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Voice To The Voiceless

Centre Declares Red Fort Blast A
“Heinous Terror Act”™; PM Modi Chairs
Emergency Meet, Visits Injured

DNA Sample of Prime Suspect’s Mother Sent to AlIMS; Second Carr Linked to
Dr Umar Traced in Haryana; J&K Police Hands Probe to SIA

B HTNEWS DESK /KNO

SRINAGAR, NOV 12: The Union
Government on Wednesday for-
mally declared the Red Fort blast
thatkilled nine and injured twenty
asa“heinous terrorincident perpe-
trated by anti-national forces.”

Ahigh-level Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS) meeting chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
at his residence in Lok Kalyan Marg
condemned the “dastardly and cow-

ardly act” and passed a resolution
reaffirming India’s zero tolerance
towards terrorism.

The meeting was attended by
Home Minister Amit Shah, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, and senior
security officials. The Cabinet
expressed “profound grief over the
loss of innocent lives” and lauded
the swift coordination of security
and emergency agencies. “The
Cabinet reiterates India’s unwaver-
ing commitment to bring every

perpetrator, collaborator,and spon-
sor of terrorism to justice without
delay,” the resolution stated.

PM Visits Injured at LNJP Hospi-
tal.Returning early from his Bhutan
visit,PM Modi visited LNJP Hospital
in Delhi to meet those injured in
Monday’s blast. He enquired about
their wellbeing and praised doctors
and first responders for their quick
action.

Inaparallel development, Jammu
and Kashmir Police have formally

handed over the related terror mod-
uleinvestigation to the State Inves-
tigation Agency (SIA) under the
overall supervision of the CID, offi-
cials confirmed. The case, initially
investigated by Srinagar Police,
involves several suspects with
alleged links to the Delhi blast.
Investigators suspect that Dr
Umar Mohammad, also known as
Dr Umar Un Nabi, was driving the

car that exploded near the Red
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PM Modi Visits Blast Survivors,

Vows Justice for Victims of
Red Fort Tragedy

B HT NEWS DESK
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SRINAGAR, NOV 12: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednes-
dayvisited the LNJP Hospital to meet those injured in the devastat-
ing Red Fort blast, assuring that those behind the deadly con-

spiracy “will be brought to justice.” “Went to LNJP Hospital and
@ Turn on Page 2

Police attach Mian
Qayoom’s Sgr house

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR,NOV 12: Inasignificant action under
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA),
Jammu and Kashmir Police have ordered the attach-
ment of the residential property of former Jammu
and Kashmir High Court Bar Association President
Mian Abdul Qayoom, after investigations revealed
his alleged involvement in activities linked to ter-
rorism and anti-national propaganda.

According to an official orderissued by the Direc-
tor General of Police, J&K, Nalin Prabhat, the prop-
erty comprising a two-storey residential house
along with land measuring 2 kanals, 1 marla, and
90 square feet at Bulbul Bagh, Barzulla, Srinagar,
has been attached as “proceeds of terrorism” in
connection with FIR No. 157/2009 registered at
Police Station Shaheed Gunj.

The case dates back to December 31,2009, when
police received inputs about a seminar organized
at Hotel Jahangir, Srinagar, on the death anniver-
sary of Mohammad Ali Jinnah.

The event, allegedly led by separatist leaders,
featured speeches delivered by Aasia Andrabi, Shabir
Ahmad Najar, Mian Abdul Qayoom and others.

Police investigations revealed that the speakers
raised “anti-national slogans” and advocated
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Elimination of Every Single Terror Element
is Must to Completely Restore Peace: LG Sinha

Inaugurates International Film Festival of Srinagar, Urges Filmmakers to Depict Terror Victims’ Ordeal

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR,NOV 12: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj SinhaonWednes-
day inaugurated the Internation-
al Film Festival of Srinagar (TIFFS),
calling upon filmmakers to pro-
duce meaningful cinema that nar-
rates the ordeal of terror victims,
exposes the ringleaders of the
terror ecosystem, and highlights
Jammu and Kashmir’s remarkable
transformation after August 2019.

Addressing the gathering, the
Lieutenant Governor said, “We
must eliminate every single terror
element within the society tocom-
pletely restore peace. This effort
requires the cooperation of all
sections of the public.”

He urged citizens to expose
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Terrorism Was the

Biggest Enemy of J6K's Youth,
But We Have Now Created a New
Destiny : LG Manoj Sinha

LG Inaugurates IUST Innovation Campus;
Urges Youth to Drive Development and
Safeguard Peace Gains

SRINAGAR, NOV 12: Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Wednesday said that Jammu and Kashmir
has entered a new era of transformation and

m HT NEWS NETWORK
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CS Reviews Performance of Cooperative Department

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, NOV 12: Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo today chaired a high-lev-
elmeetingtoreview the performance
of the Cooperative Department and
assess the progress achieved in pro-
moting cooperative activities and
financial reforms across J&K.

" CS Reviews CiTAG

® Innovation Initiatives
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, NOV 12: Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo

The meeting was attended by Prin-
cipal Secretary, Finance; Commis-
sioner Secretary, Cooperatives;
Regional Director, RBI; Managing
Director, J&K Bank; Director General,
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today chaired a meeting to review the perfor-
mance and ongoing initiatives of the Centre for
Innovation, Technology and Governance (GiTAG),
J&K, aimed at fostering innovation,
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Police Raids Around 500 Locations Linked
To Banned Organisations Including Jel

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, NOV 12: Police on Wednesday
intensified its crackdown onthe terrorecosystem
in Kashmir, carrying out raids at around 500
locations linked to terrorist associates, and
persons affiliated with banned organisations,
including Jamaat-e-Islami (Jel), in the valley,
officials said.

Theraids were based on credible intelligence
inputsindicating attemptsbyJel-linked elements
to revive their activities under different fronts,
police officials said.

They said the raids were carried out at sev-
erallocations across the 10 districts of the Kash-
mir valley — Srinagar, Ganderbal, Budgam,
Baramulla, Bandipora, Kupwara, Anantnag,
Kulgam, Pulwama, and Shopian.

The searches were carried out at the resi-
dences and premises of Jel members and their
associates.

They added the crackdown is a part of sus-
tained efforts to dismantle the terror ecosystem
and its support structure at the grassroots level.

Giving details of the massive operation, the
@® Turn on Page 2

[ICT, NIELIT Develop New Design Software
To Promote Kashmir Handicrafts

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR,NOV 12:Inasignificant milestone
towards integrating modern technology with
traditional designs, the Handicrafts and Hand-
loom Department, Kashmir today unveiled
DesignNweave, anindigenous software solution,
which is set to revolutionize the digital design
process for famed handicrafts and handlooms
of Kashmir.

The new software has been developed by the
Indian Institute of Carpet Technology (IICT),
Srinagar, in collaboration with National Institute
of Electronics and Information Technology
(NIELIT), Srinagar, under the aegis of the Minis-

®© 00 ©

try of Electronics and Information Technology
(MeiTY).

The formal handover-takeover ceremony was
attended by Director Handicrafts and Handloom,
Kashmir, Mussarat Islam, Director IICT, Srinagar,
Zubair Ahmad and Director I/C NIELIT, Srinagar,
Ashiq Hussain Dar.

Inapress statementissued here today, Direc-
tor Handicrafts and Handloom, Kashmir, con-
gratulated [ICT and NIELIT for putting their heads
together in making a comprehensive design
software which has been specifically tailored
for creation and management of carpet and

textile designs. “It supports traditional Taleem
@ Turnon Page 2

Headlines Today to File Legal Action Over Fake News Publication

Warns Perpetrators of Stern Consequences

B HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, NOV 12: Headlines Today
hasinitiated legal proceedings after a fake
and fabricated news article surfaced on
social media, falsely using the newspaper’s
name to circulate defamatory material.

Anunauthorized and forged version of
the publication, carrying the Headlines
Today masthead, was widely shared on
messaging platforms. The fake edition
included a fabricated byline attributed to
one “Sandeep Raina from Pulwama,”
dated November 11,2025, and carried false

allegations against an official of the Pow-
er Development Department (PDD).

In a statement issued by the Editor-in-
Chief’s Office, the management clarified
that no such report was ever published,
verified, orapproved by its editorial team.
The office described the viral post as a
“criminal act of impersonation, forgery,
and defamation” aimed at misleading
readers and tarnishing reputations. “The
so-called article is a complete fabrication
from byline to layout. It is a mischievous

attempt by unknown elements to malign
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Gooavd

Kashmir

Bt 2 ol Brcatler « Bgbor Bor ol § Do § P v B et g
el AR M B ey VBesmend MhoMie e Pade enee el % cimeen

%
¥ ]

v

Q

00 ¢ &
CMK



CM K
2 AHEADLINES

Srinagar, Thursday

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

13-November-2025

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

HT -

@ @headlinestodaydaily

NEWS

“ @headlinestoday

B @headlinestodaynews

2

CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

Centre Declares.....

Fort. To confirm his identity, DNA
samples of his mother have been col-
lected and sent to AIIMS forensic lab for
examination.

Another Car linked to blast was traced
in Haryana. Expanding the probe, Delhi
Police have tracked down a red Ford
EcoSport SUV believed to be connected to
Dr Umar. The car, bearing registration
number DL10CK0458, was found parked
at a farmhouse in Khandavali village,
Haryana.

Investigations show Dr Umar pur-
chased the car on October 29, the same
day it was issued a Pollution Control
Certificate. CCTV footage captured three
people inside the vehicle that day.

Dr Umar, a doctor at Al-Falah Medical
College in Faridabad, was allegedly part
of a “white-collar” terror module busted
jointly by J&K and Haryana Police last
week. He reportedly detonated the car
bomb in panic after his associates Dr
Muzzamil Shakeel, Dr Adil Ahmad, and
Dr Shaheen were arrested.

Foreign Hand Under Probe is also
being probed. According to investigating
agencies, the module is suspected to have
been operating under foreign direction.
So far, 15 arrests have been made, while
several others are being questioned.

The probe also revealed that Dr Umar
and his associates were residing within
the Al-Falah University campus, allegedly
brought there by a recruiter from the HR
department, who is now under interroga-
tion.

PM Modi Visits.....

met those injured during the blast in
Delhi. Praying for everyone’s quick
recovery. Those behind the conspiracy
will be brought to justice,” the Prime
Minister said in a post on X. Officials said
that Modi, who returned from a visit to
Bhutan earlier in the day, went straight to
the hospital from the airport to meet the
survivors. Tight security arrangements
were in place in and around the LNJP
Hospital during his visit.

The Prime Minister interacted with
the injured, enquired about their condi-
tion, and wished them a speedy recovery.
He was also briefed by doctors and senior
officials about the medical treatment
being provided.

Monday'’s powerful explosion ripped
through a slow-moving vehicle near the
Red Fort traffic signal, killing at least 12
people and injuring several others.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah had
earlier visited the hospital to meet the
survivors and review the situation.

Police attach.....

secession of Jammu and Kashmir from
India, stressing the need for “Islamic law”
in the region.

During the investigation, searches at
Qayoom’s residence were carried out
after obtaining a warrant from the
Hon’ble Court. The police reportedly
recovered banned literature, a blank
letterhead of Hizbul Mujahideen, a press
note, and a letter from Syed Salahuddin
addressed to then US President Bill
Clinton, along with a seal impression of
Hizbul Mujahideen.

Officials said the evidence established
that Qayoom used his Barzulla residence
to conceal incriminating material and
further terrorist activities, thus bringing
the property within the purview of
“proceeds of terrorism” under Section
2(g) of the UAPA.

The order further states that the
attachment has been approved under
Section 25 of the UAPA, following prima
facie evidence collected by the investi-
gating officer.

The action marks another major step
by J&K Police in cracking down on terror
networks and individuals allegedly
linked to secessionist activities and terror
financing in the Union Territory.

Elimination of......

the enemies of peace by sharing
information with the Police and Security
Agencies. “The entire terror ecosystem
hiding under social cover must be
neutralised so that a befitting reply is
given to the evil intentions of the neigh-
bouring country,” he asserted.

Highlighting the progress made in the
last few years, LG Sinha said that through
the tireless and dedicated efforts of the
J&K Police, Army, Intelligence, and
Security Forces, a fear-free environment
has been restored in the Union Territory.
“We have established a safe, supportive,
and inclusive system for the youth to
realise their dreams. Society must come
together to guard this peace, progress,
joy, and renewed hope,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor also under-
lined the administration’s efforts to
promote film shooting in Jammu and
Kashmir and revive the region’s historic
bond with the film industry. He urged
filmmakers to strike a balance between
entertainment and social responsibility.

®© 00 ©

“Cinema is one of the most powerful tools
for shaping social narratives, fostering
cultural unity, and promoting the spirit
of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat,” he said.

The 4th edition of TIFFS, organised by
Vomedh Group, has received over 100
entries from 20 countries. An eminent
jury has shortlisted 20 short films, six
feature films, and four documentaries for
screening, representing nations including
India, Poland, Russia, Sri Lanka, the USA,
France, Germany, Turkey, and Switzer-
land.

The three-day cinematic celebration
aims to bridge cultures through storytell-
ing and reaffirm Jammu and Kashmir’s
standing as a vibrant hub of creative
exchange and artistic resurgence.

Festival Directors Rohit Bhat and
Rakesh Roshan Bhat, Vice Chancellor of
SKUAST-K Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai,
Divisional Commissioner Kashmir Anshul
Garg, DIG CKR Rajiv Pandey, DC Srinagar
Akshay Labroo, and several prominent
artists, film personalities, and cinema
lovers attended the inaugural ceremony.

Terrorism Was the.....

development, asserting that the youth
must now take the lead in shaping the
region’s economic and social progress.

Addressing the valedictory session of
the Foundation Day celebrations at the
Islamic University of Science and Tech-
nology (IUST), Awantipora, the LG
inaugurated the IUST Innovation Campus
and a new Administration Block, calling
them milestones in J&K’s higher educa-
tion and innovation ecosystem. “In the
last five years, we have created massive
infrastructure. Now young professionals
must focus on development strategies to
change J&K’s fortunes,” the LG said. He
added that sustained investment in
human capital, research and develop-
ment, incubation centres, and modern
university infrastructure will drive the
Union Territory’s future growth.

Highlighting IUST’s remarkable
progress, the LG said, “Academic pro-
grammes have increased from 41 to 90
between 2021 and 2025, offering cutting-
edge courses like Artificial Intelligence,
Robotics, Space Technology, and Data
Sciences.” He said applications across
disciplines have more than doubled,
reflecting growing diversity and interest
from across the country.

He informed that external research
funding has risen from Rs. 2 crore to over
Rs. 69 crore annually, while the univer-
sity’s startup ecosystem has expanded
from zero in 2021 to 93 incubated
startups today. “It is a matter of pride
that 32 patents have been granted, 77
published, and 33 more filed. Two of our
faculty members are ranked among
India’s top scientists,” the LG said. Calling
for research in sustainable and low-cost
infrastructure, the LG directed the
university to develop energy-resilient
housing solutions, promote reuse of
construction material, and design
communication technologies for remote
areas without depending on traditional
towers. Reflecting on J&K’s difficult past,
LG Sinha said terrorism was the biggest
enemy of the youth for more than three
decades. “It destroyed their dreams and
aspirations. But today, our youth are
scripting a new story of progress. Jammu
Kashmir has created its new destiny, a
new identity, and woven new dreams.
These must be protected at all costs, and
those trying to shatter them must be
strictly dealt with,” he asserted. The
event was attended by Shri Shantmanu,
Additional Chief Secretary, Higher
Education Department; Prof. Shakil A.
Romshoo, Vice Chancellor, [UST; Prof.
Nilofer Khan, Vice Chancellor, University
of Kashmir; Prof. M. Ashraf Ganie,
Director SKIMS; Prof. A. H. Moon, Dean
Academic Affairs; Prof. Abdul Wahid,
Registrar, IUST; senior officials, faculty
members, and students.

CS Reviews.....

Budget; Registrar, Cooperative Societ-
ies; representatives from NABARD and
other banks, besides senior officers of the
department.

At the outset, the Chief Secretary
emphasized the vital role of cooperative
institutions in rural development and
directed for transforming Cooperative
Societies into Common Service Centres
(CSCs) to widen their service base. He
called for modelling these societies on
sound business lines, enabling them to
diversify into various rural business
activities such as the sale of seeds,
seedlings, cattle and poultry feed, and
fisheries supplies.

He further directed the department to
explore collaboration with the Ayush
Department for vending popular wellness
products and securing vending machines
for installation at high-footfall locations.
He stressed on enhancing credit linkage
for cooperative entities and strengthen-
ing their financial base through sustain-
able business operations.

While reviewing the financial status of

cooperative banks and the performance
of Super Bazars, the Chief Secretary asked
J&K Bank to extend advisory support in
matters related to Non-Performing Assets
(NPAs) and other financial issues to help
Cooperative Banks address them in
legally sound and professionally man-
aged ways.

He also instructed the department to
constitute a panel of retired bankers of
high integrity, in consultation with RBI,
to assist in the appointment of Managing
Directors and professional management
bodies, aimed at placing Cooperative
Banks on modern, transparent, and
performance-driven lines.

Commissioner Secretary, Coopera-
tives, Babila Rakwal, informed that the
UT’s cooperative sector is witnessing a
major transformation with the adoption
of the Multi-Purpose Primary Agricul-
tural Credit Societies (M-PACS) model
and a range of reforms for growth and
financial stability. She apprised that all
537 PACS have adopted common byelaws
to function as M-PACS, allowing diversifi-
cation into allied sectors such as dairy,
fisheries, and horticulture.

The computerization of PACS is also
progressing rapidly, she added, with all
537 PACS having completed their Dynam-
ic Day-End process, thus functioning as
e-PACS. Each PACS is availing a 40-year
term loan facility of Rs63,000 for hard-
ware and software upgrades under the
digital transformation initiative.

Highlighting the integration of
cooperatives with citizen services, it was
revealed that 515 PACS are functioning as
Common Service Centres (CSCs), generat-
ing a monthly transaction value of Rs3.10
lakh, while 154 PACS have been upgraded
as Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
Kendras (PMKSKs) to facilitate agricul-
tural services.

It was further given out that under the
White Revolution 2.0, the cooperative
sector has achieved remarkable expan-
sion, forming 2,232 Dairy Cooperative
Societies (DCSs), of which 1,692 have
been strengthened, benefiting over 1.06
lakh women members. The initiative has
resulted in an impressive milk procure-
ment of 3 Lakh Litres Per Day (LLPD)
through new and strengthened DCSs.

