CM K

@HEADLINESTODAI17 r(:JJ @headlinestodaydaily n @headlinestoday G @headlinestodaynews www.dailyheadlinestoday.com

s FAHEADLINES

TODAY

Srinagar
Wednesday
February 04 | 2026
16 Shaban 1447 AH
Issue No: 30
Volume: 16

Pages: 12

Price: Rs 02/-

Voice To The Voiceless

a oV o
Lbl

LUBAAB

PUBLICATIONS

(ONE STOP SOLUTION FOR ALL PRINTING NEEDS

NEWSPAPER | BOOKS | FLYERS | LOGO | FLEX | MAGAZINES
VISITING CARDS | BROCHURES | 3D BOARDS | COVER PAGES
WEDDING CARDS | CALLIGRAPHY | WALL PAINTINGS

9999038812
9419008414

Radio Colony,

Gund Hassibhat, Lawaipora Srlnagar-isoorl

Road Safety First

o
[=]t

Department of Information & Public Relations, J&K
in collaborationwith TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT, GOVT. OF J&K

Your Phone can wait,

X @diprjk

o @informationprjk

Life Cannot

@dipr_jk

f Information & PR, J&K

Teachers Should Work Hard to Shape
Innovators, Not Just Graduates: LG Manoj Sinha

At an Inspirational Teachers Award Ceremony, LG Calls for
Creativity-Driven, Future-ready Classrooms

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 03: Lieutenant
Governor Shri Manoj Sinha on
Tuesday underscored the vital
role of teachers in preparing
students for the uncertainties
of the future, including chal-
lenges posed by Artificial Intel-
ligence (Al), climate change and
rapid technological shifts, while
urging educators to nurture

creativity, curiosity and innova-
tion in classrooms.
Addressing the Amar Ujala
Inspirational Teachers Award
Ceremony at Padma Shri Pad-
ma Sachdev Government Col-
lege for Women, Gandhi Nagar,
the Lieutenant Governor said
teachers form the backbone
of society and the soul of the
nation. During the event, 101
inspirational teachers from

across Jammu were felicitated
for their outstanding contribu-
tion to education.

“Ateacher shapes character,
cultivates talent and builds
courage in young minds to
boldly navigate an unpredict-
able world. I firmly believe
teachers and their craft form
the backbone of society and the
soul of the nation,” the

Self-Belief Powers Progress: PM Modi,
After India-US Seal Hlstorlc Trade Pact

B HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, FEB 3: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday said that self-confidence is the
cornerstone of national transformation, a day
after India and the United States finalised a
landmark trade agreement that saw Washington
slash reciprocal tariffs on Indian exports from
25 per cent to 18 per cent.

In a post on X, PM Modi described self-belief
as the driving force that makes the impossible
achievable, asserting that the collective confi-
dence of citizens would be instrumental in
realising the vision of a Viksit Bharat. He also
shared a Sanskritverse highlighting that prosper-
ity flows from righteous conduct, courage, dis-
cipline, and skill, which together propel a nation
toward sustained growth.

The Prime Minister’s remarks followed the
announcement by US President Donald Trump
that the two countries had concluded a major

Minimmum wages
revised across J&K

New Services to Connect Devotees With Key Religious

Destinations, Promoting Unity: CM Omar Abdullah
Flags Off Special J&K RTC Buses to Major Pilgrimage Centres Across India

Ladli Beti Scheme Rolled Out in
Just Eight J&K Districts, Govt
Informs Assembly

in 2022: Dy CM

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 3: Deputy Chief Min-
ister Surinder Kumar Choudhary today
said that the Jammu and Kashmir has
revised the minimum wagesinrespect
of the scheduled employmentsin Octo-
ber 2002 and any further revision will
be done as and when the Gol notifies
and implements the National Floor
Wages under Code on Wages 2019,
which shall be applicable to Union ter-
ritory of Jammu and Kashmir.

The Deputy Chief Minister, said this
while replying to a question on

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 03: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Tuesday flagged off
special J&K Road Transport Corpora-
tion (RTC) bus services to major reli-
gious destinations of different faiths

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 03: The Jammu and Kashmir Government
on Tuesday told the Legislative Assembly that the Ladli Beti
Scheme has been implemented in only eight districts across
the Union Territory, with Baramulla not included in

J&K Rail Expansion Paused, After Strong Objections From Elected Govt: Ashwini Vaishnav
NC, PDP Welcome Centre’s Move, Say Farmers’ Livelihoods and Fertile Land is Protected

m  HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

projects in Jammu and Kashmir on
hold after strong objections from

SRINAGAR, FEB 3: The Centre
has put three proposed railway

the elected government and local
Members of Parliament over con-

ers’ livelihoods.

cerns that the lines would damage
apple orchards and threaten farm-

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaish-

nav announced the decision at a  scaleland acquisitionanditsimpact
press conference in Jammu, saying  on the region’s agrarian economy.
the projects were suspended fol-
lowing apprehensions aboutlarge-

“There was demand for three

NCORD maps Tough, Tech-Enabled strategy against drug menace

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 03: The 16th Union
Territory-level meeting of the Narco
Coordination Centre (NCORD) was
today chaired by the Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo, to comprehensively
review enforcement, prosecution,
treatment, and rehabilitation mea-
sures aimed at combating the drug

menace, and to chart out a more
stringent, coordinated, and result-
oriented strategy across Jammu and
Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by the
Director General of Police, all con-
cerned Administrative Secretaries,
the Director General of Prosecution,
Divisional Commissioner, Jammuand
other senior civil and police officers.

The Divisional Commissioner,
Kashmir, along with Deputy Com-
missioners and District SSPs, par-
ticipated throughvideo conferencing.

Addressing the meeting, the Chief
Secretary unequivocally directed
that the administration must adopt
an extremely stringent approach
towards drug traffickers and ped-
dlers, ensuring that offenders do not

derive any benefit from government
systems or facilities. He ordered ini-
tiation of deterrent measures strict-
lyas perrulesin force including can-
cellation of contractor cards,
passports, driving licences, and reg-
istration certificates (RCs) of vehicles
belonging to persons involved in
drug-related offences.

LG, CM and

Ministers Greet People
on Shab-e-Baraat

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 03: The Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Chief Minister, Deputy Chief Minister
and Ministers of the Jammu and Kashmir
government extended warm greetings to
the people on the auspicious occasion of
Shab-e-Baraat, emphasizing its profound
spiritual significance and calling for peace,
harmony and collective well-being across

the region.

Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj Sinha,
inhis message, conveyed heartfelt greetings
and best wishes, describing Shab-e-Baraat
as a sacred night that offers devotees an
invaluable opportunity to seek divine par-
don, blessings and wisdom. He said the
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Teachers Should.....

Lieutenant Governor said.

Highlighting the need to move beyond rote
learning, LG Sinha said inspirational teachers
spark curiosity and transform classrooms into
dynamic spaces of exploration. He likened
classrooms to a blacksmith'’s forge where raw
futures are shaped, stressing that education
must ignite inquiry rather than merely deliver
textbook knowledge.

“Inspirational teachers weave science into
engaging stories, transform history into vivid
narratives,and turn passive listenersinto fear-
less explorers. Classrooms must encourage
questioning, critical thinking and collaboration
to build a vibrant knowledge economy,” he
observed.

Calling teachers the bedrock of tomorrow,
the Lieutenant Governor urged them to create
collaborative learning environments where
teamwork, research, writing and innovation
flourish. He also advised educators to think
beyond rigid curricula and connect learning
with real-life experiences to foster creativity
and analytical thinking.

“In the era of Al, teaching is not about rote
instruction but nurturing innovative and cre-
ative thinking. Humanity’s greatest assetin the
future will be imagination and originality.
Teachers must break conventional boundaries
and offer students limitless possibilities,” he
said.

The ceremony was attended by Prof Umesh
Rai, Vice Chancellor, University of Jammu; Prof
K.S. Chandrasekar, Vice Chancellor, Cluster
University of Jammu; Shri Ram Niwas Sharma,
Commissioner Secretary, School Education
Department; Shri Ramesh Kumar, Divisional
Commissioner Jammu; Dr Rakesh Minhas,
Deputy Commissioner Jammu, senior officials
of the Amar Ujala Group, heads of educational
institutions, teachers, students and families of
the awardees.

Self-Belief.....

trade deal, bringing an end to a year-long
tariff standoff. The breakthrough came after a
phone conversation between the two leaders,
signalling a reset in bilateral trade ties after
months of intense negotiations.

As part of the agreement, the United States
will immediately reduce reciprocal tariffs on
Indian goods to 18 per cent. Additionally, a
White House official confirmed that Washing-
ton will roll back the extra 25 per cent duty
imposed on Indian imports linked to New
Delhi’s purchase of Russian oil, contingent upon
India completely halting such imports.

“India will cease, not just reduce, the pur-
chase of Russian oil,” the official told ANI, under-
lining a key condition attached to the tariff
relief.

Meanwhile, the Congress party demanded
fulltransparency onthe terms of the agreement,
questioning itsimplications for farmers, domes-
tic industries, and India’s energy security. The
party criticised the government over the
announcement being made by the US President
and raised concerns about claims of reducing
tariff and non-tariff barriers to zero.

Congressalso sought clarity onreports sug-
gesting the opening of India’s agriculture sec-
tor to American products, warning that such
steps could adversely affect farmers’livelihoods.
The party further questioned the reported
commitment to stop importing discounted
Russian oil, asking how the government plans
to safeguard national interests.

Calling for the immediate disclosure of the
full agreement, Congress said the country
deserves to know the exact terms of adeal that
could significantly reshape India’s trade, agri-
culture, and energy policies.

The agreement is being viewed as a major
milestone inIndia-US economic relations, with
far-reaching consequences for exporters,
domestic markets, and strategic cooperation.

Minimum.....

enhancement of minimum wages, raised by
Legislator AliMohammad Darin the Legislative
Assembly.

He said that the Government of India,
through the Ministry of Labour and Employ-
ment and the office of the Chief Labour Com-
missioner (Central), has issued notifications
revising the minimum wage structure appli-
cable under the Minimum Wages Act, 1948.

He added that these revisions are based on
adjustments to the Variable Dearness Allowance
(VDA), which is linked to the Consumer Price
Index for Industrial Workers (CPI-IW),and aim
to address inflationary pressures and cost-of-
living across skill for workers increases catego-
ries.

The Deputy Chief Minister said that under
the latest available central notifications (effec-
tive October 1,2024 and subsequently updated),
the minimum wage rates for workers employed
in the unorganized sector and scheduled
employments have been revised upwards for
all skill categories including unskilled, semi-
skilled, and skilled workers along with higher
rates for highly skilled workers.

He added that theserevised wages take into
accountbothbasic wage and VDA components,
as notified by the Government of India.

The Deputy CM also said that, under the
Code on Wages, 2019 (now in force w.e.f 21st
of November 2025 in pan India also in J&K as
part of the consolidated labour codes), the
Government of India has established provisions
fornational floor minimum wage and strength-
ened mechanisms for periodic revision of

® 00 ©

minimum wages based on socio- economic
criteria. He added that Minimum wages Act,
1948 hasbeen subsumed under code of wages,
2019 and now wages will be governed under
this code.

He further said that the Government of
Jammu & Kashmir revised the minimum wag-
es in respect of scheduled employments vide
S.0.513 dated 12.10.2022. he informed that in
terms of Section 3(1) (b) of the Minimum Wag-
esAct, 1948, appropriate Government isempow-
ered to issue notifications for revision of the
rates of minimum wages in accordance with
the provisions of Section 5 of the Act, and the
saidrevision shall remain operative till October,
2027. He further informed that as and when
the Government of India notifies and imple-
ments the National Floor Wages under Code
onWages 2019 and same shall be applicable to
the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

On the subject, legislators Mohammad
Yousuf Tarigami and Hasnain Masoodi raised
supplementary questions.

New Services to.....

across the country from MA Stadium, Jam-
mu.

Minister for Transport Satish Sharma, Advi-
sor to the ChiefMinister Nasir Aslam, Managing
Director J&KRTC Abdul Rashid War, and other
senior officials were present on the occasion.

The newly launched services will operate
to prominent pilgrimage centres, including
Shahdra Sharief, Jawalaji, Namgyal Monastery
(McLeod Ganj), Shri Anandpur Sahib, Ajmer
Sharief and Our Lady of Graces, Sardhana. The
initiative aims to enable devotees from Jammu
and Kashmir to undertake pilgrimages with
greater convenience, affordability and comfort.

Addressing the gathering, the Chief Minister
said thatJammuand Kashmir has along-stand-
inglegacy of pluralism and peaceful coexistence.
He noted that these special bus servicesreflect
the government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing mutual respect, understanding and har-
mony among different communities.

“Facilitating access to places of worship of
all faiths reinforces the spirit of unity and the
shared cultural heritage of our region,” Omar
Abdullah said, adding that such initiatives also
promote inter-state connectivity and tourism.

The Chief Minister appreciated the efforts
of the Transport Department and J&K RTC for
introducing people-centric services, stating
that these measures contribute to spiritual
well-being while enhancing mobility for citi-
zens.

Minister for Transport Satish Sharma reaf-
firmed the department’s commitment to pro-
viding safe, reliable and affordable transport
facilities. He said J&K RTC will continue to
expand and improve services in response to
public demand, ensuring better connectivity
for pilgrims and travelers alike.

Ladli Beti Scheme.....

the approved list.

Responding toanunstarred questionraised
by MLAJavid Hassan Baig, the Ministerin-charge
Social Welfare said the scheme was sanctioned
for Jammu, Kathua,Samba, Anantnag, Budgam,
Pulwama, Srinagar and Kishtwar. The approv-
als were granted through Cabinet decisions
issued in September 2015 and July 2016.

The government clarified that the selection
of these districts was based on the criterion of
low girl child sex ratio, which remains the key
parameter for extending the benefits of the
scheme.

Ontheissue of delaysin financial assistance
under the Marriage Assistance Scheme, the
government rejected the allegations, stating
that substantial disbursements have already
been made. It informed the House that an
amount of Rs 163.93 crore has been released
to 31,524 beneficiary girls during the ongoing
financial year.

The government added that further cases
have been sanctioned and payments are cur-
rently under process.Italso revealed that sanc-
tions have been accorded for around 12,777
additional beneficiaries, with bills worth Rs
70.08 crore pending clearance in the treasury
since October 2025.

Replying to another query, the government
said that specially abled individuals, including
children, are receiving monthly financial sup-
port under the Integrated Social Security
Scheme (ISSS)and the National Social Assistance
Programme (NSAP),ensuring continued welfare
assistance for vulnerable sections.

J&K Rail Expansion.....

railway projectsinJ&K, but the government
and local MPs opposed them due to fears of
damage toorchards.Inview of these concerns,
the projects have been keptin abeyance for the
time being,” he said.

While the minister did not name the projects,
official sources indicated that the proposed rail
links to Pahalgam and Shopian were among
those affected. The proposals had sparked
widespread opposition, with farmerslaunching
an intense social media campaign, warning
thatthe projects would endanger the livelihood
of thousands of orchard owners and agricul-
tural families.

The decision was welcomed across party
lines. The ruling National Conference credited
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah and party MPs
forintervening to haltthe projects. “This time-
lyintervention has safeguarded people’s liveli-
hoods and protected valuable orchards. It
reflects a governance model that listens to

publicconcerns,” the party said inastatement.

Opposition Peoples Democratic Party pres-
ident Mehbooba Mufti termed the move a major
relief for Kashmir’s rural economy. “These
projects threatened to destroy scarce fertile
land and push over a million families into
uncertainty. Development that uproots farmers
cannot be called progress,” she said, urging
transparent planning and meaningful consul-
tation with local communities for any future
proposals.

The pause on therailway projects underlines
the growing demand in Jammu and Kashmir
for development initiatives that strike abalance
between infrastructure expansion and the
protection of agriculture, environment and
livelihoods.

NCORD maps......

Emphasising a multi-pronged strategy, the
Chief Secretary outlined five critical pillars of
action, starting with intensive Information,
Education and Communication (IEC) campaigns
for demand reduction, highlighting legal con-
sequences as well as the health and social
impacts of drug abuse.

He stressed the need for counselling ser-
vices through trained counsellors at the grass-
roots level, backed by strong enforcement
measures including cancellation of licences and
strict action under relevant laws. He further
underscored the importance of accessible and
effective treatment services, ensuring avail-
ability of equipment, medicines, and trained
manpower close to people’s doorsteps.

The Chief Secretary called for acomprehen-
sive rehabilitation frame work from Oral Sub-
stitution Therapy (OST) to reintegration of
recovered individuals into society through
strong inter-departmental coordination. He
alsostressed leveraging community participa-
tion and technology as force multipliers in the
fight against drugs.

Expressing concern over the low rate of
conversion of FIRs into convictions in com-
mercial quantity NDPS cases, the Chief Secre-
tary noted large pendency at the prosecution
stage, with the majority of cases awaiting
witness examination. Directions were issued
toutilise video conferencing facilities for expe-
ditious trials, while the Law Department was
tasked to examine delays at various stages of
prosecution and identify systemic bottlenecks.

Observations of the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB)regarding investigation into forward and
backward linkages were also directed to be
strictly focused upon in Jammu and Kashmir.
The status of old NDPS cases particularly those
exceeding five years were reviewed, with
several offenders having been declared pro-
claimed offenders.

The Chief Secretary took serious note of
instances of re-examination of NDPS samples,
where two out of six samples tested positive
upon re-testing, and directed formulation of a
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) to end this
practice. He ordered scrutiny of original FSL
examination reports and initiation of strict
action if any foul play is detected.

On the regulatory front, directions were
issued to frame a more stringent and effective
regulatory framework for drug de-addiction
centres. Pharmacies found violating drug con-
trol norms were ordered to face immediate
cancellation of licences without any leniency.

The Chief Secretary emphasised the use of
satellite imagery for detection ofillicit cultiva-
tion,including bhang, and directed immediate
destruction of such crops along with stringent
action against growers. He further directed
vigorous pursuit of Aadhaar-based monitoring
of OST beneficiaries in coordination with the
IT Department, including issuance of requisite
notifications.

AnAl-based assistance tool for Investigating
Officersand Prosecutors,demonstrated by IGP
Jammu, Bhim Sen Tuti, was appreciated by the
Chief Secretary. The tool aids in framing of
charges, legal vetting, investigation guidance,
judgment analysis, and supervision under the
NDPS Actand BNSS. Directions were issued for
its wider rollout with technical support from
BISAG-N to further enhance its effectiveness.

The ChiefSecretaryalsodirected establish-
ment of Command Centres for real-time CCTV
monitoring of identified hotspots and vulner-
able areas. Stressing further training and opti-
mal deployment, he ordered establishment of
Drug De-addiction IPD facilities at all district
hospitals.

