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Guimarg Wears Winter Crown As
Season's First Major Snowfall Blankets
Mountains Across Valley

Tourists Rush, Hotels Fill Up as Kashmir’

m  ABUHASNAIN e
B HT SPL CORRESPONDENT :

BARAMULLA, NOV 5: The famed ski
resort of Gulmarg has turned into a spell-
binding snow paradise after receiving the
season’s first major snowfall on Tuesday,
marking the formal onset of winter in the
Kashmir Valley and triggering a fresh wave
of tourist arrivals.
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s Ski Paradise Turns Pure White

Operation Sindoor Put on Pause,
Not Over: Rajnath Singh

Defence Minister Reiterated That India
Crushed Pahalgam Aftackers, Taught Terrorists a Lesson

m  HTNEWS DESK

SRINAGAR,NOV 4: Sending
a blunt warning to Pakistan
and its terror networks,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Wednesday declared
thatthose behind the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack had
beeneliminated “bothinKash-
mir and across the border”,
and any freshattempttotarget
India would be met with an

even more forceful response.

AddressingarallyinBihar’s
Jamui district, Singh said
‘Operation Sindoor’, launched
after the Pahalgam killings,
had demolished the terror
infrastructureinvolvedinthe
attack not only in the Valley
butalsoinPakistan where the
conspiracy was rooted.

“The operation is not over.

It is only paused. If terrorists
@ Turn on Page 2

The overnight snowfall draped theroll-
ing meadows, pine forests and slopes of

ways has fast-tracked operational and rede-
velopment works in the Jammu division to

Railways mulling direct

Gulmarg in a thick white blanket, trans- Jammu fo srinngr enable adirect train service between Jammu
forming the popular hill station into a . . and Srinagar — a move that will mark a big
picture-postcard landscape. Visitors and "qln service milestone in J&K’s railway connectivity.

locals woke up to snow-laden trees glisten-
ing in the morning light, frost-covered
rooftops and the Apharwat peaks shining
brilliantly under the winter sun.

@ Turnon Page 2

A senior railway official told the news
agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO) that

the trains, which currently operate from
@ Tum on Page 2
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SRINAGAR, NOV 05: The Northern Rail-

CM Visits Home of
Late Journalist Tariq Bhat,
Offers Condolences

Kashmir, The Land Of Knowledge and Wisdom, Is The Crown Of India: Arif Mohammad Khan

m  HTNEWS DESK in his heart. “This is not a ceremonial

statement. | genuinely mean it when |
say Kashmiris the crown of our country,”
he remarked.

Herecalled anancientacademictra-
dition followed in Sanskrit institutions
where students, before receiving their
degrees, symbolically take a few steps
toward Kashmir in reverence. “It is a
gesture of respect to thisland of wisdom
and knowledge,” he said, underlining

Kashmir’s inseparable role in India’s
civilisational history.

Khan'’s remarks, rich in emotional
and cultural depth, drew attention for
projecting Kashmir not just as a scenic
paradise, but as an enduring symbol of
India’s pursuit of enlightenment.

Commentingon the first phase of the
Bihar assembly elections, Khan said all

arrangements have been completed
@ Turn on Page 2

SRINAGAR, NOV 5: Describing Kash-
mir as a timeless seat of learning and
spiritual heritage, Governor of Bihar,
Arif Mohammad Khan on Wednesday
said the region is not merely a geo-
graphical jewel but the intellectual
crown of India.

Speaking to reporters in Srinagar,
Khan said Kashmir holds a special place

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, NOV 05: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Wednesday visited the residence of
senior journalist and Bureau Chief of The Week
magazine, Tariq Ahmad Bhat, to offer condolences

People of J6K Are the Heartbeat of Peace: LG Manoj Sinha

/

Chrysanthemum Garden in Srinagar
Attracts Large Number of Visitors

B HT NEWS NETWORK

transformed Jammu & Kashmir
into a peaceful, progressive and
prosperous region, where every
citizen now has the opportunity
to live with dignity.
Delivering the keynote address
atthe two-day International Sym-
posium on “Peace, People and
Possibilities in Jammu & Kashmir
Union Territory” organised by
Vishwagram, the Lt Governor said
a “new vision of a rising Jammu

Enormous l
Sacrifices Have

Transformed J&K Info a
Peaceful, Progressive
and Prosperous Region

B HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR,NOV 5: Visitors are thronging the newly established
Chrysanthemum Garden in Srinagar, which has quickly become
the centre of attraction this autumn, drawing hundreds of locals
and tourists every day. The vibrant garden, spread over more than
100 kanals of land, is located near the Botanical Garden, offering
panoramicviews of the Dal Lake with the Zabarwan Range in the
backdrop.

to the bereaved family.

The Chief Minister expressed deep sorrow over
Bhat’s untimely demise, recalling his invaluable
contribution to journalism in Jammu and

SRINAGAR, NOV 05: Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha on

@ Turn on Page 2

Tuesday said that enormous sac-
rifices over the past five years have

Kashmir” is taking shape, one

@ Turn on Page 2

Named Bagh-e-Gul-e-Dawood, the garden is being

@ Turn on Page 2

Mamdani’s Victory
Clarion Call For Collective
Progress: Farooq Abdullah

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, NOV 5: National Conference pres-
ident Farooq Abdullah on Wednesday congratu-
lated Zohran Mamdani on his resounding victory
in the New York City mayoral election.

In a statement issued by the National Confer-
ence, Abdullah praised Mamdani’s campaign

@ Tumn on Page 2

Postal Ballot Voting begins for 27-AC Budgam Bye-Elections

Enthusiastic Employees Participate to Strengthen Democratic Process

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM, NOV 5: The process of
postal ballot voting begins for 27-AC
Budgam at BDO office Budgam, mark-
inganimportant stepinensuring that
alleligible voters, especially employ-
eesinessential services who may not
be able to attend polling stations on
election day for 27-ACbudgam, have
the opportunity to exercise their
democratic rights.

Speaking onthe occasion, the Dis-
trict Election Officer (DEO) Budgam
Dr.Bilal Mohi-ud-Din Bhat under-
scored the commitment to ensuring
a free and fair voting process for all
eligible voters.

The DEO said , the postal voting
ballot facility at BDO office budgam is
well-organized, providing a stream-
lined process foremployeestocasttheir

votes and to strengthen democracy.
@ Turnon Page 2

Home Voting begins in 27-AC
Budgam for Elderly, PwD Electors
m HT NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM, NOV 5: With the 27-Assembly
Constituency Budgam set to go for Bye-Elec-

tions on November 11, the Home Voting
@ Turn on Page 2
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AHMEDABAD, NOV 5: Jammu and Kash-
mir’s rich tourism potential, vibrant art,
craft, and authentic cuisines were show-
cased at anational-level festival organised
inGujarat’s Narmadadistrict to commem-
oratethe 150th birthanniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.

J&K Tourism is participating in the
ongoing ‘Bharat Parv’ at Ekta Nagar in
Narmadadistrict where the Union Terri-
tory has set up a pavilion to highlight its

.
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Tourism Dept Showcases J&K's Culture, Cuisines And
Countryside At ‘Bharat Parv’ In Gujarat

traditional culture, cuisines and adven-
ture offerings, among other features, said
a Jammu and Kashmir administration
release on Wednesday.

The festival has been organised as part
of the nationwide celebrations of Rash-
triya Ekta Diwas (National Unity Day) to
commemorate the 150th birth anniver-
sary of Patel,independent India’s firsthome
minister.

‘Bharat Parv’ has been organised under

the aegis of the Union tourism ministry
@ Tumnon Page 2
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52 Lakh Pensioners
Use Face ID For Life

Proof: Dr Jitendra
m  HT NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI, NOV 5: Union Minister of
State (Independent Charge) for Science &
Technology, MoS PMO, Personnel, Public
Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and
Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh today formally
launched the Nationwide Digital Life Cer-
tificate (DLC) Campaign 4.0, marking a sig-

\

nificant step in the government’s ongoing
drive tosimplify life certification for pension-
ers.

The month-long DLC campaign 4.0, which
began on November 1 and will continue till
November 30, has already seen over 55 lakh
Digital Life Certificates generated withinthe
firstfour days, against the month-long target
of two crore.

Referring to the achievements of the
@ Tumn on Page 2
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Gulmarg Wears.....

Tour operators, hoteliers and pony handlers
reported an immediate spike in tourist move-
ment, with several hotels already nearing full
occupancy for the coming weekend. “This is
exactlywhatwinter travellers wait for. Gulmarg
in snow is an experience you can't describe,
only feel,” said a group of tourists from Maha-
rashtra while posing for photos near the Gon-
dola base station.

The snowfall has also revived hopes for a
busy winter sports season, with preparations
underway for skiing, snowboarding and other
snow activities once the snow depthincreases.
Tourism officials said bookings for December
and New Year packages have already begun
and the administration is gearing up for the
annual winter carnival.

According to the Regional Meteorological
Centre (RMC) Srinagar, Gulmarg recorded a
minimum temperature of -2°Cand amaximum
of 10°C on Tuesday, with a “generally cloudy
sky and light rain” forecast. The weather is
expected toremain mainly clear from Novem-
ber 6 to 10, with maximum temperatures
hovering between 12°C and 13°C and night
temperatures dropping to around 0°C.

The fresh snowfall has not only breathed
life into Kashmir’s tourism sector after a rela-
tively dry autumn but also brought back the
familiar winter calm that defines Gulmarg —
where even silence seems to sparkle on snow.

As Kashmir steps into its coldest and most
scenic season, Gulmarg has once again taken
thelead, wearing winter like acrownand invit-
ing the world to witness its first snowfall mag-
ic of the year.

Operation Sindoor.....

dare to repeat such an act, we will strike
again, decisively,” he said.

Targeting Congress for “decades of inaction”,
Singh accused the party of allowing terrorism
to bleed the nation.

“Congress governments lacked the courage
to crush terrorism. What they failed to do in
Jammu & Kashmir, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s government has done without hesita-
tion,” he said.

Recalling the Pahalgam carnage, Singh said
the infiltrators had “entered quietly, asked
innocent civilians about their religion and
executed them in cold blood.”

“What happened after that needs no expla-
nation. The key hideouts were destroyed. The
masterminds have been neutralised. Let there
be no doubt India will not forget, and India will
not forgive,” he asserted.

Declaring that India’s global image had
transformed from ‘soft state’ to ‘strong state’,
the Defence Minister said the world now rec-
ognises a country “that does not provoke, but
will not tolerate provocation.”

Singh also hit out at Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi over his remarks on introducing reser-
vationin the armed forces. “What has happened
to Rahul ji? Talking of caste divisions in the
Army? The Armed Forces know only one iden-
tity Sainya Dharma. Our soldiers fight for the
Tricolour, not for caste labels,” he said. He
added that the Army must be kept above poli-
tics. “Whenever the nation has faced a crisis, it
is the soldier who has stood like a wall. Their
unity is our greatest strength. No one should
try to fracture it,” he warned.

Railways mulling.....

KatrainReasidistrict toSrinagar,are expect-
ed to start from Jammu railway station soon.
“Work is underway to make the direct service
possible. Flash floods earlier slowed down
progress and shifted our targets, but the proj-
ectis now being pushed aggressively,” he said.

According to officials, the major challenges
lie on the Jammu-Katra stretch, where work
on bridges, tracks, and station redevelopment
isin progress.

“AtJammu station, there are two categories
of work — civil structure and track-related. The
track work is almost complete, while civil
structures, including new platformsand station
facilities, are nearing completion. The progress
isbeing monitored to establish Jammu-Srinagar
connectivity at the earliest,” the official added.

Speaking to KNO, Uchit Singhal, Senior
Divisional Commercial Manager, Jammu Divi-
sion, said: “At present, the train is operational
up to Katra. Once the bottlenecks are cleared
and readiness is in place, the direct service to
Jammu will begin.”

He said that redevelopment and opera-
tional processes are moving at a steady pace.
“By November, we expect the bottlenecks to
be cleared. After that, further decisions will be
taken,” Singhal said.

The USBRL (Udhampur-Srinagar-Baram-
ulla Rail Link) is regarded as one of India’s
greatestengineeringachievements. Itincludes
the world’s highest railway bridge, built over
the Chenab River—taller than the Eiffel Tower—
and India’s first cable-stayed railway bridge at
Anji Khad.

CM Visits Home.....

Kashmir. He described Bhat as a dedicated
professional whose balanced and insightful
reporting had earned him immense respectin
media circles.

“The state haslostan upright journalist who
always upheld the ethics of the profession. His
work will continue to inspire generations of
journalists,” the Chief Minister said, according
tonews agency Kashmir Indepth News Service
(KINS) while extending sympathy to the

® 00 ©

bereaved family.

He prayed for eternal peace to the departed
soul and courage to the family to bear this
irreparable loss.

Tarig Ahmad Bhat passed away on Tuesday
morning after suffering a cardiac arrest at his
residence in Srinagar. A seasoned journalist
with decades of experience, he was widely
known for his integrity, humility, and deep
understanding of Jammu and Kashmir’s socio-
politicallandscape. His death has left the media
fraternity in shock and mourning across the
region. (KINS)

Kashmir, The.....

and the pollingexercise reflects the strength
of India’s democratic system. “Tomorrow is
polling day, and preparations are finalised.
Democracy in our country has become very
strong,” he said after attending an event at the
Sher-i-Kashmir International Conference Cen-
tre (SKICC).

Emphasising that leadership in India is
shaped by mandate, not lineage, he said “The
person who runs the government is chosen
through the ballot box. They are not sovereign
the people of India are.” Referring to President
Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, he said theirrise from humble beginnings
sends a powerful message to the youth that
there are no limits to aspiration if one earns.

When asked about the delay in restoration
of statehood to Jammu & Kashmir, Khan called
theregionavictimofhistory,saying the people
have “paid the highest price” since the partition
of 1947.

He said restoring normalcy and rule of law
remains a shared responsibility.

“Itis everyone’s desire, including the prime
minister’s, that Kashmir regains full autonomy.
But peace and normal conditions must return
first,” he added.

“Itis a collective effort between you and us
to ensure that the same rule of law exists in
Kashmir as elsewhere in the country,” the
governor said.

People of J&K.....

thatis peaceful, fear-free, prosperous, unit-
ed and fully aligned with India’s rapid growth
story. “The peace visible in Jammu & Kashmir
today has given people the chance to flourish
with mutual respect. Equal opportunities are
reaching every doorstep without discrimina-
tion,” the LG said, crediting Prime Minister
NarendraModi's leadership for bringing people-
first governance, social justice and equality to
the Union Territory.

Sinha asserted that the administration is
“deeply committed to dismantling the terror
ecosystem” and to maintaining peace, justice
and equity. He said the government’s priority
is to accelerate socio-economic development
and convert the aspirations of the youth into
reality.

Recalling the transformation of the past five
years, the LG said that the “sound of ragas and
new enthusiasm has replaced bullets and gre-
nades” in Jammu & Kashmir. “Schools now echo
with the laughter and innovation of children
instead of stone-pelting. Pulwama, Shopian
and Kulgam once silenced by fear are emerging
as cultural and literary hubs. Lal Chowk and
Polo View arealive again withenergy, enterprise
and hope,” he said.

Calling the people of J&K “the very heartbeat
of peace,” Sinha urged society to stand united
against those attempting to disturb normalcy
and to fight the twin threats of drug abuse and
youth radicalisation. “We must all uphold the
rule of law. Peace, progress and prosperity are
inseparable,” he said.

The event was attended by Dr Darakhshan
Andrabi, Chairperson J&K Waqf Board; Swami
Jitendranand Saraswati; KU Vice Chancellor
Prof Nilofer Khan; SKUAST-K VC Prof Nazir
Ahmad Ganai; Vishwagram National President
Prof (Dr) Geeta Singh; academicians, senior
officers and a large number of students and
thinkers.

Chrysanthemum.....

described as Asia’slargest chrysanthemum
theme park, showcasing thousands of flower
varieties in hues ofyellow, red, pink, white,and
violet. The dazzling floral patterns and care-
fully arranged displays have transformed the
landscape intoavivid carpet of colour, making
itone of Kashmir’s most photographed destina-
tions this season.

Officials from the Floriculture Department
told the news agency Kashmir News Trust that
the gardenis partofthe government’sinitiative
to extend the tourist season beyond spring,
traditionally dominated by the Tulip Garden.
“The idea was to give visitors another reason
to visit the Valley in autumn. The overwhelm-
ing response has surpassed our expectations,”
said an official.

Families from across the Valley, along with
visitors from different parts of India, can be
seen strolling through the rows of chrysanthe-
mums, clicking pictures and enjoying the cool
November weather. Tour operators say the
garden hassignificantly boosted tourist footfall,
adding a new dimension to Kashmir’s post-
summer tourism economy.

Local vendors selling tea, snacks,and hand-
icrafts near the entrance also report brisk
business, turning the garden into a source of
local revenue and livelihood in an otherwise
off-peak tourism period.

The Floriculture Department describes the
Chrysanthemum Garden as a symbol of sea-

sonaldiversification, showcasing that Kashmir’s
beauty extends far beyond springtime blooms.
[KNT]

Mamdani'’s Victory.....

as a beacon of hope amid rising divisions,
emphasising his unwavering commitment to
fostering unity in a diverse setting.

“Zohran Mamdani’s stunning victory is not
merely a personal milestone but a clarion call
for collective progress,” the former chief min-
ister said.

“His election sends a message of unity and
compassion. Itsareminder that when we reject
hate and embrace humanity, we build bridges
that endure,” he added.

Mamdani, the 34-year-old Indian-origin
democratic socialist, pulled off a stunning vic-
tory in the fiercely contested New York city
mayoral elections, riding on an electrifying
campaign to become the first South Asian,
youngest and Muslim to helm the administra-
tion of the world’s financial capital. (Agencies)

Postal Ballot.....

"As per the guidelines of ECI, the District
administration has worked diligently to assist
voters for casting their vote via postal ballot
while maintaining the integrity of the postal
ballot system", he added.

The initiation of postal ballot voting in Bud-
gam demonstrates inclusive participation of
all employees in the electoral process. The
postal ballot voting process will continue for
three consecutive days, starting from Novem-
ber 5,2025.

Districtadministration Budgam will main-
tain their efforts to support voters and ensure
that every voice is heard.

Meanwhile, employees from all essential
service departments of the District were seen
active and enthusiasticin casting their vote for
democracy.

Home Voting.....

process commenced today across the con-
stituency.

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has
introduced the facility of home voting to ensure
inclusive electoral participation, enabling eli-
gible senior citizens and Persons with Dis-
abilities (PwDs) to cast their votes from the
comfortoftheir homes. The facility is available
to voters aged 85 years and above, and PwD
electors with 40% or more benchmark disabil-
ity.

As part of the exercise, dedicated polling
teams comprising Presiding Officers, polling
officials, and security personnel visited the
homes of eligible voters to facilitate the process
as per the guidelines issued by the Election
Commission of India.

The initiative received widespread appre-
ciation from the beneficiaries, who expressed
gratitude towards the Election Commission of
Indiaand the District Election Officer for extend-
ing such an accessible and citizen-friendly
facility.

Thevoterswhoavailed the facility, expressed
happiness over being able to cast their vote
from home, and expressed gratitude towards
the ECI and District Election Officer Budgam
for providing such an empowering facility.

The Home Voting initiative marks a signifi-
cant step towards ensuring accessibility, dig-
nity, and inclusion in the electoral process,
reaffirming the commitment of the Election
Commission of India to leave no voter behind.

