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PM Modi led Govt stands firmly with .
flood hit J&K people: Amit Shah

m  HT News Network

JAMMU, SEP 01: Reiterating that
the government led by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi stands firmly with
the flood hit people of Jammu and
Kashmir,Union Home Minister Amit
Shah onMonday assured that Centre
would provide prompt relief, financial
assistance, and technical support to
facilitaterecovery andreconstruction,
and will ensure the safety and well-
being of the sufferers.

The Union Home Minister arrived
in Jammu on late Sunday evening to
assess the damaged caused by the
floods in the region.

After conducting a whirlwind tour
of the flood affected areas the Union
Home Minister,according to the news
agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO) chaired a high level meeting
onreliefmeasuresat RajBhavan here.

“Chaired a meeting to review the
recent flood situation in Jammu.
Instructed the water supply and
health departments to exert full might
infulfilling the healthcare needs that

may emerge after the floods. The
Modi government will continue to
provide swift reliefand financial and

Over 5,000 Civilians Rescued In Jammu,
Punjab, HP: Army’s Western Command

m  HT News Network

CHANDIGARH, SEP 1: More than
5,000 civilians were rescued and 21
tonnes of relief material was pro-
vided to the peoplein Jammu, Punjab
and Himachal Pradesh affected by
floods, the army said on Monday.

The Western Command of the
Indian Army has been conducting
extensive Humanitarian Assistance

Mata Vaishnodevi Yatra
Remains Suspended For
7th Day Amid Heavy

Rains In Katra

m  HT News Network

and Disaster Relief(HADR) operations
in the flood-affected states.

A total of 47 columns including
army aviation and Indian Air Force
helicopters were activated along with
formation engineers, medical and
communicationresources to provide
immediate relief, an officer said.

The information was given at a

press conference addressed by
@ Turn on Page 2
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technological support,” Shah wrote

onX.

The meeting was attended by

CM Omar
thanks HM Shah

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEP 1: Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Monday said that Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s visit to
Jammuand Kashmir toreview
the flood situation reflects the

Centre’s seriousness and will
@ Tumn on Page 2

JAMMU, SEPT 1: Amid heavy rainfall in Katra
town on Monday, the pilgrimage to Mata Vaishno
Devi shrine remained suspended for the seventh
consecutive day in Jammu and Kashmir’s Reasi
district since a landslide on a yatra route claimed
34 lives last Tuesday.

The Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board said

ithas cancelled all bookings, including helicopters

and accommodations, with a 100 per cent refund

until the yatra is resumed.

“Yatrahasremained suspended for the pastone
week. Bad weather conditions still persist, so the
decision to continue the suspension of yatra has
beentaken keepinginview the safety of pilgrims,”
anofficial said. Heavy rains began in Katraand the
Trikuta hills, the abode of the Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine, on Monday.

Helicopter services from Katra to Bhawan,
ropeway rides from Bhawan to Bhairon Ghati, hotel

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha,

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah,
@ Turn on Page 2

LoP briefs Shah
on cloudburst, flood
in Jammu region

m  HT News Network

JAMMU, SEPT 01: Leader of Opposition
inthe J&K Legislative Assembly, Sunil Shar-
ma, on Monday briefed Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah at RajBhawan Jammuabout .
thelarge-scale destruction caused by recent

cloudbursts, incessant rains, and flash
@ Turn on Page 2
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PM, HM Assure
Full Support to Affected
Families: LG Sinha

m  HT News Network

JAMMU, SEP 01: The Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj
Sinha earlier today, accompanied Hon'ble Union Home
Minister Shri Amit Shah to survey the rain and flood
affected areas of Jammu.

The Lieutenant Governor in a statement said: "My
heartgoes out to the families of those who have lost their
loved ones and those who have suffered loss of property
inthis massive natural calamity. Hon'ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi and Hon'ble Home Minister Shri
Amit Shah have assured that every possible effort will
be made to provide immediate relief to the families,

restoration of buildings, roads and other infrastructure
@ Tumn on Page 2

500 Houses Suffer
Damage In Heavy Rains,
Flash Floods In Doda

m  HT News Network

JAMMU, SEP 1: As many as 500 houses have suffered
damage due to heavy rains and flash floods in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Dodadistrict, with reliefand rehabilitation
operations underway in the affected areas to restore
essential supplies and road networks.

“A total of 50 houses have been fully damaged, 100
houses severely damaged, and 350 residential buildings
partially damaged. Fourteen animals have lost their lives,
and five human lives were lost,” Deputy Commissioner
Doda Harvinder Singh said on Monday.

Singh, who is overseeing the relief and rescue
@® Turnon Page 2

J&K BJP Seeks Special
Package, Disaster Tag
for Jammu Floods in
Meet with Shah

m  HT News Network

JAMMLU, SEP 1: A delegation of the BJP’s Jammu and
Kashmir unit met Union Home Minister Amit Shah here
on Monday and demanded that the recent calamity in
Jammu be declared a national disaster, and a compre-
hensive package be announced forimmediate assistance
and the region’s long-term recovery.

The 25-member high-level delegation was led by J-K

BJP chief Sat Sharma and Leader of Opposition in the
@ Tum on Page 2

No Tolerance for

Double Standards on

‘Chaos from the Clouds’

Deadliest Month: Over 100 Dead As

Terrorism: PM Modi at SCO

m HT News Desk / UNI

TIANJIN/NEW DELHI, SEP 1: Delivering a stern message
to “certain nations” that support terror outfits at the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Tianjin, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said peace and stability are the
foundation of development, but terrorism remains a grave
obstacle.

He questioned whether open support extended by some
nations to terror groups could be tolerated any longer.

Speaking at the 25th SCO summit in China's Tianjin,
where Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif was also in attendance,
PM Modi underlined that "terrorism is not just a threat to
the security of any one country, but to humanity asawhole".

“No nation, no society, no citizen can claim immunity
@ Turnon Page 2

India-Russia ties pillar
of global stability: PM Modi

m HT News Desk / UNI

TIANJIN (CHINA), SEP 1: India and Russia stood “shoul-
der-to-shoulder” even in most difficult situations and their
ties are crucial for global peace and stability, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said during a meeting with Russian

President Vladimir Putin on Monday, amid a major
@ Turn on Page 2
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August Sees 30+ Extreme Weather Events

6th wettest August in 125 years at 73% excess rainfall

m HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEP 01: Jammu and
Kashmir has endured the deadliest
month, August, as the back-to-back
natural calamities have led to the loss
of over 100 lives across the region,
experiencing over 30 extreme weath-
er events during the last 31 days.

According to the details available
with the news agency—Kashmir news
Observer (KNO), the region has expe-
rienced its sixth wettest August since
1901, with the region recording 319.3
mm of rainfall against the normal of
184.9 mm, marking an excess of 73%
precipitation.

The month of August witnessed an

alarming surge in extreme weather
events across Jammu and Kashmir,
resulting in over 100 deaths and dam-
age to several properties.

Director Meteorological department
(meT), Dr Mukhtar Ahmad, confirmed
to KNO that more than 30 incidents of
flash floods, cloudbursts, landslides,
gusty winds, heavyrains and thunder-

storms were recorded in the month of
August, with at least 14 events leading
to fatalities.

Among the deadliest events were
Kishtwar cloudburst, claiming 65 lives
and several others are still missing and
Reasilandslide along the Vaishno Devi
route, claiming 35 lives. Both

@ Tumn on Page 2

Cloudburst Injures Minor In Kupwara
MeT Predicts Heavy Rainfall Till Sept 3

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEPT 01: Amid the
forecast of inclement weather
conditions for the next 30 hours,
parts of Kashmir experienced
heavyrainfallon Monday evening,
while aminor boy wasinjured and
several livestock perished in a
cloudburstincidentinnorth Kash-
mir’s Kupwara district.

The districts falling in central
and northern Kashmir witnessed

heavy rainfall this evening, inun-
dating lanes and bi-lanes.

Theheavyrainfallwas observed
amidst the forecast of inclement
weather conditions until Septem-
ber 02.

While parts of Kashmir expe-
rienced rainfall,acloudburstinci-
dentinJumagund areaof Kupwara
district left a 15-year-old boy,
identified as Shahid Ahmad Raina
from Banwali Jumagund, injured.

Theinjured boy was stable and

undergoing treatmentin the hos-
pital.

The incident also claimed the
lives of several livestock, including
ahorse, exacerbating the suffering
of the affected families.

Director Meteorological
Department (MeT), Dr Mukhtar
Ahmad, said that a brief spell of
light rain and intense showers
towards late afternoon at a few

places were expected today,
@ Turnon Page 2

Singla gets addl

charge of Info deptt

m HT News Network

SRINAGAR, SEP 1: The
Jammu and Kashmir Gov-
ernment has given Dr. Piy-
ush Singla, IAS, the addi-
tional charge of
Administrative Secretary,
Information Department.

An order issued by
@ Turn on Page 2
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CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

PM Modiled.....

Leaderof Op?ositioninAssembly Sunil Sharma
and senior civil, police, ?aramilitary and army
officers, among others, officials said.

They said Home Minister Shah accompanied
by LG Sinha, CM Omar Abdullah and Sharma
visited the Tawi Bridge near the Bikram Chowk
and Manguchak near the Jammu Airport and took
afirst-hand account of the damage caused by the
floods.

In the morning the Home Minister, according
tothe officials, conducted an aerial survey of the
flood-hit areas across the Jammu region.

The survey covered severely affected areas,
including Katra, the base camp for the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi shrine and Kishtwar, where a cata-
strophic cloudburst on August 14 triggered flash
floodsin Chashotivillage, claiming 65 lives, most-
ly pilgrims, and injuring over 100 others.

The aerial assessment provided the Home
Minister with a firsthand view of the widespread
destruction caused by record rainfall, landslides,
andflashfloods, particularly in Kishtwar, Kathua,
Reasi, and Ramban districts, the officials said.

During the meeting the Union Home Minister
expressed grief over the loss of lives in the recent
incidents. “Inthis hour of crisis, from the very first
day, PM Modi has spoken to the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor and Chief Minister of the UT and the Govern-
ment of India has put in all its strength in the
rescue efforts,” he said, adding, “The Union Terri-
tory and all agencies together have significantly
reduced potential damage, and through coordi-
nated efforts, we have successfully saved many
lives.In this hour of crisis, the Government of India
is standing by the side of J&K people.”

APPRECIATES J&K GOVT FOR SUCCESSFUL
RESCUE OPERATION

The Union Home Minister appreciated the
efforts of all the agencies and said that the UT
Government carried out the successful rescue
operation very quickly and efficiently. More than
5000 people have been evacuated to safer places
as a precaution. “Seventeen teams of the NDRF
and 23 Army columns, helicopters from Indian
Air Force, UTDREF, J&K Police and Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPFs) personnel are still engaged
inthe entire operation and helping people. Health
facilities and food arrangements have been made
in relief camps by the UT government and the
siééla(tjion will return to normal very soon,” he
added.

MET AND NDMA SHOULD JOINTLY IDENTIFY
CAUSES, ESTABLISHAN EARLY WARNING SYSTEM

Shah said that a critical analysis of all Early
Warning Apps (EWAS), their accuracy, and their
reach to the grassroots level is necessary.

He emphasized that improving our systems
through critical analysis is the only way to move
toward a zero-casualty approach. He highlighted
the need for a critical review of the GLOF Early
Warning System.

The Union Home Minister said that the Mete-
orological Department and NDMA should jointly
study the relationship between the tendencies
leading to cloudbursts and moisture content in
clouds, identify causes, and establish an early
warning system.

He stressed that the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) must take steps in this direction by lever-
aging data analytics and Al

ADVANCED SURVEY TEAMS Of MHA WILL
ASSESS DAMAGE

Shah also mentioned that the Food Corporation
ofIndia (FCI)should arrange for additional rations,
and a decision on offline ration delivery could be
made after assessing connectivity in 10 days.

He said that, advanced survey teams from the
Ministry of Home Affairs would assess the damage,
and further assistance would be provided.

Heannouncedthatameetingofrelevant depart-
ments from the Central Government and the Union
Territory administration, along with the Union
Home Secretary, would be held within 1-2 days.

The Union Home Minister directed that teams
from the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Union
Territory government should prioritize damage
assessment. He emphasized that the Health and
Water Departments must proactively focus on
water supply and health services.

He stressed that medical units from the Army,
Central Armed Police Forces, and Air Force should
also Erovide support.

The Union Home Minister said that since Jam-
mu & Kashmir is prone to natural calamities,
therefore, an amount of Rs. 209 crores for State
Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) are allocated to
the UT as Centre share, due to which relief work
has started.

He said that timely warnings by the Central
Governmentand UnionTerritory Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (UTDMA) helped in minimizing
the loss of lives. National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), Army, Union Territory Disaster Response
Force (UTDRF), Other Response Teams, all were
on alert and helicopters were also standby. “We
had alsoinformed everyone about the mobilization
of .tdhe Army and the NDRE” the Home Minister
said.

ASSISTANCE UNDER SDRF FOR DAMAGED
HOUSES WILL BE DISBURSED SOON

Shah said that private property of people has
been damaged and assistance under SDRF for
damaged houses is being assessed and will be
disbursed in shortest possible time.

He added that multiple roads have been dam-
aged and repair & restoration work has started.
Trafficmovement has started on most of the roads
and relief has also started arriving, wherever
needed.

More than 80 percent electricity supply has
beenrestoredin affected areas, people have start-
ed receiving pure drinking water and health
facilities are running smoothly.

Infrastructure of critical sectors has been
affected anditstemporary restoration is underway
at war footing. The damages are being assessed
by the UT government and all possible assistance
will be provided.

It may be recalled that more than 130 people
were killed and 33 have gone missing in cloud-
bursts, landslides and flash floods in Kishtwar,
I(jthua, Reasi and Ramban districts since August
14.

The dead include 34 pilgrims who were hit by
a landslide en route to the Mata Vaishno Devi
shrine on August 26. Record rainfall on August
26-27 caused flash floods in low-lying areas in
Jammu and other plains, causing heavy damage
to infrastructure.

PM, HM Assure......

and all the help will be extended to affected
families to reconstruct their lives.

®© 00 ©

Army, Air Force, NDRF, NHAI, CAPFs, SDREF, J&K
Police and UT Administration have deployed all
possible resources for rescue and relief efforts and
Broviding aid and assistance to those who have

een evacuated to safe locations. Due to unusual
climatic occurrences, district-level officers to
remainalertand must keep watch on the situation
round the clock. I urge people to take all precau-
tions and stay in a safe place".

500 Houses....

operationsinthe flood-hitareas of the district,
said, “We have credited Rs 4 lakh compensation
to each of the affected families.” He said that the
heavy rains that occurred from August 25 to 27
in Doda resulted in major losses and damages.

“The entire administration went from home
to home, monitoring and assessing the situation
atthegrassrootslevel. Normallife is being brought
back on track,” he said.

On the restoration of surface communication,
he said that fully damaged roads have been tem-
porarily restored. “The highway, Bhaderwahroad,
and PMGSY (Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana)
roads have been restored.” Asserting that the
damage is huge and widespread, the DC said that
it will take time to cover these losses. “The funds
we receive from time to time, or any package
given to us, will be used for permanent restora-
tion,” he said.

Pointing towards a fresh advisory about rains
on Tuesday in the district, he said, “We request
everyone to remain cautious, as heavy rains are
predicted for tomorrow. We must be prepared,
%?Sslgobody should go near water bodies.” (AGEN-

J&K BJP Seeks.....

Assembly Sunil Sharma to the meeting at the
Raj Bhawan here, a party spokesperson said.

They submitted a detailed memorandum to
gha}lll inthe presence of Lieutenant Governor Manoj

inha.

BJP leaders apprised Shah of the devastation
caused by incessant rains, cloudbursts, and flash
floods in the Jammu region, which have resulted
intheloss oflives and large-scale damage to homes,
agriculture, businesses, and publicinfrastructure.

The memorandum highlighted that the dev-
astation is beyond the financial capacity of the
Jammuand Kashmir government, and outside the
purview of SDRF norms, the spokesperson said.

In the memorandum, the BJP urged Shah that
the calamity be declared a nationaigdisaster, and
a special comprehensive relief and rehabilitation
package be sanctioned to enable immediate assis-
tance and long-term rehabilitation.

The delegation pointed out thatroads, bridges,
and essential services like water supplg, electric-
ity, and communication have been badly dis-
rupted, while thousands of kanals of agricultural
land have been destroyed.

The BJP also demanded adequate support for
families whose houses and belongings have been
damaged, including repair grants for partially
damaged dwellings.

“Businesses, shops,and small-scale industries
have been hit hard and require revival assistance.
Educational institutions across urban and rural
areas, bothgovernmentand private, have sustained
significant damage, necessitating compensation
torestore normal functioning,” the memorandum
pointed out.

The memorandum also underlined the urgent
need for the restoration and upgradation of pub-
licinfrastructure, particularly in the water supply,
power, sewerage, and drainage sectors. It stressed
desilting of drains and nallahs on a war footing to
avert health and sanitation risks.

For long-term measures, the BJP delegation
proposed dredging of major rivers such as the
Chenab,JammuTawi, and Balol Nallah, along with
their tributaries in Rajouri, Poonch, Udhampur,
Samba, and Kathua.

A comprehensive plan for the Chenab has
already been submitted to the Government of
India and requires early approval, it said.

Shah listened to all the proposals and the
demands and assured them of every possible help.

Over 5,000.....

Major General Puneet Ahuja and Colonel Igbal
Singh Arora at the Western Command headquar-
ters in Chandimandir in Panchkula.

The army operations started on August 16.

“Troops, engineers, medical detachments,
aviation assets were mobilised at short notice to
safeguardlives and restore essential services,” said
Col Arora.

Flood relief columns were fully prepared,
trained and equipped to undertake relief missions,
he said.

