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CS reviews implementation of flagship 
Centrally Sponsored Schemes in J&K

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 10: In a marathon meeting 
of the concerned Administrative Secretaries, 
Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo, took first hand 
appraisal of the implementation and progress of 
key Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) and 
flagship infrastructure projects being executed 
across Jammu and Kashmir.

During the comprehensive review, Administra-
tive Secretaries of the concerned departments 
made detailed presentations on the physical and 
financial progress achieved under their respec-
tive schemes, besides outlining the targets, 
implementation challenges and future action 
plans.

The Chief Secretary undertook a scheme-wise 
assessment covering sectors including 
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Rail Track Safety Upgrade 
Prompts Suspension of Three 
Passenger Trains Till July 25

�� HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

JAMMU, JULY 10: Railway authorities have sus-
pended three passenger train services on the Bani-
hal–Baramulla rail section from July 11 to July 25 to 
facilitate a scheduled track maintenance programme 
aimed at enhancing the safety and reliability of train 
operations in Kashmir.

Officials of the Jammu Division of Northern Railway 
said the maintenance exercise is being undertaken 
to strengthen the railway infrastructure on the 
strategically important Banihal–Baramulla section, 
ensuring safer and more efficient operations during 
the peak summer season.
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Pilgrims' Comfort Must
Remain Highest Priority: LG Sinha 

During Baltal Camp Review

Best Possible Treatment Will Be Ensured 
for Injured Pilgrims: LG Manoj Sinha 

�� HT NEWS NETWORK 

JAMMU, JULY 10: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Friday directed the civil administration 
and health authorities to ensure the "best pos-
sible treatment" for six pilgrims injured in a road 
accident on the Jammu-Srinagar National High-
way in Udhampur district while travelling to the 
Amarnath pilgrimage.

The accident occurred near Toldi Nallah on the 
Udhampur-Chenani stretch of the highway when 
the vehicle carrying the pilgrims to the Pahalgam 
base camp reportedly skidded off the road and 
overturned.

According to officials, all six injured pilgrims 
are residents of Baikunthpur in Rewa district of 
Madhya Pradesh. One pilgrim sustained critical 
injuries and was shifted to Government Medical 

College (GMC), Jammu, while the remaining five 
are undergoing treatment at GMC Udhampur 
and are reported to be in stable condition.

Rescue operations were carried out jointly
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�� HT NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR, JULY 10: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Friday reviewed the arrange-
ments for the ongoing Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
at the Baltal Base Camp, directing all depart-
ments to ensure that the comfort, safety and 
convenience of pilgrims remain the highest 
priority throughout the pilgrimage.

Inspecting the Base Camp Hospital, on-the-
spot registration counters, accommodation 
facilities and other essential services, the 
Lieutenant Governor stressed the need for 
seamless coordination among all departments 
to provide a hassle-free and memorable pil-
grimage experience.
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Amarnath Yatra crosses 2 
lakh mark in 8 days

�� HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

SRINAGAR, JUL 10: The annual Amarnath 
Yatra crossed the two lakh pilgrim mark on 
Friday, with 29,507 devotees paying obeisance 
at the holy cave shrine, taking the total num-
ber of pilgrims to 2,01,008 since the pilgrim-
age commenced on July 3.

According to official figures available
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BJP Will Not Join NC's Jantar Mantar 
Protest: LoP Sunil Sharma

Ladakh's Fragile Ecology
Demands Clean Mobility: LG Saxena

�� HT NEWS DESK / AGENCIES 

SRINAGAR, JULY 10: 
Leader of Opposition 
and senior Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) lead-
er Sunil Sharma on Fri-
day ruled out his party's 
participation in the 
National Conference 
(NC)-led protest in New 
Delhi seeking the res-

toration of Jammu and Kashmir's 
statehood, asserting that 
the proposed demonstra-
tion was merely a "diver-
s ion a r y  e xer c i s e" 
designed to deflect atten-
tion from what he 
described as the ruling 
government's failures in 
governance, corruption 
allegations and
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�� HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

LEH, JULY 10: Lieutenant Governor 
Vinai Kumar Saxena on Friday inau-
gurated Ladakh's first network of 
electric vehicle (EV) charging sta-
tions, describing the initiative as a 
landmark step towards achieving 
the Union Territory's vision of becom-
ing carbon neutral while safeguard-
ing its fragile Himalayan ecosystem.

Launching the charging infrastruc-

ture at five locations across Leh dis-
trict, the Lieutenant Governor said

  Turn on Page 2

Kashmir Marathon Will Earn a Place on India's 
Marathon Calendar: CM Omar Abdullah

�� HT NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR, JULY 10: Declaring that 
the Kashmir Marathon is set to become 
one of India's premier sporting events, 

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on Friday 
unveiled the official merchandise and 
launched the promotional campaign for 
the Kashmir Marathon 2026, 
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Global Boost for 
Kashmir Marathon: 

Tourism Director
�� HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

SRINAGAR, JUL 10: Director Tourism 
Kashmir, Syed Qamar Sajad, on Friday 
said the inclusion of the Kashmir Mara-
thon in the calendar of the Association of 
International Marathons and Distance 
Races (AIMS) marks a major milestone 
that will enhance the event’s global pro-
file and attract more elite athletes from 
across the world.
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Coordinated Action, Timely Intelligence Vital
to Maintaining Robust Security Grid: DGP Prabhat

�� HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

SRINAGAR, JULY 10: Director General of 
Police (DGP) Nalin Prabhat on Friday said 
coordinated action among security agencies 
and the timely sharing of actionable intel-
ligence are essential for maintaining a 
robust security grid, as he reviewed the 
overall security environment and the multi-
layered arrangements in place for the safe 
and peaceful conduct of the ongoing Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra.

Chairing a high-level security review 

meeting at the Police Control Room in 
Srinagar, the DGP assessed the prevailing 
security situation across the Kashmir Val-
ley and took stock of preparedness by the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police, the Army, 
Central Armed Police Forces and intelli-
gence agencies.

The meeting brought together senior 
officers from all major security and intel-
ligence organisations, including the Army, 
CRPF, BSF, ITBP, CID, traffic police and dis-
trict police, who presented detailed
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Nearly 91% enrolled 
students take up NMMSS 
Examination: J&K BOSE

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JULY 10: A total of 6000 candidates 
appeared in National Merit-cum-Means 
Scholarship (NMMSS) 2025-26 examination 
out of enrolled 6644 candidates, registering 
an overall attendance of 90.30%.

The examination was successfully con-
ducted by the J&K BOSE under the Centrally 
Sponsored Scheme of the Government of 
India aimed at identifying and supporting 
meritorious students belonging to econom-
ically weaker sections studying in Govern-
ment and Government-aided schools.
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MeT forecasts widespread rain 
across J&K from today

�� HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

SRINAGAR, JUL 10: The Meteoro-
logical Centre Srinagar on Friday 
forecast fresh spells of rain and thun-
derstorms across Jammu and Kashmir 
from July 11, with the possibility of 
heavy rainfall at isolated places in the 
Chenab Valley and Pir Panjal range.

According to the MeT Centre, many 
places across the Union Territory are 
likely to witness one or two spells of 
rain and thundershowers on July 11 
and 12. Isolated places in the Chenab 
Valley and Pir Panjal range of Jammu 
division may receive heavy rain or 
brief intense showers, particularly 
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June rainfall in J&K 
falls 24% below normal

�� HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

SRINAGAR, JUL 10: Jammu and 
Kashmir recorded a 24 per cent rain-
fall deficit in June, marking the eighth 
consecutive month of below-normal 
precipitation, despite witnessing 
frequent spells of light to moderate 
rain that improved the distribution 
of rainfall across the Union Terri-
tory, according to data.

  Turn on Page 2



2Srinagar, Saturday
11-July-2026

Voice To The Voiceless

15TH
YEAR   OF

PUBLICATION HT - NEWS
CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

Pilgrims'.....
"The comfort of Shri Amarnathji's devotees must 

remain the highest priority. From registration to accom-
modation, from smooth movement to darshan, every 
step of the journey should be seamless and free of any 
obstacles," Sinha said, adding that the Shri Amarnathji 
Shrine Board and all stakeholder departments were 
working in complete coordination to ensure a safe, 
smooth and spiritually fulfilling pilgrimage.

The Lieutenant Governor directed the authorities to 
initiate strict legal action against anyone found over-
charging pilgrims or indulging in fraudulent registra-
tions, irrespective of whether they are service provid-
ers, government employees or associated with any 
institution. He instructed officials to register cases 
without exception against violators.

Reviewing civic facilities, Sinha ordered a compre-
hensive audit of sanitation arrangements and directed 
officials to ensure uninterrupted 24-hour water supply 
at the base camp. He was informed that the number of 
RO drinking water installations along the yatra route 
has been increased to ensure the availability of safe 
drinking water for pilgrims.

Addressing media persons, the Lieutenant Governor 
said that around 1.70 lakh pilgrims have paid obeisance 
at the holy cave during the first eight days of the annu-
al pilgrimage. He credited the smooth conduct of the 
yatra to the coordinated efforts of the administration, 
Shri Amarnathji Shrine Board, Police, Army, security 
forces and other departments.

He noted that a significantly higher number of pil-
grims had arrived without prior registration this year, 
but the administration had successfully completed the 
necessary formalities and facilitated their onward 
journey without inconvenience.

Sinha said two fully operational 100-bed hospitals 
at Baltal and Chandanwari are providing critical health-
care support, treating an average of 1,300 to 1,400 
outpatients daily, thereby ensuring the well-being of 
pilgrims as well as personnel deployed along the route.

Describing the pilgrimage as a symbol of Jammu and 
Kashmir's aspirations, the Lieutenant Governor said 
the annual yatra is not only enriching the spiritual lives 
of devotees but also generating livelihood opportunities 
for local traders, transporters and service providers.

He also interacted with sanitation workers, doctors, 
volunteers and langar organisers, appreciating their 
dedication and selfless service. Their commitment, he 
said, has played a key role in ensuring the successful 
conduct of the pilgrimage.

Calling upon devotees to follow the guidelines issued 
by the administration and the Shrine Board, Sinha 
assured that the entire administrative machinery 
remains available round-the-clock to assist pilgrims 
and address any difficulties on priority.

The Lieutenant Governor also met pilgrims at the 
base camp, who expressed satisfaction over the arrange-
ments made by the civil administration, Shrine Board, 
Police, Army, security forces and other departments 
for the smooth conduct of the yatra.

Amarnath.....
with the news agency—Kashmir News Observer 

(KNO), Friday's pilgrims included 18,837 men, 9,754 
women, 351 children, 191 sadhus, 22 sadhvis, 12 trans-
gender pilgrims and 340 security personnel.

Meanwhile, 8,796 pilgrims left Bhagwati Nagar Yatri 
Niwas in Jammu in the ninth batch during the early 
hours of Friday under tight security arrangements. Of 
them, 3,450 pilgrims were headed via the Baltal route, 
while 5,346 proceeded through the Pahalgam route.

The batch comprised 6,426 male pilgrims, 2,042 
female pilgrims, 228 sadhus, 56 sadhvis, 10 children, 
33 foreign male pilgrims and one transgender pilgrim. 
A total of 354 vehicles, including 175 buses, 70 medium 
motor vehicles (MMVs), 106 light motor vehicles (LMVs) 
and three two-wheelers, were deployed for the con-
voy—(KNO)

Kashmir....
describing the event as a key pillar of the govern-

ment's strategy to promote sports tourism and diver-
sify the region's tourism sector.

The Chief Minister unveiled the marathon's official 
cap, finisher's medal and racing kit during a function 
at the Royal Springs Golf Course in Srinagar. He also 
released the promotional video for the event in the 
presence of senior Tourism Department officials and 
media representatives.

Addressing the gathering, Omar Abdullah said the 
marathon represents far more than a sporting compe-
tition and reflects the government's vision of expand-
ing tourism beyond its traditional offerings.

"Tourism is not limited to destination weddings or 
conferences. Jammu and Kashmir offers a wide range 
of experiences, including skiing, the gondola, white-
water rafting, fishing and other adventure activities. 
The marathon is an important part of our efforts to 
showcase these opportunities," he said.

The Chief Minister expressed confidence that the 
Kashmir Marathon would soon achieve the same stat-
ure as the country's leading marathon events.

"I have seen marathons in Delhi, Mumbai and sev-
eral other states and Union Territories. Today, runners 
from across India and abroad participate in the Ladakh 
Marathon. We want the Kashmir Marathon and the 
Jammu Half Marathon to earn the same recognition 
and become permanent fixtures on India's marathon 
calendar," he said.

Highlighting the event's wider significance, Omar 
Abdullah said the marathon would send a strong mes-
sage about Kashmir's peaceful atmosphere, hospitality 
and readiness to host national and international sport-
ing events.

"The marathon demonstrates that Kashmir is safe, 
welcoming and ready to receive visitors from across 
the country and around the world. We want participants 
to experience the region's natural beauty and warm 
hospitality," he said.

Officials informed the Chief Minister that the third 
edition of the Kashmir Marathon will be held in Srinagar 
on October 25, 2026.

