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Developed India@2047 Is a National
Commitment: LG Manoj Sinha

LG Calls on Youth to Lead in Al, Urges Campuses to Become Innovation Hubs

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 17: Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday called for a
transformative overhaul of educational
campuses torealise the vision of Devel-
oped India@2047, asserting that the
country must strive to become a global
leader in emerging technologies rather
than remain a passive participant.

Addressing the valedictory function
ofthe48-hour national-level Hackathon
“Innovathon 1.0” at University of Jammu,
the Lieutenant Governor said Developed
India@2047 is not merely a slogan but
a solemn commitment and a promise
to future generations.

“Youth of India are not standing on
the sidelines watching the future unfold,;
they are the architects and builders of
what comes next,” he said, adding that

pathbreaking innovations, fresh ideas
and cutting-edge research possess the
power to reshape the nation’s destiny.

The Hackathon, organised by the
Skill, Incubation, Innovation and Entre-
preneurship Development Centre
(SHEDC), focused on five thematic pil-
lars—Artificial Intelligence, Cyber-Phys-
ical Systems, Sustainability, Health-Tech
and Responsible Tourism—areas the
Lieutenant Governor described as cen-
tral to India’s developmental journey.

Highlighting the rapidly evolving
technological landscape, he observed
that skills guaranteeing employability
just a few years ago are fast becoming
obsolete. Artificial Intelligence, Machine
Learning, Blockchain, Quantum Comput-
ing and Synthetic Biology are no longer
distant concepts but defining forces of
the present era.

He emphasised the need for class-

Restoration of
Statehood for J&K
Soon: Arjun Meghwal

Union Law Minister Reiterates Centre’s

rooms to transition from passive learn-
ing environments to centres of active
creation. “The question is no longer
‘Whatdoyou know?’ but ‘What canyou
build?’ Institutions must shift the spot-
light fromindividual brilliance to inter-
disciplinary teamwork,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor also under-
lined the importance of cultivating
entrepreneurial spirit, strengthening
startup ecosystems and bridging the
gap between prototypes and market-
ready products. He urged young innova-
tors to convertrelevantideasinto viable
commercial solutions capable of uplift-
ingsociety and driving national progress.

Stressing responsible technological
advancement, he said Al tools should
augment and amplify human

@ Turnon Page 2

Commitment ; CM Omar Says Talks

With Centre Ongoing

m  HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, FEB 17: Union
Minister for Law and Justice
Arjun Meghwal on Tuesday said
thatadecision on the restoration
of statehood to Jammu and Kash-
* mirwould be taken soon, draw-
‘ \ ing a cautious yet hopeful
response from Chief Minister
<wy Omar Abdullah.

i | Speaking to reporters after
attending a function at the Sher-

i-Kashmir International
@ Tumn on Page 2

Omar Thanks Amit Shah as 14 Tourist Destinations Reopen in J6K

CM Says Move Will Revive Tourism, Ease Losses for Locals

B HT NEWS DESK / AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, FEB 17: Jammu and
Kashmir ChiefMinister Omar Abdullah

5

J&K GST Collections Cross Rs
24,000 Cr in Three Years; IGST

J&K Govt Asserts Legal Safeguards for Migrants’
Land, Defends 2022 PM Package Order

Deputy CM tells House No lllegal Acquisitions Reported; 1,263 Migrant
Registration Cases Under Review, 75 Pending Verification

on Tuesday expressed gratitude to
Union Home Minister Amit Shah for
facilitating the reopening of 14 tourist
destinations across the Union Terri-
tory that had been shut following last
year’s Pahalgam terror attack. !
Speaking to reporters on the side-
lines ofa functioninSrinagar, Abdullah

ing the tourist spots during his
@ Turn on Page 2

said he had raised the issue of reopen- ’/ ; / e >

m  HT NEWS NETWORK per the report of the Divisional Commissioner,

Kashmir, all land acquisitions in the Valley are
JAMMU, FEB 17: The Jammu and Kashmir undertaken strictly in accordance with appli-
government on Tuesday asserted that no land cable laws, including prior notification and due
belonging to Kashmirimigrantshasbeenacquired  verification.
inviolation of prescribed legal procedures, reit- He was responding on behalf of Chief Minis-
erating its commitment to protecting therights  ter Omar Abdullah, who holds charge of the
and interests of the displaced community. Disaster Management, Relief, Rehabilitation and
Replyingtoastarred questionraisedby CPI(M)  Reconstruction (DMRRR) department.
legislator M Y Tarigami in the Assembly, Deputy Addressing concerns over a June 2022
Chief Minister Surinder Choudhary said that as ® Tumn onPage 2

Share Nears Rs 16,000 Cr
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 17: ]ammu and Kashmir has
recorded a consistent rise in Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) collections over the past three
financial years, with total revenue reaching

Rs 24,080.79 crore, Chief Minister Omar
@ Turn on Page 2

SIA Charges Two in Online

Six Policemen Suspended After Gangster, Two Pak

Radicalisation Case Linked to HM

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB17:The State
Investigation Agency (SIA)
KashmironTuesday filed acom-
prehensive chargesheet before
acompetent court against two
individuals accused of propa-
gating secessionist and pro-
terror content linked to the

deen.

In a statement, the agency
identified the accused as Altaf
Hussain Wagay of Reban Gund
Behram in Shopian and Shabir
Ahmad Sheikh of Rampora,
QaimohinKulgam, whois pres-
ently operating fromacross the
border. The duo has been
booked for theiralleged involve-

national activities connected
tothe proscribed organisation.

AccordingtotheSIA, thecase
relates to the dissemination of
anti-national, secessionist and
pro-terror propaganda through
various social media platforms
with the intent to radicalise
youth and disturb public order

Nationals Escape from Jammu Juvenile Home

DGP Nalin Prabhat Orders Probe as Massive Manhunt Launched; Security Lapses Under Scanner

B HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

JAMMU, FEB 17: Six police personnel,
including an Assistant Sub-Inspector, were
suspended on Tuesday for alleged derelic-
tion of duty after three inmates a local
gangster and two Pakistan nationals

The escape occurred around 5:15 pm
on Monday when Karajeet Singh alias
Gugga, a resident of Dablehar in R S Pura,
along with Pakistan citizens Mohammad
Suna-ullah and Ahsan Anwar, allegedly
attacked on-duty police personnel before
fleeing the facility. Two policemen sustained

banned outfit Hizbul Mujahi- ment in unlawful and anti-

in the Union Territory of escaped from a juvenile home in the R S
® TumonPage2 | Pura sector of Jammu, officials said.

injuries during the scuffle.
@® Turn on Page 2

Omar Abdullah Reviews Ramadan Preparedness, Calls for Seamless Public Services Across J&K
Directs Departments to Ensure Uninterrupted Power, Water, Healthcare, Transport and Strict Market Regulation During Holy Month

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB 17: ChiefMinister
Omar Abdullah on Monday chaired
a high-level meeting to review
arrangements for the forthcoming
holy month of Ramadan, directing
alldepartments toworkin close coor-

dination to ensure uninterrupted "
public services across Jammu and
Kashmir.

Stressing the significance of effi-
cient governance during the sacred
month of fasting, the Chief Minister

instructed authorities to adopt
@ Tumn on Page 2
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Warm Winter Grip Tightens:
J&K Records Above-Normal
Temperatures, Dry Spell
to Persist

m HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB 17: Jammu and Kashmir
continued to reel under an unusual warm
spell on Monday, with both day and night
temperatures remainingsignificantly above
seasonal averages and no major rain or
snowfall forecast till the end of February.

According to the Meteorological Depart-
ment, minimum temperatures were record-
ed 1-5°Cabove normal at scattered placesin
the Kashmir region, while several locations
intheJammudivision saw nighttemperatures
2-3°C higher than the usual levels.

The coldest night in the Valley was

recorded at Pahalgam, where the mercury
@ Turn on Page 2
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Govt issues robust guidelines to strengthen,
protect service interests of PM Package employees

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB17: The govern-
ment has issued robust guide-
lines to regulate various issues
related to seniority, cadre man-
agement, postings and career
progressionaswellas strength-
enand protecttheservice inter-
ests of PM Package employees
across Jammu and Kashmir.

This was informed by the
Deputy Chief Minister, Surind-
er Choudhary in House today
whilereplyingonbehalfof Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah, to a
question raised by Legislator
Mohammad Yousuf Tarigami.

The Deputy CM said that

withlarge-scale appointments
made under the Package, aneed
was felt to put in place a clear
service management frame-
work. Accordingly, government
order number 34-JK(DMRRR)
2022 dated 22.06.2022 was
issued toregulate the seniority,
cadre management, postings
and career progression of PM
package employees.

He said that the order consist
of provisions including main-
tenance of a separate seniority
list, creation of pre-facto super-
numerary posts for promotions,
treating all PM Package posts
as Divisional Cadre posts of
Kashmir Divisionand extension

of in-situ promotion avenues.
He added that these provisions
are protective and enabling in
nature and ensure that PM Pack-
age employees are not disad-
vantaged vis-a-vis regular
employees.

The Deputy CM alsosaid that
recruitmentand initial appoint-
ment of Kashmiri Migrants
under the Prime Minister’s
Package are being governed by
theJ&KMigrants (Special Drive)
Recruitment Rules, 2009 noti-
fied vide SRO-412 dated
30.12.2009 and creation of 6000
supernumerary posts sanc-
tioned vide Government Order
No. Rev/MR/147 of 2009 dated

28.10.2009 (3000 posts) and
Government Order No. 58-
JK(DMRRR) of 2017 dated
29.07.2017 (3000 posts).

He also informed the House
that there is no inconsistency
between the government order
number REV/MR/141 of 20009,
dated 26.10.2009, government
order number 58-JK(DMRRR) of
2017 dated 29.07.2017 and gov-
ernment order number
34-JK(DMRRR) of 2022 dated
22.06.2022. He added that the
latter only supplements the ear-
lier orders by providing a com-
prehensive mechanism for ser-
viceregulationafterappointment.

He furthersaid that the mat-

terrelating to furtherimprove-
ment in service management
and possible absorption into
theregular cadre structure has
already been takenup withthe
General Administration Depart-
mentand Finance Department
for examination and appropri-
ate measures under rules.

The Deputy Chief Minister
also said that as per the report
submitted by the Divisional
Commissioner, Kashmir, noland
is acquired without adhering
to the prescribed land acquisi-
tion procedures, including
prior notification and verifica-
tion. All such acquisitions are
assessedinaccordance withthe

applicableland acquisition laws.
Headded thatas perthe Jammu
and Kashmir Migrant Immov-
able Property (Preservation,
Protection Restrainton Distress
Sales) Act, 1997, the concerned
District Magistrates have been
designated as the custodian of
the Migrant Properties.

He also informed that a
Screening Committee headed
by Administrative Secretary,
Home Department, has been
reconstituted which had held
series of meetings and has
given its recommendations in
respect of all the provisional
registration cases and there is
no inordinate delay in the mat-

ter.Headded thatas the process
involves security and threat-
perception assessment, each
caserequires detailed verifica-
tion by the CID and District
Administration, as such the
time taken is procedural.

The Deputy CM alsosaid that
theReliefOrganization(Migrant)
provides free ration to the
migrants registered under the
Relief Category. He added that
the integration of registered
migrant families including pen-
sioners into the NFSA database
has enabled the eligible pen-
sioner migrants to receive enti-
tled food grains under Public
Distribution System.

CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

Developed India.....

intelligencerather thanreplaceit. Asemerg-
ing technologies increasingly blur the bound-
aries between digital and physical domains, he
called for robust and secure solutions that
meaningfully improve the lives of ordinary
citizens.

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Umesh Rai, Director
SIIEDC Prof. Alka Sharma, Prof. Anil Gupta, Dr
Jatinder Manhas, faculty members, innovators
and startup entrepreneurs were present at the
valedictory ceremony.

Restorationof.....

Conference Centre (SKICC) here, Meghwal
termed theissueas “very sensitive” and recalled
that Union Home Minister Amit Shah had
already stated in the Lok Sabha that Jammu
and Kashmir’s statehood would be restored.

“You will get it, but there is a process for it.
[feel youwill soon hearabouta decisionin this
regard,” Meghwal said.

Reactingtothe remarks, Abdullah, whowas
also present at the event, said he had heard that
the Union minister had indicated positive news
on the matter.

“Ithasbeen one and a halfyears of wait. We
hope we do not have to wait much longer,”
Abdullahtold reporters,adding that the people
of Jammu and Kashmir would not be satisfied
until statehood is formally restored.

“The processison, thoughitis takinglonger.
We were expecting to getit by now but we have
not got it yet. We have not given up hope and
are in continuous dialogue with the Centre,”
he said.

Notably, while addressing the Lok Sabha on
February 13, 2021, Amit Shah had stated that
Jammu and Kashmir’s Union Territory status
was temporary and that full statehood would
be restored at an appropriate time.

OnAugust5,2019, the Centre abrogated the
provisions of Article 370, which granted special
status to the erstwhile state, and bifurcated it
into two Union Territories — Jammu and Kash-
mir, and Ladakh. (Agencies)

Omar Thanks.....

recent meetings with Shah in Jammu and
New Delhi. “There was no purpose served by
keeping these destinations closed. Even during
the most difficult times, we did not shut these
places,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor on Monday ordered
thereopeningof 11 tourist sitesin Kashmirand
three in the Jammu region. The locations were
among around 80 destinations closed after the
April 22 terror attack in Pahalgam that claimed
26 lives, mostly tourists.

Welcoming the decision, the ChiefMinister
said the prolonged closure had adversely affect-
ed local communities dependent on tourism.
“The local people have borne losses due to the
shutdown. I hope visitors will now return to
these beautiful places,” he said, expressing
optimism about a revival in tourist footfall.

Responding to remarks by BJP MLA Vikram
Randhawa, Abdullah said “the truth has pre-
vailed,” claiming thata case had beenregistered
against the legislator for allegedly occupying
government land.

He also alleged a disparity between the
statements and actions of B]P leaders, referring
to Rajya Sabha MP Ghulam Ali Khatana, and
claiming thatasignificant portion of his MPLAD
funds had been spent outside Jammu and
Kashmir.

On preparations for the upcoming month
of Ramzan, Abdullah said he would chair a
meeting of officials to review arrangements,
particularly electricity supply. “We will make
every effort to ensure people face the least
inconvenience during the holy month,” he said.

Addressing protests by daily wagers, the
Chief Minister reiterated that the government
has committed on the floor of the Assembly to
regularise them within this year through a
time-bound process. He urged the workers to
avoid street protests and instead engage with
the government through dialogue.

(Agencies)

J6K GST Collections.....

Abdullahinformed the Legislative Assembly
on Tuesday.

@ © @esp@nding to a written query by National

Conference MLA Pirzada Farooq Ahmed, the
Chief Minister said GST collectionsin the Union
Territory stood atRs 7,272.15 crorein 2022-23,
increased toRs 8,128.44 crore in 2023-24, and
further rose to Rs 8,680.20 crore in 2024-25,
indicating a steady expansion of the tax base
and improved compliance.

He further stated that J&K received Rs
15,795.13 crore as its share of Integrated GST
(IGST) from the Centre during the same period.
The UT received Rs 4,922.57 crore in 2022-23,
Rs 5,183.62 crore in 2023-24, and Rs 5,688.94
crore in 2024-25 as IGST settlement.

Explaining the impact of GST reforms, Abdul-
lah said the destination-based tax regime,
implemented in 2017, replaced the earlier
multi-layeredindirect tax system withaunified
structure, reduced cascading of taxes and
strengthened compliance through technology-
driven mechanisms such asonline registration,
returnfiling, refunds and e-way bill generation.

He noted that the transition to an online
systeminitially posed challenges for smalland
rural businesses. However, measures such as
the Composition Scheme, quarterly return
filing options under the QRMP scheme, and the
establishment of GST Suvidha Kendrasin every
district have helped ease compliance burdens.

Highlighting sector-specific benefits, the
Chief Minister said most handicraftitems have
been placedinthe 5 per cent GST slab, facilitat-
inginterstate trade and supportingartisans.In
horticulture, farmincome remains outside the
GST ambit, with only value-added activities
attracting tax and concessional rates applied
to key inputs. He added that the subsuming of
entry tax and rationalised GST rates for hotels
have made tourism in Jammu and Kashmir
more affordable.

While asserting that the steady growth in
GST and IGST receipts reflects improved rev-
enue mobilisation and stronger tax administra-
tion, Abdullah acknowledged that small, unor-
ganised and home-based producers continue
tofaceissuessuchascompliance pressuresand
delaysinIGSTrefunds. He said the government
is working towards further simplification and
support measures to address these concerns.

J&K Govt Asserts.....

governmentorder pertaining tonearly 6,000
employees appointed under the Prime Minister’s
Special Package for Kashmiri Pandits, the dep-
uty chief minister said the directive was
designed to regulate seniority, cadre manage-
ment, postings and career progression in a
structured manner and does not undermine
their service interests.

He said recruitment under the PM Package
isgoverned by the J&K Migrants (Special Drive)
RecruitmentRules, 2009, along with the creation
of 6,000 supernumerary posts sanctioned in
2009 and 2017. The 2022 order, he added,
ensures that PM Package employees are not
placed at a disadvantage vis-a-vis regular
employees. Proposals for further service
improvements, including possible absorption
intotheregular cadre, are under consideration
by the General Administration and Finance
Departments.

Ontheissue of delays in provisional migrant
registrations, Choudhary informed the House
thatthe administration had decided onJuly 12,
2023, that fresh registrations on security
grounds were not justified in view of the
improved law and order situation, and no fur-
ther extensions would be granted.

He said a screening committee reconsti-
tuted in May 2024 has examined 1,263 cases,
with CID and district administration reports
awaited in 75 cases. These, he said, would be
decided promptly upon receipt of the reports.
The verification process, he noted, involves
detailed security and threat perception assess-
ments and is procedural in nature.

In his supplementary, Tarigami described
the 2022 order as “highly discriminatory” but
welcomed the government’s willingness to
review it. He also sought revision of relief for
pensioners, arguing that the structure fixed in
2018 has not kept pace with inflation.

Raising the issue of political migrants, he
urged the government to examine all cases on
humanitariangrounds, asserting that migration
was compelled by circumstances rather than
voluntary.

Respondingtothe concerns, the deputy chief

ministerrejected allegations of discrimination
and reiterated that the government remains
committed to ensuring justice for all migrants,
while acknowledging that although many
cases are genuine, some have not stood scru-
tiny during verification.

SIA Charges.....

Jammu and Kashmir.

AnFIR(No.01/2025)wasregistered at Police
Station CIK/SIA Kashmir under relevant provi-
sions of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) following credible inputs that Pak-
istan-based terror outfits, including Lashkar-
e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed, along with
their proxies and sympathisers, were engaged
inacoordinated conspiracy to spread anti-India
propaganda through online and offline chan-
nels.

