
1Srinagar, Saturday
28-March-2026

Voice To The Voiceless

15TH
YEAR   OF

PUBLICATION HT - NEWSHT - NEWSHT - CITYHEADLINES TODAY

htc  ty
Srinagar, Thursday  |  14-August-2025

1
HT - NEWSHT - NEWSHT - CITYHEADLINES TODAY

htc  ty
Srinagar, Wednesday  |  02-July-2025

1Srinagar
Saturday
March 28 |  2026
08 Shawwal 1447 AH
Issue No: 76
Volume: 16
Pages: 12
Price: Rs 02/- Voice To The Voiceless

16TH
YEAR   OF

PUBLICATION

@HEADLINESTODA17 @headlinestodaydaily @headlinestoday @headlinestodaynews www.dailyheadlinestoday.com

Modi Urges ‘Team India’ Push 
to Tackle West Asia Fallout

States told to secure supplies, curb hoarding ; CMs back Centre’s fuel relief and LPG boost

LitStream Proudly presents
its much-awaited theme-
based special issue,
bringing together powerful
reflections on the current
war in the Middle East.

Featuring contributions
from over 50 acclaimed
writers, poets, and
academicians from India
and across the globe, this
edition captures diverse
perspectives, emotions,
and insights on one of the
most pressing issues of
our time.

Don’t miss today’s pullout
with your daily newspaper.

Editor-in-Chief
Headlines Today

SPECIAL ISSUE...
Voices From Across the World
on the Ongoing Middle East War

�� HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

NEW DELHI, MAR 27: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday 
called for a united “Team India” approach to challenges arising 
from the ongoing crisis in West Asia, as he chaired a meeting with 
Chief Ministers and Lieutenant Governors to review preparedness 
and response measures.

The Prime Minister stressed vigilance, coordination and swift 
action to ensure that disruptions in global supply chains do not 
impact India’s economy or daily life. Drawing parallels with the
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Omar Abdullah Urges Modi to Use 
Diplomacy to End West Asia War

�� HT NEWS  NETWORK 

JAMMU, MAR 27: Jammu 
and Kashmir Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Thursday 
called upon Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to leverage 
India’s diplomatic clout with 
global and regional powers to 
help end the ongoing conflict 
in West Asia, terming it a grave 
humanitarian crisis with far-
reaching consequences.

Speaking during the Budget 
Session of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Legislative Assembly, 
Abdullah said the war has 
inflicted immense human suffering, particularly in

  Turn on Page 2

Border Students Get First Glimpse of 
India’s Diversity on Army Tour

LG Manoj Sinha praises outreach programme for fostering 
confidence and national integration

�� HT NEWS  NETWORK 

JAMMU, MAR 27: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Friday interacted with a group of 
students from Army Goodwill School, Saujiyan 
in Poonch, who are visiting Jammu under the 
J&K Integration Tour organised as part of Oper-
ation Sadbhavana.

The tour, conducted by the White Knight 
Corps, aims to promote national integration 
and ensure holistic development of children 
from remote border areas by exposing them 
to diverse cultural and institutional environ-

ments.
Praising the Indian Army’s sustained outreach 

efforts, the Lieutenant Governor said such 
initiatives are instrumental in nurturing young 
minds and strengthening the spirit of unity 
and belonging among youth from far-flung 
regions.

The contingent, comprising 33 students 
accompanied by teachers and Army personnel, 
shared their experiences during the interaction, 
highlighting the impact of the exposure visit 
on their outlook and confidence.
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Seven Killed as Avalanches Bury 
Vehicles on Srinagar–Leh Highway

�� HT NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR, MAR 27: At least seven people were killed and five 
others injured on Friday after multiple avalanches struck the 
Srinagar–Leh National Highway, trapping several vehicles under 
heavy snow near Zojila Pass, officials said.

The avalanches hit the stretch between Zero Point and Minimarg 
in the afternoon, an area prone to frequent snow slides due to its 
treacherous terrain and unpredictable weather. Several vehicles 
were caught in the sudden avalanche, leaving passengers buried 
under snow and debris.

Rescue teams were immediately rushed to the spot, with per-
sonnel from the Border Roads Organisation and the police
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Fuel Relief Shield: LG Applauds PM’s 
‘Historic’ Move Amid West Asia Crisis

NIA Gets 45-Day Extension in Red Fort Blast Probe
Court grants more time to unravel wider conspiracy, digital and financial links

Runway Works to Curtail 
Srinagar Flights Till July

�� HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

SRINAGAR, MAR 27: Flight operations at Srinagar Inter-
national Airport will remain restricted between April and 
July owing to runway maintenance works, the Airports 
Authority of India (AAI) said on Friday.

According to a Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) issued by the 
Indian Air Force, the runway works are set to commence in 
the first week of April, following which operational hours 
for scheduled flights will be curtailed till 5 pm from
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�� HT NEWS NETWORK 

JAMMU, MAR 27: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on Friday 
hailed Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for what he described as 
a “historic decision” to insulate 
Indian households from supply 
disruptions triggered by the 
ongoing West Asia crisis.

In a post on X, Sinha said the 
measures underscore the Prime 
Minister’s commitment to safe-

guarding the standard of living 
of ordinary citizens at a time of 
global uncertainty. He noted 
that the Centre has reduced 
central excise duty by Rs. 10 per 
litre on both petrol and diesel, 
a move aimed at shielding con-
sumers from rising fuel costs.

Highlighting additional steps, 
the Lieutenant Governor said 
export duties have been 
imposed strategically—Rs. 21.5
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�� HT NEWS DESK  / AGENCIES 

NEW DELHI, MAR 27: A Delhi court 
on Friday granted the National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) an additional 45 
days to complete its investigation into 
the November 10 blast near the Red 
Fort that claimed 15 lives and left sev-
eral others injured.

Special Judge Prashant Sharma 
allowed the plea, noting the agency’s 
submission that fresh arrests and 
emerging evidence required further 
probe. The court also extended the 
judicial custody of the accused persons.

The NIA had approached the court 
on March 23, seeking more time to 
piece together the larger conspiracy, 

particularly after arrests made in Feb-
ruary. Among those recently held are 
Zameer Ahmad Ahangar and Tufail 
Ahmad Bhat from Jammu and Kashmir, 
alleged to have played active roles in 
the plot.

The agency informed the court that 
it needs to confront the accused
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CS finalises arrangements for Jammu's 
first International Marathon

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, MAR 27: Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo today final-
ized arrangements for the first-ever international marathon 
event to be held in Jammu this Sunday by the Tourism 
Department.

The meeting was attended by Additional Chief Secretary, 
Tourism; Renowned Adventure Tourism Expert, Chewang 
Motup; Commissioner Secretary, Health; Divisional Com-
missioner, Jammu; Commissioner Secretary, Youth Services 
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Govt Will Ensure Corrective Measures For 
Ethical News Dissemination: Dy CM

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, MAR 27: Deputy Chief Min-
ister, Surinder Choudhary today said 
that the media, regarded as the fourth 
pillar of democracy, has historically 
played a significant role in the nation’s 
freedom struggle and enjoyed the trust 
of the people.

The Deputy Chief Minister was reply-
ing to the issues raised by the Members 
during a Short Duration Discussion on 
tackling fake news and misinformation 
in the Legislative Assembly. He observed 
that times have changed and with the 

advent of social media, which was ini-
tially expected to improve people’s 
lives, has also brought new challenges.

The Deputy Chief Minister said that 
while the government will take neces-
sary corrective measures, but  the media 
must also introspect and work towards 
strengthening its credibility, reflecting 
on how it wishes to be remembered by 
the society.

He said that the media has important 
role to play for strengthening of J&K. “A 
strong J&K will lead to strong India. For 
this we all have to play the role,” he said.
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Don’t panic, J&K has enough fuel 
stock: Minister Sharma to people

�� HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

JAMMU, MAR 27: Urging people not to panic Min-
ister for Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs, 
Satish Sharma, on Friday assured the citizens that 
there is sufficient stock of petrol, diesel, kerosene and 
LPG across the Union Territory.

Talking to reporters outside the Assembly complex 
here, Sharma, as per the news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), said, “Petrol stocks are currently suf-
ficient for seven days in Jammu and 20 days in Kashmir. 
The higher stock in Kashmir is due to greater 
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Modi Urges.....
collective handling of the COVID-19 pan-

demic, he said close Centre-State cooperation 
remains the country’s strongest asset in navi-
gating external shocks.

Highlighting that the situation remains 
fluid, Modi said an inter-ministerial group has 
been monitoring developments on a daily basis 
and taking timely decisions. He outlined key 
priorities, including maintaining economic and 
trade stability, ensuring energy security, pro-
tecting citizens’ interests and strengthening 
supply chains.

He urged States to ensure smooth function-
ing of supply systems and take strict action 
against hoarding and profiteering, while direct-
ing them to activate control rooms at State and 
district levels to maintain administrative alert-
ness. He also called for advance planning in 
agriculture, particularly in fertiliser manage-
ment, to prevent any hardship for farmers 
during the upcoming Kharif season.

Cautioning against misinformation, the Prime 
Minister emphasised the need for timely dis-
semination of accurate information to prevent 
panic, and advised vigilance against cyber frauds 
and fake agents. States with citizens in West 
Asia were asked to activate helplines and estab-
lish support mechanisms for affected families.

Modi also underscored the importance of 
long-term preparedness, urging States to accel-
erate efforts in alternative energy, including 
solar power, biofuels and electric mobility, 
alongside expanding piped natural gas infra-
structure and domestic oil and gas exploration.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said the 
Centre has taken proactive steps to shield citi-
zens, including ensuring LPG availability and 
reducing excise duty on petrol and diesel. 
Cabinet Secretary T. V. Somanathan presented 
an overview of the situation and outlined mea-
sures for States.

Chief Ministers appreciated the Centre’s 
response and expressed confidence that essen-
tial supplies remain stable. They welcomed the 
reduction in fuel excise duty and the increase 
in commercial LPG allocation, and reaffirmed 
their commitment to work in close coordination 
with the Centre to manage the evolving situa-
tion.

Omar Abdullah.....
Iran, while global discussions continue to 

revolve around strategic concerns such as oil 
routes and geopolitical interests.

He said the crisis has begun to impact India 
directly, with several Indian nationals, includ-
ing those from Jammu and Kashmir, stranded 
in Iran. He also pointed to visible signs of distress 
at home, including long queues at petrol pumps 
and growing public anxiety.

“As representatives of the people, we have 
every right to raise our concerns in this House,” 
he said, adding that while the Assembly may 
not be able to halt the war, India is well placed 
to play a constructive role in de-escalation.

Referring to India’s relations with countries 
such as the United States, Israel and Iran, the 
Chief Minister expressed confidence in the 
Centre’s ability to engage effectively and urged 
that these ties be used to push for an early 
resolution.

He condemned what he described as an 
“unjust and illegal war imposed on Iran” and 
expressed condolences for those who have lost 
their lives, including individuals close to Iran’s 
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.

Stressing the urgency of the situation, Abdul-
lah said ending the conflict at the earliest would 
help reduce human suffering and restore stabil-
ity. “It is not any one religion that is being killed 
— it is humanity that is being killed,” he said, 
appealing for immediate action.

He also expressed confidence that the Jammu 
and Kashmir Legislative Assembly would sup-
port any effort by the Government of India 
aimed at contributing to peace and bringing 
the conflict to an end.

Border Students.....
Officials said the programme is designed to 

broaden the understanding of children from 
border villages by familiarising them with the 
country’s social and cultural fabric, while instill-
ing a sense of inclusion and aspiration.

The itinerary includes visits to Poonch, 
Rajouri, Jammu and Srinagar, where the students 
experienced urban settings, visited key institu-
tions including the Air Force Station in Jammu, 
and gained insights into the Army’s way of life. 
The tour also marked several first-time experi-
ences for the students, including rail travel to 
Srinagar and exposure to modern urban infra-
structure.

Fuel Relief.....
per litre on diesel and Rs. 29.5 per litre on 

aviation turbine fuel—to ensure adequate 
domestic availability and stabilize supplies 
within the country.

Describing the intervention as “visionary,” 
Sinha said the decisions would help maintain 
affordability, curb price escalation, and place 
India’s interests at the forefront. “While global 
markets remain in turmoil, our citizens are 
shielded and secure,” he added, expressing 
gratitude to the Prime Minister for prioritizing 
public welfare.

Runway Works.....
April 6 to July 31.
At present, the airport handles around 60 

flight movements daily, with operations run-

ning between 8 am and 10 pm. With the revised 
schedule, flights will be confined to a shorter 
window, requiring airlines to realign their 
operations accordingly.

The AAI said that despite the reduction in 
watch hours, flight movements are expected 
to increase in line with the summer schedule 
approved by the Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation, with carriers likely to optimise their 
services within the available timeframe.

Reaffirming its commitment to safe and 
efficient operations, the AAI advised passengers 
to stay updated through official channels and 
avoid relying on unverified information while 
planning their travel.

Seven Killed.....
launching intensive operations to clear the 

debris and locate those feared trapped. Efforts 
were ongoing late into the evening amid chal-
lenging conditions.

Union Minister Jitendra Singh confirmed the 
deaths, expressing grief over the tragedy. He 
said all necessary assistance is being extended 
to the injured and affected families.

Authorities in Ladakh said senior officials 
had been directed to reach the site and oversee 
rescue and relief measures, while all concerned 
agencies were put on high alert. The situation 
is being closely monitored as concerns persist 
over further avalanches in the region.

NIA Gets 45.....
with “radical material” retrieved from their 

digital devices. An expert from Jamia Millia 
Islamia has been engaged to analyse the content, 
which reportedly includes material in Arabic 
suspected to promote extremist ideology and 
provide guidance on assembling explosives.

Investigators have also identified WhatsApp 
groups linked to the accused, including one 
associated with Ansar Gazwat ul Hind, and are 
working to trace its members and handlers. 
Technical surveillance and legal interception 
of communications are being used to establish 
links within the network.

According to the probe, the blast was carried 
out using an explosives-laden Hyundai i20 
driven by Dr Umar-un-Nabi, who died in the 
explosion. The vehicle was allegedly procured 
by Amir Rashid Mir.

The NIA has named several others in the case, 
including Jasir Bilal Wani, accused of testing 
explosives; Mufti Irfan Ahmad Wagay, alleged 
to have radicalised youths; and Dr Muzamil 
Shakeel Ganie and Dr Adeel Ahmad Rather, 
accused of arranging logistics and materials 
used in the attack.

Another accused, Dr Shaheen Saeed, is alleged 
to have provided financial and logistical support 
to the group.

The agency said the investigation is ongoing, 
focusing on uncovering financial trails, digital 
footprints and the full extent of the conspiracy 
behind the attack.

CS finalises......
& Sports; IGP Security; IG Traffic; Deputy 

Commissioner and SSP Jammu; Managing 
Director, JKTDC; Director Tourism, Jammu, and 
other senior officers.

During the meeting, the Chief Secretary 
sensitized the officers about the importance of 
ensuring international-standard arrangements 
for the marathon, emphasizing that it is the 
first event of its kind in Jammu. He directed all 
departments to thoroughly review their prep-
arations to eliminate any possible gaps on the 
day of the event.

Taking stock of departmental readiness, the 
Chief Secretary sought detailed inputs from 
each Administrative Secretary regarding their 
respective roles. He stressed the need to make 
the marathon a spectacular event in every sense 
and envisioned it as an annual feature for 
Jammu, on the lines of the Kashmir Marathon.

He also underscored the necessity of consti-
tuting a permanent Steering Committee under 
the chairmanship of the Additional Chief Sec-
retary, Tourism. The committee will include 
Commissioner Secretary, Youth Services & 
Sports; Divisional Commissioners; IGP Traffic; 
Directors of Tourism, along with Chewang 
Motup, acknowledging his pivotal role in con-
ceptualizing and organizing these interna-
tional events here. The committee will be tasked 
with scheduling and promoting these events 
annually to facilitate greater participation from 
national and international runners.

The Chief Secretary further emphasized 
announcing event dates well in advance to 
enable international participants to plan their 
travel. He called for popularizing such events 
to maximize participation and position Jammu 
& Kashmir as a premier destination for marathon 
tourism.

He reviewed key aspects including route 
sanitization, traffic management, medical 
preparedness, and deployment of volunteers 
to ensure smooth conduct of the event. He 
directed that routes for different race categories 
should not overlap and must be fit and safe for 
runners.

Additional Chief Secretary, Tourism, Dr. Ash-
ish Chandra Verma, briefed the meeting on 
preparations and expected participation in the 
‘Jammu Marathon 2026’. He informed that 
around 4,000 runners are expected to partici-
pate, with on-spot registrations also being 
facilitated.

Director Tourism, Jammu, Vikas Gupta, gave 
a detailed presentation on the arrangements 
made by various departments. He informed 
that 3,663 participants, including 91 interna-

tional runners, have already registered for these 
events.

The marathon will be held on March 29, 2026, 
starting at sunrise from M A Stadium. The event 
will feature three race categories including Half 
Marathon (21 km), 10 km Fitness Run, and 5 
km Fun Run.

It was revealed that separate prize categories 
have been earmarked for men and women, 
along with special prizes for local participants. 
A total prize pool of Rs. 1.33 Cr will be distrib-
uted among the winners.

In the Half Marathon (21 km), prize money 
includes Rs. 15 lakh for first place, Rs. 10 lakh 
for second, Rs. 7 lakh for third, Rs. 3 lakh for 
fourth, and Rs. 2 lakh for fifth position. In the 
10 km Fitness Run, winners will receive Rs. 5 
lakh, Rs. 4 lakh, Rs. 3 lakh, Rs. 2 lakh, and Rs. 1 
lakh respectively. In the 5 km Fun Run, prizes 
range from Rs. 1 lakh for first place to Rs. 15,000 
for the fifth position.

The meeting was also apprised of the detailed 
race routes, all starting and culminating at M 
A Stadium, with designated turnaround points 
for each category. Roles and responsibilities of 
departments were outlined, including support 
from volunteers drawn from Scouts & Guides 
and students of Higher and School Education 
institutions.

Don’t panic.....
storage capacity in the Valley.”
“For diesel availability stands at 14 days in 

Jammu and 23 days in Kashmir. Kerosene stocks 
are the most stable, with availability for 37 days 
in Jammu and 38 days in Kashmir,” he said.

On LPG, he said stocks are available for 10 
days in Jammu and 18 days in Kashmir, adding 
that supply chains are active and replenishment 
is ongoing. He said supply of fuel is continuing 
smoothly across the Union Territory.

Reassuring the public, the minister said there 
is “no need to worry,” as supplies are being 
maintained and monitored regularly.

“The stock position is adequate across Jammu 
and Kashmir,” he said.

However, responding to questions on black 
marketing of LPG cylinders, Sharma said those 
involved would face strict consequences. “Such 
people will not be forgiven. They are acting 
against the public and should be ashamed,” he 
said, adding that some individuals have already 
been identified.

Sharma said that two to three people may 
face termination, while the government is also 
considering cancellation of certain licenses, 
subject to completion of legal procedures. “We 
cannot disclose names at this stage as it may 
alert others,” he added.

On supply augmentation, Sharma said the 
government has formally approached the Cen-
tre to increase fuel supply capacity. “We 
demanded a 50 percent increase for commer-
cial supply; about 30 percent has been approved 
so far and we expect further enhancement,” he 
said, adding that official communications were 
sent on priority.

The Minister also referred to recent discus-
sions with central leadership, saying “positive 
developments” are expected following meetings 
in Delhi.

Sharma said that Akhnoor may become a 
new district soon—(KNO)

Govt Will......
He added that Media, being called as the 

fourth pillar of democracy, has a great respon-
sibility and urged the media professionals to 
follow their conscience and act responsibly, 
adding that no law can work effectively with-
out self-discipline and ethical conduct.

The Deputy Chief Minister expressed grati-
tude to the members for participation in the 
debate and raising significant issues concern-
ing ethical information dissemination by the 
media.

Minister for Youth Services and Sports,  Satish 
Sharma, while speaking during the discussion, 
emphasized that genuine and responsible media 
practitioners should be encouraged and pro-
moted. He stressed that those involved in 
spreading fake news, misinformation and 
disinformation must face exemplary punish-
ment in order to uphold credibility in the media 
space.

Earlier, the House witnessed a broad consen-
sus across party lines on the need to curb fake 
news and misinformation, with members 
calling for stronger measures while safeguard-
ing freedom of speech and expression.

MLA, Ranbir Singh Pathania, while initiating 
the discussion on tackling fake news and mis-
information in Jammu & Kashmir, said that 
while freedom of speech is a fundamental right, 
it must be protected from being misinter-
preted and misused. He called for a robust 
regulatory framework, proposing a 36-hour 
takedown mechanism, clear district-level 
definitions of fake news, and effective correc-
tive measures.

Highlighting the rise of unregulated digital 
platforms, particularly on Facebook and Insta-
gram, he stressed the need for mandatory 
registration and regulatory oversight.

Pathania also advocated for a UT-level Fact 
Check Unit (FCU) and grievance redressal sys-
tems on social media platforms. Citing global 
frameworks like the Online Safety Act and the 
Digital Services Act, along with measures in 
Singapore and Indian states like Karnataka and 
Madhya Pradesh, he stressed on adopting the 
best practices in J&K.

He proposed a multi-pronged approach, 
including an FCU, stakeholder involvement, 

citizen reporting mechanisms, coordina-
tion with national initiatives, timely clar-
ifications and defined takedown timelines.

Pathania emphasized that the key chal-
lenge is ensuring accountability while 
addressing impunity, reiterating the need 
for a balanced framework to curb misin-
formation while safeguarding democrat-
ic values.

MLA, Dr. Bashir Ahmad Shah Veeri 
stated that in the present times, misinfor-
mation has taken deep roots and is impact-
ing almost every aspect of public life. He 
cautioned that if not curbed in a timely 
manner, it could have serious consequenc-
es for society and governance.

He emphasized that all stakeholders 
must play a constructive role and urged 
that accountability must be clearly fixed, 
expressing hope that the government will 
take effective steps in this regard to ensure 
responsible communication and curb the 
spread of misinformation.

MLA, Iftikhar Ahmad said that the media 
has an important role to play in society, 
and while many are doing commendable 
work, some elements are unfortunately 
indulging in the spread of fake news. He 
stressed the need for a clear policy frame-
work, suggesting that minimum qualifica-
tions and standards be prescribed for 
individuals practicing journalism to uphold 
credibility and professionalism.

MLA, Sajjad Shaheen also stated that 
there should be minimum qualification 
criteria for individuals engaged in media 
and information dissemination and the 
space should not be a free-for-all. He 
emphasized that unverified and mislead-
ing content must be effectively restricted, 
calling for proper regulation to determine 
eligibility and accountability of those 
operating in the digital and media space.

MLA Khurshied Ahmed in his address 
said that the media forms the fourth pillar 
of democracy and lauded those who are 
performing their duties responsibly for 
the benefit of society.

He, however, noted that certain elements 
indulge in spreading fake news and 
stressed that strict provisions should be 
put in place to take such elements to task, 
including the imposition of appropriate 
penalties to ensure accountability and 
deter misinformation.

MLA Pawan Gupta, while speaking on 
the occasion, raised concerns over sev-
eral media outlets and channels operating 
without proper authorization from the 
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 
He noted that many platforms function 
without requisite licenses, underscoring 
the need for strict regulatory measures to 
tackle the spread of fake news.

MLA Nazir Ahmad Khan (Gurezi) stated 
that with the ease of creating channels 
and digital portals, individuals are increas-
ingly entering the information space with-
out adequate regulation. He cautioned 
that once a person’s image is tarnished 
through false or misleading information, 
it becomes extremely difficult to restore, 
highlighting the serious consequences of 
fake news.

He pointed out that there is a lack of 
comprehensive legal provisions to regulate 
such channels and platforms, while strong-
ly advocating for enacting a robust law to 
effectively tackle this growing menace.

MLA Rafiq Ahmad Naik suggested that 
there should be strict legal provisions to 
effectively curb the spread of fake news 
and misinformation. He observed that 
people today are well aware and informed 
and therefore emphasized the need for 
responsible dissemination of information, 
cautioning against the misuse of digital 
platforms for misleading narratives.

MLA Nizam-ud-din Bhat observed that 

the media landscape has undergone a 
significant evolution, bringing both the 
opportunities and challenges in the dis-
semination of information.

He noted that the rise of provocative 
content and instances of defamation has 
become a matter of concern, stressing that 
if society is to be kept informed through 
accurate and factual information for the 
collective good, it is essential to ensure 
that this right is not infringed upon.

Bhat added that legal provisions already 
exist and emphasized the need for their 
effective implementation to safeguard 
truth and accountability in the media 
space.

He further remarked that the issue is 
fundamentally one of ethics, urging all 
stakeholders to adhere to responsible 
practices and uphold the integrity of infor-
mation dissemination.

MLA Dr.Rameshwar Singh stated that 
while there are many responsible media 
professionals, there are also individuals 
without requisite qualifications who 
indulge in defamation and tarnishing of 
reputations. He stressed the need for 
regulatory oversight and accountability, 
suggesting that a proper system be put in 
place to verify credentials and curb such 
practices.

MLA,  Dr.Sajjad Shafi, while speaking 
during the discussion, emphasized that 
there should be a minimum educational 
qualification for individuals entering jour-
nalism to ensure responsible reporting in 
the interest of society. He hailed the role 
of professional media persons but also 
stated that some fake media  persons 
indulge in black mailing.

He noted that members across party 
lines are in agreement on the need for a 
law to regulate the sector and curb the 
spread of fake news, reflecting a shared 
commitment towards accountability and 
responsible media practices.

MLA Saif-ud-Din Bhat stated that while 
many journalists are doing commendable 
work, there are some who unfortunately 
indulge in the spread of fake news. He 
emphasized the need to distinguish 
responsible journalism from misinforma-
tion, and called for measures to uphold 
credibility and accountability in the media 
space.

MLA Pirzada Farooq Ahmad Shah stat-
ed that the media has a crucial role in 
holding the government accountable and 
strengthening democratic institutions.

He clarified that the intent is not to 
target genuine media houses but stressed 
the need for a proper regulatory mecha-
nism to ensure accountability. He further 
suggested that District Development Com-
missioners be authorized to monitor and 
oversee media activities at the local level, 
so that responsibility can be clearly fixed 
on those misusing the platform.

MLA Sham Lal Sharma observed that 
professional ethics and values in the media 
space are witnessing a decline, stressing 
the need to uphold the rule of law.

He noted that while laws and monitor-
ing mechanisms already exist, there is a 
need for the Government to be more pro-
active in their implementation. He urged 
to put in place  suitable mechanism at 
District level to curb misuse of social media 
and to check fake news.

Sharma further suggested the formation 
of a House committee, in coordination 
with  Accredited media representatives, 
to strengthen oversight and ensure adher-
ence to ethical standards and account-
ability in the dissemination of information.

MLA Aga Syed Muntazir Mehdi stated 
that the State must effectively perform its 
duties to ensure that laws are implement-
ed in letter and spirit.
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Handicrafts & Handloom Dept Kmr to 
introduce SEM-based testing at Pashmina Lab

��    Major step towards precise fibre analysis
��    03 addl HR Digital Microscopes procured to enhance testing rate

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, MAR 27: In a major 
boost to position the Pashmina 
Testing and Quality Certification 
Centre (PTQCC) as a centre of 
excellence in fibre analysis, the 
Directorate of Handicrafts and 
Handloom, Kashmir, has pro-
cured a high-end Scanning Elec-
tron Microscope (SEM).

This initiative aims to achieve 
global standards in GI testing and 
certification of Pashmina and 
other handwoven products.

Apart from this, the depart-
ment has procured three High-
Resolution Digital Microscopes 
for PTQCC, the Carpet Labora-
tory at IICT, and the newly estab-
lished Quality Control Labora-
tory. These additions are 
expected to enhance testing 
capacity, reduce waiting times, 
and address long-standing 
demands of GI-authorised users, 
business stakeholders, and the 
artisan community.

According to the press state-

ment issued by a spokesman of 
the Directorate of Handicrafts & 
Handloom, Kashmir, SEM-based 
testing will further improve pre-
cise fibre analysis and facilitate 
accurate differentiation between 
genuine Pashmina and other 
fibres. “This advancement will 
help safeguard the authenticity 

of pure Pashmina products and 
protect artisans and traders from 
misrepresentation and cheap 
counterfeit goods marketed 
under the guise of genuine hand-
made products from Kashmir”, 
he said, while thanking the Tex-
tiles Ministry for its whole-heart-
ed support in strengthening 

infrastructure at its testing labs.
Procured under the ‘Technol-

ogy Support’ component of the 
National Handicrafts Develop-
ment Programme of the Ministry 
of Textiles, the introduction of 
SEM will further strengthen the 
authenticity, quality assurance 
and global credibility of Kashmir’s 

finest textile heritage, particu-
larly Pashmina and Kani Shawls. 
“The new equipment would also 
allow testing of various organic 
and inorganic materials at the 
lab,” he said. Similarly, the intro-
duction of High-Resolution Digi-
tal Microscopes across PTQCC, 
IICT, and Quality Control Labora-
tories will significantly increase 
testing throughput and further 
reduce turnaround time, which 
has been a major demand of GI 
Authorized Users as well as the 
artisan community.

Kashmir currently has fifteen 
(15) GI-registered crafts, includ-
ing high-value hand-knotted 
carpets, Pashmina, Kani, Tweed, 
Sozni embroidery, Chainstitch, 
Wagguv, Gabba, and Namda, 
along with non-textile crafts such 
as Walnut Wood Carving and 
Papier Mâché. “Documentation 
for six additional crafts has been 
prepared and is expected to be 
submitted to the GI Registry, 
Chennai, for registration in the 
near future,” he added.

Cultural Academy Playing Key Role in 
Connecting Youth with Theatre

Mehboob Cultural Society Baramulla stages impactful play
“Miyoun Kyah Soncho” on World Theatre Day

�� JAMEEL ANSARI

BARAMULLA, MAR 27: On the 
occasion of World Theatre Day, the 
Jammu & Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages organised a 
special programme at the auditorium 
of St. Joseph’s Higher Secondary 
School, Baramulla. 

As part of the celebrations, Meh-
boob Cultural Society Baramulla 
staged the theatre play “Miyoun Kyah 
Soncho”, written by noted playwright 
and President of Adbi Markaz Kamraz, 
Momammad Amin Bhat.

The play was widely appreciated 
by the audience for its powerful por-
trayal of the struggles faced by a com-
mon man in everyday life, highlight-
ing social issues and exploring 
possible solutions. The performers 
brought the narrative to life through 
compelling and natural acting, effec-
tively conveying the core message of 
the play.