Additionally, M-PACS are operating
medical stores functioning as Pradhan
Mantri Jan Aushadhi Kendras (PMJAKS)
contributing to affordable healthcare
delivery across the far off areas in the UT.
So far, 52 drug licenses and 50 stores have
been operationalized, with a monthly
transaction value of Rs8.78 lakh.

The J&K State Cooperative Bank has
adopted several modern banking prac-
tices, including migration to Finacle 10,
automation of loan schemes, and promo-
tion of financial literacy among stake-
holders.

Meanwhile, the Super Bazar chain has
demonstrated encouraging progress,
clearing Rs4 Cr in GST dues (FY 2020-21)
and settling Rs28 lakh in gratuity and CPF
dues of former employees. Presently, 16
PACS have been enrolled as new Super
Bazar outlets, with renewed focus on
capacity building, marketing push, and
expansion into high-demand urban
markets.

The Chief Secretary further directed
for sustained momentum towards
professionalization, digital empower-
ment, and grassroots financial inclusion
through the cooperative movement in
Jammu and Kashmir.

CS Reviews CiTAG......

enhancing public service delivery, and
strengthening capacity building across
government departments.

The meeting was attended by Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Planning; Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Agriculture
Production and Power Development
Departments; Principal Secretary,
Culture; Commissioner Secretary,
General Administration Department;
Director, IIM; Managing Director, JPDCL;
Director, Industries & Commerce; CEO,
ERA; CEOQ, CiTAG, besides other senior
officers.

During the meeting, the Chief Secre-
tary reviewed the key projects and
knowledge initiatives being steered by
CiTAG to strengthen governance process-
es through innovative and data-driven
interventions. He emphasized that CiTAG
should act as a catalyst in transforming
administrative systems through capacity
enhancement, technology integration,
and policy innovation.

The Chief Secretary directed the
expediting of Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) initiatives identified by CiTAG,
including the outsourcing of Hotel Ashok
Jammu, Hotel Ashok Gulmarg, and the
International Yoga Centre at Mantalai, to
unlock their full potential through
professional management and sustain-
able operational models.

He further reviewed various knowl-
edge and policy outputs being developed
under CiTAG’s guidance, such as the Skill
Gap Study, PPP Policy Framework, Policy

for Attracting Foreign Direct Invest-
ments (FDIs), Road Safety and Urban
Mobility Plans, Promotion of Start-
ups, and Replication of Best Practices
across departments.

Dulloo stressed on the need to
build a vibrant innovation ecosystem
across J&K, particularly in schools,
colleges, universities, and skill
development institutions to nurture
creativity, entrepreneurship, and
problem-solving capabilities among
youth.

The Director, IIM, while highlight-
ing the progress of collaborative
projects, emphasized the importance
of timely delivery and institutional
ownership for sustainable outcomes.

The CEO CiTAG took this occasion
toinform about the certain knowl-
edge outputs taken out for J&K's
Development. He elaborated that the
first phase focuses on key strategic
deliverables across several catego-
ries, laying the groundwork forsus-
tained growth and development of
J&K.

He divulged that the growth
drivers initiatives, scheduled for
completion between December 2025
and March 2026, include essential
studies on employment skill gaps,
agricultural development (doubling
farmers' income), attracting FDIs,
and creating entrepreneurial ecosys-
tems. Additionally, critical work on
urban mobility plans and export
promotion is underway, the meeting
was apprised.

Moreover the Vision 2047 and
Data-driven Decision Making
categories will see the implementa-
tion of Block chain/Al in governance,
digitization of data, strengthening
fiscal position, and rationalization of
assets by March 2026. Submissions
for developing PPP policies and
formulating conducive policies for
attracting FDIs have already been
submitted and are under review,
marking immediate progress in
enhancing J&K's economic and
administrative landscape.

Police Raids....

officials said in Srinagar, police
conducted extensive raids at 150
locations across the city.

The searches were carried out at
the residences of terrorist associates
and overground workers (OGWSs)
affiliated with proscribed terrorist
organizations, in connection with
ongoing investigations under the
UAPA, the police officials said.

The coordinated search opera-
tions were conducted across various
areas of Srinagar, targeting individu-
als involved in facilitating, aiding, or
abetting terror-related activities,
they said.

The objective of these operations
was to seize incriminating material
such as documents, digital devices,
and other evidence relevant to
ongoing investigations. The raids
also form part of a broader intelli-
gence-gathering exercise aimed at
pre-empting and disrupting any
conspiratorial or terrorist activities
threatening public peace and
national security, they added.

In Kulgam, raids were conducted
at over 200 locations across the
south Kashmir district.

The officials said that during the
past four days, more than 400 cordon
and search operations (CASOs) have
been conducted across different
areas of the district at the premises
of OGWs, J-K-based Jammu and
Kashmir Nationals Operating from
Pakistan (JKNOP), places where
encounters took place in past,
hideouts of active or killed terrorists.

These operations have led to the
interrogation of around 500 indi-
viduals affiliated with JKNOPs and
other banned groups, many of whom
have been bound down and shifted
to District Jail Mattan, Anantnag
under preventive laws, the officials
added.

During the raids, incriminating
material and digital devices were
seized, and several Jel members were
interrogated and bound down to
further trace and disrupt networks
aiding terrorism.

In north Kashmir’s Baramulla
district, police in Sopore launched a
major coordinated operation and
carried out a district-wide counter
terror and separatist ecosystem
action, by conducting simultaneous
raids at over 30 plus locations across
Sopore, Zaingeer, and Rafiabad areas
with the assistance of other security
forces, they said.

During the operations, a signifi-
cant quantity of incriminating
material, including documents,
digital gadgets, and printed content
with links to the banned organisa-

tion was recovered and seized for
detailed scrutiny. Several individuals
are being questioned to ascertain
their involvement in unlawful
activities, the police officials said.

Extensive search operations were
also carried out at multiple locations
across Ganderbal, in central Kashmir,
targeting individuals and premises
associated with the proscribed
organisation, the officials said.

During the raids, a large quantity
of incriminating materials, including
documents, digital devices, and
printed content having direct links
with the banned group were recov-
ered and seized for detailed analysis.

Several suspects have been
detained for questioning to ascertain
their role in unlawful and subversive
activities, they said.

These operations form a crucial
part of ]-K Police’s sustained preven-
tive strategy aimed at dismantling
the terror-separatist ecosystem,
cutting off its ideological, financial,
and logistical networks, and ensur-
ing that peace and normalcy remain
undisturbed, the officials said.

Similar raids were also carried out
at multiple locations in other
districts as well, during which
several Jel members were questioned
and bound down under law, the
police officials added. (Agencies)

IICT, NIELIT.....

Design System while providing
modern digital tools to facilitate
innovation and production efficien-
cy,” he added.

Some of the key features of
DesignNweave include simplified
navigation, rich library of patterns
and motifs, instant preview, smooth
data exchange and single-user
licence capability.

Director IICT stated that the
access of the new software shall also
be provided to designers and arti-
sans hailing from remote areas
through login/password facility on
very nominal charges. “After neces-
sary approval of the competent
authority is obtained, IICT shall also
provide licensed copy of this soft-
ware to the desirous persons associ-
ated with handicraft and handloom
sectors,” he added.

Director Handicrafts and Hand-
looms further stated that the new
software aims to bridge the gap
between traditional craftsmanship
and digital innovation, thus empow-
ering designers and artisans to
sustain the rich artistic legacy of
Kashmir and expanding global
outreach. “We urge all stakeholders
and start-up ventures in handicrafts
and handlooms sector to approach
IICT at Bagh-e-Ali Mardan Khan
Srinagar for getting access to the
new software which shall go a long
way in creation of new innovative
designs, that match demands of
contemporary markets,” he added.

Headlines Today.....

both the credibility of Headlines
Today and the reputation of a
government officer,” the statement
said.

The management further con-
firmed that no journalist named
Sandeep Raina has ever been associ-
ated with Headlines Today. It said
that the fake story’s claims—regard-
ing alleged transfer violations,
corruption linked to a 33kV line
diversion at Lassipora, and unveri-
fied financial figures—were entirely
baseless, concocted, and malicious.

The newspaper’s Legal Cell has
been directed to file a First Informa-
tion Report (FIR) under relevant
sections of the Information Technol-
ogy Act and the Indian Penal Code
(IPC), including offenses related to
identity theft, forgery, criminal
impersonation, and defamation. “We
sternly warn these unknown miscre-
ants to prepare for strict legal
repercussions. Headlines Today will
pursue every available legal remedy
to ensure those behind this digital
forgery are brought to justice,” the
Editor-in-Chief asserted.

Reaffirming its commitment to
ethical, responsible, and verified
journalism, Headlines Today urged
readers, public officials, and fellow
media organizations to verify any
content attributed to the publication
through its official platforms only.

The newspaper also appealed to
law enforcement agencies to trace
and prosecute the individuals or
groups responsible for this deliberate
attempt to spread misinformation
and erode public trust. “We will not
allow anyone to misuse the name or
integrity of Headlines Today for
personal or political motives,” the
statement concluded.
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SRINAGAR, NOV 12: Deputy
Commissioner(DC) Srinagar, Akshay
Labroo Wednesday chaired areview
meeting here at Meeting Hall of the
DC Office to assess the overall prog-
ress of Mission Yuva and various
otherrelatedinitiatives beingimple-
mented in the district.

The meeting was attended by
Additional District Development
Commissioner Srinagar, Rifat Aftab
Qureshi; Additional Deputy Com-

missioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz; Chief
Planning Officer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar;
SDM West, Assistant Commissioner
Revenue, senior Officers of J&RKK Bank,
Mission Youth, NRLM, and represen-
tatives from various educational
institutions.

During the meeting, the Deputy
Commissioner took a detailed review
ofthenumberofcases sanctionedand
disbursed under Mission Yuva by the
J&KBank.Helaid emphasis onexpedit-
ingbothsanctions and disbursements
to ensure timely financial assistance

£°) @HEADLINESTODAL7

to the beneficiaries.

TheDCdirected the Bank Officials,
particularly the Zonal and Cluster
Heads, tofurtheraccelerate the num-
ber of sanctioned and disbursed
cases.He stressed the importance of
close coordination between depart-
ments and financial institutions for
effectiveimplementation of the pro-
gramme.

While reviewing theimplementa-
tion of Udyam Jagruti 4.0, the DC
instructed the Colleges of the district
to increase student coverage under

=

the initiative so that more youth are
sensitized about entrepreneurship
and self-employment avenues. Sim-
ilardirections were passed to NRLM
officials to enhance coverage of Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) under the Udyam
Jagriti campaign.

The DC further instructed all con-
cerned departmentstotrack the prog-
ress of beneficiaries whose cases have
been disbursed by Banks and ensure
that all necessary handholding of the
young entrepreneurs towards timely
completion of their projects.

@ @headlinestodaydaily
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DC Srinagar reviews functioning of Kissan
Khidmat Ghars established under HADP
m HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, NOV 12: Deputy Commissioner (DC) Srinagar Akshay
Labroo today chaired comprehensive meeting at DC Office to review
functioning of Kissan Khidmat Ghars (KKGs) of District Srinagar estab-
lished under HADP project.

At the outset, the Deputy Commissioner was apprised that all the
10KKGs allotted to District Srinagar have been successfully established
and 8 Krishi Udhamis have been engaged out of 10.

The meeting was also informed that till date 3500 farmers have
visited KKGs and registered themselves on KKG app for getting the
services offered by KKGs .

On the occasion, the DCdirected the Officers to ensure 100% satura-
tion of registration of farmers on KKG App. He asked them to ensure
that the Krishi Udhamis offer services related to Agriculture and allied
sectors to the farmers at their doorsteps through CSCs and KUs emerge
as successful Agri entrepreneurs.

Earlier, the Chief Planning Officer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar gave a detailed
presentation during the meeting.

The meeting was attended by Additional District Development
Commissioner, Chief Planing Officer, Chief Agriculture Officer, Srinagar,
Chief Animal Husbandry Officer, Chief Horticulture Officer, District
Sheep Husbandry Officer, District Officer Sericulture, Srinagar; District
Lead Bank Manager, Srinagar; District Head, KVK, Srinagar; Assistant
Director, Fisheries; Area Marketing Officer, HP&M Srinagar; District
Coordinator, CSC and all the Krishi Udaymis of District Srinagar.

MLA Devsar Feroz
Ahmad Shah Holds
Public Darbar at
Kilam Kulgam

Promises Early Redressal
of public Grievances, Reaffirms
Commitment o Development

B FAROOQ RATHER

KULGAM, NOV 12: MLA Devsar, Pirzada Feroz
Ahmad Shah, held a Public Darbar in the Kilam
kulgam area of his constituency, where he
interacted with local residents and patiently
listened to their grievances.A large number of
people participated in the event and raised
various issues related to basic amenities, road
connectivity, PMAY sheds, healthcare facilities,
and other civic concerns.

Addressing the gathering, Shah and assured
the people that all genuine demands would be
taken up with the concerned departments for
early resolution. He reiterated his unwavering
commitment to the overall development and
welfare of Devsar, emphasizing that the concerns
of the people remain his top priority.“The
concerns of the people are my top priority, and I
will ensure that all genuine demands are met at
the earliest,” Shah said while interacting with the
gathering.

Speaking to media persons on the sidelines of
the event, Shah reaffirmed his pledge to fulfill all
promises made in his election manifesto. “We will

fulfill all the demands of the people as promised.
Our government is committed to ensuring
development and welfare for every citizen,” he
said.

The event was attended by several district,
tehsil, and sectoral officers, including ACD Kulgam
Bilal Ahmad Kamgar (JKAS), CMO Kulgam Dr.
Showkat Ahmad, Tehsildar Devsar Rakib
Ahmad(JKAS), BDO Devsar Tanzeel ur
Rehman(JKAS) XEN Irrigation, XEN PHE, CDPO
Qazigund Hanifa Ji and other officials from
various departments.

Local residents expressed optimism that their
long-pending issues would finally be addressed.
The officials present took note of the grievances
for prompt redressal and assured necessary
follow-up action.

®© 00 ©

Langate Holds Candlellght March ’ro Condemn Delhi Blast

m DR. AB QAYOOM

LANGATE,NOV 12:Inaheart-
felt show of unity and grief, the
people of Langate on Wednesday
evening held a massive candle-
light march to condemn the
tragic and brutal explosion that
ripped through a jam-packed
market near Red Fort in Delhi.
The devastating terrorist attack
claimed the lives of over twelve
innocent people and left around
twenty-five othersinjured, send-
ing shockwaves across the nation.

Residents from Chogal, Guloo-
ra, Pharoupeth, Hanjishat, Harn,
Takibal, Gund Chogal, Kultoora,
Kharou, Gund Kharou, Shanoo,
Tulwari, and Langate town,
including members of civil soci-
ety, traders, transporters, youth
forums, students,and social activ-
ists, came together in solidarity
to pay tribute to the victims and
to call for peace and unity across
India.

The marches began simulta-

neously fromdifferent villages of
the Langate area particularly
from the twin markets of Langate
and Chogal. The Langate march
culminated at the historic Main
Chowk Langate around 5:30 PM,
while the Chogal procession con-
cluded at the main market of M.
Chogal along the SoporeKupwara

highway.

Atbothlocations, participants
holding candles and banners
raised powerful slogans denounc-
ing terrorism and violence. The
atmosphere was charged with
emotions as people expressed
their anguish and demanded
peace, justice, and brotherhood

in the wake of the brutal attack.

“Thebarbaricand tragicexplo-
sion in the Red Fort market is a
murder of humanity and a grave
violation of international law,”
said a student while speaking to
Headlines Today. Many partici-
pants echoed similar sentiments,
urging everyone to unite against

terrorism and to foster love, har-
mony, and tolerance in society.

Participants also lauded the
tireless efforts of the Indian Army,
Jammu and Kashmir Police, and
the civiladministration for main-
taininglaw and order amid ongo-
ing challenges. They appealed to
the people to cooperate with the
authorities and supportallinitia-
tivesaimed ateradicating terror-
ismand promotinglasting peace.

The Langate march concluded
at the Main Chowk, where a sol-
emn tribute was paid to the vic-
tims. A moment of silence was
observed as participants stood
togetherin mourningand solidar-
ity.

The candlelight march served
asapowerful symbol of Langate’s
collective resilience and unwav-
ering stand against terrorism. It
reflected the community’s firm
commitment to uphold peace,
humanity,and brotherhood, reaf-
firming hope for a united and
terror-free India.

DC Kupwara Hands Over Compensation
Cheques to Kin of Accident Victims

Two Families Receive ¥1Lakh Each Under J5K Road Accident Relief Fund

m DR. AB QAYOOM

KUPWARA, NOV 12: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Kupwara, Shri
Shrikant Suse, on Tuesday handed
over cheques amounting to 31 lakh
each to the Next of Kin (NoK) of
two individuals who tragically lost
their lives in separate road acci-
dents. The financial assistance has
been provided under the Jammu
and Kashmir Road Accident Victim
Fund (2022), which aims to
extend immediate relief to
families affected by road trag-
edies.The sanction for the
assistance was approved by a
five-member district committee
headed by the Deputy Commis-
sioner and comprising the ARTO
Kupwara, Chief Medical Officer
(CMO), Accounts Officer to DC
Kupwara, and Deputy SP Traffic.

Speaking on the occasion, DC
Suse said that the Road Accident
Victim Fund is a significant welfare
measure designed to provide
timely financial support to the
dependents and legal heirs of those
killed or injured in road mishaps
involving both passenger and
private vehicles.He directed all
concerned departments to ensure
the speedy processing and resolu-
tion of such cases, enabling swift
compensation to the bereaved
families. The Deputy Commissioner
also laid stress on raising aware-
ness about the scheme among the
general public and establishing a

ey

e

e

single-window clearance system to
make the disbursal process faster

and more transparent.The initiative
has been widely appreciated by the

IR

public, who termed it a compas-
sionate step by the district admin-
istration towards helping families
in distress.

Srinagar Police
Intensify Raids on Terror
Associates’ Homes

m  HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, NOV 12: In its sustained efforts to
dismantle the terror ecosystem and curb unlawful
activities, Srinagar Police conducted extensive raids
at multiple locations across the city. The searches
were carried out at the residences of terrorist asso-
ciates and overground workers (OGWs) affiliated
with proscribed terrorist organizations, in connec-
tion with ongoing investigations under the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA).

The coordinated search operations were con-
ducted across various areas of Srinagar, targeting
individualsinvolvedinfacilitating, aiding, or abetting
terror-related activities.

