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Article 370 gone,
J&K now integrated with 

India: Amit Shah
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Friday said Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
fulfilled Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s vision of a unified 
India by abrogating Article 370 from Jammu and 
Kashmir, completing the mission that Patel had 
begun after Independence.

Speaking at the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas celebrations 
in Gujarat’s Ekta Nagar, Shah, as per the news 
agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), said Sardar 
Patel had shown unparalleled determination in 
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50 percent teaching posts being de-freezed: Sakeena Itoo 'Over 97,000 J&K employees await 
regularization, panel reviewing options'

College Upgrades Based 
on Public Need: Minister

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: Minister for Education, 
Sakeena Itoo today said that the 52  newly 
sanctioned degree colleges are being made 
fully functional before any proposal will be 
taken for opening new degree colleges across 
Jammu and Kashmir.
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�� HT NEWS DESK / KNO

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: More than 97,000 casu-
al and other workers across Jammu and Kashmir 
are awaiting regularization as the government 
has constituted a committee to examine all 
related aspects before finalizing a policy decision.

The committee set up in March, 2025, has 
been tasked with reviewing humanitarian, legal 
and financial implications involved in the regu-
larization process and suggesting a comprehen-
sive framework for absorption of these workers 
into government service.

In response to a query by MLA Rajiv Jasrotia 
in the Legislative Assembly, the government, as 
per the news agency—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), said the panel is undertaking an in-depth 
assessment covering constitutional, administra-
tive and financial considerations.

The findings will form the basis of a uniform 
policy for all categories of temporary workers 
across the Union Territory.

According to official data, a total of 97,467 
workers have been registered through Aadhar-
based biometric identification and skill
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�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: Minister for 
Health and Education Departments, 
Sakeena itoo today said that the gov-
ernment is de-freezing 50 percent of 
teaching posts in Jammu and Kashmir.

The Minister was replying to a ques-
tion raised by Legislator Javaid Iqbal 
in the Legislative Assembly today.

She said that the recruitment of 
teachers would address staff shortage 
in schools and facilitate better educa-
tion to the students, enrolled in gov-
ernment schools.

The Minister said that the govern-
ment is taking massive infrastructure 
development of schools under 
SAMAGRA to provide adequate and 
all basic facilities to the students in all 
schools.

“Elected representatives are con-
sulted for prioritizing infrastructure 
development in their areas,” the Min-
ister said.

Sharing details, the Minister said 
that there are total 917 positions of 
including Principals, Lecturers,  ZEOs, 
Headmasters, Masters and Teachers
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Let Our Work Speak After Five Years: CM
CM Omar Abdullah Inaugurates Noor Jahan Bridge at Qamarwari

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah today inaugu-
rated the 3x43 metre PSC Girder 
Double Lane Noor Jahan Bridge at 
Qamarwari, constructed over the 
River Jhelum to significantly ease 
traffic congestion and improve con-
nectivity between the two sides of 

Srinagar city connecting Qamar-
wari with Noorbagh and serve as a 
vital link leading to Nallahmar road.

Built at a cost of Rs. 12.77 crore, 
the project marks a major step 
toward strengthening the city’s 
road infrastructure and ensuring 
smooth vehicular movement, par-
ticularly in the densely populated 
Qamarwari and adjoining areas.

Addressing a large public gather-
ing after inaugurating the bridge, 
the Chief Minister said, “This 
bridge’s foundation was laid by me 
and after 11 years our government 
comes back to complete it and today 
dedicate it to the people.”

He added, “Despite the hurdles 
we face in governance, my 
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We Must Get United for Aatm-Nirbhar J&K 
and Viksit Bharat : LG Manoj Sinha 

Able Leadership of PM Modi Realised The Long-Cherished Dream of Dr Shyama 
Prasad Mukharji Through All-Round Development of J&K

People Should Not
Be Misled on Statehood: 
LG Manoj Sinha

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on Thursday 
said that the elected government in the Union 
Territory has full authority to function and should 
focus on governance rather than linking devel-
opment to the restoration of statehood.

Speaking at a function marking the Founda-
tion Day of the Union Territory of Jammu and 
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�� HT NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Friday said that an “aspira-
tional Jammu and Kashmir” was born on Octo-
ber 31, 2019, marking the dawn of peace, prog-
ress, and equal opportunity in the Union 
Territory.

Speaking at the Foundation Day celebrations 
of Jammu and Kashmir, the Lieutenant Governor 
highlighted that the UT has achieved remarkable 
milestones in infrastructure, governance, and 
social justice within a short span of time. “All forms 
of discrimination have been eliminated and social 
justice and equality established,” he said.

Earlier, Sinha administered the Unity Pledge 
and flagged off the ‘Run for Unity’ event to com-
memorate the birth anniversary of Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel, India’s first Home Minister and 
the architect of national integration.
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Strong governance, unity 
crushed roots of terrorism in 

Kashmir: PM Modi
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday 
said that strong governance and national unity had crushed the 
roots of terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir, asserting that the 
region’s complete integration after the abrogation of Article 370 
reflected Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel’s vision of a united India.

He said Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel had wanted to fully integrate 
Jammu and Kashmir with India, 
just as he did with other princely 
states, but that then Prime Minis-
ter Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru did 
not allow it.

As per the news agency—Kash-
mir News Observer (KNO), address-
ing the gathering after the Rash-
triya Ekta Diwas parade at Ekta 
Nagar in Gujarat on the 150th birth 
anniversary of Sardar Patel, Modi 
said Patel’s goal was to bring every princely state under one flag 
and Constitution.

“Sardar Patel wanted to unite the entire Kashmir, just as he 
did with other princely states. But Nehru ji stopped his wish from 
being fulfilled. Kashmir was divided, given a separate Constitution 
and a separate flag, and the nation suffered for decades because 
of Congress’s mistake,” he said.
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Govt elevates two Senior 
Engineers as In-Charge 
Chief Engineers

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: The Government of 
Jammu and Kashmir has ordered the placement 
of two Superintending Engineers of the Jal 
Shakti Department as In-charge Chief Engineers.

As per the orders issued by Additional Chief 
Secretary, Jal Shakti, Shaleen Kabra, upon their 
elevation, Er. Vijay Singh Manhas has been 
posted as Director Technical, Jammu and Kash-
mir Economic Reconstruction Agency (JKERA), 
while Er. Rajeev Gupta has been posted as 

  Turn on Page 2

IGP among 20 J-K cops 
picked for MHA award for 
avenging Pahalgam attack

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: Twenty officers of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police have received the 
“Kendriya Grihmantri Dakshata Padak” from 
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) for their 
role in Operation Mahadev.

The officers were part of the counter-terror 
operation in which three Pakistani militants 
were killed, three months after the April 22 
Pahalgam terror attack. One of the slain militants, 
Suleiman alias Asif, was identified as the key
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CS Stresses Long-Term Roadmap for Higher Education in J&K
�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: Chief Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo today underscored the 
need for a comprehensive and futur-
istic roadmap to transform the higher 
education landscape in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Chairing a high-level meeting to 
review the sector, he called upon the 
Higher Education Department to for-
mulate a 5–10year strategic plan aimed 
at elevating the stature of higher edu-
cation and aligning it with contempo-
rary academic, technological, and 
market needs.

The meeting was attended by Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Higher Educa-

tion Department, Shantmanu; Director, 
Colleges; Managing Director, RUSA; 
and other senior officers of the depart-
ment.

Emphasizing the importance of 
relevance and innovation, the Chief 
Secretary urged the Department to 

revise the curriculum to make it more 
skill-oriented, industry-driven, and 
aspirational in outlook.

 He stressed redesigning outdated 
courses and introducing new, market-
driven programmes to ensure 
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CM Lays Foundation of Central 
Veterinary Hospital at Athwajan

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah today laid the foundation stone of the 
Central Veterinary Hospital at Athwajan, Srinagar, 
marking a major step towards strengthening 
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CM Unveils Kashmir Marathon 
Expo at Polo View

�� HT NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah today inaugurated the exposition of 
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We Must Get.....
Under the leadership of Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi, Sinha said, the long-cherished dreams 
of Sardar Patel and Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee 
are being realised through all-round development 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

“We must follow the vision and ideals of Sardar 
Patel and work as a unified force for the shared 
goal of Aatm-Nirbhar J&K and Viksit Bharat,” he 
said, adding that the UT has “made history in terms 
of all-round development” and must continue its 
journey as “an unbreakable entity.”

Reiterating the Centre’s commitment to restor-
ing statehood, Sinha said, “The Hon’ble Prime 
Minister and Hon’ble Union Home Minister have 
made it clear — delimitation first, then assembly 
elections, and statehood at an appropriate time.”

On the ongoing administrative clean-up, the 
Lieutenant Governor maintained that the termina-
tion of government employees involved in terror 
activities would continue “until the terror ecosys-
tem is completely wiped out from governance.”

He urged people to remain united against ele-
ments trying to disrupt the development process. 
“Attempts are being made to stall the pace of 
growth, but people must stand firm to ensure that 
progress continues uninterrupted,” he said.

Calling upon public representatives and govern-
ment officials to uphold peace, harmony, and 
development, Sinha noted, “Since 2019, the aspi-
rations of Jammu and Kashmir are linked to those 
of the entire nation. We must work with dedication 
to transform unity into prosperity, guided by the 
vision of the four Ps — Peace, Progress, Prosperity, 
and People First.”

To mark the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor 
inaugurated a photo exhibition titled “An Era of 
Transformative Governance in Jammu Kashmir.” 
The event also featured a documentary on Viksit 
Jammu Kashmir by the Department of Information 
and Public Relations, along with interactions with 
young achievers and budding entrepreneurs.

Among those present were Leader of Opposition 
Shri Sunil Sharma, Rajya Sabha MP Er. Gulam Ali 
Khatana, Waqf Board Chairperson Dr. Darakhshan 
Andrabi, Chief Secretary Shri Atal Dulloo, Special 
DG Coordination Shri S.J.M. Gillani, Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir Shri Anshul Garg, senior 
civil and police officers, heads of educational 
institutions, youth, and prominent citizens.

People Should.....
Kashmir, Sinha reiterated that the roadmap for 

the region had already been outlined by the Union 
Home Minister delimitation first, assembly elec-
tions second, and restoration of statehood at an 
appropriate time.

“Some people still seem to have a problem,” 
the Lieutenant Governor remarked. “When assem-
bly elections were held, it was clear that they were 
being conducted for the Union Territory. The 
elected government cannot make the excuse that 
work cannot be done till statehood is restored.”

Sinha asserted that all administrative powers 
rest with the elected government and cautioned 
people against being misled on the issue. “All 
powers are with the government. People should 
not be misled under the pretext of the absence of 
statehood,” he said, urging public representatives 
to focus on governance and service delivery.

Calling upon both public officials and elected 
representatives to uphold their shared responsibil-
ity in ensuring peace, harmony, and continued 
progress, the Lieutenant Governor said Jammu 
and Kashmir’s growth trajectory since 2019 has 
been “remarkable.”

“Since 2019, the aspirations of Jammu and 
Kashmir are aligned with the aspirations of the 
country,” he said. “We must work with dedication 
to transform our unity into widespread prosper-
ity, guided by the vision of the four Ps — Peace, 
Progress, Prosperity, and People First.”

Highlighting the transformation achieved over 
the past six years, Sinha said the UT has made 
historic progress in infrastructure, social justice, 
and equality. “An aspirational J&K UT was born on 
31st October 2019. The people’s dream of peace 
and progress was fulfilled within a short span of 
time,” he said, adding that discrimination has been 
eliminated and a new era of equitable growth 
ushered in.

Urging citizens to remain vigilant against those 
attempting to derail development, Sinha said, 
“Attempts are being made to stall the pace of 
progress. People must stay united to ensure that 
the development process continues without inter-
ruption.”

The Lieutenant Governor also reiterated the 
administration’s zero-tolerance policy against 
terrorism, stating that the termination of govern-
ment employees found involved in terror-related 
activities would continue “till the terror ecosystem 
is completely wiped out from the governance 
system.”

Strong governance.....
He said Patel believed that instead of writing 

history, one should work hard to create it. “After 
2014, the country has once again seen the extraor-
dinary willpower inspired by Sardar Patel’s vision. 
Today, Kashmir has broken the chains of Article 
370 and has completely joined the mainstream,” 
he said.

Modi said the developments in Jammu and 
Kashmir over the last few years reflected Patel’s 
dream of a united and strong India. “Today, even 
the leaders of Pakistan and terrorism have come 
to know of the true strength of India,” he said.

Referring to security operations, the PM said 
the whole world had witnessed India’s capability 
in “Operation Sindoor”. He said India had adopted 
a policy of decisive response to any threat. “Today, 
if anyone dares to raise an eye on India, India will 
enter their homes and act. Every time, India’s 

response is bigger and more decisive than before. 
This is a message for the enemies of India,” he said, 
adding that Patel never compromised on the 
country’s security and dignity.

The Prime Minister also spoke about the gov-
ernment’s actions against internal security threats. 
“In the last 11 years, India’s greatest success has 
been in breaking the back of the Naxalites and 
Maoists,” Modi said.

He recalled that before 2014, several parts of 
the country were effectively under the control of 
Naxalite groups. “The Constitution did not work 
in those areas, and the police administration could 
not function. The Naxalites and Maoists issued 
their own orders, did not allow roads to be built, 
and destroyed schools, colleges, and hospitals. The 
administration was helpless before them,” he said.

Modi said that after 2014, the government took 
steps to weaken the Naxalite movement and 
eliminate the support structure of “urban Nax-
alites”. “We put an end to the support of the urban 
Naxalites and Maoists,” he said.

The Prime Minister said that the efforts of the 
government over the last decade had ensured that 
the Constitution now applies in all regions of the 
country. He said that the work started by Patel 
had reached its logical conclusion, with Jammu 
and Kashmir becoming an integral part of the 
national mainstream.

National Unity Day is observed every year on 
October 31 to mark the birth anniversary of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, who played a key role in uniting 
more than 560 princely states into the Indian Union 
after Independence—(KNO)

Article 370 gone......
integrating more than 560 princely states into 

the Indian Union after 1947, a task many at the 
time thought was impossible.

“At that time, the entire world thought that it 
would be impossible to unite these 562 princely 
states into one nation. However, within a short 
span of time, Sardar Patel accomplished the mon-
umental task of integrating all 562 princely states, 
and the map of modern India that we see today is 
the result of his vision and efforts,” Shah said.

The Home Minister said Patel’s diplomacy, 
courage, and administrative acumen transformed 
the fragmented political landscape into a unified 
country. “Some provinces were reluctant to inte-
grate, but Sardar Patel addressed every issue with 
determination and foresight,” he said.

The HM said that Patel’s mission of complete 
integration remained unfinished because Jammu 
and Kashmir continued to have a separate Con-
stitution and flag under Article 370. “Because of 
Article 370, Jammu and Kashmir was not fully 
integrated into India. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi accomplished the work of Sardar Patel by 
abrogating the Article, and now we have an ‘Akhand 
Bharat’ with us,” he said.

Shah said the decision to revoke Article 370 in 
August 2019 marked a historic milestone that 
realised Patel’s dream of one nation, one Constitu-
tion, and one flag. He said the integration of Jam-
mu and Kashmir into the national mainstream 
has ensured equal rights and opportunities for all 
citizens in the region.

The Home Minister said the government’s 
policies in Jammu and Kashmir have brought 
stability and development that reflect the unity 
Patel envisioned. The people of the region are now 
equal participants in India’s democratic and con-
stitutional framework, he said.

“Today, under Prime Minister Modi’s leadership, 
the entire country stands united, from Kutch to 
Kamrup and from Kashmir to Kanyakumari. This 
unity is the true tribute to Sardar Patel,” Shah said.

Rashtriya Ekta Diwas, or National Unity Day, 
is observed every year on October 31 to com-
memorate the birth anniversary of Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel, who played a central role in inte-
grating princely states into the Indian Union after 
Independence—(KNO)

Let Our Work.....
government prioritises development, dignity 

and peace in the region. We are committed to 
fulfil our commitments and bring Jammu & Kash-
mir on the path of progress and prosperity.”

Reiterating his stand on statehood, the Chief 
Minister renewed his call for its restoration, noting 
that it had been promised by the Central Govern-
ment leadership on several occasions. “People took 
part enthusiastically in last year’s elections as 
statehood was promised to them after polls. There 
is no political party which didn’t talk about its 
restoration,” he said.

The Chief Minister also reaffirmed his govern-
ment’s resolve to develop sustainable and efficient 
transport infrastructure to meet the growing 
needs of Srinagar’s expanding urban population. 
He assured the people that all promises made by 
the government would be fulfilled, adding that 
the administration remains dedicated to address-
ing the genuine issues of citizens. “After complet-
ing our term, we will present ourselves before the 
people to judge our government’s performance,” 
he remarked.

Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Choudhary, 
Advisor to the Chief Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, 
MLA Eidgah Mubarak Gul, MLA Central Shalteng 
Tariq Hameed Karra, besides several senior officers 
and officials from the concerned departments, 
were present on the occasion.

The inauguration of the Noor Jahan Bridge is 
expected to not only decongest existing traffic 
bottlenecks but also enhance accessibility for 
commuters, traders, and residents in the area and 
help people in commuting and going about their 
business in this busy area of Srinagar city.

CM Lays Foundation.....
veterinary infrastructure in Jammu and Kash-

mir.
The project, to be constructed at an estimated 

cost of Rs. 11.91 crore, will serve as a state-of-the-
art centre for veterinary treatment, diagnostics, 
and animal welfare service. The project is being 
executed by the Public Works (R&B) Department 
and will cater to the growing needs of livestock 
owners and dairy farmers in the vicinity.

The Chief Minister said the establishment of 
the hospital will greatly benefit livestock farmers 
by providing modern veterinary services, disease 
control measures, and emergency care under one 
roof.

He emphasized that the government is com-
mitted to supporting the livestock and dairy 
sectors as integral components of the rural econ-
omy.

The Chief Minister was accompanied by Nasir 
Aslam Wani, Advisor to the Chief Minister and 
Ahsan Pardesi, MLA Lal Chowk.

Officials from the Agriculture Production 
Department and PW(R&B) Department were also 
present on the occasion.

CM Unveils Kashmir......
Kashmir Marathon–2025 at Polo View, Srinagar.
The exposition marks the final leg of prepara-

tions for the much-anticipated second edition of 
the Kashmir Marathon, scheduled to be held on 
November 2 in the picturesque city.

The Chief Minister inspected various stalls and 
counters set up by different government depart-
ments, private sports firms and event partners. 
The exhibition showcases a wide range of sports 
gear, equipment and accessories aimed at promot-
ing fitness and outdoor activities.

It also includes dedicated bib collection centres 
and on-spot registration counters for participants 
of the upcoming marathon.

On the occasion, Advisor to the Chief Minister 
Nasir Aslam Wani, Director Tourism Kashmir Raja 
Yaqoob, event organisers and other senior officers 
were present. The Chief Minister interacted with 
stall owners, athletes and volunteers, appreciating 
their role in promoting a vibrant sporting culture 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Earlier this week, the Chief Minister had 
unveiled the official merchandise of Kashmir 
Marathon–2025 at Royal Springs Golf Course. The 
merchandise includes a cap, medal and racing kit 
symbolising the spirit of endurance and unity.

While unveiling the collection, the Chief Min-
ister invited all fitness enthusiasts to test their 
stamina and join the marathon, which aims to 
encourage healthy lifestyle and showcase the 
natural beauty of Kashmir to visiting participants.

50 percent......
in Budhal out of which 484 are in position and 

433 positions are vacant.
She said that the 67 Government Schools in 

Budhal Constituency are functioning without their 
own buildings, out of which 33 Schools buildings 
are approved/sanctioned during the years 2024-25 
& 2025-26 under Samagra Shiksha. The remaining 
buildings shall be proposed under the subsequent 
actions under Samagra Shiksha, UT/District Capex 
in a phased manner.

While as 115 number of school buildings in 
Budhal Constituency have been declared unsafe 
aftermath recent flash floods

Further, the Minister said that 26 number of 
teachers are posted in “Aspirational Block” Khawas 
in Budhal Constituency during recent ATD.

The Minister said that the overall PTR in Rajouri 
District is 15:1 and the PTR in Budhal Constitu-
ency is 24:1, which is within the prescribed Nation-
al norms of 30:1. He said the shortage of staff is 
being addressed through rationalization to main-
tain the PTR.

She said that the initiatives taken by the School 
Education Department to meet out the dearth of 
teaching/non-teaching staff in Budhal Constitu-
ency include Engagement of 32 CRCs, Engagement 
of 5 Subject Specific teachers, Regularization of 
37 Contingent Paid workers as MTS, Posting of 02 
Junior Assistants in ZEO Office Peeri and Rational-
ization of teaching staff is under process.

The Minister said that the Project “Tameer” 
conceived by District Administration Rajouri for 
construction of 100 school buildings sanctioned 
with convergence mode with MGNREGA in the 
Year 2015-16. Out of 100 buildings, 40 buildings 
fall in Budhal Constituency out of which 02 were 
completed.

College Upgrades.....
The Minister stated this while replying to a 

clubbed question of Legislators, Nizamuddin Bhat, 
Dr. Rajeev Kumar Bhagat, Muzaffer Iqbal Khan, 
Choudhary Akram and Dr Rameshwar Singh 
regarding establishment of Degree Colleges, in 
Legislative Assembly today.

The Minister highlighted that the upgradation 
of degree colleges across Jammu and Kashmir will 
not be on any kind of political interference, rather 
it will be as per the requirements of public. She 
also said that Health and Education sectors are 
very important sectors which reflect development 
of any society, adding that these sectors shouldn’t 
be looked with the prism of vote bank.

The Minister informed that for  establishment 
of Degree College at Manjakote, State Level Empow-
ered Standing Committee has been constituted 
earlier  to examine the feasibility/ location and 
identify the un-served areas for establishment of 
Colleges. She added as per feasibility report sub-
mitted to the Administrative Department the land 
measuring 72 Kanals 15 Marla  in  Village Lower 
Saroola, 9 Kanals in Village Lower Mangar (Nagar) 
and 56 Kanals custodian land at Talwad at village 
Dehri Dhara was made available for the establish-
ment of college.

Regarding establishment of Degree College 

Arnia, the Minister said that the department 
of Higher Education is receiving demands 
from different sections of society including 
MLAs which are being evaluated as per fea-
sibility parameters on the subject. She added 
that as per the feasibility report for opening 
of Degree College Arnia, Jammu is concerned, 
the existing GDC R.S. Pura and GDC Bishnah 
being approximately 17 Kms away, serve the 
educational needs of the area. She also said 
that besides these, 7 Degree Colleges are 
operational in the Jammu District, and with 
the current enrollment patterns at GDC RS 
Pura and GDC Bishnah, the focus remains on 
enhancing the existing institutions. She 
further said that the establishment of  new 
Degree College in the vicinity may be reas-
sessed upon achieving optimum enrolment 
and operationalization capacity at GDC RS 
Pura and GDC Bishnah.

Regarding establishment of Degree Col-
lege Lohai-Malhar, the Minister informed 
that the matter has been examined in the 
Department and it has been observed on the 
basis of feasibility report submitted by the 
committee constituted for the purpose, that 
it was decided to establish a Degree College 
at Lohai Malhar in view of remoteness/ topog-
raphy of the area, as well as the distance from 
the nearest Degree College (i.e. 60 Kms from 
GDC Bani).

Regarding establishment of Degree Col-
lege for Women in Bandipora, Education 
Minister said that the existing Government 
Degree College, Bandipora presently caters 
to the higher educational needs of the region, 
with an enrolment of 497 female and 530 
male students. She added that in addition to 
GDC Bandipora, there are further 7 Degree 
Colleges operational in the district, each 
reflecting an almost suitable enrolment of 
female students vis-à-vis their male coun-
terparts.

Education Minister further added that 
with the current enrolment patterns at GDC 
Bandipora and other colleges of the district, 
the focus remains on ensuring the delivery 
of quality education up to the required stan-
dards, and strengthening academic infra-
structure.

Regarding Land for Degree College 
Surankote,  the Minister informed that Teh-
sildar Surankote has identified State land 
measuring 66 kanals at village Kotlaha, for 
the construction of the Government Degree 
College for Women at Surankote, adding that 
the land has been transferred to  Principal, 
Govt. Degree College, Surankote.

'Over 97,000......
profiling in Jammu and Kashmir. The 

figure includes casual labourers, seasonal 
workers, daily rated and part-time employ-
ees, as well as those engaged under various 
departmental and centrally sponsored 
schemes.

Division-wise distribution states, Kashmir 
leads with 57,390 registered workers, while 
Jammu Division follows with 40,077.

In Kashmir, Srinagar has the highest num-
ber of temporary workers at 11,825, followed 
by Anantnag with 8,823 and Baramulla with 
7,724. Budgam has 5,772 workers, Pulwama 
5,565, and Kupwara 5,547. Ganderbal accounts 
for 4,056, Kulgam 3,271, Bandipora 2,771, 
and Shopian 1,900.

Similarly, in the Jammu division, the dis-
trict of Jammu leads with 13,425 workers, 
followed by Rajouri with 5,191 and Doda with 
3,856. Kathua has 3,451, Reasi 3,210, Udham-
pur 2,722, Kishtwar 2,754, Poonch 2,455, 
Samba 2,518, and Ramban 1,495.

Category-wise Breakup
Across both divisions, the registered work-

force includes 67,354 casual labourers, 8,499 
seasonal workers and 8,708 daily rated or 
work-charged employees.

Other categories include 2,891 part-time 
workers, 140 CIC operators, 5,541 drivers and 
Hamals under the Food, Civil Supplies and 
Consumer Affairs Department, 1,929 employ-
ees under Hospital Development Fund, 2,057 
part-time sweepers and 348 prism-men or 
settlement assistants under the Revenue 
Department.

The government said the committee is 
still reviewing data and inputs from depart-
ments before making recommendations. 
Officials indicated that any final decision will 
depend on the panel’s findings on the finan-
cial viability and legal standing of regular-
izing such a large workforce—(KNO)

Govt elevates......
Chief Engineer, Jammu and Kashmir 

Power Development Corporation (JKPDC).
The elevation of these officers forms part 

of a larger initiative undertaken by Minister 
for Jal Shakti, Javed Ahmed Rana, soon after 
assuming charge of the Ministry.

The Minister has taken a proactive 
approach to address the long-pending issue 
of vacancies at higher levels within the 
Department.

Recognizing the critical need to strength-
en the administrative and technical leader-
ship of the Jal Shakti Department, the Min-
ister undertook a comprehensive review and 
examination exercise within the Ministry.

Subsequently, a proposal for relaxation 
of promotion rules was prepared and 
approved by the Council of Ministers, head-
ed by Chief Minister Omar Abdullah. Under 
this reform-oriented drive, all promotional 

posts in the Department have been filled 
within a span of ten months, marking a major 
step toward ensuring efficiency and account-
ability in the functioning of the Jal Shakti 
Department.

The promotion process has now been 
fully streamlined, paving the way for timely 
and merit-based career progression of engi-
neers and other officers in the future.

The Department has expressed confidence 
that the appointment of Er. Manhas and Er. 
Gupta as In-charge Chief Engineers will bring 
renewed dynamism, professional excellence 
and stronger project execution capabilities 
to their respective organizations.

CS Stresses.....
students are equipped for emerging 

employment opportunities.
He observed that the purpose of higher 

education is to create a futuristic, employable 
generation rather than one that struggles for 
opportunities post-graduation. He directed 
the Department to seek guidance from the 
Union Ministry of Education, NITI Aayog, and 
the Higher Education Council to strengthen 
policy alignment and institutional excellence.

The Chief Secretary also advised the 
Department to make human resource man-
agement a focal area of its reform strategy, 
ensuring that employees remain motivated, 
well-supported, and adequately trained to 
deliver effectively under all circumstances. 
He maintained that building institutional 
capacity and nurturing a capable workforce 
are critical for achieving the educational 
excellence.

Highlighting the Department’s progress, 
the ACS, Higher Education, Shantmanu, 
informed that significant strides have been 
made in infrastructure development, finan-
cial management, and student enrolment 
across the UT. He stated that the total enrol-
ment in higher education institutions across 
J&K stands at 2,87,663 students, including 
9,274 students in University of Jammu, 13,375 
students in University of Kashmir, 1,98,392 
students (UG + PG) enrolled in Government 
Degree Colleges and 56,644 students in 
Private Colleges across J&K.

The Department also highlighted its pio-
neering efforts in implementing the Nation-
al Education Policy (NEP) 2020, making J&K 
one of the first UTs to adopt the 4-Year Under-
graduate Programme (FYUGP) with 58 major 
programmes under the 3+1 Honours model. 
The FYUGP framework features multiple 
entry-exit options and the Academic Bank 
of Credits (ABC), facilitating seamless mobil-
ity and credit transfers for students.

