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Do’s for the Yatris Don’ts for the Yatris
» Itis mandatory for every yatri to get registered * No yatri shall be allowed to embark on the
and to carry valid RFID card beforg starting the Yatra without mandatory registration and
journey from Baltal/ Chandanwari. valid RFID card.
* Yatris are required to cpllec:t their RFID cgrd . Don't ignore the symptoms of high
from designated locations in Jammu/Srinagar altitude iliness
before embarking on the Yatra. : : : .
« Carry your aadhar details for collecting your e dlr(lnk eleelin), GEEE e G,
RFID card. LSS
« Wear the RFID card around your neck at all * Don't stop at places with warning signs.
times during Yatra for safety & security. . Don’t take shortcuts on the route—it’s
+ Do carry sufficient woolen clothing, umbrella, wind risky.
chectgr, rcincocF and waterproof shoes. Weather - Don't pollute or disturb the Yatra
remains unpredictable and temperature may e
abruptly fall to below 5 degree Celsius. :
- Walk slowly and steadily — don’t rush on AR plel e I ol Ao e Xl e e e
steep paths. stay with your companions.
» Take regular breaks to avoid fatigue.
o
May your journey be
happy and auspicious! 8
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Omaxe announces dedicated hospitality
vertical with Rs 6,200 Cr investment

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

LUCKNOW,JUL2: Omaxe, one
of India's leading real estate de-
velopers, hasannounced its ded-
icated hospitality business verti-
calwith plans todevelop 19 hotels
spread over nearly 5 million sq.
ft. across five states in the next
4-5 years.

The company proposes to
invest approximately Rs 6,200
crore over the next 4-5 years,
subject to project-specific, reg-
ulatory and other necessary ap-
provals, as well as market condi-
tions, to develop hospitality
assetsacross high-growth urban
centres, pilgrimage destinations,
and transit corridors.

The hospitality developments
will be integrated with Omaxe's
existing ecosystem of townships,
mixed-use developments, com-
mercial destinations and urban
infrastructure projects.

Of the 19 hotels, a maximum
12 will be developed in Uttar
Pradesh, includingtwoin Ayodhya,
three in Lucknow, one each in
Prayagraj, Ghaziabad and Gora-
khpur, two in Kaushambi and two
in Vrindavan.

Omaxe will also develop one
hotel eachin New Delhi, Faridabad

and Ujjain, along with four hotels
across Chandigarh, Amritsarand
Ludhiana, including two proper-
ties in Chandigarh.

In total, Omaxe will have a
presence across 13 cities in five
states over the next 4-5 years.

Among the key projects is a
158-key Gateway Hotel by IHCL
atThe Omaxe State, the company's
50.4-acre integrated destination
in Dwarka, New Delhi, which is
being developed under a Public-
Private Partnership (PPP) model
with the Delhi Development Au-
thority (DDA).

Omaxe will also develop
transit-oriented hospitality in-
frastructure in Uttar Pradesh

through its PPP projects with
the Uttar Pradesh State Road
Transport Corporation (UPSRTC).
This expansion will strengthen
Omaxe's recurring revenue port-
folio by creating hospitality
destinations that complement
its existing developments.
Mohit Goel, Managing Direc-
tor, Omaxe Ltd. said here on
Wednesday in a statement that,
"Hospitality isanatural extension
of our integrated development
strategy. With improving con-
nectivity, growingreligious tour-
ism and increasing travel across
emerging markets, thereisaclear
need for quality hospitality infra-
structure in these locations.

Through this expansion, we aim
to create well-located hospitality
destinations that complement our
existing developments, strength-
enourrecurringrevenue base and
contribute to the economic activ-
ity of the cities where we operate.”
He said the hospitality port-
folio will comprise midscale and
upscale branded hotels, luxury
and premium flagship properties,
high-capacity pilgrimage hotels,
and branded serviced apartments
and extended-stay studios.
Each asset will be developed
in line with the tourism profile
and demand dynamics of its re-
spective market.
Theinvestmentis proposed to
be deployed in phases over the
next4-5years.Based onthe cur-
rent business assumptions and
subject to project execution, oc-
cupancy levels, market conditions,
regulatory approvals and other
relevant factors, the hospitality
business has the potential to gen-
erate approximatelyRs 1,000 crore
inannual revenue upon stabiliza-
tion.
Omaxeiscurrentlyinadvanced
discussions with leading domes-
tic and international hospitality
operators for branding and man-
agement partnerships. UNI

Stalwart People Services Limited files DRHP to
raise Rs 152 cr fresh capital

®  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

CHENNAI, JULY 2: The Tamil Nadu
headquartered Stalwart People Services
Limited, (SPSL) a Security, Facilities Man-
agement, and Staffing Services company
hasfiledits draft red herring prospectus
(DRHP) with capital markets regulator
SEBI to raise funds through an initial
public offering (IPO).

According to the DRHP, the proposed
IPO is a combination of a fresh issue of
equity shares aggregating up to Rs.150
crores and an offer for sale (OFS) of up to
52,64,151 equity shares by the Promoter
Selling Shareholders - Christopher Arvinth
and Caroline Mendez.

Stalwart People Services Limited pro-
poses to utilize the Net Proceeds of the
FreshIssue towards funding its working
capitalrequirement of Rs.65 crores, pre-
payment or re-payment, in full orin part,
of certain outstanding borrowings worth
Rs.40 crores and general corporate pur-
poses.

Incorporated in 2003, Stalwart is a
business services provider offering Se-
curity Services, Facilities Management
Services and Staffing Solutions under a
single umbrella.

As on April 30, 2026, it had a staff
strength of 25,070 personnel and serviced
1,099 clients across 23 states, three union
territories and two middle east countries.
Some of Stalwart’s marquee clients are
Yes Bank, Zepto, PVR Inox, Century Pan-
elsand GNITS (G. Narayanamma Institute
of Technology and Science)

The company, in consultation with
the BRLMs, may consider a Pre-IPO Place-
ment of Equity Shares aggregating up to

22.5 crores, prior to filing of the Red
Herring Prospectus with the RoC. If the
Pre-IPO Placement is completed, the
amount raised will be reduced from the
Fresh Issue.

In nine-month period ended Decem-
ber 31, 2025 (9MFY26), the company
reported revenue from operations at
Rs.474 crores, recording

a 47% CAGR from FY23. The profit
after tax (PAT) for the same period stood
at Rs.22.8 crores.

As per the F&S Report, in the pe-
riod Fiscal 2026 to Fiscal 2031, the
Security Services market in India is
expected to grow at a CAGR of 11.6%
to reach Rs.3,067.6 billion, while the
Facility Management Services market
inIndiais expected to grow ata CAGR
of 12.7% toreach Rs.942.3 billion and
the Staffing Services market in India
isprojected to grow at a CAGR of 19.9%
to reach Rs.2,877 billion.UNI

Renfra Energy files DRHP with SEBI to

raise Rs 430 cr via IPO
m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

CHENNAL JULY 2: The Tamil Nadu headquar-
tered Renfra Energy India Limited, an integrated
solar and wind energy solutions provider, catering
primarily to C&I (Commercial and Industrial) cli-
ents has filed its Draft Red Herring Prospectus
(DRHP) with capital markets regulator SEBI to
raise funds through anInitial Public Offering (IPO).

According to the DRHP, the proposed IPO is a
combination of a fresh issue of equity shares ag-
gregating up to Rs 430 crore and an offer for sale
(OFS) of up to 47,94,800 equity shares by the Sell-
ing Shareholders.

The Promoters of Renfra Energy - Muthuraj
Periyasamy, Chairman and Managing Director
and Jayendran, Executive Director are not par-
ticipating in the OFS

Renfra Energy proposes to utilize the net pro-
ceeds of the fresh issue towards redemption of
Non-Convertible Debentures issued by the com-
pany (Rs 160 crore), funding its working capital
requirement (Rs 175 crore), and general corporate
purposes.

Incorporated in 2017, ReNfra EnerGy India Lim-
ited operates in the turnkey EPC and renewable
projectexecution segment, catering to utility-scale
and commercial & industrial (C&I) customers across
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry. Its service offerings
span three business lines of renewable energy
solutions - Solar Energy Solutions, Wind Energy
Solutions and Operation & Maintenance Services.

The company, in consultation with the BRLMs,
may consider a Pre-IPO placement of equity shares
aggregating up toRs 50 crore, prior to filing of the
Red Herring Prospectus with the RoC. If the Pre-
IPO Placement is completed, the amount raised
will be reduced from the Fresh Issue.

RenfraEnergy’s FY26 revenue from operations
stood at Rs 1,013 crore, recording a 54.38% CAGR
from FY23. The profit after tax (PAT) for the same
period stood at Rs 156.8 crore.

As of May 15, 2026, Renfra Energy has execut-
ed Completed Projects with an aggregate installed
capacity of 462.35 MW, comprising 412.85 MW
of solar projects and 49.50 MW of wind projects,
and have Ongoing Projects with an aggregate
capacity of 139.10 MW, comprising 83.00 MW of
solar power projects and 56.10 MW of wind pow-
er projects under various stages of execution.UNI

Growing penetration of EVs drives Wheels India’s air suspension business

®  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

CHENNAIJULY 2: The strong
double-digit growth in its air
suspensionbusinessin FY26 was
driven by higher content per
vehicle, growing intercity trans-
port, ACsleeper coaches, upgra-
dation of fleet by STUs (state
transport undertakings) and
growing penetration of EVs,
Wheels India Chairman and
Managing Director Srivats Ram
said on Wednesday.

“We continue to invest in
the alloy wheels segment and
will strive for higher volumes
in the coming years”, he said
on the prospects in the alloy
wheels segment, while address-
ing the shareholders at the
company’s 67th Annual Gen-
eral Meeting via video confer-
encing.

Srivats was positive of growth
in the component businesses

catering to the wind mill indus-
try thisyear. He said that business
grew by 14% last year driven by
new businesses from the offshore
segment. “We are likely to see
growth both in India and over-
seas markets. In addition, we
continue to invest in and grow
the business of machining of
large castings for this sector”,
he said.

The company’s subsidiary
WIL Car Wheels Ltd saw decent
growth and improved its profit-
ability on the basis of increased
volumes, higher capacity utiliza-
tion and operational cost im-
provements and that this is
likely to continue this year.

He struck a note of caution
citinginflation concerns on com-
modity prices due to the West
Asia crisis but was hopeful of
the prices stablizing as the year
progressed.

Answering shareholder que-

ries, Srivats said that the com-
pany is planning a CapEx of
around Rs.300 crores this year
thatwill go towards Tractor, Wind
Mill, Hydraulic Cylinders and
Air Suspension segments.

He said that the company
would like to grow its construc-
tion equipment and agri tractor

businesses globally. “The com-
pany has a leadership position
in construction equipment seg-
mentand we would like toachieve
thatin the agri tractor segment
as well globally”, he said.
Answering another share-
holder’s question on the growth
strategy, Srivats said, “We are

looking to ramp up machining
of large castings.

The castaluminum business
ison a low base currently and
we have been able to get new
businesses from a number of
Indian OEMs. We should be able
to ramp up this business this
year. Hydraulic Cylinder is a
small business at the moment
but has the potential to grow
quite a bit and we are looking
atexpanding this business. Air
Suspension has grown well last
year and we are hopeful of con-
tinuing the growth momentum
in this segment.”

Onnew products, he said that
the company had introduced
around 250 new products.

Onoverall prospects, he said
he was confident of growing the
business this year. Wheels India
registered a Net Profit of Rs. 139
crores last year on Revenues of
Rs. 5124 crores.UNI

Manufacturing PMI falls to 54.2 as export demand weakens

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, JUL2: India's man-
ufacturing sector growth slowed to
athree-month low in June as softer
international demand weighed on
new orders, output, hiringand pur-
chasing activity, even though the
sectorremained firmly in expansion
territory, a private survey showed
on Wednesday.

The HSBC India Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI),
compiled by S&P Global, eased to
54.2 inJune from 55.0 in May. The
reading was also below the flash
estimate of 54.5 released last
month.

APMlIreading above 50 indicates
expansion, while a print below that
level signals contraction. June marked
the 56th consecutive month of ex-

pansion in India's manufacturing
activity.

The surveyindicated that growth
in both output and new orders re-
mained positive but weakened con-
siderably during the month.

"With the exception of March,
rates ofincrease in both outputand
new orders were the weakest seen
in four years. Several firms report-
edanimprovementindemand con-
ditions, but others noted subdued
client appetite for their products
and fierce market competition,” the
survey said.

International demand also lost
momentum, with export orders
growing at the slowest pace in 39
months, reflecting softer sales to
European markets.

Manufacturers continued to ex-
pand employment and purchasing

activityinJune, butthe pace ofgrowth
moderated alongside the slowdown
in output and new business.

Pranjul Bhandari, chief India
economist at HSBC said, "The mod-
eration suggests demand has cooled
slightly after the earlier surge linked
to the Middle East conflict. Growth
slowed across output, new orders,
export orders and employment,
withinternational sales recording
their weakestincrease since March
2023."

On the cost front, input price
pressures eased, with manufactur-
ers reporting the slowest increase
ininput costs since February. How-
ever, companies continued to face
higher prices for chemicals, elec-
tronic components, gas, metals,
petroleum products, plastics, rubber
and wood.UNI

Commercial LPG price slashed by Rs 183.50), first cut of 2026; domestic cylinder rates unchanged

®  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, JULY 2: Com-
mercial LPG cylinder prices were
reduced by Rs 183.50 across
major cities on Wednesday, of-
fering significant reliefto hotels,
restaurants, caterers and other
businesses that depend on the
fuel for daily operations.

The reduction, effective from
July 1, is the first cut in com-
mercial LPG prices this year.

Following the latest revision
by oil marketing companies, the
price ofa 19-kg commercial LPG
cylinderinDelhi has come down
to Rs 2,930 from Rs 3,113.50 in
June.

Similarreductions have been
announced in other cities, with

®© 00 ©

the price falling to around Rs
2,885.50in Mumbai, Rs 3,072 in
KolkataandRs 3,100in Chennai.

However, there is no relief
for domestic consumers, as the
price of the standard 14.2-kg
household LPG cylinder remains
unchanged. The domestic cyl-
inder continues to cost Rs 942
in Delhi, Rs 941.50 in Mumbai,
Rs 968 in Kolkataand Rs 957.50
in Chennai.

The reduction comes after
several months of steep increas-
es in commercial LPG prices
driven by geopolitical tensions
in West Asia, particularly the
conflict involving Iran, which
had pushed up global crude oil
pricesand disrupted energy sup-
ply routes.

Commercial LPG rates had
witnessed multiple hikes since
the beginning of the year, in-
creasing operating costs for
eateries, hotels and small busi-

nesses.

Thelatest cut follows asharp
decline in global crude oil pric-
es after tensions in West Asia
eased.

The extension of the ceasefire
between the United States and

Iran has helped stabilise inter-
national energy markets, while
improved movement of oil and
gas shipments through the Strait
of Hormuz has reduced supply
concernsand eased pressure on
fuel prices.

Industry experts believe
the reduction will lower input
costs for restaurants, hotels,
catering services and other
commercial establishments
that consume large quantities
of LPG. While it may help busi-
nesses improve margins or
moderate menu prices, house-
holds will continue to pay the
same price for cooking gas as
domestic LPG rates have been
keptunchanged in the month-
ly revision.UNI

Rane Madras to acquire Friction

Business of Hindustan Composites
m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

CHENNAILJULY 2: Rane (Madras) Limited (RML)
has entered into an agreement with Hindustan
Composites Limited (HCL) to acquire the Friction
Business, as going concern, on slump sale basis for
an enterprise value of Rs 370 crore subject to the
terms of the agreement.HCL's Friction Business is
a leading supplier of friction materials, with over
six decades of experience across the automotive,
railway, farm tractor, and industrial sectors.Its
product portfolio includes brake linings, brake
pads, brake blocks, clutch facings, and industrial
friction products, backed by in-house R&D and a
pan-India distribution network. It operates two
manufacturing facilities in Paithan and Bhandara,
Maharashtra. Based on the latest audited financial
results, Friction Business reported revenue of Rs
315.04 crore and PBT of Rs 40.29 crore in FY26.As
partofthe acquisition, RMLalso acquires the brand
“COMPO”, whichreinforces Rane’s leadership po-
sition by expanding its reach across segments,
distributors, fleet operators and aftermarket chan-
nels.Building on RML's established leadership in
the friction business—spanning passenger vehicles,
two-wheelers, aftermarket and railways, alongside
an export business aggregating revenue of over
Rs 700 crore—this transaction marks a transfor-
mative milestone. Upon completion, the acquisi-
tion will create aRs 1,000 crore friction materials
business, establishing RML as the market leader
across all major segments.

The transactionis expected to unlock substan-
tial operational synergies through manufacturing
scale, an expanded distribution network and en-
hanced R&D capabilities. The expanded footprint
isexpected to serve as critical launchpad for future
business expansion.Commenting on the acquisi-
tion, Mr. Harish Lakshman, Chairman, Rane Group
said: "This acquisition leverages Rane’s ability to
create amarket-leading friction solutions platform.
By integrating these complementary businesses,
we are uniquely positioned to address the evolv-
ing needs of India’s transportation needs while
driving operational excellence.UNI
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May This Pilgrimage Bring Divine
Peace to All: LG Manoj Sinha

LG flags Off first batch of over 4,800 pilgrims, says extensive arrangements are
in place to ensure a safe and spiritually fulfilling Journey

m HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JULY 2: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinhaon Thurs-
day flagged off the first batch of
more than4,800 pilgrims for the
annual Amarnath pilgrimage
from the Bhagwati Nagar base
campinJammu, formally mark-
ing the beginning of the 2026
journey to the revered cave

shrine.

Addressing the gathering, the
Lieutenant Governor described
the pilgrimage as "asacred path
where devotion meets spiritual
awakening" and expressed hope
that it would bring peace and
spiritual fulfilment to every
devotee.

