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Youth Must End Colonial 
Legacy for India’s Progress: LG
LG Delivers Keynote at National Seminar on Indian Languages at NIT Srinagar

Industrial Growth Should Create 
Jobs for Youth, Artisans: CM

CS For Strengthening Nursing Education
Calls It Backbone of Healthcare System

PDD Launches Massive Parallel Training Sessions Across J&K
780 Linemen Receive Hands-On Training on Electrical Safety

Election Commission 
Unveils New Guidelines
EVM ballot papers to feature colour photos

�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEP 19: In a major step to make 
voting more convenient and transparent, the 
Election Commission of India (ECI) has revised 
guidelines for the design and printing of

  Turn on Page 2

Political Purge:

EC axes 12 more
J&K parties for failing to 

contest elections
�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEP 19: Nearly a month after 
delisting three J&K-based parties, the Elec-
tion Commission on Friday deregistered 
12 more political parties from the Union 
Territory.

According to an official order, a copy of 
which is in possession of the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO), the poll 
body struck off the registration of 12 par-
ties that failed to contest any election in 
Jammu & Kashmir over the past six years.

These parties did not participate in 
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Elected govt won’t step down, will fight 
for statehood, people’s rights: Dy CM

PM Modi-led Govt stands with 
you: Union Minister

India Shaping Destiny with Decisive 
Action, Preparedness: Rajnath Singh

No dual govt in J&K, 
says BJP's Raina

�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEP 19: Senior Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) leader, Ravinder Raina 
on Friday sought to put to rest speculation 
about a “dual government” in Jammu and 
Kashmir, asserting that both the Lieutenant 
Governor and the elected government led 
by Chief Minister Omar Abdullah are work-
ing in complete coordination for the
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�� HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEP 19: Chief Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo today chaired a meeting to 
comprehensively review the quality and 
standards of nursing education across the 
Union Territory, emphasizing that nursing 
forms the backbone of the healthcare 
delivery system.

The meeting was attended by Secre-
tary, Health & Medical Education; Prin-

cipals of GMC Jammu and Srinagar; Chair-
person, J&K Allied & Healthcare Council 
(A&HCC); Registrar, J&K Nursing Council; 
Principals of Nursing Colleges, and other 
senior officers.

During the review, the Chief Secretary 
took stock of the functioning of newly 
established Nursing Colleges across dis-
tricts, including the range of courses 
offered and the enrolment of students. He 
directed that diploma-level courses should 

be progressively upgraded to degree and 
postgraduate programmes in order to 
build advanced capacities in the nursing 
sector.

He further instructed for early comple-
tion and operationalization of Nursing 
Colleges at Sopore, Kulgam, Shopian, and 
Budgam, besides exploring the feasibility 
of establishing such colleges at few left 
out districts. The Chief Secretary 
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�� HT News Network

KULGAM, SEP 19: Deputy Chief Min-
ister, Surinder Kumar Choudhary, on 
Friday said the biggest issue confronting 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir is 
getting back whatever was snatched 
from them, including the statehood.

Addressing a gathering on the side-
lines of the function here, the Dy CM, as 
per the news agency—Kashmir News 

Observer (KNO), said some people expect 
the ruling elected regime to step down. 
"But the government is committed to 
fighting for the restoration of the rights 
of people that have been snatched," he 
said.

Choudhary said the National Confer-
ence has always fought for the rights of 
the people and will continue to do so. 
He said that restoring statehood is 
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�� HT News Network

JAMMU, SEP 19: Assuring the flood-
hit farmers in Jammu region that the 
Centre is with them, Union Agriculture 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan on Friday 
said that PM Modi-led government is 
concerned about their plight and will 
extend all necessary assistance.

The Union Minister, according to the 
news agency—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO) visited flood-hit areas of Jammu 

to assess damage to crops and infrastruc-
ture. “The Centre is with you. We will 
spare no effort in providing assistance 
to the farmers. I have come here to see 
the situation myself and understand the 
loss,” the Union Minister told the farmers 
and displaced residents.  

Chouhan said, “The Centre has already 
sent inter-ministerial teams from the 
Ministries of Home Affairs, Jal Shakti, 
Rural Development, and Agriculture 
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�� HT News Network

NEW DELHI, SEP 19: Assert-
ing that India shapes its destiny 
through decisive action and 
preparedness, Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh on Friday said 
that success of ‘Operation Sin-
door’ has sent a clear message 
to the world that victory is a 
routine outcome for Bharat in 
any operation.  

Speaking at an event held in 
South Block, New Delhi, to mark 
60 years since the 1965 India-
Pakistan war, the Defence Min-
ister, according to the news 
agency—Kashmir News Observ-
er (KNO), referred to the military 
response to the April 2025 ter-
ror attack in Pahalgam. “The 
Indian armed forces acted with 
firm resolve during 
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�� HT News Desk

JAMMU, SEP 19: With a view 
to foster safety-first culture in the 
power sector, and in line with the 
Government’s emphasis on con-
ducting employee training in a 
structured and regular manner, 
the Electrical Inspectorate of the 
Power Development Department 
(PDD) has launched massive paral-
lel training sessions across all dis-
tricts of J&K.

The training programs are care-

fully structured so that each dis-
trict is covered, ensuring that all 
linemen and contract workers 
engaged on the electrical system 
are trained with the basic safety 
practices, during this first phase.

This initiative marks a signifi-
cant step toward institutionalized 
capacity building, aimed at 
improving operational efficiency 
and prioritizing safety, aligning 
with the department’s future plan 
of establishing dedicated Power 
Training Institute for all power 

employees across J&K.
The said training sessions, 

which commenced last month, are 
currently in progress and so far, 
780 linemen have been trained 
through a combination of theo-
retical sessions and hands-on 
demonstrations, with a special 
focus on use of safety gears and 
other essential workplace precau-
tions. These sessions have so far 
been conducted in the districts of 
Budgam, Srinagar, Pulwama, Shop-
ian, Bandipora, Jammu, Kathua, 

while the remaining districts are 
scheduled for the coming weeks.

Considering human safety a 
top priority, line staff have also 
been instructed to raise awareness 
among the general public regard-
ing electrical hazards—particu-
larly those arising from weather 
vagaries such as snapped wires or 
infrastructure damage caused by 
flash floods. A general safety advi-
sory, along with detailed Do’s and 
Don’ts, has been clearly
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�� HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEP 19: Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah today directed the Industries & Com-
merce Department to adopt a proactive and 
inclusive approach in strengthening Jammu and 
Kashmir’s industrial ecosystem, with a special 
focus on employment generation, sustainability 
and competitiveness.

Chief Minister emphasized the need for hand-
holding of MSME units which are in distress but 
still revivable with minimal government inter-
vention. He asked officials to identify such units 
at an early stage so these do not become defunct. 
“Such units can generate significant employment 
if supported in time,” he said.

Chief Minister expressed concern on slow 
progress under capital expenditure during cur-
rent fiscal particularly under PMEGP & REGP 
schemes asking the department to at least match 
the last year’s progress.

Chief Minister also reviewed the New Central 
Sector Scheme aimed at encouraging new invest-
ments and incentives provided under the scheme. 
CM assessed the claim wise progress achieved 
under the scheme and called for completion of 
targets fixed under the NCSS.

He also asked Industries Department to pri-
oritize setting up of industries for which either 
raw material is readily available or the market 
is locally available for finished products.
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�� HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEP 19: With the peace and 
stability, with the spirit of unity and com-
mon goals, and fostering a strong collective 
identity, India will achieve robust develop-
ment, the Lieutenant Governor, Shri Manoj 
Sinha said on Friday. He was speaking at a 
national Seminar on Integration in Indian 
languages organised by National Institute 
of Technology, Srinagar and Bharatiya Bha-
sha Samiti.

The Lieutenant Governor said India's 
rich linguistic landscape is a source of 
strength. He said hundreds of languages 
and dialects have helped in building a 
cohesive society, which is driving trans-
formation and development.

“Despite diverse background, languag-
es, dialects and ideas, a common national 
identity and shared consciousness unite 
us all. We must harness the power of uni-
ty in diversity for nation-building. Our effort 
should be to ensure that Hindi continues 
to serve as an essential bridge, connecting 

people from different linguistic back-
grounds, motivate people to learn other 
languages, enhancing mutual cooperation 
and economic integration,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

He said that all the sections of the soci-
ety must also strive to preserve, and pro-
mote the rich cultural heritage inherent in 
all Indian languages.

The Lieutenant Governor called upon 
youth to transcend linguistic differences 
and unite the nation to transform India 
into Viksit Bharat.

“You have to create a glorious and devel-
oped India by completely eliminating every 
trace of colonial mindset," the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

He said the entire world is looking 
towards India with hope for future pros-
pects.

“The 21st century is India's century. It 
is written in stone. Consistent growth and 
productivity will make India a dominant 
global power,” the Lieutenant 
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Youth Must.....
Governor said.
He also encouraged the young students 

to learn new languages, broaden perspec-
tives and drive innovation.

The Lieutenant Governor commended 
the NIT Srinagar for establishing the 
Official Language Cell and organising 
numerous activities for promotion of 
Hindi language.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant 
Governor felicitated writers, scholars, and 
researchers for their important contribu-
tion to the promotion of diverse languag-
es.

Shri Atul Bhai Kothari, National 
Secretary, Shiksha Sanskriti Utthan Nyas; 
Prof. Binod Kumar Kanojia, Director, 
National Institute of Technology, Srinagar; 
Shri Anshul Garg, Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir; Dr GV Sundeep Chakra-
varthy, SSP Srinagar; members of Shiksha 
Sanskriti Utthan Nyas; prominent literary 
personalities, scholars, faculty and 
students were present.

Industrial Growth.....
Calling for a review of the land policy in 

industrial estates, Omar Abdullah stressed 
on ensuring early allotment of land to 
Units which have deposited premium but 
their proposals for land transfer remain in 
limbo. CM gave directions for early 
completion of 46 new Industrial Estates 
and to take up development of existing 
industrial estates to ensure judicious and 
productive use of industrial land.

On improving the business climate, the 
Chief Minister urged the department to 
explore what J&K can itself do to enhance 
the Ease of Doing Business, beyond 
national benchmarks. He further instruct-
ed officials to design policies that attract 
new industries in the wake of new GST 
rate slabs announced by Central Govern-
ment, with a clear differentiation of how 
J&K can uniquely position itself compared 
to neighboring states.

To ensure stronger policy implementa-
tion, Omar Abdullah asked the depart-
ment to seek structured feedback from 
new industries that have applied under 
Single Window Clearance or begun 
operations under the SWC system, so that 
operational gaps can be identified and 
addressed.

With regard to GI certification of crafts, 
the Chief Minister called for augmenting 
GI certification testing facilities so that 
dealers do not suffer due to limited 
capacity of Handicrafts department, 
cautioning that without adequate systems 
in place, the very purpose of GI tagging 
would be undermined.

“Industrial development in J&K must 
not only attract investment but also 
ensure it translates into jobs, livelihoods, 
and sustainable growth for our youth and 
artisans,” Omar Abdullah said.

Earlier, Commissioner Secretary 
Industries & Commerce Vikramjit Singh 
made a detailed presentation highlighting 
the department’s progress.

He informed that investment realiza-
tion in J&K during FY 2024-25 has reached 
₹4145 crore, nearly 10 times higher than 
the pre-2021 average, while the current 
fiscal (up to August 2025) has already seen 
₹4001 crore worth of projects grounded, 
generating 5,111 jobs in the formal 
industrial sector. For the first time, 
multiple units with investment exceeding 
₹500 crore have been set up across sectors 
such as metals, plastics, pharmaceuticals, 
textiles, and food processing.

The presentation further revealed that 
MSMEs contribute 8% to J&K’s GDP and 
employ over 10.88 lakh people, including 
15% women. Initiatives such as the MSME 
Health Clinic, Udyam registration drives 
across 4914 blocks, and capacity-building 
programmes under the RAMP scheme 
have been launched to support this 
backbone of the economy.

On the startup ecosystem, Singh 
informed that registrations have surged 
from just 69 in 2020 to 1,127 in 2025, with 
a marked shift towards technology and 
service-based ventures. The meeting was 
informed that J&K is also set to host a 
Startup Summit in collaboration with 
Startup India, MEITY, and SIDBI in October 
this year in Srinagar.

The meeting was also informed that 
4.39 lakh artisans are registered across 
J&K, with exports more than doubling to 
₹1163 crore in 2023-24. Srinagar has been 
designated as a World Crafts City by the 
World Crafts Council and recognized by 
UNESCO under its Creative Cities Network. 
A QR-based certification mechanism for 
craft products, the first of its kind globally, 
has also been introduced.

The review meeting was attended by 
Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Kumar 
Choudhary, who is also Minister Incharge 
Industries & Commerce, Advisor to the CM 
Nasir Aslam Wani, Chief Secretary Atal 
Dulloo, Additional Chief Secretary to the 
CM Dheeraj Gupta, Heads of the Depart-
ments of Industries & Commerce and 
other senior officers.

Election Commission.....

EVM ballot papers under Rule 49B of 
the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961.

The upgraded ballot papers will debut 
in the upcoming Bihar elections and will 
feature colour photographs of candidates 
for the first time. According to the new 
format, each candidate’s face will occupy 
three-fourths of the allotted photo space 
to ensure better visibility for voters.

The ECI has also decided to make serial 
numbers more prominent. They will now 
be displayed in bold, size 30 font, using 
the international form of Indian numerals. 
Names of all candidates, including the 
NOTA option, will be printed in the same 
font style and size for uniformity.

The ballot papers will be printed on 70 
GSM paper. For Assembly elections, they 
will use a pink shade of specified RGB 
values for easy distinction.

This initiative is part of 28 measures 
introduced by the Commission in the past 
six months to simplify processes and 
enhance voter convenience.

“The changes will significantly improve 
the clarity and readability of ballot papers, 
ensuring that every voter can make an 
informed and confident choice,” an ECI 
official said. (KINS)

EC axes 12.....
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, the 2024 

Lok Sabha elections, or the 2024 Assembly 
polls—the three electoral exercises 
conducted by the Election Commission 
since 2019 in J&K.

The parties identified by the Commis-
sion include: Backward Classes Democrat-
ic Party, Duggar Pradesh Party, Front of 
Revolutionised Creative Efforts, Jammu & 
Kashmir Peoples Party (Secular), Kashmir 
Development Front, Jammu & Kashmir 
National Democratic Front, Nature 
Mankind Friendly Global Party, Jammu & 
Kashmir Save Party, Secular Party of India, 
Jammu State Morcha (Progressive), Social 
Movement Party, and Secular Party of 
India.

Although many of the delisted parties 
were relatively obscure, three were either 
founded by prominent political figures or 
rooted in significant causes.

Jammu State Morcha was formed on 
the eve of 2002 Assembly elections to 
advocate for a separate state for Jammu.

The Jammu & Kashmir National 
Democratic Front was headed by Abdur 
Rashid Kabuli, who won on a Janata Party 
ticket in 1977 from the Eidgah segment of 
Srinagar. Kabuli was supported by the 
Awami Action Committee, which was 
declared an unlawful association by the 
Central Government in 2025.

The Nature Mankind Friendly Global 
Party is led by Babu Singh, a former 
minister in the PDP-Congress government. 
He was arrested in a Hawla case in 2022—
(KNO)

CS For.....
also stressed on the need to phase out 

obsolete courses that do not contribute 
meaningfully to patient care, and to 
introduce new courses aligned with 
emerging healthcare needs.

Highlighting the crucial role of quality 
teaching, he underscored that only 
well-qualified faculty should be engaged 
in these institutions. He called for framing 
Recruitment Rules for Nursing Colleges, 
filling up vacancies through recruitment 
agencies, and creating posts wherever 
required to ensure that standards of 
teaching and training remain uncompro-
mised.

Reviewing the functioning of the 
recently established J&K State Allied & 
Healthcare Council (SA&HC), the Chief 
Secretary directed that it be further 
strengthened with adequate manpower 
and robust monitoring mechanisms, in 
line with the National Commission for 
Allied & Healthcare Professions (NCAHP) 
guidelines and checklists for institutional 
readiness.

The Secretary, H&ME, Dr. Syed Abid 
Rashid Shah, while presenting an over-
view, informed that significant progress 
has been achieved in nursing education. 
Over the past year, 360 new B.Sc Nursing 
seats, 80 Post Basic B.Sc Nursing seats, and 
25 M.Sc Nursing seats have been added 
across colleges in the UT. From the next 
academic session, Nursing College Jammu 
will also offer 60 additional Post Basic B.Sc 
Nursing seats, he added.

It was further revealed that J&K 
presently has around 50 Nursing Colleges 
with a total intake capacity of 3,040 seats. 
In addition, 8 institutions are offering 233 
M.Sc Nursing seats, 14 institutions 805 
Post Basic B.Sc Nursing seats, while 
dozens of institutes collectively cater to 
more than 5,600 GNM, 5,200 FMPHW, and 
2,300 MMPHW students across the UT.

Registrar, J&K Nursing Council, Dr. 
Sandeep Singh, apprised that examina-
tions for 14,738 candidates in paramedical 
courses had been successfully conducted. 
He also reported recognition of 28 new 
Pharmacy institutions with an intake of 
1,800 seats in Diploma in Pharmacy, 
which is now a mandatory qualification 
for obtaining drug licenses.

Chairperson, J&K A&HCC, Dr.Sabhiya 
Majid, elaborated on the mandate of the 
NCAHP Act, 2021, which came into force 
as per the Hon’ble Supreme Court’s 
directions. She explained that the NCAHP 
and State Councils are responsible for 
regulation and maintenance of standards 
in allied and healthcare education and 
services, assessment of institutions, 
maintaining central and state registers of 
professionals, and fostering research and 
adoption of latest scientific advancements.

She further elucidated that presently, 
10 recognized categories spanning 57 
professions fall under its ambit, with the 
scope set to expand in order to uphold the 
quality, dignity, and recognition of allied 
healthcare professionals nationwide.

Reiterating the government’s commit-
ment, the Chief Secretary emphasized that 
strengthening nursing education and 
allied healthcare systems is pivotal for 
enhancing patient care, meeting the 
growing healthcare demands, and creat-
ing a skilled workforce to serve the people 
of J&K.

No dual govt.....
welfare of the people.
“There is no dual government, but there 

are two brothers – one elder and one 
younger,” Raina told reporters during his 
visit to Asia's second-largest fruit mandi in 
Sopore.

“The LG wishes for the betterment of 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir, and so 
does the elected government led by Omar 
Abdullah. Both the brothers are working 
together and when they do, the better-
ment efforts become stronger,” he said.

