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Buddha's Sacred Relics Are Living Symbols
of India’s Civilisational Soul: PM Modi

Inaugurates rare exhibition in
Delhi, says relics reflect
India’s timeless bonds of
faith, spirituality and global
Buddhist heritage

m HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, JAN 3: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday asserted that
the sacred relics of Bhagwan Buddha are
not mere archaeological artefacts but an
inseparable partofIndia’s revered heritage
and living civilisation, as he inaugurated a
special exhibition showcasing ancient gems

and bone fragments associated with the
Enlightened One.

Speaking at the inauguration of “The
Lightand the Lotus: Relics of the Awakened
One” at the Qila Rai Pithora Cultural Com-
plex in south Delhi, Modi said the relics
embody India’s enduring spiritual legacy
and its deep emotional and cultural con-
nections with the Buddhist world.

“ForIndia, the sacred relics of Bhagwan
Buddha are not objects of the past. They
arealiving heritage,acivilisational treasure
that continues to inspire humanity,” the
prime minister said, addressing Buddhist
scholars, diplomats and guests from India
and abroad.

Recalling the recent return of the Pip-

rahwa Relics to India after more than
@ Tumn on Page 2

By 2029, Justice Will Be Swift,

Scientific and Certain: Amit Shah
HM Announces Nationwide Forensic Revolution in Near Future

m  HTNEWS DESK / AGENCIES

SRINAGAR, JAN 03: Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday unveiled an ambitious
vision to remake India’s criminal justice sys-
tem, asserting that by 2029 the country will
achieve a time-bound justice mechanism
where cases are concluded within three years,
from the filing of an FIR to the final verdict by

the Supreme Court.

Chairing a meeting of the Parliamentary

Consultative Committee of the Ministry of

Home Affairs at Sri Vijaya Puramin the Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands, Shah said the trans-
formation rests on a scientific, technology-
enabled forensic framework backed by
massive publicinvestment and sweepinglegal

reforms.
The meeting was attended by Union Min-
isters of State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai

and Bandi Sanjay Kumar, members of
@ Turn on Page 2

LG summons )&K

Canal System Approved With Ujh Project: Jitendra Singh

assembly for budget
session from Feb 02

m  HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

SRINAGAR,JAN 03: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha has summoned the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly to convene
forits upcomingbudget session beginning
February 02, 2026.

The summon was issued by the LG in
exercise of powers vested in him under
the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation
Act, 2019.

"I, Manoj Sinha, Lieutenant Governor
ofthe Union Territory of Jammu and Kash-
mir, in exercise of the powers conferred
upon me under Section 18(1) of the Jammu
and Kashmir Reorganisation Act,2019, do
hereby summon the Legislative Assembly
for the Union Territory of Jammu and

Kashmir to meet at Jammu on Monday;,
@ Turnon Page 2

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JAN 3: Union Minister
Jitendra Singh on Saturday
announced approval for a canal
systemalongside Ujh multipurpose
project in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kathua district to check uncon-
trolled water flow to Pakistan.

Healsoinformed that the centre
has allocated over Rs 1,400 crore
for the Union Territory to mitigate

damage to public property and
other infrastructure during last
year’s floods.

The Minister of State in the
Prime Minister’s office was speak-
ing at areview meeting in Kathua
district, part of his Udhampur par-
liamentary constituency, with the
district administration on the
developmental projects.

Singhsaid a canal systemonthe
Ujh River has been approved to

check infiltration and harness the
uncontrolled flow of water towards
Pakistan, withthe proposal cleared
by the Ministries of Defence and
Home Affairs.

He announced thatoverRs 1,400
crore has beenallocated for Jammu
and Kashmir, including Rs 10 crore
for temporary repairs in Kathua,
and minimal more thanRs 2 crore
for each of the damaged public
assets and structures, subject to

assessment by the district admin-
istration.

He said funds for restoration of
permanent infrastructure would
be provided by the respective
departments.

The minister also held a public
durbar at Kathua and pointed out
thatlong-pending projectssuchas
the Ujh Multipurpose Project and
the Shahpur Kandi Dam, which

@ Tumn on Page 2

Sub-Zero Cold Persists Across Kashmir

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JAN 3: Cold con-
ditions persisted across Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh on
Saturday, withseveral placesin
the Kashmir Valley recording
sub-zero minimum tempera-
tures, while Ladakh continued

toexperience intense cold, offi-
cials said.

According to data compiled
by Kashmir Weather, Srinagar
recorded aminimum tempera-
ture of minus 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius, while the nearby Srinagar

Airport registered a low
@ Turn on Page 2

Tourists Throng Guldanda After First Snow
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

BHADERWAH/JAMMU, JAN 3: The season’s first
snowfall, followed by bright sunshine, has transformed
Guldanda in Jammu and Kashmir’s Doda district into a

picturesque winter hotspot, attracting a large
@ Turn on Page 2

Budget session 2026-27

Each MLA can submit
20 questions, 4 resolutions

and two bills

B HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

SRINAGAR, JAN 03: Each MLA can submit twen-
ty questions, four resolutions, and two bills for the
upcoming Budget Session of the Jammu and Kashmir

J&K Proposes Incentives to Revive Sick Industries

m  HT NEWS NETWORK / KNO

SRINAGAR,JAN 03: The Jammu &Kash-
mir Government has unveiled a draft
amendmenttoitsindustrial policy 2021-30,
proposing a slew of incentives aimed at
transforming the Union Territory’s indus-

trial landscape.

The Industries and Commerce Depart-
ment has placed the proposed incentives
in the public domain to seek suggestions
from various stakeholders.

Accordingtothe proposed amendments,
a copy of which is in possession of news

agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO),
sick industries under revival will receive
the sameincentives as new industrial units
under the policy. “A special mechanism
willidentify and rehabilitate sick SME units
(as per the Reserve Bank of India definition),
and such units under revival will receive

the same incentives as new industrial units
in the current policy,” the draft states.
The amendments further provide that
MSME units in Zone A shall be eligible for
30%financial assistance, subjecttoaceiling

of Rs 50 lakh, while units in Zone B
@ Turn on Page 2

Assembly beginning February 02, 2026.
Asperabulletinissued by the Legislative Assem-
bly Secretariat, a copy of which is in possession of
news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO),each
MLA may send notices of not more than ten starred
and ten unstarred questions by or before January
12,2026. They may also submit notices of not more
than two bills by or before January 15, 2026, the

bulletin states.
@ Turnon Page 2
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Sopore Mandi, Infra
Proposal to CM

®  HT NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA, JAN 03: Cabinet Minister Javid Ahmad Dar
on Saturday chaired a high-level meeting in Baramulla to
reviewissues related to urbaninfrastructure, mandiexpan-
sion and decongestion of Sopore.

The meeting was attended by MLA Sopore Irshad Rasool
Kar, Deputy Commissioner Baramulla Minga Sherpa, and

I
officers from the Housing and Urban Development, Planning, "}H i}
Marketing, Horticulture and other concerned departments. | ii‘ !
During the meeting, detailed discussions were held on A
the proposed expansion of the mandi, availability of land, H

developmentofa truck terminal, four-laning and two-laning H‘ 5 b
of roads, creation of multi-level parking facilities, construc- Comﬁmwﬁte Approach to your Wel !
tionof newroads and installation of street lighting in Sopore. " ‘
Officials said the deliberations lasted for over 90 minutes
with inputs taken from all stakeholder departments.

Later talking to reporters, Cabinet Minister Javid
@ Turn on Page 2
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ACB Nabs Tehsil Clerk for Bribe

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR,JAN 03: The Jammu and Kashmir Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) on Saturday said to have trapped and arrested a
clerk of the Tehsil Office Central Shalteng, Srinagar, for demand-
ing and accepting a bribe of rupees 2,000 from a complainant in
exchange for erasing his detention record from official registers.

According to astatementissued to the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), the Jammu and Kashmir Anti Corruption

Bureau received a written complaint wherein the
@ Turnon Page 2
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CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

Buddha’s Sacred.....

125 years, Modi said the government, in
collaboration with the Godrej Group, had
intervened last year to prevent their auction
in Hong Kong. He described their return as a
moment of national pride and spiritual
significance.

The prime minister noted that when the
relics travelled to countries with large
Buddhist populations such as Vietnam,
Thailand and Russia, they drew massive
crowds, reflecting the shared faith and
devotion that transcend national boundaries.
“This common heritage of Lord Buddha
shows that India’s global connections go far
beyond politics or economics—they are
rooted in faith, emotion and spirituality,” he
said.

Highlighting India’s role as the custodian
of Buddhist traditions, Modi said the country
not only preserves Buddha’s relics but also
carries forward his teachings as a living
tradition. Striking a personal note, he
recalled that his birthplace Vadnagar in
Gujarat was an important centre of Buddhist
learning, while Sarnath—where Buddha
delivered his first sermon—lies close to his
parliamentary constituency of Varanasi.

Modi spoke of his journeys to major
Buddhist pilgrimage sites across the world,
both before and after becoming prime
minister, including Lumbini in Nepal, sacred
temples in Japan, China and Mongolia, and
revered sites in Sri Lanka, Thailand and
Singapore. He said these visits deepened his
understanding of the global impact of
Buddha’s message of peace, compassion and
wisdom.

He also underlined the symbolic act of
carrying saplings of the Bodhi tree to
Buddhist centres worldwide, calling it a
message of hope and humanity. “When a
Bodhi tree stands in Hiroshima, a city scarred
by atomic devastation, it conveys a powerful
message for the entire world,” he said.

The prime minister said his government is
committed to preserving and passing on
Buddhist heritage to future generations.
Initiatives such as the Global Buddhist
Summit and international observances of
Vesak and Ashadha Purnima reflect this
vision, he added.

Modi also highlighted the decision to
grant classical language status to Pali, the
language of Buddha’s sermons, saying it
would help people understand the Dhamma
inits original essence and strengthen
scholarly research into Buddhist traditions.

The Piprahwa Relics, among the earliest
and most historically significant remains
associated with Bhagwan Buddha, occupy a
central place in the study of early Buddhism.
Archaeological evidence links the Piprahwa
site to ancient Kapilavastu, believed to be the
place where Buddha spent his early life
before renunciation.

The exhibition, officials said, offers a rare
opportunity for the public to witness relics
that continue to illuminate India’s spiritual
heritage and its enduring message to the
world.

By 2029, Justice.....

the Parliamentary Consultative Commit-
tee, the Union Home Secretary, the Vice-
Chancellor of the National Forensic Sciences
University (NFSU), the Director General of
the Bureau of Police Research and Develop-
ment (BPR&D), and senior officials.

Addressing the committee, Shah said that
under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the government began
preparing for criminal justice reforms well
before the new criminal laws were enacted
in July 2024. He said reforms initiated since
2022 are now delivering tangible results,
with the Ministry of Home Affairs ensuring
continuous, 360-degree monitoring of their
implementation.

Pointing to early outcomes, the Home
Minister said investigations have become
faster and more reliable, leading to improved
conviction rates. He cited recent cases where
justice was delivered in record time, includ-
ing a minor rape case in West Bengal that
concluded with a death sentence within 62
days, and a triple murder case in Bihar's
Siwan district where convictions were
secured in just 50 days.

Shah said the government has decisively
addressed long-standing structural gaps in
forensic investigations, such as outdated
technology, fragile chain of custody, shortage
of skilled manpower, limited laboratory
infrastructure and lack of uniform national
standards. Under the new legal framework,
forensic laboratories will submit reports
directly to courts, a move aimed at strength-
ening credibility and reducing procedural
delays.

Announcing a major financial commit-
ment, Shah said 30,000 crore will be
invested over the next five years to create a
comprehensive nationwide network of
forensic laboratories. By 2029, every state
and Union Territory will have either a
forensic university or a Central Forensic
Science Laboratory. He added that nearly

1,000 crore has already been released to
strengthen state forensic labs, deploy forensic
vans and set up regional facilities.

The Home Minister said the Modi
government has modernized all five pillars of

® 00 ©

the justice system—police, courts, prisons,
forensics and prosecution—through technol-
ogy-driven initiatives such as e-Summons,
e-Sakshya, e-FIR and Zero FIR. These reforms,
he said, have made the system more acces-
sible, particularly for the poor and women.
Forensic examination has now been made
mandatory in all criminal cases punishable
with seven years or more.

He further said that crimes such as
cybercrime, organized crime, terrorism and
digital fraud have been clearly defined under
the new laws, reducing legal ambiguity.
Digital and electronic evidence has been
given strong statutory recognition, while
mandatory videography of seizures has been
introduced to ensure a robust chain of
custody.

Shah said that by November 2025, every
police station in the country has been
connected to the Crime and Criminal
Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS). Inte-
grated digital platforms now house data
related to FIRs, courts, prisons, prosecution,
forensics, fingerprints, narcotics offenders,
human trafficking and terrorism-related
cases under the UAPA, significantly improv-
ing coordination and transparency. A
dedicated Modus Operandi Bureau for crime
mapping will also be established soon.

Highlighting the role of the National
Forensic Sciences University, Shah said the
institution has achieved 100 per cent
placement so far and is poised to produce
around 35,000 forensic professionals by
2029. Fourteen NFSU campuses are opera-
tional, more than 100 training programmes
are running, and over 16,000 officers have
been trained in the past four years. He added
that NFSU has registered 46 patents—30 in
2024 alone—and has signed MoUs with 96
countries and 117 central and state govern-
ment organisations.

Concluding, the Home Minister said the
initial impact of the three new criminal laws
has been encouraging and reflects the
government’s unwavering commitment to
delivering fast, transparent and scientifically
driven justice to the people of India.

LG summons.....

the 2nd of February, 2026 at 10:00 A.M.,"
reads the summon, a copy of which is with
news agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO).

The Council of Ministers had recommend-
ed to the LG to summon the Assembly from
February 02.

The session will begin with the LG’s
address to the House on February 02 at 10:00
AM.

"I, Manoj Sinha, Lieutenant Governor of
the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir,
under the provisions of Section 21(1) of the
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act,
2019, call upon the Members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly for the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir to assemble in the
Legislative Assembly Complex at Jammu on
Monday, the 2nd of February, 2026 at 10:00
A.M. to hear my address," reads the notice
issued by the Assembly Secretariat.

After the discussions on the LG’s address
are over, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, who
holds portfolio of Finance Department, is
expected to present the Union Territory’s
second budget in the first week of February.

KNO had earlier exclusively reported that
the government was convening the session in
the first week of February 2026.

According to sources, the Budget Session
is likely to be held in two parts-the first
before the holy month of Ramadhan and the
second after Eid-ul-Fitr.

With the commencement of Ramadhan,
the Assembly is likely to go on a month-long
recess, after which the session will resume
following Eid-ul-Fitr—(KNO)

Canal System.....

had remained stalled for decades due to
politics of discrimination, were revived after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi assumed
office.

He said these projects would not only con-
tribute to regional development but also
ensure effective utilisation of India’s rightful
share of water resources that continue to
flow unutilised to Pakistan.

“Prime Minister Modi is working with a
firm resolve to ensure ease of living for every
citizen and to improve their quality of life,
irrespective of political affiliation, caste,
creed, or geographical region,” he said,
adding the inclusive development and
last-mile delivery of government services
remain the cornerstone of the Modi’s
governance model.

The minister highlighted that Kathua has
witnessed unprecedented development
across multiple sectors over the last decade.

He said several first-of-its-kind projects
have been initiated in the district, transform-
ing it into an emerging centre of education,
healthcare, connectivity, and economic
activity.

These include the establishment of a
medical college under the Rashtriya Uch-
chatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA), an engineer-
ing college, the introduction of the Vande
Bharat Express train, North India’s first
homeopathic medical college, and proposed
up-gradation of a cancer care centre to
provide advanced treatment facilities closer

to home, Singh said.

Emphasising future-oriented develop-
ment, he said Kathua is being positioned to
become a hub of education as well as a centre
of business and entrepreneurship in the
coming years.

He said an incubation centre has been
established at the Industrial Biotech Park to
promote innovation and self-employment.

“The plan is to nurture around 15 startups
every year, so that within five years, 20 to 25
entrepreneurs from small towns and villages
are created, offering youth alternative
livelihood opportunities beyond conven-
tional government jobs,” the Union minister
added.

Sub-Zero Cold......

of minus 2.0 degrees Celsius.

Tourist resort Gulmarg was the coldest
place in the Kashmir region at minus 6.5
degrees Celsius, followed by Pahalgam at
minus 5.2 degrees Celsius.

Other parts of the Valley also witnessed
freezing night temperatures. Shopian
recorded minus 4.7 degrees Celsius, Pulwa-
ma minus 3.9 degrees, Anantnag minus 3.0
degrees, and Qazigund minus 2.6 degrees
Celsius. Awantipora and Budgam recorded
minimum temperatures of minus 2.4
degrees and minus 2.0 degrees Celsius,
respectively.

Kupwara and Ganderbal both recorded
minus 1.6 degrees Celsius, while Kokernag
recorded minus 0.8 degrees. Baramulla and
Bandipora saw relatively milder conditions
with minimum temperatures of minus 0.5
degrees and minus 0.2 degrees Celsius,
respectively. Kulgam recorded a low of 1.3
degrees Celsius.

In the Jammu region, temperatures
remained above freezing but continued to
reflect winter chill in higher reaches. Jammu
city recorded a minimum of 7.9 degrees
Celsius, while Jammu Airport recorded 8.8
degrees Celsius. Bhaderwah, a hill town,
recorded a sub-zero temperature of minus
1.5 degrees Celsius.

Other places in the region recorded
minimum temperatures including Banihal at
2.7 degrees, Batote at 4.2 degrees, Udhampur
at 5.0 degrees, Rajouri at 3.2 degrees, and
Kishtwar at 3.6 degrees Celsius.

In Ladakh, cold conditions intensified
further, with Kargil recording a minimum of
minus 11.2 degrees Celsius, while Leh
recorded minus 10.6 degrees Celsius. Nubra
Valley recorded a low of minus 8.2 degrees
Celsius.

Weather officials said cold conditions are
likely to persist, especially in higher reaches,
with night temperatures remaining below
normal in several areas.

Tourists Throng.....

number of tourists and locals with its
scenic beauty.

The snowfall on New Year’s Day has
offered much-needed relief to the tourism
stakeholders hit hard by the Pahalgam terror
attack last April that killed 26 people, mostly
tourists.

The locals and the tourism players said
the snowfall, the first of the season after a
prolonged dry spell of two-and-a-half
months, drew more than 200 tourist vehicles
to Guldanda, located at a height of 9,555 ft
above sea level on the Bhadarwah-Pathankot
highway in Jammu province.

The sudden rush of visitors has brought
cheers to the faces of tour operators and
hoteliers, as all hotels and homestays are
packed to capacity, which is considered a
good omen for winter tourism.

“The tourism industry was literally on a
ventilator after the Pahalgam attack, and the
war-like situation between India and
Pakistan that followed Operation Sindoor.

“But the snowfall on the first day of 2026
acted as a catalyst to break the ice. Since the
last two days, all the hotels and guesthouses
are packed with tourists from across the
country,” Manish Kotwal, a hotelier from
Nalthi-Bhaderwah, said.

He expressed hope that the positive trend
will continue in the coming months.