"May this pilgrimage bring
immense joy and divine peace

to all," he said, while wishing
pilgrims a safe, comfortable and
spiritually enriching journey.
The first convoy, comprising
more than4,800 pilgrims travel-
lingin 259 light and heavy vehi-
cles, departed amid elaborate
security and logistical arrange-
ments. The Lieutenant Governor

said the Jammu and Kashmir
@ Turnon Page 11

Maintain Maximum

® Vigilance, Ensure Seamless

Pilgrim Movement : DGP

m HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, JULY 2: Director General of Police
(DGP)Jammu and Kashmir, Nalin Prabhat, on Thurs-
day directed security personnel to maintain the

highest standards of vigilance while ensuring the
@ Turn on Page 11

LG pays obeisance at
ancient Shri Ram Mandir at
Purani Mandi Jammu

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JULY 02: Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj
Sinha today paid obeisance at the ancient Shri Ram
Mandir at Purani Mandi Jammu. He prayed for the
happiness, well-being and prosperity of all.

During his visit, the Lieutenant Governor also

@ Turn on Page 11

India, Japan Strengthen
Strategic Partnership with Focus on
Economic Security and Al: PM Modi

m  HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

NEW DELHL JULY 2: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Thursday
held summit talks with Japanese
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi, reaf-
firming the commitment of India
andJapantodeepen their strategic
partnership through closer coop-
erationin economicsecurity, criti-
cal technologies and resilient sup-
ply chains.

The leaders held extensive dis- L
cussions on expanding bilateral
economic ties, strengthening semiconductor supply chains
and enhancing collaborationinemerging technologies, includ-
ing artificial intelligence. The two sides are also expected to
unveil a joint declaration on economic security cooperation

along with a separate joint statement outlining a framework
@ Tumon Page 11
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LG Attends School Education
Capacity Building Programme
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU,JULY 02: The Lieutenant Governor, Shri Manoj Sinha
today attended ‘One Day Capacity Building Programme’ organ-
ised by Bharti Airtel Foundation, State Council of Educational
Researchand Training, J&Kand School Education Department.
The event served as a formal platform for the launch of instruc-
tional resources jointly developed by the three institutions
aimed at strengthening the professional capacities of teachers
and enriching the overall quality of school education across
the Union Territory.

Speaking on the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor said the
initiative is a collective pledge and rooted in a fundamental
truth that when we empower teachers, we inspire confidence

in our students. “When teachers are empowered, students
@ Turnon Page 11

Cabinet Reshuffle and Expansion to Be
Carried Out Soon : Omar Abdullah

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 2: ChiefMinister Omar
Abdullah has announced that his govern-
mentwillsoon undertake a cabinet reshuf-
fleand expansion, signalling the first major
reorganisation of the Council of Ministers
since assuming office.

The Chief Minister said the exercise
would be carried out around the National
Conference's protestin New Delhi seeking
the restoration of statehood, setting off
widespread political speculation over
possible changes in ministerial portfolios
and the induction of new faces into the
government.

Under the Jammu and Kashmir Reor-
ganisation Act, 2019, the Union Territory
can have a maximum of nine ministers,
including the Chief Minister, as the Coun-
cil of Ministers is capped at 10 per cent of
the 95-member Legislative Assembly. With
six ministers currently in office, three
positions remainvacantand are expected
to be filled during the expansion.

The proposed reshuffle follows an inter-
nal review meeting of the ruling National
Conference held last month, where legisla-
torsare understood tohaveraised concerns
over the functioning of certain ministers

and the allocation of development funds.
@® TurnonPage 11

SHOPIAN, JULY 2: Declaring that
financial limitations will not come
inthe way of the district's growth,
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on
Thursday said there would be "no
injustice to Shopian" as he dedi-
cated and launched development
projects worth Rs. 76.45 crore
while conductinga comprehensive
review of the district's develop-
mental progress.

Chairing a high-level review
meeting, the Chief Minister
assessed the implementation of
major government schemes, infra-
structure projects and public ser-

No Injustice to Shoplan Desplte Fmanaal Constramts' CM Omar

B HT NEWS NETWORK

vice delivery, reaffirming his gov-
ernment's commitment to

balanced and equitable develop-
ment across the district.
"Despite our financial limita-
tions, there will be no injustice to
Shopian or any Assembly constit-
uency inthedistrict," Omar Abdul-
lah said, assuring elected repre-
sentativesthatall genuine demands
raised during the meeting had been
noted and would be addressed in
a time-bound manner.
Hedirected officials toimmedi-
ately address shortcomings in
projectimplementationand expe-

dite pending developmental
@® TumnonPage 11

Al To Be Defining Force For 'Viksit Bharat@2047': Jitendra Singh

B HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

JAIPUR, JULY 2 : Calling for a
governance model where technol-
ogy is guided by human wisdom,
ethics and accountability, Union
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Science & Technology,
EarthSciencesand Minister of State
for the Prime Minister's Office, Per-
sonnel, Public Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space, DrJiten-

dra Singh said that human-led
Artificial Intelligence Governance
model for India will be the defining
force behind the nation's journey
towards 2047.

Addressing the Awards Session
of the 29th National Conference on
e-Governance (NCeG)inJaipur, the
Minister said Artificial Intelligence
has ceased to be a matter of choice
and has become an essential com-
ponent of governance. The real

challenge, he said, is not Artificial
Intelligence itself, but whether gov-
ernments possess the vision and
maturity to deploy it responsibly
with citizens remaining at the cen-
tre of every technological interven-
tion.

The Minister said India's digital
transformationis notdriven by the
objective of replacing human deci-

sion-making with machines, but
@ Tumn on Page 11

Rain brings relief from heatwave in J&K

B HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

SRINAGAR, JUL 02: Rainfall across several
partsof Jammu and Kashmir brought relief from
therecent heatwave on Thursday, with maximum
temperatures settling at or below normalin most
places.

According to data accessed by the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer (KNO) Srinagar
recorded amaximum temperature of29.1 degrees
Celsius, 0.5 degrees below normal, while Jammu
registered 34.5 degrees Celsius, 1.5 degrees below
normal.

Other major stationsin Kashmirrecorded 28.5
degrees Celsius in Qazigund, 28.7 degrees in
Kupwara, 27.6 degreesin Kokernag, 22.1 degrees
in Pahalgam and 21.6 degrees in Gulmarg.

In the Jammu region, Banihal recorded 28
degrees Celsius, Batote 25.1 degrees, Bhaderwah

®© 00 ©

26.5 degrees and Katra 32 degrees Celsius, all
remaining below normal for this time of the year.

Theimprovementin weather followed rainfall
in several districts over the past 24 hours. Kath-
ua received the highest rainfall in the Union

Territory at 85.8 mm, followed by Katra with 39
@ Tunon Page 11

J&K to Receive 275
Al-Enabled X-Ray Machines
Under Prime Minister's Fund

B HT NEWS DESK / AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, JUL 02: Jammu and Kashmir is set to
witness a major expansion of its public healthcare
infrastructure after the Government of Indiaapproved
the allocation of 275 Al-enabled portable handheld
X-ray machines, nine MRI units and four digital mam-
mography units under the Prime Minister's Fund.

The initiative is aimed at significantly enhancing
diagnostic capabilitiesin government health institu-
tions,improvingearly disease detection, strengthen-
ing breast cancer screening and supporting artificial
intelligence-based tuberculosis screening across the
Union Territory.

@ TunonPage 11
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DC Srinagar reviews progress of Phase-3 heritage
conservation projects across district

Directs executing agencies to initiate work on all projects expeditiously in time bound manner

B HT NEWS NETWORK

T—

SRINAGARJULY 02:- Deputy
Commissioner(DC) Srinagar,
Akshay Labroo today reviewed
the progress of heritage conser-
vation projects being executed
across the District at a meeting
held in the Conference Hall of
the DC Office Complex.

The meeting was attended
by Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner, Rifat Aftab
Qureshi, Chief Planning Officer,
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Superintend-
ing Engineer R&B North, Shabir
Ahmad, Superintending Engineer
R&B South, Tatheer Manzoor,
Executive Engineers of R&B Di-
visions of Dalgate, Rajbagh,
Karannagar and Core besides
other concerned.

Attheoutset, the Deputy Com-
missioner was briefed on the
status of ongoing conservation
and restoration works being car-
ried out for the preservation,

revival, restoration and mainte-
nance of several heritage and
religious sites, including Ziyarat
Makdoom Sahib, Narian Temple,
Sharika Devi Temple, Shrine of
Syed Yaqoob Sahib, heritage struc-
ture of "Kalai Wall" at Shahr-e-
Khaas, Shiv temple, Khankahi
Moula, Imambara Hasanabad,
Hazratbal Shrine, HariParbat fort,
Vasanta School, Mian Shah Sahib
shrine. Heritage of Kashapabuild-
ing, Raghunath Mandir, Siraj u
dinshrine, Gopi Nath Terath, Shri
Anandishwar Bhairav Asthapan,
Shrine of Noor Shah and various
other projects.

During the review, the DC
emphasized the need for close
coordination and collaborative
effortsamongallline Departments,
executing agencies, stakeholders
and the District Administration
to ensure that restoration and
preservation works are carried
outinaccordance withestablished
heritage conservation practices.

He stressed that the architec-
turalintegrity and historical sig-
nificance of the sites must be
preserved while undertaking
restoration and maintenance
works.The DC directed the con-
cerned officers to expedite the
worksandensure timelyinitiation
and consequential completion of
allapproved Phase-3 projects.On
theoccasion, the DCalsoreviewed
new heritage conservation proj-
ects identified for the current
financial year. He instructed the
concerned departments to com-
plete allrequisite formalities and
initiate the projectsattheearliest.

During the meeting, the DC
further took stock of the progress
of fencing works being execut-
ed on Budshah Bridge over the
Jhelum River in the City centre
and directed the concerned
agency to maintain quality stan-
dards and complete the work
expeditiously within the stipu-
lated time frame.

ACR Kulgam Flags off 84 Women
for Exposure Tour to Centre of

Bandipora welcomes Amarnath Yatris with warmth
as they embark on Holy Journey

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

VC LCMA reviews progress of Land

Records Digitization in Pulwama
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA, JULY 02: Vice Chairman, Lakes
Conservation and Management Authority (LCMA),
Khurshid Ahmad Shah, who has been nominated
as District Mentor for Pulwama to monitor the
digitization of revenue records, today chaired a
review meeting at the Circuit House, Pulwama,
to assess the progress achieved under the Digiti-
zation of Land Records Programme.

The meeting was attended by the Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Assistant Commissioner
Revenue, Tehsildars and other concerned Revenue
officers of the district.

During the meeting, the Vice Chairman con-
ducted a detailed review of the progress made in
digitization of revenue records and emphasized
the need for timely completion of the process
while ensuring accuracy, transparency and strict
adherence to the prescribed standards.

He directed the concerned officers to complete
all pending digitization work within the stipu-
lated timelines and instructed them to follow the
prescribed standards, formats and protocols while
digitizing revenue records.

Excellence Zawoora
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

ly to requirements, and ensure un-
interrupted services through the
Yatra period, upholding the highest
standards of hospitality and secu-
rity.

Pilgrims spoke positively of the
facilities and thanked the adminis-
tration and police for their efforts.
The DCreiterated thedistrict’sresolve
to ensure the safety, comfort and
well-being of yatris through efficient
service delivery and inter-depart-
mental coordination.

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Zaffar Husson Shawl, SDM
Sumbal Murtaza Ahmad Sheikh,
and senior officers from the civil
administration, security establish-
ment and various line departments
were present, actively overseeing
thereception and overall Yatra ar-
rangements.

Stressing the importance of quality assurance,
Khurshid Ahmad Shah called for regular verifica-
tion and quality checks of digitized records to
eliminate discrepancies. He also directed the of-
ficers to resolve field-level issues on priority and
immediately report unresolved matters to the
Revenue Department for timely intervention.

The Vice Chairman underscored the need for
close coordination among all Revenue officers to
ensure seamless implementation of the programme.
He also emphasized regular monitoring at the
tehsil level and accountability at every stage to
achieve the objectives of the Digitization of Land
Records Programme in an efficient and time-bound
manner.

Speaking on the occasion, Khurshid Ahmad
Shah said that the digitization of land records is
a key governance initiative aimed at enhancing
transparency, ensuring easy access toland records,
minimizing disputes and improving public service
delivery.

BANDIPORA, JULY 02: The first
batch of Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra
(SANJY)-2026 pilgrims received a
warm, traditional welcome at the
Shadipora Transit Camp on Thurs-
day, as Deputy Inspector General
of Police, North Kashmir Range,
Dr. Vinod Kumar; Deputy Com-
missioner Bandipora, Indu Kan-
wal Chib; and Senior Superintendent
of Police, Ajaz Ahmad Zargar,
greeted the yatris with flowers
and good wishes for a safe and
spiritually fulfilling journey.

The officers interacted with pil-
grims, enquired about their well-
being, and reaffirmed the District
Administration’s commitment to a
comfortable, hassle-free pilgrimage.

Ahead of the reception, the DC

KULGAM, JULY 02: Promoting women empow-
erment and enhancing awareness among women
farmers, Assistant Commissioner Revenue (ACR)
Kulgam, Reyaz Ahmad Shah today flagged off an
exposure tour of 84 women to the Centre of Excel-
lence for Horticulture at Zawoora, Srinagar.

The one-day exposure visit was organised by
the Department of Horticulture under J&K Com-
petitiveness Improvement of Agriculture and Al-
lied Sectors Project (JKCIP) as part of the Fruit Tree
Management programme.

Women empowermentis one of the key pillars
of the scheme, with a special focus on enhancing
their knowledge, skills, and participation in the
horticulture sector.

The tour, the first of its kind in District Kulgam
exclusively for women, aims to provide participants
with firsthand exposure to modern horticulture

and the SSP carried out a detailed
inspection of camp arrangements,
reviewing accommodation, sanita-
tion, drinking water, healthcare,
electricity, traffic management, and
security deployment. Expressing
satisfaction with the preparations
made by the District Administration,
Police, and line departments, they
directed all stakeholders to maintain
close coordination, respond prompt-

practices, advanced fruit cultivation techniques,
high-density plantation methods, nursery man-
agement, and innovative orchard management
technologies being adopted at the Centre of Excel-
lence.

Speaking on the occasion, ACR Kulgam ap-
preciated the Department of Horticulture for or-
ganising the exposure visit and said such initiatives
would help women farmers gain practical knowl-
edge, improve productivity,and encourage great-
er participation of women in the horticulture
sector. He urged the participants to make the best
use of the opportunity and share the knowledge
gained with other women in their respective vil-
lages.

Chief Horticulture Officer, M. R. War said the
programme has been organised under the JKCIP
initiative with the objective of building the capac-
ity of women farmers through practical exposure
to scientific horticulture practices.

He said the department is committed to pro-
moting women-led development by providing
training, awareness, and exposure visits that en-
able women to adopt modern technologies and
improve their livelihoods.

DG Libraries reviews progress of revenue records digitization
under DILRMP in Kupwara
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KUPWARA, JULY 02: Direc-
tor General, Libraries, Moham-
mad Rafi, whoisalso the District
Mentor for digitization of rev-
enue records, today chaired a
review meeting of concerned
officers at the DC Office Complex,
Kupwara, to assess the progress
of digitization of land records
being carried out under the
Digital India Land Records Mod-
ernization Programme (DILRMP).

During the meeting, the Di-
rector General reviewed the
status of digitization of land
records, scanning of revenue

documents, data verificationand
updation of cadastral mapsacross
the district. He took a detailed
appraisal of the progress achieved
under the programme and sought
updates from the concerned of-
ficersregarding the completion
of various components of the
digitization process.
Emphasizing theimportance
of maintaining accuracy and
transparency, Mohammad Rafi
directed the concerned officers
toexpedite the digitization pro-
cesswhile ensuring strictadher-
ence tothe prescribed guidelines
and quality standards. He stressed
that timely completion of the

exerciseisessential for strength-
ening land governance and im-
proving the delivery of public
services through a modern,

transparent and efficient land

records management system.
ACRKupwara, Peerzada Mum-

taz Ahmad briefed the chair about

the progress made so far, the
issues being faced inimplemen-
tation and the measures being
taken to achieve the stipulated
targets within the prescribed
timeline.The Director General
urged all stakeholders to work
inclose coordinationand ensure
the successful implementation
ofthe Digital India Land Records
Modernization Programme in
the district, enabling hassle-free
and transparent access to land
records for the public.The meet-
ing was attended by ADC Kup-
wara, Gulzar Ahmad Khan, ACR
Kupwara,SDMKarnah, Tehsildars,
and other concerned officers.

Power Shutdown by KPDCL

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 02: Chief Engineer,
Distribution, KPDCL has informed that
the Shutdown of 33 kV GIS Khanyar-BAMK
line will be observed due to which pow-
er supply to Industries, Raja Colony, Fir-
dous Cinema, Zadibal, Zoonimar, BSNL
Exchange and adjoining areas will be
affected from 08 AM to 02 PM on 05 July
2026.

Similarly, shutdown of 33 kV Khan-
yar-Rainawari line will be observed
due to which power supply to Miskeen
Bagh, Rozabal, Makhdoomsahab, Haz-
aribagh, Jogilanker, JLNM Hospital,
Kondabal, Hasanabad and adjoining
areas will be affected from 08 AM to
02 PM on 04 July 2026.Likewise, shut-
down of 33 kV Khanyar line and 33 kV
Bagh-i-Ali Mardan Khan-Takanwariline
will be observed due to which power
supply to Miskeenbagh, Rosebal, Haz-
aribagh, Kondebal, Hasanabad, Jogi
Lanker, Palpora, Sangam and JLNM
Hospital will be affected from 08 AM
to 02 PM on 08 & 11 July 2026.

Further, shutdown of 33 kV Kawdara-
Mughal Masjid line and 33 kV SH Pora
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line will be observed due to which pow-
er supply to Jamallatta, Nawabazar,
Zainakadal, Firdous Colony, Zaldagar,
Nowhatta, Nawa Kadal, MR Gunj, Zadibal,
Kaksarai and adjoining areas will be af-
fected from 08 AM to 02 PM on 13 & 15
July 2026.Similarly, shutdown of 33 kV
Bemina-Bemina-I/II line and 33 kV Be-
mina-Karanagar line will be observed
due to which power supply to Hamdania
Colony, HIG/MIG Colony, Nundresh Col-
ony, Gousia, Colony, Hamza Colony, Sir
Syedabad, Qamarwari, Chattabal, SK
Colony, Tawheedabad, Igbalabad, PDD
Complex, Medical Hostel, Pinchi Mandi,
Chattabal, Zaldagar, Balgarden, Police
lines, Civil Secretarait, Gole Market, Guru
Bazar, Tankipora, Shaheed Gunj and ad-
joining areas will be affected from 08
AM to 02 PM on 04 July 2026.

