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Tech-Driven Border Shield Vital

to Counter New Threats : Amit Shah

Home Minister lauds BSF's Valour at Jammu Border, Announces Push for Modern Surveillance and Personnel Welfare

B HT NEWS NETWORK

Jammu, Feb 6: Stressing that frontline
vigilance must now be strengthened by cutting-

edge technology, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday said that emerging security
challenges demand advanced technological
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Amit Shah Reviews J&K Security

Grid in Jammu, Signals
Tolerance to Terror
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

Zero

JAMMU, FEB 6: Union Home Minister Amit Shah on
Friday chaired a high-level security review meeting in
Jammu, bringing together the top brass of the armed
forces, central security agencies and the Jammu and
Kashmir administration to comprehensively assess the
prevailing security scenario and fine-tune the counter-

terror strategy in the Union Territory.

The meeting, attended by Army Chief General Upen-
dra Dwivedi and senior civil, police and intelligence
officials, assumes critical significance in the backdrop
of intensified anti-terror operationsin the Jammuregion
that have led to the elimination of four hardened
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Tourism Takes Centre Stage
in J6K Budget, ¥180 Cr Boost for
Amarnath Yatra Infrastructure

CM Omar Abdullah Unveils Ambitious Roadmap for Sustainable
Tourism, Heritage Revival and Youth Employment as J6K
Logs Record 1.61Crore Tourist Visits

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 6 : Placing tourism at the heart of Jammu and
Kashmir’s economic revival, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on

Friday announced a major push to strengthen pilgrimage infra-
structure, promote sustainable tourism and revive cultural
heritage, proposing 2180 crore for modernisation of facilities

@ Turnon Page 2

Jammu Metro Plans Gather
Pace, Railways Press Kerala
to Unblock Key Projects

Custom High-Altitude Train Design Ready;
Vaishnaw Flags Land and Environmental Hurdles
Stalling National Rail Expansion

B HT NEWS DESK / AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, FEB 6: The Centre on Friday signalled
fresh momentum on the long-awaited Jammu
Metro project, with Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw telling the Rajya Sabha thataspecial train
design suited for high-altitude regions is ready and
a decision on its rollout is imminent. At the same
time, he urged the Kerala government to extend full
cooperationtoresolve land and environmentalissues
delaying major railway projects in the state.

During Question Hour, BJP-nominated MP Gulam
Ali sought clarity on plans for a Metro system in
Jammu. Responding, Vaishnaw said that while
Metro projects fall under the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs, the Railways has prepared a
customised design to address the technical chal-
lenges of operating trains in the demanding terrain
of Jammu and Kashmir.

“Rail operations in high-altitude areas are com-

plex and require special engineering solutions.
@ Turn on Page 2

200 Units Free Power for AAY
Families Near Approval
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB 06: Minister for Health
and Medical Education, Sakeenaltoo, today
informed the House that the government
iscommitted to provide monthly 200 units
of free electricity to every household of
Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) category in
Jammuand Kashmirand the project,inthis
regard, is at its final stage of approval.

The Minister stated this while replying
@ Turn on Page 2

Army Chief Reviews Jammu Security
Grid, Honours Hero Cop for Anti-Terror Operation

B HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

JAMMU, FEB 6: Chief of Army Staff
(COAS)General Upendra Dwivedion Friday
visited the headquarters of the White
Knight Corps (XVICorps)inJammuto assess
the operational preparedness of troops and
review the prevailing security situationin
the region, reaffirming the Army’s com-
mitment to maintaining peace and stabil-
ity in Jammu and Kashmir.

During his visit, the Army Chief was
briefed on the counter-terrorism grid and
ongoing security operations. He appreci-
ated the close coordination and opera-
tional synergy among the Army, Jammu
and Kashmir Police, and other security
agencies, describing it as crucial for effec-
tively countering terrorism and ensuring
public safety.

Inasignificant highlight of the visit, Gen
Dwivedi decorated Majalta Station House

Officer (SHO) Sub-Inspector Abdul Satar
Choudhary with a Commendation Disc in
recognition of his exceptional courage and
leadership in a recent operation in the Jof-
fer forest area of Ramnagar in Udhampur
district. The joint operation led to the neu-
tralisation of two hardcore Pakistani ter-
rorists affiliated with the Jaish-e-Moham-
mad outfit.

The Additional Directorate General
@ Turn on Page 2

Railway Push in Kashmir: DPRs Finalised for Qazigund-
Budgam Doubling, Baramulia-Uri New Line

B HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, FEB 6: The Centre
on Thursday announced that
Detailed Project Reports (DPRs)
have been prepared for two major
railway projects in Jammu and
Kashmir — doubling of the Qazi-
gund-Srinagar-Budgam section
(118 km) and a new rail line from
Baramulla to Uri (40 km) — in a
significant step towards expanding
rail connectivity in the Kashmir

i
§\'

Valley and strengthening infra-
structure in the border areas.

Replying to a question in the
Rajya Sabha,
Railways, Information & Broadcast-
ing and Electronics & Information
Technology, Ashwini Vaishnaw, said
the projectsareaimed atenhancing
passenger and freight movement,
improving strategic connectivity
and acceleratingeconomicdevelop-
ment in the region.

Union Minister for
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Nine-Month Closure of Key Kashmir
Tourist Spots Cripples Local Economy
m HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 06: Prolonged closure of some of Kashmir’s
most prominent tourist destinations has pushed hundreds
of families dependent on tourism into economic distress,
with Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on Thursday assuring
that the issue will be taken up with the Union Home Minis-
ter for early reopening and relief measures.

Replying to a question by MLA Khansahib Saif-ud-Din
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Sub-Zero Nights Contlnue No Mcuor Snowfall Expected In J&K Till Feb 16

HT News Network

SRINAGAR, Feb 6: Night tempera-
tures across Jammu and Kashmir
continued to remain below normal,
withall weather stations in the Kash-
mir Valley recording sub-zero mini-
mums, even as the Meteorological
Department predicted largely dry
weather over the coming days.

According to the department, no
major spell of rain or snowfall is

till February 16

parts of the region.

expected across the union Territory

MeT said indications suggest a
possibility of light snowfall at a few
higher reaches of north and central
Kashmir on February 6,
towards late evening or night. How-
ever, February 7 and 8 are expected
to remain generally dry across most

@ Tumn on Page 2

mainly

Dairy sector a key engine of
agricultural economy

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SAMBA, FEB 6: “The dairy sector has
emerged as one of the most dynamic pillars
of the rural economy of Jammu and Kash-
mir, playing a transformative role inimprov-
ing the socio-economic condition of small,
marginal and landless farmers”, stated
Minister for Agriculture Production, Rural
Development and Panchayati Raj, Coop-
erative and Election Department, Javid
Ahmad Dar, during his visit to the Animal
Farm at Bari Brahmana, Samba, on Friday.

The Minister said that the J&K govern-
ment has identified the dairy sector as a
key growth engine of the agricultural
economy and a cornerstone for strengthen-

ing rural livelihoods. Under the Dairy
@ Turn on Page 2
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Tech-Driven.....

solutions to ensure foolproof border man-
agement.

Addressing Border Security Force (BSF)
personnel during his visit to forward posts
along the International Borderin Kathuadistrict,
Shah underlined that while the commitment
and alertness of troops remain the backbone
of border security, modern threats such as
drone-based infiltration, high-tech surveillance
and cross-border smuggling require equally
sophisticated countermeasures.

“The challenges faced on the borders today
arevastly different from those of the past. Along
with constantvigilance, technological advance-
ment has become indispensable,” the Home
Minister said while interacting with jawans at
Gurnam and Bobiyian border outposts in the
Hiranagar sector.

Shah was accompanied by Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha, Home Secretary Govind
Mohan, IB Director Tapan Kumar Deka and BSF
Director General Praveen Kumar.

He said the government hasresolved tomark
the 60th year of the BSFas the year of moderni-
sation and welfare, announcing that a dedi-
cated team in the Ministry of Home Affairs is
working onimproving infrastructure, surveil-
lance systems and service conditions of BSF
personnel.

“Weareready toinvest whateveris required
tomodernise border security. Betterinfrastruc-
ture and high-tech equipment will not only
strengthen surveillance but also reduce the
hardships faced by our soldiers,” Shah said.

The Home Minister also praised the BSF for
its exemplary role during Operation Sindoor,
duringwhich 118 enemy posts and three terror
launch pads across the border were destroyed
under the Jammu frontier.

“This remarkable operation has become a
golden chapter in BSF’s glorious history. Your
courage and resolve ensured that the borders
remained secure even during the most chal-
lenging times,” he said.

Paying tribute to martyrs Sub-Inspector
Mohammad Imtiyaz and Constable Deepak
Chingtham, Shah said their supreme sacrifice
symbolised the highest traditions of bravery
and duty. He later laid a wreath at the martyrs’
memorial at Bobiyian.

Shah’s visit comes amid heightened anti-
terror operations in Jammuand Kashmir, which
haveresultedinthe elimination of four hardcore
Jaish-e-Mohammad terrorists in Kathua,
Udhampur and Kishtwar districts over the past
two weeks.

Highlighting the BSF’s contributions beyond
border guarding, Shah said the force has also
played a crucial role in counter-insurgency
operations, Maoist-affected regions and disas-
ter relief efforts, including last year’s flood
response in Punjab.

“Wherever the nation has needed you — from
Kashmir to the Northeast and from anti-Mao-
ist operations to disaster relief — the BSF has
always stood firm with unmatched courage
and dedication,” he said.

Shah concluded by saying that the entire
nation sleeps peacefully because of the relent-
less commitment of BSF personnel guarding
the borders day and night.

Amit Shah Reviews.....

Pakistan-based terroristslinked to the Jaish-
e-Mohammad (JeM)and aseries of encounters
across Kathua, Udhampur and Kishtwar districts
over the past two weeks.

This was the second major security review
chaired by Shah within a month. Earlier, on
January 8, he had presided over a comprehen-
sivereview in New Delhi, directingall security
agencies to pursue counter-terror operations,
dismantle terror networks and choke terror
financing in a focused “mission mode,” while
reiterating the government’s resolve to achieve
aterror-free Jammuand Kashmir at the earliest.

Friday’s meeting at Lok Bhavan was attend-
edbyJammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha, Union Home Secretary Govind
Mohan, Northern Army Commander Lt Gen
Pratik Sharma, General Officer Commanding
of Jammu-based White Knight Corps Lt Gen P
K Mishra, Director General of Police Nalin
Prabhat, Intelligence Bureau Director Tapan
Deka, Border Security Force Director General
Praveen Kumar, CRPF Director General G P
Singh, and other senior officers from the Army;,
paramilitary forces, police, civiladministration
and intelligence agencies.

Officials said the deliberations focused on
reviewing the ongoing counter-terrorist oper-
ations, strengthening the anti-infiltration grid
along the International Border and the Line of
Control, and stepping up measures to counter
drone-based activities from across the border.
Special emphasis was laid on intelligence-
driven operations and enhanced coordination
among security agencies in view of inputs
indicating possible infiltration attempts by
terrorist groups.

The meeting began shortly after Shah
returned from the Hiranagar sector of Kathua
district, where he visited forward border out-
postsand interacted with Border Security Force
personnel, reviewing their operational pre-
paredness and ground-level challenges.

Senior officials said the Home Minister
underscored the need for sustained pressure
onterror networks, rapid response mechanisms,
and seamless inter-agency coordination to
consolidate security gains and ensure lasting
peace and stability in Jammu and Kashmir.
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Tourism Takes.....

for the annual Shri Amarnath Ji Yatrain the
Budget for 2026-27.

Presenting the Budget in the Legislative
Assembly, Abdullah said tourism has emerged
as a key pillar of growth and livelihood gen-
eration in the Union Territory, which recorded
over 1.61 crore tourist visits in 2025 despite
security challenges and natural calamities,
reflecting renewed confidence in J&K as a
global destination.

“The government is committed to building
asustainable, inclusive and year-round tourism
economy, balancing infrastructure expansion
with environmental conservation and com-
munity participation,” the Chief Minister said.

A significant focus of the Budget is on pil-
grimage and environmental infrastructure.
Abdullah said more than 200 projects were
completed during 2025-26 toimprove facilities
for pilgrims, while the proposed Rs.180 crore
outlay in the coming fiscal will further mod-
ernise infrastructure in collaboration with the
Border Roads Organisation.

Tosafeguard fragile ecosystems, the govern-
ment has prioritised greeninitiatives, including
the sanctioningofa 3.2 MLLD sewage treatment
plant at Gulmarg, upgradation of solid waste
management facilities and similar projects
planned at Sonamarg. Restoration of heritage
sites and shrines will also be undertaken
through the culture department.

The ChiefMinister said the government aims
to develop world-class tourist destinations,
strengthen tourism circuits and position Jam-
mu and Kashmir as a global tourism brand,
with financial and technical support from the
Union Ministry of Tourism.

Tourism diversification will be accelerated
through winter sports, adventure tourismand
water sports, with new facilities coming up at
Woullar-Manasbal and Bani-Basohli, while
sports tourism will be promoted through flag-
ship events such as the Kashmir and Jammu
Marathons.

Highlighting the success of such initiatives,
Abdullah said the second Kashmir Marathon
held in 2025 attracted over 3,000 participants
from 27 states and 11 countries, generating
significanteconomicactivity through sponsor-
ships and registrations.

Inabid toboost cultural tourismand creative
industries, the government will organise an
international film festival in 2026-27 in col-
laboration with the National Film Development
Corporation.

The Chief Ministeralsoannounced thelaunch
ofthe JK Tourism mobile app, offering real-time
verified information, integrated booking ser-
vices and Al-based assistance to tourists.

Under the homestay policy, more than 1,900
homestays have been registered across J&K,
easing accommodation shortages and provid-
ing income opportunities to local families,
supported by concessionalloans from J&KBank.

Emphasisingemployment generation, Abdul-
lahsaid adedicated skill mission will belaunched
toequipyouthwithindustry-readyskills,intern-
ships and on-the-job training. The tourism and
youth affairs sector has been allocated Rs.472
crore under capital expenditure, marking a sub-
stantial increase over last year.

On cultural preservation, the Budget pro-
poses restoration of the Mughal-era Nishat
Garden, modernisation of the SPS Museum,
strengthening of the public library network
and establishment of new cultural centres
across multiple districts, with Rs.109 crore
earmarked for the culture department.

“The Budget sets the roadmap for a vibrant,
resilientand inclusive tourism-driven economy
inJammuand Kashmir,” the Chief Minister said.

Jammu Metro.....

The designisready, and we are close to tak-
ingadecision,” the Minister said, raising hopes
for improved urban transport infrastructure
in the region.

He also said the Railways would avoid laying
spurs offthe mainrailway linein orchard belts,
particularly in apple-growing areas, in view of
strong objections from farmers and concerns
over damage to horticulture.

In Zero Hour, Vaishnaw highlighted the
hurdles confronting railway expansion, espe-
cially in Kerala, where land acquisition and
environmental clearances have significantly
slowed down several projects, including the
ambitious Silver Line semi-high-speed rail
corridor.

“The Silver Line project has major environ-
mental implications. Land acquisition is
extremely difficult,and manyimportantrailway
projects are pending because of these issues,”
hesaid, calling on the state government to work
closely with the Centre to remove bottlenecks.

The House also witnessed demands for
enhanced premium train connectivity, with
BJP MP Dr Medha Vishram Kulkarni pitching
for the introduction of Vande Bharat Sleeper
services on the busy Delhi-Pune route to cater
to rising passenger demand.

In a politically charged remark on the long-
stalled Angamaly-Sabarimala rail line, Vaish-
naw said that the project would be expedited
once the BJP assumes power in Kerala, under-
scoring the Centre’s push to accelerate infra-
structure development across opposition-ruled
states.

The statements brought renewed focus on
the pace of railway modernisation, Centre-state
coordination, and the challenges of executing
large infrastructure projects in ecologically

sensitive and densely populated regions.

200 Units Free.....

to a question raised by Shakti Raj Parihar
regarding Power sector on behalf of ChiefMin-
ister Omar Abdullah.

The Minister stated that Doda district cur-
rently faces power cuts ranging from 3 to 6
hours daily, as per the load curtailment pro-
gramme, excluding additional shedding by the
State Load Dispatch Centre (SLDC) due to over-
all power availability. She noted that certain
areas of the district, including Prem Nagar,
Dhara, Thathri, Bhatyas, Gandoh, and Bhalessa,
experience extra curtailment due to system
constraints such as long feeder lengths, capac-
ity limitations, voltage issues, and technical
losses.

She said that the government has launched
the Amnesty Scheme for Domestic power
consumers by waiving of interest/surcharge on
accumulated dues, which is expiring on
31.03.2026.

The Minister added that the Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS)is a Govern-
ment of India (Gol) initiative aimed at improv-
ing the distributioninfrastructure and enhanc-
ing the efficiency of the power distribution
system in the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir. She said that PESL Limited has been
engaged as Project Implementation Agency
(PIA) on behalf of JPDCL in Doda district and
RDSS Doda Package has been awarded to M/s
Vijay Electricals by PESL on 08.09.2023.

The Minister informed that the overall
physical progress of RDSS worksin Dodadistrict
stood at 31% as of January-end. She added that
out of 41 feeders, 15 fall under Doda West
Constituency, with execution works currently
underway on 13 feeders.

She said that the smart metering is under
implementation in three phases in J&K viz.
Phase-Iand Phase-Ilunder PMDP and Phase-III
under RDSS. She added that under PMDP, a
total of 6,45,738 smart meters have been
installed, comprising 1,25,367 under PMDP
Phase-I and 5,20,371 under PMDP Phase-II.

The Minister also informed that the process
for recruitment of Junior Engineers, Tech-III,
Junior Assistants and Junior Stenographers
under direct recruitment quota has been
initiated. She added that for vacant posts of
promotion quota, concerned DPCs have been
directed to fill-up these posts by conducting
District Level Departmental Promotion on
immediate basis.

Army Chief.....

of Public Information (ADGPI) of the Indi-
an Army said the COAS reviewed the secu-
rity environment in detail, commended the
efforts of all stakeholders, and underscored
the need for sustained vigilance and a people-
centric approach while conducting operations.

Expressing confidence in the leadership
and troops of the White Knight Corps, Gen
Dwivedisaid he was assured of their steadfast
dedication to safeguarding peace, security,
and stability in the region, even in the face
of evolving security challenges. (With inputs
from AGENCIES)

Railway Push....

The Minister informed the House that a
survey for a Sopore-Kupwara (34 km) new
line had also been sanctioned and a DPR
prepared, but the project was later dropped
after being found technically and economi-
cally unviable.

Vaishnaw said that after the preparation
of DPRs, project sanctioning involves consulta-
tions with various stakeholders, including the
State Government, and statutory approvals
from agencies such as NITI Aayog and the
Ministry of Finance. “As project approvals are
acontinuous and dynamic process, exact time-
lines for sanction cannot be fixed,” he said.

Highlighting the transformative role of
the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link
(USBRL), the Minister said the 272-km-long
all-weather rail corridor, recently commis-
sioned, has revolutionised connectivity across
key districts of Jammu and Kashmir, includ-
ing Udhampur, Reasi, Ramban, Srinagar,
Anantnag, Pulwama, Budgam and Baram-
ulla.

He said the mega project has generated
over five crore man-days of employment,
providing a major boost to livelihoods in the
region. In addition, the construction of more
than 215 km of approach roads, including a
tunnel and 320 small bridges, has signifi-
cantly improved access to remote areas and
strengthened local socio-economic condi-
tions.

“With seamless rail connectivity of the
Kashmir Valley to the national railway net-
work, tourism is expected to receive a major
boost, besides facilitating trade, investment
and overall development,” Vaishnaw told the
House.

The proposed new projects, once sanc-
tioned, are expected to further consolidate
Jammu and Kashmir’s integration with the
national transport grid and accelerate growth
in the strategically important border belt. (
With inputs from AGENCIES )

Nine-Month.....

Bhatin the Legislative Assembly, the Chief
Minister said that Doodpathri, Tosamaidan
and Yousmarg, internationally known tour-
ist hubs, have remained shut for nearly nine
months due to security considerations,

severely affecting the livelihoods of local
communities.

Holding the Tourism portfolio, Omar
Abdullah said the prolonged shutdown
has hit the local economy hard, impact-
ing ATV operators, transporters, pony-
walas, guides, stall owners and small
vendors, many of whom rely entirely on
tourism for survival.

“The closure has also caused deep
distressamonglocal youth, particularly
those who had availed loans from finan-
cial institutions to establish tourism-
related ventures. The government is
examining the possibility of a relief pack-
age to support those affected,” he told
the House.

The Chief Minister said he would
personally take up the reopening of these
destinations with the Union Home Min-
ister, who is presently visiting Jammu
and Kashmir, while clarifying that the
decision involves security assessments
beyond the immediate jurisdiction of
the Tourism Department.

He informed the Assembly that a DO
letter from the MLA Khansahib regard-
ing the matter has already been for-
warded to the Deputy Commissioner
Budgam for necessary action.

Omar Abdullah further said that the
Snow Skating Games at Doodpathri had
tobe cancelled following an unfortunate
incident at Pahalgam and the restrictions
imposed thereafter by the districtadmin-
istration.

On the proposed ropeway at Tosa-
maidan, the Chief Minister said that the
Gondola/Ropeway project has been
cleared in principle under the Parvat-
malaScheme through National Highways
Logistics Management Limited (NHLML),
offering fresh hope forlong-term tourism
revival in the region.

Sub-Zero Nights.....

OnFebruary9, light rain or snow may
occuratisolated higher altitudes during
the night hours. This will be followed by
generally cloudy conditions on February
10, with a chance of light rain or snow
accompanied by gusty winds at many
places.

The weather on February 11 is expect-
ed to remain partly to generally cloudy,
withlightrainorsnow possible at scattered
locations. Thereafter, February 12 and 13
are forecast to remain dry.

Cloud cover is likely to increase again
on February 14, with a possibility of light
snowfall atisolated higher reaches, while
February 15and 16 are expected to remain
partly to generally cloudy without any
significant precipitation.

“Overall no major rain or snow forecast
over the entire J&K till February 16,” MeT
said.Meanwhile, night temperatures across
Jammu and Kashmir continued toremain
below normal, with all weather stations
inthe Valley recording sub-zero minimums

According to MeT, minimum night
temperatures stayed 1-2 degrees Celsius
below normal at many placesin the Kash-
mir division, while scattered locations in
the Jammu division also recorded tem-
peratures 1-2 degrees below average.

InKashmir, the hillresort of Sonamarg
inGanderbaldistrictemerged as the cold-
estplace, recording aminimum tempera-
ture of minus 8.3 degrees Celsius. Anoth-
er popular resort, Pahalgam in Anantnag

district, registered a low of minus 7.5
degrees Celsius, while the ski resort of
Gulmargrecorded minus 7.8 degrees Cel-
sius.

Srinagar city also remained under the
grip of cold, with the minimum tempera-
ture settling at minus 2.5 degrees Celsius.

In the Jammu division, Bhaderwah
emerged as the coldest place with a min-
imum temperature of minus 1.5 degrees
Celsius. (Agencies)

Dairy sector a......

Development Project of the Holistic
Agriculture Development Programme
(HADP), the government has adopted a
mission-mode approach to enhance the
milk productivity and overall production,
with the objective ofensuring higher farm
incomes, improved profitability and sus-
tainable livelihoods for dairy farmers.

He informed that Jammu and Kashmir
currently produces around 30 lakh metric
tonnes of milk annually and the govern-
menthassetanambitioustargettoincrease
this making to 43 lakh metric tonnes by
2030, thereby bridging the demand-sup-
ply gap and positioning the Union Terri-
tory as a net milk exporter.

Highlighting a historic milestone, the
Minister announced that for the first time
ever, the UT government has imported
elite breeding bull calves from the United
States of America to accelerate genetic
upgradation of the bovine population
throughlarge-scale Artificial Insemination
(AI).

“Sofar,35 high genetic meritbull calves
have been imported while five more are
currently under quarantine in the USA.
After completing mandatory quarantine
atthe Animal Quarantine Station, Benga-
luru, 23 bull calves reached Jammu and
Kashmir yesterday while the remaining
12 are in transit,” he said.

Outoftheimportedbull calves, 18 have
beenallotted to the Semen Station, Hakkal
(Jammu) and 17 to the Semen Station,
Ranbirbagh (Kashmir), significantly
strengthening the semen production
capacity across both the regions. These
bull calves belong to the top one percent
of global genetic merit, selected through
rigorous scientific evaluation.

The Minister said that during their pro-
ductive breeding life of about eight years,
these elite bulls are expected to generate
around 1.2 crore semen doses, leading to
the birth of nearly 15 lakh high-yielding
dairy cows across the Union Territory.

Describing the initiative as a game-
changer, he said it will substantially boost
the milk productivity, enhance farmer
incomes, create large-scale employment
in dairy farming and processing besides
firmly placingJammuand Kashmironthe
path of becoming a net exporter of dairy
products in the coming years.

He added that the Government of India
is closely monitoring and appreciating the
proactive efforts of the J&K government in
makingstrategicinvestmentsinagriculture
and allied sectors, reflecting a shared com-
mitment to farmer welfare, rural prosper-
ity and sustainable economic growth.

Among those present during the visit
were Managing Director HADP Sandeep
Kumar, Director Animal Husbandry Jam-
mu Dr. Sanjay Gupta, Chief Animal Hus-
bandry Officer Samba and other senior
officials of the department.

L pixels e i

EXCELLENCE WITH PERFECTION

} | ONE
§ [STOP SHOP
FORALL YOUR

| | BRANDING NEED

4ILZ$
;

[

’ A
e Al |
en
e e“el‘e |
P pon® " s0
P wan piNG ©
g -~ ningd +~WED!
&0 e 5 OFFS

TRANSFORM YOUR
GROWING BUSINESS IN TO A
LEADING BRAND

OUR SERVICES

Large Format Printing Signage

Supply of Office Printing

Digital & Offset Printing Graphic Design o Stationery. l Photocoying

Promotion Display Materials Embroidery Vinyl cuttng Scanning

Printing | Screen Printing I Branding ‘ Binding | Lamination
CALL OR WHATSAPP

7006618090 | 9858086898

Room No 12, Huda Ash Central Market, Abi Guzar Lalchowk, Srinagar
email: srpixels2021@gmail.com

00 ¢ &
CM K



ht

Srinagar, Saturday | 07-February-202

HEADLINES T

ODAY

Y

e e

“ @headlinestoday

DC Srinagar reviews current status of

implementation of PM Sury

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB06: Toreview
theimplementation status ofthe
PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana,
the Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Srinagar, Akshay Labroo Friday
chaired ameeting of KPDCLEngi-
neers, Banks and other line
departments here at Meeting Hall
of the DC Office Complex.

During the meeting, the DC
who is also the Chairman Moni-
toring and Management Com-
mittee ofthe PM Surya Ghar Muft
Bijli Yojana held detailed delib-
erations on the progress of roof-
top solar installations being car-
ried out under the flagship
schemeaimed at promoting clean
energy and reducing electricity
expenses for households.

At the outset, the DC took a
detailed division-wise and bank-

wise assessment of performance,
focusing on targets achieved,
applicationsreceived,and instal-
lations completed across all four
electric divisions of Srinagar.
Ontheoccasion,the DCappre-
ciated the efforts of teams per-
forming wellin the implementa-
tion of the scheme and directed
others to improve their perfor-
mance toreachtheeligible house-
holds under the scheme.
Emphasizing the importance
of publicawareness, the DCurged
all four divisions of KPDCL to
launchanaggressive Information,
Education and Communication
(IEC) campaign on the benefits
of PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yoja-
na. He directed the department
to organize mega awareness
camps with concerted efforts to
mobilize registered applicants
and make them aware of the long-

Wikl 0,

N

a Muft Bijli Yojana

term benefits of this beneficiary-
oriented scheme.

While banks were impressed
upon to improve the loan dis-
bursement and ensure faster
banking facilitation to enable
timely installation of solar roof-
topsand expedite overall scheme
implementation. He stressed that
all stakeholders must work with
added zealtoreachall the eligible
households by the end of March
2026.The meeting wasinformed
that more than 4,000 solar roof-
tops have been installed in the
district sofarunderthe PM Surya
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana.

The meeting was attended by
Chief Planning Officer, Fayaz
Ahmad Dar; Executive Engineers
of KPDCL, Zonal Head J&K Bank,
Lead District Manager (Banks)
and empanelled vendors of the
scheme.

DISINHERITANCE
DEED EXECUTED IN
HANGAH, LANGATE

m HT NEWS NETWORK

HANGAH (LANGATE), FEB 06: A resident of

NEW DELHI, FEB 06: The Kash-
miri folk musical theatre production
Akanandun received an enthusiastic
response at Bharangam 2026, the Silver

AKANUNDUN Mesmerises Audiences at the World’s

Largest International Theatre Festival Of India 2026
m  GULFAM BARI
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Dr. Tarig Ahmad
Shera Honoured with

Rashtriya Prerna Doot
Award 2025-2026

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

CHAPRA, BIHAR, FEB06:In amomentofimmense
pride and national recognition, Dr. Tariqg Ahmad
Shera, a distinguished social and cultural activist
renowned for his contributions to social welfare,
art, culture, and linguistic preservation, was con-
ferred with the prestigious Rashtriya Prerna Doot
Award 2025-2026. The honour was presented on 3

February 2026, in recognition of his exceptional
dedication to societal upliftment and the preserva-
tion of India’s rich cultural heritage.