On Chief Minister Omar Abdullah’s 
remarks that he has “nothing in his hand,” 
be it road or security, Raina said, “Omar 
sahib might have made this statement out 
of anger. The concerned minister and 
NHAI are ensuring restoration on a war 
footing. Yes, steps taken a few days ago 
should have been initiated 20 days 
earlier.”

The BJP leader said that in the last 24 
hours alone, over 10,000 fruit-laden trucks 
had crossed Jammu and the pace would 
increase further in the coming days. 
“Hopefully, within the next 10 days, 
packed apples will be transported to 
different parts of the country,” he assured.

Raina admitted that apple growers and 
traders suffered huge losses due to 
prolonged highway blockages caused by 
heavy rains and landslides. “The mandi 
leadership has put forth their demands, 
including priority for the national high-
way. I have witnessed lakhs of apple boxes 
ready for transportation. These issues will 
be taken up with the government, includ-
ing the LG and if required, I will take up 
them with Home Minister Amit Shah.”

Reiterating the central government’s 
resolve, Raina said both Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit 
Shah have consistently assured that the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir will not be 
allowed to face hardships. “A special cargo 
train was mobilised earlier and if 
required, more such measures will be 
taken. Whatever possible efforts the 
Centre has to undertake, they will, to 
ensure smooth transportation and ease 
the pain of people,” he said.

Raina said that both essential supplies 
and apple transportation were moving 
smoothly again. “The last few days were 
tough, but now the weather is favourable, 
transportation is moving and the efforts 
will continue. Whatever the issues are, we 
will ensure their early redressal,” he 
added. (KNO)

Elected govt.....
crucial for J&K, not for the government, 

but for the people whose livelihoods and 
opportunities have been affected.

“Today, outsiders are getting jobs, 
while locals are pushed aside,” he said, 
vowing to continue the fight against those 
responsible for the removal of Article 370 
and the downgrading of the state into a 
Union Territory.

About the National Highway closure 
and subsequent losses to the fruit grow-
ers, the Dy CM said the growers never 
faced losses when J&K was a state, but 
today the highway remained closed for a 
longer period, causing extensive losses to 
the growers. "Unfortunately, the Lieuten-
ant Governor didn’t utter even a single 
word on it," he said.

Choudhary said those responsible for 
the state's downgrading have met the LG, 
but not the elected Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah, who was elected by the people.

“The PDP leader (Iltija Mufti) needs to 
clarify why she met the LG instead of the 
elected government. The LG's tenure has 
already ended, and she did so despite 
claiming that nothing is in his hands,” he 
said.

He said the biggest issue at present was 
the restoration of the identity snatched 
from the J&K people. "If anyone is respon-
sible for this, it is PDP," he said.

The Deputy Chief Minister said the 
elected government in Jammu and 
Kashmir has done whatever was under its 

domain, following the recent floods 
triggered by heavy rainfall.

“The Chief Minister visited almost 
every area affected by the floods, and 
the government has extended every 
possible support under its domain. 
J&K doesn’t want any healing, but 
wants compensation for those 
affected by the floods," Choudhary 
said. "It is the Centre that has to 
provide compensation."—(KNO)

PM Modi-led......
to survey the flood affected areas. 

The state administration is compiling 
its assessment reports, which will be 
sent to the Centre for final evaluation 
and decision-making.”

After his visit to Badyal Brahmana, 
the Minister returned to Jammu city 
and chaired a review meeting with 
the J&K government.

Later, he addressed the media and 
announced a slew of relief measures. 
Chouhan announced that one instal-
ment under PM-Kisan would be 
released immediately to the farmers 
affected by the floods in the Union 
Territory.  “In flood-hit areas, workers 
will get an additional 50 man-days 
under MGNREGA,” he said, raising the 
total from 100 to 150 man-days,” he 
said.

The Union Minister also 
announced compensation for farmers 
who lost domestic animals due to the 
flood. As per the Jammu and Kashmir 
administration’s preliminary data, 
approximately 5,000 houses have 
been damaged. “We will provide Rs 
1,30,000 under the Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana for rebuilding each 
house. Each will include a separate 
toilet,” he said.

Addressing losses faced by local 
Self Help Groups, Chouhan said Rs 
76,000 crore will be released to 
support them.

He said that the sand deposited in 
fields by floodwaters should be 
retained by the farmers for personal 
use, and suggested that the Jammu 
and Kashmir Mining Department 
relax regulations to allow this.

“The Jammu and Kashmir Govern-
ment currently has Rs 2,499 crore 
available under the disaster manage-
ment fund. These funds will be used 
for immediate relief and rehabilita-
tion. He added that if the need arises, 
the Centre will provide additional 
support,” he said, adding, “Damaged 
irrigation canals and embankments 
will also be repaired in coordination 
with the Centre.”—(KNO)

India Shaping.....
'Operation Sindoor'.”
Pertinently, the operation was 

launched to avenge the Pahalgam 
terror attack that left 26 civilians 
dead. Indian armed forces destroyed 
the headquarters of terror outfits 
deep inside Pakistan and Pakistan 
occupied Kashmir (PoK). The skir-
mishes between the two countries 
continued till May 10. Indian forces 
hit 13 military and airbase targets 
and eliminated over 100 terrorists at 
nine separate locations. The hostili-
ties ended after Pakistan Director 
General of Military Operations 
(DGMO) called his Indian counterpart 
and requested for a ceasefire.  

Singh said, “The Pahalgam terror 
attack pushed the entire nation into 
mourning but did not weaken the 
country’s will to act. The leadership 
decided that those responsible must 
face consequences that would be 
remembered by one and all.”

Singh said, “Operation Sindoor 
reflects a broader shift in the coun-
try’s approach towards  national 
security. India’s growing focus is on 
modernising its defence infrastruc-
ture, improving training, and equip-
ping the forces to deal with any 
challenge. This preparedness is 
intended to prevent resource con-
straints during future operations.”

He said the response to the 
Pahalgam terror attack demonstrated 
that India decides its own course 
through action and preparation. “The 
retaliation proved that the country’s 
armed forces operate with a sense of 
duty that places national sovereignty 
above all else,” Singh added.

The Defence Minister recalled the 
1965 conflict with Pakistan. “India at 
the time was facing uncertainty but 
managed to withstand the pressure. 
The leadership under then Prime 
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri provided 
clarity and direction during a difficult 
phase and kept national morale 
intact.”

He said, “Wars are not won only 
through armed confrontation, but 
through unified national effort. The 
events of 1965 exhibited how collec-
tive decisions and unity among 
citizens contributed to the country’s 

ability to overcome military threats.”
The Defence Minister said that the 

government continues to pay atten-
tion towards the needs of serving 
soldiers, ex-servicemen, and the 
families of those who lost their lives 
in duty.

The ceremony was attended by 
war veterans, families of fallen 
soldiers, and senior military officials 
including Army Chief General 
Upendra Dwivedi, Western Army 
Commander Lieutenant General 
Manoj Kumar Katiyar, and Delhi Area 
GOC Lieutenant General Bhavnish 
Kumar—(KNO)

PDD Launches......
communicated during the training 

to ensure electrical safety not only for 
humans but also for animals across 
the UT.

The entire schedule has been 
prepared under the guidance of 
Principal Secretary, PDD, H. Rajesh 
Prasad, who reiterated that human 
safety must always remain a top 
priority. He firmly underscored the 
importance of adhering strictly to 
SOPs, with no tolerance for shortcuts 
during work execution. He further 
stated that regular monthly reviews 
on safety compliance will be conduct-
ed by each corporations and detailed 
reports in this regard will be submit-
ted to the department for monitoring 
purpose.

Highlighting the challenges faced 
by linemen in J&K, he mentioned that 
these linemen operate in challenging 
environments, including harsh 
weather conditions, snow-bound 
areas, and tough mountainous 
terrains often during emergencies 
and time-constrained situations. The 
recent restoration of power in record 
time during the incessant rains in 
Jammu stands as a testament to their 
commitment and resilience. Such a 
dedicated workforce must be pro-
vided with specialized trainings and 
adequate facilities to enable expedi-
tious restoration of the system in 
difficult terrains while ensuring that 
their safety remains uncompromised.

The training sessions were orga-
nized and conducted by officers of the 
Electrical Inspectorate. The master 
trainers for the training sessions were 
Er. Anil Abrol in Jammu, and Er. 
Manzoor Ahmad& Er. Adil Bashir in 
Kashmir—all three from the Electrical 
Inspectorate J&K. Additionally, Er. 
Gulshan Bhagat, Er. Sanjeev Pathania, 
Er. Navneet Singh Raina, Er. Mudasar 
Amin Tibet, Er. Sajad Tariq, Er. 
Sandeep Kohli, Er. Divya Gupta, along 
with other officers, officials, and 
supporting staff of the Inspectorate, 
actively participated in conducting 
the proceedings.

The Chief Electrical Inspector, 
Sanjay Sharma, in his opening 
remarks during the session, stressed 
the critical importance of electrical 
safety both in execution of works as 
well as in managing day to day 
operations. He further highlighted 
that power sector of J&K is currently 
undergoing complete transformation 
with conventional systems rapidly 
being replaced with modern tech-
nologies to ensure better service 
delivery to the consumers.

He also informed that the Electri-
cal Inspectorate of PDD has been 
entrusted with the responsibility of 
organizing regular training pro-
grams and workshops to upgrade 
skill of power employees for 
improving the overall efficiency of 
the department.He added that in 
this regard, an annual training 
calendar has been prepared and 
MoUs have also been signed with 
reputed national-level power 
training institutions to adopt a 
collaborative approach in imparting 
trainings by inviting the best 
experts from across  the country to 
J&K.

Every effort is being made to make 
the training programs interactive, 
ensuring that feedback from depart-
mental personnel is incorporated into 
future sessions.

To motivate consistent adherence to 
safety standards, it was announced that 
the best linemen who diligently follow 
safety practices in the field would be 
formally recognized and felicitated, 
thereby promoting a culture of safety 
consciousness across the region.

The main topics covered in the 
sessions were general safety practices in 
electrical works, existing Standard 
Operating Procedures, accident preven-
tion measures, guarding and clearances, 
safe handling of electric supply lines and 
apparatus, earthing methods, CPR 
procedures during electrical emergen-
cies, and the use of workman safety 
devices and appliances.
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CS reviews inter-departmental action 
plan to strengthen food safety in J&K

Flying Squads to conduct surprise checks on high-risk products
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEP 19: In a sig-
nificant step aimed at safeguarding 
public health and ensuring the 
availability of safe and quality food 
products, Chief Secretary, Atal 
Dulloo today chaired an inter-
departmental coordination meet-
ing to review the comprehensive 
action plan on food safety across 
the Union Territory.

The review comes in the back-
drop of recent seizures of substan-
dard meat and dairy products in 
different parts of the UT, raising 
serious concerns over food adul-
teration and public safety.

The meeting was attended by 
Commissioner Secretary, FCS&CA; 
Commissioner Secretary, H&UDD; 
Secretary, H&ME; Divisional Com-
missioner, Jammu/Kashmir; Sec-
retary, Law; Commissioner, FSD; 
Director, FCS&CA, Jammu/Kash-
mir; DG, Budget; DirectorHealth, 
Jammu/Kashmir besides other 
senior officers.

During the deliberations, the 
Chief Secretary directed the Food 
and Civil Supplies Department to 
take stringent action against unla-
belled and non-standard packaged 
food items, particularly imported 
products that fail to specify ingre-

dients and product details, terming 
such practices as blatant violations 
of law.

He took a detailed appraisal of 
the action plan prepared by the 
Food Safety Wing in collaboration 
with key departments, including 
Housing & Urban Development, 
Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, 
and District Administration. The 
plan lays out both immediate and 
long-term measures to eradicate 
the entry of substandard food items 
into J&K and ensure strict compli-
ance with food safety norms.

Key Features of the Action Plan, 
as laid out by the Commissioner, 
DFCO constitutes formation of joint 
inspection teams and flying squads 
for surprise checks, particularly 

targeting high-risk sectors such as 
meat, milk, and bakery products. 
It also envisages accomplishing 
district-wise mapping of food busi-
nesses, including primary produc-
ers, processors, and vendors, to 
enable targeted inspections.

One more feature of this robust 
action plan is the strengthening of 
infrastructure & surveillance. It 
involves establishment of check-
points and cold-chain facilities at 
toll plazas, entry points, and major 
transport routes for high-risk food 
consignments. Besides strict mon-
itoring of consignments from out-
side states to prevent import of 
substandard products.

It also encompasses addressing 
the deficit of nearly 257.5 lakh kg 

of meat through regulated and safe 
supply mechanisms and develop-
ment of modern slaughterhouses 
with frozen storage facilities for 
scientific meat processing and dis-
tribution.

Another pillar of the strategy is 
enforcement of mandatory sani-
tary and hygiene practices at meat 
shops and other food hubs and 
deployment of qualified veterinary 
officers for routine inspections.

Launch of mass awareness cam-
paigns in collaboration with NGOs, 
SHGs, and cooperatives to educate 
citizens on food safety and hygiene. 
Additionally initiatives to encour-
age public reporting of food adul-
teration and related malpractices 
would also be encouraged.

Monthly meetings of District-
Level Advisory Committees 
(DLACs), comprising officials from 
multiple departments, to review 
progress and address challenges.

Food Safety Wing to lead licens-
ing, inspections, and traceability, 
while Agriculture and Animal 
Husbandry Departments promote 
good agricultural and veterinary 
practices. District Administrations 
will expedite legal proceedings 
against violators.

Chief Secretary Dulloo empha-
sized that effective inter-depart-
mental coordination will be the 
cornerstone of this initiative. He 
directed all concerned depart-
ments to work in close synergy 
to ensure that only safe, hygien-
ic, and quality food reaches the 
markets.

This comprehensive strategy is 
not just about regulation but also 
about building awareness, account-
ability, and trust. This comprehen-
sive action plan is a comprehensive 
initiative to protect the public 
health and ensuring the availabil-
ity of safe and quality food for all. 
The administration urges all citi-
zens and food business operators 
to support this initiative for the 
collective well-being of the Union 
Territory.

Mumtaz Writers Forum
Holds Well-Attended Literary 

Conference at GHSS
Kachwa Kreeri

�� HT News Desk

BARAMULLA, SEP 6: A grand literary conference 
was organized on Thursday by the Mumtaz Writers 
Forum, Kalantarpayan, at Government Higher 
Secondary School, Kachwa. The event witnessed a 
large gathering of writers, poets, students, and 
prominent citizens of the area.

The conference was graced by MLA Baramulla, 
Mr. Javed Ahmad Baig, as the chief guest, while 
Principal of Higher Secondary School, Mr. Sharjeel 
Abbas Khan, attended as the guest of honor.

The inaugural session was presided over by Mr. 
Nadeem Bukhari. During this session, short stories 
were presented by Shabnam Tilgami and Abid Ashraf, 
while Shahid Dilnavi delivered a thought-provoking 
paper. The welcome address was delivered by Mum-

taz Rasheed, President of the Forum.
Following the inaugural session, a grand mush-

aira (poetic symposium) was held, where a galaxy 
of renowned poets presented their verses. The 
proceedings were conducted by Mehraj Maqami 
and Peer Hilal Ahmad.

The poets who participated included Shabnam 
Tilgami, Mumtaz Rasheed, Ishaq Majrooh, Sharif 
Qadri, Nadeem Bukhari, Syed Roshan Qamar, Farooq 
Wagoori, Shahid Dilnavi, Riaz Rabbani, Rasheed 
Roshan, Masoom Gulzar, Peer Hilal Maqami, Master 
Ghulam Hassan Wani, Mohammad Maqbool Sha-
heen, Mir Ahsanullah, Yousuf Jameel, Ghulam Has-
san Darvesh, Shamim Ahmad Shamim, Ghulam 
Hassan Banri Payeen, Mohammad Saleem Baig, 
Mashkoor Maqami, Maqbool Magray Hami, Abid 
Ashraf, Waheed Ahmad Ganai, among others.

The conference was attended in large numbers 
not only by the students of the school but also by 
leading personalities of the Kunri region, who 
warmly applauded the contributions of the poets 
and writers.

Speaking on the occasion, MLA Javed Ahmad 
Baig lauded the event and emphasized the impor-
tance of organizing such literary gatherings. “These 
programs are the need of the hour to guide our 
younger generation away from distractions and 
towards knowledge and literature,” he remarked.

In his concluding address, Principal Sharjeel 
Abbas Khan urged writers and poets to shoulder 
their social responsibilities and use their pen for the 
betterment of society.

Finally, Mehraj Maqami wrapped up the program 
with a vote of thanks, extending gratitude to all 
participating poets, writers, students, media rep-
resentatives, the J&K Academy of Art, Culture & 
Languages, the Information Department, Baram-
ulla, and especially Principal Sharjeel Abbas Khan 
for their support in making the event a success.

Kashmir World Film Festival (KWFF) Announces its 5th Edition, Scheduled for 1st Nov to 7th Nov 2025
�� HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEP 19: The high-
ly anticipated Kashmir World 
Film Festival (KWFF) will return 
for its 5th edition this year, from 
1st November to 7th November 
2025. This celebration of cinema 
brings together filmmakers, 
industry professionals, and film 
enthusiasts from around the 
world, offering a unique platform 
for cultural exchange in the 
breathtaking Kashmir Valley. 
Since its inception in 2017, KWFF 
has been a key player in showcas-
ing not only the rich cultural 
heritage of Kashmir but also giv-
ing voice to emerging filmmak-
ers from the region. As the festi-
val celebrates its milestone 5th 
edition, this year’s program will 
feature an expanded lineup, 
including international films, 
workshops, panel discussions, 
and cultural programs. These 
elements aim to highlight the 
diversity of global storytelling 
while fostering meaningful dia-
logues between different cul-
tures. "We are thrilled to mark 
the 5th edition of KWFF," said 

Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan, 
Founder of KWFF. "It’s a signifi-
cant milestone, and we are com-
mitted to continuing our mission 
of providing a platform for both 
local and global filmmakers. The 
power of cinema brings people 
together, and we look forward to 
creating an inclusive and vibrant 
space for cultural exchange and 
creative expression."

The festival will feature a 
curated selection of films across 
multiple genres, including drama, 
documentaries, animation, and 
experimental cinema. Audi-
ences can expect an immersive 
experience with screenings, 
engaging filmmaker sessions, 
industry expert discussions, and 
an awards ceremony recognizing 
outstanding achievements in 
various categories such as Best 
Feature Film, Best Short Film, 
Best Documentary Film, Best 
Student Film and Best Films in 
other categories.

This year’s festival will also 
maintain a strong focus on region-
al cinema, with special emphasis 
on films made by Kashmiri film-
makers. KWFF remains a vital 

platform for showcasing local tal-
ent, providing them with a global 
audience while also contributing 
to the growth of the Indian and 
international film industries. As 
part of this focus, the festival will 
dedicate an entire day to films that 
highlight women's issues and 
another to films that engage with 
children's interests.

