

I drink it black now,
allowing the bitterness to
grow all over,

as if it could bring back
what will never return.

(Sudipta Mishra is an

Indian author, dancer, trans-
lator, and editor from Puri,
Odisha. She is the author

of Beyond the Pandemic,
The Essence of Life, Songs
of My Heart, and Super
Express, and has co-edited
Silent Waves in Soliloquy,

an anthology of translated
contemporary Odia poetry.
A recipient of the Rabin-
dranath Tagore Memorial
Award and several interna-
tional honours, she is active-
ly engaged in research, writ-
ing, editing, and translation.)
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