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ECI announces by-elections
for Budgam and Nagrota

Voting on Nov 11, counhng scheduled for Nov 14
m HT News Desk / KNO

October Feels Like January as First
Snowfall Hits, Temp Dips 16°C

Snow drapes Pir Ki Gali, Gulimarg, Sinthan Top; rains lash plains, chill prevails

October Snowfall Revives
Tourist Hopes in Kashmir

RS Polls: Nomination
Process Begins for 4 Seats

m  HT News Desk / KNO

SRINAGAR, OCT 06: The crucial by-election

for the Budgam and Nagrota seats will take place .
on November 11, the Election Commission of
India (ECI) announced on Monday.

Addressing a press conference, Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar,according tonews
agency—KashmirNews Observer(KNO),announced
that the by-election for the two seats in Jammu &
Kashmirwill be held on November 11, while count-
ing will take place on November 14.

As per the schedule announced by the poll
body, notifications for these two seats will be
issued on October 13,and nomination forms can
be filed until October 20.

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCT 06: After a subdued
summer tourist season following the April
22 Pahalgam terror attack, which left 26
civilians, mostly tourists dead, October
snowfall has rekindled hopes about visitors
returning to Kashmir in winter season.

Stakeholders while talking to the
news agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO) exuded hope that the early snow-
fall would pave the way for a bumper

SRINAGAR, OCT 06: The nomination
process for the Rajya Sabha polls from Jam-
mu & Kashmir began on Monday, with the
Election Commission of India (ECI) and the
Returning Officer issuing three separate
notifications for the election to four seats
that have remained vacant for more than
four and a half years.

The pollbody issued the notifications on

Scrutiny of nominations will be conducted
on October 22, the ECI stated, adding that can-
didates may withdraw their nominations until
October 24.

The voting and counting will take place on

Monday morning,announcing the schedule
for the elections to the four seats. These
notifications were issued following the

President of India, through three
@ Turnon Page 2

m HT News Desk / KNO

SRINAGAR, OCT 06: The upper
reaches of Jammu and Kashmir
recorded season’s first snowfall on

Monday, whilerainslashed the plains,
causing temperatures to plummet
below normal across the region.

Independent weatherman Faizan
@ Turn on Page 2

winter tourism season and boost arriv-
als in the coming weeks.

President of the Shikara Association,
@ Turn on Page 2
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Valley To Get Better Power
Supply This Winter: MD KPDCL

m  HT News Network

Sports Build Bridges of Unity and Friendship: CM

CM Omar throws open 69Th No’nonol School Gomes in Srinagar

aging Director said that the power department
isinamuch better position this year to meet the
SRINAGAR, OCT 06: Managing DirectorKash-  rising demand during the winter season.
mir Power Distribution Corporation Limited “We will ensure better power supply this
(KPDCL), Mehmood Ahmad Shah, on Monday  winter compared to the previous one. A lot of
assured that the Kashmir Valley will witness  work has been done to improve the network —
a better and more reliable power supply this  whetherintowns or cities —including upgrada-
winter compared to last year, owing to sig-  tionofcabling systems and installation of smart
nificant improvements in infrastructure and meters. We are hopeful of providing better
preparedness. service to our consumers,” the MD said.
Speaking to reporters as per news agency Talking about the smart meter installation,
KashmirIndepth News Service (KINS), the Man- ® Tumn onPage 2

Govt. Attaches I/c

Young athletes will
CEO Baramulia spread message of
m  HT News Desk peace: Satish

SRINAGAR, OCT 06: The Government today
attached in-charge Chief Education Officer,
Baramulla, Bashir Ahmad Shah to the office of
Directorate of School Education Kashmir.

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCT 06: Minister for Food,
Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs, Transport,

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, OCT 6: Chief Minister,
Omar Abdullah today officially declared
open the 69th National School Games at

TRC Football Ground, Srinagar, by cere-
monially kicking afootball, marking the
formal commencement of the national-
level sporting event.

The opening ceremony was attended

by Minister for Youth Services & Sports
Satish Sharma, Advisor to the ChiefMin-
ister Nasir Aslam Wani, MLA Lal Chowk

Sheikh Ahsan Ahmed (Pardesi),
@ Tumn on Page 2

Anorderissued by School Education depart-
ment in this regard reads, “Pending inquiry,
Mr. Bashir Ahmad Shah, In-charge Chief Edu-
cation officer, Baramullais hereby attached in
the Directorate of School Education Kashmir

@ Turn on Page 2

ESTIC To Shape
Scientific Roadmap
For Viksit Bharat:
Jitendra Singh

m HT News Network

NEW DELHI, OCT 6: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi s likely to inaugurate the
first edition of the Emerging Science,
Technology and Innovation Conclave
(ESTIC) in November, which is projected

as the flagship event of the sector, bring-
ing together Nobel laureates, innovators
and policymakers in the field of science.

The conclave, scheduled to be held at
Bharat Mandapam from November 3 to
5,1s set to become an annual event show-

casing latest innovations and trends in
@ Turn on Page 2
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CS Reviews Functioning of IT Department and NIC J&K

Also launches E-SAM portal for management of digital assets

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, OCT 6: Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo, today chaired a high-level
meeting to review the functioning of
the Information Technology (IT) Depart-
ment and the National Informatics Cen-
tre (NIC), J&K. The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary, IT, Dr. Piyush Singla;
CEQ, JaKeGA, Mahima Madan; State
Informatics Officer, NIC, ].S. Modi; and
other senior officers of both IT-related
establishments.

At the outset, the Chief Secretary
underscored the critical importance of
cyber security, calling for its strengthen-
ing right from the tehsil and block levels.
Hedirected the IT Department to ensure
the seamless expansion of the e-Office
network to all tehsil and block offices
across Jammu and Kashmir following
its successful rollout in district-level
offices. He also asked for a detailed sta-
tus report identifying the offices still
outside the e-Office ambit.

The Chief Secretary furtherinstruct-

ed the Department to expedite the
upgradation of the State Data Centre
(SDC) and the establishment of a Mini
Security Operations Centre (SoC)inJ&K.
Stressing the need for capacity-building
initiatives, he emphasized the creation
of a Centre of Excellence (CoE) in Infor-
mation Technology to nurture skilled
manpower aligned with future industry
requirements.

He also called for the formulation of

a comprehensive proposal for the
@ Turn on Page 2

Information Technology, Youth Services
and Sports, Satish Sharma Monday said
that the young athletes, participating in
69th National School Games, will give a
message of peace from Kashmir to the whole
country.

Speaking with reporters, the Minister
said that the participants from 30 states

and Union Territories are participating in
69th National School Games, which was
@® Turn on Page 2

Use rational medication for children: Secretary Health

Avoid cough, cold medicines for children below 2 years of age

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, OCT 06: Secretary,
Health & Medical Education, Dr
Syed Abid Rasheed Shah today
advised for using rational medica-
tion in children. He said this while
chairing a meeting at Civil Secre-
tariat, here.

The meeting was attended by
Commissioner, Food & Drugs
Administration, J&K, Smita Sethi,
along with the Heads of Depart-
ments of Paediatrics from all Gov-
ernment Medical Colleges of Jammu
and Kashmir and officers from the
Divisional and District levels of the

FB page administrator

Drugs Control Organisation, J&K.

The meeting was held in the
context of arecent communication
issued by the Union Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare, which
advises that cough and cold medi-
cations should not be prescribed or
dispensed to children below two
years of age.

Duringthe meeting, Abid Rasheed
emphasized the urgent need to pro-
mote rational drug use and ensure
patient safety in paediatric care
across Jammu and Kashmir.

He directed all medical profes-

sionals, pharmaceutical
@ Turn on Page 2

booked for ‘false info’

m  HT News Desk

BUDGAM, OCT 6: Budgam Police have registered an FIR
against the administrator of a Facebook page titled “Kashmir
Speaks” for allegedly spreading false and misleading informa-
tion on social media regarding an incident that occurred in
Khansahib area of the district.

According to police, the case dates back to August 26, 2025,
when Police Station Khansahib had registered FIR No. 165/2025
under Section 325 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) after
a horse was killed in village Rakhai. During investigation, it
was established that the killing had resulted from a personal
dispute between the parties involved and was not linked to

any commercial activity.
@ Tumn on Page 2
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ECI announces.....

November 11 and November 14 respec-
tively, the poll-body said.

While Nagrotais likely to witness adirect
contest between the BJP and the ruling alli-
ance, the Budgam seat is gearing up for a
triangular fight between the National Confer-
ence (NC), the People's Democratic Party
(PDP), and the People's Alliance for Change
(PAC).

The BJPis expected to field DevyaniRana,
daughter of the late BJPleader Devender Singh
Rana, who had won the Nagrota seat twice.

In Budgam, the National Conference is
expected to field either Nasir Aslam Wani or
Aga Mehmood.

The Budgam seat fell vacant after Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah vacated it and
retained the Ganderbal seat, having won both
constituencies in last year’s Assembly elec-
tions.

The Nagrota seat became vacant following
the death of BJP leader Devender Singh Rana
onOctober 31 last year, just afew weeks after
the Assembly election results were declared
in Jammu & Kashmir—(KNO)

RS Polls: Nomination.....

separate notifications issued by Union
Government, called the elected members of
the Legislative Assembly of the Union Terri-
tory of Jammu & Kashmir to elect members
to the Upper House of Parliament.

Three separate elections are being held
for the four seats. While two individual elec-
tions will be conducted for the first and
second seats, a combined election will be
held for the remaining two seats.

According to the notifications issued by
the Election Commission of India-copies of
which are in possession of the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO), October 13
is the last date for filing nominations. Scru-
tiny of nominations will take place on Octo-
ber 14.

Candidates may withdraw their nomina-
tion forms until October 16. Polling will be
held on October 24, and counting will take
place on the same day. The entire election
process will be completed by October 28.

Following the ECI’s notifications, the
Returning Officer for the polls-the Secretary
ofthe Legislative Assembly-also issued three
separate notifications for the election to these
seats.

As per the notifications, nomination papers
can be submitted by a candidate or any of
their proposers to the Returning Officer
(Secretary, Legislative Assembly) or the Assis-
tant Returning Officer (Additional Secretary,
Legislative Assembly) at their offices within
the premises of the J&K Legislative Assembly
Secretariat, Srinagar, between 11 AM and 3
PM on any working day (excluding public
holidays) no later than October 13.

As previously reported by KNO, the Nation-
al Conference-Congress alliance is expected
to comfortably secure three of the four seats,
while the BJP is in a strong position to win
the fourth—(KNO)

October Feels......

Keng while talking to the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO) said, “January
like conditions prevailed in Kupwara and
Baderwah as temperatures fell 16.0 C below
normal.”

The maximum temperature settled below
normal across Union Territory with Srinagar
recording a day temperature of 12.5 degree
Celsius (13.0 degree Celsius below normal).

Kupwara recorded 10.8 degree Celsius
(16.0degree Celsius) while Qazigund, a gate-
way of Kashmir, recorded 13.5 degree Celsius
(10.6 degree Celsius below normal). Pahalgam
recorded a day temperature of 9.2 degree
Celsius (13.2 degree Celsius below normal)
and Kokernag recorded 12.1 degree Celsius
(11.7 degree Celsius below normal). Gulmarg,
famous ski-resort, recorded a maximum
temperature of 4.4 degree Celsius (12.1 degree
Celsius below normal).

IN Jammu division, Banihal recorded a
maximum temperature of 11.2 degree Celsius
(15.3 degree Celsius below normal) while
Jammu recorded 21.3 degree Celsius (11.1
degree Celsius below normal). InBhaderwah,
the temperature settled at 10.0 degree Celsius
(16.1 degree Celsius below normal). Batote
recorded 12.6 degree Celsius (12.5 degree
Celsius below normal) & Katrarecorded 18.0
degree Celsius (11.1 degree Celsius below
normal).

According to details available with the
KNO, the fresh snowfall was recorded in Pir
ki Gali,Razdan Top, Sadhna Pass, Sinthan Top,
Daksum, Kongdori Gulmarg, Minimarg and
other parts of the region.

The rains lashed the plains including Sri-
nagar, the summer capital of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Meanwhile, the weatherman said that
there is a forecast of light to moderate rain
(light snow over higher reaches) till Tuesday
forenoon or afternoon and improvement
thereafter.

“On October 8, a brief spell of light rain is
expected at a few places while generally dry
weatherisexpected from October 9 to Octo-
ber 16,” the MeT said.

The MeT has advised the farmers to sus-
pend all activities between October 6 and 7.
“Thereis a possibility of landslides, shooting
stones at vulnerable places with a possibil-

®© 00 ©

ity of light to moderate snow over higher
reaches of Kashmir, Chenab valley and Pir
Panjal range and possibility of moderate to
heavy snow over few higher reaches of South
Kashmir and Chenab Valley,” it said—(KNO)

October Snowfaill......

Wali Mohammad said, “The change in
weather has renewed our hopes. The tourist
footfall hasn’t increased yet, but snowfall in
the upper reaches will definitely encourage
visitors to return to the Valley. We are hope-
ful about our industry getting a boost in
coming days.”

Manzoor Pakhtoon, President of the House-
boat Association, said it is too early to predict
the overall impact but remained positive
about the coming months. “As the news of
snowfall spreads, tourists will start planning
their trips. It will take around a month to see
how the season shapes up,” he said.

Houseboat owners along the Dal and
Nigeen lakes too are hopeful. “We have start-
edreceiving inquiries from domestic tourists,
especially families and newly-wed couples,
who want to experience Kashmir’s winter
beauty,” said Ghulam Rasool, a houseboat
owner in Dal Lake.

He added once the snowfall intensifies,
bookings are expected to rise.

Tour and travel operators said that a there
isalittle uptickindemand, with many expect-
ing anincrease in bookings once the weath-
er stabilizes. “We have seen little increase in
inquiries from states like Gujarat, Maharash-
tra and West Bengal in the last few days.
Many tourists are waiting for updates on
snowfall before finalizing their plans,” said
Altaf Ahmad, a Srinagar-based travel agent.

He shared if conditions remain favourable,
this winter could turn out to be the good
seasons again.

Hoteliers too are hopeful about a busy
season ahead. “Winter is a special time for
Kashmir tourism and early snowfallis always
agood sign. Our bookings for December and
January are empty as-off now but expect
occupancy torise steadily once snow reach-
es lower areas,” said another hotelier from
Srinagar.

FROM APRIL TO SEPTEMBER 5,64039
TOURISTS VISIT PAHALGAM

Meanwhile, an official told KNO that from
April to September this year as many as
5,64039 tourists visited Pahalgam. “The
numbers declined after the April 22 terror
attack but increased gradually,” he said.

While giving the breakup the official said,
2,08122 domestic, 2864 foreignand 3,53053
tourists visited Pahalgam in the past six
months.

Officials said, “August and September
months saw a positive trend as more than
3000 foreign tourists arrived in the Valley.”

They said that Jammu and Kashmir record-
ed 19,570 foreign tourist visits between
January-June 2025 and over 95 lakh domes-
ticvisitsin the same period. “The fresh inflow
of foreign tourists comes months after the
April 22 Pahalgam terror attack, which had
dealt a severe blow to Kashmir’s tourism
industry. The attack led to widespread can-
cellations, emergency return flights, and a
short-term collapse in bookings for outdoor
sites closely associated with the incident,”
the officials added.

SNOWFALLIN GULMARG PLEASANT SUR-
PRISE FOR TOURISTS

The early snowfall came as a delightful
surprise for tourists from across the country,
many of whom were first-time visitors to
Gulmarg. They expressed joy at seeing the
famous ski resort blanketed in snow, trans-
forming it into a breathtaking white won-
derland. “We weren’t expecting snowfall in
October. It feels magical — I'm so lucky to
witnessit",said an elated tourist while enjoy-
ing the snow-covered slopes.

A couple from Kolkata, visiting Kashmir
for the first time, while sharing their excite-
ment told KNO that they had visited Pahalgam
and Sonamarg earlier during their trip but
found Gulmargtobe unmatchedinits charm
and beauty. “The scenic beauty is breathtak-
ing. People here are warm and cooperative.
It’s our fourth day in Kashmir, and we haven't
felt any security concerns. Everything is
well-organized", said Yashfi.

