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JAMMLU, JUNE 6: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha on Saturday
declared that Jammu and Kashmir's
fightagainstdrugs and narco-terror-
ism has entered a decisive phase,
asserting that security agencies are
targeting every linkin theillicit drug
network and leaving no room for
smugglers, peddlers, or terror finan-
ciers to operate.

Addressing a public gathering in
Kishtwar during the ongoing Drug-
Free Jammu and Kashmir Campaign,
Sinhasaid the administration remains
firmly committed to eliminating the

drug menace and protecting the
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No Safe Haven for Narco-Terrorists,
Networks Being Dismantled: LG Sinha

Drug-Free Campaign Reaches 19th District as LG Vows Relentless Action Against Smugglers

LG pays obeisance
at Ancient Shri Gauri
Shankar Mandirin

Kishtwar

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JUNE 6: Lieutenant Governor
Shri Manoj Sinha today paid obeisance at
the ancient Shri Gauri Shankar Mandir, at
Sarkoot, Kishtwar. He prayed for peace
and prosperity of JRK UT and well-being

of one and all.
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Measures To Further Boost Economic Growth
Discussed Amid Global Turmoil: PM Modi

B HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

and geopolitical tensions.

economy.

According to official sources, the meeting
reviewed a range of policy ideas and strategies
aimed at sustaining economic momentum and
strengtheningIndia's resilience in a challenging
international environment. The discussions also
covered the potential impact of the ongoing
conflict in West Asia on India and the global

Members of the EAC-PM presented theirassess-
ment of emerging economic risks and opportu-
nities, while highlighting reforms that could
support growth, investment and job creation.
Improving ease of living and ease of doing busi-
ness remained a key focus of the deliberations.

The Prime Minister and council members
explored initiatives designed to enhance eco-
nomic competitiveness, streamline governance

NEW DELHIL, JUNE 6: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday chaired a high-level meeting
with members of the Economic Advisory Coun-
cil to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM), focusing on
measures to further accelerate India’s econom-
ic growth amid growing global uncertainties

and create a more conducive environment for
businesses and citizens alike.

The meeting was attended by Principal Sec-
retaries to the Prime Minister, P K Mishra and
Shaktikanta Das, along with members of the
advisory council.

The EAC-PM is an independent body that

advises the Government on economic and
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Govt Fully Committed to
Safeguarding Teachers’
Interests: Sakina Itoo

m HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 6: The Jammu and
Kashmir Government hasfiled areview
petition before the Supreme Court
seeking reconsideration of its order
mandating the Teacher Eligibility Test
(TET) for all in-service teachers of pri-

mary and upper primary classes, Edu-
cation Minister Sakina Itoo said on
Saturday.

Announcing the development, Itoo

said the government had fulfilled its
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PM Nominates Ladakh LG To Lead Delegation
Bringing Buddha Relics Back To India
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LEH/JAMMU, JUNE 6: Ladakh
Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxenawilllead anIndian delega-
tiontobringbackthe sacredrelics
of two eminent disciples of Lord
Buddha from Mongolia following
the conclusion ofa 10-day exposi-
tion in the East Asian nation.

Officials said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has nominated
Saxena to head the delegation

accompanying the revered relics
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Ladakh Records Over 43%
@ RiseInTourist Arrivals In 2026,
May Sees Over 121% Growth: LG

B HT NEWS DESK / AGENCIES

- " LEH/JAMMU, JUN 6: Ladakh has witnessed a
historic surgeintouristarrivals this year, recording
a growth of more than 43 per cent during the first
five months of 2026, a development that authorities
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Railways Order Detailed
Inquiry After Katra-Bound Coach
Suffers Structural Failure

No Injuries Reported as Damaged Coachlls
Replaced and Train Continues Journey

m  HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

LUDHIANA,JUNEG6:TheRailwayshasorderedadetailed
inquiry after a sleeper coach of the Delhi-Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Katra Special train developed a crack and
partially separated shortly after departing from Ludhiana
railway station on Saturday, causing panic among pas-
sengers but leaving all occupants unharmed.

Officials said the S-2 coach suffered a structural
@ Turn on Page 2

Global tensions may impact LPG
supply chain: Minister Satish Sharma

m  HTNEWS NETWORK / KNO

JAMMU, JUN 06: Minister for
Transport, Youth Services & Sports,
Satish SharmaonSaturday said that
although the Union Territory pres-
ently has adequate LPG stocks, but
rising geopolitical tensions and
global uncertainty could impact fuel
supply chains and markets in the
coming days.

Talking to reporters here, Minis-

ter Sharma, according to the news
agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), said the governmentis keep-
ing a close watch on the situation
and assured the public that there is
no immediate shortage of LPG.
“We currently have sufficient LPG
stocks, but we must not ignore the
fact that global conditions are not
good. Geopolitical tensions will have

an impact,” the Minister said.
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UNSC Membership Not A Forum For Peddling False Narratives: India
India Refutes Pakistan Claims At UN Over Kashmir Remarks, Reaffirms J&K As Integral Part

B HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

UNITED NATIONS, JUN 6: India
on Friday delivered a strong
response to Pakistan at the United
Nations, asserting that member-
ship of the UN Security Council
(UNSC)carriessignificantrespon-
sibility and should not be used to
advance “biased and false narra-
tives” on issues internal to other
countries.

India’s Permanent Representa-

tive to the United Nations, Par-
vathaneni Harish, made the
remarks after Pakistan’s envoy,
Asim Iftikhar Ahmad, referred to
Jammu and Kashmir during a
debate in the UN General Assem-
bly onthe Security Council’sannu-
al report.

Responding to the comments,
Harish described Pakistan’s refer-
ence to Jammu and Kashmir as

unwarranted and said the issue
@ Turn on Page 2

CS reviews progress of health sector reforms in J&K

Calls forexpansion of trauma, emergency and critical care services across health institutions

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR,JUNE06: ChiefSecre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, today chaired a
comprehensive review meeting to
assess the progress achieved under
the Health Sector Reforms being

implemented across Jammu and
Kashmiroverthe pastcoupleofyears.

The meeting examined reforms
aimed at strengthening tertiary
and secondary healthcare services,
expanding medical education,
enhancingdigital healthinfrastruc-

ture and improving access to spe-
cialized treatment facilities across
the healthcare facilities of the Union
Territory.

The meeting besides Commis-
sioner Secretary, Health & Medical
Education was attended by Direc-

tor, SKIMS; MD, NHM; CEO, SHA,;
Principals of Government Medical
Colleges; Director Health, Kashmir/
Jammu representatives from AIIMS
Jammu, SMVDIME and other senior

officers associated with the
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Lavender Gave Bhaderwah
National Identity: Dr Jitendra

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

BHADERWAH, JUN 6: “Lavender has
given the small town of Bhaderwah a
national identity and a national role in
India’s economic growth. What was
once considered a remote hill town has
today emerged as a beacon of India’s
rural StartUp movement”.

These statements were made by the
Union Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Science and Technology,
Minister of State (Independent Charge)
for Earth Sciences, Minister of State in
the Prime Minister’s Office, Department
of Atomic Energy, Department of Space,
and Personnel, Public Grievances, and
Pensions, Dr. Jitendra Singh who inau-
gurated the 2-day 4th Lavender Festival
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2026. BCCI President Mithun Manhas,
who also happens to be a son of the soil,
was Guest of Honour on the occasion.

Organised by CSIR-Indian Institute
@ Turnon Page 2
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No Safe.....

region’s youth from addiction and exploitation.

“We are breaking the chain of the drug trade at
everysinglelink. Whetheritis cross-border smug-
glers, peddlers, or terror financiers, thereis no safe
haven. Our agencies are hunting down every
narco-terroristand permanently dismantling their
networks,” he said.

The campaign, which has now covered 19 dis-
tricts across the Union Territory, has witnessed
participation from citizens, community leaders,
youth groups, and civil society organizations,
reflecting growing public support for a drug-free
society.

TheLieutenant Governor said theinitiative seeks
to build a strong grassroots movement against
drug abuse while simultaneously addressing the
security challenges posed by narco-terrorism. He
noted that people from all sections of society have
joined the campaign over the past several weeks,
helping raise awareness and support affected
families.

Reaffirming the administration’s resolve, Sinha
said that for nearly two months efforts have
remained focused on identifying and eliminating
drug traffickers and those financing unlawful
activities through narcotics.

He emphasized that while individuals battling
addiction would continue toreceive rehabilitation
and support, those engaged indrug traffickingand
related criminal activities would face stringent
action under the law.

Describing the campaign as the beginning of a
long-termeffort, the Lieutenant Governor said the
challenge requires sustained commitment and
cooperation from government agencies, educa-
tionalinstitutions,community organizations,and
the public.

Calling for collective action, he stressed that
teachers, local representatives, women’s groups,
religious leaders, and civil society members have
avitalrolein preventing drugabuse and safeguard-
ing young people.

Sinha said the growing public participation in
the campaign demonstrates a shared determina-
tion to free Jammu and Kashmir from the threat
of drugs and narco-terrorism and secure a safer
future for the coming generations.

LG pays....

During his visit, the Lieutenant Governor took
upthedemand projected by the publicrepresenta-
tivesandlocalresidents, and instructed the District
Administrationtosetaboutappropriate measures
for the rejuvenation of the pond adjoining the
temple.

The Lieutenant Governor was accompanied by
Shri Sunil Sharma, Leader of Opposition (LoP) in
J&K Legislative Assembly, Ms. Shagun Parihar,
Member of Legislative Assembly from Kishtwar,
Shri Pankaj Kumar Sharma, Deputy Commis-
sioner Kishtwar and other senior officials during
the visit.

MeasuresTo.....

relatedissues.Itis currently chaired by SMahen-
dra Dev and comprises full-time and part-time
members drawn from diverse fields, including
economics, finance, academia and public policy.

The council'’smandateincludesexaminingissues
of macroeconomicimportance,analysing matters
referred to it by the Prime Minister and providing
recommendations to support informed policy
decisions.

GovtFully.....

commitment to pursue the matter and remains
determined to protect the interests of teachers
across the Union Territory.

“The review petition has been filed before the
Honourable Supreme Court. The government has
consistently pursued this matter and remains
fully committed to safeguarding the interests of
our teachers,” the minister said in a post on X.

The Supreme Court, throughanorderissuedlast
year, directed all in-service teachers teaching
primary and upper primary classes to qualify the
TETwithintwoyearsinordertocontinueinservice.
The directive has raised concerns among sections
ofthe teaching community, prompting the govern-
ment to seek a review.

Itoo noted that the administration has been
actively engaged with the issue and has taken
concrete steps toaddress the concerns of teachers.
OnMay 30, shereiterated that the government had
acted responsibly and proactively and remained
committed to protectingtheinterests of educators.

The minister said the government had already
sanctioned the filing of areview petition, following
which the Department of Law, Justice and Parlia-
mentary Affairs instructed its Standing Counsel
to initiate the necessary legal proceedings before
the apex court.

In February, the School Education Department
kept in abeyance its order designating the Jammu
and Kashmir Board of School Education and the
State School Standards Authority as the nodal
agencies for conducting the Teacher Eligibility Test
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The review petition is expected to be closely
watched by thousands of in-service teachers, as
its outcome could have a significant bearing on
their future service conditions.

PM Nominates.....

from Ulaanbaatar to New Delhi. The Lieutenant
Governor is scheduled to leave for Mongolia on
Sunday and will participate in the concluding
ceremony of the exposition on June 10.

Following the ceremony, the relics will be flown
backtoIndiaaboard aspecial aircraft, markingthe
culmination of a spiritually significant event that
drew large numbers of devotees and dignitaries
in Mongolia.

®© 00 ©

The exposition is part of India’s ongoing efforts
to strengthen cultural and civilisational ties with
Mongolia through their shared Buddhist heritage.
Officials said the initiative has served asanimpor-
tant symbol of the enduring historical and spiri-
tual bonds between the two countries.

Thevisit follows the successful exposition of the
sacred Piprahwa relics of Lord Buddha in Ladakh
from May 1 to May 14. The event witnessed an
overwhelming public response, with more than
118,000 devotees paying their respects, making it
one of the largest spiritual gatherings organised
in the Union Territory.

The return of the relics is expected to further
highlight India’s commitment to preserving and
promotingitsrichBuddhistheritage while deepen-
ing cultural engagement with nations linked by
centuries-old spiritual traditions.

Ladakh Records.....

attributed to improved infrastructure, better
connectivity and sustained efforts to promote the
Union Territory as a premier tourism destination.

Knownasthe “cold desert”, Ladakhremainsone
of India’s most sought-after tourist destinations,
famed for its dramatic landscapes, pristine lakes,
ancient monasteries and adventure tourism. The
region is often cut off from the rest of the country
during the winter months due to heavy snowfall
thatblocks the Srinagar-Leh and Manali-Leh high-
ways.

Sharingthe figures on the social media platform
X, Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh V K Saxena said
the region registered a remarkable increase in
visitornumbers, reflecting the success of initiatives
aimed at boosting tourism in the high-altitude
Himalayan destination.

“Delighted to share that Ladakh has witnessed
ahistoricsurgeintouristarrivals this year, reflect-
ing the success of our sustained efforts to position
Ladakh as a premier tourism destination,” the
Lieutenant Governor said. According to official
data, May 2026 emerged as alandmark month for
tourism in Ladakh, registering an unprecedented
121.20 per cent growth with 72,834 tourist arriv-
als compared to 32,927 visitors during the corre-
sponding month last year.

Between January and May 2026, Ladakh wel-
comed 1,17,546 tourists against 81,827 during the
same period in 2025, marking a year-on-year
increase of 43.65 per cent, Saxena said.

Officials said major tourist destinations, includ-
ingPangong Lake and Nubra Valley, have witnessed
a sharp increase in visitor footfall. Nubra Valley,
known for its sand dunes and double-humped
Bactrian camels, has remained packed with tour-
istsinrecent weeks, while Pangong Lake continues
to attract large numbers of visitors.

The Lieutenant Governor attributed the surge
toPrime Minister Narendra Modi’s call to promote
domestic tourismand the administration’s efforts
to strengthen infrastructure, improve connectiv-
ity and diversify tourism experiences across the
region.

He said the growthintouristarrivals has brought
renewed optimism among tourism stakeholders
and local businesses dependent on the sector. “I
sincerely thank all tourists visiting Ladakh and
invite people fromacross the countrytoexperience
the confluence of nature, adventure, peace, culture,
spirituality, clean air and serene atmosphere in
Ladakh,” Saxena said.

The revival comes after a temporary setback
followingthe Pahalgamterrorattackand Operation
Sindoor, which affected travel sentiment and led
totemporarydisruptions,includingairspacerestric-
tionsand travel advisories by some foreign govern-
ments last year.

With the restoration of normalcy, tourists have
once again started arriving in large numbers,
providing relief to thousands of residents whose
livelihoods depend on the tourism industry.

Officials noted that domestic tourism remains
strong this year despite global uncertainties, with
destinations such as Pangong Lake, Nubra Valley
and Khardung La continuing to receive steady
inflows. “Hotels, homestays and tour operatorsare
functioning with high occupancy levels”.

Tourismin Ladakhwitnessed rapid growth after
the success of the Bollywood blockbuster ‘3 Idiots’,
parts of which were filmed at Pangong Lake.
Improved connectivity, including the opening of
the Atal Tunnel in Himachal Pradesh in 2020, has
furtherenhanced year-round access to the region,
they said. From recording just a few hundred
visitors when it was opened to tourism in 1970,
Ladakh has evolved into one of India’s leading
travel destinations, attracting more than five lakh
tourists annually in recent years.

The boom has significantly contributed to eco-
nomic growth, employment generation and the
expansion of the local service sector, they said.

Railways Order.....

failure near the toilet section as the train began
moving out of the station. The damaged portion
of the coach caved in, causing toilet fittings and
related fixtures to fall onto the tracks.

Passengers described feeling a sudden and
violent jolt moments after the train started moving,
sparking fears of aderailment. Several passengers
rushed out of the coach as railway staff and emer-
gency teams responded to the situation.

Authorities swiftly evacuated passengers from
the affected coach and detached it from the train.
Areplacement coach was subsequently attached,
allowingtheservice toresumeits journeytoKatra
with minimal delay. Ludhiana Station Director
Aditya said prompt action by railway personnel
ensured passenger safety and helped restore nor-
mal operations quickly.

Deputy Superintendent of Police, Government
Railway Police, Tejpal Singh said preliminary inves-
tigations had found no indication of sabotage.

Officials believe the incident was likely caused by
atechnicaldefect thatled tothe failure ofthe coach
body during the initial movement of the train.

Railway authorities noted that the consequenc-
es could have been far more serious had the struc-
turalfailure occurred while the train was travelling
athigh speed. The inquiry will examine the cause
oftheincident, including the coach’s conditionand
maintenance records, to determine responsibility
and recommend corrective measures.

Global tensions.....

Sharma said statements and actions by power-
ful nations continue to influence global trade and
energy markets.

“Today, whatever the United States does, wheth-
er Trump speaks on Friday saying ‘we will attack,
ortraders speculate on markets on Tuesday saying
the situation is fine, this is essentially a form of
trade war,” he said.

The minister said such uncertainty directly
affects economies and supply systems across the
world, including India.

He further expressed concern over social divi-
sions within the country, saying people remain
occupied withcommunal and caste-based conflicts
instead of understanding broader global chal-
lenges.

“We are unable to fully understand it; in some
ways, we are a hundred years behind. The British
leftbehind divisions suchas Hindu-Muslim conflicts
and caste divisions 80 years ago, and yet we are
still fighting over them like fools. We need tomove
beyond these issues,” Sharma said.

The Minister stressed the need for social unity
and awareness in the face of changing global
realities, adding that countries must remain pre-
pared for the economic impact of international
conflicts and market instability—(KNO)

UNSCMembership.....

was strictly an internal matter of India. He
accused Pakistan of repeatedly misusing interna-
tional forums to pursueits political objectives and
of circulating misleading communications during
its tenure as a non-permanent member of the
Security Council.

“Being a member of the UN Security Council is
ahuge responsibility. It is not a forum for peddling
biased and false narratives,” Harish told the Assem-
bly.

Reaffirming India’s long-standing position, he
stated that Jammu and Kashmir “was, is and will
always remain an integral and inalienable part of
India,” adding thatassertions to the contrary were
baseless and inconsistent with historical facts.

The exchange took place as Pakistan, which
currently holds a non-permanent seat on the
Security Council, once again raised the Kashmir
issue at a UN platform. Pakistan’s present term on
the Council is due to conclude later this year.

Harish also used the occasion to underline the
need for comprehensive reform of the Security
Council,arguing thatthe current structure reflects
the geopolitical realities of 1945 rather than the
contemporary world order.

He said meaningful reform mustinclude expan-
sion of both the permanent and non-permanent
categories of membership to make the Council
more representative and effective in addressing
global challenges.

India has consistently advocated reform of the
Security Council and, along with the G4 nations—
Brazil, Germany and Japan—has called for an
expanded Council with broader representation.

The Security Council currently consists of five
permanent members with veto powers—China,
France, Russia, United Kingdomand United States—
and ten non-permanent members elected for
two-year terms. India last served on the Council
as a non-permanent member during 2021-22.

CSreviews.....

healthcare sector.