52 Lakh.....

previous DLC Campaign 3.0 last year, Dr.
Jitendra Singhinformed that notably, 52.73 lakh
DLCs were submitted using face authentication,
while 72.64 lakh were from EPFO pensioners.

The Minister further informed that Cam-
paign 3.0 of last year was conducted in 1,984
locations across 845 districts and cities in
November 2024, during which 1.62 crore DLCs
were generated, including 49.78 lakh from
Central Government pensioners. Of these, over
85,200 were from pensioners above 90 years,
and more than 2,200 were from pensioners
aged above 100 years.

The present Campaign 4.0, covering nearly
2,000 districts, cities and towns across the
country through 2,500 camps and coordinated
by 1,250 nodal officers, is being implemented
with the participation of major banks, India
Post Payments Bank, and Pensioners’ Welfare
Associations. Theinitiative adopts a saturation
approachtoensure thatevery pensioner—irre-
spective oflocation or mobility constraints—can
submit their life certificate seamlessly.

The DLC Campaign 4.0 is being conducted
in collaboration with 19 Pension Disbursing
Banks, India Post Payments Bank (IPPB), Pen-
sioners’ Welfare Associations, UIDAI, MeitY,
EPFO, Railways, CGDA, and the Department of
Telecommunications, with the aim of reaching
every pensioner across the country, including
those in remote and rural areas. IPPB alone is
organizing camps in over 1,600 districts and
sub-divisions through its network of 1.8 lakh
postmen and Gramin Dak Sewaks, offering
doorstep DLC services to pensioners, irrespec-
tive of their pension-disbursing bank.

The Department has also created a dedi-
cated DLC portal, mapped across 1,850 cities
and townswith more than 2,500 camp locations
and over 1,200 nodal officers. Trainings have
been scheduled in a phased manner to ensure
smooth operations throughout the month-long
campaign.

The campaign also draws significant support

from 57 Pensioners’ Welfare Associations
registered with DoPPW, which are playing
a pivotal role in organizing camps and
mobilizing pensioners. This year, special
emphasis is being laid on promoting Face
Authentication Technology, developed
with full technical support from MeitY
and UIDAI, to make the process more
seamless and convenient for the elderly.

The outreachisbeingamplified through
coordinated publicity by PIB, DD News,
and AllIndiaRadio, alongside social media,
SMS campaigns, and short films underthe
hashtag #DLCCampaign4, making this the
largest digital empowerment campaign
ever undertaken for pensioners in India.

Recalling the journey of this reform,
Dr. Jitendra Singh said, the idea behind
introducing a Digital Life Certificate was
born out of empathy for the elderly. “It
appeared inhuman to ask senior citizens
to physically prove that they are alive to
receive their pension,” he said, adding that
the government turned this challenge into
anopportunity tointroduce biometric and
face authentication technologies foranoble
cause.

Underlining the technological trans-
formationin pension delivery, Dr. Jitendra
Singh said, “This not only brings ease of
living for pensioners but also changes our
social and economic behaviour, making
society more technology-friendly”.

Dr. Jitendra Singh highlighted that the
initiative has evolved intoa global success
story. “This unique experiment in gover-
nance is now being studied internation-
ally, with delegations expressing interest
in learning from India’s model,” he said.

The Minister credited Prime Minister
Sh Narendra Modi’s vision of citizen-cen-
tric governance for transforming the
Department of Pension & Pensioners’ Wel-
fare into one of the most visible and peo-
ple-oriented arms of the government.

The Minister noted that the campaign’s
success is a result of the collective effort
of various departments, banks, and Pen-
sioners’ Welfare Associations, which have
emerged as crucial partners in reaching
senior citizens across the country. “By
leveraging technology and institutional
collaboration, the governmentis ensuring
that senior citizens experience dignity,
convenience, and inclusion in their post-
retirement life,” he said.

Also present on the occasion were Sh.
V. Srinivas, Secretary (Pension), Depart-
ment of Pension and Pensioners’ Welfare
(DoPPW); Ms. Vandana Gupta, Controller
General of Communication Accounts
(CGCA); Sh. Vishvajit Sahay, Controller
General of Defence Accounts (CGDA); Sh.
Bhuvnesh Kumar, CEO, UIDAI; and Sh.
Dhrubajyoti Sengupta, Joint Secretary,
DoPPW. Dr. Jitendra Singh commended
Sh. V. Srinivas and his team for their out-
standing efforts indriving the nationwide
campaign, noting that their dedication has
transformed the Departmentintoamod-
el of efficiency and citizen-centric service
delivery. The Minister appreciated the
coordinated approach adopted by the
department and its partners, which, he

said, has made the pension disbursement
process more transparent, accessible, and
humane for millions of senior citizens
across the country.

Concluding his remarks, Dr. Jitendra
Singh said that the Digital Life Certificate
initiative exemplifies Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s emphasis on ease of living
and citizen-centric governance. The initia-
tive not only ensures uninterrupted pen-
sion delivery but also strengthens India’s
transition toward a transparent, efficient,
and digitally empowered administrative
framework.

Tourism Dept.....

to showcase India’s unity in diversity
through avibrant convergence of culture,
cuisine, crafts,and thematic exhibits from
all states and Union Territories.

Joint Director Tourism, Jammu, Aijaz
Qaiser along with other senior officials
represented the Jammu & Kashmir at
Bharat Parv.

A live ‘studio kitchen’ was set up by
Jammu & Kashmir Tourism Development
Corporation (JKTDC)to give visitorsa first
hand feel of the authentic and exquisite
cuisines of the region, said the release.

The festival celebrated India’s unity in
diversity with J&K Tourism showcasing
the Union Territory’s rich tourism poten-
tial, vibrant art, craft, and authentic cui-
sines at the event, it said.

The tourism department’s pavilion
drew large crowds of visitors eager to
explore Jammu and Kashmir’s breathtak-
ingdestinations, adventure offerings,and
traditional culture,accordingto therelease.

The fortnight-long event, inaugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi late last
month, brought together diverse statesand
UTstocelebrateIndia’s culturalmosaicunder
the theme of ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat'.

Speaking on the occasion, Qaiser said
J&K’s participation in Bharat Parv is an
opportunity to highlight the UT’s cul-
turaldepthand sustainable tourism efforts.

“Our focusis on showcasing the evolv-
ing tourism identity, one that blends
heritage, ecology,and community engage-
ment in alignment with the ethos of Ek
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat,” he said.

“It also reflects the department’s sus-
tained efforts to promote the Union Ter-
ritory as a year-round destination while
strengthening the message of unity in
diversity. Such national events provide an
excellent opportunity to highlight the
region’s unique blend of natural beauty,
adventure,and cultural heritage,” the J&K
official emphasised.

Suchinitiatives underscore the depart-
ment’s commitment to promote J&K on
national platforms, fostering cultural
exchange, and strengthening tourism-led
national integration, he noted.

The J&K Tourism Pavilion also featured
live demonstrations of traditional perfor-
mances by the Department of Culture,and
displays of Kashmiri and Dogra cuisines,
symbolizing the spirit of harmony and
inclusivity that defines National Unity Day,
the release said. (Agencies)

\ pIXels e

EXCELLENCE WITH PERFECTION

| | ONE

i |STOP SHOP =

|| | FORALL YOUR [}
‘ ‘BRANDING NEED " }

Room No 12, Huda Ash Abi Guzar Lalchowk, Srinagar

7006618090, 9858086898

Branding ¢ Designing e Printing ¢ Web e Event ¢ Advertising

9
090: ° owk o0
N 12 ir 19
e

TRANSFORM YOUR
GROWING BUSINESS N TO A
LEADING BRAND

OUR SERVICES

Large Format Printing J Signage Supply of Office ‘ Printing

Digital & Offset Printing o Graphic Design o Stationery. o Photocoying
Promotion Display Materials ‘ Embroidery ‘ Vinyl cuttng ‘ Scanning

Printing Screen Printing Branding Binding | Lamination

7006618090 | 9858086898

Room No 12, Huda Ash Central Market, Abi Guzar Lalchowk, Srinagar
email: srpixels2021@gmail.com

00 ¢ &
CM K



h

HEADLINES TODAY

<

\

Viiog

c 1|
A

Srinagar, Thursday | 06-November-2025

f@ @headlinestodaydaily

e e e

=y T

“ @headlinestoday  (E8

—_—

=

@headlinestodaynews

DC, SSP Srinagar visit Gurudwara Chhati Padshahi, Extends
Greetings on the occasion of Prakash Diwas of Guru Nanak Dev Ji

B HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, NOV 05: On the
occasionofPrakash Diwas, mark-
ing the 556th birth anniversary
of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the Depu-
ty Commissioner(DC) Srinagar,
AkshayLabrooalongwith Senior
Superintendent of Police, Sand-
eep Chakraborty Wednesday
paid visit to Gurudwara Chhati
PadshahiinRainawariareaofthe
Districttoextended warmgreet-
ings on the occasion.

On the occasion, the Deputy
Commissioner and SSP accom-
panied by members of Gurud-
wara Prabandhak Committee
paid obeisance to the Guru

Granth Sahib.

The Gurudwara authorities
expressed satisfaction over the
arrangementsand conveyed their
gratitude tothe Deputy Commis-
sioner in this regard.

Addressing the devotees, the
Deputy Commissioner high-
lighted the immense contribu-
tions and universal teachings of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji. He said that
the teachings of the Sikh Gurus
promotenoblesocialinstitutions
suchasLangar,Sangat,and Kirtan
teachingthe spiritofequalityand
selfless service.

Whileextendingwarmgreet-
ings on the occasion, the DC
expressed hope that this event

would contribute towards

strengthening brotherhood,

unity, harmony and would be a

harbingerof peace, progressand

prosperity.

During the visit, the DC also
visited various compartments of
the GurudwaraincludingLanger
and took stock of the facilities
being extended to the devotees.

Meanwhile, District Admin-
istrationSrinagarmadeallessen-
tial arrangements through sev-
eral line departments at
Chattipadshahi Gurudwara to
facilitate devoteesonthe Prakash
Diwas. Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz;
SDM East, Zubair Ahmad; Zonal
SP,TehsildarKhanyar,CMO,Exen
KPDCL, Exen City Roads and
other Officers were also present
on the occasion.

KU holds
special lecture for civil

services aspirants
m HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, NOV 05: The Department of Students’
Welfare (DSW), University of Kashmir (KU), organ-
ised a special lecture on “Inspiring Young Minds for
Public Service” for civil services aspirants at the
Main Campus. The eventaimed to motivate aspirants
towards a career in public service and familiarise
them with strategies, perspectives, and essential
approachesrequired for cracking competitive exam-
inations.

Vice-Chancellor, KU, Prof. Nilofer Khan, in her
message, said that the University is committed to
nurturing young talent and encouraging them to
take leadership roles in public service.

“Our goalis to provide meaningful guidance and
create an enabling ecosystem where students are
inspired to serve society with integrity, empathy
and vision,” she said.

Delivering the lecture, Anil Swarup (IAS Retd.),
former Coal Secretary, Government of India, said
that dedication, discipline and clarity of purpose
remain the most powerful tools in an aspirant’s
journey.

“If you build the ability to think clearly, stay
consistent and remain rooted in values, the service
will become not just a career but a responsibility

towards society,” he remarked.

Khurshid Ganai (IAS Retd.), former Advisor to the
Governor J&K, in his address, said that the civil
services offer a unique opportunity to transform
governance on the ground and encouraged aspirants
to prepare with sincerity and focused effort.

Earlier, Dean DSW KU, Prof. Parvez Ahmad wel-
comed the guests and said that the University is
continuously creating platforms that guide aspirants
and strengthen their preparation journey.

Director, Centre for Career Counselling, Coaching
and Placement (CCCP) KU, Prof. Nazir Ahmad said
such sessions play a vital role in shaping the mind-
setof youth and giving them clarity on the demands
and expectations of civil services.

The event concluded with an interactive ques-
tion-answer session, during which students engaged
with the speakers on preparation strategies, chal-
lenges, and their experiences in public service. The
session was moderated by Dr. Shahid Ali Khan,
Cultural Officer, DSW KU.

®© 00 ©

J&K Shia Association Observes Ayam-e-Fatima (SA)
with Maijlis-e-Aza at Durbal, Bemina

m  HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, NOV 5: The All
Jammu and Kashmir Shia Asso-
ciation (AJKSA)today heldalarge
Majlis-e-Aza at Durbal, Bemina,
to mark Ayam-e-Fatima (SA) the
days of mourning in remem-
brance of the martyrdom of Haz-
rat Fatima-tu-Zahra (SA), the
beloved daughter of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH).

Thedaybeganwith therecita-
tion of marsiya and elegiac vers-
es that filled the air with deep
emotionas mourners paid heart-
felt tribute to the purity, piety,
and devotion of Bibi Fatima (SA).
Throughout the day, Zakirs and
participants spoke about her life
of sacrifice, steadfast faith, and
her role as a guiding light for
humanity.

Inthe afternoon session, Mol-
viImran Ansari, President of the
AllJ&K Shia Association, delivered
an emotional address highlight-
ing the spiritual and historical
significance of Hazrat Fatima(SA).
Hedescribed heras Sayyidat-un-
Nisa al-Alamin the Leader of the
Women of the Worlds, whose life
embodied humility,compassion,
and unwavering commitment to
truth and justice.

Molvi Ansarispoke about her
as the daughter of the Prophet
(PBUH), the wife of Imam Ali (AS),
and the mother of Imam Hasan
(AS) and Imam Husain (AS). He
recalled the trials and pain that
marked her short life, calling her
notjustasymbol of motherhood
and modesty but also a beacon
of strength and moral courage
whoselegacy continuestoinspire

generations.

He urged the community
especially the women of Jammu
and Kashmir todraw lessons from

her life: to stand firm in faith,

uphold justice, and serve society

with compassion and sincerity.
Thousands of mourners

attended the Majlis-e-Aza,
reflecting the deep love and
respect people hold for Bibi
Fatima (SA). MolviImran Ansa-
riexpressed his gratitude to the
people of Durbal, Bemina for
organizing niyaz for the mourn-
ersand thanked the civiladmin-
istration, particularly DC Bud-
gam and SSP Srinagar, for
ensuring smooth arrangements
and necessary facilities for the
gathering.

The All J&K Shia Association
reaffirmed its resolve to uphold
the message of Ahlul Bayt (AS)
by continuing to organise such
Majalis that strengthen the
spirit of mourning (Azadari),
deepen the love for Ahlul Bayt
(AS), and keep alive the values
of sacrifice, truth, and justice
taught by Bibi Fatima (SA).

Fresh Orders To Restrict Social Media Only In J&K,

Nowhere Else In India: PDP MLA Para

3 Drug Peddlers

B HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, NOV 5: PDP MLA
Waheed ParaonWednesday said that
while the assembly electionsin Jam-
mu and Kashmir were fought to end
silence, fear and suffocation, fresh
orders were issued to monitor and
restrict social media in the Union
territory.

“TheelectioninJammu& Kashmir
was fought to end silence, fear, and
suffocation. People didn’t vote for
control, they voted for dignity, and
the right to speak without fear. One
of the loudest promises made was to
scrap the media, social media gag
policy,” he said in a post on X.

“Yet today, fresh orders to monitor
and restrict social media are being
issued selectively only in Jammu &
Kashmir,nowhereelseinIndia,” Para’s

post read further.

He was commenting on the fresh
exercise launched by the Department
of Information and Public Relations,
seeking details of the persons operat-
ing portals or working for any media
outlet, including portals.

The initiative is part of a drive to
weed out individuals notorious for
spreading fake news and also resort-
ingtomalpractices such as blackmail,
officials said.

“Whatis the Chief Minister’s stand
on this? What does the @CM_]nK,
who also holds the Information port-
folio, have to say?” Para asked.

The MLA from Pulwama asserted
that using “vigilance and monitoring”
as a pretext to intimidate journalists
and police public expression exposes
a disturbing intent to “control narra-
tives, muzzle truth, and drag Jammu
andKashmir furtherintosurveillance.”

“Jammu&Kashmir deserves open-
ness, not oppression; transparency,
nottargeting. This election was fought
to restore trust and dignity, not to
replace one silence with another,” he
added. (Agencies)

Shopian Information Office issues
checklist for media authentication

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN, NOV 5: The
District Information
Office (DIO) Shopian has
issued a detailed check-
list of documents to be
furnished by media
persons for verification
and authentication, as
part of an ongoing drive
to identify genuine
working journalists in the
district.

According to the
notification, the journal-
ists are required to
submit Aadhaar, PAN,
and official ID cards, an
appointment or affilia-

tion letter from their
media organization, and
contact details of their
parent organization,
including full address,
email, and WhatsApp
number.

Additionally, journal-
ists have been asked to
furnish a salary state-
ment for the last six
months, academic
qualification certificates,
and the name of the
digital news portal or
channel they represent.

For those working in
digital media, links to
their Facebook, YouTube,
X (Twitter), and Insta-

gram pages have also
been requested for
official verification.

Officials told the news
agency, Kashmir News
Trust, that the step
follows a broader
directive from the
Department of Informa-
tion and Public Relations
(DIPR) aimed at curbing
the misuse of media
identity cards and
ensuring that only
authorized and actively
working journalists are
recognized for official
purposes.

The move has gener-
ated discussion within

journalist circles, with
some terming it a
necessary measure to
ensure professional
integrity, while others
express concern that
excessive documentation
could discourage
freelancers and small
independent media
outlets.

Authorities, however,
maintain that the
verification is a “routine
process” intended to
strengthen media
credibility and prevent
impersonation or misuse
of press credentials in the
district. [KNT]

Held, Property Of Another
Attached In Udhampur

m HT NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU, NOV 5: Three drug peddlers were
arrested along with heroin while the property of
another peddler was attached in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Udhampur district on Wednesday, a police
spokesperson said.

The arrest of the trio took the total number of
drug peddlers nabbed in Udhampur so far this year
to 156, the spokesperson said.

He said Pawan Kumar of Dansal and Rajinder
Kumar of Manwal were arrested after 5 grams and
4.2 grams of heroin were recovered from their pos-
session during frisking in Majalta area.

Police also intercepted a two-wheeler driven by
Kazim Ashraf, a resident of Bhaderwah and seized
7.18 grams of heroin from him, the spokesperson

said.

Three separate cases under relevant sections of
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act
were registered against the arrested peddlers, he
said.

In another incident, the spokesperson said the
police attached property worth Rs 50 lakh belong-
ing todrug peddler Amit Singh under the provisions
of the NDPS Act.

Quoting investigations, he said Singh, from Son-
than village, had acquired a residential house with
land in his native village and a motorcycle from
proceeds of narcotics trade.

“Onthe basis of material evidence and the inves-
tigations, both the properties of Singh were attached
for further legal proceedings,” he said. (Agencies)
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JU School of Biotechnology, JKSTIC host One-Day Workshop on “Startups
and Skill Development: Translqhonal Research from Lab to Market”

m  HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

JAMMU,NOVEMBER 05: The
School of Biotechnology, Uni-
versity of Jammu, in collaboration
with the JK Science Technology
& Innovation Council (JKSTIC),
on Wednesday successfully or-
ganized a one-day workshop on
“Startups and Skill Development:
Translational Research from Lab
toMarket" here, University Cam-
pus.

The event brought together
scientists, academicians, entre-
preneurs to encourage research
scholarsand studentstoleverage
their scientific research and
knowledge into viable startup
ventures and market-ready in-
novations.

