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Next DGP-IGP Conference To
Discuss J&6K Situation, Other Issues

PM Modi, HM Shah to attend

Jammu Gears Up For
Vibrant Dussehra Today

m  HT News Network

LG greets people
on Vijayadashami

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, OCT 01: As the city of temples
prepares to immerse itself in the joyous fer-
vor of Dussehra on October 2, the authorities
haverolled out comprehensive arrangements
to ensure a safe and seamless celebration of
the festival.

Thousands of devotees are expected to
flock to key venues across Jammu for Ram-
lila enactments, processions and the iconic
burning of Ravana's effigy, marking the cul-
mination of the nine-day Navratri festivities.

Dussehra, also known as Vijayadashami,
commemorates Lord Rama's victory over the
demon king Ravana, as narrated in the epic
Ramayana.

In Jammu, the celebrations blend deep-
rooted spiritual traditions with community
spirit, featuring elaborate stage performanc-
es, cultural parades and family gatherings.

Preparations have beenin full swing since
mid-September, with effigies of Ravana,

m  HT News Network

NEW DELHI, OCT 01: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah are set to attend the All India
DGP-IGP Conference in Chhattisgarh in
November, where top police officials from
across the country will deliberate on key
issues including internal security, anti-
Naxal operations, cyber security, the fight
againstnarcotics, the situationin Jammu
and Kashmir, and border management.

Accordingto the details available with
the news agency—Kashmir News Observ-
er(KNO)the 60th edition of the three-day
conference beginning November 28 will
be inaugurated by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, while the valedictory session e
islikely to be attended by Prime Minister

SRINAGAR, OCT 01: The Lieutenant
Governor, Manoj Sinha, has greeted the
people on the eve of Vijayadashami.

In a message, the Lieutenant Governor
@ Turn on Page 2

CM greets people
on Dussehra

m  HT News Desk

n N
SRINAGAR, OCT 01: Chief Minister

Narendra Modi, said an official.

He said about 250 officers in the rank
of DGP and IGP will attend the event
physically while more than 200 others
would participate virtually, said an official.

He said the special focus at the confer-
ence will be on Naxal-affected regions. It
is expected to discuss ways to build fur-
ther on these gains and chalk out new
strategies. “Other key issues that will

come up for discussions include internal
security, cyber security, the fight against
narcotics, the situation in Jammu and

Kashmir and border management.”
® Turnon Page 2

Kumbhakarna and Meghnath being meticu-
lously crafted at temple complexes and com-
munity grounds.

The highlight of tomorrow's celebrations
@ Turn on Page 2

Omar Abdullah Wednesday extended
warm greetings to the people of Jammu

and Kashmir on the auspicious occasion
@ Tumn on Page 2

Cabinet okays 3% hike in
DA, DR for employees,

pensioners

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCT 01: In a major relief for govern-
mentstaffand retirees, the Union Cabinet on Wednes-
day approved a 3 per cent increase in Dearness
Allowance (DA)and Dearness Relief(DR). The decision
will benefit nearly 49.19 lakh central government
employees and 68.72 lakh pensioners across the
country.

The hike, effective from July 1, 2025, raises the
DA/DR from the existing 55 per cent to 58 per cent
of the basic pay or pension. The revision aims to
offset theimpactofinflation onsalaries and pensions.

Briefing the media on the Cabinet decisions, Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said the move would put an additional burden of Rs

10,083.96 crore per year on the exchequer.
@ Turnon Page 2

NO SEDITION, RELIGIOUS VIOLENCE CASE
REPORTED IN J&K IN 2023, REVEALS NCRB DATA

UT EMERGES AS INDIA'S MOST COMMUNAL-FRIENDLY REGION

m  HT News Desk / KNO

SRINAGAR, OCT 01: Jammu
and Kashmir did not record a

single case of communal or reli-
gious violence in 2023, reveals
the annual report of the Nation-
al Crime Records Bureau (NCRB).

The report which is in pos-
session of the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO)
states that while 425 riot cases

were registered involving 655
people, none of them were linked
to communal tensions. No sedi-
tioncaseswereregistered during

the year either.
The report, as per the news

agency- Kashmir News
@ Tumn on Page 2

‘Under present PPA’s, J&K
unlikely to cater power
demand by 2034-35’

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, OCT 01: With the present
and other planned Power Purchase
Agreements (PPAs) or a Transmission

Service Agreement (TSA), Jammu and
@ Turn on Page 2

Ladakh LG Chairs Security Review Meeting,
Says Restrictions To Be Lifted In A Phased Manner

m  HT News Network

LEH, OCT 1: Ladakh Lt Governor Kavin-
der Gupta on Wednesday reviewed the
prevailing law and order situation in the
Union Territory (UT), assuring people of

liftingin a phased manner of restrictions
imposed in the aftermath of last week’s
violence.

Gupta has been holding high-level
meetings twice daily,onein the morning
and another in the evening, for the past

week following violent clashes on Sep-
tember 24 that left four people dead and
scores of others injured over their agita-
tion demanding grant of statehood to

Ladakh and its inclusion in the Sixth
@ Turn on Page 2

Pak Shelling Hit J&K Border Villages Rebuild

Celebrate Peace with Weddings, Festivities

m  HT News Desk / KNO

BARAMULLA, OCT 01: Life is
fastreturningtonormalinvillages
along the Line of Control (LoC) and
International Border months after
suffering heavy damagein Pakistan

shelling following the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack, which left
26 civilians, mostly tourists dead.

Pertinently, after Indian armed
forces destroyed nine terrorist
camps deep inside Pakistan and
PoK, the neighbouring country

resorted to heavy shelling on the
civilians in frontier areas leading
tolossoflives and widespread dam-
age to property. After 4 days of
skirmishes, Pakistan Director Gen-
eral of Military Operations (DGMO)
reached out to his counterpart in

India and requested for the cessa-
tion of hostilities, which led to the
truce between the two nations.
Since then, residents told the
news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO) life is gradually
@ Tumn on Page 2

Your are cordially invited to join us in

remembering and celebrating the life and
legacy of Late Atiga Bano

being observed as
Road. The premises once served as

Geelani’s residence and office, from . L%zzm—e-%era‘;
where he led the Hurriyat Conference. L & ' r }J

J&K Police attach TeH Headquarters

m  HT News Network

JKPSC ignoring LG’s
directions, says JKAS aspirants
SRINAGAR, OCT 01:Inamajorcrack-
m  HT News Network down on separatist networks, Jammu
and Kashmir Police on Wednesday
attached the headquarters of Tehreek-
e-Hurriyat, the outfit founded by late
separatist leader Syed Ali Geelani, in
Srinagar.

Officials said the attached property
comprises a three-storey building on
one kanal and one marla of land in
Hyderpora, located along the Airport

The action was taken under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) in connection with a case reg-
istered at Budgam police station. Police
said the attachment followed “col-
lected evidence” and due approval from
the competent authority.

Tehreek-e-Hurriyat was banned by

the Union Home Ministry in 2023
@ Turn on Page 2

A Tribute to Late Atiga Bano's Contributions through

SRINAGAR, OCT 1: Despite a letter from the Lieutenant
Governor’s office to the Jammu and Kashmir Public Service
Commission (JKPSC) urging it to look into the matter, nothing
has been done for the last six months, leaving a group of JKAS
aspirants frustrated and demanding immediate redressal.

The candidates, who appeared in the JKAS examination
@ Turn on Page 2

Meeras Mahal Museum

Organized by Majlisun Nisa, Jammu & Kashmir

in collaboration with

Meeras Mahal Museum Sopore and

Adbee Markaz Kamraz

Venue: Meeras Mahal Museum,
Highland Colony Opposite Govt. ITl, Sopore
Date: 5 October 2025 Time: 10:30 am

PM Modi hails RSS’s role in nation-building

m  HT News Network

NEW DELHI, OCT 01: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on

the organisation never displayed
any bitterness despite several
attacks on it as it continued to
work on the principle of nation
first.

Participatinginthe centenary
celebrations of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) here,
Modihighlighted the contribution

of the country with the goal of
fostering harmony by removing
divisions of caste or creed and
spreading the message of aninclu-
sive society.

“The Sangh has fought against
the atrocities of the British. Their
onlyinterest hasalwaysbeenlove
towards the nation,” Modi said,

itsleaders werealsojailed during
the freedom struggle.
The prime minister said there

have been numerous attempts
@ Turn on Page 2
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Muzamil Bashir
President
Meeras Mahal Museum

Wednesdaylauded theRSSonits  of the Sangh in nation-building - LN adding that Sangh volunteers gave Dr. Rafeeq Masoodi Shabnum Tilgami
centenary celebrations, and said  and said it reached every corner )»ﬁf ‘ shelter to freedom fighters and _ Advisor Gen. Secretary
' Majlisun Nisa J&K Sopore Adbee Markaz Kamraz

For Enquiries please call 9419038953, 9622741287
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Next DGP-IGP.....

The Union Home Minister has already set
a deadline of March 31, 2026 to completely
wipe out the Naxal menace from the country.

Notably, since 2014, PM Modi has taken a
keen interest in the DGP conference. Free
flowing thematic discussions over breakfast,
lunch and dinner have also been planned in
the conference.

The event will provide an opportunity to
senior police officials to share their views
and recommendations on key policing and
internal security issues affecting the country
to the Prime Minister.

Till 2013, the annual meet was held in
New Delhi. However, after the PM Modi led
government came to power, it was decided to
hold the event, organised by the Ministry of
Home Affairs and the Intelligence Bureau,
outside the national capital—(KNO)

Jammu Gears.....

will be the grand Ramlila performances
and the ceremonial effigy burning at major
venues such as the Parade Grounds, Gandhi
Nagar Dussehra Ground and grounds near
historic sites like Kol Kandoli and Bawe Mata
Mandir.

According to district administration
guidelines, events are slated to begin early in
the morning with special pujas and aartis at
prominent temples, followed by processions
that weave through the city's bustling
streets.

Devotional programs and Shobha Yatras
(grand processions) starting from local
temples including floral tributes to Goddess
Durga and Lord Rama.

After culminating Ramlila enactments
depicting the final battle between Rama and
Ravana at designated open grounds.

The much-anticipated burning of massive
Ravana effigies would be accompanied by
fireworks and cultural shows. Fairs (melas)
with traditional games, food stalls and
handicraft exhibitions will light up areas
around the venues until late night.

Additional attractions include community
feasts, bhajans and dance performances
showcasing Dogra folk arts.

The Jammu Municipal Corporation (JMC)
has organized special sanitation drives along
procession routes and congregation sites to
maintain hygiene.

Devotees are urged to arrive early to avoid
crowds with parking facilities arranged at
peripheral lots.

Elaborate security and civic arrangements
in light of the large gatherings anticipated,
the Jammu and Kashmir Police, in coordina-
tion with district authorities, have imple-
mented multi-layered security protocols to
ensure public safety.

Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC)
Ansuya Jamwal reviewed these preparations
earlier this month, emphasizing coordinated
efforts from all departments.

As per officials, over 500 police officers,
including specialized anti-goon squads will
be stationed across 14 sectors in the city,
with a focus on high-footfall areas.

Quick Response Teams (QRTs) and bomb
disposal squads will patrol procession routes.

Enhanced CCTV coverage with 100+
cameras at temples, stadiums and key
junctions, integrated with real-time moni-
toring from a central command center.

Drones will provide aerial oversight
during evening events. Diversions on major
roads like NH-44 and routes to the sports
stadium from 2:00 PM onwards.

Commuters are advised to use public
transport or alternate paths to minimize
disruptions. Fire and Emergency teams will
have tenders on standby at all effigy-burning
sites, while the Health Department will
deploy medical camps with ambulances and
paramedics. The Jal Shakti Department
guarantees uninterrupted potable water sup-
ply via tankers at venues. (KNO)

LG greets.....

has said,” On the joyous occasion of
Vijayadashami, I extend my warm greetings
and good wishes to all for their happiness,
well-being and prosperity.

Vijayadashami symbolises the victory of
good over evil and that of righteousness over
unrighteousness. May this sacred festival
inspire us to work for unity, peace and
progress of the country and strengthen our
spirit of harmony, brotherhood and oneness.”

CM greets.....

of Dussehra, the festival symbolizing the
triumph of good over evil.

In his message on the eve of the festival,
the Chief Minister said that Dussehra inspires
people to uphold the values of truth, righ-
teousness and justice under all circumstanc-
es.

He observed that the festival conveys a
timeless message of moral courage and
harmony, which remains vital for building a
better society.

Omar Abdullah wished the people of
Jammu and Kashmir joy, peace and renewed
spirit on the occasion.

Cabinet okays......

The increase has been made as per the
formula recommended by the 7th Central
Pay Commission, which governs periodic
revisions of DA and DR to protect govern-

®© 00 ©

ment staff and pensioners against rising
prices. (KINS)

No sedition.....

Observer (KNO) shows that 3,653 cases of
violence against women were registered in
the Union Territory in 2023 compared to
3,937 in 2021. Kidnapping was the most
common crime against women with 895
cases, followed by 524 cases of cruelty by
husband and 231 cases of rape. A total of 427
women were abducted for forced marriage,
including ten minors. Jammu and Kashmir
ranked fourth among Union Territories in
domestic violence cases with a rate of 8.1
percent.

The NCRB data recorded 84 murders,
1,004 cases of kidnapping overall, and 673
cases of death due to negligence, most of
them road accidents. There were nine cases
of dowry, 44 cases of abetment to suicide,
438 cases of attempted murder, and 434
cases of attempted suicide.

Cybercrime against women has emerged
as a growing concern. Jammu and Kashmir
topped all Union Territories with 43 such
cases, including 39 related to dissemination
of obscene material and four of blackmail or
photo morphing.

Cases under Special and Local Laws
increased to 4,468 in 2023, with a
chargesheet filing rate of 90.7 percent, while
cases under the Indian Penal Code fell from
27447 in 2021 to 25,127 in 2023—(KNO)

‘Under present.....

Kashmir will likely be unable to meet and
cater the power demands of consumers in
the upcoming nine years.

According to the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), a study by the
Government of India (Gol) reads, “The
study has analyzed the daily and monthly
pattern of unserved energy in the year
2034-35, it can be seen that contracted
capacity (present and planned) is unable to
meet the demand.”

“It can be seen that during the high
demand of winter months, the proportion of
unserved energy is high,” reads the study.

Besides, the report further reveals that the
surplus capacity is available with states due
to RE availability, demand variation etc.

“The pattern of surplus capacities for J&K
and Ladakh has been observed as below. This
capacity can be shared with other states
which might result in reduced fixed cost
burden on the utilities resulting in further
reduction in the cost for consumers,” it reads.

The report further suggests that J&K and
Ladakh have likely surplus capacity available
from April to September in the range of
230-740 MW for 2027-28 as shown below
which can be shared with other states.

The Gol has further said that a study has
been carried out for J&K & Ladakh based on
the inputs received from J&K SLDC with a
view of fulfilling RPO trajectory.

The study suggests the optimal resource
mix till 2034-35 taking into account all
technical and financial parameters associ-
ated with capacities.

It also optimizes power purchase on a
long-term basis while evaluating resource
adequacy for meeting the demand on 24 X 7
basis while considering variation in demand,
RE generation and forced outages of thermal
capacities.

The study has also assessed the require-
ment of Planning Reserve Margin for catering
to above highlighted uncertainties so that
demand can be met reliably throughout the
year—(KNO)

Ladakh LG.....

Schedule of the Constitution.

The officials brief the Lt Governor on the
latest security scenario and the measures
undertaken to maintain peace and stability
in the region.

Addressing the meetings on Wednesday,
the Lt Governor lauded the relentless efforts
of the security forces and the civil adminis-
tration in restoring normalcy over the past
week under challenging circumstances.

He also expressed appreciation for the
patience and cooperation shown by the
people of Ladakh.

Reviewing welfare measures, Gupta
enquired about the condition of the remain-
ing injured undergoing treatment at the
government hospital and directed the
administration and hospital authorities to
ensure the best possible medical care.

He also directed the Leh deputy commis-
sioner to ensure that the administration
provides all possible humanitarian aid and
financial support in cases where advanced
medical treatment is required outside the UT,
so that no individual faces hardship or feels
neglected.

Appealing to the citizens, the Lt Governor
urged people not to pay heed to rumours or
misinformation and assured them that peace
and harmony will be safeguarded at all costs.

He emphasised that the administration,
along with security forces, is fully committed
to maintaining peace, law and order across
the UT.

The Lt Governor assured that very soon,
all restrictions imposed as precautionary
measures will be lifted in a phased manner
once the situation fully stabilises.

“Peace and development are the top

priorities of the administration. Together,
with the cooperation of the people, Ladakh
will continue on the path of progress,” he
said.

Meanwhile, Urging Leh Apex Body (LAB)
and Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA) to
reconsider their decision to stay away from
talks with the Centre, Ladakh Lt Governor
Kavinder Gupta on Wednesday said any
matter can be resolved by sitting across the
table.

He lashed out at Rahul Gandhi for his
remarks on the Ladakh situation, alleging
that the Congress leader was trying to
“vitiate the atmosphere “in the country as he
did during the farmers’ agitation and other
protests.

With the agitating groups demanding a
judicial inquiry into the Septmber 24
violence and the release of detainees,
including activist Sonam Wangchuk, the LG
said a magisterial probe has already been
announced “and it will start very soon”.

A semblance of normalcy was witnessed
in curfew-bound Leh town since Tuesday
morning after authorities relaxed week-long
curbs for seven hours and also ordered the
reopening of shops and business establish-
ments.

The relaxation period was further
extended by one more hour from 10 am to 6
pm on Wednesday. However, mobile internet
services remain suspended, and stringent
prohibitory orders banning the assembly of
five or more people are still in effect across
much of the Union Territory, including Kargil.

The dialogue between the Ministry of
Home Affairs and Ladakh representatives,
scheduled for October 6, hit a roadblock with
both LAB and KDA, which are leading the
agitation for statehood and Sixth Schedule
safeguards for Ladakh, announcing suspen-
sion of the talks until a conducive atmo-
sphere is created.

They demanded a judicial probe into the
violence and the release of over 50 detainees,
including Wangchuk who was booked under
the National Security Act (NSA) for allegedly
instigating the violence.

The two outfits have alleged that “high-
handedness” by authorities and security
forces led to the violence during a shutdown
called by a constituent of the LAB.

“The administration has not made the
situation worse, nor did we want it to be like
this. What led to the violence is a matter of
investigation,” the Lt Governor told PTI
Videos in an interview here.

“The central government had invited
them (LAB and KDA) for talks and they
should have gone for prior consultations...
Any issue can be settled only by sitting
across the table. Only through talks, things
become possible,” he said.

He said he had appealed to the people of
Ladakh to come forward for talks.

“The administration wants everyone,
including youths and religious bodies, to
come forward so that we can sit with them
and solve all the issues that are on their
mind,” he said.

Terming the incidents of violence on
September 24 as “tragic and unfortunate”,
Gupta said they should not have happened
in the first place.

“The administration imposed some
restrictions under section 163 of BNSS to
improve the situation and ordered the
closure of schools and colleges as a precau-
tionary measure.

“The restrictions were initially relaxed
for four hours on Tuesday and later extend-
ed by three more hours. The restrictions
were eased from this morning to evening
so that the daily routine of the people is not
hindered,” he said.

He said the situation has improved to a
large extent and the administration is
working to ensure that people do not face
any difficulty.

“Our effort is that life should return to
normal as before. I think things will be
normal in the next couple of days,” he said.

He said the arrests were made in
connection with the tragic incident. “Why
four people lost their lives is a matter of
concern. We have to see that such incidents
should not happen again, and, therefore,
the culprits have to be investigated for
instigating the people.” On the criticism
over the NSA being slapped on Wangchuk,
the LG said, “This is a matter of central
government. The charges that the MHA has
put forward are contained in the shape of a
case.