During the review, the Chief Secretary was
apprised of the significant strides made in estab-
lishing collaborative institutional frameworks
among Government Medical Colleges, SKIMS,
AIIMS Jammu and other healthcare institutions
for strengthening specialty and super-specialty
services, capacity building,academiccollaboration,
researchinitiatives and digital healthcaredelivery.

While reviewing the progress achieved under
the health sector reforms programme, the Chief
Secretary emphasized that every tertiary care
institution in Jammu and Kashmir should strive
towards establishing and strengthening critical
care, trauma care and emergency medicine ser-
vices, observing that these areas are among the
most significant determinants of quality patient
care and healthcare outcomes.

Hefurther directed thatthe benefits ofthe reform
process should not remain confined to the newly
established Government Medical Colleges alone.
He called for inclusion of District Hospitals and
Sub-District Hospitals, particularly in those areas
where no Government Medical College exists, so
that healthcare upgradation reaches all regions of
the Union Territory in a balanced and equitable
manner. He observed that future interventions
should be planned according to the strengths,
requirements and service potential of each health-
care institution.

The Chief Secretary assured the department of
fulladministrative and financial support for viable
and impactful healthcare initiatives and encour-
aged the officers to proactively formulate innova-
tive proposals aimed at improving patient care,
medical education and healthcare delivery across
Jammu and Kashmir.

Highlighting the growing role of technology in
healthcare, hedirected the department toexpand
the ambit of Virtual Medical Boards to cover more
specialties and institutions. He also called for the

introduction of Grand Rounds, virtual aca-
demicsessionsand online teaching platforms
inperipheral healthcare institutions to facil-
itate continuous professional development,
strengthen specialist support and improve
clinical outcomes.

The Chief Secretary further advised the
department to establish a clearly defined
Roles, Responsibilities and Accountability
Framework across healthcare institutions so
that responsibilities at every level are well
delineated and measurable. He stressed the
need for instituting a robust Monitoring,
Evaluation and Review Mechanism sup-
ported by information technology platforms
tofacilitate real-timeassessmentof healthcare
services, patient utilization patterns and
institutional performance across the Union
Territory.

Calling for a forward-looking approach,
the Chief Secretary directed the Health &
Medical Education Department to identify
measurable milestones and targets for the
next six months, one year and two years in
the areas of healthcare services, medical
education and research.

He also emphasized the need for making
concerted efforts towards enhancement of
MBBS, postgraduate and super-specialty seats
across medical colleges to ensure optimal
utilization of the infrastructure and human
resources created under the health sector
reforms programme.

Regarding the expansion ofundergraduate
and postgraduate medical education the
Commissioner Secretary, H&ME, M.Raju
revealed that proposals have been submitted
forenhancementof 300 MBBS seats, 243 MD/
MS seats, 64 DM/MCh super-specialty seats
and additional DNB seats across various
medical institutions. He added that several
proposals havealready undergone inspection
and approval processes with the National
Medical Commission and other regulatory
bodies.

The Commissioner Secretary further
apprised that Tele-MANAS and tele-psychi-
atry services have been made operational in
major institutions, while de-addiction and
mental health facilities have been signifi-
cantly expanded.

He divulged that a comprehensive three-
tier Substance Use Disorder (SUD) service
delivery framework has alsobeen devised to
strengthen prevention, treatment, rehabilita-
tionand community-based support systems
throughout Jammu and Kashmir.

It was given out by the Director, SKIMS, Dr
Ashraf Ganai that the constitution of the J&K
Research Consortium has been constituted
at the Institute aimed at promoting collab-
orative researchamong SKIMS, Government
Medical Colleges and AIIMS Jammu. The
consortiumis expected to strengthen medi-
calresearch, innovationand evidence-based
policy formulation in the healthcare sector
in the days to come, he informed.

Earlier on Dr. Yashpal Sharma, Executive
Director, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Institute of
Medical Excellence (SMVDIME) gave a
detailed presentation about several reforms
executed across the healthcare facilities of
the UT.

He gave out that multiple Virtual Medical
Boards have already been conducted in dis-
ciplines suchasNeurology, Psychiatry, Obstet-
rics&Gynaecology, Anaesthesiology, Surgery
and Community Medicine.

Moreover he apprised the meeting that the
Tele-ICU facilities are proposed to be estab-
lished in seven new Government Medical
Colleges under a hybrid hub-and-spoke
model to strengthen critical care services
across the UT.

Similarly, he made out that the process for
establishing Tele-Radiology servicesis under-
way to ensure timely specialist radiological
support to healthcare institutions in remote
and underserved areas, he added.

TheHead IMHANS Srinagar, Dr Arshid Dada
threw light on the roadmap for expansion
and augmentation of drug de-addiction ser-
vices and the efforts made towards training
over 3,200 grassroots-level workers under
the proposed “Circle of Care” programme. He
elaborated that the initiative aims to create
a community-based support network for
earlyidentification, counselling, referral and
rehabilitation of individuals affected by sub-
stance use disorders.

Reviewing the initiatives undertaken in
the field of food safety, the Chief Secretary
wasinformed about strengthening of regula-
toryandenforcement mechanisms, expansion
of laboratory infrastructure, capacity build-
ing of field staffand enhanced public aware-
ness campaigns.

He wasapprised that more than 1,700 food
safety cases were adjudicated during thelast
financial year, resulting in penalties exceed-
ing Rs 1.67 Cr, while significant progress has
beenachieved towardslaboratory moderniza-
tion and expansion of testing capabilities.

The meeting further deliberated upon
upcoming initiatives in the areas of mental
health, liver transplant services and strength-
ening of dental healthcare services. It was
informed that collaboration with premier
institutions has been initiated to establish
advanced liver and biliary care services in
Jammuand Kashmir and to further augment
specialty healthcaredelivery hereinthe health
facilities of the UT.

Emphasizing the need for sustained

reforms, the Chief Secretary stressed that the
ultimate objective of these reforms should
betoprovide accessible, affordable and high-
quality healthcare services to every citizen
of Jammu and Kashmir. He underscored the
importance of leveraging technology,
research, capacity building and institutional
collaboration to transform the healthcare
landscape of the Union Territory.

Lavender.....

of Integrative Medicine (CSIR-IIIM), Jammu,
the two-day festival under the theme “Lav-
ender Goes Global” celebrated the remarkable
transformation of Bhaderwah from a tradi-
tional agrarian region into India’s leading
lavender cultivationand aromaentrepreneur-
ship hub.

Addressing the gathering, DrJitendra Singh
described Bhaderwah as one of the most
successful examples of technology-led rural
transformation in the country. He said the
Purple Revolution has demonstrated how
scientific research can be translated into
sustainablelivelihoods and entrepreneurship
in remote mountainous regions.

The UnionMinister credited Hon'ble Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of Startup
Indiaand science-drivendevelopment for the
success of the Lavender Mission. He recalled
that Prime Minister Modi had dedicated a
significant portion of the 99th episode of
MannKiBaattoBhaderwah'’slavender success
story.

Highlighting the economic impact of the
mission, he noted that several young entre-
preneursassociated withlavender cultivation
are earning substantial incomes through
cultivation, processing and marketing of
value-added products. He said Bhaderwah's
modelis now being studied and replicatedin
other Himalayan and northeastern states.

Dr.JitendraSingh said that Bhaderwahand
the entire Doda region have witnessed
remarkable developmental progress over the
lasttwelve years. He highlighted the ongoing
work on National Highway-244, stating that
improved connectivity is transforming the
socio-economic landscape of the region and
opening new avenues for growthand oppor-
tunities.

Dr.JitendraSingh attributed the success of
the Lavender Mission to the active involve-
ment of scientific institutions, industry
expertsand capacity-buildinginitiatives. He
said that sustained handholding, technology
supportand global-level conferences helped
expand the model to other parts of the coun-
try.

Emphasising the vision of Viksit Bharat, he
said that while the nation celebrates twelve
yearsoftransformative governance, planning
isalready underway for the next twodecades.
He stressed the need to unlock the potential
ofunexploredregions, particularly the Hima-
layan belt, and said that the Aroma Mission
isinherently linked to the Himalayan ecosys-
tem and will continue to play an important
roleintheregion’s sustainable development.

In her address, Director General CSIR Dr.
N. Kalaiselvi said the Purple Revolution rep-
resents one of the most impactful examples
of sciencereaching grassroots communities.
She noted that the initiative has successfully
linked laboratory research with rural liveli-
hoods and has emerged as a model for sus-
tainable agricultural developmentacrossthe
country.

Professor V.K. Singh of IIT Lucknow high-
lighted the role of science and innovation in
drivingrural transformationand praised the
CSIR Aroma Mission for successfully translat-
ingresearchintolivelihood opportunities for
farmers.He said the Purple Revolution stands
asamodel of science-led development, foster-
ing entrepreneurship, value addition and
sustainable income generation. He also
emphasized the importance of continued
collaboration between researchinstitutions,
industry and farmers to further strengthen
India’s aromatic crop sector.

Earlier, welcoming the guests, Director
CSIR-IIIM Dr. Zabeer Ahmed highlighted the
achievements of the CSIR Aroma Missionand
itstransformative impactonrural communi-
ties across the country. Dr. Ahmed said that
lavender cultivation under the AromaMission
has emerged as one of the most successful
examples of science-led rural development
inIndia.

“Overthelastthree phases ofimplementa-
tion, lavender cultivation has expanded to
nearly 1,500 hectares, benefiting more than
4,500 farmersand farming families,” he said.
“The initiative has led to the extraction of
over 4,000 kilograms of high-value lavender
oil and generated cumulative revenues
exceedingRs. 18 crore, significantly enhanc-
ing rural incomes and creating sustainable
livelihood opportunities,” he added.

Dr.JitendraSinghinformed thatwhatbegan
as a modest initiative in Jammu & Kashmir
has now expanded to several parts of the
country, including Himachal Pradesh, Utta-
rakhand, Arunachal Pradesh and other North-
Easternstates, demonstrating the scalability
and adaptability of the model. The venue of
the festival witnessed a display ofinnovation
and entrepreneurship with dozens of stalls
showcasing lavender oil, perfumes, cosmet-
ics, soaps, incense products, herbal formula-
tions, value-added aroma products, agri-
technologies and startup innovations
developed under the CSIR Aroma Mission.
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Div Com Kashmir reviews
Muharram-ul-Haram arrangements

Calls for seamless coordination omong Depar’rmen’rs Stakeholders

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 06: Ahead of
the forthcoming Muharram-ul-
Haram, Divisional Commission-
er Kashmir, Anshul Garg, today
chaired a high-level meeting of
senior officers and stakeholders
to review preparedness and
ensure the smooth, peacefuland
hassle-free observance of reli-
gious rituals and processions
across the Valley.

The meeting focused onassess-
ing civic, infrastructural, logisti-
cal and administrative arrange-
ments required during the holy
month, with special emphasison
inter-departmental coordination
and sustained engagement with
community representatives.

During the meeting, MLA Bud-
gam, Aga Syed Muntazir Mehdi,
highlighted severalissuesrequir-
ing attention in Shia-dominated
areas to facilitate mourners. He
stressed the need for uninter-
rupted electricity and drinking
water supply, macadamization
and repair of roads, functioning
street lighting, and adequate
deployment of medical personnel
at major religious venues.

Representatives of various
associations and stakeholders
alsoprojected arange of require-
ments, including enhanced san-
itationand cleanliness measures,
fumigation drives, availability of
firewood, ration and LPG supplies,
mitigation of the stray dog men-
ace, deployment of water tankers,
streamlined permissions for reli-
gious events, comprehensive
traffic management plans, iden-
tification of parking spaces, and
provision of shuttle services

between parking areas and pro-
cession routes.

Emphasizing the importance
of close coordination among all
stakeholders, the Divisional Com-
missioner directed all Deputy
Commissioners and concerned
departments to designate nodal
officers and share their contact
details with community repre-
sentatives to ensure effective
communication and prompt
resolution of issues.

The Deputy Director Planning,
Divisional Commissioner’s Office,
wasdesignated as the Divisional-
level Nodal Officer for coordina-
tion and monitoring of arrange-
ments.

Garginstructed Deputy Com-
missioners to prepare detailed
district-wise checklists of
requirements and ensure thatall

short-term issues are addressed
on priority. He further directed
that larger developmental con-
cerns raised by stakeholders be
incorporated into future planning
frameworks.

Tofacilitate smooth movement
of mournersand processions, the
Divisional Commissioner direct-
ed the preparation of a compre-
hensive list of roads requiring
repair and macadamization in
Shia-dominated areas and
instructed the concerned depart-
ments toensure timely execution
of necessary works.

The PublicHealth Engineering
(PHE) Department and Kashmir
Power Distribution Corporation
Limited (KPDCL) were directed
to ensure uninterrupted water
and electricity supply throughout
the Muharram period. Addition-

al water tankers shall also be
deployed in areas witnessing
higher demand.

The Divisional Commissioner
further directed the concerned
departmentstoensure adequate
availability and timely distribu-
tion of essential supplies, includ-
ing firewood, ration and LPG, in
areaswhere demand is expected
to increase during the obser-
vance.

Underscoring the importance
of sanitation and public hygiene,
Garg instructed the Srinagar
Municipal Corporation(SMC)and
otherurbanlocalbodiestounder-
take special cleanliness drives
around Imambaras, congregation
sites and procession routes. He
emphasized both pre- and post-
procession sanitation measures,
including intensified late-night

waste collection and disposal
operations.

The Health Department was
directed to deploy sufficient
medical teams, ambulances and
emergency response units at key
locations and augment man-
power, particularly in Srinagar
and Budgam districts, to provide
timely medical assistance to
mourners.

The Divisional Commissioner
also called for comprehensive
traffic management plans, iden-
tification of suitable parking
areas,and deployment of shuttle
services wherever required to
facilitate smooth movement of
devoteesand minimize inconve-
nience to the general public.

Toensure the peaceful conduct
of all religious events, Garg
stressed the need for foolproof
security arrangements through
close coordinationamong Police,
civiladministrationand security
agencies.

Reiterating the administra-
tion’scommitment to facilitating
the observance of Muharram-ul-
Haram, the Divisional Commis-
sioner urged all departments to
putinplace therequisite arrange-
ments well in advance and work
in close coordination to ensure
that all religious gatherings and
processions are conducted
smoothly, peacefully and with
utmost convenience for devotees.

The meeting was attended by
the DIG Central Kashmir, Deputy
Commissioners, officers from
KPDCL,PHE,R&B, Health, FCS&CA,
Fire& Emergency Services,Srinagar
Municipal Corporation, Police,
security agencies and other con-
cerned departments.

KVK Anantnag
Wins Zone-1 NAAS-
Dhanuka Award

m HT NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI, JUNE 06: It is a matter of immense
pride and satisfaction to share that Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK)-Anantnag, SKUAST-Kashmir has been
conferred with the prestigious NAAS-Dhanuka
Award for Best Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) - Zone-
I (Ludhiana) at the National Agricultural Science
Complex (NASC), New Delhi.

Certificate

Young Scientist Award
2025

Dr Raja Aadil Hussain Bhat
for his contribulion to Fisherias Sciencos
g
g
pemarati panen g

This distinguished recognition has been awarded
by the National Academy of Agricultural Sciences
(NAAS) in collaboration with Dhanuka Agritech
Limited, acknowledging the outstanding contribu-
tions of KVK-Anantnag in delivering impactful,
science-led agricultural extension services, promot-
ing agri-entrepreneurship,and nurturing grassroots
innovationinagriculture for sustainable rural trans-
formation.

KVK-Anantnag has consistently worked to bridge
the gap between science and the field by fostering
entrepreneurship development, promotinginnova-
tive farm-based enterprises, and supporting grass-
rootsinnovators, thereby enabling farmers and rural
youth to transform agriculture into a viable and
sustainable livelihood option. These efforts have
significantly contributed to enhancing farm pro-
ductivity, strengthening value addition,and improv-
ing rural income generation systems in the region.

The award is areflection of the sustained efforts,

Make Anti-Hail Nets Easily
Accessible to Orchardists in
Kulgam: Ghulam Ahmad
Banday

m  FAROOQ RATHER

KULGAM, JUNE 6: President of the Fruit Growers
and Dealers Association South Kashmir, Ghulam
Ahmad Banday, has expressed serious concern over
the challenges confronting the horticulture sector,
stating that Kulgam's horticulture industry has been
facing immense difficulties for several years due to
recurring natural calamities and other challenges,
resultinginlosses worth crores of rupees for orchard
owners annually.

In a special statement, Banday said that Kulgam,
one of the major apple-producing districts of Kash-
mir Valley, has repeatedly been affected by hail-
storms, strong winds, unseasonal rains, heavy
snowfall, counterfeit chemical fertilizers and sub-
standard pesticides. He said that among all these
factors, recurring hailstorms have caused the great-
est damage, inflicting irreparable losses on apple
orchards and other fruit plantations.

Bhat stated that although the concerned
departments conduct assessments of the losses
suffered by orchards and crops every year, it is
unfortunate that most affected growers have
notreceived any compensation so far. He urged
the government to formulate an effective com-
pensation policy for orchardists affected by
natural disasters so that their economic losses
can be adequately addressed.

He furthersaid that continuous natural calamities,
hailstorms and changing weather patterns have
pushed orchard owners in the district into severe
financial distress. Many growers are struggling to
repayloans obtained from banks and other financial
institutions, while repeated crop losses have further
weakened their economic condition. He warned
thatiftimely assistance, compensation and effective
protective measures are not provided, the problems
faced by thousands of families dependent on hor-
ticulture could become even more serious.

Bhat said that to protect orchards from hailstorm-
related damage, the government has introduced
Anti-Hail Nets and is providing a subsidy of 75
percenton theirinstallation. However, he noted that
the scheme has not produced the desired results on
the ground. According to him, a majority of orchard-
ists in the district are still deprived of this facility,
and the installation of Anti-Hail Nets remains neg-
ligible in many areas.
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JKAACL releases U-Turn and Other Stories, English
translation of Kashmiri short stories by Gauri Shankar Raina

®  JAMEEL ANSARI

SRINAGAR, JUNE 6: The Jammu
and Kashmir Academy of Art, Cul-
tureand Languages (JKAACL) today
released U-Turn and Other Stories,
anEnglish translation of a collection
of Kashmiri short stories by noted
writer Gauri Shankar Raina, at an
impressive literary function held in
the Academy’s Seminar Hall, Sri-
nagar.

Thebook has been translated into
English by Pankaj Bhan and repre-
sents a significant effort to bring
contemporary Kashmiri literature
to a wider national and interna-
tional readership. The event was
attended by writers, artists, aca-
demics, broadcasters, translators,
scholars, students and lovers of
literature.

Padma Shri Prof. Shafi Shouq,
eminentacademic, poet, translator
and literary critic, was the Chief
Guest on the occasion, while Prof.
Yasmeen Farooq, renowned educa-
tionistand Principal of Government
Women’s College, M.A. Road, Sri-
nagar, and Prof. Farooq Fayyaz,
noted academic, writer and critic,
were the Guests of Honour.