Likewise, shutdown of 33 kV Bemina-
JVC/PC Depot line, 33 kV Bemina-Exhi-
bitionline, 33 kV Bemina-Fatehkadal line
and 33 kV Bemina-KP Bagh line and 33
kV Bemina-Barbarshah line will be ob-
served due to which power supply to
Boatman Colony, Bemina, JVC Hospital,
Children Hospital, State Motor Garage,
Hajj House, Forensic lab, Qamarwari.

MP Mian Altaf chairs DISHA review meeting at Kulgam

Calls for enhanced awareness of Government Schemes, distributes sanction letters among Beneficiaries

B HT NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM, JULY 02: Member
of Parliament, Anantnag-Rajouri
Parliamentary Constituency, Mian
Altaf Ahmad today visited Kulgam
district and chaired a meeting of
the District Development Coor-
dination and Monitoring Com-
mittee (DISHA) at the Mini Sec-
retariat, Kulgam.

Prior to the meeting, the MP
visited the Drug De-addiction
Centre, Kulgam, where hereviewed
the facilities and services being
provided to patients.

He also visited the Mission
YUVA Small Business Development
Unit (SBDU) and assessed the ini-
tiatives aimed at promoting en-
trepreneurship and self-employ-
ment among youth.

During the DISHA meeting,
the MP took a detailed review of
theimplementation and progress
of various centrally sponsored
schemes and developmental pro-

grammes in the district.

The Meeting was attended by
MLA, Devsar, Peerzada Feroze
Ahmad Shah; Deputy Commis-
sioner Kulgam, Shahzad Alam,
ADDC,ADC,]DP, SE,KPDCL,SDM,
ACR, ASP, Executive Engineers,
CEO, CMO and other officers, be-
sides former District Development
Council Chairperson, Mohd Afzal
parrey.

The MPreviewed the progress
under PMAY-G, PMAY-U, Jal Je-
evan Mission (JJM), Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme
(RDSS), PMGSY and other flag-
ship schemes.

During the meeting, the Dep-
uty Commissioner briefed the chair
about the progress and implemen-
tation status of schemes and pro-
grammes, through a detailed
presentation.

The MP stressed the need
for effective coordination
among departments, timely
execution of projects and en-

suring that the benefits of
welfare schemes reach the
intended beneficiaries.

He also took stock of the staff
positionin the Health and Educa-
tion departments and reviewed
the status of vacant posts, em-
phasizing the need to address
manpower gaps toimprove service
delivery.

The MPalso called forenhanced
awareness of Government Schemes
to ensure maximum public ben-
efit.

During the meeting, MLA

Devsar alsoraised various pub-
lic issues and developmental
requirements of the Devsar con-
stituency and sought their time-
ly redressal and consideration
under different schemes and
programmes.

During the programme, the
MP distributed sanction letters
among beneficiaries under dif-
ferent schemes and interacted
with the public during a public
interaction-cum-grievance re-
dressal session.

He also listened to issues and
suggestions raised by the people
and assured them that their gen-
uine concerns would be taken up
for appropriate redressal.

During his visit, the MP also
inspected departmental exhibition
stalls and visited the Digital Cen-
tre of Excellence and the UMEED
SHG Canteen, appreciating the
efforts being made towards digi-
talempowerment and women-led
self-help initiatives.
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JKAACL Organises ‘An Interaction’ Programme
with Eminent Writer G.R. Hasrat Gadda

Speakers Stress
Continuity of
Programmes for the
Preservation and
Promotion of
Kashmiri Language,
Literature and
Cultural Heritage

m  JAMEEL ANSARI

SRINAGAR,JULY 2: The Jammu
and Kashmir Academy of Art,
Cultureand Languages (JKAACL)
on Wednesday organised an
interactive programmetitled “An
Interaction” witheminent writer,
cultural scholar and literary fig-
ure G.R.Hasrat Gadda at the Gov-
ernment Girls Higher Secondary
School, Kothi Bagh, Srinagar.

The programme was presided
over by Prof. Gulshan Majeed,
while Dr. Abdul Ahad attended
as the Chief Guest. Prof. Farooq

Fayaz graced the occasion as the
Guest of Honour.

At the outset, Ideel Saleem,
Additional Secretary (Kashmir),
JKAACL, delivered the welcome
address and highlighted the Acad-
emy’s continued commitment to
honouringdistinguished literary
personalities and promoting the
richliteraryand cultural heritage
of Jammu and Kashmir.

The inaugural address was
delivered by Dr. Sameena Wani,
Principal of Government Girls
Higher Secondary School, Kothi
Bagh.She warmly welcomed the
guestsand appreciated the Acad-
emy for providing students and
literature enthusiasts with an
opportunity to interact closely
with eminent writers through
such meaningful programmes.

On the occasion, noted scholar
GulshanBadrani presentedacom-
prehensive paper on the life and
literary contributions of G.R. Has-
rat Gadda. The paper offered an
in-depth account of his creative
journey, literary achievements,and

invaluable services to the promo-
tion and enrichment of the Kash-
miri language and literature.

The presentation was followed
by an engaging interaction ses-
sioninwhich participants appre-

ciated Hasrat Gadda’sremarkable
literary legacy and exchanged
views on various aspects of his
writings and contributions.
Speaking on the occasion, the
distinguished speakers paidrich

tributes to G.R. Hasrat Gadda for
his outstanding contribution to
Kashmiriliterature. They under-
scored the importance of sustain-
ingliterary and culturalinitiatives
to preserve, promote and
strengthentheregion’s rich liter-
ary traditions and cultural heri-
tage for future generations.

During the programme, the
Jammu and Kashmir Academy of
Art,Culture and Languages hon-
oured G.R. Hasrat Gadda with a
traditional shawl and a com-
memorative mementoinrecogni-
tionofhislifelongliterary services.
Hewasalsofelicitated with shawls
and gifts by the Gulshan Cultural
Forum and Meezan Publishers.

The proceedings of the pro-
gramme were conducted by Dr.
Gulzar Ahmad Rather, while Javaid
IgbalKhan, Editor(Kashmiri), JKAA-
CL, presented the vote of thanks.He
expressed his gratitude to the dis-
tinguished guests, participants, the
host institution and everyone who
contributed tothe successfulorgan-
isation of the event.

JKAACL hosts inspiring ‘Meet
the Eminent Writer’ Programme
with renowned Kashmiri Writer

G.R. Hasrat Gadda
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR,JULY 02: Jammuand Kashmir Academy
of Art, Cultureand Languages (JKAACL) today organized
an enriching literary interaction under its flagship
"Meet the Eminent Writer" series, featuring eminent
Kashmiri writer and literary personality G.R. Hasrat
Gadda at the Conference Hall of Government Girls
Higher Secondary School, Kothi Bagh, Srinagar.

The programme brought together an impressive
gathering of eminentwriters, scholars,academicians,
students, literary enthusiasts and members of civil
society, reflecting the growing interestin literary and
cultural pursuits across Jammu and Kashmir.

The event commenced with an introduction to the
life and literary achievements of G.R. Hasrat Gadda,
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whose contributions toKashmiriliterature haveearned
him widespread recognition for their depth, human-
ismand artistic excellence. His literary journey, span-
ningseveral decades, was highlighted asaninspiration
for aspiring writers and readers alike.

Inhisaddress, G.R. Hasrat Gadda shared his experi-
encesasawriter, reflectingon the changinglandscape
of literature, the enduring relevance of the Kashmiri
language, and the pivotal role of writers in preserving
the cultural ethos of society. He stressed the need to
encourage reading habits among the younger gen-
eration and urged budding writers to remain rooted
intheirlanguage, culture and values while embracing
contemporary literary trends. The interactive session
witnessed lively participation from students, scholars
and members of the literary fraternity, who engaged
the distinguished writer on a wide range of subjects,
including his creative process, literary influences,
contemporary challenges facing regional languages,
and the future of Kashmiri literature. Gaddarespond-
ed to the queries with thought-provoking insights,
making the session both informative and inspiring.

Speakingon the occasion, the speakersunderscored
the significance of initiatives such as the "Meet the
Eminent Writer" series in fostering meaningful inter-
actionbetweenestablishedliterary figures and emerg-
ing talent. They observed that such programmes not
only celebrate the achievements of distinguished
authors but also create an environment conducive to
intellectual exchange, literary appreciation and cul-
tural continuity. The participants appreciated the
Academy's sustained efforts to promote Kashmiri
literature and languages through regular literary
interactions, seminars, book discussions and cultural
programmes, describing these initiatives as vital for
nurturingcreative expressionand preserving therich
literary heritage of Jammu and Kashmir.

The programme was held under the guidance of
Secretary, JKAACL, Adeel Salim, and was coordinated
by the Academy's Editorial Wing. It reaffirmed the
Academy'scommitmentto providingvibrant platforms
for literary dialogue, promoting linguistic diversity,
andinspiringthe younger generationtoactively engage
with literature and the arts.
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Educational and Cultural Workshop

Organlsed at GMS Thera Budgam

actively engaged in the
activities.The programme
also featured a special lec-
ture on the educational
importance of theatre and
music, live demonstrations
of traditional folk theatre,
Bhand Pather-based activi-
ties, and an interactive
question-and-answer ses-
sion.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Fayaz Ahmad Rather,
Director and Secretary of

ValleyFolkTheatre, thanked
the school administration,
teachers and students for
their cooperation. He
stressed that preservingtra-
ditional performingartsand
passing them on to the
younger generation is the
need of the hour, and that
educationalinstitutions pro-
vide an ideal platform for
promoting cultural aware-
ness and appreciation.

DIPR's Cultural Unit
Kashmir organises NMJKA
Awareness Programmes in

educational institutions

m HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 02: The Cultural Unit Kashmir
of the Department of Information and Public
Relations (DIPR) organised awareness pro-
grammes under the Nasha Mukt Jammu and
Kashmir Abhiyan (NMJKA) at Government High
School ( Brane and Government High School

Dalgate on Thursday.

The programmes witnessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from students, who took partin speech
competitions highlighting the devastating effects
of drug abuse on individuals, families, and soci-
ety. The speakers stressed the importance of
adopting a healthy lifestyle and staying away
from substance abuse.

Speaking on the occasion, Cultural Officer,
Abdul Ragib Bhat and AECO, Syed Shakeel Shan
emphasised the crucial role of parentsin prevent-
ing drug abuse. They urged parents to maintain
close supervision over their children, keep a
vigilant watch on their activities, and remain
particularly alert in vulnerable areas to protect
them from the menace of drugs.

The headmasters of both schools also
addressed the students, advising them to stay
away from drug abuse and focus on their edu-
cation and overall development. They appreci-
ated the Department of Information and Pub-
lic Relations for organising the awareness
programmes and thanked the department for
its sustained efforts to spread awareness against
the growing menace of drug addiction among
the youth.

The programmes concluded with a renewed
pledge by students and teachers to work col-
lectively towards building a drug-free society.

= GULFAM BARJI

BUDGAM, JULY 2: As
part of the Guru-Shishya
Parampara Repertory
Grant Scheme of the Min-
istry of Culture, Govt, of
India, Valley Folk Theatre,
Hanjigund Wathoora,
Chadoora, Budgam, suc-
cessfully organised a one-
day Educational and Cul-
tural Workshop at Govt,
Middle School "GMS"
Thera, Zone Nagam, Bud-
gam.The workshop wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from students,
teachers and school staff.
It aimed to introduce stu-
dents to the rich cultural
heritage of Kashmir
through folk theatre and
folk music, while fostering
creativity, self-confidence

and interactive learning.
The programme was
attended by Chairman of
the "AKFAA" Shahjahan
Ahmad Bhagat and Head-
master of GMS Thera,
Ghulam Rasool Sheikh, as
chiefguests. They appreci-
ated the efforts of Valley
Folk Theatre and empha-
sised that such initiatives
play a significant role in
connecting the younger
generation with Kashmir's
traditional arts, culture and
heritage.During the work-
shop, the artists of Valley
Folk Theatre introduced
students to various aspects
of Kashmiri folk theatre,
Bhand Pather, and folkmusic
through practical demon-
strations and interactive
sessions. The participants
showed keen interest and

Satish Sharma welcomes
SANJY-2026 Pilgrims at Baltal,

-

ﬁ SLOGAN WRITING

strengthen awareness and encourage youth participation in the nationwide "NASHA MUKT J&K ABHIYAN",
the Jammu & Kashmir Academy of Art, Culture and Languages invites Higher Secondary and College
Students to participate in the Content Creation Competition.

COMPETITION CATEGORIES

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE

- GONTENT GREATION

NASHA MUKT JaK ABHIYAN

& T0 DRUGS . Qhose the stage of e, ot the o of
e, Create » Inspire » Influence

Substance abuse among youth has emerged as a serious social and public health concern in J&K. To

Say No to Drugs ﬁ

COMPETITION

Under

Open to students of recognized

Higher Secondary Schools, Colleges,
Universities, and Professional Institutions.

reviews arrangements
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

BALTAL, JULY 2: Minister for Food, Civil Supplies
& Consumer Affairs, Information Technology, Youth
Services & Sports, Science & Technology, and Trans-
port, Satish Sharma, today warmly received the
pilgrims of the Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra (SAN]JY-2026)
at the Baltal Base Camp and extended his heartfelt
greetings to the devotees embarking on the revered
annual pilgrimage.

Interacting with the pilgrims, the Minister enquired
about their travel experience and wished them a safe,
peaceful and spiritually enriching journey to the holy
cave shrine of Shri Amarnath Ji. He expressed hope that
the pilgrimage would bring peace, prosperity and well-
being to the devotees and the entire nation.

During his visit, Satish Sharma undertook a compre-
hensive review of the arrangements put in place for the
smooth conduct of the Yatra. He inspected facilities
related to transportation, accommodation, healthcare,
sanitation, drinking water, food supplies, security and
emergency response, while taking stock of the prepared-
ness of the concerned departments.

The Minister appreciated the dedicated efforts of the
Civil Administration, Security Forces, Shri Amarnath Ji
Shrine Board, Health Department, Transport Department
and other line departments for working in close coordi-
nation to ensure the safety, comfort and convenience of
the pilgrims. He said that the successful conduct of the
Yatra reflects the collective commitment and tireless
efforts of all stakeholders.

8) [ AubIo-vISuAL CONTENT

i) Song (Max. 2.5 to 3 Minutes)
ii) Animation Film (Max. 2.5 to 3 Minutes)

iii) Short Film (Max. 2.5 to 3 Minutes)
iv) Short Documentary (Max. 2.5 to 3 Minutes)

V) Cartoon

e

Vi) Logo Design on the Theme /l\

ES) IMPORTANT GUIDELINES

@ All entries must be original and unpublished.

Copyright violations will lead to
disqualification.

or any official Languages of J&K.

@ Only one entry per participant per category.

|
|
l
© Entries may be submitted in English, Hindi ‘
|
l
@ Al generated entries shall be rejected. }

|

@ Only Original and Creative ideas welcome. |

e Youth Against Substance Abuse

e Healthy Lifestyle & Mental Wellness

e |mpact of Drugs on Family and Society

e Role of Youth in Building Drug-Free India

e Rehabilitation and Hope

e Drug-Free Campus Movement

@ 00060

Age Group: 17 — 23 Years.

Individual Participation: Slogan Writing
& all AV Content Categories.

Group Participation: Only for Animation
Film, Short Film & Short Documentary
Categories (Max. 3 members).

Valid College/Institution ID Card or
Bonafide Certificate from institute is
mandatory.

>< SUBMISSION

Submit entries through:
@ e-mail:
sec-jkaacl

= Cut-off Date for
v receiving entries

07 July, 2026 upto 5:00 PM

jk.gov.in

A @ AWARDS & RECOGNITION 4 4

{ , 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes in each
AW competition categories.

\L Winning entries shall be showcased during District, Divisional, and UT-level events

and future official campaigns.

i SELECTION PROGESS

A Committee constituted by
JKAACL shall evaluate all entries
in afair and transparent manner.

NASHA
MUKT 4l
ABHIVAN | =

JAMMU & KASHMIR

_Academy of Art, Culture and Languages
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HT EDITORIAL

Reliable Power,
Reliable Governance

Electricity is no longer a comfort that people can do
without. Itis an essential public service that sustains homes,
hospitals, schools, businesses and virtually every aspect
ofmodernlife. Intoday'sincreasingly digital world, uninter-
rupted power is as fundamental as clean drinking water
andhealthcare. ltis, therefore, amatter of genuine concern
that people across the Kashmir Valley continue to face
frequent and unscheduled power cuts despite repeated
assurances of improvements in the electricity distribution
system.

The growing public frustration is understandable. While
occasional outages owing to technicalfaults, maintenance
work or adverse weather are inevitable, prolonged and
unpredictableinterruptions have become alltoo common.
The absence of any prior information only compounds the
inconvenience, leaving households, fraders, students and
professionals o bear the consequences without any
opportunity to plan their day.

The impact extends far beyond the temporary loss of
lighting or cooling. Erratic electricity disrupts water supply
systems, affects healthcare services, hampers educa-
tional activities and slows commercial operations. Forsmall
businesses, every hour without power translates into finan-
cial loss. For students, it means interrupted studies. For
families, particularly those with elderly members oryoung
children, it becomes a daily struggle.

The power sector undoubtedly faces operational and
financial challenges. Rising demand, ageinginfrastructure
insome areas and unavoidable maintenance requirements
cannotbeignored. However, these realities cannotbecome
a permanent explanation for a service that has become
indispensable to everyday life. The real test of a public
utility lies notin avoiding every disruption butin managing
them efficiently, communicating transparently and restor-
ing services promptly.

Overtheyears, considerable emphasishasbeenplaced
onpowersectorreformsthrough universal metering, upgrad-
ing of distribution networks and replacement of old trans-
mission lines with modern cabling. Consumers have
largely responded positively by accepting metered con-
nections and paying their electricity bills with the expecta-
tionthatimproved compliance would eventually translate
into better service. That expectation must now be fulfilled.