“They (MHA) will talk about it, as [ am
looking at local issues. The NSA is a matter
of the central government.” On Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi’s
criticism of the government on the han-
dling of the Ladakh situation, he said, “The
country knows what Rahul Gandhi is
saying. He is trying to instigate the people
and vitiate the atmosphere in the country.”
“His hand is behind farmers’ agitation and
similar other protests. He should concen-
trate more on his own rather than making
any attempt to disturb the atmosphere in
Ladakh,” he said.

The Lt Governor said the mobile internet
service is down because of the prevailing
situation and the facility will be restored
once the situation is normal. (AGENCIES

Pak Shelling.....

returning to normal as guns have
fallen silent and people are rebuilding
their lives and damaged settlements.

Residents of border villages
earnestly pray for lasting peace so
their communities can grow, prosper,
and live without fear after years of
conflict and hardship.

Villages including Keran, Machil,
Bangus, Tangdhar, Gurez, and Uri in
north Kashmir are once again witness-
ing marriage ceremonies being held in
local homes rather than being shifted
to safer places, as was the case in
previous years.

Farming, schooling, marriages, and
sports activities are being carried out
normally and without fear.

Razia Begum, a resident of Gurez
who recently got married, said
families are now able to organise
weddings in their native villages.
“There was a time when we would
stay indoors for days due to firing
across the border. Now, people attend
weddings in large numbers,” she said.

Farah Jan from Uri, who also recent-
ly got married, said that earlier the
frequent ceasefire violations made
border life uncertain. “People had
stopped organising large gatherings,
but over the past two years, things
have changed,” she said.

In Karnah, Shahbaz Ahmad noted
that several weddings have been
organised recently with full commu-
nity participation. “We remember
those who lost their lives in the past,
but now the atmosphere has changed.
People are coming together once
again,” he said.

Mehreen Akhtar from Machil
recalled how some weddings in the
past were disrupted or turned into
mourning due to shelling. “We are
now seeing weddings with proper
arrangements in the villages. Guests
are attending without hesitation,” she
said.

In Gurez, Junaid Lone said that
social gatherings such as marriages,
engagements, and other community
functions have resumed after a long
gap. “The normal routine has returned.
People are living without the constant
fear that used to dominate our lives,”
he said.

Sajad Mir, a farmer from Tangdhar,
said farming activities are going on
without any disruption. “We are
working in our fields as usual, and this
season has been smooth for cultiva-
tion,” he said.

In Gurez, 17-year-old Adil Lone,
who plays cricket with local youth,
said sports activities have become a
regular part of their routine. “We're
holding local matches and tourna-
ments again. Everyone is taking part
actively, and it’s good to see the energy
back,” he said

Recently, the government
announced a major relief initiative to
provide 1,500 free smart homes to
families whose houses were damaged
in Pakistan shelling earlier this year.

Locals in Poonch said that this
initiative will greatly benefit the
families most severely affected by the
Pak shelling. "We hope the construc-
tion process begins at the earliest so
that the affected households can
receive timely relief and regain a sense
of stability in their lives,” Abdul Rashid
Khan, a resident said—(KNO)

JKPSC ignoring.....

conducted by the JKPSC and whose
results were declared in recent past,
have demanded the implementation of
the Reserve List mechanism as
mandated under the rules.

The aspirants said that as per the
provisions of the rule, the number of
candidates called for medical exami-
nation should have been proportion-
ately fewer than the number of
vacancies notified. They alleged that
the rule has not been followed and the
list declared appears to be final in
nature.

“The mechanism of operating a
reserve list is very different from a
waiting list. Unfortunately, the
Commission seems to have overlooked
this distinction. The reserve list is a
statutory requirement under S.0 61,
Section 7, Clause ii, and must be
maintained in order of merit below the
last recommended candidate in each
category,” the candidates explained.

The aggrieved aspirants pointed
out that under the rule, along with the
main list of recommended candidates,
the Commission is duty-bound to
prepare and maintain a consolidated
reserve list. This list, they said, should
include both general and reserved
category candidates, ranking in order
of merit, and is meant to be kept
confidential until the process of
recommendation is finalized.

They further explained that the

rule also empowers the Government
to requisition candidates from the
reserve list to fill vacancies that may
arise, with the reserve list remaining
valid for one year from the date of the
recommendation of the first list. “This
safeguard is meant to ensure that
vacancies caused due to non-joining or
other reasons do not remain unfilled.
But if the reserve list is not main-
tained, the purpose of the rule is
defeated,” they said.

Some candidates also expressed
disappointment that despite the Raj
Bhawan'’s intervention six months ago,
the Commission has yet to move
forward. “If even the Lieutenant
Governor's letter is ignored, what hope
remains for ordinary aspirants? It is
about fairness and transparency in the
recruitment process,” another candi-
date remarked.

An official said that there was no
question of ignoring the rules and the
Commission will act in accordance
with the law,” he assured. (KNT)

J&K Police......

for “fomenting terrorism and
spreading anti-India propaganda.” The
move marks another step in the
intensified campaign against separat-
ist groups in the Valley.

Calling the measure a “significant
step” in the ongoing investigations,
police said it reflects their resolve to
curb unlawful activities, safeguard
national security, and maintain peace
in Jammu and Kashmir. (KINS)

PM Modi.....

to crush the spirit of the RSS by
levelling allegations and registering
false cases.

“The RSS has never been bitter,
despite attempts to make false cases
against them, attempts to ban them,
and other challenges, because we are
part of society where we accept both
the good and the bad,” he said, in an
apparent reference to the ban on the
RSS after the assassination of Mahat-
ma Gandhi.

Modi said even the then RSS chief
Madhav Golwalkar was falsely
implicated in a case and sent to jail.

“Yet, when he came out, he said
with calm wisdom: ‘At times, the
tongue may get caught under the
teeth, but we do not break teeth’” the
prime minister said.

He said every ‘swayamsevak’ has
unflinching trust in democracy and
constitutional institutions, which gave
them strength when faced with
challenges.

“When Emergency was imposed,
this trust gave strength to every
swayamsevak to face it,” he said.

The prime minister also released a
special postage stamp and a commem-
orative coin to mark the centenary of
the RSS.

“The Rs 100 coin features the
national emblem on one side and on
the other side it depicts a majestic
image of Bharat Mata in Varada Mudra
with a lion, while swayamsevaks are
shown bowing before her in devotion
and dedication,” Modi said.

“For the first time in the history of
independent India the image of Bharat
Mata has been featured on Indian
currency which marks a moment of
great pride and historical signifi-
cance,” he said.

The prime minister said the
foundation of RSS on Vijaya Dashmi
100 years ago was not just a coinci-
dence, it was the resurrection of a
tradition which has been continuing
for thousands of years.

“The Sangh has been synonymous
with patriotism and service since its
inception,” he said.

Modi asserted that the RSS believes
in ‘One India, Great India’ yet post-
Independence attempts were made to
prevent it from joining the national
mainstream “Unity in diversity has
always been the soul of India, if this
principle is broken then India will
weaken. Despite challenges, the RSS
stands strong and is tirelessly serving
the nation,” he added.

The centenary celebrations were
organised by the Ministry of Culture
and attended by RSS general secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale, Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta and Culture
Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat.

Founded in 1925 in Nagpur by
Keshav Baliram Hedgewar, the RSS
was established as a volunteer-based
organisation with an aim to foster
cultural awareness, discipline, service
and social responsibility among
citizens.

Modi was himself an RSS ‘pracha-
rak’ and made a mark as an able
organiser before being shifted to the
BJP, which draws its ideological
inspiration from the Hindutva organ-
isation. (Agencies)
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DC Srinagar visits Parimpora Fruit Mandi, holds
interaction with members of Mandi

Also takes stock of work on upgrodo’non & macadamisation of approach roads & infernal links

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, OCT01: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Srinagar,
Akshay Labroo, on Tuesday vis-
ited the Fruit Mandi at Parim-
pora and held an interactive
session with the members of
the Manditodiscusskeyissues
and developmental needs.

The DCwasaccompanied by
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Srinagar, Mir Imtiyaz Ul
Aziz; Chief Planning Officer
Fayaz Ahmad Dar; SDM West
Irfan Bahadur; Executive Engi-
neer R&B Core Ashiq; Tehsildar
Shalteng Rayees Ahmad Dar,
and other concerned officials.

During the session, members

projected certaindemands and
suggestions, including the
establishment of a dedicated

truck terminal, effective gar-
bagedisposalmechanisms,and mandi, among others.
upgradation of the approach

road &linkroadsleadingtothe

DCgave a patient hearing to

the delegation and asked offi-
cialsfrom SMC,R&B, SDM West,
and other departments to sub-

mit a detailed report on the
issues for its timely redressal.
On the occasion, the DC

assured all possible support
from the administration to
addressthe needs of fruit grow-
ers and strengthen the horti-
cultural infrastructure in the
district.

Following the meeting, the
DCconducted acomprehensive
inspection of the Mandi, and
took stock of the ongoing mac-
adamization work being under-
taken by the R&B department.

The DC was informed that
under NABARD, upgradation of
Parimpora Fruit Mandi hasbeen
taken up for development of
internal roads, parking site,
block patches, external periph-
eralroads, construction of auc-
tion sheds etc.

KU holds two-day master
training workshop for
mental health

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR OCT 01: To strengthen teachers’ role
in addressing substance abuse, suicide prevention,
and overallyouth well-being in Kashmir, the Depart-
ment of Social Work, University of Kashmir (KU),
organised atwo-day Master Training Workshop for
Mental Health (Training the Teachers Programme)
atthe Main Campus. The workshop included select-
ed faculty members from higher secondary schools
and colleges of the Valley to strengthen their capac-
ity as frontline responders for supporting students’
mental health.

The workshop was based on an ICMR (Indian
Council of Medical Research) research project on
primary prevention interventions for youth in
Kashmir, carried out by the Department of Social
Work, KU, with Dr. Aadil Bashir, faculty member at
the department, as the Principal Investigator (PI).
Drawing from extensive research and assessments,
the team has developed a practical manual titled
“Wal Sukoon Chandaw” (Come let’s find peace),
designed to provide teachers with structured tools
and strategies for guiding young people towards

.

healthier coping mechanisms and resilience.

Vice-Chancellor KU, Prof. Nilofer Khan, in her
message, said, “Equipping teachers with knowledge
and skills to address mental health challenges is an
important step in ensuring a safer, healthier aca-
demic environment. This initiative reflects our
varsity's commitment to addressing pressing social
concerns through research-based interventions.”

Controller of Examinations KU, Dr. Majid Zaman,
in his inaugural address, highlighted the urgent need
to address the growing mental health challenges
among youth. He said, “Teachers, apart from being
academic guides, are also key figures in safeguarding
theemotional and psychological well-being of students.
Thisworkshop equips themwithevidence-based tools
to detect early signs of distress, intervene effectively,
and create safe spaces for dialogue.”

Prof.ShaziaManzoor, Head, Department of Social
Work KU, emphasized the need to address mental
health challenges among children and young adults
asKashmirisociety undergoes transitions, highlight-
ing that teachers, parents,and the community must
work collectively to ensure early support and well-
being of youth.

Dr. Aadil Bashir, faculty at the Department of
Social Work KU and PI, presented adetailed overview
ofthe Wal Sukoon Chandaw manual, which includes
modules on mindfulness, emotional regulation,
stress management, and peer support systems. He
also unveiled the e-manual, highlighting its acces-
sibility for wider use across schools and colleges.

The workshop featured technical sessions on
experiential learning for stress management, role
plays focused on classroom-based interventions,
group activities to build peer support, and training
modules on risk assessment. These sessions aimed
to translate the manual into practical classroom
strategies for teachers.
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Sewa Parv-2025: DC Srinagar leads "Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam", “Ek Ped Shaheed
Ke Naam” campalgn by planhng Saplmgs at DC Office premises

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR OCT 01: As a part
of ongoing Sewa Parv-2025 cel-
ebrations, Deputy
Commissioner(DC) Srinagar,
Akshay Labroo today led “Ek Ped
Maa Ke Naam", “Ek Ped Shaheed
KKe Naam” campaign by planting
Conifer Saplings at DC Office
premises, reaffirming the admin-
istration’s commitment to envi-
ronmental conservation and
sustainability.

Theeventsawenthusiastic par-
ticipation from senior Officers
includingAdditional District Devel-
opment Commissioner, Rifat Aftab
Qureshi; Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar, Mir Imtiyaz Ul
Aziz; Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner,Aadil Fareed; ChiefPlanning
Officer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar; SDM
East, Zubair Ahmad; Assistant

Commissioner Revenue, Umar
Gulzar; DFO Urban Forestry, Dr
Mehraj and other officials of the
DC Office Srinagar.

Speakingon the occasion, the
DC emphasized that plantation
drives are not merely symbolic
gestures but powerful contribu-
tions to safeguarding the environ-
ment for future generations. He
said "Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam", "Ek
Ped Shaheed Ke Naam"is not just
acampaign, itisamovement that
inspires ustoreconnect with our
roots and fulfil our responsibility
towards nature.

The DC added that the cam-
paign aims to encourage citizens
to plant trees in honour of their
mothersand Martyrsofthe nation
by promoting bothenvironmental
consciousness, emotional reso-
nance with nature and deep grat-
itude for their sacrifices.

Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi (RA) Remembered In Kashmir;
Conference Highlights Love, Compassion And Unity

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, OCT 01: A special
commemorative conference was
held at Amar Singh Club Srinagar,
bringing together leading
intellectuals, academicians and
cultural figures of Kashmir to
reflect on the life and teachings of
the great philosopher-poet
Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi (RA).

The event celebrated Rumi’s
timeless message of love, human-
ity and spiritual enlightenment.
His 13th-century poetry, origi-
nally written in Persian, contin-
ues to transcend cultures and
faiths, inspiring people around
the world to embrace compassion,
tolerance, and unity. The confer-
ence featured a distinguished
gathering of scholars, education-
ists, writers, lawyers and other
eminent personalities of the
Valley, who deliberated on the
enduring relevance of Rumi’s
philosophy in today’s world.
Speakers highlighted how his
vision of love and human dignity
provides guidance for fostering
harmony, understanding, and
mutual respect in contemporary
society.

Advocate Zaffar A. Shah, Senior
Counsel, said "Rumi’s poetry
reflects the true spirit of Islam,
emphasizing love, compassion
and justice. His words guide us
toward kindness, respect for all
humanity and a closer connection
with Allah."

Prof. Mushtaq A. Siddiqi,
Former Vice Chancellor, IUST, said
"Rumi’s words touch the heart
and unite people. They inspire
love, kindness and understanding,
guiding us toward harmony,
compassion, and inner peace.”

Prof. Naseem Ahmad Rafiaba-
di, Visiting Professor, University

of Malaysia, said "Rumi’s message
is truly universal. From Turkey to
Kashmir, his words reflect
spiritual wisdom rooted in Islam,
inspiring love, compassion,
understanding and fostering
meaningful dialogue among
peoples and civilizations."

Prof. Jahangir Igbal, Head of
Department, Persian, University of
Kashmir said “As a Persian teacher,
[ see Rumi as someone who filled
the hearts of people with love, faith
and wisdom. His words remind us
that knowledge and faith always go
hand in hand. To truly understand
Rumi is to feel the deep love,
kindness and humanity that Islam
inspires in every soul.”

Dr. Mushtaqg Ahmad Ganie
Professor Kashmir University, said
"In today’s world, it is the need of
the hour to guide our new
generation through the wisdom
of Rumi. True education goes
beyond earning a livelihood, it
nurtures the heart, mind and
soul, cultivating knowledge with
purpose, character with compas-
sion, and a life dedicated to Allah
and service to humanity."

M. Saleem Beg, Former
Director General of Tourism
Department J&K, said "Maulana
Rumi’s wisdom teaches us that
the essence of life lies in love for
Allah, compassion for humanity,
and the pursuit of knowledge that
elevates the soul.”

Dr. Sameer Siddiqui, Patron,
Khanqah-i-Hyderi, Ashmuqgam said
“Maulana Rumi’s message is a call
for love, compassion and humanity.
In an age of division, his philosophy
reminds us that unity, kindness and
mutual respect are the only paths
to peace.”

Dr. Syed Afzal Hussain, HoD
Persian, Govt. College for Women,
Srinagar, said “Rumi has inspired

writers and thinkers around the
world for centuries. His poetry
goes beyond any religion or
country and speaks to the love
and goodness of all humanity.”

Dr. Mudasir Nazar, Assistant
Professor, Persian, GDC Bhelssa,
Doda, said “Rumi’s poetry brings
together timeless wisdom and
beautiful expression. As a teacher
of Persian, it is our duty to keep
his legacy alive.”

Nasir Hamid Khan, Secretary,
Amar Singh Club, said “Itis an
honor to host this special gather-
ing. Today, Rumi has brought
together thinkers from different
backgrounds to share ideas and
understanding.”

The event saw active participa-
tion from well-known scholars
and other representatives,
including G.N. Var, State Presi-
dent Private School Association
Jammu Kashmir (PSAJK), Dr.
Mohammad Marouf Shah, Prof.
Aijaz Hussain, Dr. Wahid Ahmad
HoD Persian Amra Singh College,
Aga Syed Muzaffar of MET Sopore,
S.M. Akhtar, Dawar Mir, Syeda
Mana Sanober, Ritu Kapoor,
Sumairah Jeelani, Irfan Ah Shah,
Ayaz Ali, Moonis Ali, Umair Ali,
and H. Manzoor.

The conference concluded with
a shared commitment to carry
forward the timeless message of
Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi (RA),
emphasizing interfaith harmony
and the importance of integrating
his philosophy into contemporary
education, culture and social life.

The gathering at Amar Singh
Club Srinagar was widely hailed
as a great tribute to one of the
world’s greatest thinkers and
poets, inspiring participants to
uphold his timeless ideals of love,
compassion and unity in everyday
life.

Bandipora’s Pride:
Vijpara Hajin Resident Anayat
Bashir Cracks UPSC Indian
Statistical Service Exam

m  Khan Jahangeer/Prince Ayaaz

BANDIPORA, OCT 1: In a moment of pride for
North Kashmir's Bandiporadistrict, Aniyat Bashir
Sheikh, a resident of Vijpara Hajin, Sonawari, has
successfully cleared the prestigious UPSC Indian
Statistical Service (ISS) Examination 2025.

Aniyat has been serving as a Panchayat Secre-
tary in the Rural Development Department since
2015. He is the third from Bandipora district to
achieve such a feat, following Altaf Hussain Haji
(2001) and Syed Aadil Bukhari from Baramulla
(2022).

Speaking about his journey, Aniyat as per news
agency JKNS said, “It has been a two-and-a-half-
year journey. I started preparing for two exams
in 2023, and the final one was held in 2025. One
must maintain target-focused study and have
strong clarity of basics.”

He credited his success to his family, saying,
“My parents played a crucial role in this achieve-
ment, and my role model throughout has been
my cousin, who serves as an Assistant Professor
in the Higher Education Department.”

In 2022,  was inspired by Syed Aadil Bukhari
who qualified ISS in 2022, and i was also guided
by Altaf Hussain who qualified this exam in 2001,
Anayat noted.

Recalling the sacrifices made during prepa-
ration, he shared, “For the last two years, I
hardly gave any time to my wife and children.
I often asked my wife to stay with her parents
so that [ could focus entirely on studying. She
never complained and silently supported me.
This success belongs to her, to my parents, and
to my children.”

Describing his daily routine, Aniyat said, “I
used to wake up at 4 a.m. and study till 8 or 9
before leaving for work. After returning from
my job, I continued my preparation late into the
night.”