In his address, Prof. Shafi Shouq
underscored the significance of
translation as a powerful medium
of cultural exchange and literary
preservation. He observed that
Kashmiri literature embodies a
unique sensibility, emotional depth
and cultural richness, and that
translations such as U-Turn and
Other Stories serve as bridges con-
necting diverse linguistic commu-
nities. He lauded both the author
and the translator for ensuring that
the essence of Kashmiri storytelling
reaches abroader audience without
compromising its authenticity.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof.
Farooq Fayyaz described the pub-
lication as avaluable addition to the
corpusofindian literature in trans-
lation. He noted that the stories offer
a nuanced portrayal of Kashmiri

society, capturing its landscapes,
memories, aspirations and everyday
realities through sensitive and com-
pelling narratives. He appreciated
the translator’s effort in retaining
the cultural flavour, rhythm and
emotional cadence of the original
texts while rendering them acces-
sible to English-language readers.

The author, Gauri Shankar Raina,
reflected upon his long literary jour-
ney and his engagement with the
social and cultural life of Kashmir.
He remarked that the stories con-
tained in the volume emerged from
lived experiences, observations and
memories that continue to shape
the collective consciousness of the
region. Expressing gratitude to the
Academy, the translator, publishers,
the Niyogi Books, New Delhi, and
theliterary fraternity, he hoped that
the book would help introduce new
readers to the richness and diver-
sity of Kashmiri literature.

The programme also featured
readings from selected stories by
the author, which were warmly
received by the audience. The read-
ings provided listeners with a
glimpse into the narrative style,
thematic concerns and humanistic
vision thatdistinguish Raina’s liter-
ary work.

Welcoming the guests and par-
ticipants, Mr. Ideel Saleem (JKAS),
Additional Secretary, JKAACL, out-
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lined the Academy’s vision of creat-
ing a vibrant literary and cultural
ecosystem through active engage-
ment withwriters, artists, scholars,
students and youth. He reiterated
the Academy’s resolve to strength-
en literary activities, encourage
translations and provide meaning-
ful platforms for creative expression.

The proceedings of the pro-
gramme were conducted by Dr. Abid
Ahmad, Editor (English), JKAACL,
who also presented the vote of
thanks. He expressed gratitude to
the distinguished guests, partici-
pants and members of the literary
community for their presence and
support.

Among those who attended the
function were Prof. M.Zaman Azur-
da, Dr. Rafeeq Masoodi, Mushtaq
Ali Ahmad Khan, Ahsan-ul-Haq
Chishti, Nisar Naseem, Bhawani
Bashir Yasir, Rashid Barki, Mushtaq
Bala, Mohiuddin Reshi, Shafi Ahmad,
Dildar Ashraf, Shakeel-ur-Rehman,
Prof.Reyaz Rufaie, Prof.Ishaq Wani,
Prof. Tariq Ahmad, besides a large
number of writers, scholars, stu-
dents and literary enthusiasts.

The eventreflected JKAACL's con-
tinued commitment to promoting
literary excellence, fostering trans-
lation activities and preserving the
richlinguistic and cultural heritage
of Jammu and Kashmir through
meaningful literary initiatives.

dedication, and professional commitment of the
entire team of KVK-Anantnag, who have worked
tirelessly under the visionary guidance of SKUAST-
Kashmir and in close coordination with ICAR and
allied stakeholders to serve the farming commu-
nity with excellence.

On this proud occasion, I express my heartfelt
gratitude to the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor and Direc-
tor Extension, SKUAST-K, ICAR, NAAS, Dhanuka
Agritech Limited, and all our partner departments,
institutions, and farming communities for their
continuous support, encouragement, and coopera-
tion in achieving this milestone.

This recognition further strengthens our resolve
to continue advancing innovation-led agricultural
development, climate-resilient farming systems,
entrepreneurship promotion, and socio-economic
upliftment of farmers in Jammu & Kashmir.

Congratulations to Team KVK-Anantnag,
SKUAST-K!

Food Safety Team Conducts
Market Inspection in Kulgam
B FAROOQ RATHER

KULGAM, JUNE 6: To ensure compliance with food
safety standards and promote consumer health, the Food
Safety Departmenton Friday conducted a marketinspec-
tion and awareness drive in Kulgam town and Super
Market Kulgam.

The inspection was led by Assistant Commissioner
Food Safety, Syed Nighat Hassan, along with the Food
Safety Officer. During the drive, several medical shopsin
Kulgam market were inspected, and owners were sen-
sitised about the importance of adhering to food safety
regulations, proper storage practices, and maintaining
prescribed standards.

The team also carried out market checking in Super
Market Kulgam, where shopkeepers were educated about
maintaining hygiene and sanitation in their establish-
ments. Traders were advised to ensure cleanlinessin food
handling and storage areas to prevent contamination and
safeguard public health.

Aspecial awareness session was held on food labelling
requirements. Shopkeepers were informed about manda-
tory provisions regarding the display of manufacturing
and expiry dates, batch numbers, ingredient details,
nutritionalinformation, and FSSAllicence particulars on
packaged food products. They were urged torefrain from
selling expired or improperly labelled food items.

Speaking during the inspection, Assistant Commis-
sioner Food Safety Syed Nighat Hassan stressed the need
for strict adherence to food safety norms and urged food
business operators to maintain high standards of hygiene
and sanitation. He said that awareness among traders is
crucial for ensuring the availability of safe and quality
food products to consumers.
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J&K Judicial Academy begins Pre-Appointment Induction
Training for newly selected Civil Judge

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 06: The
Jammu and Kashmir Judicial
Academy today commenced the
Pre-Appointment Induction
Training Programme for 39
newly selected Civil Judges (Ju-
nior Division) at its Srinagar
campus.

The programme was inau-
gurated by Justice Arun Pallj,
Judge, Supreme Court of India,
in presence of Justice Sanjeev
Kumar, Acting Chief]ustice, High
Court of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh; Justice Rajnesh Oswal,
Judge, High Court of J&K and
Ladakh and Chairperson, Gov-
erning Committee for J&K Judi-
cial Academy and other com-
panion Judges of the High Court
of J&K and Ladakh.

Delivering the inaugural
address, Justice Arun Palli de-
scribed the judicial service as
apublic trustand emphasized
that trial court judges represent
the face of the judiciary for most
citizens.

Justice Arun Palli urged the
newly selected officers to uphold
the highest standards of integ-
rity, humility and fairness, remain
committed to continuouslearn-
ing and strive to strengthen
public confidence in the justice
delivery system through their
conduct and decisions.

In his special address, Justice
Sanjeev Kumar, Acting Chief
Justice, High Court of Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh con-
gratulated the newly selected
officers and emphasized that
judicial service demands integ-
rity, impartiality, discipline and
compassion.

Justice SanjeevKumaradvised
the participants to remain life-
longlearners, maintain the high-

4

est ethical standards, embrace
technology responsibly, avoid
overdependence on artificial
intelligence and discharge their
duties fearlessly and fairly in
accordance with law.

In hisintroductory remarks,
Justice Rajnesh Oswal high-
lighted the significance of the
transition from the Bar to the
Bench and described it as a mo-
mentous milestone requiring a
shift from partisan advocacy to
impartial adjudication.

Justice Rajnesh Oswal re-
minded the participants that a
judge's foremostallegianceis to

the Constitution and the rule of
law. He emphasized the virtues
of patience, restraint, indepen-
dence and continuous learning
as essential attributes of a judi-
cial officer.

Earlier, in his welcome ad-
dress, Director, J&K Judicial
Academy, Naseer Ahmad Dar,
highlighted the importance of
judicialeducationin strengthen-
ing the justice delivery system.
He informed that the induction
programme has been designed
to equip the newly selected of-
ficers with the knowledge, skills
and ethical foundations neces-

sary for judicial service.

Following the inaugural cer-
emony, the academic proceedings
commenced with Session-I on
“Introduction to the Training
Programme Module - Back-
ground”, jointly conducted by
Justice Rajnesh Oswal and Justice
Sanjay Parihar, Judges of the High
Court of J&K and Ladakh.

The session familiarized the
participants with the objectives,
structure and expected outcomes
of the induction training pro-
gramme.It provided anoverview
ofthe professional journey that
lies ahead for the newly ap-

)

pointed judicial officers.

Session-Ilof the programme
was conducted by Director, J&K
Judicial Academy, on “Role and
Ethical Expectations of a Civil
Judge (Junior Division)”. The ses-
sion deliberated upon the ethi-
calresponsibilities of trial court
judges, courtroom discipline,
judicial temperament and the
need to maintain dignity, im-
partiality and professionalism
in judicial proceedings.

In the post-lunch session,
Justice Bashir Ahmad Kirmani
conducted thelast session of the
day on “Foundations of Judicial
Ethics”. During the session, he
highlighted the significance of
ethics as the foundation of both
personal and professional life,
emphasizing that judicial ethics
constitutes the cornerstone of
a judge's conduct.

Stressing the vitalimportance
of judicial independence, Justice
Bashir Kirmani observed that
true independence emanates
fromanindividual's conscience
and moral integrity, enabling
judges to discharge their duties
impartially and without exter-
nal influence. The session un-
derscored that judicialindepen-
dence is not merely a matter of
personal freedom but a solemn
responsibility to uphold ethical
values, fairness and the rule of
law in the administration of
justice.

The participants actively
engagedinthe deliberations and
discussions throughout the day.
The induction training pro-
gramme shall continue with a
series of thematic sessionsaimed
at enhancing the professional
competence, ethical awareness
and judicial excellence among
the newly selected Civil Judges
(Junior Division).

SWD Srinagar conducts Awareness
Programme on Skill Development for
Adolescent Girls

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 06: Social Welfare Depart-

Six Dumpers Among 12 Vehicles Seized
in Handwara Mining Crackdown

Rs 3.4 Lakh Fine Recovered as Mining Department
Tightens Noose on lllegal Extraction

ment (SWD)-SANKALP Hub for Empowerment of
Women Srinagar organized a programme on the
integration of out-of-school adolescent girls into
various skill development initiatives, aimed at
empowering young girls through vocational train-
ing and enhancing their opportunities for self-
reliance and socio-economic development at
Mustafad, Fruitmandi Srinagar on today.!

The programme was attended by officials of
SANKALP Hub for Empowerment of Women Sri-
nagar and out of school adolescent girls from dif-
ferent areas of the district.

Speaking on the occasion, the officials from
SANKALP-HEW Srinagar highlighted the impor-
tance of equipping out-of-school adolescent girls
with market-relevant skills to improve their em-
ployability and livelihood prospects. Emphasis
was laid on identifying vulnerable and marginal-
ized girls and facilitating their enrolment in skill
development courses aligned with their interests
and local employment opportunities.

The participants were sensitized about various
government-sponsored skilling programmes, vo-
cational training opportunities, and support
mechanisms available for adolescent girls. Inter-
active sessions were also conducted to address
challenges faced by out-of-school girls and to
encourage their active participation in skill en-
hancement initiatives.

The programme forms part of the Department's
continued efforts to promote inclusive develop-
ment, gender empowerment, and social protection
by ensuring that no adolescent girl is left behind
in accessing education, training, and livelihood
opportunities.

The Department reaffirmed its commitment
to strengthening convergence with relevant stake-
holders and expanding the reach of skilling pro-
grammes to enable adolescent girls to become
confident, productive,and economically indepen-
dent members of society.

m DR.AB QAYOOM

KUPWARA,JUN06: Inasignificant
crackdown on illegal mining and
unauthorized transportation of min-
erals, the Geology and Mining Depart-
ment Kupwara seized 12 vehicles
during a special enforcement drive
conducted across the Handwara sub-
division over the past two days.

Speaking to Headlines Today, the
Area Incharge Officer said that the
drive was launched onthedirections
ofthe District Mineral Officer (DMO)
Kupwarato curbillegal mining activ-
ities in the region.

"Despite limited manpower, our
team is working round the clock to
preventillegal extraction and trans-
portation of minerals across the
Handwara subdivision," the officer
said.

During the operation, officials
seized four tractors, two tippers and
sixdumpers fromdifferentlocations.
Six dumpers were confiscated onthe
Bangus Road forallegedly transport-
ing minerals in violation of mining
regulations.The department also
recovered Rs 3,40,477 as penalties
from the vehicle owners for violating
mining laws and transportation
normes.

District Mineral Officer Kupwara
said theactionforms partofanongo-
ing campaign aimed at curbing
unlawful miningactivities and ensur-
ing strict compliance with environ-
mental and mining regulations. He
added that all seized vehicles have
been taken into custody and further

legal proceedings are underway.
"lam satisfied with the dedication
shownby our field staff, who are doing
an excellent job in tackling illegal
mining activities in Langate and
Handwara despite manpower con-
straints,” the DMO said.He appealed
to the general public to cooperate
with the department in protecting
the environment and safeguarding
the district's water resources, which
he described as the lifelines of Kup-
wara.As partofthedrive, the enforce-
ment teamalsoblocked several unau-
thorized routes near Nallah Talri in

the Chalpora area of Rajwar, where
illegal extraction activities had
reportedly been taking place for the
past few days.

The DMO warned individuals
involved in illegal mining that strict
action would be taken under the
provisions of the Mining Act against
anyone found violating the law.The
department reiterated its commit-
ment to continue regularinspections
and enforcement drives to prevent
illegal mining and ensure the sustain-
able use of natural resources in the
district.

DC Bandipora Visits Army Goodwill School, Lauds Students’ Presentation of
National Anthem, National Song at NMBA Padyatra

B HT NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA, JUNE 6: Dep-
uty Commissioner Bandipora,
Indu Kanwal Chib, on Saturday
visited Army Goodwill School
Bandipora, where she inter-

®© 00 ©

acted with students and teach-
ers and appreciated their par-
ticipation in the recently held
district-level Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan (NMBA) Padyatra, led
by the Hon’ble Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of JRKUT, ShriManoj Sinha.

The Deputy Commissioner
lauded the students for their
enthusiastic participation and
their impressive presentation
of the National Anthem and
National Song during the Pady-
atra. She said the students

added a special spirit to the
event through their confident
performance, which drew wide
appreciation.

As a gesture of recognition,
the Deputy Commissioner pre-
sented an Appreciation Certifi-

cate to the school for its contri-
bution to the successful conduct
of the programme, and con-
gratulated the students, teach-
ers, and school administration
for their collective efforts and
commitment.

Startup India, JKEDI, District Admin
Kupwara organise TEJAS workshop to
strengthen grassroots
entrepreneurship

m HT NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA, JUNE 06: In a significant initiative
aimed at fostering innovation and entrepreneur-
shipinremoteregions, the Department for Promo-
tion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Min-
istry of Commerce and Industry, Government of
India, in collaboration with the Jammu & Kashmir
Entrepreneurship Development Institute (JKEDI)
and District Administration Kupwara, on Saturday
organised aworkshop under the TEJAS (Transform-
ing Entrepreneurial Journeys Across State & Districts)
programme at Government Degree College (Boys),
Kupwara.The workshop formed part of Startup
India’s ongoing efforts to promote inclusive en-
trepreneurship and strengthen grassroots innova-
tion ecosystems across the country. The event
witnessed enthusiastic participation from more
than 350 aspiring entrepreneurs, innovators,
startup founders, students, and other stakeholders
from the district.TEJAS is a flagship nationwide
initiative designed to identify, nurture, and support
aspiring entrepreneurs and startups from non-
metro and underserved regions by facilitating
access to mentorship, institutional support, re-
sources,and market opportunities. The programme
isbeing implemented across 132 districts of India
with a focus on capacity building, ecosystem de-
velopment, and expanding entrepreneurial op-
portunities at the grassroots level.

The workshop featured a series of expert-led
sessions on entrepreneurship, innovation, startup
development, government support mechanisms,
funding opportunities, market access, and sector-
specific business prospects. The interactive sessions
provided participants with practical insights into
various stages of the entrepreneurial journey, from
ideation to enterprise scaling.

Additional Secretary, DPIIT, Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry, Government of India, Ateesh
Kumar Singh, who was the Chief Guest on the
occasion, delivered the keynote address and shared
valuable insights into the Startup India ecosystem
and the support framework available for entre-
preneurs across the country.

Reflecting on his visit to Kashmir, Ateesh Kumar
Singh remarked, “My visit to Kashmir helped me
understand that startups not only have econom-
icvalue but, more importantly, they bring dignity.”
He elaborated on various provisions under the
Startup Indiainitiative, including startup recogni-
tion, incubation support, funding avenues, men-
torship opportunities, and other institutional
mechanisms available to emerging entrepreneurs.
He encouraged participants to transform innova-
tive ideas into sustainable business ventures and
underscored the role of startups in driving eco-
nomic growth and employment generation.

Earlier, Ateesh Kumar Singh visited exhibition
stalls set up by startups supported by JKEDI under
the J&K Startup Policy 2024-27. During his inter-
action with startup founders, he assured them of
continued support under the existing policy frame-
work and appreciated their innovative ventures.

Addressing the gathering, District Development
Commissioner, Kupwara, Shrikant Balasaheb Suse
highlighted the importance of promoting entre-
preneurship and innovation in remote and border
areas. Referring to the Vibrant Villages Programme
and other developmental interventions, he em-
phasized that entrepreneurship can serve as a
powerful tool for employment generation and
livelihood enhancement. He lauded JKEDI for or-
ganising the workshop and reiterated the district
administration’scommitment to supporting youth-
led innovation and enterprise development.

In his address, Director JKEDI, Mohammad
Younis Malik highlighted the immense entrepre-
neurial potential of Kupwara despite its geograph-
ical challenges. He informed participants about
various Government schemes of Central and UT
of J&K, aimed at promoting self-employment and
enterprise creation. He identified sectors such as
agriculture, horticulture, trout farming, honey
production, handicrafts,and otherlocally available
resources as areas offering significant opportuni-
ties for value addition and startup development.
Encouraging youth to become job creators, he also
stressed the importance of frugal entrepreneurship
and innovative “Jugaad” solutions in building sus-
tainable enterprises.

During the technical sessions, Pratiti, Senior
Manager, Startup India, delivered a detailed pre-
sentation on Startup Indiainitiatives and schemes.
She guided participants on the startup registration
process and explained how entrepreneurs can
access various benefits available under the na-
tional startup ecosystem.

Earlier, District Nodal Officer, JKEDI Kupwara,
Ashan Qadir highlighted the objectives of the
workshop. Irtif Lone, In-charge CIIBM, JKEDI, pre-
sented an overview of the J&K Startup Policy
2024-27, highlighting its key provisions, enable-
ment measures, and achievements recorded dur-
ing the previous financial year. An interactive
question-and-answer session was also held, enabling
participants to seek clarifications regarding ben-
efits and opportunities available under the Start-
up Policy.Representing the corporate partner, Prof.
AnilSharmadelivered a presentation on JK Cement
Foundry and Smart Logistics, highlighting indus-
try perspectives and emerging opportunities in
the sector.The participants were also familiarised
with various Startup India initiatives, enabling
them to better understand the advantages of
DPIIT recognition, incubation support, and access
to national-level entrepreneurial platforms.
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Div Com Kashmir reviews arrangements
for Mela Mata Kheer Bhawani

Directs departments to ensure comprehensive facilities for Devotees

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 06: Ahead
of the annual Mela Mata Kheer
Bhawani, Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir, Anshul Garg, on
Saturday chaired a high-level
review meeting to assess pre-
paredness and ensure seamless
arrangements for devotees vis-
iting the revered shrine at Tul-
mulla, Ganderbal, as well as
other prominent temple sites at
Tikker (Kupwara), Manzgamand
Devsar (Kulgam),and Logripora
(Anantnag).

