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Linguistic Diversity Key to
Culture, Nation-Building: LG Sinha

LG Sinha Addresses ‘Bhartiya Bhasha Samagam’ in Varanasi

Empower J&K Govt as per 
People’s Aspirations: CM Omar

Asks Centre to honour Statehood promise made by PM Modi, HM Shah

Panchayat, ULB Polls 
Nowhere in Sight

�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEP 13: The National Confer-
ence (NC)-led government is unlikely to 
conduct local body elections in the near 
future, as it has yet to take a call on the 
recommendations of a commission appoint-
ed by the LG-led administration regarding 
reservation for Other Backward Classes and 
the appointment of the State Election Com-
missioner.

Based on current indications, the govern-
ment appears averse to conducting Pan-
chayat and Urban Local Bodies elections in 
the remaining months of 2025. “There are 
no chances of holding Panchayat and Urban 
Local Bodies polls this year. As of now, we 
have not received any such indication from 
the government,” a legislator from the rul-
ing National Conference told news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO).

Holding of Panchayat and Urban Local 
Bodies (ULB) polls falls under the domain 
of the elected government.

The last local body elections were held 
during Governor’s rule in 2018, and the term 
of those bodies has since expired.
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PM Hails Manipur Soldiers’ Role in ‘Operation Sindoor’
�� HT News Network

IMPHAL, SEP 13: Prime Min-
ister, Narendra Modi, on Saturday 
said that ‘Operation Sindoor’ 
demonstrated the capability and 
strength of the Indian armed 
forces and praised soldiers from 
Manipur playing a key role in 
executing the task successfully.

Addressing a gathering at 
Imphal, the Prime Minister, 
according to the news agency—

Kashmir News Observer (KNO) 
paid rich tributes to martyr 
Deepak Chingkham and other 
personnel from the Manipur who 
participated in the operation.

The Prime Minister inaugu-
rated multiple development proj-
ects worth over Rs 1,200 crore in 
Manipur. These included the 
Civil Secretariat at Mantripukhri, 
the IT Special Economic Zone 
building, the new Manipur Police 
Headquarters, Manipur Bha-

wans in Delhi and Kolkata, and 
four Ima Markets in different 
districts.

PM Modi said these projects 
would enhance infrastructure, 
create employment opportuni-
ties for youth, and support citi-
zens in accessing services. He 
noted that the IT SEZ and other 
technology-based initiatives will 
promote startups and industries 
in the state.

On the road network, the 

Prime Minister highlighted the 
Manipur Urban Roads Project, 
with an investment of over Rs 
3,600 crore, and said efforts are 
ongoing to extend connectivity 
to every village. He added that 
Imphal has been developed under 
the Smart City Mission and oth-
er projects are progressing.

PM Modi said the government 
is taking measures to mitigate 
flood-related challenges in the 
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Unlicensed Brick 
Klins Near Srinagar 
Airport Ordered to 
Shut Down

�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEP 13: The authorities in Kash-
mir on Saturday ordered immediate closure of 
all unlicensed brick-kilns within an 8-km 
radius of the Srinagar airport to improve air 
quality and visibility for aircraft, officials said.

The direction was passed at a meeting of 
the airfield environment management com-
mittee chaired by Kashmir Divisional Com-
missioner Anshul Garg, who is also the chair-
man of the panel, an official spokesman said.

The meeting emphasised the need for 
collaborative efforts among the stakehold-
ers to ensure aerospace safety around the 
airfield, he said.

At the meeting, Garg issued a slew of 
directions aimed at enhancing airfield 
safety, particularly with regard to visibil-
ity, bird hazards, dog menace, and the 
regulation of carcass disposal in the prox-
imity of the airport, the spokesman said.
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Nightmare On Jammu-Srinagar Highway:
Travel Time Soars Due To Damaged 

Road, Poor Management
�� HT News Network

JAMMU, SEP 13: The 270-km Jammu-
Srinagar national highway, a critical lifeline 
for the region, has turned into a scene of 
chaos and frustration for commuters, who 
face a gruelling ordeal as what used to be a 
nearly five-hour journey just three weeks ago 
now drags on for more than 12 hours due to 
damaged road and poor management.

The highway – the only all-weather road 
linking Kashmir with the rest of the country 
– suffered extensive damages at several plac-
es, especially on the stretch between Nashri 
and Udhampur, in the aftermath of record 
rainfall on August 26 and 27.

However, the damaged portion is not the 
only obstacle to smooth movement of vehicles.

Even as the authorities implemented a 
  Turn on Page 2

Markets Return To Life
As Restrictions Eased For 
Six Hours In Doda

�� HT News Network

DODA/JAMMU, SEP 13: Markets in the district 
headquarters and other major towns in the hilly 
district of Doda in Jammu and Kashmir sprang to 
life on Saturday after the authorities announced 
a six-hour relaxation in restrictions imposed 
earlier this week after the detention of sitting AAP 
MLA Mehraj Malik under the stringent Public 
Safety Act, officials said.

Malik, who is also the chief of AAP’s J-K unit, 
was detained on Monday for allegedly disturbing 
public order. His detention sparked violent
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Wireless Sets to Return on 
Vaishno Devi Route

�� HT News Network

JAMMU, SEP 13: The Mata Vaishno 
Devi Shrine Board (SMVDSB) will rein-
troduce wireless sets to strengthen 
the communication network along 
the track leading to the revered shrine, 
set to reopen on Sunday after a 19-day 
closure due to a landslide last month, 
officials said.

This decision was made during a 
joint meeting chaired by Sachin Kumar 
Vaishya, the Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of SMVDSB, to ensure a smooth 
pilgrimage experience during the 

upcoming Shardiya Navratras, sched-
uled from September 22 to October 1.

The meeting included senior officials 
from the shrine board, police, Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF), civil admin-
istration, and representatives from the 
Army, fire and emergency services, and 
other allied agencies.

“Navratras are inching closer and the 
board is expecting a considerable influx 
of devotees at the holy shrine, besides, 
at the base camp Katra,” the CEO said, 
emphasising the synergy between all 
stakeholders during the festival.
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Damaged Flood Structures to Be Rebuilt Stronger: Jitendra Singh
�� HT News Network

JAMMU, SEP 13: Union 
Minister Jitendra Singh on 
Saturday said the damaged 
structures would be rebuilt 
with better specifications to 
withstand calamities like the 
recent floods in the Jammu 
region.

Singh visited the flood-

affected villages falling in 
Bajalta and Pargalta panchay-
ats of Jammu district to assess 
the damage caused to residen-
tial houses and bridges due to 
torrential rain-induced flash 
floods and landslides.

“The damaged structures 
will be rebuilt, with better 
specifications depending upon 
the experience of the recent 

floods, so that in case there is 
a calamity like the recent 
floods in future, the structures 
should be able to withstand 
it,” the minister said.

In the last few weeks, Singh 
has been criss-crossing his 
parliamentary constituency 
of Udhampur and other affect-
ed parts of Jammu and Kash-
mir to meet the disaster-

affected people spanning from 
Chisoti in Kishtwar to the Zero 
Line on the Indo-Pak border 
in Kathua and Samba.

He also reviewed the res-
toration work on the Jammu-
Srinagar National Highway, 
which remained closed for 
over 10 days due to landslides 
and caving in of roads at
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‘J&K, Ladakh See Negative 
Power Variation Last Month’

�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEP 13: Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh has witnessed a 
negative variation of 19 percent in 
power availability and 7.5 percent in 
power requirement in the previous 
month during peak hours.

According to the official documents 
showing the anticipated power supply 
position v/s actual power supply posi-
tion (Provisional) of Northern Region 

during the month of August-2025 states 
that in Jammu and Kashmir and Lada-
kh it has anticipated power availabil-
ity of 2050 MU’s and requirement of 
1740 MU’s respectively.

The official figures accessed by the 
news agency—Kashmir News Observ-
er (KNO) further reveals that the actu-
al power availability was 1490 MU’s 
whereas the requirement was 1493 
MU’s. It also states that there was a
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�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEP 13: Asserting that the 
elected government in Jammu and Kashmir 
should be empowered in accordance with the 
aspirations of the people, Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Saturday said that the dispensation 
led by him has not compromised on any issue. 
He urged the Centre to honour the promise of 
restoring J&K’s statehood made by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah in the Parliament.

Addressing a news conference in Chennai, 
Omar, as per the news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO) said, his regime has not com-
promised on anything. “Since the day my 
government has been elected, we have stood 
steadfast in our belief that statehood must be 
restored. We were the ones who passed a 
resolution in the assembly asking for the spe-
cial status of Jammu and Kashmir to be restored. 
We are the last people who will compromise 
on a mandate that has been given to us by the 
people,” he said.

He further stated that “the law & order and 
policing, these are not part of the elected gov-
ernment's responsibilities and I think it is 
unfortunate. Jammu and Kashmir has been 

promised full statehood by the Prime Minister, 
by the Home Minister, by representatives of 
the Government of India when this matter was 
argued before the Supreme Court. So there is 
no reason why this promise shouldn't be kept. 
Again, this is something that should have 
already happened. I fail to understand why it 
hasn't been done, but we continue to push and 
believe that this promise must be kept and the 
elected government must be empowered the 
way the people want it to be.”

POST OPERATION SINDOOR, ALL 
  Turn on Page 2

�� HT News Desk

VARANASI, UTTAR PRADESH, SEP 13: 
Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj Sinha 
today addressed the 'Bhartiya Bhasha Sama-
gam', organised by Hindusthan Samachar 
Group, at Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, 
Varanasi.

In his keynote address, the Lieutenant 
Governor spoke on the linguistic harmony 
and mutual respect and understanding of 
diverse languages and dialects to foster 
national unity and inclusive growth.

“A linguistically harmonious society 
lays the foundation for rapid socio-eco-
nomic growth, strengthens the social bonds 
and promotes social equality. Linguistic 
diversity preserves cultural heritage and 
enables people to contribute to nation-
building,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor observed that 
under the leadership of the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, India is not 
only rising as a major economic power but 
is also reclaiming its past glory.

“Hon’ble Prime Minister’s Panch Pran 

outlines a clear path for India's future. It is 
a call to action for every citizen to shed the 
vestiges of colonial past, take pride in our 
rich heritage, and work together in the 
spirit of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ to 
build a strong and Viksit Bharat,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor called upon the 

linguistic scholars, researchers and writers 
to develop a system that makes India's vast 
ancient knowledge accessible in all mother 
tongues in school curriculum and libraries 
enabling the youth to gain a deeper under-
standing of their glorious heritage.

“National Education Policy-2020 
  Turn on Page 2
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Linguistic Diversity.....
promotes multilingualism by emphasizing the 

use of mother tongue or regional languages as the 
medium of instruction, especially in early years of 
school education. The policy encourages cultural 
preservation. Our effort should be that all lan-
guages of India achieve their full potential. By 
weaving the country's diverse linguistic fabric 
together through coordination, these languages 
can help create a developed India.

We must move beyond merely praising our 
knowledge systems and instead make them a 
practical part of our education in mother tongue. 
In rapidly changing world where new technologies 
and innovations are shaping the lives, we must 
present our cultural treasures in a way that is 
engaging to youth. This effort also requires a vision-
ary approach and a proactive campaign to raise 
public awareness about our rich civilization and 
heritage,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor, in his address, also 
highlighted the significant role of a mother tongue 
in a child's development.

When children are taught in their native lan-
guage while also learning other languages, they 
become more skilled, capable, and competent 
individuals.  Mother tongue also promotes creativ-
ity and innovation.  A nation can leverage its lin-
guistic diversity and accelerate progress by incor-
porating unique perspectives in art, technology, 
and other fields. India stands as a living testament 
to this linguistic diversity and its unique power, 
the Lieutenant Governor further said.

On the occasion, Scholars were also felicitated 
for their valuable contribution to promotion of 
Indian Languages. 

Dr. Neelkanth Tiwari, Member of Legislative 
Assembly Varanasi South; Shri Atul Bhai Kothari, 
educationist and National Secretary, Shiksha San-
skriti Utthan Nyas; Shri Arvind Mardikar, Chairman, 
Hindusthan Samachar Group; Prof. Ajit Kumar 
Chaturvedi, Vice Chancellor, Banaras Hindu Uni-
versity; Prof. Anand Kumar Tyagi, Vice Chancellor, 
Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith; Dr. Pradeep 
Baba Madhok, Director, Hindusthan Samachar 
Group; members of Hindusthan Samachar Group 
and prominent personalities from different walks 
of life were present.

Empower J&K......
NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS BEING TAKEN
He said that all the necessary precautions are 

being taken post ‘Operation Sindoor.’
Replying to a query on measures taken post 

Operation Sindoor for the safety of people, Chief 
Minister Omar said, “We did a comprehensive 
security audit of all our tourist destinations. Some 
of them are even at this moment not open for tour-
ism activity but most of the places have reopened 
and we are taking all the precautions that are 
necessary.”

SEEKS RELEASE OF MEHRAJ MALIK
About the detention of a legislator from Doda, 

Mehraj Malik under Public Safety Act (PSA), the 
Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir, said, “What-
ever the complaints might have been there about 
the conduct of the MLA, the law that has used to 
detain him is excessive use of force against an 
elected representative”.

“He should never have been arrested under this 
law. The sooner he is released, by all means, if you 
have a complaint about his conduct, take it up with 
the Speaker of the Assembly. There are other ways 
to do it. But detaining him under Public Safety Act, 
where he is not eligible for bail for at least six months 
is definitely an excessive use of force,” he said.

CONGRESS PART OF ALLIANCE IN J&K
The Chief Minister rejected the claims of part-

ing ways with the INDI Alliance, saying that there 
is no gap between the National Conference and the 
India bloc. “We continue to remain a part of the 
India bloc. The Congress Party is part of the alliance 
in Jammu and Kashmir government. Though for 
their own reasons they are not participating in the 
government at the moment and have said that they 
will join the government once statehood is restored 
to Jammu and Kashmir. But, otherwise we are very 
much a part of the India bloc.” 

PM MANIPUR VISIT A GOOD THING
About PM Modi’s visit to Manipur, he said it is 

a good thing. “There has been a lot of commentary 
about the fact that Prime Minister Modi has avoid-
ed travelling to that part of the country and par-
ticularly after the violence that broke out in 2023. 
So, as we say, better late than never. We hope that 
peace and calm is restored and the differences 
between the two tribal communities are reduced 
to the point where people are able to live lives 
normally,” he said.

CRICKET HAS BECOME VICTIM OF POLITICS
Reacting to a query on the India-Pakistan 

Cricket match tomorrow, Omar said, “I think our 
problem has always been with bilateral cricket. I 
don't think we have ever had a problem with 
multilateral parts of large tournaments. If I under-
stand correctly, this game is part of a tournament. 
It's not part of a bilateral series between the two 
countries. If this is a start and things can move in 
a positive trajectory from there, nothing like it. 
Very often, sport becomes a victim to politics and 
nowhere is this more true than with cricket and 
the subcontinent. But you can't wish away what 
happens.”

“J&K has been the direct victim of this. More 
than 30-35 years of trouble and this year we all 
saw what happened in Pahalgam. These are real 
concerns that we have and you can't wish them 
away,” he said.

J&K TRYING TO IMPROVE CONNECTIONS WITH 
SOUTH INDIA 

He said that his government has been trying to 
improve the connections between the South 
Indian states and Jammu & Kashmir. “We don't get 
enough visitors from Chennai and from the rest of 

Tamil Nadu to Jammu and Kashmir. In fact, one of 
the challenges that my government has taken upon 
itself is to try and improve the links and the con-
nections between the South Indian states and 
Jammu & Kashmir. We hope that in the months 
and years ahead, we will see more film shootings 
from this part of the country and more people 
coming to Jammu and Kashmir for their holidays,” 
he added.

Omar further stated that his relation with the 
Chief Minister MK Stalin is very good. “We have 
always been very grateful to the DMK for the sup-
port that they have extended to Jammu and Kash-
mir for the issues that matter to us. In fact, I was 
looking forward to meeting the Honourable Chief 
Minister, but I understand he's not going to be in 
town. So that meeting this time was not possible. 
Hopefully, we will meet at a future visit,” he said.

ELECTION COMMISSION NEEDS TO STAND 
TALL

About Bihar row, he said that obviously there 
are concerns with regard to this special dispensa-
tion that was created for Bihar. “I don't have any 
direct connection with Bihar, but obviously one 
hears about the mood of the people and its left 
people in Bihar very dissatisfied with the conduct 
of the Election Commission. I am not sure the Elec-
tion Commission wants to do something in the rest 
of the country that will add to the questions over 
its credibility. We have always taken pride in the 
independence and in the impartiality of our elec-
tion commission. I think our Election Commission 
needs to hold true to those ideals,” he added—(KNO)

PM Hails.....
state and is working on housing for displaced 

families. He announced 7,000 new houses for 
affected families and a special package of around 
Rs 3,000 crore, including over Rs 500 crore for those 
displaced by violence.

The Prime Minister emphasized the role of 
women in Manipur’s economy, referencing Ima 
Markets and their contribution to livelihoods. He 
stated that the government’s policies aim to make 
essential items more affordable through GST reduc-
tions and support tourism through infrastructure 
development.

On peace and development, PM Modi said 
Manipur’s history includes contributions to India’s 
independence and national defense. He high-
lighted the need to maintain stability in the state 
and continue dialogue between the hills and valley 
regions.

Addressing Nepal, the Prime Minister con-
gratulated Sushila Ji on assuming office as the 
interim Prime Minister and expressed confidence 
under her leadership peace would prevail in the 
country. He also highlighted positive civic efforts 
by Nepalese youth in recent days.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday 
said a strong bridge of “trust” must be built between 
the people of the Hills and the Valley in Manipur.

Addressing a public meeting in Imphal’s Kangla 
Fort during his first visit to the state after ethnic 
violence broke out between Kukis and Meiteis in 
May 2023, Modi said his government was com-
mitted to “healing wounds, restoring confidence, 
and ensuring no family is left behind”.

“Manipur is the ‘ratna’ adorning the crown of 
‘mother India’. Any form of violence here is con-
demnable. It is not only unfortunate but also a grave 
injustice to our ancestors and our future generations. 
Together, we must take Manipur forward on the 
path of peace and development,” he said.Travel 
insurance for Jammu and Kashmir

While the people of the Meitei community live 
in the Imphal Valley, the Kukis reside in the adjoin-
ing Hills.

The PM stressed that peace in the state was 
non-negotiable and could only be achieved through 
dialogue and unity.

“Manipur has immense potential, but violence 
weakens our social fabric. Only peace and har-
mony can restore the state’s rightful place as India’s 
eastern crown jewel,” he said.

Modi said the Centre had approved the construc-
tion of 7,000 new houses for those affected by the 
conflict, alongside a special package of about Rs 
3,000 crore.

“Restoring normalcy in the lives of those who 
endured the heat of violence is our top priority,” he 
said.

From the function, the PM inaugurated 17 
development projects worth Rs 1,200 crore.

Modi said Manipur’s growth trajectory was 
transformed under his government.

“Before 2014, Manipur’s growth rate was less 
than 1 per cent. Today, the state is advancing much 
faster. The 21st century belongs to the East, to the 
Northeast, and that is why the Centre has con-
tinuously prioritised Manipur’s development,” he 
said.Travel insurance for Jammu and Kashmir

Modi recalled that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
had described Manipur as the gateway to India’s 
Independence.

“This soil witnessed the INA unfurling the 
tricolour for the first time, and has given many 
martyrs to the nation. Our government is moving 
forward inspired by their sacrifice,” he said.

The prime minister said women’s empowerment 
was one of the state’s strongest traditions, citing 
the famous all-women market Ima Keithel as a 
“shining example”.

