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A SIGH OF RELIEF: Receding Waters End Uneasy Calm in J&K

Weather improves, water levels recede at most places; MeT forecasts intermittent rains till Sept 6
m HT News Network i .
Will review, understand
what changed post
2014-floods: CM Omar

m HT News Network

SRINAGAR/JAMMU, AUG 28: After
an uneasy calm over the flood threat
for the last two days across Jammu &
Kashmir, the situation has eased in
bothregionsonThursday,as the water
levels in almost all rivers and streams
havereceded toalarge extent, settling
below the alert mark at most places.

PeopleinJammuaswell asin Kash-
mir, especially those living close to
waterbodies, had sleepless nights over
the last two days, fearing a 2014-like
situation when the whole valley flood-
ed, causing extensive losses across J&K.

According todetails obtained by the
news agency—Kashmir News Observ-
er (KNO), after receiving the highest-
ever 380 mm of rainfall in 24 hours -
until yesterday morning, Jammu has ; easmel
shownimprovementin weather condi- i . | e R o >

tions, with only 5.6 mm of rainfall . ] ) ) L.
® Turn on Page 2 Vehicles wade through a severely waterlogged road following heavy rainfall, in Srinagar

SRINAGAR, AUG 28: Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
on Thursday said he would personally review the
measures taken post-2014 floods in Kashmir.

Talking to the reporters here the Chief Minister, as
per the news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO),
said that the situation was quite grim after two days
ofrainfallin Jammu and Kashmir. "In case there would
have been more rain for two more days, we could have

Next 15 days crucial, mobile connectivity
to be restored fully soon: Div Com

Water level in Jhelum recedes,
no flood threat: I&FC Chief Engineer

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, AUG 28: The water
levelinRiver Jhelum has started reced-
ing, bringing much-needed relief to
Kashmir after days of incessant rain-
fall, the Irrigation and Flood Control
(I&FC) Department said on Thursday.

Chief Engineer, I&QFC Kashmir, Er

Showkat Hussain, told the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer (KNO)
that the water level has dropped by
more than seven feet at Sangam and
by over 1.5 feet at Ram Munshi Bagh.

“Ourembankments are strong, the
manpower is fully alert, and all 14

established flood zonal committees
@ Tum on Page 2

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, AUG 28: Divisional
Commissioner, Kashmir, Anshul Garg
onThursdayreassured residents that
the flood-like situation is under con-
trol, but cautioned thatthe next 10-15
days remain crucial as the monsoon
season continues in the Valley. He
appealed to the people to strictly fol-

low weather advisories and maintain
cooperation with the administration.

Addressing the media at his office
chamber, Div Com Anshul Garg said
theJhelumandits tributaries are being
closely monitored, with teams on high
alert round the clock. “I would like to
congratulate the people for handling

the situation with calmness and
@ Turn on Page 2

faced a difficult situation in both Jammu as well as in
Kashmir. Back in 2014, the flood situation emerged
after six days of rainfall but today, only two days of
rain led to the flood-like situation,”" he said.

He added that with the grace of the Almighty, the
situation hasimproved and water hasreceded and the
flood threat at present is over. "But, we need to

@ Turn on Page 2

PDD restores over 75%
electricity in Jammmu

Will come up with
permanent solution
for flood crisis in
valley: Govt

m  HT News Network

® School in Kashmirto @ Plan prepared

reopen today post-2014 floods not
Jammu division schoolsto | followed: CM’s Advisor

remain closed till Aug-30 m  HT News Network

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, AUG 28: The Power
Development Department (PDD) Thursday
said that it has restored over 75 percent
electricity in the affected areas of Jammu
following the floods and landslides triggered

SRINAGAR, AUG 28: Advisor to Chief Minister,
Nasir Aslam Wani on Thursday said that the flood
mitigation plan prepared post 2014-floods in

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, AUG 28: Schools in Kashmirdivision SRINAGAR, AUG 28: The government on

closure of two days.

are all set to re-open tomorrow following the

A top official informed the news agency—

Kashmir News Observer (KNO), “We have
@ Tum on Page 2

Jammu and Kashmir has not been followed.
Talking to the media persons, Advisor to CM,
as per the news agency—Kashmir News Observer

(KNO),said thataflood mitigation plan was prepared
@ Tumnon Page 2

Thursday said the situation is under control
in Jammu & Kashmir and that it will come
up with a permanent solution to end the

flood crisis in Kashmir.
@ Turn on Page 2

by record-breaking heavy rainsin the region.
The department however said that there
was no damage reported from the Kashmir

division. Principal Secretary PDD, H Rajesh
@ Turn on Page 2

Pahalgam Attack

Infiltration bid

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG 28: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today chaired a high-level meeting
at Hazratbal Shrine to review the arrange-
ments being put in place for the forthcoming
Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi (SAW)being celebrated
during Rabi al- Awwal, the third month of
Islamic lunar calendar.

Describing the occasion as one of the most
important events in the Muslim religious

CM Omar Abdullah
Reviews Preparations For Eid-

e-Milad-un-Nabi (SAW)

CM Calls For Hassle-Free Facilities For Devotees

calendar, the Chief Minister stressed the need
to make every possible effort to ensure the
celebrations are conducted smoothly and
devotees face no inconvenience.

Reviewing the arrangements, the Chief
Minister highlighted trafficmanagementand
facilitation of devotees as the foremost pri-
orities.

He underlined the need for proper parking

arrangements, adherence to designated
@ Turn on Page 2

m  HT News Network

NEWDELHI, AUG 28: Terrorists chose
the picturesque Baisaran meadow as
the target for the dastardly attack in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Pahalgam due to
its high tourists presence and relative
isolation, the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) said on Thursday.

“Three terrorists” were directly
involved in the brutal terror attack in
which 26 people were killed in cold blood
on April 22, NIA officials said.