The workshop was convened
by Director School of Biotechnol-
ogy, Prof. Sanjana Kaul and Ad-
ditional Director JKSTIC, Mush-
taq Ahmad Bhat.

Assistant Director JKSTIC
Shruti Khanna and Associate
Professor School of Biotechnol-
ogy University of Jammu DrRitu
Mahajan acted as oganising
secretaries.

The event was inaugurated
by Dean Academic Affairs, Uni-
versity of Jammu Prof. ]. P. Singh
Joorel, who graced the occasion
as the Chief Guest.

In his address, Prof. Joorel
highlighted the need tointegrate

research outcomes with the
entrepreneurship initiatives to
boostinnovation-drivengrowth
in the region. He underscored
the importance of workshop
and stated that the three key
pillars of academic and scien-
tific growth are teaching, re-
search and the extension of
research through its transfor-
mationinto field applications.
He emphasized that the true
value of research is realized
whenideasare translated into
tangible outcomes.

The Guest of Honour, Dean
Faculty of Life Sciences, Univer-
sity of Jammu Prof. Yash pal
Sharma, delivered aninsightful
address, encouraging students
andresearchers to think beyond
publications and patents, focus-
ing instead on the real-world
applications of their work and
pursuing a visionary, goal-ori-
ented career path.

Prof. Sharma highlighted that
India’s true strength lies in re-
search across diverse domains
suchasagriculture, medical sci-
ences and others, noting that
the nation currently ranks fourth
globally in terms of economy
and with persistence and col-
laboration across disciplines, is
poised toreach the third position
soon. Prof. Sharma also noted
that the government has been
supporting the startups, con-
tributing significantly to the

bioeconomy and promoting
translational research and con-
cluded by emphasizing that suc-
cessinthese endeavoursrequires
trusted leadership and person-
al discipline.

Earlier, Prof. Sanjana Kaul,
Director School of Biotechnol-
ogy and Convenor of the work-
shop, welcomed the dignitaries
and the participants. She reaf-
firmed the vision of Prof. Umesh
Rai, Vice Chancellor of the Uni-
versity and thanked him for
encouraging conduct of such
events in the Campus.

The technical Sessions fea-
tured talks by two eminent in-

vited speakers: Inthe first tech-
nical session Dr.Saurabh Saran,
Senior Principal Scientist, Fer-
mentation and Microbial Bio-
technology Division, Head, [lIM-
Technology Business Incubator
and OSD Industrial Biotech Parks
(UT of J&K) delivered an insight-
ful lecture on “Development of
an Entrepreneurial Ecosystem
to Support Agri-based Startups
in]J&K,” highlighting successful
stories oflab-to-market transi-
tion and the pivotal role of in-
cubators, such as BioNEST, in
nurturing biotechnology start-
ups. He discussed the key chal-
lenges faced by startups, includ-

ing the lack of innovation and
entrepreneurship, limited invest-
ment opportunities, and issues
related to the ease of doing busi-
ness.

Dr. Saran also emphasized
the advantages offered by gov-
ernment initiatives. He also
highlighted the facilities avail-
able at C.S.I.R. IIIM, Jammu for
fostering startup culture. The
session was chaired by Prof. B.
K Bajaj, School of Biotechnol-
ogy.

The second session followed
intoanimmersive and interac-
tive session by Dr. Khalid
Masoodi, Associate Professor/

Senior Scientist, Division of
Plant Biotechnology, SKUAST-
Kashmir, Director Cashmir
BioTech Pvt. Ltd, SKIIE, SKUAST
Kashmirandalsoadistinguished
alumnus of the School of Bio-
technology, JU who shared his
entrepreneurial journey and
insights into building research
- driven biotech enterprises.
He spoke about his startup
Cashmir BioTech Pvt. Ltd es-
tablished in September 2022
under the Government of India’s
Make in India and Self-Reliant
India initiatives.

The company’s flagship
product, Magic Food Taxo, is a
patented functional food sup-
plement containing an anti-
cancer molecule derived from
an underutilized edible plant
native to Kashmir. Clinically
proven to alleviate prostate
cancer, benign prostate hyper-
plasia (BPH)and lower urinary
tract symptoms (LUTS), it works
by targeting the Androgen Re-
ceptor and has shown tumor
reduction and improved sur-
vival in preclinical models.
Other notable products of his
venture include Iron Revive
Herb (a natural iron supple-
ment), ZincMag Natural (for uric
acid management), and Isabgol
Psyllium Husk Powder (a fiber
supplement).

The workshop concluded
with an engaging interaction

session where participants
discussed challenges and op-
portunities in translational
research and startup ventures
followed by a Wrap-up Session
by Dr. Nisha Kapoor, Senior As-
sistant Professor, School of
Biotechnology, University of
Jammu. The rapporteursofthe
technical sessionsincluded Dr.
Yashpal Khajuria, Dr. Ankit
Mahajan and Dr. Sheetal Am-
bardar, Assistant professorsin
the School, who presented gist
of the technical sessions of the
workshop.

The workshop was at-
tended by faculty members
from various Life Science de-
partments of the University.
Prof. Seema Langer, Prof. Nam-
rata Sharma, Prof. Pankaj Ku-
mar, Dr. Sikander Pal Chaud-
hary, Dr. Parvinder Kumar, Dr.
Amit Gupta, Dr. Neeraj Shar-
ma, Dr. Ripu Daman, Dr. Chin-
moy Maharana, Dr. Skarma
and Mr. Peerzada Shoaib Ha-
mid from JKSTIC.

The eventreceived enthu-
siastic participation from
students, research scholars,
and faculty members, reflect-
ing the growing interest in
entrepreneurship and innova-
tion within the academic com-
munity. Dr. Mehak Gupta
conducted the proceedings of
the entire event.

Yudhvir Singh Charak earns India A
call-up for Rising Stars Asia Cup

m HT NEWS DESK

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 5 :In a moment of pride for Jam-

556th Parkash Purab of Shri Guru Nanak Dev Ji celebrated with

great devotion at Gurudwara Singh Sabha, Poonch
DC & SSP Poonch extends greehngs To S|kh commum’ry

muand Kashmir cricket, Yudhveer Singh Charak, anemerg-
ing fast bowler and dynamic lower-order batsman, has
been named in the India A squad for the upcoming Rising
Stars Asia Cup, set to take place in Doha, Qatar, from No-
vember 14 to 23 at the West End International Cricket
Stadium.The Senior Selection Committee of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) announced the squad,
acknowledging Yudhveer’s stellar domestic performanc-
es and his growing stature as a reliable all-rounder.

Renowned for his sharp pace, disciplined line and
length, and his ability to deliver crucial runs down the
order, Yudhvir has steadily carved a niche for himself in
India’s competitive cricketing landscape.

Congratulating him on the achievement, Brig Anil Gup-
ta, Member Administration of the Jammu and Kashmir
Cricket Association (JKCA), expressed immense pride in
Yudhvir’s selection. “Well done, Yudhvir. Grab this oppor-
tunity and showcase your talent. Your selectionisan honour
not only for you but for the entire cricketing fraternity of
Jammu and Kashmir. We are confident that you will make
boththeregionand the country proud,” Brig Guptaremarked.
Officials of the JKCAlauded Yudhvir'sinclusionas atestament
to the association’s ongoing mission to nurture and elevate
cricketing talent from the Union Territory. They emphasized
that his journey from the local grounds of Jammu to the
national stage exemplifies the fruits of dedication, discipline,
and perseverance. His success, they noted, will undoubt-
edly serve as a source of inspiration for aspiring cricketers
across Jammu and Kashmir to pursue their dreams with
renewed passionand purpose. AsIndiaAgearsuptoface some
of Asia’s most promising young teams, fans across the region
arerallyingbehind Yudhvir Singh Charak, hoping that his skills
and determination will shine bright at the continental tourna-
ment and bring glory to both the nation and his home Union
Territory.

India A placed in Group B alongside Oman, UAE and
Pakistan A, will play its first league match against UAE on
November 14, second against Pakistan A on November 16
and third against Oman on November 18 at West End
International Cricket Stadium, Doha.

The team: Priyansh Arya, Vaibhav Suryanshi, Nehal
Wadhera, Naman Dhir (V Captain), Suryansh Shedge, Jitesh
Sharma (Captain, WK), Ramandeep Singh, Harsh Dubey,
Ashutosh Sharma, Yash Thakur, Gurjapneet Singh, Vijay
Kumar Vyshak, Yudhvir Singh Charak, Abhishek Porel,
Suyash Sharma.

m  HTNEWS DESK / DIPR

POONCH, NOVEMBER 5: The

556th Parkash Purab of Shri Guru
Nanak Dev Ji was celebrated with
great enthusiasm and religious
fervour across Poonch district.

The main function was held

at Gurudwara Singh Sabha,
Poonch, under the supervision
of Shrimaan Mahant Manjeet
Singh Ji of Dera Santpura Nan-
gali Sahib. Mahant Sahib Ji ex-
tended heartfelt greetings and
best wishes to the devotees and
urged them to wake up early in
the morning, remember the Al-
mighty and lead a life guided by
the principles of truth, compas-
sion and humility as taught by
Guru Nanak Dev Ji.

The celebrations began with

the completion of Shri Akhand
Path Sahib, followed by soulful

Gurbani Kirtan rendered by re-
nowned Ragi Jathas including
Bhai Balwinder Singh Ladi(Hazuri
RagiSachkhand Shri Darbar Sa-
hib), Bhai Jitanpal Singh from
Kashmir, Bhai Harcharan Singh,
Bhai Ranjeet Singh (UP), Bhai
Rasmeet Singh, Bhai Bupinder
Singh, Bhai Sartaj Singh, Bhai
Manjeet Singh Bali and others.

Prominent preachers, includ-
ing Dr. Harsimranjeet Singh
(Professor University of Jammu),
specially visited Poonch besides
BhaiRavinder Singh and others,
delivered enlightening Gurbani
Vichaar and shared insights from
the life and teachings of Guru
Nanak Dev Ji, the founder of Sikh-
ism, who was born on April 15,
1469, at Talwandi (now Nankana
Sahib, Pakistan).

The event witnessed the pres-
ence of Deputy Commissioner

Poonch, Ashok Kumar Sharma,
SSPPoonch, Shafket Hussain Bhat,
ASP Mohan Lal, Dysp HQ Neeraj
Sharma, and other officers from
civil and police administration.
They also extended heartfelt
greetings to the Sikh commu-
nity on the auspicious occasion
of Guru Nanak Dev Ji's Parkash
Purab.

President of DGPC, S. Narind-
er Singh, addressed the Sangat
and highlighted the divine teach-
ings of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, em-
phasizing peace, equality and
humanity.

The proceedings of the pro-
gramme and Gurbani Vichaar
were conducted by the General
Secretary, DGPC. S.Harcharan
Singh.

The ceremony concluded with
the Hukamnamarecited by Shri-
maan Mahant Manjeet Singh Ji.

Guru Purab celebrated with great devotion in Kupwara

DC extends greehngs ’ro Sikh communl’ry

m  HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

KUPWARA NOVEMBER 5: Depu-

ty Commissioner Kupwara, Shrikant
Suse,accompanied by SSPHandwara,
Sahil Sarangal and ACR Kupwara, vis-
ited Gurudwara Maidan-e-Chogal,
Handwaraon the auspicious occasion
of Guru Purab, the Prakash Parv of Sri
Guru Nanak Dev Ji. On the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner and SSP inter-
acted with the local Sikh community,
offering prayers and extended warm
wishes to the devotees.

Rahul Gandhi’s remarks divisive,
irresponsible: Raman Suri

m  HT NEWS DESK

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 5 : JAMMU, November 5: Bharati-

DDC Chairman and MLAs Inaugurate New FORCE Motors

Authorised Workshop at Bhagtha Near Katra

B HT NEWS DESK

KATRA, NOVEMBER 5 : In a
significant development for the
automobile sector of the region,
DDC Chairman Reasi, Sh. Saraf
Singh Nag, along with Hon'ble
MLAs of AC57 &58, Sh. Baldev Raj
Sharmaand Sh. Kuldeep Raj Dubey,
inaugurated the Authorised Work-
shop of FORCE Motors at Bhagtha
near Katra.

The newly established facil-
ity offers comprehensive ser-
vices, including vehicle repair,
sale of genuine spare parts, and

cilities.

®© 00 ©

maintenance for the entire range
of Force brand vehicles. The
workshop will cater to custom-
ers from both Reasi and Ud-
hampur districts, providing
them quality services at their
doorstep —amuch-needed re-
lief for those who earlier had
to travel to Jammu for such fa-

Speaking on the occasion, DDC
Chairman Sh. Saraf Singh Nag
commended Force Motors for its
pivotal role in strengthening
India’s healthcare and transport
sectors. He highlighted that the

majority of the country’s ambu-
lance fleet comprises Force ve-
hicles, known for their durabil-

and reliability.

ity and performance. He further
added that nearly 90% of pas-
senger vehicles operating in the
nation’s tourism sector are
manufactured by Force Motors,
which demonstrates the com-
pany’s commitment to quality

The Entrepreneur and Pro-
prietor of the new workshop, Mr.
Ranjeet Singh, expressed his deep
gratitude to the dignitaries, com-
pany officials, and local admin-
istration for their continuous
supportinsetting up the venture.
He said that the workshop will

development.

and adjoining areas.

not only provide efficient after-
sales service to Force vehicle
owners but also open avenues
for local employment and skill

The event was attended by
Sarpanches Mangal Singh (Katra),
Krishna Singh, and Ranbir Thakur,
along with senior officials of Force
Motors — Mr. Joshi(Business Head),
Mr.Sandeep Rana, and Mr.Rajinder.
Alarge number of locals and me-
diarepresentatives were also pres-
ent, marking the eventasaproud
moment for the people of Reasi

ya Janata Party (BJP) executive member Raman Suri has
strongly criticised Congress leader Rahul Gandhi for his
recent comments alleging caste dominance within nation-
al institutions, including the Indian Army. Suri termed the
remarks irresponsible, divisive, and detrimental to national
unity. He said the Indian Army has always upheld merit,
equality and national integrity, and any attempt to portray
it through the prism of caste was misleading and harmful.

“The Indian Army has no place for caste, creed or region.
Questioning its character for political mileage is unacceptable
and demoralising to those who safeguard our borders,” he
said. He questioned the basis of Rahul Gandhi’s claim regard-
ing caste representation in the armed forces and said such
statements damage public trust and fuel social discord.
Raman Suri said that while Rahul Gandhi speaks repeat-
edly about representation, he should first disclose caste
representation within the Congress party and its organisa-
tional structure, especially given Congress’ past opposition
to reservations during Rajiv Gandhi’s tenure.

Herecalled that during Congress governments, includ-
ing Rajiv Gandhi’s tenure, there was strong opposition to
OBC reservation. He added that while the BJP stands for
inclusive growth and social justice, the Congress contin-
ues to play politics over people’s emotions and identities.
“If Rahul Gandhi is truly committed to social justice, why
does he not start by ensuring fair representation in his
own party?” Suriasked. He further stated thatIndia needs
development, education, empowerment and equal op-
portunity, not constant attempts to divide society along
caste lines.

Suri also criticised the J&K Congress committee for
“toeing the same divisive line and encouraging politics
that lowers public discourse and threatens social har-
mony.” He urged political parties to prioritise unity, prog-
ress and constructive politics.
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Devyani Rana will win with record margin in Nagrota: Bali Bhagat

Slams Omar Abdulla

B HT NEWS DESK

NAGROTA, NOVEMBERS5 : Senior
BJP leader and former Minister Bali
Bhagat, while addressing an election
campaign rally at Malpur area of Na-
grota Assembly Constituency, expressed
strong confidence that BJP candidate
Devyani Rana will win with a record
margin.

Hesaid the people of Nagrota have
made up their minds to reject the
candidates of “bagoda” (runaway) par-
ties that only misled them with hollow
promises.

“This time, voters are standing
firmly with development and decisive
leadership. Devyani Rana represents
the youth, women empowerment,and
progress that Nagrota truly deserves,”
Bhagat stated.

Bali Bhagat strongly criticized for-
mer Chief Minister Omar Abdullah,

accusing himof misleading the people
of Jammu and Kashmir by repeatedly
citing the restoration of statehood as
an excuse for inaction.

BaliBhagat said that the argument
of “noworkuntil statehood is restored”
cannotbe accepted, asthe government
currently holds all necessary powers
tocarry out welfare and development
activities.

He asserted thatinstead of making
excuses, leaders should focus on uti-
lizing their authority to work for the
welfare and progress of the people.

“This excuse will not work. Even
without statehood, the administration
has all powers in hand. I want to say
clearly — stop misleading people and
start using your authority for their
welfare,” Bhagat stated.

He further emphasized that the
people of Jammu and Kashmirexpect
responsible leadership that focuses

h for misleading people over Statehood Issue

on development, employment gen-
eration, and improvement in basic
amenities rather than political rheto-
ric.

Bhagat said that continuous blame
games and emotional appeals serve
no purpose when urgent attention is
needed toward theregion’srealissues.

The senior BJP leader reiterated
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
government is fully committed to
ensuring peace, progress,and prosper-
ity in Jammu and Kashmir.

He urged opposition parties torise
above politics and contribute construc-
tively to the ongoing development
efforts in the Union Territory.

“Time has come to prioritize peo-
ple’s needs over political narratives.
Jammuand Kashmiris moving forward,
and every leader must play a positive
role in shaping its future,” Bhagat
added.

Highlighting BJP’s commitment to
inclusive growth, he added that the
party’s development-oriented policies
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi
have transformed every sector.

Bhagat urged people to ensure
DevyaniRana’s resounding victory to
further strengthen the mission of peace,
prosperity, and progress in Jammu
and Kashmir.

On the occasion those who joined
the party included Suneet Singh (Retd.
SI, JKP), Karan Singh (Retd. Police Of-
ficial), Partap Singh (Revenue Official),
and Jail Lal.

Prominent leaders present on the
occasion were Senior BJP leader Sukh
Dev Singh Jamwal, senior leader Pawan
Sharma, Retd. Capt. Tilak Raj, Mano-
har Lal (Ex-Panch), Rashpal Bhagat,
Ravi Kumar, Jaspal Tinku, and sev-
eral other party workers and sup-
porters.

Vinay Gupta Intensifies Door-to-Door Campaign in Panchayat
Dansaal, Nagrota Constituency

B HT NEWS DESK

NAGROTA, NOVEMBER 5 :To
accelerate the fervent display of
grassroots mobilization ahead of
the crucial Nagrota Assembly by-
election, BJP senior leader and BJP
Prabhari Akhnoor District Vinay
Gupta conducted an intensive
door-to-door campaign in Pan-
chayat Dansaal, a key rural pock-
et within the Nagrota Constitu-
ency.Leading ateam of dedicated
party workers andlocal volunteers,
Gupta's spirited outreach aimed
to bolster the candidacy of Su-
shri Devyani Rana, the Bharatiya
JanataParty's (BJP) official nomi-
nee and the beloved daughter of
the late Nagrota MLA, Devender
Singh Rana. This campaign un-
derscores the BJP's unwavering
commitment to carrying forward
the legacy of development and
inclusive governance thatdefined
Devender Singh Rana's tenure,

while resonating with the aspira-
tionsof the constituency'sresidents.