“Balancing work and studies was very chal-
lenging, but [ managed it with determination. I
am thankful to Allah. Hard work truly pays,” he
added. (JKNS)
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DY. CM LAYS FOUNDATION STONES FOR
KEY ROAD PROJECTS IN SUNDERBANI RAJOURI

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SUNDERBANI, OCT 01:
Deputy Chief Minister, Surind-
er Choudhary today laid the
foundation stone for the con-
struction of vital road from Chak
Tabala to Nowbad up to Kangri
in Sunderbani area of Rajouri
district.

The project will be executed
atanestimated cost of Rs452.11
lakhs, fulfilling along-pending
demand of the local populace
for better road connectivity.

The Deputy CM alsolaid the
foundation stone of another
important road stretch from
Main Road Charyala to Ghai at
an estimated cost of Rs 214
lakhs, which will significantly
benefit residents by improving
transportation facilities and
easing movement.

During his visit to Block Seri,
Choudharyalso paid obeisance
at the revered Mangal Devi Ji
Temple, where he interacted
withdevoteesandassured them
of continued government sup-
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Construction of Road from mainroad- -
Charyala to Ghai {Under NABARD)

Foundshion Stone laid by
Sh. Surinder Choudhary
Homn'bie Deputy Chief Minister of JEK

ALSO PAYS OBEISANCE AT MANGAL DEVI JITEMPLE

portin the development of pil-
grimage and religious sites.
Addressing the gathering,
the Deputy Chief Minister reaf-
firmed the Government’s com-
mitment towards strengthen-
ing rural infrastructure and
accelerating development
works in Sunderbani and
adjoiningareas.He stressed that
improved connectivity will
open new avenues for econom-
icgrowth and ensure last-mile
delivery of public services.
Inaddition, Choudharyalso

listened to various issues and
grievances oflocals. He assured
them promptredressal of these
issues. Local residents and PRI
representatives expressed
gratitude to the Deputy CM for
prioritising the region’s devel-
opmental needs and initiating
projects that will directly ben-
efit the common masses.

SEPWDTilakRaj; Exen Now-
sheraSarwar Mehmood; other
district and sectoral officers
accompanied the Deputy CM
during the visit.

Kulgam Police Arrest Three
Drug Peddlers in Mirbazar;
Seize Contraband

m Farooq Rather

KULGAM, OCT 1: In a significant breakthrough in
itsongoing crackdownagainstdrugtrafficking, Kulgam
Police arrested three notorious drug peddlers and
seized a substantial quantity of contraband sub-
stances from their possession in the Mirbazar area of
the district. The arrests were made during routine
patrolling at Baghi Sakloo, Mirbazar, by a special police
party led by the In-charge Police Post Mirbazar under
theclosesupervisionof AddL. SPNHW Qazigund Kulgam
MumtazAliBhatti(JKPS)Uponnoticingsuspiciousmove-

Four Firefighters Injured as Fire Tender Overturns on Way to Blaze in Khansahib

m  Ubaid Mehdi

BUDGAM, OCT 1: A massive
fire on Tuesday reduced a resi-
dential house in Shalnar village
of Khansahib to ashes, leaving a
family homeless. The tragedy was
compounded when a Fire and
Emergency Services vehicle rush-
ingtothe scene overturned, injur-
ing four firefighters.

The gutted house belonged to
Muhammad Shaban Gorsi, son
of Ali Gorsi. The blaze, which
broke out under mysterious cir-
cumstances, spread rapidly due

to the wooden structure of the
house. Within minutes, flames
had engulfed the entire building.
Alarmed residents rushed to
the site and, assisted by Jammu
and Kashmir Police personnel,
began dousing the flames with
water and sand. Their swift
response prevented the fire from
spreading to adjoining housesin
the densely populated area. Police
confirmed that there wasnoloss
of life in the incident.
Meanwhile, tragedy struck
on the way to the operation. A
fire tender from Khansahib

overturned at Kaitch, injuring

e |

four firefighters, including the

driver. They were rushed to Sub-
District Hospital (SDH) Khansa-
hib, where doctors said their
condition was stable despite
multiple injuries.

The accident strained fire-
fighting resources at a critical
moment. However, other fire
service teams, joined by locals
and police, battled the blaze for
several hours before bringing it
under control. By then, the house
had been completely destroyed.

Police said a case has been
registered,and investigationsinto
the cause ofthe fire are underway.

ment, the police intercepted three individuals who
attempted to flee but were swiftly apprehended.
Upon their personal search, police recovered 80
grams of charas and 2.7 kilograms of wet cannabis
leaves, which were concealed in their possession.
The arrested individuals have beenidentified as:
Zahid Bashir Bhat, son of Bashir Ahmad
Bhat,resident of Bonpora Nambal, Anantnag
Aidal Ahmad Wani, son of Mohd Igbal Wani,

resident of Khandaypora Krangsoo, Anantnag

RazwanAhmadItoo,sonofNazirAhmadItoo,resident
of Hangalpahlo, Pahalgam, Anantnag A case has been
registered under FIR No. 201/2025 at Police Station
Qazigund under relevant sections of the law. Further
investigation is underway to trace the wider nexus,
including possible links to drug syndicates operating in
South Kashmir.SSP Kulgam, Shri Sahil Sarangal (IPS),
while commenting on the operation, said:

"Drugs are not just a law and order issue, but a
serious threat to our future generations. Kulgam
Police has adopted a zero-tolerance policy against
narcotics. With the support of the community, we

DE&CC conducts one day job fair at Kupwara

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

KUPWARA, OCT 1: The District
Employment & Counselling Centre
(DE&CC) Kupwara today organized
aOne-Day Job Fair at its office prem-
ises. The job fair, inaugurated by
Assistant Director Employment, Kup-
wara, Arshad Qadir, witnessed enthu-

siastic participation from over 300

job aspirants across the district.
Inhisinaugural address, Assistant
Director Employment guided the
participating youth on how to ben-
efiteffectively from suchemployment
initiatives. He further assured that
the District Employment & Counsel-
ling Centre will continue to organize
similar job-oriented events in the
future for the benefit of the district's

poration Pvt. Ltd.

unemployed youth.

Prominent employers and orga-
nizations that participatedin the job
fair included Al-Yafur Pvt. Ltd, LIC,
Airtel, Swiggy, WEPS Training Insti-
tute, Byoh Health Care and LMS Cor-

During the fair, the participating
employers interacted directly with
the job seekers and conducted on-

the-spot assessments. As a result of
these interactions, 104 candidates
were shortlisted for various positions
across diverse sectors.

The District Employment & Coun-
selling Centre, Kupwara, remains
committed toempowering the youth
through such employmentinitiatives
and by providing essential counselling
and career guidance tojob aspirants.

Igra Bilal of GDC(W) Anantnag bags second place
in Kashmir Division Declamation Contest

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

ANANTNAG, OCT 01:
As a proud moment for
Government Degree Col-
lege (Women) Anantnag,
IgraBilal,alst Year student
ofthe college secured sec-
ond position in Division
Level Declamation Con-
test, held on Monday at
Srinagar.

The event was orga-
nized in connection with
Gandhi Jayanti celebra-
tions on the theme “The

Relevance of Gandhian
Philosophy Particularly
Truth and Non-Violence
in Contemporary Times".
One student each fromall
districts of Kashmir Divi-
sion participated in the
competition, whichserved
as a platform for young
students to critically
engage with Gandhiji’s
ideals and reflect on their
relevance in addressing
contemporary social,
ethical, and political chal-
lenges.

Iqra Bilal's perfor-
mance was distinguished
by scholarly insight, clar-
ity of expression, and per-
suasive articulation, earn-
ing accolades from both
the jury and audience.

Principal of the col-
lege, Professor Dr.
Masood Ahmad Malik,
Convener Debates and
Seminars Committee,
Prof. Farooq Ahmad
Malik, and the entire
teaching and non-teach-
ing staff of the college

congratulated Igra Bilal
for her exemplary
achievement, calling it a
reflection of the college’s
commitment to intellec-
tual excellence and holis-
tic student development.

Principal remarked that
IgraBilal’s success exempli-
fies her personal dedication
and the institution’s ethos
of nurturing students who
are thoughtful and socially
responsible and remain
committed to acquiring
knowledge.

Sewa Parv 2025
Blood Donation Camp
organized at Anantnag

m HT News Desk / DIPR

ANANTNAG, OCT01: As partof the ongoing Sewa
Parv-2025 Campaign and on occasion of National
Voluntary Blood Donation Day, District Administra-
tion Anantnag through District Red Cross Society,
organized a Blood Donation Camp in collaboration
with GMC, Health and Ayush Departments, Anant-
nag today at Khanabal.

During the camp, anumber of volunteers, includ-
ing personnel from the Police, Paramilitary Forces,
and members of the general public, donated blood
in the spirit of public service and as a mark of their
commitment to humanitarian causes.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Medical
Officer, Dr. Khalid Parvez, hailed the efforts of all
participants, especially the donors, and appreci-
ated the initiative undertaken in Sewa Parv. He
emphasized the importance of voluntary blood
donation in addressing medical emergencies and
saving precious human lives.

Urging people to come forward and contribute
to this noble cause, Dr. Parvez noted that blood
donation is a safe practice and should be done by
healthy individuals under proper medical supervi-
sion.

Secretary District Red Cross Society, Dr. M.Y.
Zagoo, expressed gratitude to the donors besides
the medical and technical staff for turning up in
large numbers and making the camp a success.

The camp reaffirmed the community’s collective
resolve towards service, volunteerism and social
responsibility.

Officers from the District Administration, District
Ayush Officer, BMOs and officials from GMC, Health,
and Ayush Departments, along with other stake-
holders, also attended the camp.

are determined to dismantle every networkinvolved
inthisillicit trade and bring the culprits tojustice."The
police have once again appealed to the public to
remain vigilant and report any suspicious drug-
related activity by contacting the nearest police
station or dialing 112. The identity of informants
will be kept strictly confidential.

Ehsaas Foundation Extends
Warm Greetings on
Mahanavami

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, OCT 1: Ehsaas Foundation has extended
heartfelt greetings to the people on the auspicious occa-
sion of Mahanavami.

In a statement, the Foundation said that the festival,
which holds great cultural and spiritual significance, is
a time of devotion, unity, and celebration of good over
evil.

“Onthissacred day, we pray for peace, prosperity,and
happiness for all. May the spirit of Mahanavami bring
harmony and blessings to every home,” the Foundation
conveyed in its message.

The organization also emphasized the importance of
fostering compassion, kindness, and collective well-being,
in line with its mission of service to humanity.

®© 00 ©

m  HT News Desk

abroad, reaffirming the spiritual

Langars of Shrine Board.

Shat Chandi Yagya Concludes at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine

KATRA, OCT 1: The sacred
nine-day-long Shat ChandiMaha
Yagya, organized by the ShriMata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
(SMVDSB) during the auspicious
Shardiya Navratras, concluded
with immense spiritual fervor
and devotion on the occasion of
Mahanavami. The Purnahuti cer-
emony was performed amidst
the chanting of Vedic mantras for
universal peace and prosperity.

Shri Sachin Kumar Vaishya,
ChiefExecutive Officer, SMVDSB;
officers and staff of the Shrine
Board besides a large number of
pilgrims participated in the con-
cluding rituals. The Maha Yagya
was conducted by a group of
learned Panditsled by Padma Shri
Prof. Vishwamurti Shastri,adding
sanctity and depth to the spiri-
tual proceedings.

The Navratras witnessed an
overwhelminginflux of devotees
from across the country and

magnetism of the Holy Shrine.
During the auspicious Navra-
tra, the Shrine Board in collabora-
tionwith District Administration,
Reasi also organized Sewa Parv,
a dedicated initiative towards
pilgrims and devotees. The
Hon’ble Chairman, SMVDSB (Lt.
Governor,JK-UT)also graced the
occasionwith his esteemed pres-
ence and actively participatedin
theactivities of SewaParv, further
inspiring and reinforcing the
Board'’s dedication to fostering
inclusive and meaningfulengage-
mentduring the sacred festivities.
To enrich the pilgrim experi-
ence, the Shrine Board also intro-
duced initiatives including estab-
lishment of dedicated help desks
at key locations to assist pilgrims
on the track. Besides, elaborate
arrangements were made by the
Shrine Board toensure the comfort
and convenience of pilgrims.These
included decorative floral instal-
lations at Bhawan, Atka and sur-

rounding areas, uninterrupted
water and power supply along the
tracks and Bhawan premises,
enhanced sanitation and hygiene

d\;’ﬁ

measuresandspecial “fast-related”
meals at the Shrine Board’s Bhoj-
analyasand Langars. Devoteesalso
availed freefood servicesatvarious

The Bhawan area and other
sectors on the track were illumi-
nated withattractive facade light-
ing, while facilities suchasaccom-
modation, battery-operated
vehicles, passenger ropeway and
helicopter services operated
smoothly.

A major highlight of the cel-
ebrations was the series of melo-
dious Bhajan and Bhaint perfor-
mances by renowned artists at
Bhawan and Adhkuwari includ-
ing Lakhwinder Wadali, Kumar
Vishwas, Kavita Paudwal, Ankit
Batra, Akhil Sachdeva, Varsha
Jamwal, Palak Muchhal, Roshan
Prince, Narinder Sachdeva, Resh-
mi Sharma, Chaman Lehri,
Mahakali Group, Akriti Kakkar,
Master Aryan, Master Koko and
Malini Awasthi. The students of
SMVD Gurukul also captivated
audiences with their devotional
renditions, blending tradition
with youthful vibrancy and ele-
vating the spiritual ambiance.
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Secy RDD inaugurates Kaushal Parv 2025 at Jammu

Also flags off "Kaushal Rath’ to mobilise youth for Himayat 2.0 skill training, placements

m  HT News Desk / DIPR
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02-October-2025
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a placement drive; it is a plat-
form where skills meet oppor-
tunities and dreams take their
next step forward. Each place-
ment secured today is not just
about a job but about dignity,
courage, and empowerment.”

The event concluded with
Secretary flagging off of ‘Kaush-
al Rath’, a mobile outreach
vehicle that will travel block-
to-block for 20 days, dissemi-
nating recorded messages,
distributing pamphlets, and
mobilising rural youth for skill
training and placements—tak-
ing the scheme’s benefits to
last-mile villages.

Pertinently, Himayat, the
J&K chapter of the Deen Dayal
skills, Aijaz Asad said that the The Secretary also distrib-  Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya
twin initiatives, Kaushal Parv  uted offer letters to selected Yojana(DDU-GKY),isaflagship
and Kaushal Rath, reflect the candidates on the occasion. placement-linked skill develop-
commitmenttoequip J&K’syouth Addressing the gathering, ment programme of the Min-

Highlighting the Depart- withskillsforsustainableliveli- COO,HMMU-JKRLM, Rajneesh istry of Rural Development,
ment’s focuson market-relevant  hoods. Guptasaid, “Thisisnot merely  Government of India.

JAMMU, OCT 01: Giving a
major boost to youth employ-
ment, Secretary, Rural Develop-
ment Department (RDD) &
Panchayati Raj, Mohammad
Aijaz Asad today inaugurated
‘Kaushal Parv 2025’, an IEC-
cum-placementdrive under the
Himayat-Deen Dayal Upad-
hyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yo-
jana (DDU-GKY).

The placementdrive turned
into a significant recruitment
platform with 17 reputed em-
ployers, like PepsiCo, Domino’s,
Coca-Cola, Barbeque Nation,
Burger King, Vardhman Textiles
and Rubli Foods, offering a wide
range of opportunities across

ticipation of over 250 skilled
sectorsincludingretail, hospital- ~ youth mobilised by Project mentsarethe core milestoneof sustainable,andindustry-driv-

Secretaryunderscored thatplace-  ployers, ensuring transparent,

ity, textiles, food & beverages, Implementing Agencies (PIAs) the Himayat-DDU-GKY pro- en employment outcomes,” he
IT-ITES, and surveillance ser- under Himayat, with several gramme.“Job fairslike Kaushal said.

vices. candidatesreceivingon-the-spot  Parv serve as a direct bridge
Theeventwitnessedthepar-  job offers. In his address, the betweentrained youth and em-

Secy RDD reviews progress on SASCI, UT CAPEX, SBM-G

Issues strict directives for speedy completion of projects
m HT News Desk / DIPR

Gandhi Shilp
Bazaar inaugurated at

Srinagar Numaish Gah

General public advised to visit and
buy craft products at affordable
rates, support artisans

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, OCT 01: A 10-day UT level Gandhi
Shilp Bazaar, was inaugurated at Kashmir Haat, here
today, showcasing Kashmir's famed handicrafts and
handloom products.

Director, Handicrafts and Handloom, Kashmir,
MussaratIslam, along with Assistant Director, Hand-
icrafts, Ministry of Textiles, Rafig Ahmad, Manager
Central Market, and other senior officers, were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Organized by the Ministry of Textiles, Gol, as
many as 70 stalls have been installed for artisans
and weavers to display a wide range of exclusive
Kashmir Handicrafts including Sozni embroidery on
Pashmina, Kani Shawls, Crewel Embroidery, Chain
stitch and Aari work.

JAMMU, OCT 01: Secretary,
Rural Development department
(RDD) & Panchayati Raj, Moham-
mad Aijaz Asad today chaired a
meeting to review the physical
and financial progress under UT-
CAPEX, Scheme for Special As-
sistance to States for Capital In-
vestment (SASCI), SNA-Sparshand
Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin).

The meeting was attended by
DG RuralSanitation, AnuMalhotra;
Mission Director NRLM, Shubhra
Sharma; Director Panchayati Raj,
Sham Lal; Director RDD Kashmir,
Shabir Hussain Bhat; Director RDD
Jammu, Shahnaz Akhtar; Director
Finance, Umar Khan; Joint Direc-
tor Planning, Kamal Kumar Shar-
ma; Additional Secretary, Waseem
Raja, besides all ACDs, ACPs, Ex-
ecutive Engineers, and BDOs of
various districts.

While reviewing SASCI, it was
revealed that loan assistance of
Rs21.10 croreshasbeen sanctioned
for RDD projects.

The Secretary highlighted Fi-

nance Department directives
mandating utilization of 75% of
sanctioned assistance by Decem-
ber and surrender of non-viable
projects forreallocation. Depart-
ments, he said, must demonstrate
capacitytoincuratleastRs2 crore
expenditure within the financial
year, failing which funds may be
withdrawn.

While reviewing UT Capex
works, Secretary directed that the
pace of execution of works be
further accelerated.

Aijaz Asad instructed the con-
cerned Executive Engineers to
personally visit constructionsites,
inspect each building and asset,
and ensure their completion
strictly within the stipulated time-
lines.

The Secretary emphasized that
in the Kashmir division, where
developmental activities get slowed
down during winter, the pace of
work must be doubled to meet
targets well in time.

With regard to SNA-Sparsh,
the Secretary asked the heads of
all schemes to complete critical

post-sanction processes, including
integration, FTO generation, and
DSCenrolment, so that the imple-
mentation of schemes does not
face any bottlenecks.

Reviewing progress under SBM-
Gramin, Secretary laid special
emphasis on timely execution of
Gobardhan Plants, Faecal Sludge
Treatment Plants (FSTPs), and
Decentralized Wastewater Treat-
ment Plants (DEWATs). He di-

rected the officers that Detailed
Project Reports (DPRs), feasibility
studies, and tendering processes
for the remaining Gobardhan
projects be completed expedi-
tiously so that all such plants are
operational within the next two
months.

He added that these projects
are a top priority and will be re-
viewed on a weekly basis.

Secretary observed that many

districts ofJ&K are already running
such plants successfully, and
stressed the need for ACPs and
BDOs of other districts to under-
take exposure visits to these func-
tional units for adopting best
practices.

Speaking on FSTPs, Aijaz Asad
underlined that as Deputy Com-
missioners are the Chairpersons
of Sanitation Committees, any
issuesrelated to execution should
be resolved through their direct
intervention. He also called for
awareness programmes to sensi-
tize the public about the signifi-
cance of these projects and the
role they play in ensuring cleanli-
nessand sanitationinrural areas.