Praising the world-famous Gondola ser-
vices, the duo said the experience was beyond
words. “The view from Phase Il is absolutely
mesmerizing. There are no words to describe
it. We wish everyone to visit and experience
this beauty", they added.

Similarly, a tourist, Arun Kumar from
Haryana, said the experience lived up to
Kashmir’s reputation.

“We always heard people call Kashmir
‘Paradise on Earth’. Today, we truly witnessed
it. The unexpected snowfall made our trip
unforgettable”, he said.

Tourists at Gulmarg widely hailed the
hospitality, administration and security
arrangements, describing their stay as “safe,
smooth and heartwarming".

Besides hundreds of tourists enjoying the
Gondola rides, an official of the Jammu and
Kashmir Cable Car Corporation (JKCCC) said,
the chairlift joyride added to the attraction
with over 400 visitors availing the service
on Sunday alone, following successful safety
trials.

“We are witnessing an encouraging
response from tourists. All safety protocols

are in place, and our staff is working round
the clock to ensure a comfortable experience
for visitors. The snowfall has brought a pos-
itive boost to tourism in Gulmarg and we
expect the flow to increase further in the
coming weeks”, a senior JKCCC official told
KNO—(KNO)

Sports Build......

Director General Youth Services & Sports
Anuradha Gupta, Secretary J&K Sports Coun-
cil Nuzhat Gul, and several other dignitaries
and officials.

This year’s National School Games has
drawn participation from 30 teams repre-
senting various States and Union Territories
across the country, with matches scheduled
tobe played at six different venues. The events
include competitions in Football, Wushu,
Taekwondo, and Table Tennis.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Min-
ister said that sports play a vital role in foster-
ing unity, friendship and understanding
among young people from diverse regions
of the country.

“Sports build bridges of unity and friend-
ship. [ am delighted to be here with you at
the inauguration of the 69th National School
Games. Unfortunately, the weather today
does not permit me to deliver a long speech
or keep you waiting in the rain. While the
weather is beyond our control, it gives me
immense pleasure—on behalf of myself, my
colleagues, and the people of Jammu and
Kashmir—to warmly welcome all of you to
this prestigious tournament,” the Chief Min-
ister said.

He assured participants of full support
from the government and organisers, adding
that every effort would be made to ensure
their comfort and safety.

“If any of you face any inconvenience—
whether a shortage of warm clothing or any
otherrequirement—please do not hesitate to
approach us. We will do everything possible
to make your stay and participation comfort-
able,” he said.

Expressing optimism about improving
weather conditions, the Chief Minister
encouraged the young athletes to enjoy the
experience of competition and camaraderie.

“As the saying goes, winning is not as
important as taking part.Isincerely appreci-
ate your spirit and enthusiasm in coming
here to participate,” he said, wishing the
players memorable moments and success in
the tournament.

The march past by 30 participating teams
drew appreciation from the Chief Minister
and applause from a large gathering of school
children and spectators at the venue. Players,
coaches and team officials also took the oath
of sportsmanship, pledging to uphold the
values of fair play, discipline and teamwork.

Valley To Get......

he said the project has seen major progress
despite a few disruptions.

“Last year, we installed around 3 lakh
smart meters, and another 1.15 lakh have
been installed recently. Due to disruptions
like floods and Operation Sindoor, the process
slowed down. However, the work is continu-
ing and will be completed,” he said.

Despite the ongoing adverse weather
conditions in parts of Kashmir, the MD said
that the department has maintained normal
power supply across the region.

“Our staff is on high alert to respond to
any interruptions. The supply situation has
improved significantly compared to last year,
and we are fully prepared to meet the winter
demand,” he added.

He further said that KPDCL is continu-
ously working to strengthen the network
and enhance reliability.

“Even with weather-induced challenges,
our focus remains on providing uninter-
rupted supply and ensuring quick restoration
wherever required,” he said.(KINS)

Govi. Attaches.....

with immediate effect. Further, Chief
Education officer, Bandipora shall hold the
charge of the post of Chief Education Office,
Baramulla and Principal, DIET Sopore, Baram-
ulla, till further orders”.

Further, Joint Director Education (North),
Kashmir has been asked to conduct an inqui-
ry in the matter and submit a report to the
Administrative department within 15 days.

The Government remains committed to
the welfare of common masses as well as
employees and anyone indulging in affairs
of government without proper authority will
face due action.

Young athletes.....

formally declared open by the Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah today here at TRC Ground.

“Itis a proud moment that such an event
is taking place in Srinagar. Although the
weather conditions are not favourable, the
Chief Minister has said that we all stand with
the participating children in this condition.
We hope that everyone stays well and has
memorable moments here,” Sharma said.

Pray for the unity of the country, the Min-
ister congratulated and welcomed the par-
ticipants.

Replying to a query, the Minister said that
there will be such events every month. “Thou-
sands of people will come. The children will
give a message of peace that everything is

good in Kashmir and the people here are
unmatched in their hospitality,” he said.
He added that these children are
fighting against drugs and are learning
discipline. “We will try to ensure such
events every month and as the winter
is approaching, we will prepare for the
Winter Games as well,” he said. (KNO)

CS Reviews.....

establishment of a futuristic IT Park
inthe UT aimed at generating high-end
employment opportunities for youth
trained in advanced IT domains.

During the meeting, Secretary, IT, Dr.
Piyush Singla gave a detailed overview
of the Department’s functioning and
achievements. He informed that the
number of active websites audited by
Third-Party Auditors (TPA) had risen
from 110 to 206 in the past three months,
with over 210 government websites and
applications currently accessible to the
public.

He also revealed that the State Data
Centre (SDC)isin the process of obtain-
ing ISO 27001 and ISO 20001 certifica-
tions, underscoring the government’s
commitment to international standards
ofinformation security and service man-
agement.

On this occasion the CEO, JaKeGA,
Mahima Madan, presented a detailed
account of the projects being imple-
mented by the agency. She informed
that a CERT-IN empanelled TPA had
successfully conducted audits of depart-
mental websites hosted in J&K, and these
would soon be migrated to IPv6 for
enhanced security, performance, and
scalability.

Providing details of the e-Office 2.0
rollout, she stated that 4,056 offices and
21,774 users have been onboarded under
the second phase, extending operations
totehsil and block levels. The State Wide
AreaNetwork (SWAN)hasbeen expand-
ed toalldistricts and 167 blocks, ensur-
ing robust connectivity for smooth
e-office operations.

She further informed that 127 citizen
services, including 15 newly added ones,
have been integrated with Digi Locker,
making over 8.06 crore records available
online. The platform currently has 30.4
lakh registered users in J&K.

Highlighting JaKeGA’s ongoing and
upcoming initiatives, she mentioned
projects such as digitization of govern-
ment records, software development for
multiple departments, Digital Village
Centresin44 panchayatsequipped with
video-conferencing facilities, Aadhaar-
enabled biometric attendance systems,
and plans for disaster recovery setups,
digital signage solutions, and capacity-
building programmes.

Speaking in the meeting State Infor-
matics Officer, NIC ].S. Modi, informed
that the Centre continues to serve as the
technological partner of the Government
of J&K, providing technical consultancy,
supportinsystemdesign,and guidance
in emerging technologies. NIC’s infra-
structure extends across J&K offering
services such as video conferencing, NIC/
NKN connectivity, Network Operations
Centre management, cyber security
initiatives, website and application host-
ing, and email services for government
departments and the J&K Police.

He further divulged that the NIC also
supports various public-facing digital
platformsincluding the Shri Amarnathji
Yatra online services, Pension Suvidha
Portal, BoPEE services, and Service Plus
(JanSugam). Upcominginitiativesinclude
the implementation of NeVA (National
e-Vidhan Application), Next Gene Hos-
pital, and online sanctioning of social
welfare applications, among others.

Earlier during the meeting, the Chief
Secretary launched the E-SAM (Elec-
tronic System of Asset Management)
Portal, a comprehensive lifecycle man-
agement platform designed to optimize
asset performance and minimize costs
and risks.

The system streamlines operations
through workflow management, vendor
integration, inventory control, disposal
tracking, compliance monitoring, and
efficiency enhancement, thereby
improving governance and account-
ability.

ESTIC To Shape......

the science and technology sector,
edging out events such as the Indian
Science Congress, which has an over-
100-year history.

“The upcoming ESTIC-2025 is a plat-
form for collaboration and meeting of
minds of varied stakeholders — uniting
researchers, policymakers, industry lead-
ers and entrepreneurs to shape India’s
scientific roadmap for Viksit Bharat 2047,
Science and Technology Minister Jitendra
Singh told reporters here.

He said the ESTIC platform will pro-
vide young innovators the opportunity
to connect with mentors, showcase their
ideas and discover next-generation
human talent in contributing to India’s

rise as a global knowledge power.

The programme of the conclave on
the ESTIC website states that the prime
minister is scheduled to inaugurate the
event.

The theme of the inaugural edition
of the ESTIC will be “Imagine, Innovate,
Inspire for Viksit Bharat 2047".

Singh said the ESTIC will be held every
year and at different locations across the
country.

“What makes the ESTIC unique is the
whole-of-government approach. With
ministries spanning health, education,
agriculture, energy, space, electronics
and IT, environment and more, innova-
tionis nolonger confined to laboratories
but embedded across every sector of
national development,” Professor Abhay
Karandikar, Secretary, Department of
Science and Technology, said.

Principal Scientific Advisor Ajay Sood
said the conclave would serve as a
dynamic platform for dialogue, knowl-
edge exchange and actionable roadmaps,
with participation from global experts,
Nobel laureates and young researchers,
among others.

The three-day conclave will have 11
thematic sessions, including on space
technologies, advanced materials and
manufacturing, digital communications,
emerging agricultural technologies,
electronics and semiconductor manu-
facturing.

Each day of the conclave will feature
two plenary addresses by Nobel laureates
or persons of global eminence.

The thematic sessions will also
include quantum science and technol-
ogy, bio-manufacturing, energy, environ-
ment and climate, artificial intelligence,
blue economy and health and medical
technologies.

Use rational.....

manufacturers, and regulatory
authorities to strictly comply with
national guidelines and best practices.

Secretary Health stressed upon the
strict adherence to the advisory and
during the discussion, the HODs of the
Paediatrics department stated that such
medications are generally not recom-
mended for children below five years,
and that for older children, their use
should be based on careful clinical eval-
uation, close supervision, and strict
adherence to dosage guidelines, while
avoiding multiple drug combinations.

The advisory issued by the Director
General of Health Services (DGHS) has
also underscored the importance of
judicious prescribing and dispensing of
cough syrups for children, emphasizing
that most acute cough illnesses in chil-
dren are self-limiting and resolve with-
out pharmacological intervention.

Atthe outset, Pharmaceutical manu-
facturers in J&K were instructed to
adhere strictly to WHO-GMP standards,
carry out complete impurity profiling
as per the latest pharmacopeial stan-
dards.

Drugs Control Officers were asked to
sensitize chemists and pharmacists
against the over-the-counter (OTC) sale
of cough and cold syrups without prop-
er prescription and to conduct regular
sampling and testing of such products
under Section 23 of the Drugs & Cosmet-
ics Act, 1940, to ensure their safety and
quality. They were cautioned that any
violation of these provisions will invite
strict penal action, including suspension
or cancellation of licenses under Rule 66
of the Drugs & Cosmetics Rules.

The general publicis strongly advised
torefrain from self-medicating children
and to always consult Doctors/ Paediatri-
cians, before administering any cough
or cold syrup to them.

Secretary further directed all field
officers and medical institutions to
ensure strict enforcement of these guide-
lines across the Union Territory to pro-
tect child health, prevent misuse of
medications, and promote rational and
evidence-based paediatric care.

However, on October 5, police noticed
that a Facebook page named “Kashmir
Speaks” had circulated false information
alleging that the horse was killed to sell
its meat in the local market at Arizal.
Police said the post was completely
fabricated and had caused unnecessary
panic among locals.

Taking cognizance of the misleading
content, police registered a fresh FIR No.
187/2025 under Section 353(2) of BNS at
Police Station Khansahib. Officials said
that an investigation has been initiated
to identify and take action against the
page administrator responsible for post-
ing the content.

Budgam Police have urged social
media users to verify information before
sharingitonline. “Spreading unverified
or false content can disturb public peace
and tranquility. Strict legal action will
be taken against those involved in such
acts,” police said in a statement.
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Javid Dar reviews progress of ongoing
projects in Municipal Committee Watergam

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, OCT 6: Minister
for Agriculture Production
Department, Rural Develop-
ment Department and Pan-
chayati Raj, Cooperative and
Election Department, Javid
Ahmad Dar, chaired a review
meeting on progress of ongo-
ing projects and works in
Municipal Committee Water-
gam at civil secretariat here
today.

During the meeting, the
Minister stressed on the impor-
tance of expediting ongoing
projects in various sectors,
increasing transparency and
accountability to ensure opti-
mal use of resources. He urged

officials to utilize unused funds
for development works, as per
given guidelines, to benefit the
people.

Javid Daremphasized onthe
J&KGovernment’scommitment
towards making Jammu and
Kashmir a prosperous state
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah.

During the meeting, Com-
missioner Secretary, H&RUDD,
Mandeep Kaur briefed the Min-
ister on a spectrum of pivotal
developments and upcoming
initiatives aimed at transform-
ing the urban landscape of
Jammu and Kashmir.

The meetingdiscussed about
ongoing and new works under-
taken under the Capex Budget

2025-26 (regular)in MC Water-
gam, including, Construction
of Office Complex Near Town 11,

Development

Hall Watergam, Open Air Gym  Footpaths,Tiling and cobble-
Park at Gund Mulraj Ward No.

stone work at various spots,
of Parking Place and Transport

Yard at MC Watergam, Inner
Link Development, at different
wards of MC Watergam and

Macadamization of Inner Links
at MC Watergam.

The meeting was informed
that Drainage Sector D/S Gund
Kareem Khan Watergam (SAS-
CIProject) and Construction of
Deep Drainat Ward No. 1 &3 is
in progress.

The Minister advised offi-
cials to work in coordination
with each other to achieve the
goal of all-round development
in MC Watergam.

The meeting was also
attended by Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Sopore, Deputy
Director (E&S)UrbanLocal Bod-
ies Kashmir, Executive Engineer
PWD(R&B), Executive Officer
MCWattergam,and others con-
cerned officers.

"Sharifon Ka Mohalla" Book
by Muhammad Hussain Zafar
Launched at an Impressive
Ceremony at Srinagar

m Farooq Rather

SRINAGAR, OCT 5: Grand literary event was held
attheiconic Tagore Hall Srinagar to mark the launch
of Sharifon Ka Mohalla, a short story collection by
renowned broadcaster and writer Mohammad
Hussain Zafar. The ceremony was organized by Zed
Publications and witnessed a vibrant gathering of
writers, poets, broadcasters, intellectuals, and lit-
erature enthusiasts from across the Valley.

The event commenced with a warm welcome
by the organizers, followed by a formal introduction
oftheauthorand his literary contributions. Moham-

"tr

mad Hussain Zafar, a celebrated voice in broadcast-
ing and an accomplished writer, has been known
for his deep engagement with social themes and his
distinct narrative style. Sharifon Ka Mohalla, his
latest offering, is a poignant collection of short
stories that reflect the nuances of Kashmiri society,
moral dilemmas, and the complexities of human
relationships.

Several eminent literary figures and media per-
sonalities graced the occasion and shared their
thoughts about the book and its author. They laud-
ed Zafar’s ability to blend realism with empathy,
and highlighted how his work resonates with the
lived experiences of the common man.

While speaking at the function, Mohammad
Hussain Zafar expressed gratitude to Zed Publica-
tions for publishing the book and thanked the audi-
ence for their overwhelming support. “Sharifon Ka
Mohallais close tomy heart. Itis not justa collection
of stories, but a reflection of the silent struggles,
ironies, and cultural fabric of our society,” he said.

The ceremony also featured readings fromselect-
edstories, which captivated the audience and sparked
meaningful discussions about the role of literature
in contemporary times. The event concluded with
a vote of thanks, acknowledging the contributions
of all participants, guests,and organizers who made
the function a success.

