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embrace innovation
and learn from failure

HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JULY 23: ChiefMin-
ister Omar Abdullah on Thursday
reaffirmed the government'scom-
mitmenttostrengtheningJammu
andKashmir's startup ecosystem,
expressing confidence that the
number of registered startups in
the Union Territory would double
by 2027.

Launching the three-day AS-
CEND J&K 2026 Startup Ecosystem
Summit at SKICC, Srinagar, the
ChiefMinister encouraged young
entrepreneursto pursueinnovation
without fearing failure.

Hesaid unsuccessful attempts
should be viewed as learning op-
portunitiesandassured continued
government support through
mentorship, funding, policy as-
sistanceand networking platforms.

HT NEWS NETWORK

Lieutenant Governor reviewed
security arrangements, logistics,
weather preparedness and disaster

SRINAGAR, JULY 23: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on Thursday
directed security forces and the civil
administration to ensure seamless
coordination for the safety and
convenience of pilgrims undertaking
the ongoing Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra
while calling for intensified
intelligence-led anti-terror operations.

Chairing a high-level security
review meeting in Srinagar, the

N

response measures in view of recent
heavy rainfall.

He stressed that the resumption
ofthe pilgrimage would remainsubject
tofavourable weather conditionsand
instructed officials to strengthen
flood protection measuresand ensure
immediate clearance of debris from
nallahs along the yatra routes.

The Lieutenant Governor also
ordered a department-wise audit of

Directs Agencies

LG Orders Stronger Security, Disaster

power, water supply, fire and
emergency services and directed
authorities to maintain round-the-
clock disaster preparedness. He
instructed officialstoensure adequate
stocksofrations, LPG, kerosene, oxygen
cylinders, medicines and emergency
supplies besides maintaining
sanitation and healthcare facilities.

Mr. Sinha directed strict
enforcement against unregistered
service providers and ordered
implementation of a 100 per cent
prepaid service system. He also called
for additional power backup,
ambulances, fire safety measures
and deployment of specialised wildlife
response teams along the pilgrimage
routes.

Officials informed the meeting
that more than 3.91 lakh pilgrims
have performed darshan during the
first 20 days of the yatra.

The Lieutenant Governor
appreciated the efforts of the Army,
J&KPolice, civiladministration, Shri
Amarnathji
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HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

NewDelhi,July23:The Centre hasdeclared
two major railway projects in Jammu and
Kashmir as Special Railway Projects,a move
expected toaccelerate executionand simplify
land acquisition procedures.

The projectsinclude the 73.5-km doubling
of the Qazigund-Srinagar-Budgam railway
section and the 40.2-km Broad Gauge rail
link between Baramulla and Uri.

The Ministry of Railways issued the
notification under the Railways (Amendment)
Act, 2008, granting the projects special status
under the Railways Act, 1989.

Officials said the decision would help
expedite statutory clearances and land
acquisition, particularly for the strategically
important Uri-Baramulla line located close
to the Line of Control.

M SEE ON P-2

Choudhry Ramzan
Backs NEET Protesters,
Demands Justice

NC MP seeks compensation

for affected families, fair probe
into alleged paper leak

HT NEWS DESK / AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 23: National Conference
Member of Parliament Chowdhary Mohammad
Ramzan on Thursday extended support to
students protesting over the alleged NEET
paper leak, demanding

B SEE ON P-2

Omar Rewarded Main
Accused in MBBS Scam :
LoP Sunil Sharma

BJP leader alleges former BOPEE official received
extension and post-retirement appointment

HT NEWS DESK | AGENCIES

JAMMU, JULY 23: Leader of
Opposition Sunil Kumar Sharma on
Thursday accused Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah of having rewarded
the principal accused in the 2012
MBBS entrance examination scam
by granting him service extension
and a post-retirement consultancy.

In a statement, Sharma alleged
thattheaccused official wasappointed

Assembly Privileges
Commiittee to

Hear Case Against
Waheed Para Today

PDP's MLA Directed to Appear
Before Panelin Srinagar

HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR,JULY 23: The Jammuand
KashmirLegislative Assembly's Committee
on Privileges will examine the breach of
privilege case involving MLA Waheed Ur
Rehman Para on July 24.

According to an official Assembly
bulletin, the meeting will be chaired by
Justice Hasnain Masoodi at the Assembly
Secretariat in Srinagar.

consultant despite being linked to
thealleged sale of Common Entrance
Test question papers.

He further questioned why
investigating agencies under the then
government allegedly failed to act
until directed by the High Court.

Sharmaalsoreferred toallegations
relating to the 2025 Junior Engineer
Electrical examination, sayingissues
concerning

RONo-1920

EOW Chargesheets
Four in 32.5 Crore

Shawl Fraud Case
Crime Branch files
chargesheet

after recovery of shawls
worth 268 lakh

HT NEWS DESK / AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, JULY 23: The Eco-
nomic Offences Wing (EOW),
Kashmir, hasfiledachargesheet
againstfouraccused personsin
connectionwithanalleged shawl
fraud involving more than 2.5
crore.According to the Crime
Branch, the accused allegedly
induced the complainantto sup-
ply shawls on

B SEE ON P-2

CS directs departments to
fast-track AI use cases to enhance
public service delivery across J&K

HT NEWS DESK | KNO

SRINAGAR,JUL23; ChiefSecretary,
AtalDulloo, today chaired a high-level
review meeting to assess the progress
made on the adoption of Artificial
Intelligence (Al)ingovernanceinJammu
and Kashmirand the establishment of
the Ministry of Electronics & Information
Technology (MeitY)Centre of Excellence

MeitY Al CoE tobe operationl by Augu

st 2026

)

(CoE) in Artificial Intelligence here

The meeting besides the concerned
Administrative Secretaries wasattended
by the Representatives from Indian
Institute of Technology Jammu; BISAG
and other concerned officers of the
Union TerritoryWhile reviewing the
progress, the Chief Secretary observed
that Artificial
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Govt Aims to

Highlighting innovations displayed at the summit, Omar
citedtechnologiesaimed at preventing frozen water pipelines,
improving agricultural resilience, enhancing public safety
and promoting renewable energy.

He invited investors to partner with local entrepreneurs
and said innovation-driven enterprises could generate em-
ployment and strengthen the region's economy.

Intensify Anti-Terror

Shrine Board, volunteers and service providers for
ensuring the smooth conduct of the pilgrimage.

Centre Grants

The notification follows the commissioning of the
Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL), which
connected the Kashmir Valley with the national railway
network.

Choudhry Ramzan

justice, accountability and compensation for families
of aspirants who reportedly died by suicide.

Ramzanreiterated his party's demand for the resignation
of Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, holding
him morally responsible for the alleged irregularities.

He also criticised the reported use of force against
protesters at Jantar Mantar and called for a transparent
investigation torestore public confidence in the examination
system.

Omar Rewarded

transparency in recruitment remained unresolved.

Assembly Privileges

Para has been asked to appear before the committee,
while arrangements for media coverage and security have
also been put in place.

EOW Chargesheets

the promise of profitable returns but failed to make
payment.

During the investigation, 338 shawls valued at
approximately 68 lakh were recovered and returned to
the complainant under court directions.

The chargesheet has been filed before the Court of Sub
Judge Small Causes, Srinagar, under relevant provisions of
the Ranbir Penal Code.

The Crime Branch advised the public to remain vigilant
against economic frauds and report suspicious financial
activities to the authorities.

CSdirects

Intelligence has the potential to fundamentally transform
governance by improving efficiency, transparency,
responsiveness and quality of public services. He maintained
that the Government must leverage emerging technologies
not merely asdigital tools but as strategic enablers for better
governance, faster decision-making and enhanced citizen
service delivery.

He emphasised that technological solutions should

complement the existing digital ecosysteminstead of creating
parallel systems, thereby ensuring optimal utilisation of
public resources and seamless integration with existing
platforms.

The Chief Secretary called upon the Administrative
Departments to proactively engage with the Information
Technology Department for expeditious implementation
of the identified use cases. He directed the departments to
nominate dedicated nodal officers wherever required and
ensure timely sharing of quality datasets essential for
development, testing and validation of Al solutions.

He further stressed that data quality, interoperability
and departmental ownership would remain critical to the
successful deployment of Alapplications across government.

Calling for a structured implementation framework,
the Chief Secretary directed that sector-specific workshops
be organised withall departmental nodal officers, technology
partners,domain experts and implementation agencies to
comprehensively assess data availability, infrastructure
readiness, operational workflows and field-level requirements
before commencement of pilot projects.

He observed that such collaborative exercises would
facilitate preparation of realisticimplementation roadmaps
while enabling departments toidentify operational challenges
at an early stage.

The Chief Secretary also emphasised that progress
achieved under each Al initiative shall be monitored on a
regular basis through defined milestones and outcome
indicators so thatimplementation bottlenecks are resolved
in a time-bound manner. He stressed the need for close
coordinationamongall stakeholder departments to ensure
that the identified Al initiatives translate into measurable
improvements in governance across the Union Territory.

Earlier, a detailed presentation was made by the
Commissioner Secretary IT, Saurabh Bhagat on the
organisational framework, implementation strategy, current
status and future roadmap of the Centre. The presentation
also highlighted the action taken on the decisions of the
Union Territory Level Steering Committee, the progress
achieved on the identified Al use cases and the proposed
roadmap for pilot implementation across departments.

During the meeting, the Chief Secretary was apprised
of the progress achieved in establishing the MeitY Centre
of Excellence in Artificial Intelligence at IIT Jammu, conceived
asamission-mode nationalinitiative toaccelerate Aladoption
across governance and public service delivery.

He was informed that the Centre is being readied for
operationalisation, with around 10,000 square feet of space
already earmarked and infrastructure being prepared for
occupancy by August this year.It was added that the
implementation roadmap and key performance indicators
have been finalised in consultation with the Ministry of
Electronics & Information Technology, while procurement
of high-performance computing infrastructure has been
initiated for hosting the Al Digital Public Infrastructure
(AI-DPI).Moreover the meeting was also presented with a
detailed status report on the Artificial Intelligence adoption
programme beingimplemented across the Union Territory
pursuant tothedecisions of the Union Territory Level Steering
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Committee (UTLSC) on Al

Acomprehensive review was undertaken of the twenty
Aluse casesidentified across eight priority sectors, namely
Education, Skill Development, Agriculture, Power Development,
Public Governance, Health & Medical Education, Transport
& Infrastructure and emerging sectors including Tribal
Welfare and Security.The Chief Secretary was informed
that consultations have been held with several premier
academic institutions, technology companies, start-ups
and research organisations for developing practical Al
solutions tailored to the requirements of the Government.
Multiple solution providers have expressed willingness to
undertake pilotimplementations in collaboration with the
concerned departments, with several pilot proposals already
under technical evaluation.

The meeting reviewed the progress achieved in respect
of Al-enabled interventions for foundational literacy and
numeracy, multilingual learning platforms, precision
agriculture, hyper-local weather intelligence, digital
governance, utility demand forecasting, infrastructure
health monitoring, urban flood modelling, oral cancer
screening, clinical decision support systems and several
other technology-enabled public service applications. The
status of departmental consultations, technical validations,
pilot planning and stakeholder engagements undertaken
for each use case was also reviewed in detail.

The meeting concluded with a commitment from all
participating departments and partnerinstitutions to work
for expeditious implementation of the Al roadmap, with
the objective of harnessing Artificial Intelligence as a key
driveroftransparent, efficientand citizen-centric governance
in Jammu and Kashmir—(KNO)

5,317 road accidents,
983 deaths reported
in UT in 2025: Gol

Raja Syed Rather

SRINAGARRoad accident fatalities in Jammu
and Kashmir increased in 2025 despite a decline
in the total number of accidents, the Government
of India (Gol) informed Parliament on Thursday.

Replying to an unstarred question in the Lok
Sabha, Union Minister for Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari, as reported by the news
agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), said that
5,317 road accidents claiming 983 lives were
reported in Jammu and Kashmir during 2025. In
comparison, the UT recorded 5,808 accidents and
831 fatalities in 2024, 6,298 accidents and 893
deaths in 2023, and 6,092 accidents with 805
fatalities in 2022.The minister said road accidents
are a multi-causal phenomenon, with the major
causes broadly classified as human error, road
condition/environment and vehicular condition.

He said the government has adopted a 4E

strategy—Education, Engineering, Enforcement
and Emergency Care—toimprove road safety and
reduce fatalities across the country.

According to the ministry, key measures include
mandatoryroad safety audits on National Highways,
identification and rectification of black spots,
establishment of driving training institutes,
implementation of the electronic Detailed Accident
Report (e-DAR) system, stricter vehicle safety
standards, electronic traffic enforcement,
constitution of the National Road Safety Board,
and technology-driven e-challan mechanisms.

The Centre further said emergency response
has been strengthened through the Rah-Veer
Scheme, under which the reward for Good Samaritans
has been increased from Rs 5,000 to Rs 25,000,
enhanced compensation for hit-and-run victims,
deployment of ambulances at National Highway
toll plazas, and implementation of the PM-Rahat
Scheme for cashless treatment of road accident
victims—(KNO)

98% of Srinagar Smart City
projects completed: Centre

Raja Syed Rather

SRINAGAR: The Government of Indiaon Thursday
said that 157 out of 161 projects (98 per cent) under
the Srinagar Smart City Mission have been completed
as of March 31, 2026, with works worth Rs 3,530
crore executed out of the total sanctioned cost of
Rs 3,633 crore.

Replying to an unstarred question by MP Aga
Syed Ruhullah Mehdi in the Lok Sabha, Minister
of State for Housing and Urban Affairs Tokhan
Sahu, as reported by the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), said the Smart City Proposals
(SCPs)are planned atthelocallevel after consultations
with citizens and other stakeholders and are
approved by the State High Powered Steering
Committee (HPSC).The minister said the projects
have been designed to address local urban
requirements across multiple sectors, including
smart mobility, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
(WASH), smart governance, smart energy and
environment. As reported by Srinagar Smart City
Limited, 157 projects have been completed while
the remaining four are yet to be finished.

The query had sought details on whether the
Centre had taken cognisance of the widespread
waterlogging and flood-like situation witnessed
inSrinagar after recent rainfall despite substantial
expenditure under the Smart City Mission, whether
the projectincluded works related to storm-water
drainage, flood mitigation and urban water
management.

PUBLICNOTICE

|, KHURSHEED AHMAD GANIE father of TABIA JAAN
resident of HARNOW KAWACHAK hereby notified
the general public that the name in the Adhaar
card bearingAdhaar No 5346 9360 3445 has been
wrongly entered as TOBIA JAN while the correct
name is TABIA JAAN this notice is being published
forthe correctionof thenameinthe Adhaar records
and all other documents.If any person has any
objectionto thisname correction they may contact
the UIDAI orthe undersigned withvalid documents
proof withinsevendays fromthe date of publication
of thisnoticeafterthatnoobjectionwillbe entertained

Name....KHURSHEED AHMAD GANIE
F/0...TABIA JAAN
R/0...HARNOW KAWACHACK

PUBLICNOTICE

Itishere by notified thatmy namehasbeenincorrectly
mentionedinmyBank Account as SHAQIBAHMAD
BHAT bearing Account no 0139040100011913
whilemy correct nameis SHOIB MOHMAD BHAT
S/0 GH MOHAMMAD BHAT  which needs to be
corrected if anybody having any objection in this
regard he /she may file his /her objection in the
office of J&AKBANKKREERI authority of Indiawithin
sevendays fromthe publication of this notice after
that no objection will be entertained

Name..SHOIB MOHMAD BHAT

$/0... GH MOHAMMAD BHAT

R/0...TILAGAM PATTAN
Account No...0139040100011913
Dist....BARAMULLA

PUBLICNOTICE FOR
NAME CORRECTION

This is to inform the general public and all
concerned authorities that the name of the
undersigned has beenincorrectly recordedin
the Aadhaar records.
Incorrect Name: Sobiya Ahad
Correct Name: Subia Ahad
The correct particulars are as follows:
Name: Subia Ahad
Father's Name: Abdul Ahad Rashie
Address: Kakothal
Aadhaar Number: XXXX XXXX 3736
The incorrect name "Sobiya Ahad" appearing
inthe Aadhaar record is due to aninadvertent
error. The correct name is "Subia Ahad," and
the same may kindly be treated as the valid
and correct name for all official purposes.
This public noticeis beingissuedin support of
the application for correction of the name in
the Aadhaar records. If any person has any
objection regarding this correction, they may
raise it before the concerned authority within
the prescribed period.
Subia Ahad
D/o Abdul Ahad Rashie
R/o Kakothal

PUBLICNOTICE

Subject: Public Notice for Correction of Name
and Date of Birth in Aadhaar Record
[, Muskan Nazir, Daughter of Nazir Ahmad Mir,
Resident of Kreeri, Baramulla, hereby declare
that my name and date of birth have been
incorrectly recorded in my Aadhaar card.
The corrections required are as follows:
. Incorrect Name: Simran Nazir
. Correct Name: Muskan Nazir
. Incorrect Date of Birth: 14/04/2005
. Correct Date of Birth: 20/10/2005
Thispublicnoticeisbeingissuedforthe purpose
of correction of my Aadhaar details and for
submission before the UDID Authority.
If any person has any objection regarding the
above-mentioned corrections, they may submit
the same, along with supporting documentary
evidence, tothe UDID Office withinthe prescribed
time. If no objectionis received, the concerned
authority may proceed with the correction of
my Aadhaar records accordingly.
Ihereby declare that theinformationfurnished
above is true and correct to the best of my
knowledge and belief.
Place: Kreeri, Baramulla

Name: Muskan Nazir

D/o Nazir Ahmad Mir

R/o kreeri
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CSreviews adoption of Chandigarh's online Property
Management System for Housing Coloniesin J&K

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR,JULY 23: ChiefSecretary,
Atal Dulloo, today in a meeting of
Housing & Urban Development
Department (H&UDD) reviewed the
adoption of Chandigarh's Property
Management System (PMS)developed
by their National Informatics Centre
(NIC) for digitising the management
ofhousing colonies under the Housing
& Urban Development Department
(H&UDD), here.

The initiative aims at providing
transparent, efficient and citizen-
centriconline services totheallottees
ofgovernment housing colonies across
the Union Territory.

The meeting was attended by Com-
missioner Secretary, Housing & Urban
Development Department; Commis-
sioner, Jammu Municipal Corporation

(JMC); Commissioner Srinagar Munic-
ipal Corporation (SMC); Vice Chair-
man,Jammu Development Authority
(JDA); Vice Chairman, Srinagar Devel-
opment Authority (SDA); SIO,NICJ&K;
Managing Director, J&K Housing
Board; Director, ULB, Kashmir/Jammu
and other senior officers. Officers from
NIC Chandigarh joined the meeting
through virtual mode.

Emphasising the importance of
leveraging technology to improve
publicservice delivery, the Chief Sec-
retary observed that adoption of the
Property Management System would
mark significant step towards digital
governance in the Housing & Urban
Development Department.

