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Our Goal Is A Safe, Seamless And Spiritually
Fulfilling Pilgrimage For Every Devotee: LG Sinha

Reviews Preparations For Annual Pilgrimage; Directs Timely Completion Of Infrastructure
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People Have Understood
The Imporiance Of Political
Stability : PM Modi

m  HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, JUNE 10: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday said that the people of India have come to appreciate
the value of political stability and the decisive governance that a
stable government can provide, as he became the country's lon-
gest continuously serving elected prime minister.

Addressing a National Democratic Alliance (NDA) conclave in
the national capital, Modi credited the people of the country for
giving him the opportunity to serve for such an extended period

N

Over 3 Lakh Pilgrims
Visit Vaishno Devi Shrine
in First Week of June

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR,JUNE10: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj SinhaonWednes-
daydirected all departments and
agencies involved in the annual
pilgrimage to ensure the timely
completion of infrastructure and
essential services, emphasizing
thatthe administration's foremost
objectiveisto provide asafe, seam-
less and spiritually fulfilling expe-
rience for every pilgrim.

Chairing a high-level review
meeting to assess preparedness
forthe pilgrimage, the Lieutenant
Governor said the journey will
commence onJuly 3 and conclude
on August 28. He stressed the
importance of coordinated efforts
among all stakeholders to ensure
smooth conductofone ofthe coun-
try's largest religious events.

B HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

JAMMU, JUNE 10: More than three lakh
pilgrims visited the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine during the first week of June, marking

a significant surge in pilgrim arrivals as the
@ Turn on Page 2

LG Addresses
® IMMUNOCON-2026
in Srinagar

Describing the pilgrimage as a
national event, Sinha called for
seamless coordination, proactive
planning and strict monitoring of
all arrangements. He instructed
departments to maintain the high-
est standards of efficiency and
safety while delivering services

to pilgrims.

Officialsinformed the meeting
thatregistrations have witnessed
a strong response and that the
number of pilgrims this year is
expected to exceed recent years.
Inview ofthe anticipatedincrease
in footfall, the Lieutenant Gover-

nor directed departmentstoadopt
awhole-of-governmentapproach
and strengthen inter-agency coor-
dination.

Reviewing infrastructure
works, he was informed that

tracks along both the Baltal
@ Tum on Page 2
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SRINAGAR, JUNE 10: Lieutenant Governor
Shri Manoj Sinha on Wednesday attended the
inaugural session of the Annual Conference of

the Indian Immunology Society
@ Turn on Page 2

and described their continued supportas areflection of their faith
in stable governance.

“People of the country have understood the importance of
political stability at the national level,” the Prime Minister said,
noting that the years before 2014 were marked by instability
and political uncertainty. He added that citizens are now wit-
nessing the benefits of a government capable of taking timely
and decisive decisions.
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Enhance Rail Services During Airport Closure : Omar Abdullah
CM seeks increased train frequency and Vande Bharat halt at Anantnag
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NEW DELHI, JUNE 10: Chief e RS - - person who transfers or
Minister Omar Abdullah on Tues- = moves illegally acquired

day urged the Union Government o —~

to enhance railway services to

Jammu and Kashmir during the

scheduled closure of Srinagar Air- \ 2B

port in October, stressing that \ %P 4‘
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money on behalf of
someone else.

Committee To Fix Responsibility
For Any Negligence In Gulmarg
Gondola Breakdown

B HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

ENSURE QUALITY,
TIMELY EXECUTION OF
PROJECTS: DY CM

m HT NEWS NETWORK

Don'thea
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SRINAGAR, JUNE 10: The Jammu and Kashmir Gov-
ernment has constituted a five-member inquiry com-
mittee to investigate the technical malfunction of the
Gulmarg Gondola service that left more than 300 tour-
ists stranded mid-air last month, directing the panel to
identify any negligence or procedural lapses and submit
its report within 10 days.

Anorderissued by the General Administration Depart-
ment (GAD) said the committee, headed by Managing
Director of Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation
Limited Mahmood Shah, has been tasked with establish-
ing the complete sequence of events that led to the
incident and determining whether any operational

@ Turn on Page 2

BANDIPORA, JUNE 10: Deputy ChiefMin-
ister Surinder Choudhary today conducted
an extensive tour of Bandipora district to
inspect and review the progress of several
key developmental projects being executed
in the district.

The Deputy Chief Minister was accompa-
nied by MLA Bandipora, Nizam-ud-Din Bhat
and MLA Sonawari, Hilal Akbar Lone.

Duringthe visit, the Deputy Chief Minister

emphasized the need for timely and speedy
@ Turn on Page 2
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CS Shapes Rehab Framework for Drug Victims

Easy money is never
worth the risk.

Protect your account.
Protect yourself.

m HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 10: In a
major step towards strengthen-
ing the fight against substance

forvictims of drug abuse, aimed
at facilitating their successful
reintegration into society
throughastructured rehabilita-
tion cycle.

fare Department; Commission-
er Secretary, School Education
Department; Secretary, Skill
Development Department;
Director Colleges; Head of
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gave shape toal comprehensive
Rehabilitation and Socio-Eco-
nomicReintegration Framework

tional Chief Secretary, Finance;
Principal Secretary, Home; Com-
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seeks to move beyond conven-
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Our Goalls.....

and Pahalgam routes have been widened
to approximately 12 feet to facilitate safer
movement. Sinha directed the concerned
agencies, including the Border Roads
Organisation, to complete all remaining
works and ensure both routes are fully
operational by June 25. He also ordered the
installation of crash barriers and hand
railings at vulnerable locations leading to
the base camps.

The meeting reviewed arrangements
related to road connectivity, sanitation,
drinking water supply, electricity, health-
care facilities, transportation, accommoda-
tion centres, disaster management and
telecommunications. The Lieutenant
Governor directed authorities to increase
holding capacities at key locations,
enhance the number of toilets and ambu-
lances and ensure comprehensive disaster
preparedness.

He also instructed district administra-
tions to identify slippery stretches and
areas vulnerable to falling rocks, install
adequate warning signs and undertake
regular inspections of the routes to
enhance pilgrim safety.

Sinha further directed that only high-
quality tents be permitted at camps and
that all pilgrims and service providers
possess valid registration and RFID cards
while using the pilgrimage routes. He also
called for proper fencing of pony stands,
preparation of a comprehensive emergency
evacuation plan and uninterrupted
telecommunications services throughout
the pilgrimage corridor.

All departments have been directed to
establish their camps and operational
centres by June 20 to ensure readiness well
before the commencement of the pilgrim-
age.

Earlier, officials presented a detailed
status report on works being undertaken
by various departments and agencies to
facilitate the smooth and successful
conduct of the annual pilgrimage.

Over 3 Lakh.....

summer holiday season gathers momen-
tum across the country.

Officials said the shrine has been
witnessing a steady increase in footfall
since the beginning of the month, with
thousands of devotees arriving daily at
Katra, the base camp for the pilgrimage in
Reasi district of Jammu and Kashmir.

According to official data, 37,100 devo-
tees visited the shrine on June 1, followed
by 40,200 on June 2, 40,300 on June 3,
40,000 on June 4, 42,500 on June 5, 47,500
on June 6, 48,300 on June 7 and 48,500 on
June 8. The cumulative number of visitors
crossed the three lakh mark during the
period.

Officials attributed the surge to the onset
of summer vacations in schools and
colleges, which traditionally results in
increased pilgrimage and tourism activity.

The unprecedented rush has also put
pressure on registration facilities, forcing
the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board to
close registration counters ahead of
schedule on several occasions. On June 6,
registrations were suspended two hours
before the designated closing time, while
all registration centres were shut around 7
p.m. on June 8 due to overwhelming
demand.

Authorities said the decision was taken
in compliance with guidelines issued by
the National Green Tribunal, which restrict
the number of pilgrims undertaking the
journey to 50,000 per day as part of
environmental and crowd-management
measures.

The heavy inflow has led to near-full
occupancy in hotels and accommodation
facilities, while advance bookings for
helicopter services, battery-operated
vehicles and ropeway facilities have also
witnessed exceptionally high demand.

To facilitate smoother movement of
pilgrims and reduce waiting time, the
Shrine Board has opened all three cave
routes for darshan.

The surge in pilgrim arrivals has pro-
vided a major boost to Katra's economy,
bringing renewed business activity for
hoteliers, transport operators, shopkeepers
and other stakeholders dependent on
pilgrimage tourism.

Local business owners described the
current season as one of the busiest in
recent years, expressing optimism that the
sustained influx of visitors will help
strengthen the region's tourism sector and
support livelihoods linked to the annual
pilgrimage.

Officials expect the rush to continue in
the coming weeks as the peak summer
travel season progresses, with daily pilgrim
numbers remaining close to the prescribed
limit.

LG Addresses.....

‘IMMUNOCON-2026’, at Srinagar.

The prestigious event, organized by the
Advanced Centre for Human Genetics
SKIMS, is themed “Beneath the Grandeur of
Chinar: [lluminating Mysteries from
Fundamentals to Translational Frontiers in
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Health”.

In his keynote address, the Lieutenant
Governor highlighted the evolving role of
immunology in biomedical innovation and
healthcare.

The Lieutenant Governor hailed the
human immune system as one of nature's
most extraordinary living architectures,
that defends the body with remarkable
precision.

He emphasised on translating the
scientific knowledge into public health
action and putting dedicated focus on
immunological research to further
strengthen the ability to combat infectious
diseases, improve vaccine effectiveness
and enhance healthcare delivery.

The Lieutenant Governor stated that the
continuous immunological innovation
remains a moral obligation to prepare for
future global health threats.

“I consider 'Precision Medicine' to be a
major revolution in the healthcare sector
today. Scientists, experts and researchers
from various disciplines and institutions
participating in this conference must
collaborate and deliberate on this aspect
and focus on inventing solutions capable of
transforming medical science,” the
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor called upon the
scientists and stakeholders to foster deeper
collaborations and work on three key
areas: “First, there is a need to develop
'Immuno-Al Fusion' systems using Artifi-
cial Intelligence tools to help create
immune profiles across different age
groups in states.

Second, scientists, given the changing
environment, must work on 'climate
immunity' and prepare for the challenges
and potential threats including pandemics.

Third, stakeholders in “Translational
Medicine” must reduce the time gap
between laboratory discoveries and
practical patient care, ensuring that the
public healthcare system gains access to
new diagnostic tools, medical devices, and
therapies”.

The Lieutenant Governor expressed his
gratitude to the global immunology
community for their lifelong dedication to
safeguarding human life.

He also stated that organising the annual
conference of the Indian Immunology
Society in Jammu Kashmir aligns with the
region’s ancient legacy as a historic hub of
knowledge and scientific discovery.

Prof. G P Talwar, Founder Director,
National Institute of Immunology; Prof. M.
Ashraf Ganie, Director SKIMS; Prof. Amit
Awasthi, President, Indian Immunology
Society; Prof. Anil Kaul, Vice Chancellor
Malla Reddy Vishwavidyapeeth; Dr. Bashir
A Fomda, Dean Medical Faculty SKIMS;
Prof. Dil Afroze, Head, Advanced Centre for
Human Genetics SKIMS; scientists,
researchers, policymakers, industry
partners, and senior officials were present.

People Have.....

Modi also said that the vision of a
developed India has evolved into a national
mission embraced by citizens across the
country, transcending political affiliations.
Emphasising the importance of public
trust, he said the confidence reposed in the
government has strengthened over the
years through its commitment to gover-
nance and development.

The Prime Minister described the NDA's
twelve years in office as a period of
transformation and renewed public
confidence, asserting that the alliance had
fulfilled the hopes placed in it by the
electorate.

The occasion was marked by congratula-
tory messages from world leaders, a
standing ovation at a Union Cabinet
meeting, and celebrations by Bharatiya
Janata Party leaders and workers across the
country.

With this milestone, Modi surpassed the
tenure of Jawaharlal Nehru as the longest
continuously serving elected prime
minister of India. He crossed the record of
4,398 consecutive days in office, setting a
new benchmark in the nation's democratic
history.

The achievement marks a significant
chapter in Indian politics and underscores
Modi's enduring position at the centre of
the country's governance landscape.

Enhance Rail.....

stronger rail connectivity would be
crucial for sustaining tourism, pilgrimage
travel and economic activity in the Valley.

During a meeting with Union Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw in New Delhi,
the Chief Minister discussed a range of
measures aimed at expanding rail services
and improving passenger convenience in
the Union Territory.

Omar Abdullah appreciated the perfor-
mance of the Jammu-Srinagar Vande
Bharat Express, describing it as a major
milestone in strengthening connectivity
between the Kashmir Valley and the rest of
the country. He praised the service for its
passenger comfort, reliability and punctu-
ality.

Highlighting growing public demand for
improved accessibility, the Chief Minister

requested the Railway Ministry to consider
a halt for the Vande Bharat Express at
Anantnag. He said the move would
significantly benefit residents of South
Kashmir and surrounding areas by provid-
ing easier access to the premium rail
service.

The Chief Minister also drew attention to
the scheduled closure of Srinagar Airport
from October 1 to October 15 for runway
maintenance and resurfacing works. He
noted that the temporary shutdown
coincides with one of the busiest tourist
seasons in Kashmir and could affect the
movement of visitors, pilgrims and local
residents.

Seeking measures to address the antici-
pated travel disruption, Omar Abdullah
urged the Railway Ministry to increase the
frequency of Vande Bharat and other train
services during the airport closure period.
He said enhanced rail connectivity would
provide a dependable alternative to air
travel and help ensure uninterrupted
movement of passengers.

The Chief Minister emphasized that addi-
tional train services would be particularly
beneficial during the festive holiday season
and would support both tourism and local
travel requirements.

The meeting reviewed the growing role
of rail transport in the region following the
launch of the Vande Bharat service
between Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra and
Srinagar, which established the first direct
rail connection between Jammu and the
Kashmir Valley.

Ensure quality.....

execution of works while maintaining
quality standards to ensure that the
projects are completed within stipulated
timelines and dedicated to the people at
the earliest.

The Deputy Chief Minister inspected the
ongoing construction work on the 1x20-
metre double-lane composite bridge at
Naninara, Sumbal and reviewed the pace of
progress on the ground. He directed the
executing agencies to ensure strict adher-
ence to the set quality parameters and
expedite work for its timely completion.

During the tour, he also visited the
Sumbal Foot Bridge near the Shrine of
Ahmad Sahib Naninara. He assured the
local residents that the long-pending
project would be taken up on priority in
view of its importance for the public
convenience and connectivity.

At Garoora Bridge, the Deputy Chief
Minister assessed the status of ongoing
works. He instructed the concerned
officials to accelerate construction activi-
ties while maintaining the quality stan-
dards so that the project is completed
within the stipulated timeframe.

Reviewing the progress of the car
parking facility at Gulshan Chowk, Main
Market Bandipora, he observed that the
project would significantly help in easing
traffic congestion and improving parking
management in the busy market area,
benefiting the traders and visitors alike.

The Deputy Chief Minister also inspected
the Girls Hostel and Composite Building at
Nadim Memorial Higher Secondary School,
Kaloosa. He stressed the importance of
creating quality educational infrastructure
to provide students with a conducive learn-
ing environment.

While inspecting the Sopore-Bandipora
Road, he reviewed the condition of the
stretch and directed officials to expedite
the ongoing works to improve road
connectivity, commuter safety and overall
travel convenience.

Addressing a public gathering at a Stone
Quarry site at Gund Saderkote, Surinder
Choudhary assured the people that all their
genuine demands and grievances would be
taken up with the concerned authorities for
appropriate action. He reiterated the
government's commitment to safeguarding
public interests while ensuring balanced
and sustainable development.

The Deputy Chief Minister also met a
deputation at Kaloosa Bridge, patiently
listened to their concerns and developmen-
tal demands. He assured them that all their
genuine issues would be pursued with the
concerned departments for prompt
redress.

During the inspection, the Deputy Chief
Minister issued directions for construction
of new Bridge on Bandipora- Sopore road
and released funds of Rs 1.2 crore for the
project.

“All executing agencies and concerned
departments should ensure speedy work
execution, maintain quality standards and
complete the projects in a time-bound
manner so that their benefits reach the
people without delay,” he said.

Senior Officers from the district adminis-
tration Bandipora, Engineering Wings and
other departments accompanied the
Deputy Chief Minister.

Committee To.....

failure contributed to the breakdown.

The malfunction occurred on May 25
when the cable car system developed a
technical snag, halting operations and leav-
ing hundreds of tourists and local guides

suspended in cabins. A large-scale
rescue operation involving the Army,
Police, National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), and State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) was launched,
and all stranded passengers were
safely evacuated.

According to the government order,
the committee will undertake a
comprehensive technical examination
of the cable car system to determine
the nature, cause, and extent of the
failure. It will scrutinize operational
procedures, maintenance schedules,
inspection mechanisms, and safety
protocols to assess whether estab-
lished standards were followed at the
time of the incident.

The panel has also been mandated
to examine if any act of negligence,
procedural violation, or operational
lapse directly or indirectly contributed
to the malfunction. It will identify
responsibility wherever shortcomings
are found among individuals or
agencies associated with the operation
and maintenance of the cable car
system.

Besides determining accountability,
the committee will recommend
immediate measures required for the
safe restoration and operation of the
Gondola service. It will also suggest
long-term technical, administrative,
and safety reforms aimed at prevent-
ing similar incidents in the future.

The government's decision to order
a detailed probe underscores the
importance of ensuring passenger
safety and maintaining public confi-
dence in one of Jammu and Kashmir's
most visited tourist attractions. The
findings of the committee are expect-
ed to guide future safety and opera-
tional improvements for the cable car
system.

CS Shapes.....

treatment by adopting a holistic
approach that combines medical care,
psychosocial support, education, skill
development, employment opportuni-
ties and sustained monitoring to
prevent relapse and promote social
stability.

During the meeting, the Chief
Secretary outlined the comprehensive
strategy envisioned by the Govern-
ment to address the growing challenge
of substance abuse through a coordi-
nated, treatment-to-reintegration
approach based upon the Individual
Reintegration Plans (IRPs) for each of
the victim as per his customized
requirements.

He emphasized that the framework
should be adopted forthwith on a pilot
basis through IMHANS Srinagar and
one additional district to identify
operational challenges and fine-tune
the model before its large-scale
implementation across the Union
Territory.

Elaborating on the proposed
mechanism, the Chief Secretary
observed that each Addiction Treat-
ment Facility (ATF) should function
through a collaborative support
system comprising trained Counsel-
lors and Psychiatrists from the Health
Department an ASHA Worker, and a
Social Worker designated by the Social
Welfare Department.

He stated that the ASHA Worker
would play a vital role in ensuring
adherence to treatment protocols by
assisting beneficiaries in taking
prescribed medicines regularly and
facilitating timely follow-up consulta-
tions making home visits.

The Chief Secretary further stressed
that the Social Worker would serve as
the critical link between treatment
and rehabilitation by motivating
recovering individuals towards
stabilization, rehabilitation and their
eventual reintegration into the
socio-economic mainstream.

He noted that beneficiaries could be
linked with self-employment initia-
tives, livelihood-generation pro-
grammes and various Centrally
Sponsored Schemes, besides being
encouraged to resume their education
for those who had left these midway,
thereby ensuring long-term recovery
and self-reliance under continuous
monitoring and support.