The cast included Ghulam-ud-Din 
Bahar, Shabir Ahmad Hakak, Ashraf 
Nago, Jaffar Bin Bashir, Mohammad 
Muttqi, Mujeeb Javed, Faizan Hameed, 
Sahil Ahmad, Ms. Sanam, Zain Bin 
Riyaz, Mohammad Hamza, Uzair 
Javaid, Mohammad Haziq, Rehan 
Khurshid, Mir Salik, G.A.Waza, G.M. 
Mahir, Muzaffar Ahmad Bhat, Bashir 
Ahmad Bhat and Hafeez Gul, whose 
performances were highly appreci-
ated by the audience.

Among those present on the occa-
sion were DySP Operations Baram-
ulla Yaser Farooq, DySP Operations 

Uri Syed Abid, Prof. Irshad Ahmad 
Wani, political leader Mohammad 
Rafiq Rather, Abdul Khaliq Shams, 
Rashid Roshan, Zamir Ansari, Aqeel 
Ashraf, General Secretary Baramulla 
Writers Forum Mushtaq Karmani, 
Ashfaq Ahmad Shah, Advocate 
Maroof, Chairman Human Aid Soci-
ety Bashir Ahmad Mir, Majrooh Kash-
miri, Dr. Manzoor Ahmad, represen-
tatives of Cultural Academy Jameel 
Ansari and Mohammad Ashraf Najar, 
Majid Ganaie (Promote Kashmir), 
media persons including Sheikh 
Dawood (DDK), Anzar Mehjo (Voice 
TV), and a large number of local citi-
zens.

Speaking on the occasion, play-
wright Mohammad Amin Bhat said 
that theatre is a powerful medium to 
reflect society, and through this play, 
an earnest effort has been made to 
highlight the issues and emotions of 

the common people. He expressed 
gratitude to the Cultural Academy, 
the Principal of St. Joseph’s School, 
the teaching staff, and all those who 
contributed to making the pro-
gramme a success.

Principal of St. Joseph’s Higher Sec-
ondary School, Suresh Britto, 
expressed his happiness over hosting 
such a programme for the first time 
in the institution. He appreciated the 
outstanding performances by the 
young artists and expressed hope 
that more such literary and cultural 
events would be organised in the 
future, with the school actively sup-
porting such initiatives.

The proceedings of the event were 
conducted by former SSP and senior 
member of the society, Tameel Bashir. 

A large number of students from 
the school attended the programme 
and appreciated the performance.

KU marks World
Glacier, Water Days with 
conference on climate 

and cryosphere
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR MAR 27: The Centre of Excellence 
for Glacial Studies in the Western Himalaya, Uni-
versity of Kashmir (KU), organised a one-day 
conference to mark World Day for Glaciers 2026 
and World Water Day 2026, along with a workshop 
on glacier and weather monitoring systems at the 
Main Campus.

Organised under the RUSA programme, in col-
laboration with the Department of Geoinformatics 
KU, Islamic University of Science and Technology 

(IUST), Indian Society of Geomatics (Kashmir Chap-
ter), Indian Meteorological Society (Srinagar Chap-
ter) and Campbell Scientific India Pvt. Ltd., the event 
focused on glacier dynamics, water security and 
climate-related challenges in the Himalayan region.

Speaking on the occasion, Vice-Chancellor KU, 
Prof. Nilofer Khan, emphasised the need for inter-
disciplinary research in addressing emerging water 
challenges. “Understanding glacier systems and 
their response to climate variability is essential for 
informed decision-making on water resources. 
Collaborative research and sustained monitoring 
are key to addressing these concerns,” she said.

Vice-Chancellor, IUST, Prof. Shakil Ahmad 
Romshoo, who is also the Principal Investigator of 
National Himalayan Cryospheric Research Lab KU, 
in his keynote address, highlighted the role of glaciers 
in sustaining regional water security and discussed 
the challenges associated with glacier mass balance, 
melt dynamics and cryosphere processes.

Advisor/Scientist ‘G’, Department of Science and 
Technology (GoI), Dr. Nisha Mendiratta, underscored 
the urgency of addressing global warming and 
stressed the need for strengthening glacier monitor-
ing systems and advancing cryosphere research 
initiatives in the country.

Dean Research KU, Prof. Mohammad Sultan Bhat, 
and Registrar KU, Prof. Naseer Iqbal, in their remarks, 
highlighted the importance of such initiatives in 
enhancing scientific understanding of glacier–climate 
interactions and their implications for long-term water 
resource management in the region. Anuj Sharma, 
Managing Director, Campbell Scientific India, high-
lighted the importance of advanced glacier and weath-
er monitoring technologies in generating reliable data 
for hydro-meteorological processes.

Earlier, in his welcome address, Dr. Khalid Omar 
Murtaza, Co-Principal Investigator of the Centre, 
outlined the objectives of the conference and the 
need for continued research and collaboration in 
glaciology and related fields.

The conference featured technical sessions, includ-
ing demonstrations and hands-on exposure to 
glacier and weather monitoring systems. Experts 
also deliberated on issues related to climate change, 
hydro-meteorological processes and technological 
interventions for data generation. The event was 
attended by Deans, Heads of Departments, faculty 
members, researchers, technical experts from govern-
ment agencies and students from KU and IUST.

The programme concluded with a vote of thanks 
delivered by Dr. Sarah Qazi, Co-Principal Investiga-
tor, Centre of Excellence for Glacial Studies KU.

PTM held in schools 
across Ganderbal district

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL, MAR 27: In a resolute stride towards 
the *Year 2026: Academic Excellence* , schools across 
*District Ganderbal* today witnessed an inspiring 
confluence of minds as *Parent-Teacher Meetings* 
(PTMs) were conducted with great enthusiasm and 
purpose. The occasion stood as a testament to the 
enduring belief that the *synergy between home 
and school* forms the cornerstone of true educa-
tional transformation.

Parents thronged institutions from far and wide, 
reflecting a collective commitment towards nurtur-
ing young minds. The gatherings transcended 
routine interaction, evolving into meaningful dia-

logues centered on academic growth, moral ground-
ing, and the *holistic development of students.*

Adding grace to the initiative, the *Director School 
Education Kashmir joined virtually* with a far-flung 
school of *Zone Kangan, reaffirming the depart-
ment’s unwavering focus on inclusivity and outreach 
to the remotest corners.* His interaction with parents 
and teachers underscored the shared vision of fos-
tering excellence through collaboration.

The *Chief Education Officer Ganderbal* actively 
participated in multiple PTMs across the district, 
engaging with stakeholders and emphasizing the 
vital role of parental involvement in shaping the 
educational journey of children.

These district-wide engagements echo a profound 
philosophy: education flourishes best when the warmth 
of home complements the discipline of school. The 
initiative marks a significant step in strengthening 
this partnership, ensuring that every child is guided 
with care, purpose, and opportunity.

SKUAST-K Distributes Agri Inputs, Tribal Farmers Empowered with Eco-Friendly Farming Techniques
�� DR.AB QAYOOM 

KUPWARA, MAR 27: 
Sher-e-Kashmir University of 
Agricultural Sciences and Tech-
nology of Kashmir (SKUAST-K) 
organized an outreach 
programme on eco-friendly 
pest management at Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Kupwara 
on Thursday, aiming to 
promote sustainable agricul-
tural practices among tribal 
farmers.The programme was 
conducted under the All India 
Coordinated Research Project 
on Biological Control of Crop 
Pests (AICRP-BC), Division of 
Entomology, Faculty of 

Horticulture, SKUAST-K 
Shalimar, with support from 
ICAR–National Bureau of 
Agricultural Insect Resources 
(ICAR-NBAIR), Bengaluru.

Prof. Rahiaina Habib Kanth, 
Director Extension, SKUAST-K, 
who attended the event as 
Chief Guest, emphasized the 
importance of environmentally 
safe and sustainable pest 
management practices in 
enhancing crop productivity 
and ensuring long-term soil 
health.

Dr. Akhtar Ali Khan, 
Professor & Head, Division of 
Entomology, and Dr. G. M. Bhat, 
Professor & Head, KVK 

Kupwara, also addressed the 
gathering. They encouraged 
farmers to adopt integrated 
pest management (IPM) 
techniques, highlighting their 
effectiveness in reducing 
dependency on chemical 
pesticides while improving 
crop quality.

During the technical 
sessions, Dr. Sajad Mohi-ud-
Din, Principal Investigator, and 
Dr. Mudasir Gani, Co-Principal 
Investigator, provided detailed 
insights into pest management 
strategies for key crops 
including pulses, maize, and 
apple. The experts laid special 
focus on biological control 

methods as a sustainable 
alternative to conventional 
practices.As part of the Tribal 
Sub-Plan initiative of ICAR-
NBAIR, essential agricultural 
inputs such as rajmash seeds, 
vermicompost, pheromone 
traps, and neem oil were 
distributed among participat-
ing tribal farmers to support 
eco-friendly farming.The 
programme concluded with an 
interactive session, where 
farmers shared their experi-
ences and appreciated 
SKUAST-K’s efforts in promot-
ing sustainable and environ-
mentally responsible agricul-
ture in the area.
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Div Com Kashmir reviews preparations 
for Chintan Shivir in Srinagar

Emphasizes on inter-departmental coordination for successful conduct of mega event
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, MARCH 27: 
Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, 
Anshul Garg, on Friday chaired a 
high-level meeting to review 
arrangements for the upcoming 
Chintan Shivir being organized 
by the Ministry of Women and 
Child Development, Government 
of India, under the Poshan Abhiyaan 
Department.

The two-day event is expected 
to witness participation from Union 
Ministers, Ministers from various 
States and Union Territories, senior 
administrative officials including 
Secretaries and Directors, officers 
from the Jammu & Kashmir 
Administration, policymakers, 
domain experts, and representatives 
from key institutions.

The Chintan Shivir aims to serve 
as a collaborative platform for 
dialogue, innovation, and strategic 
planning in the Women and Child 
Development sector. The 
deliberations are expected to 
contribute significantly towards 

strengthening governance 
frameworks and promoting 
sustainable development.

During the meeting, the 
Divisional Commissioner 
conducted a comprehensive 
review of arrangements at the 
Sher-i-Kashmir International 
Convention Centre (SKICC), the 
designated venue for the event. 
He assessed the roles and 
responsibilities of various 
departments and agencies, 
including Civil Aviation and 
Airport Authorities, CISF, 
Hospitality and Protocol, 
Information, Transport (RTO), 
State Motor Garages, Police 
(Security and Traffic), District 
Administrations of Srinagar and 
Budgam, Fire and Emergency 
Services, Health, Floriculture, 
Tourism, Cultural Organizations, 
and the Cable Car Corporation.

Emphasizing the importance 
of seamless coordination, the 
Divisional Commissioner directed 
all departments to designate nodal 
officers to ensure efficient 

communication and adherence to 
protocol. He stressed the need for 

meticulous security arrangements 
for visiting dignitaries, proper 

allocation of transport facilities, 
and the successful organization 
of a cultural program.

The Tourism Department was 
instructed to arrange cruise rides 
in Dal Lake and prepare a detailed 
itinerary for visits to prominent 
gardens. Directions were also issued 
for the deployment of magistrates 
at the airport and event venue to 
ensure smooth operations.

Highlighting the importance 
of coordinated efforts, the Divisional 
Commissioner underscored the 
need for close inter-departmental 
collaboration to ensure the smooth 
and hassle-free & successful 
conduct of the event. The Senior 
Superintendent of Police (Traffic), 
Srinagar, was specifically directed 
to ensure effective traffic 
management during VIP 
movements.

The meeting was attended 
by the Deputy Commissioners 
of Srinagar and Budgam, along 
with senior officials and Divisional 
Level  heads of all concerned 
departments.

Digital push to Agriculture: DC 
Kishtwar gives away CSC IT material 

to 55 Krishi Udhyamis
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

KISHTWAR, MARCH 27: Agriculture Department 
Kishtwar, in collaboration with the Common Service 
Centre (CSC), today organized a comprehensive training 
programme for Krishi Udamis associated with Kisan 
Khidmat Ghars (KKGs).

 The participants were also provided - CSC IT 
material at the event held in the Conference Hall, DC 
Complex.   Deputy Commissioner Pankaj Kumar 
Sharma attended as the Chief Guest.

The programme was organized with the primary 
objective of strengthening the operational capacity, 
digital outreach and service delivery mechanism of 
Kisan Khidmat Ghars in the district. The training 
programme was conducted under the supervision 
of Chief Agriculture Officer Kushal Chandel and District 
Manager CSC Suman Kapoor.

The event witnessed enthusiastic participation 
from a large number of Krishi Udhyamis, who are 
instrumental in providing modern agricultural services 
at the grassroots level.

During the programme, CSC IT materials were 
distributed among   55 Krishi Udhyamis to equip 
them with the necessary infrastructure for delivering 
digital and advisory services efficiently. The initiative 
is expected to significantly enhance the functioning 
of KKGs and enable them to serve as effective hubs 
for farmer-centric services.

The training sessions covered a wide range of 
relevant and emerging topics aimed at empowering 
the participants with digital tools and knowledge. 
These included introduction to AI-based solutions 
for youth empowerment and service delivery, enabling 
Krishi Udamis to adopt innovative approaches in 
agriculture and allied sectors and awareness regarding 
legal assistance services available through digital 
platforms, facilitating easy access to legal aid for 
rural communities.

Further, the sessions included detailed orientation 
on Government-to-Citizen, Government-to-Business 
and Business-to-Citizen services being delivered 
through CSCs, enhancing service accessibility at the 
village level and use of tele-consultation services for 
obtaining expert agricultural advice from Krishi 
Vigyan Kendras, thereby improving decision-making 
and productivity among farmers.

The programme emphasized the importance of 
leveraging digital platforms and modern technologies 
to improve transparency, efficiency and accessibility 
of services in the agriculture sector. The Krishi Udamis 
were encouraged to actively utilize the provided 
tools and knowledge to benefit the farming community.

Speaking on the occasion, the Deputy Commissioner 
highlighted the urgency of strengthening Kisan 
Khidmat Ghars. “It is a key step towards ensuring 
last-mile delivery of services and empowering farmers 
through timely information, advisory support and 
access to government schemes,” he added.

The event was attended by ADC Pawan Kotwal; 
DIO NIC Faizal Khan; Incharge KVK, besides other 
officers and concerned staff.

DC Ganderbal
reviews preparations for Shri 

Amarnath Ji Yatra-2026
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL, MAR 27: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Ganderbal, Jatin Kishore today chaired a 
comprehensive review meeting here to assess the 
preparedness of line departments for the forthcoming 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra (SANJY) 2026.

At the outset, the DC took a detailed review of 
the departmental action plans. He emphasized early 
tendering of works by the departments to ensure 
their timely completion for smooth and hassle-free 
conduct of the Yatra.

Threadbare discussions were held on various 
works under the Works Plan 2026. The DC directed 
all executing agencies to strictly adhere to timelines 
and ensure quality standards in all developmental 
and maintenance works along the Yatra route.

The meeting reviewed arrangements related to 
drinking water supply, road connectivity, sanitation, 
power supply, healthcare facilities, telecommunication 
services, disaster management preparedness, and 
public convenience measures. All departments 
concerned were directed to prioritize and expedite 
works that directly enhance the safety and overall 
experience of Yatris during SANJY-2026.

Special emphasis was laid on ensuring sufficient 
number of booking counters for SRTC vehicles, 
macdamization of internal links & roads in Baltal 
Base camp, adequate medical facilities, deployment 
of emergency response teams, and strengthening 
communication networks in shadow areas.

The DC also directed the officers and representatives 
of various executing agencies to submit lists of workers 
well in time to ensure timely verification well before 
the commencement of the Yatra.

Labour Department and other agencies were 
directed to commence the registration process of 
service providers including Ponywalas, palkiwalas, 
shop and tent operators on priority.

The DC stressed inter-departmental coordination 
and real-time monitoring of works to address 
bottlenecks promptly.

Among others, the meeting was attended by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, Chief Executive Officer Sonamarg 
Development Authority, Assistant Commissioner Revenue, 
Assistant Commissioner Panchayat, Divisional Forest 
Officer, Sindh Forest Division, Chief Medical Officer, 
Chief Animal Husbandry Officer, Executive Engineers 
of R&B, KPDCL, I&FC, and Jal Shakti, Dy.SP DAR, 
representatives from Fire & Emergency Services, Labour, 
FCS&CA, Transport Department, and other concerned 
departments as well as representatives of BEACON, and 
telecom companies.

DC Budgam chairs 45th NCORD meeting
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM, MARCH 27: The 45th 
District-Level NCORD (Narco 
Coordination) Committee meeting 
was today convened at the DC 
Office Budgam under the 
chairmanship of Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Budgam, Athar 
Aamir Khan, along with SSP Budgam 
Nikhil Borkar, to review the 
progress of ongoing anti-drug 
initiatives and to strategize further 
measures for achieving a drug-free 
Budgam.

The meeting was attended by 
ADC Budgam, all SDMs, ACP, CMO, 
Principals of Government Degree 
Colleges, DIO, DSWO, Medical 
Superintendent DH Budgam, 
Executive Officers of Municipal 
Committees, and other concerned 
officers.

At the outset, a comprehensive 
review of the action taken on 
decisions from the previous NCORD 
meeting was carried out.

Addressing the meeting, the 

DC reiterated that drug abuse 
is not merely a law enforcement 
issue but a serious social 
challenge impacting families 
and communities. He stressed 
that strict and decisive action 
must continue against drug 
peddlers, traffickers, and illegal 
cultivators, while ensuring a 
compassionate and supportive 
approach towards individuals 
battling addiction.

He emphasized the need for a 
multi-pronged strategy 
encompassing enforcement, 
deterrence, treatment, and mass 
awareness. All departments were 
directed to intensify efforts to 
eliminate narcotics cultivation and 
dismantle supply networks.

The DC underscored that 
roadsides, embankments, and 
Panchayat areas must remain free 
from cannabis and poppy cultivation 
through coordinated and sustained 
drives.

Reviewing enforcement 
measures, the DC directed that all 

chemist shops must ensure 100% 
CCTV coverage and adopt 
Computerized Billing Systems (CBS) 
to enhance transparency. He 
instructed the Drug Inspector to 
conduct regular inspections and 
ensure compliance, including 
availability of CCTV footage and 
billing records.

The Excise Department was 
directed to work in close 
coordination with Agriculture, 
Revenue, and Police departments 
for identification and destruction 
of illicit crops, along with 
registration of FIRs against 
violators.

To strengthen grassroots 
monitoring and awareness, the 
DC directed that monthly meetings 
be held in every Gram Panchayat 
to review the situation, spread 
awareness, and ensure community 
participation in the anti-drug 
campaign.

SDMs were asked to engage 
religious scholars and local 
stakeholders to promote awareness 

against substance abuse and 
encourage the concept of “Nasha-
Mukt Panchayats.”

The Rural Development 
Department was tasked with 
organizing special Gram Sabhas 
focused on drug abuse awareness, 
while the DSWO was directed to 
launch extensive IEC campaigns 
across rural and urban areas, 
including educational institutions.

The DC further directed that 
the Addiction Treatment Facility 
(ATF) at District Hospital Budgam 
must remain fully operational 
round-the-clock, and the Drug 
De-Addiction Centre be made fully 
functional for admitting and 
treating patients.

The DC directed the Employment 
Department to facilitate recovered 
victims of drug addiction in 
accessing self-employment 
opportunities under schemes such 
as Mission YUVA, PMEGP, and other 
livelihood programmes, enabling 
their reintegration into society 
with dignity.

He also instructed that all 
Government Degree Colleges in 
the district ensure installation of 
CCTV cameras within their 
campuses to strengthen monitoring 
and preventive measures.

The  DC stated that strict action 
will continue against all those 
involved in drug-related activities, 
while full support will be extended 
to victims seeking rehabilitation. 
He emphasised that the success 
of this campaign depends on 
collective efforts of government 
agencies, civil society, community 
leaders, educators, parents, and 
religious institutions.

On the occasion, SSP Budgam 
highlighted the need for installation 
of CCTV cameras at identified 
hotspots across the district and 
stressed the importance of 
coordinated action among 
departments.  He also emphasized 
focused counselling and 
rehabilitation of drug addiction 
victims through the Drug De-
Addiction Centre Budgam.

DC Pulwama reviews banking performance at DLRC meeting
Stresses priority sector lending, saturation of flagship schemes; launches Potential Linked Credit Plan

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA, MARCH 27: 
Deputy Commissioner, Pulwama, 
Dr Basharat Qayoom today 
chaired the District Level Review 
Committee (DLRC) meeting for 
the third quarter of the financial 
year 2025–26 at Circuit House, 
Pulwama, to review the 
performance of banks and the 
implementation of various 
financial inclusion and 
employment generation schemes 
in the district.At the outset, the 

Lead District Manager (LDM), 
Pulwama, presented a detailed 
overview of the district’s banking 
performance. The Chair was 
apprised that Pulwama recorded 
a year-on-year growth of 9.03 
percent in deposits and 12.19 
percent in advances, while the 
Credit–Deposit (CD) ratio 
increased by 3 percent. The 
district’s CD ratio at the end of 
the third quarter stood at 113.86 
percent.During the meeting, the 
DC reviewed bank-wise and 
sector-wise performance under 

the District Credit Plan (DCP). A 
detailed review of employment 
generation schemes, including 
Mission YUVA, PMEGP, PMFME, 
NRLM, HADP and PM 
Vishwakarma, was also 
conducted.The Chair stressed 
upon all banks and line 
departments to ensure timely 
sanctioning and disbursement 
of cases and to minimise 
pendency. He directed 
strengthening coordination 
among stakeholders to enhance 
credit linkage and maximise 

beneficiary coverage.The DC laid 
special emphasis on the 
implementation of social security 
schemes, including PMJDY, 
PMJJBY, PMSBY and APY. He 
directed banks to intensify 
enrolment drives to achieve 
saturation in a time-bound 
manner and ensure wider 
financial inclusion across all 
sections of society.Emphasising 
accountability, the DC directed 
all banks to improve their 
performance in priority sector 
lending and devise concrete 

strategies to meet the annual 
targets. He also instructed regular 
monitoring of bank-wise 
performance and improvement 
in credit flow to productive 
sectors.The DC further stressed 
enhancing financial literacy and 
awareness among the public and 
directed concerned institutions 
to conduct more outreach 
programmes, especially in rural 
and underserved areas.

On the occasion, the Deputy 
Commissioner also launched the 
Potential Linked Credit Plan for 

District Pulwama for the financial 
year 2026–27, aimed at providing 
a roadmap for credit planning 
and facilitating sector-wise 
growth in alignment with the 
district’s developmental 
priorities.Among others, the 
meeting was attended by Chief 
Planning Officer, Pulwama; Lead 
District Manager; representatives 
of RBI and NABARD; Cluster Head, 
J&K Bank; Director, RSETI; district 
officers of line departments; and 
representatives of various banks 
and other stakeholders.

DLRC-DCC meeting reviews performance of banks, 
financial inclusion initiatives in Doda District

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

DODA, MARCH 27: A meeting of 
the District Level Review Committee 
(DLRC) and District Consultative 
Committee (DCC) was held today in 
the Conference Hall of the DC Office 
Complex.  District Development 
Commissioner Krishan Lal chaired the 
meeting, witnessing detailed 
deliberations on key banking and 
financial inclusion initiatives, including 
sector-wise credit achievements under 
the Annual Credit Plan 2025–26, Credit-
Deposit (CD) ratio, flow of credit to 
priority sectors and progress under 
the Government-sponsored self-
employment schemes.

The Lead District Manager (LDM) 
presented a detailed PowerPoint 
presentation, highlighting the 
performance of banks and achievements 

under various credit-linked schemes, 
followed by in-depth discussions.

The Chair reviewed the performance 
of banks in deposits and advances, 
stressing the need to enhance the CD 
ratio of the district. Special emphasis 
was laid on increasing credit flow to 
priority sectors and weaker sections 
to ensure inclusive economic growth.

Progress under schemes such as 
Kisan Credit Card (KCC), Self Help 
Groups (SHGs), PMFME, Stand-Up India, 
Mudra and the social security initiatives 
was also reviewed.

Furthermore, special focus was 
laid on Mission YUVA, which aims to 
generate employment opportunities 
for youth in the Union Territory, along 
with strengthening credit support for 
agriculture and initiatives of KVIB.

Discussions were held on financial 
inclusion measures, including Aadhaar 

seeding for Direct Benefit Transfer 
(DBT), financial literacy initiatives and 
the role of banks in expanding outreach.

The meeting also assessed 
promotion of education loan schemes, 
support to Joint Liability Groups (JLGs) 
and progress under PM Kisan, including 
Aadhaar seeding and recovery in 
ineligible accounts. Performance of 
SBI RSETI and implementation of 
financial inclusion and social security 
campaigns were also reviewed.

The DDC directed the officers and 
banking institutions to work in close 
coordination, ensure timely disposal 
of cases, improve credit flow and 
achieve targets under various schemes 
for the overall development of the 
district. He stressed proactive 
monitoring and effective 
implementation of government 
initiatives at the grassroots level.
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MCC facility at SMGS Hospital boosts neonatal, perinatology 
services in Jammu region: Sakeena Itoo

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, MARCH 27: The newly 
established 243-bedded Maternal 
and Child Care (MCC) facility at 
SMGS Hospital Jammu has 
significantly improved the neonatal 
and perinatology services in Jammu 
region.

The vital utility has enhanced 
new-born care facilities, maternal 
health services besides reducing 
the waiting period for planned 
surgeries.

This was stated by Minister 
for Health and Medical Education, 
Sakeena Itoo, in the Legislative 
Assembly today while replying to 
a question of Legislator, Yudhvir 
Sethi regarding SMGS Hospital 
Jammu during question hour.

The Minister said that the SMGS 
Hospital, Jammu is a tertiary care 
hospital providing medical services 
in the specialties of Gynaecology 
and Obstetrics, Pediatrics, ENT, 
and Dermatology. She added that 
the hospital also caters to critically 
ill patients referred from peripheral 
hospitals of Jammu province for 

specialized treatment not available 
at those institutions.

The Health Minister said that 

the patients requiring MRI are 
referred to Government Medical 
College Hospital, Jammu, where 

the facility exists. She informed 
that under Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) initiative, the 
Indian Oil Corporation Limited 
(IOCL) has agreed in principle to 
provide one MRI scanner, subject 
to completion of requisite 
formalities. She added that a 
Detailed Project Report shall be 
submitted shortly to IOCL for 
provision of the MRI scanner.

Regarding manpower position, 
the Minister informed that against 
the sanctioned strength of 1070 
posts, 682 posts are presently filled. 
She added that in order to 
supplement the existing staff 
strength in the Jammu East 
constituency, the faculty/Doctors/
paramedics are being engaged 
under Academic Arrangement basis 
and  rationalization to augment 
better healthcare facilities for 
general public.

 The Minister further informed 
the House that the requirement 
for establishing a Multitier Car 
Parking facility at SMGS Hospital, 
Jammu has already been taken up 
with  the Jammu Municipal 

Corporation and the Jammu Smart 
City Project. She added that the 
proposal is presently under active 
consideration with the competent 
authorities and the department 
is pursuing the matter to ensure 
expeditious approval and 
implementation, keeping in view 
the pressing need for improved 
parking infrastructure at SMGS 
Hospital.

The Health Minister said that 
in line with the government’s 
commitment to strengthening 
patient-care services at SMGS 
Hospital, Jammu, a new 243-bedded 
Maternal and Child Care facility, 
equipped with advanced machinery 
and equipment, was recently 
established to strengthen 
perinatology services and 
contribute significantly towards 
reduction of Infant Mortality Rate 
(IMR) and Maternal Mortality Rate 
(MMR).

She added that this initiative 
forms part of the broader measures 
being undertaken by the 
government to improve patientcare 
services at SMGS Hospital, Jammu.

NABARD Committee reviews 
Cooperative Credit Institutions 

in J&K
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, MARCH 27: Commissioner Secretary, 
Cooperative, Yasha Mudgal, today chaired a high 
level Committee meeting at the Civil Secretariat, 
Jammu, to review the performance and financial 
health of Cooperative Credit Institutions in the Union 
Territory for the quarter ended December 31, 2025.

The meeting was attended by Vikas Mittal, Office-
in-Charge, NABARD; Manohar Lal, General Manager, 
NABARD; Mohammad Shafiq Chak Registrar of 
Cooperative Societies J&K; Representative of Reserve 
Bank of India; Additional Managing Director, J&K 
State Cooperative Bank; Managing Directors of 
Anantnag, Baramulla and Jammu Central Cooperative 
Banks and other senior officials from NABARD and 
Cooperative Banks.

Vikas Mittal presented a detailed overview of the 
financial performance of cooperative banks for the 
quarter ended December 31, 2025. He also highlighted 
the progress in implementation of turnaround plans 
aimed at improving the financial health and 
sustainability of these institutions.

The Commissioner Secretary underscored the 
essential role that rural cooperative banks play in 
ensuring credit reaches the last mile of the population. 
She briefed the Committee on several strategic 
initiatives led by the Union Government, UT 
Administration and NABARD such as e-PACS, M-PACS, 
Core Banking Solutions (CBS) and the “Cooperative 
Among Cooperatives” framework, all aimed at 
modernising the cooperative credit structure.

Yasha Mudgal further  stressed the need for 
strengthening the cooperative credit structure to 
ensure financial stability, better governance and 
enhanced credit flow to the rural economy. She directed 
for timely implementation of turnaround plans, strict 
adherence to regulatory norms and improvement in 
operational efficiency across all cooperative institutions.

The Commissioner Secretary directed the Managing 
Director of Jammu Central Cooperative Bank (JCCB) 
to complete the migration audit at the earliest. She 
further emphasized the necessity of technology-
driven reforms, calling for expedited computerisation 
of Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS), the 
enforcement of daily day-end operations and 
acceleration of digital tools like e-KYC, e-KCC and 
Sahakar Setu.

To ensure these reforms translate into ground-
level results, Yasha Mudgal highlighted the importance 
of consistent monitoring through State Level (SLMIC) 
and District Level (DLMIC) Monitoring and 
Implementation Committee meetings. She noted 
that regular oversight is non-negotiable for successful 
delivery of these initiatives.

The review also touched upon critical supervisory 
concerns, statutory compliance and modernization 
of banking infrastructure. Significant deliberation 
was held regarding the e-PACS project, formation of 
new Multipurpose PACS (M-PACS) and the status of 
credit linkages.

The Commissioner Secretary placed heavy emphasis 
on building institutional capacity at the grassroots 
level, addressing cyber security and implementing 
necessary HR and governance reforms.

Tribal Affairs Department achieves 
100% benchmark, refutes misleading 

claims on fund utilisation
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, MARCH 27: The Department of Tribal 
Affairs (TAD) has issued a rigorous and comprehensive 
rebuttal to recent reports alleging that 87 per cent 
of funds allocated for tribal welfare schemes remain 
unutilised.