He said that the online platform
would simplify property-related pro-
cedures, minimise physical interface
between citizens and government
offices, reduce processing time and

Jammu Development Authority (JDA)

2y 2005

provide greater convenience to the
allottees of government housing
colonies across Jammu & Kashmir.
The Chief Secretary directed the
concerned departments and imple-
menting agencies to ensure time-
bound implementation of the project

Property Management System

byworkingin close coordination with
NIC Chandigarh and NIC J&K. He
stressed the need for completing the
required customisation, ensuring data
accuracy, undertaking comprehensive
testing and completing the security
audit before rolling out the system for

publicuse.Healso called foradequate
capacity building of the concerned
stafftofacilitate smoothimplementa-
tion of the project.

At the outset, the Commissioner
Secretary, HRUDD, Mandeep Kaur
apprised about the salient features
and progress achieved inadopting the
Property Management System, which
has been successfully implemented
by the Chandigarh Administration for
delivering online property manage-
ment services.She added that the
system has been designed to provide
an end-to-end digital platform for
processing ownership and lease-
related services through an online
workflow, thereby ensuring greater
transparency, accountability, effi-
ciency and ease of access for citizens.

During the meeting, the NIC Chan-
digarh team gave a comprehensive
live demonstration of the online Prop-

erty Management System and show-
cased its various modules, function-
alities, workflow and operational
efficiency. The team explained the
citizen-centric services and features
of the portal and demonstrated the
complete digital processing of appli-
cations from submission to final dis-
posal through a structured online
workflow.

The demonstration highlighted
various online services proposed to
be made available to the allottees,
including transfer of ownership based
onregistered deeds, transfer of lease
rights, issuance of No Objection Cer-
tificates for transfer of lease rights,
grantof permission to mortgage prop-
erties and issuance of No Dues Cer-
tificates. The system also enables
applicants to monitor the status of
their applications online, thereby
ensuring greater transparency.

FDA conducts 148 inspections,

Deputy Chief Minister reviews flash flood restoration in Nowshera,

lifts 99 Food Samples across all
Districts of UT

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR,JULY 23: The Food & Drugs Administration (FDA),
J&K conducted inspections and sampling across the Union
Territory to check compliance with food safety requirements.

During the drive, 148 food business establishments were
inspected and 75 enforcement samples were lifted.

Further, sixImprovement Notices were issued to Food Busi-
ness Operators (FBOs)for deviations from hygiene and sanitary
requirements. Six FBOs were compounded under Section 69
of the Food Safety and Standards Act,2006,and afineof 6,000
was imposed.

In view of the prevailing rainy season, consumers were
advised to use boiled drinking water, avoid pre-cut fruits and
food kept in unhygienic conditions,and ensure proper storage
of food items.

FDAhasrequested consumers toreportany suspected unsafe
oradulterated food product through Toll-Free Helpline No. 104
or email at cfsjandk.fnd@jk.gov.in.

Three medical shops closed in
surprise inspectionsin
Shopian

B HT News Network

Diaroo
Qrvj+4jm, Shadimarg - Kalampora®
Diaroo, 302,

SHOPIAN, JULY 23: Acting on the directions issued during
the NCORD review meetings, Drugs Control Department,
Shopian today conducted surprise inspections of pharmacies
in Keegam and Keller to ensure strict compliance with the
provisions of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 and the Rules
framed thereunder.

During the inspection drive, officials verified the function-
ing of Computerized Billing Systems (CBS) and CCTV cameras
besides examining purchase and sale records of scheduled
formulations, stock registers, invoices and the availability of
qualified persons at licensed premises.

Theinspectionalso assessed adherence tolicence conditions
and statutory requirements.

During the enforcement drive, several violations of licence
conditions were detected, including the absence of qualified
persons at licensed establishments. Consequently, three
medical shops were ordered to be closed on the spot under the
relevant provisions of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 and
the Rules framed thereunder.The department also initiated
furtherregulatory action against the defaulting establishments
in accordance with the provisions of the Act and Rules.The
enforcement drive was aimed at strengthening regulatory
oversight, preventing the misuse and diversion of scheduled
drugs and ensuring strict compliance with drug control laws.
The Drugs Control Department reiterated that similar inspec-
tion drives will continue across the district on a regular basis
to safeguard public health and ensure accountability among
licensed pharmacies.

® 00 ©o

empha5|zes swift recovery, lOI‘Ig term mltlgatlon measures

B HT News Network

RAJOURI, JULY 23: Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Surinder Choudhary today chaired a
comprehensive review meeting at Now-
sheratoassess the progress onrestoration
works and emergency response measures
being undertaken in the aftermath of the
recent flash floods. He reviewed the pre-
paredness and response of all concerned
departments and directed the officers to
ensure speedy restoration of essential
services and effective relief measures for
the affected population.

The Deputy Chief Minister con-
ducted a department-wise review of the
restoration works and stressed the need
for expediting the restoration of roads,
drinking water supply, electricity and
other essential public services. He direct-
edall the departments to complete a com-
prehensive assessment of losses at the
earliest so that appropriate relief and res-
toration measures canbe taken up without
delay.

Emphasising the importance of
long-termdisaster mitigation, the Deputy

/D (R&B) Guest House
Nowshera

-/ B

Chief Minister directed the Irrigation and
Flood Control Department to prepare and
submit a comprehensive plan within five
days suggesting both immediate and per-
manent measures to minimise the impact
of flash floods and prevent similar damage
inthe future. He underscored the need for
scientific planning, strengthening vulner-
able areas and adopting sustainable flood

management strategies.

The Deputy Chief Minister also
instructed the officers to maintain close
coordination among the departments,
closely monitor the progress of restoration
works and ensure that all affected families
receive timely assistance. He reiterated
that the government is committed to
extend every possible support for reha-

bilitation of flood-affected people and
restoring normalcy at the earliest.

Appreciating the prompt and coor-
dinated response of the districtadministra-
tion and all line departments during the
flash flood situation, the Deputy Chief
Minister lauded the dedication and com-
mitment displayed by the officers and
officials in carrying out rescue, relief and
restoration operations under challenging
circumstances. He urged them to maintain
the same momentum and continue work-
ing with unwavering commitment to
ensure the early restoration of normalcy
and timely assistance to every affected
family.

Earlier, Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Nowshera, Pritam Lal Thapa, pre-
sented a detailed briefing on the damage
caused by the flash floods. He informed
about the loss to life and property and the
damage caused to schools, roads, houses,
standing crops, dug wells and other public
infrastructure. He also highlighted the
impacton PMGSY roads, healthinstitutions
and infrastructure under the Agriculture,
Animal and Sheep Husbandry and Jal
Shakti Departments.

CUKashmir holds workshop on
women empowerment

B HT News Network

Ganderbal, July 23: Dean
Students’ Welfare (DSW), Cen-
tral University of Kashmir
(CUKashmir) and Inderpr-
astha Engineering College
(IPEC), Ghaziabad, Uttar

scholars, and women benefi-
ciaries, including divorced
women and women facing
domestic and marital chal-
lenges.

Dean School of Legal Stud-
ies, Prof. Farooq Ahmad Mir,
delivered aninsightful address
onthe constitutional and legal

Pradesh, organized a one-day
ICSSR-sponsored workshop
on"Empowerment of Women
through Awarenessregarding
the Muslim Women (Protec-
tion of Rights on Marriage)
Act, 2019."

The workshop was orga-
nized under an ICSSR-spon-
sored Policy Research Project
led by Dr. Mahjabin Banu,

Principal Investigator and
Chief Project Director.

The workshop witnessed
participation from academi-
cians, legal experts, govern-
ment officials, representatives
of civil society organizations,
Mission Shakti, women wel-
fare officers, ASHA workers,
media professionals, faculty
members, students, research

dimensions of the Muslim
Women (Protection of Rights
on Marriage) Act, 2019. He
elaborated on issues relating
towomen’s legal rights, mar-
riage, divorce, maintenance,
and property rights, empha-
sizing that legal awareness is
the cornerstone of women'’s
empowerment.

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JULY 23 Chairperson ofthe J&K
Waqf Board Dr Syed Darakhshan Andrabi,
today visited the shrine of Sultan-ul-Arifeen
Hazrat Makhdoom Sahib (RA) in Srinagar to
take stock of the Annual Urs preparedness.
She also inspected the undergoing construc-
tion works at the shrine. Dr Andrabi was
accompanied by the Waqgf Board officers and
the team of engineers. Waqf Chairperson
analysed the quality of construction in the
ongoing works and instructed the staff to
complete the works in time strictly as per the
project specifications. She paid obeisance at
the shrine and prayed for the welfare, peace
and prosperity of all. Chairperson reiterated
that all Urs arrangements are being put in
place in coordination with the Civil Adminis-

Dr. Syed Darakhshan visits Makhdoom
Sahib shrine to access Urs arrangements

O /%E/ 7

tration, Security agencies and the public by
Wagqf Board. She appreciated the hard work
of the Board employees who are toiling hard
in the new transparent and accountable sys-
tem to facilitate the visitors at all shrines.

J&K Judicial Academy organizes
capacity-building programme on Juvenile Justice

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JULY 23 Under the guidance of Justice Sindhu
Sharma, Judge, High Court of Jammu & Kashmirand Ladakhand
Chairperson, Committee under the Juvenile Justice Act, the
Jammu & Kashmir Judicial Academy today organized a Capac-
ity-Building Programme on Juvenile Justice for the Principal
Magistrates of the Juvenile Justice Boards.The programme was
conducted in hybrid mode, with the Principal Magistrates from
the Kashmir Division participating physically at the Academy's
Mominabad Campus, Srinagar, while those from the Jammu
Division joined virtually. The programme was also attended by
the Newly Selected Civil Judges (Junior Division), Batch-2026,

9

—

presently undergoing the Pre-Appointment Induction Training
Programme.he programme was organized pursuant to the

approval of the Juvenile Justice Committee, High Court of
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh, based on a comprehensive
Training Needs Assessment undertaken by the Office of the
Member Secretary, Juvenile Justice Committee. It was alsoaimed
at facilitating implementation of the directions issued by the
Supreme Court of India in Juvenile Delinquent v. State of U.P. &
Others (Criminal Appeal No. 2010 of 2026), along with the
Standard Operating Procedure and the communication issued
by the Registrar General, High Court of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh.The programme commenced with a welcome address
by Director, Jammu & Kashmir Judicial Academy. Naseer Ahmad
Dar who highlighted the significance of the programme in
strengthening the implementation of the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children) Act, 2015.
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Heavy Rainfall: DC Anantnag visits high risk areas, takes stock of situation

Emphasises high state of vigilance, timely evacuation of vulnera

B HT News Network

ANANTNAG, JULY 23: Amid con-
tinuousinclement weatherand heavy
rainfall, Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Anantnag, Dr. Bilal Mohiuddin Bhat,
today conducted an extensive tour of
various high-risklocations, vulnerable
riverside areas, and major streams
(Nallahs) across the district to assess
the situation on the ground.

The DC toured critical sites includ-
ing Mehndi Kadal, Danter Bridge,
Ashajipora Bye Pass, Deva Colony,
Rooh,and Aangto observe the ground
situation. He was accompanied by
ADC, Dr. Muzamil Magbool Beig; SE
Hydraulics, Sareer Ahmad Wani; SE
PWD, Syed Ishfaq Ahmad; ACR, Tariq
Ahmad Malik; Tehsildar Anantnag,

ExEnFlood Control, CEO and Secretary
MCA and officials from other essential
services.

During the visit, the DC reviewed
the water levels of key water bodies,
including the Aripat, Bringi, and Lid-
der Nallahs, and evaluated the safety
and mitigation measures implement-
ed by the Flood Control, Public Works
Department (R&B), Revenue, Police,
SDREF, and other concerned agencies.
He inspected the dewatering station
at Mehndi Kadal and asked the con-
cerned officers to closely monitor the
water levelsand actimmediately when
required, to avoid water logging in
main town.

The DCwasinformed that dewater-
ing pumps have beenactively deployed
at crucial choke points and waterlog-

[+
1%

ging has been cleared at major spots,
including KP Road, Janglat Mandi,
Ganjiwara, General Bus Stand, town

interiorsand otherroadside areas. H
was further informed that a number
of nomadic, labor, and vulnerable

families have beensafely relocated to
fully operational evacuation centers
at Brakpora, Hiller, Aang, Bijbehara,
and other high risk places. Further,
strengthening of riverembankments
by Sand and EC Bags hasbeen carried
out at various breach prone places
including Batengu, Mehndi Kadal,
Deva Colony, GMC Anantnag, Push-
wara and Sagam.

Taking stock of the situation, the
DCdirected thatalldepartments must

. remain in a high state of alert and

readiness to prevent any untoward
incidentrelated tolife of residents and
to minimise property damage. He
called for seamless pre-positioning of
jointresponse teams comprising offi-
cials of Revenue, Police, SDRF, CRPF,
and civil administration at safer and

ble families; Appeals public to follow advisories

strategic locations to ensure swift
rescue operations, if required. He
instructed for the prompt evacuation
of nomadic groups, and labour com-
munities residing near water bodies
to nearby emergency shelters
equipped with essential facilities.
Interacting with local residents
during his visit, the DCurged citizens
toremain calm, avoid venturing near
rivers and streams, restrict unneces-
sary travel until the weatherimproves,
and strictly adhere to official adviso-
ries.While the overall situation in
Anantnagdistrict remains under con-
trol, the District Administration is
continuously monitoring weather
patterns as well as water levels and is
prepared to handle both emergency
mitigationand post-rainfallrecovery.

®

District Addmin Bandipora to work with
School Ecology Clubs for waste Management

B HT News Network

BANDIPORA, JULY 23:
Deputy Commissioner Ban-
dipora, Indu Kanwal Chib,
onThursday chaired a pre-
liminary meeting with Eco
Club Incharges of High and
Higher Secondary Schools
across the district, along
with students from NMB-
HSS and GHSS Bandipora,
to discuss the urgent need

urged the participants to
undertake exposure visits
to key district initiatives,
including the Knowledge
Centre, Jal Shakti Kendra,
NRLM Women Self-Help
Group-run Cafeteria and
Project Insaniyat, to gain
first-hand experience of
sustainable and communi-
ty-driven initiatives.

On the occasion, the
Deputy Commissioner
urged the EcoClubIncharg-

Govt constitutes selection committee for recommending
appointments to J&K Mental Health Authority

Panel to scrutinize applications, recommend members under mental healthcare Rules, 2023

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Jul 23 (KNO):
The Government has con-
stituted a Selection Com-
mittee for recommending
appointmentsto the Jammu
& Kashmir Mental Health
Authority in accordance
with the provisions of the
J&K Mental Healthcare
(Mental Health Authority)

lege (GMC) Jammu.

The government has
entrusted the committee
with scrutinizingall profes-
sional nominations and
applications received for
appointment to the Jammu
& Kashmir Mental Health
Authority. After evaluating
the applications, the com-
mittee will recommend
suitable candidates to the
government for appoint-

foreffective waste manage-
ment and environmental
conservation.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner highlighted the
important role of educa-
tional institutions in pro-
moting environmental
awareness and called for
revitalising Eco Clubs across
thedistrict. She stressed the
need forregular monitoring

of Eco Club activities and
urged theInchargestoiden-
tify and encourage commit-
ted students and teachers
tolead environment protec-
tion initiatives in their
respective institutions.
The meeting also dis-
cussed theimplementation
ofthe Solid Waste Manage-

ment Rules and deliberated
on the role of Eco Clubs in
promoting waste segrega-
tionat source, waste reduc-
tion and sustainable waste
management practices.

To strengthen practical
learning and encourage
greater awareness, the
Deputy Commissioner

es and students to lead by
example by adopting zero-
waste practices beginning
from their own homes. She
said that lasting environ-
mental change begins with
individual responsibility
and collective action, and
called upon everyone to
contribute towards preserv-
ing the natural beauty and
ecology of Bandipora.

Rules, 2023.

According to Govern-
mentOrderNo.571-]JK(HME)
02026, dated July 22,2026,
whichisin possessionofthe
news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO) the
committee has been con-
stituted under Rule 5 of the
Mental Healthcare Rules,

2023, to oversee the selec-
tion process for members
of the Mental Health
Authority.
Aspertheorder,the Com-
missioner/Secretary to the
Government, Health and
Medical Education Depart-
mentwill serve as the Chair-
person of the committee.

The other membersinclude
the Mission Director, Jam-
mu & Kashmir National
Health Mission (NHM), the
Head of the Department of
Psychiatry, Government
Medical College (GMC) Sri-
nagar, and the Head of the
Department of Psychiatry,
Government Medical Col-

ment to the statutory body.

The order further states
that the Jammu & Kashmir
National Health Mission
(NHM) will provide secre-
tarial assistance and logis-
tical support to the Selec-
tion Committee tofacilitate
the effective discharge of
its functions—(KNO)

DC Kulgam reviews functioning of
FCS&CA Department

B Farooq Rather

KULGAM, JULY 23: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, Shahzad
Alam, today chaired areview meeting
to assess the functioning and perfor-
mance of the Food, Civil Supplies &
Consumer Affairs (FCS&CA) Depart-
ment in the district.

The meeting focused on the imple-
mentation of various publicdistribu-
tion schemes, availability of essential
commodities, ration distribution,
Aadhaar seeding, e-KYC progress,
grievance redressal, and overall ser-
vice delivery under the Public Distri-
bution System (PDS).

TheDeputy Commissionerreviewed
the status ofration card management,
distribution of food grains, and mea-

sures taken to ensure transparency
and timely delivery of benefits to
eligible beneficiaries.

The DC stressed the importance of
maintainingadequate stocks of essen-
tial commodities and ensuring unin-
terrupted supplies across all areas of

the district. He focussed on prioritis-
ingthe timely distribution of essentials
along with strengthening the griev-
ance redressal mechanism.

Emphasizing accountability and
efficiency, the DC directed the con-
cerned officerstoaddress public griev-
ances promptly, strengthen monitor-
ing mechanisms, and ensure that no
eligible beneficiary is deprived of
entitlements under government wel-
fare schemes.

The meeting was attended by Addi-
tional District Development Commis-
sioner Kulgam, Altaf Ahmad Khan,
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kulgam, Vikar Ahmad Giri, Assistant
Director, FCS&CA Kulgam, Iftikhar
Ahmad Khan and Tehsil Supply Offi-
cers alongwith other concerned offi-
cials.

DC Srinagar visits Shrine of Makhdoom Sahib

J&K rolls out four-bin waste segregation campaign across ULBs

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Jul23: Inabid to strength-
en solid waste management, the
Jammu and Kashmir Housing and
Urban Development Department has
beguna UT wide sticker campaign to
encourage segregation of waste at
source through a four bin system in
all urban areas.

Officials told that the municipal
bodies, including the Srinagar and
Jammu Municipal Corporation, have
started distributing and pasting
instructional waste segregation stick-
ers in residential areas, commercial
establishments and other high footfall
locations under the Swachh Bharat
Mission Urban 2.0, to ensure compli-
ance with the Solid Waste Manage-
ment Rules 2026.