It was informed that the Department is 
prioritizing infrastructure expansion and 
modernization through a substantial capital 
expenditure plan. Out of the approved Capex 
budget of Rs 500 Cr, an amount of Rs 270.61 
Cr has been released so far, with Rs 80.68 Cr 
expenditure recorded on BEAMS.

Against the target of 160 works, 30 have 
been completed to date. Major ongoing proj-
ects include construction/upgradation of 50 
classrooms, 39 multi-purpose halls, 22 hos-
tel blocks, 22 science blocks/labs, 19 audito-
riums, and 10 administrative blocks.

Moreover it was divulged that 18 libraries 
are being digitized and RFID-tagged, 18 
playgrounds are under development or upgra-
dation, 9 research hubs are in progress, and 
3 new library blocks are under construction.

Providing details of central schemes, the 
Department reported strong financial per-
formance and steady project completion 
under RUSA and PM-USHA. As of October 30, 
2025, out of 74 institutional/project targets 
across all phases (RUSA 1, RUSA 2, and PM-
USHA), 38 projects have been completed, the 
meeting was apprised.

Additionally it was given out that against 
a total outlay of Rs 713.48 Cr, cumulative 
expenditure stands at Rs 430.40 Cr, reflecting 
an excellent 94% utilisation against funds 
released by the Central and UT Governments 
(Rs 455.88 Cr).

To ensure timely completion of ongoing 
projects by March 2026, the Department has 
projected an additional requirement of Rs 
251.92 Cr from the Government of India.

Reiterating the government’s commit-
ment to academic excellence and student-
centric reform, the Chief Secretary directed 
the Department to adopt a mission-oriented 
approach, ensuring that higher education in 
J&K emerges as a model of quality, innovation, 
and employability in the years ahead.

IGP among.....
planner of the Pahalgam attack along with 

Jibran and Hamza Afghani. Jibran was also 
involved in the Sonamarg Tunnel attack in 
October 2024.

During the operation, security forces 
recovered one M4 carbine rifle, two AK rifles, 
and other ammunition.

The award recipients are IG Kashmir 
Vidhi Kumar Birdi, DIG Central Kashmir Pande 
Rajiv Omprakash, SSP Srinagar G.V. Sundeep 
Chakraborty, SP Cargo Tanweer Ahmed Dar, 
SP Zoheb Tanveer, DSP Vikram Nag, DSP 
Mubashir Naiz, DSP Shakir Hassan, Inspector 
Taseer Hamid, SI Anchal Singh, SI Firoz Ahmad 
Dar, ASI Basharat Rasool Shah, ASI Moham-
mad Shafi, HC Javed Ahmed, HC Sandeep 
Khujuria, SGCT Varun Singh, SGCT Mehmood 
Khan, CT Suhail Abbas, and CT Basharat Qadir. 
(Agencies)
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81st NRPC, 56th TCC meetings conclude at SKICC Srinagar
�� HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: The 
Jammu & Kashmir Power Devel-
opment Department (JKPDD) 
successfully hosted the 81st 
Meeting of Northern Regional 
Power Committee (NRPC) and 
56th Meeting of the Technical 
Coordination Committee (TCC) 
at Sher-i-Kashmir Internation-
al Convention Centre (SKICC) 
here on 30th and 31st October 
2025.

The two-day event brought 
together senior officials from the 
Ministry of Power, Central Elec-
tricity Authority (CEA), Power 
Grid Corporation of India Lim-
ited (PGCIL), Grid India, and senior 

officers from all Northern Region 
states and Union Territories to 
deliberate upon critical opera-
tional, technical, and commercial 
matters related to the Northern 
Regional Grid.

On 31st October, the 81st 
NRPC meeting was convened 
under the chairmanship of 
Additional Chief Secretary (ACS) 
PDD, Shailendra Kumar where 
consensus was reached among 
member states on several key 
agenda items concerning grid 
management, renewable evac-
uation, communication system 
upgradation, and disaster pre-
paredness.

One day prior to NRPC meet-
ing, 56th TCC meeting, was held 

on 30th October which was led 
by Gurpal Singh, Managing 
Director, Jammu Power Distri-
bution Corporation Limited 
(JPDCL) where the session wit-
nessed detailed technical delib-
erations on grid operation, 
transmission planning, renew-
able energy integration, and 
system reliability. All decisions 
taken on technical grounds 
were made before the NRPC 
meeting for approval.

The discussions resulted in 
several important recommen-
dations and approvals. Among 
the key decisions recorded dur-
ing the meetings, the Commit-
tee approved the implementa-
tion of Unified Real-Time 

Dynamic State Measurement 
(URTDSM) Phase-II Project 
through the Regulated Tariff 
Mechanism (RTM) route at a 
cost of Rs.1,124 crore, enabling 
states, including J&K, to enhance 
dynamic grid monitoring and 
system visibility.

Approval was also accorded 
for the replacement of SCADA 
systems at various substations, 
including Samba (J&K), under 
the Additional Capitalization 
(ADD-CAP) plan for 2024–29 at 
an estimated cost of Rs.15 crore, 
thereby strengthening real-
time operational control.

The Committee further 
approved the procurement of 
four sets (60 towers) of Emer-

gency Restoration Systems 
(ERS) for the Northern Region 
through the RTM mechanism 
at an estimated cost of Rs. 88 
crore. In this context, the J&K 
delegation emphasized the stra-
tegic need for locating one of 
these ERS sets within the UT to 
facilitate rapid restoration of 
transmission infrastructure in 
its hilly and disaster-prone 
regions, especially in light of 
the flash floods of August 2025 
that severely affected the 220 
kV Kishenpur–Mir Bazar and 
Kishenpur–Ramban lines.

Additionally, the forum 
endorsed the replacement of 
five Field Optical Terminal 
Equipment (FOTE) units at Alus-

teng, Drass, Kargil, Khalasti, and 
Leh, which will further 
strengthen the communication 
backbone of the grid in the high-
altitude areas of J&K and Lada-
kh.

During the meeting, the J&K 
delegation emphasized on 
timely completion of the 6 GW 
renewable evacuation corridor 
from Bikaner, Rajasthan, which 
is vital for fulfilling J&K’s solar 
Power Purchase Agreements 
(PPAs).

J&K off icials further 
informed the Committee about 
its major ongoing reforms and 
initiatives, including execution 
of PPAs for 1,600 MW solar and 
393 MW thermal capacity 

under the SHAKTI Policy, alloca-
tion of 1,200 MW additional 
power by the Ministry of Pow-
er to meet winter demand, 
finalization of the DPR for 1,000 
MVAr capacitor banks in the 
Kashmir Valley, integration of 
SLDC with NRLDC targeted by 
July 2026, and implementation 
of 100% smart metering across 
the UT in mission mode.

The meetings concluded 
with a collective resolve among 
all member states and agencies 
to strengthen the Northern 
Regional Grid, improve system 
reliability, and accelerate the 
clean energy transition in align-
ment with national energy 
goals.

Two-Day Seminar on Sufi Poet Samad Mir 
Concludes at Central University of Kashmir

�� HT NEWS DESK

GANDERBAL, OCT 31: A two-
day national seminar on the life 
and poetry of renowned Kash-
miri Sufi poet Samad Mir, organ-
ised by the Sahitya Akademi, New 
Delhi, in collaboration with the 
Central University of Kashmir, 
concluded successfully at the 
university’s Ganderbal campus.

The seminar began on October 
30 with an inaugural session pre-
sided over by the Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor of the University, Prof. 
A. Ravinder Nath, who also for-
mally inaugurated the event. The 
Dean of Languages, Prof. Shahid 
Rasool, was among the distin-
guished guests in the presidium.

Prof. Shad Ramzan, Convener 
of the Kashmiri Advisory Board of 
the Sahitya Akademi, extended a 
warm welcome to all guests and 
participants. Renowned broad-
caster and poet Dr. Satish Vimal 
delivered the keynote address, 
while Shri Anupam Tiwari, Senior 
Officer of the Sahitya Akademi, 

conducted the proceedings of the 
inaugural session.

The first academic session was 
chaired by Prof. Aijaz Mohammad 
Sheikh, Dean of Arts at the Uni-
versity of Kashmir. Papers were 
presented by Prof. Bashar Bashir, 
Ranjour Tilgami, and Farooq Sha-
heen. The second session, chaired 
by Prof. Bashar Bashir, featured 
scholarly papers by Shehbaz 
Haqbaari, Majeed Majazi, and 
Shamshad Kralwari. The final 
session of the first day was chaired 
by Dr. Rouf Adil, bringing the day’s 
proceedings to a close.

On the second day, the first 
session was chaired by veteran 
writer Hasrat Gadda, with Prof. 
Shad Ramzan, Prof. Irfan Alam, 
and Shri Anupam Tiwari also 
present in the presidium. Papers 
were presented by Dr. Sahil Abbas, 
Shabnam Wajpari, Dr. Syed Sam-
reen Gilani, Shabnam Tilgami, Dr. 
Riaz Athar, Wahid Raza Bandroo, 
Syed Akhtar Hussain Mansoor, 
and Dr. Ashiq Hussain. The session 
was moderated by Majeed Majazi, 

a member of the Kashmiri Advi-
sory Board, while Shabnam Til-
gami delivered a vote of thanks 
at the end.

The concluding session was 
chaired by Prof. Farooq Ahmad 
Mir, Dean of Legal Studies, Central 
University of Kashmir. Prof. Nas-
eer Ahmad Mir, Registrar of the 
University, Prof. Shad Ramzan, 
Convener of the Kashmiri Advi-
sory Board, and Shri Anupam 
Tiwari were also present on the 
occasion.

As a gesture of appreciation, 
Prof. Shad Ramzan and Shri Anu-
pam Tiwari were felicitated with 
traditional Kashmiri shawls by 
the University.

The event concluded with the 
Sahitya Akademi expressing 
gratitude to the University Vice-
Chancellor, research paper pre-
senters, media representatives, 
and the faculty members of the 
Department of Kashmiri for their 
wholehearted cooperation and 
contribution to the successful 
conduct of the seminar.

CAG Team Commends PMTC’s Innovative 
Approach to Training and Development

“PMTC and CAG Team Hail Shining Star – A Unit of PMEGP”

�� FAROOQ RATHER

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: A team from 
the Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral (CAG) of India, currently on a 
visit to Srinagar, on Friday visited a 
training institute along with Principal 
PMTC, Shri Anil Kumar Sharma, and 
lauded the Prime Minister’s Employ-
ment Generation Programme 
(PMEGP) and PMTC KVIC Pampore 
for their innovative approach toward 
training, skill development, and 
women empowerment.

The team visited Shining Star, a 
successful unit established under the 
PMEGP, and commended its efforts 
in promoting self-reliance among 
women. During the visit, the officials 
interacted with trainees and gathered 
feedback on ongoing skill develop-
ment initiatives.PMEGP, a flagship 
programme of the Government of 
India, has been playing a pivotal role 
in empowering entrepreneurs across 
the country. The success story of 
Tawheeda, an inspiring entrepreneur 
from Kashmir, stands as a testament 
to the scheme’s transformative 
impact. She began her entrepreneur-
ial journey in 2021 with a loan of ₹25 
lakh under PMEGP. Today, she not 
only runs her own enterprise but also 
provides employment to nearly 20 
full-time workers and sustains the 
livelihood of hundreds of women, 
significantly contributing to women’s 
empowerment and local economic 
growth.

Appreciating her achievements, 
Principal PMTC Shri Anil Kumar 
Sharma assured Tawheeda of contin-
ued support and guidance in her 
entrepreneurial journey. He lauded 
Shining Star for its exemplary con-
tribution in uplifting women through 

skill development and gainful 
employment, calling it a model of 
empowerment and self-reliance 
under PMEGP.

It is noteworthy that the CAG team, 
during its ongoing visit to Jammu and 
Kashmir, has inspected several PMTC 
KVIC Pampore training centres in 
Ganderbal, Anantnag, and Srinagar. 
The team praised the continuous 
efforts of KVIC in providing training 
in trades such as cutting and tailoring, 
shawl embroidery, and other voca-
tional skills aimed at empowering 
women and promoting entrepreneur-

ship.
The CAG officials emphasized that 

such initiatives must continue in the 
future to ensure that more women 
gain access to livelihood opportuni-
ties, thereby steering their lives in a 
positive and self-sustaining direction.

The visit concluded on a positive 
note, with both CAG and PMTC offi-
cials acknowledging the remarkable 
progress achieved under PMEGP and 
reaffirming their commitment to 
supporting entrepreneurship and 
women-led development in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Rashtriya Ekta Diwas 
Celebrated with Enthusiasm 

Across Police District 
Handwara

Run for Unity, Pledge Ceremonies, 
Photo Exhibition on Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, and Ekta Tree Plantation Mark 

the Occasion
�� DR. AB QAYOOM 

 HANDWARA,OCT 31:Police District Handwara 
observed Rashtriya Ekta Diwas (National Unity Day) 
with great zeal and patriotic fervour, commemorat-
ing the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
the Iron Man of India. A series of events were held 
across the district to reaffirm the commitment 
towards national unity, integrity, and security.The 
main function was organised at the District Police 
Lines (DPL) Handwara, where a large contingent of 
police personnel participated in a pledge-taking 
ceremony. Officers and personnel collectively vowed 
to uphold the spirit of unity and contribute towards 
the nation’s peace and progress in line with Sardar 
Patel’s vision of a united India.

Similar pledge ceremonies were conducted at all 
Police Sub-units across the district. The events 
emphasised the importance of national integration 
and harmony as vital elements in preserving inter-
nal security and fostering collective strength. A 
ceremonial march past was also held at DPL Hand-

wara to mark the occasion.Earlier in the day, ‘Run 
for Unity’ events were organised in various parts of 
Police District Handwara, attracting enthusiastic 
participation from youth, students, and police per-
sonnel. The main run commenced from Chotipora 
Handwara and culminated at the Environmental 
Hall Handwara, symbolising the spirit of oneness 
and determination.Senior officers including SSP 
Handwara, Addl. SP Handwara, SDPO Handwara, 
DySP DAR Handwara, SHO Handwara, and other 
officers from the civil and police administration 
actively participated in the event and encouraged 
the participants to uphold the ideals of unity and 
national integrity.In addition to the run and pledge 
ceremonies, a Photo Exhibition on Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel was displayed, showcasing his immense 
contributions to the unification of India. Furthermore, 
an Ekta Tree Plantation Drive (Ekta Vriksh Campaign) 
was organised across police units, symbolising a 
joint commitment to both national unity and envi-
ronmental sustainability.The day’s celebrations 
reflected the unwavering dedication of Police District 
Handwara towards strengthening the bonds of 
unity and harmony envisioned by Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel, inspiring all to contribute positively to 
the nation’s collective progress.

KU’s IoT holds awareness 
programme on cybersecurity 

in the age of AI
�� HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, OCT 31: The Institute of Technology (IoT), 
Zakura Campus, University of Kashmir (KU), organised 
a two-day awareness programme on “Cybersecurity in 
the Age of Artificial Intelligence” at the university’s Main 
Campus, aligning with the observance of global cyber-
security awareness month.

The programme aims to raise awareness and build 
capacity among students, researchers, and professionals 
on emerging challenges in cybersecurity, particularly in 
the context of rapidly evolving AI-driven technologies.

Speaking at the inaugural session, Vice-Chancellor 
KU, Prof. Nilofer Khan, said that technological progress 
must be accompanied by strong awareness about cyber 
ethics and data safety.

“As AI becomes deeply integrated into our lives, 
understanding cybersecurity is essential for responsible 
digital citizenship,” she said, adding that the varsity is 
committed to preparing its students to navigate the 
digital world safely, responsibly, and with critical aware-
ness. Dean Academic Affairs KU, Prof. Shariefuddin 
Pirzada, highlighted the importance of interdisciplinary 
collaboration in addressing cybersecurity challenges, 
noting that awareness programmes like this help bridge 
the gap between technology and policy.

DIG Traffic Kashmir, Sheikh Junaid Mehmood (IPS), 
highlighted the growing threat of cybercrimes in the 
digital era and urged students to act as informed digital 
citizens who can identify, prevent, and report such crimes 
responsibly.

Registrar KU, Prof. Naseer Iqbal, said that the univer-
sity is committed to promoting digital literacy and 
resilience among its stakeholders and emphasized the 
need for continuous learning to keep pace with evolving 
technological threats.

Earlier, in his welcome address, Director, IoT Zakura 
Campus KU, Prof. Tariq Banday, said that the programme 
seeks to equip participants with practical knowledge on 
AI-based cybersecurity tools, threat detection, and pre-
ventive mechanisms.

The two-day event includes expert sessions and 
interactive discussions by cybersecurity professionals 
and academicians focusing on AI applications, digital 
privacy and protection.

The inaugural session was attended by various heads 
of departments, faculty members, scholars, and students 
from both the Main and Zakura campuses.
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Rs. 2.26 Cr WSS Gassu approved for supply of portable 
water in Hazratbal Constituency: Jal Shakti Minister

�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR OCT 31 : Minister 
for Jal Shakti Department, Javed 
Ahmad Rana today said that the 
Rs. 2.26 Cr WSS Gassu has been 
approved for supply of portable 
water to residents of Hazratbal 
Constituency.

The Minister was replying 
to a question raised by Legisla-
tor, Salman Sagar in the Legisla-
tive Assembly today.

He said that there habita-
tions including Tailbal, Khim-
ber, Chandpora, Gasoo, Faquir 
Gujree, Chatarhama and adjoin-
ing areas of Hazratbal Con-
stituency  are being supplied 

drinking water supply facilities 
satisfactorily.

He said that these areas lie 
on the boundary of  SMC and fall 
within the Ganderbal Division. 
However, during peak season, 
these areas are facing shortage 
of drinking water supply due to 
misuse of water by the inhabit-
ants (online booster, watering 
gardens, washing vehicles and 
construction purposes etc). How-
ever, any shortage in supplies is 
addressed by deploying Water 
tankers.

Moreover, the area of Tail-
bal currently receives water 
from a 60,000-gallon Overhead 
Tank (OHT) sourced by a tube 

well. To enhance the water 
supply to Tailbal and its ad-
joining areas and serve the 
growing demand in future, a 
new OHT is being construct-
ed along with a dedicated bore 
well which is in the final stage 
of completion.

Further, he said that to aug-
mentation the future demand, 
a new scheme under UT Capex 
titled WSS Gassu has been ap-
proved with an estimated cost 
of Rs. 226.32 lakhs and is under 
process of tendering.

Regarding the concerns of 
farmers confronting deficient 
irrigation facilities, the Min-
ister said that the command 

areas are adequately con-
nected through the existing 
gravity canal system of the 
Mavas Canal, which is fed from 
the Dachigam Nallah. During 
peak season or in case of de-
ficient rains/scarcity, addi-
tional irrigation requirements 
are being met through the Sind 
Extension Canal drawing wa-
ter from the Nallah Sind (Gan-
derbal), and further tail end 
areas are supplemented by 
three Lift Irrigation Stations, 
namely LIS Batpora A & B and 
LIS Tailbal.

The Minister said that the 
adequate steps are being un-
dertaken for strengthening 

critical and vulnerable spots 
along irrigation canals to ensure 
smooth and uninterrupted ir-
rigation facilities. In this regard, 
various works are already be-
ing taken up during CFY 2025-
26 under M&R, CDF, and UT 
Capex.

Adding the Minister said 
that additionally, under the UT 
Capex, a provision of Rs. 100.00 
lac has been earmarked for the 
strengthening of SE Canal for 
further upgradation and aug-
mentation of drinking and ir-
rigation facilities.

Supplementaries were raised 
by Legislator, Mubarak Gul and 
Tanvir Sadiq.

Legislators discuss 
peoples issues with Jal 

Shakti Minister
�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 31: A delegation of sev-
eral legislators today met Minister for Jal Shakti, 
Javed Ahmed Rana, at the Civil Secretariat, Srinagar, 
and apprised him of various issues of public impor-
tance pertaining to their respective constituencies.

The Legislators who called on the Minister in-
cluded Sajjad Shafi Uri, Javaid Iqbal Choudhary, Za-
far Ali Khatana, Salman Sagar and Shabir Ahmed 
Kullay.

During the meeting, the Legislators raised a num-
ber of issues concerning augmentation and strength-
ening of water supply infrastructure. They high-
lighted the need for improvement of potable drink-
ing water facilities and other related matters aimed 
at ensuring reliable and equitable water availability 
to the public.

The Minister gave a patient hearing to the legislators 
and assured them that all genuine demands and de-
velopmental concerns would be addressed on priority.

He directed Chief Engineers, Superintending En-
gineers (SEs), and Executive Engineers (XEns) of Jal 
Shakti Department to maintain close liaison and 
regular coordination with the legislators for effective 
and timely redressal of public grievances.

Rana emphasized that Jal Shakti Department is 
committed to ensuring sustainable and dependable 
water supply across all habitations of Jammu & Kashmir.

He urged the officers to work in a mission mode 
to expedite ongoing projects and to adopt a proactive 
approach in resolving field-level challenges.

The Minister also appreciated the legislators for 
their conscientious efforts and continuous engage-
ment in addressing the developmental aspirations 
of the people in their constituencies.

He encouraged them to continue their dedicated 
endeavours for the welfare and betterment of the 
public, assuring full cooperation and support from 
the Ministry.

District Police Doda organises Mini Marathon to Mark 150th Birth 
Anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

DODA, OCTOBER 31: To com-
memorate the 150th Birth Anni-
versary of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, popularly known as the Iron 
Man of India, the District Police 
Doda today organized a grand “Run 
for Unity” Mini Marathon under 
the Civic Action Programme (CAP) 
2025–26.

The event aimed to spread the 
message of Unity in Diversity and 
promote the spirit of national in-
tegration among citizens, espe-
cially the youth.

The marathon was flagged off 
from Dak Bungalow Doda in the 
early morning hours and witnessed 
massive participation from en-
thusiastic students of various 
government and private schools, 
officers and officials of different 
government departments, includ-
ing Education, Youth Services & 
Sports and Police departments.

Deputy Commissioner Doda 
Harvinder Singh along with SSP 

Doda Sandeep Kumar Mehta, ADC 
Doda Anil Kumar Thakur, district 
officers and police officials, led 
the marathon, which culminated 
at Sports Stadium Doda amidst 
patriotic enthusiasm and vibrant 
cultural performances.

At the culmination ceremony, 
Deputy Commissioner Doda Har-
vinder Singh paid glowing trib-
utes to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
acknowledging his historic role 
in uniting more than 500 prince-
ly states into one sovereign nation. 
He urged the participants to 
uphold the values of unity, hon-
esty and sincerity in public life 
and appreciated the Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau’s collaboration 
with District Police Doda in or-
ganizing the event.

A special Pledge Ceremony was 
also held, where the DC Doda, SSP 
Doda and participants reaffirmed 
their commitment to the unity 
and integrity of India.

SSP Doda Sandeep Kumar 
Mehta, in his address, described 

Sardar Patel as the true architect 
of India’s unity and integrity. He 
emphasized that the youth should 
draw inspiration from Patel’s lead-
ership, determination and nation-
building vision.

The event concluded with pa-

triotic speeches, cultural perfor-
mances, and an oath-taking cer-
emony, symbolizing the collective 
resolve of the people to preserve 
the spirit of unity and brotherhood 
that Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel de-
voted his life to strengthen.

During the event, a special 
Vigilance Awareness Programme 
was conducted by the Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau (ACB) Doda to spread 
awareness about the importance 
of integrity, transparency and ac-
countability in public life. Officers 
from the ACB highlighted the theme 
“Say No to Corruption; Commit 
to the Nation” and encouraged 
citizens to play an active role in 
eradicating corruption from all 
spheres of society.

Students, teachers and gov-
ernment officials also took a 
Vigilance Pledge, reaffirming 
their commitment to honesty, 
fairness and zero tolerance toward 
corruption. The ACB officers mo-
tivated the youth to act as am-
bassadors of integrity and to 
contribute towards building a 
corruption-free society.

The awareness campaign aimed 
to reinforce the values of good 
governance, civic responsibility 
and collective action against cor-
rupt practices.

Speaker adjourns Assembly sine die
�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER:  Speaker 
Abdul Rahim Rather on Friday adjourned 
the Jammu and Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly sine die.

In his concluding remarks, the 
Speaker thanked the members of the 
House for their cooperation in making 
the session more productive and mean-
ingful.

He described the session as unprec-
edented, noting that most of the time 
was devoted to raising people’s issues.

“It is heartening to see that all leg-
islators tried to raise constituency 
specific concerns,” he said.

 He further said that efforts were 
made to make the system more ac-
commodative and participatory.

He appreciated the cooperation 
extended by the Chief Secretary, 

various departments, including Infor-
mation Department, Doordarshan, All 
India Radio and print and electronic 
media in conducting the session 
smoothly.

The Speaker said he tried to ac-
commodate all members in the discus-
sions in an objective manner.

 He further urged the members to 
continue working to meet the expec-
tations of the people.

Govt elevates two Senior Engineers as In-Charge Chief Engineers
�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 31: 
The Government of Jammu and 
Kashmir has ordered the place-
ment of two Superintending 
Engineers of the Jal Shakti De-
partment as In-charge Chief 
Engineers.

As per the orders issued 
by Additional Chief Secretary, 
Jal Shakti, Shaleen Kabra, upon 
their elevation, Er. Vijay Singh 
Manhas has been posted as 

Director Technical, Jammu 
and Kashmir Economic Re-
construction Agency ( JKERA), 
while Er. Rajeev Gupta has 
been posted as Chief Engineer, 
Jammu and Kashmir Power 
Development Corporat ion 
( JKPDC).

The elevation of these officers 
forms part of a larger initiative 
undertaken by Minister for Jal 
Shakti, Javed Ahmed Rana, soon 
after assuming charge of the 
Ministry.

The Minister has taken a 
proactive approach to address 
the long-pending issue of vacan-
cies at higher levels within the 
Department.

Recognizing the critical need 
to strengthen the administra-
tive and technical leadership 
of the Jal Shakti Department, 
the Minister undertook a com-
prehensive review and exami-
nation exercise within the 
Ministry.

Subsequently, a proposal 

for relaxation of promotion 
rules was prepared and ap-
proved by the Council of Min-
isters, headed by Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah. Under 
this reform-oriented drive, all 
promotional posts in the De-
partment have been f illed 
within a span of ten months, 
marking a major step toward 
ensuring eff iciency and ac-
countability in the functioning 
of the Jal Shakti Department.

The promotion process has 

now been fully streamlined, 
paving the way for timely and 
merit-based career progression 
of engineers and other officers 
in the future.

The Department has ex-
pressed confidence that the 
appointment of Er. Manhas and 
Er. Gupta as In-charge Chief 
Engineers will bring renewed 
dynamism, professional excel-
lence and stronger project ex-
ecution capabilities to their 
respective organizations.

District Admin Shopian organises 
Padyatra to mark National Unity Day

�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SHOPIAN, OCTOBER 31: As part of the celebra-
tions marking the 150th Birth Anniversary of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, iconic national leader, also cele-
brated as National Unity Day, the District Administra-
tion Shopian along with Mera Yuva Bharat today 
organised a Padyatra.

The Padyatra, which commenced from Old 
Fruit Mandi, Arhama Shopian, culminated at the 
Mini Secretariat Shopian was f lagged off by 
Deputy Commissioner, Shopian, Shishir Gupta 
in presence of Senior Superintendent of Police, 
Mushtaq Ahmad Choudhary; ADDC, Dr.Nasir 
Ahmad Lone; ADC, Dr. Zakir Hussain Faaz and 
other officers and citizens.

Thousands of participants, including students, 
officers, employees, and members of civil society, 
youth, volunteers of Mera Yuva Bharat, NRLM mem-
bers and other locals participated enthusiastically 
in the event, holding the Tricolour and raising slogans 
promoting the message of unity, integrity, and na-
tional pride.

The participants carried placards with inspiring 
messages reflecting the spirit of togetherness envi-
sioned by the Iron Man of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel.

Bandipora celebrates National Unity Day with Enthusiastic ‘Run for Unity’
DC Urges youth to ‘Dare to Dream, Strategize and Work Hard’

�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

BANDIPORA, OCTOBER 31: 
The District Administration 
Bandipora on Friday observed 
National Unity Day to com-
memorate the 150th birth an-
niversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, the Iron Man of India, by 
organizing a ‘Run for Unity’ from 
Chitternar to Sher-e-Kashmir 
Sports Stadium Bandipora. 

At the outset, the Deputy 
Commissioner Bandipora, Indu 
Kanwal Chib, administered the 
Unity Pledge at Chitternar Ban-
dipora in presence of the Senior 
Superintendent of Police Ban-
dipora, Ajaz Zargar, along with 
officers from civil administration 

and police. 
Following the pledge, the 

Deputy Commissioner and SSP 
Bandipora jointly flagged off the 
‘Run for Unity’, in which a large 
number of students, officials and 
youth participated with patri-
otic fervor.

The event culminated at Sher-
e-Kashmir Sports Stadium Ban-
dipora, where the Deputy Com-
missioner and SSP Bandipora 
felicitated the winning partici-
pants and appreciated all runners 
for their enthusiastic involvement.