Terming such assertions as factually incorrect 
and grossly misleading, the Department clarified 
that these claims do not reflect the actual financial 
position or the nuanced nature of public fiscal cycles.

The Department, in its official communique issued 
in this regard, has clarified that the performance for 
the 2025–2026 financial year demonstrates a strategic 
and aggressive approach to tribal development, 
underpinned by the achievement of 100 per cent 
utilisation in several key flagship schemes.

To understand the Department's financial health, 
fund utilisation must be assessed scheme-wise rather 
than through a distorted aggregate lens. For instance, 
the Department has already recorded 100 per cent 
utilisation in critical human-capital initiatives, including 
the Post-Matric Scholarship for ST students and the 
Pradhan Mantri Adi Adarsh Gram Yojana (PMAAGY). 
These funds have been fully disbursed to eligible 
beneficiaries, ensuring that educational support and 
village transformation are delivered directly to the 
grassroots.Similarly, the Tribal Research Institute 
(TRI) has witnessed near-complete utilisation at an 
impressive 99.85 per cent, reflecting a high level of 
administrative efficiency and commitment to tribal 
heritage and research.The Department further addressed 
the progress of infrastructure and district-level 
projects, which operate on a phased expenditure 
model.Under the UT Capex Budget for Infrastructure 
for Tribal Welfare, over 59 per cent of expenditure 
has already been recorded as work progresses on the 
ground.While the Tribal Sub-Plan currently reflects 
a 23.52 per cent utilisation rate, this figure is a snapshot 
of payments currently under active process in district 
treasuries.

Addressing the specific future-oriented initiatives, 
the Department clarified the status of the Dharti 
Aaba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan. It is logically 
flawed to label these funds as "unutilised" when the 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India, has 
officially indicated that the allocation is scheduled 
for the first week of April 2026. Criticising the 
expenditure of funds that have not yet been released 
highlights the speculative nature of the misleading 
reports.The department remains steadfast in its 
commitment to the socio-economic upliftment of 
tribal communities, ensuring that every rupee is 
managed with transparency, efficiency, and a focus 
on improved service delivery for the welfare of tribal 
population.

CJI Surya Kant visits Ladakh to inaugurate 
Key Judicial Infrastructure

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

LEH, MARCH 27: Chief Justice of 
India (CJI), Justice Surya Kant, arrived 
in Leh today on an official visit to the 
Union Territory of Ladakh.

Upon his arrival, His Lordship was 
accorded a warm reception by the 
Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh, Vinai 
Kumar Saxena, and Chief Justice of 
the High Court of Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh, Justice Arun Palli, along 
with other Judges of the High Court. 
The reception was also attended by 
senior dignitaries, including the Chief 
Secretary of Ladakh, the Director 
General of Police, Ladakh, General 
Officer Commanding 14 Corps, Registrar 
General, and senior officers from the 
civil administration, judiciary, Army, 
and police.Chief Justice of India was 
presented with a ceremonial Guard 
of Honour, followed by a traditional 
welcome showcasing the rich cultural 
heritage of Ladakh. Thereafter, His 
Lordship interacted with the Hon’ble 
Lieutenant Governor, Hon’ble Judges, 
and senior district officials of Leh.

During the visit, Justice Surya Kant 
is scheduled to inaugurate the newly 

constructed District Court Complexes 
at Leh and Kargil, along with the office 
of the Ladakh Legal Services Authority, 
which will ensure enhanced access to 
justice with state-of-the-art facilities. 
A Mega Legal Services Camp and 
Awareness Programme is also being 
organised as part of the visit, aimed 
at enhancing legal awareness and 
outreach among the local population.

This visit is also a sequel to the 
North Zone conference held in July, 
2025 at SKICC, Srinagar, on the theme 
“Reaffirming the Constitutional Vision 

of Justice for Defence Personnel & 
Tribals: Bridging the Gaps”. In this 
regard, His Lordship shall be interacting 
with Army personnel to further 
strengthen institutional engagement 
and address their legal concerns.

The visit marks a significant step 
towards strengthening judicial 
infrastructure and promoting access 
to justice in the remote and challenging 
terrains of Ladakh. It underscores the 
continued commitment of the judiciary 
to ensure inclusive and effective justice 
delivery across all regions.

JKAACL presents Dogri play “Jasma” on Eve of World Theatre Day
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, MARCH 27: On the eve 
of World Theatre Day, the Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, Culture 
and Languages (JKAACL) presented 
the Dogri play “Jasma” performed 
by the students of the Department 
of Performing Arts, Cluster University 
Jammu at Abhinav Theatre, Jammu.

On the occasion, renowned 
theatre personalities Balwant Thakur, 
Mohan Singh, Deepak Kumar, Ayash 
Arif and Kumar A. Bharti were 
felicitated by the Chief Guest, Brij 
Mohan Sharma, Principal Secretary 
Culture in recognition of their 
valuable contribution to the field 
of theatre.Ankur Mahajan, Registrar, 
Cluster University of Jammu, Dr. 

Monika Sharma, Dean, School of 
Humanities and Liberal Arts, Kuldeep 
Raina, Coordinator Department of 
Performing Arts, Harvinder Kour, 
Secretary, JKAACL and Sonali Arun 
Gupta, Additional Secretary, JKAACL.

In his address, Brij Mohan Sharma 
appreciated the efforts of JKAACL 
and the Department of Performing 
Arts for promoting theatre and 
regional languages through 
meaningful productions. He said 
that theatre is a powerful medium 
of cultural expression and plays an 
important role in preserving and 
promoting the rich cultural heritage 
of the region.Harvinder Kour, 
Secretary, JKAACL, in her welcome 
address spoke about the significance 
of World Theatre Day and highlighted 

the role of theatre in society as a 
medium of social awareness, cultural 
preservation and creative expression. 
She appreciated the contribution 
of theatre artists and institutions 
working for promotion of theatre 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

“Jasma” is an adaptation of the 
renowned Gujarati play “Jasma Odan” 
written by eminent theatre 
personality Shanta Gandhi. The play 
was translated into Dogri by the 
legendary theatre figure of Jammu, 
Kavi Rattan Sharma, giving it a 
distinct regional flavour and 
linguistic identity.“Jasma Odan” is 
based on a popular Gujarati folk 
legend narrating the story of Jasma, 
a woman of unwavering commitment 
to marital fidelity and personal 

dignity. In the present production, 
the narrative has been completely 
reimagined within the Dogra 
landscape. The folk tradition of Haran 
has been incorporated in place of 
Bhavai, along with rich cultural and 
religious symbols of the Jammu 
region thus transforming the play 
into a vibrant expression of Dogra 
ethos.The strength of the play lies 
in its profound thematic depth. 
Beyond being a folk tale or a tragedy, 
it offers a layered exploration of 
gender dynamics, social hierarchy, 
justice and cultural identity. The 
production is jointly directed by 
faculty members Dr. Abhishek Bharti 
and Aparna Kapoor, while the music 
has been composed by Vishal Pandita, 
faculty of the department.

Phase-1 District Level training for district and charge level 
officers for Census -2027 commences at Shopian

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN, MARCH 27: District 
Level phase-1 training for district 
and charge level officers for Census 
-2027 commences today here at 
Mini-Secretariat Shopian on House 
Listing and Housing Census.

The training programme aimed 
to equip the officers with necessary 
knowledge and technical skills 
required for the smooth conduct 
of upcoming census operations. 
The sessions focused on various 
modules ensuring hands-on 
experience for participants to 
enhance efficiency and accuracy 
in data collection.

The role of charge officers was 

discussed in detail and step by 
step operation of Census 
Management and Monitoring 
System (CMMS) was demonstrated 
for the participants.

During the programme, ADDC, 
Dr.Nasir Ahmad Lone who presided 
over the training, emphasized the 
importance of Census-2027, 
describing it as a cornerstone for 
planning, development and policy 
formulation. He urged all officers 
to actively participate and perform 
their duties with dedication and 
accountability.On this occasion, 
Master trainers imparted detailed 
training on operational 
guidelines,digital tools, and field-
level execution strategies, ensuring 

hands-on learning and practical 
understanding. Special focus was 
laid on ensuring uniformity, 
accuracy and timely completion 

of assigned tasks.
The training was organised by 

Directorate of Census Operations 
J&K with District Census Officer 

Shopian, which will continue on 
28 March and 4th April, 2026.

During the interactive session, 
the participants also raised queries 
and received clarifications from 
the resource persons.

The Census exercise will be 
done in a phased manner to ensure 
accurate data collection. The Ist 
phase is scheduled from 01 to 30th 
June, 2026 and 2nd phase from 09 
to 28 February, 2027.

ADC, Dr. Zakir Hussain Faaz, 
ACR, Shakoor Ahmed Dar, DSEO, 
Bilkeesa Zahoor, SDM, Zainapora, 
Bilal Ahmed,CEO, DIO, 
Tehsildars,CEO, MC, other officers 
and officials attended the training 
programme.

Javid Dar meets delegations; assesses 
their issues, concerns

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, MARCH 27: Minister for 
Agriculture Production, Rural Development 
and Panchayati Raj, Cooperative and Election 
Department, Javid Ahmad Dar, today 
reiterated that the Omar Abdullah-led 
Government remains firmly committed to 
address the public issues in a timely and 
effective manner.

Emphasizing responsive governance, 
the Minister said that a robust mechanism 
is in place to ensure prompt redress of 
grievances and to accelerate 
developmental initiatives across the 
Union Territory.

During the interaction, deputations from 
Kishtwar, Marh and various parts of the 

Kashmir division apprised the Minister of 
a range of developmental and service-related 
concerns.

 Giving a patient hearing, he assured 
them that all genuine issues would be 
addressed in a time-bound and phased 
manner.
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Acts of negligence need to be 
stopped at health institutes

At a time when stress is laid on improvement 
of healthcare across the union territory of 
Jammu & Kashmir some incidents of absolute 
negligence occur every now and then. In a 
latest example a disturbing and negligent 
incident took place at Government Medical 
College, Anantnag on Thursday. Attendants 
of some patients carried out a protest against 
the hospital administration after it was found 
that expired bottles of glucose were admin-
istered to the patients.

It is not for the first time that such an irre-
sponsible act was carried out by the admin-
istration of any health institute or facility in 
Jammu & Kashmir. In the past many such 
incidents took place with some casualties also 
taking place. Not to talk of the government 
hospitals, some of the private hospitals also 
reported incidents of negligence in the past. 
In some of the cases the attendants of the 
patients went berserk and broke furniture as 
well as articles at some of these hospitals.

In the latest case some of the patients at 
GMC Anantnag developed reactions after 
they were administered glucose by the hos-
pital staff. An attendant of a patient checked 
the glucose bottle and found that the same 
had expired long back. The other attendants 
also became conscious after the incident and 
it was found out that many patients were 
administered expired glucose bottles. This act 
should not be seen as an aberration but wis-
dom demands that a thorough probe is carried 
out in the incident.

The hospital administration has put the blame 
on the nurse attending to the patients at the 
GMC Anantnag. Putting the blame on the 
nurse alone for this act of negligence is not 
the correct approach. Instead of this a probe 
should be carried out and action needs to be 
taken against the people who are involved in 
the procurement of drugs and surgical items 
at the hospital. Once drugs and surgical items 
are procured by a hospital it is imperative that 
necessary checking of the same is done by 
the concerned officials.

It is important that the system of checks and 
balances is introduced and implemented in 
both the government and private hospitals. 
The people associated with the procurement 
of drugs and surgical items need to check 
these items thoroughly. This is more than impor-
tant since a small mistake can lead to death 
of a patient thus leading to widespread protests 
from attendants of such patients.
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Charm of village 

�� SAHIL MANZOOR BHATTI

Before ten years, we could clearly differentiate 
between a city and a village. In the past, electricity 
was so weak that bulbs only gave dim light on the 
walls. It was very difficult to get clear visibility on 
the floor surface. Electric poles were very rare; most 
households used temporary and risky wiring for 
electricity and felt immense pleasure even when 
they got a dim light occasionally.

The roads were just sources of dust, and even a 
heavy bus would move on these roads with uneven 
jerks. Drivers kept the third and fourth gears at rest 
due to the dilapidated condition of the roads. The 
roads were risky and caused frequent accidents, 
especially when a driver made a wrong turn.

In the upper reaches, ten or more households 
would share a single water point. Womenfolk had 
to do labour work that was not exercise for them. 
During winters, when taps got frozen, our wom-
enfolk rushed to nearby springs to bring drinking 
water and used it very carefully. That activity was 
so hectic that most households ended up in unhy-
gienic conditions and severe health issues.

Alhamdulillah! Today every household in remote 
areas has sufficient water facilities. I salute those 
who sponsored schemes like the Jal Jeevan Mission 
(JJM) and provided clean tap water to every home. 
This act definitely blessed the higher-ups. It is a 
great comfort to the underprivileged class, and 
people appreciate the scheme. But due to some 
selfish contractors and negligence of officials, this 
scheme faces issues in some areas where the 
public complains that the work was not done 
properly. Some contractors even engage household 
members for pipe digging without paying them 
labour charges.

Schemes like the Prime Minister’s Gram Sadak 
Yojna (PMGSY) and other projects for better con-
nectivity, protection bunds, and drainage systems 
have provided great relief to the population living 
in villages. Today, almost every village is connected 
to each other, roads are macadamized, and people 
feel great comfort and appreciate the government 
for these steps.

Today, around 90 percent of villages are electri-
fied, and only a few areas still lack electricity. But 

one unfortunate thing is the hike in electricity 
charges. It is very difficult for the underprivileged 
class to pay electricity bills promptly; they should 
be given relaxation by the central government.

What came to my mind encouraged me to write 
this article for a renowned newspaper of the Kash-
mir Valley.

When I was in 7th class, I started bodybuilding. 
It was my passion to stay healthy and fit so that I 
would not feel exhausted and lethargic in school. 
My school witnessed how much I contributed to a 
number of activities like scouting, cricket, body-
building, etc.

In Srinagar at that time, we had very few gym 
centres, and they were not equipped with advanced 
machines. Most players were passionate and did 
their best, always staying away from drugs and 
keeping their health a priority. Now, after every 
two kilometres in Srinagar, we have a gym centre. 
Unfortunately, today we are facing a severe drug 
menace. Even the government is very concerned 
and is applying stringent acts against drug peddlers. 
Drug peddlers deserve capital punishment, and 
every corner should be checked so that this curse 
is eliminated. Youth need proper counselling, edu-
cation, and sports activities.

Today’s youth demand a free zone, which means 
we should counsel them properly. Tell them, “Give 

your best, you are still in.” Never discourage them 
when they fail to achieve their goals. Always encour-
age them and provide opportunities so that they 
get enough time to know themselves and overcome 
all odds in life.

I am residing in Bhatti Mohalla Raiyar-Ich, Khansa-
hib, District Budgam, a beautiful and mesmerizing 
village in the Kashmir Valley. My village is known 
for noon chai and makki roti. Due to the famous 
tourist destination Doodhpathri, my village has 
gained identity as an emerging tourist village in 
Khansahib.

Just ten years ago, this village was backward in 
all respects road connectivity, electricity network, 
tap water facilities, and many more. Today, we have 
most facilities, but unfortunately, the road con-
nectivity from my home to the main Doodhpathri 
Road has still not been taken up by the concerned 
authorities. Some miscreants are blocking the main 
entrance and keeping us deprived of this basic 
facility. Still, I am blessed and thankful for many 
things. I appeal to the government authorities to 
kindly intervene and take up our road from High 
School Raiyar-Ich to Bhatti Mohalla. We are losing 
our dignity without a road. How is it possible that 
due to some selfish brokers, they can block our 
road? We have MSc students and civil service 
aspirants, and the area is purely inhabited by the 
Gujjar community.

Alhamdulillah, I am passionate about bodybuild-
ing. I have set up a mini gym in a single room at my 
home.

One of my friends, Mohammad Yousuf, sug-
gested that there is a gym at Yarikhah, just 2 kilo-
metres from my home. A couple of days ago, I went 
there, got the key from the owner’s family, opened 
the lock, and was surprised that we have such a 
great gym with imported machines near the shrine 
of Syed Yaqoob Balkhi. Alhamdulillah.

I talked to some people and the gym owner about 
their experience. They told me that people are not 
aware of such beneficial activities. I requested them 
to please spread the awareness among the general 
youth so that they visit the gym, get attracted, and 
explore the iron game world.

Suggestion: Our village is emerging in terms of 
development, education, business, and many more 
fields. So we have to keep in mind the mistakes we 
made while framing the master plan of cities like 
Srinagar, where we face flood threats and pollution 
issues. We must keep ample space for plantation, 
drainage, roads, and irrigation canals. We must stop 
illegal encroachment so that development becomes 
permanent, not temporary.

sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.com

Rediscovering Bihar's Buried Legacy: 
186 Chapters of a Forgotten Past

�� PROF. DINESH CHANDRA RAI

History has a way of surfacing when 
we least expect it — and when it does, 
it forces us to rethink everything we 
thought we knew. The discovery of 
186 new archaeological sites across 
Bihar's Samastipur and Lakhisarai 
districts is one such moment. 
Announced by the Culture Ministry 
in Parliament around Bihar Diwas, 
coinciding with the Chaiti Chhath 
observances, these findings, 144 sites 
in Samastipur and 42 in Lakhisarai 
are far more than numbers on a gov-
ernment report. They are a remind-
er that Bihar's identity runs deeper 
than its agrarian landscape; that 
beneath its fields lie the foundations 
of civilizations that once shaped the 
subcontinent's intellectual and spir-
itual life.

The Archaeological Survey of 
India's village-by-village surveys 
made these discoveries possible, and 
they deserve credit for the painstak-
ing effort involved. What has emerged 
is a portrait of a region whose his-
torical significance has long been 
underestimated. Bihar was once the 
heart of Aryavarta, a centre of philo-
sophical debate, governance, and 
spiritual practice. These sites bring 
that reality back into sharp focus. The 
Ministry of Culture's broader heritage 
initiatives have also contributed 
meaningfully. The 'Adopt a Heritage' 
scheme has breathed new life into 
monuments like Hazrat Nizamuddin 
Basti and Golconda Fort, reportedly 

boosting tourism by over 30% at 
adopted sites. The digitisation drive 
under Indian Heritage in Digital Space 
has archived more than 2,000 arte-
facts for global access. The Rs. 15 crore 
allocation for Bihar's monuments is 
a welcome step, though — as I will 
argue — it is not sufficient.

Mithila's Intellectual Roots and 
Krimila's Pala-Era Legacy

The Samastipur sites connect us 
directly to ancient Mithila, a region 
that produced figures like Uday-
anacharya, whose Nyaya-Vaisheshika 
philosophy left a lasting mark on 
Kashi's scholarly traditions, and Vidy-
apati, the poet who gave Maithili 
literature some of its most enduring 
verses. What these discoveries chal-
lenge is the assumption that learning 
and intellectual life in ancient India 
were confined to major urban centres 
like Pataliputra or Vaishali. The evi-
dence suggests otherwise: ideas were 
being debated and developed in rural 
communities across the region.

Lakhisarai's 42 sites, meanwhile, 
strengthen the case for identifying it 
with Krimila, a significant hub during 
the Pal Vansh (8th–12th centuries). 
Excavations at Lali Hill have already 

uncovered Shrimaddharm Vihar, a 
Buddhist monastery thought to have 
been dedicated to nuns — a rare and 
remarkable find that invites com-
parison with Nalanda and Vikramsh-
ila. The new discoveries hint at a much 
larger administrative and religious 
complex. Together, the Samastipur 
and Lakhisarai findings trace a cul-
tural arc linking Mithila's philosoph-
ical tradition to Krimila's role as a 
centre of Buddhist governance and 
spirituality.

Finding these sites is only the 
beginning. Identifying them without 
protecting them would be a hollow 
achievement. Urban encroachment, 
natural decay, and simple neglect are 
real and present threats. The Rs. 15 
crore allocation is a start, but these 
sites represent a heritage of incalcu-
lable value the funding must match 
that reality.

A comprehensive framework is 
needed. legal protections, commu-
nity involvement, and the use of 
modern technology. Remote sensing 
and Geographic Information Systems 
could form the backbone of a "Digital 
Heritage Map of Bihar," giving 
researchers, policymakers, and edu-

cators a shared resource for under-
standing and managing these sites. 
Universities have a critical role to play 
here — not as passive observers, but 
as active partners in documentation, 
research, and public engagement. 
Institutions like BR Ambedkar Bihar 
University are well-positioned to lead 
this effort and we are willing to con-
tribute through inter disciplinary 
research and training. 

�� Heritage as Economic 
Opportunity

Samastipur and Lakhisarai have 
the potential to become genuine 
heritage destinations: sites where 
visitors engage with history through 
well-designed trails, interpretive 
museums, and, where appropriate, 
augmented reality experiences. Such 
development creates jobs, drives 
tourism, and builds cultural pride. It 
also connects naturally to living tra-
ditions like Chhath, whose rituals 
carry echoes of the very eras these 
sites represent.

Bihar is entering its 115th year as 
a modern administrative identity. 
This is a fitting moment to ask what 
kind of future it wants to build — and 
to recognise that its past is one of its 
most valuable resources. To let these 
186 sites fade into obscurity would 
be a failure of stewardship and imag-
ination. With serious investment, 
scholarly commitment, and political 
will, Bihar has the opportunity to 
reclaim its place as one of India's great 
centres of historical and cultural 
significance.

Prof. Dinesh Chandra Rai is a 
Senior Professor at Banaras 

Hindu University, currently 
serving as Vice-Chancellor of 
BR Ambedkar Bihar University, 

Muzaffarpur, and a life 
member of Etihas Sankalan 

Samiti. Email: dcrai@bhu.ac.in
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Growing a Greener Future:
Tree Plantation in the Age of Climate Crisis

�� MOHAMMAD HANIEF

The environmental challenges of the 
21st century demand a fundamental 
rethinking of development and sustain-
ability. The earlier Green Revolution trans-
formed agriculture and ensured food 
security, but the present crisis is far more 
complex and urgent. Climate change, ris-
ing temperatures, erratic rainfall, and 
widespread ecological degradation have 
placed humanity at a critical juncture. In 
this context, the plantation of trees must 
be recognized as the new Green Revolu-
tion—one that can restore ecological bal-
ance and secure the future of life on Earth.

The urgency of this transformation is 
evident in the rapidly changing weather 
patterns observed across the globe, par-
ticularly in India. The early months of 2026 
have already demonstrated how fragile 
the climate system has become. Tempera-
tures in several regions rose significantly 
above normal levels during March, with 
many areas experiencing extreme heat 
conditions much earlier than expected. 
The gradual disappearance of the spring 
season and the increasing intensity of 
heatwaves indicate a clear shift in cli-
matic patterns. These developments are 
not isolated anomalies but part of a broad-
er trend driven by deforestation, urbaniza-
tion, and excessive carbon emissions.

Globally, forests continue to decline at 
an alarming pace. Despite covering a sig-
nificant portion of the Earth’s land area, 
forests are being cleared rapidly to accom-
modate agricultural expansion, infrastruc-
ture development, and industrial growth. 
The loss of millions of hectares of forest 
each year has weakened the planet’s nat-
ural ability to regulate climate. Trees play 
a crucial role in absorbing carbon dioxide, 
and their removal not only reduces this 
capacity but also releases stored carbon 
back into the atmosphere. This process 
accelerates global warming and intensifies 
climatic instability.

India presents a mixed picture in this 
regard. While the country has made nota-

ble progress in increasing overall forest 
and tree cover, the quality of forests has 
declined in many regions. Large areas of 
dense and biodiverse forests have been 
lost or degraded, and these cannot be eas-
ily replaced through plantation alone. The 
loss of primary forests is particularly con-
cerning, as they serve as vital ecosystems 
that support a wide range of plant and 
animal species. At the same time, the 
expansion of urban areas and infrastruc-
ture has put additional pressure on exist-
ing green cover.

The impact of deforestation is now 
clearly visible in the form of extreme 
weather events. Heatwaves have become 
more frequent and intense, affecting both 
urban and rural populations. Rising tem-
peratures not only disrupt daily life but 
also pose serious health risks, particu-
larly for vulnerable groups such as children 
and the elderly. Agricultural productivity 
is also being affected, as crops are highly 
sensitive to temperature variations and 
water availability. The increasing unpre-
dictability of monsoon patterns further 
complicates the situation, making it dif-
ficult for farmers to plan and sustain their 
livelihoods.

Water security has emerged as another 
major concern linked to declining forest 

cover. Trees play a vital role in maintaining 
the water cycle by facilitating groundwa-
ter recharge, regulating rainfall, and pre-
venting soil erosion. In the absence of 
adequate tree cover, rainwater tends to 
run off quickly, leading to floods during 
periods of heavy rainfall and drought dur-
ing dry spells. This dual challenge is becom-
ing increasingly common in many parts 
of India, highlighting the need for eco-
logical restoration.

In this scenario, tree plantation offers a 
practical and effective solution. However, 
it must be understood that plantation is 
not merely about increasing the number 
of trees but about restoring ecological 
systems. The success of this new Green 
Revolution depends on the selection of 
appropriate species, protection of existing 
forests, and long-term maintenance of 
planted trees. Native species should be 
prioritized, as they are better suited to 
local conditions and support biodiversity 
more effectively than exotic varieties.

Urban areas, in particular, stand to ben-
efit significantly from increased tree 
cover. The rapid expansion of cities has led 
to the creation of heat islands, where tem-
peratures are significantly higher than 
surrounding rural areas. Trees help mitigate 
this effect by providing shade and cooling 

the air through natural processes. Increasing 
urban green spaces can improve air quality, 
reduce energy consumption, and enhance 
the overall quality of life. In a country where 
air pollution has become a major public 
health issue, the role of trees as natural air 
purifiers cannot be overstated.

The ecological benefits of tree plantation 
are closely linked to biodiversity conserva-
tion. Forests provide habitat for a vast 
number of species, and their destruction 
leads to habitat loss and extinction. Restor-
ing forest cover through plantation can 
help revive ecosystems and protect wild-
life. However, this requires careful planning 
to ensure that plantations mimic natural 
forests rather than creating monocultures 
that offer limited ecological value.

The economic and social dimensions of 
tree plantation further strengthen its 
importance. Forest-based livelihoods sup-
port millions of people, particularly in rural 
and tribal communities. Integrating trees 
into agricultural systems through agro-
forestry can enhance productivity while 
conserving natural resources. Such 
approaches not only improve farmer 
incomes but also contribute to climate 
resilience by diversifying sources of income 
and reducing dependence on single crops.

Despite the clear benefits, the scale of 

current plantation efforts remains inad-
equate. There is often a gap between 
policy announcements and on-ground 
implementation, and many plantation 
drives fail due to lack of maintenance and 
monitoring. Addressing these challenges 
requires a coordinated approach involving 
government agencies, local communities, 
and civil society organizations. Greater 
emphasis must be placed on accountabil-
ity, transparency, and long-term planning.

Technology can play a supportive role 
in enhancing the effectiveness of plantation 
initiatives. Satellite monitoring and data 
analysis can help track changes in forest 
cover and identify areas that require imme-
diate attention. However, technological 
solutions must be complemented by grass-
roots participation. The involvement of 
local communities is essential for ensuring 
that planted trees are protected and nur-
tured over time.

At the individual level, the responsibility 
of contributing to this Green Revolution 
cannot be ignored. Simple actions such as 
planting trees, protecting local green spaces, 
and adopting sustainable practices can col-
lectively create a significant impact. Educa-
tional institutions and awareness campaigns 
have a crucial role to play in fostering envi-
ronmental consciousness and encouraging 
active participation.

The current climatic conditions serve as 
a stark reminder of the consequences of 
environmental neglect. Rising tempera-
tures, unpredictable weather, and increas-
ing ecological stress are clear indicators 
that immediate action is required. Tree 
plantation, when undertaken with serious-
ness and commitment, offers a path toward 
restoring balance and building resilience 
against climate change.

In conclusion, the plantation of trees 
must be seen as the cornerstone of a new 
Green Revolution. It is a solution that 
addresses multiple challenges simultane-
ously, from climate change and biodiversity 
loss to water scarcity and public health. 
The success of this revolution depends on 
collective effort, sustained commitment, 
and a clear understanding of the ecological 
importance of trees. The future of human-
ity is closely tied to the health of its forests, 
and the time to act is now.

The author is a senior
analyst and can be mailed at 

m.hanief@gmail.com
X/Twitter: @haniefmha

Spring -Delightful And Enchanting Season In Kashmir 

�� MOOL RAJ 

Some people like winter, some enjoy the 
flurry of snow, some love winter dishes 
like Kashmiri harissa, some prefer the 
soothing sound of rain, and some eagerly 
wait for the arrival of spring. Seasons reflect 
human choices, and every individual has 
a different preference when it comes to 
nature’s changing moods.

With the bright and sunny day of 21st 
March, the beautiful season of spring gen-
tly steps into our lives. It brings with it 
warmth, freshness, and a sense of renew-
al after the long and harsh winter. Nature 
seems to awaken from its deep sleep, 
spreading colors, fragrance, and life every-
where.

The festival of Nowruz is celebrated 
every year on 21st March. This day holds 
great cultural and traditional importance 
and marks the beginning of a new phase 
of life. In the Kashmir Valley, this day is 
also associated with the beginning of plan-
tation and agricultural activities. Farmers 
consider it a sign to start their work in the 
fields, making it a day full of hope and 
productivity.

There is also an old belief, which may 
sound like a myth to some, that people 
used to bathe in cold water on this day, 
even in rivers, to welcome the end of win-
ter. Whether true or not, it strongly sym-
bolizes that the harsh winter days are gone 
and the pleasant spring has arrived.

Spring is one of the most mesmerizing, 
delightful, and enchanting seasons in the 
Kashmir Valley. It attracts millions of tour-

ists from all corners of the world who come 
to witness its breathtaking beauty. Not 
only spring, but all four seasons in Kashmir 
have their own charm and significance. 
However, spring stands out because of its 
freshness, greenery, and colorful blossoms.

The spring season generally begins on 
21st March and lasts until 21st June. With 
its arrival, farmers across the valley start 
planting trees, preparing their lands, and 
engaging in agricultural activities. This 
season holds immense importance for 
them, as it sets the foundation for their 
livelihood.

Orchard owners begin spraying and 
taking care of their fruit trees to protect 
them from pests and diseases. Everywhere 
around, trees are covered with blossoms 
in shades of white, pink, red, and golden. 
The growth of plants resumes, and nature 

looks lively once again. From small plants 
to large trees, everything appears refreshed 
and vibrant.

Gardens during this season become a 
paradise on earth. Flowers bloom in full 
glory, spreading fragrance and beauty. The 
entire environment feels fresh and pleas-
ant, lifting the spirits of both locals and 
visitors. The charm of spring lies in its 
ability to transform the surroundings into 
a colorful and lively landscape.