“Mothers and sisters here have always been at 
the forefront of the economy. I consider women’s 
power the driving force of India’s development and 
self-reliance, and Manipur embodies this spirit,” 
he said.

Lauding the role of soldiers from the state in 
national security, Modi said, “In India’s successful 
Operation Sindoor, the valiant sons of Manipur 
played a key role.”

He said the government was working to make 
people’s lives easier by reducing GST on essential 

items and services, which would lower the prices 
of cement, food and hotel stays, and boost local 
businesses such as taxi services, dhabas and guest 
houses.Travel insurance for Jammu and Kashmir

The PM’s visit comes amid repeated criticism 
by opposition parties for not visiting the violence-
ravaged state, even as 260 people died and thou-
sands were rendered homeless.

Attempting to blunt the attack, Modi emphasised 
that his government was firmly with the people 
of the state.

“Manipur has a rich heritage going back thou-
sands of years, with deep cultural roots. We are 
working to ensure its peace and stability and 
strengthen its image as a land of development and 
progress,” he said. (Agencies)

Panchayat.....
The first indication that the government has no 

plan to hold local body elections comes from its 
‘inaction’ over the recommendations submitted 
by a three-member panel headed by former High 
Court Judge Justice Janak Raj Kotwal.

“The cabinet is yet to take a call on the report. 
It has to decide whether to adopt or reject it,” 
sources within the government disclosed.

Secondly, the government has not taken any 
visible steps toward appointing the State Election 
Commissioner, the authority responsible for con-
ducting the polls, after former IAS officer B.R. 
Sharma completed his term.

The SEC is appointed by the Lieutenant Gover-
nor on the recommendation of a committee com-
prising the Chief Minister and the Leader of the 
Opposition.

Thirdly, the process of revising electoral rolls 
could not be undertaken due to the absence of a 
State Election Commissioner, who holds the author-
ity to order such revisions.

According to a former Block Development 
Council chairman, the delay in holding Panchayat 
elections is causing financial losses, as some com-
ponents of funding by the Ministry of Panchayati 
Raj are contingent upon the existence of Pan-
chayati Raj Institutions. “The government should 
hold elections so that we don’t lose crores of rupees 
annually. The implementation of plans at Pan-
chayat level have also been affected to some extent 
due to non-existence of PRIs,” he said.

It is worth mentioning that the Union Govern-
ment is keen on reviving grassroots democracy in 
Jammu and Kashmir

A report tabled in Parliament recently revealed 
that the Union Ministry of Panchayati Raj had issued 
an advisory to Jammu & Kashmir in December 
2024, urging steps to hold Panchayat elections.

In its report tabled in both Houses of Parliament 
on July 28, 2025, the department-related Standing 
Committee on Rural Development and Panchaya-
ti Raj stated that the ministry had advised various 
states, including J&K and Ladakh, to initiate the 
process for conducting Panchayat elections—(KNO)

Damaged Flood.....
multiple locations.
Accompanied by local MLA Yudhvir Sethi and 

officers from Union territory administration, the 
minister visited the sites most affected by flood 
waters in Bain Bajalta, Tutan Di Khoi, Anthan, 
Badoon, Khana Shargal and Chalni under Jammu 
East assembly constituency.

He issued instructions to officers of various 
departments, including Roads and Buildings and 
Public Health Engineering, to undertake restoration 
work in the affected areas immediately.

Singh also expressed solidarity with the affect-
ed families and assured that work is underway to 
restore the supply of essential services.

Later, the minister also visited the affected 
places under the Pargalta panchayat to inspect the 
damage inflicted on public property and shops by 
flash floods and said estimates are being prepared 
for the same, including crops. (Agencies)

Unlicensed Brick......
To improve air quality and visibility for aircraft, 

Garg directed immediate closure of all unlicensed 
brick kilns within an 8-km radius of the Srinagar 
airport.

He also called for the implementation of the 
zigzag technique in the operational brick kilns to 
minimise emission of pollutants, the spokesman 
said.

On the issue of bird hazards, especially the 
presence of black kites which get attracted by open 
waste dumps, Garg instructed the concerned 
officials to adopt scientific methods for collection 
and disposal of solid waste, with special attention 
to villages identified by the airfield authorities.

Garg also emphasised the need for proper 
disposal of waste from slaughterhouses and butch-
er shops.

To mitigate the dog menace in and around the 
airport, the divisional commissioner directed the 
Srinagar Municipal Corporation to give priority to 
dog sterilisation drives in the region.

He also stressed the importance of public sen-
sitisation campaigns to ensure proper disposal of 
carcasses by the local residents.

Garg urged the officials to utilise the resources 
under the centrally-sponsored schemes through 
coordinated efforts across departments to effec-
tively address the identified challenges.

Earlier, the secretary of the airfield environment 
management committee gave a detailed PowerPoint 
presentation, outlining the key safety concerns 
affecting the airfield environment, the spokesman 
said. (AGENCIES)

‘J&K, Ladakh.....
variation of minus 27.3 percent in power avail-

ability and minus 14.2 percent in requirement 
respectively.

It also states that during the peak, NRPC has 

anticipated that there will be a peak power 
availability of 3370 Megawatts (MW’s) and 
power requirement of 3007 MWs.

The documents said that there was a peak 
variation of minus 19 percent in power avail-
ability and minus 7.5 percent in power require-
ment in the previous month.

NRPC said that there was a negative, sig-
nificant variation (≥5%) in Actual Power Sup-
ply Position(Provisional) vis-à-vis Antici-
pated figures is observed for the month of 
August-2025 in terms of Energy Requirement 
for Chandigarh, Delhi, Haryana, HP, UTs of 
J&K and Ladakh, Punjab, Rajasthan, UP, and 
Uttarakhand and in terms of Peak Demand 
similar variation is noted for Chandigarh, 
Delhi, Haryana, UTs of J&K and Ladakh, Pun-
jab, Rajasthan, and Uttarakhand.

The committee asked these states and UTs 
to submit reason for such variations so that 
the same can be deliberated in the meet-
ing—(KNO)

Travel Time.....
one-way traffic system after reopening 

the highway three days ago, lack of proper 
management has only added to the misery, 
the commuters who took the arterial road 
told PTI.

The truckers, who are officially not allowed 
on the road for the time being, have com-
pletely choked one side of it almost all along 
the highway, with continuous work on the 
damaged portions leading to severe traffic 
congestion.

The situation is worsened by complete 
disregard for lane discipline, reckless overtak-
ing, and near-total absence of traffic regulation.

The commuters, however, were all praise 
for the National Highway Authority of India 
(NHAI), which has managed to create a diver-
sion between the severely-damaged Balli 
Nalla and Thared in Udhampur district where 
both sides of the highway are completely 
buried under a moving hill.

“The surface is still not completely stable 
and we have to keep our men and machinery 
ready to keep the traffic moving,” an NHAI 
official supervising the operations near Thared 
told PTI.

He said they are faced with a challenging 
situation to keep the highway open in view 
of major damages at four places between 
Nashri and Udhampur, particularly in the 
Samroli area where portions of the highway 
have been washed away, besides the complete 
blocking of one tube of a tunnel due to a major 
landslide near Peerah.

“It will take months for complete restora-
tion of the highway. At least three months are 
required to raise and stabilise a bed where 
the road has been washed away,” the NHAI 
official said.

A traffic official said they are regulating 
one-way light motor vehicle traffic on the 
highway at present.

“Light motor vehicle traffic was allowed 
on trial basis on September 11 but due to the 
slippery surface of the road, vehicles got 
jammed and were pushed with excavators 
and loaders throughout the day.

“Due to the wet bed of this stretch (Thared), 
heavy motor vehicle movement cannot be 
permitted until the bed dries up,” the official 
said.

However, the situation on the ground 
speaks of a different scenario altogether with 
trucks also seen plying alongside passenger 
vehicles, including buses.

According to data available with the toll 
plazas, about 2,500 trucks, including fruit-
laden vehicles, plied on the highway during 
the 16 hours from 4 pm on Friday till 8 am on 
Saturday despite the restrictions in place.

“What used to be a smooth five-hour 
journey has turned into a nightmare… We 
left Srinagar for Jammu at 8.30 am on Friday, 
knowing that the traffic from the opposite 
direction is restricted as per the traffic advi-
sory.

“We were welcomed by a tube blocked by 
hundreds of trucks in the Qazigund sector, 
leaving the other tube congested on both 
sides. With no lane discipline, the road has 
become extremely dangerous,” Mohd Altaf, 
a doctor travelling with his family, said.

He said they had to drive on the wrong 
side of the highway for many kilometres in 
the Banihal-Ramban sector as “there was no 
sign board indicating diversion or traffic police 
to guide”.

According to Jasbir Singh, who was head-
ing for Chandigarh, the real test of patience 
for the drivers begins after crossing Peerah 
towards Nashri, where traffic is moving at a 
snail’s pace with the road maintenance agen-
cy frequently closing the stretch to undertake 
necessary works.

Singh said he reached Nashri around 11.30 
am and managed to cross the 3-km stretch 
only around 7.30 pm.

“The trouble was far from over as trucks 
choked one tube and also one of the lanes of 
another tube in Udhampur, which resulted 
in complete chaos.

“It took more than two hours to clear a 
half-a-kilometre stretch in Jhakani because 
of poor traffic mismanagement,” Ravi Kumar 
Sharma, a businessman from Jammu, said.

The traffic department had to take action 
against the violators to maintain discipline 
on the highway, Sharma said.

“It was unimaginable that truckers were 
allowed to completely block one tube and 

transgress on the other as well. Udhampur is 
an important town and you could see ambu-
lances caught in the traffic jam,” he said. (PTI)

Markets Return......
protests, prompting the authorities to 

impose prohibitory restrictions and snap 
mobile internet and broadband services in 
Doda.

The authorities announced relaxation in 
the restrictions in Doda, Bhaderwah, and 
Assar from 12 noon to 6 pm, allowing shop-
keepers to open their establishments, officials 
said.

Traffic was also seen plying in the area, 
and so far the relaxation period has remained 
peaceful with no untoward incident reported 
from anywhere, the officials said.

The restrictions were eased after police 
and the civil administration held consultations 
with civil society members and representa-
tives from the local chamber of commerce, 
who suggested gradual restoration of normal 
activities.

However, the officials said police and 
paramilitary forces have been directed not 
to allow gathering of five or more persons as 
prohibitory orders under Section 163 of the 
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) 
remains in force throughout the district.

Deputy Commissioner Harvinder Singh 
said the situation is completely under control 
and the restrictions are being maintained as 
a security measure.

Schools in the district will reopen for 
classes next week after a safety check of all 
the buildings owing to the recent floods and 
heavy rainfall, Singh said.

SSP Sandeep Mehta, meanwhile, said 
mobile and broadband internet services in 
the district will continue to remain suspend-
ed for the time being as a precautionary 
measure to check the spread of fake news.

Welcoming the decision of the administra-
tion to allow the markets to open, local resi-
dents said the move will provide much-need-
ed relief to the people, who are reeling under 
restrictions ever since the detention of the 
AAP MLA.

“We faced losses for the past several days, 
while people found it difficult to get even basic 
items. This step has given us some relief,” 
Mushtaq Ahmad, a trader in Doda, said.

He also urged the government to restore 
internet services at the earliest, citing difficul-
ties faced by the students and businessmen.

On Friday evening, the authorities eased 
the restrictions for two hours in Doda and 
other major towns of the district. (Agencies)

Wireless Sets.....
Vaishya highlighted the need for action 

across various fronts to facilitate a hassle-free 
pilgrimage in the coming days.

Following directions from the Chairman 
of SMVDSB and Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha, the CEO stressed the importance of 
disaster management preparedness, includ-
ing firefighting arrangements and simulation 
exercises.

He instructed the State Disaster Response 
Force (SDRF) personnel to collaborate with 
SMVDSB’s Disaster Management Task Force 
to monitor vulnerable areas and strengthen 
crowd management capabilities.

Additionally, Vaishya directed the instal-
lation of extra signage along the route, regu-
lar public announcements, and joint patrol 
monitoring to manage crowds effectively and 
designate holding areas.

He emphasised the importance of having 
gas cutters and essential rescue tools ready 
across all sectors and called for improved 
communication networks by reviving wire-
less sets and enhancing infrastructure for 
seamless coordination.

The effective utilisation of the Integrated 
Command and Control Centre for real-time 
monitoring and rapid response was also 
underscored, officials noted.

The yatra was suspended on August 26 
following a landslide that resulted in the deaths 
of 34 devotees and injuries to 20 others.

The CEO reiterated that pilgrims must 
carry valid RFID cards to undertake the yatra, 
and additional handheld scanners with suf-
ficient staff will be deployed to enforce this 
directive.

Measures to verify the credentials of 
‘pithoo and ponywallas’ were discussed to 
prevent impersonation and ensure their 
legitimate presence on the yatra track, the 
officials said.

The Sub-Divisional Magistrate of Katra 
was tasked with identifying additional hold-
ing areas in Katra to accommodate pilgrims 
in case yatra operations are suspended due 
to adverse weather conditions.

Further directions included managing 
vehicular movement, ensuring sanitation and 
drinking water arrangements, and improving 
illumination in dark spots throughout Katra.

The CEO called for physical and systemic 
improvements wherever required after crit-
ical examination.

Representatives of security agencies high-
lighted key challenges for the deployed secu-
rity forces in managing the expected influx 
of pilgrims on the Navratra, the officials said.

Detailed security arrangements were also 
discussed, with a multi-tier security grid 
involving police, CRPF, paramilitary forces, 
and quick-response teams being established. 
(Agencies)



3Srinagar, Sunday
14-September-2025

Voice To The Voiceless

15TH
YEAR   OF

PUBLICATION HT - NEWSHT - NEWSHT - NEWSHT - CITYHEADLINES TODAY

htc  ty
Srinagar, Sunday  |  14-September-2025

3

Div Com stresses on collaborative efforts for Aerospace Safety
Chairs Airfield Environment Management Committee meeting

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEP 13: Divi-
sional Commissioner (Div Com) 
Kashmir, Anshul Garg, who is 
also the chairman of theAirfield 
Environment Management 
Committee, emphasized the 
need for collaborative efforts 
among stakeholders to ensure 
aerospace safety around the 
airfield.

Div Com made these remarks 
while chairing a high-level com-
mittee meeting today, here.

The meeting was attended 
by Deputy Commissioners of 
Budgam, Anantnag, and Pul-
wama, along with the Com-
missioner of Srinagar Munic-

ipal Corporation (SMC), Air 
Officer Commanding of Air 
Force Station Srinagar, Direc-
tor Urban Local Bodies, ADC 
Srinagar, and officials from the 
Airport Authority, Pollution 
Control Board, Irrigation & 
Flood Control Department, 
and Rural Development 

Department.
During the meeting, Div Com 

issued a slew of directions 
aimed at enhancing airfield 
safety, particularly with regard 
to visibility, bird hazards, dog 
menace, and the regulation of 
carcass disposal in the proxim-
ity of the airport.

To improve air quality and 
visibility for aircraft, he direct-
ed the immediate closure of 
unlicensed brick kilns within 
an 8-kilometer radius of the 
airfield. Also, he called for the 
implementation of the zigzag 
technique in the operational 
brick kilns to minimize emis-

sion of pollutants.
Addressing the issue of bird 

hazards, especially the presence 
of Black Kites attracted by open 
waste dumps, Div Com instruct-
ed Deputy Commissioners, SMC 
Commissioner, and the Director 
of Urban Local Bodies to adopt 
scientific methods for the col-

lection and disposal of solid 
waste, with special attention to 
villages identified by airfield 
authorities. He also emphasized 
the need for proper disposal of 
waste from slaughterhouses 
and butcher shops.

To mitigate the dog men-
ace in and around the airfield, 

he directed the SMC to give 
priority to dog sterilization 
drives in the area. Besides, 
he stressed the importance 
of public sensitization cam-
paigns to ensure proper dis-
posal of dead animal car-
casses by local residents.

Garg urged officials to utilize 
resources under centrally spon-
sored schemes through coor-
dinated efforts across depart-
ments to effectively address the 
identified challenges.

Earlier in the meeting, Com-
mittee Secretary presented a 
detailed PowerPoint presenta-
tion outlining key safety con-
cerns affecting the airfield 
environment.

Grand Naat & Seerat Conference Celebrates Milad un 
Nabi (PBUH) at Abu Seena Educational Institute

Organized by Angel's Cultural Academy in Collaboration with Shahr-e-Khaas Literary & Cultural Welfare Society

�� HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEP 13: On the 
auspicious occasion of Milad un 
Nabi (PBUH), the Grand Naat & 
Seerat Conference was held at 
Abu Seena Educational Institute, 
with a remarkable collaboration 
between Angel’s Cultural Acad-
emy and Shahr-e-Khaas Literary 
& Cultural Welfare Society. The 
conference saw active participa-
tion from students and was 
hosted by Sameer Ahmad Shah, 
who set the tone for the event 
with his eloquent hosting skills.

The event aimed at commem-
orating the birth of the beloved 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), 
with a series of devotional Naat 
and Seerat sessions. These activ-
ities offered students an enrich-
ing opportunity to reflect on the 
life and teachings of the Prophet 
(PBUH). Distinguished person-
alities from various fields of edu-
cation, culture, and literature 

graced the event as special guests.
Dr. Tariq Ahmad Shera, the 

President of both Angel’s Cul-
tural Academy and Shahr-e-
Khaas Literary & Cultural Welfare 
Society, delivered a heartfelt 
speech on the significance of 
Milad un Nabi (PBUH). In his 
address, he encouraged the youth 
to follow the noble example set 
by the Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH), urging them to strength-
en their bond with Allah, perform 
daily prayers (Nimaz), and walk 
the righteous path for the better-
ment of the entire Ummah. Dr. 
Shera also emphasized the impor-
tance of holding such programs 
in the future to inspire the young-
er generation and keep the teach-
ings of Islam alive in society.

The conference was further 
dignified by the presence of 
esteemed guests including:

ÔÔ Tariq Ahmad Wani, Prin-
cipal of Abu Seena Edu-
cational Institute

ÔÔ Umar Farooq Bhat 
(Youngest Historian) 

ÔÔ Arif Majeed Bachoo
ÔÔ Rahil Kashmiri
ÔÔ Hashim Aslam Shah
ÔÔ Gulal Kashmiri
ÔÔ Gh. Rasool Akhoon (Sta-

tion Director, All India 
Radio Srinagar) 

ÔÔ Syed Waris Bukhari
ÔÔ Ms.Mehjabeen Gousia

The event concluded with a 
formal distribution of certificates, 
Naat books, medals, and tokens 
of appreciation to the partici-
pants, guests, volunteers, and 
media personnel. These tokens 
were a symbol of gratitude for 
their valuable contributions in 
making the event a grand success.

In his final remarks, Dr. Tariq 
Shera extended a special vote of 
thanks to all the participants, 
guests, volunteers, media persons, 
and students, acknowledging their 
efforts and support in making the 
event a memorable occasion.

DLIC Approves 334 
Youth Entrepreneurship 

Cases Under Mission 
YUVA in Kulgam

�� Farooq Rather

KULGAM, SEP 13: In a major boost to youth 
entrepreneurship in the district, the District Level 
Implementation Committee (DLIC) Kulgam, under 
the chairmanship of Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Athar Aamir Khan, today approved 334 new cases 
under the Mission YUVA initiative.

The approved cases span across three key com-
ponents of the scheme:

316 cases under the Nano Category
16 cases under the MSME Component
2 cases under the Existing Enterprises Scheme

These young entrepreneurs will receive financial 
and institutional support to either launch or expand 
their business ventures in sectors such as retail, 
services, small-scale manufacturing, and innovation-
led enterprises.