Highlighting the need for commu-
nity participation, the Chief Secretary
also advocated the creation of an
additional support network compris-
ing trained counsellors drawn from
Self Help Groups (SHGs), educational
institutions and health centres to
strengthen outreach, counselling and
follow-up mechanisms and transform
the initiative into a sustainable and
successful model of rehabilitation.

Speaking on the occasion, Addition-
al Chief Secretary, Finance, Shailendra
Kumar, assured full support from the
Finance Department for successful
implementation of the initiative.

He advised the Social Welfare
Department to further refine the
framework to make it more realistic,
outcome-oriented and beneficial for
the affected individuals, ensuring
tangible socio-economic gains for
those undergoing rehabilitation.

The scheme as elaborated by the
Principal Secretary, Home, Chandraker
Bharti is designed around six key
objectives, including institutionalizing
a structured rehabilitation cycle,
ensuring seamless transition from
detoxification to socio-economic
stabilization, reducing relapse rates
through continuous care and monitor-
ing, establishing mentor-led hand-
holding for beneficiaries, promoting
interdepartmental convergence and
preventing premature exit before
certified stabilization.

Elaborating it further the Commis-
sioner Secretary, Social Welfare
Department, Sarmad Hafeez revealed
that under the framework, rehabilita-
tion shall be undertaken through
three distinct phases spanning over a
period of time.

He divulged that the first phase,
Treatment and Stabilization focuses on
centralized intake, assessment, detoxi-
fication, clinical evaluation and risk
categorization of beneficiaries. Cases
referred from government-recognized
de-addiction centres will undergo
comprehensive assessment by
authorized psychiatric professionals.

Additionally based on risk levels,
beneficiaries will receive appropriate
supervision and support. The Depart-
ment shall prepare preliminary
Individual Reintegration Plans (IRPS)
covering educational, social and
economic rehabilitation needs. The
District Task Force will review these
plans and assign dedicated mentors to
each beneficiary.

The second phase, as elucidated
includes Reintegration and Livelihood
Activation, which focuses on socio-
economic activation and implementa-
tion of approved Individual Reintegra-
tion Plans. Beneficiaries will be
connected with education, skill
development programmes, appren-
ticeships, employment opportunities
and livelihood interventions.

The third phase, Sustained Monitor-
ing and Social Inclusion, will concen-
trate on long-term retention, commu-
nity acceptance and sustained
socio-economic stability. Beneficiaries
will continue receiving support to
maintain educational pursuits,
employment, entrepreneurship
initiatives, family relationships and
mental well-being.

A key feature of the proposed frame-
work is the institution of mentor-led
handholding, whereby each benefi-
ciary will be assigned a dedicated
mentor responsible for continuous
guidance, coordination with depart-
ments, monitoring of progress and
facilitating access to opportunities and
support systems.

Moreover these designated mentors
will conduct periodic physical,
telephonic and digital follow-ups to
verify progress and provide continued
guidance.

The framework also emphasizes
strong interdepartmental conver-
gence, bringing together multiple
departments and stakeholders to
ensure seamless delivery of services
and benefits required for the rehabili-
tation process.

During the meeting, Head, IMHANS
Srinagar, Prof. (Dr.) Arshid Hussain,
presented the proposed treatment and
rehabilitation framework, highlighting
evidence-based protocols and best
practices required for ensuring the
success of the initiative. He elaborated
on the institution's three-tier “Circle of
Care” model, detailing the roles and
responsibilities of various stakehold-
ers involved in the rehabilitation and
socio-economic reintegration process
as per the IRP model.

Prof. Hussain also outlined a
comprehensive capacity-building
roadmap for the personnel associated
with the programme and informed
the meeting about the series of
training programmes proposed to be
conducted by IMHANS Srinagar.

These trainings, he noted, would
equip the concerned functionaries
with the requisite skills and knowl-
edge for effective implementation of
the framework and facilitate the
timely operationalization of all
components of the strategy.

By integrating treatment, livelihood
generation, social inclusion and
continuous monitoring into a single
structured framework, the Govern-
ment aims to significantly reduce
relapse rates, enhance recovery
outcomes and empower recovering
individuals to lead productive,
dignified and self-reliant lives.
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KULGAM, JUNE 10: Minister
for Healthand Medical Education,
Social Welfare and Education,
Sakeena Itoo, today visited
Ahmadabad and several other
villages in D.H. Pora, where she
held an extensive public outreach
programme to hear the griev-
ances, issues and demands ofthe
local residents.

Alarge number of people from
Ahmadabad and adjoining areas
participated in the event and
apprised the Minister of various
developmental needs and public
welfare concerns.

Sakeena Itoo gave a patient
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hearing to the issues raised and
assured the people that all their
genuine demands would be

addressed ina phased and time-
bound manner.
Addressing the gathering on
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the occasion, she highlighted
various initiatives and people-
centric measures undertaken by

f@ @headlinestodaydaily

the presentgovernment to ensure
equitable development and
improve the quality of life across
Jammuand Kashmir. She said the
government is committed to
strengthen the publicinfrastruc-
ture, enhance service delivery
and create new opportunities for
youthand women. She added that
the Government is resolved to
workwith transparency,account-
ability and a focus on inclusive
growth.

The Minister also directed the
concerned officers to take prompt
actionontheissuesraised during
the public outreach programme
and ensure effective follow-up
for their early resolution.
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Sakeena Itoo visits several areas in D.H. Pora, holds
public outreach programme at Ahmadabad, Kulgam
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We Will Continue To Take
Firm Action Against Those
Involved In Drug Trafficking:
Ladakh LG Saxena

m  HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

LEH, JUNE 10: The Ladakh Administration has
intensified its battle against drug abuse and traf-
ficking after a major anti-narcotics crackdown
revealed the alarming involvement of local youths,
includingjuveniles and underage girls, in both drug
consumption and peddling.

The development emerged within days of the
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FC/ACS Tourism Visits
Verinag and Kokernag,
Assures Swift Resolution of
Tourism-Related Issues
m HT NEWS NETWORK

LPC Ichgam Stages Play “Yateem Kour” at
GHS Battapora Kanihama Badgam

= GULFAM BARJI

formation of the Anti-Narcotics Task Force (ANTF),
which was constituted on the directions of Vinai
Kumar Saxena. Officials said the task force has
apprehended several drug consumers and peddlers
and seized 1.5 kilograms of charas during its first
week of operations.

Investigations have uncovered a troubling pattern
in which young drug users are increasingly engag-
ing in drug trafficking to finance their addiction.
Authorities described the involvement of juveniles
and young women in narcotics-related activities as
amatterof serious concern, underscoring the grow-
ing social challenge posed by substance abuse in
the Union Territory.

The crackdown comes against the backdrop of
298 newly reported cases of drug abuse in Ladakh
inrecent months. Officials said targeted operations
have exposed the extent of youth involvement in
the drug trade and highlighted the urgent need for
stronger awareness campaigns, preventive measures
and community participation.

Authorities have also detected inter-state con-
nections in the narcotics supply chain, indicating
thatdrug trafficking networks operatingin Ladakh
extend beyond the region. Investigators further
reported instances of intravenous drug use, raising
concerns about potential public health risks and the
spread of communicable diseases.

Officials said the swift action by the newly con-
stituted ANTF reflects the administration’s com-
mitment to combating drug abuse through focused
enforcement, intelligence-based operations and
public cooperation.

Reiterating the administration’s zero-tolerance
approach, Saxena said that drug abuse poses a seri-
ousthreattothe social fabric of society and affirmed
that authorities would continue taking stringent
actionagainst those involved in narcotics trafficking
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BADGAM, JUNE 10: Luka Pather
Centre, Ichgam, Badgam organized
a cultural programme at Govt, High
School Battapora, KanihamaBadgam
whereitsartists presented the Kash-
miri play “Yateem Kour.” The perfor-
mance was warmly appreciated by
students, teachers and local residents.
The play depicts the struggles of an
orphan girl and highlights issues of
socialinjustice, exploitation, women’s
rights and human compassion.
Through its powerful message the
play emphasized the importance of
social justiceand humanity.The pro-
gramme was organized under the
Repertory Grant Scheme “Guru
Shishya Parampara” of the Ministry
of Culture, Govt, of India New Delhi.

Headmaster Khurshid Khamosh
attended the eventasthe chiefguest.
Appreciating the efforts of the artists
he highlighted the important role of
theatre in creating social awareness
and preserving cultural heritage.

ANANTNAG, JUNE 10: Financial Commissioner
and Additional Chief Secretary (ACS), Tourism
Department, Ashish Chandra Verma (IAS), paid an
extensive visit to the renowned tourist destinations
of Verinag and Kokernag, where he interacted with
officials,employees, stakeholders,and local contrac-
tors, assuring them that their genuine concerns
would be addressed on priority.The senior officer
was accorded a warm welcome at Verinag Garden
by the Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Verinag Devel-
opment Authority (VDA) Mohammad RoufRehman
(JKAS), along with the authority's officers and staff
members. During his visit, the ACS Tourism held a
detailed interaction with the CEO and officials of
the VDA and patiently listened to various develop-

The event concluded with enthu-
siastic applause from the audience

for the meaningful presentationand
outstanding performances.

CRPF Medical Camp Benefits 255 Villagers in Anantnag

m  HT NEWS NETWORK Ahmad and Dr. Jahan Ara

from Qaimoh, along with
trained paramedical staff.
Men, women, senior

healthcare in rural areas
while strengthening ties
between security forces
and local communities.

medical consultations,
health check-ups,
diagnosis and distribution
of medicines. It was

mental and administrative issues concerning Veri-
nag and its tourism infrastructure.
Officials apprised him of several challenges requir-

ANANTNAG, JUNE 10:
As part of its Civic Action

ingimmediate attention, including matters related Programme (CAP), the 90 inaugurated by ShriPankaj  citizens and children Residents appreciated the while strengthening efforts related to awareness,
to tourism development, infrastructure enhance- Battalion of the Central Kumar Singh, Second-in- participated in large humanitarian effort and prevention and rehabilitation.
ment, and operational issues. Responding posi- Reserve Police Force Command, 90 Bn CRPF, in numbers and received thanked the CRPF for The Lieutenant Governor also appealed to parents,
tively, Ashish Chandra Verma assured the officials (CRPF) organized a free the presence of Dr. Suraj medical care and free bringing essential educational institutions, religious leaders, civil
that all genuine concerns would be examined and medical camp at Primary Kumar Singh, Chief medicines. Medical healthcare services to their society organisations and citizens to support ongo-
resolved at the earliest. School Kanjigund in Medical Officer, OG 90 Bn experts examined patients  doorstep. ing anti-drug initiatives by sharing information,
Later in the afternoon, at around 2:30 PM, the Bijbehara area of Anantnag  CRPF, and Shri Ranjeet suffering from various The successful camp promoting awareness and helping vulnerable youth
Financial Commissioner visited Kokernag, where district, providing Kumar Maurya, Deputy ailments and provided highlighted the CRPF's stay away from narcotic substances.
he was received by the staff of the Kokernag Devel- healthcare servicesto 255  Commandant. treatment and health- commitment to commu- The latest crackdown is being viewed as a sig-
opment Authority (KDA) under the leadership of the residents from Kanjigund, The programme was related guidance. nity welfare and public nificant step in Ladakh’s efforts to dismantle drug
CEO, KDA. A formal welcome was organized at the Uranhall and nearby conducted by a team of Officials said the outreach through networks and safeguard young people from the
KDA office premises. villages. CRPF medical profession- initiative was aimed at meaningful civic initia- growing menace of narcotics.
During the visit, the Administrative Secretary The camp offered free als, assisted by Dr. Tawseef ~ improving access to tives.

Tourism held an extensive and fruitful interaction
with officers, employees, and local contractors
associated with tourism-related works in the area.
The participants highlighted several issues and
developmental requirements aimed at further

People In J&K Living In Peace, Those In PoJK Being Killed: Minister Sanjay Seth

strengthening tourism infrastructure and visitor
facilities in Kokernag.The ACS Tourism carefully
heard their concerns and emphasized the govern-
ment's commitment to promoting tourism destina-
tions across Jammu and Kashmir through better
infrastructure, efficient administration, and timely
execution of development projects.

Accordingto officials present during the meeting,
Ashish Chandra Verma issued clear instructions
that all pending issues concerning Verinag and
Kokernag should be taken up on priority. He direct-
ed the concerned authorities, including the CEO of
the Tourism Development Authority, to place all
unresolved matters before the department for their
early resolution and necessary action.

The visit was widely appreciated by tourism
stakeholders, traders, local contractors, and mem-
bers of civil society, who expressed satisfaction over
the proactive approach adopted by the Administra-
tive Secretary. Many described the visit as encour-
aging and result-oriented, noting that the officer's
assurances anddirectionsreflected the government's
commitment towards strengthening tourism infra-
structure and addressing long-pending concerns of
the sector.Stakeholders expressed hope that the visit
would pave the way for accelerated development and
timely resolution of issues affecting the tourism
industry in both Verinag and Kokernag, two of South
Kashmir's most prominent tourist destinations.
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SRINAGAR, JUN 10: Amid
reports of unrest in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir, Minister of
State for Defence Sanjay Seth on
Wednesday said the people in
Jammu and Kashmir were living
in peace and theregion was pros-
pering, while those across the
border were being killed.

Speaking to reporters here,
Seth asked people not to worry
about their security, saying that
“noone canevendare toraise an
eye" against India.

"The citizens of the country
need not worry. Under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and our Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, there is nothing
to worry. No one can even dare
to raise an eye,” Seth said.

The minister was in Srinagar
to visit the revered Hazratbal
shrine, where he inaugurated a
cleanlinessdrive under the theme
‘12 saalbemisaal’ marking Modi's
12 years in office.

"See how much peace there is

-
|
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(inJammuand Kashmir).Between
January 1, 2025 and December
31, 2025, after the (Pahalgam
terror attack)incident, 1.77 crore
tourists visited here. And my
assessment is that this time, in
2026, the number of tourists will

reach three crores,” he said.
Seth said people are enthusi-
astic to visit the Kashmir valley.
"Our people want to come here.
That's why Prime Minister Modi
asked not to travel abroad. If you
want to travel, come to Kashmir,

b R

gotothe Northeast," Sethadded.

Healso praised Prime Minister
Modi for keeping inflation in
check amid the West Asia crisis.

"There is a war-like situation
inthe Middle East. Has anything
vanished from the market here?

No. Have prices increased exor-
bitantly? No. Is there any panic?
No.Why? Because thereis peace.
Everything is calm,” he said.

"We don't have oil wells here,
yet the fuel prices have not
increased exorbitantly. There has
been a minimal increase,” he
added. On Modi completing 12
years in office, Seth said that it
was avery important day for the
country, adding that the prime
minister “changed the country’s
destiny and image”.

"PM Modi, who has also
changed the destiny and image
of Kashmir, completed 12 years,
i.e., 4,399 days as elected PM.
Today, first thing in the morning,
I went to the Shankaracharya
Temple. There, I offered prayers
and oversaw a cleanliness drive.
Then I came to this holy dargah
to offer prayers for the PM, for his
good healthand longlife," he said.

He said the entire country is
praying for Modi's good health
and longlife. "The country today
ismoving forward peacefully and
very rapidly,” he said.
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Sports quota recruitment a historic step towards empowering
youth, recognising excellence: Satish Sharma

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 10: In a
major boost to the sporting
fraternity of Jammu and Kash-
mir and a significant step to-
wards creating sustainable
career opportunities for the
athletes, Minister for Youth
Services & Sports, Food, Civil
Supplies & Consumer Affairs,
Information Technology and
Science & Technology, Satish
Sharma, today congratulated
the 223 outstanding sportsper-
sons who have been selected
forappointment to government
services under the sports
quota.

Terming the recruitment
asalandmark achievementin
the government's efforts to
promote sports and youth em-
powerment, the Minister said
thattheselectionofsuchalarge
number of athletes reflects the
administration'scommitment
towards honouring the sport-
ing excellence and ensuring
that talented sportspersons
are provided meaningful op-
portunities beyond the playing
arena.

The Minister expressed
heartfelt gratitude to the Chief
Minister for his unwavering
support and keen interest in
strengthening the sports eco-
systemin Jammuand Kashmir.
He informed that the appoint-
ment orders would be for-
mally handed over to the se-

223 sportspersons selected for government JObS appomtment orders to be handed over by Chief Minister

lected candidates by the Chief
Minister ataspecial ceremony,
marking a proud and memo-
rable occasion for the athletes
and their families.

Satish Sharmasaid that the
government under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah has adopted a com-
prehensive approach towards
sports development, focusing
notonly oninfrastructure cre-
ation and competitive excel-
lence but also on ensuring
social and economic security
for athletes who dedicate years
ofhard work and perseverance
to bring laurels to Jammu and
Kashmir.

"The selection of 223
sportspersons for government
employment is not merely a
recruitment process; it is a
recognition of the discipline,
commitment, sacrifices and
achievements of our young
athletes. It sends a strong
message that excellence in
sports will be respected, re-
warded and supported by the
government,” the Minister
said.

He observed that sports
have emerged as a powerful
vehicle for youth engagement,
character-building, leadership
developmentand social trans-
formation. He added that by
creating assured career path-
ways for athletes, the govern-
ment is encouraging young
people to pursue sports with

greater confidence and com-
mitment.

The Minister highlighted
various initiatives being un-
dertaken to strengthen the
sports landscape across the
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Union Territory, including the
upgradation of sports infra-
structure, development of
modern training facilities,
organization of competitive
events at district and state

level, promotion of grassroots
talent identification pro-
grammesandenhanced support
for athletes participating in
national and international
competitions.

He said that Jammu and
Kashmir has consistently pro-
ducedtalented sportspersons
who have excelled in diverse
disciplines and brought rec-
ognition to the region at na-
tionalandinternational forums.
The government, he added, is
determined to create an en-
ablingenvironment where such
talent can flourish through
sustained institutional support,
professional coaching, scien-
tific training methods and
improved access to opportuni-
ties.

Satish Sharmasaid thatthe
sports quota recruitment ful-
filsalong-standing aspiration
of many athletes who have
dedicated themselves to excel-
lence despite numerous chal-
lenges. He said the initiative
willnot only provide financial
stability and career security
tothe selected candidates but
will also inspire thousands of
aspiring sportspersons across
Jammu and Kashmir to take
up sports as a serious and re-
warding pursuit.

The Minister called upon
the educational institutions,
sports associations, coaches
and parents to work collec-
tively towards nurturing
sporting talent and creating
a culture of excellence. He
emphasized that the future
of Jammu and Kashmir's
sporting success lies in
strengthening grassroots

participation and ensuring
that every talented youth
receives adequate opportu-
nities to showcase their po-
tential.

Reiterating the govern-
ment's vision of making
Jammu and Kashmir a hub of
sporting excellence, Satish
Sharma said that sports are
no longer confined to recre-
ation but have evolved into a
dynamic sector offering op-
portunities for employment,
entrepreneurship, interna-
tional exposure and social
mobility.

"The success of these 223
sportspersons belongs not
only to them and their fami-
liesbut to the entire sporting
community of Jammu and
Kashmir. Their achievements
willinspire a new generation
of athletes to dream bigger,
work harder and contribute
to the progress and prestige
of the Jammu and Kashmir,"
he said.