The authorities should ensure that areas where distribu-
tion infrastructure has already been modernised and
revenue collection has significantly improved receive the
quality of service that such investments were intended to
deliver. A dependable power supply in these areas would
not only reward responsible consumers but would also
reinforce public confidencein ongoing reforms and encour-
age greater participation in future initiatives.

Equally importantis the need forbetter communication.
If scheduled maintenance orunavoidable shutdowns are
necessary, consumers deserve timely and accurate infor-
mation. Transparency builds trust, whereas uncertainty
breeds resentment.

Reliable electricity is more than an engineering chal-
lenge; itisameasure of effective governance. Aresponsive
and efficient power distribution system reflects the admin-
istration's commitment to public welfare and economic
progress. As the Kashmir Valley moves towards greater
digitalisation and development, ensuring a stable and
predictable electricity supply should remain a priority
rather than an aspiration.

The time has come to move beyond temporary expla-
nations and focus on lasting solutions. The people deserve
apower supply that is dependable, predictable and wor-
thy of the investments already made. Delivering that reli-
ability will not only illuminate homes and workplaces but
also strengthen public trust in the institutions responsible
for providing one of life's most basic necessities.

Beyond a Viral Clip:
Protecting Children's Voices and Dignity

B REYAZ BADHANA

Arecentincident sparked widespread discussion
after a young schoolboy was asked about the sum-
mer vacation. Instead of answering the question,
the child used inappropriate language while refer-
ring to Education Minister. The video clip was
subsequently aired by the media and rapidly cir-
culated across social media platforms. At first glance,
it may appear to be just another viral video, but a
closer look reveals several important issues con-
cerning child upbringing, the responsibilities of
parents and teachers, child protection, children's
right to express their views, and the ethical respon-
sibilities of the media.

It is important to understand that children are
in the early stages of learning and development.
Their opinions, language, and behaviour are large-
ly shaped by the environment around them. What
they hear at home, observe in society, or consume
through social media and other platforms often
influences the way they speak. Therefore, it would
be unfair to treat a child's statement as a fully
informed political opinion or a carefully considered
personal viewpoint.

At the same time, every child has the right to
express his or her views. Silencing children or
discouraging them from speakingis not the answer.
A healthy society encourages children to commu-
nicate openly and confidently. However, the right
to freedom of expression also comes with the
responsibility of guiding children to express dis-
agreement respectfully, politely, and responsibly.
Protectinga child'sright to speak should always go
hand in hand with providing proper guidance and
moral education.

Parents play the most fundamental role in shap-
ing a child's personality. The home is a child's first
school.Ifdisrespectful language iscommonly used
at home while discussing public figures, political
leaders, or government officials, children are likely
toimitate the same behaviour without fully under-
standingitsimplications.Itis therefore the respon-
sibility of parents to teach children the values of
respect, civility,and constructive criticism. Children
should learn that disagreement is natural, but
abusive language is never acceptable.

Teachers also play a vital role in a child's intel-
lectual and moral development. Schools are not
merely institutions foracademiclearning; they are
centres for character building. Teachers should
encourage critical thinking while simultaneously
teaching students the importance of respectful
communication, social responsibility, and ethical
behaviour. Children should be guided to answer
questions thoughtfully and to communicate respon-
sibly, especially in public settings.

Another important aspect of this incident is the

child's age and limited understanding. Young chil-
dren often do not fully comprehend the social,
political, or public consequences of their words.
They mayrepeat what they have heard fromadults,
seekattention, or speakimpulsively without under-
standing the impact of their statements. For this
reason, society should avoid judging children's
remarks by the same standards applied to adults.

This incident also highlights the important role of
child protectioninstitutions and related government
agencies. Children's rights extend far beyond educa-
tion and healthcare; they also include the protection
of their dignity, privacy, mental well-being, and
emotional safety. When a child's video is broadcast
widely and becomes the subject of public criticism,
ridicule, oronline trolling, child protectionauthorities
should ensure that the child's best interests remain
the primary concern. Child protection is not only
about shielding children from physical harmbutalso
about protecting them from unnecessary public
exposure and psychological distress.

The role of the media deserves particular atten-
tion. Journalism is a profession built upon respon-
sibility and public trust. While the media enjoys
freedom of expression, that freedom must always
be exercised with professional ethics and social
responsibility. Wheninterviewing a minor, journal-
ists should carefully consider whether the child
fully understands the question being asked and
whether broadcasting the response serves any
genuine public interest.

If a child uses inappropriate language due to
immaturity or emotional impulse, it should not
become material for sensational headlines or viral
content. Responsible journalism should aim to
inform, educate,and serve society rather thanchase
ratings, online engagement, or social media popu-
larity at the expense of a child's dignity.

It is equally important to recognise the psycho-
logical impact such incidents can have on children.

When a child's video reaches thousands or even mil-
lions of viewers and becomes the subject of criticism,
mockery, or harsh commentary, the child may expe-
rience embarrassment, fear, anxiety, or emotional
distress. Such experiences can negatively affect self-
confidence, academic performance, social relation-
ships,and overallmental well-being. Definingachild's
identity by a single moment captured on cameracan
leave lasting emotional scars.

In today's digital age, the competition for views
and viral content has unfortunately weakened
journalistic standards in many cases. The desire to
generate online traffic often overshadows ethical
considerations. However, media professionals must
remember that contentinvolving children demands
the highest level of care and sensitivity because its
consequences may extend far beyond the moment
of publication.

Thisincident reminds us that children are among
the most vulnerable members of society. Their
words oftenreflect the environmentin which they
are raised rather than fully developed personal
convictions. Parents should be mindful of theirown
language and behaviour, teachers should continue
strengthening value-based education, child protec-
tion mechanisms should actively safeguard chil-
dren'sdignity and well-being, and media organisa-
tions should uphold the highest standards of
professional ethics.

Freedom of expression is one of the strengths of a
democratic society, but the manner in which it is
exercised is equally important. Teaching children
respect, tolerance, and responsible communication
isacollectiveresponsibility shared by families, schools,
society, and the media. Likewise, the media must
recognise thatnoteveryviral clip constitutes respon-
sible journalism. A truly civilised and compassionate
society can only be built when children'’s right to
express themselves is balanced with their right to
protection, dignity, and emotional well-being.
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The impressive tourist influx wit-
nessed across Kashmir during the
first week of June has brought
renewed optimism to the Valley’s
tourism sector. With more than six
lakh tourists already visiting Jammu
and Kashmir this year, stakeholders
are hopeful that 2026 could emerge
as one of the most successful years
for tourism in the Union Territory.
The encouraging trend reflects not
only Kashmir’s enduring appeal but
also the positive impact ofimproved
infrastructure,enhanced connectiv-
ity and growing confidence among
travelers.

Tourism has long been the back-
bone of Kashmir’s economy, provid-
ing livelihoods to thousands of fam-
ilies associated with hotels, guest
houses, houseboats, transport ser-

vices, handicrafts and local busi-
nesses. Therefore, the steady rise in
visitor numbers is a welcome devel-
opment for the region. Particularly
significant is the role played by
improvedroad, railand air connectiv-
ity in making travel to Kashmir more
convenient and accessible.
Thelaunch ofthe Jammu-Srinagar
Vande Bharat Express marks a major
milestone in strengthening connec-
tivitybetweenJammuand the Valley.
Combined with the improved condi-
tion of the Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway and better air services, the
rail link has substantially reduced
travel time and enhanced the overall
visitor experience. The positive feed-
back from tourists highlights the
importanceofreliable infrastructure
in boosting tourism growth.
Equally encouragingis theincreas-
ing popularity of offbeat destinations
suchas Gurez, Doodhpathri, Bangus
Valley, Lolaband Yusmarg. Foryears,
tourism in Kashmir remained con-
centrated in traditional destinations
like Gulmarg, Pahalgam and
Sonamarg. The growing interest in
lesser-known areas reflects changing
travel preferences and offers an
opportunity for more balanced

regional development. By promoting
these destinations, authorities can
distribute tourism benefits more
evenly while reducing pressure on
already crowded tourist spots.

Anotherfactor contributing to the
surgeinarrivalsis Kashmir’s pleasant
weather. At a time when many parts
ofIndia arebattling severe heatwave
conditions and temperatures exceed-
ing 40 degrees Celsius, the Valley
continues to offer a cool and refresh-
ing escape. This natural advantage
has made Kashmir one of the most
attractive summer destinations in
the country, encouraging tourists to
extend their stays and explore a
wider range of locations.

What makes the current trend
particularly noteworthy is the resil-
ience displayed by the tourism sector
despite challenges. The industry man-
aged to recover quickly from the
temporary setback caused by the
April terror attack in Pahalgam. The
continued arrival of tourists demon-
strates confidence in Kashmir as a
travel destination and underscores
the efforts of stakeholders and
authoritiesinmaintainingawelcom-
ing environment for visitors.

However, the rising tourist num-

bers also bring responsibilities. Sus-
tainable tourism must remain a pri-
ority. The fragile ecology of Kashmir
cannot afford unchecked commer-
cialisation, environmental degrada-
tion or unplanned development.
Waste management, traffic regula-
tion, conservation of natural resourc-
esand protection of tourist sites must
accompany efforts to attract more
visitors. Authorities should also
ensure thatlocal communities remain
active participants and beneficiaries
of tourism growth.

The current tourist rush is more
than a seasonal success story. It sig-
nalsabroader transformation driven
by better connectivity, improved
infrastructure and renewed confi-
denceinKashmir’s tourism potential.
If this momentum is maintained
through careful planningand sustain-
able practices, 2026 could become a
landmarkyear for the Valley, reinforc-
ing its position as one of India’s pre-
mier tourist destinations while ensur-
ing that growth remains inclusive
and environmentally responsible.

THE AUTHORIS A
REGULAR COLUMNIST AND
FREELANCE WRITER
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Drowning incidents in Kashmir Valley

Nature is benevolent an sometimes dreadful

B SAHIL MANZOOR BHATTI

Clear, crystal-clear rivers are meant to
quench our thirst, not to be polluted or
used recklessly for swimming. Nature is
benevolent, butattimesitcanalsobevery
dreadful. It is heartbreaking that during
the current year, a number of drowning
incidents have been reported from differ-
ent places.

Every year, such heart-wrenching inci-
dents occur. Bathinginlarge water bodies
should be permanently banned, and strin-
gent action should be taken against those
who pollute and dirty natural resources.
These resources possess a unique beauty;
their flowing water, serenity, and charm
are always at their peak. Humans should
never turn such natural resources into
bathtubs or swimming pools.

m Nature is Incredible

Itleaves nothing stationary. It calls you,
pampers you, makes you happy. Nature
bestows upon us mesmerizing surround-
ings. It is beautiful, joyful, limitless, and
full of mysteries. It attracts, enchants, and
sometimes terrifies. It can bring catastro-
phe,demolish great structures, silence the
noisiest moments, or compel a scream
from the quietest soul.

Fromareligious perspective, everything
that happens is under the supervision of
the Almighty. Life and death are not ran-
dom—each moment, even the rustling of
leaves, occursonly by His will,as described
in the Holy Quran. So why do we worry?
Why do we fear what is already destined?

The answer, though simple, carries deep
wisdom: we have aduty toactresponsibly.
The Almighty has commanded us to take
safety measures and protect ourselvesand
others.Weare not permitted to be careless
or ignorant. Crying and shouting in
moments of regret will not change what
was avoidable through preparation and
awareness.

m Heat, Summer, and the Shift
Toward Risk

Kashmir lies in the extreme north, and
we are accustomed to bitter cold. During
Chillai Kalan—from December 21 to the
end of January—temperatures dip as low
as -15°C. Yet we endure it with proper
arrangements: traditional timber ovens,
hammams, and layered winter clothing.
Winters, thoughharsh,are peaceful,and the
snow-laden forests and towering mountains
reflect the divine beauty of the region.

But summer, starting around June 21
until September 21, presents a new chal-
lenge. Between June and late July, the
valley experiences scorching heat, espe-
cially in urban areas. With few green
spaces or cooling infrastructure, people
often turn to public parks for relief. Sadly,
many of these parks have been replaced
with commercial spaces like parking lots.

Inthe 1990s, Igbal Park served as a vital
retreat for residents from Solina, Sarai Bala,
Half Chinar, and surrounding areas. Just a
few kilometers from the Zabarwan Moun-
tains, it provided free access to fresh air
and open space. Today, with entry fees
imposed even onlocals, many feel exclud-
ed.Development should unite the people—
not fosterdivisions based on affordability.

m  The Rush Toward Water — and
the Danger That Follows

To escape the heat, youth from cities
flocktovillages, where glacial streams and
clearwater bodies offer natural relief. These
rivers, sourced from melting glaciers, rush
with terrifying force—like water driven by

powerful motors. Though visually appeal-
ing, they are extremely dangerous.
DrowningincidentsinKashmirare steadi-
lyrising. Thesearen'tisolated accidents—they
happenyearafteryear.The keyreason? Lack
of proactive safety measures. We oftenreact
after tragedies, rather than actin advance—
beitinroad safety, infrastructure, or water-
related risks.
m CaseStudy:Raiyar-lch,Budgam
Theresidents of Bhatti Mohallah, Raiyar-
Ich, Khansahib(Budgam)have beenurging
the government for over ten years to con-
structamini-connectivity bridge. Despite
repeated appeals, nothing has been done.
Recently,aminor girl and a 20-year-old

biker narrowly escaped drowning in a
canalatthe same site. The community had
already submitted a formal request to the
district administration and even filed a
written complaintatPolice Station Khansa-
hib. Yet, the danger remains.

Without proper infrastructure, the area
remains a hazard. A connectivity bridge
must be constructed immediately to pre-
vent future tragedies. Authorities mustact
before more lives are lost.

m  What Needs to Be Done?

To prevent further loss of life, the fol-
lowing steps are essential:

1. Ban Open-RiverBathingin Tourist
Areas

The administration should impose a
strict seasonal ban onbathingin high-risk
water bodies, particularly at:

m  Shali Ganga (Doodhpathri)

m Lidder River (Pahalgam)

m DalLake (Srinagar)

m  Jhelum River (across various

districts)

These sites must be under CCTV surveil-
lance, with fines or penalties for violations.

2. Develop Public Swimming Pools

Each district should have affordable,
accessible swimming pools. Swimming
must be taught not only for safety, but also
to promote sportsand recreationin water-
based activities.

3. Launch Public Awareness
Campaigns

Through schools, mosques, social media,
and community halls, the government
should educate the public—especially
young people—about drowning risks,
safety practices,and emergency response.

4. Protectand Respect WaterBodies

Opendefecation, littering, and pollution
of rivers degrade not just the environment,
butalso community health. Ourriversare
lifelines for thousands of villages—sup-
porting drinking water, irrigation, and
ecology. It’s our moral duty to keep them
clean and pollution-free.

Therising number of drowningincidents
inthe Kashmir Valley is a tragedy that can
be prevented. These deaths are not inevi-
table. They are the result of neglect—both
individual and institutional.

Natureis a gift—but only when respect-
ed.With careful planning, awareness, and
infrastructure, we can save lives and cre-
ate a safer, cleaner, more compassionate
Kashmir.

Let us not wait for another innocent life
to be lost.

Let us act now.

sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.com

Toni Morrison: A Dream Icon for the Oppressed

® DR. RATAN BHATTACHARJEE

ToniMorrisonstandsin the modern iter-
ary imagination as a luminous force whose
wordsdonotmerelynarratestoriesbutcarve
out spaces of dignity for those whom his-
tory has silenced. She is not simply a novel-
istofextraordinary craft; sheisadreamicon
for the oppressed, a visionary who trans-
formed the pain, memory, and resilience of
African American life into a universal lan-
guage of liberation. Morrison’s work is a
testament to the power of storytelling as
resistance, as reclamation, and as rebirth.
Her novels, essays, and speeches form a
constellation of courage that continues to
guide generations struggling against the
weight of injustice. To read Morrison is to
encounteravoice thatrefuseserasure,avoice
thatinsists onthe beauty and complexity of
Blacklife,and a voice that dreams of aworld
where the oppressed can finally breathe
freely.Sheisnot simplyanovelistof extraor-
dinary craft; she is a dream icon for the
oppressed,avisionarywhotransformedthe
pain, memory, and resilience of African
American life into a universal language of
liberation. Morrison’s work is a testament
to the power of storytelling as resistance, as
reclamation, and as rebirth. Her novels,
essays,and speeches forma constellation of
courage that continuestoguide generations
struggling against the weight of injustice. To
read Morrison is to encounter a voice that
refuses erasure, a voice that insists on the
beauty and complexity of Black life, and a
voice that dreams of a world where the
oppressed can finally breathe freely. Mor-
rison’s journey into the heart of American
consciousness began with her profound
understanding that literature is not merely
an artistic endeavor but a political and moral
one. She believed that the stories of the mar-
ginalized must be told not as footnotes to
dominantnarrativesbutascentral truths.Her
writing emerged from a deep awareness that
theoppressedofteninheritaworld thatdenies
theirhumanity,and thattheactofwritingitself
can become a form of emancipation.

Morrison’s novels donotoffereasy resolu-
tions; instead, they confront the reader with
the rawness of trauma, the haunting of
memory, and the stubborn endurance of
hope. In doing so, she created a literary
universe where the oppressed could see
themselves notasvictimsbutas protagonists
of immense spiritual strength.Her debut
novel, The Bluest Eye, remains one of the
most searing explorations of internalized
oppression in American literature. Pecola
Breedlove’stragiclonging for blue eyesis not
merely a child’s fantasy but a devastating
indictment of a society that equates white-
nesswithbeauty, worth,and visibility. Mor-
risonexposes how systemicracisminfiltrates
the most intimate corners of the human
psyche, shaping desires, fears, and self-per-
ceptions. Pecola’s collapse is heartbreaking,
yetMorrison’s narrative does notexploither
suffering; instead, it reveals the structural
violence that crushes innocence. Through
Pecola, Morrison articulates a truth that
resonates across oppressed communities
worldwide: the mostdangerous oppression
istheonethatteachesindividualstodespise
themselves. By giving voice to Pecola’s pain,

Morrison becomes a dream icon—some-
one who dares toimagine aworld where no
childgrows up believing they are unworthy
oflove.IfThe Bluest Eye exposes the wounds
inflicted by racism, Beloved confronts the
historical trauma that continues to shape
Black existence. Sethe’s act of infanticide,
horrifying yet rooted in a desperate love,
forcesreaderstoconfront the brutalrealities
of slavery. Morrison refuses to sanitize his-
tory; she resurrects its ghosts—literal and
metaphorical—to insist that the past is not
deadbutlives withinbodies, memories,and
landscapes. The character Beloved, both
spirit and symbol, embodies the unburied
grief of generations. Morrison’s genius lies
in her ability to transform this grief into a
narrative of survival. Sethe’s journey is not
simply one of suffering but of reclaiming her
right to live, to love, and to heal.