“Aviation assets of both Indian Army Aviation
and further supported by IAF ensured timely
evacuation of stranded civilians and delivery of
critical supplies,” he said.

A round-the-clock flood control monitoring
cell has been established at each headquarter, to
monitor the water levels at major headworks,
including Bhakra Nangal dam, Ranjit Sagar dam
and all other critical points, he said.

He said that the operations are being con-
ductedin close coordination with the civil author-
ities, NDRF and SDRF.

“Theintegrated approach ensured optimal use
of resources and timely assistance to the affected
population, reflecting the nation’s resilience and
unity during the crisis,” the officer said.

“A total of 47 columns have been mobilised,
comprising personnel from engineers, medical
detachments and communication teams, also in
addition to the main rescue teams,” he said.

Twenty aircrafts including Advanced Light
Helicopters, reconnaissance and observation
helicopters, Mi-17 and a Chinook were engaged
in round-the-clock missions, he said.

“More than 5,000 civiliansand 300 paramilitary
forces personnel have been rescued from inun-
dated areas,” he said.

Approximately 21 tonnes of relief material
including food packets, medicines and essential
commodities have been delivered on ground and
through aerial drops at cut off locations, the offi-
cer said.

Col Arora said the communication teams laid
over 2 km of optical fibre cable on August 27,
restoring mobile connectivity and enabling smooth
coordination of relief measures.

Thearmy engineers on August 29 constructed
a bailey bridge at Jammu Tawi within 12 hours
restoring a vital lifeline for the city, he said.

Punjabisinundated with massive floods, caused
by the swollen Sutlej, Beas and Ravi rivers and
seasonal rivulets due to heavy rainin their catch-
ment areas in Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and

Kashmir.

Villages worst-affected by the floods were in
Gurdaspur, Pathankot, Fazilka, Kapurthala, Tarn
Taran, Ferozepur, Hoshiarpur and Amritsar dis-
tricts.

Heavy rain and flash floods in Jammu and
Kashmir have left a trail of death and destruction.

More than 130 people have been killed, over
120 injured and 33 are untraceable following
cloudbursts, landslides and flash floods in Kisht-
war, Kathua, Reasi and Ramban districts since
August 14.

Record rainfall during August 26-27 also caused
flash floods in low-lying areas in Jammu and
other plains, causing grave damage to public and
private infrastructure.

Himachal has also faced the brunt of nature’s
fury with multiple flash floods and cloudbursts
and several major landslides, which have claimed
several lives. (Agencies)

help streamline reliefand rehabilitation efforts.

In a post on X, CM Omar said, “Attended the
review meeting chaired by Hon’ble Home Minis-
ter Shri Amit ShahJionthe flood situationin J&K.”

“Thankful for his visit, which underscores the
seriousness of the crisis and will help better coor-
dination. Our priority remains timely relief, reha-
bilitation and rebuilding lives with resilience, the
post reads.

LoP briefs Shah.....

floods across the region.

On the second day of his visit to assess the
%round situation, Amit Shah was apprised of the

oss of lives, livestock, homes, and infrastructure.
Sharma urged the Home Minister to deploy special
central teams to conduct a transparent survey of
the affected districts and recommend immediate
relief and rehabilitation measures.

He pressed for a comprehensive reliefpackage
covering financial aid, temporary shelters, food
supplies, and restoration of basic services. High-
lighting the alarming scale of destruction, Sharma
said roads have been washed away, power infra-
structure damaged, and several remote areas
remain cut off.

“The affected population is in distress and
requires urgent government intervention,” Shar-
ma stressed, while seeking a long-term plan for
rebuilding roads, electricity networks, and water
supply systems. He also emphasized the need for
stronger disaster preparedness to mitigate future
calamities.

Assuring support, the Union Home Minister
said the Centre stands firmly with the people of
Jammu and Kashmir and all necessary steps will
be taken to ensure timely relief and restoration.

Mata Vaishnodewvi.....
accommodations, and other yatra-related
bookings have all been cancelled, officials said.

“Allbookings stand cancelled with 100 percent
refund until the yatra is suspended. Send cancel-
lationrequests with details to refund@maavaish-
nodevi.net.

“Earlier self-cancellations will receive pending
refunds within 15 days,” the Board announced on
X.

Reasi district is one of the worst-hit areas in
the Union Territory due to the current spell of
heavyrains. Alandslide triggered by a cloudburst
struck the route to the shrine at Adhkuwariin the
Trikuta hills of the Katra belt last Tuesday, killing
34 pilgrims and injuring 20 others.

The yatra was suspended on Tuesday last till
further orders. It was followed by the constitution
of ahigh-level three-member inquiry committee
by Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha.

The committee will be spearheaded by Shaleen
Kabra, Additional Chief Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Jal Shakti, J&K, and will also include the
Divisional Commissioner and the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police, Jammu.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah and Deputy
Chief Minister Surinder Choudhary had accused
the Lieutenant Governor administration of allow-
ing the yatra to the cave shrine despite a warning
on the weather front.

The Shrine Board has refuted allegations of
allowing the yatra to proceed in disregard of
weather advisories and at the cost of pilgrim
safety, saying that the pilgrima%e was suspended
atnoononAugust 26,ahead of the cloudburst that
triggered the landslide. (Agencies)

Deadliest Month.....

incidents have claimed 100 lives.

Several other people lost their lives in different
events, including in Katra, Ramban and other
places, taking the toll up to over 100 in August.

The first major incident occurred on August
14, when a cloudburst struck Chesoti village in
Kishtwar district. The bodies of 65 victims were
recovered, while several others are still missing.

On August 17, a cloudburst hit Jodh Ghati and
Janglote villages in Kathua district, killing seven
people and injuring many.

OnAugust 26,a massive landslide at Adhkwari
cave temple, on the route to the Vaishno Devi
shrine, claimed 35 lives and over 20 were injured.

Seven members of a family were among 12
peoplekilledinRamban and Reasi districts during
the early hours of last Saturday due to a landslide
and cloudburston August 30. The spate of extreme
weather events has raised serious concerns over
disaster preparedness and the impact of changing
weather patterns in the region.

Experts attribute the surge in flash floods,
cloudbursts, and landslides to increasingly errat-
ic rainfall patterns linked to climate change.

Furthermore, J&K has experienced its sixth
wettest Augustsince 1901, with theregionrecord-
ing 319.3 mm of rainfall against the normal of
184.9 mm, marking an excess of 73% precipitation.

The highest-ever August rainfall was recorded
in 1996 at 481.3 mm, followed by 345.8 mm in
1908, 343.0 mm in 2013, 336.5 mm in 1994, and
331.0mmin 1955, an Independent Weather Fore-
caster, Faizan Arif Keng, told KNO.

Thisyear, several districtsin the Jammuregion
witnessed extreme rainfall departures. Doda
topped the chart with 290% excess rainfall, receiv-
ing 488.2 mm against the normal 125.1 mm. It
was followed by Udhampur (159% surplus, 897.9
mm), Ramban (133% surplus, 286.2 mm), and
Samba (126% surplus, 720.5 mm).

Other major gains, according to him, were
reportedinReasi(64%),Jammu (537%), Kathua (45%),
Rajouri (42%), Kishtwar (21%), and Poonch (17%).

In Kashmir, rainfall patterns remained mixed.
“Anantnag (35%), Pulwama (18%), Kulgam (13%),
and Srinagar (15%)recorded above-normal rainfall,
while other districts like Kupwara (-23%), Bandi-

pora (-20%), Budgam (-1%), Baramulla (-2%),
Ganderbal (-17%), and Shopian (-69% - data
prpcllaably incorrect)experienced deficits,” he
said.

Meanwhile, Ladakhrecorded exception-
al departures from normal. Kargil received
32.6 mmofrainfallagainstthe normal 2 mm,
a 1,530% surplus, while Leh registered 54.7
mm against the normal 5.6 mm, an 877%
surplus. Overall, Ladakh UT recorded 49.5
mm of rainfall compared to the normal 4.8
mm, a massive 930% departure.

Pertinently, the Meteorological depart-
ment (MeT) hasissued a fresh weather advi-
sory for Jammu and Kashmir, warning of
heavytoveryheavyrainfallin several districts
till September 03, raising the risk of flash
floods, cloudbursts and landslides in vulner-
able areas—(KNO)

No Tolerance.....

from it. That is why India has always
emphasized unity inthe fight against terror-
ism,” he said, noting India’s efforts through
SCO-RATS (Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure).

Referring to the recent terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir's Pahalgam, PM Modi
said India has suffered the "brunt of terror-
ism" for four decades. He thanked partner
nations that stood by New Delhi in its fight.

Modi said the Pahalgam attack was not
onlyanassaultonIndia’s conscience butalso
an open challenge to every nation and indi-
vidual who believes in humanity. "We must,
in one clear and united voice, state that
double standards on terrorism will not be
tolerated,” he said.

PM Modi thanked Chinese President Xi
Jinping for the hospitality and extended
greetings to Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan on
their national days.

“It gives me great pleasure to A)articipate
in the 25th SCO Summit. I extend my heart-
felt gratitude to President Xi for the warm
welcome and gracious hospitality. Today is
Uzbekistan's Independence Day, and yester-
day was Kyrgyzstan’s National Day. On this
occasion, [ convey my best wishes and con-

ratu.lgtions to the leaders of both nations,”
e said.

Addressing the 25th Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Summit, PM stressed
India’s three-pillar vision for the grouping
— Security, Connectivity, and Opportunity.

On regional connectivity, Modi high-
lighted projects such as the Chabahar Port
and theInternational North-South Transport
Corridor, while cautioning that all initiatives
must respect sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

The Prime Minister sentastrong message
linked to the China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC) without naming it directly.
“Connectivity that bypasses sovereignty
loses trust and meaning. Connectivity proj-
ects should respect the sovereignty of
nations,” he said.

“Connectivity that bypasses sovereignt
loses both trust and meaning,” he asserted.

Turning to opportunity, Modi said India
hadinfused new energy into SCO cooperation
under its chairmanshipin 2023, introducinﬁ
areas such as start-ups, innovation, yout
empowerment,and shared Buddhist heritage.
He proposed setting up a Civilizational Dia-
logue Forum to strengthen cultural ties.

On global reforms, Modi called for mod-
ernization of multilateral institutions, par-
ticularly the United Nations.

“Locking the aspirations of the Global
South into outdated frameworks is grave
injustice to future generations. The vibrant
dreams of the new generation cannot be
displayed on an old black-and-white screen.
The screen must change,” Modi said.

The Prime Minister concluded by reiter-
ating India’s commitment to cooperation
within the SCO and extended best wishes to
Kyrgyzstan's President Japarov, who will take
over as the next chair. UNI

India-Russia.....

downturn in New Delhi’s ties with the
US. Modi and Putin met on the sidelines of
the annual summit of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO) with a focus on
expanding bilateral cooperationin econom-
ic, financial, and energy sectors.

In his televised remarks, Modi also said
that 140 crore Indians are “eagerly waiting”
to welcome the Russian leader in India in
December.

“Thisisareflection of the depthand scope
of our Special and Privileged Strategic Part-
nership. India and Russia have always stood
shoulder-to-shoulder even in the most dif-
ficult situations,” he said.

“Our close cooperation is important not
only for the people of both countries, butalso
for global peace, stabilitfy, and prosperity,”
Modi said. Before the official talks, the two
leaders held informal conversation as they
travelled to the venue of their bilateral meet-
inginthe same car after concluding engage-
ments at the SCO summit. The Russian
president waited for about 10 minutes for
PM Modi tojoin himbefore boarding the car.

Modiand Putin spent another45 minutes
in the car even after reaching the venue,
people familiar with the matter said.

In his remarks at the meeting, Modi also
said thatIndiawelcomes all the recent efforts
towards establishing peace in Ukraine, add-
ing it is humanity’s call to find a way to end
the hostilities as soon as possible.

“We've been having regular discussions
on the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. We wel-
comeall tﬁe recent efforts towards establish-
ing peace,” Modi said.

“We hope that all parties shall proceed
ahead constructively. A way must be found
toend this conflictand establishlasting peace.
Thisis the aspiration of the entire humanity,”
he added. It is understood that the Indian
side briefed Putin about Modi’s phone con-
versation with Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensk%/y on Saturday.

After dialling Modi, Zelenskyy said India
is ready to make the necessary efforts and
to deliver the appropriate signal to Russia.

In his comments, Putin said Russia and
India have maintained “special friendly and
trust-based” relations for decades and it is
the foundation for the future development
of the ties.

“These relations are entirely above party
politics and enjoy the support of the over-
whelming majority of our peoples,” he said,
according to the Kremlin.

An Indian readout said PM Modi reiter-
ated his support for the recentinitiatives that
have been taken to address the conflict in
Ukraine, and emphasised the need to expe-
dite a cessation of the conflict, and find a
“durable peace” settlement.

The Modi-Putin talks came over two
weeks after US President Donald Trump held
a summit with the Russian leader as part of
efforts to end the war.

Bolstering bilateral cooperationin critical
areassuchasenergy, fertiliser and trade also
figured prominently in the talks between
the prime minister and the Russia president.

Though there is no official word on the
implications of the US tariff on India, it is
believed that the two leaders discussed it
during their informal conversation in the
vehicle.

The relations between New Delhi and
Washington are on adownturn after Trump
doubled tariffs on Indian goods toawhopping
50 per cent, including a 25 per cent addi-
tional duties for India’s purchase of Russian
crude oil.

The strain in the relations has been exac-
erbated by constant criticism of New Delhi
by officials in Trump’s administration.

In a post on ‘X', Modi described his talks
with Putin as “excellent” and that they dis-
cussed ways to deepenbilateral cooperation
inallsectors, includingtrade, fertilisers, space,
security and culture.

“We exchanged views on regional and
global developments, including the peaceful
resolution of the conflict in Ukraine. Our
Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership
remains a vital pillar of regional and global
stability,” he said.

The Indian prime minister also posted on
social mediaa photo of him and Putin travel-
ling together in the car.

“Afterthe proceedings at the SCO Summit
venue, President Putinand I travelled togeth-
er to the venue of our bilateral meeting.
Conversations with him are always insight-
ful,” he said.

The Indian readout said Modi and Putin
discussed bilateral cooperation, includingin
the economic, financial, and energy sectors
and expressed satisfaction with the sustained
growth in bilateral ties in these areas.

“The two leadersreaffirmed their support
for further strengthening of the Special and
Privileged Strategic Partnership betweenthe
two countries,” it said.

In his remarks, Putin also referred to 15
years of elevation of India-Russia relations
to the level of a special privileged strategic
partnership.

“It canbe stated with confidence that our
multifaceted Russian-Indian ties continue to
develop actively on these principles,” he said.

“We have established multi-level coop-
eration. Trade and economic ties as a whole
are showing positive dynamics. Tourist
exchanges are growing. We are working in
close coordination on the international stage
- at the UN, BRICS, the G20, and, of course,
the SCO.” (Agencies)

Cloudburst.....

while a fresh spell of heavy rain is antici-
pated over some districts of Jammu division
towards late night or early morning tomorrow.

He added that for the next two days, it
will be fgenerally cloudy with one or two
spells of light to moderate rain and thunder
atmany Elaces, with the possibility of heavy
to very heavy rain over Kathua, Jammu,
Udhampur,and Reasi,and moderate to heavy
rainfall over Doda, Samba, Rajouri, Poonch,
Ramban, Kishtwar, Anantnag, and Kulgam,
mainly towards late night of September 2 or
early morning of September 3, lasting till late
afternoon. Ahmad further said that from
September 04 to 07, a brief spell of rain and
thunder is expected at a few places.

Meanwhile, the MeT has issued an advi-
sory, stating there is a possibility of heavy to
very heavyraininsomedistricts,along with
the potential for cloudbursts, flash floods,
landslides, mudslides, and shooting stones
at many vulnerable locations.

Itsaid thatrising water levelsinriversare
expected,and people should stay away from
water bodies, nallas, river embankments,
and loose structures.

Inaseparateadvisory, the MeT late evening
said that a system is approaching Srinagar,
withheavy orintense showers,accompanied
by thunderstorms, lightning,and gusty winds
expected over many parts of Srinagar, Gan-
derbal, and Budgam.

People were advised to stay away from
electric poles, cables, old trees, and loose
structures. The MeT recommended suspend-
ing shikara riding and boating in all water
bodies, including Dal Lake.

Moreover, the district administration
issued an advisory in light of the forecast of
inclement weather,advising people torefrain
fromventuring into slopes and water bodies.

The advisory states that, due to heavy/
intense showers and gusty winds forecasted
over parts of Kashmir from August 31 to
September 1, according to the Indian Mete-
orological Department(IMD)Srinagar Station,
residents of the district, especially those in
Fakir Gujri, adjacent areas, and Khonmoubh,
should avoid slopes and water bodies until
the weather improves.

Tourists and local shikara operators are
advised to suspend activities at Dal and
Nigeen lakes. Sand miners at the River Jhelum
and other water bodies should verify condi-
tions before crossing. The general public can
contact the District Emergency Operation
Centre Srinagar, Emergency Response Support
System (ERSS) Srinagar, and Police Control
Room Srinagar for any information. (KNO)

Sln%lo efs.....
GAD-JK, Dr. Singla, who is presently Sec-
retary, Information Technology Department,
and also holding charge of Administrative
Secretary, GAD has been asked to look after
the Information Department as well.

“The charge will be with Dr. Singla till
Shrci1 M. Raju, IAS, remains on leave,” order
reads.
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rinagar Court convicts five in Rs 4.5 crore
land fraud case after 15-year trial

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEP 1:Inaland-
mark verdict, a Srinagar court
onMonday convicted five indi-
viduals in a high-profile cheat-
ing case involving fraudulent
land transactions worth sev-
eral crores.

