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Rain, Snow Ends Dry Spell in Kashmir;
Gurez Road Shut After Fresh Snowfall

MeT predicts light rain and snowfall till March 11, avalanche warning issued for higher reaches

B HT NEWS NETWORK K i ifg[

SRINAGAR, MAR 10: Rain lashed sev-
eral parts of Kashmir while higher reaches
received fresh snowfall, bringinganend to
the prolonged dry spell that had persisted
for months and providing much-needed
relief to residents and farmers across the
Valley.

Officials said light rainfall was recorded
in parts of central Kashmir, including Sri-
nagar and Budgam, while moderate to
heavy showers were witnessed in several
areas of north and south Kashmir.

The higher reaches, including the
Sonamarg-Zojilaaxis, Sinthan Top, Sadhna

@ Turnon Page 2

Army Foils Inf

in Nowshera ;

Troops launch search

ilfration Bid Along LoC
One Terrorist Killed

operation after detecting

movement of Two infiltrators in Rajouri

m  HT NEWS DESK / AGENCIES

RAJOURI,MAR 10: The Indian Army on Tues-
day foiled an infiltration attempt along the Line
of Control (LoC) in the Jhangar area of the Now-
shera sector in Rajouri district, killing one ter-

rorist during the operation.

According to the Army’s White Knight Corps,
the movement of two terrorists was detected
near the LoC in the general area of Jhangar at

around 3 pm.
Alert troops swiftly engaged the

with calibrated combat action, successfully
preventing any breach along the LoC.During the

infiltrators

ensuing exchange of fire, one “Pakistan-spon-

sored terrorist” was neutralised.

Officials said the operation is still underway
as troops have launched a search to trace the
second terrorist who managed to escape during

the encounter.
The Army said forces have been reoriented to

dominate the area with the support of
@ Turnon Page 2

Nation Salutes CISF on
Raising Day: LG Manoj Sinha

m  HT NEWS NETWORK 1,,! |

SRINAGAR, MAR 10: Manoj
Sinha on Tuesday extended
greetings to the personnel of
the Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) and their families
on the occasion of the force’s

nation’s critical infrastructure
and ensuring security at key
installationsacross the country.

Sinhasaid the nationis proud
of the service and sacrifices
made by CISF personnel,
acknowledging their profes-
sionalism and dedication to

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

rack Recruitment to Fill Vacancies

CS Reviews Migrant Rehab,
¢ Seeks Better Grievance System

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, MAR10: Atal Dulloo, Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo today in a high-level review meet-
ing assessed the progress achieved in imple-
mentation of key welfare measures for the

Raising Day.

Inamessage shared onX, the
Lieutenant Governor praised
the CISFforits unwavering com-
mitment to safeguarding the

duty.
“I salute your bravery and
steadfast commitment towards

safeguarding the nation,” he
@ Turn on Page 2

JAMMU, MAR 10: Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo today chaired a meeting
toreview the status of vacancies and

the progress of recruitments being
undertaken through the Jammu and
Kashmir Public Service Commission

(JKPSC) and the Jammu and
@ Turn on Page 2

rehabilitation and resettlement of migrant

populations of Jammu and Kashmir.
The meeting, convened by the Department
@ Turnon Page 2

Tulip Season Begins : Srinagar’s
Iconic Garden to Open on March 16

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR,MAR10: The Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip Garden
Asia’slargest tulip garden will open to visitors on March 16, mark-
ing the start of the spring tourism season in Kashmir.

Officials said the garden, located on the foothills of the Zabar-
wan Range and overlooking the picturesque Dal Lake, is fully
prepared to welcome tourists and locals alike.

Director Floriculture Kashmir, Mathoora Masoom, told KNO
that the decision to open the garden was taken as the tulips have
started blooming, signaling the arrival of spring in the Valley.

According to officials, this year the garden will showcase
nearly 1.8 million tulips featuring 70-75 different varieties, with
enhanced flower-bed density to create a more vibrant and color-
ful display.
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Govt to Transform AWCs into Early
Learning Hubs: Sakeena Itoo

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, MAR 10: Minister
for Social Welfare, Education ,
Health and Medical Education,
Sakeena Itoo today chaired a
comprehensivereview meeting
to discuss various proposals
focusing on enhanced conver-
gence of Early Childhood Care
and Education (ECCE) frame-
work with Education, Health,
and other allied departments
to further strengthen the early
learning ecosystem at Angan-
wadi Centres across Jammuand

|l ™Y

Kashmir.

The meeting was attended
by Commissioner Secretary,
Social Welfare department
(SWD),Sarmad Hafeez; Mission

Director POSHAN, Sajad Hus-
sain Ganai; Director Finance
and Director Planning SWD,

Child Development Project
@ Turn on Page 2

NCERT Withdraws Class 8 Textbook
After Row Over Judiciary Chapter

B HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, MAR 10: The National Council of Educa-
tional Research and Training (NCERT) has withdrawn its
Class 8 Social Science textbook “Exploring Society: Indiaand
Beyond (PartII)” and issued an unconditional apology after
a controversy erupted over a chapter discussing the judi-
ciary.

In a statement posted on X, the council said the NCERT
Director and its members expressed regret over Chapter [V
titled “The Role of Judiciary in our Society.” The body con-
firmed that the entire textbook has been withdrawn and is
no longer available.

NCERT said the decision was taken following objections
@ Turn on Page 2

Dr Jitendra Singh Hails Pensioners’ Role in Nation Building at SCOVA Meeting

Minister encourages senior citizens to offer policy suggestions as Centre reaffirms commitment to pensioners’ welfare

m  HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, MAR 10: Union Min-
ister of State (Independent Charge)
for Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions Jitendra Singh on Tuesday
praised the continued contribution
of senior citizens in nation building

while addressing representatives of
various Pensioners’ Associations dur-
ing an interactive meeting in New
Delhi.

The minister was chairing the 35th
meeting of the Standing Committee
of Voluntary Agencies (SCOVA), con-
vened by the Department of Pension

and Pensioners’ Welfare to deliberate
onissues concerning Central Govern-
ment pensioners.

During the meeting, Singh high-
lighted the importance of senior
citizens’ experience and insights in
strengthening governance and
improving public service delivery. He

said the government values their
active engagement and constructive
feedback.

The Department of Pension and
Pensioners’ Welfare reiterated its
commitment to the welfare of Central
Government pensioners, noting
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Centre Boosts LPG

Production to Safeguard

Household Supply

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI, MAR 10: The Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) has
prioritised domestic LPG supply and direct-
ed oil refineries to enhance production in
response to geopolitical disruptions affect-

ing global fuel availability.

According to the Ministry, the additional
LPG produced by refineries will primarily
be utilised to ensure uninterrupted supply
fordomestic households across the country.

To curb hoarding and prevent black mar-
keting, the government has also introduced
a 25-day inter-booking period
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CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

Rain, Snow.....

Top, Peer Ki Gali and Razdan Top, received
fresh snowfall during the night and early
hours of Tuesday.

According to the Meteorological Centre
Srinagar, the Valley is likely to witness
generally cloudy weather with light to
moderate rain and snowfall in higher reaches
at many places on March 10 and 11.

The MeT department said a few higher
reaches of Kupwara, Bandipora, Ganderbal,
Anantnag and Kishtwar may receive
moderate snowfall during this period.

Meanwshile, vehicular movement on the
Bandipora-Gurez road was suspended after
fresh snow accumulation at Razdan Top
made the high-altitude pass slippery and
unsafe for traffic.

An official said traffic on the road connect-
ing Bandipora with the remote Gurez Valley
has been halted as a precautionary measure.

“Due to snowfall at Razdan Top and
slippery conditions, movement on the
Bandipora-Gurez road has been suspended
till further orders,” the official said, adding
that the road will be reopened after improve-
ment in weather and completion of clearance
operations.

Razdan Top, located at an altitude of over
11,000 feet, serves as the main road link
between Gurez Valley and the rest of
Kashmir through Bandipora district.

The tourist resort of Sonamarg in central
Kashmir’s Ganderbal district also received
fresh snowfall on Tuesday, blanketing the
valley and bringing down temperatures in
the area.

Reports from Ladakh said several parts of
Kargil district witnessed light to moderate
snowfall after the prolonged dry spell, while
rainfall was recorded in lower areas.

Snowfall was reported along the Zojila
axis, the Barsoo region and the Zanskar
Valley, while Kargil town and adjoining lower
areas experienced rain.

Residents said the snowfall has brought
relief to the local population, particularly
farmers who had been waiting for snow
throughout the winter.

The MeT department has forecast gener-
ally dry weather from March 12 to 14,
followed by cloudy conditions with the possi-
bility of light rain or snowfall in higher
reaches at scattered places from March 15
onwards.

Authorities have advised people to remain
cautious, as temporary traffic disruptions
may occur over higher passes in Kupwara,
Bandipora, Ganderbal, Anantnag and
Kishtwar due to prevailing weather condi-
tions.

Meanwhile, the Jammu and Kashmir
Disaster Management Authority has issued
an avalanche advisory, warning that an
avalanche with low danger is likely above
2,500 metres in Bandipora district over the
next 24 hours, and urged people in vulner-
able areas to remain alert.

Army Fails.....

integrated ground and aerial surveillance
to prevent any further infiltration attempts.

“A robust operational posture and height-
ened alert continue across the sector. The
wall stands vigilant — every infiltration bid
will fail,” the Army said.

Nation Salutes.....

said, commending the force for its vital
role in strengthening the country’s security
framework.

csaalls.....

Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB)
across various departments of the Union
Territory.

The meeting was attended by the con-
cerned Administrative Secretaries; Chairper-
son, JKSSB; Secretary, JKPSC and other
concerned representatives from different
departments.

While reviewing the progress, the Chief
Secretary stressed the need for expeditious
filling of all critical vacancies to strengthen
governance and improve public service
delivery. He called upon all Administrative
Secretaries to hold regular follow-up
meetings with their departments and
recruitment agencies to ensure that pending
issues are resolved and vacancies are filled at
the earliest.

He emphasized that timelines fixed for
ongoing recruitment drives must be
strictly adhered to, and directed that all
posts received by the recruiting agencies
should be advertised without delay.

The Chief Secretary further advised the
recruiting agencies to prepare and publish
examination calendars simultaneously,
enabling aspirants to have clarity regarding
the schedule of examinations and adequate
time to prepare.

During the review, the Chief Secretary also
took note of several bottlenecks affecting
certain recruitments in JKPSC and JKSSB. He
examined each issue in detail and directed
the concerned departments to issue neces-
sary clarifications and resolve procedural
hurdles immediately so that the recruitment
process is not delayed.

Observing that prolonged recruitment
cycles often create uncertainty for job
aspirants, the Chief Secretary underscored

® 00 ©

the importance of conducting recruitment
within a defined timeframe. He noted that a
predictable recruitment cycle would allow
applicants to plan their careers better and
reduce anxiety among candidates.

During the meeting, the Commissioner
Secretary, General Administration Depart-
ment (GAD), M.Raju presented a comprehen-
sive overview of vacant posts across govern-
ment departments. The data revealed that a
total of 40,661 posts are currently vacant in
different departments, including 3,808
Gazetted, 24,507 Non-Gazetted, and 12,351
Multi-Tasking Staff (MTS) posts.

Among major departments, Health &
Medical Education accounts for a significant
share of vacancies with 2,497 Gazetted, 8,088
Non-Gazetted and 2,712 MTS posts, while
other departments with substantial vacan-
cies include Agriculture Production, Power
Development, Finance, Revenue, Forest,
Public Works (R&B) and Youth Services &
Sports.

While reviewing the recruitment being
undertaken by the JKSSB for Non-Gazetted
and MTS posts the Chairperson SSB, Vikas
Kundal revealed that since 2019 the Board
has received 46,744 posts, out of which 9,260
were withdrawn, leaving 37,484 posts for
recruitment. The Board has already com-
pleted selections for 32,956 posts, including
27,449 selections pertaining to this period.

He further added that at present, 10,035
posts remain under different stages of
recruitment with JKSSB. These include 2,532
posts yet to be advertised, 4,768 posts at the
examination stage, 1,258 at the selection
stage, and 1,477 posts under live advertise-
ments awaiting completion of the recruit-
ment process.

Meanwhile the Secretary, JKPSC, Bashir
Ahmad Dar apprised the meeting about the
status of posts referred to the JKPSC for
recruitment. He divulged that at present,
1,745 Gazetted posts are under process with
the Commission out of these, against 1,573
posts selection schedule has already been
drawn, while 172 posts are yet to be sched-
uled due to certain procedural issues.

He also gave out that a recruitment
timeline has been worked out by the
Commission for filling these posts. As per the
schedule, 630 selections are targeted for
completion by March 2026, 476 during April-
May 2026, 158 during June-July 2026, and
309 during August-September 2026.

Additionally department-wise analysis
shows that the highest number of posts with
JKPSC pertains to Health & Medical Educa-
tion (872 posts) followed by School Education
(470 posts), General Administration (170
posts) and Higher Education (129 posts),
among others.

The meeting was informed that all
departments have shared the latest status of
advertised posts, vacant positions and posts
proposed to be referred to recruiting
agencies. It was resolved that all clear
vacancies without legal or procedural issues
will be referred to the respective recruiting
agencies at the earliest for timely recruit-
ment.

CS Reviews.....

of Disaster Management, Relief, Rehabilita-
tion and Reconstruction (DMRR&R),
reviewed multiple initiatives aimed at
strengthening relief, housing and social
security support for various categories of
displaced persons in the Union Territory.

The meeting besides Additional Chief
Secretary, Jal Shakti; ACS, Power Develop-
ment, ACS, Finance and ACS, Public Works
and Principal Secretary, DMRR&R was also
attended by Commissioner Secretary,
Housing & Urban Development, Commis-
sioner Secretary, General Administration,
Commissioner Secretary, Youth Services &
Sports; Commissioner Secretary, Law
Department; Secretary IT; Secretary
Revenue; Development Commissioner
(Works); Relief Commissioner; Director
FCS&CA, Jammu; and other senior officers.
The Divisional Commissioner Kashmir and
concerned Deputy Commissioners partici-
pated through video conferencing.

During the meeting, the Chief Secretary
took a comprehensive review of the range of
measures undertaken by the government
from time to time for the rehabilitation of
different migrant categories including
Kashmiri Pandits, West Pakistani Refugees
and displaced persons who migrated from
PoJK.

A detailed assessment was also made
regarding the implementation of the Prime
Minister’s Development Package (PMDP
2015) and the steps being taken to improve
delivery of services to Kashmiri migrants,
Jammu migrants and other displaced persons
residing in the Union Territory.

The Chief Secretary reviewed the status of
construction of transit accommodation being
developed across various districts of the
Kashmir Valley for migrant employees
recruited under the relief package. Taking a
location-wise appraisal from the executing
agencies, he directed them to ensure
completion of these projects within the
stipulated timelines and with all required
facilities in place.

He also reviewed the status of Departmen-
tal Promotion Committees (DPCs) in respect
of employees appointed under the relief

package. He observed that necessary
clarifications and directions have already
been issued to address procedural bottle-
necks faced by departments and stressed
that there should be no further delay in
granting employees their rightful benefits as
per the rules in force.

The meeting also assessed the progress
achieved in implementing key welfare
decisions including inclusion of migrant
families in the National Food Security Act
database, extension of Ayushman Bharat
Golden Card benefits to eligible beneficiaries
and the provision of funds for repair and
maintenance of dwelling units allotted to
migrants at different locations in Jammu.

Issues relating to allotment of accommo-
dation to migrant employees posted in differ-
ent districts of the Kashmir Valley, delegation
of powers to officers in the Relief Organisa-
tion for issuance of required certificates and
the need for construction of additional flats
for migrant families in Jammu were also
deliberated upon.

Emphasizing the importance of responsive
grievance redressal, the Chief Secretary
directed the Deputy Commissioners to
ensure quality disposal of complaints
registered by migrants on the dedicated
portal regarding their immovable properties
and assets left behind in the Valley. He
instructed the Relief Commissioner to depute
officers to districts to monitor the grievance
disposal process and stressed that affected
individuals should be taken into confidence
while resolving such issues on merit.

Principal Secretary, DMRR&R, Chandraker
Bharti informed the meeting that a final
timeline has been fixed for completion of the
remaining blocks of transit accommodation
across the Valley. Out of a total of 6,000 flats
planned under the project, 4,128 flats have
already been completed, while the remain-
ing 1,872 flats have been phased for comple-
tion in stages with 584 flats to be completed
by the end of March, 832 by June and 456 by
September this year.

He further apprised that the two-storey
Community Hall at Jagti is nearing comple-
tion with about 90 percent of the work
already executed. Regarding the PoJK
Bhawan project, he stated that the complex-
comprising an Administrative Block,
Amphitheatre and Balidan Stambhis
expected to be completed by January next
year.

The meeting was also informed that land has
been identified at Purkhoo for construction of
additional flats for migrant families. It was
added that around 25,000 applications from
ration card holders have been received for
inclusion in the NFSA database and the process
is being expedited with additional manpower
deployed by the concerned department to
complete it before April this year.

Additionally, the meeting was told that
special outreach camps have been organized
in major cities including Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Pune and Chandigarh to facilitate
registration of migrant families for Ayush-
man Bharat Golden Cards, ensuring that no
eligible beneficiary is left out of the scheme.

The meeting also discussed several other
issues concerning the migrant community
including issuance of migrant certificates to
children of women married to non-migrant
persons, augmentation of staff in the office of
the Relief Commissioner, municipal services
in migrant camps and other matters raised
during the deliberations.

Tulip Season.....

Every year, the garden attracts thousands
of visitors from across India and abroad,
becoming one of the most popular spring
attractions in Kashmir.

Govt to Transform.....

Officers (CDPOs) of Jammu and other
concerned officers.