While reviewing the proposals, DC Athar Aamir 
Khan emphasized the need for seamless inter-
departmental coordination to ensure timely imple-
mentation, disbursement of benefits, and provision 
of structured mentoring support to the beneficiaries.

The meeting was attended by Additional District 
Development Commissioner (ADDC) Kulgam, Gen-
eral Manager DIC, District Social Welfare Officer, 
Assistant Director Employment, District Nodal 
Officer EDI, Lead District Manager, Career Counsel-
ing Officer, and Employment Officer DE&CC Kulgam.

The Mission YUVA initiative continues to play a 
vital role in empowering youth by fostering a culture 
of self-employment and innovation in the district.

Kulgam Police Destroys 
Large-Scale Wild Cannabis 

Growth in Major Anti-
Narcotics Drive

�� Farooq Rather

KULGAM, SEP 13: In a continued effort to combat the 
menace of drugs, Kulgam Police, in coordination with the 
Excise and Revenue Departments, launched a large-scale 
anti-narcotics operation across several areas of the district. 
The joint operation led to the destruction of extensive 
wild cannabis (Bhang) growth along Nallah banks and 
adjoining fields in Harnag, Wanpoh, Khandiphari, Qaimoh, 
Badderpora, Thokerpora, Maqdampora, and Devsar.

Special teams comprising officers and field staff from 
the concerned departments carried out systematic 
searches and cleared vast tracts of land where wild can-
nabis had spread. The drive targeted both accessible and 
remote locations, ensuring complete on-the-spot destruc-
tion of the narcotic plant.

The initiative is part of Kulgam Police’s broader strat-
egy to combat drug proliferation by targeting its root 
causes — including illicit cultivation and natural propaga-
tion of narcotic plants. By cutting off the supply at the 
source, authorities aim to dismantle the drug ecosystem 
within the region.

The operation saw enthusiastic participation from 
local civil society, including community elders and youth 
volunteers, whose involvement bolstered the enforcement 
efforts and reflected a growing public awareness against 
drug abuse.

Speaking on the occasion, SSP Kulgam, Shri Sahil 
Sarangal (IPS), reiterated the department’s firm 
stance.“Kulgam Police is committed to a zero-tolerance 
policy against narcotics. Our focus is on eliminating the 
drug menace by uprooting it from the source. We urge 
the public to cooperate actively and help protect our 
youth from the scourge of drug addiction.”

Kulgam Police has assured that such drives will con-
tinue in the coming days, with added emphasis on enforce-
ment, community involvement, and awareness-building 
initiatives to realize the vision of a drug-free society.

Public Appeal:
Kulgam Police urges citizens to share information regard-

ing illegal cultivation, possession, or trafficking of narcotic 
substances. Informants may contact the nearest police 
station or use the designated helpline numbers. The iden-
tity of informants will be kept strictly confidential.

Prophet’s Birth Anniversary Jashn E Milad 
Nabi (SAWW) and Imam Jafar Sadiq (AS) 

Remembered in Qumro Budgam
�� Ubaid Mehdi

BUDGAM, SEP 13: The celebration 
of Eid Milad-un-Nabi (peace be upon 
him) and the blessed birth anniver-
sary of Hazrat Imam Jafar Sadiq (peace 
be upon him) was held in the Qumro 
area of Budgam district by the Ma'rif-
ul-Uloom Islamic Institute. The event 
witnessed the participation of thou-
sands of children, along with elders 
and women.

Speakers at the program high-
lighted how Prophet Muhammad 
Mustafa (peace be upon him) dedi-
cated his life to the service of religion, 
reminding the gathering that society 
must not forget these teachings. They 
emphasized the importance of adher-
ing to the principles taught by the 
Prophet (peace be upon him).

The event was organized in col-
laboration with the All Jammu and 
Kashmir Shia Association, with sev-
eral of its dignitaries present. Par-
ticipants expressed that the com-

memoration of Imam Jafar Sadiq’s 
(AS) birth carries a vital message for 
the Muslim world: to uphold the 
teachings of Islam, support the 
oppressed, and work towards justice.

Speakers further stressed that 
today’s greatest need is unity among 
Muslims. They called for strengthen-
ing Shia-Sunni brotherhood through 
such programs, underscoring its sig-

nificance for the strength and prog-
ress of Islam.

It was also reiterated that wher-
ever Muslim nations face oppression, 
the community stands in solidarity 
with them and will continue to sup-
port the oppressed.

The program was organized under 
the leadership of All Jammu and Kash-
mir Shia Association.

Fire Damages Several Houses in Noor Bagh
F&ES teams rush to spot, contain blaze

�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEP 13: A fire 
broke out in the Pamposh 
Colony area of Palpora Noor 
Bagh in Srinagar on Saturday 
evening, damaging a few 
residential structures, officials 
said. They said personnel of Fire 
and Emergency Services 

responded soon to contain the 
blaze, preventing further loss.

An official told the news 
agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), that fire 
tenders reached the scene after 
receiving the initial fire call.

The official said additional 
trucks from the Fire and 
Emergency Headquarters were 

mobilised to assist. “Three to 
four residential sheds and one 
single-storey house were 
involved in the fire, while the 
situation was brought under 
control within half an hour,” he 
said. Moreover, locals rushed to 
assist in controlling the fire . 
Abdul Rashid, a resident of the 
colony, said they saw thick 

smoke rising suddenly and 
feared the worst. “Thanks to 
the fast action of the fire teams, 
the fire did not spread further,” 
he said.

Shabir Ahmad, another 
local, added the fire caused 
panic among families in the 
neighbourhood, but thankfully, 
no one was injured. “We hope 

authorities provide support to 
those affected,” he added.

The exact extent of the 
damage is still being assessed, 
and investigations are under-
way to determine the cause of 
the fire. Officials have also 
urged residents to remain 
vigilant and follow safety 
measures—(KNO)
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2,39,533 cases settled in 3rd National 
Lok Adalat held across UT of J&K

Justice Sanjeev Kumar inaugurated 3rd National Lok Adalat at District Court Complex, Kupwara
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEP 13:Continuing 
its endeavour to fulfil the consti-
tutional commitment of providing 
swift, cost-effective, and efficient 
dispute resolution to the masses 
in general and the litigant public 
in particular, the J&K Legal Ser-
vices Authority—under the patron-
age of Justice Arun Palli, Chief 
Justice, High Court of J&K and 
Ladakh (Patron-in-Chief, J&K Le-
gal Services Authority), the dy-
namic leadership of Justice Sanjeev 
Kumar, Executive Chairman, J&K 
Legal Services Authority, organized 
the 3rd National Lok Adalat of the 
year 2025 across the Union Terri-
tory of Jammu & Kashmir, to pro-
mote amicable settlements in a 
wide range of cases, including 
MACT claims, matrimonial dis-
putes, cheque bounce cases under 
the Negotiable Instruments Act, 
money recovery, commercial dis-
putes, and compoundable crimi-
nal offences.

Justice Sanjeev Kumar, Execu-
tive Chairman, J&K Legal Services 
Authority inaugurated the 3rd 
National Lok Adalat at District 
Court Complex Kupwara. Upon 
his arrival, the Executive Chairman 

was received by Shazia Tabasum, 
Member Secretary, J&K Legal Ser-
vices Authority, Additional District 
& Sessions Judge NIA Court Kup-
wara, Iqbal Ahmad Masoodi along-
with the other Judicial Officers of 
the District Judiciary and other 
civil administration. To mark the 
occasion, a ceremonial guard of 
honour was accorded to the Justice 
Sanjeev Kumar.

During his visit, Justice Sanjeev 
Kumar inspected different bench-
es and interacted with the Presid-
ing officers, members of the 
benches, Advocates and litigants 
and appreciated the arrangements 
made for the smooth conduct of 
the Lok Adalat. Several cases were 
resolved on the spot. As a gesture 
of timely justice delivery, several 
MACT compensation cheques were 
also distributed among eligible 
claimants on the occasion, provid-
ing immediate relief to the ben-
eficiaries.

At the ADR Centre of the Court 
Complex, Justice Sanjeev Kumar 
convened an interaction with LADCs 
and Penal Lawyers. He sought 
feedback regarding the progress 
of cases handled by them and urged 
them to work with greater dedica-
tion and enthusiasm to ensure 

timely hearings and speedy settle-
ment of cases, thereby minimizing 
pendency.

Later in the day, Justice Sanjeev 
Kumar visited District Jail Kupwara, 
where he inspected all barracks 

and interacted with inmates to 
assess the status of their cases. He 
also reviewed the facilities being 
provided in the jail, including food 
and healthcare arrangements, and 
obtained feedback directly from 
the inmates.

As per the information received 
from various Legal Services Insti-
tutions working in different dis-
tricts across the UT of J&K, out of 
total3,06, 851cases taken up by 
167 Benches in the day long Na-
tional Lok Adalat, 2,39,533cases 
were amicably settled and disposed 
off involving an amount of 
Rs.50,50,78,932/-as compensation/
settlement amount in cases like 
Motor Accident Claims, civil, 
criminal, labour disputes, Electric-
ity and Water Bills, Land Acquisi-
tion, Family matters, cheque dis-
honor and Bank Recovery etc.

Shazia Tabasum, Member Sec-
retary, J&K Legal Services Author-
ity informed that the 4th Nation-
al Lok Adalat of the current cal-
endar year shall be held on De-
cember 13, 2025 and those litigants 
who could not get their cases either 
listed in today’s Lok Adalat or could 
not settle the same for any reason 
can avail the opportunity in the 
next Lok Adalat.

GMC Srinagar mourns demise of  Prof. 
(Dr.) Ashiq Hussain Naqashbandi. 

former Principal
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEP 13: Government Medical College 
(GMC) Srinagar today held a condolence meeting at 
the Medical Education Unit (MEU) to pay tribute to 
Prof. (Dr.) Ashiq Hussain Naqashbandi, Ex-Principal/
Dean, GMC Srinagar who passed away early morning 
on 13 September, 2025.

The meeting was attended by faculty members, 
administrative staff, medical superintendents, and 
paramedical staff, all of whom came together to 
mourn the loss of a respected figure in the medical 
community.

Prof. Ashiq Hussain Naqashbandi did his MBBS 
and M.S. (General Surgery) from Government 
Medical College, Srinagar and then completed his 
super-specialization (MCh) in Cardio-vascular 
Thorasic Surgery (CVTS) from CMC Vellore.  He was 
amongst the first few CVTS surgeons of Jammu 
and Kashmir.  Prof. (Dr.) Ashiq Hussain Naqash-
bandi joined as a faculty member in Government 
Medical College, Srinagar in 1981 and became Head 
of the Department, Surgery. In February 2005 he 
was appointed as Principal/Dean, GMC, Sgr. and 
continued till May, 2006.

While paying rich tributes to Prof. Naqash-
bandi, Principal/Dean (Dr.) Iffat Hassan highlight-
ed his significant impact on the institution and the 
medical field. Dr. Iffat’s words reflected the esteem 
in which Prof. Naqashbandi was held by his peers 
and students.

Prof. Dr. Iqbal Saleem, Head of the Department 
Surgery expressed his heartfelt condolences and 
reminisced about Prof. Naqashbandi's dedication to 
his work and his mentorship. Prof. Sabiya Majeed, 
Head of the Department of Biochemistry, and Prof. 
Dr. Afroz Khan also paid tribute to his legacy, em-
phasizing the lasting impact of his work on the 
medical community. Various other faculty members 
also spoke on the occasion and paid rich tributes to 
the departed soul.

As a mark of respect, the attendees observed two 
minutes of silence to honor Prof. Naqashbandi's 
memory. This moment of reflection allowed every-
one to pay their respects and reflect on the contribu-
tions of the departed soul.

The meeting extended its deepest sympathies to 
the bereaved family of Prof. Naqashbandi during this 
difficult time.

Excise Dept engages students 
through Art & Drama at 

GGHSS Kothibagh
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEP 13: Excise Range Central Kash-
mir conducted a powerful awareness campaign 
against the growing menace of drug abuse at 
Government Girls Higher Secondary School, Kot-
hibagh.

The programme was filled with vibrant ac-
tivities, a painting competition, nukkad natak, 
speech competition and a Rally on the theme 
‘Nasha Mukht J&K Abhiyan.’

Students poured their hearts into their perfor-
mances, expressing their creativity, fears, and hopes 
through striking artwork, stirring words, and 
thought-provoking acts. Their voices carried a strong 
message, ‘Say No to Drugs, Yes to Life.’

Excise officials addressed the gathering with 
deep concern, sensitising the students about the 
devastating consequences of drug abuse, not just 
on individual health, but on families, communi-
ties, and the very future of our society. They 
reminded everyone that the fight against drugs 
is not the responsibility of law enforcement alone, 
but a collective mission where every young per-
son has a role to play.

The officials also highlighted the importance 
of vigilance and encouraged students to make use 
of the Manas Helpline (1933) to report any drug-
related activity, stressing that silence only fuels 
the spread of this menace.

The event witnessed enthusiastic participa-
tion and passionate involvement from both stu-
dents and staff, turning the school into a hub of 
awareness, creativity, fervour and determination. 
The campaign reinforced a powerful truth, ‘our 
youth must invest their energy in education, 
productive hobbies, and positive activities’ not 
in substances that steal their dreams.

Cultural Unit Srinagar of DIPR organizes cultural prog. in remembrance of Sufi 
poet, Jenab Gareeb Abdul Khaliq

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

PULWAMA, SEP 13: Cultural 
Unit Srinagar, in collaboration with 
the District Information Centre 
Pulwama of DIPR J&K, organized 
a cultural programme at Jenab 
Gareeb Abdul Khaliq Memorial 
Committee, Tenghar Pulwama.

The event was held in remem-
brance of the revered Sufi poet, 
Jenab Gareeb Abdul Khaliq whose 
literary and spiritual contribu-
tions continue to inspire gen-
erations.

On the occasion, Cultural Of-
ficer Srinagar, Burhan Hussain in 
his address highlighted the im-

portance of preserving, promoting, 
and reviving the rich cultural 
heritage of the region. He empha-
sized that cultural activities like 
these serve as a strong medium 
to connect communities with their 
roots and to carry forward the 
legacy of Sufi thought, art, and 
tradition.

The programme was well at-
tended by literary figures, artists, 
and members of the local com-
munity, who appreciated the 
efforts of DIPR J&K in fostering 
cultural awareness and strength-
ening the bond of harmony 
through such meaningful initia-
tives.

SCLSC campaign: DLSA Srinagar organizes legal awareness 
programme for inmates at Central Jail Srinagar

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEP 13: District Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA), Srinagar, 
today organized a comprehensive 
legal awareness programme at Cen-
tral Jail Srinagar as part of the Supreme 
Court Legal Services Committee 
(SCLSC) campaign in jails across In-
dia.

The initiative aimed to educate 
inmates about the process and avail-
ability of filing Special Leave Peti-
tions (SLPs) through legal aid, en-
suring that justice remains acces-
sible to all.

The programme was held under 
the chairmanship of Tasleem Ar-
ief, Principal District and Sessions 
Judge, Srinagar, and was conduct-
ed under the guidance of Sajad Ur 
Rehman, Sub-Judge/Secretary, 
DLSA Srinagar.

During the session, Panel Lawyer, 
DLSA Srinagar, addressed the inmates 
and emphasized the importance of 
understanding the procedure for fil-

ing SLPs before the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court.

He encouraged inmates to make 
use of the legal aid services available 
to them and highlighted how the SCLSC 

campaign is designed to support in-
dividuals in navigating the legal sys-
tem effectively.

Assistant Legal Aid Defense Coun-
sel (LADC), DLSA Srinagar, also spoke 
at the event, focusing on the sig-
nificance of legal literacy and the 
role of SLPs in ensuring access to 
justice.

She further raised awareness about 
caste-based discrimination, referenc-
ing the landmark judgment passed 
by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of 
India in Writ Petition (Civil) No. 1404 
of 2023 titled Sukanya Shantha vs. 
Union of India & Others. The judg-
ment reinforces the constitutional 
mandate to eliminate caste-based 
discrimination and affirms the ju-
diciary’s commitment to protecting 
fundamental rights.

This initiative by DLSA Srinagar 
reflects a strong commitment to bridg-
ing the gap between legal institutions 
and incarcerated individuals, promot-
ing awareness, equality, and empow-
erment within the prison system.

PHC Chatroo, HW Centre Udil Gojran receive Prestigious NQAS Certification
DC commends staff efforts during visit to twin health centers

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

KISHTWAR, SEP 13: In a 
landmark achievement for 
healthcare in the Kishtwar 
district, the Primary Health 
Centre (PHC) Chatroo and 
Health & Wellness Centre Udil 
Gojran Chatroo have been 
awarded the National Quality 
Assurance Standards (NQAS) 
certification by the Union 
Ministry of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare (MoHFW), in rec-
ognition of their commitment 
to delivering high-quality 
healthcare services.

PHC Chatroo secured an 
impressive 91.49% score, while 
the Health & Wellness Centre 
Udil Gojran achieved 79.92%, 
successfully meeting all pa-
rameters required for NQAS 
certification. This marks a his-
toric milestone, as the twin 

facilities become the first health 
centres in the Kishtwar district 
to achieve this prestigious ac-
creditation.

The certification reflects 
excellence in six key notified 
areas, including preventive and 
curative services, infrastructure 
and equipment maintenance, 
infection control, waste man-
agement, maternal and child 
healthcare, diagnostic ser-
vices, and community-centric 
health delivery.

The National Assessment 
Team conducted a physical 
inspection of PHC Chatroo 
on August 11, 2025 and Au-
gust 12, 2025, while the 
evaluation of the HW Centre 
Udil Gojran was carried out 
virtually on August 2, 2025. 
The assessment focused on 
crit ical aspects including 
quality of care, hygiene, 

patient safety, and service 
availability for communi-
cable and non-communica-
ble diseases.

Deputy Commissioner, 
Pankaj Kumar Sharma today 
visited PHC Chatroo and pre-
sided over a valedictory func-
tion, during which he inspect-
ed the facility and lauded the 
dedication of the healthcare 
teams of PHC Chatroo and HWC 
Udil Gojran.

The DC personally handed 
over certificates of appreciation 
to all the staff members, ac-
knowledging their tireless ef-
forts in improving health stan-
dards in the region.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the DC expressed immense pride 
in the achievement, stating, “It 
is a matter of great honour that 
PHC Chatroo and Health & Well-
ness Centre Udil Gojran have 

become the first health institu-
tions in the district to receive 
NQAS certification. This rec-
ognition is a direct reflection 
of the commitment, sincerity, 
and teamwork demonstrated 
by our healthcare personnel at 
all levels.

He also commended the 
untiring efforts of CMO Kisht-
war, Dr. Rajinder Kumar; BMO 
Chatroo, Dr. Saima Agoo and 
the entire team of doctors, 
paramedical staff, drivers, and 
sanitation workers, who have 
worked diligently to raise the 
standards of healthcare de-
livery in this remote block and 
achieved the prestigious NQAS 
certification.

He said that this achieve-
ment not only brings pride to 
Kishtwar but also sets a bench-
mark for other health institu-
tions to follow.
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3rd National Lok held across Kashmir 
for timely and amicable justice

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEP 13: In order 
to reduce the burden on the for-
mal judicial system, promote 
access to justice, and encourage 
the timely delivery of justice, 
3rd National Lok Adalat was 
today held under the aegis of 
NALSA and in pursuance to the 
direction of J&K Legal Services 
Authority across all district courts 
in Kashmir.