Similarly, Secretary stressed
the timely completion of DEWATS
andinstructed thatrestoration of
assets damaged during the recent
floods must also be included in
the planning process.

The Secretary issued strict
directions to ACPs that any delay
in the timely completion of these
projects would invite disciplinary
action.

GMC Rajouri Student bags Bronze Medal

SNSP Campaign
Blood Donation

in Inter-College Yoga Competition

Camp organized at
GMC Doda

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

Speaking on the occasion, Director Handicrafts m  HTNews Desk / DIPR < PCLCOME
urged the general public to come to Kashmir Haat
inlarge numbers and buy authentic handmade prod-
ucts on extremely affordable prices. "By buying di-
rectly from the artisans, you shall support the de-
partment's endeavor to safeguard the interests of
the community," he stated.

The Director interacted with all the stall holders
and advised them toinvestin packaging to give their
unique products of Kashmir an aesthetic look. "The
Department will continue to focus on implementa-
tion of welfare schemes for benefit of artisans and
also provide them platforms for display and sale of
their unique craft products,” he added.

bl A.S. Bhatia, Principal GMC Rajouri,
| and Prof. (Dr.) Jameel Ul Hussain, Chair-
man Sports Committee GMC Rajouri.
Miss Anadya Handa was accom-
panied and supported by Mr. Jagatar
Singh, Sports Assistant GMC Rajouri,
whosededicated effortsensured smooth
participation in the competition.
GMCRajouri continues to promote

|
aveel —

RAJOURI, OCT 01: Miss Anadya
Handa, a Final Year MBBS student of
Government Medical College (GMC)
Rajouri has brought laurels to the in-
stitution by securing Third Position
(Bronze Medal) in the Inter-College
Yoga Competition organized by the
University of Jammu. holistic student development by pro-

Her remarkable achievement re- viding its students with ample op-
flects the institution’s commitment alongside their rigorous academic portunities to excel in both academ-
to nurturing talent and encouraging  curriculum. ics and sports, thereby fostering a
students to actively participate in This success was made possible culture of excellence and all-round
extracurricular and sports activities, under the able guidance of Prof. (Dr.) growth.

DODA, OCT 01: As a part of the ongoing Swasth
Nari Sakshat Parivar 2025 campaign and under the
directions of Deputy Commissioner Harvinder Singh,
the District Red Cross Society in collaboration with
Blood Centre Government Medical College (GMC)
Doda today organized a Blood Donation Camp here
at College Campus to mark the of National Voluntary

DIPR Kathua lights up Basohli Utsav with spectacular laser extravaganza
Audience mesmerized as faith, festivity and patriotismm come alive in laser visuals

m HT News Desk / DIPR

KATHUA, OCT 01: The third
edition of Basohli Utsav witnessed
yet another spectacular evening
asthe Tri-Theme Laser and Beam
Show organized by the District
Information Centre Kathua of DIPR
J&K it up the skies over Ramleela
Ground, leaving spectators mes-
merized.

The Chief Guest, Director ACB,
Shakti Pathak along with jam
packed Ram Leela Ground wit-
nessed the colourful show. Other
prominent dignitaries present on
the occasionincluded ADCBasohli,
Pankaj Bhagotra and District In-
formation Officer, Rajinder Digra.

The specially curated show was
designed around three powerful
themes - the eternal saga of Ram-
leela, the spiritual fervour of
Navratriand the spiritof patriotism.

Throughvibrantlaser projections

®© 00 ©

and synchronized beameffects, epic
tales, devotional narratives and
nationalistic motifs were brought
alive in a rare fusion of tradition
and modern technology.

The Ramleela segment of the
showrecreated key episodes from
theepic,blending devotional chants
with striking visuals that cele-
brated the timeless values of righ-
teousness and sacrifice. The
Navratrithemeradiated the festive
energy of the season, portraying
divine power and devotion through
vibrant colours and synchronised
music. The patriotic sequence,
marked by stirringimagery of the
national flag and freedom strug-
gle, drew loud cheers from the
audience, ignitingacollective sense
of pride and unity.

The dazzlingbeam show add-
ed another dimension to the spec-
tacle as coordinated rays of light
swept across the venue, symbol-

ising divine blessings, festive en-
ergy and national pride, thus
creating a truly immersive expe-
rience for the spectators.

Wee o A7

Earlier in the day, traditional
sportsevents like Santoliaand Tug
of War, witnessing active par-
ticipation of school children. Aca-

demic and cultural competitions
including essay writing, painting,
storytelling and Sanskrit Shloka
recitation highlighted the creative
zeal of young participants.

The cultural evening also fea-
tured soulful performances of
Dogri Geetru and Sithania songs,
adding a folk flavour to the fes-
tivities. At Rani Ka Talab, depart-
mental and SHG stalls drew large
crowds with live demonstrations
of Basohli paintings, Pashmina
weaving and local handicrafts,
besides exhibitions on manuscripts,
archives and services of different
departments.

Withanoverwhelmingresponse
from locals, tourists and students,
BasohliUtsav 3.0 continues tostand
outasaconfluence of heritage, de-
votionand patriotism, reaffirming
Basohli'sidentity as Vishwasthali—
the land of faith.

Blood Donation Day.

The Medical College Principal Dr. Rakesh Bahl,
inaugurated the camp as the Chief Guestin the pres-
ence of Dr. Sumat-ul-Khursheed (HOD Pathology),
Dr. Abdul Gafoor (BMO Ghat), Dr. Younis Saleem Bhat
(HOD Dentistry) and others.

Asmanyas 21 persons including IRP Jawans, GMC
Staff, MBBS students, JK Bank Staff and other volun-
teers donated blood.

Speaking on the occasion, The Principal GMC
welcomed the District Red Cross Society and the
Blood Centre for organizing the camp. He further
emphasized the importance of blood donation, term-
ing it a noble cause that not only saves lives but also
strengthens the spirit of humanity and social respon-
sibility.

The District Red Cross Society extended heartfelt
thankstoall participants and assured that such camps
will continue to be organized in the district in the
future.

At the end of the programme, a pledge was also
taken by the staffin the presence of the Chief Guest,
reaffirming their commitment to promote volun-
tary blood donation and serve humanity with
dedication.
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Victory over Evil: Did Ravana Really Die?

Srinagar, Thursday
02-October-2025
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RTlI Act needs a

booster shot in J&K

Jammu & Kashmir had the distinction of hav-
ing astrongRight to Information (RTl) Act of 2009
andthe same was being viewed as arevolution-
ary step in the process where-in an ordinary
person can seek information from any govern-
ment department. Since the central RTI was
implemented in 2005 the civil society activists
of Jammu & Kashmir along with otherimportant
stakeholdersincluding advocates came forward
and improved upon the Central RTI Act of 2005.

The loopholes and the shortcomings in the
central RTl Act were thoroughly studied by the
concemed stakeholders following which the all
important RTlI Act of Jammu & Kashmir came
into existence in 2009. Civil society activists,
advocates and other important people across
the country acknowledged that the Jammu &
Kashmir RTI Actis much more powerful than the
central RTI Act. The significant feature of the
Jammu & Kashmir RTI Act was that the second
appellate authority was directed to dispose of
a matter within a period of 120 days once the
officer is approached by an RTI applicant.

As there is no such provision in the central RTI
Actthe success of the RTl Actin Jammu & Kash-
mir is more visible as compared to the other
states and union territories of the country. Forthe
10 years or so the RTlI Act was a success in the
state of Jammu & Kashmir but the scenario
changedin 2019.The Article 370 was abrogated
on August 5, 2019 and the state of Jammu &
Kashmir was downgraded into two union terri-
tories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh.

Following this Jammu & Kashmircame under
the direct control of the Home Ministry and all
the central acts were extended to the present
union territory. As a result of this the Jammu &
Kashmir RTI Act of 2009 got replaced by the
Central RTI Act of 2005. Once this became the
reality the RTI Act became weak in the union
territory and the officers started to dictate the
terms to the information seekers. As on date
most of the officers give adamn to the RTl appli-
cations.

The information seekers are disturbed over
the present trend and they want the officers to
be made accountable as was being done
prior to August 5, 2019. The RTI Act needs to be
given afillip in Jammu & Kashmir so that the RTI
applicants are relieved and able to get the
information as desired by them through their
receptive applications.

Has the message of Dussehra been |ost?

m Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

Dussehra symbolizes the victory
of good over evil, but today the burn-
ing of Ravana has become mere enter-
tainment. Effigies are burned, but
crime, rape, domestic violence, and
corruption are on the rise in society.
The old Ravanawaslearned and pow-
erful, but was destroyed by arrogance
and lust. Today's Ravanais even more
dangerous, as herepresents the evils
prevalentinsociety,regardless of law
and morality. The true message of
Dussehrais that we must destroy the
evilswithinourselvesandinsociety,
foronly thenis true victory possible.

Dussehra, also known as Vijaya-
dashami, symbolizes the victory of
good over evil in our society. The
burning of Ravana on this day is said
to convey the message of the end of
evil and the establishment of righ-
teousness and morality. However,
today this festivalis becoming mere-
ly a means of celebration and enter-
tainment. While effigies of Ravana
are burned, the demons of Ravana
—crime, vice,and moral degradation
- continue to pervade society.

Every year on Dussehra, people
enthusiastically break and burn effi-
gies of Ravana. The purpose has
always been to destroy evil and
ensure the triumph of good. How-
ever, in modern society, this sym-
bolicact has become merely a visual
entertainment. People come towatch,
post photos and videos on social
media, but make no effort to change
the evils prevalent in their lives or
society.

In ancient times, Ravana was a
wise, powerful, and ethical ruler. He
was a devotee of Lord Shiva, a schol-

ar, and a valiant warrior. His one
mistake—his lustful abduction of
Sita—led to his doom. Ravana's life
teaches us that no one can stay on
the path of moral degradation by
virtue of their wisdom, power, or
resources.Ifegoand lust overwhelm
the heart, destruction is certain.

Today's society is also filled with
similar Ravana figures. The Ravana
of old was merely a figure, while
today'sRavanaexistsinevery home,
street, city, and village. Crime, mur-
der,rape,domesticviolence, bribery,
and corruptionare constantly onthe
rise. This is not just a police or law
and order issue, but also a sign of
society's moral decline.

The burning of effigies during our
Dussehrafestival symbolizes the end
of evil. But the reality is that evil has
not diminished in society. Today's
"Ravanas"are cunning,arrogant,and
cruel. They do not hesitate to harm
anyone for their own gain. Burning
wives for dowry, kidnapping women,
rape, and child abuse—these are just
afewexamples. All of thisis happen-
ing on a large scale in society.

The Ravana of old chose the path
of destruction because of his inner
desiresand ego. The Ravana of today
is even more dangerous, as he uses
external power and law to pursue his
own selfish ends. He has no respect
for morality, honesty, or religion. As

aresult, the crisis of trustand human-
ity in society is growing.

The true purpose of Ravana Dah-
an isn't simply to burn effigies. It
teaches ustorecognize and overcome
our inner Ravanas—faults, negative
emotions, and evils. Lasting change
in society is impossible until we kill
the ego, hatred, lies, deceit, and lust
within us.

Your poem, "Burning Puppets
Ask...," beautifully conveys this mes-
sage.Itshows thateffigiesare burned,
butthe real Ravana continues to grow
insociety.Ravanaiskilled every year,
but the Ravana grows elsewhere in
our hearts. This means that external
celebrations are merely symbolic,
while the real battle must be waged
within us.

Today's society is educated and
aware, yetevilsare ontherise.Crime,
rape, domestic violence, corruption,
andimmoral trade—all are examples
of modern Ravanas. Children and
youthare particularly affected. If we
simply enjoy the Ravana Dahan cel-
ebrations without makingreal efforts
to combat evil, the festival will
become an empty symbol.

The true meaning of Dussehra is
realized when we destroy our inner
vices.Truevictory liesin recognizing
and eliminating these—lies, deceit,
ego, lust, and hatred. This is not only
the path to social and moral reform,

but also to personal progress.

Ravana'slifeisdeeplyinstructive.
He was a great scholar, but was
destroyed by egoand lust. Thislesson
iscrucialfortoday's society. We must
understand that external symbols
can only guide; real change must
come from within.

Change insociety is possible only
through the efforts of individuals.
Parents, teachers, senior members of
society, and policymakers must all
work together to sow the seeds of
moral education, virtue,and human-
ityinyoung people and children. Only
then canthe true message of Dusseh-
ra—the triumph of good over evil—be
realized.

If we want the festival of Ravana
Dahantobe more thanjustaburning
of effigies, we must eradicate thelies,
deceit,arrogance,and hatred within
ourselves. We must overcome the
crime and immorality prevalent
within our society. Only then will
Dussehrabecome not just a celebra-
tion, butatrue symbol of social reform
and morality.

Today, Ravana is not just the name
ofaperson,butasymbolofalltheevils
prevalentinsocietythatharmrelation-
ships, family, and social life. Until we
destroytheseRavanaswithinourselves
andinsociety, Dussehrawill continue
tolose its true meaning.

Ultimately, this should not be
merely a symbolic festival, but an
opportunity for introspection and
reform. Burningeffigies only reminds
usthatRavana'sendisnecessary, but
true victory is possible only over the
evilswithinourselvesandinsociety.
Ifwe fail to understand this message,
the annual killing of Ravana on
Dussehrawill remain merely a spec-
tacle, and the real Ravanas will con-
tinue to multiply in society.

The author is a Research
Scholarin Political Science, Poet,
freelance journalist and
columnist, Ubba Bhawan,
Aryanagar, Hisar
(Haryana)-127045

The Days Of The Exams
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Itisdestructive to mount unnecessary pressure
on children to score excessively high or perform
consistently beyond their inherent capacity.

[ vividly recall a moment last year when a 10th
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grade student came to me completely overwhelmed
and distraught. She was so crippled by exam stress
that she had abandoned all hope even appearing
for, let alone passing the exam. Through focussed
guidance and support she not only appeared for
the examination but achieved high scores.

This experience was a powerful realisation that
students rarely lack the ability to succeed. What
they truly need is to remove fear that paralyzes
them. Consistent, compassionate support paired
with practical guidanceis the key. By simply show-
ing them the way and reminding them of their
strength we can immediately dissolve their stress
and unlock their path to success.Experiencing some
stress and pressure to perform well during exams
is completely normal. However the real danger
emerges when students fail to manage stress effec-
tively. Unchecked pressure can quickly become
detrimental, leading to disturbed sleep patterns, a
dramaticloss of concentration, diminished interest
in studying and ultimately poor academic perfor-
mance. Itis therefore crucial to manage stress before
it undermines their health and their results.

First and foremost we must learn to recognise
the signs of stress in students. Once the signs are
identified, it becomes imperative for parents and
teacherstoinitiate open and honest communication
with students to help them emerge stronger.As
parents and teachers, our fundamental responsibil-
ity is to provide students with the opportunities to
set achievable learning goals. It is destructive to
mount unnecessary pressure on them to score
excessively high or perform consistently beyond
their inherent capacity.

Every child possesses a unique ability and pace
of learning and they can thrive when allowed to

achieve according to their strengths. When subject
to intense external pressure, a student often fails
to achieve even their true potential. Therefore the
focus must shift from demanding perfection to
nurturing potential.

Effective time management is without doubt a
crucial tool for stress management. A common
pitfall for many students is their failure to manage
time efficiently for studies and exam preparation
throughout the session. They often start cramming
onlywhen the examlooms near leaving insufficient
time to cover the entire syllabus. The simple solution
is to follow a regular structured study schedule. It
will definitely come to students’ rescue during
exams.

To deliver their best during exams, students
must prioritize proper restand adequate sleep with
a minimum 7 to 8 hours each night. Sleep is not
luxury, itis essential for memory consolidation and
peak cognitive function. Furthermore incorporat-
ing a gentle physical activity, such as short walk
into their daily routine can do wonders.Educators
need to inculcate positive thoughts and encourage
studentstoregularly lookandreflect ontheimmense

journey they have completed and significant
achievements they already secured. It is equally
important toreinforce that they have prepared well
and there is no reason to worry.Besides maintain-
ing a healthy physical body it is equally important
to enrich and nourish the mind. Simple yet power-
ful practices like breathing exercises, meditation
and mindfulness are essential tools for mental
clarity and stability.Furthermore students can take
immense motivation by taking inspiration from
successful individuals. Exploring their struggles,
resilience and success stories and understanding
how they overcome hurdles to achieve milestones
can be profoundly encouraging.Ultimately parents
and teachers mustemphasis the value of sincere efforts
over the final results. It is crucial to genuinely appre-
ciate the hard work students put in and reinforce the
idea that their efforts are more important than their
results.In turn students should focus on giving their
sincere best, remain optimistic and actively heed the
advice of their parents and teachers.

THE AUTHOR IS A REGULAR COLUMNIST AND
FREELANCE WRITER
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B By MS Nazki

It was another emotional day yesterday
so I lost the color black of my ink and thus
was absent without leave! But today I'm
fresh so here we start.......... !

Badaltey Mausam: Like the world, like
the customs, like the promises, like the
vows, will you change like the weather, too?
will you change like the weather, too? The
world changes, the seasons change, but you
can'tchange my heart, willyou change like
the weather, too?......... It is impossible!

You have made a promise beyond the
skies, we (The Indian Army) have given you
my love in exchange for my heart! By the
earth, by the sky, I swear, By your head, I
swear, the sights change, the dreams change,
but you will make my heart beat! Will you
change like the weather, too? Will you
changelike the weather, too?.............. Impos-
sible again as Indian Army stands for the
people of Nagaland and Manipur!

While there isn't a single widely-docu-
mented story of "a weaver's daughter who
made it big in Manipur,” Bijiyashanti Tong-
bram from Manipur is a prominent con-
temporary example of a successful woman
from a weaving background who achieved
significant recognition. Initially a home-
maker and weaver to support her family,
she transformed her skills into a successful
business, earning her a prestigious Padma
Shri award for her contributions to entre-
preneurship and women's empowerment.
She is an inspiration, embodying the suc-
cessful journey of a Manipur woman who
leveraged traditional craftsinto significant
economic and social achievement.

The Story of Muktamani: Humble Begin-
nings: Muktamani began her journey as a
weaver from Manipur,driven by the neces-
sity to survive and provide for her children.

Entrepreneurial Spirit: She evolved from
being a weaver to a shrewd businesswom-
an, using her traditional craftasafoundation
for her entrepreneurial endeavors.

Recognition and Achievement: Her
dedicationand successinbuilding abusiness
led to her recognition with the prestigious
Padma Shri award, a high civilian honor in
India. She now hasanannualincomeinthe
lakhs, demonstrating the transformative
power of her entrepreneurial journey.

Contextualizing Weaver Traditions in
Manipur: A Rich Tradition: Weaving is a
deeplyingrained cultural practice in Mani-
pur, with women traditionally weaving
from their homes and within communities.
The skill is passed down through genera-
tions, often starting at a young age.

Economic and Cultural Significance:
Weaving is both a household activity and
a significant source of income, forming a
strong cottage industry in the state.

Preservation of Culture: The intricate
handloom traditions, such as the production
ofInnaphee and Phanek, are vital to preserv-
ing Manipur's cultural heritage, with weav-
ers serving as guardians of this tradition.

The Impact of Women like Muktamani:
Empowerment: Women like Muktamani
serve as powerful role models, empowering
other women and communities in Manipur
to embrace their traditional skills and pur-
sue entrepreneurship.

Inspiration for Generations: The success
of women like Muktamani inspires young-
er generations to recognize the value of
their heritage and provides pathways to
create independent and successful futures
for themselves.-

Without tradition, artisaflock of sheep
without a shepherd. Science and technol-
ogy revolutionize our lives, but memory,
tradition and myth frame our response!