Over 150 residences were raided in the city and
these searches were carried out in all Zones of Sri-
nagar City covering various Police Stations and Police
Posts, along with SOG component of District Police.

The searches were conducted inaccordance with
due legal procedure, in the presence of Executive
Magistrates and independent witnesses, and under
the supervision of senior officers of J&K Police.

The objective of these operations was to seize
incriminating material such as documents, digital
devices, and other evidence relevant to ongoing
investigations. The raids also form part of a broader
intelligence-gathering exercise aimed at pre-empt-
ing and disrupting any conspiratorial or terrorist
activities threatening public peace and national
security.

This decisive action underscores the commitment
of Srinagar Police toidentify and take firm legal action
against all individuals involved in promoting or sup-
porting terror-related and anti-national activities.

Srinagar Police remains resolute in its mission to
preserve peace, stability, and public order in the city.
Anyonefoundabettingorassistinginunlawfulorviolent
activities will be dealt with strictly under the law.
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Sakeena Itoo reviews performance, functioning of School
Educatlon Department in Kashmlr Division

m HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 12:
Minister for Education Social
Welfare, Health and Medical
Education, Sakeena Itoo today
chaired review meeting at Civ-
il Secretariat here to assess the
performance and functioning
of the School Education Depart-
ment across Kashmir division
Kashmir division.

The meeting was attended
by Director School Education
Kashmir, Naseer Ahmad Wani;
Joint Directors of School Educa-
tion department (SED), Chief
Education Officers of all districts
of Kashmir division and other
concerned officers of SED.

During the meeting, the Min-
ister held detailed assessment
onkeyoperational areas of school
education sector like academic
performance of schools, infra-
structure development, teacher
deployment, timely distribution
of school textbooks and other
materials, besidesissuesrelated
unregulated selling of school

ister said.

textbooks by private schools
through various agencies on
exorbitant rates was also dis-
cussed in detail.

Addressing the officers in
meeting, Sakeena Itoo empha-
sized on the importance of en-
suring thatall schools across the
region receive textbooks and
otherlearning materials before
the commencement of academ-
ic session. “Timely availability
of books and supplies is crucial
to maintaining the academic
calendar and ensuring that no
studentisleftbehind,” the Min-

She directed officials to
streamline the distribution pro-
cess through improved coordi-
nation between the divisional
and district education offices,
adding that transparency and
accountability must be main-
tained at every level.

While reviewing otherissues
related to School Education sec-
tor, the Minister issued strict
instructions to CEOs to check
unregulated selling of school

textbooks by private schools
through various agencies on
exorbitant rates. “Conduct rou-
tine checks on schools as well
asbookshops and take stringent
against schools and book shops
involvedin selling textbooks on
exorbitantrates”, the Education
Minister stated.
Shealsoinstructed the Direc-
tor School Education to issue a
detailed order regarding cur-
riculum/textbooks tobe followed
by schools and make each CEO
toimplement that orderinletter
and spirit. She asked the CEOs
totake appropriateactionagainst
schools violating this order.
The Minister also called for
timely processing of GP funds
and directed the CEOs to submit-
ted detailed reportoutlining the
number of cases submitted and
pending with each CEO.
Regarding coaching centres,
the Minister directed the CEOs
to conduct regular checks on
coaching centres and ensure that
they are following safety proto-
cols.She also asked them to take

action against unregistered
coaching centres.

Highlighting therole of teach-
ersinshaping the future of stu-
dents, the Minister called for
regular capacity-building and
training programs to enhance
teaching standards. She also
stressed the need to strengthen
monitoring mechanisms to en-
sure punctuality, performance,
and effective classroom engage-
ment.

The Minister further urged
the department to ensure that
all pending administrative and
academicissues are resolved in
a time-bound manner. She as-
sured that the government is
committed to improving the
quality of education and creat-
ing anenabling environment for
students and teachers alike.

During the meeting, Director
School Education Kashmir as
well as CEOs briefed the Minis-
ter about the academic progress
aswell as progress oninfrastruc-
ture development and other
related aspects.

DC Shopian reviews

Satish Sharma holds meeting with Western Bus Union

progress of PM Surya Ghar,
RDSS Schemes

m HTNEWS DESK / DIPR

SHOPIAN, NOVEMBER 12: A high-level meeting
was chaired by Deputy Commissioner (DC) Shop-
ian, Shishir Gupta, at the Mini-Secretariat today
to review the progress of implementation of PM
Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana and the Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS), being execut-
ed in the district.

During the meeting, the DC took a detailed ap-
praisal of the progress achieved under both schemes
and emphasized the need to expedite works to ensure
timely completion.

Officers from the Power Development Department
(PDD) presented the latest status of household reg-
istrations, installation of solar plants under PM Surya
Ghar, and progress on smart metering and infra-
structure strengthening under RDSS.

The DCdirected the officers to accelerate the pace
of execution and remove bottlenecks, if any, so that
the benefits of these flagship initiatives reach the
public at the earliest.

He stressed the importance of awareness among
the general public about the PM Surya Ghar, Muft
Bijli Yojana, which aims to promote renewable en-
ergy and reduce electricity bills through rooftop
solar installations.

As part of the RDSS, the first phase involves tak-
ing up 13 feeders for execution, with a completion
timeline of December 31, 2025. The project includes
the installation of 5700 electric poles afresh, along
with 275 Distribution Transformers, to improve the
power infrastructure in the district.

The department has achieved a significant mile-
stone with 260 solar power rooftops already installed
in the district under PM SuryaGhar, with hundred
more in the pipeline, showcasing the district's com-
mitment to harnessing renewable energy.

Under the RDSS, the DC emphasized improving
power supply reliability, reducing transmission
losses, and ensuring 100% smart metering in the
district.

He asked the concerned engineers to maintain
close coordination with the executing agencies and
regularly monitor the progress on the ground.

Additionally, the DC directed the officers to in-
crease outreach efforts and mobilize more people to
avail benefits under the PM Surya Ghar Scheme.

The meeting was attended by ADDC Dr. Nasir
Ahmed Lone; SDM Zainapora Bilal Ahmed; LDM,
Executive Engineers of PDD and RE Wing, Project
Implementing Agency representatives, and other
concerned officers.

Issues on-spot directions for |mmedloTe redressol of grievances

m  HTNEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 12:
In a significant step towards ad-
dressing the long-pending concerns
of the Transport fraternity, Min-
ister for Transport, FCS&CA, Youth
Services and Sports, IT, Satish
Sharmatoday convened adetailed
meeting with the representatives
of Western Bus Union.

The delegation, led by the
President of the Association, ap-
prised the Minister of various
operational and administrative
challenges being faced by trans-
portersacross different routes and
districts of the region.

During the deliberations, the
Union representatives raised sev-
eral important issues, including

streamlining of permit renewals,
rationalization of passenger fare
structures, condition of transport
infrastructure, welfare of drivers
and conductors, and simplification
of departmental procedures.

The Minister gave a patient
and sympathetic hearing to the
concerns and assured the del-
egation that the government s
fully committed to strengthen
the transport ecosystem in
Jammu and Kashmir through
transparent and responsive
governance.

Satish Sharma, while empha-
sizing the criticalrole of the trans-
port sector in sustaining public
mobility and economic connectiv-
ity, said that the government views
the transporters as essential part-

nersinthe developmental process.
Hedirected the concerned officers
of the Transport Department to
take immediate action on the is-
suesraised and ensure time-bound
redressal of all genuine griev-

ances.
Healsoinstructed the officials
tomaintainregular coordination
with the Unionrepresentatives to
prevent recurrence of avoidable
delays or procedural hurdles.

The Minister reiterated that
under the vision of Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, the Transport
Department is working to create
amore efficient, safe,and citizen-
friendly public transport system
across the Jammu and Kashmir .
He underlined the importance of
adoptingdigital systems and mod-
ernregulatory practices toimprove
service delivery and enhance
transparency.

The members of the Western
BusUnionexpressed their gratitude
to the Minister for intervention
and proactive approachinresolv-
ing their concerns. They acknowl-
edged the responsiveness shown
by the Government to prioritize
the welfare of transporters and
commuters alike.

Hockey Men’s Junior World Cup 2025
Trophy Tour reaches Jammu

B HTNEWS DESK / DIPR

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 12: The
Hockey Men'’s Junior World Cup 2025
Trophy today reached Jammu as part
of the Trophy Tour, and the city wit-
nessed awave of excitementand pride.

The iconic trophy was displayed
at K.K. Hakku Stadium, filling the
venue with the energy of aspiring
athletes, sports lovers, and school
students who gathered inlarge num-
bers to celebrate the spirit of Indian
hockey.

The event was graced by Commis-
sioner Secretary, Youth Services and
Sports, Yasha Mudgal as Chief Guest.

Secretary, J&K Sports Council,
Nuzhat Gul, along with officials from
the Hockey India Federation and J&K
Hockey Association besides large num-
ber of players were also present on
the occasion.

Addressing the gathering, the Com-
missioner Secretary said, “The ar-
rival of the Junior World Cup Trophy
in Jammu marks a proud moment for
all sportslovers of the region. Hockey

has always stood as a symbol of India’s
unity, resilience, and determination.
Through this event, we aim to inspire
our youth to embrace the sport with
renewed passion and dedication.The
J&K Government remains fully com-
mitted to extending every possible
support for the growth of hockey and
other sporting disciplines across the
region, and the day is not far when
our athletes will represent the coun-
try with pride and excellence.”
Secretary, J&K Sports Council, in
her address said, “J&K Sports Council
under the Youth Services and Sports
Department is committed to provid-
ing access to quality infrastructure,
professional coaching, and exposure
to aspiring athletes in every district.
The Trophy Tour is not just a celebra-

tion of hockey’s heritage but also a
reminder to our youth that with dis-
cipline and hard work, they too can
reach the highest levels of sport.

The Trophy Tour, which will trav-
el through 20 states of India, aims to
celebrate the FIH Junior Men’s World
Cup 2025, promote hockey awareness
and participation across the nation,
and inspire the younger generation
to take pride in India’s glorious hock-
ey legacy.

The dazzling trophy procession
began from Hotel Radisson and moved
throughJammu University Road before
reaching K.K. Hakku Stadium, where
an enthusiastic crowd awaited its ar-
rival. The atmosphere was electric as
young players waved flags, cheered,
and took photographs with the World
Cup trophy, expressing their excite-
ment and pride in witnessing such a
historic moment.

The vibrant atmosphere at K.K.
Hakku Stadiumreflected the growing
passion for hockey among the youth
and reaffirmed the region’s commit-
ment to nurturing future champions.

Commemoration of 150 years of Vande Mataram
DC Shopian leads PIonTaTion drive at Shopian

m  HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SHOPIAN, NOVEMBER 12: As
part of the ongoing celebrations,
commemorating 150 Years of Na-
tional Song, ‘Vande Mataram’,
District Administration Shopian
today organized a plantationdrive
in the premises of the Mini Sec-
retariat, Shopian.

The plantation drive was led
by Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Shopian, Shishir Gupta accompa-
nied by Senior Superintendent of
Police, Mushtaq Ahmad, ADC, Dr.
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Zakir Hussain Faaz and other se-
nior officers of the district who
planted saplings reaffirming their
commitment to preserving the
environment.

Speaking on the occasion, the
DChighlighted that the plantation
drive represents not only an en-
vironmental initiative but also a
symbolicgesture of respect towards
the beloved land.

He emphasized that such ac-
tivities foster a sense of respon-
sibility among citizens towards
the protection of nature and urged

alldepartments to continue con-
tributing to the celebration of
Vande Mataram through mean-
ingful community-oriented ac-
tivities.

SSP, while interacting with
the participants, underscored
the importance of collective par-
ticipationin environmental con-
servation and encouraged youth
toactively engage in similar green
initiatives.

The event witnessed enthusi-
astic participation of officers and
officials of all line departments.

DC Anantnag holds block
Diwas at Verinag

m HTNEWS DESK / DIPR

ANANTNAG NOVEMBER 12: To address the griev-
ances and concerns of the local community especially
related to the ensuing winter season, the Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Anantnag, SF Hamid , presided over the
Block Diwas today at Koot Verinag.

The event witnessed participation by DDC Shahabad,
SDM Dooru, ACD, Tehsildar, BMO and ZEO Verinag, other
concerned officers from various departments, members of
civil society,ex PRImembers and the local publicofthe area.

During the program, the DC gave a patient hearing to
the residents who raised issues pertaining to road con-
nectivity, healthcare services, rationalisation of teachers,
advance distribution of ration for winter months, expedit-
ing JJM works, desilting of Irrigation canals, commission-
ing of Receiving Station, availability of men & machinery
for snow clearance, construction of infrastructure for
schools, among others.

Addressing the gathering, the DCreaffirmed the district
administration’s commitment to the time-bound resolu-
tion of all genuine grievances, assuring that issues would
be taken up with the concerned departments for effective
redressal. He issued on spot directions to the concerned
officers to ensure prompt and efficient resolution of gen-
uine concerns raised by the public.
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Dy. CM calls for prompt service delivery,
speedy redressal of public issues

Meets several public delegafi

m  HT NEWS DESK / DIPR J §
T Tl

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 12: Dep-
uty ChiefMinister, Surinder Choud-
hary, todayreiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to ensuring
promptservice deliveryand speedy
redressal of public grievances to
strengthen governance at the
grassroots level.

During an extensive public
outreach session held at Civil Sec-
retariat here, Deputy Chief Min-
ister met several publicdelegations
from Jammu as well as Srinagar,
whoapprised him of variousissues
concerning theirrespective areas.
The deputations raised matters
related to overall upgradation of
civicand infrastructural facilities
in their respective areas.

Giving a patient hearing to all
delegations, the Deputy Chief
Minister assured them that their

ons at Jammu

genuine concerns would be ad-
dressedinatime-bound and result-
oriented manner. He directed the
concerned Departments to take
immediate and impactful measures
to ensure effective resolution of
issues affecting public welfare.

The Deputy Chief Minister
emphasized thatresponsive gov-
ernance and prompt service de-
livery remain top priorities of the
present government. He said that
consistent engagement with the
public and timely follow-up of
grievances are essential for main-
taining transparency and account-
ability in the system.

He further stated that the Gov-
ernment is committed to provid-
ingequitable development across
all regions and ensuring that the
benefits of various schemes and
projects reach every section of
society.

GDC Shopian celebrates National
Education Day
m HTNEWS DESK / DIPR

SHOPIAN, NOVEMBER 12: The Department of
Education, Government Degree College Shopian,
in collaboration with the District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA) Shopian, under the aegis of IQAC,
celebrated National Education Day to commemo-
rate the birth anniversary and enduring legacy of
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, India’s first Minister of
Education and a pioneer of modern learning.

On the occasion, In-charge Principal, GDC Shop-
ian, Dr. Nazir Ahmad Bhat, paid rich tributes to
Maulana Azad’s unparalleled contributions to the
field of education.

Dr. Nazir underscored the significance of the
occasion as an opportunity to revisit and reaffirm
the ideals of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, describing
him as a true champion of knowledge, unity, and
educational empowerment. He highlighted the
transformative role of Artificial Intelligence in
Education, emphasizing the need to balance tech-
nological advancement with human values, integ-
rity, inclusivity, and innovation in learning envi-
ronments.

Principal District and Sessions Judge Shopian
(Chairman DLSA Shopian), Mehmood Ahmad
Chowdhary who attended the event as chief guest,
in his address, shared profound insights on the
power of education in revolutionizing societies
and institutions. He appreciated the enthusias-
tic participation of students and faculty, acknowl-
edging their efforts in making the event a grand
success.

Sub-Judge/Secretary DLSA Shopian, Mudasir
Farooq, in his remarks, elaborated on the role of
education in fostering national integration and
unity, emphasizing that true integration is achieved
when people rise above divisions and work col-
lectively for peace, progress, and social harmo-
ny.

Chief Legal Aid Defense Counsel, Advocate Rafi
Ahmad Ganie, highlighted the importance of funda-
mental rights as the cornerstone of Indian democ-
racy, underlining their role in safeguarding justice,
liberty, and equality for all citizens.

DDC Baramulla chairs Sector-wise review of Works
under District Capex Budge

m HTNEWS DESK / DIPR

BARAMULLA, NOVEMBER 12:
District Development Commissioner
Baramulla(DDC), Minga Sherpa, today
chaired a comprehensive meeting to
review the sector-wise physical and
financial progress of works proposed
under the District Capex Budget
2025-26.

During the meeting, the DDC took
a detailed appraisal of ongoing and
completed works across various sec-
tors, including Rural Development,
Education, Health, PWD, Jal Shakti,
and others. Officers briefed the chair
about the status of projects, expendi-

ture incurred, and targets achieved
so far.

Emphasizing timely completion
and judicious utilization of funds, the
DDCdirected alldepartments toensure
strictadherence to timelines and qual-
ity parameters. He also called for close

t 2025-26

monitoring of works to avoid delays
and to ensure visible impact at the
grassroots level.

The DDC further instructed of-
ficers to expedite the tendering and
allotment processes for pending
works so that execution can be
taken up well before the onset of
winter. He stressed the importance
of achieving 100% financial and
physical progress within the stip-
ulated timeframe.

The meeting was attended by the
Chief Planning Officer, ACD, SEs, Ex-
ecutive Engineers of line departments,
Block Development Officers, and
other concerned officers.

Institutions, Departments
across Bandipora celebrate
150 Years of “Vande
Mataram” with Patriotic zeal

B HTNEWS DESK / DIPR

BANDIPORA, NOVEMBER 12: Continuing the
week-long celebrations commemorating 150 years
of India’s National Song “Vande Mataram,” various
departments and educational institutions across
Bandipora district today organized patriotic pro-
grammes, special assemblies, and environmental
activities reflecting deep national pride and enthu-
siasm.

At the Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV) Madar,
Bandipora, students and staff, along with officials
from the Department of Information and Public Re-
lations (DIPR) Bandipora, held a special morning
assembly. The gathering echoed with the powerful
rendition of “Vande Mataram,” as participants sang
the song together, filling the campus with national
devotion. The event also included short speeches on
the historical and cultural significance of the Na-
tional Song.

Similarly, at the R&B Office Bandipora, employees
gathered to sing the National Song “Vande Mataram”
and waved the National Flag amid a spirited display
of patriotism and unity. The event fostered a collec-
tive sense of national pride among the staff, reinforc-
ing the essence of the ongoing “Vande Mataram”
campaign.