Focus was laid on capacity building of Inves-
tigating Officers and extensive public awareness
atvillage, panchayat,and ULBlevels. The avail-
ability of essential medicines at health facilities
was reviewed, with directions to consider
inclusion of such drugs in the Essential Drug
List and to develop standard treatment proto-
cols.

Strict action was ordered against persons
involved in drug peddling near schools and
colleges, including immediate cancellation of
passports, driving licences, and RCs, and con-
sideration under PIT-NDPS provisions. It was
informed that 84 cases involving 127 persons
havebeenregistered in this category. Addition-
ally, 5,709 IEC campaigns have been conducted
across the UT, benefitting4,32,931 participants.

Monitoring of OST beneficiaries and their
rehabilitation was directed to be carried out
through a dedicated portal. Drug testing of
drivers has resulted in 10 positive cases, with
recommendations for cancellation of driving
licencesand RCs. Further, 104 interstate vehicles
involved in drug-related offences have been

recommended for action to their respec-
tive States.

The Director General of Police, Nalin
Prabhat, emphasised close monitoring of
commonly used precursor chemicals, their
legal usage, and quantities to prevent
diversion for manufacturing of synthetic
drugs.

The Principal Secretary, Home Depart-
ment took this occasion to present a com-
prehensive action planin pursuance of the
Apex NCORD meeting held on 9th January
under the chairmanship of the Union Home
Minister. The plan framed by the depart-
ment covered forfeiture of property, trac-
ing of money trails, action against syn-
theticdruglaboratories, technology-based
intelligence gathering, strengthening
NCORD at the district level, streamlining
of ANTF, hotspot mapping, courier surveil-
lance,and monitoring of Schedule-H drugs
and precursor substances.

On capacity building, Secretary Health,
Dr Syed Abid Rashid Shah, informed the
meeting that 2,450 medics and paramed-
ics, 537 teachers, and 81 SHG members
have been trained so far at IMHANS, Sri-
nagar, to ensure availability of at least one
trained counsellor in every PHC, school,
and village.

IGP Crime, Sujit K. Singh, while present-
ing a detailed review of compliance on
previous directions, informed that the
department initiated an aggressive
enforcementand legal action drive across
the UT during 2025. A total of 1,863 FIRs
were registered and 2,592 individuals
arrested in drug-related cases. Judicial
outcomes alsoimproved, with 229 convic-
tions involving 270 persons. Under the
PIT-NDPS Act, 240 preventive detention
orders were executed to incapacitate
habitual offenders.

Highlighting the financial choking of
drug syndicates, the IGP stated that Jam-
mu and Kashmir now ranks third nation-
ally in property attachments under the
“Proceeds of Narcotics” provisions, with
assets worth 70.67 Cr already attached.
In2025 alone, 259 houses and 111 vehicles
were attached, while properties worth
another 50 crore are pending confirma-
tion.

Regarding supply eradication, seizures
during field operationsincluded 296 kg of
charas, 53.8 kg of heroin, and 397 kg of
ganja.To curb pharmaceutical abuse, over
27,500 capsules of Pregabalin and Tapen-
tadol valued at 212.76 lakh were seized.
Additionally, 736 acres of illicit cannabis
and poppy cultivation were destroyed
across the UT.

Itwas further highlighted that unprec-
edented community engagement efforts
were made too in this direction, with 689
rallies, 916 seminars, and 3,747 Public-
Police Cooperation Group (PCPG) meetings
conducted in 2025, reflecting a holistic
approach combining enforcement with
sustained public partnership.

Deputy Commissioners and SSPs also
shared district-wise feedback on enforce-
ment measures and challenges in safe-
guarding their jurisdictions against drug
trafficking and addiction.

The meeting concluded with a reaf-

firmation of the Government’s zero-tol-
erance policyagainstdrugsandacollective
resolve to further intensify enforcement,
prosecution, treatment, and rehabilitation
efforts through coordinated, technology-
driven,and community-supported action.

LG, CM and.....

holy occasion encourages believers to
introspect, purify their hearts and
strengthen their bond with the Almighty.
Emphasizing moral values, the Lieutenant
Governor said Shab-e-Baraat reminds
society tolead lives guided by truth, humil-
ity, compassion and kindness. He prayed
that the holy night brings peace, prosper-
ity and happiness to all.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah also
extended warm greetings, terming Shab-
e-Baraatarevered night marked by prayers,
repentance and the pursuit of Allah’s
mercy. He said the occasion holds deep
spiritual meaning as it inspires believers
to seek forgiveness and divine guidance.
The ChiefMinister urged people toimbibe
the true spirit of the occasion by offering
prayers for peace, harmony and the welfare
of all humanity, while also praying for
lasting peace, prosperity and progress in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Choud-
hary said Shab-e-Baraat holds immense
religious and spiritual importance for
Muslims as a night of prayers, forgiveness
and reflection. He urged people to pray
for peace, prosperity and the overall wel-
fare of society. Highlighting the region’s
pluralistic ethos, he said Jammu and Kash-
mir stands as a shining example of mutu-
al understanding, unity and the spirit of
celebrating festivals together.

Minister for Healthand Medical Educa-
tion, Social Welfare and Education, Sakee-
naltoo, said Shab-e-Baraatisasacred night
devotedto seeking forgiveness, mercy and
blessings from Almighty Allah. She noted
that the occasion inspires self-reflection
and spiritual renewal, and prayed for peace,
progress and prosperity for the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Minister for Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs, Information Technology,
Transport, Youth Services and Sports,
Satish Sharma, observed that Shab-e-
Baraat symbolizes prayers, self-reflection
and the pursuit of divine blessings. He
highlighted the long-standing tradition of
communal harmony and coexistence in
Jammu and Kashmir, stating that such
occasionsstrengthenbonds of brotherhood
and reinforce social unity.

Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology
& Environment and Tribal Affairs, Javed
Ahmed Rana, said the sacred night offers
a unique opportunity for mercy, forgive-
ness and spiritual purification. He urged
people to dedicate the occasion to prayers
for national welfare and to reaffirm their
commitment to peace, tolerance and
mutual harmony.

The leaders collectively stressed that
Shab-e-Baraat serves as a reminder of
shared moral values, compassionandsocial
responsibility, playing avital role in foster-
ing peace, unity and harmony in Jammu
and Kashmir.
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Div Com reviews progress

on Traffic Streaml

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, FEB 3: As part of
continued efforts to streamline
trafficmovementin Srinagar city,
Divisional Commissioner Kash-
mir, Anshul Garg, on Tuesday
chaired a meeting of the Multi-
Disciplinary Committee on Traf-

fic Management System for Sri-
nagar City.

The meeting was attended
by the Deputy Commissioner
Srinagar, Vice Chairpersons of
LCMA and SDA, Regional Trans-
port Officer Kashmir, SSp Traffic,
Joint Commissioner SMC, and
senior officers from R&B and
SSCL.

During the meeting, the Divi-
sional Commissioner directed the
SSCLto prepare DPR for the devel-
opment of a rotary at Exchange
Junction. SSCLwas also directed
to start traffic on the trail basis
over realigned takeoff corridor
towards airport flyover.

He also reviewed the induc-
tion and management of one-way
traffic on various routes and
stressed effective implementa-
tion for smoother traffic flow.

Regarding development of
parking at several locations, he
instructed Deputy Commission-
er Srinagar to develop surface
parking facilities at the Children’s
Hospital and JVC, while the Vice

to develop parking facilities at

ining

ChairpersonLCMAwasdirected Chattabal.

To augment parking space at

Jahangir Chowk, he directed Sri-
nagar Municipal Corporation

(SMC) to relocate kiosks.

The Divisional Commissioner
alsodirected that work on e-bus
charging stations at Batamaloo
be commenced from February
15.

Itwasinformed thatZoonimar
charging station shall be func-
tional by February 15.

Regarding the Intelligent Traf-
fic Management System (ITMS),
the meeting was informed that
all 800 traffic cameras are func-
tioning smoothly. In view of the
proposed installation of traffic
lights at Bemina and Nowgam
Flyovers, concerned agency was
instructed to take up the work
on priority. However, the meeting
decided to explore the feasibility
of constructing a rotary at San-
atnagar Flyover tostreamline the
Traffic System.

The Divisional Commissioner
further directed SMC to install
‘No Honking Zone’ signage at
identified locations across the
city. He also instructed the con-
cerned authorities to close vul-
nerable median crossings along
the road stretch from Pantha
Chowk to Shalteng to enhance
road safety.

Also, the DivComdirected the
SSP Traffic to intensify action
againstillegal parkingand ensure
generation of challans using SSCL
traffic cameras.

in Srinagar

J&K among top States/UTs in
health institution density: Govt

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 03: The Jammu and Kashmir Government
on Tuesday informed the Legislative Assembly that the
Union Territory is among the top performers in the
country in terms of health institution density.

Replyingtoaqueryraised by MLA Mir Saifullahregard-
ingthe upgradation of health units, the Minister In-charge
Health and Medical Education Department as per news
agency KashmirIndepth News Service (KINS)inawritten
reply said that at present, the UT has around 4,000 con-
solidated health facilities functioning at the primary,
secondary and tertiary levels.

The minister said that Jammu and Kashmir figures
among the leading regions in health infrastructure den-
sity.

Citing a report published by the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare (MoHFW), Government of India, the
department stated that the national average stands at
one health institution for every 3,500 population, while
in Jammu and Kashmir the ratio is one institution for
around 6,000 people, placing the UT among the top run-
ners in institutional coverage.

The government further informed the House that to
fill critical gaps in healthcare delivery, the department
aims to strengthen existing facilities by improving pub-
lichealth delivery systems, enhancing manpower, extend-
ing Detailed Project Reports (DPRs), and expanding
digital health initiatives such as e-medicine and e-radi-
ology hubs. The deployment of well-designed Mobile
Medical Units is also part of the strategy to reach people
seeking medical attention, particularly in remote areas.

Referring to the Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS)
Norms-2022, the department clarified that districts with
a population of less than 5 lakh do not require a Sub-
District Hospital (SDH), while districts with a population
between 5 to 10 lakh are entitled to one SDH. It added
that districts with a population up to 20 lakh can have
one District Hospital and one SDH or two to three SDHs,
which are considered adequate to deliver comprehensive
primary health services. (KINS)

Drug seizures in J&K declines sharply
since 2021: MHA tells Parliament

m  HTNEWS NETWORK / KNO

NEW DELHI, FEB 03: Ministry of
Home Affairs onTuesday informed the
Parliament that seizure of narcotic
substancesinjJammuand Kashmir has
declined sharply overthe pastfiveyears,
particularly in opium-based drugs.

Datatabled in the Lok Sabha by the
MHA, according to the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO), sub-
stantiated its claims,

Thedata,compiled by the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) from reports
submitted by various Drug Law
Enforcement Agencies, covers the
period from2020t02025,withfigures
for 2025 available up to November.

In2021,Jammuand Kashmirrecord-
ed the highest seizure of opium-based
drugs during the period at 19,405 kg.
Cannabis-based drugs seized during
the year stood at 1,617 kg, while no
cocaineor syntheticdrugswerereport-
ed.

In 2023, seizures of opium-based
drugsintheUnionTerritory fellto 8,927
kg, while cannabis-based drugs seized
were 1,379 kg. During the year, 1 kg of
cocaine and 0.16 kg of synthetic drugs
were also seized.

The downward trend continued in
2024, with seizures of opium-based
drugsdecliningfurtherto 3,676 kgand
cannabis-baseddrugsto1,540kg. The
seizure of synthetic drugs during the
year stood at 3 kg, while no cocaine
was reported.

In 2025, up to November, seizures

Ministry of Home A ffairs

(government of india)

dropped to 2,062 kg of opium-based
drugs and 1,957 kg of cannabis-based
drugs. No cocaine or synthetic drugs
were seized in Jammu and Kashmir
during the period, the data showed.

The government informed Parlia-
ment that while the NCB regularly
conductsjointoperations with Central
and State agencies, no separate con-
solidated data is maintained on drug
trafficking networks or modules bust-
ed through joint operations on a year-
wise or State-wise basis.

On funding, the government said
Jammu and Kashmir did not receive
any financial assistance under the
centrally sponsored scheme ‘Assis-
tance to States/UTs for Narcotic Con-
trol’ during the period from 2021-22
to 2025-26.

The government said it has taken
multiple steps to curb narcotics traf-
ficking, especially acrossinternational
borders, including empowering the

Border Security Forceand otherborder
guarding forces under the NDPSAct to
carry out search, seizure and arrest.

It said upgraded surveillance grids
equipped with Al-based features,
radars, electro-optic devices, night
vision devices and motion detectors
havebeeninstalled alongborderareas,
with integration into command and
control centres.

The government furthersaid drone-
based capabilities have been institu-
tionalised for aerial surveillance and
reconnaissance, while intelligence
sharingand controlled delivery opera-
tionsarebeingcarried out with foreign
countries.

India has signed bilateral agree-
ments with 27 countries and memo-
randums of understanding with 19
countries to combat illicit trafficking
of narcotic drugs, psychotropic sub-
stances and chemical precursors, the
government added—(KNO)
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Sunil Sharma meets
BJP National President
Nitin Nabin
Discusses party’s outreach to
public, and public welfare issues

m HT NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI, FEB 03: Sunil Sharma, Leader of
Opposition in the Jammu & Kashmir Legislative
Assembly, today met the BJP National President,
Nitin Nabin, at his New Delhiresidence.The meeting
focused on organizational strategies to further
strengthenthe BharatiyaJanataPartyinJammuand
Kashmir and to ensure dedicated service to the
people of the region.

Duringtheinteraction, Sunil Sharmaheld detailed
discussions on enhancing the party’s grassroots
presence,improving public outreach, and launching

innovative initiatives to ensure that the benefits of
development reach every corner of Jammu and
Kashmir. He also apprised the National President of
theaspirations, challenges,and developmental needs
of the people of the Union Territory.

Speaking onthe occasion, Sunil Sharma said that
under the visionary leadership of the Prime Miniter
Narendra Modi and dedicated BJP leadership, Jam-
mu and Kashmir has witnessed a new era of devel-
opmentand inclusive governance. He said that B]P’s
focus is to further strengthen the organization at
the grassroots level and to ensure that every citizen
feels the positive impact of good governance. He
shared insights into the party policies aimed at
empowering people, accelerating development, and
reinforcing the party’s connect with the masses.

Assuring full support, BJP National President
Nitin Nabin stated that the Bharatiya Janata Party
is deeply committed to the welfare, peace, and
prosperity of the people of Jammu and Kashmir. He
said that the party will continue to work tirelessly
to address the concerns and aspirations of the
people of the region.

MDC Srinagar
Condoles Demise of Jan

Majrooh’s Mother
m  GULFAM BARJI

SRINAGAR, FEB 3: Mehak Dramatic Club Srinagar has
expressed deep grief over the demise of the mother of
renowned radio, television and stage actor Jan Majrooh.
MrsZubaida Begum Mother of Jan Majrooh passed away
after a briefillness.

In this connection, a condolence meeting was held
under the chairpersonship of the Club’s Chairperson
Farhat Siddiqui. Member's of the club expressed sorrow
over the demise and prayed for eternal peace to the
departed soul.

The members also prayed for strength and patience
for the bereaved family, especially Jan Majrooh to bear
this irreparable loss. Speaking on the occasion, Farhat
Siddiqui said that all members of Mehak Dramatic Club
stand in solidarity with their long-time member Jan
Majrooh and share his grief in this hour of sorrow.

DC Jammu highlights Road Safety Month activities, relief to accident victims

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 03: Deputy
Commissioner Jammu, Dr
Rakesh Minhas, today high-
lighted the awareness and relief
initiatives undertaken during
National Road Safety Month
from 1st to 31st January 2026
across Jammu district.

He was speaking at a press
conference held today at the
district headquarters.

"A series of programmes
were organised by the Region-
al Transport Office Jammu to
promote responsible road

®© 00 ©

behaviour and minimise road
accidents," he informed.
During the month-longcam-
paign, he said, the RTO Jammu
conductedroadsafetyawareness
camps, driver orientation pro-
grammesand medical check-up
camps at multiple locations
across the district. These activi-
ties covered public transport
drivers, school bus and ambu-
lancedrivers,sleeperbusdrivers,
auto-rickshaw and e-auto driv-
ers, besides general road users.
Sharing road accident data,
the Deputy Commissioner
informed thatatotal of949road

Road safety

accidents were reported in
Jammudistrict during the year
2025, resulting in 215 deaths
and 1205 injuries. He said the
figures underline the need for
sustained awareness and strict
adherence to traffic rules.
Regarding relief measures,
the Deputy Commissioner
stated that under the Road Acci-
dent Victim Fund Scheme, long-
pending cases since 2022 have
been reviewed and largely
cleared. He informed that an
amount of Rs 78.50 lakh has
already been disbursed during
2025.Inaddition,Rs97lakh has

been sanctioned in 107 cases,
including 59 death cases and
48injury cases,and theamount
is being credited to the bank
accounts of beneficiaries.

The Deputy Commissioner
reiterated that road safety is a
collective responsibility and
assured that thedistrictadmin-
istration remains committed
tofurtherstrengtheningaware-
ness initiatives and ensuring
timely relief to road accident
victims and their families.

Regional Transport Officer,
Jasmeet Singh was also present
at the occasion.
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DC Srinagar chairs DRSC, DLMC Meeting
to strengthen road safety framework

spots, pedestrian safety, road safety measures and IRAD implementation

m  HT NEWS NETWORK R Y]

SRINAGAR FEBRUARY 03: In
order to prevent road accidents
and take corrective measures, the
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Srinagar, Akshay Labroo who is
also Chairman of District Road
Safety Committee and District
Level Monitoring Committee
(DRSC/ DLMC) today chaired a
meeting here at the Meeting Hall

‘bl

meeting.

At the outset, the meeting
discussed in detail remedial
measures to prevent road accidents
and ‘Hitand Run’ casesinthedistrict
emphasizing implementation of
roadsafetymeasuresrecommended
by the Supreme Court.

On the occasion, the Deputy
Commissioner emphasized the
line departments to submitdetailed
GIS coordinates of accident-prone

Emphasizing data-driven
planning, the DC highlighted the
importance of usingavailable traffic
and transport data for safety
interventions, strategic deployment
of traffic personnel and
implementation of corrective
measures at accident-prone
locations.