The meeting was attended
by the Deputy Commissioners
of Ganderbal, Srinagar, Kupwara,
Kulgam and Anantnag, along
with senior officers from the
Health Department, Food, Civil
Supplies & Consumer Affairs
(FCS&CA), Kashmir Power Dis-
tribution Corporation Limited
(KPDCL), Public Health Engineer-
ing (PHE), Tourism, Transport,
Fire & Emergency Services, Sri-
nagar Municipal Corporation
(SMC), Jammu & Kashmir Road
Transport Corporation (JKSRTC),
Reliefand Rehabilitation Depart-
ment, and Police.

Representatives of various
Kashmiri Pandit organizations,
including Soan Kashmir Front
and Mata Kheer Bhawani Ji
Yatra Welfare Society, also
participated in the meeting
and shared their suggestions
regarding the conduct of the

annual festival.

During the meeting, repre-
sentatives briefed the Division-
al Commissioner about the
schedule of religious events and
highlighted requirements relat-
ing to transportation, accom-
modation, tentage, mobile toilet
facilities, blankets, uninter-
rupted power supply, drinking
water, sanitation and illumina-
tion of temple premises.

Reviewing the preparedness
of all departments, the Divi-
sional Commissioner directed
the concerned agencies to en-
sure uninterrupted availabil-
ity of essential services, includ-
ing safe drinking water, reliable
electricity, adequate transport
facilities and medical aid for
devotees.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of special cleanliness drives
and directed the concerned de-
partments to undertake desilt-
ationofthe canal flowing through
the Tulmulla temple complex to
enhance the overall ambience
and provide a clean, aestheti-
cally pleasing and spiritually
enriching environment for
devotees.

The Divisional Commission-
erinstructed Srinagar Municipal
Corporation to deploy adequate
mobile toilet facilities at the shrine
and directed the executing agen-
ciestoexpedite all ongoing works
at Tulmulla well before the com-
mencement of the mela.

Highlighting the expected
influx of devotees from Jammu,
Delhi and other parts of the
country, he stressed the need
for close coordinationamongall
departmentsto facilitate smooth
movement of buses and ensure
timely arrival of pilgrims at their
destinations.

He further directed all con-
cerned agencies to maintain the
highest standards of cleanliness,
sanitationand public convenience
at Tulmulla and other shrine
locations that witness the par-
ticipation of thousands of Kash-
miri Pandit devotees during the
festival.

Reliefand Rehabilitation Com-
missioner (Migrants), Dr. Arvind
Karwani, along with members
of various temple committees,
joined the meeting virtually from
Jammu.

Theyreviewed the prepara-
tions being made for the an-
nual festival, expressed their
readiness to facilitate the pil-
grimage, and shared valuable
feedback and suggestions aimed
at ensuring comprehensive ar-
rangements and a seamless ex-
perience for devotees visiting
the shrines.

Deputy Commissioner Gan-
derbal wasinstructed to ensure
effective coordination among
all stakeholders and oversee
the provision of requisite fa-
cilities at the temple complex
and designated accommodation
sites.

Senior Superintendent of
Police, Ganderbal, was directed
to put in place comprehensive
and foolproofsecurity arrange-
ments toensure a safe, peaceful
and hassle-free pilgrimage for
all devotees.

The Divisional Commission-
erreiterated the administration’s
commitment to facilitating the
smooth conduct of the annual
festival and called upon all de-
partments to work in close co-
ordination to ensure that devo-
teesare provided withall neces-
sary amenities and a comfortable
pilgrimage experience.

DC Kulgam presides over Awareness
Programme on Khet Bachao Abhiyan
at Block Pahloo

B HT NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM, JUNE 06: As part of the ongoing Khet
Bachao Abhiyan, afarmers' awareness and outreach
programme was organized today at Block Pahloo
in District Kulgam.The programme witnessed
enthusiastic participation from farmers represent-
ing various villages of the block.Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kulgam, Shahzad Alam, presided over
the event as the Chief Guest. Addressing the gath-
ering, the DCunderscored the importance of pro-
tecting agricultural land and adopting scientific
farming practices to ensure sustainable agricul-
tural development and food security.He emphasized
the need for collective efforts to preserve culti-
vable land, prevent its conversion, and enhance
agricultural productivity for the welfare and pros-
perity of the farming community.

During the programme, officers of the Agri-
culture Department sensitized farmers about the
objectives of the Khet Bachao Abhiyan, including
the protection of agricultural land from degrada-
tion, promotion of sustainable farming practices,
efficient utilization of natural resources, and adop-
tion of modern agricultural technologies. Farmers
were also encouraged to avail themselves of var-
ious government schemes and programmes aimed
at enhancing farm productivity and income.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Agriculture
Officerreiterated the department's commitment
to providing technical guidance and necessary
support to farmers for increasing agricultural
production and ensuring the long-term sustain-
ability of the farming sector.The programme con-
cluded with an interactive session during which
farmers shared their experiences, concerns, and
suggestions regarding agricultural development
in the area.The programme was attended by the
Chief Agriculture Officer Kulgam, District Agri-
culture Officer Kulgam, Sub-Divisional Agriculture
Officer (SDAO) Qaimoh, Agriculture Extension
Officer (AEO) Kilam, field functionaries of the Ag-
riculture Department, and a large number of pro-
gressive farmers from different villages of Block
Pahloo.

Karnah Admin marks World
Environment Day with Awareness,
Plantation Activities

B HT NEWS NETWORK

[

CPCO Amit Sharma visits Baramulla; Interacts with Officers, Enumerators, Supervisors
Urges Field Staff to ensure Accuracy, Transparency, Co

mplete Coverage
; [

B HT NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA, JUNE 06: In a significant step towards
promoting environmental consciousness, the Sub-
Divisional Administration Karnah today commemo-
rated World Environment Day by organising an aware-
ness-cum-plantation programme at Tar Behak in col-
laboration with the Forest Department.

The programme witnessed enthusiastic participa-
tion from students, officials, and members of the local
community, reflecting a collective commitment towards
protecting the environment and preserving natural
resources for future generations.

On the occasion, participants took partin a planta-
tion drive at the Forest Department premises, where
various saplings were planted to encourage afforesta-
tion and enhance green cover in the region.

Addressing the gathering, Sub Divisional Magistrate
Karnah (SDM), Raiyaz Ahmad highlighted the impor-
tance of environmental preservation and stressed the
need for adopting sustainable practices in daily life. He
urged people, especially the younger generation, to
become active stakeholders in safeguarding the eco-
logical balance.

Officials of the Forest Department spoke about the
growing importance of forest conservation, climate
awareness, and biodiversity protection, while encour-
aging greater public involvement in environmental
initiatives.

A pledge on environmental responsibility was also
administered, wherein participants resolved to con-
tribute towards pollution control, conservation of wa-
ter and forests, and promotion of a clean and green
environment.

BARAMULLA,JUNE 06: Chief
Principal Census Officer (CPCO)/
Director Census Operations,
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh,
Amit Sharma, along with Prin-
cipal Census Officer (Deputy
Commissioner) Baramulla SF
Hamid, today chaired a review
meetingat Dak Bungalow Baram-
ulla to assess the preparedness
and progress of the ongoing House
Listing Operations (HLO) being
conducted from June 1 to June
30, 2026, as part of the Census
2027 exercise.

At the outset, Officers
briefed the Chair on the dis-
trict's preparedness for Cen-
sus 2027 and the arrangements
put in place for the smooth
conduct of the ongoing House
Listing Operations. The meet-
ing was informed about the
training programmes con-
ducted for enumerators and
supervisors and the overall
readiness of the district ad-
ministration for the Census
exercise.

Principal Census Officer, in-
formed the meeting that all
necessary administrative and
logistical arrangements have

been made to ensure the smooth
conduct of Census-related ac-
tivities across the district. He
emphasized the importance of
coordinated efforts among all
stakeholders and reiterated the
district administration's com-
mitment towards ensuring com-
prehensive coverage and qual-
ity data collection during the
enumeration process.

During the meeting, detailed
discussions were held on ensur-
ing complete coverage of all
households, including remote
and difficult areas, and on
strengthening field-level cen-
sus operations across the dis-
trict.

Addressing the officers, Amit
Sharma appreciated the dedi-
cated efforts of the field staff
and encouraged enumerators
and supervisors to discharge
theirresponsibilities with utmost
commitment and professional-
ism.He stressed the importance
of effective coordination among
census functionaries, timely and
accurate data collection, and
strictadherence to census guide-
lines to ensure the success of
the enumeration process.

Amit Sharma directed all
concerned officers to extend full

support to census personnel and
take necessary measures for the
smooth conduct of House Listing
and Housing Census activities
throughout the district.

The CPCO further informed
thatforany query or clarification
related to Census 2027, citizens
can contact the dedicated toll-
free helpline number 1855. He
appealed to the publictoremain
vigilant against fraudulent calls,
messages, or individuals falsely
claiming association with the
Census exercise and cautioned

™

people against sharing person-
al, financial, banking, or OTP-
related information with anyone
in the name of Census.

He clarified that the Census
process is simple and transpar-
ent,and citizensare only required
toanswer the prescribed Census
questions during the enumera-
tion process. He urged residents
to cooperate with authorized
Census personnel and provide
accurate information to ensure
the success of this important
national exercise.

The meeting also reviewed
field-level preparedness and
discussed various operational
aspects related to the Census
exercise. Amit Sharma reiter-
ated that the Censusis a crucial
national exercise that serves as
the foundation for evidence-
based planning and development
planning across the country.

Joint Chief Principal Census
Officer, Arun Kumar, also briefed
the participants on the monitor-
ingframework for field operations
and emphasized theimportance
ofreal-time tracking and super-
vision of data collection activi-
ties.

Later, CPCO Amit Sharmaalso
interacted with enumerators and
supervisorsand held aquestion-
and-answer session regarding
various aspects of the Census
exercise. He addressed their
queries and emphasized the
importance of maintaining ac-
curacy, transparency and profes-
sionalism during field operations.

Among others, District Cen-
sus Officer Baramulla (ADC),
Assistant Chief Principal Census
Officer, Nodal Officer Census
Baramulla (CPO)and other con-
cerned officers and officials
participated in the meeting.

CPCO briefs Media on Census 2027 during Baramulla Visit
Focus on Public Participation, Awareness, Accurate data collection

65 Persons with Disabilities in Baramulla receive Free Assistive
Devices Worth X7.78 Lakh under J&K Bank CSR initiative

m  HT NEWS NETWORK Baramulla, Tanveer Kaur, and officials

B HT NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA, JUNE 06: Chief
Principal Census Officer (CPCO),
AmitSharmawhoisalso Director
Census Operations, Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh, today ad-
dressed a press conference at Dak
Bungalow Baramulla regarding
the Census of India 2027.

During the press conference,
the CPCO highlighted the sig-
nificance of the Census as the
largest administrative and statis-
tical exercise in the country and
emphasized its vital role in plan-
ning, governance and socio-eco-
nomic development.

He briefed mediarepresenta-
tives about the objectives, meth-
odology and key features of Cen-
sus 2027.

He informed that the Census
will be conducted in a system-
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aticand scientific manner through
designated enumerators and su-
pervisors. He explained various
aspects of the enumeration pro-
cess, including household listing,
collection of demographic and
socio-economic data, use of dig-
ital technology and measures
being adopted to ensure accu-
racy, transparency and confiden-
tiality of information collected
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during the exercise.

Amit Sharma informed that
for any query or clarification re-
lated to Census 2027 in the district,
citizens can contact the dedi-
cated toll-free helpline number
1855.

The CPCO appealed to the pub-
lic to extend full cooperation to
census officials and provide ac-
curate information during the

enumeration process. He stated
thatactive public participationis
essential for generating reliable
data that forms the foundation
for informed policymaking and
development planning.
Emphasizing the role of the
media, he urged media persons
to create widespread awareness
about Census 2027 through their
respective platforms and ensure
dissemination of authentic infor-
mation among the public to en-
courage maximum participation
inthisimportant national exercise.
The Chief Principal Census Of-
ficer was accompanied by Arun
Kumar, Joint Principal Census Of-
ficer, Vijay Kumar, Assistant Chief
Principal Census Officer. District
Census Officer, Baramulla and
Chief Planning Officer, (Nodal of-
ficer Census Officer), Baramulla
were also present on the occasion.

BARAMULLA, JUNE 06: A distribution
camp for the free distribution of aids and
assistive devices amongidentified Persons
with Disabilities (PwDs) was organized
today at Dak Bungalow Baramulla under
the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
initiative of J&K Bank.

The camp was organized by the Ar-
tificial Limbs Manufacturing Corporation
of India (ALIMCO), Mohali Unit, under
the aegis of the Department of Empow-
erment of Persons with Disabilities
(DEPwD), Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment, Government of India, in
collaboration with the District Admin-
istration Baramulla and the Social Wel-
fare Department.MLA Baramulla, Javid
Hassan Baig and MLA Wagoora-Kreeri,
IrfanHafiz Lone attended the programme
along with Chief Manager J&K Bank,
Basharat Ahmad, District Social Welfare
Officer Baramulla, Sajad Ahmad Bhat,
TSWO Rafiabad Bharat Bhushan, TSWO

from ALIMCO.A total of 65 pre-identified
beneficiaries from Baramulla received
102 aids and assistive devices worth ap-
proximately 7.78 lakh. The beneficia-
ries had been identified and registered
during a special assessment camp con-
ducted by ALIMCO in collaboration with
the Social Welfare Department Baram-
ullain June 2025.The devices distributed
included 8 motorized tricycles, 10 tri-
cycles, 11 wheelchairs, 3 wheelchairs
with commode, 24 hearing aids, 9 walk-
ing sticks, 6 crutches, 2 rollators, 6 Su-
gamya canes, 3 smartphones, 10 knee
braces, 3 LS belts, and 6 calipers.

Speaking on the occasion, the digni-
taries highlighted the importance of such
initiatives in enhancing mobility, acces-
sibility, and independence for persons
with disabilities. They appreciated the
efforts of J&K Bank, ALIMCO, and the
Social Welfare Department in extending
support to PwDs and promoting their
inclusion and empowerment.
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HT EDITORIAL

Dismantling the
Economics of Drug
Trafficking in J&K

The attachment of properties worth nearly Rs. 3.5
crore by Srinagar Police under the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act marks a significant
developmentin Jammu and Kashmir’s ongoing campaign
against drug trafficking. More than a routine enforce-
ment measure, it reflects a strategic approach that seeks
to weaken the financial foundations of the narcotics
trade and reinforce the broader objective of building a
drug-free society.

The drug menace remains one of the most pressing
social challenges facing Jammu and Kashmir. Its impact
extends beyond individual addiction, affecting fam-
ilies, educational institutions, communities and the
overall social fabric. The consequences are particu-
larly severe for young people, whose futures can be
irreparably damaged by substance abuse. Addressing
this challenge, therefore, requires not only determined
policing but also a comprehensive and sustained
societal response.

The latest action by the police is noteworthy because
it strikes at the economic incentives that drive criminal
activity. Drug trafficking is fundamentally a profit-ori-
ented enterprise. As long as illegal earnings can be con-
verted into assets and wealth, criminal networks retain
the ability to survive, expand and recruit. By identifying
and attaching properties allegedly acquired through
proceeds of the drug trade, law enforcement agencies are
sending a clear message that illicit gains will not be per-
mitted to translate into economic power or social influence.

This approach aligns with the broader objectives of the
“Nasha Mukt Jammu and Kashmir Abhiyan,” which has
gathered considerable momentum under the leadership
of the Lieutenant Governor’s administration and with the
supportofthe elected government. The campaign reflects
a recognition that the fight against narcotics must be
pursued through a combination of strict enforcement,
public awareness, preventive interventions and rehabili-
tation initiatives.

Encouragingly, the anti-drug drive in Jammu and Kash-
mir has increasingly adopted a multi-dimensional char-
acter. Alongside seizures and arrests, authorities have
intensified efforts to track financial transactions, attach
illegally acquired assets, conduct awareness programmes
and strengthen rehabilitation mechanisms. Such measures
indicate an understanding that long-term success requires
addressing both the supply and demand sides of the
problem.

Yet no campaign, however determined, can succeed
without public participation. Families, educational insti-
tutions, community leaders and civil society organisations
all have a crucial role to play inidentifying risks, support-
ing prevention efforts and encouraging those struggling
with addiction to seek help. Public cooperation with law
enforcement agencies can significantly enhance the
effectiveness of ongoing initiatives and help create an
environment that is less vulnerable to the influence of
drug networks.

At the same time, a balanced approach remains essen-
tial. While traffickers and those who profit from the
narcotics trade must face the full force of the law, indi-
viduals affected by addiction require treatment, counsel-
ling and opportunities for recovery. Sustainable progress
lies in combining accountability with rehabilitation and
enforcement with social support.

The attachment of these properties in Srinagar should
therefore be viewed as part of a larger and more conse-
quential effort. It underscores the principle that combat-
ing drug trafficking requires more than intercepting
contraband; it demands the systematic disruption of the
financial structures that sustain the trade. By targeting
illicit assets, the authorities are attacking the problem at
its source.

The path towards a drug-free Jammu and Kashmir will
undoubtedly be challenging. However, initiatives that
focus on dismantling the economic underpinnings of
narcotics trafficking represent an important step in that
direction. If pursued consistently and supported by soci-
ety at large, such measures can contribute significantly
to safeguarding the future of the region’s youth and
strengthening the foundations of a healthier and more
secure society.

Plantation and Its Miracles

m  SAHIL MANZOOR BHATTI

World Environment Day is celebrat-
ed withenthusiasmand fervouracross
the globe every year on 5th June.
Various stakeholders and education-
al institutions organize rallies and
awareness programimes to encourage
people not to pollute natural resourc-
es. Citizens are urged to keep their
surroundings cleanandto actrespon-
sibly towards the environment.

m PlantingTrees Can Beautify

the Heart of Srinagar

Development is essential for every
country. Today, only a few countries
in the world are economically strong
and capable of generating alarge num-
ber of employment opportunities
through beneficial schemes. These
countries have well-developed sectors
that provide rewarding careers for
their educated and skilled youth. It is
expected that many more nations will
join the ranks of developed countries
in the future.

Inthe modernera, we have effective
communication tools that facilitate
the exchange of business ideas from
one corner of the world to another.
Most trade-related activities are now
conducted through virtual platforms
such as email, WhatsApp, and video
conferencing. For the progress of any
country, development is crucial and
playsasignificant role in strengthen-
ing the economy. The development of
roads, transport systems, trade and
commerce, and the proper manage-
ment of cities, while keeping environ-
mental concernsinmind, areall essen-
tialaspectsofsustainabledevelopment.

The government has established

various departments to address envi-
ronmentalissuesandissue guidelines
from time to time to safeguard the
environment. Development does not
merely mean the construction of tun-
nels, large buildings, railway tracks,
wide roads, or dams. It must go hand
in hand with environmental protec-
tion. The development of any country
requires proper planning, effective
management,and coordinationamong
different agencies while keeping envi-
ronmental concerns at the forefront.

In this article, I would like to high-
light the importance of planting trees
in cities and major business hubs
where thereis heavytrafficmovement.
Day by day, our needs are increasing,
and the rising volume of traffic con-
tributes significantly to environmen-
tal pollution. Factories and industries
also release pollutants into the air,
water, and soil. Such activities cannot
be stopped overnight; therefore, the
most practical solutionis to minimize

environmental damage throughactive
participation in conservation efforts
and sustainable practices.