Theinvestigationrevealed that the accused
allegedly operated multiple social media
accounts under pseudonyms to evade detection
by law enforcement agencies. The agency
claimed to have established their active role in
promoting secessionist ideology, glorifying
terrorism, and attempting to undermine the
lawful administrative framework.

The SIA said further investigation into oth-
er suspects and associated conspirators is
ongoing. Reaffirming its commitment, the
agency stated that it remains determined to
identify and prosecute individuals involved in
activities prejudicial to the sovereignty, integ-
rity and security of the nation, particularly
those exploiting digital platforms toradicalise
youth and promote terrorism.

Six Policemen.....

Authorities said the suspensions were part
ofadepartmentalinquiryinitiated todetermine
how the inmates managed to breach security,
whether standard operating procedures were
followed, and if there were lapses on the part
of the deployed staff.

Police have constituted multiple special
teams and launched extensive raids across
several locations to trace the fugitives. The
search operation has been intensified amid
concernsthattheaccused may attempt to cross
the border.

An FIR has been registered under Sections
109 (attempt to murder), 132 (assault or crim-
inal force todeter public servant from discharge
of duty), 262 (escaping from lawful custody),
307 (theft with preparation to cause death, hurt
or restraint), and 111 (organised crime) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, along with Sections
3 and 25 of the Arms Act pertaining to unau-
thorised possession and use of firearms.

Nalin Prabhat, Director General of Police,
and Bhim Sen Tuti, Inspector General of Police,
Jammu Zone, rushed to the scene shortly after
the incident to review the situation. Officials
said theinquiry will also probe how the inmates
allegedly procured a country-made pistolinside
the high-security facility and examine possible
conspiracy angles.

Apurported videocirculatingon social media
allegedly shows Singh, said to be associated
with the ‘Khauff’ gang, firing a few rounds
inside the juvenile home before making his
escape, raising serious questions over security
arrangements.

Former DGP S P Vaid also reacted to the
incident, noting that the three inmates had
reportedly crossed the age of juvenility. In a
post on X, he said one of them had procured a
locally made ‘katta’ (crude pistol) and sug-
gested that the triomight attempt to flee across
the border, expressing confidence that police
would apprehend them soon.

Singh had earlier been arrested along with
nearly a dozen others in connection with the
murder of rival gangleader SumitJandiyal alias
‘Gataru’inthe Jewel Chowkareain Januarylast
year and was subsequently lodged in the juve-
nile facility.

(Agencies)

Omar Abdullah.....

proactive measures to safeguard public
convenience and welfare. He called for intensi-
fied sanitationdrives, particularly around major
mosques, shrines and other congregation points,
and directed anincrease in garbage collection
frequency to maintain cleanliness throughout
Ramadan.

The meeting reviewed preparations
related to electricity and water supply,
availability of essential commodities,
healthcare readiness, transport services
and security arrangements. Highlighting
the importance of uninterrupted power
during Sehri and Iftar hours, the Chief
Minister asked the Power Development
Department to ensure proper planning of
curtailments, if unavoidable, and under-
take timely maintenance of transformer
banks.He alsodirected the designation of
nodal officers to closely monitor supply.

Reviewing drinking water arrange-
ments, heinstructed the Jal Shakti Depart-
menttoensure seamless supply and deploy
water tankersinadvance in water-stressed
areas, particularly before Iftar timings, to
avoid inconvenience to the fasting popu-
lation.

The Chief Minister also laid emphasis
onensuringadequate availability of essen-
tial commodities, including rice, atta,
sugar, LPG, poultry, vegetables and fish.
He ordered strict market inspections to
curbhoarding, black marketing and prof-
iteering, and directed enforcement of fair
pricing with mandatory display of rate
lists.

Onthe security front, the meeting was
informed that round-the-clock patrolling,
anti-sabotage checks and enhanced crowd
management measures would be under-
taken, especially during Friday prayers.
Fire tenders will be stationed at key loca-
tions, while traffic regulation around major
religious places will be strengthened to
prevent congestion.

The Health and Medical Education
Department was directed to keep ser-
vices on high alert, ensure deployment of
doctorsand paramedics during Iftar hours,
and station ambulances at major congre-
gationsites. The Chief Minister noted that
staff shortages during Iftar timings must
be addressed to prevent disruption in
patient care.

He further directed priority distribution

of assistance to underprivileged families,
widows and orphans, and called for strict
monitoring of donation collections to
prevent misuse and ensure transparency.

Regarding transport facilities, particu-
larly RTC services and e-buses, the Chief
Minister asked authorities to prepare
proper rosters and ensure adequate avail-
ability of public transport, noting that
services often reduce during Iftar hours.

The meeting was attended by senior
administrative officials, divisional com-
missioners, police officers and district
authorities, with several officers partici-
pating through video conferencing.

Reiterating the need for coordinated
efforts, the Chief Minister said the focus
must remain on sanitation, essential sup-
plies, uninterrupted utilities, healthcare
preparedness, security and trafficmanage-
ment to ensure a peaceful and smooth
Ramadan for the people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Warm Winter.....

dipped to minus 2.2°C. In the Jammu
division, Bhaderwahregistered the lowest
minimum temperature at 2.7°C.

In summer capital Srinagar, the maxi-
mum temperature settled at 16.6°C—6.2°C
above normal—while the minimum tem-
perature was recorded at 0.8°C. The ski
resortof Gulmargrecorded adaytime high
of 10°C, a sharp 8.5°C above normal, with
the night temperature falling to minus
1.5°C.

Meteorologists said the ongoing dry
spell shows noimmediate signs of achange,
with forecasts indicating mainly dry
weather across the Union Territory for the
remainder of the month. The prolonged
absence of precipitation is expected to
further widen the seasonal rainfall deficit.

Weather experts have cautioned that
if the warm conditions persist or inten-
sify, some areas could see February tem-
perature records being challenged in the
coming days.
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DC Srinagar reviews preparations for
forthcoming Ramzan ul Mubarak

Calls for proactive measures to ensure uninterrupted essential services for smooth observance of holy month

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB 17:In connec-
tion with forthcoming Holy
month of Ramzaan ul Mubarak,
Deputy Commissioner(DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo on Tuesday
chaired acomprehensive meeting
of District and Sectoral Officers
here at Meeting Hall of DC Office
Complex toreview preparedness
and finalize arrangements to
ensure smooth and hassle-free
observance of the auspicious
month across the district

The meeting was attended by
Additional Deputy Commission-
er, Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz, Superin-
tendent of Police, Umar Shah,
Chief Planning Officer, Fayaz
Ahmad Dar, Superintending Engi-
neer R&B, Shabir Ahmad, Super-
intending Engineer SMC, Sajad
Ahmad Kawoosa, SDM, West,
Irfan Bahadur, SDM East, Zubair
Ahmad, Executive Engineers of
KPDCL, PHE, SMC, R&B, all Teh-
sildars, Senior Officers from all
concerned Departments and
representatives from J&K Wakf
Board.

Atthe outset, the DCsoughta
detailed action plan from the

ingarrangementsrelated toelec-
tricity, water supply, essential
commodities, sanitation, trans-
port, parking and medical facili-
ties during the holy month.

The DC directed the KPDCL
engineers to ensure uninter-
rupted power supply, particu-
larly during SehriandIftari hours.
The PHE Department was asked
tomake proactive arrangements
foradequate drinking water sup-
plyacrossallareas of the district.

Similarly, the FCS&CA Depart-
ment was instructed to ensure
sufficient availability of essential
commodities, including ration
and LPG, and to maintain govern-
ment-approved ratesin the mar-
kets. He stressed the deployment
of special teams under the super-
vision of SDM East and SDM West
to conduct marketinspections to
curb profiteering and hoarding
and tomaintainquality standards
of food items.

The DC also instructed the
Assistant Commissioner Food
Safety, AD FCS&CA and Tehsildars
to keep strict vigil on the quality
of chicken, meat, milk, vegetables,
fruits and other daily consum-
ables to prevent adulteration in

concerned departmentsregard- ~ Srinagar markets.

The SMC authorities were

directed to conduct special san-

itation and cleanliness drives in
all areas and prominent Masjids
and Shrines, besidesinstructions
were giventhatall defunctstreet-
lights be restored on war footing
in all areas.

Regarding road repairs and
filling of potholes, the DC asked
concerned departments toimme-
diatelyidentify and address spots
requiring urgent attention, espe-
ciallyroadsleading to major ven-
ues of religious congregations.

He further directed that ade-
quate public transport arrange-
mentsbe ensured duringevening
hours for the convenience of the
public. The Health Department
wasinstructed tomake necessary
medical arrangements as per past
practice throughout the district.

During the meeting, the DC
wasapprised of thearrangements
being made by the Jammu and
Kashmir Waqf Board for smooth
observance of religious obliga-
tions during the holy month,
when thousands of devotees are
expected to visit shrines.

Meanwhile, the Deputy Com-
missioner extended his warm
greetings to the people on the
commencement of the holy
month of Ramzan-ul-Mubarak.

Tourism resumes
at Wular Lake, locals
eye economic
recovery

Shikara operators, vendors
look to recover losses after
months of shutdown
m  HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

BANDIPORA, FEB 17: Wular Lake in north
Kashmir’s Bandipora district has reopened to
tourists after nearly ten months, bringing relief to
locals and raising hopes of economic revival for
hundreds of families dependent on tourism-relat-
ed activities.

As per the news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO), the reopening follows an
announcement by Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha that 14 tourist destinations across Jammu
and Kashmir would be reopened in a phased
manner. The sites had been closed after last year’s
attack in Pahalgam, which impacted tourist
inflow and local businesses.

Residents around Wular Lake said the move
has brought relief to hundreds of families reliant
on shikara rides, eateries, handicrafts, and
guiding services.

“For months, there was no work and no
income. We survived on savings and loans. Now
we are hopeful that tourists will return,” said
Fayaz Ahmad, a Shikara operator.

Manzoor Ahmad, who runs a tea stall near the
lakeshore, said the closure had brought business
to a standstill. “The day the lake was shut, our
earnings stopped. Reopening means we can
restart our lives again,” he said.

Another boatman, Ghulam Nabi, said the local
economy is directly linked to visitor numbers. “If
tourists come in good numbers during the
summer, it will compensate for the losses we
suffered,” he added.

Shabir Hussain, a handicrafts seller, said many
artisans were forced to look for daily-wage work
during the shutdown. “Tourism is our primary
source of livelihood. We want consistent policies
so that such long closures do not happen again,”
he said.

Visitors also expressed optimism. “Wular is
one of the most beautiful lakes in Kashmir. It
should remain accessible with proper security
and facilities,” said Rukhsana Bano, a local visitor.

Residents urged authorities to improve road
connectivity, sanitation, and visitor amenities
around the lake to unlock its full tourism poten-
tial.

“We need better infrastructure so that tourists
stay longer and spend more time here,” said a
local hotel owner, adding that steady footfall
would help restore economic stability in the
region—(KNO)
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Tele-law benefits 7.5 lakh people in J&K under

‘Disha Scheme’: Secretary Justice Gol, Niraj Verma
‘Ensuring accessible, affordable and timely justice for last

person in queue remains our core objective’

B HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

SRINAGAR, FEB 17: Secretary
(Justice), Government of India, Niraj
Verma on Tuesday said that over 7.5
lakh peopleinJammu&Kashmir have
directly benefited from the Tele-Law
programme under the Disha Scheme,
aimed at strengthening access to
justice in remote and underserved
areas.

He was speaking at a regional
event-cum-workshop on Tele-Law
activities organised by the Depart-
ment of Justice, Ministry of Law &
Justice, at the Sher-i-Kashmir Inter-
national Convention Centre (SKICC)
here.

Addressing the gathering, Secre-
tary Verma, as per the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO), said
Jammu & Kashmir is not only geo-
graphically distinctive but also a
profound embodiment of India’s plu-
ralistic constitutional spirit, enriched
by its shared cultural heritage and
strong community values.

He expressed gratitude to the
Union Law Minister for his visionary
leadership in shapingand advancing
the Disha Scheme and thanked the
Chief Minister and the Chief Justice
ofthe High Court of Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh for their presence, term-
ing it a reflection of collective com-

mitment towards strengtheninglegal
awareness and access to justice.

“Our Constitution assures every
citizen justice, social, economic and
political. However, the real challenge
lies in translating these constitu-
tional promises into lived realities,
particularly for citizens residing in
remote and underserved areas,”
Verma said.

He said ensuring that justice is
accessible, affordable and timely for
thelast personstandinginthe queue
remains the central objective of the
Department ofJustice. “Itis with this
vision that Disha, Designing Innova-
tive Solutions for Holistic Access to
Justice was conceptualised,” he add-
ed.

Recalling Article 39A of the Con-
stitution, the Secretary Verma said
the Department of Justice had ear-
lierimplemented a special project for
the North-Eastand Jammu & Kashmir
from 2012 to 2017 to enhance legal
awareness among the poorand mar-
ginalised,including undertrial prison-
ers.

“Legal aid was extended through
law colleges and by establishing
village-based legal clinics to ensure
grassroots outreach.”

Building upon that foundation, he
said several impactful programmes
are presently underway under the

Disha Scheme, including Tele-Law,
Nyaya Bandhu, Pro Bono Legal Ser-
vices and various legal awareness
initiatives.

“In Jammu & Kashmir alone, the
Tele-Law programme has directly
benefited over 7.5 lakh beneficiaries
by providing timely pre-litigation
legal advice througharobust network
0f4,193 Common Service Centresand
panel lawyers,” he said.

Verma also informed that during
the workshop, acomprehensive pre-
sentation titled “Disha in Jammu &
Kashmir” would be made, highlight-
ingthe progress, outreach and impact
of Tele-Law and associated initiatives
inthe UnionTerritory. “The presenta-
tion, he said, would provide valuable
insights into the scheme’s perfor-
mance, beneficiaryreach and efforts
tostrengthen grassroots justice deliv-
ery mechanisms.”

Healso extended gratitude to del-
egates, officers, stakeholders and field
functionaries for their active par-
ticipation in the regional workshop.

“Together, let us continue work-
ing towards strengthening access
to justice, deepening legal aware-
ness and upholding the constitu-
tional values that form the founda-
tion of our democracy, especially
for the citizens of Jammu & Kash-
mir,” he said—(KNO)
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KU holds ANRF-MOoES
sponsored geological
field workshop

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR FEB 17: The Department of Earth
Sciences (DES), University of Kashmir (KU), organ-
ised atwo-day ANRFand MoES sponsored Pre-INQUA
Geological Field Workshop.

Conceived as an academic and field-based pre-
paratory platform for the forthcoming conference
of the International Union for Quaternary Research
(INQUA), scheduled to be held in 2027 at the Birbal
Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences, the workshop
aimed to align Quaternary observations from the
Kashmir Valley with global research priorities.

Speakingat the inaugural session, Dean Research,
KU, Prof. Mohammad Sultan Bhat, emphasised the

urgent need for systematicidentification, documen-
tation, and preservation of Karewa deposits and
associated Quaternary archives.

"They are important in reconstructing the pal-
aeogeological and palaeoclimatic history of the
Kashmir Valley," he said.

He also assured full institutional support for
safeguarding this geological heritage and proposed
the development of a formal MoU with the Geo-
logical Survey of India (GSI) to strengthen coordi-
nated research, technical collaboration, and long-
term conservation of these nationally significant
deposits.

Dr. Vinod Kumar, Director, GSI Jammu Division,
in his keynote address, highlighted the national
relevance of Kashmir’s Quaternary sequences for
understanding climate variability, geomorphic
evolution, and environmental change. Dr. Abdul
Qayoom Paul, Director, GSI Kashmir Division, stressed
on the importance of sustained institutional link-
ages between academia and national geoscientific
agencies for advancing high-quality field research
and heritage conservation.

Dr. Reyaz Ahmad Dar, faculty at DES KU, in his
welcome address, outlined the scientific significance
of the Kashmir Valley’s Quaternary archives and the
objectives of the Pre-INQUA initiative.

The workshop featured extensive field excursions
to key palaeoclimate archives and classic Quater-
nary sections of the Kashmir Valley. On day one
participants visited Wanihama and MakhaiBagh
LPS (Dilpur Formation) of Late Quaternary age. Day
two included visits to the type sections of the
Lower and Upper Karewa, including the Nagum
section (type section of Methowin and Pampore
Members), the Khan Sahib section (type section of
the Dilpur Formation), and the Waterhail section
representing the Dubjan and Rambiera Members
of the Lower Karewa. Field discussions and on-site
interpretations were facilitated by resource persons
including Dr. Reyaz Ahmad Dar, Dr. Rayees A. Shah,
Dr. Vinod Kumar, Dr. Abdul Qayoom Paul, Dr. Malik
Zubair Ahmad, Dr. Sarah Qazi, Dr. Wasem Qader,
and Dr. Omar J. Paul.

The inaugural session concluded with a vote of
thanks by Dr. Malik Zubair Ahmad, co-organising
secretary of the event.

Participants from various universities, IITs,
nationalresearchinstitutes,and colleges across the
country attended the workshop.

Locals, tourists welcome reopening of Doodhpathri after 10 months
Tea stall owners, pony walas, fraders thank LG administration; visitors “feel safe & happy’

m  HTNEWS NETWORK / KNO

BUDGAM, FEB 17: The scenic
tourist destination of Doodh-
pathri in central Kashmir’s Bud-
gamdistrict reopened on Tuesday
afterremaining closed for nearly
10 months, bringing relief and
renewed hope to hundreds of
families dependent on tourism.

Thereopening wasannounced
by the Lieutenant Governor
through a post on his official X
handle, following which tourists
began arriving at the meadow
destination.

Locals,including tea stallown-
ers, pony walas, guides,and small
traders, welcomed the move and
expressed gratitude tothe LG-led
administration for resuming

tourism activities.

Speaking to the newsagency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO),
several residents said the pro-
longed closure had severely
affected their earnings, as the
majority of families in the area
rely directly orindirectly ontour-
ism. “We are highly thankful to
the LG administration for reopen-
ing Doodhpathri. For the past 10
months, we had no source of
income. Our livelihood depends
entirely on tourists,” said a local
tea stall owner.

Pony service providers said
the decision has brought hope to
many families. “We earn only
when tourists visit. With the
reopening, we expectourincome
toimprove. We assure theadmin-

istration that we will follow all
rules and cooperate fully,” apony
wala said.

A couple from Maharashtra,
whowere among the firstvisitors
to reach Doodhpathri after the
reopening, said they were happy
to see the destination accessible

again.

“We feel safe and very happy
tobe here. We thank the Govern-
mentofindiaand the Jammuand
Kashmir administration for
reopening this beautiful place,”
the couple told KNO, adding that
the atmosphere was peaceful and

security arrangements appeared
satisfactory.

Local shopkeepers shared
similar sentiments, stating that
the reopening will revive eco-
nomic activity in Doodhpathri.

They said there is no need to
politicise the issue and credited
the administration for taking the
decision in the interest of the
public. “We welcome this step
wholeheartedly and will ensure
that all guidelines are strictly
followed to maintain safety and
discipline,” another local said.