In this reclamation, Morrison’s dream for
theoppressedisinseparable from herunder-
standing of memory as both burden and
blessing. She recognized that oppressed
communities often inherit memories that
are heavy with sorrow, displacement, and
violence, yet she also believed that memory
can be a source of strength. In her novels,
memory is not a static archive but a living
force that shapes identity and possibility.
Characters like Sethe, Florens, and Pecola
are haunted by memories that threaten to
consume them, yet Morrison’s narratives

reveal that confronting these memories is
essential for healing. She refuses the easy
comfort of forgetting; instead, she insists
thatliberationrequiresanhonestreckoning
with the past. This insistence is itself a radi-
calact, foroppressive systemsoftendepend
onhistoricalamnesia. By resurrecting forgot-
ten or suppressed histories, Morrison
empowers the oppressed to reclaim their
narrativesand asserttheir placeinthe world.
Her exploration of community is equally
central to her role as a dream icon.

Morrison understood that oppression
isolates individuals, convincing them that
their struggles are personal failures rather
thancollective experiences shaped by struc-
tural forces. In her novels, community
becomes a site of both conflict and refuge.
The towns in Sula, the women in Beloved,
the families in Song of Solomon—all reveal
the complexities of communallife. Morrison
does not romanticize community; she por-
trays its flaws, prejudices, and contradic-
tions. Yet she also shows how community
cannurtureresilience, provide belonging,
and sustain hope. For the oppressed, com-
munity becomesalifeline,areminder that
they are not alone in their struggles. Mor-
rison’s depiction of communal bonds offers
adream of solidarity, one that transcends
individual suffering and gestures toward
collective liberation.

Another dimension of Morrison’s dream
for the oppressed lies in her interrogation of
freedom. She understood that freedom is
not merely the absence of physical chains
but the presence of selfhood, dignity, and
possibility. Her characters oftengrapple with
the meaning of freedom in contexts where
their choices are constrained by racism,
sexism,and poverty.InAMercy,forexample,
Florens’s journey reveals the complexities
of freedom in a world where bondage takes
many forms—emotional, psychological,and
social. Morrison challenges simplistic notions
of freedom, urging readers to consider the
deeper dimensions of what it means to be
free. For the oppressed, her work becomes
aphilosophicalexplorationofliberation,one
that acknowledges its difficulties while
affirming its necessity.Morrison’s engage-
ment with spirituality further enriches her
role as adream icon. Her novels are infused
withasense of the sacred, notinadoctrinal
sense butinadeeply human one. She draws
on African American spiritual traditions,
folklore,and cosmologies tocreate narratives
that transcend the material world.

Characters like Pilate in Song of Solomon
embody a spiritual wisdom that defies con-

ventional logic. Morrison’s spirituality is
rooted in the belief that the oppressed pos-
sessaninner strength that cannot be extin-
guished by external forces. This spiritual
dimensionoffersadreamoftranscendence,
areminder that liberation is not only politi-
cal but also metaphysical. For readers who
have endured oppression, Morrison’s spiri-
tual vision becomes a source of solace and
empowerment.Her influence on global lit-
erature cannot be overstated. Morrison’s
workhasinspired writersacross continents
who see in her narratives a model for artic-
ulating the experiences of marginalized
communities.She demonstrated thatlitera-
ture rooted in specific cultural contexts can
achieve universal resonance. Writers from
Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Carib-
bean have drawn on Morrison’s techniques
of magical realism, fragmented narrative,
and polyphonicstorytellingtoexplore their
ownhistories of colonization, displacement,
and resistance. Morrison’s global impact
underscores herstatusasadreamiconwhose
vision transcends national boundaries. She
speaks to the oppressed everywhere, offer-
ing a language through which they can
articulate their own dreams of freedom.
Morrison’sintellectual couragealso contrib-
utes to her iconic status. She was unafraid
to challenge dominant cultural narratives,
whether in literature, politics, or academia.
She critiqued the ways in which whiteness
is constructed as the default center of Amer-
icanidentity, arguing that such constructions
erase the contributions and experiences of
Black people. Her essays dismantle the myths
thatupholdoppressivesystems,exposingtheir
contradictions and hypocrisies. Morrison’s
willingnesstoconfrontuncomfortabletruths
makes herapowerful voice for the oppressed,
onewhorefusestoaccepttheworldasitisand
instead demands that it be reimagined. Her
intellectual rigor inspires readers to question
theirassumptionsandtoengage criticallywith
the world around them.

In her later years, Morrison continued to
speak with clarity and conviction about the
challenges facing the oppressed. She
addressedissues suchasmassincarceration,
economicinequality,and the persistence of
racialviolence.Her commentary oncontem-
poraryeventsrevealed herdeep understand-
ing of the ways in which historical injus-
tices continue toshape the present. Morrison’s
voice remained a moral compass, guiding
readersthroughmomentsofcrisisand uncer-
tainty. Even in her final interviews, she
emphasized theimportance ofimagination,
empathy, and courage. Her enduring com-

mitment to justice solidified her status asa
dream icon whose influence extends far
beyond her literary achievements. What
ultimately makes Toni Morrison a dream
icon for the oppressed is her unwavering
beliefin the transformative power of story-
telling. She understood that stories shape
how individuals see themselves and how
societies understand their past, present,and
future. For the oppressed, storytelling
becomes a means of reclaiming agency,
asserting identity, and envisioning new
possibilities. Morrison’swork embodies this
transformative potential.

Her narratives challenge readers to con-
front the realities of oppression while also
offering visions of hope, resilience, and lib-
eration.Sheinvitesthe oppressed todream—
notas an escape fromreality but asaway of
reshapingit.Morrison’slegacyisatestament
totheenduring power of literature toinspire
change. Her words continue toresonate with
readers who seek to understand the com-
plexities of oppression and the possibilities
ofliberation. She remains a guiding light for
those who believe in the power of imagina-
tion to challenge injustice and to create a
more equitable world.

Morrison’s dream is not confined to the
pages of her books; it lives in the hearts and
minds of those who continue to fight for
justice, dignity,and freedom.Sheisadream
iconnotbecause she offers easy answersbut
because she illuminates the difficult path
toward truthand transformation.Incelebrat-
ing Toni Morrison, we celebrate the power
of the oppressed to dream, to resist, and to
rise. Her work reminds us that even in the
face of overwhelming adversity, the human
spirit possesses an extraordinary capacity
forresilience and renewal. Morrison’sdream
isadream ofliberation—one thathonorsthe
past, confronts the present, and imagines a
future where all people can live with dig-
nity and freedom. As long as her words
endure, that dream will continue to inspire
generations of readers, activists,and dream-
ers.Toni Morrison remains, and will always
remain, a luminous icon for the oppressed,
a visionary whose legacy lights the way
towardamorejustand compassionate world.

International Tagore Awardee
Formerly Affiliate Faculty Virginia
Commonwealth University& Retd.
Head Post Graduate Dept of English
Dum Dum Motijheel College .Glen
Allen Mobile +1(804) -564-2383
email profratanbhattacharjee@
gmail.com

Views,Opinions, facts etc Expressed by the Authors are their Own and Headlines Today doesn't acknowledge the viewpoint in any manner. And the claims made by the advertisers,

promoters through their write-ups need to be ascertained by the readers and Headlines Today Shall not be held responsible for any misleading information in any manner...
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Monsoons Beauty

B SHAHNAZ HUSAIN

Monsoons are here. Are you one of those
who enjoy when the rains come?

After the dreaded season of sunburn and
tan, therainy season brings arefreshing change
inthe weather, but it also poses challenges for
maintaining a flawless makeup look. Change
of season affects your skin more than you
think.

As the weather changes, a drastic increase
in humidity can pose significant challenges
for your skin.

Our skin can suffer damage from humidity,
moisture, and repeated exposure to rainwater,
which can cause several issues such as break-
outs, blackheads, whiteheads, and excessive
oiliness.

However, with afew essential tipsand tricks,
you can master the art of creating a flawless
rainy-season makeup look.

Alwaysremember, the basicruleistocleanse,
tone,and moisturise your skin during monsoon
season.

m Cleansing:

Increased humidity causes an increase in
sebum secretion, which attracts dust and
pollution particles that cause clogged pores
and breakouts. To prevent clogged pores and
breakouts, opt for a gentle cleanser that
removes dirt, pollutants, and excess oil with-
outstrippingaway your skin's natural moisture.

Cleanse your face at least twice a day using a
mild, chemical-free cleanser, which will help
remove excess oil, dirt, and impurities from
your skin. Natural ingredients like seaweed
extracts in your face wash help maintain the
skin's pH balance and ensure it stays nourished
despite the changing weather.

m Choose lightweight and
waterproof products:

The skin may feel sticky during the monsoon
season due to high humidity. Heavy makeup
can clog pores and lead to breakouts. Opt for
oil-free formulas for foundation, concealer,
and powder.

Look for waterproof makeup products that
willlast throughout the rainy and humid days.
You canuse awaterproofsetting spray instead
of powder to set the makeup. Choose light-
weight formulas like tinted moisturisers or
BB creams. Finding the right moisturiser for
the monsoon is essential, especially for acne-
prone skin. A lightweight, waterproof or
oil-free moisturiser can keep your skin oil and
grease-free, which can preventacne and keep
the Skin hydrated.

m Include Vitamin C in the Diet

Vitamin C is an antioxidant that keeps the
skin healthy during the monsoon season.

Citrusfruitslike lemons, oranges, and grape-
fruits are excellent sources of vitamin C. Kiwis,
bell peppers, and broccoli are also rich in this
essential nutrient. Vitamin C helps in the
production of white blood cells, which are
crucial for fighting offinfections and boosting
your body's defences

Vitamin C serum can maintain the skin’s
glow. Iteliminates microorganisms, prevents
the onset of age-related changes, and lessens
scars and blemishes to give you clear, flawless
skin

m  Exfoliating Regularly

Choose a gentle scrub to exfoliate at least
2-3 times every week to deeply cleanse the
stubborn dirt deposit and remove any excess
oil.

Exfoliation removes dead skin cells from
the top, making your skin brighter and lighter.

Exfoliate regularly to keep your skin glow-
ing and soft. This will prevent clogged pores
during the monsoon season and help youavoid
breakouts.

It improves skin radiance and helps get rid
of dead skin cells. It removes dead skin cells
from the top and lets brighter and fresher skin
appear. Additionally, it prevents the clogging
of pores with dirt and sweat. Thus, you can
also avoid blackheads.

Clay Mask

Whenyour skinappears flaky, dull, uneven,
orevendry oroily, clay face masks have medic-
inal and cosmetic properties beneficial for any
skintype.Use aface maskatleast twice aweek
to draw out impurities, absorb excess sebum,
and tighten your pores inaddition to following
a standard skincare regimen. Selecting the
right clay mask depends on your skin type. If
you have oily skin, opt for a bentonite clay
mask as it excels at absorbing oil. Those with
dry or sensitive skin may find kaolin clay to
be gentler and more suitable. Acne-prone
individuals can benefit from a turmeric clay
mask, which works wonders forall skin types.
Inaddition, the clay mask alsoaidsinacne and
balances sebum production. Regular use of
clay masks will leave your skin refreshed,
balanced, and less prone to breakouts.

The author is international fame
beauty expert and is called the
herbal queen of India

BLOOD DONATION AS
SAVIOUR OF LIFE

®)

® 00 ©

m SURINDERPAL SINGH

In a world where medical science

Blood donation should
become an integral
part of every healthy
person's life because
the need for blood is

constant and

universal.

continues toachieve remarkable break-
throughs, one life-saving resource still
cannot be manufactured inany labora-
tory—humanblood. Every day, millions
of people around the globe depend on
blood transfusions to survive accidents,
surgeries, childbirth complications,
cancer treatments and numerous other
medical emergencies. Blood donation,
therefore, is not merely a charitable act;
it is a vital social responsibility and an
invaluable contribution to humanity.

The importance of blood donation
cannot be overstated. According to
health experts, a single unit of donated
blood cansave up to three lives because
it can be separated into different com-
ponents such as red blood cells, plasma
and platelets. These components are
used to treat patients suffering from
diverse medical conditions. For accident
victims experiencing severe blood loss,
donated blood often makes the differ-
ence between life and death.

Similarly, patients undergoing major
surgeries, organ transplants, or cancer
therapies frequently require regular
blood transfusions to survive and recov-
er.

Blood donation should become an
integral part of every healthy person's
life because the need for blood is con-
stantand universal. Emergencies do not
announce their arrival. Any individual,
regardless of age, gender, religion,
nationality, or social status, may one
day require blood. By donating blood
regularly, people contribute to areserve
that could save the lives of family mem-
bers, friends, neighbours, or even strang-
ers. A society that embraces voluntary
blood donation creates a stronger and
more resilient healthcare system capa-

Emergencies do not
announce their arrival.
Any individual,
regardless of age,
gender, religion,
nationality, or social
status, may one day
require blood. By
donating blood
regularly, people
contribute to areserve
that could save the lives
of family members,
friends, neighlbours, or
even strangers

ble of responding effectively to emergen-
cies and disasters.

Beyond helping recipients, blood
donation can also offer certain health
benefits to donors. Medical screening
conducted before donation helps mon-
itor basic healthindicators suchas blood
pressure, pulse rate and hemoglobin
levels. Regular donation may assist in
maintaining healthy iron levels in the
body and encourage individuals to pay
greater attention to their overall health
and well-being. While the primary pur-
pose of donation is to save lives rather
than gain personal benefits, these pos-
itive health effects provide an addi-
tional incentive for eligible individuals

to participate.

Blood donation is often described as
the purest form of service because it
requires no special skills, wealth or
status. Anyone who meets the health
requirements can become a lifesaver.
Unlike monetary donations, blood can-
not be stored indefinitely and must be
replenished continuously. This makes
regularvoluntary donors anindispens-
able partof modern healthcare systems.
Their generosity ensures that hospitals
have sufficient supplies to meet daily
and emergency demands.

Therole of blood donation as asaviour
oflifeis evidentin countless stories from
hospitals worldwide. Mothers suffering
severe bleeding during childbirth, chil-
dren battling blood disorders such as
thalassemia, patients fighting cancer
and victims of natural disasters have all
been given a second chance at life
through donated blood. For these indi-
viduals and their families, a blood donor
is often an unseen hero whose simple
act of kindness becomes a miracle of
survival.

Despite itsimportance, many regions
continue to face shortages due to mis-
conceptions, fear or lack of awareness.
Educational institutions, healthcare
organizations, community groups and
governments must work together to
promote accurate information about
blood donation and encourage regular
participation. Public awareness cam-
paigns can help dispel myths and reas-
sure potential donors that the process
is safe, quick,and medically supervised.

In conclusion, blood donation repre-
sents one of humanity's greatest acts of
compassion and solidarity. It saveslives,
strengthens communities, supports
healthcare systems and demonstrates
the profound impact that ordinary indi-
viduals can have on the lives of others.
Making blood donation a regular part
of one's life is not only a civic duty but
also anoble expression of human kind-
ness. In giving blood, we give hope,
healing, and the priceless gift of life itself.

THE AUTHOR IS A FACULTY IN
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT SRI
AMRITSAR SAHIB PUNJAB.
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Field Functionaries are the
Pillars of Rural Development

Government Schemes Succeed through their Commitment: Javid Dar

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN,JULY 2: Minister for Agri-
culture Production,Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj, Cooperatives and
Election Department,Javid AhmadDar,
today underscored the pivotal role of
grassroots functionariesintranslating
government policies into tangible
developmental outcomes, stating that
the success of every flagship pro-
gramme rests on the dedication, effi-
ciency and commitment of officials
working at the field level it was stated
on State-Level Sammelan-cum-Launch
of the Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission Gramin
(VB-GRAM G) at Shopian, the event
was organised by the Department of
Rural Developmentand PanchayatiRaj,
J&K.

Theeventcoincided withthe nation-
widevirtuallaunch ofthe programme
by Union Minister for Agriculture &
Farmers' Welfare and Rural Develop-
ment, Shivraj Singh Chouhan.

Secretary, Rural Development
Department, Mohammad Aijaz Asad;
Director, Rural Development Depart-
ment Jammu, Shahnaz Akhter; Addi-
tional Secretary-cum-Incharge, J&K
VB-GRAM G, Wasim Raja; senior offi-
cersof the department Field function-
ariesand large gathering attended the
programme.

Highlighting the transformative
impactofthe Mahatma GandhiNation-
al Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), the Minister said the
programme hassignificantly strength-
ened rural livelihoods, generated sus-
tainableemployment, created durable
community assets and improved the
socio-economic profile of villages
across Jammu and Kashmir.

He said the launch of VB-GRAM G
marks a new milestone in rural trans-
formation, aimed at making employ-
ment generation more productive,

sustainableandaligned withthevision
of Viksit Bharat.

Reflecting on the developmental
journey of Jammu and Kashmir, the
Minister observed thatdespite numer-
ouschallengesoverthe pasttwoyears,
the Rural Development Department
has played a vital role in improving
ruralinfrastructureand enhancingthe
quality of life in villages.

"The remarkable progressachieved
inruralareasislargely the result of the
tireless efforts of our officers and field
staff who have worked with commit-
mentunder challenging circumstanc-
es," he said.

TheMinister noted that Block Devel-
opment Officers and field functionar-
ies remain the first point of contact for
ruralcitizens,whoapproachthemwith
issuesrelating toroads,drainage, pub-
lic infrastructure and other develop-
mental needs.

Respondingtotheiraspirationswith
sensitivity, efficiency and account-
ability is our foremost responsibility,”
he said.

Javid Darinformed that the existing
employment guarantee framework
has now been transformed into the
Viksit Bharat-Gramin Rozgar frame-
workwithgreateremphasisonsustain-
ablelivelihoods, natural resource man-
agement and durable rural asset
creation.