One of the major attractions during 
spring is the famous Indira Gandhi Memo-
rial Tulip Garden, which is considered Asia’s 
largest tulip garden. Situated at the foothills 
of the Zabarwan Mountains, it attracts a 
large number of tourists every year. The 
garden opens during spring and remains 
accessible for about a month, depending 
on the blooming period of tulips.

The tulip garden is a symbol of natural 
beauty and human effort. Every year, new 
varieties of tulips are introduced, making 
it more attractive and diverse. The well-
maintained paths, colorful flower beds, 
and scenic background create a magical 
atmosphere. Visitors often feel as if they 
are in a dreamland. It is a perfect place for 
photography, relaxation, and creating 
unforgettable memories.

Apart from the tulip garden, Kashmir is 
also home to several historic Mughal gar-
dens built during the Mughal era. These 
include the famous Shalimar Bagh, Nishat 
Bagh, Chashme Shahi, Pari Mahal, and 
Verinag Spring, which is known as the 
origin of the Jhelum River. These gardens 
showcase beautiful architecture, flowing 
water channels, and terraced lawns, mak-
ing them ideal places to visit during spring.

Kashmir is also rich in spiritual and 
historical sites. Tourists visit places like 
Hazratbal Shrine, Charar-e-Sharif, and 
Jamia Masjid. Another well-known site is 
the Shankaracharya Temple, which stands 
as a symbol of religious harmony and 
historical importance.

Talking about the seasons in Kashmir, 
there are four main seasons: spring (21st 
March to 21st June), summer (21st June to 
21st September), autumn (21st September 
to 21st December), and winter (21st Decem-
ber to 21st March). Each season has its own 
significance and contributes to the tourism 
industry.

Kashmir is unique in many ways. Its 
weather is pleasant, rivers are calm, water-
falls are majestic, mountains are snow-
covered, forests are lush green, and mead-
ows look like soft carpets spread across 
the land. Every part of the valley is blessed 
with natural beauty.

The culture of Kashmir is equally rich and 
attractive. People are known for their warm 
hospitality, kindness, and simplicity. Tradi-
tional items like carpets, paper-mâché prod-
ucts, and local cuisines reflect the artistic 
and cultural heritage of the region.

Spring, in particular, plays a vital role in 
enhancing this beauty. It brings life, color, 
and joy to the valley. It refreshes not only 
nature but also the minds and hearts of 
people. The pleasant weather, blooming 
flowers, and scenic landscapes create a per-
fect environment for peace and happiness.

In conclusion, the charming beauty of 
spring in the Kashmir Valley is truly 
unmatched. It is a season of hope, renew-
al, and natural elegance. I would like to 
invite people from all over the world to 
visit Kashmir during spring and experience 
its breathtaking beauty. It is a place where 
nature speaks, hearts feel peace, and 
memories are made forever.

THE AUTHOR IS A REGULAR 
COLUMNIST AND FREELANCE WRITER 
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IDF Fellow delivers scientific 

presentation on “Recent 
Advances in Diabetes 

Management”
Dr. Tasaduk Hussain Itoo, Fellow of the International 

Diabetes Federation delivered an insightful presentation on 
the topic “Recent Advances in Pharmacological Management 
of Diabetes” during a Virtual Roundtable Session organized 
by International Diabetes Federation, Belgium.

The session high-
lighted the evolving 
paradigm in diabetes 
care, shifting from a 
conventional glu-
c o s e - c e n t r i c 
approach to a more 
comprehensive car-
dio-renal-metabolic 
model. Dr. Itoo dis-
cussed key concepts 
such as the Ominous 
Octet and the Egre-
g i o u s  E l e v e n , 
emphasizing the 
complex pathophys-
iology underlying 
diabetes mellitus.

He further elabo-
rated on recent 
advancements in 
pharmacological 
therapy, including 
the expanding role 
of GLP-1 receptor agonists and SGLT2 inhibitors, alongside 
established agents like DPP-4 inhibitors and novel insulin 
therapies. The importance of individualized, patient-centered 
treatment strategies was underscored, aligning therapeutic 
decisions with patient profiles and comorbidities.

A significant focus of the presentation was on modern 
diabetes monitoring tools, particularly Continuous Glucose 
Monitoring (CGM) and the clinical relevance of Time in Range 
(TIR) in optimizing glycaemic outcomes.

The session was attended by Professor Peter Schwarz 
(President, International Diabetes Federation), including 
other diabetologists of international repute and it con-
cluded with an interactive discussion highlighting the 
practical application of recent evidence in clinical practice.

TAUTOPATHY:
HOPE OR HYPOTHESIS?

�� DR. SURINDERPAL SINGH

In the field of alternative medicine, various 
healing approaches have evolved over time, each 
rooted in its own philosophy and principles. One 
such lesser-known method is tautopathy, a 
concept often associated with homeopathy but 
distinct in its application. Advocates believe that 
tautopathy may help neutralize or eliminate the 
harmful effects of substances that have entered 
the body, offering a unique perspective on heal-
ing.

Tautopathy is defined as a method of treatment 
in which the same substance that caused a dis-
ease, toxicity, or adverse reaction is used in a 
highly diluted or potentized form to counteract 
its effects. The term itself is derived from two 
Greek words: “tauto,” meaning the same, and 
“pathos,” meaning suffering or disease. Thus, 
tautopathy literally refers to treating a condition 
with the very substance that caused it. In prac-
tice, this involves preparing the harmful agent—
such as a chemical, toxin, drug, or vaccine—in a 
diluted form similar to homeopathic remedies 
and administering it to the patient.

The central principle of tautopathy is that the 
same substance responsible for a disturbance 
can assist the body in eliminating or neutral-
izing its effects when introduced in a potentized 
form. This idea differs slightly from the well-
known homeopathic principle of “like cures like,” 
based on the Law of Similars. While homeopathy 
uses substances that produce symptoms similar 

to the disease, tautopathy employs the exact 
same substance that caused the problem. Prac-
titioners suggest its application in cases such as 
side effects from medications, chemical exposure, 
vaccine reactions, environmental toxins, and 
even mild drug overdoses, where the suspected 
causative substance is converted into a homeo-
pathic dilution and administered.

Tautopathy shares a close relationship with 
homeopathy, particularly in its method of rem-
edy preparation, which often follows the same 
potentization techniques. Remedies may also 
be labeled similarly, such as 30C or 200C. How-
ever, classical homeopaths sometimes question 
the validity of tautopathy, as it does not strictly 
adhere to the traditional method of remedy 
selection based on a patient’s total symptom 
profile.

The effectiveness of tautopathy remains a 
topic of debate and scientific uncertainty. Sup-
porters claim that it can help remove residual 
toxins from the body, reduce adverse reactions 
to drugs or chemicals, stimulate the body’s 
natural detoxification processes, and restore 
energetic balance. However, from a scientific 
standpoint, there is currently no strong evidence 
to substantiate these claims. Most available 
information is based on practitioner observa-
tions, case reports, and individual patient expe-
riences, which limits its acceptance within 
conventional medicine.

Despite the lack of robust scientific backing, 
tautopathy is often regarded as a gentle and 
non-invasive therapy due to the highly diluted 
nature of its remedies, which generally results 
in minimal direct toxicity. Its holistic approach 
aligns with other alternative therapies that aim 
to support the body’s natural healing mecha-
nisms. Some practitioners also consider it a 
complementary method that can be used along-
side other systems such as natural medicine or 
homeopathy.

At the same time, several limitations and 
concerns surround tautopathy. The absence of 
strong clinical evidence is a major criticism, 
along with inconsistent practices among prac-
titioners and limited research studies. There is 
also widespread confusion between tautopathy 
and classical homeopathy, which can lead to 
misunderstanding among patients. More impor-
tantly, reliance solely on such alternative 
approaches may delay necessary medical treat-
ment.

Potential risks, though indirect, should not be 
overlooked. Patients may delay seeking proper 
medical care, receive incorrect diagnoses, or 
develop a false sense of security regarding their 
condition. Additionally, in many regions, tau-
topathy is not strictly regulated, raising concerns 
about the quality and safety of its practice.

The future of tautopathy largely depends on 
scientific validation and clinical research. With 
more controlled studies, better regulation, and 
increased exploration in detoxification science, 
it may find a place within complementary health-
care systems. Until then, its role remains uncer-
tain.

In conclusion, tautopathy represents an 
alternative therapeutic approach that uses the 
same substance responsible for harm in a 
diluted form to counteract its effects. While 
it shares similarities with homeopathy, it 
operates on a distinct principle. Although 
proponents highlight its potential benefits, 
the lack of scientific evidence means it cannot 
be considered a proven treatment. Therefore, 
tautopathy should be viewed as a complemen-
tary approach rather than a substitute for 
proper medical care. Responsible use, profes-
sional guidance, and further research are 
essential to fully understand its potential.

The author is a Faculty, Science 
Department Sri Amritsar Sahib, Punjab



9Srinagar, Saturday
28-March-2026

Voice To The Voiceless

15TH
YEAR   OF

PUBLICATION HT - NEWS

It is hereby notified that my Name spelling has been wrongly 
mentioned in service regards as Latief Ahmad War   instead of 
Lateef Ahmad War S/O Gh Rasool War as for All  regards now I 
have applying for it's correction of the same if any person have 
any objection in this regards may file the same to the office of the 
Government Police Development Office  D P O Pulwama within 
the period of seven days from the date of publication of this notice 
After that no objection shall be entertained.

LATEEF AHMAD WAR , S/O GH RASOOL WAR 
R/O KARAGAMA  TEHSIL HANDWARA

DISTRICT KUPWARA

Public Notice

My father’s actual name is “Mohammad Ali” R/O-Kargil. But 
my father’s name has been wrongly spelled as “Mohmad Ali”. 
Now its correction to be done as “Mohammad Ali”. Also have I 
lost my ST certificate & now I want to apply for its duplicate 
.Anybody having any objection may contact Tehsildar Kargil 
within the period of 7 days.

Sakina Banoo, D/O- Mohammad Ali, R/O- Kargil

Public Notice
My Daughter Name has been wrongly written in School 

records as Hurain Javeed D/O Javeed Ahmad Bhat R/O Khawajapora 
Nowgam Srinagar while her actual name is Hurain Javaid D/o 
javaid Ahmad Bhat Now I want to correct it.

If any body have any objection regarding this He?She can 
contact Principal F E I School Naikbagh Nowgam Srinagar within 
a period of 7 days after that no objection will be entertained.

Name: Javaid Ahmad Bhat, F/O: Hurain Javaid
R/O:Khawajapora Nowgam Srinagar

Public Notice

My actual name is “Tsewang Gyalson” S/O- Tsering Dorjay 
, R/O- Bodh Kharbu but it has been wrongly spelled as “Tsewang 
Gelson” in my school leaving certificate, class 8th pass; Govt. 
High School, Bodh Kharbu. Also, my actual DOB is - 15/11/1987 
but it has been wrongly mentioned as 03/04/1986. No I want 
it’s correction to be done. Anybody having any objection may 
contact Headmaster, Govt. High School, Bodh Kharbu within 
the 7 days of this notice.

Public Notice

It is hereby informed for the general public that my correct 
name is “Sameena” as recorded in other official documents. 
However, in bank records my name is mentioned as “Samina Tariq.” 
Both names refer to one and the same person. Henceforth, the 
name “Sameena” shall be used for all purposes. Note if anyone 
have any objection please contact within 3 days. 

Phone numbers 6006176022, 8803053767

Public Notice

This is to notify the general public that the name recorded in the 
Aadhaar database is incorrect.Name shown in Aadhaar: Imhad 
Shabir,Correct name: Imad Shabir Bhat ,Father's  Shabir Ahmad 
Bhat,Address: Udipora  Kralgund Handwara Kupwara Jammu and 
Kashmir 193302.The above mentioned person(Imhad Shabir) hereby 
declares that the name printed on the Aadhaar is incorrect and that 
her correct and legal name is Imad Shabir Bhat .Any objection to this 
correction should be brought to the attention of the UIDAI Aadhaar 
Seva Kendra, Office Srinagar within 7 (seven) days from the date of 
publication of this notice.If no objection is received within the stipulated 
period, the necessary correction procedures may be undertaken.

Public Notice

GOVT. OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL 
OFFICER, PULWAMA

AUCTION NOTICE
It is hereby noticed for information of the public in general and dealers/contractors in particular that the auction of the following 

items existed in the premises of the Chief Medical Office, Pulwama will be held on 30-03-2026 (Monday) as per the following schedule.
S. No. Item/s Lowest Rate (Rs.) Venue Date/Time

1
Old Structure of Single storey building (Stone/Bricks)
Plinth Area = 914 Sft
Age of the building = 60 years

91051/-
CMO’s Office 

Pulwama
March 30th 

2026 2:00 PM
2

Old/Used G.I. Sheets:
10 Feet (Length) = 105 sheets
06 Feet (Length) = 50 sheets

330/- per sheet
230/- per sheet

Terms and Conditions:
1. The successful bidders will have to pay all the bidding amount in cash on the same day by 4:00 p.m.
2. The undersign reserves the right to accept or reject of any/whole of the bids.

Sd/- Chief Medical Officer, Pulwamą
DIPK: 12185/25      |      Dated: 27-03-2026

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

HIGHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
CIVIL SECRETARIAT, J&K

Subject: Selection of candidates for the post of Assistant Professor, Physical Training Instructor (PTI) in the Higher Education 
Department-Verification thereof.

NOTICE
The J&K Public Service Commission vide Letter No. PSC/DR/PTI/GCET/Hr. Edu /2023 (7720603) Dated 09.01.2026, furnished 

the select list/recommendations for the post of Assistant Professor, Physical Training Instructor (PTI) advertised vide Notifications 
No.08-PSC (DR-P) of 2023 Dated 01.03.2023 and vide Notification No. 11-PSC(DR-P) of 2023 dated 05-04-2023. Accordingly the 
following candidates are hereby directed to submit their E- mail IDs and Contact Number details as per Annexure-A in the Higher 
Education Department, Civil Secretariat Jammu/Srinagar in person or on E-mail-id: hedjk.dispatch@jk.gov.in within a period of 
seven (7) days positively for uploading the same on the Employee Verification System (EVS), failing which it shall be presumed that 
he/she is not willing to take up his/her appointment as Assistant Professor, Physical Training Instructor (PTI) in the Higher Education 
Department and he/she shall forfeit the right of appointment without any further notice:
S.No Name Mr. / Mrs. Parentage Address Selection Category
1 Mr. Sahil Sharma Shakti Sharma 115 Moh. Suthra Bawli Ward No: Fifteen Haveli OM/PSP
2 Ms. Mansi Vaid Sham Lal Vaid H.No 3 Ward No 13 Mohalla Sandigate Tehsil Haveli OM
3 Mr. Sunjay Verma Mohan Lal Smailpur Marh SLC
4 Mr. Ajay Kumar Billa Madan lal Billa Vill Garan Jagir PO Dadooa Pouni OM/SC
5 Mr. Pankaj Manhas Romesh Kumar Manhas Sharote Thathri OM/RBA

No: HED-GAZ/22/2026-04(7720603)       |     Dated: 27-03-2026
Sd/- (Sanjay Kumar Tickoo) JKAS

Deputy Secretary to the Government
DIPK: 12193/25       |     Dated: 27-03-2026

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri 
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed 
Birth/ Death certificate. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer 

Wagoora)/ chokedar  hassubmitted case file pertainingto Birth 
of HAZIM MAJEED    S/O ABDUL MAJEED MIR   R/O. KHISIPORA  
Tehsil KREERI Distt. Baramulla having verified the date of Birth    
as  16/08/2009  and  event has been shown to be occured  at 
HOME  for issuance of delay order .In this  connection .

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order 
of Birth  certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri 

Subject: Application UZMAT AHAD , BURHAN AHAD , NAZIMA 
AHAD , RUQAYA AHAD   D/O ABDUL AHAD  NAJAR   R/O DOLIPORA   
Tehsil KREERI for the issuance of OBC ( Other Backward classes   
in his/her favor 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Regarding the subject cited above the file in the  office of the 

undersigned for the issuance of OBC   in this connection a report 
of patwari halqa concerned has been sought which reveals that 
the applicant is currently residing in the village of DOLIPORA   of 
Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the NAJAR   community having annual 
income 104000 // (one  lack four   Thousand ) the details of family 
of the applicant are as fallows 

1...ABDUL AHAD  NAJAR   Head of Family    60 years Labour  
2.ATIQA  BEGUM W/O Abdul Ahad    50   years H/W 
3... UZMAT AHAD  daughter  25 years student 
4....BURHAN AHAD  //   23  years  //
5..NAZIMA AHAD  sister 21 years ///
6...RUQAYA AHAD //19 years //
7...SEERAT AHAD //17 years //
8...SAIMA AHAD //25 years // married H/W 
If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of 

said  certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office 
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

CS reviews education reforms, directs time-bound 
implementation of all action points

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, MAR 27: Chief Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, chaired a comprehensive 
review of the School Education 
Department (SED) to assess the status 
of implementation of actionable 
points arising out of the 5th Chief 
Secretary’s Conference, directing 
officers to adhere to strict timelines 
with clearly defined milestones for 
each intervention.

 The meeting was attended by Com-
missioner Secretary, SED; Chairper-
son, JKBOSE; Project Director, 
Samagra Shiksha; Directors of School 
Education, Jammu/Kashmir, besides 
other senior officers and Heads of 
Departments.

Expressing concern over the prog-
ress, the Chief Secretary observed 
that implementation of several 
actionable points has taken longer 
than expected and stressed that all 
initiatives must now be executed in 
a mission-mode approach without 
further delay.

 He reiterated that education sector 
reforms are foundational to overall 
development and emphasized that 
improving teaching-learning out-
comes must remain the central focus, 
maintaining that while welfare mea-
sures like free textbooks, uniforms 
and mid-day meals are essential, 
quality of teaching alone can ensure 
meaningful engagement, improved 
enrolment and retention in govern-
ment schools.

The Chief Secretary directed the 
department to take the VSK initiative 
to the next level by ensuring avail-
ability of rich, curriculum-aligned 
digital content across all subjects and 
promoting its effective and frequent 
usage among students. He further 
called for actively engaging students 
from Class 3 onwards in IT-enabled 
learning activities through VSKs, 
enabling them to acquire future-ready 
skills, including exposure to artificial 
intelligence and other emerging tech-
nologies.

The Chief Secretary also reviewed 

the status of ICT infrastructure and 
Atal Tinkering Labs and directed the 
constitution of district and zonal-
level committees to physically verify 
the functionality of girls’ toilets and 
other facilities in all schools. He 
instructed that the status be regu-
larly updated on a dedicated online 
monitoring portal to ensure transpar-
ency, accountability and real-time 
tracking of progress.

Reviewing infrastructure, the Com-
missioner Secretary, SED, Ram Niwas 
Sharma informed that 92.29 per cent 
schools are equipped with function-
al separate girls’ toilets, while con-
struction of 2,575 additional units is 
underway, including 718 already 
completed, with full saturation tar-
geted by April 10, 2026.

It was further informed that the 
department is working towards 
achieving universal basic infrastruc-
ture in all schools by March 2030. 
Progress in this regard includes estab-
lishment of 1,420 Computer-Aided 
Learning (CAL) Centres and 1,588 ICT 
Labs, while 4,272 smart classrooms 
and 2,036 additional ICT Labs are 
currently under procurement and 
installation.

On digital initiatives, the meeting 
was informed by Project Director, 
Samagra Shiksha, Bhawani Rakwal 
that the department has successfully 
transitioned to Phase-II of Vidya Samik-
sha Kendra (VSK), with expansion in 
monitoring and learning systems.

On this occasion Anuj Chugh, Proj-
ect Head, VSK J&K demonstrated the 
working of four AI-powered chatbots 
Shikshak Sahayak, JK DigiLearn, JK 
Edu-Insights and JK Pariksha launched 
to strengthen academic support, gov-
ernance and data-driven decision-
making. He added that all government 
schools have adopted AI-enabled 
platforms for daily attendance report-
ing, significantly improving compli-
ance and monitoring.

The meeting further reviewed the 
progress of JK e-Pathshala, a DTH-
based educational initiative launched 
in January 2026, which is currently 

operating five dedicated channels, 
with a proposal submitted for addition 
of 11 more channels to provide grade-
specific content. The department also 
informed that two digital recording 
studios have been made functional 
and have produced 544 SCERT-vetted 
educational videos to enrich digital 
learning resources.

Highlighting academic reforms, 
the department informed that in 
alignment withNEP-2020, the NIPUN 
Bharat Mission is being extended up 
to Grade 5 by September 2026 to 
strengthen foundational literacy and 
numeracy. In addition to that it was 
given out that the Vocational educa-
tion has been expanded to 1,350 
schools, covering around 1.41 lakh 
students across 15 trades. Holistic 
Progress Cards have been imple-
mented up to the middle stage to 
ensure comprehensive assessment, 
while an Integrated Test Management 
System (ITMS) is under development 
to facilitate secure, competency-
based digital examinations.

The meeting was also apprised that 
J&K is progressing towards achieving 
full literacy by March 2028, with 14 
districts already recording over 95 
per cent achievement in foundation-
al literacy and numeracy assessments 
and being declared fully literate.

The meeting also encompassed 
reviewing of Student health with 7.73 
lakh children having undergone health 
check-ups up to December 2025. It was 
further informed that APAAR ID gen-
eration has reached 56 per cent of the 
student population, supported by the 
ongoing Mega Aadhaar MBU Drive 2.0 
by the department.

Reiterating the need for strict 
monitoring and accountability, the 
Chief Secretary called upon all officers 
to ensure timely implementation of 
all actionable points and emphasized 
that the impact of these reforms must 
be visible at the grassroots level, ulti-
mately leading to improved learning 
outcomes and a robust, inclusive and 
future-ready education system in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Drug Peddler Arrested; 1.4 
Kg Poppy Straw Seized

in Kulgam
�� FAROOQ RATHER

KULGAM, MAR 27: Kulgam Police achieved a 
major success in its ongoing drive against drug traf-
ficking by arresting a drug peddler and recovering 
a significant quantity of contraband substance.

According to officials, the arrest was made on 
March 26 during routine naka checking at New 
Colony Sheikhpora in Kurigam. A suspicious indi-
vidual carrying a polythene bag was intercepted by 
the police party. On noticing the presence of police, 
the suspect attempted to flee but was swiftly appre-

hended by the alert personnel.
During the search, police recovered approxi-

mately 1.4 kilograms of poppy straw from his pos-
session. The accused has been identified as Rafaqat 
Ahmad Khan, son of Mohd Sadiq Khan, a resident 
of New Colony Sheikhpora, Kurigam.

In this connection, a case under FIR No. 52/2026 
has been registered under relevant sections of the 
NDPS Act at the concerned police station. The accused 
has been taken into custody and the contraband 
seized.

Police said further investigation is underway to 
ascertain the source and network involved in the 
trafficking.

Kulgam Police reiterated its commitment to 
eradicating the menace of drugs from society and 
appealed to the public to cooperate by sharing any 
information related to drug peddling or substance 
abuse.

Zero Tolerance on Drugs: Hand-
wara Police Arrest 5 in Day-

Long Crackdown
�� DR.AB QAYOOM 

HANDWARA,MAR 27:In a significant push against 
drug trafficking and substance abuse, Handwara Police 
has intensified its anti-drug operations across the PD 
Handwara , registering five FIRs and arresting five drug 
peddlers within a span of 24 hours.According to official 
sources, the cases were registered under relevant sections 
of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) 
Act at Police Stations Handwara, Vilgam, and Qalamabad. 
The swift action reflects a coordinated and determined 
effort by the police to curb the growing menace of drugs 
in the area.The arrests were carried out during a series 
of well-planned operations conducted at multiple loca-
tions, including Handwara, Vilgam, Qalamabad, and 
adjoining areas. During these raids, police teams recovered 
contraband substances, including heroin and charas-like 

material, from the accused individuals.Officials stated 
that the crackdown is part of an ongoing campaign aimed 
at dismantling drug networks and ensuring a safer envi-
ronment for the youth and general public. “We are com-
mitted to eliminating drug abuse from society through 
sustained enforcement and community cooperation,” a 
police spokesperson said.Handwara Police has also 
appealed to the public to play an active role in the fight 
against drugs by sharing any information related to drug 
peddling or substance abuse. Authorities assured that 
the identity of informants will be kept strictly confiden-
tial.Reiterating its zero-tolerance policy, the police empha-
sized that strict and continuous action will be taken 
against all those involved in illegal drug activities.The 
recent developments highlight the administration’s firm 
resolve to tackle drug-related issues and safeguard the 
future of the youth belongs to area.
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Satish Sharma attends annual mela at Chib Dev Sthan, emphasises 
preservation of cultural heritage, traditional values

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

AKHNOOR, MARCH  27: 
Minister for FCS&CA, Transport, 
Youth Services and Sports, IT, 
Science and Technology, Satish 
Sharma, today attended the annual 
mela/congregation at the revered 
Chib Dev Sthan at Nud, Akhnoor, 
where he joined thousands of 
devotees in celebrating the rich 
cultural and spiritual traditions 
of the region.

The Minister was accorded a 
warm welcome by local residents, 
members of the mela organizing 
committee, religious heads, and 
prominent citizens. The annual 
congregation witnessed a large 
turnout of devotees from different 
parts of Jammu and Kashmir, 
reflecting the deep-rooted faith 
and enduring legacy associated 
with the historic shrine.

On the occasion, Satish Sharma 
paid obeisance at the sacred site 
and prayed for peace, prosperity 
and well-being of the people. He 
also took part in the traditional 
rituals and interacted with the 
devotees, gaining firsthand insight 
into the customs and practices 
that have been preserved and 
passed down through generations.

Speaking on the occasion, the 

Minister underscored the 
importance of safeguarding Jammu 
and Kashmir’s rich cultural heritage, 
stating that such melas and 
congregations are living 
embodiments of the region’s age-
old traditions, beliefs and collective 
identity. He said that these events 
not only hold religious significance 
but also serve as vital platforms 
for preserving the indigenous 

customs, rituals and folklore that 
define the unique cultural fabric 
of the region.

“Events like the Chib Dev Sthan 
Mela are a reflection of our deep 
cultural roots and shared heritage. 
They play a crucial role in preserving 
the traditional values, strengthening 
community bonds and passing on 
our rich legacy to future 
generations,” the Minister said.

Satish Sharma further 
emphasized that in an era of rapid 
modernization, it becomes 
imperative to protect and promote 
such traditional gatherings, 
ensuring that the essence of local 
culture, rituals and community 
practices remains intact. He 
highlighted the need for collective 
efforts involving the government, 
local communities and cultural 

organizations to document, 
preserve, and promote these 
traditions in a sustainable manner.

The Minister reiterated the 
government’s commitment towards 
preservation and promotion of 
cultural and religious heritage sites 
across Jammu and Kashmir. He 
stated that focused initiatives are 
being undertaken to enhance the 
infrastructure, improve 
accessibility and provide better 
facilities for the pilgrims and 
tourists visiting such important 
sites while ensuring that the 
sanctity and authenticity of these 
places are maintained.

The Minister directed the 
concerned authorities to continue 
extending all necessary support 
for the smooth and organized 
conduct of such events in the future, 
with special attention to 
maintaining cleanliness, safety 
and basic amenities for the visiting 
devotees.The event concluded with 
traditional ceremonies, devotional 
performances and cultural 
activities, showcasing the vibrant 
heritage and enduring traditions 
of the region, while reinforcing 
the importance of preserving 
Jammu and Kashmir’s unique 
cultural identity for generations 
to come.

District Admin Bandipora conducts 
IEC Awareness Programmes under 

Nasha Mukht Jammu 
Kashmir Abhiyan

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA, MARCH 27: Continuing its sustained 
outreach efforts, the District Administration Bandipora 
on Friday organized a series of IEC (Information, 
Education and Communication) awareness programmes 
under the Nasha Mukht Jammu Kashmir Abhiyan 
across Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) and educational 
institutions of the district.

The programmes were conducted at ULB Hajin 
(Wahab Parray Mohalla), ULB Sumbal (Rakhi-Asham) 
and ULB Bandipora (Ward No. 9, Papchan). In addition, 
awareness sessions were also held in various 
educational institutions including HS Zalpora, GHS 
Naidkhai, HS Kudara, HS Panar, HS Kehnusa and 
HSS Izmarg.

A multi-departmental team comprising officials 
and resource persons from Health, Police, Education, 
Social Welfare, Excise & Taxation, Youth Services 
& Sports and JKNRLM participated in the 
programmes.

During the sessions, the resource persons delivered 
awareness lectures on drug abuse prevention, its 
ill effects on individuals and society, and the 
importance of adopting a healthy and responsible 
lifestyle. The speakers emphasized coordinated 
inter-departmental efforts and active community 
participation to ensure effective outreach and 
impact at the grassroots level.

The programmes witnessed enthusiastic 
participation from students, local residents and other 
stakeholders, who actively interacted with the officials 
and expressed their willingness to support the Nasha 
Mukht initiative.

DC Bandipora inaugurates Training 
Programme for Census 2027

DC Kupwara flags off ‘Poshan on 
Wheels’ Campaign, distributes 

Vidyarambh Certificates

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA, MARCH 27: Deputy Commissioner 
Kupwara, Shrikant Suse, today flagged off the “Poshan 
on Wheels” campaign at the DC Office Kupwara aimed 
at strengthening grassroots nutrition outreach and 
early childhood development.

The campaign is designed to enhance awareness 
about nutrition, health, and well-being, particularly 
among women and children in far-flung and underserved 
areas of the district.Through mobile outreach, the 
initiative seeks to ensure last-mile delivery of key 
services under various nutrition and child welfare 
schemes, aligning with ongoing efforts to combat 
malnutrition and promote holistic development.
Speaking on the occasion, the Deputy Commissioner 
highlighted the importance of sustained community 
engagement and inter-departmental coordination 
in achieving the objectives of the Poshan Abhiyaan.

He emphasized that innovative outreach 

mechanisms such as “Poshan on Wheels” will play 
a vital role in reaching vulnerable populations and 
ensuring inclusive growth.

On the occasion, the Deputy Commissioner also 
distributed Vidyarambh Certificates among children 
graduating from Anganwadi Centres after attaining 
six years of age.The Deputy Commissioner congratulated 
the children and their parents, reiterating the 
administration’s commitment to strengthening 
foundational learning and ensuring a smooth transition 
to the school education system.

Programme Officer, ICDS Kupwara, Yaar Ali Khan, 
District Planning & Education Officer, CDPO Kupwara, 
ZEO Kupwara, besides, ICDS Supervisors, Anganwari 
Workers and large number of children were present 
on the occasion.