During the meeting, the Social Welfare
Minister took detailed assessment of various
interventions proposed by the SWD for
upgrading existing framework for ECCE and
strengthening its convergence with Angan-
wadi Centres.

The meeting focused on enhancing
foundational learning, improving nutritional
outcomes, and ensuring holistic development
of children in the 3-6 years age group
through coordinated implementation of
ECCE policies across the Union Territory.

During the review, the Minister under-
scored the critical importance of early
childhood education as the cornerstone of
lifelong learning and cognitive development.
She directed the officers to prepare a
time-bound action plan for proper imple-
mentation of these initiatives, ensuring
quality standards and achieving measurable
outcomes in child development indicators
across Jammu and Kashmir.

Highlighting the pivotal role of Anganwadi
Centres, the Minister directed officials to
transform these centres into vibrant early
learning spaces equipped with child-friendly
infrastructure, activity-based learning
materials and trained human resource.
“Anganwadi workers serve as first educators
for children, they must be empowered
through continuous capacity-building
programmes and modern pedagogical tools”,
she asserted.

Calling for stronger inter-departmental

coordination, the Minister stressed
convergence between the Social
Welfare, School Education, Health &
Medical Education Department and
Rural development departments to
ensure seamless delivery of services to
young children and mothers.

“Early childhood care is not merely a
welfare initiative but a long-term
investment in human capital. A child
who receives proper nutrition, care and
early education grows into a confident
and capable citizen,” the Minister
observed.

She further instructed officers to
strengthen parental awareness cam-
paigns focusing on nutrition, early
stimulation and pre-school readiness,
particularly in rural and underserved
areas.

The Minister also reviewed plans for
digital monitoring mechanisms,
improved infrastructure support and
enhanced learning assessment tools to
track developmental milestones among
children enrolled at Anganwadi Centres.

During the meeting, Commissioner
Secretary SWD gave a detailed presen-
tation on proposed initiatives for
strengthening of ECCE in J&K and its
convergence with other allied depart-
ments. He informed the Minister that
through these initiatives Universal
access and equity in early learning will
be boosted which will lead to holistic
development of child.

The Commissioner Secretary also
apprised the Minister that strategies like
mentorship programme in which Teach-
ers from nearby primary schools will
mentor Anganwadi Workers, ensuring
seamless transition from preschool to
Grade-I and improving pedagogical
quality through monthly on-site visits.
He also said that University and college
students will be made stakeholders who
will participate as interns under Mission
POSHAN, acting as Poshan Mitras and
supporting nutrition awareness, growth
monitoring, and learning activities.

The Commissioner Secretary also
informed that Officer Adoption Pro-
gramme is proposed by which Govern-
ment officers will adopt Anganwadi
Centres, providing mentorship, moni-
toring implementation, and strengthen-
ing community engagement with
monthly visits and structured reporting.

He also apprised the Minister that
Anganwadi Centres are being positioned
as community hubs of integrated
services.

The Commissioner also outlined other
initiatives like a four-tier training
ecosystem involving DIETs, NIPCCD,
MLTCs and mentor teachers for Capacity
Building, Digital Transformation of
Anganwadi Services like QR-enabled
Anganwadi Centres, One Child One Card
digital identity system, APAAR ID
integration for preschool children,
Poshan Tracker digital monitoring as
well as Real-time service visibility for
communities. He also briefed the
Minister about other key initiatives like
Poshan on Wheels for doorstep services
and beneficiary registration, Ring the
Bell Campaign promoting punctuality
and transparency, NGO partnership
initiative “Sanwarein Bachpan” for
strengthening foundational learning

and POSHAN Vatika nutrition gardens
across AWCs.

NCERT Withdraws.....

regarding the portrayal of the
judiciary in the chapter, particularly a
subsection titled “Corruption in the
Judiciary.” The council reiterated its
commitment to maintaining accuracy,
sensitivity and responsibility in
educational material.

Earlier, the Supreme Court of India
had imposed a blanket ban on the
publication and circulation of the
textbook on February 26. The court also
directed NCERT to furnish details of the
Teaching-Learning Materials Commit-
tee that had approved the chapter.

Meanwhile, NCERT has asked
individuals and organisations possess-
ing copies of the book to return them to
the Department of Education in Social
Sciences or the Publication Division at
its New Delhi office. It also urged people
to delete any digital or social media
content related to the chapter at the
earliest.

Dr Jitendra.....

that it works closely with various
ministries and departments to formu-
late pension-related policies and
address grievances to ensure dignity
and ease of living for retirees.

Established in 1986, SCOVA serves as
an institutional platform that facilitates
dialogue between the government and
pensioners’ welfare associations. The
committee comprises 15 non-official
members representing pensioners’ asso-
ciations along with officials from
different ministries and departments.

Representatives from pensioners’
associations across several states and
Union Territories, including Delhi,
Karnataka, Telangana, Maharashtra,
Jammu and Kashmir, Odisha, Assam,
Jharkhand, Uttarakhand, Tamil Nadu,
West Bengal and Gujarat, participated in
the meeting.

Senior officials from ministries and
departments such as Health and Family
Welfare, Railways, Defence Accounts,
Financial Services, Telecommunications,
Revenue and Ex-Servicemen Welfare
also attended the meeting and deliber-
ated on issues related to pensioners’
welfare and grievance redressal.

Encouraging broader participation,
Singh urged pensioners’ associations to
share suggestions beyond grievance
matters to help further strengthen
government policies and services for the
benefit of pensioners across the country.

Centre Boosts.....

between successive LPG cylinder
bookings.

The Ministry said that imported
non-domestic LPG will be prioritised for
essential sectors such as hospitals and
educational institutions to ensure that
critical services remain unaffected.

For other non-domestic users,
including restaurants, hotels and
industrial units, a committee compris-
ing three Executive Directors from Oil
Marketing Companies (OMCs) has been
constituted to examine representations
regarding LPG supply and allocation, the
Ministry said.
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Sakeena Itoo interacts with representatives of
Confideration of Physically Challenged Organisations

Assures stfronger support sysTem for PWDs in J&K

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, MAR 10: Minister for
Social Welfare, Education, Health
and Medical Education, Sakeena
Itoo, today held an extensive
interaction with representatives
of the Confederation of Physi-
cally Challenged Organisations
and took stock of various issues
and grievances of Persons with
Disabilities(PWDs)across Jammu
and Kashmir.

The interaction was held with
an aim to strengthen welfare
measures, improve accessibility
and ensure that development
reaches every person, including
those living with disabilities
across Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by
Commissioner Secretary, Social
Welfare department (SWD), Sar-
mad Hafeez; Director Social Wel-
fare Kashmir, Mohammad Akbar
Wani; Mission Director POSHAN/
ICDS, Sajad Hussain Ganai; Direc-
torSocial Welfare Jammu, Ranjeet
Singh; Director Finance SWD,
other senior officers of SWD,
members of Confederation of

Physically Challenged Organisa-
tions and other concerned offi-
cers, either in person or through
video conferencing.

During the interaction, the
Minister emphasised that inclu-
sive governance remains core
priority of the Government.

“Therights,dignity and welfare
of PWDs are non-negotiable. Our
policies are being continuously
reviewed to ensure equal oppor-
tunities and access for all,” she
stated.

Highlighting several ongoing
initiatives, Minister Sakeena

informed the participants that
the Social Welfare departmentis
actively working towards welfare
of PWDs and outreach pro-
grammes are being enhanced to
ensure welfare schemes reach
beneficiaries in remote and
underserved areas. “Focus is
being laid on improving acces-
sibility for PWDs in public infra-
structure, educational institu-
tions and government offices in
line with inclusive development
goals”, she said.

During the meeting, the Min-
isterissued several key directions

aimed at strengthening support
mechanisms for PWDs. She asked
officials to explore providing
Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)
ration cards todisabled individu-
alswithout parental support. She
also directed the department to
examine the feasibility of con-
structing dedicated hostel facili-
ties for Persons with Disabilities
in both Jammu and Srinagar.

In a significant decision, the
Minister instructed the depart-
ment to appoint a Nodal Officer
at the administrative level to
serveasasingle-point contact for

addressing grievances and con-
cerns of Persons with Disabilities.

Assuring stakeholders that
their voices would shape future
policies, the Minister said genu-
ine suggestions received during
consultations would be incorpo-
rated wherever feasible. She
stressed that continuous dialogue
between the Government and
stakeholder organisations is
essential for designing responsive
and need-based welfare pro-
grammes.

Appreciating the role of such
organisations, the Minister
acknowledged their contribution
inadvocating for disability rights
and bridging the gap between
the Government and beneficia-
ries. She called for collaborative
efforts to build an inclusive soci-
ety where no individual is left
behind.

Representatives of the Confed-
eration expressed gratitude to
the Minister for facilitating open
dialogue and welcomed the Gov-
ernment’s proactive approach
towards addressing issues faced
by Persons with Disabilities.

KU launches week-long
training programme on Fish
Breeding and Rearing
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR MAR 10: The University of Kashmir
(KU)launched aweek-long Start-up/Entrepreneur-
ship Training-cum-Demonstration Programme on
“Fish Breeding and Rearing” at the Main Campus.
The programme is being organised by the Depart-
ment of Zoology under the University’s Skill Devel-
opment and Entrepreneurship initiative.

Hosted by the Fish Nutrition Research Labora-
tory, Department ofZoology, the training programme
will run from March 10 to March 16, 2026, and is
aimed atunemployed youth, farmers, traders, emerg-
ing entrepreneurs and other stakeholders associ-
ated with the aquaculture sector.

Speaking at the inaugural session, Vice-Chancel-

lor KU, Prof. Nilofer Khan, said that the fisheries and
aquaculture sector holds significant potential for
generating sustainable livelihood opportunities in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“Focused hands-on training in areas such as fish
breeding, seed production and scientificrearing can
help young people establish micro-enterprises and
strengthen local supply chains,” she said, urging
participants to utilise the programme as a platform
for developing viable start-ups.

Registrar KU, Prof. Naseer Igbal, said that such
initiatives help bridge the gap between university
laboratories and real-world enterprises and encour-
age participants to explore government support
mechanisms to scale promising ideas into sustain-
able businesses.

Earlier, Head, Department of Zoology KU and
Convenor of the programme Prof. Tariqg Ahmad,
highlighted the department’s vision, academic
achievements and its ongoing efforts in promoting
research and training in fisheries and aquaculture.

In his welcome address, Prof. Imtiaz Ahmad,
faculty at the department and organiser of the
programme, outlined the objectives of the training,
whichincludeimparting practical skillsin broodstock
management, hatchery operations, fry and fingerling
rearing, and the use of economical feed ingredients
for cost-effective fish production.

Co-organiser of the event, Dr. Yahya Bakhtiyar
briefed the participants about the technical sessions,
field demonstrations and interactive modules
planned during the week-long programme. Around
35-40 participants are attending the training, which
will provide exposure to laboratory and field facil-
ities as well as guidance on start-up planning in the
fisheries sector.

On the occasion, a book titled “Aquaculture:
Enhancing Food Security and Nutrition,” edited by
Prof. Imtiaz Ahmad and Dr. Ishtiyaqg Ahmad and
published by Springer, Switzerland, wasalsoreleased.

The proceedings of the inaugural session were
conducted by Dr. Ishtiyaq Ahmad, while Dr. Yahya
Bakhtiyar presented the vote of thanks.
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EJAC Welcomes Promotion of MTS Employees As Junior
Crafts Instructors In Handicrafts & Handloom Department

EJAC Leaders Wajahat Durrani, Sajad Parray, Suhaib Munshi Hails
Promotion Orders In H&H Department, Urges Timely Conduct of DPC

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, MAR 10: The J&K
Employees Joint Action Committee
(EJAC), the apex body of govern-
ment employees in Jammu and
Kashmir with a membership of
around 4.5 lakh employees, has
welcomed the issuance of promo-
tion orders by the Department of
Handicrafts and Handloom, Kash-
mir, promoting several Multi-
Tasking Staff (MTS) employees as
Junior Crafts Instructors across
various craft disciplines.

The promotions were issued fol-
lowing the successful conduct of
departmental practical tests. The
long-awaited step hasbrought asense
of relief and happiness among
employees and is expected to help
address the shortage of skilled crafts-
men within the department.

EJAC President Wajahat Hussain
Durrani, General Secretary Sajad
Ahmad Parray and Provincial Presi-
dent Kashmir (NMOPS) Suhaib Mun-
shiexpressed their heartfelt gratitude
to Worthy Director Mussarat-ul-Islam
for his dynamic leadership and
employee-friendly approach.

They also extended their sincere

thanks to Joint Director Handicrafts
and Handloom Deeba Khalid Peer,
Deputy Director Handicrafts and
Handloom Mirza Shahid Ali Beigh
and Deputy Director (Administration)
Riyaz-ul-Haq for their dedicated
efforts in ensuring a smooth, trans-
parent and merit-based promotion
process. The leaders said employees
feel fortunate to work under such
competent and committed officers.

The EJAC leadership also recalled
thatduringhis earlier tenure as Direc-
tor Handicrafts, Mussarat-ul-Islam
had taken several landmark employ-
ee-friendly initiatives, including the
enhancement of stipends for trainees.
They noted that he has consistently
taken progressive decisions that have
strengthened the department and

boosted the morale of its workforce.

EJAC congratulated all the newly
promoted Crafts Instructors and
wished them success in their new
responsibilities, expressing hope that
they will continue to serve with
dedication, professionalismand con-
tribute to further strengthening the
department.

Meanwhile, the EJAC leadership
urged the Administrative Department
tospeed up the nomination of mem-
bers for convening the Departmental
Promotion Committee (DPC), which
hasbeendelayed several times. They
expressed hope that the matter will
be taken up at the earliest so that all
deserving employees receive their
due promotions withoutany further
delay.

Road Safety
Awareness Programme
Organised at GDC
Qazigund

B FAROOQ RATHER

QAZIGUND, MAR 10: A road safety awareness
programme was organised at Government Degree
College Qazigund on Tuesday .The programme aimed
to sensitise students about the importance of fol-
lowingtrafficrules and adopting safe road behaviour.
The event began with a welcome address by Dr.
Ishtiyaqg Ahmad Shah, H.O.D Department of Educa-
tion and Convener Debate and Seminar Committee,
who welcomed the faculty members, students,and
distinguished guests. He also congratulated the
newly joined Principal, Prof. (Dr.) Sudhir Singh, and
formally welcomed him to the college community.
Dr.Shah emphasised the importance of road safety
rules and followingall the road safety rules by letter
and sprit.

In his inaugural address, Prof. (Dr.) Sudhir Singh
highlighted the importance of co-curricular and
awareness programmes alongside academic pursuits.
He emphasised that while education remains the
core focus of students, awareness about social issues
such as road safety is equally essential for their
overall development. He urged students to take road
safety seriously, adopt disciplined behaviour on
roads, and act as ambassadors of road safety with-
in their families and communities.

Speakingonthe occasion, Dr.Basharat Nazir Reshi,
Faculty Member of Political Science, stressed the
importance of road safety education among youth.
He said that educating young people about traffic
rules and safe practices is one of the most effective
ways to prevent accidents and save lives in the long
run.

Students also actively participated in the pro-
gramme and shared their views on road safety.
Shahid Hussain Wani (Semester IV) spoke about
basic traffic rules and the importance of following
them to ensure safety for both drivers and pedes-
trians. Sheikh Sibat (Semester II) highlighted how
people often become careless about safety, putting
their own lives and others at risk.

Akeelalgbal (SemesterIV)emphasised that many
road accidents are preventable and pointed out that
failure to wear helmets and seatbelts contributes
significantly to fatalities. Muzamil Rashid (Semester
II) recited a welcome poem for the new Principal
and noted that many fatal accidents occur due to
avoidable factors. He reminded everyone that dis-
ciplined behaviour, such as avoiding mobile phone
use whiledriving, directly contributes to safer roads.

The Chief Guest, Mr. Mohammad Aslam, DySP
TrafficQazigund, delivered the keynote address and
shared his experiences from the field. He stressed
the importance of civic sense, responsible driving
behaviour,adherence to speed limits,and consistent
helmet use. He stated that overspeeding alone
accounts foralarge proportion of road fatalities and
urged students to follow prescribed speed limits to
minimise risks.He further pointed out that nearly
half of all road accident victims are two-wheeler
riders, making it especially important for young
people and daily commuters like college students
to adopt safe riding practices. He also emphasised
that strict adherence to road safety norms not only
protects individuals but also promotes a culture of
safety in society.

The programme concluded with a vote of thanks
presented by Prof. Nehad Kaniz Fatima, NSS Pro-
gramme Officer, who thanked all participants,
faculty members, and especially the Principal and
convener debate and seminar committee for their
supportand initiative in organising suchameaning-
ful and timely awareness programme.