Duringthe meeting,otherissues
included traffic decongestion,
traffic regulation, particularly at

DC Baramulla distributes Ice Boxes
among Fishermen to strengthen
Fisheries Sector in district

B HT NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA, FEBRUARY 03: In a step towards
strengthening the fisheries sector, Deputy Commissioner
Baramulla, Minga Sherpa, in presence of Assistant
Director Fisheries, today distributed 94 ice boxes
among registered fishermen and fish farmers of the
district.

The ice boxes have been procured by the Fisheries
Department under the Jammu and Kashmir
Competitiveness Improvement Project (JKCIP) to
support post-harvest management and improve the
livelihoods of fishing communities.

Speaking on the occasion, the DC highlighted that
the initiative is part of the long-term goal of the
Jammu and Kashmir Government to double the income

of the DC office Complex. areas (black spots) along with  black spots, proper illumination of people associated with agriculture and its allied
SSPTraffic Police, Aijaz Ahmad; transportdatatoidentifyvulnerable at cut points and removal of sectors.
RTO Kashmir, Qazi Irfan; roadstretchesasperthelntegrated encroachments.

Additional Deputy Commissioner,
Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz;
Superintendent of Police, Umar
Shah; Superintending Engineer
R&B (North), Shabir Ahmad;
Superintending Engineer of R&B
(South), Tatheer Manzoor; SDM
West, Irfan Bahadur; SDM East,
Zubair Ahmad, other senior
Officers of School Education,
Colleges,R&B and other concerned
Departments attended the

Road Accident Database (IRAD)
framework.The DCasked the R&B
department to formulate arobust
plan in accordance with the
Supreme Court’sdirections for the
identification and management
of black spots. He stressed that
focused technological and
enforcement interventions should
be undertaken to significantly
reduceroad accidents particularly
along highways.

The meetingalsoreviewed the
implementation of the Road
Accident Victim Fund. The DC
stressed the need for swiftdisposal
of related cases.

Meanwhile, the DC also
took appraisal of progress of
ongoing traffic decongestion
measures in the City including
at Natipora-Rambagh junction,
Barzulla underpass and other
areas.
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DC Baramulia inaugurates Vaccination
Programme for Hqj Pilgrims-2026
-

Secretary DLSA Budgam
convenes meeting on ‘Mediation
for the Nation 2.0’

B HT NEWS NETWORK

Minga Sherpa said that the initiative aims to
enhance the shelflife of fish produce, minimize post-
harvest losses, and promote hygienic handling,
especially among street fish vendors.

Furthermore, the DC added that by enabling safe
storage and transportation of fish, the intervention
isexpected to help beneficiaries avoid distress sales
and access better market opportunities, thereby
improving their income levels.

The DC also noted that the ice boxes would play
a key role in maintaining the quality and freshness
of fish, ensuring the supply of safe and hygienic produce
to consumers, adding that such measures not only
benefit producers butalsoenhance consumer confidence
in locally produced fish.

B HT NEWS NETWORK

.r" timely vaccination of pilgrims.
Principal, GMC Baramulla;
Chief Medical Officer, Baramulla;
District Immunization Officer;
Medical Superintendent; and
other concerned officials were
present during the event.

The initiative aims to ensure
timely vaccination and
comprehensive health
preparedness of Haj pilgrims in
accordance with prescribed health
protocols, facilitating a safe
pilgrimage.

DLSA Budgam conducts Ist UTRC Meehng of the Year 2026

uGU';Aﬂ
A VQGQL., 2026

pedicine
Gk Baﬂm

BARAMULLA, FEBRUARY 03:
Deputy Commissioner Baramulla,
Minga Sherpa today inaugurated
the vaccination programme for
Haj Pilgrims 2026, conducted at
the Associated Hospital,
Government Medical College
(GMC), Baramulla.

On the occasion, the Deputy
Commissioner reviewed the
arrangements at the vaccination
centre to ensure smooth and

BUDGAM, FEBRUARY 03: Reducing the burdens
from the courts and providing relief to the parties,
ameeting with all Ld. Judicial Officers of the District
Budgam in offline mode and with the Judicial Officers
Posted at Taluka Levels in Online mode was convened
by Tabassum Qadir Parray, Secretary District Legal
Services Authority.

The meeting was held to expedite the identification
and review of cases within the ambit of respective
courts and all Ld. Judicial officers were apprised to
identify the maximum cases for the ‘Mediation for
the Nation 2.0’. Elaborating the scope of the Mediation,
she apprised the participants that the mediation
subtracts the burdens of the Court and is very fruitful
for the parties.

The meeting in offline mode was attended by O.P
Bhagat, Principal District & Sessions Judge (Chairman
DLSA),Budgam; YahyaFirdous, Addl. district & Sessions
Judge Budgam; Abdul Bari, Chief Judicial Magistrate
Budgam; Esar ul Nabi, Spl. Mobile Magistrate Budgam;
Tasneem Kawoosa Munsiff/JMIC Budgam; Shabber
Ayaz, Principal Magistrate Juvenile Justice board
Budgam and in online mode was attended by Shafeeq
Ahmed Malik, Sub-Judge Chadoora; Syed Tayoub
Bukhari, Munsiff/JMIC Chadoora; Rabiyia Snober
Gulzar, Towfeel Ahmed Mir and Aiman Amin.

Earlier, the Principal District & Sessions Judge
also convened a separate meeting on ‘mediation drive
2.0’ with the mediators of DLSA Budgam and Panel
Lawyers of the DLSA Budgam. The Meeting ended
with the assurance that maximum cases will be
identified and sent for mediation for the successful
mediation Drive.

B HT NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM, FEBRUARY 03: As
part of the Calendar of activities,
DLSABudgam Conducted IstUnder
Trial Review Committee Meeting
(UTRC) of the year 2026.

The meeting was held to
expedite the identification and
review of prisoners who are
eligible to be considered for
release as well as to accelerate
theregular function of UTRCand
review all eligible under trial
Prisoners (UTPs).

The meeting was chaired by
0.P Bhagat, Principal District

& Sessions Judge (Chairman
DLSA), Budgam, and was
convened by Secretary District
Legal Services Authority Budgam
in consonance with the SOPs
already in place.

The meeting was attended by
Mehraj-ud din Shah, Additional
Deputy Commissioner Budgam,;
Sajjad Bukhari, Additional
Superintendent of Police Budgam;
Abdul Rashid Dar, Sr. Prosecuting
Officer (SSPoffice Budgam); Ranjeev
Kumar, Public Prosecuting Officer
Session Court Budgam; Shehbaz
Hussain, Dy.Superintendent Central
Jail Srinagar, and Dr.Fayaz Ahmed,

Senior Medical Officer, Central Jail
Srinagar.

During the meeting, bare
discussions were held regarding
therelease of Under Trial Prisoners
(UTPs),identified by DLSA Budgam
for their release by the UTRC
Committee.

Sixcasesof UTPswereidentified
by DLSA Budgam and two came
into consideration before the UTRC
Committee in accordance with
SOPs formulated by NALSA and
has resolved and decided to
recommend them for release/
Speedy trial/proper medical care
etc.

District Level Bankers review meeting held at Doda

B HT NEWS NETWORK

DODA, FEBRUARY 03: A District Level
Bankers Review Meeting (DLBRC) was held
today at conference hall DC Office Complex
Dodatoreview the progress of credit-linked
government schemes and strengthen
coordination between banks and line
departments for the effectiveimplementation
of employment and entrepreneurship
initiatives.The meeting was chaired by the
Deputy Commissioner, Harvinder Singh
and attended by the General Manager District
Industries Centre (DIC), Chief Planning
Officer, Cluster Head J&K Bank, officials
from stakeholder departments and
representatives from the publicand private
sector banks operatingin the district. Other

stakeholders and bank officials participated
in the meeting through virtual mode.The
main agenda of the meeting included a
detailed review of the progress of loan cases
under the Prime Minister’s Employment
Generation Programme (PMEGP) and the
Jammu & Kashmir Rural Employment
Generation Programme (JKREGP).Adetailed
scheme wise PowerPoint presentation was
made by the concerned departments,
highlighting the current status and progress
ofthe ongoing schemes.The status of cases
under the District Level Task Force Committee
(DLTFC) of the JKREGP scheme was also
reviewed. Atotal of 62 cases were discussed,
during which the Chairpersondirected the
concerned officers/Cluster Heads to
thoroughly review the cases.

Jammu: Female trainees awarded certificates on
completing Tailoring course

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 03: Jammu &
Kashmir Khadi and Village Industries
Board (J&K KVIB) today awarded
certificates to female trainees on
completion of six-month Cutting and
Training course here at Beli Charana.

The certificates were given away by
Secretary Dr. Basharat Hussain.

He congratulated the participants
and encouraged them to establish micro-
enterprises in the tailoring sector. “Skill
development is the foundation of self-
reliance,” he said and wished the
participants a successful and healthy

future as they embark on their
entrepreneurial journey.

This initiative, sanctioned by J&K
KVIB, is part of a broader mission to
create sustainable livelihood
opportunities and promote self-
employment among women in Jammu &
Kashmir.

The programme was attended by
Deputy CEO (Jammu Division) Tilak
Raj; District Officer J&K KVIB
Mohammad Sadiq, trainees and other
stakeholders, who collectively
appreciated the Board’s efforts in
fostering women-led entrepreneurship
and skill development.

Chairperson DDC chairs quarterly General Council Meeting at Kishtwar

B HT NEWS NETWORK

KISHTWAR, FEBRUARY 03:

raised in the previous General
Council Meeting. Officers from
line departments provided

Additionally, block-specific
issues and concerns related to
various departments were

targets.

The DDC Chairperson also
raised several issues, including

level to promote the schemes of
the Agriculture, Horticulture,
Labour and other government

The meeting was attended
by DDC Member Warwan,
Zaffarullah Sheikh, DDCMember

Marwah, DDC Member Palmar,
Tahir Masood, DDC Member
Drabshalla, Ashok Parihar, PO
ICDS, Dr. Rishi Kumar Sharma,
SDM Marwah, Dr. Mohammad
Ashraf, ACD,Manoj Kumar, ACP
,Neeraj Sharma, DSWO, Tariq
Parvez Qazi, DIO, Abhimanyu
Singh, ALC,Mamta Sudershan,
CEO, CAO, CMO, Executive
Engineer JPDCL , Executive

ChairpersonDistrict Development
Council (DDC) Kishtwar, Pooja
Thakur today presided over the
Quarterly General Council
Meeting here in the Conference
Hall of the DC Office Complex,.

Attheoutset, the CEO, General
Council (ADDC), Vinod Kumar
Behnal, extended a warm
welcome to all council members
and outlined the objectives of

updates on the progress made
in addressing these concerns. It
was informed that the majority
of grievances have beenresolved,
while efforts were underway to
address the remaining issues
within a stipulated time frame.

The Chairperson conducted
a comprehensive review of the
sector-wise physical and financial
progress of projects under the

highlighted by DDC members,
who called for immediate
resolution of the same.

These matters were duly
noted by the CEO-General Council
for forwarding to the concerned
departments for necessary
intervention.

The Chairperson instructed
the concerned officers to take
prompt action to resolve the

the Ikhala Block Boundary to
Marwah Road issue, Forest
Clearance of Shirshi to Chicha
Road, Completion of work on
Sazar Bridge, Community
Sanitary Complex at Lopara, slab
workofBalashramRoad drainage,
exclusion of beneficiaries from
ration cards, pending
compensation of landowners
and the rationalisation of

departments.

The Chairperson further
called forexpedited construction
of Suid Bridge and Sirchi Bridge.
Directions were issued to the
concerned Executive Engineer
to furnish the map and DPR of
the Ikhala Block Boundary to
Marwah Road. She stressed the
importance ofinterdepartmental
coordination to eliminate

ensure their timely completion
within the FY 2025-26.

the meeting. District Capex Plan, Area highlightedissues.Shealsourged Furthermore, she directed teachers. bottlenecks hindering EngineerJal Shakti, Executive
Duringthesession,thecouncil Development Plan, MGNREGA, executingagenciestoaccelerate the implementing agencies to Shedirectedalldepartments developmental works and to Engineer PMGSY Marwah and

was briefed onthe ActionTaken =~ PMAY-G, AwaasPlus2.0Survey theimplementation ofongoing deployresourcesand manpower to  conduct awareness ensure seamless project other district and sectoral

Report(ATR)regardinggrievances  and RGSA for FY 2025-26. developmental projects and efficiently to achieve the set programmes at the grassroots execution. officers.
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Discussion on Motion of Thanks on LG’s address
commences in Legislative Assembly

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 03: The
discussion on Motion of Thanks
on Lieutenant Governor’s Address
commencedinLegislative Assembly
today.

The motion was moved by MLA
Showkat Hussain Ganie and
seconded by MLA Dr.Rameshwar
Singh.

Initiating the debate, Showkat
Hussain Ganie stated that more
than 7000 people have been
employed since Omar Abdullah
assumed office, while around more
than23000 more are currently in
the process of recruitment. He
acknowledged that the tourism
sector had suffered initially, but
noted that over two crore tourists
have since visited the region,
reflecting sustained efforts by the
government to revive the sector.

Highlighting infrastructure
development, he referred to
construction of major roads and
tunnels, including Sonamarg
Tunnel, Shopian-Surankote
National Highway and several
flyover projects,aimed atimproving
connectivity and boosting
economic activity.

He further mentioned key
welfare measures, including the
free ration schemes and the
enhancement of old-age pension,
asserting that these initiatives
wereinline with the commitments
made in the election manifesto.

Rameshwar Singh who
seconded the motion, reflected
the achievements in terms of
education, health, rural
infrastructure said that the present
government has accepted the
challenges and the work it has
done is praise worthy.

He also expressed serious
concernover the growing menace
of substance abuse and drug

v = :‘ o
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addiction in the Union Territory,
describing the figures asalarming.
Singh further emphasized that
collective efforts are essential to
ensure unityand sustained progress
in Jammu and Kashmir.
Mohammad Yousuf Rather
(Tarigami) highlighted that the
Budget should have a provision
for separate climate fund for Jammu
and Kashmir, on the lines of
provisions made in other States
and Union Territories, to effectively
address climate-related challenges.
Sham Lal Sharma said that
people need respite from
unscheduled power cuts and more
efforts need to be taken in this
direction as there has been
significant increase in revenue
realization in the power sector.
He alsosaid thatJJM schemes need
to be completed so that people
will have regular water supply.
He further said that more avenues

need to be created for generating
employment for the youth of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Ghulam Ahmad Mir, while
participatinginthe debate, asserted
for more efforts from the
government for restoration of
statehood. He added that business
rules shallalsobe finalized as soon
as possible for smooth functioning
of the Government.

Ajaz AhmadJanwhile speaking
onthe motion, said that pre-budget
meetings were held By Chief
Minister with all stakeholders so
that the upcoming budget reflects
aspirations of the people.

Arjun Singh Raju said that the
government has made significant
strides in development across
various sectors, including power
infrastructure, reduction of
transmission and distribution
losses, roads, education, health,
and other key areas, particularly

in Ramban district.

Speaking during the debate on
Motion of Thanks, Baldev Raj
Sharma spoke about various
constituency specific issues.

RafiqAhmadNaik,inhisaddress
said that the Pre-Budget
consultations of Chief Minister
with Legislatorsisanencouraging
step forcharting the developmental
road-map of Jammu and Kashmir.
Healsoraised various constituency
specificissues during the debate.

Salman Ali Sagar, while
speaking in favour of the motion,
said that Omar Abdullah led
Government has laid great focus
on socio-economic upliftment of
peopleacrossall sections of society
and has been working tirelessly
for the holistic development of
Jammu and Kashmir.

While participating in the
debate, ShaktiRaj Pariharsaid that
the Government should give focus

on the development of Chenab
Valley, including Doda district.

Speakingin support of Motion,
Pirzada Farooq Ahmad Shah said
that due to strenuous efforts of
Government, particularly Chief
minister Omar Abdullah, tourism
sector hasrevived across J&K. He
added that Chief Minister
participating in numerous
conferences outside J&K like
Mumbai, West Bengal, Gujrat, New
Delhi and others, which in turn
have translated into revival of
tourism sector here.

Nizam-ud-din Bhat, in his
address spoke about the basic
privileges for the Legislators and
also raised various issues of his
constituency.

Participating in the debate,
Payare Lal Sharma appreciated
the government’s development-
oriented vision for Jammu and
Kashmir. He thanked Chief Minister
for sanctioning Rs. 80 crore for
electricity infrastructure in his
constituency, improving power
supply in the area. He also
appreciated the government’s
efforts in strengthening the
Education and Health sectors by
providing basic facilities to the
people.

Hasnain Masoodi, while
participating in the debate,
appreciated the efforts of the
government for sustainable
development in J&K. He said that
the government has developed a
robust people centric mechanism
and public grievances redressal
system bringing transparency and
good governance.

Devinder Kumal Manyal,during
the debate spoke on various
constituency specific issues. He
sought upgradation of facilitiesin
tourist and religious places like
Utter Vani-Purmadal and Baba
Chambyal.

Jal Shakti Minister reviews CAPEX
works in Kashmir Division

m HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 03: Minister for Jal Shakti,
Forest, Ecology & Environment and Tribal Affairs,
Javed Ahmed Rana, today reviewed the progress on
CAPEX works of Jal Shakti Department for the financial
year 2025-26 in Kashmir Division.

The Minister undertook a detailed assessment of
the physical and financial status of ongoing Water
Supply Schemes (WSS) and examined their
implementation progress. He emphasized the
importance of timely completion, transparent execution
and strict adherence to quality standards to ensure
that the projects deliver maximum benefit to the

public.

The Minister directed the concerned officers to
expedite project execution, remove bottlenecks and
ensure that all targeted works under the 2025-26
CAPEX planare completed within stipulated timelines.
He emphasised that efficientimplementation of water
supply projectsis crucial forimproving service delivery
and meeting the aspirations of the people of Kashmir.

Reiterating Omar government’s commitment
towards strengthening the public infrastructure,
Rana called for regular monitoring, effective
coordinationand accountability atalllevels. He stressed
that the officers must work with renewed focus to
achieve the desired outcomes and enhance the quality
of life for citizens.

The meeting was attended by Chief Engineer
Kashmir, Director Planning, Jal Shakti Department,
Director Finance and Executive Engineers of Kashmir
Division.

STD felicitates teams for Republic Day-2026 participation at MA Stadium Jammu

World Wetlands Day: EIACP hosts
Mansar Lake tour for GCW-
Parade students

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 03: To mark World Wetlands
Day 2026, Department of Ecology, Environment &
Remote Sensing (EIACP)J&KHub on Tuesday organized
anawareness and outreach programme in alignment
with the global theme of “Wetlands and traditional
knowledge: Celebrating cultural heritage” and the
Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment) initiative.

