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Maiden Freight Train Comes to The
Rescue of Apple Trade in Kashmir

LG Manoj Sinha Flags Off First Ever Parcel Train From Budgam to Adarsh Nagar in Delhi

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: Lieutenant Governor Shri
Manoj Sinha flagged off the first dedicated Par-
cel Train from Budgam to Adarsh Nagar, New
Delhi. The Lieutenant Governor expressed grat-
itude to Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modifor ushering anew eraoftrade and business

for apple growers and traders of the Valley.

“It will significantly reduce transit time and
increase income opportunities for thousands of
farmers and boost the agricultural economy of

the region,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also congratulated

the Indian Railways for dedicated freight
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Stranded fruit-laden

PM, LG for new Parcel Train
B HT News Desk

Credtivity: LG Sinha

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: Lieutenant Gove

' ® to be cleared on priority: LG
Fruit growers’ delegation thanks

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: A delegation of Kashmir Valley Fruit

Youth Must Be Agents of
® Change With Energy, Discipline,

vehicles
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PM Hails Forces
for ‘Operation Sindoor’,
Unveils Vision 2047

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: Prime Minister Narendra Modion
Monday praised the Armed Forces for the success of
Operation Sindoor and urged the Ministry of Defence to
accelerate steps towards greater self-reliance, innovation,
and preparedness to tackle future security challenges.

The Prime Minister was addressing the 16th Combined
Commanders’ Conference (CCC) at Vijay Durg, the his-

e

ATLA

toricEastern Command headquarters of the Army at Fort
William. The three-day conference brings together India’s
top military leadership to deliberate on security chal-
lenges, operational readiness, and long-term reforms.
Reviewing reforms undertaken over the last twoyears,

Modi laid emphasis on building upon the progress
@ Turn on Page 2

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullahon Monday expressed strong resent-
ment over the continued halting of apple-
laden trucks on the Srinagar-Jammu Nation-
al Highway, saying the Union Government
should hand over the vital road link to the
Jammu and Kashmir administrationifitcan-
not maintain it.

Speakingtoreporters, Omarsaid the high-
way fallsunder the jurisdiction of the central
government but remains blocked for days,
crippling the Valley’s economy. “If they can-
not maintain it, they should hand it over to
us. [ will deploy a team of engineers who are
currently available here,” he said.

The Chief Minister noted that despite
repeated assurances, the authorities had
failed to make the road fully functional.
“Enough is enough. We have been patient
because they kept assuring us daily that
restoration work would be done, but it did
not happen,” he remarked.

Omar said he would take up the matter
directly with Union Minister for Road Trans-
port and Highways, Nitin Gadkari. “I will

@ Turnon Page 2

CM Omar Asks Centre To
Hand Over NH To J&K

CM Omar Attends
58th Engineers’ Day in
Srinagar, Pays Tribute
o Visvesvaraya

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullahtoday attended the 58th
Engineers’ Day celebrations at Institu-
tionof Engineers (India), J&K State Cen-
tre (IEI JKSC), Srinagar, where he paid
glowing tributes to Bharat Ratna Sir M.
Visvesvarayaand underscored the vital

role of engineers in nation-building.
@ Tumn on Page 2

CM Omar Stresses
Equal Opportunities in
Govt Schools

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah today said that it is the
responsibility of his government to
ensure that students studying in gov-
ernment schools have access to the
same facilities and opportunities as
those in private institutions.

“I would like to see even more par-
ticipation from government schoolsin

such events. Ultimately, it is our
@ Turnon Page 2

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: Minister for Health
and Medical Education, Social Welfare and
Education, Sakeena Itoo inaugurated four
days ‘Oral Health Awareness Programme
- Bright Smiles, Happy Lives’ at Government
Dental College (GDC) here today.

The event, organised by department of
Public Health Dentistry of GDC Srinagar,
aims to raise awareness about the impor-
tance of oral hygiene, preventive dental
care and the overall impact of oral health
on general well-being of an individual.

Speaking during inauguration ceremo-
ny of the event, the Health Minister high-
lighted that oral health is often an over-

Yet Over

looked aspect of healthcare, yet it plays a
critical role in preventing systemic dis-
easeslike diabetes, cardiovascularailments
and respiratory infections. “Oral health is

Oral Health Key to Preventing Diseases,
looked: Sakeena Itoo

not just about a bright smile, it is integral
tothe overall health of every citizen,” Min-
ister Sakeena stated.

The Health Minister added thatinrecent
years oral hygiene practices and dental
check-ups have emerged as an essential
routine for people, especially the young
generation. She urged the public to adopt
regular oral hygiene practices and make
dental check-ups an essential part of their
healthcare routine.

The Minister further said that the pres-
ent Omar Abdullah led government is
giving major thrust for development of
medical infrastructure across the length

and breadth of Jammu and Kashmir.
@ Turn on Page 2

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, SEP 15: Deputy Chief Minister
of J&K Surinder Choudhary today addressed
the 58th Engineers Day celebrations at
Institution of Engineers (India), Jammu
Local Centre here.

Commissioner, Jammu Municipal Cor-
poration Dr.Devansh Yadav; Er. Anil Verma,
FIE; Chairman, Er. Avneet Gupta, MIE;
Honorary Secretary of IEl, Jammu Local
Centre and large numbers of engineers
fromvarious departments and other orga-
nizations were also present on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, the Deputy
CM paid rich tributes and honoured the
legacy of BharatRatna, Sir M. Visvesvaraya,
the visionary engineer whose birth anni-
versary marks this day. He called upon the
engineers to imbibe the exceptional qual-
ities of Sir M. Visvesvaraya in their day-to-

Give your best to steer our nation ahead in
growth & development: Deputy CM

day works and design solutions that are
innovative, sustainable and technology
driven so as to provide a better future for
generations to come.
Highlighting the qualities of Sir M. Vis-
vesvaraya like austerity, integrity;,
@ Turnon Page 2

MLA’s Detention Aftermath

Edu institutions reopen in Doda

m  HT News Network

DODA/JAMMU, SEPT 15: Almost all educational institutions
reopened on Monday after three weeks’ closure in Jammu and

JAMMU, SEP 15: In view of frequent

CS Reviews Restoration of NH-44

Unhindered Transport of Essentials, Apples via Rail & Roads Directed

m  HT News Desk

sioner,Udhampur/Doda; and represen-
tatives from the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI).

Kashmir’s Doda district, which was rocked by protests following
the detention of sitting AAP MLA Mehraj Malik under PSA on
September 8, officials said.

Authorities have also restored the broadband internet ser-
vices and lifted prohibitory orders under section 163 of Bharati-
ya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) in most parts of the district,
besides releasing 70 of the 81 detained persons amid animproved
law and order situation, the officials said.

“There are no restrictions in place in the district except the
areas which emerged as the epicentre of the protests (against
Malik’s detention)last week. We have reports that there are some

elements who want to disturb the peaceful atmosphere and
@ Turnon Page 2
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disruptions on the Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway (NH-44) due to
inclement weather, Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo, today convened a high-
level meeting to review restoration
measures,assess supply chain manage-
ment,and ensure seamless movement
of essential commodities across Jammu
and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by Prin-
cipal Secretary, Home; Principal Sec-
retary, Public Works Department
(PWD); Commissioner Secretary, Food,

Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs
(FCS&CA); Divisional Commissioner,
Jammu/Kashmir; IG, Traffic; Director,
FCS&CA Kashmir; Deputy Commis-

The ChiefSecretary sought adetailed
appraisal from the Divisional Commis-
sioner, Jammu regarding the present
status of NH-44. He wasinformed about
the partial restoration of traffic on a
single-lane stretch that had been
severely damaged by flash floods, as
wellasdiversion of vehicular movement
through Mughal Road.

The Chief Secretary also took note
of the number of vehicles crossing

daily and emphasized the need to
@ Turnon Page 2

Div Com Assures
Evacuation of Fruit-
Laden Trucks via NH,
Mughal Road

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: Divisional Com-
missioner (DivCom) Kashmir, Anshul
Garg, on Monday assured that the
administrationis taking all necessary
measures to facilitate the evacuation
of stranded fruit-laden trucks through
both the National Highway and the
Mughal Road.

Healso stated thatall valley-bound
vehicles carrying essential commod-
ities, including petrol, diesel, and LPG
are being facilitated through an SoP
to address the requirements of the
general public.

DivCom made these remarks while
chairing a high-level meeting with
representatives from various trade
bodies and fruit growers' associations.

The meeting was convened to
address the challenges faced by the
horticulture industry due to the pro-
longed closure of the National High-
way.

Ontheoccasion, he said restoration
work on the National Highway is pro-
gressing at full pace and that the status
will be shared with stakeholders.

During the meeting, traders and
growers highlighted the severe losses
being incurred as harvested apples
remain stranded in orchards and
vehicles.

They urged the administration to
take swift action to minimize the
damage to the region’s vital horticul-

ture industry.
@ Tum on Page 2
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CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

New Frel%ht .....

train service between Budgam to New
Delhi.

“The new freight train service is a big
step for the apple growers of the Union
Territory to transport their produce to
different parts of the country. This will
provide a faster and more economical
transportation mode, strengthen market
linkages and bring improvement in the
lives and livelihoods of farmers,” the
Lieutenant Governor said.

He said the disruption of movement at
national highways, due to topography
and heavy rains, causes damage to fruit
growers. The freight train service start-
ing from today will transport apples and
other perishable goods every day, he said.

The Parcel train Service (Joint Parcel
Product-Rapid Cargo Service) will be
operational on all days and is suitable for
all parcel commodities. The eight-Parcel-
van coach train has the total weight
capacity of around 180 tonnes (23 tonnes
each coach). The booking for full parcel
vans is available in online mode, while
smaller consignments can also be booked
through off-line mode. The Freight train
departing from Budgam at 6:15 a.m., will
makes a stop at Bari Brahmana Jammu
from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., and will
arrive at Adarsh Nagar, New Delhi at 5:30
a.m., next day.

Shri Javid Ahmad Dar, Minister for
Agriculture Production, Rural Develop-
ment & Panchayati Raj, Cooperative and
Election Departments; Shri Vivek Kumar,
Divisional Railway Manager, Jammu; Dr
Manoj Singh, Additional Member Railway
Board (Marketing & Business Develop-
ment); Shri Anshul Garg, Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir; Shri VK Birdi,
IGP Kashmir; Shri Vivek Gupta, IGP
Railways; Dr. Bilal Mohiuddin Bhat,
Deputy Commissioner, Budgam; Dr GV
Sundeep Chakravarthy, SSP Srinagar; Shri
Uchit Singhal, senior Divisional Commer-
cial Manager and other senior officials of
Railways, Civil and Police administration
were present.

Stranded fruit.....

Growers Cum Dealers Union led by its
Chairman Bashir Ahmad Basheer called
on Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on
Monday.

The members of the delegation
expressed their gratitude to the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha for the new Parcel
Train from Budgam to Adarsh Nagar, New
Delhi.

They also put forth various welfare
issues of fruit growers and traders from
the valley including smooth movement of
fruit-laden trucks on National High-
way-44 and 10-tyre trucks on Mughal
Road.

The Lieutenant Governor assured the
delegation that appropriate action will be
taken to address the issues of fruit
growers and traders. He said that men
and machinery have been deployed for
complete restoration of the National
Highway, and the stranded fruit-laden
vehicles will be cleared on priority. He
further assured that railway freight
terminals will be established to facilitate
the fruit growers and traders from
different parts of the valley.

Dr Mandeep K. Bhandari, Principal
Secretary to Lieutenant Governor was
also present during the meeting.

Youth Must Be......

Sinha today attended the closing
ceremony of Jashn-e-Dal, a Water Sports
event organized by Jammu Kashmir
Police, at Dal Lake, Srinagar.

In his address, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor congratulated the Jammu Kashmir
Police for playing a significant role in
nation-building, upholding rule of law,
ensuring public safety and order and
fighting terrorism.

“Jammu Kashmir Police’s proactive
engagement with communities and
empowerment of youth is laudable. It has
been working with integrity and dedica-
tion to protect the nation's internal
security,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

He also commended the J&K Police for
organising the annual sporting tourna-
ment at iconic Dal lake with the main
objective of youth engagement and to
foster unity, harmony and camaraderie
among athletes.

“Jammu and Kashmir Police is serving
as a guardian for the youth of Jammu
Kashmir. It is committed to provide
opportunities, resources, support, and
mentorship to the youth, fostering a
sense of civic responsibility and inclusive
development. Events like Jashn-e-Dal,
Pedal for Peace, and various marathons,
football, and cricket tournaments are
more than just sports activities. Each
tournament is a symbol of a new and
positive chapter for our youth,” the
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor, in his
address, called upon the athletes to
inspire young people to pursue their
goals and stay away from drug menace.

®© 00 ©

“Sports is a unifying force. I want our
youth to act as powerful agents of change
by leveraging their energy, discipline,
perseverance and creativity,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor encouraged
the youth to take an active role in
community development, nation-build-
ing, and addressing climate change.

He said the public participation in
preserving lakes, rivers, and natural
resources has shown positive results over
the past few years. This change is a
reminder to the young generation that
ponds, rivers, lakes are integral part of
our life and necessary for our existence,
the Lieutenant Governor further said.

The Lieutenant Governor also called
upon the youth to lead the community
service campaign during the 'Sewa Parv'
starting from September 17th, 2025.

He emphasized that the young volun-
teers, along with J&K Police, should be
ready for community initiatives like
cleanliness campaign, tree plantation
program, and helping the weaker sec-
tions of the society.

At the closing ceremony, the Lieuten-
ant Governor took the ceremonial salute
at an impressive pedal pass and also
felicitated the winners of Jashn-e-Dal.

The three-day event witnessed the
participation of around 750 athletes in
different water sports disciplines.

DGP, Shri Nalin Prabhat; Shri S.J.M.
Gillani, Special DG Coordination PHQ;
ADGP Armed, Shri Anand Jain; senior
officials of Police and Civil Administra-
tion; members of various water sports
associations and sports clubs; prominent
sports personalities, and youth in large
number attended the closing ceremony.

PM Hails Forces......

made and charting the roadmap for
the next phase. He also unveiled the
Indian Armed Forces Vision 2047, a
strategic blueprint designed to shape the
future trajectory of the Armed Forces as
India approaches its centenary of inde-
pendence.

According to an official statement, the
Prime Minister was given a detailed
briefing on the operational readiness of
the forces in the backdrop of the “new
normal” created by Operation Sindoor,
and on evolving warfare shaped by
emerging technologies and modern
tactics.

“The Prime Minister complimented
the Armed Forces for the success of
Operation Sindoor,” the statement said.

Operation Sindoor was launched in
May this year following the deadly terror
attack in Pahalgam, which claimed 26
lives. The operation marked a major
counter-terror initiative and reinforced
the coordinated response capabilities of
the security forces.

The high-level conference is being
attended by Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval, Chief of Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan, Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh, along with senior com-
manders of the Army, Navy, and Air
Force.(KINS)

CM Omar.....

speak with Gadkari Ji today and
request that the highway be handed over
to us and restored for truck movement,”
he said.

Highlighting the plight of fruit grow-
ers who are bearing the brunt of the
blockade, Omar said railway services
must also be enhanced. “Running just one
train is not sufficient. We are thankful for
the train service that has started, but it
should be operated on a regular basis so
that fruit growers have the option to
transport apples either by train or by
road,” he added.

The closure of the Srinagar-Jammu
highway during peak harvest season has
left thousands of trucks stranded,
causing huge losses to the horticulture
sector, which is the backbone of Kash-
mir’s economy. (KNT)

CM Omar Attends......

Highlighting the importance of
innovation and ethical responsibility, the
Chief Minister said that engineers form
the backbone of development and
implementation. “Whether the govern-
ment is successful or not, engineers play
a very important role in this. We may
come up with new ideas in meetings and
sessions, but without you, they cannot be
translated on the ground,” he said.

Assuring the engineering community
of the government’s commitment to
address their concerns, Omar Abdullah
said, “I want to assure you all that my
colleagues and I are working very
seriously on this. We are determined to
find a sustainable solution for your
long-pending issues, not just a one-time
measure. You should continue contribut-
ing towards making J&K a developed
state, while we will shoulder the respon-
sibility of resolving your service matters.”

On the occasion, the Chief Minister
unveiled policy briefs and the newsletter

of IEI JKSC.

Advisor to the CM, Nasir Aslam Wani,
MLA Lal Chowk Sheikh Ahsan Ahmad
(Pardesi), Chairman IEI JKSC Er. Iftikhar
Ahmad Hakim and Honorary Secretary
IEI JKSC Dr.Jahangeer Ali also addressed
the gathering and highlighted the
contributions of engineers in shaping
society and infrastructure.

The event witnessed enthusiastic
participation from engineers, technocrats
and other professionals.

CM Omar Stresses.....

responsibility to ensure that govern-
ment school students have access to the
same facilities and opportunities as those
in private schools. They must be prepared
to compete not only with children across
India, but with children across the
world,” the Chief Minister said while
addressing the concluding day of Tech-
know-2025 organised by Delhi Public
School (DPS) Srinagar.

The two-day event witnessed enthusi-
astic participation from several schools
across the Kashmir Valley, along with
teachers and faculty members. He
applauded the students’ creativity,
including their Humanoid Robot, and
emphasized the Government’s commit-
ment to modern learning, knowhow of Al,
and innovation-driven education.