Weaving in Manipur is believed to have
started with the goddess Panthoibee, who
wasinspired by observingaspider'sintricate
cobwebs, or alternatively with the goddess
Chitnu Tamitnu who discovered cottonand
produced the yarn. The Meitei people's
folklore and oral tradition also describes
the practice as a cosmic process initiated
by Maiba and Maibi, messengers of God,
during creation.

Goddess Panthoibee: One legend states
that the goddess Panthoibee saw a spider
creating fine threads for a cobweb and was
inspired to begin weaving.

Goddess Chitnu Tamitnu: Another belief
suggests that the goddess Chitnu Tamitnu
was the first to discover cotton and to pro-
duce yarn, arranging the necessary equip-
mentand constructingaweaving shed (the
Sinnaishang) to start the craft.

Cosmic Origin: Another folklore perspec-
tive describes weaving as a cosmic creation
process, with the sounds of spinning and

weaving stimulated by the god's messengers,
Maiba and Maibi.

Historical Context: Weaving is a long-
established tradition in Manipur, with
royal patronage seen during the reign of
King Meidingu Loiyumba in the 11-12th
century, who commissioned the weaving
of the Moirang Phee.

Silk weaving also has a deep history in
Manipur, with references to its use during
the reign of King Kangba and later king
Meidingu Senbi Kiyamba.

King Kangba (1405-1359 BC) was a
ruler of Ancient Manipur (Kangleipak) tra-
ditionally credited with inventing Sagol
Kangjei, the earliest form of the modern
game of polo. Son of King Tangja Leela
Pakhangba, he is a significant figure in
Meitei history, with his life and family
recorded inthe ancient text Ningthou Kang-
balon. His memorial is being developed as
a tourism site in Kangmong, the village
where his last rites are believed to have
been performed.

Senbi Kiyamba (Old Manipuri: Senpi
Kiyampawas a Meitei monarch and a ruler
of Kangleipak kingdom (Manipur kingdom).
He was the son of Medingu Ningthou Khom-
ba and his warrior queen Leima Linthoin-
gambi. Born Thangwai Ningthouba, he
succeeded his father at the age of 24. He
took the name Kiyamba meaning "Con-
queror of Kyang", after conquering the Shan
kingdom in the Kabaw Valley in alliance
with King Choupha Khe Khomba of Pong
in 1470.

The Northeasternregion of Indiaisarich
tapestry of tradition, where culture thrives
in the intricate patterns of handwoven
textiles, the vibrant sparkle of bead jewel-
lery and the earthy wisdom of natural
cosmetics. Passed down through genera-
tions, these crafts have not only preserved
ancestral knowledge but also shaped com-
munity identities across states like Manipur
and Nagaland.

In Manipur, handloom artistry finds
expression in textiles like the Wangkhei
Phee and Moirang Phee, woven with fine
cotton and ceremonial significance. The
iconic phanek, a wraparound skirt, is not
just a garment but a symbol of feminine
grace and cultural heritage. The tribes of
Nagaland - Ao, Angamiand Chakhesangare
distinguished through their unique shawls
which include the Tsungkotepsu that orig-
inally served as warrior clothing and now
function as identity symbols and status
markers. Traditional bead jewelry creation
is a vibrant practice which produces spiri-
tualand ancestral heirloom ornaments that
the Tangkhul and Konyak tribes specialize
in making.

Further details:

In the 18th century, there was a decline
in the worship of Panthoibi mirrored arise
of Vaishnavism in Manipur. Hindu King
Garib Niwaj Pamheiba (1709-1748) pulled
down her temples and broke her statues,
and from the 18th century onwards, Pan-
thoibi was treated as amanifestation of the
Hindu goddess Durga or as her incarnation
or as her manifestation. The identity of
Panthoibi was changed to that of Hindu
goddess Durga. She was worshipped for five
days in September - October

The goddess Panthoibi from Manipur's
Meitei mythology is a prominent figure
related to handicraft, fertility,and warfare,
whose worship has also been extended to
the Meitei Tamil community in places like
Moreh, where she is known as Konthong
Lairembi. Another goddess, Hiyangthang
Lairembi (also known as Irai Leima), was
associated with the Hindu goddess Kamak-
hya (a form

In Manipur, Maiba refers to the male
religious functionary and a traditional
healer in the Meitei culture, while Maibi is
the female counterpart, a priestess who

serves as a spirit medium and carries the
oral traditions of the Sanamabhi religion.
Both Maiba and Maibi play crucial roles,
especially in the Lai Haraoba festival, but
the Maibi holds a more prominent spiri-
tual and ritualistic significance, as she is
the one who can become possessed by a
divine spirit to deliver oracles.

Maiba (Male Religious Practitioner)

Role: A male priest, ritual officiant, and
oftenatraditional medical practitioner who
acquires knowledge from mystical texts.

Significance: He also plays avital role in
the Lai Haraoba festival, performingrituals
and chanting.

Maibi (Female Priestess):

Role: The female priestess, spirit medium,
dancer, and singer who is considered the
primary carrier of the oral religious tradi-
tions of the Meitei.

Spiritual Significance: Awomanbecomes
aMaibithroughdirect possessionbyadivine
spirit, or Lai.

Prominence: The Maibi is more signifi-
cant than the Maiba, playing a leading role
in rituals and possessing the ability to
deliver oracles while possessed.

Traditional Dress: She wearsadistinctive
white attire, including a phanek (skirt) and
enaphi (chaddari), often with colorful bor-
ders for visual performance.

Interrelationship and Cultural Impor-
tance-

Lai Haraoba: Both the Maibi and Maibi
play essential roles in the Lai Haraoba fes-
tival, which honors the Umang Lais and
Lam Lais.

Spirit Possession: While a Maibi is a
woman chosen through divine possession,
a traditional Maiba who experiences pos-
session was historically known as a "male
Maibi" and was expected to adopt the cloth-
ing of a female Maibi, though this practice
is changing.

Preservation of Culture: The Maibis are
vital in preserving the essence of Meitei
culture, religion, and worldview, acting as
major carriers of indigenous customs and
traditions.

King Loiyumba also known as Meidin-
gu Loiyumpa, was a Meitei monarch and a
ruler of Kangleipak kingdom. He was the
first king to order a written constitution in
the 11-12th century CE which is known as
the Loiyumpa Silyel (Loiyumba Sinyen).

Roso Phishahanba was appointed the
head of weaving loisang (department) dur-
ing the time of Meidingu Loiyumba. The
Puya "Loiyumpa Silyen" or "Loiyumba
Shinyen"records the names of royal weav-
ers such as Naotam Phishapa, Ngangti
Phishapa, Yangnu Phishapa, Heisu Naha
Phishapa and more.

They had been crying, butIjust can'tlet
it show, I should be hoping, but I can't stop
thinking, Of all the things I should've said,
thatIneversaid, all the things we should've
done, that we never did, qll the things I
should've given, but [ didn't! Make it go

(Major’s Diary)

Wangkhei Phee is a delicate, traditional
handloom textile from Manipur, India,
characterized by its transparency and intri-
cate, fine patterns. Traditionally made with
cotton fibers and an airy weave of spaced
warp and weft threads, this fabric was
historically reserved for the royal family
and is now a protected Geographical Indi-
cation (GI) product.

Key Characteristics: Fabric: Made from
white cotton, often with silk fibers woven
in.

Weave: Features averyopen,airy weave
with spaced warp and weft threads, making
the fabric translucent.

Designs: Handwoven with intricate,
delicate patterns and motifs, showcasing
masterful weaving skills.

Origin: Originates from Imphal East,

Manipur, and is a protected GI product.

CulturalSignificance: Embodies tradition
and was historically worn by royalty.

The fabric is woven by women.

Itrequires exceptional skill to create the
fine patterns and airy texture.

Moirang Phee is a hand-woven textile
from Moirang, Manipur, characterized by
the MoirangPheejin design—a pattern of
triangular motifs on the borders of the cloth.
"Phee" means "cloth"in the Meiteilanguage,
and while it can be made of cotton or silk,
the design itself is significant and histori-
cally was reserved for royalty. The fabric is
woven on a back-strap loom by skilled
artisans, often women, and holds cultural
importance, being used in traditional cloth-
ing like the Manipuri phanek.

Origin: The Moirang Phee originated in
thevillage of Moirang, Manipur, and is now
produced throughout the state.

MoirangPhee : Thisis the defining design,
featuring sharp, consistent triangles on the
longitudinal edges of the fabric that point
towards the center.

Materials: It can be woven from cotton
or silk threads.

Significance: The Moirang Pheeisasym-
bol of Manipuri identity and cultural heri-
tage.

Weaving process: Skillful craftsmanship:
The intricate MoirangPheejin design
requires precisionand is aslow, contempla-
tive process, often performed by womenin
home workshops.

Back-strap loom: The fabricis tradition-
ally woven on a back-strap loom.

Cultural significance: Weavingis anart
thatistaughttogirlsatayoungagein many
Meitei clans.

The Tronglaobi Yarn Bank is an Indian
Army-backed skill development project in
Tronglaobi village, Manipur, that provides
raw materials and training to women weav-
ers to revive traditional textile crafts,
empower the community, and create a
sustainable model for local development
and peace-building. The project is a col-
laboration with the Aseem Foundation, a
non-governmental organization,and aims
tofoster community well-being by creating
a platform for women weavers to sell their
products and use their profits to sustain the
bank.

Key Aspects of the Tronglaobi Yarn Bank:
Collaboration: The project is a partnership
between the Indian Army and the Aseem
Foundation, in collaboration with local vil-
lagers, particularly women artisans.

Empowerment: It focuses on empower-
ing local women by providing them with
the necessary raw materials, machinery,
infrastructure, and guidance to excel in
their weaving skills.

Revival of Tradition: The Yarn Bank helps
to revive and promote the rich, traditional
weaving culture of the region.

Sustainable Development: Theinitiative
creates aself-sustaining model by ensuring
that the profits generated by the weavers
are reinvested into buying raw materials
and supporting the Yarn Bank.

Economic & Social Impact: It serves asa
significant step towards community well-
being, fosteringresilience, promoting entre-
preneurship, and building a more cohesive
and peaceful society.

Peace-Building: The project’'s emphasis
onculturalrevival and economic empower-
mentisseenasareplicable model for peace-
building in sensitive regions.

What is the Indian Army doing:

Complementing these are the natural
cosmetics derived from plants and herbs
and flowers like leihao, the turmeric, rice
water and sesame oil occurs for both daily
careand sacredrituals. The practices dem-
onstrate ecological wisdom before sustain-
ability became the popular buzzword of
moderntimes. Yet, despite their deeproots,

Model For Peace-Building In Sensitive Regions

these traditions faced therisk of fading away
untilahearteninginterventionarrived from
the Indian Army.

Reviving Tradition, Empowering Wom-
en: Indian Army personnel often received
handmade shawls and jewellery from North-
east villagers during their deployment in
remote areas where they discovered this
valuable yet fading cultural heritage. Rec-
ognizing the untapped potential of these
heritage crafts and requirement of their
exposure to other states, the Indian Army
initiated a unique empowerment drive.

Leveraging the local skill set of women
in the region, the Army partnered with
Aseem Foundation, a Pune based NGO
known for its work in entrepreneurship,
education and development in remote and
conflict-prone areas. This collaboration gave
rise toaseries of community-driveninitia-
tives under Operation Sadbhavana, result-
inginthe establishment of production units
centered on weaving, yarn banking, natural
cosmeticsandbead jewellery. These projects
were crafted with a dual purpose to revive
the region’s rich cultural heritage and to
empowerlocal women through sustainable
livelihoods and economic self-reliance.

Loktak Mist: Beauty Rooted in Nature:
During community engagements, the local
women of Phubala village in Bishnupur
district of Manipur showed interest for
making natural cosmetics based on tradi-
tional Manipuri knowledge. The women
from this region used rice water with wild
herbs and aromatic oils as part of their
beauty practice. The Phubala Cosmetic
Centre developed as anew initiative which
drewitswisdom fromancestral knowledge.
The cosmetic brand, "Loktak Mist", draws
itsname and inspiration from Loktak Lake,
Manipur’s iconic freshwater treasure. It
beautifully blends age-old beauty recipes
with modern cosmetic standards, offering
aharmonious fusion of tradition and inno-
vation in every product. The Army pro-
vided women with technical skills for skin-
care formulation and branding with
marketing techniques. Loktak Mist products
made from rice water, leihao flowers and
herbal oils serve as more than natural skin-
care because they embody cultural pride,
entrepreneurial success and resilience.

Zakhama Textile Unit: Threads of Unity
inNagaland: InNagaland’s Kohima district,
the Red Shield Division established a textile
unit in Zakhama village, tapping into the
tribal weaving traditions symbolized by
shawls like the Tsungkotepsu. The facility,
outfitted with traditional looms and variety
of yarns including cotton, polyester, acryl-
icandsilkalongwith other necessary equip-
ment, became a hub of structured training
and income generation.

Localwomen gained access to structured
skill development and sustainable income
avenues. The initiative provided livelihood
support but also strengthened the emo-
tional relationship between Indian Army
and local communities, making Armyatrue
partner of peace and development.

A Skill Development Centre for Bead
Jewellery opened its doors at P Moulding
Village in Kangpokpi district of Manipur
through Operation Sadbhavana. Local
women receive hands-on training through
this program for traditional beadwork tech-
niqueswhichinclude wire looping and bead
identification and stringing and knotting.

Expertguidance and continuous support
from Army enables the center to develop
intoasustainable commercial business that
turns cultural artistry into financial oppor-
tunities for women. This project unites
traditional heritage with business prac-
tices to create better livelihood options that
supports the Army's mission todrive social
transformation and self-reliance and inclu-
sive development in the area.

A Tapestry of Change: These initiatives
represent economic possibilities beyond
their surface value because they revive
cultural heritage while providing self-
expression platforms and traditional con-
nections to modern innovation. The wom-
en of Northeast now share their narratives
through the musical loom rhythms and
beadwork elegance and Loktak Mist fra-
grance.

TheIndian Army's distinctive initiative
with Aseem Foundation ensures that
traditional crafts which almost disap-
peared from existence now serve as driv-
ers of social transformation and self-
reliance. Through their joint efforts they
have established a new perspective that
combines empowerment with peace and
tradition to show remote areas that a
brighter future can be built through vision
and compassion.

The last drummers call for today:
Badaltey Mausam: Duniya ki tarah, Rasmo
ki tarah, Wado ki tarah, Kasmo ki tarah,
Mausam ki tarah tum bhi, Badal toh na
jaoge, Mausam ki tarah tum bhi, Badal toh
najaoge.............. But a promise has been
signed between the Indian Army and peo-
ple of Manipur...........!

Views,Opinions, facts etc Expressed by the Authors are their Own and Headlines Today doesn't acknowledge the viewpoint in any manner. And the claims made by the advertisers,
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Fragrances To Set The
Mood For This Festive Season

m  Shahnaz Husain

Festival and wedding season is here,
and it is time to prepare for endless cel-
ebrations, family gatherings, and social
events that stretch from early-morning
rituals to late-night parties

It is the time of year when families,
friends, and loved ones come together
to celebrate the Festival of Lights.

As you prepare to welcome guests
into your home during this auspicious
occasion, creating the perfectambience
isessential. One way todo thisis by using
delightful fragrances that not only infuse
your space with a sense of festivity but
also leave a lasting impression on your
visitors.

Selecting the perfect perfume forthe
festive season is an art that combines
personal preference with the mood of
the occasion.

The right fragrance has the power to
evoke emotions, set the tone for your
interactions, and even become a cher-
ished part of your festive traditions.

The scents associated with these fes-
tivalsare more thanjust pleasantaromas;
they are an integral part of the cultural
and spiritual experience. From the calm-
ing scent during Navratri to the invigo-
rating fragrance during Diwali, these
scents are deeply intertwined with the
Indian way of life

Eucalyptus

Fill your home with the refreshing
scent of eucalyptus this festival season.
It will smell amazing in your home and
have a refreshing and mood-boosting
flagrance for you and your guests that
matches the vibrant atmosphere of the
festive season.

One of the simplest ways to enjoy the
scent of eucalyptus in your home is by
lightinga scented candle. Eucalyptus has
a beautiful aroma. It can be used for its
aesthetic appearance to decorate your
home and the beautiful fragrance will
keep your rooms smelling fresh.

Not only does eucalyptus look aes-
thetically placed among your Diwali
decorations, italso has great benefits for
you too..Eucalyptus aromatherapy can
help soothe discomfort, protect against
infection,and facilitate deeperbreathing.

Eucalyptus aromatherapy has been
known to soothe discomfort, help protect
againstinfection, facilitate deeper breath-
ing and rejuvenate the body and spirit.

These candles are created to promote
the health of the body, mind, and soul
through comprehensive therapeuticcare.
Scented candles are the most reliable

and easiest standby to getinto the festive
spirit, whether alone or with family.

The pollutionlevel during diwali gets
grave every year and one can use euca-
lyptus asanairfreshener. Putfew springs
inaglassjar and placeitindifferent parts
of the home in whatever room you like
. It will create a wonderful aroma of
eucalyptus that will last anywhere
between 1-2 weeks.

Rose

Rose, the queen of flowers, signifies
love and beauty. Its sweet, floral notes
create a romantic and sensual sensory
experience. that can be used to infuse
your home with this classic fragrance.
The scent of roses will create a soothing
and welcoming ambience.

There are over adozenrose perfumes
that smell fresh, modern, and chic. and
each one generally lends itself well to
differentaccords.Rose oilis a pure distil-
lation of rose that tends to smell cool,
freshand green. Rose extracts varybased
on when and where the flowers were
grown and processed.

Rose Attaris made traditionally using
the age-old method devised about 500
years ago. The rose flowers used in the
processare carefully selected for quality.
‘Rosa damascena’ is used to extract this
attar. Itisestimated that more than 50kgs
of rose petals are needed for producing
about 10 ml of attar. The process used is
Hydro-distillation, similar to many oth-
er attars. Musk is a rich and warm fra-
grance that is both spicy and sweet.
Within the rose, it is produced in the
stamens, as opposed to the petals, which
means the scent easily shakes off and
perfumes the air with its heady aroma.
Musk Roses tend to be found inRamblers

Sandalwood

Sandalwood is a versatile player in
the world of perfumery which evoke a
sense of luxury and sophistication.

Sandalwood is one of the mostrevered
fragrances in India.

The use of sandalwood dates back
thousands of years where it is highly
revered for its fragrance and spiritual.

Known foritsrich, warm,and woody
aroma. It has been used in various cul-
tures for its calming and meditative
properties.

Its woody, sweet, and creamy scent
is often associated with divinity and

purity.

You can use sandalwood incense
sticks, essential oils, or even sandalwood-
infused potpourrito create aserene and
welcoming atmosphere in your home.
Sandalwood’s calming properties can
also help set a relaxed mood during the
Diwali festivities

Sandalwood fragrances are afavourite
amongboth menand women.The warm
and creamy scent of sandalwood blends
wellwithvarious other notes, appealing
to a wide range of tastes.

Jasmine (Mogra)

Jasmine, known as “Mogra” is a fra-
grant flower that blooms in abundance
during Diwali.

Jasmine is revered in ancient scrip-
tures, beautified temples, homes, and
hearts since time immemorial.

Angel wing Jasmine, Wild Jasmine,
Arabian Jasmine, and Lemon-scented
Jasmine are all known for their scent.

Known forits sweet and intoxicating
fragrance, jasmine flowers are small,
star-shaped, and typically white

Jasmine represents innocence, holi-
ness and hopefulness.

They can be grown in pots, hanging
baskets, or directly in the garden. Regu-
lar watering is essential, but overwater
willspoil the plant. Pruning after flower-
ing helps maintain the plant's shape and
encourages more bloom.

The aroma of jasmine will undoubt-
edly create an inviting and lively atmo-
sphere foryour guests and commemorate
the feeling of Diwali.