The award was presented by Hon’ble MLA &
former Minister of Art, Culture, Youth and Sports
Shri Jitendra Kumar Rai, Secretary of Ramakrishna
Mission, Chapra Swami Atidevanand Maharaj,
Principal of Ganga Singh College Prof. Dr. Pramendra
Ranjan Singh, State Coordinator Lalit Kumar Singh,
former NSS Coordinator Dr. Vidya Vachaspati Tripa-
thi, and National President of Face of Future India
and President’s Awardee Shri Mantu Kumar Yadav
during the three-day National Youth Exchange

Hangahvillage in Langate tehsil of Kupwara district
has formally executed a disinheritance deed, legal-
ly excluding his son from any claim over his prop-
erty and assets.

According to the deed, Ghulam Qadir Bhat, son of
late Mohammad Akber Bhat, has declared that he is
of sound mind and has taken the decision voluntarily,
without any coercion or undue influence. The deed
states that his son, Irfan Qadir Bhat, will have no legal
rightorclaimoverany partofhisestate Thedocument
further mentions that the decision was taken after
repeated issues, alleging that the son was involved in
bad company and had disobeyed his father, which,
according to the deed, brought disrepute to the fam-
ilyThedisinheritance deed was executed on February
3, 2026, and is intended to avoid any future legal
disputes regarding property and inheritance.

Jubilee edition of the International
Theatre Festival of India. Performed
before a packed auditorium of cul-
tural figures, theatre professionals,
students, and general audiences, the
production marked a significant
moment for Kashmiritheatre onamajor
national and international platform.
Rooted in Kashmiri folk traditions,
Sufi poetry, and Reshi mysticism,
Akanundunreintroduced the Bhand
Peather form through a contemporary
theatrical language while remaining
firmly anchored intradition. The live
musical performance and strong
ensemble work drew sustained
applause and standing ovations.
Presented by Theatre for Kashmir

Programme, organised by Face of Future India. The
programme aimed to strengthen youth leadership,
national integration, and cultural exchange, and
saw the participation of young delegates fromacross
the country. Dr. Shera’s recognition during this
national platform served as a powerful example of
purpose-driven and transformative social work.

Dr. Shera’s contributions extend far beyond con-
ventional activism. Over the years, he hasemerged as
astrongvoice for culturalrevival,socialempowerment,
and youth development. His relentless efforts in pro-
moting Kashmiri culture, safeguarding linguistic
heritage, and encouraging artistic expression have
earned him widespread respect across academic,
social, and cultural circles. His work reflects not only
commitment and perseverance, but also a rare blend
of intellectual depth, compassion, and a deep sense of
national responsibility.

ensemble of 35 actors and Sufi musi-
cians, the productionemerged asone
of the standout performances of the
festival, reaffirming the continuing
relevance and vitality of Kashmiri
folk theatre in contemporary perfor-
mance spaces.

(Peather Baraye Kasheer) in collabo-
ration with the National Bhand The-
atre, Akanandun was adapted and
directed by Arshad Mushtaq, with
original music by Manzoor ul Haq
and artistic guidance by Shah-e-
Jahan Ahmad Bhagat. Featuring an

CEO Ganderbal held meeting with cluster heads regarding reopening of schools

B HT NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL, FEB 06: In a
proactive step towards ensuring
asmoothand purposeful reopen-
ing of educational institutions,
the Chief Education Officer, Gan-
derbal, Mr. Oneel Kumar Bhat,
today convened an important
meeting of Cluster Heads and
Zonal Education Officers (ZEOs)
toreview preparednessand aca-
demic planning for the ensuing
academic session.

The meeting focused onawell-
definedagendaaimedatstrength-
ening both academic and co-
curricular dimensions of
schooling. Key deliberations
included physical stock verifica-
tion, updation and effective func-
tioning of various student clubs
, and preparation for the forth-
coming Road Safety Awareness

Programme, alongside other
national initiatives to be imple-
mented strictly as per the pre-
scribed calendar. Emphasis was
also laid on the formulation of a
comprehensive academic plan,
rational framing of time-tables,
and ensuring academic continu-

ity with renewed zeal and disci-
pline. The ChiefEducation Officer
underscored that schools are not
merely centres of instruction but
nurseries of responsible, aware,
and value-oriented citizens.

Mr. Oneel Kumar Bhat direct-
ed all Cluster Heads to convene

meetings of Heads of Institutions
(HOISs) of their respective cluster
schools, so that directives and
action plans percolate effective-
ly to the grassroots level. He
stressed coordinated efforts,
accountability,and timely execu-
tion to uphold academic excel-

lence and holistic development
of students.

The meeting concluded with
acollective resolve to work with
dedication, foresight,and ashared
sense of responsibility for the
largerinterest of the student com-
munity and society at large.

During the programme, Dr. Shera also met the
Hon’ble Governor of Bihar, who highly appreciated
his significant role in preserving cultural identity
and empowering the younger generation. The Gov-
ernor commended him for strengthening social
harmony and for acting as a bridge between tradi-
tion and progress, ensuring that cultural heritage
remains vibrant while youth confidently embrace
modern aspirations.

Those familiar with Dr. Shera’s journey describe
him as a symbol of dedication and integrity, whose
initiatives have positively impacted countless indi-
viduals. His work continues to inspire young people
toembrace knowledge, culture, and service, helping
shape a generation thatis socially conscious, cultur-
ally rooted, and nationally committed.

The Rashtriya Prerna Doot Award is regarded as
one of the most respected honours in the field of
social inspiration and national service. Dr. Tariq
Ahmad Shera’s recognition is not merely a per-
sonal milestone, but a tribute to a lifetime of mean-
ingful contribution. His achievements stand as a
reminder that genuine change is driven by passion,
perseverance, and selfless service to society.

With this honour, Dr. Shera has once again demon-
strated that true leadership is defined not by titles, but
by the lasting impact created through sincere work,
cultural pride,and unwavering dedication to humanity.

Strict Security Measures in Kulgam: Police Continue

Comprehensive Checking and Search Drive
m FAROOQ RATHER

Two Separate Road Accidents in
Kulgam Leave Alto Driver, Youth Injured

h ialattenti i T
where special attention was given to = FAROOQ RATHER

busy and sensitive locations.

According to police officials, the
operation was conducted on the spe-
cificdirections of Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP) Kulgam, Anayat
AliChoudhary (IPS). During thedrive,
thorough verification of vehicles and
motorcycles arriving from other
states was carried out, with particu-
lar focus on those found without
registration number plates or valid
legal documents.

Atvarious nakapoints established
across the district, police personnel
carefully checked vehicle documents,
identity details, and other legal for-
malities to ensure full compliance
with the law and to eliminate any

scope for illegal or suspicious activi-
ties. Officials stated that such opera-
tions not only help in curbing crime
butalsostrengthen the sense of secu-
rity and public confidence among
residents.

Police authorities said the pri-
mary objective of the initiative was
to strengthen area domination,
further enhance surveillance mech-
anisms, and maintain public safety.
Reiterating their commitment to
maintaininglaw and order and safe-
guarding the lives and property of
the general public, Kulgam Police
said that similar checking and
search operations will continue in
other parts of the district in the
coming days.

Haris Rasool, a resident of Samnoo,
DH Pora. The accident occurred
when he fell from a truck bearing
registration number JK18C-1804
under circumstances that are yet to
be determined.

Following the incident, the
injured youth was rushed to
District Hospital Kulgam, where he
was provided immediate medical
assistance. However, due to the
seriousness of his condition,
doctors referred him to Govern-
ment Medical College (GMC)
Anantnag for advanced treatment.

Police have taken cognizance of
both incidents, and further
investigations are underway.

o0 ¢ &
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crossing. The impact of the collision
resulted in injuries to the driver of
the Alto vehicle.

Soon after the accident, the
injured driver was immediately
shifted to Primary Health Centre
(PHC) Qaimoh, where he was
admitted for medical treatment.
Kulgam Police have taken cogni-
zance of the incident and initiated
further investigation to ascertain
the cause of the collision.

In another incident reported
from the Manzgam area of Kulgam
district, a 19-year-old youth
sustained injuries after reportedly
falling from a moving truck. An
official identified the injured as

KULGAM, FEB06: Under stringent
securityarrangements, Kulgam Police
conducted a comprehensive vehicle
checkingand searchdrive across the
jurisdiction of almost all police sta-
tionsinthedistrict. Thedistrict-wide
operation was aimed at further
strengthening the law and order
situation and ensuring the timely
prevention of any possible unlawful
activities.

The checking drive was carried
out in areas falling under Police Sta-
tions Kulgam, Qazigund, Devsar,
Yaripora, Manzgam, Quimoh, Frisal,
Damhal Hanjipora, Behibagh, the
Navyug Tunnel area, and Mirbazaar,

®© 00 ©

KULGAM, FEB 6: Two separate
road accidents were reported from
different parts of Kulgam district
on Friday, leaving an Alto car driver
and a 19-year-old youth injured,
officials said.

In the first incident, an Alto car
driver sustained injuries in a
head-on collision at Khudwani
crossing on the Srinagar-Jammu
National Highway (NH-44).
According to officials, an Alto car
bearing registration number
JKO1AA-7022 collided with a load
carrier bearing registration
number JK04H-2474 at the busy
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DC Budgam oversees arrangements for
a Shivratri Festival

B HT NEWS NETWORK =

BUDGAM, FEBRUARY 6: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Budgam, Dr.
Bilal Mohi-ud-Din Bhat, today
conducted a meeting to review
the arrangements being made for
the ensuing festival of Maha
Shivratri-celebrated annually.

The festival having great
religious and cultural
significance is scheduled to be
celebrated on February 15 and
is celebrated by the faith
followers specially by the
Kashmiri Pandit community
with great zeal and enthusiasm.

While taking review, the DC
directed concerned departments
to ensure all basic arrangements
are put in place for the devotees
ofthe migrant colony Sheikh pora
budgam.

The DCinstructed forensuring
hassle-free traffic movement for
the devotees to the adjoining city
areas, besides adequate facilities
atthe designated place for parking
of the vehicles. He also directed
forensuring uninterrupted supply
of electricity, besidesillumination
of the temple inside premises.

Hedirected executive engineer
Jal Shakti Budgam to ensure
adequate drinking water facility
is available at the venue so that
devotees may not face any
inconvenience.

The DCalsodirected the Health
Department to deploy a Medical

upcoming Mah

team at the venue with the
availability of all emergency He asked for the stationing of an

medicines and first aid facilities.

system to handle any med

ambulance withan oxygen support

emergency.

He directed department of
floriculture to ensure availability
of sufficient quantities of flowers
at the colony. AD FCS&CA was
directed to ensure availability of
sufficient food grains there and
AD fisheries was instructed to
install stalls of fish, walnut ,
almonds, lotus stem, saffron, honey;,
etcinside the Premises of the sheikh
pora colony.

Healsostressed onmaintaining
proper sanitation at the Temple
premises and at the entire colony
before, duringand after the ensuing
holy festival and directed MC
Budgam for the same. The BDOs
weredirected toensure cleanliness
and sanitation of the temples falling
in rural areas.

While concerned police
authorities were asked to take all
measures to ensure adequate
security arrangements in and
around the Colony.

The DC directed the officers
ofallline departments to ensure
all necessary arrangements
required for smooth celebration
of this pious occasion of the
Maha-Shivratri are put in place
on time.

Besides CPO Budgam , CMO,
Assistantcommissioner Food safety,
AD food, AD fisheries , Executive
Engineers of KPDCL, PHE,
representatives of all other
concerned departments were

ical presentin the meeting.

Two Day Training Programme for Krishi
Udyamis concludes at KVK Bandipora-1
B HT NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA, FEBRUARY 06: The two day training
programme for Krishi Udyamis of Bandipora district,
organised by Krishi Vigyan Kendra KVK Bandipora-1 in
collaboration with the Department of Agriculture Bandipora,
concluded successfully today. The programme focused on
strengthening agri entrepreneurial skills and promoting
scientific and sustainable agricultural practices.The
programme was inaugurated by Dr. Tariq Sultan, Senior
Scientist and Head, KVK Bandipora 1. He briefed the
participants on the objectives and significance of the
training programme. He highlighted the role of Krishi
Udyamis in agricultural diversification, value addition,
and income enhancement, and emphasized the adoption
of modern technologies in agriculture and allied sectors.

Chief Agriculture Officer Bandipora, Javid Igbal Samoon
addressed the participants and shared his professional
experience. He highlighted variousinitiatives and schemes
of the Department of Agriculture aimed at supporting
agri entrepreneurs. He appreciated the efforts of KVK
Bandipora-1 in capacity building and assured continued
departmental support.Subject Matter Specialist Vegetable
Science, delivered technical lectures onimproved practices
in vegetable cultivation and highlighted opportunities in
vegetable based enterprises and allied activities.

Subject Matter Specialist Agricultural Extension, delivered
technical sessions on extension approaches, government
sponsored schemes, and institutional support mechanisms
for Krishi Udyamis. He emphasized effective technology
transfer and farmer oriented extension services.

Subject Matter Specialist Entomology, delivered a brief
presentation on major insect pests, integrated pest
management practices, and the importance of scientific
pest management for sustainable agriculture.

Resource person from the Department of Agriculture,
along with other experts from the Agriculture Department,
also delivered lectures on relevant topics related to agri
enterprise development and departmental support systems.

Alarge number of Krishi Udyamis from different areas
of Bandipora district participated in the programme. The
training witnessed active interaction between scientists,
departmental experts, and participants. Issues related to
agrienterprise development, market linkages, and adoption
ofimproved agricultural practices were discussed in detail.

The programme concluded successfully, with participants
expressing satisfaction over the knowledge gained and
appreciating the initiative of Krishi Vigyan Kendra KVK
Bandipora-1 in collaboration with the Department of
Agriculture Bandipora.

Two-Day Krishi Udyami fraining programme
concludes at KVK Shopian

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN, FEBRUARY 6: The two-
day Krishi Udyami Training
Programme organized by the
Agriculture Department, Shopian at
KrishiVigyan Kendra (KVK), Shopian,
concluded today with a focus on
strengthening agri-entrepreneurship
and enhancing farmer's income
through value addition and market-
oriented approaches.

The training programme was
designed to equip Krishi Udyamis with
practical knowledge on agri value
chains, brand packaging, digital
marketing strategies and business
development for agri-based enterprises,
Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs),

start-ups and rural entrepreneurs.
Head KVK Shopian, Dr. Zaffer
Ahmed Badri while speaking on the
occasion, highlighted the objectives
of the training programme stated
that KVK is committed towards
capacity building, innovation and
promotion of sustainable
agrientrepreushipin the district. He
delivered a comprehensive session
on scientific orchard management,
sensitising Krishi Udyamis and
orchardists about the need for timely
and judicious use of recommended
pesticides to effectively prevent scab
and other orchard- related diseases.
He stressed strict adherence to
scientifically approved spray schedule,
balanced use of agro-chemicals and

adoption of integrated disease and
pest management practices to
safeguard orchards from diseases.

Dr. Badri further emphasized the
adoption of modern scientific
technologies to improve fruit quality
and ensure sustainable and profitable
horticulture in the district.

The programme concluded with
an interactive session, wherein
participants shared feedback and were
encouraged to effectively utilize
available government schemes for
strengthening their agri-based
ventures.

Amongothers, the programme was
attended by officers from Agriculture
Department, scientists from KVKand
Krishi Udyamis of the district.

Director Agriculture Kashmir
visits Seed Multiplication Farm
Padgampora to asses ongoing
activities
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 06: Director Agriculture
Kashmir, Sartaj Ahmad Shah, today visited the Seed
Multiplication Farm at Padgampora, Pulwama, to
assess ongoing activities and review the progress of
seed production initiatives.

During the visit, the Director specifically inspected
the Section Vegetables, where he evaluated the current
status of vegetable seed multiplication efforts. He
reviewed the overall working of the section, including
field operations, crop management practices, and
preparations for quality seed production to meet the
region's agricultural requirements.

The Director emphasized the critical role of
departmental seed multiplication farms in achieving
self-reliance in quality seeds for various crops,
particularly in the vegetable sector, to support farmers
and enhance agricultural productivity in Kashmir.

Seed Production Officer, Kashmir, Mir Ajaz Hassan,
briefed the Director on the technical aspects and
ongoinginterventionsinthe vegetable seed production
program. Farm Manager, Padgampora, Mohammad
Munaf Bhat, was also present on the occasion and
provided detailed insights into farm management,
infrastructure, and day-to-day operations.

The Director interacted with field staffand officers,
directing them to adopt modern scientific practices
and workinamission mode to ensure timely availability
of certified seeds to the farming community. He
reiterated the department's commitment to upgrading
seed multiplication farms and strengthening post-
harvest management for better outcomes.

This visit underscores the Directorate of Agriculture
Kashmir's continued focus on strengthening seed
infrastructure and promoting sustainable agriculture
practices across the valley.

District Admin Budgam hosts Day 2 of ‘Naqgsh-e-Meeras’ at NIFT Budgam
Records enthusiastic participation from students, arfisans and local community

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM, FEBRUARY 06:-
The second day of the three-day
cultural and heritage workshop
“Nagsh-e-Meeras” was today
successfully conducted at the
National Institute of Fashion
Technology (NIFT), Budgam,
with enthusiastic participation
from students, artisans, youth
and members of the local
community.

The workshop, being
organised by the District
Administration Budgam under
the leadership of Deputy
Commissioner, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
ud-din Bhat, in collaboration
with the Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) and
NIFT Budgam, aims to promote,

preserve and revive the rich
traditional art and craft heritage
of Jammu & Kashmir, while
strengthening connections
between younger generations
and authentic handcrafted
traditions.

Day 2 of the programme
witnessed vibrant cultural and
creative activities focused on
showcasing Kashmir’s indigenous
crafts and artistic skills.

Multiple stalls displayed awide
range of traditional art forms
including Paper Machie, Kani
weaving, Sozniembroidery, Kangri
making, cooper making, wood
carving and other age-old crafts,
attracting large footfall and
appreciation from visitors.

Live demonstrations of
traditional techniques were also

organised, allowing participants
toclosely observe and understand
theintricate processesinvolved
inheritage crafts. Activities such
as yarn weaving and other
traditional methods provided
hands-onlearning opportunities,
helping bridge the gap between
traditional knowledge and
modern audiences.

Various creative competitions
and interactive sessions were held
for students and young artists,
including painting, sketching and
calligraphy, aimed at nurturing
creativity and encouraging
appreciation for cultural heritage
among youth.

An exclusive art gallery
continued to draw attention,
featuring iconic paintings
depicting old Jammu & Kashmir,

offering visitors a visual journey
through the region’s rich
cultural, historical and artistic
legacy.

Besides, guests from Indra
Gandhi National centre for Arts
,Senior district officers including
GM DIC Budgam Zahid Rashid,
SDM Beerwah Taufeeq Gazi, Chief
Planning Officer Budgam Javaid
Ahmad Najar, along with other
officers of the district
administration, visited the venue
and interacted with artisans,
students and organisers.

Large participation was
recorded from students of various
schools and colleges, local youth,
SelfHelp Groups (SHGs), traditional
artisans and members of the
general public, reflecting strong
community engagement and

growing interest in heritage
preservation and promotion of
local crafts.

The ongoing workshop
continues toserveasanimportant
platform for artisan
empowerment,youthengagement
and promotion of indigenous
crafts, while aligning with the
spirit of Vocal for Local by
encouraging the adoption and
support oflocally made, authentic
handcrafted products.

The three-day workshop
will conclude tomorrow with
further cultural activities,
exhibitions and interactive
sessionsaimed at strengthening
sustainable livelihood
opportunities for local artisans
and preserving the region’s
rich cultural identity.

All J&K Shia Association Condemns Islamabad
Imambargah Blast, Holds Protest at Zadibal

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB 06: All Jammu
& Kashmir Shia Association today
held a peaceful protest outside

social media:

ofIbadatand innocent worshippers
isanactofinhumanity and against
the teachings of Islam.

The Association also posted on

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 06: Social Welfare
Department (SWD)Srinagar today organized
anawareness-cum-sensitization programme
under the Atal Vayo Abhyuday Yojana (AVYAY)

SWD conducts Awareness-cum-Sensitization
program for Senior Citizens at Srinagar

B HT NEWS NETWORK

aid provisions and other government support

mechanisms for senior citizens.

Imambargah Zadibal against the
brutalblastatImambargah Khadijat-
ul-Kubra, Tarlai, Islamabad, Pakistan.
The protesters offered special prayers
for the martyrs and for the swift
recovery of those injured in the
attack.

The protest was led by Maulana
Sheikh Zakri. Participants carried

®© 00 ©

bannersappealingtothe Government
of India to take up the issue with
the United Nations and the
international community toaddress

and stop the systematic persecution
of Shias in Pakistan.

Condemning the attack, the
Association said that targeting places

“We strongly condemn the blast
atImambargah Khadijat-ul-Kubra,
Tarlailslamabad. Those who target
places of Ibadat are enemies of
humanity and Islam. May Allah’s
curse be upon the perpetrators. We
mourn the martyrsand pray for the
injured. May Allah grant sabrto the
families.”

at the Narwara Community Hall, Eidgah,
to educate senior citizens and the general
publicaboutlaws, rights, entitlements and
welfare services available for the elderly.

The programme aimed to create
awareness about the Maintenance and
Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act,
2007, various social security schemes,
healthcare facilities, old age homes, legal

Participants were sensitized about
grievance redressal mechanisms, dedicated
helplines and services being provided under
AVYAY, along with other centrally sponsored
and UT-level schemes.

Officers from the Social Welfare
Department, subjectexperts from IMHANS
and legal background emphasized the
importance of dignity, care and protection
of elderly persons, while highlighting the
crucialrole of families and society in ensuring
asafe, secure and respectful environment
for senior citizens.
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49 Water Supply Schemes serving 50 villages
in Lolab, Machil: Jal Shakti Mmlster

] HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 06: Minister
for Jal Shakti, Javed Ahmed Rana,
today informed the Legislative
Assembly that 49 operational Water
Supply Schemes (WSSs)are catering
to the water requirements of 50
villages in Lolab and Machil area.

He was replying to a question
raised by MLA, Qaysar Jamshaid
Lone.

The Minister apprised that the
water supply schemes are being
regularly maintained which continue
to meet the drinking water needs
of the population.

The Jal Shakti Minister further
stated that to address water scarcity
indeficitareas, the government has
established 16 new borewell/dugwell
sources and 17 new spring/nallah
sources under various ongoing
programmes over the last three
years

He added that four more sources
are currently under development,
covering 22 new Water Supply
Schemes (WSS)under the]JalJeevan
Mission (JJM) and UT CAPEX. Out
of these, 12 schemes are already
operational, while the remaining
are at various stages of
implementation.

He added that upon completion,
these schemes will substantially
strengthen the water supply

infrastructureandensure sustainable
access tosafe drinking water as per
the prescribed standards (55 LPCD).

The Minister further said that
the departmentis taking necessary

measures to address the drinking
water shortage areas through tanker
service, whenever and wherever
needed.

Legislators Qaysar Jamshaid

Lone, Saifullah Mir and Javid Hassan
Baigraised supplementarieson the
question.

QaysarJamshaid Lone highlighted
that significantimprovements have
been achieved due to the timely
intervention of the Minister but
stressed that the existing network
requires urgent upgradation to meet
the growing demands.

Responding to the concerns,
Javed Ahmed Rana acknowledged
that challenges persist and noted
that the situation has been further
compounded by drought conditions
and other natural disasters. He
thanked the Chief Minister for his
continued support and stated that
efforts are underway toaddress the
constraints.

The Minister further assured
that issues faced by the rural and
hilly areas would be examined on
priority, with necessary directions
to be issued accordingly.

The Minister also said that
directions have been issued to the
concerned officers for timely
utilization of resources so that
sanctioned fundsare notsurrendered.
He emphasized that Legislators who
raised the supplementaries, must
actively monitor theimplementation
of works to ensure timely and
effective execution.

DC Bandipora holds Public Darbqr at Sumbal

B HT NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA, FEBRUARY 06: Deputy
Commissioner Bandipora, Indu Kanwal
Chib, on Friday convened a special public
darbar at Dak Bungalow, Sumbal, with
participation from delegations representing
Sonawari, members of the Trade Federation,
civilsociety representatives, PRImembers,
social activists, and officers from various
line departments.

During the public darbar, the Deputy
Commissioner patiently listened to the
grievances and concerns raised by various
delegations and assured them of timely
redressalin coordination with the concerned
departments.

Ontheoccasion, shealsourged the public,
PRImembers, and representatives of various
delegations toactively participate and extend
cooperation in strengthening waste
managementinitiatives,emphasizing shared
responsibility in maintaining cleanliness
and environmental hygiene.

Representatives from Civil Society
Sonawari, Tehsil Coordination Committee
Hajin, PRImembers from different blocks
of Sumbal Sub-Division, Municipal
Committee Hajin, Municipal Committee
Sumbal corporators, and delegations
from Nowgam, Ganastan, Naidkhai Block,
and Sumbal Block raised issues related
to development works, civic amenities,
and basic public services, including
concerns pertaining to local connectivity
and access, particularly for residents of
Sumbal town.

The Deputy Commissioner directed
the concerned officers to take immediate
action on genuine issues and emphasized
the need for strengthening inter-

departmental coordination to ensure
effective public service delivery. She
reiterated the district administration’s
commitment to addressing public concerns
at the grassroots level through such
outreach initiatives.

Later, the Deputy Commissioner visited
the Transit Accommodation at Odina,
Sumbal, where she interacted with migrant
employees residing at the facility and
reviewed the available amenities to ensure
adequate standards of safety, convenience,
and welfare. She also took stock of the
arrangements being put in place for the
forthcoming Maha Shivratri festival at
Odina.

The Deputy Commissioner sought
feedback from the migrant employees
and assured them that all genuine issues
would be addressed promptly, reiterating
the administration’s commitment towards
their well-being.

Sub-Divisional Magistrate (SDM)
Sumbal and other senior sectoral officers
were present on the occasion.

Urs of Hazrat Syed Usman (RA)
and Other Sadat-e-Kiram
Observed in Srinagar

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB 6: The Urs of Hazrat Syed Usman
(Rahmatullah Alaih) along with other revered Sadat-
e-Kiram was observed today with great devotion
andreverence at the blessed shrine located at Nehru
Park, Srinagar, Kashmir.

The day-long religious gathering witnessed the
recitation of Khatmaat Mozamaat, Mawlood Shareef
& Awrad-e-Fatah , presented by Maulana Showkat
Hussain Keng Sahib and Mohammad Ashraf Inayati

Sahib, who were both present on the occasion. Devotees
participated in the spiritual proceedings, offering
prayers and seeking blessings.

Atif Hameed and Mubashir Yousuf, Khadims of
theZiyarat, made special arrangements for the devotees
and facilitated the smooth conduct of the religious
rituals.

On the occasion, Maulana Showkat Hussain Keng
Sahibdelivered a message highlighting the teachings
of the Awliya Allah, emphasizing peace, unity, love,
and devotion to Almighty Allah. He urged people,
especially the youth, to follow the path of righteousness,
humility, and service to humanity as exemplified by
the great saints.

The Urs concluded with collective prayers for
peace, harmony, and prosperity in Jammu & Kashmir
and the entire nation.
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DC Budgam chairs Road Safety Committee meeting

Stresses Black Spot Rechﬂcahon ond Emergency Response

OO

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM, FEBRUARY 6: Deputy
Commissioner Budgam, Dr. Bilal
Mohi-Ud-DinBhat, today chaired
a meeting of the District Road
Safety Committee at the Conference
Hall Budgam toreview the status
of road safety measures and
enforcementof trafficregulations
across the district.

The meeting focused on
strengthening coordinated efforts
to minimise road accidents and
ensure safer travel for the public.

During the meeting, the DC
emphasised the urgent need for
strictand effective implementation
of all road safety regulations in
letter and spirit. He called upon
all concerned departments to
reinforceroad safety mechanisms,
identify and rectify accident-prone
black spots, improve road
infrastructure, and intensify
enforcement of traffic rules to
reduce violations and enhance
overall road discipline.

The DCreviewed the district’s
road safety frameworkin line with
thedirections of the Supreme Court
Committee onRoad Safety (SCCoRS)
and the provisions of the J&KRoad
Safety Council Act, 2018. He
highlighted that the district is

aligned with the national vision
toachieve a 50 percentreduction
inroad accidents and fatalities by
2030, and stressed the need to
focus on the 4 Es of Road Safety
thatare Engineering, Enforcement,
Education and Emergency Care.

On the engineering front, the
DC directed departments to
prioritise black spotidentification
and rectification, improve road
geometry, installadequate signage,
road markings, crash barriers,
rumble strips, pedestrian crossings,
footpaths and traffic calming
measures to address local risk
factors and improve road user
safety.