DC Pulwama reviews status of stock position of fuel, LPG in district
Directs regular monitoring; calls for strict action against overcharging, hoarding and black marketing

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA, MARCH 27: 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Pulwama, Dr. Basharat Qayoom 
today chaired a comprehensive 
meeting at the Administrative 
Complex here to review the status 
of stock, supply and distribution 
of essential commodities, 
particularly Petrol, Diesel and 
LPG, across the district.

At the outset, the Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Pulwama 
briefed the chair on the current 
stock position, supply mechanisms 
and on-ground scenario. It was 
informed that adequate stock of 
Petrol, Diesel and LPG is available 
in the district and the supply is 
functioning normally, with no 
exigency reported.

The meeting was further 
apprised that District Level and 
Tehsil Level Committees have been 
constituted to ensure smooth 
distribution, effective grievance 
redressal and strict compliance 

with the provisions of law.
The DC undertook a detailed 

review of the tehsil-wise supply 
position and directed all Tehsildars 
to ensure close supervision and 
effective monitoring so as to 
maintain uninterrupted and hassle-
free availability and distribution 
of LPG and other products to the 
consumers.

Emphasising str ict 
enforcement, the DC directed 
the concerned officers to keep a 
close vigil to prevent overcharging, 
hoarding, black marketing and 
dispensing of fuel in loose 
containers in violation of 
established norms.

The DC also sought feedback 
from the Sales Officers and District 
Nodal Officers of various oil 
companies, who expressed 
satisfaction over the existing stock 
levels and supply chain 
management. 

They informed that fuel is being 
dispensed strictly as per norms 
and there are no issues of shortage 

or panic buying currently in the 
district.

The DC further directed the 
officers to maintain close 
coordination with oil marketing 
companies to ensure timely 
replenishment of stocks and avoid 
any supply gaps. He instructed for 
daily monitoring of stock positions 
at all retail outlets and LPG 
distribution points, besides 
maintaining a buffer stock to meet 
the demand. The DC also emphasised 
the need for public awareness to 
discourage panic buying and urged 
stakeholders to ensure orderly 
distribution.

Among others, the meeting 
was attended by Additional Deputy 
Commissioners of Pulwama and 
Awantipora; General Manager, 
District Industries Centre Pulwama; 
all Tehsildars; Assistant Director, 
Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer 
Affairs; Assistant Controller, Legal 
Metrology; Managers (Operations) 
of oil companies; besides sales 
officers and distributors.

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA, MARCH 27: Deputy 
Commissioner Bandipora, Indu Kanwal 
Chib, today inaugurated a district-level 
training programme for officers and 
officials associated with Census 2027 
(Phase-I: Houselisting & Housing 
Census) at the Conference Hall, Mini 
Secretariat Bandipora.The training 
programme was organized to familiarize 
charge officers, nodal officers, and 
other field functionaries with the 
methodology, processes, and operational 
aspects of the upcoming census exercise, 
including the use of the Census 
Management & Monitoring System 

(CMMS).Speaking on the occasion, the 
Deputy Commissioner emphasized 
the critical importance of data accuracy, 
stating that the census is a highly 
sensitive and foundational exercise 
on which government policies, 
budgeting, and developmental planning 
are based. She urged all officers to 
carry out their duties with utmost 
diligence, responsibility, and integrity.

Highlighting the need for effective 
coordination, the DC directed the 
District Nodal Officer to remain in 
close liaison with the Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue (ACR) Bandipora 
and Chief Planning Officer (CPO) 
Bandipora to ensure seamless execution 

of the exercise across the district.
It was informed that the census 

process involves multiple layers of 
checks and balances aimed at ensuring 
the reliability and credibility of data.

During the session, participants 
were briefed on key components of 
the houselisting phase, registration 
of enumerators and supervisors, 
formation of blocks, and monitoring 
mechanisms through CMMS 
dashboards.The training witnessed 
active participation from district and 
sub-divisional level officers, who 
engaged in detailed discussions and 
sought clarifications on various 
operational aspects of the census.

DC Budgam reviews Fuel Stock & Supply Position in 
the District, stresses LPG Home Delivery

Warns of strict action against hoarding & black marketing
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM, MARCH 27: Deputy 
Commissioner Budgam, Athar Aamir 
Khan, today chaired a meeting to review 
the availability and supply position of 
essential fuels, including petrol, diesel, 
and LPG, across the district.

The meeting was attended by the 
Additional Deputy Commissioner 
Budgam, Mehraj ud-din Shah , Assistant 
Director, Food Civil Supplies & Consumer 
Affairs (FCS&CA), all Tehsildar’s, 
representatives of oil companies, and 
owners of all petrol and diesel pumps.

During the meeting, a comprehensive 

assessment of the stock position and 
supply scenario was carried out. It 
was informed that adequate stocks of 
all essential fuels are available and 
supply remains normal across the 
district.The DC emphasised the need 
for maintaining uninterrupted and 
hassle-free availability of fuel to the 
public.He directed all stakeholders to 
ensure timely replenishment of stocks 
at all fuel outlets and to avoid any 
disruption in supply.The  DC stressed 
on ensuring home delivery of LPG, so 
as to facilitate convenience to the public 
and prevent unnecessary rush at 
distribution points.He further directed 

Tehsil and Sub-Division level monitoring 
committees to intensify market checks 
and keep strict vigil against any 
instances of hoarding, black marketing, 
or overcharging of any fuel.The DC 
also issued strict instructions against 
unauthorized sale of fuel in loose 
containers and warned that any attempt 
to create artificial shortage, indulge 
in profiteering, or spread rumours 
will invite strict action under law.

The  Deputy Commissioner urged 
all stakeholders to work in close 
coordination to ensure transparency, 
accountability, and public convenience 
across District.

Adequate stocks of essential commodities 
available in Kishtwar: DC

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

KISHTWAR, MARCH 27: Deputy 
Commissioner Kishtwar Pankaj Kumar 
Sharma today said that there is no 
shortage of fuel and food grains in the 
district and appealed to the public not 
to panic.  

Clarifying the stock position, the 
DC informed that the current LPG 
stock in the district exceeds 1,000 
cylinders, which is sufficient for four 
to five days.

 “This stock level is part of the 
normal routine and aligns with the 
standard storage capacity maintained 
across the six LPG agencies operating 

in the district,” he said.
The DC further stated that LPG 

distribution is OTP-based, ensuring 
that no cylinder is issued without proper 
OTP verification. Additionally, all 
agencies have been instructed to provide 
home delivery services to facilitate 
smooth distribution.

He emphasized that the concerns 
regarding the exhaustion of LPG 
cylinders is unfounded. In fact, the 
current stock position is better than 
routine supply levels.

Regarding commercial cylinders, 
the DC assured that even in cases of 
earlier shortages, adequate supply has 
been ensured to hydroelectric power 

projects as required.
On fuel availability, the DC confirmed 

that sufficient stocks of petrol and 
diesel are available for the next four 
to five days. “Given the limited number 
of fuel outlets in the district, such 
stocking levels are standard practice 
and do not indicate any disruption in 
supply,” he informed.

The public is advised not to engage 
in panic buying or hoarding and to 
purchase only as per their genuine 
requirements. Since the distribution 
system is OTP-based, supplies will 
continue to be provided smoothly as 
consumers complete their e-KYC 
formalities.
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Allianz Jio Re starts India operations after IRDAI nod
�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

CHENNAI, MARCH 27:  Allianz 
Jio Reinsurance Limited on Thursday 
said it has commenced operations 
to underwrite reinsurance contracts 
in India.

The company is a 50:50 joint 
venture between Jio Financial 
Services Limited (JFSL) and Allianz 
Group (Allianz), through its wholly-
owned subsidiary Allianz Europe 
B.V.

Allianz Jio Re received final 
regulatory approval from the 
Insurance Regulatory and 
Development Authority of India 
(IRDAI) on March 12, 2026.

Headquartered in Mumbai, 
Allianz Jio Re aims to become a 
strategic long-term partner for the 
Indian market with a mission to 
fortify the resilience of the country’s 
insurance ecosystem.

At a time when structural 
tailwinds are powering the 
sustainable growth of the sector 
— in line with the national mission 

of ‘Insurance for All’ by 2047 — the 
combination of JFSL’s local reach 
and digital infrastructure with 
Allianz’s robust underwriting and 
global reinsurance scale will 
empower insurers with the capacity 
and expertise needed to manage 
risk effectively.

Hitesh Sethia, Managing Director 
and Chief Executive Officer, Jio 
Financial Services said, “The launch 

of Allianz Jio Re is a pivotal milestone, 
marking the first operational step 
in our broader insurance partnership 
with Allianz. We are delighted with 
the receipt of regulatory approval 
to commence reinsurance operations 
in India, and remain deeply 
committed to strengthening the 
nation’s resilience by providing 
insurers with greater risk-absorption 
capacity, supporting the overall 

growth of our insurance ecosystem.”
Chris Townsend, Member of the 

Board of Management at Allianz SE, 
said: “Allianz Jio Re is well positioned 
to provide insurers with innovative 
and robust risk solutions. The joint 
venture will support India's insurance 
sector by combining global technical 
expertise with a deep understanding 
of the country's digital and financial 
ecosystem. The start of operations 
now is the first step in building a 
long-term, sustainable reinsurance 
franchise in India.”

The reinsurance JV will be led 
by Sonia Rawal as Chief Executive 
Officer of Allianz Jio Re.

Rawal brings 17 years of 
experience in risk management and 
reinsurance across Asia Pacific to 
her new role. Since 2016, she has 
been working for Allianz Reinsurance 
in Singapore, responsible for India 
and ASEAN markets.

The two entities have also signed 
a non-binding agreement to explore 
opportunities in general and life 
insurance.UNI

Adhira & Appa Coffee onboards Shruti Haasan, 
Murali Sharma as brand ambassadors; Eyes 

nationwide expansion
�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

HYDERABAD, MAR 27: Adhira & Appa 
Coffee, part of the EBG Group, on Thursday 
announced the onboarding of actors Shruti 
Haasan and Murali Sharma as brand 
ambassadors as it plans a major national 
expansion.

Built on the philosophy of sustainability 
and authenticity, the café chain aims to 
take South Indian filter coffee to cities across 
India while aligning with the evolving quick 
service restaurant (QSR) and beverage 
landscape, the company said in a release 
here.

The company said its coffee is crafted 
from premium beans using processes 
designed to significantly reduce carbon 
output compared to conventional methods, 
with in-house sourcing forming a key part 
of its sustainability-driven identity.

Riding on strong early momentum, 
Adhira & Appa plans to scale up to 400 
outlets across major metropolitan and Tier-
2 cities by next year.

Currently operational in cities including 
Kochi, Nagpur, Hyderabad, Pune, Dehradun, 
Indore, Chandigarh, Nashik and Bengaluru, 
the chain is also preparing to expand into 
Mumbai, Lucknow, Prayagraj, Raipur and 
Ludhiana, among others.

The company stated that its association 
with Haasan and Sharma reflects its vision 
of blending tradition with modern appeal, 
targeting both younger, urban consumers 
and audiences seeking authentic 
experiences.

Speaking on the partnership, Sharma 

said he was “happy to collaborate with a 
brand that celebrates rich coffee heritage 
while prioritizing sustainability,” adding 
that the café would appeal to those seeking 
authentic South Indian filter coffee.

Haasan said the brand “captures the 
soul of South Indian filter coffee with a 
modern twist,” and expressed excitement 
about being part of a journey that promotes 
authentic flavours and eco-conscious 
practices.

Dr. Irfan Khan, Chairman of EBG Group, 
said the collaboration aligns with the group’s 
vision of combining cultural roots with 
quality and sustainability while scaling the 
brand nationwide.

Karan Mendon, COO of Adhira & Appa, 
said the café offers a curated menu including 
dosa, tacos, medu vada waffles and filter 
coffee tiramisu, catering to evolving 
consumer preferences.

He added that the brand’s sustainable 
practices and “heritage-first” approach 
position it as an alternative to global chains 
such as Starbucks and Third Wave Coffee 
Roasters, amid growing competition in 
India’s specialty coffee market.UNI

Middle East conflict to reduce 
India's fertilisers production by 

10-15pc: Crisil
�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, MARCH 27:  The supply chain 
disruptions due to the ongoing Middle East conflict 
could reduce India's annual domestic production of 
urea and complex fertilisers by 10–15 per cent. The 
disruption in availability of key raw materials is also 
expected to weigh on capacity utilisation and dent 
profitability across fertiliser manufacturers, said 
Crisil Ratings in a report.

The constrained supplies of critical inputs such 
as natural gas, ammonia and phosphoric acid—most 
of which are imported—could lead to lower plant 
utilisation levels. This, in turn, may impact operating 
efficiencies, particularly for urea producers, where 
profitability is closely linked to energy consumption 
norms.Rising input costs are likely to further strain 
the sector. Prices of ammonia have already surged 
about 24 per cent since the onset of the conflict, while 
higher import costs for fertilisers could push up 
working capital requirements for companies. This is 
also expected to increase the government's fertiliser 
subsidy burden by Rs 20,000–25,000 crore, Crisil 
Ratings said.Despite these pressures, the report 
highlighted that the sector's credit profile will remain 
supported by strong liquidity among large fertiliser 
companies and the government's consistent track 
record of timely subsidy disbursements.

India's fertiliser consumption remains heavily 
skewed towards urea, which accounts for around 45 
per cent of total usage. Complex fertilisers such as 
diammonium phosphate (DAP) and NPK make up 
about one-third, while single super phosphate (SSP) 
and muriate of potash (MOP) constitute the remainder.

Import dependence continues to be significant. 
Around 20 per cent of urea and nearly one-third of 
complex fertilisers are imported, with the Middle 
East accounting for nearly 40 per cent of these imports 
in the first nine months of FY26. The region's importance 
is even more pronounced for raw materials, supplying 
about 60–65 per cent of India's LNG needs and 75–80 
per cent of ammonia imports.

Lower capacity utilisation is expected to 
disproportionately affect urea manufacturers, as 
suboptimal plant operations reduce energy efficiency. 
Typically, efficient players consume about 5 per cent 
less energy than prescribed norms, which boosts 
margins.However, reduced utilisation could erode 
this advantage, impacting operating profits. Companies 
with multiple plants may partially offset this by 
optimising gas allocation.

West Asia accounts for 26.2 per cent of India's 
fertiliser imports, followed by Jordan at 19.2 per cent 
and Russia at 15.5 per cent. Further, Morocco accounts 
for 10.4 per cent, China at 5.7 per cent, Egypt at 5.6 
per cent, Canada at 3.8 per cent and Togo at 3.6 per 
cent, while others account for 10 per cent. UNI 

Credit flows accelerated 
sharply in FY26 rising 61pc to 

Rs 25.1tn: Report
�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, MARCH 27:  Credit flows accelerated 
sharply in FY26, rising 61pc Year-to-Date (YTD) to 
Rs 25.1 tn and coming close to deposit mobilisation 
of Rs 26.1tn, which grew 21pc YTD, said YES Bank 
report released here on Thursday.

The report ‘MSME and Retail-led Credit Pull in 
FY26’ noted that fresh deposit mobilisation has 
witnessed a slow place since 2024, while credit demand 
across sectors like retail, infrastructure, and MSME 
are stable.

Highlighting the rationale behind slow banking 
sector deposit growth, the report pointed out lower 
net financial savings of the housing sector. The Cash-
to-Deposit (C/D) ratio is at 82.4pc, which is the highest 
since FY15, which shows tighter liquidity.

“With buffers thinning and the funding gap 
narrowing, banks have also been relying more on 
CDs, pushing up funding costs and partially negating 
the easier monetary policy stance,” it said.

The bank’s report noted that sectoral deployment 
data for the current fiscal shows that credit momentum 
is led by personal loans, followed by the services 
sector, with industry credit.

The share of personal loans have increased from 
29 to 33pc in recent years, which is supported by GST 
rationalisation and tax reliefs boosting household 
income.Coming to the personal loan segment, vehicle 
loans have overtaken housing loans as the main 
growth driver since Q3FY26.

“Micro and small industries added Rs 2.38tn while 
medium enterprises added Rs 630bn supported by 
union budget push towards credit guarantee for the 
segment and new enhanced definition of MSMEs.”

The report warned that if the West Asia crisis 
continues and energy prices remain elevated, then 
it may hamper sustainability.

“Domestic growth can weaken due to West Asia 
conflict, higher oil prices, and lower exports to the 
region.”

“There can be upside pull for working capital loan 
from higher inventory costs on account of higher 
input prices, while a downward pull from working 
capital may come from lower domestic economic 
activity.”UNI

 ASMS Partners US Firms to Develop Tech-Driven Aquaculture Ecosystem

KKL Group Launches First EV Dealership in 
Hyderabad, Plans Rapid Expansion

�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

HYDERABAD, MAR 27:  Avio 
Smart Market Stack Limited (ASMS), 
formerly Bartronics India Limited, 
on Wednesday said it has entered 
into a strategic Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with US-
based Aquasafra Holdings Inc. and 
Waterfield Farms Inc. to develop 
technology-driven aquaculture 
and fisheries ecosystems.

The collaboration aims to build 
scalable and commercially viable 
aquaculture models by integrating 
advanced tilapia genetics, 
sustainable farming practices 
and efficient supply chain 
linkages, the company said in a 
release.

Aquasafra brings expertise in 
high-performance tilapia genetics, 
including hybrid seed stock 
designed for faster growth, higher 
survival rates and adaptability 
across farming conditions, along 
with capabilities in hatchery 
systems, feed optimisation and 
farm design.

ASMS will leverage its rural 
distribution network spanning 
over 5,000 villages and its digital 
ecosystem to deploy these 
technologies and expand 
aquaculture opportunities in rural 
and peri-urban areas.

The partnership will explore 
setting up region-specific 
hatcheries, modern aquaculture 
systems and aquaponics-based 

models aimed at climate-resilient 
agriculture.

It will also focus on feed 
optimisation, lake and reservoir 
stocking programmes and capacity-

building initiatives for farmers, 
cooperatives and agri-
entrepreneurs.

ASMS said the initiative aligns 
with its broader strategy under 

Project AVIO Agritech to expand 
into high-value sectors such as 
fisheries and water resource 
management.

Commenting on the 
development, Dr Raja 
Krishnamurthy M, Head – Agri 
Tech Business at ASMS, said the 
collaboration would help enhance 
rural incomes and diversify 
agricultural value chains by 
combining local reach with global 
aquaculture expertise.

The companies also plan to 
explore joint research in areas such 
as disease resistance, climate-
resilient production and efficient 
water management to support 
long-term growth in the fisheries 
sector.UNI

�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

HYDERABAD, MAR 27:  KKL Group 
on Wednesday launched its first electric 
vehicle (EV) dealership, “DANDU’S 
Electrical Vehicles”, in Hyderabad, 
marking its entry into the Telangana 
market.

The dealership was inaugurated 
by former DGP C N Gopinath Reddy, 
Chairman of KKL Hitech EV India Pvt 
Ltd, in the presence of industry and 
government representatives.

Speaking on the occasion, Reddy 
said the move aligns with India’s push 
towards clean mobility and aims to 
strengthen its presence in the fast-
growing EV segment, particularly in 
the two-wheeler category.

KKL plans to expand its dealership 
network in Telangana by adding around 

five dealerships per month from FY 
2026–27, targeting key cities including 
Hyderabad, Warangal, Karimnagar, 
Nizamabad and Khammam, he said.

The company is also planning to 
open around 10 dealerships by May 
2026, with a target of selling about 
200 units per month per dealer, he 
informed.

He said the EV market in Telangana 
remains underpenetrated, with electric 
vehicles accounting for around 1 per 

cent of total vehicle sales, presenting 
significant growth opportunities.

KKL offers a range of electric models 
including scooters, bikes, auto-loaders 
and mini cars, priced between ₹50,000 
and ₹1.5 lakh, equipped with lithium-
ion batteries, he said.

The company said it will focus on 
strengthening after-sales service, spare 
parts availability and customer support 
to drive adoption.

In addition to dealership expansion, 
KKL is targeting institutional and 
corporate sales and is exploring plans 
to set up lithium-ion battery 
manufacturing and EV charging 
infrastructure in India.

The company aims to establish over 
100 dealerships across South India in 
FY 2026–27 as part of its growth 
strategy.UNI

Seasonal demand, high airfares to boost bus travel growth: AbhiBus
�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

HYDERABAD, MAR 27 :  
AbhiBus, the online bus-ticketing 
platform owned by ixigo (Le 
Travenues Technology Limited), 
on Wednesday said the upcoming 
summer season, weddings, 
festivals and elections in states 
such as Tamil Nadu and Puducherry 
are expected to drive strong 
growth in bus travel demand.

Rohit Sharma, COO, AbhiBus, 
said rising airfares due to higher 
crude oil prices and congestion 
in railways are likely to push more 
passengers towards buses.

The company is offering 
discounts of up to 25 per cent to 
attract travellers during the peak 
season.

“Bus travel competes with air, 
rail and personal vehicles. When 

airfares rise or railway waiting 
lists increase, buses see a direct 
uptick in demand,” he said.

He added that the bus segment 
remains resilient even during 
economic slowdowns and 
geopolitical uncertainties, with 
consistent demand across seasons.

AbhiBus aggregates services 
from over 6,200 operators across 
more than 6.5 lakh routes and 
holds a mid-to-late teens market 
share, with strong traction in 
South India.

The company said online bus 
t ic ket i ng  rem a i n s 
underpenetrated, offering 
significant growth potential.

Routes such as Hyderabad–
Vijayawada have recorded strong 
growth, while solo women 
travellers increased 47 per cent 
year-on-year, supported by safety 

features like the ‘Pink Seat’ option.
Women travellers overall 

account for around 40 per cent 
of bookings, with nearly 80 per 
cent year-on-year growth.

AbhiBus has partnered with 
Uber to enable intercity bus 
bookings within its app.

The company’s ‘Assured’ 
programme offers 100 per cent 

refunds for delays beyond two 
hours, 150 per cent compensation 
for cancellations and full refunds 
for customer-initiated 
cancellations, with around 360 
operators onboard.

It currently partners with 17 
State Road Transport Corporations 
(SRTCs), including OSRTC, TSRTC 
and KSRTC, to enhance 
connectivity.

AbhiBus said its gross 
transaction value (GTV) has 
crossed Rs 2,400 crore in the last 
12 months and is growing at 
40–50 per cent year-on-year.

In Q3 FY26, it reported a GTV 
of ₹670.9 crore, up 36 per cent 
year-on-year, while revenue 
rose 47 per cent to ₹75.5 crore, 
with passenger volumes 
increasing 33 per cent to 6.73 
million.UNI

Godrej unveils 2026 AC Range, targets 30–
40 pc growth this summer

�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

HYDERABAD, MAR 27:  Godrej 
Enterprises Group on Wednesday unveiled 
its 2026 air conditioner portfolio, 
featuring a range of smart and energy-
efficient models, and said it is targeting 

30–40 per cent growth during the summer 
season.

The new lineup spans split, cassette, 
tower and window ACs across capacities 
from 1 to 4 tonnes, with a focus on higher-
tonnage models and smart cooling solutions, 
the company said in a release.UNI
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Pat Cummins
Warns of Money Drift 
in Aussie Cricket

�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

MELBOURNE: An Australia 
captain stating there is a "tension 
point" for players around forgoing 
the Hundred this August to play in 
two home Tests against Bangladesh 
is prescient and should set off alarm 
bells during Cricket Australia's BBL 
privatisation debate.

That Pat Cummins did so on the 
Business in Sport podcast, his second 
appearance in three years, is an 
irony that also should not be lost on 
anyone at Jolimont or among the 
states debating whether to allow 
private investment into the BBL.

"The interesting point is, obvi-
ously a big Ashes series, all the main 
guys want to play that series," Cum-
mins said. "For example, during the 
Hundred this season we've got two 
Test matches against Bangladesh. 
All our guys that will play in that 
Test match have opted out of going 
to the Hundred auction but that's 
not going to be the case forever.

"Some of our guys are saying 
no to half-a-million pounds for 20 
days' work to go and play those 
two Test matches against Bangla-
desh. I think it is a tension point. 
At the moment our guys are so keen 

to play for Australia that they're 
happy to forgo that, but I don't think 
we can accept that that is going to 
be the case forever."

Suggesting that players are for-
going £500,000, which equates to 
roughly AU$960,000, is not quite 
accurate. Tim David was the high-
est Australian male earner at the 
recent Hundred auction with a deal 
worth £350,000 (AU$673,000). 
Harry Brook is the Hundred's high-
est earner at £465,000 and only 
three players, all Englishmen, are 
earning over £400,000.

But the general point is worth 
delving into. Five Test players - Cum-
mins, Josh Hazlewood, Mitchell 
Starc, Cameron Green and Travis 
Head - all currently earn signifi-
cantly more than David in the IPL. 
There is no reason why those five 
couldn't earn a similar number in 
the Hundred auction based on their 
IPL market value. The key difference 
is that David is a freelancer. He is 
not contracted to CA year-to-year, 
albeit he has consistently been 
upgraded to a central contract af-
ter qualifying through playing the 
minimum number of white-ball 
internationals (six). A CA upgraded 
contract is worth AU$353,574. Cum-

mins revealed in the conversation 
that his national deal was worth 
close to AU$3 million.

"Yeah, roughly," Cummins said. 
"And that's a 10-month, basically 
a year contract. And that's quite a 
high Aussie contract. There's some 
that might be on less than a fifth 
of that, who are also locked into 
play for Australia for 10 months."

It's actually for 12 months. It's 
technically written into the Aus-
tralian players' MOU that their rest 
period is April and May - the same 
period where Cummins and those 
other five forgo their rest to es-
sentially double their income in 
the IPL. Cummins, and a number 
of those others, get rested from 
Australian duty at other times dur-
ing the year as a result.

They are contracted to be avail-
able for the Tests against Bangladesh. 
They aren't playing for free. They 
are also paid a AU$16,318 squad 
fee per Test on top of their CA con-
tract and $3,264 team fee if they 
play in the XI. There is also a $11,255 
winning bonus for each individu-
al player. Two wins against Ban-
gladesh would net $61,674 on top 
of their contract, even if they are 
"forgoing" upwards of $670,000.

Affarwat-XI Beats Royal CC Magraypora, Storms into 
Final of Ramzan T10 Tournament Andergam

ASP Baramulla 
Inaugurates Girls Sports 

Meet in Kreeri Village

�� AASHIQ HUSSAIN 

KREERI, MAR 27: ASP Baramullla Neha Jain 
(IPS) in presence of SDPO Kreeri Aeshal Nissar 
Inaugurated Girls Cricket and Kho Kho Champi-
onship under civics action plan at Wagila Village 
of police Sub Division Kreeri .

Around 400 Girls of different Schools and 
clubs are participating in the championship.The 
tournament is scheduled to continue for at least 
three days , providing a platform for local youth 
to showcase their talent and engage in positive 
pursuits. The inaugural match was played between 
Al Murad club Kreeri and Immamia Public school 
Watergam. ASP Baramulla Neha Jain (IPS) While 
addressing the participants said that such types 
of Sporting event's to connect with the Youths 

under the banner of Various Ongoing welfare 
Programmes of Police Department will be con-
tinued. The budding sportspersons will be given 
a level playing field to display their talent & to 
ensure their career progressions under these 
flagship programs.

He said It's the collective responsibility of 
Parents & Civil Society members & Police to or-
ganize such types of Platforms to keep the Young-
er generation away from the scourge of Drugs 
Addiction, antisocial /anti national acts . This type 
of sporting activity is a constructive engagements 
with the Youths to make society a better place 
for the Younger generation & to explore their 
hidden talents. Among others SDPO Kreeri Aeshal 
Nissar,SHO Kreeri Gowhar Hussain and other 
officers of police Sub Division Kreeri, respectable 
citizens of Wagoora and Kreeri, Students and 
Sports lovers were present on the occasion.

�� HT SPORTS DESK

BARAMULLA, MAR 27: 
Affarwat-XI Sports Club deliv-
ered a Splendid  all-round per-
formance to defeat Royal 
Cricket Club Magraypora and 
qualify for the grand final of 
the Ramzan T10 Cricket Tour-
nament at Andergam.

After winning the toss, skip-
per Shahid Mir opted to bat 
first a decision that proved spot 
on. Affarwat-XI posted a strong 

total of 95 runs for the loss of 
2 wickets in 10 overs.

Leading from the front, Skip-
per Shahid Mir played a brilliant 
knock of 43 runs off 30 balls, 
smashing five boundaries and 
a towering six. He was well sup-
ported by Mujeeb ur Rehman, 
who contributed a quick fire 21 
runs off 14 balls, helping the team 
build a commanding total.

In response, Royal CC 
Magraypora struggled under 
pressure and were bowled out 

for just 45 runs in 9 overs. Mu-
dasir was the only batter to 
reach double figures, scoring 
11 runs.

Affarwat-XI bowlers domi-
nated the game Shahid Bashir 
and Aqib Lefty Scalped 2 wick-
ets each while Shakir Lefty, Dar 
Tawseef, Shahid Mir, and Kaiser 
took 1 wicket each for Affarwat-
XI Sports Club. Shahid Mir was 
adjudged Player of the match 
for his outstanding all-round 
performance.
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Editorial

Dr Basharat Khan 

In a time when the world trem-
bles under the weight of conflict 
and uncertainty, LitStream 

Issue 13, Vol. 2, the weekly liter-
ary supplement of Daily Headlines 
Today Kashmir, emerges not merely 
as a publication but as a moral and 
imaginative intervention. It stands 
at the confluence of the global and 
the local, drawing together voices 
from across countries while remain-
ing deeply rooted in the intellectual 
and emotional landscapes of Kash-
mir and India. This issue, dedicated 
to the special theme of “NO WAR 
– The World Wants Peace,” is a com-
pelling testament to the enduring 
power of language when other forms 
of power falter.

There are moments in histo-
ry when words must rise to meet 
silence imposed by fear, violence, 
and political impasse. We inhabit 
such a moment today. Across con-
tinents, conflict has seeped into the 
ordinary rhythms of life, unsettling 
communities and fragmenting cer-
tainties. Against this backdrop, 
LitStream gathers poets, academi-
cians, and thinkers who refuse to 
accept war as inevitable. Instead, 
they insist on articulating peace—
not as an abstract ideal, but as a 
lived, urgent necessity.

What distinguishes this issue 
is the remarkable convergence of 
diverse voices. Eminent professors 
and writers from Kashmir and vari-
ous parts of India contribute non-fic-
tional prose, reflective essays, and 
poetry that interrogate the idea of 
peace from multiple vantage points.
Their writings do not simplify or 
sentimentalize; rather, they con-
front the complexities of violence 
and its aftermath.They explore how 
war dismantles not only physical 
infrastructure but also the fragile 
architecture of trust, community, 
and human dignity.