The Minister extended his
warm congratulations to all
the selected candidates and
wished them successin their
future careers. He expressed
confidence that they would
continue to uphold the spir-
itof sportsmanship and serve
as role models for the youth
while contributing meaning-
fully to public service and the
development of Jammu and
Kashmir.

VC SKUAST-K holds

of KVK Ganderbal

SAC meeting

DC Shopian Presides over Block Diwas at Methwani Behak, Sarbal Devpora

Hears Tribal Commumty |ssues Assures prompt redressal

HT NEWS NETWORK
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GANDERBAL, JUNE 10: Sher-e-Kashmir Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sciences and Technology
of Kashmir’s Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Gander-
bal on Wednesday convened its 22nd Scientific
Advisory Committee (SAC) meeting at the Kendra
campus Shuhama.

The meeting was chaired by Vice Chancellor,
SKUAST-K, Prof Nazir Ahmad Ganai and was
attended by Director Extension, SKUAST-K, Prof
Raihana Habib Kanth, KVK scientists, district
heads of line departments, agri-entrepreneurs,
and progressive farmers to deliberate on scien-
tific interventions and future strategies for
strengthening the agricultural sector in the
district.

Prof Ganai highlighted the Kendra’s growing
role in promoting region-specific agricultural in-
novation and entrepreneurship. Interacting with
progressive farmers and agri-preneurs, he urged
them to dive into agriculture, agri-preneurship,
and post-harvest value as there are end number
of opportunities.

ProfRaihana Habib Kanth emphasized the need
to transform traditional farming into a commer-
cially sustainable enterprise. She urged scientists
tointensify skill development programs, promote
low-cost organic farming solutions, and develop
specialized training modules aimed at enhancing
farmers’ capacities and livelihoods across the Union
Territory.

Dr Ajaz Ahmed Malik, Senior Scientist & Head,
KVK Ganderbal delivered a detailed presentation
on the Action Taken Report, Annual Progress
Report, and newly launched initiatives of the
centre.

On the occasion, Vice Chancellor inaugurated
several newly established facilities at the KVK,
including a Food Technology Laboratory, a High-
Density Pear Orchard, Diversified Stone Fruit Block,
Cucurbitaceae Crop Cafeteria,and the “Sindh Greens”
Urban Kitchen Garden initiative.

SHOPIAN, JUNE 10: In a
major push towards responsive
governance and redressal of
issues and concerns raised by
members of the tribal commu-
nity during a publicinteraction
programme at their doorsteps,
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Shopian, Shishir Gupta today
presided over a Block Diwas
programme at Methwani Behak,
an alpine meadows on the up-
per reaches of Sarbal Devpora
area.

An appreciable number of
members of the tribal commu-
nity comprising also the no-
madic people attended the block
diwas. The DC interacted with

the community members and
listened to public issues.

Theissuesraised by the local
public of the area include mat-
ters related to the Forest Rights
Act(FRA)including community
rights on grazing, animal vac-
cination and healthcare ser-
vices, schoolinfrastructure and
rural development works at
Devpora and Shadab Karewa,
social welfare and pension
schemes entitlements and oth-
er issues relating to the benefit
oflocal tribal, pastoral commu-
nity.

Besides, the coreissuesraised
during the interaction centered
around the augmentation of
water supply, uninterrupted
electricity supply, healthcare

facilities and coverage of local
population under various Wel-
fare and employment schemes.

Toensure swiftaction, senior
sectoral district heads were pres-
enttorespond directly to public

concerns and note the demands
for action.

Addressing the gathering, the
DCemphasized theimportance
of block diwas as an effective
platform for direct engagement

andgrievanceredressal, enabling
citizens to bring their concerns
before the district administra-
tion.

He directed concerned of-
ficerstoensure timely resolution
of genuine issues and maintain
close coordination with the pub-
lic. He assured the public about
the on- time resolution of high-
lighted issues.

ADDC, Dr.NasirAhmed Lone;
GM, DIC, Shurjil Naik; ACD, Mu-
zafar Ahmad; Dy.CEO, DIO, LDM,
Exen KPDCL, Tehsildar Shopian,
BDO Shopian and Keller, other
senior officers of the district
administration, ex PRImembers,
publicrepresentativesandalarge
number of local residents at-
tended the programme.

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan gains momentum across Budgam

Awareness, Outreach Activities intensified

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM, JUNE 10: As part of
the ongoing Nasha Mukt Bharat Ab-
hiyan(NMBA), various departments
and stakeholders across district
Budgam have intensified awareness,
outreach and preventive activities
to combat drug abuse and promote
ahealthy,drug-free society.Aseries
of awareness programmes, com-
munity interactions and sensitiza-
tion campaigns were conducted at
different locations across the district
to educate the public, particularly
youth, about the harmful effects of

substance abuse.Participants were
informed about the social, psycho-
logical and economic consequences
of drugaddictionand theimportance
ofadopting ahealthy and productive
lifestyle.The campaign also focused
on generating awareness regarding
the provisions of the NDPS Act, pre-
vention of illicit cultivation of nar-
cotic crops and the role of commu-
nity participation in curbing the
menace of drug abuse. Officials
emphasized the need for collective
effortsinvolving government depart-
ments, educational institutions,
civil society organizations, parents

and community leaders to safeguard
the younger generation from the
dangers of addiction.During the
programmes, participants pledged
to support the objectives of the Na-
sha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan and ac-
tively contribute towards creating
awareness in their respective com-
munities.The District Administration
Budgamreiterated its commitment
tostrengthening preventive, aware-
ness and enforcement measures
under the Nasha Mukt Bharat Ab-
hiyan and urged all sections of so-
ciety to join hands in building a
safer, healthierand drug-free district.

DDC Kulgam reviews progress of
works, Employment Generation
under MGNREGA

B HT NEWS NETWORK

in the district.

SKUAST-K’s "Khet Bachao Abhiyan" gains momentum through doorstep

KULGAM, JUNE 10: District Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Kulgam, Shahzad Alam, today chaired a
comprehensive review meeting to assess the progress
of works and performance under the MGNREGA scheme

The meeting was attended by Assistant Commis-
sioner Development (ACD) Kulgam, all Block Develop-
ment Officers (BDOs), MIS Operators and Technical
Assistants.During the meeting, the DDC Kulgam con-
ducted a detailed review of the execution of works,
employment generation, quality of assets being cre-
ated and overall implementation of the MGNREGA
Scheme across all blocks of the district.

Emphasizing transparency and accountability, the
DDC Kulgam directed the functionaries of Rural De-
velopment Department Kulgam to ensure that only
genuine and deserving job card holders are engaged
under the programme and that employment opportu-

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 10: In a
sustained effort to strengthen
grassrootsagricultural extension
and promote sustainable farm-
ing practices, Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK) Srinagar under
Sher-e-Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences and Tech-
nology of Kashmir (SKUAST-K)
today intensified its village-
level outreach under the nation-
wide "Khet Bachao Abhiyan",

®© 00 ©

Farmer Qutreach in Srinagar villages

taking scientific advisories, soil
health awareness, and institu-
tional support mechanisms
directly to farmers’ doorsteps
in the villages of Malikpora,
Sheikhpora, Khanpora and Pati-
pora of Panzinara-B block Qa-
marwari.

The programme witnessed
active participation of farm-
ers, agricultural experts, of-
ficials from Grameen Bank,
and representatives from the
National Innovation Founda-

tion (NIF), reflecting a col-
laborative effort to encourage

environmentally sustainable
farming practices and enhance
farmers’ access to institu-
tional support systems.
During the programme, Dr.
Shamim A. Simnani, Head, KVK
Srinagar, highlighted the need
for sustainable and regenerative
farming practices torestore soil
health and ensure long-term
agricultural sustainability. He
noted that excessive use of
chemicalfertilizers and pesticides
over the years has adversely af-

fected soil fertility and ecologi-
cal balance.

The farmers were also sen-
sitized about the benefits of
the Kisan Credit Card (KCC)
scheme and encouraged to avail
institutional credit facilities
for agricultural and allied ac-
tivities.

Expertsinteracted withfarm-
ers on balanced nutrient man-
agement, soil conservation,and
eco-friendly agricultural prac-
tices.

nities are provided strictly in accordance with prescribed
guidelines, without any duplicity or violation of norms.

The DDC Kulgam further stressed the need for the
inclusion of persons with disabilities (PwDs) in the
scheme and directed officers to encourage their active
participation wherever feasible. He also underscored
the importance of women empowerment and instruct-
ed BDOs to motivate and facilitate the participation of
women, particularly those above the age of 40 years,
in various permissible activities under the scheme.

Highlighting the significance of durable commu-
nity assets, the DDC directed all concerned officers to
ensure that the quality of works and assets created
under the programme remains of the highest standard
and that all works are executed strictly as per techni-
cal specifications.

o0 ¢ &
CMK



®

CM K
2 AHEADLINES

Srinagar, Thursday

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

11-June-2026

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

HT -

r@ @headlinestodaydaily

NEWS

“ @headlinestoday

B @headlinestodaynews

5

DC Srinagar hands over fully equipped Ambulance to BMO Hazratbal to

strengthen emergency healthcare services i

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGARJUNE 10: Continu-

ing efforts to strengthen emer-
gency healthcare services in the
District, Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Srinagar, Akshay Labroo to-
day handed over afully equipped
ambulance to the Block Medical
Officer (BMO), Hazratbal, aimed
at strengthening medical trans-
portationand emergency response
facilities in Harwan Panchayat
Blockand otherrural areas of the
District.

The handover ceremony was
held at the DC Office premises
attended by Chief Planning Of-
ficer Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Chief
Medical Officer Dr. Tahir Sajad,
BMO Hazratbal Dr. Abdul Majeed,
ZMO SR Gunj Dr. Shafaqat, ZMO
Zadibal Dr. Rubeena, besides
other officers of the District Ad-
ministration and Health Depart-
ment.

Speaking on the occasion, the

\/

n Harwan Block

o Deputy Commissioner said the
g addition of the ambulance would
significantly strengthen emer-
gency healthcare infrastructure
in Hazratbal Medical Block and
serve asacritical resource for the
patints, especially residents of
tribal and rural areas.

He emphasized that the am-
bulance will improve the acces-
sibility and efficiency of health-
care services by ensuring the
timely transportation of patients
and trauma cases to healthcare
institutions. The DCalso stressed
the importance of its optimal
utilization to provide prompt
medical assistance, enhance
patient care and further strength-
en the district’s emergency re-
sponse capacity.

The ambulanceisexpected to
provide much-needed support to
healthcare teams serving remote
areas and contribute toimproved
healthcare delivery across rural
parts of Srinagar district

Day 7 of Inter-Zonal District Level
Tournament: volleyball and wrestling

competitions held in Doda
B HT NEWS NETWORK

DODA, JUNE 10: The seventh day of the Inter-
Zonal District Level Tournament 2026 featured
competitions in Volleyball (U-19 Boys) and Wres-
tling (U-17 and U-19) categories, bringing to-
gether student-athletes from across District
Doda.

The tournament saw participation from
the zones of Assar, Ghat, Gundna, Bhalessa,
Bhagwah, Doda, Bhalla, Bhaderwah, Bhatyas
and Thathri. Athletes displayed determination,
discipline and sporting skill throughout the
day's events.

The tournament is being organised under
the guidance of Director General Youth Ser-
vices and Sports J&K Anuradha Gupta and Joint
Director Youth Services and Sports Jammu In-
derjeet Singh Parihar and is being conducted
under the overall supervision of DYSSO Doda

Ashok Kumar.

The Volleyball U-19 Boys matches were high-
ly competitive, with teams demonstrating team-
work, coordination and resilience. The Wrestling
competitions in the U-17 and U-19 categories
highlighted the strength, technique and persever-
ance of young wrestlers representing different
zones of the district.

The organising committee congratulated all
medal winners and participants for their per-
formances in the Wrestling Boys U-19 competi-
tion.The competitions were officiated by techni-
cal officials from the Department of Youth Ser-
vices and Sports, including PELs, PEMs, PETs, REK
teachers and NYK coordinators, ensuring fair play
and the

Capacity Building Programme for J&K Accounts Service
Probationary Officers concludes at NZATI Jammu

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JUNE 10: A two-day Capac-
ity Building Programme for Probationary
Officers of the J&K Accounts Service,
jointly organised by The Business School
University of Jammu and the Northern
Zonal Accountancy Training Institute

(NZATI) Jammu, concluded today at
NZATIJammu.The second day commenced
withasession on Organisational Behav-
iour and Human Resource Dynamics by
Prof. Jaya Bhasin, who emphasised ef-
fective leadership, team building, moti-
vation and people-centric management
practices in public administration.

Director JKEDI chairs review meeting with
DNOs, ROs, In-charge officers

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 10: Director, Jam-
mu & Kashmir Entrepreneurship De-
velopment Institute (JKEDI), Mohammad
Younis Malik, today chaired a compre-
hensive review meeting at the Sem-
pora campus of the Institute to assess
the progress of various entrepreneurship
development and youth engagement
initiatives being implemented across
the Union Territory.

The meeting was attended by Range
Officers (ROs), District Nodal Officers
(DNOs), and other officials, both phys-
ically and through virtual mode, from
different districts of Jammu & Kashmir.

During the meeting, Joint Director
JKEDI, Chand Kishor Sharma, present-
ed a detailed overview of the various
programmes and initiatives being
implemented by the Institute, along
with the achievements registered un-
derdifferent schemes and interventions.

A thorough review of key govern-
mentinitiatives, including the J&K Start-
up Policy 2024-27, Raising and Accel-
erating MSME Performance (RAMP)
Scheme, Mission YUVA, and various
other programmes, was undertaken
during the session. The progress made
inloan repayment and recovery under
different schemes was also discussed
in detail.

Addressing the officers, the Direc-
tor emphasized the need to intensify
efforts towards achieving JKEDI's core
objective of empowering youth through
entrepreneurship awareness, orienta-
tion, and capacity building. He called

upon the District Nodal Officers to
further strengthen grassroots outreach
and ensure greater mobilisation of
aspiring entrepreneurs fromall regions
of the Union Territory to foster a vi-
brant and inclusive entrepreneurial
ecosystem.

Director, JKEDI stressed the impor-
tance of enhanced coordination with
allied departments, including the Dis-
trict Industries Centres (DICs), Handloom
and Handicrafts Department, Employ-
ment Department, Jammu & Kashmir
Khadi and Village Industries Board
(KVIB), and other stakeholder agencies
for wider outreach and effective imple-
mentation of entrepreneurship initia-
tives.

The Director also advised the Dis-
trict Nodal Officers to design Entre-
preneurship Orientation Programmes
(EOPs)in close alignment with district-
level allied departments to help en-
trepreneurs effectively address real-
time business challenges and sector-
specific issues.

Highlighting the significance of in-
ternship programmes being conducted
by the Institute, he directed that such
programmes be closely monitored to
ensure that interns receive structured
learning experiences and meaningful
industry exposure.

He further urged all officers and
employees of the Institute to work in
close coordination and with renewed
commitment towards realizing JKEDI’s
vision of creating a self-reliant, innova-
tive, and enterprising youth population
in Jammu & Kashmir.

DC Doda holds Block Diwas at Kari Ghuraka, directs time-bound redressal of public grievances

B HT NEWS NETWORK

DODA, JUNE 10: Deputy Com-
missioner Doda Krishan Lal to-
day chaired a Block Diwas pro-
gramme at Panchayat Ghar Kari
Ghuraka, Panchayat Kari Chatra,
BlockBhalla, providing a platform
for direct interaction between
the administration and the pub-
lic. The programme saw active
participation from PRI repre-
sentatives, prominent citizens,
women, youth and officials from
various departments.

During the programme, the
publicraised several demands
and grievances pertaining to
basicinfrastructure and public
services. Key issues included
drinking water scarcity, dam-
aged electricity poles in Kari
and surrounding areas, con-
struction of the Chatra-Kari
road, completion of the Drana-
Ghuraka road, pending work
on the Cheka-Ghuraka road,
shortage of teachers in Govern-
ment High School Chatra,
Higher Secondary School
Ghuraka, UPS Charota and
Middle School Kari, absence of
a Headmaster at Government
High School Chatra, fencing of
schools to protect them from
stray animals, repair of school
washrooms and sanitation fa-
cilities, MGNREGA-related is-
sues, water supply problems
in Santhapani Ghuraka and
Sengoi Panchayat, shortage of
healthcare staffincluding a Staff
Nurse at Health Centre Ghura-
ka and the need for awareness

camps on government welfare
schemes.

The public also demanded
the establishment of aJ&KBank
branch in the area and sought
regular outreach by the Agri-
culture, Animal Husbandry, Sheep
Husbandry and Social Welfare
Departments to educate people
about welfare and subsidy
schemes.Taking serious note of
theissues, the Deputy Commis-
sionerissued on-the-spotdirec-
tions to the departments con-
cerned. He directed the Public
Works Department (PWD) to
expedite all ongoing road proj-
ectsandtake strictactionagainst
non-performing contractors,
instructing that contractors who
have abandoned works be black-
listed, their contracts termi-
nated and such contractorsbarred
from future government works.

The Jal Shakti Department
was directed to immediately
repair the damaged Santhapani
water pipeline and ensure time-
ly completion of all ongoing
water supply projects, with pri-
ority resolution of water supply
issues in affected villages.

The Education Department
wasdirected toaddress the short-
age of teachers, repair school
washrooms and kitchens and
improve educational infrastruc-
ture. The Deputy Commission-
eralsoemphasised the adoption
of online teaching methods to
address academic challengesin
remote areas. The Assistant Com-
missioner (Development) was
directed to address issues re-

lated to school fencing and play-
ground facilities, particularly at
UPS Charota.

The Power Development De-
partment (PDD)was instructed
to survey damaged electricity
polesinKari Chatraand adjoin-
ing areas, submit a detailed re-
port and undertake immediate
repair and replacement works.

The Social Welfare Depart-
ment was directed to organise
awareness camps on welfare
schemes and identify all eligible
beneficiaries for pension schemes
to ensure that benefits reach
deserving citizens.

The Agriculture Department

was instructed to conduct reg-
ular awareness programmes on
government-sponsored schemes.
The Animal Husbandry Depart-
ment was directed to educate
farmers about subsidy and live-
stock development schemes and
prepare a schedule for regular
panchayat visits. The Sheep Hus-
bandry Department was di-
rected to ensure roster-based
availability of officials and con-
duct field visits at least twice a
week to provide services and
guidance to livestock rearers.
The ChiefMedical Officer was
directed to organise regular
health and awareness camps,

ensure roster-based deployment
of doctors, address the shortage
ofhealthcare staffincluding the
requirement of a Staff Nurse at
Ghurakaand prepare a schedule
for mobile medical units to ex-
tend healthcare services to re-
mote areas. The Health Depart-
ment was also directed to un-
dertake health screening drives
and strengthen efforts under the
TB Mukt Bharat Campaign.

The Deputy Commissioner
urged the public to register
grievanceson the JK Samadhan
Portal for prompt and transpar-
entredressal. He also sensitised
the gathering about the Nasha
Mukt Jammu and Kashmir Ab-
hiyan and called upon people
toactively support the campaign
by spreading awareness against
drug abuse and encouraging
affected individuals to seek
rehabilitation and counselling
services.The Deputy Commis-
sioner later inspected Govern-
ment Higher Secondary School
Ghuraka, where he reviewed
educational infrastructure,
availability of teaching staff,
sanitation facilities and other
basic amenities, directing of-
ficers concerned to address
deficiencies on priority and
ensure a conducive learning
environment for students.