The target was also chosen consider-

Terrorists targeted Baisaran due to
high tourist footfall: NIA

rity agencies, said a spokesman for the
NIA, which is probing the case.

The terrorists chose Baisaran as the
targetduetoits “high tourist presence”,
“relativeisolation” and after considering
that the “response (from the security
agencies) would take time”, he said.

Inthetargeted attack, terroristskilled
male tourists milling around eateries,
taking ponyrides or just picnicking with
their families, including young children
and parents,in the meadow near Pahal-
gam touted as ‘Mini Switzerland’ for its
serene beauty.

foiled in Gurez, 2
terrorists killed

m  HT News Network

GUREZ,AUG 28: Army on Thursday said that
itfoiled aninfiltration bid by killing two terror-
istsalongLine of Control (LoC)in North Kashmir’s
Gurez sector in Bandipora District.

The Army's Chinar Corpsina post on X, said
that based on intelligence provided by JKP
regarding likely infiltration attempt, a joint
operation was launched by Indian Army and @
JmuKmrPolice in Gurez Sector. “Alert troops
spotted suspicious activity and challenged,
which resulted in terrorists opening

ing the “response time” from the secu-

@ Turn on Page 2
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m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, AUG 28: Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo, chaired a high-level meeting today
toreview the availability and distribution
of petroleum products in the remote and
far-flung areas of Jammu & Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by Commis-
sioner Secretary of Food, Civil Supplies,and
Consumer Affairs, Saurabh Bhagat, Depu-
ty Commissioners of Ramban, Udhampur,
Rajouri, Poonch, Kishtwar, Controller of
Legal Metrology, Director FCS&CA Kashmir/
Jammu, Director Finance FCS&CA, Special

® 00 ©

Secretary FCS&CA, SSP Traffic, State Level
Coordinator for Oil companies, representa-
tives from Hindustan Petroleum, Indian
Oil Corporation and Bharat Petroleum.
The meeting focused on addressing the
challenges posed by geographical barriers,
difficult terrain, and logistical difficulties
in ensuring the timely and uninterrupted
supply of petroleum products to remote
regions of Jammu and Kashmir.
Duringthis meeting, the ChiefSecretary
emphasized on the need to streamline the
fuel supply chain toensure timely delivery
toremote areas. He stressed on the impor-

CS Reviews Fuel Supply in J&K’s Remote Areas

tance of inter-departmental coordination
to create a more efficient delivery system
capable of meeting the demands of far-flung
areas.

While reviewing logistics and infra-
structure improvements, the Chief Secre-
tary stressed on strengthening fuel distri-
bution networks, including the possibility
of establishing additional supply points in
regions with high demand for petroleum
products. He also called upon the officers
toexplore alternative solutions for remote

areas like introducing mobile fuel
@ Tumn on Page 2
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CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

Uneasy Calm.....

recorded till this morning,and no precipita-
tion recorded until the evening today.

Other stations, including Srinagar, the sum-
mer capital of Jammu and Kashmir, also record-
ed no precipitation since this morning, allow-
ing water levels to recede and thereby
eliminating the threat of floods across the
region.

Anindependent weather forecaster, Faizan
Airf Keng, told KNO that the water level has
receded significantly, settling below the alert
level. He said that the water level in Jammu is
nearnormal,adding thatin Kashmir, it remains
above normal.

The water level in the Jhelum at Pampore is
still above the flood declaration mark. It was
recorded at 1587.674 m, while the flood decla-
ration mark is 1587.184 m.

Similarly, at Ram Munshi Bagh, the water
was flowing at 18.21 ft, which is 0.21 ft above
the flood declaration mark. However, the water
level has been constantly receding at both
locations.

Moreover, at other stations, including San-
gam and Asham, water levels are well below
the flood declaration mark, eliminating the
flood threat across the valley.

Earlier in the day, the Divisional Commis-
sioner, Kashmir, Anshul Garg, said the admin-
istration is on full alert, with all departments
working together to ensure the safety of people
amid monsoon rains.

He said the public has shown remarkable
patience over the last few days. “Teams from
the Army, Police, SDRF, and civil administration
are deployed on the ground. The Flood Control
Department is keeping a strict watch on the
Jhelum and its tributaries,” Garg said.

Notably, while the flood threatis nearly over
inKashmir, the weather forecast predictsinter-
mittent rains till September 6.

Director of the Meteorological Department,
Dr Mukhtar Ahmad, said that a brief spell of
rain and thunder is expected at a few places,
mainly late afternoon and late night tomorrow.

"From August 30 to September 1, a spell of
light to moderate rain, scattered to fairly wide-
spread, with the possibility of moderate to
heavy rain and thunderstorms, is expected in
afewdistrictsof Jammudivision," he said."From
September 2 to 6, a brief spell of rain and thun-
derstorms is forecast at a few places.”

The MeT hasissued an advisory, warning of
the possibility of moderate to heavy rain and
thunderstorms at a few places in the Jammu
division from the early morning of August 30
to late night of September 1, and again early
morning on September 2.

It also warns of potential landslides, mud-
slides, shooting stones, etc., at vulnerable loca-
tions, advising people to stay away from water
bodies, nallas, river embankments, and loose
structures—(KNO)

Will review.....

understand what changed after the 2014
floods. I will sit back with the officers after
some days and review the measures taken after
the deluge a decade ago. We will send what
happened to the carrying capacity of flood
channels and river Jhelum besides other mea-
sures meantto prevent the flood situation here,”
he said.

"We need torectify the errors as we cannot
afford to live under a constant threat every
year,” the Chief Minister added.

Pertinently, the intermittent heavy rainfall
and cloudbursts led to the flood like situation
across Jammu and Kashmir as the water level
inall the major rivers and streams crossed the
alarm and danger mark—(KNO)

Water level.....

are closely monitoring the situation. There
is no need for panic as of now,” he said, adding
that the department is maintaining a strict
watch.