The City Judge delivered the
judgment, bringing closure to
a protracted legal battle that
began in 2010.

The case revolved around
theaccused, including Ghulam
Qadir Dar and four others, who

were charged under sections
420and 506 of the Ranbir Penal
Code for cheating, forgery, and
criminal intimidation.
According to the prosecu-
tion, led by Additional Public
Prosecutor Vikas Kunar, the
accused conspired to defraud
the International Building
House Cooperative Society by
selling 109 kanals of land in
Shariefabad, Budgam, through
forged agreements and fake
documents, including a fabri-

Rasheed Wani, chairman ofthe
society, deposed that he ini-
tially paid Rs 2.61 crore—Ilater
escalating to Rs 4.5 crore—
under a fraudulent agreement
dated March 15, 2008.

Despite the payments, nei-
ther ownership documents nor
possession of the land was
handed over. Instead, the
accused allegedly sold portions
oftheland to third parties while
misrepresentingits status using
a fake Army NOC.

and the investigating officer,
corroborated the claims, con-
firming that theland was under
Army claim and that the NOC
was forged.

The defense argued the mat-
ter was a civil dispute lacking
criminal intent and pointed to
the absence of original docu-
ments and bank statements.
However, the court dismissed
these arguments, holding that
the prosecution had proved
guilt beyond reasonable doubt

cated Army NOC.
Complainant Akhtar

Prosecution witnesses,
including company employees

11N

through consistent testimony
and documentary evidence.

The court convicted accused
No. 1 and 2 under sections 420
and 506 RPC, while accused No.
3 to 5 were convicted under
section 506 RPC. All five were
sentenced to two years’ simple
imprisonment and fined Rs
5,000 each, with sentences to
run concurrently.

While awarding what it
termed a comparatively
lenient punishment due to the
15-year duration of the trial,
the court underscored the
seriousness of fraudulent
property dealings.

Srinagar Police

Solves Theft Case;
Accused Arrested, Stolen
Property Recovered

m  Mohammad Hanif Khan

m  HT News Desk

PULWAMA, SEP 1: The resi-

SRINAGAR, SEP 1: On August 24, 2025, Police
Station Nishat received a written complaint from
Mohammad Aslam Lone, S/O Abdul Gani Lone,
resident of Gupkar Mohalla, Nishat, alleging the
theft of cash and gold ornaments worth several
lakhs by unknown individuals.

Based on the complaint, FIR No. 69/2025 under
sections 305, 331(3) BNS was registered at Police
Station Nishat, and investigation was promptly

initiated.

During the course of investigation, several sus-
pects were questioned and one suspect namely
Shahid Mehraj Bhat, S/O Mehraj-ud-Din Bhat, resi-
dentof Meerakabad, Shalimar was identified as the
accused and subsequently, he was arrested for the

commission of the crime.

Upon his disclosure, the stolen property, includ-
ing Rs. 50,000 in cash and gold ornaments valued

atRs. 2,65,000, was recovered.

The investigation remains ongoing, and further
recoveries are anticipated from the accused person.
Srinagar Police remains committed to ensuring
the safety of the citizens and eliminating crimes

from the society.

dents of Deeri village in Pul-
wama district have raised seri-
ous concernsover the continued
encroachment on the Deeri-
Herpora road by two families,
which has significantly nar-
rowed the vital passage and
created a bottleneck for both
pedestrians and potential road
development.

According to thelocalinhab-
itants, the road—which serves
as acrucial link for hundreds of

residents—has been partially
seized onboth sides, obstructing
free movement and endangering
public safety. The matter has
reportedly been flagged by the
Roads and Buildings (R&B)
Department, Pulwama, which
acknowledges that the
encroachmentisamajor hurdle
in upgrading or expanding the
stretch.

“The encroachment has
reduced the usable width of the
road to an extent that even
pedestrians struggle to pass
through, especially during peak

hours. It has become a daily
inconvenience and a serious
safety concern for school-going
children, elderly people, and
emergency services,” said a
resident of Deeri.

In a formal representation
submitted to the Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Pulwama, the
residents have urged immediate
action to remove the illegal
occupation andrestore the road
to its original width. Photo-
graphic evidence has also been
enclosed with the complaint to
support their claims.

“The road is public property
meant for collective use and
development. No individual or
family has the right to obstruct
or privatize a public thorough-
fare,” the letter stated. “We
appeal to the Worthy DC to
intervene personally and direct
the concerned authorities to
initiate swift action.”

This is not the first time that
rural infrastructure in South
Kashmir has suffered due to
unauthorized encroachments.
However, locals say this case is
particularly troubling because

Encroachment Chokes Deeri-Herpora Road, Locals
Appeal to DC Pulwama for Urgent Intervention

itimpedes a proposed develop-
ment project and compromises
basic mobility in the village.

Authorities are yet toissue a
formal response, but the urgen-
cy of the situation demands
prompt redressal, especially
with growing calls forimproved
infrastructure and civic ameni-
ties across the district.

As the matter now lies before
the district administration, all
eyes are on the office of the Dep-
uty Commissioner to act deci-
sively and uphold the rule of law
for the greater public good.

KULGAM, SEPT 1:Ina continuing
crackdown onthe drug menace, Kul-
gam Police apprehended two drug
peddlers in Qazigund and seized a
substantial quantity of contraband
from their possession.

Acting on specific intelligence
inputs, a police team from Police
Station Qazigund established a naka
(checkpoint)at Sesman Damjan. Dur-
ing the operation, two individuals
moving suspiciously were intercept-
ed.Uponsearch,approximately 3.289
kg of poppy straw-like substance was
recovered.

The accused have been identified
as Nisar Ahmad Dar, son of Abdul
Rehman Dar, a resident of Sesman
Bonigam, and Anayat Bashir, son of
Bashir Ahmad Ganie, hailing from
Nassu Badragund. Both individuals
were taken into custody at the scene.

Acaseunder FIRNo. 175/2025 has
beenregistered at Police Station Qazi-
gund under Sections 8/15 and 29 of
the NDPS Act, and further investiga-
tion is underway.

Reaffirming its commitment to
curb the drug trade, Kulgam Police

Faroog Rather

issued a stern warning to those
involved in narcotics: “The law will
inevitably catch up with you. Strict
action will be taken to ensure justice
and protect the community from the

War Against Drugs Continues: Two Peddlers
Arrested in Qazigund, Contraband Seized

scourge of drugs.”

Kulgam Police has urged the pub-

licto cooperate and reportany suspi-
cious activities related to drug traf-
ficking in their localities.

Swift Action by BRO: Kishtwar-Gulabgarh Lifeline
Reopened After Herculean Clearance Drive

®  Amirlgbal Khan

KISHTWAR, SEP 01: Bringing
amajor sigh of reliefto thousands
ofresidentsin the remote Paddar
valley, the Border Roads Organisa-
tion (BRO) on Sunday success-
fully restored traffic movement
on the crucial Kishtwar-Gulab-
garhroad after days of disruption
caused by multiplelandslides and
road breaches.

The vital artery, considered
thelifeline of the region, had been
rendered impassable following
four massive landslides and two
major formation breaches trig-
gered by incessant rains.

Teams from the 118 Road Con-

®© 00 ©

struction Company (RCC) of 35
BRTF under Project Sampark
swung into action withmenand
machinery, launching a round-
the-clock clearance operationin
the treacherous Himalayan ter-
rain. Heavy debris was removed,
washed-out portions were
repaired and hillsides were sta-
bilized in a race against time to
reconnect the cut-off communi-
ties.

“Our foremost priority was to
reopen this crucial link at the
earliest,” aBRO officer said, com-
mending the grit and commit-
ment displayed by the 118 RCC
personnel. “Despite hostile ter-
rain and weather-induced chal-

lenges, the team worked relent-
lessly to restore connectivity.”
The Kishtwar-Gulabgarhroad

isthe only all-weatherlink cater-
ing to the Gulabgarh and wider
Paddar belt. Its closure not only

disrupted daily life but also
blocked access to essential sup-
plies, healthcare facilities and
emergency services.

The swift restoration effort
hasdrawnwidespread apprecia-
tion. “We were effectively cut off
fromtherestofthedistrict,” said
Mushtaq Ahmed,alocalresident.
“The BRO’s timely intervention
has brought immense relief to
the entire community,” he added.

With traffic now flowing
smoothly, the BRO has assured
continued vigilance and monitor-
ing of vulnerable stretches to
ensure safe and uninterrupted
connectivity to the far-flungbor-
derregions.

Rural Credit Workshop
under JKCIP Held at DK
Marg, Kulgam

m Farooq Rather

KULGAM,SEP 1: As part of its ongoing outreach efforts,
the 9th day of the Rural Credit Workshop under the
Jammu & Kashmir Competitiveness Improvement in
Agriculture and Allied Sectors Project (JKCIP) was held
today at Children Park, DK Marg, Kulgam. The event
witnessed enthusiastic participation fromover 110 farm-
ers and rural youth, reflecting the growing interest in
financialliteracy and entrepreneurship inthe agri-sector.

The workshop was jointly organized by Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK) Kulgam, in collaboration with the Depart-
ments of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Sheep Hus-
bandry,and otherallied sectors. The primary objective was
to sensitize the farming community about institutional
credit mechanisms, financial inclusion, and entrepreneur-
ship opportunities in agriculture and allied activities.

KVK scientists Dr. Ab Shakoor Khanday, Dr. Shahid
Ahmad, and Dr. Tariq Igbal interacted with the partici-
pants, emphasizing the critical role rural credit plays in
promoting modern agricultural practices, crop diversi-
fication, and agri-based entrepreneurship. They high-
lighted the core mission of JKCIP—to transform agriculture

in J&K by enhancing access to markets, credit facilities,
and value chain support, especially for rural youth.

Officials from the Departments of Agriculture and
allied sectors provided detailed insightsinto credit-linked
schemes, subsidy programs, and income-generating
interventions currently available for farmers. They encour-
aged attendees to utilize institutional finance for inte-
grated farming, livestock rearing, and climate-resilient
agricultural ventures.

Theworkshop featuredinteractive sessions, duringwhich
participantsraised practical queriesrelated toloan eligibil-
ity, repayment terms, crop insurance, and interest subven-
tion schemes. Officials assured that JKCIP is actively work-
ing to simplify banking procedures and improve
coordination between farmers, financial institutions, and
government departments to ensure timely credit delivery.
Farmers and rural youth expressed appreciation for the
initiative, stating that such knowledge-sharing platforms
areessential forempowering grassroots communities. The
programconcluded withacollective commitment toadvance
financial inclusion, agri-entrepreneurship, and climate-
smart farming under the broader objectives of JKCIP.
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SAKEENA ITOO REVIEWS ACADEMIC,
ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONING OF BGSBU

Also calls for facilitating students from remote, marginalized communities

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEPT 01: Min-
ister for Education, Sakeena
Itoo today conducted a com-
prehensive review of the aca-
demic and administrative
functioning of Baba Ghulam
Shah Badshah University (BGS-
BU), Rajouri, in a high-level
meeting held at Civil Secre-
tariat here.

The meeting was attended
by Vice Chancellor, BGSBU, Prof.
Jawaid Igbal; Additional Chief
Secretary, Higher Education
department (HED), Shantamanu;
Deputy Commissioner Rajouri/
Registrar BGSBU, Abhishek
Sharma; Director RUSA, Special
Secretaries of HED, Director Fi-
nance and Director Planning HED

of the university.

and other senior officers of Uni-
versity administration and HED,
either in person or through
video conferencing.

During the meeting, the Min-
ister took detailed assessment
of university’s progress across
multiple fronts, like teaching and
research output, infrastructure
development, student welfare
measures, and other initiatives

During the meeting, Minister
Sakeenaunderlined that BGSBU,
beingakey higher education hub
in the Pir Panjal region, carries
aspecial responsibility in shap-
ing the future of youth through
quality education, skill develop-
ment, and character building.
She called upon the university
authorities to adopt student-

global standards.

centric initiatives, strengthen
placement cells, and enhance
digital learning infrastructure
to keep pace with national and

Whilereviewing the progress
of ongoing infrastructure proj-
ects in the University, the Min-
ister directed the administration
to ensure timely completion of

these projects. She further
stressed on the officers to initi-
ateonly those new infrastructure
projectsin the University which
deem necessary for its smooth

functioning.

She alsoinstructed the uni-
versity administration to com-
plete the renovation works on
hostelsinatime bound manner
so that the students can stay
there comfortably and with
ease.

Whilereviewing the Human
Resource position of the univer-
sity, the Minister directed the
officers toengage teaching staff
onacademicarrangement basis
incourses having maximum roll
of students till the vacant posi-
tions are filled on regular basis.
She also called upon the Univer-
sityadministration that students
from remote and marginalized
communities should be facili-
tated at the university and ad-
equate support through scholar-

ships, remedial coaching, and
mentorship programs should be
provided to them on regular
basis.

The Minister also lauded the
University administration for
record number of admissionsin
the current session and assured
them of government’s full sup-
port in addressing its require-
ments. She reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to strength-
ening higher education in
Jammu and Kashmir and lauded
the efforts of BGSBU in fostering
academic excellence across the
region.

During the meeting, Deputy
Commissioner Rajouri/Registrar
BGSBU presented adetailed pre-
sentation on the functioning of
the University.

ADC B'pora flags-off farmers for
exposure visit to SKUAST-K

m HT News Desk / DIPR

BANDIPORA, SEPT 01: Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) Bandipora, Zaffar Husson Shawl in
presence of Chief Horticulture Officer Bandipora,
Farooq Ahmad Tantray, today flagged-off a group of
100 progressive farmers for a one-day exposure
visit-cum-awareness programme at SKUAST-K Shali-
mar, Srinagar.
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The visit has been organized by the Horticulture
department, Bandipora under the CAPEX scheme
(Promotion and Information Dissemination) 2025-26.

Farmers were drawn from four horticulture zones
of the district viz. Aloosa (25), Bandipora (25), Hajin
(25), and Sumbal (25) are scheduled to participate
in a training session on Orchard Management and
Reduction of Pesticides in Fruit Crops grown in the
Kashmir Valley at SKUAST-K Shalimar.

Speaking on the occasion, ADC appreciated the
efforts of the Horticulture department for facilitat-
ing such programmes, which play a key role in capac-
ity building and knowledge dissemination among
orchardists.

Chief Horticulture Officer Bandipora said that
the department is committed to empowering farm-
ers with modern techniques and scientific interven-
tions to enhance the overall horticulture sector in
the district.

Director Agri. Kmr reviews achievements of all HADP projects, CSSs, CAPEX & NABARD
Emphasises tfimely execution & fund utilisation under all HADP projects

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEPT 01: In order
to take stock of the physical and
financial achievements under all
projects of Holistic Agriculture
Development Program (HADP),
CAPEX, CSSsand NABARD, Direc-
tor Agriculture Kashmir, Sartaj
Ahmad Shah today convened a
meeting of officers of the depart-
ment at Agriculture Complex
Lalmandi, Srinagar.

The meetingindetaildiscussed
the implementation of projects
under the HADP, besides central-
ly sponsored schemes beingimple-
mented by the department were
also discussed threadbare.

Addressing the meeting, Direc-
tor highlighted the importance of
expeditious and judicious expen-
diture of funds under different

projectsof HADP, CAPEX and CSSs.
He asked the officers that funds

allocated under HADP projects
and under different components

of centrally sponsored schemes
mustbe expendedinatime bound

manner.

He reiterated the importance
of maintaining the highest level
of transparency and accountabil-
ity during all the expenditures.

Hedirected the officers toreach
out to the farmers and make them
aware about HADP and latest
farmer friendly technologies in
agriculture and allied activities.
He also asked them to work in
collaboration with the farmer
communities for the successful
implementation of different proj-
ects at grass root level.

Earlier through a powerpoint
presentation progress under dif-
ferent HADP projects, CSS, CAPEX
and NABARD was highlighted.

Joint Directors, Chief Agricul-
ture Officers, provincial heads,
scheme heads and sectoral officers
attended the meeting.

Revenue teams start flood damage assessment in Paddar area

m HT News Desk / DIPR

GCoE (IASE) Srinagar celebrates

KISHTWAR, SEPT 01: Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate (SDM) Paddar Dr.
Amit Kumar leading a revenue team
on Monday visited remote villages of
Kohal and Chadas (Matti) to assess
the damage caused by recent flash
floods and landslides. The local Lam-
bardar also accompanied the team
during the inspection.

To speed up the process, the rev-
enue team has been divided into
smaller groups. Tehsildar Vijay Gupta
visited Laie and adjoining villages,
while Naib Tehsildar covered the So-
hal and Tiyari areas. A team led by
local Girdawar has been tasked with
the assessment of damages in Karth-
ie and Sazar villages.

The administration has already
initiated relief measures for the af-
fected families and assured a fairand
transparent evaluation of losses.

'National Sports Day'

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEPT 01: Government College of
Education (IASE). M. A. Road, Srinagar marked its
National Sports Day with a spirited two-day sports
extravaganza, bringing together both students and
staffin a series of thrilling competitions.

The event saw enthusiastic participation across
multiple sports, showcasing teamwork, athleticism,
and camaraderie among all participants.

Earlier, SDM Paddar had also vis-
ited Affani, Jarand Tatapani areas with
revenue officials to review the situa-
tion.

Meanwhile, electricity has been
restored in four feeders of the sub-
division, while water supply has also
been temporarily restored in the ma-
jority of the areas.

The Paddar-Kishtwarroad, which
was blocked at Kadhail and Trinallah

has been reopened for traffic this af-
ternoon.

In an official statement, SDM Pad-
dar urged residents living in vulner-
ablelocations to remain cautious and,
if required, shift to safer places as a
precaution against further landslides
and flash floods.

He assured that timely relief dis-
tribution will be carried out as per
government guidelines.