The door-to-door initiative,
which unfolded under clear No-
vember skies, saw Gupta and his
entourage visiting numerous
households across Dansaal's wind-
ing lanes and verdant farmlands.
Accompanied by local Sarpanch-
es, Panches, and BJP booth-level
agents, the campaign focused on

directinteractions with families,
farmers, women self-help groups,
and youth collectives. Vinay Gup-
ta, known for his affable demean-
or and deep-rooted connection
to the region's socio-political
fabric, emphasized the transfor-
mative vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's government,
highlighting how it has ushered
inaneraof peace, prosperity,and

empowerment inJammu & Kash-
mir. He stated that "DevyaniRana
is not just a candidate; she is the
embodiment of continuity and
renewal. Her father, Devender Singh
Rana, was avisionary leader who
bridged the gap between policy
and people. Today, we are knock-
ing on every door to ensure his
dreams of a self-reliant Nagrota
become a reality," Gupta articu-
lated during one suchinteraction
atthehome of alocal farmer, where
he pledged enhanced irrigation
facilities and agricultural subsidies
under BJP's pro-farmer schemes.

In Dansaal, a panchayat char-
acterized by its agricultural vi-
brancy and close-knit communi-
ties, Gupta highlighted specific
BJP achievements tailored to
local needs: the construction of
all-weather roads connecting
remote hamlets, the establish-
mentof solar-powered streetlights
to combat rural darkness, and

skill-training programs that have
empowered over hundreds local
youth withemployable expertise
in sectors like horticulture and
tourism.He added that "The Modi
government's mantra of 'Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas' is not a slo-
gan—it's a lived reality in Na-
grota. Under Devyani Rana's
leadership, we will accelerate
this momentum, ensuring every
household benefits from equi-
table growth,” he asserted while
distributing campaign literature
and BJP memorabilia to enthu-
siastic supporters.

As the by-election draws
nearer, the BJP's campaign ma-
chineryisinoverdrive, with Vinay
Gupta'sdoor-to-door blitzin Dan-
saalservingasamicrocosmofthe
party'sgroundswell. Heremergence
alsoaligns with the BJP's push for
women's leadership, reflecting the
party's broader national agenda
of Nari Shakti.

Kakapora farmers struggle as
flood-destroyed paddy
remains unharvested,

uncompensated

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, NOV 05: Scores of farmers in the Kaka-
pora belt of south Kashmir’s Pulwama district are yet to
harvest their paddy crop this season - not because they
don’t want to, but because the entire yield was destroyed
in the September floods and is now lying rotten in water-
logged fields.

Farmers told the news agency—Kashmir News Ob-
server (KNO) that almost two months have passed since
the floods, yet large portions of agricultural land in Ka-
kapora are still submerged.

“We haven’'t even been able to step into our fields. The
paddy has turned black and rotten. There is no point in
cutting it now as it is totally useless,” said Abdul Rashid,
a farmer from Kakapora.

Farmers said they were hoping that the government
would announce a “realistic” compensation package to
help them recover from the heavy losses. However,
many alleged that the relief being given is extremely
inadequate.

“Some of our neighbours have received just around Rs
800 per kanal. What will we do with that? This amount
cannot even cover our fertiliser cost, let alone labour and
other expenses,” said another farmer, Shabir Ahmad.

He added that the paddy crop takes months of labour,
irrigation, and inputs — and now everything has gone to
waste.

Most of the affected farmers said they have not re-
ceived even a single rupee so far. “We spent thousands
of rupees on seed, pesticides and labour. The entire
harvestis gone... Ifthe governmentreally wants to save
farmers from collapse, it must revise the compensation
and release it at the earliest,” said Ghulam Nabi, an-
other farmer.

Farmers said they depend on the income from the crop
to sustain their households for several months, and inad-
equate compensation will leave families financially bro-
ken.

They appealed to the government to conduct a fresh
assessment of losses and ensure that compensation is
meaningful. “Compensation should at least match the
expenses of a full paddy cycle. Anything lessis like adding
salt to our wounds,” they said.

Farmersin Kakapora urged the districtadministration
to personally visit the affected sites so that the ground
reality canbe understood “with eyes, not through papers.”

They have sought the attention of Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah and Agriculture Minister Javed Ahmad Dar in
this regard—(KNO)
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Army Organised a Motivational Lecture By
Gallantry Awardee at Lam, Rajouri

B HT NEWS DESK

RAJOURI, NOVEMBER 5 :The
Indian Army organised a Motiva-
tional Lecture by Nk Chaudary Ram,
SM, a gallantry awardee, at Govern-
ment High School, Lam on 04 Nov
2025.The initiative aimed to inspire
and empower the youth and local
populace through real-life stories
of courage, resilience and leader-
ship.

During the session, Nk Chaudary
Ram, SM shared his personal experi-
ences of bravery and sacrifice, high-
lighting the indomitable spirit and
valour of the Indian Army during
various operations.

His words deeply motivated the
students and youth to serve the
nation by joining the Armed Forc-
es and contributing asresponsible
citizens. He also encouraged ev-
eryone to hoist the National Flag
at their homes as a symbol of uni-

ty and patriotism. The lecture cre-
ated an atmosphere of pride and
national spirit, leaving a lasting
impression on all attendees. The
event was attended by 22 students
and 2 teachers from the school and

was greatly appreciated by all. Such
interactions with war heroes play
acrucial role in nurturing patriotism
and motivating the younger gen-
eration to contribute to the nation’s
security and development.

Hopes return for tourism
revival as snow blankets
Sonamarg

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL, NOV 05: The picturesque tourist desti-
nation of Sonamarg witnessed a fresh snowfall last evening,
covering its meadows and upper reaches in a pristine
white blanket, thereby reviving hopes for a strong winter
tourism season in the Valley.

Officials from the Meteorological (MeT) depart-
ment had predicted light snowfall over higher reach-
es of Kashmir, with more spells expected in coming
days.

Local tourism stakeholders said the early snowfall is
a positive sign for the tourism industry, which had seen
a slow phase in recent months.

Waseem Ahmad, a local tourism associate, told the
news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), “This is
November’s first snowfall and we are very excited. It’s a
much-needed boost for tourism. We hope this early snow-
fall brings back tourists and sets the season on the right
track.”

Bilal Ahmad, a travel operator from Ganderbal, said
inquiries have already begun. “Since the snowfall start-
ed, we've been getting calls from tourists who want to
visit Sonamarg. People have seen snow pictures on
social media and now they want to experience it,” he
said.

Locals dependent on tourism also expressed joy.
Gh Hassan, a pony owner, said, “Snow means work
for us. Tourists come here for the snow and our live-
lihood improves. We are hopeful this winter will be
better.”

Irshad, who runs a tea stall near the market, told KNO,
“Tourists love Kehwa in winter. This snowfall gives new
hope after a slow summer season.”

The snowfall comes at a crucial time when tourism
players are working torestore confidence among travelers
after the Pahalgam incident earlier this year, which had
raised concerns among the visitors and affected travel
sentiment. “This fresh snowfall is nature’s way of saying
Kashmir is ready to welcome tourists again,” a local ho-
telier said.

Tourists, who were enjoying themselves in Sonamarg,
expressed delight at witnessing the snowfall.

Ravi Sharma, avisitor from Delhi, said, “We came here
for a peaceful holiday, and snowfall made it magical. Kash-
mir’s beauty is unmatched.”

Another tourist Rubani from Delhi while talking
with KNO, said, “We felt a little worried because of the
reports from Pahalgam, but the experience here has
been safe and beautiful. The snowfall has made our trip
unforgettable.”

Tourism players believe the timely snowfall will draw
more travelers in coming weeks. “When snow falls early,
life returns to this place, from hotels to ponywalas to tea
shops, everyone benefits,” said Shah Adil, a shopkeeperin
Sonamarg—(KNO)

‘Mufti family caused more harm than Sheikh family’: Altaf Bukhari

Says PDP will never come to power again, urges people to choose leadership beyond family politics

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM, NOV 05: Apni
Party president Syed Moham-
mad Altaf Bukhari on Wednes-
day accused the Mufti family
of "causing more harm" than
the Sheikh family in Jammu and
Kashmir. He appealed to people
to choose their leader beyond
these families.

Addressing a gathering here,
Bukhari, as per the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), targeted the former chief
minister and Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) president
Mehbooba Mufti. “She (Meh-
booba) has lost the power and
isinsearch ofit. She will never
get the power again until the
party gets new leadership,” he
said. "This (Mufti) family has

caused more harm than the
Sheikh family here.”

He asked, “Are we supposed
toremain dependent on fam-
ilies. The people must think
beyond these parties.”" Bukhari
said his son and family are not
associated with politics. “Iam
a common man like you,” he
said.

Reacting to the slogans by
the PDP candidate without nam-
ing him during the speech, the
Apni Party chiefsaid itis shame-
ful that the person calling him-
selfareligious leader has linked
the pious ‘Kalima’ with "some-
thing which even non-Muslim
can’t do".

Meanwhile, in a statement,
Bukhari welcomed the govern-
ment’s decision to begin the
process of converting the Ra-

jbagh footbridge over the River
Jhelum (near the Silk Factory)
into a motorable bridge.

He said that the earlier deci-
sion to alter the nature of the
project was “foolish, short-
sighted, and ill-advised”, which
reflected alack of understand-
ing of administrative priorities
and public interest on the part
of the then chief minister, Me-
hbooba Mufti.

"It should be investigated
why this project, conceived as
a motorable bridge, was later
altered and converted into
merely a footbridge, despite
expert opinion favouring its
construction as a motorable
bridge, although a substantial
amount of Rs 12 crore had al-
ready been spent toinitiate the
projectinthat form," the former

minister said. “It should be in-
vestigated who benefited from
altering this project.”

Bukharisaid the bridge was
originally conceived as a motor-
able structure to help decongest
traffic in and around the city
centre.

"lvividly recall how, as the
concerned minister and MLA
representing the area, I had
convinced the then Chief Min-
ister, Mufti (Sayeed) Sahib, to
approve its construction for that
very purpose.

The foundation work was
accordingly undertaken with
that objective,” he said. “Sad-
ly, that vision was derailed.
His daughter, Mehbooba Muf-
ti, during her tenure as chief
minister, unfortunately altered
the nature of the project, con-

vertingitinto a mere footbridge
just to favour some of her ac-
quaintances.”

“Displaying her Nadirshahi
behaviour, she (Mehbooba) uni-
laterally decided to downgrade
the project, leaving the public
disheartened and the area’s
traffic woes unresolved,” the
statement said.

Welcoming the present gov-
ernment’s decision, the Apni
Party president said, “I sin-
cerely appreciate the present
government’s decision to rec-
tify that misstep and restore
the bridge toitsoriginal purpose
— a fully functional motorable
link. This long-awaited develop-
ment will not only ease traffic
congestion but will also fulfil
a long-cherished aspiration of
the people.”—(KNO)
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New life needs to be
infused in RTI Actin J&K

Jammu & Kashmir had the distinction of
having a strong Right to Information (RTI) Act
of 2009 and the same was being viewed as a
revolutionary step in the process where-in an
ordinary person can seek information from
any government department. Since the cen-
tral RTI was implemented in 2005 the civil
society activists of Jammu & Kashmir along
with other important stakeholders including
advocates came forward andimproved upon
the Central RTI Act of 2005.

The loopholes and the shortcomings in the
central RTl Act were thoroughly studied by the
concerned stakeholders following which the
allimportant RTl Act of Jammu & Kashmircame
into existence in 2009. Civil society activists,
advocates and otherimportant people across
the country acknowledged that the Jammu
& Kashmir RTl Actis much more powerful than
the central RTl Act. The significant feature of
the Jammu & Kashmir RTI Act was that the
second appellate authority was directed to
dispose of amatter within aperiod of 120 days
once the officer is approached by an RTI
applicant.

As there is no such provision in the central
RTI Act the success of the RTI Act in Jammu &
Kashmir is more visible as compared to the
other states and union territories of the coun-
try. For the 10 years or so the RTlI Act was a
success in the state of Jammu & Kashmir but
the scenario changed in 2019. The Article 370
was abrogated on August 5, 2019 and the state
of Jammu & Kashmir was downgraded into
two union territories of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh.

Following this Jammu & Kashmir came under
the direct control of the Home Ministry and alll
the central acts were extended to the present
union territory. As a result of this the Jammu &
Kashmir RTI Act of 2009 got replaced by the
Central RTlI Act of 2005. Once thisbecame the
reality the RTl Act became weak in the union
territory and the officers started to dictate the
terms to the information seekers. As on date
most of the officers give a damn to the RTI
applications.

The information seekers are disturbed over
the present trend and they want the officers
to be made accountable as was being done
priorto August 5, 2019. The RTl Actneedstobe
given a fillip in Jammu & Kashmir so that the
RTl applicants are relieved and able to getthe
information as desired by them through their
receptive applications.

Between Mountains and Nation:
Ladakh’s Demand for Sixth
Schedule, Statehood

Yawer Hamid

s D

Ladakh, the serene “land of
monks” hasonce again found itself
atthe crossroads of political aspira-
tion and national strategy. The
recent upsurge in demands for
inclusion under the Sixth Schedule
of the Indian Constitution and the
call for full statehood reflect the
region’s enduring desire for self-
governance, cultural preservation,
and control over its resources. Yet,
these aspirations are intertwined
with India’s security concerns,
given Ladakh’s sensitive geopo-
litical position bordering both
Chinaand Pakistan.Ladakh’s polit-
ical journey traces back to 1834
when General Zorawar Singh
annexed it to the Dogra-ruled
Jammu under the Sikh Empire.
Following the First Anglo-Sikh War,
the region came under British
suzerainty, and later under the
princely state of Jammu and Kash-
mir. Over time, Ladakh became a
hub for traders, missionaries, and
explorers, but its political repre-
sentation remained limited. After
India’s independence in 1947, the
region experienced major military
confrontationsthe 1947-48 war,
the 1962 Sino-Indian War, and the
1999 Kargil conflictcementing its
status as a strategically vital yet

heavily militarized frontier.Politi-
calreformsinthe 1990s, including
the creation of autonomous hill
councilsinLehand Kargil, brought
limited self-rule. However, the
reorganization of Jammuand Kash-
mirinAugust 2019, which granted
LadakhUnionTerritory status with-
out a legislative assembly, reig-
nited long-standing discontent.The
absence ofanelected body, coupled
with bureaucratic control by the
Union Ministry of Home Affairs,
hasintensified feelings of margin-
alization.With over 97% of its pop-
ulation belonging to Scheduled
Tribes, Ladakh’s leaders and civil
society groups are demanding
inclusion under the Sixth Schedule
aconstitutional provision that safe-
guards tribal regions through
autonomous Districtand Regional
Councils, currentlyinforceinselect
northeastern states. The Leh Apex
Body (LAB)and Kargil Democratic
Alliance (KDA) have jointly sought
constitutional safeguards, a Public
Service Commission, enhanced
representation in Parliament and
ultimately full statehood to ensure
legislative empowerment.
Supportersargue that suchmea-
sures would protect Ladakh’s frag-
ile cultural identity, provide

employment opportunities and
promote participatory governance.
Yet, critics caution that Ladakh'’s
small population, dependence on
central funds, and proximity to the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) pose
challenges to full-fledged state-
hood. Concerns also persist over
potential factionalism between the
Buddhist-majority Lehand Muslim-
majority Kargil regions.Inresponse,
the central government established
aHigh-Powered Committeein 2024
to deliberate on these issues and
extend certain administrative and
employmentsafeguards.Still,delays
and uncertainty continue to fuel
frustration among the youth and
local leadership.

Ultimately, the Ladakh question
isnotmerely about political status
itis about balancing identity, gov-
ernance and national security.
Achieving this balance demands a
democratic framework that
empowers Ladakh’s people without
weakening India’s strategic integ-
rityTheroad ahead liesin fostering
dialogue, ensuring accountability,
and building an inclusive model of
development that respects both
the mountains and the nation.

hamidyawerl4@gmail.com
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Smile - The Voice Of Pain

> Vel

m MOOLRAJ

In today’s world, where pain hides behind every
screen, where faces are busy but hearts are empty,
where health is collapsing under stress and minds
are drowninginanxiety, the power of a simple smile
has almost been forgotten. We scroll endlessly
through images of laughter, but within ourselves,
we have forgotten how to genuinely smile.

A smile seems like a small gesture, but in truth,
it is a silent prayer of hope, a light in the darkness,
and a shield against despair. It costs nothing, yet it
carries the power to heal, connect, and transform
lives.

When you smile, you don’t just move your lips—
youmove your soul toward gratitude and peace. You
tell the world that despite pain, you still believe in
goodness. You silently whisper that your heart still
hopes.

Look around in today’s generation—people are
rushing, competing, comparing, and breaking under
invisible pressure. Mental health has become one
of the world’s deepest wounds, yet it often hides
behind artificial smiles on social media. We live in
times where success is measured in likes, beauty in
filters, and happiness in possessions.

Amidstthis chaos,areal smile—born out of faith,
kindness, or contentment—has become rare, like a
drop of water in the desert. Yet that drop is power-
ful enough to bring life back to dry hearts.

When we smile sincerely, our brain releases
endorphins and serotonin, the natural mood-lifters
thatcalmour nervous system, lower stress,and even
strengthen theimmune system. Science proves what
our souls already know—that smiling heals, and it
brings a touch of light even to the darkest corners
of the heart.

Our health today is collapsing not just because
of diseases, but because of sadness and exhaustion.
People suffer from hypertension, insomnia, and
anxiety not only due to lifestyle choices but also
because of the emotional storms they silently fight
every day.

A smile, though small, becomes a medicine that
doesn’tcomein pills. It reminds the body to breathe,
torelax,and tolive. Evenduringillness, smiling helps
the body recover faster by boosting immunity and
reducing pain through the release of natural pain-
killers. A patient who smiles is not in denial of
pain—they are showing faith that healing is still
possible.

Our Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
beautifully said, “Your smile for your brother is a
charity.” What a timeless wisdom! In just one sen-
tence, he taught that spreading happiness through
a smile is one of the simplest yet most rewarding
acts of kindness. In a world filled with sorrow, this

is an act of worship too—a reminder that even in
hardship, we are commanded to spread peace and
positivity.

But why have we forgotten to smile? Because we
have filled our lives with noise. We wake up check-
ing phones, not faces. We chase money, not meaning.
We attend gatherings, but not hearts. Depression,
anxiety, loneliness—all are spreading like wildfires
because we have disconnected from simplicity,
nature,and realhumanwarmth. Asmileis the bridge
that reconnects us. It opens doors without keys. It
creates friendship between strangers and brings
peace to broken families. When you smile at some-
one whois hurt, you give them courage to try again.
When you smile through your tears, you remind
yourself that the storm will pass. Even when the
world is cruel, smiling keeps you human—it shows
you haven’t given up on love.

Every day we meet people who carry invisible
pain. The shopkeeper who hides worry about his
debts, the teacher who smiles through exhaustion,
the mother who sacrifices silently, the student who
hides anxiety behind laughter—all are fighting their
own unseen battles.

And yet, one genuine smile from someone can
make their day easier. The power of a smile lies not
inits brightness but in its sincerity. A fake smile can
deceive, but a real one heals. It doesn’t need words,
it doesn’'t demand return—it just gives, and giving
is what makes life beautiful. Sometimes, even look-
ing into a mirror and smiling at yourself can remind
you that you still have value, that you still matter. It
is self-compassion in its simplest form.