SAATH Successtully Completes Government-Approved

Rouft Folk Dance Revwal Pro]ect in Ganderbal

E  GULFAM BARJI

GANDERBAL, MAR 10: SAATH
—Society for Art, Aesthetics, Tradi-
tion and Heritage, Ganderbal, has
successfully completed a govern-
ment-approved project titled
“Rouff-TraininginTraditional Folk
Art,aimed at preserving and pro-
motingKashmir’s traditional Rouff
dance, one of the Valley’s most
graceful women-led folk traditions.
The four-month cultural program
was conducted in two phases at
GovernmentDegree College Gan-
derbal and High School Baderkot,
where separate 60-day intensive
workshops were organized The
initiative provided structured prac-
ticaltrainingand cultural orienta-
tiontoyoung participants helping
revive interest in the traditional
artformamongtheyounger gen-
eration.The workshops were
conducted under the expert
guidance of renowned Rouff

dancer Ms. Shugufta Rehman
while the overall supervision
and coordination of the program
were carried out by noted cul-
tural organizer Riyaz Ahmad
Mir.To further enrich the pro-
gram, several eminent cultural

and literary personalities inter-
acted with the participants and
delivered special sessions on
heritage and performing arts
Prominent among them were
Zareef Ahmad Zareef, Manzoor
Ahmad Mir, Aashiq Hussain,

Bashir Ahmad, and Riyaz Rehm-
an, President of the group.
Around 60 college and school
girls received training through
the workshops. For many par-
ticipants itwas their first experi-
enceoftaking partinastructured

cultural activity. The students
actively participated in the ses-
sions and expressed enthusiasm
inlearningand reconnecting with
their cultural traditions. The staff
of bothinstitutions extended full
support and appreciated the ini-
tiative, acknowledging the role
of such programsin encouraging
young people to value their cul-
tural heritage.Rouff tradition-
ally performed during Ramadan,
Eid celebrations, spring festivals,
and harvest seasons is known
forits elegant formations, rhyth-
mic footwork, traditional attire
and poetic group singing.SAATH
executed the project under the
patronage of Riyaz Ahmad Mir.
The project was approved by the
Ministry of Culture Government
of India under the BTI Section
scheme - Financial Assistance for
Preservation and Development
of Cultural Heritage of the Hima-
layas.
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DC Budgam reviews progress under HADP, JKCIP in district
Over 6,000 units established under HADP, 589 units completed under JKCIP

B HT NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM, MARCH 10: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Budgam, Athar
Aamir Khan today reviewed the
progress achieved under the
Holistic Agriculture Development
Programme (HADP) and Jammu
& Kashmir Competitiveness
Improvement Project (JKCIP) in
the district.

During the meeting, the DC
conducted adetailed department-
wise review of applications
received, approvals, units
established and funds released
under various components of the
programmes.

It was informed that under
HADPatotal of42,168 applications
have been received across
departmentsincluding Agriculture,
Animal Husbandry, Fisheries,
Horticulture,Horticulture Planning
&Marketing, Sericulture and Sheep
Husbandry.

Thereview revealed that 6,188
units have been established during
the financial year 2025-26, taking
the cumulative number of units
established in the district to
12,8009.

Department-wise figures
indicate that Agriculture
department has established
3,507 units during the year while
Animal Husbandry department
has established 1,610 units.

Similarly, 491 units have been

established by Horticulture

department, 507 by Sheep

Husbandry, 23 by Fisheries, 40
by Sericulture and 10 by
Horticulture Planning &
Marketing.

The meeting also reviewed
the status of  JKCIP
implementation in the district.
It was informed that 12,287
registrations have been made
forvarious activities under the
scheme, out of which 8,856 cases
have been approved by the
District Level Committee.

Further, 608 units have been
taken up for establishment under
JKCIP and 589 units have been
completed so far.

Speaking on the occasion, the
DC directed the concerned
departments to expedite the
processing of pending applications
and ensure timely establishment
of approved units so that the
benefits of the schemes reach the
intended beneficiaries.

He emphasized -effective
coordinationamong departments
and stressed on maximizing the
impact of HADP and JKCIP to
strengthenlivelihood opportunities
andboostthe agriculture and allied
sectors in the district.

Besides, CPO budgam Javaid
Ahmad Najar, CAO Budgam, CHO
Budgam, CAHO Budgam, Officials
fromvariousagricultureand allied
departments were present during
the meeting.

Training of Resource Persons
under Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan held at Anantnag

B HT NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG, MARCH 10: Under the

SHOPIAN, MARCH 10: All India
Coordinated Research Project on
Biological Control of Crop Pests (AICRP-
BC), Division of Entomology, Faculty
of Horticulture, Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural Sciences

Farm input distribution function held at KVK Shopian

B HT NEWS NETWORK

pesticide residues.

During the programme, Dr. Sajad
Mohi-ud-Din, Principal Investigator)
and Dr. Mudasir Gani, Co-Principal
Investigator delivered comprehensive
presentationsonintegrated insect pest
management in apple, and other
important crops. They sensitized

chairmanship of the Assistant Commissioner
Revenue(ACR), Tariq Ahmad Malik Anantnag,
a training programme for Resource Persons
under Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan was today
held at Dak Bungalow Khanabal.

The programme was organized as part of the
district administration’s continued efforts to create
awareness and strengthen preventive education and
counselling supportagainstdrugabuse among students
and youth.

The training was attended by Assistant Professors
from GDCs besides Lecturers and teachers of the
School Education Department who have been nominated
as counsellors.

The objective of the training programme was to
build the capacity of participants to act as counsellors,
mentors and nodal resource personsintheirrespective
schools and colleges for addressing issues related to
substance abuse prevention, early identification and
guidance of students.

Duringthe session, experts and officials highlighted
the growing challenge of drug abuse and emphasized
the need for timely counselling, awareness initiatives
and coordinated efforts to curb the menace.

The participants were sensitized about various
preventive measures, counselling techniques and
strategies to guide students towards a healthy and
drug-free lifestyle.

Speaking on the occasion, the ACR stressed the
importance of educational institutions in creating
awareness and early intervention to prevent substance
abuse.

He urged the nominated counsellors to actively
engage with students and spread awareness regarding
the harmful effects of drugs.

The programme concluded with a pledge by
participants to contribute actively towards making
districtand society drug-free torealise the objectives
of the Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan.

and Technology of Kashmir (SKUAST-K),
Shalimar, today organized a material
distribution-cum-scientist-farmer
interaction programme at KVKBalapora
ShopianThe programme was sponsored
by the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research - National Bureau of
Agricultural Insect Resources (ICAR-
NBAIR), Bengaluru.

Prof. Akhtar AliKhan, Head, Division
of Entomology, Faculty of Horticulture,

SKUAST-K, stressed upon the eco-
friendly pest management through
biological control agents for sustainable
agriculture in the region.

Prof. Zaffar Afroz Badri, Head, KVK
Shopian, elaborated on the effective
utilization of the distributed materials
and encouraged farmers to adopt
scientific pest managementapproaches
forenhanced productivity and reduced

farmers about the role of biocontrol
agents, pheromone-based monitoring,
and botanicals in sustainable crop
protection.

As part of the ICAR-NBAIR-
sponsored Tribal Sub-Plan initiative,
essential inputs including Knapsack
sprayer, pheromone traps, and neem
oil were distributed among 35 tribal
farmers of the area to support
sustainable agricultural practices.

NABARD celebrates International
Women’s Day in Anantnag
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG, MARCH 10: To commemorate
International Women'’s Day, a celebratory programme
wasorganized today in Anantnag, bringing together
avibrant community of female entrepreneurs, Self-
Help Group (SHG) members, and artisans.

The Programme was graced by DDM NABARD,
RoufZargar; LDM Anantnag, Mohammad Shafi and
Director RSETI, Mushtaq Ahmad besides officials
from NRLM and Centre for Financial Literacy were
also present.

The event with the theme “Give to Gain” was held
in collaboration with the National Rural Livelihoods
Mission (NRLM), served as a platform to recognize
the pivotal role of women in the socio-economic
transformation of the district.

District Development Manager NABARD,

inaugurated the session by detailing the NABARDs
strategic role in rural women’s empowerment,
specifically highlighting the success of the SHG-Bank
Linkage Programme and support to SHGs through
MEDP and LEDP programmes.

LDM addressed the participants by providing a
comprehensive roadmap of "bankable" credit schemes,
such as Mudra and PMEGP, urging women to leverage
formal banking channels to scale their micro-
enterprises.

Additionally, the Director of RSETI emphasized
the criticalimportance of vocational training, outlining
the various skill-development courses offered at the
institute that transform traditional craftinto sustainable,
modern businesses.

The celebration concluded with a felicitation
ceremony, where five prominent women achievers
from the district were honoured by NABARD for their
exemplary success in local industry and social
leadership.

Officials from the NRLM were also present to
provide technical guidance, reinforcing their
commitment to providing continuous handholding
and market access for rural products.

The event served as both a recognition of past
milestones and a forward-looking seminar, ensuring
that the female artisans of Anantnag are equipped
with the financial literacy and technical expertise
needed to thrive in a competitive economy.

Senior Citizens Awareness Programme held at Uri under NAPSrC
m‘mmwﬂzm ‘ ‘ = ‘

PPARENTS AND SENIOR CITIZENS (MWPS

B HT NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA,MARCH 10: An
awareness programme under the
National Action Plan for Senior
Citizens (NAPSrC) was successfully
organized by the Tehsil Social
Welfare Office Uri at Town Hall
Lagama, UriThe programmeaimed
to sensitize senior citizens about
various welfare schemes, their
legalrights, and facilities available
toensure their well-being, dignity,
and social security.

Alarge number of senior citizens
from different areas of Tehsil Uri
participated in the programme
withkeeninterestand enthusiasm.

The event served as an
important  platform for
disseminating information
regarding government welfare
initiatives, healthcare facilities,
and legal safeguards available for

the protectionand welfare ofelderly
citizens.On the occasion, the Sub
Judge Uriattended the programme
as the Chief Guest and addressed
the gathering. In his address, he
elaborated on the legal rights of
senior citizens and emphasized
the importance of awareness
regarding protections guaranteed
under the Maintenance and Welfare
of Parents and Senior Citizens Act,
2007.

Heurgedtheelderly participants
toremaininformed about various
government schemes so that they
can effectively avail the benefits
meant for their welfare.

Speakingonthe occasion, Social
Welfare Officer Uri,also addressed
the participants and provided
detailed information aboutvarious
welfareschemesbeingimplemented
by the Social Welfare Department
for the benefit of senior citizens.

g Care, Protection

ly Foq Senior Citizens

Organized By:-
FARE OFFICER B

She encouraged the elderly
participants to avail themselves
ofthese schemesandassured them

of full support and cooperation
fromthe departmentinfacilitating
access to available services.

Officials and representatives
from the Health Department,
Jammu and Kashmir Police, Uri
Court, and Sub-District Hospital
Uri also participated in the
programme and shared valuable
insights regarding healthcare
services, safety and security
measures, and legal assistance
available to senior citizens.

The programme concluded
withaninteractive session where
senior citizens raised various
concerns and queries related to
their welfare and entitlements.
The officials present responded
to their issues and provided
necessary guidance and
clarification.

The participants appreciated
the initiative and described the
programme as informative and
beneficial for the elderly
community.

District Addmin Bandipora conducts Water Testing

DC Kulgam inspects transit accommodation projects

B HT NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM, MARCH 10:
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Kulgam, Shahzad Alam, today
visited Vessu Migrant Colony
and Chowgam (Devsar) to
review the progress of transit
accommodation projects being
constructed for Kashmiri
Pandit employees in the
district.

During the visit, the DC
inspected the ongoing works
and took stock of the pace and
quality of construction.

At Chowgam, the DC
reviewed the construction of
192 transit accommodation
flats, out of which 160 flats have
been completed so far. The
project is being executed at an
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for KP employees at Vessu, Chow

gam

estimated cost of Rs.34 crore.

At Vessu, the DC also
inspected the progress made on
the flats.

He directed the executing
agencies to ensure timely
completion of the projects while
strictly adhering to quality
standards.

He emphasized the
importance of completing the
remaining works within the
stipulated timeframe so that the
accommodation can be made
available to the beneficiaries at
the earliest.

At Vessu Migrant Colony, the
DC also inaugurated a newly
established library aimed at
providing educational and
reading facilities for the
residents.

and Awareness Demonstrations in Schools

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA, MARCH 10: As partof the
ongoing Jal Mahotsav Pakhwada, water
testing and awareness demonstrations were
conducted by the Division and Sub-Divisional
laboratories across various schools in District
Bandipora to sensitise students about the
importance of safe drinking water and water
quality monitoring.The activities were
organised under the Jal Jeevan Mission as
partofthedistrict-level programme being
observed from March 8 to March 22, aimed
at promoting awareness regarding safe
drinking water, water conservation, and
community participationin the management
of rural water supply systems.During the
programme, demonstrations on water quality
testing using Field Test Kits (FTKs) were
conducted by the technical staff of the
laboratories. Students were educated about
various parameters of drinking water quality
and the significance of regular monitoring
to ensure safe and potable water.

RN A N
. T

The students were also sensitised about
theimportance of protecting water sources,
maintaining hygiene around drinking water
points,and adopting responsible practices
for water conservation.The initiative aimed
to create awareness among young students
and encourage them to become responsible
ambassadors of water conservation and
safe water practices withintheircommunities.
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DDC Anantnag chairs Bankers' DLRC meeting
For Quarter ending December-2025

Stresses on Priority Sector Lending, Self Employment

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG, MARCH 10: A
District Level Review Committee
(DLRC) meeting to review the
performance of the banking sector
inAnantnagdistrict for the quarter
ending December 2025 (Q3 FY
2025-26) was held today under
the chairmanship of District
Development Commissioner, Dr.
Bilal Mohiud Din Bhat at Dak
Bunglalow Khanabal.

The meeting was attended by
ADDC, GM DIC, CPO, CAO, CAHO,
DD Fisheries, AD Employment,
LDO RBI, DDM NABARD, Cluster
Heads of J]&K Bank, Chief Manager
SBI, Director RSETI, District
Coordinators of various Banks and
officers fromKVIB,KVICand NRLM.

Presenting a comprehensive
review, Lead District Manager
(LDM), Mohammad Shafi Bhat,
informed the chair that the total
deposits in the district as of
December 31, 2025 stood at

9083.54 crore, while advances
amounted to  7207.54 crore,
resulting in a Credit-Deposit (CD)
ratio of 79.34%.

Under the District Credit Plan
(DCP)2025-26, the banking sector
disbursed 2488.21 crore under
the priority sector againstatarget
of  3676.11 crore, thereby
achieving 68%ofthe allotted yearly
target as on 31-12-2025. Non-
priority sector lending stood at

1610.25 crore against the target
of  2025.74 crore, thereby
achieving 79% of the allotted target
as on 31-12-2025.

Further, the total credit
disbursed in the district was

4098.47 crore, registering 72%
achievement of the overall credit
target for the halfyearending 31-
12-2025.

During the meeting, the DDC
reviewed the performance of banks
for the Quarter-3 (2025-26) in
detail. He said special emphasis
onimproving the Credit-Deposit
(CD) Ratio and enhancing credit
flow to priority sectors, particularly

—

agriculture.

Reviewing the status of crop
loans, the DDCadvised the banks
to ensure adequate and timely
credit to farmers. He appreciated
the progress shown in crop loan
disbursement and urged the banks
tointensify the efforts and achieve
targets in coordination with the
Agriculture Department.

Observing the decline insome

loan segments, the DDC directed
the banks to take immediate
corrective measures and improve
lending performance. He further
reviewed the progress of term
loans and other priority sector
advancesand instructed the banks
toincrease lending to productive
sectors.

The meeting stressed the need
for greater awareness among

farmers regarding government
schemes and agricultural credit
facilities. Need for better
coordination between banks and
line departmentstoensure effective
implementation of schemes and
improved credit delivery was
highlighted.

Dr.Bilal alsoreviewed progress
under government-sponsored
schemes like Svanidhi, Mudra,
PM]JBY, PMSBY, APY, PMEGP, ] DY,
among others. He directed the
banksand concerned departments
toensure effectiveimplementation
of these schemes.

Officers from Agriculture and
allied sectors were directed to set
subdivision and zone wise targets
for enrollment of eligible
beneficiaries under various
schemes with special emphasis
on KCC and HADP.

It was informed that against
2449 sanctioned cases under
Mission YUVA, loans to the tune
of Rs. 13456.80 Lakh have been
disbursed in favour of 2136 cases
so far.

Further, as a joint initiative
of RBland NABARD, five Centres
for Financial Literacy are
functional in the district which
focus onSocial Security Schemes,
Women Empowerment, Digital
Banking and Self Employment
Schemes and have achieved 8747
linkages.

The meeting concluded with
directions to all banks toimprove
lending performance, strengthen
financialinclusioninitiatives,and
work closelywithline departments
forthe development of thedistrict’s
economy.

DC Kulgam chairs meeting
to review status of public
grievances, stresses

prompt redressal
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM, MARCH 10: Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Kulgam, Shahzad Alam, today chaired a meeting of
officers toreview the status of public grievances and
assess the mechanism for their timely disposal in
the district.

During the meeting, the DCtook a detailed review
of grievances received through various platforms
and evaluated the progress made in their resolution
by different departments.

Stressing the importance of responsive governance,
the DC directed all officers to ensure prompt and
effectiveredressal of grievances within the stipulated
time frame.

He emphasized that public grievances must be
handled with seriousness and accountability toensure
thatgenuine concerns of citizens are addressed without
delay.

Shahzad Alamfurtherinstructed officers tomaintain
close monitoring of pending cases and ensure that
necessary follow-up action is taken for their early
resolution.

The meeting was attended by ADC, ACR, Tehsildars
and other officers.

DC Anantnag visits GMC, Associated
Hospital Anantnag

B HT NEWS NETWORK

DDC Anantnag launches 33973 Crore NABARD Potential Plan

Unveils PLP Document in presence of officers

ANANTNAG, MARCH 10: Deputy Commissioner
Anantnag, Dr. Bilal Mohiud Din Bhat today conducted
a visit to Government Medical College Anantnag
(Dialgam) and the MMAB, Associated Hospital
(Janglatmandi) to take stock of the ongoing projects
and review the healthcare services and facilities
being provided to the patients. Principal GMC, ADC,
MS AH, officers from executing agencies and other
officers and officials accompanied the Deputy
Commissioner.At GMC, the Principal apprised the
DC about the major projects completed in 2024-25
and 2025-26 and the status of ongoing works. It was
informed that Cath Lab at the cost of Rs.12.63 Crore
and nursing college at estimated cost of Rs. 5 Crore
have been developed. Besides, pipe laying for water
was done at the cost of Rs. 4.50 Crore.