With the reopening of Doo-
dhpathri, residents hope tourist
footfall will increase in the com-
ing days, helping the area’s tour-
ism sector regain momentum—
(KNO)
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DC Srinagar visits GBMS Baghat Shoor to oversee

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR FEBRUARY 17:-
Deputy Commissioner(DC)Srinagar,
Akshay Labroo onTuesday undertook
avisit to Government Boys Middle
School (GBMS), Baghat Shoor at Lal
Bazar to oversee the progress of
ongoinginfrastructural upgradation
works.

Additional Deputy Commissioner
,MirImtiyaz UlAziz; Chief Planning
Officer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar;
Superintending Engineer, R&B Circle
North,Shabir Ahmad; ChiefEducation
Officer, Ghulam Mohi-Ud Din;
Executive Engineer, R&B Division
Core, ArifRehman Hazari; Tehsildar,
Eidgah, Mohammad Igbal Zargar
and other concerned accompanied
the DC during the visit.

On the occasion, the Deputy
Commissioner took stock of the
ongoingworksand inspected various

infrastutural

upgrad

ation works

sections of the building.

He reviewed the pace and
quality of construction work being
carried out by R&B department
under Samagra Shiksha aimed to
strengthen educational
infrastructure and enhance the
overall learning experience for
students in the area.

The DCdirected the concerned
to accelerate the pace of work
to ensure timely completion of
the project while maintaining
high standards of quality and
safety.

The DC emphasized that
upgrading school infrastructure is
essential for providing a better
learning environment to students
inthearea.He alsointeracted with
school authorities and executing
agencies, stressing thatthe renovated
facilities are made available to
students at the earliest.

SWD Srinagar conducts Theme-Based
Nukkad Natak to promote awareness on
Welfare Schemes for senior citizens

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

of society.

The performance also educated the

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 17: Social Welfare
Department Srinagar successfully organized
atheme-based Nukkad Natak (street play)
at prominent public locations including
Parimpora Bus Stand and Batmaloo, aiming
togenerate awareness about welfare schemes
and support systems available for senior
citizens.

The creative street performance
effectively highlighted various social and
financial security schemes,improved access
to healthcare facilities, availability of shelter
services, and initiatives promoting active
and dignified ageing.

Through powerful storytelling, engaging
dialogues, and impactful performances,
the artists sensitized the public about the
rights, entitlements,and well-being of elderly
citizens. The play conveyed a strong message
aboutensuring dignity, protection,and an
enhanced quality oflife for senior members

audience about government-supported
facilities such as old age homes, mobile
medicare units, distribution of assistive
devices for eligible elderly persons,
pension schemes, and the National Elder
Helpline.

The act successfully drew the attention
of commuters, shopkeepers, and local
residents, encouraging them to actively
spread awareness about welfare initiatives
meant for senior citizens.

Officials fromthe departmentemphasized
theimportance of community participation
insafeguarding the interests of the elderly
and promoting a culture of respect, care,
and social inclusion.

Theinitiative reflects the Department’s
continued commitment to strengthening
outreach efforts and ensuring that senior
citizens are aware of and able to access the
benefits designed for their welfare.

DLSA Kulgam organises awareness
programme on LADC Scheme
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA, FEBRUARY 17:
The District Task Force (DTF) on
Tuesdaycarriedoutacomprehensive

KULGAM, FEBRUARY 17: In compliance with the
directions of the Jammu & Kashmir Legal Services
Authority, aninteraction-cum-awareness programme
wasorganized by the District Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) Kulgam, on the Legal Aid Defence Counsel
(LADC)Scheme, 2022 here at Rest House, Chawalgam,
Kulgam.

The objective of the programme was to create
awareness among investigating officers (I0s) of District
Police Kulgam and other stakeholders about the
provisions, objectives, and functioning of the Legal
Aid Defence Counsel Scheme, which aims to provide

inspection drive across multiple
establishments in Block Bankoot
Bandipora district as part of the
ongoing Pan India Rescue and
Rehabilitation Campaign aimed
at eliminating child labour and
safeguarding Child Rights.

Theinspection was conducted
invariousbakery establishments,
shops, automobile workshops, and
service stations across different
areas of Block Bankoot.

Thedrivewasjointlyundertaken
by members of Mission Vatsalya,
Labour Department, and District
Legal Services Authority (DLSA)
Bandipora.

During the course of the
inspection, the team found one
minorengaged inworkatabakery
unit. Acting promptly, the officials
rescued the child from the
establishment and provided on-
the-spot counselling to address
immediate concernsregarding his
well-being and rights. Authorities
confirmed that necessary follow-
up measures are being initiated
to ensure the child’s safety,

rehabilitation, and long-term
protection.

Officials stated that under
Mission Vatsalya, efforts will be
made to streamline the rescued
child into the formal education
system. The initiative aims to
ensure that the child resumes
schooling and is provided with
necessary support services,
including counselling and
guidance, tofacilitatereintegration
into society.

The owner of the bakery unit
hasbeendirected toappear before
the Child Welfare Committee
(CWC).

DTF conducts inspection under Pan India Rescue and Rehabilitation Campaign in Bandipora

In addition to enforcement
measures, the DTF members also
conducted an awareness and
sensitization campaign during the
inspection drive.

Shopkeepers, business owners,
and general public were informed
about the legal implications of
engaging children in labour and
weresensitized about the provisions
of labour laws and the Juvenile
Justice Act.

Theteamurged all stakeholders
to strictly comply with child
protectionregulations and toreport
any instances of child labour to
the concerned authorities.

competentand effective legal representation to eligible
accused persons.

SANKALP-HEW Bandipora organises awareness programme
on POSH Act, SHe-Box Portal & NMBA

B HT NEWS NETWORK

DC Kupwara reviews implementation
of Mission YUVA in district
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA, FEBRUARY 17 : An
awareness programme was successfully
organized by SANKALP-HEW Bandipora
at Chandaji, a far flung area of the
district with SHG members focusing
on the Sexual Harassment of Women
atWorkplace (Prevention, Prohibition
and Redressal) Act, 2013 (POSH Act),
SHe-Box Portal, and Nasha Mukht
Bharat Abhiyan (NMBA).

The programme aimed to sensitize
participants about workplace safety,
grievance redressal mechanisms,and
the importance of adrug-free society.

The officials from the SANKALP-
HEW emphasized the importance of
creating a safe and respectful working
environment and encouraged women
to come forward without fear or
hesitation. Awareness was generated
about the Nasha Mukht Bharat
Abhiyan.

Onthe occasion, the harmful effects
ofdrugabuse onindividuals, families,
and society were discussed in detail.

KUPWARA, FEBRUARY 17: Deputy Commissioner
Kupwara, Shrikant Suse today chaired a meeting to
review the progress under Mission YUVA in the district.

New 478 cases were sanctioned by DLIC for further
credit support through Mission Yuva during the
meeting.

The DCreviewed bank branch wise performance
of pending loan applications and stressed the need
for expediting sanctioning and disbursal of eligible
cases. He emphasized that timely credit support is
vital foryouth to establish and sustain entrepreneurial
ventures.

Itwasinformed that 1228 caseshave beensanctioned
by JKBank so far and 1028 cases disbursal have been
done.

During the session, resource persons LADC's
Kulgam highlighted the importance of the scheme
in ensuring fair trials and timely legal assistance.
They also discussed the role and responsibilities of
investigating officersin facilitating the legal aid process
and coordinating with defence counsels appointed
under the scheme.

Various investigating officers from different police
units participated in the programme and interacted
with the resource persons, seeking clarifications on
procedural aspects of the scheme.

The participants appreciated the initiative and
emphasized the need for such awareness programmes
tostrengthencoordination betweenlegal aid institutions
and law enforcement agencies.

dissemination of information.

The programme concluded with
an interactive question-and-answer
session, where participants actively
engaged with the speakersand clarified
their doubts. The event wasappreciated
by all attendees for its informative
and impactful content.

Participants were motivated to pledge
their support for a drug-free society
and to act as ambassadors of positive
change in their communities.
Pamphlets containing information
about SANKALP-HEW were distributed
among the participants to reinforce
awareness and ensure wider

Regional Director Land Records Baramulla reviews Digitization Progress in Kupwara

m  HT NEWS NETWORK records, scanning of revenue integrity and directed field prevent tampering of records,

documents, data verification, and functionaries to expedite and enable citizens to
KUPWARA, FEBRUARY 17: updating of cadastral maps under pending entries strictly as per conveniently access land-related
Regional Director, Land Records, the Digital India Land Records guidelines. He further instructed =~ documents online. The DC emphasized importance of proactive

officers to enhance coordination
among revenue officials to
resolve discrepancies and ensure
smooth implementation.
Highlighting the benefits of
digitization, he stated that the
initiative will improve
transparency, reduce litigation,

Baramulla, Riyaz Ahmad Sofi,
today conducted a detailed
review of the progress under the
ongoing digitization programme
in District Kupwara.

During the meeting, the
Regional Director assessed the
status of digitization of land

Modernization Programme
(DILRMP). He emphasized
accuracy, transparency, and
timely completion of the process
to strengthen public service
delivery.

The Regional Director
stressed maintaining data

The meeting was attended by
ADC Kupwara, Gulzar Ahmad
Khan; ADC Handwara, Javed
Naseem Masoodi; ACR Kupwara,
Peerzada Mumtaz Ahmad; SDM
Lolab, Dr. Mudassir Ahmad;
Tehsildar Kupwara, Niyaz Ahmad,
and other concerned officials.

handholdingand coordinated efforts by all stakeholders
toensure thataspiring entrepreneursreceive necessary
guidance, credit support.

The meeting was attended by ADDC Kupwara,
Mufti Fareed u din, Lead District Manager, Cluster
Head JK bank, AD Employment, Branch Managers of
various banks, and other concerned officers.

Dubjan Hosts Grand Dubjan Winter Carnival 2026 in Shopian, Showcasing Culture, Snow Sports, and Local Tourism Boost

m  HT NEWS NETWORK decorated and all -

SHOPIAN, FEBRUARY 17:
The scenic locale of Dubjan in
Shopian today came alive with
colour, culture and
enthusiasm as Winter
Carnival-II 2026 was
organised and celebrated with
great fervour by the
Department of Tourism in
collaboration with District
Administration Shopian.

The event was inaugurated
by Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Shopian, Shishir Gupta in
presence of district
administration officers and
officials from various
departments.

The venue was beautifully

®© 00 ©

arrangements ensured
smooth conduct of the mega
event. Marking the formal
inauguration, the Deputy
Commissioner released
pigeons into the air as a
symbol of peace, harmony and
communal brotherhood,
drawing applause from the
gathering.At the outset, the
Deputy Commissioner
inspected the stalls of various
departments showcasing their
schemes and initiatives for
public awareness and
outreach.On the occasion, a
bike rally was also flagged off
by the Deputy Commissioner
along with senior officers.
Cultural programmes

presented by the Tourism
department, District
Information Centre Shopian,
students of various
educational institutions added
vibrancy and traditional
charm to the carnival.

The Sports Department
organized several thrilling
activities including tug of war,
martial arts demonstrations,
races and other competitions,
witnessing enthusiastic
participation of youth and
local residents.

The event witnessed a
large turnout of visitors who
appreciated the coordinated
efforts of the District
Administration and Tourism
Department in making Winter

Carnival-II a grand success at
Dabjan.

The successful conduct of
Winter carnival-II at Dabjan is
district's growing reputation
as a winter tourism
destination and the collective
efforts of district
administration and local
community in making the
event more attractive and
memorable.

The Winter carnival-Il was
widely appreciated as a
significant initiative towards
promoting Dabjan as
emerging winter destination,
strengthening tourism
outreach and opening new
avenues for local economic
growth.

Traditional folk songs,
music skit and cultural
performances enthralled the
audience and showcased the
rich heritage and talent of the
region.Various other
recreational and adventure
activities including horse
riding, skiing, snow boarding,
snow tubing, snowmobile
rides and paragliding
attracted youth and visitors in
large numbers.

ADDC, Dr.Nasir Ahmad
Lone; SSP Traffic Rural
Kashmir, Ravinder Paul Singh;
ADC, Dr. Zakir Hussain Faaz,
civil and police officers
besides a large number of
people participated in the
event.
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CEO Anantnag organizes awareness program
on 'Road Safety Measures'

B HT NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG, FEBRUARY 17:
In alandmark initiative aimed at
reinforcing student safety and
promoting holistic development,
the Chief Education Office (CEO),
Anantnag successfully organized
a comprehensive One-Day
Awareness cum Sensitization
Programon “Road Safety Measures”
along with an intensive Training
Sessionon “Safeguarding of Mental
Well-being of Students” at the
Auditorium of Government Boys
Model Higher Secondary School
Bijbehara.

The programme was conducted
for Teacher Counsellors, HOIs, and
key educational stakeholders from
across District Anantnag.

Addressing the gathering,
the Chief Education Officer,
Anantnag delivered a
comprehensive and inspiring
address, highlighting the dual
responsibility of schools in
ensuring both physical safety
and psychological well-being of
students. He urged all HOIs and
Teacher Counsellors to strictly
enforceroad safety norms within
and outside school premises,

——/

conduct sustained awareness
drives, promote student-led safety

campaigns, and institutionalize

structured counselling

frameworks.

He further stressed that
safeguarding the mental well-being
of students, particularly adolescents
navigating complex social and
emotional transitions, is not merely
desirable but an educational
imperative in today’s rapidly
evolving environment.

The District Education
Planning Officer, Anantnag
underscored the alarming rise in
road accidents involving youth
and the growing mental health
challenges amongadolescents. He
emphasized that educational
institutions must serve as catalysts
inshapingresponsible road users
while fostering emotionally
resilient learners.

The technical session was
conducted by experts from Jammu
and Kashmir Traffic Police (Unit
Anantnag), and the ARTO Office
Anantnag. Detailed presentations
were delivered on critical road
safety measures including
compliance with traffic rules,
mandatory helmet and seatbelt
usage, prevention of underage
driving, pedestriansafety practices,
road signage awareness, and the
proactive role of educational

institutions in minimizing road
mishaps.

On the occasion, topper
students of the online essay
writingand painting competitions
on Road Safety Measures were
felicitated, recognizing their
creativity and commitment
towards promoting a culture of
responsible road use.

Real-life case studies and
district-level statistical insights
were shared tosensitize participants
aboutthegravity of traffic violations
and the urgent need for collective
vigilance.

The another session focused
onmental healthand student well-
being. Experts from Institute of
Mental Health and Neurosciences
Kashmirand Sub-District Hospital
Bijbehara, conducted
comprehensive and interactive
deliberations. The sessions covered
adolescent development, emotional
vulnerabilities, stress management,
behavioural concerns, early
identification of anxiety and
depression, crisis response
mechanisms,and theimportance
of empathetic and confidential
counselling practices within
schools.

Kupwara district covered under
LBDA: Javid Dar

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 17: Minister for Agriculture

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

livestock: Government

Free vaccination campaigns held across Bandipora
district to prevent post-calamity disease outbreaks among

paid to the farmers affected by 2025
floods in Bandipora district, under
SDRF norms.

No plans to de-notify Seer-Hamdan
Municipal Committee: Govt

m HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR FEB 17 : The government informed
the Legislative Assembly today that there is no proposal
to de-notify the Seer-Hamdan Municipal Committee.

Replying on behalf of the Chief Minister, Minister
for Education Sakeena Itoo informed the House that
the process of notifying Seer-Hamdan as a Municipal
Committee (MC) began in 1996 following
recommendations of the District Development
Commissioner, Anantnag.

After completing the necessary formalities, she
said, a notification inviting objections to declare
Seer-Hamdan as a town was issued vide SRO-190
dated 11-07-2005 and subsequently, Seer-Hamdan
was notified as aMunicipal Committee vide SRO-290
dated 04-07-2006.

“Since creation of the Municipal Committee,
significant infrastructure development has taken
place in the town,” the Minister informed the House
during Question Hour of the ongoing Budget Session
of the J&K Legislative Assembly.

In reply to a query raised by MLA Anantnag East
Reyaz Ahmad Khan, she stated that the projected
current population of Seer-Hamdan is approximately
11,064, compared to 8,233 recorded in Census 2011,
reflecting steady demographic growth.

Highlighting the town’s strategicand developmental
importance, she said Seer-Hamdan lies on the route
to the Shri Amarnathji Shrine. She added that the
broader policy framework across the country envisages
strengthening and upgrading the Urban Local Bodies,
including the transition from rural to urban status
and from Municipal Committees to Municipal Councils.

Further, she said that during the Municipal Elections
2018 and subsequent By-Elections 2020, all wards
of MC Seer-Hamdan elected their respective
representatives, reflecting sustained public participation
in urban governance.

The Assembly was also informed that Municipal
Committee Shangus was de-notified by the Government
vide SRO-126 dated 22-03-2013.

Followingits abolition, the Minister said, regular
staffborne onestablishment of the Municipal Committee
at the time of de-notification was redeployed to the
nearby Municipal Institutions for optimal utilization
of their services. Movable assets of the erstwhile

Production, Rural Development and Panchayati Raj,
Javid Ahmad Dar, stated that Kupwara district falls
under the Lolab-Bangus Development Authority
(LBDA) and functions as the Tourism Development
Authority (TDA) for the area, with its headquarters
at Kupwara.This was stated by the Minister in the
House while replying toa question raised by Legislator
Mir Saifullah, on behalf of Chief Minister, Omar
Abdullah.The Minister stated that Kupwara district
possesses vast tourism potential and is renowned
for its breathtaking natural beauty. He added that
the district is home to picturesque destinations like
Lolab Valley, Bangus Valley, Keran and several other
pristine locations. He added that that its unspoilt

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 17: The
Government today informed the House
that free vaccination campaigns were
held across Bandiporadistrictto prevent
disease outbreaks among livestock
after thelastyear’s floods and natural
calamities.

This was stated by Deputy Chief
Minister Surinder Kumar Choudhary,
while replying on behalf of the Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah, to a
question raised by Legislator
Nizamu-ud-Din Bhat in the
Legislative Assembly today.

The Deputy Chief Minister said that
the Department of Animal/Sheep
Husbandry conducted free vaccination
campaigns with 100 percent coverage

Municipal Committee were also distributed or
transferred to other Municipal Institutions/offices
as per functional requirements.

At the time of abolition of MC Shangus, she said,
ten(10) CPW (Sweepers)were workingin the Committee
who had been engaged purely on a temporary and
need basis, and such engagement did not confer any
right or claim for regular appointment.

However, she added that after five years of abolition
ofthe Municipal Committee, these 10 CPWsapproached
the High Court by filing SWP No. 2050/2018 titled
Mohammad Ashiq Sheikh & Others vs. State of J&K
seeking absorption/engagement as sweepers, which
is not being considered.

MLA Pahalgam Altaf Ahmed Wani raised
supplementary question, which was replied to by
the Minister.

