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Cyber Crime Poses Rising
Threat to Nation: Amit Shah

Unveils CBI Cyber Branch, Says ¥8,189 Cr Recovered ; Cyber Security Now Equals to National Security’

m  HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, FEB 10: Sounding a
strong warning over the fast-growing
menace of cybercrime, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Tuesday said that
cyber security has become an insepa-
rable part of national security, as the
government has already saved Rs. 8,189
crore from cyber frauds and arrested
20,853 accused persons till December
2025.

Addressing the National Conference
on “Tackling Cyber-Enabled Frauds &
Dismantling the Ecosystem” in New
Delhi, Shah inaugurated the new Cyber-
crime Branch of the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI)and launched the State
Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (S4C)
dashboard of the Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre (I4C). He also pre-
sided over the Investiture Ceremony of

CBI officers.

Highlighting India’s rapid digital trans-
formation, Shah said the country has
crossed one billion internet users, while
broadband connections have increased
nearly 16 times in the past 11 years. The
cost of mobile data has declined by 97
percent, triggering massive growth in
digital adoption across urban and rural
areas.

“In 2024 alone, India recorded more
than 181 billiondigital transactions worth
over Rs.233 trillion. Today, every second
digital transaction in the world takes
place in India. This places an enormous
responsibility on us to build a secure,
resilient and trusted digital ecosystem,”
Shah said.

He said that cybercrime, which ear-
lier operated at an individual level, has

now become highly organised and
@® Turn on Page 2

LG’s Sainik Sahayta Kendra
Emerges as The Lifeline For Sol

window Inifiative Delivers Swift Relief

JAMMU, FEB 10: The Lieutenant Governor’s
Sainik SahaytaKendra (LGSSK)has firmly estab-
lished itself as a dependable lifeline for serving
soldiers and their families, delivering swift,
sensitive and time-bound resolution of griev-
ances through proactive intervention and close
coordination with multiple authorities.

Reinforcing the administration’s unwavering
commitment to the welfare of the Armed Forc-
es and Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs), the
LGSSK has successfully resolved several urgent
representations, providing timely assistance and
tangiblerelieftobeneficiaries across Jammuand
Kashmir.

In a case marked by empathy and urgency,
the Kendra promptly intervened in a plea con-
cerningtherelease of martyr’semoluments. The
matter was taken up on priority and coordi-
nated with the concerned departments, ensur-

routed throughaCommanding Officer,the LGSSK  grievance.
facilitated the issuance of a migrant certificate
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Ensures Rapid Redressal of Grievances, Single-
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ingearly disbursementand much-neededfinan-  for a serving soldier. The case was handled on
cial support to the bereaved family. priority, leading to swift coordination with rel-
Inanotherinstance, followingarepresentation evant authorities and early resolution of the
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SKIMS Soura
retains autonomy

Govt clarifies administrative changes
m  HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

SRINAGAR, FEB 10: The Jammu and Kashmir
government on Monday clarified in the Legislative
Assembly that the Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of Med-
ical Sciences (SKIMS), Soura, continues to function
asanautonomousand premier healthcareinstitution,
dispelling concerns over any dilution of its status
following the 2019 reorganisation.

Replying to a question raised by MLA Gulmarg,
Pirzada Farooqg Ahmad Shah, the government
informed the House that SKIMS was established in
1976 and its core academic and institutional auton-
omy remains intact. While certain administrative
arrangements, particularly relating to the composi-
tion of the Governing Body, have undergone chang-
es after the reorganisation of the erstwhile State of
Jammu and Kashmir, the institute’s mandate has
not been altered.

The government stated that SKIMS continues to
award medical degrees strictly in accordance with
the SKIMS (Grant of Degrees) Act, 1983, reaffirming
its independent academic standing. It was further
clarified that, under the prevailing Transaction of
Business Rules, the subject of SKIMS continues to
be assigned to the Health and Medical Education

Department, as was the position earlier.
@ Turn on Page 2

Budget 2026-27 Sets Roadmap For Inclusive Growth, Welfare and Economic Revival in J6K: CM Omar Abdullah

Promises Regularisation of Daily Wagers, Rural Resurgence and Strong Social Justice Push

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 10: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Tuesday reaf-
firmed his Government’s unwav-
ering commitment to fulfilling all
promises made to the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, stating that
the Budget 2026-27 lays a firm
foundation for inclusive growth,
social justice and long-term eco-

nomic revival across the Union
Territory.

Replyingto the three-day-long
discussion on the Budget in the
Legislative Assembly, the Chief
Minister said the Government has
presented a people-centric finan-
cialroadmap focused onemploy-
ment generation, infrastructure
development, welfare delivery
andbalanced regional growth.He

debated both insi
the House, with

intent.

while building

said the Budget has been widely

de and outside
people largely

welcoming its direction and

“The purpose of this Budget is
to address present challenges

a sustainable

future. It is not easy to propel
Jammu and Kashmir forward
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Rs. 3,450 Cr Booze Boost : J&K Rejects Dry UT Propos-
al, Flags Economic and Social Risks of Prohibition

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 10 : The Jamm

and Kashmir government on Tues-
day ruled out any move to declare
the Union Territory a dry region,
stating thatliquor sales have gener-
ated overRs. 3,450 croreinrevenue
during thelastthree financial years,

while warning that prohibitio

could trigger serious economic,
social and law-and-order chal-

u

n

Fresh snowfall in higher reaches, rain in
plains as temperatures rise across J6K

lenges.

Inawrittenreply toan Assembly m  HTNEWS NETWORK / KNO
question tabled by MLA Balwant
Singh Mankotia, the government SRINAGAR, FEB 10: Fresh snowfall was reported in the
said there is no proposal under higher reaches of the Kashmir Valley on Tuesday, while
consideration toimpose prohibition, several areas in the plains received rainfall, even as tem-
as such a step could lead to a surge peratures showed a marginal improvement across Jammu
in smuggling from neighbouring and Kashmir, officials said.
States and UTs, illegal distillation, Light snowfall occurred in the middle and upper reaches
the strengthening of liquor mafias of the Valley, including tourist destinations such as Gulmarg,
and heightened public health ® Turn on Page 2
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JTFRP savings to fund critical care infrastructure; 100 ALS Ambulances

m  HT NEWS NETWORK the current extensionis final and no
lapses will be tolerated.

JAMMU, FEB 10: Chief Secretary, The meeting was attended by the

Atal Dulloo, today chaired review Additional Chief Secretary, Public

(ERA); Commissioner, Srinagar
Municipal Corporation, and other
senior officers.

During the meeting, the Chief

meeting toassess the progressofthe ~ Works Department; Principal Secre-  Secretary undertook a project-wise  JTFRP.
remaining works under the Jhelum tary, Home; Secretary, Health & review of
TawiFlood Recovery Project (JTFRP)  Medical Education; Director Gen-  particular

and directed all concerned depart- eral, Budget; Managing Director,
ments to ensure strict adherence to  JKMSCL; ChiefExecutive Officer, J&K
timelines, stating categorically that Economic Reconstruction Agency

tious operationalisation of the State
Emergency Operations Centre (SEOC)
atHumhama, completion of the addi-

all ongoing works, with He stressed that procurement of
emphasis on the expedi- equipment must proceed simultane-
ously withinfrastructure creation so
that the overall deadline of

tional block at Lal Ded (LD) Hospital,
and the critical care infrastructure
proposed tobe procured by the Health
Department out of savings under

@ Tumn on Page 2

Gol sanctions 316 rural
road projects for J6K
under PMGSY-IV

B HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

SRINAGAR, FEB10: Asmanyas 316 rural
road projects covering a length of 1,781.33
kilometres have been sanctioned for UT
J&Kunder Phase-IV of the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY-IV), the Centre
informed the Lok Sabha on Tuesday.

Inawritten reply to a starred question,
the Ministry of Rural Development, accord-
ing to the news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO) said that Rajouri district
hasreceived the highest allocation with 41
road works spanning 256.96 km, followed

closely by Poonch with 40 roads covering
@ Turn on Page 2
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Cyber Crime.....

institutionalised, backed by sophisticated
technologies and global networks. He
stressed that tackling this evolving threat
requires seamless coordination among
multiple agencies, including the 14C, CBI, NIA,
ED, RB, state police forces, the Department
of Telecommunications, the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology, and
the judiciary.

The Home Minister said the Ministry of
Home Affairs has adopted a comprehensive
and multi-layered strategy to combat
cybercrime, focusing on real-time reporting,
robust forensic infrastructure, capacity
building, research and development, cyber
awareness, and cyber hygiene.

Sharing key enforcement figures, Shah
said the 14C portal has been accessed more
than 230 million times since January 2020,
with over 8.2 million cybercrime complaints
registered till November 2025. Of these,
around 1.84 lakh cases were converted into
FIRs. Through coordinated action on 3.61
lakh cyber fraud complaints, authorities
were able to freeze or recover Rs. 8,189 crore,
out of an estimated total fraud amount of
nearly Rs. 20,000 crore.

He also said that the government has
cancelled over 12 lakh suspicious SIM cards
and blocked more than 3 lakh mobile device
IMEI numbers, while 62 banks and financial
institutions have been integrated with the
cybercrime response system. The target, he
added, is to onboard all banks, including
cooperative institutions, by December 2026.

On financial inclusion, Shah noted that
more than 57 crore Jan Dhan accounts have
been opened, with RuPay debit cards nearing
40 crore and expected to cross 50 crore by
the end of 2026. He said over Rs. 48 lakh
crore has been transferred directly to
beneficiaries through Direct Benefit Transfer,
further expanding the scale of India’s digital
ecosystem.

During the event, Shah also presented
Medals for Distinguished and Meritorious
Service and Kendriya Grihmantri Dakshata
Padak to several CBI officers in recognition of
their outstanding contribution.

Calling for collective resolve, Shah urged
all stakeholders to strengthen coordination,
upgrade technological capabilities and
enhance public awareness to ensure that
India’s digital growth remains secure,
inclusive and resilient.

LG's Sainik.....

Highlighting its rapid-response mecha-
nism, the LGSSK also addressed a representa-
tion from a serving Agniveer regarding his
father’s medical emergency. Through
immediate inter-state coordination with
health authorities, the Kendra ensured timely
admission and treatment at a government
health facility, resolving the entire case
within just two days.

Officials said the institution’s people-
centric and outcome-driven approach has
strengthened the trust of soldiers and their
families, ensuring that welfare-related
concerns are addressed without delay or
procedural hurdles.

Launched as a landmark initiative, the
Lieutenant Governor’s Sainik Sahayta Kendra
functions as a dedicated single-window
platform for the welfare of serving personnel
of the Armed Forces and CAPFs, reaffirming
the administration’s deep respect and
gratitude for their unparalleled service and
sacrifice for the nation.

SKIMS Soura.....

Addressing concerns related to funding,
the government categorically stated that
there has been no change in the funding
structure of SKIMS. Budgetary allocations for
the institute continue to be made under the
Health Budget, ensuring uninterrupted
financial support for patient care, teaching
and research at Kashmir’s most important
tertiary care hospital.

On the issue of infrastructure and
maintenance, the House was informed that
prior to 2019, SKIMS had its own indepen-
dent Engineering Wing. However, following
the reorganisation, engineering wings of
several departments and institutions were
restructured as part of a broader administra-
tive overhaul. As a result, the Engineering
Wing of SKIMS was subsumed under the
Public Works (R&B) Division, Soura, which is
located within the SKIMS campus.

The government rejected the assertion
that this change led to neglect of projects or
lapse of funds. It said that all ongoing and
pending works of SKIMS were duly taken
over by the executing agency and have been
pursued in a time-bound manner. Most of
these works have already been completed
both physically and financially, while the
remaining projects are at an advanced stage
of completion.

Reiterating its commitment to restoring
and strengthening the “pristine glory” of
SKIMS Soura, the government assured the
House that all necessary administrative and
developmental measures are being taken to
ensure that the institute continues to serve
as the backbone of advanced healthcare in
Kashmir.

Budget 2026-21....