The environment plays a vital role
in our lives. It includes plants, water
bodies, animals, birds, air, soil, and
other natural elements. While devel-
opment in the form of roads, bridges,
buildings, railway tracks, airports,
factories, industries,and hydroelectric
projects is necessary, it can also neg-
atively affect the environment if not
managed responsibly.

One major cause of environmental
degradation is the cutting down of
trees during road widening and rail-
way construction projects. This leads
to soil erosion—the removal of the
fertile top layer of soil. Soil erosion
reduces soil fertility and increases the
risk of flash floods, landslides, and
other environmental hazards.

m How to Maintain
Temperature in Cities

Cities are important economic and
commercial hubs that contribute sig-
nificantly to the development of a
country, state, union territory, or dis-
trict. However, temperaturesin cities
often rise due to emissions from
vehicles and industries. Greenhouse
gases released into the atmosphere
contribute to global warming and
increase temperatures, especially in
areas with heavy traffic movement.

Effective city managementisthere-
fore essential. While planning urban
development, authorities must pri-
oritize environmental protection,
water conservation, improved air
quality,and efficient drainage systems.
These factors should be carefully con-
sidered duringroad widening, sewage
installation, and waste management
projects.

Planting more trees can signifi-
cantly help lower urban temperatures,
improve air quality, and enhance the
beauty of cities. Trees act as natural
airpurifiers and provide shade, reduc-
ing the urban heat island effect. In
addition, eco-friendly transportation
options should be promoted. The use
of e-rickshaws, electric vehicles, and
public transport can further reduce
pollution and support sustainable
urban development.

m  Conclusion

Planting trees is one of the most
effective and sustainable ways to beau-
tify the heartof Srinagar while protect-
ing the environment. Trees improve
air quality, reduce temperatures, pre-
vent soil erosion, and create healthier
living spaces for future generations.
Itisasharedresponsibility of both the
government and citizens to ensure
that development is balanced with
environmental conservation. Only
through collective efforts can we
achieve sustainable growth and leave
behind a greener, cleaner, and more
prosperous world.

Email: sahilmanzoor411990@
gmail.com
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The Farewell That Moved a Nation

m  MS NAZKI

The best and most beautiful things in the world
cannot be seen or even touched. They must be felt

Theemotionthatcanbreakyourheartis sometimes
the very one that heals it.........Commandant Archit
Goswami!

Pity those who don't feel anything atall............!

Don'tbe ashamed toweep; 'tisright to grieve. Tears
are only water, and flowers, trees, and fruit cannot
grow without water. But there must be sunlight also.
Awounded heart will heal in time, and when it does,
the memory and love of our lost ones is sealed inside
to comfortus.........

The world is a tragedy to those who feel, but a
comedy to those who think................!

Iwill start this one with two stories:

A silent understanding and unshakeable belief
define the deepest teacher-student bonds.

Often, a single moment of empathy completely
rewrites a student's trajectory, proving that the most
profound lessons extend far beyond traditional aca-
demics.

The Hidden Burden: Elena was a dedicated high
schoolliterature teacher,always energeticand focused
on her curriculum. However, her perspective com-
pletely changed the day she noticed Leo.

Leo was one of her brightest students, but over the
course of a few months, he had become withdrawn,
frequently missed assignments, and often fell asleep
at his desk.

Frustrated by his sudden academic drop, Elena
handedbackhis midtermwithared (42%)andashort,
clipped note: "I expected much better from you.

"She expected Leo to come to her for extra credit
oranapology. Instead, he simply looked at the paper,
his eyes welling up with tears, and hurriedly packed
his bag before rushing out of the classroom.

Breaking Through the Wall Later that afternoon,
Elenawent to the school library and found Leossitting
aloneintheback, staring blankly at his notebook.She
pulled up a chair and asked softly, "Leo, what’s going
on? This isn't like you.

"Atfirst, Leoremained quiet, keeping his eyeslocked
on the table. But gradually, the wall broke down. He
confessed that his parents were going through a
highly contested divorce, and he was working late
shifts at a local grocery store to help his mother pay
the bills.

Hewassleepingmaybe three hoursanight, terrified
that his family was falling apart, and too proud to ask
for help.

Elenadidn't try to fix his life or change the circum-
stances ofhishome. Instead, she justlistened. She put
a hand on his shoulder and simply said, "You don't
have to carry this completely on your own.

Let's adjust your deadlines, and you will always
have a safe space here.

"ALastingLegacy: Thatsingle conversation changed
everything. With Elena’s quiet support and accom-
modations, Leo managed to catch up on his work
while navigating his family's crisis.

He graduated at the top of his class and went on to
study education at a local university.

Years later, Elena was grading papers in her class-
room when a familiar face appeared at the door. Leo
wasnow ateacher himself, returning to sharethathe
had just accepted his first full-time English teaching
position.

He handed Elena a small, wrapped gift. Inside was
the very same (42%) midterm, carefully framed."You
didn't just teach me literature that year, Mrs. Vance,"
Leo smiled. "You taught me how to actually see the
people sitting in front of me."

The second one: Set against the lush, rain-soaked
backdrop of aremote village in Assam, thisis a heart-
warming story of resilience, mentorship, and a bond
that bridges cultural divides.

Itisataleabouthowonededicated educatorchanged
the trajectory of a young girl's life by introducing her
to the wider world.

Inasmall, flood-pronedistrict near Majuli, resourc-
es were scarce. For young Meena, getting to school
meant a tedious walk and a rickety boat ride across
the Brahmaputra River.

By the time she reached the eighth grade, the
burdenofhousehold chores and the looming pressure
of an early marriage nearly forced her to drop out.

She satin the back of the classroom—silent, unmo-
tivated, and convinced that her life was destined to
be confined to the weaving loom. Enter Mr. Sharma,
apassionate science teacher frommainland Indiawho
had recently relocated to the Northeast.

He noticed Meena's sparkling, albeit weary, eyes.
Sensing her hidden potential, he didn't just teach her
the curriculum; he taught her to dream.

Mr.Sharmabegan stayingbackafter school toteach
her the basics of computer literacy using his own
laptop. He used the local flora and fauna of the Brah-
maputravalley tomake science and ecology fascinat-
ing, showing Meena that her own backyard held
marvels worthy of global study.

WhenMeena'’s parents eventuallyannounced their
decision to pull her out of school for marriage, Mr.
Sharma did the unthinkable.

He walked for two hours through the mud and
slushtomeether parentsintheirstilthouse. Hedidn't
justplead with them; he presented aclear,actionable

vision for her future, offering to sponsor her higher
secondary education and personally help her apply
for state scholarships.

He spoke of the world-class education available at
Cotton University in Guwahati, showing the family
how her unique perspective could shape their com-
munity.

His unwavering beliefin her shattered the genera-
tional barriers of the village.

Meena’s parents, moved by the teacher's genuine
respect and commitment to their daughter's future,
relented.

Today, Meena is the first girl from her village to
pursue a master’s degree in Environmental Science.
Thebondshe shareswith Mr.Sharmaremainsunbreak-
able; he isn't just her former teacher, but a lifelong
mentor and family figure. It is a beautiful testament
to the profound, life-altering impact a teacher from
any background can have when they see a student
notastheyare, butaswhotheycanbecome.Foralook
at the real-life bonds and emotional moments often
shared betweenteachersand studentsacross schools
in the Northeast, such as this viral farewell from
Assam! He Served Like a Guardian”: Emotional Fare-
well as Special School Students Bid Adieu to Assam
Rifles Commandant Col Archit Goswami (SM)!

A Shalom Mizoram is a major social service orga-
nization and NGO based in Zarkawt, Aizawl, highly
regarded for its grassroots work in addiction reha-
bilitation, HIV/AIDS intervention, and community
welfare. Mizoram itself is famous for its lush, rolling
blue hills, rich biodiversity,and deep-rooted cultural
traditions.

Social Outreach: Shalom Mizoram plays a pivotal
role in the state's social fabric by running drug reha-
bilitation programs and providing care and support
for vulnerable groups affected by substance abuse
and HIV.

Scenic Landscapes: Mizoram is renowned for its
breathtaking mountainous geography, scenic lakes
like Tam Dil, and cascading waterfalls.

Cultural Heritage: The state is famous for its exqui-
site hand-woven textiles and vibrant traditional
festivals like Chapchar Kut. Community Spirit: It is
known forits strong community-driven society, high
literacy rate, and peaceful atmosphere.

The moment we cry in a film is not when things
are sad but when they turn out to be more beautiful

In early May 2026, a video quietly broke the
internet not because of explosions or action sequenc-
es, but because of something far more powerful:
tears. Special needs students at Serchhip's Shalom
Special School (Vohbik School) in Mizoram, many
of whom struggle to articulate words, were seen
weeping uncontrollably, clinging toa manin uniform
as he prepared to leave. Teachers wept. Parents
wept. The man in fatigues — visibly moved —
embraced each of them.
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The capital city was at its busiest,
doing what great cities do at noon. The
sun shone brightly overhead, spread-
ing both warmth and glare across the
crowded streets. Pedestrians hurried
along the pavements while vehicles
pushed through the traffic with rest-
less urgency. Horns blared, buses
exhaled tired clouds of smoke, and
people crossed roads with practiced
impatience. Nearby stood one of the
nation's most renowned medical insti-
tutions, drawing an endless stream of
visitors from every corner of the coun-
try.

Amid that constant movement stood
asmall tent. Itattracted little attention.
To most passersby, it was just another
temporary shelter occupied by the poor,
the displaced, or those waiting fora turn
of fate to smile upon them.

Butinside that tent sata middle-aged
woman.

She wasnot selling anything. She was
not asking for help. In her hands was a
slightly crumpled sheet of paper covered
with numbers from one to one hundred.
Holding a pencil carefully between her
fingers, she traced each number with

remarkable concentration.
One.
Two.
Three.

She paused often, looking at the paper,
then at her hand, and then back at the

Numbers

few moments.

paper again. The world around her
moved at great speed, but she moved at
her own quiet pace.

I stood at a distance, observing.

Idid not know her language.1did not
know her name. I knew nothing of her
story.

Yetsome things require notranslation.

The seriousness in her eyes, the
patience in her movements, and the
determination with which she cor-
rected every mistake spoke clearly
enough. She seemed completely
absorbed in her task, as though each
number carried asignificance far great-
er than its shape.

Perhaps life had never given her the
opportunity to attend school. Perhaps
circumstances had demanded labour

- A0 ..'.L '

before they allowed learning. Poverty,
responsibility, illness, or hardship may
haveinterrupted achildhood that should
have been spent in classrooms.

1 did not know.

What caught my attention was not
her past but her resolve.

There, in a noisy corner of a crowded
city, she was doing something deeply
personal: she was beginning.

Each number she traced was not
merely a number. It was a small victory
over fear. A quiet challenge to the belief
that it was too late. A gentle rebellion
against the idea that learning belongs
only to the young,.

People passed by without noticing
her. Some walked so close to the tent
that its ropes nearly brushed against

their clothes. Yet no one seemed inter-
ested in the woman sitting inside.

The city had no time for pauses.

But learning, I realized, is made of
pauses.

It grows through slow breaths, uncer-
tain hands, repeated mistakes, and the
courage to begin again.

As she continued tracing the numbers,
her pencil marks became steadier. Her
hand appeared more confident. The
hesitation that marked her early
attempts gradually gave way to familiar-
ity. The numbers no longer seemed like
strangers.

When she finally reached one hun-
dred, shedid not smile, celebrate, or seek
anyone's approval.

She simply looked at the page for a

again from one.

moving in that simple act.

ing urge to salute her.
numbers.

age to start.

not know mine.

story.

in the middle of chaos.
late.

estosurrender to age, circumstance, or
fear.

enwho, despite life's countless obstacles,
continue writing their way into possibil-
ity—one number, one word, and one
step at a time.

real-life moment witnessed in the

woman learning to write numbers
later in life, it explores the dignity
of learning, the courage to begin

story is a tribute to all those who

Then she turned it over and began
There was something profoundly
No audience.

No applause.

No certificate waiting at the end.
Only the quiet dignity of effort.
Atthatmoment, I felt an overwhelm-
Not because she had mastered the
But because she had found the cour-
I did not know her words, and she did
So I chose to salute her through this
Isalute the woman who chosetolearn

I salute the courage it takes to begin

Isalute the determination that refus-

And above all,  salute all those wom-

This story is inspired by a

midst of a bustling city. Through
the quiet determination of a

anew, and the belief that
education has no age limit. The

refuse to surrender their dreams
despite life's delays and
hardships.

Email: yousufmir555@gmail.
com

m MOOLRAJ

Education is not only about securing
marks or passing examinations; itis about
building careers, developing skills, and
preparing students for the future. How-
ever, one of the most neglected and mis-
understood aspects of higher secondary
education today is the importance of the
5thsubject. Unfortunately, many students
consider it merely an optional or easy
subjectinstead of recognizing it as a pow-
erful career-oriented opportunity.

Being a Lecturer in the discipline of
Environmental Sciences,  often get puzzled
whenlsee students struggling with confu-
sion while choosing their specialization,
even after scoring good marks in Class 10
and having great academic potential. The
problembecomes more serious during the
admission process at the higher secondary
level, where students often make decisions
without proper counselling, awareness, or
long-term planning.

Being a subject-specialized Lecturer of
Environmental Science, I have observed
that most students from a science back-
ground are unaware of how valuable sub-
jects like Biotechnology, Biochemistry,
Microbiology, Environmental Science,and
Mathematics can be as a 5th subject for
their future careers. These subjects are not
merely additional papers; they are direct-
ly connected with modern scientific fields,
research opportunities, healthcare indus-
tries, pharmaceuticals, genetics, agricul-
ture, laboratory sciences, and emerging
technologies.

Unfortunately, many students enter the
admission room with only one mindset
- “Which subject is easy?” rather than
“Which subject can help me build my
future?” This approach reflects the lack of
proper academic and career counselling
in our educational institutions.

Formedical students especially, subjects
like Biotechnology and Biochemistry can
strengthen their understanding of biology;,
genetics, molecular science, diagnostics,
and medical research. Similarly, Mathemat-
ics can support analytical thinking and
openadditional opportunitiesin engineer-
ing, statistics, data science, and technolo-
gy-related careers. However, many stu-
dents choose subjects that have little or
no relation to their core stream simply
because theybelieve those subjectsrequire
less effort.

The confusionamongstudentsisincreas-
ing because they rarely explore the syl-
labus or seek guidance from teachers and
experts before selecting subjects. Many
students do noteven know the actual scope,
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benefits, or career relevance of the subjects
they are choosing. Instead of making
informed decisions, they follow trends,
peer pressure, or misconceptions.

Another serious issue is the careless
attitude students develop after choosing
the 5thsubject. Alarge number of students
treat it as an optional subject and fail to
attend classes regularly. They focus only
on the four major subjects and ignore the
importance of the fifth one. Some students
consider that period as free time and do
not realize that the subject carries aca-
demic value as well as future career sig-
nificance.

The situation becomes even more con-
cerning among students preparing for
competitive examinations such as JKAS,

IAS, NEET and JEE. Many students taking
dummy admissions in schools remain
disconnected from the school curriculum.
Some of them do not even know which 5th
subject they have opted for. During board
examinations, students sometimes contact
schooladministrations asking about their
own subject details. This clearly reflects
how seriously the issue of awareness and
counselling needs to be addressed.

The National Education Policy 2020 (NEP
2020) strongly emphasizes multidisci-
plinarylearning, flexibility in subject selec-
tion, and skill-based education. The policy
encourages students to choose subjects
according to their interests, abilities, and
career goals instead of being restricted to
rigid educational patterns. NEP2020 aims

to promote holistic and career-oriented
education where every subject contributes
to the overall development of a student.

Oneoftheimportantvisions of NEP2020
is to integrate vocational education, criti-
cal thinking, scientific temperament, and
interdisciplinarylearninginto mainstream
education. The flexibility introduced in
subjectselection was never meant toreduce
seriousness toward studies. Instead, it was
designed to provide students with broad-
er career exposure and practical knowl-
edge. Therefore, the 5th subject should be
treated as a meaningful academic and
professional choice rather than a burden.

Schools and educational institutions
must play a more active role in guiding
students. Career counselling sessions,
orientation programs, seminars,and inter-
actions with subjectexperts should become
a regular part of the admission process.
Students must be encouraged to under-
stand the scope, syllabus, and career oppor-
tunities associated with different subjects
before making decisions.

Parents also need awareness regarding
this issue. Many parents unknowingly
encourage their children to select subjects
that are considered easy or scoring rather
thansubjectsthatalignwith theirinterests
and future ambitions. Parents must under-
stand that the right subject choice at the
higher secondarylevel canshape astudent’s
academic journey and professional life.

Thereal purpose of introducing the 5th
subject was to provide students with addi-
tional knowledge, specialization, and
career opportunities after Class 12. How-
ever, due to lack of awareness, poor coun-
selling, and careless attitudes, it is gradu-
ally becoming a burden instead of a
benefit.

Itis time for students, parents, teachers,
and policymakers to understand the true
value of the 5th subject. If chosen wisely
and studied sincerely, it can become one
ofthe strongest pillars of a student’s future.
Education should notonly prepare students
for examinations but also help them dis-
cover their interests, develop their poten-
tial, and build meaningful careers.

Why Students Forgotten Fifth Subject

THE AUTHOR IS A REGULAR
COLUMNIST AND FREELANCE WRITER
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What'sthe secrettogood heart health?
Well, the obvious answer for most of us
mightbelow LDLlevels. For the uninitiated,
LDLorlow-density lipoproteinis commonly
referred to as “bad cholesterol” because of
its propensity to make you more prone to
heart disease.

But if you thought that keeping your
LDLlevelslow mightbe the secrettoalong,
healthy life—boy, we’ve got some news for
you. In today’s dose of “damned if you do,
damned if you don’t”, a study has found
thattoolittlelevelsof LDLcanincrease your

chances of having a bleeding stroke.

What's ableeding stroke you ask? Also
known as a haemorraghic stroke, it is
characterizedbybleedinginthebraincaused
eitherbyabloodvesselleakorabrainaneurysm.
No points for guessing that a haemorraghic
stroke has a fairly high mortality rate.

The large-scale study, published in the
journal Neurology, examined over 90,000
participants who had no history of stroke,
heart attack, or cancer at the beginning of
theresearch. Afterexaminingthe participants
for nine years, the researchers came to the

conclusionthat people with LDLlevelslower
than 50 mg/dl had 169% higher chances of
suffering from a haemorraghic stroke than
those with levels between 70 - 99 mg/dl.

Senior author, Xiang Gao—associate
professorofnutritional sciencesand director
ofNutritional EpidemiologyLabatPennsylvania
State University, US—said: “Weobserved that
the risk of hemorrhagic stroke increased in
individualswith LDLcholesterol levels below
70 mg/dl. This observation, if confirmed,
has important implications for treatment
targets.”

“And, ifyoureatahighriskforhemorrhagic
stroke due to family history or risk factors
like highblood pressure and heavy alcohol
drinking, youmay want to be extra careful
about LDL cholesterol levels,” he added.

So what now? Well, while we wait for
more scientificresearch toconfuse useven
further, letus conclude with this: moderation
is key. If you want to live a healthy and
happy life, it is imperative that you neither
indulge too much, nor refrain completely.
Balance, our dear readers, is elementary—
and essential!

| Beware! Short |
children could be at a
higher risk of stroke
in adulthood

NEW DELHI: A study has warned that children with
below-average height could be at an increased risk
of suffering a stroke when they grow up.