 Addressing the gathering, 
the Deputy Commissioner  con-
gratulated all participants on 
National Unity Day and paid rich 
tributes to Sardar Vallabhbhai 

Patel. She said that Patel’s con-
tribution to national integration 
and civil services continues to 
serve as an inspiration for gen-
erations.

“Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel is 
remembered for many accom-
plishments, but what inspires 
me the most is his remarkable 
contribution and dedicated ser-
vice in shaping the Indian Civil 
Services ; he remains a guiding 
figure and a true mentor for all 
of us in public service.” she 
added.  She urged everyone to 
adopt the motto “Ek Kaam, Desh 
Ke Naam”, dedicating at least 
one sincere act in service of the 
nation, such as saving freshwa-
ter or following traffic rules in 

letter and spirit.
On the occasion, the DC em-

phasized that one should embrace 
imperfections and strive for 
continuous improvement, add-
ing that “when you try to be 
perfect, your presence becomes 
ornamental and fake.”  The DC 
encouraged the youth to “dare 
to dream, strategize, and work 
hard,” reminding them that noth-
ing is impossible with determi-
nation and purpose.

Similar celebrations were also 
organized across the district at 
the sub-divisional and institu-
tional levels, including Govern-
ment Degree Colleges and 
Higher Secondary Schools, under 
the supervision of respective 

Sub-Divisional Magistrates and 
heads of institutions. 

These runs witnessed en-
thusiastic participation from 
students, NCC cadets, volunteers, 
and officials, all united in reaf-
firming their commitment to 
the ideals of national integra-
tion, strength, and unity envi-
sioned by Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel.

Among others, the event 
witnessed enthusiastic partici-
pation of Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Bandipora, Zaffar 
Husson Shawl; Assistant Com-
missioner Revenue Bandipora, 
Shabir Ahmad Wani; ASP Ban-
dipora, DIO Bandipora, DySP DAR 
, students, youth, and officials.
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Rs. 37.77 Cr funds allocated under Cities & 
Towns in Rajouri for 2025-26 FY: Dy CM

Says Rs. 7.50 crore utilized on Mini Secretariat Rajouri
�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 31: 
The Deputy Chief Minister, Su-
rinder Choudhary today said 
that an amount of Rs 37.77 crore 
funds have been allocated for 
277 works under Cities and 
Towns in Rajouri District for 
the year 2025-26. 

The Deputy Chief Minister 
was replying to a question raised 
by the Legislator Iftikhar Ahmad 
in the Legislative Assembly to-
day.

He said that the Mini Secre-
tariat, Rajouri stands approved 

under the Special Task Force 
(STF) for the year 2011-12 for 
an amount of Rs. 10.00 crore, 
out of which Rs. 7.50 crore have 
been utilized.

He said that the sub structure 
work including the erection of 
columns has been completed at 
site. “However, matter shall be 
pursued with the district admin-
istration for settlement of the 
issue,” he said.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
said that an amount of Rs. 4942.16 
lac has been for undertaking 53 
projects under NABARD and UT 
Capex in Rajouri District, the 

areas covered are Kalakote- Sun-
derbani, Nowshehra, Rajouri, 
Budhal and Surankote. Simi-
larly under District Capex an 
amount of Rs. 8791 lac has been 
earmarked for Rajouri during the 
year 2025-26.

He said that the projects in-
cluding Roads and bridges are 
prioritized as per established 
norms, assessed field require-
ments, availability of resources, 
and recommendations received 
from MLAs and DDC Members 
to ensure equitable and need-
based development across all 
areas.

Baramulla Observes Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas with Great Fervour; 
DC administers unity Pledge, 

Flags off Padyatra
�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

BARAMULLA, OCTOBER 31: To commemorate 
the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
the architect of national integration, the District 
Administration Baramulla today observed Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas (National Unity Day) with great enthu-
siasm and patriotic zeal.

The main event was held at the Government De-
gree College Ground, Baramulla, where Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Baramulla, Minga Sherpa, administered 
the Unity Pledge to a large gathering of participants 
including Students, Local Citizens, Officials and of-
ficers of Civil and police, reaffirming their commit-
ment to uphold the unity, integrity, and security of 
the nation. Hundreds of students, officials, locals, 
and CRPF personnel participated in the ceremony.

Speaking on the occasion, the DC highlighted the 
remarkable contribution of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
in uniting the nation and emphasized the need to 
carry forward his vision of a strong, united, and pro-
gressive India. He called upon the youth to emulate 
Patel’s ideals of dedication, discipline, and national 
service.

Following the pledge ceremony, the DC, accom-
panied by Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) 
Baramulla, Gurinderpal Singh, flagged off a Padyatra 
from the College Ground to Dak Bungalow Baram-
ulla. The rally, featuring enthusiastic participation 
from students and citizens carrying the National Flag 
and banners, reverberated with slogans promoting 
unity, peace, and brotherhood.

At Dak Bungalow, the DC along with SSP inspect-
ed stalls set up by various departments showcasing 
their initiatives and schemes aimed at public welfare, 
youth empowerment, and community development. 
The DC appreciated the efforts of the departments 
in spreading awareness about government programmes 
and urged officials to continue working with dedica-
tion towards inclusive development.

Speaking on the occasion, the DC  said that the 
aim of observing Rashtriya Ekta Diwas is to strength-
en the bond of national integration and remind citi-
zens of Sardar Patel’s unmatched role in unifying 
India. 

Rashtriya Ekta Diwas observed across Kulgam
�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

KULGAM, OCTOBER 31: The birth 
anniversary of the first Home Min-
ister of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, was today celebrated with great 
enthusiasm across Kulgam as Na-
tional Unity Day (Rashtriya Ekta 
Diwas).

To mark the occasion, a ‘Run for 
Unity’ was organised, which com-
menced from the Mini Secretariat 
and culminated at District Police 
Lines (DPL) Kulgam. 

The run was flagged off by the 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kulgam 
Athar Aamir Khan along with SSP 
Kulgam Anayat Ali Choudhary.

A pledge-taking ceremony was 
also held in the lawns of the Mini 
Secretariat, where the DC admin-
istered the oath to officers, officials 
and participants of their collective 

commitment to preserve the uni-
ty, integrity, and security of the 
nation.

On the occasion the monumental 

role of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel in 
unifying the nation and promoting 
national integration was highlight-
ed.

  His tireless efforts in building a 
strong and united India, and his life-
long dedication to the service of the 
nation was recalled.

Pledge-taking ceremonies were 
also organised in various government 
offices, educational institutions, and 
schools, Police station and other 
places across the district, where of-
ficers, employees, students, and lo-
cal citizens participated with great 
zeal.

The participants took the pledge 
in the spirit of unification and na-
tional solidarity inspired by the vi-
sion and actions of Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel, and resolved to contribute 
towards ensuring the internal secu-
rity and unity of the country.

DLSA Srinagar on POCSO 
Act at GBHSS Nowpora

�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 31: District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA), Srinagar, organized an awareness 
programme on the Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act and Drug Abuse at Gov-
ernment Boys Higher Secondary School (GBHSS), 
Nowpora. 

The event was held under the leadership of  Mem-
ber Secretary, J&K Legal Services Authority, Shazia 
Tabassum, under the chairmanship of   Principal 
District and Sessions Judge, Srinagar, Tasleem Arief, 
and under the supervision of  Sub-Judge/Secretary, 

DLSA Srinagar, Sajad Ur Rehman.
During the programme, Deputy Chief Legal Aid 

Defence Counsel, DLSA Srinagar, Zeenat addressed 
the students on the alarming rise of drug abuse among 
youth. She highlighted how substance abuse not only 
endangers physical and mental health but also dis-
rupts families and society at large. She urged the 
students to stay away from drugs, make informed 
choices, and act as ambassadors of awareness with-
in their peer groups to build a drug-free community.

Assistant Legal Aid Defence Counsel, DLSA Srinagar, 
sensitized the students about the provisions and 
importance of the POCSO Act, emphasizing the legal 
safeguards available for the protection of children 
from sexual offences. She explained how the Act 
ensures a child-friendly approach in reporting, re-
cording of evidence, and speedy trial of cases. She 
also encouraged students to speak up fearlessly against 
any form of abuse and to be aware of their legal rights 
and available support mechanisms.

The programme concluded with an interactive 
session where students actively

District Administration Budgam organises awareness rally
DC emphasizes integrity, Transparency, Ethical Conduct in Public Life

�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

BUDGAM, OCTOBER 31: As 
part of the ongoing Vigilance 
Awareness Week 2025, the District 
Administration Budgam, in col-
laboration with the School Educa-
tion Department Budgam and the 
Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) 
Srinagar, today organized an aware-
ness rally in Budgam to promote 
the message of integrity, transpar-
ency, and zero tolerance towards 
corruption.

The rally, which commenced 
from Boys Higher Secondary School 
Budgam and culminated at the Bus 
Stand Budgam, was flagged off by 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Budgam, 
Dr. Bilal Mohi-ud-Din Bhat.

A large number of students, 
teachers, faculty members, officers, 
and civil society representatives 
participated in the rally with great 
enthusiasm, carrying placards and 
banners bearing slogans such as 
“Say No to Corruption” and “Vig-
ilant Citizens, Prosperous Nation.”

Speaking on the occasion, the 
DC lauded the collaborative effort 
between the District Administra-

tion, School Education Department, 
and ACB Srinagar in organizing 
the rally, terming it an important 
step in building a culture of hon-
esty, responsibility, and public 
accountability.

He said that the Vigilance Aware-
ness Week serves as a strong re-
minder for all citizens, particularly 
the younger generation, to uphold 
the principles of honesty and ethi-
cal conduct in every sphere of life. 

He said that , Corruption not 
only weakens governance but also 
erodes public trust and hampers 
progress.

The DC further stressed that 
transparency and integrity must 
become guiding principles in both 
personal and professional life. 

He called upon government 
officials to maintain fairness in 
decision-making and ensure pub-
lic services are delivered without 
bias or malpractice.

He urged students to act as 
torchbearers of change, spreading 
awareness among peers and com-
munities about the importance 
of ethical behaviour. He said that 
our youth must take pride in hon-

esty and accountability. A vigilant 
and informed citizenry is the 
strongest deterrent against cor-
ruption,” the DC added.

He also appreciated the Anti-
Corruption Bureau’s continuous 
efforts in raising public awareness 
and promoting integrity in gov-
ernance. He reiterated the admin-

istration’s commitment to extend-
ing full support to initiatives aimed 
at building a transparent and 
corruption-free society.

At the culmination point, a brief 
post-rally function was held where 
the Chief Education Officer (CEO) 
Budgam addressed the gathering 
and emphasized the role of educa-

tion in cultivating moral values 
and ethical awareness among 
students.

Faculty members from various 
schools and colleges also shared 
their insights on the importance 
of vigilance, honesty, and good 
governance.

Students from Boys Higher 
Secondary School Budgam, Girls 
Higher Secondary School Budgam, 
Degree College Budgam, NIFT 
Budgam, and several other insti-
tutions actively participated in 
the rally, showcasing their com-
mitment to promoting ethical 
values and good governance.

The event concluded with a 
pledge among the participants to 
uphold the principles of integrity, 
transparency, and accountability 
in both governance and everyday 
life, reinforcing the message of 
this year’s Vigilance Awareness 
Week theme.

Senior officers from the District 
Administration, officials from ACB 
Srinagar, education department 
functionaries, and members of 
the civil society were also present 
on the occasion.

DC Kupwara flags Off ‘Run for Unity’ to Mark Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel’s 150th Birth Anniversary

Ekta Diwas Pledge administered
�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

KUPWARA, OCTOBER 31: In a vibrant celebra-
tion of the 150th birth anniversary of Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel, the District Administration Kupwara 
organized a “Run for Unity” from the DC Office 
Complex Kupwara to Government Degree College 
Kupwara as part of the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas (Na-
tional Unity Day) celebrations. 

The event aimed to promote national integra-
tion, unity, and harmony among the youth.

The run was flagged off by Deputy Commis-
sioner Kupwara, Shrikant Suse, in presence of 
Senior Superintendent of Police Kupwara, Al 
Tahir Gilani, Additional Deputy Commissioner 
Kupwara, ACR, ASP, CEO, and other officers from 
the district administration, My Bharat Mera 
Yuva Bharat, and the Department of Youth Ser-
vices & Sports. A large number of students rep-
resenting various educational institutions of 
the district enthusiastically participated in the 

event, showcasing discipline, enthusiasm, and 
patriotic spirit. The run passed through Mu-
ghalpora and culminated at Government Degree 
College Kupwara. Various cultural programmes 
were also performed by students from different 
schools of the district, adding colour and vi-
brancy to the celebrations.

Addressing the participants, Shrikant Suse 
highlighted the significance of the ‘Run for 
Unity’ and said the event was organized across 
the country to commemorate the birth anni-
versary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. He noted 
that the day, observed as Rashtriya Ekta Diwas, 
serves as a reminder of Patel’s invaluable con-
tribution in uniting the nation.

On this occasion Ekta Diwas Pledge was also 
administered to all participants. 

He highlighted Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s vital 
role in strengthening India’s unity and integrity.

The DC also informed that from 7th to 14th 
November, a series of events will be organised 
to commemorate the 150th anniversary of “Vande 
Mataram”.

Terming youth as the symbol of strength and 
unity, the Deputy Commissioner emphasized the 
need to channelize their energy and potential 
towards nation-building and appealed for perform-
ing our duties to ensure unity and integrity.

Second Randomisation of Polling Staff held at 
Budgam for Bye-Elections to 27-Assembly 

Constituency Budgam
�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

BUDGAM, OCTOBER 31: The second 
randomisation of polling staff designated 
for deployment across 173 polling stations 
for the upcoming bye-elections to the 27-As-
sembly Constituency Budgam was today 
conducted at Budgam.

The randomisation process was carried 
out under the supervision of the District 
Election Officer (DEO) Budgam, Dr. Bilal 
Mohi-ud-Din Bhat, in the presence of Gen-
eral Observer, Bhor Singh Yadav.

As per the guidelines stipulated by the 
Election Commission of India (ECI), the 
randomisation was conducted through the 
Election Management System to ensure 
transparency and impartiality. During the 
process, a total of 1020 employees, includ-
ing a 50% reserve, were randomly allo-
cated to different polling stations for the 
bye-elections.

The step marks a crucial part of the 
preparations aimed at ensuring free, fair, 

and smooth conduct of the electoral process 
in the constituency.

Besides Returning Officer for 27-AC 
Budgam, Afroza Bano; Dy. DEO, Hilal Ahmad; 
Nodal Officer ETBPS, Majid Hussain, and 
other officers were also present during the 
randomisation process.

It was informed that all prerequisites 
and arrangements are being fulfilled as per 
ECI guidelines to ensure a peaceful and 
transparent bye-election in 27-Assembly 
Constituency Budgam.
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Social media
channels continue to act 
in irresponsible manner

A drama of sorts was witnessed on the final 
day of the autumn session of the legislative 
assembly as the legislator from Karnah in Kup-
wara, Javed Mirchal said that he could not 
sleep since a video showing him using social 
media during the assembly session a day 
earlier had gone viral. The legislator demand-
ed action against the portal that had captured 
the video and uploaded it on its network.

Cutting across party lines the MLA Karnah 
was joined by some other legislators and they 
too raised concern about the issue. Assembly 
speaker Abdul Rahim Rather while responding 
to the matter said that action will be taken 
against the defaulter. The issue needs to be 
viewed in a broad manner and above law it 
has once again highlighted the need to regu-
late the social media channels operating in 
the union territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

Over the past few years there has been a 
mushroom growth of the face book channels 
and other social media platforms and the 
government seems to have no control over the 
same. It got reflected in the autumn session of 
the legislature since more than half of the media 
persons covering the proceedings belonged 
to face book channels. In the past the Depart-
ment of Information would issue passes to 
cover assembly proceedings only to the 
accredited journalists, but the situation has 
changed of late.

Since there is no regulation of social media 
in Jammu & Kashmir the social media platforms 
run anything which they wish to. At times total-
ly nonsense stuff is being beamed by these 
social media channels and the same is criticized 
by the people in general especially by those 
who are sensitive. Following complaints some 
of the district heads of the administration issued 
directions to the social media channels to act 
in a responsible manner so that unverified, 
unethical and useless stuff is not beamed by 
such social media channels.

The directions issued by the administration 
were not taken seriously by the concerned 
people and it is due to this reason that the social 
media channels continue to work without any 
responsibility. Most of these social media han-
dlers take the law into their hands and violate 
the laid down rules and regulations according 
to their own wish. It is high time that the law 
enforcing agencies take the issue seriously 
and take stern action against the people found 
violating the norms.
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Remembering Sarwanand Kaul “Premi Ji”
The Eternal Beacon of Kashmiryat, Literature, and Humanity

As Jammu and Kashmir observes 
the birth anniversary of Sarwanand 
Koul “Premi Ji” on 2nd November 2025, 
the air once again fills with reverence 
for a man who embodied the truest 
essence of Kashmiryat — the spirit of 
love, coexistence, and universal 
brotherhood. Premi Ji was not just a 
writer or poet; he was a moral force, 
a teacher, and a visionary who 
enlightened generations with his 
words and deeds.

A Multilingual Genius and 
Messenger of Harmony

Sarwanand Koul Premi Ji’s literary 
contributions remain unmatched in 
the history of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Fluent in Kashmiri, Urdu, Hindi, and 
English, he used his extraordinary 
command of language to unite people 
beyond the boundaries of religion and 
region.

His translations of the Bhagavad 
Gita into Kashmiri and Urdu & 
Ramayana and Geetanjali into 
Kashmiri were revolutionary. Through 
these sacred translations, Premi Ji 
conveyed a timeless truth — that all 
religions speak the language of love, 
peace, and righteousness. He sought 
to build bridges between communities, 
not walls; to show that the divine 
message is universal, regardless of the 
faith one follows.

Premi Ji’s writings reflected his 
deep respect for both Hinduism and 
Islam, and his literary mission was to 
preserve the soul of Kashmir’s 
composite culture, which he saw as a 
garden of diverse yet harmonious 
flowers.

A Teacher, Mentor, and Guide to 
the Youth

Beyond his identity as a poet and 
translator, Sarwanand Koul Premi Ji was 
an exceptional teacher who shaped 
countless young minds with knowledge 
and moral wisdom. He served in the 
field of education with sincerity and 
dedication, believing that teaching is 
the noblest service to society.

For Premi Ji, education was not 
confined to books — it was a means 
to build character and awaken 
humanity. He inspired his students to 
think critically, act ethically, and 
respect all religions. In his classroom, 
he taught values of tolerance, empathy, 
and truth, nurturing a generation of 
enlightened and compassionate 
citizens.

Many of his former students later 
became teachers, scholars, and 
administrators, carrying forward his 
legacy of intellectual honesty and 
moral integrity. His influence on youth 
remains an invaluable chapter in the 
educational history of Kashmir.

A Freedom Fighter, Journalist, and 
Social Reformer

Premi Ji also played an active role 
in India’s freedom movement and later 
continued his mission as a social 
reformer. He stood against injustice, 
superstition, and social evils, using 
both his pen and his presence to bring 

awareness to rural communities. He 
was also a journalist who fearlessly 
wrote for truth and transparency, 
making his writings a mirror of 
society’s conscience.

Martyrdom: A Blow to Humanity 
and Secularism

The year 1990 witnessed one of the 
darkest tragedies of modern Kashmir. 
In an environment of growing 
militancy and intolerance, the forces 
of hatred targeted the torchbearers of 
peace and harmony. Sarwanand Koul 
Premi Ji and his beloved son, Virendra, 
were brutally murdered by militants 
— a crime that shook the moral fabric 
of the Valley.

His assassination was not merely 
the killing of a poet but the silencing 
of an entire ideology — the ideology 
of love, unity, and Jamhooriyat 
(democracy). His martyrdom remains 
a symbol of the suffering and resilience 
of the Kashmiri Pandit community, 
and of all those who stood for truth.

National Recognition of His 
Martyrdom

We, the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir, express our heartfelt 
gratitude to the Hon’ble Prime Minister 
of India and the Hon’ble Lieutenant 
Governor of Jammu and Kashmir for 
recognizing Sarwanand Koul Premi Ji 
as a Martyr of the Nation. This 
recognition is not only a tribute to his 
sacrifice but also a reaffirmation of 
India’s unwavering commitment to 
secular values, freedom of thought, 

and human dignity.
Their acknowledgment restores 

faith in the principle that the nation 
never forgets those who die defending 
peace, knowledge, and unity.

An Everlasting Legacy of Light
Today, Premi Ji’s writings continue 

to illuminate the path for new 
generations. His poems and essays are 
living reminders that truth can never 
be buried, and that a society built on 
education, compassion, and tolerance 
can overcome even the darkest of times.

As we celebrate his birth 
anniversary, let us remember him not 
with sorrow, but with pride — as a 
teacher of humanity, a poet of peace, 
and a martyr for secularism.

Tribute Event
The Birth Anniversary of Sarwanand 

Koul “Premi Ji” will be observed by the 
Jammu and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture & Languages, the Directorate 
of School Education, Kashmir, and the 
District Administration Anantnag.

The program will include literary 
tributes, cultural performances, 
student interactions, and exhibitions 
of his works — all aimed at rekindling 
his message of peace, unity, and 
enlightenment.

“Premi Ji was not only a poet of 
Kashmir — he was the poet of humanity. 
His ink still flows in the conscience of 
the nation.”

The Author is a Social Activist 
and Freelance Journalist

Rakesh Koul (Brah)

Amar Shaheed Sarwanand kaul Premi. 

His translations of 
the Bhagavad 

Gita into Kashmiri 
and Urdu & 

Ramayana and 
Geetanjali into 
Kashmiri were 
revolutionary. 
Through these 

sacred 
translations, Premi 

Ji conveyed a 
timeless truth — 
that all religions 

speak the 
language of love, 

peace, and 
righteousness. He 

sought to build 
bridges between 
communities, not 
walls; to show that 

the divine 
message is 
universal, 

regardless of the 
faith one
follows

The Quiet Wisdom of Falling Leaves
�� MOOL RAJ

The season’s poetry holds a practical 
wisdom often lost in its beauty. The air 
carries a faint chill now, and the hillsides 
wear a softer light. In Kashmir, autumn 
has arrived not with haste but with qui-
et dignity - a slow fading of green into 
russet, amber, and gold. Chinars stand 
like old philosophers, shedding their leaves 
not in despair but in serene acceptance. 
Each leaf drifts downward as if whisper-
ing an old truth that all beauty must one 
day fall, and yet in falling, it completes its 
purpose. The rustle beneath our feet is 
not just the sound of decay, but of renew-
al in disguise. Autumn reminds us, in its 
stillness, of the art of letting go and of the 
quiet wisdom that comes when we final-
ly stop resisting change.

In a world that races restlessly, autumn 
stands still. It teaches patience to those 
who look closely. The trees do not cling 
to their leaves even when the winds grow 
sharp; they trust the rhythm of the sea-
sons. Their surrender is graceful, not 
defeated. In our lives, too, there are 
moments when holding on brings pain 
and letting go brings peace. The falling 

leaves become mirrors to our own tran-
sitions jobs lost, relationships changed, 
ambitions reshaped. What if we, like the 
trees, learned to release without bitter-
ness, to shed without fear?The season’s 
poetry holds a practical wisdom often 
lost in its beauty. Farmers know it well 
after the harvest, the land rests. The silence 
of fields is not emptiness; it is preparation. 
In nature’s design, even stillness is work, 
and decay is only the beginning of growth. 
Our lives, too, need such pauses, moments 
of reflection after achievement, spaces 
between endings and beginnings. Mod-
ern life, however, often denies us that 
pause. We rush from one pursuit to 
another, fearing that rest means failure. 
Yet autumn gently corrects us: rest is not 
retreat; it is renewal.

There is also humility in the fall of 
leaves. The grand chinar that shaded 
hundreds all summer now stands bare, 
unashamed. It reminds us that strength 
lies not in adornment but in endurance. 
The world often celebrates the spring of 
success, the bloom of achievement, but 
seldom honours the quiet courage it takes 
to endure winter. Autumn prepares us 
for that courage. It invites us to embrace 

vulnerability, to accept impermanence 
as a condition of life, not a flaw in it.As the 
leaves fall, they do not vanish into insig-
nificance. They become the earth’s own 
memory, enriching the soil for another 
season’s growth. The wisdom here is 
simple yet profound: what seems like an 
end is often a contribution. Our failures, 
our forgotten efforts, our quiet sacrifices 
all become part of a larger soil from which 
something new can grow. This is how 
progress, both personal and collective, 
truly happens not through endless accu-
mulation, but through cycles of giving, 
resting, and renewal.

In our times, where anxiety often 
arises from the illusion of permanence , 
permanent jobs, permanent relationships, 
permanent success , autumn brings relief 
by breaking that illusion. It tells us that 
nothing lasts, and that’s precisely what 
makes it precious.

The lesson extends beyond the per-
sonal to the social. Communities, too, 
must sometimes shed, outdated prac-
tices, unjust hierarchies, stagnant ideas. 
A society that fears change becomes like 
a tree that refuses to drop its leaves , suf-
focated by its own weight. Renewal 

demands release. The wisdom of falling 
leaves, then, is also a wisdom of reform , 
that progress often begins with graceful 
surrender.

And finally, autumn teaches us the 
quiet art of appreciation. It invites us to 
notice the sound of wind through branch-
es, the gold scattered on footpaths, the 
way the sun slants earlier and softer. It 
asks us to slow down enough to witness 
beauty in decline. In doing so, it repairs 
something inside us that the noise of the 
year may have worn thin.So, as the leaves 
drift and the evenings deepen, perhaps 
we too can learn to rest in our own seasons 
of change. To trust that even when life 
seems to fade, something essential is 
taking shape beneath the surface. The 
quiet wisdom of falling leaves is that 
nothing truly ends, it simply transforms. 
What we lose becomes part of what we 
will one day grow into.In the hush of 
autumn, if one listens closely, the world 
seems to whisper , let go, and you will 
find peace; fall, and you will rise 
renewed. 

The author is a regular columnist 
and freelance writer 
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Know Your Artisan: Celebrating the hands 
that shape Kashmir’s heritage

Srinagar’s iconic Clock Tower, the Ghan-
ta Ghar at Lal Chowk, Srinagar transformed 
into a vibrant symbol of culture and cre-
ativity on October 25, 2025 as the Depart-
ment of Handicrafts and Handloom, Kash-
mir, organized the “Know Your Artisan” 
programme. The event infused fresh life 
into the city centre, attracting hundreds 
of visitors, artisans, and admirers of Kash-
miri craftsmanship, and turned Lal Chowk 
into a living exhibition of art, tradition, 
and heritage.

The initiative reflected a larger cul-
tural awakening — a collective recognition 
of the people behind the intricate crafts 
that have defined Kashmir’s artistic iden-
tity for centuries. Against the graceful 
backdrop of the restored Clock Tower, 
Srinagar’s heart beat to the rhythm of 
looms, chisels, and brushes as artisans 
demonstrated their timeless skills. The air 
resonated with the soft hum of activity, 
echoing the heritage of a land where art-
istry is a way of life.

The event offered an immersive expe-
rience of Kashmir’s artistic diversity. Arti-
sans representing traditional crafts such 
as pashmina weaving, kani shawl making, 
carpet weaving, papier-mâché, copper 
engraving, wood carving, crewel embroi-
dery, and sozni work showcased their 
artistry in real time. Each stall became a 
small theatre of craftsmanship where 
creativity unfolded before visitors’ eyes.

Crowds gathered around artisans as 
they worked meticulously — spinning fine 
pashmina threads, carving intricate motifs 
into walnut wood, or painting delicate 
floral designs on papier-mâché artefacts. 
Visitors observed the detailed processes, 
often marvelling at the patience and pre-
cision that go into each creation. For many, 
it was an awakening to the human skill 
and endurance that lie behind the cele-
brated Kashmiri label.

The “Know Your Artisan” event broke 

the barriers that often separate crafts-
people from consumers. It brought artisans 
out of their workshops and into the public 
space, giving them visibility and respect 
while allowing the public to engage direct-
ly with the creative process. The city’s 
busiest commercial square thus became 
a space for cultural dialogue — one that 
connected the hands that create with the 
eyes that appreciate.

Lal Chowk, with its deep historical and 
emotional significance, was an apt venue 
for such a revival. Recently redeveloped 
into a pedestrian-friendly zone, the square 
has evolved into a space not only of com-
merce but also of culture and community 
gathering. By hosting “Know Your Artisan” 
at this symbolic site, the Department of 
Handicrafts and Handloom effectively 
transformed an urban landmark into a 
stage for heritage and pride.

Throughout the day, the Clock Tower 
was surrounded by colour, sound, and 
movement. Handwoven fabrics fluttered 
in the breeze, copperware gleamed under 
the autumn sun, and soft strains of Kash-
miri folk music created a festive ambiance. 
The event became a visual narrative of 
Kashmir’s artistic evolution — one that 
speaks through texture, colour, and form 
rather than words.