The half marathon route will take participants 
through some of Srinagar's most recognisable locations, 

including the Jhelum riverfront, Lal Chowk, Dalgate and 
the Boulevard along Dal Lake, while the full marathon 
will extend towards Hazratbal and Kashmir University. 
The route combines flat and hilly terrain with an eleva-
tion gain of nearly 960 metres, offering runners both 
scenic views and a challenging course.

The Kashmir Marathon is being organised by the 
Jammu and Kashmir Tourism Department with the 
objective of promoting fitness, encouraging healthy 
lifestyles and positioning the Union Territory as a lead-
ing destination for sports tourism.

Advisor to the Chief Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, MLA 
Tanvir Sadiq, Additional Chief Secretary to the Chief 
Minister Dheeraj Gupta, Additional Chief Secretary 
Tourism Ashish Chandra Verma, Secretary Royal Springs 
Golf Course Haris Ahmed Handoo, Director Tourism 
Kashmir Syed Qamar Sajad, Director Tourism Jammu 
Vikas Gupta and other senior officials attended the 
event.

Global.....
Speaking to reporters here, the Director, as reported 

by the news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), 
said the marathon has steadily grown into an interna-
tionally recognised sporting event and that joining the 
AIMS calendar will further strengthen its credibility 
among the global running community.

“This year, the Kashmir Marathon joins the AIMS 
calendar, giving it international recognition. We have 
also introduced separate national-category prizes to 
encourage greater participation from athletes across 
India,” he said.

Sajad said online registrations for the Kashmir Mar-
athon 2026 will open from July 20, nearly two and a 
half months ahead of the event, allowing runners from 
India and abroad sufficient time to register and prepare.

He said the introduction of a dedicated prize cate-
gory for Indian participants addresses a long-standing 
demand of national-level athletes, while they will 
continue to compete alongside international runners 
in the overall race.

Expressing confidence over this year’s edition, Direc-
tor Sajad said the twin initiatives of AIMS recognition 
and separate national-category prizes are expected to 
significantly increase participation from both interna-
tional and domestic athletes while further establishing 
Kashmir Marathon as a flagship sporting event promot-
ing tourism in Jammu and Kashmir—(KNO)

Coordinated.....
assessments of the security measures in place and 

the operational readiness of their respective formations.
Emphasising the need for seamless coordination, 

Mr. Prabhat directed all security agencies to strength-
en inter-agency cooperation through real-time intel-
ligence sharing, joint operational planning and coordi-
nated action to ensure an effective security response 
to any emerging threat.

The DGP instructed security forces to intensify anti-
terror operations across the Valley and maintain sus-
tained pressure on terrorist networks and their support 
structures. He also ordered officers to keep close sur-
veillance on terrorist associates and other anti-nation-
al elements and to initiate timely preventive and legal 
action wherever required in accordance with the law.

Calling for heightened vigilance, the police chief 
stressed the importance of increasing area domination, 
expanding night-time security operations and strength-
ening surveillance in vulnerable locations to prevent 
any attempt to disrupt peace and public order.

He further directed the establishment of additional 
security checkpoints at sensitive locations across the 
Valley to improve access control, strengthen monitor-
ing and facilitate the interception of suspicious move-
ment.

Mr. Prabhat also laid special emphasis on reinforcing 
security along vulnerable stretches of the Amarnath 
Yatra routes, at major transit points and other strategi-
cally important locations. He directed security agencies 
to enhance protection of the Jammu-Srinagar Nation-
al Highway and railway infrastructure to ensure the 
uninterrupted movement and safety of pilgrims through-
out the pilgrimage.

The DGP instructed field officers to conduct regular 
operational briefings for personnel deployed on secu-
rity duties and called for greater public awareness 
initiatives at base camps and transit locations to educate 
pilgrims about safety protocols and precautionary 
measures.

Reaffirming the importance of operational prepared-
ness, the police chief urged all security agencies to 
maintain close coordination, remain vigilant and adopt 
a proactive approach to ensure the smooth, secure and 
incident-free conduct of the annual pilgrimage.

Nearly 91%.....
The examination was conducted smoothly under 

the overall supervision, guidance and support of Ghulam 
Hassan Sheikh, Chairman-cum-Secretary, JKBOSE, with 
Dr. Parveen Singh, Director Academics/Liaison Officer, 
NMMSS, effectively coordinating the conduct of the 
examination in association with the officers and officials 
of the Academics Division.

JKBOSE appreciated the wholehearted cooperation 
extended by the Chief Education Officers, who func-
tioned as District Nodal Officer, Centre Superintendents, 
Deputy Centre Superintendents, Invigilators and inspec-
tion teams, in conducting transparent and orderly 
examination throughout the union territory.

JKBOSE also expressed gratitude to all stakeholders 
who contributed to the successful conduct of the 
examination and whose facilitation has been handy in 
providing an enabling environment to the examinee 
students.

The Board reiterates its commitment to ensuring 
transparency, fairness and excellence in the implemen-
tation of the National Merit-cum-Means Scholarship 
Scheme and extends its best wishes to all the candidates 
who appeared in the examination.

MeT forecasts.....
during afternoon and early morning hours.
The weather office, as per the news agency—Kashmir 

News Observer (KNO), warned that heavy rainfall could 

trigger flash floods, landslides and mudslides at a few 
vulnerable locations in these regions.

People have been advised to stay away from nallahs, 
streams and landslide-prone areas during the period 
of intense rainfall.

The forecast said the weather is expected to remain 
generally hot and humid from July 13 to 16, with brief 
spells of rain and thundershowers at scattered places 
and isolated intense showers, mainly over parts of the 
Jammu division.

Fresh spells of light to moderate rain and thunder-
showers are likely at many places across Jammu and 
Kashmir between July 17 and 19, the MeT Centre said.

Meanwhile, temperatures remained above normal 
in most parts of Kashmir Valley on Friday.

Srinagar recorded a maximum temperature of 34.5 
degrees Celsius, which was 4.8 degrees above normal, 
while Qazigund registered 32.0 degrees Celsius (4.1 
degrees above normal). Kupwara recorded 33.0 degrees 
Celsius, Kokernag 31.0 degrees Celsius, Pahalgam 28.0 
degrees Celsius, and Gulmarg 24.9 degrees Celsius, all 
above their respective normal temperatures.

In the Jammu region, Jammu city recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of 34.5 degrees Celsius, Banihal 29.9 
degrees Celsius, Batote 27.2 degrees Celsius, Bhaderwah 
30.6 degrees Celsius, while Katra settled at 31.0 degrees 
Celsius, marginally below normal.

Leh in Ladakh recorded a maximum temperature of 
23.4 degrees Celsius, according to the MeT Centre—(KNO)

June rainfall.....
According to details obtained by the news agency—

Kashmir News Observer (KNO), the Union Territory 
received 57.9 mm of rainfall against the normal 75.9 
mm during June, extending a prolonged precipitation 
deficit that has persisted since November 2025.

Unlike previous deficit months, June witnessed 
recurring spells of rainfall spread across much of the 
month rather than one or two intense weather systems, 
making the rainfall pattern relatively more favourable 
for groundwater recharge and soil moisture, Kashmir 
Weather said.

"Although June ended with a 24 per cent rainfall 
deficit, the rainfall distribution was considerably better 
than in many previous deficit months. Frequent light 
to moderate showers allowed better infiltration of water 
into the soil, improved groundwater recharge and helped 
sustain springs, streams and rivers more effectively 
than isolated heavy rainfall events," Kashmir Weather 
said.

According to the rainfall data, Baramulla recorded a 
34 per cent surplus, followed by Poonch (37 per cent), 
Ganderbal (24 per cent), Samba (22 per cent), Pulwama 
(9 per cent) and Udhampur (6 per cent).

Among the deficit districts, Shopian recorded a 69 
per cent shortfall, Kishtwar 70 per cent, Kulgam 53 per 
cent, Rajouri 51 per cent, Reasi 44 per cent, Kathua 39 
per cent, Budgam 31 per cent, Srinagar 29 per cent, 
Bandipora 28 per cent, Doda 16 per cent, Anantnag 14 
per cent, Ramban 13 per cent, Kupwara 7 per cent and 
Jammu 5 per cent.

In Ladakh, June concluded with a 126 per cent rain-
fall surplus, receiving 6.5 mm against the normal 2.9 
mm. Leh recorded an exceptional 198 per cent surplus 
with 8.2 mm of rainfall against the normal 2.6 mm, 
while Kargil registered a 69 per cent deficit with 1.3 
mm of rainfall against the normal 4 mm.

Kashmir Weather said that although the recurring 
rain spells brought some relief by improving soil mois-
ture and supporting water resources, they were insuf-
ficient to erase the cumulative rainfall deficit.

"The continuation of an eight-month-long precipita-
tion deficit remains a matter of concern, particularly 
for long-term water resources, agriculture and hydro-
logical conditions if the trend persists," it said.

The weather forecaster also noted that June witnessed 
a higher frequency of hailstorms accompanied by 
thunderstorms, causing localised damage to orchards 
and agricultural fields in several parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir—(KNO)

Best Possible.....
by personnel of the Central Reserve Police Force 

(CRPF), the Indian Army, Civil Defence, Traffic Police 
and the Jammu and Kashmir Police, who promptly 
shifted the injured to hospital.

In a statement posted on X, the Lieutenant Governor 
said he had received a report of the accident and imme-
diately directed the Divisional Commissioner Jammu, 
Deputy Commissioner Udhampur and medical author-
ities at GMC Jammu and GMC Udhampur to provide the 
highest standard of medical care to the injured pilgrims.

He also expressed prayers for their speedy recovery.
Senior officials, including Deputy Inspector General 

of Police, Udhampur-Reasi Range, Shiv Kumar, Senior 
Superintendent of Police Amritpal Singh, Deputy Com-
missioner Minga Sherpa and CRPF Commandant Manoj 
Sicon, visited GMC Udhampur to assess the condition 
of the injured and review the medical arrangements. 
The district administration assured the pilgrims of all 
necessary assistance.

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh said he had spoken 
to Deputy Commissioner Minga Sherpa immediately 
after receiving information about the accident. He said 
every possible assistance was being extended to the 
injured pilgrims and that his office was in constant 
coordination with the district administration to mon-
itor the situation.

The accident occurred amid the ongoing annual 
Amarnath pilgrimage, for which elaborate security and 
emergency response mechanisms have been put in 
place to ensure the safety and welfare of pilgrims 
travelling to the holy cave shrine.

BJP Will.....
recruitment irregularities.
Addressing a press conference in Srinagar, Sharma 

said the BJP remained committed to the restoration of 
statehood but maintained that such a constitutional 
decision could only be taken by Parliament and not 
through street protests.

"Statehood cannot be restored through demonstra-
tions. Parliament alone has the authority to restore it, 
and the BJP remains committed to fulfilling that prom-

ise," he said.
Questioning the National Conference's strat-

egy, Sharma asked what had become of Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah's proposed signature 
campaign for the restoration of statehood, alleg-
ing that the government was using the issue to 
divert public attention from unfulfilled election 
promises and administrative shortcomings.

The Leader of Opposition levelled serious alle-
gations of corruption against the government, 
claiming that transfers and postings had become 
a source of financial gain and alleging irregu-
larities in several departments. He urged inde-
pendent investigating agencies to examine the 
allegations, saying it was the Opposition's respon-
sibility to raise issues of public concern while 
investigations should be carried out by the com-
petent authorities.

Launching a sharp attack on the government's 
outsourcing policy, Sharma described it as a 
"recruitment scam" that, according to him, was 
depriving deserving and meritorious candidates 
of employment opportunities.

He alleged that appointments made through 
outsourcing eventually paved the way for demands 
for regularisation, thereby undermining transpar-
ent and merit-based recruitment.

Demanding the immediate withdrawal of the 
outsourcing policy, Sharma announced that the 
BJP would launch a statewide agitation beginning 
with a protest outside the Civil Secretariat in 
Kashmir. He said the campaign would subse-
quently be expanded to all districts and regions 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Calling upon the youth to support the move-
ment, Sharma said the party's campaign was 
aimed at safeguarding merit and ensuring fairness 
in public recruitment.

The BJP leader also accused the National Con-
ference government of failing to fulfil key elec-
toral promises, including providing 200 units of 
free electricity, 10 kilograms of free ration, one 
lakh government jobs and 12 free cooking gas 
cylinders annually.

He alleged that despite being in office for more 
than two years, the government had failed to 
deliver on these commitments and was instead 
attempting to shift public attention through 
political campaigns.

Responding to the National Conference's appeal 
for a united political effort on the issue of state-
hood, Sharma reiterated that the BJP would not 
participate in the proposed protest in New Delhi.

He asserted that while his party supported the 
restoration of statehood, it would not join what 
he described as a politically motivated demonstra-
tion intended to conceal governance failures.

Sharma further alleged corruption in depart-
ments, including the mining sector, but said it 
was for investigating agencies to establish the 
veracity of the allegations. He maintained that 
his constitutional responsibility as Leader of the 
Opposition was to highlight issues affecting the 
public and hold the government accountable.

Reaffirming the BJP's stand, Sharma said the 
party would continue its campaign against the 
outsourcing policy until it was withdrawn and 
recruitment processes were conducted strictly 
on the basis of merit.

Ladakh's.....
the transition to electric mobility was essential 

for reducing pollution, lowering carbon emissions 
and promoting environmentally responsible 
development.