® 00 ©

in the prevailing circumstances, but a
clear roadmap has been laid out to take the
region towards stability, growth and
development,” CM Omar Abdullah said.

In a major assurance, the Chief Minister
announced that the long-pending regularisa-
tion of daily-rated and casual workers would
be initiated during the current year. “God
willing, we will begin the regularisation of
daily wagers this year, and we will continue
to support them,” he said, describing the step
as a significant relief for thousands of
families.

Taking a swipe at the opposition, CM
Omar Abdullah said they were frustrated
over the pro-people nature of the Budget.
“They are unable to digest the fact that we
have presented a Budget that prioritises the
needs and aspirations of the common
people,” he remarked, while recalling the
SRO-based employment support scheme for
militancy-hit families introduced in 1996,
which benefited thousands across the region.

Expressing gratitude to legislators for
their constructive participation, the Chief
Minister said several valuable suggestions
made during the debate would be considered
for implementation. He said the wide public
engagement with the Budget reflects
people’s expectations and trust in the
Government’s intentions.

Emphasising social justice as the corner-
stone of governance, CM Omar Abdullah said
the Government’s foremost responsibility is
towards the weakest and poorest sections of
society. He announced that free LPG cylin-
ders would be provided entirely from the
Union Territory’s own resources, without
depending on any central scheme. He also
announced a monthly assistance of Rs 4,000
for orphans and vulnerable families not
covered under any existing welfare pro-
gramme, along with new scholarships for
tribal children and economically weaker
students. The free bus travel facility for
women introduced last year, he said, has
been extended to persons with disabilities.

Stressing that Jammu and Kashmir lives in
its villages, the Chief Minister said rural
development forms the backbone of the
Government’s growth strategy. He said the
Budget gives major thrust to agriculture,
horticulture, animal husbandry, fisheries and
dairy development to strengthen the rural
economy and ensure sustainable livelihoods.
A new dairy development scheme aims to
increase milk production by one lakh litres,
while weather-based crop insurance for
horticulture has been introduced for the first
time to safeguard farmers against climate
risks.

CM Omar Abdullah also voiced concern
over provisions of the Indo-US trade deal,
warning that duty-free imports of walnuts,
almonds and other dry fruits could severely
impact Jammu and Kashmir’s horticulture
sector. He said such measures threaten the
livelihoods of local farmers and urged that
adequate safeguards be ensured, including
protection for apple growers.

Highlighting the importance of fiscal
prudence, the Chief Minister said the Special
Assistance for States for Capital Investment
(SASCI) scheme would provide Jammu and
Kashmir with interest-free financial support
for the next 50 years, calling it a responsible
step to strengthen capital investment and
reduce long-term financial burden.

The Chief Minister underlined his
Government’s focus on youth empowerment
through Mission YUVA, a flagship initiative
aimed at promoting entrepreneurship, skill
development and self-employment. He said
the programme is designed to harness the
potential of young people and enable them to
become active partners in the region’s
economic transformation.

Rejecting allegations that the Budget is
Kashmir-centric, CM Omar Abdullah said his
Government remains equally committed to
the aspirations of Jammu, citing the restora-
tion of the Darbar Move as evidence of
balanced regional development. He said the
Government is determined to correct past
imbalances and ensure equitable attention to
all regions.

He further emphasised that industries
receiving incentives and support from the
Government must prioritise the recruitment
of local youth, stating that industrial growth
should directly translate into employment
opportunities for the people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Concluding his address, CM Omar
Abdullah said the Budget 2026-27 represents
a comprehensive roadmap for inclusive
development, economic resilience and social
equity, reiterating his Government’s commit-
ment to deliver tangible results on the
ground and fulfil the aspirations of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir.

Rs. 3,450 Cr Booze.....

risks. It cautioned that a ban would also
adversely affect tourism, hospitality,
transport and manufacturing sectors,
besides resulting in the loss of livelihoods for
thousands of people associated with the
liquor trade.

The government’s disclosure of district-
wise figures showed that Jammu district
topped revenue generation, earning Rs.
51,262.41 lakh in 2022-23, Rs. 50,826.31 lakh
in 2023-24 and Rs. 52,292.83 lakh in

2024-25, supported by a steady rise in the
number of wine shops and bars. Kathua,
Samba and Udhampur also recorded
consistent growth, with Kathua generating
Rs. 12,694.98 lakh, Samba Rs. 10,299.42 lakh
and Udhampur Rs. 12,987.50 lakh in 2024~
25.

A significant spike was reported in
Rajouri, where revenue surged to Rs.
15,232.04 lakh in 2024-25 from Rs. 5,268.78
lakh in the previous year, reflecting a sharp
rise in sales. Reasi, Doda, Kishtwar and
Ramban posted moderate but stable figures,
while Poonch recorded comparatively lower
revenues over the three-year period.

In the Kashmir division, the presence of
liquor outlets remained limited, though
revenues showed a rising trend. Srinagar’s
earnings more than doubled from Rs.
3,086.77 lakh in 2022-23 to Rs. 7,632.90 lakh
in 2024-25, despite having only seven wine
shops and four bars. Anantnag, Baramulla,
Ganderbal and Kupwara also registered
gradual increases, whereas Pulwama,
Shopian, Bandipora, Budgam and Kulgam
had no bars or wine shops during the last
three financial years.

The government maintained that
regulated liquor sales are a key source of
revenue and employment, and any decision
on prohibition must carefully balance public
health concerns with economic stability,
social impact and law-and-order consider-
ations.

Fresh snowfall.....

Sonamarg, Doodhpathri, Tangmarg and
Pahalgam, besides Gurez, Sadhna Pass,
Dubjan-Herpora, Peer Ki Gali and the
Daksum-Sinthan top areas.

Parts of the Kashmir plains witnessed
intermittent rainfall during the afternoon,
officials told the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO).

The Meteorological Department said light
rain or snow is likely at most places on
Wednesday. From February 11 to 20, the
weather is expected to remain largely dry,
with brief spells of light snowfall over a few
higher reaches on February 14 and 17.

Temperatures improved noticeably across
the Union Territory on Tuesday. Srinagar
recorded a minimum temperature of 3.3
degrees Celsius, while Jammu city registered
12.3 degrees Celsius.

Among other places, Gulmarg recorded a
low of minus 3.4 degrees Celsius and
Pahalgam minus 0.4 degrees Celsius.

In the Jammu region, Katra town recorded
a minimum temperature of 11.2 degrees
Celsius, Batote 6.1 degrees Celsius, Banihal
3.2 degrees Celsius and Bhaderwah 2.4
degrees Celsius, the department said.

Day temperatures also showed an upward
trend, with Srinagar recording a maximum
of 10.6 degrees Celsius, while Jammu touched
22.4 degrees Celsius.

The weather office has forecast generally
cloudy conditions across Jammu and
Kashmir, with the possibility of light rain,
snow and gusty winds at many places.

A partly cloudy day with chances of light
rain or snow at isolated locations is expected
on Wednesday, followed by generally dry
weather on Wednesday and Thursday.

Cloudy weather with the possibility of
light snowfall over isolated higher reaches
has been predicted for Friday.

Partly cloudy to generally cloudy condi-
tions are likely on February 15 and 16, while
February 17 may see generally cloudy
weather with light rain or snow at scattered
places. From February 18 to 20, partly cloudy
weather is expected.

The Meteorological Department has
issued an advisory asking travellers and
transporters to check the status of highways
with the concerned authorities and strictly
follow official advisories.

Residents of snow-bound areas have been
advised to avoid venturing into avalanche-
prone higher reaches.

Officials said that, based on current
trends, February may end with an overall
deficit in rainfall across the region—(KNO)

JTFRP savings.....

August 2026 is met without compromise.
To ensure close supervision, the Chief
Secretary directed that each work be
assigned to a designated Executive Engineer,
with daily monitoring at the field level and
weekly progress reports to be submitted
directly to him.

Reiterating the importance of departmen-
tal ownership, the Chief Secretary impressed
upon the Public Works Department and
Health & Medical Education Department to
intensify monitoring at their respective levels
and ensure that both construction and
procurement activities progress at a satisfac-
tory pace.

Providing details, Secretary, Health &
Medical Education, Dr. Syed Abid Rashid
Shah, informed the meeting that the
department plans to significantly augment
critical care infrastructure using savings
under JTFRP. He stated that, in addition to
around 100 Advanced Life Support (ALS)
ambulances, the department will procure
100 ventilators, 250 multipurpose monitors,
100 portable ultrasound machines, 50
handheld X-ray units, along with other
essential medical equipment.

Briefing the meeting on project
execution, CEO, J&K ERA, Ms. Shreya
Singhal, informed that construction of
the additional block at LD Hospital is
currently underway and is expected to
be completed within the stipulated
timeline. She added that to fast-track
progress, pre-engineered structural
components are being fabricated in
Haryana and will be installed at the site.

On the State Emergency Operations
Centre (SEOC), the meeting was
informed that the project has achieved
around 80 per cent progress in civil
works and 35 per cent in electrome-
chanical works, with remaining
components being expedited to ensure
timely completion.

The meeting was further apprised
that JKMSCL is going to accelerate
procurement of additional equipment
for the Bone & Joint Hospital, along with
other critical care equipment and ambu-
lances, to ensure full readiness within
the stipulated timeframe.

Regarding bridge projects in Baram-
ulla district, it was informed that
construction of five bridges at
Shrakawara, Wahdina, Waza Mohallah
(Kreeri), Wagoora, and Trikolbal Pattan
has reached an advanced stage and is
targeted for completion by March this
year.

It was also informed that consultancy
services for preparation of the feasibility
study and Detailed Project Report (DPR)
for flood mitigation and comprehensive
river management of the Jhelum and
Tawi river basins are progressing
satisfactorily and are expected to be
completed as per schedule.

Reiterating the significance of JTFRP

in strengthening disaster resilience, the
Chief Secretary underscored the need
for continuous monitoring, seamless
inter-departmental coordination, and
proactive resolution of bottlenecks for
timely completion of all these projects.

Gol sanctions.....

204.40 km and Doda with 31 road
projects totalling 239.10 km .

As per the district-wise data, Reasi
has been sanctioned 21 roads (181.88
km), Ramban 24 roads (155.62 km),
Udhampur 20 roads (133.93 km) and
Kathua 15 roads (129.56 km). Border and
hilly districts including Kupwara (46.81
km), Baramulla (41.94 km), Bandipora
(47.93 km) and Kishtwar (93.21 km)
have also been covered under the
scheme.

In south Kashmir, Pulwama has been
allotted 14 road works (54.22 km),
Kulgam 13 roads (30.90 km), Anantnag 7
roads (19.50 km) and Shopian three road
projects (9.10 km), while in central Kash-
mir, Budgam has received 14 road works
(47.89 km) and Ganderbal 8 projects
(22.55 km).

The Ministry said that the UT of
Jammu and Kashmir has begun award-
ing works under PMGSY-1V, while
tendering processes in other States and
UTs are at various stages. The physical
and financial progress will start getting
reported after the finalisation of
tenders.

The PMGSY-IV aims to provide
all-weather road connectivity to uncon-
nected habitations, particularly in hilly,
border and aspirational areas, to strength-
enrural infrastructure and improve
access to essential services—(KNO)

Centre provides Rs 10,155 crore
to J6K under PMGSY to strengthen

rural road connectivity

m  HT NEWS NETWORK /
KNO

SRINAGAR, FEB10: The
Government of India on
Tuesday informed the Par-
liament that Jammu and
Kashmirreceived Rs 10,155
crore in central assistance
under the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMG-
SY) over the past ten years
and the current financial
year.

Replyingtoanunstarred
question in the Lok Sabha,
the Ministry of Rural Devel-
opment, according to the
news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO) said
that Jammu and Kashmir
has received one of the
highest financial alloca-
tions in recent years to
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strengthen rural road con-
nectivity.