Providingdetails onthereliefefforts,
he stated that the damage to crops
and livestock had been assessed by
the concerned departmentsand verified
by acommittee, adding that crop loss
wasreported on40 kanal ofland, and
the cases of 40 farmers had been
processed for compensation.

The Deputy CM also said that the
loss of livestock had been assessed for
21 beneficiaries. He added that for
support of affected farmers, Mobile
Veterinary Units had been kept
operational through a toll-free helpline
(1962), providing timely veterinary
and livestock healthcare services at
their doorsteps, he added.

against Footand Mouth Disease, Lumpy
SkinDisease,Haemorrhagic Septicaemia
and Black Quarter.

He added that free deworming
medicines were distributed among
the livestock owners to prevent post-
calamity disease outbreaks.

The Deputy Chief Minister also
stated thatRs.42,250 for crop loss and
Rs.84,000 for livestock loss have been

House mourns demise of Peerzada Ghulam
Ahmad Shah, Brij Mohan Sharma

100 % smart metering being implemented
in MC Hiranagar under RDSS: Govt

landscapes, rich cultural heritage and historical
significance offer the visitors an authentic Kashmiri
tourism experience.He further informed that a
considerable number of domestic tourists, along with
local visitors from different parts of Kashmir, have
beenvisiting areaslike Keran,Jamgand, Wagbal and
Dedikote in recent years due to their scenic charm
and growing popularity as offbeat tourist destinations.
He added that these villages do not fall under the
notified jurisdiction of any separate Tourism
Development Authority.

The Minister alsoinformed thatas Kupwaradistrict
is covered under the jurisdiction of the Lolab-Bangus
Development Authority (LBDA), there is no proposal
toestablish aseparate Tourism Development Authority
for the said areas.The Minister assured the House
that the government will consider all suggestions
put forth by the Legislator in future to ensure
development of tourist spots and the provision of
necessary facilities for the visitors.

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 17 The government
today informed that 100 percent smart
metering is being implemented in the
Municipal Committee (MC)Hiranagar under
the Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme
(RDSS).

Replying toaquestionraised by Legislator
Vijay Kumar in the House today, Minister
Javed Ahmad Ranainformed that the smart
meters have been installed for 77 percent
of consumers in the Municipal Committee
Hiranagar, while installation for the
remaining consumers is currently under
progress.

He wasreplyingonbehalfof ChiefMinister
Omar Abdullah.

The Minister said that the provision of
uninterrupted power supply is contingent
uponachieving 100 percent smart metering
and reducing Aggregate Technical and
Commercial (AT&C) losses below the
threshold of 15 percent, as per the Load
Curtailment Programme notified by the
Department.

“Once 100 percent smart metering is
achieved, all the consumers will be billed
strictly on the basis of actual energy
consumptionrecorded through smart meters
and billing on a flat-rate basis will be
completely discontinued,” apprised the
Minister.

The Minister said that under prevailing
JERC Tariff Orders, only those consumers
where smart meters are yet to be installed,
are being billed on a flat-rate basis.

“Thisarrangement is purely temporary
and shall continue only until smart meters
are installed for all such consumers,
where-after billing shall be undertaken
exclusively on a metered basis in
conformity with the regulations in force,”
he stated.

The Minister attributed the frequent
power cuts to scheduled load curtailment
under the Load Curtailment Programme
(LCP), linked to Aggregate Technical and
Commercial (AT&C)loss levels. Feeders with
15to40 percent billing efficiency face 3-hour
cuts, while those above 40 percent face
6-hour cuts.

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 17: The Jammu
and Kashmir Legislative Assembly today
paid high tributes to former Minister Peerzada
Ghulam Ahmad Shah and Former MLC Brij
Mohan Sharma on their demise.

Whilereadingout the obituary references
for the deceased public leaders, Speaker
Legislative Assembly, Abdul Rahim Rather
termed Peerzada Ghulam Ahmad Shah as
an able administrator with distinguished
public career, both inside and outside of
the Assembly.

He said Peerzada Ghulam Ahmad had
many stints as Minister with the former
governments headed by former Chief Minister
Dr. Farooq Abdullah.

He stated that Peerzada was first elected
to the Jammu and Kashmir Legislative
Assembly from the Devsar Constituency
in 1983 and served on several important
Committees of the House, including the
Public Accounts Committee, Public
Undertakings Committee and Committee
on Estimates. He was re-elected from the

same Constituency in 1987 and again in
1996.

The Speaker said that Peerzada Ghulam
Ahmad Shah was a distinguished public
figure and a committed Legislator who
devoted hislife to public service and welfare
ofthe people. He was widely respected for
his dedication, integrity and significant
contribution towards development of his
constituency and the Union Territory as a
whole, maintained the Speaker.

During his distinguished public career,
Peerzada Ghulam Ahmad Shah held several
importantpositions. He served as Member
of the Public Accounts Committee, Member
of the State Transport Authority and Member
of the Muslim Auqaf Trust.

Paying his tributes to Late Brij Mohan
Sharma, Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather said
the deceased was humble and disciplined
humanbeingand always remained grounded.

Beingamember of erstwhile Legislative
Council from March 17,2001, to March 16,
2007, thelate leader performed this service
purely for the sake of public welfare, without
expecting any reward from anyone.

DC Kathua reviews road safety measures on National Highway

B HT NEWS NETWORK

inspection and

that a detailed on-ground
technical

On-ground assessment conducted; engineering an

merging points and high-speed
corridors. Emphasis was laid

o

submission to
authorities

to facilitate

d fraffic management measures proposed

reduction in accident rates.
Pertinently, a committee

higher

KATHUA, FEBRUARY 17:
Deputy Commissioner Kathua,
Rajesh Sharma, today chaired
ameeting toreview identified
black spots on the National
Highway passing through the
district and to finalise a
comprehensive proposal for
submission to higher authorities
seeking necessary intervention
from stakeholders, including
the National Highways Authority
of India.

The meeting was informed

®© 00 ©

assessment of accident-prone
locations has been undertaken
along the 39-kilometre stretch
of the National Highway within
thedistrict. The exercise focused
onidentifying structural gaps,
traffic management steps and
other vulnerabilities
contributing to road mishaps.

The committee members
highlighted critical locations
witnessing frequent accidents,
particularly at cross sections,
junctions, link roads, tunnels,

on traffic channelisation,
installation of crash barriers
and ensuring adequate lighting
at vulnerable spots.
Deliberations were held on
short-term measures such as
installation of retro-reflective
signages, road markings, speed
calming interventions, caution
boards and improving visibility
at blind curves. Long-term

engineering solutions,
including geometric
corrections, widening of

bottlenecks, construction of
service lanes, strengthening
of shoulders and redesigning
of intersections, were also
discussed.

The Deputy Commissioner

directed the concerned
departments to compile field
inputs, technical observations
and photographic
documentationinto a detailed,
time-bound proposal for

approval and execution of
major corrective works by the
National Highways Authority
of India.

He further stressed close
coordination among PWD,
Traffic Police, Transport
Department and National
Highway representatives to
ensure immediate
implementation of feasible
safety measures, alongside
continuous monitoring of
identified black spots to assess

headed by the Superintending
Engineer, PWD Kathua, with
members including the
Regional Transport Officer,
District Traffic Inspector and
representatives of the National
Highways Authority of India,
has been constituted to
examine the black spots and
recommend remedial measures
to substantially curb road
accidents along the National
Highway stretch falling within
the district.
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Reopening of closed

tourist spots welcomed
by one and all

Political parties across the political spectrum
of Jammu & Kashmir have welcomed the deci-
sion of Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha of
reopening 14 tourist destinations across the union
territory. These tourist destinations were shut last
year in April after the Baisaran-Pahalgam car-
nage in which 25 tourists and a local guide fell
to the bullets of tourists and got killed. The inci-
dent evoked sharp criticism from the people as
well as political parties with alldemanding stern
action against the attackers.

OnMonday February 16, the Lieutenant Gov-
emor after thorough review of the law & order
situation ordered the reopening of these tourist
spofts located in both the Kashmir and Jammu
divisions. These tourist spots were temporarily
closed as a precautionary measure and over
the past few months the people in general and
more so those associated with the tourism sec-
torhave been demanding the reopening of the
closedtourist destinations. The decisiontoreopen
these closed tourist spots has come as a big
relief for these people.

In the Kashmir division 11 tourist spots have
been ordered to be reopened with immediate
effect. These include Yousmarg and Doodh-
pathriin Budgam; Dandipora Park in Kokernag,
Anantnag; Peer Ki Gali, Dubjan and Padpawan
in Shopian; Astanpora and Tulip Garden in Sri-
nagar; Thajwas Glacier and Hung Park in Gan-
derbal and Wullar/ Watlab in Baramulla. Three
tourist spots in Jammu division- Devi Pindi in
Reasi, Mahu Mangat in Ramban and Mughal
Maidan in Kishtwar have been ordered to be
reopened immediately.

Inthe order it has been said that three sites in
Kashmir division Gurez and Athwatoo in Ban-
dipora, Bangus in Kupwara and one site in
Jammu division Ramkund in Ramban will be
reopened once snow gefs cleared. Given the
fact that there has been negligent snowfall in
the union territory during this winter one can
expectthatthese three sites would be reopened
very soon. As such there would be more options
for both the locals as well as tourists to visit in
both the Kashmir and Jammu divisions of the
union territory.

One can hope that the upcoming tourist
season would be a great one with no setbacks
in store for the people. Since Kashmir is consid-
ered to be the ‘Paradise on Earth’ more and
more people want to come and enjoy the hos-
pitality at this place. Reopening of more tourist
destinations means that more options wouldbe
available for the tourists to come and enjoy.

Pam-ud-Din Reshi

B

E  SAHIL MANZOOR

The Kashmir Valley is one of the
most beautiful places in the world,
where many mystics, spiritual and
pious people, greatreligious preach-
ers, and true followers of Allah’s last
Messenger, Prophet Muhammad
(Peace Be Upon Him), came from
different corners of the globe to
preach his teachings to people of
different sects, races, colours, sexes,
and castes. There are thousands of
great Islamic scholars who have
played a pivotal role in guiding the
people of Kashmir towards peace and
prosperity and teaching them the
righteous way of life.

Baba Payam-ud-Din Reshi was
one ofthem, who played animmense
role in guiding people towards the
righteous path and worked tire-
lessly for the welfare of the people
until his last breath.

Baba Payam-ud-Din was born in
1411 into a noble family. His father
was a minister of the contemporary

ruler at Chander-Nau-Goan in the
region of Lar. It is believed that Baba
Payam-ud-Din was a nobleman of
high rank and a respected dignitary
in the royal court, and he lived a life
of ease and luxury. However, he pre-
ferred the company of saints and
sages and sought their blessings.

It is recorded that one day, while
riding a horse, he saw a line of ants
carrying food. He dismounted and
observed the ants very carefully. He

IR\

reflected on how these tiny creatures
were working hard to gather food for
the winter. He realized that while
even the small ants were preparing
forthe future, he himself was trapped
inworldly glamour and was unmind-
ful of life after death. The thought of
the hereafter weighed heavily on his
mind. As a result, he resigned from
his position, renounced his worldly
life, and went to Baba Zain-ud-Din
Reshi(RA), who guided him towards

prayers and meditation.

Baba Zain-ud-Din (RA) was born
into a non-Muslim family. His origi-
nal name was Ziya Singh of
Aishmugam. He was one of the prin-
cipaldisciples of Sheikh Noor-ud-Din
Noorani (RA), the first of the Rishis.
Among his four famous disciples were
Baba Bam-ud-Din “Nasar,” Baba
Nasar-ud-Din Reshi, Baba Zain-ud-
Din Reshi, and Baba Latif-ud-Din
Reshi (RA).

In his later years, on the instruc-
tions of Zain-ud-Din (RA), Baba
Payam-ud-Din moved to the village
of Ramboh. Like others of the Rishi
order, he performed miracles, helped
common people,and spread the mes-
sage of faith. Baba Payam-ud-Din is
famously known for building a fire
oven (Daan — a Kashmiri word for
fire oven) at his place. People came
fromfarand wide to plaster his Daan
and offer sacrifices. They still con-
tinue this tradition to seek the fulfill-
ment of their wishes.

Baba Payam-ud-Din died on 3rd
Zil Haj, 889 Hijri (according to the
Islamic calendar), and was buried at
a place 3 km from Tangmarg, near
Gulmarg. People from all corners of
Kashmirvisithis shrineinlarge num-
bers to pay their respects and seek
blessings.

sahilmanzoor0401@gmail.com
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Another great work done by the BRO!

B BY M S NAZKI

Hello darkness, my old friend, I've come to talk
with you again, because a vision softly creeping,
left its seeds while I was sleeping, and the vision
that was planted in my brain, still remains, within
the sound of silence!

The Border Roads Organization works 24x7 but
with sounds of silence!

The Border Roads Organisation (BRO), established
on May 7, 1960, is a premier statutory body under
India's Ministry of Defence that develops and main-
tains crucial road networks in border areas and
friendly neighboring countries. Led by the Director
General of Border Roads (DGBR), it ensures opera-
tional preparedness for the Armed Forces in chal-
lenging terrains.

Key Aspects of the BRO:

Mission: To provide high-quality, strategic infra-
structure, enhancing connectivity and defense
capabilities in border regions.

Scope: Operates across 19 states and 3 union
territories, with key projects in the North-East,
Jammu & Kashmir, and Ladakh, along with inter-
national projects in Bhutan, Myanmar, and Tajiki-
stan.

Structure: A unique amalgamation of civilian
and military personnel (General Reserve Engineer
Force - GREF).

Achievements: Constructed over 55,000 km of
roads, 450+ bridges, and 19 airfields by 2022.

Motto: ShramenaSarvam Sadhyam (Everything
is achievable through hard work).

With 18 projects, the BRO is considered the
"Agency of Choice" for executing critical infrastruc-
ture in the nation's most challenging terrains.

The story which someone gave me was, swift
response In extreme conditions! After heavy snow-
fallat ChattergalaPass, 69 RCC& 118 RCC of 35 BRTF
under ProjectSampark BROindia reopened the
strategic Bhaderwah - Bani - Basohli road (J&K),
restoring vital connectivity across the mountainous
region. Despite deep snow and harsh terrain near
Ashapatiglacier &KKailash foothills, the 65 km stretch
was cleared well ahead of schedule, ensuring safe
movement of essential vehicles and commuters.
All-weather connectivity, ensured!

But I decided to put in some more inputs into it
and they go something like this:

Let us first talk about Project Sampark:

Project Sampark, established by the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO)on January 1, 1975, is a premier
infrastructure project focused on constructingand
maintaining strategic road networks in the border
districts of Jammu and Kashmir, along with parts
of Punjab and Himachal Pradesh. It manages over
3,000 km of roads, including critical high-altitude
routes, facilitating military mobility and socio-
economic development.

Key aspects of Project Sampark include:

Strategic Connectivity: It plays a vital role in
connecting remote areas to the mainstream, improv-
ing security, and fostering regional development.

Major Projects: Known for building crucial
infrastructure such as the Bhagal-Mohr-Gul, Baso-
li-Bani-Bhaderwah, and Nagrota byPass roads. It
also handles critical tunnel works, such as the
Bhimber Gali tunnel, and maintains key airfields
like Rajouri.

Operational Area: The jurisdiction spans from
the Pir Panjal Range in the north to Pathankot in
the south, covering districts like Poonch, Rajouri,
Jammu, Udhampur, and Doda.

Headquartered in Jammu, it is one of the oldest
and most vital BRO projects in the region, focusing
onstrengthening the nation’sborderinfrastructure.

About: Lt. General Harpal Singh , Director Gen-
eral BRO:

LtGenHarpal Singh assumed charge asthe 29th
Director General Border Roads (DGBR), marking
the formal taking over of the reins of the Border
Roads Organisation (BRO).

Lt Gen Harpal Singh was commissioned into the
CorpsofEngineersinJune 1991. During hisillustri-
ous career spanning more than three decades, he
has held a wide range of command, staff and lead-
ership appointments across diverse operational
environments.

Prior to assuming the appointment of Director
General Border Roads, the General Officer held a
senior leadership appointment, wherein he made
notable contributions towards strengthening engi-
neering capabilitiesand infrastructure development,
the BRO. On assuming charge the new DGBR laud-
ed the tireless efforts, professionalism and com-
mitment of all ranks and CPLs of BRO.

On the occasion of New Year 2026, DGBR con-
veyed his heartfelt greetings and best wishes to all
personnel, saluting their steadfast service to the
Nation and wishing everyone a safe, successfuland
fulfilling New Year.

Under the DGBR’sdynamicand inspiring leader-
ship, Border Roads Organisation will continue to
scale greater heights and achieve bigger milestones,
the spokesperson added further.

Raised on May 7, 1960, Border Roads Organisa-
tion has been at the forefront of developing strate-
gic infrastructure in some of the most remote,
inhospitable and challenging regions of the country.

In support of nation building and enhancement
of the operational preparedness of the Armed
Forces, BRO has constructed over 63,700 km of
roads, 1,179 bridges, seven tunnels and twenty-two
airfields, significantly contributing to improved
connectivity and socio-economic development of
border areas.

Working in the most challenging terrains and
extreme weather conditions, BRO personnel con-
sistently display unwavering dedication, resilience
and high morale, strengthening critical infrastruc-
ture that directly contributes to national security
and the socio-economic development of the Nation.

Inrestless dreamsIwalked alone, narrow streets
of cobblestone, 'neath the halo of a street lamp, I
turned my collar to the cold and damp, when my
eyes were stabbed by the flash of a neon light, that
split the night, And touched the sound of
silencel............. A soldier from BRO!

The strategic Bhaderwah-Pathankot road was

restored for vehicular traffic on Sunday evening
after remaining blocked for several hours due to a
snow avalanche at Baingoth in Doda district, even
as the 118 Roads Construction Company (RCC) of
the Border Roads Organisation (BRO)alsoreopened
the Bhaderwah-Bani-Basohli National Highway
following heavy snowfall at Chattergala Pass.

Chattergala Pass is a high-altitude mountain
pass located at 3,200 meters in the Jammu region
of Jammu and Kashmir, connecting the Bani area
(Kathua district) with Bhaderwah (Doda district).
Situated in the Chamba-Doda mountain ranges, it
offers sceniclandscapes with alpine meadows, deep
forests, and heavy snowfall, with a proposed km
tunnel aimed at providing all-weather connectiv-
ity.

Key Aspects of Chattergala Pass:

Location & Connectivity: The pass sits on the
Bhaderwah-Chattergala axisin the Greater Hima-
layas. It acts asavital link between the Kathua and
Doda districts.

Geography & Climate: Known forits challenging
terrain, the pass is often closed in winter due to
heavy snow accumulation, sometimes requiring
massive clearance operations by the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO).

Infrastructure (Chattergala Tunnel): A planned
6.8 km tunnel is expected to reduce travel time
between Lakhanpur and Doda to four hours, sig-
nificantly improving regional connectivity.