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG, MARCH 10:
NABARD hasenvisaged a potential
of Rs. 3973 crore in Anantnag
district for the year 2026-27 to
be achieved by banks, financial
institutions and departments
associated with developmentin
the district.

This was revealed atadistrict
level consultative committee
meeting held today under the
chairmanship of District
Development Commissioner
(DDC), Dr. Bilal Mohiud Din Bhat
at Dak Bungalow Khanabal.

The meeting was attended
by ADDC, GM DIC, CPO, CAO, CHO,
CAHO, DD Fisheries, AD
Employment, AGMs of RBI &
NABARD, LDM, district officers
from various departments and
concerned bank officials.

During the meeting, the DDC

launched the Potential-linked
Credit Plan(PLP) and unveiled
the PLP Document prepared by
NABARD for the ensuing year
2026-27. He appreciated the
efforts of NABARD for accessing
the sector wise potential in the
district and emphasized upon
the banks to focus on priority
sectors of NABARD with special
focus on Agriculture and allied
sectors to generate employment
in the district.

AGM, NABARD, Rouf Zargar
informed the PLP would form
the basis for the preparation of
annual District Credit Plan for
the upcoming year. It is based
onthe policies of the Central and
UT Governments reflecting the
priorities of the Government of
Indiatoscale uplending tovarious
sectors of the economy, he noted.

Giving details, AGM said that
NABARD has envisaged a total

credit potential of Rs. 3973.03
crore under priority sectors in
the district for the year 2026-27.

Sector-wise, the total potential
for agriculture, including
agriculture infrastructure and
allied activities, is estimated at
Rs. 1787.87 crore, whereas Rs.
490.80 Cr has been earmarked

WELCOME
0
DISTRICT LEVEL REVIE W CONNITTEE

DISTRICT CONS E COMMITTEE
A

(
MEETING, DIjg-4&- JINANTNAG

for MSME, Rs. 17.26 crore for
export credit, Rs.63.45 crore for
education, Rs. 105.72 crore for
housing, Rs. 19.24 crore for
renewable energy and Rs. 159.54
Cr for social infrastructure
developmentin the district. The
informal credit delivery system
for support to SHGs/JLGs etc. has

beenestimated at Rs.49.15 crore.

Zargar further informed that
for the financial year 2026-27,
NABARD has taken up the PLP
exercise for the district after
elaborate consultation with the
stakeholders associated with
Agriculture, MSME Sector and
Rural Development. Keeping in
view the resources and
infrastructure available in
respective sectors, estimate of
the credit potential for the FY
2025-26 hasbeen made forvarious
activities, he added.

Notably the PLP provides a
detailed scientific assessment of
credit potential for various sectors
in the district. NABARD has
leveraged technology for
preparing digital PLP for efficient
credit projectionsin currentyear
and the new generation document
has standardized structure
coverage and data indices.

In ongoing works, Fire Fighting System at AH
coming at cost of Rs.4.98 Crore has achieved physical
progress of 80 percent and is expected to be completed
by Sep-2026. Further, the construction work on 50
beddded Critical Care Block whichis comingata cost
of Rs. 23.75 Crore is under process.

Regarding the financial progress, the DC was
informed that out ofRs. 1996.39 Lakhreleased under
Capex during the current FY 2025-26, Rs. 988.49
Lakh which is approximately 50 percent have been
utilised so far.The DCissued on spot directions to the
concerned authorities to expedite pace of work and
the financial progress on the works. He also called
for providing the essential amenities, sports, co
curricular and other facilities to the students and
staff of the college.During the visit of AH, the DC
inspected MRD Section and took stock of the functioning
of onlineregistration and Scan and Share sevices. He
issued directions for completion of the Critical Care
Block project in a time bound manner and also
recommended adding two floors for the Sarai for
ease of attendants.The hospital authorities briefed
the DC about functioning of different departments,
patientinflow and the measures being taken toimprove
healthcare delivery at the institution.

The DCinteracted with doctors, paramedical staff
and patients to take firsthand feedback regarding
the quality of healthcare services and availability of
medicines and diagnostic facilities.

The Deputy Commissioner emphasized the need
for maintaining high standards of cleanliness, patient
care and timely medical services. He asked the
concerned authorities to address any shortcomings
on priority so that people receive quality healthcare
services without inconvenience.
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DC Pulwama reviews digitisation of
Jamabandies & other revenue matters

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA, MARCH 10: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Pulwama, DrBasharat
Qayoom today chaired a comprehensive
review meeting at Circuit House here to
assess the progress achieved under the
Digital India Land Records Modernization
Programme (DILRMP) and review various
revenue-related issues across the district.

During the meeting, a detailed
presentation was delivered by Additional
Deputy Commissioner Pulwama, highlighting
the tehsil-wise progress achieved in the
digitisation of Jamabandies across the district,
along with the status of other key revenue
matters.

Taking a detailed village-wise, khewat-
wise, khata-wise and khasra-wise review,
the Deputy Commissioner assessed the
progress made in the digitisation of land
records across all tehsils of the district. He
took strict note of pendencies and sought
detailsregarding cases pending at various
levels, directing the concerned officers to
clear all pendencies on priority to ensure
timely completion of the digitisation process.

The meeting alsoreviewed the progress
regarding theinitiation of grievanceregisters,
status of backlog mutations, updation of
attribute tables, SVAMITVA Maps (1.0 and
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2.0), Digital Crop Survey, DVO cases, and
court cases.

Besides, the DC also reviewed the
pendency of cases under Section 27 of the
J&K Land Revenue Act, removal of
encroachments from State and Kahcharai
land, and disposal of migrant grievances,
including both online and offline complaints.

Emphasisingefficiency and accountability
in revenue administration, the Deputy
Commissioner directed all revenue officers
toexpedite the disposal of pending revenue
cases, maintain accuracy in digital land
records,and ensure timely delivery of revenue
services to the public.

He further directed the officers to closely
monitor progress at the field level and submit
regularupdatessothatall targetsare achieved
within the stipulated timeframe.

DC Budgam reviews Revenue matters in District

B HT NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM, MARCH 10: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Budgam, Athar Aamir
Khan, today chaired a meeting to review
the functioning of Revenue services across
all tehsils of the district.

The meeting was held at the DC Office
Complex,Budgam,and attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner (ADC), Mehraj ud
din shah, ACR Budgam, all Sub-Divisional
Magistrates (SDMs), AC Defence, Tehsildars,
NTs and other Revenue officials.

ACRbudgam briefed the chairregarding
overall scenario of the district with regard
to revenue services.

The DC emphasized the need for 100%
digitization of Jamabandis to enhance
transparency and efficiency inland records
management.

He directed all Revenue officials to
prioritize clearing pendency under various
heads and ensure prompt service delivery
to the general public at all Revenue offices
across the district.

The DC instructed officers to assess
rejected and reverted cases under the
Public Services Guarantee Act (PSGA) in
theirrespective jurisdictions. He stressed
that disposal of these cases should be
carried out in a time-bound manner,
ensuring that citizens do not face
unnecessary delays.

TheDCalsoreviewed the status of work

onthe Administrative infrastructure projects
of Tehsil Office, BK Pora and Niabats of
Nagam, Soibugh, and Kachwari.

He directed the concerned officers to
maintain close coordination with executing
agencies to ensure completion of these
projects so as to dedicate them to public.

The DC reiterated the importance of
responsive governance and emphasized
thatRevenue officials must remain proactive
in addressing public grievances. Regular
monitoring and adherence to timelines
were stressed to uphold the standards of
service delivery.

He alsoreviewed the status of disposal
of land acquisition related cases, fencing
of State land, disposal of cases on Revenue
Court Cases, Management Portal, disposal
of inheritance mutations, maintenance of
stock registry and issuance of various
certificates such as income and category
and other related file records at Revenue
offices.

The DCdirected all Revenue officers to
uphold accountability, ensure efficient
service delivery,and remain committed to
the welfare of the district’s citizens.

During the meeting, the DCalsodirected
officers to ensure interdepartmental
coordination for identification and
demarcation of land for the remaining
Panchayat Ghars across the district, so that
thenecessaryinfrastructure canbe developed
in a timely manner.
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Need of the
hour; regulation of social
media for children

Social media has virtually taken over each
and every aspectof human life across the globe
and nobody can deny the same. People living
across the continents are making ademand to
regulate the usage of social media by their
children. Some of the countries have already
taken some steps in this regard and in such
countries social media can be used by people
beyond a prescribed age.

In the country some of the southern states
have taken an initiative in this regard and they
too have regulated usage of social media. In
Karnataka the Congress led government has
banned the usage of social media by children
below the age of 16 years. Inthe nearby Andhra
Pradesh state, the Telugu Desam Party govern-
ment has imposed restrictions on social media
with children below the age of 13 years not
allowed to use it. One can hope that the other
states follow suit and take similar measures.

It is important that all the stake-holders chip
in and play their part in the regulation of social
media for the children. This has to be done at
the earliest as the unabated usage of social
media by the people is leading to different
crimes in the society. There are many instances
where the children after getting influenced by
the stars on social media carry out tricks that
ultimately lead to fatal casualties. People tend
tofollow their role models and itis more with the
youngsters.

The parents have to play a more responsible
role and they must ensure thatthey give freedom
to their children within certain limits. Freedom
without responsibility leads to a disaster and
one can quote many examples in this regard.
The parents should encourage their children to
play different sports and take part in other cre-
ative as well as extra-curricular activities. Doc-
tors always counsel the parents to restrict the
screen time of their children so that there are no
complications for them.

In most of the cases the parents don’t pay
attention to the directions of the medicos and
as such their children can be seen glued to
mobiles or other electronic gadgets. Once
children get a lot of time on mobiles they get
addictedto the various social media platforms.
The addictionis such thatthese children are not
ready to leave their mobiles even when they
are eating something. With the passage of time
these children are not able to live their life with-
out mobile phones.
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Preparation for the Spring and A
Culture of Flowers and Home Gardens

B SAHIL MANZOOR BHATTI

Inthe Kashmir Valley, every season brings a new
wave of beauty. After the vibrant tulips of spring,
winter now welcomes the colorful chrysanthemums.
Over the past few months, these flowers have been
cultivated in abundance, showcasing a variety of
hues and forms that not only enhance the landscape
but also contribute significantly to the valley’s
economy. Every Kashmiri should nurture alove for
flowers. Each household can maintain a small
garden with new and diverse varieties. This habit
offers countless benefits—fresh oxygen, natural
fragrance, peace of mind, and a soothing environ-
ment thatencourages families to enjoy theirmorn-
ings and evenings surrounded by nature. Home
Gardens: A Natural Oxygen Factory Kashmir’s
natural vegetation stretches from lofty mountains
and plateaus to meadows and riverbanks, rich with
herbs, shrubs, and grasses. Nature itself cherishes
beauty, and we see picturesque scenes across every
corner of the region. Modern techniques like graft-
ing and genetic engineering have expanded the
range of available plant varieties. For instance,
genetic engineering has produced fascinating
hybrids such as the “pomato,” a combination of
tomato and potato. These innovations strengthen
the horticulture, floriculture, and agriculture sec-
tors, providing better yields and profitability. Flo-
riculture: Beauty with Economic Value Floriculture,
or flower farming, plays a crucial role in economic
development. It focuses on cultivatingand market-
ing ornamental plants and flowers. Like other
industries, floriculture generates employment and
supportsinnovation through techniqueslike graft-
ing and budding. This field holds immense poten-
tial for Kashmir’s youth, offering opportunities in
design, farming, marketing, and export. Vase or
Flower Bed: Choosing the Right Option Vase arrange-
ments are convenient and elegant, though they

require regular care—watering, pruning, and pro-
tection during harsh winters. Flower beds, on the
other hand, create more natural and striking dis-
plays. By planting flowers in ascending height order,
every bloombecomes visible, enhancing the beau-
ty of the garden. Selecting the Best Flowers and
Plants Different people have different preferences.
Some love medicinal plants such as aloe vera and
rose, while others focus purely on ornamental
beauty. Roses are agreat choice—they bloomevery
6-8 weeks, often lasting into winter, and also help
prevent soil erosion. Popular seasonal choices like
hamish bahar and chrysanthemums give gardens
an enchanting look. Among the attractive plants
are plum, cypress, golden cypress, Italian cypress,
peach blossom trees, and Canadian maple. The
choice depends on the available space and climate
conditions. Garden Maintenance and Sustainabil-
ity Regular watering, appropriate use of fertilizers
(cow dung or mild chemical fertilizers), and con-
sistent maintenance are vital for healthy gardens.
Flower lovers should installa 500-1000-liter water
tank to ensure supply during droughts. Gardens

enhance the beauty of our surroundings, provide
oxygen, reduce carbon dioxide, and promote over-
all well-being. During peak summer, the sight and
aromaofblooming flowers relax the mind and uplift
the spirit. Health and Employment Benefits. Awell-
maintained home garden becomes a companion
for morning and evening walks, offering a peaceful
environment for those unable to go outdoors fre-
quently. Walking for 30-60 minutes on green
surfacesimproves physical and mental health. The
gardening and floriculture sectors also create
employment opportunities for skilled youth. Gov-
ernment administration should support this field
by providing subsidized seedlings, training centers,
and awareness programs to help gardeners learn
modern techniques and boost production.Access
toPlantsand Seedlings. The best time to start plant-
ing is from mid-February. Fresh and high-quality
varieties can be purchased from leading nurseries
near the Botanical Garden in Srinagar, Tengpora
Bypass, and main city markets across Kashmir.

sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.com

“Teaching Beyond Textbooks:
The Key 1o Better Learning™

m JAWAID IQBAL

Education is the foundation of a
progressive society,and teachers are
the architects who shape the future
of generations. Inthe modern world,
teachingis nolongerlimited todeliv-
eringlectures from textbooks. Effec-
tive teaching requires creativity,
empathy, preparation, and the abil-
itytoengage students actively in the
learning process. One of the most
important aspects of good teaching
iscreatinga positive classroom envi-
ronment. Studentslearnbetterwhen
they feel respected, safe,and encour-
aged to participate. A classroom
where students can ask questions
freely and express theirideas without
fear helps them develop confidence
and curiosity. Research suggests that
a supportive classroom atmosphere
significantly improves student

engagementand learning outcomes.

Another essential element is prop-
er lesson planning. A well-prepared
teacher organizes lessons in a clear
and logical way so that students
understand the purpose of what they
arelearning. When teachers explain
concepts step by stepand relate them
toreal-life examples, students grasp
ideas more easily and retain them for
alonger time.

Modern teaching also emphasizes
interactive learning rather than one-
way lectures.Encouragingdiscussions,
groupwork,and collaborative activities
allows students to participate actively
in their learning. Studies show that
interactive teachingstrategies greatly
increase student engagement and

classroom participation.

Teachers should also focus on
inquiry-based learning, where stu-
dents explore questions, investigate
problems, and develop their own
understanding. Instead of simply
giving answers, teachers guide stu-
dentstothinkcritically and discover
knowledge themselves. Thisapproach
notonly deepens understanding but
alsonurtures curiosity and indepen-
dent thinking.

Another key factor in effective
teaching is constructive feedback.
When teachers provide timely and
meaningful feedback, students
become aware of their strengths and
weaknesses and feel motivated to
improve. Feedback should not only

correct mistakes but also encourage
students to keep learning and grow-
ing. The integration of technology
has also transformed modern class-
rooms. Educational videos, digital
presentations, and online quizzes can
make lessons more engaging and help
teachers explain complex concepts
more effectively. Technology, when
used wisely, can enhance under-
standing and make learning more
enjoyable for students.

Equally important is the relation-
shipbetween teachers and students.
Ateacher whounderstands the emo-
tional and intellectual needs of stu-
dents can inspire them to achieve
their full potential. Compassion,
patience, and encouragement play a

vital role in shaping students’ atti-
tudes toward learning,.

Finally, teachers must remember
that teaching itself is a continuous
learning process. Attending work-
shops, sharingideas with colleagues,
and adopting new teaching methods
help educatorsimprove their profes-
sional skills and remain effective in
achangingeducational environment.

In conclusion, the bestteachersare
those who combine knowledge with
creativity, discipline with kindness,
and instruction with inspiration.
When teachers focus on engaging
students, encouraging curiosity,and
building meaningful relationships,
they not only teach lessons but also
transform lives.
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® RAQIF MAKHDOOMI

Hazrat Ali (ra) holds a very important
and special place when we speak about the
companions of Prophet Muhammad (saw)
.HazratAli(ra)was the Soninlaw of Proph-
et Muhammad (saw) . Hazrat Fatima (ra)
was married to Hazrat Ali (ra). Hazrat
Fatima (ra) the leader of women of Jannah.
Hazrat Hassan (ra) and Hazrat Hussein (ra)
and Hazrat Zainab (ra) the blessed children
of Hazrat Ali (ra) and Hazrat Fatima (ra).

Hazrat Ali (ra) is known for his bravery.
Hazrat Ali (ra) is bestow with attributes
like Conqueror of Khybar, Haider E Qarar,
Al-Murtaza and Asadullah (Lion of Allah)
etc. When Khybar become a problem and
it wasn’t being conquered. Prophet (saw)
said “T'll handover flag to the guy in the
morning and he’ll conquer the Khybar.”
When everyone was waiting to be handed
over the flag. It was handed over to Hazrat
Ali (ra). Prophet Mohammed (saw) said “I
am the City of Knowledge and Ali is the
door”.When one speaks about the bravery
and doesn’t speak about Hazrat Ali (ra) it’s
injustice with bravery itself.

Hazrat Ali (ra) is the cousin of Hazrat
Mohammed (saw). The firstamong children
toacceptIslam.Hazrat Aliwas born on the
13th of Rajab, the seventh month of the
Islamic lunar calendar. His birth date is

commonly placed around 599 AD or 600
CE. The 13th of Rajab is celebrated annu-
ally as his birthday, with dates varying on
the Gregorian calendar each year.