The world today is full of reasons to frown—wars,
injustice, heartbreaks, diseases,and endless tragedies
fill our screens daily. But smiling in such a world is
not ignorance—it is resistance. It is saying, “I still
have hope.” It is an act of courage to stay kind in a
time of cruelty.

Smiling doesn’t mean denying pain; it means
rising above it.Itis like a flower that grows between
stones—it knows hardship but still chooses beauty.
And the one who keeps smiling amidst suffering is
the one who truly understands life’s meaning. In
Islam, patience (sabr) and gratitude (shukr) are the
twin foundations of faith, and both are reflected in
a smile. When you smile in pain, you are practicing
sabr; when you smile in comfort, you are practicing
shukr. Both bring you closer to peace with Allah and
yourself.

The health of our hearts depends not only on
what we eat or how we exercise, but on what we
feel. A heart full of anger, envy, and grief becomes
sick even in a healthy body. A smile purifies that
heart. It softens the ego and reminds us of humility.
It creates connection and makes usless judgmental.

Scientists say smiling lowers blood pressure and
reduces the stress hormone cortisol, while increas-
ing feelings of trust and empathy. Spiritually, smil-
ing is an expression of mercy—it mirrors divine
compassion. Itisasifeach smile says, “I choose peace
over bitterness.”

Sadly, today’s youth are losing that natural joy.
They scroll for hours, comparing lives, chasing
beauty standards, trapped inendless cycles of stress,
caffeine, and sleepless nights. They have forgotten

the peace of sitting under the sky, of walking barefoot
on grass, of laughing without reason.

Technology has connected devices but discon-
nected souls. Asimple smile, shared face toface,can
do more than a thousand emojis online. It reminds
us that we are still human, that emotions are real
and hearts are alive. Even in classrooms, work-
places, or hospitals, a warm smile can change the
entire environment. It brings energy, reduces tension,
and builds trust faster than any spoken word.

Sometimes we think smiling is only for happy
people, but that’s not true. The strongest smiles often
come from those who have cried the most. They
know the depth of pain, so they choose to spread
light instead of darkness.

When we meet people like that, we feel peace
around them because their smiles carry sincerity,
empathy, andresilience. Smiling, therefore, becomes
not just an expression, but a philosophy—a way of
facing life. It says, “I will not let the world take away
my ability to love.” It is faith in action, hope in form,
and beauty in silence.

We should make it a habit to smile every day—not
because everything is perfect, but because we are
blessed enough to still breathe, still try, still believe.
A smile doesn’t mean ignoring pain; it means
acknowledging that there is still something worth
living for.

When you smile at a stranger, you might stop
them from giving up onlife that day. When you smile
at your parents, you give them comfort that their
love has not gone unnoticed. When you smile at a
child, you plant confidence intheir heart. Every smile
creates ripples of goodness that travel far beyond
what we can see.

Life is already hard. People are already tired. So,
be someone who adds light. Smile when others
complain, smile when things fall apart, smile when
you don’t feel strong—because that smile might be
the very thing that keeps you standing. Happiness
is not the absence of problems but the strength to
face them with peace in the heart.

A smile is that strength turned visible. It doesn’t
erase the stormbut makesit easier toendure. Remem-
ber, even Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
facedimmense trials, yet he smiled often, spreading
calmness and love wherever he went. That is the
beauty of a believer’s smile—it is not just emotion;
it is worship, patience, and faith combined.

So, no matter how heavy your heart feels today;,
smile. Smile for yourself, for your loved ones, for the
world that has forgotten gentleness. Smile because
it confuses those who expect you to break. Smile
because it brings healing to your body and peace to
your mind.

Smile because Allah loves those who remain
hopeful. Life may not be perfect, but your smile can
make it beautiful again. Truly, a smile is not a small
curve—it is a bridge between despair and hope, a
light that can melt even the coldest hearts. It is a
language of love that needs no words, and in a gen-
eration drowning in noise, it is the quietest yet
loudest message of faith, courage, and humanity.

THE AUTHOR IS A REGULAR COLUMNIST AND
FREELANCE WRITER

Views,Opinions, facts etc Expressed by the Authors are their Own and Headlines Today doesn't acknowledge the viewpoint in any manner. And the claims made by the advertisers,

promoters through their write-ups need to be ascertained by the readers and Headlines Today Shall not be held responsible for any misleading information in any manner...

® 00 ©

o0 ¢
CM K

®



CM K ®
= AHEADLINES

Srinagar, Thursday

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

06-November-2025

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

HT- OPED

@ @headlinestodaydaily

“ @headlinestoday

B @headlinestodaynews i

John Keats Did Not Need Opium
For Creative Stimulation

Scholars debate whether opium directly shaped the content or merely the mood of Romantic
poetry. However, its presence is undeniable in both male and female poets’ works, often serving as
a metaphor for the sublime, the mysterious, and the emaotionally intense.

€< > Bhattacharjee

A genius like Keats need
not depend on opium for
creative stimulation.
Medical background:
Keats trained as a
physician and apothecary,
giving him access to and
knowledge of opium’s
effects. It was widely used
in the early 19th century for
pain relief and sedation.
He was suffering from
severe tuberculosis and he
was spitting blood . The
pain was severe, To
alleviate the pain of his
ailment he might have
tfaken opium and that
argument seems fo be
stronger than what is
argued by Professor Rowe.
His poetry often features
dreamlike, hallucinatory,
and indolent moods—
fraits associated with his
theory of imagination
which later Professor
Bhabatosh Chatterjee
established by discussing
the theory of ‘negative
capability” as expressed in
his letters. The letters of
Keats reveal his personal
strength of mind and his
vivacious temperament in
spite of his tubberculosis. His
brother died of
consumption and he
knowing of his own certain
death did not stop
creating his marvelous
literary world. Roe’s
controversial claim did not
take this into consideration.
Prior to his biography, most
scholars believed Keats
only experimented briefly
with opium or used it
medicinally

Opium imagery in early 19th British
Romantic poetry often symbolized escape,
altered consciousness, and sublime
vision—blurringthe line between dream
and reality.It was bothaliteral substance
and a metaphor for transcendence. Dur-
ing the Romantic era, opium was notonly
widely used medicinally butalsobecame
apoetic device that shaped the aesthetic
and emotional tone of many works. Opi-
um was linked to visions, reveries, and
mysticallandscapes.Poets used it to evoke
surreal, otherworldly settings. It symbol-
ized relief from emotional or physical
pain, often tied to melancholy or existen-
tiallonging. Opium was seen as a gateway
to heightened imagination and poetic
insight. Coleridge’s ‘Kubla Khan'is famous-
ly associated with an opium-induced
dream.The “pleasure dome” and “sunless
sea” reflect the drug’s hallucinatory
power.Thomas De Quincey’s Confessions
of an English Opium-Eater (1821), influ-
enced the Romantic aesthetic of sublime
intoxication and psychological depth.
Maria Logan: In her poem “To Opium, “
writes: “Did not thy magic pow’r supply,
/| Amild, tho’ transient ray; / As meteors
in a northern sky, / Shed artificial day.”
This celebrates opium’s brief but power-
ful illumination of the mind . Female
Romantic poets like Elizabeth Barrett
Browningand Dorothy Wordsworth used
opium forits “tranquilising power,” often
reflectingits calmingeffectsin their verse.

Scholarsdebate whether opiumdirect-
ly shaped the content or merely the mood
of Romantic poetry. However, its presence
is undeniable in both male and female
poets’works, often serving asametaphor
for the sublime, the mysterious, and the
emotionally intense. Coleridge struggled
with addiction for much of his life, which
affected hishealthandrelationships George
Crabbe less widely known for opium use,
butliterary criticismhas suggested that he
might have used it medicinally and cre-
atively . The basic question is why Opium
was socommonamong poets. Opiumwas
thattime widely prescribed for pain,insom-
nia, and digestive issues.Many believed it
tobe a creative stimulation and enhanced
imagination and dreamlike states.

From the point of view of cultural
context, it can be said that the Romantic
movement prized emotion, introspection,
and altered consciousness—all of which
opium seemed to amplify.. John Keats
usesopiumimageryinhis poetry toevoke
astate of drowsy, indolent,and dreamlike
sensory experience, often in contrast to
the active or common-sense world. This
is most evident in "Ode on Indolence,"
where he describes an "age so shelter'd
fromannoy, / ThatImay never know how
change the moons, / Or hear the voice of
busy common-sense"” and longs for "eve-
nings steep'd in honied indolence". The
imagery of opium functionsasametaphor
fora desired state of peaceful escape and
sensory richness, though it also carries
anironicundertone of unrealized creative
potential, as the visions induced are dif-
ficult to grasp once sober. Keats's poems
use opium-like imagery to depict a state
of "honied indolence" and escape from
reality,asseenin‘Ode onIndolence’ The
state of beingis contrasted with the "voice
of busy common-sense” and the "annoy"
of the real world, presenting opium as a
means of blissful, if temporary, escape.
The imagery is linked to the creative
process, as opium can enhance and crys-
tallize semi-conscious processes, but it
is also ironic because the visions can be
hard to recall or record once sober.

The Darkside cannotbe ignored. While
opium inspired ethereal imagery and
philosophical depth, it also led to mental
and physical decline, creative stagnation,
and personal turmoil. Coleridge’s addic-
tion, for example, led to estrangement
from friends like Wordsworthand impact-
ed his productivity.. Yes, there is schol-
arly evidence suggesting that John Keats
consumed opium, possibly habitually,
though the extent remains debated. In
hispoem ‘Ode To A Nightingale’ he at first
suggested the drinking of wine ‘ chari-
oted by Bachchus and his pards” as a
means for escaping the tragedies of real
life. But later he abandoned that way of
escape. He preferred the ‘Wings of Poesy

NICHOLAS ROE |

JOHN KEAT,

toleave this world of sorrow and sickness
. The claim thatJohn Keats was an opium
addict was notably advanced by Professor
Nicholas Roe in his 2012 biography John
Keats: ANew Life.Roe, arespected schol-
ar and chair of the Keats Foundation,
argued that Keats used opium not just
medicinally—as wascommonin his time—
but when he suggested that he used
opium also to stimulate his poetic imag-
ination and manage emotional and phys-
ical suffering , the doubts persists in the
reader of Keats’s poem. This landmark
biography of Keats explodes entrenched
conceptions of him as a delicate, overly
sensitive, tragic figure. Instead, Nicholas
Rowe reveals the real flesh-and-blood
poet: apassionate mandriven by ambition
but prey to doubt, suspicion, and jeal-
ousy; sure of his vocation while bitterly
resentful of the obstacles that blighted
his career; devoured by sexual desire and
frustration; and in thrall to alcohol and
opium. Roe citesletters and diary entries
suggesting Keats may have taken lauda-
num (a tincture of opium) to cope with
grief, illness, and creative pressure. Roe
is the first biographer to provide a full
and fresh account of Keats's childhood in
the City of London and how it shaped the
would-be poet. The mysterious early
death of Keats's father, his mother's too-
swift remarriage, living in the shadow of
the notorious madhouse Bedlam--all
these affected Keats far more than has
been previously understood. He also notes
Keats’s “indolent” moods and references
to “keeping up his spirits” during com-
position Scholars have traced opium-
related imagery in works like Endymion
and The Eve of St. Agnes .

But the detached persona of the poet
isimportant and it justifies his theory of
‘negative capability.. Nicholas Roe’s book
is an entirely new portrait of Keats, rich
withinsightsinto the torments of his life
and the imaginative sources of his works
Through unparalleled original research,
Roearrives atafascinatingreassessment
of Keats's entire life, from his early years
atKeats's LiveryStables throughhisharrow-
ingbattle with tuberculosis and death at age
25.Zeroing in on crucial turning points, Roe
finds in the locations of Keats's poems new
keys to the nature of his imaginative quest.
TheauthoralsoshedslightonKeats'sdoomed
passionforFannyBrawne, hiscircleofbrilliant

friends, hithertounknowncityrelatives,and
much more.

A genius like Keats need not depend
on opium for creative stimulation. Med-
ical background: Keats trained as a phy-
sicianand apothecary, giving him access
to and knowledge of opium’s effects. It
was widely used in the early 19th cen-
tury for pain relief and sedation. He was
suffering from severe tuberculosis and
he was spitting blood . The pain was
severe.Toalleviate the painof hisailment
he might have taken opium and that
argument seems to be stronger than what
is argued by Professor Rowe. His poetry
often features dreamlike, hallucinatory,
and indolent moods—traits associated
with his theory of imagination which
later Professor Bhabatosh Chatterjee
established by discussing the theory of
‘negative capability’ as expressed in his
letters. The letters of Keats reveal his
personal strength of mind and his viva-
cious temperament in spite of his tuber-
culosis. His brother died of consumption
and he knowing of his own certain death
did not stop creating his marvelous liter-
ary world. Roe’s controversial claim did
not take this into consideration. Prior to
his biography, most scholars believed
Keats only experimented briefly with
opium or used it medicinally. Thereisno
direct documentation of addiction or
regular use. The argument relies on cir-
cumstantial evidence, literary analysis,
and interpretation of personal writings.
Hebelieved the imagination was the most
direct way to truth, allowing a creative
mind to perceive realities beyond the
rational world. He saw it as a way to
experience beauty and find meaning in
life, even when contemplating mortality.
Keats's work often portrays the imagina-
tion as a form of escape from the painful
realities of the world, such as suffering
and death. However, this escape is often
temporary,and the speaker is ultimately
pulled back to reality. His concept of
‘Negative Capability’ is closely linked to
his view of imagination. It is the ability
tobe "inuncertainties, Mysteries, doubts,
without any irritable reaching after fact
and reason". For Keats, the imagination
embraces these ambiguities instead of
trying to resolve them, allowing for a
richer and more profound experience.
Keats believed an artist should live a "life

of sensations rather than of thoughts,"
using this rich sensory experience as the
fuel for imagination and poetry. He saw
theimaginationasanecstatic power that
could lift the poet beyond the limits of
the physical world. However, this flight
canbebothasource of joy and a potential
source of delusion. Opium addiction can-
not justify this greatness of Keats.

If Keats did use opium to enhance his
poeticvision, it places him to some extent
alongside other Romantic figures like
Coleridge and De Quincey, whose works
were shaped by altered states.

The Beat Generation wasaliterary and
cultural movement that used poetry as
a form of rebellion against the confor-
mity and materialism of post-WWII
America, with key poets like Allen Gins-
berg and Gary Snyder rejecting tradi-
tional forms for spontaneous free verse.
Drug use and experimentation played a
significantand intentional rolein the Beat
Generation. movement and its poetry.
Beat writers like Allen Ginsberg, William
S. Burroughs, and Jack Kerouac used
various substances, including alcohol,
marijuana, Benzedrine, morphine, pey-
ote,and LSD, believing these drugs could
induce "heightened sensory awareness,"
enhance creativity, and offer a path to
spiritual and artistic freedom. The Beats
were not merely recreational drug users;
they often considered drug use an exper-
imental method for exploring the human
condition and expanding consciousness.
They believed these experiences could:
Drug use was seenasaway tobreak from
the perceived constraints of mainstream
society and traditional literary forms,
allowing for more authentic and uncen-
sored expression.Following the French
symbolist poets (like Rimbaud and Baude-
laire), the Beats pursued "sensory derange-
ment" asameans of perceiving truth that
transcended conventional morality and
logic. In a sense the early nineteenth
century British poetsalsorebelled against
institutions and existing moral values
following Rousseau’s ‘Return to Nature’
philosophy. Experiences under the influ-
ence of drugs often informed the "spon-
taneous prose” style advocated by Ker-
ouac, which mirrored the
improvisational nature of jazz music. The
idea was to put down thoughts and feel-
ings without revision, capturing the
immediacy ofindividual experience. The
raw, often dark, experiences associated
with drug use, addiction, and the sur-
rounding counterculture provided rich
subject matter for their works. Allen
Ginsberg’s ‘How! opens with the famous
lines,” I saw the best minds of my gen-
eration destroyed by madness, starving
hysterical naked , dragging themselves
through the negro streets at dawn look-
ingforanangry fix.”William SBurroughs’s
‘Naked Lunch’ is structured as a series of
disjointed vignettes and hallucinations
drawing directly from his personal expe-
riences with heroin and other opiate
addictions. Nicholas Roe might have
suggested such things happening in the
life of Romantic poets including Keats.
However, Keats’s legacy remains rooted
in his lyrical mastery and philosophical
depth, regardless of chemical influence.
The wings of poesy won over the chariot
driven by Bacchus and his pards.. Keats
viewed imagination as a powerful force
that could access adeeper truth, famous-
ly comparing it to "Adam's dream—he
awoke and found it truth". For Keats, it
was the capacity to exist in a state of
uncertainty and ambiguity, allowing him
toexplore the tension betweenrealityand
ideal beauty,and between joy and sorrow.
This is most evident in poems where the
imagination attempts an escape from the
world's suffering, only to return to reality,
illustratingthe struggle between the ideal
and the real.Thus theoretically and bio-
graphically , it cannot be concluded that
Keats used opium for creative stimulation.

International Tagore Awardee Dr
Ratan Bhattacharjee , President of
Kolkata Indian American Society is a
former Affiliate Faculty Virginia
Commonwealth University& Poet
cum Columnist . Emaiil
profratanbhattacharjee@gmail.com
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Dr Tasaduk inducted into

prestigious UK Faculty
of Public Health

B HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: The Faculty of Public Health
(FPH) of the Royal Colleges of Physicians of
the United Kingdom hasadmitted Dr. Tasaduk
Hussain Itoo to International Practitioner
Membership(IPFPH),a prestigious recognition
awarded to distinguished public health pro-
fessionals across the globe.

FPH, the leading professional body for
public health specialists in the United King-
dom, grants International Practitioner Mem-
bership toaccomplished global health profes-
sionals demonstrating excellence in public
health practice, leadership,and advocacy. Dr.
Itoo’s admission highlights his significant
contributions to public health practice, med-

ical education, and community health
advancement.

The honor further strengthens his inter-
national standing in the public health com-
munity and reinforces his dedication to
advancing healthcare outcomes and promot-
ing public health excellence.

Dr Itoo, a distinguished doctor, public
health advocate, medical educator and writ-
er --is a Fellow of the Royal Society for Public
Health(FRSPH), UK and a Fellow of the Inter-
national Diabetes Federation(IDF Fellow,
Belgium). He is also a member of leading
global medical organizations including the
American College of Physicians(USA), Research
Society forthe Study of DiabetesinIndia(RSSDI)
and Endocrine Society(USA).

Ga\

Faculty of Public Health

of the Royal Colleges of Physicians of the United Kingdom
This is to certify
that the Board has admitted
Tasaduk Itoo
To
International Practitioner Membership
of the Faculty of Public Health
given this
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Sub-District Hospita

The Need of the Hour!

® MOHAMMAD ARFAT WANI

When the residents of Tral and the
nearby villages travel through the valleys
of Pulwama to Srinagar to get treated,
there is always a question lingering in
alltheresidents' minds: whyis not south
Kashmir ready with a fully functional
hospital to serve its people? The Sub-
District Hospital (SDH) Tral, conceived
as aray of hope for over 116 villages and
halfamillionresidents, now existsasan
example of system failure writ large.
Overcrowded wards, outdated equip-
ment,and insufficient staff presentatale
of unfulfilled promises—one that the
residents of Tral must endure each day.