It is worth mentioning that Er Hussain was
appointed as in-charge Chief Engineer I&FC
Kashmir on Wednesday, filling a key post that
had been vacant since March this year follow-
ing the retirement of Braham Jyoti Sharma.

The appointment came as part of a broader
administrative reshuffle in which the govern-
mentelevated eightin-charge Superintending
Engineers as temporary ChiefEngineers across
various wings of the Jal Shakti Department.

The move,announced by Jal Shakti Minister
Javed Ahmed Rana, aims to strengthen leader-
ship, ensure uninterrupted publicservices,and
maintain the timely execution of flood and
irrigation works ahead of the winter season.

With the Jhelum receding and monitoring
teamsonthe ground, officials said the situation
is under control and there is no immediate
threat of flooding in the valley—(KNO)

Next 15 days.....

courage. While ourdepartments, DCs, Army,
Police, SDRF,and NDRF monitored every detail,
itis the people’s resilience and awareness that
prevented panic,” he said, according to the news
agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO).

The Div Com shared that the next 40 days
of monsoon, till mid-September, are sensitive,
and vigilance is key. “The water level in the
Jhelum at Sangam and Ram Munshi Bagh has
receded, butthisisatemporaryrelief. The next
10-15 days are crucial and residents must fol-
low advisories strictly,” he added.

Garg revealed that over 150 vulnerable
embankment points across Kashmir were
monitored continuously and no breach was

® 00 ©

reported in the last 48 hours. He praised the
Irrigation & Flood Control Department for
strengthening embankments and tackling the
high-water levels that touched a 10-year high
at Sangam and Ram Munshi Bagh earlier this
week.

Onillegal riverbed mining and embankment
safety, he responded to a query and said illegal
sand miningis athreat toembankment protec-
tion. “We have acted against such practicesand
ensured the safety of bunds. The resilience of
ourembankments during this high-water phase
reflects the preparedness of the department,”
he said.

The Div Com also said the Meteorological
Department continues to provide updated
forecasts, and the administration has circu-
lated emergency numbers for citizens. “This is
not the time for complacency. All internal
departments will function 24x7, and sugges-
tions fromresidents are welcome as we prepare
a long-term flood management strategy,” he
added.

The Div Com Garg also addressed concerns
about mobile connectivity disruptions caused
by extensive damage in Jammu. “I personally
spoke to in-charge teams of BSNL and Airtel.
They are working round the clock, and full
mobile connectivity is expected to be restored
in the next few hours. Both the Chief Minister
and the Lieutenant Governor are updated about
the situation,” he said.

Pertinently, Airtel, BSNL, and Jio networks
had suffered multiple snags this week. Airtel
services were restored on Wednesday after
fiber cuts, but BSNL and Airtel again faced
technical issues, leaving residents struggling
with connectivity, while Jio services among
them were very less affected.

The Divisional Commissioner Garg said the
coordinated efforts of government agencies,
the Army’s 15 Corps, and disaster response
forces, backed by public cooperation, have kept
the situation under control. “The water level is
receding; there was no need to panic. With
continued caution and cooperation, we will
overcome this challenge,” he said—(KNO)

Schoolin.....

decided toreopenall schools in the Kashmir
division on Friday.”

In the meantime, the director of school
education of Jammu has ordered that all
Government and private schools across the
division shall remain closed up to 30th August
2025.

DSEJ has said thatin view of the continuous
and heavy rainfall being experienced across
various parts of Jammu Division, the region
has witnessed multiple weather-induced
disruptions which have significantly impacted
day-to-day life and the safe functioning of
educational institutions.

Thedirectorate furthersaid thatitreceived
reports fromvarious districts that highlighted
severe waterlogging and accumulation of mud
in school premises, making them unfit for
physical classes.

It also said that there is flooding in low-
lying areas, restricting access to schools.
“Heightened risk of landslides, mudslides and
shooting stones in hilly and mountainous
regions, posing serious threats to the safety
of students and staff.”

DSEK further said that it received reports
of damage to road infrastructure, including
blocked and eroded roads which has made
travel unsafe.

“Additionally, numerous representations
and requests are being received from civil
society members, parents, and stakeholders
across different districts, urging the
administration to continue the closure of
schools in the interest of student safety and
security,” DSEJ said.

In light of the above circumstances, and
keeping the safety and well-being of students,
teachers and school staffas the highest priority
DSE] ordered that all government and private
schools across Jammu division shall remain
closed up to August-30-2025.

“Heads of Institutions (Hols) are advised
to assess the feasibility of conducting online
classes, especially for students of Classes 9 to
12, wherever suitable infrastructure and
internet connectivity are available,” it reads.

Italsosaid thatall Chief Education Officers
(CEOs)and Hols shall ensure strict compliance
with the Standard Operating Procedures (Sops)
for safe reopening of schools before resuming
physical classes.

DSE] requested parents and students to
stay informed through official school
communication channels for updates regarding
the resumption of academic activities.

“AllSchool Authorities must ensure thorough
cleaning, sanitation, and safety inspections
of school buildings and premises prior to
reopening,” reads the order.

The directorate further said that CEOs and
HOIs shall consult the local administration
before opening the schools. “The situation is
being continuously monitored. Any further
directionswill beissued as perevolving weather
and ground conditions. This order shall come
into effectimmediately and shall remain valid
till 30th August 2025.”—(KNO)

Plan prepared.....

afterthe 2014 floods, but it was not followed.

He said that the Chief Minister is himself
assessing the mitigation measures and that
arenewed plan will be prepared to tackle the
flood crisis here.

"Severalissues related to the encroachment
along the flood channel and other related
places will also be looked into," he said while
replying to a query.

Furthermore, the Advisor said that the
opposition must play a role of constructive
opposition. He said that the opposition has
been contacted multiple times, but they didn't
join hands as they are happy to play only
cheap politics.