For the artisans, this was more than an 
exhibition; it was an affirmation of their 
identity and a celebration of endurance. 

Many of them come from families that 
have practised their crafts for generations, 
passing skills through time despite eco-
nomic pressures and social change. Their 
presence at Lal Chowk symbolized conti-
nuity — the unbroken link between tradi-
tion and modernity.

The programme was also part of a 
broader strategy to strengthen the artisan 
community through exposure, recognition, 
and market linkage. The Department of 
Handicrafts and Handloom has been work-
ing to promote traditional crafts through 
a combination of skill enhancement initia-
tives, design interventions, and marketing 
platforms.

Events like “Know Your Artisan” are 
vital in re-establishing the connection 
between artisans and consumers, espe-
cially in an era dominated by mass produc-
tion. They bring authenticity back into 
public appreciation and remind the young-
er generation of the cultural wealth embed-
ded in local crafts. The initiative also con-
tributes to tourism by offering visitors a 
direct encounter with Kashmir’s living 
heritage — an experience far more engag-
ing than conventional shopping.

For many artisans, the event opened 
opportunities to showcase their work to 
new audiences, explore collaborations, and 
understand changing market preferences. 
Younger artisans, in particular, are exper-
imenting with ways to blend traditional 

methods with contemporary aesthetics, 
ensuring that Kashmiri crafts remain rel-
evant in today’s global marketplace.

The “Know Your Artisan” programme 
also highlighted the natural synergy 
between handicrafts and tourism. Kash-
mir’s beauty has long drawn visitors from 
around the world, and its crafts have served 
as tangible memories of that experience. 
Hosting a craft-focused event in the heart 
of Srinagar allowed tourists to witness the 
craftsmanship that often remains hidden 
within workshops or remote villages.

Visitors interacted freely with artisans, 
purchased handmade products, and learned 
about the intricate processes involved in 
their making. This direct engagement added 
a new dimension to cultural tourism — one 
that not only supports local livelihoods but 
also deepens visitors’ understanding of Kash-
miri identity.

The timing of the event was significant. 
As the region seeks to revive its tourism 
industry, cultural initiatives such as this 
reinforce Kashmir’s image as a place of 
beauty, creativity, and resilience. Lal 
Chowk, once a symbol of political expres-
sion, now resonated with the sounds of 
looms, tools, and laughter — an emblem 
of a city rediscovering its artistic soul.

Beyond its visual splendour, the “Know 
Your Artisan” programme carried a pow-
erful message about cultural preservation. 
Kashmir’s handicrafts are more than com-
modities; they are embodiments of col-
lective memory, tradition, and identity. 
Each motif in a shawl, each carving on 
wood, each stroke of colour in papier-mâché 
represents a story — one that has been 
shaped over centuries.

Yet, these crafts face challenges from 
changing lifestyles, imitation products, and 
declining interest among youth. Events like 
the one at Lal Chowk rekindle awareness 
and respect for the craft sector, reminding 
society that preserving heritage is as much 
a civic responsibility as it is a cultural one. 
By engaging directly with artisans, citizens 
and visitors become stakeholders in the effort 
to sustain this legacy.

The Department’s initiative thus reflects 
a conscious attempt to make heritage vis-
ible in everyday life — not confined to 
museums or markets but celebrated in 
public spaces where people gather, shop, 
and connect. It transforms cultural pres-
ervation from an abstract concept into a 
shared experience.

As daylight faded, the Clock Tower 

glowed under soft illumination, surround-
ed by displays of art and clusters of people 
still exploring the stalls. The transformation 
of Lal Chowk into a cultural arena demon-
strated how urban spaces can nurture 
community pride and artistic expression.

The success of “Know Your Artisan” has 
sparked discussions about making similar 
events a regular feature in Srinagar’s cul-
tural calendar. Many believe that public 
spaces should continue to serve as plat-
forms for artistic interaction and heritage 
education, linking city life with rural crafts-
manship.

Such initiatives can help sustain tradi-
tional livelihoods, encourage innovation, 
and restore dignity to artisanal professions. 
They also strengthen the emotional con-
nection between citizens and their city 
— a bond rooted in shared history and 
creative identity.

In essence, the event transcended the 
boundaries of an exhibition or market fair. 
It was a reaffirmation of the idea that art 
and craftsmanship are integral to Kashmir’s 
social fabric. It reminded the city that 
behind every shawl, carpet, or carved object 
lies a human story — one of skill, patience, 
and perseverance.

By choosing the Clock Tower — a structure 
that has witnessed decades of change — as 
the venue, the organisers symbolically placed 
the artisan at the centre of Kashmir’s evolv-
ing narrative. The blending of past and pres-
ent, tradition and innovation, made the event 
a celebration not only of craftsmanship but 
of continuity and renewal.

As the evening drew to a close, Lal 
Chowk stood as a reflection of Kashmir’s 
enduring creativity. The hum of activity 
subsided, but the spirit of the artisans 
lingered — a reminder that culture thrives 
wherever there are hands willing to create 
and hearts willing to appreciate.

The “Know Your Artisan” programme 
thus marked more than a single day of 
festivity; it marked a movement toward 
rediscovering and respecting the living 
heritage that defines Kashmir. In every 
woven thread, carved motif, and painted 
surface, Srinagar found a renewed sense of 
belonging — a quiet yet profound tribute to 
its artisans who continue to shape the story 
of this land, one masterpiece at a time.

The author is a senior analyst and 
can be mailed at m.hanief@gmail.

com
X (Twitter): @haniefmha

Mohammad Hanief

Poetic Symposium at Kupwara

�� RAYEES AHMAD KUMAR

The whole of Kashmir is famous 
for its natural beauty and moder-
ate climate. It is for this reason that 
litterateurs and poets have fre-
quently mentioned it in their writ-
ings, and people from all over the 
world are drawn to its lush green 
meadows, gushing rivers, and pris-
tine waters. The entire valley is 
divided into ten districts. Its North 
Kashmir region—comprising Ban-
dipora, Baramulla, and Kupwara—
forms the frontier border area. 
Among these, Kupwara shares the 
maximum border length, about 
170 kilometers, with the neighbor-
ing country, Pakistan. The Kupwara 
district, carved out from erstwhile 
District Baramulla in 1979, is 
located to extreme north of Jammu 
and Kashmir. It is almost 110 kms 
away from Srinagar city. Kupwara 
district is located between Pir Pan-
chal and  Shams Bari mountain 
ranges. These mountain ranges 
have beautiful meadows and pas-
tures in their bosom which provide 
grazing ground for cattle and 
sheep. These mountain ranges are 
traversed by famous passes like 
Sadhna pass, Farkiyan Gali and 
Nagmarg Pass. These passes open 
into beautiful valleys of Karnah, 

Keran and Drawa areas. I had 
never been to this naturally beau-
tiful frontier district of the valley. 
However, it was only after Showkat 
Saqib Poshpoori, President of the 
Cultural Forum Kupwara, took the 
initiative to conduct a poetic sym-
posium at Dream World Educa-
tional Institute, Allachizab Kup-
wara, and invited poets from across 
the valley to participate, that I, too, 
received an invitation a fortnight 
ago and decided to take part. I had 
made up my mind to participate 
in the literary event, marked the 
date on my calendar, and applied 
for casual leave. On the momentous 
day, I left my residence early in the 
morning and reached Qazigund 
railway station half an hour before 
the departure of the Baramulla-
bound train. After disembarking 
at Sopore station, I quickly board-
ed a sumo, which departed for 
Kupwara within minutes. The 
distance from Sopore to Kupwara 
is about forty kilometres and takes 
roughly an hour to cover, thanks 
to the good condition of the road. 
On both sides of the Sopore–Kup-
wara road, I enjoyed the scenic 
beauty — apple orchards present-
ing a mesmerizing look, and plain 
paddy fields, bounded on all sides 
by lofty hills, adding to its charm 
and elegance. It was around 12 
p.m. when I reached Kupwara 
town. After enquiring from a hotel 
owner while sipping some tea 
about where to get a vehicle for 
Allachizab, I walked towards the 
taxi stand at Regipora and board-
ed an Awoora-bound sumo. By 
12:30 p.m., I reached the venue 

where the grand literary function 
was being held. I was deeply 
impressed by the hospitality and 
the rousing reception I received 
the moment I greeted the audience. 
Volunteers were busy making final 
arrangements, and soon the formal 
function was kickstarted. Like all 
traditional events held in Kashmir, 
it began with the recitation of 
verses from Surah at-Tin by a young 
student of the school in his melo-
dious voice, followed by their trans-
lation into English, Urdu, and 
Kashmiri. Two confident and aca-
demically bright students then 
recited the naat “Ye Mera Nabi, 
Mera Nabi” in their soulful voices. 
This was followed by the announce-
ment of the presidium members. 
The noted poet and academician 

Abdul Aziz Mastana was chosen 
to preside over the function, while 
the school principal, Naseer Ahmad 
Bhat, was designated as the chief 
guest. I too had the honour of being 
the guest of honour. Proceedings 
of the symposium began with a 
warm welcome to all participants, 
amidst a thundering reception and 
a vibrant display of literary tradi-
tion. Coming from the remote vil-
lage of Teetwal, Ab. Hameed 
Kataria won the hearts of the audi-
ence with his cheerful and melodi-
ous recitation. His tone was both 
alluring and inspiring. Aliyas 
Arman from the picturesque Lolab 
valley—about which the poet of 
the East, Dr. Allama Iqbal, says:
“Pani tere chashmon ka tadapta 

hua seemaab,

Murgani-e-sehar teri fazaon 
mein hai betab,

Ae wadi-e-Lolab, ae wadi-e-
Lolab”—

presented a mesmerizing and 
heart-touching poem, rich in 
meaning and thought-provoking 
in spirit. Nazir Parwana, another 
accomplished poet, recited a 
meticulously composed romantic 
Kashmiri ghazal, which earned 
resounding applause from every 
participant in the hall. Showkat 
Saqib Poshpoori, President of the 
Cultural Forum Kupwara, too pre-
sented a reflective Kashmiri poem 
reminiscent of the works of the 
legendary poet Abdul Ahad Azad. 
Aadil Tariq Lolabi, yet another poet 
from the Lolab valley, recited an 
eloquent ghazal on Zindagi (life), 

which was highly appreciated by 
the audience. Renowned Urdu and 
Kashmiri poet Masoom Maqbool 
presented a beautifully written 
odic poem dedicated to Allachizab 
village of Kupwara. Poets Moo-
min Bashir and Syed Wasil also 
captivated the listeners with their 
soulful verses, receiving heartfelt 
applause. Aadil Tariq Lolabi’s Kash-
miri poem on the importance and 
significance of time, reminiscent 
of the works of Rajab Hamid, too 
garnered admiration from the 
audience. I too recited an odic 
poem on Chinar, highlighting its 
charm and cultural significance 
during the event. Other poets who 
participated in the symposium 
included Rahat Falahi, Gh. Hassan 
Banhama, and Gh. Rasool Malik 
Trehgami. Ab Aziz Mastana and 
Naseer Ahmad, while deliberating 
on the importance of organizing 
literary events in educational insti-
tutions, reiterated that more such 
programs would be held in the 
future. They also assured that the 
Dream World School administra-
tion would extend every possible 
support and cooperation in con-
ducting these events to nurture 
literary taste and temperament 
among students.In conclusion, 
Showket Saqib Poshpoori expressed 
gratitude to all poets and guests for 
making the program a grand success. 
He truly deserves applause and com-
mendation for organizing such 
inspiring events aimed at promoting 
language and literature. 

Writer is a columnist based 
in Qazigund Kashmir
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Drug Menace: How Deep the Roots Are?

�� JAG MOHAN THAKEN

As per Media reports, on October 24, 
2025 a video reportedly floated on social 
media, the footage of which went viral 
on Thursday, shows several girls cover-
ing their faces with scarves, entering the 
shop, purchasing liquor, and leaving 
briskly with bottles tucked discreetly 
into their school bags in Nainpur town 
under Mandla district of Madhya 
Pradesh.

For a country like India, what a dis-
turbing and astonishing incident it is, 
wherein even the school girls are noticed 
purchasing the liquor!

Another incident which shows the 
most dreadful and shameful face of drug 
menace has been reported by Leader of 
opposition in Punjab Vidhan Sabha, 
Pratap Singh Bajwa on 25th October.  
Bajwa highlighted that in a gut-wrench-
ing incident that exposes the horrifying 
depths of Punjab’s drug crisis, a drug-
addict couple from Mansa district sold 
their five-month-old son to a family in 
Budhlada for Rs 1.8 lakh — just to fund 
their addiction.

“In 2022, the central government 
submitted a report to the Supreme Court 
that an alarming 15.8 million youths 
between the ages of 10 and 17 battle 
substance addiction nationwide. Based 
on findings from a court-mandated 
research study, alcoholic beverages rank 
as the primary mind-altering substance 
consumed by the population, with 
marijuana and opioid-based drugs fol-
lowing behind”, The New Indian Express 
in an Article on March 30,2025 reported.

It is despite the National Centre for 
Drug Abuse Prevention underscores on 
its website that Drug abuse is a serious 
problem having dangerous consequenc-
es and recognizing the seriousness of 

the multi-faceted implications of the 
incidence of substance abuse in the 
country, the Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment has been implement-
ing various steps.

Also, in a written reply to a question 
in the Lok Sabha on March 18,2025, the 
Minister of State in the Ministry of Home 
Affairs Nityanand Rai told that to address 
the problem of Drug Abuse, Government 
has formulated and implemented the 
National Action Plan for Drug Demand 
Reduction (NAPDDR) under which the 
Government is taking a sustained and 
coordinated action for arresting the 
problem of substance abuse. This 
includes: Launched Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyaan (NMBA) in all districts of the 
country through more than 10000 mas-
ter volunteers. It has reached out to 
more-than 14.79 crore people including 
4.96 crore youth and 2.97 crore women.

Despite the central government’s 
launching ‘Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan’ 
(NMBA) in all districts of the country, 
why has India not succeeded in curbing 
this evil? Why was the evil not nipped 
in the bud? Why as per ground reports, 
the situation is still so alarming?  Here 
we will discuss the situation in agrarian 
states-Punjab and Haryana, just as 
samples.

However, the Aam Adami Party ruled 
Punjab government has been running its 
‘YUDH NASHIAN VIRUDH’ (Battle against 
drugs) campaign since long and on Octo-
ber 26, the date of writing these lines, this 
drive has completed its 239th day.

A government press release claims 
that continuing the war against drugs 
“Yudh Nashian Virudh” waged by Pun-
jab Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann 
to eradicate drug menace from state 
consecutively for the 239th day, Punjab 
Police conducted raids at 261 locations 
on Sunday leading to the arrest of 66 
drug smugglers after registration of 57 
first information reports (FIRs) across 
the state. With this, the number of total 
drug smugglers arrested has reached 
34,175 in 239 days.

However, its appreciable action and 
step of the Punjab government, but also 
exposes the ground situation of the state 

that how deep the roots of drug menace 
are. The figure of total drug smugglers 
arrested has reached 34,175 in 239 days 
shows the seriousness and gravity of the 
problem.

Despite strenuous efforts of the state 
government to hammer the problem, 
the opposition party, Congress, alleges 
that Punjab continues to face the worst-
ever drug crisis, and the Chief Minister 
Mann keeps boasting about ending it.

The drug menace is not “under con-
trol” — it’s out of control, spreading like 
a plague through our villages, consum-
ing generation after generation, alleged 
the Leader of the Opposition Bajwa.

Bajwa came down heavily on Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann accusing him 
of wilfully ignoring the drug menace.  
Bajwa highlighted that in a gut-wrench-
ing incident that exposes the horrifying 
depths of Punjab’s drug crisis, a drug-
addict couple from Mansa district sold 
their five-month-old son to a family in 
Budhlada for Rs 1.8 lakh — just to fund 
their addiction.  

Bajwa stated that the mother was 
once a state-level wrestler. She and her 
husband, both enslaved by drugs, sold 
their baby to keep their next high going. 
This is not fiction. This is the reality of 
Punjab in 2025.

“While Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann and his government shamelessly 
parade hollow promises about “eliminat-
ing drugs,” Punjab’s families are being 
destroyed, children are sold like cattle, 
and villages decay in the shadow of 
addiction. Every such incident is a damn-
ing indictment of this administration: 
a system that has utterly failed to prevent 
addiction, failed to protect children, and 
failed—repeatedly—to uphold the most 
basic tenets of humanity,” Bajwa thun-
dered.

The Congress party in Haryana also 
alleges that drug menace is growing 
rapidly in the state.

The General Secretary of All India 
Congress Committee, former Union 
Minister, and Sirsa MP Kumari Selja, in 
a press statement on October 13, said 
that the BJP government is not serious 
about the growing drug menace in Hary-
ana. Kumari Selja said that the govern-
ment has blindly trusted the official 
figures presented by officers while the 
reality is that cases of drug overdose and 
drug-related deaths are being reported 
daily in various districts. Out of the 22 
districts in the state, 16 have been severe-
ly affected by drug addiction, with Sirsa 
being the worst hit, where drug-related 
deaths continue to rise.

Drugs have now reached the villages 
from synthetic drugs to ‘Chitta,’ every 
form of addiction is spreading rapidly. 
The Haryana government has com-
pletely failed to control the drug menace.

Kumari Selja said that the fast-spread-
ing drug network in Dabwali and near-
by areas has engulfed the entire region, 
and in the last 40 days, 15 young lives 
have been lost, which reflects the fright-
ening ground reality. She said it is “deep-
ly unfortunate that drugs are being sold 
openly at medical stores while both the 
BJP government and the district admin-
istration remain silent spectators.”

Kumari Selja said that there are about 
1,700 medical stores in Sirsa district 
alone, but the number of officers and 
inspectors is extremely low. Kumari 
Selja said that without regular inspec-
tions, the sale of medical drugs as nar-
cotics cannot be stopped. The govern-
ment claims that 162 de-addiction 
centres are functioning in Haryana, and 
3,350 villages and about 900 urban wards 
have been declared drug-free, including 
around 180 villages in Sirsa, but the 
ground reality tells a different story.

“Conduct high-level inspections of 
all medical stores. Take strict action 
against those selling or protecting drug 
peddlers. Transform the anti-drug cam-
paign into a people’s movement”, advised 
Selja. She said the rising number of drug-
related deaths is not just a statistic, it 
reflects the government’s insensitivity 
and the failure of our entire system.

Concludingly, it seems that the pres-
ent efforts are not efficient and sufficient. 
It needs a heavy hammer blow.  To pro-
tect children and youth from addiction, 
awareness programs must be launched 
at schools, colleges, universities, other 
educational institutions and village 
level social platforms. Concrete steps 
are urgently needed to curb drug traf-
ficking and illegal sales across the coun-
try. Will the governments and the soci-
ety adopt a joint effective and forceful 
strategy to get rid of this blot?  

The author is a Senior Journalist, 
Columnist & Political Analyst from 

Chandigarh

India's Dual Thrust: Boosting 
Medical and Maritime Strengths

�� VIJAY GARG 

India is strategically pursuing a dual-
pronged approach to enhance its glob-
al standing by significantly strengthen-
ing both its medical (healthcare) and 
maritime sectors. These twin focus areas 
are viewed as crucial pillars for achiev-
ing the national vision of a developed 
India by 2047 (Viksit Bharat 2047), pro-
moting economic growth, and project-
ing regional influence.

The Maritime Renaissance: From 
Coastline to Corridor

The maritime sector, which handles 
about 95% of the country's trade volume, 
is undergoing a massive transformation, 
moving from mere port management 
to a holistic, port-led development 
model.

Key Initiatives and Vision:
Maritime India Vision (MIV) 2030 

and Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047: 
These ambitious blueprints aim to pro-
pel India into the top tier of global 
maritime nations. Targets include qua-
drupling port cargo handling capacity, 
becoming a top 10 shipbuilding nation, 
and creating a world-class, sustainable 
maritime ecosystem.

Infrastructure and Efficiency: Major 
focus areas include:

Capacity Expansion: Port capacity 
has been significantly augmented, with 
ambitious goals to reach 3,500 Million 
Tonnes Per Annum (MTPA) by 2030.

Sagarmala Programme: This nation-
al initiative drives port-led industrializa-
tion, enhancing port connectivity, and 
promoting coastal shipping. Projects 
worth lakhs of crores are reshaping 

coastal logistics.
Digitalization: Initiatives like the 

"One Nation One Port Process" aim to 
streamline operations, reduce paper-
work, and enhance efficiency through 
technology integration (AI, IoT).

Green Shipping: The Harit Sagar 
Green Port Guidelines and the Green 
Tug Transition Program (GTTP) are pro-
moting sustainability, aiming for eco-
friendly operations and a reduced carbon 
footprint, aligning with global climate 
goals.

Strategic Investment and Shipbuild-
ing: The government has approved a 
massive package (including the exten-
sion of the Shipbuilding Financial Assis-
tance Scheme and the establishment of 
a Maritime Development Fund (MDF)) 
to revitalize domestic shipbuilding, 
attract private investment, and expand 
the national fleet.

Naval Power Projection: Concur-
rently, the Indian Navy is modernizing 
and expanding its fleet—aiming for over 
200 ships and submarines by 2035—to 
protect vital trade routes, safeguard its 
expansive maritime interests, and 
enhance its role as a net security pro-
vider in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 
Indigenous warship construction, driv-
en by the Atmanirbhar Bharat (Self-
Reliant India) initiative, forms the core 
of this strategy.

The Healthcare Surge: Global Med-
ical Destination

India is rapidly positioning itself as 
a "Global Medical Destination," leverag-
ing its vast pool of skilled professionals, 
advanced technology, and unique blend 
of modern and traditional medicine.

Key Initiatives and Strengths:
Medical Value Travel (MVT): India is 

one of the fastest-growing MVT destina-
tions globally. The market size is pro-
jected to grow significantly, driven by 
high-quality care at competitive costs. 
The launch of Medical Visas & e-medi-
cal visas facilitates treatment for foreign 
patients.

Ayushman Bharat: This flagship 

national initiative forms the foundation 
of a robust healthcare ecosystem, focus-
ing on four main pillars, including the 
establishment of Health and Wellness 
Centres for last-mile delivery and the 
world's largest government-funded 
health insurance scheme.

Holistic Healthcare: India promotes 
a comprehensive approach, integrating 
modern medicine with traditional sys-
tems like Ayurveda, Yoga, and Unani 
(AYUSH), which adds a unique dimension 
to its healthcare offerings.

Talent and Capacity: The government 
is focused on strengthening and upgrad-
ing existing medical institutions to 
increase the number of doctors and 
specialists. Since 2014, there has been 
a remarkable increase in both MBBS and 
PG seats, addressing the demand for 
medical talent both domestically and 
globally.

Synergy and Strategic Outcome
The push in the medical and maritime 

sectors is not isolated. A robust maritime 
infrastructure supports the import of 
medical equipment and pharmaceuti-
cals, while a strong economy, partly 
fueled by the maritime trade, provides 
the resources for healthcare investment. 
Furthermore, the Indian Navy often 
plays a 'soft power' role by providing 
humanitarian and medical assistance 
(Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster 
Relief - HADR) across the IOR, using its 
ships to deliver medical supplies and 
conduct rescue operations, thereby 
directly linking both strengths.

By investing heavily in its ports, ship-
ping, and naval capability, and simulta-
neously expanding its high-quality 
healthcare system, India is enhancing 
its economic resilience, securing its 
strategic space, and improving the well-
being of its citizens—a comprehensive 
strategy that underscores its aspiration 
to become a leading global power.

Vijay Garg Retired Principal‌ 
Educational columnist Eminent 

Educationist street kour Chand MHR 
Malout Punjab

Animal Health Camp Organized by 
KVK Kulgam Benefits Livestock Farmers 

in Hallan, Manzgam

�� FAROOQ RATHER

KULGAM, OCT 31: Under the direction of 
Director Extension, Prof. Riahana H. Kanth, 
SKUAST-Kashmir, and the supervision of Profes-
sor & Head, Dr. Manzoor A. Ganai, Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra (KVK) Kulgam successfully organized an 
Animal Health Camp in the remote village of 
Hallan, Manzgam. The camp aimed to provide 
preventive and curative healthcare services to 
livestock farmers of the region.

A team of experts comprising Dr. Shahid 
Ahmad, Dr. Ab. Shakoor, Dr. Tariq Iqbal, and Dr. 
Mustafa from the Sheep Husbandry Department, 
Manzgam, rendered professional services during 
the camp. The experts conducted on-spot animal 
treatment, provided clinical consultations, and 
educated farmers on scientific livestock manage-
ment, balanced feeding, and disease prevention 
strategies.

A total of 67 livestock owners actively par-
ticipated in the programme. During the camp, 
166 dairy animals, 135 ovine, and 10 other live-
stock species were examined and provided with 
deworming, mineral mixture supplementation, 

and other necessary treatments. Free medicines 
and mineral mixtures were also distributed 
among the farmers as part of the animal welfare 
initiative.

Experts emphasized the importance of bal-
anced nutrition, routine deworming, vaccination, 
and mineral supplementation to enhance milk 
yield, reproductive performance, and overall 
herd health. Farmers were sensitized about 
early disease detection, hygiene, and biosecu-
rity measures to reduce production losses and 
improve profitability.

The event received an overwhelming response 
from the local farming community, who expressed 
gratitude to KVK Kulgam and SKUAST-Kashmir 
for their continued efforts toward improving 
livestock health and productivity in the district.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Manzoor A. 
Ganai appreciated the dedication of the expert 
team and reiterated that such outreach pro-
grammes are a vital part of KVK’s mandate to 
transfer scientific knowledge from lab to land, 
particularly in the field of livestock and dairy 
development for the welfare of rural and tribal 
farmers.
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My daughter , Aabru Feroze D/o Feroze Ahmad Dar, Resident 
of Dogripora, Tehsil Awantipora, District Pulwama, hereby 
inform the general public that her name has been wrongly 
recorded as Abirah Feroz D/o Feroz Ahmad Dar in Aadhar 
record.And the same is required to be corrected  as follows:

Name: Aabru Feroze
D/o: Feroze Ahmad Dar
R/o: Dogripora, Tehsil Awantipora, District Pulwama
If anyone has any objection to this correction, he/she may 

contact the concerned authorities within 7 days of the publication 
of this notice. After that, no objections will be entertained, 
and the correction shall be deemed final.

Sd/-
Mubeena Yousuf

R/o Dogripora, Tehsil Awantipora,
District Pulwama

Public Notice

I am applying for fresh Pesticide and Fertilizer License 
under the name Pandith Pesticides & Fertilizers  situated at 
Aglar Pattan. In this regard if anybody is having any  objection 
may file the same to Chief Agriculture Officer Baramulla and 
PPO Lal Mandi Srinagar within the time period of 07 days from 
the date of Publication of this notice. After that no objection 
shall be entertained. ( Aamir Nazir Pandith S/o Nazir Ahmad 
Pandith R/o Aglar pattan) Cell No. +91 84929 25963)

Public Notice My   Son's   name has been wrongly written as JEHANGIR 
HAFEEZ  S/O HAFEEZULLAH TELI  in his school record while 
his  correct name is JEHANGIR HAFIZ  S/O   HAFIZULLA TELI   
which needs to be corrected .If anybody having any objection 
in this regard he/she may file his /her objection in the office 
of TEHSILDAR Wagoora/BDO Wagoora Within seven days from 
the publication of this notice after that no objection will be 
entertained.

Name...   HAFIZULLAH TELI 
F/O JEHANGIR HAFIZ  

ZONE ...WAGOORA

Public Notice

My son's name has been incorrectly mentioned as MOHAMMAD 
AATIF MALIK S/O ABDUL HAMID MALIK R/O DOULTHPORA 
while his  correct name is MOHAMMAD ATIF MALIK S/O ABDUL 
HAMEED MAILK R/O DOULTHPORA as per adhar record which 
needs to be corrected if anybody having any objection in this 
regard he/she may file his /her objection in the office of 
concerned authorities within seven days from the publication 
of this notice after that no objection will be entertained 

Name....ABDUL HAMEED MALIK 
F/O MOHAMMAD ATIF MALIK

R/O DOULTHPORA 
TEHSIL....KREERI

Public NoticeI lost my college prospectus file, which contained my 
original educational documents, including my 10th and 
12th-grade mark sheets, certificates, and my date of birth 
certificate from JKBOSE, on October 16th. I may have 
accidentally left it on a bus travelling from Kreeri to Baramulla 
or on a local bus in Baramulla. If anyone has found it, please 
contact me at the number given below. I would be truly 
grateful for your help.