Hazrat Ali(ra) who’s known for his brav-
erywas martyred while he was in prayers.
He was roughly 62 to 63 while he was
martyred. To be very honest , had hazrat
Ali (ra) not been in prayer. It was next to
impossible for Kharijite Ibn Muljim to even
come near to Hazrat Aliwith this intention.
Ibn Muljim struck him on the head with a
poison-coated sword. He was attacked on
19 Ramadan 40 AH (c. 26 January 661 CE)
in the Great Mosque of Kufa and died two
days later on 21 Ramadan 40 AH (c. 28
January 661 CE), aged roughly 62 or 63.

It was during the Fajr prayers while he
was martyred.

Hazrat Ali was known for

1. Unmaiched Knowledge and
Wisdom: Considered aprimary
source of knowledge afier
Prophet Muhammad, Ali is
known for his deep insights into
spiritual and worldly matters.

2. Justice andFairness: Knownas
a symbol of Islamic justice, he
was unwavering in fairness,
often cited for treating all Mus-
lims equally.

3. Courage and Bravery:
Renowned for his role in early
Islamic battles, he is viewed as
the archetype of chivalry.

4. Piety and Asceticism: He was
deeply devoted to God and
disregarded worldly pleasures.

5. Compassion for the Weak: He
demonstrated immense kind-

ness towardsthe poor, orphans,
and disadvantaged.

6. Eloquent Speaker and Writer:
His sermons and letters are con-
sidered masterpieces of Arabic
literature.

7. Unwavering Honesty: He was
known for his absolute honesty

and integrity.

8. Eloquence and Wit: He was

known for his sharp witand pow-
erful, persuasive speech.

9. Siewardship and Leadership:

His leadership was marked by
integrity, fairness, and account-
ability.

Hazrat Ali; The Asadullah

10. Devotiontothe Prophet's Lega-
cy:He was committed o uphold-
ingtheteachings andtraditions
of Prophet Muhammad.

Hazrat Ali (ra) played key roles in the
Caliphate of Hazrat Abubakar (ra), Hazrat
Umar (ra) and Hazrat Uthman (ra). He was
Chief Secretary, Chief Justice and Military
General respectively.

Hazrat Umar Al Farooq said "Had Ali not
been there,  would have been in trouble”.

It's not for anyone to say that Hazrat
Abubakar (ra) , Hazrat Umar (ra) , Hazrat
Uthman (ra) Or Hazrat Ali (ra) were suc-
cessful separately. They were each other's
back. They all helped each other to ensure
their caliphate was a success.

Onceaguy said toHazratAli(ra) "Hazrat
Uthman (ra) had the best law and order.
And look at your". Hazrat Ali (ra) replied "
ThereasonisIwas his military generaland
you are mine"They justice of Hazrat Umar
(ra)is very well known. The chiefjustice of
Hazrat Umar (ra) was Hazrat Ali(ra) . In no
way were these four separate, they were
always together.

Based on historical traditions, Hazrat Ali
(RA)indicated that two groups would face
destruction or hell because of their stance
towards him: those who possess excessive,
exaggerated love for him (extremists) and
those who bear hatred toward him. This is
often interpreted as falling into either
idolatry of his personality or enmity against
him, both diverging from the true path.

"You are to me as Aaron was to Moses,
except that there will be no prophet after
me": This famous Hadith is found in Sahih
Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, highlighting
Ali's close, trustworthy, and deputy-like
relationship with the Prophet.

THE GUARDIANSHIP OF WISDOM:
A Comprehensive Study on the Leadership, Ideology

& Global Role of Imam Sayyid Ali Khamenei

m SYED SAHRAAN HUSSAIN
BUKHARI NAQVI

DEDICATION PAGE

Tothe Pure Household of the Prophet(s.a.w)

Whose light guides every seeker of truth,
Whose courage inspires every heart standing
against oppression.

To Imam al-Mahdi(ajtf), the Awaited Sav-
iour,

For whom every sincere action is a prepa-
ration,

Andwhoserising will complete the dream
of divine justice.

To Imam Sayyid Ali Khamenei

The Guardian of our era,

The voice of dignity in a time of darkness,
The standard-bearer of Hussaini resistance,
And the spiritual father of millions. And to
every martyr of truth

Whose blood waters the tree of freedom.

This work is humbly dedicated.

- By Syed Sahraan Hussain Bukhari Naqvi

Servant of the Ahlul Bayt(a.s)

ABSTRACT

This research paper provides a compre-
hensive examination of the intellectual,

political, and spiritual legacy of Imam
Sayyid AliKhamenei. It explores his early life,

upbringing, scholarly influences, revolu-
tionary activism, ascension to leadership,

philosophy of Wilayat-e-Figh, and his
global role as a symbol of resistance.

The study argues that Imam Sayyid Ali
Khamenei represents a rare fusion of:

* Qur'anic scholarship

* Political statesmanship

« Spiritual discipline

* Poetic sensitivity

* Social reform

* Revolutionary courage

* Visionary leadership

His worldwide challenges Western hege-
mony, revives Islamic identity, and inspires

millions worldwide - particularly youth
seeking clarity, dignity,and spiritual purpose.

1.INTRODUCTION

The modern world faces an unprecedent-
ed crisis of identity, morality, and justice.

Materialism dominates culture, oppression
fuels global systems, and the oppressed
struggle to find authentic leadership.

Amidst these challenges emerges the fig-
ure of Imam Sayyid Ali Khamenei - a leader
whose intellect, humility,and spiritual depth
a distinguish him not only as the Supreme
Leader of Iran but as a moral lighthouse

for the Muslim Ummah.

Why He Matters Today

* He leads the only Islamic government
established upon Qur'anic governance.

* He preserves the vision of Imam Kho-
meini (r.a) with consistency and integrity.

*He offers a model of leadership rooted in
akhlaq, not political opportunism.

* His teachings revive Islamic scholarship
in a modern context.

*Hisvoice empowers the Axis of Resistance
in a world dominated by injustice.

Understanding Imam Khamenei is essen-
tial for understanding the direction of glob-
al

Islamic awakening.

2.EARLY LIFE & SCHOLARLY

FORMATION

2.1 Birth in a House of Light

Born in Mashhad - city of Imam al-
Ridha(a.s) - young Ali grew up surrounded
by spirituality. His home was small, simple,
andfilled with the fragrance of Qur'an, books,

and worship.

Despite poverty, his parents instilled in
him:

* Piety,

* Humility,

* Patience,

«and the value of knowledge over comfort.

2.2 The Educational Journey

At age five, he began Qur'anic recitation.
Inearly teens, he mastered Arabic grammar,

literature, and classical Islamic sciences.
Scholars often described him as a student

with precocious insight.

His studies expanded to:

» Mawlana’s spirituality

+AllamaTabatabai’s philosophical approach

* Deep love for Arabic and Persian poetry

* Historical analysis of Islamic civilisation

2.3 Mentor - Imam Khomeini(r.a)

Meeting Imam Khomeini changed his life.

He once said:

“I learned from Imam Khomeini how a
scholar transforms

into a leader, and how a leader remains a
servant of God.”

The influence was both intellectual and
spiritual.

3.POLITICAL ACTIVISM BEFORE 1979

Imam Khamenei was one of the earliest
pillars of the Islamic movement in Iran.

3.1 Standing Against the Shah

« Distributed banned books and speeches

* Guided youth secretly

* Organised underground study circles

* Connected scholars across cities
*Delivered sermons that shook the throne
3.2 Imprisonment & Torture

He was repeatedly imprisoned by the
SAVAK. Each imprisonment increased his
resolve.

He was beaten, threatened, insulted - but
not once did he compromise. Once, when
pressured to apologise, he said:

“It is more honourable to die with dignity
than to live in submission.”

4.POST-REVOLUTION
CONTRIBUTIONS

After the victory of theIslamic Revolution:

4.1 Architect of Islamic Governance

As President of Iran, he guided the nation
during:

m  War

m Insecurity

m International pressure

® Internal reconstruction

His tenure required:

m Political maturity

m Strategic wisdom

m Patience

m Emotional endurance

4.2 Friday Prayers His sermons
became:

m Universities of political education

m Spiritual gatherings

B mobilising platforms

Millions witnessed his calm power and
persuasive clarity.

5.ROLE AS A SUPREME LEADER

Becoming Rehbar after Imam Khomeini
was an immense responsibility.

5.1 Preserving the Revolution

He protected the revolution from:

m Foreigninvasions

m Economic sabotage

m  Cultural infiltration

m Internal corruption

Hisleadership blends firmness with com-
passion.

5.2 Architect of the “New Islamic
Civilisation” Vision

Imam Khamenei believes in building a
civilisation rooted in:

B Qur'anic justice

m Intellectual resurrection

m Strong youth

m Scientific independence

m Cultural confidence

6.IDEOLOGY & THOUGHT SYSTEM

His ideology rests on four pillars:

6.1 Qur’anic Society Human dignity
is central.

Justice is non-negotiable.
Spirituality is essential for progress.
Unity is a divine obligation.
6.2 Wilayat-e-Figh
Not dictatorship, but moral guardianship.
Not absolute power, but selfless responsi-
bility.
Not a political tool, but Qur'anic duty.
6.3 Resistance (Mugqawamah)
Resistance, in his thought, is not merely
military -itisanintellectual, cultural, social,
and spiritual resistance against oppression.
6.4 Youth-Centric Vision Youth are;
m Builders of the future,
m  Soldiers of Imam Mahdi(ajif),
m Carriers of Qur'anic awakening.
He constantly addresses them directly.
7.SPIRITUAL DIMENSION
Imam Khamenei is deeply spiritual, but
quietly so.
7.1 His Night Routine
It’s known that he wakes before dawn:
m  For contemplation,
m Recitation,

® Duq,
m Tears in munajat.
His Simplicity

Despite holding the highest office:

m He eats simple food

m  Wears simple clothes

m Livesin asmall house

m  Works tirelessly without rest
This is rarely seen in modern leaders.
GLOBAL INFLUENCE

8.1 The Axis of Resistance
Movements guided or inspired by him:
® Hezbollah

®  Ansarullah

® Hashd al-Shaabi

m Palestinian resistance

m Syrian defenders

8.2 Voice of the Oppressed
He consistently speaks for:

m The poor

m African nations

m  Kashmir

m Palestine

m Afghanistan

B Muslim minorities globally

His voice is a shield for those who have
none.

9.CRITICISM AND HIS RESPONSE

Despite massive propaganda against him,
he remains unshaken.

He replies not with anger - but with wis-
dom.

He once said:

“If the enemy praises you, question your
path. If the enemy attacks you remain firm
- it means you are standing exactly where
God wants you to stand.”

10.CONCLUSION

Imam Khamenei stands as one of the most
important Islamic personalities of the 21st
century. His leadership preserves the dig-
nity of Islam, the memory of Karbala,and the
spirit of Imam Khomenei's revolution

He is a reminder that in every era, Allah
placesaguardian to guide humanity towards
justice. This research paper concludes:

m  Heis aleader of intellect.

A scholar of depth.

A spiritual mentor

A revolutionary thinker.

A humble servant of God.

® A mirror of Qur'anic values.

May Allah(swt) protect him, strengthen
him, and allow us to stand beside him in the
army of Imam al-Mahdi(ajtf)

AUTHOR’S NOTE

In the Name of Allah, the Most Compas-
sionate, the Most Merciful. As a humble
servant of the Ahlul bayt(a.s), I present this
research paper not merely as an academic
documentbut as an offering devotion, sincer-
ity,and niyyah. The personality of Rehbar-e-
Moazzam Imam Sayyid Ali Khamenei(may
Allah protect him)cannotbe confined to page
or chapters - he is a living embodiment of
Qur’anic wisdom, Hussaini courage, and the
spiritual discipline of true wilayah. This work
iswritten with both scholarly discipline and
spiritual love. Imam khamenei is not simply
a leader; he is a moral compass for the
oppressed, a guardian of the Islamic move-
ment, and a spiritual mentor whose humil-
itymirrors the teachings of the Ahlul Bayt(a.s).

Through this research, I attempt to shed
light on his intellectual brilliance, his revo-
lutionary steadfastness, and his deep spiri-
tual character.

Itake full responsibility for any insufficien-
cies. The greatness of this personality is
beyond whatany pen canexpress. My inten-
tion is to serve the truth, honour the legacy
of Wilayah, and present the Rehbar not just
as a political figure, but as a divine

trust for this era. May Allah accept this as
a humble contribution.

May He protect and prolong the life of our
Rehbar.May He gather us among the soldiers
if Imam al-Mahdi(ajtf).

- By Syed Sahraan Hussain Bukhari Naqvi

Servant of the Ahlul Bayt(a.s).
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m  DR. SURINDERPAL SINGH

Solar energy is emerging as one of the
most important sources of clean and sus-
tainable power in the modern world. As
globaldemand for energy continues torise
and concerns about climate change inten-
sify, scientists, engineers, and policymak-
ers are increasingly turning toward the
sun as a reliable and renewable source of
energy. The future of solar energy is close-
lylinked with technological advancement,
environmental protection, and the global
transition toward sustainable develop-
ment.

Solar energy refers to the radiant ener-
gyemitted by the sunthatcanbe captured
and converted into usable forms of power
such as electricity and heat. The sun con-
tinuously releases enormous amounts of
energy through nuclear fusion reactions
occurring atits core. Only a small fraction
of this energy reaches the Earth, yet it is
sufficient to meet global energy needs
many times over. Solar energy is typically
harnessed using devices known as solar
panels or photovoltaic (PV) cells, which
convert sunlight directly into electricity
through the photovoltaic effect. Solar
energy canalsobe captured through solar
thermal systems that convert sunlightinto
heat for applications such as water heating,
cooking, and variousindustrial processes.

The growing importance of solar ener-
gy is closely tied to several global chal-
lenges including climate change, energy
security, and environmental pollution.
Unlike fossil fuels such as coal, oil, and
natural gas, solar energy is renewable and
inexhaustible. The sunis expected to con-

tinue shining for billions of years, making
itone ofthe mostreliable long-term sourc-
es of energy available to humanity. Solar
power generation produces minimal air
pollution compared with fossil fuel-based
power plants, helping reduce greenhouse
gas emissions that contribute to global
warming. Additionally, solar energy
enables countries and communities to
reduce dependence on imported fuels,
thereby improving national energy secu-
rity and economic stability. It also offers
an effective solution for rural electrifica-
tion, particularly in remote areas where
conventional electricity infrastructure is
difficult orexpensive to build. Furthermore,
the solar industry contributes signifi-
cantly toeconomic development by creat-
ing employment opportunities in manu-
facturing, installation, maintenance, and
research.

Solar energy offers numerous advan-
tagesthat makeitanattractive alternative
to conventional sources of power. It is a
cleanenergy source that does not produce
harmfulemissions duringelectricity gen-
eration.Becauseitrelies on sunlight, which
isfreelyavailable and naturally replenished,
itrepresents arenewable and sustainable
solution forlong-term energy needs. Once
solar panels are installed, the cost of gen-
erating electricity becomes relatively low
because sunlightitselfis free. Solar systems
canbedeployedinawide range of settings,
from small residential rooftops to large-
scale solar parks and industrial installa-
tions. Households that adopt solar power
can significantly reduce their electricity
bills, while solar panels themselves require
relatively minimal maintenance, usually
limited to periodic cleaning and occa-
sional inspection.

Despite its many benefits, solar energy
also faces certain limitations. One of the
primary challenges is its dependence on
sunlight. Solar panels generate electricity
only when sunlight is available, meaning
energy productiondecreases during cloudy
weather, nighttime, or winter months.

Another challenge is energy storage, as
solar power systems often require batter-
iesorother storage technologies to ensure
a continuous supply of electricity, which
can increase the overall cost. Large-scale
solar farms also require significant land
areas, which may sometimes compete
with agricultural use or natural habitats.
In addition, solar systems involve a sub-
stantial upfront investment for panels,
inverters, installation, and other equip-
ment. Current solar panel technologies
also have efficiency limitations, typically
converting only about 15 to 25 percent of
sunlight into usable electricity.
Although solar energy becomes eco-
nomical in the long term, its initial cost
canberelatively high due to several factors.
Solar panels are manufactured using mate-
rials such as silicon, glass, and specialized
electronic components,and the production
processrequires advanced technology and
energy-intensive manufacturing methods.
Installation also involves infrastructure
such as mounting structures, inverters,
electrical wiring, and sometimes battery
storage systems, all of which add to the
total cost. Batteries used for storing solar
electricity are particularly expensive and

may require replacement after several
yearsof use.Inaddition, ongoing research
and development efforts aimed atimprov-
ing efficiency, durability, and energy stor-
age technologies contribute to the overall
costof solar systems. Nevertheless, due to
technological progress and large-scale
manufacturing, the price of solar power
has been steadily declining around the
world.

Solar energy itself is considered a clean
and environmentally friendly source of
power, but certain stages of its life cycle
may have environmental impacts. The
manufacturing process for solar panels
involves chemical treatments and energy
consumption that may produce indus-
trial waste or emissions if not properly
regulated. The mining of raw materials
such as silicon, silver, and other rare met-
als used in solar panels can also cause
environmental degradation if conducted
irresponsibly. Moreover, solar panels have
alifespan of approximately 20 to 30 years,
after which they may contribute to elec-
tronic waste if disposal and recycling sys-
tems are not properly developed. Large
solar farms may also alter landscapes or
ecosystems if they are not carefully

The Future of Solar Energy

planned. Despite these concerns, the over-
all environmental impact of solar energy
remains significantly lower than that asso-
ciated with fossil fuel-based energy sys-
tems.