Equally significant is the global 
participation that enriches the 
Poetry Section.Writers from dif-
ferent cultural and linguistic back-
grounds bring with them unique 
histories, yet their poetic expres-
sions resonate with a shared human 
concern.These poems are not mere 
responses to a thematic call; they 
are acts of witnessing. They bear 
testimony to loss, resilience, and the 
stubborn persistence of hope.They 
remind us that while wars may be 

fought along borders, their conse-
quences ripple through the collec-
tive consciousness of humanity.

The regular column LITSPEAK 
adds a distinctive dimension to this 
issue.The featured article on Picas-
so and Two Pigeons of Peace revisits 
the symbolic power of art in times of 
crisis. Pablo Picasso’s peace imag-
ery, particularly his iconic dove, 
transcends historical context to 
become a universal emblem of har-
mony and resistance to violence. In 
engaging with such artistic legacies, 
LITSPEAK underscores the conti-
nuity of the human desire for peace 
across generations and geographies.

This issue of LitStream also func-
tions as a manifesto—subtle yet res-
olute. It articulates a collective anxi-
ety about the current global climate, 
where escalating conflicts threaten 
to push humanity toward the brink 
of a catastrophic world war.The 
specter of nuclear annihilation is 
no longer confined to distant specu-
lation; it looms as a real and terrify-
ing possibility. The contributors do 
not ignore this reality. Instead, they 
confront it with intellectual rigor 
and emotional honesty, urging read-
ers to recognize the stakes involved.

War, as many pieces in this issue 
emphasize, is not merely a geopoliti-
cal event.It is a profound disruption 
of social order and systems of devel-

opment. It corrodes economies, 
distorts priorities, and amplifies 
inequalities.The environmental 
consequences—pollution, ecological 
degradation, and long-term health 
risks—further compound the crisis.
Trade and commerce falter, cultural 
exchanges diminish, and the very 
idea of progress is called into ques-
tion. In such a scenario, the call for 
“NO WAR” is not rhetorical; it is 
existential.

Yet, this issue does not succumb 
to despair. If anything, it is animat-
ed by a quiet but determined opti-
mism.The contributors believe in 
the capacity of literature to foster 
empathy, to bridge divides, and to 
imagine alternatives. They do not 
offer easy solutions, nor do they 
resort to slogans. As articulated in 
the editorial vision, the aim is not 
to produce propagandist verse but 
to seek truth—the kind of truth that 
poetry alone can hold with nuance 
and depth.

The poems in this collection, 
whether understated or impas-
sioned, engage with the theme of 
peace in diverse ways. Some evoke 
personal grief and memory, others 
meditate on collective suffering, and 
still others gesture toward reconcil-
iation and healing.Together, they 
create a polyphonic narrative that 
resists uniformity while affirming 

shared values. This multiplicity is, 
in itself, a form of resistance against 
the homogenizing forces of conflict.

The prose contributions comple-
ment the poetry by providing ana-
lytical and reflective frameworks.
They examine the historical roots of 
conflict, the role of ideology, and the 
responsibilities of individuals and 
institutions.They challenge readers 
to think critically about the struc-
tures that perpetuate violence and 
to consider the ethical imperatives 
of peacebuilding.

At its core, LitStream Issue 13, 
Vol. 2 is an invitation—an invitation 
to listen, to reflect, and to respond. 
It calls upon readers not to remain 
passive consumers of information 
but to become active participants in 
the discourse on peace. It reminds 
us that while political negotiations 
and diplomatic strategies are cru-
cial, the cultural and intellectual 
dimensions of peace are equally 
vital. By bringing together contrib-
utors from diverse backgrounds, 
they have created a space where 
dialogue transcends boundaries 
and differences become sources of 
enrichment rather than division. 
LitStream acknowledges the contri-
bution from all eminent writers and 
poets for this special issue for which 
they submitted at a short time . 

In conclusion, LitStream Issue 
13, Vol. 2 stands as a luminous 
example of what literary engage-
ment can achieve in troubled times. 
It transforms the abstract ideal of 
peace into a tangible, collective 
endeavor. It reminds us that even in 
an era dominated by noise and con-
flict, there is still room for thought-
ful, compassionate, and courageous 
expression.

I appreciate all the pieces on War 
fictional and nonfictional including 
the short story of Dr Mallika Trip-
athi, regular literary column LIT-
SPEAK by Dr Ratan Bhattacharjee 
along with the excellent write up of 
Dr Mushtaque B Barq whose write 
up “A Cradle of Empathy in a Clash 
of Ignorances" where he focuses on 
world hegemony and cold economic 
calculations is attuned to the theme 
of this special issue of LitStream.

The world today stands at a pre-
carious juncture. The choices we 
make—individually and collective-
ly—will shape the future of human-
ity. In such a context, the voices 
gathered in this issue resonate 
with a simple yet profound truth: 
the world wants peace. And through 
the power of language, imagination, 
and shared humanity, that aspira-
tion can be nurtured, sustained, 
and,ultimately realized.

LitStream could not accommo-
date all the poems due to space con-
straints. Those whose poems have 
not been included in this issue will 
be featured in the upcoming issue.

NO WAR: THE WORLD WANTS PEACE 
A GLOBAL CHORUS FOR PEACE 
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Mushtaque B Barq

As the global ambiance shifts, 
the perceptive mind drawn 
to the solace of art and the 

pulse of poetry, finds itself rapt by 
a deep concern. This is no fleeting 
shadow, but a protracted misery 
seemingly woven into the very fabric 
of the human condition for which the 
earth was fashioned. The hegemony 
of power and the cold calculations of 
the economy are not merely threats 
to our species; they are a desecration 
of the environment. In this recipro-
cal destruction, modern warfare 
reveals itself as a macro-level holo-
caust, consuming both the soul and 
the soil. It may be called as ‘clash 
of ignorances’ which perhaps was 
hinted at by T S Eliot prophecy that 
world ends not with a bang but with 
a weary, industrial whimper.

One may think the bombs and 
missiles that are showered by a 
mere click of a button shall leave the 
portion of the sky under which they 
live unharmed; however, this is a 
farfetched imaginations. Those who 
are facing the wrath of might are not 
aliens, but mankind itself. Now, the 
question that haunts me is that is 
whether it possible for a man of this 
era, who is being reduced to a rubble 
of insignificance to harbour a sift 
corner for the sensitive and emotive 
language utilised in the poetry. This 
answer sends a chill down the spine, 
leaving a pulsating heart either to 
stop in forlorn state or remain won-
derstruck by the realization that his 
life is merely a fragment of insignif-

icant rubble. 
Another serious issue that holds 

my spiritual tethering is whether 
poetry remains a relief for a sensitive 
mind, or for the common man who 
once took pleasure in the fine arts. 
In an age where mankind is treated 
as a means to satisfy ego and hege-
mony, one can only pull the window 
shut a bit to preserve the silver of 
the celestial fragment of the sky. In 
this rat race of technology, man is 
the worst hit. Defence has emerged 
as a once-unthinkable reality; man-
kind is now ready to respond to the 
machine with the machine. Conse-
quently, algorithmic vernacular has 
become a global, destructive tongue, 
burdened by its own cold clauses and 
linguistic limitations. Human lan-
guage, feelings, and emotions have 
fallen like autumnal leaves, leav-
ing the very structure of society as 
skeletal architecture of devastation, 
devoid of hope and progression. 

I feel disturbed how a victim of 
war read Saadi Shirazi (from the 
Gulistan) verse and deal with Sahir 
Ludhianvi (from Aie Sharif Insano)

Human beings are members of a 
whole,

 In creation of one essence and 
soul. 

If one member is afflicted with 
pain, 

Other members uneasy will 
remain. 

Whether it be our blood or the 
blood of a stranger,

 It is, after all, the blood of all 
mankind. 

Whether war is waged in the East 
or the West,

 It is, after all, the murder of world 
peace.   

These golden lines lose their 
sheen as the luster of armaments 
falling from the once-hallowed sky 
spares neither an aesthetic spirit nor 
a mood that acknowledges the merit 

of the verses.  Instead of inspirations, 
the wrath of technology replaces 
the warmth of the delicately woven 
carpet of humanity. Additionally, 
one can vividly relate agony of the 
mankind to the healing touch that 
the bards of the past have preserved 
in their verses. Human heart needs 
healing touches, a bandage to cover 
open wound, rather than an open 
sore left to fester for generations 
to come. Bards have fulfilled their 
sacred charges as a representative of 
mankind and not of machines.

How can the flowers bear these 
wounds? 

Look at the garden; what a terri-
ble affliction has befallen it

 Kalam-e-Mahjoor (The Garden of 
Wounds)

What remains of 'Humanity' 
within Man?

Only war and strife, only blood 
and ruin.

Kuliyat-e-Azad (The Lament of 
Humanity).

I will not sing today...
 For the marks of tyranny are 

visible on every stone (every piece 
of rubble).

Kuliyat-e-Nadim (The Silent 
Song).

What must we do? What is our 
duty

Time has left its (painful) marks 
upon the very stones? 

Siyah Rooda Jaren Manz (In the 
Black River).

Bards have always sought to 
salve the fractures of humanity. 
In our current tribulations, they 
remain the sentinels of the collec-
tive souls, absorbing the anguish of 
masses through a cradle of empa-
thy. They borrowing the pain of the 
masses to infuse their verses with 
pulse to provide longevity to their 
compositions. The voices they raise 
are not swayed by social pressures 
or dictators. While history offers 

examples of court poets or compro-
mised writers who favoured a cause 
for personal gain, such "lower souls" 
never win a lasting place in the 
hearts of the people. Who can forget 
Maya Angelou’s words during the 
Civil Rights Movement, which later 
took the shape of an anthem: You 
may write me down in history with 
your bitter, twisted lies, you may 
trod me in the very dirt But still, like 
dust, I'll rise."  Still I Rise (1978). 

On the surface, a verse appears to 
be a mere acoustic texture related to 
a theme; yet, much like the way phi-
losophy runs deep within its serum, 
it grants a profound solace. Poets 
are more accurate historians than 
those who merely catalogue facts. 
These noble souls have sutured the 
fractures of a world where people, 
in general, starve for inclusivity. 
Regardless of the era, poetry still 
has its adherents, its well-wishers 
who quote it to find a way for their 
wordless expressions. Poetry carries 
relief because it is the voice of the 
common man, the module of the phi-
losopher, and the cry of mourning 
souls; above all, it is a divine mes-
sage to heal the unaddressed sores 
that, if left alone, might lead to mass 
destruction. The poet finds his own 
images in the abysses of humani-
ty, bringing them to the surface to 
explore and expose the tyranny and 
suppression his readers may have 
endured. He thus becomes a citi-
zen of the world, rather than of any 
single nation, carrying a universal 
unification to justify his poetic jus-
tice.

(Mushtaque B. Barq is a noted 
writer, translator and currently 

serves as an English Mentor at Cam-
bridge School. A recipient of several 

honours, including the G.N. Firaq 
Memorial Award and the Kalidas 

Literary Award, Ahad Zargar Award. 
He is known for his poetic finesse 

and for promoting Kashmiri literary 
heritage through his work.)

No War : The World Wants Peace



SATURDAY
28 march 20264 LitStream 

HT Saturday 

     CMYK     

Dr. Mallika Tripathi 

The night had wrapped the 
world in an unsettling still-
ness, the kind that speaks 

louder than chaos. Akash sat on the 
roof, staring into the vast sky that 
stretched endlessly above him. The 
stars flickered faintly, as if unsure 
whether to shine or hide behind the 
shadows of uncertainty that loomed 
over the land. His thoughts were not 
with the sky, nor with the distant 
hum of the sleeping town below. 
They were with Amrita - his Amrita 
- who slept just a few steps away, 
unaware of the storm within him.

He clasped his hands together, 
his fingers trembling slightly. How 
was he supposed to tell her? How 
could he look into her hopeful eyes 
and speak words that would shatter 
her fragile joy? She was expecting 
their child in just a few weeks - a 
life they had dreamed of together, 
a future they had carefully woven 
with love and laughter. And now, 
just when she needed him the most, 
he was being pulled away by a force 
far beyond his control.

War.
The word itself felt harsh, like 

a wound that refused to heal. It 
demanded sacrifice without asking, 
tore families apart without mercy, 
and left behind echoes of grief that 
lingered for generations. Akash had 
always known the call of duty could 
come at any time, but knowing it 
and living it were two entirely dif-
ferent things.

He closed his eyes, trying to 
steady his breath. “Just tell her,” he 
whispered to himself. “She deserves 
to know.” But his heart resisted.

After a while, he slowly rose 
and walked into the room. The soft 
yellow light of the lamp illuminat-
ed Amrita’s face. She sat on the 
bed, her fingers moving gently as 
she knitted tiny clothes for their 
unborn child. A soft smile played on 
her lips, as though she was already 
imagining the little life wrapped in 
those threads of love.

“Akash, look,” she said excitedly 
without even turning fully toward 
him. “I think this one will fit per-
fectly. And I was thinking - what 
if it’s a girl? We could name her…” 
Her voice trailed into dreams, into 
possibilities untouched by reality.

Akash stood there, frozen. He 
moved closer and gently held her 
hands. For a moment, time paused. 
This was his chance. This was the 
moment to speak, to break the 
silence, to prepare her for the inev-
itable.

But Amrita’s eyes sparkled with 
such innocent joy that his words 
dissolved before they could form.

She kept talking - about the baby, 
about their future, about how she 
imagined him holding their child 
for the first time. Each word tight-
ened the knot in his chest.

And then, quietly, he let go. With-
out a word, without a warning, he 
stepped back. Sometimes silence 
feels easier than truth, even when 
it hurts more.

That night, while she slept, 
Akash packed his bag. Every fold of 
his clothes felt heavy, every zipper 
closing like the shutting of a door 
he didn’t want to leave behind. He 

paused one last time, looking at her 
sleeping form. He wanted to wake 
her, to say goodbye, to hold her just 
once more. But he didn’t. Instead, 
he left - taking with him unspoken 
words, unfinished moments, and a 
love burdened by distance.

Morning arrived, but it brought 
no warmth. Amrita woke up with a 
strange uneasiness. The room felt 
emptier than usual. She called out 
softly, “Akash?” expecting him to 
respond from somewhere nearby.

Silence answered. Her heart 
skipped a beat as she searched the 
house, each step growing heavier. 
When she realized he wasn’t there, 
a wave of confusion washed over 
her. And then, like a sudden strike, 
the truth came.

He had been called to the border. 
The news fell on her like a storm. 
“Pooh sector,” someone mentioned 
- a place she had barely heard of, yet 
now it defined the distance between 
them. A place where danger lin-
gered, where uncertainty reigned, 
where life and death walked side 
by side.

Amrita sat down, her hands 
trembling. Memories of the pre-
vious night replayed in her mind 
- his hesitant presence, the way he 
held her hands, the silence she had 
ignored. “He was trying to tell me,” 
she whispered, her voice breaking. 
“And I didn’t even listen…”

Regret is a cruel companion. It 
doesn’t just remind you of what hap-
pened; it shows you what could have 
been. She tried calling him again 
and again. Each attempt met with 
the same response - no connection. 
The silence of the network mirrored 
the silence he had left behind.

Hours passed, but time felt dis-
torted, stretched thin by anxiety. 
Questions flooded her mind relent-
lessly.

How was he?
Was he safe?
Would he return before the baby 

was born?
Would he return at all?
The uncertainty was suffocating. 

Unable to bear it, she called her 

mother. The moment she heard her 
voice, the dam of restraint broke. 
“Maa…” she cried, her voice shak-
ing uncontrollably. “Akash will 
come back, na?”

There was a pause on the other 
end—a silence filled with helpless-
ness. Sometimes, even a mother 
doesn’t have answers. “Maa,” 
Amrita continued, tears streaming 
down her face, “he wanted to tell me 
yesterday… I saw it… but I was so 
lost in my own happiness… I didn’t 
let him speak. He left without even 
saying goodbye.”

Her words dissolved into sobs. 
“I didn’t even hold him proper-
ly… didn’t even ask him what was 
wrong…”

Grief is not always about loss; 
sometimes, it is about the moments 
we failed to live. And then, amid 
her tears, a deeper pain surfaced - a 
question that echoed far beyond her 
personal sorrow. “Maa… why do 
people fight?” she asked, her voice 
trembling with both anguish and 
innocence. “Why is there so much 
war? Can’t we just live peacefully?”

Her question hung in the air, 
unanswered yet profoundly pow-
erful.

Miles away, at the border, Akash 
stood among countless others like 
him - men bound not by choice, but 
by duty. Each of them carried a 
story, a family, a life waiting back 
home. Yet here they were, standing 
on a line that divided not just land, 
but humanity itself. The air was 
cold, harsh, and unforgiving. But 
what weighed heavier was not the 
weather - it was the thought of what 
they were protecting, and what they 
were losing in the process.

Akash looked at the horizon. 
Somewhere beyond it was Amrita. 
He imagined her holding the tiny 
clothes she had knitted, waiting for 
him. He imagined their child, who 
hadn’t even entered the world yet, 
already entangled in its conflicts. 
He placed his hand over his heart, 
as if trying to hold on to that image, 
to preserve it against the brutality 
surrounding him.

A lump formed in his throat. 
“Will this ever end?” he thought.

War doesn’t just destroy cities; it 
erodes hope. It takes away fathers 
before children can know them, 
separates lovers without warning, 
and leaves behind questions that no 
victory can answer.

“I’ll come back,” he had told him-
self countless times. But war does 
not listen to promises.

One fateful dawn, as the sky was 
just beginning to pale, the sound of 
an unexpected attack shattered the 
uneasy calm. Everything happened 
too quickly - orders, movements, 
explosions. Akash ran forward, not 
thinking of himself, only of his duty, 
of protecting what lay beyond that 
border.

And then-
A deafening blast. For a moment, 

everything went still.
The world blurred into silence, 

as though time itself had stopped 
to witness yet another life slipping 
away. Akash fell, his body surren-
dering to the violence he had tried 
to withstand. His eyes, half-open, 
searched the distant horizon one 
last time. Perhaps he saw her. Per-
haps, in that final breath, he whis-
pered her name. And then, he was 
gone.

Back home, the morning had 
begun like any other - heavy, uncer-
tain, filled with waiting. Amrita sat 
quietly, her hands resting over her 
womb, speaking softly to the life 
within her. “Your father will come 
soon,” she murmured, trying to 
believe her own words.

The doorbell rang.
A strange chill ran down her 

spine as she walked toward the 
door. Something felt wrong - ter-
ribly wrong. When she opened it, 
she found two uniformed officers 
standing there, their faces solemn, 
their eyes carrying a sorrow that 
needed no words. Her heart stopped. 
“No…” she whispered, shaking her 
head even before they spoke. “No… 
you’re mistaken… this can’t be…”

Cont. on Page 6
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LitSpeak

Dr Ratan Bhattacharjee 

The world today stands pre-
cariously close to the edge of 
a global conflict that many 

fear could escalate into World War 
III. Asked about the World War III, 
Einstein remarked : “I know not 
with what weapons World War 
III will be fought , but World War 
IV will be fought with sticks and 
stones “Rising tensions between 
major powers, fueled by territorial 
disputes, economic rivalries, and 
ideological divides, have created a 
volatile atmosphere. Nations are 
increasingly investing in advanced 
weaponry, cyber warfare capabil-
ities, and nuclear arsenals, signal-
ing a dangerous arms race. Diplo-
matic channels, once the safeguard 
against escalation, appear strained 
and ineffective, with trust eroding 
between allies and adversaries 
alike.

Regional conflicts in Eastern 
Europe, the Middle East, and the 
Indo-Pacific are no longer isolated; 
they intertwine with global inter-
ests, drawing in superpowers and 
heightening the risk of miscalcula-
tion.The spread of misinformation 
and propaganda further destabilizes 
societies, making peace harder to 
sustain. In this climate, even a small 
spark—a border clash, a cyberat-
tack, or a political assassination—
could ignite a chain reaction beyond 
control.

Yet, amid this looming threat, 
there remains hope. History 
reminds us that humanity has often 
stepped back from the brink, choos-
ing dialogue over destruction.The 
challenge now is whether leaders 
will summon the wisdom and cour-
age to prioritize cooperation, diplo-
macy, and peace over pride and 
power. The choice will determine 
the fate of generations.

That’s a heavy thought, and it 
reflects the anxiety many people 
feel when global tensions rise. His-
torically, the fear of a world war 
has often been tied to moments of 
geopolitical instability—alliances 
hardening, conflicts escalating, and 
rhetoric becoming more aggressive. 
But it’s important to remember that 
while the phrase “World War III” 
is often used in headlines or com-
mentary to capture the gravity of 
international crises, it doesn’t mean 
such a war is inevitable.

What history shows us is that 
diplomacy, dialogue, and cultural 
exchange have repeatedly pulled 
humanity back from the brink. 
Picasso’s “Two Pigeons “and his 
Dove of Peace remind us of the sym-
bolic power of peace—art can be a 
counterweight to violence, a way of 

insisting on harmony even when the 
world feels fractured.The pigeons, 
fragile yet enduring, embody the 
idea that peace is always possible, 
even in times of great uncertainty.

Dove of Peace and Deux Pigeons 
are a subject that invites us to 
explore not only Picasso’s painting 
itself but also the broader philo-
sophical and artistic currents that 
shaped it. To write about this in 
depth, we must consider Picasso’s 
life, his relationship with symbol-
ism, the role of pigeons.Pablo Picas-
so, one of the most influential artists 
of the twentieth century, was a man 
whose work constantly evolved, 
reflecting both his personal experi-
ences and the turbulent history of 
his time. Among the many motifs 
that appear in his art, pigeons hold 
a special place.They are not inciden-
tal creatures but symbols deeply 
tied to his notions of peace, inno-
cence, and continuity.The painting 
Two Pigeons is emblematic of this 
connection, and to understand it 
fully, we must situate it within 
Picasso’s broader artistic journey. 
Picasso was born in Málaga, Spain, 
in 1881 ,and from an early age he 
demonstrated extraordinary talent. 
His father, an art teacher, recog-
nized his son’s gift and nurtured it. 
By the time Picasso was a teenager, 
he was already producing works 
that rivaled those of established 
painters. Yet Picasso was never con-
tent to remain within the confines 
of tradition. He constantly sought 
new forms of expression, breaking 
boundaries and redefining what art 
could be. His career spanned multi-
ple styles—Blue Period, Rose 
Period, Cubism, Neoclassicism, Sur-
realism—and through each phase 
he reinvented himself. Amid this 
restless creativity, certain symbols 
persisted, and pigeons were among 
them. The pigeon motif became 
especially significant after World 
War II, when Picasso’s art intersect-
ed with political activism. In 1949, 
he famously created the Dove of 
Peace for the World Peace Congress 
in Paris. That image, simple yet pro-
found, became an emblem of the 
peace movement worldwide. But 
Picasso’s engagement with pigeons 
predates this iconic moment. He had 
a lifelong fascination with the bird, 
partly because of his father, who 
kept pigeons and often painted 

them. In Picasso’s own household, 
pigeons were a familiar presence, 
and they became subjects of his 
sketches and paintings throughout 
his career. The painting “Deux 
Pigeons” captures this enduring 
interest. At first glance, the work 
seems deceptively simple: two 
pigeons rendered with Picasso’s 
characteristic economy of line and 
form. Yet beneath the simplicity lies 
a wealth of meaning.The pigeons 
are not merely birds; they are sym-
bols of companionship, harmony, 
and the fragile beauty of peace.
Their pairing suggests duality—two 
beings in balance, two lives inter-
twined. In a world scarred by war 
and conflict, Picasso’s pigeons stand 
as quiet affirmations of hope. To 
appreciate Two Pigeons, we must 
also consider the broader cultural 
symbolism of pigeons. Across civi-
lizations, pigeons and doves have 
been associated with peace, love, 
and spirituality. In Christian ico-
nography, the dove represents the 
Holy Spirit. In ancient cultures, 
pigeons were linked to fertility and 
renewal. By invoking this imagery, 
Picasso tapped into a universal lan-
guage that transcends cultural 
boundaries. His pigeons are not just 
personal symbols; they are arche-
types that resonate with collective 
human aspirations.The timing of 
Picasso’s pigeon paintings is cru-
cial.The mid-twentieth century was 
a period of immense upheaval. 
World War II had left Europe devas-
tated, and the Cold War was begin-
ning to cast its shadow. Picasso, 
who had lived through both world 
wars, was deeply affected by the vio-
lence and destruction he witnessed. 
His masterpiece Guernica (1937) 
remains one of the most powerful 
anti-war statements in art history. 
Yet after the war, Picasso turned 
increasingly toward symbols of 
peace. The pigeons became his anti-
dote to the horrors of conflict, a way 
of envisioning a gentler world. In 
Two Pigeons, this vision takes a 
quiet, intimate form. Unlike the 
monumental drama of Guernica, 
the pigeons are small, tender, and 
unassuming.They embody peace 
not as a grand political slogan but 
as a lived reality, present in every-
day life. This shift from the epic to 
the intimate reflects Picasso’s belief 
that peace begins at home, in the 

simple bonds of companionship and 
care. Stylistically, Two Pigeons 
exemplifies Picasso’s mastery of 
line. He had an uncanny ability to 
capture the essence of a subject with 
minimal strokes.The pigeons are 
rendered with fluid contours, their 
forms distilled to essentials. This 
economy of means is not a limita-
tion but a strength. By stripping 
away extraneous detail, Picasso 
reveals the purity of the image.The 
pigeons are not weighed down by 
realism; they are elevated to sym-
bols, almost abstract in their clarity.
This approach aligns with Picasso’s 
broader philosophy of art. He once 
said, “Art is a lie that makes us real-
ize the truth.” In Two Pigeons, the 
“lie” is the stylization of the birds, 
but the truth is the peace they 
embody.The painting invites us to 
see beyond appearances, to grasp 
the deeper reality of harmony and 
coexistence. The pigeons’ simplicity 
is deceptive, for it conceals pro-
found meaning. To explore this fur-
ther, we can compare Two Pigeons 
with Picasso’s other pigeon works. 
His Dove of Peace is perhaps the 
most famous, but he also produced 
numerous lithographs and sketches 
of pigeons throughout the 1940s and 
1950s. In these works, the bird often 
appears alone, as a solitary emblem. 
In Two Pigeons, however, the pair-
ing introduces a new dimension.
The presence of two birds suggests 
relationship, dialogue, and mutual-
ity. Peace is not a solitary state but 
a shared one. It requires coopera-
tion, trust, and balance.The two 
pigeons embody this relational 
aspect of peace, reminding us that 
harmony is achieved not in isola-
tion but in connection.The painting 
also resonates with Picasso’s per-
sonal life. He was a man of intense 
relationships, often tumultuous, 
with women, friends, and fellow art-
ists. His art frequently reflected 
these dynamics, oscillating between 
tenderness and conflict. In “Deux 
Pigeons” (Two Pigeons) , we glimpse 
the tender side of Picasso—the 
desire for companionship, the 
appreciation of quiet harmony.The 
pigeons may well symbolize the 
kind of relationship he aspired to, 
even if his own life was often 
marked by turbulence. Beyond per-
sonal symbolism,Two Pigeons 
speaks to a broader human longing. 
In a century defined by war, geno-
cide, and ideological conflict, the 
yearning for peace was universal. 
Picasso’s pigeons gave visual form 
to this yearning.They became icons 
of hope, reproduced on posters, ban-
ners, and stamps. The simplicity of 
the image made it accessible to all, 
transcending language and culture. 
In this sense,Two Pigeons is not just 
a painting; it is part of a larger 
movement, a collective dream of 
peace. Yet we must also acknowl-
edge the complexity of Picasso’s 
engagement with peace. He was a 
member of the Communist Party, 
and his peace imagery was often 

Picasso in Search of Global Peace 
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tied to political activism. Critics 
have debated whether his pigeons 
were purely artistic symbols or pro-
paganda tools. Some argue that 
Picasso’s peace imagery was com-
promised by his political affilia-
tions, while others see it as a genu-
ine expression of his convictions.
Two Pigeons occupies a space where 
art and politics intersect, raising 
questions about the role of the artist 
in society. Is the artist a neutral cre-
ator, or a participant in political 
struggles? Picasso’s pigeons suggest 
that art cannot be divorced from 
life. They embody peace not as an 
abstract ideal but as a lived commit-
ment. The reception of Two Pigeons 
and related works underscores their 
impact.The Dove of Peace became 
the emblem of the World Peace Con-
gress, and Picasso’s dove imagery 
spread across the globe. It was 
adopted by peace movements, repro-
duced in countless forms, and 
became part of popular culture.The 
doves transcended the art world, 
entering the realm of collective con-
sciousness. In this way, Picasso 
achieved something remarkable: he 
created an image that was both 
deeply personal and universally res-
onant. The doves were his, but they 
belonged to everyone. From an art 
historical perspective, Two Doves 
also reflects Picasso’s dialogue with 
tradition.The motif of birds has a 
long history in art, from ancient 
frescoes to Renaissance paintings. 
By choosing doves, Picasso aligned 
himself with this tradition while 
also transforming it. His pigeons are 
not decorative motifs but symbols 
charged with contemporary mean-
ing. They speak to the anxieties and 
hopes of the twentieth century, 
bridging past and present. In this 
sense, Two Pigeons exemplifies 
Picasso’s genius: his ability to take 

traditional forms and infuse them 
with new significance. The painting 
also invites us to reflect on the 
nature of peace itself. What does 
peace mean? Is it merely the absence 
of war, or something more? Picas-
so’s doves suggest that peace is not 
passive but active. It is a state of 
harmony, of balance, of mutual 
care. The two doves  embody this 
active peace, their companionship 
a metaphor for the relationships 
that sustain human life. In a world 
where conflict often dominates, the 
dove  reminds us of the possibility 
of another way.They are small, frag-
ile creatures, yet their symbolism is 
immense.They teach us that peace 
is not a distant ideal but a lived real-
ity, achievable through everyday 
acts of care and connection. In con-
clusion,Two Pigeons is more than a 
painting; it is a meditation on peace, 
companionship, and the human con-
dition. Through the simple image of 
two birds, Picasso conveys profound 
truths about life and art.The pigeons 
are symbols of hope, reminders of 
our shared humanity, and emblems 
of the peace we all long for. In their 
quiet presence, we find a vision of 
harmony that transcends conflict 
and endures across time. 