Not only the hoteliers, but the small
vendors putting up makeshift shops in
Guldanda are also overjoyed with the sudden
spurt in tourist footfall.

“The tourists are very happy, and so are
we. The arrival of visitors means a source of
livelihood for the local youth. We hope this
phase continues for a longer period,” Yasir
Wani, a local vendor, said.

Tourists from Uttar Pradesh and Rajast-
han were seen enjoying the snow-clad slopes
in Guldanda and Chattargalla, describing the
experience as “fairytale-like” as they
admired the beauty of the adjoining alpine
meadows.

“We are regular visitors to the Vaishno
Devi shrine, but this is our first visit to
Bhaderwah, and the experience is unbeliev-
able. The beauty of this valley is beyond
words, and the vibe is so wonderful that we
feel like staying here forever,” Aadiya
Vajpayee, 21, from Kanpur said.

She said they reached here on New Year’s

Eve and were blessed to witness the snowfall.

“We were extremely excited to see snow
for the first time. It felt like a fairytale,”
Monica from Churu in Rajasthan said.
(Agencies)

EachMLA can.....

According to the bulletin, MLAs can
further give notices of not more than
four resolutions by or before January 17,
2026.

Sources told KNO that the Assembly
Secretariat may also issue a directive
prohibiting advance publicity of
questions, bills, and resolutions submit-
ted by MLAs, as the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in the J&K
Assembly prohibit it.

“The bills, questions, and resolutions
are the property of the House and
cannot be disclosed before being
brought in the House. Such unwarrant-
ed publicity violates parliamentary
practices and conventions. The prema-
ture disclosure of business breaches
parliamentary privilege and goes
against established rules ,” sources
said—(KNO)

J6K Proposes.....

shall be eligible for 50% financial
assistance, subject to a ceiling of Rs 1
crore.

Women-led MSME units (with at
least 51% stakes) across all zones may be
provided an additional 25% financial
assistance, as an extra benefit, the policy
notes.

The proposed initiative also provides
for reimbursement of 100% SGST to
eligible industries for five years, subject
to a ceiling of 200% of Fixed Capital
Investment (FCI) for micro enterprises
and 150% in Zone A; 150% of FCI for
small and medium enterprises in Zone B
and 100% in Zone A; and up to 100% of
FCI for medium and large enterprises in
Zone B.

The proposed incentives provide for
100% exemption from stamp duty on
land transactions in government
industrial estates, including lease deeds
and mortgage deeds.

The government also plans to
incentivise industrial units that list on
stock exchanges.

“An incentive of Rs 50 lakh shall be
provided to any industrial unit regis-
tered in Jammu & Kashmir that success-
fully lists its equity on a recognised
stock exchange in India, namely the
National Stock Exchange (NSE) or the
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE),” the
draft reads.

The initiative also proposes incen-
tives for filing patents, with reimburse-
ment of 100% of the actual filing cost on
awarded patents, subject to a ceiling of
Rs 2 lakh for domestic patents and Rs 5
lakh for international patents.

The policy further seeks to incentiv-
ise green and environmentally protec-
tive initiatives.

It provides subsidies for the adoption
of pollution control devices, rooftop
solar, rainwater harvesting, wastewater

recycling, zero-discharge processes,
solid waste management, or any other
green measures certified by the
Pollution Control Board—(KNO)

Sopore Mandi.....

Ahmad Dar said that all suggestions
and deliberations from the meeting
would be consolidated into a compre-
hensive proposal and forwarded to the
Chief Minister for approval. “The
responsibility now is to compile the
discussions and prepare a proposal
regarding the mandi and the land,
keeping in view future expansion, road
infrastructure and parking facilities.
Once sent, we will pursue it with the
Chief Minister for implementation,” he
said, according to news agency KINS.

Responding to concerns over
landslides and congestion in Baramulla,
the minister said the district adminis-
tration was closely monitoring the
situation. “There have been landslides in
Baramulla, but the Deputy Commis-
sioner is actively looking into deconges-
tion measures. Several projects are
already being taken up by the govern-
ment to address these issues,” he added.
(KINS)

ACB Nabs.....

complainant has alleged that after
being detained under preventive
action (vide Section 126/170 BNSS) by
orders of the 1st Class Executive
Magistrate of the Tehsil Office Central
Shalteng Srinagar, a clerk namely Laiq
Ahmad Nath deputed in the said office
has demanded an illegal gratification
of rupees 2,000 for erasing the
complainant’s detention record from
the official registers.

The statement reads, the complain-
ant who is unwilling to pay the bribe,
approached the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) Srinagar with a written
complaint, requesting legal action
against the accused public servant
under relevant provisions of law

It reads, on receipt of the complaint,
a discreet verification was conducted,
which confirmed the demand of bribe
by the accused public servant. Accord-
ingly, Case FIR No. 01/2026 U/S 7 PC Act
1988 was registered at Police Station
ACB Srinagar and investigation was
taken up.

“During the course of investigation,
a trap team was constituted which laid
a successful trap and caught the
accused clerk, Laig Ahmad Nath, R/o
Qamarwari Srinagar red-handed while
demanding and accepting the bribe
amount of rupees 2,000 from the
complainant,” the statement reads.

It reads, after completing all
necessary medico-Legal formalities,
the accused Public Servant was taken
into custody. Further investigation in
the case is going on—(KNO)
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Orientation-cum-Capacity-Building Prog on Substance
Abuse for Religious Scholars held at IMHANS

m Div Com Kashmir stresses on 3-stage approach 1o curb surge in substance use

m DC Srinagar highlights role of religious leaders to sensitize people about harmful effects of drugs

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, JAN 03: In order
to highlight the role of Religious
Scholars in eradication of Sub-
stance abuse, District Administra-
tion Srinagar organized an Ori-
entation-cum-Capacity Building
Workshop for Masjid Imams and
Religious Scholars at the Institute
of Mental Health and Neurosci-
ences (IMHANS), here today.

The Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir, Anshul Garg was the
Chief Guest of the programme
while Deputy Commissioner(DC)
Srinagar, Akshay Labroo attend-
ed the event as Guest of Honour.

The Workshop aimed at high-
lighting the crucial role of reli-
gious scholarsin eradicating the
growing menace of drug abuse
in society and was attended by
over 100 prominent Religious
Scholars including Imams and
Ulemas from across the Valley,
besidesalarge numberofeminent
citizensand civil societymembers.

Principal GMC Srinagar, Prof.
IffatHassan, Administrator, GMC,
Srinagar Mohammad Ashraf
Hakak, Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar, Aadil Fareed,
Tehsildar Khanyar, Syed Shahid,
Tehsildar Wakaf Board, Ishtiyaq
Ahmad, Nodal Officer ATF
IMHAANS, Dr Arshid, Incharge
DrugDe-addiction Centre SMHS

Hospital, Dr Yasir and other con-
cerned were also present on the
occasion.

Addressing the workshop,
Divisional Commissioner Kash-
mir sought active support and
cooperationfromreligious schol-
ars in sensitising people espe-
cially the youth about the harm-
fuland dangerous effects of drug
abuse. He urged scholars to con-
vey through Friday sermons that
drug consumption is not only
prohibitedinallreligionsbutalso
severely damages individuals,
families, and society at large.

Hesaid that concerned depart-
mentsand institutions shalladopt
3-stage approach including
awareness campaigns, identifica-
tion of victims and counselling
to curb surge in cases.

He also emphasised the
importance of early reporting of
drugabuse cases, urging affected
individuals and their families to
approach Drug De-addiction Cen-
tres for timely rehabilitation
through professional counselling
and expert guidance.

Speakingon the occasion, the
Deputy Commissioner Srinagar
termed the rising drug menace
as a matter of serious concern
and called for collective efforts
from all sections of society to
uproot the grave problem. He
noted that drug abuse not only

destroys the life of an addict but
also leads to the breakdown of
entire families.

The DChighlighted that while
the administration is taking
strong measures to curb drug
abuse, religious scholars and par-
ents must play a pivotal role
alongside the government. He
also outlined key aspects of the
rehabilitation policy of the Dis-

trict Administration aimed at
reintegrating drug victims with
their families, as well as the deter-
rence measures being taken to
break the supply chain and curb
drug peddling in the district.
The DC also highlighted the
key points of the rehabilitation
policy of the District Administra-
tiontobringback the drugvictims
to their families and deterrence

measures taken by the District
Administration Srinagar to break
the supply chain and crush the
drug peddling in the District.

Duringthe programme, prom-
inent religious scholars spoke
about the vital role of religious
scholars and Ulemas in creating
awareness about theill effects of
drugabuse and stressed the need
for such targeted awareness ini-
tiatives to safeguard society.

Prof. (Dr.) Iffat Hassan Shah,
Principal, GMC Srinagar, high-
lighted the crucial role of Imams
astrusted community leadersin
prevention, early intervention,
and stigma reduction.

Prof. (Dr.) Arshad Hussain,
Head of the Department of Psy-
chiatry, IMHANS-GMC Srinagar,
highlighted the growing burden
of substance use disordersin the
region and stressed the impor-
tance of early intervention and
community participationin pre-
vention efforts.

Earlier, Mental Health Experts
delivered detailed presentations
on drug abuse, its systematic
treatment, existing policies,and
available preventive and reha-
bilitation services. They under-
lined the importance of early
identification of signsand symp-
toms of drug abuse and raising
sustained awareness at the com-
munity level.

Kulgam Police

DCF Nowgam organized Mehfil-e-Manqabat in praise
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Trace Missing Woman After
Over a Month, Reunite
Her With Family

B FAROOQ RATHER

KULGAM, JAN 03: In a commendable effort,
Kulgam Police have successfully traced a woman
who had been missing since November 17 last year
and reunited her safely with her family.

According to police officials,a written complaint
wasreceived at Police Station Kulgam on November
26, 2025 from Waseem Ahmad Wani, who report-
ed that his wife, Bisma Jan, had gone missing from
their rented accommodation at Amnoo, Kulgam on
November 17.

Following the complaint, a missing report was
registered and investigation was immediately set
into motion. A special police team, working under
the supervision of DySP Headquarters Kulgam and
the Station House Officer, Police Station Kulgam,
launched an extensive search operation.

Police officials said that all available human and
technical resources were mobilized, and after sus-
tained efforts spread over several weeks, the miss-
ing woman was finally traced in Jalandhar, Punjab.
Upon completion of necessary legal and medical
formalities, she was handed over safely to her fam-
ily members.

The family expressed deep gratitude for the
prompt and dedicated response of Kulgam Police,
appreciating their relentless efforts in ensuring her
safe recovery. Police reiterated their commitment
to public safety and assured continued assistance
to citizens in distress.

of Imam Ali (AS) held at GBMS Gund Nowgam

B GULFAM BARJI

BANDIPORA,JAN03: On the occa-
sion of Moulood-e-Kaaba, religious
and cultural programs were orga-
nized across various parts of the
Kashmir Valley, where devotees
expressed their reverence and devo-
tion through the recitation of man-
gabats in praise of Hazrat Ali (AS).

In this connection, a spiritually
uplifting Mehfil-e-Mangabat Ali (AS)
gathering was organized by the Dil-
shad Cultural Forum Nowgam
Sonawariat Government Boys Middle
School, Gund Nowgam. Several prom-
inent poets and literary figures pre-
sented their poetic compositions in
praise of Hazrat Ali (AS), captivating
the audience.

The programbeganwith therecita-
tion of the Holy Quran followed by
Naat-e-Sharif. Subsequently, the Forum
President, Mukhtar Ahmad, warmly
welcomed the guests. Distinguished
religious scholar Moulana Bashir
Ahmad Botoo,along with Syed Asadul-
lah Safvi, Saleem Yousuf, Dr. Showkat
Shahbaz, Gh Hussain Hagnawaz, Syed
Rizwan, Mir Rafiq, Irshad Magami,and
Syed Masood Shadab, besides a large
number of devotees of Hazrat Ali (AS),
attended the gathering.

During the event, renowned actor
and writer GulfamBarjiwas conferred
withthe Late Showkat Shehri Memo-
rial Award 2025. It was announced

onthe occasion that the Dilshad Cul-
tural Forum has initiated this award
to be presented annually to indi-
viduals rendering outstanding ser-
vices in various fields of life. For the
first edition of the award, the jury

unanimously selected Gulfam Barji,
and the Forum extended heartfelt
congratulations to him.
Thegatheringwas presided over by
the Forum’s General Secretary, Dilshad
Mustafa, and concluded with a prayer.

Women Workers Demand Fair Wages and Security
at CITU Women’s Convention in Shopian

E FAROOQ RATHER

SHOPIAN, JAN 03: The
Centre of Indian Trade Unions
(CITU), District Committee
Shopian, on Friday organized a
convention in Shopian to
highlight the challenges faced
by women working under
various government schemes.
The programme was presided
over by Ab. Rashid Pandit,
Secretary CITU Jammu &
Kashmir, and was attended by
dozens of workers from ICDS
and ASHA services, along with

®© 00 ©

activists of the Jammu and
Kashmir Women’s Association,
District Shopian.Speakers at
the event expressed serious
concern over the meagre wages
being paid to grassroots
women workers, despite their
crucial role in public service
delivery. They said that the low
income, coupled with rising
inflation, had pushed many
working women into severe
financial hardship.

Addressing the gathering,
Hanifa Mir, President of the
Anganwadi Workers and

Helpers Union J&K, along with
Dilshada Malik and Misra Bano,
President and Vice-President of
the ASHA Workers Union
Kashmir, appealed to the
government to bring all scheme
workers under the ambit of the
J&K Minimum Wages Act. They
demanded that wages be
revised to 26,000 per month,
keeping in view the workload
and responsibilities of these
frontline workers, as well as the
high cost of living.Speaking on
the occasion, Lateefa Ganai,
President of the J&K Women’s

Association, stressed that true
empowerment of women can
only be achieved through
education and access to
employment-oriented schemes
without bureaucratic hurdles.
She also called for a safe and
exploitation-free working
environment for women across
sectors.

She reiterated the Associa-
tion’s commitment to working
for the upliftment of women
in Jammu and Kashmir and
urged women to come
forward and join the broader

movement for social and
economic justice.

Several other activists,
including Amena Ji, Rubey Ji,
Shazada Ji, and Mubeena Ji
from Shopian, also addressed
the event and highlighted
various social and women-
related issues affecting the
region.The programme
concluded with a collective call
to the authorities to acknowl-
edge the vital contribution of
scheme workers and ensure fair
wages, security, and dignity at
the workplace.

[ > ] @headlmestodaynews

KU flags off cultural
contingent for AlU’s 39th
north zone inter-university
youth festival
B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR JAN 03: University of Kashmir (KU)
today flagged off the varsity's Cultural Contingent
for participation in the 39th Inter-University Youth
Festival (North Zone), being organised by the Asso-
ciation of Indian Universities (AIU), New Delhi, and
hosted by Chitkara University, Chandigarh. The
flag-off ceremony, led by Registrar KU Prof. Naseer
Igbal, was held at the Main Campus in the presence
of faculty members and administrative officials.

Inher message, Vice-Chancellor, KU, Prof. Nilofer
Khan, extended her best wishes to the participating
students and highlighted the significance of cul-
tural platforms in higher education.

“Cultural engagementis anintegral part of holis-
tic education. Such national platforms provide our
students an opportunity to showcase their talent,

confidence, and the rich cultural heritage of Kashmir.
[ wish the contingent great success and hope they
represent the University with pride and excellence,”
she said.

While interacting with the students, Prof. Naseer
Igbal encouraged the participants and described
them as cultural ambassadors of the University,
urging them to maintain discipline, exhibit confi-
dence, and reflect the artistic and intellectual
strength of the institution through their perfor-
mances.

Dean DSW KU, Prof. Pervez Ahmad, expressed
confidence that the KU contingent would make a
meaningful mark at the national-level event.

The contingent, comprising around 30 student
participants, is led by the Cultural Officer DSW KU,
Dr.Shahid Ali Khan. It will compete in various events
under the categories of literary competitions, fine
arts, and music, alongside teams from leading uni-
versities of the northern region.

BRO Restores Bhadarwah-
Pathankot Highway After Recent
Snowfall; Tourism Revives in
Chenab Valley

®  AMIRIQBAL KHAN

BHADARWAH, JAN 3: The Border Roads Organization
(BRO)has successfully reopened the strategic Bhadarwah-
Pathankot Interstate National Highway after intensive
snow-clearing operations restoring a vital link between
Jammu and Kashmir and neighboring Punjab and Him-
achal Pradesh. The swift action by the BRO’s 118 Road
Construction Company (RCC) has not only provided relief
to stranded residents but has also triggered a massive
influx of tourists to the snow-covered high-altitude
meadows of the Chenab Valley.

Teams from the 118 RCC operating under the guidance
of Commander 35 Border Road Task Force (BRTF), S.K.
Singh began the clearance operation before dawn. Brav-
ing sub-zero temperatures and high-velocity winds, the
personnel used high-tech machinery to clear the thick
blanket of snow that had accumulated at the 9,555-foot
Guldanda meadow and the 11,000-feet Chattergala Pass.

"The swift clearance operation was undertaken to
guarantee the unimpeded flow of traffic, reaffirming
BRO’s commitment to ensure connectivity and public
safety in the toughest terrains," Jivitesh Razora, Officer
Commanding (OC) 118 RCC told.

To ensure safety on the frozen surface, BRO officials
havebeen sprinkling saltand ureaontreacherous stretch-
es to prevent vehicles from skidding.

The reopening of the highway has been hailed as a
"new lease of life" for the local tourism sector which had
beenreeling under a prolonged dry spell. Iconic destina-
tions suchas Nalthi, Thanthera, Guldanda and the Sarthal
Valley are now fully accessible to winter revellers.

"Clearing the snow not only makes these locations
accessible but also rekindles hope for hundreds of fami-
lies who depend on tourism for their livelihood," said
Yaseen Wani, alocal tourism stakeholder from Sartingal.

With the road clear, thousands of tourists from states
including Gujarat, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Delhi and
Rajasthan have converged at Guldanda.

"It is really a winter wonderland and more than
heaven,” said Aditya Awasti, a tourist from Delhi. "We
reached here after missing the snow at Patni Top and the
snowfall on New Year's Eve made our dream come true.
The road maintenance is comparable to Switzerland."

Local social activist Zaffar Hussain Wani lauded the
"herculean efforts" of the BRO, noting that the agency
has kept men and machinery onstandby 24/7 at Guldan-
da and Chattergala to handle any emergency situations.

The 40-day period of intense cold known as "Chillai
Kalan, is currently underway in the region and authori-
ties have advised motorists to remain cautious of slippery
conditions during late hours.
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JKEDI rolls out 5th & 6th MDP batches in 18 districts: 504 participants

®  HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

JAMMU/SRINAGAR, JANUARY
03: The Jammu and Kashmir
Entrepreneurship Development
Institute (JKEDI) on Saturday
launched the fifth and sixthbatches
of Management Development
Programmes (MDPs) across 18
districts of the Union Territory
under the Raisingand Accelerating
MSME Performance (RAMP)
scheme. The programmeis funded
by the Union Ministry of MSME
and implemented in Jammu and
Kashmir by the Industries &
Commerce Department.