He said Jammuand Kashmiractive-
ly participated in the consultative pro-
cess for the new framework and sub-
mitted several suggestionstotheUnion
Government, many of which havebeen
incorporated, while others have been
formally recorded for future
consideration."The objectiveistomake
the programme more practical, flexible
and responsive to local needs while
fully supporting the vision of a devel-
oped India," he added.

Reassuringofficersand beneficiaries,
the Minister categorically stated that

there would be no disruption in the
execution of ongoing developmental
works.

The Minister further informed that
the issue of pending liabilities under
previous years hasalready been taken
up with the Union Government and
senior officials have assured appropri-
ate resolution of the matter.

Highlighting an important feature
of the new framework, he said Union
Territory have been given flexibility to
determine atwo-monthimplementa-
tion window based on local climatic
andagricultural conditions."InJammu
and Kashmir, employment planning
will be synchronised with agricul-
tural seasons sothatfarmingactivities
are not affected while employment
opportunitiesareoptimally generated,”
he said.

The Minister observed that the new
framework provides immense oppor-
tunities for strengthening water con-
servation, natural resource manage-
ment, land development and creation
of durable public assets, thereby com-
plementing theexistingrural develop-
ment initiatives.

He also appreciated the progress
madeby thedepartmentinareassuch
as e-KYC, administrative reforms and
scheme implementation, while
expressing confidence thattheremain-
ing challenges would be addressed
through coordinated efforts and col-
lective commitment. Earlier,Secretary,
Rural Development Department,
Mohammad AijazAsad,described the
launch of VB-GRAM Gasthe beginning
of a new phase in rural development
and employment generation. He said
MGNREGA has emerged as one of the
most impactful rural development
programmes by generating sustainable
employment, conserving natural
resources, strengthening rural infra-
structure, promotingself-relianceand
empowering local communities.

JKSHC

JAMMU & KASHMIR STATE HAJ COMMITTEE

Government of India
Ministry of Minority Affairs
Haj Committee of India

Public Notice

I, Khursheed Ahmad Bhat, son of Ghulam Mohammad Bhat
resident of Vizer, Tehsil Wagoora, District Baramulla, Jammu and
Kashmir Union Territory, do hereby solemnly declare on oath that
I am the father and legal guardian of my minor son. It has come
to my notice that his name has been incorrectly recorded as Ibyan
Khursheed Bhat in his Aadhaar card instead of Abyan Khursheed
Bhat. Now I want to apply for the correction.

Any individual who has objections to this correction may
contact the concerned authorities within seven days. After this
period, no objections will be considered.

Khursheed Ahmad Bhat
Father of Abyan Khursheed Bhat

Laptop Care House

Wholesale Dealer Of New And Pre Used Laptops
DEALS IN ALL KINDS OF LAPTOPS AND ACCESSORIES

ﬂp]xels Pvt.Ltd

EXCELLENCE WITH PERFECTION

Branding e Designing e Printing ¢ Web e Event e Advertising

STOP SHOI
FORALLYOUR §
BRANDINGNEED )

TRANSFORM YOUR
GROWING BUSINESS [N TO A
LEADING BRAND
| | |
Large Format Printing Signage ‘ Supply of Office Printing

Digital & Offset Printing
Promotion Display Materials
Printing

Graphic Design o Stationery.
Embroidery
Screen Printing ‘

Photocoying
Scanning
Binding | Lamination

Vinyl cuttng
Branding ‘

—o0

CALL OR WHATSAPP

7006618090 | 9858086898

Room No 12, Huda Ash Central Market, Abi Guzar Lalchowk, Srinagar
email: srpixels2021@gmail.com

Contractors for the below mentioned works:

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
Office of the Executive Engineer Mechanical
& Hospitals Division Baramulla

e-mail, id, xenmhd.bla@jk.gov.in
Tender Notice Inviting e-Tender
NIT No: M&HDB/TS/2026-27/17/803-07 |

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla,
invites online e-bids in Two Cover system on percentage wise basis from Authorized Service Providers of OEMs /Registered / Listed

Date: 02-07-2026

Sub-Division 1st Baramulla

S. | Name of Work Est. Cost(Rs. | T.D Cost (In | E/M Time
No in Lacs) Rupees)
01. | Job / Repair Works required for Mahindra Bolero bearing Registration | 0.865 200.00 1730/- | 07 days

No. JK05C-7964 (Inspection Vehicle) pertaining to Mechanical and Hospital

Note:
30-04-2026.

M&HDB/TS/05 of 06/2026; Dated: - 10-06-2026.

AAA: Administrative Approval accorded by Chief Engineer M&HD Kashmir vide No. M&HED / K / Acctt / 29 of 2026-27 Dated:
Technical Sanction: - Technical Sanction Accorded by Executive Engineer Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla vide No.

Executing Agency: - Executive Engineer, Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla.

Date of issue of Tender Notice

02-07-2026

Period of downloading of the bidding document

From 02-07-2026 to 10-07-2026

Bid Submission Start Date

From 02-07-2026 (10:00 HRS)

Bid Submission End Date

10-07-2026 (18:55 HRS)

AN I o S

Date of Opening of Cover 1st

11-07-2026 (13:00 HRS)

HAJ 2027 4481

IMPORTANT GUIDELINES

PASSPORT VALIDITY

* Passport must be valid
till 31 December 2027,
* Passport must be valid
on the date of application.

31

DECEMBER

2027

COVER / GROUP

e A group can have maximum
GROUP

[ ]
R o

5 members.
* Minimum age - 18 years
on the date of application.

COVER HEAD

» Cover Head must be a

® cover

. HEAD

male member.

* Minimum age - 18 years
on the date of application.

MOBILE NUMBER & WHATSAPP e

* Cover Head must use his own
mobile number.
* WhatsApp must be active °

on the same number.
a

FORM SUBMISSION

 Fill the form yourself.

# Do not let anyone else fill the form
using your mobile number,

* Do not share your OTP with anyone.

0@ NOMNE Ciowce
* Nominee: Son / Daughter /
- Parents / Spouse o — Clear,
(Legal hair preferred) - —0 White
* Add only one nominee Backpround
who will perform Hajj
in your place.
BANK DETAILS (ACCOUNTHOLDER ~ §y (o o
MUST BE COVER HEAD) h A S
M » Account must be in the name Pay
- —
B of the Cover Head. Rupees ﬁ.ﬁ.\—"‘“
» Provide correct & active oW
bank account details.
_u’ﬁ___;; * Account must be active. e No, 12345676901234

JOIN OUR

OFFICIAL
WHATSAPP GROUP

4 JOIN VIA WHATSAPP LINK &

https://chat.whatsapp.com/
Lxp9Sdes7rOAdORmRdcAfm?sz=qt&p=a&mlu=1

NNOUNCEMENT FOR HAJ - 2027 (1448 H)

1. The Haj Committee of India invites applications from eligible
intending pilgrims for Haj - 2027 through the online Haj
Application Form available at https://www.hajcommittee.gowv.in
or HAJ SUVIDHA mobile app.

2. The application window shall remain open from 22.06.2026 to
20.07.2026 (up to 11:59 PM). After Qurbah (Digital Random
Selection) process to be conducted in the last week of July,
each provisionally selected pilgrim shall be required to deposit
an advance amount of ¥1,52,300/- on or before 10.08.2026.

No relaxation or extension in these timelines shall be feasible.

3. Applicants must carefully read the Guidelines and Undertakings
to ensure their eligibility and upload scanned copies (not
photographs) of the following:

a. Front and back pages of machine-readable Indian Passport
(1200 = BOO px, JPG/JPEG, 100-500 KB), issued on or
before the application closing date and valid up to at least
31.12.2027;

b. Passport-size photo with white background (480 x 640 px,
JPG/JPEG, 5-20 KB);

c. Bank passbook or cancelled cheque (590 * 750 px,
JPG/JPEG, 80-250 KB); and

d. Address proof (590 = 750 px, JPG/JPEG, 80-250 KB).

4. Cancellation of a Haj seat is strongly discouraged, as it causes
operational difficulties. Accordingly, cancellation shall attract
substantial penalties in accordance with the Guidelines for
Haj 2027. Intending pilgrims are advised to apply only after
careful consideration of their preparedeness and firm commitment
to undertake the pilgrimage.

SCAN QR CODE

A s @ TO JOIN
= [ [ ] =

Timely Guidance & Important  Deadlines &

Updates  Support  Information  Reminders

o+ For Haj 2027 Updates <3

Bait-ul-Hujaj (Haj House), Bemina,
Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir, India - 190017

® 00 ©

® +91194 249 5365
) https://www.jkshc.org/
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The bidders are required to submit their offers in two (02) covers.

Cover-I shall contain: Scanned copies of following documents:
01. | Tender Fee

Tender Fee equivalent to Rs. 200.00 (Rupees Two hundred Only) has to be deposited in the
Departmental Common Pool Account maintained in Jammu & Kashmir Bank, Branch Residency
Road Srinagar, under Account No: 0005010200000355 (IFSC Code: JAKAOCHINAR).

Proof of the said Electronic / Digital Transfer has to be uploaded in Cover-I documents.

02. | EMD Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) equivalent to 02% of value of the advertised cost has to be
deposited in the Departmental Common Pool Account maintained in Jammu & Kashmir Bank,
Branch Residency Road Srinagar, under Account No: 0005010200000355 (IFSC Code: JAKAOCHINAR).

Proof of the said Electronic / Digital Transfer has to be uploaded in Cover-I documents.

03. | Terms & Conditions
04. | Tax Clearance
05. | GST

Scanned copy of the Annexure- "A” & “B” duly accepted by the bidder.

Registration Certificate of Sales Tax Department quoting GST Number.

Scanned copies of PAN Card / GST Registration / Latest GST clearance certificate or acknowledgement
of latest returns.

06. | Undertaking Undertaking as per format at Annexure “C" that the bidder has not been blacklisted or debarred

by any Govt./Semi Govt. Department.
Scanned copy of valid Contractor Registration on JKPWDOMS of PWD J&K.
The Bidder Shall submit documentary proof of having successfully executed similar nature of

07. | Contractor Registration
08. | Eligibility / Work Experience

Certificate work amounting to 80% of the estimated cost in single contract or 50% of the estimated cost
in two contracts each or 40% of the estimated cost in three contracts each in last 07 years in
any Govt. / Semi Govt./Autonomous institutions alongwith satisfactory performance certificate
issued by a competent authority not below the rank of Executive Engineer.

Note:

The successful bidder has to furnish EMD document physically to the Divisional office alongwith fee receipt within three days
from the date of opening price bid, without which his bid shall not be accepted for further processing of contract in his favour.

No EMD exemption shall be given to bidders.

Bidders / Firms shall refrain from uploading irrelevant documents.

Contractor/ Firm shall upload the contact / communication details separately on single page.

A. Cover-1II shall contain:

01. Price bid, as per BOQ uploaded by this department. In no case, financial bid will be accepted in physical form.

02. The bids for the work shall remain valid for 180 days and the contract shall be valid for one complete year, starting from
the date of allotment of the said contract.

03. The complete bidding process will be online.

04. The Financial bid of only qualifying bidders shall be opened online in the Office of the Executive Engineer M&HD Baramulla
after evaluation of technical bid and decision thereof.

05. Bidder shall be penalized as per tender conditions if they withdraw their bid during the period of bid validity or make any
modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid.

06. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create
similar BOQ manually. The BOQ downloaded should be used for filling the rate below %age inclusive of all taxes and it should be
saved with the same name as it contains.

07. The cost of tender documents is non-refundable and the tender shall in no case be accepted if submitted by any firm other
than the purchaser.

08. Any tender found to have been submitted by the firm by furnishing false information to the department shall be cancelled
and the firm shall be penalized as and when it comes to the notice of the Department even during the currency of the contract. The
department reserves the right to debar / blacklist such firm(s).

09. Conditional tenders shall not be entertained.

10. Unbalanced Bid: In case bid of the lowest bidder is found unbalanced, the successful bidder shall have to produce additional
performance security in shape of CDR/FDR/ Bank Guarantee within 07 days after opening of price bid as per the Circular directives
of the J&K U.T Finance Department issued vide No. FD-Code/441/2021-22-158; Dated: - 08.08.2025 and relevant clauses of J&K
(PWD) Engineering Manual 2020.

11. The tenders should be addressed to the Executive Engineer M&HD Baramulla.

No: M&HDB/TS/e-tender-17/803-07 | Dated: 02-07-2026

Sd/- Executive Engineer Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla

DIPK: 2769/26 | Dated: 02-07-2026
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J&K pilgrims immerse in Gujarat's spiritual and cultural
heritage during Somnath Swabhlman Yatra-2026

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SOMNATH (GUJARAT),JULY
02: Continuing their journey
under the Somnath Swabhiman
Yatra-2026, pilgrims from Jam-
mu & Kashmir on Thursday ex-
plored several religious, his-
torical and cultural landmarks
in Gujarat.

The pilgrims visited Baan
Ganga and Balika Tirth, offering
prayers for peace, communal
harmony and prosperity.

The yatris later visited the
historic Ahilyabai Temple, pay-
inghomage toMaharaniAhilyabai
Holkar, the ruler of Malwa re-
nowned for restoring several
revered temples.

Atthe Somnath Museumand
Photo Gallery, the pilgrims viewed
a collection of rare sculptures,
archaeological artefacts, ancient

inscriptions and historical ex-
hibits chronicling the legacy of =~ Somnath Chowpattytoview the
Arabian Sea. They explored the
local haat, interacting with tra-

the Somnath Temple and its
repeated reconstruction.

The pilgrims also visited

ditional artisans and appreciat-
ing Gujarat's vibrant handicrafts
and folk traditions.

Earlier, Additional Secretary
Jammu & Kashmir Academy of
Art, Culture and Languages
(JKAACL)LalChand,accompanied
by OSD (State Yatra Coordinator)
Dr Ajeet Singh Rana, called on
Sub-Divisional Magistrate Ve-
raval Jaimin Kakadiya.

The Additional Secretary
expressed gratitude to the Gov-
ernment of Gujarat, Gir Somnath
districtadministration, Veraval
sub-divisional administration
and the Shree Somnath Trust
forarrangementsregarding the
safety, security and accommo-
dation of the pilgrims. He ap-
preciated the Shree Somnath
Trust for facilitating darshan
atthe Shree Somnath Mahadev
Temple. He also commended

Nodal Officer (Dream Path Cre-
ation) Dhruv, Kishorebhai Padi-
yar and the coordination team
for their supportin conducting
the yatra.

As a gesture of goodwill,
SDM Jaimin Kakadiya present-
ed a portrait of Lord Shree
Somnath Mahadev to the Ad-
ditional Secretary. The exchange
symbolised the cultural bond
between Gujarat and Jammu
& Kashmir.

Interacting with the media,
the pilgrims expressed gratitude
to the Governments of India,
Gujarat and Jammu & Kashmir,
the Shree Somnath Trustand all
authorities concerned for their
hospitality and planning. They
described the yatraasaninspir-
ing experience that fostered
emotional integration and cul-
tural harmony.

TB screening, chest X-ray and
awareness camp organised at

B HT NEWS NETWORK

ing about

82 crore for repair and

Relief & Rehabilitation Commissioner (M) reviews development works
in migrant camps, budgetary provisions for 2026-27

ect demand for maintenance of

DC Udhampur inaugurates FMD
vaccination campaign under NADCP
in Udhampur
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UDHAMPUR, JULY 02: Deputy Commissioner
Udhampur Minga Sherpa today inaugurated the
district-wide Foot and Mouth Disease Vaccination
Campaign under the National Animal Disease
Control Programme (NADCP) at the District Vet-
erinary Hospital, Udhampur.

Addressing the gathering, the Deputy Com-
missioner appreciated the Animal Husbandry
Department's effortsinimplementing NADCP and
highlighted the importance of timely vaccination
in preventing Foot and Mouth Disease, one of the
most contagious diseases affecting livestock, not-
ing that effective disease prevention is essential
forimproving livestock productivity and farmers'
economic well-being. He appealed to livestock
owners across the district to cooperate with the
department and ensure every animal is vacci-
nated during the campaign.
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GANDOH, JULY 02: Under the National Tuber-
culosis Elimination Programme (NTEP),aTB Screen-
ing, Chest X-Ray and Awareness Camp was held
at NTPHC Jakyas in Medical Block Gandoh today.

The camp aimed to strengthen early detection
of tuberculosis and enhance public awareness on
TB prevention, symptoms, diagnosis and treatment.
Health experts educated the public on early diag-
nosis, treatment adherence and the government's
commitment to a TB-free India. On-the-spot chest
X-rays were conducted for suspected TB cases to
facilitate timely diagnosis and management.

Speaking on the occasion, BMO Gandoh Dr
Farooq Saleem stressed the importance of com-
munity participationin eliminating tuberculosis.
He urged people experiencing persistent cough,
fever, weight loss or night sweats to seekimmedi-
ate medical consultation and appealed to the pub-
lic to make full use of the free diagnostic and treat-
ment services available under NTEP.

Among those present were Dr Farhat Abbas
(Medical Officer), Akhter Rasool (X-Ray Techni-
cian), Mubasher Hussain (Senior Treatment Super-
visor), Naseer Hussain (Data Entry Operator),
Rohit Singh (MLHP), Mehwish Nisha (MLHP), Vinay
Happy (Junior Laboratory Technician), Zubeeda
Begum (FMPHW) and Uzma Kousar (FMPHW),
who participated in the screening and awareness
activities.

JAMMU, JULY 02: A meeting was
held under the chairmanship of Re-
lief and Rehabilitation Commis-
sioner (Migrants) Dr Arvind Karwani
toreview ongoing development works
in the migrant camps at Jammu,
including migrant schools, dispen-
saries and community halls, and to
take stock of budgetary provisions
made by various government depart-
ments for the financial year 2026-27.

The Commissioner reviewed the
status of basic amenities including
drinking water, power supply and
sanitationinthe camps. Works worth
over 100crore have beenapproved
by the Government recently, includ-

renovation of assets in the camps,
with tender work in progress. Five
bore wells are to be commissioned
by the end of the month, along with
renovation of more than two dozen
hand pumps, while the multi-purpose
community hall at Jagti, estimated
at 6.5crore,istobe completed by
the end of the month.