“J&K received Rs. 488
crorein2015-16,Rs.755.61
crorein 2016-17,Rs. 1,400
crorein2017-18,Rs.590.77
crorein2018-19,Rs.695.50
crore in 2019-20, Rs.
1,727.30 crore in 2020-21,
Rs.1,328.34crorein2021-
22,Rs.717 crorein2022-23,
Rs.1,304.17 crorein 2023-
24, Rs. 1,028.25 crore in
2024-25, and Rs. 121.17
croresofarin2025-26," the
reply stated.

The Ministry said that
under various PMGSY inter-
ventions, thousands of kilo-
metres of rural roads and
bridges have been con-
structed across the country
to improve last-mile con-
nectivity, particularly in

hilly, border and remote
areas such as Jammu and
Kashmir.

It said that under PMG-
SY-1V, the government is
prioritising habitations
with population thresholds
of 250+ in hilly States and
UTs, including J&K, with
special focus on tribal, SC-
dominated and aspiration-
alareastoensureinclusive
accesstoall-weatherroads.

The Rural Development
Ministry maintained that
PMGSY continues to be
implemented as an area
development programme,
with habitations as the unit
of planning, to ensure equi-
table rural connectivity in
geographically challenging
regions like Jammu and
Kashmir—(KNO)
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Div Com Kashmir directs for uninterrupted
power supply during sehri & iftari

Also, directs for intensified market inspections ahead of Ramadhan

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB 10: In view of
the forthcoming holy month of
Ramadhan, Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir, Anshul Garg, on
Tuesday chaired a high-level
meeting toreview arrangements
aimed at facilitating smooth
observance of the fasting month
across the Kashmir Division.

The meeting was attended by
Deputy Commissioners, Senior
Superintendents of Police, Chief
Engineers of KPDCL, PHE and R&B,
along with officers from the Food
Safety Department, Srinagar
Municipal Corporation (SMC),
Urban Local Bodies (ULB), Food,
Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs
(FCS&CA), and Imams of promi-
nent mosques.

Addressing the meeting, the
Divisional Commissioner stressed
the need for coordinated and
comprehensive measures to

ensure public convenience
throughout the holy month. He
directed Deputy Commissioners
to ensure all the arrangements
in their respective districts.

Chief Engineer, KPDCL, was
instructed to ensure uninter-
rupted electricity supply across
thedivision during peak hours of
Sehri and Iftari.

To ensure the availability of

safeand quality food itemsinthe
market, the Divisional Commis-
sioner directed the Food Safety
Departmenttocarry outintensive
and regular market inspection
drivesacrossalldistricts. He also
emphasized strictaction against
traders involved in illegal profi-
teering.

Srinagar Municipal Corpora-
tion was asked to undertake
regular sanitation drives at
mosquesand shrines. Meanwhile,
the General Manager, SRTC, was
directed toaugment public trans-

port services, especially around
theHazratbal areaduringevening
and Taraweeh prayer hours.
Deputy Commissioners were also
urged to ensure adequate avail-
ability of public transport during
evening hours.

FCS&CA Department was
directed to ensure timely and
adequate distribution of ration
tomeetincreased demand during
the holy month.

CE, R&B was instructed to
repair the damagedroadsleading
tomosques and shrines while CE
PHE was asked to supply tap water
during the peak hours especially
at Sehri. He was also urged to
mobilize water tankers to provide
drinking water to the areasfacing
shortages.

The Divisional Commissioner
reiterated that all departments
must work in close coordination
toensure hassle-free observance
of Ramadhan by the public.
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Dean Faculty of Agriculture
Graces MSME-Sponsored
Entrepreneurship Programme
at SKUAST-K

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB 10: The Division of Agriculture Exten-
sion & Communication, Faculty of Agriculture, Wadura,
SKUAST-Kashmir organised a One-Week Entrepreneur-
ship/Enterprise Management Development Programme
(EDP) on the theme “Innovative Agri-Business Models
for Rural Youth: Linking Extension, Technology & MSME
Opportunities”, sponsored by the Ministry of Micro, Small
& Medium Enterprises (MSME).

The programme was graced by Dean, Faculty of
Agriculture, Prof. Shakeel Ahmad Mir, who attended
the event as the Chief Guest. In his address, Prof. Mir
highlighted the growing importance of agri-entrepre-
neurship and urged rural youth to adopt innovative
and technology-driven agri-business models for sus-
tainable livelihoods.

The Cluster Head, J&K Bank, was present as the Guest
of Honour and briefed participants about various finan-
cial schemes, credit facilities, and institutional support
available for agri-entrepreneurs and MSMEs.

The programme was coordinated by Dr. Syed Shafat
Kubrevi. During the training, Dr. Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Asso-
ciate Professor; Dr. Shujaat Hussain Bhat, Assistant
Professor; Dr.QadriJaveed Ahmad Peer, Assistant Profes-
sor; and Dr. Zahoor Ahmad Shah, Assistant Professor,
werealso presentand shared valuable insights and expert
inputsrelated to the course modules, enriching the learn-
ing experience of the participants.

Director Panchayati Raj Highlights

Key Responsibilities of Panchayat Secretaries

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 10: The 28-day
Induction Training Programme for
newly appointed Panchayat Secretar-
ies concluded today in Jammu. The
comprehensive curriculum featured
a five-day exposure visit to Him-
achal Pradesh alongside extensive
field studies across various Jammu
Panchayats, designed to equip train-
ees with practical experience in
administration, governance, and
grassroots service delivery.

Addressing participants at the
valedictory ceremony, Director of
PanchayatiRaj,ShamLal,emphasized
that Panchayat Secretaries serve as
the primary interface of the depart-
ment. He noted that they play a piv-
otal role in the entire governance
lifecycle—frominitial planningtothe
ground-level implementation of gov-
ernment schemes. "The success of
ruraldevelopmentinitiatives depends
largely on the efficiency, integrity,
and dedication of our secretaries,” he
stated.

Director Lal highlighted the essen-
tial duties of the new officials. He
directed the officials to maintain a

consistent presence in their assigned
areas, stay connected with the citi-
zenry. The Director further stressed
the highexpectations held by both the
departmentand the public, urgingthe
secretaries toworkwithtransparency
and a proactive sense of accountabil-
ity. He specifically noted their role in
public health, calling on them to lead
a shift in public mindset regarding

QPRI

sanitation and village hygiene.

Finally, he mandated therigorous
use of government portals and digital
tools—including the Karam Yogi plat-
form and various mobile applica-
tions—to enhance monitoring and
streamline service delivery.

Joint Director (Directorate of Rural
Development,Jammu) Avleen Kour
was also present on the occasion.

AKFAA Welcomes Government
Announcement on Expansion of
Cultural Centres in the Valley

m  GULFAM BARJI

SRINAGAR, FEB 10: The All Kashmir
Folk Artists Association (AKFAA) has
warmly welcomed the approval of the
budget for the establishment of addi-
tional cultural centres across various dis-
tricts of Jammu and Kashmir. Approved
for the first time in the Union Territory;,
this historic initiative is being described
as a significant milestone towards the
promotion, preservation, and revival of
the region’s rich and diverse cultural her-
itage.In a statement, the Association said
that the initiative reflects the present
government’scommitment to strengthen-
ing culturalinfrastructure and empower-
ing artists at the grassroots level. The
proposed cultural centres will provide an
effective platform for folk artists and cul-
tural practitioners, helping to safeguard
traditional art forms and ensure their
transmission to future generations.The
Association also praised the leadership
and vision of the Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Jammu and Kashmir, Mr. Omar Abdullah
and appreciated his proactive and sensitive
approach towards the promotion of arts
and the welfare of the cultural commu-
nity.Chairman of the Association, Mr.
Shah-e-Jahan Ahmad Bhagat stated that
the decision has generated renewed hope
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among folk artists across the Valley and
the region as a whole. General Secretary
Mr. Fayaz Ahmad Rather said that such
initiatives would play a vital role in pre-
serving and strengthening the cultural
identity of Jammu and Kashmir.The All
Kashmir Folk Artists Association expressed
heartfelt gratitude to the Hon’ble Chief
Minister for this landmark decision and
hoped that continued encouragement and
support would be extended to the cul-
tural sector in the future. The Association
also expressed hope that more cultural
centres would be established in other
districts of Jammu and Kashmir in the
coming times.

Wani Arfat Extends Heartfelt
Congratulations to Sabzar Ahmad Bhat
on His Short Story Collection “Ghutan”

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB 11: Anotable and intel-
lectually significant addition to contem-
porary Urdu literature was marked with
the formal release of “Ghutan”, the latest
shortstory collection by acclaimed fiction
writer Sabzar Ahmad Bhat. This publica-
tion, the author’s third major literary work,
standsout forits deep intellectual engage-
ment, social awareness, and powerful
reflection of present-day realities.

The dignified book release ceremony
was organized through the committed
efforts of Suhail Salim, Editor-in-Chief of
Koh-e-Maran, Miraj-ud-Din Fraz, Editor-
in-Chief of Nida-e-Kashmir and Zamin-
dar, and renowned writer and intellec-
tual Parvez Manoos, whose contributions
to Urdu literature are widely recognized
and respected.

The event was graced by the presence
of prominentliterary figures, scholars,and
intellectuals,lending academicdepthand
creative vitality to the occasion. Distin-
guished attendees included Mushtaq
Haider, Hasan Anzar, Professor Nasir
Mirza, Dr. Abdul Majeed Bhaderwahi,
Bashir Athar, Mohammad Yaseen Ganaie,
Liagat Abbas, Sheikh Gulzar,Manzoor Kant,
Talib Fayaz, Rehana Shajar, Mohammad
Yusuf Shaheen, Abdul Rasheed Rahgir
Ladakhi, Allama Nabi Shahid, Malik Man-

zoor, Hafiz Abrar, Fayaz Jamal Bhat, and
the author’s brother Asghar Mudassar
Ahmad Bhat. Their presence made the
gatheringboth memorable andintellectu-
ally enriching. The proceedings were con-
ducted with clarity and grace by Zubair
Qureshi, whose effective moderationadded
coherenceand polish tothe programme.On
theoccasion, Bashir Athar,HumayunJamal,
Miraj-ud-Din Fraz, and Noman Mudassar
presented gifts to the author as a gesture of
appreciation and encouragement.

Addressing the gathering, noted literary
figure Wani Arfat extended heartfelt con-
gratulations toSabzar Ahmad Bhat onthe
publication and successful launch of his
third book.He observed that Bhat’s fiction
vividly portrays the suffocation, inner
conflicts, and social contradictions of the
contemporary world with honesty and
artistic strength. He remarked that “Ghu-
tan” is not merely a collection of short
stories but asignificantintellectual docu-
ment of our time, one that adds fresh
meaning, direction, and depth to modern
Urdu fiction.

WaniArfatfurtherexpressed confidence
that Sabzar Ahmad Bhat would continue to
serve Urduliterature withthe same creative
sincerity, intellectual insight, and commit-
ment, and that his writings would keep
inspiring readers to reflect deeply on the
social realities of the present age.

Secretary RDD
reviews SBM-G, RGSA
implementation in J&K

m HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 10: Secretary, Rural Development
Department and Panchayati Raj, Mohammad Aijaz
Asad, today chaired a high level review meeting to
assess the implementation, progress and on-ground
impact of Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA)
and Swachh Bharat Mission-Grameen (SBM-G)
across Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by Director General
Rural Sanitation Anoo Malhotra; Director RDD
Kashmir Shabir Hussain Bhat; Director Panchayati
RajSham Lal; Director RDD Jammu Shahnaz Akhter;
Additional District Development Commissioners;
Deputy Secretary RD&PR Tahir Ahmad Magray;
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Superintending Engineers REW; Assistant Commis-
sioners Panchayat; Executive Engineers and other
concerned officers.

The Secretary reviewed the component wise
and district-wise status of tendering under SBM-G,
including major sanitation infrastructure such as
Faecal Sludge Treatment Plants (FSTPs), GOBARdhan
plants, DEWATS, Community Sanitary Complexes,
Plastic Waste Management Units, Segregation Sheds
and other sanitation assets. He directed the officers
toexpedite tendering process, remove procurement
bottlenecks and ensure transparency, quality and
adherence to timelines so that assets are made
operational without delay.