They said Community Mobilisers
and Swachhata Executives are carry-
ing out door to door awareness cam-
paignsinevery municipal wardacross
the UT, interacting with residentsand
placing colour coded stickers at waste
collection points to encourage segre-
gation of waste at source.
The initiative aims to improve waste
processing, reduce the burden on
dumping sites and ensure safer han-
dling of waste by sanitation workers,
officials added.

As per the four bin system, blue
stickers are meant for dry recyclable

waste such as paper, plastic, glass,
metal, cardboard and Tetra Paks, while
green stickers are for biodegradable
wet waste including food leftovers,
fruit and vegetable peels, tea leaves,
coffee grounds and garden waste.
Similarly, red stickers are meant for
hygiene waste such as sanitary pads,
diapers, tissues, wet wipes and men-
strual cups, while black stickers are
designated for household hazardous
waste including used batteries,
expired medicines, thermometers,
tube lights, bulbs, chemicals and nail
polish products.
The Housing and Urban Development
Department appealed to residents,
shopkeepers andinstitutionsto coop-
erate with field staff and adopt the
four bin waste segregation system to
help build a cleaner and healthier
Jammu and Kashmir.

Tarigami chairs Environment Committee meeting
Reviews eco-tourism policy, emphasizes destination

specific master plans for sustainable growth

(RA), reviews arrangements for upcoming Urs
Participates in Sharika Jayanti Celebrations at Sharika Devi Temple

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR]JULY 23: Dep-
uty Commissioner (DC)
Srinagar, Akshay Labroo,
today visited the Shrine of
Hazrat Sultan-ul-Arfeen
Sheikh Hamza Makhdoom
(R.A.) at Makhdoom Sahib
inShahr-e-Khaastoreview
preparations for the forth-
coming annual Urs.

He also visted Sharika
Devi temple at Hari Parbat
and participated in the
Sharika Jayanticelebrations.

During both visits, the
Deputy Commissioner took
stock of arrangements,
interacted with shrine and
temple management mem-
bers, devotees and Officers
and emphasized coordi-
nated efforts by all con-
cerned departments to

ensure smooth, peaceful
and hassle-free observance
of the religious occasions.
During the visitto Makh-
doom Sahib Shrine, the
Deputy Commissioner was
accompanied by Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner,
Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz, Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner Srinagar, Aadil

Fareed, IAS Probationer,
Alfred Thomas, Joint Com-
missioner SMC, Nuzhat
Qureshi, Chief Planning
Officer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar,
Chief Medical Officer, Dr
TahirSajad, Executive Engi-
neers of R&B, PHE, City,
KPDCL, Senior Officers of
Police & Traffic depart-
ments, besides, members of

Makhdoom Sahib Shrine
Management and other
concerned.The DCreviewed
the arrangements being put
in place for the annual Urs,
including water supply,
uninterrupted electricity,
transportservices, parking
and traffic management,
sanitation and cleanliness
measures, street lighting
and medical facilities.

Interacting with local
representatives, the DC
sought their suggestions for
furtherimproving facilities
for devotees expected to
participate in large num-
bers.The DC directed the
concerned departments to
ensure availability of ade-
quatedrinking water at the
shrine and maintain clean-
liness in and around the
premises. Heinstructed the
SMC Srinagar.

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JULY 2026:
MLA, Mohammad Yousuf
Tarigami today chaired a
meeting of the Committee
on Environment here at
Legislative Assembly Com-
plex to assess the imple-
mentation of the J&K Eco-
Tourism Policy and
environmental safeguards
across Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Legislators Professor
GharuRam, DrSajjad Shafi,
Showkat Hussain Ganie and
Javaid Riyaz Bedar.

The Committee was
apprised that the J&K Eco-
Tourism Policy is in the
advanced stages of formula-
tionand aims to establish a
framework for conservation
of natural resources, regula-
tion of tourism activities
and promotion of commu-
nity-based sustainable live-
lihoods.The Chairman laid
special emphasis on the
preparation of destination

specific Master plans for all
ecotourismdestinationsin
Jammu and Kashmir to
ensure planned develop-
ment, regulation of carrying
capacity, scientific waste
management and protec-
tion of biodiversity.

The Committee directed
that these Master Plans be
finalized in consultation
withthe experts,local com-
munities and relevant
stakeholderstoensure envi-
ronmentally sustainable
tourism growth across the
UT.The Committee under-

took a comprehensive
appraisal of major eco-
Tourism destinations, rev-
enue trends over the last
fiveyearsand environmen-
tal challenges confronting
the sector.The Chairman
reviewed the measures
taken to promote eco-
friendly tourism, including
declaration of tourist and
religious destinations as
plastic and polythene-free
zones.The Department
informed that awareness
programmesare being con-
ducted under national cam-

paigns such as Travel for
Life: Tourism for Tomorrow
and Swachhata Hi Seva.
Besides, enforcement mech-
anisms have been strength-
ened at destinations like
Dodhpathri and Youmarg.
Hedirected all CEOs of Tour-
ism Development Authori-
ties to submit destination-
wise details on plastic-free
initiatives and its enforce-
ment.The Committee
reviewed environmental
compliance by Tourism
Development Authorities,
the status of Sewage Treat-
ment Plants (STPs), includ-
ing proposed mini-STPs,
water quality, pollution
control, solid waste man-
agement, carrying capacity
of tourist destinations and
implementation of tourism
master plans. Particular
concernwas expressed over
environmentalissuesrelat-
ed toTawi Golf Club, Jammu,
degradation of wetlands
and illegal constructions
and encroachmentsin tour-
ist areas.
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Urdu Research Achieves Another

B GULFAMBARJI

Ahmedabad/July:23
Another significant mile-
stonein Urduresearch was
achieved at Gujarat
University"GU" asthe open
viva-voce of researcher
Sheikh Haseena AliMuham-
mad on her PhD thesis
"Mazhar-ul-Haq Alvi" Per-
sonality and Literary Con-
tribution was successfully
conducted at the School of
Languages.
The external examiner Prof.
Dr. Sajid Ali Qadri highly
appreciated the academic
quality of the thesisand the
researcher’s satisfactory

responses during the viva.
He recommended the
award of the PhD degree
and alsosuggested thatthe
thesis be published in book
formafterincorporatingthe
necessary revisions.The
research was carried out
under the supervision of Dr.

Nazema Ansari Associate
Professor at Gujarat Arts
and Science College "GSC".
This is the third successful
PhD completed under her
supervision marking
anotherimportantachieve-
ment in the promotion of
Urdu research at Gujarat

Umver51ty Speakingonthe
occasion Prof. Nutan Kotak,
Director of the School of
Languages, Prof. Mohiuddin
Bombaywala, Zainul Abi-
din Ansari, Member of the
Gujarat Urdu Academy,
social activist Yasmeen
Khan, and Sufi Irfan Qadri
described the achievement
as a welcome addition to
Gujarat'srichacademicand
literary tradition.The event
was attended by a large
number of teachers,
researchers, students and
literary enthusiasts, who
congratulated both the
researcher and her supervi-
sor on the successful com-
pletion of the research.

15-Day Summer TIE Workshop

Milestone at GU, PhD Thesis on Mazhar- Begms at Qangund Kashmir
ul-Haqg Alvi Recommended for Award

B HT News Network

Qazigund, JULY 23: A
15-day SUMMER TIE Work-
shop, organised by the
National School of Drama
(NSD), Theatre-in-Educa-
tion Centre, Srinagar,in col-
laboration with Shemstar
International School, Qazi-
gund, KASHMIR & J&K
ACADEMY OF ART CUL-
TURE AND LANGUAGES
commenced today at the
school campus hall.
The workshop has been
specially designed for chil-
dren in the age groups of
8-12yearsand 12-16years.
Through theatre-based
learning, the programme
aims to foster creativity,

confidence,communication
skills, teamwork, imagina-
tion, and the holistic devel-
opment of young partici-
pants.

The inaugural pro-
grammebeganwithawarm
welcome extended to the
NSD faculty by Mr. Idrees
Khan, Chief Administrative
Officer of Shemstar Inter-
national School. He appreci-
ated the initiative of the
National School of Drama

in bringing Theatre-in-
Education activities to the
students and expressed
confidence that the work-
shop would provide avalu-
able learning experience.
Addressing the participants,
Mr. Sandeep Chaudhary,
Workshop Director & Coor-
dinator TIE Center Srinagar
highlighted the significance
of Theatre-in-Education as
an effective educational
methodology that promotes

experiential learning, cre-
ativity, self-expression,
discipline, and personality
development among chil-
dren. He also shared the
vision of Mr. Chittaranjan
Tripathy, Director, National
School of Drama, of promot-
ing Theatre-in-Education
as a powerful medium for
education, cultural enrich-
ment, and social awareness
across the country.
Students from both age
groups enthusiastically par-
ticipated in the inaugural
session.

The workshop is being
conducted by

Mr. Sandeep Chaudhary
Workshop Director, & Coor-
dinator NSD TIE Centre,
Srinagar

Javed Rana reviews flood
relief, restoration measures

in Mendhar

B HT News Network

MENDHAR, JULY 23: Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest Ecology
Environment and Tribal Affairs Javed Ahmed Ranatoday chaired
a review meeting at Mendhar with the senior officers of the
district administration and the concerned departments to
assess the progress of relief, restoration and rehabilitation
measures in the flood-affected areas.

The officers briefed the Minister on the extent of damage
topublicinfrastructure, restoration of essential services, relief
operations and the status of damage assessment.

The Minister directed the officers to expedite restoration
works, ensure timely assistance to the affected families and
maintain close inter-departmental coordination to facilitate

early return to normalcy.

Javed Rana directed the district administration to receive
and scrutinise all relevant documents submitted by the
affected people to ensure that all genuine cases are processed
expeditiously for relief, compensation and rehabilitation in
accordance with the prescribed norms.

Addressing the affected residents, the Minister appealed to
them to extend full cooperation to the administration in
accurate assessment process. Heassured them that the govern-
ment would examine every eligible case with sympathy and

provide all possible assistance.

The Minister directed the Irrigation and Flood Control
Department to take immediate measures for restoration of
breaches at various vulnerable points along the Mankote Nal-
lah and other affected locations. He also issued on-the-spot
instructions to the department to prepare Detailed Project
Reports (DPRs) for all sites damaged by the floods, covering
both the temporary restoration works for immediate relief
and permanent measures to strengthen flood protection
infrastructure and mitigate future risks.

He further directed the district administration and all line
departments to work in close coordination and ensure imme-
diate restoration of all essential services. He instructed the
officers to expedite damage assessment and ensure that relief
reaches every affected household without any delay.

DC Srinagar visits Flood Control Room at Ram Munshi
Bagh, assesses situation arising of inclement weather

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR JULY 23: In
view of the inclement
weather, Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC)Srinagar, Akshay
Labroo, who is also the
Chairman of the District
Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA), today
visited the Flood Control
Room at Ram MunshiBagh
andreviewed the prevailing
situationand preparedness
measures put in place.

During the visit, the DC
chaired a comprehensive
review meeting with senior
Officers and assessed the
current water levels, gauge
readings, discharge trends
andreadiness of the depart-
ments to respond effec-
tively toany emerging situ-
ation.At the outset, the
Deputy Commissioner was
briefed about the latest
gauge readings, status of
River Jhelum and its tribu-
taries and the mechanism
established for round-the-
clock monitoring and dis-

—]
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semination of real-time
information. He also
reviewed the contingency
measures beingimplement-
ed by various departments
to tackle any emerging
situation.Stressing the need
for constant vigilance, the
DC directed the Irrigation
&Flood Control Department
andotherline departments
to maintain uninterrupted
monitoring of all gauge sta-
tions and vulnerable loca-
tions. Heinstructed Officers

toclosely trackthe evolving
situation, maintain real-
time data analysis and
ensure timely dissemina-
tion of updates to facilitate
prompt decision-making.
The Chairman DDMA
directed the concerned
Departments to undertake
strengthening and protec-
tive measures at all identi-
fied vulnerable spots well
inadvance and ensure swift
action in case of any emer-
gentsituation.Emphasizing

the importance of close
coordination among all
stakeholders, the DC called
for an efficient prepared-
ness and response mecha-
nism to evolving situation.
He directed Officers to
remain in a state of readi-
ness by mobilizing man-
power, machinery and
resources, particularly at
vulnerable locations.The
DC/Chairman DDMA under-
scored the need for seam-
less coordinationamongthe
Revenue teams, Police,
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF), Sri-
nagar Municipal Corpora-
tion (SMC), Fire & Emer-
gency Services and other
concerned agencies for
seamless and coordinated
preparedness efforts. He
directed the concerned
agencies to pre-position
adequate manpower, rescue
teams and essential equip-
ment besides mobilizing
field staffinadvance, espe-
cially in vulnerable areas.

DC Rajouri restricts movement and
construction in flood-affected Bela Colony

B HT News Network

RAJOURI, JULY 23: Dis-
trict Magistrate Rajouri
Abhishek Sharma has pro-
hibited publicand vehicular
movement and suspended
all construction activity in
flood-affected BelaMarket
and Bela Colony following
severe flooding caused by
the Rajouri Tawi River dur-
ing the intervening night of

July 18-19, 2026.

The order, issued under
Section 163 of the Bharati-
ya Nagarik Suraksha San-
hita(BNSS),2023,read with
relevant provisions of the
Disaster Management Act,
2005, follows technical
assessments by the Irriga-
tionand Flood Control Divi-
sion. GPS-based mapping
and geo-referenced inunda-
tion data confirmed that
floodwaters extended

beyond the normal river-
bank, causing erosion, land
instability and a continued
threat to life and property.

Entry, movement and
assembly by unauthorised
persons and civilian vehi-
cles in the notified areas
stand prohibited with
immediate effect.All con-
struction-related activities,
includingexcavation, earth-
filling, foundation work,
erection or repair of struc-

tures,dumping of material,
deployment of machinery
and any alteration in land
use, have been suspended.
No such activity may be
undertaken without writ-
ten permission from the
District Magistrate and
clearance from the compe-
tent technical authorities.

The restrictions will
remain until hydrological,
hydraulic and land-use
assessmentsare completed.

DC Reasi reviews measures for
removal of National Highway

encroachments

B HT News Network

REASI, JULY 23: Deputy
Commissioner Reasi Kumar
Abhlshek today chalred a

meeting toreviewimplemen-
tationof the directionsissued
by the Hon'ble Supreme Court
of Indiaregarding removal of
unauthorised encroachments
from National Highways.
The Deputy Commissioner
directed toconductacompre-
hensive survey of National
Highway stretches within
theirrespective jurisdictions,
identify all unauthorised
encroachments and initiate
removal in accordance with
prescribed legal procedures.
The Revenue Department,
NHAI PWD and other agen-
cies concerned were instruct-

ed to workin close coordina-
tion for prompt

implementation.
The DC emphasised strict
compliance with the Hon'ble

Supreme Court'sdirections to
ensure road safety, maintain
theRight of Way (ROW)along
National Highways and pre-
vent unauthorised encroach-
ments that poserisks to com-
muters.

Amongthose present were
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Rakesh Kumar, Assis-
tant Commissioner Revenue
Reasi, Sub-Divisional Magis-
trates of Katra, Mahore and
Dharmari, Project Director
NHAIUdhampur, representa-
tives of 57/58/110 RCC GREF,
Executive Engineers of PWD
(R&B) and Tehsildars.

DC Udhampur reviews TB Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan progress in district

B HT News Network

UDHAMPUR, JULY 23: Deputy Commissioner Udham-
pur Minga Sherpa today chaired a meeting with Health
Department officerstoreview the progress of the TB Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan.Chief Medical Officer Udhampur Dr Anil
Manhas and District Tuberculosis Officer Dr Anil Saloch
presented the district's performance, covering tubercu-
losis detection, treatment outcomes, screening coverage,
Ni-Kshay Mitra registrations and other key indicators.

The Deputy Commissioner directed the Health Depart-
menttoexpand TBtesting, strengthen diagnostic facilities
andensure timely identification and treatment of patients.
He called for enhanced counselling services, greater
involvement of frontline health workers.

DC Ramban Assesses Restoration of National
Highway Amid Heavy Rainfall

Issues Directions for Public Safety and Restoration Works

B HT News Network

RAMBAN, JULY 23: Dep-
uty Commissioner Ramban,
Mohammad Alyas Khan,
today conducted anon-the-
spotinspection of the Jam-
mu-Srinagar National High-
way (NH-44) fromRamban
to Banihal to assess the
impactof continuous heavy
rainfall over the past two
days and review the ongo-
ing restoration works. He
alsoreviewed the progress
of restoration works on
internal link roads across
the district.The Deputy
Commissioner was accom-
panied by Senior Superin-
tendent of Police (SSP)Ram-
ban Arun Gupta, SSP Traffic
NHW Raja AdilHamid, Sub-
Divisional Magistrate (SDM)
Banihal Mohammed Nas-

eeb Bajraan, besides other
senior officers of the civil
and police administration.

During the inspection,
the Deputy Commissioner
reviewed the clearance
operationsbeing carried out
by the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
at vulnerable locations

affected by landslides and
shooting stones. While the
highway has largely been
cleared, traffic continues to
remainsuspended asapre-
cautionary measure due to
the persistent risk of shoot-
ing stones at vulnerable
stretches.The Deputy Com-
missioner directed all con-

cerned departments to
maintain close coordination
and ensure that vehicular
trafficis allowed only after
the Traffic Department
issues the necessary clear-
ance and travel advisory.
He appealed to the public
tostrictly follow alladviso-
riesissued by the Police and
Traffic authorities through
official communication
channelsand advised com-
muters to avoid non-essen-
tial travel on the National
Highway until weather
conditions improve and
official clearance is issued.
Inview of the continuous
rainfall and the rise in the
water level of the Chenab
River, local nallahs and
streams, the Deputy Com-
missionerdirected the con-
cerned departments.

DC Poonch Inspects Water Pumping Stations in
the Aftermath of Flash Floods and Landslides

B HT News Network

POONCH,JULY 23: Inthe
aftermath of recent flash
floods and landslides, Dep-
uty Commissioner Poonch,
Sh. Ashok Kumar Sharma,
today inspected various
water pumping stations to
assess the damage and
review the status of drink-
ing water supply.

Duringthe visit, the Dep-
uty Commissioner thor-
oughly inspected the func-
tioning of the pumping
stations and took stock of
the water supply arrange-
ments. He reviewed the
impactofthe recent natural
calamity on the water sup-
plyinfrastructureandinter-
acted with the concerned
officials regarding the res-
toration and maintenance
ofthesystem.The DCdirect-
ed the concerned Executive

Engineer and officials of the
Jal Shakti Department to
take immediate measures
for the restoration and
smooth functioning of all
affected pumping stations.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also visited the riv-
erbed, where he inspected

the protection bund dam-
aged during the flashfloods
and assessed the condition
of other flash flood-affect-
ed sites in the district.