The future of solar energy appears
extremely promising as continuous tech-
nological advancements improve effi-
ciency and reduce costs. Scientists are
developing advanced materials such as
perovskite solar cells, which have the
potential to significantly increase the
efficiency of energy conversion. Improve-
mentsinbattery technology and grid-scale
energy storage systems are also expected
to make solar power more reliable and
accessible. Solar energy is increasingly
being integrated with smart grid systems
that can distribute electricity more effi-
ciently and manage fluctuationsinenergy
supply.Inthe comingyears, solar-powered
infrastructure may become more common,
including solar-powered buildings, roads,
vehicles, and portable energy systems.
Many governments around the world are
also encouraging the adoption of solar
energy through subsidies, incentives, and
renewable energy policies aimed at accel-
erating the transition to clean energy.

In conclusion, solar energy represents
one of the most promising solutionsto the
world’s growing energy needs.Itis renew-
able, environmentally friendly, and capa-
ble of providing sustainable electricity for
future generations. Although challenges
such as high initial costs, energy storage
limitations, and certain environmental
impacts remain, ongoing technological
advancements are gradually overcoming
these obstacles. Asresearch continuesand
solar technology becomes more efficient
and affordable, solar energy is expected
to play a central role in shaping a cleaner,
safer,and more sustainable energy future
for humanity.

The author is a Faculty, Science
Department Sri Amritsar Sahib,
Punjab.
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Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

BIG FM tﬂ present “BIG Laughter Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri
Fest” Featuring Rajiv Thakur at
Abhinav Theatre, Jammu

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, MAR 10: 92.7
BIG FM, one of India’s
oldest and most trusted
FM radio networks, with
more than 65 stations
across the country, has
consistently promoted
entertainment, culture
and meaningful engage-
ment with communities
through a variety of
innovative on-ground
and broadcast initiatives
that connect audiences
nationwide.

Continuing this
tradition of bringing
engaging live experiences
to listeners, BIG FM is
organizing “BIG Laughter
Fest”, a special evening
dedicated to comedy and
entertainment for the
people of Jammu. The
much-awaited event will
feature internationally
acclaimed stand-up
comedian and The Kapil
Sharma Show fame Rajiv
Thakur, and will be held
on 13th March, 2026 at
Abhinav Theatre, Jammu,
commencing at 4:00 PM.

The event is supported
by IndianOQil as the Title
Partner and presented by
Jammu & Kashmir
Handicrafts (S&E)
Corporation. It is Co-
Powered by Nice Gems
and Aracot Constructions.
Skoda by Wheelocity
Motors Jammu joins as
the Auto Partner, Mahavir
Watch Co. as the Associ-
ate Partner, Holiday
Makers Tour & Travels
and Earn My Travel as the
Travel Partners, and F
Salon by FTV Gandhi
Nagar as the Fashion
Partner. Axis Bank
supports the event as the
Banking Partner, while
House of AMP joins as the
Talent Partner and State

Times as the Print

Partner.

The evening promises
to be a vibrant celebration
of humour and live
entertainment, bringing
together families, youth
and comedy enthusiasts
for an unforgettable
cultural experience.
Organisers believe that
such events not only
provide quality entertain-
ment but also strengthen
the cultural and social
vibrancy of the city by
creating shared moments
of joy and laughter.
Tickets for the event can
be booked through
BookMyShow by visiting
https://in.bookmyshow.
com/events/big-laugh-
ter-fest-with-rajiv-
thakur-jammu/
ET00485640

Rajiv Thakur, widely
recognised for his
appearances on The Kapil
Sharma Show, is known

timing, spontaneous wit
and clean, relatable
humour. Over the years,
his performances on
national television and
major comedy platforms
have earned him
immense popularity
across the country as well
as among audiences
abroad. With his effort-
less stage presence and
natural ability to connect
with audiences of all age
groups, he has carved a

special niche for himself
in the Indian comedy
circuit.

His live performance in
Jammu is expected to
create an electrifying
atmosphere filled with
laughter, positivity and
high-spirited entertain-
ment. The event will offer
audiences a refreshing
break from everyday
routines while allowing
them to experience the
unique charm and energy
of live stand-up comedy.

“BIG Laughter Fest”
aims to further enrich the
cultural and entertain-
ment landscape of Jammu
by providing a whole-
some live experience for
residents of the city and
surrounding areas. Ata
time when digital
platforms dominate
entertainment consump-
tion, such live events
bring people together and
revive the magic of stage
performances and shared
laughter.

As per the handout
issued, the initiative
reflects BIG FM’s contin-
ued commitment to
bringing quality enter-
tainment to the people
and creating memorable
experiences for listeners
and audiences across the
region.

Public Notice

1t is hereby notified for the information of the general public

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development
Officer Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertainingto
Birth of ABDUL RAZAK SOFI S/O AB AZIZ SOFI R/O.
SHEIKHPORA Tehsil KREERI Distt. Baramulla having verified
the date of Birth as 02/01/1956 and event has been shown
to be occured at HOME for issuance of delay order .In this
connection .

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertainingto Birth
of MOHAMMAD ARHAN MALIK S/O BASHIR AHMAD MALIK
R/O. DOULATPORA  Tehsil KREERI Distt. Baramulla having
verified the date of Birth as 12/03/2014 and event has been
shown to be occured at HOME for issuance of delay order .In
this connection .

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application ADIL AHMAD NAJAR S/O MOHD MAQBOOL
NAJAR R/O RESHIPORA Tehsil KREERI for the issuance of OBC
( Other Backward classes in his/her favor

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of OBC in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicant is currently residing in the village of RESHIPORA  of
Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the NAJAR community having annual
income 125000 // (one lack twenty five Thousand ) the details
of family of the applicant are as fallows

1...MOHD MAQBOL NAJAR FATHER 55 years carpenter

2..HAFEEZA BEGUM Mother 52 vyears H/W

3... ADIL AH NAJAR self 21 years student

4....RAYEES AH NAJAR Brother 20 years //

5...TAHIRA MAQBOOL sister 16 years ///

6...YAWAR AH NAJAR Brother 15 years //

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this
office within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application LIYAQAT ALISOFI S/O MOHD ABDULLAH
SOFI R/O RESHIPORA Tehsil for Issuance of EWS Financially
weakened section in favour of his Son MUNTAZIR ABBASS

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of (Ews ) in favour of MUNTAZIR
ABBASS this connection a report of patwari halga concerned has
been sought which reveals that the applicant is currently residing
in the village of RESHIPORA  of Tehsil KREERI and having annual
income 95000 // the details of family of the applicant are as fallows

1..LIYAQAT ALI SOFI Self 46 years Labour

2... MEHMOODA BAGUM wife 45 years H/W

3..ROUF ALI son 19 vyears student

4..MUNTAZIR ABBASS 17 years student

5...JUNAID ALI son 13 years student

According to report of patwari concerned that applicants family
has not more than 5 acres of Land and does not have greater 1000
residential House... If anyone have any objection to the issuance
of delay of said EWS shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

for his impeccable comic

Public Notice

Hilal Ahmad Gojree S/O Mohammad Ramzan Gojree R/O
Bulgam Tehsil Khoie, District Baramulla.

That the BDO concerned has issued a date birth certificate in
the name of my ward namely Ishan Hilal (date of Birth 07-05-2025).

Inthe BDO KREERI records my wards name has been wrongly
mentioned as Ishan Hilal which is not correct while as my wards
actual name is Mohammad Noraiz, now I am applying for its
correction,

If any bady have any objection contact BDO KREERI WITHIN
A 7DAYS OFTER NO OBJECTION ENTERTANED.

that Mr. IMTIYAZ Ahmad chopan, S/o mohd Ramzan chopan R/o

saloosa, has applied for registration of D-Class Contractor in his

favour in the office of the Superintendent, R&B Division Baramulla.

Ifany person has any objection regarding the above, the same

may be submitted in writing to the undersigned within 7 days from

the date of publication of this notice. After expiry of the stipulated
period, no objection shall be entertained.

Superintendent

R&B Division Baramulla

Date: 5/03/2026

Place: Baramulla

OFFICE OF THE
NAIB TEHSILDAR PULWAMA-II

GENERAL PUBLIC NOTICE

Subject: Application for grant of sale permission in terms of J&K Migrant immovable property (Preservation, Protection and

Restraint on distress Sales) Act 1997.

It is for the information of general public that Satosh Kumar Raina S/o Anand Ram Raina R/o Trichal at present migrant at
Vinayak Nagar Upper Muthi Jammu has applied for grant of permission to alienate their landed property measuring 02 kanals and
241 sqgfts under Survey No. 401min, Khewat No. 1179 khata No. 161 in estate Trichal through attorney holder Jacy Jan D/o Bashir
Ahmad Wani (W/o Ishfag Ahmad Mohand) R/o Trichal Pulwama through special power of Attorney executed on 3rd of February
2026 before the Hon'ble Court of Sub Registrar Jammu North-l in favour of Haseena Akhter D/o Abdul Ahad Wani (W/o Farooz Ahmad
Mohand) R/o Trichal Pulwama under the supervision of J&K migrant immovable property (Preservation, Protection and Restraint
on distress Sales) Act 1997. The case is under process in this office and before proceedings further into the matter, it is notified for
general information that if only person/persons having any objection in the subject matter will submit the objections in writing in

Public Notice

My daughter's name has been wrongly mentioned asHAFSA
WASEEM D/O WASEEM AHMAD WANI in her Date of Birth
certificate issued by SDH kreeri while her correct name is ZOHA
WASEEM D/O WASEEM AHMAD WANI which needs to be corrected
if anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/
her objection in the office of BMO / SDH kreeri within seven days
from the publication of this notice after that no objection will be
entertained.

Name....WASERM AHMAD WANI
F/O...ZOHA WASEEM
R/o...HARNOW KAWACHAK

Public Notice

It is here by notified that my name has been incorrectly
mentioned on my Aadhaar card as AAQIB AHMAD bearing aadhar
no 2299 5424 9108 while my correct name is MOHAMMAD AQIB
KHAN S /O GHULAM MOHAMMAD KHAN which needs to be
corrected if anybody having any objection in this regard he /she
may file his /her objection in the office concerned Aadhaar authority
of India within seven days from the publication of this notice after
that no objection will be entertained.

Name....MOHAMM AD AQIB KHAN
S/0 ... GHULAM MOHAMMAD KHAN

the office of Naib Tehsildar Pulwama-Il personally or through his authorized agent within a period of fifteen (15) days from the

issuance of this notice, failing which no claim will be considered.

No: 484/MN -11/Pul |

DIPK: 11756/25 |

Dt: 07-03-2026

Dated: 10-03-2026

Sd/- Naib Tehsildar Pulwama-II

Laptop Care House

Wholsale Dealer Of New And Pre Used Laptops

-
REPAIRING OF: ALL TYPES OF LAPTOPS & DESKTOP

[ 5@.-‘:

¥ 7006083461

Public Notice

I, Mohammad Magbool Bhat, S/o Mohammad Shaban Bhat,
R/o Kalantra Bala, hereby inform that I have lost my Class 8th
School Certificates. I intend to apply for a duplicate certificate
from Govt. Higher Secondary School Kachwa Mugam.

If anyone has any objections, please submit them to the Office
of The Principal, Govt. Higher Secondary School Kachwa Mugam,
within 7 days from the date of this publication. Objections received
after this period will not be considered.

Mohammad Maqgbool Bhat
S/0 Mohammad Shaban Bhat
R/O Kalantra Bala

S I ALLINDS OFLAPTOPS AND ACCESSORIES

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed

Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development

Officer Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertainingto
Birth of BILAL AHMAD PARRAY S/O MOHAMMAD ASRAF
PARRAY R/O. HAIL Tehsil KREERI Distt. Baramulla having
verified the date of Birth as 07/01/1993 and event has been
shown to be occured at HOME for issuance of delay order
.In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order

of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

ENIT NO. 100 OF R&B /CHADOORA/ 6906-15 of 2025-26 |

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In double cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved
and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/ Central Governments for the following works:-

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

(R&B) DIVISION CHADOORA

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

DATED: 09/03/2026

S.No | Nome of Work Adv. Cost T.D Cost E/M (In | Time Class
(Rs. In Lacs) | (In Rupees} | Rupees}
1 Construction of crate protection at spots near Bailey Bridge Chadoora. | 9.50 600.00 19000 13 Days | C/D

M.H of Account: UT Capex Budget DMRRR 2025-26
Project Authority: DDC BUDGAM
Position of AAA: Accorded, Position of TS: Sanctioned, Position of Funds — Committed

1. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities
(B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.

jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

1 | Date of Issue of Tender Notice 09/03/2026

2 | Period of downloading of bidding documents | 09/03/2026

3 | Bid submission Start Date 09/03/2026

4 | Bid Submission End Date 16/03/2026 upto 04.00 PM.

5 | Date & time of opening of Technical Bids 16/03/2026 at 4.05 PMin the office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan (deposited in MH: 0059) in favour of
Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora (tender inviting authority) and Earnest money / Bid security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG

pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora (tender receiving authority).

NOTE: The Date of Treasury Challan and Earnest Money / Bid security must be between the date of start of bid and Bid

Submission End date. Any deviation shall render the bidder as Non-responsive.

2.1. The 1st lowest bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/
FDR/BG in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora within 07 (Seven) days after the date of receipt of letter of acceptance

and shall be released after successful completion of DLP. The Bank Guarantee should be valid till DLP period.

3. At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form
of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e., Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora. Besides that, the
successful bidder will have to provide Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG @ 5% at the time of contract award,
strictly in accordance with the Government's circular instructions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be
released to the successful bidder only after the submission of a Performance Security of 5% of the total cost, which will be released
after successful completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period. In case of failure to produce Performance Security shall render the L1

as non responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor for a period of 01 Year be forwarded to Higher Authorities.
4. All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25 (Double agreement Form).

No: 6906-15 |

DIPK: 11757/25 |

Dated: 09-03-2026

Dated: 10-03-2026

Sd/- Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora
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CMK



® CM K
2 AHEADLINES

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

Srinagar, Wednesday
11-March-2026

HT - NEWS

r@ @headlinestodaydaily “ @headlinestoday

@
B @headlinestodaynews ‘ 1 0

DC Anantnag reviews Telecom

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

Javid Dar meets public delegations in Jammu, assures

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, MARCH 10: Minister
for Agriculture Production, Rural
Development and Panchayati Raj,
Javid Ahmad Dar, today met several
public delegations at the Civil
Secretariat here and listened to their
issues and demands concerning
development and community
welfare.

During the interaction, a
delegation led by former Sarpanch
Naresh Kumar Bittu apprised the
Minister of various pressing concerns
related to development works in
theborderareas of Suchetgarh, Arnia
and R.S. Pura. The delegation
highlighted the urgent need for

improvement ofroad infrastructure,
augmentation of animal husbandry

V—

priority redress of Border area issues

facilities,  Agriculture

i

strengthening of other essential

. public services in these areas.

{d The members of the delegation
f also stressed that border villages
require focused attention in terms
of infrastructure development and
betteraccesstogovernmentservices,
given their strategic importance
and unique challenges.

The Minister gave a patient
hearing to the issues raised by the
delegation and appreciated their
proactive role in highlighting the
concerns of the local population.
He assured them that all genuine
demands would be examined and
addressed in a phased and time-
bound manner, with priority being
accorded to issues affecting basic
infrastructure and livelihood.

and

Celebrations under
International Women’s Day = HT NEWS NETWORK
continue at Pulwama RAMBAN, MARCH 10: The final match

B HT NEWS NETWORK

of the 87th CRPF Anniversary Volleyball
Tournament, organized under the aegis of
the Jammu Sector CRPF, was held with great

PULWAMA, MARCH 10: Department of Social
Welfare Pulwama today celebrated International
Women's Day at Town Hall Pulwama under the theme
“Give to Gain”.The programme witnessed participation
fromvarious departments, stakeholdersand community
members.The event was attended by the District
Programme Officer,ICDS as Chief Guest and the District

FOR EMPOWERMENT OF,
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Social Welfare Officer, Pulwama as Guest of Honour.

Ontheoccasion, speakers highlighted the invaluable
contributions of women in the overall development
of society and emphasised the need to ensure equal
opportunities, dignity and empowerment for women
acrossall sectors. They alsoemphasized the significance
of the global theme which calls for strengthening
women'’s rights, ensuring justice and promoting
meaningful action for the welfare and empowerment
ofallwomenand girls.During the programme, frontline
workers from different departmentsincluding Health,
Mission Poshan and Social Welfare were felicitated
inrecognition of their dedicated services and significant
rolein strengthening community welfare initiatives.

In addition, several women achievers who have
successfully established their livelihood units under
various government initiatives such as Mission YUVA
and PradhanMantri MUDRA Yojana were also felicitated

enthusiasm and sportsmanship at Tac HQ
84 Bn CRPF Chanderkote, Ramban (J&K)
today.The closing function was graced by
First Lady N. Gayabati Devi, as the chief
guestin the presence of Commandant 84th
Bn CRPF N. Ranbir Singh, Second-in-
Command  Vikram Singh, Assistant
Commandant Roop Ram Meena, Deepak
Shukla, Vikas Kumar, Shree Ram Meena,
families and personnel of 84 Bn CRPF, players
and local youth.

The final match witnessed a thrilling
contest between HMB Parnote and
Chanderkote Defenders, drawing a large
gathering of sports lovers and youth from

87th CRPF Anniversary Volleyball Tournament
2026 concludes at Chanderkote

thearea.Inanexciting match, HMB Parnote
emerged as the champion, defeating
Chanderkote Defenders with a score of
25-16, 23-25,25-17 and 26-24.