The event aimed to sensitize students and the
local community to the ecological, cultural and
environmental significance of wetlands.Students
from the Department of Environmental Sciences
(EVS), Government College for Women (GCW), Parade,
along with Dr. Harmanmeet Kour, HOD & Dr. Neha
were taken on an educational field visit to Mansar

Lake,arenowned wetland and aRamsar site of Jammu
region. During the visit, an awareness rally was
organized around the periphery of the lake, where
students actively spread messages discouraging the
use of plastic and highlighting its harmful effects on
wetlands and biodiversity.A cleanliness drive was
also conducted along the lake area, in which students
participated enthusiastically. The drive resulted in
the collection of approximately 70 kilograms of plastic
waste (handed over to Wildlife department for disposal
underrule), reinforcing the core principles of Mission
LiFE through collective action and responsible behavior.

The participants were briefed about the ecological
importance of Mansar Lake by Yashbeer Singh, Block
Development Officer (BDO), who highlighted its
biodiversity, conservation challenges and sustainable
management practices.The Programme Officer- EIACP
J&K Hub, Dr. Kirti Bhatt elaborated on the cultural
significance of wetlands, Ramsar sites and their role
in maintaining ecological balance, emphasizing the
need for community participation in wetland
conservation.

The programme was attended by Range Officer,
Anil Sharma, Nitin Sharma, Chetan Gupta along with
the staff of the NMSHE Project. The event witnessed
the active participation of nearly 60 students and
stakeholders, making it a meaningful and impactful
observance of World Wetlands Day 2026. The
programme was organized under the supervision of
Dr. Rajan Singh, Coordinator, EIACP J&K hub.

®© 00 ©

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 3: State
Taxes Department (STD), Jammu
and Kashmir, today organized a
felicitation programme to honour
departmental teams that
participated in the Republic Day-
2026 celebrations held at MA
Stadium here.

The felicitation ceremony was
led led by Commissioner, State
Taxes, PK Bhat.

The teams were recognised
for their contribution to the Tableau
on GST Reforms and participating
inthe March Past contingentduring
the Republic Day parade.

The Tableau effectively

showcased key objectives and
achievements of GST reforms,
highlighting department’s focus
ontransparency,ease of compliance
and taxpayer-centric governance.

Additional Commissioner
(Enforcementand Administration,),
Jammu, Namrita Dogra; Additional
Commissioner (Tax Planning, Policy
& Advance Ruling), Kishori Lal

Sharma; Principal Excise and
Taxation TrainingInstitute, Nagrota,
Renu Bala; Deputy commissioner
(Headquarters) Ashima Sher;
Deputy Commissioner Enforcement
(Central) Sonu Pargal; DC Appeal-I
Pardeep Singh Chib; DC Appeal-II
Kulraj Singh; Assistant
Commissioner(Enforcement)Samia
Shareef Khan and other senior
officers were also present on the
occasion.Addressing the gathering,
Commissioner, State Taxes, PK Bhat
said that the participation of our
teams in the Republic Day
celebrations reflects collective
commitment and professionalism
ofthe department. He added that
the GSTTableau was animportant

medium to communicate reforms
and their benefits to the public.

Appreciating the efforts of the
officials and staff involved in the
preparations, he said, “The
successful presentation at MA
Stadium was theresult of sustained
coordination, discipline and hard
work of our teams. Suchinitiatives
strengthen publicawareness and
reinforce the reform-drivenimage
of the department.”

On the occasion, Mementos
and Certificates of appreciation
were awarded to the officials and
staff who contributed to the
planning, design, coordinationand
execution ofthe Tableauand March
Past.

DC Kathua reviews implementation of
ICDS, Social Welfare schemes

Director Agriculture reviews progress of
key departmental schemes

B HT NEWS NETWORK

KATHUA, FEBRUARY 03: Deputy
Commissioner Kathua, Rajesh Sharmatoday
reviewed the functioningand implementation
of Integrated Child Development Services
(ICDS) and Social Welfare Department
schemes at a meeting held in the Conference
Hall of the DC Office Complex.

The meeting was attended by ADDC
Surinder Mohan Sharma; Programme
Officer ICDS, Mohammed Syed; CPO Ranjeet
Thakur; District Social Welfare Officer,
Varun Chaudhary; Child Development
Project Officers (CDPOs), Tehsil Welfare
Officers (TWSOs) and other concerned
officials.

Threadbare discussions were held on
expanding coverage and strengthening
the delivery mechanism of the welfare
schemes being implemented by the ICDS
and Social Welfare Departments in the
district.

At the outset, the Programme Officer
ICDS presented a detailed status report on
Central and UT-sponsored schemes. He
informed that 1641 Anganwadi Centres are
presently functional in the district, while
3915 beneficiaries have been registered
under the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana
Yojana (PMMVY).

The meeting was also briefed about
activities being carried out under schemes
suchasSupplementary Nutrition Programme,
Health Check-ups, Poshan Abhiyan, Scheme
for Adolescent Girls (SAG), Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao (BBBP) and Ladli Beti.

Reviewing the progress, the Deputy
Commissionerdirected the field functionaries
toensure saturation of all ICDS schemes in
their respective areas. He emphasized the
importance of effective inter-departmental
coordination among Health, Education and
ICDS departments to achieve 100 percent
coverage of all eligible beneficiaries.

The Deputy Commissioneralsoconducted
a comprehensive review of Social Welfare
Department schemes, including National
Social Assistance Programme (NSAP),
Integrated Social Security Scheme (ISSS),
State Marriage Assistance Scheme (SMAS),
Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana
(PMAGY), Assistance to Disabled Persons
(ADIP), Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) and
Special Central Assistance to Scheduled
Castes Programme (SCA to SCP), among
others.

The District Social Welfare Officer
informed the meeting that Mission Shakti
campsare being organized across different
parts of the district, during which
departmental teams reach out to women
beneficiaries to create awareness about
women-centric welfare schemes and the
support mechanisms available for their
empowerment.

The Deputy Commissioner stressed
the need for proactive outreach,
transparency and timely delivery of
benefits. He directed the department to
ensure that all eligible beneficiaries are
covered so that the intended objectives
of the welfare schemes are achieved
effectively at the grassroots level.

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 03: Director
Agriculture Jammu, Anil Gupta today
convened areview meetingin the Conference
Hall, Krishi Bhawan to assess the physical
and financial progress of key agricultural
initiatives across Jammu Division.

The meeting focused on the
implementation status of the Holistic
Agriculture Development Programme
(HADP), Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS),
Capital Expenditure (CAPEX) works,
NABARD-funded projects and the uploading
of information on various portals.

The meeting was attended by SMS-RL,
Krishan Kant; Deputy Director Agriculture
(Planning), Mohammad Yaqoob Zargar;
Accounts Officer, Vriti Uppal, along with
officers from the CSS and Planning Sections
of the Directorate. The Chief Agriculture
Officers (CAOs) of Jammu Division and Farm
Managers, Chakroiand Chinore, participated
inthe meeting through Video Conferencing
(VQ).

During the meeting, comprehensive
presentations were delivered, outlining
scheme-wise and component-wise physical
and financial achievements, besides
performance against approved targets
under HADP, CSS, CAPEX and NABARD
schemes.

The Director called for swiftand prudent
utilization of allocated resources to maximize
benefits for the farming community, while
ensuring transparency, accountability and
strictcompliance with prescribed guidelines.

3 —
s

Laying special emphasis on the RKVY
and Farm Mechanization components,
Anil Gupta directed officers to accord
priority to these sectors to enhance
irrigation, agricultural productivity and
mechanization. The Chief Agriculture
Officers were asked to closely monitor
the progress of HADP projects and ensure
that expenditure under all components
is completed up to 100 percent within
the prescribed timelines.
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Daily wagers have huge
expectations from the
UT budget

Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Kumar Choud-
hary on Tuesday told the legislative assembly
that Jammu and Kashmirhas revised the minimum
wages in respect of the scheduled employment
in October2002. Choudhary said that any further
revision will be done as and when the Govern-
ment of India notifies andimplements the nation-
alfloorwages underCode on Wages 2019. Choud-
hary said this while replying to a question raised
by National Conference legislator AliMohammad
Dar.

The reply of Choudhary comes atatime when
thousands of daily wagers workingin the different
government departments are hoping for some
good news from the union territory budget to be
announced by chief minister Omar Abdullah
during this week. These daily wagers are hoping
thatthe government would make an announce-
ment about their regularization in the upcoming
budget. These people have been running from
pillar to post with respect to their regularization
and have knocked doors of various quarters.

Some time back the people at helm had
promised that Jammu & Kashmir would imple-
ment the Minimum Wages Act and as such the
daily wagers would get minimum wages. As on
date the daily wagers are upset that the said Act
has not been implemented and they are being
paid peanuts when comparedto the permanent
employees. Itis important that the union territory
government removes this glaring discrepancy
and there is some justice to the daily wagers.

Since the number of daily wagersis more than
60,000it may take some time forthe government
to regularize them. Carrying out the regularization
process in one go may not be possible and the
government needs to be given some time forthe
process to be completed. However, by the time
this happens the government can atleastimple-
ment the Minimum Wages Act and as such
provide minimum wages to the daily wagers. This
would at least give a feeling to the daily wagers
that the present government is serious in solving
this problem.

Choudhary said thatunderthe Code on Wag-
es, 2019 applicable across the country since 21st
of November 2025 has established provisions for
national floor minimum wage and strengthened
mechanisms for periodic revision of minimum
wages based on socio- economic criteria. He
added that Minimum wages Act, 1948 has been
subsumed under the Code of wages, 2019 and
now wages willbe governed under this code. He
informed that the appropriate government is
empowered to issue notifications for revision of
the rates of minimum wages and the said revision
shall remain operative till October, 2027.
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When Ethics Exist Only in Writing

Lawful Earning, Institutional Ethics, and the Moral Cirisis of Society

m  AUBAID AHMAD AKHOON

A great philosopher, Aristotle regarded as the
father of moral philosophy, profoundly stated:

“Knowing what is right does not mean much
unless you do what is right.”

Weliveinasociety where values are not absent;
they are omnipresent. They adorn office walls,
appearinpolicy documents, echoin official speeches,
and are proudly quoted in public spaces. Yet the
defining tragedy of our time is not the absence of
moral guidance, but the widening gap between
what is proclaimed and what is practiced. Our
institutions speak fluently about ethics, integrity,
and responsibility, while their daily functioning
often contradicts those very principles.

Across government departments and public
institutions, reminders of honesty, accountability,
and public service are prominently displayed.
However, the lived experience of citizens often tells
another story. Procedures move smoothly only
wheninfluenced, rights exist largely on paper, and
systems meant to serve the public gradually turn
into hurdles that must be navigated, negotiated, or
endured. The rulebookis clear; itsimplementation
is selective.

Within judicial and administrative structures,
justiceis defined with precision—fairness, equality,
truth, and due process. Yet justice is frequently
delayed, diluted, or distorted. Those with authority
learn how to bend procedures, while those without
itlearn patience, silence, or resignation. When truth
demands struggle and falsehood finds shortcuts,
institutional credibility erodes—not suddenly, but
steadily.

Education systems speak of enlightenment,
character formation, and lifelong learning. Policies
emphasize innovation, critical thinking, and
intellectual growth. In practice, classrooms often
prioritize rote memorization over reasoning, marks
over meaning, and conformity over curiosity.
Education becomes a race for certificates rather
than a journey toward wisdom, producing
individuals who are informed, yet not necessarily
enlightened.

Healthcare institutions claim the sanctity of
human life as their highest value. Official guidelines
emphasize dignity,compassion, and responsibility.
Yet reality exposes overcrowded facilities,
administrative indifference, and widening gaps
between affordability and access. When compassion
becomes secondary to procedure, life itself begins
to feel negotiable.

Markets and regulatory bodies promise
transparency, quality, and fairness. Standards are
codified, laws are notified, and warnings are

displayed. Still, dishonesty thrives through
adulteration, misinformation, exploitation, and
manipulation. Ethics remain confined to documents
and signboards rather than shaping everyday
practice. Consumers are reminded of rights, yet
often remain unprotected by them.

Whatunites these contradictionsis notignorance,
but awareness without accountability. We know
what is right. We record it formally. We quote it
publicly. Yet knowing and doing have drifted
dangerously far apart.

What we display publicly reflects our declared
beliefs.

What we practice privately reveals our true
priorities.

Whenactionsrepeatedly defydeclared principles,
the problem can no longer be reduced to personal
weakness; it evolves into a shared social disorder.
In this environment, hypocrisy does not arrive
loudly—it settles in silently, shielded by rules,
rationalizations,and procedural comfort. Gradually,
it rewires collective thinking, where compromise
is celebrated as pragmatism, deception is justified
assurvival,and sincerityis dismissed asimpractical
idealism.

Public Awareness and Institutional Reality

Recent official data offers a sobering mirror. In
2025 alone, the Jammu & Kashmir Anti-Corruption
Bureau registered 78 corruption cases and filed 43
charge-sheets, securing convictionsin several cases.
While these figures reflect institutional vigilance,
they also reveal the depth of a societal challenge.
If these are the cases detected, how many remain
normalized, unreported, or silently tolerated?

Corruption does not survive on institutional
weakness alone; it thrives on social acceptance.
Laws and investigations may punish misconduct,
but lasting reform demands civic responsibility.
Silence, compliance, and everyday compromise
enable decay as much as overt wrongdoing.

Lawful Earning and Moral Continuity

Attheheartofthiscrisislies the ethics ofearning.
Income is not merely an economic matter; it is a
moral one—especially in public service, where
wages are drawn from collective trust. Earning
withoutsincere effortmayappearlegally permissible,
but it remains ethically hollow.

Religious traditions consistently emphasize this
truth. In Islam, honest earning (halal rizq) is
inseparable from faith, while unjust gain corrupts
notonly individuals but generations. Similar moral
emphasis exists across faiths and philosophies:
integrityinlivelihood safeguards dignity, conscience,
and social harmony. Children learn morality less
from instruction and more from example; when
compromise becomesroutine, confusionbecomes
inheritance.

The most dangerous aspectofthe present culture
is that it teaches survival without principles. It
rewards adaptation over integrity, efficiency over
ethics,and convenience over conscience. It produces
professionals without empathy, institutions without
moral depth, and governance without trust.

Bottom Line

Real reform will not emerge from rewriting
slogans or issuing new circulars. Change begins
when individuals—within institutions and within
society—align conduct with conviction, and when
responsibility is taken personally rather than
postponed institutionally.

Until then, our values will remain beautifully
articulated and poorly practiced. Our beliefs will
continue todecorate walls, while our actions quietly
dismantle them. The gap between what we claim
to stand for and what we actually do is not merely
amoral flaw—itis the defining crisis of our society.

Igbal’s Moral Warning

AllamaMuhammad Igbal, the great philosopher-
poet and Hakim-ul-Ummat, powerfully captured
this crisis in his verses:

Yeh hikmat-e-malakooti, yeh ilm-e-laahooti
Haram ke dard ka darmaan nahin to kuch bhinahin

Yeh zikr-e-neem-shabi, yeh muraaqibay, yeh
suroorTeri khudi ke nigehbaan nahin to kuch bhi
nahin

Khird ne keh bhi diya “La ilaha” to kya haasil
Dil-o0-nigaah Musalmaan nahin to kuch bhi nahin

Allama Igbal emphasizes that true faith lies in
inward verification (tasdeeq-e-batin), not in mere
verbal affirmation. Reciting “There is no god but
Allah” withoutinner acceptance does not transform
the soul. Faith becomes real only when the heart
and consciousness recognize Allah as the sole
authority and reality.

A spiritually dormant soul, Igbal argues, is no
soul at all. Such lifelessness leads to moral decay,
personal weakness, and collective decline. The
chroniccrises of nations—corruption, injustice,and
loss of purpose—cannot be cured through laws,
slogans, or rituals alone. Their true remedy lies in
the revival of the inner self (khudi).

Igbal insists that without awakening the soul,
all efforts—individual or collective—remain futile.
Social reform, governance, and even religious
practice lose meaning when detached from inner
transformation. The awakening of khudi acts like
analchemy, refining character and producing moral
courage, integrity, and responsibility.

Throughthisinnerawakening, individuals cultivate
the qualities embodied by towering figures such as
Umar ibn Khattab, known for justice and firmness,
and Ali ibn Abi Talib, known for wisdom and moral
clarity. These virtues are not inherited or imitated;
they are born from a living, conscious soul.

Inessence, Igbal teaches thatreal reformbegins
within. Withoutarevived soul, faith becomes ritual,
knowledge becomes aburden, and action becomes
hollow. With an awakened soul, even ordinary
deedsacquire purpose, power, and transformative
impact.

The author is a Columnist |
Motivational Speaker Associate Editor,
Education Quill Manager Operations,
Technoglobe Srinagar. Email: akhoon.
aubaid@gmail.com

A new Milestone of public service,
professionalism, and sincerity

® TANVIR MOHIDHIN

Today, Wednesday, January 21st,at 3:00 PM, the
atmosphere at the J&K Bank Kanspora branch was
filled with a sense of community and purpose. It
was not just a formal meeting, but a beautiful
chapterinthe unbreakable bond between the bank
and the public. The session was held under the
presidency of the Cluster Head Kanspora, Honorable
Masood Sahib, and Branch Manager Mr.Irfan Sahib,
attended by other bank staff, valued customers,
and the renowned literary figure and writer, Mr.
Barkatullah.

m A Commendable Step Toward Public
Awareness

The primary objective of this meeting was to
acquaint customers with the bank's new and ben-
eficial schemes.Inan era of economic fluctuations,
this initiative by J&K Bank Kanspora to maintain
direct monthly contact with customers is highly
laudable. This practice not only strengthens the
bank’s credibility but also gives the common man
the assurance that their hard-earned money and
financial future are in safe hands.

B Masood Sahib: An Icon of Integrity

and Vision

During the meeting, the manner in which Clus-
ter Head Honorable Masood Sahib spoke won
everyone’s heart. His gentle tone, simple language,
and compassionate way of explaining things were
exemplary. He simplified complex banking schemes
so effectively thatevery customer felt empowered.
He answered every question with deep thought
and patience, reflecting his professional mastery
and human empathy.

B The Tireless Efforts of Irfan Sahib and
His Team

A highlight of the event was the open-hearted
praise Masood Sahib showered upon Branch Man-
ager Mr. Irfan Sahib. It is an undeniable truth that
sinceIrfan Sahib took charge of the Kansporabranch,
the bank has been scaling new heights of progress.
Under his leadership, the bank’s discipline and
customerrelations have become a model for others.
However, a leader’s success always rests on the
shoulders of his team.