Tourism & Biodiversity: The regionis known for
itsscenic, untouched beauty, alpine grasslands, and
biodiversity, including wildlife like Himalayan
Monal and Musk Deer. It is a part of the trekking
route from Bani to Bhaderwabh.

Strategic Importance: The pass is strategically
significant forbothlocal transportationand military
logistics in the region.

The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) plays a
crucial role in Jammu & Kashmir by constructing
and maintaining strategic roads, bridges, and tun-
nels under projects like Project Beacon and Project
Sampark. They ensure year-round connectivity,
including snow clearance on high-altitude passes
like Zojila, facilitating both defense logistics and
civilian access in challenging terrain.

Key details regarding BRO's work in J&K:

Infrastructure Development: BRO manages over
2,963 Km of roads under Project Sampark and has
constructed over 4,000 Km under Project Beacon,
connecting remote areas.

Strategic Projects: Key projectsinclude construct-
ing, maintaining, and upgrading critical roads,
bridges, and tunnels, such as the Mughal Road and
Bhaderwah-Bani-Basohli road.

Snow Clearance & Connectivity: BRO, notably
through Project Beacon, ensures the quick reopen-
ing of strategic passes like Zojila (achieving 32-day
clearancein 2025)and maintains mountain passes
toavoid isolation. Socio-Economic Impact: Projects
like Beacon provide employment to over 7,000
locals, supporting regional development.

Operational Challenges: Working in high-alti-
tude, mountainous, and harsh climatic conditions,
including severe snow and avalanches, to ensure
military and civilian connectivity.

The BRO's persistent work is integral to main-
taining, connecting, and securing the border areas
of Jammu & Kashmir.
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Rumi Naazir:

The Quiet Revolution of a Young Woman from Pulwama

m SHAHNAWAZ NAZIR

In the quiet village of Gulzarpora in
South Kashmir’s Pulwamadistrict, where
life moves to the rhythms of orchards,
prayer calls, and close-knit community
traditions, leadershipis not somethingone
easily associates with young women. Here,
expectations are often modest, dreams
carefully measured, and public life rarely
designed for girls.

Yet from these very lanes emerged a
voice that refused to be confined.

Rumi Nazir did not raise slogans or
chase the spotlight. Instead, she built her
path quietly — through education, disci-
pline, and relentless consistency — until
the same society that once questioned her
presence beganto celebrate herleadership.

Today, she stands as one of South Kash-
mir’s most recognized youth leaders and
advocates for women’s empowerment,
reshaping what possibility looks like for
an entire generation.

Growing up in a socially conservative
rural environment, Rumi’s childhood was
marked by the invisible boundaries that
many Kashmiri girls understand too well.
Mobility was limited. Public engagement
was scrutinized. Ambition, especially for
girls, was often mistaken for rebellion.
Every stepinto the outside world required
courage.

But what she had was stronger than
circumstance: a deep belief in education
and the unwavering support of her family.

From an early age, she distinguished
herselfin the classroom. A consistent aca-
demic topper, Rumi approached studies
not merely as a requirement but as a tool
of liberation. Her years at Jawahar Navo-

daya Vidyalaya, Srinagar, became forma-
tive, shaping her discipline,independence,
and leadership skills. The residential envi-
ronment taught her self-reliance and con-
fidence — qualities that would later define
her public life.

She went on to pursue a Bachelor’s
degree in Mass Communication and Jour-
nalism from Women'’s College, University
of Kashmir, graduating as a journalism
topper. Later, she completed a Master’s
degree in English Literature, combining
technical media expertise with literary
depth — a rare and powerful blend that
sharpened both her voice and vision.

Even before she completed her gradu-
ation, her promise drew national attention.
During her final year, her journey and work
were featured in The Indian Express,arare
achievement for a student fromrural South
Kashmir. It was an early sign that her
story was larger than her surroundings.

Then came a defining milestone.

In 2019, at just 20 years of age, Rumi
secured agovernment position —anaccom-
plishment many spend years preparing
for.Shejoined the Youth Servicesand Sports
DepartmentasaMedia Coordinator, step-
pingintoarole that perfectly aligned with
her skills and purpose.

Over the years, she has built more than
acareer; she hasbuiltaplatform for change.

With experience across print, digital,
and electronic media, Rumi has docu-
mented youth initiatives, sports move-
ments, and grassroots stories across the
Union Territory. Her work spans photog-
raphy, editing, production, narration, and
strategic communication. Through her
lens and words, countless young achievers
have found visibility.

Butwhat sets her apartis what she does
beyond her official responsibilities.

Recognizing that Kashmir’s youth often
struggle between opportunity and uncer-
tainty, she began conceptualizing and
leading youth-driven platforms —includ-
ing leadership summits and community
programmes across South Kashmir. These
initiatives focusondiscipline, civicengage-

ment, sports participation, and construc-
tive nation-building.

Heraimis simple yet profound: toredi-
rect young energy toward purpose.

For many participants, these platforms
became their firstexposure to confidence,
teamwork,and public expression. For Rumi,
they became proof that change begins at
the grassroots.

Equally central to her mission is wom-
en’s empowerment — not as a slogan, but
as lived action.

Having personally faced resistance for
steppinginto mediaand publicspaces, she
understands the silent battles Kashmiri

girls fight daily: the fear of judgment, the
weight of tradition, the constant negotia-
tion for permission. Instead of merely
speaking about these barriers, she works
to dismantle them.

Through mentorship, guidance, and
example, she encourages girls to pursue
education, journalism, sports,and leader-
ship roles. Many families who once hesi-
tated now send their daughters forward
with confidence — often citing Rumi as
their inspiration.

Sportsremainone of her strongest tools
of transformation.

A handball player herself, she believes

the playing field can achieve what speech-
es cannot. Sports build confidence, resil-
ience, and leadership. They teach girls to
claim space — physically and socially. Under
herencouragement, many young girls who
once stayed on the sidelines now step onto
courts and fields with pride.

Her contributions have earned wide
recognition. She has received a Parliamen-
tary Award from MP Chirag Paswan, a
Young Leader Award from the Lieutenant
Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, and
nearly sixty honors from civil, educa-
tional, and security institutions. Beyond
leadership, she is also a national awardee
insinging — a reminder that strength and
creativity often walk hand in hand.

Yet, despite the accolades, she remains
grounded — focused not on titles, but on
impact. Looking ahead, Rumi plans to pur-
suelegal studies todeepen her understand-
ingof governance and policy. Her long-term
vision is to contribute to public leadership
at a structural level, advocating for youth
development, women’s rights, and social
justice.

Her journey is not merely personal
success; it is representation.

It tells every girl in a small village that
her dreams are valid. It tells every family
thatdaughters canlead.It tells society that
leadership does not always come loudly
— sometimes it grows quietly, steadily,
until it transforms everything around it.

And when asked what she would say
to young girls who hesitate to dream, her
words carry the simplicity of truth:

“Your background does not define your
potential. Stay consistent, investin educa-
tion,and don’t be discouraged by criticism.
Change is slow, but perseverance earns
respect and opens doors for others.”

In a region often defined by its chal-
lenges, Rumi Nazir represents something
rarer and stronger — possibility.

Not a rebellion.

Not a spectacle.

But a quiet revolution.

nawazrather786@gmail.com

A Narrative of Endurance: A Soldier at His Home in Kashmir

m DR. RATAN BHATTACHARJEE

In the high valleys of Kashmir, where
snow rests onrooftopslike aquiet blessing
and the mountains stand as ancient sen-
tinels, life moves with a strange mixture
of beauty and anxiety. For the family of a
soldier posted there, every sunrise carries
both pride and apprehension. The outside
world sees uniforms, medals, and ceremo-
nies, butinside amodest quarteroratem-
porary rented house lives a family whose
daily routine is shaped not by ordinary
domestic concerns but by uncertainty.
Their story is rarely written in headlines.
Itexistsinwaiting,insilence, in unfinished
conversations, and in prayers whispered
before sleep.

A soldier’s family does not live in war,
yetwar never leaves them. The soldier may
patrol distantridges or guard a checkpoint,
but thereal battlefield for the family is the
mind. A mother wakes before dawn to
prepare tea, not merely out of habit but
because she cannot sleep deeply. Every
sound at night—a barking dog, a distant
vehicle,asudden knock—createsamoment
of fear. The telephone becomes both a
comfort and a source of dread. When it
rings unexpectedly, the heart beats faster.
For others, a call means communication;
forthem, it may meannews thatcanchange
life forever.

Children in such families grow up ear-
lier than their age. They learn to read the
expressions on their mother’s face. If she
quietly switches on the television to watch
news channels, they understand something
serious has happened somewhere in the
valley. They do not always ask questions.
They have learned that silence sometimes
protects parents from breaking down. A
school assignment about “My Father”
becomesacomplex emotional task. While
other children write about evening walks

or help with homework, the soldier’s child
writes about courage and distance. He or
she proudly says, “My father protects the
country,” but at night may hug the pillow
and whisper, “Come backsoon.” The wives
of soldiers carry a particularly heavy
responsibility. They are not only partners
but guardians of emotional balance in the
household. They must manage finances,
education of children, communication
withrelatives,and social obligations. When
relatives ask casually, “Is he safe there?”
she smilesand says yes, though she herself
does not know. She learns resilience qui-
etly. Thereisnoapplause for her endurance,
yet she performs a role that requires
remarkable strength. She cannot display
fear because children watch her for reas-
surance. Her courage is silent, practical,
and continuous.

LifeinKashmiradds another dimension.
The natural beauty of the regionis breath-
taking: saffron fields in autumn, almond
blossoms in spring, and snowy silence in
winter. Yet beneath this serenity lies ten-
sion. The family becomes familiar with
security checks, identification cards, and
restricted movement. Evening outings are
limited. Markets close early. Festivals are
celebrated modestly. Even joy learns dis-
cipline. When snowfall blocks roads and
communication lines weaken, the distance
between soldier and family feels immea-
surable. A simple message saying “I am
fine” becomes more precious thanany gift.

Festivals illustrate the emotional real-
ity vividly.On Diwali, Eid, or Independence
Day, families decorate their homes, but a
chair remains empty. The children insist
on lighting candles or diyas because their
father would want them to celebrate. The
wife prepares his favorite dish even when
heis milesaway,almostasaritual of hope.
Sometimes avideo call briefly bridges the
gap.Thesoldier appearsonasmallscreen,
smiling despite exhaustion. For a few min-
utesthe house fillswith laughter, then the
connection drops, leaving behind a deep-
er silence than before.

The elderly parents of soldiers experi-
ence a different kind of waiting. Having
already lived through decades of struggle,
they now measure time by news bulletins.
They pray daily, often avoiding discussions

about conflict. When neighbors discuss
politics or security situations, they qui-
etly change the topic. Their fear is not
ideological; it is personal. They know that
behind every statisticisahumanlife. They
have taught their son bravery, yet they
privately ask destiny for mercy. Economic
aspects also shape the family’s life. While
a soldier receives salary and benefits, the
financial comfort is not always sufficient
to compensate emotional cost. Frequent
transfers prevent long-term planning. Chil-
dren change schools often. Friendships are
interrupted. The family learns adaptability,
packing belongings repeatedly, creating
temporary homes in unfamiliar places. The
concept of “home” becomes emotional
rather than geographical. Wherever the
soldier’s memory resides becomes home.

Neighbors andlocal communities some-
times form a support network. In military
housing areas, wives of different soldiers
share responsibilities and anxieties. They
celebrate birthdays together, help during
illness, and console one another during
difficult times. Their conversations rarely
include dramatic language. Instead, they
discussroutine matters—school fees, gro-
cery prices, weather—yet beneath these
ordinary exchanges lies a shared under-
standing. They do not need to explain fear;
each already knows it. Children raised in
such environments develop a unique
patriotism. It is not loud or aggressive but
intimate. They understand the meaning
of sacrifice not from textbooks but from
absence. When they see the national flag,
they remember missed birthdays, post-
ponedvacations,and their mother’s patient
smile. Many of them choose disciplined
careers, influenced by the atmosphere in
which they grew up. Yet they also carry
emotional sensitivity. They value letters,
photographs, and memories more than
material possessions.

Communication technology has
changed some aspects of their lives. Mobile
phones and messaging apps allow more
frequent contact than in earlier decades.
Ashorttext message—“Reached safely” or
“On duty tonight”—can ease hours of
worry. However, connectivity is notalways
reliable in mountainous terrain. When
communication stops abruptly, imagina-

tion fills the gap. The family learns to live
with incomplete information, a psycho-
logical exercise requiring immense
patience. During times of heightened ten-
sion, curfews or operationsrestrict move-
ment. Schools may close temporarily.
Families stay indoors, listening to distant
sounds they cannot interpret. The wife
avoids showing anxiety but constantly
checks the phone. She keeps the television
volume low so childrendo not hear disturb-
ingreports.She becomesboth motherand
emotional shield, absorbing fear soitdoes
not reach the young minds around her.

Yet despite these hardships, moments
of pride sustain them. When the soldier
returnson leave, the household transforms.
Laughter replaces caution. The children
show school notebooks, the wife recounts
everydayincidents,and the parents prepare
favorite meals. Simple activities—walking
in a market, visiting relatives, sitting
together for tea—acquire extraordinary
value. Leave days pass quickly, and depar-
ture day arrives too soon. The farewell at
arailway station or airportis a silent ritu-
al. No one cries openly. Smiles are main-
tained until the soldier disappears from
sight. Only afterward do tears flow.

Society often celebrates soldiers on
national occasions, but the everyday sac-
rifices of their families remain largely
unnoticed. These families do not demand
recognition. Their satisfaction lies in the
soldier’s safe return and the knowledge
that their patience supports a larger duty.
Their contributionisemotional infrastruc-
ture; without their stability, the soldier
could not perform his duty with concentra-
tion. In Kashmir particularly, where the
landscape is both paradise and frontier,
the soldier’s family lives between hope
and apprehension. They learn to appreci-
ate small joys: a letter received, a festival
spent together, a snowfall watched from
a window, a sudden leave granted. Life
teaches them gratitude in modest forms.
They do not take ordinary peace for grant-
ed because they understand its cost.

The psychological dimension deserves
attention. Continuous uncertainty creates
stress, yet it also develops resilience. Chil-
dren become empathetic adults. Wives
acquire leadership qualities. Parents cul-

tivate spiritual acceptance. Their lives
illustrate that courage is not only on the
battlefield; italso residesin waiting, trust-
ing, and continuing daily routines despite
fear.Education and routine become coping
mechanisms. The wife ensures children
attend school regularly, believing nor-
malcy protects their minds. Homework,
household chores, and storytelling at night
create stability. Stories told before sleep
often include the father as a heroic yet
gentle figure, reinforcing emotional con-
nection even during absence.

The soldier himself draws strength from
his family’s composure. Knowing that his
family manages difficulties bravely allows
himtofocusonduty.Thus, asilent partner-
ship exists across distance: he guards
borders while they guard hope. Each
dependsonthe other’s courage.When, after
months, he returns safely, celebration is
simple but heartfelt. There are no grand
ceremonies, only home-cooked meals,
shared memories, and long conversations.
The family does not speak much about fear
endured. Instead, they speak about future
plans—education, weddings, small jour-
neys—because hope is their chosen lan-
guage. Thelife ofasoldier’s family in Kash-
mir is therefore a narrative of endurance
shaped by love. It is a story of ordinary
people living extraordinary emotional
lives. They do not carry weapons, yet they
fight despair daily. They do not stand at
checkpoints, yet they guard faith. Their
heroism is quiet, continuous, and rarely
documented. In the stillness of the valley,
beneath the watchfulmountains, they keep
a lamp of patience burning, believing that
beyond every uncertain night there will be
amorning when the soldier walks through
the door again, and for that moment alone
every sacrifice becomes meaningful.

International Tagore Awardee Dr.
Ratan Bhattacharjee is a former
Affiliate Faculty Virginia
Commonwealth University & Retd.
Associate Professor and Head Post
Graduate Dept of English Dum Dum
Motijheel College, and President
Kolkata Indian American Society
Email profratanbhattacharjee@gmail.
com
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The Importance of Sleep

m DR. SURINDERPAL SINGH

Sleep is a fundamental biological
necessity that is essential for physical
restoration, cognitive functioning, emo-
tional stability, and overall health. Far
from being a passive state, sleep is an
active and highly organized physiolog-
ical process regulated by complex inter-
actions between the brain, the endocrine
system, the immune system, and the
body’s circadian rhythms. Modern
medical science recognizes healthy sleep
as one of the three pillars of health,
alongside balanced nutrition and regu-
lar physical activity. However, chronic
sleepdeprivation hasemerged asamajor
public health concern worldwide, con-
tributing to a wide range of physical,
psychological,and metabolic disorders.

Physiologically, sleep performs mul-
tiplerestorative and regulatory functions.
During deep sleep in particular, the brain
undergoes essential repair processes.
Neural connections formed during the
day are reorganized, strengthened, or
pruned, thereby facilitating learning and
memory consolidation. Sleep also playsa
crucial role in clearing metabolic waste
products from the brain, including neu-
rotoxic substances that accumulate dur-
ingwakinghours.Inaddition, sleepregu-
latesthe secretionof several key hormones.
Growthhormone,whichisvitalfor tissue
repair and development, is released pre-
dominantly duringdeep sleep.Melatonin
governsthecircadianrhythmandsignals
the body when it is time to rest. Cortisol,
the stress hormone, follows a daily cycle
that is closely linked to sleep patterns.
Hormones such as leptin and ghrelin,
which control appetite, arealsoregulated
by adequate sleep. When sleep is dis-
rupted, hormonal imbalance may occur,
increasing the risk of obesity, diabetes,
and metabolic syndrome.

Sleep further strengthens the
immune system by promoting the pro-
ductionof cytokines and antibodies that
help the body fight infections. Insuffi-
cient sleep weakens immune defenses,
makingindividuals more susceptible to
illnesses and slowing recovery. Cardio-
vascular health is also closely tied to
healthy sleep patterns. Proper sleep
helps maintain blood pressure regula-
tion, heart rate variability, and vascular
repair mechanisms. Poor sleep hasbeen
strongly associated with hypertension,
heartdisease, and stroke. Equally impor-
tant is sleep’s role in emotional and
psychological stability. Adequate sleep
supports mood regulation, emotional
processing, and stress resilience, while
chronic insomnia is closely linked to
anxiety disorders, depression, irritabil-
ity, and impaired coping ability.

Despite its importance, numerous
health issues can disturb sound sleep.
Psychological factors such as stress, anx-
iety,depression, excessive mental stimu-
lation, and trauma-related disorders
increasebrainarousaland makeitdifficult
to initiate or maintain sleep. Various
medical conditions also interfere with
normal sleep patterns. Chronic pain dis-
orderssuchasarthritisand fibromyalgia,

respiratory diseasesincludingasthmaand
sleep apnea, gastroesophageal reflux
disease, neurological disorders, and hor-
monal imbalances such as thyroid dys-
function or menopause can significantly
disrupt rest. Sleep apnea, in particular,
causesrepeated breathing interruptions,
leading to fragmented sleep and reduced
oxygen supply.