Hereiterated the administra-
tion'scommitment to responsive
governance and assured the
public that all genuine issues
raised during the programme
would be addressed in a time-
bound manner.

DC Kathua chairs review meeting of revenue officers on Digitized Jamabandi-2026,
Water Census and other assignments

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

i

Day 7 of Inter-Zonal District Level

Tournament: volleyball and wrestling

KATHUA, JUNE 10: Deputy
Commissioner Kathua Rajesh
Sharma today chaired a review
meeting of revenue officers to
assess the progress of various
assignments being implement-
ed by the Revenue Department,
including Digitized Jamaban-
di-2026, Irrigation Census and
Water Census.

Among those present were
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Mahima Madan, Assistant
Commissioner Revenue Vishav
Partap Singh, Sub-Divisional
Magistrates, Tehsildars and
other officers concerned.

At the outset, the Assistant
Commissioner Revenue pre-
sented a detailed overview of
the status of ongoing assignments
entrusted tothe Revenue Depart-
ment. He apprised the Deputy
Commissioner of progress under
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the Water Census, including the
enumeration and documentation
of water bodies, assessment of
groundwater resources and up-
dation of related records.

He further briefed the meet-
ing onthe progress of finalisa-
tion of Digitized Jamaban-
di-2026, verification of muta-
tion entries and the corrective
measures being undertaken to

ensure accuracy and updation
of revenue records across the
district.

The Deputy Commissioner
reviewed tehsil-wise progress
of allassignments and took stock
of surveys, field verification and
record updation being carried
out by revenue functionaries.
He stressed the need for accu-
racy, transparency and consis-

tency in data compiled under
various surveys and census-
related activities.

Emphasising the importance
of modernisation ofland records
and reliable database manage-
ment, the Deputy Commission-
er directed officers to expedite
digitisation and ensure timely
completion of all pending tasks.
He underscored that accurate

and updatedrecords are essen-
tial for efficient public service
delivery and effective governance.

He also instructed officers
tointensify field-level monitor-
ingand complete all surveysand
verification exercises within the
stipulated timelines, directing
them tostrictly adhere to guide-
lines and deadlines prescribed
by higher authorities and ensure
that no target remains unat-
tended.

The Deputy Commissioner
urged all revenue officers to work
with dedication and account-
ability to achieve the objectives
of assigned tasks within the
prescribed timeframe.

The meeting concluded with
adiscussion onthe roadmap for
timely completion of ongoing
assignments and strategies for
improving the quality and ac-
curacy of revenuerecordsinthe
district.

competitions held in Doda

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

DODA, JUNE 10: The seventh day of the Inter-
Zonal District Level Tournament 2026 featured
competitions in Volleyball (U-19 Boys) and Wres-
tling (U-17 and U-19) categories, bringing togeth-
er student-athletes from across District Doda.

The tournament saw participation from the
zones of Assar, Ghat, Gundna, Bhalessa, Bhagwah,
Doda, Bhalla, Bhaderwah, Bhatyas and Thathri.
Athletes displayed determination, discipline and
sporting skill throughout the day's events.

The tournament is being organised under
the guidance of Director General Youth Ser-
vices and Sports J&K Anuradha Gupta and Joint
Director Youth Services and Sports Jammu
Inderjeet Singh Parihar and is being conduct-
ed under the overall supervision of DYSSO
Doda Ashok Kumar.

The Volleyball U-19 Boys matches were highly
competitive, with teams demonstrating teamwork,
coordination and resilience.
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From Isolation to Integration :
Gadkari’s Road Revolution
Redefining Future of J&K

The announcements made by Union Road Trans-
port and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari during his
visitto Jammu and Kashmirhave generated unprec-
edented optimism across the region. While the
Zojila Tunnel breakthrough rightly attracted nation-
al attention, it was the minister’s broader vision for
an extensive network of highways, tunnels, express-
ways and strategic road corridors that truly captured
the imagination of the people.

Fordecades, inadequate connectivity remained
one of the biggest obstacles to the economic and
social development of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladaknh. Difficult terrain, harsh weather conditions
andlimited roadinfrastructure often slowed growth,
restricted investment and isolated remote commu-
nities. Today, thatlong-standing challenge is being
addressed with determination and speed.

What distinguishes the current phase of infrastruc-
ture developmentis not merely the scale of projects
but the pace at which they are moving. Several
projects that remained pending for years are now
witnessing rapid execution. New highways, tunnel
projects, road widening works and alternative con-
nectivity corridors are steadily taking shape across
the region, signalling a clear commitment to over-
coming geographical barriers.

The impact of these projects extends far beyond
transportation. Improved road connectivity means
easieraccessto healthcare, education, tourism and
markets. It means lower transportation costs for
businesses, better opportunities for farmers and
traders, and enhanced mobility for thousands of
people living in far-flung areas. In a region where
developmenthas oftenbeen dictated by geography,
connectivity has emerged as the most powerful
catalyst for change.

The minister'sannouncements have also sirength-
ened public confidence that Jammu and Kashmir
is receiving the infrastructure attention it deserves.
The vision is no longer limited fo connecting cities;
it is about integrating regions, empowering com-
munities and unlocking economic potential that
has remained underutilized for decades.

Atthe sametime, the journey is farfrom complete.
There remainsimmense scope forfurther strengthen-
ing road infrastructure in this geographically chal-
lenging region. Several remote districts still require
all-weather connectivity, additional tunnels and
alternate routes to ensure uninterrupted movement
during adverse weather conditions. Border areas
and interior regions must continue to receive prior-
ity in future planning.

As the government pushes ahead with its ambi-
tious connectivity agenda, the expectation of the
people is simple: maintain the present momentum.
The foundations of aroad revolution have beenlaid,
but the task now is to ensure that every village, dis-
trict and region benefits from it.

Mr. Gadkari deserves creditforbringing renewed
urgency tolong-pending infrastructure aspirations.
Yet the true success of this vision will lie in carrying
it forward until every corner of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh is seamlessly connected to the oppor-
tunities of modern India.

The region has waited long for such transforma-
tion. The time has now come to ensure that the road
to development reaches every doorstep.

Sukhnag River:

A Lifeline of the Kashmir Valley

A river guenches the thirst of the Kashmir Valley

E  SAHIL MANZOOR BHATTI

The Kashmir Valley is not just a place on Earth;
itisoften called the "Paradise on Earth." It is known
foritsunique culture, breathtakinglandscapes,and
abundant natural treasures. Today, I would like to
highlight the Sukhnag River, a river that quenches
the thirst of thousands and provides water for
irrigation across a large area of Kashmir.

The SukhnagRiver lies in the lap of the Pir Panjal
Mountains and flows through the enchanting
landscapes of Parihas, Doodhpathri,and Sitaharan
Khag. The name "Sukhnag" is derived from two
Kashmiri words: "Sukh,” meaning peace or calm,
and "Naag," meaning spring. Thus, Sukhnag can be
interpreted as the "Spring of Peace."

The river beautifies and provides water to sev-
eral villages along its course, including Arizal,
Zanigam,and Beerwah, before finally merging with
the Jhelum River. Sukhnag is one of the major
tributaries of the Jhelum and plays a vital role in
supporting local agriculture and meeting the dai-
ly needs of the people.

The river originates from the upper mountain
hills of Tosamaidan. Its waters are fed by high-
altitude springs and mountain streams thatenhance
the beauty of the lush green forests of the region.
The Sukhnag River possesses immense tourism
potential. With proper planning and administrative
attention, it can be developed into a significant
tourist attraction. It is located approximately a
40-minute walk from the Tourist Reception Centre
(TRC) at Raiyar-Ich, Tangnar.

Ifincluded in the tourism development plans of
the Kashmir Valley, the concerned departments
would discover many hidden aspects of this beau-
tiful region. The District Administration of Budgam
has been making efforts to uplift the district;
however, several basic facilities necessary for tour-

Ml B

ismdevelopment are still lacking. Budgam is home
torenowned tourist destinations such as Yousmarg
and Doodhpathri, while new destinations continue
toemerge. Tosamaidan, arecently introduced tour-
ist destination, has tremendous tourism potential
and deserves focused development and support
from the administration.

Dearreaders, InShaAllah, Iwill continue to bring
more interesting information and facts about these
destinations in the future and strive to highlight
the unmatched beauty of the Sukhnag River and
other hidden gems of Budgam district.

Raiyar-Ich

Raiyar-Ich is a picturesque hamlet and a peace-
ful resting place for tourists visiting from different
parts of the country and the world. There are fas-
cinating stories associated with the name "Raiyar.”
According to local tradition, the name is derived
from two Kashmiri words: "Rai," meaning lost,and
"Yaar," meaning friend.

A

It is believed that the name was given by the
revered Sufi saint. According to a local legend nar-
rated by Mr. Ghulam Mohammad Bhatti, when the
saint arrived in the village from the forests of the
Pir Panjal Mountains, he sent his companions to
different parts of Kashmir to spread the teachings
of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). There-
after, he continued his spiritual journey alone
towards the Dreygam Cave.

Today, Raiyar-Ich stands as a symbol of natural
beauty and spiritual heritage. The hamlet offers
breathtaking views, fresh mountain air, and a
serene environment that refreshes the mind and
soul of every visitor. It also serves as a gateway
to numerous trekking routes and picnic spots
around Doodhpathri, making it an attractive
destination for nature lovers and adventure seek-
ers alike.

sahilmanzoor9419@gmail.com

Bhal Padri Where Nature Speak In Silence
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New Secret of the Himalayas
Unraveled: Bhal Padri a Stunning
Meadow in the Lap of Chenab Valley

Bhal Padri, a remote trail of the
nomadic tribesis now attracting tour-
iststhankstoanew 10-kilometerroad,
allowing families, photographers, trek-
kers, and nature enthusiasts to easily

erwal communities, whose seasonal
migration and traditional lifestyles
form a living heritage of the Chenab
region.

Their stories, music, folklore, and
hospitality add depth to the visitor
experience.Engagingwith them offers
aglimpseintoaworld where tradition
and nature still coexist in harmony.

Botanists and researchers continue
tobe drawn to Bhal Padri forits alpine
plant species, many of which are rare
andendemictothe WesternHimalayas.
Withgreateraccessnowavailable, Bhal
Padri is poised to become a centre for
eco-education, scientific exploration,
and nature photography, in addition
to leisure tourism.

Theintroductionof Bhal Padrimarks
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explore this pristine valley.

For decades, Bhal Padri, a pristine
high-altitude meadow nestled in the
hillsof Dodadistrict’s Gandoh subdivi-
sionhasbeencloakedinquietanonym-
ity,knownonly tonomadicGujjarsand
Bakerwals, and to the occasional
botanists from the Institute of Moun-
taineering and Environment in Bhad-
erwah.

But now, with improved access and
official recognition, Bhal Padriisready
to embrace the world and the world,
in turn, is ready for it. As the region
lookstodiversifyits tourism potential,
thishiddengem, perched atanaltitude
0f11,000feet above sealevel, covering
nearly 11 kilometers of alpine terrain,
is stepping into the limelight.

Untilrecently, it was accessible only
through difficult trekking routes
known and used primarily by the
nomadic tribes. The only other men-
tions of Bhal Padri appeared in the
scattered field notes of botanists fas-
cinated by its rich biodiversity and
carpeted wild flowers.

Historical evidence indicates that
Bhal Padri served as an ancient transit
point and trading route connecting
Bhalessawith the native town of Bhad-
erwah. Bhaderwah was a jagir under
the rule of Raja Amar Singh.

This location is now becoming a

popular trail that attracts both indi-
vidualtouristsand groups fromoutside
the ChenabregionofJammuand Kash-
mir,demonstratingthe tourism poten-
tial of the region beyond the beaten
tracks of Gulmarg, Pahalgam, and
Sonamarg,

The transformation at Bhal Padri
began with the construction of a new
10-kilometerroad connectingitdirect-
ly to Padri Pass, the highest point on
the Bhaderwah-Chamba interstate
highway. This crucial infrastructure
has converted whatwasoncearemote,
almostmythicalmeadowintoanacces-
sible eco-tourism destination.

Now, families, photographers, trek-
kers, and nature lovers can safely
explore this untouched valley easily
and safely for the first time.

Often referred to as the ‘Valley of
Flowers’, Bhal Padri’s meadows are
alive with seasonal wild blooms that
arevibrant,aromatic,and mesmerising.
Its sprawling grasslands, icy glacial
streams, and expansive pastures are
framed by thick forests of pine, fir,and
Himalayan birch, offering one of the
most awe-inspiring landscapes in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Unlike the highly commercialised
destinationsinthe Kashmir Valley, Bhal
Padri offers tranquility, raw beauty,
and ecological integrity. It is the kind

of place where you wake up to the
rustling of wind through pine trees,
watch Gujjar families tending to their
flocks, and encounter rare birds and
florathatthrive in these high-altitude
ecosystems.

BhalPadri’sintroductiontothetour-
ism map has not been abrupt. The
Government of Jammu and Kashmir
andDistrict Administration Dodahave
embraced a slow-tourism approach,
placing sustainability at the core of
their strategy.

Infrastructure is being developed
mindfully, without disturbing the
delicate ecology of the region. Plans
are underway to encourage eco-lodg-
es, local home stays, community-
guided treks, and organic food-based
tourism—all of which empower the
local economy while preserving the
cultural and environmental ethos.

Thisis crucial, given that Bhal Padri
lieswithinafragile Himalayanecosys-
tem. The success of this tourism mod-
el could serve as a blueprint for other
offbeat Himalayan destinations that
want to avoid the mistakes of mass
tourismwhile still harnessingits ben-
efits.

Beyonditsstunninglandscapes, Bhal
Padri is also a rich cultural zone. The
meadows and surrounding hamlets
are home to nomadic Gujjar and Bak-

anew chapterinHimalayan travel one
that speaks to the spirit of responsible
exploration.Itisaplace where tourism
meets conservation, where travelers
rediscover peace, and where com-
munities find hope and dignity insus-
tainable development.

As this alpine treasure opens up to
theworld,itremindsus thatthe Hima-
layas still have secrets left to tell if we
are willing to listen, learn, and tread
lightly. Whether you're seeking spiri-
tual renewal, wilderness adventures,
or cultural immersion, Bhal Padri
standsready - timeless, pure, and pro-
foundly alive.

How to Get There

By Road:

Start from Jammu - via Batote-
Doda-Bhaderwabh - reach Padri Pass
From PadriPass,anewlybuilt 10-kilo-
metre road leads to Bhal Padri direct-
ly.

By Trek:

Adventure enthusiasts can opt for
trekking trails that run from Bhalessa
ChangaBlock, traversing foreststreams,
androlling pastures viaGingota, Jawa-
li and Ghati Meadow of Changa Block
Bhalessa.

THE AUTHORIS A
REGULAR COLUMNIST AND
FREELANCE WRITER

Views,Opinions, facts etc Expressed by the Authors are their Own and Headlines Today doesn't acknowledge the viewpoint in any manner. And the claims made by the advertisers,

promoters through their write-ups need to be ascertained by the readers and Headlines Today Shall not be held responsible for any misleading information in any manner...

® 00 ©

00 ¢

CMK



CM K @

'5:"3IHEADLINES HT- OPED
TOD A i [G)) @headlinestodaydaily ~ [d @headlinestoday [ @headlinestodaynews 7

VoiceToThe Voiceless

HT - PERSONALITY

Srinagar, Thursday
11-June-2026

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

The Uncaged Bar

E DR. RATAN BHATTACHARJEE

MayaAngeloustandsasone of the most
luminous literary voices of the twentieth
century,awriter whose words carried the
musicofpain, resilience, memory, rebellion,
and hope. She was not merely a poet,
memoirist, performer, or activist; she was
anentire civilization of experience speak-
ing through language. Her life resembled
an epic journey through trauma, racism,
silence, survival, creativity, and triumph.
To call her “The Uncaged Bard” is to rec-
ognize her extraordinary ability to break
every prison imposed upon her—racial
discrimination, gender oppression, per-
sonal suffering, and historical injustice—
and transform those struggles into songs
of liberation.Maya Angelou’s literary uni-
verse is deeply rooted in the African
American experience, yet her voice tran-
scends race and geography to touch the
universal human spirit. Herwritings speak
to all who have suffered humiliation, dis-
placement, loneliness, or oppression. Like
a bird rising above storms, she converted
suffering into artistic power. Her poetry
doesnotwhisper;itsings, protests, remem-
bers, and rises. It is at once intimate and
political, lyrical and revolutionary.

BornMarguerite AnnieJohnsonin 1928
in St. Louis, Maya Angelou spent much of
herchildhoodinthe segregated American
South. Her early years were marked by
instability, racial humiliation, and emo-
tional trauma. Perhaps the most defining
tragedy ofher childhood was sexualabuse
at the age of eight. The traumatic experi-
ence led her into near-total silence for
several years because she believed her
voice had caused adeath connected tothe
event. Yet paradoxically, this silence
became the womb of her future literary
brilliance. During those silent years, she
immersed herself in books, absorbing
literature, rhythm, and language with
extraordinary intensity.The silent child
would eventually become one of the most
powerful voices in world literature. This
transformation itself is deeply symbolic.
Maya Angelou’s life demonstrates how
language canemerge fromsilence asresis-
tance, healing, and rebirth.

Maya Angelou’s works form one of the
most resonant and enduring bodies of
literature in modern American letters, a
tapestry woven from memory, struggle,
resilience, and the triumphant assertion
of identity. Her writing, spanning autobi-
ography, poetry,drama,andessays,emerg-
es from the deep well of personal experi-
ence, yetrisesfarbeyond theindividual to
speakto collective histories of race, wom-
anhood,and humandignity. Toread Ange-
lou is to encounter a voice that refuses
silence, a voice that transforms pain into
power and memory into meaning.

Angelou’s most celebrated contribu-
tion to literature is her seven-volume
autobiographical series, a monumental
achievement in life-writing. Beginning
with I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
(1969), she redefined the possibilities of
autobiography by centering the experi-
ences of a Black girl growing up in the
segregated American South. The book’s
lyrical prose, unflinching honesty, and
emotional depth opened a new path for
autobiographical narrative, blending the
intimacy of personal confession with the
broader social realities of racism, trauma,
andresilience. The subsequent volumes—
Gather Togetherin My Name, Singin’ and
Swingin’ and Gettin’ Merry Like Christ-
mas, The Heart of a Woman, All God’s
Children Need Traveling Shoes, A Song
Flung Up to Heaven, and Mom & Me &
Mom-—trace herevolutionfromavulner-
able child to a global cultural figure.
Across these works, Angelou chronicles
her journey through poverty, mother-
hood, artistic discovery, political activ-
ism, and spiritual growth. What distin-
guishes these autobiographies is not

Maya_Angelou:

merely the events they recount but the
voice that recounts them: a voice that is
atonce tender and fierce, reflective and
assertive, shaped by suffering yet never
defined by it.