On enforcement, he called for
strengthened monitoringand strict
actionagainst over-speeding, drunk
driving, non-use of helmets and
seatbelts, overloading and
violations of lane discipline.

He stressed close coordination
among Traffic Police, Transport
Departmentand otherenforcement
agencies to ensure consistent
compliance.

Emphasizing education and
awareness, the DC directed that
road safety awareness programmes
be organised in schools, colleges
and other institutions, and that
print, electronicand social media

be effectively utilised to promote
safe and responsible road usage,
especially among youth, elderly
and specially-abled persons.
While discussing traffic and
safety measures concerning the
ongoing Ring Road construction,
the DC issued firm directions to
ensure complete compliance. He
instructed that all entry and exit
points leading to the under-
constructionRingRoad shallremain
closed for public movement and
commercial vehicular traffic,

permitting only vehicles directly
associated with construction
activity.

The DC further directed that
the list of entry points which are
openor closed for public movement
be published for the general public
to ensure clarity and avoid
inconvenience.

The DC also called for close
coordination between NHAI Ring
Road authorities, Traffic Police and
the Transport Department so that
no unauthorised public or
commercial movement takes place
onthe under-construction project.
He additionally directed that 100
percent CCTVinstallation shall be
ensured atallentry and exit points
of the project to curb violations
and strengthen monitoring.

Reviewing emergency response
and trauma care preparedness,
the DC directed for optimal
placement ofambulances toreduce
response and handover time,
adequate availability of different
types of ambulances based on
historical caseloads, and
preparation of an Emergency
Medical Plan for mass casualty
incidents. He also stressed
strengthening trauma care centres
and first responder training for
police and volunteers.

TheDCreviewed thefunctioning
ofthee-DAR (Electronic Detailed
Accident Report) system, directing
departments to ensure systematic
accidentreporting, forensic crash
investigation for all mass fatality
crashes, and regular publication
of district-wise accident data on
thedistrict website and the MoRTH
portal.

He further instructed for
development of a District Road
Safety Plan and establishment of
a Road Safety Management
Information System, with enhanced
use of GISand GPS-enabled systems
where applicable.

The DC said that the district
administration is committed to
enhancing road safety standards
and fostering a secure travel
environment for the people of
Budgam, and called for sustained
coordinationamongall stakeholder
departments to achieve tangible
reduction in road accidents and
fatalities.

The meeting was attended
by CPO budgam, Executive
Engineers of R&B and Irrigation,
ARTO Budgam, Executive Officers
of all Municipal Committees,
DySP HQ Budgam, besides
representatives of other concerned
departments.

DC Kupwara reviews Public Grievances Redressal

Emphasis QuollTy Ond T|me Bound d|sposo|

B HT NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA, FEBRUARY 06:
Deputy Commissioner Kupwara
chaired a comprehensive review

meeting today to assess the status

of public grievances redressal
handled by Revenue officers.
During the meeting, the DC

examined the tehsil-wise status of

grievances registered on the JK-
SAMADHAN Portal. Concerned
Tehsildars presented detailed

DC Bandipora Inaugurates
Vaccination Drive for Haj
Pilgrims
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA, FEBRUARY 06: Deputy Commissioner
Bandipora, Indu Kanwal Chib, on Friday inaugurated
avaccination drive for Haj pilgrims of the district at
Old District Hospital Bandipora.On the occasion, the
Deputy Commissioner interacted with the pilgrims
and highlighted the importance of timely vaccination
and strict adherence to all required protocols. She

updates on the action taken against
various revenue-related grievances.

The DC laid special emphasis on
the quality of grievance disposal
and issued firm directives to all
Tehsildars for ensuring time-bound
redressal of all complaints. He
further instructed Tehsildars to
enforce accountability on field
functionaries for any delays
observed without justifiable cause
in the redressal process.

The DC also underscored the
need for intensified awareness
campaigns and enhanced citizen
registrations on the JK-SAMADHAN
Portal, aimed at facilitating
seamless grievance registration for
the general public.

In addition, the meeting
deliberated on pendencies under

the Public Services Guarantee Act
(PSGA), redressal of migrant-
specific grievances, alongside
progress in digitization initiatives
and implementation of the
SVAMITVA scheme.

The meeting was attended by

the Additional District Development
Commissioner (ADDC) Kupwara,
Mufti Fareed-ud-Din; Additional
Deputy Commissioner (ADC)
Kupwara, Gulzar Ahmad; Assistant
Commissioner Revenue Kupwara
and all Tehsildars.

urged the pilgrims to complete all necessary formalities
well in advance to avoid any inconvenience during
the pilgrimage.She said the vaccination drive aims
toensure the health and safety of pilgrims undertaking
the sacred journey, adding that the District
Administration has put in place all necessary
arrangements to facilitate the smooth conduct of the
vaccination process at designated centres across the
district. Among others, CMO Bandipora Dr. Nisar
Ahmad, and other concerned officials were present
on the occasion.
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Take practical steps and fill
posts in health sector

The successive governments in Jammu &
Kashmir have claimed that the health sector
is one of the pivotal sectors and the sector is
always on the priority list of the government.
Thereis no denyingin this claim but atthe same
time the claim has to be substantiated by
actions on the ground. On this frontthe govern-
ments have failed and the action has notbeen
up to the expected lines of the people.

Few daysback the legislative assembly that
is in session at Jammu was told that there is a
severe shortage of manpower in the health
department. Thousands of posts at different
levels are vacantinthe health departmentand
the delay infilling up these positions isimpact-
ing the overall healthcare across the union
territory of Jammu & Kashmir. It is imperative
that the government acts tough in this regard
andtakes practical steps tofill the vacant posts
at the earliest.

It must be kept in mind that for running the
health services in an able and professional
manner all the necessary positions are filled
in a particular health centre or a hospital. All
the medical professionals should be available
at the health centres and absence of a single
post would disturb the overall balance of the
system. This means that the government has
to pull up its socks and fill the vacant positions
of doctors, para-medicals, technicians and
other posts.

It has been observed that there are scores
of health institutions in the government sector
where thereis shortage of doctors. Atthe same
time there are many others where there is short-
age of para-medical staff and trained staff like
technicians or technologists. The irony is that
the sanitation staff that is very important in a
health institution is appointed on stop gap
arrangement or through contract. Itisimpera-
tive that the sanitation staff is appointed on a
permanentbasis so thatthere isno compromise
on the hygiene and sanitation of a hospital or
any other health institution.

Once the sanitation staff is appointed on a
full time basis there would be better account-
ability of the system. Nobody from the sanita-
tion staff would come out with an excuse once
they are held accountable for dereliction of
duties in any health institute. As on date this
type of staff is hijacking the system with the
overall sanitation of the hospitals getting com-
promised.

Residential Houses Should Be Bui
as per Climatic Conditions

Houses in Kashmir Need More Modifications

E  SAHIL MANZOOR BHATTI

The Kashmir Valley is unique in
the world, and every corner of it has
preserved different cultures for cen-
turies. This valley is blessed by
Almighty Allah with countless bless-
ings,and every part of Kashmir holds
great importance. The waterfalls,
water springs,and green, carpet-like
grass attract everyone,

One of the great poets beauti-
fully described the Kashmir Valley:

“If there is paradise on earth, it is
this, it is this, it is this.”

The sky-touchinglofty mountains
appear completely white during peak
winter when snowfall blankets their
shoulders. These mountains attract
nature lovers and reflect the divine
power of Almighty Allah.

In the Holy Qur’an, Allah (SWT)
says that every sign in the universe
from giant bodies to microscopic
organisms is a symbol for those who
have strong faithin Allah and believe
in the Day of Judgement.

In this article,  want to share my
views on how the construction of
houses in the Kashmir Valley is not
suitable for our climatic conditions.
For the last couple of decades, people

have preferred constructing “Sheesh
Mahal”-type houses with large win-
dows and big glass panels. Kashmir
experiences four seasons, and we
have scorching heat only for about
two months from mid-June to mid-
August mainly in cities. In remote
villages near forests, people still use
earthen fire pots (pots used to keep
fire for heating).

Why Do We Follow Trends?

Unfortunately, we follow trends
instead of understanding the cli-
matic needs of our region. Kashmir
lies in the extreme northern part of
the country, so we experience harsh
winters. Our houses should be
designedin suchaway thateveryone
feels comfortable in all seasons.

Sheesh Mahal style houses are not
suitable forahealthy lifestylein Kash-
mir.

Firstofall, the government should
design building guidelines based on
climate. There must be a full-fledged
architectural department. No con-
struction should take place without
prior permission from the authorities
because many people lackawareness
about structural safety. Due toignor-
ing engineering techniques, houses
often collapse during harsh weather.

How Construction Usually Hap-
pens in Kashmir

People in Kashmir usually follow
asimple trend: when constructinga
house, we look at someone else’s
home, getexcited,and startbuilding

onthe same pattern. We do noteven
consult an engineer, nor do we ask
whether a design is suitable for our
land or climate.

Recently, I met a friend who is
planning to build a house. His idea
was lengthy and lacked experience.
Iadvised him to consult an engineer
who could suggest the right design
based on the area. But he replied,

“Oh dear, I have a mason who is
more experienced thanany engineer.
Why should I give money to an engi-
neer for no reason?”

This mindset is dangerous and
leads to unsafe houses.

What Type of Houses Should Be
Built in Kashmir

I believe Hammams should be
mandatory, especially for elderly
people who suffer during harsh win-
tersand are more vulnerable to viral
infections,common cold,and cough.

There should be rooms specially
designed for winter with fewer win-
dows, no cement layer on the walls,
mud layering instead, and wooden
panelling in the kitchen and rooms
meant for elderly persons.

We must take care of our elders
because they have played a vital role
in our lives. Whatever we are today
is because of them. Their comfort
should be our priority. We should
also keep ample space inside the
house so that children can play
indoors and remain healthy during
winter.

sahilmanzoor411990@gmaiil.
com
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Greatest batti

B M SNAZKI

This is a tribute to 4th Grenadiers!

The best defensive battle ever to be fought by
Indian army and it is compared to the Battle of
Kursk!

The region were the flat plains of Punjab, Khem
Karan sector!

But first the theme of the battle:

Watan walo watan na bech dena, Ke dharti yeh
gagan na bech dena, Shaheedon ne jaan di hain
watan ke vaaste, Shaheedon ke kafannabechdena,
Doston saathiyon hum chale, De chale apnadil apni
jaan Taake jeeta rahe apna Hindustan!

Historical facts:

The Battle of Kursk, also called the Battle of the
Kursk Salient, was a major World War II Eastern
Front battle between the forces of Nazi Germany
and the Soviet Union near Kursk in southwestern
Russia during the summer of 1943, resulting in a
Sovietvictory. The Battle of Kurskis the single larg-
est battle in the history of warfare.

It ranks only behind the Battle of Stalingrad
several months earlier as the most often-cited
turning point in the European theatre of the war.
It was one of the costliest battles of the Second
World War, the single deadliestarmoured battle in
history, the largest tank battle in history, and the
opening day of the battle, 5 July, was the single
costliestdayinthe history of aerial warfare in terms
of aircraft shot down.

The battle was further marked by fierce house-
to-house fighting and hand-to-hand combat.

Thebattle began with the launch ofthe German
offensive Operation Citadel (German: Unterne-
hmen Zitadelle), on 5 July, which had the objective
of pinching off the Kursk salient with attacks on
the base of the salient from north and south simul-
taneously. After the German offensive stalled on
the northern side of the salient, on 12 July, the
Soviets commenced their Kursk Strategic Offensive
Operation with the launch of Operation Kutuzov
(Russian:) against the rear of the German forces on
the same side.

On the southern side, the Soviets also launched
powerful counterattacks the same day, one of which
led toalarge armoured clash, the Battle of Prokhoro-
vka. On 3 August, the Soviets began the second
phase of the Kursk Strategic Offensive Operation
with the launch of the Belgorod-Kharkov offensive
operation (Operation Polkovodets Rumyantsev, )
against the German forces on the southern side of

the salient.

The Germans hoped to weaken the Soviet offen-
sive potential for the summer of 1943, by cutting
off and enveloping the forces that they anticipated
would be in the Kursk salient. Hitler believed that
avictory here would reassert German strengthand
improve his prestige with his allies, who he thought
were considering withdrawing from the war.

It was also hoped that large numbers of Soviet
prisoners would be captured to be used as slave
labour in the German armaments industry. The
Soviet government had foreknowledge of the Ger-
man plans from the Lucy spy ring. Aware months
in advance that the attack would fall on the neck
of the Kursk salient, the Soviets built a defence in
depthdesigned towear down the Germanarmoured
spearhead.

The Germans delayed the offensive while they
tried to build up their forces and waited for new
weapons, giving the Red Army time to constructa
series of deep defensive belts and establish a large
reserve force for counter-offensives, with one Ger-
man officer describing Kursk as "another Verdun".

The battle was the final strategic offensive that
the Germans were able to launch on the Eastern
Front. Because the Allied invasion of Sicily began
during the battle, Adolf Hitler was forced to divert
troops training in France to meet the Allied threat
in the Mediterranean, rather than using them as a
strategic reserve for the Eastern Front.

Asaresult, Hitler cancelled the offensive at Kursk
after only a week, in part to divert forces to Italy.
Germany's heavy losses of men and tanks ensured
thatthe victorious Soviet Red Army held a strategic
initiative for the rest of the war.

Battle of Asal Uttar:

The Battle of Asal Uttar (8-10 September 1965)
was a decisive Indian victory in the 1965 Indo-
Pakistani War, fought near Khem Karan in Punjab.
Indian forces, led by the 4 Mountain Division,
halted a major Pakistani armored thrust using a
"horseshoe" defensive, destroying or capturing over
100 Patton tanks, turning the area into a "'Patton
Nagar' (Graveyard)".

Context: Pakistan’s 1st Armoured Division aimed
tocapture Punjab by taking Khem Karan and break-
ing through to the Beas River.

Strategy: Indian forces, under Maj. Gen. Gurbaksh
Singh, fell back to a, forming a horseshoe-shaped
defensive position. They flooded the sugarcane
fields at night, making the ground unsuitable for
Pakistani tanks.

Key Heroism: Company Quartermaster Havildar
Abdul Hamid (4 Grenadiers) destroyed multiple
enemy tanks with a recoilless gun, earning the
Param Vir Chakra, India's highest gallantry award.

Outcome: The Pakistani 1st Armoured Division
was severely crippled, losing over 97 tanks, which
halted their offensive and turned the tide of the
1965 war in India's favor.

Significance: It is considered one of the largest

es fought by Indian army

tank battles since World War II.

The battle is commemorated annually, and its
success is a pivotal part of Indian military history.

The Battle of Asal Uttar (8-10 September 1965)
was a decisive Indian victory during the Indo-
Pakistani War, where Indian forces destroyed over
100 Pakistani Patton tanks in Punjab's Khem Karan
sector. Indian troops trapped the Pakistani 1st
Armoured Division by flooding sugarcane fields,
creating a "Patton Nagar" (graveyard of tanks).

The Attack: Pakistan’s 1st Armoured Division
and 11 Infantry Division launched a major offensive,
capturing the Indian town of Khem Karan.

Indian Strategy: GOC 4 Mountain Division
ordered atactical fall-back to create a "Horse Shoe"
shaped defensive position around Asal Uttar.

The Trap: Indian troops breached the Rohi Nal-
lah(canal)at night, flooding fields and turning them
into swampy traps for the advancing Pakistani M-47
and M-48 Patton tanks.

Outcome: The Pakistani armor was severely
crippled, stopping their advance towards Punjab
and shifting the war in India's favor. Dushmano se
milo dushmano ki tarah, Jeena kya marna kya
buzdilon ki tarah, Keh raha yeh watan yeh zameen
aasmaan, Maao ne apne bete diye , Naujawan soch
kar aur kya, Taake jeeta rahe apna Hindustan!

Indian dfensive ops at Asal Uttar

The Battle of Asal Uttar (September 8-10, 1965)
was a decisive Indian defensive victory during the
Indo-Pakistani War, halting Pakistan's 1st Armoured
Division advance in Punjab. Indian forces used a
"horseshoe" defensive, flooding sugarcane fields
to trap superior Pakistani M-48 Patton tanks.
Company Quartermaster Havildar Abdul Hamid
was posthumously awarded the Param Vir Chakra
for destroying seven tanks.

Key Aspects of the Battle:

Location: Near Khem Karan, Tarn Taran district,
Punjab.

Strategy: The Indian 4th Mountain Division,
under GOC Major General Gurbakhsh Singh, fell
backto create a 'Horse Shoe' shaped defensive posi-
tion near Asal Uttar.

Terrain Manipulation: Indian troops breached
the Rohi Nala canal to flood the area, creating
muddy conditions that bogged down Pakistani
tanks, reducing their mobility.

Key Units: 18 RajputanaRifles, 1/9 GorkhaRifles,
4 Grenadiers, 9 JAK Rifles, 9 Deccan Horse, and 3
Cavalry.

Outcome: Over 100 Pakistani tanks (mostly
Pattons)were destroyed or captured, creating "Pat-
ton Nagar" (City of Pattons). The battle is often
compared to the Battle of Kursk in World War II.

Bravery of Abdul Hamid:

Company Quartermaster Havildar Abdul Hamid
PVC(1]July 1933 - 10 September 1965), was an Indian
soldier. He was posthumously given India's highest
military decoration, the Param Vir Chakra, for his
actions during the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965.
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India’s Relation with Europe: Literature and Culture

|

m DR. RATAN BHATTACHARJEE

The treaty between India and Euro-
peanUnionissignedanditisbeingbrand-
ed now as ‘Master of all the deals” . The
relationship between Indiaand Europe has
always been more than a matter of trade,
diplomacy, or political encounters. It is a
relationship woven through centuries of
contact, conflict, curiosity,admiration,and
continuous cultural exchange. Literature
and culture have served as the two most
enduring bridges across which ideas, aes-
thetics, philosophies,and intellectual sen-
sibilities have travelled between the two
regions. Whether through classical encoun-
ters in antiquity, the age of exploration,
the colonial period, or the modern glo-
balised era, India and Europe have shaped
each other’s literary imagination in ways
far deeper than conventional historical
narratives often acknowledge. The story
of India-Europe relations is, therefore, a
story of reciprocal influence—sometimes
harmonious, sometimes fraught, often
hybrid, but always dynamic.

The earliest traces of this relationship
can be found in antiquity when Greek
travellers such as Megasthenes tried to
understand the vastand complex land they
called “Indika.” Though limited by their
own frameworks, these early European
observers were nonetheless struck by
India’s philosophical depth, its asceticide-
als, and its social structures. This set the
foundation for a long-standing European
fascination with Indian thought. Centuries
later, the Enlightenment in Europe redis-
covered Indiainanew way. German think-
ers like Herder and Schopenhauer saw in
Indian texts—particularly the Upanishads
and the Bhagavad Gita—an alternative
wisdom that challenged Westernrational-
ism and offered a metaphysical richness
absentin contemporary European thought.
India became a “mirror” in which Europe
examined itsown spiritual aspirationsand
philosophical limitations. Romanticism
further deepened this engagement, as
poets such as Goethe, Novalis, and later
W. B. Yeats found inspiration in India’s
spiritual and poetic traditions. India thus
emerged in Europe as both a real and
symbolic space—aland of ancient wisdom,
lyrical beauty, and metaphysical depth.

Yet this literary admiration existed

alongside colonial realities that compli-
cated the dynamics of cultural exchange.
The Orientalist scholars of the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries—William Jones,
Max Miiller,and others—played adecisive
role in recovering and translating India’s
ancient texts. Their works introduced
Sanskrit literature to Europe, giving the
Western world the first systematic access
to the Vedas, epics, and classical poetry.
While orientalism has rightfully been
critiqued for its condescension, essential-
ism, and complicity with colonial power,
it remains undeniable that these transla-
tions profoundly changed the landscape
of European intellectual life. Schlegel’s
romantic philology, Nietzsche’s re-evalu-
ation of morality, Emerson’s transcenden-
talism, and even the modernist experi-
ments of T. S. Eliot—all were influenced,
directly or indirectly, by encounters with
Indian literary and philosophical traditions.
Colonialism created an asymmetrical
relationship, yet it also became the medi-
um through which Indian writers encoun-
tered modern European literary forms.
RajaRammohanRoy absorbed therational-
istethos of the British Enlightenment even
as he worked to reinterpret Indian texts
through modern frameworks. Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay blended the nov-
elistic form—imported from England—with
indigenous narrative modes to produce
works that spoke to a changing Indian
consciousness. Therich bilingual world of
colonial India fostered writers who navi-
gated multiple identities: Rabindranath
Tagore, the first non-European Nobel lau-
reate in literature, stands as the most
striking embodiment of this encounter.
His poetryand prose absorbed the rhythms
of Bengali tradition while engaging deep-
lywith European Romantic and Symbolist
aesthetics. His relationship with Yeats, his
influence on European musicologists,and
the philosophical resonance of Gitanjali
across the West testifies to how Indian
literature offered Europe anew vocabulary
of universality, spirituality, and lyricism.
Inthe twentieth century, as colonialism
waned and India emerged as an indepen-
dent nation, the relationship between
Indian and European literatures assumed
a new dimension—one marked less by
hierarchy and more by dialogue, critique,
and collaboration. Writers of the postco-
lonial era such as Mulk Raj Anand, R. K.
Narayan, and later Salman Rushdie craft-
ed narratives thatexplored the hybridities,
fragmentations, and resistances born out
of colonial history. Europe, no longer a
distantideal or a colonial authority, became
a space of migration, exile, intellectual
debate, and creative self-fashioning. Rush-
die’s Midnight’s Children, influenced by

Latin American and European magical
realism, revolutionised postcolonial nar-
rative structures while interrogating the
legacies of colonialism. Similarly, Amitav
Ghosh’s historical novels trace the entan-
gled destinies of Indians and Europeans
across oceans, trading routes, and planta-
tion societies—revealing how the histories
of both continents are inseparable.

The relationship is equally evident in
thereverse direction—European literature
too found renewed life in India. Shake-
speare has become almost an Indian clas-
sical playwright, translated and adapted
across languages and theatre traditions.
The works of Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, Kafka,
and Camus entered Indianintellectual life
through translations, shaping modernist
movementsin Bengali, Malayalam, Hindi,
and Marathi literatures. The Progressive
Writers’ Movement across Urdu and Hin-
di was deeply influenced by European
socialist and humanist thought. Modern
Indian drama, especially in the twentieth
century, was reshaped by Brechtian tech-
niques, existentialist questions, and the
psychological realism of European theatre.
Indian poets such as Jibanananda Das, A.
K.Ramanujan,and ArunKolatkar engaged
European modernism with an originality
that created new forms of poetic expres-
sion—forms that were fully Indian yet
unmistakably global.

Cultural exchanges between Indiaand
Europe have notbeen limited to literature
alone; they permeate music, art, philoso-
phy, cinema, and education. The arrival of
European art schools in colonial India
transformed aesthetic practices, leading
to a synthesis of Western techniques and
indigenous themes. The Bengal School of
Art, led by Abanindranath Tagore and
later Nandalal Bose, attempted to reclaim
Indian artistic identity while simultane-
ously engaging with Japanese and Euro-
pean styles. In cinema, Satyajit Ray’s
works—steeped in Bengali literary tradi-
tions but influenced by Italian neorealism
and French humanist cinema—captured
European admiration and redefined world
cinema. Likewise, European filmmakersand
philosophers increasingly looked towards
India for narrative inspiration, spiritual
motifs, and philosophical grounding.

Indian performingarts, especially clas-
sicaldance and music, also travelled exten-
sively through Europe. From Uday Shan-
kar’s dance productions in the 1930s to
the global tours of Bharatanatyam,
Kathakali, and Hindustani classical musi-
cians, Europe became a major stage for the
Indian cultural renaissance. These perfor-
mances notonlyintroduced Indian aesthet-
ics to new audiences but also influenced
European musicians and composers who

experimented withIndianragas, rhythms,
and spiritual motifs. Ravi Shankar’s col-
laborations with European and American
artists transformed global music culture,
illustrating how artistic encounters can
transcend national boundaries and create
new, hybrid worlds.

At the philosophical level, Europe’s
engagement with India continues to be
marked by a persistent fascination with
Indian spiritual traditions. Advaita Vedan-
ta, Buddhism, Yoga, and various forms of
meditation have profoundly impacted
European intellectual and cultural life.
From the Theosophists of the nineteenth
century to contemporary global move-
ments in mindfulness and wellness, India’s
philosophical richness remains deeply
intertwined with European culturalimag-
ination. Meanwhile, Indian intellectuals
and spiritual leaders—Vivekananda,
Aurobindo, Gandhi—shaped European
debates on ethics, politics, freedom, and
humanism. Gandhi’s philosophy of non-
violence directly influenced European
leaders such as Martin Buber and intel-
lectuals across the continent grappling
with fascism and war.

In contemporary times, literature and
culture continue to form the backbone of
India-Europe relations in new and trans-
formative ways. The Indian diasporaacross
the UK, Germany, France, the Netherlands,
Italy,and the Nordic countries has created
a vibrant transnational literary world.
Writers of Indian origin living in Europe—
such as Jhumpa Lahiri (in Italy), Hari Kun-
zru, Anita Desai, Meena Kandasamy, and
Tahmima Anam—contribute to a hybrid
literary space where themes of identity,
migration,language,and belongingacquire
fresh dimensions. Meanwhile, European
writers travel more frequently to India,
participate in its literary festivals, and
engage with Indian languages through
translation movements that seek to bring
regional Indian literature to European
audiences.

Translationitselfhas become animpor-
tant cultural bridge. Works from Malay-
alam, Tamil, Bengali, Assamese, and
Marathi are increasingly being translated
into Europeanlanguages,allowing Europe
to encounter India not merely through
English but through the diversity of its
indigenous voices. Conversely, Indian trans-
lators continue to bring European classics
tomillions of Indian readers, ensuring that
cross-cultural conversations remainactive,
evolving, and mutual.

India’s modern cultural diplomacy also
recognises the power ofliterature and the
artsinstrengthening globalrelationships.
European cultural centres in India—such
as Goethe-Institut, Alliance Frangaise,

Instituto Cervantes—along with India’s
missions in Europe promote festivals,
workshops, film screenings, and artistic
collaborations. These interactions foster
not only mutual understanding but also a
recognition that cultural exchange is one
of the most enduring forms of diplomacy;,
often outlasting political disagreements
or economic tensions.

The relationship, however, is not with-
out its challenges. Postcolonial anxieties,
debates over cultural appropriation, and
differing political values sometimes shape
the discourse. But literature and culture
offer spaces where these tensions can be
explored with sensitivity and depth. Indi-
an writers interrogate Europe’s colonial
past even as European writers confront
their own histories through Indian perspec-
tives. This mutual questioningis notasign
of division but of intellectual maturity.
Culturalrelationships survive because they
allow room for debate, criticism, and re-
interpretation.

Ultimately, the literary and cultural
relations between India and Europe dem-
onstrate that civilisations meet most mean-
ingfully not through conquest or commerce
but through imagination. The dialogues
between poets, philosophers, storytellers,
musicians,and artists have created a shared
intellectuallandscape that belongs neither
solely to India nor to Europe, but to a larg-
er human tradition of creativity and inqui-
ry. The Indian epics reimagined by Euro-
peanscholars, the Shakespeareantragedies
transformed onIndian stages, the Rabindric
songs interpreted in European conserva-
tories, the philosophical conversations
across centuries from Plato to Gandhi—
these testify to a relationship that is both
ancient and ever-new.

India and Europe, despite their differ-
encesingeography, history,and worldview,
continue to influence each other in pro-
found ways through literature and culture.
It is a relationship that has evolved from
admiration to interrogation, from hierar-
chical curiosity to equal partnership. Ina
fragmented world, such cultural bridges
remainessential, reminding us that under-
standing across civilisations is not only
possible but also enriching. The story of
India and Europe is, in essence, a story of
shared humanity, where literature and
culture serve as the most enduring vessels
of memory, imagination, and hope.

International Tagore Awardee Dr.
Ratan Bbattacharjee is aRetd Head
Post Graduate Dept of English Dum
Dum Motijheel College and a former
Affiliate Faculty Virginia
Commonwealth University Email
profratanbhattacharjee@gmail.com

Talk Of Every Tongue-Excel In Competitive Exam
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The world-wide coronavirus pandemic
has coerced us to adopt new ways and
techniques to cope up with its adversities.
Every human soul is trying his best to min-
imizeitsadverseimpactsondiverse aspects
of human society by creating new ways of
living and performing daily routine activi-
ties which otherwise would have come to
standstill due to ongoing pandemic. As it
has been said necessity is the mother of all
inventions, obviously we would have not
beenintroduced to new tacticsand approach-
es tolife in the absence of this pandemic. But
itisa common know fact that no new inven-
tion comes sansits side effectsin the absence
of its proper management and utilization, so
was the case with new methods and ways of
living formulated during this period. Likewise
otherdepartments,oureducationdepartment
shifted to new methods of teaching learning
process and besides making the common
massesand traditional students aware about
the new mobile teaching apps, they were
introduced to many new terms of online
teaching. Now our traditional classroom
teaching has changed to online teachingand
accordingly our common student has transi-
tioned to ‘online student’.