Reviewing the progress of Individual Household
Latrines (IHHLSs), the Secretary assessed coverage,
pendency and district-wise performance. He stressed
that no eligible household should be left out and
directed the district authorities to fast-track veri-
ficationand approval of pending applications along-
side enhanced community mobilisation to achieve
universal sanitation coverage.

The meetingalso reviewed Operation and Main-
tenance (O&M) mechanisms and Faecal Sludge
Management (FSM) policies.

Emphasising sustainability, the Secretary direct-
ed for early finalisation and operationalisation of
O&M and FSM frameworks. He stressed that func-
tionality and maintenance of sanitation assets must
receive top priority.

The Secretary reviewed the Annual Implemen-
tation Plan (AIP) 2026-27 under SBM-G, stressing it
be realistic, outcome-oriented and aligned with
ground-level needs. He emphasized quality infra-
structure, behavioural change, sustainability, con-
vergence and data-driven planning, directing for
timely submission to ensure smooth implementa-
tion. Asking the Additional District Development
Commissioners to fast-track land identification for
remaining Panchayats, the Secretary called for
early resolution of bottlenecks and advised explor-
ingrelocation options where suitable land is unavail-
able. He also stressed according top administrative
priority to completion of construction of Pan-
chayat Ghars.

Reviewing the status of Gram Panchayat Devel-
opment Plans (GPDPs), the Secretary underscored
the need for participatory, need-based and outcome-
oriented planning, with strong community par-
ticipation and effective convergence with depart-
mental schemes.

The meeting also reviewed the progress of co-
location of Common Service Centres (CSCs) in Pan-
chayat Ghars.

The Secretary directed for expediting the process
toensure CSCsare operational, thereby strengthen-
ing digital governance and citizen-centric service
delivery.

Reviewing the functioning of Panchayat Learn-
ing Centres (PLCs), the Secretary directed all Assis-
tant Commissioners Panchayat to make PLCs fully
functional and asked both Directors RDD to opera-
tionalise 40 newly established PLCs.

Highlighting the Panchayat Advancement Index
(PAI) 2.0 as a key tool for performance assessment,
the Secretary directed the officers to create wide-
spread awareness among Panchayats and stakehold-
ers and ensure active participation for effective
implementation of the index.
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HT EDITORIAL

Ensure all things are in
place during Ramadhan

The holy month of Ramadhan is just a few
days away and people are hoping that every-

month. Itisimportant that the basic amenities
face problems in this holy month. The onus is

Department (PDD) and Jal Shakti department.
These departments should ensure that qual-
ity power and potable drinking water is avail-
able to the people.

Overthe pastfew days, ithasbeen observed
that the power supply is not up to the mark.
The power supply was very good during the
previous months of winter but there has been

few days. Not to talk of non-metered areas,
the peoplelivingin the metered areas are also
facingunscheduled power cuts. These people
are quite upset over the frequent disturbanc-
es in the power supply.

There are dozens of areas in Srinagar and
other districts of Kashmir valley that are entitled
to round the clock power supply but these

one week or so. Given this scenario the resi-

supply in the upcoming holy month of Rama-
dhan. Round the clock power supply in Rama-
dhan is pivotal since people are busy in usu-
al prayers as well as special prayers.

Inthe same way itisimportant that drinking
wateris available to the people especially at
the time of Iftar and Sehri. The Jal Shakti depart-
ment officials need to pull up their socks and
ensure thatthere are minimal problems to the
people during the holy month of Ramadhan.
One canhope that all the officers and officials’
chipin and do theirbitin providing reliefto the
people during the month of Ramadhan. All
things need to be in the proper place so that
there are no hardships for the people.

At the same time, it is important that the
administration carries out review meetings
during the holy month of Ramadhan. This would
ensure thatthe officers and officials are always
on their toes and they don’t take people fora
ride. Itis the responsibility of the people man-
ning the different line departments to issue
directions to the subordinate staff so that all
necessary steps are taken to provide quality
services to the people.

thing will be in proper place during this holy
are available to the people so that they don’t

more on departments like Power Development

some deterioration in the same over the past

areas too are facing power cuts over the past

dents are quite perplexed over the power

Culture and Traditions of the
Tribal Communities of J6K

B REYAZ BADANA

It is the need of the hour that the tribal com-
munities of Jammu and Kashmir work collectively
forthe promotion and preservation of their culture,
traditions, and language so that their identity
remains alive for future generations. At the same
time, it is the responsibility of the government to
provide proper platforms to poets, writers, and
artists associated with the Gojri language, so that
triballiterature, culture, and heritage may flourish
and be safeguarded.

The tribal communities of Jammu and Kashmir,
particularly the Gujjar and Bakerwal tribes, form
anintegral part of the region’s social, cultural, and
historical fabric. For centuries, these communities
have lived close to nature, and their culture is
deeply rooted in simplicity, hard work, self-respect,
and collective values. Even today, the tribal society
retains a distinct identity through its traditions,
language, and way of life, although changes have
gradually emerged over time.

Marriage ceremonies within the tribal society
have traditionally been marked by simplicity.
Until nearly two decades ago, weddings were
conducted inavery modest manner. Brides were
often carried in dolis, while grooms would ride
horses as part of the wedding procession. These
scenes beautifully reflected tribal cultural values.
Marriages were largely performed in accordance
with Islamic traditions (Sunnah), leaving no room
for extravagance or unnecessary display. Even
the poorest families were able to arrange mar-
riages for their children with dignity, as simplic-

ity was regarded as true honor within the com-
munity.

However, with the passage of time, external
influences have increasingly found their way into
tribal society. In many areas, customs and prac-
tices of other communities are being adopted,
including lavish ceremonies, unnecessary rituals,
and excessive expenditures. These changes have
become a source of serious concern for poor and
ordinary tribal families, as economic pressure is
forcing them away from their traditional values of
simplicity.

The lives of the Gujjar and Bakerwal communi-
tiesare closely linked to grazinglands and livestock.
Animal husbandry has traditionally been their
primary occupation and the backbone of their
economic system. These communities migrate
seasonally, moving from high-altitude pastures to
plainsaccording to weather conditions. This nomad-
ic or semi-nomadic lifestyle reflects a deep and
enduring relationship with nature, which remains
a defining feature of their culture.

Traditional attire also plays a vital role in shap-
ing tribal cultural identity. Men generally wear

traditional kurta, shalwar, waistcoats, and distinc-
tive headgear, while women wear simple yet digni-
fied clothing, often adorned with traditional embroi-
dery and vibrant colors. These garments are not
only suited to the climate but also serve as symbols
of tribal identity.

Today, the Gujjar and Bakerwal communities
continue to face numerous social, economic, and
educational challenges. Although a dedicated
department hasbeenformally established toaddress
theissuesof tribal communities, it has yet tobecome
fully functional and effective. There is an urgent
need to activate this department so that tribal
people can benefit at the grassroots level and their
long-standing problems can be resolved ina mean-
ingful manner.

In conclusion, the culture and traditions of the
tribal communities of Jammu and Kashmir are
deeply rooted in simplicity, perseverance, and rich
heritage. Preserving and promoting this cultural
legacy requires collective efforts so that language,
literature, and traditions continue to thrive, enabling
the tribal society to move toward a dignified, self-
reliant, and progressive future.
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Wular Bird Festival 2026

A Celebration of Nature,

Wetlands and Community Spirit

A
v

m SHOIAB MOHMMAD BHAT

The spectacular banks of Wular
Lake are again reverberating with
the calls of migratory birds and the
thrill of nature lovers as the Wular
Bird Festival 2026 is being held from
9 to 13 February. The festival is an
amazing project thatis organized in
the serene beauty of Bandipora dis-
trict in Jammu and Kashmir. It is a
combination of conservation, educa-
tion, eco-tourism and cultural pride
on a meaningful common platform.

Waular Lake is one of the largest
freshwater lakes in Asia and holds
great ecological significance. It is a
Ramsar site of international signifi-
cance, which supports a rich biodi-
versity. Along with associated wet-
lands such as Wular Lake, Hokersar,
Haigam, Shalabugh, every winter,
thousands of migratory birds arrive
here after travelling long distances
like Central Asia, Siberia and even
parts of Europe, in search of shelter
in the serene waters and rich food
supply of wetlands, making it a par-
adise for birdwatchers and environ-
mental researchers alike.

The date of the Wular Bird Festival
2026 is particularly important as it
follows World Wetlands Day, cele-
brated globally on 2nd February. This
global celebration marks the signing
of the Ramsar Convention and high-
lights the necessity to preserve wet-
lands worldwide.

Wetlands like Wular provide eco-
logical services like purification of
the environment, flood control by
absorbing extra rainfall, recharging

the groundwater table, supporting
fishingactivities,among many other
ecological functions. However, wet-
lands all over the globe are facing
threats like urbanization, pollution,
and climate change due toencroach-
ment. With these activities taking
place in the wetlands, festivals like
the Wular Bird Festival are crucial in
raising ecological awareness and
promoting the adoption of a clean
environment.

The festivalisafive-day event that
offers a plethora of well-designed
activities, such as birdwatching ses-
sions where experts are available for
the identification of birds and their
migration patterns. The view of a
number of birds flying at sunrise over
the glittering waters of Wular is an
experience thatcannotbe forgotten,
creating a sense of proximity with
nature itself.

Besides birdwatching, the festival
alsoincludes educational workshops,
awareness campaigns, photography
competitions, and interactive ses-
sions. School and college students
are also involved in these programs
and learn about biodiversity, conser-
vationmeasures,and the significance
of sustainable development. This kind
of exposure motivates young minds
to be future custodians of the envi-

ronment.

Community involvementisanoth-
ersignificantaspect ofthe Wular Bird
Festival. The local people, such as
homestay owners, boatmen, eco-
guides, and small vendors, are the
direct beneficiaries of the boost in
tourism during the event. Eco-tour-
ism is responsible and it provides
livelihood opportunities and at the
same time protects the natural
resources. When the local communi-
ties are made stakeholders in con-
servation, environmental protection
becomes a collective responsibility
and not a far-fetched idea.

The employment of local, trained,
and educated young minds as bird
guides has great potential, as this abil-
ity not only serves to increase their
recreational experiencebutalsorecalls
amarked changeatthelocallevel with
regard to environmental issues.

The festival also has other cultural
activities. As such, the festival offers
information on the traditional crafts,
food, and performances of the people
of Kashmir. This shows an intimate
relationship between the people and
their environment. Wetlands are not
simply ecological systems but, in fact,
cultural landscapes as well.

Overtheyears, it hasexperienced
problems such as siltation, weed

growth, and encroachment. Never-
theless, the positive changes have
come aboutin the course of sustained
improvement works as well as
increasing awareness among the
people. The fact that activities such
as the Wular Bird Festival take place
isapointer to the increasing interest
in promoting the ecosystem within
the lake. It is an indicator that col-
lectively,degraded environments can
be rejuvenated to restore ecological
balance.

The presence of migratory birds
atWular Lakeisa strong representa-
tion of global interconnectedness.
These birds move across continents,
relying on various ecosystems to
survive, Without the protection of
wetlands such as Wular Lake, Hok-
ersar, Haigam, and Shalabugh, the
whole migratory chain is broken.
Thus, local conservation helps in
protecting biodiversity globally.

The Wular Bird Festival 2026 is
more thanagathering of bird enthu-
siasts. It represents a broader move-
menttowards environmental respon-
sibility, community participation,
and sustainable coexistence. It
reminds us that conservation is not
a one-time effort but a continuous
process rooted in awareness, action,
and care.

In a nutshell, the Wular Bird Fes-
tival 2026 stands as a celebration of
diversity, a strengthening of our
efforts to protect our wetland con-
servation initiatives, and a light of
hope for coexistence. The Wular Bird
Festival can help remind us that pro-
tecting the wetlands today means a
healthier planet tomorrow by bridg-
ing our commitment to World Wet-
lands Day and our local action at
Waular Lake. The songs of the migra-
tory birds are a simple but powerful
message that nature thrives because
we choose to protect it.

shoaibhat2018@gmail.com
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Discussion on Budget 2026-27 concludes

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 10: The
Jammu and Kashmir Legislative
Assembly today concluded the
discussion onBudget 2026-27 with
Legislators deliberating on various
developmental priorities besides
sector specific issues.