On the water shortage at Jagti,
Dr Karwani directed immediate
deployment of water tankers fitted
with specialised motors, and for the
long term, directed preparation of
aDPRon priority and regular water
quality testing through two inde-
pendentagencies. Officers concerned
were directed to examine and proj-

schemes.The Deputy Commission-
erReliefand Assistant Commission-
ers Relief were asked to ensure
regularvisits to their assigned camps
as perroster, monitor development
works and attend to grievances. Dr
Karwanialso asked officers toensure
adherence torecent General Admin-
istration Department directions
assigning responsibilities for Tran-
sit Migrant Camps in Jammu and
Kashmir to various government
departments.Among those present
were Executive Engineers/Assistant
Executive Engineers of the Jal Shak-
tiDepartment, Public Works Depart-
ment (R&B), UEED and Jammu
Power Development Corporation.

Chief Animal Husbandry Officer Udhampur Dr
ShwetambriKhajuriainformed that the campaign
will be conducted across all blocks of the district
as per the prescribed NADCP schedule, and urged
farmers to extend cooperation to field staff and
avail the free vaccination services. Following the
inauguration, the Deputy Commissioner flagged
off specialised veterinary vaccination teams de-
ployed to cover all 17 blocks of the district.

The programme was attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner Prem Singh, IAS Proba-
tioner Dr Shagun Singh, Chief Animal Husbandry
Officer Udhampur Dr Shwetambri Khajuria and
officersjofficials of the Animal Husbandry Depart-
ment and livestock farmers.

DC Kathua kickstarts Van Mahotsava plantation drive at Kathua Waterfront
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KATHUA, JULY 02: Deputy
Commissioner Kathua Rajesh
Sharma today kickstarted the
Van Mahotsava plantationdrive
organised by the Social For-
estry Department Kathua under
the theme "Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam"
at the Kathua Waterfront along
the Kathua Canal.

The plantation drive aims to
promote environmental conser-
vation, expandthe district'sgreen
cover and encourage public par-
ticipationin afforestationinitia-
tives.

Speakingonthe occasion, the
DC said tree plantation helps
maintainecological balance and
mitigate the adverse impacts of
climate change, adding thattrees
play a vital role in oxygen pro-
duction, improving air quality
and creating a healthier environ-
ment for present and future

The Deputy Commissioner
said all available vacantand un-
covered areas should be identi-
fied and covered with plantations
to increase the district's green
cover. Calling the Kathua Wa-
terfront one of the city's prom-
inent recreational spaces, he
appealed to the Divisional Forest
Officer, Social Forestry Kathua,
to undertake plantation along
the entire stretch of the water-
front given the large number of
morning and evening walkers,
cyclists and visitors who frequent
the area. He said the initiative
would also enhance the aes-
thetic appeal of the waterfront
and provide a pleasantambience
for the public.

Speaking on the occasion,
Divisional Forest Officer Social
Forestry Kathua, Hitashi Sharma
said the department plans to
plant more than 350 saplings
along the Kathua Waterfront to
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She appealed to the people
to participate in the "Ek Ped Maa
Ke Naam" and "Ek Ped Shaheed
Ke Naam" campaigns by plant-
ing and nurturing trees and
invited educational institutions,
allied departments, non-gov-
ernmental organisations and
other stakeholders to collaborate
with the Social Forestry Depart-
ment in organising plantation
drives and ensuring post-plan-
tation care. Interested organisa-
tions can coordinate with the
department to obtain saplings
or organise plantation pro-
grammes at suitable locations.

Among others, Additional
Deputy Commissioner Kathua
Mahima Madan, Assistant Com-
missioner Revenue Vishav Par-
tap Singh and Divisional Forest
Officer Social Forestry Kathua
Hitashi Sharma, along with of-
ficers and officials of the depart-
mentalso planted saplings dur-

generations.

further beautify the area and

strengthen the city's greenland-

scape.

ing the programme.

DDC Doda reviews PM Surya Ghar implementation
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DODA, JULY 02: District Develop-
ment Commissioner (DDC) Doda
Krishan Lal today reviewed imple-
mentation and progress of the PM
Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana at the
VCroom, DC Office Doda.

The DDC reviewed the status of
consumer registrations on the PM
Surya Ghar portal, rooftop solar in-
stallations, inspection of installed
systems, subsidy disbursement,loan
applications sanctioned and disbursed
and the number of empanelled ven-
dors registered on the portal. He
assessed feeder-wise progress of
the scheme and directed the officers
concerned to ensure regular moni-
toring for timely achievement of
targets.

Reviewing the pace of execu-
tion, the DDC sought per-day in-
stallation data of smart meters and
assessed the status of smart meter
installation across the district,
including government office build-
ings. He alsoreviewed progress of
works under the Revamped Dis-
tribution Sector Scheme (RDSS)
anddirected the agencies concerned
to expedite pole installation and
other infrastructure works to
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strengthen the power distribution
network.

The DDC directed that strict
actionbeinitiated against vendors
responsible for delays in executing
sanctioned works and said all em-
panelled vendors must adhere to
prescribed timelines and maintain
quality standards.

He directed the officers con-
cerned to expedite execution of
ongoing works and ensure close
monitoring of projects at every
stage and instructed implementing
agencies and other stakeholders
to augment manpower in all divi-
sions wherever required to achieve
targets within the stipulated time-
frame.

The DDCurged field functionar-
ies to encourage eligible households

to register on the PM Surya Ghar
portal and avail the benefits of the
scheme and said effective coordina-
tionamong stakeholdersis essential
for successful implementation of
the programme.

The officers informed the chair
about progress achieved so far, in-
cluding consumer outreach, vendor
coordination, timely processing of
applications, regular inspection of
rooftop solarinstallations, continu-
ous monitoring and resolution of
operational bottlenecks.

Among those present were ACR
Doda Ashraf Parvaiz, AD Planning
Doda Kishore Kumar and the ex-
ecutive engineers concerned, along
with stakeholders from RDSS, Gen-
esis, JK Bank and other officials
concerned.

2.05 lakh livestock to be vaccinated in Kathua for Foot

and Mouth Dlsease
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KATHUA, JULY 02: Deputy Com-
missioner Kathua Rajesh Sharma
today flagged offthe Foot and Mouth
Disease (FMD) Vaccination Van un-
der the National Animal Disease
Control Programme (NADCP), a
Centrally Sponsored Scheme, from
the DC Office Complex here.

The district-wide vaccination
campaign, being conducted under
the eighth phase of the nationwide
programme, will run from July 2 to
August 15 to protect livestock from
Foot and Mouth Disease and con-
tribute to the national goal of mak-
ing India FMD-free by 2030.

Speaking on the occasion, the
DC said Foot and Mouth Disease is
a highly contagious viral disease
that commonly affects livestock
during the rainy season, causing
substantial economiclosses to dairy
farmers through reduced milk pro-
duction, poor growth and decline
in animal productivity. He said the
vaccination drive is a significant
preventive measure to contain the
spread of the disease and safeguard
livestock health and informed that

nearly 2.05 lakh eligible animals
across Kathua district will be vac-
cinated free of cost during the cam-
paign.

The Deputy Commissioner ap-
pealed tolivestock owners to extend
full cooperation to the Animal Hus-
bandry Department by presenting
alleligible animals above six months
of age for vaccination, saying active
participation of farmersis essential
toachieve the target ofan FMD-free
India by 2030.

Chief Animal Husbandry Officer
(CAHO)Dr Yugal Kishore Gupta said
the FMD vaccine is administered
twice a year at an interval of six

months under NADCP to provide
sustained immunity against the
disease.He urged livestock farmers
toensure timely vaccination of their
animals and report suspected cases
immediately tothe nearestveterinary
institution, adding that the campaign
isbeing conducted free of cost across
the district through dedicated field
teams and mobile vaccination units.

Among others, Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner Kathua Mahima
Madan and Assistant Commission-
erRevenue Vishav Partap Singh along
with officers and officials of the
Animal Husbandry Department were
present on the occasion.

00 ¢

CMK



CM K
2 AHEADLINES

Srinagar, Friday

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

03-July-2026

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

HT -

@ @headlinestodaydaily

NEWS

“ @headlinestoday

B @headlinestodaynews

11

CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

May This.....

administration, the Shri Amarnath Shrine Board,
police,the Army, security forces, local communities
and other stakeholders had made comprehensive
arrangements to ensure the smooth and secure
conductofthe pilgrimage for devoteesarriving from
across the country and overseas.

The flag-off ceremony was attended by spiritual
leaders, heads of religious organisations, public
representatives, senior civil and police officers,
security officials, shrine board representatives and
a large gathering of devotees, reflecting the sig-
nificance of one of the country's most important
annual pilgrimages.

Maintain....

smoothand uninterrupted movementof pilgrims
during the annual Amarnath pilgrimage, saying
security measures must be robust without causing
inconvenience to devotees.

During a comprehensive review of security and
facilitationarrangementsat the Nunwanbase camp
in Pahalgam, the DGP inspected the multi-layered
security system, including frisking procedures,
access control mechanisms, deployment of police
and security personnel, crowd management strat-
egies, and facilities established for pilgrims.

Interacting with officers and personnel deployed
on pilgrimage duty, Prabhat emphasised the need
forconstantalertness, professionalism,and courte-
ous public conduct. He instructed security teams
to carry out thorough checks while ensuring that
pilgrims experience a safe, orderly, and hassle-free
journey.

Highlighting the importance of coordinated
planning, the Police Chief said close cooperation
among the police, security forces, civil administra-
tion, and all other agencies involved in the pilgrim-
age is essential to ensuring a safe, peaceful, and
incident-free event.

Healsocommended the dedicationand commit-
mentofpolice personneland other security agencies
deployed along the pilgrimage route, urging them
to remain vigilant, responsive, and compassionate
inthedischarge of their duties so thatevery pilgrim
feels secure and well assisted throughout the jour-
ney.

The visit forms part of the Jammu and Kashmir
Police's ongoing security preparedness for the 2026
Amarnath pilgrimage, with authorities continuing
to review arrangements across transit routes and
base camps to ensure the smooth conduct of one of
the country’s largest annual religious pilgrimages.

LG pays.....

extended his heartfelt best wishes to the Sadhus
and Sadhvis who are embarking on the holy annu-
al pilgrimage of Shri Amarnath Ji.

Mahamandleshwar Mahant Shri Rameshwar
Dass; Shri Yudhvir Sethiand ShriKuldeep RajDubey,
Members of Legislative Assembly; religious leaders
and senior officials accompanied the Lieutenant
Governor.

India, Japan.....

for cooperation in artificial intelligence.

The summit reflected the growing importance
of the India-Japan partnership at a time of shifting
global economic and strategic dynamics. External
AffairsMinistry spokespersonRandhir Jaiswal said
the talks were aimed attaking forward apartnership
anchored in trust, shared values and strategic con-
vergence.

Thetwo countriesalsodeliberated onexpanding
cooperationincriticalmineralsand pharmaceuticals,
sectors that have assumed increasing significance
instrengthening economicresilience and reducing
supply chain vulnerabilities.

Prime Minister Takaichi is on a three-day visit to
India. Her visit comes as New Delhi and Tokyo
continue to build on a relationship that was elevat-
ed to a Special Strategic and Global Partnership in
2014.

With India and Japan set to celebrate the 75th
anniversary of diplomatic relations in 2027, bilat-
eralengagement hasexpanded steadilyacrosstrade
and investment, defence and security, science and
technology, cultureand people-to-people exchang-
es.The partnershipis now supported by more than
70 institutional dialogue mechanisms, making it
one of the most comprehensive strategic relation-
ships in the Indo-Pacific region.

Prime Minister Modi last visited Japan for the
15thIndia-Japan Annual Summitin Tokyoin August
last year. The annual summit continues to serve as
the principal platform for advancing the strategic
agenda of the two countries and strengthening
cooperation in areas of mutual interest.

LG Attends.....

gainconfidence. Whenschoolsare strengthened,
society becomes moreresilientand wheneducation
moves in the right direction, Jammu Kashmir and
the nationadvance towardabrighter, saferand more
prosperous future.

We must remember that the ultimate purpose
of education is transformation. When learning
connects with lived experiences, it sparks genera-
tional change. The greatest power of educationdoes
not lie in exam results but in its ability to change
lives. A dedicated teacher shapes destiny. I want
schools in Jammu Kashmir to focus on this aspect
and become laboratories of life-building,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

The one-day capacity-building programme is
also linked to the broader “Drug-Free Jammu &
Kashmir” campaign. Its aim is to improve teaching
methods and protect students from the challenges
today’s youth face. The Lieutenant Governor said
thatrising trendsindrugabuse, mental stress, social
pressure, digital-world risks and changinglifestyles
have made the school’s role more important than
ever. He said teachers are being provided with
moderntoolsandtrainingsotheyhelpbuild students’
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personalities and empower them to face life’s chal-
lenges.

“Every student is born with unique talents. Our
duty is to recognise each child’s talent and provide
resourcesand toolstogrow.laskevery teacher,with
a strong sense of responsibility, to remember that
educationis not merely competitionbutanongoing
journey of self-development. In this journey you
must respect and encourage each student’s indi-
viduality.

Education today cannotbe restricted to measur-
able academic achievement alone. The challenges
of modern life are far more complex than before.
Pressure from competition, societal expectations,
stress, peer influence and the growing danger of
substance abuse, are realities our children face
daily. In such circumstances life-skills education
becomes essential, and schools should focus on
self-awareness,emotional balance, problem-solving,
creativity and critical thinking. We must teach
children practical lessons for living so they learn
with greater confidence and contribute to building
ahealthy society,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

He said under the guidance of Hon'ble Prime
Minister ShriNarendraModi, the National Education
Policy's aim is to develop citizens who are creative,
responsible, innovative, compassionate and self-
reliant. He also commended the initiative of the
Directorate,School EducationJammutostartonline
classes for grades 11 and 12 across ten districts. He
said this is an important step toward educational
equality and through this initiative even students
in remote villages can access quality learning.

“Success of these efforts will be measured by the
confidence of our students and their contribution
to a self-reliant Jammu Kashmir. Many countries
have shown that in times of crisis the younger
generation becomes our greatest hope. Beyond the
standard curriculum, learning must include how
to overcome hardships, help rebuild communities
andsupportoneanother. Life-skills-based education
canreducesocialdividesand strengthen the values
of diversity.

The purpose of education is the upliftment of all
humanity. Today Jammu Kashmir is making its
important contribution to this global endeavour.
Every positive step taken here can reshape the lives
of millionsof childrenintheyearsahead. Thisinitia-
tivealsoreflects the spirit oflong-term collaboration
among government, teachers, parents,industryand
society. All the stakeholders must come together to
build a Jammu Kashmir where every student feels
safe, respected and inspired, where every teacher,
through knowledge, compassion and dedication,
shapes the next generation and where education
becomes the primary means of transformation,
confidence,socialharmonyand hope,” the Lieuten-
ant Governor said.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor felici-
tated the meritorious students and winners of
Tobacco-Free Educational Institution(TOFEI)initia-
tive. Several books on life-skills were also released.

Shri Rakesh Bharti Mittal, Co-Chairman Bharti
Airtel Foundation; Shri Ram Niwas Sharma, Com-
missioner Secretary, School Education Department;
Shri Ramesh Kumar, Divisional Commissioner
Jammu; Ms Nuriya Ansari, CEO, Bharti Airtel Foun-
dation; Dr. Naseem Javaid Chowdhary, Director
School Education Jammu, senior officials, heads of
educationalinstitutions, prominent citizens, teach-
ers and students were present.

Cabinet Reshuffle.....

Deputy ChiefMinister Surinder Kumar Choudhary
iswidely expected tolose theinfluential Roads and
Buildings portfolio following criticism over his
handling of the department. However, political
observersbelieve heis unlikely tobe removed from
either the cabinet or the post of Deputy Chief Min-
ister,given hisimportanceasthe party's senior-most
Hindu legislator from the Jammu region.

Sources indicate that a wider redistribution of
portfolios is also under consideration, with chang-
es likely to affect almost every minister, including
the Chief Minister.

Amongthoseexpected toreceive moresignificant
responsibilities are ministers Sakina Masood Ittoo
and Javid Ahmad Dar, both of whom are regarded
within the ruling party as effective administrators
with strong working relationships with legislators.

Theexpansionisalsoexpected toimproveregion-
al representation. While one minister from the
Jammu region could be replaced by another leader
from the same area, the focus is likely to remain on
inducting two or three new ministers from the
Kashmir Valley, particularly from Centraland South
Kashmir. North Kashmir is also being considered,
although its prospects appear comparatively less
certain despite several legislators reportedly seek-
ing cabinet positions.

Another important decision before the Chief
Minister is whether to reserve one of the three
available berths for the Congress, the National
Conference's alliance partner, or allocate all vacant
positions to members of his own party.

Withthe ChiefMinister confirmingthat the long-
awaited exerciseisimminent, the cabinetreshuffle
isexpected toreshape the government'sadministra-
tive structure while balancingregional representa-
tion, political priorities and governance ahead of
the next phase of its tenure.

No Injustice.....

works to ensure that benefits reach the public
withoutdelay. Stressing the importance of projects
sanctioned under the Special Assistance to States
for Capital Investment (SASCI), he instructed the
Deputy Commissioner to closely monitor their
execution and ensure adherence to prescribed
timelines.

The Chief Minister described Shopian as a stra-
tegicallyimportantdistrict whose identity is close-
ly linked to its globally recognised apple industry,
sceniclandscapesand the historicMughal Road. He

said the government would continue to strengthen
these assets through focused investments and
sustained development.

Duringthevisit,OmarAbdullahinaugurated and
laid the foundation for 13 development projects
worthRs.76.45 crore coveringroads, bridges, drink-
ing water supply, urban development, rural infra-
structure and horticulture.

Amongthe completed projects were the upgrad-
ed Shirmal-Wathoo-Matipora Road, several drink-
ing water supply schemes, the Trenz-Sheikhpora
Bridge, residential accommodationforlocalelected
representativesand the upgraded Safanagri-Lamine
Darbagh Wachi Road.

He also laid the foundation for the Doompora
multi-cell causeway, urban beautification worksin
Shopiantown,amechanical composting unitatthe
MegaFruitand Vegetable Marketat Aglar,acompost
productionunitatAllowporaandanauction platform
to strengthen post-harvest marketing facilities for
fruit growers.