He directed the con-
cerned authorities to take
prompt measures for the
restorationand strengthen-

ing of the damaged protec-
tion infrastructure and
ensure timely action at
vulnerable locations.

During the visit, the Dep-
uty Commissioner also
interacted with the local
public and listened to their
issues and concerns. He
assured them that their
genuine problemswould be
addressed on priority and
that all possible support
would be extended by the
district administration for
relief, restoration and reha-
bilitation in the affected
areas.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Poonch,. Tahir
Mustafa Malik; ACR,
Muhammad Sayeed; XEN
JPDCL, Aftab Ahmed; CEO
Municipality, Khalil Ahmed
Banday and other con-
cerned officers accompa-
nied the Deputy Commis-
sioner during the visit.
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When the Rains Return,

So Does Isolation

Recurring Closures of NH-44 Expose the
Urgent Need for Resilient Infrastructure in J&K

(NH-44) once again due to adverse weatheris more than

a routine traffic advisory—it is a reminder of a chronic
vulnerability that continues to haunt Jammu and Kashmir. Every
monsoon, heavy rainfall triggers landslides, shooting stones, road
subsidence, and prolonged highway closures, disrupting lives,
crippling the economy, and, tragically, claiming innocent lives.

Despite decadesof planningand the expenditure of thousands
of crores of rupees on highway development, tunnels, slope sta-
bilization, and widening projects, the dream of uninterrupted
all-weather connectivity between Jammu and Kashmir remains
frustratingly distant. The region continues to depend onahighway
thatbecomes unreliable at the very time when it is needed most.

Therecentclosure of NH-44is only the latest chapterinarecur-
ring story. Just a day earlier, a couple lost their lives while five
others sustained injuries after a massive boulder struck their
vehicle on the highway. Such incidents are no longer isolated
accidents but painful reminders of the dangers posed by unstable
slopesandinadequate protection measures. Every life lost on this
vital corridor raises difficult questions about whether enough has
been done to anticipate and mitigate these risks.

Theeconomic consequencesare equallyalarming. During last
year's harvesting season, large stretches of NH-44 suffered ex-
tensive damage after being washed away by heavy rains at mul-
tiple locations. The disruption resulted in losses worth crores of
rupeesastruckscarryingapples, vegetables,and other perishables
remained stranded for days. Farmers, transporters, traders, and
businessesall paid a heavy price forthe breakdown of the Valley's
only major surface lifeline.

Engineering projects of this scale should not merely focus on
constructing roads; they must be designed to withstand the in-
creasingly unpredictable forces of nature. Climate change has
made extreme weather events more frequent and intense, mak-
ingconventional engineering solutionsinadequate. Infrastructure
planningtoday demandsaforward-lookingapproachthatintegrates
advanced geological assessments, climate resilience, effective
drainage systems, slope reinforcement, real-time monitoring,
and continuous maintenance.

The Chenani-Nashri and Banihal-Qazigund tunnels have un-
doubtedly improved travel and reduced journey times. However,
the remaining vulnerable stretches continue to expose commut-
ers to landslides, shooting stones, and flash floods. Unless these
weak links are comprehensively addressed, isolated engineering
successes cannot deliver the reliable all-weather connectivity
that the region deserves.

Authorities deserve appreciation for prioritising public safety
by suspending traffic whenever conditions become dangerous.
Preventive closures save lives and should remain a cornerstone
of highway management. However, emergency responses cannot
substitute for long-term solutions. A highway that closes repeat-
edly with every spell of heavy rain cannot be regarded as truly
all-weather.

There is an urgent need to revisit the planning philosophy
behind highway developmentinthe Himalayanregion.Investments
must extend beyondroad constructiontoincludescientifichazard
mapping, advanced early-warning systems, protective galleries,
rockfall barriers, better drainage infrastructure, and continuous
geotechnical surveillance. Every project must be evaluated not
onlyforitsimmediate utility butalsoforitsresilience over decades
of changing climatic conditions.

For Jammu and Kashmir, NH-44 is far more than a road. It is
the region's economic artery, medical lifeline, tourism corridor,
andstrategiclinkwiththerestofthe country.Everyclosureisolates
communities, interrupts commerce, delays essential supplies,
and places additional burdens on ordinary citizens.

The recurring disruption of NH-44 should serve as a wake-up
call. Nature cannot be controlled, but its risks can certainly be
anticipated and managed through sound engineering, scientific
planning, and sustained maintenance. The people of Jammu and
Kashmir deserve infrastructure that inspires confidence rather
than uncertainty. Until resilience becomes the defining principle
of development, every monsoon will continue to bring not only
rain but also fear, disruption, and avoidable tragedy.

The closure of the Jammu-Srinagar National Highway

Artificial Intelligence and Education
in Jammu and Kashmir: Opportunity,
Inequality, and the Future of Learning

L_‘L’ N

Mr. Aamir Hussain

Introduction: The Arrival of a New Educational Age

Educationis entering anew technological phase. Artificial
Intelligence (Al) isnolonger confined toresearch laboratories
or technology companies; it is increasingly influencing class-
rooms, universities, teaching methods, academic research,
andtheway studentsaccess knowledge. Al-poweredtools can
explain difficult concepts, assist with translation, generate
educational material, supportpersonalisedlearning,and help
teachers prepare lessons and assessments.

For Jammu and Kashmir, the emergence of Artificial Intel-
ligence presents both an opportunity and a challenge. The
region possesses a diverse educational landscape shaped by
geographical, social, economic, and infrastructural differ-
ences. Alhasthe potential to overcome some ofthese barriers
by expanding access to knowledge and providing educational
support beyond the physical classroom. However, unequal
access to devices, internet connectivity, digital skills, and
technological resources could also create a new form of edu-
cational inequality.

The central question is therefore not simply whether Arti-
ficial Intelligence willinfluence educationinJammuand Kash-
mir. The more important question is whether its benefits will
be accessible to all students or whether Al will primarily ben-
efit those who already possess better educational and tech-
nological resources.

Al and the Possibility of Educational Transformation

Artificial Intelligence can significantly expand the possi-
bilities of learning. A student living in a remote area may use
Al-assisted educational tools to receive explanations of com-
plextopics,improve languageskills, translate academic mate-
rial, or obtain additional academic support beyond school
hours. Al can also support personalised learning by allowing
students to receive explanations and exercises according to
their individual learning needs.

For teachers, Al can assist in lesson planning, question-
paper preparation, assessment design, translation, creation
of educational resources, and the development of differenti-
ated learning materials. In a region as geographically and
linguistically diverseas Jammuand Kashmir,suchtechnologies
could potentially help teachers respond more effectively to
the varied needs of learners.

However, technology should notbe confused with education
itself. Education is not merely the delivery of information. It
involves mentorship, discipline, critical thinking, creativity,
moral development, social interaction, and the development
of independent judgement. Al can support these processes,
but it cannot replace the human relationship at the centre of
teaching and learning.

The Digital Divide: The Most Important Challenge

Thegreatestchallengeintheintroductionof Alintoeduca-
tionisthedigital divide. AccesstoArtificial Intelligencerequires
more than the availability of software. Students need reliable
internet connectivity, suitable digital devices, electricity,
digital literacy, and the ability to use technology responsibly.

Official UDISE+ data for 2023-24 recorded 24,296 schools
inJammu and Kashmir. Of these, 1,353 schools were recorded
ashavingfunctionalintegrated teaching-learning devices/PC
facilities, representing5.6% of all schools. The dataalso showed
a considerable difference between government and private
schoolsinthis particularindicator: 2.9% of governmentschools
and 14.6% of private unaided schools were recorded as having
suchfacilities. Thesefigures underlinetheimportance ofensur-
ingthattechnological advancement does nothecome concen-

The views and opinions expressed in this article are solely those of the author and do not reflect the editorial policy of Headlines Today at all and in any manner.
We assumes no responsibility or liability for the accuracy, completeness, or consequences of the views expressed therein....

trated in institutions that already possess greater resources.

These statistics should not be interpreted as a complete
measure of every form of digital access. Nevertheless, they
highlight a significant policy concern. If Al becomes increas-
ingly important in education, students who lack adequate
devices, connectivity,andinstitutional support may find them-
selves at a disadvantage.

Thefuturecould thereforewitnessanew educational divide.
The question may no longer be simply who has access to a
school or teacher, but who has access to advanced digital
learning tools.

Geographyand Educational Inequality inJammuandKash-
mir

Thegeographical character of Jammuand Kashmir makes
the issue of digital inclusion particularly important. Students
in urban centres may have greater access to smartphones,
computers, broadband services, private educational institu-
tions, and digital platforms. Students in remote rural and
mountainous areas may face greater challenges related to
connectivity,infrastructure, affordability,andaccesstotrained
personnel.

Artificial Intelligence could help overcome geographical
barriers, but only if the basic digitalinfrastructureis available.
An Al-based educational platform cannot benefit a student
who lacks a suitable device or reliable internet access.

Thismeansthattheintroductionof Almustbeaccompanied
byabroaderinvestmentindigitalinfrastructure. The objective
should not merely be to introduce sophisticated technology
into selected institutions. The larger goal should be to make
technology an instrument of educational inclusion.

The Teacher in the Age of Artificial Intelligence

The growing influence of Al has raised concerns about the

Al & EDUCATION IN
JAMMU & KASHMIR

OPPORTUNITY | INEQUALITY | THE FUTUS

futurerole ofteachers. Somefearthat technology may eventu-
allyreplaceeducators. Suchaview, however, failstorecognise
the wider purpose of education.

Al can process information, generate content, identify
patterns, and provide automated assistance. A teacher, how-
ever,understands the socialand emotional contextof students.
Ateacher motivates, guides, encourages, corrects,and devel-
ops the intellectual and moral capacities of learners.

Thereal challenge is therefore not whether Al will replace
teachers butwhetherteachers will be adequately prepared to
use Al.

Teacher-training programmes must increasingly include
digital literacy and responsible Aluse. Teachers should be able
to evaluate Al-generated information, identify inaccuracies,
protectstudent privacy,andteach students howtouse technol-
ogy ethically. Al should be regarded as a tool that strengthens
the teacher's capacity rather than as a substitute for the
teacher.

Al, Academic Integrity, and Critical Thinking

The use of Artificial Intelligence also creates important
questionsaboutacademicintegrity. Altools canhelp students
understand difficult concepts and improve their learning.
However, their irresponsible use may encourage copying,
plagiarism, intellectual dependence, and the submission of
work that students have notindependently understood.

This raises a fundamental question about the purpose of
education. Is education merely about producing answers, or
is it about developing the capacity to think?

The answer must be clear. Education must continue to
cultivateindependentthinking. Studentsshould be encouraged
touseAlfor brainstorming, clarification, revision,and learning

support, butthey mustalso be taughtto verify informationand
develop their own arguments.

This is especially important in subjects such as history,
political science, and the social sciences. Knowledge in these
disciplinesinvolves evidence, interpretation, debate,and com-
peting perspectives. Al-generated information must therefore
be examined critically rather than accepted automatically.

The future student must not merely become a user of Ar-
tificial Intelligence. The student must become an intelligent
evaluator of information.

Language, Culture, and Local Knowledge

Jammu and Kashmir possesses a rich linguistic and cul-
tural diversity. Al-basedtranslationand language technologies
could potentially make educational material more accessible
in languages such as Urdu, Kashmiri, Dogri, and other re-
gional languages.

However, technological development mustremainsensitive
to local linguistic and cultural realities. Al systems developed
primarily around dominant global languages may not always
adequately understand regional vocabulary, cultural refer-
ences, historical contexts, and local knowledge traditions.

The development of educational technology for Jammu
and Kashmir should therefore include greater attention to
local languages and regional content. The use of Al should not
result in the disappearance of local knowledge from the edu-
cational process. Instead, technology should help preserve,
document, and expand access to local intellectual and cul-
tural traditions.

Jammu and Kashmir's Emerging Al Policy Context

The question of Al is not entirely external to the policy
environment of Jammuand Kashmir. The Jammuand Kashmir
Artificial Intelligence Framework identifies severalimportant
areas, includingskillingand education, governance, ethicsand
privacy, research and innovation, and security in Al. This pro-
vides a broader policy framework within which the educa-
tional use of Al can be developed.

Thesignificance of suchaframework liesinthe recognition
that Artificial Intelligence cannot be treated merely as a tech-
nologicalissue. Itisalsoconnected witheducation,employment,
research, governance, privacy, and social development.

In 2026, the Department of Skill Development also issued
an order relating to the identification of departmental Al use
cases under the India Al Mission, indicating that Al-related
institutional planning is becoming part of the broader admin-
istrative landscape. This makes it increasingly important for
educational institutions to prepare students and teachers for
an economy and society in which Al will play a growing role.

The Need for an Inclusive Al Strategy

Asuccessful Al strategy for educationinJammuand Kash-
mir should focus on several priorities.

First, digitalinfrastructure must be strengthened, particu-
larlyinunderservedandremoteareas. Second, teachers must
receive systematic training in the responsible use of Al. Third,
schools and educational institutions should develop clear
guidelinesregardingacademicintegrity, privacy, misinforma-
tion,and the ethical use of Al. Fourth, students must be taught
Alliteracy—not merely howtouse Altools, buthowto question
and evaluate the information produced by them.

Finally, educational technology should be adapted to local
realities. The development of digital resources in regional
languages and the integration of local history and culture into
Al-supportedlearning can maketechnology morerelevantand
inclusive.

Conclusion: Technology Must Serve Educational Justice

Thedebatesurrounding Artificial Intelligenceand education
must move beyond both technological enthusiasm and tech-
nological fear. Al is neither an automatic solution to educa-
tionalinequality noraninevitable threatto the teaching profes-
sion. Itsimpactwill depend upon howitisintroduced, whocan
access it, and what educational objectives guide its use.

For Jammu and Kashmir, Artificial Intelligence offers an
important opportunity toexpandaccesstoknowledge, support
teachers, improve learning, and overcome certain geograph-
ical barriers. Yet technological progress must not be allowed
to create another layer of inequality.

The central challenge is not simply to bring Artificial Intel-
ligence into classrooms. It is to ensure that its benefits reach
students from different geographical, social, and economic
backgrounds.
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A Drizzle
Becomes a
Flood: The Cost
of Choked
Waterways.

AN
Javaid Bhat

n recent years, a disturbing trend has emerged
across many towns and villages: a slight spell of
rain is enough to flood roads, inundate markets,
waterlog residential areas, and disrupt daily life.
What was once considered normal rainfall is now
increasingly being viewed asathreat. While climate change
and changing weather patterns may be contributing factors,
the primary cause liesmuch closer tohome,ourown neglect
of rivers, streams, canals, and natural drainage channels.
For generations, these rivers, streams, canals, springs,
and wetlands were the lifelines of our communities. Long
before the advent of piped water supply schemes, these
water bodies were the primary sources of drinking water
for peopleandlivestock. Their crystal clear waters sustained

households, irrigated fields, and supported a rich diversity
of aquatic life. Elders still recall a time when people drank
directly from streamswithout fear of contamination. Today,
that memory stands in stark contrast to reality.

Many of these once-pristine water bodies have now
been transformed into dumping yards. Instead of clean
flowing water, one finds heaps of household waste, plastic
bags, food wrappers, disposable diapers, sanitary pads,
empty bottles, polythene packets, broken householditems,
discarded clothing, and construction debris. What were
oncesourcesof lifeand nourishment have become channels
of pollution and disease.

The growing presence of non-biodegradable waste is
particularlyalarming. Diapers, plasticwrappers, packaging
materials,and single-use plastics remaininthe environment
fordecades. Duringrainfall, these materials are washedinto
drains, streams, and canals, where they become trapped
among vegetation and sediment, obstructing the natural
flow of water. As a result, even a brief shower can lead to
overflowing drains, flooded roads, submerged fields, and
waterlogged residential areas.

The shrinkingof rivers and canals due toencroachments
and unchecked dumpinghas furtherworsened the situation.
In many places, natural waterways have lost a substantial
portion of their original width. Channels that once carried
large volumes of water now struggle to accommodate even
moderate rainfall. Consequently, rainwater has no free
passage and spills over into surrounding areas, causing
avoidable flooding and damage.

The environmental consequences are equally severe.
Polluted waterways contaminate groundwater, threaten
aquatic ecosystems, and pose serious public health risks.
Stagnantpools created by blocked channelsbecomebreeding
grounds for mosquitoes and other disease-carryinginsects.
The contamination of water bodies that once provided safe
drinking waterrepresentsnotonly anenvironmental tragedy
but also the loss of an invaluable natural heritage.

Perhaps the greatest irony is that the very streams and
canalsourancestors protected as precious sources of drinking
water are today being treated as convenient dumpingsites.
Household refuse that should be properlymanagedisroutinely
thrownintothesewaterbodies, reflectingagrowingdisconnect
between societyand the environmentuponwhichitdepends.

Addressing this crisis requires urgent and coordinated
action.Restoring waterways to their original dimensions,
and strictly enforce environmental regulations. Equally
important is the need for widespread public awareness.
Every citizen must understand that dumping waste into
streamsand canals ultimately harms the entire community.

The responsibility, however, does not rest solely with
government agencies. Households mustadopt proper waste
disposal practices, reduce dependence onsingle use plastics,
andrecognize thevalue of preserving natural waterresources.
Community participation in cleaning and protecting local
water bodies can playacrucial role inreversing the damage
already done.

Nature has provided us with an efficient system for
managingrainwaterand sustaininglife. Itishumannegligence
that has obstructed and polluted these natural channels.
Unless immediate corrective measures are taken, floods,
waterlogging, pollution, and environmental degradation
will continue to intensify.

The choice before us is clear;continue allowing our
rivers, streams, and canals to become dumping grounds, or
restore themto their rightful place as clean, flowinglifelines
forfuturegenerations. The health, safety,and environmental
well-being of our communities depend on the path we
choose today.
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Flood Fury In Pir

Rayaz Malik

eflashfloods,landslides,land

sinking, mudslides,landerosion

and connected processes are

naturally caused due to heavy

rainfall and are commonly
observedinmonsoonseason. Butforthelast
two to three decades, it is experienced that
there is a random downpour in most of the

rain when it is essential for farming and
otherpurposes. Thisisabothersomesituation
for sustenance of mankind and the life on
planet earth.

Theexpertssay that due toindustrialisationand
developmentinthe successive millenniumthere has
beenecologicalimbalance. Naturalbodies have been
disturbed and interrupted by the today’s modern
man. Forbuildingroads, tunnels, railways and other
projectsandinfrastructures, forestsare cutand natural
vegetation and plants and removed. Agricultural
land is being converted and used for construction,
residential and other purposes whichis in violation
ofland userules. Therivers, streams and other water
bodies are being encroached uponand their courses
are narrowed and changed. Natural water flow and
quantity are disturbed by such advances towards
these bodies. The government rules are violated in
order to construct the buildings for residential and
commercial purposes near to rivers and nallahs.
These water bodies also get polluted due to flowing
of waste waterinto themand thus making this water
unsafefordrinkingand even foragricultural purposes.