Meanwhile, the Government Degree College (GDC)
Hajin organized a plantation drive under the guid-
ance of Principal Prof. (Dr.) Gazala Firdous to celebrate
the milestone.

The drive aimed to promote environmental aware-
ness and sustainable living while honouring the
patriotic ideals symbolized by “Vande Mataram.”
Students and faculty members enthusiastically
planted a variety of saplings within the campus,
reflecting their commitment to both environmental
preservation and national service.

Similar programmes were conducted in schools
and colleges across the district, where students
and stafftook partin different activities and events
based on the themes of patriotism and national
unity.

These activities were part of the broader district-
wide “Vande Mataram” campaign, which continues
to unite institutions, departments, and citizens in
celebrating the values of patriotism, unity, and har-
mony.

Rana reviews implementation of Tribal Welfare schemes across J&K
Directs for strict adherence to timelines, quality parameters

m HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 12: Min-
ister for Tribal Affairs, Jal Shakti,
Forest, Ecology & Environment,
Javed Ahmed Rana today chaired
a high-level meeting at the Civil
Secretariat here to review imple-
mentationof Tribal Welfare schemes
across Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo; Sec-
retary Tribal Affairs, Prasanna
Ramaswamy G; District Develop-
ment Commissioners of Jammu
Division, Director Tribal Affairs,
J&K and other senior officers.

During the review, the Minis-
ter took a detailed appraisal of
both physical and financial prog-
ress achieved under various
schemes, assessed outcomes

against the set objectives, and
examined timelines for completion
to ensure effective delivery of
welfareinitiatives for tribal com-
munities.

The schemesdiscussed in meet-
ing included UT Capex Budget,
Special Central Assistance to
Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS),
Pradhan Mantri Adi Adarsh Gram
Yojana (PMAAGY), Dharti Abha
Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan
(DA-JGUA), and Pradhan Mantri
Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY).

Emphasizing the need for ef-
ficient utilization of resources, the
Minister directed all officers to
ensure strict compliance with
quality standards and timelines.

Heunderscored thatgovernance
must be outcome-oriented, stress-
ing the importance of regular

monitoring, seamless execution,
and timely completion of projects
todeliver tangible benefits on the
ground.The original objectives of
these flagship programmes must
be realized in their true spirit to
ensure maximum benefit to the
tribal population,” the Minister
asserted.He reiterated that the
Omar Abdullah-led government
is committed to socio-economic
upliftment of tribal communities
through sustained implementation
of welfare schemes and policy
interventions.

Highlighting the importance of
knowledge-based and innovative
approaches in tribal development,
Ranacalled for greater collaboration
betweentheTribalResearchInstitute
(TRI) and IIT Jammu in the fields of
research, documentation, and pres-

ervation of the historical and cul-
tural heritage oftribal communities.
Such partnerships, he noted, would
helpbuildanauthenticrepository of
tribal knowledge and fosterinnova-
tion in developmental planning.

The Minister also emphasized
the need to involve local poets,
artists,and cultural practitioners
ininitiatives promoting tribal art,
culture, and languages, adding
that community participation is
essential for ensuring sustainable
and meaningful outcomes.

Laying special focus onimprov-
ing tribal hostels across Jammu
and Kashmir, Rana instructed
concerned officers to work in mis-
sion mode for timely renovation
and upgradation.

He stressed that hostels must
provide safe, comfortable, and

well-equipped environment to
facilitate academic and personal
growth of students from tribal
communities.

Further, the Minister directed
that all Detailed Project Reports
(DPRs) be prepared inaccordance
withactualfield requirements and
realistic assessments, ensuring
effective planning and quality
outcomes. Speaking during the
meeting, Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo observed that the Govern-
ment of India has laid renewed
emphasis on tribal development
throughvarious flagship schemes.

He called for coordinated ef-
forts and mission-mode imple-
mentation to ensure that the
benefits reach the intended ben-
eficiaries efficiently and effec-
tively.

DC Udhampur convenes public outreach

camp at Pqnchayat Dhalpar

m  HTNEWS DESK / DIPR

UDHAMPUR, NOVEMBER 12: To
provide doorstep governance and
ensure effective public grievances
redressal of rural populace, Deputy
Commissioner Udhampur, Saloni Rai
today chaired a Public outreach-cum-
grievances redressal camp at Pan-
chayat Ghar Dhalpar- Block Jaganoo.

A large number of people from
adjoining areas attended the camp
and projected theirdemands and griev-
ances.Additional District Development
Commissioner, Jugal Kishore; Assistant
Commissioner Development, Om Par-
kash; Assistant Commissioner Revenue,
Dr Umesh Shan and other district of-
ficers were also present.

The people demanded adequate
staffin educational institutions, aug-
mentation of drinking water supply,
up-gradation of the Jaganoo-Ghordi
road todouble-lane,addressing mobile
network connectivity issues, replace-
ment of damaged electric poles, sup-
ply of quality seeds and fertilizers,
clearance of roads in ward No. 8, in-
stallation of an ATM, establishment
of a veterinary centre, restoration of
drinking water supply and maintenance

®© 00 ©

r{;

of link roads, among other develop-
mental concerns.

Speaking on the occasion, the DC
sensitized the general public about
the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana
and urged them toinstall solar panels
to promote renewable energy. She
directed bank officials to conduct fi-
nancial awareness and inclusion camps
to educate the public about the gov-
ernment welfare and social security
schemes.

Respondingto the issues raised by
the public and former PRIs, the DC
issued on-the-spot directions to the
concerned officers to address genuine
grievances on priority. Several issues
were resolved instantly through de-
partmental coordination.

The DC furtherinstructed officers
from all departments to organize
regular awareness camps to educate

therural population about government
welfare and beneficiary-oriented
schemes, ensuring that people can
avail themselves of maximum benefits.

Highlighting the objective of the
public outreach initiative, the DC
stated that these camps are aimed at
bringing administration closer to the
people, enabling direct interaction
between citizens and officials. She
added that these platforms help the
District Administration understand
and address the multifaceted chal-
lenges faced by the public.

The DCemphasized the importance
of spreading awareness aboutincome-
generating and livelihood-oriented
schemes launched by the Government
of India and the UT Government, en-
couraging people to participate ac-
tively for their socio-economic uplift-
ment.

Director Agriculture reviews progress of seed allotment for
rabi season, PMFBY and HADP

m HTNEWS DESK / DIPR

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 12: Areview
meeting was today convened under
the chairmanship of Director Agricul-
ture Jammu Anil Gupta to assess the
ongoing activities and progress of the
departmental schemes. The meeting
was attended by Joint Director Agri-
culture (Inputs), Dr. Ashwani Sharma;
Technical Officer HADP (DoA]J), senior
officers and staff of the Directorate.
Chief Agriculture Officers (CAOs) of
all districts of Jammu Division par-
ticipated through Video Conferencing
(VC).

The meeting primarily focused on
the issues related to seed allotment
and distribution across districts for
the Rabiseason. The Director Agricul-
ture informed that the seeds have
already been dispatched toall districts
as per their requirements. He direct-
ed all CAOs to communicate any ad-
ditional requirements in writing
within a day so that farmers do not
face any inconvenience.

Anil Gupta further emphasized
that seed rates must be prominent-
ly displayed at all seed stores, warn-
ing that strictaction would be taken

incase of any non-compliance. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Joint Director
(Inputs), Dr. Ashwani Sharma stated
that maximum seed allotments have
already been dispatched to the dis-
tricts and the process is near comple-
tion.

The Director Agriculture also re-
viewed JKCIP applications and di-
rected that the approved cases be
immediately placed before the District
Level Committees (DLCs) for approv-
al,ensuring that beneficiaries receive
timely benefits.

A detailed review of the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY)
was also conducted. The Director in-
structed all CAOs to ensure that crop-

cutting experiments (CCEs) are com-
pleted immediately, especially in
districts showing poor performance.
Hedirected thatallfield functionaries
use the App for dataentry and complete
the process at the earliest.

The progress on the Qutput Track-
ing Application(OTA) wasalsoreviewed.
Director Anil Gupta directed officers
toclearall pending cases promptly to
ensure real-time reporting and trans-
parency.

In the concluding session, the Di-
rector reviewed the physical and fi-
nancial achievements under Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes (CSS), CAPEX,
and HADP, stressing timely utilization
of funds and completion of targets.
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Take all precautions
as winter is here

As the winter season has already set in the
people of Kashmir valley needto be sensitized
aboutthe hazards associated with the season.
Since fire incidents get reported from nook
and corner of the valley it is important that
people take the necessary precautions. Since
multiple options of heating are available to
the people itisimperative that Dos and Don’ts

In Search of the Lost Sheep
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Mir Imtiyaz Aafreen

Each summer, when the forests breathe green
again and the air of Pir Panjal turns sharp with
promise, I shoulder my rucksack and climb toward
the high meadows. Trekking, for me, is not a sport.
It is a return. In the stillness of the woods, the
changing colors of sky and grass, in the soft cadence
of my own footsteps on forgotten trails, I find a
language older than words. I walk not to reach the
heights but to hear them breathe. The mountains,
like ancient witnesses, whisper truths that towns
and cities forget.

refusing to fade.

At breakfast, I told Lassa Kak what I had seen.
Helistened, eyes half-closed. “Thereis suchagrave,”
he said quietly. “Just above the ridge. No one knows
whose it is. If you wish, Sahil can take you there.”

Curiosity overruled hesitation. I packed some
rice, rajma dal, and water, and set out with Sahil,
the shepherd boy. We climbed in silence, the forest
thinninginto stone and wind. The higher we went,
the lonelier the sound of our footsteps became.

After two hours, wereached theridge. The view

ofthe §ame are properly imparted fo the val- T—> In late June this year, I left home with my com- opened—valleys stretched below, snow peaks glim-
ley residents. rades and reached Doodhpathri—the Valley of Milk. mered above. On a patch of wild grass lay a single
That grave belongs fo We parked our vehicle there, the gateway to the grave.No name, no date, only aweathered stone at

Over the years there have been scores of
fire incidents during the winter season and
these incidents ook place due to the negli-
gence of the people. As such it is important
that the people take necessary precautions
while using the differentheating gadgets avail-
able to them at their respective homes. At
times the people take the things for granted
and compromise with their safety while using
the heating appliances. This negligence needs

Yasir,” he said at last. “He
was from Poonch. Years
ago, in late autumn, he
was grazing his flock in
the upper Pir Panjal areaq.
Some of his sheep strayed
across the Nupur Pass into
Ashtar Valley, and he

green meadows of Korag, Ashtar,and Chhanz. Our
destination was Korag once again, where we often
stayed in the humble 'kotha' of LassaKak, a shepherd
of rare kindness. He tended the flocks of Gulmor,
earning modest pay, yet he held a quiet dignity that
no wealth could equal. Among the shepherds of Pir
Panjal, he was known for his hospitality. For years,
he had hosted me, refusing every offer of payment.

The trail wound through conifers and across
clear streams, the path narrow but beautiful. After
twoand a halfhours of steady ascent, the meadows
of Korag appeared, wide and gleaming under the
sun. LassaKak spotted me from afarand called out,
“Welcome, Master Jee! lwas waiting eagerly.l hope

its head. Time itself seemed to have stopped there.

As we stood, an old shepherd appeared in the
distance, his beard white, his gait steady. He
greeted us warmly and asked what had brought
us so high. When I mentioned the dream and the
grave, he fell silent for a while, searching his
memory.

“That grave belongs to Yasir,” he said atlast. “He
was from Poonch. Years ago, in late autumn, he was
grazing his flock in the upper Pir Panjal area. Some
of his sheep strayed across the Nupur Pass into
Ashtar Valley, and he desperately went after them.
He searched through these ridges for hours. Then
the weather turned cruel. Snow began to fall. Night

to be avoided by the people so that the unfor- desperately went after allis well.” came fast. He found a deserted kotha for shelter but
tunate incidents are avoided. them. He searched I smiled. “All is well, Lassa Kak. Alhamdulillah. had no food, no fire. Wrapped in a torn blanket, he
It was in this reaard the administration of ' You are always too kind.” waited for morning. But morning never broke for

9 th roug h these ridges for Inside his kotha—a single room of mud and pine him. The storm raged for days, and Yasir never left

district Srinagar has issued fire safety advisory
(Dos & Don’ts) for general public to preventfire
hazards in residential areas as well as com-
mercial places. The administration has high-
lighted that dry weather conditions and wide-
spread use of heating appliances
significantly raise the risk of fire accidents
during winters. The administration has urged
citizens to follow safety precautions to prevent
fire hazards in residential as well as commer-
cial areas.

People have been asked to ensure that all
electrical heating gadgets, bukharis and LPG
stoves are switched off before going to bed or
leaving theirhomes. The use of Kangris should
be handled with utmost care and kept in safe
places during nights to avoidits toppling. Ithas
been stressed that good ventilation shouldbe
ensured while using the LPG heaters. Keeping
escape routes and water access points clear
and avoiding careless disposal of live cigarette
butts have also been highlighted.

People have been advised to avoid storing
combustible materials such as dry grass or
rejection wood near residential areas, refrain
from using faulty or substandard electrical
appliances and to ensure proper wiring and
installation of circuit breakers. People have
beenurgedto use only good quality electrical
appliances, fuses of correct rating, miniature
circuit breakers (MCBs) and earth leakage
circuit breakers (ELCBs). They have been
advised to stay in the kitchen while cooking
and tumn off the stove even if they leave the
kitchen even for a shorter period of time.
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hours. Then the weather
turned cruel. Snow began
tfo fall. Night came fast. He
found a deserted kotha
for shelter but had no
food, no fire. Wrapped in
a torn blanket, he waited
for morning. But morning
never broke for him. The
storm raged for days, and
Yasir never left that
hut alive

logs—the air was thick with the smell of smoke and
earth. The room served as kitchen, bedroom, and
parlor. I handed him a packet of rice and rajma.
“This might help,” I said. He frowned lightly. “How
many times must I tell you, we have enough here?
You worry too much.” Still, he took it, muttering
good-naturedly.

Evening softened the world to gold. The wind
brushed the grass, and smoke rose lazily from the
hearth. After a simple meal, I lay down, weary but
wakeful. The mountain sighed beyond the wooden
door. I slept.

That night, a dream seized me.

At the foot of Mount Chhanz, beside a ruined
kotha,Isaw myselfstanding by alonely grave. When
[ tried to step closer, a voice rose from within.

“Remember meinyour prayers... remember me
in your prayers.”

[woke,drenched in sweat. The embers had died,
and the silence of the mountains pressed against
the walls. The dream clung to me like fog, its echo

that hut alive.

“When spring came, shepherds found his body
curled beneath the blanket. They buried him here,
nameless. Only later did his kin come from Poonch,
searching. Then we learned his name—Yasir, twen-
ty-five years old, who had gone in search of his lost
sheep.”

The old man’s voice faded into the wind. Bells
from a distant flock trembled through the valley.

I stood by the grave, the dream now heavy with
meaning. Yasir had gone seeking what he had lost,
only to be claimed by the search itself. Perhaps
every seeker risks that—to vanish within the very
thing he pursues.

As we descended, clouds gathered above the
ridge. I turned once more. The grave stood small
against the vast mountains, a quiet mark of both
presence and absence. The wind carried a faint
murmur, almost like a prayer—

“Remember me in your prayers.”

And [ do. Every time I return to these hills.

Doodhpathri a place with utter peace
" -

B SAHIL MANZOOR BHATTI

The Kashmir Valley is famous throughout the
world for its luscious, endowed, charming beauty.
There are amazing facts about the Kashmir Valley:
itlookslike paradise onearth, richinseveral nature-
bestowed vegetations, springs, waterfalls,and clear
crystal water rivers that flow from the lap of the
eminent mountains of the Pir Panjal range, beau-
tifyingand elucidating the real face of Kashmir. The
people of the valley are so benevolent and known
for their great hospitality (tourist views).

One more fact is that the tourism sector is the
backbone of Kashmir’s economy. There are lakhs
of people,includingall age groups, who are earning
their livelihoods from this sector. The tourism
department playsavital role in generating employ-
ment for the unemployed youth and at the same
time discovers and develops new recreational
places for the native folk and for the tourists who
come from the different corners of the country and
from the globe and redresses the grievances faced
by the tourists on a priority basis. That is quite
impressive, and there are still miles to go for better
and secure accommodation. Facilities should cater
throughout the year to the visitors, and there is a
need for identification of more attractive destina-
tions in the future.

Doodhpathriis one of the emerging tourist spots
in the valley. Doodhpathri comprises two words:
"Doodh,"” which literally means milk, due to the
clear crystal water of the Shaliganga River, and
"Pathri,” which means meadows. It means the milky
meadow tourist destination. Doodhpathri is just
about 45 km from the summer capital, Srinagar,
and about 36 km from the district headquarters,
Budgam. Doodhpathri beautifies the district of
Budgam in various ways and generates livelihood
for the locals of the adjoining villages. The name
was given to this renowned place by Valleys, one
of the towering Sufi saints, Nund Rishi (RA), com-
monly known as Alamdar Kashmir among natives
of Kashmir. Doodhpathri has been famous among
the natives of District Budgam for centuries. Doo-
dhpathri was earlier used for grazing purposes;

still, there are mud houses called “Kotha” by the
locals.

Doodhpathri is situated in central Kashmir’s
district of Budgam. There are other tourist places
inthedistrict, suchasYousmargand CharariSharief
(shrine of Sheikh Noor Ud din Wali (RA)). Tosa-
maidan is one of the emerging tourist destinations
in the district and is rich in various attractive
places. Ich-Gam, Kremshora, Khansahib, and
Yarikhah are the villages that can be reached via
Doodhpathri. There are some other routes as well,
like viaMagam, Beerwah, Arizal, Raiyar,and Raithan,
Mujhpathri.

Places to visit

Sotchal (Sochal) Pathri

Sotchal (Sochal) Pathri, nearer to Doodhpathri,
is aresting place for the visitors. The place is quite
picturesque and explains the endowed beauty of
nature,

Sukhnag

The SukhnagRiveris located in the lap of the Pir
Panjal Mountains of Parihas Doodhpathri and
Sitaharan Khag. Literally the river is commonly
known as Sukh Nag, which comprises two Kash-
miri words: “Sukh” means calm,and “Naag” means
spring. The Sukh Naag River beautifies and quench-

es the thirst of several villages alongside it; the
villages are Arizal, Zanigam, and Beerwah, and
finally it opens its mouth into the Jhelum River.
Sukh Naag is one of the major tributaries of the
river Jhelum.