Chairman DPS Srinagar Vijay Dhar,
Principal Shafaq Afshan, Vice Principal
DPS Srinagar, students and staff were also
present on the occasion.

Reflecting on the rapid pace of techno-
logical change, the Chief Minister said
that education has evolved remarkably
since his own school days. Citing the
example of Albania appointing an
Artificial Intelligence (Al) being as a
minister, he noted how Al is reshaping
the world.

“This shows us the pace at which
technology is moving. Already, jobs that
were once taken up by young graduates
in areas such as business process out-
sourcing and data management are
increasingly being handed over to Al
systems. Even software development is
now being carried out by Al tools. With
the latest version of ChatGPT, even
someone with no knowledge of coding
can generate code. That is how transfor-
mative this technology has become,”
Omar Abdullah observed.

He emphasized that education must
adapt to this changing environment.
While acknowledging that some schools
have advanced rapidly, he stressed that
others continue to lag behind and need
urgent attention.

“l am heartened to see that DPS
Srinagar is not only helping its own
students but also supporting initiatives
like Techknow-25, where even govern-
ment school students have participated,”
he added.

Sharing a word of advice with the
students, the Chief Minister said: “Always
keep asking questions. It is curiosity that
drives progress, and it is questions that
create the answers of tomorrow.”

On the occasion, Omar Abdullah
felicitated the schools that participated
in Techknow-2025. Earlier, he took a
round of the DPS Srinagar premises
where he visited the computer labs, Atal
Tinkering Lab, Innovation Hub, Junior
School, and Learning Resource Centre,
among other sections of the institution.

Oral Health.....

She added that dialysis facilities have
been established at all SDHs, besides MRI,
CT scan and other advanced medical
facilities have been established in various
GMCs and hospitals to provide best and
quality medical care services to people.

Minister Sakeena, in her address, also
called upon the administration of GDC
Srinagar to carry awareness regarding
Oral Health and Hygiene in rural and
far-flung areas by organising camps, so
that the people in these areas are made
aware about dental health care and
wellbeing associated with it.

Commending the medical fraternity
for significant improvements in health-
care system, the Minister said that being
a doctor is not only about wearing white
apron and stethoscope around neck, but
remaining committed to the welfare of
common masses with the motto of ‘Equal
Treatment for All".

In her welcome address, Principal of
GDC Srinagar, Dr. Sandeep Kour Bali
highlighted that the programme is
designed to reach out not only to stu-
dents and healthcare professionals but
also to the general public. She added that
the goal of this programme is to bridge
the knowledge gap regarding oral
diseases, their prevention and treatment
options.

The Principal also gave a brief about
the services being provided at the Dental
college and other achievements.

On the sidelines of the event, Minister
Sakeena also flagged off Dental Aware-
ness Rally, aimed to hold interactive
sessions, live demonstrations of correct

brushing techniques, awareness
workshops, and distribution of
informative literature on oral
hygiene best practices to the general
public.

Later, the Health Minister also
inaugurated Mutli Disciplinary
Research Unit (MDRU) at the Central
Library of the GDC Srinagar.

Give your best.....

competence and discipline, the
Deputy CM also insisted the young
and serving engineers to work with
dedication, zeal and enthusiasm and
don’t feel shy to take guidance from
the senior engineers. He also
requested the IEI to conduct more
and more training programme for
budding engineers.

The Deputy CM further main-
tained that decade ahead must be
technology driven with sustainable
contributions of Engineers & Tech-
nologists. He exhorted on them to
give their best to steer our nation
ahead in growth and development.

Dr. Devansh Yadav in his address
highlighted the contributions of Sir
M. Visvesvarya. He informed that Sir
Visvesvaraya was not just an engi-
neer but a nation builder.

He added that Sir Visvesvarya
pioneered various projects laying the
groundwork for India’s industrial
might. He called upon the engineers
to learn the ideals of honesty and
integrity from him so as to overcome
the day-to-day challenges by blend-
ing technology and innovation so as
to provide a sustainable future.

Earlier, during the welcome
address on the theme “Deep Tech
and Engineering Excellence: Driving
India’s Techade,” Er. Anil Verma said
that today India stands at the
threshold of becoming a global
technology leader and this theme
resonates stronger than ever.

On the occasion, the Deputy CM
honoured Former Chairman, IE
(India), Jammu Local Centre, Er. B. B.
Sharma with IEI Award (Posthu-
mously) for his outstanding services
rendered to the engineering. Former
Honorary Secretary, IEI Jammu Local
Centre, Er. Mohinder Singh was also
honoured with “D K Gupta Memorial
Engineer of the Year award for his
meritorious services rendered
throughout his professional career
till date.

Moreover, R. L. Sharma Memorial
gold medal was given to Er. Ranjeev
Sawhney for presenting the best
technical paper, Rudra Bhagwati
silver medal to Er. P K Nanda for
presenting 2nd Best Technical Paper
and Bronze Medal to Er Anil Kumar
for presenting 3rd Best Technical
Paper during the year 2024-25.

The Deputy CM also released first
issue of 23rd Volume of quarterly
newsletter ‘[EI Jammu News’ of
Jammu Centre. A book titled “Mus-
ings Unabated” authored by Er. L. K.
Mengi, Former Managing Director,
J&K Housing Board was also released
on the occasion.

Div Com Assures......

They raised various issues includ-
ing immediate evacuation of strand-
ed trucks, implementation of
one-way traffic on alternate days on
the National Highway and Mughal
Road, formation of a committee to
assess losses suffered by growers and
traders, reduction in transportation
costs and exemption of GST on
perishable goods, railway connectiv-
ity between fruit mandis and
markets across the country and
resolution of issues faced by traders
at Azadpur Mandi Delhi.

Additional Member (Marketing &
Business Development), Railway
Board, Dr. Manoj Singh (IRTS) briefed
the stakeholders on the features of the
New Parcel service and sought their
active collaboration in making the best
use of the same for transportation of
fruit from valley to Delhi.

While welcoming the initiation of
Parcel train services, the stakehold-
ers reiterated the need for stronger
logistical linkages and policy support
to safeguard the horticulture sector.

The meeting was attended by IGP
Traffic Kashmir, Director FCS&CA,
Deputy Commissioners of Srinagar
and Budgam, Director Industries &
Commerce, SSP Traffic Rural, and
senior officials from Horticulture,
BRO, NHIDCL, and representatives
from various trade and fruit growers’
associations.

Edu institutions......

are thus continuing with the
restrictions (in Kahara and Chilli-
Pingal areas) as a precautionary
measure,” Doda Senior Superinten-
dent of Police Sandeep Mehta told

reporters in Doda.

However, Mehta warned stern
action against social media users
uploading provocative videos or
sharing fake news with mischievous
intent to disturb the peaceful
atmosphere in the district.

“AAP has formed its legal team to
challenge the PSA detention of Malik
so let the law take its own course...
The social media users, particularly
youth, are advised to stay away from
any conspiracy (to disturb peace) or
get exploited by mischievous
elements,” he said.

“In cases of encountering mislead-
ing or inflammatory posts, the public
is advised to report them to local
police stations or utilise official
helplines,” the officer said and
emphasised that disseminating
unverified or incendiary content is a
serious offence, with potential legal
repercussions under applicable laws.

Asked about the death of a
two-year-old girl after she was
caught in a traffic jam while being
shifted to a hospital on September 9,
the SSP said a committee headed by
a senior officer is investigating the
case.

Malik, who is also president of
AAP’s J&K unit, was detained for
allegedly disturbing public order in
the district. His detention led to
violent protests, resulting in clamp-
down of various restrictions, includ-
ing mobile internet and broadband
services.

While the schools in most parts of
Jammu region opened on September
8 after suspension of work for almost
two weeks owing to record rainfall,
flash floods and landslides between
August 26 and September 6, the
educational institutions could not be
opened in Doda due to protests.
(Agencies)

CS Reviews.....

expedite restoration works so that
traffic flows smoothly on both lanes
in the shortest possible timeframe.
He directed that the restoration
process be closely monitored at the
divisional and district levels, with
daily reports to be submitted on both
traffic movement and progress of
repair works.

Acknowledging the critical
importance of NH-44 as the lifeline
of J&K, the Chief Secretary stressed
the need to prioritize movement of
trucks carrying essential commodi-
ties. He instructed that fruit-laden
trucks from the Valley, vehicles
carrying perishable food items from
Jammu, and petroleum and LPG
tankers be given precedence to
prevent any shortage of supplies.

Taking stock of the availability of
fuel and foodgrains in the valley, the
Chief Secretary was assured by the
Commissioner Secretary, FCS&CA
that the stock position was comfort-
able and sufficient. It was further
informed that additional supplies of
petroleum products and essential
foodgrains have started reaching the
valley since the partial reopening of
the highway.

The Chief Secretary also reviewed
the arrangements for transportation
of apple produce through parcel
trains from the Valley to markets
outside J&K. He instructed the
Divisional Commissioner, Kashmir to
ensure that produce from all apple-
growing areas is ferried smoothly
through this rail link.

He further directed that fruit
growers and traders be provided full
assistance so that they can transport
their produce without any hin-
drance, thereby safeguarding their
economic interests during this
harvesting season.

Reiterating the urgency of fully
restoring NH-44, the Chief Secretary
impressed upon the NHAI to mobi-
lize all available resources and
ensure completion of repair and
restoration works within the short-
est possible time. He emphasized
that meticulous use of every working
hour was essential, given the high-
way'’s critical role as the primary
connectivity corridor linking
Kashmir with the rest of the country.

The Chief Secretary also called
upon the concerned Deputy Commis-
sioners to personally oversee
restoration activities in their respec-
tive jurisdictions and maintain
constant communication with traffic
authorities and divisional adminis-
trations to ensure coordinated
efforts on the ground.

While acknowledging the role of
alternate routes such as Mughal Road
in mitigating disruptions, Dulloo
underscored that the complete and
swift restoration of NH-44 remains
our foremost priority.
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Committee on Petitions calls for stringent action
against food adulteration, spurious drug sale in J&K

Stresses revival of slaughternouses, strengthening of checkpoints, strict monitoring of food supply

m HT News Desk/ DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: The
Committee on Petitions today
held a meeting to deliberate
upona petitionon “Widespread
Adulteration of Essential Food
Commoditiesincluding Mutton,
Fish, Chicken, Milk, Wheat,and
other Processed Food Items
within the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir.”

The meeting was chaired by
Chairman, Pirzada Farooq
Ahmad Shah, and attended by
members including Mushtaq
Guroo, Salman Sagar, Mian
Mehar Ali,and Thakur Randhir
Singh.

Also present were the Com-

missioner, Food and Drugs
Authority, J&K; Commissioner,
Srinagar Municipal Corpora-
tion; Director, Food, Civil Sup-
plies and Consumer Affairs,
Kashmir; Director, Animal
Husbandry, Kashmir; Com-
missioner, Excise and Taxation,
J&K; Controller, Legal Metrol-
ogy,J&K; and Food Safety Offi-
cers.

Attheoutset, the Chairman
called for rigorous market
checking drives across Jammu
and Kashmirand strict monitor-
ingofthe sale and supply of food
items to the region.

The committee deliberated
on measures to curb the sup-
ply of substandard mutton,

fish, and chicken. The Chair-
man instructed that all laid-
down guidelines be imple-
mentedinletter and spirit,and
stringent action be taken
against those involved in the
sale of rotten meat or adulter-
ated products.

He furtherdirected the con-
cerned authorities toensure the
revival and proper functioning
of slaughterhouses across J&K,
strengthen checkpoints at
Lakhanpur, Udhampur, and
other strategic locations, and
monitor the entry of adulter-
ated food items and spurious
drugs into J&K.

“Supply of rotten meat and
other food itemsto J&Kisasen-

sitive and serious issue which
must be investigated with
utmost urgency so that strict
action is taken against the
offenders,” the Chairman
emphasized.

Members of the Committee
expressed concernover theris-
ing number of cases of food-
borneillnessesin]J&Kand urged
for aggressive market inspec-
tions, regular sample collection,
and testing to ensure the sale
of safe food products acrossthe
region.

Stressing the importance of
strict enforcement, the Com-
mitteealsodirected that penal-
ties be imposed on violators to
deter future violations.

Computer Educator
from Budgam Receives
Prestigious Rising
Star Award

m Ubaid Mehdi

BUDGAM, SEP 15: Bilal Ahmad Dar, a computer
teacher at the Imperial Institute of Information
Technology, Budgam, has been conferred with the
Rising Star Award 2025 by the All India Council for
Professional Excellence (AICPE).

The award ceremony, held in Nagpur, Maharash-
tra, recognized Dar’s outstanding contribution to
computer education and hisrole in shaping the next
generation of technology professionals.

The Rising Star Award honors educators who
demonstrate excellence, innovation, and dedication
in their fields. Dar has been widely appreciated for
promoting digital literacy and fostering a strong

.
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learning culture at his institute.

Expressing gratitude, Dar said, “This award is not
justapersonal achievementbutarecognition ofthe
supportof my institution, students,and colleagues.
I am motivated to continue contributing to com-
puter education and empowering young minds with
knowledge and skills.”

The Imperial Institute of Information Technol-
ogy congratulated Dar on the recognition and reaf-
firmedits commitment to advancing quality educa-
tion and innovation in the region.

LoP Sunil Sharma meets Union Home Minister Amit Shah
Discusses Current political and security scenario in J&K

m  HT News Desk

NEW DELHI, SEP 15: Leader
of the Opposition in the Jammu
& Kashmir Legislative Assembly,
SunilSharma, today met Hon’ble
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
in New Delhi and held a detailed
discussion on the prevailing
political and security scenarioin
Jammu & Kashmir. He also
apprised the Home Minister of
the destruction caused by the
recent floods and submitted a
comprehensive ground assess-
ment report.

During the meeting, Sharma
highlighted the evolving political
and security dynamics in the
Union Territory. He underlined
the need to maintain peace and
stability through effective gov-
ernance, strengthening demo-
cratic institutions, and ensuring
people’s participation in the
developmental process. He also

flagged concernsrelated tointer-
nal security, emphasizing the
importance of coordinated efforts
to counter emerging challenges
and safeguard theinterests of the
people.

Sunil Sharma briefed the
Home Minister about his exten-

sivevisits to flood-affected areas
and interactions with the local
population. He reported large-
scalelosses, including damage to
roads, schools, healthcare facili-
ties,homes,and crops,along with
the displacement of several fam-
ilies. Many remote areas, he

noted, remain cut offdue todam-
aged connectivity and broken
communication lines.

Sunil Sharma stressed the
urgent need for a coordinated
relief and rehabilitation pro-
gramme, coupled withlong-term
measures such as climate-resil-

ient infrastructure, stronger
disaster response mechanisms,
and the setting up of early warn-
ing systems.He alsoapprised the
Home Minister of the reliefefforts
undertakenby BJP cadresin flood-
hit regions.

Hon’ble Home Minister Amit
Shah assured his full support to
the people of Jammu & Kashmir,
reiteratingthe Union Government’s
commitment to strengthening
security, promoting political stabil-
ity, and enhancing disaster pre-
paredness in the region.

Sunil Sharma expressed his
gratitude to Amit Shah for his
visionary guidance and unwaver-
ing support. He reaffirmed the
need for close collaboration
betweenthe Centre and the Union
Territory administration to
ensure peace, stability,and prog-
ress in Jammu & Kashmir, along
with timely relief for flood-affect-
ed communities.

J&K Apple Farmers Federation Urges Restoration
of National Highway, Seeks Compensation for Losses

m Farooq Rather

KULGAM, SEP 15: The Jammu &
Kashmir Apple Farmers Federation,
District Kulgam, on Monday held a
press conference to raise alarm over
the growing crisis faced by the apple
industryinthe Valley due to the con-
tinued disruption of the Srinagar-
Jammu National Highway.

Addressing the media, Zahoor
Ahmad Rather, UT President of the
Federation, expressed deep concern
over the prolonged closure of the
highway for heavy vehicles, including
apple-laden trucks. “The non-resto-
ration of the highway has caused
massive losses to apple growers,” he
said, adding that fruit mandis across
the region remain closed, further
worsening the situation for farmers.

The Federation urged the govern-
ment and the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) to take
immediate steps torestore the high-
way and facilitate the smooth pas-
sage of trucks carrying perishable
produce. Italsodemanded compen-
sation for the losses suffered by

J&K APPLE Farizs
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farmers and a waiver of Kisan Cred-
it Card (KCC) loans for the affected
growers.

Expressing frustration, Zahoor
Ahmad remarked, “If the NHAI is not
capable of restoring a one-kilometre
stretch of road even after 16 days,
thenwhatis the purpose of the NHAI?
They shouldn’teven have theright to
collect toll tax from apple-laden
trucks.”

Looking toward long-term solu-
tions, the Federation called for the

establishment of cold storage facilities
inevery district. “If such disruptions
occur again in the future, growers
must have the ability to store their
produce safely and protect their live-
lihoods,” the Federation said.

The ongoing crisis has put the
livelihoods of thousands of apple
growers at risk at the peak of the
harvesting season,and the Federation
warned that further delays could lead
toirreversible damage totheregion’s
horticulture economy.