Interacting with representatives of the Fruit
Market Association, farmersand horticulturists, the
Chief Minister reaffirmed that agriculture and
horticulture remain the backbone of Jammu and
Kashmir'seconomyand assured continued govern-
ment support for the sector.

Respondingtoissuesraised by growers, he prom-
ised priority actionondemandsrelated tocontrolled
atmosphere storage facilities, marketinginfrastruc-
ture and shop allotments. He also assured that the
governmentwould take concrete measurestocurb
the sale of counterfeit pesticides and work towards
introducing weather-based crop insurance, hail
protection systems and other risk mitigation mea-
sures to safeguard farmers' livelihoods.

Later, the Chief Minister met public delegations
from different parts of the district, listened to their
grievances and assured them that all genuine con-
cerns would be examined and addressed on prior-
ity. He also visited exhibition stalls showcasing
locally produced agricultural, horticultural and
value-added products, appreciating the efforts of
local entrepreneurs and government departments
inpromotingrurallivelihoodsand economicgrowth.

AlToBe.....

by the commitment to empower public institu-
tionswith technologies thatimprove transparency;,
accountability, efficiency and service delivery. He
said governance of the future must combine the
speed and analytical capabilities of Artificial Intel-
ligence with human judgement, constitutional
values and democraticaccountability,ensuring that
technology strengthens governance withoutdimin-
ishing therole of publicinstitutions or civil servants.

The Awards Session marked the culmination of
the 29th National Conference on e-Governance,
jointly organised by the Department of Administra-
tive Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG), the
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technol-
ogy (MeitY) and the Government of Rajasthan.
Organised around the theme "Viksit Bharat 2047:
Al-enabled, Data-driven and Secure Digital Gover-
nance," the conference brought together policymak-
ers, senior administrators, technology experts,
innovators, industry leaders, researchers and rep-
resentatives of local governments from across the
country to deliberate on the next phase of India's
digital governance journey. Rajasthan Chief Secre-
tary Shri V. Srinivas, Secretary, DARPG, Smt. Nived-
ita Shukla Verma, Rajasthan Cabinet Minister Col.
RajyavardhanSinghRathore, Member of Parliament
Smt. Manju Sharma, senior officers of the Central
and State Governmentsand distinguished delegates
participated in the Awards Session.

Congratulating the Government of Rajasthan for
hosting the national conference, Dr. Jitendra Singh
said the enthusiastic participation fromevery State
andUnionTerritoryreflected the growing confidence
ofgovernmentsintechnology-enabled publicadmin-
istration. He appreciated the wholehearted coop-
erationextended by the State Governmentand said
the conference exemplified the "Whole-of-Govern-
ment" approach, wherethe Centre, States,academia,
industry and civil society collectively contribute to
shaping governance reforms for the future. He
added thatsuchcollaborative platforms have become
essential for building governance systems capable
ofrespondingtorapidly changing technologicaland
societal needs.

Recallingthe evolutionof the National Conference
one-Governance, Dr.JitendraSinghsaid the Govern-
ment had consciously decided to move flagship
governance conferences beyond New Delhi so that
reform initiatives become truly national in charac-
ter. He said holding these conferences across differ-
entregionshaswidened participation, strengthened
ownershipamong Statesand enabled governments
to learn directly from one another's experiences.
Similar outreach, he added, has subsequently been
adopted across several other Ministries and scien-
tific institutions, creating stronger engagement
between government, stakeholders and citizens
while expanding the national ecosystemofinnova-
tion.

Referring to the conference theme, the Minister
saiditresonates with Prime Minister ShriNarendra
Modi's vision of Viksit Bharat 2047, where technol-
ogy serves as an instrument for inclusive develop-
mentandgoodgovernance. He said the Government's
governance reforms during the past decade have
consistently been guided by the principle of "Max-
imum Governance, Minimum Government,” with
digital technologiesenabling greater transparency,
fasterservice deliveryand enhanced publicaccount-
ability. Artificial Intelligence, data-driven adminis-
trationand securedigital platforms, he said,are now
integral to creating governance systems that are
responsive to citizens' aspirations.

Dr.JitendraSingh said Artificial Intelligence should
be viewed as an enabler of governance rather than
a substitute for human responsibility. "The real
question is not Artificial Intelligence alone; the

question is how intelligent we are in using
Artificial Intelligence,” he remarked, stressing
that India must build a governance model
where Human-led Al becomes the guiding
philosophy for publicadministration. Technol-
ogy, hesaid, should amplify human capability,
strengthen institutional credibility and
improvecitizens'experience while remaining
firmly anchored in ethics, transparency and
public trust.

The Minister also urged policymakers to
view Viksit Bharat 2047 through the lens of
the future rather than the limitations of the
present. Drawingattention tothe paceatwhich
technologyhastransformed everyday life over
the pasttwodecades, he said manyinnovations
once considered indispensable have become
obsolete within a short span of time. Gover-
nance, therefore, cannot be designed solely
around present-day realities. Public institu-
tions, administrative systems and even the
role of civil servants, he said, will continue to
evolve alongside emerging technologies. Pre-
paring governance for 2047 demands the
ability toanticipate change rather than mere-
ly respond to it, ensuring that India’s admin-
istrative frameworkremainsagile, future-ready
and capable of meeting the aspirations of a
developed nation.

Over the two days of deliberations, Jaipur
emerged as a vibrant platform where policy-
makers, administrators, technology leaders,
innovators, researchers and representatives
of grassroots institutions exchanged ideas on
the future of governancein the age of Artificial
Intelligence. Dr. Jitendra Singh said the confer-
ence demonstrated that India's digital gover-
nance journey has moved well beyond digiti-
sation of services and is now entering a new
phasewhere Artificial Intelligence, data-driv-
endecision-making, Digital Public Infrastruc-
ture and secure digital ecosystems are col-
lectively shaping the future of public
administration.

The Minister said the Government's
approach towards Artificial Intelligence is
fundamentally different from a purely tech-
nology-driven model. India, he said, is com-
mitted to deploying Al in a manner that
complements humanintelligenceratherthan
replacing it. Referring to the Prime Minister's
vision of Maximum Governance, Minimum
Government, Dr. Jitendra Singh said every
technological interventionintroduced during
thelastdecade hassoughttomake governance
simpler, more transparentand more account-
able while ensuring that the citizen remains
the central stakeholder. Technology, he said,
should reduce complexity, eliminate unneces-
sary procedures and strengthen public trust
ininstitutions.

Emphasising that governance reforms are
meaningful only whentheyimprove thelives
ofordinarycitizens, Dr. Jitendra Singh said the
Department of Administrative Reforms and
Public Grievances has consistently demon-
strated how administrative innovation and
digital technologies can together transform
public service delivery. He referred to the
remarkable expansion of the Centralized
Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring
System (CPGRAMS), which has evolved into
oneoftheworld'slargest technology-enabled
grievance redress mechanisms, significantly
reducingdisposal time while expandingacces-
sibility across the country.

The Minister also referred to SAMADHAN
DIDI, the Al-powered multilingual voice chat-
bot developed in collaboration with BHASH-
INL, as a powerful example of how Artificial
Intelligence can make governance more
responsive, inclusive andaccessible by enabling
citizens to interact with government in their
own languages through secure public digital
infrastructure.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said India's digital gover-
nance ecosystem has also been strengthened
throughinitiatives such asthe Nationale-Gov-
ernance Service Delivery Assessment(NeSDA),
whichhasemergedasanimportantbenchmark
for evaluating digital public services across
States, UnionTerritoriesand Central Ministries.
Coupled with the expanding Digital Public
Infrastructureand the computing capabilities
being developed under the IndiaAl Mission,
thesereforms, he said, willenable governments
to deliver faster, smarter and more efficient
publicserviceswhile maintaining the highest
standards of security, transparency and
accountability.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said governance reforms
cannotbe confined totechnology alone. Refer-
ring to Special Campaign 5.0, he said admin-
istrative efficiency is equally dependent on
improving workplace practices, record man-
agement, institutional disciplineand optimum
utilisation of public resources. Such reforms,
hesaid, have strengthened governmentinsti-
tutions by creating cleaner, better organised
and more productive work environments
while reinforcing the principles of transpar-
ency andaccountability across Ministriesand
Departments. Likewise, Mission Karmayogi
hastransformed capacity building by prepar-
ing civil servants for a rapidly evolving gover-
nancelandscape through continuouslearning
in emerging domains such as Artificial Intel-
ligence, cybersecurity, digital governance,
leadershipand evidence-based policymaking.
A future-ready civil service, he said, is indis-
pensable for building a future-ready nation.

Dr. Jitendra Singh conferred the National
Awardsfore-Governance 2026 upon 17 exem-
plary initiatives from Central Ministries and

Departments, State and Union Territory Gov-
ernments, District Administrations, Gram
Panchayatsand Academic&ResearchInstitu-
tions. The awards comprised 10 Gold Awards,
6 Silver Awards and one Jury Award across
sevencategories.Congratulatingtheawardees,
he said the winning initiatives demonstrate
howinnovation, technology and publicservice
can come together to create measurable
improvements in citizens' lives.

Appreciating Rajasthan'sremarkable prog-
ress in digital governance, Dr. Jitendra Singh
said the State has successfully created an
enabling ecosystem where governance
reforms, innovation, entrepreneurship and
emerging technologies reinforce one another.
Referringtothe Raj-Kajintegrated administra-
tive platform, he said it has significantly
strengthened administrative efficiency, trans-
parency andaccountability by enabling faster,
paperlessand technology-enabled governance
across departments. Such initiatives, he said,
contribute directly to the national vision of
building an efficient, transparent and digi-
tally empowered public administration.

Earlier, Secretary, Department of Adminis-
trative Reforms and Public Grievances, Smt.
NiveditaShuklaVerma, described the Confer-
ence asa premier platform for institutionalis-
inggovernanceinnovations, promotinginter-
governmental learning and showcasing
technology-driven best practices fromacross
the country.

Concluding his address, Dr. Jitendra Singh
saidIndia'saspiration ofbecomingadeveloped
nation by 2047 will depend not only on tech-
nological advancement but also on the coun-
try's ability to preserve human judgement,
institutionalintegrity and democraticaccount-
ability whileembracingemerging technologies.
Artificial Intelligence, he said, must remainan
instrument thatempowers peopleratherthan
replacing them. Calling upon participants to
carry the spirit of the conference back to their
respective organisations, he urged govern-
ments at every level to convert the ideas,
innovations and best practices showcased in
Jaipurinto measurable improvementsin gov-
ernance that directly benefit every citizen.

"Technology canaccelerate governance, but
only human wisdom can give it direction.
Human-led Artificial Intelligence is the path-
way throughwhichIndiawill realise the vision
of Viksit Bharat 2047," Dr. Jitendra Singh said,
expressing confidence that India's unique
model of responsible, citizen-centric digital
governance would continue to serve as a
global benchmark in the years ahead.

The Conference concluded withtheadoption
of the Jaipur Declaration on e-Governance
2026, outlining a shared vision and strategic
roadmap for advancing Al-enabled, data-
driven, secure and citizen-centric digital gov-
ernanceinline with thevision of Viksit Bharat
2047.

Rain brings.....

mm, Ramban 34.5 mm and Kishtwar 25
mm.

In the Kashmir Valley, Batkoot recorded 27
mmofrain, Pampore24.5 mm, Pahalgam 13.2
mm, Kokernag 11.7 mm, Sonamarg 11.5 mm
and Qazigund 9 mm. Srinagar received 2.4
mm of rainfall during the period.

The MeT office said the current spell has
been caused by the interaction of active mon-
soon winds with a series of weak western
disturbances affecting the region.

It said hot and humid conditions are likely
toreturn between July 5 and July 8, although
scattered rainand thunderstorms areexpect-
ed to continue, particularly over parts of the
Jammu division.

He cautioned that while widespread flood-
ing is not anticipated, short-duration intense
rainfallandisolated cloudbursts could trigger
localizedflashfloods, waterlogging, landslides
and a rise in water levels in streams and nal-
lahs—(KNO)

J&K to Receive.....

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
hasbeensignedbetweenthe Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare and the Government of
Jammuand Kashmirtoimplement the project.
The advanced diagnostic equipment will be
installed in identified government hospitals,
with procurement, installation and commis-
sioningtobe carried out by designated central
agencies.Supplies are expected tobegininthe
coming months.

The Health and Medical Education Depart-
ment will oversee site readiness, deployment
oftrained personnel and timely operationali-
sation of the equipment to ensure the new
facilities become available to patients at the
earliest.

Officials said the allocation reflects the
Government's continued commitment to
strengthening healthcare infrastructure and
expanding access to advanced diagnostic
services throughout Jammu and Kashmir.

Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo has been over-
seeing reforms in the health sector, with a
focus on modernising healthcare infrastruc-
ture, improving diagnostic capabilities,
strengthening public health institutions and
ensuringequitableaccesstoquality healthcare.

The new facilities are expected to substan-
tially increase diagnostic capacity in govern-
ment hospitals, reduce referrals to higher
medical centres, enable earlier diagnosis and
treatment,and improve healthcare outcomes
across the Union Territory.
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m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

DUBAI: England are still processing their Test series loss
to New Zealand and the sudden retirement of Ben Stokes.
Half of them are wondering if the rest of the leadership
should go with him. The other halfis hoping they do.

India have too often veered between the spectacular
and the insipid under their leadership. At the Champions
Trophy and T20 World Cup, they lost only one match,
but they had their 12-year winning streak in home Test
series broken with two whitewashes, and their T20I
unbeaten series has just been stopped by a 2-0 blanking
from Ireland. Neither of these teams has the time to sit

back and analyse. While India will get just one training
session, England will have to squeeze theirs in the af-
ternoon onaday they travel from Nottingham to Durham.
Then they turn up on July 1 to start the five-match T20I
series, which ironically gets the biggest viewership but
least attention from those involved. Whether you take
it seriously or not, this series is likely to be the most-

watched event of the English summer.

England's last two encounters against India in this
format have been two World Cup semi-final defeats and
a4-1series defeatin India, who, despite the series defeat
in Ireland, remain a formidable T20 team even when
missing Jasprit Bumrah, who was crucial to their semi-
final defence of 253, which got too close for comfort in
Mumbai. What remains true of these two sides is that
thereis plenty of firepower in their ranks to take us back
to high-scoring times on more standardised T20 pitch-
es. If not, it will be a big test of both side's big hitters'

adaptability.

Both leaders for the future, both with their own de-
tractors. Shreyaslyer's return into the international side
straight as a captain was not universally liked. It was a
bold move that involved a World Cup-winning captain

for the first time in international cricket.

Kishan replaces
Abhishek as No. 1 T20I
batter; Root slips to No. 3
among Test batters

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

AHMEDABAD: [shan Kishan has replaced team-
mate Abhishek Sharma at the top of the rankings
for T20I batters, and become the fourth men's
batter from India to top the charts. Travis Head,
meanwhile, rose to No. 1 among Test batters as
Joe Root slipped two places to No. 3 following a
below-par series against New Zealand.

Ithasbeenaswiftrise to No. 1 for wicketkeep-
er-batter Kishan, who had returned to the India
T20I team in January after an absence of more
than two years. Scores of 76 and 103 against New
Zealand helped him break into India's T20 World
Cupsquad, and he finished the tournament as the
fourth-highest run-scorer with 317 runs as India
successfully defended their title from 2024.

Before Kishan, only Virat Kohli, Suryakumar
Yadav and Abhishek had held the No. 1 spot for
India among T20I batters.

Among T20I allrounders, Shivam Dube rose
three places to No. 7 after contributions with both
batand ballin the two-match series againstireland.

ETPL: Ashwin joins Dublin Guardians as captain and mentor

Faf du Plessis, Donovan Ferreira, Mitchell Marsh, Steven Smith are among other direct acquisitions

B UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

DALLAS: Former India spin-
ner RAshwin has joined the likes
of Faf du Plessis, Mitchell Marsh,
Steven Smith and Tim David as
adirect signing for the inaugu-
ral season of the European T20
Premier League (ETPL).

Ashwin will double up as
Dublin Guardians' captain and
mentor. Ashwin, now 39, had
announced his IPL retirement
at the end of the 2025 season
andis currentlyinaction for San
Francisco Unicornsin MLC 2026
in the USA.

Former Indiacaptainand T20
World Cup-winning coach Rahul
Dravid is the owner of the Dub-
lin franchise in the six-team
league.

Theleague, launchedin part-
nership with Cricket Ireland,
Cricket Scotland and the Royal
Dutch Cricket Association, fea-
tures teams from Dublin, Belfast,
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Rotterdam

and Amsterdam.Itisalso Europe's
firstICC-sanctioned multi-coun-
try franchise T20 league.

Du Plessis will be joined by
fellow South Africans Heinrich
Klaasen, Donovan Ferreira and
AnrichNortje at Rotterdam Dock-
ers. Du Plessis and Klaasen co-
own the team, with the former
also set to captain them.

South Africa seamer Lungi
Ngidiis set to turnout for Glasgow
Cosmicalong with left-arm fast
bowler DuanJansenand left-arm
fingerspinner Keshav Maharaj,
who is currently at MLC with
Texas Super Kings.

Marshwillteamup with Smith
for Amsterdam Flames while
Mitchell Owen, who is in ter-
rific form for Washington Free-
domin MLC 2026, willrepresent
Rotterdam.

AmongNew Zealand players,
Mitchell Santner and Trent Boult,
who were recently part of Mum-
bailndiansintheIPL, willreunite
at Edinburgh Castle Rockers.

Santneris alsosetto captainthe
franchise. Meanwhile, hard-
hitting opener Finn Allen will
be on Glasgow's books. Michael
Bracewell, who opted out of Test
cricketand became a white-ball
specialist, will represent Am-
sterdam.

Former Australia batter Mat-
thew Hayden will coach Glasgow,
while James Foster will be in
charge of Edinburgh.

The Netherlands pair of Scott
Edwards and Bas de Leede will
play for Amsterdam as their lo-
cal affiliated players.

Moises Henriques, the former
Australia allrounder, is set to
feature as a European local for
Glasgow, having switched to
Portugal.

The six franchises will fill
their squads at the draft, which
will be held on July 2. The
competition will run from
August 26 to September 20 in
Ireland, Scotland and the Neth-
erlands.
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