Her poetry, too, occupies a central
place in her literary legacy. Angelou’s
poems are marked by a musicality root-
ed in African American oral traditions,
arhythmic confidence that echoes gos-
pel, blues, and spoken word. Collections
suchas Just Give Me a Cool Drink of Water
‘fore I Diiie, Oh Pray My Wings Are Gon-
na Fit Me Well, Shaker, Why Don’t You
Sing?, and And Still I Rise reveal her
mastery of tone and cadence. In these
poems, she celebrates the indomitable
spirit of Black womanhood, confronts
the wounds of history, and affirms the
possibility of rising above oppression.
“Still I Rise,” perhaps her most iconic
poem, has become a global anthem of
resilience, its refrain embodying the
defiant hope that characterizes much of
her work. Angelou’s poetic voice is both
intimate and universal, capable of
addressing personal sorrow and collec-
tive struggle with equal clarity. Her
poems often move between vulnerabil-
ity and strength, between lament and
celebration, creating a dynamic emo-
tional landscape that resonates across
cultures and generations.

Beyond autobiography and poetry,
Angelou’s contributions to drama, film,
and essays further reveal the breadth of
her creative vision. She wrote plays such
asTheLeastof These and Cabaret for Free-
dom, thelatter created with Godfrey Cam-
bridge during her involvement in the
civil rights movement. Her screenplay for
Georgia, Georgia(1972)made her the first
AfricanAmericanwomantohaveascreen-
play produced, markingasignificantmile-
stone in American cinema. Angelou also
directed thefilmDowninthe Delta(1998),
bringing her narrative sensitivity and
humanisticvisiontothe screen.Heressays,
collected in volumes like Wouldn’t Take
Nothing for My Journey Nowand Eventhe
StarsLook Lonesome, reveal acontempla-
tive thinkerreflectingonidentity, culture,
aging, love, and the moral responsibilities
of the artist. These essays, written in her
signature lyrical prose, offer wisdom dis-
tilled from a life lived with courage and
curiosity.

What unites Angelou’s diverse works
isher unwavering commitment to truth—
truth not merely as factual accuracy but
asemotionaland moral clarity. She writes
with a profound understanding of how
personal stories intersect with historical
forces, how the intimate and the politi-
calareinseparable. Her works insist that
the act of remembering is itself a form
of resistance, a way of reclaiming agen-
cy in a world that has often denied it to
marginalized voices. Angelou’s literature
isdeeply rootedinthe African American
experience, yetittranscends boundaries
of race and nationality, speaking to uni-
versal themes of suffering, survival,and
the search for belonging.

Angelou’sinfluence extends farbeyond
the printed page. Her recitation of “On
the Pulse of Morning” at President Bill
Clinton’s 1993 inauguration marked a
historic moment, reaffirming the role of
poetry in public life. Her voice—mea-
sured, resonant, dignified—became a
symbol of moral authority and artistic
integrity. Through her writings, perfor-
mances, and activism, she shaped the
cultural consciousness of multiple gen-
erations, offering a language through
whichreaders could articulate theirown
struggles and aspirations.

In considering the totality of Maya
Angelou’s works, one encounters not
merely a writer but a chronicler of the
human condition. Her literature stands
as a bridge between memory and his-
tory,betweenindividual experience and
collectiveidentity.She invites readers to
confront the darkest corners of human
experience while also affirming the
possibility of transformation. Her works
remind us thatdignity canbe reclaimed,
thatstories can heal,and that the human
spirit—though battered—can rise again
andagain. MayaAngelou’s legacy endures
not only in the books she wrote but in
the lives she touched, the voices she

empowered, and the courage she
inspired. Her works remain a luminous
testament to the power of language to
liberate, to console, and to awaken the
deepest truths of our shared humanity.
Her autobiography [Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings became a landmark work in
American literature precisely because it
broke long-standing taboos surrounding
race, trauma, sexuality,and female iden-
tity. The title itself carries immense
metaphorical power. The caged bird
becomes the symbol of oppressed
humanity longing for freedom, dignity,
and self-expression. She did not merely
describe suffering; she escaped its cage
through creativity. Her voice became the
voice of countless silenced people. The
caged bird in her writing eventually
learns not only to sing but to soar.

Her poems are meant not only to be
read but heard, spoken, and felt physi-
cally. The cadence of Black oral tradition,
gospel music, blues rhythms, and spiri-
tual resilience pulses through her lines.
One of her most celebrated poems, Still
[ Rise, remains a timeless anthem of
human dignity and defiance. The poem
speaks directly against oppression and
humiliation with extraordinary confi-
dence. The repeated declaration “I rise”
transforms personal resilience into col-
lective liberation. The poem embodies
the spirit of the uncaged self refusing
defeat despite centuries of racial and
gender-based oppression. Its power lies
in its simplicity, emotional force, and
unshakable self-belief. Another unforget-
table poem, Phenomenal Woman, cel-
ebrates feminine strength and self-con-
fidence beyond conventional standards
ofbeauty. Angelouredefines womanhood
through dignity, charisma, intelligence,
and inner power. The poem became
especially influential among women
seeking affirmation in societies domi-
nated by narrow and oppressive beauty
standards. Angelou’s feminism was
deeply experiential rather than abstract.
She wrote from lived realities, not mere-
ly ideological positions.

Her autobiographical writings revo-
lutionized the genre of memoirin Amer-
ica. Before Angelou, autobiographies by
Blackwomenrarely received mainstream
literary recognition. She transformed
personal memory into collective his-
torical testimony. Her autobiographies
document not only her ownjourney but
alsothelarger struggles of African Amer-
icans confronting segregation, poverty,
racism, and social exclusion. Yet even

Angelou’s influence
extends far beyond
the printed page. Her
recitation of “On the
Pulse of Morning” at
President Bill Clinfon'’s
1993 inauguration
marked a historic
moment, reaffirming the
role of poetry in public
life. Her voice—
measured, resonant,
dignified—lbecame a
symbol of moral
authority and artistic
integrity. Through her
writings, performances,
and activism, she
shaped the cultural
consciousness of
multiple generations,
offering alanguage
through which readers
could arficulate their
own struggles and
aspirations.

while addressing historical suffering,
Angelou’s writing never surrenders to
despair. Hope remains central to her
literary vision.

The civil rights movement deeply
shaped Maya Angelou’s intellectual and
political consciousness. She worked with
major civil rights leaders such as Martin
Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X. Her
involvement in activism strengthened
the moral urgency of her writing. She
understood literature not as detached
aesthetic exercise but as a force capable
of transforming consciousness and chal-
lenging injustice.Angelou also spent
significant periods abroad, including
time in Africa. Her experiences in coun-
tries suchas Ghanabroadened her under-
standing of Black identity and global
struggles against colonialismand racism.
Theseinternational experiencesenriched
her worldview and gave her writing a
wider human dimension beyond Amer-

ican racial politics.

OneofMayaAngelou'sgreateststrengths
was her ability to combine vulnerability
with strength. She never concealed pain,
fear, or emotional wounds in her writing.
Instead, she transformed vulnerability into
moral courage. This honesty created a
powerful emotional connectionbetween
her and readers across generations. Her
life itself became a testimony to survival.
She experienced racism, poverty, failed
relationships, professional struggles, and
personal trauma, yet she refused victim-
hood. Her voice remained triumphant
without becoming arrogant. As a public
speaker, Angelou possessed extraordinary
charisma.Her deepresonantvoice carried
authority, wisdom, and warmth. When
sherecited poetry, the performance tran-
scended literature and became almost
spiritual experience. Her reading of the
poem ‘On the Pulse of Morning’ at the
presidentialinauguration of Bill Clintonin
1993 symbolized her recognition as a
national moral voice in America. She
became one of the few poets whose words
entered mainstream political and cul-
tural consciousness on such a massive
scale.

Yetdespite fame and recognition, Ange-
louremaineddeeply connected toordinary
human struggles. Her writings continue
to resonate because they emerge from
compassionratherthanelitism.She spoke
about love, loneliness, prejudice, mother-
hood,identity,aging,courage,and freedom
in ways accessible to both scholars and
common readers.Her literary language
deserves particularattention. Unlike many
modern poetswhoembrace obscurityand
intellectual complexity, Maya Angelou
often preferred clarity, rhythm, and emo-
tional directness. Her poems are rich in
metaphor yet accessible. She believed
literature should communicateratherthan
alienate. This communicative strength
explains herenormous popularity among
readers who may not normally engage
deeply with poetry.

Her autobiographical honesty opened
new pathways for confessional and iden-
tity-based literature. Her poetry became
central to feminist studies, African Amer-
icanliterature,and cultural studies world-
wide.In classrooms across continents,
students continue reading her works not
only as literary texts but as moral docu-
ments of resilience. Activists quote her
lines during protests and movements for
justice. Women find strength in her affir-
mations of dignity. Survivors of trauma
discover hope in her journey from silence
tospeech.Thisenduringrelevance proves
that Maya Angelou was more than aliter-
aryfigure; she was ahumaninstitution of
courage.Like the ancient bards, she pre-
served collective memory through story-
telling and song. Yet unlike traditional
court poets, her allegiance was not to
power but to humanity. She sang for the
oppressed, the silenced, the wounded,and
the hopeful. Her poetrybroke cages of race,
gender, fear, and silence .Even after her
passing in 2014, Maya Angelou continues
to live through the rhythm of her words.

MayaAngelouwasindeed anuncaged
bard because no force could imprison
her spirit permanently. Not racism, not
trauma, not silence, not poverty, not
patriarchy. Sherose repeatedly through
language, memory,and imagination. Her
songs continue to fly across generations
like liberated birds carrying messages
of resilience and human dignity.To read
Maya Angelou today is not merely to
encounter literature; itistoencounterthe
triumph of the human spirititself. Her life
teaches thatwords canheal wounds, chal-
lenge injustice, and restore broken identi-
ties. Her poetry teaches that the soul can
rise above every cage. And her legacy
teaches that true art is not escape from
reality but transformation of reality into
courage, beauty, and hope.
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BEAUTY

m SHAHNAZ HUSAIN

Celebrated worldwide on June
21, International Yoga Day is the
perfect reminder to slow down,
stretch out, and let your inner glow
shine through. Yogaisthe complete
route to physical, emotional and
pranic beauty aimedtorejuvenate
the skin,tone the body, andreduce
signs of ageing!

Yogabeautyisthe artofintegrai-
ing traditional yoga practices into
your beauty routine. It is a blend of
physical postures, breathing exer-
cises, and mindfulness techniques
that help boost your skin's appear-
ance from within.

Yoga offers a way to stay fit,
reduce siress, boost circulation,
support detoxification, and leave
yourcomplexion naturally radiant.

Yoga increases blood flow to the

face, delivering oxygen and nutri-
ents while flushing out toxins.
Blood flow delivers oxygen and

nutrients, removes waste, supports
healing, and keeps yourcomplexion
glowing. Oxygen and nutrients car-
ried through the blood circulation
keep skin strong, supple, and bright.

Whether it’s a blemish, an irrita-
tion, orasmaill cut, skinheals much
faster when the blood supply is
strong If you are aspiring forradiant
and glowing skin, shiny hair and
attractive features, the solution may
actually be a selection of yoga
poses and exercises.

Pranayama, a powerful breathing
practicerootedinyoga, worksfrom
within. Instead of treating skinissues
only on the surface.

Pranayama enhances oxygen
levels, better microcirculation and
lymphatic drainage; conditions that
are key factors that directly affect
your skin health and makes it glow.

Pranayam helps purify the blood
because of the increased intake of
oxygen. Mindfulness meditation
can have benefits for health and
performance, including improved
immune function, reduced blood
pressure and enhanced cognitive

function. Mindfulness meditation
involves a breathing practice and
holistic awareness of body and
mind. In a world filled with endless
distractions, mindfulness medita-
tion offers a pathwaytoinnerpeace,
and surprisingly, to radiant skin.

Mindfulness techniques like
breathwork and meditation lower
cortisol levels, reducing flare-ups
of acne, eczema, and rosacea. As
aresultofit, ourcomplexionappears
brighter, more vibrant, and radiant,
free from the dullness caused by
daily pressures.

Meditation helpsto preserve col-
lagen, the protein responsible for
skin's elasticity, thus reducing the
signs of ageing and promoting a
youthful glow. When we practice
mindfulness meditation, ourcom-
plexion appears brighter, more
vibrant, and free from the dullness
caused by daily pressures.

Those whoregularly practiceyoga
and meditation have a certain glow
about them that comes from within
and radiates outward. Yoga helps
lower stress hormones that compro-
mise the immune sysiem, while also
conditioning the lungs and respira-
tory tract, stimulating the lymphatic

system to oust toxins from the body,
and bringing oxygenatedbloodiothe
various organs to ensure theiroptimal
function, which helps us to remain
healthy and attain inner beauty.

The appeal of Yoga lies in the fact
thatithelps bothbody and mind. It not
only works on all the muscle groups,
but also increases vitality, tones the
internal organs, stimulates the nerve
centires, relieves stress and clears the
mind, whichboostsimmunity and gives
you an attractive personality and
beautyfromwithin. The otherimportant
aspectofYogaisthatitinvolves breath
control and specifies the inhalation
and exhalation of breath during the
exercises. Thus, it helps oxygenation,
which boosts immunity and imparts a
feeling of physical and mental exhila-
ration. This is so important for beauty
because feeling good is an integral
part of looking good.

Yoga improves blood circulation,
including the circulation of blood to
the skin surface. This is so imporiant
for the good health of the skin, as it
helps to supply essential nutrients to
the skin. It also promotes the remov-
al of toxins through the skin, which
boosts immunity. Thisis soimportant,
especiallyin cases of skin congestion.

It tones the skin, improves oxygen-
ation, imparts a beautiful glow, and
keeps the skin youthful and free from
problems. Well-oxygenated skinlooks
firmer, revitalised, and more plump.
Oxygenated blood fuels cellular
repair, stimulates collagen produc-
tion, and detoxifies the body—resuli-
ing in a natural, youthful glow.

The same goes for the hair. Yoga
helps to promote blood circulation
and oxygenation to the scalp and
hair follicles. This helps to supply
nutrients in the bloodstream to the
hairfollicles. It promotes hair growth
and keeps the scalp healthy.

When we talk of beauty, we do not
talk only aboutthe beauty ofthe face.
It also includes the figure, giving it
suppleness, good posture and grace.
Where the appearanceisconcerned,
a slim figure can take years off and
help in staying youthful for a longer
time. It supplies oxygen to every tis-
sue, and this, itself, makes way for

both health and beauty. If you are
leading a life that does not provide
enough physical activity, you are
actually encouraging ageing. Yoga
is a potent remedy for premature
ageing, not only because it strength-
ensthe body, but also keepsitlooking
trim, fit and enhances immunity in
the body. Itfights ageing at a cellular
level by reducing oxidative siress,
lowering chronic inflammation, and
preserving telomeres

The yogic asanas are designed to
keep the spine and joints flexible and
supple. They make the body strong
and agile, fone the muscles, improve
blood circulation,impart vitality and
enhance both beauty and good
health. Many beauty problems are
triggered by stress. Elevated cortisol
from stress breaks down collagen,
triggers inflammation, and causes
breakouts or duliness.

The impact of stress can manifest
differently for everyone: some may
see dullness, sensitivity or irritation,
whilst others may experience more
inflammatory conditionslike eczema
or psoriasis.

Since yoga helps toinduce relax-
ation and reduce siress, it certainly
helps in dealing with stress-related
conditions like acne, hairloss, dan-
druff, etc. Lower stress improves
blood circulation for a brighter com-
plexion, balances sebum produc-
tion, prevents stress-induced hair
loss or dullness and brings back
your natural glow.

Studies conducted on those who
practice yoga have shown that pos-
itive changes also occurin personal-
ity, in attitudes, emotional stability,
and self-confidence. It has a direct
effect on the mind, emotions and
mood. In fact, it is a regular stress-
busterand puts the glowbackonthe
skin. You will feel instantly rejuve-
nated and good about yourself.

Indeed, the benefits of Yogareflect
external beauty. For flawless skin,
shiny hairand a slim, gracefulfigure,
make yoga a part of your daily life.

The author is an internationally
fame beauty expert and is called
herbal queen of India

THE NEO-HUMANISM

m SURINDERPAL SINGH

The twenty-first century stands as one of
the most transformative periods in human
history. Scientific discoveries have revolu-
tionized medicine, communication and
transportation. Technological innovations
have connected people across continents
withinseconds.Economicgrowthhaslifted
millions out of poverty and created oppor-
tunities that previous generations could
scarcelyimagine. Yet, despite these remark-
able achievements, humanity continues to
facearange of complex social, psychological
and environmental challenges. Loneliness
and social isolation are increasing even in
highly connected societies. Environmental
degradation threatens the delicate balance
of nature. Intolerance and polarization con-
tinue todivide communities. Consumerism
dominates lifestyles, while economic
inequality widensthe gapbetween privilege
and deprivation.

Theserealitiesraise animportantquestion:
Has material progress alone been sufficient
to ensure human happiness and collective
well-being? Increasingly, many thinkers,
educators and social reformers argue that
genuine progress requires something more
thaneconomic prosperity and technological
advancement. It requires a deeper transfor-
mationofhuman consciousness, valuesand
relationships. It is within this context that
Neo-Humanismemergesasapowerfuland
relevant philosophy for the modern age.

Neo-Humanismoffersabroader vision of
humanity and development. It encourages
individuals to move beyond narrow self-
interestand embraceawider senseof respon-
sibility toward all living beings and the
naturalworld. Ratherthanlimiting concern
to personal gain, family interests, social
groupsornationalboundaries, Neo-Human-
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Expanding Humanity Beyond Self-Interest

ismadvocates a universal outlook rooted in
compassion, empathy and interconnected-
ness. It reminds us that true advancement
is not measured solely by wealth, power or
technological capability, but by the quality
of our relationships, our ethical values and
our capacity to care for others.

Atits core,Neo-Humanismis an expand-
ed form of traditional humanism. Classical
humanism emerged as a philosophy that
emphasized humandignity, rationality and
welfare. It sought to place human beings at
the center of moral concernand social devel-
opment. Whilethisrepresentedasignificant
advancement in ethical thought, Neo-
Humanism extends the circle of concern
evenfurther.Itrecognizesthathumanbeings
donotexistinisolation but are part ofa vast
networkoflife thatincludes animals, plants,
ecosystems and the broader universe.

According to Neo-Humanistic thought,
every living being possesses intrinsic value
and deserves respect. The well-being of
humanity cannot be separated from the
well-being of nature. Human prosperity
depends upon healthy ecosystems, biodi-
versityand sustainableinteractionswiththe
environment. Therefore, atruly progressive
society must cultivate compassion not only
forfellow humanbeingsbutalsoforallforms
oflife. Thisexpanded outlook challenges the
tendency toview nature merely asaresource
to be exploited and instead encourages a
relationshipbased onstewardship, careand
mutual respect.

One of the most important principles of
Neo-Humanism is universal love and com-
passion. Human history has often been
shaped by divisions based on race, religion,
ethnicity, nationality and social status. These
divisions have fueled conflicts, discrimina-
tion and injustice. Neo-Humanism seeks to
overcome such barriers by encouraging
individuals to recognize the fundamental
interconnectedness of life. It promotes the
ideathatbeneath superficial differences, all
beings share common aspirations for hap-
piness, security and dignity.