The launch of Sharifon Ka Mohalla has added a
significant milestone to the literary landscape of
Kashmir, and the book s expected to be widely read
and appreciated for its literary depth and social
relevance.
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NCDC Holds Meeting: Urges Action Against Drug Abuse Among Youth

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, OCT 06: In a pas-
sionate meeting, the National
Child Development Council
(NCDC) expressed serious con-
cernsabout therisingdrugabuse
among students and young peo-
pleinindia. They called for nation-
al action and interventions at
various levels. The council
stressed the need for strict legal
measures, digital monitoring,
institutional responsibility, and,
most importantly, awareness
among families and communities.

The sessionbeganwitha pow-
erful statement from the chair-
person: “Today, let’s resolve to
confront the drug mafias. This
crisis worsens each day, and our
children—especially those in
higher education—are the main
targets.”

It was noted that students

often become victims of drug
networks, whether unknow-
ingly or under peer pressure.
These drugs are frequently
accessed through new mobile
apps, social circles, or shops close
to schools.

Member Mohammad Rizwan
highlighted a concerning trend:
“New apps trap students with
fake opportunities. Drug mafias
exploit these apps to track and
lure young people.”

He stressed the need for gov-
ernment oversight of digital plat-
formstoshutdownthese danger-
ous gateways.

NCDC committee member
Bindu pointed out that substance
use, like tobacco and alcohol, is
rising among kids as youngas 12
years old. She drew parallels to
notorious cases like the Nirbhaya
incident, noting how legal loop-
holes often protect juvenile

offenders involved in serious
crimes linked to addiction.

“Even when children commit
serious acts under the influence,
the law protects them. We must
address this gap,” she said.

She recommended that
schools incorporate awareness
classes and that parents regu-
larly supervise their children,
including checking school bags.

NCDC Master Trainer Baba
Alexander noted: “These drugs
are often mixed in sweets and
chocolates; primary school stu-
dents consume them—often
without realizing it.”

He highlighted the need for
special investigation teams to
uncover drug networks and sug-
gested including real-life case
studies in school curriculums,
such as visits to rehab centers
and interactions with former
addicts.

NCDC'sRadhaemphasized the
importance of spotting behav-
ioral changes early: “If a child
suddenly loses focus or with-
draws, that’s a warning sign.
Teachersand parents mustinter-
vene before addiction escalates,”
she said.

Shealsoraised concerns about
"drug-laced chocolates" being
sold near schools.

Another member, Anandhi,
pointed out that exposure to sub-
stance use at home—like alcohol
or smoking—sets abad example.
“Children mimic what they see.
If parents casually use substanc-
es, it normalizes that behavior,”
she said, adding that prevention
should begin at home.

In a heartfelt message, Shaki-
la Wahab of NCDC shared real
stories of students affected by
neglect, lack of parental involve-
ment, and emotional rejection.

“Many childrenIcounsel come
from homes lacking proper care.
Parents are often absent, overly
strict, or emotionally distant,”
she said.

She mentioned that legal
restrictions hinder actions against
underage users, reinforcing the
need for rehabilitation and emo-
tional supportinstead of punish-
ment.

The NCDC members agreed
that changes in legislation alone
won't suffice. They unanimously
supported several points: strict-
er digital monitoring and app
regulation, mandatory drug
awareness programs in schools,
parental workshops and counsel-
ing, community vigilance near
schools and colleges, early access
torehabilitation for victims, cur-
riculuminclusion of drugimpact
stories, and targeted actions
against mafia networks.

Dr. Ajaz Anmad Bhat from Doru Shahabad Among
World’s Top 2% Scientists By Stanford University

m  HT News Desk

Police Attach Property of
Drug Peddler in Qazigund

SRINAGAR, OCT 06: In a moment
of immense pride for the region, Dr.
Ajaz Ahmad Bhat, a native of Doru
Shahabad, Anantnag, hasbeenranked
among the top 2% of scientists glob-
ally in Stanford University’s presti-
gious annual ranking of scientists
based on career-long impact and
citation metrics. This globally
acknowledged list, published by a
team of researchers at Stanford in
collaboration with Elsevier, identifies
the mostinfluential scientists across
all scientific disciplines based on
standardized citation indicators.

This remarkable recognition not
only highlights Dr. Bhat’s scientific
contributions but also shines a spot-
lightontheimmense talentemerging
from Jammu and Kashmir. His inclu-
sioninthiselitelist symbolizes years
of dedication to biomedical research
and academic excellence, and stands
as a proud moment not just for the
tehsil of Doru Shahabad but for the
entire Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Currently, Dr. Bhat serves as a
Senior Staff Scientist at Sidra Medi-

cine, Qatar, one of the leading centers
for pediatric care, precision medicine,
and biomedical research in the Mid-
dle East.Hiswork spans cutting-edge
research in cancer biology, obesity,
and metabolic diseases, often inte-
grating genomics, transcriptomics,
and other multi-omics approaches
to uncover therapeutic targets and
biomarkers.

Dr.Bhatearned his Ph.D. from the

prestigious All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi,
where he focused on vaccine immu-
nology.Following hisdoctoral studies,
he pursued postdoctoral research at
Vanderbilt University Medical Center,
Nashville, Tennessee, USA, where he
specialized in cancer biology.

Over the years, Dr. Bhat has
authored numerous high-impact
publications in internationally
renowned journals. He has also con-
tributed to several academic books
and special issues, and his work has
earned him multiple international
awards and accolades for research
excellence. In addition to his scien-
tificresearch, he serves on the edito-
rial boards of several respected inter-
national journals.

Dr.Bhat’s journey from the scenic
town of Doru Shahabad to global
scientific recognition is a testament
tothe power of perseverance, passion,
and intellectual rigor. His achieve-
ments continue to inspire the youth
of Jammu and Kashmir to pursue
careers in science and research, and
his contributions are paving the way
for future advancementsin personal-
ized medicine and global health.

m Farooq Rather

KULGAM, OCT 6: In a significant crackdown on
the drug menace, Kulgam Police on Monday attached
the property of a notorious drug peddler in the
Checki-Badwani area of South Kashmir’s Qazigund.

An official spokesperson informed that the res-
idential house belonging to Bilal Ahmad Bhat, son
of Mohammad Abdullah Bhat, a resident of Checki
Badwani, was attached following due legal proce-
dures.

“The action was carried out under Section 68-F
(1) of the NDPS Act, 1985, after the said property
wasidentified asillegally acquired during the course
ofinvestigationand enquiry conducted by the police,”
the official said.

The police reaffirmed their commitment to curb-
ing drug trafficking and taking strict action against
individuals involved in such unlawful activities.

“Persons found indulging in drug peddling will
be dealt with as per law. Our consistent actions
against drug peddlers should reassure the com-
munity members that we are making serious efforts
to keep our society free from the scourge of drugs,”
a police statement said.

This development is part of the police depart-
ment’s ongoing efforts to crack down on drug
networks in the region and send a strong message
to those involved in the illegal trade.

KPDCL organises farewell ceremony in honour
of outgoing Pr. Secy PDD H.Rajesh Prasad

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, OCT 06: Kashmir
Power Development Corporation
Limited (KPDCL)today organized
afarewell ceremony in honour of
outgoing Principal Secretary PDD,
H. Rajesh Prasad, who has been
elevated and posted as Chief Sec-
retary of Union Territory of Chan-

digarh.

MDKPDCL, Mehmood Ahmad
Shah; Special Secretary, PDD,
Younis Malik; Chief Engineer
Distribution/Planning & Procure-
ment/ Transmission/ Generation/
Projects-Kashmir), Director
Finance JKPDD and other senior
officers of PDD and KPDCL.

Speaking onthe occasion, MD

KPDCLand senior officers of PDD
lauded Rajesh Prasad’s visionary
leadership and transformative
contributions towards the pow-
er sector in Jammu & Kashmir.
Under his dynamic stewardship,
the department witnessed sub-
stantial progress in operational
performance and financial disci-
pline, he said.

He added that the initiatives
formulated by Rajesh Prasad led
to historic gains in billing and
collection efficiency, alongside a
notable reduction in Aggregate
Technicaland Commercial (AT&C)
losses.

The officers further said that
H.Rajesh Prasad’s tenure was
marked by significantinfrastruc-

ture modernization, including
the widespread installation of
smart meters, strengthening of
grid stations, and enhancement
of power reliability across the
region.

The officers of [KPDD extended
their heartfelt wishes for his con-
tinued success in his new role as
Chief Secretary, Chandigarh UT.
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Dy. CM reviews performance,
functioning of H&H Deptt. post merger

Reiterates Government’s commitment for welfare of artisans, weavers

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 06:

jit Singh, besides other senior
officers of the Handicrafts and
Handloom department attend-

Deputy Chief Minister Surind-
er Choudhary reviewed the
performance and functioning
of Handloom and Handicrafts
(H&H) departments post
merger in a high-level meeting
here today.

Advisor to Chief Minister,
Nasir Aslam Wani; MLAs Ali
Mohammad Dar, Dr.Mohammad
Shafi Wani, Tanveer Sadiq, Riyaz
Bedar; Commissioner Secretary,

ed the meeting.

During the meeting, Depu-
ty Chief Minister was briefed
about the flagship schemes and
policies benefiting the handi-
crafts and handloom sector in
Jammu & Kashmir, pursuant
upon notification of New Wool,
Handicrafts and Handloom
Policy 2020.

The Deputy CM directed the
Administrative Department to

merger and post-mergeryearsin

referencetodepartmental schemes

spective roadmap canbe framed

Industries & Commerce, Vikram-

present consolidated dataon pre-

the next follow up meeting, with

inboth the sectors, so that a per-

for both the sectors.

He also advised the depart-
ment to present a blueprint for
promotion of the craft sectorin
Jammu and Kashmir. He reiter-
ated that government is com-
mitted for the welfare ofartisans
and weavers.

Deputy CM laid emphasis
upon ensuring that the Hand-
icrafts and Handloom depart-
ments serve the larger interests
of artisans and weavers. He said
that the department of Hand-
icrafts and Handloom shall
undertake fresh stakeholder
consultations with an aim to

equally promote both the
handicrafts and handloom sec-
tors.

Earlier, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter heard representatives from
both the handicrafts and hand-
loom sector, to obtain first-hand
feedback from the concerned
stakeholders. He assured the
delegations that their concerns
shall be examined for redressal.

Duringthe meeting, MLAsalso
gave their valuable suggestions
and feedback for the promotion
of art and craft ensuring ease in
livelihood earning by the artisans.

KVK Budgam concludes rural credit
workshops under JKCIP

m HT News Desk / DIPR

BUDGAM, OCTOBER 06: Krishi Vigyan Ken-
dra (KVK)Budgam, SKUAST-Kashmir today con-
cluded a series of Kisan Sampark Abhiyan Rural
Credit Workshops under the Jammu & Kashmir
Competitiveness Improvement of Agriculture &
Allied Projects (JKCIP).

The workshops were organized across eight
identified blocks of the district viz. Beerwah,
Khag, Khansahab, Budgam, Chadoora, Nagam,
Charishareef and BK Pora.

Commencing from 12th August 2025, the
campaign comprised of 35 workshops, covering
178 villages, 8 blocks, more than 150 Panchayat
Halqgas of the district and more than 3600 farm-
ers participated in these workshops from across
the district.

Each programme witnessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation of farmers, entrepreneurs, Self Help
Group (SHG) and Farmer Producer Organizations
(FPOs) representatives, taking the total outreach
to diverse groups of stakeholders.The events also
witnessed the participation of MLAs and DDCs,
ensuring strong community linkage and policy-
level support.

During the workshops, scientists of KVK-
Budgam, officers from Agriculture and allied
departments, and officials from J&K Bank deliv-
ered detailed lectures on schemes and programmes
under JKCIP. The participants were sensitized
about the 50% subsidy available on every scheme
enlisted under JKCIP, motivating them to avail
benefits for strengthening farming systems, es-
tablishing enterprises, and boosting rural liveli-
hoods.

These schemes will provide direct liveli-
hood support to rural communities, strength-
en the agriculture and allied sectors which
are vital to Budgam'’s rural economy. JKCIP
project will also nurture young talent and
support the establishment of agri-entrepre-
neurs.

DC Kupwara holds NCORD meeting to review measures of curbing drug abuse in district

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

KUPWARA, OCTOBER6: Dep-
uty Commissioner (DC) Kupwara,
Shrikant Suse today chaired a
meeting of the District Level Com-
mittee under Narco Coordination
(NCORD) to review various mea-
sures put in place to curb drug
abuse in the district.

Threadbare discussion was held
in the meeting on issues related
to the agenda. The officers pre-
sented detailed reports on the work
done as per their respective roles
and responsibilities.

The Deputy Commissioner

impressed upon all officers to
put in extra efforts aimed at
eradicating the drug menace in
the district, mainly focusing on
conducting special awareness
camps for vulnerable segments
of society such as transport
workers, street vendors, and
youth.

He directed the Tehsil-level
machinery to gear up for the iden-
tification of hotspots with imme-
diate destruction of wild bhang
and poppy cultivation wherever
reported and toinitiate legal action
against the culprits.

It was informed that all med-

ical shops in the district have in-
stalled CCTV cameras, with 95
percent computerized billing

systems already in place.

The Assistant Drug Controller
wasdirected toensure 100 percent
mandatory computerized billing
as a means to break the supply
chain.

Highlighting the role of parents
insafeguarding the future of their
children, the DC emphasized or-
ganizing monthly Parent-Teacher
Meetings (PTMs)inall government
and private schools to discuss the
menace of drug abuse along with
other related issues.

Healsodirected the concerned
authorities to ensure that no sale
or consumption of tobacco or re-

lated substances takes place
within 100 meters of any school
premises.

Itwas furtherimpressed upon
the participants to work towards
the declaration of “Nasha Mukt
Panchayat” to encourage healthy
competition among panchayats
in making Kupwara a drug-free
district.

SSP Kupwara, Gulam Jeelani;
ADCKupwara, Gulzar Ahmad; ACR,
CMO, CEO, DFOand other concerned
officers attended the meeting. SSP
Handwara, SDM Lolab and all Teh-
sildars attended the meeting vir-
tually.

District Bandipora launches Massive Awareness
Drive under Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

BANDIPORA, OCTOBER 06: In a
groundbreaking initiative, District
Bandiporahaslaunched an extensive
awareness drive under the Adi Kar-
mayogi Abhiyan covering 31 villages
across six blocks viz. Tulail, Bandipo-
ra,Arin, Bankoote, Gurez, and Bakhtore.

The campaign, rolled out with great
enthusiasm, aims toempower the lo-
cal populace with a special focus on
the Scheduled Tribe (ST) community,
which constitutes a substantial seg-
ment of the district’s demographic
profile.

With a total ST population of
39,420 out of 50,408 souls spread
across 75,07 households, the initia-
tive seeks to bridge the gap between
government services and commu-
nity needs. To ensure effective

outreach and coordination, a ded-
icated cadre of 53 has been consti-
tuted at the district level, while
790 personnel have been deployed
at the block and village levels to
provide guidance, support, and
awareness to the local populace.

The awareness drive has been
marked by vibrant engagement ac-
tivities including skits, folk songs,
traditional drum performances, and
transect walks conducted from ham-
let to hamlet and village to village.
These activities have notonly added
colour and enthusiasm to the cam-
paignbut also fostered a deep sense
of community participation and
ownership.

The initiative has witnessed an
overwhelming response from the
people, with massive participationin
Gram Sabhas across all six blocks. Vil-

lagers have actively contributed to the
planning process of 17 ministries and
25interventions, markingasignificant
step towards participatory governance
and inclusive development.

The campaign has also involved
door-to-door awareness drives and
dissemination of Gram Sabha notices
to ensure that no household remains
uninformed or excluded from the
process.

The Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan in
Bandipora marks a new chapter in
grassroots empowerment and par-
ticipatory planning. By fostering active
citizenengagement, especially among
the tribal population, the initiative is
settobring about far-reaching social,
economic, and cultural transforma-
tions, paving the way for a brighter
and more self-reliant future for the
people of Bandipora.

SKUAST- organizes 21-Day National Training Program on Geoinformation

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 6:
Sher-e-Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences and Tech-
nology of Kashmir (SKUAST-K)
organized a 21-day national
training programme on “Geo-
information Science for Natural
Resources Management” on
Monday.