Syed Aasiya Ishaq daughter of Syed Mohammad 
Ishaq resident of Kreeri District Baramulla 

9070000957

Public Notice

Union Territory Jammu & Kashmir 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUIVE ENGINEER 
R&B DIVISION SOPORE 

NOTICE  INVITINGTENDER 
Fresh NITNo- 120 ofRnB-Soporeof2025-2026e-tendering DATED 30.10.2025(2nd  call) 

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K, e-tenders (in Single Cover System) are invited on Percentage 
ratebasisfromapprovedandeligiblecontractors 
registeredwithJ&KStateGovt.CPWD,RailwaysandotherState/CentralGovernmentsforthefollowing works: 

 
S.N
o. 

NameofWork 
 

Adv. 
cost 

Cost of 
Tender 

Document
s In 

Rupees 

E/ 
Money 

Time 
for 

comple
tion of  
work 

 

 
Time 

&Date 
of 

Openingof
Bid 

 
Class of 
Contract

or 

 
M.H of 
Account 

Position 
of TS 

1 Upgradation of link road balance portion 
by way of providing and laying of  road 

near Warapora Petrol Pump. 

1.00 200/- 2000/- 30 days 07.11. 
2025 

DEE 3054 M&R 101`/TS of 
2025 

dated:29.08
. 2025 

Project Authority:                   Chief Engineer PWD (R&B) North Kashmir 
Positionoffunds:Available 
Position of TS.      

1. TheBiddingdocumentsconsistingofqualifyinginformation,eligibilitycriteria,specifications,Drawings,billof quantities 
(B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other detail’s can be 
seen/downloadedfromthedepartmentalwebsitewww.jktenders.gov.inasperscheduleofdatesgivenbelow 

1 Date of  issue of tender  Notice 30.10.2025  
2 Period of downloading of bidding 

documents 
30.10.2025 06.11.2025( 

upto 4.PM) 
3 Bid  Submission start date 30.10.2025  
4 Bid submission End date 06.11.2025 (4.00 PM)  
5 Date and time of opening of bides ( online) 07.11.2025(12 PM) in the office  of  Ex. 

Engineer R&B Division. Sopore 
 

2, Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid start date and the Bid Submission End date) with 
NIT No. Name of work  and S.No. deposited in M.H. 0059 in the name of Executive Engineer R&B Division  Sopore  (tender inviting 
authority) as the cost of the tender document.  
3, At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the 

form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Sopore . Besides 
that, the successful bidder will have to provide Performance Security @ 3% at the time of contract award, strictly in 
accordance with the Government's circular instructions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be 
released to the successful completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period 

3(b) Geotech Photographs Minimum 03 sets (01 set Comprising of Photograph  before, during and after execution  
of work) of size 26    cm x21 cm  to be provided. 

20. Allotherterms,conditionsshallremainsameaspere-NITNo.01of2025-26 & NIT 87 of 2025-26 and NIT 108 of 
2025-26 

21. Ifthecontractor/HMPOquotesrateforanyitemofworkinhistenderasfreeofcostatthetimeof tenderingprocess, histender 
shallberejectedoutrightly. 

No: 7186/95     |     Dated: 30-10-2025 
Sd/- Executive Engineer, 

R&B Division Sopore 
DIPK: 7651/25 

 

 
Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL 
AND HOSPITALS DIVISION SRINAGAR  

 (Tele-fax No: 019-2496089, e-mail id: exen-mechospsgr@jk.gov.in) 
Subject: 1. Servicing, repairs upgradation of oxygen manifold system in NICU at Govt LD Hospital Srinagar                
Ref: 1. This office NIT No: MHDS/TS /2025-26/83/e-tendering Dt 14.10.2025 

EXTENSION 
In view of no response, the Critical dates of above subject work(s) tendered vide above referred e-NIT are extended as follows:- 

S. No Description Date and Time 

1. Last Date of Bid Submission 06.11.2025 (13:00 hrs) 

2.  Date of Bid Opening 06.11.2025 (15:00 hrs) 

All other Terms and Conditions of the NIT shall remain the same. 
No: M&HDS/TS/5217-20    |    Dated: 31.10.2025 

Sd/- Executive Engineer, 
Mechanical & Hospitals Division, Srinagar 

DIPK: 7666/25     |     Dated: 31-10-2025 

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir 

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri 
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed 
Birth/ Death certificate. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer 

Wagoora)/ chokedar  hassubmitted case file pertaining to Birth  
of ZUBIDHA AKHTER   D/O BASHIR  AHMAD MIR    R/O PUSNAG  
Tehsil KREERI       Distt. Baramulla having verified the date of 
Birth    as  02/03/1986 and  event has been shown to be occured  
at HOME  for issuance of delay order .In this  connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order 
of Birth  certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir 

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri 

Subject: Application of SHABIR AHMAD RATHER     S/O ABDUL 
RASHID RATHER     R/O TAKIYA YOUSUF SHAH     for the issuance 
of LEGAL HEIR certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report 

sought from  patwari halqa concerned  and the Death certificate 
issued by the competent authority reveals that FAROOQ AHMAD 
RATHER   S /O ABDUL RASHID RATHER  has passed away on 
04/11/1993  .The report of the patwari  further depicts that the 
deceased has left behind following dependent as tabulated below 

1... ,  FATIMA BEGUM  Mother 80 years old aged married
2.... ,JAVID AHMAD Brother 52   years labour married
3...MEHMOODA BEGUM sister 45 years H/W married
4....MOHD ABBAS Brother 40 years labour married
5....SHABIR AHMAD Brother 39 years labour married
6....MUSHTAQ AHMAD Brother 33 years labour married
The applicant has applied for Issuance of  Legal heir certificate 

in favour of Self  If anyone have any objection to the issuance of 
delay order of said   certificate shall present his/her claim this office 
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI KREERI

I Farooq Ahmad Sofi, son of the late Ghulam Rasool Sofi, 
resident of Kreeri, District Baramulla, hereby inform the general 
public that I have lost my driving license, bearing No. 
JK1520230001068, while travelling from Bandipora to Srinagar. 
I have been unable to find it anywhere.  I am applying for a 
duplicate license in this regard. If anyone has any objections, 
they may file them with the ARTO Bandipora within seven 
days. After this period, no objections will be entertained.

Public Notice

This is for  the information of general public that i have 
correction in my bank passbook now i want to change this 
correction as per adhaar card . If any body has any objection 
regarding this please contact jammu and Kashmir bank branch 
singpora  pattan within 7 days no objection will be accepted 
after the stipulated time period 

Name :Ulfat jan, D/o: Ali mohd dar
R/o: pathan mohalla hanjiwera

Public NoticeKulgam Police 
Organizes “Run for 

Unity” to Mark Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas

�� FAROOQ RATHER

KULGAM, OCT 31: As part of the nationwide 
celebration of Rashtriya Ekta Diwas commemorat-
ing the 150th Birth Anniversary of Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel, Kulgam Police organized a grand “Run 
for Unity” event in the Qazigund jurisdiction area 
on Thursday.

The event was jointly flagged off on the Nation-
al Highway (NHW) from Chaimulla to Navayug 
Tunnel by Shri Javid Iqbal Mattoo (IPS), DIG South 
Kashmir Range; Brigadier Sudhir Kumar Singh, VSM, 
Commander 2 Sector Rashtriya Rifles; Shri Anayat 
Ali Chowdhary (IPS), SSP Kulgam; and Shri Parvez 
Rasool Dar, former Indian cricketer.

A large number of participants, including youth, 
women, school children, and members of civil 
society, took part in the run with immense enthu-
siasm and patriotic fervor. The event also featured 
colourful cultural performances showcasing themes 
of unity, peace, and national integration.

Speaking on the occasion, DIG South Kashmir 
Range, Shri Javid Iqbal Mattoo (IPS), lauded Kulgam 
Police for organizing the event and said, “The Run 
for Unity reflected the collective resolve of the 
people of Kulgam to uphold the ideals of peace, 
harmony, and brotherhood as envisioned by the 
Iron Man of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.”

In addition to the main event at Qazigund, Run 
for Unity programmes were also organized across 
all police jurisdictions of district Kulgam, drawing 
widespread participation from people across the 
district, particularly the youth.The event concluded 
with a pledge ceremony, wherein participants vowed 
to uphold and strengthen the unity, integrity, and 
sovereignty of the nation, honoring the enduring 
legacy of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel — the architect 
of a united India.

Commemoration of 150th 
Birth Anniversary of Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel
HT News Desk
Ganderbal, Oct 01: The 150th Birth Anniversary of 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the Iron Man of India and 
architect of national integration, was celebrated with 
great enthusiasm and patriotic fervor *across all schools 
of District Ganderbal.* 

The celebration was marked by a series of meaningful 
and spirited activities — *Pledge Ceremony, Unity Run, 
Symposiums, Painting Competitions, Seminars, and 
Debates —* reflecting the ideals of unity, strength, and 
integrity that Sardar Patel envisioned for our nation. 
Students, teachers, and community members partici-
pated with zeal, showcasing their deep reverence and 
admiration for one of the greatest nation-builders in 
Indian history.

In the symposiums and seminars, participants high-
lighted Sardar Patel’s unparalleled contribution in unit-
ing more than 560 princely states into one sovereign 
India — a feat that stands as a testament to his vision, 
courage, and unwavering sense of duty. The painting 
competitions and Unity Runs embodied the spirit of Ek 
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat, symbolizing harmony, collec-
tive strength, and the beauty of diversity.

The event was not merely a remembrance but a reaf-
firmation of Patel’s timeless message — that unity is the 
soul of our nation, and discipline its backbone. His life 
continues to inspire generations to rise above divisions 
and dedicate themselves to the service of humanity and 
the nation.

The Chief Education Officer, Ganderbal, while appre-
ciating the efforts of all schools and institutions, empha-
sized that such programs nurture the moral, emotional, 
and patriotic character of students and remind us that 
the strength of India lies in its unity, inclusiveness, and 
shared destiny.

The commemoration concluded with the resolve that 
the torch of unity lit by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel shall 
continue to guide our educational institutions, our youth, 
and our nation toward harmony, progress, and peace.
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Govt. for strengthening existing infrastructure, 
filling vacancies: Education Minister

�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR OCT 31 :Minister for 
Education, Sakeena Itoo today said 
that the Government is focusing on 
strengthening existing infrastruc-
ture in schools and filling vacancies 
to cater the growing educational 
needs of students rather than open-
ing new schools.

The Minister said this while 
replying to a clubbed question of 
Legislators, Mir Saifullah and Farooq 
Ahmad Shah on upgradation of 
schools in Legislative Assembly 
today.

The Minister informed the house 
that there is no such proposal with 
the Government for up-gradation 
of schools to their next higher 

level (Primary to Middle, Middle to 
High and High to Higher Secondary) 

as the School Education Department 
is presently focusing on strengthen-

ing of existing schools by way of 
creation of required infrastructure 
and providing staff to all the exist-
ing schools across the Union Terri-
tory especially the upgraded ones.

She further said that the up-
gradation of schools from High school 
to Higher secondary level involves 
establishing infrastructure,  creation 
of posts of lecturers and non-teach-
ing staff, involving huge financial 
implications and requires concur-
rence form the Finance Department.

The Minister also informed the 
house that as and when the depart-
ment proposes up-gradation of 
schools the demand for upgrada-
tion of schools of Trehgam con-
stituency shall be examined for 
consideration.

Run for Unity held at Budgam to Commemorate 150th 
Birth Anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

Rashtriya Ekta Diwas observed in Anantnag
�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

ANANTNAG OCTOBER 31: Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas (National Unity Day), com-
memorated as the birth anniversary of 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, was observed 
today across district Anantnag with mul-
tiple functions and activities held to honour 
his legacy and contribution for the country. 

This year marked his 150th birth an-
niversary and many events are being or-
ganised as a symbol of respect for the "Iron 
Man of India".

The main function was held at Town 
Hall Anantnag which was presided over 
by the Deputy Commissioner (DC), S.F 
Hamid and attended by CEO PDA, ADC, 
GM DIC, ACR, DySP, Exens of various en-
gineering wings, district and sectoral 
officers, officials, civil society members 
and local public.

 On the occasion, the DC administered 
Unity Pledge to the participants and paid 
rich tributes to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
for his glorious vision and contribution in 

unification of the nation. He emphasized 
that Rashtriya Ekta Diwas reminds us that 
strength lies in unity and the government 
functionaries and citizens can equally con-
tribute in nation building.

Urging officers to work with commit-
ment and sincerity, Hamid said that prop-
er implementation of developmental initia-
tives and public welfare schemes has a 
meaningful impact in development of 
society and country at large.

During the program, documentaries 
showcasing the life and vision of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel were screened, reflecting 
his role in building a united India.

The celebration concluded with a re-
newed resolve among all participants to 
uphold the ideals of peace, unity, and col-
lective progress.

Earlier, a Run for Unity was organized 
at District Headquarters which witnessed 
enthusiastic participation from officers of 
civil and police administration, students, 
officials, and citizens, spreading the mes-
sage of unity and harmony.

�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

BUDGAM, OCTOBER 31: As 
part of the nationwide celebra-
tions marking the 150th Birth 
Anniversary of Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel, the District Admin-
istration Budgam today organised 
a grand Run for Unity (Padyatra) 
from Multi-Level Car Parking to 
the DC Office Complex Budgam, 
followed by an Ekta Diwas Pledge 
Ceremony at Sheikh-ul-Alam Hall, 
Budgam.

The event, aimed at fostering 
the spirit of national integration 
and paying tribute to the Iron Man 
of India, was organised under the 
overall supervision of the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Budgam, Dr. 
Bilal Mohi-ud-Din Bhat.

The DC flagged off the Padyatra 
and personally led the march, 
symbolising unity and collective 
resolve among the citizens. Hun-
dreds of students, government 
employees, officials, and local 
residents participated in the march, 
carrying National flags, banners 
promoting the message of “Ek 
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat.”

The Padyatra culminated at 
Sheikh-ul-Alam Hall, where DC 
Budgam administered the Ekta 
Diwas Pledge to all participants, 

reaffirming the collective com-
mitment of the district’s citizens 
to preserve and strengthen the 
unity, integrity, and security of 
the nation.

Addressing the gathering, the 
DC paid glowing tributes to Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, calling him one 
of the greatest nation-builders of 
India. 

He said that “Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel’s firm resolve, states-
manship, and foresight were in-
strumental in integrating our 
Country. His vision and leadership 
laid the foundation for a strong, 
united, and democratic India.”

The DC said , today’s Ekta divas 
served as a tribute to Sardar Patel's 
vision of a united India. He em-
phasised the essence of love tran-
scending barriers of caste, color, 
creed, and religion, urging every-
one to embrace unity. 

The DC said , the National 
Unity Day celebration in Budgam 
reflects a collective commitment 
to the principles of integrity, in-
clusivity, and harmonious coex-
istence. 

The DC emphasised that Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel’s life continues 
to serve as an inspiration for every 
citizen to uphold the values of 
patriotism, integrity, and service. 

He added that the occasion of 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas (National 
Unity Day) reminds everyone of 
their duty to protect and strength-
en the fabric of the nation.

The DC highlighted that India’s 
greatest strength lies in its diver-
sity and that unity amidst diver-
sity forms the very essence of the 
country’s civilizational ethos. 

He remarked that our plural-
istic culture, mutual respect, and 
harmony are what make India 
unique. He said that we must en-

sure that this unity remains un-
shaken despite differences in 
language, region, or belief.

He further encouraged the 
youth to take inspiration from 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s unwav-
ering commitment to public ser-
vice and to play an active role in 
nation-building. “The young gen-
eration must emulate this disci-
pline, determination, and dedica-
tion. They must work to strength-
en the idea of India, an India that 
stands for peace, progress, and 

inclusiveness,” he said.
The DC also spoke about the 

importance of community par-
ticipation, social harmony, and 
civic sense in maintaining peace 
and order at the grassroots 
level. He said that unity should 
not merely be symbolic but re-
f lected in everyday acts of co-
operation, compassion, and 
mutual support.

The DC appreciated the over-
whelming participation from across 
different sections of society, not-
ing that such events reinforce the 
spirit of collective responsibility 
and brotherhood. 

He also commended the efforts 
of all departments and institutions 
involved in successfully organis-
ing the Padyatra and the pledge 
ceremony.

Earlier, the participants com-
prising of officials from various 
departments, students, and local 
citizens enthusiastically took part 
in the run, raising slogans celebrat-
ing India’s unity and diversity. 

Besides , ADDC Budgam, ADC 
budgam, PO ICDS budgam , CPO 
budgam ,CEO budgam, Senior of-
ficers of civil administration,  em-
ployees of different departments 
and civil society members were 
also present on the occasion.

Rashtriya Ekta Diwas celebrated with zeal in Shopian
DC urges youth to uphold the ideals of unity, integrity, and harmony for a stronger nation

�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SHOPIAN, OCTOBER 31: To 
celebrate the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas, 
commerating the birth anniver-
sary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
the District Administration Shop-
ian in collaboration with "Mera 
Yuva Bharat" today organized a 
grand function here at Mini-Sec-
retariat, Shopian.

The event was held under the 
Chairmanship of Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Shopian, Shishir Gup-
ta to celebrate the spirit of Ek Bharat, 
Shrestha Bharat. 

Addressing the gathering, the 
Deputy Commissioner paid glow-
ing tributes to Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel for his historic role in the 
integration of princely states and 

the unification of the nation after 
Independence. He emphasized that 
Patel’s vision, courage and leader-
ship remain a guiding light for 
every Indian, reminding citizens 

of the strength that comes from 
unity and collective effort. 

He further added that we all should 
commit on this happy occasion to 
fight collectively against 

corruption,drugs and environmental 
pollution to take forward the devel-
opmental journey of the district.

The DC also highlighted the 
importance of preserving com-
munal harmony, promoting mu-
tual respect and working collec-
tively towards developmental goals, 
especially inculcating the same 
among the youth.

On the occasion, Unity Pledge 
was also administered to officers, 
officials and participants, reaf-
firming commitment to uphold 
the unity, integrity and security 
of the nation.

Local artists and school students 
of various educational institutions 
presented a series of cultural, pa-
triotic, and dramatic performanc-
es and speeches reflecting the 

theme of national integration and 
unity in diversity.

The programme concluded 
with expressions of gratitude from 
the district administration to all 
participnts and stakeholders for 
their active involvement in mak-
ing the event successful.

The celebration at Shopian 
reflected the true spirit of Rash-
triya Ekta Diwas, spreading the 
message of oneness, harmony and 
national pride across the district.

SSP, Shopian, Mushtaq Ahmad 
Choudhary; ADDC, Dr. Nasir Ahmad 
Lone; ADC, Dr. Zakir Hussain Faaz; 
district administration officers 
and officials, civil society members, 
youth, volunteers, and a large 
number of students and local pub-
lic participated in the event.

Pulwama Observes Rashtriya Ekta 
Diwas with Enthusiasm

�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

PULWAMA, OCTOBER 31: District Administration 
Pulwama, in collaboration with Police, CRPF & Mera Yuva 
Bharat (MY Bharat) Pulwama (Department of Youth Affairs, 
Government of India), today organised a mega "Run for 
Unity" on the occasion of the 150th birth anniversary of 
the Iron Man of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

 The event was held to honour Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel’s monumental contribution to the unification of 
India and to promote the spirit of unity, integrity, and 
national harmony.

On the occasion, Deputy Commissioner Pulwama Dr. 
Basharat Qayoom flagged off a vibrant bike rally, where 
participants proudly carried the National Flag, spreading 
the message of “Unity in Diversity.”

 Following this, the Deputy Commissioner along with 
Senior Superintendent of Police, Pulwama, Tanushree, led 
a Unity March that commenced from the Deputy Com-
missioner’s Office Pulwama and culminated at the District 
Police Lines (DPL) Pulwama.

The march witnessed overwhelming participation 
from all sections of society including elected representa-

tives, social activists, NGOs, civil society members, trade 
union representatives, students, youth and local citizens. 

At DPL Pulwama, a Unity Concert was also organised 
by Department of Information & Public Relations (DIPR), 
Pulwama, filling the atmosphere with energy and patri-
otic fervour through renditions of national songs while 
march-past featured contingents from Jammu Kashmir 
Police (JKP), Jammu and Kashmir Armed Police (JKAP), 
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)182/183 BN, and NCC 
Cadets among others.

Earlier in the day, Deputy Commissioner Pulwama 
administered the Ekta Pledge, reaffirming the commit-
ment to preserve the unity, integrity, and security of the 
nation. 

Meanwhile, similar Unity Runs and Pledge Ceremonies 
were held across the district at the sub-divisional & block 
levels.

Furthermore, a series of cultural programmes, seminars, 
essay competitions, and quiz contests on the life and 
legacy of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel were organised across 
educational institutions in Pulwama district, engaging 
youth and students in understanding Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel’s vision of a united India.

Div Com Jammu reviews arrangements for subsidised Heli 
Service to Hilly Districts, commencing from Nov 2

�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

JAMMU, OCTOBER 31: Divisional 
Commissioner Jammu Ramesh Kumar 
today chaired a meeting to review 
arrangements for the subsidized He-
licopter Services for the hilly and 
snowbound districts of Jammu Divi-
sion, commencing from November 
2nd, 2025. The meeting was attended 
by Deputy Commissioners of Doda, 
Kishtwar, Poonch and Rajouri, Direc-
tor Tourism, representatives from 
Civil Aviation, J&K and Airport Author-
ity of India (AAI), Jammu.

The Divisional Commissioner di-
rected the Deputy Commissioners for 
designating Nodal officers for booking 
tickets from their districts and putting 
in place all requisite arrangements, 
including ticket counters, cleanliness 

and proper security at Helipads.
The to and fro heli services shall 

be available for Jammu to Poonch, 
Jammu to Mendhar, Jammu to Rajouri, 
Jammu to Doda, Jammu to Kishwar 
and intra Kishwar routes.

He directed the Tourism depart-
ment for publishing district wise and 
route wise rates for the heli services, 

while Deputy Commissioners were 
also asked for wide publicity of the 
heli services available for people for 
traveling to hilly and snowbound dis-
tricts, especially during winters.

Representative of AAI, Jammu was 
also asked to make proper arrange-
ments for the helicopters and ticket 
counters at Jammu Airport.

District Admin Udhampur 
celebrates Rashtriya Ekta Diwas 

with ‘Run for Unity’
�� HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

UDHAMPUR, OCTOBER 31: To commemorate Rash-
triya Ekta Diwas, marking the birth anniversary of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, the District Administration Udhampur 
today organized a Run for Unity rally at the District Head-
quarters.

Deputy Commissioner Udhampur, Saloni Rai in the 
presence of Senior Superintendent of Police, Amod Ashok 
Nagpure, flagged off the rally from the Mini Stadium, 
Udhampur.

The event witnessed enthusiastic participation of Ad-
ditional Deputy Commissioner Prem Singh, Additional SP 
Sandeep Bhat, Chief Planning Officer Uttam Singh, senior 
officers from various line departments, prominent citizens, 
members of civil society and students and staff from 
various educational institutions.

While speaking on the occasion, the DC emphasized 
the importance of national unity and integrity and urged 
the participants to emulate the ideals of Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel. She exhorted everyone to promote peace, har-
mony and a spirit of togetherness in society. The DC high-
lighted that the main objective of organizing such events 
is to strengthen communal harmony, social integration 
and a sense of belongingness among all sections of the 
community. She also sensitized the participants about 
the ongoing Vigilance Awareness Week and its significance 
in building a transparent and accountable administration.

The rally, comprising officers and officials, civil society 
members and students, carried banners and placards 
conveying messages of unity, integrity and national se-
curity. The rally passed through Matador Stand, MH Chowk, 
Devika and Dak Bungalow and culminated at Government 
Boys’ Degree College, Udhampur.

Earlier, a pledge ceremony was held, wherein all of-
ficers and officials pledged to preserve the unity, integ-
rity and security of the nation and to strive earnestly to 
spread this noble message among their fellow citizens.
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Piyush Goyal chairs meeting with 
EPCs and industry bodies

�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, OCT 31: Com-
merce Minister Piyush Goyal 
today chaired a meeting with 
Export Promotion Councils 
(EPCs) and industry associations 
here.

The discussions focused on 
issues and challenges faced by 
the industry, achievements in 
export diversification and the 
views and expectations of stake-
holders for further promotion 
of exports from the country. 
During the meeting, the Direc-
torate General of Foreign Trade 
(DGFT) and Department of Com-
merce made detailed presenta-
tions on major reforms under-
taken during the first half of 
FY2025-26, upcoming reform 
measures aimed at facilitating 
exports and export performance 
during the period. The meeting 
witnessed participation from 
the representatives of the De-

partment of Commerce, Depart-
ment of Revenue, Department 
for Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT), Export 
Promotion Councils and various 
Industry Associations.

Representatives from various 
sectors, including FIEO, Textile, 
Apparel, Engineering, Gems and 
Jewellery, Medical Devices, Phar-
maceuticals, Services, EPCH, Tele-
com, Leather, CII, FICCI, PHDCCI, 
SIAM, ASSOCHAM, and NASSCOM 
commended the efforts commerce 
ministry in fostering a conducive 
trade environment and expanding 
market opportunities for Indian 
exporters, the commerce ministry 
a statement said.

Goyal reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s continued commitment to 
strengthen a facilitative trade 
ecosystem through ongoing initia-
tives for ease of doing business 
and creation of enhanced global 
market access for Indian export-
ers.UNI

NMDC witnesses peak 
production and revenue 

boost in Q2FY26
�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, OCT 31:  The National Mineral De-
velopment Corporation (NMDC) delivered its best-
ever second quarter in FY26 amid strong domestic 
steel demand and resilient mining operations, a steel 
Ministry statement said today.

NMDC recorded all-time high production and 
sales volumes along with steady growth across key 
financial parameters. In Q2 FY26, production stood 
at 10.21 million tonnes, which is 23 percent higher 
than the same period last year.

Moreover, sales reached 10.72 million tonnes, 
which is a surge of 10 percent over Q2FY25.

Overall, NMDC’s operational momentum trans-
lated into robust final results for the quarter as 
turnover surged 30percent to Rs 6,261 crore, PBT 
rose 35 percent to Rs 2,271 crore, and PAT grew 
33 percent to Rs 1,694 crore.

EBITDA also climbed 32percent to Rs 2,385 
crore.

Amitava Mukherjee, chairman and MD of NMDC, 
said, “Record production, record sales, and strong 
financial growth this quarter are all indicators of our 
historic reliability. High-quality ore supply, ambitious 
expansion plans, and responsiveness to national 
policy goals continue to make NMDC a key enabler 
of India’s Industrial aspirations. Going forward, our 
strategic efforts are guided by the responsibility to 
achieve self-sufficiency in steelmaking raw materi-
als while also reaching net zero emissions.”UNI

SAIL results for H1FY2026 shows robust operational 
and financial performance

�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, OCT 31: State-owned 
Maharatna Steel Authority of India 
Limited (SAIL) today announced its 
financial results for the half year 
ended September 30 (H1 FY 2026), 
showcasing resilient operational per-
formance and improved profitability, 
an official statement said.

The results showed steady produc-
tion, which is maintained at 9.5 million 
tonnes of crude steel, and sales volume 
grew by 16.7pc as the steel major in-
creased its outreach to retail and 
other consumers.

Moreover, revenue from opera-

tions crossed Rs 52,600 crore, which 
is driven by higher sales volumes 
despite the challenges faced at the 
pricing front. Profit After Tax (PAT) 
also increased by 32pc, highlighting 
operational efficiency and cost op-
timization.

Debt also fell to Rs 26,427 crore as 
a thrust move towards the March 23 
level in full harness.

Speaking on the occasion, CMD of 
SAIL said, “It demonstrates SAIL’s con-
sistency across both operational and 
financial metrics. The company has 
maintained high-capacity utilisation 
for steady production."

With steady resolve and collective 

team efforts, he said the company has 
achieved a significant increase in sales 
volume despite the volatility in glob-
al steel markets.

Coupled with a drive towards ef-
ficiency improvement and cost ra-
tionalisation, this translated into 
robust financial performance, the 
CMD said.

“As India moves towards becoming 
a low-carbon economy, SAIL remains 
committed to contributing to this 
transition while ensuring sustainable 
profitability through product diver-
sification, customer-centric strategies, 
digitalisation and envisaged expan-
sion,” the CMD added.UNI

Growth will moderate 5-6pc for large 
appliances makers this fiscal: CRISIL

�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, OCT 31: Manufacturers of large appliance 
makers will see revenue growth moderate to 5-6 percent 
this fiscal on a high base of 16 percent run-up logged up 
fiscal, a CRISIL report said today.

The Credit Rating Information Services of India Lim-
ited (CRISIL) report said a sharp cut in demand for cooling 
products during the first half due to the early onset of 
monsoon would only see a partial lift-up led by goods and 
services tax (GST) cut on AC and large TV coming in just 
before the festive season.

The rating agency noted moderating revenue growth, 
along with intensifying competition and dearer raw ma-
terials that will also shave off 20-40 basis points (bps) 
from operating margins.