If “Guernica" represents the 
anguish of war, Picasso’s Dove of 
Peace represents hope. Created in 
1949 for the World Peace Congress, 
the image of a simple white dove 
carrying an olive branch became 
one of the most recognizable peace 
symbols in the world.This motif 
transcended political boundar-
ies and ideologies. It was not tied 
to any one nation or movement 
but spoke universally—echoing 
humanity’s longing for harmony.
The dove, in its simplicity, con-
trasts sharply with the complexity 
and violence depicted in Guerni-
ca, showing Picasso’s dual vision: 
to reveal suffering and to imagine 

peace. The relationship between 
Pablo Picasso and Adolf Hitler was 
never personal, yet it represents 
one of the most profound symbolic 
confrontations in modern histo-
ry—between creative freedom and 
totalitarian control, between art 
and ideology, between conscience 
and cruelty.

Picasso and Hitler stood on oppo-
site ends of the cultural and moral 
spectrum. Hitler, the architect of 
Nazi ideology during World War 
II, believed art should serve propa-
ganda. He promoted rigid, classical 
forms that glorified power, racial 
purity, and the state. Modern art—
abstract, experimental, emotionally 
disruptive—was condemned as

“degenerate.” Picasso, on the 
other hand, revolutionized modern 
art.Through Cubism and later 
works, he broke forms apart to 
reveal deeper truths. His art did 
not obey authority; it questioned, 
resisted, and exposed it.

Under Hitler’s regime, works by 
Picasso and other modernists were 
banned, ridiculed, and displayed in 
the infamous Degenerate Art Exhi-
bition in Munich. The aim was to 
shame artists whose work did not 
conform to Nazi ideals.

Picasso’s art was seen as danger-
ous—not because it promoted vio-
lence, but because it encouraged 
independent thought. Dictatorships 
fear imagination because it cannot 
be controlled.

Picasso’s opposition to dictator-
ship was not confined to a single 
painting. His entire artistic and 
personal life reflected a rejection of 
authoritarianism.

He openly opposed fascism and 
refused to align with oppressive 
regimes.During the Nazi occupation 
of Paris in World War II, Picasso 
stayed in the city, quietly resisting 
through his art. He later joined the 
French Communist Party, aligning 

himself with anti-fascist ideals and 
global peace movements.

A famous anecdote reflects his 
defiance: when a German officer, 
seeing a photograph of Guernica, 
asked, “Did you do this?” Picasso 
replied, “No, you did.”

Later in his life, Picasso creat-
ed the War and Peace murals in 
Vallauris, France—an ambitious 
artistic statement portraying the 
dual forces shaping humanity. War 
appears as a monstrous, destructive 
presence, while Peace is shown as a 
nurturing, harmonious force filled 
with music, family, and life.

These murals demonstrate Picas-
so’s enduring belief that art must 
not only expose injustice but also 
envision a better world.

Picasso redefined the role of the 
artist in society. He showed that art 
could be a witness to suffering and 
as a weapon against tyranny

Art as a vision of peace in his 
works continues to resonate today 
because the struggles he depicted—
war, oppression, and the yearning 
for peace—remain deeply relevant. 
Through Guernica, the Dove of 
Peace, and countless other works, 
Picasso turned art into a universal 
language of resistance and hope.

It is a good news that some 
powerful countries have forward-
ed proposals for peace and India 
always advocates global peace.The 
Panchsheel rules of India loudly 
support the peace initiatives. 
War can never be the solution.
The famous Attenborough film 
“Gandhi” ends with a warning note 
“ Tooth for tooth , eye for eye will 
leave the world toothless and blind”

(International Dickens Medal 
winner multilingual writer and poet 

Dr Ratan Bhattacharjee the author 
of “Oleander Blooms” and “Twilight 
of Love" is an International Visiting 

Professor. He may be mailed at prof-
ratanbhattacharjee@gmail.com)

But reality does not bend to 
denial. “We regret to inform you…”

The words echoed, distant and 
hollow, as though they belonged to 
another world. Amrita stood frozen, 
her ears ringing, her vision blurred. 
The ground beneath her seemed to 
disappear. Akash was gone.

Gone without a goodbye. Gone 
with words left unsaid. Gone, leav-
ing behind a silence that would 
never be filled.

A piercing cry escaped her lips, 
raw and uncontrollable. She col-
lapsed to the floor, clutching her 
chest as if trying to hold together 
something that had already shat-
tered beyond repair.

“Maa…” she cried out later, her 
voice broken, almost unrecogniz-
able. “He didn’t even say goodbye… 
and I… I didn’t let him speak…”

Regret, now, was no longer just a 
thought - it was a wound, deep and 
permanent.

Days turned into nights, but 
time lost its meaning. The house 
that once echoed with laughter now 
stood still, suffocated by absence. 
Every corner reminded her of him - 
the chair he sat on, the cup he used, 
the dreams they had built together.

And then, as if her grief wasn’t 
enough, life dealt her another cruel 
blow.

The stress, the trauma, the 
unbearable sorrow - her body could 
not endure it.

One night, amidst silent tears 
and whispered prayers, she felt a 
sharp pain. Fear gripped her as she 
was rushed to the hospital, her mind 
desperately clinging to the one hope 
she still had - their child.

But even hope, it seemed, was not 
spared by war.

Hours later, in a stark white 
room that smelled of antiseptic and 
despair, the doctor’s words fell like 
a final verdict. “We’re sorry… we 
couldn’t save the baby.”

Something inside her broke - 
completely, irreversibly. If Akash’s 
death had shattered her world, this 
loss erased whatever remained of it. 
Now, there was nothing.

No husband.
No child.
No future.
Only an emptiness so vast that 

even her tears seemed insignificant 
before it.

Amrita returned home, but it no 
longer felt like home. It was just a 
place filled with memories she could 
neither hold nor escape. She sat 

by the window - the same window 
where she once waited with hope.

Now, she waited for nothing. Her 
hands, once busy knitting dreams, 
lay still in her lap. The half-finished 
baby clothes remained untouched - 
a cruel reminder of what could have 
been.

“I should have listened…” she 
whispered into the void. “I should 
have held him… stopped him… said 
something… anything…” But the 
past does not return to offer second 
chances.

Her regret became her constant 
companion, whispering the same 
haunting truth over and over again 
- that the last moment she had with 
him, she had let slip away. And 
beyond her personal loss, a deeper 
realization settled within her—a 
bitter understanding of what war 
truly takes. It doesn’t just take lives 
on the battlefield.

It takes love from homes.
It takes fathers from unborn chil-

dren.
It takes dreams before they can 

breathe.
It takes hope… and leaves behind 

a silence that no victory can justify.

Amrita looked up at the sky, 
her eyes hollow yet searching, as 

if questioning the very fabric of 
existence. “Maa… why do people 
fight?” her voice echoed faintly 
in her memory. Now she had her 
answer—not in words, but in loss. 
War had taken everything she had.

Her husband.
Her child.
And finally, her will to live. She 

wasn’t alive anymore - not truly. 
She merely existed, carrying within 
her the ruins of a life that once held 
meaning.

As the world continued its end-
less cycle of conflict and conquest, 
somewhere in a quiet, forgotten 
home, Amrita sat broken, silent, 
and empty.

Dr. Mallika Tripathi is an accom-
plished academician, author, and 

bilingual poet whose work reflects 
both intellectual depth and emotion-

al sensitivity. Through her writing, 
she strives to give voice to those 

who often remain unheard. Guided 
by a strong sense of empathy 

and social awareness, she firmly 
believes in one universal religion 
- humanity - and her work consis-
tently echoes this philosophy of 

compassion, inclusivity, and shared 
human experience.
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PEACE 

Afroza Jesmine

It is peace;

When flowers bloom.

It is peace;
When birds fly in the sky.

It is peace 
When the rain comes after 
dry season.

It is peace;
When a gentle breeze is 
blowing.

It is peace;
When you smile with 
people.

It is peace;

When you asked how are 
you?

It is peace;
When you play with your 
children.

It is peace;
When you take care of 
your family.

It is peace;
When you spend your 
time with your parents.

It is peace;
When you do your job 
honestly.

It is peace;
When you raise your 
hands to your creator.

It is peace;
When you simultaneously 
smile with the Rich and 
the Poor.

​(Afroza Jesmine ,Poet, 
Editor & Educator is  Found-
er of “Primelore Writer’s 
Heaven” and recipient of 
the Golden Sisters Award 
. Her poetry book ‘Hredoy 
Pother Bake’, is like by all . 
Her poems  translated into 
Arabic and Korean.)

WAR SCARS ON 
MENTAL HEALTH 

Sayed Mobashar Ali

When war happens on land,
It also dwells in the mind.
When a boy sleeps in his house,
But wakes up in rubble,
It leaves a scar on mental health,
A loss far greater than wealth.

It leads to PTSD and trauma,
That lives forever in the mind,
Haunting memories and silent 
fears,
That time cannot easily unwind.

As wars grow like the wind,
Peace is what can heal the mind.
It stands in favor of us all,
There should be a call for peace.

(Sayed Mobashar Ali from 
Jammu and Kashmir, currently pur-

suing a degree in Psychology (Hon-
ours) at Jamia Millia Islamia, New 

Delhi. His nterests lie in psycholo-
gy, media, society, and democracy.)

NO MORE WARS

Dr. Ranjana Sharan Sinha

Love and Peace have vanished:
Men have become dreaded ani-
mals
chasing one another in wanton 
glee
presenting a kaleidoscope abys-
mal--
Relentless steps:
Blood all over,
people lying in pools of red water,
gunshots, bewildered bawling
and screams shake the earth
and rise high
rocking the serene sky.
Death, destruction, 
trauma and uncertainty 
beyond words!
The earth, Oh, God is burning!

(Dr. Ranjana Sharan Sinha is a 
contemporary poet, fiction writer, 
academic and retd professor 
of English. A recipient of many 
awards at national and interna-
tional levels, she received a com-
mendation from the  former Presi-
dent of India, ) A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 
for one of her poems. Published 10 
books in different genres.)

WHOOSHING OF THE WICKED WIND

Santosh Bakaya 

A wicked wind whooshes wildly 
through the scared branches. 
Terrified trees quiver in their crumpled attire, 
lamenting the mess the world is in.

How do we defy this world which cares two hoots for 
peace?  
There is fire everywhere. 
Intense and visceral humiliation, and fear. 

That poem of Thomas Hardy we read in school,
 “The Man He Killed”, keeps ricocheting in my mind: 
“Yes; quaint and curious war is\ You shoot a fellow 
down 
\you’d treat if met where any bar is\”   
Yes, all this killing is senseless. 
Friends become foes without any reason. 
Kids become orphans without any reason. 
One loses an arm, another a leg.  
People wounded, and scarred for life. 
One hunts for his mother, another his wife.    
Still another hobbles forth on unsteady feet, 

hunting for his lost family- a tragically tough feat.

With tingling eyes I watch, horror- struck
as the night is snipped into a trillion bruised stars. 
 
No more will we tolerate man’s inhumanity to man. 
No more.
No more talk of lances, swords, guns or grenades. No 
more. 
No more requiems or elegies to be sung for the dead. 
No more. 
No more, the wasting of young lives. No more. 
No more faceless victims. No more.    

Say YES to war- 
against double speak and hypocrisy 
against megalomania
against dehumanization 
against poverty   
against rapacious rabble rousers 
against narcissistic sociopaths. 

While I was spilling words on paper, 
lava was spilling into mystical room. 
Before my writhing could become a tome 
Alas, the war had reached my home.

(Santosh Bakaya, PhD, is  a renowned poet, aca-
demician, essayist, biographer, novelist, columnist, 

literary critic, and TEDx speaker to the group.  Interna-
tionally acclaimed for her poetic biography of Mahatma 

Gandhi, Ballad of Bapu, as well as her work on Martin 
Luther King Jr. She is the author of 32 widely celebrated 

books across diverse genres. Her TEDx talk, The Myth 
of Writers’ Block, enjoys immense popularity in cre-

ative writing circles.)

WE WANT TO LIVE IN PEACE 

Maria Kolovou Roumelioti

War is blind and deaf  like Charon...
It does not see!... It does not hear!...
It does not distinguish.. It does not choose...
It does not recognize good and evil... Right and wrong....

Everyone and everything  are in the same bag with 
snakes...
Young... Old... Children.... Women... Men... Parents....

It separates mothers and children... Women from men.
It destroys bodies and souls .Vast Empires. Eternal 
Civilizations.

It wipes out entire generations leaving behind it only 
rubble 
with the smell of death.
The living dead- Shadows wandering in the ruins 
looking for signs of life...
The wounded who are slowly dying.

In war, there are no winners. Everywhere, losses and 
victims are counted.

Death is the ruler... With the smell of burning,  in the 
hair of children......

And we are, simple people!.... And We Want to Live 
in Peace!

(Maria Kolovou Roumelioti‧ writer, poet, visual artist 
and long-distance runner - marathon runner. she is a 

member of many Literary and Artistic Associations 
and Associations. She has combined all her hobbies 
together and continues her creative course and per-
sonal development with continuous awards and dis-
tinctions in all areas where she is active. Many of her 
works have been included in collective anthologies, 

literary magazines and newspapers, etc.)
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THE WORLD WANTS PEACE 

Muammer Alsufyani

A rosary of lead
A rifle’s lips beseeching death
The eye is awash with grief
A conscience cowers in fear

On the darkened earth
The wind’s whispers are a funeral march
A mother calls out to her son
Lost in the throngs of despair..

Lay down the arms in your hands
From country to country
The world cries out for peace

(Muammar Alsufyani is a Yemeni poet and 
writer known for his powerful, emotionally res-

onant verse that explores themes of identity, 
love, and social issues. His work has appeared in 

international publications, earning him a growing 
global literary presence.)

WE DON'T WANT BLISS OF 
DESTRUCTION 

Md Ejaj Ahamed 

We want the earth of peace mere,
We don't want bliss of wars.
We want to become soldiers
Of humanity and peace, not of war.

We want to draw the maps of tranquility,
We dream of the beauty,
We don't want bliss of wars,
We want peacefull neighbours.

We don't want bliss of destruction,
We want peacefull condition
Where the breeze whispers tales of happi-
ness,
The flowers smile, the sky spreads bright-
ness.

(Md Ejaj Ahamed is a bilingual poet, 
writer, journalist, translator, teacher and an 

editor. His poems have been translated into 
27 languages. He is the chief editor of Swap-

ner Vela Sahitya Patrika.)

SILENT HORIZON

Taghrid Bou Merhi 

We have counted too many nights of fire,
too many skies broken by iron wings.
Children have learned the language of fear
before they ever spoke of dreams.

No war can write a future in ashes,
no victory blooms from shattered bones.
The earth is tired of grieving mothers,
of empty streets and silent homes.

We want peace—not whispered, but rising,
like dawn that refuses to hide.
A peace that heals the wounded hours,
that gathers all hearts inside.

Let every border forget its anger,
let every hand release its stone.
For in the end, this fragile planet
was never meant to burn alone.

(Taghrid Bou Merhi is a Brazilian poet, 
translator, and media professional. She 

has authored numerous books, translated 
global literature, and her works appear in 

many international languages and anthol-
ogies.)

LIGHT IS DYING 

Mustafa  Moin

All the fireflies
have been captured in a clenched fist.

Light is dying.

Foxes came into the courtyard,
howling threats into the night.

A band of watchdogs of the dark
stood with ears pricked—
tempted by thrown scraps of meat and bread,
their blood has lost its fire.

In this city, I am a creature unknown to myself.
At the far edge of the suburb,
a few grasshoppers and I
once clung to each other.

In the campaign of fire,
some grasshoppers burned to death,
some fled away.

Here—
only heaps of charcoal remain.

( Mustafa Moin is an eminent poet whose 
poems on society and man are globally pub-

lished . His published collections of poetry 
gained immense popularity and his poems 

reflect wisdom and philosophical insight . Tex-
ture of his poems is deceptively simple and the 
symbolical depth of his poetic vision is unfath-

omable.)

NO WAR

Elisabetta Bonaparte

War has no human face,
only masks of smoke and iron
and bromidrosis of resentment that spreads
slicing through the air.
It steals time from life,
obscures the light and blinds in the night.
The flags cry victory,
but the wind knows the truth:
blood calls to blood, hatred calls to hate.
War is a persistent mistake,
a fire that devours promises,
it is rot that creeps in and infests.
And so let us sing a cry of love
because there is no glory in the rubble,
no victory is worth the sacrifice of a life,
and no flag can ever dry the tears of pain.

( Elisabetta Bonaparte is an Italian poet, writer, 
lawyer and teacher. She has participated in national 

and international literary competitions, winning 
First Prizes, Medals, Plaques Special Prizes. She has 

been included in "Wikipoesia" (Encyclopedic Plat-
form of Contemporary Poets in Italy). Her poems 

have been translated into English, Albanian, Benga-
li, Spanish, and Arabic and included in several liter-

ary journals and international poetry anthologies, 
both print and online)

FALL

Mauricio Vélez Mejía

Fragments of war and red sand
statuized him.
at his pyramidal whim,
he continued to subjugate.

They respected the sun
but not its reflection.

Dozens of rock men secured the empire.

Erotic, dressed in flowers,
they surrendered,
then were ground to dust.

Beasts at the front, shields in their hands…
nothing could save them.

They statuized him,
this time without warning.

The blizzard of sand and harps returned:
they reclaimed the kingdom.

(Mauricio Vélez Mejía. Medellín, Colom-
bia. Poet and storyteller. His work has been 

published in national and international 
anthologies and magazines. He is the author 

of This Lightning Bolt Is in No Hurry.)
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SAVE ALL CHILDREN OF MOTHER EARTH 

Lan Xin (Lanxin Samei)

All faiths share one source, one heart
one world, one family, under heaven
Cosmic harmony, peace for all things
this is the call of every sacred faith
Earth is a child of the cosmic Mother
humanity shares one common destiny
Every land on this blue planet is her precious pearl
with dignity and grace
Every life is her child, to be revered and loved
War and harm break Mother Earth’s heart
Greed and plunder are no true victory
nor is triumph through bullying and power
Force cannot win hearts, it only sows bitterness
The truest conquest is sincere respect
A nation is no toy, but our shared home
we are all the beloved children of Mother Earth

 (Lan Xin is renowned cultural figure and globally 
popular Chinese writer, poet and translator, winner of 

multiple international literary awards and outstand-
ing international contribution honors, Ambassador 

of Great Love and Peace, the only female inheritor of 
UNESCO Memory of the World Dongba Culture, Dean 
of Dongba Culture Academy and Lanxin Samei Acad-

emy.)

PEACE : ESSENCE OF HUMANITY 

Prasanna Kkumar

Peace - the utmost 
Essence to the humans,
Strive for the same and the Man
Gets the rest
Of things,

Say no to wars, 
Stop the hatred for other races,
Sense no boundaries
See people as one 
With no colours,

As humans we should seek peace,
It’s our right to possess,
No one should be deprived of this piece of 
moments.
That’s when one feels the solace.

(Mr. Prasanna Kkumar, founder of The Fertile 
Brains, in recognition of his stellar contribution 

to nurturing a vibrant fertile poetic culture among 
the youth)

PEACE ON EARTH 
HAS WORTH

Dr Perwaiz Shaharyar 

Peace on the earth is always good 
to human kind
It is as true as this proverb, good 
mind good find

Wars have been devastating to 
the people and wealth
Wars have been making poor the 
nations on the earth
Wars have been producing arti-
ficial limbs for civilians
Wars have been seen as counter 
products of rebellions

War mongers always create 
rapid conflicts for war
But the peace keeping good 
people counter it at par

The beauty of humanity is 
hidden in peace and love
We don’t want vultures, we want 
olive leaf and dove

Conflicts are inescapable but a 
war is not the solutions
We resolve them with peace, if 
we call us civilised nations

Remember that peace and har-
mony are essential for growth
We will never wage a war, come 
on we should take an oath

(Dr. Perwaiz Shaharyar is an 
Editor and a trilingual (English, 

Hindi and Urdu) poet, short story 
writer and critic from India. He is 

Graduate with English Honours 
from Ranchi University. He has 

topped Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity in Masters with Literature. 

He was awarded Doctor of Phi-
losophy for his Research Work 

from University of Delhi. He is 
Post Graduate Diploma holder 

in Calligraphy, Mass Media 
and Book publishing. He has 

written more than 100 poems, 
participated in many worldwide 

webinars and published in var-
ious international anthologies, 

so far. His as many as 25 poems 
have been translated by many 

award-winning litterateurs in 
Polish, Indonesian, Arabic, Span-

ish, Portuguese and Albanian 
languages. The anthology of his 
40 selected poems ‘The Burning 
Boat’ containing mystic (Sufism) 
and metaphysical elements was 

published in November 2025.)

OF THE CHILDREN 

Panagiota P. Lampri

Like rose-tinted roses cut down
at the dawn of a flowering, fertile spring,
are the dead children of the insatiable wars.

Their innocent gaze, setting too soon,
holds within it games, drawings, books…
friends and beloved faces,
and refuses the frenzy of humankind.
Their ears, once filled with warlike cries,
hear them no more, only gentle songs,
and their mother’s soothing lullabies
send them onward into the harmony of the uni-
verse.
Their faces, once promising life,
now pale, drawn toward the unknown beyond,
are lit in singular radiance
by the light of the stars,
until… until they turn again toward the earth 
in awe,
and, wondering at the violent passions of mortals,
vanish into the cosmos, at peace.

The children, the tender spoils of wars,
utter but one word as they die: “PEACE!”

(Panagiota P. Lampri was born in Rodavgi, Arta, 
Greece. She studied Philology at the Aristotle 

University of Thessaloniki and taught in second-
ary education. She has published her writings in 

newspapers and academic journals and has pub-
lished sixteen books, eight of which are poetry 

collections.)

WE WANT PEACE, NOT WAR 

Mridusmita Mahanta

When across the horizons bloom flowers of blood,
in the bitter dewdrops nearby I search for my fossil…
And how many more hearts must bleed
to stain the soil of my earth red?

The sky, the air, the wind, the water,
the mountains, the rivers, the seas—
their chests filled with tears—
cry out in one voice: give peace, not war!

Birds, children, the aged, every breath,
trees and forests, all living beings—
are crying aloud: give peace, not war…

The green attire of the earth
has begun to burn under the blows of deadly weapons.
O a handful of heartless, extreme men of human civ-
ilization,
abandon your arrogance, awaken in compassion, 
restrain yourselves,
and return to the soil of the earth
its happiness, prosperity, peace, and freedom.

(Poet: Mridusmita Mahanta, Guwahati, Assam — a 
singer, storyteller, poet, and fiction writer. Her pub-

lished works include the poetry collection “I Had 
Imprisoned an Entire Century Here” and “Zero Degree 

Celsius,” with a forthcoming story collection “Sighs of 
an Unknown Island.”)
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NO END IN SIGHT 

Vandana Kumar 

There is something hanging from the trees 
And it isn’t peace
Fruits of the season lay precariously low 
I effortlessly put them into my mouth 
They don’t give me any joy  

I wean my nephew away from the toy shop
A miniature war zone of latest missiles and drones 
I use hushed tones
The way one trains kids to stay away from strang-
ers

One of my student’s laments
Ma’am earlier wars had interludes 
A war meant a beginning and an end 
To learn in parentheses 

The modern wars seem endless 
Who will stop the war? They ask in unison 
Good Question - Who will?

(Published in over 150 national and internation-
al websites and anthologies of repute, Vandana 

Kumar is a multiple award-winning author -poet. 
Her poetry collection ‘Mannequin of Our Times’ has 

also won several awards and been translated into 
Greek. A French translation is soon to be released.

MARTYRS 

Xasanova Aziza Kumushbek

Faded lines along the margins stay,
Feelings lost between night and day.
Rebel souls in history remain,
Dark war spreads its endless pain.
How many mothers lost their lives,
How many children left deprived.
From sacred halls, the poison grew,
Close friends turned false, no longer 
true.
Grandmothers weep for days long 
gone,
Clutching dark letters, mourning 
on.
So many lost their guiding light,
Yet rose as martyrs, shining 
bright—
Fathers, brothers, sons in the fight.

( Xasanova Aziza Kumushbek qizi 
from Tashkent Region is  a student 

at Tashkent University of Economics 
and Pedagogy. On March 1, 2025, 

she received the title of “Faculty 
Zulfiya” in a competition held by the 
university. She has published sever-

al scientific articles.)

THE SCARS OF SALVATION 

Abdel Latif  Moubarak 

Let the halos of my heart fall from my brow,
A light I thought I’d find while resting on the shoulder 
of the word,
The one that hums a tune through the folds of this 
poem.
Illuminate for others my journey, this bitter taste of 
a homeland’s pain,
The anguish that fills it, stirring with every dawn
That rises on a morning full of nonsense.
The word was powerless then,
Unable to forge a new space for confession,
Or pluck a bejeweled pearl from its sky
To gift to the poor, the orphans, the forgotten,
Those on the brink of death.
I know I am the zero from which all poets begin,
The seed whose sprout only grew in the shadow of 
my ancestors’ verses.
From them, I drew the strength to survive,
Dreaming of their blissful, generous seas.
I lean on them all with a pride that lifts me
Into realms bright with the light of their wisdom, O 
Lady Poem.
All I ever wanted from you was salvation,
To end on your shores.
I began you (or you began me) among the transients
In a city whose streets had all gone dark,
Forgotten by long wars, then awakened just once
By the triumph of survivors, and drops of hope
That thirst couldn’t defeat.
Between tables of gunpowder and napalm,
Scattered limbs and blood-stained walls,
Jackets lie vomiting on the sides of ruins,
With the words “I was here” scrawled upon them.
A hemorrhage of questions.
How I’ve longed for my poems to take them on,
A path to grief and to release.
I craft my shoot for the fated crowd,
And belong to the march coming from those forgotten 
lands
Hidden in the folds of shackles and prison cells,
The torment of hungry stomachs,
The gasping of tongues behind cries for departure,
The absence of hope for a coming brilliance
That carries on its face the radiance of the impossible.
Lady Poem, I know glory in your proof.
I know the secret in your river.
This is how we meet, and with us, we meet
A life that has no shrine,
A life that only survived through an impossible bar-
gain
Between a bundle of thorns that grew just once
From the pain of salvation.
I am destined to live and to see the city
Be the first to bless the burning heat of a step toward 
freedom,
Swearing by the fading glory in its children’s eyes,
The honeyed treasures flowing over a new homeland.

Abdel Latif  Moubarak  Is an Egyptian poet who 
writes poetry using classical Arabic and Egyptian 

vernacular. He received a Bachelor of Law from Ain 
Shams University. He was one of the most important 
poets of the 1980s and won the shield of excellence 

and creativity from the East Academy 2021.He won 
the Sergio Camellini International Award in Italy in 

2025. He won first place in the “Divinamente Donna” 
competition in Italy 2026 .Excellence and Creativity 

Shield from the East Academy (2021). * Sergio Camel-
lini International Award in Italy (2025).He won first 

place in the “Divinamente Donna” competition in Italy 
(2026))

The Flute with No Fingers

Dr. Sarita S Chauhan 

The dust of the old war has never quite 
stayed down,
It just moved from the chariot to the heart 
of the town.

Was it for a throne, or a crown made of gold?
Or the cry of a woman whose dignity was 
sold?

A brother’s ego, a kingdom’s dark greed,
Sowing the thorns instead of the seed.

Five thousand years of the same bitter play,
And we are still throwing our brothers away.

We say we follow tradition, we say we are 
wise,
But are we bound by the truth, or blinded 
by lies?

The throne is now a border, the sword is a 
spark,
But the fire still leaves us alone in the dark.

We read the holy words, we know every line,
Yet we still kill for the “I” and the “Mine.”

If the soul is eternal and cannot be slain,
Why do we work so hard to cause it such 
pain?

The Blue God spoke to stop the trembling 
hand,
But his music is buried in the gray, city sand.

Today, his flute is a scorched, hollow reed,
With no fingers to cover the holes of our 
greed.

It lies in the rubble where the children once 
played,
A silent witness to the choices we made.

No hands left to touch it, no melody of grace,
Just the wind blowing through a cold, empty 
place.

Whose victory is it, if the house is in flames?
Whose pride is it, if we forget all the names?

The “Other” is only the mirror of “Me,”
The drop that was always a part of the sea.

We haven’t changed; we just changed the 
weapon,
Waiting for a peace that will never happen,

Until we drop the ego and the hunger for 
the throne,
And pick up the flute that we’ve left all alone.

(Dr Sarita Chauhan is a writer, poet and 
the author of three books, and holds a PhD 

in English Literature. She is the Chairperson 
of the JSM Group, a TEDx speaker, and the 

founder of Write Up Your Soul. She is a regu-
lar contributor to LitStream.)
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A PEACE-FILLED VISION

Dr Ashok Chakravarthy

With ego and malicious intentions
And, supremacy as a fatal weapon; 
The air fills with a vengeful vision
To unleash a merciless destruction.

Hatred and vengeance reverberate
Peace and amity become desperate,
While death dances with destruction 
Civilians bear the brunt of situation. 

Rhythm of life gets stuck in the rage
Hope for peace becomes a mirage;
Love, care and worry for co-humans,
Seems dispersed, without a concern. 

Through the indelible power of words
Poets and writers can alter the world;
With linguistic and cultural concepts
They can decorate a harmonious pact. 

Poetry as a tool of vibrant expressions
Can rejuvenate love and compassion;
With a thought-inspiring peaceful vision
Let us all act with a peace-filled vision.

(Dr. Ashok Chakravarthy Tholana, a 
noted poet, writer, and reviewer from 
Hyderabad, is acclaimed for his mes-

sage-driven poetry on peace, brotherhood, 
environment, and human rights. His works 

have been published in over a hundred 
countries and translated into 42 languag-

es. Honoured with numerous awards, 
including fourteen honorary doctorates, he 

has earned appreciation from figures like 
A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 
Bill Clinton, and Queen Elizabeth II. With 

twelve poetry collections and several 
translations, he has long advocated global 

peace and non-violence through his writ-
ings.)

NO WAR, THE WORLD 
WANT PEACE

Rajeshri Senapati Gogoi 

The earth is wide, the sky is deep,
With promises we meant to keep.
Yet shadows fall on fertile ground,
Where anguish is the only sound.
​Why must we trade the golden light,
For hollow carnage in the night?
The map is marked by lines of fear,
While aching hearts, both far and near,
Cry out in grief: “Let armor fall,
We want a peace to heal us all.”
​The world is weary, lost in pain,
Drenched in a sorrow like the rain.
It begs to end the cruel strife,
To cherish every spark of life.
No more the fury, no more the tears,
No more the terror of the years.
​Let borders fade like morning haze,
As hope ignites our brighter days.
The peace we seek is not a dream,
But woven in the living stream.
With yearning souls, we make our start, 
We want peace, with all our heart.

(Rajeshri Senapati Gogoi, is a Poet, 
Writer, translator, editor.  She is doing 

great work in uplifting literature through 
peace and harmony. She is serving with 
many literary organisation/groups as a 
President and Secretary and also as an 

International Freelance Ambassador.)