HF J&K ORGANIZED A CEREMONY IN HONOR OF DANISH
MANZOOR AND KASHMIR KALA MANCH ARTISTS

B Gulfam Barji

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: A
felicitation ceremony was
organized at Bait-ul-Meeras,
Aali Kadal Srinagar, by the Help
Foundation J&K in honour of
Danish Manzoor, Bronze
Medalist from Jammu and
Kashmir, who has brought

®© 00 ©

laurels to the country by from 21st to 25th August,
winning medals at both where he secured a Bronze
national and international Medal for India.

levels in Taekwondo. The Chief Guest on the

Danish represented India in
the 13th Edition of the Elite Cup
International Taekwondo
Championship, organized by
the Jordanian Taekwondo
Federation in Amman, Jordan,

occasion was Mrs. Nighat Shafi
Pandit, Chairperson HELP
Foundation J&K.

On this occasion, Kashmir
Kala Manch artists Hakeem
Javeed, Majeed Wani, Jahangir

Farash, and Nazir Harbool extra
were also felicitated by Help
Foundation for successfully
conducting continuous
fortnightly evening theatre
programs for the past three
years and for their outstanding
performances.

The event witnessed
enthusiastic participation of

school children, young artists,
and dignitaries.

Help Foundation J&K
continues to remain at the
forefront in supporting talented
children and youth, particularly
those deprived of opportunities
and resources due to poverty
and difficult economic condi-
tions.

Budgam Restaurants Caught
Selling Rotten Meat; Authorities
Launch Strict Action

m  Ubaid Mehdi Kashmiri

BUDGAM, SEP 15: In a bid to curb the sale and
transportation of unsafe food items, the Budgam
District Administration has set up special Flying
Squads comprising officials from multiple depart-
ments, including Police. Simultaneously, Budgam
Police has established a naka at the district’s main
entry point to strictly monitor the movement of
such items.

During a joint market inspection on September
14, the Flying Squad seized rotten meat from two
different locations in the district.

Following the seizure, Police registered FIR No.
255/2025 at Police Station Budgam against Wazwaan
Point Restaurant and FIR No. 143/2025 at Police
Station Magam against Big Boss Restaurant, Magam,
for selling rotten and unhygienic wazwaan items

prepared from unsafe meat.

Legal proceedings have been initiated under
Sections 271, 272, and 275 of the Bhartiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023.

Budgam Police, in a stern warning, said such
violations pose agrave risk to public health and will
notbe tolerated. Authorities added thatinspections
and strict monitoring will continue across the district,
and any individual or establishment found selling
rotten, substandard, or unhygienic food will face
stringent legal action.
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Div Com Kashmir reviews preparations
for ‘Sewa Parv’ celebrations

Stresses convergence of activities for fangible impact

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: Division-
al Commissioner (Div Com)Kash-
mir, Anshul Garg, today chaired
a high-level meeting to review
preparations for the upcoming
celebration of ‘Sewa Parv’ across
the Kashmir division.

The meeting aimed to ensure
coordinated efforts by district

administrations and line depart-
ments for impactful execution of
activities.

The meeting was attended by
all Deputy Commissioners besides
heads and representatives from
departments including Rural
Sanitation, Urban Local Bodies,
Social Welfare, Education, Health,

Horticulture, Agriculture, AACL,
Information, Skill Development,
Police, and Forest.

Addressing the meeting, Div
Comunderscored the importance
of a focused and result-oriented
approachto achieve tangible out-
comes during the ‘Sewa Parv’
period. He called for convergence
and synchronization of depart-
mental activities, programs, and
awareness campaigns for effec-
tiveness, as per the directions of
Hon’ble LG.

Toensure effective monitoring,
he directed each district to nom-
inate a Nodal Officer, while Dep-
uty Director Planning, Ashiq Hus-
sain Malik, was appointed as the
Divisional Level Nodal Officer to

oversee coordination and monitor
daily progress.

He emphasized the upload-
ing of targets achieved, photo-
graphs, and videos on the web
portal developed by the IT de-
partment.

He laid focus on various ac-
tivities to be planned during
the period which include Social
Security Initiatives, Implemen-
tation of Centrally Sponsored
Schemes, Financial Inclusion
Drives, Swasth Nari Sashakt
Parivar Abhiyan, Poshan Abhi-
yan, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
Nasha Mukt Abhiyan, Grievance
Redressal Mechanisms, Planta-
tion Drives, and Health & Nutri-
tion Initiatives etc.

DC Kathua reviews preparations
for Sewa Parv, Swasth Nari
Sashakt Parivar Campaign

m HT News Desk / DIPR

KATHUA, SEP 15: DEPUTY Commissioner Kath-
uaRajesh Sharma today chaired a meeting of District
Officers to review and finalize preparations for the
upcoming Sewa Parv and Swasth Nari Sashakt Pari-
var campaign- to align with national-levelinitiatives.

The meeting focused on formulating an inte-
grated plan that addresses key areas such as health,
sanitation, services delivery and financial inclusion
across all blocks and panchayats.

Emphasizing the importance of seamless coor-
dination, Deputy Commissioner Sharma directed all
departments to work in synergy for the successful
execution of these programmes. He underscored
that the initiatives are a prime opportunity to bring
governance closer to the people, ensure inclusive
development and promote culturally rooted nutrition
practices within the district.

Under the Sewa Parv banner, the DCissued clear
instructions for a series of community-centric ac-
tivities. Block Development Officers (BDOs) and the
CEO of the Municipality were directed to launch
extensive Swachhata (cleanliness) drives in all pan-
chayats and urban wards.

Simultaneously, they are to conduct community
tree plantation drives and awareness campaigns on
various citizen services. Similarly, he asked the Dis-
trict Forest Officers (DFOs) to initiate community
tree plantation drives. Educational institutions, in-
cluding Degree Colleges and Higher Secondary Schools,
were directed to play an active role by organizing
donation drives for books and stationery, undertak-
ing campus beautification and arranging voluntary
extra classes for students.

Besides, the Social Welfare Department was di-
rected to prioritize social outreach by engaging with
vulnerable sections of society. This includes visiting
old-age homes and orphanages, interacting with the
elderly, donating assistive devices like wheelchairs,
hearing aids and organizing community meals for
the needy.

Regarding the Swasth Nari Sashakt Parivar
campaign, the Deputy Commissioner detailed a
multifaceted approach to promote women's health
and well-being. This will be achieved through
extensive outreach programmes, health check-up
camps, nutrition counseling, and awareness ses-
sions on critical topics such as anaemia preven-
tion, maternal health and menstrual hygiene,
with the active participation of Self-Help Groups
(SHGs).

To strengthen health services and financial lit-
eracy, the Health Department was asked to organize
health check-ups and blood donation drives across
all blocks.

Itwasalsoinformed in the meeting thatadistrict-
level program will be held at the SDH Parole on Sep-
tember 17, in sync with the national launch by the
Prime Minister, ensuring maximum community
participation.

To ensure the messages reach every citizen, the
Information Department was tasked with undertak-
ing a robust publicity campaign, utilizing both tra-
ditional and social media platforms.

Other line departments were also instructed to
hold awareness camps on flagship schemes such as
PM-Kisan, Ayushman Bharat - PMJAY, PM Jan Dhan
Yojana, PM Atal Pension Yojana and other financial
inclusion initiatives.

Pertinently, the Sewa Parv, a nationwide citizen-
centric initiative, will be observed in the district
from September 17 to October 2. Running concur-
rently, the Swasth Nari Sashakt Parivar campaign
will continue for a month, from September 17 to
October 16. These initiatives seek to mobilize com-
munities and bring governance closer to the peo-
ple through a series of integrated activities focused
on health, sanitation, service delivery and financial
inclusion.

Among others, ADC Kathua Vishavjeet Singh,
Chief Planning Officer Ranjit Thakur, ACD Akhil Sa-
dotra, and other district heads were present in the
meeting, while ADCs and SDMs joined virtually.
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Deputy Commissioner inspects civic infrastructure,
cleanliness measures i

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

RAJOURI SEP 15: Deputy Com-
missioner Abhishek Sharma today
conducted a comprehensive tour of
Rajouri town to assess the ongoing
development works and review
civicamenities, with a special focus
oninfrastructure upgrades, cleanli-
ness and public safety.

During the inspection, the Dep-
uty Commissioner took stock of the
condition of manholes across the
town. He directed the concerned
departments toimmediately fix and
secure alldamaged or open manholes
to prevent mishaps and ensure pub-
lic safety.

Reviewing the ongoing repair works
already tendered, the DC instructed
the Public Works Department (PWD)
toexpedite the pace of execution and

adhere to the stipulated timelines. He
emphasized adherence to quality
standards and timely completion of
the works for the convenience of the
general public.

The Deputy Commissioner also
took serious note of the open wiring
in several areas, which poses poten-
tial safety hazards. He directed the
department to prepare and submit

n Rajouri Town

a comprehensive proposal for un-
derground cabling to enhance pub-
licsafety and improve the aesthetics
of the town.

As part of his public outreach, the
Deputy Commissioner alsointeracted
withlocal shopkeepers.He urged them
tooperate withinlegal and civicbound-
aries, maintain proper sanitation
outside their establishments and use
separate dustbins forwetand dry waste.
He further appealed to all stakehold-
ers to maintain cleanliness and con-
tribute to the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
in spirit and action.

Among the others who accompa-
nied the Deputy Commissioner during
hisvisit were ACR, Mohd Jhangir Khan;
Tehsildar Rajouri, Varinder Sharma;
EXEN PDD Rajouri, Mohd Rashid; EO
MC Rajouri, Yousif ul Mir and other
concerned officers.

DC Shopian finalises
preparations for ‘Sewa Parv’
campaign

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SHOPIAN, SEP 15: To review and finalize arrange-
ments for the celebration of ‘Sewa Parv’ in the district
scheduled from September, 17 to October, 2, 2025,
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Shopian, Shishir Gupta
today chaired a meeting of officers here in Mini
Secretariat Shopian.

The fortnight-long programme is aimed at pro-
moting the spirit of service, volunteerism and com-
munity participation across the district. It will focus
on activities that strengthen the bond between the
administration and the people while fostering aware-
ness about cleanliness, health, education, support to
elderly, social welfare and sustainable development
initiatives.

DCstressed inter-departmental coordination and
proactive community participation for effective ex-
ecution of scheduled activities during the fortnight.
Departments were instructed to focus on on-spot
service delivery.

During the campaign, swachhata drives, health
awareness and Ayush camps for preventive health-
care, educational awareness campaigns on drug
de-addiction and career guidance, plantation and
environmental protection activities, awareness
andregistration sessions on government schemes
related to agriculture, self-employment, NRLM,
social security and welfare schemes shall be un-
dertaken to improve performance of service de-
livery.

The meeting was attended by ADDC, Dr. Nasir
Ahmad Lone; Principal, GDC Shopian, ACD, various
district officers, BDOs and civil society members.

Principal Secretary, Culture inaugurates Hindi Pakhwada at K.L. Saigal Hall

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

JAMMU, SEP 15: Principal Sec-
retary, Culture, Brij Mohan Shar-
ma today inaugurated “Hindi
Pakhwada” Celebration Programs
during theinaugural event organ-
ised by Jammu & Kashmir Acad-
emy of Art, Culture and Languag-
es(JKAACL)atK.L.Saigal Hall, here.
The event witnessed enthusiastic
participation from writers, schol-
ars, academicians, and admirers
of Hindi language and literature.

In his address, Brij Mohan
Sharmalauded the role of JKAACL
in documenting and promoting
Hindi language and literature
through its journals, books, and
other publications. He recalled

that in 2020, the Government of
J&K declared Hindi as one of the
officiallanguages alongside Urdu,
Kashmiri, Dogri, and English.

Underscoring theimportance
of Hindi as a symbol of unity and
identity, Principal Secretary an-
nounced thatacalligraphy centre
will shortly be established to train
the younger generationin writing
Hindi, Urdu, and other languages,
thereby enriching the visual art
scene of J&K. He furtheremphasized
the responsibility of institutions
likeJKAACLin creating platforms
for young writers and scholars to
contribute to the growth of Hindi
literature.

Earlier,in her welcome address,
Secretary JKAACL,Harvinder Kour,

extended greetings on Hindi Diwas
and highlighted its historical sig-
nificance, recalling that on 14
September 1949, Hindi was ad-
opted as the official language of
India. She also underlined the
Academy’s ongoing efforts to pro-
mote and preserve Hindi alongside
other regional languages of Jam-

mu & Kashmir.

Aspartofthe academicsession,
Prof. Chanchal Dogra presented
ascholarly paper on the status of
Hindiin the contemporary world,
itsrelevance in education, technol-
ogy, and administration, and its
role in fostering cultural harmo-
ny. Dr. Nirmal Vinod, in his paper,

spoke ontheliterary traditions of
Hindi, stressing the need to pre-
serve its classical heritage while
embracing modern creative ex-
pressions.

Earlier, the programme began
with the lighting of the ceremo-
nial lamp by the dignitaries, fol-
lowed by the felicitation of guests.
To invoke divine blessings, Dr.
Chanchal Sharma, Editor Hindi
JKAACL, rendered a soulful Saras-
wati Vandana.

The event concluded with a
Vote of Thanks presented by Son-
aliArun Gupta, Additional Secre-
tary JKAACL, who expressed
gratitude to the Chief Guest, dis-
tinguished speakers, writers,
media, and the audience.

DC Reasi chairs SPCA meeting to review
Animal Welfare initiatives

m HT News Desk / DIPR

REASI, SEP 15: Deputy Commissioner
Reasi Nidhi Malik today chaired a meet-
ing of the Society for Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals (SPCA) to review and
strengthen animal welfare initiatives in
the district.

During the meeting, DCheld a detailed
discussion on the establishment of a vet-
erinary facility and shelter home for sick
andinjured animalsin collaboration with
People for Animals Public Policy Founda-
tion and Vantara. The proposed facility
will serve as a one-stop center for treat-
ment and rehabilitation, ensuring com-
prehensive care and shelter for animals
in need

Aparcel ofland belonging to the Animal
Husbandry Department at Parathal village
(Serwad), Tehsil Katra has been selected
for the project.

The Deputy Commissioner directed
the Chief Animal Husbandry Officer to
obtain a No Objection Certificate (NOC)
from the department to expedite the set-
ting up of the veterinary hospital on the
site.

She further highlighted that the facil-
ity will be constructed, managed, and op-
erated by People for Animals Public Policy
Foundation and Vantara.

During the meeting, a new SPCA Com-
mittee was also constituted in line with

thelatest guidelines. As per the new struc-
ture, the Deputy Commissioner will serve
asthe Chairperson, the CAHO as the Mem-
ber Secretary, with the ACR and all SDMs
as members. Ms. Malik emphasized that
while the SPCA's role is particularly critical
in Katra, given the extensive use of horses
and mules during the Yatra, its mandate
must extend to addressing animal welfare
across the entire district.

DCNidhi Malik also instructed officers
to conduct a comprehensive performance
review of all cow shelters operating in the
district, including those situated on state
lands and present a detailed status report
in the next meeting.

Additionally, the Deputy Commission-
er directed officials to submit a financial
auditreportofthe SPCA, coveringits exist-
ing funds and overall financial status, in
compliance with prescribed guidelines and
bylaws.

The meeting was attended by SDM Ka-
tra Piyush Dhotra, DySP Vishal Singh Jam-
wal, Tehsildar Katra, CAHO, EO MC Katra
and other concerned officers.

Deputy Commissioner Rajouri reviews
working of the Child Welfare Committee

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

RAJOURI, SEP 15: Deputy Commis-
sioner Rajouri Abhishek Sharma today
chaired a meeting of the Child Welfare
Committee (CWC) to review the progress
and activities carried out during the last
financial year.

The meeting discussed the implemen-
tation of the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO)Act.It wasinformed
that the CWC has provided assistance to
23 victims under the POCSO Act, ensuring
timely support and rehabilitation for the
affected children.

The Committee has also made sig-
nificant strides in preventing child mar-
riages, with 29 cases successfully stopped,
besides rescuing and rehabilitating 17
children forced into child labour. Fur-
thermore, 13 casesinvolving runaway or
kidnapped children were resolved, ensur-
ing that these children were safely re-
united with their families.

The placement of eligible children
in Child Care Institutions (CCIs) was
also highlighted, with 10 children suc-
cessfully placed in appropriate care
facilities.

Deputy Commissioner Abhishek Shar-
ma expressed his appreciation for the
dedicated work of the CWC and empha-
sized the importance of continuous efforts
in child protection. He directed the Com-

mittee to keep working towards the bet-
terment of children's welfare, ensuring
their safety, education and rehabilitation
at all times.

The meeting was attended by District
Social Welfare Officer, Abdul Raheem
and members of the Child Welfare Com-
mittee.
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m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: Minis-
ter for Health and Medical
Education, Sakeenaltoo flagged
off a group of pre-final batch
MBBS students of Government
Medical College (GMC) Srinagar
to 15 days All India Education
Tour from college premises here
today.

Principal, GMC Srinagar,
Dr. Iffat Hassan Shah; Ad-
ministrator Associated Hos-
pitals, Mohammad Ashraf
Hakak; HoDs of various de-
partments, faculty members,
doctors and large number of
students were also present

Sakeena ltoo flags off group of
MBBS students for All India Educational Tour

on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Health Minister said that
thiseducational tour will mark
atransformative chapterin the
academic journey of our future
doctorsand give them exposure
to diverse medical practices,
advanced research environ-
ments and interaction with
leading medical experts from
reputed healthinstitutions they
arevisiting across the country.
She added that this exposure
tour will not only broaden their
clinical perspectives but also
nurture their holistic growth
as healthcare leaders of tomor-
row.