Leader of Opposition Sunil
Sharmaremarked that the Budget
2026-27 outlines the government's
one-year roadmap and should
provide relief to the people. He
emphasized that the government
should address the Opposition's
queries.

He raised issues related to
employment, regularization of
daily wagers and rehabilitation of
terror victim families. He also
demanded job policy for
unemployed youth of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Initiating the debate on the
concluding day of the budget
discussion, MLA Dr.Bashir
Ahmad Shah Veeri, while
speaking in support of the
Budget, said that the budgetary
allocations  reflect the
government’s collective
responsibility towards the
people of Jammu and Kashmir.

He stated that the Budget
presented is clearly guided by the
responsibility rather than populism,
adding that in the present
circumstances,emphasis on capital
investment is both timely and
significant.

Dr. Veeri said that the Budget
has been preceded by wider
consultations withall stakeholders
toensureinclusivity and balanced
development across J&K.

Legislator Saif-ud-din Bhat said
that the Budget has addressed all
key aspectsand will prove beneficial
for the people of Jammu and
Kashmir. He noted that Kashmir
isendowed with abundant natural

resources and emphasized the
need for their sustainable
utilisation.

Raising constituency specific
concerns, he highlighted gaps in
various sectors and demanded
upgradation of health, education
and other basic infrastructure to
improve service delivery.

Speaking during thediscussion,
MLA Ranbir Singh Pathania noted
thatdiverse opinions had emerged
on the Budget presented in the
House. He added that the
government should have taken
more concrete steps towards
employment generation.

Joining the debate, Legislator
Sajad Gani Lone said that the Budget
could have placed greater emphasis
on employment generation and
expressed concern over the
increasing reliance on outsourcing
of jobs. He said that Budget should
help create more positive economic
ambience conducive to attract
investment and generating
sustainable employment
opportunities.

Inhisaddress, MLA Mian Mehar
Ali said that while the Budget
contains many positive measures,
it must ensure equitable
development between rural and
urban areas. He also emphasized
the need to open tourist
destinations, saying this would
help local people generate
livelihood opportunitiesand boost
the regional economy.

Speakinginfavourofthe Budget,
Legislator Sheikh Ahsan Ahmed
Pardesi said that people are
witnessing positive changes in
their lives, reflecting progress in
growth and development.

MLA Pawan Kumar Gupta,
while joining the budget debate,
said thatthereal test of governance
liesin the outcomes of government
actions and directions and how
effectively public promises are
translated into tangible results on
the ground.

Speaking during thediscussion,
Legislator Irfan Hafiz Lone said
that the Budget is guided by a
commitment to work for welfare

of the people and is anchored in
a pledge to continue striving for
theirinterests within the available
resources.

He highlighted thelong pending
demands of Anganwadi workers,
vocational teachers, Rehbar-e-
Janglat and casual labourers. He
said these issues deserve focused
attentionand urged the government
to accord top priority to health
and education sectors.

Referringto the ChiefMinister’s
budget speech, he said that the
remarkson casual labourers were
optimistic and offered arenewed
sense of hope.

Speaking during thediscussion,
MLA Irshad Rasool Kar called for
strengthening of embankments
around Wular Lake and dredging
to address the flood related
concerns in his constituency.

He said that significant
improvement has taken place over
thelastyear, bringing reliefto the
people.He also thanked the Chief
Minister for sanctioning various
development projects in his

constituency.

Legislator Mushtaq Guroo said
that the Budget has addressed all
sections of society and taken care
of a wide range of issues. He
described the Budget as people
friendly,adding that the interests
ofthe poorest sections have been
adequately safeguarded.

Speaking during the discussion,
MLA Randhir Singh appreciated
the pre-budget meetings saying
thatall MLAs were taken on board,
reflecting a consultative approach
in budget formulation.

He also raised various
constituency specific issues on
various sectors.

Joining the debate, Legislator
Javaid Riyaz Bedar appreciated
improvement in the surface
connectivity between Jammuand
Srinagar.

Appreciating Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah for touchingevery
sector in the budget 2026-27, the
Legislator said that both regions
have huge potential for pilgrimage
tourism.

Speaking during the debate,
MLA Khursheed Ahmad Sheikh
reflected upon promises by the
current government. He also
demanded starting work on the
GMCHandwaraand asserted that
work be expedited on all projects
pending for last several years in
Langate Constituency.

In his address to House, MLA
Tarig Hameed Karra said that the
Budget was comprised of three
components, whichare hope, intent
and delivery. He said this budget
isruralandinfrastructural specific.

He welcomed the
announcements for electricity
infrastructure, supportto farmers
and upgradation in Health and
Educationsectors. He stressed that
effective executionis required for
its solid implementation on the
ground.

ADDC Shopian chairs awareness

stressed the need for awareness and

DC stresses need for awareness and preventive safeguards

m  HT NEWS NETWORK of Al tools, and cyber threats.

DLSA Shopian organises awareness
programme on 'Mediation for the
Nation 2.0" at District Court Complex

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN, FEBRUARY 10: District Legal Authority
(DLSA) Shopian today organized a special awareness
programme on "Mediation for the Nation 2.0" at
District Court Complex Shopian to promote awareness
on mediation as an effective mode of alternative
dispute resolution.

The events were organized under the supervision
of Mehmood Ahmad Chowdhary, Chairman DLSA
(Principal District & Sessions Judge) Shopian and the
guidance of Mudasar Farooq, Secretary DLSA Shopian.
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Mehmood Ahmad Chowdhary, Chairman DLSA
(Principal District & Sessions Judge) Shopian and
Secretary DLSA Shopian, Mudasar Farooq laid emphasis
on mediation. They addressed the gathering that
mediation can play an effective role in disposal of
cases which is flexible, expeditious in nature, less
expensive and restore social harmony.

All the trained mediators were directed to give
their best to make mediation process an effective
way for disposal of cases. All the judicial officers of
District Shopian were directed to identify and refer
maximum number of cases for mediation and actively
participate and coordinate to make this campaign
successful and strengthen in the mediation through

The DC added that structured
training and awareness programmes
on Al and safe internet practices will
be started in schoolsacross the district
to equip students and teachers with
practical knowledge on responsible
Alusage, digital safety and wellbeing.

DIO, NICKulgam, Nadeem Yousuf,
along with other experts and speakers,
also spoke about safe browsing
practices, digital responsibility,
responsible use of Aland theimportance
of community participationinbuilding
a secure online environment.

preventive safeguards. He said that
with technology usage at an all-time
high, ensuring the safe and responsible
use of the internet and Al tools has
become essential.

He emphasized that awareness at
alllevelsisnecessary and that teachers
have a particularly important role in
guiding students toward ethical, secure,
and productive use of digital platforms.
Heunderlined that preventive measures,
digital literacy, and early education
are key to safeguarding users from
online risks, misinformation, misuse

process of dialogue."

The 90-day mediationdriveis justice at the doorstep.
Mediation not only saves time and resources but also
preserves relationships”, said the Chairman DLSA.
He also appealed to the lawyers, litigants and general
public to come forward and take advantage of this
campaign while highlighting how disputes, especially
matrimonial matters, MACT, NI Act, Civil Disputes,
Criminal Compoundable Cases and recovery suits
can be resolved effectively through mediation.The
programme was attended by all the judicial officers,
legal aid defense counsels, the Learned Advocates,
PLVs and general public.

event, emphasizes adopting
safer digital practices

KULGAM, FEBRUARY 10: Safer
Internet Day was today observed in
Kulgam with a focus on the theme
“Smart Tech, Safe Choices - Exploring
the Safe and Responsible Use of AL.”

Deputy Commissioner (DC)Kulgam,
Athar AamirKhaninaugurated amega
sensitization programme, organised
at the Mini-Secretariat Kulgam.

Addressing the gathering, the DC
highlighted the growing penetration
of digital technology and artificial
intelligence across the country and

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN, FEBRUARY 10: In a bid to strengthen
cyber awareness and promote responsible digital
practices, National Informatics Centre (NIC), Shopian
todayorganised acomprehensiveawareness programme
onthe occasion of Safer Internet Day at Mini Secretariat,
Shopian.

DC Srinagar, SSP hold District NCORD meeting;
73 driving licences disqualified, 56 vehicles
blacklisted under NDPS Cases in district

DC Budgam presides over Safer
Internet Day Programme

B HT NEWS NETWORK

The programme was chaired by Additional District
Development Commissioner (ADDC) Shopian, Dr.
Nasir Ahmed Lone and was attended by officers/
officials of various developments.

Addressing the participants, the ADDCunderscored
the growing dependence on digital platforms in
governance and service delivery and stressed the
importance of maintaining robust cyber hygiene. He
highlighted that safeguarding sensitive government
data, preventing cyber breaches and adopting secure
digital practices are essential for ensuring efficiency,
transparency and public trust in administration.

Ontheoccasion, experts from NIC, Srinagar, Ishfaq
Ahmed, Network Engineer, NIC, Shopian, Zaffer Ahmed
and others delivered detailed presentations on major
cyber threats such as phishing, malware, databreaches
and identity theft. The sessions also covered best
practices related to password management, secure
handling of official information, data privacy, safe
use of social media and effective mitigation strategies
against cyber risks.

Special emphasis was laid on the safe and ethical
use of Artificial Intelligence, encouraging officers to
adopt Al toolsresponsibly while ensuring compliance
with data protection norms and ethical standards.

The event was organised in line with the nationwide
'Safer Internet Day' campaign, aimed at fostering a
secure, inclusive and trustworthy digital environment.

Officers attending the programme were encouraged
to further disseminate the knowledge gained through
internal training and awareness sessions within their
respective departments and wider audience to ensure
wider outreach and long-term impact.
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BUDGAM, FEBRUARY 10: Deputy
Commissioner Budgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
ud-din Bhat, today presided over a
district-level awareness programme to
mark Safer Internet Day 2026, organised
under the aegis of the Information
Security Education and Awareness (ISEA)
Project of the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology (MeitY),
in collaboration with NIC and other
stakeholder departments.

The programme was organised as part
of the nationwide campaign being observed
across the country on the second Tuesday
of February, with the theme “Smart Tech,
Safe Choices”, focusing on promoting safe
and responsible use of the internet and
Artificial Intelligence (AI).

The event also served as a national-
level precursor to the upcoming Al Impact
Summit 2026 scheduled to be held in
New Delhi from February 15th to 20th.

While addressing the participants,
the DC highlighted the growing
importance of digital safety in today’s
technology-driven world and stressed
the need for creating widespread
awareness among students, government
employees, and the general public
regarding cyber threats and safe online
practices.

He underscored that with the
increasing use of digital platforms and
Al-based tools, citizens must be equipped
with the right knowledge to protect
themselves from cyber frauds,
misinformation, and data breaches.

The DCemphasised that responsible

and ethical use of Al is essential for
ensuring inclusive and people-centric
development. He also stressed the role
of Al in key sectors such as healthcare,
agriculture, education, and governance,
while cautioning against its misuse for
scams, deepfakes, and misinformation.

During the programme, detailed
presentations were made on key aspects
including safe internet usage, cyber hygiene
practices, common cyber threats such as
phishing, OTP and UPI frauds, fake customer
care scams, malware, deepfake and Al voice
scams, online shopping frauds, and digital
arrest scams. Participants were sensitised
onmechanisms for reporting cybercrimes
through the National Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal and the helpline number 1930.

The participants were also educated
on best practices such as use of strong
passwords, enabling two-factor
authentication, avoiding suspicious links,
securing UPI and card transactions, and
protecting personal identifiable
information. Awareness resources
including www.staysafeonline.in and
www.infosecawareness.in were also
highlighted.

Anonline pledge for safe and responsible
use of Alwasadministered,and participants
were encouraged to enrolin ISEA e-learning
courses and download the ISEA Cyber
Hygiene mobile application to further
strengthen their understanding of cyber
safety.