B Asma Ji and Saima Ji: The True
Architects of Progress

Ifwe look deeply into the success of this branch,
two names stand out that deserve special men-
tion—AsmaJiand SaimaJi. These are not just names;
they are symbols of hard work, dedication, and
sacrifice. These two officers have nurtured this
branch with their "blood and sweat." They have
dedicated every moment of their lives and every
ounce of their energy to the advancement of this
institution.

The way Asma Ji and Saima Ji have served
customers day and night is difficult to put into

words. They never cared for fixed hours nor
were they deterred by the heavy workload.
Their tireless struggle, cheerful disposition,
and the spirit of treating every customer's
problem as their own have brought the Kans-
pora branch into the ranks of the best branch-
es in the region. If the residents of Kanspora
today trust this bank blindly, it is thanks to
these two sincere daughters of the soil who
treated this bank as their home. Alongside them,
the role of Mr. Nisar Ahmad has also been piv-
otal, as he stood by the team at every difficult
turn and contributed fully to the bank's growth.

m The Presence of Barkatullah Sahib

and a Bright Future

The participation of the esteemed writer Mr.
Barkatullah added grace to the meeting. The pres-
ence of suchaliterary and intellectual figure signi-
fies that J&K Bank Kanspora is no longer just a
financialinstitution; ithasbecome arepresentative
of every section of society.

This meeting was proof that when intentions
are pure and determination is firm, the distance
between institutions and the public disappears.
The entire team of J&K Bank Kanspora has prov-
en that they do not just deal in currency, but in
the dreams of the people. We hope the manage-
ment continues such interactions in the future.
We salute Masood Sahib, Irfan Sahib, and espe-
cially the symbols of hard work, Asma Ji and
Saima Ji, on behalf of the entire Kanspora com-
munity.

The author from Baramullah
Kanispora
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m DR. RATAN BHATTAHARJEE

Imagine, foramoment,animpossible
yet deliciously comic dream. William
Shakespeare, freshly transported from
Stratford-upon-Avontoamodern exam-
ination hall, sits nervously at a wooden
desk. On the question paper stares back
athim: “Discuss the tragic flaw of Ham-
let with reference to A. C. Bradley.” Pens
are poised, invigilators stern, time tick-
ingaway. Shakespeare scratches hishead.
He knows Hamlet intimately—after all,
he created him—but A. C. Bradley? The
great Victorian critic has not yet been
borninShakespeare’s time. The Bard, in
this dream, suddenly realises a cruel
paradox of modern education: one may
createliterature, yet still fail an examina-
tion onitwithout properguidance, notes,
and—yes—private tuition.

This storyis told by A.C.Bradley him-
self. He one day dreamt of being an
invigilator in the examination hall . He
saw all were writing answers to the
Question paperon Shakespeare Dramas
in the hall. But Shakespeare who was
scratching his head and could not write
any answer to the questions on Hamlet
Macbeth and Othello . He asked the boy
why he could not write answers on the
dramas which he himselfwrote . Shake-
speare smiled and told , “I did not read
A.C.Bradley” . This dream examination
opensalarger, unsettling question about
contemporary education. Is private
tuition unavoidable for passing examina-
tions, even for geniuses like Shakespeare?
Andif Shakespeare would struggle, what
hope remains for ordinary students? A.
C.Bradley(1851-1935)was a prominent
British literary critic and scholar, best
known for his seminal 1904 work Shake-
spearean Tragedy .His psychological,
character-driven analysis defined early
20th-century Shakespearean criticism.
He was a professorat Liverpool, Glasgow,
and Oxford, focusing on the "inner strug-
gle" oftragic heroes. A.C.Bradley’s book
has become almost a sacred text in lit-
erature classrooms. Hamlet's indecision,
Macbeth’sambition, Othello’s jealousy—
these are now filtered through Bradley’s
criticallens. Examinations often demand
not what Shakespeare wrote, but how
Bradley interpreted it. The student is
expected to echo critical terminology,
structured arguments, and academi-

Shakespeare Could Not Pass Without
Private Coaching, Hey Really!

cally sanctioned viewpoints. In such a
system, raw understanding or original
insight is rarely enough. What matters
is alignment with expected answers.
This is where private tuition quietly
enters as the invisible syllabus behind
the official one.

Private tuition today functions as a
translator between creativity and exam-
ination. It teaches students not merely
how to read a text, but how to answer
questions on that text. Shakespeare, in
our imagined hall, may feel Hamlet’s
anguishin hisbones, but withouta tutor
whisperingabout “tragic flaw,” “objective
correlative,” or “moral order,” he would
belost. He might write something mag-
nificent, poetic, and profound—only to
score poorly because it does not fit the
marking scheme. This is also true about
many other great persons who did not
like regular going to school where they
felt bored and oppressed. The great
Indian nay the first Asian Nobel Laure-
ate Rabindranath Tagore offersafascinat-
ing parallel. Tagore openly disliked for-
mal schooling. He found classrooms
suffocating, mechanical, and hostile to
imagination. His real education came
from private tutors, home instruction,
freereading,and exposure to nature and
culture. He learned outside the rigid
structure of examinations. Yet ironi-
cally, if Tagore were forced into today’s
exam-driven system, he too might
require private coaching to “pass.” His
lyrical mind, wandering freely, would
not easily submit to model answers.

Private tuition, therefore, is not mere-
ly a modern commercial phenomenon;
it is a symptom of an education system
obsessed with assessment rather than
understanding. When examinations
prioritize predictability, students seek
predictability in preparation. Tutors
become interpreters of examiner psy-
chology. They know which quotations
are “safe,” which critics must be named,
which phrases fetch marks. This knowl-
edgeisrarelyavailableintextbooksalone.
The uncomfortable truth is that private
tuition has become a parallel education
system. Schools teach subjects; tutors
teach survival. Schools speak of learning
objectives; tutors speak of “important
questions.” Inliterature especially, where

ambiguity and multiple interpretations
should flourish, examinations paradoxi-
cally narrow meaning,. A tutor often says,
“Don’t write this—it’s risky,” even if the
idea is insightful. Shakespeare himself,
notorious for ambiguity, irony, and con-
tradiction, would be advised to simplify
his thoughts to avoid losing marks.

[s private tuition, then, unavoidable?
In an ideal world, no. In a just system,
classrooms would be enough. Teachers
would have time to engage deeply with
students, assessments would reward
originality, and learning would not be
reduced to performance under time
pressure. But in reality, competitive
examinations, overcrowded classrooms,
andstandardized evaluation make private
tuition almost inevitable—especially for
those aiming at high scores. However,
inevitability does not mean desirability.
The danger liesinmistaking examination
success for education itself. A student
trained entirely by tuition may pass bril-
liantly yet remain intellectually timid,
afraid to think beyond prepared notes.
Shakespeare needed no tutor to write
Hamlet; Tagore needed no school to
become Tagore. What they needed—and
what they found—was freedom, curiosity,
and mentorship rather than coaching.

Perhaps thereal lesson of this dream
examination is not that Shakespeare
needs private tuition, but that examina-
tions need Shakespeare. They need
imagination, openness, and respect for
original thought. Until that transforma-
tion happens, private tuition will remain
unavoidable—not because students lack
ability, but because the system lacks
trustinintellect.Soyes,intoday’s world,
even Shakespeare might anxiously look
for a tutor the night before his exam on
Hamlet. And that, more than anything,
should make us pause and rethink what
we truly mean by education. In snow-
covered Kashmir, education is shaped
not only by curriculum and aspiration
butby geography, climate, and survival.
While debates on private tuition often
centre on urban competitiveness or
examination anxiety, the situation in
the remote regions of Kashmir presents
a very different reality. Here, private
tuition is not a luxury, nor a shortcut to
success; it is an educational necessity

bornoutofterrain, weather,and distance.

For children living in the distant rural
corners of Kashmir, attending school is
often an act of endurance. During winter
months, heavy snowfall blocks roads,
suspends transport, and renders daily
commuting hazardous. Many students
are compelled towalk several milesacross
hilly terrain, narrow footpaths,and snow-
ladenslopes simply toreach theirschools.
Foryounger children,andevenadolescents,
this journey is not always possible or safe.
Schools may remain officially open, yet
access becomes practically impossible.
Urban centres such as Srinagar or other
districttownsenjoyrelatively betterinfra-
structure, connectivity, and institutional
support.Intheseareas, private tuitionmay
function as an academic supplement.
However, beyond these urban pockets, in
isolated villages nestled among mountains
and valleys, the situation changes dra-
matically. Schools may be understaffed,
irregular in functioning, or inaccessible
for weeks at a stretch during winter. In
suchcircumstances, private tutorsemerge
astheonly consistenteducational support
system available to students.

Private tutors in rural Kashmir often
serve multiple roles. They are not mere-
ly instructors preparing students for
examinations; they become substitutes
forabsent classrooms. Many tutors con-
duct lessons in homes or community
spaces, adapting schedules to weather
conditions and local needs. They provide
continuity when formal schooling is
disrupted by snow, strikes, or adminis-
trative constraints. For students appear-
inginboard examinations, this continu-
ityis crucial. Without it, the gap between
syllabusrequirements and actual teach-
ing becomes insurmountable. The
growth of private coaching centres in
Kashmir must therefore be understood
within this context. Their emergence is
not simply a reflection of examination
pressure or parental ambition, but a
response to structural limitations.

Coaching centres offer organized
instruction, access to study materials,
and exam-oriented guidance that many
rural schools are unable to provide con-
sistently. For families who see education
as the only path toward stability and
opportunity, enrolling children in such

centres becomes an act of hope rather
than privilege. Critics of private tuition
often argue that it deepens inequality.
In Kashmir’s rural landscape, however,
the absence of private tuition would
deepeninequality even further. Students
in inaccessible areas would be left edu-
cationally stranded, unable to compete
with their urban counterparts. In this
sense, private tutors act as bridges—
imperfectbutessential—betweenisola-
tion and opportunity.

Yet this inevitability also points to a
deeper concern. When private tuition
becomes the backbone of education, it
signals the need for systemic reform.
Improved rural infrastructure, winter-
adaptive schooling models, digital class-
rooms, and residential facilities could
reduce dependence on private coaching.
Until such measures are implemented
effectively, private tuition will continue
tofunctionasaninformal yetindispens-
able educational institution in Kashmir.
In snow-covered Kashmir, education
does not follow a smooth, linear path. It
winds through mountains, crosses fro-
zen streams, and survives long winters.
Inthisjourney, private tutors and coach-
ing centres are not competitors to
schools; they are companions to students.
For countless children walking miles on
hilly terrains—or unable to walk them
at all—private tuition remains the only
hope of passing examinations and secur-
ing a future beyond the snow. Even in
the plains the question is no less grave.
During my four decades of teaching in
colleges and universities I have seen
many inefficient teachers who could not
handle their own topics and students
rush to the more efficient teachers and
coaching centres for special tuition.

Difficult topic of mathematics and
physics are not understood without the
caring guidance of private tutors. Many
agood times efforts were there in every
state of the country to ban private tuition
and bring the teachersinvolved in private
coachingathome tobook. Butinthelong
run it was not possible to ban private
teachingor coaching centres or making
the ban effective. This points to the
cankers deeply eating into the vitals of
the social system.

International Tagore Awardee
writer Dr.Ratan Bhattacahrjee is
a former Affiliate Faculty Virginia
Commonwealth University&
Retd. Associate Professor and
Head Post Graduate Dept of
English Dum Dum Motijheel
College, and at present President
Kolkata Indian American Society
Email profratanbhattacharjee@
gmail.com.

A Sight fo Behold

E BYMS NAZKI

Thisisabout Gen-Zatthe Prime Minister's
rally! Yes! This is a story about NCC cadets
on 77th Republic Day of India!

GenZ,orZoomers, referstothe generation
bornbetweenapproximately 1997 and 2012,
following Millennials.

As the first truly "digital native" genera-
tion, they grew upwithinternetaccess, social
media,and smartphones.Theyare character-
ized as highly diverse, socially conscious,
and financially pragmatic.

Key characteristics and traits of Genera-
tion Z include:

Digital Natives: They have never known
a world without instant access to informa-
tion, social media,and advanced technology.

Diverse and Inclusive: Known for being
highly ethnically, racially, and culturally
diverse, witha strong emphasis on equality.

Financial Pragmatism: Due towitnessing
economicinstability, manyare cautious with
money, valuing security and, in some cases,
considering alternatives to college.

Socially Conscious: Driven to make a
difference, they are passionate about social
justice, climate change, and mental health.

Workforce Values: Theylook for purpose,
flexibility,and remote work optionsin their
careers.

GenerationZisoften considered the most
technologically connected generation, with
their perspectives heavily shaped by the
internet age and global events.

The Indian National Cadet Corps was
formedin1948.An ArmyNCCunitwasraised
inIIT Kharagpur in 1952, one year after the
institute was setup. Thefirstofficer-in-charge
ofthe unit was a young Army officer- Major
Sehgal with matinee idol good looks and a
very sweet looking wife.

Those were early days of Independence-
innocent, idealistic and patriotic. NCC was
amajorattraction forthe students. Thecadets
with their military jargon, shiny shoes and
smart uniforms were glamour boys. Senior
Under Officer Mukherjee, Junior Under Offi-
cer Moulik, Company Sergeant Major Srini-
vasan, Lance Corporal Krishnamurthy and
others strutted around in their uniforms.
There was fierce competition forjoining the
elite corps.

My Coorgiclassmate Cariappaandltried
to join the NCC. I already had the dubious
distinction of having twice failed to get into
theNavyinSSBsin 1950and 1952.1thought
I might be lucky the third time. Cariappa
claimed martial traditions of his Coorgi
ancestry, dropping names like General
Cariappa, Thimmiah, Brigadier Muthanna,
AirCommodore Uthappaetc.Itfurtherstoked
my inferiority complex.

Major Sehgal was flooded with requests
for admission to NCC. He assembled the
aspirants and made them march in squads.
He weeded out the obviously unsuitable
ones and interviewed the rest for making
the final selection.

Forthelove of money,I could never March.
Iwaddlelike aduckwithtwoleftfeet. When
the order 'Right Turn’ was barked at the
squad, I heard it as ‘Left Turn’ and marched
to my own tune. I found [ was marching
alone, withtherestofthe squad way behind
me. Needless to add, I was rejected. (I guess
my hearing was poor even then. Now [ am
practically deaf!)

Strangely, Cariappaalsodid notalsomake

it past the first round. He was angry and
protested to Major Sehgal quoting his fam-
ily’s ministry background. Major Sehgal
would have none of it. He bluntly told him
that he might have a hundred people in the
Armed Forces but he was not good enough
to getin.

I never made it to NCC.

My marching woes continued years
later,at B&SD SchoolinINS Venduruthy and
RNEC Plymouth. To my horror, I was asked
to lead the Navy Contingent at the guard of
honour for Duke of Edinburgh at Palam
Airport in February 1965. I tried to wriggle
out of it but did not succeed.

AGI from INS India took me in hand and
tried toimprove my turnout and marching.
[stood on a cold winter’s morning in Febru-
ary 1965 at Palam in the Guard of Honour. [
am happy that did not disgrace myself.

Asshort story of a girl from NCC:

Kritika, a 17-year-old NCC cadet from
Himachal Pradesh, defied odds to conquer
Mount Everest on May 18, 2025, becoming
the youngest female NCC cadet to achieve
thismilestone. Selected afterrigorous train-
ing, she braved freezing temperatures to
unfurl the Indian and NCC flags, inspiring
rural youth through her determination.

The Girl Who Touched the Sky Kritika
Sharmaneverimagined her small-town life
in Himachal would lead to the top of the
world. Joining the National Cadet Corps(NCC)
was her first step toward adventure, a deci-
sion that transformed her from a quiet stu-
dent into a disciplined, fearless cadet.

Herjourneywas farfromeasy. The selec-
tion process for the all-girls NCC Everest
expeditionwasbrutal—high-altitude train-
ing, mental endurance tests, and intense
physical conditioning. Many nights in the
camp were filled with doubt, but the NCC
motto, "Unity and Discipline,” became her
mantra.

On May 18,2025, after months of prepa-
ration, Kritika stood at 8,848 meters. Theair
was thin, the wind was biting , and every
step felt like a battle. Yet, when she finally
reached the summit, the fatigue vanished.
Unfurling the tricolor and the NCC flag, she
felt a profound sense of pride, not just for
herself, but for every girl watching her from
afar.Kritika's story—along with fellow trail-
blazerslike PratimaRaiand Rifiness Warjri—
became abeacon of hope, proving that with
NCCtraining, no dream s too high toreach.

A sight to behold! National Cadet Corps
PM Rally Nation First, Always First
Where each step resonates with discipline,
courage, and unshakeable dedication tothe
nation,embodying the promise of agenera-
tion poised to lead and turn the vision of
Viksit Bharat2047 intoreality was the theme
we got to write this story!

Do not go where the path may lead, go
instead where there is no path and leave a
trail. Those who are crazy enough to think
theycanchangetheworldusuallydo..........!

The National Cadet Corps (NCC) in India
was established on 15 July 1948 under the
NCC Act of XXXI, 1948, following recom-
mendations from the P.N. Kunzru Commit-
tee. It succeeded the British-era University
Officers Training Corps (UOTC) to foster
discipline, leadership, and national service
among youth. Starting with 20,000 cadets,
it has grown into the world's largest uni-
formedyouthorganizationwithover 13lakh
members.

Key Historical Milestones

Genesis (1942-1948): Originated from
the UOTC(1942) which failed to meet train-
ing expectations during WWII, leading to
the formation of a more robust, voluntary
cadet organization.

Formation(1948): Formallyinaugurated
on 15 July 1948 after schools/colleges
reopened.

Expansion: The Girls Division wasadded
in July 1949, the Air Wing on 1 April 1950,
and the Naval Wing in July 1952, creating a
tri-service organization.

Wartime Contribution: NCCcadetsserved
as a second line of defence during the 1965
and 1971 Indo-Pak wars, assisting with
ordnance factory operations, civil defence,
and rescue work.

Evolution: The NCC song "Kadam Mila
Ke Chal" was adopted in 1963 and later
replaced by "Hum Sab Bharatiya Hain" in
1974 to promote national unity.

Core Aspects

Motto: "Unity and Discipline” (Ekta aur
Anushasan).

Objective: Developing character, com-
radeship, leadership, and selfless service.

Structure: It is a voluntary organization
covering schools and colleges across all 17
state directorate

The NCC Republic Day Camp (RDC) is
the premier, month-long national-level
camp for the National Cadet Corps (NCC)
in India, held annually from January 1 to
January 29 atthe Garrison Parade Ground,
Delhi Cantt.