"The inauguration of these EV charging stations 
reflects our unwavering commitment to clean 
energy, sustainable mobility and environmen-
tally responsible development. Ladakh's fragile 
ecology demands that we adopt technologies that 
minimise pollution and reduce carbon emissions," 
Saxena said.

The newly inaugurated charging stations have 
been established at the main bus stand in Leh, Tia 
Rong, Solar Colony, Chuchot Shamma and Khalt-
si. Officials said a sixth charging station near 
Magnetic Hill is nearing completion and will soon 
become operational.

Designed to support both residents and tour-
ists, the charging network aims to accelerate the 
adoption of electric vehicles across the high-
altitude region. Each station is equipped with two 
fast chargers capable of charging vehicles up to 
80 per cent within 30 minutes to one hour. The 
facilities also feature modern fire safety systems 
and emergency shutdown mechanisms.

Saxena said the initiative aligns with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's vision of making Lada-
kh a carbon-neutral region through greater use 
of clean energy while reducing dependence on 
fossil fuels.

Appealing to the people of Ladakh to embrace 
electric mobility, the Lieutenant Governor urged 
citizens to gradually shift from petrol and diesel-
powered vehicles to electric vehicles, saying such 
a transition would play a vital role in protecting 
the Union Territory's unique ecological heritage 
while ensuring sustainable growth for future 
generations.

CS reviews.....
education, health, power, digital connectivity, 

rural and urban development, housing, social 
welfare, finance, tourism, skill development, water 
supply, transport, fisheries and infrastructure 
development. He stressed that effective imple-
mentation of flagship schemes remains central 
to improving public service delivery and ensuring 
inclusive socio-economic development across the 
Union Territory.

Emphasizing outcome-oriented governance, 
the Chief Secretary directed all departments to 
maintain close monitoring of targets, remove 
implementation bottlenecks proactively and 

ensure optimum utilization of available funds.
 He impressed upon the Administrative Sec-

retaries to focus on timely completion of projects, 
saturation of eligible beneficiaries under welfare 
schemes and sustained field-level supervision so 
that the intended benefits reach every deserving 
citizen.

While expressing satisfaction over the progress 
achieved in several flagship programmes, the 
Chief Secretary emphasized that every depart-
ment should work with greater urgency to achieve 
the prescribed milestones within stipulated 
timelines. He called for robust monitoring mech-
anisms, enhanced coordination among imple-
menting agencies and regular field inspections 
to ensure quality execution of projects and effec-
tive delivery of public services.

Atal Dulloo further directed all the Administra-
tive Secretaries to closely monitor both physical 
and financial progress of their respective schemes, 
ensure prompt resolution of implementation 
issues and maintain continuous engagement with 
the Government of India for timely approvals and 
release of funds wherever required.

Reviewing the education sector, the meeting 
was informed that significant progress has been 
achieved under Samagra Shiksha and PM SHRI 
Schools, with major emphasis on digital trans-
formation, smart classrooms, ICT laboratories, 
Atal Tinkering Labs, vocational education, inclu-
sive education, early childhood care, hostel infra-
structure and technology-enabled governance.

The Skill Development Department informed 
that over one lakh youth have already been 
imparted industry-oriented skill training under 
the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 
(PMKVY), while implementation of the newly 
launched PM-SETU programme has been initi-
ated for transforming Industrial Training Institutes 
into modern Centres of Excellence through indus-
try partnerships and upgraded infrastructure.

Reviewing the power sector, the Chief Secretary 
was apprised that steady progress has been 
achieved under the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli 
Yojana, with thousands of rooftop solar installa-
tions already commissioned across the Union 
Territory, enabling beneficiaries to substantially 
reduce their electricity bills. Simultaneously, 
solarisation of Government buildings is progress-
ing at a rapid pace under the Science & Technol-
ogy Department to promote clean energy and 
energy self-reliance.

The meeting also reviewed implementation of 
Smart Metering and the Revamped Distribution 
Sector Scheme (RDSS), under which large-scale 
installation of smart consumer meters and 
strengthening of power distribution infrastructure 
are underway to improve operational efficiency, 
reduce transmission losses and ensure reliable 
electricity supply across Jammu and Kashmir.

On digital connectivity, the Information Tech-
nology Department informed that substantial 
progress has been achieved under the BharatNet 
Project, with survey and execution work progress-
ing across Gram Panchayats to provide high-speed 
broadband connectivity in rural areas. The meet-
ing also reviewed the progress of the 4G satura-
tion project and associated infrastructure works 
aimed at expanding seamless digital connectiv-
ity to remote regions.

The Finance Department presented the prog-
ress under financial inclusion initiatives, includ-
ing Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana and Pradhan 
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, highlighting 
sustained expansion in banking access, insurance 
coverage and enrolment of beneficiaries across 
districts. The Chief Secretary called for intensified 
outreach campaigns to achieve saturation under 
these schemes by covering all eligible beneficia-
ries.

The Social Welfare Department apprised the 
meeting about the implementation of Pradhan 
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana, Saksham Angan-
wadi Centres, POSHAN 2.0 and other nutrition-
related interventions aimed at improving mater-
nal and child health, nutrition and early childhood 
care. The Chief Secretary stressed timely process-
ing of eligible beneficiaries and effective conver-
gence among departments to maximize impact 
at the grassroots level.

The meeting also reviewed the progress 
achieved under major flagship programmes 
relating to Jal Jeevan Mission, PMAY (Urban and 
Gramin), Swachh Bharat Mission, Ayushman 
Bharat, National Health Mission, AMRUT, tourism 
infrastructure, fisheries development, transport 
connectivity and several other centrally sponsored 
initiatives being implemented across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The Chief Secretary reiterated that it is imper-
ative to ensure transparent, accountable and 
result-oriented implementation of Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes so that the developmental 
dividends of these flagship programmes reach 
every region and every section of society across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Rail Track.....
Under the maintenance schedule, passenger 

train services operating on the Banihal–Baram-
ulla, Baramulla–Budgam, and Budgam–Banihal 
routes will remain suspended throughout the 
15-day period.

The railway administration has advised pas-
sengers to check the latest status of their trains 
before commencing their journey through the 
IRCTC website, mobile application, or the Rail 
Madad helpline (139) to avoid inconvenience. 
Expressing regret over the temporary disruption, 
the Northern Railway said the maintenance work 
is essential to improve track safety, operational 
efficiency, and the long-term reliability of rail 
services. It appealed to passengers to extend their 
cooperation while the upgrade is carried out.
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Jal Shakti Minister, Advisor to CM review 
I&FC sector of Kashmir Division

Call for strengthening flood protection infrastructure, improved irrigation network
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 10: Minis-
ter for Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology 
& Environment and Tribal Affairs, 
Javed Ahmed Rana, along with 
Advisor to Chief Minister, Nasir 
Aslam Wani today chaired a 
high-level review meeting at the 
Civil Secretariat, Srinagar to as-
sess the functioning and progress 
of the Irrigation and Flood Con-
trol (I & FC) sector across Kash-
mir Division.

The meeting was attended 
by Additional Chief Secretary, 
Jal Shakti Department, Shaleen 
Kabra, senior officers of the de-
partment and representatives 
of various wings associated with 
the irrigation & flood manage-
ment and PHE.

While addressing the meet-
ing, Javed Rana stressed the need 
for further strengthening the 
flood protection infrastructure 
across Kashmir Valley, particu-
larly along vulnerable stretches 
of River Jhelum and its tributar-
ies, to enhance resilience against 
flood-related risks and safeguard 
the lives, property and public 
assets.

The Minister reviewed the 
physical and financial progress 
achieved under various flood 
management and mitigation 
projects. He directed the con-
cerned officers to expedite the 
execution of ongoing works while 
ensuring strict adherence to 
quality standards and stipu-
lated timelines so that all criti-
cal interventions are completed 

ahead of the monsoon season.
Emphasising the importance 

of continuous monitoring, inter-
departmental coordination and 
proactive planning, Javed Rana 
called for a comprehensive and 
preparedness-driven approach 
to flood management in the Val-
ley. He instructed the officers 
to identify and promptly address 
the bottlenecks hindering the 
progress of flood protection 
works. He asked to ensure their 
timely completion in the larger 
public interest and for the safe-
ty of vulnerable communities.

Rana also emphasised upon 
prioritising restoration of defunct 
irrigation canals, repair of canal 
breaches and maintenance of 
irrigation infrastructure across 
the Valley to ensure uninter-
rupted water supply to agricul-
tural fields.

Advisor Nasir Aslam Wani 
underscored the need for a 
proactive and long-term ap-
proach towards flood manage-
ment in Kashmir. He stressed 
the importance of strengthen-
ing embankments, enhancing 
river carrying capacity and 
ensuring timely execution of 
flood protection works. He 
called for improved prepared-
ness, regular maintenance of 
flood channels and greater 
inter-departmental coordina-
tion to safeguard vulnerable 
areas and minimise the impact 
of future flood events.

He emphasised the need for 
sustainable water use and the 
importance of rain water har-

vesting through installation and 
use of water storage tanks.

During the review, a detailed 
presentation was given on the 
measures undertaken to mitigate 
the flood risks across vulnerable 
areas and the progress achieved 
under various ongoing schemes 
and projects. The presentation 
highlighted the status of desilt-
ing and dredging operations, 
strengthening and restoration 
of embankments, construction 
of flood protection works. It also 
covered the physical and finan-
cial progress of various flood 
management projects being 
executed under different schemes 
and funding components.

The officers apprised  of the 
status of irrigation infrastructure, 
water discharge levels and mea-
sures being taken to meet the 
requirements of farmers across 
the Valley.

The Minister was informed 
that under the Prime Minister's 
Development Package (PMDP) 
launched in the aftermath of the 
devastating 2014 floods, under 
PMDP Phase-I, most works for 
flood management and restora-
tion have been substantially 
completed.  Accordingly, Phase-
II (Part-A), involving works worth 
₹1,623.43 crore under the Flood 
Management and Border Areas 
Programme (FMBAP), is under 
implementation from FY 2022-
23.

The meeting also reviewed 
the safety audit of embankments 
along River Jhelum and assessed 
the progress achieved under the 

Prime Minister's Development 
Package (PMDP) Phase-II. Prog-
ress of ongoing projects being 
executed under the UT Capex 
Budget, NABARD and SASCI Di-
saster Component was also re-
viewed threadbare.

Regarding the initiatives af-
ter September 2025, in view of 
the persistent flood threat posed 
by River Jhelum and to strength-
en preparedness for the forth-
coming monsoon season, it was 
informed that the department 
had initiated a comprehensive 
post-monsoon safety audit in 
October 2025 to assess the vul-
nerabilities and identify critical 
intervention points.

Based on the findings of the 
audit, 62 flood mitigation works 
were identified at an estimated 
cost of Rs 71.56 crore. Of these, 
16 works involving an expendi-
ture of Rs 27.31 crore were com-
pleted under the ongoing FMBAP, 
Regular UT Capex and DMRRR 
(UT Capex) programmes. The 
remaining 46 works were ten-
dered under MH-4711 (Flood 
Sector–UT Capex) at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 43.25 crore. So 
far, 28 works have been com-
pleted, while eight others are in 
advanced stages of completion, 
significantly enhancing the flood 
protection infrastructure along 
the river system.

Under the UT CAPEX Budget 
2026–27, the Irrigation and Flood 
Control (I&FC) Kashmir sector 
recorded substantial progress 
across major irrigation, minor 
irrigation and flood control sec-

tors.
For the financial year 2026–

27, the department has taken 
up 129 works for execution, 
comprising 124 ongoing works 
and five new works. It was also 
given out that sector-wise, the 
department has taken up 20 
Major Irrigation works, 46 Mi-
nor Irrigation works, and 63 
Flood Control works, reflecting 
the government's continued 
focus on strengthening irriga-
tion infrastructure and flood 
management across Kashmir 
Division.

Under the NABARD-support-
ed infrastructure programme, 
several key irrigation and flood 
management projects were com-
pleted during 2025–26, aimed 
at strengthening the water re-
sources infrastructure and im-
proving irrigation potential across 
Kashmir Division.

The major projects complet-
ed included construction/remod-
elling of Wussan Khul in Baram-
ulla district at an estimated cost 
of Rs 6.50 crore, construction of 
a Lift Irrigation Scheme for aug-
mentation of water supplies to 
New Reshi Khul and Dehgam 
Khul in Bandipora district at a 
cost of Rs 7.37 crore, improve-
ment and Upgradation of Ahal 
Nayan Canal in Ganderbal district 
at an estimated cost of Rs 4.61 
crore. Other works included flood 
protection and improvement 
works on Karz Nallah near Com-
merce Point on River Jhelum at 
Marhama in Anantnag district 
at a cost of Rs 2.19 crore.

DDC KULGAM CHAIRS REVIEW MEETING ON 
IMPLEMENTATION OF GOBAR-DHAN SCHEME

District Admin Bandipora organises 
"Maa Se Guftagu" awareness 

programmes under NMJKA

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA, JULY 10: As part of the ongoing 
Nasha Mukt Jammu & Kashmir Abhiyan (NMJKA), 
awareness programmes under the theme "Maa Se 
Guftagu" were organised on Friday at Government 
Higher Secondary School Shadipora and Govern-
ment Higher Secondary School Madwan to strength-
en community participation in the fight against 
substance abuse and highlight the crucial role of 
mothers in safeguarding youth from drug addic-

tion.
At Government Higher Secondary School 

Shadipora, the programme was presided over 
by Assistant Labour Commissioner (ALC), Ban-
dipora, Rabia Iqbal who attended as the nomi-
nated officer.