Director, CITH-ICAR, Professor
M.K.Verma graced the inaugural
ceremony as the Chief Guest. In
his address, Prof. Verma empha-
sized the pivotal role of remote
sensing and GIS technologies in
the modern management of nat-
uralresources. He highlighted that
these digital tools are instrumen-
talin data-driven planning, mon-
itoring, and sustainable decision-
making.

Stressing the importance of
digital literacy, he remarked that
“new-age agriculture demands a
skilled and innovative workforce
capable of harnessing technology
for ecological and economic sus-
tainability.”

The advanced trainingaims to
enhance participants’ knowledge
and practical skills inremote sens-
ing(RS)and geographical informa-
tion systems (GIS) for the sustain-
able management of natural re-
sources.

Organized by the Remote
Sensing and Geoinformatics
Laboratory, Division of Soil Sci-
ence, Faculty of Horticulture, the
programme is being conducted
in collaboration with IIT Bombay
and CITH-ICAR as knowledge
partners. It is sponsored under
the Jammu & Kashmir Soil and
Land Resource Information Sys-
tem for Planning and Soil Health
(JKSLRI) project, funded by the
Holistic Agriculture Development
Programme (HADP).

A total of 40 participants in-

®© 00 ©

cluding students, scientists, and
working professionals from dif-
ferent parts of the country are
attending the programme, which
promises an intensive blend of
theoretical understanding and
hands-on learning.

The inaugural session was
alsoattended by Prof. Azmat Alam
Khan, Registrar, SKUAST-K and
Mohamed Kasim Khan, Nation-
al Coordinator, FOSSEE GIS, IIT
Bombay, among other dignitar-
ies.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof.

Azmat Alam Khan, emphasized
that GIS is an emerging technol-
ogy transforming natural resource
management. He noted that the
integration of GISand remote sens-
ingenables data-driven planning
and sustainable resource use,and
appreciated theinitiative for pro-
moting technological advancement
in agriculture and environment
management.

In his welcome address, Prof.
M. A. Malik, Head, Division of
Soil Science, outlined the objec-
tives of the training and under-

DC Bandipora reviews
functioning of RDD

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

BANDIPORA, OCTOBER 6: Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Bandipora, Indu Kanwal Chib, on Monday
chaired a comprehensive review meeting of the Ru-
ral Development Department (RDD) to assess the
progress and performance of various schemes being
implemented across the district, including all three
subdivisions- Bandipora, Sumbal, and Gurez.

The meeting was attended by Assistant Commis-
sioner Development (ACD), Assistant Commissioner
Panchayats (ACP), Executive Engineer REW Bandi-
pora, Executive Engineer R&B SSD Gurez, and all
Block Development Officers (BDOs) of the district.

The meeting undertook a block-wise review of
major schemes, including District Capex, MGNREGA,
PMAY-G (1.0 & 2.0), SBM-G, RGSA, and the Panchay-
at Advancement Index, besides UT Capex, ABDP,
APDP, MPLADS, and CDF. During the review, the DC
took a detailed appraisal of the MGNREGA perfor-
mance indicators, including e-KYC completion, delayed
compensation (R14.1) and social audit pendency for
FY 2025-26. She impressed upon officers to ensure
timely completion of works, clearing of pending
payments, and transparency in wage disbursement
for public satisfaction.

It was informed that several community-orient-
ed works are under execution, including plantation
drives at Madwan, construction of roads with drains
in Panchayat Chanpora Nadihal, besides other rural
infrastructure projects across blocks. The DCissued
directions for prioritizing completion of ongoing
works, especially those with direct community ben-
efit,and instructed officers to regularly update prog-
ress on the district monitoring dashboard. She further
directed concerned engineers and BDOs to ensure
proper technical supervision ofall the completed assets.

The DC also reviewed progress under Swachh
Bharat Mission (SBM-G) and emphasized the main-
tenance of cleanliness assets in every Panchayat with
active involvement of PRIs in their upkeep and mon-
itoring. Under PMAY-G, the department reported ongo-
ing progress in construction of houses for eligible benefi-
ciaries with focus on 100 percent geo-tagging and
timely completion. While reviewing progress under
District Capex, UT Capex, ABDP and CDF, the DC directed
officers to accelerate execution to achieve both physical
and financial targets within set deadlines.

scored itsrelevance in the context
of contemporary agricultural
challenges. Dr. Shabir Ahmad
Bangroo, Course Director, pro-
vided an overview of the 21-day
training schedule, highlighting
key thematic areas and expert
sessions.

Thetraining programme marks
yetanother milestone in SKUAST-
K’s commitment to fostering in-
novation, capacity building, and
technology-driven approachesin
the field of agriculture and natu-
ral resource management.

Public Notice

It is information to all general public through the medium
of notice that i am hadeed hyder rather s/o shabir ahmad
rather i want make my adhaar card as per my school records
if anybody have any objection he or she can contact madina
public high school gund khawaja gasim within seven day no
objection will be accepted after given time

Name hadeed hyder rather

S/o shabir ahmad rather

R/o matipora

D.0.B as per school records 25-03-2018
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Dy. CM assesses snow clearance
preparedness of M&HE Deptt

Focus on Public Son‘eTy Dunng Severe Weather

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 06. In
order to ensure smooth and
uninterrupted delivery of es-
sential services and functioning
of vital installations across
Kashmir division, Deputy Chief
Minister, Surinder Choudhary
today chaired a high-level meet-
ing toreview overall function-
ing and preparedness of Me-
chanical and Hospital Engineer-
ing department (M&HE).

During the meeting, the Dep-
uty CM held detailed deliberations
on challenges posed by harsh
winter conditions, particularly in
the snow-bound zones of Kashmir
Valley and highregions of Jammu
division.

While assessing the prepared-
ness for the anticipated heavy
snowfall, the Deputy CM directed
the department to deploy high-
techmachinery, underscoring the

W

importance of prompt response
insnow-affected regions to main-
tain seamless mobility and public

safety.

He asked for prompt efforts
like enhanced coordination be-
tween departments, and prepar-
ing public advisories for citizens

to ensure their safety. “Timely
advisories should beissued to the
publicregarding safety measures,
including avoiding unnecessary

travel to higher reaches during
heavy snowfall, “he added.

Choudhary also directed to
safeguard infrastructure and
ensure essential services like
power, water, and road connec-
tivity remain functional. He
emphasised the need for arobust
mechanism to minimize public
inconvenience during severe
weather conditions.

Deputy CM asked the officials
to prioritise timely and effective
responses to weather-related chal-
lenges, stressing onthe importance
of keeping men and machineryin
a state of readiness to ensure the
routine functioning of essential
installations.

He instructed the concerned
authorities to focus on clearing
keyroutes, including inter-district
highways and roads leading to
hospitals, power grids, water sup-
ply systems, fire and emergency
services.

TLSC Aishmugam Initiates
Removal of lllegal

Cannabis Cultivation
m HT News Desk / DIPR

ANANTNAG, OCTOBER 06: The Tehsil Legal Ser-

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 6: A five-
day workshop on Business Manage-
ment & Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR),jointly organized by the Branch

vices Committee (TLSC) Aishmugam, under the
Chairmanship of Judicial Magistrate First Class,
Shyam Kumar Sharma, has launched a concerted
community initiative aimed at eradicating the illegal
cultivation of cannabis in the locality.

Under the directions of the Chairman, the District
Excise and Taxation Department was instructed to
equip their teams with necessary machinery and
manpower to carry out a scheduled cleanup opera-
tion for the removal of illegally cultivated cannabis
plants.

During the drive, the Chairman TLSC highlighted
the grave threat posed by cannabis cultivation, stress-
ing that such activities serve as a source of illegal
narcotics and endanger the peace, security, and well-
being of society, particularly the youth. He emphasized
that this initiative was being undertaken to com-
pletely eliminate the menace and prevent any unlaw-
ful activities linked with it.

The drive witnessed the presence of Tehsildar
Srigufwara, Naib Tehsildar Aishmugam, SDPO Pa-
halgam, SHO Srigufwara, and SHO Aishmugam, who
ensured law and order and peaceful execution of the
removal process, contributing to the overall success
of the campaign.

Chairman Sharma also urged the local residents
to remain vigilant, report any instances of illegal
cultivation, and actively participate in spreading
awareness about the harmful effects of narcotics. He
reiterated that the Legal Services Committee remains
steadfast in promoting legal awareness, ensuring
access to justice, and safeguarding youth from the
scourge of drugs.

The event concluded with a pledge to continue
efforts to eliminate illegal cannabis cultivation and
toraise awareness among people about its detrimen-

MSME Development & Facilitation
Office (DFO) Srinagar, Ministry of
MSME, and AIC-CSIR-IIIM, conclud-
ed today at Srinagar.

During the workshop, expert ses-
sions were conducted by Saheel
Alagband, Assistant Director Ministry
of MSME, who elaborated on the issues
faced by MSMEs in the field of IP and
solutions to overcome them.. A special
session was also delivered by Zainab
Syed, IP Attorney,and M.H. Makhdoomi.

During the workshop, a detailed
presentation on Intellectual Property

Rights (IPR) and its benefits for entre-
preneurs was followed by an insight-

MSME DFO Srinagar, AIC-CSIR-IIIM Conclude week long
Business Management & IPR Workshop in Srinagar

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

ful session on Financial Management,
focusing on effective resource utiliza-
tion and planning for MSMEs.

Speakers highlighted the impor-
tance of [IPRin protecting innovation,
building strongbrands, and enhancing
business competitiveness. A total of
25 participants attended the workshop,
gaininginsightsinto entrepreneurship,
trademarks, patents,and MSME sup-
port schemes.

The entrepreneurs were urged to
leverage IPRand Ministry schemes to
safeguard theirinnovationsand explore
new growth opportunities.

During the valedictory session,
participants shared positive feed-
back and thanked the Ministry of
MSME for organizing the awareness
program.

Director Horticulture Jammu
takes stock of activities in
Ramban & Doda districts

m HT News Desk / DIPR

JAMMU, OCTOBER 6: Director Horticulture Jam-
mu Gul Sayed along with Assistant Director Horti-
culture Sunil Gupta conducted an extensive two day
tour of Ramban and Doda districts to oversee opera-
tionsand other developmental activities being carried
out in the Horticulture sector in the Chenab region.

He reviewed the implementation of Holistic Ag-
riculture Development Programme (HADP)/ MIDH
& JKCIP in the twin districts.

During the visit, he inspected Government Fruit
Plant Nursery, Batote, Rambanand Khelani and took
stock of the ongoing developmental activities. He
stressed on production of quality grafted planting
material in the nursery.

InDoda District, Director Horticulture and District
Development Council Chairman Dhananter Singh
Kotwal visited MCC Office & Government Fruit Plant
Nursery Kotli Bhaderwah to assess the progress and
achievements.

At MCC office, Director Horticulture Jammu &
DDC Council Chairmandistributed certificatesamong
60 women farmers for successfully completing the
One month training course in fruits and vegetables
processing to produce value added products such as
Jam, Pickle, Candies, Sauces, Squash, Jellys etc.

Meanwhile, the Director inaugurated Agriculture
Service Centre (ASC) at Sungli - Bhaderwah set up by
a beneficiary Rizwan Malik with the assistance of
the department under the flagship JKCIP scheme.

He also inspected the Root Stock Bank of Roshan
Lal at Seri -Bhaderwah, Ultra High- Density apple
orchard of Jaswan Manhas at Basti -Bhaderwah etc.

The Director also convened a meeting of the Hor-
ticulture Development Officers, officials & field func-
tionaries of district Doda.

Later, the Director inspected the site for develop-
ment of Hi-Tech Frosty Fruit Cultivar Centre at Dhar
Sarthal, Kathua. The facility is being developed over
an area of 450 kanal.

The area being of temperate climate, the nursery
is suitable for production of temperate fruit plants.
He was accompanied by DHO Kathua Shakeel Ahmed
and officers from district Doda.

Director Agriculture Kashmir reviews Expenditure under HADP, JKCIP & CSS in Kulgam

m HT News Desk / DIPR

KULGAM, OCTOBER 06: Direc-
tor Agriculture Kashmir, Sartaj
Ahmad Shahtoday chaired areview
meeting at Kulgam to assess the
expenditure and progress under
Holistic Agriculture Development
Programme (HADP), JKCIP and
Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS).

During the meeting, the Direc-
tor took a detailed appraisal of
scheme-wise and component-wise
expenditure, physical achieve-
ments,and targetsrealized by the
department in the district. He
stressed uponthe officerstoensure

tal effects onindividuals and the community at large.

optimum utilization of available
funds and timely completion of

all approved works to provide
maximum benefits to the farming
community.

Onthe occasion Chief Agricul-

ture officer Kulgam gave brief
presentation regarding expendi-

ture status under CSS, CAPEX,
HADP and other schemes before

the chair.

Director highlighted the sig-

nificance of timely expenditure
under HADP, CSS and other inter-

ventions in time bound manner
which will help in transforming
the agriculture sector and di-
rected the officers to maintain
close coordination with field func-
tionaries for effective implemen-
tation.

He further emphasized on the
need for transparency, account-
ability, and result-oriented execu-
tion of all centrally and state-
sponsored programmes.

The Director urged the officers
to maintain a constant interface
with farmers, encourage adoption
of modern technologies and in-
novative practices,and ensure that

the benefits of schemesreach the
grassroot level.

JMC Reviews Sanitation, Waste Management and Cleanliness Measures Across Jammu City

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

JAMMU, OCTOBER 6: To
further strengthen sanitation
services and ensure a clean,
healthy, and sustainable urban
environment, the Joint Com-
missioner (Health & Sanitation),
Jammu Municipal Corporation
(JMC), Abdul Star, today con-
vened a comprehensive review
meeting with Health and San-
itation officials of the Corpora-
tion. The meeting aimed to
assess the existing cleanliness
operations, waste management
practices, and public hygiene
status across all wards of Jam-
mu city.

During the meeting, a wide
range of criticalissues concern-
ing the upkeep and beautification
of the city were discussed in
detail. The Joint Commissioner
reviewed the monitoring of door-
to-door garbage collection ve-
hicles through GPS tracking to
ensure timely coverage of house-
holds and effective waste trans-
portation. He also took stock of
the collection and disposal of
construction and demolition

®© 00 ©

(C&D)waste, emphasizing strict
action against unauthorized
dumpingalongroadsides, drains,
and vacant plots.

The progress on enforcing
the banonSingle Use Plastic (SUP)
was also reviewed. Abdul Star
directed the field stafftointen-
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sify enforcement drives and
impose penalties onviolators as
per Solid Waste Management
Rules.He alsoreviewed the sta-
tus and functionality of public
toilets across the city and in-
structed for theirregular clean-
ing, availability of water, and

maintenance of sanitation fa-
cilities round the clock.
Reviewing the grievance
redressal mechanism on the
Swachh City Portal, the Joint
Commissioner directed officers
toresolve complaints withinthe
stipulated timeframe to uphold

public confidence in the sanita-
tion system. He also emphasized
beat-wise deployment of sanita-
tion workers, ensuring real-time
attendance monitoring and
proper manpower utilization for
comprehensive coverage of all
wards.

Further, the mapping and
deployment of407 and 709 tip-
pers used for garbage transpor-
tation were examined to enhance
route coordination and fuel ef-
ficiency. The functioning and
scheduling of the Nallah Gang
responsible for cleaning drains
and nallahs were discussed in
detail, withinstructions toensure
routine de-silting and clearing
ofblockages to prevent waterlog-
ging during the monsoon season.

While reviewing revenue
generation from sanitation
services, the Joint Commis-
sioner directed officials to
strengthen collection and ac-
counting mechanisms to ensure
transparency. The functioning
of transfer stations and enforce-
ment of penalties for violations
related to littering, open waste
burning, and plastic usage were
also assessed.

Abdul Star alsoreviewed the
progress of composting activities
atNarwal, emphasizing the im-
portance of converting organic
waste into compost to reduce
the burden on dumping sites.
He instructed officers to adopt

sustainable and environment-
friendly disposal methods for
garden and horticulture waste
while encouraging initiatives
promotingrecycling and reuse.

In his concluding remarks,
the Joint Commissioner called
for enhanced field supervision,
inter-departmental coordination,
and active public participation
to ensure lasting cleanliness
outcomes. He stressed that
citizen cooperationis crucialin
maintainingacleanerand green-
er Jammu and urged sanitation
teams to engage regularly with
localresidents, RWAs, and mar-
ket associations for awareness
and behavioural change.