DC Reasi reviews pace of restoration works post heavy rainfall
Sets 2-day deadline for reopening of PMGSY roads

m HT News Desk / DIPR

REASI SEPT 01: Deputy Com-
missioner Reasi Nidhi Malik today
chaired a meeting to review the
rain triggered damages and pace
ofrestoration works in the district.

The Deputy Commissioner as-
sessed the restoration status in
key sectorsincluding PHE, JPDCL,
PWD and PMGSY. She directed
the PMGSY Executive Engineer to
deploy adequate men, machinery
and material for road clearance.
She set a 2-day deadline for res-
toration of all motorable roads.
"There is a need for enforcing ac-
countability among contractors
and round-the-clock monitoring
of restoration works," she added.

Reviewing the PHE sector, the
DC was informed that 60% of the
water supply has been restored.

briefed that 14 schemes have been

Sheinstructed the department to
submit a detailed report on the

®© 00 ©

number of damaged schemes. The
Executive Engineer PHE, Dharmari

damaged and that repair works

are currently underway.

Regarding the Power sector,

the DC directed immediate res-
toration of electricity across the
district. It was informed that
power supply has been restored
in most areas, with only 2% of
transformers pending repair. The
DCinstructed officers torelocate
transformers from sinking zones
and complete the restoration work
on priority.

DC Nidhi Malik also directed
the District Mineral Officer (DMO)
toconductajointinspection with
Executive Engineer PWD and
PMGSY to check bridges and cul-
verts. She stressed onimmediate
clearance of drainage channels to
prevent obstruction of river flow
for the safety and stability of
bridges and culverts.

ADDC Sukhdev Singh Samyal,
ADCRakesh Kumar, CPO Narind-
er Kumar, Executive Engineer PWD,
PMGSY and other concerned of-
ficers were present.

On the directions of Prof. (Dr.) Seema Naz, Prin-
cipal of the College, the event kicked off with a series
of high-energy activities, including classic games
like Tug of War, where teams from both staff and
students competed fiercely for victory. The excite-
ment continued with fast-paced matches in Table
Tennis, where participants demonstrated precision
and quickreflexes, while the Volleyball and Badmin-
tontournaments added even more action and drama
to the festivities.

The sports day not only fostered healthy compe-
tition but also emphasized the importance of phys-
ical fitness, teamwork, and sportsmanship. Both
students and staff worked together to create a live-
ly and positive atmosphere, building community
spirit across the campus.

Prof. (Dr.) Seema Naz extended her congratula-
tions and appreciation to the College Sports Com-
mittee, and others, for successfully organizing such
a well-coordinated and energetic event. She noted
that events like these play a key role in holistic de-
velopment and building a strong college culture.

The two-day event concluded with a grand cer-
emony where the winners of each sport were rec-
ognized and awarded medals.
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Sakeena Itoo lays e-foundation stone of Teachers
Quarters at GHSS Khull, DH Pora Kulgam

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, SEPT 01: Minister
forHealthand Medical Education,
Social Welfare and Education,
Sakeena Itoo today laid the e-
foundation stone for the construc-
tion of Teachers Quarters at Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary School
(GHSS), Khull in DH Pora area of
district Kulgam.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Minister said the initiative will go
along way in improving the aca-
demic atmosphere by ensuring
proper accommodation facilities
for teachers. She added that the
move will help enhance the over-
all educational standards in the
area, while also boosting morale
ofthe teaching staff posted in far-
flung regions.

“By providing proper accom-
modation forteachers, Government
isensuring their presence, stabil-
ity, and motivation to serve in
far-flung areas. This step will di-
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rectly contribute to raising the
standard of educationin Khulland
nearby regions”, the Minister
stated.

The Education Minister fur-
ther emphasized that improv-
ing the academic atmosphere
in rural schools is a top prior-
ity of the Government, high-
lighting that adequate infra-

structure, ranging from school
buildings, laboratories and
digital learning facilities, to
residential quarters for staff, is
essential to strengthen the
education system.
“Educationis the cornerstone
of progress and social transforma-
tion. Omar Abdullah led Govern-
ment is committed to extending

quality education to every child,
regardless of geography. Initiatives
like these will not only improve
teaching standards but also en-
courage talented teachers to will-
ingly serve in rural and far-flung
areas,” she said.

Onthe occasion, severallocals
alsointeracted with the Education
Minister virtually. They expressed

gratitude for the project, terming
italong-awaited demand that will
ease hardships faced by teachers
postedinthearea.Thelocals high-
lighted that this move of Govern-
ment will significantly help in
ensuring regularity of classes and
strengthen teacher-student en-
gagement.

While interacting with the
locals, Minister Sakeena reiter-
ated that Omar Abdullah led
Government is committed to-
wards strengthening educa-
tional infrastructure inruraland
remote areas, emphasizing that
quality educationis the founda-
tion of socio-economic develop-
ment.

Director School Education
Kashmir, Director Health Ser-
vices Kashmir, CEO Kulgam, senior
officers of districtadministration,
sectoral officers of various line
departments and large number
of locals participated in the pro-
gramme.

ADDC reviews relief measures in
rain affected areas of Doda

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

DODA, SEPT 1: A detailed review meeting to as-
sess relief measures for damages caused by recent
natural disasters across the district was held here
today. The meeting was chaired by Additional District
Development Commissioner (ADDC) Doda Roshan
Lal, whois also the Chairman of the SOP Committee.

The discussions focused on damages to private
property, livestock, crops, religious structures, pro-
tective wallsand residential houses, along with reports
of human losses and minor injuries. The meeting
stressed the urgent need for quick verification, trans-
parent assessment and early compensation to the
affected families.

ADDC Roshan Lal virtually interacted with Sub-
Divisional Magistrates of Assar, Gandoh and Tha-
thri, along with Tehsildars from Bhella and other
affected regions. Officers were instructed to expedite
damage assessment surveys, maintain proper records
for future disaster planning and prepare a compre-
hensive relief proposal for higher authorities. Special
emphasis was laid on strengthening coordination
among departments to ensure timely assistance,
accurate verification of losses and fair disbursement
of compensation.

The meetingalso highlighted additional measures,
including the introduction of improved early warn-
ing systems, strengthening of protective infrastruc-
ture in vulnerable areas and livelihood support for
affected families through compensation for livestock
and agriculturallosses. ADDCdirected the concerned
departments to carry out field inspections prompt-
ly and submit final reports within the shortest pos-
sible time frame.

The meeting was attended in person by ACR Doda,
Ashraf Pervez, and the Accounts Officer of the DC
Office Doda. Other officers, including SDMs of Assar,
Thathriand Gandoh, Chief Agriculture Officer, Chief
Horticulture Officer, Chief Animal Husbandry Officer,
District Sheep Husbandry Officer, Executive Engineers
PWD (R&B) of Gandoh, Doda, Bhaderwah, Thathri
and all Tehsildars, attended virtually.

All officers were directed to work collectively to
ensure that relief measures are implemented effi-
ciently, transparently and with compassion for the

m HT News Desk / DIPR

POONCH, SEPT 01: Deputy Com-
missioner Poonch Ashok Kumar Shar-
ma visited Surankote and convened
aninteraction meeting with prominent
members of the civil society to listen
to their concerns and review devel-
opmental requirements of the area.

The meeting discussed at length
the damages caused due to recent
adverse weather conditions, particu-
larly itsimpact oninfrastructure and
essential services. The Deputy Com-
missioner laid strong emphasis on
strengthening road connectivity in
the subdivision and directed the con-
cerned engineers to ensure timely
execution of all ongoing works. He
stressed that improving road links,
especially to far-flung habitations, is

vital foreconomic growth and smooth
public mobility.

The Deputy Commissioner also
reviewed the progress of Jal Shakti
projectsandissued strictinstructions
to the officers of the department to
expedite execution and ensure time-
ly completion. He underlined that
uninterrupted water supply is a basic

DC Poonch interacts with Civil Society at Surankote
Reviews status of road connectivity, Jal Shakfti projects

necessity and warned that account-
ability will be fixed in case of delays
or lapses.

While concluding, the Deputy Com-
missioner highlighted the growing
challenge of drug abuse and urged
civil society, parents and educational
institutions to workin close coordina-
tion with the administration to safe-
guard the youth from this menace.

The meeting was attended by local
SDM, SDPO, SEs, XENs, Tehsildar, BDOs,
officers/officials of line departments
and prominent members of civil so-
ciety who actively participated and
shared their concerns with the District
Administration. The Deputy Commis-
sioner assured that more such interac-
tive meetings will be held regularly
to monitor progress on development
works and address public grievances.

DC Bandipora reviews traffic
management, orders phase-
wise action plan
m HT News Desk / DIPR

BANDIPORA, SEPT 01: Deputy Commissioner
(DC)Bandipora, Indu Kanwal Chib on Monday chaired
a meeting of officers to review traffic management
in Bandipora town.

On the occasion, DC directed strict enforcement
of traffic rules, regulation of peak-hour movement,
and coordinated efforts of police, transport, and
municipal authorities to ease congestion.

She instructed that route permits be checked,
vehicles must ply only on designated routes, and
stock vehicles be allowed during early morning or
late evening hours.

DCreiterated that due to innate challenges, traf-
ficmanagementin Bandipora townrequires a phased
approach, ensuring every initiative gets proper time
and space to take effect. She emphasized that such
a phased manner will suit long-term goals and help
in removing public inconvenience.

In the first phase, the Nowpora-Gulshan Chowk
road will be bifurcated, street vendors choking turn-
ing points will be relocated to alternative areas, and
no hawkers will be allowed at Gulshan Chowk. DC
added that once Phase 1 is implemented success-
fully, Phase 2 will be rolled out shortly with further
interventions.

Among others, the meeting was attended by Ad-
ditional Deputy Commissioner Bandipora, Zaffar
Husson Shawl; Assistant Regional Transport Officer
Bandipora; District Information Officer; Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Municipal Council Bandipora; SHO
Bandipora; and representatives from Traffic Police
Bandipora.

3rd National Lok Adalat 2025 on Sept 13

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

JAMMU, SEPT 01: A Review
meeting was held today with
regard to the 3rd National Lok
Adalat-2025 which is going to be
held on September 13, 2025.

The meeting was presided over
by Y.P.Bourney, Chairman District
Legal Services Authority (Princi-
pal District & Sessions Judge)
Jammu in his office chamber in
presence of Rajni Sharma, (Addl.
Sessions Judge) Presiding Officer
(InCharge) MACT Jammu and Dr.
Smriti Sharma, Secretary District
Legal Services Authority Jammu.

affected families.

The meeting aimed to ensure that
a maximum number of cases are

Chairman DLSA Jammu reviews pr

settled in the forthcoming 3rd
National Lok Adalat.

ey

The Divisional Managers of
various Insurance companies at-

tended the meeting through vir-
tual mode, while Ld. Advocates

eparations

attended the meeting in person.

The Chairman DLSA Jammu,
while addressing the participants,
said that National Lok Adalat is a
significant event that provides a
platform for the resolution of pend-
ing cases through mediation and
settlement. The DLSA's efforts to
review preparations for the NLA
demonstrate its commitment to
promoting access to justice and
reducing the burden on the courts.

The Chairman District Legal
Services Authority (Principal Dis-
trict & Sessions Judge) Jammu
stressed on taking proactive steps
to ensure the success of the 3rd
National Lok Adalat and promot-
ing access to Justice for all.

DC, Commander 11 Sector, SSP inspect damaged
stretch of Karoal-Maitra-Gool Road at Batti

Army to erect temporary

m HT News Desk / DIPR

RAMBAN, SEPT 1: Deputy Com-
missioner Ramban, Mohammad Alyas
Khan and Commander 11 Sector RR
Chanderkote, today conducted an
extensive inspection of the Karoal-
Maitra-Gool Road at Batti.

Senior Superintendent of Police
Arun Gupta; Additional Deputy Com-
missioner VarunJeet Singh Charak;
Project Director NHAI Shubam Yadav
and several other concerned officers
accompanied the team.

A stretch of the road at Batti was
recently washed away by flash floods
inRiver Chenab, affecting connectiv-
ity to Sub-Division Gool, parts of Teh-
sil Ramban and several strategic na-
tional projects.

During the visit, the Deputy Com-
missioner along with the team of of-
ficers and Army officials assessed the
ground situation and discussed the
possibilities for ensuring early resto-
ration of the connectivity. Considering
the seriousness of the situation, the
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Army hasbeenropedintotake urgent
steps for restoring connectivity.

The DC Ramban underlined the
strategic importance of the Karoal-
Maitra-Gool Road, termingitasasup-
ply line for the people of Gool Sub-
Division and adjoining areas. The
authorities observed that the road
serves not only as a vital link for the
movement of people and essential
supplies butalso as a critical corridor
for major national projects, including

Bailey bridge to restore connectivity

the Railway Line and the Sawalkote
Hydro Project.

The Commander 11 Sector RR as-
sured full cooperation from the Army
in providing technical support and
manpower to restore connectivity in
the shortest possible time. The Army
is going to erect a temporary Bailey
bridge at the washed-out site torestore
vital connectivity to Gool Sub-Division,
adjoining villages of Tehsil Ramban
and ongoing national projects.

DC Doda reviews damage assessment process post heavy rainfall

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

DODA, SEPT 1: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Doda, Harvinder Singh
today chaired ameeting toreview the
assessment of damages caused by
recent rains in the district.

During the meeting, the DCassessed
the condition of partially, severely,
and fully damaged houses across the
district. The meeting was attended
by ADDCRoshan Lal; ADC Anil Kumar
Thakur; ACR Ashraf Pervez; ACD Din
Mohammad Afaqi; Deputy Director
Employment and Counselling Centre
Rafiqg Ahmed Jaral, Accounts Officer
and other concerned stakeholders.

The DC also interacted virtually
with ADC Bhaderwah Sunil Bhutyal
and Tehsildars of Doda, Kahra, Kasti-
garh, Bhagwah, Barath Bagula, Dessa,
Mohalla, Assar, Thathri, Bhalla, Bhad-
erwah, Chilly Pingal and Chirralla to
review the damages caused by the
heavy rainfall.

Hedirected all Tehsildars to provide
accurate data and information about
the damages. He further instructed
them to collect photographs of dam-
aged houses and maintain complete
records for accurate estimation.

The meetingalsoreviewed the scale
of damages toroads. The DCdirected
to close vulnerable roads, especially
the Paddri road, for public transport.

The DC further interacted virtu-
ally with BDOs of Bhaderwah, Bhel-
lessa, Changa, Chilly Pingal, Chirralla
and Marmatblocks. The main purpose
of the interaction was to review res-
toration works under MGNREGA. He
directed the ACD to ensure proper
estimation of bridges and culverts

washed away due to the heavy rain
and to prepare complete data.

The DCemphasized that Tehsildars
of the district have the authority to
finalize the assessment of damages.
He also directed ADC Bhaderwah to
ensure proper water supply inthe area.

The DC concluded that teams of
concerned officers and officials will
be deputed to the affected areas for
on-ground assessment of damages
caused by the heavy rainfall.
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Plantation of high density
apple plants not feasible
everywhere

Better sense seems to have prevailed upon
a group of farmers in South Kashmir’s Kulgam
district since they have decided to cultivate
paddy in their high density apple fields. The
initiative of these farmers seems fo go against
the tide as most of the farmers have said
goodbye to the cultivation of paddy and
instead taken up the plantation of high den-
sity apples.

It is quite disturbing that a mad race has
started among the farmers and they want to
take alead over each other as far as cultiva-
tion of high density apple plantsis concerned.
It must be kept in mind by the farmers that the
plantation of high density apple plants is not
feasible in each and every part of the Kashmir
valley. A pick and choose policy needs to be
adopted in this regard so that better results
are achieved.

Since most of the farmers are busy inamad
race as on date the desired results are not
achieved and most of them are ruing their
decision of shifting to plantation of high den-
sity apple plants from cultivation of paddy.
The decision of these farmers has led to food
grains crisisin the valley and people couldbe
seendiscussing and debating aboutthe same
irespective ofthe occasion. Itisimportant that
experts are consulted by the farmers as and
when they want to shift from one pattern of
farming to another.

Resorting to knee jerk reaction does not
augur well forthe farmers or any section of the
society. In such a scenario one might have
short term gains but in the long run they have
to suffer losses. The farmers might have had
some profit by shifting from cultivation of
paddy to plantation of high density apple
plants but with the passage of time these
people are suffering losses. Had they stuck to
their original and traditional farming they would
not have incurred losses.

The group of farmers who have shifted to
plantation of high density plants cansstillregain
the lost position and they can go back to their
traditional pattern of cultivation of paddy. The
initiative taken by the farmers of Kulgam can
open new vistas forthe otherfarmers who want
to go back to the cultivation of paddy in their
fields. These people should take the advice
of the experts in the field so that optimum
results are achieved for posterity.

The Unheard Agony of Students

m Jawaid Igbal

The contemporary student, once
envisioned as a carefree seeker of
knowledge, now finds himself
ensnared in a labyrinth of anxieties
and burdens. The golden sanctity of
educationhasbeen eclipsed by relent-
less competition, societal expecta-
tions, and an uncertain future. The
plight of our youth is not incidental;
it is the cumulative consequence of
pressures imposed upon tender
minds.Foremost among the causes
isthe tyranny of competition. Educa-
tion, rather than being the art of
awakening curiosity, has been
reduced to a grim contest of marks
andranks. Younglearners, instead of
flourishing, are shackled to rote
memorisation and mechanical per-
formance. This suffocation leaves
little room for individuality, creativ-
ity, or repose.