Also, he said that the Chief Minister has
already raised the issue of J&K prisoners at
right places including with Prime Minister
Narendra Modiand Home Minister Amit Shah.
"The opposition should have joined hands to
make the voice of the Chief Minister stronger,”
the Advisor to CM said—(KNO)

Will come.....

Talking to the reporters here, Javed Ahmad
Rana, Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology
and EnvironmentandTribal Affairs Departments,
said the people of Kashmir will get good news
soon. “We will come up with a permanent
solution for resolving the flood crisis in Kashmir,”
Rana said, as per the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO).

"The situationis under control," Ranasaid.
"Chief Minister Omar Abdullah personally
toured the Jammudivision to assess the situation
and passed several instructions for reliefand
other measures."

He said thatin Kashmir, the Advisor to the
Chief Minister and others have been monitoring
the situation closely. “We hope for an
improvement in the weather conditions. We
received some opinions that could be looked
into. The flood issue in Kashmir will be resolved
permanently,” the minister said.

He appealed to the people to be cautious
and cooperate with the government. "We will
take measures to ensure that the people will
notface suchissuesagain. The people in Kashmir
will get good news very soon,” he said.

Replying toa query, Minister Rana blamed
the previous government for the "current
mess", saying thatin the past five years, Jhelum
too has suffered badly. “We will not go into
it,but will come up with a permanent solution,”
he said.

Jammu & Kashmir was on the brink of
floods as the water level in all the major rivers
and streams was flowing above the alert mark
following the heavy rains across the region
for the past couple of days.

While the weather conditions improved,
the water level started receding gradually,
eliminating the threat of floods across the
region.

The weatherman here has predicted more
intermittent rains for the next one week in
Jammu and Kashmir, especially in Jammu
division—(KNO)

PDD restores.....

Prasadinformed the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO) that the departmentis
working round the clock torestore the electricity
in the affected areas.

“Till 2Pm, we restored more than 75 percent
of electricity in the flood and landslide affected
areas of Jammu,” he said.

Prasad further said that till late evening,
the power will be restored to many other
areas. “We are trying our best to restore the
electricity in the remaining areas.”

The principal secretary further said that
there was no damage reported in the Kashmir
division.

He said, “In Kashmir division, as a
precautionary measure, we disconnected
electricity in some areas. As of now, I think
the electricity has been restored in all areas
of the region.”

Pertinently, heavy rains and landslides
had damaged more than 1,000 feeders in
Jammuregion. Besides, hundreds of electricity
poles were reportedly damaged in the region.

CM Omar.....

traffic routes, provision of shuttle services,
and strict regulation of fare charges to prevent
overcharging of devotees. “People must not
face any inconvenience in reaching the holy
Hazratbal shrine. Transport should be managed
in a manner that ensures safety, comfort, and
itshould be available easily and frequently,” he
stated.

On security arrangements, Omar Abdullah
called for visible police presence, both male
and female, to instill a sense of safety and pre-
vent incidents of theft or disorder. He directed
that sufficient deployment oflady police should
be ensured in sensitive zones.

The Chief Minister instructed the Power
Development Department to provide uninter-
rupted electricity during the Eid Milad celebra-
tions. He said alternate arrangements such as
generators with adequate fuel should be kept
ready to deal with emergencies.

On sanitation, the CM stressed the use of
newly procured mobile toilet units, regular
deployment of sanitation workers, and proper
waste management in and around shrine. He
also directed to maintain availability of dewa-
tering pumps,ambulances, fire tenders, health
clinics, and standby hospitals to meet any
contingency.

The Chief Minister further underscored the
need to regulate the activities of NGOs and
voluntary groups providing food, water, and
other services. He directed that such camps
should be set up in designated areas to avoid
congestion and obstruction in movement.

Omar Abdullahalsoinstructed all offi-
cers to ensure similar arrangements at
othermajor shrines across Srinagar, includ-
ing Aasar-i-ShariefHazratbal, Jenab Sahib
Soura, Aasar-i-Sharief Kalashpora, and
other prominent religious locations, so
that uniform facilities and safety measures
are available to devotees everywhere.

The Chief Minister also stressed on
making adequate availability of safe and
clean drinking water which must be
ensured throughout thereligious occasion,
along with sufficient deployment of pub-
lic transport. He also directed the Food
Safety Department to carry out regular
checks to maintain quality and hygiene of
food items being distributed and sold
during the occasion.

Earlier,Deputy Commissioner Srinagar,
SSP Srinagar and heads of departments
briefed the ChiefMinister about the prep-
arations, including arrangements for elec-
tricity, health services, medicines, para-
medics, mobile sanitation units, and
parking facilities.

The meeting was attended by Advisor
to the CM, Nasir Aslam Wani, MLA Haz-
ratbal Salman Ali Sagar, Additional Chief
Secretary to the CM Dheeraj Gupta, Direc-
torFood, Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs,
Commissioner SMC, Director Health Ser-
vices Kashmir, Superintending Engineer
R&B, Assistant Commissioner Revenue,
SDM East, CMO Srinagar, Tehsildar Khan-
yar/North, Assistant Commissioner Food
Safety, senior officers of Traffic, PHE, PDD,
Fire & Emergency Services, officers of
otherlinedepartments, Tehsildar J&K Wakf
Board, and administrators of prominent
shrines.

Earlier in the day, the Chief Minister
visited the Hazratbal Shrine, which hous-
es the revered Holy Relic of Prophet
Muhammad (SAW), and took stock of the
arrangements being made for the forth-
coming observance of Eid-e-Milad-un-
Nabi (SAW).

During his visit to the shrine premises,
Omar Abdullahinteracted with the shrine
management, Wakf Board officials, and
officers of the district administration. He
was briefed about the measures being put
in place to facilitate the expected large
gatherings of devotees, particularly to
address the issues of sanitation, electric-
ity, water supply, health services, and fire
safety.

Terrorists targeted.....