A Platform for Collaboration 
and Inclusivity

KWFF has seen tremendous 
growth since its inception. In its 
previous editions, the festival 
hosted over 15,500 attendees, 
with a particularly strong youth 
presence. Films from 15 coun-
tries—including the USA, Italy, 
Iran, Afghanistan, South Korea, 
and others—were showcased, 
and more than 460 films were 
submitted. The festival’s impact 
is evident in the overwhelming 
media coverage, with over 500 
media mentions, including in 
international, national, and 
regional outlets.

"We are proud to continue our 
association with prestigious film 
organizations such as the Nation-
al Film Development Corporation 

(NFDC), Mumbai and Film & Tele-
vision Institute of India (FTII), Pune," 
said Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan. 
"Their ongoing support is integral 
to KWFF’s success. This year, we 
are also excited to welcome some 
of Bollywood’s most celebrated 
actors and filmmakers. Their par-
ticipation further elevates the 
festival’s status and attracts wider 
audiences."

The festival also continues its 
deep engagement with local film-
makers, particularly from Jammu 
& Kashmir, with the aim of foster-
ing a vibrant artistic community 
within the region.

Expanding Cultural Horizons 
& Youth Engagement

KWFF’s role in promoting the 
global and local film industries 
is invaluable, particularly for the 

youth of Kashmir. The festival’s 
educational initiatives, including 
workshops and masterclasses, 
have provided over 550 students 
from various colleges and uni-
versities with a deeper under-
standing of filmmaking. Through 
these initiatives, KWFF hopes to 
nurture future filmmakers and 
continue bridging the gap 
between the international film 
community and the creative tal-
ent in Kashmir. In addition to its 
regular film screenings, the fes-
tival aims to shine a spotlight on 
films shot in Kashmir, celebrating 
the region’s beauty and the cin-
ematic potential it offers.

A Festival of Hope and Peace
In a region historically lacking 

in cinema infrastructure, KWFF 
is proud to offer a unique oppor-
tunity to the people of Kashmir—
especially its youth—to experi-
ence world-class films and 
international cinema. This year, 
KWFF is also dedicated to spread-
ing the message of peace and 
inclusivity, in line with Gandhi’s 
vision of Kashmir as a beacon of 
hope. By promoting collabora-
tion, understanding, and creative 

expression, the festival aspires 
to continue its role as a symbol 
of hope and resilience in Kashmir.

About Kashmir World Film 
Festival (KWFF)

Launched in July 2017, the 
Kashmir World Film Festival is a 
pioneering event that has estab-
lished itself as a cultural bridge, 
connecting Kashmir with the 
global film community. KWFF 
not only celebrates the art of 
cinema but also promotes 
regional filmmakers, fostering 
cultural dialogue and global 
collaboration. The festival has 
become a key platform for 
emerging talent and continues 
to contribute to the cultural revi-
talization of Kashmir through 
the power of storytelling.

For more information, 
registration details, and event 

schedules, please visit: 
[Website Link].

Contact:
Kashmir World Film Festival 

(KWFF)
Phone: +91 990 666 9999

Email: director@kwff.in
Website: 

kashmirworldfilmfestival.com

DC Kupwara chairs NTEP Review 
Meeting on TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyan

�� HT News Desk

KUPWARA, SEP 19: A 
District Level Review Meet-
ing under the National 
Tuberculosis Elimination 
Program (NTEP) was today 
held under the chairman-
ship of Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kupwara, Shri-
kant Suse (IAS), to review 
the progress of the TB Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyaan and ana-
lyze block-wise perfor-
mance of NTEP activities 
across the district.

The meeting conducted 
in online mode owing to 
ongoing Swasth Nari–
Sashakt Pariwar Abhiyan 
(SN-SPA) and Nikshay 
Camps, was attended by the 
CMO Kupwara, BMO, and 
block-level NTEP staff. Dis-
trict TB Officer presented 
detailed data highlighting 
achievements made under 
the programme as well as 

gaps and challenges requir-
ing immediate attention.

During the review, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
emphasized intensified 
Active Case Finding in all 
Panchayats with active 
involvement of MLHPs and 
ASHAs, besides strengthen-
ing surveillance and com-
munity awareness. He 
directed health administra-
tors to ensure accountabil-
ity of doctors for timely 
referral of presumptive 
patients for NAAT-based TB 
testing and urged for col-

lective efforts to overcome 
operational challenges in 
field implementation.

DC reiterated that con-
sistent monitoring, block-
wise progress analysis, and 
community participation 
are crucial for achieving the 
objectives of the TB Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyaan. He called 
upon all stakeholders to 
work in a mission mode so 
that Kupwara district can 
move steadily towards the 
goal of a TB-Free district in 
line with the vision of “TB 
Mukt Bharat.”

KVIC Jammu Launches Special Drive under 
Seva Parv to Support SC/ST Beneficiaries

�� Farooq Rather

JAMMU, SEP 19: The Jammu office of the 
Khadi and Village Industries Commission 
(KVIC) has launched a special drive under 
the Seva Parv initiative, with a focused 
approach to support Scheduled Caste (SC) 
and Scheduled Tribe (ST) beneficiaries under 
the Prime Minister’s Employment Genera-
tion Programme (PMEGP).

As part of the campaign, a bankers’ meet-
ing was held on September 19, 2025, under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Rajesh Kumar, State 
Director, KVIC Jammu. The meeting saw 
participation from key stakeholders, includ-
ing Ms. Shivali, Joint Director, District Indus-
tries Centre (DIC) Jammu; Mr. Anil Kumar 
Sharma, Nodal Officer, PMEGP; Mr. Neeraj 
Balhotra of J&K Bank; Dr. Sandeep Kotwal, 
Executive Officer, KVIB; officials from DIC, 
lead banks, Lead District Managers (LDMs), 
the Department of Posts, and others.

The programme commenced with the 
Swadeshi Pledge under the Khadi Mahotsav 
banner. During the meeting, Mr. Anil Kumar 
Sharma delivered a detailed presentation 
outlining:

The performance of PMEGP in Jammu & 
Kashmir,

Progress in sanctioning and disbursing 
cases for SC/ST beneficiaries,

Objectives and modalities of the special 
drive under Seva Parv.

Key decisions taken during the meeting 
included:

Early clearance of all pending SC/ST ben-
eficiary cases,

Review and rectification of cases with 
documentation issues,

Ensuring SC/ST applicants who also 
belong to minority communities, women, 
Persons with Disabilities (PWD), or ex-ser-
vicemen furnish valid SC/ST certificates to 
expedite subsidy disbursal.

Officials emphasized that the special 
drive will continue in a phased manner, with 
the next meetings scheduled to be held in 
Srinagar and Leh (Ladakh).

A directive was also issued to all par-
ticipating banks and implementing agencies 
to clear all pending and rectification cases 
of SC/ST beneficiaries before October 15, 
2025.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Rajesh 
Kumar, State Director, KVIC Jammu, reaf-
firmed the Commission's commitment to 
inclusive growth and its priority support to 
SC/ST communities under PMEGP.
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Surinder Choudhary along with Sakeena Itoo visit DH 
Pora Kulgam, lay foundation stone of Rest House

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

KULGAM, SEP 19: Deputy 
Chief Minister, Surinder 
Choudhary, along with Min-
ister for Education, Health 
and Social Welfare, Sakeena 
Itoo today visited Damhal 
Hanji Pora and laid founda-
tion stone of Rest House which 
will come up with an esti-
mated cost of 2.94 crore.

Addressing a large gather-
ing, the Deputy Chief Minister 
said the government is com-

mitted towards improving 
infrastructure across all sectors 
to provide better services to 
the people. He directed the 
concerned engineering wing 
to ensure timely completion of 
the Rest House and other proj-
ects while maintaining qual-
ity standards.

The Deputy CM said that the 
government led by Omar Abdul-
lah is determined to fulfil all 
promises made to the people. 
He further stated that several 
projects are going on to boost 

connectivity, public amenities, 
and holistic development, in line 
with the government’s vision of 
inclusive growth across Jammu 
& Kashmir.

The Deputy CM added that 
transparency, accountability, 
and a pro-people approach 
remain the government’s top 
priority.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Sakeena Itoo said that under the 
leadership of the Omar Abdullah, 
the government is working with 
a clear vision to ensure holistic 

development across all regions 
of J&K.

She further stated that the 
establishment of the Rest House 
will add to development profile 
of this area.

The Health Minister high-
lighted that the current gov-
ernment has restarted sev-
eral long-pending projects, 
besides many new projects 
have been sanctioned, par-
ticularly in health sector, to 
improve overall well-being of 
the people.

DC Ganderbal chairs NCORD 
meeting, reviews measures to 

curb drug menace
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

GANDERBAL, SEP 19: Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Ganderbal, Jatin Kishore today chaired a meeting of 
the District-Level Committee on Narco Coordination 
Centre (NCORD) here to review the measures being 
undertaken to curb the drug menace in the district.

The meeting discussed key issues, including in-
tensifying anti-drug awareness campaigns, strength-
ening enforcement measures against drug peddlers 
and its trafficking to curb drug abuse more effec-
tively.

During the meeting, DC stressed the need for 
strict action against drug peddlers through coordi-
nated and intensified efforts and emphasized aware-
ness programs in schools regarding the harmful 
effects of drug abuse.

Chief Education Officer was directed to ensure 
regular sensitization sessions in schools. It was fur-
ther instructed that no tobacco products should be 
sold within 100 meters radius of schools, and viola-
tors must be strictly fined.

DC directed constitution of joint inspection teams 
comprising officers from the Health Department, 
Revenue (Tehsildars), Police, and Rural Development 
(BDOs) to conduct surprise checks within their re-
spective jurisdictions.

Discussions were also held on identification of 
drug hotspots, wherein Police was directed to remain 
extra vigilant in such areas by establishing nakas 
and intensive surveillance. Random scanning of cou-
rier services was also deliberated upon, and it was 
decided that special nakas shall be established at all 
entry points of the district to prevent transport of 
drugs through courier services.

The meeting also reviewed the functioning of the 
Drug De-addiction Centre, and the Chief Medical 
Officer briefed the chair about its status.

Furthermore, DC took stock of the ongoing wild 
cannabis destruction drives, status of Nasha Mukt 
Panchayats, implementation of computerized billing 
systems by chemists, and installation of CCTV cam-
eras in medical shops.

District Drug Inspector was directed to submit a 
detailed report regarding suspension of drug licens-
es of shops found violating norms during inspections.

DC reiterated the commitment of the district 
administration to make Ganderbal a drug-free district 
through coordinated efforts of all stakeholders, and 
sought active cooperation of the public in this regard.

DAY-3 of Sewa Parv: Budgam conducts wide range of activities
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

BUDGAM, SEP 19: District 
administration Budgam today 
observed Sewa Parv with a series 
of activities focusing on cleanli-
ness, nutrition, environmental 
awareness, social inclusion, and 
community responsibility.

The day-long programmes were 
organized across different sectors 
with enthusiastic participation 
from students, locals, social orga-
nizations, and government depart-
ments.

To spread the message of Swach-
hata, a comprehensive cleanliness 
drive was organized in block Bud-
gam, Chadoora, SK Pora, BK Pora 
and all other blocks of the district, 
where officials, volunteers, stu-
dents, and community members 
actively participated.

The drive covered public spac-
es and community areas, reinforc-
ing the importance of sanitation 
and individual responsibility in 
keeping surroundings clean.

As part of its environmental 
protection campaign, District Pol-
lution Control Board Budgam car-
ried out an anti-polythene drive 
at tehsil Budgam, where traders, 

vendors, and the general public 
were sensitized about the harm-
ful effects of polythene use. Of-
ficials also urged citizens to adopt 
eco-friendly alternatives and 
pledged to minimize plastic con-
sumption in daily life.

In collaboration with NIFT 
Budgam, another cleanliness cam-
paign was carried out at important 
locations, where students and 
youth volunteers came forward 
to contribute their efforts. The 
initiative highlighted the crucial 

role of educational institutions in 
nurturing a culture of responsibil-
ity towards environmental sus-
tainability.

Pir Panjal Forest Division (Soil 
Range Budgam) conducted an eco-
awareness programme at Govt. 
Higher Secondary School Soibugh, 
attended by a large number of 
students and staff. Resource per-
sons from the Forest department 
spoke on issues like biodiversity 
conservation, sustainable lifestyles, 
and protection of natural resourc-
es.

The interactive session encour-
aged students to adopt small but 
impactful measures in their daily 
lives for safeguarding the environ-
ment.

Under Poshan Abhiyan, the 
Poshan Project organized multiple 
awareness programmes across 
ICDS centres. During the sessions, 
nutritious recipes and food dem-
onstrations were presented to 
pregnant women, lactating moth-
ers, and children, stressing the 
importance of balanced diets, use 
of locally available food, and healthy 
cooking methods.

Adding a strong social welfare 
dimension, Social Welfare de-

partment held games and rec-
reational activities for senior 
citizens, providing them an op-
portunity for interaction, enjoy-
ment, and a sense of inclusion in 
community events. These ac-
tivities aimed at promoting the 
well-being of the elderly while 
acknowledging their valuable 
role in society.

In another significant pro-
gramme, men from different 
localities were brought together 
for awareness and pledge-taking, 
where they were sensitized about 
their responsibilities in safeguard-
ing the dignity and protection 
of women and children. The ini-
tiative not only created awareness 
but also encouraged men to be-
come proactive allies in building 
a safe and respectful social en-
vironment.

The diverse activities organized 
today under Sewa Parv reflected 
the essence of observance of self-
less service, awareness, and active 
citizen participation.

The events also underlined the 
collective resolve of the people of 
Budgam to work together for a 
cleaner, healthier, and more in-
clusive district.

Sewa Parv-2025: Awareness/ cleanliness 
drive held at Achabal Anantnag

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

ANANTNAG, SEP 19: As part of the 
ongoing Seva Parv campaign, Kokernag 
Development Authority (KDA) under 
the leadership of Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) and in collaboration with SDPO 
Achabal, today organized an awareness-
cum-cleanliness drive at Achabal.

The drive commenced from Acha-
bal Chowk and culminated at the 
historic Achabal Garden.

Employees from KDA and other 
departments, along with local volun-
teers, actively participated in the ini-

tiative. They collected garbage and 
litter from the roadsides and within 
Achabal Garden to restore cleanliness 
and spread awareness about environ-
mental responsibility.

Speaking on the occasion, CEO KDA 
said that Seva Parv offers an opportunity 
to reinforce the importance of cleanliness 

and environmental care while also ex-
pediting developmental works.

He further added that a series of 
activities under Seva Parv will con-
tinue within the KDA jurisdiction till 
October 2, 2025, focusing on com-
munity service, public welfare, clean-
liness drives, awareness campaigns, 
and outreach programmes.

Participants pledged to continue 
their efforts towards maintaining 
cleanliness and preserving the natu-
ral beauty of Achabal, making it a 
model for sustainable development 
and community participation.

Community welfare & awareness 
activities mark day-3 of Sewa 

Parv at Pulwama

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

PULWAMA, SEP 19: The third day of the ongoing 
fortnight-long Sewa Parv celebrations in Pulwama 
was marked by a wide range of community welfare 
and awareness activities organised by various depart-
ments and institutions across the district.

The programmes witnessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation of schools, colleges, municipal bodies, 
Rural Development, Health, Social Welfare, For-
est and Social Forestry departments, reflecting 
a strong spirit of collective service and public 
engagement.

Educational institutions carried forward the cam-
paign by organising anti-drug rallies, poster-making 
and essay-writing competitions, and disaster man-
agement drills. As part of the education-focused 
initiative ‘Volunteering in Schools for Special Class-
es,’ special classes were conducted to support learn-
ing outcomes, while donation drives for books, sta-
tionery, and clothes for underprivileged students 
were also held, promoting compassion and inclusiv-
ity.

Municipal Council Pulwama, along with other 
municipalities, undertook major sanitation drives, 
including cleanliness campaigns in public spaces, 
springs, markets, bus stands, and riverbanks. Door-
to-door campaigns on solid waste management were 
carried out to spread awareness at the grassroots 
level. Municipal bodies also held awareness pro-
grammes on flagship schemes like PM SVANidhi and 
PMAY 2.0, encouraging people to avail benefits of 
government initiatives.

Rural Development department organised clean-
liness drives in panchayats and public institutions, 
mobilising local communities for sustainable sanita-
tion practices.

Furthermore, under the Nari Sashakt Parivar 
Abhiyan, women-focused health initiatives were 
held across the district. Special screening camps, 
maternal and child healthcare awareness ses-
sions, and counselling programmes were organ-
ised at Community Health Centres (CHCs), Pri-
mary Health Centres (PHCs), and Ayushman 
Arogya Mandirs. Doctors and paramedical staff 
provided preventive and curative services to a 
large number of beneficiaries, particularly wom-
en and adolescents, ensuring robust community 
outreach.

The celebrations of Sewa Parv will continue in 
the coming days and weeks with a series of pro-
grammes aimed at deepening public awareness, 
encouraging volunteerism, and fostering inclusive 
community development.

Arrangements for Navratra, Dussehra & Maha Navami Reviewed at Udhampur
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

UDHAMPUR, SEP 19: Deputy 
Commissioner Udhampur, Saloni 
Rai, today chaired a comprehensive 
meeting with officers of line de-
partments, representatives of 
civil society, and market associa-
tions to review and finalise ar-
rangements for the upcoming holy 
festivals of Navratra, Dussehra, 
and Maha Navami.

During the meeting, thread-
bare discussions were held on 
critical arrangements including 
security deployment, uninter-
rupted power and drinking wa-
ter supply, sanitation, first-aid 
facilities, fire safety, market 
regulation, and traffic manage-
ment. Officers were directed to 
adopt a proactive approach to 
ensure smooth and peaceful 
conduct of festivities.

Special focus was laid on se-
curity preparedness. The Police 
Department was instructed to 
make adequate security arrange-
ments in and around temples, 
congregation sites, and Dusseh-
ra grounds to avoid any untow-
ard incident. The Traffic Depart-
ment was asked to chalk out a 
plan for traffic regulation and 
deploy sufficient personnel at 
key locations to prevent conges-
tion.

To curb overcharging and black-
marketing, a committee was con-
stituted to conduct regular market 
inspections. Shopkeepers were 
directed to prominently display 
the approved rate list of essential 
commodities. The DC also urged 
the business community to main-
tain fair trade practices during 
the festive season.

The Executive Engineer PHE 
was directed to ensure an uninter-

rupted supply of safe drinking 
water, while the Xen PDD was asked 
to maintain continuous power 
supply, especially during evening 
hours when large gatherings are 
expected at temples and commu-
nity venues.