Though officially recognized as a
Community Health Centre (CHC), SDH
Tralisworking far belowitsrequirements
in order to deliver healthcare to its pop-
ulace. The hospital boasts a scarce 13
doctors, a frightfully small number to
serve over a hundred villages. Specialist
doctorsarevirtually non-existent, para-
medical staff are insufficient,and emer-
gency services are stretched to the bare
minimum. Long delays are experienced
by patients, while children, mothers,and
the elderly are vulnerable to avoidable
threats with sufficient resources. Life-
saving services like maternal and child
health are underdevelopment, exposing
hundreds of women and children to
unnecessary risk annually.

Infrastructure problems compound
the crisis. De facto narrow access roads,
chaotic parking, and the missing bridge
across Vutl Aranullahdrasticallyimpede
emergency care. Even mere necessities
suchas X-ray units, routine vaccine sup-
plies—barring anti-rabies vaccines—and
afunctional JRK Bank ATM are spotty at
best. Patients and families have a daily
struggle, not only of responding to health
emergencies but also the transport and
economic woes of accessing distant hos-
pitals.

Loopholes in diagnosis and treatment
are the most unsettling. Unavailability of
MRIand CTscanmachines,awell-equipped
lab, and a blood bank forces patients to
travellongdistancestoSrinagarforrequired
tests. These forced trips, undertaken in
duress,become economicallyand emotion-
ally taxing for families and cause delaysin
essential medical interventions. Emer-
gency cases, fromaccidentstoheartattacks,
are vulnerable to worsening just because
localfacilities do not have the resources to
treat them.

Funds have been allocated for infra-
structure and personnel upgradation,
but progress is still sluggish. Bureau-
cratic inertia, inefficiencies, and gaps in
implementation keep development at a
standstill, reflecting systemic failuresin
administration of healthcare.Meanwhile,
the citizens of Tral wait—not for indul-
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gence, but for their right to quality and
accessible healthcare.

It is now imperative for the Jammu
and Kashmir Government, particularly
the Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, the
Health & Medical Education Department,
the Directorate of Health Services Kash-
mir, and the District Administration
Pulwama, to take immediate and result-
oriented action. The people of Tral ear-
nestly appeal for the upgradation of SDH
Tral to a full-fledged Sub-District Hos-
pital with adequate specialist doctors,
24x7 emergency and diagnostic ser-
vices, and strengthened maternal and
child healthcare facilities. The completion
of the bridge over Vutl Ara nullah and
improvement of approach roads must
be prioritized to ensure timely emer-
gency access. Additionally, there is a
pressing need to establish MRI and CT
scan units, a functional blood bank, and
a permanent team of paramedical and
technical staff. These are not luxuries—
they are the fundamental rights of citi-
zens who have long been deprived of
equitable healthcare.

The needs of Tral's population are
clearly spelt out and justified: forthwith
appointment of able doctorsand experts,
enhancement of paramedical personnel,
functional diagnostic laboratories, fully
serviced emergency facilities, uninter-
rupted stocks of vaccines, functional
blood banks, and functioning of the
bridge across Vutl Ara nullah. These
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measures are not an option; they are
lifelines that hold the promise to save
countless lives.

Imagine a Tral where patients no
longer swarmdistant hospitals,emergen-
cies receive immediate treatment, and
mothers, children, and elderly are treat-
ed locally. Imagine SDH Tral as a refuge
of relief, and not frustration—a place
where health is given priority, and not
postponed. The dream of a functional
hospital providing care to the people of
south Kashmir is not unattainable; it is
animperative that needs tobe addressed
immediately.

Until the firm action is taken, pain
will continue. Each delay contributes to
preventable pain, unwarranted referrals,
and lives put at risk. The people of Tral
have waited longenough. SDH Tral needs
tobetransformed fromadeserted build-
ing to what it was originally meant to
be: ahome of care, a pillar of health, and
a mirror of hope for the district.

For Tral residents, this is not a matter
of convenience or numbers—it'samatter
of survival, dignity, and the ability to
obtain healthcare. Actionis needed now.

The author is a passionate writer,
social activist, and medical student
from Kuchmulla Tral, is also a B.Sc.
Nursing student at Ramzaan College
of Nursing & Paramedical Sciences,
Galander Pampore, Email:
waniaé817@gmail.com

| Tral - Safeguard the doctors; My

tribute to you doctor who laid
his life in the line of duty

® RAQIF MAKHDOOMI

“Ye nimoyn doctar'as Nish, ye chu sakh
bamar” the line we all say when we see our
loved ones suffering a disease. Some are life
threating, while some are just mild. “Doctar
soub Me gassie jaldi pahan Farq gassan, mee
chu sakh azab”. The line that we utter with
hope and trust. In today’s time doctors are
playing a very important role. With rising
healthissues, especially the risein cancer the
role of doctors have become very important.
We saw how doctors worked day and night
when COVID-19 was at peak. They weren’t
able to go hope just because the threat of
transmitting the COVID to their families after
working in hospitals. Many doctors lost their
lives during COVID but they are unknown.
Unlike other professions where people who
lay theirlivesin theline of duty the are remem-
bered for centuries. That unfortunately doesn’t
happen with the doctors who lay their lives
while saving others. People walkinto hospital
with the hope of seeing themselves or their
loved ones healthy again. People running here
and therein hospital shows the hope and trust
they have in the doctors. “Doctar soub, me
chu kunie shur ye bachavun” the line that
comes out of the broken heart ofamotherand
father, when their only son meetsanaccident.
The scenes in the hospital are heart breaking
but they tell us how much trust do we have
in Doctors. Despite we know that they can
only try and have nothingin their control. But
still we look at them with all the hope and
trust.

The real display of emotions is seen when
apregnant woman is taken inside the opera-
tion theatre . And the families members keep
waiting outside to hear good news. Their first
trust is Allah and then the team of doctors
inside the operation theatre. The father of the
woman is the most worried person at that
time. But when he gets to know a well known
doctor is performing the operation. He gets
relaxed knowing an experienced doctor is
goingtodeal with the process. Ahuman being
will be dealing with another human being but
still the trust makes things easy. That’s what
doctors are , a human being we believe can
do expected and sometimes even magic.

Doctors play an important role in any
situation. Be it war, disaster, epidemic, law
and order situation or another situation. But
till now doctors haven’t got the due credit.
Whichis notonly matter of concernbut heart
breaking.

The crimes against doctors are becoming
anorm. West Bengal rape of doctor shook the
whole humanity. What was done after that?
Nothing protests happened and things were
forgottenand theneverything came tonormal.

In Kashmir doctorsbecame aneasy target.
Each day the videos in which doctors were
assaulted used to trend on social media. The
heartbreaking thing wasn't the video but the
replies to the video. People used to endorse
theviolence against the doctors. Avideo went
viral in which a doctor was assaulted by an

attendee because his patient died and he
accused the doctor of negligence.

The people were heard saying that they
were asking from their seniors on phone.
People should know they are the junior doc-
torswho have been placed onduty during the
night. That’s something they have no control
on. We are just stressing the already stressed
person. Multiple videos from multiple hospi-
tals went viral in which doctors were seen
getting assaulted. And some people openly
endorsing the violence.

lin a X space ( formally Twitter) we’re
people were endorsing the violence. Asked
them a simple question. Will you slap a
Tehsildar because he’s dealing your work?
Will you slap SHO because he’s not doing
his duty? Will you slap a traffic police per-
sonal because he has issued you a challan?
Will you slap a Judge because your case is
getting delayed? Will you slap an advocate?
Everyone fell silent because they knew he
has asked a genuine question. They Ireplied
and said “you all know if we even speak to
any of them rudely, we will end up in lock
up. That’s why none of you can dare doing
so.Butdoctors are becoming an easy target
because they have no protection” .

A doctor in the space politely said “Our
rules allow us to not to see a patient/s who's
attendee misbehaves. Conditions being the
patientisn’taserious case.But we neverrefuse
to see a any patient ”.

Becomingadoctorisn’taneasyjob.Crack-
ing NEET and then getting the stream you
want to get into isn’t an easy job. As soon as
the course begins free time becomes a luxu-
ry. They sometimes have to be in lab or some-
times in the hospitals as interns. It takes
immense of hard work to actual become a
doctor. Which most of the people don’t know
and don’t recognize.

Ayoungdoctor Dr.Tariq ulIslam,anintern
at SKIMS lost his life while he was on duty. His
death has shocked his friends who used to
work with him. The dreams of his parents are
now shattered. Becoming a doctor isn’t just
hecticbut costly. His parents must have invest-
ed the best on their son, not knowing that
we'll have to burry him young and with the
dreams. His death has triggered angry and
debate on working hours of doctors. He Had
been suffering from flu for the past several
days, reportedly continued to attend his duties
despite illness.

Doctors believe he may have succumbed
toviral pericarditis. His sudden death has left
colleagues and the wider medical commu-
nity in shock, prompting conversations about
the pressures and workload young doctors
face during their internship.

The demand for reducing the working hours
of interns and senior residents is increasing.
Social media users have expressed angry and
regret over the incident.

Dr.Tariq's friends on social media describe
him as living person and a person with good
health. His martyrdom should serve asaneye
opener to people that how doctors serve
people even without caring about their own
wellbeing. Dr. Tariq wasn’t allowed a leave
even though he was not doing well.

Let’shope things for inters, senior residents
and doctors in general get better.

I pay my homage to Dr. Tariq ul islam for
his tremendous service, where he laid his
precious and valuable life. Rest in peace
doctor.
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SRINAGAR, NOV 5: A shock-
ing case of fraud has surfaced
in Srinagar, where a woman
has allegedly cheated several
gold and copper dealers of
valuables worth lakhs of
rupees through deception and
fake cheques.

Gold Smiths during a press
conference in Srinagar said
that, at least three jewellers,
Shah-e-Hamdan Ornaments at
Lal Bazar, Maqdoomi Zevraat
near Nawa Kadal, and Zarger

Rs 17 lakh in total.

Jewellers at Soura, have fallen
victim to the same fraudster
over the past few months. The
alleged incidents took place
between late July and late
August this year, involving
losses amounting to more than

Documents and photo-
graphs obtained by Kashmir
News Trust reveal that the
accused, posing as a customer,
would visit jewellery shops
claiming she wished to show
ornaments to her family before
confirming the purchase. After

gaining the shopkeepers’ trust,
she would take the ornaments
and promise to return shortly,
only to switch off her phone
and disappear.

In one case, Shah-e-Ham-
dan Ornaments at Lal Bazar
reported a loss of ornaments
worth around Rs 5 lakh on
August 21. The shop’s owner
filed an FIR the next day at Lal
Bazar Police Station. In another
incident, Magdoomi Zevraat
near Kani Mazar, Nawa Kadal,
suffered a similar fraud on
August 8, with losses of

approximately Rs 5 lakh. The
complainant submitted a
report to Police Post Bagiyas.

Zarger Jewellers at Soura
reported being duped of
ornaments worth Rs 7 lakh on
July 29. The owner, after
approaching Soura Police
Station, said the police had
promised action and were
verifying details.

All three victims provided

photographs, video footage,
and fake Bank cheques
allegedly linked to a person
identified as Ajaz Ahmad

LLEGEDLY CHEATS GOLD-
COPPER DEALERS OF LAKHS

Khan, described in docu-
ments as a “history-sheeter
and gang member.” The
cheques were reportedly
used by the accused woman
to convince shopkeepers of
her authenticity before
fleeing with the goods.

Police have initiated
investigations into the matter,
with FIR already registered.
Victims have appealed to
authorities to intensify efforts
to apprehend the accused and
recover their stolen ornaments.
[KNT]

HC dismisses petitions
seeking regularization of
802 daily wagers in
Ganderbal

m HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, NOV 5: The High Court of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh has dismissed two clubbed
petitions filed by 802 daily-rated workers from
Central Kashmir’s Ganderbal district seeking regu-
larization of their services under SRO 520 of 2017,
observing that the claimants were not shown to
have been engaged before the government’s ban on
fresh appointments imposed in 2015.

The judgment, delivered by Justice Javed Igbal
Wani, came in WP(C) No. 1415/2023 and WP(C) No.
411/2024, titled Nazir Ahmad Bhat and others versus
Union Territory of J&K and others. The petitioners
had sought directions for inclusion of their names
in official records for regularization, claiming long
years of service as daily wagers in the Power Devel-
opment Department’s Sub-Transmission Division
(STD) Ganderbal.

The government counsel, however, submitted
that the workers’ credentials were prepared after
the recruitment ban, and hence their names were
not forwarded for consideration. The administration
produced an inquiry report of a committee headed
by the Superintending Engineer, O&M Circle Gander-
bal, which found that 128 persons, including the
petitioners, did not exist on the official muster rolls
andthattheirrecordshad been manipulated post-ban.

The Court noted that the inquiry findings were
never challenged by the petitioners and ruled that
no legal or fundamental rights had been violated.
“The respondents cannot be faulted or said to have
infringed anyrights of the petitioners,” Justice Wani
observed while dismissing the petitions.

The private respondents in the case, who were
already regularized, were represented by Advocate
Tasaduq Hussain Reshi, while Government Advocate
Faheem Shah appeared for the administration.

The Court upheld the government’s position that
only those casual, need-based, and daily-rated
workers engaged before the 2015 ban qualify for
consideration under SRO 520. It concluded that the
petitioners were not similarly placed with the 472
workers whose names had been duly verified and
approved for regularization. [KNT]

Citizens call police a pillar of
safety and law; say without them,
there would be chaos

m  HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, NOV 5: A Srinagar family has publicly
expressed gratitude towards the Jammuand Kashmir Police
fortheirfairand humane handling of arecent road accident
dispute, calling the force a “shield of justice” that protects
the weak and upholds law and order.

The incident occurred when the family’s car acciden-
tally hit another vehicle in Srinagar. According to family
members, a group of influential individuals from the other
vehicle demanded that they pay for the damages on the
spot.“Wewere forced and intimidated to pay the fullamount
even before any assessment could be made,” one of the
family members told the news agency KashmirNews Trust.

However, when both parties reached the nearby police
station, officersintervened and fairly assessed the quantum
ofloss. After careful evaluation, the police determined that
the family had been overcharged and directed the other
party toreturn half of the amount. “The police handled the
situation with calm, patience, and impartiality. They didn’t
favour anyone and ensured that both sides were treated
fairly,” the family said. The family added that thisexperience
completely changed their perception of the police. “We
realised that police are not just enforcers of law but protec-
torsof people’sdignity and rights. Without the police, there
would be only lawlessness and fear. We are genuinely
thankful for their professionalismand kindness,” they said.

They further clarified that their statement was not
intended to appease or praise the police for publicity, but
to highlight the importance of law enforcement in main-
taining social harmony. “We are not naming the location
or police station intentionally, as this is not about individu-
als, it's about the institution that protects us all,” a family
member said. “Such fair interventions strengthen public
trust in the force and reinforce the belief that the Jammu
and Kashmir Police remain dedicated to justice, discipline,
and community service.” [KNT]
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Hyundai Venue 2025 Unveiled at Arise Hyundai Handwara Showroom

m DR. AB QAYOOM

HANDWARA, NOV 05: Arise
Hyundai Handwara, one of North
Kashmir'sleading Hyundai deal-
erships, proudly unveiled the
all-new Hyundai Venue 2025 a
fully connected and feature-
packed SUV at a grand launch
eventheld atitsHandwara show-
room on Tuesday.The event wit-
nessed anenthusiasticgathering
of automobile enthusiasts, cus-
tomers,and dignitaries whocame
together to celebrate the launch
of Hyundai’s latest compact SUV.
The new Venue blends advanced
technology, superior comfort,and
enhanced safety features,
wrapped in a bold and modern
design.The Hyundai Venue 2025
arrives with a refreshed muscu-
lar stance and several premium
upgrades that redefine the com-
pactSUVexperienceinIndia.The
model features a dark chrome
grille,twin-horn LED DRLs, quad-
beam LED headlamps,andafull-
width rear light bar, giving it an
imposing road presence. Inside,
it boasts a high-tech dual 12.3-
inch curved panoramic display
powered by NVIDIA’s ccNC sys-
tem, ventilated front seats,ambi-
entlighting,and a4-way powered
driver seat all designed for next-
level driving comfort.In terms of

safety, the new Venue introduc-
esLevel-2 ADAS (Advanced Driv-
er Assistance System) featuring
16 intelligent functions such as
forward collision avoidance, lane-
keeping assist, and smart cruise
control. The SUV also comes
equipped with six airbags, elec-

tronic stability control, and a
robust high-strength steel body;,
ensuring top-notch passenger
protection.Powertrain options
include a 1.2-litre petrol,
1.0-litre turbo petrol, and
1.5-litre diesel engine, available
in both manual and automatic

variants. For added flexibility,
Hyundai is also offering mul-
tiple seating configurations,
including a 6-seater version,
catering to the diverse lifestyle
needs of modern families.The
event was graced by several
prominent guests, including

Advance Manager J&K Bank
Handwara Tahir Hussain, SDPO
Handwara Fasil Hussain, SHO
Handwara Vilayat Hussain,
Chowki Officer Langate Rayees
Ahmad, and Ab Rashid Malik,
General Secretary of the Traders
Federation Handwara.

Also present were Imran
Rashid (GM North), Parvaiz
Ahmad (Sales Head Handwara),
Mushtaqg Ahmad Dar (Marketing
Manager), Hilal Ahmad Dar (Team
Leader),and Ulfat Hameed (Show-
room Consultant) along with
othermembersofthe Arise Hyun-
daiHandwara Sales and Market-
ing Team.

Speaking at the event, the
management of Arise Hyundai
Handwarareiterated their ded-
ication to bringing Hyundai’s
latestinnovations to the people
of North Kashmir. They
expressed pride in offering
world-class vehicles that com-
bine design excellence, perfor-
mance, and cutting-edge tech-
nology.The launch of the
Hyundai Venue 2025 marks yet
another milestone for Hyundai
inthe Valley, setting new bench-
marks in connectivity, comfort,
and safety for compact SUV
enthusiasts.Forimmediate info.
lets call on Mobile Numbers
,9541281359 6005272882.

BRABU VC Prof. D.C. Rai's Policy Blueprint to
Transform Assam's Dairy Landscape

B HT NEWS DESK

MUZAFFARPUR/GUWAHATI,
NOV 05: B. R. Ambedkar Bihar Uni-
versity Vice-Chancellor and a pre-
eminent authority in dairy technol-
ogy from Banaras Hindu University
(BHU), Prof. Dinesh Chandra Rai, has
unveiled a strategic, technology-
driven framework designed to meta-
morphose Assam’s dairy sector into
a high-value export nexus. Address-
ing a crucial two-day conclave con-
vened by the Rajbhawan in Guwa-
hati, Prof. Rai presided over the session
on ‘Dairy Technology, Processing,and
Start-ups, imploring stakeholders to
transcend traditional focus on mere
raw milk production in favor of cul-
tivating high-margin, value-added
products and promoting strategic
entrepreneurship.

The essence of the Vice-Chancel-
lor’s strategy is anchored on dual
pillars: product excellence and swift
diversification. VC Prof. Rai articu-

lated that the foremost imperative is
to guarantee the production of clean
milk, which "indubitably necessitates
the fortification of modern cooling
and quality testing infrastructure at
the cooperative level throughout the
state.

Prof. Rai highlighting Assam's
substantial geographical advantage
said that its proximity to milk-defi-
cient neighbouring states, as well as
countriessuchasBangladesh, Bhutan,
and Myanmar. VC Prof, Rai stated that
thisadvantageous positioning "renders
the state an optimal launchpad for the
export of dairy products, unlocking
immense economic potential.”