The NIA in June arrested two men for
harbouring the three Pakistan-based ter-
rorists, who were Kkilled by the armed
forces late last month.

The arrested duo — Parvaiz Ahmad
Jothar from Batkote and Bashir Ahmad
Jothar from Pahalgam — disclosed the
identities of the three assailants as Paki-
staninationals affiliated to the proscribed
outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).

The two men provided food, shelter
andlogistical support to the terrorists, NIA
officials had said.

ThethreeLeT terrorists, whowere killed
intheJuly 28 encounter code-named Oper-
ation Mahadev on the outskirts of Srinagar,
had been hiding in the Dachigam-Harwan
forest belt since the attack, they said.

Inresponse tothe Pahalgam attack, the
Indian armed forces on May 7 carried out

precision strikes at terrorist hideouts in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) under Operation Sindoor.

The operation targeted nine sites,
including the headquarters and training
centres of LeT and Jaish-e-Mohammed,
from where terror attacks against India
were planned and directed. (Agencies)

Infiltration bid.....

indiscriminate fire. Troops responded
with effective fire, neutralising two ter-
rorists,” it said, adding that the operation
isin progress.

Meanwhile, officials said that security
forces along the LoC are alert, ensuring
robust border security in the face of any
threats.

This heightened vigilance spans key
frontierareas,including Gurez, Uri,Karnah
and Tangdhar sectors in North Kashmir.

The officials said that troops have inten-
sified surveillance and patrolling along
the LoC, maintaining strict domination
over the sensitive border region. “Our
forces are fully alert and prepared to
respond swiftly to any infiltration
attempts,” the officials added. (KNO)

CS Reviews.....

supply units, toaddress the challenges
ofreachingareas thataredifficult toaccess
due to harsh weather or geographical
limitations.

The Chief Secretary also asked the
officers tolaunch a publicawareness cam-
paigntoensureresidentsare well-informed
about fuel availability, distribution sched-
ules and emergency requirements. He
further directed the officers to engage
with oil marketing companies to explore
opportunities forenhancing storage capac-
itiesand expandinginfrastructure at stra-
tegic locations.

Taking stock of disruptions in trans-
portationdueto adverse weather, the Chief
Secretary directed the officers to allow
the vehicles carrying essential supplies on
priority basis to prevent any delays in the
supply chain. He also asked the officers to
prioritise the transportation of railway
racks carrying petroleum products com-
ing from Punjab to Jammu to ensure
timely delivery to remote areas.

The Chief Secretary further called the
representatives of Oil companies to take
immediate steps for ensuring minimum
of 15days stockis maintained at oil depots
in Jammu, while 10 days stock is made
available atretail outlets across the region.
He asked them to maintain 20 days stock
at depot levels and 15 days stock at retail
outlets in Kashmir valley.

He further directed the Deputy Com-
missioner Kathua to monitor the move-
ment of stranded vehicles on a priority
basis and take necessary action to ensure
the swift movement of goods and supplies.

The Chief Secretary also passed direc-
tives to Deputy Commissioners of Ramban,
Udhampur, Rajouri, Poonch, and Kishtwar
to monitor stock availability in far-flung
areas.

During the meeting, State Level Coor-
dinator informed the meeting about the
upcoming Common Utility Facility (CUF)
atBajalta, which will have a storage capac-
ity of 1 lakh kilolitres and is expected to
be operational by December 2025.
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iv Com reviews progress
of National Highway Projects

Directs executing ogenmes to adhere strictly to timelines of projects

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUG 28: Divi-
sional Commissioner (Div Com)
Kashmir, Anshul Garg today con-
vened a meeting to review the
progress of National Highway
Projects executed by agencies
including NHAI, NHIDCL, BEA-
CON, SAMPARK, & R&B.

The meeting was attended by
Deputy Commissioners; officers
of BEACON, SAMPARK & R&B; ED
NHIDCL, representatives NHAI &
MORTH; ACR Central, and other
officers. Onthe occasion, DivCom
took stock of ongoing works,
impediments and issues of NH1
Srinagar-Baramulla-Uri, NH 701
RDRKCTC,andrehabilitationissues
ofJawahar Tunnel, NH701ANarbal
Surankote, NH501 Khanbal-Baltal,
current status of MoRTH, Zojilla
Tunnel Project, NH444 alignment
issues, mining permission issues
besides status of disbursement for
land acquisition.

He emphasized onadherence
totimelines for obtaining approv-

als from the relevant authorities
and commencement of works on
the projects. He instructed DCs
to address the issues related to
variousimpediments like reloca-
tion of utilities and security
installations falling in the align-
ment of projects.

Garg impressed on Director
Geology & Mining for identifica-
tion of Mining blocks and facilitat-
ing permissions for clay & boul-
ders for construction of projects.

During the meeting, con-
cerned officers of BRO, NHIDCL,
NHAI & PWD shared the status
of major projects executed by
their departments.

Div Com enjoined executing
agencies toactively pursue cases
regarding permissions and other
matters without wasting crucial
time.

Meanwhile, he directed for
re-appropriation of state funds
from the districts which have
received more funds under ring
road projects to other districts
especially Budgam & Baramulla.

JKSA Refutes Reports
of Kashmiri Shawl Seller
Assault in Gurugram

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG 28: The Jammu and Kashmir
Students Association (JKSA) on Thursday issued a
statement refuting widespread reports about the
alleged assault of a Kashmiri shawl seller in
Gurugram, Haryana, calling them "false and
misleading.”

The Association clarified that upon learning of
the viral claims, it immediately reached out to
local sources, police officials, and even contacted
the Haryana Chief Minister’s Office for verifica-
tion. “After thorough inquiry, it was confirmed
that no such incident occurred in Gurugram.
Instead, the reported incident took place in the
Bhat area of Ahmedabad, Gujarat,” the statement
said.