Our ‘new online student’is vastly differ-
ent from ‘old common student’ in many
aspects as he is availing the benefits of
modern scientific technology in his learn-
ing process by attending online classes

through various mobile teaching applica-
tions, appearing in online examinations
and finally achieving the goal of promotion
from one class to another though he hasn’t
entered the school premises due closure of
educational institutions from last two and
half years. This new worldwide group of
students try toattain knowledge from their
teachers through electric signals flowing
into their smartphones through multiple
teaching applications instead of attending
real classrooms. The standards of intelli-
gence and punctuality for online students
are different from those of traditional stu-
dents. Among traditional students, the
intelligent, punctual, bright and regular
studentsattend their classrooms daily with-
out any failure. They remain alert in the
classroomand listen to their teachers atten-
tively and note the important points of the
lecture. Further they give satisfactory
answer to the questions asked to them by
their teachers. But these parameters have
changed for online students. Now cunning-
ness is preferred over intelligence. Those
students who remain virtually present in
online classesinstead of being absentinreal-
ityare marked as punctual and brighter. Now
glowing of green signal before theirname on
the mobile application is marked as their
presence though they may be enjoying some
other activities like online gaming, online
chatting or video watching. Weak internet
signal ormalfunctioning of teachingapplica-
tions is made an excuse for not being able to
answerthe questionsand miscommunication
between student and the teacher. The duty
of remaining alert in the online classes is
shared between the online classmates in
different subjects so that other fellows may
enjoy secondaryactivities orenjoyanuncon-
scious slumberwithoutanydisturbance.The
old traditional studentswere wellaware about
moralvaluesand used tomaintaindiscipline

inthe classroom butournew online students
have forgottenthelessons of moralityand try
their utmost to create mess in the online
classrooms. They are totally incontinent for
the teacher as the teaching learning process
is virtual. Few weeks ago a video had gone
viral on the social media where a group of
male students was seen making strange
voices in an online classroom as soon as
teacher was trying to start the lecture while
as a group of female students was seen sing-
ingKashmirifolk songsinanonline classroom.
Despiterepeated attempts by the teacher, the
students were totally uncontrollable for the
teacher and finally he had to end the class.
Suchvideosare thevivid examplesofmodern
online students creating indiscipline in the
online classrooms.

When we look at the homework perfor-
mance of the online students, the scene is
totally different from that of traditional
students. Traditional students used to com-

plete their homework individually and
prepare their notes secretly so that no
other student could compete with them.
But our new online students are friendly
with each other in this matter and just one
hardworking student completes his home-
work and shares its images with his other
mates. To the surprise of teachers, every
students appears in the next online class
with his readymade homework which
totally lacks individuality and originality.
Finally our traditional students had to work
hard for appearing in the annual examina-
tions. They had to study twenty four hours
of the day to secure high marks but secur-
ing marksin the online examinationsis the
easiest thing for modern online students.
As soon as the teacher sends link for ques-
tion paper to the online students, they
swiftly search for the answersin the Google
and their textbooks and send back their
answer scripts before the allotted time. At

this stage, some online students find them-
selveslucky enoughas their family members
are much cooperative with them in this
connectionand help theminsearching the
answersoninternet and later feel proud for
their collaborative success. Online copying
in the examination and sharing photocop-
ies of their answer scripts through various
medias is a friendly gesture of online stu-
dents towards their fellows beings.

As we all are well aware about the fact
that pandemic has notended yet and it will
take along time for the re-opening of edu-
cational institutions. So currently there is
no scope for real teaching learning pro-
cessesand we have to go with virtual meth-
ods. Our traditional students have toremain
in the absentia mode for time being due to
pandemicand we have to gowith the online
students. But the question arises how long
our online students willmake fun of online
teaching learning process and when they
willbe serious about it ? How long they will
gointheirlife with their easy earned success
? They need to take this process in a serious
tune and inculcate and redevelop their mor-
al values. Discipline and mutual interaction
in online classes is must for smooth and
fruitful online teaching learning process
otherwise all this is going in vain. They have
toawaken their consciousness and be honest
with their online studies. They must bore in
mind that they are cheating themselves in
thelongrunandruiningtheircareerby cheat-
ing in online classes and examinations. Our
online students must remember that the
future examinations of their lives are not as
easyastheironline examinationsratherthey
have to work hard to be successful in their
lives as they are living in a world where com-
petition is talk of every tongue.

THE AUTHOR IS A REGULAR
COLUMNIST AND FREELANCE WRITER

Views,Opinions, facts etc Expressed by the Authors are their Own and Headlines Today doesn't acknowledge the viewpoint in any manner. And the claims made by the advertisers,

promoters through their write-ups need to be ascertained by the readers and Headlines Today Shall not be held responsible for any misleading information in any manner...

®© 00 ©

oo ¢
CM K

@

®



®

CM K
2 AHEADLINES

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

Srinagar, Saturday
07-February-2026

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

HT - HEALTH | SCIENCE

r@ @headlinestodaydaily

8

“ @headlinestoday (@ @headlinestodaynews

SPECIAL INTERVIEW

Global Recognition for a Life of Healing

An exclusive interview with Dr. Tasaduk Hussain Itoo on his honour by the World Book of Records, London

m HTHEALTH DESK

Dr. Tasaduk Hussain Itoo, a distin-
guished physician, academician and
public health advocate, has been hon-
oured by the World Book of Records,
London, in recognition of his sustained
contributions to healthcare, medical
education, leadership and community
service. The global acknowledgement
marks a major milestone in his profes-
sional journey and places him among
internationally recognised medical lead-
ers.

In this exclusive interaction with
daily Headlines Today Dr. Itoo speaks
about the significance of this honour,
the evolving challenges of healthcare,
the importance of mentorship, and his
vision for the future.

Congratulations on your
Qorecognition by the World
Book of Records. What was your
reaction when you received the
news?

Dr. Itoo: Thank you. It was an emo-
tionally overwhelming moment. I felt a
deep sense of humility, gratitude and
responsibility. While personal recogni-
tionis encouraging, what mattered most
was that years of sincere workin health-
care, education and public service were
acknowledged atagloballevel.Isee this
honour as a reminder to remain com-
mitted to ethicaland meaningful service.

How would you describe

Qoyour professional journey
for our readers?

Dr. Itoo: My journey has been one
of continuous learning and growth. [
started as a clinician driven by curios-
ity and compassion. Over time, my
interests expanded into public health,
academics, leadership and policy
engagement. [ have always believed
thatmedicineis notjustabout treating
illness, butalso about prevention, edu-
cation, advocacy and building stronger
healthcare systems.

Whatfactorsdoyoubelieve
eled to this international
recognition?

Dr.Itoo: I believe it reflects sustained
effortrather thanany single accomplish-
ment. My workacross patient care, teach-
ing, leadership roles and community
initiatives has been guided by consis-
tency, integrity and service. Recognition
naturally follows when intentions are
sincere and efforts remain focused on
impact rather than visibility.

How important is
einternational recognition
for healthcare professionals?

Dr. Itoo: It is meaningful because it
validates the universal value of one’s
work. It also helps amplify important
healthcare messages, enabling collabo-
ration, research partnerships and policy
dialogue. However, recognition should
never become the objective; the pri-

mary focus mustalways remain patient
care and public service.

Whatarethekeychallenges

Qofucing healthcare
professionals today?

Dr. Itoo: The challenges are multidi-
mensional. We face increasing disease
burden, emerging infections, workforce
burnout, limited resources and growing
misinformation. Addressing these
requires not only clinical competence
but also leadership, communication
skills,emotionalintelligence and astrong
public health perspective.

Youactivelyengageinboth
eclinical practice and
academics. How do you manage
this balance?
Dr. Itoo: I see clinical and academic
rolesascomplementary. Clinical practice

keepsteaching grounded inreality, while
academics sharpen critical thinking and
innovation. Clear priorities, discipline
and astrongsense of purpose help main-
tain this balance.

Mentorship appears to be
ecentral to your professional
philosophy. Why is it soimportant?
Dr.Itoo: Mentorship ensures continu-
ity and growth. [ have been fortunate to
learn frominspiring mentors,and I con-
sider it my responsibility to guide young
doctorsand students. Supporting emerg-
ing professionals helps build ethical,
competent and compassionate health-
care leaders for the future.

How do you view the role

Qoof interdisciplinary and
international collaboration in
healthcare?

Dr. Itoo: It is indispensable. No
single discipline or nation can address
modern healthcare challenges alone.
Collaboration promotes innovation,
knowledge-sharing and capacity-
building, ultimately improving patient
outcomes and public health systems
globally.

Has this recognition
einfluenced your future
goals?

Dr. Itoo: It has reinforced my com-
mitment to service. Recognition brings
responsibility, and [aim to use this plat-
form to advocate for ethical leadership,

evidence-based healthcare policies and
inclusive growthin healthcare systems.

What advice would you
elike to give young doctors

and healthcare professionals?
Dr.Itoo: Focuson purpose rather than
prestige. Build strong clinical founda-
tions, uphold ethics, remain curious, and
engage with communities. Success is
most meaningful when it contributes to

the well-being of others.

How do you personally

Qodefine success at this
stage of your career?

Dr. Itoo: Success means alignment
between values and actions. The trust
of patients, respect of colleagues, and
growth of those I mentor are far more
valuable than titles or awards.

What does the future hold

Qofor Dr. Tasaduk Hussain
Itoo?

Dr. Itoo: Continued engagement in
healthcare leadership, medical educa-
tion, public health advocacy and inter-
national collaboration. There s stillmuch
to be done to strengthen healthcare
systems and ensure equitable, ethical
and accessible care for all.

Dr. Itoo’s global recognition stands
as a testament to the power of dedi-
cated service, ethical leadership and
lifelong learning values that remain
central toadvancing healthcare inIndia
and beyond.
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Public Notice

1, Faizan Fayaz, S/o Fayaz Ahmad Bhat, resident of Malora,
Malroo Ghat, Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir — 190017, do hereby
declare that I have changed my name from Faizan Fayaz to Faizan
Fayaz Bhat, corrected my Date of Birth from 06/04/2004 to 03/09/2004,
and changed my address to House No. 371, Zari Pora Mohalla,
Near Masjid-E-Omer, VTC Malroo Ghat, P.O. Parimpora, Srinagar
(South), District Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir — 190017. I have
also updated my photograph vide affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public. My Driving Licence No. JK01 20220005623 pertains to me
only. My Blood Group is (A Positive). Henceforth, I shall be known
as Faizan Fayaz Bhat for all purposes. If any person has any
objection regarding the above changes, the same may be raised
before the Concerned Authority / Regional Transport Office (RTO),
Srinagar.

This is for information of general public that the (Electric bill
) power connection is registered on my Fathers name KHIZAR
MOHAMMAD PARRAY R/O KAREWAKREERI Now this Connection
bearing Consumer ID NO 0212040000368 wants to be registered
onmy NOOR UD DIN PARRAY  S/O KHIZAR MOHAMMAD PARRAY
R/O KAREWA .If anybody have any objection in this regard He/
She may file his/her objection in the concerned PDD office within
seven days from the date of publication ofthis notice after that no
objection will be entertained
Name..NOOR UD DIN PARRAY, S/0 ... KHIZAR
MOHAMMAD PARRAY, R/O .KAREWA

I have lost Registration certificate (RC) of my Vehicle ALTO
K10 bearing registration number JKO5N 4942.Now i am applying
for its duplicate if anybody have any objection in this regard He/
She may contact ARTO Baramulla within seven days from the
publication of this notice after that no objection will be entertained.

MOHAMMAD RAMZAN MIR S/0 GH RASOOL MIR
R/O KREERI BARAMULLA

Iamapplying for fresh Pesticide License situated at Dangerpora
sopore In this regard if anybody is having any objection may
file the same to PPO Lal Mandi Srinagar within the time period of
07 days from the date of Publication of this notice. After that no
objection shall be entertained.

TASLEEMA AKHTER , W/O....MOHD SADIQ DAR
Address.DANGERPIRA SOPORE

Public Notice

This is to inform the general public, That I want to register
DOB/DOD 05-03-2009as in the office of Registrar Birth and Deaths
of /Smt.Shri: MANSOOR HASSAN LONE S/O GHULAM HASSAN
LONE R/O PUSHWARI MACHIL and the case is under process
before the office of Executive Magistrate Ist Class Naib MACHIL
, .Anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file the
objection regarding same before Executive Magistrate Ist Class
MACHIL within 7 days from the date of Publication of this notice
after that no any objection may be entertained.

Public Notice

This is to inform the general public, That I want to register
DOB/DOD 10-01-2007as in the office of Registrar Birth and Deaths
of /Smt.Shri: SAHIL RASOOL S/O GHULAM RASOOL LONE R/0
PUSHWARI MACHIL and the case is under process before the
office of Executive Magistrate Ist Class Naib MACHIL , .Anybody
having any objection in this regard he/she may file the objection
regarding same before Executive Magistrate Ist Class MACHIL
within 7 days from the date of Publication of this notice after that
no any objection may be entertained.

Public Notice

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public
that the electricity connection bearing the details mentioned below
is proposed to be transferred, as the existing consumer is the
grandfather of the new applicant.

Existing Consumer Details:

Consumer ID: 0203050003495, Division: DIV-III (Shreen)

Sub Division / Area: Zainakote ZNK-73/ZN-6, Region: Kashmir

Name: Mohd Sidiq Ronga, Parentage: N/A

Address: Musta Abad, HMT, Srinagar

The above electricity connection is intended to be transferred
in favour of his grandson:

New Consumer Details:

Name: Mehraj Uddin Runga, S/o: Mohammad Ismail Runga

Address: Igbal Colony, Zainakote

If any person has any objection regarding the said transfer,
he/she may submit the same in writing to the concerned authority
within 7 days from the date of publication of this notice. After the
expiry of the said period, no objection shall be entertained.

Public Notice

1, AbMajeed Mir, S/o Ghulam Ahmad Mir, R /o Authoora Reshipora,
Tehsil Kreeri, District Baramulla, ut of jk.

That my name has been inadvertently recorded in my Driving
Licence as "Ab Majeed Mir.”

That my correct and full name is “Abdul Majeed Mir.”

That both the names “Ab Majeed Mir” and “Abdul Majeed Mir”
refer to one and the same person, i.e., myself.

That I have applied before the RTO Baramulla for correction
of my name in the Driving Licence from “Ab Majeed Mir” to “Abdul
Majeed Mir.”

If any person has any objection regarding the above said
name correction, he/she may file the objection before the concerned
authority within the stipulated period from the date of publication
of this notice. Failing which, the correction shall be treated as final.

Abdul Majeed Mir, S/o Ghulam Ahmad Mir
R/o Authoora Reshipora
Tehsil Kreeri, District Baramulla

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertainingto Birth
of KHATEEJABEGUM S/O MOHD SULTAN ALIE R/O WARIPORA
PAYEEN Tehsil KREERI ~ Distt. Baramulla having verified the
date of Birth as 20/01/1998 and event has been shown to be
occured at HOME for issuance of delay order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application ADIL HASSAN NAJAR S/O GHULAM HASSAN
NAJAR R/O KALANTRA PAYEEN Tehsil KREERI for the issuance
of OBC ( Other Backward classes in favor of self

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of OBC in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicant is currently residing in the village of KALANTRA
PAYEEN of Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the NAJAR community
having annual income 275000 // ( five lack thirty four thousand )
the details of family of the applicant are as fallows

1...GHULAM HASSAN Father 65 old aged

2..RAJA BEGAM Mother 60 years Housewife

3... SAJAD AHMAD NAJAR Brother 34 years Labour

4..ALTAF HASSAN NAJAR Brother 30 years Carpenter

5...MEHJABEEN AKHTER sister in Law 36 years H/W

6...ADIL HASSAN NAJAR self 21 years student

7...HAZIK SAJAD Nephew 2 years //

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR

KALANTRA / KREERI

Subject: Application of MOHD SHAREEF DEADER S/O SARDER
MOHD for the issuance of R/O..BANDI BALA ( SCHEDULE TRIBE
Gujjar and Bakerwal )in favour of SHAGUFTA BANO, IRAM JAN ,

MOHD IMRAN
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above, the applicant has submitted
the file in the office of the undersigned for the issuance of ST . in
this connection a report of patwari halga concerned has been
sought which reveals that the applicant is currently residing in
village BANDI BALLA and belongs to the ST caste and GOJER
DEADER community, having annual income is 107000 the details
of the family of the applicant are as follows

1...MOHD SHAREEF self 51 vyears Labour

2.... RAFIQA BEGUM wife 48 years H/W

3....SHAGUFTA BANO daughter 25 years H/W

4...SHAHID HUSSAIN Son 15 vyears student

5..IRAM JAN daughter16 years //

6....MOHD IMRAN Son 12 years //

The applicant has applied for Issuance of ST ( SCHEDULE
TRIBE Gujar & Bakerwal ) certificate in favour of Self.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of. HAFEEZA BEGUM S/O Lt BASHIR AHMAD
GANAIE  R/O RESHIPORA for the issuance of LEGAL HEIR

certificate
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that BASHIR AHMAD
GANIE S /O MOHD RAMZAN GANIE has passed away on 23/09/2022
.The report of the patwari further depicts that the deceased has
left behind following dependent as tabulated below

1..., HAFEEZA BEGUM 67 wife ,48 widow

2.... HILAL AHMAD GANIE son 32 years labour unmarried

3... TANVEER AHMAD son 23 years Labour unmarried

4....JABEENA daughter 35 years H/W married outsatate

5..NUSRAT daughter 25 years H/W married

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Legal heir certificate
in favour of Self

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertainingto Birth
of SADAF NASEER D/O NASEER AHMAD SHAH R/O PUSNAG
Tehsil KREERI Distt. Baramulla having verified the date of
Birth as 04/11/1999 and event has been shown to be occured
at HOME for issuance of delay order .In this connection .

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Public Notice

I am applying for fresh Pesticide and Fertilizer License under
the title of Mir Agrotech, deals in Pesticides, Fertilizers and other
related items . situated at Dawlatpora, Kreeri, Baramulla. In this
regard if anybody is having any objection may file the same to
Chief Agriculture Officer Baramulla and PPO Lal Mandi Srinagar
within the time period of 07 days from the date of Publication of
this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.

Mohammad Syed Mir S/o: Fayaz Ahmad Mir R/o
Dawlatpora, Kreeri) Cell No: +91 97977 43568

Public Notice

This is for information of general public that the (Electric bill
) power connectionis registeredonmy Fathers name HABIBULLAH
SIRAJ R/O WATERGAM Now this Connection bearing Consumer
IDNO 0212040001003 wants to be registered on my MOHAMMAD
ABDULLAH SIRAJ S/O HABIBULLAH SIRAJ  R/O WATERGAM
If anybody have any objection in this regard He/She may file his/
her objection in the concerned PDD office within seven days from
the date of publication ofthis notice after that no objection will be
entertained.
Name..MOHAMMAD HABIBULLAH
S/0 ... HABIBULLAH SIRAJ, R/O ....WATERGAM

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application BISMA SHABAN D/O MOHD SHABAN
NAJAR R/O KALANTRA PAYEEN Tehsil KREERI for the issuance
of OBC ( Other Backward classes in favor of self

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of OBC in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicant is currently residing in the village of KALANTRA
PAYEEN of Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the NAJAR community
having annual income 250000 // ( five lack thirty four thousand )
the details of family of the applicant are as fallows

1...MOHD SHABAN Father 57 shopkeeper

2..ATTIQA BEGAM Mother 54 years Housewife

3... AQIB AHMAD NAJAR Brother 31 years Labour

4..UMAR SHABAN Brother sister in Law 27 years

5...BISMA SHABAN self 25 years student

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Public Notice

This is for information that I, GHULAM HASSAN MOCHI S/O
ABDUL RAHIM MOCHI R/O Kalantra Payeen, bearing electricity
JKPDD consumer ID 0212040002261, wish to inform that there
are some corrections required in my name and address in the bill.
I want to correct my details as follows:

Currentdetails: HASSAN SHEIKH S/O REHMAN SHEKH
R/O Kalantra Bala

Corrected details: GHULAM HASSAN MOCHI S/0 ABDUL
RAHIM MOCHI R/O Kalantra Payeen

If anyone has any objection to this correction, they should file
their objection in the office of the Assistant Executive Engineer
JKPDD Sub Division Watergam Wagoora within 7 days from the
date of publication. No objections will be entertained after that.

GHULAM HASSAN MOCHI
JKPDD Consumer ID: 0212040002261

KASHMIR TALENT HUNT
COACHING CENTRE

Opp: SBI Bank Kreeri
Main Office Masjid Complex Ziyarat Road Kreeri

Offers Coaching for
6" to 10" All Subjects
11*" to 12" Med/ Non Med/ Arts

S.No Name Qualification Experience
01 |Ishfag Majeed Bhat P.G. Physics 3 Years
02 |Syed Irfan Bukhari P.G. Botoney 3 Years
03 |Reyaz Ahmad Mir P.G. Chemistry 4 Years
04 |Sheikh Mansoor Ahmad | P.G. Urdu; B.ed 5 Years
05 |Shahid Majeed Mir P.G. Math 3 Years
06 |Bilal Ahmad Parray P.G. Pol Science 4 Years
07 |Sheikh Ab Raqueeb P.G. English; B.ed 5 Years
08 |Sumaya Akhter P.G. Education; B.ed 5 Years
Fee Structure
6th -8th. 800/month
9th -10th. 1000/month
11th-12th. 4000/month

Contact No.7006692419

Laptop Care House

Wholesale Dealer Of New And Pre Used Laptops
DEALS IN ALL KINDS OF LAPTOPS AND ACCESSORIES

& 7006083061

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application MUSHTAQ AHMAD SOFI S/O ABDUL GANI
SOFI R/O SHEIKHPORA for issuance of RBA certificate in favour
of self for the issuance of RBA in his /her / their favor

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of RBA  in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicant is currently residing in the village of SHEIKHPORA
of Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the SOFI  community having
annual income 560000// the details of family of the applicant are
as fallows

1..MUSHTAQ AHMAD SOFI self 49 years Farmar

2..GULSHANA BEGUM wife 46 years H/W

3... SEERAT MUSHTAQ self applicant 16 years student

4...MOHSIN MUSHTAQ son 12 years student

5...MASROOR MUSHTAQ son 07 years student

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Directorate of Family Welfare Maternal
Child Health & Immunization

Barzulla Srinagar / Nagrota Jammu
Subject: Final selection list for the posts of Steno Typist, advertised vide Notification, No.02 of 2021 dated: 26-03-2021.
Notice
Whereas, this Directorate have received final Selection List of Candidates in respect of category of Steno Typist posts advertised

vide Notification No. 02 of 2021 dated: 26-03-2021 by the service selection Board communicated vide No. JKSSB-Scry/11/2025-06
(E-7704003) Dated: 07-08-2025 received through Administrative Secretariat (H&ME) vide communication No: FW/14/2023-02(CC.

No.7150382) Dated: 19-09-2025; and

Whereas, on the basis of said selection this office has issued notice Vide No: DFW/JK/EST/Slec/S.Typ/2025/3057-60 Dated:
24-09-2025 for selected candidates to submit credentials and mobile number for registration under EVS for verification of Character

and Antecedents within the prescribed period of 10 days; and

Whereas, out of 10 (ten) selected candidates 07 (seven) candidates submitted their credentials and mobile number and the
following 03 (three) candidates (Sr. No. 2, 3 and 10 of the selection list) failed to submit their credentials till date; and

S.No | Name of the Selectee(s)

Item No | Cadre of the post Category

Chadoora Budgam

01 Irfan Latief Wani S/o, Mohammad Latief Wani R/o, 337, Gowherpora, | 298

District Cadre Poonch oM

Chanpora/ Natipora Srinagar.

02 Arif Showkat Wani, S/o Showkat Ahmad Wani R/o 115-Rambagh Payeen | 299

District Cadre Srinagar oM

Budgam.

03 Aamina Yousuf D/0. Mohammad Yousuf Dar R/o Rangeen Kultreh, Chadoora | 305

District Cadre Baramulla | OM

Whereas, this office had intimated the Administrative Department H&ME J&K vide No: DFW/Jk/Est/Sel/StenoTypist/6505 Dated:

15-12-2025 for the non respond of above named candidates, and

Whereas, the Administrative Deptt. H&ME J&K in response vide No: HD-FW/ 24/2023-02 (CC-7150382) Dated: 30-01-2026
directed to issue final notice to the above mentioned candidates to submit their credentials and mobile number for verification of

Character and Antecedents.

In view of above, the selected candidates mentioned above who fails to submit his / her credentials and Mobile number previously,
shall now hereby again conveyed for submission of their credentials and Mobile number in this Directorate within a period of 07
(seven days) positively, failing to which, it shall be presumed that the candidates are not willing to opt for such appointment in
Department of Family Welfare MCH & Immunization and shall forfeit the right of appointment without any further notice.

No: DFW/JK/EST/Slec/S.Typ/2025/9182-86
Dated: 06-02-2026

DIPK: 10685/25 | Dated: 06-02-2026

Sd/ (Dr. Poonam Sethi)
Director Family Welfare MCH & Immuz. J&K
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Govt allots 5 marla land to 506 families under PMAY-G across
J&K, 435 others under consideration: Javid Dar

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB 6 : The
Government today informed the
House that 506 families have been
alloted 5 marla of land across J&K
under PMAY-G while 435 such
other cases are under consideration
of the Revenue authorities. .

This was stated by Minister
Department of Rural Development
& Panchayati Raj, Javid Ahmad
Dar, while replying to a question
raised by Mohammad Yousuf
Tarigami.

The Minister added that the
government has taken necessary
steps for assessment and survey
oflandless and houseless families
under Pradhan Mantri Awaas
Yojana (PMAY) in the Union
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir. He
stated that under PMAY-Gramin
Phase I (RDD), a comprehensive
survey has been conducted to
identify the landless and houseless
families from the Permanent

Awaas Soft Portal have been
forwarded to the concerned
Deputy Commissioners for
necessary verification as per the
prescribed norms.

The Minister said that PMAY-
Urban 2.0 does not provide for
allotment of land, instead the
eligible landless and houseless
families are provided housing
supportmainly through flats under
the Affordable Housing in
Partnership (AHP)vertical, subject
to eligibility and availability.

Regarding construction
timelines, the Minister stated that
houses under the BLC vertical are
typically completed within 12-18
months from the release of the
firstinstalment, while those under
the AHP vertical, constructed by
implementing agencies,are usually
completed within 18-24 months
from the date of sanction.

The Minister assured the House
that the governmentis committed
to provide housing to the landless

J&K closes 158 Stone Crushers, Hot
Mix Plants for environmental
violations: Javed Rana
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB 6 : The Government of Jammu and
Kashmir has ordered closure of 158 Stone Crushers and
Hot Mix Plants from January 1, 2021 to January 1, 2026,
found operating in violation of established norms.

Replying to a question raised by MLA Ajaz Ahmad Jan,
Forest, Ecology & Environment Minister, Javed Ahmed
Rana said that the J&K Pollution Control Committee has
issued directions under Air (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act 1981 and Water (Prevention and Control of

Waiting List(PWL), which has been
fully saturated across the Union
Territory.

The Minister further said that
thebeneficiary-wiselist,including
that of Kulgam district, has been
finalized and land has been

allotted tothe eligible beneficiaries
afterdueverificationinaccordance
with the scheme guidelines. He
added thatas per PMAY-G norms,
the eligible beneficiaries are
entitled to allotment of land
measuring 5 marla and are

required tocomplete construction
of their houses within one year
from the date of sanction.
Regarding urban areas, the
Minister informed that an
assessment/survey has been
undertaken by the Housing &

Urban Development Department
under PMAY-Urban 2.0 to identify
thelandless and houseless families
across Jammu & Kashmir. He
added that the identified
beneficiaries from the Permanent
Wiaiting List available on the

and houseless families in a
transparent and time-bound
manner. He emphasized that no
eligible beneficiary will be deprived
of benefits under PMAY, while due
process and scheme guidelines
will be strictly followed.

DDC Poonch reviews progress
under Capex Budget, CSS

m HT NEWS NETWORK

POONCH, FEBRUARY 06: District Development
Commissioner (DDC) Poonch, Ashok Kumar Sharma
today chaired a comprehensive review meeting to
assess the physical and financial progress of works
under the District Capex Budget 2025-26, along with
Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) and UT Sector
Schemes across the district.

The DDC conducted a detailed sector-wise review
of ongoing and upcoming developmental projects.
During the meeting, the Executive Engineer PWD
(R&B) and Executive Engineer PMGSY presented
detailed briefings on the physical and financial status
of works approved under various heads, including
PWD Roads, DDC Grants, Health, Secondary Education,
NFB, Untied Funds, ULB, CDF, TSP Roads, YSS, Fisheries,
Forest Protection Force, Archaeology, Education M&R
and other sectors.