The National Lok Adalat was 
organized under the able guid-
ance of Justice Arun Palli, Chief 
Justice of the high Court of J&K 
and Ladakh (Patron in Chief, J&K 
Legal Services Authority and 
Justice Sanjeev Kumar, Judge, 
High Court of J&K and Ladakh/ 
Executive, Chairman J&K Legal 
Services Authority, and overall 
supervision of Shazia Tabasum, 
Member Secretary, J&K Legal 
Services Authority.

National Lok Adalat provides 
an effective and economical 
platform for dispute resolution, 
reduces the case backlog and 
delivers justice in a dignified, 
timely, and cost-effective man-
ner, thereby strengthening pub-
lic trust in the judicial system.

During the Lok Adalat, a wide 
range of cases was taken up for 
amicable settlement, including 
Civil and Compoundable Crim-
inal Matters, Matrimonial Dis-
putes, MACT Claims, NI Act 
Cases, Pre-Litigation Disputes, 
Bank Recovery Matters, Electric-
ity Bill Cases, and matters per-
taining to Public Sector Under-
takings (PSUs).

At Srinagar, District Judi-
ciary Srinagar, in collaboration 
with the District Legal Services 

Authority (DLSA) Srinagar and 
Tehsil Legal Services Committee, 
Srinagar successfully organized 
the 3rd National Lok Adalat at 
the District Court Complex Mo-
minabad, Srinagar, and at the 
Court of the Additional Special 
Mobile Magistrate/JMIC Pantha-
chowk.

The Lok Adalat was held un-
der the overall supervision of 
Tasleem Arief, Principal District 
& Sessions Judge/ Chairman, DLSA 
Srinagar, along with Aadil Mush-
taq, Chief Judicial Magistrate/
Chairman TLSC Srinagar and 
Sajad Ur Rehman, Secretary, DLSA 
Srinagar.

The Lok Adalat was inaugu-
rated by Tasleem Arief, Principal 
District & Sessions Judge/ Chair-
man, DLSA Srinagar, in presence 
of esteemed judicial officers, 
members of the bar, court staff 
and DLSA Staff.

To facilitate the amicable 
settlement of cases, 11 benches 
were constituted, in which Over-
all 13671 cases were taken up 
for settlement out of which 12528 
cases were amicably settled & 
Rs. 4,94,62,242 was awarded as 
settlement amount.

At Anantnag, District Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA) An-
antnag organized the 3rd Na-
tional Lok Adalat of 2025 across 
the district.

The event was inaugurated 
by Tahir Khurshid Raina, Prin-
cipal District & Sessions Judge 
(Chairman, DLSA Anantnag) in 
the presence of Judicial Officers, 
Bar members, legal aid counsel, 
court staff and litigants.

The Lok Adalat was convened 
under the supervision of Fozia 
Paul, Secretary, District Legal 

Services Authority Anantnag.
Multiple benches were con-

stituted at the district headquar-
ters as well as in peripheral courts 
including Bijbehara, Vailoo, 
Dooru, Shangus, Aishmuqam, 
Pahalgam and the District Con-
sumer Court to amicably settle 
disputes.

In total, 4,186 cases were 
taken up, out of which 2,055 were 
settled, involving a settlement 
amount of Rs.2.69 crore. Sig-
nificantly, 09 MACT cases were 
resolved with compensation of 
Rs.1.91 crore awarded to claim-

ants.
At Budgam, District Judi-

ciary Budgam and District Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA) Bud-
gam successfully conducted & 
organized the 3rd National Lok 
Adalat at the District Court Com-
plex Budgam as well as in the 
Taluka Courts across the district.

The 3rd National Lok Adalat 
was held under the overall su-
pervision of O.P. Bhagat, Princi-
pal District & Sessions Judge and 
Chairman DLSA Budgam, along 
with Nusrat Ali Hakak, Secretary 
DLSA Budgam.

For smooth disposal, cases 
were pre-identified by the re-
spective courts and placed before 
09 dedicated benches consti-
tuted by DLSA Budgam for settle-
ment.

In total 844 number of cases 
were taken up before the bench-
es, out of which 256 cases were 
amicably settled. A total settle-
ment amount of Rs.1,00,31,995 
was awarded/realized as com-
pensation and recovery during 
the Lok Adalat.

At Ganderbal, District Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA), Gan-
derbal successfully conducted 
3rd National Lok-Adalat today 
in district Ganderbal.

The 3rd National Lok Adalat 
was inaugurated by Abdul Nasir 
(Pr. District & Sessions Judge) 
Ganderbal in presence of Ld. 
Judicial Officers of District Court 
Complex Ganderbal and other 
notable attendees including 
LADCs, Panel Lawyers, Bar Mem-
bers and litigants.

Three benches were consti-
tuted for amicable settlement 
of the cases, among which the 
first & second bench heard 
cases at the District Court Com-
plex, Ganderbal, while as the 
third bench heard cases at the 
Munsiff Court Complex, Kangan.

During the proceedings of 
the Lok Adalat, Chairman DLSA, 
Ganderbal, inspected the Lok-
Adalat Bench proceedings to 
ensure smooth conduct and ef-
fective disposal of Cases.

A total number of 460 cases 
were taken up, out of which 355 
cases were successfully settled 
and an amount of Rs 43,93,200 
was awarded as settlement 
amount.

At Pulwama, 3rd National 
Lok-Adalat was organized today 
in District Court & other subor-
dinate courts of district Pul-
wama under the chairmanship 
of Malik Shabir Ahmad, Chairman 
DLSA (Pr.District & Sessions 
Judge), Pulwama and under the 
supervision of Mudasar Farooq, 
Secretary DLSA Pulwama.

The LokAdalat at District 
headquarters Pulwama was in-
augurated by PD&SJ Pulwama 
which was attended by Judicial 
officers of district Pulwama.

A total number of 715 cases 
were taken up by 05 benches in 
the district out of which 523 
cases were settled in the said 
LokAdalat. An amount of Rs. 
1,43,78,145 was awarded as 
settlement amount in all cases 
including award of Rs. 14,40,000 
in 05 MACT cases.

At Kulgam, 3rd National Lo-
kAdalat was held today in district 
Kulgam, under the chairmanship 
of Aijaz Ahmad Khan, Principal 
District and Sessions Judge /
Chairman District Legal Ser-
vices Authority Kulgam.

Six benches were consti-
tuted, four at Headquarter & one 
each at D.H.Pora and Qazigund.

In the said Lok Adalat, a total 
number of 906 cases were taken 
up however, due to condolence 
on the demise of a Young Bar 
Member of District Bar Associa-
tion Kulgam, the Bar Association 
Kulgam suspended their Court 
Work due to which a minimum 
number of litigants attended the 
Lok Adalat and a total number 
of 260 cases were amicably 
settled. An amount of Rs. 
47,50,550 was awarded as settle-
ment amount.

At Bandipora, District Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA) Ban-
dipora, conducted the 3rd Na-
tional Lok Adalat in the district.

National Lok Adalat was held 
under the supervision of Khalil 
Ahmad Choudhary, Chairman, 
DLSA Bandipora, and guidance 
of Sheikh Babar Hussain, Secre-
tary DLSA Bandipora.

Khalil Ahmad Choudhary, 
Chairman DLSA Bandipora 
inaugurated the 3rd National 
Lok Adalat, which was at-
tended by several judges, in-
cluding Iqbal Ahmad Akhoon, 
Chief Judicial Magistrate, 
Bandipora; Munsiff, Bandip-
ora, and Additional Special 
Mobile Magistrate, Bandipo-
ra, President Bar Association 
Bandipora, and other notable 
attendees including LADCs, 
Panel Lawyers, Bar Members, 
PLVs and litigants etc.

A total of 10 benches were 
constituted, that took up a total 
number of 2171 cases, out of 
which 1424 cases were disposed-
off amicably, resulting in a 
settlement amount of Rs. 
1,28,54,076.

At Shopian, District Legal 
Services Authority Shopian today 
organized 3rd National Lok Adalat 
of the year 2025 at District Court 
Shopian.

For the said National Lok 
Adalat 05 Benches were consti-
tuted by the DLSA. Advocates, 
litigants and other prominent 
citizens participated In the said 
National Lok Adalat.

A total of 361 cases were 
taken up, out of which 273 cas-
es were settled amicably with 
a settlement amount Rs. 
1,67,39,573.

Justice Vinod Chatterji Koul 
inaugurates 3rd National Lok 

Adalat at Baramulla
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

BARAMULLA, SEP 13: Justice Vinod Chatterji 
Koul, Judge, High Court of Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh, who is also administrative Judge of Baram-
ulla, Saturday visited Baramulla and inaugurated 3rd 
National Lok Adalat of year 2025 at District Court 
Complex here.

The National Lok Adalat was organized by District 
Legal Services Authority (DLSA) Baramulla.

Deputy Commissioner Baramulla, Minga Sherpa; 
Chairman DLSA and Principal District and Sessions 
Judge, Jawad Ahmad; President Bar Association, Ad-
vocate Nelofer Masood and others were present on 
the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, Justice Koul un-
derscored Lok Adalat's signif icance in resolv-
ing disputes outside conventional court sys-
tems.

He urged the Legal Services fraternity to 
address substantial, long-pending cases with-
in Lok Adalats that have been lingering in courts 
for long periods and encouraged exploring 
settlements involving relevant departments to 
expedite resolutions and reduce legal proce-
dures.

Meanwhile, Justice Koul personally handed 
over compensation cheques amounting to Rs.16.81 
lakhs to two victims of road accidents, sanc-
tioned under the Motor Accident Claims Tri-
bunal (MACT).

Meanwhile, Justice Vinod Chatterji Koul 
interacted with Bar Association Baramulla and 
emphasized the need for continued cooperation 
between the Bench and the Bar to ensure speedy, 
efficient, and accessible justice to the common 
people.

DC Udhampur reviews preparations for Sewa Parv-2025
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

UDHAMPUR, SEP 13: Deputy 
Commissioner Udhampur, Saloni 
Rai today convened a meeting of 
officers from line departments to 
chalk out a comprehensive plan 
for the smooth celebration of the 
forthcoming “Sewa Parv” in the 
district. The fortnight-long celebra-
tion will be observed from Sep-
tember 17 to October 2, 2025 across 
Udhampur district.

The meeting was attended by 
Additional District Development 
Commissioner Rajinder Singh, 
Additional Deputy Commissioner 
Prem Singh, Assistant Commis-
sioner Revenue Dr. Umesh Shan 
DFO and other senior officers from 
various departments.

The Chief Planning Officer 
Udhampur Uttam Singh gave a 
detailed PowerPoint presentation 
on the proposed activities and 

programmes to be undertaken 
during the upcoming celebration.

Speaking at the meeting, the 
DC laid emphasis on department-
wise planning for effective imple-

mentation. She called for special 
focus on cleanliness drives in 
public spaces and government 
offices, besides holding health and 
blood donation camps, engagement 

with elderly and vulnerable sec-
tions of society and awareness 
campaigns on the government 
welfare schemes to ensure outreach 
at the grassroots level.

The DC further directed the 
departments to integrate key ini-
tiatives such as Nasha Mukht Bharat 
Abhiyan, Pradhan Mantri Surya 
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana, “Ek Ped 
Maa Ke Naam,” “Ek Ped Shaheedon 
Ke Naam,” Viksit Bharat, Viksit 
Jammu and Kashmir, financial 
inclusion schemes and awareness 
programmes on water-borne dis-
eases during the campaign.

Highlighting the wide range 
of activities planned, the DC in-
formed that the fortnight would 
witness cleanliness and plantation 
drives, health check-up camps, 
blood donation camps, educa-
tional and IEC initiatives, workshops 
for vulnerable groups, sustainable 
practices and beautification cam-

paigns. She added that extensive 
awareness about government 
schemes would be ensured through 
real-time monitoring, visual 
documentation and social media 
updates to promote transparency 
and mass participation.

Special emphasis was laid on 
the role of crucial departments 
including Rural Development, 
Health, Education, Municipal 
Council and Social Welfare. The 
DC instructed these departments 
to design and implement innova-
tive programmes under flagship 
schemes so that their benefits 
percolate to the grassroots.

The DC directed all depart-
ments to prepare and submit their 
detailed action plans by this 
evening and urged them to work 
in close coordination to ensure 
active community involvement 
in all activities planned under 
Sewa Parv-2025.

DLIC approves 334 Youth Entrepreneurship 
cases under Mission YUVA in Kulgam

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

KULGAM, SEP 13: The District Lev-
el Implementation Committee (DLIC) 
Kulgam, under the chairmanship of 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Athar Aamir 
Khan, today approved 334 fresh cases 
under the Mission YUVA initiative aimed 
at promoting youth-led entrepreneur-
ship.

The committee cleared proposals 
across three key components — 316 
cases under the Nano category, 16 cas-
es under the MSME component, and 2 
cases under the Existing Enterprises 
scheme.

 These cases are set to receive com-
prehensive financial and institutional 
support, empowering young entrepre-
neurs to establish or expand business 
ventures across sectors such as ser-
vices, retail, agriculture-based enter-
prises, small-scale manufacturing, and 
innovation-driven startups.

Addressing the committee, DC Athar 
Aamir Khan underscored the govern-
ment’s commitment to fostering self-
employment opportunities and urged 
all relevant departments to ensure smooth 
coordination for expedited implemen-

tation. He emphasized the importance 
of structured mentoring, skill develop-
ment workshops, and regular monitor-
ing to ensure that beneficiaries utilize 
the support effectively and achieve 
sustainable growth.

He further directed the departments 
to establish a feedback mechanism that 
allows tracking of progress, identifying 
challenges, and resolving them prompt-
ly. The DC encouraged beneficiaries to 
leverage available training programs 
and explore digital platforms to scale 
their businesses.

The meeting was attended by Ad-
ditional Deputy Commissioner (ADDC) 
Kulgam, General Manager District In-
dustries Centre (DIC), District Social 
Welfare Officer, Assistant Director Em-
ployment, District Nodal Officer of En-
trepreneurship Development Institute 
(EDI), Lead District Manager, Career 
Counseling Officer, and Employment 
Officer, District Employment & Counsel-
ing Centre (DE&CC) Kulgam.

This step under Mission YUVA is 
expected to boost economic activity 
in the district, create job opportuni-
ties, and encourage innovation among 
the youth.

DC Kulgam visits District Hospital; directs expeditious 
completion of ongoing projects

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

KULGAM, SEP 13: To take stock of ongo-
ing health projects in the hospital aimed 
to provide better healthcare facilities to 
the public, Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Kulgam, Athar Aamir Khan today visited 
District Hospital Kulgam.

During the visit, DC passed instructions 
of expediting work on developmental proj-
ects including extension of 50 bedded 
emergency critical care unit, additional 
block for maternity and child health, reno-
vation and upgradation of main District 
Hospital building, new ticketing counter 

cum waiting area, DNB hostel, developing 
additional car parking, and a dedicated 
space for autopsy room.

He took a detailed review of hospital 
functioning by visiting IPD wards, inter-
acted with patients and enquired about 
the facilities being provided in the hospital.

DC enjoined upon executing agency to 
expedite the left out work of old hospital 
building at the earliest so that it can be 
fully utilized for the patients.

DC was accompanied by ADC, Viqar 
Ahmed Giri; Xen R&B, Tehsildar Kulgam, 
AEE, CEO MC Kulgam and administrative 
staff of DH Kulgam.
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High Court wants govt to be 
responsive towards flood 
management

In a significant development the High Court 
of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh has asked the 
Divisional Commissioner, Kashmir to submit an 
Action Taken Report (ATR) by October 28 on the 
recommendations of the report submitted by a 
group working for the preservation of the envi-
ronment. The directions from the court are wel-
come and they are in tune with the aspirations 
of the masses that were at the receiving end 
following incessant rainfall in the last week of 
August and first week of September.

The group known as Environmental Policy 
Group (EPG) filed a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) 
in the High Court relating to the prevention of 
floods in Kashmir. In the PIL it was submitted that 
necessary directions are issued to the govern-
ment as to what steps are being taken to prevent 
floods in Kashmir. Acting on the same the High 
Court asked Divisional Commissioner Kashmir 
to come up with an ATR about the recommen-
dations of the EPG in this regard.

It would be in place to mention here that a 
huge population of Kashmir mostly living in South 
Kashmir and Central Kashmir districts were 
badly affected by floods that hit them hard in 
the first week of September. Hundreds of hectares 
of paddy land got inundated due to the flood 
water and as such the farmers suffered huge 
economic losses. At the same time the fruit 
industry was also hit hard by the floods and huge 
produce of fruits especially apples could be 
floating in the flood waters.         

The EPG has welcomed the directions of the 
High Court and said that this is a significant step 
towards ensuring accountability and scientific 
scrutiny of the works executed for flood preven-
tion and river management in Kashmir. The EPG 
has consistently highlighted the vulnerability of 
the valley to floods and the urgent need to adopt 
sustainable measures to safeguard life, prop-
erty and ecology. The EPG submitted a com-
prehensive report based on expert consultations 
and field observations with the same seeking 
to address the structural gaps, ecological deg-
radation and governance deficits that leave 
Kashmir exposed to flood risks.

Given the fact that the High Court has issued 
directions to the divisional administration of 
Kashmir it is imperative that the people at helm 
take the same seriously. They should come up 
with a comprehensive plan for flood manage-
ment so that there are no more fears of a flood 
in the times to come. This would provide a 
timely relief to the masses especially those who 
are on radar in this regard.
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India’s Digital Revolution:

A Decade of Transformation 
and the Road Ahead

�� Rao Inderjit Singh

Over the past decade, India has undergone a 
digital revolution that is nothing short of extraor-
dinary. What began as a series of targeted techno-
logical interventions has now evolved into a sweep-
ing transformation, touching nearly every aspect 
of Indian life — economy, governance, education, 
healthcare, commerce, and even the lives of farm-
ers and small entrepreneurs in the remotest corners 
of the country.

This journey has not been accidental. It has been 
carefully stewarded by the Government of India 
through a combination of bold policymaking, cross-
ministerial collaboration, and a commitment to 
inclusive growth. While the line ministries - such 
as the Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY), the Ministry of Finance (MoF), 
the Ministry of Agriculture, and others—have execut-
ed large-scale projects on the ground, NITI Aayog has 
served as the policy engine, fostering convergence, 
driving thought leadership, and nudging the system 
toward scalable, citizen-first innovations.

A major inflection point came with the rollout 
of the Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM) trinity. With 
over 55 crore bank accounts opened, millions who 
were previously excluded from the financial system 
suddenly gained access to banking and direct ben-
efit transfers. In a small village in Odisha, a single 
mother was able to receive welfare benefits direct-
ly into her bank account, bypassing middlemen for 
the first time. Her story is echoed by millions across 
India. This massive financial inclusion movement, 
supported by the Ministry of Finance and enabled 
by Aadhaar and mobile penetration, laid the ground-
work for what came next: a fintech explosion.

The Unified Payments Interface (UPI), developed 
by the National Payments Corporation of India under 
the guidance of the RBI, revolutionised the way Indi-
ans transacted. What began as a novel way to send 
money to a friend quickly became the lifeline of small 
businesses, vegetable vendors, and gig workers. Today, 
India records over 17 billion UPI transactions each 
month, and even roadside vegetable sellers accept 
digital payments with a simple QR code.

At the same time, the backbone of India’s digital 
infrastructure was being built—quietly and persis-
tently—under MeitY. Projects like BharatNet brought 
broadband to over two lakh gram panchayats, while 
India Stack created the architecture for paperless, 
presence-less, and cashless services. DigiLocker 
allowed students to access their certificates digi-
tally, and e-Sign enabled remote authentication for 
important documents. DigiYatra is a pioneering 

initiative that enables seamless, paperless, and 
contactless air travel using facial recognition tech-
nology. It ensures faster check-ins, enhanced pas-
senger experience, and improved airport effi-
ciency, all while safeguarding data privacy through 
decentralised identity management. This marks a 
major step in making Indian aviation future-ready 
and passenger-centric. These weren’t just apps—they 
were building blocks of a digital republic.