The aroma of jasmine has a soothing
effect,allowing one torelaxin the midst
of lively Diwali festival celebrations.

You can place fresh jasmine flowers
in vases, string them into garlands, or
use Mogra (Jasmine) Incense Sticks to
fill your home with the enchanting aro-
ma of this beautiful flower.

Make a special Diwali gift with dried
petals, spices and jasmine essential oil
in a jar that will evoke the smell of the
festivity. Jasmine essential oil, with its
ethereal fragrance and profound cul-
tural significance, is more than just an
aroma during Diwali.

The authoris an international
fame beauty expert and is called
herbal queen of India

Clean Air, Healthy People

m Vijay Garg

World Environmental Health Day was ini-
tially observed in 2011 following its initiation
by the International Federation of Environ-
mental Health (IFEH). Since that time, it has
served asaninternational platform to highlight
critical issues such as water quality, food
safety, sanitation, and, more recently, the
pressing crises of air pollution and climate
change. The day serves asa moment to recog-
nise the quiet but critical contributions of
environmental health professionals, who work
tirelessly to prevent disease and promote
healthier living environments. In 2025, the
15thyearly recognition of this day arrives when
India’s struggle against contaminated air has
turned into a crucial public health and devel-
opment concern.

Indiatodaybearstheignominiousdistinction
of hosting the majority of the world’s most pol-
luted cities. The World Air Quality Report 2024,
released by Swiss company IQAir, ranked India
as the 5th most polluted country globally. Delhi
frequently dominates the news foritsdangerous
smog, particularly during the winter season,
when a harmful mix of vehicle exhaust, indus-
trialwaste, crop burning, and construction dust
envelops the city. In November 2023, for exam-
ple, Delhi’s Air Quality Index (AQI) exceeded 450
onmultiple days —levels categorised as “severe”
and “hazardous” to human health. Cities such
asKanpur, Lucknow, Ghaziabad, and Patnaoften
show air quality levels significantly exceeding
safelimits,endangering millionsdaily. Theissue
extendsbeyondlarge cities; smaller urbanareas
are similarly facing increasing pollution from
unregulated industrial zones and the growth of
vehicles.

The effects on health caused by this toxic air
are overwhelming. The Lancet Commission on
Pollution and Health stated that air pollution
caused almost 1.6 million early deaths in India
in 2019, designating it as the primary environ-
mental risk factor for mortality. Children are
especially at risk, with increasing instances of
asthma, bronchitis, and hindered lung growth
noted in city schools. Adults encounter height-
ened risks of heart disease, stroke, lung cancer,
and even cognitive decline associated with
prolonged exposure.Inadditiontohumanhealth,
air pollution impacts livestock and farming.
Animalsexposedtoelevatedlevelsofparticulate
matter experience respiratory issues and lower
milk production. Ground-level ozone, aresult of
airpollution,endangerscropyields by disrupting
photosynthesisand inhibiting plant growth. Air
pollution also carries a heavy economic burden
forIndia. Estimates suggestannuallossesbetween
$95 billion and $150 billion, equivalent to near-
ly 3 per cent of the country’s GDP. These losses
stem from multiple factors — declining labour
productivity, higher healthcare costs from pol-
lution-related diseases, and reduced economic
output due to premature deaths.

Thiscrisisisrooted inacomplicated network
of factors. Swift urban growth and industrial
development, along with weak enforcement

of environmental laws, have transformed
Indian cities into pollution hotspots. Vehicle
emissions continue to be the primary cause,
worsened by the rapid increase in private cars
and insufficient public transportation. Coal-
fired thermal power stations and brick manu-
facturing facilities discharge significant quan-
tities of pollutants, whereas construction work
generates dust that remains airborne. Sea-
sonal stubble burning in regions such as Pun-
jab and Haryana contributes to the winter
smog in Delhi. The use of biomass for cooking
inrural and peri-urban households remains a
quiet yet considerable factor in both indoor
and outdoor air pollution. Collectively, these
elements formanair pollution emergency that
resists immediate solutions.

Public awareness is crucial in tackling this
issue. Although government regulations and
technological solutions are essential, the behav-
iour of citizens can determine their effective-
ness. Initiatives like the “Odd-Even” vehicle
restriction in Delhi or the encouragement of
cleaner LPG cooking fuel through the Pradhan
MantriUjjwala Yojanademonstrate that with
active publicinvolvement, significant progress
can be achieved. Regrettably, understanding
of the health effects of pollution s still limited
innumerous communities, resulting in delayed
actions. For example, the implementation of
masks on high smog days or routine air qual-
ity assessments in educational institutions
and workplaces remains infrequent. Enhanc-
ing environmental health literacy is crucial to
fostering demand for cleaner policies and
responsible living.

Acknowledging the magnitude of theissue,
India hasimplemented various laws and initia-
tives to address air pollution. The Air (Preven-
tion and Control of Pollution) Act, enacted in
1981, established the basis for overseeing
industrial emissions. The Environmental Pro-
tection Act of 1986 granted the government
extensive authority to safeguard environmen-
tal quality. Recently, the National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP), which started in 2019,
seeks to lower particulate matter levels by
20-30 per cent across 131 cities by 2024. The
Commission for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) was also set up in 2021 to oversee
pollution controlin the National Capital Region
and surrounding states. Policies promoting
electricvehicles, renewable energy, and strict-
er emission norms for industries and vehicles
reflect India’s commitment to tackling the
crisis. Still, considerable voids persist. The
application of regulationsvaries,and penalties
for offenders are frequently insufficient to
discourage repeat violations. Collaboration
among state governments — essential during
the stubble burning period —is often hindered
by political disagreements. Public transport
systems are unable to keep pace with urban
expansion, leading toreliance on personal cars.
Open-airwaste burning remains unregulated
in numerous cities. The NCAP has faced criti-
cism for insufficient funding and the absence
ofeffective monitoring systems. Lacking strong
political will, sufficient funding, and com-
munity involvement, these initiatives may fail
tomeet theirambitious goals. Toaddress these
challenges, India requires a thorough and
multifaceted action strategy.

Vijay Garg Retired Principal
Educational columnist Eminent
Educationist street kour Chand MHR
Malout Punjab

Adopting a healthy lifestyle, ensuring
timely medical attention key to prevent
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heart diseases and stroke: Dr Tasaduk
on World Heart Day, 2025

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, OCT 01: Prominent
Kashmiri doctor, public health expert
and columnist, DrTasaduk HussainItoo
on the occasion of World Heart Day,
2025 said that adopting a healthy life-
styleandensuringtimely medical atten-
tion is key to prevention of heart dis-
eases and stroke. Ina statementissued
on World Heart Day 2025, he said that
this years theme "Don't miss a beat”
encourages individuals and the global
community to prioritize heart health
byrecognizingtheimportance ofevery
heartbeatand taking action to prevent
cardiovascular disease.

He cautioned that adopting
unhealthy routines like eating poorly,
exercising less, or leaning more heav-
ilyonsubstances suchasalcohol, smok-
ing and drug abuse, could increase the
potentialrisks ofheartdiseasesin gen-
eral and heart attacks and stroke in
particular. Dr Itoo said that there are
many modifiable risk factors respon-
sible for heart diseases that can be
modified wellinhealthy waysto prevent
the latter from occurring.

"Controlling your blood pressure
and blood sugar levels, maintaining a
healthy weight, eating a healthy diet,
exercising regularly, and monitoring
your cholesterol and triglyceride levels
and keeping them under control are
crucial hallmarksin preventionofheart
diseases and stroke", he said

Pag

In addition he said that controlling
one’'s lifestyle choices such as avoiding
smoking and alcohol consumptionare
too important to help in prevention of
heart diseases and stroke.

He said that cardiac deathislargely
preventable if patients with a heart
attack come to hospital in time to get
treatment. "Ifyou thinkyouare having
any heartissue, itisreallyimportantto
come to hospital and get evaluated so
you can get the problem taken care of
early"”, DrItoo said.

He furtheradded that people should
also avoid unnecessary stress in their
lives by following agood healthroutine
asresearchhasshownthattheinflam-
mation caused by depression can
increaseaperson’sriskforaheartattack.
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Sat Sharma calls for mass movement on Swadeshi and Atma
Nirbharta in India’s journey to 3rd largest economy

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, OCT 1: India’s path
to 3rd largest economy lies in
adoption of Swadeshi products
and promotion of Atma Nirb-
harta in day-to-day life, stated
Sat Sharma.

Jammu & Kashmir BJP Pres-
ident Sat Sharma (CA), accom-
panied by party Convenor for
Atma Nirbhar Bharat Sankalp
Abhiyan SanjitaDogra (General
Secretary,J&KBJP),and Abhiyan
Committee members Rekha
Mahajan (Vice-President, J&K
BJP)and Arun Sharma (Secretary,
J&KBJP), was addressing a press
conference today at the party
headquarters, Trikuta Nagar,
Jammu.

Extending his greetings on
the auspicious occasion of Ma-
hanavmi, Sat Sharma wished for
peace, prosperity,and harmony
in Jammu & Kashmir.

Elaborating on the Atma
Nirbhar Bharat Sankalp Abhiyan,
Sharma said the campaign was
initiated on September 25, the

birth anniversary of Pt. Deen
Dayal Upadhyay, and will con-
tinue till December 25, the birth
anniversary of former Prime
Minister, Bharat Ratna Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. He emphasized that
the Abhiyan is focused on the
mission of Vocal for Local, which
is key to achieving true self-
reliance.

“Vocal for Local will ensure
India secures the number one
position in the global economy.
The pathto AtmaNirbhartarests
uponthe participation of villages,
the poor, women, farmers, and
youth.Ouraimistoensureaself-
sufficient Bharat,” he asserted.

SatSharmareminded thatBJP’s
commitment to Atma Nirbhar
Bharat dates back to the Bharati-
yaJanaSanghera, when Pt.Deen
Dayal Upadhyay championed
decentralizationand the promo-
tion of Swadeshi. He highlighted
that the mission of self-reliance
gained true momentum during
the COVID pandemic. He said that
it was feared that India would
suffer like other nations, but in-

stead, India developed vaccines,
masks, ventilators,and medicines,
and exported themtonearly 100
countries. That was the first ma-
jor step of true Atma Nirbharta

in modern times, he said.
Today, the time has come to
regain our rightful position as
the world’s economic capital, he
said. Referring to Operation Sin-

been achievable only through
enhanced self-reliance and the
Vocal for Local campaign,” Shar-
ma said, adding that the BJP has
undertaken this campaign in
missionmode on the call of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.He an-
nounced that BJP cadre willreach
every sector over the next three
months to transform the Abhi-
yan into a mass movement.

Appealing to the people, Sat
Sharma urged citizens to max-
imize the use of locally made
products and minimize reliance
on imports. This will strength-
enlocalindustries, boost India’s
export capacity, and contribute
to national prosperity, he said
and further called for promoting
Swadeshi products, adopting
Khadiindailylife,and beginning
the mission from homes and
society itself.

Sharma also described the
recent GST modifications as an
important milestone in promot-
inglocal production and ensur-
ing a favorable ecosystem for
indigenous businesses.

door, he described it as a proud
moment for India that showcased
the nation’sindigenous technol-
ogy and commitment to self-
reliance.

“Today India hasbecome the
world’s fourth-largesteconomy,
with a GDP crossing 4 trillion
dollars. We are moving swiftly
towards the third place. This has

Community mobilisation
programme on Ullas Nav Bharat
Sakshartya program held at

Ladakh UT LG remarks against Nepalese,
Doda residents in bad taste: Bhalla

Public Notice

Iam applying for fresh Pesticides/Fertilizers/Seed License
under the name Farm Edge Solutions Pvt Ltd situated at Aglar
Pattan. In this regard if anybody is having any objection may

GGHSS Miran Sahib

m HT News Desk

MIRAN SAHIB, OCT 1: ACommunity Mobilisation
Programme on Ullas NavBharat Sakshartya Karyakaram
was conducted at Government Girls Higher Second-
ary School (GGHSS) Miran Sahib today. The program
was organized under the guidance of Worthy ZEO
Miran Sahib, Smt. Verthana Sharma, and on the di-
rection of Worthy CEO Jammu, Ajeet Sharma.The
initiative aimed toraise awareness among residents
about the Ullas scheme and its benefits. Participants
were briefed about the forthcoming examinations
scheduled for October 12, 2025.The event sought to
mobilize the community around various government
schemes and encourage active participation at the
grassroots level.The program underscored a com-
mitment to inclusive outreach, empowering citizens
with essential information and encouraging proac-
tive engagement with public programs.

Rakesh Kumar, Vice Principal of GGHSS Miran
Sahib, was the chief guest of the program. His pres-
ence highlighted the importance of community
mobilization and awareness about government
schemes. The program aimed to sensitize local com-
munities about the importance of participating in
government initiatives and to provide them with
essential information about various schemes. By
doing so, the initiative sought to empower citizens

and promote community development. The Com-
munity Mobilisation Programme on Ullas Nav Bharat
Sakshartya Karyakaram was a successful initiative
that raised awareness about the Ullas scheme and
encouraged community participation. Such programs
are essential for promoting inclusive development
and empowering citizens with essential information.

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, OCT 1: Congress
has fully supported the de-
mand of entire Ladakh
people for high-level judicial
probe into the mishandling
of the situation and the fir-
ing incident Kkilling four
persons.

Working President Ra-
man Bhalla has lashed out
atthe centreand UT admin-
istration for mishandling of
the situationin Leh causing
greatresentmentand anger
amongst people of entire
Ladakh region and sup-
ported high level probe as
demanded by both Apexand
KDA The peaceful region of
Ladakh having strategic
importance for the nation
hasbeen pushedinto turmoil
by the BJP due to total
mishandling,he added.

He said people of La-
dakhwere promised the 6th
schedule by the BJP and
centre five years ago, like
statehood to J&K. But the
centrebetrayed both Ladakh

UTand J&K people after get-
ting a complete mandate on
false promises. Centre should
fulfill the genuine demands
of both UTs without further
delay.

ShriBhallawasinteract-
ing with the inhabitants of
areas of Greater Kailash in
Jammuregarding the brew-
ingresentmentand concern
of the people over the ap-
proach ofthe centre govern-
ment.

He also reacted to the
unwarranted and irrespon-
sible remarks of LT Governor
of Ladakh UT blaming the
Nepalese and residents of
Doda behind Leh violence
and said that it was in bad
taste.Evenifanyoneis found
involved in ugly incident
individually, should not be
referred to in the manner,
he hasdone,sending wrong
signals.

Nepal and Nepalese had
been friends of our country
for centuries, and the Gork-
has are known for their
honesty, loyalty,and bravery

& have foughtin the Indian
Armed Forces, gave sacri-
fices defending our borders.
Theyareengaged & preferred
in private security duties
for their qualities of loyalty,
sincerity, and bravery.

Millions of Nepalese work
in our country, and simi-
larly, millions of Indians work
in Nepal ,without any inci-
dent of discrimination and
enemosity on the basis of
origin.

Evenintherecentturmoil
in Nepal, no Indian was
harmed or suffered.

Ant criminal act is an
act of individual or indi-
vidualsinvolved and can't
be attributed to any region,
religion, or community in
the circumstancesin which
the incident happened.

The LG should have
taken due caution in his
address keeping in view
its several connotations
and our friendly relations
with the neighbouring
country and the well being
oflakhs of our countrymen

working there. Although
law should take its own
course against any indi-
viduals found involved in
any violence.

Bhalla also took stock
of the problems faced by
the people in different
localities due to lack of
urgent repairs and resto-
rations after the devas-
tated floods and rainsand
blamed the lack of com-
prehensive package from
Centre and dual control
systemin J&K,asreasons
behind delay in rehabili-
tation measures.

The 28 BJPMLAsand MPs
should impress upon their
government at the center
to fulfill it's promise and
restore statehood without
delay, as dual system is
hurdle in speedy relief, re-
habilitation and restoration
works.

People complained that
extended portion of Great-
erkailash totallyignoredin
development of internal
roads and drains.

MLA Jasrotia holds Public Darbar in Dinga Amb,

file the same to Chief Agriculture Officer Baramulla and PPO
Lal Mandi Srinagar within the time period of 07 days from the
date of Publication of this notice. After that no objection shall
be entertained. ( Aabid Ashraf S/o Mohammad Ashraf Bhat
R/o Aglar pattan) Cell No. 6005461490)

Public Notice

This is for information of general public that the (Electric
bill ) power connection is registered on my Son's name
PARVAIZ AHMAD SIRAJ S/O MANZOOR AHMAD SIRAJ R/O
WATERGAM .Now this Connection bearing Consumer ID NO
021204040000862 wants to be registered on my name MANZOOR
AHMAD SIRAJ F/O PARVAIZ AHMAD SIRAJ R/O WATERGAM
.If anybody have any objection in this regard He/She may file
his/her objection in the concerned PDD office within seven
days from the date of publication ofthis notice after that no
objection will be entertained.

Name...MANZOOR AHMAD
F/O .PARVAIZ AHMAD SIRA]
R/O ...WATERGAM WAGOORA

addresses grievances and flood-related issues

m  HT News Desk

KATHUA, OCT 1: MLA Jasrota Ra-
jiv]asrotia today held a Public Darbar
in Dinga Amb, providing a platform
for the local community to raise their
grievancesand concerns.The program
was attended by senior officials, in-
cluding SDM Hiranagar Phulail Singh
JKAS, SDPO Border Dheeraj Katoch
JKPS,BDO Dingaamb Akhil Bahu, and
other departmental representatives.

The public raised various issues,
includingrestoration of road connec-
tivity, drinking water supply, flood
protection, and compensation for
private property damaged due to re-
cent floods.Demands were made for
restoration of roads towards Galman,

Dabi to Babiti, and Baloute, as well as
rural paths by RDD.The public de-
manded drinking water supply to
Badouli, Mangloor West, and other
Kandi areas.

The public sought restoration of
landslides and flood protection in
areas damaged due to recent floods.
Demands were made for compensation
for private property damaged due to
floods.Ex-Sarpanches demanded post-
ing of MBBS doctor at Dingaamb Sub
Centre.

MLA Jasrotaassured the public that
he will take up each issue with the
District Administration and provide
funding out of CDF for restoration of
flooded areas.He advised sectoral of-
ficers to prepare proposals for early

restoration of supplies in flood-affect-
edareas.SDM Hiranagar Phulail Singh
JKAS assured the MLA and public that
issues will be addressed withinatime
frame and directed sectoral officers
to examine publicdemands.The pub-
lic thanked the MLA and Subdivi-
sional Administration for swift help,
relief, and restoration during recent
floods.

The Public Darbar in Dinga Amb
demonstrated the commitment of MLA
Jasrota Rajiv Jasrotia and the Subdi-
visional Administration to address
public grievances and concerns. The
event highlighted the importance of
community engagement and respon-
sive governance in addressing local
issues.

BJP Slams NC Government for Gross Neglect of Kashmiri
Culture, Demands Immediate Revival Policy

Public Notice

My son's Date of Birth has been wrongly written as 21/03/2016
in her date of Birth certificate while his correct date of Birth
is 22/03/2016 which needs to be corrected if anybody having
any objection in this regard he /she may file his /her objection
in the office of concerned authorities within seven days from
the publication of this notice after that no objection will be
entertained

Name ....BASHIR AHMAD MIR
F/O ....UMER BASHIR

R/O ...PUSNAG KREERI

DOB ...22/03/2016

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of PEER ISHTYAK AHMAD  S/O PEER
SHAMAS UD DIN  R/O THINDIMA KREERI for the issuance of
LEGAL HEIR certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that LT MUNEEERA
AKHTER W /O PEER SHAMUS UD DIN has passed away on
06/06/2025 .The report of the patwari further depicts that the
deceased has left behind following dependent as tabulated below

1..., PEER ISHTIYAK AHMAD son 35 Govt employee

2...., PEER SUHAIL AHMAD SON 35 vyears //

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Legal heir certificate
in favour of Self

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, OCT 1: The Jammu
and Kashmir Bharatiya Janata
Party(BJP)todaystrongly condemned
therulingNational Conference (NC)
government for what it termed "ir-
responsible governance that has
led to the severe neglect of the re-
gion's priceless cultural heritage,
language,and traditional art forms.