The DDCalsoreviewed progress under NABARD-
Roads, Samagra, PMAAGY,BADP,NABARD-AH, Tourism,
Apni Mandi Horticulture, SASCI and Dharti Aaba
Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan among other
developmental initiatives and stressed the need for
early completion of all works.

The meeting also discussed major infrastructure
projects including the Mini Secretariats at Mendhar
and Poonch, motorable bridges and other key works.

While accessing the status of roads, bridges and
other developmental works, the DDC reviewed
completion timelines, tendering status and conducted
a division-wise assessment of projects under PWD
(R&B) and PMGSY.

He stressed on the importance of enhancing
expenditure, expediting implementation and
ensuring completion of all projects within stipulated
timelines. He also directed concerned departments
to accelerate the pace of execution and closely
monitor progress.

The meetingwasattended by CPO ShamaUnAhmed,
SE PWD (R&B), Mehmood Ahmed, DFO (Territorial),
Mushtaq Ahmed, Executive Engineer PMGSY Poonch,
Mendhar & Surankote, CEO Mukhtar Ahmed Manhas,
CMO, Dr. Parvaiz Ahmed Khan, DYSSO Mohd. Qasim,
CEO Municipality Poonch Khalil Ahmed Banday, EO
Municipality Surankote and other concerned officers.

DC listens to public issues at far flung Block Parlidhar

B HT NEWS NETWORK

UDHAMPUR, FEBRUARY 06: To
strengthen grassroots governance and
ensure an effective grievance redressal
mechanism, the Deputy Commissioner
Udhampur, SaloniRai, today conducted
a public outreach-cum-grievance
redressal programme at remote Block
Parlidhar.During the camp, former
PRI members and local people of
adjoining panchayats raised several
important issues and demands,
including the construction of a Patwar
Khana building, upgradation of the
tractor road from Kawa to Dhanwal,
construction ofaforest hutat Parlidhar,
footbridge at Malti, upgradation of
the High School to Higher Secondary
level, Road connectivity and water
supply at Dhanwalt, construction of
apucca path to Chanotra Mandir and
development of a playground at
Parlidhar.

The public also highlighted the
shortage of staffin various educational
and health institutions.

While Interacting with PRIs and
the general public, the DC said that
the main objective of the outreach

programme is to obtain a firsthand
appraisal of issues at the grassroots
level. She added that such camps help
deliver governance at people’s doorsteps
and strengthen the public service
delivery mechanism. She further
assured that their genuine issues would
be addressed inatime-bound manner.

Officers from the Agriculture,

& ]

Horticulture and Animal Husbandry
Departments briefed the participants
about various government schemes.

Later, the Deputy Commissioner
distributed plants amonglocal farmers,
an initiative organized by the
Horticulture Department to promote
sustainable and income-generating
farming practices.

Pollution Act, 1974 for closure of these 158 units.

Regarding the compliance of Stone Crushers and Hot
Mix plants with the established norms, he informed the
House that the units are granted Consent to Establish only
if they comply with the criteria and after checking of
adequacy of Pollution Control Devices (PCDs) as prescribed
by JKPCCunder Water Prevention and Control of Pollution)
Act, 1974 and Air Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1981.

He said that the directions issued by National Green
Tribunal and Supreme Court of India from time to time
have been complied in letter and spirit and legal action is
initiated against the violators under the environmental
Law.

The Minister further underlined that specific steps are
being taken to protect the river ecology, prevent pollution
linked toillegal mining and ensure accountability within
JKPCB under environmental laws.

Javed Rana said that all river bed mining projects in
Jammu & Kashmir are being mandatorily regulated through
the Environmental Clearance (EC) mechanism.

The Minister stated that the Jammu & Kashmir
Environment Impact Assessment Authority (JKEIAA)
prescribes standard and project-specific environmental
conditions when granting Environmental Clearance (EC).
These conditions are legally binding and aim to protect
river ecology, prevent pollution and environmental
degradation from miningactivities and ensure accountability
of project proponents and regulatory authorities, including
monitoring and compliance with the environmental laws.

Javed Ranastated that Project Proponent are mandated
to undert

DLSA Reasi organizes awareness camp on legal, welfare services for senior citizens

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

participants about the rights,
welfare schemes and legal remedies

of TLSC Mahore atdifferent places
and by ParaLegal Volunteers (PLVs)

legal

awareness,
amicable dispute resolution and

promoting society.

Another awareness

REASI, JANUARY 06: Under
theleadership of Khalil Choudhary;,
Chairman, District Legal Services
Authority, Reasi (also Pr. District
and Sessions Judge Reasi)and the
able guidance of Pooja Gupta,
Secretary, DLSA Reasi, a Legal
awareness programme for senior
citizens to guide themonaccessing
legal services and welfare schemes
was conducted at Govt. High School
Dhanori, Katra.

Adv. Rachni sensitized the

available to senior citizens under
various laws including the
Maintenance and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Citizens Act.

The resource person also
highlighted the role of Legal
Services Authoritiesin providing
free legal aid, counseling and
assistance to elderly person.

Anotherawareness programme
on Lok Adalat and Mediation
Campaign 2.0 was conducted by
the Para Legal Volunteers (PLVs)

of DLSA Reasi at District Court
Complex.

The programme aimed at
promoting amicable settlement
of disputes through Lok Adalat
and mediation mechanisms,
thereby reducinglitigation burden
and ensuring speedy, cost-effective
and accessible justice for the
common people.

They were sensitized toactively
participate in the campaign with
the shared objective of enhancing

strengthening access to justice
for all.

Besides, an awareness
programme on “Bal Vivah Mukhat
Bharat” wasalso organized at AWC
DidiBangal, Aghar Jitto (Katra) by
the Para Legal Volunteers (PLVs)
of TLSC Katra, Reasi.

The main objective of the
programme was to educate the
general publicabout theill effects
of child marriage and to promote
thevision ofa child-marriage-free

programme was successfully
carried out by PLVs of DLSA Reasi
at LLC Tote/Sahrion “Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao”.

In this programme, the
objectives of the “Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao” scheme were highlighted
and also elaborated upon various
government schemes meant for
the welfare, education and
empowerment of girls including
scholarships, health benefits and
legal protections.

ADC Nowshera reviews status of collateral
damages, BRO works

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

NOWSHERA, FEBRUARY 06: On
the directions of DCRajouri Abhishek
Sharma, a meeting was chaired by
ADC Nowshera Pritam Lal Thapa to
review the status of assessment and
compensation of collateral damages
caused due to the construction of
Jammu-Poonch National Highway
(NH-144A) in the Nowshera section,
besides taking stock of various issues
related to Border Roads Organisation
(BRO) projects.

The meeting was attended by
officers from 57 RCC(BRO), Executive
Engineer PWD (R&B)Rajouri, Executive
Engineer PWD (R&B) Nowshera,
Tehsildar Nowsheraand other concerned
officers.

The BRO officersinformed that the
assessment of damaged structures
hasbeen completed by the Public Works
(R&B) Department and the assessed

®© 00 ©

compensation amount has been
projected to the Ministry of Road
Transportand Highways (MoRTH) for
sanction.

It was apprised that the
compensation will be disbursed to

the affected people as soon as the
sanction is accorded.

The ADCwas furtherinformed that
in certain stretches of the highway,
landslides have occurred, posing a
threat to nearby residential houses.
Inthisregard, the executing contractor
hasbeendirected to construct proper
protection and retaining walls to
preventany furtherdamage and ensure
the safety of the residents.

Various other issues pertaining to
the construction of NH-144A and other
BRO roads in the sub-division were
also discussed in detail.

TheADCdirected theBROauthorities
toexpedite the pace of work and ensure
adherence to safety and quality
standards.

Dr.Thapaalsourged the BRO officers
tospeed up the construction workon
the Beri-Pattan Jallas Road to provide
better connectivity and convenience
to the people of the area.

SWD organises awareness camp for senior
citizens at Bhaderwah

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

BHADERWAH, FEBRUARY 06: The
Department of Social Welfare, under
the able guidance of the Deputy
Commissioner Doda, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Bhaderwah and the
District Social Welfare Officer Doda,
organised acomprehensive awareness
camp for senior citizens at Bhaderwah
withthe objective of sensitising elderly
citizens about various welfare schemes
and legal provisions aimed at ensuring
their protection, dignity and overall
wellbeing.

The programme was organised
under the supervision of Tehsil Social
Welfare Officer (TSWO), Bhaderwah,
Shahnawaz Ahmad, who welcomed
the participants and highlighted the
significance of ensuring dignity, care
and social security for senior citizens.
While addressing the gathering, the
TSWO elaborated on various welfare

schemes being implemented by the
Social Welfare Department for the
benefit of elderly citizens including
pensionschemesand other supportive
initiatives.

Resource Person, Advocate Isha
Hitaishidelivered a detailed awareness

sessionon the Maintenance and Welfare
of Parents and Senior Citizens Act,
2007. She sensitised the participants
about their legal rights, provisions for
maintenance and the responsibility
of childrenand relatives towardselderly
parents.The participants were also
informed about the procedure for
seekinglegal assistance under the Act.

The event was also attended by
Zonal Physical Education Officer (ZPEO)
Bhaderwah, Vijay Kotwal, who
interacted with the senior citizens
and appreciated the initiative of the
Social Welfare Department.

A large number of senior citizens
from Bhaderwah and adjoining areas
participatedinthecampandappreciated
the efforts of the department in
organising such informative
programmes. The programme was
also attended by Advocates and staff
members from the District Legal
Services Authority Bhaderwah.
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RBI keeps repo rate unchanged, maintains

‘neutral stance’ a

H  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEWDELHI, FEB 6 : The Reserve
Bank of India’s Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) on Friday
unanimously decided to keep the
key policy repo rate unchanged at
5.25 per cent, citing resilient domestic
growth, abenigninflation outlook
and rising global uncertainties.

The decision was taken at the
MPC’s 59th meeting held from
February4-6,underthechairmanship
of RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra.

Consequently, the standing
deposit facility (SDF) rate remains
at5.00 per cent, while the marginal
standing facility (MSF)rateand the
BankRate continue at 5.50 per cent.
The MPC also opted to retain its
neutral policy stance, indicating a
calibrated approach going forward.

The central bank noted that the
global economy showed notable
resilience during 2025, supported
by front-loaded trade activity, fiscal
stimulus and accommodative
monetary policies across major
economies.

However, rising geopolitical
tensions, fiscal pressures and
divergence in monetary policies
continue to inject volatility into
global financial markets.

On the domestic front, India’s
real GDP growth for 2025-26 is
estimated at 7.4 per cent, according
to the First Advance Estimates.
Growth has been largely driven by
robust private consumption and

fixedinvestment,evenas netexternal
demand remained a drag due to
higher imports.

On the supply side, real gross
value added (GVA) is projected to
grow at 7.3 per cent, supported by
buoyant services activity, aresilient
agriculture sector and signs of revival
in manufacturing.

Looking ahead, the RBl expects
domesticdemand toremain strong,
aided by healthy rabi prospects,
GSTrationalisation, monetary easing
andabenigninflation environment.
Investment activity is likely to
maintain momentum on the back
of high capacity utilisation, robust
creditgrowthand the government’s
continued thrust on capital
expenditure.

mid benign i

The MPC also highlighted that
merchandise exports could benefit
from the prospective India-US trade
deal, while recent trade agreements
with the European Union, New
Zealand and Oman are expected to
diversify exports and strengthen
the external sector.

Taking these factorsintoaccount,
theRBIreviseditsreal GDP growth
projections for the first two quarters
0f2026-27 upwards to 6.9 per cent
and 7.0 per cent, respectively, with
risks evenly balanced.

On inflation, headline CPI
remained exceptionally low at 0.7
per cent in November and 1.3 per
centin December2025.Food prices
continued to remain in deflation,
while fuelinflation stayed moderate.

nflation

Coreinflation also remained benign
despiteanincreasein precious metal
prices.Excluding gold, core inflation
stood at 2.6 per cent in December.

The near-terminflation outlook
remains favourable, supported by
healthy food supply conditions,
adequate buffer stocks and stable
core inflation.

However, the RBI cautioned that
geopolitical tensions, volatile energy
prices and adverse weather events
pose upside risks. CPI inflation for
2025-26 has been projected at 2.1
per cent, with Q4 inflation expected
to rise to 3.2 per cent due to
unfavourable base effects. For Q1
and Q2 of 2026-27, inflation is
projected at 4.0 per cent and 4.2
per cent, respectively.

Explaining therationale behind
the policy decision, the MPC said
thatwhile external headwinds have
intensified, the overall domestic
growthandinflation outlookremains
positive. Most members agreed that
the current policy rateisappropriate,
though one member, Prof.Ram Singh,
reiterated his preference for a shift
fromaneutral toanaccommodative
stance.

The RBIsaid future policy actions
would be guided by evolving
macroeconomic conditionsand data
from the new GDP and CPI series,
based on 2024 asthe base year.The
minutes of the MPC meeting will
be released on February 20, 2026,
while the next policy meeting is
scheduled for April 6-8, 2026.UNI

KoSSll inaugurates World’s Largest Single-

Site Mycorrhiza Facility in Hyderabad

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

HYDERABAD, FEB 6 : In a significant
boosttoIndia’s agri-biotech and sustainable
farming ecosystem, Koppert Sustainable
SolutionsIndiaLimited (KoSSIL)inaugurated
one of the world’s largest single-location
Mycorrhiza production facilities in
Hyderabad, responding to rapidly growing
global demand for eco-friendly agricultural
solutions.

The facility was inaugurated by Aron
Oosthoek, Managing Director of the
Netherlands-based Reka BV Group, in the
presence of delegates from Europe and South
America and representatives of leading
Indian agrochemical companies.

With global agriculture shifting toward
biological and low-carbon inputs, the
Hyderabad plantisexpected to strengthen
KoSSIL's export-led growth strategy while
ensuring supply-chain resilience, the
company saidinarelease here on Thursday.

The unit is designed to meet stringent
European quality standards, enabling
seamless access toregulated international
markets.

In his address, Oosthoek said the joint
venture is built for scale and long-term
value creation.

“Through KoSSIL, our joint venture with
Agrilife, we are addressing global soil health
challenges, beginning with Mycorrhiza
and expanding into a broader portfolio of
microbial consortium products,” he noted,
underlining the company’s ambition to
diversify revenues through biological
solutions.

Dr. Venkatesh Devanur, Managing
Director of Agrilife, said the project reflects
deep domestic capability building. Over a
decade of end-to-end R&D—from strain
isolation to commercial-scale production—
hasbeenexecutedinIndia, translatinginto
cost efficiencies and intellectual property
development within the country.UNI

Budget 2026 puts MSMEs at centre of India’s

growth strategy: Infomerics CEO

Failure of big corporate could wipe out year’s earning of
South and Southeast Asian Banks: S&P Global

RBI holds rates at 5.25%, keeps neutral
stance as inflation outlook improves

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

MUMBAI FEB 6 : The Budget 2026 sends
aclearsignal that micro, smalland medium
enterprises (MSMEs) remain central to the
country’s growth agenda, with a series of
targeted measures aimed at improving
credit access, easing compliance and
expanding demand opportunities, analysts
said.

Mohit Rana, Chief Executive Officer of
Infomerics Analytics, said the budget takes
a “strong and pragmatic” approach to
addressing structural challenges faced by
MSMEs, particularly in financing and
scalability. A key announcement is the
creation of a Rs 10,000 crore SME Growth
Fund, whichis expected to provide patient
capital and support the expansion of viable
small businesses across sectors.

Liquidity access is also set to improve
with further strengthening of the Trade
Receivables Discounting System (TReDS),
enabling faster cash flows for MSMEs
supplying to larger corporates and

government entities. In addition, enhanced
capital support for the Self-Reliant India
Fund is likely to deepen equity funding
options for growth-oriented enterprises.

Ranahighlighted the budget’s focus on
compliance facilitationasequally significant.
The proposed rollout of Corporate Mitras
in Tier II and Tier III cities is expected to
reduceregulatory friction and operational
burdens for smaller enterprises, many of
which struggle with compliance costsand
administrative complexity.

Beyond direct MSME interventions,
continued emphasis on public capital
expenditureand climate-alignedinvestments
isexpected togenerate downstream demand
across supply chains, benefiting MSMEs in
manufacturing, infrastructure and green
technologies.

Overall, Rana said the budget strikes a
careful balance between fiscal prudence
and targeted support, reinforcing MSMEs
asresilientdrivers of employment, innovation
and sustainable economic growth amid
global uncertainty.UNI

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

CHENNAI FEB 6 : Loan concentration
is a major risk, and any large loan default
by a large corporate could wipe out the
full-year earnings of some banks in India,
Malaysia and Indonesia, said S&P Global
Ratingsin alatest report titled “South and
Southeast Asia Stress Tests Show Loan
Concentration Could Blindside Banks”.

“Banks in Brunei, the Philippines, and
Thailand are the most exposed to loan
concentration risk,” said Geeta Chugh, a
credit analyst at S&P Global Ratings.

“In these countries, banks could lose
more thanafull-year's earnings before tax
because of high concentration and, in some
cases,due torelatively weak earnings. That
said, extreme stress could wipe out the
full-year earnings of some banksin Malaysia,
India, and Indonesia, too,” Chugh said.

Any crashofatitaninSouthand Southeast
Asia’s corporate sector could have deep
repercussions for banks. Concentrationrisks
aresignificantforafewbanksbutmanageable

for most others, S&P Global Ratings said.

The credit rating agency said its stress
test assesses the impact of a default by the
largest borrower on earnings and risk-
adjusted capital at banks.

“We assume that loans to large
corporations are either not backed by
collateral (unsecured) or that the value
recovered from these loans in the event of
default is very low. While this likely
overestimates directlosses--most corporate
loans involve some level of recovery--it
serves as a proxy for the unquantified risk
of supply chain contagion,” S&P Global
Ratings said.

In practice, major corporate defaults
trigger domino effects. As the defaulted
company halts payments, suppliers lose
cash flow required to service their own
debt, and a secondary wave of defaults
occurs. By maintaining a zero-recovery
assumption on the primary loan, we have
built a cushion that accounts for these
secondary systemic shocks, the creditrating
agency said. UNI

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

MUMBAI FEB 6 : India’s central bank on Friday kept
its key policy rate unchanged and maintained a neutral
policy stance, citing easing inflation pressures, strong
economic fundamentals, Reserve Bank of India Governor
Sanjay Malhotra said after the Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) meeting.

The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) unanimously
decided to hold the policy reporate at 5.25%at the conclusion
of its monetary policy review. All other policy rates were
also left unchanged.

Malhotra said, "Indian economy remains resilient;
Monetary policy will be guided by new inflation data
based on revised series."

Malhotraadded geopolitical tensions remain elevated
and global trade pressures arerising, but the Indian economy
continues to show resilience.

The RBI projected retail inflation at 3.2 percent in the
fourth quarter of the current fiscal year and 2.1% for the
full year. Inflation is expected to rise to 4.0% in the first
quarter of FY27 and 4.2% in the second quarter, largely
duetoasharpincreaseingold andsilver prices, the governor
said.

The central bank maintained that monetary policy
decisions going forward would be guided by incoming
inflation data based on a revised series.

India’s foreign exchange reserves stood at a healthy

Abhi Eggs targets 1100 Cr revenue in FY26; Explores Middle East and South East Asia markets

= UNITED NEWS OF INDIA USD 723.8 billion at the end of January, Malhotra said,

adding that the current account deficit is expected to
remain moderate during the current fiscal year.

He added that trade agreements with the European
union and the United States, which are either concluded
or in sight, are expected to provide further momentum

practices,and nutrition, he added.

Currently operating atadaily
capacity of 18-201akh eggs, Abhi
Eggs’ portfolio includes India’s
first D.O.S.E egg, along with

Abhi Eggs follows a fully
controlled, antibiotic-free
farming model, with eggs
produced in-house atits poultry
farmsin Ravulapalem, Andhra

bird health, Abhi Eggs delivers
clean, food-based nutritional
benefits without the use of
antibiotics, supported by regular
testing through NABL-accredited

Havingclosed FY25at 47.47
crore, we are confident of crossing
100 crore in FY26, driven by
scale, portfolio expansion, and
wider market reach, he said.

HYDERABAD, FEB 6 : Abhi
Eggs, the nutri-enriched eggbrand
from Abhi Foods, is targeting

revenuesof 100croreinFY26, Pradesh. laboratories. Lookingahead,weareactively Vitamin D3, Nutri and Gold | to growth.
nearly doubling its year-on-year The brand focuses on Commenting on the growth exploring export opportunities variants. The RBI projected gross domestic product (GDP) growth
turnover. preventive  bird health plans, S. V. V. Dora Reddy, Co- inthe Middle Eastand Southeast The brand has a pan-India | at 7.3% for the current fiscal year and raised its growth

forecasts for the firstand second quarters of the next fiscal
year to 6.9% and 7.0%, respectively.

The central bank had cut the repo rate by acumulative
1.25 percentage points over four moves last year. In its
previous meeting in December, it reduced the rate by 25
basis points to 5.25%.UNI

The growthisdriven by scale-
up in production, enhancing
supply chain management,
portfolio expansion, the
Hyderabad based company said
in arelease here on Thursday.

management, vegetarian feed,
and nutrient fortification to
ensure consistent quality and
nutrition.

Maintaining end-to-end
control over farming, feed, and

founder, Abhi Eggs, said, what
started as a small family effort
to provide better nutrition to the
next generation has grown into
apurpose-driven brand focused
on everyday health.

Asia, where there is growing
demand for clean, nutritionally
enriched food products. Our focus
remains on scaling responsibly
while maintaining complete
control over quality, farming

presence across 50 cities in 17
states and three union territories
andis available through modern
trade, quick-commerce platforms,
e-commerce,and leading regional
retail chains.UNI

Life insurance giant LIC logs higher PAT, premium income

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

CHENNAILFEBG6: One ofthe
Asian life insurance giants, the
governmentowned Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC) today
said it had logged higher net
profit for the first nine months
of FY26.

The Board of Directors of LIC
approved and adopted the
standalone and consolidated
financial results for the nine
months ending December 31st,
2025.

Thelife insurer said its profit
after tax (PAT)for the nine months
ended December 31st, 2025 was
Rs.33,998 crore as compared to
Rs. 29,138 crore for the nine
months ended December 31st,
2024, registering a growth of
16.68%.

In terms of market share
measured by First Year Premium

®© 00 ©

Income (FYPI)(as per IRDAI), LIC
continuestobe the marketleader
inIndianlife insurance business
with overall market share of
57.07% for nine months ended
December 31st 2025 as compared
t057.42% for nine months ended
December 31st 2024.

For the nine months ended
December 31st, 2025, LIChad a
market share of 35.84% in
Individual business and 71.36%
in the Group business.

The Total Premium Income
for nine months period ended
December 31st, 2025 was Rs.
3,71,293 crore as compared to
Rs. 3,40,563 crore for the nine
months period ended December
31st 2024, registering a growth
0f 9.02%.

Individual New Business
premium income for the period
under review was Rs. 44,941
crore as compared toRs. 42,441

crore for the previous year
corresponding period.

The Individual Renewal
premiumincome for nine months
period ended December 31st,
2025 was Rs. 1,91,050 crore as
compared to Rs. 1,78,975 crore
for the nine months period ended
December 31st 2024, registering
an increase of 6.75%.

The Total Individual Business
Premium for the nine months
period ended December 31st,
2025 increased to Rs. 2,35,991
crore fromRs. 2,21,416 crore or
the comparable period of previous
year, registering an increase of
6.58%.

The Group Business total
premiumincome for nine months
period ended December 31st,
2025 was Rs. 1,35,302 crore as
compared to Rs 1,19,147 crore
for the nine months period ended
December 31st 2024, registering

an increase of 13.56%.

Atotal of 1,16,63,856 policies
were sold in the individual
segment during the nine months
period ended December 31st,
2025 ascomparedto 1,17,10,505
policies sold during the nine
months period ended December
31st,2024, registeringadecrease
of 0.40%.

OnanAnnualized Premium
Equivalent (APE) basis, the total
premium was Rs. 44,007 crore
forthe nine months period ended
December 31st, 2025. Of this
62.61% (Rs. 27,552 crore) was
accounted for by the Individual
Businessand 37.39%(Rs. 16,455
crore) by the Group Business.

Within the Individual
Business, the share of Par products
on APE basis was 63.54% (Rs.
17,507 crore)and balance 36.46%
(Rs. 10,045 crore)was due toNon
Par products. The Individual Non

Par APE has increased to Rs.
10,045 crore for the nine months
period ended December 31st,
2025 fromRs. 6,813 crore for the
nine months period ended
December 31st,2024 registering
a growth of 47.44%.

Therefore, on APE basis, our
Non Par share of Individual
business hasincreased to 36.46%
forthe nine months period ended
December31st,2025,ascompared
to 27.68% for the nine months
period ended December 31st,
2024.

The Value of New Business
(VNB)for the nine months period
ended December 31st, 2025 was

Rs. 8,288 crore as compared
to Rs. 6,477 crore for the nine
months period ended December
31st,2024, registering a growth
of 27.96%.

The Net VNB margin for the
nine months period ended

December 31st, 2025 increased
by 170 bpsto 18.8% as compared
to 17.1% for the nine months
period ended December 31st,
2024.

The Solvency Ratio as on
December 31st, 2025 increased
to 2.19 as against 2.02 on
December 31st, 2024.

For the nine months period
ended December 31st, 2025, the
persistency ratios on premium
basis for the 13th month and
61st month were 75.75% and
61.09%, respectively. The
comparable persistency ratios
for the corresponding period
ended December 31st, 2024 were
76.66%and 61.84%, respectively.

For the nine months period
ended December 31st, 2025, the
persistencyratios on number of
policies basis for the 13th month
and 61st month were 64.28% and
49.06%, respectively.

The comparable persistency
ratios for the corresponding
period ended December 31st
,2024 were 66.47% and 49.22%,
respectively.

TheAssetsUnderManagement
(AUM)increased toRs.59,16,680
croreasonDecember 31st,2025
as compared to Rs. 54,77,651
crore on December 31st, 2024
registeringanincrease of8.01%
year on year.

The Overall Expense Ratio
forthe nine months period ended
December 31st, 2025 decreased
by 132 bpsto 11.65% as compared
to 12.97% for the nine months
periodended December31st2024.

The Yield on Investments on
policyholders' funds excluding
unrealized gains was 8.77% for
the nine months period ended
December 31st,2025 as against
8.82% for nine months period
ended December 31st,2024.UNI
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'Our flight is booked,

we're going'":

H  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

MUMBAL: Even as that question hangs heavy like
the thick and suffocating Mumbai smog over the
T20 World Cup 2026, Indian captain Suryakumar
Yadav said his team will travel to Colombo whether
the match happens or not.

"(Our) Mindset is pretty clear,” Suryakumar said
atthe captains' media briefing on Thursday in Mum-
bai. "We did not refuse to play them. The refusal
came from them (Pakistan). ICCorganised the fixture.
BCCI and (Indian) government decided to play in
neutral venue in coordination with ICC. Our flight
to Colombo is booked. So we are going. We'll see
what happens later."

Defending champions India begin their World
Cup campaign on the opening day - February 7 -
against USA in Mumbai. India start as firm favorites
based on their phenomenal dominationin the format
in this World Cup cycle. Suryakumar's team pro-
vided further evidence of that on Monday evening
in Navi Mumbai where they nudged aside South
Africain the warm-up match. Such form has allowed
Suryakumar to be more relaxed and light-hearted
during media briefings and same was the case on
Thursday.

Asked what the mood in the Indian dressing room
was around the Pakistan match, Suryakumar said:
"The discussion in the team is ekdum (absolutely)
clear. First we play the match on February 7, then
we will head to Delhi (Namibia on February 12) and
then we will travel to Colombo."

Suryakumar's is the first formal response from
the India side on the topic, and comes a day after

Suryakumar

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said his
government had taken a "considered stance" on
boycotting the India match and did not want "poli-
tics in sport".

This is the second time in six months Suryaku-
mar has found himself facing questions on how
India-Pakistan matches were getting impacted
due to the fraught political relations between the
two nations, after the Asia Cup controversy last
year. The BCCI had instructed the Indian team
then to not shake hands with the Pakistan team,
atthe behest of the Indian government. India then
refused to receive the Asia Cup trophy after win-
ning the tournament from ACC president and PCB
chairman Mohsin Naqvi, who also declined to
hand over the trophy.

Suryakumar said he could not do much about
the current situation apart from turning up with his
team in Colombo.

"Their (Pakistan) decision is not in my control,"
he said. "I wish I could take that decision. But then
it's their (Pakistan) call. We've been told that we
have to play on the 15th. We played the Asia Cup,
we played three times. We played some good crick-
et against them. We won. We were happy. And,
similarly, if we get an opportunity again in Colombo
we will definitely play our game.

"[ feel it is not an easy job. I'm sure they must be
working out something. But if it (the boycott) has
come from the other government or the nation, how
can... Itis a difficult call for them as well. [ know it'll
be a difficult situation. But, as I said, if we are told
and the fixtures are ready we will definitely go ahead
and play."