Shounak Chakravarty, Director of CRISIL Ratings, said, 
“The 1000 bps cut in GST to 18pc for ACs and large-screen 
TVs (58pc of sectoral revenue) will translate into savings 
of Rs 3,000 to 6,000 per unit. For buyers with fixed budgets, 
this can spur premiumisation. Furthermore, with the price 
dip coming into effect just before the festive season, in-
creased consumer spending is expected to drive 11-13pc 
growth in the second half, with 100-150 basis points 
being attributed towards GST benefits. This shall com-
pensate for low-single-digit growth in the first half.”

“Improving consumer sentiment will also boost con-
sumption in other categories. Refrigerators (31 percent of 
sectoral revenue), which witnessed flattish sales in the 
first half, are likely to see low double-digit growth in the 
second half, driven by higher demand for larger capacity 
models due to weekend shopping and increasing consump-
tion of frozen goods,” it said.

CRISIL noted that the washing machine segment (11pc 
of sectoral revenue) was a rare beneficiary of the early 
monsoon, which is driven by the need of dryers.

Moreover, a rising proportion of the working popula-
tion and changing washing patterns, such as weekend 
washing, will drive demand for fully automatic and larg-
er capacity models will help maintain growth momentum 
of 7-8pc this fiscal.

On the other hand, moderating revenue growth and 
continuing intense competition will limit meaningful 
price hikes amid higher input costs such as steel and alu-
minium, and copper. Resultantly, the operating margins 
are also reducing slightly to 7.1-7.2pc this fiscal from 7.5 
last fiscal.

Prateek Kasera, Team Leader of CRISIL Ratings, said, “ 
The AC segment will see substantially higher capex this 
fiscal as manufacturers set up compressor capacities to 
mitigate challenges related to imports (60-65pc of require-
ment) with the stringent BIS norm kicking in next fiscal. 
Consequently, overall capex for the sector will rise 60pc 
to Rs 2400 crore this fiscal with the AC segment account-
ing for nearly half of this.”

CRISIL said healthy cash flows will ensure low reliance 
on external debt, and the interest coverage and net cash 
accrual-to-adjusted debt ratios are likely to remain at over 
20 times and 2.5-2.6 times this fiscal and akin to last fis-
cal.UNI

Engineering goods exports rise in Sep-25 despite a sharp 9.4 percent drop in shipments to US

�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

KOLKATA, OCT 31: India's 
engineering goods exports con-
tinued their growth run for the 
fourth straight month in Sep-
tember 2025, but shipments to 
the US declined during the month, 
reflecting the impact of punitive 
tariffs imposed by the Trump 
administration.

The total engineering goods 
exports to the US, the largest mar-
ket, declined 9.4 percent year-on-year 
to USD 1.40 billion in September 
2025 as compared to USD 1.55 bil-
lion in September 2024. Engineer-
ing exports to the UAE, the second 
biggest market for Indian engineer-
ing goods, also registered a decline 
in September this year.

The value of total engineering 
goods exports to the UAE in the 
month of September this year stood 
at USD 636.86 million as against 
USD 672.39 million in the same 
month last year.

Notably, engineering goods 
exports to China recorded a 14.4 
pc year-on-year rise to US$302.21 
million in September 2025 as com-
pared to USD 264.15 million in 
September 2024.

Overall, engineering goods 
exports grew 2.93 pc year-on-year 
in September 2025 to US$10.11 
billion as compared to USD 9.83 
billion in the corresponding month 

last year. The growth in Septem-
ber, however, showed moderation 
compared to the previous month 
when it had increased by nearly 
5 pc in August, according to EEPC 
India today.

Engineering exports recorded 
an increase on a month-on-month 
basis, also as it crossed USD 10 
billion for the second month in 
this fiscal after July 2025 but the 
higher base of September 2024 
resulted in a slower growth rate 
on a year-on-year basis.

The growth in September 2025 
was basically attributed to growth 
in shipments of lead and products 
of lead, motor vehicles/cars, two 
and three wheelers, iron and steel, 

and electric machinery, among 
others.

Region-wise, decent growth 
in exports to ASEAN, North-East 
Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, Latin 
America, and South Asia helped 
engineering exports grow during 
the month of September 2025.

"It is definitely a good sign that 
despite a 9.4 pc decline in engi-
neering exports to the USA due to 
the tariff escalation from the end 
of August 2025, engineering exports 
from India are still growing," said 
EEPC India chairman Pankaj Chad-
ha.

He stated that in the coming 
years, South-South trade will be 
a major driver of global trade, and 

India is in the right direction as it 
negotiates key FTAs with Latin 
American countries such as Chile, 
Peru, and MERCOSUR and GCC 
countries.

"Going forward, several chal-
lenges are still plaguing the do-
mestic engineering sectors, includ-
ing high raw material prices, lack 
of access to export funding, export 
controls by other countries on 
critical raw material, such as the 
Rare-Earth export controls by 
China, etc. We are, though hope-
ful that with proper guidance from 
the Government, we will be able 
to face these challenges and con-
tinue the growth streak." Chadha 
said.

In September 2025, 23 out of 
34 engineering panels witnessed 
positive year-on-year growth, 
while 11 engineering panels, in-
cluding mainly industrial boilers, 
pumps and valves, air-condition-
ing and refrigeration machinery, 
and aircraft and spacecrafts, wit-
nessed a decline in exports.

On a cumulative basis, engi-
neering exports recorded 5.35 pc 
year-on-year growth during the 
first half of fiscal 2025-26 as it 
went up to USD 59.36 billion in 
April–September period of 2025-
26 from USD 56.34 billion during 
the same period last fiscal.

The share of engineering in 
total merchandise exports was 
recorded at 27.8 pc in September 
2025, while it was recorded at 
around 27 pc on a cumulative ba-
sis during April–September 2025-
26.

The latest version of UNCTAD’s 
Global Trade Update, published 
this month, paints a significantly 
positive picture of global trade 
when compared to its previous 
updates.

It mentions that global trade 
expanded by almost USD 500 bil-
lion in the first six months of 2025 
despite significant threats regard-
ing the USA’s tariff imposition, 
protectionist policies in the EU, 
and ongoing geographical conflicts.
UNI

Indian wind energy industry to raise local content to manage geopolitical challenges
�� UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

CHENNAI, OCT 31: Compo-
nent makers for Indian wind 
energy industry, including the 
original equipment manufac-
turers (OEM), should increase 
the local content to 85 per cent 
from the current 64 per cent, 
said Pralhad Joshi, union Min-
ister for New and Renewable 
Energy, Consumer Affairs, Food 
and Public Distribution.

Speaking at the 7th edition 
of Windergy India 2025, Joshi 
said increasing domestic value 
addition is essential to strength-
en India’s clean energy supply 

chain amid evolving global 
dynamics and rising geopo-
litical challenges.

“Wind energy contributes 
nearly one-fifth of the 257 GW 
of installed capacity. Wind is 
playing a crucial role in driving 
Aatmanirbharta and indigeniza-
tion, given its high local content. 
India can capture 10 per cent 
of the global wind supply chain 
by 2030, and up to 20 per cent 
by 2040,” Joshi said.

He said India is among the 
five countries that manufacture 
most wind components domes-
tically.

Joshi said with progressive 

policies, 46GW capacity will 
be largely driven by domestic 
manufacturing. Currently the 
installed capacity is 54GW.

“This financial year alone, 
annual installations are pro-
jected to exceed 6 GW, setting 
a strong pace toward our long-
term goals,” he added.

Girish Tanti, chairman, In-
dian Wind Turbine Manufactur-
ers Association (IWTMA), said, 
India has built one of the most 
resilient and competitive wind 
manufacturing ecosystems in 
the world.

“Our domestic capabilities 
today span across key com-

ponents for wind such as na-
celles, blades, and towers, 
commanding an excess of 10 
per cent of global market 
share," Tanti said.

"With continued focus on 
technology, scale, and innova-
tion, India is uniquely positioned 
not only to achieve 85 per cent 
localization in the coming years, 
but also to serve 10 per cent of 
the global wind supply chain 
by 2030,” Tanti said.

Windergy India 2025 is 
jointly organised by the Indian 
Wind Turbine Manufacturers 
Association (IWTMA) and PDA 
Ventures Pvt. Ltd.UNI
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Intent Meets Precision As 
Abhishek Sparkles In The 
Melbourne Gloom

�� SIDHARTH MONGA

NEW DELHI: Before the start of the 
second T20I at the MCG, cameras caught 
the Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) openers 
Abhishek Sharma and Travis Head talking 
to each other. You would pay anything to 
be a fly on the wall when these two mad 
geniuses of T20 talk, but all you will get is 
a laugh, and not insights into their games.

"Yeah, I was trying because I knew that 
he's not going to give me anything [by way 
of tips on how to bat in these conditions]," 
Abhishek said about the interaction, 
"because he's the kind of batter that doesn't 
think too much. And still I was asking him 
a bit regarding the pitches and how they 
are gonna play.

"He was like, just go and enjoy. And 
that's the thing he's been doing in SRH as 
well. So I knew that he's gonna answer me 
this, but still I wanted to hear from him."

It wasn't quite an enjoyable night for 
batters generally, as Josh Hazlewood put 
on a clinic in his analysis of 4-0-13-3 and 
India still managed to take six wickets in 
their defence of a measly 125.

Abhishesk and Head were the only bat-
ters who struck at over 180 for an innings 
of a reasonable length, while Mitchell Marsh 
went at 176.92. It is fair to say that apart from 
the trio, all other batters struggled on the 
early-season MCG pitch.

Abhishek's batting, though, stood out 
further for it was a solo effort that kept 
India in the game even though he was 
isolated for long periods. In the first 17 
overs of India's innings, Abhishek managed 
to face only 28 balls, but scored 53 of their 
110 runs. In the first 10 overs, four of which 
were bowled by Hazlewood, Abhishek hit 
all eight of India's boundaries. In all, he hit 
10 of their 15 boundaries.

The lack of strike was one of those things 
India couldn't have avoided easily. No one 
other than Abhishek was able to work the 
ball around with ease, and India lost five 
wickets early. The only partnership India 
put together was between Abhishek and 
Harshit Rana, of whom the latter can be 
forgiven for not being able to put Abhishek 
back on strike against high-quality bowl-
ing in testing conditions; during their 
47-ball stand of 56, Abhishek only got to 
face 14 balls.

However, this innings of Abhishek will 
remain a positive for India on a night when 
they lost yet another toss, but might have 
misread the conditions in wanting to bat 
first anyway, playing more spin than pace. 
Varun Chakravarthy might have further 
cemented himself as India's No. T20I spin-
ner with figures of 4-0-23-1 even in these 
conditions. Nothing will please them as 
much as Abhishek, though.

Conditions in the IPL are geared towards 

maximise scoring, and before this tour 
Abhishek's international cricket had most-
ly been played in batting-friendly condi-
tions. Here, though, he outshone everyone 
else, who were made to hop around by the 
generous seam and bounce on offer.

Abhishek didn't dial back his intent 
even for one second. This was high-pre-
cision attacking batting, which comes from 
a lot of training just to do that. Abhishek 
spoke about the hard work that had gone 
into building this T20 game, once he saw 
that his conventional game was not getting 
him into the best combination at the high-
est level.

"It is not usual [this seemingly high-risk 
game]," Abhishek said. "but with ups and 
downs in my batting for a fair amount of 
time, even I was confused. I saw even in 
the IPL, openers were so consistent. Obvi-
ously if you have to take that competition 
on, you have to do something exception-
al.

"I felt I could work on my ability to play 
my shots. I try to execute my shots using 
my awareness of the field. In the nets, or 
when I am at home, my focus is to bat with 
a field in mind. Also I try to play different 
bowlers all the time, and not similar bowl-
ers. And then the only motive is: play my 
shots without getting out. That training 
has helped me a lot."

ESPNCricinfo

JKAP-8th Battalion Organizes 
Volleyball Tournament Under 

Civic Action Programme to Foster 
Police-Public Bonding

�� HT SPORT DESK

JAMMU: A volleyball tournament under the Civic 
Action Programme 2025–26 is being organized by JKAP 
8th Battalion, commencing from October 24, 2025. On 
Friday, a match was played between Bagga Zina Club R.S. 
Pura and JK Police Public School, Miran Sahib Jammu.

The Chief Organizer of the tournament, Commandant 
JKAP-8th Battalion Sh. Suram Singh, JKPS (SSP), addressed 
the participants and highlighted the pivotal role of the 

Jammu and Kashmir Police in promoting cardio bonding 
and bridging the gap between the police and the public. 
He emphasized the importance of sports in character 
building and in steering youth away from social evils.

Commandant Suram Singh encouraged participants 
to take part in such constructive activities and assured 
that the Police Department will continue organizing 
similar initiatives in the future under the Civic Action 
Programme.

The match witnessed a large gathering, including staff 
members of the participating teams and other dignitar-
ies, who lauded the efforts of JKAP 8th Battalion for 
providing a vibrant platform to engage youth through 
sports. The event was conducted in a cordial and disci-
plined manner, reflecting the spirit of unity and coop-
eration between the police and the public.

At the conclusion, players were felicitated with indi-
vidual certificates by Sh. Bhupinder Singh, DySP JKAP-8th 
Battalion. The tournament will continue with regular 
matches and is scheduled to culminate in the first week 
of November 2025. The event features competitions for 
both boys and girls, with active participation and support 
from all officers of the Battalion to ensure its success.

District Baramulla 
Handball championship 

concludes
Hill Crest School Kreeri wins title

�� AASHIQ HUSSAIN 

BARAMULLA: District Handball Championship Orginised 
by District handball association baramulla in collaboration 
J&K Handball Association under the aegis of J&k sports 
council .Played at indoor stadium Baramulla the three 
championship concludes in which 10 teams of  various areas 
of district baramulla participated in final match played 
between Hill Crest School Kreeri and KIC Sopore in which 
Hill Crest  defeated KIC Sopore by 5 gouls Manager sports 
council baramulla unit  Showket Ahmad was chief guest 
while as J&K Sports council cricket coach peer irshad Ahmad 
was guest of honour among others officials of Handball 
Association Baramullla,Sports lovers and students were 
present on the occassion. At last gues distributed prizes and 
certificates among all particiapated teams.

ISPL Season-3 Cricket Trials at Doon School 
Srinagar Unlock New Opportunities

�� ZEESHAN 

SRINAGAR: The ISPL Sea-
son-3 cricket trials at Doon 
School Srinagar provided a 
platform for aspiring cricket-
ers to showcase their skills 
and take a step closer to 
stardom. Talented players 
from across the country par-
ticipated in the trials, with 
top performers being short-
listed for the Zonal Selection.

The event has injected 
renewed enthusiasm 
among local cricket enthu-
siasts, highlighting the 
ISPL's commitment to nur-
turing grassroots talent and 

promoting Indian cricket. 
By providing opportunities 

for aspiring players, the ISPL 
is paving the way for a 

brighter future for the sport 
in the country.
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Habba Khatoon: A Ghost or An 
Enigmatic Poet of Kashmir-II

Professor Muhammad Aslam
[In continuation of the previous]

Abdul Ahazd Azad is believed 
to have worked very hard in 
compiling the life accounts of 

Kashmiri poets at a time when such 
a venture was beyond anybody’s 
imagination. In this regard, Padam 
Nateh Gunjoo (kuliyat-e-Azad. J&K 
Academy of Art, Culture and Lan-
guages, 1967) writes that after writ-
ing Mahjoor’s biography, he thought 
of writing the history of Kashmiri 
literature: “Apart from writing biog-
raphy of Mahjoor, he also developed 
an interest in writing T�r�kh-e-Adabi-
y�t-e-Kashmir (The Literary History 
of Kashmir), and he began collecting 
information about the poets of the 
past, along with their published and 
unpublished works (p.41)”—T�r�kh-
e-Adabiy�t-e-Kashmir was later on 
published as kashmiri adab aur 
shayri (Kashmiri Literature and 
Poetry by J&K Cultural Academy in 
three volumes in 1959. Gunjoo writes 
that Azad travelled a lot for collect-
ing information and completed the 
book before he died in 1948. He writes 
(p. 42-43): “In its nature, this is the 
first book of its kind for Kashmiri 
literature, and in significance, it can 
be considered at par with Browne’s 
History of Persian Literature and 
Shibli’s She‘r al-‘Ajam (The Poetry 
of East)”—too exaggerated statement.

It is really very strange that a 
book of such status doesn’t provide 
any authentic evidence about Habba 
Khatoon. Instead, Azad follows the 
prevalent legend or oral tradition. 
The chapter entitled ‘Malika Habba 
Khatoon’ (Queen Habba Khatoon, 
vol 2, p. 124) relates that Habba 
was actually Zoon, who had been 
married to Aziz, a temperamental 
fellow, who ill-treated her, though 
she loved him most. She wandered 
singing her elegiac songs, which one 
day attracted the attention of Yousuf 
Shah Chak, who was captivated by 
her sweet, melodious voice and the 
quality of her verse. After some time, 
he married her (p. 229). Azad writes: 
“Yusuf Shah was by nature a lover 
of knowledge, literature, luxury, 
intelligence, a connoisseur of poetry, 
and even a bit of a poet. He usually 
spent weeks and months traveling to 
places of entertainment. Habba Kha-
toon always stayed with him” (p.229). 
Yousuf Shah Chak’s love for poetry 
and music is also related in a 1614 AD 
Persian chronicle on medieval Kash-
mir by an anonymous writer, Baha-
ristan-e-Shahi (Baharistan-e-Shahi: 

A Chronicle of Medieval Kashmir 
(The Royal Garden: A Chronicle of 
Medieval Kashmir. Calcutta: Firma 
KLM Private Limited. 1991. Translat-
ed by KN Pandita): “Yusuf Shah was 
gifted with a beautiful and graceful 
body and disposition. He was well 
versed in music and Hindi, Kashmi-
ri and Persian poetry. His composi-
tions were popular with the lovers 
of music. His Hindi, Kashmiri and 
Persian verses were well-known in 
Hindustan and Kashmir and often 
quoted by the erudite and the poets” 
(p. 219). However, there is no mention 
of Habba Khatoon, Habeeba, or Zoon 
in the chronicle, though the chron-
icle does mention that when Akbar 
became the king, he “showed favour 
to Yusuf Shah by offering him two 
mistresses” (p. 206). The Baharistan 
has devoted two chapters (VII & VIII) 
to the Yousuf Shah Chak rule, but 
nowhere does it mention that he had 
any lady in his court who would, as 
is the popular belief, advise him on 
administrative matters, or who had 
tried her best to dissuade him from 
accepting Akbar’s treacherous offer 
of visiting him before he was arrested 
and exiled. There is a stark contradic-
tion between Azad and Baharistan 
about

Yousuf Shah Chak’s capabilities. 
Azad says that “he was a bit of a 
poet”, whereas the latter says that 
“[h]is Hindi, Kashmiri and Persian 
verses were well-known in Hindu-
stan and Kashmir and often quoted 
by the erudite and the poets”. It 
seems that Azad’s research was lop-
sided and based on folklore.

Azad goes on narrating the popu-
lar version of the last days of Habba 

Khatoon. He says that after Yousuf 
Shah Chak’s imprisonment in 
Bengal, Habba Khatoon couldn’t stay 
in the palace because of differences 
with her stepson, Yaqoub Shah. She 
left the palace and renounced world-
ly comforts. She virtually became a 
wanderer and died in that state and 
was buried in Pantachowk, where 
there was a mosque in her name—
It is now called Aurangzeb Masjid. 
It is intriguing that, despite being 
a queen, she was buried at a stone 
quarry and not in mazar-e- salateen 
(the Royal Graveyard at Nowhatta), 
where most of the royals were laid 
to rest! If her burial place is in Kash-
mir, who was Habeeba whose grave 
is there in Biswak, Bihar, alongside 
Yousuf Shah Chak?

Among modern historians is 
also Professor SN Wakhlu, who has 
written a book, Habba Khatoon: The 
Nightingale of Kashmir (New Delhi: 
South Asia Publications, 1994), in 
which he gives a detailed account of 
Abdi Rather and his daughter, Zoon. 
Abdi Rather’s wife didn’t conceive 
for some time, which made her hus-
band apathetic towards her. He felt 
depressed and wouldn’t take care 
of his wife. Later on, he was bless-
ed with a daughter after visiting (at 
somebody’s behest) Charar-e-Sharief, 
the mausoleum of Sheikh Nuruddin 
Reshi, popularly known as Sheikhul 
Aalam. The newborn baby was 
named Zoon. Wakhlu writes (p.70): 
“Zoon’s parents gave her a good edu-
cation as far as was possible in those 
times. By the time she grew up, she 
had learnt to play on several musi-
cal instruments from the appren-
tices in her father’s workroom. The 

educational experience, coupled 
with her growing beauty, charm and 
good humour, gave her a reputation 
which very quickly spread to other 
villages. The city gallants visited her 
father’s workroom to take a look at 
her, but she kept them at a distance. 
Her grandfather began to take a keen 
interest in her poetry. He used to 
admire and encourage her, and he 
took her, of and on, to some of the 
good poets in Srinagar, whom he 
knew, and they taught her prosody. 
On the advice of Sayyid Mubarak, a 
Sufi, she began to experiment with 
Persian metre. From childhood, she 
delighted in reciting poems of the 
great poets of Persia. The exquisite 
poetry of Saadi sharpened her wits 
and generated in her a great zest for 
singing and composing rhymes”. 
Wakhlu talks about a chance meet-
ing of Zoon and Yousuf Shah. He 
says (p. 84) that it was during a chilly 
winter night that Yousuf Shah had to 
take shelter in Abdi Rather’s home 
without identifying himself. Feel-
ing “grateful” for their hospitality, 
he offered them some coins, which 
Abdi Rather refused to take—“No, 
no, jinab, we don’t sell our hospital-
ity”. Yousuf Shah then said, “Well, 
then take this ring as gift from me 
to your daughter. This is from me, 
Yusuf Shah Chak” (op cit). Accord-
ing to Walhku, from here started the 
love story of Zoon and Yousuf Shah 
Chak. However, Zoon wasn’t initially 
married to the Shah, but to Aziz in 
1564 AD, through the matchmaker 
Mahamdoo (Wakhlu 91). When her 
father took her to a saint, Khwaja 

CONT. ON PAGE 11
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Noor-i-Nooran :
A Testament Of Prophetic Love

Marvellous Book Of Naat, Munajaat , Munakibaat By Saidu Din Saidi

 Akram Sidiqui 

As Noor-i-Nooran signifies, this work is a 
luminous addition to the treasury of love 
for the most Beloved Prophet SAW. To 

write in the tradition of Jami, Sa‘di, Hafiz, ‘Iraqi, 
and Ameer-e-Kabir Mir Syed Ali Hamadani AS is 
itself an act of courage and devotion ,an endeav-
our only granted to hearts chosen for service to 
the fragrance of Mustafa SAW.

Sayyid-u Din -Saidi begins Noor-i-Nooran with 
hymns of such refinement that they feel less like 
written praise and more like ascension. 

"Rehm kartam khudaya, rehm kartam khudaya
Gunahgaaras affu kartam khudaya
Be ghaflat rawarowum mai jawani
Youtamat lowsans watch zindagani
Sarn ousm ye kencha te  sourum na
Karan ousm ye kencha te karum na"
(Have mercy, O Lord ,have mercy, O Lord,
Have mercy upon this erring soul.
I squandered the wealth of life in defiance,
And now, as death leans near, I tremble.
What I ought to have done ,I never did.
What path I was called to walk , I never took)
His invocations are not ornamental; they are 

thresholds of Nur, echoing the cadence of clas-
sical masters who knew that before speaking of 
the Beloved’s Beloved SAW, one must first stand 
before the Majesty of Allah in inward prostration. 
His Hamd does not describe Allah’s greatness; 
it breathes it. It is not a praise about Light, it is 
Light descending.

"Arbas ajmas chani yari yaa rba
Gardabas manz henne aye sari yaa rba
Chhapnas  jaya chhune t�fans gatte karas
Nethnen  pan chhe kh�r nene wari yaa rba"
(Thy favours flow upon the world entire,
While we, engulfed in sin, seek no repair.
No refuge gleams within this troubled tide,
Barefoot we roam, with nothing left to hide.)
What unfolds  in the following pages is not 

description but transmission. Going head over 
ears in love of beloved prophet ,Saidi sahib does 
not discuss love; he delivers it. The reader feels 
not as if reading, but as if being ushered into a 
lineage of longing, among hearts that recognised 
Madinah long before their feet could reach it.

From this threshold, he leads us into the 
garden of the Beloved Prophet SAW, where love 
is not narrated but witnessed; where the fra-
grance of Rahmatan-lil-‘Alamin SAW becomes 
nearness itself. His verses moves the reader from 
admiration to absorption, from remembrance to 
unveiling.

"Dil hund amara Muhammad 
Sokhunah qarara Muhammad 
Achan hund noora dil hund surura
Chhu bagh-o-bahara Muhammad "
(Muhammad SAW the sovereign of hearts,
The balm of souls, where all longing departs.
He is the stillness where restless hearts cease,
The fragrance of mercy, the garden of peace.)
Through his pen, Ishq-e-Nabi SAW becomes the 

moment when the heart discovers there is some-
one more beloved to it than itself, more necessary 
than breath, and more vital than life. This is not 
love that is learned , it is breathed into the soul, 
as dawn presses light into the horizon until the 
darkness quietly yields.

This love, in Saidi Sahib, is a fire that refuses 
to consume yet will not let him rest , a thirst that 
deepens with every sip. There are moments when 
he feels so near that even distance forgets itself; 
and others when the same love breaks him with 
yearning until his ribs tremble with ache.

For him, Madinah is not a destination but a 
longing beneath the ribs,  a horizon of the soul 
pulling it toward its origin. He writes of it the 
way a moth remembers the lamp it has not yet 
touched: burning not by separation but by recog-
nition, for the soul yearns only for what it already 
belongs to.

This yearning is quiet, gathered like a secret 
flame. It does not scatter into lamentation but 
gathers into reverence. Madinah, in his treat-
ment, is not a city approached but a presence 
that summons when the heart has ripened for 
nearness. His longing kneels rather than cries , 
a hush so refined that absence becomes worship.

From that hush rises tenderness,  a nearness 
that feels like a door opening from within. His 
words lean toward Madinah like a heart lean-
ing into familiarity; as though the soul were not 
travelling to a city but returning to its first home. 
True love does not rush; it ripens. The heart turns 
toward Nur-e-Mujassam SAW as gardens turn 
toward spring,  not by effort, but by readiness 
to bloom.

"Dil myon gowmut taar az dil daar Madinah
Dasbastt  haazir rozha darbaar Madinah
Mahroom dilan aash aach gash kuthin hosh
Ruh taaz gatchan yeli  wothan goftaari  Madi-

nah
Waaran aasiha yeh gulistaan hayatuk
Pholiha agar nai aalmus gulzaari Madinah"
He writes:
There are nights when I feel that if I could tear 

open my chest and show my heart to the world, 

they would see his name written there more clear-
ly than my own. This love has become the pulse 
behind the pulse , an unseen sustenance.”

(His name is the balm for every ache,
The breath that heals what sorrow breaks.
Before his door I long to stand,
Where dust turns gold beneath my hand.
Had Madinah not graced the earth,
Life itself would have lost its worth.)
Such longing does not weaken; it purifies. It 

empties the self until nothing remains but trem-
bling hope. “I have never seen him,” he writes, 
“but I have never lived without him.”

He feels near enough to stand in the fragrance 
of the Prophet,  while veiled by time. Yet nearness 
deepens rather than quenches. He carries Madi-
nah like a hidden dawn beneath his ribs,  rising 
without sunlight, yet illuminating everything. 
If granted to stand in the Blessed City, he imag-
ines no speech , only tears, because silence itself 
becomes praise.

Even from afar, he walks softly because the 
Beloved Prophet SAW walked gently, forgives 
quickly because he forgave before anger, and 
lowers his voice because he spoke softly. Ishq-
e-Nabi  SAW is not merely felt; it is lived, until 
the soul becomes a quiet reflection of the one it 
longs for.

This longing is not sorrow; it is worship in the 
language of ache. It does not break,  it polishes. It 
teaches that distance is not absence, and that tears 
are a form of presence. One waits not for the body 
to reach Madinah, but for the heart’s yearning to 
be accepted as a knock upon its gate.

Sometimes silence arrives before tears, then 
both flow as one prayer. He asks nothing of the 
Prophet SAW except one glance on the Day when 
eyes seek mercy , a single look that would make 
existence worthwhile.

"Fikr chhane zawan duhun duhun kadan
Zikr chhane raati raati ya Rasool SAW
Saadilis didaar tahandich aash chhum
Taardi zam pal salwatish ya Rasool SAW"

CONT. ON PAGE 09
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Book Review

The Weird Mountains

Dr Ratan Bhattacharjee

Megh and Akash arrived in 
Manali just as the first snow 
began to fall. The hills wore a 

veil of white, and the pine trees stood 
like silent sentinels. It was their honey-
moon—an escape from the clamor of Kol-
kata, from wedding rituals and relatives, 
into the hush of Himalayan solitude.