The MDPs were inaugurated
simultaneously in Anantnag,
Baramulla, Budgam, Ganderbal,
Srinagar,Samba, Jammu, Pulwama,
Ramban, Rajouri, Reasi, Doda,
Poonch, Kulgam, Kupwara, Kathua,
Kishtwar and Udhampur. A total

Py

of 504 entrepreneurs, including
479 women, have enrolled for the
30-hour training programme
scheduled over a period of six days.

AtUdhampur, the programme
wasinaugurated by Sh.Jugal Kumar
Sharma (JKAS), Additional District
Development Commissioner
(ADDC), while at Nagam, Budgam,
theinaugural session was presided
over by Sh.Irshad Ahmad Dar, Block
Programme Manager, NRLM. In
the remaining districts, the MDPs
wereinaugurated by the respective
District Nodal Officers and their
teams.

Thedistrict-level programmes
have witnessed enthusiastic
participation from local MSMEs,
whowillreceive hands-ontraining
inmodern business management
practices. The initiative aims to
strengthen managerial, financial
and operational capabilities of

including 479 women begin training under RAMP scheme

entrepreneurs, enabling them to
scaleuptheirenterprises,improve
competitiveness and adopt
sustainable business models.

The MDP curriculum covers
business planning, marketing
strategies, digital tools, financial
literacy, statutory compliance,
innovation and leadership,
supplemented by case studies,
mentorship sessions and
experiential workshops for practical
exposure.

Over the next six days,
participating entrepreneurs and
MSME operators will interact with
industry experts, certified trainers
andJKEDIfaculty. The simultaneous
rollout of MDPs across 18 districts
underscores JKEDI'scommitment
to inclusive entrepreneurship
development, particularlyinremote
and underserved areas of the Union
Territory.

DC Ramban reviews progress of
development works, discusses
disaster mitigation plan

m HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

RAMBAN, JANUARY 03: Deputy Commissioner
Ramban Mohammad Alyas Khan today chaired a
comprehensive review meeting to assess the progress
of development works currently underimplementation
in District Ramban and to deliberate on the Disaster
Mitigation Plan.

The Deputy Commissioner took a detailed review
of physical and financial progress of works being
executed under the District Capex Budget 2025-26,
Constituency Development Fund, SANY] 2025-26,
Tribal Affairs, District Road Safety, Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR), SDRF 2025-26, APDP, ABDP,
Untied Funds and SASCI Scheme.

The meeting also reviewed progress related to
the revival of heritage sites, financial inclusion
initiatives, Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan
Yojana, PM-KISAN Scheme and SDRF.

The meeting was attended by Chief Planning
Officer Dr. Shakeeb Ahmed Rather; Executive
Engineers of PWD Ramban and Banihal, Jal Shakti,

JPDCLand REW, Chief Medical Officer, ChiefEducation

JKEDI Udhampur launches 5th
batch of Management
Development Programme under

RAMP scheme
m  HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

UDHAMPUR, JANUARY 03: The Jammu and Kashmir
Entrepreneurship Development Institute Udhampur
today commenced the 5th batch of the management
development programme under the RAMP scheme
of the Ministry of MSME, Government of India here
atits District Centre.

The programme was inaugurated by Additional
District Development Commissioner, Jugal Kumar
Anand as the chief guest.

The inaugural function was also attended by the
Deputy Director Employment, Mohinder Kumar
Sharma along with officials from JKEDI and the
Employment Department.

The chief guest interacted with the participants
ofanongoing Hybrid mode capacity building programme
under Mission YUVA.

The ADDC shared valuable insights on scaling up
business ventures and highlighted the immense
opportunities available for MSMEs and startups under
the J&K Startup Policy.

He encouraged aspiring entrepreneurs to
effectively utilize various government support
mechanisms to ensure sustainable and inclusive
business growth.

Ontheveryfirstday ofthe programme, 20 candidates
registered reflecting strong enthusiasm and growing
entrepreneurial interestamong local youth, MSMEs
and aspiring business owners in the district.

The one-week-long management development
programme aims to strengthen managerial capabilities
and promote entrepreneurship in the region.

MLA Bahu chairs RKS meeting at Gandhi Nagar Hospital
Emphasises top notch patient care facilities, infrastructure

m  HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

JAMMU, JANUARY 03: Member
of Legislative Assembly Bahu, Vikram
Randhawa today chaired aRogiKalyan
Samiti (RKS) meeting at Gandhi Nagar
Hospital to discuss the initiatives
aimed at enhancing patient care

services.

The meeting reviewed a series of
quality improvement measures
including wupgrading hospital
infrastructure and extending support
to patients admitted without

attendants.

At the outset, the Medical
Superintendent Dr Narinder Singh
Bhatial apprised the chair about the
agenda of the meeting whichincluded
post facto sanctions regarding the
procurement, repair works, payment

of outsourced staff etc.

Other key issues discussed were
the implementation of patient safety
protocols, introduction of dress code

for hospital staff and addressing

workforce  shortages

dCross

departments.

Officer, Chief Agriculture Officer, Chief Executive
Officer Municipal Council, Lead District Manager
and other concerned officers.

The Deputy Commissioner set timelines for the
completion of all development works under the
District Capex Budget and other schemes. He directed
the officers of executing departments to submit
daily progress reports to ensure effective monitoring
and timely completion of all ongoing and new
projects, with a focus on achieving 100 percent
physical and financial targets.

The DC specifically directed the Executive
Engineers of PWD, REW, Jal Shakti and JPDCL to
ensure completion of works related to Education,
Health, Minor Irrigation, Water Supply Schemes,
Youth Services & Sports, Urban Local Bodies and
otherkey sectors. The CEO, CMO and other concerned
officers were instructed to closely follow up on the
progress of projects under their respective
jurisdictions.

The Deputy Commissioner also resolved several
issues on the spot that were hindering the pace of
progress and issued necessary directions to the
concerned officers.

Further, the Disaster Mitigation Plan was discussed
in detail and directions were issued to submit the
planwithin the prescribed timeline, strictly adhering
to the laid-down guidelines.

Officers of all departments were directed to
expedite theimplementation of schemes and ensure
that the benefits reach the intended beneficiaries
in a timely and effective manner.

The MLA Bahu, who also serves
as the Chairman of the Committee,
pitched for creating top notch health
care facilities and infrastructure to
provide the best possible treatment
to the patients.

Acknowledging the Hospital's
criticalroleinserving both urbanand
rural population, the Committee
emphasized the importance of
strengtheningits healthcare capabilities
to meet public needs effectively.

Later, the Chairman took a detailed
tour of the hospital complex and
inspected the Paediatrics Ward, OPD
Block, Blood Bank, Maternity Ward
and NICU.

Interacting with the patients and
their attendants, he sought feedback
on services and encouraged hospital
staff to continue working with
dedication and enthusiasm.

The meeting was attended by senior
officials and doctors of the hospital
along withrepresentatives from PWD,
PDD, PHE, AYUSH, NHM, Information
and ICDS.

ADC Bhadarwah reviews progress of digitization initiatives; Mission YUVA

m HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

BHADARWAH, JANUARY 03:
Additional Deputy Commissioner
(ADC) Bhadarwah Sunil Kumar
Bhutyal chaired areview meeting
to assess the progress of ongoing
digitization initiatives.

The meeting was held in both
offline and online modes with
some officers joining virtually.

The meeting focused on
reviewing the current status of
digitization works and streamlining
processestoensure better efficiency
and transparency in publicservice
delivery.

Tehsildars of Bhaderwah and
Bhalla along with other revenue
staff presented detailed updates

on digitization of land records,
online services and the working
statusofdigital platforms.Emphasis
was laid on timely completion of
pendingtasks, resolving technical

review meeting of officers toreview
the implementation of Mission
YUVA schemes.

Officers from stakeholder
departments, Manager J&KBank,
Office Associate JKEDI, Coordinator
NRLM and others briefed the chair
about ongoing activities, target
achievements and challenges faced
in implementation.

Emphasis was also laid on
proper monitoring, transparent
selection of beneficiaries and
speedy disposal of cases. The ADC
urged the officers to work with

issues and ensuring accuracy of
data.

The meeting concluded with
a resolve to further strengthen
digitalinfrastructure and regularly

monitor progress to achieve the
setobjectives within the stipulated
time frame.

Meanwhile, the Additional
District Commissioner chaired a

dedication to make Mission YUVA
a success in Bhaderwah and
contribute towards youth
empowerment and employment
generation in the region.

Labour Department Kathua organises awareness

programme on New Labour Codes

MVD, Ayush Department organise free
medical camp for drivers, cleaners and

KATHUA, JANUARY 03: The
Labour Department Kathua today
organised a one-day awareness-
cum-interactive programme on New
Labour Codes here at the SIDCO
Complex Ghatti. The event formed
part of the ongoing IEC campaign
aimed at sensitising stakeholders
about labour law reforms.

Deputy Labour Commissioner
Jammu, Sukhpal Singh was the chief
guest of the programme, attended
by Human Resource professionals
fromtheindustrial units ofthe Ghatti
Industrial Area and contractors.

TheDeputyLabour Commissioner
highlighted the significance of the
New Labour Codes in the context
of the evolving industrial scenario.
He highlighted the reforms
introduced to foster transparency,
improve industrial relations and
ensure balanced growth.

Assistant Labour Commissioner,
Piyusha Khajuria in her welcome

®© 00 ©

address, outlined the objectives of
the programme and emphasised

the need for spreading mass
awareness about the New Labour

Codestoensureindustrial harmony
and statutory compliance.

Labour Officer (Prosecution)
Jammu Sanjay Bhat presented an
overview of all four Labour Codes,
elaboratingon their scope, objectives
and the transition from the existing
labour laws to the new legal
framework.

Technical sessions were held on
the Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions Code-2020 by
the Labour Inspector, Ravinder
Krundu who explained the key
provisions related to safety, health
and welfare of workers.

A dedicated session on the
Industrial Relations Code-2020
was conducted by the Assistant
Labour Commissioner. The ALC
explained key reforms introduced
under the Code in a simple and
lucid manner.

An open house discussion was
also held, during which queries and
suggestionsraised by the participants
were discussed in detail.

transporters at Drabshalla

B HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

KISHTWAR, JANUARY 03: To promote
the health and well-being of the transporter
community and as part of the ongoing
National Road Safety Month 2026, a free
medical checkup camp was today held at
BDO Office Drabshalla for drivers and cleaners
includingdrivers engaged at the Ratle Hydro
Electric Power Project.

The camp was organised by Motor Vehicle
Department Kishtwar under the supervision
of ARTO Tasleem Wani and in collaboration
with the Health & Ayush Department with
the support of Traffic Police and J&K Police
Drabshalla.

About 150drivers and cleaners availed
free medical check-up and health screening
conducted by trained medical staff. The
beneficiaries were also provided free
medicines.

Dr Varun, Dr Shabir and Vidya Lal,
Pharmacistexamined the patientsin presence
of MVI Robin Parihar; DTI Karan Singh;
Sub-Inspector Deepak Mandlia and other
officials.

Rapid drug tests of 70 drivers were also
conducted during the camp along with

impartingawarenessonsafe driving practices
and hazards of drug abuse. Besides, the
dumper drivers engaged with the Ratle
Power Project were directed to drive at
limited speed, carry material within the
permissible limit and dump the material
at designated sites only.

The ARTO underscored the importance
of drivers as major stakeholders in road
safety and the need for conducting their
regular health check-up. He emphasised
thatensuring the physical fitness of drivers
not only safeguards their personal health
but also contributes to overall road safety.

He thanked the CMO and District Officer
Ayush as well as DTI, Sub-Inspector Police
Post Drabshalla and the transporters of
Drabshalla for providing the necessary
support for the success of the programme.
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Rana inaugurates community

langar at

JAMMU, JANUARY 03: Minister
for Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology &
Environment and Tribal Affairs, Javed
Ahmed Rana, today inaugurated a
Community Langar at the historic
Bahu Fort, Jammu.

On the occasion, the Minister
interacted with the visitors and the
devotees visiting Bahu Fortand the
adjoining revered Kali Mata Temple.

He extended greetings to the
visitors and enquired about the
facilities being provided to them,
emphasizing the importance of
ensuring comfort, cleanliness and
accessibility for all devotees.

The Minister also undertook a
detailed tour of the fort and temple

m HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

Bahu Fort Jammu

improve the overall experience of
the tourists.

He stated thatissues pertaining
to infrastructure development,
sanitation, drinking water facilities
and aestheticenhancement would
be taken with the concerned
departments to ensure timely and
effective implementation.

The Minister reiterated that
sustained and focused efforts would
be made to develop Bahu Fort as a
major religious tourism destination
inJammu, while carefully preserving
its rich cultural, historical and
religious heritage.

The Minister was accompanied
by the Chief Engineer, Jal Shakti
Department, concerned

premises along with yatris and
concerned officials to assess the
existing civic amenities and
infrastructure available for the

reviewed the

pilgrims. He
arrangements related to sanitation,
drinking water supply and general
upkeep of the premises.

During the visit, Rana stressed
the need for systematic beautification
ofthe Bahu Fortareabesides creation
of enhanced civic amenities to

Superintending Engineer and
Executive Engineer besides other
senior officers.

MD NHM reviews progress
on 50 bedded Critical Care Block,
Integrated Public Health Lab

at GMC Kathua
m  HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

JAMMU, JANUARY 3: Mission Director, National
Health Mission, Jammu & Kashmir, Baseer Ul Haq
Choudhary, visited Government Medical College,
Kathuatoreview progress on 50 bedded Critical Care
Blockand District Integrated Public Health Lab being
constructed under the Pradhan Mantri-Ayushman
Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission (PM-ABHIM).

The Mission Director conducted adetailed inspection
of the construction works and assessed the status of
civil, electrical and allied components of the project.
He emphasised complete adherence to the prescribed
timelines, quality standards and compliance with
the technical specifications. He asked the executing
agency to expedite the pace of work and ensure
completion of the project within the approved

timeframe.

The Mission Director stressed that the Critical
CareBlockis avital healthcare infrastructure project
aimed at strengthening the emergency and critical
care services in the region. Once completed, the
facility will significantly enhance the capacity of
GMCKathua to manage critical patients and improve
overall healthcare delivery.

Director Health Services Jammu, Principal
Government Medical College Kathua, officials from
GMC Kathua and representatives of the executing
agency accompanied the Mission Director during
the visit.

A brief review meeting was also held at the site,
wherein bottlenecks affecting the progress of the
project were discussed and directions were issued
for their immediate resolution.

ARTO Rajouri sensitizes driving aspirants to road
safety at Nowshera Trial Ground

m HTNEWS DESK / DIPR

RAJOURI,JANUARY 03: As part of National
Road Safety Month, the Assistant Regional
Transport Officer (ARTO) Rajouri Rajesh
Gupta today conducted a road safety
awareness drive for new driving aspirants
at the Nowshera Trial Ground. During the
programme, the aspirants were imparted
essential tips on safe driving practices to
minimize road accidents and promote
responsible road behaviour.The ARTO
emphasized the importance of avoiding
over-speeding, refraining from the use of

mobile phones while drivingand mandatory
use of helmets whileriding two-wheelers.
Rajesh Gupta stressed that adherence to
traffic rules and safety norms are crucial
not only for the safety of drivers but also
for pedestrians and other road users. He
urged the aspirants to imbibe disciplined
driving habits from the very beginning and
to act as ambassadors of road safety in
society. The initiative forms part ofa series
of awareness activities being organized
across the district to inculcate a culture of
safe and responsible driving under the aegis
of National Road Safety Month.

Mandeep Kaur leads sanitation drive in Jammu
city under “Swachh Republic Day” campaign

m  HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

JAMMU, JANUARY 3: In a major push
to enhance cleanliness and civic hygiene
ahead of the Republic Day celebration,
Commissioner Secretary, Housingand Urban
Development Department, Mandeep Kaur,
today conducted an extensive sanitation
drive in Jammu city under the “Swachh
Republic Day” campaign.

The initiative aims to ensure a clean,
safe and healthy urban environmentin the
run-up to January 26.

Under this special campaign,
comprehensive cleanliness drives are being
carried out across all wards under the
jurisdiction of the Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC).

The sanitation drive primarily focused
on removal of legacy waste dumped in
vacant plots, cleaning of Garbage Vulnerable
Points (GVPs), lifting of Construction and
Demolition (C&D) waste from roadsides,
removal of overgrown bushes, tree pruning
and grass cutting, desilting of deep drains
to prevent water logging, cleaning and
maintenance of public toilets and addressing
the persistent menace of stray animals
in residential areas.

On the first day of the drive, focused
sanitation activities were conducted in
Ward Numbers 20, 21, 22,23 and 73.

Mandeep Kaur personally inspected
various locations along with Commissioner,
Jammu Municipal Corporation, Dr. Devansh
Yadav and concerned officers of the
Corporation.

The officers briefed the Commissioner
Secretary on the ongoing sanitation measures
and challenges on the ground.

Several prominent localities, including
GandhiNagar, Valmiki Colony, Sanjay Nagar,
Shastri Nagar, Nai Basti and Nanak Nagar
were covered during today’s drive.

Duringtheinspection, the Commissioner
Secretary issued on-the-spot directions to
the concerned officers for the immediate
removal of GVPs, C&D waste and garden
waste. She also instructed the officers to

initiate compounding and enforcement
actionagainst the defaulters found violating
sanitation and waste management norms.
About 10 such drives have been scheduled
till26th of January 2026 and all the concerned
officers were directed to be personally
present during the drives.

As part of the drive, encroachments on
footpaths and public spaces in the form of
extensions, rehries, fencing were also
removed.

The Commissioner Secretary further
directed that all encroachments on lanes
and footpaths across the city be identified
and removed without delay, emphasizing
zero tolerance towards violation of civic
norms.

The Commissioner Secretary exhorted
upon the officers and field staff of the
Jammu Municipal Corporation to carry
outsanitationdrives with zeal, dedication
and a sense of responsibility. He stressed
that the impact of these efforts must be
clearly visible at the ground level. She
underscored that sustained cleanliness
requires regular monitoring, strict
enforcement and coordinated efforts from
all stakeholders.

She called upon the citizens to actively
cooperate with the Jammu Municipal
Corporation by maintaining cleanlinessin
their surroundings, avoiding littering,
segregating waste at source and refraining
from encroaching upon public spaces. She
emphasized that public participation is
crucial for makingJammua cleaner, healthier
and more livable city.
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SAMBA, JANUARY 03: The Labour
Department Samba organised a one-
day awareness and interactive
programme on the New Labour Codes
todayinthe BaribrahmanaAssociation
Hall.

The programme was aimed at
sensitising Human Resource (HR)
professionals from industrial
establishments and other stakeholders
about the four new Labour Codes
introduced by the Government of India.

The focus was on generating
awareness regarding the salient
features, compliance requirements
and additional benefits of the four
Labour Codes, which seek to simplify
existing labour laws, improve
compliance mechanism, enhance ease
of doing business and strengthen the
social security and welfare framework
for workers.

The programme was graced by the
Deputy Labour Commissioner Jammu
Sukhpal Singh, who attended the event
as the Chief Guest.

In his address, he highlighted the
significance of the new Labour Codes
inpromotingtransparency,streamlining
compliance and balancing the interest

Labour Deptt Samba hosts one-day awareness
camp on New Labour Codes
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of employers and employees.