The advent of technology and
social mediahasonlyintensified their
distress. While digital platforms have
democratized knowledge, they have
simultaneously birthed distraction,
unhealthy comparison, and a cease-
less quest for superficial validation.
In this digital hall of mirrors, many

students lose sight of their true worth.
Adding to this malaise is the specter
of unemployment. Even after years
ofrigorous study, the horizon remains
clouded withuncertainty. The dream
of a secure livelihood often withers,
leaving behind despondency, frustra-
tion, and, tragically, despair.

Amidst this turbulence, the role
of teachers becomes paramount. A
teacher must not merely instructbut
also illumine. To treat students as
machines for grades is to betray the
sacred vocation of teaching. Instead,
teachers ought to cultivate empathy,
patience,and discernment. They must
perceive the student not as an emp-
ty vessel to be filled but as a living
flame to be kindled. Their words
shouldinspire confidence rather than
instill dread; their demeanor should
be that of a guide, not a taskmaster.
A gentle word of encouragement, a
timely recognition of hidden talent,
or a compassionate ear may redeem
asoulotherwise crushed underinvis-
ible burdens.

If education is to regain its sanc-
tity, society atlarge—and teachersin
particular—must reimagine its pur-
pose. True educationis not the pursuit
of marks alone but the nurturing of
character, resilience, and wisdom.
Only when the teacher becomes a
mentor and the classroom a sanctu-
ary can the suffering of students be
alleviated.The destiny of ageneration
rests not upon examination scores
but upon the ability of its educators
to see, understand, and uplift the
human being behind the textbook.
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WHY IS THERE FLOOD IN
PUNJAB - ISNATURE ANGRY?

Nature warns, it does not get angry - the real reason is human
negligence and unbalanced development

m Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

It would not be right to call the floods in Punjab
a mere natural disaster. The nature of the rivers,
abnormal rainfall and climate change are the rea-
sons, but the real culprits are unplanned construc-
tion, illegal mining, neglect of drainage and paddy-
dominated agricultural system. Nature warns, it
does not get angry. If we give the rivers their way,
use water judiciously and adopt crop diversification,
then the impact of floods can be reduced. Punjab
should establish a new path of development by
maintaining a balance with the environment.

Punjab, which is called the country's food-
providing land, is today repeatedly grappling with
the horror of floods. Fields get submerged, villages
getdrowned, roads and houses collapse. Every time
the question arises that why does flood occur in
Punjab? Is it only nature's anger or are our own
mistakes also responsible for it? The truth is that
nature is never angry with anyone, it only works
on the basis of its rules and balance. When we
humans cross its limits, we have to suffer the con-
sequences in the form of floods, drought, pollution
and disaster.

Punjabisknown as the land of five rivers. Sutlej,
Beas, Ravi, Chenab and Jhelum define the identity
of this state. Most of these rivers originate from the
Himalayas and during the monsoon season, the
water level suddenly rises due to melting of snow
and rainfall. The currents of the rivers are fast and
when they enter the plains, the water spreads and
takes the form of floods. Big dams like Bhakra, Pong
and Ranjit Sagar may have been built for flood
control and irrigation, but when water is suddenly
released from them, the surrounding areas get
submerged. This highlights natural causes as well
as lack of management.

The monsoon pattern has changed a lot in the
last few years. Earlier, where the rain used to occur
gradually and for a long time, now heavy rainfall
occurs suddenly in a short time. This increases the
water pressure in rivers and streams rapidly and a
situation like flash flood arises. Climate scientists
believe that the increase in greenhouse gases and
global warming are the major reasons for this. Due
to this, the Himalayan glaciers are melting rapidly.
As a result, the water level of the rivers increases
uncontrollably during the summer and rainy sea-
sons.

Humanintervention has played the biggest role
inmaking natural floods destructive.Indiscriminate
construction work was done on the banks and
foothills of the rivers. Villages and cities settled on
drains and old water streams. Excessive mining of
sand and gravel changes the depth and flow of riv-
ers.When the path of wateris blocked, it enters the
nearby settlements. There is a network of drains
and canalsin Punjab, butin most places their clean-

ingandrepairis not doneontime. Asaresult,instead
of flowing out, rain water fills back up in the vil-
lages and cities. Along with this, crops like paddy
exploited groundwater excessively. The water
holding capacity of the soil decreased and the
natural water storage system broke down.

Punjab was the centre of the Green Revolution.
Cultivation of wheat and rice here gave the country
food security, but it also had its adverse effects.
Paddy crop demands a lot of water. Every year,
groundwater was extracted from lakhs of tube
wells. Due to this, underground water sources dried
up rapidly. When there was heavy rain or flood
from above, the ground could not absorb it and the
problem of waterlogging increased. Deforestation
and shrinking of green areas also disturbed the
natural balance. The roots of trees on the banks of
rivers used to stop water and bind the soil, but now
erosion has increased.

Thefloodsin Punjab are not justanatural disas-
ter but also a socio-economic crisis. Thousands of
acres of crops are destroyed. Farmers are forced
intodebt. The rural populationisrendered homeless
and forced to migrate. Roads, bridges and power
infrastructure are severely damaged. Diseases
spread, especially diarrhoea, malaria and dengue.
The mental trauma leads to a feeling of insecurity
and frustration in the society.

Inreality, nature has no emotions. It only wants
balance. When we violate its limits, it comes as a
warning in the form of flood, drought or disaster.

Therefore, itis not correctto say that natureisangry.
The truth is that man has created conditions that
make nature angry.

The solutions are clear. Flood zones along the
river banks should be identified and construction
should be completely banned there.Old drainsand
gutters should be cleaned and widened regularly.
Illegal mining should be strictly prohibited so that
rivers can flow in their natural form. Cultivation of
maize, pulses and vegetables should be promoted
instead of paddy, which will reduce water consump-
tion and improve the groundwater level. The state
and central governments will have to make a long-
term plantogether to deal with the effects of climate
change. Itis also necessary to train local people for
flood prevention and management.

The flood crisis in Punjab is not only due to
natural causes. It is the result of the unbalanced
direction of our development policies. If we still do
not learn a lesson, then floods can become more
terrible in the coming years. Nature is repeatedly
warning us not to tamper with it. We have to
remember that the permanent solution is not to
fight with nature, but to be in harmony withit. The
flood in Punjab is not just a disaster, but a test of
our policies, habits and priorities.

The author is a Research Scholar in Political
Science, Poet, freelance journalist and
columnist, Ubba Bhawan, Aryanagar, Hisar
(Haryana)-127045
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India’s Desert Warfare Shield

® By MS Nazki

The Sun never says to the Earth : You
owe me. Look, whathappens, withalove
like that, It lights the whole sky! The
Indian Army has done it time and again
and they will do it even when pushed to
the limits!

Yoursis the light by which my spirit's
born: - you are my sun, my moon, and
allmystars....... Agirl standing with half
a litre container when the Army came
totherescue when maincity Jammuhad
no water!

It was one of those March days when
the sun shines hot and the wind blows
cold: whenitis summerin the light,and
winter in the shade! Bothways the city
of Jammu is an unsatisfied lot!

Limitless undying love which shines
around me like a million suns it calls me
onand on across the universe.....Make a
SMART city butdo not challenge the flow
of the water!

Development express in Jammu has
been brought to a standstill and that is
areality!

Check that out first, is a call of red
sirens for the administration by the way
elected by people who are suffering?

But someone was bothered!

And we do not want to tell you who?

Anyway it was Northern Command
Indian Army that was/is/will be involved
but today it is Southern Command we
will talk about?

Itis my experience thatbold decisions
give the best promise of success. But one
must differentiate between [strategic]
and tactical boldness and a military
gamble. Abold operationisoneinwhich
success is not a certainty but which in
case of failure leaves one with sufficient
forces in hand to cope with whatever
situation may arise. A gamble, on the
other hand, is an operation which can
lead either to victory or to the complete
destruction of one's force. Situations can
arise where even gambling may be jus-
tified - as, for instance, when in the nor-
mal course of events defeat is merely a
matter of time, when the gaining of time
istherefore pointless and the only chance
liesinanoperationofgreatrisk..... Erwin
Rommel!

Lt Gen Dhiraj Seth, PVSM, AVSM, Gen-
eral Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
Southern Command, visited #Konark
Corps to review the operational pre-
paredness of the formation.

During the visit, the Army Command-
er was given a comprehensive overview
onthe measures undertakenby the Desert
Corpsinshapingamodern,agile,adaptive
and self-reliant future-ready force with
special emphasis on Technology Absorp-
tion. He was also briefed on the various
measures instituted by the formation in
improving the quality of life for troops in
#Jodhpur Military Station.

The Army Commander commended
the formation for its sustained efforts to
remainagile and responsive to emerging
operational dynamics post #Operation-
Sindoor. He exhorted all ranks to stay
mission-ready and resolute in countering
evolving threats with zeal and commit-
ment.

But let us get into more details: First
the legend of Jodhpur:

The main legend of Jodhpur centers
onRaoJodha, the founder of the city, who
established itin 1459 on a hill known as
thebird's nest to build his fortress, Meh-
rangarh Fort. Thisactled toacurse from
a hermit, Cheeria Nathji, who was dis-
placed, promising theland eternal water
scarcity. The city is also known for its
blue-hued buildings, a practice legend
attributes to Brahmins painting their
housesblue to denote their caste and for
insulation from the sun.

The Founding of the City and the
Curse: Rao Jodha's Vision: In 1459, Rao
Jodha, aRathore chief,chose arockyhill,
previously home to a hermit named
Cheeria Nathji, to establish anew capital
for his kingdom.

Displacement and Curse: Cheeria
Nathji, devoted to his birds, was reluctant
to move. After his attempts to appease
the hermit failed, Rao Jodha sought the

help of the warrior sage Karni Mata.
Cheeria Nathji eventually moved but not
before cursing Jodha'sland with a prom-
ise of perpetual drought.

The Solution: To lift the curse, Rao
Jodhasought forgiveness fromthe hermit.
Rao Jodha also built a shrine to the her-
mit near the fort to appease him.

The Blue City Legend: The distinctive
blue-colored houses of Jodhpur's old city
are said to have originated with the
Brahmins (priestly class) who painted
their homes blue.

Symbolism: This blue color was a
symbol of their high caste. Additionally,
it was believed to help keep the houses
coolinthe scorching heat of the summer
months.

MehrangarhFort's Legacy: ASymbol
of Power: The fort, now known as Meh-
rangarh, wasbuilt by Rao Jodhaatop the
hill.

ALiving Chronicle: Successive rulers
continued to enhance the fort, adding
their imprints to its architecture. This
includes the defenses built by Rao Maldeo
to withstand the attacks of Sher Shah
Suri's army.

The Sun City: Sun City" does not have
specific mythological significance in
India; instead, the mythological asso-
ciationiswith Surya, the Hindu Sun God,
and places dedicated to him, such as the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of the
Konark Sun Temple. The term "Sun City"
typically refers to Jodhpur, a city known
for its abundant sunshine, not a specific
mythological origin, though Surya wor-
ship is a significant part of ancient Indi-
an traditions.

Surya (The Sun God) and His Signifi-
cance: Life-Giver: Surya, the Hindu Sun
God, symbolizeslight, energy,and knowl-
edge, and is a vital source of life and
nourishment for the world.

Ancient Worship: Surya has been
worshipped since Vedic times and
remains central to many Hindu rituals
and festivals, such as Makar Sankranti
and Chhath Puja.

SunTemplesinIndia: Indiaishometo
numerous Sun Temples, which are both
marvelsofancientarchitectureandimpor-
tant cultural sites dedicated to Surya.

Famous Examples: Konark Sun Tem-
ple: A UNESCO World Heritage Site in
Odisha, built in the form of a giant char-
iot dedicated to Surya.

Modhera Sun Temple: Located in
Gujarat and dedicated to Surya.

Martand SunTemple: Anancient tem-
ple in Kashmir built in the 8th century.

Sun City (Jodhpur).

Always there has to be first:

The First General Officer Command-
ing (GOC) of India's Southern Command
was General Maharaj Shri Rajendrasin-
hjiJadeja, who commanded the Southern
Army (which became the Southern Com-
mand) after the 1908 merger of the
Indian Army's commands.

Historical Context: The Indian Army
wasreorganized intoregional commands
after the 1895 abolition of the Presi-
dency armies, with Southern Command
becoming one of the four commands.

In 1908, these four commands were

merged into two armies, Northern and
Southern, a structure that continued
until 1920.

General Jadejacommanded the South-
ernArmy, the precursor to the Southern
Command, in the early 20th century.

Later Commanders: Several notable
officers have served as GOC of Southern
Command since then, including Gen-
eral RajendrasinhjiJadeja, SM Shrinagesh,
K S Thimayya, Jayanto Nath Chaudhuri,
and Bipin Rawat, among others.

The Desert Corps: The first GOCof the
Desert Corps" was Lieutenant General A
K Chatterjee, the first General Officer
Commanding (GOC)oftheIndianArmy's
XII Corps (also known as the Desert
Corps), which was raised on February
26, 1987, in Jodhpur. This corps was
established to protect the desert sectors
of Rajasthan and Gujarat.

The Corps: The XII Corps, or Desert
Corps, was formed to address the grow-
ing operationalimportance of the desert
sector.

Formation: The corpswassanctioned
inJanuary 1987 and came into existence
onFebruary 26,1987, whichisthe Hindu
festival of Maha Shivaratri.

Purpose: Its role is to safeguard the
desert regions within India's states of
Rajasthan and Gujarat.

Symbol: The corpsadopted the forma-
tion insignia of Konark, taken from the
Konark Sun Temple, symbolizing the
radiating sunand a spiritual connection
to Jodhpur, the Sun City.

Itis often possible to decide the issue
of a battle merely by making an unex-
pected shift of one's main weight.........
Erwin Rommel, The Rommel Papers!

I read this or taught this forty years
back(by myDad)......butamstillinlight
welter weight!

About the General:

Lieutenant General Dhiraj Seth, PVSM,
AVSM is a serving general officer of the
Indian Army. He currently serves as
General Officer Commanding-in-Chief
Southern Command.

He was previously the appointment
of General Officer Commanding-in-Chief
South Western Command.

He earlier held the appointment of
General Officercommanding Delhi Area,
priorto that he was General Officer Com-
manding XXI Corps.

Early life and education: General Seth
is an alumnus of the National Defence
Academy, Khadakwasla, and of the Indi-
an Military Academy, Dehradun. He is
also analumnus of the Defence Services
Staff College, where he was recognised
asthebestall-round studentin his course;
in 2006, he attended the prestigious
Defence Services Command and Gen-
eral Staff Course at the French Collége
interarmées de Défense.

The general is also a graduate of the
Higher Command Course at the Army
War College, Mhow, and of the National
Defence College at New Delhi. Addition-
ally, he qualified in the International
Defense Acquisition Management Course
of the Naval Postgraduate School in the
United States.

Military career: The general officer

was commissioned into the 2nd Lancers
(Gardner's Horse) on 20 December 1986
from the Indian Military Academy.

He was awarded the Silver Centurion
in the Young Officers Course, he stood
first in the order of merit in several
courses heattended, including the Junior
Command Course.

He has commanded the Skinner's
Horse, 98 Armoured Brigade and was
General Officer Commanding (GOC) of
aRashtriyaRiflesforceinJammu&Kash-
mir.

He has served as brigade major of an
independentarmoured brigade, as Assis-
tant Military Secretary in the Military
Secretary Branch and as Brigadier Gen-
eral Staff (Operations) of the South West-
ern Command.

Gen Seth also served as an instructor
and assistant adjutant at the National
Defence Academy(NDA),and asaninstruc-
tor at the School of Armoured Warfare,
Ahmednagar. In 1995-1996, he served
withthe United Nations Angola Verification
Mission Il as operations officer.

He served as Director General (Disci-
pline, Ceremonial and Welfare) at Inte-
grated Headquarters of Ministry of
Defence (Army) in New Delhi before
assuming the appointement of General
Officer Commanding of XXICorpson 31
July 2021.

He was subsequently appointed Gen-
eral Officer Commanding Delhi Area in
August 2022.

On 1 November 2023, Lieutenant
General Dhiraj Seth took over as the
General Officer Commanding-in-Chief
South Western Command succeeding
Lieutenant General B.S.Rajuwho super-
annuated on 31 October 2023.

On 1 July 2024, Lieutenant General
Dhiraj Seth took over as the General
Officer Commanding-in-Chief Southern
Command succeeding Lieutenant Gen-
eral Ajai Kumar Singh who superannu-
ated on 30 June 2024 after four decades
of service to the nation.

Gen Seth is a son of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Krishna Mohan Seth (Retd.), who
retired as the Adjutant-General of the
Indian Army in 1997,and who also com-
manded XXI Strike Corps from October
1992 to October 1994 and Il Corps from
October 1994 to October 1995. Following
his retirement from the Army, he suc-
cessively served as Governor of Tripura
from 2000 to 2003, and as Governor of
Chhattisgarh from 2003 to 2007.

Therefore the legacy is great!

The history ofthe Indian Army's South-
ern Command began on April 1, 1895,
makingittheoldestandlargestcommand
oftheIndian Army, headquarteredinPune.
Over its extensive history, the command
participated in significant operations,
includingtheintegrationof princely states,
theliberationof Goa,and the Indo-Pakistani
Warsof1965and 1971.Southern Command
isresponsible for a large portion of India’s
landmass, encompassing multiple states
and union territories, and serves as a cru-
cialhub for training, defense manufactur-
ing, and diplomacy.

Origins and Early History: Founding;:
The Southern Command was established

on April 1, 1895, in Pune.

Pre-Independence Role: It played a
role in the integration of states like Jun-
agadh and Hyderabad in 1947-1948,
following India’'s independence.

Key Operations and Contributions:
Goa Liberation (1961): Southern Com-
mand participated in the liberation of
Goa from Portuguese rule.

Indo-Pakistani Wars: The command
wasinvolvedinthe 1965 and 1971 Indo-
Pakistani conflicts.