Digital governance also took a leap forward with 
the launch of the Government e-Marketplace (GeM). 
Designed to bring transparency and efficiency into 
public procurement, GeM has connected over 1.6 
lakh government buyers with more than 22 lakh 
sellers—including a growing number of women 
entrepreneurs and MSMEs. For a small handicraft 
seller from Rajasthan, this meant access to govern-
ment contracts that were previously unimaginable.

The agriculture sector, often seen as resistant to 
change, too began embracing digital tools. Platforms 
like PM-Kisan ensured that income support reached 
farmers directly. e-NAM connected agricultural 
mandis across states, enabling farmers to get better 
prices for their produce. The digital Soil Health Card 
helped them understand what crops to grow and 
what nutrients to add to their land. In rural Jharkhand, 
CSCs (Common Service Centres) run by local entre-
preneurs became digital lifelines—offering everything 
from telemedicine to banking and skilling programmes.

The pandemic was a stress test for India's digital 
public infrastructure—and it passed with flying 
colours. With schools shut, platforms like DIKSHA 
and SWAYAM ensured that learning didn’t stop. 
Children in Ladakh and Kerala could access the 

same content, curated by teachers across India. 
Simultaneously, the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mis-
sion took shape, allowing citizens to access their 
health records through a digital ID and creating a 
seamless experience across hospitals and states.

Commerce, too, witnessed a quiet revolution. 
The Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC), 
an initiative of DPIIT, is now enabling small kirana 
shops and handloom weavers to compete with large 
e-commerce giants. By unbundling the functions 
of digital commerce, ONDC is levelling the playing 
field, ensuring that small businesses can access 
logistics, payments, and customer feedback systems 
with ease.

The convergence role that NITI plays—bringing 
ministries, states, startups, and industry together—
has ensured that digital public goods are interoper-
able, inclusive, and scalable. As India moves toward 
its $5 trillion economy goal, new frontiers are 
emerging: AI-enabled governance, decentralised 
commerce, and multilingual, mobile-first digital 
services that can reach the last person in the line.

But this is not just a government success story. 
It is the story of a nation—of millions of citizens who 
adopted change, entrepreneurs who built on digi-
tal rails, and local leaders who reimagined service 
delivery. 

India’s digital decade is not just about technol-
ogy—it’s about transformation. And the story is only 
just beginning.

Author is Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation; Planning and MoS Culture.

Drug Addiction: A Growing 
Concern Among Youth

�� Kamran Tantray

Drug addiction has become one 
of the gravest global challenges of 
our time. It is not confined to any 
particular country, community, or 
culture—it has spread across the 
world like a silent epidemic. Unfor-
tunately, its primary victims are the 
youth. Children and teenagers 
between the ages of 10 to 19, instead 
of living their most formative years 
learning, discovering, and building 
their future, are increasingly falling 
prey to substance abuse.

The Situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir

In Jammu and Kashmir, the prob-
lem has taken an alarming turn. The 
younger generation, whose energy 

should be invested in education, 
sports, careers, and cultural growth, 
is being diverted toward drugs. 
Behind this lie several factors - aca-
demic pressure, parental expecta-
tions, peer competition, unemploy-
ment, and sometimes strained 
family relationships.

Many students, when unable to 
meet the expectations of parents or 
teachers, face scolding instead of 
encouragement. Such experiences 
deeply damage their confidence and 
self-esteem. In their struggle to 
escape stress, humiliation, or depres-
sion, some turn to drugs, alcohol, or 
tobacco. What begins as an experi-
ment or peer-driven curiosity gradu-
ally turns into a destructive addiction, 
harming both body and mind.

The reasons are many:
Peer Pressure – Youngsters are 

influenced by friends to “try just 
once.”

Academic & Career Stress – Intense 
pressure to secure top marks or pro-
fessional courses.

Unemployment – Lack of oppor-
tunities leading to hopelessness.

Mental Health Issues – Depression, 
loneliness, and anxiety driving youth 
toward harmful escapes.

Easy Availability – Ready access 
to drugs in society worsening the 
crisis.

The Way Forward
Parents must play the most impor-

tant role. Open communication, 
patience, and emotional support can 
prevent children from making harm-
ful choices. Instead of criticism, 
encouragement and understanding 
are vital.

Educational institutions too must 
share responsibility—not only by 
imparting knowledge but also by 
nurturing mental well-being. Regu-
lar counseling, awareness campaigns, 
and motivational programs should 
be a part of school and college life.

For those already addicted, com-
passion and treatment are the answer. 
Rehabilitation centers, guidance, and 
counseling can help them return to 
healthy lives.

Community support is equally 
crucial. Religious leaders, social work-
ers, and local organizations should 

organize awareness drives, cultural 
programs, and sports events to chan-
nelize youth energy positively. Skill-
building, arts, music, and sports can 
offer healthier alternatives to destruc-
tive habits.

The Future of J&K’s Youth
The young generation of Jammu 

and Kashmir is intelligent, talented, 
and full of potential. With the right 
guidance and opportunities, they can 
excel in every field and contribute 
greatly to society. But if drug addiction 
continues to spread unchecked, it 
will endanger not just individual lives 
but also the peace and prosperity of 
the region.

Drug addiction is a silent killer—
but one we can defeat. By guiding our 
youth with love, care, and opportuni-
ties, we can ensure they walk the 
path of growth rather than destruc-
tion. Together—parents, teachers, 
community, and government—we 
must build a progressive, peaceful, 
and drug-free Jammu and Kashmir.

kamrantantary240@gmail.
com
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What Is That Magic On Your Face
But some things do hurt…………But this is not a story about cribbing!

�� M S Nazki

Cosmetic Centre Phubala: The 
Indian Army, in collaboration with the 
Aseem Foundation , established this 
Cosmetic Centre at Phubala village under 
Operation Sadbhavana. It was officially 
inaugurated by Lt. Gen. Abhijit S. Pend-
harkar, General Officer Commanding 
Spear Corps.

Luxury fashion is a highly competitive 
and ever-evolving industry. It’s no secret 
that the global market for luxury goods 
is on the rise, and consumers are increas-
ingly willing to invest in high-quality, 
exclusive, and well-crafted products.

From high-end fashion houses to 
niche brands, the industry offers a pleth-
ora of choices that cater to different 
tastes, styles, and budgets.

Throughout the years, the industry 
has seen significant changes in con-
sumer behavior and market trends. 
However, the following brands have 
managed to stay relevant and maintain 
their position as the top players in the 
luxury fashion industry.

Brands dominating fashion:
CHANEL: Chanel is a brand with a 

legacy etched in fashion history. Some 
of its iconic designs include the little 
black dress, Chanel No. 5 perfume, Cha-
nel 2.55 bag, tweed outfits, pearl neck-
laces, and ballet flats. Coco Chanel, a 
legendary designer, revolutionized 
women’s fashion by introducing shoul-
der bags and yachting pants over 100 
years ago. Her goal was to create more 
comfortable, masculine clothing that 
did not require corsets.

Building on Coco’s legacy, Karl Lager-
feld modernized her original designs in 
the ’80s and reintroduced them, leverag-
ing Chanel’s heritage and brand elements 
into new designs like the interlocking 
CC logo on belts and pearl jewelry, mix-
ing tweed with grunge style. This strat-
egy saved Chanel from financial ruin.

Exclusivity, value-based marketing, 
and legacy are some of the key factors 
that have made Chanel a $13.2 billion 
(about $41 per person in the US) brand. 
Chanel has been successful in maintain-
ing its position in the luxury fashion 
market through its heritage designs, 
attention to detail, and the unique expe-
riences that it offers to its customers. 
The brand’s commitment to quality and 
exclusivity has created a loyal following 
among fashion-conscious consumers 
who appreciate the brand’s rich history 
and iconic designs. 

LOUIS VUITTON: Louis Vuitton, part 
of the LVMH group, the world’s largest 
luxury conglomerate that also owns 
Dior, Fendi, Givenchy, Tiffany, and 75 
other brands, is one of the most coun-
terfeited brands in the world. This is 
mainly due to its iconic designs that have 
remained relatively unchanged over the 
167 years, limited supply, and a strict 
“NO SALE” policy. Despite the chal-
lenges posed by Covid, LV reported 
increased revenue in Q3 of 2020, thanks 
to its domination in China, Japan, and 
Korea – the world’s biggest luxury goods 
markets. 

Louis Vuitton has always been trendy, 
attracting young consumers by diver-
sifying into streetwear and implement-
ing a drop model where collections are 
released with limited stock and time 
without prior notice. The brand also uses 
endorsement deals with the biggest 
names in Asia, such as Mulan’s Liu Yifei, 
Squid Game’s Jung Ho-Yeon, tennis 
player Naomi Osaka, and BTS.

Through these strategies, Louis Vuit-
ton continues to remain relevant and 
popular, especially among younger gen-
erations. The brand’s dominance in the 
luxury goods market is set to continue 
as it continues to diversify and expand 
into new markets. 

GUCCI: Gucci, founded in Florence 
in 1912, is currently the second most 
valuable brand in the world. Although 
Gucci initially focused on manufactur-
ing luxury bags, such as the famous 
Gucci bamboo bag, canvas suitcase, and 
The Jackie, they only began making 

clothing in 1968. Unfortunately, under 
Maurizio Gucci’s leadership, the brand 
almost went bankrupt.

However, in 1994, Tom Ford joined 
Gucci and transformed the brand into 
a major player in luxury fashion. The 
famous ’95 Fall collection and hyper-
sexual brand image gave new meaning 
to the phrase “Sex sells.” Today, Gucci 
remains a favorite among Gen Z and 
millennials, who make up a predicted 
40% of the luxury market by 2035.

Gucci strategically stays at the fore-
front of pop culture, with everyone from 
actor Xiao Zhan and K-pop idols IU and 
Kai to Harry Styles seen sporting the 
brand. As influencers continue to love 
logomania, Gucci will continue to dom-
inate the luxury fashion market.

PRADA: Founded in 1913 by Mario 
Prada, the brand initially started as a 
small leather goods store in Milan. How-
ever, it wasn’t until the 1980s that Prada 
became a household name in the fashion 
world, thanks to Miuccia Prada, Mario’s 
granddaughter, who took over the fam-
ily business and transformed it into a 
global fashion powerhouse. 

Prada has a strong presence in the 
luxury retail market with products, 
including clothing, bags, shoes, and 
accessories, which are sold through its 
own stores, as well as through high-end 
department stores and boutiques. Prada’s 
ability to create a consistent brand iden-
tity and maintain a high level of quality 
across its product lines has contributed 
to its success and longevity in the indus-
try. 

In recent years, the brand has made 
significant efforts to reduce its carbon 
footprint and promote eco-friendly 
practices. For example, Prada has 
launched a sustainable line of nylon 
products, made from recycled materials, 
and has implemented energy-saving 
measures in its stores and factories. 

DIOR: Christian Dior is undoubtedly 
one of the most celebrated fashion 
designers in history, and his brand, Dior, 
is a testament to his legacy. His “New 
Look” collection in the 1940s and 1950s 
revolutionized the fashion industry and 
marked a significant turning point in 
the history of fashion. Since then, Dior 
has become a household name, syn-
onymous with luxury, glamour, and 
sophistication.

One of the key strategies that Dior 
employs to reinforce its brand image 
and legacy is through ambitious exhibi-
tions that showcase its history and 
heritage. The recent Christian Dior: 
Designer of Dreams exhibition in New 
York City was a resounding success, 
attracting thousands of visitors who 
were captivated by the brand’s rich his-
tory and iconic designs. Similar exhibi-
tions like Esprit Dior and the 2019 New 
Look Revolution in London have also 
been highly successful, with almost 
600,000 people attending the latter.

Apart from its exhibitions, Dior’s 
success can also be attributed to its 
strong presence on social media. With 
45 million Instagram followers and 1 
billion views on its WeChat hashtag 
challenge, Dior is a powerhouse when 
it comes to social media marketing. It 
was also ranked No.1 on Launchmetrics’ 
media impact value list, further dem-
onstrating the brand’s influence and 
reach.

In addition to its fashion line, Dior 
has also been highly successful in the 
beauty industry, with its cosmetic line 
being a major contributing factor to the 
brand’s overall success. With a focus on 
high-quality products and innovative 

packaging, Dior’s beauty line has become 
a must-have for many consumers around 
the world. 

Some stories do not get old:
Here is a short story about a girl and 

cosmetics, focusing on themes of 
self-discovery and the evolving use 
of beauty products:

Eliza, a young girl, found a magical, 
old compact in her grandmother's attic, 
sparking her fascination with cosmetics. 
Growing up, she experimented with 
various products, initially using make-
up to fit in but later to express her cre-
ativity and confidence. The story follows 
her journey as she learns that makeup 
is a form of art and self-expression, not 
a tool to conceal flaws or please others, 
ultimately discovering that true beauty 
comes from within and is amplified, not 
created, by the cosmetics she applies.

The Discovery: One rainy afternoon, 
while exploring her grandmother's dusty 
attic, Eliza stumbled upon a beautiful, 
ornate compact. It was filled with a 
shimmering, rose-tinted powder and a 
delicate, slightly smudged mirror. As she 
traced the intricate designs on its surface, 
a sense of magic seemed to emanate 
from the object, sparking a newfound 
curiosity about beauty and makeup.

Early Experiments:  In her teenage 
years, Eliza's interest in the compact 
grew, and she began to experiment with 
cosmetics. At first, she used makeup to 
try and fit in with her peers, a practice 
she later found dissatisfying. She saw 
her peers using makeup as a way to hide 
insecurities, but it never felt right to her. 
She wanted to explore makeup as a 
creative outlet rather than a mask, but 
felt restricted by the societal expecta-
tions of what makeup was supposed to 
do.

A Shift in Perspective: The turning 
point came when she started to follow 
beauty influencers online who celebrat-
ed diversity and individuality. She 
learned that makeup could be a power-
ful form of self-expression, a way to 
experiment with different personas and 
enhance her natural features, rather 
than a tool to erase them. Eliza began to 
see the history of makeup as a reflection 
of evolving societal ideas about beauty, 
from the extravagant adornments of 
royalty to the modern empowerment 
of personal choice.

Embracing Her Own Beauty: With 
this new understanding, Eliza's relation-
ship with cosmetics transformed. She 
no longer saw them as a necessary evil 
but as an art form, a playful way to adorn 
herself. She learned to appreciate the 
versatility of makeup, using it to accen-
tuate her features, express her moods, 
and explore different aesthetics for 
various occasions.

The Enduring Message: Eliza's jour-
ney became a quiet testament to the 
evolving role of cosmetics. She found 
that the most beautiful thing she could 
apply was confidence, and that the com-
pact, while holding historical and aes-
thetic value, was merely a tool for per-
sonal expression. The magic wasn't in 
the powder or the mirror, but in her own 
evolving sense of self, a lesson beauti-
fully painted with every experiment she 
created on her own skin.

Now this is from Meghalya: The 
color of change: The parcel from Mum-
bai arrived on a Tuesday, tucked between 
a bag of rice and a bottle of mustard oil. 
Apu, our local courier, dropped it off 
with a casual nod. Jina’s hands trembled 
as she signed for it, her heart thumping 
against her ribs like a trapped bird. The 

label was addressed to her, a rare occur-
rence in a household where everything 
belonged to "the family".

Her grandmother, the matriarch with 
a spine as rigid as the bamboo fences in 
their Meghalayan village, squinted at 
the box. “What is this new thing you 
have bought from the city, Jina?”

Jina tucked the box behind her back, 
her cheeks flushing. “Just... some note-
books, Ajang.”

Inside, tucked safely among layers of 
bubble wrap, was a collection of Korean 
cosmetics: a BB cream, a lip tint, and a 
set of circular contact lenses. They were 
a world away from the simple herbal 
remedies her grandmother used. Jina 
spent her nights glued to her phone, 
watching K-pop videos and tutorials 
from beauty vloggers who looked like 
her, yet were so much more glamorous. 
They had porcelain skin, straight brows, 
and big, sparkling eyes. It was a look that 
promised a different kind of life, a life 
away from the gossip of the village and 
the judgmental whispers about her looks.

The first time she tried it, she locked 
herself in the small storage room, the 
only place with a full-length mirror. She 
dotted the BB cream across her face, 
watching as it blurred the unevenness 
of her skin. She applied the lip tint, a soft 
gradient of color blooming on her lips. 
Finally, she put in the circular lenses. As 
she looked at her reflection, a stranger 
looked back at her. Her eyes were wider, 
her skin was fairer, and her face looked 
like it belonged on a screen, not in the 
hills. A pang of something bittersweet 
twisted in her chest. This was the girl 
she wanted to be, wasn’t she? This was 
the girl who would be appreciated, who 
wouldn't be called "Chinki" or "Nepalan" 
in the city.

The next day, she went to the local 
market with her mother. The lenses 
made the world seem a little different, 
a little brighter. She caught her own 
reflection in the polished surface of a 
steel utensil and almost didn't recognize 
herself. As they walked past a group of 
older men, she heard one of them mut-
ter, “Ah, another one trying to be a city 
girl.” The words stung. The makeup was 
supposed to be a shield, but it felt like a 
spotlight.

At home, her younger cousin, Lali, 
watched her with wide, curious eyes. 
Lali, with her natural flush and bright, 
unadorned eyes, was the epitome of the 
kind of beauty Jina once admired. “What 
is that magic on your face, Didi?” Lali 
asked.

Jina tried to explain the contouring, 
the subtle colors, and the illusion of it 
all. Lali listened patiently, then said, “But 
why do you want to hide your own face?”

The question hung in the air, simple 
and profound. Jina had no answer for it. 
She spent the rest of the day thinking 
about Lali’s words and the comments in 
the market. The cosmetics felt heavy 
now, a mask rather than a transforma-
tion.

That evening, as the sun dipped 
behind the hills, painting the sky in fiery 
colors, Jina washed her face. The BB 
cream, the lip tint, and the lenses were 
all gone. Her natural reflection stared 
back at her—the same face that her grand-
mother had always told her was beauti-
ful, the same face that had run wild 
through the hills. This time, she didn't 
see the flaws she had been trained to 
see. She saw the girl who was here, in 
this home, under this sunset.

The box of cosmetics stayed tucked 
away in her closet. It wasn't that she had 
given up on makeup entirely; sometimes, 

she still wore a little blush or lip color. 
But she no longer saw it as a means of 
escape. She saw it as a choice, a way to 
play and express herself, not to hide. 
And when Lali asked to try some of the 
products, Jina taught her how to play 
with the colors, to enhance what was 
already there, instead of covering it up. 
The real color of change, she realized, 
wasn't in a bottle. It was in how you saw 
yourself.

The perception that people from 
Northeast India have a distinct or bet-
ter fashion sense compared to others 
in India can be attributed to several 
factors:

Cultural Diversity: Northeast India 
is home to a variety of ethnic groups, 
each with its own unique traditional 
attire and styles. This diversity fosters 
a rich tapestry of fashion influences.

Traditional Attire: The traditional 
clothing of various tribes in Northeast 
India often features vibrant colors, intri-
cate patterns, and unique accessories, 
which can stand out and be perceived 
as stylish.

Influence of Global Trends: Many 
young people in Northeast India are 
influenced by global fashion trends due 
to exposure through the internet and 
social media, leading to innovative 
blends of traditional and modern styles.

Urbanization and Education: 
Increased urbanization and higher edu-
cation levels in many parts of Northeast 
India have led to greater awareness of 
fashion trends and personal grooming.