The event was also attended by
President Baribrahmana Industrial
Association Lalit Mahajan, who
emphasised the importance of
awareness and collaboration between
industry stakeholders and the Labour
Department for smoothimplementation
of the new labour reforms.

Assistant Labour Commissioner
Samba Himani Jerath delivered a
detailed presentationand guided the
participants on the four new Labour
Codes-The Wages Code; The Industrial
Relations Code; The Code on Social

Security; The Occupational Safety,
Health and Working Conditions Code.

She elaborated on their practical
implications, compliance procedures
and the benefits offered to both
industries and workers under the new
legal framework.

The programme concluded with
an interactive session during which
participantsraised queries and shared
their experiences. The session was
well appreciated by the attendees and
proved to be a valuable platform for
enhancingawarenessand understanding
of the new labour law regime.

MLA Ajaz Ahmed Jan reviews implementation of RDD schemes in Poonch

Stresses timely completion, visible on-ground impact
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POONCH, JANUARY 03:
Member of Legislative Assembly
Haveli, Ajaz Ahmed Jan chaired
ameeting held today at the Dak
Bungalow Poonch to review the
implementation and progress of
the Rural Development
Department (RDD) schemes in
the district.

The meeting was attended by
the Assistant Commissioner
Development (ACD), Assistant
Commissioner Planning (ACP),
Executive Engineer REW, Block
Development Officers of all Blocks,
along with district-level RDD
officersandstaff. FormerPanchayati
RajInstitution (PRI)membersand
representatives from civil society
also participated.

Taking a comprehensive review
of flagship schemes including
MGNREGA, PMAY-G, Swachh
Bharat Mission (SBM-G), District
Capexand UT Capex, he inquired

about physical and financial
progress, ground-level
implementation, fund utilization
and execution challenges.Emphasis
was laid onensuring transparency,
adherence to quality standards,
convergence and timely completion
of works.

The MLA appreciated the
effective and efficient
administration of the Rural
Development Department under
theleadership of the Commissioner
Secretary RDD. He further
acknowledged the department’s
sustained efforts in extending
benefits to the grassroots level,
especiallyin far-flung and border
areas.He stressed the need to plan
development works with an
optimum cost-benefit approach
and advised to avoid fragmented
and small works to create need
based, durable and high-impact
assets.

The MLA further emphasized
the need for early completion of

ongoing works and directed the
department to prepare a
comprehensive, realistic and
inclusive development plan for
the upcoming financial year by
taking all stakeholders on board.
He also appealed to the members
of civil society to extend full
cooperation to the department to
ensure smooth execution of
developmental activities at the
Panchayat and block levels.

During the interactive session,
public representatives and
participantsraisedissues related
to timely issuance of job cards
under MGNREGA, delays in the
tendering process and drinking
waterscarcityincertain Panchayats.

The MLA assured that the
genuine concerns and
developmental demands
highlighted during the meeting
would be examined and taken
up withthe concerned authorities
for early and appropriate
resolution.

JKAACL Operationalizes
Guru-Shishya Parampara
Scheme, reviving endangered
art forms

m  HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

JAMMU, JANUARY 03: The Jammu and Kashmir
Academy of Art, Culture and Languages (JKAACL)
has operationalised the prestigious Guru-Shishya
Parampara Scheme from January 1, 2026, marking
the commencement of structured training classes
by three selected Gurus at their respective locations
across the Union Territory.

The initiative aims to preserve, revitalize and
pass on rare and endangered traditional art forms
of Jammu and Kashmir through the time-honoured
Guru-Shishya tradition.

The scheme seeks to identify eminent masters of
traditional art forms and engage themin the systematic
training of young disciples, ensuring the continuity
and sustainability of the region’s rich and diverse
cultural heritage.

Under the programme, each selected Guruimparts
training toa group of five to eight Shishyas in a specific
art form. To ensure sustained engagement,a monthly
honorarium of 10,000 is provided to the Guru,

7,500 to the accompanist or assistantand 5,000
to each Shishya.

The duration of training has been fixed at one
year and is extendable by another year subject to the
performance review.

The schemereceived an overwhelming response
from across the Union Territory with nearly 200
applications, including 63 from Kashmir and 137
from Jammu.

After detailed scrutiny and evaluation by a panel
of experts, three traditional art forms on the verge
of extinction were identified and eminent practitioners
were appointed as Gurus to revive and safeguard
these cultural expressions.

Salochna Devi has been selected as Guru for the
Ghuriafolk dance of Paddar, Dev Raj for the Massadey
folk tradition of Bani and Abdul Rashid Mir for the
Dastan folk tradition of Kashmir.

All three Gurus have commenced imparting
structured training to their respective groups of
Shishyas, ensuring authenticity, discipline and
continuity of these traditions.

Massadey is a vibrant Dogri folk performance
deeplyrooted in storytelling, music and movement,
reflecting local legends, myths and social values.
Dastan-e-Goiisa classical oral storytelling tradition
renowned for its elaborate narratives and dramatic
expression, representing a rich legacy of oral
literature. Ghuria, a women-led folk dance of Paddar
in Kishtwar district, blends flute, dhouns and call-
and-response singing and is deeply embedded in
community life, though presently facing the threat
of extinction.

Through the Guru-Shishya Parampara Scheme,
JKAACL is continuing its efforts to safeguard the
intangible cultural heritage of Jammu and Kashmir
by ensuring its transmission to future generations
in its most authentic and traditional form.
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transport fare without fuss

Last month a group of transporters called on
the transport minister Satish Sharma and pro-
jected multiple demands before the minister.
The most important demand was the increase

vehicles operatingin both Kashmirand Jammu
divisions of the union territory of Jammu & Kash-
mir. Before this meeting the transporters had
threatened to go on strike and in fact they had
given a strike call in support of their demands.

Overthe pastfew years, the tfransportershave
alleged thatthe union territory government has
been turning a blind eye towards their genuine
concermns. At the end of the meeting the trans-
porters called off their strike and they decided
to carry on with their operations without any
disturbance. It was decided that there would
be ahike of 18 percentin the existing fare of the
passengertransport vehicles. The hike hasbeen
made effective from January 1, 2026.

Given the fact that not much coverage was
giventothe decisions taken duringthe meeting
between the transport minister and the trans-

over the past three days or so there have been
arguments between the passengers and the
transporters. While on one side the transporters
have been pleading withthe passengersto pay

ready to do the same.

In the past whenever there was a hike in the
passenger tariff the same was given publicity
through the print media and mainstream media
in the form of radio and television. The leading
newspapers will carry out the informationin the
form of advertisements with the people getting
to know about the revised fare. In such a sce-
nario there were less skirmishes between the
commuters and the transporters with people
willing to pay the new rate even though there
were some exceptions.

There is no denying the fact that the circula-
tion of newspapers has come down drastically
butthat does not mean that publicity of matters
relatingto people wouldbe shelved. Asondate
it has been observed that government depart-
ments make use of the different social media
platforms in making people aware about the
various programmes. Social media platforms
are also used to inform the masses about the
government orders and decisions. These can
be used in this situation as well.

in fare with respect to the passenger transport

porters most of the people are not aware about
the hike in the fare. It is due to this reason that

anew rate, the people on the other side are not

® MOHAMMAD ARFAT WANI

In the valleys of Kashmir, where
the river sings and the mountains
bear silent witness to the passage of
ages, an undercurrent runs through
the life of the people, an ancient
river that bears the river of history,
culture, and identity, and the heart-
beat of this river is an ancient lan-
guage thatis as old as the first songs
ofthe shepherds and the verses ofits
mystic poet. Thelanguage thatis thus
aptly described is the ancient lan-
guage of the people of this heaven on
earth, the language known vari-
ously as “Koshur” or “Kashmiri,” an
ancient language that is one of the
oldest spoken languages of the world,
belonging to the ancient “Dardic”
language “group” that is known to
belong to the “Indo-European stock”
of languages.

For many centuries, the language
had prospered, being the language
of “Sufi poetic and philosophic
expression,” withliterary giants such
as “Lal Ded” and “Sheikh Noor-ud-
Din” inspiring the “audacious, whim-
sical, and rebellious” poetic expres-
sions that dwelt on “love, logic, and
mystic visions.” But this great lan-
guage today finds itself in an “apa-
thetic future” that “sways listlessly”
somewhere “between the abyss of
survival and the quicksand of obliv-
ion,” with the “youth oftoday” “enthu-
siastically” urged to “speak Urdu or
English, the twolanguages that hold
the keys to progress and advance-
ment.” The “words that once vibrat-
ed with the echo of wisdom, love,
mirth, and history” today “resound
only in memories that linger like
mellow moonlight on the hills of
the past” with UNESCO classifying
the language “as an endangered
language that is on the verge of
becoming an ‘ex

Amidst this decline, ayoung poet
and languages enthusiast, Tougeer
Ashraffrom Pulwama, isaray ofhope
and refuses to treat Kashmiri as if it
is something that exists only within
the pages of ancient historical texts.
Tougeer is conversant in Kashmiri,
Urdu, and English and chose the
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digital medium not as a means to
earn fame or make money but as a
way to breathe life back into a dying
language. Kaeshur Praw is the name
of Tougeer’s digital venture that he
created in the year 2021, which is
essentially an ever-expanding class-
room and cultural hub that dissem-
inates words and phrases, linguistic
and cultural lessons and historical
anecdotes, pronunciation lessons,
and poetry, all within short and
catchy video formats on his social
handles suchas Instagram, YouTube,
and Facebook. Through hisinnovative
digital initiative, Tougeer is able to
reach out to the younger generation
who may be language ambidextrous
by upbringing, and provides an
opportunity for kids and adults alike
to renew their connection and affil-
iationwith Kashmirianditslanguage
and culture thatthey had somewhere
lostalong the way, and also provides
awindow to Kashmirilanguage and
culture thatalways found itself stand-
ing at the crossroads of various civi-
lizations and cultures.
Secondly,and equally important,
istheimpactof Tougeer’s work, which
is less about what happens in his
poetry and more about how it rem-
edies. Kaeshur Praw recognizes in
language more than is sometimes
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thought, anditis notonly thisaspect
of language Kaeshur Praw is trying
to move away from, butit’s how such
uncertainties impact what he does.
Apeople’sreticence or apology about
what amounts to their voice stunts
apeople’s culture,and Kaeshur Praw’s
work is to start this movement of
identification with and appreciation
of Kashmiri speech in particular.
Based in poetics inspired by spiri-
tual and literary luminaries like Lal
Ded, Sheikh Noor-ud-Din, Rasul Mir,
and Wahab Khaar, Tougeer’s projects
in digital media turn language into
life itself, where understandingisless
aboutabstract study and more about
actual experience.
Theinitiativeinitiated by Tougeer
isareflection ofthe new trend emerg-
ing among the youth in Kashmir to
reclaimtheirlanguage. Seerat Hafiz,
for example, created Yikvot, a vir-
tualreading group thatreads original
and translation-based Kashmiri lit-
erature each week, making the stuff
interesting for the new generation of
learnersinthe genZ population.The
online communities Kaeshur Praw
and Yikvot use trends, engagement
activities, and social interactions to
bring the focus to the Kashmiri lan-
guage that cannot otherwise engage
the population in the classroom or

Online

general media.

However, the following are some
of the difficulties that Kashmiri fac-
es: There is only a small presence of
Kashmiri in mainstream publishing
and media, and it is often excluded
from the curriculums of schools
except in the early classes, and
because of financial considerations,
the use oflanguages that would help
in achieving success and mobility in
life is preferred. There are also dif-
ficulties related to the use of these
platforms in that YouTube and other
platformsarerestricted inrecogniz-
ing the Kashmiri content on these
platforms. The Perso-Arabic script
has traditional design constraints
when it comes to advanced tech-
nologies, and the Romanized Kash-
miri scripts also lack standardized
design. The importance of Kashmiri
matters because language is not sim-
ply alist of words, but culture, tradi-
tion,and worldview too, whichislost
with each passing song, proverb, and
story when each language is lost in
itself. Therefore, as reminded by the
effort of Tougeer Ashraf, preserving
is not only hard but is creative and
social as well because witheach and
every utteranceinthelanguage, there
isanaffirmation ofidentity and con-
tinuity in whatever way and form it
happens because when it comes to
the long and rich past of Kashmir,
languages have been protectedinthe
sense of their being in houses, mar-
kets,and farms, and in today's world,
there is hope in cyberspace as well.

In conclusion, Tougeer Ashrafand
efforts such as "Kaeshur Praw" are
more thanjustonline endeavorsand
symbolize a "cultural renaissance,”
proving what a "Tougeer believes"—
that Kashmiri is a language of the
pastandinstead representsa "breath
oflife,"a"beating heart,"and a"pulse
of identity," and its "resurrection is
in our hands," requiring dedication
and a shared "dream of giving a new
life to a language through technol-
ogyandinnovation,” proving "passion
and technology and tradition and
languages and voices and cultureand
more can add up to a lot more than
just a sum of parts of something!"

The Author is a passionate

writer, social activist, and nursing
student from Kuchmulla Tral, is
also a B.Sc. Nursing student at
Ramzaan College of Nursing &
Paramedical Sciences, Galander
Pampore, Email: wania6817@
gmail.com
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Teaching; A Less Traveled Road
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In Jammu and Kashmir, teaching is often seen
as the road less traveled because it lacks the
recognition, prestige, and respect it truly
deserves. While civil and military bureaucracies
enjoy status, power, and privileges, teachers, the
very architects of those officers, are left strug-
gling for survival on meager salaries without
authority, protocol, or social esteem. It is an
undeniable irony that those who illuminate the
paths of others live in the shadows of neglect and
deprivation.

In our society, teaching has unfortunately
become the last resort when it comes to choosing
a profession. Talented and bright youth, who
could have revolutionized the education system,
hesitate to opt for teaching because it fails to offer
financial security, social recognition, or opportu-
nities for advancement. The very profession that
shapes minds, molds characters, and builds nations
is treated as insignificant. When a teacher, the
backbone of the nation, cannot afford a dignified
life, how can we expect him or her to nurture a
generation of dreamers, doers, and leaders?

It is high time Jammu and Kashmir redefines
the stature of teachers. Teachers must be

regarded as the true nation builders, far more
respectable than any civil or military officer.
They are the ones who polish raw minds into
refined gems. They must not be confined to
classrooms only; they should be included in the
process of national decision making. Their
knowledge, wisdom, and experience should
guide educational, social, and even economic
policies, for they understand the pulse of the
nation better than anyone else.

Imagine a Jammu and Kashmir where
teachers not live in well furnished government
accommodations, not commute in official
vehicles, and not enjoy the same protocol as
senior bureaucrats. Imagine a society where
every professional, regardless of rank or position,
salutes the teacher, not as a mere formality but as
a heartfelt gesture of gratitude. Such respect
would not corrupt the teaching profession but
would elevate it. These privileges would inspire
competent and brilliant individuals to enter the
field of education with pride and passion.

The real tragedy lies in the mindset that
teaching is for those who fail elsewhere. This
perception has crippled the dignity of the
profession. In truth, teaching demands intellect,
creativity, patience, and empathy, qualities that
not everyone possesses. If doctors heal bodies
and soldiers protect borders, then teachers build
the very souls of a nation. They deserve not only
respect but also authority and comfort to
perform their duties effectively.

If we can offer blue sirens, lavish residences,
and countless perks to those who manage the
state machinery, why can we not offer the same
to those who create the minds that operate that

machinery? Teachers must not be seen as
replaceable or secondary. They are the founda-
tion upon which all other professions stand. The
doctor, the engineer, the officer, the judge, and
the soldier all pass through the nurturing hands
of teachers. To neglect them is to weaken the
very roots of our national strength.

Providing teachers with power, prestige, and
privileges is not an act of generosity. It is an
investment in the nation’s destiny. When
teachers are empowered, motivated, and
honored, they will produce thinkers, inventors,
and reformers who can lift Pakistan to new
heights. But when they are humiliated, under-
paid, and ignored, mediocrity becomes the fate of
the nation.

Jammu and Kashmirs destiny can change only
when we dare to travel this less traveled road, the
road of uplifting teachers. It is time to make
teaching not a refuge for the helpless but a dream
for the talented. The uniform of a teacher should
command the same respect as that of an army
officer. The government vehicle with a blue siren
should remind everyone that this person carries
the nation’s future in his hands.

Let us salute our teachers. Let us grant them
their rightful place in society. Let us build a
Jammu and Kashmir where teaching becomes
the most desired and dignified profession.
Because every soldier, every judge, every
minister, and every leader first learns to hold a
pen from a teacher, the silent guardian of the
nation’s destiny.

THE AUTHOR IS A REGULAR COLUMNIST
AND FREELANCE WRITER
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India strengthens its global space standing

The satellite deployed

during the mission, BlueBird

Block-2, forms part of a
next-generation
communication

constellation aimed at

enabling direct cellular
broadband connectivity
from space to standard
mobile smartphones.
Unlike fraditional satellite
communication systems
that require specialized
ground terminals, this
architecture seeks to
integrate seamlessly with
existing mobile devices. If
implemented at scale,
such tfechnology could
redefine global

connectivity by extending

network coverage to
remote and underserved
regions, maritime zones,
and areas affected by
natural disasters or
infrastructure
disruptions

® MOHAMMAD HANIEF

Indiaachieved asignificant milestone inits expand-
ing space programme with the successful launch of
the LVM3-M6 mission, a heavy-lift operation that
placed the BlueBird Block-2 communication satellite
into low Earth orbit. The mission represents the most
ambitious commercial deploymentyet undertaken by
an Indian launch vehicle and marks a decisive step
forward in the country’s evolving role as a trusted
global provider of space launch services.

The Launch Vehicle Mark-3, India’s most powerful
rocket, lifted off smoothly from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre at Sriharikota, executingits flight sequence
with precision and reliability. By successfully carrying
the heaviest satellite ever launched by an indigenous
Indian vehicle, the mission highlighted the growing
sophistication of India’s launchinfrastructure and the
technical confidence that has been built through years
of methodical development and operational experi-
ence.

The successful flight of LVM3-M6 reflects the steady
momentum of India’s space programme under sus-
tained political and institutional support. Over the
past decade, the Indian Space Research Organisation
has transitioned from a primarily national mission-
oriented agency to a globally competitive space orga-
nization capable of delivering complex commercial
missions. The LVM3 platform has played a central role
in this transition, evolving from a developmental
heavy-lift launcher into a mature system trusted for
high-value payloads.

This mission assumes added significance asit marks
the third fully commercial deployment using the LVM3
vehicle. Conducted under acommercial arrangement
between NewSpace India Limited, the government-
owned commercial arm of ISRO, and the United States-
based company AST SpaceMobile, the launch under-
scores India’s growing integration into the
international space economy. The success of such
missions enhances confidence among global satellite
operators seeking dependable, cost-effective alterna-
tives for launchinglarge and technologically advanced
spacecraft.

Fromatechnical perspective, the LVM3-M6 mission
demonstrated a high degree of precision in orbital
insertion, reinforcing the vehicle’s reputation for
accuracy and consistency. The flawless execution of
all mission phases, from lift-off to satellite separation,
further consolidates the LVM3’s standing among
contemporary heavy-lift launch vehicles worldwide.
This reliability is particularly crucial at a time when
demand for heavy payload launches is rising sharply
due to the proliferation of large communication satel-

lites and constellation-based systems.