It represents a "Mini India" and brings
together2,070toover2,400selected cadets
from all 17 Directorates across states and
union territories to showcase their talents,
discipline, and cultural heritage.

Key Aspects of the NCCRDC:

Duration & Location: Held from January
1-29 in New Delhi.

Inauguration & Culmination: Usually
inaugurated by the Vice President of India
and concludes with the Prime Minister’s
Rally on January 28.

Selection Process: Selection is rigorous,
starting in August and proceeding through
unit, battalion, group, and Interstate Direc-
torate competitions (IGC), followed by Pre-
RDC1,2,and 3.
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Mensiruation and S
A Test of Dignity

m DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

The Supreme Court's directive to pro-
vide free sanitary pads to girl students in
schoolsand make menstrual hygiene com-
pulsory is not merely an administrative
order, but rather a reflection of the collec-
tive mindset of Indian society, which still
views menstruation with hesitation,
silence, and neglect. This decision makes
clear that menstruation is not merely a
health or hygiene issue, but a serious con-
stitutional question involving dignity,
equality, and the right to education.

In a country like India, where the Con-
stitution guarantees equality and the right
to a dignified life, the fact that millions of
female students are forced to study in
unsafe and degrading conditions during
their menstrual cycle exposes a profound
failure of the system. This court interven-
tionisanecessary step towards addressing
this failure. It reminds us that rights are
not merely declarations on paper; they
only have real meaning when they are
realized on the ground.

Menstruation has long been ignored,
considered merely a biological process. As
aresult, the issue has become the limited
responsibility of the Ministry of Health or
school management. The truth is that
menstruation has profound social, educa-
tional, and psychological impacts. Due to
lack of sanitation facilities and proper
information, female students are not only

atriskofinfections and diseases, but shame
and fear also prevent them from attending
school regularly. In many cases, this situ-
ation leads to permanent school dropout.

Numerous studies show that a large
number of adolescent girls miss several
days of school each month due to lack of
proper management during menstruation.
This absence gradually weakens the learn-
ing process and ultimately increases the
risk of dropping out of education alto-
gether. Therefore, it is natural to question
whether we are truly committed to the
goal of “education for all,” or whether it
remains a mere slogan confined to policy
documents.

The Supreme Court's order clearly
underscored that ignoring menstrual
hygiene directly violates the right to edu-
cation. When schools lack basicamenities
like separate and cleantoilets, clean water,
soap, and sanitary pads, it becomes prac-
tically impossible for female students to
attend school regularly. This situation
further deepens genderinequality,as while
boys' education continues unhindered by
any biological barriers, girls' are held back
by a natural process.

This inequality is contrary to the spirit
of Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution,
which underpin the concept of equality
and a discrimination-free society. Equal-
ity of opportunity alone is not enough
unless the means to access that opportu-
nity are also equal. By ignoring menstru-
al hygiene, we inadvertently deprive girls
of the equality the Constitution promises.

The Court also clarified that the lack of
menstrual facilities violates the right of
women and adolescent girls to a dignified
life. When a student is forced to use unsafe
and unscientific methods, it is not only a
health crisis but also a direct assault on
humandignity. Article 21 of the Constitu-

tion does not limit life to mere physical
existence, butalsoensures therighttolive
with self-respect and security.

This decisionisalso significant because
it shatters the notion that sanitary pads or
cleantoilets are merely "additional ameni-
ties." In fact, these are essential rights,
without which neither health can be pro-
tected nor the right to education can be
meaningful. Inthis context, this court order
should also be seen as a social warning.

However, the biggest challenge with
judicial ordersinIndialiesin theireffective
implementation. Policies and guidelines
often remain limited to mere announce-

-
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ments and files. The Supreme Court itself,
acknowledging this concern, has stated
thatthese decisions should not be confined
to court orders or legal books, but should
havearealimpactonschoolsand thelives
of students. It is mandatory to implement
these directives uniformly in all schools—
public and private, urban and rural.
Inthis context, therole of private schools
is particularly important. Private educa-
tional institutions often consider them-
selves separate from government programs
and social responsibility. The court's order
clearlyrejects this thinking and states that
the distinction between government and

anitary Pads:
in Schools

private schools is unacceptable when it
comestochildren's rights. If private schools
can charge high fees, they cannot shirk
responsibility for the basic hygiene and
health of female students.

Yet,it must be acknowledged that man-
dates and policies alone are not enough.
Until societal thinking changes, such initia-
tives will remain incomplete. The silence,
superstition,and shame surrounding men-
struation further complicate this problem.
Menstrual hygiene managementin schools
should not be limited to the distribution
of pads; awareness, communication, and
scientific information should also be part
of the education process. Boys should not
be excluded from this discussion, as the
foundation ofa sensitive and equal society
islaid only when understandingis shared.

For the central and state governments,
this orderis not merely a compliance obli-
gation, but an opportunity for improve-
ment. Without adequate budgetallocation,
effective monitoring mechanisms, and
clear accountability, this initiative cannot
succeed.The court'sdeadline clearly indi-
cates that this issue cannot be postponed
any longer.

Ultimately, this decision forces us to
reflect onthe factthatasociety's progress
is measured by its treatment of its most
vulnerable. Providing safe, hygienic, and
respectful facilities to female students
during menstruation is not a favor, but a
constitutional obligation. The real test now
iswhether this decision moves from paper
to practice.Ifit does, it will not only trans-
form the landscape of schools but also be
adecisive step toward changing the mind-
set that has, until now, considered men-
struation a burden, not a right.

Dr. Priyanka Saurabh, PhD (Political
Science), is a poet and social thinker
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NABARD estimates priority sector
credit potential of ¥49,795.58 cr for
J6K; CS releases focus paper

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEB 3: The National Bank
for Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment (NABARD) has estimated a
credit potential of 49,795.58 crore
under Priority Sector for the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir for
2026-27.

ChiefSecretary Atal Dulloo today
released the focus paper during the
CreditSeminarorganised by NABARD.

The seminar provided a forum for
the policymakers, bankers and other
key stakeholders to deliberate on
strategies aimed at promoting sus-
tainable and inclusive development
in the region.

Addressing the gathering, the Chief
Secretary expressed satisfaction over
thelaunch ofthe focus paper by NAB-
ARD.Heunderscored the theme “Last
Mile Credit Inclusion: Reaching the
Unreached”, describing the Potential
Linked Plan(PLP)asacrucial planning
instrument that guides credit flow
and development priorities. He said
that NABARD'’s projections are real-
isticand achievable,emphasizing the
need for universal coverage of Kisan
CreditCards withtimelyand adequate
credit. He appreciated the role of RIDF
in strengthening infrastructure.

Stressing a shift from subsistence
to commercially viable agriculture,
the Chief Secretary called for greater
focus on infrastructure, processing,
value addition, term lending, niche
crops and suitable tweaks in KCC,
highlighting medicinal and aromat-
icplantsasincome-enhancing oppor-
tunities.

The Chief Secretary advocated an
integrated approach involving uni-
versities, banksand line departments.
He urged attention to sectors like
wool processing and fisheries and
emphasized supporting SHGs and
“Lakhpati Didis” as emerging entre-
preneurs through credit. He also

highlighted the success of Mission
YUVA, the need for skill-based lend-
ing over collateral, promotion of
homestays to decentralize tourism,
technology upgradation and trace-
ability in handicrafts and described
ULI as a potential game changer
requiring focused rollout in J&K. He
also distributed micro ATMs among
the Banking Correspondents (BCs)
affiliated with J&K Grameen Bank.
The Focus Paper outlines sector-
wise credit projections with a strong
thrust on agriculture and allied sec-
tors, MSMEs, farm and non-farm
activities besides ruralinfrastructure.
Emphasis has been laid onenhancing
the agriculture credit flow, strength-
ening Farmer Producer Organizations
(FPOs) and Rural Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises,improving pro-
ductivity and area expansion in hor-
ticulture crops such as apple and saf-
fron and promoting handloom and
handicrafts through value addition,
structured marketing support and
GeographicIndication(GI)registration.
Earlier, Vikas Mittal, General Man-
ager and Officer-in-Charge (GM/OIC),
NABARD, highlighted NABARD's con-
tinued commitment towards strength-
ening rural credit flow, agriculture,
allied activities, MSMEs and rural
infrastructureinJammuand Kashmir.

— = wm c—

In his address, he emphasized
NABARD's rolein collaborative plan-
ning, close coordination with stake-
holders and targeted development
interventions to unlock the vasteco-
nomic potential of the region.

Pertinently, NABARD is driving
inclusive development in Jammu &
Kashmir through credit planning,
agricultural modernisation, digital
traceability projects and value chain
support for FPOs. It has strengthened
rural infrastructure via major RIDF
investments, launched a Rural Busi-
ness Incubation Centre at SKUASTK,
supported GI tagging of local prod-
ucts, deepened MSME lending,
expanded financialinclusion through
CFLs, RSETIs, micro ATMs and liter-
acy camps and fully digitised PACS
to enhance last mile credit delivery.

Meanwhile, exhibition stalls high-
lighting NABARD's initiatives in line
with the seminar theme, ‘Reaching
the Unreached, were arranged as
part of the programme.

Manohar Lal, General Manager,
NABARD in his vote of thanks reaf-
firmed NABARD’s commitment
towards working closely with all
partners to translate the projected
credit potential into tangible out-
comesand sustainable development
across Jammu and Kashmir.

Public Notice

I have wrongly mentioned as Altaf Hussain Wagay instead of
Altaf Hussain Sheergojri on bank account maintained at TP Branch
Anantnag Kashmir. I want to rectify the same and want to record
my name as Altaf Hussain Sheergojri in the TP branch Anantnag.
Ifany body having any objection, he/She can file his/her objection
at the said bank branch within seven days of period. No objection
will be enetertained after the expiry of time.

Altaf Hussain , Sheergojri
S/0: Sonaullah, Sheergojri
R/O: Issoo Achabal Anantnag.

Public Notice

The electricity connection with consumer ID 0203020005731
registered in the name of Ghulam Ahmad Sofi R/o Shah Mohalla
SMHS Hospital Road, Srinagar is to be transferred in favour of
Rouf Ahmad Sofi S/o Ghulam Ahmad Sofi R/o Shah Mohalla SMHS
Hospital Road, Srinagar.

Objections, if any, to the same must reach concern authority
within a week at the most.

Public Notice

I have applied for DEE Class Card under name Arsalan
Farooqg Shah S/O Farooq Ahmad Shah R/O Vodapora Tehsil
Handwara District Kupwara if anybody having any objection
in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office
of superintendent Engineer R&B circle Baramullah/Kupwara
within a period of seven days from the date of publication
of this notice After that no objection shall be entertained

ARSALAN FAROOQ SHAH, S/O0 FAROOQ AHMAD
SHAH, R/0O VODAPORA TEHSIL HANDWARA DISTRICT
KUPWARA

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertainingto Birth
of KHATEEJABEGUM S/O MOHD SULTAN ALIE R/O WARIPORA
PAYEEN Tehsil KREERI  Distt. Baramulla having verified the
date of Birth as 20/01/1998 and event has been shown to be
occured at HOME for issuance of delay order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Public Notice

My daughter's name & her Mother'sname has been wrongly
written as KULSOOMA JAN & her Mother's name is SHERAZA
BEGUM bearingidno 101002501928 in her Date of Birth certificate
issued by SDH KREERI  while her correct name is AIZA MAROOF
&her Mother's correct name is SHEERAZA MAROOF which needs
to be corrected if anybody having any objection in this regard he
/ she may file his/her. objection in the office of BMO / SDH KREERI
within seven days from the publication of this notice after that no
objection will be entertained.

Name...MAROOF AHMAD CHOPAN

F/O ...AIZA MAROOF, Mother's...SHEERAZA
MAROOF, R/O ...AUTHOORA RESHIPORA
TEHSIL....KREERI

Public Notice

This is for information of general public that the (Electric bill

) power connection is registeredonmy Fathers name HABIBULLAH

SIRAJ R/O WATERGAM Now this Connection bearing Consumer

IDNO0 0212040001003 wants to be registered on my MOHAMMAD

ABDULLAH SIRAJ S/O HABIBULLAH SIRA]  R/O WATERGAM

If anybody have any objection in this regard He/She may file his/

her objection in the concerned PDD office within seven days from

the date of publication ofthis notice after that no objection will be
entertained.

Name..MOHAMMAD HABIBULLAH

S/0 ... HABIBULLAH SIRAJ

R/O...WATERGAM

Legal awareness
programs held across

Reasi District
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

REASI, FEB 03: Under the visionary leadership
ofthe Chairman (also Pr. District and Sessions Judge
Reasi)Khalil Choudhary and Secretary Pooja Gupta,
the District Legal Services Authority Reasi organised
a series of legal awareness programs in different
parts of the District.

Awareness programmes on Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao were held at Government Middle School,
Sharepur- Katra, Mahore and several other places.

%~ CHARMAN (SU5- JUDDE\TEHSI{ @
LEGAL SERVIC ES COMMITTEE
KAT

The speakers laid emphasis on empowering wom-
en through awareness of their legal rights.

National Campaign-2.0 event was held at District
Court Complex Reasi to promote Mediation as an
alternate dispute settlement mechanism. The PLVs
emphasized the role of mediationin ensuring speedy,
cost-effective and amicable resolution of disputes.

Awareness on Rights of Senior Citizens was
generated at Mahore, Arbais and Bathoie by PLVs of
TLSC Mahore, while an awareness program on
Prohibition of child marriage Act was held at Reasi.
Asinging competition was organised at Government
High School Bhaga Katra.

Meanwhile, a Legal Awareness Programme on
“NALSA (Access to Justice for Victims of Human-
Wildlife Conflict) Scheme, 2025” was organized at
Reasi. ALADCs, Dheeraj Thakur and Niharika
Bamatra, sensitized the participants about the
objectives and benefits of the NALSA Scheme, 2025,
aimed at providing legal aid and assistance tovictims
affected by incidents arising out of human- wildlife
conflict. The program was organized in collabora-
tion with the Forest Department.

®© 00 ©

Public Notice

Iwanttoapply fora seed License under the name Ali mohmmad
and sons , at wagoora bk poora budgam. If anybody has any
objection in 24 this regard, they may submit to the Chief Agriculture
Officer Budgam. within 7 days from the publication of this notice.
After that, no objection shall be entertained.

AAMIR MEHRAJ
S/0: MEHRAJ UD DIN GANAYI
R/O: WAGOORA BK POORA BUDGAM

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertainingto Birth
of SADAF NASEER D/O NASEER AHMAD SHAH R/O PUSNAG
Tehsil KREERI Distt. Baramulla having verified the date of
Birth as 04/11/1999 and event has been shown to be occured
at HOME for issuance of delay order .In this connection .

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application MUSLIM  SHAFI MIR S/O MOHD SHAFI
MIR R/O SHEIKHPORA for issuance of RBA certificate in favour
of self for the issuance of RBA in his /her / their favor

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of RBA in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicant is currently residing in the village of SHEIKHPORA
of Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the MIR community having annual

income 500000// the details of family of the applicant are as fallows
1..MOHD SHAFI MIR Father 51 years Labour

2..FARIDA BEGUM Mother 45 years H/W

3... TABASUM SHAFI sister ,22 years student

4...MASRAT SHAFI sister 20 years //

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the

Tehsildar Handwara

SUBJECT: PUBLIC NOTICE REGARDING APPLICATION OF OBC
By.Tahira Akhter

D/o0.Mohd Subjan Gojree
Village,Machipora, Tehsil, Handwara, District Kupwara.
Application No.Jk-Rev-INC/2026/02538

Dated,30,01,2026

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public
that the applicant has submitted an application for the issuance of
OBC (Reserved Backward Area) Certificate's, which is currently
under processin this office. The applicant's family has been contintiously
residing in this village for the past fifteen years. The applicant
family consists of the following members:

Name.Tahira Akhter D/O.Mohd Subhan Gojree Profession Labour

1,Raja begum,Mother, House wife

2,Mohd Amin brother student

3.suhailAhmad brother student

4.Mariya subhan sister student

There is no other member in the family besides those listed
above.

The family's total income from all sources has been declared
as.100000.Therefore, if any individual or persons have any objection
regarding the issuance of this certificate, they are advised to submit
their objections to this office within seven days. After the expiry
of this period, no objections will be entertained.

TEHSILDAR OFFICE HANDWARA

Laptop Care House

Wholesale Dealer Of New And Pre Used Laptops
DEALS IN ALL KINDS OF LAPTOPS AND ACCESSORIES
REPAIRING OF: ALL TYPES OF LAPTOPS & DESKTOPS

GOVERNMENT OF (U.T) JAMMU & KASHMIR

Office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.

Ground Water Division Srinagar | Baghi-Ali-Mardan, Nowshara Srinagar
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS
GIST of Detailed e— NIT No: - 78/JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2025-26.

For and on behalf of Government of UT of J&K, e-tenders from reputed and resourceful Firms/Companies/drilling agencies/Joint Ventures etc for
“registered Contractors of Civil Contractors “(CIVIL CEE/DEE)” having similar type of experience of Civil Works™ as per details given below. The
bidding process shall be completed online on www.jktenders.gov.in in two covers viz. Cover 1* consisting of Pre Qualification Criteria, General
Terms and Conditions and Technical Specifications and Cover 2™ shall consist of Financial Bid in the prescribed BOQ.

S No Name of work Est. Cost Eamest Ef“:;:i:rf Time of Class of |Major Head| Tender
’ Rs. in Lacs completion | Contract | /Sub-Head | Call
money |Document
Repair and renovation of Divisional Office by way
of Repairs to the existing Toilet in the Premises of Rs. 0.77 Civil «
| Building of the Jal Shakti (PHE) Ground Water | Lacs | & 23307 | Rs.50- 1 15days | ppppp | M&R )1
Division Srinagar.