The Municipal Council was 
tasked with ensuring proper 
sanitation and waste management 
across the town. It was directed 
to intensify cleanliness drives and 

maintain hygiene around religious 
places, procession routes, and 
public grounds. Civil society mem-
bers were also encouraged to 
extend their cooperation in main-
taining cleanliness and decorum 
during the festivities.

The DC emphasised the im-
portance of inter-departmental 
coordination, urging all stake-
holder departments to work in 
close synergy so that devotees and 

visitors may celebrate the festivals 
in a safe, clean, and well-organised 
environment.

The meeting was attended by 
senior officers of district admin-
istration, representatives of mar-
ket associations, religious com-
mittees, and members of civil 
society, who assured their full 
cooperation for the smooth conduct 
of Navratra, Dussehra, and Maha 
Navami celebrations.
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Sewa Parv-2025: DC Srinagar initiates work 
on Public Toilet Complex at DC office

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEP 19: As part of 
the ongoing fortnight-long Sewa 
Parv campaign, Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, Akshay Labroo 
Friday initiated construction work 
on Public Toilet Facility complex at 
DC office Complex.

The new facility is being con-

structed to enhance public sanita-
tion and civic amenities within the 
complex to promote cleanliness, 
hygiene and public welfare.

The public convenience includes 
separate washrooms for male, 
female and persons with special 
abilities.

Speaking on the occasion, DC 
reaffirmed the district administra-

tion’s commitment to ensuring 
improved cleanliness, hygiene, and 
accessibility for both office em-
ployees and visiting citizens and 
said that this was initiated today 
under the Sanitation & Hygiene 
vertical of the ongoing Sewa Parv 
2025.

Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner, Rifat Aftab 

Qureshi; Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz; 
Additional Deputy Commission-
er, Aadil Fareed; Chief Planning 
Officer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar; As-
sistant Commissioner Revenue, 
Executive Engineer R&B, citizens, 
stamp vendors and other associ-
ated persons were present on the 
occasion.

Sewa Parv 2025 Day 3: District Kishtwar 
hosts disaster management drills, health 

camps & awareness rallies
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

KISHTWAR, SEP 19: As part of the 
ongoing Sewa Parv 2025 campaign, a 
series of impactful activities and aware-
ness programs were organized across 
District Kishtwar today featuring aware-
ness camps on disaster management, 
health and wellness, fisheries sector, 
nutrition, community welfare and oth-
ers.

The SDRF team conducted a Disaster 
Management Demonstration and Work-
shop on fire safety at Government High-
er Secondary School. The session includ-
ed live demonstrations on fire evacuation, 
handling extinguishers and adopting 
preventive safety measures. Mock drills 
on earthquakes, fire and other emergen-
cies were also carried out to equip students 
with practical knowledge and prepared-
ness.

The Health Department organized 
snakebite awareness drives across the dis-
trict, where medical staff educated people 
about timely medical assistance, avoiding 
harmful traditional practices and preven-
tive measures. Alongside, medical check-up 
camps were also held.

The Fisheries Department launched 
outreach programs for the Fishermen 
Community, spreading awareness about 
government welfare schemes like PMMSY, 
HADP, KCC and ATMA support services. 
The initiative encouraged Fishermen to 
avail scheme benefits for socio-econom-
ic empowerment.

The Municipal Council Kishtwar con-
ducted awareness among street vendors 
regarding registration under the PM SVANi-
dhi Scheme to ensure their inclusion in 
livelihood benefits.

Meanwhile, a spirited anti-drug and 

anti-tobacco rally was organized at HS 
Sigdi Bhata under the theme “Say No to 
Drugs, Say No to Tobacco.”

The ICDS Department carried out 
multiple activities under Sewa Parv and 
Poshan Maah. These included sensitiza-
tion sessions on reducing sugar, salt and 
oil intake to combat obesity, father-led 
complementary feeding recipe compe-
titions, and community pledges on nu-
trition.

Similar activities were held across 
Sub-Division, Tehsil, and Block levels by 
Health, RDD, ICDS, Forest, Education, So-
cial Welfare and Agriculture departments, 
ensuring widespread participation and 
awareness.

The day’s events highlighted the 
spirit of Sewa Parv 2025—uniting com-
munities through awareness, prepared-
ness and collective responsibility for a 
healthier, safer and more resilient so-
ciety.

Week-long Aapda Sakhi 
training prog. begins at SDRF 

1st Bn Hqrs Srinagar
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEP 19: To empower women at 
the grassroots level in disaster preparedness and 
response, a week-long Aapda Sakhi Training pro-
gramme commenced today at the Headquarters 
of State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) 1st Bat-
talion, Srinagar.

Aapda Sakhi Training program was attended 
by  Ramesh Kumar Angral, Director, Homeguards 
Kashmir; Imtiyaz Hussain Mir, Director Civil De-
fence & SDRF Kashmir; Masroor Ahmad Mir, Com-
mandant, SDRF 1st Battalion and other senior 
civil and Police officers.

Aapda Sakhi Training program witnessed 
active participation of senior off icers/officials 
and 78 women trainees drawn from various 
districts of Kashmir province viz. 20 Aapda 
Sakhi from Social Welfare, 20 Aapda Sakhi from 
Rural Development, and 20 from Health & 
Medical Education department, besides 18 from 
Civil Defense, wardens/volunteers are also tak-
ing part in the event.

Speaking on the occasion, Director Homeguards 
emphasized the importance of integrating women 
into the disaster management framework. He 
stated, “Women are the backbone of our commu-
nity, and their involvement as Aapda Sakhis will 
significantly enhance grassroot preparedness and 
resilience during any emergency.”

Addressing the off icers, off icials and Aap-
da Sakhi trainees, Director Civil Defence & 
SDRF Kashmir highlighted the critical role of 
Aapda Sakhis as community f irst responders 
and advocates for resilience in disaster-prone 
regions. 

He reiterated SDRF's commitment to commu-
nity outreach and capacity building.

Earlier during the inaugural session, digni-
taries highlighted the critical role of Aapda 
Sakhis as community f irst responders and ad-
vocates for resilience in disaster-prone regions. 
They commended the enthusiasm of the train-
ees who had come from different corners of 
the Kashmir valley to participate in this spe-
cialized program.

Aapda Sakhis, under the broader ambit of 
community-based disaster risk reduction, are 
to be trained and empowered to respond ef-
fectively to emergencies such as earthquakes, 
f loods, fires, and other natural or human-induced 
disasters.

The week-long training program will cover es-
sential modules including basics of disaster pre-
paredness, first aid and emergency response, fire 
safety and rescue operations, Risk communication 
and community mobilization, and Mock drills and 
hands-on exercises.

The program is being conducted under the guid-
ance of SDRF trainers and disaster management 
experts, ensuring a blend of theory and practical 
learning for the participants.

This inaugural event marked a significant step 
forward in building a resilient community through 
women-led disaster preparedness efforts across 
Jammu & Kashmir.

Training program on HIV/AIDS, STDs, HIV/AIDS Act-2017 held for ASHA Coordinators
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEP 19: A training 
program on HIV/AIDS, STDs, and 
the HIV/AIDS Act, 2017 for ASHA 
Coordinators from various districts 
and blocks of the Kashmir division 
was successfully conducted today 
by the J&K AIDS Control Society 
in collaboration with the Nation-
al Health Mission, J&K, and with 
the support of the Directorate of 
Family Welfare, MCH, and Immu-
nization, J&K.

Around 10 District ASHA Co-

ordinators and 20 Block ASHA 
Coordinators were sensitized on 
the fundamentals of HIV/AIDS and 
the related issues by the expert 
speakers from the J&K AIDS Con-
trol Society.

The training program, an 
initiative under the Intensi-
f ied IEC campaign for HIV/
AIDS awareness in Jammu and 
Kashmir, was inaugurated by 
Dr. Jehangir Bakshi, Project 
Director, J&K AIDS Control 
Society (chief guest of the 
event) in the presence of Dr 

Poonam Sethi, Director, Fam-
ily Welfare, MCH & Immuni-
zation, J&K, and UT Nodal 
Off icer, NHM, J&K, along with 
Associate Program Manager, 
ASHA NHM, J&K.

Dr Bakshi highlighted the ob-
jectives of the Intensified IEC 
campaign for HIV/AIDS awareness 
and the role of the ASHAs in fa-
cilitating the campaign.

The trained ASHA Coordina-
tors will further train the ASHAs 
under them who shall have to 
conduct door to door outreach 

to the households under their 
supervision with the awareness 
messages on HIV/ AIDS and the 
related issues.

Dr Monika Wali, Dy. Director, 
CST highlighted the role of ASHA 
Coordinators in facilitating the 
IEC campaign for HIV/AIDS aware-
ness. Imtiyaz Khan, AD Lab Ser-
vices, delivered a lecture on the 
fundamentals of HIV/AIDS, Dr 
Malooqa, imparted awareness on 
the basics of STDs followed by an 
orientation lecture on the HIV/
AIDS Act, 2017 by Sabiha Iqbal, 

Assistant Director, Mainstreaming, 
JKACS.

Other officers/officials who 
attended the program included 
Dr. Tabasum Firdous, Dy. Director, 
Headquarters; Dr. Rumissa Shawl, 
Dy. Director; IEC, Dr. Monika Wali, 
Dy. Director CST; Nisaar Dar, DD 
Prevention; AD BTS; AD Finance; 
AD Procurement from J&K AIDS 
Control Society and official from 
DHS Kashmir.

The programme concluded 
with certificate distribution among 
the participants.

Food Safety enforcement drive 
conducted in Doda Town to curb 

sale of unsafe Meat

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

DODA, SEP 19: In Compliance with the Jammu 
and Kashmir High Court directions to curb the sale 
of unsafe Meat, a multi-department team conducted 
a thorough market inspection in Doda town, today. 
The drive was carried out on the directions of Dep-
uty Commissioner Harvinder Singh and under the 
close supervision of Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Anil Kumar Thakur.

A team comprising officers from the Food Safety 
Department, Legal Metrology, FCS&CA, Animal Hus-
bandry, Sheep Husbandry, Municipality and Sales 
Tax Department inspected around 20 meat shops, 
dhabas selling cooked meat and other allied estab-
lishments. The purpose of the inspection was to check 
the quality, hygiene standards and compliance with 
the legal provisions of different departments. En-
couragingly, no rotten meat or unsafe food items 
were found during the inspection.

However, to further strengthen food safety prac-
tices, 12 improvement notices were served to meat 
sellers for compliance with hygiene and regulatory 
parameters.

The Legal Metrology Department imposed a pen-
alty of ₹5,000 for violation of LMD norms, while the 
FCS&CA Department levied a fine of ₹800 against 
those using domestic LPG cylinders for commercial 
purposes.

The District Administration has reiterated its 
commitment to ensuring safe, hygienic and quality 
food for the public. Regular inspections will con-
tinue in the coming days and strict action will be 
taken against violators to protect the health and 
rights of consumers in Doda.

Sewa Parv-2025: Awareness, Health, Sports & Community 
Programmes organised across Doda

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

DODA, SEP 19: As part of the ongo-
ing Sewa Parv 2025 celebrations, a 
series of impactful activities were 
conducted across District Doda under 
the guidance of Deputy Commis-
sioner Harvinder Singh.

The programmes, organized by 
various departments and institu-
tions, highlighted the theme of 
“Vikas Bhi, Virasat Bhi”—promoting 
development alongside cultural and 
social values.

The Department of Social Welfare, 
under the supervision of DSWO Tariq 
Qazi, organized an Awareness-cum-
Distribution of Assistive Devices Camp 
at Malothi, Panchayat Panjgrain in 
Bhalla Block.

The event included awareness on 
welfare schemes, sensitization on 
drug prevention, girls’ education, 
gender equality and distribution of 
assistive devices among specially-
abled persons.  

The Health Department, under the 
leadership of CMO, Dr. Om Kumar and 
the guidance of BMOs, held multiple 
special health screening camps at PHC 
Changa (Block Gandoh), PHC Bharath 
(Block Ghat) and other health institu-
tions.

The camps focused primarily on 
female patients, with emphasis on 
ANC check-ups, immunization, anemia 
awareness, general health check-ups 
and preventive healthcare under the 
“Swasth Nari, Sashakt Parivar Abhi-
yaan.” Mobile Health Teams from RBSK 
and RKSK also extended services to 
women, children and adolescents across 
the district.

Meanwhile, the Youth Services & 
Sports Department Doda, under the 
leadership of DYSSO Jaffer Haider Sheikh, 
celebrated Sewa Parv 2025 through a 
grand sports festival. Thousands of 
students participated in chess, vol-
leyball, kho-kho, cricket and athletic 

competitions.
The event showcased youth em-

powerment, discipline, fitness and 
community participation, turning 
the campaign into a vibrant celebra-
tion of sports, culture and national 
pride.

Additionally, the Agriculture Pro-
duction & Farmers Welfare Depart-
ment organized special awareness 
programmes in villages and Pan-
chayats across the district. Farmers 
were sensitized about schemes in-
cluding JKCIP, HADP, PMFBY, Smart 
KCC, Soil Health Cards, Natural Farm-

ing, PMDP and Farm Mechanization. 
These initiatives highlighted sustain-
able agriculture, self-reliance and 
community empowerment, aligning 
with the national theme of “Vikas 
Bhi, Virasat Bhi.”

The District Administration reaf-
firmed its commitment to celebrat-
ing Sewa Parv 2025 as a festival of 
service, awareness and empowerment, 
ensuring that every section of soci-
ety—youth, women, farmers and the 
differently-abled—benefits from 
inclusive development and welfare 
schemes.
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Heartening! Circulation 
of newspapers sees
an increase

At a time when most people believe that 
print journalism has lost its relevance a 
recent survey report has highlighted a pos-
itive development. The survey report has 
said that there has been an increase in the 
circulation of newspapers in the country. 
The survey report said that there has been 
an increase of almost three percent in the 
circulation of the newspapers in the first six 
months of the present year.

The figures dished out by the survey report 
are heartening since the circulation of the 
newspapers had witnessed a dip over the 
past few years. The increase in the circulation 
of newspapers is also significant since there 
has been an influence of social media on the 
people across the country. As on date there 
are people who make the use of social media 
for their daily need of news even though the 
credibility factor is under a question mark.

At the same time there are people who go 
through the e-paper and PDF versions of the 
daily newspapers and as such give a miss to 
the reading of print copies of the newspapers. 
Some of the newspapers have put a charge 
for the e-paper reading of the newspaper 
and there are offers in this regard as well. 
Some of the newspapers had to waive off 
the e-paper charges after it was found that 
not many people are willing to pay for the 
charges.

There is a section of people, even a small 
one who still believe that the real taste of 
reading news is by going through the print 
copy of the same. These people say that news 
in detail can be read only when a reader has 
a hard copy in his or her hand. They opine 
that in the digital version one can only read 
the headlines of the news since it is difficult 
to stick to a mobile for a long time and that 
too for reading news.

It is an established fact that a printed copy 
of a newspaper is no less than a gazette and 
this becomes evident as and when a person 
needs a copy of a particular newspaper for 
obtaining some information or going through 
government advertisement. In other words it 
can be said that despite the challenges 
nobody can deny the importance of a news-
paper and that too the hard copies of a 
particular newspaper.
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Advertisement Section: 9697071471
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The Modern Misunderstanding of 
a Woman’s Nurturing Role

�� Dr. Aamir Wani

In today’s world, success is often measured in 
salaries, titles, and possessions. Yet, in the rush to 
put a price tag on every contribution, we have 
quietly devalued one of humanity’s most essential 
roles — the nurturing heart of a woman. Once 
regarded as the foundation of families and societies, 
it is now often dismissed simply because it does 
not appear on an income statement.

Many now see nurturing as a secondary or 
lesser role, assuming that real power lies only out-
side the home. One of the most damaging miscon-
ceptions is the belief that nurturing — especially 
within the home — is somehow inferior, outdated, 
or limiting to a woman’s potential. This misunder-
standing has been fueled by cultural shifts, eco-
nomic pressures, Westernisation, and distorted 
definitions of success.

Modern society tends to measure a person’s 
worth almost exclusively in economic terms — how 
much they earn, what professional title they hold, 
or how publicly visible their work is. While this may 
seem reasonable in some contexts, it overlooks the 
value of a woman’s nurturing responsibilities, which 
rarely generate direct income or public recognition.

This perspective ignores a deeper truth: the 
emotional, moral, and spiritual shaping of future 
generations — much of which takes place in the 
home — often has far greater long-term impact than 
many celebrated public achievements. While the 
rise of workplace opportunities for women is a 
welcome development, it has also brought unin-
tended consequences: the assumption that choos-
ing to focus on the home is a waste of talent or 
education.

A woman who chooses to be a full-time mother 
or homemaker is often met with pity or judgement, 
as though she has “settled” for less. In reality, such 
a decision can be intentional, rooted in faith, purpose, 
and a clear understanding of true value. Histori-
cally, the home was recognised as the central 
institution of civilisation, and the one who managed 
it held dignity and influence. Today, media and pop 
culture often portray domestic life as unambitious 
or even oppressive, eroding the younger generation’s 

respect for homemaking and parenting.

The Consequences of Neglecting Nurturing
1. Emotional Disconnection Within the Family
Children thrive on emotional availability. When 

a mother’s presence is reduced to short conversa-
tions, hurried meals, and brief routines, children 
may feel unseen and undervalued. Over time, this 
can lead to withdrawal, behavioural problems, and 
vulnerability to negative influences.

Nurturing requires more than physical presence 
— it calls for active engagement, listening, noticing 
moods, and guiding children through moral chal-
lenges. Emotional intimacy in marriage also needs 
time and care; when professional demands consume 
a woman’s energy, her spouse may feel emotion-
ally abandoned, creating distance and tension.

A mother is often the first and most consistent 
moral teacher in a child’s life. In her absence, children 
may turn to peers, media, or online influencers for 
guidance. Such influences are rarely aligned with 
the family’s values, leading to beliefs and behaviours 
that clash with their upbringing.

2. Increased Dependence on Outsiders for 
Parenting

As both parents in modern families immerse 
themselves in careers, traditional nurturing roles 
are increasingly outsourced to daycare centres, 
nannies, boarding schools, or relatives. While 

sometimes necessary, this arrangement can carry 
long-term consequences for a child’s emotional, 
psychological, and moral growth.

No matter how capable, external caregivers 
cannot fully replace a parent’s influence. Over time, 
children may bond more closely with caregivers 
than with their own parents, weakening natural 
family connections.

When the home becomes just a place to sleep 
instead of a centre of love and moral grounding, 
children may form stronger attachments to outsid-
ers. As this pattern continues, parents may feel less 
responsible for active involvement, further widen-
ing the emotional gap.