Thereisnodoubt that science hasequipped man
with reason and vision. He has done miracles in
presenteraand invented the machineryand modern
equipment for the service and comfort of nation. But
we also have to think upon that all these progresses

BEFORE FLOOD

AFTER FLOOD

have died.

disasters for humankind.

The government in consultation with scientists,
environmentalists, geologists, engineers and other
experts may aware the people and publicize the
scientificguidelines. Theyshall setrulesandimplement
onground fordevelopinginfrastructure, construction
ofbuildingsandland use. Although there have already
been set guidelines issued by the government still
thereisneed ofmoreclaritywithstricterimplementation
ofsameinthefield Duetooverlookingthe consequences
of above given natural hazards and violation of such
guidelinesworldwide, there hasbeensuddenincrease
of such disasters as seen post 2000's. The majority
of States / UTs in India including the north region
have been affected due to the flash floods in near
pastThemostrecentflashfloodshavebeenexperienced

businesses and livelihood gone and dozens of cattle

If I discuss the Rajouri district here, the people
inKotranka(Budhal), Thannamandi, Darhaland the
proper Rampur town have been affected due to
torrentialrainand flood. The Darhaliriver comprising
ofrivuletsfromThannamandiand Darhal has caused
and coziness of our lives may not become acauseof ~ more than expected devastation in the town. Flash
floods hit Rajouriaround 3 to4 amin early morning
onJuly 19,2026. Due to incessant overnight rainfall
river water overflowed and breached flood walls.
This caused inundation of new Bus Stand, Bhella
Park, low-lyinglocalitiesin Bhella Colony, residences
and shops in Madina Colony (Ward No. 2) towards
AbdullahBridge. The periphery market of BhellaBus
Stand alongside the road from Kikkarmorh to Youghal
Sons was severely hit which caused much loss to
shopowners. The floodingimpacted over 100 houses
and several publicand private structuresinthe town.
Dozens of parked vehicles and public structures at
the Bela bus stand were swept away and ruined by
gushing currents of water, Two young boys in Malik
Market, near Jhullah Bridge and a person from

Panjal: An Overview

v in Chenab Valley, Pir Panjal region comprising of
: Poonch and Rajouri districts and few other parts in
Jammu & Kashmir in July 2026. As per news, the
cloud bursts occurred in hilly areas in Poonch and
Rajouri districts which caused excess water to flow
in rivers and streams. This has wreaked a havoc in
boththe districtsincluding the upper and low-lying
areas.Dozens of human lives have been lost and few
aremissing due toflashfloodsand landslidesinboth
the districts. The tragedy of loss of two different
entire families (about 7-9 members)in summer mud
housesin highland pastures of Surankote and Loran
(Mandi)in Poonch s no less than a mini-doomsday
for their relatives and the local residents. In this
catastrophe, the properties worth crores have been
damaged, theagriculturalland ofthousands of kanals,
residential houses, shopsand many roads destroyed
time in a year. Sometimes there is deficitof ~ and washed away by the raging flood water, the

andlost theirlives. Thereisalsolikelihood of missing
of several other people in the town and other parts
due to floods. It will come to know only after the
normalisation of weather in the region.

In order to mitigate the consequences of flash
floods and such catastrophes in future, particularly
to save the affected Rajouri town from Kheora side
viaBhellaBusStand/concretebridge towards Abdullah
Bridge /GujjarMandi, following measuresaresuggested:

1. Theoriginalandold coursesofriversand
water bodies may not be altered and encroached by
any means.

2. Nonew public or private constructions |
structure and establishments may be allowed to be
made within 1 km in either side of river or streams.

3. All the residential or commercial
establishments already made near to water bodies
mayimmediately be gotvacated by the government.
Ratherthandemolishing these structures, they may
be putinuseononly day-time basis for official purpose
by government. Such occupants may be allotted
plotsof equivalent size and shifted at safer locations
in the town.

4, Afforestation and plantation drives may
be conducted on the vacant land near the riversand
streams for making the land stronger and more water
absorbing.

5. Whenroadsandtunnelsare constructed,
utmost care be taken in cutting the earth and trees
and plants for judicious use. High and strong concrete
protection walls  bandhs may be raised to stop the
soilerosionand landslides fromsuch cuttingsalongside
theroadsandnearthe tunnelendings. Alarge number
oftreescanbe planted onsuchcliffsandland alongside
the roads to minimise the erosion and preventing
the landslides. This will minimise the ecological
balance.

6. Apart from this, worldwide guidelines
may be framed and publicized to prevent, dissipate
and minimise the heatand pollutiongenerated from
industrialisation processes and other machinery
including vehicles used by public or government.

7. In order to prevent the affected areas of
Rajouritownfromfutureflood waters,awide, concrete
and about 30 to 40 feet high flood protection wall
may be constructed on left bank of Darhali river
alongside Bhella Bus Stand road from Kikkar Morh
near Petrol Pump upto Youghal Sons near concrete
bridge extending towards Abdullah Bridge.

8. Thecourseofriverwhichitmadetowards
the residential areas in Bhella Colony and the street
leading to Madina Colony and around the premises
ofRajouri Public School during recent floods may be
changed towards right bank through heavy duty
machinery to prevent the entry of river water in the
residential areas.

9. Aprotectionwall as said above may also
beraisedalongsideriverbankinMalikmarket starting
from Abdullah and Jhulla Bridges downwards on
which residential and commercial buildings have
been severely destroyed.10. Nomoreconstruction
alongtheriverbankmaybeallowedby the government

Pakistan is Between
Scylla and Charyhdis

Dr Ratan Bhattacharjee

akistantodaystandsatacrossroads

where its internal contradictions,

longsuppressedunderthe weight

of military dominance and ideo-

logicalrigidity,havebeguntoerupt
in full public view. On the one side there is the
Balochistan declaration of Independence with
their own national flag and on the other there is
the violent POJK unrest. It is now between
Scyllaand Charybdis. Whatwasoncewhispered
in drawing rooms of Islamabad or discussed
cautiously inacademiccirclesis now beingpro-
claimed openly in the streets of Muzaffarabad,
Quetta, Gwadar,and Turbat. The voices of Mau-
lanaFazlurRehmaninPakistanoccupied Jammu
Kashmir (POJK), the fiery declarations of Dr.
MahrangBaloch,andtherelentless mobilization
bySarfarazBugtireflectadeepertruth: Pakistan's
political map, drawn hurriedly in 1947 and sus-
tained through decades of coercion, is under
unprecedented strain. The idea of Pakistan
breaking into pieces is no longer a rumour; it is
alivedanxiety,apolitical possibility,andasocial
tremor that is shaking the foundations of the
state.The crisis did not emerge overnight. Pak-
istan’s structural fragility is rooted in its very
formation—a state built not on linguistic, cul-
tural, or civilizational unity but on a singular
religiousidentity thatcould neveraccommodate
the diversity of its peoples.

Fromthe violent suppression of Bengalis in
1971 tothe ongoing militarizationof Balochistan
and the disenfranchisement of POK and Gilgit
Baltistan, Pakistan’s political architecture has
relied onforceratherthan consent. The military
establishment, the most powerfulinstitutionin
the country, has historically treated peripheral
regions as colonies rather than constituents.
This colonial mindset has produced a cycle of
resistance, repression,and renewedresistance.
Today, that cycle has reached a breaking point.
In POJK, Maulana Fazlur Rehman’s recent
speeches have electrified the population. His
open criticism of Islamabad’s policies and his
assertion that the people of POJK must reclaim
their political agency mark a dramatic shift in
the region’s political discourse. For decades,
POJK was kept under tight control, its elections
manipulated, its leaders handpicked, and its
people fed a narrative of “Azadi” that served
Pakistan’s geopolitical ambitions rather than
the aspirations of Kashmiris.

But the ground reality has changed. Eco-
nomic deprivation, lack of infrastructure, un-
employment, and the visible contrast with the
developmentinIndianadministered Jammuand
Kashmirhave createdanew consciousness. The
people of POK are asking uncomfortable ques-
tions: Why doeslslamabadtreatthemassecond
class citizens? Why are their natural resources
exploitedwithoutbenefittothelocal population?
Why is dissent met with intimidation? Fazlur

Rehman’s campaign has tapped into this grow-
ingfrustration,and hiswords resonatebecause
they articulate what many have long felt but
feared to express.

The situation in Balochistan is even more
volatile.Dr.MahrangBaloch,ayoungand coura-
geous activist, has become the face of a move-
mentthatrefusestobesilenced. Her speeches,
delivered before massive crowds, speak of
enforced disappearances, extrajudicial killings,
and the systematic plunder of Balochistan’s
resources. The Baloch people have endured
decades of military operations, displacement,
andhumiliation. Theirgrievancesarenotabstract;
they are etched into the daily lives of families
who have lost sons, brothers, and fathers to the
machinery of the state. Sarfaraz Bugti, though
part of the political establishment, has also
acknowledged the depth of Baloch anger. His
statements reflect a recognition that the old
methods of control—fear, force, and propa-
ganda—no longer work. The Baloch demand is
notmerelyforautonomy;itisfor dignity,justice,
and the right to determine their own future.

Pakistan’s internal fragmentation is also
fueled by economic collapse. The country’s fi-
nancial crisis has exposed the hollowness of its
governancemodel. Withinflationsoaring, foreign
reserves depleted, and international lenders
demanding structural reforms, Pakistan’s abil-
ity to maintain control over its provinces has
weakened. Economicdesperationhasintensified
regional disparities. Punjab, the traditional
power center, continues to receive dispropor-
tionate resources, while Sindh, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Balochistan, and POK suffer neglect.
This imbalance has created resentment that is
now spilling into political mobilization. When
people cannot afford food, electricity, or fuel,
theybegintoquestionthelegitimacy ofthe state
itself.

Therise of social media has furtheracceler-
ated the unraveling. For decades, Pakistan’s
military controlled the narrative through censor-
ship, intimidation, and propaganda. But today,
videos of protests in POJK, speeches by Baloch
activists, and testimonies of victims of state
violencecirculate freely. Theworldiswatching,
and more importantly, Pakistanis are watching
each other. The myth of national unity has been
shattered by the visibility of suffering. When a
mother in Quetta speaks of her disappeared
son, her voice reaches Muzaffarabad, Karachi,
Lahore,andeventhediasporaabroad. Thisshared
awarenesshascreatedanewpolitical conscious-
ness that transcends fear.The geopolitical en-
vironment has also shifted. Pakistan’s tradi-
tional allies—Saudi Arabia, China, and the
United States—arerecalibrating their priorities.
China’s investments in the China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) have faced resistancein
Balochistan, where locals see the project as
another form of exploitation. Saudi Arabia is
morefocused onitsown economictransforma-
tion. The United States, once deeply involved in
Pakistan’s security apparatus, is now more
concerned with regional stability and counter-
terrorism. Pakistan’s leverage has diminished,
and its internal conflicts no longer receive the
diplomatic cover they once did.

To Be Continued

Thannamnadiwere sweptaway by the flooded river

to prevent the future loss of life and property.
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Student protests : Debate straying
from issues and concerns about the future

Dr. Satyawan Saurabh

n a democracy, protest is not only a right but also an effective means of

ensuring accountability. When serious flaws in the system are exposed,

the public raises its voice and demands answers from the government.

Especially when the future of millions of students is at stake, the voice of

protest becomes even more natural. Reports of alleged irregularities and
paper leaksinnational exams like NEET have alarmed youth and their parentsacross
the country. After years of hard work, when the fairness of an exam is questioned,
itis not unusual for outrage to arise. But this entire incident also raises a significant
question: is the purpose of student movements truly the future of students, or are
they gradually becoming a platform for political and ideological conflicts?

The greatest strength of any student movement is its morality. When students
fight for their rights and future, society stands with them. Parents, teachers, and
ordinary citizens also consider their demands justified. But as the focus of the
movement shifts and topics unrelated to the original issue begin to surface, its
credibility isbound to be questioned. If the platform for protesting examirregularities
becomes the center of slogans, speeches, or controversies that have no direct
connection to the education system, the movement's gravity diminishes and the
real issue is left behind.

Today, the country's youth is troubled by paper leaks. They worry that years of
hard work may be wasted due to some criminal gang. In such a situation, the most
important questions should be how to stop paper leaks, how to make the examination
system more secure, how quickly and severely will the culprits be punished, and
what institutional reforms will be implemented to prevent such incidents in the
future. If these fundamental questions are replaced by political slogans and debates
about opposition to or support for the government, the path toa solutionis weakened.

It must also be acknowledged that paper leaks are not a new problem. Cases of
irregularities in various competitive examinations have been reported in different
states, under different governments. This clearly demonstrates that the problem is
not limited to a single party, a single minister, or a single government. The problem
lies within the very system that criminal gangs are able to infiltrate. Therefore, if
discussions are limited to political accusations and counter-accusations, the real
culprits will escape, and students will suffer again and again.

A minister's resignation may be a matter of democratic accountability, but it is
notadefinitive solutioninitself. Changing ministers will only transform the system
if administrative reforms, technical security, transparent investigations, and strict
punishment are implemented. Without addressing the root causes, simply changing
faces will not change the outcome. Therefore, the focus of student movements
should be on systemic reform, not individuals.

In the age of social media, the direction of movements shifts rapidly. A few
seconds of video clips, a slogan, or a single post can shape the image of an entire
movement. This is why the responsibility of those involved in the movement is
greater than ever. If slogans are heard on stage that have no connection to exams
or education, ordinary citizens are forced to wonder whether the original purpose
of the movement s the same asinitially stated. Ideologies have a place in democracy,
but when student movements become a medium for ideological competition, the
greatest harm is suffered by the very students in whose name the movement was
started.Any person active in public life—whether a social activist, a student leader,
or the face of a movement—can be both agreed upon and disagreed with. Democracy
is the essence of this diversity. But any movement should be judged not by the
popularity of individuals, but by its purpose and results. If a movement is started
forthe future of students, then every action, every slogan, and every demand should
strengthen that purpose. Otherwise, society's trust begins to weaken.

The need today is not just for blame, but for comprehensive reform. A state-of-
the-art digital security system must be developed for national-level examinations.
Accountability must be established at every stage, from the creation of question
papersto theirdistribution. Cybersecurity must be strengthened. Serious consideration
must be given to stringent measures such as confiscation of assets of organized
gangs involved in paper leaks, speedy justice, and lifelong bans. The problem will
not be completely eradicated until criminals fear that their crimes will be severely
penalized.

Political parties also have no less responsibility. Instead of avoiding criticism,

the ruling party should take transparent action, while the opposition should offer
constructive suggestions rather than limiting itself to criticizing the government.
Ifeveryissueisviewed solely through the lens of political gains and losses, students'
trust in democratic institutions will diminish. Education and the future of youth
are far more important than any political gain.

Society also needs to introspect. Too often, we quickly judge the pros and cons
based on viral videos, incomplete information, or emotional messages on social
media. However, any movement or controversy should be evaluated based on facts,
evidence, and a balanced perspective. Dissent is necessary in a democracy, but it is
only meaningful when expressed with discretion and responsibility.

Students must also understand that their greatest strength lies in their moral
credibility. If they remain united on their issues, the entire society will stand with
them. But if their movement becomes a vehicle for political polarization, their
genuine demands will be left behind. History bears witness that successful mass
movements have been those that never abandoned their original purpose.

India has one of the world's youngest populations. This population represents
both our greatest strength and our greatest responsibility. If young people's faith
in the examination system, education system, and democratic institutions begins
to waver, the impact will not be limited to just one exam but will impact the future
of the entire nation. Therefore, it would be unfair to dismiss incidents like paper
leaks as mere news or political controversy.

The need of the hour is that the government, judiciary, investigative agencies,
educational institutions, parents, teachers and students should all work together
to create a system in which hard work is respected, talent gets opportunities and
no student has the fear that his success may be snatched away by any criminal gang.

Movements are necessary inademocracy, but they are only effective when they
don't deviate from their original purpose. If the goal is the future of students, then
the debate should remain focused on that. Individuals will come and go, governments
will change, political parties will rise and fall in power, but today's students will
determine India's future. Therefore, the most pressing need of the hour is to make
student movements a vehicle for educational reform and a transparent system, not
political competition.

Dr. Satyavan Saurabh, is a Poet, social thinker and columnist, All India Radio
and TV panelist,

333, Fairy Garden, Kaushalya Bhawan, Barwa (Siwani) Bhiwani,

Haryana - 127045, Mobile :9466526148,01255281381
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Javed Rana visits flood affected areas of Mendhar
“Government will not rest until life is fully
restored across Jammu and Kashmir”

B HT News Network

MENDHAR, JULY 23: Minister for Jal
Shakti, Forest, Ecology, Environment and
Tribal Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana, today
undertook an extensive tour of the flood-
affected areasof Mendharin Poonchdistrict
toassess the damage caused by the recent
heavy rains and flash floods and review
the ongoing relief, restoration and reha-
bilitation measures.

During his visit, the Minister was accom-
panied by SDM Mendhar, Imran Kataria
and senior officers from various depart-
ments. He inspected the flood-affected
areas of Chajjla, Mankote, Dabraj, Balnoi,
Bhatidharand Salwah to assess the damage
caused by the recent flash floods.

He also interacted with the affected
families and local residents to assess their
losses and understand their immediate
concerns and requirements. He assured
the affected people that the government
stands firmly with them during this dif-
ficult time and every possible assistance
would be extended for their relief, reha-
bilitation and recovery.

“Weareinthistogether. Therecentfloods
have caused extensive damage to infra-
structure and private property across the
Pir Panjal region. The government stands
firmly with every affected family and we
will not rest until relief reaches everyone,

damaged infrastructure is restored and
normalcy is fully restored across Jammu
and Kashmir," Rana maintained.

The Minister said that restoration of
damaged infrastructure and rehabilitation
of affected familiesis the government's top
priority. He assured that adequate resourc-
es would be mobilised to restore nor-
malcy at the earliest and rebuild the dam-
aged public infrastructure.

The Minister observed that the devasta-
tion caused by the flash floods has high-
lighted the need for long-term planning to
reduce the impact of such disasters. He
stressed the importance of strengthening
the flood protectioninfrastructure,improv-

ing drainage systems, undertaking scien-
tific slope stabilisation, enhancing disaster
preparedness and adopting sustainable
mitigation measures to minimise the
losses caused by recurring natural calam-
ities.

During the visit, the local residents
apprised the Minister of the extensive
devastation and the immense losses suf-
fered by the affected communities.

"We stand shoulder to shoulder with the
affected people in this hour of crisis. The
administration is committed to ensure
immediate relief, speedy restoration of
damaged infrastructure and comprehen-
sive rehabilitation of every affected fam-

ily. Atthe same time, we must work towards
long-term measures that make our vulner-
able regions more resilient against such
disasters in the future,” asserted the Min-
ister. The Minister said that restoration of
damaged infrastructure and rehabilitation
of affected families is the government's top
priority. He assured that adequate resourc-
es would be mobilised to restore nor-
malcy at the earliest and rebuild the dam-
aged public infrastructure.