The satellite deployed during the mission, BlueBird
Block-2, forms part of a next-generation communica-
tion constellation aimed at enabling direct cellular
broadband connectivity from space to standard mobile
smartphones. Unlike traditional satellite communica-
tionsystems thatrequire specialized ground terminals,
this architecture seeks to integrate seamlessly with
existing mobile devices. Ifimplemented at scale, such
technology could redefine global connectivity by
extending network coverage toremote and underserved
regions, maritime zones, and areas affected by natural
disasters or infrastructure disruptions.

India’s role in supporting such advanced commu-
nication missions highlights the increasing techno-
logical confidence of its space sector. By facilitating
the deployment of cutting-edge satellites, ISRO and
itscommercial partners are contributing to the broad-
er transformation of how space-based services are
delivered worldwide. The successful launch of BlueBird
Block-2 is therefore not only a technical achievement
but also a strategic contribution to the future of glob-
al telecommunications.

The LVM3-M6 mission also reflects India’s long-

standing emphasis on self-reliance in critical tech-
nologies. The launch vehicle, its propulsion systems,
avionics,and ground supportinfrastructure have been
developed largely through indigenous efforts, sup-
ported by agrowing ecosystem of domesticindustries
and research institutions. This emphasis on indigeni-
sation has allowed India to build complex systems
while maintaining cost efficiency and operational
control, attributes that have become hallmarks of the
country’s space programme.

Asthe LVM3 continues to demonstrate its heavy-lift
capabilities, its importance extends beyond commer-
ciallaunches. The vehicle forms the backbone of India’s
human spaceflight ambitions under the Gaganyaan
programme and is expected to play a pivotal role in
future deep-space and planetary missions. Each suc-
cessful mission strengthens confidence in the vehicle’s
ability to meet the stringent safety and reliability
requirements of crewed spaceflight and long-duration
missions.

Ontheglobal stage, India’s space achievements are
increasingly being viewed through the lens of strate-
gic capability and economic opportunity. The inter-
national launch market is becoming more competitive,
with established and emerging players vying for a
share of the growing demand for satellite deployment.
In this environment, India’s combination of techno-
logical reliability, competitive pricing, and a strong
record of mission success positions it as an attractive
partner for governments and private companies alike.

The success of the LVM3-M6 mission reinforces
India’simage as a spacefaring nation capable of execut-
ing complex, high-stakes operations with consistency.
It also signals a broader shift in the country’s space
policy, which now places greater emphasis on com-
mercialization, private sector participation, and inter-
national collaboration. These elements are expected
to drive the next phase of growth in India’s space
sector, expanding its contribution to both national
development and the global space economy.

Looking ahead, the experience gained from the
LVM3-M6 mission is expected to inform future
enhancements to India’s heavy-lift launch capabilities.
As satellite technologies evolve and payload require-
ments become more demanding, continued innovation
inlaunch systems will be essential. The demonstrated
performance ofthe LVM3 provides a strong foundation
for such advancements and reinforces confidence in
India’s ability to meet future challenges in space
exploration and satellite deployment.

In many ways, the LVM3-M6 mission encapsulates
the broader trajectory of India’s space programme—
marked by incremental progress, technological self-
reliance, and an increasingly outward-looking orien-
tation. By successfully executing one of its most
demanding commercial missions to date, India has
notonly strengthened its positionin the globallaunch
marketbut alsoreaffirmed its long-term commitment
to excellence in space science and technology.

The author is a senior analyst and can be
mailed at m.hanief@gmail.com
X (Twitter): @haniefmha

Bodybuilding: One of the Most Addictive Sports Activities

E  SAHIL MANZOOR BHATTI

According to biological science,
human life passes through different
stages,and each stage hasits ownimpor-
tance. One of the most critical and sensi-
tive stages of life is adolescence. During
this period, many biological, physical,
and psychological changes take place
naturallyinthe humanbody. Adolescence
is the stage when hormonal changes
begin, and these hormones play a vital
role in shaping the body structure of
both malesand females. Because of these
changes, the body starts developing
strength, height, muscle mass,and emo-
tional maturity.

Adolescence usually starts at the age
of9yearsinfemalesand around 11 years
in males. This stage is considered very
crucial because teenagers are highly
influenced by their surroundings. Their
behavior, thinking pattern, and lifestyle
choices are shaped during this time. If
this stage is not handled properly, teen-
agers may get involved in negative
activities such as drug abuse, smoking,
alcohol consumption, aggressive behav-
ior,arrogance, stubbornness,impatience,
and other harmful habits. These issues
not only damage their health but also
affect society as a whole.

Therefore, teenagers need proper
guidance, counseling, motivation, and

positive engagement during this period.
Parents, teachers, society, and govern-
ment institutions must work together
for the upliftment of young minds. Our
society has produced many great per-
sonalities who have contributed enor-
mously to the nation through discipline,
dedication, and hard work. These role
models should be introduced to the youth
so that they can learn the value of a
healthy and purposeful life.

Despite various efforts by the gov-
ernment and administration at differ-
ent levels, we are still facing challeng-
es like drug addiction, crime, and
unhealthy lifestyles among the youth.
Although many awareness programs
are being conducted, the results are
not fully satisfactory. This shows that
we need stronger and more practical
solutions to engage young people in
positive activities. One of the best and
most effective solutions is promoting
sports and physical fitness, especially
bodybuilding.

Life is a mixture of positive and neg-
ative experiences. Every event in this
world hasits own storyand lesson. Today,
inthis article, | want to motivate people
of all age groups towards bodybuilding,
which is one of the most trending and
beneficial sportsactivitiesinthe country.
Bodybuilding is not just about develop-
ing muscles; it is about building disci-
pline, confidence,and a healthy lifestyle.

Indiaisamongthe countries that have
a rich history of sports and physical
culture. From ancient times, physical
fitness hasbeen given greatimportance.
Today, India has good sports infrastruc-
ture and actively participates in inter-
national sports events. Bodybuilding has
gained immense popularity in recent

years, especiallyamong the youth. Gyms
are opening everywhere,and people are
becoming more conscious about their
health and appearance.

From my personal experience, body-
building is one of the best and most
addictive sportsactivities. Once you start
exercising regularly, you feel energetic,
confident, and mentally relaxed. Body-
building gives an attractive shape to the
body and helps in maintaining overall
fitness. It improves strength, stamina,
flexibility, and endurance. More impor-
tantly, it keeps a person away from
unhealthy habits.

There are many benefits of
bodybuilding, some of which |
would like to highlight based on
my own experience:

B BoostsImmunity and Keeps

Diseases Away:

Regular bodybuilding exercises
strengthen the immune system. Astrong
body can fight infections and diseases
more effectively. People who exercise
regularly fall sick less often and recover
faster.

B Helps in Temperature

Regulation:

Bodybuilding keeps the body warm
during winters by improving blood cir-
culation. During summers, regular exer-
cise helps the body stay relaxed and
reduces stress levels.

B ReducesObesity and Burns

Extra Fat:

Bodybuilding is very effective for
obese people.Ithelps burnexcessfatand
brings the body weight to an optimal
level. Regular workouts improve metab-
olism and reduce the risk of lifestyle
diseases like diabetes and heart prob-
lems.

m Reduces Belly Fat and
Improves Digestion:

One of the major benefits of body-
building is the reduction of belly fat.
Exercise improves digestionandincreas-
esappetiteinahealthy way, which helps
in maintaining a balanced diet.

m Improves Mental Health:

Bodybuilding keeps the mind happy
and relaxed. Exercise releases stress,
anxiety, and depression. Whenever you
feellow or stressed, a good workout can
refresh your mood and improve mental
clarity.

Allthese benefits have motivated me
to adopt bodybuilding as a regular part
of my life. First of all, one must develop
a positive mindset and say to oneself: “I
wanttolook good, stay disease-free,and
live a healthy life.Iwill not fall into drug
addiction. I will motivate my friends to
engage in sports and fitness activities,
and I will remain fit and active.”

Nowadays, gym centers are available
almost everywhere. These gyms are
equipped with modern machines,
advanced equipment, music systems,
and hygienicenvironments. Trained and
experienced trainers are also available
to guide beginners properly. This pro-
vides a great opportunity, especially
during winter days, toburn extrafatand
build strength.

However, joining a gym alone is not
enough. One must follow discipline,
consistency, and a balanced diet. Diet
playsaveryimportantrolein bodybuild-
ing. A healthy diet should include pro-
teins, carbohydrates, healthy fats, fruits,
vegetables, and sufficient water. Junk
food, excessive sugar, and oily items
should be avoided. Natural food is always

better than artificial supplements.

Gym trainers should be followed sin-
cerely to avoid muscle cramps, injuries,
and bone-related problems. Beginners
should startslowlyand graduallyincrease
the intensity of workouts. Proper warm-
upand cool-down exercises arealsovery
important.

[ strongly suggest everyone, espe-
ciallyyouth, to join gym centers orengage
in some form of physical activity. It will
not only improve physical fitness but
also bring mental peace and self-confi-
dence. A fit body leads to a fit mind, and
a fit mind leads to a successful life.

The governmentand local administra-
tion should also take initiative by provid-
ing gym centers at the Panchayat and
village levels. This will encourage more
people to participate in fitness activities,
especially those who cannot afford pri-
vate gyms. Community fitness centers
canplayavitalroleinbuilding a healthy
society.

One important suggestion [ would
like to shareis to focus on machine exer-
cises for atleast sixmonthsin the begin-
ning. This helps in giving proper shape
and cutting to the body. People should
believe in natural diets and avoid unnec-
essary supplements, as they may have
side effects in the long run.

Inconclusion, bodybuildingis not just
a sport; it is a lifestyle. It keeps people
physically fit, mentally strong, and
socially responsible. It helps in fighting
negative habits and promotes a positive
approach towardslife.If our youth adopts
bodybuilding and fitness as a habit, we
canbuild a healthier, stronger,and more
disciplined society.

sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.com
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® DR. (H.C) SURINDERPAL SINGH

Cinnamon is one of the most ancient
and revered spices known to humanity,
derived from the inner bark of trees
belonging to the genus Cinnamomum.
Its use dates back several centuries,
where it occupied an important place
not only as a flavoring agent but also as
a medicinal substance in traditional
systems such as Ayurveda, Traditional
Chinese Medicine and Unani. Across
cultures and civilizations, cinnamon has
been valued for its warm aroma, distinc-
tive taste and healing potential. Even
today, its acceptance as a household
spice, particularly in kitchens, remains
widespread and unquestioned. In recent
decades, however, cinnamon has moved
beyond traditional wisdom and attract-
ed significant scientific attention due to
its diverse bioactive compounds and
promising health benefits.

Spices have historically played a dual
role in human societies, serving both
culinary and therapeutic purposes.
Among them, cinnamon holds adistinc-
tive position because of its global use
and well-documented medicinal attri-
butes. Botanically,cinnamonis obtained
from the dried inner bark of evergreen
trees, and among the many species of
Cinnamomum, two are most common-
ly used. Cinnamomum verum, also
known as Ceylon cinnamon or true cin-
namon, is considered milder and safer
for long-term use, while Cinnamomum
cassia, commonly referred to as Cassia
cinnamon, is strongerin flavorand more
widely available. Although both types
share aromatic and medicinal qualities,
they differ considerably in their chemi-
cal composition, especially in coumarin
content, which has implications for
safetyand dosage. Understanding these
differences is essential for the rational
and safe use of cinnamon in modern
healthcare and daily life.

The medicinal value of cinnamon is
largely attributed toits rich phytochem-
ical composition. It contains awiderange
of bioactive compounds, including cin-
namaldehyde, eugenol, cinnamic acid,
procyanidins and various polyphenols.
Cinnamaldehyde is the principal com-
pound responsible for cinnamon’s char-
acteristic aroma and taste, and it has
been shown to possess strongantimicro-
bial, anti-inflammatory and antioxidant
properties. Polyphenols present in cin-
namon contribute significantly toits abil-
ity to scavenge free radicals and improve
insulin sensitivity, making it particularly
valuable in metabolic disorders. Eugenol,
anotherimportant constituent, is known
forits analgesic and antiseptic properties
and has traditionally been used in dental
care and pain relief.

These bioactive compounds exert
their effects through multiple biological
mechanisms. Cinnamon has been found
to modulate inflammatory cytokines,
thereby reducing chronicinflammation

that underlies many modern diseases.
It improves insulin receptor signaling,
which enhances glucose uptake by cells
and supports better glycemic control.
Cinnamon also inhibits the growth of
various pathogenic microorganisms,
including bacteria and fungi, while its
antioxidant properties help neutralize
oxidative stress and protect cellular
structures from damage. The multifac-
eted mechanisms of action explain why
cinnamon has such a wide range of
therapeutic applications.

One of the most extensively
researched health benefits of cinnamon
relates to metabolic health and glycemic
control. Several clinical studies suggest
thatcinnamon canimprove insulin sen-
sitivity and help reduce fasting blood
glucose levels in individuals with type
2 diabetes when used as an adjunct to
standard medical therapy. Cinnamon
appears to slow gastric emptying and
enhance glucose metabolism, thereby
preventing sharp spikes in blood sugar
levels after meals. Although it should
notbeviewed asastandalone treatment
fordiabetes, its supportive role in glyce-
mic management has been widely
acknowledged.

Cinnamonalso plays arolein promot-
ing cardiovascular health. Research
indicates that regular consumption of
cinnamon may lead to modestreductions
intotal cholesterol, low-density lipopro-
tein cholesterol and triglycerides. These
effects are particularly important in
reducing the risk of atherosclerosis and
other cardiovascular disorders.The anti-
oxidant properties of cinnamon help pro-
tectthevascularendothelium from oxida-
tivedamage, whileitsanti-inflammatory
actionsmay furthersupporthearthealth.
Together, these benefits highlight cinna-
mon’s potential as a natural adjunct in
cardiovascular risk reduction.

Chronicinflammation and oxidative
stress are central contributors to many
non-communicable diseases, including

arthritis, cancer and neurodegenerative
disorders. Cinnamon’s polyphenolic
compounds playacrucial role in neutral-
izing free radicals and down-regulating
inflammatory pathways. By reducing
oxidative stress at the cellularlevel, cin-
namon supports overall cellular health
and may slow the progression of chron-
icdiseases. This anti-inflammatory and
antioxidant synergy makes cinnamon
particularly valuable in preventive
healthcare.

Another important aspect of cinna-
mon’s therapeutic profile is its antimi-
crobial and immune-supportive proper-
ties. Cinnamon has demonstrated
broad-spectrum activity against a vari-
ety of bacteria, fungi and even some
viruses. This antimicrobial action
explains its traditional use in treating
respiratory and gastrointestinal infec-
tions. By inhibiting the growth of harm-
fulmicroorganisms, cinnamon supports
the body’s natural defense mechanisms
and contributes toimmune modulation.
Intraditional medicine, it has often been
used tomanage coughs, colds and diges-
tive infections, reflecting its role as a
natural immune enhancer.

Cinnamon has also been tradition-
ally associated with digestive and gas-
trointestinal health. It has been used for
centuries torelieve indigestion, bloating
and flatulence. Cinnamon stimulates the
secretion of digestive enzymes,improves
gutmotilityand helps maintaina healthy
balance of gut microorganisms. Its car-
minative properties reduce gas forma-
tion, while its antimicrobial effects may
help suppress pathogenicbacteriainthe
gastrointestinal tract. As a result, cin-
namon continues to be a popular rem-
edy for various digestive complaints.

In recent years, emerging research
has explored the neuroprotective and
cognitive effects of cinnamon. Prelimi-
nary studies suggest that certain cin-
namon compounds may inhibit the
aggregation of tau proteins, a key path-

ological feature in neurodegenerative
conditions such as Alzheimer's disease.
Additionally, by reducing oxidative stress
in neural tissue, cinnamon may help
protect brain cells from damage. While
these findingsare promising, more exten-
sive humanstudies are required to estab-
lish definitive conclusions. Nevertheless,
the potential role of cinnamonin support-
ing cognitive healthadds another dimen-
sion to its medicinal value.

Cinnamon can be incorporated into
daily life in several practical ways.
Dietary inclusion is the most common
and simplest method, with cinnamon
powder added to tea, milk, cereals, fruits,
soups and curries. Cinnamon infusion
or tea, prepared by boiling cinnamon
sticks in water, allows for the extraction
of active compounds in a gentle and
traditional manner.In some cases, stan-
dardized cinnamon extracts are available
as nutraceutical supplements and may
be used under medical guidance, par-
ticularly for metabolic support. Cinna-
mon has also been used topically in
diluted forms for its antifungal or anti-
septic properties, although suchapplica-
tionsrequire caution toavoid skin irrita-
tion. For regular and long-term use,
Ceylon cinnamonis generally preferred
because of its lower coumarin content
and better safety profile.

The advantages of cinnamon use are
numerous. Itisanatural, affordable and
widely available spice with multifunc-
tional health benefits that span meta-
bolic, cardiovascular, digestive and
immune systems. Its rich antioxidant
profile and long history of traditional
use, now increasingly supported by
scientificresearch, makeitanappealing
choice for health-consciousindividuals.
However, like all natural substances,
cinnamonis not without limitations and
precautions.

One of the primary concerns associ-
ated with cinnamon consumption is
coumarin toxicity, particularly with

e Mystic Herb: Cinnamon

One of the most extensively
researched health benefits
of cinnamon relates to
metabolic health and
glycemic control. Several
clinical studies suggest that
cinnamon can improve
insulin sensitivity and help
reduce fasting blood
glucose levels in individuals
with type 2 diabetes when
used as an adjunct to
standard medical therapy.
Cinnamon appears to slow
gastric emptying and
enhance glucose
metabolism, thereby
preventing sharp spikes in
blood sugar levels after
meals. Although it should
not be viewed as a
standalone treatment for
diabetes, its supportive role
in glycemic management
has been widely
acknowledged.

Cassia cinnamon, which contains high-
er levels of this compound. Excessive
intake of coumarin may lead to liver
toxicity and other adverse effects, espe-
ciallywhen consumed over long periods.
Cinnamon may alsointeract with certain
medications, including antidiabeticand
anticoagulantdrugs, potentially enhanc-
ing their effects and increasing the risk
of side effects. Although rare, allergic
reactions to cinnamon can occur, espe-
cially with topical exposure. Itis impor-
tanttoemphasize that cinnamon should
not be considered a substitute for med-
ical treatment but rathera complemen-
tary approach that supports evidence-
based therapies. Moderation, informed
selection of cinnamon type and aware-
ness of individual health conditions are
essential for safe consumption.

In conclusion, cinnamon represents
a compelling example of how tradi-
tional dietary elements can offer sig-
nificanthealth benefits when examined
through the lens of modern science. Its
antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, antimi-
crobial and metabolic effects make it a
valuable adjunctin preventive and sup-
portive healthcare. At the same time,
responsible use guided by scientific
evidence, appropriate dosage and aware-
ness of potential risks is crucial. With
continued research and mindful con-
sumption, cinnamon cantruly be regard-
ed as a natural boon for human health,
bridging the wisdom of ancient traditions
with the rigor of contemporary science.