Peacekeeping: It participatedin Oper-
ation Pawan, India's peacekeeping oper-
ation in Sri Lanka.

Kargil War (1999): Southern Com-
mand also contributed to the operations
during the Kargil War.

Operation Parakram: The command
was involved in Operation Parakram, a
military standoff with Pakistan after the
2001 Indian Parliament attack.

Post-Independence Era: Expansion
and Reorganization: The command's
area of responsibility has changed over
time, with the establishment of the South
Western Command in 2005 impacting
its boundaries.

Modern Focus: Southern Command
focuses on developingits core competen-
cies, adapting to contemporary tech-
nologies, and contributing to the nation's
self-sufficiency in defense manufactur-
ing.

Diplomatic Role: The command is
considered a Hub of Diplomacy due to
hosting numerous international exer-
cises.

Geographic Scope and Strategic
Importance: Vast Area: Southern Com-
mand covers nearly 40% of the Indian
landmass, spanning eleven states and
three union territories.

Challenging Terrains: Itincludes des-
ert terrains in the Rann of Kutch and
along the Sir Creek, requiring specific
capabilities and equipment.

Training Hub: The command is a sig-
nificant training center, housing institu-
tionslike the National Defense Academy
and Defense Services Staff College.

The XII Corps, or the Konark Corps/
Desert Corps, is a corps of the Indian
Army and one of the two corps of the
Pune-based Southern Command:

Formation : With two combat divi-
sions on the order of battle of Southern
Command and increasing operational
importance of the desert sector, by Jan-
uary 1987, a Corps Headquarters was
sanctioned. HQ 12 Corps was raised at
Jodhpur during the volatile days of Oper-
ation Trident.

The corps, which came into existence
ontheauspicious day of Maha Shivaratri
on February 26, 1987 is charged with
protection of the desert sectors of the
country fallingin Rajasthan and Gujarat
states and was raised under Lieutenant
General A K Chatterjee as the first Gen-
eral Officer Commanding (GOC).

The Indian Army's Desert Corps is
officially the XII Corps, also known as
the Konark Corps. Based in Jodhpur, itis
responsible for securing India's western
borders in the Rajasthan and Gujarat
desert sector. The corps was sanctioned
in 1987 toenhance operational readiness
for desert warfare and holds its head-
quartersinjodhpur,adopting the Konark
Sun Temple's "Sun City" image for its
formation insignia.

Role: The corps serves as a crucial
defensive formation for India's western
frontier, specializing in desert warfare
operations.

Location: Its headquarters are locat-
edinJodhpur,a historiccityinRajasthan.

Operational Focus: The Desert Corps
focuses onenhancing combat readiness
through exercises like night tank drills
and drone system validation to maintain
astrong defense in the strategically vital
desert region.

Whatelse have we towrite other than
thisforasoldier::WhetherIwould survive
adefeatliesin God'shands.Thelotofthe
vanquished is heavy. I'm happy in my
own conscience that I've done all I can
for victory and have not spared myself.
Perplexity and inactivity have frequent-
ly led to catastrophes. The councils of
the mass undermined the authority of
theleaders! And finally: El sudor ahorra
sangre, la sangre ahorravidas, y el cere-
bro, las dos cosas “It is often possible to
decide the issue of a battle merely by
making anunexpected shiftof one's main
weight. Southern Command knows it!
Easily can be acclaimed as the Desert
Warriors of Indis!

Views,Opinions, facts etc Expressed by the Authors are their Own and Headlines Today doesn't acknowledge the viewpoint in any manner. And the claims made by the advertisers,
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The Brain Pacemakers

® Surinderpal Singh

The depression is one of the most
disabling mental health disorders which
isaffecting millions of people across the
globe. The personsuffering from depres-
sion suffers physical and psychologi-
cally with symptoms ranging from
persistent sadness, loss of interestinlife
and fatigue to suicidal thoughts. The
most common traditional treatments
used to counter depression includes
antidepressant medications, psycho-
therapy and lifestyle interventions.
Although this could help many persons
but a significant proportion of patients
suffer from treatment-resistant depres-
sion (TRD). With the advancement in
medical science neuroscientists and
clinicians have turned to the advanced
neuromodulation therapies among
whichthe brain pacemaker ordeep brain
stimulation (DBS) has emerged as a
promising intervention. This therapy
involves the surgical implantation of
electrodes thatdelivers weakelectrical
impulses to the specific brain regions
with the aim of restoring normal neu-
ronal activity and alleviating depressive
symptoms.

The Science Behind Brain Pace-
makers

A brain pacemaker is conceptually
similarinfunctioning toa cardiac pace-
makerWhereas cardiac pacemakersare
used in regulating abnormal heart
rhythms the brain pacemakers modu-
lates the dysfunctional brain circuits.

The device typically consists of:

Electrodesimplantedintotargeted
areas of the brain which needs to be
stimulated by weak electricalimpuls-
es.

Anelectricalimpulse generator usu-
ally implanted under the skin in the
chest which can produce controlled
electrical signals.

Connecting wires that link the elec-
trodesto the electricalimpulse genera-
tor.

By delivering finely tuned electrical
impulses, Deep Brain Stimulation ther-
apy aims torebalance the neural circuits
thatare underactive or overactive inthe
brain during the depression.This ther-
apy thusimproves the mood regulation

(Pros, Cons and the Future of Electrical Psychiatry)

and cognitive function of the brain.

Pros of Brain Pacemakers

1. Hope for treatment-resistant
patients:

This therapy provides relief for the
individuals who do not respond to
medication or psychotherapy.

2. Targeted therapy:

Unlike systemic drugs DBS therapy
actsdirectly onthe specificbrainregions
resultingin minimizing the widespread
side effects which are a must in other
therapies.

3. Adjustable and reversible:

The physicians can modify stimula-
tion parameters without the need for
another surgery and the device can be
turned off or removed if needed.

4. Continuous effect:

Offers sustained symptom relief
compared to medications that require
daily compliance.

5. Potential neuroplastic benefits:

This therapy may promote long-term
reorganization of neural circuitsleading
to lasting improvements.

Cons of Brain Pacemamers

1. Invasive surgery:

The DBS Therapy requires neurosur-
gical implantation, which carries risks
such as infection, bleeding or device
malfunction.

2. Cost and accessibility:

High costs limits the availability of
this unique therapy to the wealthy
patientsor those inadvanced healthcare
systems.

3. Variable effectiveness:

The numbers of patientsresponding
positively to the therapy is considerable
but not without notable exclusions;
some patients may experience little or
nobenefitatall during the course of the
therapy.

4. Possible side effects:

Mood swings, anxiety, speech prob-
lems or cognitive changes may occur
during the duration of the therapy.

5. Ethical concerns:

Direct brain manipulation raises a
number of heated debates about iden-
tity, autonomy and consent of the

patients.

Cost of Brain Pacemaker Therapy

The cost of deep brain stimulation
varies by country and healthcare system.
Onaverage DBS therapy is quite expen-
sive and even it's annual maintenance
is costly. In regions with universal
healthcare, partial or full coverage may
be available, but in most cases, the
expense remains a major barrier for
patients.

The Future of DBS Therapy

The field of neuromodulation is
rapidly evolving. Promising directions
include:

1. Closed-loop systems:

Future pacemakers may automati-
cally adjust stimulation based on real-
time brainactivity, offering personalized
therapy for the patients.

2. Smaller, wireless devices:

Advancesinbioelectronics may make
devices less invasive and more energy-
efficient to use.

3. Combination therapies:

The cost of deep brain
stimulation varies by
country and
healthcare system. On
average DBS therapy
is quite expensive and
even it's annual
mMaintenance is costly.
In regions with
universal healthcare,
partial or full coverage
may be available, but
in Most cases, the
expense remains a
nmaijor barrier for
patients

DBS may be paired with psycho-
therapy or pharmacological treatments
for synergistic effects.

4. Expansion of targets:

Ongoingresearchis testingnew brain
regions that may yield higher success
rates.

5. Ethical frameworks:

With the growing circle of DBS
therapy bioethicistsand policymakers
will develop clearer guidelines to
protect patientrights while encourag-
ing innovation.

The concept of a brain pacemaker is
amongst the most exciting break-
throughs in psychiatry and neurosci-
ence. By directly modulating dysfunc-
tional brain circuits this therapy provides
new hope for patients with symptoms
of treatment-resistant depression. How-
ever the high cost of therapy combined
with expensive annual maintenance,
invasive nature and ethical complexities
are few hurdles that need to be crossed
ifthe therapy is to be developed as uni-
versal solution for depression.With the
scientific and technological advances
and development the brain pacemakers
may become safer, cheaper and more
effective tools for countering depression
with potential for transforming the
future of mental health treatment.

The authoris a Faculty in Science
Department Sri Amritsar Sahib
Punjab
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Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining to Birth
of BILKIES ALTAF D/O MOHAMMAD ALTAF KUMAR R/O
WANIGAM PAYEEN Tehsil PATTAN  Distt. Baramulla having
verified the date of Birth as 18/04/2012 and event has been
shown to be occured at SDH KREERI for issuance of delay order
Inthis connection. If anyone have any objection to the issuance
of delay order of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim
this office within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

I have lost Death Certificate of My father Ab Ahad Najar
if anybody found Kindly return it to below mentioned address
otherwise i am applying for its duplicate if anybody have any
objection in this regard He/She may contact concerned Authorities
within seven days from the publication of this notice after that
no objection will be entertained.

FAROOQ AHMAD NAJAR, S/O: LATE AB AHAD NAJAR
R/O SHEIKHPORA KREERI

My name has been wrongly written as SYED RUQIYA
BUKHARI D/O SYED ATTEQULLAH on my Aadhar card while
my correct name is RUQIA AKHTER D/O SYED ATTIQULLAH
BUKHARI as per school record which needs to be corrected
if anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file
his/her objection in the office of concerned Aadhar authorities
within seven days from the publication of this notice after that

Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice

Iam applying for fresh pesticides and Fertilizers license
under the name M/S Pure Yield Agro Solutions (Pesticides
& Fertilizers) situated at Gosh Bugh Pattan, In this regard,
if anybody is having any objection, may file the same to
Chief Agriculture Officer Baramulla and PPO, Lal Mandi
Srinagar, within the time period of 07 days from the date
of publication of this notice. After that, no objection shall

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of GH MOHAMMAD PARRAY S/O AB
REHMAN PARRAY R/O KALANTRA PAYEEN for the issuance of
Dependent certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this connection a detailed
report was sought from patwari halga concerned which reveals
that the applicants family consists of 05 members and the annual
income of the applicant family from all sources consist of Rs ..70000
Moreover family structure of that applicant is as under

1. MUGLIBEGUM 71 years wife House wife married

2....SUHAIL AHMAD 33 years son student unmarried
3....SHAISTA BANO 22 years daughter //

4....MARYAM JAAN 19 years daughter

It is further submitted that GH MOHAMMAD PARRAY S/O AB
REHMAN is labour by profession and is sole earning in the said
family .The applicant has applied for Issuance of Dependent
certificatein favour of SUHAIL AHMAD PARRAY for marriage assistance

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of GH MOHAMMAD PARRAY S/O AB
REHMAN PARRAY R/O KALANTRA PAYEEN for the issuance of
Dependent certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this connection a detailed
report was sought from patwari halga concerned which reveals
that the applicants family consists of 05 members and the annual
income of the applicant family from all sources consist of Rs ..70000
Moreover family structure of that applicant is as under

1... MUGLIBEGUM 71 years wife House wife married

2....SUHAIL AHMAD 33 years son student unmarried

3....SHAISTA BANO 22 years daughter //

4....MARYAM JAAN 19 years daughter

It is further submitted that GH MOHAMMAD PARRAY S/O AB
REHMAN is labour by profession and is sole earning in the said
family .The applicant has applied for Issuance of Dependent
certificate in favour of SUHAIL AHMAD PARRAY for marriage assistance.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

no objection will be entertained. be entertained.

Name.....RUQIA AKHTER (NAZIR AHMAD HURRA
D/O SYED ATTIQULLAH BUKHARI S/0: BASHIR AHMAD HURRA
R/O ...KREERI, Distt..... BARAMULLA Contact: 7889380661

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of RAJABEGUM W/O LATE AB GANI BHAT
R/O DANDMOH for the issuance of LEGAL HEIR certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that GH NABI BHAT
F/O AB GANI BHAT has passed away on 03/2/1995 .The report
of the patwari further depicts that the deceased has left behind
following dependent as tabulated below

1... RAJABEGUM 55 years sister House wife

2....RAFIQA BEGUM 60 vyears //

3... SALEEMA 48 vyears // H/WIFE

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Legal heir certificate
in favour of Self

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Aripal

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
ARIPAL) has received a case file pertaining to death of SANA
ULLAH LONE S/O GH AHMAD LONE R/O DAR GANIE GUND GP
JAWHIRPORA LAM Tehsil Aripal Distt. Pulwama wherein the date
of death has been verified as 26/05/2025 and the incident has
been shown to have happened at the deceased's home which
caused the delay in seeking the certificate.

Now that the case is under consideration for the issuance
of the certificate, anyone having any objection shall approach
this office within 07 days of publication of this notice. No objection
shall be entertained after the notice period.

Sd/-Executive Magistrate 1st Class Aripal

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
Office of the Executive Engineer Rural Engineering Wing Srinagar
Notice e-Inviting Tenders | E-NIT No: 24/2025-26 | Dated: 29-08-2025

Single Cover System

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT J&K, e-tenders(In single covers system) are invited on PERCENTAGE BASIS from
approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the
following works:

S.No | Name of Work Block

1 Construction of Common | Harwan
Facility Center for Playground
at Muftibagh Gandtal

2 Construction of in drain | Qamarwari | 0.16 100
system at Panzinara A

EMD: 2% of Adv. Cost

Position of A/A: ACCORDED

Position of T/S: ACCORDED

Position of Funds: BUDGETED

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities
(B.0.Q),Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental websitewww.
jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates.

Adv. Cost | Tender Fee | Time Class Major Head | Type of Tender
46.88 2000 120 Days | AAY/BEE | ABDP Open

20 Days | DEE SBM (G) Open

30-08-2025
30-08-2025 from 01:00 PM
10-09-2025 up to 06:00 PM

11-09-2025 at 09:00AM or any convenient day In the Office of the Executive Engineer
REW Srinagar

5. | NOTE: Lowest Qualified bidder shall deposit hard copy of original Tender documents, Fee Receipt, EMD and other documents
within 05 Days after the financial bid is opened. Failed to produce the documents shall render the L1 as non-responsive and
case for debarring of the contractor be forwarded to higher authorities for the period of 1 year.

SPECIAL CONDITION:

Only the eligible contractors of respective Panchayat Halga shall take part in the tendering process for works under District
Capex with Advertised Cost 3.0 Lacs or below as per Govt.Order NO.238-F OF 2021 Dated 07.09.2021.Bidders must upload self
attested halqga level certificate as per annexure attached,as residence proof that he/she is residing in respective Panchayat halga.

No: XEN/REW/SGR/ 896-05 | Dated: 29-08-2025

1. | Date of Issue of Tender Notice

2. | Online Bid submission Start Date
3. | Online Bid Submission End Date
4. | Date & time of opening of Online Bids

Sd/- Executive Engineer REW Srinagar

DIPK: 5739/25 | Dated: 01-09-2025

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of BASHIR AHMAD GANIE S/O ABDUL
KHALIQ GANIE R/O DANDMOH for the issuance of LEGAL HEIR

certificate
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that ABDUL REHAM
GANIE S/O AB KHALIQ GANIE has passed away on 28/4/1998
.The report of the patwari further depicts that the deceased has
left behind following dependent as tabulated below

1... BASHIR AHMAD 55 years Brother chokedar

2....ABRADHID 60 years brother labour

3... Mst HAJRA 40 years // H/WIFE

4. ..RAJABEGUM 35 years //

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Legal heir certificate
in favour of Self

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Aripal

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
ARIPAL) has received a case file pertaining to death of Gh
Hassan Mir F/O Fayaz Ahmad Mir R/O DAR GANIE GUND GP
JAWHIRPORA LAM Tehsil Aripal Distt. Pulwama wherein the date
of death has been verified as 22-08-2025 and the incident has
been shown to have happened at the deceased's home which
caused the delay in seeking the certificate.

Now that the case is under consideration for the issuance
of the certificate, anyone having any objection shall approach
this office within 07 days of publication of this notice. No objection
shall be entertained after the notice period.

Sd/-Executive Magistrate 1st Class Aripal

Public Notice

Itis hereby notified that my son's dob has been incorrectly
mentioned on his Adhar card, 702200654551 as DOB 07/05/2012
while his correct DOB is 27/05/2013,Namely, Faizan Ahmad
Magray as per school record now I have applied for the correction.
If anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file
his/her objection concerned authority /UIDAI office within a
period of 07 days after that no objection will be accepted.