They had booked a heritage cottage 
on the outskirts of Old Manali, a place 
recommended by a friend who swore 
by its charm. The cottage, built in 
1892, had once belonged to a British 
botanist. It had wooden floors that 
creaked with memory, a fireplace 
that coughed into life, and a room—
Room 7—that overlooked the valley.
It was Room No 7 they were given.The 
caretaker, an old man named Bhairav, 
handed them the keys with a strange 
hesitation. “Room 7 is beautiful,” he 
said, “but… it has history.”Akash 
laughed. “We love history.” Bhairav 
nodded, eyes unreadable. “Then sleep 
lightly.”That night, Megh awoke to a 
whisper. It wasn’t a sound, exactly. 
More like a breath against her cheek. 
She turned, expecting Akash, but he 
was fast asleep, his back to her. 

The fireplace had died down. The 
room was cold.She sat up. The cur-
tains fluttered though the windows 
were shut. And on the mirror above 
the dresser, something was written 
in fog: “She never left.”Megh blinked. 
The words vanished.She didn’t wake 
Akash. She told herself it was a dream.
The next morning, over tea, Megh 
asked Bhairav about the cottage’s his-
tory.He stirred his tea slowly. “The 
botanist, Mr. Alistair Grange, came 
here with his young bride, Evelyn. 
She was delicate, poetic. Loved ole-
anders and snow. But she was lonely. 
Alistair spent days in the forest.One 
winter, she fell ill. They say she died 
in Room 7.” Akash frowned. “Died of 
what?”

Bhairav looked away. “Grief, per-
haps. Or something else. Some say she 
still waits.”

Megh felt a chill. “Waits for what?” 
“For someone to listen.” That night, 
Megh heard humming.

It came from the bathroom. A soft, 
lilting tune. She opened the door. 
No one. But the mirror was fogged 
again.“He never heard me.” She woke 
Akash. He dismissed it. “You’re just 
tired. It’s the altitude.”

But Megh knew what she felt. The 
air in Room 7 was thick with some-
thing unsaid.

On the third day, Megh found a 
diary tucked behind the dresser. Its 
leather cover was cracked, the pages 
yellowed.It was Evelyn’s. The entries 
were poetic, melancholic. She wrote 
of snow, of silence, of waiting. One 
entry stood out: “Alistair sees plants. 

I see ghosts. The oleanders whisper 
to me. I think they know I’m fading.” 
Megh read it aloud to Akash. He 
grew uneasy. “We should change 
rooms.”But Megh felt drawn to 
Evelyn. “No. She wants to be heard.” 
That night, the humming returned. 
This time, Akash heard it too.They 
followed the sound to the fireplace. 
Beneath the grate, they found a 
locket—inside, a miniature painting 
of Evelyn. Her eyes were haunting. 
Sad. Alive. On the fourth night, Megh 
lit candles. She placed the locket on 
the dresser, opened the diary, and 
whispered: “Evelyn, we’re listen-
ing.”The room grew cold. The flames 
flickered. Akash held her hand.The 
mirror fogged again. “He buried me 
beneath the oleanders.”Megh gasped. 
“She wasn’t buried properly.”Akash 
stood. “We need to leave.”But the door 
wouldn’t open.The windows rattled. 

The fireplace roared. And then, 
silence.In the mirror, Evelyn 

appeared. Not terrifying—just…trans-
lucent. Her lips moved.Megh under-
stood.“She wants peace.”The next 
morning, Megh asked Bhairav about 
the oleanders.He hesitated. “There’s 
a patchbehind the cottage. No one 
goes there.”They did.The oleanders 
bloomed unnaturally, even in snow. 
Megh knelt, touched the soil. It was 
soft. Too soft.They dug.They found 
bones. Bhairav called the authori-
ties. The remains were confirmed 
to be Evelyn’s. She had never been 
buried in the cemetery. Alistair had 
hidden her death.That night, Room 7 
was quiet. No humming. No fog. Just 
warmth.Megh and Akash returned to 
Kolkata changed. They spoke little 
of Manali. But sometimes, over tea, 
Megh would hum Evelyn’s tune.And 
Akash would listen.Because some 
ghosts don’t seek revenge.

They seek remembrance..The 
flight from Kullu to Kolkata was 
uneventful. Megh and Akash sat in 

silence, hands clasped, eyes distant. 
The snow of Manali had melted 
behind them, but something colder 
had followed.in their Salt Lake 
apartment, the city’s familiar chaos 
returned—horns, hawkers, the scent 
of mustard oil and rain. Yet, Room 
7 lingered.Three days after their 
return, Megh noticed something 
strange.The bathroom mirror fogged 
unnaturally after every shower. Not 
from steam—but from something 
else. And always, faintly, a phrase 
appeared:“She never left.”Akash dis-
missed it. “Residual trauma. You’re 
imagining it.”But he too had begun 
to change. He spoke less. Slept fitfully. 
Once, Megh found him standing at the 
window at 3 a.m., whispering Evelyn’s 
name.One evening, Megh brewed tea. 
Jasmine, as she had in Manali. She 
placed two cups on the table. Akash 
took his. Megh turned to get biscuits.
When she returned, the second cup 
was empty.“Did you drink mine?” 
she asked. Akash shook his head. “I 
thought you did.”

They stared at the cup. Steam still 
rose. But no one had touched it.That 
night, Megh dreamt of Evelyn sitting 
across from her, sipping tea, her 
translucent fingers wrapped around 
the clay cup.

The hallucinations began subtly.• 
Megh saw oleanders blooming on 
their balcony—impossible in Kolk-
ata’s October. Akash heard humming 
in the lift, the same tune Evelyn sang.
Their bedroom mirror fogged even 
without humidity. Always with 
words: “He buried me in silence.”

They consulted a therapist. She 
suggested trauma bonding, shared 
delusion. But Megh knew better.“This 
isn’t madness,” she whispered. “It’s 
memory.”One morning, Akash found 
the locket.It had vanished in Manali 
after the authorities took Evelyn’s 
remains. Yet here it was—on their 
dresser, beside Megh’s bangles 
.Inside, Evelyn’s miniature portrait 
had changed.She was smiling. 

Akash dropped it. “She’s 
here.”Megh picked it up gently. “She’s 
grateful.”On the night of Diwali, 
Megh lit candles—not for Laksh-
mi, but for Evelyn.She placed the 
locket on a brass plate, surrounded 
by jasmine petals. Akash sat beside 
her. They whispered:“Evelyn, we 
remember.”The flames flickered. The 
mirror fogged.“Thank you.”And then, 
silence.

Not emptiness—but peace.Months 
later, Megh published a novella: The 
Haunted Room of Manali. It was part 
fiction, part memoir. The final line 
read: Some ghosts don’t haunt. They 
heal. But only if you listen.The book 
was well received. But Megh never 
gave interviews.

She and Akash still live in Salt 
Lake. They drink jasmine tea every 
Sunday. And sometimes,when the 
mirror fogs, they smile.Because 
Evelyn is no longer a ghost.She is a 
memory.

Dr Ratan Bha� acharjee is Inter-
national Tagore Awardee poet  and a  

Former Affi  liate Faculty Virginia Com-
monwealth University &multilingual 

Columnist 
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"Hey... why did you pick that 
flower?"  

Muskán scolded Ihtisham. Ihtish-
am, undeterred by Muskán's admon-
ishment, boldly plucked another 
flower, provoking Muskán’s anger 
further, and she slapped him sharp-
ly across the face. Furious from the 
slap, Ihtisham grabbed Muskán's hair 
with one hand and started hitting her 
wildly with the other. Muskán strug-
gled to free herself, crying out loudly. 
In that moment of struggle, Muskán 
woke up with a start, her breath 
coming in rapid bursts. She calmed 
herself and took a few sips from a 
glass of water at her bedside, during 
which a faint smile appeared on her 
lips, and a wave of happiness coursed 
through her entire being.

"Oh God... not again!"  
These words involuntarily escaped 

her lips a moment later, and restless-
ness began to take hold of her. The 
four walls of the room seemed to coil 
around her like a snake, wrapping 
around her tightly. She opened the 
window and looked up at the sky, 
clothed in a cover of clouds, diving 
deep into her thoughts. For the past 
few months, Muskán had dreamt this 
dream multiple times, which was not 
just a dream but a true incident from 
her life.  

Ihtisham, who was her relative, 
had come with his parents to attend 
her aunt's wedding when they were 
both about six or seven years old. 
While playing in the courtyard, Iht-
isham had plucked a flower, and this 
very incident had unfolded.

"You weren't so ungrateful... How 
did you suddenly change like this?"  

Muskán murmured silently, 
expressing her grievances towards 
Ihtisham while gazing at the moon 
hidden behind the clouds, her trou-
bled and scattered mind slowly began 
flipping through the pages of her 

memories. Muskán was deeply afflict-
ed, for a few months prior, a dreadful 
turn of events had shattered all her 
dreams. Her entire life felt colorless, 
but now a storm had arisen in her life 
that rendered existence meaningless. 
Yet, she bore everything silently like 
an embodiment of patience. She was 
an elegant, polite, and intelligent girl, 
but as soon as she came of age, she 
found herself tangled in a strange 
dilemma. In school, at home, and 
among relatives, she faced bizarre 
circumstances. It was challenging to 
endure the peculiar behaviors of those 
around her, but she had been blessed 
with the gift of patience and gratitude 
from the Almighty. Thus, she success-
fully navigated through life's journey, 
enduring neglect from her loved ones, 
ridicule from strangers, and the soci-
ety's shortcomings, until she reached 
the milestone of education, all the way 
to university. Even in the enthusiastic 
environment of the university, she 
remained immersed in her studies, 
like a flower wilted in autumn, com-
pletely apart and detached. No one 
showed interest in her, nor did she 
grow close to anyone. The only friend 
she had was Mehak, who lived nearby, 
and even she didn’t prefer to spend 
much time with her. A year passed in 
this manner.  

In her second year at university, 
a pleasant twist occurred in her life 
when Ihtisham also enrolled there, 
and he began to take an interest in 
her, attempting to get closer to her. 
Although she had never expected such 
behavior from Ihtisham or any other 
boy, and had never included color-
ful dreams in her previously color-
less life. Ihtisham would talk to her 
pleasantly and repeatedly bring up 
the nostalgic incident of the flower 
plucking from their childhood to 
tease her playfully. Since it had not 
only made a mark on his memory but 
also birthed soft feelings and affec-
tion in his heart for Muskán, when-
ever they met at family gatherings or 
other events, Ihtisham would hover 
around her like a bumblebee. Howev-
er, Muskán, burdened internally with 
a painful sense of inferiority, could 
never comprehend her own emotions. 
Time passed, and Ihtisham first tried 
to inform her of his feelings indirectly 
through gestures and various tricks, 
but deliberately, Muskán remained 
indifferent. 

Finally, the day arrived that would 
become the most beautiful day of 
Muskán's life. They were sitting in the 
beautiful lawn of the university, chat-
ting, when Ihtisham suddenly said,  

“Muskán... I want to tell you some-
thing. Please don’t be upset.”  

“Go ahead, why would I be upset?”  
She kept her inner feelings hidden 

and responded with a smart tone.
“Muskán... I... I love you.”  
Hearing these words for the first 

time from Ihtisham, Muskán couldn’t 
believe her ears. Tears welled up in 
her eyes, her heart raced, and a wave 
of joy enveloped her entire being. She 

felt as if the entire atmosphere was 
filled with red rose buds and the rays 
of the morning star, showered in light 
from every direction.

“Love... and me? Ihtisham, such 
jokes don't sound good coming from 
you.”  

“Muskán... I’m not joking, I truly 
love you.”  

Ihtisham reassured her. She didn’t 
verbally respond, but countless fire-
flies of agreement began to flicker in 
the deep valley of her eyes. She pre-
served this moment in her mind as 
one of the most precious treasures of 
her life. Ihtisham was the first boy to 
awaken colorful dreams in Muskán's 
heart. Until now, no boy had shown 
even the slightest interest in her, 
something that saddened her deeply, 
yet whenever she looked at her own 
face, she felt her fate was to blame. 
Because despite being endowed by 
the Almighty with numerous talents, 
skills, and capabilities, she was com-
pletely devoid of beauty and charm. 
With an ordinary appearance... a 
dusky complexion... a short stature... 
and a large white scar on her right 
cheek had rendered her unappealing 
in the eyes of boys since childhood. 

Through such conditions, she faced 
many challenges, endured people's 
taunts, and barely made friendships 
with any girls. In such circumstances, 
Ihtisham arrived in her life like a new 
spring, and happiness began to bloom 
in her heart, leading her to soar in the 
skies, dreaming of beautiful strands 
of love. She took great pride in Iht-
isham’s love and shared her roman-
tic secrets with Mehak, treating her 
as her confidant. However, Mehak 
was left shocked by Ihtisham’s deep 
affection for someone like Muskán, 
whose outward appearance seemed so 
unremarkable. One day, she couldn’t 
hold back her curiosity and asked 
Ihtisham,  

“Ihtisham... what’s so special about 
Muskán that you’re ready to sacrifice 
everything for her?”  

“I can’t find another girl in the 
entire university like Muskán, for I’m 
enamored not just by her face but her 
character,” he responded decisively.  

Eventually, after completing her 
education, at her parents' insistence, 
Muskán stayed home, but even during 
this time, she and Ihtisham contin-
ued to meet regularly. After gradu-
ating from university, Ihtisham got 
a job at a company and went abroad. 
They kept in contact via phone for a 
year until he suddenly stopped call-
ing. Despite her countless attempts, 
Muskán couldn't reach him on his 
number, yet she refused to lose hope.  

One day, her world crumbled 
beneath her when Mehak suddenly 
broke the news that Ihtisham had 
married while still abroad and had 
settled down, advising her as a com-
passionate friend to forget about 
Ihtisham and stop dreaming of him. 
After receiving this heartbreaking 
news, her entire being drowned in 
pain. For days, she cried, lamenting, 

and struggling with her grief, but 
eventually, she gathered herself. One 
day, out of the blue, she received a call 
from an unknown number.  

“Muskán... Ihtisham here... you...”  
She answered the phone only to 

find Ihtisham on the line, but without 
uttering a word, she hung up.  

Ihtisham tried calling again, but 
she refused to pick up. For sever-
al days he called persistently, but 
remembering Mehak’s warning, she 
didn’t respond to any of his calls. 
However, she saved the number in her 
mobile. Eventually, Ihtisham gave up 
calling too, and Muskán, heartbroken 
over his perceived betrayal, attempted 
to forget him. She nearly succeeded in 
moving on, but suddenly, after dream-
ing of him, all memories of Ihtisham 
surfaced, reigniting remnants of love 
and dreams in her heart. Restlessness 
in her chest returned, and her mind 
raced like a high-speed motor. It was 
the dead of night; the moon’s rays 
peeked through the clouds, showering 
the dark night with light. Driven by 
an impulse, she picked up her mobile 
with a sense of unease and retrieved 
Ihtisham’s number. Her heart raced. 
After a few moments of hesitation, she 
dialed the number.

“Hello, Muskán... are you okay? ... 
Hello? ... Muskán, say something...”  

Ihtisham shouted in the phone, but 
Muskán remained silent.

“You’ve changed... unfaithful.”  
After a few minutes, she melted 

and spoke,  
“What did I do that made me 

unfaithful?”
“Nothing... just got married.”  
“Married? What are you talking 

about?”  
Ihtisham replied in a startled tone 

as they discussed many continuous 
grievances. Eventually, Ihtisham 
managed to convince her that he 
hadn’t married anyone and wasn’t 
unfaithful.

“Ihtisham... when are you coming 
home?”  

Muskán asked, her tone now reso-
nating with a hint of longing.

“Muskán... I want to give you a 
surprise... Anyway, I’m coming next 
week.”  

When Muskán asked about his pro-
longed silence over many months, he 
explained,  

“Muskán... my phone got lost, along 
with your number that I had saved in 
it. Fortunately, your friend Mehak got 
my new number and obtained yours 
from somewhere, which is how I’ve 
been trying to contact you for count-
less days, but you had seemingly 
sworn not to speak to me.”  

“Mehak...??”  
She mumbled under her breath, 

her forehead wrinkling with surprise 
for a moment, but soon an unusual 
wave of exhilaration consumed her, 
and she joyfully bade farewell to Iht-
isham over the phone, smiling as she 
looked at the moon, which was now 
shining brightly.

Short Story
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Like pigeons that gather from 
corners in search of Rizq—fruit-
fully shrunk within the corns 

that the hopeful scatter or artistically 
sprinkle on the warm paths and stairs 
of the shrine—so did faith scatter 
itself across the air.

Mana, a young wanderer who had 
left everything behind—or perhaps 
drew  the curtain on what once had 
been his  home— failed in every 
precise attempt to touch success. He 
was climbing the stairs barefoot, yet 
wearing dark blue socks. The dust  
outlined his heels and arches, sketch-
ing an irritation that wasn’t his alone; 
even an onlooker could feel the itch 
of that sight, like a mirror reflex of 
discomfort.

He carried disappointment in his 
chest—a chest too full to breathe, 
too heavy to scream. Within it, he 
held everything that threatened to 
burst out, to shatter the silence into 
the noise of confession that  he was 
unable to  voice. In his hand there was 
a fifty-rupee note, torn at its middle 
edges, folded three times to hide the 
cracks—like a broken promise pre-
tending to be whole.

By the roadside there sat an old 
man with a white beard and a Kara-
kuli cap, selling tasbihs, prayer mats, 
and miswaks laid carefully on a frayed 
mat. Opposite to him, an old woman 
was selling corn sealed in coloured 
polythene bags. Both of them called 
to him—their voices soft, rhythmic, 
persuasive—as if their prayers could 
cross the skies and make him the rich-
est crown prince of nothingness.

Like a hopeless man still cling-
ing to the thread of a miracle, Mana 
stopped.

He took out the folded note and 
asked the woman, “How much to pay  
for the corn?”

“Twenty-five,” she replied.He 
picked a blue polythene bag filled with 
hard yellow corns, then turned to the 
old man and asked, “And the price of 
the tasbih?”

“Twenty,” said the old man, with-
out lifting his eyes.

Mana separated the other coins and 
slid them into his pocket. With one 
hand gripping the wooden tasbih, he 
started walking toward the shrine of 
Sultan-ul-Arifeen, Hazrat Makhdoom 
Sahib (RA)—the saint whose prayers 
till that time breathed through the 
stones of Srinagar.On every tenth 
stair there  sat a beggar, and Mana 
offered a coin to each. He could see the 
quiet disappointment in their eyes as 
they received the mere paisas—but it 
was only Mana who knew he wasn’t 
there to impress anyone. After the 
fifth stair, a young boy stretched 
his palm towards him. Mana smiled 
gently and said, “We share the same 
fate,” before moving towards the 
entrance.

When he took the first step inside, 
a sharp voice cracked  the air.

A man in a green prayer cap, 
clean-shaven, his fingers adorned 
with rings that caught the light, called 
out—

“How dare you enter the Khwaja’s 
darbar wearing dirty socks? Don’t you 
have ehtram?”

Mana turned. The man’s white 
clothes carried traces of itar, his skin 
pale with patches of age.

Mana looked into his eyes and 
said, calmly, “You complain about 
my socks while I was worried about 
my heart.”

The man frowned. “Remove them,” 
he ordered.

Mana obeyed and placed the socks 
by the entrance. But the man shouted 
again, “Why did you leave them there? 
Take them with you!”

Mana hesitated. “You just told me 
not to bring them inside,” he said, 
confused.

The man replied, “Everyone car-
ries a kind of dirt, but what matters 
is how one covers it. Carry them like 
you carry your heart.”

Mana had no words left. He picked 
up the socks, folded them, and slipped 
them into his pocket.

At the first window that opened 
to the whole vintage of Srinagar, he 
tore the polythene and began sprin-
kling the corn into the gaps between 
the walls and heights—sprinkling, 
perhaps the hope he needed-hope like 
death..

He saw no pigeon, no myna, not 
even a shadow of life nearby. Yet 
he didn’t wait. He didn’t crave for 
acknowledgment. His joy was not in 
being seen but in knowing what the 
act might bring.

He tucked the empty polythene into 
his back pocket and continued walk-
ing toward the darbar, whispering 
Durood along the wooden beads. With 
every recitation, he felt a soft lessen-
ing—of something he couldn’t name.

Inside, he sat quietly at a corner 
facing the saint’s grave and closed 
his eyes. He sank deep into thought-
lessness, unaware of his existence, at 
peace—or perhaps dead to his own 
consciousness, the same conscious-
ness he had cursed for too long.

A hand touched his shoulder. He 
flinched, like a child shaken from a 
nightmare.

An old man stood beside him—
bald, with a white beard, his skin 
wrinkled like a dry alligator, his eyes 
dark and alive like tiger. In one hand, 
he held dates; with the other, he point-
ed at the clock on the wall and asked,

“Is the time wrong?”
Mana looked at his wristwatch, 

noticed the difference, and replied, 
“Yes, it’s wrong.”

The old man handed him a date, 
then walked away—slowly circling 
the inner walls around the grave, 
whispering verses. Mana watched 
the rhythm of his steps, the tremor of 
devotion in his spine, the way his pale 
lips carried endless prayer.

The man lifted the Quran from a 
nearby shelf, not to read but to kiss. 
He pressed his forehead to every 
turned page, as if each touch would 
transmit his longing directly to the 
heavens. Every bow was an act of love, 
every page—his beloved’s letter.

Mana closed his eyes again, sink-
ing into the same trance, until the 
old man returned and asked the same 
question:

“Is the time wrong?”
Without looking, Mana said softly, 

“Yes,” hoping to end the repetition.
But the old man brushed his fin-

gers through Mana’s hair and asked 
again,

“What about now?”
Mana sighed, restraining the 

irritation that had no place there. 
“Hazrat,” he said slowly, “the time 
is not right—the clock is backward.”

The man nodded, turned, and 
resumed his rounds, leaving faint 
sweat marks on the floor—sweat that 
carried no odour, only the fragrance 
of worship.Once again, he came to 
Mana and asked,

“Is this time wrong?”
Mana stayed silent. The old man 

smiled faintly and continued.
This time, Mana followed him with 

his eyes. And when he returned for 
another round, Mana asked,

“Hazrat… is the time right?”
The old man smiled wider, eyes 

glimmering with something beyond 
explanation.

“Time ,” he said, “is always right. 
It is only us who are ahead in our 
thoughts.”

He walked on—and somewhere 
between the third and fourth wall, he 
disappeared.

Mana rose to look for him, but 
there was nothing. Only the quiet, 
eternal air of Makhdoom Sahib, car-
rying the echo of saints and seekers 
alike.

He walked down the stairs slowly, 
sat near the steps to wear his socks 
again. They had grown cleaner 
from the rub against his jeans. But 
his heart—he didn’t know anything 
about.

The boy was still there, the same 
one who had asked earlier. He raised 
his hand again.

This time, Mana smiled and gave 
him the date—and his wristwatch.

For now, he knew.Time is always 
right.
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Book Review

EXPECT LESS, ACCEPT MORE

Dr. Supriya Shukla

Wise Words! Age-old Advice! 
Mantra for a peaceful exis-
tence!! How much is this 

philosophy inculcated ? Even the 
most mature and enlightened fall 
short of this ! Gautam Buddha's uni-
versal teaching of avoiding misery 
by not having any expectations, is 
not easy to inculcate and emulate!!   
Life challenges us in unexpected 
ways . When things do not happen 
as per our expectation ,it is then that 
we are immediately disillusioned 
and miserable.

A wife plans a surprise dinner to 
celebrate her husband's promotion 
.He comes home exhausted, barely 
smiling throughout the lavish meal. 
The wife is hurt as she had expect-
ed gratitude and appreciation from 
him. Expectations were thwarted 
causing disappointment. Later she 
learns that he was under immense 
work pressure . A typical example 
of how expectation eclipses empathy 
! Once acceptance dawns the lady is 
at peace . Relationships often crum-
ble under the weight of expectations 
We want others to love us exactly 
as we love them and act as we want 
them to .

In a family of medicos a daughter 
who chooses to pursue music over 
the family tradition of studying med-
icine thwarts the parents1 expecta-
tions. Respecting and supporting her 
choice could strengthen their rela-
tionship and their daughter would 
thrive . In many families children 
grow up under parental pressure 
and expectations - from academics 
to choosing their vocation, even 
lifestyle style decisions are affected. 
Acceptance is an act of love.

Unmet expectations often turn 
inward as stress and outward as 
irritation-leaving both husband and 
wife emotionally drained. When a 
husband perceives his wife as falling 
short of his expectations, the result-
ing frustration becomes a source 
of chronic psychological stress for 
both, eroding emotional well-being 
and marital harmony.

" When you stop expecting people 
to be perfect, you can like them for 
who they are", believes American 
author and orator, Donald Miller.

Expectations range from very 
basics, like people's reactions and 
responses to simple mundane issues 
to any and every matter, which 
makes them judgemental and iras-
cible if not upto their mark. A child 
accidentally spills milk ... .parents 
fly into a rage and admonish him/ 
her disturbing the child's mental 
state creating an unpleasant sit-
uation. Parents who accept that 
mistakes are a part of learning are 

the ones who will be able to instil 
confidence in their children . Most 
of our unhappiness arises not from 
what life gives us but from what we 
expect from it.

Expectations can be like invisi-
ble chains binding us to disillusion-
ment, frustrations and conflicts.

Acceptance on the other hand 
liberates us to live with joy, peace 
and grace . The simple yet profound 
mantra Don't Expect, Only Accept 
is not about passive resignation but 
choosing to align with reality and 
respond wisely to it.

However, this does not mean 
giving up goals . It means releasing 
control on how and when things 
happen . Acceptance leads to more 
productivity rather than stagnation 
and depression . American author, 
disability rights advocate and polit-
ical activist  , Helen Keller, although 
deaf and dumb since she was 19 
months old, accepted and overcame 
the challenge. Nelson Mandela 
accepted 27 years of imprisonment 
without bitterness, emerging with 
forgiveness that healed a nation .

These are examples of acceptance 
that fosters resilience, patience and 
fortitude.

Most of our unhappiness arises 
not from what life gives us but from 
what we expect from it. Expectations 
create a gap between 'What is ' and 
'What we want'. Acceptance bridg-
es that gap by helping us embrace 
reality as it unfolds. Once reality 
is accepted, actions become more 

effective.
Till the time we hold on tightly to 

expectations there is only bitterness, 
the moment we let go and surrender 
to the Supreme , a steady calm and 
joy fills our mind .

Acceptance reduces stress, 
improves relationships posters 
perseverance giving us strength 
to accept and adapt rather than 
collapse; it increases gratitude by 
realising the value of what we have 
and not lamenting what we do not 
possess.

Acceptance does not mean being 
apathetic to action .Once we accept 
reality we can act more effectively. 
A student who does not score well 
in an exam knows that marks will 
not come magically ....he tries to find 
out his weaknesses , works on them 
earnestly to improve because he is 
aware of his shortcomings. This 
Awareness is the first step that leads 
to Acceptance.

When we accept people as they 
are, situations as they come and life 
as it unfolds, we discover a quiet 
strength within us . Acceptance 
transforms disappointments into 
lessons, differences into understand-
ing and hardships into persistence 
. It teaches us to let go, for the real 
magic lies not in controlling every 
situation but embracing it. The Sufi 
poet Rumi rightly states, " Try not 
to resist life's changes . The more 
you resist, the more pain you create. 
Flow with what is and you will find 
peace ."

Till the time we hold on 
tightly to expectations 
there is only bitterness, 
the moment we let go 
and surrender to the 
Supreme , a steady 
calm and joy � lls our 
mind .



SATURDAY
01 NOVEMBER 20258 LitStream 

HT Saturday 

     CMYK     

Short story

The Silent Poet

ShahNawaz Nazir
nawazrather786@gmail.com

In the heart of the sprawling city, 
where neon lights never slept and 
people hurried past each other 

without a glance, lived Ayaan, a poet 
whose words were more alive than 
the world around him. His apartment 
was small and dimly lit, the walls 
lined with torn pages of poetry, some 
fading, some still crisp with ink. No 
one in the city knew him, yet he car-
ried a universe within his notebook.

Ayaan ran a tiny tea stall tucked 
into a narrow lane. By day, custom-
ers came for the chai, but sometimes, 
they stayed for the quiet magic of his 
words. He never charged for reciting 
a poem; it was his way of offering a 
fragment of beauty to the world that 
seemed too busy to notice. The alley 
was narrow, damp from the morning 
mist, and the wooden stool he sat on 
creaked under his weight. The aroma 
of tea mingled with the faint scent 
of old paper and rain-washed walls, 
creating a small haven amid the city’s 
chaos.

One evening, as the sun dipped 
behind high-rise buildings, a man 
in an expensive suit approached the 
stall. His shoes gleamed, his watch 
sparkled under the streetlights, and 
his aura carried an unmistakable air 
of influence. He introduced himself 
as Zain, a businessman known for his 
wealth and desire for recognition.