The author is a Faculty in
Science Department Sri Amritsar
Sahib, Punjab

Dr. Tasaduk Awarded Prestigious
EACCME Certification

DR.JIBRAN BASHIR

Orthopedic Surgeon

MBBS, DNB ORTHOPAEDICS, D.ORTHO, MNAMS.
FELLOWSHIP JOINT REPLACEMENT & SPORTS INJURY GERMANY
EX CONSULTANT ORTHOPEDIC TRAUMA & ROBOTIC JOINT REPLACEMENT AIMS - FBD

Eminent | & K physician, Dr.
Tasaduk Hussain Itoo has been
awarded the prestigious Euro-
pean Accreditation Council for
Continuing Medical Education
(EACCME) certificationin Clinical
Endocrinology, Diabetes and
Metabolism.

The certification was conferred
by the European Union of Medical
Specialists (UEMS) following his
successful participationinthe 34th
European Society of Endocrinol-
ogy (ESE) International Postgradu-
ate Course in Clinical Endocrinol-
ogy, Diabetes and Metabolism, held
virtually live from the United King-
dom.

Dr. Itoo was awarded 10 Euro-
pean CME Credits (ECMECs) for
successfully completing the five-
day intensive academic pro-

®© 00 ©

gramme, which focused onadvanc-
es in diabetes technology and
management; thyroid disorders;
adrenaldisorders; hormone abuse,
and polyendocrine syndromes.

The certificate bears the signa-
tures of Prof. Vassilios Papalois
(President UEMS) and Dr. Joao
Grenho(Secretary General, UEMS).
The achievementreflects Dr.Itoo’s
continued commitment to inter-
nationally accredited medicaledu-
cation and excellence in patient
care.

Pertinently, the European Union
of Medical Specialists (UEMS) is a
reputed professional organization
of doctors of the European Union
that promotes high levels of med-
ical training and practice, to
improve and guarantee the highest
level of patient care.
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Satish Sharma pays
obeisance at Dev Sathan
Balli, announces ¥30
lakh for development of
Block Kharah Balli

m HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, JAN 3: Minister for Food, Civil Supplies &
Consumer Affairs, Transport, Information Technology,
Youth Services and Sports, Satish Sharma, today paid
obeisance at the revered Dev Sathan Balli on the eve of
the annual religious congregation and prayed for peace,
harmony and prosperity of the people of the region.

Following the religious ceremony, the Minister
addressed ahuge publicgatheringat KharahBalli, where
he held detailed interaction with the local residents,
religious leaders and representatives of various sections
of society. He reiterated that the Omar Abdullah-led
government is firmly committed towards ensuring
inclusive, equitable and people-centric development,
particularlyinborderandruralareas thathave remained
vulnerable and underserved for decades.

The Minister was accompanied by MLA Chanapora,
Mushtaq Guru besides senior civil and police officers
during the visit.

The Minister also conducted an on-the-spot inspec-
tion of the playfield at Balli, which is currently under
construction.

Stressing theimportance of sports foryouth empow-
erment and positive engagement, he directed the con-
cerned departments to expedite the work and ensure
that the facility is completed at the earliest with proper
quality standards.

Giving a major boost to development in the area, the
Minister announced 230 lakh from his Constituency
Development Fund (CDF)for undertaking various devel-
opment works in Block Kharah Balli. These works will
includeimprovementoflocalinfrastructure, strengthen-
ingofcivicamenities and creation of community-friend-
ly facilities to enhance the quality of life of the people.

Highlighting the strategic importance of Chhamb,
Satish Sharma said the area has witnessed several wars
inthe pastand continues to face challenges due to cross-
bordershellingandfiring".Heacknowledged theresilience
and sacrifices of the people living in the border belt and
assured them that the government is fully sensitive to
their concerns and is working towards improving the
infrastructure, safety measures, connectivity and basic
services in such vulnerable areas.

The Minister underlined that the present government
is guided by the politics of development, which, he said,
willrise above all other political ideologies. “Sustainable
development, peace and prosperity of the people will
always remain our foremost priority. Through focused
governance and transparentimplementation of schemes,
we aim to bring lasting change to every region, espe-
cially border and rural belts,” he said.

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of AJAZ AHMAD BHAT S/O GH MOHD
BHAT R/O DOLIPORA  for the issuance of LEGAL HEIR

certificate
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that GH MOHD
BHAT S /O ABDUL KHALIQ BHAT has passed away on
02/11/2025 .The report of the patwari further depicts that
the deceased has left behind following dependent as tabulated
below

1..., SHAMEEMA BEGUM wife ,63 pensioner

2...., AJAZ AHMAD BHAT SON 42 years Govt employee

3...MUMTAZA BEGUM dauhter 45 years H/W

4,.IMTIYAZ AHMAD BHAT Son 37 years private jab

5..TAWHEED AHMAD Son 32 shopkeeper

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Legal heir certificate
in favour of Self

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Public Notice

My son's parentage and date of Birth has been wrongly written
as SHOWKAT AHMED SHAH & Date of Birth is 26/03/2014 in his
school regard while his correct parentage is SHOWKAT AHMAD
SHAH & his correct date of Birth is 22/11/2012 which needs to be
corrected if anybody having any objection in this regard he / she
may file his/her objection in the office of Govt Middle School
Shrakwara / ZEO WAGOORA within seven days from publication
of this notice after that no objection will be entertained.

Name...SHOWKAT AHMAD SHAH
F/O NASIR AHMAD SHAH
R/O ...JAHANGIRPORA SHAKWARA

Public Notice

Iam applying for fresh Pesticide License under the name Dar
Pesticides Kreeri properator MOHD IRFAN DAR In this regard if
anybody is having any objection may file the same to PPO Lal
Mandi Srinagar within the time period of 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.

Name..... MOHD IRFAN DAR
S/0 AB RASHID DAR
R/O ...PUTHAR AUTHOORA BARAMULLA

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development
Officer Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertainingto
Birth of TALIBHUSSAIN BEIGH S/O MOHD LATEEF BEIGH
R/O AUTHOORA Tehsil KREERI Distt. Baramulla having
verified the date of Birth as 30/04/1990 and event has
been shown to be occured at HOME for issuance of delay
order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay
order of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Public Notice

This is for information of general public that the (Electric bill

) power connection is registered on my Fathers name Late GH
MOHD PANDITH S/O GH HAYDER PANDITH R/O AUTHOORA
.Now this Connection bearing Consumer ID NO 0212040006290
wants to be registered on my MOHAMMAD HUSSAIN MANSOOR
S/O late GH MOHD PANDITH  R/O AUTHOORA .If anybody
have any objection in this regard He/She may file his/her objection
in the concerned PDD office  within seven days from the date of
publication ofthis notice after that no objection will be entertained
Name..MOHAMMAD HUSSAIN MANSOOR

S/0 ... LATE GH MOHD PANDITH

R/O ...AUTHOORA

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development
Officer Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertainingto
Birth of ABDUL GANI MIR S/O ABDUL AZIZMIR  R/O
PUSNAG Tehsil KREERI Distt. Baramulla having verified
the date of Birth as 04/08/1965 and event has been shown
to be occured at HOME for issuance of delay order .In this
connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Public Notice

I FATIMA BEGUM W/O LATE ABDUL RASHID RATHER R/O
TAKIYA YOUSUF SHAH Block WAGOORA Dist BARAMULLA hereby
inform the general public that my Son FAROOQ AHMAD RATHER
S/O ABDUL RASHID RATHER R/O Takiya Yousuf Shah expired
04/06/1993. That I am now applying for issuance of his Death
Certificate from concerned authorities .If anybody has any objection
in this regard he/she may file the same before the BDO office
WAGOORA / TEHSIL office WAGOORA  within seven days from
the date of publication of this notice .After the expiry of the said
period no objection shall be entertained.

Name....FATIMA BEGUM

W/O ....ABDUL RASHID RATHER
R/O TAKIYA YOUSUF SHAH
BLOCK.... WAGOORA

Public Notice

This is for information of general public that the (Electric bill
) power connection is registered on my Fathers name AB AZIZ
TEELI R/O WATERGAM .Now this Connection bearing Consumer
ID NO 0212040001028 wants to be registered on my name GH
HASSAN TEELI S/O. ABDUL AZIZ TEELI R/O WATERGA .If
anybody have any objection in this regard He/She may file his/her
objection in the concerned PDD office  within seven days from
the date of publication ofthis notice after that no objection will be
entertained.

Name.GH HASSAN TEELI
S/0... ABAZIZ TEELI
R/O ...WATERGAM

Public Notice

My Daughter's parentage wrongly mentioned in her Date of
Birth certificate (DOB) as Showket Ahmad Dar instead of Showkat
Ahmad Dar.Now I am applying for its correction if anybody have
any objection in this regard He/She may Contact Registrar Births
and Deaths Wagoora within seven days from the publication of
this notice after that no objection will be entertained.

SHOWKAT AHMAD DAR F/O DUAH JAAN
R/O NAGBAL KREERI BARAMULLA

Public Notice

This is for information of general public that the (Electric bill

) power connection is registered on my Fathers name HABIB

GANAIE S/O MAHAD GANAIE R/O WATERGAM .Now this

Connection bearing Consumer ID NO 0212040000995 wants to

be registered on my name MOHD YOUSUF GANAIE S/O HABIB

GANAIE R/O WATERGA .If anybody have any objection in this

regard He/She may file his/her objection in the concerned PDD

office within seven days from the date of publication ofthis notice
after that no objection will be entertained.

Name..MOHD YOUSUF GANAIE

S/0 ... HABIB GANAE

R/O ...WATERGAM

Mission - Poshan
Department of Social Welfare | Jammu and Kashmir

Office of the Child Development Project
Officer Poshan Project Rajwar

Advertisement Notice: No.01 of 2026 | Dated: 02.01.2026

Subject: Advertisement for Recruitment of Sanginis (Anganwadi Workers) & Sahayikas (Anganwadi Helper) in Anganwadi Centre
of POSHAN Project Rajwar.

Reference: 1. Government Order No 222-JK (SWD) of 2022 Dated: 30.11.2022.

2. Government Order No.103-JK (SWD) of 2023 dated: 28.04.2023.

3. Government Directions vide No. SWD-ICDS/43/2022, Dated 14.08.2023.

Approval has been accorded, vide letter No: -MD/Poshan/47213-23 Dated: 24-12-2025 & endorsed by Programme officer ICDS
District Kupwara vide No: DPO Poshan/25/6043-55 dated: -29-12-2025 for filling up of vacancies of Sanginis (Anganwadi Workers)
& Sahayikas (Anganwadi Helpers) in Anganwadi Centers of POSHAN Project Rajwar as per the details given below:

Sr. No. | Name of Project Name of Post No. of Post
1 Rajwar AWW 02
2 Rajwar AWH 03

Applications are invited in the Prescribed Performa in Annexure "A" from the eligible candidates for engagement as Anganwadi
Workers & Anganwadi Helper on Honorarium basis for aforementioned posts of Anganwadi Centre. The important dates/details
with regard to the posts are as under:

a) Date of commencement for submission of application 02.01.2026

b) Last date for submission of applications is 18.01.2026 up to 04.00 PM.

¢) Annexure B- Name of the Post, Location/Ward, Qualification and Criteria for selection

d) Annexure C- Affidavit
ANNEXURE 'A'

Format of Application

. Name of POSHAN Project RAJWAR

. Name of Anganwadi Centr?a ______________________
. Post applied for
. Name of the Candidate

1
2
3
4
5. Father's Name
6
7
8

Passport Size
Photograph
Signed By
Gazetted
Officer

. Husband's Name (If married)
. Residence
. Ward No.
9. Address for correspondence
10. Contact No.
11. Date of Birth
12. Age as on 01.01.2026
13. Economic Status: NPHH/PHH/AAY.
14. Widow/Destitute (If any):
15. Academic Qualification:

Panchayat Halga

S.No. Examination passed | Board/University Year of Passing Marks Obtained Total Marks Percentage

16. Do the applicant belong within the famity of retiring AWW/AWH (YES/NO)

17. Document Attached: 1. 2.
3. 4. 5
Signature of the candidate
Date:
ANNEXURE 'B'
Detail of Vacant Posts (AWW/AWH) along with name and location of AWC.
Sr. No. | Name of Anganwadi Centre | Ward No. | Panchayat Halga/ MC-Ward | Name of Post No. of Post

1 AWC Nilipora “B” 02 Nilipora Sangin (Anganwadi Worker) \

2 AWC Harnipora “B” 05 Shehlal Sangin (Anganwadi Worker) 01

Sr. No. | Name of Anganwadi Centre | Ward No. | Panchayat Halga/ MC-Ward | Name of Post No. of Post

1 AWC Zachaldara “B” 01 Zachaldara "B" Sahayika (Anganwadi Worker) | 01

2 AWC Gonipora “B” 06 Gonipora Sahayika (Anganwadi Worker) | 01

3 AWC Bowan "A” 02 Bowan Watsar Sahayika (Anganwadi Worker) | 01
Eligibility:

For Anganwadi Workers

1. The candidate must be domicile of the UT of J&K.

2. Women candidates in the age group of 18-37 years shall be eligible.

3. The candidate should be a resident of the electoral Ward where Anganwadi Centre is situated.

Name in the voter list for the ward shall be considered as the proof of residence of the candidate. In case the name of the
candidate appears in the voter list along with her parents, then she must provide certificate of being un-married issued by the
concerned Tehsildar. Wherever, there is any dispute as to residence for any reason, then a residence proof certifying the ward of
residence from the concerned SDM/ACR shall be considered.

4. Minimum qualification for Anganwadi Worker shall be 10+ 2 and maximum graduation. In case no 10+2 pass candidate is
available in the ward, 1042 pass candidate from the adjoining ward shall be considered which would require prior approval of Mission
Director, Mission POSHAN.

5. In case suitable candidate is not available for adjoining ward, candidate from the nearest ward within the Panchayat/MC can
be considered subject to the approval of the MD, Mission POSHAN.

6. Weightage shall be given on the basis of marks obtained in 10+2 and selection shall be done purely on merit basis and no
other criteria to be considered.

7. In case of tie in merit of the eligible candidate, candidate with higher age will be preferred.

8. Candidate with qualification higher than graduation shall not be considered.

9. In case eligible candidate is available within the family of retiring, AWW/AWH, the said candidate shall qualify for additional
two percent points.

Eligibility:

A. Anganwadi Helpers

1. The selection of Helper shall be restricted to the electoral ward where Anganwadi Centre is located.

2. Women candidates in the age group of 18-37 years shall be eligible.

3. The candidate must be domicile of the UT of J&K.

4. Minimum qualification for Anganwadi Helper shall be matriculation.

5. In case no matriculate candidate available in the ward, candidates with qualification not less than 8th standard shall be
considered.

6. The committee shall select the (Anganwadi Helper) amongst eligible applicants, a married women on the basis of marks
obtained in the class 10th. However, in rarest of rare cases where selection committee finds a widow headed household with no
income source or a completely destitute lady with zero source of income, in such cases preference may be given, if other things
are equal. In case no married candidate is available, unmarried candidate may be considered

Document Verification

1) The candidate who is shortlisted for document verification will be required to appear for Document Verification along-with
the original documents as well as self-attested Photostat copy of each document as per the Advertisement Notification. The candidate
must be in possession of the prescribed academic qualification and other document like Domicile Certificate, on or before the last
date of submission of application form.

a) Marks sheet(s)/Diploma/Degree of the qualification prescribed for the post as per Advertisement Notification.

b) Date of Birth/Matriculate Certificate.

) Domicile Certificate.

d) Un-married Certificate (where required)

2) Candidates have to bring two passport size recent color photographs and one original Photo ID proof, Photo ID Proof can be:

i) Aadhar Card ii) Voter ID card.

3) The candidate who is supposed to furnish various certificates issued by or before the prescribed cutoff date, shall be required
to produce them at the time of Document Verification or as may be sought by the Committee; in case of failure, the committee shall
take necessary decision which shall be final.

ANNEXURE C

All applicants to submit affidavit stating following facts:

1. All Documents submitted are correct, without any mismatch, scanning, duplicate or fallacious in nature. If found incorrect
or in any of the above stated situation the candidature of deponent may be cancelled and liable to action under law.

2. Maximum qualification is Graduation for vacancy of Anganwadi worker and Class X for Anganwadi Helper and this is as per
facts and onus of proving it to be true lies with the deponent.

3. The deponent has read the HR policy no. 222-JK (SWD) of 2022 dated: 30.11.2022 and is well versed with all salient features
of the policy and shall be applicable to the deponent in case of selection as Anganwadi worker/ Anganwadi Helper.

4. That, if engaged as AWH, I will not claim that the said AWC may be male functional at my home/accommodation.

No: POSHAN/HR/2025/691-70 | Dated: 02-01-2026

Sd/- Child Dev. Project Officer, POSHAN Project Rajwar
DIPK: 9664/25 | Dated: 03-01-2026
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Rana reviews PHE, Irrigation and Forest
sector works in Kalakote-Sunderbam

m  HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

JAMMU, JANUARY 03: Minister
for Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology &
Environment and Tribal Affairs,
Javed AhmedRana, today conducted
a comprehensive review of the
functioning and progress of Public
Health Engineering(PHE), Irrigation
and Forest sector works in the
Kalakote-Sunderbani area.

Thereviewaimed atenhancing
the service delivery, identifying
bottlenecks and strengthening
infrastructure toensure maximum
benefit to people of the area.

The review meeting was
attended by MLA Kalakote-
Sunderbani Thakur Randhir Singh,
ChiefConservator of Forests Jammu,
Conservator of Forests, Chief
Engineer PHE Jammu, Chief
EngineerIrrigation & Flood Control
Jammu, Divisional Forest Officer
Rajouri along with other senior
officers of the concerned
departments.

Whilereviewing the PHE sector
works, the Minister directed the
officers to conduct a detailed
assessment of non-functional
machineryandincomplete projects.
He asked for identifying the
underlying causes such as
mechanical failures, inadequate

shortcomings. He instructed the
departments to formulate time-
bound corrective action plans to
restore functionality at the earliest.

The Minister stressed the need
for strengthening and upgrading
the existing PHE and irrigation
infrastructure, including pumping
stations, water supply schemes
andirrigation channels, to ensure
reliable, sustainable and
uninterrupted services for the
public. Special emphasis was laid
on revival of defunct dug wells,
particularly in water-scarce areas
of the constituency.

The concerned departments
were directed to assess the
technical viability of such wells
and take up cleaning, repair and
restoration works wherever feasible
toaugmentlocal water resources.

of regular field monitoring, Rana
instructed the officers tointensify
on-ground inspections to ensure
quality execution of works,
adherence to timelines and prompt
redressal of public grievances.

The Minister alsoreviewed the
progressonJalJeevan Mission (JJM)
schemes nearing completion. He
directed the officers to submit
detailed reports on the physical
and financial status of various
schemes being implemented in
the Kalakote-Sunderbani
constituency.

He reiterated Omar Abdullah
government’scommitmenttowards
providing safe and adequate
drinking water to every household.

During the meeting, irrigation
and flood control works were
reviewed in detail. The progress

was assessed and directions were
issued toensure quality execution
and completion within stipulated
timelines to safeguard vulnerable
and flood-prone areas.