Lifestyle and behavioral habits fur-
ther influence sleep quality. Irregular
sleep schedules, excessive screen expo-
sure before bedtime, consumption of
caffeine, nicotine, or alcohol, sedentary
lifestyles, and heavy meals late at night
canallinterfere with restful sleep. Blue
light emitted from electronic devices
suppresses melatonin production and
delays sleep onset. Environmental fac-
tors such as noise pollution, excessive
light, uncomfortable temperatures,and
poorbedding conditionsalso contribute
tosleepdisturbances. Additionally, aging
naturally alterssleep architecture, often
resultinginlighter sleep, frequentawak-
enings, and reduced deep sleep.

Adequate sleep offers numerous ben-
efits.Itenhances memory, concentration,
and learning capacity, strengthens
immune defenses, supports cardiovas-
cular and metabolic health, promotes

emotional balance and mental clarity,
facilitates tissue repairand muscle recov-
ery, maintains hormonal equilibrium,
reduces theriskof chronicdiseases,and
improves productivity and decision-
making abilities. However, both insuf-
ficient and excessive sleep can have
negative consequences. Sleep depriva-
tionleadstofatigue, daytime sleepiness,
impaired cognitive performance, mood
disturbances, increased risk ofaccidents,
weakened immunity, obesity, diabetes,
hypertension, heart disease, and hor-
monalimbalance. Conversely, excessive
sleep, or hypersomnia, may be associ-
ated with depression, chronic fatigue,
metabolic dysfunction, increased car-
diovascular risk, and reduced physical
activity. Therefore, maintaining an opti-
mal sleep duration of approximately
seven tonine hours foradultsis essential.
Sleep is not merely a period of rest
but a vital biological process necessary
for survival, health maintenance, and
optimal functioning. It plays a central
role in brain health, immune compe-
tence, hormonal balance, cardiovascu-
lar stability, and emotional well-being.
Intoday’s era of digital overstimulation,
chronic stress, and irregular lifestyles,
sleep disorders are becoming increas-
ingly prevalent and pose serious long-
term health risks. Promoting healthy
sleep habits throughregular sleep sched-
ules, reduced screen exposure, physical
activity, stress management,and a con-
ducive sleep environment is essential
for safeguarding individual and public
health. Recognizing sleep as a medical
necessityrather thanaluxuryisacrucial
step toward preventing disease and
enhancing overall quality of life.

The author is a Faculty, Science
Department Sri Amritsar Sahib
Punjab

Private Hospitals
Must Make Healthcare
Affordable: Mirwaiz

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB 17: Kashmir Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, on
Tuesday, called upon private sector hospitals operating in
Kashmir Valley to ensure that medical treatment remains
affordable and accessible to the common people.

Speaking to reporters at Amandeep BR Medcity after
interacting with doctors and patients, Mirwaiz said that
health is not a luxury but a basic necessity, and private
healthcare institutions must align their services with the
needs of the economically weaker sections of society.

He stressed that while the expansion of modern and
upgraded hospitalsis the need of the hour, affordability must
remain central to health-
caredelivery. “Healthcare
is extremely important
forevery segment of soci-
ety. Private hospitals can
play a significant role in
assisting poor and com-
mon people, but their
rates should be such that
their presence is genu-
inely felt on the ground,”
he said.

Mirwaiz underlined
that rising medical
expenses have become a
matter of concern for
many familiesin the Val-
ley and urged hospital
administrations to adopt
patient-friendly policies that balance quality care with
reasonable pricing.

He also appreciated the initiative taken by Ujala Cygnus
Hospital for introducing health cards for Imams, describing
itas a positive and thoughtful step. He expressed hope that
the coverage under such schemes would be extended to
include the families of clerics as well, thereby providing
broader social support.

During his visit, Mirwaiz interacted with healthcare
professionals and patients, and discussed issues related to
medical facilities and patient care standards.
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A Special Tribute to
Peerzada Ghulam Ahmad Shah

Tributes Pour In for Veteran NC Leader and Former
Minister Peerzada Ghulom Ahmad Shah

B KOUSAR GULL

ANANTNAG, FEB 17: The passing
of Peerzada Ghulam Ahmad Shah on
February 13, 2026, in Jammu after a
prolonged illness has left a profound
void in the political and social life of
Jammu and Kashmir. Born on January
27,1937, Peerzada Sahibdevoted more
than six decades to public service,
earningrespectacross partylines for
hisintegrity,accessibility,and unwav-
ering commitment to the people.

His political journey beganin 1960
under the guidance of Sheikh Abdul-
lah, the Sher-e-Kashmir. During the
Maz-Raj Shumari period, he served
as Tehsil President Doru when the
Jammu and Kashmir National Confer-

his pivotal role in securing land for
the Eidgah and the Markazi Jamia
Masjid through persistent efforts in
publicinterest. He also played a deci-
sive role in shifting the proposed
Railway Station site from Ujroo to
Qazigund—anintervention that ben-
efited thousands—following the foun-
dation stone laid earlier by former
Prime Minister I. K. Gujral. During his
tenure, Qazigund witnessed major
public infrastructure including the
Emergency Hospital, Munsif Court,
R&B Division, PHE Division, Treasury,
and several other landmark projects.
After the devastating 1995 floods, as
many as 36 damaged bridges in
Devsar constituency were recon-
structed in 1996 through his con-

ence wasactive.Rising through grass-
roots politics, he was elected Block
President for Devsar constituency
and later served as Babpar Mandal
President for Qazigund town and
AugafPresident Qazigund—roles that
shaped his deep connect with the
masses.

A seasoned administrator, Peer-
zada Ghulam Ahmad Shah held sev-
eralkey positions,including Chairman
of the Central Cooperative Bank and
Chairman of the Public Accounts
Committee of Jammu and Kashmir.
He was elected as MLA from Devsar
constituency three times—in 1983,
1987, and 1996—and was inducted
into the State Cabinet as Minister for
Hajj, Auqaf, and Floriculture, before

being entrusted with the Forest port-
folio. As Forest Minister, he was
widely known for his firm stance on
protecting state forest property and
preventing encroachments, setting
benchmarks for transparent gover-
nance.

In 1994, he was elected Provincial
President and Member of the Central
Working Committee of the National
Conference. Recognizing his senior-
ity and lifelong dedication, party
president Farooq Abdullah nomi-
nated him as Vice President of the
National Conference in 2004.

Beyond politics, Peerzada Sahib’s
legacy is etched in transformative
development. Local resident Fayaz
Ahmad Wani of Qazigund recalled

certed efforts.

Thousands of mourners—political
workers, religious scholars,and lead-
ers from various parties—joined the
funeral prayers. Prominent among
themwere Patron Darul-Uloom Rehi-
miaBandipora, Hazrat Molana Rehm-
at-ullaha Qasmi Sahib, National Con-
ference leadership, legislators, and
senior political figures.

The demise of Peerzada Ghulam
Ahmad Shah marksthe end ofanera.
Hewill be remembered asa principled
leader, a compassionate public ser-
vant, and a visionary statesman
whose lifelong service uplifted insti-
tutions and communities alike. His
legacy will continue to inspire gen-
erations..

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly written as RAFIQA BEGUM W/O
ABDUL RASHID KOLAS in my Bank Account bearing account No
...0075040800000448 while my correct name is RAFEEQA BEGUM
W/O BASHIR AHMAD POSWAL R/O ..BANDI BALA which needs to
be corrected if anybody having any objection in this regard he/
she may file his/her objection in the office of J & KBANK , BRANCH
CHANDUSA within seven days from the publication of this notice
after that no objection will be entertained

Name....RAFEEQA BEGUM.

W/O ....BASHIR AHMAD POSWAL
R/O....BANDI BALA
DISTT....BARAMULLA

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of FAHMEEDA BANO S/O BILAL AHMAD
WANI R/O WARIPORA BALA for the issuance of Dependent

certificate
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned .The report of patwari halga
concerned and the death certificate issued by competent Authority
reveals that BILAL AHMAD WANI S/O AB AHAD WANI R/O WARIPORE
Bala Tehsil kreeri has passed away on 04/12/2025

Moreover family structure of the applicant is as under

1... FAHMEEDA BANO wife 38 years H/W widow

2..ABRAR BILAL WANI son 15 years student unmarried

3...MUZZAFAR BILAL son 09 years student minor

4....KATIFA SHOWKAT daughter 08 years student. //

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Dependent certificate
in favour of FAHMEEDA BANO if anyone have any objection to the
issuance of delay order of said certificate certificate shall present
his/her claim this office within 07 days, after that no objection shall
be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application MOMIN MOHI UD DIN & SHAZIYA MOHI
UD DIN D/O GHULAM MOHI UD DIN HAJAM R/O DOLIPORA
Tehsil KREERI for the issuance of OBC ( Other Backward classes
in favor of applications

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of OBC in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicant is currently residing in the village of DOLIPORA of
Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the HAJAM community having annual
income 116000 // ( One lack sixteen thousand ) the details of
family of the applicant are as fallows

1...GHULAM MOHI UD DIN Father 42 years Labour

2.MEHMOODA BEGAM Mother 38 years Housewife

3... SHAZIYA MOHI UD DIN applicant 19 years student

4.. MOMIN MOHI UD DIN applicant 18 years student

5...QURAT UL AIN 10 years student

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Public Notice

This is certificate that Aijaz Ahmad Bhat lost number plate of
motor cycle scooty while travelling on the way towards journey
Arath to budgam with no JKO1A K 9263 . If any body has any
objection regarding it, they will invoke Rti office srinagar with in
the period of seven days , after completion of said period , no
obection will be entertained .

Aijaz Ahmad Bhat

S/o Abdul khaliq Bhat

R/o srinagar Gpo jammu and kashmir 190001
Addhar number 478041953103

number plat no : JKO1A

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

Office Of The Executive Engineer (R&B) Division Tangmarg

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER (CIVIL WORKS) | NIT NO: 134/R&B OF 2025-26 | DATED: 17-02-2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved
and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways sand other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S.  [Name of Work Adv. Cost Cost of T/Doc. |Earnest money |Time of Class of  |Tender

No (Rs. In Lacs) [(In Rupees ) |(In Rupees) |[completion |Contractor |call

1 Permanent restoration of Chuntipathri 2.98 200/- 5960/- 25 DEE 1st
Sheikh Mohalla road.

2 |Permanent restoration of Ganiwani 5.97 300/- 11940/- 35 D/C 1st
Darakasi Road.

3 Permanent restoration of Ganiwani link road. [ 2.97 200/- 5940/- 25 DEE 1st

4  |Permanent restoration of Gratbaldaji road. [1.49 200/- 2980/- 25 DEE 1st

M.H of Account: UT Sector Project Authority: R&B Deptt.

Position Of AAA: Accorded Position of T.S: Accorded Position of funds: Assured

1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities
(B.0.Q),Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www
jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below-

1 |Date of Issue of Tender Notice 17-02-2026
Period of downloading of bidding documents 18-02-2026
Bid submission Start Date 18-02-2026

Bid Submission End Date 27-02-2026 4:00 PM
Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 28-02-2026 11:00 AM

3. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan (Dated between bid submission start
date and bid submission end date) with NIT No. , Serial No. and name of work to be deposited in M.H. 0059 in favour of Executive
Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender inviting authority)

4. All the bidders must upload Earnest money /Bid security equal to 2% of advertised cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged
to Executive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender receiving authority) (The Date of earnest money/Bid security should be
between the Bid Submission start date and Bid submission End date, otherwise bids shall be rejected).

5. The Successful bidder will have to provide performance security @ 5% of contract value in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged
to Executive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender receiving authority) as per rule-171 (I) of GFR 2017. The earnest money/ Bid
security @2% shall be released to the successful bidder only on receipt of Performance Security @ 5% of Contract value which
shall be released after successful completion of DLP /maintenance period.

6. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same
Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender receiving authority).

7. The earnest money/ Bid security in favour of unsuccessful bidder shall be released only after submission of original Treasury Challan.

8. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 day s from the date of opening of Technical bids.

9. The earnest money shall be forfeited, If:-

i. Any bidder/ tenderer withdraw his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or make any modifications in the terms and
conditions of the bid.

ii. Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.

iii. Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.

iv. Failure of successfully bidder to submit the performance security within the time period (as per JKPWD Engineering Manual
2020) i.e 21 Days from the issuance of latter of acceptance, after that the work will be put to fresh tenders without any notice to
the contractor and the EMD will be forfeited.

10. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.

i. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the "Downloads" option as well as from "Bidders Manual Kit"
option on website www.jktenders.gov.in to familiarize themselves with the bid submission process.

ii. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get' Digital Signature Certificate {DSC)'as per information Technology
Act-2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved Vendor.

iii. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No bid will be accepted in physical form.

iv. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.

v. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the bid.

Note: Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.

No: R&B / Divn./ Tang/8269-97 | Dated: 17-02-2026

g|h(wiN

Sd/- Executive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg
DIPK: 11053/25 | Dated: 17-02-2026

Public Notice

I .am applying for Fertilizer and Pesticides license under the
Name and Lone Pesticides and Fertilizer .

If any body have any objection may contact Cheif Agriculture

Officer Baramulla within 07 days from the Publication of this Notice.

Name:-Irfan Bashir Lone

S/0 :-Bashir Ahmad Lone

R/0:-Rahmatabad Rafiabad

Public Notice

The Electricity connection registered in the name of Mohammad
Sultan Sheikh of Arith Mokdam Mohallah, Narbal, is to be transferred
in favour of Abdul Quyoom Sheikh of Arith Mokdam Mohallah,
Narbal. Objections, if any, to the same must reach concerned
authority within a week at the most.

Abdul Quyoom Sheikh

S/o: Mohammad Sultan Sheikh

R/o: Arith Mokdam Mohallah, Narbal
Contact No: 7006350270

The Electricity connection with consumer ID
0203050001376 & Installation No. 3190-R1
registered in the name of Ghulam Mohammad
Bhat of P.C. Depot Parimpora, Srinagar is to be
transferred in favour of Mubarik Hussain Bhat of
P.C Depot Parimpora, Srinagar. Objections, if
any, to the same must reach concerned authority

within a week at the most.

®© 00 ©

Laptop Care House

Wholesale Dealer Of New And Pre Used Laptops
DEALS IN ALL KINDS OF LAPTOPS AND ACCESSORIES

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
Office Of The Medical Suprintendent Sdh Dooru

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
TENDER INVITING AUTHORITY: MS SDH DOORU
E-NIT NO: EST/MS/SDHD/1580-85 | DATED: 16-02-2026

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Of Union Territory Of J&K, e-tenders (In Single/ cover system) are invited on item rate
basis from approved and eligible Suppliers, Contractors registered within J&K State Govt/Central Government for each of the
following.

S.No Name of Item Estt. Earnest Money Cost of Eligibility Criterion | Earnest Money Deposit (EMD
Cost Deposit (EMD In tender of Bidder In Rs)
Rs) document
01 Supply, 2.00 | Rs4000.00in the 200 OEM/OEM The bidder may deposit
Installation, Shape of CDR/ Authorized tender fee in the shape of
Testing & FDR/TDR valid for Registered & e-Challan through Account
Commissioning of 12 months Reputed firms no. 0044040100000179 in
1 number of All-in- pledged to the having sufficient the name of Medical
one X- Ray Printer Medical experience as per | Superintendent SDH DOORU
for X-Ray Plant at Superintendent Annexure “C" Name of Bank: J&K Bank
SDH Dooru. SDH Dooru Similar nature of Dooru Branch IFSC code:
work. JAKA 0DOOROO
02 Supply, 0.50 1000 200 DEE CLASS
Installation, (Civil)
Testing &
Commissioning of
1 number of AC’
s*(Hot & Cold) 3
Star for SDH
Dooru

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q),
Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.
gov.in as per schedule of dates.

S.No. | Activity Description Schedule

01 Date & time for downloading of tenders 17/02/2026(09:00am) to 24/02/2026 (06:00pm)

02. Any clarification with regard to e-NIT shall be entertained only from | 18/02/2026 to 23/02/2026 (During Office Hours)
(no representation/clarification shall be entertained beyond the stipulated
period)

03. Start/Last date & time for submission of tenders 17/02/2026(10:00am) to 24/02/2026 (06:00pm)

04. Date &Time for opening of technical bids 25/02/2026(11:30 am)

Complete bidding process will be online at www.jktenders.gov.in(Technical and Price bids shall have to be submitted in electronic
format on the said tender portal and in no case be submitted in physical form.

The Medical Superintendent SDH DOORU reserves the right to accept/reject or cancel any tender or all tenders in full or part
thereof without assigning any reason.

The tenders should be submitted strictly in accordance with the provisions of the detailed e-NIT.

Terms and condition:

1. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of SDH DOORU (tender receiving authority).

2. All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG Medical Superintendent SDH DOORU and Demand
Draft in favor of Medical Superintendent SDH DOORU. Non submission of Earnest Money/Bid Security shall render the bidder as
non-responsive.

3. The EMD in shape of CDR/FDR/BG of Advertised Cost of 1st lowest responsive (Successful) bidder shall be treated as
Performance Security and shall be released after successful delivery of Items.

4. The 1st lowest responsive (Successful) bidder shall submit all the hard copies of uploaded documents within 05 Days before
fixation of Contract Failure to produce the documents shall render the L1 as non- responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor
be forwarded to Higher Authorities for a period of 01 Year.

5. The Earnest Money Deposit in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG of the unsuccessful Bidder shall be released within 07 days after
opening the Tender on production of Treasury Challan/Bank Receipts.

6. The Tender Opening Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders or any part of any tender without
assigning reason thereof.

7. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of technical bids.

Sd/ Medical Superintendent SDH Dooru

DIPK: 11045/25 | Dated: 17-02-2026
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Govt strengthening forest conservation; encroached
lands being reclaimed: Javed Rana

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 17:
Minister for Forests, Ecology &
Environment, Javed Ahmad Rana,
today informed the Legislative
Assembly that the government of
Jammu and Kashmir is
implementing multiple UT and
Centrally Sponsored Schemes
aimed atconservation, preservation
and sustainable management of
forests, wildlife and ecology across
J&K.

Replying to a question raised
by Legislator Rajiv Jasrotia, the
Minister said that key schemes
currently operationalincluded the
CapexBudget, GreenIndia Mission
(GIM), Forest Fire Prevention &
ManagementScheme (FFPM),Nagar
Van Yojana (NVY), Special
Assistance to States for Capital
Investment (SASCI), CAMPA and
the National Plan for Conservation
of Aquatic Ecosystems (NPCA).He
also gave out the district-wise

directions of the Supreme Court.
He further said that under Rule
8(5) of the said Rules (SRO-111
of 2016), farmers are permitted
to sell Khair wood outside the
UT in accordance with the
prescribed provisions.