Position of Funds: - Available

1. Authorization conveyed by the Chief Engineer Kashmir (Jal Shakti) PHE Deptt. Srinagar vide letter No: CE/PHE/DB/9394-95, dated: 10-07-2024.
2. Superintending Engineer (Jal Shakti) PHE Mechanical Circle North Srinagar’s letter No: PHE/MCN/238/1357-58, dated: 30-07-2024
The Bidding Documents and other details can be downloaded from the website: https://www.jktenders.gov.in From 29.01.2026 (10:00
AM) UPTO 09.02.2026 (03:00 PM)
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings (if any), Bill of quantities
(B.0.Q), Set of terms, conditions of contract and other details can be seen / downloaded from the website: https://www.jktenders.gov.in
As per Critical Dates/Information scheduled given below

Table-II
1. Publishing Date 29-01-2026 (10:00 A.M)
2. Period of Downloading of Bids 29-01-2026 (10:00 A.M) upto 09-02-2026 (03:00 P.M)
3. Period of Submission of bids 29-01-2026 (10:00 A.M) upto 09-02-2026 (03:00 P.M)
4. Date of opening of Tender. 10-02-2026 (01:00 P.M)
5. Tender Receiving Authority: Executive Engineer , Jal Shakti (PHE) Ground Water Srinagar Kashmir-190011
Cost of Tender Document : Non-Refundable should be in form of DD /TR/e-challan/ via online deposited to Account
Head 0215 or in the below mentioned account Number in favour of Executive Engineer (Jal Shakti) PHE Ground
Water Division Srinagar( at Saddar Treasury Srinagar) (The firm shall specify the name of work for which apply)
Name of Bank Jammu & Kashmir Bank
Name of Residency Road, Lal Chowk-190001
Branch
Name of Executive Engineer PHE Ground Water
Account Division Srinagar.
6. Account Type Current Accounts Government.
Account 0005 0405 0004 7709
Number
IFSC Code JAKAOCHINAR
MICR Code 190051056
NOTE: In case the firm/agency/contractor submits/uploaded scanned copy of tender document fee in the shape of
of DD /TR/ e-challan/ via online, the hard copies shall have be submitted in the divisional office before opening of cover
2™ (Financial Cover) of e-NIT
7. Bid Validity Period: 180 Days
8. The bids can be downloaded or uploaded on www. Jktenders.gov.in

Bids must be accompanied by bid security viz: Earnest Money in shape of CDR/FDR and (The date of CDR/FDR etc must not be prior to 03
months from the date of issuance of this e-Nit and Treasury Receipt (mentioning therein the NIT No., S.No. of work and Advertised Cost as per
the NIT) as cost of Tender Document under Account Head 0215 to be pledged in favour of the Executive Engineer Ground Water Division
Srinagar (as specified in the table (I) (Page 1st). Bid security will have to be in any one of the forms as specified in the bidding documents and
shall be valid for 180 Days after opening of bid. Bids will be opened in the Office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Ground Water
Division Srinagar (H.Q. Baghi-Ali-Mardan, Nowshara Srinagar) on 10.02.2026 at 01:00 pm. If the office happens to be closed on the date of
opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

No: JS-PHE/GWDS/25-26/Camp/ 18071-80
Dated: 28-01-2026

DIPK: 10565/25 | Dated: 03-02-2026

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt. Ground Water
Division Srinagar
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¥389.39 Cr Released for Flood

Restoration Works in J&K: Dy CM

B HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 3:
Deputy Chief Minister Surinder
Choudhary today said that Rs
289.39 crores were released
during the current financial
year, 2025-26, under the State
Disaster Response Fund (SDRF),
besides an amount of Rs. 100.00
crores (Rs 5.00 crore for each
district) has been released
under the UT Capex Budget
(2025-26) of DMRRR under the
activity "Flood Relief Measures"
to undertake urgent flood
restoration works across Jammu
and Kashmir.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said this while replying to a
question, on behalf of Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah, raised
by Legislator Rajiv Jasrotia in the
House.

He informed the Assembly
that no funds till date have been
released by the Government of

India for flood restoration works
during the current financial year
2025-26.

The Deputy CM also said
that based on the report of
Inter-Ministerial Central Team
(IMCT), the Gol under SASCI
(Scheme for Special Assistance
to States for Capital
Investment) has allocated Rs.
1431.00 Cr. for J&K for flood
restoration works.

He added that, Jal Shakti
Department has received funds
for ongoing flood management
projects under Flood
Management & Border Area
Programme (FMBAP) during the
current financial year. He said
that the released funds are
mainly for Flood Management
Works JK-21, JK-22, JK-23
amounting to Rs. 164.35 lacs and
for Comprehensive Flood
Management of River Jhelum,
Phase-II (Part-A) amounting to
Rs. 6041.25 lacs.

128 Brick Kilns out of 199 deposit royalty in
Budgam: Deputy Chief Minister

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR FEB 3 : Deputy Chief
Minister Surinder Choudhary today
informed the House that there are 199
Brick Kilns in the district Budgam out
of which 128 Brick kilns have deposited
the royalty in District Mineral officer
Budgam on account of Consumption of
Brick earth during the current financial
year.

The Deputy Chief Minister said this while
replying toa question regarding Brick Kilns,
raised by Legislator Dr. Shafi Ahmad Wani
in the Legislative Assembly.

Heinformed the house that the Geology
and Mining Department is entrusted to
monitor the raw material procured by the
unit holders for processing and its
transportation comes fromlegitimate sources
only.

The Deputy CM added that as per records
provided by DMO, Budgam, 107 Crusher
unit holders and 44 Hot wet mix plants
are registered on the departmental web
portal, geologyminingjk.gov.in with
updation of legal quantity and its sale/
transportation through proper e- challans/
e-permits only.

Replying to supplementary question,
raised by Legislator Ali Mohammad Dar,

the Deputy Chief Minister said that the
Government will examine the recent
demolition of brick kilns in Budgam
district.

G&B Hostels ready for admissions in
Kupwara, Handwara: Javed Rana

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR FEB 3 : Government today informed
the Legislative Assembly that Gujjar & Bakerwal Girls
Hostel Zangli, Kupwara and Guijar Bakerwal Boys
Hostel, Handwara are completed and are ready to
commence admission process from next academic
session.

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR FEB 3 : Minister
forHealthand Medical Education,
SakeenaItoo today remarked that
strengthening of existing medical
infrastructure is top priority of
the Government and creation of
any additional Medical Blocks
shall be considered subject to

requirement, feasibility,
availability of manpower and
infrastructure.

The Health Minister said this
while replying to a question of
Legislator Sheikh Ahsan Ahmad
on Medical Blocks during ongoing
Budget Session of J&K Legislative
Assembly.

The Minister informed the

STRENGTHENING OF EXISTING MEDICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
GOVERNMENT'S TOP PRIORITY: SAKEENA ITOO

House thatdistrict Srinagar, having
a population of over 15 lakh, is
presently having one Medical Block
and four Medical Zones and these
four Medical Zones are functioning
directly under the administrative
control of Chief Medical Officer,
Srinagar.

She added that the
administrative, supervisory and
field-levelimplementation of health
programmes in district Srinagar
isbeing carried out smoothly and
satisfactorily with existing
manpower and infrastructure,
with no major impediments
reported inthe delivery of health
care services under the present
administrative setup.

The Health Minister also

Replying to a question raised by Choudhary
Mohammad Akram in the House, Minister for Tribal
Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana stated that twin hostels
are complete and are ready for admission of the
students.

He said that the budgetary Provision for dietary
items, bedding and other miscellaneous expenses
to run the hostels have been projected in revised
estimates 2025-2026 and budget estimates for the
year 2026-2027.

Regarding the construction of Gujiar & Bakerwal
Girls Hostel Budgam and Gujjar & Bakerwal Girls
Hostel Baramulla, Minister informed that the Hostels
are at finishing level and will be completed soon.
However, some works related to electricity, power,
water connection are pending and the matter has
been taken up with concerned executive agency, so
that the admission process can be initiated from the
next academic session.

The Minister also said thatland has been transferred

informed the House that District
Srinagarisadministratively covered
by four Medical Zones and one
Medical Block, collectively catering
totheeight Assembly Constituencies
of district Srinagar.

She added that the existing
health care delivery mechanism
inthedistrictis being adequately
supported by the presence of
premier tertiary and secondary
health care institutions like
Government Medical College
Srinagar, Gousia Hospital, SKIMS
Soura, SMHS Hospital, JLNM
Hospitaland SKIMS Bemina, which
significantly enhance patient
careservicesand helpin managing
the patientand service load across
the district.

DDC Kishtwar chairs District Level Cooperative

Development Committee Meeting

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

KISHTWAR, FEBRUARY 03: The
5th meeting of the District Level
Cooperative Development Committee
(DLCDC)was held today toreview the
workingand progress of the Cooperative
sector in Kishtwar District.

District Development Commissioner
(DC)and the Chairmanofthe Committee,
Pankaj Kumar Sharma chaired the
meeting.

The meeting was convened by the
Deputy Registrar, Mirza Mumtaz Igbal
and attended by ADDC, Vinod Kumar
Behnal; ACP, Neeraj Sharma; AD
Handicrafts, Pardeep Shan; CAO, Kushal
Chandel; AR Cooperative, Amit Sharma;
AR Cooperative,Sanjay Singh; BM JCCB,
Sameer Nabi; TSO; Inspector Fisheries
and other concerned.

Detailed discussions were held on
the computerization of PACS under
the 2nd phase,implementation of the
World’s Largest Grain Storage Plan,

of PACS as Pradhan Mantri Kisaan
Samridhi Kendras/Kisaan Khidmat
Ghars.

The District Development

at the grassroots level, including the
operationalization of PM Kisaan
Samridhi Kendras/Kisaan Khidmat
Ghars, identification of feasible and

in favour of Tribal Affairs department for the
construction of ST/G&B Girls Hostel at Srinagar.

approval of projects under the
Cooperativelnfrastructure Development
Fund (CIDF) Scheme and establishment

Commissioner directed the officers
and committee members to expedite
the implementation of the initiatives

suitable land parcels for the Grain
Storage Planand timely computerization
of PACS (2nd phase).

DDC Budgam reviews progress of PM-SYM Scheme in the District

Directs to accelerate enrolment of eligible beneficiaries

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM, FEBRUARY 3: District
Development Commissioner (DDC)
Budgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-ud-Din
Bhat, today chaired a review
meeting to assess the progress of
the Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi
Maandhan Scheme (PM-SYM) in
the district.

During the meeting, the
departments were assigned specific
targets regarding registration of
eligible beneficiaries under the
Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi
Maandhan Scheme.

The DDC was informed that
4,415 beneficiaries have been
registered sofarinBudgamdistrict

under the Scheme.

The DDC stressed the need to
significantly increase enrolment
and directed all concerned officers
tospeed up theregistration process
soastoensure maximum coverage
of eligible workers in the district.

He instructed the line
departments to intensify
mobilisation and outreach efforts
at the field level and to adopt a
mission-mode approach for
achieving higher registrations
under the Scheme.

The DDC emphasised that
special focus should be laid on
workers engaged in unorganised
sectors including agriculture,
handloom, handicrafts, municipal

services and other informal
occupations. He further directed
that the departments including
Assistant Director Handicrafts,
Executive Officers of Municipal
Committees and Chief Education
Officer (CEO) shall ensure
registration of beneficiaries falling
within the eligible age group of
18-40 years under the PM-SYM
scheme.The DDC further directed
officers toensure close monitoring,
regular reporting and effective
coordinationamong departments
toremove bottlenecks and facilitate
faster enrolment of eligible
beneficiaries.

The DDC also directed the
District Manager, CSC to depute

employees to block centres and
Municipal Committee offices to
facilitate on-the-spotregistration
of eligible workers.

He called uponall departments
to work in close coordination to
achieve tangibleimprovementin
registrations under the Scheme
in Budgam.

The meeting was attended by
the Chief Education Officer, Chief
Agriculture Officer, ChiefExecutive
Officer Municipal Council Budgam,
Assistant Labour Commissioner,
Assistant Director Handloom/
Handicrafts, Executive Officers of
various Municipal Committees,
and District Manager CSC,among
other concerned officers.

DC Budgam takes stock of NRLM
Progress in the district

B HT NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM, FEBRUARY 3: A detailed review meeting of
the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM)was convened
today under the chairmanship of the Deputy Commissioner
(DC)Budgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-ud-Din, to assess the progress
and implementation of livelihood-oriented interventions
in the district.

The meeting was attended by CPO Budgam, Javaid
Ahamd Najar; District Programme Managers, Jammu &
Kashmir Rural Livelihoods Mission (JKRLM), Mohammad
SaliyaBhatand ZahidaRashid, along withallBlock Programme
Managers of the district.

During the meeting, an in-depth review of the
current status of implementation, achievements on
the ground, and the roadmap ahead for strengthening
livelihoods under NRLM was undertaken. Detailed
discussions were held on key performance indicators,
outreach of Self Help Groups (SHGs), and measures
required for further consolidation of livelihood initiatives
across the district.

Acomprehensive presentation was made by the District
Programme Managers NRLM, wherein the progress achieved,
major interventions, and ongoing activities of JKRLM in
Budgam were highlighted. The presentation also outlined
future strategies aimed at enhancing income generation
and self-reliance among SHG members.

Various proposals were placed before the Chair, including
the provision of dedicated spaces for marketing SHG products
within the district, allocation of marketing spaces at
identified hotspots, and strengthening of the financial
inclusion component through the provision of tablets and
laptops for Business Correspondents, Bank Sakhis and
Bima Sakhis. These initiatives were aimed at improving
digital access, financial literacy,and market linkage support
for SHG members.

The DC assured that full cooperation and administrative
support shall be extended for strengthening the financial
inclusionvertical under NRLM, and emphasized that market
access and institutional support are critical for the
sustainability of SHG-based enterprises.

The DCdirected that appropriate support mechanisms
and remedial measures shall be explored to mitigate the
impact on livelihoods and ensure continuity of income-
generating activities for the affected SHG members.

The DC emphasised that concerted efforts must be
continued withrenewed focus, accountability,and outcome-
oriented planning. He reiterated that the district
administration remains fully committed to the welfare,
economic empowerment, and capacity building of SHG
members under NRLM.

The DC further stressed the importance of inter-
departmental convergence, effective monitoring, and
timely execution of approved initiatives to maximize
the impact of NRLM interventions at the grassroots
levels.
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JioBlackRock launches low-cost digital investment advisory
platform, targets mass wealth inclusion in India

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

HYDERABAD,FEB3: JioBlackRock
Investment Advisers Private Limited,
a 50:50 joint venture between Jio
Financial Services Limited and
BlackRockInc.,onTuesday announced
the launch of JioBlackRock
Personalised Investment Advice, a
digital-firstadvisory platformaimed
atdemocratisingwealthmanagement
for retail investors across India.

The new offering seeks toaddress
a key structural gap in India’s
financial ecosystem, where
household savings remain heavily
skewed towards physical and low-
yield assets such as fixed deposits,
real estate and gold, the company
said in a release.

While retail participation in
capitalmarkets hasincreased, access
tounbiased, personalised investment
advice has largely remained

restricted to high-net-worth
individuals due to high costs and
relationship-manager-led models.

JioBlackRock’s platformdelivers

institutional-grade investment
advice atasignificantly lower cost,
leveraging Aladdin, BlackRock’s
globally recognised investmentand
risk management technology,
combined withJio Financial Services’
extensive digital reach.

Investors can begin with a
minimum investment of Rs.10,000,
while portfolios are monitored daily
and supported by automated
rebalancing alerts to keep them

aligned with changing market
conditions and life goals.

The service is priced at Rs.350
peryear,or0.35%annually forassets
under advisory above Rs.1lakh, with
the first three months offered free
as an introductory incentive. This
pricing strategy  positions
JioBlackRock among the most
competitively priced advisory
services in the Indian market,
reinforcing its focus on scale and

affordability.

Commenting on thelaunch, Isha
M Ambani, Non-Executive Director,
Jio Financial Services, said the
initiative aligns with India’s long-
term economic vision of becoming
a developed nation by 2047,
emphasising the need to convert
household savings into productive
investments. BlackRock COO Rob
Goldstein highlighted that the
platformintroducesanewbenchmark
fordigitalinvestmentadviceinIndia
by combining personalised guidance
with institutional-quality risk
analytics.

Marc Pilgrem, MD & CEO of
JioBlackRock Investment Advisers,
noted that the company aims to
build “wealthinclusion at scale” by
integrating with India Stack
infrastructure such as Aadhaar, UPI
and Account Aggregators, enabling
aseamlessand transparentinvestor
experience.

JioBlackRock Personalised
Investment Advice is currently
accessible via the JioFinance.UNI

Bajaj Housing Finance Q3FY26 PAT up
21pc YoY at Rs 665 crore

m UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

MUMBALI, FEB 3 : Non-deposit-taking housing
finance company (HFC) BajajHousing Finance officially
announced on Monday that its Q3FY26 standalone
net profitrose by 21.32% to touch Rs 664.89 crore on
the backofa 16.16% increase in revenue from operations

to Rs 2,697.30 crore in Q3FY25.

According to the company statement, its Net
Interest Income (NII) for Q3FY26 stood at Rs 963
crore, rising by 19% as against Rs 806 crore in Q3FY25,
while net total income surged 24% to Rs 1,153 crore

from Rs 933 crore.

The company stated that its profit before tax in
the December 2025 quarter stood at Rs 864.54 crore,
rising by 21.25% from Rs 713.02 crore posted in the
corresponding quarter of the previous fiscal year.

The companyreported strong quarterly performance
for Q3FY26, with assets under management (AUM)
rising 23% to Rs 1,33,412 crore as of 31 December
2025, up from Rs 1,08,314 crore a year ago.

Operating expenses to net total income improved
to 19% from 19.8% in the year-ago period. Exceptional
items of Rs 13.14 crore included a one-time impact
from higher gratuity liability following changesin
the New Labour Codes issued by the government
in November 2025, according to the company

statement.

According to the statement, loan losses and
provisions increased to Rs 56 crore in Q3 FY26 from
Rs 35 crore in Q3 FY25, including a Rs 10 crore

management overlay release.

The company's asset quality remained healthy,
with gross and net NPA at 0.27% and 0.11% as of
December 31, 2025, versus 0.29% and 0.13% a year
ago. The provisioning coverage ratio on stage-3 assets
stood at 59%, while the capital adequacyratio, including
Tier-1l capital, was 23.15%, according to the company

statement.UNI

US move to reduce import tariffs on Indian

goods a watershed moment : TMB
m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

CHENNAI, FEB 3 : The Tamilnad
Mercantile Bank (TMB) on Tuesday said

the recent India-US trade agreement,
which has led to a significant rollback

of punitive tariffs and reduced US duties
on Indian goods to a more competitive

level, is a watershed moment for export
oriented sectors like textiles and

apparel. Indian Textile exports to the
US were under pressure due to the tariff
overhang,impacting clusters suchas Tiruppur
and other MSME hubs, TMB MD and CEO

Salee Nair said in a statement here.