MESSAGE:
When a woman negates her nurturing role 

whether intentionally or unintentionally, the loss 
is not just personal ,it is generational. Professional 
achievements may earn salaries and organisation, 
but the shaping of hearts within the home is an 
eternal investment. Careers will eventually end, 
but the influence and mother has on our family will 
echo through generations…

I confirm that this article is my original work 
and has not been published elsewhere.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I 
look forward to hearing from you.

email: iamaamirwani@gmail.com

GLORIOUS REVOLUTION
THE BANEFACTOR OF HUMANITY

�� MUFTI NIZAMUL HAQ NADWI 

In universe, an unprecedented 
and timeless revolution took place 
that not only transformed the uni-
verse extraordinarily, but also gave 
new direction to the humanity and 
Worldview.This great revolution 
brought back humanity to its original 
position where human beings should 
stand before Almighty Allah.This 
revolution wore humanity such a fine 
and prestigious jewellery of moral-
ity and character which is above all 
than other fine ornaments.Human-
ity as whole was given such a colour-
ful spectrum which resembles and 
seems similar to Colour of Allah.This 
magnanimity brought whole human-
ity to stand on the high and revered 
position, enlightened the darkest 
ignorance with the "light of knowl-
edge" replaced unfamiliarity (unac-
quaintedness) with "orientation 
"(knowledgeable and informed) and 
changed sinful and black gaurd with 
"righteous character" immortality 
with "highest morality" and 
Malversation(mis or wrong doings) 
with "chaste conduct" and good 
behaviour.Oppression and coercion 
with "Justice and equity " the evil and 
bad deeds with good deeds and vir-
tuous qualities. Aware restrained and 
condemned humanity to sovereign-
ty, humanity buried under customs 
and traditions was lifted to stand 
high on human standards, every pure 

and good thing is declared lawful 
(Halal) and permissible and every 
impure and wicked thing as unlaw-
ful (Haram). The people struggling 
with chains of human slavery were 
given the lessons of servitude to Allah 
and the people who had limited their 
hard work and hardships to worldly 
life were encouraged to immortal 
and eternal life in the hereafter , pro-
viding such a support to the sobbing 
and groaning humanity in the last 
moment that became the greatest 
support of all supports.The human 
boat trapped in the swamp of sins 
and transgression and closed with 
all avenues of escape was pulled out 
of this whirlpool in such a way that 
It is out of question for humanity to 
fall back in the quagmire.The path 
that human's had taken until now, 
leading them to destruction and ruins 
were all closed and only one path 
which guarantees ever lasting success 
was opened and that is the path of 

islam which if followed, success is 
being achieved in the religion and 
world.This path was not only shown 
to follow but insisted others to fallow.

Islam taught us compassion and 
mercy towards poor and helpless, 
encouraged us to act with sympathy 
and grieving for orphans and widows 
and placed the emperor's crown on 
the heads of slaves and helpless, 
ended all the distinctions and differ-
ences of high-low, superior -inferior, 
master and slave and constructed a 
society in which God-fearing and 
accountability of hereafter stands 
merit.One who is perfect in these two 
things shall be considered an ideal 
and perfect human being.This revo-
lution dashed all the boundaries of 
Arab-non Arab, European -Asian and 
no significance remained there for 
Colour and creed, black and white.
All human beings were declared as 
the children of One couple having 
equal rights at the level of humanity 

and no human being is superior in 
status than other one.This revolution 
taught shepherds and herdsman of 
deserts the lessons of being world 
conquerors and rulers .They put 
before the world such a remarkable 
accomplishments and achievements 
which would be remembered as long 
as the world existed and established 
an environment of equality and 
mutual cooperation in which goats 
and wolf's drink water from the same 
whirf ( a situation of harmonious 
coexistence where differences are 
set aside), mutual barriers were put 
down and even natural enemies coex-
ist peacefully.A revolution which kept 
the king and a common man equal-
ly accountable in perticular matter 
and if a common man is questionable, 
the king is also equally questioned 
in the same courtyard.This revolution 
from home upto dealing with trade, 
economics and politics had given new 
dimension to the world and inspired 
new soul in every field of life. A revo-
lution that not only overthrows an 
existing government or system, but 
also fundamentally reshapes founda-
tions of the society.This ideal way of 
life neither existed in the past nor 
anyone does had the perception of 
its importance in mind.

The great and glorious revolution 
brought up by the Prophet Muham-
mad (Saw) in the land of Arabs four-
teen hundred years ago, world still 
had its features and characteristics 
and its impacts and shadows shall 
always be present forever until the 
day of judgment.Rather, with these 
imprint's the world will stand sur-
vived and when these imprint's are 
over, the structure of this universe 
would be wrapped up.This would be 
the final result or final destination of 
the universe .
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Black Pottery
is a Treasured Heritage in Ukhrul Manipur

�� M S Nazki

Ruk Jana Nahin Tu Kahin Haar Ke, Katon Pe 
Chalke Milenge Saaye Bahaar Ke…….Assam 
Rifles message to the people of Ukhrul, Manipur!

Suraj Dekh Ruk Gaya Hai, Tere Aage Jhuk Gaya 
Hai, Jab Kabhi Aise Koi Mastana, Nikle Hai Apni 
Dhun Mein Deewana, Sham Suhani Ban Jaate 
Hain Din Intezaar ke, O’ Rahi.. O’ Rahi.. O’ Rahi.. O’ 
Rahi..!......The song of wlife which everyone in 
Ukhrul should sing!

Every man has his secret sorrows which the 
world knows not; and often times we call a man 
cold when he is only sad.

Heaven knows we need never be ashamed of 
our tears, for they are rain upon the blinding dust 
of earth, overlying our hard hearts. I was better 
after I had cried, than before--more sorry, more 
aware of my own ingratitude, more gentle.

She was a genius of sadness, immersing herself 
in it, separating its numerous strands, appreciating 
its subtle nuances. She was a prism through which 
sadness could be divided into its infinite spectrum!

In Indian myth, "Nagarjuna" refers to two distinct 
figures: the hero Nagarjuna, the son of the Pan-
dava Arjuna and Naga princess Ulupi, a charac-
ter featured in the Oriya tradition of the Mahab-
harata who is honored with a special festival at 
the Puri Jagannath temple. The other Nagarjuna 
is the famous Buddhist philosopher and Acharya, 
a medieval figure who developed the Madhya-
maka school of Buddhism and was known for his 
profound understanding of ‘emptiness’ (sunyata)! 

The man from Ukhrul:
Machihan Sasa is a renowned master craftsman 

from Longpi Kajui, Ukhrul, Manipur, recognized for 
his mastery of the ancient art of Longpi pottery. 
Awarded the prestigious Padma Shri in 2024 for 
his contributions to art and culture, he is credited 
with preserving and reviving this unique hand-
moulded black pottery, which uses serpentine 
stone and brown clay without a wheel and is known 
to enhance food flavor.

Sasa has trained hundreds of villagers in this 
tradition, creating a sustainable livelihood and 
ensuring the art form's transmission to future gen-
erations. 

Artistic Legacy: He has dedicated over five 
decades to Longpi pottery, an ancient craft root-
ed in the Neolithic period.

Padma Shri Award: He received the Padma 
Shri in 2024 for his exceptional dedication to pre-
serving and promoting the Longpi pottery tradition.

Unique Craft: Longpi pottery is a rare, black 
clay pottery made without a potter's wheel, using 
a special combination of black serpentine stone 
and brown clay.

Cultural Preservation: Sasa has been instru-
mental in training over 300 individuals, ensuring 
the survival of this unique cultural heritage and 
creating a sustainable income source for the vil-
lagers.

Village Origin: He hails from the village of 
Longpi Kajui in the Ukhrul district of Manipur.

The alchemists: The Hero Nagarjuna (Mahab-
harata Folklore)

He is the son of the Pandava hero Arjuna and 
the Naga princess Ulupi.  Oriya Mahabharata, his 
story appears in the Oriya version of the Mahab-
harata by Sarala Dasa, where he is a mighty war-
rior.  The deity Jagannath is sometimes depicted 
as this heroic Nagarjuna, a tradition known as the 
Nagarjuna Besha, which features a warrior's cos-
tume.

The story continues further: India's "Eastern 
Alchemist," a title referring to the most prominent 
figure in ancient Indian alchemy, is Nagarjuna 
(also spelled Nagarjunacharya). He was a schol-
ar and monk known for his extensive laboratory 
experiments in alchemy and metallurgy, docu-
mented in texts like the Rasaratnakara. Nagar-
juna is credited with developing methods for 
transmuting base metals into gold and creating 
gold-like alloys, a process whose technology is 
still used for imitation jewelry today. 

Key contributions of Nagarjuna: Transmutation 
of Metals:

He developed methods to convert base metals 
into gold, though the "gold" was a substance that 
looked and shone like gold.

Metallurgy: He conducted extensive experi-
ments in metallurgy, laying the groundwork for 
creating alloys and purifying metals.

"Gold-Shine Mechanism": His techniques for 
creating a golden luster are still used in the jew-
elry industry to make imitation gold.

Documentation: He wrote important texts on 
alchemy and metallurgy, such as the Rasaratna-
kara, providing detailed instructions for various 
processes.

Scientific Legacy: 10th-11th century historian 
Al Beruni recognized Nagarjuna as a "famous 
representative" of Indian Alchemy.

Black Pottery:
While the Longpi black pottery tradition of the 

Tangkhul Naga community in Manipur is centuries 
old and has no single documented founder, the 
modern revival and promotion of the craft can be 
largely attributed to Machihan Sasa. Sasa, a 
recipient of national and state awards and the 
Padma Shri, dedicated his life to preserving the 
art, training villagers, and popularizing Longpi 
pottery through national and international plat-
forms.

Ancient Craft: The origins of Longpi black pot-
tery are ancient, tied to the Tangkhul Naga com-
munity and with no single founder.

Machihan Sasa's Role: He is recognized as a 
pivotal figure in the modern era for his efforts in 
reviving and sustaining the craft, teaching it to his 
villagers, and gaining national recognition.

A Family Tradition: Machihan Sasa learned the 
art from his father, Kuishim Sasa, and passed it on 
to his son, Mathew Sasa, ensuring its continuity.

Community-Based:Traditionally, it was a com-
munal activity among the Tangkhul Naga people, 
and Sasa's work brought it back to the forefront of 
the village's economy.

Nungbi Kajui: Machihan Sasa hails from the 
Nungbi Kajui village in Ukhrul district, which is one 
of the villages where the craft originates.

Black pottery is a durable, dark-hued ceram-
ic made from clay mixed with iron-rich materials 
or black serpentine stone, then shaped, dried, 
and fired at high temperatures, often using a unique 
reduction firing process that results in its distinctive 
color and dense, non-porous substance. It is a 
traditional craft found in various cultures, such as 
in Manipur, India, where Longpi black pottery is 
a treasured heritage, and in Nizamabad, India, 
known for its own distinct style. 

Key Characteristics: Dark Color: The deep black 
color is achieved through specific clay composi-
tions and firing techniques, including reduction 
firing in which the absence of oxygen in the kiln 
creates a black, non-porous surface.

Material Composition: It is made from fine-
grained clay mixed with ingredients like iron-rich 
materials or serpentine stone, giving the finished 
product a rich iron content.

Durability: The high-temperature firing and 
dense, non-porous nature of the pottery make it 
strong, durable, and often suitable for cooking 
and serving.

Handmade Craft: Many forms of black pottery, 
such as those from Manipur, are entirely handmade 
without the use of a potter's wheel, highlighting 
the artisanal skill involved.

Manipur's black pottery, specifically the Long-

pi black pottery, is a traditional handicraft from 
the Tangkhul Naga community in the Longpi vil-
lages near the Ukhrul district. It is handmade from 
a mixture of black serpentinite stone and brown 
clay, then shaped, polished with a local tree leaf, 
and finally fired in a bonfire. This durable and eco-
friendly pottery is valued for its unique natural 
finish, rich iron content, and ability to keep food 
warm and cook faster than conventional vessels. 

That is what I find so wonderful, that not a day 
goes by....hardly a day, without some addition to 
one's knowledge however trifling, the addition I 
mean, provided one takes the pains!..........Lt Gen-
eral V. Lakhera the DG Assam Rifles has indeed 
set very high standards!

And this is what Assam Rifles are doing in Ukh-
rul:

Black pottery, locally known as Longpi Hampai, 
is one of the most distinctive crafts of Ukhrul district 
in Manipur. Rooted in the Tangkhul Naga tradition, 
this art form dates back to the Neolithic era, around 
10,000 BC. The pottery is crafted without a wheel, 
using a unique blend of black serpentine stone 
and special brown clay found only in Longpi and 
neighbouring villages such as Longpi Kajui, Long-
pi Khullen, and Nungbi. Each piece is hand-shaped 
and fired in open flames, making it both eco-
friendly and durable.

Apart from its striking aesthetic, black pottery 
is valued for its culinary benefits-it retains heat, 
enhances flavor, and has natural non-stick qual-
ities. Traditionally, it held ritual and social impor-
tance, being used in weddings, festivals, and as 
household heirlooms. Today, it has gained recog-
nition in interior décor, luxury dining, and global 
handicraft markets, with rising demand in India 
and abroad.

The Government of India has taken steps to 
support this craft by promoting it under One District 
One Product (ODOP) and launching projects to 
improve artisan training, marketing, and e-com-
merce reach.

For the Assam Rifles and defence families, 
supporting black pottery is more than cultural 
appreciation -it is nation-building. By preserving 
this heritage, they strengthen local livelihoods, 
foster pride, and safeguard an art form that is both 
ancient and timeless.

All stories come to an end but we will end this 
one on a lyrical note:  Saathi Na Caravan Hai, Yeh 
Tera Imtihan Hai, Yun Hi Chala Chal. Tu Dil Ke 
Sahare, Karti Hai Manzil Tujhko Ishare,  Dekh Kahin 
Koi Rok Nahin Le Tujhko Pukar Ke, O’ Rahi.. O’ Rahi.. 
O’ Rahi.. O’ Rahi……..(Dedicated to the people of 
Ukhrul……MD)!
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Pancreatic Cancer:
Cigarette Smoke May

Fuel Tumor Growth and Spread
A new study has shed light on how 

cigarette smoking can worsen pancre-
atic cancer. It has long been understood 
that there was a link between smoking 
and pancreatic cancer, but the exact 
mechanism was unclear.

Now, a group of scientists has discov-
ered that certain chemicals in cigarette 
smoke actually reprogram the immune 
system in a way that helps tumors grow 
and spread. This could point to new treat-
ment strategies for pancreatic cancer, 
which currently has very few options.

According to the authors, their findings 
are significant because pancreatic can-
cer is one of the deadliest types of can-
cer, with only a five-year survival rate of 
13%. The full results of the study were 
published on September 4 in Cancer 
Discovery. The Hirshberg Foundation for 
Pancreatic Cancer Research adds further 
context, noting that it is the third leading 
cause of cancer-related death in the 
United States. In 2025 alone, it is esti-
mated that more than 67,000 Americans 
will be diagnosed with pancreatic can-
cer, and nearly 52,000 will die from it.

ÔÔ Effects of smoking on pancreatic 
cancer

The research, carried out by a team 
at the University of Michigan, combined 
lab experiments, mouse models, and 

human tissue samples.
They focused on a group of chemicals 

in cigarette smoke called aryl hydrocar-
bon receptor ligands (AhRLs).

These include well-known carcinogens 
such as dioxins. To mimic smoking, mice 
were treated with cigarette smoke extract 
or with 2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-
dioxin (TCDD), a powerful AhR ligand.

The researchers then implanted pan-
creatic cancer cells directly into the 
animals’ pancreases to track tumor growth.

They also used genetically engineered 
mice to tease apart how different immune 
cells responded to these smoke-related 
chemicals. Finally, they compared the 
mouse findings to human pancreas tissue 
from organ donors and cancer patients.

The results were striking. Both cigarette 
smoke and TCDD accelerated pancre-
atic tumor growth in mice — but only if 
their immune system was intact. That 
means the chemicals weren’t damaging 
tumor cells directly. Instead, they were 
altering the immune response.

The key player was a receptor called 
AhR on CD4+ T cells. Once activated, 
these cells began producing more of a 
molecule called IL-22 and also boosted 
the number of regulatory T cells (Tregs).

Normally, Tregs keep the immune 
system in check. But in this case, they 
prevented CD8+ T cells — the ones that 

usually attack cancer — from doing their 
job. In other words, smoking tipped the 
balance of the immune system away 
from fighting tumors and toward letting 
them grow. The team also saw that ex-
posure to TCDD promoted early precan-
cerous changes in the pancreas, sug-
gesting that chemicals in cigarette smoke 
may play a role not just in cancer pro-
gression but also in its initiation.

Human tissue samples told a similar 
story. Smokers had more activation of 
the AhR pathway, and pancreatic tumors 
from smoking patients contained more 
Tregs. The number of these suppressive 
cells also tracked with how much the 
patient had smoked over their lifetime.

ÔÔ Future treatments for pancreatic 
cancer

According to the authors, what they 
have learned could potentially lead to 
new treatments that block AhR activation 
or reduce the suppressive effect of Tregs.

This could help the immune system 
mount a stronger anti-cancer response, 
especially in smokers.

They additionally note that, since AhR 
ligands are also found in pollutants and 
industrial chemicals, the findings may 
carry wider public health significance.

However, Asfar Azmi, PhD, director of 
the Pancreatic Cancer Research Initiative 

at the Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer 
Institute, who was not involved in the study, 
urges caution in interpreting what the 
findings mean.

“Although this research represents an 
important step forward, it’s still early,” 
Azmi said, adding that much of the evi-
dence comes from labs, animal studies, 
and findings from human tissues.

“That means the results show a mech-
anism linking smoking and pancreatic 
cancer, but they don’t prove that every 
smoker will develop this cancer, or that 
blocking this pathway will automati-
cally prevent it,” he told Healthline. Azmi 
noted that more clinical research is nec-
essary before these findings will actu-
ally change doctors’ practices regarding 
the treatment of pancreatic cancer.

ÔÔ Quitting smoking lowers 
pancreatic cancer risk

Najeeb al Hallak, MD, MS, a medical 
oncologist with the Barbara Ann Karma-
nos Cancer Institute, said that “the mes-
sage is clear that quitting smoking is one 
of the most important steps people can 
take to lower their risk of pancreatic can-
cer.” al Hallak wasn’t involved in the study.

He further pointed out that smoking 
cessation may help reduce people’s risk 
of many other cancers, as well as heart 
and lung diseases.

“Even reducing exposure helps,” al 
Hallak told Healthline, “but the greatest 
benefit comes from complete cessation.”

If you are a heavy smoker, al Hallak 
recommended speaking with your doc-
tor about pancreatic cancer risk and 
whether you qualify for specialized 
monitoring or risk-reduction programs.