Children -irrespective of their gender - who are two
to three inches shorter than average for their age are
atincreasedrisk of clot-related (ischemic) stroke when
they grow up, researchers noted.

A stroke happens when the blood and oxygen flow
to the brain is suddenly obstructed.

In addition, the risk of bleeding stroke - a condition
whereby ruptured blood vessels cause bleedinginside
the brain - is even more common in men.
Whileadultheightis genetically determined, itisalso
influenced by factors such as maternal diet during
pregnancy,childhood diet, infection and psychological
stress.Several of these factors are modifiable and all
are thought to affect the risk of stroke.

Forthe study, published in the journal Stroke: Journal
ofthe American Heart Association, the teamexamined
data on more than 300,000 Danish school children
at seven, 10 and 13 years of age.

“Our study suggests that short height in childrenis a
possible marker of stroke risk and suggests these
children should pay extra attention to changing or
treating modifiable risk factors for stroke throughout
life toreduce the chances of having this disease,” said
seniorstudy author Jennifer LBaker, Associate Professor
at the University of Copenhagen in Denmark.
Theresearchersnoted thatadeclineinstrokeincidence
and mortality rates in most high-income countries,
primarily in women, occurred simultaneously with
a general increase in attained adult height. EMJ

Courtesy Healthline

Surprising Way to
control Blood Pressure

High blood pressure can be
controlled throughanumberofways.
Other than taking medications
prescribed by a heart specialist, the
consumption of cholesterol-lowering
foods and exercising regularly help
keep the levels of LDL (low-density
lipoprotein)orbad cholesterolin check,
thus preventing the blood pressure
fromincreasingand goingoffthecharts.

It’s a fact that the consumption of
fiber- and antioxidant-rich fruitsand
vegetables as well fish loaded with
healthy fattyacids cankeep highblood
pressure at bay.

Engagingincardiovascularexercises
like walking, swimming, bicycling or
playing badminton 20 to 60 minutes
aday, atleast 5 times a week can also
help you maintain an ideal blood
pressure. Butdid youknowthathelping
others is also an effective as well as a
rewarding way to keep your blood
pressure within normal levels?

This is observation was reveled
whenresearchers at Carnegie Mellon
University in Pittsburgh did an
experimentwaybackin2006,spanning
4years.The said experimentinvolved
1,164 participants, all of which are
adults 51 to 90 years of age.

When the experiment began, all
participatingadultshad normal blood
pressure. Later on in 2010, the
researchersfoundoutthatparticipants
who devoted as many as 200 hours a
year to volunteer works had 40% less
likelihood of suffering from high blood
pressure compared tothose whodidn’t
engageinvolunteerworksatall. What's
even more surprising is the kind of
volunteer work conducted didn’tseem
to matter atall. What mattered is the
200hoursayear spentonvolunteering.

One possible reason behind this
surprisingoutcomeislendingahelping
hand can be a very rewarding
experience.Needlesstosay,something

that makes a person happy can have
a favorable impact on the health. On
the other hand, it’s not unlikely for
somebodywhorefrainsfromengaging
in activities that help foster human
relationships to suffer from illnesses
that involve spiritual, mental and
emotional aspects. Ultimately, these
illnessescan have ameasurableimpact
on the health.

Availablevolunteer works that may
help you maintain normal blood
pressure come aplenty. They range
anywhere from feeding the homeless
to participating in an athletic meet
fora cause. You even don’'t need to be
a part of an organization just to do
volunteer works asyoumay also take
certain steps that allow you to serve
the community and its residents on
yourown.Somegoodexamplesinclude
teaching a child to read or offering to
driveanelderly whowantstodosome

grocery shopping.  Courtesy EMJ

Microvascular disease may be linked to

higher risk of leg amputation, says new study

Microvascular disease or the
disorder of very small blood vessels
mayincreasetheriskoflegamputation,
suggested a new study.

In microvascular disease, tiny

arterial disease (PAD). It noted almost
23-foldincreased risk ofamputation
in people with microvasculardisease
compared to those without any
vasculardisease, whereas those with

considered asign thatapatientlikely
also has narrowed arteries leading
to the heart or brain. If a patient has
PAD, they have a higher risk of other
cardiovasculardiseases,suchasheart

vessels that carry blood to muscles
andothertissues throughoutthe body
stop functioning properly. While the
disease is commonly diagnosed in
the eyes (retinopathy) or the kidney
(nephropathy), study authorsbelieve
they indicate microvascular
dysfunction throughout the body.
The new research noted that on
anaverage of nine years, participants
with microvascular disease had a
3.7-fold increased risk of lower limb
amputation and experienced 18 per
centofallamputations, regardless of
the location of disorder in the body.
Published in the American Heart
Association’s journal Circulation, the
research studied patients with both
microvasculardisease and peripheral

PAD had a 13.9-fold increased risk of
lower limb amputation and suffered
22 per cent of all amputations.

PAD causes narrowing of the
arteries and is typically found in the
legs.Itcauses cramping, painor fatigue
in the leg muscles while walking or
climbing stairs. Ifleft untreated, PAD
can also lead to gangrene.

“Thisstudy advances theideathat
microvascular disease is a system-
widedisorderratherthanonlyaffecting
one part of the body,” said Joshua A
Beckman, MD, lead author ofthe study
and professor of medicineanddirector
of Vascular Medicine at Vanderbilt
UniversityMedical CenterinNashville,
Tennessee.

“PAD (in the legs) has long been

attacks and strokes,” Beckman said.
“Ourstudy suggeststhatmicrovascular
disease in any part of the body, such
astheeyes,kidneysorfeet(neuropathy)
may be linked to decreased blood
vessel function in other parts of the
body, putting patients at risk for
potential lower-limb amputations.”
Based on the findings, Beckman
suggested that patients with
microvascular disease require close
observation and care of their feet to
detectsoresorinjuriesearly topromote
healing and reduce amputations.
“Patients with both microvascular
disease and PAD have the highestrisk
of lower-limb amputation and need
maximal medical therapies toreduce

their risk,” Beckman said.
Courtesy EMJ

GHTLIFTING BETTER AT REDUCING HEART FAT THAN AEROBIC EXERCISE

WE

Inthe small study, researchers determined
that a certain type of heart fat, pericardial
adipose tissue, was reduced in patients who
did weight lifting, but notin those who worked
on increasing their endurance with aerobic
exercise, according to a report published in
JAMA Cardiology.Both formsofexerciseresulted
in the reduction of a second type of heart fat,
epicardial adipose tissue, which hasalsobeen
linked with heart disease.

“We were surprised by this finding,” said
the study’s lead author, Dr. Regitse Hojgaard
Christensen, a researcher at the Center of
Inflammation and Metabolismand the Center
for Physical Activity Researchatthe Copenhagen

®© 00 ©

University Hospital.

While the study doesn’texplain why weight
training would have a different effect from
endurance training, “we know from other
studies that resistance training is a stronger
stimulusforincreased musclemassandincreased
basal metabolism compared to endurance
training and we therefore speculate that
participants doing resistance training burn
more calories during the day - alsoininactive
periods-compared tothoseengagedinendurance
training,” Christensen said in an email.

To explore the impact of different types of
exercise on heart fat, Christensen and her
colleaguesrecruited 32 adults who were obese

andsedentarybutdid notyethave heartdisease,
diabetes, or atrial fibrillation.

The participants were randomly assigned
toathree-month program of aerobicexercise,
weight training or no change in activity (the
control group). Each person had an MRI scan
ofthe heart done at the beginning of the study
and at the end.

Both types of exercise training reduced
epicardial adipose tissue mass compared to
no exercise: endurance training, by 32% and
weight training, by 24%. However, only weight
training had animpact on pericardial adipose
tissue, which was reduced by 31% compared
to no exercise.

|-

“The resistance exercise training in this
study was designed as a 45-minute interval

(™

.

type,mediumload, high-repetition, time-based
training,” Christensen said.

Courtesy Healthline
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‘Swachh Bharat 3R concept”.
Eco-friendly garden comes up
at Srinagar’s Lal Chowk

m  HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

SRINAGAR, JUN 06: In an innovative step towards sus-
tainable urbanbeautification, the Floriculture Department,
Kashmir, has developed an eco-friendly themed garden in
the heart of Lal Chowk Srinagar’s Polo Ground Park, by
creatively reusing discarded material under the Swachh
Bharat Mission’s 3R concept of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle.

The initiative, led by Director Floriculture Kashmir
Masooma Banoo, aims to promote environmental aware-
ness while simultaneously creating a new attraction for
tourists and local visitors in one of the busiest public spac-
es of the city.

Speaking to the news agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), the Director said the project was conceptualised to
give a new life to old unused material lying in departmen-
tal gardens while enhancing the aesthetic appeal of the
area. “This garden has multiple purposes. Apart from
providing a recreational space for people, it also sends a
strong message about the reuse of waste material and
environmental responsibility,” she said.

Banoosaidvariousdiscardeditems collected fromdepart-
ment gardens were transformed into decorative planters
and artistic installations through innovative designs.

“All the material used here was lying unused in our
gardens. We converted the scrap into planters and decora-
tive structures and installed them here to create an added
attraction,” she said.

She said the department plans to plant colourful flowers
and ornamental plants in these recycled structures to
further beautify the garden and make it visually appealing
for visitors. The Director said Lal Chowk witnesses heavy
footfall throughout the day, making it an ideal location for
such a public awareness initiative.

“There is always a huge rush in this area. Children visit
the playstations while adults come here for walks and
relaxation. We wanted people to experience something
creative and meaningful at the same time,” she added.

She further said the garden has also been designed to
encourage people to rethink the way they treat household
waste,

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly written on my Driving Licence No.
JK-1820160011154 as Shakir Hussain Ganie with Date of Birth
*15/03/1998. Whereas my actual and correct name is. Shakir
Hussain Ganie as per my Aadhaar Card and my correct Date of
Birthis 15/03/1990 as per my Date of Birth Certificate and Aadhaar
Card. Now I want to correct the above particulars in my Driving
Licence records.

Ifanybody has any objection, he/she may contact the concerned
authority within a period of 7 days from the date of publication of
this notice. After that, no objection shall be entertained.

Name: SHAKIR HUSSAIN GANIE
S/0: MOHD ABDULLAH GANIE
R/O: BADDARMUNA

Distt: ANANTNAG

Licence No. *JK-1820160011154

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of MEEMA BEGUM D/O ZAHOOR AHMAD
BHAT R/O ATHOORA RESHIPORA  for the issuance of LEGAL

HEIR certificate.
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that ZAHOOR AHMAD
BHAT S /O MOHD MAQBOOL BHAT  has passed away on
14/05/20,26 .The report of the patwari further depicts that the
deceased has left behind following dependent as tabulated below

1... MEEMA BEGUM wife 41 years widow

2... WASIF ZAHOOR son 17 vyears student unmarried

3...LUKMAN ZAHOOR Son 13 years student unmarried

4....SALMAN ZAHOOR Son 09 years student unmarried
5...MOHD MAQBOOL MIR Father 70 years Farmer married
6...SITARA BEGUM Mother 63 years H/W married

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Legal heir certificate
in favour of Self

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertainingto Birth
of MOHD YOUSUF MALIK S/O ABDUL KRIM MALIK R/O DAULATPORA
& ALI MOHAMMAD MALIK S/O MOHD YOUSUF MALIK R/O.
DAULATPORA Tehsil KREERI  Distt. Baramulla having verified
the date of Birth as 03/01/1964 & 10/05/1994 event has
been shown to be occured at home forissuance of delay order
.In this connection .

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tenders are invited on %age basis from
approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central
Governments for each of the following works:-

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) DIVISION SHOPIAN
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (for Road work/bridges/Buildings)
TWO COVER SYSTEM (above Rs. 2.50 Crores)
NIT No:-13/1511-20/RnB/SPN/e-tendering/2026-27

Fresh To NIT 97 of

Dated:- 05-06-2026

2025-26

Public Notice

It is for information of general public that i am nissar hussain
dar s/o alimohd dar R/o  Arampora . I have lost my 10th class
discharge certificate now i apply for duplicate discharge certificate
The public notice is issued with the intrest that if anybody has any
objection same may be brought to and govt high school singpora
pattan within period of 7 days of issuance of this notice after
which no objection will be accepted.

Cost of Earnest Time & Date
S. Adv. Cost Tende Money Time of | of Opening of Class of
No Name of Work (Rs. In Lacs) rDoc. (InRs) Complet tender Contractor
’ (In ion (Technical
Rs.) Bid)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
AAY Class Only
Restoration,Renovation & | 390.481 (Base having MoU
Devel f  Kapal =330.91 18 withan
Ll opment of - Kapal | Cost=330.916 | oo, | ;g0 965/ 19-06.2026 |  Hlectrical &
- | Mochan Temple at Nagbal | +GST=59.565) Months Mechanical
Deegam Shopian. Lakhs(INR) Contractor/Agenc
y / Firm

Major Head of Account=Archaeology

Position of AAA= DAA&M-602 Of 2025 Dated:-05-12-2025
Position of TS = CE(R&B)SK/TS/353 of 2025-26 Dated:-14-03-2026.

Position of Funds = Committed .
Project Authority =Archives, Archaeology and Museums, J&K.

1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications,
Drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be
seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per below schedule:

Public Notice

This is for the information general public that MAQSOOD
AHMAD LONE S/o: ABDUL GAFFAR LONE R/o: KACHWA MUQAM
Tehsil WAGOORA district BARAMULL expired on 1st of March
2026. Now the family of deceased including SHAHID MAQSOOD
LONE ( son), MUHAMMAD ASIF LONE (son), DILSHADA AKHTAR
(daughter) , BISMA MAQSOOD (daughter), REHANA MAQSOOD
(daughter) & SHAMEEMA BEGUM ( wife ), want to apply for issuanc
of dependent certificate of the deceased. Anyone having any
objection in this regard may contact ACR Office baramulla within
7 days from the publication of this notice. After the lapse of 7 days
period no objection will be accepted.

SHAMEEMA BEGUM

W/O: LATE MAQSOOD AHMAD LONE,
R/o :KACHWA MUQAM,

Tehsil: WAGOORA BARAMULLA

Public Notice

Itis to inform the general public that in my SERVICE RECORD,
my father’s name has been mentioned as Mohd Akbar. While as
my father’s correct and true name is Mohd Akber. I am applying
for its correction. If any person has any objection in this regard,
he/she may file his/her objection before the Principal of the
Government. Degree College Handwara within seven (7) days
from the date of publication of this notice. After that, no objection
shall be entertained.

Gh Nabi Najar, S/O Mohd Akber
R/0: Kreeri Baramulla

1. | Date of Issue of Tender Notice 05-06-2026
2. | Period of downloading of bidding documents £r13[m 06-06-2026,10:00 AMto 18-06-2026, 2:00
08-06-2026 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the

3. | Date, Time and place of pre-bid meeting Superintending Engineer PWD (R&B) Circle
Pulwama/Shopian H.Q Pulwama.

4. | Bid submission Start Date 06-06-2026 From 10.00 A.M

5. | Bid Submission End Date 18-06-2026 up to 2:00 P.M
19-06-2026 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the

6. | Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online) Superintending Engineer PWD (R&B) Circle
Pulwama/Shopian H.Q Shopian

7. | Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online) To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt (Under MH-

0059 PWD) in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Shopian [Tender Inviting Authority]_(Name of

Work to be mentioned on the Treasury Challan / Receipt) (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the
date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMD (2% of advertised Cost) in the shape of

CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Superintending Engineer PWD (R&B) Circle Pulwama/Shopian H.Q Pulwama

(Tender receiving Authority).

DIPK: 1904/26 | Dated: 06-06-2026

Executive Engineer
(R&B) Division Shopian

Sd/-

Public Notice

I am applying for fresh fertilizer license if anybody having any
objection in this regard he/she may file in the office of CHIEF
AGRICULTURE OFFICE BARAMULLA within seven days from the
publication of this notice after that no objection will be entertained.

Name....MOHMAD ASHRAF MALIK
S/0 ...ABDUL RASHID MALIK
R/O...WAGILA WAGOORA

Distt ....BARAMULLA

Public Notice

Tam applying for fresh Pesticide and Fertilizer License underthe
name/ style of MUZAMIL FAROOQ deals in Pesticides, Fertilizers
and agricultural tools situated at HAIL Kreeri, Baramulla.193108
In this regard if anybody is having any objection may file the
same to Chief Agriculture Officer Baramulla and PPO Lal Mandi
Srinagar within the time period of 07 days from the date of Publication
of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.

Name....MUZAMIL FAROOQ
S/0..FAROOQ AHMAD DAR
R/0 .HAIL JAGIR KREERI
Dist....BARAMULLA

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of IRSHAD AHMAD DEADER S/O SAIEN
MOHD DEADER  R/O BANDIBALA for the issuance of LEGAL

HEIR certificate.
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that PATHANI BEGUM
W /O SAIEN MOHD DEADER  has passed away on 25/04/2026 .
The report of the patwari further depicts that the deceased has
left behind following dependent as tabulated below

1... ABDUL HAMID son 43 years labour married

2.... PARVEENA BEGUM daughter 46 years H/W married

3..SHAMEEMA BEGUM daughter 37 years //

4...SHAHNAAZ BEGUM [/ 27 vyears [/

5...JRSHAD AHMAD son 26 years Labour unmarried

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Legal heir certificate
in favour of Self

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

®© 00 ©

Public Notice

My daughter's name has been wrongly written as MIR AREEBA
D/O REYAZ AHMAD MIR in her Date of Birth certificate bearing
Registration no 101002531095 while her correct name is MIRHA
D/O REYAZ AHMAD MIR which needs to be corrected if anybody
having any objection in this regard he / she may file his/her
objection in the office of SDH/BMO office kreeri within seven
days from the publication of this notice after that no objection
will be entertained.

Name...REYAZ AHMAD MIR
F/O ...MIRHA, R/O... KREERI
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DC Srinagar reviews District Capex Budget 2026-27,

Heritage conservation

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR JUNE 06: In order
toreview the progress of the Dis-
trict Capex Budget for the finan-
cialyear2026-27,ameeting of all
executing agencies and line de-
partments was held today under
the chairmanship of Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar, Akshay Labroo,
at the Meeting Hall of the DC Of-
fice Complex.

The meeting was attended by
Additional District Development
Commissioner, Rifat Aftab Qureshi,
Additional Deputy Commission-
er, Aadil Fareed, Chief Planning
Officer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Super-
intending Engineer, R&B, Tatheer
Manzoor, Joint Commissioner SMC,
Hamid Ahmad, Assistant Com-
missioner Panchayats, Bashir
Ahmad, Executive Engineers of
R&B, PHE, PDD, SMC, UEED, Block
Development Officers and all
other District & Sectoral Officers.

Atthe outset, the Deputy Com-
missioner took a detailed review
of the progress achieved in the
preparation and submission of
estimates for works proposed
under the District Capex Budget
for2026-27.He alsoreviewed the
physical and financial status of
ongoing works under the District
Capex Budget 2025-26 and the
progress of works being executed
under the Constituency Develop-
ment Fund (CDF).

The Deputy Commissioner

2

projects, CDF Works

public benefit.