The Minister further said that
thisinitiative underscores Gov-
ernment’s commitment to

strengthening medical education
by providing students withreal-
worldexposure beyond classroom

Lot | ADMBGSTRATI

faculty members for the tour,
Minister Sakeena urged them
to make most of this opportu-
nity to enrich their knowledge
and experiences.

Interacting with the Health
Minister on the occasion, the
students expressed immense
gratitude and excitement about
the journey ahead, highlighting
theimportance of suchinitiatives
in their professional develop-
ment.

Pertinently, this 15 days com-
prehensive educational tour is
designed to provide the students
with a unique opportunity to
visit some of the nation’s most
prestigious medical institutes,

teaching.
While extending her wishes
to students and accompanying

Urges students to make most of this opportunity for professional development
, i prem—

hospitals and research centers
in New Delhi, Kerala, Goa and
other places.

Duringthe tour, the students
will traverse several states, en-
gaginginacademicinteractions,
hospital rounds, workshops and
seminars that coverawide spec-
trum of medical disciplines and
emerging healthcare technolo-
gies. They will also participate
in interactive sessions with
eminent medical researchers,
observe cutting-edge medical
procedures, engage in hands-on
workshops and attend lectures
on advancements in medical
science, public health policy and
medical ethics.

MD JJM inspects, assesses
availability of Ductile &
Galvanised pipes at store
Pampore

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: Agroup of
45 progressive farmers from dif-
ferent zones of Srinagar district
was today flagged-offby Director
Agriculture Kashmir, SartajAhmad
Shah for an exposure visit to Fac-

ulty of Agriculture WaduraSopore  the

campus (SKUAST-K).

partment district Srinagar un-
der HADP project-11 (promotion
of oil seed).

While interacting with the
farmers on the occasion, Director
Agriculture said that such programs
arebeingorganised by the depart-
ment to keep farmers abreast with

latest cultural practices and

tion of different agriculture
crops on scientific lines, help
farmers do better during their
farming activities. He said,
skilled human resource, and
capacities building of farmers
are among the department's
priorities.

He impressed the progressive
farmers to interact with the ag-

Director Agri. Kashmir flags-off group of progressive farmers on exposure visit

to-date methodologies in crop
cultivation on scientific lines. He
asked the farmers to enhance
their technical skills in the field
of crop farming and to adopt the
advanced technologies after
learning from such exposure
visits.

Director Agriculture said the
farmers would witness field dem-

technologies forcommercial farm-

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: Mission Director (MD), Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM), Jammu & Kashmir, Khurshid
Ahmad Shah today inspected the pipe store Pamp-
ore, to review and assess the available stock of Duc-
tile Iron (DI) and Galvanized Iron (GI) pipes.

MD was accompanied by the Chief Engineer, Jal
Shakti department, Kashmir; Technical Advisor,
Kashmir; Superintending Engineer, Mechanical and
other officers.

During the visit, officers conducted a detailed
inspection of the inventory to ensure that the required
materials are adequately available to support ongo-
ing and upcoming projects under the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion. The review was aimed at strengthening supply
chain management, identifying gaps, and ensuring
timely availability of materials for rural water supply
schemes.

MD emphasized the importance of maintaining
proper stock levels to meet project deadlines and
ensure uninterrupted progress towards providing
functional household tap connections inrural areas.

Chief Engineer, Jal Shakti, assured that all neces-
sary steps will be taken to streamline procurement
and distribution processes.

The visit reflects the commitment of the Jal Je-
evan Mission and the Jal Shakti department to en-
hancing water supply infrastructure and improving
service delivery to citizens.

The exposure visit has been
organised by Agriculture Pro-
duction & Farmers Welfare de-

ing.
Shahsaid learning real time
trends in farming and cultiva-

riculture scientists, experts, and
extension functionaries to get
themselves acquainted with up-

onstrations, farm management
and practical demonstration ses-
sions during the visit.

|AF, Reasi Admin collaborate to airdrop

ration to rain-affected Sarhi village

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

REASI, SEP 15: In a commendable
display of coordination and humani-
tarianrelief, the District Administra-
tion Reasi, in close collaboration with
the Indian Air Force (IAF), success-
fully airlifted ration supplies to the
rain-affected Sarhivillage in Bhomag.

The remote Sarhi area of Tehsil
Bhomag was cut off from essential
supplies after multiple landslides
blocked the Reasi-Sarhi (via Tote) road.
At the same time, the alternate Ud-
hampur-Sarhi (via Moungri) route
becameinaccessible when the Thathi
Bridge was washed away due to tor-
rential rains. Although sufficient ration
stockis available in nearby locations,
precautionary measures are being
takento preventshortagesand ensure
uninterrupted supply during the cri-
sis.

Deputy Commissioner Nidhi Malik
underlined the significance of the
intervention, stating, “This operation
ensures that essential commodities
reach the residents despite the chal-
lenging terrain and adverse weather
conditions. So far, 25 quintals of food
supplies have beendelivered, and the
exercise will continue as long as
weather conditions permit safe op-
erations.”

The Deputy Commissioner further
informed that efforts are underway
to expedite the reconstruction of the
Thathi Bridge with the support of the

Army, while alternate routes and
manual transportation methods are
also being explored to restore con-
nectivity as quickly as possible.

IAF personnel played a pivotal role
in the airlift operation, coordinating
with the district administration to
ensure supplies were safely dropped
at designated locations within the
village. The swift response has been
widely appreciated by the local com-
munity, who faced uncertainty and
isolation due to blocked roads.

The joint operation reflects the
administration’s unwavering com-
mitment to safeguarding the welfare
of citizens and the Indian Air Force’s

spirit of service during emergencies.
Local residents expressed gratitude,
acknowledging that the timely inter-
vention has provided much-needed
relief and reassurance during a criti-
cal time.

The District Administration has
reiterated its commitment to provid-
ing all possible assistance, including
emergency medical aid and commu-
nication support, to people stranded
in remote and inaccessible areas due
totherecentheavyrainsandlandslides.
Authorities continue to monitor the
situation closely and remain ready to
extend further assistance wherever
necessary.

Social Welfare Department hosts Pension & Grievances

Redressal Cam

m HT News Desk / DIPR

POONCH, SEP 15: The Social
Welfare Departmentorganized a
Pension and Grievances Redressal
Campat Mandirecently,aimed at
resolving issues faced by benefi-
ciariesand ensuring smoothaccess
to welfare schemes.

Alarge number of people from
across the three blocks of Mandi,
Sathra, and Loran attended the
camp. Many participants from
remote and mountainous villages
gathered with the hope of address-
ing long-standing concerns re-
lated to old age pensions, widow
and disability pensions, and the
State Marriage Assistance Scheme.
Several beneficiariesraised issues
regarding delays in financial as-
sistance, difficulties in processing

p at Mandi

applications, and confusion over
documentation and eligibility
criteria.

District Social Welfare Officer
(DSWO) Khalil A Banday listened
patiently to each grievance and
assured attendees that their con-
cerns would be addressed as a
priority. He emphasized that
caseslinked to pension disburse-
ment and marriage assistance
would be fast-tracked, and that
the department was committed
toeliminating bureaucratic hurdles
and ensuring transparency in
servicedelivery.“The department
is fully committed to ensuring that
genuine beneficiaries receive their
entitled benefits in a timely and
hassle-free manner,” he said.

Officials on-site provided as-
sistance with application forms,

®© 00 ©
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verification of documents, and
guidance on eligibility norms. A
helpdesk was also set up to offer
one-on-one support toapplicants
and facilitate the submission of
pending paperwork.

The camp also featured aware-
ness sessions where attendees
were informed about various
schemes, how to apply for them,
and whom to contact for follow-
ups. Beneficiaries were encouraged
tomake use of available helplines
and outreach services to ensure
thatnodeservingindividualis left
out.

Localresidentsappreciated the
initiative, saying that the depart-
ment’s presence at the grassroots
level helps in building trust and
improving access to welfare ser-
vices.

3 Cab drivers booked for
violating Traffic Advisory,
overcharging

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

JAMMU, SEP 15: The Traffic Police Jammu have
booked 3 Cab drivers for violating the Traffic Advi-
sory and overcharging passengers, according to an
official handout issued by the department.

To ensure strict enforcement of the Traffic Advi-
sory issued for today—which authorized only the
down-movement of vehicles on NH-44—a Traffic
Naka was setup atJagtinear IIM Jammu. This check-
point was aimed at preventing unauthorized move-
ment and ensuring commuter safety during peak
hours.

Ataround 1000 hrs, 3 commercial Swift vehicles
bearing Registration Numbers JKO6C-0915,
JK17A-6305, and JK17A-6364 were intercepted.
These vehicles were found transporting passengers
towards the Doda-Kishtwar region in direct viola-
tion of the advisory, as well as charging fares
higher than the approved rate, compromising pub-
lic trust.

Upon questioning, the drivers began misbehaving
with the Traffic Police personnel and refused to com-
ply with lawful directions, including producing
valid documents for verification. As a result, they
were immediately detained and taken to Police Sta-
tion Nagrota for further action.

The accused have been identified as:

Abdul Gafoor, resident of Bhala, Gandoh

Aqib Hussain Bhat, resident of Berwar-Kishtwar

Mohammad Tayab, resident of Chatroo-Kishtwar

A formal case has been registered against them
under FIR No 195/2025 at P/S Nagrota with sections
132/126(2)BNS and 177/179 MV Act. The drivers have
beenarrested, and the cabs involved have been seized
as per legal procedures.

The Traffic Police have reiterated their commit-
ment to ensuring commuter safety and strict compli-
ance with traffic rules. They have urged the general
public to cooperate with law enforcement and refrain
from engaging with unauthorized or unscrupulous
transporters.

Passengers are advised to report instances of
overcharging or violation of traffic advisories by
contacting the Traffic Police City Jammu helpline
at:

0191-2459048 | 94191-47732 | 103 (Toll-Free)

The department furtherassured that any violation
will be dealt with firmly to maintain order and safe-
guard public convenience.
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The Cry of Reasi’s Chenab Villages: A
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& write prescriptions in
bold, capital letters

Some years back the Supreme Court of
India had issued a slew of directions to the
doctors vis-a-vis writing of the prescriptions.
The highest court of the country had issued
directions since most of the people had opined
thatthey are not able to read the prescriptions
issued by the doctors. The people said that
since they are not able to go through the
prescriptions there are occasions when the
dispensing chemists give them substitute drugs.

The Supreme Court had issued directions
tothe doctors to write the prescriptionsin clear
terms so that the same are readable to one
and all. Directions were issued that the pre-
scriptions are written in bold letters and there
should not be any ambiguity in this regard. At
the same time the doctors were also directed
to write the prescriptions in capital letters and
that the ambiguous letters or numbers are
avoided. All this was done to ensure that the
people, especially patients get the real med-
icines.

Giventhefactthatthe directions came from
no less than the apex court of the country it
was expected that the doctors would follow
the same in letter in spirit with the patients
being the ultimate beneficiaries at the end of
the day. To the surprise of one and all, most of
the doctors did not follow the directions and
they continued to write the prescriptions in
small letters that are not readable to most of
the people.

The prescriptions are readable to only the
chemists only as was the case earlier before
the directions of the apex court. As a result of
this the directions of the Supreme Court
remained confined to the four walls of the
court and these were not visible on ground
much to the dismay of the people especially
patients. Shockingly the apex court did not
take the non-compliance of its directions seri-
ously and as such no action whatsoever was
taken against the doctors.

It is important that the Medical Council of
India takes the lead in this regard and passes
on the directions fo the doctors workingin the
field. This would ensure that directions of the
Supreme Court areimplemented and people
heave a sigh of relief. This would also convey
amessage that no one is above the law and
all the people irrespective of their position in
the society are answerable to the system and
its institutions.

Struggle for Survival and Dignity

.
3
e .\,..f, 2

m  Abdul Quddir Kundria

For centuries the Chenab River has
been remembered as a gift of nature
for the people of Jammu. Its waters
irrigated fertile lands, sustained crops,
quenched thirst, and carried prosper-
ity through the region like the very
lifeblood of its people. Farmers rejoiced
when their fields glistened under the
touchofits waters. Families celebrated
the abundance of food and the secu-
rity it brought. For the villages of
Bhabbhar Brahmana & Rasiyalan,
Chumbian, and Dera Baba Banda in
district Reasi, the Chenab was not just
ariver. It was the guardian of life and
the symbol of hope. Yet in the course
of time that guardian has turned into
a destroyer. Today the same river has
become the embodiment of destruc-
tion, swallowing homes, fields, tradi-
tions, and dreams, leaving behind a
trail of despair that has stretched for
more than three decades.

Every year when the monsoon
approaches, the peopleliving along its
banks are gripped with fear. The sound
of thunder in the sky is enough to fill
them with dread. Nights become end-
less vigils. Mothers hold their children
close, fathers rush to move cattle to
safer places, and every heart silently
prays for protection. The villagers know
too well that the Chenab does not rise
with water alone. It rises with anger. It
carries away not only soil but also the
hopes, dreams, and peace of genera-
tions. The tragedy that haunts these
villages is not new. It has been unfold-
ing for thelast thirty five years.In 1989
the peoplefirst cried out to the admin-
istration, begging for protection. They
raised theirvoice againin 1992.1n 2014,
after a devastating flood, the people
onceagaindemanded help. Atthat time
a project report worth fifty two crore
rupees was prepared and submitted
to the government when Shahid Igbal
Choudhary was the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Reasi. That project promised
to construct a protective wall from
Bhabbhar Gijiya Kai Devta to Chumbi-
an, a wall that could have saved lives,
land,and heritage. Butin 2025 thatwall
remains a dream. The people are still
raising the same demand, repeating
the same words, asking for the same
protection.

In these thirty five years countless
officials and administrators have vis-
ited thesevillages. They have seen with

their own eyes the eroded fields and
damaged homes. They have listened
to the tears and laments of the people.
They have given words of sympathy
and assurances ofaction. Reports have
been prepared, recommendations have
beenwritten, files have been forward-
ed from one office to another. Yet on
the ground nothing has changed. The
villagers often wonder whether these
filesarelocked awayindusty cupboards
or deliberately hidden to be forgotten.
Even the reports that took years to
prepare have brought no relief.

Meanwhile the Chenab has contin-
ueditsruthless work. Fertile fields that
once bore golden maize, rice, wheat,
and lush green trees are now only a
part of the riverbed. Dozens of kanals
of land have been consumed. Farmers
who once held their heads high with
pride in their harvest now work as
daily wage laborers. Families that tilled
the land for generations have been
forcedtoleave their homes.Some have
migrated in despair, otherslivein tem-
porary huts, many have sought shelter
with relatives, and a few even sleep in
the cattle sheds that once housed their
animals. For people who believed in
dignity, hard work, and self reliance,
this transformationis nothingless than
unbearable humiliation.

When the river swallows homes,
the official help does notarrivein time.
By the time relief reaches the villages,
the people have already losteverything.
Police prepare reports, papers move
from one desk to another, but the vic-
tims are left stranded. Compensation,
whenitarrives, is far too little to repair
the damage. Rehabilitation projects
remainlocked in governmentfiles. For
the people who live through the terror
ofeveryflood, the feelingis bitter. They
ask whether they are truly citizens of
this nation or forgotten voices lost in
the noise of bureaucracy.

The story of destruction does not
end with homes and fields. It strikes at
the heart of cultural and spiritual life
aswell. For centuries the people of these
villages performed the last rites of their

loved ones on the banks of the Chenab.
Those sacred grounds carried the
memories of generations. Today those
places too have been consumed by the
river. The pain of this loss was most
visible when an elderly woman, Vidya
Devi, affectionately known as Chachi
Ji, passed away. Tradition demanded
that her cremation be held on the riv-
erbank as had been done for countless
ancestors. But the ground was no lon-
ger there. The family was forced to
borrow land from another villager to
performthe finalrites. The entire com-
munity wept that day. It was not only
the grief of one family but the sorrow
ofawhole people watching their tradi-
tions vanish.

The threat extends to important
spiritual and cultural landmarks. Giji-
yaKaiDevta,KhairvadhZiarat,and the
GurudwaraatDeraBabaareallindan-
ger. These places are not merely sites
of worship. They are the spiritual heart-
beat of the villages. People pray there
for prosperity, health, and wellbeing.
They gather there as a community,
strengthening bonds of faith and unity.
The possibility that these landmarks
may disappear under the floodwaters
is unimaginable. To lose them would
betolose centuries of cultural identity
and shared history.

The destruction has grown worse
in recent months. Since August 2025,
more land has been washed away, more
houses have collapsed, and more fam-
ilies have been displaced. Officials
including patwaris and tehsildars have
visited the affected areas. They have
prepared fresh reports and forwarded
them to the Reasi administration. At
Dera Baba Seri, houses are literally sink-
ing into the earth. Yet people fear that
once again all this will remain only on
paper. They remember that since 1989
every flood has followed the same pat-
tern.Reportsare prepared, promisesare
made, and then everything is buried in
files. Recently there was a glimmer of
hope when the Deputy Commissioner
of Reasi, Ms Nidhi Malik, visited Dera
Baba Banda on the ninth of October.