Association further noted that its ground
volunteers in Gujarat are actively coordinating
with local authorities to verify the full details of
the incident and locate the victim for possible
assistance. “At this stage, it is not even confirmed

whether the individual involved is from Kashmir,”

the statement added.

The Association expressed concern over the
circulation of unverified news, warning that such
misinformation could cause unnecessary panic
among Kashmiri students, traders, and shawl
sellers living outside Jammu and Kashmir. “We
appeal to media houses and social media users to
verify facts before sharing sensitive news.
Spreading rumours only adds to fear and confu-
sion,” it said.

The Association emphasized that it is still in
the process of confirming the identity and
background of the victim. “We urge everyone to
refrain from jumping to conclusions or believing
unverified claims until all the facts and circum-
stances are fully established,” the statement
added.

Horticulture Meet in Kulgam, Tarigami
Stresses Farmer Welfare

B Farooq Rather

KULGAM, AUG 28: Areview meet-
ing of the Horticulture Department
was held today at the Rest House,
Chawalgam, Kulgam, under the chair-
manship of Mr. M.Y. Tarigami, Hon’ble
MLA Kulgam.

At the outset, Mr. Mohammad
Ramzan War, ChiefHorticulture Offi-
cer Kulgam, presented acomprehen-
sive overview of the department’s
achievements during the previous
and currentyears under various Cen-
trally Sponsored and UT Sponsored
Schemes. He also outlined key activ-
itiesandinitiatives planned forimple-
mentation in the ongoing financial
year 2025-26.

The Hon’ble MLA expressed sat-
isfaction over the performance of the
department and appreciated the
efforts being made to promote hor-
ticulture in the district. He stressed
the need tointensify effortsaimed at

the economic upliftment of the farm-
ing community and urged for the
timely execution of developmental
activities.

The meeting concluded with a
vote of thanks to the chair.

Ex-BJP District
President Bhat Visits
Flood-Hit Puliwama

Demands Immediate Relief and
Crop Compensation

m HT News Desk

PULWAMA, AUG 28: Senior BJPleaderand former
District President Pulwama, Mohammad Lateef
Bhat, conducted an extensive visit to flood-affected
areas near the River Jhelum on Thursday, highlight-
ing the urgent need for government interventionin
the region.

Accompanied by Farooq Ahmad Wani, former
Conservancy President, Bhat toured severely impact-
ed villages including Samboora, Lelhara, Kakapora,
Mehnvoji, and Bandarpora, where he met with
distressed residents and listened to their griev-
ances. Manylocalsreported heavy damage to homes,
roads, and particularly farmlands, as rising water
levels from the overflowingRiver Jhelum submerged

vast agricultural zones.

During his interactions, Bhat emphasized the
plight of farmers who have suffered massive losses
to standing crops due to the floodwaters. He urged
thedistrictadministration to conductanimmediate
assessment of the damage and provide adequate
compensation to affected farmers.

“Thesituationinthese villagesis alarming. Crops
have been destroyed, daily life disrupted, and peo-
pleareleftwithnoassistance. The government must
act swiftly to address their suffering,” Bhat stated
while addressing the media.

He further demanded that the administration
prioritize emergency relief measures, including
temporary shelters, restoration of basic infrastruc-
ture,and sanitation support to prevent waterborne
diseases.

The visit has drawn attention to the growing
concerns of rural communities in Pulwama, many
of whom say they feel abandoned in the wake of the
disaster. Bhat assured residents that he would per-
sonally escalate the matter to higher authorities and
press for immediate government response.

The call for crop compensation and rehabilitation
now stands as a critical demand, as locals brace for
the long-term impact of the flooding on their liveli-
hoods.

lllicit Timber Seized in Joint Operation by Forest D|V|S|on Langqte and Handwara Police

m Dr. Ab Qayoom

LANGATE,AUG28:Inadecisive
action against the menace of tim-
ber smuggling, the Forest Division
Langate, with the active support
of Handwara Police, seized a Tata
Mobile vehicle loaded with illicit
timber during night patrolling in
the early hours of Wednesday.
According to official reports, the
vehicle was found carrying seven
timber logs, measuring 77 CFTs,

Latitude: 34.348146
Longitude: 74.185527.

illicitly felled from Compartment
No.43 of Mawar ForestRange. The
vehiclewasintercepted at Yahama
Muqgam, Sanzipora, in Langate
Range.The operation was jointly
executed by the Beat Officer and
histeam,HandwaraPolice,and the

ForestControlRoom (FCR)Langate,
in a well-coordinated effort to
tackle theillegal trade.During the
raid, a notorious timber smuggler
and history-sheeter,Manzoor Sha-
bangi of Malikpora, was appre-
hended on the spot. However, the

driveroftheseizedvehiclemanaged
toescapefromthescene.Thearrest-
ed smuggler was handed over to
QalamabadPolice Station,whilethe
seized vehicle has been taken into
policecustody.Officialscommended
the swiftactionand timely support

provided by Qalamabad Police,
whichplayedakeyroleinthesuccess
oftheoperation.Localresidentsalso
welcomed the joint action by the
Forest Departmentand Police, prais-
ingtheauthoritiesfortheircommit-
menttoprotectingforestwealthand

curbing illegal logging activities.
Authorities reaffirmed their deter-
minationtoactsternlyagainstviola-
tors, reiterating that preservation of
forests remains a top priority to
safeguard the environment and
natural resources.

DDC Kulgam reviews department wise works of District Capex
Directs to improve desired physical & financial progress of approved works

m Farooq Rather

KULGAM, AUG 28: To review
the progress of works under the
District Capex Plan for the ongoing
year (2025-26) in the district, the
District Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Kulgam, Athar Aamir
Shafi Khan (IAS) today chaired a
meeting in the meeting hall of
Mini-Secretariat.

The DDCtook department wise
progress of physical and financial
achievements of ongoing public
works in the district.

Duringthereview meeting, DDC
emphasized the need for efficien-
cy in the project lifecycle, urging
officials to expedite the execution

®© 00 ©

process and complete the works
within time.