The DCstressed that all works
proposed under the District Capex
Budget 2026-27 should be exe-
cuted in a qualitative and time-
bound manner to achieve the
intended objectivesand strength-
enservice delivery across sectors.

Reviewingthe progressofworks
under the Constituency Develop-
ment Fund, the DCwas informed
that 540 works have been com-
pleted out of 756 works tendered
across various sectors. He direct-
ed the concerned departments to
accelerate the pace of ongoing
works and ensure their completion
atthe earliest. He alsoemphasized
the need for prompt submission
of estimates for new works pro-
posed under the CDF.

During the review of heritage
conservation projects, the DC di-
rected that tendering work be
initiated immediately as admin-
istrative approval has been ac-
corded to 45 projects under the
Heritage Conservation Scheme
involving an estimated cost of Rs
63 crore in Srinagar.

Taking an executing agency-
wisereview of these projects, the
DCdirected the concerned agen-
cies to mobilize field staff and
initiate the tendering process
without delay to ensure timely
execution of the approved works
for preservationand conservation
of rich cultural and architectural
heritage.

further reviewed the status of
heritage conservation projects
being undertakenin Srinagar dis-
trict under the Government's
Heritage Conservation Scheme
aimed at preserving Srinagar's
rich cultural and architectural
legacy.

While reviewing the submis-
sion of estimates for the financial

year 2026-27, the Deputy Com-
missioner was informed that a
total of492 works have been pro-
posed under the District Capex
Budget, of which estimates for
232 works have been submitted
by various executing agencies so
far.

On the occasion, the Deputy
Commissionerdirected all execut-

ing agencies to ensure timely
submission of the remaining es-
timates so that administrative
approvals can be accorded with-
out delay, enabling early tender-
ing, allotment and execution of
works. He emphasized that the
limited working season must be
utilized effectively to maximize
developmental outcomes and

The DCalso underscored the
importance of close coordination
among line departments, strict
adherence to timelines, main-
tenance of quality standards and
proactive planning for optimum
utilization of resources and ef-
fective implementation of de-
velopmental projects across the
District.

DC reviews progress of Agriculture &
Allied Sectors in Pulwama

B HT NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA, JUNE 06: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Pulwama, Dr. Basharat
Qayoom today chaired a comprehensive
review meeting of Agriculture and Allied
Sectors at the Administrative Complex
Pulwamato assess the progress achieved
under various flagship schemes and pro-
grammes including the Holistic Agricul-
ture Development Programme (HADP),
Jammu and Kashmir Competitiveness
Improvement of Agriculture and Allied
Sectors Project(JKCIP), Pradhan Mantri
Formalisation of Micro Food Processing
Enterprises (PMFME), National Digital
Livestock Mission (NDLM), Kisan Credit
Card (KCC), Agriculture Infrastructure
Fund, and other farmer welfare initiatives.

During the meeting, the officers of
Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal Hus-
bandry, Sheep Husbandry and Fisheries
departments gave detailed presentations
highlighting the physical and financial
achievements under their respective sec-
tors, status of applications, beneficiary
coverage, creditlinkage, expenditure and
implementation of various schemes.

The Deputy Commissioner reviewed
the progress achieved under HADP and
JKCIP and stressed upon the concerned
departments to ensure timely dispos-
al of pending applications. He directed
the officers to saturate the establish-
ment of approved units and ensure
regular monitoring and tracking of
established units under the scheme to
achieve the intended outcomes under
various interventions.

Reviewing the functioning of Kisan
Khidmat Ghars (KKGs), the DCemphasized
the need for diversification of services
being offered through these centres. He
laid the stress on the functioning of KKGs
and directed the Agriculture Department
to transform KKGs into vibrant one-stop
service centres by promoting testing
facilities, agri-implements, vermicompost
units, apiculture, mushroom cultivation
and other income-generating activities.

The DC also reviewed the status of

Kisan Credit Cards(KCC)and directed the
concerned departments and banking
institutions to expedite the processing
of pending cases and ensure that all eli-
gible farmers are covered under institu-
tional credit facilities. Reviewing the
status of inactive KCC accounts, he di-
rected the concerned departments and
banking authorities to take necessary
measures for their activation so that farm-
ers can effectively avail credit benefits.
He further directed the officers to create
awareness among farmersregarding the
Prompt Repayment Incentive so that
farmers can avail the benefit.

During the meeting, the DC also re-
viewed the implementation of the Na-
tional Digital Livestock Mission and
stressed upon the importance of accurate
datamanagement for effective planning
and delivery of livestock services.

The Deputy Commissioner further
directed the Horticulture, Sheep Hus-
bandry and Fisheries Departments to
focus on quality asset creation, timely
completion of approved units and effec-
tive tracking of beneficiaries under out-
put monitoring systems. He emphasized
regular field monitoring and verification
toensure that benefits reach the intend-
ed beneficiaries and create sustainable
livelihood opportunities.

Highlighting the significance of the
agriculture and allied sectors in the dis-
trict’seconomy, Dr. Qayoom called upon
all departments to work in a coordinat-
ed manner for achieving the objectives
of HADP and other flagship programmes.
He stressed the need to promote entre-
preneurship, strengthen value chains,
improve market linkages and enhance
farmers’ income through innovative and
technology-driven interventions.

The meeting was attended by Chief
Planning Officer, Pulwama; Chief Agri-
culture Officer; Chief Horticulture Of-
ficer; Chief Animal Husbandry Officer;
District Sheep Husbandry Officer; As-
sistant Director Fisheries; Lead District
Manager; and officers from Agriculture
and allied departments.

ADC Kupwara reviews Pre-Monsoon
Preparedness in District
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA, JUNE 06: On the directions of Deputy
Commissioner Kupwara, Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (ADC), Kupwara, Gulzar Ahmad Khan today
chaired a meeting of concerned officers to review the
district's preparedness ahead of the ensuing monsoon
season and to ensure timely measures for mitigating
any potential risks arising from heavy rainfall, flash
floods, landslides, and waterlogging.

The meeting was attended by officers from
various line departments, including Disaster Man-
agement, Public Works (R&B), Jal Shakti, Health,
Rural Development, Municipal Committee, Power
Development Department, Irrigation & Flood Con-
trol, Fire & Emergency Services, and other concerned
agencies.

During the meeting, the ADCreviewed the prepared-
ness plans of all departments and assessed the status
of preventive and mitigation measures being under-
taken across the district.

Detailed discussions were held regarding the iden-
tification of vulnerable locations, flood-prone areas,
emergency response mechanisms, availability of man-
power and machinery, and inter-departmental coor-
dination during any emergency situation.

The ADC directed the concerned departments to
ensure the cleaning and desilting of drains, nallahs,
and water channels to facilitate the smooth flow of
water during the monsoon season. He stressed the
importance of maintaining critical infrastructure, in-
cluding roads, bridges, and public utilities, and di-
rected the concerned agencies to keep men and ma-
chinery ready for immediate deployment whenever
required.

Reviewing the preparedness of emergency response
agencies, the ADC instructed the departments to es-
tablish effective communication channels and maintain
adequate stocks of essential supplies, including med-
icines, drinking water, rescue equipment, and other
emergency materials. He also emphasized the need
for round-the-clock monitoring of vulnerable areas
and timely dissemination of weather advisories to the
public.

The Health Department was directed to ensure the
availability of medical teams, medicines, and emer-
gency healthcare facilities, while the Power Develop-
ment Department was asked to remain prepared for
the prompt restoration of electricity in the event of
disruptions caused by inclement weather.

The ADCimpressed for safety audit of roads, bridg-
es,embankments and school/hospital buildings. Besides,
line departments were directed to update the available
machinery and equipment for updation on IDRN por-
tal. Volunteers and machinery available in private sec-
tor need also to be revisited to have real-time data
available with DDM authority for utilisation during
emerging situations.

The ADC underscored the importance of coordi-
nated efforts among all stakeholder departments and
directed officers to remain vigilant throughout the
monsoon season. He stressed that public safety and
the protection of life and property must remain the
foremost priority of the administration.
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Conclave brainstorming India’s veterinary education kicks oft at SKUAST-K

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR,JUNE 06: A gath-
ering of the nation’s top aca-
demic leaders, veterinary sci-
entists, and policy architects
commenced at Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural Sci-
ences and Technology of Kashmir,
Shalimar campus marking the
start of atwo-day National Con-
clave dedicated entirely to re-
shaping the future of veterinary
education in India.

Organised under the theme
‘Reimagining Veterinary Educa-
tion for Viksit Bharat@2047’, the
conclave serves as a platform
for turning traditional, decades-
old educational models into
modern, innovation-led, and
globally competitive frameworks.

The conclave is a quadripar-
tite initiative of SKUAST-K with
Bihar Animal Sciences Univer-
sity (BASU), Guru Angad Dev
Veterinary and Animal Sciences
University (GADVASU), and the

National Academy of Veterinary
Sciences (NAVS), to deliberate
on the future trajectory of vet-
erinary education in India.

Asamajor milestone, the host
institution set the tone for the
event by officially unveiling the
‘SKUAST-K Action Framework
for Reimagining Veterinary
Education’. This strategic road-
map outlines immediate, trans-
formative reforms across vet-
erinary teaching, application-
based research, technological
competency,and public outreach
- positioning veterinary profes-
sionals as vital drivers of the
rural bio-economy, public health,
and global trade corridors as
India approaches 2047.

As part of the Quadripartite
Vision Address, Vice Chancellor,
SKUAST-K, Prof Nazir Ahmad
Ganai, called for a decisive shift
inmindsetand urged institutions
to challenge conventional ap-
proaches in order to transform
the veterinary educationin the

country.

Prof Ganai, who was the chief
guest at the inaugural address,
emphasised that the future of
veterinary education would be
shaped by skilled human re-
sources, technological integra-
tion, and innovation-oriented
learning ecosystems, adding that
agriculture and animal hus-
bandry would remain central to
realizing the vision of Viksit
Bharat@2047.

DrRameshwar Singh, former
Vice Chancellor, BASU Patna; Dr
JPS Gill, Vice Chancellor, GAD-
VASU Ludhiana; Dr Inderjeet
Singh, Vice Chancellor, BASU
Patna; collectively highlighted
the urgent need for curriculum
reforms, global collaborations,
and innovation-led institution-
alecosystems.Dr VictoriaBrookes,
Co-Lead, One Health SIG, Sydney
University, Australia, who de-
livered an online address, em-
phasised the growingimportance
of application-based research,

professionalism, interdisciplin-
arylearning,and globally aligned
academic frameworks in vet-
erinary sciences.

Dr Riaz Ahmad Shah, Dean,
Faculty of Veterinary Sciences
& Animal Husbandry, who de-
livered the welcome address,
underlined the significance of
collaborative academic reform
and innovation-driven learning
in shaping the next generation
of veterinary professionals.

Organizing Secretary of the
conclave, Dr Aijaz Ahmad Dar,
presented the overarching vision
and proposed models for rei-
magining veterinary education
in India.

The technical sessionon “Gaps
inVeterinary Education & Vision
2047” subsequently featured
expert talks by Dr. Bhanu Prat-
ap Chowdhary, Professor Emer-
itus, Texas A&M University, USA;
Dr. Punniya Murthy, 2026 Pad-
ma Shriawardee and renowned
expert in Ethno-Veterinary

Medicine,and Maj Gen Pramod
Batra of Tata Trusts, Mumbai,
each offering critical insights
intothe evolving globallandscape
of veterinary education and
practice.

The conclave also featured
anintensive brainstorming ses-
sion involving detailed delib-
erations onreformsrequiredin
veterinary education, with pre-
sentations by Dr Azmat Alam
Khan, Registrar, SKUAST-K, and
Dr. Pallav Shekhar, Dean, BASU
Patna. A panel discussion on
‘Industry-Academia Synergy:
Addressing the Skill Gap and
Industry Expectations from Vet-
erinary Graduates’ was moder-
ated by Dr Masood Saleem Mir,
Associate Director Extension,
SKUAST-K. The Conclave also
witnessed the signing of an MoU
between SKUAST-K and Agrin-
novate, marking another sig-
nificant step towards strength-
ening institutional-industry
collaboration.

BOMIS, Pampore Hosts “Young Voices:
Interschool Youth Parliament 2026”

B HT NEWS NETWORK

PAMPORE, JUNE 06: Birla Open Minds
International School, Pampore success-
fully organised its two-day interschool
academic event titled “Young Voices:
Interschool Youth Parliament 2026” on
6th and 7th June 2026, under the aegis
of the Social Sciences Department. The
event brought together student delegates
from various schools, providing them
with a vibrant platform to experience
the functioning of a parliamentary sys-
tem through a simulated and entirely
student-led model.

The Youth Parliament aimed to foster
democratic awareness, leadership skills,
critical thinking, and effective commu-
nication among students. Participants
engaged enthusiastically in structured
parliamentary proceedings including
Question Hour, legislative debates, bill
discussions, and committee sessions,
reflecting remarkable confidence, disci-
pline,and understanding of contemporary
social and national issues.

The Opening Ceremony was graced
by esteemed dignitaries including Ra-
vinder Pal Singh SDPO Pampore, along
with distinguished academicians and

guests Prof. Dr.Saad Parvez (NIT Srinagar),
Prof. M. A. Shah (NIT Srinagar), Rizwan
Jeelani (Journalist) A. A. Mir (Chairman,
BML Welfare Trust), G. M. Lone (General
Secretary, BML Welfare Trust), Managing
Trustees Younis Nisar Mir and Feroz Gul,
and Principal Dr. Mehnaz Rehman.

Addressing the gathering, Principal
Dr. Mehnaz Rehman stated that, “The
Youth Parliament is a sincere effort to
move beyond textbook learning and give
students a real democratic experience.
Seeing them debate, question, and de-
liberate with confidence reflects the
success ofexperiential learninginschools.
Iam proud of their enthusiasm and ma-
turity.”

A.A.Mir,Chairman, BMLWelfare Trust,
appreciated the initiative and remarked,
“This initiative is highly commendable
asitnurtures leadership, responsibility,
and awareness among students. Platforms
like these are essential in shaping informed
future citizens who understand the
value of democracy and dialogue.”

Thedignitaries emphasized that such
platforms play a crucial role in nurturing
responsible citizenship and preparing
students to become future leaders with
strong ethical and social values.

PREPARATIONS FOR SOUTH-WEST MONSOON
SEASON-2026 REVIEWED IN ANANTNAG

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG, JUNE 06: A meeting to
review the preparedness and mitigation
strategies of various line departments
for the approaching South-West Monsoon
Season 2026 was chaired today by the
Additional Deputy Commissioner (CEO,
DDMA), Vikas Ahlawat today at Dak Bun-
galow Khanabal. GM DIC, SDMs, CMO,
CAHO, representatives of R&B, PDD, Po-
lice, SDRF, FCS&CA, Traffic Police and
F&ES along with officials from otherline
departments attended the meeting.

The review aimed at initiating time-
bound actions to mitigate risks associ-
ated with floods, urban waterlogging,
landslides, cloudbursts and other disas-
ter like events.During the meeting, the
chairreviewed the status of the detailed
preparedness reports submitted by the
respective line departments. Emphasiz-
ing a proactive approach, the chair di-
rected the officersto ensure the seamless
activation of the Incident Response Sys-
tem (IRS)and to strictly follow the point-
wise guidelinesissued by the government.

Key directives calling for specific ac-
tion were issued to the concerned depart-
ments and agencies. The engineering
wings were directed to expedite the

cleaning and de-silting of drains and
ensure the availability of portable dewa-
tering pumps at vulnerable locations to
prevent urban flooding.Response agen-
cies, including the SDREF, Fire & Emer-
gency Services,and Police, were instruct-
ed to take full stock of disaster manage-
ment inventory including boats, life
jackets, power saws, sandbags and ensure
early prepositioning of essential items
inhigh-risk zones.The health department
and GMC Anantnag, were tasked with
mapping out emergency medicine stor-
age, securing ground-level wards against
flooding, and keeping Rapid Response
Teamsready to prevent post-flood com-
municable disease outbreaks. Similarly,
the GM DIC was advised to coordinate
withindustrial estates to secure hazard-
ous materials and implement preventa-
tive measures in wake of floods and
waterlogging. The Information Department
was tasked to ensure wide publicity of
advisories including Do's and Don'ts is-
sued by administration, control room
helpline numbers besides promotion of
the national "Sachet" mobile application
and alert portals for real-time dissemina-
tionof weather updates and IMD nowcasts
and awareness on water borne diseases
post floods.
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G Square Group launches 'Kshetra’ as North Chennai
emerges as next growth, connectivity corridor

®  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

CHENNALJUNEG6: G Square
Group, India’s largest plotted
developer, onSaturday launched
'GSquare Kshetra',alarge-scale
premium residential plotted
developmentlocated in Karano-
dai, close to Red Hills.in North
Chennai, which hasemerged as
the next growth and connectiv-
ity corridor.

Positioned bang on the up-
coming Chennai Peripheral Ring
Road (CPRR)and in near proxim-
ity tothe Outer Ring Road (ORR),
the massive integrated develop-
ment offers strong connectivity
advantagesandlong-termgrowth
potential in Chennai’s emerging
corridor.

G Square Kshetra is attrac-
tively priced at a special launch
price of Rs 1,890 per sqft onwards
for the first 50 bookings only -
which is 50% lower than the
prevailing market rates of Rs
4,000-Rs 6,000 per sqft in and
around the corridor, making it
one of the most compelling in-
vestment opportunities in the
region.

The project offers homebuy-
ersanopportunity toown plots
within a secured community
with easybankloan assistance,
while also presenting strong ap-
preciation potential from day
one owingtoitsstrategiclocation,
infrastructure growth,and com-
petitive pricing.

und
etra

Talking to reporters at the
launch event, G Square Group
Founder and Managing Director
BalaRamajayam said North Chen-
nai is witnessing a significant
transformation, driven by large-
scale infrastructure upgrades,
expandingindustrial ecosystems,
and the emergence of new eco-
nomic corridors that are reshap-

ingthecity’s growth map.Karano-
dai today sits at the centre of
this evolution, benefiting from
seamless connectivity across
Chennai’s major highways, ring
roads, and industrial clusters.
"With G Square Kshetra, we
are introducing a strategically
positioned plotted development
that combines accessibility,

future-readyinfrastructure,and
strong long-term appreciation
potential. As connectivity and
employment growth continue
to expand across this belt, we
believe Karanodai is poised to
become one of North Chennai’s
most promising residential and
investmentdestinations", he said.

Karanodaiis emergingasone

of North Chennai’s most well
positioned developments, driv-
en by a powerful combination
of infrastructure growth, indus-
trial expansion, metro connec-
tivity, and long-term apprecia-
tion potential. The projectenjoys
seamless access to major eco-
nomic corridors while offering
excellent connectivity to key
industrial and employment hubs
such as Sri City, Thervoy Kandi-
gai SIPCOT, Gummidipoondi
SIPCOT, Manallurand Arambak-
kam SIPCOT, the Michelin Tyres
manufacturing facility, upcom-
ing Mahindra World City and
therapidly expanding Sriperum-
budur industrial belt.

Theregion also benefits from
strong port-led connectivity
through Kattupalli Port, Adani
Port, and Ennore port-linked
infrastructure, which continue
to drive industrial activity, lo-
gistics growth, and workforce
movementacross North Chennai.