The Sukhnaag River is famous throughout the
district and has great influence among the native
people. It originates from the upper mountain hills
of the Tosamaidan. The origins are Dammam Sar,
etc., dams and beautifies the lush green forest of
the place. It will be brought under the map of tour-
ism but at the same time needs the attention of the
administration. The SukhnagRiver has great poten-
tial for the tourists and generates revenue for the
state, generating employment as well for the locals
of the area. There are certain more facts about the
SukhnaagRiver,suchastheriverbeingjusta40-min-
ute walk away from the tourist reception center
(TRC) Raiyar-ich, Tangnar.

District Administration, Budgam, and the tour-
ism department of the union territory of Jammu
and Kashmir. The concerned department will find
many other hidden facts about the beautiful place
after it is taken up under the tourism destination
of the Kashmir Valley. District administration in
Budgam put many efforts into the upliftment of the
district, as the district of Budgam is still lacking
several basic facilities for the tourism sector. There
are renowned tourist places in the district as well.
Yous Marg, Doodhpathri, and still counting. Tosa-
maidan is a newly introduced tourist destination
and has great potential for tourism and needs
assistance from the central government. Dear read-
ers, In Sha Allah, in the future I will bring more
interestinginformation and facts about the destina-
tions and try to let you know how beautiful the
Sukh Naag river is.

Raiyar—Ich

Raiyar Ich is a picturesque hamlet and resting
place for the tourists, who come from different
corners of the world. Facts to know about the Rai-
yar-Ich. "Raiyar" comprises two Kashmiri words,
i.e,, "RAL" which means "lost," and "YAAR," which
means "friend" in the Kashmiri language. So the
name had been given to this hamlet by the "mystic
Kashmiri Sufi saint, SHEIKH NOOR UD DIN WALI
(RA)."It’'ssothat when hereached in the said village
from the forests of the Pir Panjal, he sent his friends
todifferent parts of Kashmir to spread the teachings
of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), and
he managed to start his journey alone towards
Dreygam Cave. Source: Alocallegend of the village.

sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.com
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From a Border Village to the Nation’s Pride:
Journey That Inspires Rural Kashmir....

By Raja Abid

— >

Whenayoung manfromasmallborder
village defies geography, privilege, and
circumstance torise to national distinction,
his story becomes more than personal
triumph — it becomes a statement of hope.
The story of Raja Azhar Asif from Bijhama,
a remote hamlet in North Kashmir’s Uri
region, is precisely that: a journey that
affirms the enduring power of discipline,
humility, and self-belief in a world too
often defined by access and advantage.

Where DreamsTake Root in Simplicity

Bijhama, a serene village surrounded
by forested slopes and the murmuring
Jhelum, is farremoved from India’s coach-
ing capitalsand digital distractions.It was
here,in August 2000, that Azharwasborn
—inahomefilled with warmth, modesty,
and dreams larger than its walls. From his
earliest days, he carried an uncommon
calmness and curiosity that made him the
quiet favourite of all.

Azhar’s childhood was marked by sim-
plicity, not scarcity. He studied at Radiant
Mounty English Medium School in the
village till class 5, excelling through intel-
ligence more than long hours of study. His
teacherssawbrilliancein hisrestraint,and
his classmates admired a humility rare
even in childhood.

EducationBeyond Means, NotBeyond
Merit

When Azhar qualified for Jawahar Navo-
daya Vidyalaya (JNV) Shahkote, it was a
turning point. The Navodaya system —
designed to find and nurture rural talent
—became his foundationindiscipline and
independence. He was still a child when
heleft home with little more than a towel,
bedding, and quiet determination. Those

earlylessonsinself-reliance would become
the bedrock of his character.

After completing his 10th, he joined
Kendriya Vidyalaya Gingle near Baram-
ulla for higher secondary education. While
most students from modest backgrounds
struggle with coaching expenses, Azhar
charted a different path. He believed in
self-study — trusting his ability to grasp,
reason, and reflect rather than memorise.
Thatbeliefstayed with him through every
phase of his life.

The Engineer Who Chose Persever-
ance Over Comfort

Having cleared the Common Entrance
Test (CET) with a good rank, Azhar joined
Government College of Engineering and
Technology (GCET), Jammu, to study Elec-
trical Engineering. Just as he was finding
his rhythm, the COVID-19 pandemic shut
the world down.

Where many saw uncertainty, Azhar
found purpose. Returning to his village, he
helped run the family’s small drug and util-
ity store, earning a modest ¥50 a day —
sometimes not even that. Yet there were no
complaints.His humilityand sense of respon-
sibility were lessons in quiet dignity.

Afterthelockdownslifted, he returned
tocomplete hisengineering degree, grad-
uating in 2022 without fanfare, without
indulgence. His focus had already shifted
elsewhere — toward a goal even more
formidable.

A Dream Without Coaching, A Vic-
tory Without Privilege

The UPSC Civil Services Examination
—India’s most competitive and sought-after
test — is a mountain few dare to climb
without institutional support. Yet Azhar
began his preparation from home, study-
ing six to eight hours a day after work,
relyingsolely ondiscipline and determina-
tion.

In 2023, he cleared the prelims in his
firstattempt,anachievement thatelectri-
fied our family and village. Though he fell
short in the mains that year, it only
strengthened his resolve. “Next time, I'll
make it,” he said quietly, returning to his
books without bitterness.

In 2024, he appeared again. This time,
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he went further — clearing both prelims
and mains. Declining the offer of expensive
coachingforthe interview, he choseinstead
to rely on his preparation and faith.

Delhi Days and Lessons in Resilience

Accompanied by me, Azhar travelled
to Delhi for his interview. We stayed with
afriend in Old Delhi —in a flat that, as fate
would haveit, had noelectricity. Thatnight,
we dined under mobile flashlights, laugh-
ingthrough fatigue and uncertainty. It was
a small moment that mirrored his entire
journey — illuminated not by privilege but
by perseverance.

The next day, we purchased his inter-

view clothes from Delhi’s local markets,
staying within a modest ¥6,000 budget.
He walked into the UPSC building at Gate
No. 1 with calm confidence. The 45-min-
ute interview went well; his serenity
never faltered.

Butwhen the final results came in April
2024, his name was missing — he had
missed thelist by the narrowest of margins,
tying with the last selected candidate. For
most, it would have been crushing. For
Azhar, it was just another test of patience.

Victory Deferred, Not Denied
On October 28, 2025, months later,
destiny returned with its long-promised

reward. Asthereserved list wasannounced,
Azhar’s name finally appeared. He called
home with just four words: “Bhai,  made
it.”

That moment transformed Bijhama.
The narrow lanes filled with joy; prayers
echoedinevery corner. Our modest home
became a symbol of pride not just for Uri,
but for all of rural Kashmir. Over the fol-
lowing days, thousands came — friends,
neighbours, media, officials — to offer
congratulations. Amid the celebration,
Azhar remained the same soft-spoken,
humble young man who once carried his
towel and bedding to school.

The LargerMessage — Patience Over
Privilege

Raja Azhar Asif’s journey is more than
a story of one boy’s success. It is a mirror
held up to India’s hinterland — to every
child studying under a lantern, every
dreamer who believes that coaching,
money, or city life are prerequisites for
achievement.

His life proves that patience can out-
shine privilege, and self-study can rival
thebest coachinginstitutes. Itisaremind-
er that brilliance is not the monopoly of
metros, but the birthright of every mind
that dares to believe.

In a nation often obsessed with ranks
and resources, Azhar’s success redefines
aspiration. It tells us that greatness is not
about where you study, but how you per-
sist.Itisaboutdignity in struggle, gracein
patience, and faith in timing.

From a small border village to the
nation’slist ofachievers, Azhar Asif’s jour-
ney is not just personal — it is national. It
reaffirms that the spirit of India still rises
strongest from its remotest corners.

For us, he remains the same humble,
soft-spoken boy.

For the nation, he stands as a symbol
of what rural perseverance can achieve.

For Kashmir, he will forever be remem-
bered as the boy who turned dreams into
destiny.

The writer is a freelance

columnist based in Baramulla, Raja
Abid is a journalist and brother of the
UPSC achiever

Job crisis: India’s IT sector faces a wave of layoffs

m DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

The growing influence of artificial intelligence is
bringing profound structural changes to India's infor-
mation technology industry, but is the country's
workforce prepared?

The recent layoffs in India's IT sector are an inev-
itable reality of the age of artificial intelligence-
driven automation. This is not just a job crisis, but a
process of rebalancing skills and technology. The
government, industry, and educational institutions
should jointly launch a national retraining campaign
to provide millions of professionals with new tech-
nological orientation. In the future, only those nations
will thrive that train their youth not as "digital
workers" but as "tech innovators." Change is inevi-
table, but with prudence and vision, this change can
become a strength for India.

India's information technology (IT) sector has long
been a key pillar of the country's economic growth. It
is not only the largest source of service exports but
also provides high-paying employment to millions of
educated youth. However, in recent years, it has been
experiencing a profound upheaval. Tata Consultancy
Services' (TCS) planned cut of approximately 20,000
jobs in 2024-25 has shaken the entire industry. This
isnot just a single company's administrative decision,
but a sign of a broader structural transformation
underway in the Indian IT sector.

This change is being driven by the rapid expansion
of artificial intelligence (Al), machine learning, and
automated systems. Tasks that once required hundreds
of employees are now being accomplished in minutes
by automated technology. Tasks like software develop-
ment, testing, and customer service are now being
performed more efficiently by "agentive Al" systems.
This hasincreased company productivity butreduced
the need for human labor—and this is the primary
reason for these silent layoffs.

Companies like TCS, Infosys, Wipro, and Cognizant
are now moving away from the old "outsourcing”
model and toward a "value-based digital services"
model. This shift is directly impacting middle-level

employees, whose skills are limited to traditional
technologies. They are unable to adapt to new Al-based
systems. This skill mismatch is the root cause of this
crisis.

Al-based tools have rendered middle management
and support roles in the software industry virtually
irrelevant. Where large teams were once required for
"ERP management" or "system maintenance,” these
tasks are now handled by a few programs and cloud
automation systems. For companies, this is a cost-
cuttingtool, but for millions of employees, it has become
a source of insecurity.

This trend isn't limited to India. Technology indus-
tries in the US and Europe are also undergoing sig-
nificant changes due to budget cuts and trade protec-
tionism. Foreign clients now seek technology-based
solutions rather than human labor-intensive services.
Furthermore, H-1B visa fee hikes and local hiring
policies in the US have made it difficult for Indian
companies to hire employees abroad. All of this is
forcing companies toreduce their domestic workforce
as well.

India's top five IT companies are projecting approx-
imately 50,000 job losses between 2023 and 2025.
Companies attribute this to "improved work effi-
ciency,” but the reality is that human resources are
being reduced. This is not only an economic challenge
but also a social concern, as the IT sector employs the
country's most educated and organized segment.

Still, this change can't be entirely negative. Every
technological revolution brings with it opportunities.
Artificial intelligence has opened up new fields—such
asdatascience, cloud engineering, cybersecurity, and
Al model building. The question isn't that jobs are
disappearing, but that old skills are becomingirrelevant
and new skills are becoming increasingly in demand.

Now there is a need for the government, industry
and education sector to make coordinated efforts
together.

First, a nationwide "digital retraining campaign”
must be launched. TCS itself has provided basic Al
training to 550,000 employees and enrolled 100,000
in advanced training. If this model is replicated in
other companies and government schemes, a large
number of professionals could be reskilled.

Secondly, technical education institutions must
fundamentally change their curriculum. No longer
just programming or networking, but topics like Al
ethics, product thinking, data analytics, and creative
problem-solving must be part of education. By incor-
porating these subjects under the New Education
Policy (NEP), youth can be prepared for the technolo-
gies of the future.

Third, social security structures must be strength-
ened. Employees facing layoffs should be provided
with severance packages, retraining subsidies, and
mental health support. Most private sector employees
in India are outside any formal protection system.

Therefore, the government should launch initiatives
suchasthe “Digital Employment Security Fund” or the
“Techno-Employee Insurance Scheme.”

Fourth, large-scale skill training centers should be
established through a public-private partnership (PPP)
model. Ed-tech companies, NASSCOM, and state gov-
ernments should jointly launch regional training
missions to teach new skills to unemployed technical
professionals.

Fifth, innovation and the start-up culture must be
further encouraged. Promoting Al-based product
development and deep-tech entrepreneurship can
create new jobs. The government should better coor-
dinate the "Start-up India" and "Digital India" initiatives.
If India can transform its youth into "job creators"”
rather than"job seekers," this crisis can be turned into
an opportunity.

Additionally, companies mustinject sensitivity into
their human resources policies. Practices like "silent
layoffs" or "forced terminations” undermine employ-
ee morale. Technological advancement is meaningful
only when it maintains a balance with human values.

India currently has a unique opportunity. We have
the world's largest young technical workforce. If this
workforceis trained with theright direction and skills,
India will not only remain a hub for IT services but can
also play a leading role in the global era of artificial
intelligence. To this end, a long-term "National Digital
Skills Mission 2030" should be outlined.

Events like the TCS layoffs remind us that sustain-
ability in the technological age is only possible through
continuous learning and adaptation. In the coming
decade, only those companies that value human
skills—such asjudgment, creativity, and ethical think-
ing—in addition to technical proficiency will succeed.

India’'s IT sector has built its global reputation on
quality, innovation, and trust. This trust can only be
maintained if the industry views its employees as
partners, not just "resources.” It's time for the govern-
ment to formulate a"Technology Employment Policy”
that balances both innovation and security.

Technological revolutions always present societies
with two choices—either to evolve with them or be
crushed under them. It's time for India to adapt to this
change. If the country can handle this challenge with
visionand policy coordination, this period of retrench-
ment can become a new opportunity for the future.

The author is a Research Scholar in Political
Science, Poet, freelance journalist and columnist,
Ubba Bhawan, Aryanagar, Hisar
(Haryana)-127045
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m SHAHNAZ HUSSAIN

Whodoesn'twanttolooklike abronzed
goddess at their wedding?

Weddings during the Indian winter feel
extra special - it is cool and fresh, royal
colours and beautiful light, which is ideal
for taking some amazing pictures.

Winter weddings bringamagicalcharm
with cosy vibes and stunning bridallooks.
The crisp air, the cosy ambience, and the
warm, rich colour palettes make for pic-
ture-perfect ceremonies.

However, along with the glamour of
winter also comes the difficulty of main-
taining the health of your skin and make-
up just as vividly as a long ceremony goes
on. As a bride-to-be or guest at a winter
wedding, it is important to create the
ideal look of winter wedding makeup.

Hennaand Indianwedding haveavery
deep connection since ancient times in
Indian civilisations

The beautiful design of Henna and its
dark colours holds special significance for
every Indian Bride to be .Every girls finds
areason to adorn her hands with henna.

Every bride wants bridal mehndi tolook
rich in colour .Mehendi also symbolizes
the illustration of fertility.

As far as the designs are concerned,
thereisimmense variety. Finelines, floral,
paisley and highly intricate designs are
done, with greatdetail. The artistryis such
that it can only be admired. Sometimes,

Winter Wedding

e

no designs are followed and the paste is
applied to cover the entire hand. During
weddings, womeninIndia cover the palms,
forearms, feet and even the lower part of
the legs with intricate henna designs.
Today, a salon make-over for brides is
the order of the day. Salons offer top-to-toe
grooming, skin and hair care, and even
treatments for specific skin and hair prob-
lems. Some of these are recommended
wellinadvance of the weddingday.. Apart
from facials, other skinand hair treatments

are also available in the salons which are
recommended by the therapist, or may be
requested. Among these are treatments
for acne, scars [ blemishes, pigmentation,
open pores, hair loss, dandruff, damaged
hair, dark circles, etc. These should be
started well in advance and may carry on
till a day or two before the wedding.

If there is an acne condition or blem-
ishes, or a hair problem, the treatments
are taken in advance, depending on the
problem. Acne treatments, for example,

should be taken at least 6 to 8 weeks in
advance. salon therapists may alsorecom-
mend specific treatments, depending on
the problem. Forinstance, ifthere are acne
scars, the facial treatments may include
Veg Peel for removal of scars and blem-
ishes. Hair treatments for dandruff, hair
loss, hairrevitalizing treatments for dam-
aged or frizzy hair may also be taken in
advance. The number of sessions will be
according to problem.

Veg Peel is a powerful treatment for

texturising the skin, making it clear, smooth
and free fromblemishes. It helps torestore
health and beauty to the skin. It is espe-
cially good for minimizing scars and blem-
ishes, as is common in problems like acne
and pigmentation. Veg Peel treatments are
usually given once a week, along with
treatment to be followed at home. That is
why they need tobe taken wellinadvance.
The total time taken depends on the extent
of scarring. Oily Skin [ Acne: An oily skin,
with problems like blackheads and open
pores, also needs salon clean-ups and
treatment. The treatment involves deep
pore cleansing, exfoliation, removal of
blackheads, toning and improving skin
texture. Specialised masks are used to
reduce the oiliness of the skin and close
the pores. The therapist will advise the
time taken and kind of treatment. The
treatment needs to be based on a highly
effective and clinically proven procedure.
It helps to decongest and purify the skin,
curing and soothing eruptions. The for-
mulations used in the treatment have
powerful healing properties and have a
high success rate in controlling acne con-
ditions and restoring health to the skin.

Some Salons also offer bridal packages.
The entire programme can even spread
overtwodays. The bridal package include
a choice of Facials from premium facials
like Telomere, Platinum, Plant Stem Cells,
Diamond, Gold or Pearl Facials, as well as
Body Polish, Full Body Waxing, Deluxe
Manicure and Pedicure or Paraffin Mani-
cureand Pedicure, Foot Spa, Hair Spa Treat-
ments, etc. This may be spread over sev-
eral days or just two days, depending on
the package and on individual needs.

The author is internationally famous
beauty expert and is called the herbal
queen of India

HE SCIENCE OF MORNING

WALKS IN WINTERS

m  SURINDERPAL SINGH

The Morning walks are widely recog-
nized as one of the most accessible and
beneficial forms of exercise that requires
verylittleornoaccessories. However,engag-
ing in this activity during winter and
extremely cold weatherintroducesaunique
interplay of physiological adaptations,
potential risks and nutritional needs.

Regular physical activity, particularly
walking, contributes significantly to car-
diovascular health, musculoskeletalfitness,
mental well-beingand metabolicregulation.
Intemperate and tropical countries, winter
mornings providearefreshingenvironment
that enhances exercise performance and
psychological rejuvenation. Yet, exposure
to extreme cold can also induce physiolog-
icalstress, respiratorystrainand cardiovas-
cular risk, particularly in older adults or
individualswithchronicconditions. Under-
standing the balance between benefitand
riskis essential for safe and effective winter
exercise practices.