The people welcomed her withwarmth.
They showed her their broken homes
and shared their pain. For a moment
they felt that someoneinauthority had
finally witnessed their suffering with
her own eyes. But deep inside their
hearts, a fear remained that this visit
too might end as just another gesture
of sympathy. After thirty five years of
patience the people can waitnolonger.
Every flood chips away at their hope.
Every wave erases a piece of their past
and their future. Yetinall this time they
have never broken the law. They have
never blocked roads, never raised angry
slogans, never turned toviolence. They
have continued to place their trust in
democracy,appealingagainand again
with dignity. Their restraint is admi-
rable, but continuing to deny them
justice is itself a great injustice.

The demand of the people is not
complicated. They want a protective
wall built from Bhabbhar Gijiya Kai
Devta to Chumbian. For outsiders this
may appear tobe a matter ofinfrastruc-
ture, but for the people it is far more
than that. The wall represents safety
for their children, dignity for their
families,and protection for their tradi-
tions. It is not simply a wall of stone
and cement. It is a shield for their sur-
vival and a promise for their future.

Thevillagers fold their hands before
the government. They plead not to be
abandoned, not to be made homeless,
and nottobestripped of their traditions
and faith. They want to live with dig-
nity in their ancestral lands, not wan-
der as displaced people begging for
shelter. This is not just an appeal for
protection against ariver. It is a strug-
gle for identity, for culture, and for
survival.

Ifactionistaken now, manylivesand
livelihoods can still be saved. If delay
continues, the loss will not remain lim-
ited tohomesand fields. It will break the
spiritofentirecommunities, shatter their
bonds,and erase their culturalmemory.
The people of Bhabbhar Brahamana &
Rasiyalan, Chumbian, and Dera Baba
Banda have already waited patiently for
thirty five years. They cannot endure
anotherthirty five. Theywant their chil-
dren to inherit a future of safety and
peace, not fear and displacement.

The Chenab continues to flow. At
times it is calm, at times furious. For
the people of these villages every wave
brings a new test. Every flood is a trial
of their patience and their faith. Yet
they do not let go of hope. They still
believe that the government can save
them. They still pray that their cries
will be heard. They still believe that
before it is too late, someone will rise
to protect them.

The author is a Eminent Dogri
and Urdu Writer
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m  Munish Bhatia

The history of India'sindependenceis as glorious
as itis painful. On August 15, 1947, when the coun-
try was freed from British rule, that moment was
theresult of years of struggle and sacrifice for count-
less Indians. The glory of the tricolour flag and the
dream of self-rule were realized, but with this
freedom came adeep, bloody tragedy—the partition
of the country. This was a time when, on one hand,
people were singing songs of freedom, while on the
other, millions of hearts were in mourning. While
every street and home were being decorated with
the tricolour for the celebration of independence,
the fire of hatred and violence was also flaring up
in those very streets. The sun of self-rule rose, but
its rays’ brought darkness. The air was filled with
the smell of blood, shops in markets were looted,
and thousands ofhomes were reduced to ashes. The
scene at that time was as if someone had set fire to
afair of dreams—a fire that shook the very founda-
tion of humanity. Children, the elderly, women—no
one was safe.

The decision to partition forced approximately
1.4 crore people to leave their homeland. People
living in Punjab, Bengal, and border areas were
compelled to abandon their homes, farms, and shops
to seek refuge on unfamiliar land. People coming to
India from Pakistan and those going to Pakistan from
India, lost their old identities. In their own country,
they were called "refugees"—a word that deepened
their wounds. Their broken houses, burnt walls,and
scattered broken banglesin courtyards bore witness
to the devastation of their lives. The colors of those
bangles, whose wearer was now lost in some
unknowndirection. The most horrific scenes of that
era were seen on railway tracks. Trains known as

"refugee trains" were often found filled with dead
bodies. In many places, entire compartments were
found without a single living passenger—just silent
corpses and layers of dried blood. Partition not only
snatched away land and property, but it also tore
the threads of relationships. The hands of innocent
children were separated from their parents. The
vermillion of married sisters was washed away by
tears and rain. Crimes that defiled the dignity of
Mother India took place—incidents of mass violence,
abduction, and exploitation of women were the bitter
reality of that time. Villages and cities were engulfed
inthe fire of hatred, and peace turned into ashes. Even
the wealthy were forced to spend nights in tents.
According to historians, approximately 10 to 20
lakh people died during the partition,and more than
1.4 crore people were displaced. Thousands of inci-
dentsofviolence and abduction against women were
recorded. These figures are not just numbers on
paper; every number is the story of an incomplete
life. Politically, some leaders called partition a "nec-
essary compromise,” but for the public, this com-
promise proved to be a dreadful deal. New seats of
power were adorned, but the caravan on the streets
was scattered. Children who used to laugh and play
in their courtyards were now in orphanages. Fam-
ily heads were either killed or forced to live their
lives in refugee camps. The sight of refugee camps
in Delhi, Amritsar, Lahore, Dhaka, and Kolkata nar-
rated a different kind of pain. Temporary homes
made under tarpaulin, long queues for rations,
people struggling with disease and hunger—all this
continued to deepen the mental wounds of that
generation. The condition of the refugees became
even more pathetic during the monsoon months.
Wet clothes under leaking tarpaulins, rotis covered
in mud, and shivering small children in the cold

wind—this sight would shake anyone to their core.
Many families did not have a single dry sheet to
cover themselves. Sleeping on waterlogged ground
caused their bodies to stiffen,and continuous expo-
sure to rain led to diseases like fever, cough, and
pneumonia. On cold nights when the wind pierced
to the bone, this went on for months, and every
morning, some people would fall victim to the cold
and illness, becoming silent forever. Although the
darkness of hatred was deep during the partition,
the light of humanity was also seen in some places.
Many Hindu, Muslim, and Sikh families saved each
other's lives at the risk of their own. These stories
prove that the flame of humanity never completely
goes out.

This bitter chapter of freedom gives us not just a
page of history but also a serious warning. The path
of hatred, religious division, and violence does not
bring lasting happiness to anyone. If we want to
move forward today by forgetting these wounds,
we must adopt the path of brotherhood, tolerance,
and unity. The true price of freedom is not just in
wavingaflagor celebratingbutinremembering the
sacrifices because of which we are independent. It
is about remembering those millions of faces who
left their homes, their land, and everything—with
only one hope, with the belief in a new tomorrow.

August 15 gives us a feeling of pride, but at the
same time, it also forces us to think: Are we valuing
those sacrifices? Have we truly understood the real
meaning of freedom? The price of freedom cannot
be measured only in blood and tears. It is a legacy
thatour generation has the responsibility to protect.
We must ensure that this painful chapter written
on the pages of history is never repeated. True free-
dom can only be sustained on the foundation of
unity, brotherhood, and humanity:.
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RuznchoVillage

A Hidden Gem in Nagaland’s Phek District

® By MS Nazki

The tools necessary to make your life
extraordinary! Only the Nagas know howto
do extraordinary things! "Victory or defeat
isnotimportant, but the fightitselfis every-
thing!

They do say, if you want love to survive,
then you better play it right, and know the
best things are free, [ guess it's time for you
tosee.......Anaughtybratwhoalwaysjoked
today also she still works hard............ ! But
Guesswho.....? Leave this to AssamRifles to
find out!

We will tell you a story but the trivia
questions need to be answered!

But a clue we will give!

Nagagirl traverses path of entrepreneur-
ship to be her own hero!

Nagaland has seen a significant increase
inthe number of entrepreneurs of late, with
many enthusiastic young people venturing
intovariousfieldsand tryingtomakealiving,

OnesuchentrepreneurisImsurenlaSan-
glir, who stood in the 8th rank (History hon-
ours) in her graduation (2018) and ranked
third in the University in the department of
English.

She in 2021 was pursuing a double mas-
ter’s degree in Folklore and Culture Studies
whiletryingtocreateanicheinbusinessand
also help the needy during these difficult
times.

“Making arts and crafts has been my
hobby and living expenses for a fashion
enthusiastisalittletoomuch; alsothe college
bus fare was expensive and I did not want to
burden my parents so I decided that as long
as I am healthy and breathing [ am going to
be my own hero,” she said.

Itwaswhen the government of Nagaland
declared to make the state plastic-free and
subsequently banned single-use plastics that
the idea of creating sustainable tote bags
struck her.

That idea took shape when she started
her tote bag business known as One X One
Nagaland in 2019; and she gave her authen-
tic touch to it either through embroidery or
paint.

Asshestarted gettingdeeperintosustain-
able ethics, she noticed clothes polluting the
environment and so wanted to hype “thrift
culture”, and thus curated “Like. Buy. Slay
(sound like our words)” with the label “Buy
only if you love it”. Through this platform,
she sells second hand clothes online after
sourcing, washing and sanitising it.

“Ilove giving back to society so1did two
different charity drops in 2020 and 2021
where I raised funds to provide cell phones,
admissions and help a pregnant lady. I also
donateitemsindifferentdistrictsin Nagaland
byenquiringmy friends about the downtrod-
den families. All this social work makes me
content,” she said.

This was a story but still this girl's exam-
ple can be used by others!

If you are innovative then no innovative
invention is far away from you! Any indi-
vidual can do wonders provided he knows
he is capable of that! No Specialists are
required here!

There'sachangeinthe colorsoflife, there's
a change in the colors of life, baby, I can see
them changing, I can see them walking all
around you........l.......Nagas are very capa-

‘Nagas are talented but since childhood,
we are pampered and have the notion that
we should depend on parents until we get a
government job or any private job for that
matter, so our talents get dusted. We should
learnthe positive side of the western culture
ofbeingindependent once we attainthe age
of 18 (oreven younger). Life is not going to be
asmooth flow of river; there will be hurdles
and strong forces, so one should be ready to
face the world atany given pointoftime, she
asserted.

Ruzazho, thevillage: Ruzazho, thevillage
in Nagaland has a unique history linked to
national integration through its connection
with Subhas Chandra Bose and the Indian
National Army (INA)in 1944. This historical
significance continues to make Ruzazho a
symbolic location for various national inte-
gration initiatives.

Ruzazho's historical connection tonation-

al integration: INA occupation and admin-
istration: In 1944, Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose's Azad Hind Fauj(INA)liberated Ruzazho,
makingitthefirstIndianvillage tobe admin-
istered by the provisional Azad Hind govern-
ment.

Freedom fighter PoswuyiSwuro: Ruzazho
village headman Poswuyi Swuro served as
aninterpreter and guide for Bose during his
stay.Swuro's crucial role helped bridge com-
munication between theINAand local Naga
leaders.

National heritage village: Recognizingits
uniqueroleinIndia's freedomstruggle, there
have been efforts to have Ruzazho declared
a national heritage village, which would
further solidify its place in the national nar-
rative.

Recentnationalintegrationeffortsinvolv-
ing Ruzazho: Cultural events: In 2021, the
Ministry of Culture held a cultural program
in Ruzazho as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav celebration, promoting national
unity.

"Digital Ruzazho" initiative: As of 2019,
initiatives have been proposed to connect
Ruzazhowiththe"mainland" through tech-
nology, including establishing free Wi-Fi in
the village. The goal is to bring awareness
and modern facilities to this historically
significant village.

Youth integration programs: Students
fromRuzazho have beenincludedinnation-
alintegrationtours foryouth fromthe North
Eastern states. These tours, often organized
by the Indian Army, take students to other
partsofthe countrytoexposethemtolndia's
diverse heritage.

The village and the Ministry of Culture,
through its cultural centers, actively com-
memorate Netaji's anniversary and his con-
nection to Ruzazho with enthusiastic par-
ticipation from the local community.

The 126thbirth anniversary of Netajiwas
observed in Ruzazho in 2023, highlighting
thevillage's historicsignificance forNagaland
and India.

PoswuyiSwuro,who passed awayin2025
atthe age of 106, was considered Nagaland's
last living link to Netaji, sharing firsthand
accountsthatenriched historicalunderstand-
ing. Broader national integration efforts in
Nagaland: While not focused solely onRuza-
zho,otherrecentyouth programsinNagaland
promote national integration by:

Conducting Special National Integration
Camps(SNIC): InDecember2024, the Nation-
al Cadet Corps (NCC) organized an SNIC at
Wokha, Nagaland, to foster unity and cele-
brate India's diverse cultural fabric among
cadets from across the country.

Organizingintegration tours: The Assam
RiflesandIndian Army haveregularly flagged
off National Integration Tours for students
fromNagaland and other Northeasternstates,
often taking them to major cities and his-
torical sites across India.

But this is the present but the past is
unique:

Phekdistrict was officially established on
December 19,1973,whenitwas created from
theformer KohimaDistrict. The name "Phek"
originates fromthe Phekrekedze word mean-
ing "watchtower". As one of Nagaland's
older districts, its history is rooted in the
administrative structure of the state.

Administrative origin: The district was
formed by carving out territory from the
then existing Kohima District.

Meaning of the name: The name "Phek"
is derived from the Phekrekedze language,
referring to a "watchtower,” which reflects
its historical significance in the region.

Some extracts from a writer:

[ felt as if Netaji himself was somewhere
around. In the rainy months of April 1944,
he would have been busy strategising with
INA commanders around this same kitchen
fire,asitused tobe cold over suchmountains,
even in April. While immersing within
thoughts, I had a surprisingidea trespassing
into my mind. I asked Vekho, "Can I spend
tonightinside this memorial house?"Hewas
quite surprised, butdid not hurt my urge.He
discussed with his fellow villagers. The vil-
lagers looked at me with suprise. One old
lady told me, "We believe Netaji's soul still
stays inside this house. If your soul leaves
your body to join Netaji's soul, that will be a
tragedy for everyone." I assured them, "I'll
not depart so soon for sure as I have miles to
go." They all returned me a painful smile.
Finally,adorable Vekho gave the greensignal,
butwithacondition-"Onevillage braveman
would accompany you as aguard to provide
security if at all anything untoward might
happen."lagreed............Dr. Sunil Mohan-

ty!

I'had carefully suppressed my emotions
while eagerlylistening to this greatmanwho
had spent some goldendays ofhis successful
life with Netaji. The senior Swuro was keen-
lyexplainingexperiencesinhisownlanguage
while the younger Swuro was translating
that into English.

"When the terrible World War I was
announced, all schools were closed," said
Swuro. That was when he suddenly had to
returnbackhome without completing stud-
ies.However, he had the privilege of meeting
Netaji during the "Delhi Chalo" campaignin
April 1944. Poswuyi continued to open one
chapter after another on the Azad Hind Fauj
(INA)from his memorylane simultaneously
increasing my anxieties.

"WhenImetNetajiSubhas ChandraBose,
the INA and Japanese soldiers had come to
our village Ruzazho. As Netaji arrived on a
horse back, asword was hanging around his
waist. Recalling the great icon he said, "In
fact, Netaji was a more handsome, brighter
and stronger personality than any of his
available portraits today. When locals gath-
ered around, Netaji asked everyone if there
was any educated person in this village. All
the villagers took my name and said that I
(Poswuyi)was the only one who had passed
Class three."

"The next morning Netaji appointed me
as DB.Iwas entrusted with the responsibil-
ity of administration of the area. My elder
brother Vesuyi Swuro was a soldier in the
Assam Regiment.

He was also appointed as a translator by
Netaji as he had come home on a six-month
leave. Alongwith this, he gave responsibilities
to Gaon Burahs of ten different villages for
performing the role of village heads whose
maindutywas toorganise a publicmeeting.
Everyone in the surrounding villages was
informed that Netaji, INA and his fellow
Japanese soldiershad been campinginRuza-
zho for nine days.

We took care of the arrangements to
provide them with rations which included
rice, vegetables, salt and maize. These were
provided free of costby the villagers.Inthose
times, even our homes did not have enough
food to give to our children,” narrated
Poswuyi, was the saga of great sacrifice and
patriotism on behalf of the people of North-
east India.

"None of the villagers, however, would
ever complain while donating food items
free of cost, even though their economic
condition was not good enough. In addition,
most of the villagers were mobilised as por-
ters. Their job was to supply rations, arms
and ammunition to various destinations of
INA.They wererisking theirown lives while
fulfilling responsibilities. Apart from this,
theyusedtodovarieties of workslikedigging
soil and setting up camps on hills, making
raw materials available and many such
things,” Swuro ji summed up.

"As per Netaji's order, I as DB, had to fre-
quentlyvisit nearbyvillagesto collectrations
for Azad Hind Fauj. The ration collected was
stored at a local place called Vuta Choku or
Japan Wobu Ku. Popularly named as Japan
Pig Stock Centre, from where various INA
and Japanese soldiers were provided with
rations," explained Swuro ji.

Both the brothers Poswuyi and Vesuyi
were leading the INA and Japanese army
from the front. "Once we received reports of
the presence of a large number of British
troops while marching towards Zunheboto
on such a mission. We had no other options
left, buttowaitat nightat Satakhawhichwas
50kilometres from Ruzazhoand eventually,

we were forced to return back to the base
camp.

Onourwayback, the British troops tracked
andattacked usnearthevillage of Dzulhami
killing three Japanese soldiers and a Naga
soldier on the spot, the rest of us returned
back safely saving our precious lives,"
Poswuyi's eyes welled up in tears as he
recalled.

What was most heartening was when
Poswuyiexplainedinhistearfuleyes, "Atthe
end of nine days before bidding adieu Ruza-
zho, Netajitold thevillagersin hislast speech
thatafterwinning the waragainstthe British,
hewould comebacktothisvillage againand
make arrangements for the construction of
school, hospital, whilefacilitatingroad devel-
opmentworkanddrinkingwater connections
through pipes. These things are still remem-
bered by the villagers through oral stories."