India ace record
chase to make Under-19
World Cup final

®  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: A classy century from Aaron George,
a swashbuckling 33-ball 68 from Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi and a half-century from captain Ayush Mhatre
helped India Under-19 ace what looked like a tricky
chase with ease and got them an entry into their tenth
Under-19 World Cup final.

The odds were against India when centuries from
Faisal Shinozada and Uzairullah Niazai lifted Afghan-
istan Under-19 to 310 for 4. A target of this size had
never before been chased downin Under-19 World Cup
history. But the Indian top-order came to the party as
they chased down the record 311-target with 53 balls
to spare.

Both George (20)and Sooryavanshi (22) were dropped
early in their innings but they cashed in, and Afghan-
istan were left to rue their errors. The duo added 90
runs for the opening wicket off just 57 balls. Mhatre
and George then put up a century-stand before Vihaan

Malhotra and George all but sealed Afghanistan'’s fate.

India were up and away in a flash in the chase, with
George effortlessly flicking fast bowler Abdul Aziz past
mid-on first ball. Sooryavanshi had a couple of sighters
and thenwent crash, bangand wallop, sending the Afghan
bowlers on a leather hunt. It was butchering at one end
and precision at the other. Sooryavanshi took on spinner
Wahidullah Zadran, thrashing him for two fours and a
six in the fourth over while George effortlessly got the
boundaries away. Sooryavanshi was dropped at the start
of the fifth over at backward point with Niazai shelling a
simple catch. He made them pay by thrashing Zadran for
a four and six in the sixth over and then tonking Aziz for
three fours and a six to rack up a fifty off 24 balls as India
reached 73 for O after seven.

George was dropped at mid-on but soon put that
behind him, smashing boundaries with a minimum of
fuss. His impeccable drives and impenetrable defence
made hisinnings a treat to watch. The bouncer once again
consumed Sooryavanshi, but Mhatre ensured none of the
momentumwaslost. He's not had the best of tournaments,
but was at his best when it mattered. Mhatre's first two
scoring shots were sixes and he followed that up with a
four.George, meanwhile, reached his fifty off 52 ballsand
Mhatre soon followed suit, bringing his up in 43.

confident of a strong showing
atthe upcoming Twenty20 World
Cup despite the absence of sev-
eral frontline fast bowlers, cap-
tain Mitchell Marsh said on
Thursday.

hasretired fromT20internation-
als, while his new-ball partner
Pat Cummins has beenruled out
of the 20-nation tournament
with a back injury.

doubtful for the first round
after suffering a hamstring
injury.

" ARP

COLOMBO: Australiaremain

Pace spearhead Mitchell Starc

Josh Hazlewood is also

"We are well prepared for
the World Cup and, yes, we will
miss some of our key players,

Australia upbeat at T20 World Cup despite injury concerns

bing in Pakistan, but Marsh
dismissed concerns over their
form.

"We have afew guysavailable
here whodidn't play in Pakistan
and it's all about adapting to
conditions," he said.

"We are confident that we
will put up a good show in the
World Cup.”

The former world champions
boastanimpressive record since
the last World Cup in the Carib-
bean and United Statesin 2024,
winning 17 of their 21 T20 in-
ternationals.

The tournament, co-hosted
by India and Sri Lanka, begins
on Saturday.

but we are confident that we
have all bases covered,” Marsh
told reporters at the captains’

briefing in Colombo.
Australia arrived in Sri
Lanka after a3-0series drub-

L2
LUBAAB

PUBLICATIONS

ONE STOP SOLUTION FOR ALL PRINTING NEEDS

NEWSPAPER | BOOKS | FLYERS | LOGO | FLEX | MAGAZINES
VISITING CARDS | BROCHURES | 3D BOARDS | COVER PAGES
WEDDING CARDS | CALLIGRAPHY | WALL PAINTINGS

9999038812
9419008414

Radio Colony, A
Gund Hassibhat, Lawaipora Srinagar-190017

HEADLINES TODAY

INVITES CONTRIBUTIONS

Are you a writer, poet, storyteller, columnist, or feature writer
with a passion for literature or health writings? Headlines
Today offers a platform to share:

Literature Section: Well-crafted essays, literary articles,
reflections, and creative writings.

Health Section: Well-researched articles, expert
columns, and in-depth feature reports from
professionals and specialists.

Send your contributions fo:
Dr Basharat Khan
Honorary Editor: Literature & Health
Sections (HT) at

chogalwriter76@gmail.com

YOUR WORDS CAN INSPIRE,
INFORM, AND IGNITE; LET
THEM BE HEARD.

LEAGAL DISCLAIMER : The views and Opinions Expressed in Articles, Opinion Pieces, Columns, Interviews, or Other Content Published in Headlines Today are those of the Respective Authors or Contributors and do not Necessarily Reflect the Views or Editorial Policy of
Headlines Today, its Publisher, or Management. Headlines Today is not Responsible for the Accuracy, Completeness, or Reliability of Content Sourced or Reproduced from News Agencies, Press Releases, Advertisers, or Other Third-Party Sources. Publication of Such
Material Does not Imply Endorsement. Advertisements, Sponsored Content, Paid Features, or Promotional Materials Displayed on this Website or Disseminated Through Affiliated Digital Platforms are Commercial Communications and Shall Not be Construed as
Editorial Content or Endorsement by Headlines Today. All Content is Published in Good Faith for Informational Purposes Only. Readers are Advised to Exercise Discretion and Independently Verify Information. © Headlines Today. All Rights Reserved.
Contentis Protected Under the Copyright Act, 1957. Unauthorized Use is Prohibited. All disputes shall be subject to the Exclusive Jurisdiction of the Competent Courts in J&K.

® 00 ©

o0 ¢ &
CM K



[7) @headlinestoday17 (&) @headlinestodaydaily 3 @headlinestoday @3 @headlinestodaynews inside

Lal Ded:

HT Saturday e

LitStream -

BILINGUAL WEEKLY LITERARY SUPPLEMENT OF DAILY HEADLINES TODAY

Vandana
Kumari Jena’s
Angkor Vat and
Other Stories:
A Captivating
Collection

Srinagar e Saturday, February 07,2026 e Issue No: 06 e Volume: 02 e Pages: 16

Lal Ded: ANGKOR WAT | € \Gror WAT
The Mystic Voice Beyond Faith and Form al O'THE STO}%IFS QUHERSIORIES From Granny
Professor Muhammad Aslam ‘f#\ ‘ i e to Grave:
' Ly ‘ Remembering

Meera, you were a princess. o = is pain for those ¢
Why did you suffer? . e " ;. who remember <

Revisiting
Agha Hashar
Kashmiri
An Indian
Vision of

Theatre

5

, - VandanaKumari
rmessbsen  Jona’s Angkor Vat

Why did you suffer?

and Other Stories T

< Revisiting
Oy
Hashar
Kashmiri
Anindian
Vision of
Theatre
7

The Perfect
Facade

Letter From A
Female Cancer
Survivor

\ N

AYear of Visible
Distinction:
Dr.  Subhrasankar Imran RupaRao  Sonika N. Zulfi qar Elli SKIMS Between
Perwaiz Das Yousuf Kaur Kkongor  Naqvi Lagiou Republic Day
Shaharyar 2025and 2026
- J

o000 © o0 o0 [ Y) e ¢CM K¢ oo o0 o0 ® o000



SATURDAY

2

07 FEBRUARY 2026

Literature

HT Saturday

LitStream

Professor Muhammad Aslam

I al Ded, Lalla, Lalla Arifa,
Lalleshwari, call her what
you will, is as enigmatic a

personality as another female poet

of the 16th century, Habba Khatoon.

We know very little about the life of

Habba, and life accounts of Lalla are

very scanty. Who was she, a Hindu

or a Muslim saint? The legend has
it that she was born to a Kashmiri

Brahmin family somewhere between

1301 and 1320 at Sempore or Pandre-

than, 5kms from the main city, Sri-

nagar. She is believed to have died
in 1373 and her grave is at Bijbehara,

45 kms from Pandrethan. Married at

12, Lalla was rechristened as Padma-

vati after marriage but continued to

be called Lalla or Lalleshwari. It is
said that her marriage was a disas-
ter like that of Habba Khatoon as her
mother-in-law, in particular, treated
her very badly. This wouldn’t have
come to light, had a huge feast at her
home not taken place. An uncon-
firmed report says that once there
was a great feast at her in-laws. Lal-
la’s friends, feeling envious, told her
she was going to have a great lunch
or dinner, but replied in verse:

honD maer’tan ya hakhur

lalli nilvatth tsalni zaan

Whether they kill a buffalo or a
bull calf,

Lalla always has a stone in her
bowl of food.

According to legend, her moth-
er-in-law would place a stone in
her food bowl and cover it with a
small amount of rice so the bowl
looked full. The verse is believed
to have exposed the cruelty of her
in-laws. When things went beyond
her patience, she left home and
became a disciple of Siddha Srink-
anth (Sed Boay), a Shaivite spiritual
leader. Lalla was 24 or 26 at the time.
“Legend tells of the harsh treatment
Lalla Ded received from her husband
and mother-in-law and extols her
patience and forbearance. Twelve
years after being wed, she left her
home in order to dedicate herself to
Shiva and became a wandering reli-
gious singer. Her poems and songs
concern the longing for God and the
joy she finds in the deity who lives
within, as well as her disregard for
conventional forms of worship such
as image worship” (Britannica).

Historical accounts of Lalla’s
life are as scanty as those of Habba
Khatoon. The first written record
about her is in a 1587 collection of
biographies of saints and religious
figures by Mulla Ali Raina, entitled
Tazkirat-ul-Arifeen. Baba Dawood
Mishkat’s Asrar-u;-Akbar (1654) and
Khwaja Azam Dedmari’s Tareekh-
e-Azmi (1736) are the latest descrip-
tions of Lalla. It is said that she was
a contemporary of Mir Sayyad Ali
Hamadani, an Iranian Sufi saint,
scholar and poet.

After breaking up with her

Lal Ded:

The Mystic Voice Beyond Faith and Form

Professor Muhammad Aslam

Meera, you were a princess.
Why did you suffer?

in-laws, Lalla adopted Shaivism as
her only goal, like another female
saint of her age, far away from her in
Rajasthan, Meera Bai. Meera Bai (c.
1498-1547) was a Rajput princess and
renowned Hindu mystic poet from
Rajasthan, known for her intense
devotion (Bhakti) to Lord Krishna,
whom she considered her divine
husband. Defying societal norms
and challenging her in-laws’ oppo-
sition, even surviving attempts to
poison her, and eventually leaving

o0 ¢CM K¢ o000

her royal life to live as a wandering
saint, composing devotional songs
(bhajans) that remain popular
today, Meera became a true mystic.
Her story highlights a life of spir-
itual rebellion, unwavering faith,
and selfless love for God, making
her an iconic figure in the Bhakti
Movement. As mentioned earlier,
Meera made Giridhar Gopal as her
spiritual husband and sang mero
to Giridhar Gopal dusro na koyi (I
have but Giridhar Gopal, no other

Lalla, you were a Brahmin.
Why did you suffer?

is mine) in his praise:

I have none but Giridhar
Gopal, no other is mine.

He who wears the peacock
crown—he alone is my beloved.

Father, mother, brother, kin—

none are truly my own.

I cast away the pride of lin-
eage; what can the world do to
me?

Sitting among the saints, I lost

CONT. ON PAGE 3
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all fear of worldly shame.

I tore my silken veil and
wrapped myself in coarse wool.

Pearls and corals I cast aside,
strung only a forest garland.

With tears as water, I nour-
ished the creeper of love.

Now the vine has spread
wide—it bears the fruit of bliss.

With deep devotion, I churned
the milk of the heart.

When the butter of love was
drawn out, let others drink the
whey.

Seeing the devotee, I rejoiced;
seeing the world, I wept.

O Giridhar, my crimson Lord—

Now save me, your servant
Meera

Meera devoted herself complete-
ly to God and considered all world-
ly relationships—family, caste,
status—as secondary. She willingly
accepted shame, criticism, and isola-
tion to remain faithful to her love for
Krishna. She abandoned silk, jewels,
and pride, choosing simplicity,
tears, and love instead. She placed
her fate entirely in Krishna’s hands,
asking only for grace and liberation.
Like Meera, Lalla sang:

lal bo tsayas swaman bagu baras

vuchhum shivas shakath milth
tu vah

tati lay karum arnrit saras

zinday maras tu karyam kyah

I, Lalla, entered through the
door of the garden of my mind

And saw Shiva and Shakti
united into one, O joy!

There I became immersed in
the lake of nectar

And died even while I was still
alive

What will now death do unto
me?

Lalla is the creator of a poetic
form called vakh or vatshun, a four-
line stanza with a rhyme scheme
ABAB.

Select Lal Vakhs

I have selected a few of Lalla’s
vakhs which should give us an idea
of how devoted she was to Shiva
and Sahib (Allah). Her vaakhs (also
called vatsun) are luminous frag-
ments of spiritual poetry, blending
mysticism, philosophy, and lived
experience into spare, powerful
verses. Spoken rather than writ-
ten, these short sayings capture
moments of awakening, doubt, and
fierce self-inquiry, expressed in the
everyday language of the people.
Lalla rejects ritual and dogma,
turning instead toward direct inner
knowledge and embodied truth. Her
vaakhs move fluidly between Shaiva
philosophy and universal spiritu-
al insight, making them at once
deeply rooted in Kashmir’s culture
and strikingly timeless. In their sim-
plicity lies radical depth: each vaakh
is both a teaching and an invitation
to awaken.

1)

aami pana sodras naavi chas
lamaan

kati bozi dai myon meti diyi taar

aamen taken poan’ zan shemaan

zuv chum bramaan gara gathaha

Translation

With a raw thread, I'm ferry-
ing my boat across the sea

If only my Lord would carry
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my boat to the far shore.

I am leaking away like water
from an unbaked clay vessel.

My soul is writhing with long-
ing to return to home.

These lines convey a deeply spir-
itual and existential message. Lalla
says she is struggling to sail through
the vast, dangerous sea of the world,
with a boat tied by a raw thread, a
weak human effort. She knows
that crossing the sea on her own is
nearly impossible. The message is
deeply spiritual and existential. So
she prays to “dai” (Lord) to help her
sail through so that she reaches her
home, her destination. The image of
water leaking from an unbaked clay
pot (aamen taaken pyon zan shem-
aan) manifests both the urgency and
fragility of time. The body cannot
hold the soul forever and must there-
fore reach its origin (gara).

(2)

aayas vate gayas nav ate

suman sothi loosum doh

chandas vuchum ta haar na athe

nava taaras dima kyah bo

Translation

I came by the common road but
could not return the same way
back.
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I was still upon the embank-
ment when the day slipped into
dusk.

I reached into my pocket—not
a single coin lay there.

Now, to cross the river, what
offering do I have to give?

These lines are metaphorical and
convey an unsettling message. The
narrator is caught between places.
She took a path to reach somewhere
but couldn’t go back that way. Time
moved on unnoticed, suggesting a
missed opportunity or awareness,
and she was left at the embankment.
To reach her destination, she needs
aboat. When she checks her pockets,
there is no coins to offer for ferrying
her across. It is like the tradition-
al Charon’s coin, or Charon’s obol,
often mythological, the “payment of
a small coin placed in the mouth of
the deceased in ancient Greece and
Rome. This token paid Charon, the
ferryman, to transport souls across
the River Styx to the underworld.
Failure to pay meant wandering
for 100 years.” Lalla means that life
provides us opportunities to see if
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we are prepared to face our Creator.
We often find ourselves late, unpre-
pared, and empty-handed.

3)

dilkis baaghas door kar ghaesil

ada devah pholi yimberal baagh

marith manga nai vumri hinz
haesil

moat chuy pata pata taehsildaar
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Translation

Cleanse every impurity from
the garden of the heart—

Only then will narcissus flow-
ers be born within it.

After death, they will ask you
to account for your deeds.

Death walks behind you, like a
revenue officer.

The lines say that inner purity
is the condition for true beauty
and awakening. The “garden of
the heart” stands for the inner self;
unless it is cleared of ego, greed,
resentment, and hypocrisy, noth-
ing noble can grow there. This is
the interpretation of a Hadith that
says: man arafanassahufaqad arafa
rabbahu (He who knows his Self,
knows his Lord). This means that if
one discovers wonders of his spirit,
soul and body and detects the secrets
and mysteries of the complex system
of the creation then a way of know-
ing Allah would be opened for him to
know. Allama Igbal also emphasised
the importance of Self through the
philosophy of kKhudi (selfhood/ego)
which means the self or inner self.
It is a living, creative, and spiritu-
al power, not pride or arrogance. It
stands for knowing who you truly
are, being independent, and having
inner strength. Khudi pushes people
to take control of their lives and
build a strong character through
love, creativity, and self-discipline.
By doing this, a person grows closer
to God and gains the power to change
their own future. Like Allama Igbal,
she would advise people to immerse
into their own selves and compre-
hend the essence of life. Igbal had
said:

apne man main doob kar pa ja
suraage zindagi

tu agar mera nahin banta na ban
apna to ban

Dive deep into your own soul
and find the trace of life.

If you cannot be mine, then be
it—at least, be wholly your own.

Igbal’s philosophy of khudi is also
very close to Lalla’s idea of immers-
ing into one’s own Self:

khudi ko kar buland itna ki har
taqdeer se pehle

khuda bande se khud pooche bata
teriraza kya hai

Raise your selfhood to such
towering heights

that before every decree of

fate,

God Himself pauses to ask His
servant:

Tell Me—what is it that you
desire?

The narcissus flower suggests
insight, grace, or spiritual awaken-
ing—something rare and luminous
that appears only in a purified inner
landscape.

The second movement shifts
from inner life to accountability.
Life is not morally neutral: after
death, a reckoning awaits, where
a person is asked what they truly
earned through actions, not claims
or appearances.

The final image—death as a rev-
enue officer—is strikingly ironic.
Like an official who silently follows
and records every transaction, death
is always near, patiently keeping an
exact ledger of one’s deeds. There
is no drama or threat, just inevita-
bility. Therefore, all efforts must be
made to purify the inner self, live
consciously and ethically. Time is
short and nothing goes unrecord-
ed. The Quran (82: 10-12) says: “But
indeed over you (are appointed)
watchers, Kiraman Katibeen) writ-
ing down (your deeds). They know
all that you do”. Angels following
and recording our deeds are men-
tioned also in Chapter 6: 61, Chapter
13: 11 and Chapter 50: 16-18.

4)

goras pritshaam saasi latte

yesna kenh vanaan tas kya naav

pritshaan pritshaan thachis ta
loosis

kenh nas nishi kyah taam draav
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Translaion
I asked the Guide a thousand
times—

What is the name of the one
who is nameless?

Asking and asking, I grew
weary,

Something did come out of
something else.

These lines are deeply mystical.
Lalla says that she asked her guide
(Gor, guru) for the name of the
nameless, but the repeated ques-
tioning leads only to exhaustion,
not clarity. God is often understood
as ultimately nameless because any
name is a human attempt to define
what is infinite and beyond form.
Names arise from language, culture,
and limitation, while the divine is
believed to transcend all boundar-
ies. For this reason, many religious
traditions offer thousands of names
for God, each reflecting a particular
attribute such as compassion, power,
wisdom, or justice. These names do
not confine God to a single identity

CONT. ON PAGE 4
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but act as symbolic pathways for
devotion and understanding. They
point toward a reality that cannot
be fully captured, a “God who is the
God,” existing beyond all labels.
This shows the limit of language
and intellect: some truths cannot be
reached by asking what they are.

The final line—“Something did
come out of something else”—sug-
gests that when the mind finally
gives up its demand for answers, a
realization arises on its own. From
silence, from emptiness, from “noth-
ing,” meaning is born. The truth is
not given as an answer; it emerges
when seeking itself dissolves. Lalla
understands the nameless after she
stops insisting on a name.

(5)

Goran von-nam kuney vatsan
Nebra dopnam aendri atshun
Suy gov lali me vaakh ta vatshun
Tawai me hyotum nangai natsun
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Translation

The Guide told me only one
thing

Journey inward, deeper and
deeper.

Lalla took this as true counsel
and command.

I began to dance—stripped
bare of all coverings.

These lines speak in the symbol-
ic language of mysticism, not lit-
eral sense. The murshid urges an
inward journey: truth is not found
in the outer world but within the
self. “Naked dancing” here signifies
radical spiritual freedom—the shed-
ding of ego, social identity, fear, and
convention. Lalla gets intoxicated
with inner realisation. This intox-
ication is divine ecstasy, where the
soul no longer hides behind forms
or rules. To be naked is to be utterly
authentic; to dance is to live in har-
mony with that realization. When
one truly turns inward and realizes
the truth, all masks fall away—and
what remains is fearless, ecstatic
freedom.

ghaeflo haeka qadam tul

vuni chai sul ta tshaandun yaar

par kar paida parvaaz tul

veni chai sul ta tshaandun yaar

Translation

O heedless one, quicken your
steps—

There is still time to seek the
Friend.

Grow wings and go flying.

There is still time to seek the
Friend.

The lines are a wake-up call to
the spiritually unaware. “Heedless”
points to a person lost in routine,
ego, or worldly distractions. Lalla
urges urgency: life is fleeting, yet the
door to transformation is still open.

The Friend” is a mystical symbol
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for the Divine, the Beloved, or
ultimate truth. “Grow wings and
go flying” suggests inner prepara-
tion—discipline, awareness, love,
and courage—needed to rise beyond
the ordinary self.

(7)

damah dam kormas daman hale

prezlyom deep ta naneyam zaat

aendryum prakaash nebar tshot-
tum

gatti manz rotum ta kaemas thap
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Translation

Breath by breath, moment
by moment, I kept myself disci-
plined.

A flame of light was lit in me,
and the truth of my own being
stood revealed.

I brought the inner light into
the outer world.

In the darkness, I seized it and
held it fast.

These lines describe an inner
spiritual practice—continuous
self-discipline, remembrance, or
awareness (mashg-e-nafs). Through
sustained effort, illumination arises:
the “lamp” symbolizes insight and
awakening. With that light comes
haqiqgat-e-zaat—the realization of
one’s true nature.

Bringing the inner light out-
ward means allowing inner awak-
ening to shape outward life: action,
perception, and conduct. Holding
onto the light in darkness suggests
steadfastness—remaining anchored
in truth even when surrounded by
confusion, ignorance, or hardship.
Through persistent inner practice,
one awakens to truth and learns to
guard that light while living in a
dark world.

(8)

latan hyund maaz laryom vatan

aeki haevnam aki chi vath
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yim yim bozan tim kona matan

lali booz shatan kuni kath

Translation

All the flesh of my soles was
left clinging to the road—

Each one pointed me to the
same single path.

Whoever hears this—how
could they not go mad?

Lalla understood that there is
only one truth to grasp.

These lines speak of the cost and
intensity of the spiritual path. Worn
feet suggest total devotion—walking
so relentlessly that the body itself is
spent. The repeated pointing to “one
path” emphasizes unity: despite
many voices and guides, the essence
of the way is one.

Madness here is divine mad-
ness—junoon—the state of being
overwhelmed by truth. When a
seeker truly hears and understands
this unity, ordinary reason collaps-
es.

Lalla understood that liberation
did not lie in complexity or countless
doctrines, but in grasping a single,
essential truth and committing to it
completely.

)

shiv chuy thali thali rozaan

mo zaan hyund ta musalmaan

trukai chukh ta paan parzanaav

soy chai sahibas zaeni zaan

Translation

Shiv alone reveals His radi-
ance everywhere.

Do not think in terms of Hindu
or Muslim.

If you are truly alive, then
know your own Self;

In truth, this alone is the
knowing of Allah.

The verse speaks of spiritual
unity beyond religious labels. It
says the Divine manifests every-
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where under different names, and
that real faith is not in outward
divisions but in inner realization.
To recognize one’s true self is to rec-
ognize God—whether called Shiv or
Allah—because the essence is one.

(10)

kunirayay zaanakh kuni no
rozakh

kuniran kornam huni aakar

kunuy aesith don hyund jang gom

sui berang gom Kaerith rang
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Translation
And if you truly grasp what
Tawhid is, your separate self will

fade away.

This alone is the majesty of the
Essence of the Real.

Yet still the war of duality goes
on.

That colourless left me entan-
gled in colours and fragrance.

The verses reflect a mystical
understanding of Tawhid (Divine
Oneness). True realization of One-
ness dissolves the illusion of an inde-
pendent ego. Existence itself is a gift
from the One Reality—humans were
“nothing” until brought into being
by God. Despite this truth, human-
ity remains trapped in duality: self
vs. other, sacred vs. profane, me vs.
Him. God is beyond all attributes
and distinctions, yet the human soul
experiences multiplicity, desire, and
sensory attachment (“colour and fra-
grance”). Interestingly, the Quran
(2:138) delineates religion as “colour-
ing” (sibghat). The verse says:
sibghat-ul-Allah, wa man ahsan-u
min-Allahi sibhah (Allah’s colour-
ing. There is no colouring better thn
Allah’s colouring). It alludes to the
Christian ritual of baptism, using
some kind of yellow to wash a new-
born baby. However, in the Quran,
the verse is a commandment, asking
Muslims “to dye” themselves in the
“colouring of Allah”, both outwardly
and inwardly. Lalla too says that
Allah has no colours, but He left her
all coloured with His colouring, that
is, she surrendered herself to Allah
and became one with Him.

Conclusion

Lal Ded emerges as a rare spir-
itual figure whose life and poetry
transcend the rigid boundaries of
religion, culture, and time. Born
into a turbulent domestic life, she
transformed personal suffering into
a profound inward journey, choos-
ing renunciation not as escape but
as awakening. Her vakhs reveal a
mystic who spoke in the language
of lived experience—boats tied with
raw thread, empty pockets at the riv-
erbank, gardens of the heart need-
ing cleansing—images that make
metaphysical truths immediate and
human.

What distinguishes Lalla is her
fearless inwardness. Guided by
her guru to turn within, she rejects
ritual, labels, and outward piety in
favour of direct realization. Wheth-
er she names the Divine as Shiva
or Allah, the essence remains one:
self-knowledge is God-knowledge.
Her verses echo Shaivite non-dual-
ism as naturally as Qur’anic moral
consciousness, placing her beyond
sectarian ownership and firmly
within a universal mystical tradi-
tion.

Like Meera Bai, she defied social
norms, but Lalla’s rebellion was qui-
eter and more radical—she stripped
away not only worldly ties but also
conceptual certainties. Her poetry
urges urgency, discipline, inner
purity, and ethical accountability,
reminding us that time is short and
nothing goes unrecorded. Ultimate-
ly, Lal Ded stands as a humanist
mystic whose enduring message is
unity, self-realization, and compas-
sionate awareness—the true mea-
sure of a life well lived.
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he 206 page captivating col-
I lection of 24 stories capturing
ordinary moments of daily life
in an extraordinary way offers anoth-
er, powerful, perceptive and deeply
engaging fictional milestone for the
readers of Vandana Kumari Jena. The
power of the stories lies in suggestion
rather than revelation. The occasion-
al restraint that gives the prose ele-
gance can also make it feel distant to
those seeking overt drama or confron-
tation. Its quietness is not emptiness;
it is the silence of meaning. The tit-
ular story ‘Angkor Vat Angkor Vat’
is the story of a girl whose marriage
to Nishant does not have a fairytale
ending and she returns home after
seven months saying tersely, “we are
filing for divorce.” What went wrong?
She is tight-lipped about it. The truth
is revealed, quite accidentally, when
the entire family leaves for Cambodia
to visit Angkor Vat.

‘The Prodigal Son’ is the story of a
doctor who, while on his honeymoon
to Chikmagalur and Coorg, tells his
wife that his brother had left his home
three years ago and disappeared. His
departure destroyed the family. His
disappearance continues to haunt
him. It is in Coorg, quite by chance,
that the truth is finally revealed.’
Hypnosis’ is the story of star-crossed
lovers who meet after fifteen years.
Why did the girl leave him suddenly?
What had happened at the night of the
party? Why can’t the man remember?
Could hypnosis really offer a solu-
tion? ‘Marriages are Made in Heaven’
which earlier appeared in Dipankar
Mukherjee’s Readomania is included
in this new collection “Angkor Vat
and Other Stories”. This has enriched
the volume of stories.’Fairplay’ is the
story of a couple Jalaj and Jyotsana
whose world is torn asunder when
their son is born with golden hair and
blue eyes. There seems to be only one
explanation for it, that his wife has
committed adultery. But is that the
real explanation?