The Minister informed the
House that 19,496.73 hectare of
forest land in J&K is under
encroachment as on 31-12-2025.
He emphasized that the Forest
Departmenthaslaunched sustained
measures to retrieve encroached
land, including detailed surveys
and demarcation of forest
boundaries, issuance of notices
under Section 79(A) of the Indian
Forest Act, 1927, eviction drives,
fencingandrestoration of retrieved
land with indigenous species,
enhanced vigilance by Territorial
Wings and Forest Protection Force
besides use of modern technology
such as remote sensing, GPS and
drones.

Reaffirming the government’s

details of funds released and
expenditure incurred during
2022-23, 2023-24 and 2024-25
in his reply.

The Minister stated that
procurement and execution of
works follow General Financial
Rules (GFR) and government

guidelines. Materials like barbed
wire, poles and plants aren’t
purchased separately; instead,
works like fencing and plantation
are tendered through composite
NITs, he added.

Forest Minister further said
that the entire process follows

prescribed tendering procedures
withdue approval of the competent
authority. The Lowest Bidder (L1)
provides materials as per the
approved specifications, ensuring
transparency and financial
discipline, he added.

Regarding regulation of Khair

trees, the Minister stated that
fellingis governed by the Jammu
and Kashmir Non-Forest Land
Khair Trees ‘Acacia catechu’
(Management Plan) Rules, 2016,
framed in compliance with
recommendations of the Central
Empowerment Committee and

commitment, the Minister said
that sustained efforts are being
made to strengthen the forest
governance, prevent illegal
encroachments and promote
ecological sustainability for long-
term environmental security in
Jammu and Kashmir.

DM Kishtwar cracks the whip on
hardened criminals; notorious
burglar & drug peddler booked under
Public Safety Act, 1978

m  HTNEWS NETWORK

KISHTWAR, FEBRUARY 17: Continuing its relentless
drive tocurbthe menace of drugabuse, theftand hooliganism
andtoensure the safety of the citizens, the District Magistrate
Kishtwar, Pankaj Kumar Sharma today took stringent
preventive action against a habitual offender.

District Magistrate, Kishtwar in exercise of powers
vested under the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act
(PSA), 1978, issued a detention order against a notorious
criminal and drug peddler,namely Riyaz Ahmed S/o Mohd.
Igbal Sheikh R/o Indra Nagar, Tehsil and District Kishtwar.

Acting on a detailed dossier prepared by the Senior
Superintendent of Police, Kishtwar, the District Magistrate
scrupulously examined the record and found the activities
of the said individual highly prejudicial to the maintenance
of Public Order.

The accused Riyaz Ahmed was found to be a chronic
recidivist deeply entrenched in a diverse spectrum of
nefarious activities, ranging from burglary, vehicle theft
and violent assault to the illicit trafficking of narcotic
substances.

It was observed by the District Magistrate, Kishtwar,
that despite being booked in multiple FIRs for serious
offenses including house trespass, assault on women and
children and possession of Heroin. The ordinary law of
theland had failed todesist the individual from his criminal
path.

The subject had repeatedly secured bail only to revert
to the same illegal trade with impunity. His continuous
involvement in criminal activities had shattered the sense
of security among peace-loving citizens and posed a grave
threat to the youth of the district by influencing them
toward substance abuse.

Consequently, to prevent him fromacting inany manner
prejudicial to the maintenance of public order, the District
Magistrate deemed it necessary to detain the said notorious
criminal under the stringent provisions of the PSA. He has
been taken into custody and lodged in the District Jail
Bhaderwah.

The districtadministration Kishtwar hasissued astern
warning that there is a "Zero Tolerance Policy” against
anti-social elements, thieves and drug peddlers.

The District Magistrate warned that anyone found
indulgingin such activities which disturb the even tempo
of life or pose a threat to public peace will face the full
force of the law.

Forest Department conducts Khair assessment visit

in Kathua, Samba d

B HT NEWS NETWORK

KATHUA, FEBRUARY 17: A tour
programme of the Jammu and Kashmir
Forest Department was conducted
today in Kathua and Samba Forest
Divisions under the leadership of Chief
Conservator of Forests, Jammu V. S.
Senthil Kumar accompanied by
Conservator of Forests, East Circle,
Jammu, Pardeep Chandra P. Wahule.

The visit was undertaken in
connection with the Khair Awareness
Programme and assessment exercise
for formulation of the next ten-year
Khair Management Plan for the
proposed felling cycle 2027-28 to
2036-37.

InKathua Forest Division, the Chief
Conservator of Forests and
accompanyingofficersvisited Panchayat
Dilwan of Kathua Range along with

Divisional Forest Officer, Kathua, Ankit
Sinha; Anusha Kolli; I/c Range Officer
Kathua Range, Neetan Khajuria and
field functionaries of the department.

An interactive session was held
with local farmers and stakeholders
regarding preparation of the
forthcoming Khair Management Plan.
It was informed that farmers play a
central role in assessment of Khair
trees on their private land holdings
and the data provided by them will
form the basis for formulation of the
management plan tobe implemented
from 2027-28 to 2036-37. Khair

ivisions

Assessment Forms were distributed
among farmers to facilitate systematic
data collection and participatory
planning.

On the occasion, the Chief
Conservator of Forests planted asapling
of Aegle marmelos (Bael) near Malooh
Temple at Panchayat Dilwan,
symbolising the department’s
commitment towards environmental
conservation and promotion of
indigenous species.

Emphasising scientificassessment,
transparency and community
participation, he called for sustainable
management of Khair resources to
ensure long-term ecological balance.
The programme concluded with
directions to field functionaries for
timely completion of the assessment
process and close coordination with
local stakeholders.

DC Kathua reviews arrangements for
smooth observance of Ramzan

m HT NEWS NETWORK

KATHUA, FEBRUARY 17: Deputy Commissioner
Kathua, Rajesh Sharma, today chaired a preparatory
meeting to review arrangements for the forthcoming
holy month of Ramzan and ensure seamless delivery
of essential services across the district.

Officers of PDD, PHE, FCS&CA, Health, Municipal
bodies and Food Safety departments attended the
meeting.

The DCstressed coordinated efforts and proactive
monitoring for hassle-free observance of the holy
month.

The Power Development Department was directed
to ensure uninterrupted power supply, particularly
during Sehriand Iftar and to establish control rooms
for prompt redressal of the grievances. The PHE
Department was instructed to maintain adequate
drinking water supply and keep contingency measures
in place to address shortages.

The Assistant Director, FCS&CA was asked toensure
adequate availability of essential commodities and
LPG and to intensify market inspections to curb
hoarding and overpricing. Food Safety authorities
were directed to conduct regular checks of eateries
and vendors to ensure hygiene and quality standards.

Municipal bodies were instructed to undertake
special sanitation drives, ensure cleanliness around
mosques and markets, maintain street lighting and
ensure timely garbage disposal. Police and Traffic
authorities were directed to maintain law and order
and regulate traffic near major congregation points.

The Health Department was asked to ensure
availability of medical staff, essential medicines and
emergency services, besides keeping ambulances on
standby to handle any exigency.

Similarinstructions were issued to the ADCs and
SDMs to ensure close supervision and effective
implementation of all arrangements at the sub-
divisional level.

Emphasising public convenience and safety, the
DC directed all departments to maintain close
coordination, activate grievance redressal mechanisms
and ensure round-the-clock monitoring throughout
the holy month.

ADC Vishavjeet Singh, CPO Ranjeet Thakur, Dy
SP HQ were also present in the meeting.

DHSJ reviews healthcare services at CHC Nowpachi Marwah in Kishtwar district

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

is committed to address their

KISHTWAR, FEBRUARY 17:
Director Health Services Jammu,
Dr. Abdul Hamid Zargar today
reviewed healthcare services at
Community Health Centre
Nowpachi Marwah in district
Kishtwar.

During the visit, the Director
conducted athoroughinspection
of various sections including OPD,
IPD, Emergency Services, Labour
Room, Operation Theatre,
Laboratory, Immunization Centre,
Pharmacy and store sections. The
availability of essential drugs,
diagnosticservices, blood storage
facilities, oxygen supply, power
backup, ambulance services and
overall patient care management
was comprehensively reviewed.

The DHS] assessed the

implementation of various National
Health Programmes, maternal and
child health services, institutional
deliveries,immunization coverage,
non-communicable disease
screening and Ayushman Bharat
related services. Special emphasis
was laid on ensuring quality
healthcare standards, properrecord
maintenance, infection control

practices, biomedical waste
management and patient
satisfaction.

The Director also interacted
with the general public. The public
highlighted issues related to
availability of specialist services,
enhancement of laboratory
investigations,improved referral
transportsystemand regularsupply
of medicines. The Director patiently
listened to their grievances and
assured them that the department

concernsinatime-bound manner.

While addressing the staffand
public, the Director reiterated that
the Health Department is
committed to equitable and
accessible healthcare services,
especially in remote and
underserved regions. He stressed
upon maintaining discipline,
punctuality, patient-friendly
services and close coordination
with the local administration to
ensure uninterrupted healthcare
delivery.

The visit concluded with clear
directions to the concerned officers
to ensure optimal functioning of
healthinstitutions,improve service
delivery mechanisms and submit
a detailed report on the
requirements and gaps identified
during the inspection.

Awareness camp on Self-Employment & Entrepreneurship
Schemes held at GDC Ramban

B HT NEWS NETWORK

RAMBAN, FEBRUARY 17:
Department of Industries & Commerce/
DistrictIndustries Centre (DIC)Ramban,
in collaboration with Government
Degree College Ramban today organised
an Awareness Camp-cum-Outreach
Programme onvarious self-employment
and entrepreneurship schemes within
the college premises. The event aimed
toinspire and equip students with the
knowledge and skills necessary to
become successful entrepreneurs.

In his welcome address, Convener
Career Counselling and Placement Cell,
Dr. Jawaid Sarver warmly welcomed
the speakers, staff and students
participatingin the self-employment
awareness programme. The event

sought to create awareness among
students, aspiring entrepreneurs and
unemployed youth about the wide
range of schemes and incentives being
implemented by DICRambanto promote
entrepreneurship, self-employment
and industrial development in the
district.Emphasising the importance
ofentrepreneurship intoday’s world,
Principal Prof. Romesh Kumar Atri
encouraged students to think beyond
traditional career paths and explore
their interests. A large number of
students participated enthusiastically,
raising queries regarding eligibility
criteria, documentation requirements
and project formulation, which were
addressed by the resource persons.
General Manager DIC Ramban,
Ravinder Anand, highlighted the efforts

made by the department under the
guidance of Director Industries and
Commerce Jammu, Arun Manhas,
emphasising the need for students to
develop an entrepreneurial mindset
and encouraging them to pursue their
passions. He appreciated the role of
all stakeholders in organising the
programme and reaffirmed the
commitment of DIC Ramban and the
college to workjointly forempowering
youth and promoting sustainable
economic developmentinthedistrict.
Earlier, keynote speakers Kuldeep
Singh, Project Manager DIC Ramban
and Lovepreet Singh from District
Employment OfficeRambanemphasised
the importance of innovation, risk-
taking and perseverance in
entrepreneurship.

DC Kathua reviews progress under HADP; stresses saturation,
beneficiary tracking and portal streamlining

B HT NEWS NETWORK

KATHUA, FEBRUARY 17: Deputy
Commissioner Kathua, Rajesh Sharma,
today chaired a review meeting to
assess progress under the Holistic
Agriculture Development Programme
(HADP) at the DC Office Complex here.

The Deputy Commissioner
undertookadetailed component-wise
and department-wise review of
performance under HADP with special
focus onbeneficiary coverage, physical
and financial achievements, status of
applications on the Kisan Sathi Portal
and overall saturation of schemesacross
the district.The meeting reviewed
progress under key HADP components
including seeds and the seed
multiplication chain, promotion of
niche and exoticvegetables,agricultural

marketing, apiculture, sericulture,
millets and nutri-cereals, farm
mechanisation and automation and
round-the-yearmushroom production.

Progress under allied sectors such
as dairy, poultry, fisheries, sheep
husbandry, floriculture, oilseeds,
integrated farming systems, rainfed
areadevelopment,alternate agriculture
systems, soil and land resource
management and fodder development
was also assessed.Stressing the need
for saturation of allHADP components,
the DC directed officers to ensure
tracking of beneficiary applications
submitted for availing various schemes
and toexpedite their timely processing.
He emphasised removal of rejected
or ineligible applications from the
portal to maintain accurate data and
improve transparency. He further

instructed activationand strengthening
of Kisan Khidmat Groups (KKGs) and
other field-level interventions to
enhance mobilisation and improve
the HADP saturation scenario, which
directlyreflectsinthe quarterly ratings
of districtsatthe UTlevel.The DCcalled
forintensified field outreach, regular
monitoring of pending cases,improved
coordination with bankinginstitutions
for timely sanction of cases and
outcome-based supervision to
maximise impactonfarmers’income
and livelihood security.The meeting
was attended by Chief Planning Officer
Ranjeet Thakur, Head KVK Kathua,
Chief Agriculture Officer, Chief
Horticulture Officer, Chief Animal
Husbandry Officer, Chief Sheep
Husbandry Officer, District Sericulture
Officer, Assistant Director Fisheries.
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India's exports rise to USD 80.45 bin amid
W|demg trade deficit in Jan: Govt

®  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, FEB 17: India's
trade performance in January
reflected a mixed but resilient
picture, with overall exports
registering a healthy rise even as
imports grew at a faster pace,
widening the trade deficit during
the month.

According to the data released
by the Commerce Department here,
India's overall trade (merchandise
and services combined) exports
stood atUSD 80.45 billioninJanuary
2026, up from USD 71.09 billion in
January 2025.

Importsrose toUSD 90.83 billion
compared to USD 76.48 billion a
year ago. As a result, the overall
trade deficit widened to USD 10.38
billion from USD 5.39 billion in the
corresponding month last year.

On the merchandise front,
exports remained largely stable at
USD 36.56 billion in January 2026
asagainstUSD36.34billioninJanuary
2025.

However, merchandise imports
increased to USD 51.24 billion from
USD 59.77 billion compared to the
corresponding period last year.

Services trade continued to
provide a cushion. Services exports
rose toUSD43.90billioninJanuary
2026 compared with USD 34.75
billion a year ago.

Servicesimportsalsoincreased
toUSD 19.60 billion from USD 16.71
billion, but the strong growth in
services exports helped offset part

of the merchandise trade gap.
For the April-January period of

2025-26, overall exports
(merchandise and services) reached
USD 720.76 billion, up from USD
679.02 billionin April-January 2024-
25, reflecting a growth of 6.15 per
cent.

Importsduring the same period
rose toUSD 823.41 billion from USD
772.85billion, registering a growth
of 6.54 per cent.

Consequently, the cumulative
trade deficit widened toUSD 102.65
billion compared toUSD 93.83 billion
in the year-ago period.

Merchandise exports during
April-January 2025-26 stood atUSD
366.63 billion, up from USD 358.75
billion last year, marking a growth

of 2.20 per cent.

Merchandise importsrose more
sharply to USD 649.86 billion from
USD 606.13 billion, reflectinga 7.21
per cent increase.

Services exports for April-
January 2025-26 climbed to USD
354.13 billion from USD 320.28
billion, recording arobust 10.57 per
cent growth. Services imports
increased moderately toUSD 173.55
billion from USD 166.72 billion, up
4.10 per cent.

Non-petroleum merchandise
exportsduring April-January 2025-
26 rose to USD 320.94 billion from
USD305.98 billionin the same period
of the previous year, registering a
growth of 4.89 per cent. Non-
petroleum merchandise imports

increased toUSD 501.04 billion from
USD451.25billion, up 11.03 per cent.

Among key exportdestinations
during April-January 2025-26, the
United Statesremained India's largest
market, followed by the UAE and
China.

Exportsto Chinashowed asharp
rise of 38.37 per cent, increasing
from USD 11.48 billion in April-
January2024-25toUSD 15.88 billion
in the current fiscal period.

Othermajordestinationsincluded
the Netherlands, the UK, Germany,
Singapore, Bangladesh, SaudiArabia
and Italy.

On the import side, China
continued to be the top source,
followed by the UAE, Russiaand the
US. Othersignificantimport partners
included Saudi Arabia, Iraq,
Switzerland, Hong Kong, Singapore
and Japan.

Sector-wise, engineering goods
remainedtheleadingexportcategory
during April-January 2025-26 at
USD 161.13 billion.

Petroleum products, electronic
goods,drugs and pharmaceuticals,
gems and jewellery, organic and
inorganic chemicals, textiles, rice
and marine products were among
the other major contributors.

On the import side, petroleum
(crude and products)and electronic
goods dominated the import basket,
followed by gold, machinery and
electrical equipment, transport
equipment, non-ferrous metals,
chemicals, coal and iron and steel.
UNI

FAIRPRO 2026 in Chennai from Feb 20-22

®  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

CHENNAI, FEB 17: CREDAI Chennai
today announced that the 18th FAIRPRO
2026, South India’s biggest and most trusted
Property Fair, will be held from February
20 to 22.

Thisyear’s edition promises to be bigger
and more comprehensive, offering
homebuyers aone-stopdestinationtoexplore
residential, commercial, and plotted
developments across Chennai and its
emerging corridors.

Popularactor Keerthy Sureshisassociated
as the Brand Ambassador for FAIRPRO 2026,
adding further appeal and visibility to the
event.

FAIRPRO 2026 will bring together 80
leading developers under one roof and it
is expected to attract a footfall of more
than 50,000 visitors over the three days.

In addition, 15 industry partners will
be present, strengthening the overall
ecosystem around the event. State Bank of
India (SBI) will

be the Title Sponsor and Exclusive Banking
Partner for this edition, offering home loan
optionsand on-the-spot assistance tovisitors.
ApolloHospitalsjoins as the Medical Partner,
ensuring health and emergency support
services throughout the event.

“With over80developersand 500 projects
ondisplay, FAIRPRO continues to be Chennai's
most trusted Property Fair. Over the years,
FAIRPRO has evolved beyond an exhibition
to become a benchmark for credibility,
transparency,and opportunity in property
ownership,” Mr. Mohamed Ali, President,
CREDAI Chennai, told reporters here today.

“The residential market in Chennai
remains strong, supported by infrastructure
growthand steady demand across segments.
This edition brings together the finest
developments across apartments, villas,
plots, and commercial spaces, enabling
homebuyers and investors to make confident

and well-informed decisions,” pointed out
Mr. S. Sivagurunathan, Advisor — FAIRPRO
said.

“With growing aspirations, rising
demand, and renewed momentum in
Chennai's real estate sector, FAIRPRO 2026
is poised to set new milestones in footfall,
engagement,and business outcomes. With
a large lineup of projects, exclusive deals,
and SBl as the sole banking partner, FAIRPRO
will be a one-stop destination for every
homebuyer,” highlighted Mr. K. Mothish
Kumar, Convenor, said.