Addressing a press conference
atthe partyheadquartersinSrinagar,
BJP J&K Spokespersons Manzoor

®© 00 ©

Bhat along with Altaf Thakur and
ErSahil Bashiroutlined the NCgov-
ernment's failures and contrasted
them with the decisive actions
takenby the BJP-led Central Govern-
ment under Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi to preserve and
promote Kashmir's identity.

"For centuries, Jammuand Kash-
mir has been known as the cul-
tural crown of India, but sadly, this
priceless heritage is facing serious
neglectunder the present NC Gov-
ernment,” stated Manzoor Bhat.

Ourtraditional theatre,Bhand Pather,
isdying,anditsartistsare struggling
without support. Our mothertongue,
theKashmirilanguage, wassidelined
for decades. Thisis notjusta policy
failure; it is an attack on the very
soul of Kashmir.

Bhatpointed outthatwhilestates
like Gujarat and Punjab proudly
promote their folkarts, the NC gov-
ernment has failed to create a cul-
tural policy, provide financial grants,
or offer recognition to the custodi-
ans of Kashmir's traditions.

Bhat highlighted the Central
Government'scommitment to the
region's culture. Fulfilling a long-
standing demand of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, the Prime
Minister gave official recognition
tolanguageslike Kashmiriand Dogri,
granting them the dignity and sta-
tustheyhavedeserved fordecades,"
he added.

These are real actions, not
empty promises, Bhatemphasized.
This proves that BJP truly cares for
every culture and every commu-

nity.Ourvisionisofa ‘Viksit Bharat’
a Developed India that is cultur-
ally proud and inclusive.

This is not about politics this is
abouttheidentity of Kashmir," con-
cludedBhat.Ifwelose ourlanguage,
our theatre, and our culture, we
loseapartofourselves. The BJP has
shown the way withstrongactions
under ModiJi's leadership.Itis now
theresponsibility ofthe NC Govern-
ment to act. BJP will continue to
stand as the guardian of Kashmir's
rich legacy.
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TEPA agreement between
India and European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) come into effect

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 1 The Trade and Econom-
ic Partnership Agreement (TEPA) between
India and the European Free Trade Asso-
ciation (EFTA) comprising Switzerland,
Norway and Iceland, came into effect today
and is expected to reduce tariff barriers and
expand India’s share in key commodities in

EFTA countries.

India’s exports to EFTA stood at USD
72.37 million in 2024, contributing 0.41 per-

cent of EFTA’s total imports.

The agreement signed on March 10, 2024,
offers binding commitment of 100 bn US Dol-
lar investment and one million direct jobs in
the next 15 years and will stimulate services
exports in sectors like IT, business services,

education, audio-visual etc.

It also provides Mutual Recognition
Agreements in Professional Services like
nursing, chartered accountants, archi-
tects etc. and incorporates, for the first
time in any Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
signed by India, a commitment linked to

investment and job creation.

The agreement comprises 14 chapters
with main focus on market access related
to goods, rules of origin, trade facilitation,
trade remedies, sanitary and phytosani-
tary measures, technical barriers to trade,
investment promotion, market access
on services, intellectual property rights,
trade and sustainable development and
other legal and horizontal provisions.

The EFTA’s market access offer under
TEPA covers 100 percent of non-agri prod-
ucts and tariff concession on Processed
Agricultural Products (PAP). Sensitivity

related to PLI in sectors such as pharma,
medical devices and processed food etc.
have been taken while extending offers.

The agreement goes beyond goods and
services and is committed to promoting in-
vestments with the aim of increasing the
stock of foreign direct investments by USD
100 billion in India in the next 15 years, and
to facilitate the generation of one million
direct employment in India, through such
investments, an official statement said.

EFTA is an important regional group,
with several growing opportunities for en-
hancing international trade in goods and
services. EFTA is one important economic
block out of the three (other two - EU and
UK) in Europe. Among EFTA countries,
Switzerland is the largest trading partner
of India followed by Norway.

The TEPA will empower India’s ex-

SIGMING CEREMONY

porters by providing access to specialized
inputs and create conducive trade and in-
vestment environment. This would boost
exports of Indian made goods as well as
provide opportunities for services sector
to access more markets.

As per Article 7.1 of TEPA , the EFTA
States shall aim to increase foreign di-
rect investment (FDI) in India by USD 50
billion within 10 years and an additional
USD 50 billion in the succeeding 5 years,
amounting to a total of USD 100 billion
over 15 years.

Concurrently, the EFTA States shall
aim to facilitate the generation of 1 million
direct jobs in India resulting from these
investment inflows. This investment com-
mitment explicitly excludes foreign portfo-
lio investment (FPI), focusing on long-term
capital for productive capacity building.

HLC approves Rs 4,645 cr for recovery and
reconstruction projects across nine states

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 1 A High-Lev-
el Committee (HLC), under the
chairmanship of union Home
Minister Amit Shah, today ap-
proved a number of mitigation,
recovery and reconstruction
projects having total outlay of
Rs. 4645.60 crore.

Nine states - Assam, Ker-
ala, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Bi-
har, Chhattisgarh and Andhra
Pradesh - will benefit, a Home
Ministry statement said.

The Committee, comprising
of Finance Minister, Agricul-
ture Minister and Vice Chair-
man NITI Aayog as members
considered the proposal for
financial assistance to the state
from National Disaster Mitiga-
tion Fund (NDMF).

The HLC has approved the
restoration and rejuvenation of
wetlands plan of Rs 692.05 crore
to Assam. The implementation
of this project will enhance
wetland capacity, create flood
storage, increase flood resilience,
protect the aquatic environ-
ment and will help in economic
growth through improved fisher-
ies infrastructure.

Out of total approved out-
lay of Rs 692.05 crore for the
project, the Central share will
be Rs 519.04 crore (75 per cent)
and state share will be Rs 173.01
crore (25 per cent). This includes
projects for mitigation activities
towards restoration and rejuve-
nation of 24 distinct wetlands of

nine districts of Assam, spread
across the Brahmaputra river
system.

Through a number of struc-
tural and other measures, this
project will enhance water re-
tention capacity of wetlands and
Beels and will help mitigate risk
of flooding and erosion. This
approval is in line with Home
Minister’s vision for the devel-
opment of wetlands for conser-
vation and flood mitigation in
Assam. The project’s long-term
coverage is aimed at the entire
length of Brahmaputra with-
in Assam and therefore this
project would be taken up as a
pilot project to establish a flood-
proof Brahmaputra valley. The
HLC has also approved the Ur-
ban Flood Risk Management
Programme (UFRMP) Phase-2
for eleven cities viz. Bhopal,
Bhubhaneshwar,  Guwahati,
Jaipur, Kanpur, Patna, Raipur,
Trivandrum, Vishakhapatnam,

Indore and Lucknow with a to-
tal financial outlay of Rs 2444.42
crore to be funded from the
National Disaster Mitigation
Fund (NDMF).

The selection of these 11 cit-
ies is on the basis of their status
of being most populous cities, pri-
marily prone to floods, as well as
consideration of other physical,
environmental, socio-economic
and hydro-meteorological fac-
tors. The programme will com-
plement the states in mitigating
risk of urban flooding in their
cities through uniform struc-
tural and non-structural inter-
vention measures. The funding
pattern will be on cost-sharing
between the centre and state as
per NDMF guidelines i.e 90 per-
cent from Centre and 10 percent
from state.

Additionally, out of afore-stat-
ed 11 cities, the HLC has ap-
proved the programme designed
for flood mitigation projects of

Guwahati city with a total finan-
cial outlay of Rs 200 crore out of
which Rs 180 crore will be the
central share from NDMF.

The activities involved for ur-
ban flood risk mitigation project
for Guwahati cities ranges from
structural measures of interlink-
ing of water bodies to stormwa-
ter management, construction
of flood protection wall, erosion
control and soil stabilisation
using Nature-Based Solutions
(NBS) etc as well as non-structur-
al measures such as flood early
warning system and data acqui-
sition system and capacity build-
ing etc. Earlier, Central Govern-
ment had approved urban flood
risk management programmes
of total financial outlay of Rs
3075.65 crore for seven metro
cities ~ Chennai, Mumbai, Kol-
kata, Ahmedabad, Hyderabad,
Bengaluru and Pune. Further
central government had also ap-
proved a number of mitigation
projects for mitigating the risks
of a number of hazards in the ar-
eas of landslides (Rs 1000 crore),
GLOF (Rs 150 crore), forest fire
(Rs 818.92 crore), lightening (Rs
186.78 crore) and drought (Rs
2022.16 crore). The HLC, also
approved financial assistance
of an amount of Rs 1270.788
crores to the Assam govern-
ment and Rs 260.56 crore to
Kerala for recovery and recon-
struction activities for both the
states in the aftermath of flood
and landslide incident of 2022
and Wayanad landslide-2024
respectively.

Delhi records best air quality in
first nine months: CAQM

India-Russia Strategic Partnership
continues to develop dynamically
across the board : Sergey Lavrov

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi/Moscow, Oct
1 Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov today said the
Strategic Partnership between
India and Russia continues to
develop dynamically across the
board with trade, economic ties,
scientific and technological col-
laboration and cultural and hu-
manitarian exchanges between
the two countries on the rise.
Welcoming the organisers
and participants of the first Ta-
tarstan-India Mutual Efficien-
cy (TIME) business forum to
be hosted in the city of Kazan,
Lavrov said that this year, both
countries mark the 25th anni-
versary of the Declaration on
India-Russia Strategic Partner-
ship. “A decade after its signing,
our bilateral relations were ele-
vated to a special and privileged
strategic partnership,” he said.
He said Kazan has a proven
track record of successfully
hosting high-profile interna-
tional events, most recently the
16th BRICS summit in October
2024, which featured a high-lev-
el Indian delegation headed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
“T am delighted to see that
the forum’s substantive pro-
gramme reflects the multifac-
eted nature of Russian-Indian

cooperation,” he said. business leaders,

representa-

Delhi govt taking steps for
elderly, Rs 20 cr to be spent on
new recreation centres: Indraj

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

homes.

New Delhi, Oct 1 On the occasion of International Day of
Older Persons, Delhi’s Social Welfare Minister Ravinder In-
draj Singh extended greetings to the senior citizens, saying
the state government is consistently working for their secu-
rity, dignity and ensuring a fulfilling life.

Indraj said the government is continuously working on
new schemes for senior citizens, and is working on a fresh
plan for recreation centres to ensure better mental health
well being, along with special focus on counselling in old age

He said the provision of post-retirement counseling will
be further expanded in Delhi, and Rs 20 crore will be spent

on developing recreation centres, to promote mental health

well being of senior citizens.

He expressed confidence that
the Kazan discussions will con-
tribute to expanding practical
cooperation between the two
countries further strengthening
the bonds of friendship, trust
and mutual understanding
between the people of the two
countries. On October 8-9 the
city of Kazan will host the TIME
Business Forum. India and the
Russian Republic of Tatarstan
are strengthening business ties,
opening up new horizons for co-
operation and the implementa-
tion of mutually beneficial proj-
ects. The focus of the event is on
building a strategic partnership
between Russian regions and
Indian states.

The upcoming forum will
become a key platform for ex-
changing experiences between

tives of industrial sectors and

experts from the Republic of Ta-

tarstan and India’s states.
Participants will discuss

ways to implement joint initia-

tives, promising investment
projects as well as opportunities
for technological and economic
cooperation.

“In recent years, India has

become one of Tatarstan’s lead-

ing export partners. Relations
are developing in the spirit of
strategic partnership and the

potential for economic ties re-

mains high. India is one of the
friendly countries committed
to a constructive economic
agenda, and this is a very large

market.” — Mrs. Taliya Minul-

lina, Chief Executive of the

Tatarstan Investment Develop-

ment Agency, said.

The minister also shared that 50,000 new pension vacan-

cies have been created for senior citizens in Delhi during the

ongoing service fortnight, inspired by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s vision.

Along with this, the Savitribai Phule Old Age Home in

Paschim Vihar has also been inaugurated, which will pro-
vide modern and secure housing facilities for 96 senior cit-

izens.

The minister said Chief Minister Rekha Gupta has issued
clear directions that every scheme of the Delhi government
should reach senior citizens of the state, and that they should
not face any difficulty.

Indraj said all eligible senior citizens will receive the ben-

efit of pension, and if they require any assistive device, they
may inform the department.

These devices include wheelchairs, walkers, wheel bearers
and wheel-bearer commodes, hearing aids, spectacles, silicon

foam pillows, spinal support belts, knee presses, cervical col-

lars, and other health-support Kits.

The Social Welfare Minister emphasized that the Delhi gov-

ernment is providing not only facilities, but also security and
dignity to the elderly. He has appealed to people, saying that
everyone must respect and support senior citizens.

Delhi to pay Rs 1 cr to covid duty families

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 1 The Delhi govern-

ment has taken a historic decision for
the families of its employees who lost
their lives while they were on Covid
duty during the pandemic.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta has
announced that now the families of
those Delhi government employees,
the Covid heroes, will be granted an ex
gratia amount of Rs 1 crore.

According to the CMO, the govern-
ment will shortly release this assis-
tance to the families of 10 such employ-
ees.

The CM said the process is under-
way, and a Group of Ministers’ com-
mittee is continuously working on it.

She emphasised that the contribu-
tion of those employees who passed
away during their service in the pan-
demic will be remembered as one of
the most selfless and inspiring chap-
ters in the national Capital’s history.

Gupta said during the pandemic,
doctors, nurses, paramedical staff, san-
itation workers, teachers, and other
frontline employees of the Delhi gov-
ernment risked their lives and served
the public selflessly.

When the entire world had come to
a standstill out of fear of the pandemic,

®© 00 ©

these employees carried on their duties
day and night, ensuring that healthcare,
sanitation, essential services, and other
facilities continued without interrup-
tion.

She said their contribution would be
etched in Delhi’s history as an inspiring
legacy.

The government has also decided
to approve and release the pending ex
gratia payments of employees who were
deployed on Covid duty during 2020-2021.

Soon, the amount will be handed over

as recognition of the extraordinary ser-

vice of the 10 employees who put service
to society above their own lives during

the most difficult period of the pandem-

ic, she said.

Gupta asserted that the government
is treating this matter with utmost
seriousness, and pointed out that the

previous administration, despite mak-

ing many announcements, failed to act

with the urgency that the situation de-

manded.
The CM noted with regret that the ex

gratia payment meant as a gesture of re-

spect and gratitude was held back for a
long time due to procedural delays and
other reasons.

However, she emphasised that no
delay can ever diminish the value of

the services rendered by the employ-

ees.

Gupta expressed condolences to the
bereaved families and assured them
that the government will provide
ex-gratia support to all employees who
lost their lives while serving during
the Covid pandemic.

Ministers Ashish Sood, Kapil Mish-

ra, and Dr Pankaj Kumar Singh will
monitor the process, and they will be
supported by senior officials from the
Relief Branch, including Divisional
Commissioner Neeraj Semwal and
District Magistrate Amol Srivastava.

The CM added that this is not a
one-time exercise, but a continuous

process, and the committee is regu-

larly reviewing such cases, and in the

coming days, more families of employ-
ees are expected to receive the ex gra-

tia payment.

She said that the ex gratia is more
than a financial aid -- “it is a token of
gratitude, solidarity and justice”.

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 1 Delhi’s
air quality showed marked
improvement in the first nine
months of 2025, aided by favour-
able meteorological conditions
and sustained efforts by all con-
cerned stakeholders, according
to a statement here from the
union Environment Ministry.

As per data released by the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM), the city
recorded an average Air Qual-
ity Index (AQI) of 164 during
the period January to Septem-
ber 2025—the lowest for this
period in the past eight years,
barring 2020, the year of the
COVID-19 lockdown.

It also said that there was
not even a single day with
average AQI of more than 400,
besides witnessing highest
number of ‘Satisfactory’ days,
during January - September

period in 2025.

This year’s average Air
Quality Index (AQI) for the
period January to September
stood at 164, reflecting a con-
sistent improvement in Del-
hi’s air quality over the past
sevveral years. In comparison,
the average AQI for the same

L

period was 178 in 2024, 167 in
2023, 184 in 2022, 180 in 2021, 144
in 2020 (the lockdown year), 188
in 2019, and 193 in 2018. This
downward trend highlights the
positive impact of sustained air
pollution control efforts and fa-
vourable meteorological condi-
tions, said the statement.

ED attaches Rs 10.55 cr
Ansal Properties

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 1 The En-
forcement Directorate’s (ED)
Gurugram Zonal Office has
attached six immovable proper-
ties worth Rs 10.55 crore.

The properties, located in Gu-
rugram (Haryana), Greater Noi-
da (UP), and Ludhiana (Punjab),
are held by directors of Ansal
Properties and Infrastructure
Ltd. (APIL)—Sushil Ansal, Pra-
nav Ansal, his Son’s HUF, and
Kusum Ansal.

The action is part of a mon-
ey-laundering case stemming
from violations of the Water
(Prevention and Control of Pol-
lution) Act and the Air (Preven-
tion and Control of Pollution)
Act.

The attached properties con-

sist of commercial units and
space. APIL is engaged in real
estate development in the resi-
dential, commercial, and retail
segments.

The ED initiated its inves-
tigation based on prosecution
complaints filed by the Haryana
State Pollution Control Board
(HSPCB).

The complaints involved the
commission of scheduled offenc-
es specifically, non-compliance
with environmental norms by
APIL in its two Gurugram-based
real estate projects, ‘Sushant
Lok-T' and ‘Esencia’.

The ED’s investigation re-
vealed that APIL did not install
a Sewage Treatment Plant (STP)
in its ‘Sushant Lok Phase-I’ proj-
ect, instead discharging effluent
through a HUDA sewerage line.

The STP installed in its ‘Es-
encia’ project was of inadequate
capacity.

During inspections, HSPCB
officials found the STPs aban-
doned and non-operational.

The investigation further
revealed that by not treating do-
mestic effluent and sewage wa-
ter as per norms, APIL caused
damage to public health and the
environment while profiting
from its cost-saving actions.

The company’s promoters
failed to treat the waste or take
measures required by HSPCB
norms, thereby unduly benefit-
ing to the tune of Rs 10.55 crore.

The ED has identified this
amount as the proceeds of crime
generated from the criminal
activity. Further investigation
into the matter is ongoing.

Indian Army to host UN Troop Contributing
Countries’ chiefs conclave from Oct 14

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 1 The Indian Army will host
the United Nations Troop Contributing Countries’
(UNTCC) Chiefs Conclave here from October 14 to
16, bringing together senior military leadership of
over 30 nations that are key contributors to United
Nations peacekeeping operations.

Lt Gen Rakesh Kapoor, DCOAS (IS&T), briefed
about the modalities of conduct of the upcoming con-
clave today, a Defence Ministry statement said.

He underlined the significance of the conclave
as a unique platform for UN Troop Contributing
Countries to foster dialogue, cooperation and mu-

tual understanding. He highlighted India’s steadfast
commitment to UN peacekeeping, its role as one of
thelargest troop contributors and the Indian Army’s
readiness to share its operational experience, inno-
vations and best practices. He expressed confidence
that the conclave would pave the way for deeper
collaboration, collective preparedness and stronger
partnerships in addressing contemporary peace-
keeping challenges. As one of the largest and most
consistent contributors to UN missions, India is con-
vening this conclave to provide a high-level forum
for sharing best practices, fostering common under-
standing and creating a collaborative approach to
chart out the future trajectory of peacekeeping.

o0 ¢ &
CMK



CM K
2 AHEADLINES

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

Srinagar, Thursday

02-October-2025

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

HT -

r@ @headlinestodaydaily

NEWS

“ @headlinestoday

®
B @headlinestodaynews ‘ 1 1

Vance blames Democrats for White House

shutdown, accuses them of ‘hostage takeover’

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Washington, Oct 1: US Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance placed the blame for the
government shutdown squarely on the
shoulder of Democrats, accusing them
of “hostage taking” over health care de-
mands in his first public remarks since
the shutdown began at midnight.