Individual Expression: There is a 
strong emphasis on individual expres-
sion in fashion choices among the youth, 
allowing for a more personalized and 
creative approach to style.

Fashion Events: The region hosts 
various fashion events and festivals that 
promote local designers and styles, fur-
ther enhancing the visibility and appre-
ciation of their fashion sense.

Overall, the combination of cultural 
richness, creativity, and exposure to 
global trends contributes to the unique 
fashion sense observed in Northeast 
India.

The initiative is part of the Army’s 
broader commitment to women and 
community empowerment, specifi-
cally by enabling skill development, 
livelihood opportunities, and entrepre-
neurial activities for local women.

Objectives & Implementation: The 
project started total budget of Rs 
2,40,000/- was implemented by the 
Indian Army in 2024. After initial meet-
ing with Phubala Welfare Committee 
the center was constructed at its current 
loc. The Centre is fully equipped with 
necessary tools, raw materials, and 
ingredients essential to support cosmet-
ics production and training.

Role of Aseem Foundation: It began 
with 20 women trainees from the local 
community who received hands‑on 
training and mentorship from The Aseem 
Foundation .The Aseem Foundation also 
facilitates market access for selling the 
cosmetics they produce. Local women 
leaders expressed heartfelt appreciation, 
noting how the centre could open new 
professional avenues and support house-
hold incomes  .

The facility fosters self-reliance, pro-
fessional confidence, and economic 
upliftment within the village women.

The philosophy behind the center cen-
ters on sustainable empowerment: wom-
en gain practical skills and ongoing support 
to build their own small enterprises.

Current Status: At present the  centre 
has produced it's first range of products 
The Loktak Mist range which include 
Lipstick, Lipbalm , Lip Gloss , Face Toner 
&   Soaps having produced upto 250 
units. The same shall also be showcased 
during the Durand Cup Matches at Khu-
man Lampak Stadium in Imphal.

Takeaways: Strategic Empower-
ment: Rather than providing only tem-
porary aid, this centre equips women 
with marketable skills and access to 
economic opportunities.

Grassroots Reach: By focusing on a 
rural village like Phubala, the centre 
serves a population often underserved 
by urban-focused interventions.

Collaboration Model: A successful 
example of military–NGO synergy deliv-
ering tangible livelihood initiatives.

As the program grows, the model 
could be scaled to benefit more villages, 
leveraging market linkages provided by 
NGOs or similar agencies.
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Our body needs plenty of healthy food for 
proper growth and development. A balanced 
diet includes rice, meat, fish, eggs, vegetables, 
fruits, and other items rich in essential nutri-

ents. Today, we are fortunate to have enough knowledge to 
distinguish between healthy and unhealthy food choices.

Apart from eating nutritious food, our body also requires 
regular exercise, proper hygiene, medical check-ups, and fresh 
meals to stay fit and healthy. For fitness and well-being, we should 
always prefer food items that are fresh, healthy, and nutrient-rich. 
The Almighty has blessed us with countless delicious foods, and 
among them bananas stand out as one of the healthiest fruits to 
include in our daily diet.

Health Benefits of Bananas
1. Kidney Health
Potassium is vital for controlling blood pressure and supporting 

kidney function.
Bananas, being rich in potassium, may reduce the risk of kidney 

disease by up to 50% when eaten several times a week.

2. Exercise and Muscle Recovery
Known as the "perfect food for athletes," bananas provide eas-

ily digested carbs and essential minerals.
They may help reduce exercise-related muscle cramps and 

soreness, which affect up to 95% of people.
3. Heart Health
A potassium-rich diet can lower blood pressure and reduce 

the risk of heart disease by up to 27%.
Bananas also provide magnesium, another important 

nutrient for maintaining a healthy heart.

4. Satiety and Weight Management
Unripe bananas are rich in resistant starch, while ripe 

bananas contain more soluble fiber.
Both resistant starch and pectin help reduce appetite 

and promote fullness after meals.

5. Improved Insulin Sensitivity
Resistant starch in unripe bananas may improve 

insulin sensitivity by up to 50% within a few weeks.
This can lower the risk of type 2 diabetes, 

although more research is still needed.

Conclusion
Bananas are not only tasty but also a 

powerhouse of nutrients. Whether for 
kidney health, heart health, exercise 
recovery, or weight management, they 
are an excellent fruit to eat regularly 
for a balanced lifestyle.

sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.
com

HT - HEALTH & SCIENCE

The Spirulina
The Superfood of the future

�� Surinderpal Singh

The Spirulina is a blue-green microalgae 
and it belongs to the cyanobacteria family, has 
attracted significant scientific interest in recent 
decades due to its exceptional nutritional 
profile and potential health benefits. It is said 
to be an ancient food which was originally 
consumed in ancient civilizations The spiru-
lina has re-emerged as a potent dietary supple-
mentation gaining worldwide popularity in 
the medical field. 

Spirulina, scientifically known as Arthro-
spira platensis and Arthrospira maxima, is a 
filamentous cyanobacterium capable of pho-
tosynthesis.In the modern world it is labelled 
as a superfood for the future and the spirulina 
is marketed for its high protein content, abun-
dant vitamins, minerals and bioactive com-
pounds. The Researchers, scientists and health 
practitioners of the world are studying its role 
in nutrition, immune modulation, metabolic 
health and for treating chronic diseases.

Nutritional Composition of Spirulina
Spirulina is predominantly composed of:
1. Protein: 
The spirulina is a rich source of proteins 

mingled with speciality of containing all the 
essential amino acids.This unique feature aids 
the spirulina in making it an excellent plant-
based protein source.

2. Vitamins: 
It is rich source of B-complex vitamins (B1, 

B2, B3), Vitamin E with traces of Vitamin K.
3. Minerals: 
It contains contents of minerals like Iron, 

magnesium, potassium and calcium.
4. Essential Fatty Acids: 
It is good source of Gamma-linolenic acid 

(GLA) and omega-6 fatty acids.
5. Antioxidants: 
The Spirulina contains antioxidents like 

Phycocyanin, chlorophyll, carotenoids and 
polyphenols.

6. Polysaccharides and Phenolic Com-
pounds: 

It is said to be an excellent source of polisac-
charides and phenolic compounds which 
possess anti-inflammatory properties.

The Rapeutic Benefits of Spirulina
1. Antioxidant and Anti-Inflammatory 

Properties
The Spirulina contains powerful antioxi-

dants like phycocyanin, which scavenges free 
radicals and reduces the oxidative stress and 
regulates pro-inflammatory cytokines. Stud-
ies have shown that regular spirulina intake 
reduces markers of oxidative damage in 
humans, potentially lowering the risk of 
chronic cardiovascular diseases and cancer.

2. Immunomodulatory Effects

Spirulina enhances the activity of natural 
killer cells and promotes the production of 
interferon and modulates T-cell responses. 
Clinical trials have demonstrated improved 
immune function in elderly populations and 
patients with viral infections.

3. Cardiovascular Health
The Researchers across the globe has indi-

cated that spirulina can improve the lipid 
profiles by lowering LDL cholesterol and tri-
glycerides while increasing HDL cholesterol. 
Additionally the spirulina may reduce the 
blood pressure by promoting endothelial nitric 
oxide production thereby contributing in 
improved vascular health.

4. Anti-Diabetic Potential
Several randomized controlled trials (RCTs) 

have suggested that the spirulina supplemen-
tation could improve the glycemic level and 
it could further reduce the fasting blood glu-
cose levels and enhances insulin sensitivity 
in patients with type 2 diabetes. These effects 
are attributed to its antioxidant properties 
and enhancement of pancreatic -cell function.

5. Anti-Cancer Activity
The preclinical studies have demonstrated 

that spirulina exerts anti-proliferative effects 
on certain cancer cell lines through apoptosis 
induction and immune modulation. However, 
clinical evidence are in preliminary stages and 
requires extensive experimentation and 
research.

6. Anemia and Iron Deficiency
Due to its high iron content and favorable 

bioavailability the spirulina could improve 
the  hemoglobin levels in the human bodies 
and it could help in reducing the symptoms 
of anemia. 

7. Detoxification Support
Spirulina binds heavy metals such as arse-

nic, cadmium and lead which could aid in the 
detoxification of the body. Different animal 
studies throughout the world have shown 
improved excretion of toxic metals after spi-
rulina supplementation.

Cons and Limitations of Spirulina Use
Despite of it's vast number of benefits, 

spirulina has certain limitations and potential 
risks:

1. Contamination Risks
When the spirulina is obtained from uncon-

trolled environments it may be contaminated 
with microcystins, toxic substances produced 
by cyanobacteria, leading to liver toxicity and 
gastrointestinal disturbances.

2. Allergic Reactions
The allergic reaction to spirulina are very 

rare but still some individuals may be prone 
to allergic reactions such as rashes, headaches 
or gastrointestinal upset.

3. Autoimmune Concerns
The spirulina is said to have immunos-

timulatory effects hence spirulina could 
theoretically exacerbate autoimmune condi-
tions (e.g., multiple sclerosis, lupus), though 
robust clinical data are lacking.

The author is a Faculty in Science 
Department in Sri Amritsar Sahib Punjab
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Executive PWD (R&B) Division Doori
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

NIT NO 22 OF R&B/Dooru/2025-26 /E-TENDERING/EED/HD/ 2179-84   |   DATED: 11-09-2025
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K ,Executive Engineer PWD (R&B) Division Dooru invited etenders 

on % age basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central 
Governments for each of the following works:
S.No Name of Work Est. Cost T.D Cos E/M Time Class
1 Construction of HDO office building / Construction 

of Protection wall at Duroo Anantnag
61.60 lacs (52.30 
+ 9.30)

1600 123200 12 Months AAY Class Only

Position of AAA: Accorded
Position of TS: Accorded
The date of completion is subject to the availability of funds.
The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms- and 

conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per 
schedule of dates given below:
S.No. Particulars Dated
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 11/09/2025
2 Period of Downloading of bidder documents From 12/09/2025 (9:00 Am) To 22-09-2025 (06:00 PM)
3 Bid submission Start Date From 12/09/2025 (9:00 Am)
4 Bid Submission End Date To 22/09/2025 (06:00 PM)
5 Date and time of opening of bid (online) 23/09/2025 (11:30AM) In the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division 

Dooru
1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt (Under MH- 0059 PWD) in 

favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division DOORU [Tender Inviting Authority] (Name of Work to be mentioned on the Treasury 
Challan / Receipt)(Refer Govt. order No. O.M No. A/24 (2017)-651 Dt 07-06-2018 (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between 
the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date ( NIT No and Name of work/ Item No. should be mentioned on Treasury 
Challan) and EMD (2% of advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division DOORU 
(Tender receiving Authority).

2. All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG. Non 
submission of Earnest Money/Bid Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive.

3. The 1st lowest responsive (Successful) Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security 
in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division DOORU (Tender receiving authority) within 03 Days 
before fixation of Contract and shall be released after successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work.

Failure to produce Performance Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor for a 
period of 01 Year be forwarded to Higher Authorities.

4. The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG of the successful Bidder shall be 
released after receiving Performance security @5% of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be released 
after successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work.

5. Note: a. MSME’s are required to pay only 50% of Tender Document Cost or Rs 500/- whichever is lower.
MSME’s are required to pay only 50% of the amount of EMD/ Bid Security or Rs 5000/- whichever is lower.
6. The bidders are requested to quote their rates excluding 18%GST.
7. The date and time of opening of Bid shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders 

automatically through e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web 
Site in the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division DOORU.

8. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of Opening of Technical bids.
9. The Earnest Money/Performance Security shall be forfeited If:
a) Any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modification in the terms and 

conditions of the bid.
b) Failure of successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within specified time period before issue of letter 

of intent.
c) Successful Bidder fails to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
d) If at any stage of work, the Bidder back up from the contract, again the Performance security/EMD as well as work done 

claim will be forfeited.
e) The tenders shall be opened and allotted to Ist lowest responsive bidder only when the funds are released/ available on 

Beams.
10. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
a. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” 

on website www.jktenders.gov.in to acquaint bid submission process.
b. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology 

Act-2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved vendors.
c. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No Financial bid will be accepted in 

physical form.
d. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.
e. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid.
Note: Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.
No: EED/HD/2178-84     |    Dt:11/09/2025

Sd/- Er Farooq Ahmad Khan
Executive Engineer, PWD (R&B) Division Dooru

DIPK: 6194/25     |     Dated: 13-09-2025

I have changed my name from (old name) Muheet Syed 
Makhdoomi S/O Nizam Ud Din Pir to (New name) Muheet Syed 
S/O Syed Ahmed Makhdoomi in future I will be known as (New 
name) Muheet Syed.S/O  Syed Ahmed Makhdoomi  If anybody 
is having any objection he/she may contact Passport Office, 
Srinagar within 7 days. After 7 days no objection will be 
accepted.

NAME: UHEET SYED
S/O: YED AHMED MAKHDOOMI

R/O: ARABAL SHALIMAR

This is an information for general public that in my Driving 
licence bearing Registration No JK-05 20040014037,my name 
has been Mistakenly Mentioned as Mohammad Younus Lone, 
while as my Actual and correct name as per my Aadhaar Card 
is Mohd Younis Lone. Now i want to apply for its correction in 
this regard any person having any objection he/she may file 
the Objections in office of the Assistant Regional Transport 
Office Bandipora with in a period of seven days, from the date 
of the publication I have lost,after that no objection shall be 
accepted.

Mohd Younis Lone.
S/O Gh Qadir Lone.

R/O Wuhab Parray Mohalla, Hajan Ghat
District Bandipora

This is to inform the general public that in the insurance 
records of Mr. Manzoor Hussain, his particulars have been 
incorrectly mentioned. His correct details are as follows:

Name: Manzoor Hussain  
Father’s Name: A.K. Mohd. Hassan  
Address: R/O Chiktan
However, due to an error, the records have been entered as:
Name: Manzoor Hussain  
Father’s Name: Mohmmad Hussain  
Address: R/O Chiktan
I hereby request that the necessary correction be made in the 

insurance policy. If any person has any objection to the aforesaid 
correction, they may kindly contact the concerned authorities within 
7 (seven) days from the date of publication of this notice.

Sd/-   Manzoor Hussain, S/O A.K. Mohd. Hassan  
Contact: 7051147090

It is hereby notified that my Name dob and Address has 
been incorrectly mentioned on his Adhar card, 680097103158 
as Waseem Ahmad Shah S/O Ab Jabar Shah R/O Vodapora 
DOB 14/01/2002 while his correct Name Address DOB is 
Waseem Jabar Shah S/O Abdul Jabar Shah R/O Khuramabad 
Handwara DOB 05/04/2004 now I have applied for the 
correction. If anybody having any objection in this regard 
he/she may file his/her objection concerned authority /
UIDAI office  within a period of 07 days after that no objection 
will be accepted. 

Name: WASEEM JABAR SHAH
DOB 05/04/2004

S/O ABDUL JABAR SHAH 
R/O: KHURAMABAD TEHSIL HANDWARA

DIST KUPWARA

My name has been wrongly written as MOHD HUSSAIN 
MANSOOR PANDITH in the qualif ication certif icate/ 
documents while my correct name is  MOHAMMAD HUSSAIN 
MANSOOR S/O GHULAM MOHAMMAD PANDITH which 
needs to be corrected .If anybody having any objection 
in this regard he /she may file his/her objection in the 
office of concerned authorities within seven days from 
the publication of this notice after that no objection will 
be entertained.

Name....MOHAMMAD HUSSAIN MANSOOR 
S/O GHULAM MOHAMMAD PANDITH 

R/O ATHOORA 
Distt....BARAMULLA

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice
It is hereby notified that in my school records, the name 

of my mother has been incorrectly mentioned as Ruqaya. The 
correct name is Rukhsana. I am applying for the necessary 
correction in the said records. Any person having any objection 
to this correction may kindly contact the concerned authorities 
within 7 (seven) days from the date of publication of this notice.

Zainab, D/O Mudasir Ahmad Sofi  , M/O Rukhsana   
R/O Dana Mazar, Safa Kadal, Srinagar

Public NoticeJKEDI organises Boot Camps at 
Udhampur, Kathua under J&K 

Startup Idea Challenge
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

JAMMU, SEP 13: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Institute (JKEDI) continued its 
mission of fostering innovation and 
empowering youth through entre-
preneurship by organizing Boot 
Camps under Startup Idea Challenge 
at Government College for Women, 
Udhampur and Government Degree 
College Kathua.

The events, held under the J&K 
Startup Policy 2024–2027, witnessed 
enthusiastic participation from stu-
dents, aspiring entrepreneurs, and 
faculty members.

At Government Degree College 
Kathua, the boot camp and pitching 
session saw participation from than 
100 students and was inaugurated 
by Prof. Rakesh Singh, HoD Chemistry 
and In-charge of Career Counselling 
Cell, GDC, Kathua who appreciated 
JKEDI’s role in encouraging youth 
towards entrepreneurship. Fourteen 
aspiring entrepreneurs pitch their 
ideas before an expert jury out of 
which eight ideas were shortlisted 
for the next round. Dheeraj Handoo, 
District Nodal Officer, JKEDI, Kathua 
presented the details regarding the 
J&K Startup Policy 2024-27 while Vir 
Pratap Singh, Teaching Associate, 
JKEDI deliberated on the various 
incentives provided by the Govern-
ment related to J&K Startup Policy 
2024-27.

Similarly, more than 100 students 
attended the program at Government 
College for Women Udhampur.  Dr. 
Nalini Pathania, Principal of the Col-
lege, was the Chief Guest. She empha-
sized the importance of entrepreneur-
ship in youth empowerment.  Yash 
Paul, District Nodal Officer (DNO) 
JKEDI Udhampur, presented details 
of the J&K Startup Policy 2024–27, 
while Dr. Vinod Sharma, Teaching 

Associate, JKEDI, highlighted various 
incentives, support mechanisms and 
the structured phase wise format of 
the J&K Startup Idea Challenge. A total 
of seven ideas were shortlisted by a 
distinguished jury composed of des-
ignated faculty members from the 
college, officials from DIC Udhampur.

These boot camps served as 
vibrant platforms for idea exchange, 
motivation, and entrepreneurial 

learning. The dignitaries and jury 
members across all three districts 
lauded JKEDI’s sustained efforts to 
nurture entrepreneurship and inno-
vation at the grassroots level. By pro-
viding mentorship, exposure, and 
support, JKEDI is reinforcing its mis-
sion to strengthen the startup eco-
system and empower the youth of 
Jammu and Kashmir to become job 
creators rather than job seekers.

Poonch Admin
finalizes Sewa Parv 2025 

preparations with focus on 
inclusive, participatory 

outreach
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

POONCH, SEP 13: To ensure effective execution 
of the Sewa Parv activities slated to be observed 
from 17th September to 2nd October 2025, Addi-
tional District Development Commissioner (ADDC) 
Pankaj Magotra chaired a meeting with concerned 
district officers and heads of institutions to discuss 
the arrangements for the fortnight-long campaign.

The meeting focused on ensuring active public 
participation, inter-departmental convergence, and 
comprehensive community outreach, aligning with 
the spirit of Sewa Parv — a nationwide celebration 
of selfless service and inclusive development.

During the meeting, officers briefed the ADDC 
on planned and ongoing initiatives including clean-
liness drives, community meals for the needy, health 
check-ups, blood donation camps, and nutrition 
awareness under health initiatives. They also dis-
cussed awareness programs on key government 
schemes such as PM-KISAN, Ayushman Bharat, and 
other flagship initiatives through capacity-building 
workshops. A variety of cultural and educational 
activities like essay competitions, wall paintings, 
art and slogan contests, and donation drives for 
underprivileged students were also presented as 
part of the upcoming celebrations.