The Minister observed that the devasta-
tion caused by the flash floods has high-
lighted the need forlong-term planning to
reduce the impact of such disasters. He
stressed the importance of strengthening
the flood protectioninfrastructure,improv-
ing drainage systems, undertaking scien-
tific slope stabilisation, enhancing disaster
preparedness and adopting sustainable
mitigation measures to minimise the
losses caused by recurring natural calam-
ities.During the visit, the local residents
apprised the Minister of the extensive
devastation and the immense losses suf-
fered by the affected communities.

"We stand shoulder to shoulder with the
affected people in this hour of crisis. The
administration is committed to ensure
immediate relief, speedy restoration of
damaged infrastructure and comprehen-
sive rehabilitation of every affected fam-
ily. At the same time.

ACB trap leads to premature
retirement of R&B engineer

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Jul23 (KNO): The Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACB) has achieved a significant
outcome in its sustained action against
corruption, withdepartmental proceedings
against an engineer of the Roads & Build-
ings Department-arising fromatrap case-
culminatingin the imposition of the major
penalty of premature retirement on pro-
portionate pension.

According to details in possession of
news agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), the then Assistant Executive Engi-
neer, R&B Special Sub-Division, Uri, was
caught red-handed by the ACB while
demanding and accepting a bribe from a
contractor, pursuant to which FIR No.
29/2022 was registered at Police Station
ACBBaramulla. Following hisarrestin the
trap case on 17.11.2022, the officer was
placed under suspension by the Public
Works (R&B)Department with effect from
the date ofhisarrest The ACBinvestigation
in the case culminated in the submission
ofthefinalinvestigationreport/chargesheet,
and the General Administration Depart-
mentaccorded sanction for his prosecution
vide Government Order No.38-]JK-GAD(Vig)
0f 2023 dated 07.07.2023. The matter was
alsorecommended for consideration under
the applicable service rules for initiation
of consequential departmental action
against the delinquent public servant.

Inasignificant follow-upaction, the final
investigationreport furnished by the Anti-

Corruption Bureau was shared with the
concerned authorities for framing of
departmental charges, thereby facilitating
simultaneous departmental proceedings
against the delinquent officer.

The departmental authorities examined
the material and records emanating from
the ACBinvestigation and proceeded with
disciplinary actioninaccordance with the
Jammu and Kashmir Civil Services (Clas-
sification, Controland Appeal)Rules, 1956.

Amemorandum comprising the Articles
of Charge and Statement of Imputations
was thereafter served upon the delinquent
officer. The departmental inquiry was
conducted in accordance with the pre-
scribed procedure. After the initial inqui-
ry report was found inconclusive, a fresh
Inquiry Officer was appointed, who sub-
mitted his report along with subsequent
clarifications.The matter was thereafter
examined by the competent/disciplinary
authority on the basis of the relevant fac-
tors,inquiry reports and records provided
by the Anti-Corruption Bureau, J&K. The
departmental proceedings established that
the delinquent officer was guilty of gross
misconduct and had failed to maintain
absolute integrity, warranting imposition
of a major penalty under the applicable
servicerules.Afteraffording the delinquent
officer an opportunity to show cause and
considering his reply, the competent/dis-
ciplinary authority concluded that nofresh
factor material had been brought onrecord
which warranted reconsideration of the
proposed penalty.

MLA Arvind Gupta chairs RKS
meeting, calls for major upgrade in
healthcare services

B HT News Network

Jammu West MLA and Chairman of the
Rogi Kalyan Samiti (RKS), Government
Hospital Sarwal, Arvind Gupta, chaired a
meeting of the Governing Body to compre-
hensively review the hospital’s functioning
and approve various civil works and pro-
curement proposals in a phased manner
for the financial year 2026-27.

The meeting was attended by Medical
Superintendent Dr Monika Kotwal, Physi-
cian Consultant Dr Usha Sharma, the Dis-
trict Ayush Officer, officers from PWD, PDD
and PHE, and civil-society representatives
Sanjeev Sharma, Suresh Sahni, Veenu
Khanna and Babu Ram Jandiyal.

During the meeting, Arvind Gupta sought
adetailed status report on the installation
and commissioning of the CT scan, MRI,
pathology analyser and other diagnostic
equipment. He directed the authorities to
remove procedural bottlenecksand ensure
that modern diagnostic facilities become
operational at the earliest so patients are
not forced tovisit private centres or distant
hospitals.

The MLA also reviewed the sanctioned
and working strength of doctors, specialists,
nurses and paramedical personnel. He
asked theadministration to prepare depart-
ment-wise details of vacancies and employ-
ees attached or deputed to other institu-
tions, stressing that any shortage affecting
patient care must be addressed on prior-

ity.Special emphasis was placed on
strengthening emergency services. Gupta
reviewed the condition of the Emergency
Ward, availability of doctors and support
staff, ambulances, medicines, lifesaving
equipmentand other critical resources. He
sought department-wise data on emer-
gency cases referred to other hospitals,
along with the reasons for such referrals.

The meeting also examined the avail-
ability of medicines, consumables and
essential medical supplies, besides review-
ing OPD, IPD, emergency, diagnostic and
surgery statistics. Specialty-wise details
of surgeries performed during the report-
ing period were also discussed.

Arvind Gupta directed the hospital
administration to maintain the highest
standards of cleanliness and hygiene in
wards, operation theatres, toilets, waiting
areas and the surrounding premises. He
said that agovernment hospital must offer
patients notonly proper treatment butalso
a clean, dignified and patient-friendly
environment.

Mehbooba’s Lectures on Article 370 Ring Hollow;
PDP Paved BJP's Way into J&K: Rattan Lal Gupta

DC Reasi reviews monsoon
preparedness; stresses

B HT News Network

Jammu, 23 July: The Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference Provin-
cial President, Jammu, Rattan Lal
Gupta,onThursday launched ascath-
ing attack on PDP President Meh-
booba Mufti for accusing the Nation-
al Conference of normalising the
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35-A,
saying the remarks were a desperate
bid tostay politically relevant by ped-
dling falsehoods.

Gupta said it was astonishing that
the very party which "rolled out the
red carpet for the BJP in Jammu and
Kashmir" was now pretending to be
the custodian of the region's consti-
tutional identity. "The PDP has no
moral, political orideological author-
ity tolecture the National Conference
on Articles 370 and 35-A. It was the
PDP that legitimised the BJP's entry
into the corridors of power in Jammu
and Kashmir and paved the way for
everything that followed," he said.

He said the people have not forgot-

® 00 ©

ten how Mehbooba Mufti chose
power over principles and remained
glued tooffice despite repeated humil-
iation at the hands of the BJP leader-
ship. "The PDP willingly facilitated
the extension of central laws such as
the SARFAESIAct, GST and the Nation-
alFood Security Act, steadily eroding
Jammu and Kashmir's special status
long before August 5,2019. Even after
the unconstitutional abrogation of
Articles 370 and 35-A, PDP MPs sup-
ported the BJP on several key legisla-
tions in Parliament. Their political
understanding with the BJP has nev-
er truly ended; only its form has
changed,” Gupta said.He called out

the PDP of consistently sabotaging
every sincere attempt to forge unity
among regional and democratic forc-
es. "Whenever the National Confer-
ence calls for a united struggle to
restore the rights of the people, the
PDP conveniently finds excuses tostay
away because it does not want to upset
its political mentors in Nagpur and
Jhandewalan. The PDP and other 'A,
B and C teams' of the BJP survive on
creating confusion, dividing public
opinionand weakening the collective
voice of Jammu and Kashmir. The
people, however, have seen through
this deceit and will no longer be
misled."Rejecting Mehbooba Mufti's
allegations, Gupta said the National
Conference has neither surrendered
nor compromised on Jammu and
Kashmir's constitutional rights.
"Unlike the PDP, we do not indulge in
theatrics or political hypocrisy. We
are pursuing a constitutional, demo-
cratic and sustained struggle to
reclaim every right that has been
taken away. Restoration of statehood
is not the destination.

timely restoration of
railway road connectivity

B HT News Network

REASI, JULY 23: Deputy Commissioner Reasi Kumar
Abhishek today chaired a review meeting to assess mon-
soon preparedness, with special emphasis on the safety,
maintenance and restoration of railway roads falling under
District Reasi.The Deputy Commissioner reviewed the
condition of railway roads affected by the ongoing mon-
soonand took stock of restoration measures being under-
taken by the Railway authorities and KRCL. He stressed
seamless coordination among all stakeholders to ensure
timely clearance of roads and uninterrupted connectiv-
ity.The DCdirected the officers concerned to conductjoint
inspections of vulnerable railway road stretches, iden-
tify potential risks and take immediate preventive mea-
sures. He instructed the Railway authorities and KRCL to
remove blockages without delay and restore connectiv-
ity on a priority basis.Among those present were Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner Rakesh Kumar, Chief Admin-
istrative Officer Northern Railway Jammu, Deputy Chief
Engineer KRCL, Assistant Commissioner Revenue Reasi,
Sub-Divisional Magistrate Dharmari, Tehsildar Bhomag
and representatives of Northern Railway, the Divisional
Railway Manager (DRM) Jammu Division and Konkan
Railway Corporation Limited (KRCL).

DC Poonch reviews
disaster response and
rehabilitation measures

B HT News Network

POONCH, JULY 23: Deputy Commissioner Poonch
Ashok Kumar Sharmatoday chaired areview meeting
to assess response, relief and rehabilitation measures
following the recent heavy rains and storms that
claimed 22 lives across the district.

All District Officers and Heads of Departments
attended, presenting department-wise updates on
damage assessment, rescue operations, reliefdistribu-
tion, rehabilitation and restoration of essential public
services.

The Deputy Commissioner was informed that relief
hasbeen provided to affected families as per prescribed
norms. The Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs
Department has been ensuring uninterrupted distri-
bution of ration to the affected population, while
other departments concerned have been addressing
public grievances.

Major roads blocked by landslides and debris have
been cleared, electricity supply has largely been
restored and drinking water supply is being maintained.
Rescue and restoration operations were carried out
in close coordination among all line departments.

The Deputy Commissioner directed all departments
to expedite remaining restoration works, complete
damage assessments in a time-bound manner and
ensurereliefand rehabilitation measures reach every
affected family without delay.

DC Rajouri reviews flood
damage in Nowshera

B HT News Network

RAJOURI, JULY 23: Deputy Commissioner Rajouri
Abhishek Sharma today visited flood-affected areas
of Nowshera to assess damage caused by the recent
heavy rains and flash floods.The Deputy Commis-
sionerinspected the affected localities, including Bela
Nowshera, and interacted with residents to understand
the extent of losses. He assured the affected families
of all possible assistance in accordance with govern-
ment norms.The DC directed the officers concerned
tocarry outacomprehensive damage assessmentand
ensure prompt relief and restoration. He also called
for close coordination among departments to restore
normalcy at the earliest.

Additional Deputy Commissioner Nowshera Pritam
Lal Thapa and other district and sectoral officers
accompanied the Deputy Commissioner.

DC Kathua inspects
flood-hit areas, reviews
restoration of flood
protection Infrastructure

B HT News Network

KATHUA, JULY 23: Deputy Commissioner Kathua,
Rajesh Sharma, today visited the flood-affected areas
of Sahar Khad and Sherpur to inspect the extent of
damage caused by the recent spell of torrential rains
and oversee the progress of restoration works being
carried out torestore flood protectioninfrastructure.

During the visit, the Deputy Commissioner assessed
the damage caused to embankments, roads and
other flood protection structures due to heavy rainfall
and flash floods. He took stock of the restoration
measures being executed by the concerned depart-
ments and reviewed the pace of work on the ground.

The Deputy Commissioner directed the executing
agencies to expedite the restoration works and ensure
that all damaged flood protection structures are
restored on priority to safeguard lives, agricultural
land and public property from future flood-related
risks. He emphasized adherence to quality standards
while ensuring timely completion of the works.

ACR Kathua Vishav Partap Singh, Tehsildar Kathua
Vikram Kumar and officers of the concerned depart-
ments accompanied the Deputy Commissioner during
the inspection and briefed him on the restoration
measures undertaken and the progress achieved so
far.

JD Agriculture (Inputs)
reviews seed indent
and availability for Rabi
seasons in Jammu

B HT News Network

JAMMU, JULY 23: Joint Director Agriculture (Inputs)
Jammu Sanjay Anand today chaired a meeting at
Krishi Bhawan, Talab Tillo, regarding finalisation of
the Breeder Seed Indent for all agricultural crops for
Rabi 2027-28 and a review of availability of Breeder,
Foundation and Certified Seed for Rabi 2026-27.

Adetailed review was conducted of the requirement
and availability of breeder, foundation and certified
seed for major agricultural crops to ensure timely
supply of quality seed to farmers during the ensuing
Rabi season. Crop-wise seed demand, production
targets and measures for strengthening coordination
between the Agriculture Department and SKUAST-
Jammu for efficient seed planning and distribution
were also discussed.The Joint Director emphasised
timely finalisation of the breeder seed indent so that
adequate quantities of quality seed reach departmen-
tal farms well in advance of the sowing season. He
said proper seed planning is essential for improving
crop productivity, maintaining varietal purity and
ensuring successful implementation of seed produc-
tion programmes in Jammu Division.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KALANTRA / KREER

Subject: Application of BASHIR AHMAD GOJER DEADER S/O SARDAR GOJER
DEADER for the issuance of ST (SCHEDULE TRIBE Gujjar and Bakerwal )in
favour of BASHIR AHMAD GOJAR DEADER,SALEHA BASHIR GOJER DEADER &

AALIYABASHIR
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above, the applicant has submitted the file in the
office of the undersigned for the issuance of ST. in this connection a report of
patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that the applicant is
currently residing in village BANDI BALLA and belongstothe ST casteand
GOJAR DEADER community, having annualincome is 963656 /PA the details
of the family of the applicant are as follows

1.BASHIRAHMAD GOJAR DEADER self 42 years GOVTTEACHER

2.... DILSHADA BEGUM wife 40 years Home Maker

3..SALIYABASHIR daughter 10 Years student

4..SALEHA BASHIR daughter 08 Years student

5..SHAKIYABEGUM mother 60 years Home Maker

The applicant has applied for Issuance of ST (SCHEDULE TRIBE Gujar &
Bakerwal ) certificate in favour of Self

if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of said certificate
certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07 days, after that no
objection shall be entertained

NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

PUBLICNOTICE

|, KHURSHEED AHMAD GANIEfatherof TABIAJAANresidentof HARNOWKAWACHAK
hereby notified the general public that the name in the Adhaar card bearing
Adhaar No 5346 9360 3445 has been wrongly entered as TOBIA JAN while the
correct name is TABIA JAAN this notice is being published for the correction of
the namein the Adhaar records and all other documents.If any person has any
objectiontothisname correction they may contactthe UIDAl or the undersigned
with valid documents proof within seven days from the date of publication of
this notice after that no objection will be entertained .
Name....KHURSHEED AHMAD GANIE
F/0..TABIAJAAN
R/0...HARNOW KAWACHACK

PUBLICNOTICE

Itis here by notified that my name has been incorrectly mentioned in my Bank

Account as SHAOIBAHMAD BHAT bearing Accountno0139040100011913 while

my correctnameis SHOIB MOHMAD BHAT S/0 GH MOHAMMAD BHAT which

needstobe correctedifanybody havingany objectionin thisregard he /she may

file his /her objection in the office of J& KBANK KREERI authority of India within

seven days from the publication of this notice after that no objection will be
entertained.

Name..SHOIB MOHMAD BHAT

S/0....GHMOHAMMAD BHAT

R/0..TILAGAM PATTAN

Account No...0139040100011913

Dist...BARAMULLA

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KALANTRA / KREER

Subject: Application of LAL UD DIN GOJAR DEADER S/0 NOOR MOHD GOJER
DEADER for theissuance of ST (SCHEDULE TRIBE Gujjar and Bakerwal )in
favour of LALUD DIN GOJAR DEADER,SAFEER AHMAD GOJER DEADER,
TANVEER AHMAD GOJER DEADER, YASIR AHMAD GOJER DEADER &RIFAT ARA

PUBLICNOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above, the applicant has submitted the file in the
office of the undersigned for the issuance of ST . in this connection a report of
patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that the applicant is
currently residing in village BANDI BALLA and belongs to the ST caste and
GOJAR DEADER community, having annual incomeis 97000 /PA the details of
the family of the applicant are as follows

1.LALUDDIN GOJAR DEADER self 55 years

2.... TANVEER AHMAD GOJER DEADER Son 18 years //

3..FAREEDA BEGUM wife 50 Years //

4.YASIR AHMAD GOJER DEADER son 17 Years //

5...SAFEER AHMAD GOJER DEADER 16 years //

6....REFAT ARA daughter 26 years //

Theapplicant has applied for Issuance of ST (SCHEDULE TRIBE Gujar &
Bakerwal ) certificate in favour of Self

if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of said certificate
certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07 days, after that no
objection shall be entertained

NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

PUBLICNOTICE

NAME CORRECTION

This s to inform the general public and all concerned authorities that the
name of the undersigned has been incorrectly recorded in the Aadhaar
records.

Incorrect Name: Sobiya Ahad

Correct Name: Subia Ahad

The correct particulars are as follows:

Name: Subia Ahad

Father's Name: Abdul Ahad Rashie

Address: Kakothal

Aadhaar Number: XXXX XXXX 3736

Theincorrect name "Sobiya Ahad" appearing in the Aadhaar record is due to
aninadvertent error. The correct name is "Subia Ahad," and the same may
kindly be treated as the valid and correct name for all official purposes.

This public notice is being issued in support of the application for correction
of the name in the Aadhaar records. If any person has any objection
regarding this correction, they may raise it before the concerned authority
within the prescribed period.

Subia Ahad
D/o Abdul Ahad Rashie
R/o Kakothal

JKSHC

JAMMU & KASHMIR STATE HAJ COMMITTEE

HAJ 2027 (1448 1)

IMPORTANT GUIDELINES

PASSPORT VALIDITY

e Passport must be valid
till 31 December 2027.

* Passport must be valid
on the date of application.

31

DECEMBER

COVER / GROUP

2Y Y

' MAX e A group can have maximum
| 5 :I 5 members. ‘ ?;l::
'\ MEMBERS / * Minimum age - 18 years
- on the date of application.
COVER HEAD
e Cover Head must be a @ cover
male member. . HEAD
* Minimum age - 18 years

on the date of application.

MOBILE NUMBER & WHATSAPP

» Cover Head must use his own e
mobile number.
* WhatsApp must be active

on the same number.

FORM SUBMISSION

* Fill the form yourself.

* Do not let anyone else fill the form
using your mobile number.