Inadditionto the technical discus-
sions, Prof. Rai shared his cultural
reflections from the state. Prof. Rai
expressed "immense pleasure and
inspiration from hisinteraction with
the Honourable Governor, ShriLaksh-
man Acharya Ji, commending his
humble and affable demeanour. He
also notably recognized the instru-

mental role played by the Officer on
Special Duty (OSD) and former VC,
Prof. Bechan Lal, in the successful
orchestration of the dairy conference,
remarking that "the discussions
among experts herald significant
advancements for the sector.”

Reflecting on his sojournin Guwa-
hati, Prof. Rai conveyed his feeling
andsaid that heis blessed to have the
opportunity tovisit the Maa Kamak-
hya Devi Temple during the confer-
ence, “perceiving it as a momentous
spiritual and cultural milestone.

Following his notable representa-
tion, the academic community and
alumni association from BRABU
extended their heartfelt congratula-
tions to Prof. Rai for successfully
elevating the university’s profile on
the national stage. Among those com-
mending him were Proctor Prof. B.S.
Rai, LS College Principal Prof. Kanu-
priya, Prof. Rajeev Kumar, Prof. T.K.
Dey, Dr. Shartendu Shekhar, and Dr.
Navin Kumar, among others.

Public Notice

It is hereby informed that my name has been incorrectly
mentioned in my Driving Licence No. JK0120230001885 as
ZIA UL MOHI UD DIN S/o GH MOHI UD DIN WAGAY.The

correct name as per my Aadhaar Card is Zia Ul Mohudin
Wagay, S/o Gh Mohudin Wagay, resident of Maloora,
Parimpora, Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir, 190017 am
applying for correction of the same in the concerned records.Any
objection in this regard may be communicated to the concerned
authority within seven days of publication of this notice.

Public Notice

My Name and D.O.B has been wrongly written on my
Adhaar Card Bearing Adhaar No:- 7576-1860-0027 as Fatima
Tariq D.O.B 08-06-2007 while My Actual Name is Fatima Jan
D.0.B 14-06-2008. Now I want to correct it.

If any body having any objection in this regard he /she
can approach His/Her Objection with Concerned authority
within a period of 7 days after that no objection will be
Entertained.

Name: Fatima Jan
D/o: Tariq Ahmad Dar
D.0.B: 14-06-2008

Public Notice

It is for information of general public that i am Ulfat jan
,D/o Ali mohd dar, R/o Pathan mohalla Hanjiwera, have
changed my name from Ulfata bano to Ulfat jan .The public
notice is issued with the intrest that if anybody has any objection
same may be brought to Jammu and Kashmir bank branch
singpora pattan within period of 7 days of issuance of this
notice after which no objection will be accepted.

Ulfat Jan
D/o Ali Mohd Dar

Public Notice

This is to inform the general public that a Duplicate 8th
Class Pass Certificate is being issued in favour of Ghulam
Hassan Khan, S/o Abdul Gaffar Khan, R/o Nawakadal, Srinagar,
who had passed his 8th class examination from Government
Middle School, Gurgadi Mohallah, Srinagar.

The original certificate has been reported lost / misplaced,
and hence the duplicate is being issued accordingly.

Objections, if any, may be conveyed to the undersigned
within seven (07) days from the date of publication of this
notice.

Headmaster
Govt. Middle School, Gurgadi Mohallah, Srinagar
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Rana reviews progress of developmental works,
Water Supply Schemes in Rajouri

B HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

RAJOURI, NOVEMBER 05:
Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecol-
ogy & Environment and Tribal
Affairs,Javed Ahmed Rana chaired
acomprehensive review meeting
inRajouritoday toassess the prog-
ress of ongoing developmental
works and status of water supply
schemes in the district.

During the meeting, the Min-
ister laid special emphasis on
expediting the water supply
schemesbeing executed underJal
Jeevan Mission (JJM), Capex bud-
get and NABARD funding.

He directed the concerned
authorities to ensure timely com-
pletion of these projects so that
every household canbe provided
with functional tap water con-
nections under the Har Ghar Jal
initiative.

The Minister underscored the
importance of accelerating the
pace of all developmental works

toenhance expenditure efficien-
cyand prevent any lapse of funds.

He called upon the officers to
adopt a proactive and coordinat-

ed approach to achieve tangible
progress on the ground within
stipulated timelines.

Inthe contextof environmen-

talgovernance, the Ministerissued
firminstructions for strict enforce-
mentagainstillegal muck dump-
ingand emphasized thatall stone

crushers must operate strictly in
accordance with prescribed en-
vironmental standards and pa-
rameters.

Hereiterated the Omar Abdul-
lah Government’s commitment
to ensuring sustainable develop-
ment that aligns with environ-
mental safeguards.

The Minister appreciated the
efforts of district administration
and field departments in imple-
menting flagship initiatives and
urged them to maintain sustained
momentum to deliver timely and
quality outcomes that directly
benefit the people of Rajouri.

Deputy Commissioner Rajouri,
Abhishek Sharma; Chief Engineer
JalShakti,Hanif Choudhary; ADDC,
SE PWD, Executive Engineers of
Jal Shakti, PWD, ACD, ACP, Con-
servator of Forests and Divisional
Officer, Pollution Control Board,
other senior officers of district
administration attended the meet-
ing.

Kashmir Rejects 30 Years of
Bloodshed and Misrule by NC, PDP,
and Congress — Chooses Modi’s Path
of Peace and Prosperity: MP
Gulam Ali Khatana

m HT NEWS DESK

BUDGAM, NOVEMBER 5 : In a massive election
rally organised by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) at
Budgam Bus Stand, Rajya Sabha MP and BJP Senior
Leader Gulam Ali Khatana campaigned for BJP can-
didate Mohsin Aga ahead of the Budgam by-election,
urging the people to support the party’s vision of
peace, progress, and inclusive development. The
rally witnessed a huge turnout of BJP workers, youth,
and local residents from across Budgam district.

4
#
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Addressing the gathering, Khatana said that the
people of Kashmir have finally rejected the thirty
years of bloodshed, deceit, and misrule by the Na-
tional Conference (NC), Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP), and Congress, and have embraced the vision
of peace, prosperity, and development under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership. “For over three
decades, NC, PDP,and Congress kept Kashmir bleed-
ing for their political benefits. They divided people,
destroyed the youth'’s future, and stopped progress.
Today, the people of Kashmir have awakened. They
want peace, jobs, and development, not bullets and
slogans,” he said.

While speaking at the rally in Budgam, Khata-
na said that the National Conference is nothing
more than a family-run party where opportunities
are confined to a few individuals. “Due to this
family interference, the marginalised sections of
society never get a fair chance — only family mem-
bers benefit. NC, PDP, and Congress are all family-
based parties that have monopolised power and
opportunities. For seventy years, these parties
discriminated against the people of Budgam. Only
the BJP can bring real development and justice to
them,” he said, drawing loud applause from the
crowd.

Khatana further criticised the National Conference
leadership for betraying the trust of Budgam’s people.
“After the Assembly elections, Omar Abdullahresigned
from the Budgam Assembly constituency and left
the people to their fate. The same party that asked
for people’s votes abandoned them soon after vic-
tory. This shows how little they care about the wel-
fare of ordinary citizens,” he said. He added that
people had given their mandate to NC for their bet-
terment, butinstead of serving them, the party mis-
led and manipulated the public while doing no real
work for their progress.

Highlighting the BJP’s commitment to empower-
ing youth and ensuring inclusive development,
Khatana said that the young generation of Kashmir
represents the future and must be supported through
education, entrepreneurship, and employment. He
appealed to the people of Budgam to support BJP
candidate Mohsin Aga in the upcoming by-election
and strengthen the hands of Prime Minister Modi.
“This election is not about power; it is about peace
and progress. Let us end the politics of deceit and
embrace a prosperous, united, and developed Kash-
mir,” he said as the crowd echoed chants of “Hindu-
stan Zindabad.”
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Vote for D|vycm| Vote for vikas- Pathania

B HT NEWS DESK

UDHAMPUR,NOVEMBERS5 : While
canvassing for BJP candidate Divyani
Rana at Kattal, Batal, Surinsar, Chilla,
Barga, Sagoon, and various other
habitations of Nagrota Mr Ranbir Singh
Pathania MLA Udhampur East called
for massive mandate and support in
favour flower fresh, BJP candidate ,
whoisawinning combinationofyouth
and legacy. He was carrying out a mas-
sive Door to Door campaign in Man-
wal market.

During the campaign, Mr. Pathania
highlighted the leadership qualities
of Ms. Divyani Rana, describing her
as a young, educated and visionary
leader who brings energy and com-
mitment to public service. He stated
that her dynamic approach and ded-
ication mark her as a capable repre-
sentative with a strong development-
oriented outlook.

He noted that certain individuals
and groups were attempting to create

confusion, but expressed confidence
that the political narrative must remain
focused on development, stability and
progressive governance.

Mr. Pathania reiterated that the
Bharatiya Janata Party is committed
to the growth and prosperity of Jam-
mu & Kashmir, rooted in the principles
of nationalism, transparency and eq-
uitable progress. He stressed the need
to move beyond dynastic politics and
support leadership that prioritizes

governance and development over
personal interests.

Healsounderlined the importance
of strengthening democratic pro-
cessesand continuing the momentum
of development initiatives across the
region.

Mr. Pathania was accompanied by
BodhRaj(Sarpanch), Kulbhushan (Sar-
panch), Kuldeep Singh and several
otherlocalleaders and party workers
during the campaign.

SKUAST-K organizes
training Programme on
'Promotion and Cultivation of
Bamboo in Kashmir'

B HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

GANDERBAL, NOVEMBER 5: The Division of For-
est Products and Utilization, Faculty of Forestry,
Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences
and Technology of Kashmir (SKUAST-K), today orga-
nized a one-day training programme on “Promotion
and Cultivation of Bamboo in Kashmir.”

The programme aimed to create awareness among
farmers about the economic and ecological potential
of bamboo cultivation in the region.

The event was graced by Member of Parliament,
Mian Altaf Ahmad, as the Chief Guest.

In his address, the Member of Parliament ap-
preciated the efforts of the Faculty of Forestry, SKUAST-
K, for their continuous contribution towards the
upliftment of tribal and rural communities through
innovative forestry initiatives. “Bamboo can be a
game-changer for the economy of hill farmers. Such
programmes bring scientific knowledge to the grass-
roots level,” he remarked.

Dean, Faculty of Forestry, Prof. Arshid Hussain
Mughal, highlighted the importance of bamboo as
a fast-growing, sustainable resource that supports
livelihoods and environmental conservation. He
emphasized the university’s commitment to promot-
ing green and income-generating forestry practices
across Jammu and Kashmir.

Additional District Development Commissioner
(ADDC), Ganderbal, Manzoor Ahmad Bhat, , lauded
SKUAST-K’s outreach initiatives and said that bam-
boo cultivation aligns with the government’s vision
for sustainable rural development and employment
generation.

Head, Division of Forest Products and Utilization,
Prof. Parvez Ahmad Sofi, presented the overview of
the training programme and discussed various aspects
of bamboo propagation, management, and utilization.

Divisional Forest Officer (DFO), Ganderbal, Igbal
Rasool Dar, highlighted the ecological importance
of bamboo in soil conservation and biodiversity en-
hancement. He stressed that bamboo can play a sig-
nificant role in combating land degradation in Kash-
mir’s hilly terrains.

On the occasion, a book titled “Commercial Me-
dicinal Plants of Kashmir Himalayas” authored by
Dr. Tahir Mushtaq and Dr. P. A. Sofi, HoD (FPU) was
released by the Member of Parliament along with
other dignitaries.

The event also witnessed the distribution of ag-
ricultural tool kits among 50 progressive farmers,
aninitiative aimed at supporting their participation
in bamboo cultivation and related forestry enter-
prises.

Army Organises Free Medical Camp
for Civilians at Phulungu & Basantgarh

B HT NEWS DESK

B HT NEWS DESK

Army Empowers Youth in Kalal Village, Rajouri Through

both skill development and artistic ex-
pression.

UDHAMPUR, NOVEMBER5 : The In-
dian Army organised a free medical camp
at Phulungu village, Dudu Basantgarh,
reaffirming its commitment to the welfare
and well-being of local communities in
remote areas.

The initiative aimed to provide acces-
sible healthcare to villagers who have
limited medical facilities. During the camp,
a team of Indian Army Medical Officers
and healthcare staff conducted essential

health check-ups, distributed free med-
icines and provided consultations on
general health, hygiene and preventive
care.

The event received an enthusiastic
response from residents, who expressed
heartfelt gratitude for the Indian Army’s
efforts. This initiative highlights the In-
dian Army’s enduring dedication to pro-
moting public health, strengthening
civil-military relations and improving
the quality of life in far-flung regions of
Jammu & Kashmir.

RAJOURI, NOVEMBER 5 : The Indian
Army has launched a creativity-building
initiative in Kalal village, Rajouri by dis-
tributing hand cameras to the local pop-
ulation.

The effortaims to equip residents with
the tools to explore photography and
express their unique perspectives. Along-
side the distribution, the Indian Army
conducted an interactive workshop to
teach the fundamentals of photography
including framing, lighting and capturing
meaningful moments thereby fostering

The event evoked enthusiasm and joy
among the villagers of Kalal, inspiring
them to portray their village’s beauty and
spirit on a broader platform. This initia-
tive reflects the Indian Army’s continued
commitment to community engagement
and youth empowerment, focusing on
nurturing talent and creativity beyond
conventional education. The Indian Army
remains steadfastinits mission to inspire
and support young minds across Rajouri’s
villages, shaping the storytellers of tomor-
row.

2nd J&K Masters Games Begin at M.A. Stadium Jammu
Over 400 master athletes por’nmpo’re in five- doy multi-sport event

B HT NEWS DESK

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 5 : A
spiritof sportsmanship and vital-
ity filled the air at M.A. Stadium
Jammu today as the 2nd Jammu
& Kashmir Masters Games were
officially inaugurated by Deputy
Inspector General of Police, Jam-
mu Samba KathuaRange, Sh. Shiv
Kumar Sharma (IPS). The grand
sporting event, organized by the
Jammu & Kashmir Masters Games
Association (JKMGA)affiliated with
the Super Masters Gamesand Sports
Federation (India)celebrates the
joy of lifelong fitness and athletic
excellence.

The inaugural ceremony wit-
nessed an impressive march past
and oath ceremony, showcasing
the vibrant energy of more than
400 master players and 70 officials

ORGANISED BY : J&K MASTER’'S GAMES ASSOCIATION

% 2 [&I{ MASTER’S GAMES (IllMMll)

AFFILIATED TO : SUPER MASTERS GAMES FEDERATION OF INDIA rom
“FoR MEN & WOMEN AGE 30+ AND ABOVE U IIE MA STADIIIM .MMMU

lighted the associations mission
to promote sports among indi-
viduals aged 30 and above. He
emphasized that age is no bar-
rier to excellence, as master ath-
letes continue to inspire society
through their dedication and
perseverance. These games are
a celebration of lifelong fitness
and a testament to the power of
sportin uniting people, he said,
reaffirming JKMGAs commitment
to strengthening the culture of
fitnessand wellness across Jam-
mu & Kashmir.

The event proceedings were
conducted gracefully by Mamta
Bajaj, Vice President of JKMGA,
whose enthusiasmand energy kept
the audience engaged. A heartfelt
vote of thanks was delivered by
Ashok Sharma, Executive Member
of JKMGA.

from across the Union Territory.
The gathering included several
former national and internation-
al players who have returned to
the field to inspire the next gen-
eration.

The event was graced by Guest
of Honour Sh. Ranjit Singh Sam-
byal, IPS, Principal Police Techni-
cal Training Institute Samba, and

Capt. Murti Gupta, ex-Army Of-
ficer, President J&K Lawn Tennis
Association, and Editor-in-Chief
of Greater Jammu.

Spanning five days, the Masters
Games will feature adiverserange
of sports disciplines including
athletics, handball, kho-kho, table
tennis, powerlifting, weightlifting,
yoga, roller hockey, pickleball,

kabaddi, tinnikot, lawn tennis,
badminton, basketball, chess,
football, hockey, swimming, rope
skipping, and tennis ball cricket.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief
Guest DIG Shiv Kumar Sharma
lauded the participants for their
enthusiasm and commitment,
emphasizing that the Masters
Games not only encourage healthy

competition but also promote a
balanced, active,and positive life-
style among citizens of all ages.
He noted that suchinitiatives play
avitalrolein fostering discipline,
fitness, and camaraderie across
communities.

Sh. Ranjit Singh Chib, former
SSP,international handball play-
er,and President of JKMGA, high-

Prominentdignitaries present
ontheoccasionincluded Secretary
General Neete Kaur, Treasurer
Romesh Sharma, Vinay Saraf, Som
Raj Gupta, Kuljeet Singh, Sanjay
Puri, Prabal Sharma, Rameshwar
Singh Manhas, Rakesh Singh Sal-
athia, and several other distin-
guished members of the sports
fraternity.
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Zohran Mamdani Scripts History, Becoming
First South Asian And Muslim To Be Elected NYC Mayor

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW YORK, NOV 5: Zohran
Mamdani scripted history on
Election Day as he emerged
victorious in the closely-
watched battle for New York
City Mayor, becoming the first
South Asian and Muslim to be
elected tosit at the helm of the
largest city in the US.

Mamdani, 34, had been the
front-runner in the NYC May-
oral election formonthsand on
Tuesday defeated Republican
nominee Curtis Sliwaand polit-
ical heavyweight former New
York State Governor Andrew
Cuomo, whoranasanindepen-
dentcandidate and received US
President Donald Trump’s
endorsement only on the eve of
the election.

Mamdani had upset Cuomo
inthe Democratic primaryrace
for New York City mayor and
wasdeclared victoriousinJune
this year.

“Zohran Mamdani is run-
ning for Mayor to lower the cost
of living for working class New
Yorkers,” hiscampaign had said

as the young politician contin-
ued to garner support among
the youth and working-class
New Yorkers, who have been
reelingunder the burden of high
costsand jobinsecuritiesamid
atough economicand political
climate in the country.

With Mamdani’s win, New
York City and the US entered a
new political and ideological
erawith the democratic social-
ist now at the helm of the cita-
del of capitalism.

Indian-descent Mamdaniis
the son of renowned filmmak-
er Mira Nair and Columbia Uni-
versity professor Mahmood
Mamdani.

He was born and raised in
Kampala, Uganda and moved
to New York City with his fam-
ily when he was 7. Mamdani
becameanaturalised US citizen
only recently in 2018.

Mamdani attended the
Bronx High School of Science
and received a Bachelor’s
Degreein Africana Studies from
Bowdoin College.

In high school, he co-found-
ed hisschool'sfirst ever cricket

team, which went on to par-
ticipate in the Public School
Athletic League’s inaugural
cricket season, his campaign
profile said.

He worked as a foreclosure
prevention housing counsellor,
helpinglow-income homeown-
ersof colouracross Queens fight
off eviction and stay in their
homes, according to his official
profile.

His work led him to run for
office and he was first elected
tothe New York State Assembly
in 2020 and represented the
36th Assembly District and its
neighbourhoods of Astoria,
Ditmars-Steinway and Astoria
Heights.

“After having spent every
day negotiating with banks that
valued profits over people, he
came face-to-face with thereal-
ity that this housingcrisis — one
which predated this pandemic
— was not natural to our lives,
but instead a choice.