The meeting was attended
by Health Officer Dr. Vinod
Sharma, Sanitation Officers,and
Sanitation Inspectors from all
wards, who assured full com-
mitment to implementing the
directions on the ground. They
also reaffirmed their resolve to
strengthen Jammu’s sanitation
ecosystem through efficient
waste management and con-
tinuous public engagement ini-
tiatives.
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HT EDITORIAL

Set up CA stores for better
returns of fruits produced
in Kashmir

Horticulture is considered to be the mainstay
of Kashmireconomy and the sector contributes
alottowards the Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
of this place. Given the importance of horticul-
tureitisimperative that all the necessary things
are in place and all the facilities are provided
to the people involved with this sector. As on
date there are many things that are missing on
ground even though these are pivotal for the
proper development of this sector.

Controlled Atmosphere (CA) storage is very
important to preserve the fruits and such facili-
ties should be made available to the horticultur-
ists across the valley. In the present day context
just afew CA stores are available to the people
and the same does not suffice to the needs of
horticulturists of Kashmir. It was due to this lack
of facility that the horticulturists were forced to
selltheirproduce inthe recent pastand thattoo
at throw away prices.

Since the shelflife of fruits like apples, pears,
cherry and strawberry is very less, it is impor-
tant that these are preserved for posterity. In
this regard the CA store would be an ideal
place for storage and it would serve a lot of
purposes. For the reasons best known to the
people at helm the development of CA stores
has not taken place on expected lines due to
which the horticulturists are suffering. Private
entrepreneurs have also not devoted their
attention to this aspect and this seems to be
a least priority for them.

As lots of money is required to set up a CA
store only big businessmen can perform this
task. The other option of setting up a CA store
can be in the form of a group of small business-
men joining and pooling their resources in this
regard. ltisimportantthatimmediate measures
are taken in this regard so that in future the fruit
sellers of Kashmir are not forced to sell their
product at cheaperrates. In other words we can
say that distress sales need to be avoidedinthe
horticulture sector.

The government should also lay focus on this
importanttopic and they too should chip in with
efforts in this regard. Providing soft loans to the
self help groups in this respect would go along
way in settling the nerves of the people involved
with the horticulture sector. Once CA stores in
adequate numbers come up across the valley
then only we can say that the government is
serious in developing the horticulture sector.
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Brilliant Bonding

m DrRatan Bhattacharjee

Dr. Jane Goodall is no more. But her legacy is vast.
The Jane Goodall Institute continues its work in over
75 countries —supporting chimp sanctuaries, helping
localcommunities, protecting habitats, fosteringyouth
leadership in environmental stewardship. Her Roots
& Shoots programme has reached millions of young
people worldwide, encouraging them to understand
thatsmallactionscanmakeadifference. Through her
books, speeches, interviews, she altered global con-
sciousness.Shealtered howwe thinkaboutthe animal
kingdom and our place in it. From her early days
crouching by termite moundsin Gombe tolate nights
editing documents virtually until the end, she lived
with a sense of mission — to make the world more
just, more aware, more kind.

It is rare to meet a person whose life so fully
embodies their ideals: in Goodall there was no
separation between study and love, between dis-
covery and care, between science and soul. She
showed that knowledge gained with respect can
lead to understanding; that standing with the
vulnerable — whether chimpanzees or forests or
neglected humans —is notonly an ethical obligation
butapathtoaricherunderstanding of whatitmeans
to be human.What made Dr Goodall unique was
not merely the discoveries she made, but the intimate
relationships she formed with her subjectsin Gombe
— the individual chimpanzees, each with name,
personality, story. Chimps like Flo, the matriarch
she watched with affection; David Greybeard, brave
and curious; Fifi, and many others whose lives she
chronicled. She observed their tenderness, their
grief, their kinship, their war, their joy. In doing so
she blurred the boundary between human and
animal, invited us to see ourselves in them. She
called them individuals, not specimens. And she
learned from them: about love, loyalty, mourning,
about how complex social bonds canbe. Chimpsin
her study used tools, made war, showed jealousy,
joy, fear. They had culture. Her work helped the
world appreciate sentience, to ask deeper ethical
questions about our treatment of all living beings.

Dr Goodall’s path was not without obstacles.
Early fieldwork was physically exhausting, lonely,
sometimes dangerous. Supplies were limited. Fund-
ingoften uncertain. Inlater years, mounting threats
to chimpanzee habitat, poaching, disease, human
encroachment placed her beloved chimpsinincreas-
ing peril. She spoke often of the moral urgency: that
all species depend on healthy ecosystems, that we
cannot separate animal welfare from human wel-
fare. Some scientists questioned her naming of
animals, or anthropomorphizing emotions. Some
criticisms were valid — balancing objectivity with
empathy is difficult. But many came to see that her
empathetic approach was itself revolutionary, not
aliability. Her presence, waiting, listening, bonding,
opened anew way of doing field science. She inspired
generations, especially women, to pursue science
and conservationin ways thatembrace compassion.
The world lost one of its most luminous champions
of natureon 1 October 2025, when DrJane Goodall,
pioneer primatologist, conservationist, and voice
for the voiceless, passed away at the age of 91. Her
death by natural causes was confirmed by the Jane
Goodall Institute. She was in Los Angeles at the
time, engaged in a speaking tour — still active, still
urging humanity toward greater compassion for
the natural world. Bornin London in 1934, Goodall
grew up with a deep curiosity for animals and a
yearning for Africa. Her childhood was marked by
a family that encouraged her to imagine and to
explore; she was drawn to the natural world long
before academic titles or formal training would
define her path. Lacking a university degree ini-
tially, she held jobs — secretary, waitress — to fund
a trip to Africa, where she planned simply to see
wild animals. Her life took a defining turn when
she met the anthropologist Louis Leakey in Kenya
in the late 1950s. Leakey, impressed by her passion
and keen observation skills, gave her an opportu-
nity that would change both science and her life.

In 1960, at about age 26, Goodall began her field
research at Gombe Stream Game Reserve in what is
now Tanzania. She setupacampand observed chim-
panzees in their natural habitat. Her methods were
unorthodox: she named individuals, noted person-
alitiesandrelationships,and waited — sometimes for
very long periods — to see behaviours that others
might have missed. Her patience led to discoveries

With Wildlife

Dr Jane Goodall’s passing leaves
an immense emptiness — among
chimps who no longer wander the
shrinking forests, among
conservationists who have lost a
mentor, among ordinary people
who found in her life a truthful
beacon. Yet she also left
something more enduring than
grief: a template for how to live in
compassion, curiosity, and
courage; a world slightly more
kind, slightly more aware, than
the one she was born into.May
we honour her by carrying
forward her curiosity, her care, her
insistfence that to know another
being is to love them; that fo
protect the vulnerable is fo
safeguard our own humanity

thatwould ripple through science. One of the earliest
and most famous was the observation of a chimpan-
zee she called David Greybeard using a blade of grass
to fish termites from a mound — a tool-use behavior.
Atthat time, it was widely believed that tool-making
and tool-use were exclusive to humans. This finding
forced scientists to rethink what separated human
beings from other primates. She also recorded chim-
panzees hunting, eating meat, engaging in complex
social interactions, expressing emotions, showing
compassion and cruelty. She noted the formation of
politicalalliances, hierarchies, conflicts,and love. Her
work revealed the sensitivity, intelligence, and emo-
tional depth of these creatures — something many
hadlongdenied orignored. Despite her groundbreak-
ing findings, she faced skepticism from parts of the
scientific establishment: her methods labeled senti-
mental; naming animals considered anthropomor-
phism; lacking formal credentials at first. But over
time, the depth of her observations and the consis-
tency of her findings won respect and legitimacy.

In 1965, Goodall earned her PhD from Cambridge
University — aremarkable achievement given that
she did not have an undergraduate degree. Her
doctoral work formalized her empirical findings
and helped pave the way for ethology and primatol-

A

ogytoacceptlong-term field observationand more
human-animal relational approaches.She was not
only a scientist but also a communicator. Goodall
wrote numerous books, many for general audi-
encesand for children, bringing the lives of Gombe’s
chimpanzees into homes around the world. Her
works — for example In the Shadow of Man — moved
readers not just intellectually, but emotionally,
urging them to care. In 1977 she founded the Jane
Goodall Institute, dedicated to wildlife research,
conservation, and education. In 1991 she launched
Roots &Shoots,ayouth program toempower young
people around the world to make a positive differ-
ence for people, animals, and the environment.

Dr Jane Goodall’s passing leaves an immense
emptiness —among chimps who nolonger wander
the shrinking forests,among conservationists who
have lost a mentor, among ordinary people who
found in her life a truthful beacon. Yet she also left
something more enduring than grief: a template
for how to live in compassion, curiosity, and cour-
age; aworld slightly more kind, slightly more aware,
than the one she was born into.May we honour her
by carrying forward her curiosity, her care, her
insistence that to know another being is to love
them; that to protect the vulnerable is to safeguard
our own humanity. Rest in peace, Dr Jane Goodall.
The forest will remember you, and so will we.

Her voice, once soft in the forest and then ring-
ing loud in halls of power, never lost its humility.
She believed in hope: not blind optimism, but
hopeful action. She believed inindividuals making
a difference. She believed, as she often said, that
every single one of us has arole to play.

As her readers and followers multiplied, Good-
all's work moved beyond observation to urgent
advocacy. She spoke out on issues such as habitat
loss, species extinction, climate change, animal
welfare, and the ethical treatment of wildlife. She
insisted that humans are not separate from nature
— that we are deeply entwined, and our future
dependsonhow wetreatother beings and the earth
itself. Eveninto her 80s and 90s, Goodall maintained
an astonishing energy. She travelled widely, spoke
to young people, engaged in public discourse, and
continued to write. Her last book, The Book of Hope:
A Survival Guide for Trying Times (2021), was a
reflection of her optimism: hope not as naive belief,
butasresolve toactand care.Recognition followed.
She was made a Dame of the British Empire, appoint-
ed a United Nations Messenger of Peace. Among
her many honours were the Templeton Prize, the
Presidential Medal of Freedom (awarded in 2025),
and numerous others around the globe.

APJ Abdul Kalam Award Winner writer Dr.
Ratan Bhattacharjee is a former Affiliate
Faculty of English of Virginia Commonwealth
University USA. Email. profratanbhattacha-
rjee@gmail.com
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A Mirror to the Soul of Kashmir

3

Author of the Book: Muhammad Hussain Zafar
Book Review By: Jehangir Bukhari

To begin-with, the book in question can be
described as an endeavor to add a new chapterinto
Urdu literature by adopting the mode of short
story format to reflect the past and contemporary
social fabric of Kashmir

It is well said that Literature has always been a
witness to its time, and in his latest Urdu novel
“Shareefon Ka Mohalla,” the eminent broadcaster
and sensitive writer Muhammad Hussain Zafar
offers such a testimony, one that transcends story-
telling and becomes a reflection of the social,
emotional, and spiritual conflict of Kashmir.

From the very first page, Zafar’s pen flows with
easeand clarity. His prose carries simplicity wrapped
in subtle elegance, and his sentences glide gently,
yet deeply, through the reader’s heart. The author
has not only portrayed the realities of Kashmirilife
but has also captured the hopes, disappointments,
and dreams of its people with remarkable finesse.

A Symbolic Neighborhood A Complete World:

The very title “Shareefon Ka Mohalla” (The
Neighborhood of the Virtuous) draws attention. On
the surface, it appears to describe a common resi-
dential area, yet symbolically, it represents the
entire social fabric of Kashmir. The characters
inhabiting this mohalla come from varied walks of
life, eachrepresentingadistinct emotion and ideol-
ogy. Some embody hope, others despair; some
reflect love, others endurance.

Through its streets, walls, and homes, Zafar
paintsaliving portrait of Kashmir one thatalternates
between pain and tenderness, between tears and
faint smiles.

Language, Style, and Depth:

Zafar's command over lucid and graceful Urdu
sets him apart. He has tried to avoid unnecessary
complexity, preferring simplicity that speaks direct-
ly to the heart. This clarity makes his novel acces-
sible to young readers while keeping it intellectu-
ally engaging for literary minds.

The philosophical depth of “Shareefon Ka Mohal-
1a” lies in Zafar’s ability to view Kashmir not mere-
ly as a political issue but as a human condition. His
writing does notaccuse or provoke; it evokes empa-
thy and reflection. It is this human tone tender yet
truthful that makes his narrative both powerful

and enduring.

Meaning, Emotion, and Impact:

“Shareefon Ka Mohalla” is much more than a
story. It is a social observation captured through art.
Itweaves together satire, sorrow, affection,and hope.

Every element, from the title, cover design,
dialogues, and characters holds symbolic value. The
prose breathes with life; it feels as though Kashmir
itself is speaking through these pages.

For the younger generation, the novel serves as
asource ofintellectual awakening. It reminds read-
ers that literature is not just for entertainment but
for self-reflection and awareness.

Conclusion Drawn about the Book:

As a reader, I would like to acknowledge that
“Shareefon Ka Mohalla” is a remarkable creation by
Muhammad Hussain Zafar, a blend of art, emotion,
and truth. It stands as a significant contribution to
contemporary Urdu fictionand asamirrorreflecting
the culturaland emotional essence of Kashmir. More-
over Zafar proves that when the pen remains honest,
it not only tells stories it enlightens heart to its core.
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Healthy People,
Healthy Nation

m Sahil Manzoor Bhatti

Intoday'sera, people face severe health
issues like obesity, gastrointestinal tract
issues, fatty liver, heart-related issues,
orthopedicissues,and several otherrisks.

Our body plays immense functions;
everyfunctionisunderthe control of nature,
like the process of digestion, blood circula-
tion, and excretion of waste material.

When we keenly observe our body's
functions, it clearly seems someone is in
control, and there are human creatures
thatcando suchmiracles. Alhamdulillah!
Every creature believes there is divine
power behind all the phenomena and
that it makes the functioning of even
invisible particles like cells and atoms.

Cell—Itis the fundamental, structural,
and functional unit of life. Almost every
living organismis made up of cells, wheth-
er it is multicellular or unicellular. There
areabout 25 trillionliving cells inan adult
human. There are different organelles
present in the cell, like

Endoplasmic Reticulum (ER)

A network of membranes is involved

in the synthesis of proteins and lipids.
Golgi Apparatus (or Golgi Complex)

Modifies, sorts,and packages proteins
and lipids for secretion or delivery to
other organelles. Ribosomes are sites of
protein synthesis.

Lysosomes

Sac-like containers containing
enzymes to digest waste materials and
cellular debris.

Vacuoles

Membrane-bound sacs thatcan store
water, nutrients, and waste products.

Peroxisomes

Break down fatty acids and detoxify
harmful substances.

Cytoskeleton

A network of protein filaments that
provides structural support and aids in
cell movement.

Centrioles

Involvedin cell divisioninanimal cells.

Chloroplasts (in plant cells)

Sites of photosynthesis convert light
energy into chemical energy.

Atoms: Every non-living thingis made
up of atoms.

Even so, they are so minute that we
cannot see them with our naked eyes.
The structure of an atom consists of shells
and a central nucleus.  have mentioned
having a mind that Almighty is a super-
power; we humans only study and initi-
ate research work on things that already
existinthe universe.Sosay Alhumdulilah!
And hope for the best; we have a great

mind that can bring revolution, and that
mind also bestowed us our creature.

Itisvery unfortunate that today,inthe
age of cutting-edge technology, we still
lack proper treatment for certain dread-
ful diseases like cancer, AIDS (acquired
human immunodeficiency syndrome),
and several chromosomally effective
syndromes.

Soltried a little bit to understand the
mercies of the almighty upon us and why
we are getting astray. Why do we claim
we are something? We chant, "This coun-
try is powerful; that country is helpless.”
Soalways keepinmind thatevery creature
isimportant and every bit is important.

Today, in this article, I am going to
share my opinion on how regular exercise
isimportant for our good health and how
it will keep us happy, fit, and healthy.

Firstofall, we have tounderstand what
ismore importantinourlives, like health,
money, buildings, fame, etc.

Everyone prioritizes health first and
then goes for other needs. But in today's
era, we motivate people to achieve this
milestone but never motivate them to
first prioritize their health and then go
ahead with full fitness and always keep
a smile on their face.