He instructed officials to pri-
oritize the estimations of already

identified works in different
schemes including Distt Capex,
PRI, and CDFwith significant pub-
lic benefits, and immediately
improve physical and financial
progress.

The District Capex Planincludes
various development projects, such
asroads, bridges, paths, approach
roads, drainages, playgrounds,
irrigation works and public build-
ingsincluding schools, health cen-
tres, improvement in LT/HT Net-
work, Sub Stations and toilets for
schools.

Thereview meeting was attend-
ed by CPOMalik Suheel(JKAS)ACD,
Bilal Kamgar(JKAS) and various
district and sectoral officers.

Coloring program in IRIS titled Study
and Research on Cultural Heritage

m  Gulfam Barji

SRINAGAR, AUG 28: A colorful program
wasorganized at the Islamic Revival Inter-
national School Kangan which was orga-
nized by the SR Theatre Repora
Ganderbal. The students of the
school took partin the program
and showed special interest.SR
theatre head Sahil Shafisaid The
programurges students to study
and research cultural heritage,
as well as studying for culture
and civilization. The program
also provided informationtothe
students about the protection
and development of the Himalayan cul-
tural heritage. Information aboutits culture
and civilization will help to ensure the

protection and development of the Hima-
layan cultural heritage. It is important to
note that the program was approved by
'Ministry of Culture Government of India
New Delhi (BTIsection)under the scheme

' Preservation and Development of Cul-
tural Heritage of Himalayanas For the year
2022-2023.
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Javed Rana reviews water supply restoration
measures in flood-affected areas of Jammu city

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUG 28: In the af-
termath of flood situationin Jammu
cityandits surrounding areas, Min-
ister for Jal Shakti, Javed Ahmed
Rana today chaired a high-level
meeting toreview and assess ongo-
ing restoration measures of water
supply in flood affected areas of
Jammu city.

The review meeting was at-
tended by Commissioner, Jammu
Municipal Corporation; Chief En-
gineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Jammu;
Superintendent Engineer, Jal Shak-
ti (PHE) Jammu; Superintendent
Engineer, Jal Shakti (Mechanical)
Jammu; all Executive Engineers of
Jal Shakti (PHE) Jammu District;
and the Executive Engineer, Ground
Water, Jammu Division.

The meeting focused onimme-
diatereliefand long-term mitigation
strategies to ensure uninterrupted
access to potable drinking water
for affected residents.

importance of swift and coordi-
nated action to restore normalcy.
He took stock of the damages caused
towater supply infrastructure due
to the incessant rains and floods.
He also took assessment of ongoing
repair and restoration works across
various flood-affected localities.
Inareas having disrupted piped

critical time.

the concerned officials to ensure
timely deployment of water tankers
to provide safe drinking water to
the residents. He directed the of-
ficers that no household in any af-
fected locality should remain with-
out clean and safe water during this

Specialinstructions wereissued

itor the water quality being supplied
through tankers and alternate
sources.

The Minister reiterated Omar
Abdullah led Government’s com-
mitment to standing with the
people in this time of need and
ensuring that all essential services
are restored at the earliest.

The departmental officers ap-
prised the Minister of challenges
encountered in restoring services,
the damage assessment in various
divisions and the contingency mea-
sures put in place to mitigate the
ongoing crisis.

The Commissioner, Jammu Mu-
nicipal Corporation, also briefed
the Minister on the civic response
efforts and inter-agency coordina-
tion.

Appreciating the efforts of the
field functionaries, Rana urged
the officials to work in mission
mode in close coordination with
the localadministration and keep
the publicinformed throughreg-

Centuries Old Mela Patt Begins in
Bhadarwah, Draws Thousands of Devotees

®  Amirlgbal Khan

BHADARWAH, AUG 28: Amid the recent
natural calamities that have disrupted life
across parts of Jammu and Kashmir, the
historic three-day Mela Patt commenced
here on Thursday with traditional fervour,
attracting thousands of devotees and tour-
ists to the scenic Bhadarwah valley.

The centuries-old fair dedicated to Lord
Vasuki Naag, the presiding deity of Bha-
darwahis celebrated annually on Nag Pan-
chami. The mela commemorates the leg-
endary meeting between Mughal emper-
or Akbar and Raja Nagpal of Bhadarwah in
the 16th century.

According to historical accounts, the
festival was initiated by Raja Nagpal, then
ruler of the erstwhile principality of Bha-
darkashi (present-day Bhadarwah). Since
then, the mela has become a socio-cultur-
al symbol of the region, marked by inclusiv-
ity with people of all faiths and communi-
ties participating.

The three-day celebrations held at
Khakhal Mohalla in Bhadarwah town are
organised immediately after the Kailash
Yatra and coincide with Vinayak Chaturthi
or Patharchoth. One of the highlights of
the event is the traditional Dhaku dance,

a unique folk dance form of the area.

“Mela Patt occupies a prominent place
among the fairs of Doda district. People
across caste, creed and religion join the
festivitiesinlarge numbers which not only
enriches local culture but also boosts the
economy through tourism,” said socio-
political leader Mast Nath Yogi.

Legend has it that Raja Nagpal refused
to bow before Emperor Akbar, claiming
allegiance only to his deity, Lord Vasuki
Naag. Enraged, Akbar sought proof of his
devotion. The next day, to the astonishment
of the Mughal court, Raja Nagpal's turban
transformed into a multi-headed serpent
compelling the emperor to honour him
with wealth and prestige. Upon hisreturn,
Raja Nagpal displayed Akbar’s gifts to the
public on Nag Panchami, giving birth to
the Mela Patt tradition.

Thisyeartoo, the fair witnessed massive
participation oflocals, pilgrims and tourists
adding grandeur to the celebrations. Local
residents say the eventnot only strengthens
cultural bonds but also generates seasonal
employment as visitors flock to the valley.