Addingto the area’s growing
prominence is its proximity to
the renowned Siruvapuri Muru-
gan Temple, a significant spiri-
tual and culturallandmark that
attracts visitors from across
Tamil Nadu.

As a launch offer, company
offers customers discounts of
up to Rs 5 lakhs on villa con-
struction through its construc-
tion partner - Brick and Bolt
(Home & Commercial Construc-
tion).UNI

India’s GDP growth rises to 7.7
pc in FY26: SBI Research

®  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, JUNE 6 : India's economy delivered a
stronger-than-expected performance in the fourth
quarter of FY26, helping annual GDP growth accelerate
to 7.7 per cent and reinforcing the country's position
asthe world's fastest-growing major economy, accord-
ing to a report by SBI Research on Saturday.

The latest Ecowrap report said the economy ex-
panded by 7.8 per cent in the January-March quarter
of FY26, up from 7 per cent in the corresponding pe-
riod of the previous year. The robust fourth-quarter
performance lifted full-year GDP growth to 7.7 per cent
from 7.1 per cent in FY25.Gross Value Added (GVA), a
key measure of economic activity, grew by 7.9 per cent
in both Q4 and the full fiscal year, while core GVA
expanded by a strong 9.7 per cent during FY26.The
report highlighted broad-based growth across sectors,
led by services and industry. The services sector grew
9.9 per centin the fourth quarter, supported by a sharp
12.5 per cent rise in trade, hotels, transport, commu-
nication and broadcasting-related services. Financial,
real estate and professional services also remained
resilient, recording growth of 10.4 per cent.Within
industry, construction activity expanded by 8.4 per
cent in Q4, while manufacturing registered growth of
7.3 per cent. For the full year, manufacturing emerged
asone of the strongest performers with growth of 10.7
per cent. Agriculture, despite some moderation, post-
ed growth of 3.6 per centin the final quarter.According
to SBI Research, the latest high-frequency indicators
for April and May point to above-average acceleration
in economicactivity, raising the possibility that growth
in the first quarter of FY27 could surpass the Reserve
Bank of India's estimate of 6.6 per cent.

The report attributed part of the stronger growth
performance to improvements in the new GDP series,
which better captures the contribution of India's in-
formal economy through datasets such as the Annual
Survey of Unincorporated Sector Enterprises (ASUSE)
and the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS).

It noted that nearly 7.9 crore enterprises are now
registered under ASUSE, contributing around 12 per
cent of overall GVA. Increased formalisation, digitisa-
tion and improved access to institutional credit have
enhanced productivity and strengthened economic
activity, it said.On the investment front, SBI Research
pointed to asignificant revivalin private sector capital
expenditure. Private investment announcements surged
toRs561akh crorein FY26 from Rs 37 lakh crore in the
previous year, while total investment announcements
reached a record Rs 80 lakh crore.

Thereport said the manufacturing sector account-
ed for nearly 29 per cent of fresh investment announce-
ments, closely followed by the power sector and build-
ing infrastructure projects.Corporate earnings also
reflected the improving economic environment. Around
4,500 listed companies reported revenue growth of
10.3 per cent in the fourth quarter, while profit after
tax rose by 26 per cent among non-BFSI companies
despite some pressure on operating margins.SBI Re-
search said India's strong macroeconomic fundamen-
tals, resilient financial sector and sustained policy
focus on formalisation, infrastructure creation and
productivity enhancement would help the economy
weather global uncertainties and maintain its growth
trajectoryin FY27.The reportalso observed that stron-
ger economic activity and a possible rise in the GDP
deflator could push nominal GDP growth to 12.5-13
per cent in FY27, significantly higher than the budget
estimate of 10 per cent.UNI
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SUSTAINABLE ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE
KEY TO INDIA'S GREEN GROWTH JOURNEY

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, JUNE 6 : As India
accelerates its transition towards a
low-carbon economy, the develop-
ment of sustainable energy infra-
structure willbe critical inensuring
energy security, supporting indus-
trial growth, and reducing environ-
mental impact, according to indus-
try experts.

On the occasion of World Envi-
ronment Day 2026, Surbhi Puri,
Director of Green Power Interna-
tional Pvt. Ltd., emphasized that
India's green transition is funda-
mentally an infrastructure trans-
formation that will shape how the
country produces, consumes, and
securesenergyinthe comingdecades.

She noted that with energy de-
mand expected torise significantly
asIndiapursuesits goal of becoming
adeveloped nation, investments in
cleanenergy infrastructure are be-
comingincreasingly important. These
include renewable power generation,
modern transmission networks,
energy storage systems, green hy-
drogen projects, and electric mobil-
ity infrastructure.

According to Puri, expanding
sustainable energy systems will not
only help provide reliable and af-
fordable energy access butalso cre-
ate substantial economic opportu-
nities. She said that strong policy
support, public-private partnerships,
and long-term investmentsin clean
energy infrastructure can position
India as both a major consumer and
a global leader in sustainable en-
ergy solutions.

Highlighting the significance of
World Environment Day, she said
the occasion serves as a reminder
that achieving a greener future re-
quires not only ambitious climate

and sustainability goals butalso clear
implementation strategies and robust
infrastructure development.

"The transition to cleaner en-
ergy sources is no longer just an
environmental necessity; it is also
an economic imperative that will
influence India's long-term growth
trajectory,” she added.

As countries worldwide inten-
sify efforts to combat climate change,
India's focus on building sustainable
energy infrastructure is expected
to play a pivotal role in driving eco-
nomic development while advanc-
ing environmental sustainability.
UNI

Govt expands G-Sec
reforms to attract foreign

capital, deepen bond market
m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHL JUN 6 : The Government has unveiled
a series of reforms aimed at significantly increasing
foreign participation in India's government securities
(G-Sec) market-- a move expected to deepen domestic
debt markets, attract long-term capital and strength-
en the country's position as a preferred global invest-
ment destination.

The reforms include sweeping tax exemptions for
foreign investors, expansion of the Fully Accessible
Route (FAR) framework and relaxation of several invest-
ment restrictions, reflecting the government's broad-
er strategy to integrate India's financial markets more
closely with global capital flows.

Under the new tax regime, foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) and foreign portfolio investors (FPIs)
willnolonger have to pay tax oninterestincome earned
from government securities or on capital gains arising
from their sale, transfer, exchange or redemption. The
exemptions will apply to income generated on or after
April 1,2026.

Previously, interest income from G-Secs attracted
a 20 per cent tax, while short-term capital gains were
taxed at up to 30 per cent and long-term capital gains
at 12.5 per cent.

Officials said the tax relief is expected to improve
the attractiveness of Indian sovereign debt among
globalinvestors, particularly large institutional inves-
tors such as pension funds, insurance companies and
sovereign wealth funds that typically seek stable long-
term returns.

The government believes greater foreign participa-
tioninthe G-Sec market will create an additional source
of financing for infrastructure, manufacturing, urban
development and climate-related projects while im-
proving liquidity and efficiency in the bond market.

According to official data, FPIs held government
securities worth Rs 3.75 lakh crore as of May 12, 2026,
accounting for 3.34 per cent of the outstanding G-Sec
stock of Rs 112.42 lakh crore. The bulk of these invest-
ments,amounting to Rs 3.21 lakh crore, came through
the Fully Accessible Route, representing 6.74 per cent
of the securities eligible under the scheme.

Recognising the growing popularity of FAR among
globalinvestors, the government has expanded the list
of securities available under the route. New issuances
of 15-year, 30-year and 40-year government securities,
along with sovereign green bonds issued in FAR-eligi-
ble tenors, will now be accessible without the invest-
ment restrictions applicable under the general route.

The expansionis expected to broaden opportunities
for foreign investors across the maturity spectrum and
encourage greater participation in long-duration sov-
ereign debt instruments.

In another major reform, the government has re-
moved several investment restrictions under the Gen-
eral Route, including security-wise investment caps,
concentration limits and short-term investment restric-
tions. However, the overall ceilings for foreign invest-
ment remain unchanged at 6 per cent of outstanding
Central Government Securities and 2 per cent of State
Government Securities.

The reforms also merge the existing "General" and
"Long-Term" categories for FPI investments into a
single investment limit structure, simplifying compli-
ancerequirements and operational processes for inves-
tors.Experts believe the measures could accelerate the
inclusion of Indian government bonds in major global
debtindices, attract more stable foreign capital inflows
and strengthen India's financial market ecosystem.

By lowering barriers to investment and aligning
regulations more closely with international practices,
the reforms are expected to support deeper capital
markets, improve price discovery, facilitate smoother
monetary policy transmission and reduce borrowing
costs over time.

The government said the measures form part of its
continuing efforts to build globally integrated financial
markets and attract long-term investment into one of
the world's fastest-growing major economies.UNI

40 LAKH TONNES OF COAL MISSING? KTR SEEKS PROBE
INTO ALLEGED RS 1,600 CR SINGARENI SCAM

®  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

-

HYDERABAD, JUNE6 : Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) Working
President K.T. Rama Rao (KTR)
has demanded an immediate
and comprehensive investigation
into the alleged disappearance
of nearly 40 lakh metric tonnes
of coal worth around Rs 1,600
crore from Singareni Collieries
Company Limited (SCCL).

Inaletteraddressed to union
Coal Minister G. Kishan Reddy
on Friday, KTR questioned how
such amassive quantity of coal,
officially shown in Singareni's
stock records, could have van-
ished without accountability.

KTR alleged that coal that
should have been available in
stockyards wasillegally divert-
ed and sold, causing a loss of
nearlyRs 1,600 crore to the pub-
lic sector undertaking. He de-
manded that the union Govern-
mentimmediately ascertain the
whereabouts of the missing coal
and bring those responsible to
justice.

He stated that ever since the

Congress government assumed
office in Telangana, Singareni
has become synonymous with
a series of scandals. From the
Naini coal mine tender contro-
versy to several other alleged
irregularities, KTR said there has
been no meaningful response
from the Centre despite repeat-
ed demands from BRS.

According to KTR, official
records onthe Singareni website
indicated the availability of ap-
proximately 40 lakh metric
tonnes of coal across multiple
mines, including Mandamarri,
Srirampur, Ramagundam-I,
Ramagundam-II, Bhupalpally,
Yellandu and Sathupalli. How-
ever, physical verificationreport-
edlyrevealed that the coal stocks
were not available at the desig-
nated locations.

He pointed out that despite
records showing payment of coal
cess and income tax on these
stocks, the actual coal was al-
legedly missing from the ground.
KTR questioned who wasrespon-
sible for this discrepancy and
why neither officials from the

union Coal Ministry nor the
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral (CAG)had conductedinspec-
tions so far.

"The coal of Singarenibelongs
tothe people of Telangana. Both
the State and Central Govern-
ments are collectively endanger-
ing the future of thisinstitution,”
KTR said.

Hefurtheralleged thatifthere
isnotacitunderstandingbetween
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
and union Minister Kishan Red-
dy, the Centre should immedi-
ately order a thoroughinvestiga-

tion and take stringent action
against those responsible.
Demanding transparency,
KTR called upon the union Gov-
ernment to send an all-party
delegation tothe concerned mines
and stockyards for on-ground
verification. Referring to the
earlier Naini coal mine tender
controversy, KTR alleged that
the Congress government intro-
duced conditions such as man-
datory site-visit certificates to
favourselectbidders. He claimed
that despite BRS exposing the
issue,no meaningful action had

beentakenagainstthoseinvolved.

KTR also raised concerns
regardingalleged irregularities
in solar power tenders, diesel
procurement, explosive pur-
chases, diversion of Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) funds
and the alleged misuse of Sin-
gareni funds for non-core ac-
tivities.

Heaccusedboth the Congress
and BJP of protecting those in-
volved in various irregularities
and demanded a judicial in-
quiry headed by a sitting judge
intotheRs 1,600 crore coal scam.

He warned thatif the Centre
fails to order an investigation
intothealleged scam, BRS, along
with workers and employees of
Singareni, would launch alarge-
scale agitation against both the
State and Central Governments.

KTRreiterated that the work-
ersof Singareni and the people
of Telangana deserve complete
transparency regarding the
alleged disappearance of coal
worth Rs 1,600 crore and de-
manded immediate corrective
action.UNI
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Shreyas Iyer

replace _
Suryakumar

SuryokUmor had led
India to the T20 World
Cup title in March, but

has been in poor

batting form

o m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: Shreyas Iyeris set to replace Suryakumar
Yadav as India's T20I captain, and Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
is set for his maiden call-up, as the national selectors
look ahead to the Los Angeles Olympics in 2028 and the
next T20 World Cup in Australia and New Zealand the
same year.

The T20I squad will be announced on Saturday for
the upcoming tour of Ireland and England, India's first
T20I assignment since Suryakumar led them to the T20
World Cup title in March.

Suryakumar, 35, is likely to be dropped from the squad
altogether. The debate around his position arose follow-
ing a lukewarm 2026 T20 World Cup, where he scored
242 runs in nine innings at a strike rate of 136.72, and a
poor IPL 2026 where he recorded only 270 runs in 13
innings at an average of 20.76 and a strike rate of 147.54.

His successor Shreyas is 31 but has not played a T20I
since December 2023 due to India's inability to find a
place for him due to squad combinations, with Suryaku-
mar and Tilak Varma occupying middle-order positions.
Shreyas was most recently called up to the T20I squad
asaninjury replacement during the home series against
New Zealand in January this year, but did not play a game
because India preferred to pick the players who were
going to play in the T20 World Cup that followed.

Shreyas, however, has proven captaincy credentials,
having led Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) to the IPL title in
2024 and led Delhi Capitals (DC) and Punjab Kings (PBKS)
tothe finalin 2020 and 2025, respectively. He scored 604
runs at a strike rate of 175.07 in IPL 2025 and 498 runs
at a strike rate of 168.81 in IPL 2026.

Itis the second successive yearin which India's selec-
tors are making such a decision. In 2025, Rohit Sharma
had captained India to the Champions Trophy title in
March, but the selectors replaced him as ODI captain
before India's next series in Australia in October. Rohit,
however, continued to be part of the ODI squad.

Meanwhile, 15-year-old Sooryavanshi is set to become
the youngest player selected in an India men's squad since
Sachin Tendulkar in the late 1980s, following a blockbust-
er IPL season where he made 776 runs at a strike rate of
237.30. Before the T20I tour of Ireland and England, Soory-
avanshi will play for India A in a tri-series in Sri Lanka also
involving Afghanistan from June 9 to 21.

Cricket Canada
draws up ‘comprehensive’
plan in bid to overturn
ICC suspension

m  AGENCIES

CHENNAI: Cricket Canada has submitted what
it says is a "comprehensive" plan of action as it
seeks the swift reinstatement of its suspended ICC
membership. Earlier this week the ICCannounced
ithad suspended Canada's associate membership
for "serious breaches of its membership obliga-
tions,"” following on from the suspension of its
funding to Cricket Canada. Cricket Canada told
ESPNcricinfo the ICChad identified worries around
governance structures, financial oversight and
various executive and administrative processes
during a routine compliance review.

The suspension is the culmination of a turbu-
lent period for Canada off the field, which includes
the appointment and subsequent removal of for-
mer CEO Salman Khan. Khan's appointment itself
had attracted ICC attention, for failing to disclose
prior criminal charges and he has been charged
with theft and fraud by Calgary Police. Khan has
denied the claims. In May, Arvinder Khosa was
elected board president - after a briefinterim stint
- to head a newly elected nine-person board of
directors. Canada is also subject to an ongoing
corruption investigation by the ICC's anti-corrup-
tion unit, stemming from its match against New
Zealand at the T20 World Cup earlier this year. A
separate corruption investigation centres on a
leaked audio recording of a telephone call last year
involving then Canada coach Khurram Chohan,
in which he claims that senior (now former) board
members put pressure on him to select certain
players to the national side. The new board is keen
todistanceitself from that period, however. "Most
of the issues pre-date the newly elected board,”
Bhavjit Jauhar, the board's chief operating officer,
told ESPNcricinfo in a statement. "The majority
of the governance and financial control concerns
raised by the ICCrelate to historical practices and
decisions made prior to the April/May elections.

"The new board has inherited these legacy
issues and is now responsible for implementing
corrective and preventive reforms. The ICC has
been informed that the new board is committed
to full compliance and has already begun imple-
menting structural and governance reforms."

As part of its first steps, Cricket Canada says it
has already submitted a detailed plan - a corrective
and preventative action plan - to the ICC which in-
cludes an analysis of its governance and financial
missteps, as well as a series of short and long-term
measures to bring them back to ICC compliance.

Cricket Canadahasalso set up anindependent
committee, led by the lawyer Dasha Peregoudova,
which willinvestigate the issues the ICC hasraised
and make interim recommendations within a
fortnight and a full report on the board's troubles
within 45 days. Cricket Canada says the commit-
tee has "unrestricted access to financial records,
personnel, and documentation.”

'Positive move': Gambhir throws his weight
behind red-ball-pink-ball switch

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

CHANDIGARH: India head
coachGautam Gambhirhasbacked
the ICC's idea of switching from
aredballtoapinkball before the
start of a Test that is likely to be
affected by bad light. "I love that
becauseI've alwaysbelieved that
if there's an opportunity to get a
result, you should always have
that opportunity,” Gambhir said
on the eve of India's one-off Test
against AfghanistaninNew Chan-
digarh. "Imagine if you are play-
ing the last Test match before the
World Test Championship final
and you have the chance to win
that Test match to qualify, and
because of bad light, it's not hap-
pening. So I'm all for it."

"If there's an opportunity to

gettheresult,ifboth teamsagree
toit... I know it could be a little
unfair and difficult for the play-
ers, but imagine working hard
for two years and the last Test
match before the World Test
Championship final, if youdon't
play five days because of bad
light, how unfair that could be.
SoIthink it's a proactive move,
it's a positive move, and, hope-
fully, the teams will start taking
itinapositive way." In their most
recent Test series, against South
Africaathome,India were white-
washed 2-0. They are currently
sixth on the WTC table with
48.15% points from nine games.
But Gambhirwas "very optimis-
tic" of making the final.

"Till you have the opportu-
nity to qualify for the World Test

Championship final,"

he said,

"you are always optimistic be-
cause we know the kind of qual-
ity we have and the kind of tal-
ent we have. I don't think there
isanyreason not to believe that
we cannot win the World Test
Championship and that is what
notonly we but everyone sitting
in the dressing room believes.

"Yes, we can have one-odd
bad series here and there but we
know the kind of talent and how
much hunger we have in the
dressing room."

While the Afghanistan Test
is not part of the WTC cycle, it
remains a key fixture between
now and August when India
travel to SriLanka for two Tests.
TheninNovember, they will play
another two in New Zealand.

India are looking to fill the

No. 3 position after Shubman
Gill moved to No. 4 following
Virat Kohli's Test retirement.
Their options for this match are
B Sai Sudharsan and Devdutt
Padikkal. Though Padikkal had
agood Ranji Trophy season, scor-
ing 543 runs at an average of
60.33, Gambhir made it clear
thatSai Sudharsandeserved more
opportunities. He has played six
games so far, scoring 302 runs
at an average of 27.45.
"Honestly, Sai hasn't got a fair
chance,” Gambhir said. "He has
only played a handful of Test
matches and he started his Test
career in England, which we all
know is not the easiest place [to
batin]. He has had a phenomenal
runintheIPLaswelland we have
got to give him a fair chance."
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