A little quieter, taking a deep breath,
Poswuyi continued, "Alas ! Netaji did not
return, his dream of rural development
remaining unfulfilled. And still, some inno-
centvillagers believe that one day Netaji will
definitelyreturnbacktoRuzazho."His throat
was suffocating while uttering these words.
Infact,Poswuyi's memorywasvery touching.

The Evening at Netaji Memorial House:

The everyoung maninspirit Shri Poswuyi
jihad so much to offer us - memory, history,
inspiration and dream. But we could not be
merciless to him. We took leave from him
and walked around the village with Vekho,
turninga perfect guide tous. We went tothe
historic place where Netaji had addressed
the villagers for the first time. We met with
two more villagers who had assisted INA,
stillaliveand still energetic, especially while
recalling their hero Subhash. We walked
further into the village and in the middle of
the traditional houses, the memorial house
where Netaji had stayed for nine days and
nine nights was there. This was a traditional
house of Naga design having the thatched
roofs meeting at top of the triangle and the
base of this triangle was obviously the base
ofthehouse-quitebeautifulastructure.......
Dr. Sunil Mohanty!

OurgreathostVekholed usintothe memo-
rial house. We saw many old and extremely
bigrice storage baskets made outofbamboo,
the kitchen where food was prepared for
Netaji and the cot on which Netaji was rest-
ing upon. It was truly a great feeling to see
those things related to Netaji. A tremendous
vibration ofunique kind wastobe feltinside.
[ took a little soil of the house and put it on
my forehead. Thatwasaspontaneous tribute
to the Great Hero.

The whole village of youth, women, chil-
drenand even the old, had gathered in front
of Netaji memorial house for the special
cultural program. About hundreds of young
male and women participated in a beautiful
traditional war dance wearing traditional
attire with swords in their hands. The mes-
merizing sound they were uttering was
truly unique, never heard before. The wom-
en of Ruzazho performed a unique tradi-
tional song cumdance 'Loz  li' which they
used to sing while weaving their traditional
garments in different phases, from making
thread out of raw cotton to making garment
from thread. That was really so lovely a way
of working, relaxing and upholding their
great cultural legacy at the same time........
Dr. Sunil Mohanty!

Nestledinthe scenic Phekdistrict of Naga-
land, Ruzazho Village is a hidden gem with
arichhistoricaltapestry.Thevillageisknown
forits tribal affiliation with the Chakhesang
community, one of the major Naga tribes.

Located approximately 78 kilometers from
Kohima, the state capital, Ruzazhoisaserene
settlement surrounded by lush green hills
and picturesque landscapes.

One of the worst and toughest battles
during the Second World War was fought in
the year 1944 between the two colonial
empires viz British and Japan at Kohima in
the heart of Naga soil, also known as "The
Battle of Kohima." Unfortunately, many of
thereal struggles and stories at ground zero
werenever soughtafterand putintorecords.
Hence, most of the stories fed to us are more
of one-sided stories from the victors' point
of view. Things have changed at present
whereby the educated Nagas are pursuing
in documenting all those oral stories into
writings and recordings (both audio and
videos).

Ruzazho Village thus has the legacy of
being the first village liberated from British
control by Azad Hind Fauj and Subhas Chan-
dra Bose. In recognition of the efforts and
service rendered by the Nagas towards the
Japanese and Azad Hind Fauj, a tablet was
erected at Ruzazho village when the Vice
President of India, M. Venkaiah Naidu, vis-
ited the village in 2021.

In this picturesque village of Ruzazho,
Nagaland, 13 Assam Rifles have embarked
on a heartfelt mission to weave the threads
of national unity and bring the local com-
munity closer toa unified identity of nation-
alism. The overall endeavours, marked by
compassion and dedication, resonate deep-
lywithinthe hearts of the villagers, creating
lasting bonds of trust and mutual respect.

TheBattle of Kohimawasafierce,64-day
World War II battle in April-June 1944 in
Kohima, India, where British and Indian
forcesrepelled aJapanese offensive thataimed
to advance into India. Considered a turning
pointand one of Britain's greatestbattles, the
fighting was intense and brutal, with close-
quarters combat, heavy casualties, and
critical defense of key positionslike Garrison
Hill. The battle was partofthelargerJapanese
Operation U-Go offensive and resulted in a
decisive Allied victory,stopping the Japanese
advance into India and protecting Allied
supply lines.

Japanese Offensive: In 1944, the Japanese
Fifteenth Army launched Operation U-Go,
aiming to destroy British and Indian forces
in Imphal and Kohima, as well as disrupt
Allied preparations for aneventual offensive
into Burma.

StrategicImportance: Kohimawas crucial
becauseit provided aroute into the Brahma-
putra Valley and access further into India,
threatening to cut off Allied supply lines.

Key Events and Characteristics: Intense
Fighting: The battle involved brutal, close-
quarters combat in the monsoon-affected
jungle,withwidespread use of hand-to-hand
combat, phosphorus grenades, and snipers.

Siege of Kohima: For a period, Britishand
Indian soldiers were besieged in Kohima,
with fierce fighting for key positions such as
the tennis court of the Deputy Commis-
sioner's bungalow.

Reinforcements: Allied reinforcements,
including 161 Brigade, arrived on April 19th,
breaking the siege and allowing the Allies to
counterattack.

Turning Point: The battle became the
turning point of the Japanese invasion, halt-
ing their advance into India.

The Azad Hind Fauj, also known as the
Indian National Army (INA), was an armed
force founded by Indian nationalists during
WorldWarlltofightforIndia'sindependence
from British rule. Led by Subhas Chandra
Bose, the army was formed primarily from
Indian prisoners of war captured by the
Japanese in Southeast Asia and Indian civil-
ians living abroad. It was established with
supportfromtheJapanese Empire and oper-
ated primarily from Singapore, serving as a
potent symbol of patriotism and a key com-
ponent of India's freedom struggle.

SubhasChandraBose played a pivotalrole
in reorganizing and leading the Azad Hind
Fauj, makingita powerful forceintheIndian
independence movement.

The army was initially formed in 1942
with support from Japan, but it gained sig-
nificant momentum and a renewed focus
underBose'sleadershipinSingaporein 1943.

The AzadHind Faujwas composed of tens
of thousands of Indian prisoners of war and
civilians, who volunteered to fight for the
liberation of their country!

ivemeblood,andIwillgiveyoufreedom!"
and "Whenwestand, the Azad Hind Fauj has
to be like a wall of granite; when we march,
the Azad Hind Fauj has to be like a steam-
roller"..........Subash Chander Bose!
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BLUEBERRY

Recall Upgraded Over
Listeria Risk

- The Food and Drug Administration

- (FDA) issuedits highest-levelrisk warning
“overarecentrecall of hundreds of boxes
of organic blueberries due to possible
isteria contamination.

AlmaPak Intemational LLC, aGeorgia-
sed food manufacturer, issued a vol-
ntary recall for 400 boxes of organic
blueberries weighing 30 pounds each.
The boxes were primarily shippedto one
customer in North Carolina.

The manufacturer initiated the recall
on June 9 after receiving positive test
resulfsforListeriamonocytogenesfollow-
ing routine testing. The affected boxes
include the Lotnumbers 13325 G1060 and
13325 G1096.

On July 1, the FDA issued a Class
1Trusted Source risk classification for the
recall, whichindicates “asituationin which
thereis areasonable probability thatthe
use of, orexposure to, aviolative product
will cause serious adverse health conse-
quences or death.”

Healthline couldn’t reach Alma Pak
forcomment, butthe company told News-
week in a statement that “the affected
productwasfully recoveredpriortoreach-
ingthe retailmarket. As aresult, no prod-
uctwassoldto consumers, andthere was
no risk to public health.”

“Alma Pak International has imple-
mented additional corrective actions
andpreventive controlstofurtherstrength-
enitsalready rigorousfoodsafety systems.
All products at Aima Pak undergo com-
prehensive testing, in additionto astrong
environmental monitoring program. In
response tothe incident, intensified vec-
tor sampling was conducted to support
the company’s proactive ‘seek and de-
stroy’ commitment. Allsubsequentsam-
ples collected during this enhanced
monitoring process tested negative for

Listeriamonocytogenes, further confirm-
ing the effectiveness of the food safety
program,” the statement continued.

What to know about listeria

Foods contaminated with Listeria
monocytogenes may leadtofoodborne
illnesses ranging from mild to severe
symptoms.

Less severe symptoms oflisteriainfec-
tion (listeriosis) generally resolve in 1-3
days and typically include:

m fever
B naused and vomiting
m diarrhea

B muscle ache

When foodborne illness from listeria
contamination becomes severe, it can
belife-threatening. These symptoms may
include:

m headaches, neck stiffness

m confusion, loss of balance

m  convulsions

Severe infections are particularly
dangerousfornewborns, adultsoverage
65 and those with weakened immune
systems.

Young infants, pregnant people,
older adults over 65, and immunocom-
promised individuals are most at risk for
severe illness from listeria.

If you experience flu-like symptoms or
develop any ofthe above symptoms after
eating, it’simportant o contact your doc-
tor right away. Early freatment for listeria
infection can help prevent severe iliness.

How does listeria bacteria grow?

Despite the FDA'srecently issued high-
level risk warning for blueberries, the
general public need not panic.

“Blueberries are generally safe for
consumption. While contamination can
happen, it’s rare, and proper handling
usually keeps the risk very low,” said Mi-

chelle Routhenstein, MS, a registered
dietitian with Entirely Nourished, special-
izing in heart disease.

Whilethe overallriskislow, Listeriamono-
cytogenes may develop in food products
during the manufacturing process.

“Listeria can grow if the berries come
info contact with contaminated water,
dirty equipment, orunclean surfaces dur-
ing harvesting or packaging. It can also
growifthe berries aren’tkept coldenough
or if workers don’t follow proper hygiene
practices,” Routhenstein told Healthline.

“Listeriacan also spread through
cross-contamination. This occurs when
ready-to-eat foods come into contact
with surfaces or equipment that have
been contaminated with the bacteria.
For example, using the same cutting
board for raw meat and then for fruit or
vegetables without proper cleaning
can lead to contamination and poten-
tialillness,” she said.

How to lower your risk of listeria

You can minimize your risk of listeria
contamination in blueberries and other
fresh fruits by washing them thoroughly
under running water before preparing,
cooking, or eating them.

Routhenstein suggested using apro-
duce brush to wash any fruits with firm
skins or rinds.

She noted that properly storing fruits
inthe refrigeratorand keepingthemaway
fromraw meats and otherpossible sourc-
es of contamination can also help lower
one’s risk.

“I’s also important to eat them with-
in a few days and to clean your hands,
kitchen surfaces, and containers before
and after handling fresh produce,” she
advised.

Courtesy Healthline

Rising Heat Fuels Dengue Spread to New Regions

m Rodielon Putol

There’s aheat-driven health cri-
sis creeping in - not with coughing
or feversinadoctor’s office, but with
buzzing mosquitoes.

Dengue fever, adisease that used
to stick mostly to tropical zones, is
breakingborders and heading toward
cities and countries that never had
toworry aboutitbefore. Thereason?
It's getting warmer.

Dengue is far more than a nui-
sance. The illness often starts with
high fever, headaches,and body aches.
In some cases, it spiralsintointernal

bleeding, organ failure, and death.

Once mostly seen in places like
Brazil and the Philippines, it's now
ontracktoaffect millions more across
both Asia and the Americas.

Until now, scientists had a pret-
ty good hunch that heat played a
role in dengue’s spread. What this
new study makes clear is just how
bigthatroleis - and how dangerous
the trend could become.

The analysis looked at 1.4 million
records of dengue across 21 countries,
mainly in Central and South Amer-
ica, plus Southeast and South Asia.
Theresearch shows that even small

increases in average temperature
arealready making dengue infections
worse and more widespread.

“The effects of temperature were
much larger than I expected,” said
Marissa Childs, the lead author from
the University of Washington. “Even
small shifts in temperature can have
abigimpact for dengue transmission,
and we're already seeing the finger-
print of climate warming.”

Dengue doesn’t spread well in
justany heat. It thrives in a narrow
band of temperatures. The peak
danger zone? Around 82°F. That's
the sweet spot where mosquitoes

are mostactive and the dengue virus
replicates fast.

This means that as previously
cooler cities and regions warm up,
they’re becoming perfect breeding
grounds for mosquitoes that carry
dengue. Thisincludes major popula-
tion centers in Mexico, Peru, and
Brazil. Many are just now reaching
that danger zone, and that’s where
the biggest spikes are expected.

The study found that hotter areas
already above this optimal tem-
perature might actually see slight
dips in dengue spread. But those
declines don’t come close to cancel-

ing out the massive increases else-
where. The total global impact is
still a steep rise in infections.

Between 1995 and 2014, warm-
er temperatures were responsible
for 18% of dengue infections across
the 21 countries studied. That’s not
afuture estimate - it’s already hap-
pened.

Based on current rates, over 4.6
million extradengue cases have been
caused by climate-driven warming
every year.

Looking ahead, things could get
worse, and fast. Depending on how
much greenhouse gasemissionsrise,

cases could jump another 49% to 76%
by 2050. That means more than dou-
ble the current number of dengue
infections in places that are already
home to over 260 million people.
“Many studies have linked tem-
perature and dengue transmission,”
said Erin Mordecai, senior author of
the study. “What’s unique about this
work is that we are able to separate
warming from all the other factors
that influence dengue - mobility,
land use change, populationdynam-
ics - to estimate its effect on the
real-world dengue burden.”
earth.com
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Sufi Coordination Committee, Ehsaas Foundation Pay
Tribute to Ghulm hmad Sfi on 20th eath Anniversary

Srinagar, Tuesday
16-September-2025

B @headlinestodaynews

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly written as MOHD HUSSAIN
MANSOOR PANDITH in the qualification certificate/ documents
while my correct name is MOHAMMAD HUSSAIN MANSOOR
S/0 GHULAM MOHAMMAD PANDITH which needs to be corrected
If anybody having any objection in this regard he /she may
file his/her objection in the office of concerned authorities
within seven days from the publication of this notice after that
no objection will be entertained.

Name....MOHAMMAD HUSSAIN MANSOOR
S/0 GHULAM MOHAMMAD PANDITH

R/0O ATHOORA

Distt....BARAMULLA

m  HT News Desk €7 generations to come.”

Vice Chairman of Ehsaas
Foundation, Burhan Nazir, in his
message said: “Remembering
Sofi Sahab is not just about
recallinga greatartist but about
preserving and continuing the
message of love, peace, and
spirituality that he spread
through his music.”

Theorganisationsalso pledged
to work collectively for the pres-
ervation of Kashmiriart, culture,
and Sufitraditions, ensuring that
Sofi’s legacy continues to inspire

i -d LA ‘_‘l'-ﬂ"‘-’
SRINAGAR, SEP 15: The Sufi - o -
Coordination Committee in col-
laboration with Ehsaas Founda-
tion today paid rich tributes to
the legendary Kashmiri Sufi
singer, Ghulam Ahmad Sofi, on
his 20th death anniversary. Sofi,
who passed away on September
15, 2005, is remembered for his
soulful voice and immense con-
tributionin keeping the tradition
of Kashmiri Sufi music alive.

On this occasion, members of

Public Notice

This is for the information of the general public that I

toechointhe hearts of Kashmiris.
His contribution to Kashmiri Sufi
music is timeless and will for-

miri Sufi music.
Akhtar Hussain, Chairman of
the Sufi Coordination Committee,

Sahab’s graveyard, where they
offered floral tributes, prayers,
and Fatihainremembrance of his

both organizations visited Sofi

invaluable contribution to Kash-

said: “SofiSahab’s voice continues

ever remain an inspiration for

future generations.

"One Nation-One Agriculture & One Team";

NAC-RA Conference 2025 Inagurated By
Shivraj Shing Chauhan in Delhi

m HT News Desk / PIB

NEW DELHI, SEP 15: Union Min-
ister of Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan
today inaugurated the two-day
‘National Agriculture Conference -
Rabi Abhiyan 2025’ at Pusa, New
Delhi. For the first time, the Rabi
Conference is being organised as a
two-day event. The theme of the
conferenceis “One Nation - One Agri-
culture - One Team.”

Addressing the inaugural session,
the Union Minister said there would
be no shortage of food grains, fruits,
and vegetables in the country, and
expressed his resolve to make India
the “food basket of the world.” He
noted that agriculture in India is
growing at 3.7 percent, the highest
in the world, due to the efforts of
farmers, scientists, and supportive
policies.

Shri Chouhan underlined the
need for joint action by the Centre
and States, strict measures against
spurious fertilisers and seeds, and
greater focus on effective agricul-

tural extension. He urged wider
coverage under the Pradhan Man-
triFasal Bima Yojana,and announced
that the Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhi-
yan will be carried out again in
October.

The conference is being attended

by senior officials, ICAR scientists,
state representatives, farmer organ-
isations, and experts.Union Agricul-
ture Secretary Dr. Devesh Chaturve-
diandICARDirector General Dr. M.L.
Jatalso addressed the inaugural ses-
sion.

The Jammu And Kashmir

Board Of School Education
Sub Office Baramulla

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis hereby noticed that my father's name has been incorrectly
in my school records, as Mohammad Altaf Mir while his correct
name is Altaf Ahmad, Mir , now i have applied for the correction.
If anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/
her objection at The Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education
sub Office Baramulla Within a period of 07 days after that no
objection will be accepted.