Some people are lucky that their pro-
fessionis exercise, like workers and labor-
ers, but unfortunately, they earnlittle,an
earning that cannot support their liveli-
hood needs. Laborers deserve immense
applause and beneficial schemes like a

monthly remuneration of 10000 (ten
thousand) minimum so they don't feel
insecure.

Sportsmen arealso lucky that they get
more of it because they are more fit and
healthy, and by playing regularly, they
get fame, charm, money, and all that.

Some people complain that they don't
have time to undergo routine exercises.
[ suggest the home gym.

What is a home gym?

A home gym means you can keep a
separate room, if available, or keep some
basicequipmentso thatall your parts can
get pumped daily.

Ifyouhave a separate room, then keep
adding equipment when you are finan-
cially sound, and request your kind and
kith bring equipment instead of extrava-
gant gifts on different occasions.

Benefits of bodybuilding.

[ was in the 8th class when [ started
doing gym exercises; within Kashmir, it
is commonly known as the iron game.
Then [ met their great and kind people,
like teachers, business personalities,
sports personalities, and government
employees, who helped me and built my
interest. After bearing odds and evens, |
got some joyful feelings, and several
unhealthy things disappeared from me,
like fatigue. I got a glow on my face and
felt hydrated and fresh the whole day. So
I have some experience, and [ am sug-
gesting my beloved friend join a gym to
enhance their personality, keep away

from drugs, build their interest in other
games,and be gentle and kind toeveryone.

Before setting up ahome gym, consult
a good trainer who will help you learn
how you can cover your whole body
regularly and what the mandatory equip-
mentyouneedis,and engage your siblings
and your parents. And [ hope you will
enjoy your life.

We can set up mini gym centersatthe
school level, which may raise awareness
among our pupils, and they may know
the importance and get involved in this
greatand beneficial activity.Ithinkatthe
college level we have gym centers, but
studentsare not gettingachance because
the college administration keeps them
closed under lock so that the equipment
will keep fresh and not rust. It is better
to keep open and allow students who
haveaninterest to enhance theirinterest
in beneficial activities so that they feel
relaxed and get rid of anxiety.

In villages, youngsters are getting
involved in drugs, like starting to smoke,
and engagingin other unnecessary activ-
ities. It is our duty to eradicate evils and
introduce healthy activitiesin oursociety
as a gift.

Gym centers may keep our youth away
from anxiety and depression and keep
their health in good condition.

Exercises truly keep us happy and
healthy and rejuvenate us promptly.

sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.com

INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH & HYGIENE

HEADLINES TODAY

) COLLEGE OF NURSING & ALLIED HEALTH SCIENCES

APPROVED BY J & K PARAMEDICAL & NURSING COUNCIL /INC.
AFFILIATED a UNIVERSITY OF JAMMU

DMISSIONS OPEN

N urs | N g THROUGH BOPEE SCORECARD

C o I I e g e l n (Qmmjpnlmurslngcollagelammu.urg
Jammu

{ ESSCO

PLACEMENTS PVT. LTD
Your Futine begims fere

INVITES CONTRIBUTIONS

ADMISSION

Study 9 9pen

BANGLADESH!

</ MBBS / BDS / Engineering / Other Professional Courses

+/ Top Government & Private Universities

< Hassle-free Admission Process

«7 Viisa, Documentation & Travel Assistance -

Are you a writer, poet, storyteller, columnist, or feature writer
with a passion for literature or health writings? Headlines
Today offers a platform to share:

mm‘ru'ri OF PIJBLK"

c..".?c‘s

T Te
'l
Literature Section: Well-crafted essays, literary articles, *

reflections, and creative writings.

Health Section: Well-researched articles, expert
columns, and in-depth feature reports from
professionals and specialists.

«/ 100% Genuine Consultancy — Trusted by Thousands
Why Choose Us?

© Guaranteed Admissions in Top

O Govt. & Private Universities

© Full Support with Visa, Documentation & Travel

© Affordable Fee Structures

O Experienced & Trusted Consultancy

Send your contributions to:

Dr Basharat Khan
Honorary Editor: Literature & Health
Sections (HT) at

chogalwriter76@gmail.com

D- PHHHMH (RECOGNISED BY PCD

\
(¥}
-‘\ "l |B.SC. (NURSING)
‘G 'R | POST BASIC B_SC. (NURSING)

N GENERAL NURSING & MIDWIFERY ‘=

@ Limaied Seats fuailalle P
Apply Early to "
Secure Your Spot!

Visit us today and take the first step
towards a brighter future!

MULTI-PURPOSE HEALTH WORKER (MIF)

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF THE CITY | STATE-OF-THE-ART INFRASTRUCTURE | 100% PLACEMENT

For Mone Detaals, Condact s Now: | :
YOUR WORDS CAN NSPR, P | v s e v s e
INFORM, AND IGNITE; LET 7006710373 - 7051779981 IPH&H Institutional Campus Near Kangar Morh, Kot Bhalwal , Jammu , J&K - 181122
THEM BE HEARD. info@esscoplacements.com, esscoplacements@gmail.com ) 705"79677 I 808253]0“0 I 8082657200
www.esscoplacements.com
@ 00 © o0 ¢ @

CMK



®

CM K

H:AHEADLINES

TODAY

Srinagar, Tuesday

07-October-2025

VoiceToThe Voiceless

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

HT - NEWS | ADVT

@ @headlinestodaydaily

“ @headlinestoday

B @headlinestodaynews

Satish Sharma visits Kulgam, chairs district review meeting

Also takes stock of availability of essential supplies

B Farooq Rather

KULGAM, OCT 06: Minister
for Food, Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs, Transport, Science
& Technology, Youth Services &
Sports,and ARI& Trainings, Satish
Sharma, who is also the Minis-
terin-charge for Kulgamdistrict,
today visited the district and
chaired acomprehensive district
review meeting at Mini Secre-
tariat here.

The meeting was attended
by Minister for Education, Health
& Social Welfare and MLA D.H
Pora, Sakeenaltoo; MLA Kulgam
M.Y. Tarigami, MLA Devsar Peer-
zadaFeroz Ahmad Shah; Depu-
ty Commissioner Kulgam, Athar
Amir Khan; Director Food,
Civil Supplies and Consumer Af-
fairs, Owais Ahmed besides
Directors from various depart-
ments, Superintending Engineers,
Executive Engineers, and other
district officers.

Emphasizing on better coor-
dination, effective implementa-
tion, and close monitoring of
developmental works, the Min-
ister directed officers to ensure
timely completion of projects
nearing final stages and dedicate
themto the publicatthe earliest.

He instructed departments

toexpedite solar rooftop instal-
lations on shrines and govern-
ment buildings, stressing that
the government’s focus is on
promoting greenenergy, sustain-
ability,and organic development
across sectors.

The Minister also reviewed
thestatusof sportsinfrastructure
and called for enhanced facilities
to engage youth in sports and
recreational activities.

Reviewing winter prepared-
ness, Minister Satish Sharma
took stock of the availability of
essential supplies and directed
KPDCLto ensure uninterrupted
and scheduled power supply
during the winter season. He
instructed the department to
maintain an adequate buffer
stock of transformers and trans-
former oil to meet seasonal de-
mands.

During the meeting, Minister
Sakeenaltoodirected concerned
departments tointensify enforce-
ment drives to curb the sale of
spurious fertilizersand pesticides,
and to commence work on all
approved roads before the onset
of winter.

During the deliberations, the
MLAs urged forregularand qual-
ity water supply to the people
and called for the early comple-

tion of the Brazloo Bridge to
improve connectivity in the
district.

They alsoraised the demand
for an increase in AAY and BPL
ration cards to benefit more de-

serving families and pressed for
the establishment of a Controlled
Atmosphere (CA) store for crop
preservation.

MLAKulgam, M.Y. Tarigami,
urged SKUAST-K and the Horti-

culture Department to take im-
mediate measures to control leaf
miner infestation, ensuring that
farmers do not suffer losses in
next season.

Addressing concernsregard-

ing the leaf miner disease af-
fecting crops, Minister Satish
Sharmainstructed the concerned
departments to provide timely
assistance, technical guidance,
and preventive support to farm-

ers.

Reiterating the government’s
commitment to sustainable and
inclusive development, Minis-
ter Satish Sharmasaid the gov-
ernmentis committed to ensure
thatall people-centric schemes
are implemented effectively,
with a strong focus on green
energy, organic growth, and
transparency at the grassroots
level.

During the meeting Depu-
ty Commissioner Kulgam, Athar
Aamir Khan gave a detailed
Power Point presentation on
the developmental profile of
the district and briefed meet-
ing about the implementation
status of key schemes and pro-
grammes including District
Capex, PMAY-U, PMAY-G, Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM), ISSS, RDSS,
PM Surya Ghar, and other flag-
ship initiatives.

The DC informed that the
Veshow River, being a ferocious
river, has caused erosion and
inundationin several areas dur-
ing recent floods, resulting in
extensive damage to agricul-
tural and horticultural crops.

He also apprised the Minis-
ters about measures taken for
restoration of damaged roads
and bridges.

Tourism Authorities Step Up Infrastructure Push
in Aharbal & Shopian-Dubjan Regions

m Farooq Rather

KULGAM/SHOPIAN, OCT 6: In a
significant move to uplift the tourism
infrastructure and stimulate eco-
nomicactivity in South Kashmir, the
ChiefExecutive Officer (CEO) of Tour-
ism Development Authorities Aharbal
and Shopian-Dubjan Peer ki galli Rouf
Rehman (JkAS)conducted an exten-
sive whirlwind tour of Shopian and
Kulgam districts on Monday.As part
of his continued commitment to
boosting tourismin the twinregions
of Aharbal and Dubjan-Peer Ki Galli,
the CEO chaired anintense four-hour
long review meeting with officers,
field subordinates,and key stakehold-
ers from the tourism sector. The meet-
ing, which concluded at4 PM, focused
on the immediate revitalization of
the sector through infrastructure
upgrades and promotional strategies.
During the meeting, 12 landmark

tourist locations across the jurisdic-
tion were identified for the immedi-
ate installation of signboards to
facilitate localand tourist navigation.
It was also unanimously decided to
install 08 modern digital glow sign-
boards, whichwill serveasinteractive
information panels providing visitors
with updated details on tourism
facilities,attractions, and services
being offered by Aharbal and SDPKG
Tourism Development Authorities.In
addition to the digital boards, 20
traditional glow sign and handwrit-
tenboards arebeinginstalled at stra-
tegically important locations includ
ing:Larkipora,Khudwani,Laroo
Kulgam,DC Office Kulgam,
Chawalgam,Nehama,Aharbal,Gu
rwatan,CEO Office Aharbal,DC Office
Shopian,Mughal Road,Borihallan,
Dubjan,Peer Ki Galli,and other prom-
inent touristaccess points withinthe
ADA/SDPKG jurisdiction.

Speakingto the officersand stake-
holders, the CEO stressed the need
for active, vibrant, and coordinated
efforts to position Aharbal and Dub-
jan as prime tourism destinations in
South Kashmir. He underscored that
enhancing the visibility, accessibility,
and information availability for tour-
ists would be key to unlocking the
region’s vast tourism potential.

This initiative is expected to sig-
nificantly improve visitor experience,
help local communities benefit from
tourism, and bring renewed focus to
offbeat destinations like Aharbal
waterfalls, Peer Ki Galli, and Dubjan
meadows.

The Tourism Development Author-
ities of Aharbal and Shopian-Dubjan
reaffirmed their dedication to sus-
tainable tourism development, aim-
ing to attract more tourists while
preserving the natural and cultural
heritage of the region.

Molvi Imran Ansari Launches Digital
Membership Portal for All J&K Shia Association

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, OCT 6: President of
the All Jammu & Kashmir Associa-
tion, Molvi Imran Raza Ansari,
along with Vice President Irfan
Raza Ansari, today soft-launched
the much-awaited digital member-
ship portal for the Association.

The launch marks the beginning
of a new era of transparency,
participation, and digital inclusion
within the Association. This
initiative comes in response to a
long-pending demand from youth
across various districts, including
Srinagar, Pulwama, Budgam,
Bandipora, and Baramulla, who had
been urging for a structured
membership and electoral process
within the organization.

Speaking on the occasion, Molvi
Imran Ansari said,

“For the first time, our members
will have access to a digital
platform that not only registers
them but also empowers them
with voting rights. This portal will
help us create a transparent,
democratic structure from the
ground up, from Mohalla presi-
dents to district and provincial
representatives. The youth wanted
ownership and participation, and
we are delivering that today.”

The new system enables
volunteers to visit designated
Imam Baras and community
points, where teams equipped with
laptops will register members. The
registration process will collect
essential details including name,
date of birth, qualification, profes-
sion, and blood group etc. Once

®© 00 ©

registered, members will receive a
digital membership card that also
grants them voting rights within
the Association’s democratic

structure.

Molvi Imran added that the
database will serve multiple
community needs.

“This portal will become a social
resource as well, if a person
requires blood, or if a skilled
member is looking for a job
opportunity, the system will help
us connect them directly. It’s not
just about membership; it’s about
building a connected, responsive
community.”

The membership drive is set to
officially begin on October 20,
starting with Budgam district,

where volunteers and registration
points have already been finalized.
A detailed schedule and district-
wise roster will be made public on
October 15.

The initiative aims to institu-
tionalize grassroots democracy
within the Association, ensuring
that every member has a voice in
electing their area’s representatives
— from local elders to state-level
leadership.

Irfan Raza Ansari added, “This is
avisionary step that will strength-
en organizational unity and youth
participation across Jammu and
Kashmir. Our goal is to create a
transparent, accountable, and
people-driven structure for the
future.”

Government of Jammu & Kashmir (U T)
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Machinery Division Kashmir, Mechanical & Hospital Engineering Department, Kashmir.
| Fax No: 0194-2497093 | | website: www.medkashmir.org |

Corrigendum 04 for Retender

Name of work: - 1) Restoring functionality through repairs / maintenance of Bore Well No. 103 of
_department of Agriculture in District Pulwama under implementation of National
Mission of Saffron (under Culuster-1 ).
2) Restoring functionality through repairs / maintenance of Bore Well No. 42 of department
of Agriculture in District Pulwama under implementation of National Mission of Saffron
(under Culuster-1)
This office e-NIT No: - MDSK/TS /2025-26/20 Date:16-07-2025.
(Tender Id: - 2025 PWDIJK 281548 1)
(Tender Id: - 2025 PWDJK 281548 2 )
Due to no response, the above referred e-NIT is retendered through this corrigendum and the critical
dates are extended as under: -

S.No. Description
01. Last date of downloading/
submission of bids

Reference:

New Dates.
15-10-2025 upto 18:55
PM
05-09-2025 at 02:00 PM 16-10-2025 at 02:00 PM
All other terms, conditions and specifications as stipulated in the e-NIT shall remain unchanged.
No: MDSK/TS/3002-05 Date: 04 -10-2025.

DIPK: 6864/25

Previous Dates
04-09-2025 upto 06:55 PM

02. Date of opening of bids online

Sd/
Executive Engineer
Machinery Division, Kashmir.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL
SHAKTI PHE DIVISION BIJBEHARA

e-NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS
NIT No: 32/PHE/BIJ OF 2025-26 ISSUED UNDER ENDORSEMENT No.PHE/BI]/6351-63dated:-03.10.2025

For and on behalf of the LT. Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmire-NIT rate contract of Hire charges of tanker,
tractor, load carrier for providing drinking water supply facilities to the required sites, the tenders are invited from Registered
Transport company with Union Territory of J&K Govt.

Adv. Cost CostofTe

SNo. Nameofwork in lacs nderdoc.( Earnest Class

inRs) Money (inRs)

1 Hire Charges of Tractor/Load carrier for Registered
providing drinking water facilities to the Transport
flood affected areas of Pahalgam section of 0.75 200 1500 Company
JSD(PHE) Subdivision Pahalgam(under
SDRF during floods Aug-Sep 2025.)