Speaking on the occasion, Commandant
N. Ranbir Singh highlighted the glorious
history of the Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) and its significant contribution to
nation building. He said that the CRPF was
presented withits colours by the then Home
Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on March
19, 1950 and the force is now celebrating
its 87th Anniversary.He informed that the
volleyball tournament was organized as
part of the anniversary celebrations to
promote sports in the region and provide
aplatform foryouth to showcase their talent
and skills.He also appealed to the youth to
actively participate in sports for physical
and mental fitness, discipline, team spirit
and a healthy lifestyle.

Infrastructure, Connectivity Issues

B HT NEWS NETWORK ’ :

ANANTNAG, MARCH 10: To deliberate
on various issues related to
telecommunication infrastructure and
connectivity across the district Anantnag,
ameetingofthe District Telecom Committee
was today held under the chairmanship
of the Deputy Commissioner, Dr. Bilal
Mohiud Din Bhat at the DC Office.

Amongothers,the meeting was attended
by ADC, SEs PWD (R&B) and PDD (KPDCL)
Bijbehara, ACR, ACD, CMO, Exens PDD,
Wildlife Warden SKD, DFOs, DO PCC,
Divisional Engineer BSNL, DIO NIC and
representatives of telecom service providers
including Jio and Airtel.

During the meeting it was informed
that land for 39 BSNL sites across various
tehsils of the district had been allotted
earlier. Mutation extracts for 10 sites have
already been received and forwarded to
BSNL.Remaining Tehsildars were directed
to submit mutation extracts.

Regarding Uranhall and Batengoo sites,
where local objections were raised, the
Tehsildar Anantnaginformed that alternate
adjacent land has been identified.

A proposal for 20 additional sites of
strategic importance was reviewed. Land
has been identified for 8 sites and reports
forwarded to BSNL.Ten sites fall within
forest areas, and the DFOs were directed
to process proposals on the PARIVESH Portal
ensuring essential connectivity such as
road access and power supply.

BSNL representatives informed that it
has identified 166 shadow areas in the
districtlacking mobile connectivity under
the 4G Saturation Project.

The Committee directed officials to
complete all codal formalities in advance,
pending formal technical sanction.

The meeting informed that four
applications for BharatNet Project - ROW
Permissions received through the Central
ROW Portal have been approved.

il e

Regarding connectivity issue at Aru,
Pahalgam (Jio Tower Proposal), the Wildlife
Department and Jio representatives were
directed to conduct a joint site visit and
submit a fresh proposal for further
consideration. On proposal forinstallation
of an Airtel tower at Laddi on Kahcharie
land, 10 Marlas of vacant land adjacent to
the Bijbehara-Pahalgam Road have been
identified. The Wildlife Warden wasdirected
to examine the site and submit a report at
an early date.

Taking stock of power supply to BSNL
sites, the chairdirected the SEPDD toexpedite
the work on power supply to these sites at
Arwani, Uranhall and Mandhana.

Further, the chair directed ajoint survey
by Forest, Revenue and Indus Towers officials
for further action on proposal of 10 Airtel
towers on SANJY route from Betab Valley
to the Holy Cave.

At conclusion, the DC emphasized the
importance of expediting telecom
infrastructure projects to improve mobile
connectivity, especially in remote and
strategic areas of the district. All concerned
departmentswere directed toadhere strictly
to the timelines fixed during the meeting
so that the objectives are realised.

JKTPO showcases J&K’s Agro, Food excellence at 40th edition of AAHAR 2026

B HT NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI, MARCH 10: The
Jammu and Kashmir Trade
Promotion Organisation (JKTPO),
under the aegis of the Industries
and Commerce Department,
government of Jammuand Kashmir,
isshowcasing theregion’s richagro
and food processing potential at
the 40th edition of AAHAR 2026.

Pertinently, AAHAR is Asia’s
largest Food & Beverage and
Hospitality exhibition, being held
from 10to 14 March, 2026 at Bharat
Mandapam, New Delhi under the
Raising and Accelerating MSME
Programme (RAMP)

The event is being organised
by the India Trade Promotion
Organisation (ITPO)inassociation
withthe Ministry of Food Processing
Industries.Itisbeing attended by
the leading food and beverage

companies, hospitality industry
stakeholders, exporters, buyers,
policymakers and trade
professionals fromacross the globe.

The exhibition aims to further
consolidate India’s position as a
trusted and competitive partner
in global food supply chains by
providing valuable platform for
the entrepreneurs from Jammu &
Kashmir to gain market exposure,
engage withindustry stakeholders
and explore new business
opportunities. The region’s
distinctive products and culinary
traditions received encouraging
response from the visitors and
buyers, further contributing to
the success of AAHAR 2026 as a
key platform for showcasing India’s
vibrant food and beverage sector
globally.

The exhibition is expected to
feature over 1,800 exhibitors and

155international participants from
17 countries, alongside thousands
of verified global buyers and several
high-level international trade
delegations.
Themegaeventwasinaugurated
by the Union Commerce & Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal. It reflects

the Government’s strong
commitment towards
strengthening India’s food

processing ecosystem, enhancing
export competitiveness and
expanding global market access
for Indian food products.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Pavilion, located at HallNo. 1, First
Floor IF-23, provides a vibrant
platform for MSMEs, FPOs and
women entrepreneurs to showcase
their premium offerings. The
Pavilion highlights Jammu and
Kashmir’s  world-renowned
GeographicalIndication(GI)-tagged

products such as Saffron, Garlic,
Rajmah, BasmatiRice, Sulai(Acacia)
and multifloral honey, Millets,
alongwith organic honey, essential
oils, herbs, grounded spices, pulses,
dry fruits, dehydrated fruits and
vegetables.

The Jammu & Kashmir Pavilion
will serve as a focused platform
fortheexportersand entrepreneurs
from the UT to showcase their
high-quality products, explore
new trade partnerships and
enhance the visibility of J&K’s agri-
based value chainsin national and
international markets.

Participation in AAHAR 2026
is expected to generate valuable
B2B interactions, business leads
and potential trade partnerships
forthe entrepreneurs fromJammu
and Kashmir, further strengthening
theregion’s presenceinthe evolving
global food market.

Speaking on the occasion,
Managing Director, JKTPO, stated
that the participation at AAHAR
2026  demonstrates  the
organisation’s continued
commitment towards promoting
MSMEs, food processors and agri-
entrepreneurs from Jammu and
Kashmir by connecting them with
major trade platforms. He
emphasized that such initiatives
play a crucial role in enhancing
market access, product visibility
and export potential of the region’s
unique agri and food products.
The participation of JKTPO at
AAHAR 2026 reaffirms Jammu &
Kashmir’s position as an emerging
hub for premium agri, horticulture
and value-added food products,
while contributing to the broader
visionof strengthening India’s food
processing and agri-export
ecosystem.

DLRC-DCC meeting reviews performance of banks in Samba District

B HT NEWS NETWORK

Development Commissioner Ayushi

to avail the benefits of these schemes

DSWO Srinagar conducts Intergenerational

Bonding Programmes in Educational
Institutions under AVYAY

for their entrepreneurial efforts and contribution
towards economic empowerment.

The programme also highlighted the role of various
women-centric initiatives in the district, including
the Sankalp: Hub for Empowerment of Women and
the Sakhi One Stop Centre Pulwama, which are
providing integrated support services, counselling,
legal aid and protection to women in distress while
promoting awareness about women-centric schemes
and rights. Officers and officials from various line
departments, besides ASHA workers, Anganwadi
workers and other frontline functionaries, were also

Sudan and convened by Lead District
Manager (LDM) Samba Subash
Chander.

The DDCtook an extensive review
of Government-sponsored schemes
with special focus on PMEGP, JKREGP,
KCC, HADP, PMAY, NRLM and NULM.
Sheimpressed uponthebankstoachieve
100% digitization of bank accounts.
She advised all sponsoring agencies
and banks to spread awareness among
the people about various self-

for generating self-employment
opportunities in the district. She also
directed the banksto clear the pending
cases sponsored by different
Government departments/agencies
at the earliest and to give a boost to
lending, particularly under Agriculture
and Allied Activities, MSME, Housing
and Education sectors, to achieve a
healthy CD ratio.

She further directed the banks to
cover all eligible persons under social

SAMBA, MARCH 10: A meeting of
the District Level Review Committee/
District Consultative Committee (DLRC/
DCC) for the quarter ended December
2025 was held today at DC Office Samba
to review the performance of banks
in deposits, advances, CD ratio and
achievement under the Annual Credit
Plan for FY 2025-26.

The meeting also reviewed the
progress under the Government-

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, MARCH 10: District Social Welfare
Office(DSWO)Srinagarin collaboration with education
department organized a series of Intergenerational
Bonding Programmes across various educational
institutions in the district under the ages of the Atal
Vayo Abhyuday Yojana (AVYAY).

present on the occasion.

and was

sponsored and social security schemes

chaired by District

employment schemes launched by
the Government and motivate them

security schemes viz. PMSBY, PM]JBY
and APY.

DDC Doda convenes

B HT NEWS NETWORK

DODA, MARCH 10: District
Development Commissioner
DodaKrishan Lal today convened
a public grievances redressal
camp at Gandoh (Sub-Divisional
Headquarters), facilitating a
directinteraction of local people
withthedistrictadministration
to highlight their grievances,
demands and developmental
concerns.

The public representatives
including BDC members, former
Sarpanches, NGOs and residents
projected several demands
seeking road connectivity to
the TRC building, maintenance
and blacktopping of roads,
connectivity to Dadkai and
Dhadkaivillages, improvement

®© 00 ©

of roads in Chilly Pingal area,
adequate power supply,
completion of pendingJal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) works, payment
of pending dues to contractors
and initiation of work on the
proposed hospital at Sinoo.
Issues regarding shortage of
staffat PHC Sinoo and PHC Chilly
Pingal ambulance services,
besides demands seeking fire and
emergency services,establishment
of a police post, playground
facilities, parking and toilet
facilities in the main market,
ration card corrections, centre
for date of birth corrections and
compensation fordamaged houses
were also highlighted. The public
also demanded relief for flood-
affected families, pension
enhancement under Social

Welfare schemes, establishment
of fruit mandi, effective
implementation of agriculture
and Datti Aabha initiatives and
transparency in MGNREGA
through face identification
attendance.

The Deputy Commissioner
assured the public thatallissues
raised would be examined in
detail and taken up with the
concerned departments and
higher authorities for early
resolution.

He directed the PWD (R&B)

department to look into road
maintenance and landslide issues
andinstructed the ChiefEducation
Officer to ensure availability of
teaching staffin schoolsincluding
Middle School Silent Village
Dhadkai. The Social Welfare
Department was asked to ensure
pension benefits to all eligible
beneficiaries.

The DDC also assured
improvement in power supply,
redressal of land compensation
issues, renewal of labour and job
cards under MGNREGA and
resolution of PMAY and other
matters. He directed the SDM to
examine the complaint about the
wine shop, while also assuring
provision of a small fire tender
vehicle for the area.

The DC also participated in

public grievances redressal camp at Gandoh

n P

aplantationdrive organised by
the Forest Department under
the supervision of Range Officer
Adil Shan to promote
environmental awareness and
highlight the Beti Bachao Beti
Padhaoinitiative. Saplings were
distributed among students.
The ICDS Department provided
baby Kkits to beneficiaries and
the Social Welfare Department
distributed school bags among
students.

The programme was attended
by PO ICDS Akhtar Hussain Qazi;
ACD Din Mohammad Afaqi; CPO
Manesh Kumar Manhas; SDM
Arun Kumar Badyal; SE R&B,
ACP Musharraf Hafalong with
several district officers, officials,
public representatives and
members of civil society.

Theinitiative aimed to strengthen the bond between
the younger generation and senior citizens while
fostering respect, empathy,and understanding towards
the elderly.

The programmes were conducted in 15 educational
institutions, where students actively interacted with
senior citizens through engaging sessions, cultural
activities, storytelling, and experience-sharing
interactions. The initiative provided a meaningful
platform for young students to learn from the wisdom
and life experiences of elders, while also ensuring
thatsenior citizens felt valued, respected, and socially
connected.

Officials from the District Social Welfare Office
Srinagar highlighted that such intergenerational
interactions playacrucialrole in bridging the generation
gap, promoting social harmony, and reinforcing the
importance of care and dignity for senior citizens.
Students were encouraged torecognize the invaluable
role of elders in shaping society and to uphold the
values of compassion, gratitude, and respect.

The programme also created awareness about
the welfare schemes and legal protections available
for senior citizens, including the Maintenance
and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act,
2007, emphasizing the responsibility of families
and communities towards the well-being of the
elderly.
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India is poised to hecome a major Popcorn
producer in the next decade

®  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

VIJAYAWADA (ANDHRA
PRADESH), MAR 10: India has
the potential to emerge as one of
the leading popcorn producersin
the world over the next decade as
cultivation expands and domestic
demand rises, according to SB P
Pattabhi Rama Rao, Managing
Director, 'Gourmet Popcornica'.

Chennai-based 'Gourmet
Popcornica' Private Limited, India’s
largest popcorn company, operates
ahighly automated popcorn maize
processing facility at Musunuru
inAndhraPradesh where advanced
sorting and quality control
technologies ensure premium-
grade kernels for cinemasand retail
markets across the country.

Foundedin 2014, the company
currently supplies premium
popcorn to more than 2,200
cinemas and retail outlets across
India,

Addressing the media during
therecent press tour atits facility,
Musunuru, about 70 km from here,
Pattabhi said popcorn making in
India has witnessed rapid growth
over the past fewyears, even though
maize itself was not originally
native to the country.

He said maize has grown to
become the third largest cereal
cropinIndiaafter paddy and wheat
over the pastsix to seven decades.
Asimilar growth trajectoryis now
seen in popcorn production.

According to him, the company
has significantly expanded its
cultivation footprint, increasing

Popcorn

Business in

India

from 840 acres to nearly 36,000
acres in last eight years, making
it one of the fastest-growing
popcornoperations globally, while
the total popcorn "cultivation”
areainIndiaisestimated ataround
1.3 lakh acres.

The company currently works
with about 17,500 farmers across
nine states and continues to test
cultivation in different climatic
zones to expand further.

“Our objective is not to
concentrate cultivationinasingle
location but to spread it across
various states by studying climate
conditions and agricultural
practices,” he said.

Currently, the company holds
around 40 per cent share of the
domestic popcorn kernel market
against the total market size of Rs

1,000 crore. Itaims toincrease its
share to about 60-65 per cent over
the next two years, he said.

He added that the company
has invested nearly Rs 100 crore
over the past four years in
processing plants and expansion,
including drying and storage
facilitiesinvarious states, including
Chhattisgarh.

Highlighting the company'’s
farmer-centric approach, he said
payments to farmers are made
within 15 days of procurement,
unlike the longer payment cycles
oftenseeninthe agriculture sector.

Currently, importing popcorn
from the US, he said, efforts are
underway to develop hybrid
popcornseeds suitable for tropical
conditions in India, which would
eventually reduce dependence on

imported seeds and further
strengthen domestic production.

Currently focused on the
domestic market, he said exports
may be exploredin the future once
Indiabecomes fully self-sufficient
in popcorn production.

He added that supportive
government policies, including
measures to prevent undercutting
through imports, would further
help strengthen the domestic
popcorn industry.

He called for policy measures
suchasintroduction ofaMinimum
ImportPrice to protect the domestic
market and farmer livelihoods.

The company sources popcorn
maize fromabout 17,500 farmers
across nine states and operates
oneofthe country’smostautomated
popcorn processing facilities at

Musunuru in Andhra Pradesh.

The company began operations
through a strategic partnership
with Preferred Popcorn of the
United States, combining
international farming expertise
and high-quality kernels withlocal
cultivationand processing, he said.

The collaboration enabled the
delivery of premium popcorn
products to Indian cinemas and
retail markets while gradually
building self-sustaining domestic
operations, he said..

More than 800 field personnel
work closely with farmers
throughout the cultivation cycle—
from identifying suitable land to
supplying seeds and other inputs
and monitoring crops using
advanced farming practices. Under
the model, farmers invest mainly
inland lease and labour, while the
company provides seedsand farm
inputs on credit, he informed..

The company also plans to
introduce corn cob harvesters
this year as part of its
mechanisation drive. It aims to
mechanise harvesting on at least
10 per cent of the 36,000 acres
under cultivation by 2026. The
use of seed planters, corn cob
harvesters and drone-based
spraying has already improved
yields and boosted farmers’
incomes, Pattabhi added.

The company’s revenue is
projected toreachRs450 crorein
FY 2025-26, indicating a 30 per
centgrowth,andisfurtherexpected
to grow to Rs 560 crore in FY
2026-27.UNI

AP: Saint-Gobain Gyproc commissions
India’s First Near-Net-Zero Gypsum
Ceiling Tiles Plant in Visakhapatnam

Uber partners AbhiBus to launch Intercity
Bus Ticket Booking on its App

m UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

VISAKHAPATNAM (ANDHRA PRADESH), MAR
10: Saint-Gobain India Pvt. Ltd. - Gyproc business,
on Monday said it has recently commissioned India’s
firstnear-net-zero gypsum ceiling tiles manufacturing
plant in Visakhapatnam in , strengthening its
manufacturing footprint and focus on sustainable
construction solutions.The facility has an annual
production capacity of five million square metres
and will manufacture Gyprex PVClaminated gypsum
ceiling tiles for commercial and institutional
applications, the company said in a release here.

|

The plant supports the Make in India initiative
while enabling it to meet the growing demand for
high-performance ceiling solutions in the country.