FOLDS OF PRAYER 
Rafiya Sayeed 

I planted a prayer seed
in the soil of graveyards, 
believing it will bloom
with the fragrance of amnesty
to cure the diseased hearts-
unkind, unreal, cruel and hard
with whiffs of kindness, 
compassion and concord.

I whispered a prayer song
in the air of darkness,
deeming it will hush
the cries and woes of orphans, 
widows, oppressed mothers and fathers
with the silence of starry nights.

I sent down a stream of prayers
made with tears of mourning,
believing it will flow into the sea
merge into it and be one;
then rise into the highest clouds 
and pour down as rains of peace.

I tied a prayer note
to the dainty feet of a dove,
deeming it will fly to the red skies
and return with a branch of hope
from a novel land of humanity
where Kingdom of love and harmony rules.

(Rafiya Sayeed is a writer and educator from Kash-
mir. She writes poetry, essays and review works. She is 
inspired by nature and simple life experiences to write 

her verses. Her work has been featured in various anthol-
ogies, newspapers and online literary magazines.)

EMPTY SKIES 

Manshi Tiwari 

A quiet place within.. 
Not in silence of empty skies, 
Nor in the world where no one carries, 
Peace is not a distant shore-
It lives with in, forever more. 
It grows where anger learns to rest, 
Where heavy hearts feel lightened, bless-
ed, 
In softened words in patient eyes, 
In choosing love when ego dies. 
No flags it waves, no voice it claims, 
It needs no glory, seeks no names, 
A steady flame , both calm and deep, 
Awake in those who dare to keep. 
So when the noise begins to rise, 
And thunder gathers in your skies, 
Close your eyes , let stillness speak, 
For peace is foundly by those who seek.

(Manshi Tiwari, a teacher, poet and 
short story writer from kanpur.)

Nymph Europa 

Franca Colozzo

The game of peace goes on without an end,
Through folds of fratricidal wars that 
bend.
The nymph Europa’s song now fades away, 
An echo of arms leads down to ruin’s sway.     

(Dr Arch Franca Colozzo is a 
multi-awardee multilingual author of Italy 
and Executive  Director for culture & sus-

tainability and Scholar  of the International 
Academy of Ethics India and CEO AERRE-

TECNE)

HUMAN AND PEACE 

Elpiola Lluka 

We’re all humans and build the reality,
as life goes on with sunshines...
And teardrops create the ocean lines,
our hearts with stars shine immortality...

We’re all humans, and we live in peace;
With smiles painting the happiness,
in the deep thunderstorm of madness....
With tears we wash away the desease.....

We all want in peace to live,
as the leaves make the ground gold...
And golden our hearts the life hold,
the time as diamond, makes us precious and breathe...

Since the creation of humanity,
The “Love-Hate” war was born in vanity...
And hope finds the highway stronger,
the innocence lives in our souls longer...

( Elpiola Lluka is a worldwide poetess, writer, song-
writer and singer. She was born in Korca city of Albania. 

She has studied for English Language and Literature in 
the “Fan.S.Noli” University. She has written her first poem 

since she was 8 years old. She is a regular writer and 
poetess and her poems are published in many interna-
tional newspapers, magazines and anthologies books. 

She has taken many certificates and qualifications world-
wide. She loves psychology and philosophy, music, sing-

ing, cooking, jewellery art, photography and animals.)

No War : The World Wants Peace



SATURDAY
28 march 202612 LitStream 

HT Saturday 

     CMYK     

I Don’t Want War, I Want Peace. 

Manik Chakraborty. 

I don’t want war, I want peace. 
I want an enlightened world, 
So that the 
poorest of the world can live anew. 

I don’t want war, I don’t want death. 
I don’t want human blood. 
Wake up today, crush the 
throne of the exploiter. 

In the city of civilization, 
Fire is burning, 
The smell of gunpowder is burning, 
Only the greed for power and conflict are going on around 
the world. 

Today, 
Humanity is 
Crying like a beggar at every door, 
Destitute with tears in its eyes, 
Bracing itself against the stone

(Manik Chakraborty was born in 1966 in Feni district of 
Bangladesh. He has been passionate about writing since 

his school days. He has been playing a leading role as a 
children’s writer in Bangladesh. He writes regularly in the 

country’s national newspapers He has received numer-
ous awards. Currently, as an international poet, he writes 
regularly in various countries including Europe, America, 

Arabia, Asia. He has received numerous international 
awards. In addition, he is editing Six international literary 

magazines)

THE MORTAL TRUTH OF PEACE 

Dr Soumita Sarkar

In all my defeat, you stood by my side,
A guide through the blunders where I once would hide.
When others departed, each seeking their way,
You opened new windows of hope every day.

It was easy to melt into you, flaws and all,
You turned my trembling into courage tall.
Your absence is nothing I’ve reason to fear,
For the very air whispers your presence near.

It carries the tales of our shared embrace,
Spreading its spring to dissolve the dark space.
Our bond shimmers in rainbow’s radiant glow,
A blessing disguised in the human I know.

In your light, I’ve learned what life truly gives,
And I speak with pride as a martyr’s wife lives.
If this rhetoric of fire and light could inspire,
And awaken the blind to peace’s desire,

If the lure of compassion had touched their core,
They’d hear the truth ringing, we are mortals, no more.

(Dr. Soumita Sarkar is an early career researcher, 
and an AI-Tutor for English Subject. She holds a Ph.D 

in Applied Linguistics from the Department of English, 
Gujarat University with 24 years of teaching experience. 
She is currently engaged in peer reviewing and collabo-

rative research and publication projects with internation-
al experts.)

TWO ROADS 

Khursheed Wani

In my thirties, 
I behold two roads that run in kindred ways:
One fed by simple, humble deeds, 
And the other shaped by pride and wrathful will. 

The world is now like a bruised egg, 
It aches– why must man, sinless, be laid in dust? 
In every breath there lies an iron will, 
Still defying this dark and devil's game. 

Still the earth breathes out a melody, 
Old and true. 
Then why does man choose to be a serpent, 
While young hearts call for peace, 
With an outstretched hem. 

(Khursheed Wani is a teacher, poet, and author from 
Kashmir, India. He is the author of 'The Seraphic Garland’, 

has co-authored few poetry books, and his work has 
appeared in International magazines and Anthologies. He 

received the International Academic Award for Contem-
porary Literature Lucius Annaeus Seneca  ‘Prize De Merit’ 
award for his creative poetry held at Bari in Italy. He holds 

PG in Pol. Science and BLit.)

WAILING AND 
MELODY

Hassane Yarti 

Is it not, indeed, a noble 
virtue
to honor the guest?

Yet among us it is reviled
to sing while the neighbor 
lies wounded.

Shall the guest be wel-
comed with flutes,
while wailing rises
from the house next door?

Have maidens let down 
their hair
in coy display
standing in rows
like mourners draped in 
shrouds?

Are bondmaids taken
without resistance?

Is a free woman gifted
without the price of blood?

Are spoils gathered
without the clash of battle?

Have not seas of spilled 
blood
quenched the enemy’s 
thirst?

Have not pyramids of 
skulls
sated the hunger of the 
savage?

They boast of the adorn-
ments of “civilization”
before the eyes of the world
yet even the age of igno-
rance
was more protective
of honor and of blood.

(HASSANE YARTI from 
Morocco / Spain is an 

author, editor, anthologist, 
translator based in Barcelo-
na, Spain. He holds an hon-

orary doctorate in linguis-
tics and translation, serves 

as an honorary advisor to 
the Women’s Chair Associ-

ation under the auspices of 
the United Nations, and is 

the global ambassador for 
the World Union of Arts. His 

work has been translated 
into multiple languages, 

including English, French, 
Italian, Spanish, German, 

Korean, Chinese, Japanese, 
Albanian, Hindi, Bengali, 

Hebrew, Greek Uzbek and 
Turkish )

NO WAR ONLY DAWN 

Dibang Mary

We want peace in the language of light,
Not sirens that tear through the night.

No war, no ashes on innocent skin,
No battles where no one can win.

Lay down the anger, the hunger for might,
It darkens the day, it swallows the right.

Let hands once raised in fury and blame
Learn how to build, not burn in flame.

The world is weary of counting the lost,
Of measuring sorrow, of bearing the cost.

We want peace in every land and place,
A quiet hope no hate can erase.
Let love be the future we choose to embrace.

(Dibang Mary is a Nigerian poet who writes about 
peace, identity, and resilience. Her words reflect a deep 

desire for unity, healing, and a more compassionate 
global society.)
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NO MORE WAR

Nidhi Kunvarani 

Hearts wants to be at peace
Please! No more tears and fears, 
What kinds of fruits war will give? 
Family may lost their loved ones, 
Power of the gun and bombs,
Will bring the result worst, 
It will be loss of loss for humanity, 
Let the world make RED with love,
Instead making full of the bloodshed, 
Let the mother earth feel proud of her kids,.
Anyone dies he or she is the kid of mother earth, 
Her soul cries a lot, for mother any kid hurt, 
It’s hurt of her. 
Let her feel proud, let this world fill with the songs of 
cheers! 
Let’s say war to good bye! Just peace, and only peace 
That’s the only human’s ultimate’ wish! 

(Nidhi Kunvarani a trilingual poet (Gujarati, Hindi, 
English) belongs to Gujarat, India is English Lecturer at 

Bhavnagar,Gujarat.Currently, she is persuing her Ph.D 
in “English Literature” from Shri.Govind Guru University, 

Godhra. Gujarat,India.Writing is one of her hobbies . 
Her poetic works have been published worldwide in 

the newspapers, magazines, ezines, and anthologies. 
For her poetic contribution she is rewarded manywhere 

with awards and accolades.)

TRYING TO PRAY 

Sushant Thapa 

I do not hear the sound 
Of the meadow lark,
It might be far away 
In the hidden shelter. 
The city is never in peace 
With Its sirens. 
Show me where to look 
Take me away
To the tranquil nights. 
Will I find bliss? 
In agony the smiles 
Turn to cries. 
I paint a daffodil, 
You spit the venom of blood. 
I am a seeker 
Trying to pray 
For no war.

(Sushant Thapa has published Nine 
books of English poetry and one short story 

collection. He is a lecturer of English by 
profession in Biratnagar, Nepal. He holds an 

M.A. in English from Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, New Delhi)

THE CHILD OF THE RED SKY 

Dimitris P. Kraniotis

The child of war 
No longer plays
Nor laughs 
He doesn’t write poems 

Hiding from the sun 
He mourns 
With fairy tales 
Without a happy ending 

Under the red sky 
He doesn’t sleep 
He paints on the bloody soil 
Defeated nightmares

Dimitris P. Kraniotis was born in Larissa 
Prefecture in Greece and grew up in Stomio 

(Larissa). He studied Medicine at the Aris-
totle University of Thessaloniki. He lives 

in Larissa (Greece) and works as a medical 
doctor (internal medicine specialist). He is 

the author of 12 poetry books and his poems 
have been translated into 40 languages. He 

participated in International Poetry Festivals 
around the World. He is Doctor of Literature, 

Academician in Italy, President of the 22nd 
World Congress of Poets (UPLI), President 
of the World Poets Society (WPS), Director 

of the Mediterranean Poetry Festival (Laris-
sa, Greece) and Chairman of the Writers for 

Peace Committee of PEN Greece.

THE WORLD WILL SPARKLE 

Dr Rosie Patangia

Sparkles of splendid beauty can be seen 
In the golden sunrise at dawn.
Sparkling dew-drops are discerned in the 
fragrant flowers
That grow in the trellised and verdurous 
bower.

Sparkling blue waves can be seen in the 
billowy sea
When the silvery fishes and the sleek 
smooth dolphins jumps and creates bub-
bles of joy in you and me.

When I travel through the lush green 
jungle, the tall trees seem to sparkle 
As the sunlight descends on them and 
creates a miracle.

The luminous stars sparkle at night
And spread angelic beauty to the soft 
moonlight.

When tiny droplets of rain fall on your 
face like ice crystals
I can see your face sparkle.

Our voice, our personality will sparkle
When we work on our growth and show 
our potential.

The world will sparkle
When everyone will spread the gospel of 
love, joy and peace and remain grateful.

(Dr Rosie Patangia is an eminent 
researcher on Folklore and a poet besides 

her academic position as Head English 
Dept Narangi Anchalik Mahavidyalaya 

Assam . She authored a number of books )

PEACE FROM WITHIN 

Dr  Dipika Bhatt

Silence should not be  considered peace 
Peace comes from within
 The nature of a individual choose it 
Whatever the circumstances are 
War spread conflicts and arise illusions 
Destroy the energy of the brain and body  
Which leads the world 
And demolish with the passage of time 
Generations suffer from the act of war 
While mindset destroys the logic of wel-
fare 
Listen my citizen’s 
Pray to God not only for peace
But also for humanity 

( DrDipika Bhatt is Asst Professor 
Govt Aided College Haridwar and a glob-

ally published writer and poet )

IN LIFE AND IN DEATH 

Nandini C Sen

I wandered everywhere looking for shelter
The bombs -they fell helter skelter
In one fell swoop families were broken,
Some are dead, the others mutilated
Life oh precious Life, you will never be the same again.
A child lost his mother
A mother lost her only child
A Father lost his hand
Trying to dig his boy from under the rubble.
Life oh precious Life, you will never be the same again.

Why or why? I ask,
Are we killing the poor and the innocent?
Because geriatric greedy men want more and more,
Being powerful, they kill with impunity
No one protested, no one cared
Till a similar bomb fell in their backyard.
Death and destruction have made a permanent mark
The fate of humanity is blotted in dark
Life oh precious Life, you will never be the same again.

(Prof. Nandini C Sen teaches English in Bharati Col-
lege, University of Delhi. She is a noted creative writer 

and critic)
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BITTER TRUTHS OF 
WARMONGERS 

Dr Purnima Singh 

At the time of peace, he spoke of 
peace.
At the time of war, he was the 
spokesperson for war.
How easily the tongue turns—
how quickly conviction changes its 
skin like a shapeshifter 

There are endless tongues to jus-
tify war:
religion dressed as righteousness,
genocide masked as destiny,
Zionism, antisemitism—names 
sharpened into weapons,
oil slicked beneath diplomacy,
nuclear shadows cast as spell
and always—
the silent screams of women and 
children.

But peace—
peace arrives without argument.
It asks for no defence,
offers no excuse.
It simply is—
and perhaps that is why
it is so rarely chosen.

( Dr Purnima Singh is Asst Pro-
fessor of English Vasant Kanya 

Mahavidyalaya Varanasi UP and an 
eminent poet , book reviewer and 
researcher. She has to her credit a 
number of poetry collections and 

books on Indian English Literature)

No War, the world 
wants only peace 

Sayeed Sharmin 

Today, the world bleeds in silent agony
a deep exhaustion carved into its soul,
where endless marches of death
have erased the meaning of mercy.
Please… no more war—
we beg for release from this deadly illusion.
Like a candle extinguished in a storm,
has humanity vanished from the face of the earth?
Humanity—where have you disappeared?
Have we buried you
beneath the darkness of our own hearts?
Where is peace?
I searched beyond the skies, through broken 
clouds—
yet even the heavens carry sorrow now,

a wounded silence without compassion,
where peace has lost its voice…
In the stillness of midnight,
countless unseen souls cry in mourning,
the earth bears the weight
of uncounted lives turned into memories—
every heartbeat trembles with unseen pain.
We are tired— tired of false glory,
tired of justice wearing a mask of lies,
tired of flames lit in the name of power.
No more war—
the world wants only peace.
Let all darkness be erased,
let love return like a gentle forgotten breeze,
let hearts meet hearts again,
let humanity be free…
Let peace fall like soft rain upon the earth,
let hearts become humble like the soil,
or one day—
nothing will remain in this universe
but a vast, silent end…
The world is pleading—
We wants only peace, never war again

(Sayeeda Sharmin is a Canadian Sufi poet. She 
has authored over thirty-six books and fourteen 

hundred poems. Rooted in a Sufi literary lineage, her 
poetry explores divine love, ma‘rifat, suffering, and 

inner transformation. She has received numerous 
awards, including recognition from the Canadian 

government, and is the Founder and Chairperson of 
Angeena International Non-Profit Organization)

NO WARS — THE WORLD WANTS PEACE 

Akram Sidiqui 

In the mosaic of countless galaxies,
Amid billions of stars and satellites,
Our solar system,
A negligible speck in the Milky Way,
And Earth, a mere nanoparticle
In this majestic expanse.
Across the universe, perhaps,
Trillions of worlds host life unknown,
Not Homo sapiens alone
Wandering this fragile sphere.
When angels once questioned
The Almighty’s decree,
“This being will sow discord,” they feared,
He replied with wisdom unseen.
Yet alas, man has chosen
The language of war,
Flexing muscle, crushing kin,
Spilling blood upon his own soil.
While unseen realms may dwell in harmony,
Beyond the grasp of human thought,
Man lives but a minute moment,
Yet stains eternity with conflict.
More lives have been claimed by war
Than by the quiet hand of death.
Let man renounce the monster within,
And nurture the angel he carries,
Let humanity rise as a bearer of peace,
Not a shadow that shames its own existence.

(Akram Siddiqui is a Kashmiri poet and writer, and a regular colum-
nist for LitStream. Known for his evocative expression and insightful 

commentary, his work often reflects social realities, human emotions, 
and contemporary concerns, earning him recognition among readers 

and literary circles alike.

DAWN WITH ME

Mustafa Abdulmalek Al-Sumaidi 

Come shepherd the DAWN with me
The here and now before come 
wolves
Come help me lift a fallen rock
That has been a part of a house
Come give me your hand to water
A burned twig that was of a garden
Come, ye-compatriot, support me lit
A dull niche that was of bright lights
Come stand by me to build
A wall as tall it was one day at Home
Come help me entomb
The rotten corpse of war
Come hand in hand to wash
The gloomy blood-drenched floor
With the soap of penance
Come do good to paint
The face of peace this time white
Come witness reunion for our Moth-
er’s sake
To see her beaming with a happy 
smile
Before departing the fleeting life
Come announce to forgive each
Before we both regret in afterlife

(Mustafa Abdulmalek Al-Su-
maidi is a Yemen-based academic 
researcher, poet, haikuist, and lit-
erary translator. He has published 

numerous poems and translated 
Nature by Ralph Waldo Emerson into 
Arabic. He has also translated many 
Arabic literary poems both classical 

and modern into English and Man-
darin, contributing significantly to 

cross-cultural literary exchange.) PEACE 

Eva Petropoulou Lianou

We found inside us 
We are grateful for every hard moment 
Because one day  the tough will pass 
We will be in complete harmony with our 
self 
We need peace of mind 
We are in a transmission 
And everything is happening too fast 

Information about things we do not need 
Advice about how we to react 
To live 
To eat 
To breathe 
To exist 
We are in need of peace 
But first we need to understand 
What Peace is .

( Eva Petropoulou Lianou is a globally 
published poet and winner of multiple 

awards.)
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THE PROCESSION OF PEACE: 
A Universal Call to 

Humanity

Smriti Prakash Boruah 

We seek no encore of history’s crimsoned 
scripts,
Nor do we wish for the Earth’s verdant lap
To be drenched in the gore of human hec-
atombs.

Let not the winds shudder with the stench 
of kindred flesh,

Nor humanity be stifled by the hollow wails 
of despair.
We renounce war
The thief that leaves a mother’s bosom des-
olate,
The furnace that reduces childhood dreams 
to ash.
From the dark abyss of carnage, we crave 
no more cries of agony.

Grant us, if you can, a procession of peace,
Where every breath is unburdened by fear.
Grant us, if you can, a sky-spanning smile 
of kinship,
Potent enough to quench the wildfires of 
vengeance.
Let life not flicker in the mockery of destruc-
tion,
But let it bloom in the ecstasy of creation.

In the wake of annihilation, offer us—
A timeless anthem of equity,
An eternal procession of peace.

(Smriti Prakash Boruah  Award winning 
Independent filmmaker and a poet )

WAR: THE WILD FIRE

Faheema Amin 

Unquenchable thirst;
the thirst of bloodshed.
Victim of weapon;

 Living hearts feel dead. 

Caged is justice, rules tyranny;
Blind is the aim; blind the path led.
Dreams are drowned in vested gains;
Scarcity of joys, sorrows are only fed.
Conflict reign; unity an obselete term;
Defaced hope, war pearls a broken thread.
Betrayal wrapped in delusive growth;
Femine a norm,left with stingy bread.
Pride and ego rule the castles of sand, 
Rosy roads make wounded thorny tread. 

Wake up!!!
Ravage a wild fire; open a page not read;
Plead for peace; Enough is done or said.

(Er. Faheema Amin is an electrical engineering 
graduate from the National Institute of Technol-
ogy Srinagar and a gold medallist for academic 
excellence. Alongside her professional work in 
designing and contributing to advanced infra-

structural developments in the power sector, she 
has consistently nurtured a passion for writing, 

contributing to magazines and earning recogni-
tion for her poetry. Her strength lies in expressing 

complex ideas in clear, simple language. She 
explores diverse human themes with ease, craft-

ing narratives that are both accessible and mean-
ingful for readers.)

“NO VICTORY IN ASHES”

Zulfiqar Naqvi

Who chooses sleep beneath the thunder of bombs? 
Who builds a home to lose it to the flames?
Who bears the sight of children lost to wrongs, 
their silent cries, their unremembered names?

Who leaves behind the soil that shaped their breath,
to wander far in search of fragile peace? 
What victory is ever born of death?
What wounds has war brought healing or release?

No tale of missiles mends a broken land, 
no fire has ever stitched a nation whole.
War writes its truth in ash across the sand, 
and scars its mark on every living soul.

Imagine fields where once the green had grown, 
now barren, still, beneath a voiceless sky; 
a haunted earth where grief is overthrown,
yet echoes of its suffering never die. 

Then guard not just the walls that shelter dreams,
but dreams themselves, so tender, yet so bright; 
for life, a fleeting gift, is more than it seems, 
a single dawn, a brief and borrowed light. 

The same red river courses through us all, 
the same frail breath, the same uncertain span;
no stranger stands beyond another’s call, 
we share one fate, one origin as man.

Then why this thirst to turn our kin to dust? 
Why chase such hollow triumphs, stained and vain?
We rise from earth, return because we must, 
empty we come, and empty leave again. 

So let us lay our hardened pride aside, 
and meet as minds, not weapons drawn in fear; 
let wisdom, not our anger, be our guide, 
and let compassion draw us ever near. 

Live—and let live—so peace may crown the night, 
so children wake to mornings safe and sure; 
so hope may stand, unbroken in its light, 
and fragile life may quietly endure. 

Let our vow resound, both near and far: 
No war—no war—no war.

(Zulfiqar Naqvi  is a prolific Urdu poet and former 
announcer with All India Radio. He has served as the 

Chief Editor of Insight Weekly and is the Founder-Presi-
dent of Muntaha-e-Fikr, an international literary organi-
sation. He is a retired Principal of the School Education 

Department, Jammu & Kashmir.

CEASEFIRE!

Dr. Sharmistha Chatterjee

Bullets tear the ocean apart!
Vessels pregnant with golden fluid ,shiver 
in unison!
Someone has shackled their swinging grace.

In far off lands tears well up in strangers' 
eyes
Homes and hearths fall apart- no love- no 
fire!
Conjoined twins, suffering for a common 
cause...

Feverish hands, calloused faces, dart into 
ramshackle remains-
Buried memories of tales which never got 
a chance.
Embraces and clasps, those succours of 
shocks and losses-
 
Some said the manna fell from the skies,
But now there are only bombs.
Skies rift apart dreams- small and big

Do the famed Gods really hurl sorrows from 
beds of asphodel?

The homing ships sniff the air and start 
back home,
Sirens clamour for dry days to end.

Golden vessels- you jolt and throb-
Pile peace on peace , love upon love.
Tell them ....of the sun that rises from dark-
ness.

Ceasefire!
The drones rest and pant!
The world heals with a million flowers 
blooming on her breast!

(Dr. Sharmistha Chatterjee is Professor 
and Head of the Department of English at 
Aliah University, West Bengal, and former 

Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and 
Languages. Her research interests include 

South Asian Literature, Translation Studies, 
Postcolonialism, Gender Studies, Green 

Humanities, and English Language Teach-
ing.

She is an Aviation English Trainer and 
Rater (Level 2) with the Airports Authority of 
India. Dr. Chatterjee has authored and edited 

several books, delivered over 60 invited 
lectures, and her recent works include the 

edited volume English Communication 
(Cambridge, UK) and a chapter in Nation-

hood and the Indian Subcontinent: Contem-
porary Cultural Reflections (CLTCS, NSOU).

No War : The World Wants Peace



SATURDAY
28 march 202616 LitStream 

HT Saturday 

     CMYK     

LITSTREAM is a Weekly Literary Supplement of Daily Newspaper Headlines Today. Editor-in-Chief: Jahangir Bukhari Honorary Editor (English): Dr Basharat Khan Associate Editor (Kashmiri): Jameel Ansari

WAR IS THE BLACK SCARF

Valentina Yordanova Accordia (Bulgaria)
(Translated into English By Yoana Konstantinova)

Bombs are falling, shells are whistling.
The sky is painfully crying out of fear.
Mothers as well are crying sadly out loud.
And they once sang a song of laughter.
A terrifying sight roars in the dust –
it smells of death and sorrow.

It echoes far and wide. Chaos rages all around.
People are running, birds are circling in fear.
The air is suffocating with a smoke screen 
and there is a shortage – hearts stop beating.
And once there was a dewy tear – fragrant.

Mothers are carrying young children in their arms – 
looking for salvation at least for them to find.
A child is kneeling next to a woman's corpse, 
sobbing loudly – with tears cursing the war.
The mother is killed – with a torn chest and no pulse,
and he hopes she will see again – she is still alive.
They once walked the streets – holding hands.

And houses are collapsing. Wild fires are blazing.
Cities and villages disappear in a cloud of dust,
and once they were warm family homes.
Now they are collapsing with the bloody snow that has 
fallen.

People have long been hostile to each other –
their hearts – are mirror ice – from cold.
In their footsteps – death lurks at full speed.

From the war, their souls are drowning in deep sorrow.

Fathers have held their breath in trenches and unfurled 
flags.
Somewhere a machine gun bark is heard, mowing down 
the enemy.
War is ominous – it paints emptiness and blindness.
Black headscarves are worn by women – instead of 
flags.
The picture overflows with sadness – spreading sea,
from which tears roar with a powerful tidal wave.

There is no love between people, and they are brothers 
of the same
blood. The wind caresses the corpses of soldiers out of 
pity.
It collects scattered photographs of women and children 
–
turned into sad fallen leaves of men.
And the dust holds them in dirty red albums.

Graves sprout – like flaming crocuses,
over which a cloud of eternal sorrow and grief remains.
Weighed down on the ground – they are leaden soldiers,
forever marked with tears and flowing blood.
Hearts are orphaned. The world is left breathless.

And let there be no WAR – the black scarf!
History tells enough about it…
I want a united brotherhood to reign everywhere 
and with love we sow the seeds of peace!
Let bullets never fly – instead of birds
and may the sky remain crystal clear forever!

PEACE is light – a white canvas and let us draw 
together
white doves in flight and create joy in the World!

(Valentina Yordanova of Mezdra, Bulgaria, writes 
under the pseudonym Accordia. A kindergarten 

teacher and psychologist with a Master’s degree, 
she has been writing since her school years, pri-
marily crafting long lyrical poems on love, pain, 

dreams, and personal experience. Her figurative, 
emotive style also extends to children’s poetry. 

Widely published in Bulgaria and abroad, her work 
has been translated into several languages. Her po-
etry is guided by the heart and shaped by the soul.)

UNBURIED POEM 

Fatima Z. Sarah 

We are the nations that bury poetry alive,
We slit the throat of every trembling line,
We drown the last sweet rhyme in blood-
dark seas,
and dare to call that silence victory.
We walk behind the coffin of love itself,
flags cracking like whips against the 
grieving wind,
while little children learn the alphabet 
of war.
And mothers sing their lullabies in 
broken minor keys.
Yet deep inside the chest of a frightened 
world,
one unbroken verse still trembles, soft 
and warm....
It carries neither sword nor border nor 
boast,
only the quiet, stubborn heartbeat of 
hope.
Oh, let us lay down these rifles of rhetoric,
unclench the fists that choke the fragile 
rose.
Let the poem rise again from its shallow 
grave,
not as a martyr draped in sorrow,
but as a bride in flowing white silk of 
ceasefire,
adorned with olive leaves and tender 
morning light.

No more funerals for what could have 
been.
No more cruel distance between heart 
and heart.
This world is wide and gentle enough for 
every language of love
if only we stop teaching it the grammar 
of war.

Let the seas return their stolen songs with 
mercy.
Let the graves gently surrender their 
stolen dead.

Let the poem walk once more, barefoot 
and free,
hand in trembling hand with peace.
Two lovers the world has tried so hard 
to kill,
yet failed, because some things
refuse to stay buried.

No war.

The world needs peace.
And poetry -
at last, 
Gets to breathe, to bloom, to live…!!

(Fatima Z. Sarah is a Delhi-based script-
writer, award-winning author, and poet. 

Ranked 5th among contemporary English 
poets worldwide, her literary works have 

been published in two anthologies and 
several reputed magazines. Renowned for 
her emotionally resonant storytelling and 

exceptional lyrical prowess, she brings 
profound depth and nuance to both the 

page and the screen.)

PEACE 

Abdukahhorova Gulhayo 

We long for peace, with light within our hearts,
Let mornings come without war, filled with joy 
in every part.
May flowers bloom freely in our motherland’s 

embrace,
Not sorrow in our souls, but sweet dreams take 
their place.

Let children’s laughter echo in every home,
Let the word “fear” in no human heart be known.
Holding hands in friendship, let us stand as one,
With kindness, open roads to a bright future to 
come.

Our sky is clear, our intentions pure and bright,
Let evil fade away, let goodness shine with light.
Hope in every heart, a radiant glow in every eye,
We long for peace—our greatest pride held high.

(Abdukahhorova Gulhayo is a young poet from 
Uzbekistan)

EXTINGUISH THE 
FIRES OF WAR 

Metwally Basal

Return to your senses
And do not be like moths that
Mistake fire for light
And destruction for life
What will your hands reap from 
war
But ruin and devastation
Do you not hear the cries of the 
children
Do you not see the remains of 
innocent victims
And the rivers of blood
Do not the tears of children and 
the wailing of women awaken 
your consciences?
Greed has blinded you so much 

that
You do not see today what has 
befallen the earth
Of distress and calamity
Perhaps one day you will realize 
the magnitude of the disaster
When you awaken and find 
nothing on earth
But annihilation

(Mitwally Basal is a poet, 
short story writer, novelist, and 
critic; he also works in journal-

ism and publishing for a number 
of print and electronic maga-

zines and newspapers.)
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