Speaking on the occasion, ADDC Pankaj Magotra 
emphasized that Sewa Parv is not just a series of 
activities, but a collective spirit of service, underscor-
ing the government commitment to citizen welfare 
and inclusive governance. He directed key departments 
including ICDS, Education, Rural Development, Health, 
Municipality, Information, JKAACL, and Social Welfare 
to develop targeted activities under various schemes 
to ensure outreach at the grassroots level.

The Directed Action Plan for Sewa Parv 2025 
includes; Cleanliness drives across towns and villages, 
Tree plantation campaigns, Health and wellness camps, 
Blood donation drives, IEC (Information, Education & 
Communication) initiatives, Workshops for vulnerable 
groups, disaster preparedness, Beautification and 
sustainable development campaigns, Widespread 
awareness about government schemes.  All activities 
will be monitored in real time, with visual documen-
tation and social media amplification to ensure trans-
parency, visibility, and mass engagement.

The meeting was attended by Chief Planning 
Officer (CPO), Mohd Iqbal; Principal GDC Poonch, 
Dr. Jasbir Singh; ACP Rakesh Sharma; DFO; CMO Dr. 
Parvaiz Ahmed Khan; DSWO/EO Municipality, Khalil 
A. Banday; DIO NIC, Parvinder Singh, Dy. Chief 
Education Officer; District Nodal Officer JKEDI; 
Principal Polytechnic, and other concerned officers.

156 cases settled by 3rd 
National Lok Adalat Samba

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

SAMBA, SEP 13: As per the directions of Executive 
Chairman J&K Legal Services Authority, 3rd National Lok 
Adalat for the year, 2025 was today organised at District 
Court Complex, Samba.

The National Lok Adalat was inaugurated by  R. N. 
Wattal, Pr. District & Sessions Judge (Chairman District 
Legal Services Authority, Samba).

Three benches were constituted for expeditious dis-
posal of Cases (Pre and Post Litigation); The Bench No.1 
was presided over by  R. N. Wattal,  Pr. District & Sessions 
Judge (Chairman District Legal Services Authority, Sam-
ba) alongside  Arvind Sharma, Addl District & Sessions 
Judge and assisted by Advocate Ajay Gupta. The Bench 
No.2 consisted of Chief Judicial Magistrate Umesh Shar-
ma, Munsiff(JMIC) Himani Parihar and  Advocate Renu 
Bala; The Bench No. 3 comprised  Addl. Spl. Mobile Mag-
istrate Rashi Verma, Addl. Munsiff Kritika Sethi and 
Advocate Vijay Gupta.

The matters placed before the Benches included Civil, 
Criminal Compoundable, Cheque Bounce, Bank Recovery 
matters, MACT, Matrimonial, Pre-litigation matters, D.V. 
Act, Negotiable Instrument Act, 125 Cr.Pc. and Petty Offence(s) 
including  traffic challans.  A total number of 335 cases were 
taken up for their amicable settlement out of which 156 
cases were settled and an amount of Rs 2,64,63,065/- was 
realized as settlement amount.
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Sakeena Itoo holds mega Public 
Darbar at K.B Pora Kulgam

Also visits PHC K.B Pora, dedicates Analyser for public use
�� HT News Desk / DIPR

KULGAM, SEPTEMBER,13: Min-
ister for Health, Medical Education, 
Social Welfare and Education, Sa-
keena Itoo today visited K.B Pora 
area of Kulgam and held a massive 
Public Darbar to address public is-
sues and take stock of developmen-
tal needs of locals.

Addressing a large gathering on 
the occasion, the Minister empha-
sized on the importance of respon-
sive administration, adding that the 
Chief Minister has established a 
dedicated mechanism ‘Raabta Pub-
lic Outreach Office’ to address the 
issues and grievances of people.

“Our priority is to ensure that 
every citizen, regardless of their 
location, has access to quality health-
care services and other basic neces-
sities. Today’s Public Darbar is a 
testament to our commitment to 
transparent governance, account-

ability, and rapid response to pub-
lic concerns”, Minister Sakeena 
stated.

She added that the aim of Gov-
ernment is to ensure that no voice 
from any corner goes unheard, add-
ing that K.B Pora and all its adjacent 
areas deserve the same attention 
and developmental thrust.

The Minister highlighted that 
the Omar Abdullah led Government 
is committed to addressing the de-
velopmental needs and other issues 
of the public. She further stressed 
that the Government is focusing on 
better infrastructure, employment 
avenues for local youth, and improved 
implementation of welfare schemes.

During the Public Darbar, Sa-
keena Itoo also interacted with lo-
cal residents and took stock of their 
pressing issues and demands. Locals 
on the occasion raised various issues 
like upgradation of K.B Pora–Hawk-
wass road, establishment of a JK 
Bank branch and ATM, upgradation 
of Girls Middle School, staff aug-
mentation at health centres and 
educational institutions, library and 
reading room, marriage hall, public 
park, and playground.

The Minister, while interacting 
with public delegations, assured 
them that their genuine issues would 
be redressed promptly. She also 
called upon officers to conduct pe-
riodic reviews and field visits in 
far-flung areas to effectively mon-
itor public welfare services.

Earlier the Health Minister also 
visited Primary Health Centre (PHC) 
K.B Pora and dedicated an Analy-
ser machine for the public use.

Doda: District Panel approves 514 
cases under Mission YUVA

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

DODA, SEP 13: In a significant stride 
towards youth empowerment and employ-
ment generation, the District Level Imple-
mentation Committee (DLIC) today approved 
514 loan cases under the Mission YUVA. 
The meeting was chaired by Deputy Com-
missioner (Chairman DLIC Mission YUVA) 
Harvinder Singh.

With this latest approval, the cumulative 
number of sanctioned cases under Mission 
YUVA has reached 1396, which accounts 
for nearly 70% of the total applications re-
ceived in the district — marking a milestone 
in fostering entrepreneurship, skill devel-
opment, and sustainable livelihood op-
portunities for the youth of Doda.

The meeting was attended by DLIC 
members including Additional District 
Development Commissioner (Nodal Officer, 
Mission YUVA)Roshan Lal ;  Deputy Direc-
tor Employment, Rafiq Ahmad Jaral; Gen-
eral Manager, DIC Doda and others.

The session commenced with a com-
prehensive briefing by the Deputy Director 
Employment. He presented the latest sta-
tus report of Mission YUVA in the district. 
The report included the number of applica-
tions received and verified on the Mission 
YUVA portal as well as the DPRs prepared 

and verified by Small Business Development 
Unit (SBDU) members.

Addressing the Committee, the Deputy 
Commissioner reiterated that Mission YUVA 
is not just a loan scheme but a holistic platform 
aimed at cultivating entrepreneurship, in-
novation, and self-reliance among the youth. 
He emphasized continuous capacity-build-
ing, mentoring, and handholding support, 
along with structured monitoring to ensure 
the sustainability of the sanctioned ventures.

Concluding the session, Deputy Direc-
tor Employment extended a heartfelt vote 
of thanks to the Chair and all participating 
members, lauding their commitment, co-
operation and dedicated efforts towards 
the successful execution of Mission YUVA 
initiatives in Doda district.

National Lok Adalat held at ADR Centre 
Court Complex Kathua

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

KATHUA, SEP 13: The National Lok Adalat 
was held today at the ADR Centre of the 
Court Complex, Kathua under the guidance 
of the Chairman, District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA) Jatinder Singh Jamwal, 
(Principal District & Sessions Judge).

To facilitate the smooth conduct 
of the Lok Adalat , 2 benches were 
constituted at the district court com-
plex and one each at Bani, Billawar, 
Mahanpur and Hiranagar.

The 1st Bench comprised the Principal 
District & Sessions Judge, Jatinder Singh 
Jamwal and Additional District & Sessions 
Judge, Pravin Pandoh, the 2nd Bench com-
prised Chief Judicial Magistrate Ajay Shar-
ma and District Mobile Magistrate (T)  
Neena Thakur.

Similarly, a bench comprising Addi-
tional Special Mobile Magistrate Poonam 
Gupta and Munsiff/JMIC Prashant Kumar 
was constituted at Billawar, while another  
bench comprising Munsiff/JMIC Meera 
Bangrota and Advocate Naresh Gupta was 
constituted at Hiranagar.

At  Mahanpur the bench consisted of 
Munsiff/JMIC Kangana Gupta and Advocate 
Deep Kumar, while the  Bani Bench  con-
sisted of Munsiff/JMIC Ashutosh Sharma .

A substantial number of cases were 
taken up for amicable settlement during 
the proceedings, resulting in successful 
resolutions and significant recovery of 
amounts tuning to Rs. 1,81,83,380.

The initiative reflects the commitment 
of the Judiciary and the Legal Services Au-
thority towards promoting alternate dispute 
resolution mechanisms and ensuring 
timely justice to the public.

ADC Bhaderwah convenes meeting 
with members of civil society

HT News Desk / DIPR

BHADERWAH, SEP 13: A public meeting 
was convened today under the chairman-
ship of Additional Deputy Commissioner 
(ADC) Bhaderwah, Sunil Kumar Bhutyal, 
at his office chamber. The meeting brought 
together representatives of civil society, 
prominent citizens and community leaders 
to discuss pressing issues in the town.

The meeting was attended by ASP  Vinod 
Kumar; Tehsildar Kamal Preet Singh, Pres-
ident of Sanatan Dharam Sabha Satish Ku-
mar, President of Anjuman Islamia Riyaz 
Ahmed Najar, along with senior citizens 
and civil society members including Mast 
Nath Yogi, Mohd Ashraf Goni, Shabir Ahmed 
Chowdhury, Manoj Padha, Vaid Parkash, 
Manoj Kotwal, Jugal Kishor, Naseer Mahboob 
(President of Youth Action Committee), 
Abdul Hafiz Khateeb, and others.

During the meeting, citizens strongly 
demanded the restoration of internet ser-
vices in Bhaderwah, emphasizing the dif-
ficulties faced by students, traders, and the 
general public.

Responding to the concerns, the ADC 

assured that internet services would be 
restored soon. He also directed the con-
cerned officers to strictly monitor the rates 
of essential commodities to prevent over-
charging.

The leaders and civil society Members 
across the communities appealed for main-
taining communal harmony and strength-
ening the bond of brotherhood in the dis-
trict. They stressed that peace and unity 
are the foundation of Bhaderwah’s social 
fabric and all citizens must work together 
to safeguard it.

Preparations for Sewa Parv-2025 
reviewed at Kupwara

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

KUPWARA, SEP 11: On the directions of Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Kupwara, Shrikant Suse, Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Kupwara, Gulzar 
Ahmad Khan, presided over a meeting today to assess 
the preparations for the forthcoming 'Sewa Parv-
2025'.

The two-week event is set to be observed across 
the Union Territory from September 17 to October 
2, 2025.

The sewa parv will be kick started on 17th Sep-
tember with conduct of a mega programme at District 
Headquarter Kupwara. District officers of the line 
departments shall exhibit their unique stalls focus-
ing on on-spot service delivery in the event .The 
officers stand directed to act strictly according to 
the action plans ensuring maximum services are 
provided to the masses during the Sewa parv.

The celebrations will encompass a wide range of 
activities based on several key themes. These include 
initiatives focused on cleanliness drives, environ-
mental action, education, and engagement with the 
elderly and vulnerable segments of society, health 
and nutrition, awareness workshops, capacity build-
ing, cultural programs, and public outreach campaigns.

A significant part of the discussions was dedi-
cated to the ‘Swasth Nari, Sashakt Parivar Abhiyan’ 
and 'Poshan Mah' campaigns, which will run concur-
rently from September 17 to October 2. These initia-
tives will place a special emphasis on women's health, 
empowerment, and nutrition.

ADC stressed the need for departments to ensure 
their actions are visible, impactful, and lead to a 
sustained improvement in key performance indica-
tors throughout the campaign.

The meeting was attended by  SDM Lolab, DFO 
Kamraj, Chief Animal Husbandry Officer, District 
Ayush Officer, District Sheep Husbandry Officer, and 
other concerned officers who joined the meeting 
virtually.

Cooperative Public High School Tikri gets new classrooms
Addl. Registrar Cooperatives inaugurated newly constructed facility

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

UDHAMPUR, SEP 13: Addi-
tional Registrar Cooperative So-
ciety, Jammu, Bal Krishan, today 
visited Cooperative Public High 
School, Tikri, Udhampur, where 
he inaugurated the newly con-
structed classrooms in the presence 
of Deputy Registrar, Cooperative 
Society, Udhampur, Nishtha Nayyar. 
The new classrooms are expected 
to significantly enhance the learn-
ing environment and accommodate 
a growing number of students in 
the region.

The event began with a warm 
welcome by Col. Balwant Singh 
(Retd.), Chairman of the Society, 
who delivered the welcome ad-
dress. In his remarks, he high-

lighted the school’s mission to 
provide quality education to stu-
dents from all backgrounds and 
expressed deep gratitude to the 
community, donors, and officials 
who have contributed to the school’s 

development and continued suc-
cess.

In a gesture reflecting the Co-
operative department’s holistic 
approach, Additional Registrar Bal 
Krishan also distributed relief funds 

to families affected by recent floods. 
He emphasized that the depart-
ment’s commitment extends be-
yond education and infrastructure, 
aiming to support vulnerable 
communities in times of need.

During his address, the Ad-
ditional Registrar praised the 
school’s management and the 
Cooperative Society for their 
dedication and proactive initia-
tives. He stressed that well-de-
veloped infrastructure, combined 
with dedicated teachers and mo-
tivated students, plays a vital role 
in nurturing talent and shaping 
the future. He encouraged col-
laboration between educational 
institutions, local administration, 
and community members to cre-
ate sustainable and inclusive learn-

ing spaces.
He further visited several class-

rooms, interacted with students, 
and appreciated their enthusiasm 
and active participation. He ac-
knowledged the teachers’ efforts 
in fostering a positive and engag-
ing learning environment and 
encouraged them to continue 
working with passion and com-
mitment.

Principal Vandana Gupta, in 
her vote of thanks, expressed 
gratitude to the Cooperative de-
partment for its continuous sup-
port and assured that the school 
would strive to uphold high stan-
dards of education and discipline. 
She also highlighted the importance 
of community involvement in 
achieving educational excellence.

Satish Sharma meets Union MoS Nimuben Jayantibhai Bambhaniya
Flags key food security, consumer welfare issues of J&K

�� HT News Desk / DIPR

JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 13: 
Minister for Food, Civil Supplies 
& Consumer Affairs, Information 
Technology, Transport, Youth 
Services and Sports, Satish 
Sharma, today, held a meeting 
with the Union Minister of State 
for Consumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution, Nimuben 
Jayantibhai Bambhaniya, who 
is on a visit to Jammu and Kash-
mir.

During the interaction, Min-
ister Sharma put forth a series 
of issues of urgent public impor-
tance concerning the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir, especially 
those living in border belts, flood-

affected and low-lying areas, as 
well as bifurcation of the Ration 
cards and sought the interven-
tion of the Union Government 
for their redressal.

The Minister underlined the 
need for permanent Fair Price 
Shops (FPSs) and Government 
Food Stores in vulnerable areas 
to ensure an uninterrupted sup-
ply of essentials. He also urged 
for the inclusion of millets, 
pulses and edible oils in the PDS 
basket to enhance nutritional 
security, particularly for mar-
ginalised communities.

Highlighting the infrastruc-
tural needs, Satish Sharma 
pressed for modern warehous-
ing facilities with temperature 

control, pest management and 
automated storage systems, as 
well as scientifically designed 
disaster-resilient grain silos at 
the district level for long-term 
preservation of buffer stocks. 

He also called for the establish-
ment of state-of-the-art food 
testing laboratories across J&K 
to monitor the quality and safe-
ty of distributed food items.

To safeguard consumer rights, 

the Minister sought urgent at-
tention towards strengthening 
consumer courts in J&K with an 
allocation of Rs. 50 crore for set-
ting up 20 District Consumer 
Forums and two State Commis-
sions. He also stressed the im-
portance of consumer awareness 
programmes, regional workshops 
and capacity building initiatives 
for citizens, manufacturers, dis-
tributors and retailers.

In view of recent natural ca-
lamities, Satish Sharma appealed 
for additional foodgrains for af-
fected families, proposing 5 kg 
per person for flood-hit inhabit-
ants and 10 kg per person for 
those in cloudburst-affected 
areas, over and above the exist-

ing quota.
The Minister further recom-

mended the delegation of pow-
ers under the Essential Com-
modities Act, 1980 to the UT 
Government, enabling it to de-
clare essential items such as 
oilseeds and other local produce 
to effectively control black mar-
keting and regulate prices in the 
interest of consumers.

“The people of Jammu and 
Kashmir, especially those in 
border and disaster-prone areas, 
deserve strengthened food se-
curity systems, robust consum-
er protection mechanisms and 
improved infrastructure. I am 
confident that with the support 
of the Union Government, we 

will be able to address these 
pressing issues in a comprehen-
sive manner”, Minister Sharma 
said.

Union MoS Nimuben Jayan-
tibhai Bambhaniya appreciated 
the detailed issues raised by the 
State Minister and assured full 
cooperation from the Centre.

She highlighted the Union 
Government under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister is com-
mitted to strengthen the food 
security and consumer welfare 
across all regions, including 
Jammu and Kashmir. She added 
that the concerns raised will be 
given due consideration, and 
necessary support will be ex-
tended to address them.
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Shah to inaugurate 2nd National Conference 
of Anti-Narcotics Task Force on Sept 16

�� United News of India

NEW DELHI, SEP 13: union 
Home Minister Amit Shah will 
inaugurate the 2nd National Con-
ference of Anti-Narcotics Task 
Force (ANTF) here on September 
16 that will serve as a platform 
to reinforce the government’s 
commitment to a drug-free India 
and formulate a roadmap to 
achieve this goal.

At the two-day conference, to 
be participated by ANTF Heads 
of States and union Territories 
(UTs), the Home Minister will also 
release the Narcotics Control 
Bureau (NCB) Annual Report- 
2024 and launch the online Drug 
Disposal Campaign, a Home Min-
istry statement said.

The theme of the conference 
is “United Resolve, Shared 

Responsibility”. The conference 
will hold a comprehensive review 
and analysis of the collective 
efforts made by all concerned 
stakeholders in combating the 
drug menace in the country and 
deliberate on the future roadmap.

Detailed deliberation on var-
ious facets of drug supply, demand 
reduction and harm reduction 
including their national security 
implication and steps to be taken 
for strengthening of drug law 
enforcement in the country will 
also take place during the event, 
apart from the need of whole of 
the government approach 
required to address the menace.

Six technical sessions are lined 
up during the event. The delib-
erations are expected to generate 
actionable outcomes with a view 
to move forward with strategy 

drawing upon the strength of 
various stakeholders.

The NCB and States and UTs 
Anti-Narcotics Task Forces envision 
a future-ready partnership that 
integrates technology, intelligence, 
and community action to combat 
drug abuse and trafficking.

The government has adopted 
“zero tolerance policy” against 
drugs. Amit Shah had directed 
all states and UTs in 2021 to estab-
lish a dedicated Anti-Narcotics 
Task Force. He had inaugurated 
the first National Conference of 
ANTF Heads from all states and 
UTs in April 2023.

ANTF Heads of 36 states and 
union Territories apart from 
stakeholders from other govern-
ment Departments will be 
attending the conference to be 
held on September 16 and 17. UNI

NHRC seeks report
on attack against scribe 

in Assam’s Lumding
�� United News of India

NEW DELHI, SEP 13: The National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) has taken suo motu cognizance 
of a disturbing incident involving the assault and 
grievous injury of a media professional near Lumd-
ing Railway Institute in Assam on September 7, 2025.