Besides, DIO Informatics, the
programme witnessed active participation
from officials, students, teachers,
Representatives from Revenue, RDD and
other stakeholders.

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 10: A meeting
of District Level Committee on Narco
Coordination Centre(NCORD) was Tuesday
held under the chairmanship of Deputy
Commissioner(DC)Srinagar, Akshay Labroo
here at the Meeting Hall of the DC Office
toreview the ongoing anti-drug measures
and efforts to curbdrugabuse and and drug
trafficking in the district.

Senior Superintendent of Police(SSP),
Sandeep Chakravarthy was also presentin
the meeting.At the outset, the meeting
conducted acomprehensive review of inter-
agency coordination tocombatdrugabuse,
including identification of drug hotspots,
confiscation of vehicles under NDPS and
ongoing anti-drugIECactivities, particularly
ineducational institutions tosensitize youth
about the illicit effects of narcotics.

The meeting was informed that, as per
the directions of the NCORD Committee,
the District Administrationin coordination
with the Police and other stakeholder
departments, has launched a massive
crackdown on drug peddlers and drug
trafficking.Acting firmly against offenders,
thedrivinglicences of 73 accused involved
in narcotics cases have been disqualified.
Inaddition, 56 vehicles have been blacklisted
by the Regional Transport Office, Kashmir
under the NDPS Act.Addressing the meeting,
the DCappreciated the Transport Department
and other stakeholders for strengthening
administrative controls by suspending
licences and blacklisting vehicles involved
in NDPS cases, thereby disrupting the

logistical support of drug peddlers. He
reiterated that driving licences and vehicle
registrations are privileges not rights and
thatanyone found misusing them for drug-
related offences will face strict action without
any leniency.The DCemphasized that such
measures will continue across to curb the
drug menace in the district and break the
supply chain of narcotics trade. He underlined
the administration’s firm resolve to protect
society, especially the youth, from the
devastating impact of drugs.

SSP Srinagar, in his remarks, stated that
the action against drugs shall continue and
the message of zero tolerance against drug
crimesisloud and clear. He stated that drug
peddlers will face criminal prosecution,
disqualification of licences, blacklisting of
vehiclesand other punishmentsas warranted
under law.On the occasion, the meeting
decided to further strengthen coordination
among stakeholder departments and
continue focused enforcement, preventive
awareness, and rehabilitation measures to
effectively combat the drug menace in
Srinagar district.

The meeting was attended by Regional
Transport Officer, Kashmir, Qazi Irfan,
Additional Deputy Commissioner Srinagar,
Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz, Dy Superintendent of
Police, Syed Sleeth Shah, Programme Officer,
ICDS, SDM West Irfan Bahadur, SDM East,
Zubair Ahmad, District Social Welfare
Officer, DrMukhtar Ahmad, Assistant Labour
Commissioner, Adnan Tariq, Chief Medical
Officer, Dr Tahir Sajad and Officers of Excise,
Drug Control Organization, YS&S, Heads
of ATFs and other concerned.
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DC Srinagar inspects developmental works in Harwan
Block; takes onsite review of ongoing works

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 10:
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Srinagar, Akshay Labroo, on Tuesday
undertook an extensive onsite visit
to various Panchayat Halqas of
HarwanBlockand inspected several
ongoing developmental works in
the area aimed to improve road
connectivity and enhancing public
convenience.

The DC was accompanied by
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Srinagar, Mir Imtiyaz ul Aziz; Chief
Planning Officer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar;
Superintending Engineer R&B,
Tatheer Manzoor, SDM East, Zubair
Ahmad, Assistant Commissioner
Development, Executive Engineer
R&B, Farid Ahmad, and other
concerned officers. DDC Member
from Harwan Block, Shabir Ahmad
Reshi, was also present during the
inspection.

During the visit, the Deputy
Commissionerreviewed the ongoing
construction of three bridges over
MalooriNallahat Syedpora,Sarabagh,
and Gandtal-Ganimohar Road.

Whileinspectingthe construction
of the bridge at Syedpora Bala over
Maloori Nallah along with the link
road to Mavas Canal, the DCassessed
the progress and quality of work
anddirected the concernedexecuting
agencies to ensure completion of
the project within the stipulated
timelines while maintaining quality
standards as per approved
specifications.

The DC was informed that over

65 percent of the work on the project
hasbeen completed. The projectis
being executed by the R&B
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Department under NABARD. It was
further apprised that the bridge
structure isalmost complete, while

work on the approach road is in
progress and the link road is
scheduled to be taken up shortly.

Similarly, at Sarabagh area of
Syedpora, the DC took stock of the
construction of the bridge over
Maloori Nallah being executed
whichis expected to significantly
improve connectivity for the
adjoining areas.

Later, the DC inspected the
ongoing works on the construction
of the bridge over Maloori Nallah
at Gandtal-Ganimohar Road, being
executed by the R&B Department
under NABARD. The DC reviwed
the progress of the works and issued
necessary directionstothe concerned
officers toensure timely completion
of the project to benefit people in
local habitation.

The DCwasinformed that about
35 percent of the work has been
completed on the project, which
willimprove connectivity in Gandtal,
Ganimohar, Dardkhovar, Moshpajan,
Dar, Fakir Gujriand other adjoining
areas.

During the visit, the Deputy
Commissionerinteracted withlocal
residents and stated that the
completion of bridges over Maloori
Nallah along with approach and
link roads will significantly enhance
connectivity and benefit several
habitations in the area.

He emphasized the importance
of quality infrastructure for
improving public convenience and
directed officers to maintain close
monitoring of all developmental
projects in the block.

DC Ganderbal chairs preparatory meeting
for Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra-2026
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GANDERBAL, FEBRUARY 10: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Ganderbal, Jatin Kishore
today chaired a review meeting here to
assess the comprehensive action plan for
the forthcoming Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra
(SAN]Y)-2026.

During the meeting, detailed
deliberations were held on action plans
submitted by various departments, with
a focused emphasis on strengthening
service delivery and upgrading
infrastructure to ensure a smooth and
safe Yatra for pilgrims.

Key areas discussed included
augmentation of healthcare facilities,
sanitation, slide protection measures,
parking arrangements, mobile connectivity,
transportservices, disaster preparedness,
and other essential infrastructure
components.

Officers from concerned departments
apprised the chair of the status of their
preparations and ongoing works related
to SANJY-2026.

The DC issued slew of directions to
the concerned departments to augment
necessary infrastructure toensure seamless
facilities to the pilgrims for smooth and
safe yatra.

Directions were issued to undertake
necessary repairs to power and water
supply infrastructure on the Yatra track
damaged due to rains and landslides,
besides desilting and debris clearance
along the track.

The DC also issued instructions for
proper maintainence of roads and parking
areas in Base Camp besides proper
barricading to ensure smooth movement
of pilgrims and ponies.

To ensure smooth and uninterrupted

=T

operations, directions were issued for
providing power backup for on-spot
registration and RFID counters. Further,
PHE Department was instructed to plan
and augment water sources well inadvance
to avoid any shortage of water during
Yatra.

Rural Development Department was
alsoinstructed to prepare acomprehensive
sanitation and waste management plan
and ensure adequate deployment of men
and machinery.

In order to ensure hassle free
connectivity, telecom authorities were
directed to ensure adequate connectivity
at the Base Camp and along the Yatra
route.

The DC stressed upon the officers to
ensure timely submission of finalized action
plans for early execution of works.

The meeting was attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Syed Fahim Bihaqi;
Chief Executive Officer, Sonmarg
Development Authority; Additional
Superintendent of Police; Superintending
Engineer KPDCL, Superintending Engineer
JalShakti; Assistant Commissioner Revenue,
Sub-Divisional Magistrate Kangan, Chief
Medical Officer, Chief Education Officer,
Executive Engineers and officers and
officials from various line departments.

DC Srinagar presides over Mega Awareness Camp at Harwan for
coverage under Government welfare schemes

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGARFEBRUARY 10: With
an aim to cover every eligible
beneficiary under Government
welfare schemes in rural areas,
ensuring no eligible beneficiary
isleft out,amegaawareness camp
was held at Nayabat Office in
Harwan Blockof Srinagar district.

Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Srinagar Akshay Labroo, presided
over the awareness programme
organised by Block Development
Office, Harwan in collaboration
with District Administration
Srinagar.

The awareness programme
focused onidentifyingleft-outand
eligible citizens, providing on-the-
spot facilitation, ensuring timely
documentation and enabling
instant registration through
departmental counters and CSC
support ensuring 100% coverage
and last-mile delivery of key
schemes of various departments.

The awareness camp witnessed
alarge participation of people from

DC Ganderbal reviews progress of works
under District CAPEX, UT CAPEX, CDF and
SASCI schemes for F.Y. 2025-26
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Harwan, Fakir Gujri, Dara, Syedpora
and other adjoining villages who
were sensitized about the benefits
of various welfare schemes
includingVayVandanaYojana(VVY),
Pradhan MantriShram Yogi Maan-
Dhan(PMSYM, ABHA, JK SEHAT,
PM-KUSUM, Pension schemes of
Social Welfare Department and
other allied schemes.

Speaking on the occasion, the
DC emphasized that the purpose
of saturation is not merely
conducting camps, but ensuring
that the benefits of Government
welfare schemes reach every
deserving household. He stressed
upon coordinated efforts of all
departments, field functionaries,
and local institutions to ensure
doorstep servicedelivery, real-time
grievanceredressaland awareness
generation at the village level.

While highlighting the benefits
ofthe schemes, the DCurged people
to take maximum benefit from
theawareness campand getregister
under the scheme as per eligibility.

The DC also directed Officers

to continue the camp for next few
days so that beneficiaries are
registered under the schemes
within the stipulated timeframe.

During the programme, the
Deputy Commissioner handed over
VVY and PMSYM cards to the
eligible beneficiaries.Inaddition,
the DCalsoinaugurated a Special
Health Camp and a dedicated
Registration Camp forVVY,PMSYM
and other schemes, enabling on-

the-spot registrations and
facilitation for the public.
Additional Deputy

Commissioner Srinagar, Mir Imtiyaz
Ul Aziz, Chief Planning Officer,
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Superintending
Engineer R&B, Tatheer Manzoo,
SDM East, Zubair Ahmad, Assistant
Commissioner Development, Tariq
Ahmad Reshi, Block Development
OfficerHarwan, Mohammad Muggsit
Wani, other district/Block level
Officers were present on the
occasion. DDC members Shabir
Ahmad Reshiand Shaista Jan also
attended the  awareness
programme.

DC Kupwara reviews functioning of
Health Sector in

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA, FEBRUARY 10: Deputy
Commissioner Kupwara, Shrikant Suse,
chaired a series of meetings to review key
health sectorinitiativesincluding Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) and Tele-
Consultation (e-Sanjeevani).

He reviewed block wise performance
under ABHAID generationand scan & share
service.The Deputy Commissioner directed
underperforming medical blocks toimprove
performance throughintensified enrolment
drive. He emphasised coordinated efforts
byHealth,ICDS and Common service centres
to improve performance in the 0-5-year
age category.

It was informed that individuals can
also self-enrol under ABDM to generate
their Health ID through the link ( https://
healthid.ndhm.gov.in ).

The DCalsoreviewed the advancement
oftelemedicine services across the district,
designed to enhance specialist healthcare
accessibility, particularly in remote and
border regions.

Dr. Zaffar Akbar, Chief Medical Officer,
Kupwara briefed block-wise progress under
E-Sanjeevani OPD and E-Sanjeevani AB-
HWLC.Itwasinformed that the E-Sanjeevani
is being operated through 11 functional
hubs, 5 functional hubs cum spokes and
130 functional spokes, enabling doctor-to-
patient and doctor-to-doctor consultations
to reinforce healthcare delivery.
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Taking serious note of low coverage in
some medical blocks, he directed BMOs to
ensure substantial progress is achieved in
nextone month. He alsodirected the CMO
to take action against non-performing
officers/officials at HWCs and PHCs where
progress is unsatisfactory.