Sudeep Kolte, Managing Director of Saint-Gobain
GyprocIndia, said "This investment strengthens our
manufacturing footprint in India and enables us to
scale low-carbon ceiling solutions closer to key
markets.”He said the Visakhapatnam facility reflects
the company’s long-term strategy of integrating
sustainable manufacturing with operational excellence
to meet the needs of commercial and institutional
segments while building future-ready manufacturing
capabilities.The plant is equipped with advanced
systems, includinga modern dust collection mechanism,
and follows global manufacturing standards. Products
manufactured at the facility comply with BS EN 520
and BSEN 14190 standards, ensuring durability and
performance.The near-net-zero plantis aligned with
the company’s global sustainability roadmap of
achieving net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

HYDERABAD, MAR 10: Uber has
partnered with AbhiBus, the bus
ticketingarmofixigo, toenable intercity
bus ticket bookings directly within
the Uber app, expanding its mobility
services in India.

Under the partnership, Uber users
across the country can now book
intercity bus tickets through the app
by accessing AbhiBus’s inventory and
booking technology.The integration
provides access to more than six lakh
routes operated by over 6,200 bus
operators nationwide, AbhiBus , a
leading online bus-ticketing platform,
said in a release here on Monday.To
booktickets, users can navigate to the
Home or Services section on the Uber
app and select the “Intercity” option.

After entering travel details such

asorigin, destination and travel date,
they can browse available services,
select preferred seats and complete
the booking within the app using
integrated payment options.
Powered by AbhiBus’s end-to-end
booking technology and operator
integrations, users can compare bus
options,checkreal-time seat availability
and filter by bus types including AC,
Sleeper, Seater, Volvo and Scania.
The platform also offers features
such as 360-degree bus images on
select routes, live bus tracking, and
access to 24x7 customer support.
Users can also opt for the “Abhi
Assured” service, which provides
defined compensation benefitsin case
of service disruptions.
Rohit Sharma, COO, AbhiBus, said
“This partnership withUber represents
a significant milestone for intercity

travelinIndia. By integrating AbhiBus’s
deep operator network and booking
technology into the Uber app, we are
bringing over six lakh routes directly
tomillions of users, making bus travel
discovery as seamless as booking a
cab.”Praveen Neppalli Naga, Chief
Technology Officer, Uber, said the
integration aligns with Uber’s vision
of making mobility seamless.
“Integrating AbhiBus’s extensive bus
network directly into our platform is
a natural extension of that vision.
Together we are unlocking a new
dimension of mobility for millions of
Indians.”

With this partnership, AbhiBus
further strengthens its footprint in
powering intercity bus travel across
diverse platforms, making seamless
and reliable bus booking more accessible
to millions of travellers.UNI

Tata Power Invests Initial
Rs 50 Crore In Bhutan
Hydel Project

m UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

MUMBAI, MARCH 10: Power major Tata Power
informed the stock exchanges today that it has
successfully completed the first tranche of its
strategic investment in Dorjilung Hydro Power
Limited (DHPL), whichis a Special Purpose Vehicle
company developing a 1125 MW hydro project in
Bhutan, at an estimated total project cost of
approximately Rs 13,100 crore.

The company invested an initial Rs 50 crore, to
acquire 50 lakh equity shares, which represents 40
per cent of DHPL's issued capital. The total planned
investment for the full acquisition of the project is
approximately Rs 1,572 crore.

The remaining tranches of the investment will
be completed over the next six years, according to

the statement.

NoIndian governmental or regulatory approvals
were required for this phase of the acquisition.

It may berecalled that Tata Power had previously
announced its intention to acquire a40 per cent stake
inthe 1125 MW Dorjilung Hydro Power Project's SPV
for about Rs 1,572 crore.

This initiative is a Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) between DGPC of Bhutan (60 pc stake) and
Tata Power (40 pc stake). The project, located on
the Kurichhu River, is designed to generate over
4,500 GWh annually and is slated for commissioning
by September 2031.

The World Bank Group has provided significant
financing, approving a USD 815-million package to
supportthe project's development and mobilise private
investment.

Tata Power's acquisition of the stake in DHPL is
strategic. Tata Power's goal is to accelerate its clean
and green energy transition. Although the acquisition
itself does not constitute a related party transaction
initially, DHPL will become an associate company of
Tata Power after the acquisition process is completed,
thus classifying it as a related party subsequently,
according to the statement.

The investment solidifies Tata Power's commitment
to expanding its clean and green energy portfolio. It
strengthens its strategic presence in the Himalayan
renewable energy corridor and underscores its role
in cross-border clean energy cooperation between
India and Bhutan.

The projectis crucial for Bhutan's energy security
and developmental priorities, with 80 per cent of the
power to be supplied to India, reinforcing regional
energy stability, according to the statement.UNI

T ——

Oil surges past $100 on Iran succession shock, India braces for economic ripples

m  JAYANTA ROY CHOWDHURY

NEW DELHI, MAR 10: With oil markets
surging past the psychological USD 100
mark Monday, on news that Iran has
chosen Mojtaba Khamenei to succeed
his slain father as the West Asian nation’s
Supreme Leader, a sure sign that the
war between Teheran and Washington
will last longer than bargained for,
financial markets are bracing for more
disruptions.

Brent oil futures traded at USD 103
for deliveries in May as of morning
American East Coast time. India’s own
benchmark, the Indian basket of crude,
aweighted average of Oman, Dubai and
Brent grades, stood at roughly USD 93.41
per barrel on March 5 and will likely
come nearer the USD 100 mark soon if
the war continues.

“India’s dependence onimported energy
leavesit particularly exposed to instability

in the Gulf. The country consumes roughly
2.5to0 2.7 million barrels of crude oil per
day from overseas suppliers, most of it
transported through the Strait of Hormuz,”
explained an Indian Oil official, after his
company'’s stock fell 7.48 per cent on
Monday.

The disruptions in the Gulf chokepoint
atthe Straits of Hormuz, which have already
raised war-risk insurance for tankers and
delayed shipping, has meant import and
export costs have gone up sharply, said
exporters.

“Strategic petroleum reserves provide
some short-term protection, but prolonged
instability could strain India’s energy system.
To supply refined products at reasonable
rates in the domestic market and keep
inflationary pressures at bay, we may have
to curb exports,” said Prof Biswajit Dhar,
former WTO Chair at the Indian Institute
of Foreign Trade.

The impactofglobal crude pricerise on

inflationis notestimated to be substantial
at this point as India's inflation is near the
lower bound, the Lok Sabha was informed
on Monday, by union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.

Inthe worst-case scenario, a full blockade
of the Strait, analysts fear global crude prices
could surge to around USD 130 a barrel.
“Liquefied petroleum gas shipments and
refinery supply chains could face delays,
potentially affecting downstream sectors
ranging from fertilizers to electricity
generation,” pointed out Dhar.

Every USD 10 increase in crude prices
adds roughly USD 13 billion to USD14 billion
toIndia’s annual import bill, widening the
country’s currentaccount deficitand putting
pressure on the rupee. Currency weakness
can, in turn, amplify inflation by making
imports more expensive.

The Sensex which tanked by 2,930 points
over thelast five days faces abearish short-
term outlook with significant volatility.

“Key support levels have been breached
duetorising geopolitical tensions and crude
price expectations,” said market analysts,
pointing out that Rupee breached the Rs
92 to the dollar mark on Monday again on
selling by foreign investors.

“Iranis also one of the largest buyers of
Basmati rice, accounting for about 25 per
cent of India’s exports of the grain, worth
roughly USD 1.2 billionlastyear ... that has
gone for a toss as has our tea exports to
Iranand its neighbouring countries,” pointed
out Dhar.

The economic shock which the war may
yetdeliver, is notlimited toIndia. According
to analysts at Fitch Ratings, emerging
economies with large energy import bills
are particularly vulnerable to prolonged
disruptions in the Gulf. Among major
economies, net fossil-fuel imports exceed
3 per cent of GDPin countries such as India,
Pakistan, Thailand, Egypt and Chile, the
rating giant said.UNI

AsITPO’s AAHAR Expo set to begin on Tuesday, uncertainty writ large on Int’l buyers from Gulf Countries

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

155 exhibitors from 17 countries

are all

confirmed

their

NEW DELHI, MAR 10: One
ofthe premier annual exhibitions
organised by India Trade
Promotion Organisation (ITPO)
dedicated to the processed food
and hospitalityindustries, AAHAR
2026 is set to begin at Bharat
MandapaminDelhifrom Tuesday.

The five-day expo spread
across 115,000sqm area will have
over 1800 participantsincluding

®© 00 ©

of the world. union Commerce
&Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
will be the chief guest at the
inaugural functioninthe presence
of union Food Processing
Industries Minister Chirag
Paswan.

Announcing the expo Jawed
Ashraf, chairman, ITPO said that
whileallinternational exhibitors
who have taken space at the
annual exposition have confirmed

their participation, despite the
geopolitical uncertainties and
the war scenario in West Asia,
he agreed that there could be
some challenges forinternational
business visitors from Gulf
countries to keep date with the
international expo this time
around because of flight
cancellations and curtailments.

However, he said that the
organisers haven’'t received any
cancellation requests of

registrations so far.

TheITPO Chairmanaid that
they will be able to assess the
situation in the first couple of
daysofthe expo.Roughly, 10-15
per cent of the international
business visitors (buyers) are
from the Gulfregion for AAHAR
and therefore asignificant chunk,
he said.From processed food
export mart perspective also,
out of the total processed food
exportofindia, thatis estimated

tobe USD49 billion, Gulf counties
account fornearly USD 12 billion.

As far as the international
exhibitors are concerned, Ashraf
said thattheyare primarily from
the EU, Cananda, the UK, Brazil
and Thailand, and they are all
coming and showcasing at the
expo.He particularly mentioned
the participation of the
internationaljury for the culinary
show and competition that is a
big attraction of the annualexpo,

participation.

Ashraf said that processed
food and hospitality are two
important sectors of the Indian
economydirectly connected with
livelihood of farmers to the small
and medium scale industries.
As India is diversifying its
international market partnerships
through trade agreements, he
said that food processing sector
of India holds a lot of promise.

In value terms, USD 354 billion
food processing sector of India
accounts for9 per cent of India’s
manufacturing global value
addition and 13 per cent of
organised sector employment.

The food processing sector
of India has been growing at a
CAGR of 7.5 per cent for the last
decadeandisexpected todouble
invalue terms from the current
USD 354 billion to USD 700 billion
by 2030, Ashraf said . UNI
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Suryakumar: LA28
Olympic gold the
next goal

E UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

AHMADABAD: After leading India to
their third T20 World Cup title, Suryaku-
mar Yadav has set his sights on winning
the Olympic Games gold medal in 2028.

"Obviously it has been a wonderful
journey in the last one month. Though it
didn't start the way we wanted it to start
butthenit's partofthe sport,” Suryakumar
said at his post-final press conference in
Ahmedabad. "Throughout the journey
till today it has been very special and
collectively asateamwhat we have achieved
Ithinkis right in front of you [trophy]. So,
[I'm] very happy with that and the next

goalis the Olympic gold and also the team
that we work with."

Six teams each in the men's and wom-
en's categories will contest for Olympic
medals between July 14 and 29 in 2028
after the International Olympic Commit-
tee (IOC) added cricket to the roster for
the first time since the Paris 1900 Olym-
pics. Based on the current ICC T20 rank-
ings, in both men's and women's compe-
titions, India are set to qualify from Asia.
All the matches will be held at the Fair-
grounds Stadium, a temporary, purpose-
built venue in the city of Pomona, about
50km from Los Angeles.

India men are the current holders of

the Champions Trophy and the T20 World
Cuptitles. Suryakumaridentified the 2024
T20 World Cup triumph, under Rohit
Sharma, in Barbados as a turning point.

"Everything changed post-2024. We
played a different kind of cricket in 2024
and from there we understood how this
team needs to work forward, play forward
and it's been a wonderful journey since
then," Suryakumar said. "We won an ICC
Champions Trophy in 2025, played a com-
pletely different kind of cricket, and now
in 2026, we wanted to do something spe-
cial in front of the home crowd. So we
want to continue doing thatin 2027, 2028,
2029 and never stop.”

Gambhir: 'Stop
celebrating milestones,
celebrate trophies'

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

AHMADABAD: The age of the personal mile-
stonesis over, declared India men's coach Gautam
Gambhir. Let the age of India single-mindedly
pursuing trophies begin. India have now won two
ICC trophies and an Asia Cup under Gambhir, last
year's Champions Trophy and this T20 World Cup
the big prizes of his tenure so far.

"For too long in Indian cricket, we've spoken
about milestones, and I hope, till I'm there, we're
not going to talk about milestones,” Gambhir said
ata press conference after the game. "You can see
itvery easily as well. You canseeitin the last three
games, what Sanju [Samson] did - 97 not out, 89
and 89. Imagine if you would have been playing
for a milestone, probably we wouldn't have got
250.So I think this is for you guys [media] as well.
Stop celebrating milestones, celebrate trophies.
That is going to be important, because the bigger
purpose of ateam sportis to be winning trophies.

In both the semi-final and final, Samson had
fallen attempting to hit sixes, though he was 11
runs short of a century on each occasion. Samson
himself had said after the semi-final innings that
he was satisfied with the approach he took, even
though he did not reach triple figures. On both
occasions, India's total surpassed 250.

"The best chance to give ourselves to win
this World Cup was that how we react when
someone like a batteris close to 100. If someone
is batting on 94, does he have the courage to go
and get 100 next ball, rather than thinking about
getting 100 for three or four balls. I think the
guys have done that brilliantly,” Gambhir said.
"All of them in the dressing room bought into
this mindset. The only way you could hit the big
totals. is when you're putting your team ahead
of your own self. Everyone in that dressing room
was putting the team ahead of himself, and that
is the reason why we could achieve something
special like this."

Gambhir also dedicated the victory to three for-
mer team-mates, who he said had laid the ground-
work for his own tenure, and for the depth of talent
they had helped create within Indian cricket. Rahul
Dravid had coached India to T20 World Cup glory in
2024, and VVS Laxman is currently the head of the
BCCI's Centre of Excellence (CoE). Dravid had also
headed the centre until Laxman took over in 2021.
Chief selector Ajit Agarkar was the other to be cel-
ebrated. "I think I should dedicate this trophy to
Rahul bhai and then to Laxman,"” Gambhir said.
"Because of what Rahul bhai has done to keep In-
dian cricketin such good shape. I have to thank him
for everything what he's done during his tenure.
And then VVS Laxman for unconditionally doing so
much forIndian cricket, especially behind the scenes,
because CoE remains the pipeline for Indian cricket.
Thirdis obviously Ajit Agarkar, because he does take
alot of flak and I'm thankful for the amount of hon-
esty he's worked with."

The depth in India's talent pool had allowed the
national team to shift between personnel and strate-
gieseffortlessly, Gambhirsaid. Atthe beginning of this
tournament, India had played Rinku Singh down the
order, and had not had a place for Samson. But by
omitting Rinku, pushing Tilak Varma down the order,
and bringing Samson back into the XI as opener, India
found their winning combination. Samson wenton to
become Player of the Tournament.

E  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

AHMEDABAD: It wasn't al-
ways clean, but it was devastat-
ingly effective. After a stop-start
tournament with three ducks
along the way, Abhishek Sharma
saved his mostimpactfulinnings
for the biggest stage, smashing
an 18-ball half-century against
New Zealand in the T20 World
Cup final. His assault powered
Indiato 92 for Ointhe powerplay,
with SanjuSamson contributing
33 in the first six overs as India
builta platform they would ride
to a match-winning 255 for 5.

"He [is] like all good players,”
du Plessis said. "When he was
up against South Africa, they
bowled all the slower balls to
him, took the pace off, [went]
really wide. He's now seen what
teams do - they have the two
fielders on the off side, whether
it's two there or a point or a
cover. Tonight, he knew what
the plan was going to be and he

just moved across and had the
closest thing to hit the ball to
the left side.

"So that shows you something
he's worked on: it's tactically,
how do I counter it when they
go wide and slow to me?"

Kumble agreed that the coun-
ter was deliberate. Abhishek
played the second over, from
offspinner Glenn Phillips cau-
tiously, but took off when the
seamers came back.

"That's his game plan - he
likes pace,” Kumble said. "And
as Faf mentioned, New Zealand
had a very clear plan: bowl
slower and wider with that ex-
tracover there. Abhishek moved
away from the line to counter
thatand looked to play straight,
whichissomething he does well.
And he looked to hit straightand
then whenever it was abit short,
he took them on. So, yes, really
good innings. He survived that
one over of offspin [from Phillips],
which again, he defended.

"He was literally playing with
adead [straight]bat. So, it was not
like he waslooking to play across,
although there wasnot muchspin.
He looked to play straight and
once he got through that six or
sevenballsin thatfirsttwoovers,
then he was on a roll."

"Now, Abhishek has faced two
orthree balls against the offspin-
ner. And then it seamed from

i

both ends, which is exactly, if
you ask him what he wants, he
got that today”

Abhishek had struggled
against offspin in the tourna-
ment,averaging 9.67 withastrike
rate of 107.41, which made Phil-
lips' second over an interesting
early match-up. New Zealand
conceded just 12 runs from the
first two overs, bowled by Matt

Abhishek 'knew what the plan was going to
be' and countered it, says du Plessis

Henry and Phillips, but then
moved away and leaked 80 in
the next four.

Kumble thought New Zealand
- who had dropped offspinner
Cole McConchie for a seamer in
Jacob Duffy - should have used
another over of Phillips instead
of going for four different bowl-
ers in the powerplay.

"He [Phillips] should have fol-
lowed up because even Matt
Henry bowled a good first over,"
Kumble said. "He got hit for a six,
but then Glenn Phillips followed
it up with a nice over. And then
suddenly, Mitch Santner thought
that he needs to get Duffy in,
[Lockie] Ferguson in. So, there
were four bowlers in that pow-
erplay, whichwas, I thought,abit
slightly,abitof overthinking there.

You expect the offspinner to
bowl at Abhishek Sharma. Fourth
over,when the bowler [Ferguson]
had to start, Abhishek Sharma
was on strike. So, he could have,
again, bowled Glenn Phillips."
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