Universal compassion does not imply
ignoring cultural diversity or individual
identities. Rather, it means acknowledging
a shared humanity that transcends differ-

ences. When people cultivate empathy and
understanding, prejudice begins todiminish.
Communities become more inclusive, and
relationships are strengthened by mutual
respect. In a world where social tensions
frequently dominate public discourse, the
Neo-Humanistic emphasis on universal
compassion offers a pathway toward great-
er harmony and peaceful coexistence.

Another key aspect of Neo-Humanism is
the expansion of consciousness. Human
beings often define themselves through
narrow identities linked to family, caste,
religion, political ideology, nationality or
economicstatus. While these identities can
provide a sense of belonging, they can also
create limitations that prevent individuals
from appreciating broader realities. Neo-
Humanism encourages people to expand
theirthinkingbeyond these boundariesand
develop a more universal perspective.

An expanded consciousness allows indi-
vidualstorecognize their shared responsibil-
ity toward society and the environment. It
helps them understand that their actions
have consequences that extend far beyond
their immediate interests. Such awareness
fosters ethical decision-makingand encour-
ages cooperation rather than competition.
In an increasingly interconnected world,
where global challenges such as climate
change, migration and public health crises
affectentire populations, the need for broad-
er consciousness has never been greater.

Respect for nature represents another
fundamental pillar of Neo-Humanism. Mod-
ern industrial civilization has achieved
extraordinary levels of productionand con-
sumption. However, this progress has often
come at a significant environmental cost.
Deforestation, pollution, habitat destruction
and climate change have placed immense
pressure onnatural ecosystems. The conse-
quences are becoming increasingly visible
through extreme weather events, declining
biodiversity and threats to food and water
security.

Neo-Humanismchallenges the beliefthat
nature exists solely for human exploitation.
It views the environment as a living system
thatdeserves protectionand nurturing. This
perspective encourages sustainable living

practices that balance human needs with
ecological preservation. Environmental
responsibility becomes not merely a practi-
cal necessity but also a moral obligation. By
fosteringrespect for nature,Neo-Humanism
promotesavision of development that safe-
guards the interests of future generations
while preserving the beauty and diversity
of the natural world.

The philosophyalso places strongempha-
sisonsocialjusticeand equality. Throughout
history, societies have struggled with various
forms of exploitation, oppression and dis-
crimination. Economic disparities continue
to limit opportunities for millions of people
around the globe. Marginalized communi-
ties often face barriers to education, health-
care and social participation. Neo-Human-
ism advocates fairness, dignity and equal
opportunities for all individuals.

ANeo-Humanisticsociety seekstocreate
conditionsinwhichevery personcanrealize
their potential regardless of background or
circumstance. It opposes systems that per-
petuate unnecessary sufferingandinequal-
ity. By promoting justice and inclusiveness,
Neo-Humanism contributes to the develop-
ment of stronger, more cohesive communi-
ties where individuals feel valued and
respected.

Holisticdevelopmentisanother significant
dimension of Neo-Humanistic philosophy.
Modern education and social systems fre-
quently prioritize intellectual achievement
and economic productivity. While these
goals are important, they often overlook
other essential aspects of human develop-
ment.Emotionalintelligence, ethicalaware-
ness, creativity, spirituality and interper-
sonal skills receive comparatively less
attention.

Neo-Humanism advocates a balanced
approachthat nurtures the physical, mental,
emotionaland spiritual dimensionsofhuman
life.Such holistic development enables indi-
viduals tolead more meaningful and fulfill-
inglives.Itencourages self-awareness,emo-
tional resilience and a sense of purpose that
extends beyond personal success. In doing
so, it helps create individuals who are not
only skilled and knowledgeable but also
compassionate and socially responsible.

Therelevance of Neo-Humanismbecomes
particularly evident when examining the
challengesassociated with modern materi-
alism. Contemporary society often equates
success withwealth, status, possessionsand
consumption. Advertisements,social media
platformsand competitive economicsystems
constantly encourage individualstoacquire
more and achieve higher levels of external
success. While material comforts undoubt-
edlyimprove quality of life, excessive mate-
rialism can produce unintended conse-
quences.

Many people today experience chronic
stress, anxiety and dissatisfaction despite
enjoying unprecedented levels of conve-
nience and comfort. Social comparisons
fueled by digital media often create unreal-
isticexpectations and feelings ofinadequa-
cy. The relentless pursuit of personal gain
can weaken social bonds and diminish
opportunities for genuine connection. Indi-
viduals may become sofocused onachieve-
ment that they lose sight of deeper sources
of meaning and fulfillment.

Neo-Humanism does not reject mate-
rial development. Instead, it advocates
balance. Material prosperity should be
accompanied by ethical values, social
responsibility and inner growth. The phi-
losophy encourages individuals and soci-
eties toaskimportant questions. How can
wealth be used to benefit society? How
can technology serve humanity rather
than dominate it? How can economic
growth coexist with environmental sus-
tainability? How can personal success
contribute to collective well-being?

These questions shift attention from self-
centered pursuits toward broader concerns
that enhance both individual and social
welfare. By emphasizing contribution rath-
erthanaccumulation, Neo-Humanism pro-
videsameaningful alternative to the limita-
tions of materialistic thinking. The social
impactof Neo-Humanism canbe profound.
One of its greatest contributions lies in pro-
moting social harmony.

The author is a Faculty,
Science Department Sri Amritsar
Sahib, Punjab
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Two dozen hutments
gutted in Kathua blaze

Forest fire sparks mine blasts in Rajouri

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JUN 10: A massive fire
reduced nearly two dozen hutments
to ashes in Jammu and Kashmir's
Kathua district early Wednesday,
leaving several migrant workers
homeless and causing extensive dam-
age to household belongings, officials
said.

The fire broke out in a cluster of
temporary dwellings adjacent to a
scrapyard atMaggarKhad in the Chak
Gotaareaofthedistrictaround 4 am
and spread rapidly due to the highly
combustible material used in the
structures, the officials said.

They said Fire and Emergency Ser-
vices personnel, assisted by locals,
launched afire fighting operationand
contained the flames.

While no loss of life was reported,
the fire destroyed household goods,
clothes, utensils, three motorcycles
and other essential items belonging
to the migrant workers, mostly rag-
pickers from Bihar, the officials said.

Recalling the moments when the
fire engulfed her house, one of the
victims, Anita Devi, said, "We were
asleepwhenthe fire broke out. By the
time we realised what was happen-
ing, the flames had spread rapidly.”
She said people managed to get all
her family members out safely, but

{ ;,“" s .I;'A ; ¥
all their belongings were destroyed.

"Now we have nothing left except
the clothes we were wearing when
we fled our home," she said, seeking
government assistance and com-
munity support for the restoration of
their livelihoods.

In a separate incident, a forest fire
in Rajouri district triggered a series
oflandmine explosions alongtheLine
of Control in Keri sector. Officials said
loud blasts were heard from the for-
ested area as the fire spread through
the dry vegetation but there was no
casualty.

Security forces and civil authorities
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monitored the situation closely, while

firefighting teams worked to bring
the blaze under control, the officials
said.

Forest fireswere alsoreported from
several other areas in Rajouri, Reasi
and Udhampur districts in the last
24 hours, the officials said. Forest fires
have become increasingly common
across Jammu during the summer
months due to rising temperatures
and prolonged dry conditions.
Authorities have urged people to
exercise caution and avoid activities
that could trigger fires in vulnerable
forest zones.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Executive Engineer Mechanical
& Hospitals Division Baramulla

e-mail id: xenmhd.bla@jk.gov.in

Tender Notice Inviting e-Tender

I NIT No:

Public Notice

This is for information of general public that the (Electric bill
) power connection s registered on my father's name MOHAMMAD
AKBAR BHAT R/O BANDI PAYEEN Now this Connection bearing
Consumer ID NO 0212040016208 wants to be registered on my
name SHABIR AHMAD BAHT S/O MOHAMMAD AKBAR BHAT
R/OBANDIPAYEEN .Ifanybody have any objection in this regard
He/She may file his/her objection in the concerned PDD office
within seven days from the date of publication ofthis notice after
that no objection will be entertained.
Name...SHABIR AHMAD BHAT, S/0 ...MOHAMMAD
AKBAR BHAT, R/O .. BANDI PAYEEN

Public Notice

This is for information of general public that the (Electric bill

) power connection name has been wrongly registered SAMEER
AHMAD KHAN S/O ABDUL QAYOOM KHAN R/O CHANDOOSA
Now this Connection bearing Consumer ID NO 0212040011641
wants to be registered on correct name SAMEER AHMAD BAIGH
S/O ABDUL QAYOOM BAIGH R/O CHANDOOSA .If anybody
have any objection in this regard He/She may file his/her objection
in the concerned PDD office  within seven days from the date of
publication ofthis notice after that no objection will be entertained.
Name...SAMEER AHMAD BAIGH

S/0 ...ABDUL QAYOOM BAIGH , R/O .. CHANDOOSA

Public Notice

I, BILAL AHMAD BHAT S/o GHULAM HASSAN, R/o MALOORA
HMT, Tehsil Sumbal, District Srinagar, do hereby declare that my
father's name has been wrongly recorded as GH HASSAN in my Police
Department service record. Whereas, my father's correct name as
per my school records and other valid documentsis GHULAM HASSAN.
Allconcerned are hereby informed that henceforth I should be known
and identified as BILAL AHMAD BHAT S/o GHULAM HASSAN only. I
have to get my parentage corrected as per my school records and
other valid documents in the DPO Srinagar. If any person has any
objection regarding this, the same may be filed in writing in the DPO
Srinagar within 7 days from the date of publication of this notice, after
which no objection shall be entertained.

BILAL AHMAD BHAT , S/o GHULAM HASSAN

R/o MALOORA HMT, Tehsil Sumbal, District Srinagar

Dated: 06-06-2026

Public Notice

This is to notify the general public that the name recorded in the
Aadhaar database is incorrect.Name shown in Aadhaar: Aimana Jan
Correct name: Ayman Jaan,Fathers name : Showkat Ahmad Mir
Address: Humpora Kralgund Kupwara Jammu and Kashmir 193302.
The above mentioned person (Aimana Jan) hereby declares that the
name printed on the Aadhaar is incorrect and that her correct and
legal name is Ayman Jaan.Any objection to this correction should be
brought to the attention of the UIDAI Aadhaar Seva Kendra, Office
Srinagar within 7 (seven) days from the date of publication of this
notice.If no objection is received within the stipulated period, the
necessary correction procedures may be undertaken.

Public Notice

I, SHOWKAT AHMED BHAT S/o GH MOHMAD BHAT, R/o Zari
Mohalla, Malkoo, Tehsil & District Srinagar, do hereby declare that my
name has been wrongly recorded as Showkat Ahmad Bhat S/o Ghulam
Mohd Bhat in my Police Department service record. Whereas, my
correct name as per my school records and other valid documents is
SHOWKAT AHMED BHAT S/o GH MOHMAD BHAT. All concerned are
hereby informed that henceforth I should be known and identified
by my correct name SHOWKAT AHMED BHAT S/o GH MOHMAD BHAT
only. I have to get my name corrected in the DPO Srinagar. If any
person has any objection regarding this, the same may be filed in
writing in the DPO Srinagar within 7 days from the date of publication
of this notice, after which no objection shall be entertained.

SHOWKAT AHMED BHAT , S/o GH MOHMAD BHAT
R/o Zari Mohalla, Malroo, Tehsil & District Srinagar
Dated: 06-06-2026

Public Notice

This is to inform for general public that I have changed my
old name Rugaya Rasool Akhoon to new name Rugaya Rasool If
anyone has any objection they may file their objection within seven
days. After this period, no objections will be accepted.

Public Notice

I, Rugaya Rasool, daughter of Late Dr. Nazir Ahmad, resident
of Model Town, Sopore, do hereby notify the general public that
I have changed my name from Rugaya Rasool Akhoon to Rugaya
Rasool for all purposes and records. Any person having any objection
to the aforesaid change of name may submit the same in writing
before the Passport Office, Srinagar, within seven (7) days from
the date of publication of this notice. No objection received after
the stipulated period shall be considered.

Rugqaya Rasool, D/o Late Dr. Nazir Ahmad
R/o Model Town, Sopore

[ M&HDB/TS/2026-27/06/528-32 |

| Date:

| 10-06-2026 |

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical & Hospitals
Division Baramulla, invites online e-bids in Two Cover system on percentage wise basis from Authorized Service
Providers of OEMs /Registered / Listed Contractors for the below mentioned works:

Public Notice

Iam applying for fresh Pesticide and Fertilizer License underthe

Public Notice

s Estimated Cost of Earnest Time of
N'o Name of Work Cost T/Doc. Money Completio
(Rs. in Lacs) (In Rupees) Deposit n
Job / Repair Works required for Mahindra Bolero
bearing Registration No. JK05C-7964 (Inspection
or. Vehiclgé) pgrtaining to Mechanical an(d Hpospital 0.865 200.00 1730/~ 07 days
Sub-Division 1% Baramulla
Note:
e AAA: -Administrative Approval accorded by Chief Engineer M&HD Kashmir vide No. M&HED/K/Acctt/
0f 2026-27/29 Dated: 30-04-2026.
. Technical Sanction: - Technical Sanction Accorded by Executive Engineer Mechanical & Hospitals
Division Baramulla vide No. M&HDB/TS/05 of 06/2026; Dated: - 10-06-2026.
e Executing Agency: - Executive Engineer, Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla.
1. Date of issue of Tender Notice 10-06-2026
2. Period of downloading of the bidding document From 10-06-2026 to 22-06-2026
3 Bid Submission Start Date From 10-06-2026 (18:30 HRS)
4. Bid Submission End Date 22-06-2026 (18:55 HRS)
5. Date of Opening of Cover 15 23-06-2026 (13:00 HRS)

The bidders are required to submit their offers in two (02) covers.
Cover-I shall contain: Scanned copies of following documents:

Ol. Tender Fee

Rs. 200.00 (Rupees Two hundred only) in shape of e-Challan / e-receipt / online Bank
transfer acknowledgement including m-Pay Delight+, to be uploaded with each online
bid pledged to Executive Engineer Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla. Tender
ID to be written also on the voucher.
Bank: J&K Bank.

Branch: T.P Baramulla.

IFSC Code: JAKAOTEHSIL
Account No.: 0213010200000051.

Scanned copy of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) in the shape of CDR/FDR equivalent
to 02% of value of the advertised cost pledged to Executive Engineer Mechanical &
Hospitals Division Baramulla. EMD of successful bidder shall be released on receipt of

02. EMD 03% to 10% Performance Guarantee from (L1) and execution of agreement with the
Department. EMD of un-successful bidders shall be also released as per rules provided
in J&K PWD Engineering Manual 2020.

03. ’(l;zin;isti‘ggns Scanned copy of the Annexure- “A”& “B” duly accepted by the bidder.

04. Tax Clearance Registration Certificate of Sales Tax Department quoting GST Number.

05. | GsT Scanned copies of PAN Card / GST Registration / Latest GST clearance certificate or

acknowledgement of latest returns.

06. | Undertaking

Undertaking as per format at Annexure “C” that the bidder has not been blacklisted or
debarred by any Govt./Semi Govt. Department.

Contractor
Registration

07. Scanned copy of valid Contractor Registration on JKPWDOMS of PWD J&K.

Eligibility / Work
08. | Experience

in last 07 years in any Govt.

The Bidder Shall submit documentary proof of having successfully executed similar
nature of work amounting to 80% of the estimated cost in single contract or 50% of the
estimated cost in two contracts each or 40% of the estimated cost in three contracts each
/ Semi Govt./Autonomous institutions alongwith

physical form.

department shall be

blacklist such firm(s).

DIPK: 2016/26 |

Certificate satisfactory performance certificate issued by a competent authority not below the rank
of Assistant Executive Engineer.
Note:

> The successful bidder has to furnish EMD document physically to the Divisional office alongwith fee receipt
within three days from the date of opening price bid, without which his bid shall not be accepted for further
processing of contract in his favour.

> No EMD exemption shall be given to bidders.

> Bidders / Firms shall refrain from uploading irrelevant documents.

> Contractor/ Firm shall upload the contact / communication details separately on single page.

A. Cover-II shall contain:

Ol. Price bid, as per BOQ uploaded by this department. In no case, financial bid will be accepted in

02. The bids for the work shall remain valid for 180 days and the contract shall be valid for one complete
year, starting from the date of allotment of the said contract.
03. The complete bidding process will be online.

04. The Financial bid of only qualifying bidders shall be opened online in the Office of the Executive
Engineer M&HD Baramulla after evaluation of technical bid and decision thereof.

05. Bidder shall be penalized as per tender conditions if they withdraw their bid during the period of bid
validity or make any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid.

06. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they
should attempt to create similar BOQ manually. The BOQ downloaded should be used for filling the
rate below %age inclusive of all taxes and it should be saved with the same name as it contains.

07. The cost of tender documents is non-refundable and the tender shall in no case be accepted if
submitted by any firm other than the purchaser.
08. Any tender found to have been submitted by the firm by furnishing false information to the

cancelled and the firm shall be penalized as and when it comes to the notice of
the Department even during the currency of the contract. The department reserves the right to debar /

09. Conditional tenders shall not be entertained.
10. Unbalanced Bid: In case bid of the lowest bidder is found unbalanced, the successful bidder shall have
to produce additional performance security in shape of CDR/FDR/ Bank Guarantee within 07 days
after opening of price bid as per the Circular directives of the J&K U.T Finance Department issued

Thisis for the information of the general public that I have changed
my name from TAIBA FEROZE to TAIBA FEROZ. Henceforth, I shall be
known and recognized by my new name, TAIBA FEROZ, for all purposes
and records. If any person has any objection to this name change, he/
she may submit the same before the Passport Office, Srinagar, within
seven (7) days from the date of publication of this notice. No objection
shall be entertained after the expiry of the stipulated period.

TAIBA FEROZ
(Formerly known as TAIBA FEROZE)

name/ style of MUZAMIL FAROOQ deals in Pesticides , Fertilizers

and agricultural tools situated at HAIL Kreeri, Baramulla.193108

In this regard if anybody is having any objection may file the

same to Chief Agriculture Officer Baramulla and PPO Lal Mandi

Srinagar within the time period of 07 days from the date of Publication
of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.

Name....MUZAMIL FAROOQ

S/0..FAROOQ AHMAD DAR

R/O .HAIL JAGIR KREERI, Dist....BARAMULLA
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Engineering Manual 2020.
11. The tenders should be addressed to the Executive Engineer M&HD Baramulla.
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DC Ganderbal presides over weekly
Block Diwas at Tulmulla

Directs time-bound redressal of public grievances; emphasizes community participation

B HT NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL,JUNE 10: Dep-
uty Commissioner (DC) Gander-
bal, Jatin Kishore today presided
overapublicoutreach programme
under the weekly Block Diwas
initiative at Government Girls
Higher Secondary School, Tul-
mulla.

The programme was at-
tended by Additional District
Development Commissioner,
Manzoor Ahmad; PO ICDS, As-
sistant Commissioner Revenue,
Assistant Commissioner Devel-
opment and other district and
sectoral officers, besides civil
society members, public repre-
sentatives and residents from
different areas of Tulmulla and
adjoining villages.

Atthe outset, several delega-
tions and individuals projected
issues and demands concerning
development and public welfare
in their respective localities.