The Deputy Commissioner also reviewed
therollout of Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
vaccination programme. He stressed the
importance of inter-departmental
coordination between Health, school
education and social welfare department
and called for intensified IEC campaign.

The meetings were attended by Chief
Medical Officer Kupwara, Chief Planning
Officer, District Immunization Officer,BMOs
and officials from Health, Education, ICDS

and others.

District Admin Budgam organises Day-
long Programme under NMBA
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BUDGAM, FEBRUARY 10: The District
Administration Budgam in collaboration
withInformationand PRdepartment Budgam
today organised a day-long district-level
awareness programme under the Nasha
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan (NMBA) at the Indoor
Sports Stadium, Budgam. The Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Budgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
ud-din Bhat who attended the programme
asthe Chief Guest, delivered acomprehensive
address highlighting the serious physical,
psychological, social, and economic
consequences of substance abuse on
individuals, families, and society at large.

It was emphasised by the DC that drug
addiction notonly destroysindividual lives
butalso weakens the social fabric, thereby
posing a grave challenge to the overall
development and well-being of the
community.While addressing the gathering,
it was stressed that the menace of drug
abuse cannot be tackled by enforcement
agencies alone and that a holistic and
collective approach is required.

The DC underlined that coordinated
efforts of parents, teachers, educational
institutions,communityandreligiousleaders,
civil society organisations, healthcare
professionals,and youth groups are essential
for effectively preventing and combating
drug addiction. The DC further said that
early awareness, timely intervention,
counselling, and rehabilitation are key

components in addressing the issue in a
sustainable manner. He exhorted the youth
to remain vigilant, stay away from drugs,
andchanneltheirenergy towardsconstructive
and positive pursuits such as sports,
education, skill development,and community
service. Hereiterated thata drug-free youth
is the foundation of a strong, progressive,
and prosperous society. The DC also
highlighted the importance of strengthening
de-addiction and rehabilitation services
and ensuring that affected individuals are
provided with proper medical, psychological,
and social support to facilitate their
reintegration into society.During the
programme, a series of expert talks were
delivered by medical professional Dr. Shahid
and subject expert DSWO Budgam wherein
participants were sensitised about the health
hazards of drug abuse, signs and symptoms
of addiction, and available treatment and
counselling mechanisms. Ashortawareness
film on the ill effects of substance abuse
was also screened, followed by cultural
performances and a skit, which effectively
conveyed strong messages against drug
addictioninanengaging manner.A pledge
taking ceremony under the Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyaan wasalsoorganised, wherein
DC budgam administered “NASHA MUKT
BHARAT PLEDGE “to the participants and
the participantsreaffirmed their commitment
toremaindrug-free and toactively contribute
towards spreading awareness against drug
abuse in their respective communities.

m HT NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL, FEBRUARY 10: Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Ganderbal, Jatin Kishore today chaired a
comprehensive meeting here to review the physical
and financial progress of works under District CAPEX
budget, CDF, SASCI, Tribal Plan, UT CAPEX and DA-
JGUA schemes for the financial year 2025-26.

At the outset, Chief Planning Officer briefed the
meeting regarding the progress achieved under District
CAPEXBudget, sector wise status of new and ongoing
works, and expenditure statement for new and ongoing
works.

DC reviewed sector wise position of tendering,
allotment, and completion, besides status of projects
under SASCIL.

DCdirected all executing agencies to ensure early
completion of the remaining District CAPEX works.
He emphasized strictadherence to quality standards,
transparency in execution and proper utilization of
funds under the District CAPEX budget.

He instructed that the works not taken up yet to
be expedited and completed at the earliest.

DCfurtherinstructed the departments to expedite
financial expenditure to avoid lapsing of funds and
ensure regular monitoring of works at the ground
level.

BDOs and all executing agencies were directed
to closely monitor the execution of CDF works and
take up remaining works at the earliest.

DCalsotooka detailed review of various ongoing
projects under the Special Assistance to States for
Capital Investment (SASCI) programme.

Heinstructed officers to maintain strictadherence
tothe approved deadlines and ensure thatall ongoing
projects are executed with high standards of quality
and transparency. He also directed the executing
agencies to ensure proper financial management and
utilization of funds.

DCalsoreviewed the progress of UT Capex works
pertaining to the Revenue Department and works
under the Tribal Plan. He directed the executing
agencies to ensure timely completion of all works
under the UT Capex sector and to utilize the released
funds timely.

The meeting was attended by Superintending
EngineerJal Shakti Department, Chief Planning Officer,
Assistant Commissioner Development, Executive
Engineers from KPDCL, R&B, PHE and I&FC, Block
Development Officers, District and Sectoral Officers,
besides other concerned officers and officials.
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CS pushes for robust tracking
for lifelong rehabilitation of victims

Calls institutional support key 1o redlise

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 10: Chief Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, today chaired
a high-level meeting of senior
officers to deliberate upon and
give shape toarobust mechanism
for rehabilitation and reintegra-
tion of drugabuse victims across
thedistricts of Jammuand Kash-
mir.

The meeting was attended by
Principal Secretary, Home; Com-
missioner Secretary, General
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enhancement of rehabilitation
processes.

Itwas further highlighted that
the rehabilitation framework
envisages standardized reha-
bilitation protocols and counsel-
ling units across J&K. The impor-
tance of integrating skill
development programmes, live-
lihood support, start-up credit
linkages, self-employment assis-
tance and private sector partner-
ships was also emphasized to
ensure sustainable recovery of

Administration Department
(GAD); Commissioner Secretary,
Social Welfare Department; Com-
missioner Secretary, School Edu-
cation Department; Secretary,
Health & Medical Education
(H&ME); Secretary, Skill Develop-
ment Department (SDD) and
Labour & Employment (L&E);
Secretary, Rural Development
Department (RDD); Director Gen-
eral, Budget; Director, Informa-
tion; Managing Director, JKRLM,;
Director Colleges and other con-
cerned officers.

While reviewing the frame-
work, the Chief Secretary stressed
the need for systematic tracking
of every registered drug abuse
victim who comes forward for
treatment to ensure sustained
handholding, rehabilitation and
social reintegration. He empha-
sized thatsuchindividuals should

be monitored for several years
post-treatment and provided
opportunities in livelihood gen-
eration, skill development, self-
employment or education based
on individual rehabilitation
needs.

Highlighting the importance
ofinstitutional support, the Chief
Secretary called for dovetailing
resources and manpower of mul-
tiple departments to ensure com-
prehensive supporttoindividuals
at every stage of recovery. He
observed that while family and
societal supportremains crucial,
long-term reintegration into
mainstream society largely
depends on strong institutional
mechanisms.

The ChiefSecretary noted that
motivating victims to undergo
treatment is only the first step
and must be complemented by

regular follow-up, counselling
and livelihood supportto prevent
relapse.He underscored the need
for an end-to-end mechanism
covering awareness generation
through IEC campaigns, treat-
ment, counselling, rehabilitation
and post-rehabilitation engage-
ment of affected youth.

To ensure accountability and
effectiveness, he directed the
creation of a district-level moni-
toring framework under senior
officers, supported by dedicated
teams toidentify gapsand ensure
lifetime rehabilitation outcomes.
He further instructed develop-
ment of an integrated online
platform with clearly defined
departmental roles and unique
identification for each benefi-
ciary toenable real-time tracking
and case management.

During the meeting, Commis-

sioner Secretary, Social Welfare
Department, Sarmad Hafeez,
made a detailed presentation
outlining the proposed inter-
departmental coordination
mechanism and post-rehabilita-
tion framework. He informed that
under the ongoing Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan, adedicated Task
Force hasbeen constituted under
the chairmanship of Principal
Secretary, Home Department,
with the mandate to plan, coor-
dinate and monitor rehabilitation
and reintegration interventions
across departments.

The meeting was informed
that the Task Force will focus on
multi-departmental coordina-
tion, standardized screening and
referral mechanisms, availability
of trained psychiatrists in hospi-
tals, strengthening law enforce-
ment for supply reduction and

rehabilitated individuals.

The meeting also underscored
the need for school-based preven-
tive programmes, community
engagementinitiatives, post-care
monitoringsystemsand strength-
eningofinfrastructure and capac-
ity building. The rolesand respon-
sibilities of departments
including School Education,
Higher Education, Rural Develop-
ment, Skill Development, Labour
& Employment, Health, Home
and Social Welfare were clearly
delineated to achieve the long-
term objective of a drug-free
Jammu and Kashmir.

Reaffirming the government’s
commitment, the Chief Secretary
stressed thataddressingdrugabuse
requires a whole-of-government
andwhole-of-society approachto
safeguard the future of youth and
build a healthier society.

J&K observes Safer Internet
Day 2026; launches UT wide
outreach campaign

m HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 10: The Information Technology
Department, today observed Safer Internet 2026,
reaffirming its commitment towards promoting
safe, secure and responsible use of internet among
the citizens, particularly youth and vulnerable sec-
tions of society.

As part of the event observance at Civil Secre-
tariat Jammu,aworkshop on cyber safety and cyber
crime awareness was organised, bringing together
the government officials, domain experts, J&IK Police
and stakeholders to deliberate upon emerging cyber
threats and the importance of cyber hygiene.

Commissioner Secretary Science and Technol-

ogy, Dr. Shahid Igbal Chaudhary, chaired the event.
He emphasised the need for collective responsibil-
ity in ensuring a safe digital ecosystem. He high-
lighted the importance of digital literacy and aware-
nessinsafeguarding the citizens against cyber frauds,
misinformation and online exploitation.

Dr. Shahid Igbal launched various initiatives
including e-Brochure on Safer Internet Day, Bulk
SMS Campaign and Radio Jingles to promote safe
internet practices, in presence of Secretary Informa-
tion Technology Department Dr. Piyush Singla.

Singladelivered the keynote address, underlining
the government’sinitiatives towards strengthening
the cyber security awareness and capacity building
across Jammu and Kashmir. He stressed the impor-
tance of proactive citizen engagement, responsible
digital behaviour and close coordination with J&K
Police to mitigate cyber frauds.

Detailed presentations on the subject were deliv-
ered by ASIO, National Informatics Centre (NIC)and
Albeena Malik, Deputy SP, Crime Headquarters,
highlighting safe digital practices, prevalent cyber-
crime trends, preventive measures and best prac-
tices for citizens to remain safe in the digital space.

As part of outreach activities, Common Services
Centres (CSCs)dedicated awareness canopies across
various locations from 9th to 10th February, 2026,
providing information and guidance to citizens on
safe internet usage and cyber fraud prevention.

Further strengthening the grassroots outreach,
various awareness campaigns were organized at
district, block and Gram Panchayat level, in close
coordination with the district administration and
CSCs, with massive participation in schools, degree
colleges and ITIs.

®© 00 ©

Govt considering 5 marla land allotment
to Bagra tlood victims: Deputy CM

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 10: Deputy Chief Min-
isterSurinder Choudharytoday said that
thegovernmentisconsideringallotment
of 5 marla land plots to the eligible
families hit by flash floods at village
BagrainKathuadistrictontheinterven-
ing night of 16th and 17th August 2025.

TheDeputy ChiefMinister wasreply-
ing on behalf of Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah to a question raised by Legis-
lator Dr. Bharat Bushanin the Legislative
Assembly today.

He said that as per SDRF norms, a
compensation of Rs. 4 lakh each was
released in favour of the Next of Kin
(NOK) of the deceased and additional
Rs.2lakheachwasalsoreleased through
the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund. He
added that Chairman,Red Cross Society
Kathua(Deputy Commissioner Kathua)
also released Rs. 50,000 compensation

each to the NOKs of the deceased.

The Deputy Chief Minister said that
heavy flash floods triggered by flash
rainsandlandslides occurred inseveral
areasofVillage Bagra, whichresultedin
unfortunate loss of two persons and
damages to various private and public
properties.

He informed the House that seven
houses fully damaged during the flash
floods were duly compensated as per
SDRFguidelines. He added that tempo-
rary restoration measures have been
taken by the district administration
while the line departments are taking
furthernecessaryactionfor permanent
restoration. He said that during this
period, the affected families were shift-
ed to safe lodgement centres, where all
basic amenities like food, water, medi-
cines and blankets were provided to
them.