PHYSIOLOGICAL IMPACT OF COLD
WEATHER ON THE HUMAN BODY

Exposure to cold triggers several ther-
moregulatory mechanisms:

Vasoconstriction:

Blood vessels narrow to conserve core
body heat, reducing blood flow to extrem-
ities.

Shivering thermogenesis:

Involuntary muscle contractions gener-
ate heat but also increase oxygen demand
and heart rate.

Increased cardiac workload:

Cold exposure elevates sympathetic
nervous activity, potentially leading to
hypertension and cardiac stress.

Respiratory challenges:

Cold,dryaircanirritateairways, provoke
bronchospasm and exacerbate asthma or
COPD.

HEALTHBENEFITSOFMORNINGWALKS
INWINTERS

Despite the number of challenges,
numerous studies support the health-
promoting effects of moderate exercise in
cold weather:

Enhanced metabolism:

®© 00 ©

Cold exposure combined with aerobic
activity increases caloric expenditure
throughactivation ofbrownadiposetissue
(BAT).Improved cardiovascularendurance;
Regularbrisk walking strengthens cardiac
muscle and improves lipid profiles.

Mental well-being:

Morning light exposure during winter
aidsintheregulation of circadian rhythms
and alleviates Seasonal Affective Disorder
(SAD).

Immune resilience:

Moderate cold-weather exercise enhanc-
es immune cell circulation, improving
defense against infections.

HEALTH RISKS AND CONTRAINDICA-
TIONS

While beneficial, morning walks in
extremely cold weather can pose notable
risks:

1. Hypothermia:

Prolonged exposure to subzero tem-
peratures may lead to core body cooling
below 35°C.

2. Frostbite:

Exposed skin, especially onfingers, toes,
ears and nose, is susceptible to freezing
injury.

3. Cardiac strain:

Individualswith coronaryarterydisease
orhypertensionareathigherriskofangina
or myocardial infarction.

4, Respiratory discomfort:

Coldairinhalationcantrigger coughing,
wheezing or bronchospasm.

5.Falls and injuries:

Ice,dew or frost on pavements increase
the risk of slipping, particularly among
elderly walkers.

ESSENTIAL PRECAUTIONS

To mitigate risks, the following scien-
tificallyrecommended precautions should
be observed:

Gradual Warm-Up:

Oneshould gethimself/herselfengaged
in5-10minutes ofindoor stretchingor light
activity before stepping outdoors.

Layered Clothing:

Wearing multiple thin layers—prefer-
ably moisture-wickinginnerlayers, insulat-
ing mid-layers and windproof outerwear
is desirable for safe morning walks.

Protect Extremities:

One should try to wear proper safety
gear that includes gloves, thermal socks
andacap orear-coveringtohave protection
from frostbite.

Face Protection:

Ascarformaskoverthe noseand mouth
helps warm inhaled air.

Timing Adjustment:

Prefer walking after sunrise when tem-
peratures rise slightly.

Hydration:

Cold air is dehydrating; drink water
before and after the walk.

Avoid Overexertion:

Maintain a moderate pace and shorten
duration in extreme conditions.

DIETPLANSBEFOREAND AFTERMORN-
ING WALKS

Before the Walk (30-45 minutes prior):

A cup of lukewarm water or herbal tea
with honey and lemon.

A banana, oatmeal porridge or soaked
nuts.

Avoid heavy, greasy foods.

After the Walk:

Warm fluids such as milk, green tea, or
soup.

Proteinsources: eggs, pulses, or sprouts.

Complex carbohydrates: whole-grain
toast or porridge.

Vitamin C-rich fruits: oranges or amla.

THE ROLE OF HEALTH CHECK-UPS

Before initiating a new walking routine
inwinter—especially forindividuals above
40years or those with chronicillnesses—a
medical evaluation is essential. Recom-
mended assessments include blood pres-
sure, ECG, lipid and glucose profile and
respiratory testing.

PROS AND CONS OF MORNING WALKS
INWINTER

PROS:

Boosts metabolism and immunity

Improves mood and reduces winter
depression

Enhances cardiovascular endurance

Promotes discipline and routine

CONS:

Risk of hypothermia and frostbite

Cold-induced bronchospasm

Higher cardiac strain

Increased fall risk

The Morning walks in winter exem-
plify the harmony between nature and
human physiology whenapproached with
prudenceand preparation. Theyinvigorate
the body, uplift the mind, and strengthen
immunity. Yet, extreme cold demands
respect—ignorance of physiological limits
can convert health-seeking behavior into
medical hazard. Withappropriate clothing,
nutrition, hydrationand medical vigilance,
the winter morning walk remains one of
the mosteffective, low-cost,and sustainable
practices for holistic well-being.

The author is a Faculty in
Science Department in Sri Amritsar
Sahib Pubjab

Study Finds No Link Between
Diet, Urinary pH, and UTIs

APILOT study has found no significantlink
between natural dietary intake of d-mannose
or urinary acidity and the risk of recurrent
urinary tract infections (RUTIs) among post-
menopausal women, challenging assumptions
about how diet might help prevent these
common infections.

Researchers recruited 57 women aged 64
to 75 who had a history of RUTIs to explore
whether dietary factors, including d-mannose
consumption, and urinary pH levels might
influence infectionrisk. The participants used
urinalysis reagent strips four times a day over
three days to measure urinary pH, while
keeping detailed food diaries over the same
period. Based on their urinary acidity, the
women were divided into two groups: those
with urine pH predominantly below 6 (more
acidic)and those with pH predominantly above
6 (less acidic).

No Clear Dietary Differences Found in
UTI-Prone Women

Analysis ofthe participants’ dietsrevealed
nostatistically significant difference in D-man-
nose intake between the two groups. D-man-
nose, a simple sugar found in some fruits and
marketed as asupplement for UTI prevention,
did not vary meaningfully with urinary pH.
Similarly, other nutrient intakes showed no
major distinctions tied to urine acidity.

However, foods containing D-mannose
were found to be more nutrient-dense overall.

Compared with non-D-mannose-containing
foods, they had significantly higher amounts
of protein, carbohydrates, fat, calcium, iron,
and water (all p < 0.01). Small differences in
fibre, sugar, and sodium intake were also
noted between groups, though these were not
considered clinically significant.

Interestingly, the study found that while
naturally occurring d-mannose was present
in participants’ diets, the quantities were
generally lower than those found in com-
mercial supplements. In a few cases, dietary
intake approached supplemental doses, but
this was the exception rather than the rule.

Next Steps in UTI Research

The authors caution that this was a small,
single-institution study and emphasise that
larger, controlled trials are needed to deter-
mine whether D-mannose supplementation
or urinary acidity truly influence RUTI recur-
rence. For now, the findings suggest that,
among postmenopausal women with prior
UTIs, typical dietary patterns do not appear
to provide sufficient D-mannose to mimic the
effects of supplementation, ortoaffect urinary
pH enough to alter infection risk.

Reference

Chavez]Metal. Comparison of D-mannose
in foods with urine pH in post-menopausal
womenwithrecurrent urinary tractinfections.
Urology. 2025.
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Senior Sportsman of Kreeri area
Syed Hilal Bukhari laid to rest
in Muradabad Kreeri

B AASHIQ HUSSAIN

KREERI, NOV 12: Renowned
Sportsperson Syed Hilal Bukhariwho
died Wednesday Evening was laid to
rest at his ancestral graveyard in
Muradabad Kreeri

His funeral prayers were held at
Kreeri in which A large number of
people from different organizations
attended the funeral prayersand paid
a rich tribute to his services in the
field of Sports

Prominent among thosein atten-
dance were MLAWagooraKreeri Adv
Irfan Hafiz Lone,Former BDC Wag-
oora GM Sofi,JKTF Spokesperson Javid
Ahmad Bhat,Senior NC Leader Mohd
Yaqoob Wani,poets of various areas
;members of Traders association
Kreeriand Civil Society Kreeri ,Pres-
ident General Category welfare forum
Syed Shameemahmad,immam Jamia
Khankah Muradiya Mufti Shareef ul
haq Bukhari.

Syed Hilal Bukhari first National
football player from Kreeri area was
bornintoaEducated family of Murad-
abad Kreeri

Senior National conference leader
Mohammad Yaqoob Wani has
expressed deep anguish over the sad
demise of a renowned sportsperson
of Kreeri area Syed hilal alias Hilal
Soub.

JKTF UT Spokesperson Javid
AhmadBhat condoled the sad demise
Syed Hilal Bukhari

Inacondolence message Javid Bhat

epressed shockand griefover the sad
demise brother of Syed Farooq
BukhariBhat prayed for eternal peace
to the departed soul and courage to
the berieved family to bear this loss

JK Teachers Forum Mourns the
Sad Demise of Syed Hilal Ahmad
Bukhari of Kreeri Baramulla Gen.
Secretary Tahir Sofi Expresses Solidar-
ity with the Bereaved Family

In a condolence statement issued
here, General Secretary of Jammu
and Kashmir Teachers Forum Mr.
Tahir Ahmad Sofi, has expressed deep
shockand heartfelt grief over the sad
demise of Syed Hilal Ahmad Bukhari
resident of Kreeri Baramulla and
paternal uncle of former Law Minis-
ter Syed Basharat Bukhariand mater-
nal uncle of Dr Asif Bhukari

Grewal Eye Institute opens eye
hospital in Chandigarh

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

Public Notice Public Notice

My Son's Mothers Name has been wrongly written
on School Records as Amaan Rafiq Rather S/O :- Mohammad
Rafiq Rather Mothers Name:- Fareeda Akhtar While My
Actual Name Is Amaan Rafiq Rather S/O :- Mohammad
Rafiq Rather Mothers Name:- Farida Akhtar.Now I want
to Correct it.

If anyone have any objection with this regard He/
She can contact Principal Mehboob_ul-Aalam Mission
School Paharoo B.K Pora Nowgam Dist:- Budgam within
a period of 7 days, after that no objection shall be
entertained.

It is hereby informed to general public that I Syed Zubair
Ellahi Shah resident of House No 7, Lane-D, Habib Colony,
Baghat, Srinagar, J&K father of Syed IBRAHIM SHAH wants
to change his name in his school records ( Class LKG) from
SYED IBRAHIM SHAH to SYED HASAF SHAH. In future my son
will Known in New Name as SYED HASAF SHAH. In this regard
if anyone has any objection he or she may approach to the
Principal The Kashmir Valley School, Humhama Budgam within
a period seven days from the date of publication of this notice.
After that no objection will be entertained.

Name:Syed Zubair Ellahi Shah

F/O :-SYED HASAF SHAH

R/O House No 7, Lane-D, Habib Colony, Baghat,
Srinagar, J&K

Mob No: 9622797321

Name:-Amaan Rafiq Rather
S/0 :- Mohammad Rafiq Rather
Mothers Name:- Farida Akhtar
D.0.B:-07-05-2017
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UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL
SHAKTI PHE MECHANICAL DIVISION SRINAGAR

e-Mail: xen-phemds@jk.gov.in
EXTENTION NOTICE

Corrigendum (VII) to this office e-NIT NO: JSMDS/e-NIT-16 of 09/2025
Name of Works: Replacement of Damaged 33kV, 3-Phase, 50Hz Outdoor Type ONAN Cooled CT-PT Combined
Metering Unit along with other allied works at WSS Tangnar Stage 2nd

SRINAGAR, NOV 12:
Grewal Eye Institute (GEI)
today announced the
opening of its new eye
hospital in Chandigarh,
inaugurated by Governor
of Punjab & Administrator,
Chandigarh, Gulab Chand
Kataria, who graced the
occasion as chief guest
along with eminent dig-
nitaries and members of
the medical fraternity.

A spokesperson of the
institute said that the
purpose-built for access,
speed and comfort, the
hospital brings advanced
diagnostics, modernoper-
ating theatres, and a full
spectrum of super-spe-
cialty eye services under
oneroof—so that patients
experience easy entry,
quick service, and world-
class outcomes without
multiple hops acrossloca-
tions.

Besides strengthening
GEI's promise of safe, com-

passionate care, the new
facility spotlights a suite
of precision technologies
and patient conveniences:
aZEISS Refractive Suite PR
featuring SMILE® Pro for
minimally invasive laser
vision correction and PRES-
BYOND® for pre-sbyopia
management; PRESBYOND
Laser corrects both near &
distance vision.

Designed for everyday
convenience, the hospital
offers ample on-site park-
ing with a dedicated drop-
off bay, barrier-free and
wheelchair-friendly access
(wide corridors, ramps and
elevators) and a well-con-
nected location with con-
venientapproachroadsand
public-transport proximity.
The result is shorter wait
times, coordinated diag-
nostics,and more face time
with doctors.

“Atour new hospitalin
Medicity, we’'ve engi-
neered eye care for clarity
atevery step—fromample
parking and barrier-free

access tomodular OTs and
precision refractive tech-
nology. With ZEISS
SMILE® Pro and PRESBY-
OND®, disciplined proto-
cols, and a trained team,
we deliver safer surgery,
faster recovery, and con-
sistently better vision out-
comes for NorthIndia,” said
Dr. S.P.S. Grewal, Founder,
Grewal Eye Institute.

“This facility is built
around time and trust:
quick registrations, coor-
dinated diagnostics, and
aone-stop optical & phar-
macy ensure patients
spend more time with
doctors and less time
waiting. Our mission is
simple—make world-class
eye care easy to reach,
easy to experience, and
dependable for every fam-
ily we serve,” added Dr.
Sartaj Grewal, Medical
Director, Grewal Eye Insti-
tute.

The Grewal Eye Hospital
inMedicity will offer com-
prehensive servicesinclud-

ing Cataract (including
premium IOLs), Cornea &
Ocular Surface, Retina &
Vitreous, Glaucoma, Paedi-
atric Ophthalmology &
Squint, Oculoplasty, Uvea,
Neuro-ophthalmology,and
Emergency Eye Care.

Under the leadership
of Dr. S.P.S. Grewal— a
nationally respected cata-
ract and refractive sur-
geon with decades of sur-
gical experience, medical
teaching, and clinical
innovation—GEI continues
its commitment to evi-
dence-based protocols,
continuous team training,
and next-generation tech-
nology adoption to
improve safety and visual
outcomes.

Alongside the new
facility, GEI will continue
todeepen its community-
focused initiatives and
patient education efforts,
reinforcingitslong-stand-
ing vision of accessible,
high-quality eye care for
the region.

OBITUARY
Mohiuddin Sheikh

Passes Away

Mohiuddin Sheikh, son of Muhammad Sheikh,
arespected resident of Pamposh Colony, Noorbagh,
Srinagar, passed away on November 7, 2025, follow-

ingasudden cardiacarrest.
The deceased was serv-
ing in the Indian Armed
Forces (civil) at the 92 Base
Hospital, BadamiBagh, Sri-
nagar, where he was known
for his dedication, humility;,
and exemplary service.The
decreased carried out his
duties with utmostrespon-
sibility and kindness.
Mohiuddin Sheikh’s

A
V‘W‘

untimely demise has left his family, friends, and

community in deep grief.
Funeral prayers were offered

at his ancestral

locality in Pamposh Colony, Noorbagh, and was laid

torest.

May Almighty Allah grant the departed soul
eternal peace and give strength to the bereaved
family to bear this irreparable loss. (Inna Lillahi wa

Inna Ilayhi Raji'un)
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Public Notice

Phone No. 7006307291.

duplicate R.C.

I, Ab. Raseed Gandoo, S/o Gh. Qadir Gandoo, R/o Khanabal
Nandpora, have lost the Registration Certificate (R.C.) of
my vehicle bearing Registration No. JKO3D 2612.

If found by anyone, please contact the undersigned at

Necessary action may kindly be taken for issuance of

Ab. Raseed Gandoo
R/o Khanabal Nandpora
Ph: 7006307291

Public Notice

Correct it.

My Son's Mothers Name has been wrongly written on
School Records as Murtaza Ahmad Rather S/O :- Mohammad
Rafiq Rather Mothers Name:- Fareeda Akhtar While My
Actual Name Is Murtaza Ahmad Rather S/O :- Mohammad
Rafiq Rather Mothers Name:- Farida Akhtar.Now I want to

If anyone have any objection with this regard He/She can
contact Principal Mehboob_ul-Aalam Mission School Paharoo
B.K Pora Nowgam Dist:- Budgam within a period of 7 days,
after that no objection shall be entertained.

Name:-Murtaza Ahmad Rather
S/0 :- Mohammad Rafiq Rather
Mothers Name:- Farida Akhtar.

D.0.B:-18-03-2020

Due to no response, the critical dates extended as below.

01. Bid down load end date 20-11-2025 up to 4:00 PM
02. Bid Submission end date 20-11-2025 up to 4:00 PM
03. Date and time of opening of bids 21-11-2025 at 2:00 PM

No: JSMDS/CC/3219-22 | Dated: 11/11/2025

DIPK: 8019/25 | Dated: 8019/25

Rest all the terms and conditions shall remain the same as laid down in the e-NIT No. referred to above

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti PHE Mechanical Division, Srinagar

below mentioned work:

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
MECHANICAL& HOSPITAL DIVISION SRINAGAR

(Erstwhile Mechanical Hospital & Central Heating Division Srinagar)
Contact No: 0194-2496089, Email Id: exen-mechospsgr@jk.gov.in

GIST of e-tender
e-NIT No: M&HDS/TS /2025-26/95/e-tendering, |

(Short Term)
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders are invited
registered/reputed/experienced firms with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the

Dated: 11-11-2025

in two cover system on percentage basis from

t of
[Est. Cost %0];02
Name of Work (In lacs) (In ’ Time of AA Accorded TS No Earnest
completion Vide No: Money [Position of Funds
rupees)
SITC of Diesel Flow Meters in 73 GDC of
ithe Boiler House of Govt Dental 2025, Dated:-
College/Hospital Srinagar ?{i—f(;f;ig? M&HD/ Available with
Rs2.74/- | 100 10 days GDC/Plan/2.02 TS/75, Dated:-| 2% of the intending
estimated
5/8177-78. 11/2025 Department
cost
Dated:-16-10-
2025

schedule given below:-

The bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Govt. website www.jktenders.gov.inas per

1. Publish date 11-11-2025 (17:00 hrs)
2. Period of downloading of bidding document 11-11-2025 (17:00 hrs)
3. Bid submission start date 11-11-2025 (18:00 hrs)
4. Bid submission end date 24-11-2025 (13:00 hrs)
S. Date and time of opening of bids 24-11-2025 (15:00 hrs)

No: M&HDS/TS/5919-24 | Dated:11.11.2025

DIPK: 8005/25 | Dated: 12-11-2025

Sd/- Executive Engineer, M&HD, Srinagar

GOVERNMENT DENTAL COLLEGE & HOSPITAL,
SHIREEN BAGH, SRINAGAR,
EMAIL ADDRESS: gdcsrinagar@gmail.com

Subject: Cancellation of Advertisement Notice.