“A choice that was the con-
sequence of decades of pro-
corporate policies enacted
across our country as well as

our state. Yet, like with any
choice, we always have the
opportunity to change and
Zohranisexcited tobe a partof
that,” his profile said.

“Zohran is proud to be the
first South Asian man to serve
inthe NYS Assembly as well as
the first Ugandan and only the
third Muslim to ever be amem-
ber of the body. For too long,
communities suchasthese have
been left out of our state’s poli-
tics and priorities. Zohran will
seek toamplify the voices of the
preferably unheard across both

the district and the state for as
long as he remains in office,” it
added.

Mamdani has promised to
“lower costs and make life
easier” for New Yorkers as the
city gets “too expensive”.

Mamdani hasvowed thatas
Mayor, he will immediately
freeze the rent for all stabilised
tenants,and use every available
resource to build the housing
New Yorkers need and bring
down the rent.

Promising fast, fare-free
buses, his campaign said that

as Mayor, he’ll permanently
eliminate the fare onevery city
bus - and make them faster by
rapidly building priority lanes,
expandingbus queue jump sig-
nals, and dedicated loading
zones to keep double parkers
out of the way.

Mamdani would alsoimple-
ment free childcare for every
New Yorker aged 6 weeks to 5
years, ensuring high quality
programming for all families.

With food prices out of con-
trol, his campaign also prom-
ised that as Mayor, he will cre-
ate a network of city-owned
grocery stores focused on keep-
ing prices low, not making a
profit.

Mamdanihasaplantobring
down the cost-of-living through
city-owned grocery stores, uni-
versal childcare,and otherbold
proposals,and he knows exact-
ly how to pay for it, too, the
campaign said.

During his campaign, Mam-
dani has faced questions and
scepticism about his relative
inexperience asalawmakerand
whether he is fit to run a city

that has a budget of more than
USD 100 billion.

“I believe that I am the best
qualified for this position
because of a recognition of the
greatest challenge that the city
faces, and that challenge is
affordability,” Mamdani had
told the New York Times.

His campaign has touted his
fight for the working class in
and outside the legislature,
including his hunger strike
alongside taxidriverstoachieve
more than USD 450 million in
debt relief, winning over USD
100 million in the state budget
for increased subway service
and a successful fare-free bus
pilot,and organising New York-
ers to defeat a proposed dirty
power plant.

“The costoflivingis crushing
working people but Zohran
believes that government can
lower costs and make life easi-
er in our city — he’ll use every
tool available tobringdownthe
rent, create world class public
transit, and make it easier to
raise a family,” his campaign
has promised. (Agencies)

AAP dlleges bus
service collapse in Delhi,
points o removal of
Cluster Buses

m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI,NOV 5: The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
today alleged a complete collapse of Delhi's bus
system, claiming that commuters are facing severe
hardships due to a drastic shortage of buses.

AAP's Delhi State President Saurabh Bharadwaj
conducted visits to several bus stops in city, stating
that he found passengers waiting for hours.

Bharadwaj alleged that the crisis began after the
BJP-led government removed cluster buses from
the roads in April. He reported that at the Mandi
House bus stop, commuters told him they now wait
for up to an hour for a bus, a situation they claim
has worsened over the last two months.

The AAPleaderasserted thatthe shortage is most
acute on routes to East Delhi. He claimed that
buses to areas like Laxmi Nagar and Anand Vihar
have become scarce and that specific routes have

been discontinued.

According to him, whenbuses finally arrive, they
are often too overcrowded to board, leading to
immense passenger frustration, especially during

peak evening hours.

Later at the Chirag Delhi bus stop, Bharadwaj
alleged that passengers onroutes419 and 423, which
connect South Delhi to Old Delhi, are facing waits
of an hour or more. He described these routes as
critical lifelines for daily commuters.

The AAP has questioned the government's ratio-
nale for the service disruption. Bharadwaj stated
that while depot renovation has been cited as a
reason, the party alleged that the government's
approach has been poorly planned, causing maxi-

mum public inconvenience.

The party contended that the removal of cluster
buseshasdisproportionately harmed residents of East
Delhi and those travelling to major hospitals. UNI

India, Belgium reatfirm commitment to

NEWDELHI,NOV 5: Indiaand
Belgium held the third round of
Foreign Office Consultations in
Brussels today during whichthey
reaffirmed their commitment to
advancing a balanced, fair and
mutually beneficial India-EU Free
Trade Agreement (FTA).

The talks were co-chaired by
Sibi George, Secretary (West), Min-
istry of External Affairs of India,
and Theodora Gentzis, President
oftheBoard, Federal PublicService
Foreign Affairs of Belgium.

This meeting follows the suc-
cessful visit of Princess Astrid of
BelgiumleadinganEconomicDel-
egation to India in March 2025.
Regular high-level political visits
and interactions including the
visitof Belgian Deputy Prime Min-

ister/Foreign Minister toIndiaand
the External Affairs Minister to
Belgium have provided guidance
andrenewed momentum tobilat-
eral relations, a statement said.
During the Consultations, the
two delegations reviewed the full
spectrum of India-Belgium rela-
tions and reaffirmed their com-
mitmenttofurtherstrengthenthe
bilateral partnership. Key areas
discussed included trade and
investment cooperation, technol-
ogy, science and innovation,
defence and security, renewable
energy, education and people to
people relations. Both sides also
discussed theimportance of deep-
ening India-European union (EU)
ties, following the historic visit of
the EU College of Commissioners
to India in February this year and
the communication on the new

India-EU Strategic Agenda.

They reaffirmed their joint
commitmenttoadvancingacom-
prehensive, balanced, fair and

mutually beneficial India-EU Free
Trade Agreement (FTA).

Further, the Consultations

covered cooperation in multilat-

advancing fair, mutually beneﬁ(:lal India-EU FTA

®m  UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

eral fora and institutional dia-
logue mechanisms. The twosides
also exchanged perspectives on
regional and global issues of
importance.

The Foreign Office Consulta-
tions reaffirmed both sides
shared commitment to further
deepentheirbilateral relationship
in a multidimensional manner
— political,economic,investment,
technology, defence,and people-
to-people spheres.

The meetinginBrussels comes
as India and the EU are pushing
ahead with their negotiations for
a Free Trade Agreement (FTA).
Senior EU negotiators are cur-
rently in New Delhi (November
3-7)for high-level consultations
toresolve key outstandingissues,
with the aim to finalise a deal by
the end of 2025. UNI

Rahul Gandhi escalates vote fraud allegations in Haryana,

ECI denies claims, questions Congress's vigilance

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

identify voters with the same name

NEW DELHI, NOV 5: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi intensified his
accusations oflarge-scale voter fraud
in Haryana on Wednesday, alleging
thatnearly 25 lakh votes were stolen
in the recent Assembly elections.

Speaking at a press conference,

and address, but they refused. The
reason is clear—they are aiding the
BJP" he alleged.

Gandhi also condemned the clas-
sification of voters under "house
number zero" as homeless, stating
that ground verification revealed
many were actual residents, calling
the Chief Election Commissioner's

PM Modi honors 'Bihar
Kokila' Sharda Sinha on

first death anniversary
m UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

the Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha charged that the Election
Commission of India was complicit
inundermining the democratic pro-
cess by ignoring widespread irregu-
larities in the electoral rolls.

"The exit polls showed Congress
winning, but the final results tell a
different story,” Gandhi stated
emphatically. "Inpostal ballots, Con-
gress was leading, but the official
outcomes do not reflect that. I bring
you this with 101 percent truth.”

Gandhidetailed alarmingirregu-
larities, including a woman's photo-
graph appearing on 22 different
voterID cardsand anindividual being
registered with 500 voters at one
address.

He described this as a "centralized

operation” and referred to it as the
"Brazil model" of vote manipulation.
He also claimed that one in eight voter
IDs in Haryana is fake, with over 1.24
lakh counterfeit photos found. Addi-
tionally, discrepancies in voter names
and ages across lists raised further
concernsabouttheintegrity oftherolls.
Criticizing the ECI, Gandhiaccused
itofrefusing to use software capable
of detecting duplicate voters. "We
asked the ECI to run the software to

statement "deliberate misinforma-
tion." He cited a BJP leader from Pal-
wal with 66 voters registered at his
residence as evidence of systematic

manipulation.

This controversy follows Gandhi's
previous criticism of the ECI over
voter list deletions in Karnataka's
Mahadevanapura Assembly seat,
where he accused the Commission
of shielding those undermining
democracy—a charge the ECI dis-

missed as baseless.

Moreover,as the debate intensifies,
demandsfortransparencyandaccount-
ability in India's electoral processes
grow louder, highlighting the critical
need toensure the integrity of democ-

racy and public trust. UNI

cultural heritage.

NEW DELHI, NOV 5: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today paid a tribute to the late folk singing
legend, Sharda Sinha, affectionately known as the
'Bihar Kokila, on her first death anniversary. The
Prime Minister acknowledged her immense con-
tribution to the promotion of Bihar's rich art and

Inaposton his official X handle, PM Modi stated,
"On the first death anniversary of Bihar Kokila
Sharda Sinha ji, heartfelt tribute to her."

He further emphasized her lasting impact, add-
ing, "She gave a new identity to Bihar's art and
culture through folk songs, forwhich she will always
be remembered. Her melodious songs associated
with the great festival Chhath will forever remain
etched in the hearts of the people.”

Arenowned folk singer, Sharda Sinha was cele-
brated for her soulful renditions of traditional Bihari
folk songs, particularly those central to the auspicious
Chhath Puja festival. Her timeless music resonated
with audiences across generations, earning her the
beloved title 'Bihar Kokila.' UNI

Rijiju rejects Rahul Gandhi’s vote theft claims, accuses Congress of political diversion

E UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI NOV 5: union
Minister of Parliamentary
AffairsKiren Rijiju today strong-
ly dismissed Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi’s allegations of
large-scale vote theft in Hary-
ana, accusing him of making
baseless claims todivertatten-
tion from the party’s struggles
inBiharand mislead youngvot-
ers.

Speakingata pressbriefing,

®© 00 ©

Rijiju said, “Rahul Gandhi held
a press conference not to focus
on the Bihar polls, but to hide
hisfailures by raising the Hary-
ana issue. This clearly shows
Congress has nothing substan-
tial left in Bihar, so they resort
todistractions.” He urged Gan-
dhi to concentrate on serious
matters rather than spreading
unfounded accusations.

Rijiju ridiculed Gandhi’s
recurring warnings of an
impending “hydrogen bomb”

of electoral fraud, remarking,
“Rahul Gandhi says the bomb
is going to explode, but it never
does.” He also pointed to inter-
nal turmoil within Haryana
Congress, citing senior leaders
who admitted to organization-
al weaknesses and infighting.
“When their own leaders con-
fess to losing due to their own
conflicts, and Rahul Gandhi
blames the Election Commis-
sion, who will believe him?” he
questioned.

The minister further criti-
cized Gandhi’s frequent over-
seas trips during critical elec-
tion periods, suggesting the
Congressleaderimports foreign
narratives to create “baseless
stories” and waste public time.
“Politicians should addressreal
issues, notindulge in futile dis-
tractions,” Rijiju added.

Earlier in the day, Gandhi
alleged a massive voter fraud
scheme in Haryana involving
nearly 25 lakh fake votes, dupli-

cate entries, and manipulated
electoralrolls. He accused Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar of misleading the public
about the classification of
homeless voters and exposed
cases of bogus voter IDs.

Rijiju labeled these allega-
tions “misguided and irrespon-
sible,” defending the BJP’s com-
mitment to democratic values
and fair elections. He also
accused Congress of shielding
Gandhi and deflecting blame

onto Electronic Voting
Machines, stating, “Their so-
called ‘hydrogen bomb’ allega-
tions have never detonated.”
Asthe political temperature
rises ahead of key state assem-
bly polls, Rijiju’srobust defense
aims to assure voters of the
government’s dedication to
electoral integrity, while high-
lighting the deepening polariza-
tion within India’s political
landscape, especially among
the influential youth vote. UNI
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Knee Surgery
Rules R Ashwin Out
O1fBBL 2025-26

m ESPNCRICINFO

CHENNALI: Ashwin said he was "gut-
ted" tomiss the opportunity, whichwould
have made him the first capped India
player to play in the BBL, while Thunder
said they were "working closely with
him on a revised schedule of activity"”
that could include appearances at games
in a non-playing capacity.

The offspinner released a letter on
Instagram to Thunder fans explaining
that he had hurt his knee while train-
ing in Chennai and had undergone a
procedure, which meant he would be
unavailable to play for them this BBL
season, which runs from December 14
until January 25.

Ashwin's retirement from the IPL
earlier this year made it possible for him
to play in overseas leagues, but the deal
with Thunder, who he had committed
the entire BBL season to once he went
unsoldinthelILT20auction, was the only
one that had been confirmed.

"I'm gutted tomiss BBL|15," Ashwin
was quoted as sayinginaThunder state-

ment. "My focus now is recovery and
coming back stronger. I'm grateful to
the Thunder family and the fans for the
warmth they've already shown me.
Trent [Copeland, Thunder general man-
ager| and the entire management made
me feel part of the club from our very
first conversation.

"If rehab and travel plans allow, I'd
love to be around the group laterin the
seasonand meet the fans. Wishing both
Thunder teams a big year."

It is a huge blow to Thunder and
Copeland, who had gone above and
beyond to lure Ashwin to Sydney.

"Everyone at Sydney Thunder was
devastated to learn of Ash's knee in-
jury that has ruled him out of BBL|15,
and we wish him well in his recovery,"
Copeland said. "From the moment we
first spoke with Ash, his commitment
to Thunder was clear. We are hopeful
of welcoming him into our dugout for
part of BBL|15, introducing him to our
fansatevents and building along-term
relationship. While disappointing for
the club, we have built two champion-

ship-contending squads and expect to
continue the progress of recent seasons
in WBBL|11 and BBL|15."

Ashwin's absence is also a major
blow to the BBL. Cricket Australia CEO
Todd Greenberg and head of the BBL
Alistair Dobson had been in contact
with Ashwin about playing in the BBL
prior to him signing with Thunder.

The anticipation of having a capped
Indian player of Ashwin's stature was
enormous and there was particular
excitementabout him playing alongside
David Warner at Thunder and bowling
to a host of Australia's stars including
Steven Smith and Glenn Maxwell, as
well as a highly anticipated match-up
with Pakistan's Babar Azam who is set
to play for Sydney Sixers after Pakistan's
national players were cleared to take
part in the BBL.

Thunder now have the opportunity
to sign an injury replacement player
but they are already well stocked in
the spindepartment with Chris Green,
Tanveer Sangha, Pakistan's ShadabKhan
and Tom Andrews already on the list.

Record World Cup
tally takes Wolvaardt
past Mandhana to No. 1
in ODI rankings
m ESPNCRICINFO

MUMBALI: Laura Wolvaardt has crossed Smriti
Mandhana to get to the No. 1 spot in the ICC's ODI
batting rankings for women after her centuries in
the semi-final and final of the World Cup in India.

Wolvaardt's 169 in the win against England in
the semi-final, and then the 101 in a losing cause
againstIndiain the final, gave her an aggregate of
571 runs in the tournament, a record for World
Cups, and that took her up to 814 ratings points,
a career high for her, and three more than Mand-
hana's 811.

Mandhana was the No. 1 batter in the rankings
throughout the World Cup, but was below her best
inthe knockouts, scoring 24 in the semi-final against
Australia,and 45 in the final. She still finished second
on the World Cup run-scorers' list.

Ellyse Perry, meanwhile, made a top-ten move
to seventh with a knock of 77 in the semi-final
againstIndia, sharing the spot with Sophie Devine,
whoretired from ODI cricket after the tournament,
where New Zealand failed to make the semi-finals.

Jemimah Rodrigues was the star of the semi-
final against Australia, scoring a match-winning
unbeaten 127, which pushed her up nine spots to
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No. 10, while Phoebe Litchfield, Australia's top-
scorerin the semi-final with 119, jumped 13 spots
to 13th.

Marizanne Kapp, alongside Wolvaardt, was the
hero for South Africa in the semi-final against
England, with returns of 5 for 20 with the ball,
and that took her up to second spot among bowl-
ers, a jump of two places. That leaves Kapp only
behind England's Sophie Ecclestone. Annabel
Sutherland (sixth) and Kim Garth (seventh) also
moved up a spot each inside the top ten, where
their team-mate Alana King is at No. 3, pushed
down by Kapp.

Deepti Sharma, the Player of the Tournament
at the World Cup, had seven wickets and 82 runs
across the knockouts, and moved up a spot up to
fourth on the allrounders' rankings, crossing
Sutherland in the process.
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Arya and Suryavanshi in Jitesh-led India
A squad at Rising Stars T20 Asia Cup

B ESPNCRICINFO

RAIPUR: Jitesh Sharma has
beennamed captain of the India
Asquad for the upcoming Asian
Cricket Council (ACC)Rising Stars
Asia Cup, earlier the Emerging
Teams tournament, to be played
in Doha from November 14 to
23. Naman Dhir has been ap-
pointed his deputy The selectors
have also included 14-year-old
Vaibhav Suryavanshiinthe squad,
which explains his absence from
the four-team Under-19 Chal-
lenger Trophy. Over the years, that
tournament has been used as a
key marker by the junior nation-
alselection panel tofinalise their
squad for next year's Under-19
World Cup - forwhich Suryavan-
shi appears to be a certainty.

Oman

kumar, Yudhvir Singh and Yash

Nov 19 - Afg vs HK; Ban vs SL

Nov 21 - Semi-finals: Al vs
B2; B1 vs A2

Nov 23 - Final

InhismaidenIPLcampaignin
2025, Arya struck 475 runs at a
strike rate of 179.24 - the third-
bestinterms of runs for the fran-
chise behind Shreyas Iyer and
Prabhsimran Singh. Last week,
Arya was handed a first-class
debutbyDelhiinthe Ranji Trophy.

The other key state and IPL

The 15-membersquad, picked schedule performersinclude Abishek Porel,
by Ajit Agarkar and his senior Nov 14 - Oman vs Pak; Ind  currently captaining Bengal in
men's selection panel, compris-  vs UAE AbhimanyuEaswaran's absence,

es some stellar IPL performers,
most notably Punjab Kings and
Delhi Premier League (DPL) star
Priyansh Arya.

ACCRising Starstournament

Nov 15 - Ban vs HK; Afg vs SL

Nov 16 - Oman vs UAE; Ind
vs Pak

Nov 17 - HK vs SL; Afg vs Ban

Nov 18 - Pak vs UAE; Ind vs

and Harsh Dubey, who has been
a regular feature across various
India A squads over the past few
months.The fastbowlersinclude
Gurjapneet Singh, Vyshak Vijay-

Thakur - all of whom are part of
BCCI's targeted pool of fast bowl-
ers.Ramandeep Singh and Sury-
ansh Shedge are the seam-bowl-
ing allrounders.

Pakistan Aand Omanwillkick
off the tournament, with the
showpiece India A vs Pakistan A
match slotted for November 16.
The teams are divided into two
groups: Group Ahas Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Hong Kong and Sri
Lanka, while Group B has India,
Oman, Pakistan and UAE.

This will be the first cricket-
ingexchange between the men's
teams of Indiaand Pakistan since
the senior Asia Cupin September,
though the seniorwomen's teams
faced off at the ODI World Cup
earlier this month.
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