The issuesraised during the
programme mainly related to
augmentation of drinking water
supply, issues related to Dhobi
canal, repairs ofroads and dam-
aged water pipelines, improve-
ment of existing playground,
establishment of additional
Anganwadi Centres, healthcare
infrastructure, sanitation, main-
tenance of public assets, street
lighting, restoration of springs
in the localities among others.

e

COURTESY : pir

Main Market Tulmulla.

Nasha Mukt Abhiyon

NO TO DRUGS
YES TO LIFE
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evelopment initiatives
; regarding developmental require-
ments and service delivery.

The DCdirected the concerned
irrigation officials to undertake
field visits toidentified locations
and assess practicalissues raised
by residents so that necessary
interventions can be taken up
at the earliest.

Expressing concern over cer-
tain complaints regarding pub-
lic service delivery, he directed
departmental officers to ensure
thatofficials perform their duties
with sincerity and commitment
and that public grievances are
addressed inaresponsive man-
ner.Referring to the forthcoming
annual Kheer Bhawani Mela at
Tulmulla, the DC appreciated
the tradition of communal har-
mony and hospitality displayed
by the people of the district. He
said the event holds immense
significance for Ganderbal and
expressed confidence thatlocal
residents would continue to ex-
tend awarm welcome to visiting
devotees and uphold the positive
and inclusive atmosphere for
which the mela is known.

Earlier, students of Govern-
ment Higher Secondary School
Watlar, Ganderbal presented a
captivating song on Nasha Mukt
Bharat, while students of Royal
Public School staged animpact-
ful skit highlighting the menace
of drug abuse among youth.

These performances sensi-

Residents also sought better
management of irrigation canals,
revival ofdefunctinfrastructure,
improvement of public facilities,

Officers of the concerned
departmentsresponded to sev-
eral issues on the spot and ap-

for resolution of grievances.
The DCgave apatient hearing

to all delegations and individu-

als and directed the concerned

Addressing the gathering, the
DC said that programmes such
as Block Diwas provide an im-
portant platform for direct in-
teraction between the admin-

tized the audience regarding the
harmful consequences of sub-
stance abuse and underscored
the importance of collective

establishment of library in Tul-
mullaand deployment of sanita-
tion workers and dustbins at

prised the public about ongoing
works, departmental procedures
and measures being undertaken

departments to take prompt
action on genuine public griev-
ances in a time-bound manner.

istration and the publicand help
in obtaining valuable feedback

effortsin safeguarding younger
generations from the threat of
addiction

NMBA Campaign continues
across Pulwama with Awareness,
Counselling, Sports Activities
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA, JUNE 10: As part of the ongoing
100-day campaign under the Nasha Mukt Jammu
and Kashmir Abhiyan, a series of awareness, coun-
selling and sports activities were conducted across
Pulwama district to promote a drug-free society
and encourage community participation in the
fight against substance abuse.

Awareness programmes were organised at
Midoora Noorpora, Amirabad, Amlar, Donigund,
Tokina, Talangam and Gudpora Aripal, where par-
ticipants were sensitised about the harmful effects
of drug abuse and the importance of collective
efforts in preventing substance abuse. Various
activities including awareness sessions, pledge
ceremonies, signature campaigns and padyatras
were conducted to highlight the message of a
drug-free society and encourage public engage-
ment.Meanwhile, Self Help Group (SHG) members
organised awareness and counselling sessions
along with a padyatra at Arihal to spread aware-
nessregarding drug abuse prevention and promote
healthy lifestyles.

Furthermore, the Social Welfare Department
also conducted awareness sessions, pledge ceremo-
nies, signature campaigns and padyatras at Naina
and Zaintrag as part of the ongoing campaign.
While, the Education Department organised sem-
inars, painting competitions and awareness sessions
atvarious educational institutions across the dis-
trict, highlighting the adverse effects of drug abuse
and encouraging students to adopt healthy and
responsible lifestyles.

Furthermore, the Department of Youth Ser-
vices and Sports (YSS), Pulwama, is conducting
district-level competitions in Hockey, Table Tennis
and Chess at Hockey Turf Pulwama and Indoor
Stadium Rajpora under the NMBA campaign. Aware-
ness programmes and yoga sessions were also
organised at Central High School (CHS) Pulwama
to educate students about the harmful effects of
drug abuse and the importance of maintaining a
healthy lifestyle.Meanwhile, Zone Awantipora
hosted mega zonal-level girls' tournament in the
disciplines of Volleyball, Kho-Kho and Kabaddi at
Sports Stadium Charligund, witnessing enthusi-
astic participation from young athletes. Zone Tral
organised athletic meet featuring various track
and field events for U-17 boys at Bajwani Tral un-
der NMBA. Recreational activities and an awareness
campaign were also conducted at Government
Middle School (GMS) Tral Bala.

Similarly, Zone Tahab conducted yoga sessions
and awareness drives at High School Naina in col-
laboration with the Social Welfare Department.
Yoga sessions were also held at HSS Arihal and HS
Dogripora Tahab.

®© 00 ©

IEI-JKSC holds One-day Seminar on World Environment Day

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 10: Institution
of Engineers (India), Jammu & Kash-
mir State Centre (IEI-JKSC), organized
a One-Day Seminar in observance
of World Environment Day-2026
on the theme “A Global Call for Cli-
mate Action.”

The seminar brought together
engineers, academicians, environ-
mental experts, professionals, and
students to deliberate upon the
growing environmental challenges
facing humanity and the urgent need
for collective action towards sustain-
able development, environmental
protection, climate resilience, and
ecological conservation.

The Chief Guest, Prof. Shakil
Ahmad Romshoo, Vice Chancellor,
Islamic University of Science &
Technology (IUST), addressed the
gathering and highlighted the
critical importance of climate ac-
tion, environmental sustainabil-
ity, and evidence-based policy
interventions in addressing emerg-
ing ecological challenges. He em-
phasized the need for strengthen-

ing collaboration among academ-
icinstitutions, professional bodies,
policymakers, and civil society
organizations to develop sustain-
able and resilient solutions for
environmental protection and
climate adaptation. He appreci-
ated the role of IEI-JKSCin promot-
ing technical awareness and con-
structive dialogue on issues of
environmental significance.

Er.Ferdous Ahad Bhat, FIE, Chair-
man, IEI-JKSC underlined the in-
creasing environmental challenges
confronting societies across the globe,
including climate change, biodiver-
sityloss, environmental degradation,
pollution,and unsustainable patterns
of development. He also highlight-
ed the role of the Institution of En-
gineers (India), J&K State Centre, as
aprofessional platform for promot-
ing technical discourse, knowledge
sharing, professional excellence,and
public.

Er.Irfan Ahmad Reshi, MIE, Hon-
orary Secretary, IEI-JKSC, in his ad-
dress, highlighted the significance
of World Environment Day,

The technical session featured

presentations by Er. Khurshid Ahmad
Ganai, MIE, Former Divisional Of-
ficer, J&K Pollution Control Board;
Dr. Rayees Ahmad Khan, Assistant
Professor, Department of Physics,
SSM College of Engineering and Er.
Bashir Ahmad Dar, AMIE, Former
Secretary (Technical), JKPDD who
deliberated upon various environ-
mental challenges affecting the
region and highlighted the impor-
tance of environmental regulations,
pollution control measures, sustain-
able resource management, scien-
tific dimensions of climate change
and emphasized therole of techno-
logical innovation, renewable en-
ergy solutions, environmental stew-
ardship, and sustainable practices
in mitigating the adverse impacts
of global warming and environmen-
tal degradation.

The seminar served as animpor-
tant platform for meaningful discus-
sions on climate action, environ-
mental sustainability, ecological
conservation, and the role of engi-
neering and scientificinnovationin
promoting a greener, more resilient,
and sustainable future.

Agriculture Production Department holds

"Khet Bachao Abhiyan" at Kathua
B HTNEWS NETWORK

KATHUA, JUNE 10: The Agriculture Production De-
partment Kathua today organised the "Khet Bachao
Abhiyan" awareness campaign to promote sustainable
agricultural practices, protect soil health, enhance farm
productivity and encourage the judicious use of agri-
cultural inputs among the farming community.

Secretary Agriculture Production and Farmers Wel-
fare Department J&K Nitu Gupta inaugurated the pro-
gramme as Chief Guest in the presence of Deputy Com-
missioner Kathua Rajesh Sharma. The event saw par-
ticipation from officers of Agriculture and allied depart-
ments, scientists from Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK),
progressive farmers and other stakeholders.

Addressing the gathering, the Secretary underscored
the importance of protecting agricultural lands and
preserving soil fertility for future generations. She
stressed the need to adopt scientific, climate-resilient
and resource-efficient farming practices and urged
farmersto actively participate in governmentinitiatives
aimed atimproving agricultural productivity and sus-
tainability. She also highlighted the government's com-
mitment to promoting sustainable agriculture through
farmer-centric policies.
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PROMOTE NATURAL FARMING
BALANCED & JUDICIOUS USE OF FERTILIZER

The Deputy Commissioner emphasised the collective
responsibility of all stakeholders towards conservation
of naturalresources, sustainable agricultural develop-
ment and long-term food security. He called upon farm-
ers to make optimum use of departmental schemes,
scientific advancements and modern technologies to
enhance productivity, improve farm incomes and pro-
mote environmentally sustainable farming.

During the technical session, KVK Kathua Head Dr
Vishal Mahajan highlighted the role of scientific inter-
ventions and innovative technologies in improving
farm productivity and profitability. He stressed the
importance of integrated crop management, efficient
resource utilisation and climate-smart agriculture in
addressing emerging challenges in the sector.

Joint Director Soil and Land Use Survey and Planning
(SLUB) Jammu Aman Jyoti elaborated on the objectives
and significance of the "Khet Bachao Abhiyan" and
called for coordinated efforts by all stakeholders to
safeguard soil health and strengthen agricultural eco-
systems.

Chief Agriculture Officer Kathua Jatinder Kumar
Khajuria highlighted the significance of the campaign
in ensuring long-term agricultural sustainability. He
elaborated on the importance of Good Agricultural
Practices (GAPs), balanced use of fertilisers, integrated
disease and pest management, soil health management
and the adoption of smart agricultural technologies.
He also sensitised participants about the National Mis-
sion on Natural Farming and emphasised the need to
reduce dependency on chemical inputs while promot-
ing eco-friendly farming.

Chief Animal Husbandry Officer Kathua Dr Jugal
Kishore apprised participants of various schemes and
initiatives being implemented by the department for
farmer welfare and the promotion of integrated farm-
ing systems. He emphasised the importance of livestock-
based interventionsin strengthening rural livelihoods
and enhancing farmers' income.

An interactive session was also held during which
farmers raised queries related to soil health manage-
ment, crop protection, natural farming and modern
agricultural practices. Experts and scientists addressed
the queries and provided practical guidance.

District Agriculture Officer (Extension) Kathua Raj
Singh presented the vote of thanks.

Comprehensive Cleft Care CME, CDE 2026 programme held at GMC Baramulla
Focus on awareness, early intervention, Multidisciplinary Care

B HT NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA, JUNE 10: De-
partment of Dentistry, Govern-
ment Medical College (GMC)
Baramulla, today organized a
one-day Continuing Medical
Education (CME)and Continuing
Dental Education (CDE) pro-
gramme on “Comprehensive Cleft
Care: AHolistic Approach Towards
Cleft Lip and Palate Patients”,
aimed atraising awareness and
strengthening coordinated care
for cleft patients.

Deputy Commissioner Baram-
ulla, Dr. S.F Hamid, graced the
inaugural session as the Chief
Guest, while Prof. (Dr.) Sandeep
Kaur, Principal/Dean, Govern-
ment Dental College (GDC) Sri-
nagar, attended as the Guest of
Honour.

Amongotherdignitaries pres-
entwere Prof. (Dr.) Majid Jehan-
gir, Principal/Dean GMCBaram-

ulla(Patron); Dr.Parvaiz Masoodi,
Medical Superintendent GMC
Baramulla (Co-Patron); Prof. (Dr.)
Shafkat Ahmed Lone, Registrar
Academics and Head, Depart-
ment of ENT (Co-Patron); Prof.
(Dr.) H.U. Malik, President IDA;
and Dr. Omer Hussain Misger,
Head, Department of Dentistry.
Earlier, the Deputy Commis-
sioner,accompanied by the Guest
of Honour and other dignitaries,
inspected various stalls estab-
lished at the venue showcasing
awareness materials, treatment
modalities and initiatives re-
lated to comprehensive cleft care
and oral health services.
Addressing the gathering,
the Deputy Commissioner ap-
preciated the Department of
Dentistry for organizing the
programme and reiterated the
districtadministration's com-
mitment to supporting initia-
tivesaimed atimproving health-

care outcomes. He emphasized
the importance of early iden-
tification and timely manage-
ment of cleft lip and palate
casesand urged the organizing
team to conduct screening and
awareness camps in periph-
eral and remote areas for wid-
er outreach.

The Deputy Commissioner
also highlighted the objectives
of the Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan
and appreciated the contribution
of GMC Baramulla towards re-
habilitation and awareness pro-
grammes. He particularly ac-
knowledged the role of various
departments, including the
Department of Dentistry, in ex-
tending healthcare support,
counselling and rehabilitation
services toindividuals affected
by substance abuse.

He further urged the organiz-
ers to conduct similar campsin
far-flungareas under the Vibrant

Village Programme to ensure
that the benefits of such health-
care initiatives reach people
residing in remote and under-
served regions.

Speaking on the occasion,
Prof. (Dr.) Sandeep Kaur con-
gratulated the Department of
Dentistry for introducing com-
prehensive cleft care services at
GMCBaramullaand emphasized
the importance of multidisci-
plinary collaborationin ensuring
holistic treatment and reha-
bilitation of cleft patients.

Prof. (Dr.) Majid Jehangir ex-
tended his appreciation to the
Department of Dentistry for
successfully organizing the CME/
CDE programme and for taking
a significant step towards
strengthening specialized health-
care services in the district.

The programme was orga-
nized with the objective of cre-
ating awareness about cleft lip

and palate among the general
public and frontline healthcare
workers. ASHA workers and co-
ordinators from all blocks of
Baramulladistrict were sensitized
aboutearlyidentification of cleft
cases, feeding techniques, door-
to-door surveys, provision of
psychosocial supportand time-
ly referrals for comprehensive
management at GMC Baram-
ulla.

The event witnessed par-
ticipation of more than 250 del-
egates from different parts of
the Union Territory, including
Heads of Departments from
Government Dental College Sri-
nagar, SKIMS Medical College
Bemina, GMC Anantnag, GMC
Dodaand GMCBaramulla. Doc-
tors from peripheral healthcare
institutions, ANMs, midwives
and ASHA workers from across
Baramulladistrictalso attended
the programme.
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Nearly 12 lakh MSEs registered on
GeM, procurement reaches Rs 8.69 Lakh Crore

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEWDELHIL JUN 10: The Gov-
ernmente Marketplace (GeM) has
emerged as a key driver of India’s
digital governance transformation
by enabling transparent, technol-
ogy-driven, and citizen-centric
public procurement, the platform
said onthe occasion of its milestone
journey since inception on August
9,2016.

Designed asamajor governance
reform, GeM has shifted govern-
ment procurement from manual
and fragmented processes to a
digital, data-driven ecosystem.
The platform has reduced human
intervention, enhanced transpar-
ency, and simplified access to
government procurement oppor-
tunities for businesses across the
country.

The GeM has also contributed
to improving the ease of doing
business by enabling enterprises
of all sizes to participate in gov-
ernment supply chains through
online onboarding, transparent
bidding, digital contract manage-
mentand end-to-end procurement
processes.

Over the years, participation
of micro and small enterprises
(MSEs) on the platform has wit-
nessed significant growth. Reg-

istered MSEs have increased from
2,396 in 2016-17 to more than
11.91akh currently. Procurement
from MSEs has surged from Rs 69
crore to over Rs 8.69 lakh crore,
while order volumes have grown
from 2,994 to more than 2.17 crore
during the same period.

The platform has also expand-
ed opportunities for tradition-
ally underrepresented groups.
Women-owned MSEs registered
on GeM have risen from 268 in
2016-17 to over 2.16 lakh, with
procurement value increasing
from Rs 8 crore to more than Rs
93,327 crore.

Startup participation hasalso

on
Government e Marketplace Ministry of Commerce and Industry

grown sharply, rising from 88
entities to over 40,000, while pro-
curement from startups has in-
creased from Rs 2 crore to over
Rs 61,400 crore. Similarly, regis-
tered SC/ST MSEs have increased
from 38 to over 66,000, with pro-
curementvalue crossingRs 21,800
crore.

Beyond procurement, the GeM
has supported public service de-
livery, especially in the healthcare
sector. The platform has facili-
tated the procurement of more
than 324 crore vaccine doses and
199 crore syringes, along with
medical kits, diagnostic equip-
ment, and other healthcare-re-

lated supplies.

The platform is increasingly
adopting emerging technologies,
including artificial intelligence-
based tools, advanced analytics,
digital monitoring systems, and
transparent auction mechanisms
toenhance efficiency and account-
ability.

Mihir Kumar, CEO, GeM, said,
"Over the past 12 years, GeM has
contributed to building a trans-
parent, efficient, and inclusive
public procurement ecosystem.
He noted that the platform has
enabled participation of enter-
prises, including MSEs, startups,
and local manufacturers,and has
strengthened access to govern-
ment procurementinastructured
and transparent manner, support-
ing public service delivery and
expanding economic opportuni-
ties."

As India moves towards the
vision of Viksit Bharat, the GeM
continues to strengthen digital
procurement systems and support
national priorities such as Aat-
manirbhar Bharat by connecting
local enterprises, women entre-
preneurs, startups, cooperatives,
and rural businesses with govern-
ment demand, according to a
Commerce and Industry Ministry
statement on Tuesday.UNI

IIT Ropar, Rocket Learning ink MoU to boost

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

BENGALURU, JUNE 10: The Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT) Ropar has
signed aMemorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with ed-tech nonprofit Rocket
Learning to strengthen early childhood
education in India through artificial in-
telligence and technology-enabled train-
ing systems.

The partnership aims to upskill front-
line publicworkers and caregivers involved
in foundational learning, particularly
Anganwadi educators and parents, by
combining IIT Ropar’s research and tech-
nical expertise with Rocket Learning’s
large-scale grassroots outreach across
the country.

The MoU was signed by Prof. Rajeev
Ahuja, Director, IIT Ropar, and Azeez
Gupta, Co-Founder, Rocket Learning, in
the presence of Dr. Sarang Gumfekar,
Dean, IIT Ropar, and Namya Mahajan,
Co-Founder, Rocket Learning.

Prof. Ahuja said early childhood de-
velopment remains one of the most
under-resourced yet impactful areas of
social investment, adding that the col-
laboration aims to build a generation of
skilled caregivers capable of transform-
ing children’s life outcomes through bet-
ter foundational support.

Dr. Gumfekar said IIT Ropar is com-
mitted to contributing toIndia’s develop-
ment trajectory by working with civil
society, government and communities
tomake advanced technology and learn-
ing tools accessible to underserved sec-
tions.

Rocket Learning co-founders Azeez
Guptaand Namya Mahajan said the part-
nership brings institutional strength to
their mission of using Al and technology
for large-scale social impact, noting the
transformativerole of trained caregivers
in shaping children’s futures.