No: GDC/Estt/File-54/e-fle-6/2021-02/9194-9209 |

DIPK: 8044/25 | Dated: 12-11-2025

PHONE NO: 0194 - 2504701, 0194 — 2504702.
FAX NO: 0194 -

NOTICE
The Advertisement Notice issued vide No. GDC/Estt/File-54/e file-6/2021-02/8961-75 dated: 04-11-2025 for the
engagement of tenure post of Registrar in the Department of Orthodontics is hereby in abeyance.
Dated: 12-11-2025

2504703.

Sd/- [Prof. (Dr.) Sandeep Kaur Bali].
Principal/Dean,
Govt. Dental College & Hospital, Srinagar
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Rana orders strict action against illegal

units operatin

m HTNEWS DESK / DIPR

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 12: Min-
ister for Forests, Ecology & Environ-
ment, Javed Ahmed Rana today
directed senior functionaries of the
department to initiate stringent
actionagainstallillegally operating
Stone Crusher Units, Hot Mix Plants
and Batching Plants within the
Jammu Forest Division.

The Ministerissued these direc-
tions while chairing a high-level
review meeting at Civil Secretariat,
convened to assess the functioning
and compliance status of such in-
dustrial units operatinginand around
forest areas.

During the meeting, Rana em-
phasized thatnoillegal or environ-
mentally non-compliant activity
would be tolerated, instructing
officers to take action under all
relevant legal provisions against
any units found violating forest or
environmental regulations.

He stressed that these directions

must translate intovisible on-ground
outcomes, directing the field func-
tionaries toadopta proactive, result-
oriented approach.

The Minister further directed
officials to undertake a compre-
hensive verification of pollution
controlmeasures being implement-
ed by each operational unit.

He underscored the need to
minimize ecological impact through
strict adherence to environmental
protection norms and sustainable
operational practices.

measures.

He emphasized the need to pre-

Rana called for the submission
of detailed inspection and monitor-
ing reports from all forest circles,
highlighting that regular field in-
spectionsand timely reporting are
essential for effective enforcement.

Expressing concernover reports
of unauthorized excavation, land
levelling, residue deposition and
waste dumping within forestareas,
the Ministerinstructed the depart-
ment to take immediate corrective

g in foret areas

vent damage to natural vegetation
and ensure complete compliance
with forestand environmental pro-
tection laws.

The Minister also underscored
theimportance of institutional co-
ordinationand synergy among the
Forest Territorial Wing, Pollution

e Control Board and Forest Protection

Wing.He added thatarobustinter-
departmental coordination frame-
work is crucial for effective moni-
toring, promptresponse, and efficient
enforcement against environmen-
tal violations.

Reiterating Omar Abdullah Gov-
ernment’s commitment to sustain-
ableandresponsible development,
Ranastated thatindustrial operations
must conform to the principles of
ecological preservationand prudent
resource utilization.

He assured that the Forest De-
partment will continue to strength-
en monitoring mechanisms to
safeguard the region’s rich envi-
ronmental heritage.

Pulwama Admin strengthens
action against lllegal Mining
in District
m HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

PULWAMA, NOVEMBER 12: On the directions of
the Deputy Commissioner Pulwama, Dr. Basharat
Qayoom, the Geology and Mining Department Pul-
wama intensified its enforcement drive to curb il-
legal mining and unauthorized mineral transporta-
tion in the district.

During the past two days, enforcement teams
headed by District Mineral Officer, Pulwama, Dr.
Mohammad Saleem have seized eight vehicles in-
volved in unlawful extraction and movement of
minerals, and a penalty of Rs.1.34 lakh has been
imposed on the offenders.

To ensure continuous surveillance and strict
monitoring at vulnerable locations, the Deputy Com-
missioner has directed the department to maintain
a daily enforcement roster and keep close liaison
with the Revenue and Police Departments for com-
bined and concerted efforts against illegal mining.

Moreover, over 20 ramps connected to the Jhelum
and Rambiara rivers have been dismantled over the
last three days to prevent illegal extraction and trans-
portation of mineral material.

The department has instructed all tipper and
dumper operators to transport minerals strictly against
valid e-challans and permits, warning that any vio-
lation will attract strictlegal action under the relevant
mining laws.

The department has also urged the general pub-
lic to cooperate with the administration and report
any illegal mining activities to the concerned au-
thorities, emphasising the collective responsibility
to safeguard the district’s natural resources

DC Udhampur reviews implementation of financial
inclusion and social security schemes

m HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

UDHAMPUR, NOVEMBER 12: Deputy
Commissioner Udhampur, Saloni Rai, today
convened a meeting of officers from line
departments to review the progress of the
financial inclusion and social security
schemes including PM]DY, PM]]BY, PMSBY,
APY,PM-SYM, J&K Building and other con-
struction workers welfare board schemes,
Old age/widow/disability pensions under
NSAP and ISSS and the State Marriage As-
sistance Scheme. The meeting was at-
tended by Additional District Development
Commissioner, Jugal Kishore, PO Poshan,
SubashDogra, GM DIC, Kishore Singh Katoch,
Assistant Commissioner Development,Om
Parkash and other district officers.

During the meeting, the DC took a com-
prehensive review of the registration sta-
tusand coverage achieved under the finan-

cial inclusion and social security schemes
in the district. She emphasized the impor-
tance of ensuring that all eligible benefi-
ciaries are covered under these schemes
to provide them with the necessary finan-
cial protection and social support.

The DCdirected the concerned depart-
mentstointensify awareness and registra-
tion drives, ensuring that more eligible
citizens are enrolled under these welfare
schemes. She alsoinstructed the concerned
officers to sensitize the public to enroll
under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana,
aiming for 100 percent saturation.

Highlighting the significance of these
initiatives, the DC stressed that the timely
and effective implementation of social secu-
rity schemesis essential forinclusive growth
and financialempowermentof citizensacross
the district. ACD was directed to organize
gram Sabhas in the district.

Div Com Jammu reviews progress of
development works being executed
by Shri Shiv Khori Shrine Board

m HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

REASI, NOVEMBER 12: Divisional
Commissioner Jammu and Chairman of
Shri Shiv Khori Shrine Board (SSKSB),
Ramesh Kumar on Wednesday con-
ducted an extensive review of the ongo-
ing development works being executed
by the Shiv Khori Shrine Board in Ran-
S00

He also visited Katra and conducted
site inspection of development projects
there.

Deputy Commissioner Reasi Nidhi
Malik, CEO Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board, Sachin Kumar, SSP Reasi Param-
vir Singh, besides senior officers from
BRO, PWD, Tourism, Health attended
the meeting.

Commencing the tour from Katra, the
Divisional Commissioner inspected the
under-construction helipad at Hutt village
near Katra. He directed the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) to ensure the comple-
tion of the helipad by December 2025,
emphasizing that the approachroad and
retaining wall should also be completed
at the earliest.

The concerned official of BRO was
instructed to submit a weekly progress
report to the Deputy Commissioner
Reasi.

The Divisional Commissioner also
reviewed progress of other ongoing works
including the frisking point, ticket coun-
ter building and car parking facility.

Later, the Divisional Commissioner
chaired areview meeting at the TRC Build-
ing, Ransoo, to assess the progress of
development works undertaken by the
Shri Shiv Khori Shrine Board.

The meeting featured detailed dis-
cussions on key projects such as black-
topping of the Kanda-Ransoo road,
repair and renovation of Gauri Bhawan,
construction of the toilet complex at
the bus stand and improvement works
along the Yatra track including instal-
lation of oversheds and a public address
system.

The Divisional Commissioner laid spe-
cial emphasis on the upgradation of road
infrastructure, directing the PWD to ex-

pedite the blacktopping work for smooth
access to the shrine. The Tourism Depart-
ment was instructed to ensure that pend-
ing works are executed in a time-bound
and fast-track manner.

Regarding healthcare facilities for
the devotees, the Divisional Commis-
sioner directed the Health Department
to ensure the availability of one doctor
at Ransoo and paramedic staff at the
Bhawan, with two ambulances deployed—
one each at Ransoo and on the track,
fully equipped with drivers and neces-
sary facilities.

The Divisional Commissioner also dis-
cussed new proposalsaimed atenhancing
pilgrim amenities and the overall shrine
infrastructure. He directed the Executive
Officer, SSKSB, to review the progress of
works monthly and submit reports to his
office, while the Tehsildar shallinspect the
works one every 15 days to monitor on-
ground progress.

During his visit to the Yatra track, the
Divisional Commissioner inspected var-
ious points and instructed for additional
benches near the viewpoint and bathing
ghat, along with the installation of more
garbage bins to maintain cleanliness along
the route.

The Divisional Commissioner reiter-
ated the commitment of the administra-
tion to develop Shri Shiv Khori Shrine
as amajor spiritual and tourist destina-
tion, ensuring improved facilities and
a better pilgrimage experience for
devotees.

DDC Poonch convenes public grievances redressal camp at Border Block Balakote

Listens to public demands, assures early redressal, awareness on government welfare schemes

m HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

POONCH, NOVEMBER 12:
District Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Poonch, Ashok Ku-
mar Sharma today held a Public
Grievances Redressal Camp at
the border block Balakote to lis-
ten to the issues and demands
of the residents of the area.

At the outset, SDM Mendhar,
Imran Kataria, extended awarm
welcome to the DDC and locals
and public representatives, in-
cluding Ex-Sarpanchs and prom-
inent citizens from adjoining
areas. He expressed gratitude to
the DDC for reaching out to the
locals and listening to their con-
cerns.

During the public outreach
programme, a large number of
locals protected several key is-
sues and demands, seeking ad-
equate staff in local schools,
deployment of Animal and Sheep
Husbandry doctors, completion
of JJM lift water schemes, im-
provement in mobile network
connectivity, construction of

bunkers, installation of an X-ray
machine at Dargloon, construc-
tion of a Tehsil Office Building
at Dhargloon, provision of pub-
lic bathrooms and CSC centres,
issuance of job cards and renova-
tion of local roads.

Residents also demanded
promotion of high density apple
plantation and other horticulture
projects in the block

They sought the construction
of new and improvement of ex-
isting roads, including Bhrooti-
Basooni Road, Ziarat-Chapper
DharaRoad, Basooni Village Road
and Basooni Base-Pir Gali Road,
among others.

The DDC gave a patient hear-
ingtoall grievances and assured
that genuine demands will be
addressed on priority. He di-
rected the concerned officers to
take immediate action toresolve
pressing public issues.

While addressing the gather-
ing, the DDCurged people to avail
the benefits of the government
schemes, particularly in the ag-
riculture, horticulture and bank-

ing sectors. He encouraged farm-
ers to adopt mushroom cultiva-
tion, peanut farming and estab-

o PYT. DHARAT/ 2
i BLOCK BALAKOTE
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lishlocal produce-based process-
ing units by availing the govern-
ment subsidy support. He further

encouraged them toinstall solar
Panels under PM Surya Bijli Ghar
scheme and other renewable
energy initiatives.

The DDC further directed the
stakeholder departments to in-
tensify awareness campaigns to
promote government schemes
so that maximum number of
people can benefit from welfare
initiatives. He also made a strong
appeal to parents to keep aclose
watch on their children and pro-
tect them from the menace of
drug abuse, while encouraging
youth to focus on education and
career development instead.

On the occasion, the Lead
District Manager (LDM) sensitized
the public about the banking
schemes and urged them to take
advantage of financial inclusion
and credit-linked subsidy pro-
grammes.

SEPWD, Rakesh Sharma, DFO,
Mushtaq Ahmed, Tehsildar Bal-
akote, Shahid Igbal, executive
engineers besides other district
and sectoral officers were also
present.

Block Diwas held at Kalakote to redress public grievances and enhance service delivery
DDC Ragjouri listens to people's issues, directs for prompt redressal

m HTNEWS DESK / DIPR

e

RAJOURI, NOVEMBER 12:
As part of the Government’s
ongoing public outreach and
grievanceredressalinitiative,a
Block Diwas programme was
today organized at Dak Bunga-
low Kalakote to address public
grievances and ensure effective
servicedelivery at the grassroots
level.

The event was presided over
by District Development Com-
missioner (DDC) Rajouri, Ab-
hishek Sharma, who interacted
with a large number of people
from adjoining panchayats and
listened to their issues and de-
mands pertaining to various
departments.

®© 00 ©

The public raised several is-
sues including the insurance of
sheep and goats of nomads, sale
of wool, water scarcity, exemp-
tionofelectricity charges during
migration, blacktopping ofroads
(especially HSS to Dali), non-
functional PHE tanker, establish-
ment of handicraft centres,
shortage of teachersin schools,
closure near forestareas, pend-
ing material payments under
MGNREGA, rationalization of
doctors and completion of the
Siot-Kalakote road under PMG-
SY.

After patiently listening to
the grievances, the DDC issued
on-the-spot directions to the
concerned officers for their
early redressal. He directed the

officers to ensure awareness
among nomads regarding live-
stock insurance and to repair
the Batera water supply within

five days. The non-functional
PHE tanker was alsodirected to
be made operational immedi-
ately.

The DDC further instructed
for rationalization of teachers,
health,and veterinary staffacross
the block, and expediting the
completion of the Siot-Kalakote
PMGSY road by or before March
2026.Healsodirected thathand
pumps be made functional before
December 2025 and that black-
topping of roads be completed
before December 2025, with due
communication to the concerned
Lambardars and Chowkidars
before execution.

Emphasizing theimportance
of outcome-based governance,
DDCADbhishekSharmasaid, “Work
is impactful only when it brings
visible change in public life. The
outcome of government schemes
should be tangible and transfor-

mative”.Healsodirected AEEand
JE-level officers toensure regular
field visits for timely monitoring
of works.

He urged the public to avail
benefits of various Central and
UT Government welfare schemes,
including health insurance, life
insurance and other social se-
curity schemes, toimprove their
quality of life. Appreciating the
efforts of the District Adminis-
tration, DDC Member Moughla,
Shamim Akhter, requested the
DDC to conduct similar Block
Diwas programmes in Moughla
and Terayath areas to extend the
outreach further.

Onthe occasion, officers from
various departments including
Social Welfare, Agriculture, Hor-

ticulture, Veterinary, Health,
Rural Development, Power De-
velopment Department (PDD),
PublicHealth Engineering (PHE)
and banking institutions also
conducted awareness activities
toeducate the publicabout gov-
ernment welfare schemes and
services. Among others present
on the occasion were ADCKala-
kote, Tanvir Ahmed; PO ICDS,
Harpal Singh; CPO, Maqgsood
Ahmed; ACD, Auqil Naveed;
DSWO, Abdul Raheem; Executive
Engineers PWD,Zaheer Ahmed,
Executive Engineer PMGSY, Ex-
ecutive Engineer PDD, Abdul
Rasheed and executive Engineer
PHE Sudesh Kumar; CMO, Dr.
Manohar Lal Rana, besides oth-
er district and block officers.
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SC seeks action report from Punjab and Haryana on
stubble burning as Delhi’s air quality worsens

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, NOV 12 : The
Supreme Court on Wednesday
directed the governments of Pun-
jaband Haryanato submitdetailed
reports on the steps taken to curb
stubble burning,amid the continu-
ing deterioration of air quality in
the National Capital Region (NCR).

ABench comprising ChiefJus-
tice ofIndia B.R. Gavaiand Justice
K. Vinod Chandran passed the
order after being informed that
Stage III of the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) had been in-
voked in Delhifollowing alarming
pollution levels.

“Let Punjab and Haryana gov-
ernments respond on steps taken
to control stubble burning,” the
Courtdirected, listing the matter
for further hearing on November
17.

The direction came a day af-
ter post-Diwali pollution levels
sent Delhi’s air quality into the
‘severe’ category, with thick smog
blanketing the city. Despite pre-
vious judicial interventions and
regulatory mechanisms, the
situation continues to worsen
annually.

During the hearing, the Court
took note of media reports alleg-

ing that water tankers were de-
ployed by the Delhi government
to artificially suppress pollution
readingsatair quality monitoring
stations.

The Bench noted that such
reports, if true, were serious and
called for clarification from the
authorities.

The Amicus Curiae informed
the Court that the air quality had
reached hazardous levels, urging

immediate intervention. He also
pointed out discrepancies in the
monitoring process, stating that
several stations had remained
non-functional during Diwali,
thereby undermining the accu-
racy of the Air Quality Index (AQI)
data.

Senior Advocate Gopal Sanka-
ranarayanan, appearing in the
matter, urged theimplementation
of Stage IV of GRAP, citing that the

AQI had crossed 450 in several
areas of Delhi.

He also flagged construction
and excavation work occurring
within the Supreme Court prem-
ises, remarking that such activity
should be halted given the prevail-
ing pollution emergency.

Responding to the concern, CJI
Gavai assured that appropriate
action would be taken regarding
construction activity within the

Court complex. “List on Monday.
We willinform the court staffalso
informally,” the ChiefJustice said.

Last week, the Supreme Court
had sought a status report from
the Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) after it was
informed that most air quality
monitoring stations in Delhi were
non-operational during the Di-
wali period.

According to CAQM data,
Delhi’s AQI stood at 425 at 9 AM
on Tuesday, prompting the Com-
mission to announce a nine-point
emergency plan under Stage III
of GRAP, whichrestricts construc-
tion activities and enhances pol-
lution control measures across
the NCR.

Although the Court had ear-
lier permitted the use of green
crackers during Diwali, medical
experts have since advised res-
idents toleave the city temporar-
ily due to the worsening air qual-
ity.

The matter will now be heard
onNovember 17, when the Punjab
and Haryana governments are
expected todetail the preventive
and remedial measures taken
against stubble burning, a major
contributor to the capital’s an-
nual pollution crisis.UNI

RRAG welcomes IPU resolution
against interim Bangla govt

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, NOV 12 : The Rights and Risks Analysis
Group (RRAG) has welcomed a resolution adopted unan-
imously by the Inter Parliamentary union (IPU) Governing
Council against humanrights violations, acts of intimida-
tion, arbitrary arrest and the lack of due process in pro-
ceedings against six arrested Bangladeshi parliamentar-
ians.