He also acknowledged the difficulties 
of smoking cessation, offering smokers 
some encouraging words. “Quitting is 
hard, but it is absolutely possible, and 
thousands succeed every day,” he said.

The first step in quitting? Speak with 
your personal physician. “They can guide 
you to nicotine replacement (patches, 
gum, or lozenges) or medications that 
reduce cravings,” al Hallak said.

Finally, al Hallak added that seeking 
support is essential. “Counseling, support 
groups, and quit lines (e.g., 1-800-QUIT-
NOW) double your chances of success,” 
he said. Additionally, al Hallak suggests 
planning for your triggers. For example, 
if you are accustomed to smoking after 
meals or with coffee, create a healthier 
alternative that you can do instead.

Finally, he urged that you don’t give 
up after slips. “Many people need sev-
eral tries before quitting for good,” al 
Hallak said. “Each attempt builds skills 
for the next.”

Courtesy Healthline
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Office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Department 
Public Health Engineering Division, Bijbehara

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS   |    e-NIT No.:-28/PHE/BIJ of 2025-26 [ e-Tendering]
Issued under endorsement No.PHE/BIJ/5600-22Dated :-18.09.2025

For and on behalf of  theLieutenant  Governor,  J&K  UnionTerritory e-tenders  (in  SingleCoverSystem)areinvitedonpercentagebasisfromapproved  
andregistered  Govt.  contractors, for theworksmentionedbelow: -
SNo. Nameofwork Advt. Cost E/M Class T.D Cost Time
1. Restoration of  WSSKrad disrupted due to floods of 26 Aug 

and 03 Sep 2025
14.63 43,890 BEE, CEE, DEE 1000 1 Month

Position of Accord of Administrative Approval :- Accorded 		  Position of Technical Sanction : Accorded
01.  The Bidding documents consisting ofqualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill ofquantities(B.O.Q), 

Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmentalwebsitewww.jktenders.
gov.inasper scheduleofdatesgiven below.
S. No. Description Date Time

DD MM YYYY
1 Publishing date of NIT 19 09 2025 02:00 PM
2 Download start date 19 09 2025 02:00 PM
3 Bid submission start date 19 09 2025 02:00 PM
4 Bid submission end date 24 09 2025 04:00 PM
5 Bid opening date 24 09 2025 04:15PM

02.	 Bids must be uploaded on JKetenders.gov.in with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Receipt/e-Challan 
infavour ofExecutiveEngineerPHEDivisionBijbehara(Tender receivingauthority).

03. EarnestMoneyequivalentto3%ofAdvertised cost shallhavetobeuploadedbythetendererinshapeofCDR/
FDRwithoutwhichthetendershallnotbeentertained.

04. The quantity of items in the BOQ are purely on tentative basis just to arrive at a genuine / exact comparative cost. 
ThequantityitemsintheBOQcanincreaseordecreaseandshallnotbementionedintheallotmentorder.

05. The successful bidder shall have to respond within the minimum possible time (not more than 03 hours) to execute the 
requisite job failing which the Engineer In-charge or the authorized supervisory staff shall be at liberty to get the job executed / 
completed through any other means on the risk and cost of the allottee. If the allottee will fail to respond in time continuously for 
03 turns his contract shall be deemed to have been cancelled and the job shall be put to fresh tenders after forfeiting of his 
performance security and shall be debarred to take part in any other tendering process of the Division.		

06. The tenderer shall have to satisfy himself regarding all aspects like topography of the area, climatic conditions, geographical 
conditions within the peripherals of the area, before tendering for the work of the particular area at his own expenses.

07. The tenderers have to submit the tender online without any addition or alteration in the rate schedule items or any conditions 
thereof. No conditional tender whatsoever shall be entertained even if the rates shall be lowest one.

08. The tenderer has to understand fully the nature of work or works as per proper nomenclature of items of work inrate/
quantityscheduleintheformofBOQ.

09. The tenderer has to sign a deed at the time of allotment and has to give full details of men and machinery available withhim 
or he has to give a written bond duly stamped as per norms of providing men and machinery as required 
forexecutionofanyoftheworkorworksallottedtohim.

10. The successful bidder has to remain in close liaison with the Divisional Office / Sub Divisional Officer ofPHE Division Bijbehara 
till the expiry of the contract, besides the tenderer shall have to remain available during the contract period. 

11. Sincetheworkareofemergentnature,therefore,inordertoexecuteworkaretobecarriedoutduring execution period as mentioned.
12. ThePaymenttotheconcerned agencyshallbemadeasper availabilityoffunds.
13. Any item of work not included in the BOQ but required for the completion of the work, shall be executed by the contractor, 

as directed by the Department. Such extra item shall be paid on J&K SOR2022 rates with allotted appreciation/depreciation of the 
contractor. In case such item does not figure in J&K SOR 2022, the same shall be paid as per the current market rate analysis (LMR), 
to be approved by the competent authority. Workdoneclaimshastobesupported withpre,duringandpostphotographicevidence.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, J.S PHE Division Bijbehara
DIPK: 6391/25   |     Dated: 19-09-2025

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) DIVISION TANGMARG
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER (CIVIL WORKS)   | NIT No: 54/R&B of 2025-26   |   Dated: 19-09-2025

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved 
and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt.,  CPWD, Railways sand other State/Central Governments for the following works:-
S. No Name of Work Adv. Cost T.D Cost E/M Time Class Tender Call
1 Up-gradation / Landscaping   Compound Area near 62a 

Hut.
2.49 200/- 4980/- 20 days DEE 1st 

2 Renovation of Washrooms / Kitchen of CEO's Hut at Gulmarg. 2.48 200/- 4960/- 20 days DEE 1st
3 Re-construction of staff Quarter Kitchens. 2.45 200/- 4900/- 20 days DEE 1st

M.H of Account: 3452 Non-Plan		  Project Authority: Gulmarg Dev. Authority
Position Of AAA: Accorded 		  Position of T.S: Accorded 	
Position of funds: Assured	
1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities 

(B.O.Q),Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www 
jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below·-
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 18-09-2025
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 19-09-2025
3 Bid submission Start Date 19 -09-2025
4 Bid Submission End Date 29-09-2025 4:00 PM
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 30-09-2025 11:00 AM

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan (Dated between bid submission start 
date and bid submission end date) with NIT No. , Serial No. and name of work to be deposited in M.H. 0059 in  favour of Executive 
Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender inviting authority) 

3. All the bidders must upload  Earnest money /Bid security equal to 2% of advertised cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged 
to Executive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender receiving authority) (The Date of earnest money/Bid security  should be 
between the Bid Submission start date and Bid submission End date, otherwise bids shall be rejected).

4. The Successful bidder will have to provide performance security @ 5% of contract value in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged 
to Executive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender receiving authority) as per rule-171 (I) of GFR 2017. The earnest money/ Bid 
security @2% shall be released to the successful bidder only on receipt of Performance Security @ 5% of Contract value which 
shall be released after successful completion of DLP /maintenance period.

5. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders 
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same 
Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender receiving authority).

6. The earnest money/ Bid security in favour of unsuccessful bidder shall be released only after submission of original Treasury 
Challan. 

7. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 day s from the date of opening of Technical bids.
8. The earnest money shall be forfeited, lf:-
i.  Any bidder/ tenderer withdraw his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or make any modifications in the terms and 

conditions of the bid.
ii. Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit. 
iii. Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
iv. Failure of successfully bidder to submit the performance security within the time period (as per JKPWD Engineering Manual 

2020) i.e 21 Days from the issuance of latter of acceptance, after that the work will be put to fresh tenders without any notice to 
the contractor and the EMD will be forfeited.     

No: R&B / Divn./ Tang/ 4337-40    |    Dated: 19-09-2025
Sd/- Executive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg

DIPK: 6411/25     |      Dated: 19-09-2025

GOVERNMENTOF(U.T)JAMMU&KASHMIR

Office Of The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.
Ground Water Division Srinagar

Baghi-Ali-Mardan,NowsharaSrinagar.
E-mail:- hakeemmushtaq.75316@jk.gov.in    |    Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285

Extension Notice 2nd 
For Sr.No.16, 17, 18, 19,26,27,28 &30

Subject: 1. Construction of Bore Well Near Masjid Shareef Khanday Mohalla at Salia District  Anantnag (Block Khoveripora) 
Panchayat Salia-B.

2. Construction of Bore Well at Gund Shumhall District Anantnag (Block Khoveripora) Panchayat Shumhall.
3. Construction of Bore Well at Yall Bon Mohallah District Anantnag (Block Khoveripora)  Panchayat Shumhall.
4. Construction of Bore Well at Kasana Mohalla District Anantnag (Block Khoveripora) Panchayat Vailnagbal-A.
5. Construction of Bore Well with motor NHO Mushtaq Sheikh Kutbal Shelipora District Anantnag (Block Achabal) Panchayat 

Halqa Shelipora.
6. Construction of Bore Well with Motor near Masjid Shareef Ganiepora Shelipora District Anantnag (Block  Achabal) Panchayat 

Halqa Shelipora.
7. Construction of Bore Well with motor NHO Haji Gul Mohd Sheikh Herpora Shelipora District Anantnag (Block Achabal) Panchayat 

Halqa Shelipora.
8. Construction of Bore Well at Maqdampora NHO Mohd Hussain Ganie, Shabir Ahmad Wani, Ali Mohd Wani and Others District 

Anantnag (Block Achabal) Panchayat Halqa Akingam-A.
Reference: This office e-NIT No. 40-JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2025-26, issued vide endorsement No: JS-PHE/GWDS/25-26/

Camp./6037-48, dated: 30-08-2025. Bearing Tender ID No. 2025_PHE_286326_16, 17, 18, 19, 26, 27, 28 & 30.
Due to “NO Response” for the above mentioned works advertised vide e-NIT No. and Tender ID No’s under reference. Which 

was scheduled to be downloaded till             18-09-2025 Up-to 11:00 AM are extended as per the details given below: -
S.No. Item Fresh Date
1. Period of submission of bids 03-10-2025 Up-to  11:00 AM
2. Date of opening of tenders 04-10-2025   11.00 AM

NOTE:
All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the aforesaid e-NIT issued vide above referred endstt: nos.
No: -JS-PHE/GWDS/25-26/Camp./7199-7208    |    Dated: 18-09-2025
Sd/- Executive Engineer

Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt. Ground Water Division Srinagar
DIPK: 6399/25    |     Dated: 19-09-2025

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir

Office of the Executive Engineer Public 
Works (R&B) Division Awantipora

NO: T-1/EEA/4370-75   |    Dated: 16/09/2025

Extension Notice
Subject: UDDDC2526100008-(Construction of Chain Link Fencing of Graveyard from Cowshed of Manzoor Ahmad to House of 

Tariq Ahmad Sheikh at Iqbal Colony Ward No 3 at MC-Awantipora Phase-2nd.
Reference: This office e-NIT NO.44/EEA/RNB of 2025-26/3805-15 Dated28 -08-2025.
The critical dates for the above noted NIT are hereby extended as under:

1 Bid Submission End Date 24-09-2025 up to 4.00 P.M
2 Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online) 25-09-2025 at 12.00 P.M

All other terms & Conditions shall remain same as per above mentioned NIT.
Sd/- Executive Engineer R&B Division Awantipora.

DIPK: 6419/25    |     Dated: 19-09-2025

SOLIAH IDARATUL ALOOM SCHOOL 
(Under – YASEIN EDUCATIONAL SERVICES INDIA FOUNDATION) 

NARBAL, BUDGAM - JAMMU AND KASHMIR. PH: 9541330128, 9906760128. E-mail: yesnarbal@gmail.com 

UDISE: 01041600208 

 

 

 MANAGING COMMITTEE BODY OF SOLIAH IDARATUL ALOOM SCHOOL  
 
 

S.N Name Parentage Residence Qualification Designation Occupation Contact 
number Photo 

 
1 

BASHIR 
AHMAD 
SHEIKH 

GH 
MOHAMMAD 
SHEIKH 

SHEIKH 
MOHALLA, 
NARBAL 

 
 
MA 

 
Chairman 

 
Social 
worker 

 
 
9596164651 

 

 
2 

SYED 
SHAMIM 
AHMAD 

SYED GHULAM 
RASOOL 

SHEIKH 
MOHALLA, 
NARBAL 

 
Graduation 

 
Secretary Social 

worker 

 
9797839400 

 

 
3 

SHEIKH 
MARFU UL 
BASHIR 

BASIR AHMED 
SHEIKH 

SHEIKH 
MOHALLA, 
NARBAL 

 
Graduation Vice 

Chairman 

 
Business 

 
9596164651 

 
 

4 DANISH 
SIDIQ BHAT 

MOHAMMAD 
SIDIQ BHAT 

SHERI 
MOHALLA, 
NARBAL 

 
Graduation Join 

Secretary 

 
Business 

 
8082030774 

 
 

5 
MOHAMMA 
D FAROOQ 
SHEIKH 

GULAM 
RASOOL 
SHEIKH 

YARI GUND, 
NARBAL 

 
MA, B. Ed 

 
Advisor 

 
Principal 

 
9797980511 

 

 
6 

 
SYED AZRA 

 
SYED MOHI UD 
DIN BUKHARI 

 
GOTAPORA, 
ARATH 

 
MA, B. Ed 

 
Member 

 
Teacher 

 
6006515839 

 

 
7 

ZAHOOR 
AHMED 
BHAT 

ABDUL 
SALEEM BHAT 

SHERI 
MOHALLA, 
NARBAL 

 
10th 

 
Member 

 
Business 

 
7006502287 

 

 
8 

 
ULFAT JAN 

GHULAM 
MOHAMMAD 
BHAT 

GHAT, 
SOZETH, 
GORI PORA 
BEERWAH 

 
10th  

Member 
 

Business 
 

7006510245 

 

Yours fatefully 

My name has been wrongly written as MOHD HUSSAIN 
MANSOOR PANDITH in the qualification certificate/ documents 
while my correct name is  MOHAMMAD HUSSAIN MANSOOR 
S/O GHULAM MOHAMMAD PANDITH which needs to be corrected 
.If anybody having any objection in this regard he /she may 
file his/her objection in the office of concerned authorities 
within seven days from the publication of this notice after that 
no objection will be entertained.

Name....MOHAMMAD HUSSAIN MANSOOR 
S/O GHULAM MOHAMMAD PANDITH 
R/O ATHOORA, Distt....BARAMULLA

This is for information of general  public that the (Electric 
bill ) power connection is registered on my father's name GH 
AHMAD WANI  S/O AB AZIZ WANI  R/O TILAGAM   Now this 
Connection bearing Consumer ID NO 0213040000215 wantsto 
be registered on  name   HILAL AHMAD WANI S/O GH AHMAD 
WANI R/O TILAGAM   .If anybody have any objection in this 
regard He/She may file his/her objection in the concerned 
PDD office   within seven days from the date of publication 
ofthis notice after that no objection will be entertained

Name....HILAL AHMAD WANI
S/O GH AHMAD WANI  , R/O TILAGAM PATTAN

It is hereby notified that my Name dob and Address  
has been incorrectly mentioned on his Adhar card, 680097103158 
as Waseem Ahmad Shah S/O Ab Jabar Shah R/O Vodapora 
DOB 14/01/2002 while his correct Name Address DOB is 
Waseem Jabar Shah S/O Abdul Jabar Shah R/O Khuramabad 
Handwara DOB 05/04/2004 now I have applied for the 
correction. If anybody having any objection in this regard 
he/she may file his/her objection concerned authority /
UIDAI office  within a period of 07 days after that no objection 
will be accepted. 

Name: WASEEM JABAR SHAH DOB 05/04/2004
S/O ABDUL JABAR SHAH 

R/O: KHURAMABAD TEHSIL HANDWARA DIST KUPWARA

It is hereby notified that my  name has been incorrectly 
mentioned in my Aadhar regard Ayaz Ahmad Shiekh S/O Ab 
Ahad Shiekh while his correct name is Shiekh, Ayaz Ahmad 
S/O Shiekh Ab Ahad R/O Magam Handwara now we have 
applied for the correction. If anybody having any objection in 
this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the Nayabat 
Office Magam within a period of 07 days after that no objection 
will be accepted . 

Name: SHIEKH AYAZ AHMAD 
S/O : SHIEKH AB AHAD 

R/O: MAGAM/Tehsil/ Handwara
District/Kupwara

My daughters name has been wrongly written as FARHAT 
SHOWAT D/O SHOWAAT AHMAD MALIK in her date of Birth 
certificate while her correct name is FARHAT SHOWKET D/O 
SHOWKET AHMAD MALIK R/O WAGILLA which needs to be 
corrected .If anybody having any objection in this regard he/
she may file his /her objection in the office of TEHSILDAR 
Wagoora/BDO Wagoora Within seven days from the publication 
of this notice after that no objection will be entertained

Name...     SHOWKET AHMAD MALIK 
F/O FARHAT SHOWKET 

R/O WAGILLA , ZONE ...WAGOORA

Public Notice
It is hereby noticed  that my father's name has been 

incorrectly in my school records, as Mohammad Altaf Mir while 
his correct name is Altaf Ahmad, Mir , now i have applied for 
the correction. If anybody having any objection in this regard 
he/she may file his/her objection at The Jammu and Kashmir 
Board of School Education sub Office Baramulla Within a period 
of 07 days after that no objection will be accepted. 

Name: FARDEEN ALTAF MIR , S/O: ALTAF AHMAD MIR   
ROLL NO 307032038 SESSION  ANNUAL YEAR 2024 /25

R/O:  PAZWALPORA
 RAFIABAD POST OFFICE ZETHEN DIST BARAMULLA

Public NoticePublic Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION 

SUB OFFICE BARAMULLA
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It is hereby notified that my  name has been incorrectly 
mentioned in my Aadhar regard Ayaz Ahmad Shiekh S/O Ab 
Ahad Shiekh while his correct name is Shiekh, Ayaz Ahmad 
S/O Shiekh Ab Ahad R/O Magam Handwara now we have 
applied for the correction. If anybody having any objection in 
this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the Nayabat 
Office Magam within a period of 07 days after that no objection 
will be accepted . 

Name: SHIEKH AYAZ AHMAD 
S/O : SHIEKH AB AHAD 

R/O: MAGAM/Tehsil/ Handwara
District/Kupwara

Public Notice

It is hereby notified that my name has been incorrectly 
recorded in my L.C.R. certificate as “Zahara Shaikh.” The 
correct name “Shaikh Zahra,” daughter of Mohmmed Ali.

Any person having any objection to this correction may 
kindly approach the Office of the Tehsildar, Sankoo, within 
seven (7) days from the date of publication of this notice.