“Your poetry,” Zain said, scan-
ning the papers tacked on the walls, 
“it’s beautiful. But the world doesn’t 
notice beauty without money. If you 
want to be known, you need promo-
tion, followers, likes… people care 
about numbers, not words.”

Ayaan smiled faintly, his eyes 
calm and unwavering. “Poetry is not 
for the world to notice,” he replied 
softly. “It is for the soul to feel. True 
poets are recognized not by applause, 
but by the hearts they touch, often 
quietly, unseen.”

Zain laughed, a sharp, hollow 
sound that cut through the soft hum 
of the alley. “Quiet hearts don’t sell. 
The world only notices what shines. 
You could be famous if you wanted—
but it comes at a price.”

Ayaan returned to cleaning his 
cups, listening more than speaking. 
His words floated in the air like del-
icate smoke:

"In a world that counts gold, the 
song of the soul is silent."

Zain shrugged and left, leaving 
Ayaan in the hum of the evening, 
where the clinking of cups and the 
whisper of wind through the alley 
was enough applause for a poet’s 
heart.

Days passed. The city thrived with 
lights, wealth, and ambitions. Grand 

events celebrated flashy artists, 
influencers, and performers whose 
success was measured in currency 
and clicks. Ayaan’s poetry remained 
confined to the small corners of his 
tea stall, unseen by the grand world 
outside. But that did not matter to 
him. He wrote because he could not 
stop, because the words lived inside 
him, needing release.

One rainy afternoon, a young 
woman took shelter at his stall. Her 
eyes were tired, yet curious, and she 
seemed to have wandered far from 
her usual path. As Ayaan poured tea, 
he recited softly, letting the words 
flow naturally:

"A city of lights, yet hearts are 
dim, The loudest voices often speak 
the least within."

The woman’s eyes glistened with 
tears. She whispered, “I’ve never 
heard words that felt like this. You 
speak the language of hearts.”

Ayaan nodded, understanding that 
sometimes recognition did not need 
headlines or social media. It thrived 
in the quiet corners of empathy, in 
unseen souls who could feel the truth 
in his words.

Months passed. The tea stall 
became a secret refuge for those who 
sought solace from the city’s greed. 
Students, office workers, and lonely 
wanderers would stop by, drawn not 
by the fame of Ayaan’s name, but by 
the subtle pull of his poetry. Each 
poem was a lifeline, and those who 
read or heard them carried a piece of 
it with them.

Despite the growing circle of loyal 
listeners, the broader world remained 
indifferent. Flashy poets and influ-
encers dominated social media, their 
works measured in likes and shares. 

Publishers ignored Ayaan, arguing 
that “poetry without an audience is 
not marketable.” And yet, Ayaan did 
not despair. In his heart, he knew that 
words written for recognition alone 
were empty. True poetry was about 
connection, however small or hidden.

One evening, a boy of no more than 
twelve lingered near the stall. He was 
shy, hands stuffed in his pockets, and 
his eyes wide with curiosity. Ayaan 
noticed him and recited a short verse 
about courage and quiet strength. The 
boy listened intently, his lips parted, 
absorbing each word as if it were a 
spell. When the poem ended, the boy 
whispered, “I never knew words 
could feel like this. I’ll never forget 
them.”

Ayaan smiled. That, he realized, 
was enough. Recognition did not have 
to be grand. Sometimes, a single heart 
touched in silence was worth more 
than the applause of thousands.

Years went by. The city changed; 
skyscrapers replaced old buildings, 
flashy cafes replaced tiny tea stalls, 
and the relentless pursuit of wealth 
grew stronger. Ayaan remained the 
same—humble, persistent, quietly 
defiant. His hair had grown silver at 
the temples, his hands lined with age, 
but his notebook remained close, each 
page a testament to a life devoted to 
words.

One night, after closing the stall, 
Ayaan sat alone, listening to the dis-
tant hum of the city. He opened his 
notebook and wrote:

"The world celebrates glitter, 
but the river of words flows quietly 
beneath. Those who truly listen find 
its depth, and in that silence, poetry 
lives."

He looked around at the empty 

alley, imagining the countless hearts 
that had felt his words, though silent-
ly. In the stillness, he understood 
the irony: in a world obsessed with 
money and fame, true poetry thrived 
in hidden spaces, away from eyes that 
only sought spectacle.

Ayaan never became famous. He 
never appeared on television, never 
trended on social media, and never 
sold out stadiums. Yet, in the hearts of 
those who had heard him, his poetry 
endured. Every whispered line, every 
carefully penned word, became a seed 
planted in the minds of those who lis-
tened. Some of these seeds grew into 
courage, hope, or a quiet understand-
ing of life’s deeper truths.

In the end, Ayaan realized that the 
silent poet’s life, though overlooked, 
was rich in ways money could never 
buy. His reward was not in headlines, 
but in the lives he touched, quietly, 
invisibly, and eternally. The world 
may not have recognized him, but his 
poetry had found the only audience 
that mattered—the human soul.

And so, the little tea stall contin-
ued to stand, rain or shine, carrying 
the scent of fresh chai and the weight 
of unseen words. People came and 
went, leaving with lighter hearts 
and fuller souls. Some never spoke of 
the poet, yet they remembered him 
forever. And Ayaan, the silent poet, 
kept writing, knowing that the truest 
wealth was not fame or fortune, but 
the quiet resonance of words in hearts 
that could listen.

Because in a world that wor-
shipped gold, glitter, and noise, 
the river of poetry flowed quietly 
beneath, touching those who truly 
cared—and that, he thought, was 
more than enough.
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Dr. Rayees Ahmad Bhat 

Dreams are connected to 
human beings since their 
existence. A Dream is defined 

as the image(s) which occur inner 
sensational and is an involuntarily 
act usually in sleep. Ludwig Witt-
genstein argued that dreams “for 
inner process generally, requisite 
for the establishment of their onto-
logical reality”(Graham). Dreams 
have been interpreted and analyzed 
differently by different scholars and 
philosophers since the ages. Trac-
ing its literary history one can go 
back to the ancient times-3000-4000 
BC then one can understand that 
dreams have great significance not 
only in literature but also in religion 
and traditions where it has been 
taken into serious consideration. 
It was sometimes regarded as the 
sign or hint what is going to happen 
or what has happened which you 
are consciously not aware of. In the 
Biblical narratives (Old Testament) 

Joseph’s command over interpreta-
tion of the dreams particularly “the 
seven fat and seven meagre cows 
and the ears of wheat” (dreams in 
literature). The 2nd century writer 
Artemidorus Daldianus is regarded 
as one of the earliest writers whose 
book Oneirocritica (Interpretation 
of Dreams). Another ancient writer 
Macrobius is famous for the inter-
pretation and divisions of dreams. 
His book Commentary on the 
Dream Scipio divides dreams into 
five types- the somium, the dream 
which is stands as symbol for some-
thing. In common terms we can call 
it a symbolical dream. Second is 
visio which reveals or is the sign of 
coming event as exactly what one 
has dreamt of. Third is Oraculam 
in which a person a stranger comes 

in the dream of someone 
and reveals something 
which he does not know. 
Fourth is insomnium 
which is produced by fear 
or physical disturbance 
and the fifth is Phantas-
ma which is kind of a 
delusion. Medieval Lit-
erature is filled with the 
dream allegory in which 
the author “customarily 
falls asleep at the outset 
of the tale and undergoes 
an experience with strong 
symbolical and allegori-

cal overtones”(Cuddon 21). William 
Langland’s Piers Plowman is one of 
the groundbreaking dream allegori-
cal works of 14th century. The writer 
says that “In a summer season, when 
soft was the sun,/I clothed myself 
in a cloak as I shepherd were... And 
went in the world wonders to hear.” 
(Piers Plowman). Geffery Chaucer 
has used the dream

device in one of his tales in the 
Canterbury Tales where a hen 
namely Paetelot warns her hus-
band Chaunticleer about the coming 
misfortune when he had a dream. 
It proves right when Chaunticleer 
is caught by fox. Besides, one can 
also find the dreams in the books 
such as House of Fame and Troilus 
and Cressida. One can come across 
one of the important dreams which 

occurs in Emily Bronte’s magnum 
opus The Wuthering Heights when 
Catherin accepts the marriage pro-
posal of Edgar. Catherine narrates:

I’ve dreamt in my life dreams 
that have stayed with me ever after, 
and changed my ideas: they’ve 
gone through and through me, like 
wine through water, and altered 
the colour of my mind.(Brontë and 
Dunn 62)

In the 20th century Sigmund 
Freud’s seminal work Interpretation 
of Dreams (1900) have brought a rad-
ical change when he emphasized on 
the Unconscious. Throughout the 
ages literature has greatly influenc-
es by the dreams and dreams serve 
as one of the strongest devices in 
exposing the idea.

Rayees Ahmad Bhat is an Assis-
tant Professor at the Department 

of English, Lovely Professional 
University-Phagwara. Jalandhar 

(Punjab). He has done his MA from 
LPU, PGCTE from EFLU, Diploma in 

Creative Writing in English through 
IGNOU and Certifi cate of Function-

al English through Maulana Azad 
National Open University (MANU-

U)-Hyderabad, and Ph.D from DAVV 
(Indore-M.P). His areas of interest 
are Ecocritical Studies, American 

Literature, Literary Theory and Criti-
cism and Postcolonial and Postmod-

ern Literature.
Mail: bhatrayees315@gmail.com
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 Dreams and Literature: A Brief Overview 
Origins of Dream Interpretation: From Myth to Meaning 

Habba Khatoon: A Ghost ....
FROM PAGE 2...

Masud, he predicted: “Zoon, you will marry some-
one soon. I change your name and call you Habba 
Khatun (The Lady of Love), by which name you 
will become immortal” (Walkhlu, p. 105). This is 
against the popular belief that Zoon got the title 
of Habba Khatoon at the Royal Court. Bitterness 
between Zoon and Aziz continued for some more 
time. Aziz had decided to divorce her and said 
before the Qazi, when he asked him if he wanted to

divorce her: “…O absolutely. Talaq, talaq, talaq, 
I say three times as enjoined by law” (Wakhlu, 
p. 127). Interestingly, Wakhlu is contesting that 
Yousuf Shah Chak got her divorced after paying 
handsomely to her husband. One day, Yousuf 
Shah Chak’s mother visited her and asked her to 
marry her son. Zoon said that she had heard about 
kings and princes having courtesans and concu-
bines, but she won’t live with her son like that. 
The queen was astonished at her boldness and 
promised that the marriage would be performed 
as per law (Wakhlu, p. 143). The news soon broke 
throughout Chandahar. The royal wedding took 
place with great pomp and show as the prince had 
become so restive that his mother couldn’t wait 
for long. Wakhlu writes (p. 145): “Habba Khatoon 
was a charmer. With her graceful manner and soft 
attractive voice she could disarm anybody. Yusuf 
had in the real sense fallen deeply in love with 
her. Previously, of course, his behaviour had been 
motivated by whims and they were difficult to be 
explained in logical terms. Now for several days 
Yusuf had been brooding and thinking and refus-
ing to attend to any work. What was the reason 

for his restlessness? A house was bought for Abdi 
Rather’s family in a posh colony but Habba Kha-
toon refused to leave the picturesque village with 
its streams and springs and warbling bulbuls. 
“Was she not essentially a poet?” she wrote to 
Yusuf.” The royal proclamation about the wed-
ding was made in 1570 AD. Wakhlu (p. 149) says 
that a “splendid river procession” was taken in 
which hundred of people participated and chant-
ed, “Bashah Salamat Zindabad, Shehzada Sahib 
Zindabad”—The slogan indicates that the mar-
riage took place before Yousuf became the king. 
Wakhlu says that Yousuf declared himself king 
in 1579 AD and “[m]any nobles and their ladies 
and other came to congratulate Habba” (p. 181). 
Yousuf and Habba Khatoon (She was one of the 
queens) enjoyed their married life, wandering 
from place to place, but, at the same time, devoting 
time to their duties. However, some natural calam-
ities and wars did not allow them to rest for long. 
Ultimately, their married life ended when Akbar 
duped Yousuf, imprisoned and exiled him. Habba 
had to leave the palace and live a wanton life: “For 
Habba Khatoon the sun had set. She continued to 
live in her cottage at Panda Chok and was, year 
by year, worn out by dejection and poverty. Dread 
malady had seized her and she was weary of life. 
But she never spoke of her suffering to anyone. 
She was all the time murmuring the name of Allah 
and His prophet (peace be upon Him!). There was 
in her last years only gratitude for the gifts of life 
bestowed on her by God and it welled from the 
heart of Habba now even in her agony”.

Habba Khatoon burnt all her papers, including 
those containing her poems and verses [emphasis 
mine. Whose verses and poems are we reading 
nowadays if Habba Khatoon burned them before 
she died?), shut herself in her own cottage and 
had no communication with the outside world. 
Renunciation had brought with it a mysterious 
initiation, a fine insight to Habba Khatoon. She 
could see the approaching end and she was glad. 
On her last day of her life in the year 1605 A.D. 
she got up and bathed and read Holy Quran for 
quite a long time and then performed Nimaz. Her 
face suddenly took on bloom. She got strength 
and the candle of her life shone brilliantly. In the 
evening it was stifling and a hot mist hung over the 
village. Habba came to her home from a stroll in 
the nearby field. She was suffering from heat and 
could neither speak nor breathe freely. She made 
an effort to sip some water. There were some chil-
dren and a few women in her room” (Wakhlu 243).

People standing around her were weeping. 
Habba had called a Moulvi of the nearby mosque 
and instructed him that she should be buried near 
her cottage, and all her belongings should be dis-
tributed among the poor. She had also asked him 
not to inform the Mughal Governor. “The whole 
of Kashmir wept when they heard of Habba Kha-
toon’s death; no smoke came out of the houses 
on that tragic day. All bewailed the death of the 
talented daughter of their race. Habba Khatoon 
had risen as a luminous moon in the firmament 
of Kashmir’s history” (Wakhlu 244).

(to continue)
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The Poem I Desire

Wani Nazir 

Shall I myself gather
my bones
and stitch myself into 

wholeness
or, will you assemble me
in your frozen flesh?
Murky moonlight has 

grown back
into crevices of night
and, I, in a remote 

cranny,
break syllables with the 

shafts
of my chest
looking for a poem
under the debris of 

words
where none can erase us

Wani Nazir is a Kashmir 
University Postgraduate 
Gold medalist in English 

Literature. He is from 
Pulwama J&K India and is 
an author of a poetic col-

lection, “....and the silence 
whispered” and “The Chill 

in the Bones”. He is pres-
ently working as a senior 

Lecturer in the Depart-
ment of Education J&K.

He is a voracious and wild 
reader and a reviewer.

The Moon Is Golden  

Vandana Kumar 

I wonder if it’s actually the sun
Pretending to be the moon all along
Giving me a sudden glimpse
Revealing its inner self

The moon is golden
Drunk in those wayward dreams
The kind 
 That give it that extra sheen
The moon is golden 
It is an orange ball 

In a distant toy shop
In my son’s play school imagination
His friend told him 
It’s something he can buy
And play with 
The rains are waning in our parts
Strange how the clouds have parted
For the golden moon
To be visible
To every heart 
That desires it
A little differently, tonight 

(Vandana Kumar is a translator, recruit-
ment consultant, cinephile, Indie Film Pro-

ducer and multiple award-winning poet 
from New Delhi, India. She is a Pushcart 
prize nominee 2023 and her poetry col-

lection ‘Mannequin of Our Times’ has also 
won several awards. ‘Mannequin Of Our 
Times’ has recently been translated into 

Greek by the ‘Writers International Edi-
tion’.She received the Global Icon Award 
at the Global Vision Summit 2025 held in 

Athens, Greece.)
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Poetry Corner
UNIMAGINABLE 

Anna Keiko 

There is a kind of ugliness that seems 
reasonable,

But so far people have not found a lan-
guage to reveal it

They do despicable things in the name 
of justice

and dig graves from the spine of the 
earth downwards.

What they hold in their arms are not 
their wives and children

but are murderous weapons
Gaza became a human prison.

However, on another coast of the sea
someone yawned and sang Christmas 

carols
Plan to find nourishment on the 

scorched earth
After feeding it into the scorpion’s 

mouth,
remove the rotten parts
and turn the rest into a crown.

(Anna Keiko, a distinguished poetess 
and essayist from Shanghai, China, has 

made a profound impact on contemporary 
literature.. She is translated into more than 

30 languages and published in over 500 
journals, magazines, and media outlets 

across 40 countries. Keiko is the founder 
and chief editor of the ACC Shanghai Hui-

feng Literature Association . Her poetic 
oeuvre spans six collections, including 

“Lonely in the Blood and Absurd Languag-
es”. She is the World Peace Ambassador 
Certifi cate in 2024. Notably, she was the 

fi rst Chinese for Cross Cultural Exchange 
Medal for World Poetry . She was nominated 

for the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2020)

Autumn Had A Gift…

Ali Shaida 

Deep in the dark late October night,
Gazing at the blue skies,
Through my window, with an iso-

lated soul,
A shining star swept across and 

vanished,
Vanished brazenly there,
A tear rolled down the cheeks,
Like a dew drop from a flower,
Travelled till it touched,
The deserted banks of my lips,
I felt dead in my silt bed, Wrapped 
 Trembling in the quilt,
Dreamt in a dead sea,
Woke up with prayers never to have,
To see such a dark night again,
 A new dusky eve,
Feared to gaze into the,
Deep dark night,
Through the window panes,
 A blooming garden in a blue sky,
Full of stars and flowered,
Blanks filled by someone,
In my painful absence,
A tear blossomed again,
Squeezed away the spring of my 

eyes,
Touched new born smile of lips,
Throughout the new night of Octo-

ber,
I travelled the deep skies,
Unto the lost,
With a silent rhythm in solitude.

(Ali Shaida, a well-known poet from 
Nepora Qazigund, Kashmir, is a retired 

banker and author of 11 books. He also 
led Maraaz Adbee Sangam from 2022 

to 2025.)

The Unconsumed 

Dr Mallika Tripathi

Seeing the calamities that infest the mortal sphere,  
My heart convulses—not from terror, but from the 

paralysis of virtue—  
Hemmed in by phantoms masquerading in human 

guise,  
I grope for a tremor of sanctity amid the deafening void.
The pall of darkness coagulates, yet I do not capitulate;  
My indignation, distilled and austere, refuses corrup-

tion.  
I confront deceit’s architects with the poise of the 

unconsumed,  
Unflinching, incandescent, absolving even as I con-

demn.
In their eyes I perceive the cataract of moral blindness—  
Souls adrift, uninitiated in grace or truth.  
Still, compassion outlives scorn in me,  
For to hate is to mirror the damned.
I, a latter-day Prometheus, wrench fire from the vault 

of gods,  
Not to outrage Olympus but to illumine desolation.  
Such heresy of mercy moves me—to kindle thought 

in ash.
And like Athena, thought’s crystallized thunderbolt,  
I bear intellect as both aegis and blade;  
Her tranquil omniscience courses through my sinews,  
Suffusing wrath with hieratic composure.
Thus I traverse the vortex, unshaken and aware,  
A fugitive luminary among ruins,  
Striving to redeem the unborn dreams  
That perish in the conflagration men themselves con-

trive.
(Dr. Mallika Tripathi is Professor and Head, Department 

of Applied Science & Humanities at Feroze Gandhi Institute 
of Engineering & Technology, Raebareli. A celebrated poet 

and author of Whispers of the Soul, she is the Founder & 
President of Anjani Welfare Society. Recipient of the Best 

Pensmith Award  and the Mahakriti Samman 2025.)
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Noor-i-Nooran : A Testament...

FROM PAGE 3...

(I live by Your love, the breath that keeps me 
whole.

Your remembrance walks with me through 
day and night.

I await the mercy of Your glimpse,
And the strength of Your hand upon the bridge 

beyond.)
He knows this longing will end only when the 

veil is lifted , when tears become vision. Until 
then, he lives between hope and ache, drinking 
from a thirst that deepens as it quenches.

Yet his love is not only tenderness; it is sover-
eignty. Love here is not a visitor , it reigns. It is 
a robe placed upon the soul before the soul knew 
form. When this longing rises, creation itself 
seems to pause, and existence bows not to him 
but to the remembrance he carries.

Saidi’s portrayal of companionship with 
Beloved Prophet SAW  is not dramatic but digni-
fied, quiet, constant, inseparable. The presence 
of the beloved Prophet  SAW is not witnessed 
outwardly but felt as shade upon the heart. He 
does not write of approaching nearness, but of 
living within it , not by arrival, but by reception. 
Companionship does not knock; it settles.

From this stillness, he portrays the lover of 
Risalat Ma,aab SAW  not as one who merely 
weeps, but as one whom love has crowned. Ishq 
in his vision is not emotion , it is inheritance. The 
soul is not diminished by devotion but elevated by 
belonging. Distance is not exile; it is preparation 
for acceptance.

In Saidi’s rendering, love does not imitate , it 
becomes. The lover does not study the Beloved 
SAW; he unknowingly reflects him. Adab is 
not learned; it is remembered, like a fragrance 
returning to its source. The heart, washed in this 
nearness, does not speak differently , it breathes 
differently.

Here his mastery becomes evident: he does 
not present the beloved Prophet SAW as a distant 
historical figure but as a living nearness whose 
light gives shape to the seeker’s interior. This is 
not storytelling , it is strong emotion carved into 
language, not praise but unveiling. His words 
do not describe the Beloved Prophet SAW ; they 
disclose the soul’s readiness to be shaped by him.

"Laaran laaran darbaar aase
Ya Rasool  khaas nazra kar
Rowis mo’minat chhum ne saase
Ya Rasool  khaas nazra kar
Gunaho ta’met chhum he talwase
Afsos kath ziyayahi
Ibleeso amal korum daase
Ya Rasool � khaas nazra kar"
(I long for the mercy of Your gaze,
O Beloved Prophet SAW light of hearts.
My face is stained with my own failings,
Yet I seek Your glance ,a healing spark.
Satan has marred what good I knew,
Still I await one look from You.)
Noor-i-Nooran assumes Ishq rather than 

argues for it , treating it as a covenant already 
written into the marrow of faith. Reading the book 
feels not like discovering something new but like 
remembering something ancient within oneself , 
a fragrance long sealed and now released.

By placing the Beloved Prophet SAW not before 
but above the reader , shading him like a spiritual 
canopy , Saidi Sahib restores love to its rightful 
axis: not emotion but orientation; not sentiment 
but maqam. The heart does not sit beside this 
love; it sits beneath it, as earth sits beneath sky 
, receiving, not grasping; becoming luminous 
without claim.

Thus what begins as admiration matures into 
alignment. The heart no longer merely feels love; 

it faces love , turning toward  Tajdari Arz o Sama 
SAW as prayer turns toward the Ka‘bah: not by 
choice but by belonging. Love here is not the 
colour of the soul; it is its geometry. The believer 
is not moved, he is repositioned.

Even when yearning trembles through his 
prose, it trembles like a candle behind glass: con-
tained, dignified. The ache refines the heart until 
longing itself becomes remembrance. This is not 
the nearness one arrives at; it is the nearness one 
awakens into.

Saidi Sahib then unveils the adab of nearness 
, not as outward etiquette but as the soul’s natu-
ral posture before its sovereign. Humility is not 
lowering; it is revelation of where one stands. 
Proximity to  the benefactor of humanity SAW  
does not lessen a believer ,it ennobles him. The 
lover is not emptied of dignity but emptied into it, 
until reverence becomes robe, not restraint. So he 
writes about his ineptness about writing a naat..

"Chhum na hargiz badhas kelmaat be kya naat 
likhas

Doh walith chhus be siyah raath be kya naat 
likhas

Naat likhnas  te likhan waalie raban likhnas 
naat 

Likh zan kya be bashar zaath be kya naat likhas 
Sher srapa  be chhus zehr barath myon badan
Sar basar wart te wariedaat be kya naat likhas"
(I have no words worthy of his praise ,
My tongue is poor, my spirit frail.
Clothed in the whiteness of speech,
Yet blackened within , how can I eulogize him?
He whom God Himself has glorified,
How shall dust like me attempt the same?
The Infinite has spoken of his light ,
What can the finite add but shame?
I am small, laced with venom and pride,
A twist of weakness, a knot of sin.
How can a heart so stained and dim
Dare to praise the Pure within?)
Here, worship becomes perfume; bowing, a 

movement of awareness. The soul bends not from 
weakness but completion , the way a flower bends 
beneath rain because it has found the sky it was 
made to drink from.

Thus servanthood becomes sovereignty invert-
ed , not power surrendered but essence clarified. 
One does not become smaller before Beloved 
Prophet SAW ; one becomes truer. For what ele-
vation exceeds standing beneath the shade of the 
one for whom creation was adorned?

As the book deepens, yearning matures into 
repose , not by diminishing, but by ripening. The 
soul no longer strains; it rests, as a traveller stills 
upon crossing the threshold of home. Love ceases 
to press against the heart; it roots within it.

At this stage, Ishq is no longer an occurrence ,it 
is identity. The Beloved Prophet  is not outside the 
horizon but seated at its axis. Proximity becomes 
temperament; nearness becomes atmosphere. The 
seeker does not reach light , he breathes it.

Once the heart stands beneath the shade of 
Rahmatan-lil-‘Alamin SAW, the world is no longer 
seen through separation but through nearness. 
Reality is read from the inside-out , everything 
weighed by its relation to love. Beauty becomes 
correspondence; creation turns into testimony.

Saidi teaches that sight itself must bow. The 
inner gaze leans the way the heart kneels. To 
read him is to realise that perception is not intel-
lect but covenant , a remembering of how to see 
through love.

His mastery is not rhetorical but devotional. He 
does not write with ambition but with obedience. 
Language in his hands is not ornament but sujud , 
prostration shaped into words. He lowers expres-

sion until it can carry sanctity without fracture.
"Nabi  madeenas manz chhu jaaye jaaye Nabi 
Chu Asmaan zameenas chhu kirth saaye Nabi 
Yatein chhu shah, chukaan, wah wasit chhi 

gachaan
Tatin  aakh aash akh pachh  che  banaan 

sadaaye Nabi"
(My beloved Prophet is in Madinah, he is omni-

present.
He is the sky of blessings overshadowing the 

earth.
Where we are lost and helpless in our way,
His sacred call becomes our path and our faith.)
What shines in Noor-i-Nooran is not brilliance 

of pen but purity of posture. The book feels less 
like authorship and more like inheritance,  a trust 
carried forward from the caravan of Jami, Sa‘di, 
Hafiz, ‘Iraqi, and Ameer-e-Kabir (����� ���� ������). He 
does not imitate them; he continues their current.

In truth, Noor-i-Nooran does not instruct; it 
transmits. The reader does not observe meaning, 
he is observed by it. This is not a text one reads; 
it is a light one stands before.

The nur that Saidi speaks of is not brightness 
but disclosure, a light that reorganizes the soul 
until it remembers its orientation toward Beloved 
Prophet , the way a window remembers the morn-
ing. Illumination here is not spectacle but sight 
restored.

Such light is not merely received; it is entrust-
ed. To have tasted it is to be responsible for how 
gently one carries it. Love becomes amanah , a 
trust to guard, not display.

By the time one closes this book, one realizes 
it has not ended as the book again has a unique  
chapter The closing section of Noor-i-Nooran 
unfolds like the afterglow of dawn , radiant, 
serene, and suffused with remembrance. It carries 
mankabat in honour of Moula Ali Mushkil Kusha 
Aliehisalam, the Lion of Allah, whose valour is 
light and whose wisdom is the soul’s compass. 
Alongside him stand verses devoted to Sheikh 
Abdul Qadir Jeelani RA, the pole of sainthood, 
whose presence continues to steady the hearts of 
seekers across centuries.

From there, the author’s pen turns with deep 
reverence toward the saints of the valley  Shah-e-
Hamdaan RA, the radiant torchbearer of faith and 
culture in Kashmir; Baba Reshi RA, whose humil-
ity became fragrance; and many other awliya’ 
Allah of exalted rank, whose remembrance fills 
the pages with sanctified breath.

In tender devotion, the chapter also embrac-
es the sacred rhythms of time itself ,the bless-
ed month of Ramzan, when every sigh becomes 
prayer, and the luminous night of Shab-e-Qadr, 
when revelation once again descends into the 
trembling of hearts.

Together, these praises and invocations do not 
merely conclude the book ,they complete it. They 
reveal that Noor-i-Nooran is not only a tribute to 
the Beloved Prophet SAW, but a chain of divine 
light that runs through his friends, his lovers, 
and his inheritors in every age. It is a tapestry of 
remembrance woven with reverence , a constella-
tion of hearts bound by one radiant sun.

In its totality, this work truly lives up to its 
name 

“Noor-i-Nooran” , The Light of Lights.    it has 
entered. Noor-i-Nooran does not conclude on the 
page; it continues in the pulse. The reader is no 
longer a spectator but a bearer of what has been 
awakened.

And whoever receives such light is not granted 
an ending, but a station, a place within the vast 
procession of those upon whom love has set its 
seal....
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