‘The Premonition’ is the story
of a Ravi, who suffers a stroke and
is paralysed. While in the hospital,
and suffering from hallucinations, he
claims that he has a premonition that

ANGKOR WAT

AND OTHER STORIES

his son Palash’s life is in danger. His
wife knows that he is delusional, but
could Ravi be right ‘Lavanya’ is the
story of a woman who adopts a baby
girl while her husband Rishabh is
away in Canada. Her husband, on his
return, throws her out, alleging that
she committed adultery and the girl
is her love child. Who is the little girl
and why did she adopt her? And what
happens after she grows up?’Heart-
break’ is the story of Snigdha whose
husband Vivaan appeared to have
died of post operation complications
after undergoing heart surgery. But
the truth is very different. ‘Crime in
Panchgani’ is the story of a boarding
school in Panchgani where life came
to a standstill when a boy Vishal was
shot in the chest during the morning
Assembly. How could a boy in a board-
ing school be shot? Who shot him and
why? The story revolves around this,
with a surprising denouement.
‘Heart to Heartis’ is the story of
Jayant who visits Vietnam with his
wife to explore the possibility of taking
up a job in Vietnam. They spend a
few idyllic days in Vietnam. But does
he have a hidden agenda? Marriag-
es are made in Heaven-A satire’ is
a satire about a diamond merchant
who is opposed to taking dowry but
is not averse to streedhan, and his
demands during his son’s wedding led
to an ignominious fate for him. ‘Never
Again’ is the story of a widow who
comes to Mumbai to spend some time
with her son and daughter in law. The
country come under the spell of Covid
and she overhears her daughter in law
telling her son to send her back. She
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realizes how unwelcome she is here.
When they visit her in Meerut months
later, she is a woman transformed.

‘Eyes wide shut’ is the story of a
woman who sinks into depression
after miscarrying a seven-month-old
foetus. She hears the baby whim-
pering, is delusional and even tries
to commit suicide. She is afraid she
is losing her mind. But the truth is
different. ‘The Transformation’ is a
story of a loving couple whose life
is disrupted when their son begins
to ask them embarrassing questions
after reading a newspaper report of a
man unknowingly marrying a genetic
male. The question strikes close to
home and threatens to disturb the
couple’s peaceful life and shatter a
well-kept secret.

‘The Sound of Music’ is the story
of a Ghazal singer Samarth whose
songs mesmerize the whole world.
But what happens when he develops
throat cancer? Would he be able to
revive his music career?

‘An Unfinished Love story’ is the
tale of a man who takes a flight to
Bengaluru and sees his ex-girlfriend
at the airport. But she does not seem
to recognize him. He learns later that
she had met with an accident and lost
her memory. She is now married and
has a three-year-old son. But he is
convinced that the boy is his and that
she still loves him. Does she?’Death
in Laos’ is about a newly married
woman who follows her husband to
Laos, where he is a consultant. While
on a holiday, her husband begins to
drown. He survives, but the woman
who goes to rescue him, dies instead.
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What really happened? ‘Nikhil and
I’ is a love story with a difference.
Anchal has an arranged marriage
with Nikhil, a doctor based in the US,
only to discover that a little girl called
Padma, whose grandmother she has
befriended, is Nikhil’s daughter, and
is urgently in need of bone marrow
transplant. Nikhil has a ready-made
family he was not aware of. Is Anchal
the outsider in this love triangle? Lily
in Lonavala’ is the story of a girl who
goes to Lonavala for a batch reunion,
but in reality, to settle scores with
someone for a crime committed years
ago.

‘Flying High’ is the story of a
flight which is inordinately delayed
because a woman, after boarding
the aircraft, insists on leaving it for
personal reasons. This entails fur-
ther delay and the passengers’ grum-
ble. But what were her compulsion
to return home? And what happens
when she returns?'The Killer Pages’ is
the story of a bestselling author who
has a writer’s block and is unable to
meet the publisher’s deadline. How
she manages to overcome the writer’s
block forms the crux of the story. ‘To
the Manor Born’ is the story of Swati
whose life takes a drastic turn, when
Sanjoy, her neighbour, who she sus-
pects of being a psychopath, returns
to her life.’Honest Eyes’ is the story
of Anuradha who is accused of mur-
dering her husband’s boss. She has
means, motive and opportunity. She
protests that she is innocent, but is
she?

CONT. ON PAGE 6
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he mornings of Saturday used
I to be vivid and brilliant, in
spite of those artistic puffs,
unimaginable columns of vapor
drifting across the vast blue. Those
frilled and unfilled minarets would
appear as majestic cushions of
euphoria, dissolving human wishes,
reforming and refining them to the
extent of reality, surpassing experi-
ence yet encouraging innocence. Sat-
urday was, in every way, a complete
package of merriment. After school
hours, one would roam across the
farthest ends of the majestic blue;
there was always something to cher-
ish, a call from trees, birds, and the
city’s cacophony. The thrill of Satur-
day liberated me from the boredom
of the week’s hectic classwork.

Nanihal was the only option
left to lift the trough-like agony of
the week, like a smile on the face,
a song on the lips, and entertain-
ment ahead. Mother would cleverly
encash this enthusiasm by making
me complete the remaining home-
work. She knew how to make me
obey directions that I would other-
wise easily ignore. Under the dis-
guise of an awaited happy-go-lucky
situation, I would finish all my pend-
ing work, flawless and neat, for any
loophole meant disapproval.

Many a time, my instincts would
rise in a fold, like a monstrous
cloud ready to swallow the radiant
sun of my glee. Yet the only strong
yearning that gratified my impa-
tience was the serene face of my
granny, marked with a few wrin-
kles of experience. Her snow-white
braid appeared enticing to one and
all. The silver-tasseled earrings,
the crested hood beneath the long
black veil covering her head, shoul-
ders, and chest, gave her a fairy-like
appearance. The needlework of that
shawl-like veil offered ample scope
to wander into reverie, revealing
a mystic tale. Her head resembled
a raven’s nest, nursing birds, with
a few branches occupied by crows;
those noisy creatures would sing
and chant at dusk.

The song of dusk would pull my
innocent heart out of the hollow of
my ribs. Those crimson rays amid
the cawing of crows signified mourn-
ing—to me, for reasons best known

From Granny to
Grave: Remembering
Is Pain for Those who

Remember

Mushtaque B Barq

to my fancies. The occasional bark-
ing of dogs in the backyard of my
Nanihal at Shorgari Mohalla, Nawa-
bazar, added to my innocent grief. To
me, everyone seemed to be talking,
lamenting, howling, and narrating
tales of affliction, and as always, I
failed to get a word in edgewise.
Background mysteries and my
granny’s comforting lap would
never coincide. The horrible bark-
ing of dogs, the fading daylight, and
the tussle in my mind shattered the
glass windows of my fancy. What
would be the story—the fate of the
protagonist—my granny would
introduce? I imagined all possible
endings, yet she always surprised
me. Innovative and creative, she

was cautious enough never to mix
one tale with another. She added
scenes with such mastery that one
could never escape her web. Many
a time, she would change the names
of her characters just to peek into
my mind and test my concentration
and memory.

Often, I would laugh and hang
my head in protest, but she would
pull me closer. She had a habit, one
Inever quite understood, of disturb-
ing my hair, which I had carefully
arranged after spending a good deal
of time before the mirror, the little
companion of my private room. She
was fond of my foolish questions,
my little mischievous pursuits, my
curious chases, and above all, my

eagerness to know more. To me, she
was an open encyclopedia of imagi-
nation; she could create a story out
of nothingness. And when she wept,
the pathos of her plot melted any
heart, certainly mine, and I would
shed silent tears on her lap.

At Nanihal, life meant “king-
size” demands finding response,
masti unlimited. For some unknown
reason, my granny would weave
figures like Dastageer Sahab, Sul-
tan-ul-Arifeen, Nund Rishi, and
Ameer-i-Kabir into her stories. The
music of Lal Vakhs and Sheikh
Shruks still reverberates in my ears.
She used to sing:

Laten Huend Maaz Laaryom
Wattan'

'Akey Haew Nam Aki Chie
Waeth'

'Yim Yeh Bozen Tim Koneh
Matten'

'Laleh Booz Shattan
Kath'

The words were foreign to me
at that time, but now I realize that
my granny was high-minded. At the
west-end window, where she often
sat, I would notice her singing this
shruk of Sheikh-ul-Alam:

Kunerai Bozakh Kuneh No
Rozakh

Am Kunran Kota Dut Jalaaw

Aqal Ti Fikr Tor Kot Sozakh

Kaem Maleh Cheith Huk Sund
Deryaaw

With her love for saints, I was
fortunate to visit every shrine and
mausoleum with her. From Maghrib
to Isha, she would lock herself in a
small room on the second floor, and
no one would dare to knock—except
me. Ah, she was fond of me, and I
would often encash her affection
by disturbing her meditation, for
she was the dearest to me at Nani-
hal, and I constantly demanded her
presence. One amazing fact, which
remains a mystery to me even today,
is that she had no formal schooling,
as she often told me. Yet she would
move her frail index finger over the
holy verses of the Qur’an and weep
bitterly, as if she were a master of
Arabic. I would wash her face with
my little hands, and she would
shower me with endless kisses.

May God bless her soul. I miss her
desperately.

Kuniy

CONT. FROM PAGE 5

‘Imprints’ is the story of a man
who decides to divorce his wife and
waits at home for his beloved to
arrive, but she does not come. Six
months later, her body is discovered
by the river. Who was responsible?
Was it a random stranger or was it
someone closer to home?

‘Death by chocolate’ is the story of
aman who died while he was having
dinner in his own restaurant along
with his business associates. The
case could not be solved. Years later,
his son, now a police officer, has an
epiphany. As he closes on to the cul-
prit, he does not wait for law to take
its course. Instead, he decides to take
law into his own hands.

In this volume of stories, the emi-
nent fiction writer cum Retd. IAS
officer (1979 Batch) continues her
literary journey, offering readers a
meditation on endings, identity, and

the quiet power of resilience. In this
collection, Mrs. Vandana combines
the discipline of her bureaucratic
background with the emotional depth
of a seasoned storyteller. The result
is a narrative that feels both precise
and profoundly humane — a tapestry
woven with the threads of memory,
regret, and grace. Every story lingers
long after it ends exactly in the way
Tagore defined a short story.
Vandana ji already authored two
novels The Dance of Death and Clue-
less, four short story collections The
Incubation Chamber, The Future is
Mine, One Rotten Apple and Other
Stories and Over the Edge. What
makes the stories in the book stand
out is the refusal to hurry. In an age
of fiction dominated by pace and
spectacle, Jena trusts her readers
to linger, to observe, to reflect. The
stories move like life itself — mea-
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sured, uneven, unpredictable. The
pace allows for introspection, not
only by the characters but by the
reader. There is a certain courage in
that — to write slowly in a fast world,
to trust that truth unfolds best in qui-
etness.

Mrs Jena’s prose is remarkably
clear, almost meditative in rhythm.
She writes without ornamentation,
relying instead on precision and
observation. Her language carries
the restraint of experience — there
is no need to prove, only to reveal.
Her ability to combine simplicity
with a subtext of mysterious sub-
stance gives Swansong its emotional
resonance. Every scene feels lived,
every line believable. She does not
chase dramatic effect; instead, she
allows empathy to do the work of art.
Mrs. Jena’s stories do not romanti-
cize aging or failure; instead, they

present the narratives as integral
to wisdom. In doing so, Jena gives
voice to a demographic often ignored
in modern fiction — we all in the later
stages of life, still capable of change,
reflection, and grace.

LiFi Publications had done a
wonderful job. Gitanjali Chatterjee
edited the book with meticulous care.
Ramesh Mittal and Rakesh Sharma
deserve thanks for publishing the
book. The New Year 2026 for Vandana
Kumari Jena begins with another
new literary journey.

(International Tagore Awardee
multilingual writer and poet Dr. Ratan
Bhattacharjee is a former Affiliate
Faculty of Virginia Commonwealth
University and himself an author of
Twilight of Love and Six Feet Dis-
tance. He can be reached at profra-
tanbhattacharjee@gmail.com)
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evisiting Agha Hashar Kashmiri
An Indian Vision of Theatre

"In the traditional Indian theatre, the stage is a canvas, and the actor is the

brush that paints the human condition" Habib Tanvir”

Dr. Mohiudin Zore Kashmiri

hen we speak of Agha
Hashar Kashmiri (1879-
1935), we encounter a lit-

erary and theatrical personality
of extraordinary depth, range, and
influence. There is indeed much to
say about such a towering creative
and theoretical figure. To begin
with, it is worth emphasizing that
the Indian subcontinent has pro-
duced only two dramatists of truly
world stature: Kalidasa of the Gupta
Empire and Agha Hashar Kashmiri
of the colonial period. It is a matter of
immense pride that both these great
figures trace their ancestral lineage
to Kashmir, a land long celebrated
for its intellectual and cultural fer-
tility.

Agha Hashar Kashmiri was a
personality who received recogni-
tion and admiration during his own
lifetime, much like William Shake-
speare, T.S. Eliot, or George Ber-
nard Shaw in their respective cul-
tural contexts. Unfortunately, after
his death and particularly in the
post-independence period, he did not
receive the level of sustained critical

attention and scholarly engagement
that his stature deserves. Research-
ers and critics largely neglected him,
despite his foundational role in shap-
ing modern Indian theatre.

He was born in the temple city of
Banaras (Varanasi), worked exten-
sively in Bombay (Mumbai) and
other parts of India, and was even-
tually laid to rest in Miani Sahib,
Lahore, during the colonial era.
Ironically, neither India nor Paki-
stan has adequately commemorat-
ed him through major institutions,
academies, or memorials bearing his
name, despite his immense contribu-
tion to the shared cultural heritage
of the subcontinent.

Agha Hashar Kashmiri was a
highly learned individual, well-
versed in English, Persian, Sanskrit,
and several regional languages. How-
ever, for his theatrical works he con-
sciously adopted Hindustani, a lan-
guage that bridges Hindi and Urdu,
making his plays accessible to a wide
and diverse audience. Because of this
linguistic and cultural synthesis, he
is rightfully claimed as both a Hindi
and Urdu writer, much like Munshi
Premchand, Chakbast, Upendranath
Ashk, Dushyant Kumar, and other
bilingual literary figures.

In Urdu scholarship, several crit-
ics and researchers, such as Wagar
Azeem, Ibrahim Yusuf, Anjuman
Ara, Mohammad Shafi, Shameem
Malik, A. B. Ashraf, Manzar Sahib,
Anees Azmi, and others have con-
tributed valuable studies on Agha
Hashar Kashmiri. The Delhi Urdu
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Academy published a collection of
seminar papers titled Agha Hashar
Kashmiri: Ahad aur Adab in 2005.
On the occasion of his 70th death
anniversary, a significant com-
memorative event was organized in
Karachi by the National Academy of
Performing Arts (NAPA), Pakistan.
Furthermore, his descendants Agha
Jameel Kashmiri and Agha Nihal
Kashmiri in collaboration with Pro-
fessor Yaqoob Yawar, compiled his
complete works in eight volumes,
published by NCPUL, New Delhi.

While these efforts are commend-
able, they are only a beginning.
Much more remains to be done.
There is a pressing need for sus-
tained and collaborative research,
particularly by Urdu and Hindi
scholars working together, under
a broader framework that situates
Agha Hashar Kashmiri within the
tradition of Indian theatre. His work
must be studied not in isolation, but
as a vital component of India’s cul-
tural and dramatic history.

At his core, Agha Hashar Kash-
miri was a profoundly Indian writer
in his themes, sensibilities, and
creative vision. He wrote numer-
ous plays, poetic works, and other
literary texts. His famous play Sita
Banbas is based on the great Indian
epic Ramayana, demonstrating his
deep engagement with indigenous
cultural and mythological sourc-
es. At the same time, he skillfully
adapted several Shakespearean
plays, founding a Shakespearean
theatrical company, which earned

him the popular title of the “Indian
Shakespeare.” However, as rightly
emphasized by Professor Gopi Chand
Narang, Agha Hashar Kashmiri
must be studied through an Indian
critical lens, rather than merely as
a derivative of Western dramatic
traditions.

The period in which Agha Hashar
Kashmiri flourished is often regard-
ed as the golden age of Indian the-
atre. He was closely associated with
the Madan Theatre Company and
later established his own theatrical
companies. When cinema began to
spread and posed a serious challenge
to traditional theatre, Agha Hashar
Kashmiri successfully adapted to
the new medium and joined the film
industry. In his time, he was noth-
ing less than a cultural superstar,
enjoying popularity and influence
comparable to later cinematic icons
such as Dilip Kumar, Raj Kapoor,
Amitabh Bachchan, and Shah Rukh
Khan.

In conclusion, Agha Hashar Kash-
miri remains a foundational figure
in the history of Indian theatre and
modern dramatic literature. His
legacy demands renewed attention,
cross-linguistic scholarship, and
institutional recognition so that his
contributions can be properly under-
stood, preserved, and celebrated by
future generations.

Dr Mohiudin Zore Kashmiri is

Associate Professor of Urdu in the

Dept. of higher education J&K Govt.
he can be mailed: drzoreurdu@gmail.
com, 9149773980.
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our in the afternoon tended
Fto be the hottest hour of the

day. Three US Marines sat in
a hidden bunker in the desert. They
have spent the last seven years
developing citizen control technol-
ogy. Most of the sponsored ideas
were rejected. They required more
transparency and that is not what
the defense department wanted. The
Pentagon made suggestions to the
marines. They were the only three
aware of the project’s goal.

It was called “Operation Desti-
ny” because it was thought to be the
future of the country.

Robert, Dan, and Grady drew up
ideas, created small machines that
could be planted in the wrists of cit-
izens, and reworked ideas that were
too elaborate. They came close to
a conclusion but it would require
citizens to volunteer. The project
intended to be sneakier.

They decided on a short two
month break.

Grady went back to his family
in northern California. He enjoyed
family time. His wife was exception-
ally beautiful and he had two young
boys. He took his children to the sea
several times during the year. His
wife hugged him tightly when he
walked in the door.

“I’ve missed you, and so have the
boys!” She beamed.

“Well, hon, when the country
calls I must answer. But I'm glad to
be home.”

She slowly stepped back from
him. “I have some special dinner
for you. How long are you going to
be home?”

“Two months.” His jaw tensed
slightly and he scratched his face.
“I’'m curious about this surprise
dinner.”

“It’s your favorite. Tomato pesto
with basil noodles. I cooked it slow.”

“Thank you, Darlene.”

“Wait until the children get home
from class. They will be excited!”

She turned to the kitchen and
exclaimed, “Better check the pot!”

Grady looked in the hallway
mirror. He reflected on how time
had aged him slightly. His face was
mildly red from the desert heat.

“Darlene?”

“Yes, Grady?”

“Nevermind.”

His wife frequently expressed
curiosity about his work. He was for-
bidden to share details with anyone.
Highly classified. He loved her so
much he often wanted to come clean
completely. He thought it would
impress her somehow. He always
caught himself when the temptation
to speak came over him.

LOVESPEAK

Suddenly the front door opened
and Grady could hear chuckles. It
was his little boys. Their noise dis-
tracted him from his inner dialogue.

“Daddy!” His two sons cried
simultaneously.

“I miss you two,” Grady said.
“How are your grades?”

“Good dad,” said Weston.

“How good, Weston?”

“Average good.”

“You can do better. You aren’t
average. You are a marine’s son!”

“I beat him in my math scores,”
Preston bragged.

“Great! Competition never hurts.
Get your scores up, Weston.”

“Sure, dad.”

“Dinner’s ready,” Darlene called.

“Let’s get some chow,” Grady
teased his sons.

At the table, Preston was the first
to ask about the beach.

“Since dad’s home, when do we go
to the beach?”

“It’s up to him,” Darlene said.

“We can go tomorrow. I’d like to
rest tonight.”

“Sounds good dad,” both boys
chirped.

The next morning was a Satur-
day. Preston woke Weston and they
snuck into their parents’ room as
if it were Christmas Day. They
wanted to make just enough noise to
wake them. Preston tried coughing.
Weston made buzzing noises with
his model plane. They couldn’t wake
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their parents. Preston suddenly had
an idea.

He whispered to Weston, “Let’s
jump on their bed and laugh!”

“Yes,” Weston said with a laugh.

“OK, one, two, and three!” The
two young boys landed in between
their parents. Weston laughed the
loudest.

Grady was the first to catch on to
their game.

“Boys, what have I told you...” he
started. The boys shouted suddenly,
“The beach!”

Darlene woke and smiled. She
stroked Weston’s head of hair.

“Yes, the beach,” Darlene said.
“Let’s get up, Grady.”

“If the boys want it, I will give it to
them. I haven’t seen them in a long
time.”

“Boys, get off the bed. Let dad and
me get ready.”

The two tykes hopped off the bed
and onto the floor with a resounding
boom. Preston giggled.

After the family showered and
dressed, they packed into the car
with their beach gear. California’s
waters are a beautiful, calm blue.
The waters are even mildly warm.
The boys loved to swim and throw
sand at each other. Sometimes they
built sandcastles.

When they arrived, Preston stuck
his tongue out at his dad. Grady
laughed and winked. Then he pulled
out floatation devices for both Kkids.

“Preston, give these to Weston
please.”

“OK, dad.”

Preston passed the toys to Weston
to Grady’s pleasure.

The family moved toward the sea
and put down the chairs and blan-
kets. Grady sat the Styrofoam cooler
into the sand. He lifted the lid and
pulled out a cola.

“I miss this,” he said to Darlene.

“Iknow you do. You never tell me
what is taking so long. Why do they
need to keep you?”

“Darlene, this is top secret. I
mean, no other project at this level
can be revealed. I wish I could tell
you. I really shouldn’t even talk
about it.”

Darlene frowned. She looked at
the ground. Then she pulled a bottle
of water from the cooler.

“Look at those dolphins, Grady!”
Darlene’s voice suddenly reached a
higher pitch.

“They are majestic.” Grady saw a
small boat where the dolphins were
swimming. He tightened his glance.

What he saw changed the direc-
tion of Operation Destiny.

After the two month hiatus from
the experiments, Grady returned
with the best idea to construct the
technology they required for the
project. “If dolphins respond to
sonar radar, perhaps we can use it to

CONT. ON PAGE 9
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THE PERFECT FACADE

Taghrid Bou Merhi

ily sat on her bed in a small
Lroom, lit only by the glow of

her phone screen. Every day
after school, she scrolled through
her social media accounts, search-
ing for something to make her feel
connected or entertained. But most
of the time, she closed the app with
a strange feeling—a mix of envy and
sadness.

"Why does everyone else’s life
seem perfect?" she whispered to her-
self, staring at her friends’ photos—
parties, new friends, laughter, as if
life were effortless.

At school, Lily was quiet, not very
talkative, trying to fit in but always
feeling a step behind. No one seemed
to notice the anxiety she carried,
except her best friend, Mia.

"Lily, why do you seem so distant
today?" Mia asked one afternoon,
placing her hand gently on Lily’s
shoulder.

"Nothing... just tired of all these
perfect pictures online," Lily replied,
attempting a smile, though it didn’t
reach her eyes.

"You know, that’s not real. Every-
thing online is exaggerated. Nobody
lives like that," Mia said firmly,
trying to comfort her friend.

But the words weren’t enough.
Lily felt a hollow space inside her
that neither pictures, comments, nor
funny videos could fill.

At home, after a long day, she sat
with her notebook and began writ-
ing. She didn’t intend to share it—

she wrote only for herself.

"Why do I always feel inade-
quate? Why can’t I stop comparing
myself?" she wrote in black ink on
white paper.

At school, her English teacher,
Ms. Carter, noticed a change in
Lily’s behavior. She was more with-
drawn, less participative, often star-
ing at the floor. One day, after class,
Ms. Carter called her over.

"Lily, is everything okay? You
seem worried lately," Ms. Carter
asked kindly.

Lily hesitated, but the trust she
felt toward her teacher gave her
courage to speak.

"Sometimes I feel lonely, like I
can’t keep up with everyone. Every-
thing online seems better than my
life."

Ms. Carter smiled and sat beside
her at the desk. "You are not alone.
Many students feel this way. Com-
paring yourself constantly makes
us forget that we live our lives in
our own way."

Lily felt a small weight lift from
her chest. The teacher suggested
joining the school book club or art
groups to meet people with shared

T will no longer hide
pehind @ Pufe,ct ﬁacnde.
T will live, make
mistakes, learn,
and be myselﬁ,

interests, away from the pressures
of the digital world.

In the following days, Lily start-
ed attending the book club after
school. At first, she sat quietly, lis-
tening more than speaking. But she
noticed something important: other
students felt the same way, even if
they didn’t show it on social media.
Club meetings were filled with dis-
cussions about stories and novels.
Sometimes, students shared person-
al experiences. One day, a student
read a poem about feeling lonely
despite having friends—a sentiment
that mirrored Lily’s own. She real-
ized she wasn’t alone, and that these
feelings were normal, not a sign of
weakness.Over the weeks, Lily
began posting short pieces on her
private blog, expressing her feelings
and experiences honestly, far from
the “perfect” images online. She was
surprised by the response: messag-
es of support, encouragement, and
thanks for her honesty. This experi-
ence changed something in her. She
started feeling empowered: empow-
ered to acknowledge her emotions,
to speak about her struggles, and to
be true to herself—not to the perfect

image others projected online.One
afternoon, Lily sat with Mia on her
friend’s couch after school, talking
about daily challenges.

"You know, I don’t feel the same
pressure I used to. I think I'm finally
starting to live my life for me, not for
what I see online," Lily said with a
genuine smile.

Mia smiled back. "I'm glad.
I always knew you were strong
enough to get through this."

Lily learned an important lesson:
social media could be fun and useful,
but it doesn’t always reflect reali-
ty. Constant comparison poisons
the mind and heart. True strength
comes from self-acceptance, seeking
genuine support, and sharing feel-
ings with those you trust.

By the end of the school year, Lily
feltremarkable personal growth. She
no longer sought likes or comments
to measure herself. She focused on
what she felt, what she loved, and
what gave her life meaning.

On the last day of school, Lily
stood at her desk and wrote in her
notebook:

"T will no longer hide behind a
perfect facade. I will live, make mis-
takes, learn, and be myself."

It was a new beginning: a start
to real life, away from digital pres-
sures, with a deeper understand-
ing of her worth—to herself and to
others.

(Taghrid Bou Merhi is the emi-

nent Lebanese -Brazilian Poet and
Translator She is a faculty of Law
and Political Science and studied at
Lebanese University.She is a global-
ly acknowledged Editor and a multi
awardee writer with a broad outlook
on World peace and Human unity.
Her writings focus social realities of
life and she is a supportive Editor for
new and old writers on the interna-
tional level. She publishes countless
Collaborative works.)
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lull people. Get their hearts in sync
with each other.”

“This is a breakthrough,” Dan
said. “It seems the tip off.”

“Yes,” Robert barked. “Where did
this idea come from?”

“Nevermind,” Grady said. “Let’s
just start work on it.”

“The sooner we can test it, the
faster we can put it to use and see
how it does,” Robert said.

“Sonar to lull the populace,” Dan
mused. “Imagine if this works. What
will come of it?”

“Trust the government—for once
they may be on to something,” Grady
said. “People will never voluntary
cooperate. We will never live in an
age where people are kind to one
another without some kind of inter-
vening agency.” Grady spoke harsh-
ly of his fellow man.

After six months of experiment-
ing with sonar equipment on small
towns, the marines were able to
create a sonar pulse that synched
with heartbeats. Now humanity

could see “all heartbeats beat as
one.”

In addition to synched heartbeats,
the marines created a way to alter
the flow of the sonar so they could
change the natural heart rhythm. In
excitement, Grady jotted down some
ideas concerning where to put the
radar and how the technology would
change people.

The goal was to sync heartbeats so
they could be altered all at once. The
new rhythm would be permanent.
With all hearts similarly paced, the
resolve to aggression would disap-
pear. The nature of brotherhood
would change altogether. The new
sonar equipment would radically
shift human relations.

Once the implementation was
complete, people spoke the same
language. It wasn’t one of the world
languages—it was called “pillow-
talk.” It was loving, good natured,
kind, and full of compassion. Things
had to be stated a certain way. Inter-
nal mechanisms grew in people that
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prevented them from growing indi-
vidual communication abilities.
All language was symbolic—like a
dream. However, everyone reacted
to the same symbols the same way.
This was a universal language and
it was incapable of communicating
hate or anger.

People walked the streets in a
stupor and stopped talking as much
since they knew what would be said.
Life came to a near standstill.

The government schemed at the
opportunity.

A Congressman stated, “We have
before us a moment to manipulate
minds and control behavior unlike
ever before.”

Congress applauded him. They
immediately set out to use the tech-
nology to tyrannize people’s wills
and actions. The first thing they did
was create couples. These couples
didn’t love each other—they were
will-less. Love no longer existed.
Absolute peace and boredom over-
took everyone.

Government officials decided to
use the technology to shift people’s
thoughts and ideas. They made
suggestions through the radar and
people took up the beliefs pawned
on them. Unique thought ceased and
individuality was already sacrificed.

Since individuals no longer had
a will, they were easily persuaded
by outside influence. The CIA kid-
napped groups of people and per-
formed sensory deprivation exper-
iments on them. The experiments
revealed that people are highly
impressionable when they lack stim-
ulation. The government employed
efforts to make everyone sleep for
several days. When they woke up,
they would be blank slates.

(Dustin Pickering who hails from
Decatur Georgia and at present lives
in Houstan Texas is a Writer, Editor,
and Co-founder at World Inkers
Network and Owner at Transcen-
dent Zero Press . He is Internation-
ally published and anchor at World
Inkers Network)
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do not want pity or freebies from

anyone, I want others to under-
stand my pain physically and emo-
tionally.