Addressing the gathering, the ALC underscored 
the importance of collective responsibility in 
preventing substance abuse and emphasized 
the need for active involvement of parents, 
educational institutions and the community in 
guiding youth towards a healthy and drug-free 
future.

At Government Higher Secondary School 
Madwan, the programme was attended by Cen-
tre Administrator, One Stop Centre (OSC), Ban-
dipora, Ishrat Ayoub, as the nominated officer. 
She highlighted the institutional support avail-
able for women and families dealing with sub-
stance abuse-related challenges and stressed 
the vital role of mothers in identifying early 
signs of addiction and ensuring timely interven-
tion.

Principal of the institution, Manzoor Ahmad, 
emphasized the need for a collective community 
approach to eradicate the menace of drugs from 
society. Resource persons Farose Ahmad, Lec-
turer, and Senior Master Fayaz Ahmad Rather 
delivered informative sessions on the psycho-
logical and social impacts of substance abuse on 
individuals and families.

The programmes witnessed active participation 
from ICDS Supervisors, Anganwadi Workers, ASHA 
workers, parents, teachers and students, who en-
gaged in interactive discussions on the harmful 
effects of drug abuse, the importance of early 
awareness and the shared responsibility of fami-
lies and society in preventing addiction.

The participants reaffirmed their commitment 
to supporting the vision of a drug-free Bandipora 
through sustained awareness, community par-
ticipation and collective action.

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM, JULY 10: District De-
velopment Commissioner (DDC) 
Kulgam, Shahzad Aalam, today 
chaired a comprehensive review 
meeting on the implementation of 
the GOBAR-DHAN Scheme and 
Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026 
under the Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Gramin).

During the meeting, the DDC 
emphasized the need for a coordi-
nated and time-bound approach for 
the effective implementation of the 
Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026, 
which are being rolled out from this 
year. 

He directed all concerned depart-
ments to immediately initiate the 

groundwork, strengthen institu-
tional mechanisms, ensure inter-
departmental convergence and 
prepare comprehensive action plans 
for successful implementation across 
the district.

The DDC stressed that scien-
tific solid waste management, source 
segregation, safe disposal, and ef-
fective utilization of organic waste 
through the GOBAR-DHAN initia-
tive are essential for achieving 
sustainable sanitation and envi-
ronmental protection. 

He instructed all stakeholders 
to launch implementation mea-
sures at the grassroots level and 
ensure strict adherence to the 
prescribed framework and time-
lines.

Block Development Officers were 
directed to take the lead in imple-
menting the mission in their re-
spective jurisdictions, while ensur-
ing active community participation 
and close coordination with all line 
departments to achieve the objec-
tives of a clean and sustainable 
Kulgam.

The meeting was attended by 
the Assistant Commissioner De-
velopment, Assistant Commis-
sioner Panchayat, District Pro-
gramme Officer ICDS, Deputy CEO 
JAKEDA, Chief Agriculture Officer, 
Chief Medical Officer, Chief Educa-
tion Officer, Chief Animal Hus-
bandry Officer, all Block Develop-
ment Officers and District Pollution 
Officer.

Jammu Film Festival "JFF" Receives Overwhelming Global Response for 
Landmark 5th Edition, Announces Distinguished International Jury Panel

Mission Shakti organizes awareness 
programme at PHC Sedow to promote 

girl child protection, women 
empowerment
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN, JULY 10: Sankalp Hub for Empower-
ment of Women, Mission Shakti, Shopian today 
organized an awareness programme under the 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) initiative at Pri-
mary Health Centre (PHC), Sedow to raise aware-
ness about the protection, education and empow-
erment of the girl child.

The programme focused on promoting gender 
equality and encouraging the community to ensure 
equal opportunities for girls through education, 

healthcare and social support.
The Medical Officer, PHC Sedow, highlighted 

the importance of the pre-conception and pre-
natal diagnostic techniques (PCPNDT) act, empha-
sizing the need to prevent sex-selective practices 
and safeguard the rights and healthy development 
of girls.

During the programme, the gender specialist, 
Sankalp Hub for Empowerment of Women, sen-
sitized participants about various women-centric 
welfare schemes being implemented in the district. 
Information was shared on women’s safety and 
protection mechanisms, available support ser-
vices, emergency helpline numbers, legal rights 
and government initiatives aimed at empowering 
women and girls. Participants were encouraged 
to make effective use of these services whenever 
required.

The programme concluded with an interactive 
session in which participants actively engaged 
with the resource persons and pledged to support 
the cause of protecting, educating, and empower-
ing every girl child. Awareness pamphlets carry-
ing information on women safety initiatives, helpline 
numbers and government welfare schemes were 
also distributed among the participants.

�� GULFAM BARJI

JAMMU, JULY 10: The 5th edi-
tion of the Jammu Film Festival 
(JFF) has received an overwhelm-
ing response from filmmakers 
across the world, reaffirming its 
growing stature as one of North 
India's leading international film 
festivals. Well ahead of the sub-
mission deadline of July 31, 2026, 
the festival has already received 
180 film entries from 35 coun-
tries.

The submissions include 130 
short films, 35 documentaries 
and 17 feature films, representing 
diverse cultures, languages and 
cinematic traditions from across 
the globe. With entries still open, 
the organisers expect the number 
of submissions to increase further 
before the closing date.The festi-
val, scheduled to be held on Sep-
tember 28–29, 2026, is jointly 
presented by Vomedh and 
Koshurwood Studio and is 
expected to bring together film-
makers, delegates, artists and 
cinema enthusiasts from India 
and abroad.Jury Head Kapil Mat-
too said the quality and diversity 
of entries reflected the growing 
international recognition of the 
Jammu Film Festival. He noted 
that receiving 180 submissions 

from 35 countries at this stage 
demonstrated the confidence 
independent filmmakers across 
the world have placed in the fes-
tival.Festival Directors Rakesh 
Roshan Bhat and Rohit Bhat said 
the vision behind establishing JFF 
was to create a lasting cultural 
institution that would connect 
Jammu with the global film com-
munity through the medium of 
cinema. Sanjeev Kak of Koshur-
wood Studio described the festi-
val as an important cultural 
bridge that continues to strength-
en artistic and cinematic 
exchanges between Jammu and 

the international filmmaking 
fraternity.The organisers also 
revealed that international del-
egates, including participants 
from the United States, have 
expressed interest in attending 
the festival, while discussions are 
underway with performers from 
Singapore for the festival's cul-
tural programmes.Recalling the 
success of previous editions, the 
organisers noted that the land-
mark joint edition of Jammu Film 
Festival and The International 
Film Festival of Srinagar (TIFFS) 
was inaugurated by the Hon'ble 
Lieutenant Governor of Jammu 

& Kashmir, Shri Manoj Sinha, at 
Aquaplex Crown, Bagh-e-Bahu, 
Jammu, highlighting the growing 
prestige of the festival. Mean-
while, the Organising Committee 
announced a distinguished three-
tier Jury Panel for Jammu Inter-
national Film Festival (JIFF) 2026 
to ensure a transparent, impartial 
and merit-based selection pro-
cess.The Screening Committee 
comprises Festival Directors 
Rakesh Roshan Bhat and Rohit 
Bhat, Kamal Razdan, Suman Pan-
dita, Ifra Kak and Manzoor Mir. 
The Review Committee includes 
Rahul Sharma, Kusum Tickoo, 

Rani Bhan, J. R. Sagar, Dr. Kuldeep 
Raina Sudeshi and Shadab Khan.

The Final Jury will be headed 
by acclaimed filmmaker Kapil 
Mattoo, with noted Bollywood 
actors Vipin Sharma and Ashwath 
Bhatt, along with actor Tanvir 
Dar, serving as jury members.The 
Organising Committee expressed 
confidence that the distinguished 
panel, with its rich experience in 
filmmaking, acting, direction and 
the creative arts, will uphold the 
highest standards of cinematic 
excellence while selecting the 
finest films for recognition at JFF 
2026.
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Nature Is Sending a 
Warning. Are We Listening?

The weather in Jammu and Kashmir is changing, 
and the signs are becoming too obvious to ignore. 
The fact that Srinagar and Jammu recorded almost 
the same temperature is not just an unusual weath-
er event. It is a reminder that the effects of climate 
change and global warming are now being felt in 
our own lives.

For generations, Kashmir was known for its pleas-
ant summers and cool climate. Even during the 
hottest months, the Valley offered relief from the 
scorching heat of the plains. Today, however, the 
difference is narrowing. Heatwaves, high humidity, 
sudden cloudbursts and erratic rainfall are becom-
ing more frequent. These are not random events but 
part of a larger environmental change taking place 
across the world.

Climate change is often seen as a problem that 
belongs to international conferences and scientific 
reports. In reality, it begins at our doorstep. Drying 
springs, shrinking glaciers, changing snowfall pat-
terns, rising temperatures and unpredictable weath-
er are all clear signs that nature is under stress. If 
these changes continue unchecked, they will affect 
every aspect of life—from farming and horticulture 
to drinking water, tourism, public health and the 
economy.

This is a challenge that demands collective action. 
Governments have an important responsibility to 
prepare for the future through better environmental 
planning, stronger protection of forests and wetlands, 
improved disaster management and climate-
friendly development policies. At the same time, 
environmental agencies must step up public aware-
ness campaigns so that people understand both 
the causes of climate change and the simple steps 
that can help reduce its impact.

But the responsibility does not end with govern-
ments alone. Every citizen has a role to play. Saving 
electricity, reducing the use of plastic, planting trees, 
protecting water sources, keeping rivers and lakes 
free from pollution and avoiding the unnecessary 
destruction of green spaces are small actions that 
can make a meaningful difference when adopted 
by society as a whole.

Schools, colleges, religious institutions, commu-
nity organisations and the media should also become 
active partners in spreading awareness. Climate 
education should not be limited to textbooks or 
special occasions. It should become a part of 
everyday conversation, encouraging people to 
adopt habits that protect the environment.

The changing weather should not merely become 
a topic of discussion whenever temperatures rise or 
heavy rain causes disruption. It should encourage 
us to rethink how we treat our natural surroundings. 
Development and environmental protection must 
go hand in hand. Ignoring one for the other will only 
make future challenges more severe.

Nature is sending us repeated warnings. The 
question is not whether climate change is real, but 
whether we are prepared to respond. The choices 
we make today will determine the kind of environ-
ment we leave behind for future generations. The 
time to act is now, before today's warning turns into 
tomorrow's crisis.
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Shahnaz Rasheed
Wonderful Trendsetter Writer

A dreamer who never left the "Wonderland"

�� SHEIKH GHULAM MUHAMMAD

Shahnaz Rasheed has achieved milestones since 
his long travel from a village Nowpora in North 
Kashmir to JK Legislative Council of the erstwhile 
state of Jammu & Kashmir via noted and historical 
townships of Apple Town of Sopore, Sangrama and 
Pattan.

Keeping in view the personality dimensions of 
this great writer, I feel short of words to describe 
the dynamic personality of an exceptional talent 
like "Shahnaz Rasheed."

Professor (Dr.) Shad Ramzan's Comments 
about "Shahnaz Rasheed"

On the book launch event "ASMAAN WATHE 
PATALAN MANZ" at Tagore Hall, Srinagar on 
16-11-2025, Professor (Dr.) Shad Ramzan 
commented:

�� A genuine poet.
�� Trendsetter.
�� A shining Star of the Adbi Landscape of 

Kashmir.
�� Voice of wit.
�� Deeply rooted in the traditions of his native 

land.
�� A unique and beautiful voice.
�� A source of attraction and inspiration for 

all.
�� Custodian of quality poetry.
�� A man with firm grip on Kashmiri Language 

words and sentences used in his poems 
and essays.

�� A multifaceted personality: poet, writer, 
critic, translator and above all a good 
person.

Biographic Profile
�� Name: Abdul Rasheed Najar
�� Pen Name: Shahnaz Rasheed
�� Parentage: Khawaja Ghulam Mohi-ud-din 

Najar
�� Date of Birth: 27-6-1958
�� Place of Birth: Nowpora, Sopore
�� Present Address: Green Park, Noor Bagh 

Bypass, Sopore
Academics

�� Foundational and Primary Education: Govt. 
Middle School Nowpora (Sopore)

�� Matriculation Examination: Govt. Higher 
Secondary School Sopore

�� Graduation: Govt. Degree College Sopore 
— 1978

�� Postgraduation: M.A. (Political Science 
Subject) from University of Kashmir

�� First Appointment: 1982 — As Sr. Assistant 
in JK Legislative Council

Promotions
�� Translator
�� Watch and Ward Officer
�� Under Secretary
�� Dy. Secretary
�� Superannuation: June, 2016

Professional Profile
Shahnaz Rasheed is a distinguished Kashmiri 

poet, writer and translator whose literary contribu-
tions span poetry, drama, fiction, criticism and 
translation. His work is widely acknowledged for 
its depth, metaphysical character and significant 
influence on modern Kashmiri literature.