The meeting was informed that
two irrigation works have been
proposed under NABARD to further
strengthen irrigation and flood
protection infrastructure in the

constituency.
The Minister stressed
expediting all procedural

formalities to facilitate early
execution of these projects.
Adetailedreview of forest sector
activities was also undertaken.
The Minister was apprised of
works beingexecuted under CAPEX
and CAMPA, including construction
of boundary walls, erection of
boundary pillars and plantation

The status of the Nagar Van at
Sialsuiwasreviewed, withemphasis
on its proper development,
maintenance and protection.

Progress under the Green India
Mission was also assessed and the
Minister directed the officers to
check fresh encroachments on
forestland. Helaid special emphasis
on soil and water conservation
measures, particularly in view of
emerging climatic challenges. He
stressed for strengthening the
conservation efforts to protect
natural resources, enhance
ecologicalresilience and promote
sustainable development.

Reiterating that tribal
developmentremains akey priority
ofthe present dispensation, Rana
laid special focus on inclusive
development oftribal communities
during the meeting. He directed
the officers to ensure focused
implementation of welfare schemes,
improved access to basic services
and creation of sustainable
livelihood opportunities for tribal
populations in the Kalakote-
Sunderbani constituency.

Rana directed the officers to
commit to efficient, transparent
and people-centricimplementation
of PHE, irrigation and forest sector
projects so that overall quality of

maintenance and logistical

Highlighting the importance

of ongoing flood protection projects

drives.

life is improved.

AC State Taxes reviews GST
enforcement

m HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR,JANUARY 03: Inasignificant push towards
enhanced revenue mobilization and stricter GST compliance,
Additional Commissioner, State Taxes (Administration
and Enforcement), Kashmir Division, Parveez Ahmad Raina,
today chaired a comprehensive review meeting with senior
officials of the department. The meeting was attended by
Deputy Commissioner Enforcement (Central), Deputy
Commissioner IT, State Taxes Officers, and other key
functionaries from across the Kashmir Division. The
deliberations covered awiderange of criticalissues, including
enforcement measures, advanced data analytics, revenue
realization up to December 31, 2025, progress in cash
settlements, audit cases under Section 65 of the JKGST
Act, time-barred cases for FY 2021-22 under Section 73,
and concerted action against fake Input Tax Credit (ITC)
frauds. Officers presented in-depth updates on enforcement
activities and the effective deployment of IT-enabled data
analytical tools. A detailed sector-wise analysis was
undertaken to pinpoint vulnerabilities and bolster compliance
mechanisms. Highlighting the division’s performance, it
was noted that the Kashmir Division has recorded an
impressive 16.55% year-on-year growth in cash revenue
and 4.56% growth in settlement revenue for the current
financial year 2025-26 (up to December 31,2025), reflecting
the positive outcomes of rate rationalization measures
introduced under the GST 2.0 framework. Fresh targets
were assigned to circles to ensure achievement of the
allocated revenue goals for the remaining period of the
financialyear. The meetingalsoacknowledged the beneficial
impact of GST 2.0 reforms in simplifying tax structures,
easing the burden on essential goods, and fostering fair
trade practices. The Additional Commissioner, underscored
the need for intensified efforts in key areas, including
expeditious recovery through DRC-03, reversal of ineligible
IGST claims, and optimal cash utilization under Rule 86B.
Hedirected officers toredouble their focus on these priorities
while continuing to leverage cutting-edge data analytics
toolstodetectand deter ITC misuse.Rainafurtheremphasized
continuous skill upgradation of field teams to strengthen
capabilities in combating tax evasion and promoting ethical
trade practices. “The State Taxes Department remains
steadfast in building a transparent, technology-driven,
and taxpayer-friendly ecosystem. The encouraging growth
trajectory achieved so far is a testament to our collective
efforts, and with renewed focus on enforcement and
compliance, we are confident of surpassing our annual
targets while protecting revenue and consumer interests,”
stated the Additional Commissioner. The meeting concluded
on a determined note, with clear actionable directives
issued toall circles to accelerate pending recoveries, close
auditand adjudication cases, and sustain the momentum
of revenue augmentation across the Kashmir Division.

DC Kupwara reviews progress of JJM schemes,
implementation of SASCI Scheme

m  HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

KUPWARA, JANUARY 3: Deputy
Commissioner Kupwara, Shrikant
Suse, today convened a series of
meetings of concerned officers to
review the status of Water Supply
Schemes (WSS) under the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) that have been granted
extensions for completion, besides,
reviewing implementation of SASCI
scheme.

The meeting was attended by the
Superintending Engineer, Hydraulic
Circle Kupwara; Superintending
Engineer,R&B; Chief Education Officer;
Chief Planning Officer; Executive
EngineerJal Shaktiand other concerned

officers.

Reviewing the progress under]JM,
the Deputy Commissioner emphasized
the need for concerted efforts and
expedited execution of the pending
works, directing officers to ensure
completion of allincomplete projects
within the revised timelines.

He also directed to Jal Shakti
department to actively addressissues
regarding drinking water during
ongoing winter.

In a separate meeting, the DC
reviewed the implementation of the
Special Assistance to States for Capital
Investment (SASCI) scheme in the
district.

During the meeting, the Deputy

Commissioner directed all concerned
departments to submit detailed
proposals of works to be taken up
under the SASCI scheme to ensure
their timely execution. He emphasized
that the projects proposed should
be impact-oriented and aimed at
improving the quality of life of the
people in the district.

The Deputy Commissioner stressed
that priority should be accorded to
projectsrelated to disaster mitigation.

He further instructed the officers
toensure that complete details of the
proposed works are submitted within
one week positively, enabling early
approval and promptexecution of the
projects under the scheme.

DC Srinagar flags off Mobile
Veterinary Units for vaccination
of livestock against FMD

m  HT NEWS DESK/ DIPR

SRINAGAR JANUARY 03:- Deputy Commissioner
(DC)Srinagar, Akshay Labroo on Saturday kick-started
the 7thround of vaccination against Foot and Mouth
Disease (FMD) by flagging off mobile veterinary units
from the DC Office premises here.

Thedistrict-wide vaccinationdrive is being carried
out by the District Sheep Husbandry Department
with the objective of protecting livestock and
strengthening disease prevention mechanisms across

Srinagar.

The mobile veterinary units will visit villages,
urban localities and remote areas of the district to
vaccinate livestock at the doorstep, making the process
accessible and convenient for farmers.

Speaking on the occasion, the DChighlighted the
importance of timely vaccination to safeguard livestock
from Foot and Mouth Disease, which causes heavy
economiclosses to farmers and livestock owners. He
stressed that the administration is committed to
ensuring 100 percent vaccination coverage of the
sheep population and other susceptible animals in
the district.

The DC directed the concerned to ensure proper
planning, monitoring, and execution of the vaccination
campaign so that every livestock pocket is covered
efficiently. He also appealed to livestock owners to
extend full cooperation to veterinary teams and
ensure theiranimals are vaccinated during the drive.

The Deputy Commissioner added that the 7th
round of FMD vaccinationis part of the Government’s
ongoingefforts to control animal diseases and enhance
livestock health, productivity,and farmers’ livelihoods.

He wasinformed that under the campaign, mobile
veterinary units will reach farmers at their doorsteps,
providing free-of-cost vaccination services to about
3,400 farming families across Srinagar district, covering
nearly 58,000 sheep and goats and 28,000 cattle.

District Sheep Husbandry Officer, Dr, Mohammad
Ashraf, Officials of Sheep Husbandry Department,
Veterinary Officers, Field staff and other concerned
were present during the launch of the vaccination
drive.

Commissioner SMC reviews Mun|C|pc|I Asset Mapplng, Monetisation

m HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR, JANUARY 3:
Reinforcing the Srinagar Municipal
Corporation’s (SMC) commitment
to financial sustainability and
efficient urban governance, the
Commissioner, SMC, Faz Lul
Haseeb, today conducted the
inspections of municipal assets
with a focused thrust on
strengthening revenue generation
as the backbone for delivering
hassle-free civic services to the
citizens of Srinagar.

The Commissioner carried
out an extensive on-site
inspection of municipal assets
at Hazuri Bagh, accompanied
by the Joint Commissioner,
Suhail UlIslam, Chief Revenue
Officer,and other senior officers
of the Corporation.

During the inspection, the
Commissioner reviewed the
status, condition, functionality,
and utilisation of key municipal
properties and facilities as part
of the ongoing asset mapping
and monetisation initiative. He
assessed their potential for

enhanced utilisation through
structured, transparent, and
policy-compliant monetisation
models aimed at improving
financial sustainability.
Highlighting the direct
linkage between robust
municipal revenues and quality
civic service delivery, the
Commissioner emphasised that
sustainable revenue generation
is essential for ensuring
uninterrupted sanitation
services, improved urban
infrastructure, efficient public
utilities, and timely delivery of
civicamenities across the city.
He stated that municipal assets
are valuable public resources
and must be managed
professionally and responsibly
in the larger public interest.
The Commissioner directed
the concerned officers to prepare
a comprehensive and updated
inventory of all municipal assets,
identify underutilised properties,
and initiate time-bound
measures for their effective
monetisation strictly in
accordance with prescribed

rules and government policies.
He further stressed the
importance of innovative yet
accountable asset utilisation
strategies to enhance the
Corporation’s financial
resilience.

The Commissioner also
underscored the need forregular
monitoring, systematic
maintenance, prevention of
encroachments, and plugging
ofrevenue leakages as integral
components of effective asset
management. He called for
strengthened inter-departmental
coordination to ensure that asset
utilisation aligns with the
broader objectives of planned
urban development.

Senior officers briefed the
Commissioner on ongoing
initiatives and proposed measures
being undertaken under the asset
mapping and monetisation drive
to improve revenue generation
and ensure optimal utilisation
of municipal assets, ultimately
translating into improved civic
services and enhanced citizen
satisfaction.

DC Bandipora undertakes Tour of Aloosa Tehsil
Reviews Public Service Delivery

B HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

BANDIPORA,JANUARY 03: Deputy
Commissioner Bandipora, InduKanwal
Chib, today undertook an extensive
tour of Aloosa Tehsil to review the
functioning of key government offices
andassess the delivery of publicservices
at the grassroots level.

During the tour, the Deputy
Commissioner inspected the Tehsil
Office Aloosaand interacted with the
staff, stressing the importance of
efficient, transparent and citizen-

®© 00 ©

friendly service delivery. She also
reviewed the progress of land record
digitisationand directed the concerned
officials toensureits timelyand accurate
completion. The Deputy Commissioner
visited the Ayush Health and Wellness
Centre, Aloosa, where she reviewed
its functioning and emphasised the
need foraccessible and quality public
healthcare services. Shealsoinspected
the Health and Wellness Centre, Aloosa,
under Medical Block Bandipora, and
took stock of patient care, available
facilitiesand staff strength. The officials

were directed to ensure optimal
utilisation of resources to improve
healthcare delivery. Later, the Deputy
Commissioner visited the Sheikh
Mugam area of Aloosa Tehsil, where
she interacted with local residents,
listened to their grievances and assured
them of all possible support from the
districtadministration. The tour also
included a visit to the Aloosa Apple
Agro Producers Cooperative Limited
(FPO), where the Deputy Commissioner
interacted withmembers and reviewed
the activities being undertaken.

DC Budgam reviews progress on Digitisation of
Revenue Records in District

B HTNEWS DESK / DIPR

BUDGAM, JANUARY 3: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Budgam, Dr. Bilal
Mohi-ud-din Bhat, today chaired a
meeting to review the progress of
digitisation of revenue records across
all tehsils of the district.

The meeting, held at the DC Office
Complex, wasattended by the Additional
Deputy Commissioner (ADC)Budgam,
NTHeadquarters,and other concerned
revenue officials. During the meeting,
a comprehensive review of the

digitisation process was carried out.
It was observed that the digitisation
of revenuerecordsis being undertaken
to ensure greater transparency,
accuracy, and efficiency inland records
management. The DC assessed the
progressachieved so farand reviewed
tehsil-wise status of digitisation across
the district.

He emphasized that complete
digitisation of revenue records is
essential for creating a reliable and
accessible digital land database.

The DC highlighted the need for

maintaining accuracy, consistency,
and integrity of digitised records to
avoid discrepancies and ensure long-
term sustainability of the system.

He said that digitisation of land
records will significantly contribute
towards minimizing land-related
disputes, improving ease of access for
citizens, and strengthening overall
governance.

The DC also stressed that all
historical and current revenue records
must be digitised in a time-bound
manner.
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Air pollution in Delhi: How to save a throttled city!

m BY DEBAPRIYA MUKHERJEE

NEW DELHI, JAN 3 : Air pollution in
Delhi has reached a critical and almost
irreversible stage, turning the city into one
of the most polluted capitals in the world
and posing a serious threat to public health
and environmental sustainability. For a
significant partofthe year, especially during
winter, the airbecomes a toxic mix of PM2.5
and PM10, vehicular emissions, industrial
pollutants, construction dust, and smoke
from biomass and stubble burning, often
pushing the Air Quality Index into the
“severe” category.

Dense smog reduces visibility, disrupts
daily life, and leads to a sharp rise in
respiratory and cardiovascular illnesses,
particularly among children, the elderly,
and outdoor workers.

Thoughregulatory agenciesissue notices,
theyrarely translate into closures, penalties,
orlong-term deterrence, especially against
powerful industrial and infrastructural
violators. This air pollutionis treated asan
episodicinconvenience and invoked loudly
during winter smog or after court
interventions and quietly ignored when
elections, economic optics, or corporate
interests take precedence.

Successive governments publicly endorse
clean-air targets while simultaneously
dilutingenforcement, extending compliance
deadlines,and prioritising short-term growth
narratives over the right to breathe clean
air.Worsesstill, corruptionis notanaberration
but an enabling mechanism, inspectors
vulnerable to pressure orinducement, data
manipulation to underreport emissions,
and selective enforcement that spares
influential polluters while penalising small,
visible actors, creating an ecosystem where
non-compliance is cheaper than compliance.

Nepotismand patronage further corrode
the system, as appointments, transfers,
andregulatory decisions are influenced by
political proximity rather than expertise
or integrity, hollowing out agencies that
should be science-driven and autonomous.

Evenministries tasked with stewardship,

suchasthe Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, appear constrained
by inter-ministerial politics and industrial
lobbies, resulting in fragmented policies
thatlack accountability, transparency,and
measurable outcomes.

Under national frameworks like the
National Clean Air Programme, targets are
announced, but accountability is missing,
funding is skewed toward short-term
technological fixes rather than sustained
regulatory action, and structural reforms,
suchasstrictindustrial audits, continuous
emission penalties, urban planning
corrections,and public transportexpansion,
are indefinitely postponed.

This pattern reflects a deeper political
failure, where the Government of India
appears willing to finance visible winter-
time interventions that generate headlines,
but unwilling to confront powerful polluters
orinvestconsistently in preventive measures
that may be politically inconvenient. As a
result, public money is repeatedly spent
ontreating symptoms during afew months
of crisisinstead of curing the disease through
continuous, science-based governance,
leaving citizens trapped in an annual cycle
ofemergency,expenditure,andabandonment,
with clean air promised every winter and
denied for the rest of the year.

Control of air pollution in Delhi will
never be truly effective unless strategies
are framed around the geographical reality
of the region, its adverse meteorological
conditions, and the actual distribution of
pollution sources, with a strong emphasis
on preventive, ground-level action.

Delhi’slandlocked location in the Indo-
Gangetic Plain, weak wind circulation,
frequent temperature inversion, and high
winter humidity trap pollutants for long
durations, making the city a permanent
receptor of bothlocaland regional emissions.
Itdemands coordinated field action, strict
enforcement on roads, construction sites,
industries, landfills,and agricultural regions,
along with sustained public awareness so
that citizens become active participants
rather than passive sufferers.

Equally essential is a strong political
will to take scientifically guided but often
unpopular decisions, instead of relying on
short-term announcements and media-
driven publicity that highlight political
visibility rather than real outcomes. It is
pertinent to mention here that PM2.5 can
be generated within an already polluted
atmosphere, and this secondary formation
isone of the most underestimated reasons
for persistently high pollution levelsin cities
like Delhi.

Evenwhen directemissionsare reduced,
polluted air richin precursor gases such as
sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, ammonia,
and volatile organic compounds can
chemically reactin the atmosphere to form
new fine particulate matter.

Under conditions common to Delhi, high
humidity, low wind speed, fog, and
temperature inversion, these gases undergo
complex photochemicaland aqueous-phase
reactions, producing secondary PM2.5 such
as sulfates, nitrates, and organic aerosols.
In such stagnant conditions, pollution
effectively “self-generates,” meaning the
atmosphere itself becomes a factory for
fine particles rather than just a carrier of
emissions.

This explains why PM2.5 levels often
remain critical even when visible sources
appear limited or temporarily controlled.
This PM2.5 formed within a polluted
atmosphere (secondary PM2.5) is often
more harmful, or at least equally harmful,
than PM2.5 emitted directly from point
sources. Secondary PM2.5isrichinsulfates,
nitrates,ammonium, and secondary organic
aerosols, which are often more acidic and
oxidative.

These particles can trigger stronger
inflammatory and oxidative stress responses
inthelungsandbloodstream.Itisimportant
tonote that during the COVID-19lockdown,
when most transportsystemsand industries
were shut down, AQI levels in Delhi often
remained high, which clearly demonstrates
thatair pollutionis not controlled by emission
sources alone.

Secondary formation tends to produce
ultrafine and highly hygroscopic particles
that grow in humid air, allowing them to
penetrate deep into the alveoli and even
enter the bloodstream, and in some respects,
it can be more dangerous.

Therefore, focusing only on direct
emission sources withoutreducing precursor
gases and unfavourable atmospheric
conditions fails to address this hidden but
powerful mechanism of pollution build-up,
reinforcing the need for preventive, year-
round control strategies.UNI

Security forces kill 14 Maoists in

Delhi CM holds meeting with automobile and aggregator

companies, pushes for adoption of EVs
m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Chattisgarh's Bastar

m UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, JAN 3 : In the first encounter of the
year between security forces and Maoists, 14 members
of a proscribed Naxalite outfit have been killed till
early Saturday in two different incidents, security
sources said.

The gunfight took place in Sukma and Bijapur,
whichremainamong the most Maoist-affected districts
in the Bastar division of Chhattisgarh.

Atleast 12 Naxals, including Mangtu, a Divisional
Committee Member of the CPI (Maoist) group, were
killed following an exchange of fire with Maoists in
the forest of district Sukma.

In another operation, dead bodies of two Maoists
wererecovered along with tworifles from the forest
area of village Gaganpalli in Bijapur district, official
sources said.

Officials said during the course of the operation
"one SLR and one 12 bore rifle were recovered from
the forest of Ganapalli village.”

A team of the District Reserve Guard (DRG) had
launched the operation in the forest area late Friday
evening.

Earlier on December 25, security forces had
killed six Maoists in an encounter in Kandhamal
district, Odisha. Maoist Central Committee member
Ganesh Uike (69), who carried a bounty of more
thanRs 1 crore, and two women rebels were among
the dead.

Last year in May, government forces had shot
border dead 31 alleged Naxalites on the Chattisgarh-
Naxalite border. The constant attacks on Naxalites
have also seen many of them surrendering, officials
said. Some 258 Naxalites surrendered in Chhattisgarh
and Maharashtra in October last year.