"With these barriers now easing, we
expectarevivalinexportdemand, healthier

order pipelines and improved pricing

This is likely to translate into higher
working capital requirements, capacity
expansion and greater demand for
structured trade finance and credit support
from the banking system.
For banks like TMB, with deep-rooted
relationships in textile and MSME clusters
across Tamil Nadu, this creates an
opportunity to support sustainable growth
through timely credit, export finance
and supply chain solutions, he said.
When viewed alongside agreements
suchasthelndiaEU deal, these developments
strengthen India’s export ecosystem
and align well with the Viksit Bharat 2047
visionofaglobally competitive, manufacturing
led economy, he added.UNI

HC pulls up Wipro for denying ex-gratia to
former employee, slaps Rs 50,000 costs

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

BENGALURU, FEB 3 : The Karnataka
High Court hasimposed costs of Rs.50,000
on Wipro Enterprises Pvt Ltd for "abusing
the process of law" by denying payment of
acontractually promised ex-gratiaamount
to a former employee and subjecting him
to prolonged litigation.

Justice Sachin Shankar Magadum
dismissed the company's appeal challenging
aBengalurucity civil courtorder thatdirected
Wipro to pay Rs.6.32 lakh as ex-gratia along
with 10 per centinteresttoits former regional
manager, Ratnesh Pandey.

Observing that a corporate entity is
expected to act fairly and responsibly, the
High Court said the appeal reflected a
vexatious and unjustified resistance to an
admitted liability, compelling the employee
toundergo unnecessary litigation to secure
a legitimate claim.

Pandey, aged 51, was employed with
the company from 2005 to 2017 in various
capacities. Upon his resignation in August
2017, Wipro had offered him an ex-gratia
amount of Rs.6.32 lakh, payable after 18
months, subject to three conditions — that
he should not solicit or influence Wipro
employees, disclose details if approached
by any employee, and not join specified
competing companies including Philips
India Ltd and Bajaj Electricals Ltd during
the stipulated period.

The company later declined to make
the payment, contending that Pandey had
not formally accepted the ex-gratia offer
letter dated September 18, 2017.

However, the civil court, while decreeing
the suit on July 23, 2024, held that the
offer letter did not prescribe any deadline
for acceptance and noted that Wipro's
representative had acknowledged receipt
of the acceptance letter on March 22,
2019.The court further observed that the
company had never alleged breach of any
of the three stipulated conditions by the
employee.

Accordingly, the civil court ordered
Wipro to pay the ex-gratia amount with
10 per centinterest from February 19,2019,
the date on which the 18-month period

Initsappeal before the High Court, Wipro

argued that the offer stood revoked due to

non-acceptance within a reasonable time
under the Indian Contract Act, 1872, and
that acceptance after 18 months could not
be considered valid.

Rejecting the contention, the High Court
held that the contractual scheme clearly
showed that the employee'sright toreceive
ex-gratiawas contingent upon compliance
with the stipulated conditions and not on
formal communication of acceptance.

The court said the concluding line in
the offer letter seeking a signed copy for
records could not be treated as amandatory
condition precedent for crystallisation of
rights.

The court further observed that even
inthe absence of express written acceptance,
acceptance could be inferred from the
conduct of the employee, particularly since
there was no allegation of breach of any
condition.

Holding that the company had raised
hyper-technical objections to defeat a
legitimate contractual claim, the High Court
said such a defenceran contrary to Sections
7 and 8 of the Indian Contract Actand settled
principleslaid down by the Supreme Court.

HOUSING
FINANCE

power for exporters”, he said.

had ended.

UNI
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BENGALURU, FEB 3: Industry
captainsonMondayraised concerns
overthereal-world impact ofIndia’s
union Budget, highlighting that
it falls short in supporting
manufacturing, MSMEs, and high-
tech startups—sectors critical for
economicgrowthand employment.

Industry captains noted that
while the country has a potential
advantage over the next 25 years,
the middle class, particularly in
IT, has plateaued, and growth has
slowed to mid-single digits. With
the nextphase of growth expected
from manufacturing, they
questioned whether the budget
provides adequate measures to
support the sector. "Honestly, we
have to look at a microscope—
there's virtually nothing at the
micro level," they said in a panel
discussion at BCIC Post-Budget
Analysisof the union Budget 2026-
2027.Despite heavy promotion of
the "Make inIndia" initiative over
the last five to seven years,
manufacturingaccounted foronly
16.6% of GDP in 2012-2013 and
stands at 17.5% today. The
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme exists, but only 12% of
promised funds have been
disbursed, and companies face

complex rules and product
classification issues.

While infrastructure
improvements like roads and
initiatives suchas "China plus one"
may improve supply chains,
industry captains described them
astoolimited to create real impact.
Traditional manufacturing, such
as container production, lags far
behind global competitors, and
tool rooms remain underfunded
and understaffed, limiting overall
performance. Government support
barely touches Rs.5,000 crores,
far below the scale needed for
meaningful change.

MSMEs, which generate 62%
ofalljobs,alsoface major challenges
despitetheirkeyroleinemployment.
Industry captains highlighted that
MSMEs maintained staff during
the COVID-19 pandemic, unlike
some large corporations that
resorted to layoffs.

Regulatory hurdles—including
multiple approvals for
environmental and fire safety
compliance, inconsistent state-
levelincentives,and lack of scale—
continue to hinder growth. They
emphasized that government
procurement could provide
significantrelief: even allocating
25%of purchases to MSMEs would
give them cash flow certainty. Fear

offailure,complexrules,and limited
access tofinancing furtherrestrict
thesector's potential. Standardized
support, streamlined regulations,
and guaranteed government
procurement are seen as critical
steps to transform MSMEs into
sustainable employment engines.

Startups, particularlyin Aland
high-techindustries, face additional
constraintsrelated totalent, energy,
and infrastructure. India has
numerous universities, but only
around 10 are capable of frontier
research. Bureaucratic
requirements, such as GST and
DSIR compliance, block effective

grant utilization.

Talented researchers abroad
hesitate toreturn due to taxation
on foreignincome andrestrictive
definitions of "expert." Energy
availability is inconsistent, with
solar generation present but
minimal storage, outdated EV
charging standards, and political
interference affecting private
investment. Infrastructure gaps,
such as fragmented regulations
for data centers and industrial
zones, weakintellectual property
protection, and lack of a national
framework, expose startups to
litigation and operational risks.

Experts raise concerns over 2026-27 budget for minimal impact on manufacturing growth

Private investment, industry
captainssaid,depends on consistent
incentives and regulatory clarity.
Since 1991, capital flows in India
have historically followed incentive
structures, but today, much private
capital remains idle in bank
accounts due to uncertainty.

Startups require long-term
visibility, and retrospective or
abruptrule changes erode investor
trust. While incentives for data
centers have been clarified until
2047, broader policy consistency
is lacking, heightening fears of
regulatory and litigation risks.

Overall, expertsargue that the
budgetserveslargely asastatement
of intent rather than actionable
execution. Low-hanging reforms
could have been implemented to
ease private enterprise, yet
government interference often
slows progress.

Sectors like IT services,
manufacturing, MSMEs, and
startupsrequire long-term clarity,
consistent policies, infrastructure
support, and financial incentives
to realize India's demographic
dividend and emerge as a global
growth engine. Without such
measures, experts warn, Indiarisks
underutilizingits talentand capital,
and missing a crucial decade for
growth. UNI

Kotak Mutual Fund launches Kotak services

fund; NFO opens on Feb 4

E  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

HYDERABAD, FEB 3 : Kotak
Mahindra Asset Management Company
Ltd. (Kotak Mutual Fund) on Tuesday
announced thelaunch of Kotak Services
Fund, an open-ended equity scheme
focused onIndia’s fast-growing services
sector.The New Fund Offer (NFO) will
open on February 4, 2026 and close
on February 18, 2026, the company
saidinarelease The fund aimsto provide
investors exposure to India’s services
economy, which contributes about 55
percent to the country’s Gross Value
Added (GVA) and employs nearly 31.5
percent of the workforce.

The scheme will invest across
service-oriented segments including
consumer services, financial services,
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growthpotential.Nilesh Shah, Managing
Director of Kotak Mahindra Asset
Management Company, said the services
sector is witnessing a structural
transformation driven by rising

HYDERABAD, FEB 3 : EBG Group
on Tuesday announced a major
expansionintoIndia’s film and content
ecosystem with the launch of its new

EBG Group launches EBG films, ties up with button
creative; commits Rs.50 cr annually for content

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

haslined up projectsincluding a biopic
onSwami Vivekanandaand Vayuputra.

Collaborations are planned with
Green Gold AnimationPvt.Ltd. (creators
of ChhotaBheem)and industry partners,
including executive producer Shamsi

kotak

Mutual Fund

IT, healthcare, telecom, logistics, power,
and oil & gas.Kotak Services Fund will
follow a Growth at Reasonable Price
(GARP) strategy with a bottom-up
Business-Management-Value (BMV)
framework, investing across market
capitalisations.The focus will be on
quality businesses with strong cash
flows, scalable models, and long-term

incomes, digital adoption, and
urbanisation, creating long-term
investment opportunities.Fund
Manager Rohit Tandon noted that the
services theme offersablend of stability
and growth, adding that the portfolio
will focus on companies capable of
sustaining margins, upgrading business
models,and deploying capital efficiently.

TheNFOisavailable withaminimum
investment of Rs.1,000, and the fund
is suitable for investors seeking long-
term capital appreciation through
diversified exposure to service-oriented
businesses.UNI

subsidiary EBGFilmsand theintegration
of long-time creative partner Button
Creative.

The Group has committed Rs 50
crore per year to fund feature films,
biopics, originals, and creator-driven
projects.

Under the partnership, Button
Creative will lead advertising and
branded content, while EBG Films will
focus on feature films, biopics,
mythology-drivenoriginals,and creator
funding (Rs.1-Rs.5 crore budgets), the
company said in a release.

Irfan Khan, Founder & CEO, said

EBG EBG EBG

theinitiative aims toelevate storytelling
across formats, adding that one project
is already completed with more
announcements expected soon.
EBGFilmsis set to collaborate with
aleading South Indian superstar and

Abbas.

Button Creative co-founders
Shafique Shad Fakih, Rohit Prakash,
and AkanschaRavindra Srivastava said
thealliance unlocks data-driveninsights
across EBG’s brand portfolio while
enabling faster, creativity-first
execution.

Hari Kiran, Co-Founder & COO of
EBG Group, said that the Group will
also expand branded content for
portfolio brands, launch a podcast
serieson underdog founders, and keep
sustainability and socialimpactat the
core of its creative push.UNI
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Harmanpreet, Smriti, Divya Deshmukhamong
nominees for2025BBC sports awards

H  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: Skipper Harman-
preet Kaur and her deputy Smriti
Mandhana, who were central to
India's historic 2025 Women's World
Cup triumph, and chess prodigy
Divya Deshmukh are among the
nominees for the 2025 BBCIndian
Sportswoman of the Year Awards.

Pistol shooting sensation Su-
ruchi Singh and track and field
athlete Jyothi Yarraji are the oth-
er two nominations for the pres-
tigious annual award for the year
2025."Indian Sportswoman of the
Year marks a year of sporting bril-
liance for women across India, and
the BBC World Service plays an
essential role in showcasing and
celebrating those endeavours like
no other media provider.

"We're thrilled to give these
women a platform to amplify their
hard-earned achievements to au-
diences in India and around the
world," Fiona Crack, Interim Glob-
al Director, BBC News, said in a
release.

Kaur, the captain of the Indian
women's cricket team, led the
country toits maiden ICCWomen's
World Cup titlein November 2025.

Playing on home soil, she led
from the front with an 88-ball 89,
chasingatall target of 339 runsin
the semi-finals against Australia.

In another World Cup semi-

final agamst the same opponent
back in 2017, her innings of 171
not out is still widely regarded as
one of the greatest innings in
women's cricket. She has featured
inTime magazine's 2023 list of Top
100 Emerging Leaders and BBC's
100 Most Inspiring Women.

Mandhana, the vice-captain of
the same team, is already making
a claim for a place among the all-
time greats of the sport.

The 29-year-old left-hander has
the second-highest number of
centuries in one-day internation-
als and the third-highest runs
among current players.

Hailing from Sangli city in Ma-
harashtra, Mandhanawasinspired
by her father and brother, both of
whom played cricket at the district
level. In September last year, she
made a 50-ball hundred against
Australia, the fastest ton by an
Indian in the format, breaking Vi-
rat Kohli's record.

She has been named the ICC
Women's Cricketer of the Year twice,
in 2018 and 2021. A 20-year-old
chess prodigy, Deshmukh script-
ed history last July by becoming
the first Indian and the youngest
ever champion of the FIDE Wom-
en's World Cup. The feat earned
her grandmaster status.

In the finals, it was a passing
of baton moment as Deshmukh
defeated Koneru Humpy, the first
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Indian woman to become a grand-
master. Bornin Nagpur, Deshmukh
started playing chess at the young
age of five.

Within two years, she became
the Under-7 national champion
andin 2017, she bagged the World
Youth Chess Championship title
in the girls' under-12 category.

In 2022, she played a key role
inIndia's bronze-winning team at
the Olympiad. Two years later, it
was time for bigger glory as she

bagged anindividual gold and was
also partofthe team that finished
top of the podium.

In shooting, Singh emerged as
one of the top players by consis-
tently winning medals ininterna-
tional competitions, including ISSF
World Cups and World Champion-
ships. Hailing from Haryana, she
made headlines in 2024, winning
seven gold medals at the National
Shooting Championship.

Less than a year later, the

19-year-old made her senior in-
ternational debut, quickly estab-
lishing herself on the global stage.

In2025, she wonindividual gold
medalsinthe ISSFWorld Cup series
held in Buenos Aires, Lima, and
Munich, completing arare golden
treble. In Lima, she secured gold
in the mixed team event.

At the Asian Shooting Cham-
pionship, she won a bronze med-
al in the women's team event
alongside Manu Bhaker and Palak

Gulia. In September, she became
the top-ranked woman shooterin
the ISSF 10m air pistol category.

As far as Yarraji is concerned,
she became the first Indian wom-
anto qualify for the Olympics 100m
hurdles in the 2024 Paris Games.

Overcoming hurdles has never
been a problem for Yarraji as the
26-year-old was born in a family
with limited means and her father
worked as a security guard and
mother a domestic worker.

In 2022, she broke the nation-
al record for the 100m hurdles,
clocking 13.23 seconds, and has
since surpassed her own record
multiple times.

She also excelled at the 2022
National Games, claiming multiple
gold medals across sprint and
hurdle events, and earned bronze
atthe World University Games and
silver at the 2022 Asian Games.

In 2023, Yarraji won gold at the
AsianIndoor Athletics Champion-
shipsinthe 60m hurdles and silver
at the Asian Athletics Champion-
ships, cementing her reputation
as Asia's top hurdler.

She alsowon the 100m hurdles
gold medal at the Asian Athletics
Championships 2025 in Gumi.

These athletes have been short-
listed by an eminent jury of sports
editors, writers and specialists,
following an evaluation of perfor-
mances over the past year.

Hazlewood could
miss the early phase of
the World Cup, Abbott

added as reserve
m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

SYDNEY: Australia fast bowler Josh Hazlewood
could miss the early stages of the T20 World Cup as
he will remain in Sydney to continue his rehab from
an Achilles issue. Sean Abbott has been added to
Australia's World Cup squad as a travelling reserve.

Meanwhile, Glenn Maxwell, Nathan Ellis and
Tim David are set to join the squad in Colombo on
Tuesday after missing the tour of Pakistan. Australia
have awarm-up game against Netherlands on Thurs-
day before their opening match of the tournament
against Ireland on February 11.

Hazlewood told ESPNcricinfo last month that he

was confident of being ready for the start of Austra-
lia's T20 World Cup campaign in Sri Lanka next
month after seeing his Ashes wiped out by injury.

Hazlewood was ruled out of the start of the Eng-
land series with a hamstring strain and then picked
up an Achilles problem during his rehab.

But Australia's selectors and medical staff have
decided he will remain in Sydney for the time being
with selector Tony Dodemaide not putting a time-
frame on when he will arrive in Sri Lanka.

"We felt with Josh it was more practical and
beneficial for him to continue his rehabilitation at
home inafamiliar environment before travelling to
SriLanka,” Dodemaide said. "With Nathan also com-
pleting his return to play we decided to bring Sean
with us as fastbowling cover should anything come
up at short notice. "Sean is an accomplished and
versatile international player who has experienced
numerous World Cup campaigns. It made sense for
him to stay with the group following the Pakistan
tour." Australia have already lost Pat Cummins from
the T20 World Cup after he "needed more time" to
recover from the backinjury that saw him miss four
ofthe five Tests against England. Ben Dwarshuis was
added to the final 15-man squad. Matthew Short
wasalsodropped from theinitial squad and replaced
by Matt Renshaw.

Hazlewood's delayed arrival adds to the concerns
around the squad. Ellis missed both of Hobart Hur-
ricanes' BBL finals due to a hamstring concern. Da-
vid hasnot played since December 26 when heinjured
his hamstring in the BBL.

South Africa back again to get over the line that was so close last time

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA and rewards the team that can

consistently win crunch mo-
ments,and has some luck along
the way. Two years ago, South
Africa thought they were that
team. Theyreeled off eight wins
inarow toreach the T20 World
Cup final in Barbados, wereina
winning position at 151 for 4 in
the 17th over, chasing 177, and
theninexplicably lost four wick-
ets for 17 runs in 23 balls and
learnt that hearts canbe broken
in many different ways.

Nine of the 15 members of
thatsquad are back totryagain,
under a new coach in Shukri
Conrad, and their most capped
T20Ileader Aiden Markram. On
paper, South Africa have all the

AHMEDABAD: In theory,
South Africa should no longer
gointo major tournaments won-
deringifit will finally be the one
because they've now got one to
their name. Winning the World
Test Championship last June was
the moment of triumph South
Africa have waited almostthree
decades for. Inreality, there will
still be questions over whether
they can do the same thing in
white-ball cricket, especially as
the pressures are different. Un-
like a prolonged WTC campaign
which culminates in a one-off
final, a white-ball World Cup is
high-intensity and condensed,

ingredientsto go far,withastrong
battingline-up and several bowl-
ingoptions, apart from wristspin.
But if there is one team who

est and they failed to win any of
thesixseriesthey played between
Julyand December lastyear. That
included a 3-1 defeat to India in
India, which could have raised
alarmbells, butitisworthadding
a caveat that South Africa are
rarely able to field full-strength
sidesinT20Is.Asanexample, they
had a team playing in Namibia (a
match they lost) the day before
the Test side were due to start a
matchinPakistan. Lastweek, with
thebulkoftheirfirst-choice players
available, theybeatWestIndies 2-1
to finalise their World Cup prepa-
rations on a high. It should also be
remembered thatSouthAfricawere
blanked 3-nilby WestIndies before
reaching the 2024 final.

knows tournaments are notwon
on paper, it's them. Since Conrad
tookovertheall-formatrole, South
Africa's T20Iform was their poor-
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