In a Fox News interview Tuesday
morning, Vance said Democrats had
forced the shutdown to extract conces-
sions on health care funding, a move he
argued was reckless and unnecessary,
reports CNN.

“You don’t take the government as
a hostage because you want to engage
in negotiation about health care costs,”
Vance said.

“Let’s do that negotiation, but let’s do
it in the context of actually opening the
government and ensuring those essen-
tial services are actually provided to the
American people.”

The VP singled out what he called a
“far-left faction” of the Democratic Party,
accusing it of holding up a short-term
funding bill over Obamacare’s premium
support program.

“What makes it extra preposterous is

that the programme doesn’t even expire
until next year,” Vance said. “So why are
you shutting down the government on
October 1?”

Vance insisted the White House re-
mains open to talks on health care costs,
but only if Democrats agree to reopen
the government first. “We obviously care
a lot about lowering health care costs
for Americans,” he said. “But we’re not

going to engage in negotiations with hos-
tage takers, which is exactly what the
Democrats have done.”

He also suggested Democratic leader-
ship would not be able to withstand the
political fallout of a prolonged shutdown.

“You're going to see more and more Dem-
ocrats come to the side of reason and re-
open government,” Vance said.

Democrats have pushed back, accus-

ing Republicans of failing to negotiate
in good faith. They argue GOP leaders
ignored their concerns about protecting
health care subsidies for low-income fam-
ilies and instead allowed the government
to close.

The standoff marks the first shutdown
since President Donald Trump’s return
to office in January, and it threatens to
furlough hundreds of thousands of feder-
al workers, disrupt military pay, and halt
a wide range of government services.

Both parties are betting the public will
blame the other side — a familiar dynam-
ic in Washington, but one with high po-
litical stakes.

For Vance, the crisis has become a
high-profile test of his role as Trump’s
deputy and chief negotiator on Capitol
Hill.

His sharp rhetoric Tuesday reflected
both the administration’s confidence
that Democrats will eventually fold and
its determination not to give ground on
the shutdown itself.

As the impasse enters its first day, nei-
ther party is showing any signs of a com-
promise, thus compounding fears of a
prolonged shutdown with no immediate
resolution in sight.

Yunus denies surge in minority
persecution in Bangladesh, faces
backlash from rights group

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Dhaka, Oct 1 Denying a surge in minority violence and perse-
cution, Chief Adviser Md Yunus has dismissed allegations that
the Bangladesh’s Hindu community was being targeted in Bangla-
desh, stating that there is “no anti-Hindu violence” in the country,
instead attributing the reports to Indian media’s peddling of “fake
news.”

His denial was strongly condemned by the Bangladesh Hindu
Buddhist Christian Unity Council, a human rights organisation
against religious discrimination, which expressed both deep sor-
row and massive anger over his dismissal, according to Daily Ob-
server.

Speaking to the Global Thinkers Organisation (GTO) on the
sidelines of the UN General Assembly in New York, Yunus insist-
ed there was “no anti-Hindu violence” in Bangladesh.

“No, it has not increased. I would say the government is very
alert on that one, because this is the one thing India is always
pushing,” he said.

The remarks stood in stark contrast to Yunus’ own comments
last year, when he publicly acknowledged the persecution of Hin-

US govt enters shutdown for
first time in nearly 7 years

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Washington, Oct 1 The US
federal government entered

a shutdown at the start of

Wednesday as partisan divisions
prevented Congress from passing
a funding bill, which marks the
first government shutdown in
nearly seven years.

Hundreds of thousands of fed-

eral employees will be forced to

take unpaid leave, with some pub-

lic services potentially suspended
or delayed, and the release of eco-
nomic data possibly impacted as
well. The shutdown commenced
hours after the US Senate failed
to pass a shortterm spending
bill that would have temporarily
kept the government running.
The continuing resolution pro-
posed by Senate Republicans was
blocked by Democrats, falling
short of the 60 votes required for
passage. In the latest negotiations,

healthcare benefits have been
one of the core sticking points be-
tween the two parties. Democrats
are demanding stronger health-
carerelated benefits, including
an extension of the enhanced
subsidies for Affordable Care
Act set to expire at the end of
the year, as well as restoring
the act’s coverage eligibility for
certain immigrants who are
legally present, including refu-
gees and asylum seekers.

US govt goes dark as vast swathes
of bureaucracy get laid off amid
collapse of federal funding

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Washington, Oct 1 The US
government has for the most
part gone dark as much of the
bureaucracy was laid off on
Wednesday, after Congress
failed to reach a deal to ap-
prove new funding.

The ruling Republicans had
proposed extending govern-
ment funding at current levels
until Nov. 21 to allow for mem-
bers to continue working on
full-year appropriations bills.

Democrats had countered
this with a shorter extension
until the end of October, but
tied their offer to health care
provisions and new limits on
President Donald Trump’s
ability to withhold funds —
conditions Republicans reject-
ed outright.

Talks at the White House on
Monday between congressio-
nal leaders and Trump failed
to produce any compromise,
leaving both sides entrenched
and the government without
money to operate, resulting in
the shutdown, reports CNN.

A shutdown occurs when
Congress fails to pass funding
bills, leaving agencies unable
to spend money not explicitly
approved by lawmakers. Since
1980, there have been 14 such
shutdowns, including the re-
cord 34-day standoff in 2018.

A shutdown has drastic
effects on all but the most
essential of federal services.
Essential services like Social
Security, Medicare, and Med-
icaid benefits remain intact,
but a wide swathe of federal
functions have ground to a

halt.

Air traffic controllers and
TSA agents continue to work
without pay, keeping flights
operational. The National

Weather Service, Veterans
Affairs medical services, and
passport and visa processing
remain active, though strained.

The disruption comes
against the backdrop of
Trump’s push earlier this year
to shrink the federal work-
force. In February, he signed
an executive order directing
agencies to draw up plans for
large-scale staff reductions, cit-
ing costs to taxpayers and poor
performance.

Some agencies cut deeply,
others reversed course, and
still others quietly asked laid-
off workers to return.

Both the political parties
took to playing the blame
game and accused each other
for the blackout.

Republicans accused Dem-
ocrats of engineering the shut-
down for political leverage.

“Democrats have officially vot-
ed to CLOSE the government,”

House Speaker Mike Johnson
wrote on social media.

“Results: Moms and Kids
lose WIC nutrition. Veterans
lose health care and suicide
prevention programs. ... The
only question now: How long
will Chuck Schumer let this
pain go on — for his own self-
ish reasons?”

Democrats fired back, plac-
ing responsibility on Trump
and GOP leadership. “After
months of making life harder
and more expensive, Donald
Trump and Republicans have
now shut down the federal
government because they do
not want to protect the health-
care of the American people,”
House Minority Leader Ha-
keem Jeffries and Senate Ma-
jority Leader Chuck Schumer
said in a joint statement.

With neither party show-
ing signs of compromise, the
length of the shutdown is un-
certain. Each day it drags on
will intensify pressure on law-
makers to resolve their stand-
off — and add to the economic
and political fallout of Wash-
ington’s latest budget crisis.

Qatar, Turkey, Egypt urge Hamas leaders to accept US peace

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Ankara, Oct 1 Qatar, Egypt and Turkey have
reportedly urged Hamas to quickly accept the
20-point proposal presented by US President Don-
ald Trump to end the war in Gaza, as per Axios.

The three countries — which have been the
longest mediators between Israeli authorities and
the terror outfit - have met several of the group’s
commanders in the past 24 hours.

Trump, on Monday unveiled his plan, and gave
Hamas an ultimatum - giving them only “three to
four days” to accept - or otherwise be destroyed.

Speaking before a gathering of Pentagon gener-
als and admirals in Quantico, Virginia, he warned

“We have one signature that we need, and that sig-
nature will pay in hell if they don’t sign. I hope
they sign for their own good and create something

really great.”

Political-military officials in both Washington
and Jerusalem have been cautiously optimistic,
as they expect the hardline group Hamas to agree,

proposal amid Trump ultimatum

He stressed that Hamas needed to coordinate

ment and outlines a phased Israeli withdrawal

from Gaza — points that Hamas has historically

rejected.

full.

Some of the conditions and timetables for Isra-
el’s withdrawal, are said to have sparked the ire of
Arab officials, who claimed that these terms made
mediation efforts tougher. The new conditions
were said to be inserted at the insistence of Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Al-Thani described the plan as “still at an
early stage and needing development,” saying
further negotiations would be required to trans-
late its principles into an actionable framework.

Trump has made his stance clear, and said
there is next to no room for negotiations, bar-
gaining, or any amendments.

“There isn’t much room” to negotiate further,
he said Tuesday, laying forward his ultimatum.

White House officials have signalled a will-
ingness to discuss further clarifications or lim-
ited amendments but will not reopen the deal in

dus and Buddhists as well as the growth of Islamist extremism. At

the time, he described minority attacks as a serious challenge for

the country, and one his administration was determined to tackle
—tono avail yet.

The Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Unity Council, a
prominent rights group, issuing strong condemnation called his
dismissal “a denial of the truth.”

In a statement, the Council said it had already presented evi-
dence of “ongoing organised violence” against Hindus during an
August 2024 meeting with the Chief Advisor.

and most likely with reservations.

While Trump was presenting the plan in Wash-
ington, Qatari Prime Minister Md bin Abdulrah-
man al-Thani and Egyptian intelligence chief Has-
san Rashad were briefing Hamas leaders in Doha.

According to a source of the media platform,
both had pressed Hamas’s senior command to ac-
cept the proposal, with al-Thani telling the group
the proposal was the best deal he could secure —
and that Trump appeared personally committed

Hamas leaders had not immediately issued
a response post the proposal, and later said that
they would study the plan “in good faith.”

A day later, al-Thani and Rashad returned for a
second meeting in Doha, this time joined by Turk-
ish intelligence director Ibrahim Kalin.

Ahead of that meeting, al-Thani told Qatari me-
dia Al Jazeera that he hoped “everyone looks at
the plan constructively and seizes the chance to
end the war.”

Despite the POTUS’ hardline rhetoric, cou-
pled with his delicate balancing act behind-the-
scenes, mediation efforts have been successful so
far despite their fragility, as the deal has brought
onboard Israel, Europe, and almost all the Mus-
lim-Arab world, all of whom have accepted it in
unison.

Arab and Israeli officials have thus warned the
terror group to accept the proposal quickly, or
otherwise embrace its own destruction and cause

with other Palestinian factions in Gaza before
issuing a formal response, but stressed that
Trump’s framework “achieves the main goal of
ending the war, though some issues in it need
clarification and negotiation.”

Trump’s 20-point proposal contains several ma-
jor concessions to Hamas, including the release of
2,000 Palestinian prisoners and a sharp increase
in humanitarian aid.

It also cited a February 2025 UN Fact-Finding Mission report
that documented continuing attacks on minorities after the inter-
im government came to power last August.

The Council also weighed in on his comments from last year,
noting that he himself had acknowledged the violence in an in-
terview with the US broadcaster NPR last October, remarks later
published by Bangladeshi daily Prothom Alo.

“By now dismissing the reality, the Chief Advisor is undermin-
ing victims’ suffering and the credibility of his own earlier admis-
sions,” the Council said.

Despite his dismissal, and claiming that Indian media peddling
fake news, separate reports from both its domestic and other inde-
pendent international media outlets have likewise noted a similar
surge in communal violence in recent months, including attacks
on Hindu homes, temples and businesses.

The Council’s activists stated that many of the assaults have
gone unpunished, fostering a climate of impunity and indifference.

The country’s now banned opposition party, the Awami
League also weighed in, accusing Yunus of complicity in the
abuses.

In a statement, the party said, “Inhuman persecution of
Hindus has continued under his interim administration, with
looting, arson and indiscriminate Kkillings that amount to
genocide.”

“While these atrocities were previously carried out under
the protection of this illegitimate, fascist Yunus regime, it is
now the regime itself that is launching attacks,” the party stat-
ed.

International watchdogs have warned that the treatment of
minorities has become a critical test for Yunus’ credibility as
he seeks to maintain foreign support for his interim govern-
ment.

Despite mounting evidence and condemnation, Yunus main-
tains that allegations of systematic minority persecution are po-
litically motivated and fabricated.

For rights groups and minority leaders, his dismissal of their
plight has only deepened anger — and reinforced fears that at-
tacks will continue unchecked.
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to seeing it through.

But it also demands the group’s full disarma-

further deaths in Gaza.

Death toll in strong quake

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Manila, Oct 1 The death
toll in the 6.9-magnitude earth-
quake that struck Cebu prov-
ince in the central Philippines
last night climbed to 69, the
Philippines’ Office of Civil De-
fense (OCD) said today.

Assistant Secretary Bernar-
do Rafaelito Alejandro, deputy
administrator for the OCD, told
a public briefing that 30 died in

in Philippin

Bogo City, the epicenter of the
earthquake, 10 in Medellin town,
22 in San Remigio town, five in
Tabogon town, and one each in
the municipalities of Sogod and
Tabuelan. He said the victims
died after they were crushed
by the collapsed walls of houses
and buildings. The National Di-
saster Risk Reduction and Man-
agement Council (NDRRMC)
initially reported that at least 147
people were injured.

es rises to 69

Alejandro did not give the
latest figures on injuries and the
missing people.

The death toll is expected to
climb as emergency workers
continue search and rescue op-
erations for survivors trapped in
the debris and collapsed build-
ings. “We are waiting for our
assessment team to complete
their rapid assessment,” Ale-
jandro said in an earlier media
briefing.

The province of Cebu has
declared a state of calamity, en-
abling the government, partic-
ularly local government units,
to quickly access emergency
funds (calamity funds) to pro-
vide relief and rehabilitation,
as well as to impose measures
such as price freezes on essen-
tial goods to protect affected res-
idents. The Philippine Institute
of Volcanology and Seismology
initially reported that a 6.7-mag-
nitude offshore earthquake
struck Cebu province at 9:59 pm
local time yesterday.

At least 91 trapped after school

building

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Jakarta, Oct 1 Indonesia’s
disaster management agency
today said that at least 91 peo-
ple were trapped after a school
building collapsed on Septem-
ber 29 in the Sidoarjo district of
East Java province.

Abdul Muhari, spokesper-
son for the National Disaster
Management Agency (BNPB),

collaps

said that as of last evening, the
accident had left three people
dead and more than 90 injured,
with 26 still hospitalised.
Hundreds of rescuers from
various agencies have been de-
ployed to the site. Due to con-
cerns that the use of heavy ma-
chinery could trigger further
collapse, rescue workers have
focused on manual excavation.
They are delivering food and

einl

ndonesia

———

water to those trapped under
the rubble. Rescuers at the
scene said signs of life have
been detected in parts of the
collapsed structure, and efforts
are being concentrated there.

Meanwhile, the BNPB is
working with construction
experts to draw up a safe
debris-clearing plan so that
heavy equipment can be used
in later stages if necessary.
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DUBAI: Hundreds from opener Priyansh Arya and
captain Shreyas Iyer set up India A's demolition of
Australia A in the first unofficial ODI in Kanpur on
Wednesday. After rain allowed no play on Tuesday,
the weather cleared for the series to get underway on
the reserve day.

After being asked to bat, India A posted 413 for 6
on the back of Arya's 101 and Iyer's 110. In response,
Australia A were dismissed for 242 in 33.1 overs.

Each of India's top six had a strike rate of over 100,
and five of their top six scored at least 50. Arya and
Prabhsimran Singh, who had combined powerfully
for Punjab Kings (PBKS) in IPL 2025, were reunited at
the top for India A, putting on 135 for the opening
standin20.3 overs.lyer then took charge of the innings,
hitting 12 fours and four sixes in his first List A match
since the Champions Trophy in March earlier this year.

Rajat Patidar was originally named captain for the
50-over series against Australia A but Iyer replaced
him, with Patidar taking charge of the Rest of India
side in the ongoing Irani Cup in Nagpur. Iyer is on a
break from red-ball cricket due to concerns about his
back, but continues to be available for white-ball
cricket.

Riyan Parag (67) and Ayush Badoni (50) also hit
half-centuries to propel India A to a mammoth total.
Iyer's dismissal in the 47th over left India A at 380 for
4 butBadoniand allrounder Nishant Sindhu took them
past 400.

Australia A used seven bowlers, with only Liam
Scott going at less than seven an over.

Chasing414, AustraliaAhad agood start: they were
116 for 1 in the 13th over, but Cooper Connolly's
wicket triggered aslide. They lost theirlast nine wick-
ets for 126 and left almost 17 overs unused in their
chase.

Opener McKenzie Harvey top-scored for the visitors
with 68 off 62 balls while captain Sutherland made
50 off 33 balls. Spinners Sindhu, Bishnoi and Badoni
shared seven wickets among them.

Gurjapneet Singh, who was making his List A debut,
having been fast-tracked into the India A side, came
away with 1 for 40 in five overs.

India A will be bolstered by the arrival of Asia Cup
hero Tilak Varma for the remaining two one-dayers.
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Lowest Budget Package
(30-35 Days)
GST 5% Extra,
{RS- 43999000/ '] TCS 5% Extl:l
PACKAGE INCLUDES

HAJ VISA, VIA FLIGHT HYD TO HYD,
ACCOMMODATION & FOOD

Makkah Building
Stay in Aziziya Building | £7;

8 to 12th Zilhajja
With Food

Service Category “D” -

HAJ 2026
(1447 wijri)

This Offer
Valid Till
30th July

Hurry Up!

Limited Period
Offer

Aziziya
(Makkah Building)

L

Building Rooms
(Makkah Building)

Transport
Mina, Arfath, Muzdalifa
Jed-Makkah-Madinah-Jed

Madina Hotel i
600 to 700 Meters
Distance

PURANI HAVELI, HYDERABAD - (T.G) INDIA, Phone : 040-66338338
Contact : 08686633846 | 09700118674 | 09392644008 | 08977712893

E-mail : arfathtours@gmail.com | arfathtour@yahoo.in
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EXCELLENCE WITH PERFECTION

Branding ‘ Designing e Printing e« Web e Event e Advertising
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TRANSFORM YOUR
GROWING BUSINESS I[N TO A
LEADING BRAND

|_OUR SERVICES |

Signage [ Supply of Office [
Graphic Design ¢ Stationery.
Embroidery Vinyl cuttng
Screen Printing | Branding |

Large Format Printing 1
Digital & Offset Printing
Promotion Display Materials
Printing '

Printing

Photocoying
Scanning

Binding | Lamination

CALL OR WHATSAPP

7006618090 | 9858086898

Room No 12, Huda Ash Central Market, Abi Guzar Lalchowk, Srinagar
email: srpixels2021@gmail.com
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AND SHIRTING |

&

GOWN AND DRESS MATERIALS | PARTY WEAR AND SEMI-PARTY WEAR|

COTTON SUITS | WEDDING SUITS | 7-DAY SUITS FOR THE BRIDE
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006764737 | +91-6005078346
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ONE STOP SOLUTION FORALL ¢
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¢ NEWSPAPER | BOOKS | FLYERS
LOGO | FLEX | MAGAZINES
VISITING CARDS | BROCHURES
3D BOARDS | COVER PAGES
WEDDING CARDS | CALLIGRAPHY
WALL PAINTINGS 'f

999038812
9419008414
01942496287

QGund Hassi Bhat, Radio Colony, Lawaypora, Srinagar
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