The e-NIT consisting of Qualifying information, eligibility criteria specifications, set of terms and conditions of contract and other
details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website:-www.jktenders.gov.in
01 | Dateofpublishing 04-10-2025 / 9:00 AM

02 | Downloadstartdate 04-10-2025 / 9:00 AM

03 | BidSubmissionStartDate
04 | BidsubmissionEnd Date

04-10-2025 /9:00 AM
09-10-2025 / 1:00 PM
09-10-2025 / 02:15PM

05 | DateandtimeofopeningofBids(Online)

The Bidder shall be deposited in electronic format on the departmental website: www.jktenders.gov.inBids must be
accompanied/uploaded with Earnest Money in shape of CDR/FDR (mentioned above), Treasury Receipt as cost of Tender Document
under M.H 0215 to be pledged in favour of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Division Bijbehara (as specified in the table,
besides below mentioned documents. Bids will be opened in the Office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Division
Bijbeharaon date given above. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be
opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

Besides above the biddershould also upload the following documents required under“OtherImportant Documents” (OID)

EarnestMoneyinshapeofCDR/FDRpledgedinfavouroftheExecutiveEngineer]jal
1| Shakti PHE Division Bijbehara ScannedCopy
TreasuryReceipt(T.R)depositedtoMH:0215ascostoftenderdocument
02 | pledgedinfavouroftheExecutiveEngineer]al Shakti PHE Division Bijbehara ScannedCopy
03 [Registered Transport Company-----Registration Certificate ScannedCopy
04 | Latest GSTClearance/ITR//Pancard/Bidders Address oftheagency/driver ScannedCopy
06 HMV/LMVLicenseofthedriver ScannedCopy
07. | Other documents Like RC/Insurance/Pollution (Capacity of Tanker/Tractor) ScannedCopy
/ownership.

Allotherterms,conditionsareasperthePWDform25(Doubleagreementform)/MasterNIT.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti PHE Division Bijbehara

DIPK: 6854/25 | Dated: 06-10-2025
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DC Ganderbal chairs DLRC/ DCC meeting
for quarter ending June-2025

Takes strict note of pendencies on account of disbursal of cases; issues slew of directions for timely clearing pendencies

m HT News Desk / DIPR

GANDERBAL, OCTOBER 06:
To review the quarterly perfor-
mance of the banks and other
line departmentsinthe district
for the first quarter ending June-
2025 for the year 2025-2026,
District Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Ganderbal, Jatin
Kishore Monday chaired District
level Review Committee/ District
Consultative Committee (DLRC/
DCC) meeting, here.

At the outset, DDC took a
thorough review of the perfor-
mance of banks achieved under
various key schemes of the gov-
ernment including, PM]]BY,
PMSBY, KCC, Mission Yuva, and
other social security schemes
toassessthe progress under the
Annual Credit Plan (ACP).

Lead District Manager, Gan-
derbal, presented a comprehen-
sive report detailing the bank-
wise performance invarious key
areas, including deposits, ad-

vances, and Credit Deposit Ratio
(CDR). Credit Deposit Ratio of
the banks stood at 94%.

DDC expressed concern re-
garding the low creditdispensa-
tion in the agriculture sector.
Heemphasized the need forbanks
to increase credit flow to the
agriculture sector to meet the
requirements of farmers. He
directed banks toimprove their
credit dispensation strategies
and ensure that the agricul-
tural sector receives adequate
financial support.

Additionally, district officers
of Agriculture and allied de-
partments were advised to
sponsor more credit-linked
cases under prominent schemes
like the Holistic Agriculture
Development Programme to
the banks. Further, Agriculture
&allied departments along with
banks were directed to ensure
100% saturation of PM Kisan
beneficiaries under the Kisan
Credit Card (KCC) scheme.

DDC took a compressive re-
view of the Mission YUVA cases
and directed all the concerned
branches to dispose-off all the
pending cases within a period
of one week and report compli-

ance.The concerned department,
(Employment Department) was
alsodirected to take up the mat-
ter with the banks for early
resolution of issued faced by
beneficiaries.

In the Micro, Small,and Me-
dium Enterprises (MSME)sector,
banks reported significant prog-
ress, having exceeded the targets
set for the sector under the An-
nual Credit Plan.

The performance under
various Social Security Schemes
(SSS), including Pradhan Man-
tri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMS-
BY), Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Bima Yojana (PM]]JBY),
Pradhan MantriJhan Dhan Yo-
jna (PMJDY) and Atal Pension
Yojana (APY), was alsoreviewed.
In this regard, banks and line
departments were directed to
work together to ensure 100%
enrollment of eligible benefi-
ciaries under these welfare
schemes.

Furthermore, DDC empha-
sized the importance of col-
laboration between banks and
sponsoring agencies in guiding
unemployed youth towards live-
lihood opportunities.Banks were
urged to process cases swiftly
and support youth in gaining
financial independence.

Taking strong note of poor
performance by many bank
branchesinsignificant schemes
of government, DDC directed

Lead District Manager, J&K Bank
to report pendencies related to
social security schemes to his
office as per a proper format. He
also directed Cluster Head to
take weekly review of penden-
cies and submit consolidated
progress to his office.

He stressed that the con-
cerned should not take much
time in disbursement of cases
after sanctioning, and sought
their timely disbursal for the
good of the beneficiaries.

DDCdirected the participants
that the serious issues high-
lighted during the meeting and
are hampering the economic
growth of the district should be
properly followed upon.

Among others, the meeting
was attended by Additional Dis-
trict Development Commis-
sioner, Manzoor Ahmad; ADC,
CPO,GMDIC,LDM,AGMNABARD,
Cluster Head, A.D DE&CC, officers
from line departments, branch
heads of various banks.

SKUAST-K’s NSS Volunteer
Receives National Recognition
for Social Service

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

DDMA Kupwara monitors ongoing weather situation closely

Control room set up, ensures continuity of essential services

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 6: Mohd Firdoos, a dedi-
cated NSS (National Service Scheme) volunteer from
the Faculty of Horticulture, Sher-e-Kashmir Univer-
sity of Agricultural Sciences and Technology, Kashmir
(SKUAST-K) has been conferred the 'My Bharat Na-
tional Service Scheme Award' for the year 2022-23.

This prestigious national honour was conferred
upon the NSS volunteer by President of India, Smt.
Droupadi Murmu during the Bharat National Service
Scheme Awards 2022-23, at the Rashtrapati Bhawan,
New Delhi today.

This prestigious national award recognizes Fir-
doos’s outstanding commitment to community ser-
vice, social upliftment, and public welfare. His efforts
span a wide range of grassroots-level initiatives in-
cluding health, environmental initiatives, and sig-
nificantly contributed to educational empowerment
by offering free coaching and distributing stationery
torural children, thereby improving access to educa-
tion in remote communities.

The recognition not only brings honour to the
university but also reinforces SKUAST-K’s mission of
nurturing future leaders who are driven by compas-
sion and social responsibility under the visionary
leadership of Vice Chancellor, SKUAST-K, Prof. Nazir
Ahmad Ganai, who continues to foster a strong cul-
ture of social responsibility and youth engagement
at the university.

Mohd Firdoos’s journey serves as a powerful ex-
ample of how the youth, when properly mentored
and supported, can make meaningful contributions
to society.

KUPWARA, OCTOBER 06:
District Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) Kupwara has
issued aweather advisoryinlight
of ongoing moderate to heavy
rain and snowfall in the district
due toan active western distur-
bance.

Residents, especially those in
vulnerable and hilly areas such as
Keran, Karnah, Machil, and other

locations nearrivers, nallahs,and
landslide-prone zones, have been
advised toavoid avalanche-prone
andslippery areas and refrain from
unnecessary travel until weather
conditions improve.
Alldistrictand sectoral officers
from departments including Ir-
rigation & Flood Control, Jal Shak-
ti(PHE), Power Development (PDD),
Roads & Buildings, Mechanical
Engineering, Revenue, BEACON,
and Municipal Committees have
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to any emergencies.

been directed to remain at their
respective headquarters with men
and machinery ready to respond

The Deputy Commissioner
assured that sufficient food and
essential commodities are stocked
throughout the district, includ-
ing remote and snowbound areas,
and urged the public not to
panic. The Food, Civil Supplies
& Consumer Affairs Department
has also confirmed adequate

stocks have been placed in bor-
derand remoteregions to prevent
shortages during the current
weather situation.

The district administration is
coordinating with BEACON au-
thorities to ensure timely snow
clearance on crucial roads to main-
tain connectivity.All healthinsti-
tutions are working normally and
adequate supply of medicines is
ensured in all health institutions
including remote areas.

Kaushal Deekshant Samaroh
held at Govt ITI Doda

m HT News Desk / DIPR

DODA, OCTOBER 06: The Government
Industrial Training Institute (ITI) Doda or-
ganised a Skill Convocation Ceremony 2025
for its ITI pass out trainees last weekend.

Assistant Commissioner Revenue Ashraf
Parvaizawarded mementoes & certificates
to the trade wise toppers.

The programme started with the live
streaming of National Level function on
Kaushal Deekshant Samaroh at Vigyan
Bhawan New Delhiaddressed by the Prime
Minister.

The Chief Guest, in his address, con-
gratulated the pass-out trainees for their
hard work and perseverance and asked
them to make the best use of their knowl-
edge to attain professional success. He also
appreciated the performance of the insti-
tutioninimparting quality training in dif-
ferent trades.

Earlier, Superintendent Er. Naresh Singh
in his welcome address, gave a briefaccount
of Skill Training being imparted to the youth
intheInstitute, including one and two Year
duration and short-term skill training
courses under PMKVY, PM Vishwakarma
Surya Ghar, SANKALP etc.

He informed that 69 trainees, who
appeared in the All-India Trade Com-
puter Based Test (CBT), successfully
completed their training in 05 different
trades.

Faculty Members Raiees Ahmad (COPA
Instructor)and Mukhtar Ahmad, Drawing
Instructor (Nodal Officer ITI Doda YUVA
Scheme) also congratulated all the candi-
dates who passed out with flying colors
from ITI Doda. He

The Convocation Ceremony culminat-
ed with handing over of NTC & PNTC Cer-
tificates to the passed-out trainees.

Udhampur: CAO Flags Off 40 Progressive Farmers
on Exposure Visit to KVK Pathankot under ATMA

m HT News Desk / DIPR

UDHAMPUR, OCTOBER 06: Chief Ag-
riculture Officer (CAO) Udhampur, Harbans
Singh, today flagged off a group of 40 pro-
gressive farmers on an exposure visit to
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Pathankot
under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme -
SubMissionon Agriculture Extension (SMAE)
implemented through ATMA (Agricul-
tural Technology Management Agency).

The objective of the visit is to acquaint
farmers with modern agriculturalinnova-
tions, improved technologies, and best
farming practices being demonstrated and
adopted in progressive farming institutions.
The exposure visit serves as a vital com-
ponent of the farmer capacity-building
initiative aimed at bridging the gap between
research and field-level implementation.

During the visit, the farmers will gain
first-hand experience through live dem-
onstrations, field experiments, and technol-
ogy trialsbeing conducted at KVKPathankot.
They will also have the opportunity to
interact directly with scientists, subject
matter specialists, and extension experts,
enabling them tolearn about organic farm-
ing methods, integrated pest and nutrient
management, precision farming, soil health
management, and climate-resilient crop-

ping systems.

Speaking on the occasion, CAO Harbans
Singh encouraged the farmers to make op-
timum use of this opportunity by adopting
innovative and sustainable techniques to
enhance productivity, profitability, and re-
silience in their agricultural practices. He
underscored the importance of continuous
learning and knowledge sharing to ensure
holistic agricultural growth in the district.

The CAO was accompanied by Vinod
Gupta (Mushroom Development Officer),
Pawan Talwar (Apiculture Development
Officer), and other departmental officials.
They highlighted the department’s ongoing
efforts to promote diversification in agri-
culture through mushroom cultivation,
beekeeping, floriculture,and value addition
in farm produce.

The exposure visitis expected toinspire
farmers to replicate successful models ob-
served during the tour and contribute to
the overall agricultural transformation of
Udhampur district. Such initiatives under
ATMA aim to empower the farming com-
munity through knowledge exchange, in-
novation adoption, and sustainable devel-
opment, aligning with the broader goals
of the Holistic Agriculture Development
Programme (HADP) being implemented
across Jammu and Kashmir.

District Road Safety Committee Meeting Held at Kathua

DC Pushes for Effective Implementation of Corrective Measures

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

KATHUA, OCTOBER 6: The
22nd meeting of the District Road
Safety Committee (DRSC) was
today convened under the chair-
manship of Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kathua, Rajesh
Sharma, toreview and strength-
en ongoing initiatives aimed at
ensuring safer roads and reduc-
ingaccidentsacross the district.

The meeting was attended by
Additional Deputy Commission-
er Vishavjeet Singh, Additional
Superintendent of Police Rahul
Charak, Superintending Engineer
PWD (Kathua-SambaCircle), Prin-
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cipal GMC Kathua, Executive
Engineers of PWD (R&B) Kathua,
Basohli, Billawar and Hiranagar,
andrepresentatives fromDegree
Colleges, Border Roads Organisa-
tion (BRO), Police Department,
National Highways Authority of
India(NHAI)and other concerned
departments.

During the meeting, thread-
bare discussions were held on
identifying vulnerable road
stretches, rectification of black
spots, and enforcement of road
safety measures at critical loca-
tions. The Committee also re-
viewed the status of road con-
nectivity affected by recentrains,

damage to culverts and bridges,
and related issues impacting
traffic movement and com-
muter safety.

Speaking on the occasion,
DC Rajesh Sharma emphasized
the need for a coordinated inter-
departmental approach to ef-
fectively minimizeroad accidents
and enhance commuter safety.
He reiterated that the District
Administration has adopted a
comprehensive and data-driven
plan to strengthen road infra-
structure,improve signage, and
ensure the scientific design of
junctions and pedestrian cross-
ings.

The DCdirected the Executive
Engineers of BRO, PWD (R&B)
and PMGSY to ensure regular
upkeep and maintenance of
accident-prone roads, espe-
ciallyinhilly and rural areas.He

also called for the installation
of crash barriers, reflective sig-
nage, and rumble strips at crit-
ical points to alert drivers and
prevent mishaps.

Highlighting the importance
of publicawareness, the DCurged
the Education Department and
Transport Authorities to jointly
organize road safety awareness
camps, helmetand seatbeltdrives,
and trafficrule sensitization ses-
sions in schools, colleges, and
market areas.Healsodirected for
intensified enforcement to curb
over-speeding, rashdriving, over-
loading, and drunken driving.

The DC further instructed

the concerned authorities to
decongest city roads, especially
around GMCKathua, Bus Stand,
Shaheedi Chowk, and other busy
intersections, to ensure smooth
vehicular movement. He called
upon the Motor Vehicle and Traf-
ficPolice toensure strict compli-
ance withroad safety normsand
to take stern action against ha-
bitual violators.

The Superintending Engineer
PWD was directed to identify
twocriticalroadsineachdivision
forimmediate repair and main-
tenance to enhance commuter
safety and prevent accidents.
The DCalso asked NHAIand BRO

to expedite repair of damaged
road portionsand improve drain-
age systems along highways to
avoid waterlogging during heavy
rains.

Concluding the meeting, the
DCstressed thatroad safety is
asharedresponsibility requir-
ing continuous coordination
between departments and ac-
tive cooperation from the pub-
lic. Hedirected all line depart-
ments to submita status report
onaction taken againstidenti-
fied black spots and progress
achieved in implementing
safety measures before the next
review meeting.
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AAP submits public petitions to Goa
CM demanding road repairs

m United News of India

NEW DELHI, OCT 6: The Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP)today said that
it has delivered over one lakh
signed letters to the Goa Secre-
tariat, demanding the state gov-
ernment address the deteriorat-
ing condition of the publicroads.
The AAPsaid that theletters were
collected as part of the party's
'BJP Che Burak' campaign.

AAPNational ConvenorArvind
Kejriwal, who flagged off a truck
carrying the petitions in Panjim,
said that the signatures represent
approximately one-third of all
families in Goa.

He cited his own recent trav-

elexperiencesin the state, claim-
ing that road conditions were so
poor thatdetours were necessary
toavoid the worst sections. Kejri-
walalsoalleged that citizens face
intimidation when demanding
roadrepairsand accused the gov-
ernment of corruption in road
construction projects.

"The people want proper
roads. Every day, accidents are
taking place because of these
potholes,” Kejriwal said during
the event in Panjim.