Shaikh Zahra  
D/o Mohmmed Ali

Public Notice
Office of the Tehsildar, Sankoo

I, Rifat, D/o Mohammad Ibrahim Joo Resident of Gund 
Khawaja Qasim  near Higher Secondary school Kanter Bug 
Baramulla 193401, do hereby state that I have changed my 
name from Rifat Ajaz to Rifat

In future I shall be known as Rifat.
if any body having any objection  in this regard he /she  

can approch  His/Her Objection with Concerned Department 
within the period of 7 days after that no no objection will be 
considered.

Name :-Rifat  D/O;- Mohammad Ibrahim Joo
R/O Bug Baramulla 193401

DISTT ....BARAMULLA

I Have lost my School Discharge Certificate of Class 8th 
Session 2004  some where at home .Now I Have applied for 
its Dublicate 

If any body having any objection  in this regard he /she  
can approch  His/Her Objection with Headmaster Govt High 
School Kanihama  within the period of 7 days after that no no 
objection will be considered

Name :-Nusrat Amin 
D/O;- Mohammad Amin Najar

R/O Chakpora  Kalan Check No 2  B K Pora  
Budgam

Cell No ....7780811914

This is an information for general public that in my Bank 
account No:0832040100002914, my name and address was 
mentioned as Rubeena Bano, D/O Mohd Muzuffar, R/O Arhama 
kangan Gandarbal. Now i want to apply for Change my name 
and Address as per my Aadhaar Card as Rubeena Akhter, W/O 
Riyaz Ahmad Kalas, R/O Aragam Bandipora, in this regard any 
person having any objection he/she may file the Objections 
in office of the Manager jammu and kashmir Bank branch office 
Garoora Bandipora with in a period of seven days from the 
date of the publication of this notice, after that no objection 
shall be accepted.

Rubeena Akhter.
W/O Riyaz Ahmad Kalas.

R/O Aragam Bandipora,   District Bandipora.

I Shabir Ahmad Alaie S/O Kh. Gulam  Mohd Alaie R/O 
Sozeith Goripora Tehsil.  Narbal District Budgam States that 
my Father's name has been recorded as Gh Mohd Alaie 
instead of Kh Gulam Mohd Alaie in my Character ROLL 
(Service Records) during my enrollment in J&K Police and 
want to rectify the same. If any body having any objection 
regarding the subject matter he may appear before Commandant 
IRP 9TH / IRP 13TH Bn. Within seven days positively and 
after stipulated period no objection shall be entertained. 
Shabir Ahmad Alaie

S/O Kh Gulam Mohd Alaie
R/O Sozeith Goripora District Budgam.

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public NoticePublic Notice

JKEDI organizes Startup Idea Challenge Boot Camps at Srinagar, 
Katra, Kathua and Banihal; innovative ideas shortlisted

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

JAMMU/SRINAGAR, SEP 19: 
The Jammu and Kashmir En-
trepreneurship Development 
Institute (JKEDI) continued its 
mission of fostering innovation 
and empowering youth through 
entrepreneurship by organiz-
ing J&K Startup Idea Challenge 
– Boot Camps at at the Govern-
ment Sri Pratap College, M.A 
Road, Srinagar, Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi University - Tech-
nology Business Incubator 
Centre (SMVDU-TBIC), Katra, 
Government Degree College 
for Women, Kathua and Govt. 
Degree College Banihal. The 
events, held under the J&K 
Startup Policy 2024–2027, wit-
nessed enthusiastic participa-
tion from students, aspiring 
entrepreneurs, and faculty 
members.

At Srinagar, the boot camp 
was help at the Government Sri 
Pratap College, M.A Road, Sri-
nagar. The camp was inaugu-
rated by Professor Bashir Ahmad, 
Principal of the College who 
underscored the need of organiz-
ing such initiatives more fre-
quently to build and nurture a 

vibrant startup ecosystem in the 
U.T of Jammu and Kashmir.

Twenty two participants 
presented their ideas before the 
jury comprising of faculty of the 
college, Lead Bank Manager from 
J&K Bank and officers/officials 
of JKEDI. Sh. Ahsan Qadir, District 
Nodal Officer(DNO), JKEDI Sri-
nagar deliberated on the details 
of the J&K Startup Policy 2024–
27 while Dr. Sameer Jan Baht, 
Incharge, CEER,JKEDI presented 
the keynote address.

At Katra, the boot camp 
under the J&K Startup Idea 
Challenge was held at Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi University - Tech-
nology Business Incubator   
Centre (SMVDU-TBIC), Katra 
to boost the startup ecosystem 
of the Union Territory in line 
with the J&K Startup Policy 
2024–27.

Chand Kishor Sharma, Joint 
Director, JKEDI, was the Chief 
Guest on the occasion. In his 
address, he highlighted the 
various interventions and work-
shops being implemented by 
JKEDI under the J&K Startup 
Policy 2024-27 and urged stu-
dents to think innovatively and 
work towards building sustain-

able entrepreneurial ventures 
while

Dr. Kumud Ranjan Jha, Vice-
Chairperson, TBIC, graced the 

event as Guest of Honor and 
encouraged the participants 
to nurture their ideas into im-
pactful startups. Dr. Sanjay 
Mohan, CEO, TBIC, was also 
present at the event who ap-
preciated the JKEDI’s role in 
building startup ecosystem. 
Smt Divya, Manager TBIC was 
also present at the event.

Abhilash Kumar Braroo, Dis-
trict Nodal Officer (DNO), JKEDI 
Reasi, delivered the keynote ad-
dress, outlining the agenda of 
the session and setting the tone 
for discussions on innovation, 
entrepreneurship, and oppor-
tunities available under the J&K 
Startup Policy 2024-27 while 
Zahid Ali Dar, Project Manager, 
JKEDI, spoke on the importance 
of the J&K Startup Idea Challenge 
workshop emphasizing the op-
portunities available for budding 
entrepreneurs.

The Bootcamp witnessed 
enthusiastic participation, with 
110 students attending the ses-
sion. A total of fourteen students 
pitched their ideas, out of which 
twelve were shortlisted for the 
next round of the Startup Idea 
Challenge.

At Kathua, the Boot Camp, 

held at Government Degree Col-
lege for Women, Kathua was 
graced by Chand Kishor Sharma, 
Joint Director, as the Chief Guest 
in presence of Dr. Savi Behl, Prin-
cipal, Govt. Degree College for 
Women, Kathua.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of entrepreneurship in 
youth empowerment. Dheeraj 
Handoo, District Nodal Officer 
(DNO) JKEDI Kathua, presented 
details of the J&K Startup Policy 
2024–27, and guided students 
on startup idea pitching. A mo-
tivational address was delivered 
by Arun Singh, Founder & CEO 
of Techez Workstation and Soft-
solutions Private Limited. A 
total of 04 participants pitched 
their ideas before a distinguished 
jury comprising JKEDI officials,  
and faculty members of the col-
lege, out of which eleven ideas 
were shortlisted for the next 
stages.

At Banihal, the boot camp 
was help at Govt. Degree College 
Banihal. The event was inaugu-
rated by Dr. Mohammad Shafiq 
Katoch, Principal of the college, 
who emphasized the importance 
of nurturing a vibrant start-up 
ecosystem in J&K. Experts from 

JKEDI and JK Bank, actively 
guided participants. A highlight 
was the pitching session, where 
eight  innovative business ideas 
were presented, reflecting cre-
ativity and problem-solving zeal 
across technology and sustain-
able models.

Tasneef Rasool Parray, District 
Nodal Officer(DNO),JKEDI, Ram-
ban engaged the students on the 
pretext of the incentives of the 
J&K Startup Policy 2024-27 while  
Mohsin Abrar (In charge Recov-
ery and Repayment, JKEDI) laid 
the outline of the stages of J&K 
Startup Idea Challenge.

These boot camps served 
as vibrant platforms for idea 
exchange, motivation, and en-
trepreneurial learning. The 
dignitaries and jury members 
across districts lauded JKEDI’s 
sustained efforts to nurture 
entrepreneurship and innova-
tion at the grassroots level. By 
providing mentorship, exposure, 
and support, JKEDI is reinforc-
ing its mission to strengthen 
the startup ecosystem and 
empower the youth of Jammu 
and Kashmir to become job 
creators rather than job seek-
ers.

DC Doda reviews progress 
of District Capex works

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

DODA, SEP 19: District Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Harvinder Singh today chaired a compre-
hensive review meeting in the DC Office to assess the 
progress under the District Capex Budget 2025-26.

The meeting brought together key officers and sec-
toral heads to evaluate physical and financial achieve-
ments, identify bottlenecks, and ensure the timely 
execution of developmental projects across the district.

The meeting focused on a comprehensive review 
of the progress made under District Capex 2025-26, 
including assessment of the number of works sanc-
tioned, tendered, allotted and taken up for execution 
across different sectors and grant-wise divisions.

The meeting also deliberated on the financial 
status of ongoing projects and the current status of 
works uploaded on the E-compendium. Further, the 
discussions covered the closure of works on the BEAMS 
portal for PV validation, constituency-wise details 
of works executed under the Constituency Develop-
ment Fund (CDF) and other relevant issues.

Senior officials, including the Additional District 
Development Commissioner Roshan Lal; ACD Din 
Mohd Afaqi; CPO Manesh Kumar Manhas; Superin-
tending Engineers from PWD, JPDCL and Hydraulic 
Circle, as well as sectoral officers from Agriculture, 
Education, Youth Services & Sports, Medical and 
Forest Departments, participated in the review. Ex-
ecutive Engineers of REW and the Ground Water 
Division joined the meeting through virtual mode, 
Block Development Officers, representatives of 
JAKEDA and other line departments were also pres-
ent with updated data on works accorded, tendered, 
allotted and executed.

The CPO presented a detailed overview of prog-
ress under the District Capex Budget 2025-26 through 
a PowerPoint presentation.

The meeting reviewed the number of works sanc-
tioned, tendered, allotted, and taken up for execution. 
Detailed discussions were held on the financial status 
of ongoing projects, non-feasible works with justifica-
tions, uploading of works on the E-compendium, closure 
of projects on BEAMS for the PV portal and constitu-
ency-wise status of works under CDF. The DDC empha-
sized transparency, timely tendering and strict qual-
ity monitoring to ensure effective utilization of re-
sources and faster delivery of public assets.

The DDC issued directions to departments lagging 
behind schedule to adhere to strict deadlines, pri-
oritize people-centric and community-demanded 
works and ensure third-party monitoring for qual-
ity assurance.

The review included detailed assessment of de-
partments such as RDD, Health, Power Development 
Department, School Education, PWD (R&B), Jal Shak-
ti, PHE Division, Irrigation & Flood Control and CDF 
grants. A block-wise review of CDF works was con-
ducted with respective BDOs, along with an exami-
nation of physical and financial progress reports 
regarding the Capex 2025-26 budget. The DDC di-
rected all concerned stakeholders not to compromise 
on quality while executing developmental works 
and to complete all pending projects within stipu-
lated timelines.

Arrangements Reviewed for Navratra, Dussehra and Ram Navami Festivals at Reasi
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

REASI, SEP 19: Deputy Com-
missioner Reasi, Nidhi Malik, 
today chaired a meeting of dis-
trict officers, representatives of 
civil society, and members of 
the Durga Natak Mandli, Reasi, 
to review and finalise arrange-
ments for the smooth celebra-
tion of the upcoming Navratra, 
Dussehra and Ram Navami fes-
tivals in the district.

The Durga Natak Mandli 
apprised the DC about their 
scheduled programmes, which 
include the staging of the tra-
ditional Ram Leela, the 
Dussehra Festival, and the 
Parikrama Yatra of Mata Vaish-
no Devi Parvat, events that 
draw a large number of devo-
tees and spectators every year.

Detailed deliberations were 
held on arrangements related to 
sanitation, security, power and 
water supply, streetlight repairs, 
medical support, fire safety and 

crowd management. DC Nidhi 
Malik directed the BDOs and EO, 
Municipal Council to ensure 
proper cleanliness drives both in 
the town and surrounding rural 
areas, with special focus on tem-
ple complexes and congregation 
points.

The Chief Medical Officer was 
instructed to station adequate 
medical staff, along with an am-
bulance, at the General Zorawar 
Singh Sports Stadium on Dusseh-
ra day to deal with any emergen-
cies. The Fire Services Depart-
ment was directed to position a 
fire tender at the venue as a pre-
cautionary measure.

The PDD Department was 
asked to ensure uninterrupted 
electricity supply during Ram 
Leela shows and Dussehra fes-
tivities, while the PHE Depart-
ment was directed to provide 
safe drinking water through 
tankers at congregation points. 
The Executive Engineer, Jal 
Shakti, was tasked with making 

barricading and safety arrange-
ments at the Ram Leela Ground 
to facilitate smooth crowd 
movement.

Underscoring the signifi-
cance of social messaging dur-
ing cultural celebrations, DC 
Reasi urged the Durga Natak 
Mandli to incorporate aware-
ness about the “Nasha Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan” in their Ram 
Leela performances and 
Dussehra day events, to sensi-
tise the public against the men-
ace of drug abuse.

She further stressed the need 
for inter-departmental coordina-
tion and active public coopera-
tion to ensure that the festivities 
are celebrated in a safe, disci-
plined, and joyous manner.

The meeting was attended by 
SSP Reasi Paramvir Singh, ADC 
Rakesh Kumar, CMO, XEN PWD, 
and representatives of the Durga 
Natak Mandli, besides other se-
nior officers of the district ad-
ministration.

GCOE Jammu hosts campus 
placement drive

HT News Desk / DIPR
JAMMU, SEP 19: IQAC and Placement Cell of Government College of Education 

Jammu organized a successful campus placement drive, reinforcing the institution’s 
commitment to student career development. The event was held on the college campus 
and witnessed active participation from final-year students across various disciplines.

Maruti Suzuki India Ltd., one of the country’s leading automobile manufacturers, 
conducted interviews and selection rounds for various technical and management roles. 
The drive offered students an invaluable opportunity to interact with industry profes-
sionals and explore job opportunities with a reputed organization.

The College Principal Dr. Jyoti Parihar applauded the dedicated efforts of the Place-
ment Cell and emphasized the critical role such drives play in shaping students' futures. 
“Campus placements bridge the gap between academic learning and professional careers. 
It is heartening to see top companies like Maruti Suzuki recognizing the potential of 
our students,” she remarked. On the occasion Prof Satish Sharma, Senior Professor said 
that placements are a vital part of any academic institution, particularly in government 
colleges, as they provide students with direct pathways to industry roles. Prof Rajinder 
Kour, Coordinator B.Ed. and M.Ed. Courses also motivated the students to remain open 
to the new prospects offered by Multi National Companies.

The placement drive was successfully coordinated by the team of faculty organizers, 
Prof. Shalini Rana, Prof. Balwan Singh, Prof. Suraj Prakash and Prof. Ambica Sharma.  
The student hosts like Rudardev Singh, V. Surjalakshmi and Sourav also played a key 
role in the management of the program.

The recruiting team from Maruti Suzuki was led by SukeshKoul, Group HR & Strat-
egy Growth, accompanied by Aman Koul, Group Head, Call Centre and Ms Komal Kachroo, 
HR executive.  

It is hereby informed that my name has been incorrectly 
recorded in my L.C.R. bearing No. 8309 as “Zahra Shaikh.”

The correct name is “Shaikh Zahra Mohammed Ali,” daughter 
of Mohammed Ali.

Any person having any objection to this correction may 
raise the objection within seven (7) days from the date of 
publication of this notice.

Shaikh Zahra Mohammed Ali
D/o Mohammed Ali

R/o Thila Khandi.

Public Notice

Relief Commissioner inspects 
Transit Migrant Accommodation at  

Nutnussa and Kulangam
�� HT News Desk

KUPWARA, SEP 19: The Relief commissioner,Arvind 
Karwani, today visited Nutnussa and Kulangam area of 
Handwara sub district to take review of the ongoing 
construction work of Transit Migrant Accommodation.

During the visit, Relief Commissioner enquired from 
the concerned engineers about the status of the construc-
tion work and got detailed feedback regarding the prog-

ress of the projects.
On the occasion, the Relief Commissioner impressed 

upon the concerned officers to ensure completion of the 
projects within the stipulated time frame. He was accom-
panied by Additional Deputy Commissioner Handwara 
Javed Naseem Masoodi, Tehsildar Handwara, Zeeshan 
Khan, Executive Engineer R&B, Farooq Ahmad Shah, and 
other concerned officers.
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India ignores EU criticism of its
participation in Zapad exercise with Russia

�� United News of India

NEW DELHI, SEP 19: Amid 
the EU’s criticism of India’s par-
ticipation in the Zapad exercise 
with Russia, the MEA said today 
that several other countries, 
including NATO members such 
as the US, Turkiye and Hungary 
have also participated in the 
exercises as observers.

The Ministry of External 
Affairs spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said at a briefing today: 
“As regards the objectives and 
details of our participation in the 
ZAPAD exercise in Russia, I would 
refer you Ministry of Defence 

press release dated 09 September 
2025. I would also like to point 
out that several other countries, 
including NATO members, such 
as US, Turkiye and Hungary, are 
also participating in the exercise 
as observers.”

On September 17, EU Foreign 
Policy chief Kaja Kallas said that 
Brussels is using a "carrot and 
stick" approach with India and 
expects New Delhi to make 
certain choices that align with 
the EU's vision of a rules-based 
international order.

Kallas expressed particular 
concern over India's participa-
tion in the Zapad 2025 joint 

military drills with Russia and 
Belarus, which took place near 

NATO borders from September 
10 to 16.

She said that she had raised 
these issues directly with Exter-

nal Affairs Minister, S. Jaishan-
kar.

Kallas had remarked about 
India's participation in the 
military exercise and its pur-
chase of Russian oil as being a 
hurdle in the India-European 
union Free Trade Agreement.

India sent a 65-member con-
tingent, including personnel 
from the Army, Air Force, and 
Navy, to participate in the Zapad 
2025 exercise in Russia.

Meanwhile, Russian foreign 
ministry spokesperson Maria 
Zakharova said Moscow values 
India’s decision to join the exer-
cises and rejected criticism from 

the EU and NATO allies.
Zakharova pointedly asked 

when will the West "finally 
understand the futility and 
indeed, the absurdity of trying 
to dictate terms to sovereign 
states.”

“The solid foundation of the 
Russian–Indian 'specially priv-
ileged strategic partnership' 
rests on mutual respect, equal-
ity, consideration of each other’s 
interests, and very important-
ly our shared aspiration to pro-
mote a unifying, non-confron-
tational agenda on the 
international stage,” RT quoted 
her as saying. UNI

Delhi Police bust inter-state module of radicalised 
people who incited youth through WhatsApp groups

�� United News of India

NEW DELHI, SEP 19: Delhi 
Police Special Cell has busted an 
interstate module of radicalized 
individuals who were allegedly 
attempting to wage war against 
India by spreading through What-
sApp groups radical ideology and 
inciting youths to carry out jihad, 
targeted killings and violence 
against other communities.