Early childhood development, cover-
ing children from birth to six years, is
widely recognised as a critical window
for cognitive and foundational skill for-
mation, though it remains under-resourced
in India. The MoU seeks to address this
gap through scalable digital training and
support systems.

Under the collaboration, IIT Ropar
and Rocket Learning will jointly develop
technology-enabled training modules
and support tools for Anganwadi work-
ersand other frontline caregivers, align-
ing with IIT Ropar’s broader focus on
socially relevantresearch and innovation.

Rocket Learning currently operates
across 16 states and union territories and
more than 200 districts, reaching about
6 million children through 500,000 class-
roomsand 400,000 Anganwadi educators,
with a target of impacting 50 million
underserved children by 2030. UNI

Centre notifies Coal Exchange
Rules for establishment of
Coal Exchanges
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NEW DELHL, JUN 10: The Ministry of Coal has
notified the Coal Exchange Rules, 2026, paving
the way for the establishment of Coal Exchanges
in the country. The rules were published in the
Official Gazette, following the enactment of the
Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation)
Amendment Act, 2025.

The Gazette had introduced the concept of a
Mineral Exchange and empowered the Central
Government to promote transparent and efficient
trading of minerals, including coal and its processed
forms.

The Ministry of Coal had already designated
the Coal Controller Organisation (CCO) in Decem-
ber 2025 as the authority responsible for register-
ing and regulating Coal Exchanges.

Eligible entities will be authorized by CCO to
establish and operate Coal Exchanges, frame mar-
ketrules and bye-laws, and facilitate coal trading.
Registrations will be granted for a period of 25
years.

"The introduction of Coal Exchanges marks a
paradigm shift in coal marketing by moving from
the traditional 'one-to-many' sales model to a
competitive 'many-to-many' trading platform.
This will enable transparent and market-driven
price discovery, improve efficiency, and provide
coal producers, including commercial and captive
miners, with easier access to a wider pool of buy-
ers.Public Sector coal companies can also leverage
the platform to enhance market participation,”
Ministry of Coal said in a statement.

The Coal Exchange initiative reflects the
Government’s commitment to enhancing ease
of doing business, promoting transparency,
and building a modern, self-reliant energy
ecosystem.

Recently, the Multi Commodity Exchange of
India Ltd (MCX) received approval from the Secu-
rities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) to invest
in a proposed coal exchange company.

MCX plans toinvest up toRs 100 crore as initial
capital to meet net worth requirements under the
draft coal exchange framework.UNI

Sasken launches Hyderabad CoE to Boost Semiconductor, Al Engineering Capabilities
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HYDERABAD, JUNE10: Sasken
Technologies Ltd (formerly Sasken
Communication Technologies
Limited) , a leading provider of
product engineering and digital
transformation services,on Mon-
day announced the launch of a
new Centre of Excellence (CoE)in
Hyderabad aimed at strengthen-
ingitssemiconductorengineering,
artificial intelligence (Al) and
digitalinnovation capabilities.The
new facility willenhance Sasken’s
regional delivery footprint and
deepen collaboration with stra-
tegic chipset partners, including
Qualcomm, and their OEM eco-
system, senior company executives
said.

Addressing amediabriefing,
Rajiv C Mody, Chairman and
Managing Director (CMD) and
CEO, along with Nirmala Datla,
ChiefDataScience and Engineer-
ing officer and Hareesh Raman-
na, CXO, Sasken Technologies
and President, Borqs Technolo-

gies (Sasken Group), India, said
the Hyderabad centre has been
established to support major
semiconductor customers, chip-
set manufacturers and hyper-
scalers operating in the region.

Mody said Sasken offers end-
to-end product engineering
services spanning silicon design,
embedded software, product
development and manufactur-
ing support.

“Saskenis afull-service prod-
uct engineering company. We
work across the entire technol-
ogy stack, from silicon design
toend-product engineering and
software development,” he said.

TheBengaluruheadquartered
company hasengineering centres
across Bengaluru, Chennai, Pune,
Hyderabad, Kolkata, Ahmedabad
and Mumbai, apart from inter-
nationallocationsin China, Japan,
Finland and the United States.

According to the company,
Sasken serves global customers
across semiconductor, automo-
tive, consumer electronics, in-

dustrial equipment, networking,
satellite communications and
hyperscaler segments.

The company recently
strengthened its semiconductor
and device engineering capa-
bilities through its integration
with Borgs Technologies.

Ramannasaid Sasken follows
an asset-light business model
and partners with third-party
electronics manufacturing ser-
vices (EMS) providersrather than
operating its own manufactur-
ing facilities.

“We work with contract
manufacturers in China, Noida
and Hyderabad. We are also
evaluating partnerships in Eu-
rope, the United States and
Mexico to support customers
amid changing global trade and
tariff dynamics,” he said.

He said Borgs has shipped
more than40 million connected
devices globally and continues
to expand its footprint in the
hardware and Internet of Things
(IoT) segments.

The Hyderabad CoE hasbeen
launched withaninitial seating
capacity of 120 and is expected
to expand in line with custom-
er demand.The facility will pri-
marily support semiconductor
companies, including Qualcomm,
by providing software integra-
tion, validation and engineering
services for next-generation
chipsets and connected devices.

“Hyderabad has become a
major semiconductor hub. Being
close to customers enables fast-
er collaboration with chipset
companies and hyperscalers who
build products around these
platforms,” Ramanna said.

The company currently em-
ploysaround 2,460 people glob-
ally and expects future recruit-
ment to focus on highly skilled
product engineers, architects,
Al specialists and designers.

“With Aland machine learn-
ing transforming engineering
services, value creation is no
longer measured only by head-
count. Our focusis onenhancing

engineering productivity and
building industry-specific Al
solutions,” company officials
said.Mody said Sasken works
with several Fortune 500 com-
panies, global hyperscalers,
automotive original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs), semi-
conductor companies and in-
dustrial technology firms. The
company also maintains long-
standing partnerships with
technology leaders suchas Google
and Qualcomm.

On future growth drivers,
Sasken said semiconductor en-
gineering, Al, IoT, connected
devices and Global Capability
Centres (GCCs) are expected to
play a significant role in the
company's expansion strategy.

The companyreported com-
bined revenue of about USD 125
million for the financial year
ended March 2026 and said it
remains open to strategicinvest-
ments and acquisitions to
strengthenits technology port-
folio and global presence.UNI

Bandhan Bank opens four new branches in Karnataka
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BENGALURU, JUNE 10: Bandhan
Bank on Tuesday announced the
opening of eight new branchesacross
four states, including four in Karna-
taka, as partofits continued expan-
sion strategy to strengthen its na-
tional presence and deepenregion-

al penetration.

In Karnataka, the new branches
have been opened at Jubilee Circle
BranchinDharwad, Siddhartha Nagar
Branch and Shivarampet Branch in
Mysuru, and Jakkur Branch in Ben-
galuru. With thisaddition, the bank’s
total number of banking outlets in
Karnataka has risen to 178. The

branches will cater to customers in
both urbanand semi-urbanregions.

Apart from Karnataka, the bank
has also opened two branches in
Delhi,and one eachin Uttar Pradesh

and Haryana.

services.

The expansionin southernIndia,
the bank said, reflects its strategic
focus on diversification and wider
accessibility of banking services.
The new outlets are expected to
enhance customer reachand improve
access to financial products and

Commenting on the expansion,
Bandhan Bank Executive Director
and Chief Business Officer Rajinder
Kumar Babbar said the bankis com-

customer needs.

mitted to strengthening its network
and delivering flexible, innovative
banking solutions to meet evolving

“We are delighted to announce
the opening of eight new branches
across four states, strengthening
our network, especially in southern
India, to serve customers more ef-
ficiently. As our network grows, we
stay committed to sustainable ex-
pansion and delivering innovative,
flexible banking solutions,” he said.

BandhanBank currently operates
across 35 of 36 states and union ter-
ritories, serving over 3.2 crore cus-
tomers through more than 6,380
banking outlets nationwide.UNI

India emerging as global hub for
affordable healthcare & pharma
innovation: Ravi Teja
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Viyash Scientific to acquire Italy’s BioForLife for Rs 188 Cr Strengthening Global Pet Care Business

HYDERABAD, JUNE 10: India has emerged as the
“Pharmacy of the World” through its scale, quality,
affordability and reliable supply of medicines, RaviTeja,
Deputy Director, Department of Commerce, Govern-
ment of India, said on Tuesday.

Addressing a press conference in Hyderabad on the
occasion of completion of 12 years of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government and India’s pharmaceu-
tical export growth, he said the Indian pharmaceutical
sector had grown from around USD 20 billion to USD
60 billion over the last 12 years and was expected to
touch USD 130 billion by 2030.

He said India’s pharmaceutical exports increased
from USD 14 billion in FY2015 to USD 31 billion in
FY2026, registering a compound annual growth rate
of 7.22 per cent. India currently supplies around 20 per
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HYDERABAD, JUNE 10:
Hyderabad-based Viyash Sci-
entific Limited, through its
wholly owned subsidiary Ali-
vira Animal Health Limited, has
signed a binding agreement to
acquire a 100 per cent stake in
BioForLife (BFL), a leading pet
care company headquartered
in Milan.

The acquisition, valued at
Rs 188 crore in cash, is ex-
pected to be completed during
the second quarter of FY27, the
company announced today.

The transaction marks a
significant milestone in Viyash
Scientific’s strategy to expand
its footprintin the rapidly grow-
ing global Companion Animal
Health Generics market.

Theacquisition will strength-

®© 00 ©

en Alivira’s companion animal
health business globally and
enhance its presence in the
European pet care sector.

Italy is among Europe’s five
largest animal health markets,
with companion animal care
emerging as one of its fastest-
growing segments, driven by
increasing pet ownership, pet
humanisation trends and
higher spending on preventive
and specialised veterinary
care.

BioForLife specializesin the
development, commercializa-
tion and distribution of pet care
products.

The company has built a
strong portfolio spanning nu-
tritional supplements, phar-
maceuticals and rapid diagnos-
tic tests, while also expanding
into high-growth segments

such as dermatology and oph-
thalmology.

With an established sales
network reaching more than
80 per cent of veterinary clin-
ics across Italy, BioForLife pro-
vides strong market access and
customer relationships that are
expected to support future
growth initiatives.

The acquisition will provide
Viyash Scientific, headquartered
inJubilee Hills, with a platform
to introduce products from
Alivira’s development pipeline
into the Italian market.

Atthe same time, it will cre-
ate opportunities to expand
BioForLife’s productrange across
Alivira’s operations in Europe,
the Middle East, Asia and Lat-
in America.

Commenting on the devel-
opment, Dr. Haribabu Bodepu-

ti,Managing Director and Group
CEO of Viyash Scientific Lim-
ited, said the acquisition is an
important step toward building
a leading global companion
animal health business.

He noted that BioForLife of-
fersan established platformin
one of Europe’s most attractive
pet care markets and strength-
ens the company’s regional
presence.

According to him, combin-
ing BioForLife’s commercial
reach with Alivira’s product
development capabilities will
help accelerate growth, broad-
en the companion animal
health portfolio and create
greater value for veterinarians,
petowners and business part-
ners.

Dr. Bodeputi also said the
company sees significant op-

portunities tointroduce inno-
vative products into India and
other international markets
through its global network,
adding that the investment
reflects Viyash Scientific’s com-
mitment to sustainable growth,
strategic expansion and long-
term value creation.

The acquisition will also
strengthen Alivira’s leadership
team, with BioForLife’s existing
executives expected to con-
tinue managing business op-
erations while driving new
growth initiatives.

The transaction builds on
Alivira’s track record of inter-
national expansion, having
successfully acquired and in-
tegrated multiple animal health
companies across Europe,
Latin America and Asia over
the past decade.UNI

cent of the global generics demand and exports med-
icines to more than 200 countries.

Ravi Teja said the United States remained India’s
largest pharmaceutical market, with exports reaching
about USD 10.5 billion.

He added that exports to countries such as France,
Brazil, the United Kingdom and South Africa had also
witnessed significant growth during the last 12 years.

Highlighting India’s global role during the COVID-19
pandemic, he said the country supplied vaccines and
medicines to several nations under the Vaccine Maitri
initiative, strengthening its position as a reliable glob-
al health partner.He said India was now moving from
volume-driven growth to high-value pharmaceutical
innovation with increasing focus on biosimilars, biolog-
ics, gene therapies, vaccines, speciality medicines and
API self-reliance. Initiatives such as Biopharma SHAK-
TI and expansion of clinical trial infrastructure would
further strengthen the sector, he added.

RaviTejasaid India has set a target of achieving USD
50billionin pharmaceutical exports by 2030 and would
continue strengthening quality standards, regulatory
cooperation and innovation to maintain its position as
a trusted global healthcare partner.UNI
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Prasidh replaces
Sirqaj for Ireland and

England T20Is
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CHANDIGARH: India have withdrawn
fastbowler Mohammed Siraj from their squads
forthe T20I series againstIreland and England
in a bid to manage his workload, replacing
him with his Gujarat Titans (GT) team-mate
Prasidh Krishna.

"Following discussions between the BCCI
Medical Team and the Team Management,
Sirajhasbeen advised a period of rest as part
of his workload management programme,”
the BCCI said in a release. "The decision has
been taken as a precautionary measure to
ensure adequate recovery ahead of a long
international season."

Prasidh has played five T20Is so far, with
eight wickets at an economy rate of 11. His
last game for India in the format came in

November 2023, against Australia in Guwa-
hati.

Prasidh is also part of India's squad for
the upcoming three-match ODI series against
Afghanistan beginning June 13, while Siraj
was left out for that series. Both quicks re-
cently played in the Test win against Afghan-
istan in New Chandigarh.

Siraj played 17 games for GT in IPL 2026,
while Prasidh played 12 during the team's
run to the final.

After the T20I series against Ireland
and England, India are also set to play
ODIs in England, and have assignments
lined up in Zimbabwe, Sri Lanka and New
Zealand.

India play Ireland in two T20Is in Belfast
on June 26 and 28, followed by five T20Is in
England from July 1 to 11.

McGrath: Australia
will have to manage
turnover of Test attack
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ADELAIDE: Glenn McGrath hopes that the in-
centive of winning an Ashes series outright in
England next year will keep the flame burning
for Mitchell Starc, Pat Cummins and Josh Hazle-
wood, but he expects the pace attack to go through
a period of transition in the near future. "There's
a few [new fast bowlers] coming through at the
moment. The Pakistan tours before and after the
World T20didn't go to plan,” McGrath said during
aninteraction at the MRF Academy in Chennai on
Monday. "ButIthink there's opportunity for quite
afew young guys at the moment. Guys like Spen-
cer Johnson have some real pace, but whether
they've had enough opportunity? I know [Nathan]
Ellis has been for a while and [Xavier] Bartlett,
they are the next level [in white-ball cricket].

"Starc, Hazlewood and Cummins are all in their
mid-to-late thirties, aren't they? You wonder how
long they can go. I look at it from an Australian
perspective in Test cricket. The Ashes is coming up
nextyearin England and Australia have not won an
Ashes in England outright since 2001. Hopefully,
there's incentive for the boys to keep going, but
there's going to be that turnover. You've also got Will
Sutherland, Jack Edwards and Brendan Doggett.
Plenty of young guys there, but we'll wait and see if
someone really puts their hands up."

The fitness and depth of Australia's pace re-
sources will be tested over the next 14 months
with at least 20 Tests on the schedule. Cummins
played just once in last season’s Ashes due to a
back injury and Hazlewood didn't feature at all.

Women's T20 World Cup 2026 warm-up:
India ease past WI; Perry headlines Australia's win
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CARDIFF: Bharti Fulmali
scored an unbeaten 56, Shrey-
anka Patil picked up four wick-
ets and Radha Yadav returned
3 for 25 as India warmed up for
the 2026 T20 World Cupin style
witha26-runwin against West
Indies in Cardiff. Smriti Mand-
hana (39), Yastika Bhatia (36)
and ShafaliVerma(29)alsomade
important contributions.

Sent in, Shafali and Mand-
hana - captaining in place of
Harmanpreet Kaur - added 59
runs for the opening wicket in
5.2 overs before the latter fell to
Aaliyah Alleyne. Shafali hit five
fours in her 13-ball 29 but fell
to offspinner Karishma Ram-
harackinthe seventh over. Jemi-
mah Rodrigues became the first
oflegspinner Afy Fletcher's four
victims as India slipped to 85 for
3in eight overs.

Bhatia and Fulmali, however,
added 60 runs in seven overs as
Indiaraced towards 150. Bhatia
struck six fours during her in-
nings, while Fulmali hit six fours
and a six as India racked up 179
for 8. For West Indies, Fletcher
was easily the pick of the bowl-

ers, returning 4 for 23.
WestIndies begantheir chase
well with Deandra Dottin and
Shemaine Campbelle adding 63
runs in nine overs. But once
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MeganSchuttand AlanaKing's
two-wicket hauls backed up by
Ellyse Perry's half-century head-
lined Australia's comfortable win
over England in the 2026 T20
World Cup warm-up game in
Cardiff.

Sentin, England slipped and
stumbled to 157 for 6 after being
reduced to 19 for 3 in the fifth
over. Kim Garth struck with her
third ball, taking out Danni
Wyatt-Hodge before Schutt re-
moved Amy Jones on the same
score. Nat Sciver-Brunt, in her
comeback game, was bowled by
King with England enduring a
poor powerplay.

Alice Capsey (45)and Heath-
er Knight (25) steadied the ship
before Freya Kemp and Dani
Gibson provided the finishing
touches.

Australia hardly broke a
sweat in chasing down the
158-target. Beth Mooneyraced
away with a 26-ball 43, while
adding 51 runs with Georgia
Voll for the opening wicket.

Campbelle retired out for 25,
Patil and Radha took over. Patil
got rid of Qiana Joseph, Jahzara
Claxton, Jannillea Glasgow and
ZaidaJames while Bhatia picked

up Dottin, Alleyne and Chinelle
Henry.Dottin top-scored for West
Indies with 49 off 44, who were
restricted to 153 for 8 after 20
overs.

Perry walked in at No. 3 and
struck nine fours in her 43-ball
64 and was the last wicket to
fall as Australia romped home
with ten balls to spare.

McGrath suggested that Shield success could
tune up the fast bowlers for Test-match chal-
lenges. Nathan McAndrew, for instance, is among
those Shield bowlers who could help boost Aus-
tralia's pace stocks. In March, former Australia
fast bowler Ryan Harris felt that McAndrew should
be in the Test frame.

"Alot of it comes back to Shield cricket, I think,"
McGrath said. "I don't know their exact stats in
Shield cricket, but state cricket in Australia is quite
competitive. South Australia have won back-to-
back and a couple of their guys have done well.
There's going to be opportunities out there and
we'll see once they get there."

In terms of the future, McGrath has been en-
couraged by his early sightings of Ollie Peake.
McGrath believed that the 19-year-old has the
potential to succeed across conditions and that
he might also be in contention for next year's
Border-Gavaskar Trophy in India.

Peake recently became the youngest specialist
men's batter to debut for Australia and fourth
youngest overall for them in ODI cricket. In his
second innings, on a slow surface in Lahore, he
showed glimpses of his potential, scoring 31 off
32 balls while taking on fast bowler Haris Rauf
and wristspinner Shadab Khan.In 2025, McGrath
had observed Peake's development in subcontinent
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