Healsoexpressed concernthat
the poorinfrastructure damages
India's reputation among the
international tourists who fre-
quently visit Goa. AAP leaders,

including Goa President Amit
Palekar and MLAs Venzy Viegas
and Cruz Silva, later submitted
theletterstothe Secretariat. Pale-
kar said that the party would
follow up with the government
to ensure actual repairs are con-
ducted, noting that past govern-
ment assurances on this issue
have not yielded results.

MLA Venzy Viegas claimed
thatseveral fatalities and injuries
have occurred due to the poor
road conditions, citing a recent
incident where an ambulance
reportedly overturned in Por-
vorim.MLA CruzSilvaadded that
public trust in the government's
promises has diminished. UNI

NIA chargesheets
Rahul Sarkar in Lawrence
Bishnoi-BKI terror
conspiracy case

m United News of India

NEW DELHI OCT 6: The National Investigation
Agency (NIA)today chargesheeted anotheraccused
in the 2022 case involving the Lawrence Bishnoi
gang and its nexus with the banned Babbar Khalsa
International (BKI) terrorist organization.

The case pertains to a terror conspiracy hatched
by the dreaded Lawrence Bishnoi ganginassociation
with BKI to spread terrorism in India.

In its fifth chargesheet filed before the NIA Spe-
cial CourtatPatialaHouse, Delhi, the NIA has charged
Rahul Sarkar for facilitating gang members commit
terror activities. Besides assisting them in fleeing

the country, he was involved in preparing and
arranging forged identity documents like Aadhaar
Cards, Voter IDs and Bank Passbooks.

Investigationsrevealed that Sarkar used these fake
documentstoaid gangmembers,including co-accused
Sachin Bishnoi, in fraudulently procuring passports
to escape India and continue their terror activities.
Rahul Sarkaris the 22nd accused to be chargesheeted
sofar. Ofthese, 18, including Sarkar, have been arrest-
ed, while four are absconding.

The case was originally registered by the Delhi
Police Special Cell on August 4,2022.The NIA, which
took over the investigation on August 26 the same
year, is continuing to probe the terror-gangster
nexus. UNI

Trump has not abandoned spirit of Anchorage
summit, says former US National Intelligence official

m United News of India

WASHINGTON, OCT 6: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has not aban-
donedthe spirit of the Aug 15, Anchor-
age summit where he met his Russian
counterpart President Vladimir Putin,
amid Washington's continued deliv-
ery of weapon systems to Ukraine,
said former National Intelligence
Council official Graham Fuller.

The Anchorage summit - though
failinginits ability toreach an agree-
mentonreachingasettlement - was
marked success nonetheless, reopen-
ing communications between Mos-
cow and Washington after years of
deadlock,and significantly improving
bilateral relations.

Speaking to TASS, Fuller remarked
that sending weapons to Kyiv is not
a betrayal or rejection of that spirit.

Further commenting on the weap-
onsdeliveries to Ukraine under Trump
and the openness to deliver Toma-
hawk cruise missiles to Kyiv, and
reports about Washington providing
Kyiv with information for strikes on
Russia'senergyinfrastructure, Fuller
said, "I would not say that he has
abandoned the Anchorage, the spir-
it of Anchorage, if you will.

"[ think that, probably is, some-
thing that is fairly deep in his mind,
even in his heart, as the kind of leg-
acy he would like to leave behind as
a great statesman who was able to,
youknow,accomplish rapprochement
and settlement with Russia."

"I'm not ready to say, Oh, my God,
it's all finished, Anchorage has been
lost.Ithink Trump is quite capable of
suddenly changing his mind, acting
impulsively,andIcould evenimagine
him picking up the phone to talk to
Vladimir Putin at some point,"” he
noted. "I'm far from being in the posi-
tion of saying that it's all finished and
it'sheadingirrevocably towards(world)

"

war.
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He opined that the situation, and
its contextual complexities must be
takenintoaccountwhen considering
Trump's policy on Ukraine, saying
that it is important to consider the
current developments around Kyiv
"in broader context of the character
and nature of Donald Trump."

"We all know that he's very vola-
tile, changes his mind all the time, is
not well informed on details, has no
strategic vision," the former intelli-
gence official said.

"But I think he has some sort of
<..> fingertip feel for situations and
people, which helps him manoeuvre
through some of these issues.”
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"Atthe same time, I'm sure you've
heard the expression that people say
that Donald Trump's views reflect
thelast person who spoke to him, last
person he talked to. I think there's
probably some truth to that," Fuller
continued. The former US official also
said with surety that Trump "doesn't
want to be the president who is
accused of 'losing Ukraine'" In his
opinion, "there are a lot of other
forces at work within his own party.”

Commenting on the political dif-
ficulties of the matter,headded "They
hate anything he wants to do, and
that makes difficulties in creating
policy." UNI

SC issues notice to
Centre on plea challenging
Constitutional validity of STT

m United News of India

NEW DELHI, OCT 6: The Supreme Court today issued
notice to the Central government on a writ petition chal-
lenging the constitutional validity of the Securities
Transaction Tax (STT), which is levied on the buying and
selling of stocks and other securities on Indian stock
exchanges under the Finance Act, 2004.

ABench comprising Justice J.B. Pardiwala and Justice
K\V. Viswanathan issued the notice, returnable in four
weeks.

“The principal argument canvassed before us is that
the Securities Transaction Tax is the only tax levied in
the country on the mere act of carrying out a profession
and is sought to be levied irrespective of whether a

profit is derived or not.

This, according to the petitioner, renders the levy
almost punitive or deterrent in nature.

Otherwise, all other taxes in India are levied on prof-
its at the year-end, but the STT is imposed even if the
stock market trader operates at a loss.

Issue notice, returnable in four weeks,” the Court
recorded.

The writ petition, filed by stock market trader Aseem
Juneja, seeks a declaration that STT is unconstitutional
asitviolates Articles 14, 19(1)(g), and 21 of the Constitu-
tion.

In the alternative, Juneja has sought a direction to
allow adjustment of STT paid during a financial year
against short-term or long-term capital gains tax liabil-
ity, similar to how Tax Deducted at Source (TDS) is
adjusted for salaried individuals.

The petitioner hasargued that STT amounts to double
taxation, since traders pay capital gains tax on profits
while also being charged STT on every transaction.

He pointed out that while short-term or long-term
capital gains taxes are levied on profits, STT currently 0.1
percent on both buy and sell sides for delivery trades, is
imposed regardless of whether profit or loss is made.

Juneja further contended that STT is unique because
it applies even when a trader incurs losses, making it
punitive in nature.

“STTis applicable to the rupee value of shares bought
orsold, notonactual profits. There isno other taxin India
where a professional is taxed despite making aloss. Such
alevyontransactionsrather than profitsisarbitraryand
violates Articles 14, 21, and 19(1)(g),” the plea states.

Drawing an analogy, the petitioner compared STT to
taxing a doctor on every consultation fee received even
if the practice ultimately incurs a loss.

The petition notes that while STT was introduced in
2004 to curb tax evasion and function like TDS, it lacks
any mechanism for adjustment or refund against final
tax liability, effectively forcing traders to pay both STT
and capital gains tax.

The plea also highlights that major global financial
markets such as the United States, Germany, Singapore,
and Japan do not impose such a tax.

The petitioner has urged the Supreme Court to either
strike down the STT as unconstitutional or direct that it
be adjusted against capital gains tax liability. UNI

CPI(M), lawyers’ bodies condemn shoe-throwing incident

targeting CJI B.R. Gavai insi

m United News of India

de Supreme Court

NEW DELHI, OCT 6: After
a lawyer allegedly hurled a
shoe at Chief Justice of India
B.R.Gavaiinside the Supreme
Court, the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) and the All
India Lawyers union (AILU)
today issued strong state-
ments condemning the act,
describing it as a “blatant
attack” on judicial indepen-
dence and secular values.

According to reports, the
incident occurred inside the
ChiefJustice’s courtroomjust
as proceedings had begun.

Eyewitnesses said an elder-
ly advocate raised slogans
invoking “Sanatan Dharma”
before throwing a shoe
towards the Bench.

The object, however, did
not reach the Chief Justice.

The accused, identified as
Kishore Rakesh, reportedly
possessed a proximity card
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issued to lawyers and clerks
in the Supreme Court.

Maintaining composure,
CJIGavaireportedly told those
present, “l am the last person
to be affected by such things.
Please continue,” and resumed
proceedings without inter-
ruption.

Inits official statement, the
CPI(M) Polit Bureau termed
theact “shocking and deplor-
able,” attributingitto “Manu-
vadi and communal venom”
allegedly spread by Hindutva
forces.

The party accused certain
political leaders of fostering
anatmosphere ofintolerance
and called upon the union
government to ensure ade-
quate protection for the Chief
Justice and the judiciary:.

The AILU, led by President
Bikas Ranjan Bhattacharya
and General Secretary PV.
Surendranath, described the
incident as “a blatant attack

onthe Supreme Courtandthe
Constitution itself.”

The lawyers’ body said it
should not be viewed as an
isolated act but as part of a
“viciousvilificationcampaign”
againstjudicialindependence.

It urged the legal frater-
nity to register a democratic
protestand demanded a thor-
ough investigation into the
matter.

The Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA)alsoissued

astrongly worded statement,
condemning the act as “rep-
rehensible,” “unbecoming of
an officer of the Court,” and
“a direct assault on judicial
independence.”

The SCBA linked the out-

rage to online backlash over
Justice Gavai'sremarks in the
Khajuraho Vishnuldol Resto-
ration case, where he had
emphasised respect for all
religions, a statement later
distorted on social media.
Similarly, the Supreme
Court Advocates-on-Record
Association (SCOARA)
denounced the incident as
“cowardly” and “unbecoming
of a member of the Bar.”
Itsaid such conduct “strikes
at the core of mutual respect
between the Bench and the
Bar” and erodes public faith
in the justice system.
SCOARA reaffirmed its
solidarity with the Chief Jus-
tice of India and the Supreme
Court, urging all members of
the legal fraternity to uphold
professional decorumand the
dignity of the institution.
SCOARA further suggested
that the Supreme Court may
take suo motu cognisance of

the act and initiate contempt
proceedings, emphasising
thatfreedomof speech carries
aninherent duty of restraint,
especially for officers of the
Court.

Earlier in the day, the
courtroom briefly descended
intochaoswhen theadvocate,
dressed in formal attire and
carrying a bag and papers,
attempted to confront the CJI.

He was swiftly restrained
and escorted out by security
personnel. As he was taken
out, he reportedly shouted,
“Sanatan ka apmaan nahi
sahega Hindustan.”

Later, the lawyer apolo-
gised before Justice K. Vinod
Chandran, stating that his
actions were directed only
toward Justice Gavai.

The CJI had said, “I respect
allreligions,” while responding
to misinterpretations of his
remarks made during the Kha-
jurahoVishnuldol matter. UNI
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m ESPNcricinfo

NEW DELHI: Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma have been picked in India's
ODI squad for the series in Australia
starting on October 19, marking their
international comebacks afterlast play-
ing in the 2025 Champions Trophy
final in March. The squad will be led
by Shubman Gill, who has replaced
Rohitas the ODI captain, with Shreyas
Iyer the vice-captain.

The selection panel, headed by for-
mer India fast bowler Ajit Agarkar, met
on Saturday in Ahmedabad, where
India won the first Test of the series
against West Indies by an innings and
140 runs.

There are five changes to the ODI
squad from the 15 that won the Cham-
pions Trophy in the UAE in March: Ra-
vindra Jadeja and Varun Chakravarthy
aremissing, Hardik Pandyais recovering
from a quadriceps injury, Rishabh Pant
has not yet fully recovered from the
broken foot he suffered in England, and
Jasprit Bumrah has been rested. They
have beenreplaced by allrounder Nitish
Kumar Reddy, who was injured for the
Champions Trophy, Mohammed Siraj,
Arshdeep Singh, Prasidh Krishna, Dhruv
Jurel and Yashasvi Jaiswal. Agarkar in-
dicated that Gill and Rohit were likely
toopeninthe ODIs, which means Jaisw-
al could miss out on a place in the start-
ingXI. He alsosaid Jurel was picked ahead
of Sanju Samson in the ODI squad due
to batting position, while KL Rahul is
likely to remain the first-choice wick-
etkeeper.

"With regards to Jaddu [Jadeja], I
mean look, at the moment to take two
left-arm spinners to Australia is not
possible. Heis clearly in the scheme of
things with how good he is, but there
will be some competition for places,”

Agarkar said. "Of course he was there
inthe Champions Trophy squad, because
we took those extra spinners with the
conditions there [in UAE]. At the mo-
ment we could only carry one and get
some balance in the team with Washi
[Washington Sundar]and Kuldeep there
as well. I don't think we are going to
need more than that in Australia. It's
ashortseries, you can'taccommodate
everyone and unfortunately at the mo-
ment heis missing out, butit's nothing
more than that."

Bumrah is part of the T20I squad
for the five matches in Australia after
the ODI series. The only change to the
T20I squad that won the Asia Cup last
month is Hardik being replaced by
Reddy, while Washington has been
added, making it a squad of 16.

"We have already rested him for
the one-day games. When we can
manage his workload, we will do that,"
Agarkar said about Bumrah. "Wher-
ever you can give him a break, you
will, because we all know how im-
portant heis, but we have also got to
seewhatisintheinterest of the team.
And when we need him to play, he is
always available, but we will look
after [him]. Not just him, Siraj bowls
alot of overs as well. There are other
guys who do play Test cricket, who
will end up having a lot of bowling
to do, so we will try and manage all
the seamers, so that we minimise the
risk of injuries."

Agarkar indicated that Gill and
Rohit were likely to open in the ODIs,
which means Jaiswal could miss out
on a place in the starting XI. He also
said Jurel was picked ahead of Sanju
Samson in the ODI squad due to bat-
ting position, while KL Rahul is like-
ly to remain the first-choice wicket-
keeper.
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Dubey and Thakur seal Irani Cup title for Vidarbha

Yash Dhull's 92 and Manav Suthar's unbeaten 56 made life briefly uncomfortable for Vidarbha

m  Sreshth Shah

NAGPUR: Rest of India's Yash Dhull
produced a valiant 92 in the fourth in-
nings to briefly threaten a come-from-
behind win, but Vidarbha tore down
his resistance to win the 2025-26 Irani
Cup for the third time since 2017-18.

Starting the final day at 30 for 2
in pursuit of a 361-run target, Rest
of India lost overnight batter and
captain Rajat Patidar early when he
drove uppishly for a caught-and-
bowled to Aditya Thakare. Ruturaj
Gaikwad then lasted only 19 balls
before edging Darshan Nalkande to
the wicketkeeper.

IshanKishan, the other overnight
batter, lost his patience after 64 balls
and came down the wicket to hole
outon 35 to deep midwicket off left-
arm spinner Harsh Dubey. When
Saransh Jain was Ibw off left-arm
spinner Harsh Rakhade, Rest of Ira-
ni were reeling at 133 for 6.

However, 22-year-old Dhull, batting
at No. 6, gave Rest of India hope by
scoringatabriskrate alongside amore

subdued Manav Suthar in a 104-run
seventh-wicket stand. Dhull struck
eight fours and a six for a 117-ball 92
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before playing an uppercut off Yash
Thakur to deep third that couldn't clear
the boundary. The frustration - and

relief- was clearly visible on the faces
of the namesakes as they exchanged
words after the dismissal. Next ball,
Thakur cleaned up Anshul Kamboj's
stumps with a length ball jagging in,
and with Rest of India at 237 for 8,
victory was in sight for Vidarbha.
When Dubey tossed one up to
Akash Deep next, his expansive
cover drive found air and when he
looked back, his poles were flattened.
Suthar battled on with the No. 11
Gurnoor Brar to earn his sixth first-
class fifty. Dubey picked off the final
wicket to finish with 4 for 73.
Earlier in the game, Vidarbha
rode on Atharva Taide's 143 and
YashRathod's 91 in the firstinnings
to post 342. Thakur then took a
four-for to skittle Rest of India for
214 despite half-centuries from
Patidar and Abhimanyu Easwaran.
Afour-wicket haul from Kamboj in
the third innings then restricted
Vidarbhato232.Butatarget of 361
inthe fourth innings turned out to
be too steep for Rest of India.
ESPNCricinfo
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