Some arrested individuals, 
accused of plotting anti-India 
activities on the instructions of 
a Pakistan-based handler, were 
promoting videos of Islamic 
preachers through WhatsApp 
groups to incite youths in India, 
sources in the Special Cell of the 
Delhi Police told UNI.

The sources confirmed that 
Ashhar Danish and Kamran 
Qureshi were active on a What-
sApp group where videos of 
extremist preachers were being 
shared to radicalize young people.

During interrogation, police 
learned that Ashhar Danish had 
hidden potassium nitrate for 
making bullets in Ranchi. He had 
also experimented with chemi-
cals to create a highly explosive 
substance, which he later 
destroyed. Police have now recov-
ered one kilogram of potassium 
nitrate at his behest.

The Special Cell arrested Aaf-
tab Nasir Qureshi (25), a resident 
of Kalyan (Mumbai); Sufiyan 
Abubakar Khan (20), a resident 
of Thane (Maharashtra); and 
Mohd. Huzaif Yaman alias Sule-
man alias Gouz (20), a resident of 
Nizamabad (Telangana), along 
with others. According to the 
Special Cell, all were part of an 
interstate module of radicalized 
individuals allegedly attempting 
to wage war against India by 
spreading radical ideology.

The first arrest in the case was 
made after the Special Cell 
received a tip-off that one or more 

members of suspected radical-
ized social media groups, led by 
Ranchi resident Ashhar Danish, 
were attempting to buy weapons 
from Mewati gangs. Upon inves-
tigating this information, the 

police learned that members of 
this module were active in sev-
eral states.

The police identified that Aaf-
tab Nasir Qureshi and Sufiyan 
Abubakar Khan were in Delhi. 

They were apprehended in front 
of 'Waste of Wonder Theme Park' 
near Sarai Kale Khan bus stand. 
Weapons, cartridges and two cell 
phones were recovered from 
them.

On September 10, the Special 
Cell conducted simultaneous raids 
in Ranchi, Bengaluru, Nizamabad, 
and Rajgarh, Madhya Pradesh. Ash-
har Danish was arrested in Ranchi. 
He was reportedly receiving 
instructions from a Pakistan-based 
handler. Subsequently, the Special 
Cell arrested Kamran Qureshi from 
Rajgarh, MP. A highly placed 
source said Kamran and Danish 
met on a WhatsApp group where 
members shared videos of clerics 
to radicalize youths and promote 
extremist ideology.

Meanwhile, the Special Cell 
also arrested Mohammed Huzaif 
Yaman from Nizamabad, Telan-
gana, on September 10. He was 
making weapons on the instruc-
tions of Ashhar Danish. UNI

ED intensifies probe
into Andhra Pradesh liquor 
scam, seizes incriminating 

evidence
�� United News of India

NEW DELHI, SEP 19: The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) announced on Friday that its Hyderabad 
Zonal Office recently conducted search operations 
at twenty locations across Hyderabad, Bengaluru, 
Chennai, Thanjavur, Surat, Raipur, Delhi NCR, and 
Andhra Pradesh. These searches are part of an ongo-
ing money laundering case (PMLA) related to the 
Andhra Pradesh liquor scam.

The operations targeted the premises of entities 
and individuals alleged to have facilitated kickback 
payments through bogus and inflated transactions. 
The searches resulted in the recovery and seizure 
of incriminating material that provides evidence of 
these fake transactions, which were used to gener-
ate and move Proceeds of Crime (POC).

Items seized included bogus invoices and trans-
port challans containing details of non-existent 
vehicles, parallel invoices showing differential and 
inflated prices, and chat messages evidencing the 
involvement of certain accused individuals who are 
absconding and believed to be in Dubai.

The chats also detailed the transfer of POC to 
them. Unaccounted cash amounting to Rs. 38 lakh 
was seized from one location, along with ledgers 
indicating the remittance of POC worth several 
crores abroad.

The ED initiated its investigation based on an FIR 
registered by the Andhra Pradesh CID under various 
sections of the IPC, concerning an estimated loss to 
the government exchequer of Rs. 4,000 crore. On 
February 5, 2025, the A.P. Government constituted 
a Special Investigation Team (SIT) to investigate the 
case.

The FIR alleged that under the ‘new liquor policy’ 
in effect from October 2019 to March 2024, the 
accused engaged in ‘brand killing and new brand 
promotion.’ This involved sidelining popular liquor 
brands (such as McDowell’s, Royal Stag, and Impe-
rial Blue) that refused to pay kickbacks, while pro-
moting new or spurious brands in exchange for 
substantial payments from distilleries and suppliers. 
The shift from an automated procurement system 
to a manual one created opportunities for manipu-
lation in the Orders for Supply (OFS).

The SIT has filed a chargesheet and supplemen-
tary chargesheets alleging:

The replacement of the automated system with 
manual approvals to manipulate brand-wise indent-
ing and supply volumes.

Favoring a select group of distilleries and market-
ing firms.

Coercing suppliers into paying 15–20% of their 
invoice value as kickbacks, under threat of having 
their brands suppressed or delisted.

Creating shell distilleries to channel funds and 
secure inflated OFS volumes.

Appointing key officials who facilitated brand 
approvals, manipulated eligibility norms, and sup-
pressed dissenting suppliers.

The chargesheets further allege that 
kickbacks,generated through procurement manip-
ulation and fake vendor payments via shell compa-
nies, were used for election purposes, personal 
benefit, and transferring funds abroad.

The ED's investigation revealed that certain 
accused persons deliberately discouraged orders 
for established brands, withheld legitimate pay-
ments from distilleries, and pressured distilleries 
to make illicit payments in exchange for OFS. A 
money trail investigation uncovered that portions 
of payments from the Andhra Pradesh State Bev-
erages Corporation Limited (APSBCL) to suppliers 
were funneled to various entities under the guise 
of supplying goods or services. These transactions 
were found to be bogus, with the recipients being 
either non-existent shell entities or unrelated 
persons. In cases where entities were legitimate, 
the transactions were inflated. Funds were also 
transferred by suppliers to jewellers to acquire 
gold or cash, which was then handed over to the 
accused as kickbacks. Thus, bogus and inflated 
transactions were used to siphon off funds under 
the cover of business, facilitating the generation 
and movement of illicit kickbacks.

Further investigation is ongoing. UNI

Japan's credit rating agency praises GST reforms, defies 
50pc U.S. Tariffs and Trump’s ‘Dead Economy’ Jibe
�� United News of India

NEW DELHI, SEP 19: Japan’s Rat-
ing and Investment Information Inc. 
(R&I) today applauded India’s eco-
nomic strength even as the country 
is currently facing a steep trade bar-
rier of 50pc tariff imposed by the US.

The R&I raised India’s long-term 
sovereign credit rating to ‘BBB Posi-
tive’ from ‘BBB’ with a ‘Stable’ eco-
nomic outlook.

The upgrade comes weeks after 
the United States imposed 50 percent 
tariff on Indian goods and amid claims 
by some U.S. commentators that India 
is a “dead economy.”

Earlier this year, in August, Donald 
Trump had called India “Dead Econ-
omy,” expressing disappointment 
with India over buying cheap oil from 
Russia. Moreover, RBI Governor San-
jay Malhotra, countering the jibe by 
the US President said " Indian econ-
omy is doing very well and contribut-
ing more to global growth than US."

R&I said the U.S. move could have 
unsettled a smaller or export-depen-
dent economy, but India’s growth is 
powered largely by domestic demand 
and therefore insulated from the full 
impact.

Real GDP expanded 6.5 percent in 
FY2024, and the economy surged 7.8 
percent year-on-year in the April–June 
2025 quarter, convincing analysts that 
the headline tariff risk will have only 
a “limited effect” on the outlook.

'Real GDP' is the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) adjusted for inflation, 

providing a more accurate measure 
of economy's actual production and 
growth over time.

The agency also appraised decision 
to simplify the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) as a key reform underpin-
ning the upgrade. Beginning this 
month, the government will intro-
duce a two-tier GST structure with 
lower rates, a change designed to 
boost private consumption.

Earlier in September, the 56th GST 
Council put key reforms on the table 
related to simplified tax structure, 
sector-wise GST rate cuts wherein 
majority of goods and services will 
attract tax of 5pc and 18pc, and 
administrative and compliance 
reforms.

Strong public finances and a stable 
external position added weight to the 
move. The central government’s fis-
cal deficit narrowed to 4.8 percent of 
GDP in FY2024, with a target of 4.4 
percent for FY2025. Combined cen-

tral-state debt has fallen to around 
80 percent of GDP, most of it held 
domestically, while the current-
account deficit remains modest and 
foreign-exchange reserves are ample.

R&I credited the Modi administra-
tion’s policies to attract foreign man-
ufacturers, expand infrastructure, 
and reduce reliance on energy 
imports, noting that these steps, 
together with India’s young popula-
tion and rising incomes, should keep 
growth in the mid-6 percent range 
for years to come.

Welcoming the upgrade, the 
Finance Ministry said it reflected 
“global confidence in India’s reform 
agenda and the resilience of its domes-
tic economy, even amid heightened 
U.S. tariffs.” The decision follows ear-
lier upgrades by S&P and Morningstar 
DBRS, reinforcing the view that India 
is emerging as one of the world’s most 
robust large economies despite a 
turbulent trade environment. UNI

France-Israel Rift Over 
Palestine Recognition

�� United News of India

PARIS/JERUSALEM, SEP 19: France is bracing for a 
diplomatic and political fallout with Israel after President 
Emmanuel Macron's decision to formally recognise 
Palestinian statehood at the United Nations General 
Assembly on Monday — a move that has placed Paris at 
the forefront of a deeply divisive issue and drawn warn-
ings of severe retaliation from Jerusalem.

According to European officials and individuals famil-
iar with the Israeli government's internal discussions, 
Israel is preparing a range of countermeasures, reports 
Politico.

Options reportedly under consideration include accel-
erating settlement expansion and annexations in the 
West Bank, shutting down France's historic consulate in 
Jerusalem, and encroaching on French-owned religious 
sites, such as the Sanctuary of the Eleona on the Mount 
of Olives.

Israeli police entered the monastery complex last year, 
sparking a sharp diplomatic dispute with Paris.

Deputy Foreign Minister Sharren Haskel has previ-
ously cautioned that closing the French outpost — which 
predates the state of Israel's establishment in 1948 — "was 
on the table of the prime minister."

French officials have commented that the key question 
is not whether Israel will retaliate, but rather how force-
fully it will enact said retaliation, as PM Netanyahu's 
government has made its intentions clear over the two-
state solution, and declared its refusal to succumb to 
international pressure on Palestinian statehood.

"Israel won't stop at anything in terms of retaliation," 
said Karim Amellal, a former French diplomat. Another 
European envoy warned relations between Paris and 
Jerusalem were set to "deteriorate enormously," citing 
Macron's central role in the recognition campaign.

The French leader stunned allies and adversaries alike 
when he declared over the summer that France would 
become the most prominent Western democracy to 
recognise Palestinian statehood. UNI

3 dead after Australian telecommunications failure disrupts emergency calls
�� United News of India

SYDNEY, SEP 19: Australia's 
second-largest telecommunica-
tions company has apologised 
after three customers died 
during a network outage that 
impacted hundreds of calls to 
emergency services on 
Thursday.

Optus, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Singaporean 
conglomerate Singtel, on 
Friday confirmed that a 
network update on Thursday 
resulted in the failure of calls 
to Australia's national emer-
gency telephone number, 
Triple Zero.

Optus Chief Executive 

Officer Stephen Rue said at a 
press conference in Sydney that 
approximately 600 customers 
in the states of Western 
Australia (WA), South Australia 
(SA), and the Northern Territory 
(NT) were affected.

"During the process of 
conducting welfare checks, 
three of the Triple Zero calls 

involved households where a 
person tragically passed away," 
Rue said.

Two of the deaths were in SA 
and one was in WA.

He said that the technical 
failure has been rectified and 
that Optus would cooperate 
fully and transparently with all 
relevant government agencies 

and regulatory bodies.
Optus was in November 

2024 ordered to pay more than 
12 million Australian dollars 
(about 7.93 million U.S. dollars) 
in penalties for a similar nation-
al outage in November 2023, 
during which 2,145 customers 
were unable to call Triple Zero. 
UNI
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IRP 10th Battalion organises 
sports events at Mattan under 

Civic Action Programme
�� HT Sports Desk / DIPR

ANANTNAG, SEP 19: As part of 
the ongoing Civic Action Pro-
gramme (CAP), IRP 10th Battalion 
organised Kho-Kho Tournament  
at Govt. High School Kheribal Mat-
tan here.

A total of eight teams compris-
ing boys category and girls catego-
ry from 07 schools namely GHS 
Kheribal, GHS Seer, HS Akad, HS 
Gopalpora, HS Salia, HSS Seer, and 
HS Fohar of Zone Mattan Anantnag 
participated in the tournament.

In the boys’ category, Govt. High 
School Gopalpora emerged winner 
and was awarded  cash prize of 
₹5,000 along with a trophy, while 
as runner-up team was awarded 
with cash prize of  ₹3,000 and a 
trophy. Similarly, in the girls’ cate-
gory, Govt. High School Kheribal 
secured the first position and won 
cash prize of ₹5,000 and trophy, 
while the runner up team Govt. High 
School Akad was awarded cash prize 
of ₹3,000 and a trophy.

In addition, medals and participa-
tion certificate were distributed to 
all participants.

Addressing the students on the 
occasion, Commandant IRP 10th 
Battalion, Rajinder Katoch high-
lighted that the event is part of the 
ongoing efforts of J&K Police to 
strengthen the Police-public rela-

tions. He  urged the youth to refrain 
from drug abuse, harmful practices, 
and focus on education and building 
their bright future.

Yesterday, the IRP 10th Battalion 
in collaboration with DYSSO Anant-
nag also held Final of Volley Ball 
Tournament under Civic Action 
Programme of J&K Police at Sports 
Ground Tik Bagh Mattan here.

Total eight teams had participated 
in the tournament namely GHSS Mat-
tan, GHSS Wanpoh, GHSS Dethu, GHSS 
Chittergul, GHSS Y.K. Pora, GHSS 
Vesssu, GHSS Dialgam and GHSS Brak-
pora of district Anantnag.

The Final Match was played 
between GHSS Wanpoh and GHSS 
Mattan at Sports Ground Tik Bagh 
in which GHSS Wanpoh secured 
victory with an impressive 3:1 win.

DDC Chairman Anantnag, Choud-
hary Mohd Yousuf  was chief guest 
on the occasion. Commandant IRP-
10th Bn, Rajinder Katoch;  Dy. CO 
IRP-10th Bn, Fahad Tak; DYCO IRP-
10th Bn, Imtiyaz Ahmad; ZPEO Mat-
tan, SHO Mattan, president Auqaf 
Committees Mattan/Akoura and 
other respectable members of the 
society also witnessed the  tourna-
ment.

The winning team was awarded 
with cash prize of Rs. 15000 while 
as runner up team was awarded Rs. 
7000, besides trophies were pre-
sented to both teams.

Sports kits, uniform kits, track 
suits, t shirts, appreciation certifi-
cates, participation certificates and 
medals were also distributed among   
players of all participating teams

The sports events are being held 
with an aim  to encourage students 
to actively participate in sports, 
promote healthy lifestyles, and stay 
away from drugs and other anti-
social activities.

Kupwara to Host Frontier 
Cricket Tournament

�� HT News Desk

KUPWARA, SEP 19: In order to 
promote sporting culture and provid-
ing suitable platform for young sports-
men frontier premier cricket league is 
being organised in district kupwara in 
the month of October 2025.

Deputy Commissioner Kupwara 
Shri Shrikant Suse chaired a meeting 
to finalize preparations for the upcom-
ing Frontier Cricket Tournament.

Tournament is being organised with 

collaborative efforts of district admin-
istration, JK police and Indian army.

Detailed discussions held on tourna-
ment logistics, teams participation, 
publicity strategy , and venue manage-
ment to ensure a smooth event. Tourna-
ment is based on message of “Nashamukt 
Kupwara” and  with objective of creating 
vibrancy in zero border villages.

The DC expressed confidence that 
the tournament will boost youth 
engagement in sports and strengthen 
community spirit in the district. 

SSP Kulgam Inaugurates Inter-District 
Kho-Kho Tournament for Girls at 

Govt. Boys HSS, Kulgam
�� Farooq Rather

KULGAM, SEP 19: In a meaning-
ful stride towards promoting gender 
inclusivity in sports and empowering 
young girls through physical activity, 
Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) 
Kulgam, Shri Sahil Sarangal (IPS), 
inaugurated the Inter-District Pro-
vincial Level (IDPL) Kho-Kho Tourna-
ment 2025 for under-14 and under-17 
girls at Government Boys Higher 
Secondary School, Kulgam.

The event has been organized by 
the District Youth Services and Sports 
Department, Kulgam, as part of its 
ongoing efforts to channel the ener-
gy of youth towards constructive and 
disciplined pursuits. The tournament 
aims to nurture team spirit, resilience, 
and healthy competition among 
young athletes.

This year’s championship has 
attracted 10 teams from across the 
Kashmir division, involving over 250 
girl athletes, who will participate in 
multiple rounds over the next few 
days. The impressive turnout high-
lights the increasing interest of girls 
in competitive sports and showcases 
the department’s commitment to 
creating equal sporting opportunities 
for all.Addressing the gathering, SSP 
Kulgam Shri Sahil Sarangal empha-
sized the transformative power of 
sports in shaping personalities, boost-

ing self-confidence, and promoting 
physical and mental well-being. He 
reaffirmed the administration’s 
dedication to enhancing sports infra-
structure, identifying talent at the 
grassroots level, and ensuring that 
girls receive every opportunity to 
excel. “Such tournaments not only 
enhance physical fitness but also 
impart critical life values such as 
leadership, teamwork, discipline, and 
perseverance—qualities that are 
essential for success both on and off 
the field,” SSP Kulgam said.

The inaugural ceremony was 
attended by senior officials from the 
District Youth Services & Sports 
Department, Kulgam Police, and 
other dignitaries. Notably, DySP DAR 
Kulgam Shri Mohd Ayub Rather was 
present, who along with others, com-
mended the efforts of the young 
participants and the organizers for 
conducting the event in a spirited and 
disciplined manner.

The ceremony concluded with an 
oath-taking session wherein all par-
ticipating athletes pledged to uphold 
the true spirit of sportsmanship, fair 
play, and unity.

The tournament is expected to 
not only discover new talent but also 
serve as a catalyst in encouraging 
greater female participation in sports, 
thus contributing to a more empow-
ered and health-conscious society.


