The Deputy CM added that the link

road in Bagra has been damaged to a
length of 1.20 km and some temporar-
ily restored stretches will be fully rein-
stated by August 2026.

He said that during the recent spell
of heavy rainfall/flash floods, certain
low-lying areas of Kathua Town were
affected, resultingindamage toresiden-
tialhousesand property, particularlyin
areas located near natural drainage
channelsandKathuaKhad.Hesaid that
due to sudden heavy discharge of rain-
water, Kathua Khad experienced over-
flow at several vulnerable locations,
causing erosion of embankments.

He added that the proposal of chan-
nelizationand protection workinSahar
Khad hasbeendulyincorporatedinthe
DPRs titled “Construction of flood pro-
tection works on Sahar Khad/Maggar
Khad/SukhalKhad and other tributaries
of river Ravi” under NABARD, with a
total estimated cost of Rs. 1500.71 lakh.

Public Notice

1, Zahid Ahmad Koka, S/o Abdul Aziz Koka, R/o Batkoot,
Pahalgam, do hereby inform the general public that the Date of
Birth mentioned in my Driving Licence is incorrect.

The Date of Birth recorded in the Driving Licence is wrong.
However, my correct Date of Birth is 05/03/1994 as per my Aadhaar
Card and official records.

I have applied to the concerned RTO office for correction of
my Date of Birth in the Driving Licence to match my Aadhaar
details.

If any person has any objection regarding this correction, he/
she may contact the undersigned within 7 days from the publication
of this notice. After that, no claim or objection shall be entertained.

Applicant:

Zahid Ahmad Koka
S/o Abdul Aziz Koka
R/o Batkoot, Pahalga

Public Notice

It is hereby informed to the general public that Green Glade
Tour & Travel, registered with the Tourism Department, Pahalgam,
is operating illegally.

Any person dealing with the said tour and travel agency does
so at his/her own risk. The Tourism Department, Pahalgam, shall
not be responsible for any loss or damage incurred.

Any claim or objection in this regard shall not be entertained
after this notice.

The Applicant:

Naeem Fayaz Malik

S/o Fayaz Ahmad Malik

Resident of Bhatte Kote, Pahalgam

Public Notice

I have changed my name (old name ) Mohammad Aslam Rather
to( New name) Mohammad Aslam.In future I will be known as
Mohammad Aslam (New name).If anybody having any objection
he/She may contact passport office Srinagar within 7 days and no
objection Il be accepted.

Name Mohammad Aslam
R/o: Rajbagh Srinagar

Public Notice

I have cleared my loan from J&K Bank Drass of the vehicle
bearing registration number JKO07 3463. Anybody having any
objection may contact Manager, J&K Bank, Drass within the period
of 7 days from the publication of this notice.

Name- Mohd Ismail
S/0- Ghulam Hussain
R/O- Chokwyal, Drass

Public Notice

It is information for general public that i have changed my
DOB 04/08/2003 to 15/07/2008 . If anybody is having any objections
he or she may contact madina public high school baliharan within
07 days after 07 day no objection will be accepted

Name Wilayat mohammad
R/o chainabal

Laptop Care House

Wholesale Dealer Of New And Pre Used Laptops
DEALS IN ALL KINDS OF LAPTOPS AND ACCESSORIES
REPAIRING OF: ALL TYPES OF LAPTOPS & DESKTOP:

D<AL -

lenovo ‘.ﬂf'
7006083461

SERVICE

FOR ALL

Deputy CM launches ODOP
Fest to boost J&K Products
Nationally

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 11: Deputy Chief Minister Surinder
Choudhary today inaugurated ODOP Fest, Buyer
Seller Meet, organised by the Jammu & Kashmir
Trade Promotion Organisation (JKTPO) under the
One District One Product (ODOP) and Districts as
Export Hubs (DEH) initiatives at Convention Centre,
Jammu.

The event is being held under the theme and tagline
“Connecting District Treasures to National Markets.”

The event aims to promote the unique ODOP
products of Jammu and Kashmir and provide a strong
national level platform to the local producers, artisans
and enterprises to connect directly with buyers from
across India.

The inauguration ceremony was also attended by
the senior officers from the Industries & Commerce
Department and other officials.

Addressing the gathering, the Deputy Chief Minister
underscored the importance of the ODOP initiative in
promoting district-specific products, strengthening
grassroots entrepreneurship and creating sustainable
livelihood opportunities.

He emphasized that platforms such as the ODOP
Fest play a vital role in connecting the local producers
with wider markets, enhancing exports and position-
ing Jammu and Kashmir’s unique products in national
and global value chains.

Addressing the participants, Sudershan Kumar,
Managing Director, JKTPO, stated that the ODOP Fest
has been conceptualised as a flagship trade promotion
platform aimed at connecting the district treasures to
national markets by facilitating structured buyer-sell-
er interactions, promoting branding of ODOP products
and creating sustainable domestic and export market
linkages.

Office of the Chief Project Officer
National Fish Seed Farm, Manasbal

Department of Fisheries, Government of Jammu and Kashmir
Email: cpo-manasbal@jk.gov.in, Ph: 01954295287

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE

In order to enhance outreach and visibility of scheme and to ensure wider participation of eligible beneficiaries, applications are
invited from Fish Farmers/Fish Workers/Fish Vendors/Entrepreneurs/Private firms/members of Fishers Cooperative Society,
Fishery Self Help Groups, Joint Liability Groups, FFPOs for “Providing Three Wheeler with Ice Box including E-Rickshaws
for Fish Vending” under centrally Sponsored Scheme “Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY)” for the financial
year 2025-26. Applicants who have already applied in response to the earlier advertisement No: CPO/NFSF/M/25/796-99, Date:
26-12-2025, need not apply again. Their applications shall remain valid and will be considered as per the revised/updated

uidelines, if any. The scheme details are as mentioned below.

S. Unit Cost No of .
No. Type (lacs) Units Pattern of Funding
Providing Three Wheeler with Ice Box Govt. share 40% of the | Beneficiary share 60%
01 including E-Rickshaws for Fish 03.00 04 unit cost. of the unit cost
Vending

The applications should reach in the office of the Chief Project Officer, National Fish Seed Farm, Manasbal by or

before 16™ of February 2026 up to 04:00 p.m.

Terms and Conditions

01. The applicants must be not less than 18 years and not more than 60 years of age as on the date of submission of application.

02. The applicant must be a domicile of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, supported by a valid Domicile Certificate
and falling under the jurisdiction of Chief project Officer, National Fish Seed Farm Manasbal.

03. The applicant must be an active fisher/fish vendor/fish worker/members of Fishers Cooperative Society, Fishery Self
Help Groups, FFPOs continuously engaged in fish vending/marketing or fisheries-related livelihood for at least three (03)
consecutive years immediately preceding the date of application. The applicant shall submit copies of fishing licences or
other documentary proof of vending/marketing/entrepreneurial activity for each of the last three (03) years.

04. The applicant must possess a valid Driving Licence for the category of vehicle (Three Wheeler/E-rickshaw) as per the
Motor Vehicles Act and Rules. The applicant shall comply with all Transport Authority norms.

05. The applicant must possess a valid QR-coded Aadhaar Card.

06. The applicant must not have availed similar benefits earlier under PMMSY or any similar Central/State/UT Government

scheme.

07. Final eligibility shall be subject to field verification and certification by the Department of Fisheries, J&K. Any false
declaration or suppression of facts shall lead to rejection of the application and recovery of assistance with penal action,

as per rules.

08. The applicant must fulfil the criteria as per the guidelines of the PMMSY scheme/ Department of Fisheries, J&K.
09. The final selection of beneficiaries shall be made by the District Level Committee (DLC) constituted vide Government

Order No. 944-JK(GAD) of 2020 dated 15-10-2020.

Further details may be sought from the office of the Chief Project Officer, National Fish Seed Farm Manasbal during the

office hours.

DIPK: 10769/25 | Dated: 10-02-2026

Sd/- Chief Project Officer,
National Fish Seed Farm Manasbal
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FESTIVAL OF MOTHER LANGUAGES; 46TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF ADBI MARKAZ KAMRAAZ (AMK)

Writers, Poets Call for Preserving J&K’s Multilingual
Heritage, Seek Classical Status for Kashmiri Language

"Poets and Writers Must Safeguard the Multilingual Ethos of J&K : Abdul Rahim Rather

B JEHANGIR BUKHARI

JAMMU, FEB 10: A Powerful Call to
preserve Jammu and Kashmir’s rich
multilingual heritage and a resounding
demand for granting classical language
status to Kashmiri marked the opening
day of the 46th three-day Annual Liter-
ary Conference of Adbi Markaz Jammu
& Kashmir (AMK), which began here on
Tuesday under the theme “Mother
Tongue Day.”

The conference opened on aninspir-
ingand inclusive note withamultilingual
mushaira, presided over by eminent
literary figures Manshoor Banihali, Syed
Sad-ud-Din Saidi, K. D. Mainiand others,
setting a vibrant cultural tone for the
deliberations. Poets and writers repre-
senting Kashmiri, Dogri, Gojri, Pahari,
Punjabi and other regional languages

showcased the Valley’s linguistic diver-
sity and shared literary legacy.

Inaugurating the conference, Speak-
er of the Jammu & Kashmir Legislative
Assembly, Abdul Rahim Rather, urged
poets, writers and intellectuals to take
the lead in preserving and promoting
theregion’s multilingual ethos, describ-
ing it as the cornerstone of Jammu and
Kashmir’s cultural identity.

“Jammuand Kashmirisaland of many
languages, and this diversity is our col-
lective strength. Poets and writers have
a historic responsibility to nurture and
protect this priceless heritage,” Rather
said, lauding Adbi Markaz Kamraz for
providing acommon platform to differ-
entlinguisticcommunities and fostering
unity through literature.

He said that honouring genuine and
quality writers not only enriches litera-

ture but also motivates the younger
generation to remain rooted in their
cultural traditions, thereby strengthen-
ing social harmony.

The proceedings were conducted by
Vice-President AMK Shakir Shafi, while
General Secretary Shabnum Tilgami
presented the annual report of the organ-
isation, outlining its literary and cul-
tural activities.

In his welcome address, President
Adbi Markaz Kamraz J&K highlighted
the vital role of language and literature
inbuilding bridges among diverse iden-
tities and guiding society toward a
higher sense of unity. Expressing concern
over the growing cultural disconnect
among youth, he called for collective
effortstorevive and strengthen linguis-
tic and civilisational bonds.

A major highlight of the inaugural

session was the strong and united
demand for granting classical language
status to Kashmiri. Most speakers pas-
sionately advocated this long-pending
recognition, asserting that Kashmiri
fully meets the established criteria for
classical languages.

Delivering the presidential address,
Sahitya Akademi Convener (New Delhi)
Professor Shad Ramzan made acompel-
ling case for the classical status of Kash-
miri, citing its rich cultural ethos, vast
literary treasure and history spanning
thousands of years.

“Kashmiri is one of the oldest living
languages, with a profound philosophi-
caland literary tradition. Itsrecognition
as a classical language is both justified
and overdue,” he said, urging that the
demand be vigorously pursued at all
government and academic levels.

Participants echoed his views, noting
that classical status would significantly
enhance research, preservation, and
promotion of Kashmiri language and
literature. The day-long proceedings also
saw the felicitation of eminent poets and
writers representing various regional
languages, including Aseer Kashtiwari
(Kashmiri), Vijay Verma (Dogri), Javid
Rahi (Gojri), K. D. Maini (Pahari), Khalid
Hussain (Punjabi) and Prem Nath Shad
(Kashmiri), in recognition of their con-
tributions to literature.

Throughout the sessions, speakers
and participants underlined the need
for sustained and collective efforts to
promote mother languages, preserve
linguistic diversity and strengthen cul-
tural harmony, setting a positive and
purposeful tone for the remaining two
days of the conference.
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