* Do not share your OTP with anyone.

NOMINEE
NOMINEE PHOTOGRAPH
. . * Nominee: Son / Daughter / - -
.‘ Parents / Spouse o — Clear,
(Legal heir preferred) ® —0 White
* Add only one nominee Bachground
who will perform Hajj
in your place.
BANK DETAILS (ACCOUNT HOLDER 5y |\
MUST BE COVER HEAD) v g b gt
= Account must be in the name Pay

of the Cover Head.

* Provide correct & active

&
Rupees i E,\.\j'
@€

Afc No. 12345678901234

bank account details.
= Account must be active.

JOIN OUR

OFFICIAL
WHATSAPP GROUP

|
|
-y

Government of India
Ministry of Minority Affairs
Haj Committee of India

4 JOIN VIA WHATSAPP LINK &

https://chat.whatsapp.com/
Lxp9Sdes7TrOAdORmRdcAfm?sz=qt&p=a&miu=1

ANNOUNCEMENT FOR HAJ - 2027 (1448 H)

1. The Haj Committee of India invites applications from eligible
intending pilgrims for Haj — 2027 through the online Haj
Application Form available at https://www.hajcommittee.gov.in

or HAJ SUVIDHA mobile app.

2. The application window shall remain open from 22.06.2026 to
20.07.2026 (up to 11:59 PM). After Qurbah (Digital Random
Selection) process to be conducted in the last week of July,
each provisionally selected pilgrim shall be required to deposit
an advance amount of #1,52,300/- on or before 10.08.2026.

No relaxation or extension in these timelines shall be feasible.

3. Applicants must carefully read the Guidelines and Undertakings
to ensure their eligibility and upload scanned copies (not
photographs) of the following:

a. Front and back pages of machine-readable Indian Passport
(1200 = 800 px, JPG/JPEG, 100-500 KB), issued on or
befaore the application closing date and valid up to at least
31.12.2027;

b. Passport-size photo with white background (480 x 640 px,
JPG/JPEG, 5-20 KB);

c. Bank passbook or cancelled cheque (590 = 750 px,
JPG/JPEG, 80-250 KB); and

d. Address proof (590 x 750 px, JPG/JPEG, 80-250 KB).

4. Cancellation of a Haj seat is strongly discouraged, as it causes
operational difficulties. Accordingly, cancellation shall attract
substantial penalties in accordance with the Guidelines for
Haj 2027. Intending pilgrims are advised to apply only after
careful consideration of their preparedeness and firm commitment
to undertake the pilgrimage.

SCAN QR CODE

‘A oo @ T0 JOIN
- [ [ =

Timely Guidance& Important Deadlines &

Updates  Support  Information  Reminders

@

o For Haj 2027 Updates <

Bait-ul-Hujaj (Haj House), Bemina,
Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir, India - 190017

® 00 ©

B +91194 249 5365
https://www.jkshc.org/

Aapki Tayyari — Aapka Aaram — Hamari Zimmedari <=
Space Devoted by Headlines Today, Purely in Public Interest

PUBLICNOTICE

NAME CORRECTION

Subject: Public Notice for Correction of Name and Date of Birth in
Aadhaar Record |, Muskan Nazir, Daughter of Nazir Ahmad Mir,
Resident of Kreeri, Baramulla, hereby declare that my name and
date of birth have been incorrectly recorded in my Aadhaar card.
The corrections required are as follows:

. Incorrect Name: Simran Nazir

. Correct Name: Muskan Nazir

. Incorrect Date of Birth: 14/04/2005
. Correct Date of Birth: 20/10/2005

- DEMISE +*
With profound grief and sorrow we inform the demise of

Mohammad Yousuf wani

R/o qamarwari near Ahle hadees Masjid
Qamarwari srinagar .who passed away on

22 July 2026 (Wednesday).
e Ghaharum willbeheidon

This public notice is being issued for the purpose of correction of
my Aadhaar details and for submission before the UDID Authority.
If any person has any objection regarding the above-mentioned
corrections, they may submit the same, along with supporting
documentary evidence, to the UDID Office within the prescribed
time. If no objection is received, the concerned authority may
proceed with the correction of my Aadhaar records accordingly.

| hereby declare that the information furnished above is true and
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Place: Kreeri, Baramulla

24 July 2026 (Friday) at 2:30 pm
at Graveyard Kawkoel, .
L Wantpora, Srinagar j Name: Muskan Nazir
0 May Al@ighty Allab grant him the highest place in ) o) D/o NaZ|r Ahmad er
§g ; Jannat-ul-Firdous and give ::::;glt,h to the bereaved family. ‘;é R /0 kreerl
HOO9e o ——- SRl o+— A'Q%(\DJ;

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
(R&B) DIVISION URI

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
eNIT No.44 of 2026-27/2863-72/R&B Uri e-tendering DATED: 22.07.2026
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage

basis fromapproved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other
State/Central Governments for the following works:-

Adv. Cost of E/Money| Time for Tend
S.No| Name of Work Cost T/DOC (InRs.) | completion| Class of M. H of er
] (Rs. InLacs)| (In Rupees) ofwork | Contractor Account Call
1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10
ICompletion of building at MS District Capex
01 Naibasti, Zone Jhulla 4.00 200/ 8000/- | 30 Days | DEE (2026-2027) Y
(Elementary 1
Education)

Project Authority: District Development commissioner Baramulla

Status of AAA/TS: Accorded/Granted

1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities
(B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website
www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 22.07.2026

2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 23.07.2026(10:00 AM ) to 03.08.2026 (4:00 PM)

3 Bid submission Start Date 23.07.2026 From (10:00 AM )

4 | Bid Submission End Date 03.08.2026 at (4:00 PM)

04.08.2026 (11:00 AM) in the office of Executive Engineer
R&B) Division Uri

5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)

2.Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan debited under
M.H-0059 in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Uri (tender inviting authority) (The Date of Trea-
sury Challan should be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date)

3. At the time of tendering, all the bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the
Advertised Cost in the form of CDR/FDR/ pledged to the tender receiving authority i.e. Executive
Engineer R&B) Division Uri (The date of Earnest money should be between Date of Start of bid and bid
submission End date). The successful (1st lowest) bidder will have to provide Performance security @ 5%
of Allotted cost in shape of CDR/FDR at the time of contract award. The earnest money/bid security of 2%
will be released to the successful bidder only after the submission of performance security of 5% of the
total allotted cost which will be released after successful completion of the DLP.

3 (@)Failure to produce Performance Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case for
debarring of the Contractor for a period of 01 Year be forwarded to Higher Authorities.

3. (c) The Earnest Money/Performance Security shall be forfeited If:

(i) Any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any
modification in the terms and conditions of the bid.

(ii) Failure of successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within specified time
period before issue of letter of intent.

(iii) Successful Bidder fails to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.

(iv) If at any stage of work, the Bidder back up from the contract, again the Performance security/EMD
as well as work done claim will be forfeited.

4. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www jktenders.gov.in and conveyed
to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive
bidders shall be openedonline on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B) Division Uri
(tender receiving authority).

1?’& The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical
ids

6. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.

6.1. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the "Downloads" option as well as from
"Bidders Manual Kit" on website www.jktenders.gov.into acquaint bid submission process.

6.2. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get 'Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)' as per Infor-
mation Technology

Act 2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved Vendor.

6.3. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No bid will be
accepted in physical

form.

6.4. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.

6.5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid.

Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.

7. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.

8. Scanned copy of cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan in favour of Executive Engineer
R&B Division Uri

(nge (f(ilate of Treasury Challan should be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date)
pledged to

ExecgicliVﬁ Engineer R&B Division Uri, must be uploaded with the documents of the bid. The original Trea-
sury Challan

(cost of tender document), and other relevant bid documents shall be obtained from the lowest bidder before
the fixation

of contract.

9. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should
attempt to

create similar BOQ manually.

10. Bidders should note that if the documents uploaded/submitted on the basis of which the
contract has been awarded are found fake/not genuine at any time, the contract shall be
cancelled and the contractor/bidder shall be blacklisted for participation in this division for a
tperfiod (()1f five years besides the performance security deposited for the said work shall be

orfeited.
11. Any item/items of work found necessary during execution of work though not in th

®

DIPK-3615/26 Sd/-

Send Dt: 23-07-26 (Er Imran Ali)
Executive Engineer,
R&B Division, Uri.
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Govt's Resolvels To Ensure Bright
Future For Country's Youth: Amit Shah

B HT News Network/UNI

New Delhi, Jul 23 Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday said the welfare of
the youth and their bright future is both
the highest priority and the resolve of the
Modi government.

In a message posted on X, the minister
said the decision to expedite hearings and
take stringent action against the guilty in
paperleak cases through the establishment
of fast-track courts by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi is a reflection of this very
commitment.

"This important step by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi against those who toy with
the future of the youth due to paper leaks
will prove to be a milestone,” he said.

Earlierinthe day, the PM said the welfare
of the country's youthis the top priority of
his government and asserted that anyone
trying to harm their future will not be
spared.

Modi's outreach tothe youth came three
days after thousands of studentsled by the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) took part in
the 'Sansad Chalo' march against irregu-

larities in the NEET exam and to demand
the resignation of Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan.

During the march, police resorted to

lathi-charge and lobbed tear gas shells,
injuring scores of students. Over 100 police-
men were alsoinjured while trying to stop
the protest march. In his message on X,
Modi also said that the government has
decided toset up fast-track courts toensure
swift and stringent punishment for those
involved in paper leaks.

"Nothing is more important than the
welfare and future of our youth! Thisis our
top priority. Those who try to harm the
future of our youth will not be spared,” he
said.

The prime minister also said that he has
directed the concerned authorities and
officials to take all necessary steps on the
issue of paper leaks.

"This is an important step in the series
of decisions being taken by the government
to safeguard the interests of students," he
said.Modi's first public message on the
NEET paper leaks came on Tuesday, when
he spoke about the issue at a meeting of
the NDA Parliamentary Party.

Closure Of Metro Stations: CJI
Says He Will Intervene If Issue Not
Resolved By Lunch

B HT News Network/UNI

New Delhi, Jul 23 Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
on Thursday took note of
the SCBA's plea that several
metro stations have been
closed makingitdifficult for
lawyers and litigants to
come to court and said he
will intervene if the matter
isnotresolved by lunch time.

Supreme CourtBar Asso-
ciation (SCBA) President
Vikas Singh mentioned the
closure of the Supreme
Court Metro and other sta-
tionsamid the ongoing stu-
dent protests right in the
morning. He urged the CJI-
led bench that there should
atleast be restricted access
for lawyers, litigants and
court staff.The CJI also said
he had directed that no
adverse orders in any case
should be passed solely on

account of the absence of
lawyers affected by the pre-
vailing situation.The bar
leader proposed that indi-
viduals holding valid
Supreme Court entry pass-
es, including Registry staff,
be allowed to get off at the
Supreme Court Metro sta-
tion after undergoing secu-
rity screening.He said com-
muters exiting the station
could be screened and only
those carryingvalid proxim-
ity cards or official SC.

Opposition Trying To Run Away From NEET
Debate By Attachlng Pre-Conditions: Rijiju InLS

"The Question Hour is

| -

the most important. After
the Question Hour, the

L€ \J

New Delhi, Jul 23 Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju on Thursday
accused the Opposition of
attaching pre-conditions
andtrying torunaway from
adebate on the NEET paper
leak issue.

As the Opposition insist-
ed on the resignation of
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, Rijiju told
the Lok Sabha that during
the discussion, the govern-
ment would also like to put
across its point of view on
the matter.He said Opposi-
tionmembers can speak for
aslongastheywantand the
discussion can take place
even for two days.Further,
Rijijusaid the date and dura-
tionofthe discussioninboth
the Houses can be decided
by the Opposition.

According to him, the
governmenthasapproached
the Congress and other
Opposition parties on hav-

ing the debate.

Rijijumade these remarks
afterthe Housereconvened
atnoon following anearlier
adjournment. Amid the
ruckus over the NEET paper
leak issue, the proceedings
were adjourned till 2 pm.

Assoonasthe House met
again at noon, Opposition
members started shouting
slogans and displayed plac-
ards.Many of the members
were in the Well of the
House.

Dilip Saika, who was in

the Chair, urged the protest-
ing members to go back to
their seats and said that it
was not right to disrupt the
proceedings.

With the protests con-
tinuing, the House was
adjourned within 10 min-
utes after the laying of
papers listed for the day.

Earlier during the Ques-
tion Hour, Lok Sabha Speak-
er OmBirlaurged members
to let the House function,
describingitasanimportant
part of the day's business.

House is ready to discuss
every issue. I will speak to
the government, and the
government is also ready
for discussions. I appeal to
allmembers to participate
in the discussion after the
Question Hour," Birla said.
For the fourth straight
dayonThursday, Question
Hour and Zero Hour were
disruptedinthe Lok Sabha
due as Opposition parties
pressed for discussions on
the NEET paperleak contro-
versy and the demand for
the resignation of Pradhan.
Top opposition leaders,
includingRahul Gandhiand
Akhikesh Yadav, on Thurs-
day metBirlaamid repeated
disruptions of House pro-
ceedings over the demand
for a debate on the NEET
paper leak issue.
TMCleaders Saugata Roy
and Mahua Moitrawerealso
present at the meeting.

NEW DELH]J, Jul 23 Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Thursday hit out
atPrime Minister Narendra
Modi, asking him to look
into the eyes of the youth
whobled onthe streets pro-
testing.

After Prime Minister
Modi made a strong pitch
in favour of the youth, say-
ing those who play with
their future would not be
spared, Kharge stated that
alldoors for the youth have
been shutand asked where
should they go.

"Narendramodiji, Educa-
tion system has corroded
under your watch. We do
not need platitudes or
peacemealannouncements.
Your government lathich-
arged the youth, used pellet
guns, shock batons, indis-
criminate brutality with
impunity, as if they are not
our own children," he said
on X while referring to the

student protests against
exam irregularities.
"Come out of your air-
conditioned ivory towers
andlookinto the eyesofthe
young menand womenwho
bled on the streets, fighting
your dictatorship,” he said.
The Congress chief said
the youth only want "three
simple demands to be ful-
filled -- "1) Immediately
sack Education Minister
Pradhan. 2) Apologise for
the punitive action & atroc-
ities and 3) Provide justice
tothose whoyoutargeted.”

Kharge also alleged that
the RSS has captured the
education system.

Youth Unemployment is
skyrocketing at 29% (PLFS).
No Private jobs, handful of
permanent government
jobs. Contractualisation at
its peak. All doors are shut.
Where does the youthgoto
demand afuture?” the Con-
gress leader said.

AICCgeneral secretary K
CVenugopal also slammed
the prime minister, saying
his remarks were a com-
plete "eyewash".

'Look into eyes of youth who bled': Kharge
attacks PM Modi, seeks Pradhan's sacking

B HT News Network/UNI

"Mr.Modiislivingin fool’s
paradise if he thinks the
youth will settle for this.
Their demands remain
clear:- Dharmendra Prad-
han must resign-PM Modi
must apologise- Punish-
ment for the assaulters who
attacked peaceful protest-
ers," he stated.

Earlier in the day, amid
continuing protests over the
NEET paper leak, Modi
announced that the govern-
ment would set up fast-
track courtstoensure swift
and stringent punishment
for those involved in paper
leaks.

"Nothing is more impor-
tant than the welfare and
future of our youth! Those
who try to harm the future
of our youth will not be
spared,” Modisaidina post
on X."Nothing is more
importantthanthe welfare
and future of our youth!
Those who try to harm the
future of our youth will not
be spared,” Modi said in a
post on X.

India invites Bangladesh PM Tarique
Rahman to attend BRICS Summit

B HT News Network /UNI

Dhaka, Jul 23 (UNI) India has invited
Bangladesh Prime Minister Tarique Rah-
man to attend the 18th BRICS Summit,
scheduled to be held in New Delhi on
September 12-13, as a special guest.

Speaking to reporters at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Dhaka today, State Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs ShamaObaed Islam,
said the ministry had received the invita-
tion letter from the Indian side and for-
warded it to the Prime Minister’s Office.

India, whichis setto host the 18th BRICS
Summit, has invited the Bangladesh pre-
mier to the gathering although Bangladesh
is not a member of the grouping.

Ifaccepted, Tarique Rahman’s participa-
tion would provide the first opportunity
forabilateral meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi since the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party came to power in Febru-
ary after the parliamentary elections.

Asked whether Bangladesh was con-

cerned about the ongoing student protest
in India, Shama Obaed said: "As a demo-
cratic state and ademocratic government,
Bangladesh wants peace and stability to
be maintained in our region. As a demo-
craticgovernmentand state, we hope that
India, as the world's largest democracy,
will pay attention to the concerns of its
people and move quickly toward resolving
the situation," Prothom Alo reported.

Onanotherissue, the state minister said
the foreign ministry does not yet have
specific information about a reported
phone call between President Mohammed
Shahabuddin and former prime minister
Sheikh Hasina. “If any information comes,
the government will definitely investigate
the matter,” Shama Obaed said.

India's relations with Bangladesh had
deteriorated under the interim government
headed by Mohamed Yunus. After Tarique
Rahmanbecame premierin February 2026,
India made a swift diplomatic push by
sending Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri to Dhaka.

Karnataka Dy CM writes to Modi,
demands end to NEET

B HT News Network/UNI

Bengaluru, July 23 (UNI)
Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister G Parameshwara
onThursdayintensified the
political offensive against
the Centre over the NEET
controversy, writing to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to abolish the Nation-
al Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (NEET) and restore
State-level Common
Entrance Tests (CETs) for
medical admissions.

Inastrongly-worded let-
ter released to the media,
Parameshwara said the
NEET system had failed to
protecttheinterests of stu-
dents and urged the Prime
Minister to immediately

reinstate transparent, mer-
it-based State CETs in keep-
ing with India's federal
structure.

Calling the alleged NEET
paperleakandits aftermath
a"systemic failure”, he also
urged the Centre to provide
compensationofatleastRs
1 crore to the families of
studentswhoallegedly died
by suicide following the

Rainfall activity to intensify across
Haryana, Punjab & Delhi from July

27:IMD

controversy.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter argued that State CETs
had consistently ensured
fair, transparent and merit-
based admissions while
allowing States to address
local educational priorities.
He said the restoration of
the State-level entrance
system was essential to
rebuild public confidence
in medical admissions and
safeguard the rights of stu-
dents.

Parameshwara main-
tained that the Centre must
take moral responsibility
for the alleged failures sur-
rounding NEET and act
decisively to prevent further
erosionof trustinthe coun-
try'smedical entrance sys-
tem.

B HT News Network/UNI

Panchkula, Jul 23 (UNI) The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) today forecast an increase in rainfall
activity across Haryana, Punjab and Delhi from July 27,
with fairly widespread rainfall likely over the region dur-
ing the last three days of the seven-day forecast period.

The weather office has also predicted widespread
rainfall throughout the weekin Himachal Pradesh, while
scattered to fairly widespread precipitation is expected
to continue over the Western Himalayan region.