Literary Contributions
Poetry
Doud Khatith Guldanan Manz (Pain behind the 

flower vases)
First poetry collection, regarded as a trend-setting 

milestone in modern Kashmiri poetry.
Door Pahan Dewaran Manz (Partway within the 

walls)
Second poetry collection.
Asmaan Vethi Paataalan Manz (The Skies fell into 

the Abyss)
Third poetry collection, representing the poet's 

mature metaphysical existential vision.
Drama
Shahnaz Rasheed authored, directed and 

staged two Kashmiri plays:
�� Qatil Kus
�� Waqtuk Namrood

Fiction
Urdu Novel: Zakhmi Panchi — 1986
Translations
Shahnaz Rasheed translated into Kashmiri an 

English monograph on the life of 17th century 
Telugu poet Vermana (Assigned by Sahitya Aka-
demi, New Delhi).

Translated into Kashmiri the full poetic collection 
"Lambi Barish" (Long Spell of Rain) by the renowned 
Urdu poet Balraj Komal (Assigned by Sahitya Aka-

demi), New Delhi.
Participation and Representation

�� Shahnaz Rasheed represented Kashmiri 
Language at the National Symposium of 
Poetry, Jaipur (2002).

�� Represented Kashmiri Language at the 
multilingual poetic symposium organised 
by the National Book Trust of India (NBT) 
in 2007.

�� Invited by Sahitya Akademi to present his 
poetry before distinguished audience in 
Srinagar — 2010.

�� Participated in multilingual poetry reading 
programmes at Rabindra Bhawan, New 
Delhi, in which poets from Northern and 
North-Eastern states of India participated.

�� Regular participant in literary conferences, 
seminars, translation workshops and 
symposiums across and outside Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Awards and Honours
�� Khilat-e-Hajini — 2024 (Halqa-e-Adab 

Sonawari Hajin)
�� Warq-i-Tehseen Be-Yadi Ali Mohammad 

Shahbaz awarded by AMK
�� Nund Reshi Samman awarded by Sa Ma 

Pa
�� Fazil Kashmiri Award
�� "Poet of Outstanding Calibre" by Gulshan 

Publishers, Srinagar — 2007. Award 
presented by Jinab Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
the then Chief Minister of JK.

Felicitated by several literary and cultural 
organisations including:

�� Daayira Adab, Delina Baramulla
�� Gulshan Cultural Forum, Kashmir
�� Naagraad Adbi Sangam, Jammu
�� Jhankar Musical Group, Sopore

Other Literary Activities
Shahnaz is actively involved in cultural preserva-

tion, literary mentorship and promotion of Kash-
miri poetry and prose.

Shahnaz frequently contributes to National 
level conferences and seminars on Kashmiri Culture, 
Literature and Language.

Shahnaz has firm grip on Kashmiri, Urdu and 
English Languages.

Bottomline
Shahnaz Rasheed is a distinguished Kashmiri 

poet, writer and translator whose literary contribu-
tions span poetry, drama, fiction, cultural criticism 
and translation. His work is widely acknowledged 
for its depth, metaphysical character and significant 
influence on modern Kashmiri Literature.

Shahnaz has played a pivotal role in promoting 
and propagating Kashmiri Language, Literature and 
Culture.

"Live long our 'Adbi Rose'. Ameen."

The author is a Retd. DIET Principal Former 
Principal, JK Sainik School, Manasbal Vice 

President, Halqa-e-Adab Sonawari Hajin 
Senior Member, Wahab Cultural Society 

Hajin Hajin, Bandipur

Labkhal: Where Every Step Feels Interactive

�� SAHIL MANZOOR BHATTI

Doodhpathri, nestled in the 
heart of Budgam district, is a lush 
and vibrant gem of the Kashmir 
Valley. With its breathtaking 
landscapes and cool breeze even 
during the peak of summer, it feels 
like spring in the midst of the 
season's heat—a true escape into 
serenity. The majestic Pir Panjal 
Range opens its arms in summer, 
revealing countless trekking routes 
and breathtaking natural wonders.

As the snow melts, mountains 
that once appeared distant and 
inaccessible come alive with 
vibrant colours. The brown and 
green shades of the towering 
peaks, covered with pine and fir 
forests, create a spectacular 
panorama. Every corner of this 
region invites nature lovers, 
photographers, and adventure 
enthusiasts.

Personally, I find every season in 
Kashmir pleasant and enchanting, 
but summer holds a special place 
for trekkers. Unlike winter, when 
heavy snowfall limits access, 
summer brings the freedom to 

explore, climb, and connect with 
the mountains. Tourist destina-
tions such as Pahalgam, Gulmarg, 
Sonamarg, Yousmarg, Doodhpath-
ri, and Tosamaidan come alive from 
June to September as trekkers and 
visitors flock to these valleys. In 
Doodhpathri, popular trekking 
routes such as Diskhal, Ashtaar, 
Daani Deer, and Marg offer 
unforgettable experiences.

Exploring Labkhal: A Hidden 
Treasure

Today, I would like to introduce 
Labkhal, a lesser-known yet 
extraordinarily beautiful Bahak 
(summer pasture) in the Pir Panjal 
Range.

As you walk towards Labkhal, 
the melodious chirping of birds fills 
the air like the gentle strings of a 
guitar. Cattle graze peacefully 
across the lush meadows, blending 
perfectly with the surrounding 
landscape. Traditional mud huts 
(Kothas) stand like natural sculp-
tures, while crystal-clear spring 
water flows through the pasture, 
offering a refreshing taste of 
nature.

Labkhal lies to the south of the 
famous Shaliganga River. After 
crossing the river and turning left, 
a trek of about one and a half hours 
through dense forests leads visitors 
to this peaceful paradise. It can also 
be reached via Pal Maidan and 
Triken Bahak before arriving at 
Labkhal.

Gujjar, Bakarwal, Pahari, and 

Chopan Communities: The Soul of 
the Mountains

During the summer months, the 
upper reaches of Kashmir become 
home to the Gujjar, Bakarwal, 
Pahari, and Chopan communities. 
These hardworking and hospitable 
people migrate with their livestock 
to the high-altitude meadows. 
They bring cows, buffaloes, sheep, 
goats, and even poultry to the 
Bahaks, where they spend the 
summer in temporary mud-and-
wood shelters.

For centuries, these communi-
ties have lived in harmony with 
nature. Their Bahaks are legally 
recognised grazing areas that 
sustain their traditional way of life. 
Beyond supporting their families, 
they also serve as dedicated 
guardians of the forests by 
reporting illegal logging, monitor-
ing environmental damage, and 
assisting forest officials in conser-
vation efforts.

What Do These Communities 
Need?

Despite their invaluable contri-
bution, these communities 
continue to face several challenges.

The glacial water available in 
these high-altitude pastures is 
extremely cold and unsuitable for 
regular domestic use. There is an 
urgent need for mobile toilets to 
improve sanitation and prevent the 
spread of diseases. Solar-powered 
lighting systems would also greatly 
improve their quality of life by 

providing light during the night 
and helping them care for their 
livestock.

These are not luxuries—they are 
basic necessities that would 
improve living conditions while 
supporting sustainable tourism.

Suggestions and the Way 
Forward

To strengthen the livelihoods of 
the Gujjar, Bakarwal, Pahari, and 
Chopan communities while 
promoting responsible tourism, the 
following measures should be 
considered:

Provide essential facilities in the 
Bahaks, including clean drinking 
water, sanitation, and solar 
lighting.

Employ local community 
members as trained trekking 
guides, allowing visitors to benefit 
from their extensive knowledge of 
the terrain and local ecology.

Promote eco-tourism models 
that ensure both local communi-
ties and visitors benefit while 
protecting the fragile mountain 
ecosystem.

These mountain guardians are 
the unsung heroes of Kashmir's 
forests. Supporting them means 
preserving the culture, natural 
beauty, and ecological heritage of 
remarkable places like Labkhal and 
Doodhpathri for generations to 
come.

Email: sahilmanzoor411990@
gmail.com
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Has the Bread Arrived?

�� YOUSF MIR

This story reflects a changing rural 
society where, in the name of prog-
ress, people are slowly drifting away 
from self-reliance, tradition, and their 
roots. Through the lives of a father 
and son, it raises a quiet question: Is 
modern convenience truly develop-
ment, or has it taken away the essence 
of life itself?

Dawn had not yet fully broken. Sahil 
had woken up early. His thoughts were 
on his son Haider's university examina-
tion.

As he was leaving for the mosque to 
offer the Fajr prayer, Haider called out 
from behind.

"Abu, if you don't mind, could you bring 
some bread on your way back? It will 

save me some time."
Sahil smiled and stepped out of the 

house.
Back home, the family prayed for 

Haider's success and wished him well.
After the prayer, Sahil went straight 

to the village shop to buy bread. But what 
he saw there surprised him.

Quite a number of men and women 
were waiting anxiously outside the shop.

Everywhere, the same question 
echoed:

"Has the bread arrived?"
The shopkeeper gave the same reply 

again and again.
"The baker hasn't baked any bread 

today. There is no bread available in any 
shop in the village."

Sahil stood silently, watching the scene 
unfold before him.

He remembered a time when fresh 
bread was baked in every home each 
morning. Now an entire village stood 
helplessly waiting for a loaf of bread.

After waiting for some time, he 
returned home empty-handed.

"No bread, son," he said.
Haider picked up his bag and smiled.
"It's alright, Abu. I'll eat when I return."
A few moments later, he left for his 

examination.
When the door closed behind him, a 

strange emptiness settled inside Sahil.
He walked into the courtyard and sat 

down.
It was the same courtyard that had 

once been the heart of a self-sufficient 
household. A cow used to stand tethered 
in one corner, chickens pecked grain in 
another, and daily life moved with a 
quiet rhythm of its own.

As he sat there, an old memory 
returned.

There had been a time when their cow 
had stopped giving milk. Some family 
members had suggested selling it since 
it was becoming a burden.

His father firmly refused.
"As long as I am alive, this cow will 

not leave this house. It is part of this 
family. I will never allow my daughters 
or daughters-in-law to depend on oth-
ers for milk."

At the time, Sahil had thought his 
father was simply being stubborn.

Today, he understood that his father 
had been protecting something far more 
valuable than a cow. He had been pro-
tecting self-reliance.

Another memory surfaced.

One late evening, long after darkness 
had fallen, Sahil's old friend Ghulam 
Rasool arrived unexpectedly at their 
home.

Without hesitation, the family began 
preparing a meal. One of the chickens 
raised in the courtyard was brought out, 
and food was prepared immediately. 
The guest was welcomed with warmth 
and dignity.

No one had to rush to the market.
No one had to wait for supplies.
Everything they needed was already 

at home.
The memory faded, and Sahil found 

himself thinking of his late wife.
She had been more than a home-

maker. She had been the soul of the 
household. She cared for the cow, fed 
the chickens, looked after the kitchen 
garden, and managed countless respon-
sibilities that kept the family indepen-
dent.

Life had been simple, yet complete.
Now times had changed.
Convenience had increased, but self-

reliance had diminished.
Everything now depended on the 

market, and when the market stopped, 
life itself seemed to stop with it.

Sahil remained seated in the courtyard 
for a long time.

The memories of the past continued 
to flow through his mind.

Gradually, a truth became clear to him.
Once, people fulfilled many of their 

needs with their own hands.
Now they had become dependent on 

others for even the simplest necessities.
He looked up at the sky.
The voices of birds drifted gently 

through the air.
A quiet resolve took shape within him.
If life gave him another opportunity, 

he would rebuild a small foundation 
of self-sufficiency in his home: a cow, 
a few chickens, and a modest kitchen 
garden.

He wanted the coming generations to 
understand that progress does not mean 
abandoning one's roots. True progress 
lies in moving forward while keeping 
those roots strong.

There was no longer any question in 
Sahil's heart.

Only a quiet certainty remained.

The author is a regular 
contributor of Daily Newspaper 

Headlines Today

World of Books and Books of the World

�� DR. RATAN BHATTACHARJEE

There are places in the world where 
books breathe like living beings, where 
the scent of old paper mingles with the 
fragrance of tea and the murmur of human 
voices. For me, College Street in Kolkata 
has always been such a sacred geography—
a pilgrimage of printed words, a boulevard 
of ideas, a living museum of memory. Yet, 
when I walked through the narrow lanes 
of Srinagar and found myself surrounded 
by bookshops tucked between the Dal 
Lake’s shimmering calm and the shadowed 
mountains of Kashmir, I felt a strange déjà 
vu. The bookshops of Kashmir reminded 
me of College Street—not in scale or noise, 
but in spirit, in the quiet dignity of people 
who still believe that books can heal, con-
nect, and endure.In Kolkata, College Street 
is a river of intellect. Its pavements overflow 
with booksellers who know their custom-
ers by name, who can locate a rare edition 
from a pile that looks like chaos but is, in 
truth, a map of human curiosity. The air 
there is thick with the smell of ink and 
dust, and every conversation is a debate—
Tagore versus Eliot, Marx versus Freud, 
poetry versus politics. I grew up walking 
those lanes, brushing against the ghosts 
of scholars and revolutionaries, inhaling 
the democracy of thought that College 
Street represents. It is not merely a mar-
ketplace; it is a metaphor for Bengal’s mind.