The RRAG is a New Delhi-based rights group. The IPU
Governing Council's 216th session was held in Geneva on
October 23.

RRAG is one of the complainants on the arrest and
detention of former parliamentarians Saber Chowd-
hury, Fazle Karim Chowdhury, Habibe Millat, Asaduz-
zaman Noor, Mosharraf Hossain and Muhammad
Faruk Khan on whose conditions the IPU adopted the
resolution.

More than 100 former parliamentarians, all members
of the Awami League, are currently in detention in Ban-
gladesh, facing multiple ongoing criminal proceedings.
Parliamentarian Nurul Majid Mahmud Humayun died in
custody on September 29, RRAG Director Suhas Chakma
said in a statement issued on Wednesday.

According to Chakma, the IPU stated that on two sep-
arate occasions, the independent trial observer mandated
by the IPU to monitor legal proceedings in these cases was
unable to travel to Bangladesh, as the necessary visas were
not granted on time.

Repeated requests for support in facilitating visa de-
livery for anIPU delegation to travel to Bangladesh remain
unanswered, he said.

"This shows that the interim government of Bangladesh
led by Dr Muhammad Yunus is trying the jailed former
parliamentariansin kangaroo courtsand has gross human
rights violations to hide,” Chakma asserted.

He said the IPU has also expressed its deep concerns

Major terror plot uncovered:
'Doctors planned Republic Day
attack' on Red Fort

m ATUL KRISHAN

NEW DELHI, NOV 12 : Top sources have revealed
that doctors Muzammil and Umar had conducted
Recee of the Red Fort as part of a major terror plot.
The module planned to target the Red Fort on Janu-
ary 26 (Republic Day) and was also planning an attack
at a crowded place during Diwali.

"We have uncovered that he, along with the al-
leged suicide bomber Doctor Umar, conducted arecee
of the Red Fort in the first week of January. This
critical information was retrieved from the dump
data of Doctor Muzammil's phone," said the source.

The revelations came as security agencies made
significant breakthroughs in the "Doctor Terror Mod-
ule" case, with fifteenindividuals arrested and three
detained in connection with the explosion outside
the Red Fort on November 10 at 6:52 pm. All arrests
were made by Jammu and Kashmir Police, and a
total of 56 doctors have been questioned so far.

The investigation traces back to an objectionable
poster containing threats to security forces, put up
in the Nowgam Police Station area of Srinagar, Jam-
mu & Kashmir. A case was registered on October 19
in this regard.

The explosion outside the Red Fort on November
10led to an FIR being lodged with the Kotwali Police
Station of North Delhi. The FIR, seen by UNI News
Agency, described the explosion as a bomb blast.

Investigation details reveal that Dr. Umar was in
the moving i20 car where the explosion took place.
DrUmar was a wanted for the JK Police in connection
with the ongoing matter.

Dr Umar spent approximately three hours at the
parking of Red Fort Metro Station, during which he
was in constant touch with someone. CCTV analysis
shows the car was parked at 3:19 pm and exited the
parking area three hours later at 6:48 PM, leaving at
a time when the area was particularly crowded.

The probe in the matter (of Delhi blast) is now
being handled by the NIA. The JK Police is also prob-
ing the matter.UNI

Sitharaman chairs third pre-budget consultation

with MSME stakeholders

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI,NOV 12 : union Min-
ister for Finance and Corporate Affairs,
Nirmala Sitharaman, on Wednesday,
chaired the third round of her pre-
Budget consultation with stakehold-
ers from Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) in connection
with the forthcoming union Budget
2026-27. The meeting was attended
by union Minister of State for Finance,
Pankaj Chaudhary; Secretary, Depart-
ment of Economic Affairs; and senior
officials from the Ministry of Micro,

Small, and Medium Enterprises.

During the consultation, stakehold-
ers from the MSME sector provided
valuable inputs and suggestions to the
Finance Minister on various issues
affecting the sector, including taxation,
credit availability, and technology

upgradation.

Marking the beginning of the series
of Pre-Budget discussions with various
stakeholders before the final annual
budget is formulated and presented
to the legislature, Sitharaman had on
Novemner 10 chaired the first and
second round of her Pre-Budget con-
sultation meetings with the country’s
leading economists and eminent ag-

respectively.

UNI

riculturists and farmer organizations

The first meeting was attended by
the Secretary, Department of Eco-
nomicAffairs(DEA), Ministry of Finance,
along with the Chief Economic Ad-
viser to the Government of India and
senior officers from the Department
of Economic Affairs. The second round
of meeting was with the representa-
tivesof farmers’ associations, agri-based
industries and agricultural economists

The Finance Minister is scheduled
to present the union Budget 2026-27
in Parliament on February 1, 2026.
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15 arrested, 3 detained: NIA, J&K Police probe pan-India ‘Doctor Module’ terror link

m BY ATUL KRISHAN

NEW DELHI,NOV 12 : Atotal
of fifteen individuals have been
arrested and three detained in
connection with a “Doctor Terror
Module” allegedly working for
Jaish-e-Mohammad, suspected
toberesponsible for the Red Fort
explosion on November 10 at 6:52
pm.

The arrests were made by the
Jammu and Kashmir Police, and
a total of 56 doctors have been
questioned so far.

Hospital sources told UNI that
no explosives were found on the
bodies of the deceased, while
investigators now suspect that
a modified explosive may have
been used in the blast.

The investigation traces back
to an objectionable poster con-
taining threats to security forc-
esthatappeared inthe Nowgam

Police Station area of Srinagar.
Acasewasregistered on October
19.

The initial phase of the in-
vestigation led to the arrests of
Maulvilrfan Ahmed Wagh from
Shopianand Zamir Ahmed from
Wakura, Ganderbal, between
October 20 and 27.

The investigation further
widened with the apprehension
of Doctor Adil from Saharanpur
on November 5, followed by sei-
zures of an AK-47 rifle and oth-
er ammunition from Anantnag
Hospital on November 7,and more
rifles, pistols, and ammunition
from Al Falah University, Farid-
abad, on November 8.

Subsequent interrogations
revealed additional members of
the module, resulting in the ar-
rest of Doctor Muzammil and
the seizure of a significant cache
of weapons and ammunition. On

November 9, a person named
Madrasi, aresident of Dhoj, Farid-
abad, was arrested.

A major breakthrough came
on November 10 with the seizure
of 2,563 kg of explosives from
the residence of Hafiz Moham-
mad Ishtiyaq, an Imam at Al
Falah Masjid, Dhera Colony,
Faridabad.

Additional raids recovered
358 kg of explosive material,
detonators, and timers, bringing
the total to around 3,000 kg. As
per police sources, "During these
operations, Doctor Umar Moham-
mad, an Al Falah University em-
ployee and alleged module mem-
ber, went underground.”

Onthe evening of November
10, the Red Fort explosion oc-
curred. Delhi Police, along with
the NSG, NIA, and forensic teams,
immediately responded. The
injured were hospitalised, and

DNA samples, explosive residues,
and other evidence were col-
lected from the site. Asignificant
discovery was an amputated
hand, suspected to belong to
Dr. Umar Mohammad, who is
alleged to have been the suicide
bomber. DNA samples from his
mother are being tested for
confirmation.

Investigations indicate that
Umar was radicalising students
at Al Falah University, which
served as the module’s opera-
tional hub. His neighbor and
colleague, Dr. Muzamil Shakil,
hasbeenarrested. The car used
in the blast was registered to
Dr. Shaheen Shahid, later ar-
rested from Lucknow and iden-
tified as the woman command-
ing Jaish-e-Mohammad opera-
tions in India.

Shereportedly confessed to
stockpiling explosives for near-

ly two years and conspiring with
associate doctors to carry out
a major terrorist attack.

Police sources said, "CCTV
footage suggests that Dr. Umar
Mohammad was driving the
vehicle, and the explosives used
in the blast match those seized
in Faridabad."

Authorities are still investi-
gating whether the explosion was
pre-planned or an accidental
detonation triggered by Umar’s
panic while fleeing.

Investigations also revealed
that the vehicle was parked at
Al-Falah Medical College, Dhauj,
Faridabad, for nearly 11 days,
from October 29 until it was
driven to Delhi on November 10.
The case was formally handed
over to the NIA on November 11
to probe the module’s financing,
operational hierarchy, and broad-
er networks.UNI

SC orders legal status for Delhi Ridge Board to

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI,NOV 12 : Amid
worsening air quality in the Na-
tional Capital, the Supreme Court
has delivered asignificant judg-
mentaimed at safeguarding the
Delhi Ridge, a vital ecological
zone that serves as the city's
“green lungs.”

A Bench comprising Chief
Justice B R Gavai and Justice KV
Chandran directed the union
Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change (MoEF&CC)
to confer statutory statusonthe
DelhiRidge Management Board
(DRMB) to ensure accountabil-
ity, transparency, and effective
governance in the preservation
of the ecologically fragile region.

The Court observed that
little progress had been made
over nearly three decades since
it first took cognisance of the
matter in 1995.

“Without proper statutory

®© 00 ©

Act.

protection, it would not be pos-
sible to properly preserve the
integrity ofthe Ridge,” the Bench
remarked, expressing disappoint-
mentand deep concernthatonly
1.33 percent (103.48 hectares)
of the identified 7,784 hectares
of the Ridge area had been for-
mally notified as a Reserved
Forest under the Indian Forest

“The Ridge acts as the green
lungs of the city, especially in
the present conditions of in-
creased pollution. Without
proper identification or preser-
vation of the Ridge, the integ-
rity of the entire ecology would
be compromised,” the Courtsaid,
emphasising the urgent need
forits protection and restoration.

Rejecting the union Govern-
ment’s objection that granting
statutory status to the DRMB
would create overlapping au-
thorities, the Court clarified that
the purpose of the judgment was

Justice Gavali, stated.

Supreme Court.

to streamline governance by
making the DRMB a single-
window authority for all matters
concerning the Delhi Ridge.
“Like the Central Empowered
Committee (CEC), if the DRMB
is given statutory status, it will
be able to function effectively
and remain accountable,” the
judgment, authored by Chief

The Supreme Court ordered
the reconstitution of the DRMB
with the following mandates:
That the DRMB shall act as a
single-window authority forall
issuesrelated to the DelhiRidge
and Morphological Ridge.

It must ensure preservation
ofthe Ridge inits pristine form,
remove all encroachments, and
undertake afforestation and
ecological restoration measures.
The Board shall submit status
reports every six months to the

It must function transpar-

reports.

duties.

ently, maintaining a website for
public notices, hearings, and

All Delhi authorities must
aid the DRMB indischargingits

The Courtdirected MoEF&CC
toissue anotification under Sec-
tion 3(3) of the Environment
(Protection) Act for the constitu-
tion of the DRMB with the fol-
lowing composition: Chief Sec-

retary, GNCTD - Chairperson,
Vice-Chairman, Delhi Develop-
ment Authority - Member, Rep-
resentative of DG Forests &
Special Secretary, MoEF&CC -
Member, Representative of Min-
istry of Housing & Urban Affairs,
Commissioner, Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi, Chairman, New
Delhi Municipal Council, Direc-
tor General, CPWD, Representa-
tive of Commissioner of Police,

protect ‘green lungs’

Delhi, Principal Secretary (En-
vironment & Forests), GNCTD,
Principal Secretary (Land Rev-
enue), GNCTD, Two NGO repre-
sentatives (to be nominated by
GNCTD) shall be its members.

The Principal Chief Conserva-
torof Forests, GNCTD - Member-
Secretaryand the representative
of the Central Empowered Com-
mittee (CEC) shall also be its
members.

Toensure efficiency, the Court
also directed formation of a
Standing Committee under the
DRMB comprising: Member of
the CEC(Chairperson), Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests,
GNCTD, Two NGOrepresentatives
(already part of the DRMB),
Nominee of the Chief Secretary,
GNCTD and Nominee of the DDA
(both conservation experts).

The CECrepresentative was
furtherdirected toreporttothe
Supreme Court every three
months on the functioning of

of capital

the DRMB and its Standing Com-
mittee.

The Bench underlined that
the DRMB's core function must
remain the conservation of ex-
isting Ridge forests, removal of
encroachments, and prevention
of further fragmentation.

The Courtdirected the DRMB
toadopt scientific conservation
practices, ensure public consul-
tation, and maintain transpar-
ency in all operations.

The Court also appreciated
the valuable assistance of Ad-
ditional Solicitor General Aish-
warya Bhatiand Amicus Curiae
K. Parameshwar, who were as-
sisted by advocates Mukunda,
Kanti, Shreenivas Patil, and Raji
Gururaj.

“TheRidgeis the city’s natu-
ral shield against pollution and
climate change. Preserving it is
not just a statutory obligation
butamoralimperative,” the Bench
concluded. UNI
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West Indies To

Face Afghanistan In T20
series In January 2026

These three bilateral matches take place just

day

s before the T20 World Cup in February

f

m ESPNCRICINFO

STLUCIA: West Indies and Afghan-
istan will face each other over three
T20IsinSharjah nextyearasbothteams
build up towards the World Cup. The
bilateral series is scheduled to begin
on January 19 just days before the
ICC event kicks off in India and Sri

Lanka in February.

CWI's Director of Cricket, Miles
Bascombe, said: "This series provides
an ideal platform for our preparation.
Facing strong opposition in subcon-
tinental conditions will help us sharp-
en our combinations and approach,
andit also gives our players achance
to build confidence on surfaces sim-

ilar to those we'll encounter in India
and Sri Lanka."

West Indies co-hosted the last T20
World Cup, where they went through
to the Super Eight stage but couldn't
make the knockouts. Afghanistan did
make itto the semi-finals of that event,
which was a first for them. The two
teamshave played eight T20Is against

each other with West Indies leading
the head-to-head 5-3. All three T20Is
of this bilateral series will take place
in Sharjah on January 19, 21 and 22.

Naseeb Khan, CEO of the Afghan-
istan Cricket Board, said: "Competing
against the West Indies on the brink
of aglobal event presents an excellent
opportunity for our team to finalize

their lineup and enhance their prep-
arations forthe upcoming mega event
in India and Sri Lanka."

West Indies are currently playing
afive-match T201 seriesin New Zea-
land, which they trail 2-1. Afghanistan's
last T201 assignment was against
Zimbabwe in October, which they
won 3-0.

Cristiano Ronaldo
says 2026 World Cup
'definitely’ his last

" AP

RIYADH: Portuguese superstar Cristiano Ron-
aldo on Tuesday said next year's World Cup would
be his last as he winds down one of the all-time
great careers.

The 40-year-old forward, with more than 950
club and international goals, also said he would
retire from football in "one or two years".

"Definitely, yes," he told a Saudi forum by
video link, when asked if 2026 would be his World
Cup swansong. "I'm gonna be 41 years old and I
think it will be the moment."

Ronaldo, who began a lucrative stint at Saudi
Arabia's Al Nassrin 2023, also elaborated on com-
ments last week when he said he would retire
"soon".

"Let's be honest, when I mean soon, it's prob-
ably one or two years I'll still be at the game," he

said.

The five-time Ballon d'Or winner is targeting
a sixth World Cup next year. He came closest to
lifting the trophy in 2006, when Portugal lost to
France in the semi-finals.

Portugal have yet to qualify for the 2026 tour-
nament in the USA, Canada and Mexico, but can
secure their spot if they beat Ireland on Thursday.

Ronaldo joined Al Nassr after leaving Manches-
ter United for a second time in late 2022, a move
that heralded a influx of late-career stars to the
oil-rich kingdom. Saudi Arabia, which is spending
big on sports and entertainment as part of its
economic diversification plan, was named as host
of the 2034 World Cup last December.

® 00 ©

India's No.1 tennis player Sumit Nagal seeks help

= Pl

NEW DELHI: India's top-
ranked tennis player Sumit
Nagal on Tuesday sought urgent
intervention from the Chinese
embassy here after hisvisaap-
plication to travel to China for
the Australian Open Playoffwas
rejected without any reason.

Nagal took to social media
platform X to make his appeal,
tagging the Chinese Ambassa-
dor toIndia and the spokesper-
son of the Chinese Embassy.

"Respected @China_Amb_In-
dia and @ChinaSpox_India. I

am Sumit Nagal, India's No.1
tennis player.lam supposed to
fly to China soon to represent

India at the Australian Open
Playoff. But my visa was re-
jected without reason. Your

urgent help would be much
appreciated,Nagal wrote.

Afterlosing his place in top-
100, Nagal cannot enter the top
events like Grand Slams asdirect
entrant and would depend on
wild card entries or Qualifiers.

The 27-year-old fromJhajjar,
Haryana, is currently India's
highest-ranked singles player,
placed275inthelatest ATPstand-
ings. He was scheduled to travel
to Chengdu to compete in the
Australian Open Playoff event,
whichwill give theregional play-
ers a main-draw entry into the
2026 Australian Open.

from China embassy after visa rejection

There has been noimmedi-
ate response from the Chinese
embassy or tournament organ-
isers regarding the issue.

If the matter is not resolved
swiftly, Nagal would be forced to
miss the event, which could hurt
hischancestoenter2026season's
first Grand Slam. Last year, he
competedinAustralianOpenmain
draw, losingin the opening round
andfellinthe qualifying forRoland
Garrosand Wimbledon. He played
a crucial role in India's Davis Cup
win over Switzerland, winning
both his singles against lower-
ranked players.

K3

LUBAAB

PUBLICATIONS

ONE STOP SOLUTION FOR ALL PRINTING NEEDS

NEWSPAPER | BOOKS | FLYERS | LOGO | FLEX | MAGAZINES
VISITING CARDS | BROCHURES | 3D BOARDS | COVER PAGES
WEDDING CARDS | CALLIGRAPHY | WALL PAINTINGS

9999038812

9419008414 &= A

Radio Colony,

Gund Hassibhat, Lawaipora Srinagar-190017

Are you a writer, poet, storyteller, columnist, or feature writer
with a passion for literature or health writings? Headlines
Today offers a platform to share:

Literature Section: Well-crafted essays, literary articles,
reflections, and creative writings.

Health Section: Well-researched articles, expert
columns, and in-depth feature reports from
professionals and specidalists.

Send your contributions to:

Dr Basharat Khan
Honorary Editor: Literature & Health
Sections (HT) at

chogalwriter76@gmail.com

YOUR WORDS CAN INSPIRE,
INFORM, AND IGNITE; LET
THEM BE HEARD.

HEADLINES TODAY

INVITES CONTRIBUTIONS