Name: FARDEEN ALTAF MIR

S/0: ALTAF AHMAD MIR

ROLL NO 307032038 SESSION
ANNUAL YEAR 2024 /25

R/O: PAZWALPORA

RAFIABAD POST OFFICE ZETHEN
DIST BARAMULLA

intend to apply for the Date of Birth Certificate of my ward
Visal Fatima, D/o Ajaz Ali Mir and Chesfeeda Akhtar, whose
date of birth is 25/03/2018.

If anyone has any objection, they may file the same in the
office of Block Development Officer, Singhpora Pattan within
seven days from the date of publication of this notice. No
objection shall be entertained thereafter.

Ajaz Ali Mir
(Father of Visal Fatima)

Public Notice

This is for the information of the general public that I
intend to apply for the Date of Birth Certificate of my ward
Amber Zehra, D/o Ajaz Ali Mir and Chesfeeda Akhtar, whose
date of birth is 07/06/2017.

If anyone has any objection, they may file the same in the
office of Block Development Officer, Singhpora Pattan, within
seven days from the date of publication of this notice. No
objection shall be entertained thereafter.

Ajaz Ali Mir
(Father of Amber Zehra)

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly written as MOHD HUSSAIN
MANSOOR PANDITH in the qualification certificate/ documents
while my correct name is MOHAMMAD HUSSAIN MANSOOR
S/0 GHULAM MOHAMMAD PANDITH which needs to be corrected
If anybody having any objection in this regard he /she may
file his/her objection in the office of concerned authorities
within seven days from the publication of this notice after that
no objection will be entertained.

Name....MOHAMMAD HUSSAIN MANSOOR
S/0 GHULAM MOHAMMAD PANDITH

Public Notice

This is for the information of the general public that I
intend to apply for the Date of Birth Certificate of my ward
Midhat Zehra, D/o Fida Hussain Rather and Rubeena Akhter,
whose date of birth is 12/08/2018.

If anyone has any objection, they may file the same in the
office of Block Development Officer, Singhpora Pattan within
seven days from the date of publication of this notice. No
objection shall be entertained thereafter.

Fida Hussain Rather
(Father of Midhat Zehra)

R/O ATHOORA
Distt....BARAMULLA

Public Notice

This is for the information of the general public that I
intend to apply for the Date of Birth Certificate of my ward
Shajraan Ali Rather, S/o Fida Hussain Rather and Rubeena
Akhter, whose date of birth is 20/06/2020.

If anyone has any objection, they may file the same in the
office of Block Development Officer, Singhpora Pattan, within
seven days from the date of publication of this notice. No
objection shall be entertained thereafter.

Fida Hussain Rather
(Father of Shajraan Ali Rather)

Comm. SMC reviews
& finalizes preparations for
celebration of ‘Sewa Parv’
& ‘Angikaar-2025’

m  HT News Desk/ DIPR

Javid Dar reviews status
of NH-44 restoration
Stresses on priority movement
for fruit-laden trucks
m  HT News Desk / DIPR

Public Notice

1, Rubeena Akhtar C/O Ghulam Ahmad, resident of Sallar,
Anantnag, Pehalgam, hereby inform the general public that
my name has been wrongly mentioned as Rubeena Jan C/O
Ghulam Ahmad.

My correct name is Rubeena Akhtar C/O Ghulam Ahmad.

Both names refer to the same person.

Sd/- Rubeena Akhtar

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: A meeting to review and finalize
the arrangements for the celebration of ‘Sewa Parv’ and
‘Angikaar-2025’ was today convened under the chairman-
ship of Commissioner, Srinagar Municipal Corporation
(SMC), Faz Lul Haseeb, here.

Commissioner emphasized that ‘Sewa Parv, scheduled
to be observed from 17th September to 2nd October 2025,
reflectsthespirit of publicservice,community participation,
and collective responsibility. He further underlined that
‘Angikaar-2025, continuing through the end of October, is
aimed at strengtheningcitizen engagementand promoting
sustainable development initiatives across the city.

During the meeting, detailed deliberations were held
on the proposed activities, awareness campaigns, and
outreach programs to ensure maximum involvement of
citizens and stakeholders. Commissioner directed all
concerned officers to work in close coordination and
ensure that the activities are conducted in an organized
and impactful manner.

It was informed that as part of the celebrations, sev-
eralinitiatives will be undertaken under flagship schemes
of the Government of India, including PMAY-U, PM

4 SVANidhi, DAY-NULM, AMRUT,NCAP and SBM 2.0.These
7 willencompass housing facilitation and awareness under
PMAY, support and credit linkages for street vendors

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: Minister for Agriculture
Production, Rural Development, Panchayati Raj,
Cooperative and Election Departments, Javid Ahmad
Dar, today undertook an extensive tour of National
Highway-44 (NH-44) to assess the status of fruit-
laden truck movement and review infrastructure
challenges affecting transportation.

The Minister interacted directly with truck driv-
ers, traders, and transport officials at Qazigund,
emphasizing the need to give top priority to fruit-
laden trucks to prevent delays and safeguard the
interests of farmers and traders.

During the visit, he also inspected damaged
stretches of the highway in Udhampur district,
reviewing ongoing repair works and coordination

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Executive Engineer
(R&B) Division Awantipora

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
NIT No: 57/EEA/R&B of 2025-26/4237-47 | Dated: 15 -09-2025

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from
approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt.,, CPWD, Railways sand other State/Central Governments for the
following works:-

S. No Adv. Cost (Rs. In Lacs)
1. Repair and Renovation of AEE Residential Quarter Pampore. 1.95 200/-

T.D Cost | Time Class
25 days | DEE

Name of Work

Earnest money (In Rupees): 2% of Adv. Cost

M.H of Account: 2216(023-M&R)FY 2025-26

Project Authority: PWD (R&B)

Position Of AAA: Accorded vide No: Authorization No: ARD/CESK/2025-26/42 Dated: 19/08/2025.

Position of funds: Committed

The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities
(B.0.Q),Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www
jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

between agencies to ensure smooth and safe traffic
flow.

DIG Udhampur Sridhar Patil and other senior
officers briefed the Minister about the restoration

works and traffic clearance in Udhampur particu- :
. 1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 15-09-2025

larly the Tharad -Balli Nallah stretch where exten-
sive damages have occurred 2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 15-09-2025

SSP Udhampur Amod Ashok Nagpure; SSP Traf- 3 Bid submission Start Date 16-09-2025
I Elyt S e Ty e e ST 4 Bid Submission End Date 25-09-2025 4:00 PM
also present during the visit of Minister. - - - .

Earlier, during the tour, the Minister also chaired 5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 26-09-2025 12:00 PM

areview meeting at DC Office Ramban, which was
attended by DDC Chairperson Dr. Shamshad Shan;
MLA Banihal Sajjad Shaheen; MLA Anantnag East-
Shangus,Reyaz Ahmad Khan; MLA, Anantnag West,
AbdulMajeed Bhat; Deputy Commissioner Ramban,
Mohammad Alyas Khan, SSP Ramban Arun Gupta
and other senior officers.

The Deputy Commissioner briefed the Minister
on measures taken to ease congestion, particularly
between Banihal and Nashri, and on arrangements
made for meals and support services to stranded
drivers and passengers by the district administra-
tion, J&K Police, and NHAI.

Minister Dar urged the Deputy Commissioner
and SSP to personally monitor traffic management
on NH-44 and ensure uninterrupted passage for
fruit-laden trucks, reiterating the government’s
commitment to minimizing losses to the farming
community.

®© 00 ©

1. Every participating contractor to mandatorily disclose the bank account number which is linked with their GSTIN at the time
of bid submission. No payments shall be released by the Government Department/Agency to any other bank account except the
one linked with the GST registered number of the successful bidder. (As per circular No. 01(ADM) FD of 2025 Dated 08-07-2025 of
J&K Finance Department )

(The participating contractor may disclose his Bank Account as per the format, devised as Annexure- A of the NIT and submit/
upload the same accordingly at the time of submission of the bid).

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan (Dated between bid submission start
date and bid submission end date) with NIT No. , Serial No. and name of work to be deposited in M.H. 0059 in favour of Executive
Engineer R&B Division Awantipora (tender inviting authority)

3. All the bidders must upload Earnest money /Bid security equal to 2% of advertised cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged
to Executive Engineer R&B Division Awantipora (tender receiving authority) (The Date of earnest money/Bid security should be
between the Bid Submission start date and Bid submission End date, otherwise bids shall be rejected).

4. The Successful bidder will have to provide performance security @ 5% of contract value in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged
to Executive Engineer R&B Division Awantipora (tender receiving authority)as per rule-171 (I) of GFR 2017. The earnest money/
Bid security @2% shall be released to thesuccessful bidder only on receipt ofPerformance Security @ 5% of Contract value which
shall be released after successful completion of DLP /maintenance period.

under PM SVANidhi, livelihood promotion through DAY-
NULM, awareness on water conservation and urban
infrastructure under AMRUT, air quality improvement
campaigns under NCAP, and intensified cleanliness and
anti-plastic drives under SBM 2.0.

Senior officers of the Corporation and representatives
from allied departments were present in the meeting
and shared their valuable inputs. Commissioner called
all participants toensure smooth execution of the planned
activities, while reiterating the significance of spreading
awareness about various welfare schemes and encourag-
ing active community participation.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
R&B Division Awantipora

DIPK: 6246/25 | Dated: 15-09-2025
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39th NCORD meeting

DC Budgam urges community-driven fight; calls for
stronger enforcement & rehabilitation measures

77 Kanals & 18 Marlas of Wild Cannabis destroyed this Month; 38 FIRs lodged against culprits, 35 challaned

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

BUDGAM, SEPTEMBER 15:
The 39th District-Level NCORD
(Narco Coordination) Committee
meeting was today convened at
the DCoffice Budgam under the
chairmanship of Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Dr. Bilal Mohi-
Ud-DinBhat toreview measures
taken against drug abuse, and
to chart fresh strategies for a
drug-free Budgam.

At the outset, DCreviewed
the action taken on previous
NCORD directions. It was in-
formed that wild cannabis has
been destroyed on 77 kanals
and 18 marlas of land along
major roads and embankments
across the district during this
month, while 38 FIRs have been
registered, 35 challans against

culprits engaged in illicit cul-
tivation.

DC called for a multi-
pronged strategy of deterrence,
enforcement, treatment, and
awareness. Hedirected all line
departments to intensify ef-
fortsagainst narcotics cultiva-
tionand peddling. He instruct-
ed the BDOs, EOs, Agriculture
and Excise departments to
ensure thatall roads, embank-
ments, and panchayat areas
are cleared of cannabis and
poppy cultivation.

He lauded earlier efforts but
urged for continuous, proactive
and visible action so that people
develop confidence in the ad-
ministration's resolve.

Dr Bilal stressed that 100%
CCTV coverage and Computer-
ized Billing Systems (CBS) must

be ensured in all drug stores
across the district for transpar-
ency and accountability. It was
informed that Budgam has 630

retail and 225 wholesale chem-
ist outlets, all of which remain
under strict monitoring. DC di-
rected the Assistant Drug Con-

troller to conduct frequent in-
spections and take strict action
against violators.

Itwas also given out that 117
calls have been received on the
Tele-MANAS mental health
helpline, showing its growing
role in providing psychological
and community support.

DCcalled for further public-
ity of such services so that peo-
ple battling addiction or mental
health challenges can seek help
confidentially.

DCfurtherdirected the Excise
Officer to work in close coordi-
nation with Revenue and Police
for destruction of illicit crops
and lodging of FIRs.

SDMs were directed to hold
meetings withreligious scholars
and community stakeholders at

the sub-divisional level to en-
courage sermons against drug
abuse and formation of ‘Nasha-
Mukt Panchayats.’

Rural Development Depart-
ment was directed to organize
Gram Sabhas dedicated todrug
abuse awareness. DSWO was
instructed to conduct mega
IEC drives across villages,
towns, and schools for mass
awareness.

CMO Budgam was directed
to ensure 24x7 availability of
medicalfacilities at the Addiction
Treatment Facility (ATF) in Dis-
trict Hospital Budgam.

Reiterating the zero-tolerance
approach, DC said that district
administration will continue to
act tough on peddlers, narcotic
crop cultivators, and traffickers
with strict punitive action, while

simultaneously extendingevery
possible handholding to victims
of addiction.

He further said that this war
cannotbe wonby administration
alone; it requires cooperation,
coordination, and collaboration
of departments, civil society,
community leaders, parents,
teachers,and religious scholars.

DC underlined that there is
a need for adopting a holistic,
community-drivenapproachto
eliminate drugs from Budgam
as a whole.

The meeting was attended
by ADCBudgam, SDM Beerwah,
SDM Chadoora, Assistant Drug
Control Officer, DYSPHQs, Prin-
cipals of Government Degree
Colleges, Executive Officers of
Municipal Committees, and
other concerned stakeholders.

BGSBU observes Engineers’ Day
University Registrar delivers Lecture on Advancements in
Foundation Engineering

m HT News Desk / DIPR

RAJOURI, SEP 15: Baba Ghulam
Shah Badshah University (BGSBU)
today celebrated Engineers’ Day with
great fervor and enthusiasm to pay
tribute to the legendary engineer
and Bharat Ratna awardee, Sir M.
Visvesvaraya on his birth anniver-
sary.

Onthe occasion, aseries of events
were organized by the Department
of Civil Engineering, including in-
teractive sessions, lectures and
discussions highlighting the con-
tribution of engineers in nation-
building and technological advance-
ment.

Registrar BGSBU Abhishek Sharma
also joined the celebrations and de-
livered a special lecture to the 7th
semester Civil Engineering students,
wherein he shared insights on profes-

sional ethics, innovation in engineer-
ing, and the importance of adopting

modern practices to address contem-
porary challenges.

The Registrarencouraged the stu-
dents toimbibe the spirit of dedication,
creativity and problem-solving, which
define the engineering profession. He
stressed upon the role of young engi-
neers in contributing to sustainable
development and transforming soci-
ety through innovation.

The faculty members appreciated
the Registrar’s interaction with stu-
dents, noting that suchinitiatives serve
asamotivation for budding engineers
toexcel academically and profession-
ally.

The event concluded with a vote
ofthanks by Er. Vaseem Ahmed, HOD,
CivilEngineering. He expressed grat-
itude to all participants and reiter-
ated the university’s commitment to
nurturing competent and socially
responsible engineers.

GCW Parade hosts Induction Programme

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

JAMMU, SEP 15: The Government
College forWomen(GCW)Parade Ground
hosted an impressive Induction Pro-
gramme forthe newly admitted students
of Semester-1(Session 2025-26),aimed
at welcoming the fresh entrants and
familiarizing them with the academic
framework, facilities, and values that
the college stands for.

The programmebeganwithawarm
welcome from the Principal, Dr. Rav-
ender Kumar Tickoo, who congratu-
lated the students for securing admis-
sion in one of the region’s premier
women'’s educational institutions. In
his address, he emphasized the im-
portance of discipline, commitment,
and academic rigor. He also high-
lighted the college’s achievements
across academics, co-curricular, and
extracurricular fields, encouraging
students to actively engage in holistic

for Freshers

developmentand to uphold the insti-
tution’s legacy.

Faculty members provided a de-
tailed introduction to the curriculum
structure, explaining the Major Course,
Minor Course, Multidisciplinary Course,
Value-Added Course,and Skill Enhance-
ment Course. They also elaborated on
the examination patterns, library
resources, sportsinfrastructure, ICT-
enabled classrooms, and student sup-
port services including NSS, NCC,
career counselling, and skill develop-
mentinitiatives. The sessions empha-
sized the importance of value-based
education, gender sensitization, and
leadership development to prepare
students forboth academicand profes-
sional challenges.

Special awareness sessions were
conducted toensure students are well-
informed about anti-ragging regula-
tions, grievance redressal mechanisms,
andinstitutional safety measures. The

students were also guided about ac-
cessing laboratories, research oppor-
tunities, sports facilities, cultural
activities,and various welfare schemes
that support their growth.

Coordinators from different com-
mitteesand clubs encouraged students
to actively participate in academic
forums, cultural events, community
service,and leadershiproles, assuring
them that these experiences will help
build confidence and expand their
horizons.

The programme was executed
under the supervision of Prof. Anjali
Abrol (Dean Academic Affairs), with
valuable support from all the Deans
ofthe College—Dr.RituMangotra(Dean
Humanities), Dr. Sanjeet Kour (Dean
Sciences), Dr. Alpana(Dean Research),
Prof. Samta Sharma (Dean Social Sci-
ences), and Dr. Sunita Raina (Dean
Commerce)—ensuringaseamlessand
structured orientation experience.

GCOE Jammu celebrates
Hindi Diwas

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

District NCORD meeting: DC Srinagar reviews anti-drug measures

Emphasises unified strategy to tackle drug menace

JAMMU, SEP 15: The Department of Hindi and
IQAC Government College of Education organized a
series of engaging events, including a Poetry Recita-
tion and Slogan Writing competition to celebrate
Hindi Diwas. The events, aimed at promoting the
richness and significance of the Hindilanguage, were
aresounding success, with enthusiastic participation
from students and faculty alike.

The event saw impressive participation, with
students delivering powerful poetry that celebrated
Hindi’s cultural and literary heritage. The Slogan
writing competition was equally compelling, with
students displaying creativity and passion in their
thought-provoking slogans on the theme of “Koti
Koti Kantho ki Madhur Swaradhara, Hindi Hai Humari,
Hindustan Humara.”