Charles Lamb’s essay ‘The Superannu-
ated Man’  carries within it the soft mel-
ancholy of a man suddenly detached from 
the familiar streets of London. Lamb’s 
London is not merely a city; it is a living 
companion. Its alleys, bookstalls, taverns, 
and smoky corners form the emotional 
geography of his life. When he writes of 
retirement, he writes of exile—from the 
very streets that shaped his imagination. 
The London he evokes is intimate, textured, 
and deeply human: a city where booksell-
ers greet you like old friends, where the 
smell of old paper rises from second-hand 
stalls, and where literature seems to 
breathe through the bricks of Fleet Street 
and the Strand. Lamb’s nostalgia is not for 
employment but for the everyday poetry 
of urban life, for the bookshops that stood 
like sanctuaries amid the noise of horse-
carriages and the clatter of early modern 
London.Walking through New York decades 
later, I felt a similar tug of emotion, though 
the city is vastly different in scale and 
temperament. New York’s bookshops—
whether the iconic Strand Bookstore with 
its “18 miles of books,” the quiet corners 
of McNally Jackson, or the charming used-
book stalls near Union Square—carry a 

spirit that unexpectedly echoes Lamb’s 
London. The streets are louder, the crowds 
more hurried, the architecture more ver-
tical, yet the bookshops retain a human 
warmth that softens the city’s steel edges. 

In New York, I saw readers sitting on the 
floor between shelves, lost in worlds far 
removed from the city’s relentless pace. I 
saw old men browsing poetry as if time 
had paused for them. I saw young students 
clutching second-hand volumes with the 
same reverence that Lamb once felt for his 
London treasures.The comparison between 
Lamb’s London and my New York is not 
one of similarity in appearance but of 
similarity in sentiment. Lamb’s London 
bookshops were havens of companionship, 
places where the mind could wander 
freely. New York’s bookshops, though sur-
rounded by skyscrapers and neon lights, 
offer the same refuge. Both cities under-
stand that books create a parallel universe 
within the urban chaos. Lamb’s London 
streets were lined with modest shops 
where booksellers knew the taste of their 
regulars. In New York, though the scale is 
larger, the intimacy remains: a bookseller 
recommending Baldwin or Whitman with 
the same affection Lamb might have 
received from his London acquaintances.

What binds the two cities is the endur-
ing culture of reading. Lamb mourned the 
loss of his daily walks through London’s 
literary lanes because they were part of 
his identity. In New York, I felt that same 
sense of belonging while wandering 
through aisles of used books, touching 
spines worn by countless hands. The book-
shops of both cities remind us that litera-
ture is not confined to libraries or class-
rooms; it thrives in the everyday rhythm 
of urban life. Lamb’s London and my New 
York share a quiet truth: that cities become 
soulful when their streets are lined with 
books, and when readers continue to seek 
refuge in printed words despite the rush 
of modernity.

Kashmir’s bookshops, on the other hand, 
are quieter, more introspective. They stand 
like sanctuaries amid the turbulence of 
history. In Lal Chowk, Residency Road, or 
near the University of Kashmir, I found 
small stores where books were stacked 
like prayers. The shopkeepers spoke soft-
ly, often with a poet’s restraint. They offered 
books on Sufi mysticism, Kashmiri folklore, 
Persian poetry, and modern political 
thought. I remember one elderly book-
seller who told me, “In Kashmir, books are 
our peace.” His words carried the weight 
of centuries—of poets like Lal Ded and 
Habba Khatoon, of mystics who turned 
pain into verse, of generations who found 
solace in reading when the world outside 
trembled. There is a peculiar similarity 
between the two places. Both Kolkata and 
Kashmir have lived through conflict—one 
intellectual, the other existential. Yet both 
have chosen the book as their weapon of 
resistance. In College Street, the revolution 
was of ideas; in Kashmir, it is of endurance. 
The bookshops in both places are more 
than commercial spaces—they are shrines 

of resilience. When I saw a young Kash-
miri student buying Faiz Ahmed Faiz’s 
Dast-e-Saba, I thought of the countless 
Bengali students who once bought Gitan-
jali or Chandalika with trembling hands, 
believing that poetry could change the 
world.

The architecture of these bookshops 
tells its own story. In Kolkata, the shops 
are open-fronted, spilling onto the street, 
inviting chaos and conversation. In Srinagar, 
they are enclosed, intimate, almost protec-
tive. The books are arranged with care, as 
if each volume were a fragile relic. Yet, in 
both places, there is the same reverence—
the same belief that knowledge must be 
preserved even when everything else is 
uncertain. I saw a young boy in Kashmir 
flipping through a book on Rabindranath 
Tagore’s philosophy, and I smiled at the 
irony: Tagore, who wrote of universal 
humanity, finding a reader in a valley often 
divided by politics.College Street has its 
own rhythm—the clatter of trams, the 
chatter of students, the aroma of coffee 
from the Indian Coffee House. Kashmir’s 
rhythm is slower, more meditative. The 
Dal Lake reflects the sky like a mirror, and 
the bookshops seem to echo that stillness. 
Yet, beneath the calm, there is a pulse—a 
quiet determination to keep learning, to 
keep dreaming. In both places, books are 
not luxuries; they are lifelines. I remember 
entering a small shop near the Bund in 
Srinagar. The owner, a middle-aged man 
with silver hair, was reading Rumi. He 
looked up and said, “Sir, books are our way 
of remembering who we are.” His shop 
was filled with volumes on history, religion, 
and poetry. I picked up a collection of 
Kashmiri short stories translated into 
English. The stories spoke of longing, exile, 
and hope—the same emotions that fill the 
pages of Bengali literature. I realized then 
that the human heart, whether in Kolkata 
or Kashmir, beats to the same rhythm of 

yearning.
 College Street taught me that books can 

be arguments; Kashmir taught me that 
books can be prayers. In Kolkata, the book 
is a weapon of intellect; in Kashmir, it is a 
balm for the soul. Yet both are acts of cour-
age. To sell books in a world that scrolls 
endlessly on screens is to believe in the 
slow miracle of reading. To buy books in a 
place where uncertainty shadows every 
dawn is to believe in the permanence of 
thought.There is also a shared aesthetic—
the beauty of imperfection. In College 
Street, books are often second-hand, their 
pages yellowed, their covers torn. In Kash-
mir, many books bear the marks of time 
and travel. But those imperfections are 
what make them human. They carry fin-
gerprints, annotations, and the faint scent 
of history. I found a copy of The Prophet 
by Kahlil Gibran in a Srinagar shop, its 
margins filled with handwritten notes in 
Urdu. It felt like holding a conversation 
across generations. Both places remind me 
that reading is not a solitary act—it is com-
munal. In Kolkata, readers gather at the 
Coffee House to argue about literature and 
politics. In Kashmir, readers gather in 
silence, sharing the comfort of words. The 
difference is in tone, not in essence. The 
book remains the bridge.

When I walked through the streets of 
Srinagar, I saw young people carrying books 
under their arms—students, poets, dream-
ers. It reminded me of my own youth in 
Kolkata, when we carried books as badg-
es of identity. A book was not just an object; 
it was a declaration of who we were. In 
Kashmir, I sensed the same pride. Despite 
the challenges, the youth there read vora-
ciously—English novels, Urdu poetry, sci-
entific journals. Their curiosity is a quiet 
rebellion against despair. The connection 
between College Street and Kashmir’s 
bookshops is also emotional. Both are 
places where memory lives. In Kolkata, 

every shop has a story—of a writer who 
once visited, of a banned book that was 
secretly sold, of a reader who found love 
through literature. In Kashmir, every book-
shop is a testament to survival. They have 
endured curfews, conflicts, and closures, 
yet they remain open, like lanterns in the 
dark. I often think of the booksellers them-
selves. In College Street, they are philoso-
phers disguised as traders. They can quote 
Shakespeare and Tagore with equal ease. 

In Kashmir, booksellers seemed to me 
to be the  guardians of culture. They spoke 
softly, but their eyes shone with conviction. 
One bookseller told me, “We sell peace, 
not paper.” That sentence stayed with me. 
It captured the essence of what both plac-
es represent—the belief that words can 
heal wounds that weapons cannot.There 
is a poetic symmetry between the two 
cities. Kolkata, with its intellectual fervor, 
and Srinagar, with its spiritual melancholy, 
both understand the sanctity of the writ-
ten word. In both, literature is not an orna-
ment but a necessity. The bookshops are 
the arteries through which the lifeblood 
of culture flows. As I left Srinagar, I carried 
with me a few books—a collection of Kash-
miri poems, a translation of Rumi, and a 
slim volume on Sufi philosophy. They felt 
like souvenirs of wisdom. When I returned 
to Kolkata and walked again through Col-
lege Street, I realized that the two worlds 
were not separate—they were reflections 
of each other. Both are places where the 
human spirit refuses to be silenced.

 In  fine I may say , what binds College 
Street and Kashmir’s bookshops is not 
geography but grace. It is the grace of 
people who believe that reading is an act 
of faith. It is the grace of words that survive 
even when cities fall silent. It is the grace 
of knowledge that transcends borders and 
languages. Kashmir reminded me of Col-
lege Street because both are sanctuaries 
of thought in a world that often forgets to 
think. They are reminders that civilization 
is not measured by skyscrapers or technol-
ogy but by the quiet persistence of those 
who still turn pages.When I think of those 
bookshops now—the ones by the Dal Lake 
and the ones by the tramlines of Kolkata—
I see them as twin flames. One flickers in 
the mountains, the other in the plains, but 
both illuminate the same truth: that books 
are the last refuge of freedom.And so, I 
salute the booksellers of Kashmir and 
Kolkata alike—the keepers of wisdom, the 
dreamers of peace, the custodians of mem-
ory. In their humble shops, amid the scent 
of paper and ink, the world still whispers 
its most beautiful secret: that knowledge, 
like love, endures.

International Tagore Awardee  
multilingual Poet cum Columnist 

Dr.Ratan Bhattacharjee is a former 
Affiliate Faculty of English ,Virginia 
Commonwealth University & Retd.  

Head Post Graduate Dept of English 
Dum Dum Motijheel College. Email 

profratanbhattacharjee@gmail.
com
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Speaker Legislative Assembly inaugurates renovated 
facilities, new lifts at MLA Hostel Srinagar

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 10: Speaker, 
Jammu and Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly, Abdul Rahim Rather, 
today inaugurated the newly in-
stalled lifts and other upgradation/
renovation works executed at new 
hostel block of MLA Hostel, Sri-
nagar.

The inauguration marks a sig-
nificant step towards upgrading 
the infrastructure and improving 
the facilities available to Members 
of the Legislative Assembly. The 
renovation works have been un-
dertaken with the objective of 
enhancing convenience, acces-
sibility and overall comfort for 
the occupants.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Speaker emphasized the impor-
tance of maintaining and modern-

izing public infrastructure to 
ensure efficient service delivery 
and better amenities. He stated 
that the MLA Hostel serves as an 
important facility for the legisla-
tors and, therefore, its upkeep and 
modernization must receive due 
attention.

The Speaker expressed satis-
faction over the completion of the 

works and said that the installa-
tion of modern lifts and execution 
of renovation works would great-
ly benefit the legislators and 
other stakeholders by providing 
a safer, more comfortable and 
user-friendly environment.

He underscored the need for 
regular maintenance of govern-
ment infrastructure and directed 

the concerned authorities to en-
sure that all facilities at the MLA 
Hostel are maintained in a prop-
er and efficient manner. He also 
stressed the importance of time-
ly execution of developmental and 
renovation works so that public 
assets continue to serve their in-
tended purpose effectively.

The Speaker reiterated the 
commitment to improve the in-
frastructure and public facilities 
and said that such initiatives con-
tribute significantly towards en-
hancing the working environment 
and convenience of public repre-
sentatives.

Secretary JKLA Manoj Kumar 
Pandit, Chief Engineer PWD (R&B) 
Central Kashmir, Chief Engineer 
M&HE Srinagar besides Executive 
Engineers and other officials were 
present on the occasion.

Justice Sanjeev Kumar inaugurates
newly created Advocates' Clerks Room at High 

Court Complex Jammu
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JULY 10: In a significant 
step towards strengthening the infra-
structural facilities at the Jammu Wing 
of the High Court of Jammu and Kash-
mir and Ladakh and acknowledging 
the dedication and crucial support 
extended by the Advocates' Clerks to 
the legal fraternity in the day to day 
functioning of the Courts, Chief Justice 
(Acting), Justice Sanjeev Kumar, today 
inaugurated a newly created Advocates' 
Clerks Room at the High Court Complex, 
Janipur, Jammu.

The inaugural ceremony was attend-
ed by Justice Sindhu Sharma, Justice 
Rajnesh Oswal, Justice Mohd. Akram 
Chowdhary, Justice Wasim Sadiq Nargal, 
Justice Rajesh Sekhri and Justice Sanjay 
Parihar.

Besides M.K. Sharma, Registrar Gen-
eral, High Court of J&K and Ladakh, who 
is also holding the additional charge of 
Principal Secretary to the Chief Justice 
and other Officers of the Registry, the 
event was attended by Nirmal Kotwal, 
President, J&K High Court Bar Association, 
Jammu and senior members of the Bar 
Association. 

The representatives of the Advocates' 
Clerk Association, J&K High Court, includ-
ing its President, Mohinder Singh Nag, 
along with his office bearers, were also 
present.