With the presence of major developers,
banks, and industry partners, visitors can
take advantage of exclusive property deals
and financing options at a single venue.
UNI

AM/NS India expands value-added steel portfolio with world-class branded

offerings to power qppllqnce & industrial manufacturing

®  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

BHUBANESWAR, FEB 17:
ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India
(AM/NS India) today announced
the strengtheningofitsvalue-added
portfolio with AM/NS Vibrance
and AM/NS Optima - two world-
class, premium branded steel
solutions engineered to meet the
increasingly design-led needs of
Original Equipment Manufacturers
(OEMs) across appliance and
industrial manufacturing
ecosystems, stated the steel
manufacturerinastatement today.

With demand rising for steel
that combines consistent surface
quality, tight tolerances and reliable
performance at scale, AM/NSIndia
is expanding its value-added
portfolio with branded offerings
that reduce reliance on imports
while making premium,
internationally benchmarked
quality available domestically.

Pv

These twobranded coated offerings
now form part of a value added
product portfolio that includes
Optigal®, Magnelis®, Optigal®
Prime, Optigal® Pinnacle, and
others - each validated for

consistency,
durability

efficiency, and
across diverse

applications.

Ranjan Dhar, Director and Vice
President - Sales & Marketing,
ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India
(AM/NSIndia), said: “The addition
of AM/NS Vibrance and AM/NS
Optima is a significant step in
expanding our branded steel

portfolio to support OEMs
productivity and value creation.
These two coated steel offerings
strengthen our position as a
preferred solution provider with
innovative, high-quality steel
solutions in line with our brand
promise - ‘Smarter Steels, Brighter
Futures’. By making world-class
value-added steels available
domestically, we are contributing
tothe ‘Make inIndia’ vision, while
enabling our customers to build
differentiated products with
confidence and gain competitive
advantage domestically and
globally.”

AM/NS Vibranceis a premium
colour-coated steel solution for
appliance OEMs, combining
strength, precision, and superior
surface aesthetics. As appliances
become increasingly visible design
featuresinhomesand commercial
settings, manufacturers need
materials that combine consistent

colour, controlled gloss and refined
finishes with durability and
efficient manufacturability. AM/
NS Vibrance ensures that
manufactured appliances are
visually appealing and built to last.
Itiswell-suited for diverse appliance
applications,includingrefrigerators,
washing machines, microwave
ovens, and water dispensers.
AM/NS Optimaisone of India’s
most premium True Zero-Spangle
Galvanised Steel products. It offers
a higher degree of surface
uniformity and control than
conventional Galvanised Steel,
enabling manufacturers toachieve
cleaner, more consistent finishes.
AM/NS Optima steel bends
predictably, offers finishes with
visual harmony, and performs
consistently across production
runs. Itis well-suited for multiple
applications, including ACoutdoor
units, panels, and cleanroom
installations., it added.UNI

Ottonomy unveils ‘Ottobots’
at India Al Impact Summit to

boost smart logistics
m UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, FEB 17 : Ottonomy Inc on Monday

NEWDELH]I, FEB 17: ChiefEconomic
Advisor (CEA)V Anantha Nageswaran
on Monday said that progress in
Artificial Intelligence (AT) will not occur
by “drift” and stressed the need for
urgency, political will,and strong state
capacity toharnessits benefits.Speaking

“This will not happen by drift; this
will require urgency. It will require
political will, it will require state
capacity, and it will require a clear
national commitment to aligning
technological adoption with mass
employability.”He emphasised that
the efforts must be in a coordinated
fashion involving the government,

and

CEA Nageswaran urges urgent, coordinated action on Al
m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

stability, and cohesion. We must act,
and act now,” Nageswaran said.
Hestressed thatreforms mustbegin
with strengthening foundational
education and upgrading pedagogy
and skill development systems.
According to him, improving the
teaching of core skills is the starting
point for ensuring that Al contributes

Stock market ends 2-day
losing streak; Nifty closes
above 25,650 mark

m UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, FEB 17: The Indian stock markets
today snapped their two-day losing streak and ended
higherinavolatile session, with the NSE Nifty finishing
above the 25,650 mark, on brisk buying in Power,
PSU Banks, Realty, Private Banks, Infra, Capital Goods
and Energy sectors.

At close, the BSE Sensex rose by 650.39 points or
0.79 per cent to 83,277.15 and the NSE Nifty increased
by 211.65 points or 0.83 pc to 25,682.75.

The BSE 150 Mid-Cap Index rose 0.64 pc, while
the BSE 250 Small-Cap Index slipped 0.16 pc. The
overall market capitalisation of BSE-listed firms rose
to over Rs 468 lakh crore from Rs 465 lakh crore in
the previous session.

Indian rupee closed unchanged at 90.66 per US
dollar.

Among the sectors, Media and Auto shed 0.5-1
pc.On the gaining side were Power, PSU Bank, Realty;,
Private Bank, Infra, Capital Goods, and Energy in the
range of 1-2 pc.

OnNifty, top gainers were Power Grid Corporation,
Coal India, HDFC Bank, Adani Enterprises and Max
Healthcare.

On the losing side were Tech Mahindra, Bajaj
Finance, Maruti Suzuki, Eicher Motors and Tata Motors
Passenger Vehicles.

Further on BSE, over 200 stocks touched their
52-week low. These included Brainbees Solutions,
Blue Jet, OlaElectric, Inox Wind, C. E. Info, Cello World,
Vedant Fashions, Newgen Software, Just Dial, Cohance
Life, Sonata Software, Relaxo Footwear, Firstsource
Solutions, Clean Science, Tata Chemicals, KEC
International, LT Technology, among others.

Shares of IT companies also extended declined

unveiled its Made-in-India autonomous delivery
robots, ‘Ottobots’, at the India AlImpact Summit here,
showcasing how artificial intelligence and robotics
can transform deliveries across hospitals, campuses
and urbanareas.The company introduced a complete
autonomous delivery ecosystem that combines its
Ottobots with smart storage units called ‘Arrive Points’
developed by Arrive Al and drone logistics support
from Skyeair Mobility.Ottobots are Level-4 autonomous
robots capable of moving independently in complex
environments such as hospital corridors, elevators,
sidewalks and service roads.

at a session on 'Employability in the
Al Age: Preparing for the Jobs of
Tomorrow' at the India Al Impact
Summit 2026, Nageswaranunderlined
that India must act with clear intent
to ensure Al strengthens, rather than
disrupts, the country’s growth and
social fabric.

“India can become the first large
society where human abundance and
machine intelligence reinforce, and
not undermine, each other,” he said.

private sector, academia,
policymakers with the spirit of "Team
India". “The window is still open, but
itis not indefinite,” he cautioned.The
CEA called for aligning Al adoption
with large-scale job creation and
inclusive growth, warning that He concluded thatIndia must move
uncalibrated technological change decisivelytoco-create prosperity with
could lead to social and economic Al, ensuring that technological
instability.“ForIndia, thisisnotadebate advancement supports economic
about the future of work;itisadecision growth while safeguarding social
about the future of growth, social cohesion. UNI

toemployability and shared prosperity.

Nageswaran also highlighted the
need toscale high-quality skills training,
expand labour-intensive service sectors,
and remove regulatory bottlenecks
that hinder job creation.

pushing Nifty IT index down around 1 pc.

TechMahindrafell over 1 pc, Wiproand LTIMindtree
also down nearly 1 pc.

Further, Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), HCL
Technologies were also trading in the red. Infosys
shares also fell more than 2 pc.

Among the banking stocks, HDFC Bank emerged
as the top gainer, rising up to 3 pc, Canara Bank by
1.95 pcand Axis Bank gained 1.65 pc. Bank of Baroda,
Punjab National Bank and Kotak Mahindra Bank rose
up to 1 pc.UNI

Powered by an Al-based navigation system, the
robots can understand their surroundings, avoid
obstacles and make real-time decisions without
human control.Speaking at the summit, Ritukar Vijay,
CEO and Founder of Ottonomy, said, “With Ottobots
and Arrive Points, we're proving that Made in India
robots can powerworld class automation in US hospitals
and global industrial sites.”“Together with Arrive Al
and Skye Air Mobility, we're showcasing at the India
Allmpact Summit how Indiais at the core of advanced,
multi modallogistics solutions to the world —aligned
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of ‘Made
in India, Made for the World’ and Al for public good”
he added.

The company highlighted its deployment at Hancock
Regional Hospitalin the United States, where Ottobots
and Arrive Points are being used to move medical
samples and supplies across the hospital campus
without manual handling. UNI
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Defence Ministry rejects TN proposal for airport in Hosur without discussions: TN Economic Survey

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Chennai, Feb 17: The Tamil
Nadu government has suffered a
setbackinits planstoestablishan
airport in Hosur as the Ministry
of Defence has denied airspace
clearance, notes the state's
Economic Survey 2025-26.

Accordingtothe surveyreleased
here onMonday ahead of the state's
interim budget, the Defence
Ministry has denied airspace
clearance for the airportin Hosur
citing operational requirements
of Hindustan Aeronautics Limited,

which controlstheregion'sairspace.

"The State had earlier sought
relaxation in June last year and
later submitted adetailed technical
justificationin November, but the
request was rejected without
discussions," the survey said.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation has soughtanimpact
study to assess whether the
proposed airport would affect
passenger traffic at Bengaluru or
Salem airports. The study is to be
conducted by Tamil NaduIndustrial
Development Corporation Ltd
(TIDCO).

According to the survey, based
purely on connectivity gaps and
economic geography, priority
should be given to developing new
airports in the east coast delta
region (Nagapattinam-
MayiladuthuraiKaraikal) and the
far south-west belt (Tenkasi-
Sankarankovil-Western Ghats
edge).

While these regions may not
generateimmediate international
traffic, they present strong potential
for regional airports to support
balanced developmentandimprove
accessibility.

The survey said the Bengaluru
Airport continues to exceed
Chennai International Airport's
international passenger trafficin
South India, handling 694,550
passengers in December 2025.

Meanwhile the survey said, to
support airport expansion and
modernisation, land valued atRs.
2,938 crore hasbeenacquired and
handed over to the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) for ongoing
projects at Chennai, Coimbatore,
Madurai, Tiruchirappalli, and
Thoothukudi airports.

Additional land acquisition

worth Rs. 350 crore is underway
for Salem Airport.

Work on the proposed
Greenfield Airport at Parandur,
near Chennai, hasbeen fast-tracked
and a new airport has been
proposed at Rameswaram - where
AATlhasbegun the pre-feasibility
study and two sites have been
shortlisted (Uchipulli and
Keelakarai).

According to the survey,
Chennai International Airport's
Phase II expansion, costing Rs.
1,207 crore, is scheduled for
completion.
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Steve Smith Replaces
Josh Hazlewood in T20
World Cup Squad

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

BRISBANE: Steven Smith has been offi-
cially added to Australia's T20 World Cup
squad, filling the spot created by Josh Hazle-
wood's absence, meaning he is available to
face Sri Lanka on Monday evening if needed.

Smith was flown over after Mitchell Marsh
suffered testicular bleeding after a blow in
the groin ahead of Australia's opening match
against Ireland. He arrived in time to travel
with the team to Pallekele, where they will
play their final two group matches.

He trained on Sunday ahead of the Sri
Lanka match, but it has yet to be confirmed
whether he will feature. Marsh had an ex-
tensive net session and is making positive
progress in his recovery, while Marcus Stoi-
nis has been cleared of serious injury after
takingablow on the hand in his follow through
against Zimbabwe.

Following their loss to Zimbabwe, Austra-
lia have to beat Sri Lanka to maintain a real-
isticchance of progressing to the Super Eights.

"ICCregulations stipulate any squad change
must be submitted and activated atleast one
day prior toamatch," selector Tony Dodemaide
said. "With Steve here, along with some un-
certainty around Mitch and Marcus Stoinis,
it made sense he [Smith] is activated and
available for selection in time for the match,
ifrequired.”

Hazlewood was ruled out before the tour-

nament started, having not recovered from
the Achilles problem he picked up during his
recovery from a hamstring injury that cur-
tailed his Ashes, but Australia's selectors didn't
immediately name a replacement.

Smith last played T20Is in February 2024
but was in outstanding form in the recent
BBL where he hammered 299 runs at 59.80
withastrikerate of 167.97. It led to a clamour
for him to be included in the World Cup squad,
but the selectors resisted while they still had
time to freely amend the 15, opting instead
to call-up Matt Renshaw in place of Matt Short
with a specific middle-order role in mind.

Overall in T20Is, Smith averages 24.86
with a strike rate of 125.45, but in leagues
and franchises since last featuring for Aus-
tralia, he has an average 0f 49.73 and a strike
rate of 156.19.

However, the form of a number of Austra-
lia's batters has been unconvincing at the
World Cup. Travis Head's lean run in T20Is
has continued early into the tournament,
pressure is growing on Cameron Green, and
Glenn Maxwell's struggles from the BBL have
followed him to Sri Lanka.

Josh Inglis, meanwhile, has a top score of
42 in eight innings since the Ashes and Tim
David made a duck against Zimbabwe in his
first knock since a hamstring injury on Box-
ing Day. Sean Abbott is also with the squad
as a traveling reserve but can get into the
squad only if another player is injured.

Rashid becomes first
to 700 wickets in
T20 cricket

m UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

CHENNALI: Rashid Khan has become the first
bowler to get to the 700-wicket markin T20 crick-
et, getting to the mark when he removed Muham-
mad Arfanin Afghanistan's T20 World Cup match
against UAE in Delhi on Monday. Rashid, who
started the game with 699 wickets against his
name, took his landmark wicket when he had
Arfan out hit wicket in the 16th over of the UAE
innings, which was Rashid's last.

The Afghanistan captain was made to wait for
his milestone after taking his 698th and 699th
wickets against South Africa last week and then
delivering 3.2 overs in this match without success.
He was hit for 17 runs in the 20 balls he bowled
before Arfan moved across his stumps to try and
reverse-sweep Rashid, but missed completely and
hit his own stumps instead. Rashid barely cele-
brated with Afghanistan needing a win and other
results to go their way to qualify for the Super

L,

Eights. Rashid had, in any case, been way ahead
of the wicket-takers' pack for a while. The retired
Dwayne Bravoisinsecond place on the table with
631 wickets. Among active cricketers, Sunil Narine
isbehind Rashid - and in third place behind Bravo
- with 613 wickets.

Rashid is also the leading wicket-taker in T20
internationals, the 700th wicket also his 191st for
Afghanistan in the format. Behind him on the list
are the New Zealand duo of Tim Southee (with
164 wickets) and Ish Sodhi (162 wickets).

The milestone had been a topic of conversation
each time Rashid, the Afghanistan captain, faced
the media in the lead-up to the T20 World Cup
and even afterwards. Last Tuesday, speaking before
the game against South Africa, he had responded
to the question with, "700 wickets, whatever the
achievement is, it will continue. I have not kept
any target in my mind that I will take 700 wickets
and stop - no, when I play for the national team at
the World Cup, then I make 100% effort. And when
the team requires it, I take the wicket."

Reddy: India have belief we can beat any team in the world

B UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: India areriding
the wave of confidence instilled
by their ODI World Cup success
after starting their tour of Aus-
tralia in emphatic style at the
SCG.

The home side were bundled
out for 133, with Arundhati
Reddy taking a career-best 4 for
22, and India were well ahead
of the DLS target when rain
halted their chase shortly after
the minimum of five overs was
completed.

"[think the Indian team has
been playingreally good crick-
etinthelast few years," Reddy
said. "We've always come very
close and not won games, but
I think there's a belief in the

team now that we can beat
anybody in this world. I think
that's the confidence that helps
us and we want to continue
that."

Despite losing two wickets
inthe powerplay, Australia were
handily placed on 68 for 2 after
seven overs but a superb catch
from captain Harmanpreet Kaur
to remove Ellyse Perry off Red-
dy began a collapse of 8 for 65
and the last five wickets falling
for 12 after arecovery between
Georgia Wareham and Nicola
Carey.

"Perry is a big wicket, you
wantto get herearly and I think
that catch changed the momen-
tum for us,” Reddy said. "I think
they lost a couple of wickets
after that. She's a wonderful

fielder and obviously it's great

that she took that one and gave

us the momentum going ahead
in the innings."

Reddy also praised the per-
formance of Renuka Singh who
bowled three overs straight in
the powerplay including a maid-
en."Ithought she was outstand-
ing today,” she said. "To bowl a
maiden ... and to Phoebe Litch-
field, I think that was an extraor-
dinary over.

"Obviously she'sbeenaqual-
ity player for India in the last
quite afew years and again, she
showed a lot of her experience
today.Eveninbetween, we were
chatting a lot about what's the
right lengths to hit on these
wickets for our type of bowlers.
Again,Ithinkalotof credit should
be given to her.Ithink that spell
was outstanding.”

HEADLINES TODAY
INVITES CONTRIBUTIONS

NEWSPAPER | BOOKS | FLYERS | LOGO | FLEX | MAGAZINES
VISITING CARDS | BROCHURES | 3D BOARDS | COVER PAGES
WEDDING CARDS | CALLIGRAPHY | WALL PAINTINGS

9999038812 » ‘
9419008414 L

Radio Colony,
Gund Hassibhat, Lawaipora Srinagar-190017

Lb
LUBAAB

PUBLICATIONS

ONE STOP SOLUTION FOR ALL PRINTING NEEDS

Dr Basharat Khan

Sections (HT) at

THEM BE HEARD.

Are you a writer, poet, storyteller, columnist, or feature writer
with a passion for literature or health writings? Headlines
Today offers a platform to share:

Literature Section: Well-crafted essays, literary articles,
reflections, and creative writings.

Health Section: Well-researched articles, expert
columns, and in-depth feature reports from
professionals and specialists.

Send your contributions to:

Honorary Editor: Literature & Health

chogalwriter76@gmail.com

YOUR WORDS CAN INSPIRE,
INFORM, AND IGNITE; LET

LEAGAL DISCLAIMER : The views and Opinions Expressed in Arti

® 00 ©

les, Opinion Pieces, Columns, Interviews, or Other Content Published in Headlines Today are those of the Respective Authors or Contributors and do not Necessarily Reflect the Views or Editorial Policy of
Headlines Today, its Publisher, or Management. Headlines Today is not Responsible for the Accuracy, Completeness, or Reliability of Content Sourced or Reproduced from News Agencies, Press Releases, Advertisers, or Other Third-Party Sources. Publication of Such
Material Does not Imply Endorsement. Advertisements, Sponsored Content, Paid Features, or Promotional Materials Displayed on this Website or Disseminated Through Affiliated Digital Platforms are Commercial Communications and Shall Not be Construed as
Editorial Content or Endorsement by Headlines Today. All Content is Published in Good Faith for Informational Purposes Only. Readers are Advised to Exercise Discretion and Independently Verify Information. © Headlines Today. All Rights Reserved.
Contentis Protected Under the Copyright Act, 1957. Unauthorized Use is Prohibited. All disputes shall be subject to the Exclusive Jurisdiction of the Competent Courtsin J&K.

00 ¢

CM K