The program was inaugurated by the College
Principal, Dr. Jyoti Parihar, who congratulated the
Department of Hindi for organizing the series of
events that not only highlighted the importance of
the Hindi language but also encouraged students to
actively participate in preserving and promoting
their cultural heritage.

The keynote address was delivered by Dr. Satish
Sharma, a respected linguist and faculty member,
who spoke about the enduring significance of the
Hindi language in shaping India’s national identity.

The events were skillfully organized by Prof. Bal-
wan Singh, the program coordinator, who also took

SRINAGAR, SEP 15: Ameeting
of District Level Committee on
Narco Coordination Centre (NCORD)
was today held under the chair-
manship of the Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC)Srinagar, Akshay Labroo
here toreview anti-drug measures
and strategizing further intensify-
ing efforts againstdrug abuse and
trafficking in the district.

Senior Superintendent of Police
(SSP), Sandeep Chakravarthy was
also present in the meeting.

The meeting deliberated on
keyissues,including intensifying
anti-drug awareness campaigns,
further strengthening enforcement
measures against drug peddlers
and its trafficking to curb drug
abuse more effectively and tight-
ening the noose around drug ped-

dlers through coordinated and
intensified efforts.

In addition, efforts of district
administration towards enhanced
treatment and rehabilitation fa-
cilities for people affected by sub-
stance abuse were alsodiscussed.

At the outset, DC laid empha-
sison implementing a well-coor-
dinated and unified approach to
effectively address the drug men-
ace and protect society from its
detrimental effects.

DC emphasized for intensify-
ing sustained IEC campaigns across
the district to sensitize masses
particularly youth about detri-
mental and harmful effects ofdrug
abuse. He also laid stress on
strengthening Addiction Treatment
Facilities (ATFs)at SMHS and SKIMS
Beminato ensure better treatment
facilities and proper rehabilitation

of drug victims.

He also stressed that curbing
the menace requires a compre-
hensive approachinvolving strict
enforcement, preventive measures,
community awareness and effec-
tive rehabilitation.

During the meeting, it was

informed thateffortsare underway
to achieve 100% computerised
billing at retail and wholesale
pharmacies across the City. While
security measures are also being
enhanced at ATFs in the district.

Superintendent of Police em-
phasised that as many as 89 cas-

eshavebeenregisteredin Srinagar
district during current year and
165 drug peddlers have been ar-
rested including 46 PITs. Large
quantities of contraband sub-
stances were also seized/recovered
including brown sugar, Heroin,
Charas, Psychotropic Syrup bottles,
PSY capsules/tablets, Fuki, bang/
poppy straw/cannabis were de-
stroyed, in addition to the cash
recovery from the drug peddlers.

The meeting was attended by
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Srinagar, Aadil Fareed; Superin-
tendent of Police,Umar Shah; SDM
East, Chief Education Officer, As-
sistant Labour Commissioner,
District Social Welfare Officer,and
officers of Excise, Drug Control
Organization, DYS&S, Heads of
ATFs at SMHS, SKIMS Bemina and
other concerned.

DLSA, JJB Budgam organize awareness
programme on Juvenile Justice Act-2015

m HT News Desk / DIPR

of safeguarding child rights.

JKEDI conducts Startup Idea Challenge (Boot

Camp) at GDC Women Pulwama
m HT News Desk / DIPR

the opportunity to inspire students with valuable
insights on the career opportunities available to

those proficient in Hindi.

Prof. Singh emphasized the growing demand for
Hindi professionalsin various fields such as publish-
ing, media, translation, content writing and academia.
He encouraged the students to harness their linguis-
tic skills and pursue diverse career paths.

Dr Suraj Prakash from the Urdu department said
that Hindi also symbolizes the composite culture of
India. It is a symbol of Ganga-Jamuna Tahzeeb.

The program concluded with a vote of thanks
delivered by Prof Balwan Singh. Dr Shalini Rana, IQAC
Convener lauded the efforts of the department and
emphasized on the relevance and beauty of the
Hindi language. Dr Rajinder Kour and Dr Rakesh
Bhartialso expressed their views on Hindi Language

and Literature.

®© 00 ©

To enrich the sessions, Zahoor Ahmad

BUDGAM, SEP 15: District Legal Ser-
vices Authority (DLSA) Budgam, in col-
laboration with the Juvenile Justice Board
Budgam, Monday organized an awareness
programme on the Juvenile Justice (Care &
Protection of Children) Act, 2015.

The programme was conducted under
the supervision of O.P. Bhagat, Chairman,
DLSA Budgam, and under the guidance of
Nusrat Ali Hakak, Secretary, DLSABudgam,
and Shaber Ayaz, Principal Magistrate, Ju-
venile Justice Board Budgam.

The primary objective of the programme
was to highlight the key provisions of the
Juvenile Justice Act, with a special focus on
legal protections for children in conflict
with the law, issues related to child cus-
tody and guardianship, and the importance

and Yawar Ali, Assistant Legal Aid Defence
Counselsdeputed by DLSABudgamasresource
persons delivered insightful presentations
andraised awarenessamong the participants.

In his address, Zahoor emphasized that

the Juvenile Justice (Care & Protection of

Children)Act,2015 consolidates and amends
laws concerning childrenin conflict with the
law and those inneed of care and protection.

He noted that the Act promotes a child-
friendly, best-interest approach to reha-
bilitation and social reintegration. It estab-
lishes mechanisms and institutions for this
purpose and mandates registration of all
child care institutions. He further high-
lighted key provisions, including handling
heinous crimes committed by children aged
16-18.

PULWAMA, SEP 15: Jammu & Kashmir
Entrepreneurship Development Institute
(JKEDI), Pulwama, hosted a Startup Idea
Challenge (Boot Camp) today at Government
Degree College (Women), Pulwama, under
the J&K Startup Policy 2024-2027.

The event aimed to inspire entrepre-
neurship, foster innovation, and highlight
opportunities within Jammu & Kashmir’s
vibrant startup ecosystem.

Presided over by Prof. Dr.Sami Jan, Prin-
cipal of GDC(Women) Pulwama, the event
emphasized the significance of the J&K
Startup Policy and the pivotal role of youth
in driving regional innovation.

Raiyees Manzoor, District Nodal Officer,
JKEDIPulwama, engaged with participants,
praising their innovative ideas and urged
themto pursue theirentrepreneurial dreams

with passion.

Syed Gulzar (Associate Professor, Phys-
ics), Dr. Tanveer Bilal (Head, Department
of Bioresources), Suraya Yousuf (Assistant
Professor, Commerce) from GDC Pulwama
(Women),and Ansar Ullah Machloo (Head,
Centre for Startup Finance, JKEDI), alongside
faculty and JKEDI officials were present on
the occasion.

00 ¢

CMK



CM K
2 AHEADLINES

Srinagar, Tuesday

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

16-September-2025

7] @HEADLINESTODAL7

HT - SPORTS

@ @headlinestodaydaily

“ @headlinestoday

®
B @headlinestodaynews ‘ 1 1

"a{'r
- .

Oman’s Sufyan Mehmood
. Lives His Dream After
- Defying Family

m Shashank Kishore

OMAN: For Sufyan Mehmood,
33, playing in the Asia Cup carries
anextralayer of pride. Heis the only
Omaninational inthe current squad,
adistinction that fills him with great
honour. A seam-bowling allround-
er known for his accuracy and
lower-order hitting, Mehmood would
have beenin the UK studying - per-
haps he might have even had a cor-
porate career - if his father had his
wishes. But Mehmood chose to
decline an admission to Loughbor-
ough University to pursue business
administration because he wanted
to play cricket.

"Unlike others who come to Oman
tomake acareer, [ didn't have those
challenges,” Mehmood told ES-
PNcricinfo. "I had all the comforts,
and didn't have to worry about build-
ing a life. But my challenges were
different.

"Everyone in my family were
academically inclined. My older
brotherisadentistat the health min-
istry, my younger brother is a petro-
leum engineer, [and] my younger
sister is also a dentist who runs a
private practice. My father grew up

the ranks from being a salesman to
now being CEO ofacompany he joined
nearly 30 years ago.

"Now, Iguess you canunderstand
what my challenges were: how to
convince my family I wanted to play
cricketinacountry thatdidn't have
a culture. But ever since I started, [
saw kids in school taking up this
new sport, and wanted to play it."

Mehmood first made the Oman
Under-15s, he said, in "2005 or 2006
- I can't remember". What he does
recall, though, is that on his first
tour, to Thailand, he was the Player
of the Match in just his second out-
ing. "It was against Iran, [ was 14
years old."

From there, he made the Under-
17s, and was finally part of the na-
tionalsquadin2009."Thedepthwasn't
as much, so if you did well in one or
two games, you could progress,” he
said. "Straight off that Under-19 tour,
I played for the senior team."

That must have been a massive
moment in his young career, but
because games were far and few,
the significance of that moment
dissipated very quickly.

"WhenIstarted playing cricket,
I didn't know that we would play a

World Cup one day," he said. My
parents wanted me to study. So af-
ter rejecting my offer from Lough-
borough University, I enrolledinan
Omani university that was affili-
ated to another UK university - at
least temporarily my dad was pac-
ified," he said with alaugh. "Iwould
manage my classes, speak to my
professors, tell them I had matches,
and cover it up later. They support-
ed me well." But staying back in
Oman meant figuring out an alter-
nate career too, outside of cricket.

"Domestic cricket here is basi-
cally corporate cricket,” he said.
"Companies will have their teams
in the premier division, they will
hire you and give you a job.

"In my first year, I couldn't find
any job, so I just found one job out-
side cricket, inan event management
company. I played after working
[for] hours. After that year, [ got an
offer from Enhance, who had a
cricket team. I worked for them for
four-fiveyearsin the HR department
before moving to Renaissance Ser-
vices, where I lead the cricket side.
We've won two trophies in the last
two years under me."

ESPNCricinfo
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m  United News of India

LONDON: India concluded a sensa-
tional campaign at the World Boxing Cham-
pionships 2025 in Liverpool today, finishing
with four medals, including two historic
golds. The tournament showcased India’s
risingstatureinwomen'sboxing, withJaismine
Lamboria(57kg)and MinakshiHooda (48kg)
crowned world champions, Nupur Sheoran
(80 kg) claiming silver, and Olympian Pooja
Rani (80kg) returning with bronze.

Jaismine Lamboria, 24,emerged asone
ofthe stars of the tournament. Inthe wom-
en’s 57kg final, she stunned top seed and
Paris 2024 silver medallist Julia Szeremeta
of Poland, winning 4-1 by split decision.
Szeremetastarted aggressively with sharp
counter-attacks, but Jaismine quickly as-
serted control from the second round, using
her height and reach to dictate the pace.
Prior to the final, the southpaw produced
four successive 5-0 victories over notable
opponents, including Olympians Omailyn
Alcala (Venezuela) and Jucielen Romeu
(Brazil), showcasing consistency and com-

posure under pressure.

"This feeling can't be expressed, I'm so
happy to be a world champion,” Jaismine
said. "After my early exit at Paris 2024, I
worked on my technique physically and
mentally. This is the result of a year’s con-
sistent effort."

Minakshi, also 24, created history in
the women'’s 48kg category by edging Ka-
zakhstan's Paris 2024 bronze medallist
Nazym Kyzaibay 4-1 in a closely fought
final. Her triumph, along with Jaismine’s,
marked the firsttime Indian boxersbecame
world champions under the aegis of World
Boxing, the new governing body for the
sport. Previously, Indiachampions like Mary
Kom, NikhatZareen,and LovlinaBorgohain
had wontitles under the earlier federation.

Sheoran narrowly missed out on gold
in the women'’s 80 kg category, losing 3-2
in a split decision to Poland’s Agata Kacz-
marska, thereby settling for silver. Olym-
pianPoojaRani, meanwhile, secured bronze
in the women'’s 80kg after going down 4-1
to Englishwoman Emily Asquith in the
semifinals.
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Remembered On 4th Anniversary

Glowing Tribute Paid fo Aziz Hajni During Grand Function at Tygore Hall on
his Fourth Anniversary, As A Tribute to Our Cultural Sensibility

Team Headlines Today has also paid glowing tribute to Aziz Hajni Sahib

Patron of LUBAAB PUBLICATIONS Group and Headlines Today Newspaper Syed Sad ud Din Saidi remembered him as
the most dynamic personality and lauded his leadership caliber and love towards mother tounge. Chief Editor of daily
Headlines Today Jahangir Bukhari described Aziz Hajni sahibs departure from this world as a huge loss to our literary world as
Aziz Hajni Sahib had devoted his life for the uplifting of our Kashmiri language and he taught us all the way
to revive and preserve the Mother Tongue...... EDITOR IN CHIEF....

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEP 14: A grand ceremo-
ny was held on Sunday at the Tagore Hall,
here, to mark the fourth death anniver-
sary of the late Dr. Aziz Hajni. During the
event, speakers recalled Dr. Hajni's liter-
ary, linguistic, cultural, and social ser-
vices and paid him a magnificent tribute
in glowing terms.

The ceremony was attended by writers,
authors, intellectuals, political and social
figuresfromall over &K, aswellasdignitar-
ies from various sections of society:.

The event commenced with the reci-
tation of the Holy Quran by Rameez
Ahmed, followed by a Naat rendered by
Sagar Sarfaraz.

The first session was presided over by
the renowned writer and intellectual,
Professor Shad Ramzan, while the distin-
guished physician, Dr. Muhammad Sultan
Khuroo, was the Chief Guest. They were
accompaniedin the hallby MLA Beerwah,

Dr. Muhammad Shafi; Professor Naseem
Shafaie; Manshoor Banhali; and the
patron of the Adbee Markaz Kamraz, Dr.
Rafiq Masoodi.

In his welcome address, Shakir Shafi
welcomed all the guests and highlighted
the key aspects of the multifaceted per-
sonality of Aziz Hajni. While mentioning
Hajni's centuries-old literary tradition,
he paid homage to all his predecessors.
During this session, Professor Shafqat
Altaf and Dr. Shahida Shabnam present-
ed insightful papers on Aziz Hajni's liter-
ary contributions. The guests paid a
splendid tribute to Hajni Sahib in their
addresses. Dr. Khuroo congratulated the
Halqa-e-Adab Sonawariand Azhar Hajni
for carrying forward the legacy of his
father Aziz Hajni.

In his presidential address, Professor
Shad Ramzan described Hajini’s poetry
as that of a sensitive and insightful poet,
declaring him a major literary figure.
During this session, the Director of School
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Education, Kashmir, Dr. G.N.Itoo, distrib-
uted certificates and awards among the
students who excelled in the Professor
Mohiuddin Hajni Memorial Essay Writing
Competition. He was accompanied by the
Deputy Chief Education Officer, Bandi-
pora, Dr. G.M. Pujoo, and Sheikh Ghulam
Muhammad.

In this session, Azhar Hajni and the
Provincial President of the National Confer-
ence, Showgat Ahmed Mir, alsoshared their
thoughts. The proceedings of this session
were conducted by Dr. Riyaz-ul-Hassan.

The second session was presided over
by the renowned poet and author of the
subcontinent, Professor Muhammad
Zaman Azurda, while the Deputy Com-
missioner of Kulgam, Athar Aamir Khan,
was the chief guest of this session. They
were accompanied in the session by Was-
eem Raja, Joint Director of the Tourism
Department, RukhsanaJabeen,and Al-Haj
Ghulam Nabi Dar.

During this session, Muzamil Hassan

was awarded the Aziz Hajni Gold Medal
for securing first position in the M.A.
Kashmiri at the Central University for
2024.Subsequently, being discovered by
DrAziz Hajinilong back, Masrat-un-Nisa
was presented witha Certificate of Appre-
ciation for adding a new voice to Kash-
miri music and singing. Shakir Shafi was
awarded a certificate for recently receiv-
ing the honour of Best Teacher. This year's
'Khalat-e-Aziz Hajni' was conferred upon
Aakash AliMuhammad Mir for hisinvalu-
able services in the field of Sufi poetry.
Speakers paid a magnificent tribute
to Aziz Hajni in their addresses. In his
speech, Athar Aamir Khan described
Hajni Sahib as a guardian of the Kash-
mirilanguage and culture, even after his
passing. Waseem Raja also presented a
thoughtfulinsight about the contributions
of Aziz Hajini. On this occasion, in his
presidential address, Professor Azurda
stated that Hajni Sahib remains our guid-
inglight even after his death. He remem-

bered Hajni's literary traditions with
splendid words. The proceedings of this
session were conducted by Miraj Bin Saif.
Followingthis, Waheed Jeelanimesmer-
ized the audience by reciting the works of
Aziz Hajni in his captivating voice.
Towards the end of the ceremony, a
panel discussion was organized. This
session was presided over by Professor
Sheikh Muhammadjaz,andincludedDr.
Arif]Jan, Deputy Director of the J&RKBoard
of School Education; Professor Manzoor
Ahmed; Shabnam Tulgami; G.N. Shakir;
and Gulzar Nazki. This session involved
a discussion on all important aspects of
Hajni Sahib's life. The proceedings were
conducted by Dr. Adil Mohiuddin.
During the various sessions, Sagar
Nazeer, Abid Ashraf, Tanveer Magbool,
Sagar Sarfaraz,and ShammaMaech enter-
tained the audience by presenting their
poetic works.
At the conclusion of the ceremony,
Majeed Majazi presented the vote of thanks.