According to reports, the victim was attacked by 
a group of anti-social elements while returning 
home after work and was later rescued by police 
and hospitalized for urgent treatment.

The NHRC in a statement here today said, if the 
reports are accurate, the incident constitutes a grave 
violation of human rights. “In response, the Com-
mission has issued a formal notice to the Director 
General of Police, Assam, seeking a comprehensive 

report on the matter within two weeks,” it said in 
the statement.

The incident, first reported on a news portal on 
September 9, has drawn widespread condemnation. 
The Lumding Press Club, alongside concerned local 
citizens, has strongly demanded stringent action 
against the perpetrators and heightened security 
measures to ensure the safety of journalists in the 
region.

The victim has also voiced apprehensions about 
his personal safety and has appealed to the author-
ities to register a case promptly and initiate appro-
priate legal proceedings against those responsible, 
said the statement. UNI

PM Modi envisions AI as catalyst for unlocking India’s ancient intellectual treasures
�� United News of India

NEW DELHI, SEP 13: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
stressed on the transformative 
potential of Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) in revitalizing 
India’s vast repository of 
digitized ancient manuscripts.

In a profound discourse 
delivered at the International 
Conference on Gyan Bhara-
tam, currently underway here 
yesterday, the Prime Minister 
asserted, “The integration of 
new-age technologies such as 
AI in the study of our digitized 
manuscripts is not just desir-
able but imperative.”

However, while acknowl-
edging the prevalent appre-
hensions surrounding the role 
of AI, he emphatically clarified 
that this technological marvel 

must never supplant human 
talent or expertise.

“We have to increase the 
use of new technologies like 
AI to study these digitized 
manuscripts. I agree with 
what was said in the presenta-
tion here that AI cannot 
replace talent or human 
resources and we also want 
that it should not be replaced, 
otherwise we will become 
victims of new slavery,” he 
cautioned at the conference 
themed “Reclaiming India’s 
Knowledge Legacy through 
Manuscript Heritage”.

Instead, it is a support sys-
tem, it strengthens us, boosts 
our strength, boosts our 
speed, he added, addressing 
the gathering of leading schol-
ars, conservationists, tech-
nologists and policy experts 

from the sector.
Elaborating on AI’s remark-

able promise, the Prime Min-
ister noted, “With the help of 
AI, these ancient manuscripts 
can be understood deeply and 
can also be analyzed.”

He cited the example of 
Vedic mathematics—many 
texts remain fragmented and 
incomplete. “Now see, not all 
Vedic mathematics texts are 
available, if we try through AI, 
then it is possible that many 
new formulas can be discov-
ered. We can discover them. 
AI can also be used to bring 
the knowledge contained in 
these manuscripts to the 
world.”

"By harnessing AI, we have 
the potential to unearth nov-
el mathematical formulas 
hitherto concealed,” he said 

with optimism.
Further highlighting AI’s 

unifying power, Modi 
observed that India’s manu-
scripts are dispersed across 
various regions and epochs, 
often catalogued disparately. 

“Another problem is that our 
manuscripts are scattered, 
and presented in different 
ways, in different periods. The 
advantage of AI will be that 
all these can be collected and 
we can get a very good tool to 

extract nectar from it, that if 
there are things lying at 10 
places, then with the help of 
AI we can bring them togeth-
er and observe them.."

Emphasizing the broader 
implications, Modi highlight-
ed the economic and cultural 
ramifications. “It may be that 
when we connect with human 
power, it will bring results. 
There are many difficulties, 
but there are ways also.

“Today, the world has a 
cultural and creative industry 
worth about two and a half 
trillion dollars. Digitized 
manuscripts will feed the 
value chains of this industry. 
These millions of manuscripts 
and the ancient information 
hidden in them will also serve 
as a huge database. These will 
give a new push to 'data driv-

en innovation'. This will create 
new opportunities for the 
youth in the tech field. As the 
manuscripts are digitized, 
new possibilities will be cre-
ated for academic research," 
he added.

The conference is being 
held to deliberate on pathways 
for revitalising India’s unpar-
alleled manuscript wealth and 
to place it at the heart of a 
global knowledge dialogue. 
Rare manuscripts and schol-
arly presentations on critical 
areas such as manuscript con-
servation, digitisation tech-
nologies, metadata standards, 
legal frameworks, cultural 
diplomacy, and decipher-
ment of ancient scripts are 
also being showcased at the 
conference culminating 
today. UNI

Delhi CM launches
first hi-tech hotline repair 
van, unveils several other 

projects
�� United News of India

NEW DELHI, SEP 13: Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta today launched the national capital's first 
hotline maintenance van designed to repair live 
electricity wires without power cut to the nearby 
areas. These vans were launched as part of a pilot 
project in the Shalimar Bagh assembly constitu-
ency, while similar vans will soon be seen across 
other constituencies as well.

According to Gupta, it is for the first time in the 
country that such an initiative has come into place. 
Delhi's power minister Ashish Sood and other 
important leaders along with officials were present 
on the occasion. CM also inaugurated several proj-
ects related to electricity, water, roads, and public 
conveniences in the assembly constituency. She 
informed locals that new street lights are being 
installed in the area, while across the entire Delhi, 
more than 44,000 new lights will be installed to 
further curb dark spots and enhance security.

Gupta also inspected the new road adjoining 

Ring Road near Guru Gobind Singh College, which 
has been built with an investment of Rs 12 crore, 
which is going to enhance connectivity with the 
Ring Road for the area. She also announced the new 
PM Shri School in the Haiderpur area, which will be 
the first school in the area up to class 12th, and will 
offer Science subjects in English medium.

The CM also said that the Munak Canal passing 
through the area will be soon maintained by Delhi 
government, and proper fencing or barricading will 
be done on both its sides to prevent mishaps, while 
proper ghats will be made for Chhat Puja.

Meanwhile, the CM has said that the employees 
with the power department met her at the secre-
tariat expressing gratitude towards the government 
for resolving their pending promotions issue. Accord-
ing to her, over 100 employees got the promotion 
benefit which is something like getting justice, 
rather than just an administrative decision. UNI

UNGA session votes overwhelmingly in favour of two-state 
solution for Israel-Palestine, condemns Hamas

�� United News of India

NEW YORK, SEP 13: The United 
Nations General Assembly over-
whelmingly adopted a declaration 
urging "tangible, time-bound and 
irreversible steps" toward a two-state 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, explicitly excluding Hamas 
from any future role in Gaza. The 
non-binding resolution, known as 
the New York Declaration, passed 
with 142 votes in favour, 9 against, 
and 12 abstentions on Friday. Israel 
and the United States opposed the 
measure, joined by Argentina, Hun-
gary, Paraguay, Papua New Guinea, 
Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, and Tonga.

The vote preceded an upcoming UN 
summit co-chaired by Riyadh and 
Paris on September 22 in New York, in 
which Britain, France, Canada, Austra-

lia, and Belgium are expected to for-
mally recognise a Palestinian state.

The text condemned the Hamas 
led October 7, 2023, attacks, demand-

ing the immediate release of all hos-
tages, and called for "collective action 
to end the war in Gaza" while estab-
lishing a lasting peace based on a 
two-state framework.

It also raised the prospect of 
deploying a temporary UN-mandat-
ed international stabilisation mission 
to Gaza, transferring security duties 
to the Palestinian Authority.

Backed by the Arab League and 
co-signed in July by 17 UN member 
states, the declaration seeks to side-
line Hamas permanently from gov-
ernance in Gaza.

Palestinian Authority Vice Presi-
dent Hussein al-Sheikh hailed the 
vote as "an important step towards 
ending the occupation" and reiter-
ated the PA's demand for an indepen-
dent state based on the 1967 borders 
with East Jerusalem as its capital. UNI

Mossad 'refused' to carry out ground ops 
in Qatar, leading to IDF airstrike

�� United News of India

JERUSALEM, SEP 13: Israel's 
external intelligence wing 
Mossad had refused to carry 
out Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's planned ground 
operation to kill Hamas' leaders 
in Doha, fearing that the 
operation would doom 
hostage-ceasefire talks and 
damage the agency's ties with 
Qatar, according to Washington 
Post. This was earlier affirmed 
by the organisation's chief 
David Barnea following the 
Tuesday strike, who was critical 
of the action – not so much for 
its objective -- but rather its 
timing and location.

As such, the PM instructed 
the IDF to carry out the missile 
strike in Doha to eliminate the 

Hamas leadership, which has in 
turn led to widespread condem-
nation due to breach of Qatar's 
territorial sovereignty and 
security. The missile strike's 
success has also been ques-
tioned, with the IDF itself unsure 
of whether it even achieved its 
objective. Similar doubts were 
echoed by external observers, 
while Hamas claimed that its 
leaders were safe.

The success of the attack has 
now become even more 
dubious, as Hamas announced 
that its Qatar-based leader 
Khalil al-Hayya performed 
funeral rites for his "martyred" 
son Hammam, effectively 
negating initial rumours that 
the terror group's chief was 
killed in the attack.

A security official told 

Israel's Channel 12 that 
majority of the security appara-
tus was against the attack for 
similar reasons, deeming it 
tactically inviable and rash, due 
to fears over the security of 
hostages. "The position was 
clear — there is a deal for the 
return of the hostages on the 
table, and the negotiations 
should be exhausted. Everyone 
understood the consequences 
for the hostages and that an 
operation like this at the 
current time could harm this 
possibility," the official said.

As such, the action was 
opposed by the key figures in 
Israeli security which include 
the IDF chief of staff Eyal Zamir, 
Mossad chief David Barnea and 
National Security Adviser 
Tzachi Hanegbi, while Nitzan 

Alon, who heads the hostage 
negotiations was not even 
invited to the meeting, as it was 
assumed that he too would be 
opposed. However, Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
Defence Minister Israel Katz, 
acting Shin Bet chief known as 
"Mem," and Strategic Affairs 
Minister Ron Dermer were said 
to be in favour of the attack, thus 
forcing the IDF to resort to air 
strikes. The attack was said to 
be carried out in conjunction 
with Jerusalem's domestic 
intelligence service – the Shin 
Bet, and was even monitored 
by their command headquar-
ters. "This time, Mossad was 
unwilling to do it on the ground," 
the Washington Post quoted one 
of the Israelis as saying, adding 
that the agency viewed Qatar as 

an important intermediary in 
talks with Hamas.

Another Israeli familiar with 
the dissent from the Mossad 
questioned Netanyahu's 
timing. "We can get them in 
one, two, or four years from 
now, and the Mossad knows 
how to do it," he said, referring 
to the possibility of covertly 
assassinating Hamas leaders 
anywhere in the world. "Why 
do it now?" The attack was also 
fiercely criticised by the US, 
with an official confirming that 
President Donald Trump was 
far from happy over the 
initiative, despite supporting its 
objective, and had grown 
increasingly frustrated with 
Netanyahu, even doubting if he 
had any real intention to 
negotiate. UNI
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Salt and Buttler Make 
Opening Case Irrefutable

�� Vithushan Ehantharajah

MANCHESTER: The initial shock 
of England's score in the second T20I 
against South Africa is tempered by 
the numbers at the very top of the 
order. Phil Salt's unbeaten 141 from 
60 balls and Jos Buttler's 83 from 30 
went some way to explaining how 
one Test nation put up 304 for 2 on 
another.

This was a batter's dream of a 
fresh Emirates Old Trafford pitch, 
against a Proteas attack missing the 
vaunted pair of Lungi Ngidi and 
Keshav Maharaj. And while head 
coach Shukri Conrad was less than 
impressed, the protagonists of the 
"onslaught" that left his side "bereft 
of ideas" do at least have previous.

Salt and Buttler's 126 was the 
12th century stand by England open-
ers, and they are now responsible 
for a third of them. They also bagged 
England their highest powerplay 
score of a crisp 100 for 0.

And yet, neither were certain to 
be opening at all in this series having 
been absent from the top two at the 
start of the season, for differing rea-
sons. Salt's were personal: he was 
granted time off for the West Indies 
series after the birth of his first child. 
Buttler's, meanwhile, was business, 
continuing to operate at No.3, a role 
he had taken on since the 2024 T20 
World Cup semi-final defeat to India.

During the 3-0 sweep of West 
Indies, Ben Duckett and Jamie Smith 
made compelling cases for their own 

partnership. Signing off with 120 in 
Southampton felt like the start of a 
new direction.

For Salt, that could have been 
terminal, not that he wanted to 
check, believing seeking a guarantee 
to be "arrogant", and a misunder-
standing of the cut-throat nature of 
top-level, international sport.

Buttler, meanwhile, probably 
assumed he'd continue out of neces-
sity. He had instigated the move to 
first drop when captain, to remedy a 
problem position. Between England's 
2022 World Cup success and 2024 
exit, five different batters (Dawid 
Malan, Will Jacks, Jonny Bairstow, 

Moeen Ali and, on a single occasion, 
Buttler) had produced just a single 
fifty in 20 innings between them.

Having batted at three for 40 
matches leading into this series, 
across international and domestic 
codes, Buttler was clearly knuckling 
down for the full-time gig. An aver-
age of 55.00 for Harry Brook in the 
role suggested welcome stability. 
But with Smith and Duckett rested 
at the end of a long summer, he and 
Salt found themselves back up top. 
And how.

"We've got pretty set roles. It's my 
job to get us off to as good a start as 
soon as possible and give Jos the oppor-

tunity to take a couple of balls, because 
when he does, he goes on and gets a 
match-winning score, a lot of the time, 
a lot more than anyone else."

This was a blitz of boundaries 
and records, both individual and 
collective. And this was no anoma-
ly. Of the 17 times they have opened, 
this was the ninth fifty of more.

Behind the consistency is clearly 
a synergy between the two. An under-
standing honed for England, Lan-
cashire and Manchester Originals. 
Mutual benefits and admiration.

"It's the way we bounce off each 
other well," Salt explained. "We've 
got pretty set roles. It's my job to 
get us off to as good a start as soon 
as possible and give Jos the oppor-
tunity to take a couple of balls, 
because when he does, he goes on 
and gets a match-winning score, 
a lot of the time, a lot more than 
anyone else.

"When one of us needs to get the 
other back on strike, we don't often 
need to communicate out there. 
There's no ego or anything like that, 
we just do it and I think that's a 
massive part of a good opening part-
nership."

Buttler was similarly effusive at 
the innings break, lauding his part-
ner's sprint out of the blocks to the 
tune of three successive fours and 
a final ball six to take 18 off Marco 
Jansen's opening over: "I think Salty's 
one of the best players of the first 
ball and first over."

ESPNCricinfo

Ganguly, Harbhajan among 
players to attend AGM

�� Vijay Tagore

NEW DELHI: Apart from regular 
names like Sourav Ganguly (CAB), 
Jaydev Shah (Saurashtra), Arun Singh 
Dhumal (HPCA) and Rajeev Shukla 
(UPCA), most other members who 
will participate in the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting (AGM) of the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
are usual suspects. Harbhajan Singh, 
of course, stands out as an outlier of 
sorts in the elite list of state repre-
sentatives for the general body meet-
ing. As reported earlier, he will rep-
resent the Punjab Cricket Association 
(PCA) at the AGM, sparking intense 
speculation about his prospects as 
a potential candidate for the top BCCI 
post. The former India spinner, who 
played 103 Tests, has remained tight-
lipped about his plans, but those 
close to him suggest his nomination 
is linked to his proximity to Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann and 
not much cannot be read into it.

But it is unlikely the matter ends 
just with his friendship with the 
Punjab Chief Minister. It is certain 
that there is more to it. Apart from 
Harbhajan and his former India cap-
tain Ganguly, the other representa-
tives with national or international 
playing experience include Jaydev 
Shah, Raghuram Bhatt (Karnataka), 
and Mithun Minhas (JKCA).

Rohan Jaitley, son of the late Arun 
Jaitley - a former BCCI stalwart and a 
strongman of Delhi cricket, has been 
nominated by the Delhi District Crick-
et Association (DDCA). He is believed 
to be an influential person in the BCCI 
circle. Former BCCI treasurer Anirudh 
Chaudhary will represent the Haryana 
Cricket Association (HCA).

Being nominated by the respec-
tive state associations is important 
considering that only those repre-
sentatives can contest in the election, 
scheduled for September 28. There 
will be election for the posts of 
president, vice-president, secretary, 
joint secretary and treasurer and it 
is almost certain that the secretary 
Devajit Saikia (Assam), treasurer 
Prabhtej Singh Bhatia (Chhattisgarh) 
and joint secretary Rohan Dessa 
(Goa) will continue in their positions. 
The big question is who will be the 
president now that Roger Binny has 
crossed the age cap of 70 years.

The Madhya Pradesh Cricket Asso-
ciation (MPCA) has sent the name of 
Scindia's son and newly-elected 
president Mahanaaryaman Rao Scin-
dia. Among other influential repre-
sentatives are Sanjay Naik (Mumbai), 
Rohit Pawar (Maharashtra), P Damo-
daran (Pondicherry) and Anil Patel 
(Gujarat).

"The following Draft Electoral 
Roll lists the names of the entire 
Representative received from the 
Full Members of the BCCI through 
communication sent by them. The 
names have been listed after check-
ing the completeness of the records 
as specified in paragraph 3 of the 

Electoral Officer's Notice of Election 
Schedule and Call for Eligible Mem-
bers to file applications to nominate 
their Respective Representative 
dated 06th September, 2025," BCCI 
electoral officer AK Joti said in his 
note to the state associations.

Andhra Cricket Association: 
Sana Sathish Babu

Arunachal Cricket Association: 
Nabam Vivek

Assam Cricket Association: 
Devajit Saikia

Baroda Cricket Association: 
Pranav Amin

Bihar Cricket Association: 
Rakesh Kumar Tiwary

Chhattisgarh State Cricket 
Sangh: Prabhtej Singh Bhatia

Cricket Association of Mizoram: 
M Khairul Jamal Majumdar

Cricket Associat ion of 
Pondicherry: P Damodaran

Cricket Associat ion of 
Uttarakhand: Mahim Verma

Delhi & District Cricket 
Association: Rohan Jaitley

Goa Cricket Association: Rohan 
Gauns Dessai

Gujarat Cricket Association: 
Anil Patel

Haryana Cricket Association: 
Anirudh Chaudhary

Himachal Pradesh Cricket 
Association: Arun Singh Dhumal

Hyderabad Cricket Association: 
Sardar Daljeet Singh

Jammu & Kashmir Cricket 
Association: Mithun Manhas

Jharkhand State Cricket 
Association: Ajay Nath Shah Deo

Karnataka State Cricket 
Association: Raghuram Bhatt

Kerala Cricket Association: 
Jayesh George

Madhya Pradesh Cricket 
Association: Mahanaaryamanrao 
Scindia

M a h a r a s h t r a  C r i c ke t 
Association: Rohit Rajendra Pawar

Manipur Cricket Association: 
Rajkumar Imo Singh

Meghalaya Cricket Association: 
Rayonald Kharkamni

Mumbai Cricket Association: 
Sanjay Madhukar Naik

Nagaland Cricket Association: 
Hyunilo Anilo Khing

Odisha Cricket Association: 
Sanjay Behera

Punjab Cricket Association: 
Harbhajan Singh

Rajasthan Cricket Association: 
Dhananjai Singh Khimsar

Saurashtra Cricket Association: 
Jaydev Niranjan Shah Sikkim 
Cricket Association: Tika Subba

Tamil Nadu Cricket Association: 
R I Palani

Cricket Association of Bengal: 
Sourav Ganguly

Tripura Cricket Association: 
Subrata Dey

Ut tar  Pradesh Cr icket 
Association: Rajeev Shukla

Vidarbha Cricket Association: 
Nitesh Upadhyay

Cricbuzz