On the occasion, Justice Sanjeev Kumar, 
expressed his satisfaction over the new 
facility exclusively meant for the Advo-
cates' Clerks. 

He also emphasized the need for 
their digital literacy, more particu-
larly, owing to their active involvement 
in e-filing of petitions. He also issued 
directions for formulation of compre-
hensive module for imparting training 
to the Advocates' Clerks in all aspects 
of court proceedings.

On behalf of the Advocates' Clerk As-
sociation, J&K High Court, Mohinder Singh 
Nag, President of the Association, conveyed 
sincere appreciation to the Chief Justice, 
the companion Judges and the President 
of the Bar Association for fulfilling the 
long-pending demand of the Advocates' 
Clerks through the establishment of the 
dedicated Advocates' Clerks Room.

JKLFC extends relief to borrowers 
under Settlement Scheme-2026; 
six NPA accounts settled, ₹3.36 

cr interest waived
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 9: The Settlement Committee 
of the Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh Finance Cor-
poration (JKLFC) met under the chairmanship of 
its Managing Director to consider settlement of 
seven Non-Performing Asset (NPA) loan accounts 
under the Settlement Scheme–2026 (SS-2026).

The Committee approved settlement propos-
als in respect of six NPA loan accounts involving 
a total settlement amount of approximately ₹84.43 
lakh, subject to the borrowers depositing the ap-
proved settlement amounts within the stipulated 
period and fulfilling all the provisions of the Scheme.

The Board of Directors, in its 247th meeting 
held on 31st December 2025, had approved intro-
duction of the Settlement Scheme–2026 (SS-2026), 
which was subsequently notified by the Corpora-
tion vide Order No. 155 dated 12th February 2026. 
The scheme came into force with immediate effect 
and shall remain in operation up to 30th Septem-
ber 2026.

The Scheme has been introduced as a One-Time 
Settlement (OTS) mechanism to facilitate recovery 
of long-pending Non-Performing Assets by provid-
ing eligible borrowers an opportunity to liquidate 
their outstanding loan liabilities on concessional 
terms, thereby improving recoveries and reducing 
the Corporation's NPA portfolio.

The Managing Director emphasized that the 
scheme is an important initiative to recover long-
pending dues, facilitate closure of stressed loan 
accounts and safeguard the financial interests of 
the Corporation. He directed all the Branch Heads 
and District Officers to expedite identification of 
eligible cases and ensure prompt processing and 
submission of settlement proposals.

The Corporation reiterated its commitment to 
strengthen its recovery mechanism and improve 
the quality of its loan portfolio through effective 
implementation of the Settlement Scheme–2026.

The eligible borrowers are advised to avail the 
benefits of the Scheme before its expiry on 30th 
September 2026.

District Admin Baramulla conducts 3-Day Field Outreach under VVP-II
District Officers conduct 24-Hour Village Stays in Vibrant Villages to assess grassroots development

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA, JULY 10: In an 
initiative aimed at strengthen-
ing grassroots governance and 
ensuring effective implementa-
tion of development programmes 
in the border areas, the District 
Administration Baramulla suc-
cessfully conducted a 3-day 
intensive field outreach under 
the Vibrant Villages Programme-
II (VVP-II).

During the outreach pro-
gramme District Level Officers 
undertook mandatory 24-hour 
night stays in the 18 identified 

Strategic/Vibrant Villages of the 
district. The unique initiative, 
on the directions of District De-
velopment Commissioner (DDC) 
Baramulla, S.F. Hamid, was de-
signed to provide senior officers 
with first-hand exposure of 
public service delivery in the 
Vibrant Villages by living among 
the local population and di-
rectly engaging with them to 
understand their aspirations and 
concerns.

Speaking about the initiative, 
the DDC said that it was aimed at 
obtaining a first-hand assessment 
of the developmental progress 

under VVP-II, understanding the 
aspirations and concerns of the 
people, and ensuring that future 
interventions are aligned with 
the actual needs and priorities of 
the border communities.

Over the course of the pro-
gramme, officers stayed overnight 
in 18 Vibrant Villages across the 
border blocks of Uri, Boniyar, 
Bijhama and Paranpeela. During 
their visits, they conducted ex-
tensive inspections of develop-
mental works and reviewed the 
implementation of various flag-
ship Government schemes.

The officers also assessed the 

availability and quality of es-
sential services and evaluated 
the status of critical infrastruc-
ture including roads, electricity, 
drinking water supply, healthcare, 
education, mobile connectivity 
and other public amenities.

Meanwhile, the visiting of-
ficers held detailed interactions 
with Panchayati Raj Institution 
representatives, Village Level 
Nodal Officers, frontline work-
ers, youth, women, senior citizens 
and other members of the local 
community.

These interactions enabled 
the administration to gather 

valuable grassroots feedback 
regarding the progress achieved 
under the Vibrant Villages Pro-
gramme, identify developmental 
gaps, and understand the genuine 
needs and expectations of the 
people living in these strategi-
cally important border villages.

Unlike conventional inspection 
visits, the overnight stay compo-
nent allowed officers to experience 
village conditions during both day 
and night, helping them assess 
the effectiveness of public ser-
vices and availability of other 
civic facilities from the perspec-
tive of the residents themselves.

Power Shutdown by KPDCL
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 10: Chief Engineer, 
Distribution, KPDCL has informed that 
the Shutdown of 33 kV GIS Tengpora Court 
line will be observed due to which pow-
er supply to Batamaloo, Moominabad, 
Court Complex and adjoining areas will 
be affected from 08 AM to 02 PM on 11 
July 2026.

Similarly, shutdown of 33 kV Lassi-
pora-Pulwama Ckt II (Buildtech) line will 

be observed due to which power supply 
to Koil, Tengpona, Muchpona, Tenghar, 
Pinglena, Gandipora, Gangoo, Prichoo, 
Covid Hospital and adjoining areas will 
be affected from 09 AM to 02 PM on 14 
July 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of 33 kV Sangam-
II line will be observed due to which 
power supply to Panzgam, Chakoora, 
Gulzarpora, K-koot, Charsoo, Hari and 
adjoining areas will be affected from 09 
AM to 02 PM on 15 July 2026.

DIRECTOR FCS&CA JAMMU HOLDS MEETING WITH 
NARWAL FRUIT MANDI ASSOCIATION

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JULY 10: Director Food, 
Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs 
(FCS&CA) Jammu Rajesh Kumar 
Shavan today convened a meeting 
with representatives of the Fruit 
Mandi Association, Narwal, Jammu, 

in his office chamber to address ris-
ing public complaints regarding 
exorbitant fruit prices, particularly 
bananas, and ensure transparency 
in the fruit trade.

The Director expressed concern 
that despite the availability of four 
to five different varieties and qual-

ity grades of bananas in the market, 
consumers were being charged 
almost identical prices. Such prac-
tices defeat the principles of fair 
trade and deprive consumers of 
their right to purchase commodi-
ties at prices commensurate with 
quality.

DC Reasi reviews preparations for 
Shravan Mahotsav-2026 at Shiv 

Khori Shrine
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

REASI, JULY 10: Deputy Commissioner Reasi, Kumar 
Abhishek, who is also the Vice Chairman of Shiv Khori 
Shrine Board today chaired a meeting with officers of 
various departments to review and finalize arrange-
ments for the proposed celebration of Shravan Mahot-
sav-2026 at Shiv Khori Shrine, Ransoo.

The meeting discussed the detailed agenda of ac-
tivities scheduled from July 30 to August 24, 2026, 
aimed at promoting spiritual, cultural and devotional 
engagement during the holy month of Shravan. The 
programme includes weekly Kavad Yatras, Shiv Katha, 
Bhajan Sandhya and concluding religious ceremonies 
at Shiv Khori Shrine.The Deputy Commissioner reviewed 
the arrangements to be made by the concerned depart-
ments and stressed the need for coordinated efforts to 
ensure smooth conduct of the Mahotsav and convenience 
of pilgrims. He directed all departments to complete 
their preparations well in advance and maintain close 
coordination throughout the event.

As per the proposed schedule, Kavad Yatras will be 
organized on August 3, 10, 17 and 24 from Ransoo Base 
Camp to Shiv Khori Bhawan, followed by Rudrabhishek 
and Hawan. A nine-day Shiv Katha programme is pro-
posed from August 16 to 24, while the concluding Bha-
jan Sandhya and devotional programme will be held 
on August 24. The DC reviewed arrangements related 
to security, traffic management, medical facilities, 
sanitation, drinking water supply, uninterrupted pow-
er supply, road maintenance, fire safety and public 
awareness. The Police Department was asked to ensure 
foolproof security arrangements and deployment of 
adequate personnel during the Mahotsav.

The Chief Medical Officer was directed to provide 
adequate medical facilities, including deployment of 
doctors, medical staff, ambulances and oxygen support 
at Shiv Khori Bhawan and Ransoo. The Jal Shakti De-
partment was asked to ensure adequate drinking wa-
ter supply along the pilgrimage track and at key locations, 
while the Power Development Department was in-
structed to ensure uninterrupted power supply and 
arrange backup power support wherever required.

The Fire and Emergency Services Department was 
directed to deploy fire tenders at Ransoo and conduct 
inspections of fire safety equipment at langar sites. He 
further directed the Motor Vehicle Department to 
regulate transportation facilities, prevent overcharging 
and display approved fare rates at conspicuous places. 

Army's Humanitarian Initiative
Brings Healthcare to Remote Monabal Village

Residents Hail Indian Army's Free Medical and Veterinary Outreach
�� DR.AB QAYOOM 

LANGATE, JULY 10: As part of 
its continued outreach to tribal 
communities, the Indian Army 
(Langate camp)organized a Free 
Medical-cum-Veterinary Camp 
at Monabal village in the Langate 
area of Kupwara district, benefit-
ing thousands of residents from 
the village and adjoining areas.

The camp aimed to provide 
essential healthcare services to 
people living in remote areas 
while also ensuring veterinary 
care for livestock, a vital source 
of livelihood for the Gujjar and 
Bakarwal communities. Men, 
women, children, and elderly 
residents received free medical 
check-ups, consultations, medi-
cines, and health screenings from 
a team of Army doctors and 
medical staff.

Simultaneously, veterinary 
experts provided treatment, vac-
cination, and deworming ser-
vices for sheep, goats, cattle, and 
other livestock. The programme 

also included awareness sessions 
on seasonal diseases, personal 
hygiene, preventive healthcare, 
and scientific animal husbandry 
practices.

The initiative witnessed an 

overwhelming response, with 
thousands of people availing 
themselves of the free services. 
Residents expressed gratitude to 
the Indian Army for bringing 
much-needed medical and vet-

erinary facilities to their doorstep, 
particularly in a remote region 
where access to such services is 
often limited.

Army officials reiterated their 
commitment to continuing such 

humanitarian initiatives in the 
future to improve the well-being 
of tribal communities and further 
strengthen the bond between 
the Army and civilians.

Locals also appreciated the 
Indian Army's multifaceted role 
beyond its security responsibili-
ties. They observed that the Army 
has consistently extended assis-
tance during natural disasters 
and emergencies while regu-
larly organizing cultural heritage 
festivals, sports tournaments, and 
youth engagement programmes. 
These initiatives have provided 
opportunities for local youth to 
showcase their talent at district, 
state, and national levels, promot-
ing social integration and positive 
community development.

The medical-cum-veterinary 
camp concluded with a message 
of unity, compassion, and collec-
tive responsibility, reaffirming 
the Indian Army's commitment 
to humanitarian service and 
inclusive development in the 
remote areas of North Kashmir.
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Office of the Executive Engineer Mechanical 
Irrigation Division Baramulla

Email: amitabhman.721013@jk.gov.in

SHORT TERM E-TENDER     |    NIT NO: E-15 OF 2026-27
For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, e-tenders In two covers are invited from 

experienced, reputed and registered firms/ genuine manufacturers/authorized distributors/dealers/workshop holders / SSI Unit 
holders for the following electromechanical equipment works:
S.No Name of work T.D Cost 

(in Rs)
Est. Cost 
(in Lacs)

E/M Validity of 
offer

Time

1 Providing and Fitting of 100 Hp OISD Starter with allied electromechanical 
works to be carried out at LIS Kansipora

100/- 2.82 5640/- 120 days 30 days

Programme Head: District Capex Budget
Whether Accorded / Position of Funds: AAA: Order No: 121-DDC of 2026 Dated: 08-07-2026
Tender ID No: 2026_IFC_315407_1
The tenders consisting of qualifying/eligibility criteria, technical specifications, general and commercial terms and conditions 

of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the website https://jktenders.gov.in from 10-07-2026 (04:00 pm).
The bids shall be submitted in electronic format on the website https://jktenders.gov.in from 10-07-2026 (06:00 pm) to 30-07-

2026 (6:55 pm). The bids uploaded on the website up to due date and time will be opened on the time and date, in the office of the 
Executive Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division Baramulla in presence of the bidders who wish to attend. In case offices happen 
to be closed due to holiday, or any other reason, on the schedule date of opening, the bids will be opened on the next working day 
at the scheduled time and venue. The complete bidding shall be online.

Prequalification bids shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division Baramulla on 
31-07-2026 at 13:00 pm after which the financial bids of qualifying bidders shall be opened on the same day.