NEWDELHIL,JAN 3 : Delhi CM Rekha
Gupta on Friday held an important
meetingwithautomobile manufacturers
and aggregator companies suchasOla
and Uber, inorder to encourage greater
adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) in
the capital and to promote shared
mobility. The Delhi Government has
agreed in principle to allow privately
owned EVs to operate as shared taxis.

Rekha Guptastated that torealise
this objective, the government would
amend therelevant rules and develop
an effective mechanism to address
the concerns of the companies.

Rekha Gupta reiterated that the
Delhi Government is fully committed
to permanently reducing pollutionin
Delhi NCR throughall possible policies,
technologies and partnerships. She
emphasised that effective and
sustainable control of pollutionin Delhi
is possible only by reducing the number
of vehicles on the roads. She further
said that transport-related companies

mustactively support the government’s
mission, as only then can the capital
quickly transform into Viksit Delhi.
The meeting, held at the Delhi
Secretariat, was attended by the
transport minister and senior officials
from the Transport Department,
representatives from automobile
manufacturersincluding Tata Motors,
Mahindra, Maruti Suzuki, Toyota, and
Honda, as well as representatives of
aggregator companies Ola, Uber, and
Rapido. Addressing the meeting, the
CM stated that the government is in
principle willing to provide facilitation
tocompanies, resolve theirissues and
introduce flexibility in rules, so that
people are encouraged to purchase
EVs and use aggregator services for
commuting. However, she added that
these companies must also take
decisions and provide concessions that
increase public inclination towards
their services. During the meeting,
vehicle manufacturers informed the
CM that complete control over pollution
would require full-scale deployment

ofelectricvehicles and the introduction
of a people-centric EV policy. They
expressed expectations of certain
concessionstostrengtheninfrastructure
in the capital, including the
establishment of charging stations,
stating that these measures would
accelerate EV adoption. In response
Rekha Guptastated that the government
is prepared to provide land for setting
up charging stations, but companies
must also explore the possibility of
chargingvehicles throughsolarenergy.

She further emphasised that
companies themselves would have to
manage battery waste, sothatanother
source of pollution does not emerge.

Rekha Guptareiterated that while
the governmentisready, in principle,
toextend concessions,companies must
also provide benefits to vehicle buyers
to increase public interest in EVs.

She asked the companies to submit
a plan outlining the timeline within
which they would be able to meet
demand-based supply of electric
vehicles across Delhi. UNI

Congress announces 45-day
'MGNREGA Bachao Sangram'

m UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, JAN 3 : In a major political offensive
against the government, the Congress on Saturday
announced a 45-day nationwide protest titled
"MGNREGA Bachao Sangram."

The campaign, scheduled to run from January
8 to February 25 aims to force the withdrawal
of the newly enacted VB Gram G Act, which the
Congress party claims "silently kills" the legal
right to work.

Speakingata press briefingat the AICCheadquarters,
party general secretary (organisation) KC Venugopal
and general secretary Jairam Ramesh described the
new law as a "destructive" centralization of power
thatdismantles the world's largest poverty alleviation
scheme.

The Congress leaders cited several "dangerous"
provisions in the new legislation such as financial
burden on states, Centralization of authority and
wage suppression.

The party said under the previous MGNREGA
framework, the Centre bore 100% of wage costs. The
new law introduces a 60:40 funding formula, requiring
states to provide 40% of the funds from their own
budgets.

Jairam Ramesh noted that a state like Rajasthan
would now have to find Rs 4,000 crore from its own
resources, which he termed a violation of Article 258
of the Constitution.

The party also said the "guarantee" in the new
Act is only a "guarantee of centralization." Instead
of being demand-driven at the village level, Delhi
will now decide which panchayats are "notified" to
receive work, converting a constitutional promise
into a government permission.

Partyleaders said the law removes the link between
wages and inflation. There is no longer a guaranteed
national wage rate; instead, the Centre will fix rates
per panchayat, which the Congress fears will lead to
underpayment and increased rural distress.

The party strongly condemned the removal of
Mahatma Gandhi’s name from the scheme, stating
that Gandhi represented the "dignity of labour" and
"village self-rule.”

It said the 'Sangram' campaign is designed as a
multi-tier grassroots movement. As per the party
schedule, on January 8, preparatory meetings will
be held at all Pradesh Congress Committee (PCC)
headquarters. District-level press conferences will
be hled to launch the struggle on Jan 10.

The next day, a one-day fast will be organised at
district headquarters, near statues of Mahatma Gandhi
or Dr B R Ambedkar.

Between Jan 12 and 29 panchayat-level chaupals'
will be hled. A personal letter from Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge and LoP Rahul Gandhi will be
delivered to gram pradhans and workers.

On January 30 (Martyrs' Day), peaceful sit-ins at
ward and block levels be organised to emphasize
non-violence and the right to work.

Between Jan 31 and Feb 6, massive "dharnas" are
planned at district collector offices. Between Feb
7and 15, state-level protests outside state assemblies
or Raj Bhavans will be conducted.

The party said betweenFeb 16 and 25, the campaign
will culminate in four mega zonal rallies organized
by the AICC.

Jairam Ramesh drew parallels to the historic
farmers' protest against the three farm laws. "The
farmers' movement was Delhi-centric; this Sangram
isPanchayat-centric," he said. He expressed confidence
that just as the Prime Minister was forced to repeal
the farm laws in 2021, the government would be
compelled to restore MGNREGA toits original "right-
based" form.

The Congress also indicated it is exploring legal
challenges in court and will coordinate with other
Opposition-ruled states to take a unified stand against
the implementation of the law.UNI

HP student's death: UGC takes suo moto cognizance, orders probe

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, JAN 3 : Taking
suo motu cognizance of the death
of a 19-year-old second year
college student of a government

(UGC) on Saturday constituted
a fact-finding committee on
Saturday.

The UGC said culprits would
not be spared and that stringent
action would follow while

Hospital where she died on
December 26 while undergoing
treatment. The UGC's anti-ragging
helpline hasregistered a suo motu
complaint.

The fact-finding committee

Though a police investigation
is currently underway in the case,
the family of the deceased has
alleged that the student was
harassed on the college campus
which impacted her mental and

The Ministry ofHome Affairs has vowed to eradicate
the menace of left-wing extremism by end-March

this year.

college in Himachal Pradesh's
Dharamsala on December 26
following alleged ragging, the
University Grants Commission

has been ordered.

confirming that a detailed probe

The girl student was admitted
to Dayanand Medical College and

in future.

will submit recommendations
which will ensure “accountability
and preventing similarincidents”

physical stability.

Acasehasbeenregistered under
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and the

Institutions (Prohibition ofRagging)
Act, 2009.

Three senior studentsidentified
as Harshita, Aakriti and Komolika
have been charged with ragging
andvoluntarily causing hurt, while
acollege professor, Ashok Kumar,
accused of inappropriate conduct
hasbeenbooked for sexual assault.

Himachal Pradesh Educational UNI

Rahul Gandhi pays tribute to Savitribai Phule and Rani
Velu Nachiyar on their birth anniversaries

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEWDELHI, JAN 3: Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday paid tribute
toSavitribai Phule, India's first female
teacher, and Rani Velu Nachiyar, a
revered Indian freedom fighter, on
their birth anniversaries. In separate
postson handle X, Gandhi remembered
the contributions of the two remarkable
women to India's struggle for
independence and social justice.

"Onthebirthanniversary ofIndia's
first female teacher, Savitribai Phule
ji, I pay my humble respects to her.
Her struggle for the rights of the
deprived and oppressed, and her
contribution towards social justice,
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will forever continue to guide us,"
Gandhi said. Savitribai Phule was a
pioneering social reformerand educator
who worked tirelessly to promote
educationand empowerment of women
and marginalised communities.
Alongside her husband MahatmaJyotiba
Phule, she played a crucial role in
shapingIndia's social and educational

landscape.

Payingtribute to RaniVeluNachiyar,
the queen of the princely state of
Sivaganga, who is celebrated for her
bravery and leadership in the fight
against British colonial rule, Gandhi
said: "Humble tributes to Rani Velu
Nachiyar of Tamil Nadu on her birth
anniversary. She fought fiercely against
the British and was among the first
Indian queens to challenge British
colonial rule. Her courage, leadership,
and sacrifice continue to inspire
generations," he said.

Rani Velu Nachiyar's legacy as a
fearlessleaderand achampionofindian
independence continues to inspire
generations. UNI

Dense fog disrupts flights at IGl, passengers suffer

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, JAN 3 : A dense fog
reduced visibility during the early
hours of the day in the national Capital,
affecting flight services at Indira
Gandhi International Airport (IGI)
on Saturday.

Several flights were delayed due
to poor visibility, causing fog-related
disruptions for the passengers.
Authorities are working to manage
the situation, but the fog is expected
to persist, furtherimpacting air travel
in the region.

Earlier, aviation regulator
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA)hasannounced that the official
fog window will start from December
10 and continue till February 10.

As many as 66 flights were
cancelled in Delhi on Friday following
dense fog and low visibility, causing
problems to hundreds of passengers.
Poor weather conditions during the
early hours have severely affected

air traffic movement, with airlines
forced to suspend several services
to ensure passenger safety.

Multiple carriers were impacted
by the adverse conditions. Airport
authoritiesand airlinesissued advisories
urging passengers tocheck flight status
before heading to the airport.

DGCA’sflight operation norms state
that during dense fog, airlines
mandatorily have to assign pilots
specially trained to fly during low
visibility situations.

DGCA further asks for deploy a
CAT-IIIB-compliant aircraft fleet for
suchoperations. Fogrelated disruptions
are common during the winter season
and canlead todelays, diversions,and
cancellations, which affect passengers
scheduled travel.UNI
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Rabada to Spearhead SA

Pace Attack at T20 WC

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

CAPE TOWN: Kagiso Rabada, who
returned to action on New Year's Eve
after almost ten weeks on the sidelines
with a rib injury, will lead South Af-
rica's attack at the men's T20 World
CupinIndiaandSriLankainFebruary-
March. Rabada, who took 2 for 48 on
comeback for MI Cape Town (MICT) in
the SA20, has been named alongside
five other quicks: Anrich Nortje, Mar-
co Jansen, Corbin Bosch, Lungi Ngidi
and Kwena Maphaka complete South
Africa's pace battery.

Maphaka and Bosch are among
seven players whowill appear ata World
Cup for the first time. The others are
batters Dewald Brevis, Tony de Zorzi
andJason Smith,and allrounders George
Linde and Donovan Ferreira.

South Africa will be led by regular
T20 skipper Aiden Markram and will
have only seven members of the squad
that reached the final of the 2024 T20
World Cup. Quinton de Kock is back at
the top of the order after making him-
selfavailable for South Africain Octo-
ber, while David Miller, Keshav Maha-
raj, Jansen and Nortje were all in the
XIthatlosttoIndiainBarbadosin June
2024,

Ofthose notin the squad, Heinrich
Klaasen has retired from interna-
tional cricket while Reeza Hendricks,
Ryan Rickelton, Tristan Stubbs, Ott-
neil Baartman, Gerald Coetzee, Bjorn

Fortuin and Tabraiz Shamsi have
missed out. All eight of these players
are currentlyinactioninT20 franchise
leagues, with the first seven at the
SA20 and Shamsi at the ILT20 and
then the BBL.

"We have had to make some big
calls, but we feel this groupis the stron-
gest and has every chance of succeed-
ing in India and Sri Lanka," selection
convener Patrick Moroney said in a
statement. "We have assembled aworld-
class squad with some of the finest and
most experienced playersin the game,
together with some of the best T20
youngsters coming through."

Among the biggest talking points
in the current squad is the addition of
deZorzi,who has not played inamonth,
since injuring his hamstringin an ODI
against India in Raipur. De Zorzi had
beenin good form prior to that match,
and is seen as someone who is suited
to subcontinent conditions. He is part
of the Durban's Super Giants (DSG)
squad in the SA20 but has yet to play
a game.

Similarly, Smith, who only has five
international caps to his name, is some-
what of a surprise inclusion. Smith has
recently enhanced his reputation as a
finisher after an unbeaten 68 off 19
balls to send Dolphins into the playoff
of the CSAT20 Challenge, and the 14-
ball 41 for MICT against DSG in the
SA20opener. Smith also offers a seam-
bowling option, though he has not

bowled since October as he recovers
from a niggle. MICT coach Robin Pe-
terson confirmed Smith may start
bowling towards the end of the com-
petition.

In the spin department, South
Africa have stuck to their two left-
arm spinners in Maharaj and Linde,
while Markram and Ferreira (who
also keeps wicket) will be the offspin
options. The international career of
left-arm wristspinner Shamsi, who
recently won a case for ano-objection
certificate against Cricket South Af-
rica and is no longer centrally con-
tracted, appears to be over.

The T20 World Cup will be the first
white-ball tournament under all-for-
mat coach Shukri Conrad, who took
over the limited-overs sidesin July last
year. His regular support staff of Ash-
well Prince (batting coach), Piet Botha
(bowling coach) and Kruger van Wyk
(fielding coach) will be enhanced by
Albie Morkel as a specialist T20 con-
sultant. Morkel is currently part of the
management team of Joburg Super
Kings at the SA20.

All South Africa's players will be
involved in the SA20 for most of this
month. They will then host West Indies
for three T20Is before heading to India
for the T20 World Cup. Their campaign
starts against Canada on February 9.
South Africawill also play Afghanistan,
New Zealand and the UAE in the group
stage.

Maithew Potts
setf to make Ashes
appearance at SCG

m UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

SYDNEY: Matthew Potts is set to make his first
appearance at the Ashes in the final Test in Sydney,
after England named a 12-man squad that also
features Shoaib Bashir.

Potts has been a unused member of the party
for the entirety of the tour, but is poised for an
11th cap after Gus Atkinson was ruled out with a
hamstring injury picked up in the fourth Test,
which England won to make it 3-1. Matthew
Fisher is the only other seamer on the ground,
having been called in from the Lions set-up to
replace the injured Mark Wood (left knee), with
Jofra Archer also having departed with a side
strain.

Given the fallout from the Boxing Day Test, with
plenty of scorn reserved for a spicy MCG pitch that
contributed to atwo-day finish, England anticipate
aflatter surface this week at the SCG. It bore a slight
green tinge on Friday, and Stokes is waiting to have
another look at the pitch on Saturday ahead of the
Sunday start before naming an XI.

Stokes is usually game for announcing a team
48 hours before the start of a Test, but has been
more cautious on this trip amid general uncer-
tainty over conditions. A 12-man squad was also
announced for the first Test in Perth, with Bashir
the one to miss out on that occasion as England
opted foranall-pace attack. Bashiris likely to miss
out again, particularly given the forecast for the
Test, with rain scheduled for the first two days. It
is unlikely England will see the need for two off-
spin options with Will Jacks present as a slow-
bowling allrounder, or that Bashir, a No. 11, will
replace Jacks given England want the extra batting.

All Potts' Test appearances have come since
Stokes and head coach Brendon McCullum took
the reins of the side at the start of the 2022 sum-
mer. The seamer impressed with hisrelentlessness
with the ball, taking 20 wickets at an average of
28 in his first five Tests. However, he was parked
for the final two Tests of that summer - against
South Africa - as Ollie Robinson returned to the
fray. Potts subsequently earned five more caps
over the next three years.

Speaking on Friday at the SCG, opening batter
Zak Crawley championed the Durham quick, par-
ticularly his work-rate and attitude in the nets
over what has been a long two months in Austra-
lia. "Every time I face him he impresses me," Craw-
ley said of Potts. "He's got the heart of a lion, a lot
of skill, and if he gets the nod this week, he thor-
oughly deserves it."

Potts' place on this Ashes tour was certainly
not guaranteed, with England seemingly moving
on from him as both an out-and-out quick and
accurate, highly skilled seamer. His last Test ap-
pearances came against New Zealand in Decem-
ber 2024 and he has benefitted from Jamie Over-
ton's red-ball retirement and the shoulder injury
to Chris Woakes, both coming at last summer's
final Test against India.
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Gleeson’s Calm Wins SA20 Thriller

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

JOHANNESBURG: In a high-
scoring match ata high-scoring
ground ata highaltitude, nobody
wanted the ball more than Rich-
ard Gleeson, who stepped up to
deliver the first Super Over in
SA20 history for Joburg Super
Kings (JSK) against Durban's
Super Giants (DSG)on Thursday.
With scores tied at 205 after 40
overs, the new year's day crowd
at the Wanderers enjoyed an
unexpected treat as Gleeson
conceded only five runs in the
Super Over and JSK then surged
to victory and to the top of the
points table.

"You don't want easy wins
each game. They are great but
it's moments like these where
you are under pressure and you

have to fall back on your skills,
which gives you great confidence
asabowler,” Gleeson said after-
wards. "That's the big bit: trying
to execute under pressure. You
canpracticeas muchas youwant
but when you get wet conditions,
with the dew and you're under
pressure with the crowd, it is
difficult.I've gotafewtechniques
that we use with the psycholo-
gist and I've done it quite a bit
in the past. I just call on that
experience totryand keep calm
and keep a clear mind."

It was, in fact, the first time
Gleeson hasbowled aSuper Over
but he does have plenty of ex-
perience and success at thedeath.
In 2022, he delivered the last
over for Lancashire against York-
shire in a Blast game that was
tied because he dismissed Har-

ry Brook off the final ball. Over-
all, since 2022, of bowlers who
have delivered more than 400
balls in T20 cricket, Gleeson is
the fifth bestat the death (overs
17 to 20) in terms of economy
rate (8.60) with 47 wickets at
13.82. Bear in mind that Jasprit
Bumrahleads thislist(6.65)and
you have to understand how
impressive Gleeson's numbers
are.

At the Wanderers, Gleeson
took 3 for 41 in DSG's chase in
the regular game, which in-
cluded bouncing Jos Buttler out
for 15, removing Aiden Markram
with DSG needing 38 runs off
21 balls, and bowling David
Wiese with ayorkerinthe pen-
ultimate over. He was then
tasked with the Super Over and
could have had a wicket first

ball when Evan Jones hit him
tolong-on but Matthew de Vil-
liers put the chance down. That
could easily have put Gleeson
off and though he had fleeting
thoughts that the dropped catch
could cost JSK, he quickly put
those aside. "[I thought], you've
justdropped the match,” Glee-
son joked. "ButIbacked myself.
I knew I was executing and the
next ball was the most impor-
tant."

As he delivered his second
ball, Gleeson saw Buttler back-
ing away and banged it in short
and wide, away from where But-
tler could connect with it well.
He followed up with a yorker
whichButtler could only squeeze
away for one. Jones kept trying
to swing big and inside-edged
the nextball for one before Glee-

son went short again to Buttler.
He finished off with a yorker as
DSG totalled just five and things
had worked out exactly as Glee-
son hoped they would.

"The plans going into the
Super Over were really simple:
to try and execute the yorkers,
try and get them to hit to the
longer part of the boundary but
not be too predictable,” he said.
"Iknew I had the shortballI could
go to, pace off, so I just wanted
to try and keep them guessing
and have the batter thinking
about two deliveries instead of
justone.”

That Jones, who had earlier
brought DSG backinto the match
with personal highest SA20 score
of 43 off just 17 balls, could not
get Gleeson away was testament
to the bowler's skills.
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