Name: FAIZAN AHMAD MAGRAY, DOB: 27/05/2013
S/0 MOHAMMAD SHAFI MAGRAY
R/O: TIRCH TEHSIL HANDWARA DIST KUPWARA

YT AXPTX GOVERNMENT OF INDIA A e Y
3dRes FATI DEPARTHENT OF SPACE gﬁn i
W1 (Y TR ST NDIAN SPACE RESEARCH ORGANISATION /a8
Jattes ST B SPACE APPLICATIONS CENTRE ""v’*il‘-‘rf‘
S(GVIGHATE AHMEDABAD 80045 i

ADVERTISEMENT NO. SAC:01:2025 Dated 02/09/2025

SAC (ISRO) invites on-line applications for the positions of Project Scientist-| (PS-I) and Project
Associate-| (PA-1) in various fields i.e. Agricultural Sciences/ Agricultural Engineering/ Agricultural Information
Technology/ Geo-informatics/ Remote Sensing/ GIS/ Computer Science/ Data Science. Interested candidates
possessing required qualification may visit SAC website https://www.sac.gov.in or https;//careers.sac.gov.in for

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY SRINAGAR
ADR Centre, Srinagar

Notification

Subject: Engagement of Para Legal Volunteers (PLVs) — Invitation of Applications

In pursuance to the directions of the Worthy Member Secretary, J&K Legal Services Authority, vide communication No. JKLSA/
LS/22/2021/1570-72, dated, applications are hereby invited from the eligible candidates of District Srinagar for engagement as Para
Legal Volunteers (PLVs) under the Para Legal Volunteers Scheme (Revised) to strengthen the functioning of legal aid and awareness
activities in District Srinagar

Applications are invited from the categories prescribed under the Scheme, which include:

. Teachers (including retired teachers),

. Retired Government Servants and Senior Citizens,

. MSW Students and Teachers,

. Anganwadi Workers,

. Doctors/Physicians, Students and Law Students (till enrollment as Advocates),

. Members of non-political service-oriented NGOs/Clubs,

. Women Neighbourhood Groups, Self Help Groups (including marginalized/vulnerable groups),

. Educated prisoners with good conduct serving long-term sentences, and other persons as may be considered suitable
by the Authority.

Terms of Engagement:

The work of PLVs is voluntary in nature and does not carry any Salary, remuneration or wages and that only honorarium as
fixed by the JKLSA from time to time shall be payable. The Selection Committee constituted for the purpose shall Short list the
number of candidates for interview depending upon the number of applications received in accordance with the Para Legal
Volunteers Scheme (Revised).The shortlisted candidates shall be called for interview/interaction, date of which shall be notified
separately.

How to Apply:

m  Eligible candidates may submit their applications in the prescribed format along with necessary particulars (Name,

Parentage, Residential Address, Educational Qualification, Mobile Number, etc.) at the office of the Secretary, District
Legal Services Authority, Srinagar within the stipulated time.
m  The last date for submission of Applications forms shall be 10.09-2025.
Copy of application form is enclosed herewith.
m  Forfurther details, contact: Office of the Secretary, District Legal Services Authority, Srinagar, (ADR Centre, District Court
Complex Srinagar)

Application form for Para Legal Volunteer
01. Name of applicant (BLOCK LETTERS)
02. Parentage

03.Dateof Birth____ 04. Gender
05. Address 06: District
07.Mob No 08.Category.

09 email Address:

10. Address for Correspondence
11. Qualification
12. Experience in social/voluntary/legal aid activities:
13: Willingness/Preference to work at (District Level):
14 : Education Qualification

S.No | Course University/ Institution/Board | Year of passing % age

Declaration:

I hereby declare that the above particulars are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. I understand that the
engagement as Para Legal Volunteer is purely voluntary in nature and does not carry any salary or wages, except honorarium as
may be fixed by J&K Legal Services Authority.

Signature of the applicant

Place:

Dated:

No: DLSA/Sgr/2025/1122-30

Dated: 01.09.2025

Sd/- Chairman

detailed advertisement and online application. Online recruitment portal will remain open from 1000 hours
of 02.09.2025 to 1730 hours of 22.09.2025 for online submission of application.  ¢BC-49107/11/0001/2526

District Legal Services Authority Srinagar

DIPK: 5728/25 | Dated: 01-09-2025
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Webinar on Built Environment
Performance in Recent Disasters
Highlights Urgent Need for Resilience

m Farooq Rather

SRINAGAR, SEPT 1: To mark the
34th Foundation Day of the Indian
Buildings Congress (IBC), the J&K
Chapter organized a national-level
webinar titled “Performance of Built
Environment in Recent Disasters:
Lessons Learnt.” The event brought
togetherengineers, architects,urban
planners, academicians, policymak-
ers, and students from across India
to deliberate on how infrastructure
has performed duringrecent disasters
and how lessons can be translated
intoresilient development practices.

Inhis welcome address, Er. Aamir
Ali, Chairman, IBC J&K Chapter,
emphasized that while development
is vital, “resilience in the built envi-
ronmentis non-negotiable.” He high-
lighted the critical role of safe and
robust infrastructure in ensuring
community safety and maintaining
essential services during calamities.

The session was inaugurated by
Er. Chinmay Debnath, President,
IndianBuildings Congress, who spoke
about IBC’s evolution into a key con-
tributor to national policy, building
codes, and sustainable construction
innovation. He underlined theimpor-
tance of embedding resilience as a
core principle in planning, design,
construction,and maintenance, par-
ticularly in regions prone to seismic
activity, landslides, and climate-
related disasters.

The keynote address was delivered
by Professor Dr. Amir Ali Khan, Head
of Resilient Infrastructure Division
at the National Institute of Disaster
Management (NIDM), Ministry of

PERFORMANCE
RECENT DISA

Home Affairs,and Member, Advisory
Committee of J&K State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (SDMA). Dr.Khan
voiced concern over the rising fre-
quency of disasters in hill regions,
pointing to incidents like the cloud-
bursts in Uttarakhand and the col-
lapse of the Tawi Bridge as examples
ofthe consequences of poor construc-
tion practices and weak land-use
planning.

Referring to the 2014 Kashmir
floods, Dr. Khan observed that tradi-
tionally built city areas experienced
less damage compared to newer
urban expansions, which often
neglect time-tested, risk-mitigating
practices. He called for risk-sensitive
urban planning, adherence to BISand
NBC codes, and the integration of
traditional wisdom with modern
engineering to build safer, more resil-
ient communities.

Er.S.R.S.Madni, Former Secretary
to Government, PHE Department,
stressed the need tolearn fromnature
and avoid environmental degrada-
tion. “Ourelders builtenduring struc-
tures in harmony with the environ-
ment—many of which still stand

strong,” he remarked.

The webinar witnessed wide par-
ticipation fromacrossIndia,including
notable professionals such as Er.
Yogesh MohanMehra, ChiefEngineer,
PWD Haryana; Dr. Narayan Rao, lIT
Indore; Rahul Jugran, SDMA Uttara-
khand; Dev Dutt Sharma (IAS Retd.),
Himachal Pradesh; Ar. Masroor
Ahmed Shah, Building Centre Sri-
nagar; Dr.Rajni Srivastava, Allahabad;
Dr.Suhail Aijaz Shah, Professor, Kash-
mir College of Engineering and Tech-
nology; Er. Irfan Shafi Parray; Er. B.L.
Rawat; Er. Ankur Nanda, and Er. Sunil
Seth, all from the IBC J&K Chapter.

The event also saw enthusiastic
participation from students and fac-
ulty of NIT Srinagar, SSM College of
Engineering, polytechnic institutes,
and engineering colleges across the
country, facilitated by the Civil Engi-
neering Students Association (CESA),
NIT Srinagar.

The webinar concluded with a
collective call for policy-driven, sci-
ence-based,and community-rooted
approaches to ensure the built envi-
ronment is prepared to withstand
future disasters.

pIXElS oL

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Naib Tehsildar, Pahalgam

Legal Heir Notice

1t is hereby notified for the information of the general public

Public Notice

I am applying for fresh pesticides and Frertiliser
under the name M/S AGROPULSE Pesticides & Frertilisers
situated at Sadat pora Naidkhi, Bandipora, In this regard,
if anybody is having any objection, may file the same
to Chief Agriculture Officer Bandipora and PPO Lal
Mandi, Srinagar, within the time period of 07 days from
the date of publication of this notice. After that, no
objection shall be entertained.

(IMTIYAZ AHMAD HURRA
S/0: ABDUL KHALIQ HURRA
Contact: 6006131314

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application for issuance of OBC certificate applicant
AB HAMID DHOBI S/ O ABDUL AHAD DHOBI R/O FRASTHAR
TILGAM Tehsil KREERI in favour of SON AAQIB HAMID DHOBI
for the issuance of OBC ( Other Backward class in his /her / their

favor
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of
the undersigned for the issuance of OBC in this connection a
report of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals
that the applicant is currently residing in the village of FRASTHAR
TILGAM of Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the DHOBI community
having annual income 480996 // in words Four Lack Eighty
thousand Nine hundred Ninty six only the details of family of
the applicant are as fallows

1...AB HAMID DHOBI self 58 years Farmer

2..SHAMEEMA BEGUM wife 56 years Housewife

3...ASIF HAMID DHOBI Son 27 years Govt employee

4..1QBAL HAMID DHOBI son 23 years Labour

5 ....AAQIB HAMID DHOBI son 25 years student

6....KHUSHBOO HAMID daughter 20 years H/W

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay
order of said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim
this office within 07 days, after that no objection shall be
entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application for issuance of OBC certificate applicant
FAYAZ AHMAD CHOPAN S/ O GH AHMAD CHOPAN R/O
RESHIPORA  Tehsil KREERI in favour of son's with daughter
for the issuance of OBC ( Other Backward class in his /her /

their favor
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of OBC in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicant is currently residing in the village of RESHIPORA of
Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the CHOPAN community having
annual income 130000 // the details of family of the applicant are
as fallows

1...FAYAZ AHMAD CHOPAN Head 44 years carpenter

2..RUBEENA BEGUM wife 45 years Housewife

3...MUSAIB FAYAZ Son 21 years Student

4.. RAZIA FAYAZ daughter 20 years/ /

5 ....FAIZAN FAYAZ son 15 years //

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay
order of said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim
this office within 07 days, after that no objection shall be
entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri
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that Mr. Gulzar Ahmad Sheikh, son of Abdul Rehman Sheikh, resident
of Laripora, Pahalgam, District Anantnag (J&K), expired on 16-08-
2020 as per Death Certificate issued by Pahalgam Municipal Committee.

The deceased has left behind the following legal heirs:

1. Mrs. Nasreena Bano — Wife (Age: 41 years)

2. Mr. Sameer Ahmad Sheikh — Son (Age: 16 years)

3. Mr. Aaman Ahmad Sheikh — Son (Age: 9 years)

This notice is being published for submission before the Naib
Tehsildar, Pahalgam, Government of Jammu & Kashmir, for issuance
of the Legal Heir/Family Verification Certificate.

If any person has any objection/claim regarding the estate,
property, or any other matter of the deceased, he/she may file the
same with the Naib Tehsildar, Pahalgam within 7 days from the
date of publication of this notice. After that, no claim shall be
entertained and the above-mentioned persons shall be considered
as the only legal heirs of the deceased.

Sd/-

Sameer Ahmad Sheikh

S/o Late Gulzar Ahmad Sheikh

R/o Laripora, Pahalgam, District Anantnag
Jammu & Kashmir

Public Notice

This is to inform the general public that I, Abdul Aziz
Dar, S/o Ghulam Mohammad Dar, R/o Kalantra Payeen,
Baramulla, have misplaced my Registration Certificate (RC)
at the main market in Kalantra. The details of the RC are
as follows:

Registration No.: JK05G9554

Eng.No TBJ1H69977

Ch No.MA1ZU2TBKJIH63409,

Name: Abdul Aziz Dar

S/o: Ghulam Mohammad Dar

R/o: Kalantra Payeen, Baramulla

I now intend to apply for a duplicate RC at the ARTO
Office, Sopore, Baramulla. If anyone has any objections,
they may file their objections at the ARTO Office, Sopore,
Baramulla, within seven days of the publication of this
notice. No objections will be entertained after this
period.

Abdul Aziz Dar
S/o Ghulam Mohammad Dar
R/o Kalantra Payeen, Baramulla

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of IRFAN AHMAD MIR  S/O Lt MOHD
YOUSUF MIR  R/O HAIL JAGIR for the issuance of legal Heir /
Dependent certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this connection a detailed
report was sought from patwari halga concerned which reveals
that MOHD YOUSUF MIR S/O GH MOHD MIR passed away on
20/03/1994 Moreover the death certificate issued by the competent
authority also depicts the same further more the report of patwari
concerned points out that deceased has left behind the following
legal heir tabulated as below

1... IRFAN AHMAD MIR son 30 years driver married

The applicant has applied for Issuance of legal heir / Dependent
certificate

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Public Notice

This is for information of general public that the (Electric
bill ) power connection is registered on the name BASHIR
AHMAD WANI S/O GH MOHD WANI R/O WARIPORA BALA
Now this Connection bearing Consumer ID NO 012040011053
wants to be registered on name WANI MEDICAL POINT .If
anybody have any objection in this regard He/She may file
his/her objection in the concerned PDD office within seven
days from the date of publication ofthis notice after that no
objection will be entertained

Name....BASHIR AHMAD WANI
S/0 GH MOHD WANI
R/O WARIPORA BALA

Room No 12, Huda Ash Central Market, Abi Guzar Lalchowk, Srinagar
email: srpixels2021@gmail.com

Public Notice

Itis hereby notified that Bilal Ahmad Lone S/o Wali Mohammad
Lone R/o Batakoot, Pahalgam, District Anantnag, Kashmir has
applied for registration of his Home Stay under the name “Providence
Inn” with the Department of Tourism, Pahalgam.

Any person having any objection to the said registration may
file the same in writing, with valid proof, in the office of the
Department of Tourism, Pahalgam within **07 days** from the
date of publication of this notice.

After the expiry of the stipulated time, no objection shall be
entertained.

Bilal Ahmad Lone
(Owner, Providence Inn)

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Naib Tehsildar Kreeri

in Syed Furkan, Syed Igra Fayaz.

Subject: Application of Syed Fayaz Ahmad S/o: Shaman R/o Kreeri Tehsil Kreeri for the issuance of EWS (Economically Weaker Section)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the Subject cited above, the applicant has submitted the file in the office of the undersigned for the issuance of EWS in
favor of his namely Syed Furkan, Syed Igra Fayaz. In this connection a report of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals
that the applicant is currently residing in village the details of the family of the applicant is as follows:

S.No |Name of the Family Member |Relationship with the Family Head  |Age Occupation Annual Income
01 Syed Fayaz Ahmad Bukhari  |Head 52 Labour 108000/-

02 Fareeda Begum W/o 48 M/W

03 Syed Furkan S/o 20 Student

04 Syed Igra Fayaz S/o 24 Student

05  [Shahzada Bagum M/o 81 Old Age

to any Backward Area.

According to report of patwari concerned, the applicant's family has not more than 5 acres of land and does not have greater than
1000 ft of Residential House. The applicant has not any Residential house or Residential plot in municipal area, the applicants Residential
plot is not more than 200 sq it and the applicant's family income is not more than 8 lacks Per Year. Moreover, the applicant does not belong

Therefore, through this Public Notice objections are being sought from general public, if any person has any objection, he/she can
submit their objections in the office of the undersigned within 07 days (Seven days) positively from the date the notice has been published.
No objection shall be entertained after the stipulated time period.

Sd/- Naib Tehsildar Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development
Officer Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertainingto
Birth of GULLA LONE S/O MOHAMMAD LONE R/O KAREEWA
KREERI Tehsil KREERI  Distt. Baramulla having verified
the date of Birth as 06/03/1967 and event has been shown
to be occured at HOME for issuance of delay order .In this
connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay
order of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this
office within 07 days, after that no objection shall be
entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of NAYEEMA BEGUM  W/O late ABDUL
HAMID WANI R/O HAIL JAGIR for the issuance of LEGAL HEIR

certificate
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a
report sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death
certificate issued by the competent authority reveals that
ABDUL HAMID WANI S/O GH NABI WANI has passed
away on 09/02/1996 .The report of the patwari further
depicts that the deceased has left behind following dependent
as tabulated below

1..., NAYEEMA BEGUM wife 47 years Housewife

2....ADIL HAMID WANI son 31 vyears private teacher

3...SAHBA BEGUM Mother 70 years old aged

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Legal heir certificate
in favour of Self

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay
order of said certificate shall present his/her claim this
office within 07 days, after that no objection shall be
entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of DILSHADA BANO W/O PEERZADA
MEHRAJ UD DIN (Deceased) R/O DHINDIMA KREERI for the
issuance of LEGAL HEIR certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that PEERZADA MEHRA]
UD DIN S/O PEERZADA HASSAM UD DIN  has passed away on
24/07/2025 .The report of the patwari further depicts that the
deceased has left behind following dependent as tabulated below

1... DILSHADA BANO wife 51 years House wife widow

2....PEERZADA MOHAMMAD SAQLAIN son 25 years student
unmarried

3... KAMRAN MEHRAJ son 23 years student unmarried

4...ZAINAB MEHRAJ daughter 17 years student unmarried

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Legal heir certificate
in favour of Self

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of RAJABEGUM W/O LATE AB GANI BHAT
R/O DANDMOH for the issuance of LEGAL HEIR certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that GH NABI BHAT
F/O AB GANI BHAT has passed away on 03/2/1995 .The report
of the patwari further depicts that the deceased has left behind
following dependent as tabulated below

1... RAJABEGUM 55 years sister House wife

2....RAFIQA BEGUM 60 vyears //

3... SALEEMA 48 vyears // H/WIFE

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Legal heir certificate
in favour of Self

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri
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PM Modi wraps up 'successful’ visits to Japan,
China. Departs from Tianjin for home

m United News of India

TIANJIN/NEW DELHI, SEP
1: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wrapped up a “produc-
tive” two-nationvisit to Japan
and China where he attended
15th Annual India-Japan Sum-
mitonAugust 30and the 25th
SCO Summit in the Chinese
port city of Tianjin today.

In China Prime Minister
Modi also held bilateral meet-
ings with the Presidents of
Russia and China on the side-
lines of the SCO Summit.

In a post on X Prime Min-
ister Modi said he had empha-
sised India’s stand on key
global issues during the SCO
Summit. He thanked President
XiJinping of China for the suc-
cessful holding of the summit.

“Concluding a productive
visitto China, whereI attend-
ed the SCO Summitand inter-
acted withvarious world lead-
ers. Also emphasised India’s
stand on key global issues.
Thankful to President Xi Jin-
ping, the Chinese government
and people for the successful
organisation of this Summit.”