According tothe IMD's latest seven-day forecastissued
today, Punjab is expected to receive scattered rainfall
from July 23 to July 26, followed by fairly widespread
rainfall from July 27 to July 29. For Haryana, Chandigarh
and Delhi, isolated rain has been forecast on July 23, scat-
tered rainfall from July 24 toJuly 26, and fairly widespread
rainfall between July 27 and July 29. Himachal Pradesh is
likely to witness widespread rainfall on all seven days,
while Uttarakhand is expected to experience widespread
to fairly widespread precipitation during most of the
forecast period.The weather bulletin further said that
during the past 24 hours, rain and thundershowers
occurred at many places over Punjab and Delhi.

Opposition Misleading Youth on NEET Issue, Says Haryana CM Nayab Singh Saini

B HT News Network /UNI

Rohtak, July 23 (UNI)Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Sainion Thursday
accused the Opposition of misleading
young people over the NEET paper leak
issue, asserting that the Narendra Modi
government has adopted a zero-toler-
ance approach against examination
irregularities and is committed to safe-
guarding students' future.

Interacting with mediapersons at
Maharshi Dayanand University (MDU),
Rohtak, Saini said Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had directed that FIRs be
registered against those involved in

paperleak casesand thatinvestigations
be completed promptly so that the
guilty are brought to justice through
fast-track courts.

The Chief Minister alleged that while
the Centre has acted decisively against
examination malpractices, the Oppo-
sition was attempting to politicise the
issueinstead of contributing construc-
tively.

He claimed that Congress leader
Rahul Gandhiwas unwilling todiscuss
the matter in Parliament and said that
ifthe Opposition had meaningful sug-
gestions, it should present them before
the Central Government.

Drawing a comparison with the

taken. He further said that the educa-
tion budget, which stood at 8,225
croreduring the previous government,
hasnowbeenincreasedto 1.39lakh
crore by the present Central Govern-
ment.

Highlighting the Haryana govern-
ment's recruitment record, the Chief
Minister said thatover the past 11-and-
a-half years, the state has provided
1.83lakh government jobs on the prin-
ciple of "without bribery and without
recommendation” ("binakharchi, bina
parchi"), compared to about 86,000
jobs provided during the previous

previous UPA regime, Saini said sev- occurred during that period but no Congress government.
eral paper leak incidents had also effective corrective measures were

Saini also said the Haryana govern-

ment had enacted the Haryana Public
Examination (Prevention of Unfair
Means)Act, 2021 to preserve the sanc-
tity of competitive examinations. The
law provides for stringent punishment,
including imprisonment ranging from
twototenyears, for those found guilty
of using unfair means in public exam-
inations.

The ChiefMinister urged Rahul Gan-
dhi and other Opposition leaders to
focus onresolving students' concerns
instead of creating confusion for polit-
ical gains. He said any constructive
suggestions should be placed before
Parliament to further strengthen the
country's examination system.
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7 Powerful Reasons

P

To Eat

The humble yellow fruit that packs a big punch for your health

ananas are one of
the most tempting
fruits, extremely
delicious, and a
healthy snack.They
are loaded with potassium,
magnesium, Vitamin B6, and
Vitamin C. Evidence shows that
the nutrients levelsrise inbananas
astheyripen, dark-spotted bananas
are 8 times more effective in
boosting the power of white blood
cells than green skin bananas.
An array of health benefits is
linked with this curvy yellow fruit.
Bananas help to attain your weight
loss goals, keeps your bowels
healthy, normalize the heart

The potassium, magnesium and vitamin content in
bananas all support heart health. According to the FDA,
bananas, high potassium and low sodium content reduce
therisk of cardiovascular disease against the adverse effect
of high blood pressure. Also Read: 5 Foods Abundant In
Potassium That Are Incredibly Healthy - Infographic

Bananas are an ideal choice of food recommended for
diarrhoea treatment. BRAT (bananas, rice, applesauce, and
toast)diet isrecommended for the nutritional management
of diarrhoea. Bananas replace the lost electrolytes like
potassium during bouts of diarrhoea that make you feel
weak. As per the study published in Nutrition Bulletin 2017,
the resistant starch in bananas support the gut health and
promotes regularity.

The highlevels of tryptophanin bananas are converted
to serotonin, the mood-elevating brain neurotransmitter
that helps to overcome depression and boosts memory. The
goodness of vitamin B6 and magnesium promotes good
sleep and relaxes the muscles.

Researchers at the Imperial College of London found
that children who ate just 1 banana per day had a 34% less
chance of developing asthma.

The presence of dietary fibre and the resistant starch
inbananas plays a vital role in weight loss because it slows
digestion, helps you feel full, keeps blood sugarlevels balanced,
and burns fat for energy reveals the Journal of Nutrition.
Also Read: Top 5 Super Foods To Achieve Weight Loss -
Infographic

Bananas cure heartburn. They balance the stomach's
pH and enhance the mucus layer, relieving pain. The fibre
contents ease the food to move faster through the intestine
preventing reflux.

Eating bananas regularly protects against stomach
ulcers by thickening the protective mucus barrier in the
stomach and preventing damage from hydrochloric acid.
The protease inhibitors in bananas eliminate stomach
bacteria that can cause stomach ulcers.

Bananas benefits for men include a range of health
benefits for men's health and are packed with nutrients.

Potassium, the main nutrient in bananas, helps toboost
the production of testosterone, the male sex hormone and

improves the libido. Tryptophan present in bananas helps
toincrease the secretion of serotonin, a hormone that lifts
mood and increases the sex drive in men.

Manganese and magnesiumin bananasimprove prostate
health and promote the functioning of reproductive organs
to their optimum.
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Bananas are a great source of bromelain and vitamin
B that regulates the hormone testosterone and increases
sexual desire, performance, and overall virility. Bananas
being a good source of carbohydrates boost energy levels
and increase blood circulation even to male reproductive
organs and help to improve libido.

Additional
Health Benefits
Promotes Kidney Health

kidney functionand managementofblood
pressure. Being intrinsically rich in
potassium, bananas would be a great
addition to your meal regimen when it
comes to maintaining kidney health.
Studies disclose that early-stage kidney
diseaseassociated with potassiumreduces
blood pressure and slower progression
of kidney disease. While a few people
withlast-stage kidney disease orondialysis
need to limit their potassium intake.

Help Exercise Recovery

forathletes, as it offer an instant source
of energy and minerals to replenish the
fluid lost during strenuous exercise.
Packed with the goodness of easily
digestible carbs, potassium, and
magnesium, both of which serve as a
natural source of electrolytes restoring
the body with the needed nutrition.
Besides these, bananas deliver impressive
amounts of nutrients before, during,
and after exercise.

Keep You Satiated

inbananas may support keeping you full
by adding bulk and slowing down the
digestion process. Also, bananas are low
incaloriesand highinfibre content making
themanideal andfilling snack than other
junk or highly processed foods.

Potassiumisacrucial mineral for healthy

Bananas are considered the ideal food

The presence of soluble dietary fibre

Body Growth Hormone and the Bodybuilding Craze

Surinderpal Singh

The desire tolook physically fit has become
stronger than ever. Social media platforms are
filled withimages of muscular bodies, dramatic
fitness transformations and promises of rapid
muscle gain. While regular exercise and balanced
nutrition remain the foundation of good health,
anincreasing number of young people are being
tempted by shortcuts such as Human Growth
Hormone (HGH). This growing trend deserves
serious attention because what appears to be
a quick path to success may actually lead to
lifelong health problems.

Human Growth Hormone, commonly known
asHGH or somatotropin, isanaturally occurring
protein hormone produced by the pituitary
gland at the base of the brain. It consists of 191
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amino acids and plays an essential role in the
growth ofbones, musclesand other body tissues.
Italso helpsregulate metabolismand stimulates
the production of Insulin-like Growth Factor-1
(IGF-1), which promotes normal growth and
tissue repair. In medicine, HGH is a valuable
treatment for children and adults suffering from
genuine growth hormone deficiencyand certain
other medical conditions. Under the supervision
of qualified doctors, it hasimproved the quality
of life for many patients.

Unfortunately, the same hormone is
increasingly being promoted in the bodybuilding
and gym industry as a miracle solution for
building muscle and burning fat. Some trainers,
online influencers and illegal suppliers claim
that HGH can produce extraordinary physiques
within a short period. Such claims are often
exaggerated and rarely supported by complete
scientific evidence. While growth hormone
may increase lean body mass in certain

circumstances, it cannot replace disciplined
training, proper nutrition, sufficient rest and
consistent effort. There is no injection that can
substitute for hard work.

The misuse of HGH has become a matter of
concern, especiallyamong teenagers and young
adults who may not fully understand its risks.
Because HGH is a protein hormone, it cannot
be taken orally and is administered through
injections. Many products sold outside legitimate
medical channels are counterfeit, contaminated,
or improperly manufactured, exposing users
toadditional dangers beyond the hormoneitself.

Healthexperts warn that unnecessary HGH
use can lead to swelling, joint pain, muscle
aches, high blood sugar, diabetes, enlargement
of internal organs, abnormal bone growth and
cardiovascular complications. Long-term misuse
may cause permanent changes that cannot be
reversed. Moreover,combining HGH withanabolic
steroids—acommon practiceinsomebodybuilding

circles—cansignificantly increase healthrisks.

There is also an ethical dimension to this
issue. Competitive sports organizations banthe
use of HGH as a performance-enhancing drug
because it provides an unfair advantage and
violates the principles of fair competition. Success
achieved through artificial enhancement
undermines the values of honesty, perseverance
and sportsmanship that every athlete should
uphold.

The fitness industry has a responsibility to
promote evidence-based health practices rather
than unrealistic expectations. Gym owners,
fitness trainers, teachers, parents and healthcare
professionals must educate young people about
the difference between medically necessary
treatment and dangerous misuse. Fitness should
never be measured only by muscle size or
appearance but by strength, endurance, overall
health and self-confidence.

Young people should remember that the

human body grows stronger through patience
and consistency. Balanced nutrition, scientific
training methods, adequate sleep and regular
physical activity remain the safest and most
effective waystoachieve lifelong fitness. Shortcuts
may seem attractive, but they often come with
hidden costs that are far greater than the
temporary benefits they promise.

The real message is simple: Human Growth
Hormone is a remarkable medical discovery
when used appropriately under medical
supervision. However, its misuse in the pursuit
of an ideal physique is neither wise nor safe.
Instead of chasing artificial perfection, society
should encourage healthy lifestyles, informed
choicesand realistic expectations. True strength
is not built in a syringe—it is built through
knowledge, discipline, and determination.

Surinderpal Singh
Aculty In Science Department
Sri Amritsar Sahib Punjab
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United News Of India

AICHI-NAGOYA (JAPAN), JULY
23 ‘The Indian men’s and women's
Kabaddi teams were both placed in
Group A for their respective
competitions at the Asian Games
2026 here.

The group compositions for both
kabaddi competitions at the 20th
Asian Games were confirmed on
Thursday. India's men were drawn
alongside Bangladesh, the Republic
of Korea, Chinese Taipei and Japan
in Group A.

Nepal, Thailand, Pakistan,
Malaysia and the Islamic Republic
of Iran make up Group B, keeping
India and the Iranians - traditional
powerhouses of the sport - apart for
the group phase.

The Indian women, meanwhile,
will face Iran, Japanand Bangladesh
in Group A. Sri Lanka, Thailand,

Chinese Taipei and Nepal complete
the women's field in Group B,
according to olympics.com.
Tenteams, split into two groups
of five, will contest the men's title
in Japan. The women's competition
features eight sides divided into two
groups of four. Since the 2006 Asian
Games,the kabaddi competition has

followed aformat where the top two
teams from each group afterthe
round-robin stage qualify for the
semi-finals.

The Asian Games 2026 will be
held from September 19 to October
4in Japan's Aichi prefecture.

The kabaddi events will be held
at the Tokai Citizens Gymnasium

Asian Games 2026
Kabaddi draws revealed

between September 21 and 26.

Kabaddi has been featured in
every Asian Games programme since
Beijing 1990, whensixteams contested
amen-only competitioninaround-
robin format. Awomen's event was
added to the programme in 2010.

The Indian men's kabaddi team
dominated the opening decades,
taking gold at every edition from
1990 to 2014 without dropping a
single match, a run that included a
final win over Pakistanat Doha 2006,
the first year a knockout round was
introduced. The Indian women's
kabaddi team was similarly unbeaten
on their way to titles in 2010 and
2014.That stranglehold snapped in
2018.India's menlost their first match
atthe continental meet, going down
23-24tothe Republicof Koreainthe
group stage before losing to eventual
champions Iran in the semi-finals
to settle for bronze.

Biggest win isn't Medal -
why Padel's Asian Games debut
changes sport forever

United News Of India governments pay attention,

federationsinvestdifferently,and parents
start looking at it as a sporting pathway.

That's when a sport really starts moving.
Atthe World Padel League, that'sexactly what
we've been working towards - bringing the
world's best players to India, creating greater
visibility forthe sport and helping build an
ecosystem that can support its long-term
growth.The AsianGamesisanotherimportant
step in that journey."Bhupathi believes the
Asian Games will be a defining moment for
the sport's development across the region,
giving countriesacompellingreason toinvest
in infrastructure, talent development and
stronger domestic ecosystems."It'sadefining
moment for the sportin this region. Countries
like Spain and Argentina havespent years
building strong padel cultures, and through
the World Padel League.

MUMBAIL JULY 23 Once played primarily
in Spain and Argentina before rapidly
expanding across Europe, the Middle East
and beyond, padel is now one of the world's
fastest-growingsports.

Its inclusion in the Asian Games marks a
defining milestone, not simply because medals
will be awarded, but because it signals a shift
in how the sport will be viewed, funded and
followedacross Asia.

ForWorld Padel League Co-Founder Mahesh
Bhupathi, this is the moment padel moves
from being an emerging sport to becoming
part of the mainstream sporting
conversation."The medals areimportant, but
they're only one part of the story. What really
changesis howasportis perceived. Onceyou're
part of an event like the Asian Games,

Hockey India Junior Women
Academy Championship begins

in Gwalior on July 24
fe " *-, :' = Wﬁ

West Indies fined for
slow over-rate in fifth ODI
against New Zealand

United News Of India

DUBALI, JULY 23 :The West Indies have been
fined five per cent of their match fee for maintaining
aslow over-rate in the fifth Men’s ODI against New
Zealand in Bridgetownon Tuesday.

Javagal Srinath of the Emirates ICC Elite Panel
of Match Referees imposed the sanction after

Shai Hope's side was ruled to be one over short
of the target after time allowances were takeninto
consideration.

In accordance with Article 2.22 of the ICC Code
of Conduct for Players and Player Support Personnel,
whichrelates to minimum over-rate offences, players
are fined five per cent of their match fee for every
over their side fails to bowl in the allotted time.

Hope pled guilty to the offence and accepted
the proposed sanction, so there was no need fora
formal hearing.

England unveil schedule for
blockbuster 2027 home summer

United News Of India

LONDON, JULY 23 :The
Englandand Wales Cricket Board
(ECB) have confirmed the Men'’s
and Women’s teams’ home
schedule, with the five-Test
Ashes series for the men's and
thewomen's multi-format Ashes
headlining a packed home
summer.Following their 4-1
crushing Down Under earlier
this year, the Men’s side will
begin their bid to reclaim the
Ashes at Trent Bridge on June
18 before Tests at Lord's,
Edgbaston, the Rose Bowland
The Oval.

The Rose Bowl will stage a
men's Ashes Test for the first
time, while The Oval will once
againhostthe series finale from
29 July.England Women,
meanwhile, will launch their
multi-format Ashes campaign
with a one-off Test

atHeadingley from 24 June
-thevenue's firstwomen's Ashes
Test since 2001.

The rivalry will then shift
tothe white-ballleg, with three
T20Is at Trent Bridge, The Oval

and Emirates Old Trafford before
athree-match ODIseriesatthe

Utilita Bowl, Lord's and
Edgbaston.

The series comes after
England and Australia met in
the ICC Women's T20 World
Cup 2026 Final earlier this
month, where thelatter reigned
aschampions,according toICC.

Outside the Ashes, England
Menwillopentheirhome season
with a five-match ODI series
against Pakistan before hosting
Bangladeshinaone-off Testat

Lord's.
Preparations for the ICC

Men's Cricket World Cup 2027
will conclude withawhite-ball
series against New Zealand in
September.

England Womenwill round
offtheir summer with T20land
ODIseriesagainst Bangladesh.

TheECBhavealsoconfirmed
that The Oval will host the ICC
World Test Championship 2027
Final from June9to 13, marking
the second time the venue has
staged the title decider.

United News Of India

GWALIOR,JULY 23 :The 4th Hockey
India Junior Women Academy
Championship 2026

(Zone A& B)is set to commence on
July24hereinMadhya Pradesh, bringing
together some

ofthe country'sfinest juniorwomen's
hockey academies to showcase the next
generation ofIndian hockey talent.

The 11-day tournament will conclude
on August 3, with the top teams from
both pools competing for the
championshiptitle.Atotal of 12 academy
teams have been divided into two pools
of sixteamseach, witheveryteamplaying
the othersinits respective pool during
the league stage. The top two teams
fromeach pool will qualify for the semi-
finals, scheduled for 2 August, followed
by the third-place playoff and the final
on3 August.Pool Acomprises RajaKaran
Hockey Academy, Khalsa Hockey
Academy (Amritsar), Sports Authority

of Gujarat - Hockey Academy, Hockey
Family BadhkhalsaNCR Hockey Society,

Tamil Nadu Hockey Academy, and
Pritam Siwach Hockey Academy, Sonepat.

Pool B features Ritu Rani Hockey
Academy, VadipattiRajaHockey Academy,
Bhai Behlo Hockey Academy Bhagta,
Mumbai Schools Sports Association,
Adyar Hockey Academy, and Madhya
Pradesh Hockey Academy.

The tournament will follow aleague
format during the pool stage, with teams
earning three points forawin, one point
for a draw, and no points for a loss. In
classification matches where a winner

is required, tied contests will be
decided by a shoot-out in accordance
with the FIH Tournament Regulations.

Speakingahead of the championship,
Hockey India President Dilip Tirkey said,
"The Junior Women Academy
Championship hasbecome animportant
platform in our efforts to strengthen

the grassroots development pathway
for women's hockey in India."
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Are you a writer, poet, storyteller, columnist, or feature writer
with a passion for literature or health writings? Headlines
Today offers a platform to share:

Literature Section: Well-crafted essays, literary articles,
reflections, and creative writings.

Health Section: Well-researched articles, expert
columns, and in-depth feature reports from

professionals and specialists.

Send your contributions to:
DrBasharat Khan
Honorary Editor: Literature & Health
Sections (HT) at

chogalwriter76@gmail.com

YOUR WORDS CAN INSPIRE,
INFORM, AND IGNITE; LET
THEM BE HEARD.
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