The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids.
No: MIDB/CC-02/1643-49        |      Dated: 10-07-2026

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Mechanical Irrigation Division Baramulla

DIPK: 3087/26        |       Dated: 10-07-2026

Office of the Executive Engineer Mechanical 
Irrigation Division Baramulla

Email: amitabhman.721013@jk.gov.in

SHORT TERM E-TENDER     |    NIT NO: E-14 OF 2026-27
For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, e-tenders In two covers are invited from 

experienced, reputed and registered firms/ genuine manufacturers/authorized distributors/dealers/workshop holders / SSI Unit 
holders for the following electromechanical equipment works:
S.No Name of work T.D Cost 

(in Rs)
Est. Cost 
(in Lacs)

E/M Validity of 
offer

Time

1 Electro-mechanical repairs work to be carried out at lift irrigation 
scheme Ijara Phase 1st

200/- 4.99 9980/- 120 days 30 days

Programme Head: CDF of Hon’ble MLA Fund
Whether Accorded / Position of Funds: AAA: Order No: 102-DDC of 2026 Dated: 01-07-2026
Tender ID No: 2026_IFC_315400_1
The tenders consisting of qualifying/eligibility criteria, technical specifications, general and commercial terms and conditions 

of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the website https://jktenders.gov.in from 10-07-2026 (04:00 pm).
The bids shall be submitted in electronic format on the website https://jktenders.gov.in from 10-07-2026 (06:00 pm) to 20-07-

2026 (6:55 pm). The bids uploaded on the website up to due date and time will be opened on the time and date, in the office of the 
Executive Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division Baramulla in presence of the bidders who wish to attend. In case offices happen 
to be closed due to holiday, or any other reason, on the schedule date of opening, the bids will be opened on the next working day 
at the scheduled time and venue. The complete bidding shall be online.

Prequalification bids shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division Baramulla on 
21-07-2026 at 13:00 pm after which the financial bids of qualifying bidders shall be opened on the same day.

The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids.
No: MIDB/CC-02/1643-42        |      Dated: 10-07-2026

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Mechanical Irrigation Division Baramulla

DIPK: 3088/26        |       Dated: 10-07-2026

Union Territory Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Execuive Engineer R&B Division Sopore
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

NIT No: 39 of RnB-Sopore of 2026-2027 e-tendering   |   Dated: 10.07.2026
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K, e-tenders (in Single Cover System) are invited on Percentage rate basis from approved 

and eligible contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following 
works:
S.No. Name of Work Adv. cost T.D Cost 

(In Rs)
E/M Position of TS

1 Improvement / Upgradation of School Building at GMS Sempora 
Zone Dangerpora

2.983 200/- 5970/- EE/R&B/Sopore  38 of 2026-
27 dated: 10.7.2026

2 Construction of Toilet Block at PS Raj Mohalla Warpora , Zone 
Dangerpora.

1.98 200/- 4000/- EE/R&B/Sopore  39 of 2026-
27 dated: 10.7.2026

3 Improvement / Upgradation of School Building at BMS Janwara 
Zone Dangerpora

3.00 200/- 6000/- EE/R&B/Sopore  40 of 2026-
27 dated: 10.7.2026

4 Improvement / Upgradation of School Building at BMS Watlab 
Zone Dangerpora

4.936 200/- 9875/- EE/R&B/Sopore  41 of 2026-
27 dated: 10.7.2026

Time for completion of work: 60 Days		  Time & Date of Opening of Bid: 21-07-2026
Class of Contractor: DEE				    M. H of Account: Elementary Education
Project Authority: DDC Baramulla.			  Position of funds: Available
Position of AA: Accorded by District Development  Commissioner Baramulla  vide  his  order No:121/DDC of 2026 

dated: 08.07.2026
1. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities 

(B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other detail’s can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.
jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below
1 Date of  issue of tender  Notice 10 .07.2026
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 10.07.2026 to 20.07.2026
3 Bid  Submission start date 10.07.2026
4 Bid submission End date 20.07.2026 (4.00 PM)
5 Date and time of opening of bides ( online) 21.07.2026 (12 PM) in the office  of  Ex. Engineer R&B Division. Sopore

2. Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid start date and the Bid Submission End date) with 
NIT No. Name of work  and S.No. deposited in M.H. 0059   in the name of Executive Engineer R&B Division  Sopore  (tender inviting 
authority) as the cost of the tender document. 

At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form of 
CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Sopore . Besides that, the successful 
bidder will have to provide Performance Security @ 5% at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with the Government's 
circular instructions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released after submission of  a performance 
security of 5% of the  quoted cost which will be released  after completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period.

3(b). Geotag Photographs Minimum 03 sets (01 set Comprising of Photograph  before, during and after execution of work) of 
size 26 cm x21 cm  to be provided.

Unbalanced Bid:- In case bid of the successful bidder is unbalanced, the Successful bidder will have to provide additional 
performance security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Sopore (tender receiving authority) 
vide Principal Secretary to Government Finance department’s  circular issued under endorsement  No: DF-Code/ 441/ 2021-02-158 
dated” 8.8.20025.

a. Where the bid price is below 10% but not below 20% of the project cost put to bid, the additional performance guarantee/
security percentage shall be Incremented by 0.1% for every percentage of bid price below 10% of the project cost put to bid starting 
at 11% with the additional bid performance guarantee being 0.1% and this additional performance guarantee percentage shall be 
applied on the bid price.

b.  Where the bid price is 20% or more below of the project cost put to bid, the additional performance guarantee percentage 
shall be Incremented by 0.2% for every percentage of bid price below 20% of the project cost put to bid in addition to 1% of the 
bid price and this additional performance guaranteepercentage shall be applied on the bid price.

c. The additional performance guarantee percentage shall be rounded off to the next lower percentage based on whether the 
decimal point of the percentage 	of bid price is below 0.5% or next higher percentage based on whether the decimal point of the 
percentage of bid price is 0.5% or more.

d. The additional performance security shall be treated as part of the performance security . Additional performance security 
shall be  taken only after approval of next  higher  authority.

The additional performance security shall be released only after successful completion of work.
4. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on web Site www.jketenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders 

automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same 
web site in the office of the Tender receiving authority ).

5.  The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of technical Bids.
For and on behalf of the  Lt. Governor of J&K UT
No: 3534-43       |      Dated: 10-07-2026

Sd/- Executive Engineer, R&B Division Sopore
DIPK: 3126/26       |      Dated: 10-07-2026Space Devoted by Headlines Today, Purely in Public Interest

J&K Govt notifies framework for evaluation of books, 
academic material in educational institutions
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 10: In view of recent 
concerns regarding books available in 
institutional libraries and the procure-
ment of educational material, the 
School Education Department and 
Higher Education Department of Jam-
mu and Kashmir have issued compre-
hensive circulars. The action has been 
taken in pursuance of the directions of 
the government. The circulars prescribe 
a structured institutional framework 
for the academic evaluation, content 
verification and periodic review of 
books and other academic resources 

across all schools, colleges and univer-
sities in the Union Territory.

The framework is aimed at strength-
ening the institutional mechanisms 
governing the evaluation, recommen-
dation, circulation, retention and peri-
odic review of educational material. It 
seeks to ensure that the academic 
resources available in educational insti-
tutions possess established academic 
merit, factual authenticity, pedagogical 
relevance and educational value, while 
remaining consistent with the Consti-
tution of India, the laws in force, the 
National Education Policy, the appli-
cable regulatory framework and the 

curricular standards prescribed by the 
competent authorities.

Under the framework, all the govern-
ment and recognised private schools 
and universities functioning under the 
administrative jurisdiction of the 
respective departments and public 
libraries have been directed to under-
take a comprehensive Academic and 
Content Audit of books, reference mate-
rial, journals, research publications, 
dissertations, theses, digital reposito-
ries and other educational resources 
available in their libraries and aca-
demic units, irrespective of the year of 
procurement, adoption or inclusion.
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�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

HEADINGLEY: The moment he 
carved Pat Cummins through the 
covers to seal England's run chase 
for the ages at Headingley? Or the 
moment his world was launched, 
like a solar-red distress flare, high 
into the night sky at Eden Gardens 
as Carlos Brathwaite obliterated 
England's dreams in Kolkata?

The moment that he opted to play 
the percentages against a Trent Boult 
full toss at Lord's in 2019, and pat 
England's route to a World Cup final 
Super Over, rather than push his luck 
any further in a final shot for glory? 
Or when he risked it all in a hot-
headed, ill-fated moment of madness 
outside a Bristol nightclub in Sep-
tember 2017, and almost ended his 
career in the process?

You could plot your life against 
Stokes' moments in the course of his 
blood-and-thunder career. No player 
of his age lived more wilfully on the 
edge, nor proved more willing to tee-
ter over it in pursuit of victory - as he 
did, time and again, not least in the 
course of his captivating captaincy 
stint. "You're hanging on by a very 
thin thread," as Cuba Gooding Jr's 
character, Rod Tidwell, puts it in Jerry 
Maguire. "And I dig that about you!"

And last week it all came crash-
ing down, in another montage of 
moments against New Zealand at 
Trent Bridge. And while it's impos-
sible to ignore the absurd solipsism 
of Stokes' final hours as an active 
England cricketer, you could glimpse 
- even as his castle crumbled around 

him - the same surety of purpose 
that had fuelled him in his pomp.

Imagine being Zak Foulkes, the 
man in Stokes' sights as he thundered 
in for the 11th and final over of a spell 
that - as the whole of Trent Bridge 
suddenly knew - had been stage-
managed to coincide with the an-
nouncement of his retirement. In the 
split-second that it took for Stokes to 
find the edge from that hard length 
outside Foulkes' off stump, the focus 
had already shifted from New Zealand's 
collective pursuit of a match-winning 
position to the sort of one-on-one 
battle that Stokes had spent his career 
seeking, and (with some obvious and 
honourable exceptions) winning.

Poker players know that if you 
are confident you hold the best hand, 
the surest route to victory is to get 
your chips in early. A pair of aces will 
win more than 80% of the time in 
any heads-up scenario, and it's only 
if you allow other players to play 
their own cards that those odds can 
begin to diminish.

As soon as he had gone all in, the 
crowd was transformed from a mood 
of passive frustration to rapt an-
ticipation. Stokes' speed and rhythm 
were transformed too - according 
to Sky Sports, he was 4mph quicker 
once the Trent Bridge tannoy had 
done his bidding. And if that helped 
to focus his mind, then it surely forced 
Foulkes' to wander fatefully away 
from the task at hand. It was as if 
Stokes wanted to answer the ques-
tion that Graham Gooch had posed, 
in not dissimilar circumstances, to 
Ian Botham 40 years earlier: "Me.

Ben Stokes' 
career, and 
its end, 
tells us
a lot

Pretorius' maiden T20 
century consolidates 

Unicorns' top spot

�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

DALLAS: Lhuan-dre Pretorius raced to his maid-
en T20 hundred as San Francisco Unicorns thumped 
MI New York by nine wickets to consolidate the top 
spot in MLC 2026. Pretorius smashed 102* off 52 
balls - flicking a four to win the game and get to the 
milestone - in Unicorns' chase of 144, which was 
wrapped up with 26 balls to spare. The next highest 
score from either side was Ryan Rickelton's 35 from 21 
deliveries. Rickelton and Sunny Patel (32 off 23 balls) 
were the main contributors for MI NY, who were re-
stricted to just 143 after Unicorns opted to bowl in 
Dallas. Rickelton led MI NY's quick start - they had 20 
on the board in two overs - before Matthew Short 
turned it around for Unicorns. Short struck in three 
successive overs. He dismissed Quinton de Kock in the 
third over, Monank Patel in the fifth, and Rickelton in 
the seventh. That left MI NY at 56 for 3.

AFFARWAT-XI CROWNED JEHLUM CUP 
CHAMPIONS WITH CONVINCING 74-RUN WIN

�� HT SPORTS DESK 

SOPORE, JULY 10: Affarwat-
XI Sports Club Baramulla lifted 
the Jehlum Cup title after regis-
tering a comprehensive 74-run 
victory over Zum Zum Sports 
Club Sopore in the tournament 
final played here on Friday.

Opting to bat first, Affarwat-
XI posted a challenging total of 
169 runs on the board through 
a disciplined batting effort. Chas-
ing the target, Zum Zum Sports 
Club found it difficult to cope 
with the opposition's disciplined 
bowling attack and was bundled 
out for 95 runs.

Affarwat-XI produced a com-
plete all-round performance, 
combining solid batting with accurate bowling and sharp field- ing to dominate the summit clash from start to finish. The team's 

bowlers maintained consistent 
pressure throughout the innings, 
while the fielders backed them 
with outstanding catches and 
ground fielding.

With the emphatic victory, 
Affarwat-XI Sports Club Baram-
ulla was crowned Jehlum Cup 
champion, capping off an impres-
sive campaign in the tournament. 
Players and team officials celebrat-
ed the title triumph, while cricket 
enthusiasts applauded the side's 
commanding display in the final.

Scores: Affarwat-XI Sports 
Club Baramulla – 169

Zum Zum Sports Club Sopore 
– 95

Result: Affarwat-XI Sports 
Club Baramulla won by 74 runs 
to lift the Jehlum Cup trophy.