The two visits and meet-
ings with President Putinand
President Xi on the margins
of the SCO Summit are sig-
nificant as these come in the
aftermath of US President

Donald Trump’s imposition of
50 percent tariffs againstIndia
and signal ashiftin Asian geo-
politics towards multilateral-
ismand against US protection-
ism.
On August 29 Prime Min-
ister Modi attended the India-
Japan Economic Forum meet-
ingand on August 30 the 15th
India-Japan Annual Summit
with Japanese Prime Minister
Shigeru Ishiba.

The External Affairs Min-
istry said thatin Japanthe two
countries signed 13 agree-
ments/Memoranda of Under-
standing (MOUSs) including
India-Japan Joint Vision for the
next decade and a Joint Dec-
laration on Security Coopera-
tion. The Joint Vision docu-
ment sets out eight areas to
guide the partnership ranging
from economic security and
ecological cooperation to
health,innovationand people-
to-people links. Japan also
pledged 68 billion US Dollar
investment in India over the
nexttenyears. Prime Minister
Modialsovisited the Japanese
port city of Sendai.

Onthesidelines of the Sum-
mit, Prime Minister Modi also
held talks with Russian Pres-
identVladimir Putintodayand
a bilateral meeting with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping yes-

terday.

Onthe45-minute meeting
with President Putin the
External Affairs Ministry said
"The leaders discussed bilat-
eral cooperation, includingin
the economic, financial, and
energy sectorsand expressed
satisfaction with the sustained
growthinbilateral tiesinthese
areas. The two leaders also
discussedregional and global
issues, including the latest
developments concerning
Ukraine. Prime Minister reit-
erated his support for the
recent initiatives that have
beentakentoaddressthe con-

flict in Ukraine and empha-
sized the need to expedite a
cessation of the conflict and
find a durable peace settle-
ment."

On his bilateral meeting
with the Chinese President
Prime Minister Modi said, “An
agreement has been reached
between our Special Repre-
sentatives regarding border
management. Kailash Mansa-
rovar Yatrahasbeen resumed.
Direct flights between the two
countries are also being
resumed. The interests of 2.8
billion people of both coun-
tries are linked to our coop-

eration. This will also pave the
way for the welfare of the
entire humanity. We are com-
mitted to taking our relations
forward on the basis of mutu-
al trust, respect and sensitiv-
ity.”

In his opening statement
at the SCO Summit, Prime
Minister Modisoughta united
stand by SCO member coun-
tries against terrorism and
radicalization and indirectly
targeting the West, decried
the “double standards” against
the scourge.

“Terrorism is not only a
threat to the security of indi-

vidual nations, but a shared
challenge to all of humanity.
No country, no society, no
citizen can consider them-
selves completely safe from
it... We must state it clearly
andinone voice: double stan-
dards on terrorism are unac-
ceptable. Together, we must
oppose terrorism in every
form and manifestation. This
is our responsibility towards
humanity,” Prime Minister
Modi said in his statement.

Raising the gruesome inci-
dent of Pahalgam terrorist
attack, Prime Minister Modi
described the attack not only
an assault on the conscience
of India, butalsoanopen chal-
lenge to every nation, and
everyindividualwhobelieves
inhumanity. Without naming
Pakistan the Prime Minister
said thatinsuch circumstanc-
es,itisnatural toask: “Canthe
open support for terrorism by
certain countries ever be
acceptable to us?”

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif was also
attending the Summit.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping, in a statement, said SCO
member states have signed
the Treaty on Long-Term
Good-Neighbourliness,
Friendship and Cooperation,
conducted effective security

cooperation and maintained
overall stability in the region.

“We should continue to
uphold the principles of non-
alliance, non-confrontation
and not targeting any third
party. We should combine our
efforts in addressing various
threats and challenges, give
full play to the newly estab-
lished SCO Universal Center
for Countering Security Chal-
lenges and Threats and the
SCO Anti-drug Center, and
build acommunity of common
security in the region. We
should remain a force for sta-
bility in this volatile world,”
he said.

He said SCO member states
should continue to dismantle
walls, not erect them, seek
integration, not decoupling,
advance high-quality Beltand
Road cooperation and push
forauniversally beneficialand
inclusive economic globaliza-
tion.

He announced that China
will establish three major plat-
forms for China-SCO coopera-
tioninenergy, greenindustry
and the digital economy and
will set up three major coop-
eration centers for scientific
and technological innovation,
higher education, and voca-
tional and technical education.
UNI

India now home to 21 of
the world’s 121 bio-firms:
Dr Jitendra Singh

m United News of India

NEW DELHI, SEP 1: India has taken a significant leap
in the global biotechnology arena, now hosting 21 out of
121 bio-companies worldwide, union Minister of State
for Science and Technology, Dr. Jitendra Singh said.

Launching the High-Performance Biomanufacturing
Platforms under the new BioE3 (Biotechnology for Econ-
omy, Environment and Employment) Policy here at an
event, he described the initiative as a critical milestone
inpositioning India as a global hub for biotechnology-led

growth.

“India now accounts for 21 out of the 121 Bio-Compa-
nies globally. This is not a small achievement for a coun-
try that once followed others; today, we are among the
first movers in institutionalising biomanufacturing

EAM speaks with Afghan Taliban FM Muttaqi, says India is

delivering humanitarian aid following quake

United News of India

NEW DELHI, SEP 1: External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
today spoke with the Afghan
Taliban Foreign Minister Maw-
lawi Amir Khan Muttaqi and
conveyed thatIndia has delivered
1,000 family tentsand 15 tonnes
offood material,inthe aftermath
of a massive quake that hit
Afghanistan.

The phone callbetween EAM
and the Afghan Taliban Foreign
Ministeris the highestlevel con-
tact between the two sides, and
comes after Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri met with the
AfghanTaliban Foreign Minister

ment, which took over Kabul in

August2021,itis continuing with

its developmental and humani-
tarian aid for the Afghan people.
India has a “technical” team in
place at the Indian Embassy in
Kabul.

In a post on X, the EAM said:
“Spoke with Afghan Foreign Min-
ister Mawlawi Amir Khan Mut-
taqi today. Expressed our con-
dolences attheloss of livesin the
earthquake.

“Conveyed that India has
delivered 1000 family tents today
inKabul. 15 tonnes of food mate-
rial is also being immediately
moved by Indian Mission from
Kabul to Kunar. Further relief
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that struck Kunar, Nangarhar,
and Laghman provinces shortly
before midnight on Sunday, at
least 812 people have sofarbeen
confirmed dead and almost
3,000 injured.

The Indian embassy in Kabul
delivered the 1,000 tents to the
Ministry of Refugees and Repa-
triation to assist those affected
by the earthquake.

Former Afghan President
Hamid Karzai has expressed
deep sorrow over the loss of life
and property caused by Sunday
night’s 6.0-magnitude earth-
quake in Afghanistan’s eastern
provinces.

The worst hit province was

Ve

policy,” he remarked, according to a statement here.

“BioEnablers are the foundation of India’s next wave
of biotechnology-led growth. By providing world-class
platforms, tools,and infrastructure, BioEnablers empow-
er our scientists, StartUps, and industry to move faster
from ideas to innovations, and from laboratories to
markets,” Dr. Singh added.

The newly launched initiative includes 21 advanced
bio-enabler facilities across the country, offering shared
infrastructure to startups, SMEs, industries, and aca-
demicinstitutions. These facilities span domains such as
microbial biomanufacturing, smart proteins, sustainable
agriculture, functional foods, carbon capture, marine
biotechnology, and next-generation cell and gene thera-
pies, said the statement.

DBT Secretary Dr.Rajesh S. Gokhale hailed the launch
as a “pioneering step” expected to accelerate India’s
leadership in the global bioeconomy and foster sustain-
able solutions across sectors.

Industry leaders and researchers at the event under-
lined the vital role of government-supported infrastruc-
ture in advancing frontier technologies like CAR-T cell
therapy, mRNA platforms, marine biofoundries, syn-
thetic biology, and probiotics. However, they also point-
ed out challenges, including the lack of indigenous
large-scale production of vectors and plasmids, regula-
tory bottlenecks for probiotics,and the need to integrate
marine and blue economy opportunities more effec-
tively, as per the statement. UNI
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MuttaqiinDubaiinJanuary this
year.

While India has not officially
recognised the Taliban govern-

material will be sent from India

starting tomorrow.
“Wishearlyrecovery of those

injured. India stands by Afghan-

istan at this difficult time.”
Muttagqi expressed his grati-

tude for India’s solidarity with

the Afghan people during this

tragedy and assured that the aid
willbe delivered to thosein need
in a timely manner.

Asaresult of the earthquake

Kunar, but other provinces that
were alsobadly affected includ-
ed Nangarhar, Laghman,
Nuristan, and Panjshir. UNI

Xi Jinping urges SCO to resist bloc confrontation,
announces USD 281 million grant

m United News of India

TIANJIN/NEW DELHI, SEP1: Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping today called
on Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO) member states to resist
bloc confrontation and bullying
while safeguarding a world order
centered on the United Nations. He
was speaking at the 25th Meeting
of the SCO Council of Heads of State
in Tianjin.

"We must uphold justice and
impartiality, promote the correct
view of the history of World WarfI,
resist the Cold War mentality, bloc
confrontation and bullying, and
defend the system of international
relations with the central role of the
United Nations," Xi Jinping said.

Xi also called for safeguarding
the UN-centered international sys-
tem, and supporting the multilat-
eral trading system with the WTO
atits core.

Xiannounced a grant of 2 billion
yuan (about USD 281 million) for
SCO member states this year, along
with an additional 10 billion yuan
in loans over the next three years
through the SCO Interbank Consor-
tium. He noted that China’s cumula-
tive investment in other SCO mem-
ber states has already exceeded USD
84 billion, while annual bilateral
trade has surpassed USD 500 billion.

The Chinese President also
urged the SCO to “strive for real

.

results and high efficiency,” calling
for the early operationalisation of
the SCO Universal Center for Coun-
tering Security Threats and Chal-
lenges and the SCO Anti-Drug
Center,as well as the establishment
of an SCO Development Bank to
strengthen security and econom-
ic cooperation.

Xi asked the member countries
toupholdfairness and justice while
addressing the 25th Meeting of the
Council of Heads of State of the SCO
session.

The largest SCO summit in the
history of the association is being
held in the Chinese city of Tianjin
from August 31 to September 1, with

more than 20 foreign leaders and
representatives of international
organizations taking part.

The Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization is an international organi-
zation founded in 2001. It includes
India, Iran, Kazakhstan, China, Kyr-
gyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Pakistan
and Uzbekistan. Belarus officially
joined the organization at the Asta-
na summit on July 4, 2024. Observ-
er countries are Afghanistan and
Mongolia, dialogue partner states
are Azerbaijan, Armenia, Bahrain,
Egypt, Cambodia, Qatar, Kuwait,
Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, United
Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Tir-
kiye, Sri Lanka. UNI

CM assures that Delhi
is prepared fo tackle
flood situation

m United News of India

NEW DELHI, SEP 1: Amid rising concerns over
likely increase in the Yamuna'’s water level, Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta today said that the Delhi
government and all its flood-related departments
are fully prepared and maintaining high alert.

The CM has appealed to the people residing in
the Yamunariverbed to exercise caution, and strict-
ly follow the instructions issued by the administra-
tion. Gupta informed that, given the high volume
of water released from the Hathni kund Barrage on
Monday morning, which is over 3 lakh cusecs, it is
estimated thatthe water level may rise to 207 metres
or, even slightly higher. She informed that the con-
cerned departments have been working tirelessly
for the past six months and have conducted desilt-
ing of the drains and in the river as well, which has
helped in the waters flowing ahead after entering
the river's span in the city. Presently, the situation
remains under control and there is no reason for
panic,CM assured the people, adding that any flood-
related issue will be dealt with immediately.

Delhi government's top priority is to ensure the
safety of the residents of the national capital, and to
minimise any type of inconvenience to the people of
the city. According to CM, the situation is being mon-
itored round-the-clock, and that this year extensive
aswellasadvance measures have already beenimple-
mented for flood control and management.

The CM also shared that the large-scale desilting
of the Yamuna river, and its drains carried out over
the pastsix months, has significantly strengthened
flood defences. UNI
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Ashwin in talks with
ILT20, may register
for auction

m Vijay Tagore

NEW DELHI: R Ashwin, fresh
from retirement from all forms of
the game, including the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL), has evinced inter-
estinInternational League T20(ILT20)
andinalllikelihood will register for
the auction. If all goes fine, he will
featurein the nextseason ofthe UAE
league, which willrun from Decem-
ber2toJanuary4nextyear.Cricbuzz
understands thatthe ILT20 organis-
ers are in discussions with the ace
spinner, and his name may appear
on the auction list once the enrol-
ment formalities are completed. The
registration process is currently
underway, with September 10 as
the last date for enrolment in the
auction.

"Yes, I am in talks with the or-
ganisers. Hopefully, I will have a
buyer if  register for the auction”
Ashwin told Cricbuzz, confirming
his interest. The league used to
follow a draft system for recruiting
players, but the organisers have

introduced the auction system this
year. The auction is scheduled to
take place onSeptember30in Dubai.

Should Ashwinbe picked in the
auction, he would become the big-
gest name from Indian cricket to
feature in the UAE league, now in
its fourth season. Robin Uthappa
and YusufPathan have previously
been picked but yet to debut, while
Ambati Rayudu is the only other
Indian to have featured in the com-
petitionwhen he played eight games
for MI Emirates.

Itis likely that Ashwin has had
some assurances from teams before
he decided on participatingin the
league. A veteran of 282 interna-
tional games across formats, Ash-
win is one of the biggest match-
winners and has beenaregularin
the IPL since season 2 in 2009.

The 38-year-old all-rounder
represented five different fran-
chises in the IPL - Chennai Super
Kings, Rising Pune Supergiants,
Delhi Capitals, Punjab Kings and
Rajasthan Royals - in 221 games.

Besides, he played for his Tamil
Nadu state team and his TNPLsides
in T20 cricket. He also featured in
65 Twenty20 Internationals.

As previously reported by this
website, Ashwin is eyeing a player-
cum-coach role in international
leagues, and it is almost certain
that he will feature in Major League
Cricket (MLC) in the US and The
Hundred in England next year.

Topinternationalslike AlexHales,
Andre Russell, Jason Holder, Liam
Livingstone, Phil Salt, Sherfane Ruth-
erford and Sunil Narine, Lockie
Ferguson, Sam Curran, Shimron
Hetmyer, Wanindu Hasaranga, Du-
shmantha Chameera, Mustafizur
Rahman, Rovman Powell, ShaiHope,
Azmatullah Omarzai, Moeen Ali,
Rahmanullah Gurbaz, Chris Woakes,
Fazalhaq Farooqi, Kusal Perera, Ro-
mario Shepherd, Adil Rashid, Kusal
Mendis, Tim Southee, Maheesh
Theekshana, SikandarRazaand Tim
David have already been recruited
by different sides.
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Parag focuses on game-time and 'fun' on return to competitive grind

m  Ashish Pant

BENGALURU: East Zone captain
Riyan Parag's focus at the season-
opening 2025-26 Duleep Trophy was
on easing himself back into the grind
of competitive cricketand getting some
game-time after he had spent most of
last season managing a shoulder in-
jury.

Parag last turned out for Indiain a
T20I against Bangladesh in October
2024. He had to undergo surgery for
his shoulder injury, after which he
played in the Ranji Trophy 2024-25
for AssaminJanuary. Before the Duleep
Trophy, Parag had last played competi-
tive cricket in IPL 2025 for Rajasthan
Royals (RR). He was their second-high-
est run-scorer during the season, but
was "managing a lot of stress" due to
the shoulder injury.

"It was good," Parag said after the
final day of the Duleep Trophy game
against NorthZone. "I mean, that was
the main goal when I came here to
play the game. Performances, I didn't
really focus on that much. I just want-
ed tohave some fun. "I haven't played
competitive cricketinalongtime.Since

theIPL, I haven't really played. [In the]
IPLalso,I was managing alot of stress
and stufflike that. Butit was nice, was
agoodouting. Notinagood way with
the amount of overs we fielded. But
thenstill, rolled my arm for a few overs,
batted for a while. Could have con-
verted it for a bigger score, but then
I'm happy. The shoulder feels much
better now."

Leading the side in the absence of
Abhimanyu Easwaran, whowasruled

out due to fever on the opening day,
Parag was dismissed for 39in the only
innings East Zone batted. He didn't
bowl in the first innings, but bowled
22 overs in the second as North Zone
made 658 for 4, building on their first-
innings lead of 175.

While the game ended in a draw,
North Zone qualified for the semi-
finals on the basis of their first-innings
lead.

"They played better cricket, I got

to give credit to that," Parag said on
North Zone's performance. "I feel we
could have done better in the first in-
nings while bowling but then we should
have got at least close to like 350 and
thentry torestrictit. "But once we did
notdothat, they had the lead of around
200runs.Then, just the batters batted
really well and just took the game away
from us and the last day was just for-
mality, [ think, for them to get their
milestones." East Zone were without
Mukesh Kumar on day three and four
after the fastbowler picked up a thigh
strain on the opening day. Mohammed
Shami also did not take the field on
the final day after he cut his toe, which
meant East Zone had to rely on their
part-time options.

"That was one of the tough things
to manage,” Parag said. "Shami bhai-
yadidn'tbowl today, Mukesh gotinjured
in the first innings, I'm coming back
from an injury so I had to bowl 20
overs. Utkarsh [Singh], our non-bowl-
er, he had to bowl around 30 overs so
that did play a part for us in fielding a
lot of overs but then nothing we can
do about it. We just take it as a loss."
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