So here I begin as with most women
in Kashmir, I do not smoke or drink,
so nothing special about it. I loved my
studies, so I studied hard. I got admis-
sion in MSc and subsequently com-
pleted my PhD from Kashmir univer-
sity. I also qualified an examination
conducted by the public service com-
mission and got employed in Kashmir
first in the private sector then in the
government sector.

Before getting a government job ,
getting good matches for my marriage
was a tedious job for my parents. But
as soon as I got a government job,
good proposals started coming in
huge numbers. Finally I got married
, and have two children but through
cesarean section. I was happy and sat-
isfied. During the time of my cesarean
surgery there was no debate on wheth-
er sometimes cesarean surgeries are
unnecessary and are done for commer-
cial purposes only.

Evidence linking C-section directly
to increased maternal cancer risk is
limited and inconsistent:

Breast Cancer: Systematic reviews
and meta-analyses (including recent
2025 publications) show mixed or null
results. Some studies suggest a possi-
ble indirect link through metabolic
changes or obesity post-C-section, but
no strong, consistent evidence sup-
ports a direct causal increase in breast
cancer risk from the procedure itself.

Ovarian, Endometrial, or Other
Gynecological Cancers: No robust data
indicates a significant elevated risk
tied to C-section.

Colorectal Cancer (in Offspring,
Not Mother): One 2023 study found
that females born by C-section had
higher odds of early-onset colorec-
tal cancer (diagnosed before age 50),
potentially linked to early gut dysbi-
osis, but this was not seen overall or
in males. C-sections do not appear to
substantially raise the mother's long-
term cancer risk based on current
evidence. Rest should be discussed by
researchers and other stake holders .

And yes, the birth of a girl child
back in 2009 was not something to be
celebrated and rejoiced in Kashmir. I
am mentioning KASHMIR here again
and again as I have not lived in other
places, so better not to generalize my
personal experience. Anyway, still I
was satisfied with the family I had and
understood that no one lives a perfect
life.

My troubles started in 2013, when
I was diagnosed with Diabetes and
Hypertension. But then again I con-
soled myself by saying everybody
takes medicine for some ailment,
hardly anyone is healthy nowadays.
My blood sugar levels and hyperten-

Iwould like to clearly mention I

LETTER FROMA
FEMALE CANCER
SURVIVOR

sion were in good control .

In 2015 I started to have severe pain
in my right side, so visiting doctors of
almost all specialties became routine
for me. I visited all from Gynecologists
to Surgeons to Endocrinologists. All
investigations were normal including
CT scan and MRI. While the pain con-
tinued, which was sometimes masked
by my own hectic working schedule
at the office and at home, in 2018 I was
diagnosed with “Frozen Shoulder” by
an orthopedic surgeon in a private
hospital.

So medicine , physiotherapy
became the new norm. I sought a
second opinion from many orthope-
dics and they also said that yes it's
“Frozen shoulder”.

In 2019 I got the shock of my life
when my investigations showed I had
OVARIAN

CANCER - Stage 1.

Unfortunately most doctors are
not trained to narrate such tremulous
news to a patient, in Kashmir rates
of all types of cancers have increased
, but training of doctors in breaking
this news remains primitive. Inves-
tigations given in hand, asked to do
various tests, and come back. Even in
2025 many confirmatory tests are sent
outside JK, and a patient has to wait
from day to month. Many patients will
not survive this waiting period with-
out doctors empathy or even if they
survive they come out psychologically
bruised. After one month, tests con-
firmed what doctors and I had feared.
So the next stop in my journey begins
with Chemotherapy at a government
hospital. For 2 months I underwent

chemotherapy while my children
were studying, how they passed their
exams with distinction only they or
God knows. During my visits to the
government hospital for chemothera-
py, waiting in queues became painful
for me, so on the friendly suggestion
of a surgeon working there I under-
went surgery at a private hospital
where the surgeon works on a part
time basis. I was admitted there and
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surgery was completed and I was dis-
charged after 20 days. So I thought
okay no issues now I will live a happy
life, if not healthy.

I was disappointed when the
Principal of the college I worked at
sanctioned Casual leave for 3 months
instead of medical leave for Cancer.
So I thought that is still negligible as
long as I am healthy. Now a slightly
different topic , it’s a fact most mar-
ried women face domestic violence
and so here also nothing to talk about.
Women do face emotional and phys-
ical abuse, why? Maybe some men
here also are stressed and do not seek
help and some of them end up showing
their anger on their wives. I cannot
say all men do, but I can say many do.

In 2022 I suspected that I was suffer-
ing from some never ending infection
and visited my surgeon. The esteemed
surgeon said mesh implanted during
ovarian surgery was damaged[ no
reason given] and I just needed a few
antiseptic dressings to stop the infec-
tion. What can ordinary patients like
me do? Oblige, but these dressings
became regular. I visited the private
hospital 20 to 25 times and finally after
a few months the surgeon said MESH
needs to be replaced. So I underwent
another surgery, remained in that pri-
vate hospital for 15 days.

2023, 2024 I was thinking finally my
health is improving.

In January of 2025 I noticed swell-
ing in my breast, many gynecologists
said it was nothing serious and I was
exaggerating . Some even ridiculed
me attending breast cancer awareness
seminars. They said that they deal
with such cases on a daily basis and
my thoughts were obsessional. Finally
in March they said that for my satis-
faction I can do a few investigations
which according to them will nullify
my fears. Again 2025 I had another
round of chemotherapy , surgery as
I was diagnosed with Breast cancer
stage 1. As usual some confirmatory
tests had to be sent outside JK. So I
visited a government hospital again,

but this time in 2025 queues were
even longer , so I was told to wait.
This shows how rates of even breast
cancer have increased in Kashmir,
although like most mothers I breast
fed my children.

SoIvisited a private chemotherapy
centre not far away from the hospital,
where during installing a “chemo port
“for my chemotherapy, my right hand
was damaged and even in December
2025 I needed physiotherapy. To end
my narration I am quick forwarding-
went for breast removal surgery at the
same private hospital where surgery
of my ovary was performed . After 2
days of remaining in hospital after my
surgery I was discharged. And now I
am undergoing radiotherapy at a gov-
ernment hospital as radiotherapy is
not performed in the private sector.

You can rightly say I feel bitter, but
my case I have referred to God that is
why I avoiding mentioning name of
doctors or hospitals. Who knows from
the beginning when the cesarean sec-
tion was performed to my radiothera-
py now - doctors are doing their best
? I just wanted to create awareness .
Imagine how distressed one feels after
a simple tooth extraction or dental fill-
ing, think of us -cancer survivors and
our chemotherapy and endless proce-
dures. Kindly do not pity cancer sur-
vivors like me, we do not need that, we
need acknowledgement and validation
of our traumas. Trauma does not just
live in memory.

It lives in the body, in perception,
in how safe the world feels.

P.S- I tried best to not dilute words
of survivor, but any clarification the
survivor has given permission to me
to be contacted for any queries includ-
ing if someone wants to do something
so that in future cancer patients do not
face any such issues.

Lastly I hope that all readers have
read about traumatic invalidation

For many trauma survivors, the
true ongoing pain stems not from the
original event itself, but from what
follows: the dismissal, minimization,
or debate of their fear and harm.

When such experiences are inval-
idated, the nervous system registers
that even voicing or naming the
harm feels dangerous and unsafe.
This process is known as traumatic
invalidation, which intensifies exist-
ing wounds and conditions people
to doubt their own perceptions and
reality rather than trust them.True
safety cannot be rebuilt through log-
ical arguments, explanations, or per-
suasion. Instead, it is restored through
validation—by genuinely listening,
believing the person's experience, and
upholding their dignity. When some-
one expresses feeling unsafe, the most
healing response is to pause rather
than rush to explain or defend; simply
being present carries far greater
weight than trying to convince them
otherwise.In essence, the piece empha-
sizes that emotional safety in relation-
ships depends on empathetic presence
and belief, not intellectual debate, as
the nervous system prioritizes felt
security over reasoned reassurance.
This message aligns closely with
trauma psychology principles (e.g.,
polyvagal theory and invalidation's
role in retraumatization) and appears
in therapeutic, survivor advocacy,
and social media discussions around
harm acknowledgment.
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A Year of Visible Distinction: SKIMS
Between epubllc Day 2025and 2026

P

Akram Sidiqui

n a frost-bitten January morn-
Oing, amid ceremonial preci-

sion and subdued fanfare, the
administrative block of the Sher-i-
Kashmir Institute of Medical Scienc-
es (SKIMS), Soura, stood draped in
colour and intent. The campus, care-
fully prepared for the Republic Day
celebrations of 2026, reflected more
than festive readiness; it mirrored
an institution poised to account for a
year of work measured not in rheto-
ric, but in results.

The unfurling of the tricolour,
symbolic yet resonant, marked not
merely a national ritual but an insti-
tutional moment of reckoning.

By the time the flag rose on the 77th
Republic Day, SKIMS stood ready to
demonstrate what had transpired
between two ceremonial milestones.

Republic Day addresses often
brim with aspiration; what distin-
guishes institutions of consequence,
however, is what remains after the
speeches conclude, what enters the
everyday machinery of governance,
care delivery, and accountability.
Between the Republic Day addresses
of 2025 and 2026, SKIMS underwent a
steady, visible transformation, char-
acterised less by dramatic declara-
tions than by the disciplined trans-
lation of commitments into action.

In his 77th Republic Day address,
the Director, SKIMS reiterated his
vision of world-class patient care
and untiring research that would
leave durable marks on the sands
of time. Speaking in an affirmative
and assured tone, he emphasised
that the institute had not merely
preserved its growth trajectory but
has actively strengthened it. The
priorities articulated a year earlier,
enhancing clinical services, expand-
ing functional infrastructure, and
reinforcing academic and research
capacity, remained consistent, signal-
ling continuity rather than rhetorical
reinvention.

These achievements acquired
greater significance when viewed
against the backdrop of persistent
operational pressures inherent to a
high-volume tertiary care institu-
tion. Rising patient inflows, complex
referral patterns, and expanding
institutional responsibilities contin-
ued unabated. Yet, instead of diluting
focus, these pressures lent greater
urgency and clarity to the adminis-
trative agenda, reinforcing SKIMS’
role as the region’s principal health-
care anchor.

The intervening year was neither

quiet nor uncomplicated. Rather than
unveiling expansive new promises,
the administration concentrated on
narrowing the distance between
commitment and completion. This
deliberate emphasis on delivery lent
credibility to the 2026 address, which
functioned less as a projection of
ambition and more as a statement of
fulfilment.

A defining administrative devel-
opment during this period was the
resolution of long-pending staff pro-
gression matters. In a single, deci-
sive exercise, nearly 1,200 employees
across multiple cadres were granted
promotions, many after stagnation
extending over a decade and a half.
This move addressed a chronic insti-
tutional grievance, restored a sense
of procedural justice, and injected
renewed morale into the workforce.
In public healthcare institutions,
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where human capital remains the
most critical asset, such corrective
measures often yield dividends far
beyond their immediate administra-
tive scope.

Simultaneously, the adminis-
tration acted with urgency on one
of the key priorities articulated in
2025: the upgradation of infrastruc-
ture with a direct bearing on patient
care. Over the year, this commit-
ment materialised through targeted
capacity-building initiatives aimed
at improving service efficiency and
clinical throughput. Infrastructure
expansion was guided less by archi-
tectural ambition than by functional
necessity. Emphasis was placed on
strengthening facilities that support
diagnostics, therapeutic interven-
tions, and patient comfort.

Service areas were rationalised,
patient movement streamlined,

and infrastructural growth aligned
more closely with clinical demand.
These efforts were underpinned by
substantial investment, with medi-
cal machinery and equipment worth
approximately 90 crore procured
across departments. The emphasis
remained resolutely outcome-orient-
ed, improving diagnostic accuracy,
therapeutic reach, and procedur-
al efficiency rather than cosmetic
enhancement. The result was not a
dramatic overhaul, but a steady ele-
vation of operational standards.

Clinical continuity under strain
emerged as a defining feature of the
year. Despite mounting patient vol-
umes and the complexity typical of
tertiary referrals, SKIMS sustained
and, in several areas, strengthened its
service delivery. Maintaining quality
in a high-pressure healthcare ecosys-
tem often proves more challenging
than initiating reform. Yet, the insti-
tute demonstrated its capacity to
manage routine and complex cases
alike without compromising institu-
tional stability.

Incremental improvements in
coordination, responsiveness, and
inter-departmental communication
reinforced SKIMS’ standing as a
dependable referral centre. These
gains, while often subtle, accumulat-
ed into measurable strengthening of
public trust. It is in this context that
repeated affirmations of patient sat-
isfaction and institutional credibil-
ity appeared across print and social
media platforms, reflecting public
recognition of SKIMS’ role in regional
healthcare delivery.

Institutions of national standing
are judged not solely by the patients
they treat, but by the professionals
they train and the knowledge they
generate. Between 2025 and 2026,
SKIMS sustained its role as a major
academic and mentoring centre.
Continuing Medical Education
(CME) programmes, departmental
workshops, symposia, and inter-
disciplinary conferences formed a
steady undercurrent of professional
renewal.

Across the year, nearly every
major department contributed to
dozens of structured educational
engagements, reinforcing the prin-
ciple that tertiary care excellence
is inseparable from continuous
learning. These initiatives extended
beyond faculty to include residents,
nursing professionals, and paramed-
ical staff, while selected programmes
opened their doors to practitioners
from peripheral institutions.
Through this outward academic
engagement, SKIMS consolidated its
position as a regional knowledge hub
rather than a siloed service provider.

Parallel to academic consolidation,
SKIMS expanded its interface with
the public, a dimension increasingly
recognised as integral to institution-
al legitimacy. Multiple public health

CONT. ON PAGE 12
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awareness initiatives, patient edu-
cation programmes, and community
interactions were conducted over the
year, aligned with national health
observances and local epidemiologi-
cal priorities. Awareness campaigns
on non-communicable diseases,
maternal and child health, mental
health, organ donation, and preven-
tive care reinforced the institute’s
public health mandate.

Public interaction was not con-
fined to outreach alone. Structured
grievance redressal mechanisms,
patient facilitation desks, and sched-
uled interaction forums strengthened
two-way communication between
the institution and the community
it serves. This sustained engage-
ment enhanced transparency and
responsiveness, contributing to a
perceptible improvement in patient
confidence.

Innovation during this period
manifested not through grand proc-
lamations but through pragmatic
refinements at the point of care. Sev-
eral departments undertook inno-
vatory projects aimed at improving
workflow efficiency, patient safety,
and service coordination. These
ranged from protocol optimisation
in high-burden units to the introduc-
tion of digital tools for appointment
scheduling, reporting, and internal
communication.

While modest in scale, these ini-
tiatives produced tangible improve-
ments by reducing procedural
delays and improving predictability
in patient pathways. Innovation at
SKIMS was characterised by adap-
tation rather than disruption, solu-
tions shaped by institutional reali-
ties rather than imported templates,
ensuring sustainability and staff
ownership.

Patient-friendly measures formed
another critical strand of progress.
Recognising that tertiary care envi-
ronments can be intimidating, the
administration prioritised inter-
ventions that enhanced accessibili-
ty, dignity, and ease of navigation.
Improvements in signage, registra-
tion processes, waiting areas, and
patient guidance systems contributed
to amore humane care environment.
Special attention was paid to elderly
patients, persons with disabilities,
and attendants navigating complex
treatment regimens.

Staff shortages, a persistent struc-
tural constraint, continued to chal-
lenge service delivery. Acknowledg-
ing that infrastructure and technol-
ogy cannot function independently
of human resources, the adminis-
tration devoted sustained effort to
addressing this deficit. Long-pend-
ing posts were advertised through
the Services Selection Board after
prolonged engagement with regu-
latory channels. While recruitment
remains subject to procedural time-
lines, the formal initiation of this pro-
cess marked a decisive institutional
step, offering cautious optimism for
improved patient-to-staff ratios in the
medium term.

What unified these diverse efforts
was a discernible shift in institution-
al culture. The year between Republic
Day 2025 and 2026 reflected coordi-
nated engagement across clinical,
academic, administrative, and sup-

port staff, often described internally
as working “shoulder to shoulder.”
This collective ethos emerged as a
defining strength, reinforcing morale
and underscoring the collaborative
nature of healthcare delivery.

By Republic Day 2026, SKIMS had
consolidated its position within the
national healthcare landscape with
growing confidence. Progress across
clinical services, infrastructure, aca-
demic engagement, and governance
indicated convergence with bench-
marks represented by institutions
such as AIIMS and PGI Chandigarh.
This positioning was presented not
as a declaration of arrival, but as a

waypoint, acknowledging remaining
challenges while affirming measur-
able advancement.

Perhaps the most consequential
outcome of the year was the embed-
ding of accountability as an insti-
tutional norm. Commitments were
tracked, priorities clarified, and
outcomes reviewed within defined
timeframes. The 2026 Republic Day
address thus functioned less as cere-
mony and more as public accounting.

As SKIMS moves beyond its 77th
Republic Day, the challenge will be
to sustain momentum without com-
placency. The experience of the past
year demonstrates that institutional

transformation need not be abrupt to
be effective. Incremental, well-gov-
erned change, supported by invest-
ment, administrative continuity, and
collective effort, can yield durable
results.

In an era often marked by ambi-
tious announcements and delayed
execution, SKIMS’ journey between
two Republic Days serves as a
reminder that institutional trust is
built not by what is promised, but by
what is achieved.

As per Moulana Rumi:

“Try not to resist the changes that
come your way. Instead, let life live
through you.”
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She Learned to Hold the Sky

Sonika Kaur

She was not born knowing how to
stand.

She arrived like rain—

soft, uncertain, carried by forces
she could not yet name.

The world placed expectations in her
small hands

before she learned their weight.

“Be quiet.”

“Be kind.”

“Be careful.”

They said these things as if they were
blessings,

never warnings.

She learned early that life does not
ask permission.

It enters, rearranges, leaves ques-
tions behind.

Some days were gentle—

sunlight on her hair, laughter spill-
ing freely.

Other days arrived sharp,

cutting into her trust without apol-
ogy.

She fell the first time

not because she was weak

but because she believed balance was
something

others would give her.

She trusted easily.

Gave her heart like water—
clear, unquestioning, abundant.
When it was spilled,

she blamed herself for the cracks
instead of the careless hands.

Pain became her first teacher.

Percolate Rent Free

It taught her how silence can echo
louder than screams,

how disappointment settles into the
bones,

how loss reshapes time.

She learned that tears are not fail-
ures

but proof that something once mat-
tered deeply.

There were nights she curled into
herself,

small as a question mark,
wondering when life would stop test-
ing her,

wondering if strength was reserved
for people born louder, harder,
braver.

But somewhere between breaking
and breathing,
something shifted.

She noticed how dawn still arrived
even after the darkest nights.

How her chest kept rising,

steady, faithful,

even when her spirit felt tired.

She began to listen—

not to the noise around her,
but to the quiet voice inside
that whispered,

You are still here.

The second fall hurt differently.
Because this time, she saw it coming
and stepped forward anyway.

She chose love knowing it could
wound her.

Chose hope knowing it could disap-
point.

Chose herself even when it was
lonely.

This time, when she shattered,

she watched herself gather the
pieces.

Slowly.

Without shame.

Without apology.

Echoes of Stillness

She learned that healing is not a
straight road

but a spiral—

returning to the same wounds

with deeper understanding each
time.

She learned to say no

without explaining her survival.

To rest without guilt.

To walk away without rehearsing
forgiveness.

Her strength did not arrive loudly.
It came quietly—

in the way she stopped chasing
approval,

in the way she no longer begged to
be chosen,

in the way she began choosing her-
self

even when her hands trembled.

There were still days she doubted.
Still moments when old fears
knocked

like uninvited guests.

But now she knew—

fear does not disappear,

it learns its place.

She began to build a life
from the inside outward.
Not perfect.

Not untouched.

But honest.

She honored her scars

as maps rather than mistakes.
Each one marking a place

she had survived,

a version of herself

she had outgrown.

She stopped measuring her worth
by how much she could endure
and started asking

how gently she could live.

And then one day—

not suddenly,

not dramatically—

she realized something profound:

No one was coming to rescue her.
And she no longer needed them to.

She had become fluent

in her own needs,

her own boundaries,

her own dreams.

She trusted herself

the way she once trusted the world.

She stood differently now.
Rooted.

Aware.

Unafraid of falling

because she knew how to rise.

She did not conquer life—
she understood it.

Did not dominate pain—
she transformed it.

Did not escape her past—
she integrated it.

Mastery did not mean control.

It meant choice.

It meant knowing when to hold on
and when to let go.

When to fight.
When to rest.

When to forgive.
When to walk away.

She became the master of her life
the moment she stopped asking
who she was allowed to be.

She is still learning.
Still becoming.
Still human.

But now—

she walks forward

with her spine aligned to her truth,
her heart open but protected,

her eyes steady on her own horizon.
And if you listen closely,

you will hear her whisper

to the girl she once was:

You survived the storm.

Now, live.

and never returned. The stillness that
bowed her spine.
On the shore of the lough last night,

Rupa Rao

Darling~ I ain’t your cup of tea, nor coffee on the go,
not your dandy detox drink faking to heal your soul.
T ain’t your fancy teapot set, flaunted for guest VIPs,
nor an overpriced concoction with foam forming trees.
T ain’t your kettle’s whistle nor your granny’s herbal chai,
I’'m the weird brew life-in-funk concocts that defies try,
I’m soda sizzle that explodes, milkshake that won’t blend,
smoothie that tastes suspect but you sip it to very end.
I’'m an un-ordered drink destiny served you with glee,
spicy, fizzy, sparkly, wild—too unapologetically me.
Honey- I ain’t your cup nor pot, chill, don’t pity me,
I’'m entire beverage aisle living in your head rent free.
(Rupa Rao, an MBA and Law graduate, serves as an
administrator at Literary Warriors Group and Chief Coordina-
tor at the International Academy of Ethics. Her work appears
in global anthologies and magazines. A writer, editor, and
poetry host, she has authored, co-authored, curated multi-
ple books )

Imran Yousuf

While standing in the nook of your narrow
lane, gazing up at the sill of your window,
which never opened again; the day you
embraced festivity, I sought solitude, the
stillness, the stillness I carry in my chest
like a glacier of frost.

Looking at the icicles hanging from the
weathered roof of my elderly neighbor's
house, she who keeps an eternal vigil on
every passerby through the cracked panes
of her window, she embraced stillness on
the sill that day when her child left home
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I watched the water that refused to stir
an inch. I posed a thousand questions,
but received no replies. Until midnight, I
tried to unravel the enigma, yet it was the
lough that chose stillness, the stillness that
granted me the serenity I'd sought across
ages. My stillness, my solitude, has finally
encountered that calm.

In the falling snow, I pulled my car
to the roadside just to watch the flakes
whirl through the night. I lost myself the
moment one flake struck my windshield;
the clamor of the streets faded, and the
chill transformed into warmth. The flake
didn't shift, didn't melt; it chose stillness
on the glass. We both chose stillness after
severing ties with all that once bound us;
we chose solitude.

(Imran Yousuf is a poet, writer, col-

umnist, and translator from Kashmir. His
poems and translations have appeared in
leading literary magazines and interna-
tional anthologies, and he has co-authored
over 30 collections. He is well known for
his acclaimed series on Kashmir’s Sufi
poets, now being compiled into a book.)
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The Falling in a Sweetheart’s Love

DR. PERWAIZ SHAHARYAR

Dr. Perwaiz Shaharyar

So tough is to fall in a sweetheart’s love
Just fighting with eagles to survive a love
Because, eating a fruit by stealing tastes much
Offered fruit seems to be insipid as such
If there is no fear of being caught
No one will pinch a Lady of scout
Love needs daring and fool like a moor boy
A genius gentleman cannot fully enjoy
Aristocrats and snobs can praise a girl’s vanity
A rough-tough man can deeply appreciate the beauty
Love and lust have their different connotations
Love lasts, but lust loses instantly the compassions
Girls keep in your mind while love someone
Make sure your man loves only you and none
Lust is the first step to the actual love
If it is true it leads up to the divine love
God has created human beings not for worship
Angels are enough for worship, men are meant to love
Love your neighbour love your companion
Love yourself before you love your woman
If you don’t love yourself first
It is not your love but merely a lust
Keep in mind that a good mind is always good find
If there is doubt in your mind the deceits you will find
Dr Perwaiz Shaharyar is a distinguished multilingual
poet, critic and short story writer and consultant editor
NCERT, New Delhi, India

The Microbe's Shadow

Zulfigar Naqvi

How long will this lack of means and helplessness
remain?
Like biting snakes, these solitudes inflict their sting-
ing pain.
The streets and markets empty stand, and homes are
filled with grief,
Even the heavens turn away, from prayers seeking
relief.
They say a single tiny "germ" has brought the world
to stall,
Vain is every wisdom now, and useless watches all.
The hour of trial is upon us, let us pause and see,
How great have been our foolish slips, and our impi-
ety.
If peace of heart is what you seek, O! Zulfigar, then
mend,
Give up your acts of hurting souls, let disobedience
end.
(Zulfigar Naqvi is a prolific Urdu poet and former
announcer with All India Radio. He has served as the
Chief Editor of Insight Weekly and is the Founder-Presi-
dent of Muntaha-e-Fikr, an international literary organi-
sation. He is a retired Principal of the School Education
Department, Jammu & Kashmir.)

PEANUT UNCLE

Subhrasankar Das

Our strong legs
have gone lame
chasing after one grand, magnificent design..
From a faded, indeterminate sandy shore
our bad-ass Godman rushes
towards artificial light.
Our graceful charm is being handed over
to the peanut uncle
along with his affection and ornaments;
And
sitting in the cleft of
the mobile phone's chest,
a boy named 'Eternity’
keeps pulling the Kite string...
(Subhrasankar Das hails from Tripura. He
thrives as a bilingual poet, translator, editor, and
a committed educator. His poetry, lauded for
its delicate nuance, spontaneous flow, incisive
satire, rich symbolism, and concise brilliance,
captivates global audience. His literary works
grace anthologies, webzines, newspapers, and
books worldwide, with translations into Arabic,
Chinese, Serbian, and Russian, underscoring
their universal appeal and intellectual depth.)

Peacein Nature

N. Kkongor

There is a saying, when the heart is heavy and
your mind is crowded,
Go to nature, learn something from it.
Go to the rivers or stream watch how they flow
without hanging in to one place,
Did you learn something ?
Yes. I did
I’ve learnt that the river and streams flow for-
ward, never stop in any one place that stagnates
its purity, it assimilates in whatever comes
its way.
Then, go to mountain so high, you will learn
something.
I did and I learnt that mountains never lower
themselves for others , know their worth, they
might look peaceful calm, but you don’t some-
thing might stike when you least expected.
Then they told me, go to the forest. Watch the
trees the birds the surrounding around it .
I did as they say and what I have learnt is the
shade that the tree provides to all living beings,
the air to breathe in, then the birds that sang so
sweet like a feeling of happiness without wor-
ries for tomorrow, then the wild flowers that
bloom fragrance of which reaches my nose...
without care with nutrients just absorbed what
nature provides.
I went home with many things on my minds...
but why I didn’t think all these for a single
moment when I am in nature.
I make up my mind..the world of choas is cre-
ated by human mind and never by the environ-
ment. Nature chooses to heal as we forgive a
person for doing any wrong .
(N. Kkongor hails from Shillong, Meghalaya.
A florist by profession with a background in law,
poetry holds a special place in her heart. She writes
on diverse themes of love, struggle, and resilience,
often drawing inspiration from nature.)
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A Hug for the Kids

Elli Lagiou

The day the power of love will over-
come the love of power the world
will know Peace

In the winds, the aching strings

They drift away, white butter-
flies

with bloody, crumpled wings

They are children's souls, they
cry mournfully

To the center of the earth's
bowels

the screams of pain, agony
arrive.

Where are the children in Pales-
tine to blame?

Some argue

they inherit wars, without peace

They breathe smoke, blood-
stained soil

But they are still looking for
their parents

They live in pain, wars, orphan-
hood

Without a nation, in refugee
caravans

A ray of light, they only ask for
peace

The wounded lyrics, incompe-
tent, hurt

How to explain it, is there
humanity?

They want love, affection, and
a hug

Their own look speaks desper-
ately

From the depths of the soul the
cry of agony

They are heartbroken, they
want the children to live

To fly high, with wings of free-
dom

Away from the thorns of inhu-
manity.
Until humanity drips, love...

( Elli Lagiou is a gifted poet from
Greece.She is a Multi Awardee Poet
and her literary pieces focus on
Global peace and love for human-
ity . Her latest book is published
by Kouros from Athens Greece &
Cyprus, Before the Psichis Pnoi,
the electronic magazine Hydrani
published her own ebook.Her
second poetry collection is Shades
of Emotions. Kouros Publications
Her third bilingual poetry collection
is The Silence of Infinite Endurance
The Silence of the Invisible Center
published by Barleti publications in
Tirana. September 2025)
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