To ensure the smooth conduct of the
mela, thedistrictadministration had made
elaborate security arrangements on this
occasion.

The Ministeremphasizedonthe  water supply, the Ministerdirected toexpediterepairworksandmon- ular updates.

DC Kupwara Reviews Progress of Welfare Schemes of Labour Department
Distributes Cheque Worth Rs.5.83 Crore for Education Assistance

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

DC Budgam approves 132 cases
under JKCIP, 213 under ISDS to boost

Agriculture & Allied sectors menthasdistributed Rs.15.90 crore

among 29,148 beneficiaries under
various heads, including Education
Assistance, Chronic Assistance,
Disability, Death, and Funeral As-
sistance.

Inamajor step, the DC hand-
ed over a cheque worth Rs.5.83
crore under the Education As-
sistance Scheme, which will be
released through banks to 6,424
registered workers for meeting
the educational needs of their
children.

Speaking on the occasion, DC
Kupwara said that welfare schemes
areanimportanttool for uplifting  tration to extend all possible sup-
the marginalized sections of so-  port to labourers and their fami-
ciety, particularly construction lies.

7,463 beneficiaries are enrolled.
The PM-SYM scheme is designed
toensure social security and old-
age protection for unorganised
workers through pension benefits.
The Deputy Commissioner
emphasized the need to achieve
maximum coverage under the
PM-SYM scheme to ensure that a
large number of beneficiaries are
brought under its ambit. He di-
rected the ALC towidely circulate
the details of the scheme among
officers so that awareness reach-
es the grassroots level and more
eligible workers get registered.
Highlighting the financial as-
sistance provided so far, it was
revealed that the Labour Depart-

During the meeting, ALC Kup-
wara, Arshid Qadir Bhat, present-
ed adetailed account of the prog-
ress and achievements of the
LabourDepartmentin thedistrict.
He informed that 2,68,635 unor-
ganised workers have been reg-
istered on the e-Shram Portal in
Kupwara, reflecting a significant
step towards formalising and ex-
tending benefits to workersinthe
unorganised sector.

It was further informed that
under the J&KBuilding and Other
Construction Workers (JKBOCW)
Welfare Scheme, 54,152 construc-
tion workers are registered, while
under the Pradhan Mantri Shram
Yogi Maan-dhan(PM-SYM)scheme,

and unorganised sector workers.
He directed officers to ensure
transparency, timely disbursement
ofbenefits, and proper monitoring
sothatassistancereaches the de-
serving beneficiaries without
delay.

The DC also urged all stake-
holders to step up awareness
campaigns so that unorganised
workers, who are the backbone
of the local economy, are not left
out of the benefits envisaged un-
der state and central welfare
schemes. He reiterated the com-
mitment of the district adminis-

m HT News Desk / DIPR KUPWARA, AUG 28: The Dep-
uty Commissioner (DC) Kupwara,
Shrikant Balasaheb Suse, today
convened a meeting of concerned
officers to review the progress of
the Building and Other Construc-
tion Workers (BOCW) Welfare
Scheme and other welfare initia-
tives being implemented by the
Labour Department.

The meeting was attended by
SEPWD Circle Kupwara, Assistant
Labour Commissioner (ALC) Kup-
wara, Executive Engineers of R&B
and PHE, Lead District Manager
(LDM), and other concerned of-
ficers.

BUDGAM, AUG 28: Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Budgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat, today convened
ameeting on the Jammu and Kashmir Competitive-
ness Improvement in Agriculture and Allied Sectors
Project (JKCIP)and the Integrated Sheep Development
Scheme (ISDS) at the DC office complex Budgam.

The meeting aimed to evaluate and approve eli-
gible applications received from various Agriculture
and Allied Departments.

After thorough deliberations, DC approved 132
applications under JKCIP, including 65 in Agriculture,
32 in Horticulture, 27 in Sheep Husbandry, and 08
in Fisheries. Similarly, under Integrated Sheep De-
velopment Scheme (ISDS), 213 cases were approved
across Budgam district.

Under JKCIP, beneficiaries will be extended as-
sistance for installation of borewells, cultivation
of aromatic species, Shallot, hill garlic, mushroom,
saffron area expansion, development of high-yield
orchards, solar fencing, construction of sheep sheds,
supply of trolleys, and other modern interventions
aimed at improving productivity and sustainabil-

DC Kupwara held NCRD meeting to review measures of
curbing drug abuse in district Kupwara

MSMEs Field office Srinagar organises
entrepreneurship awareness program
at Dawar Gurez

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

ity.

DrBilal stressed that agriculture and allied sectors
remain the backbone of Budgam’s rural economy,
and such government interventions are instrumen-
tal in providing direct livelihood support, skill en-
hancement, and better market competitiveness to
farmers and youth.

He said that these approvals mark a significant
step towards improving farmers’ access to modern
infrastructure, sustainable practices, and diversified
income avenues.

He added that the objective is not just to provide
financial assistance but also to ensure capacity build-
ing and long-term sustainability of the projects sanc-
tioned.

DC directed the concerned officers to fa-
cilitate speedy implementation of approved
cases and provide handholding support to all
beneficiaries.

He emphasized that officers must work in close
coordination with farmers to ensure that every proj-
ectfromborewellinstallation to orchard development
isexecuted on ground ina time-bound, transparent,
and accountable manner.

KUPWARA, AUG 28: The Deputy Com-
missioner Kupwara, Shrikant Balasaheb
Suse IAS today chaired the meeting of
District Level Committee under Narco Co-
ordination (NCORD) to review various
measures put in place to curb drug abuse
in the district.

SSPKupwara, GulamJeelani; SSPHand-
wara, Chowdhary Mushtaq; ADC ACR,ACD,
CMO, DPEO, Tehsildars and other concerned
Officers attended the meeting.Threadbare
discussion was held in the meeting touch-
ing issues related to the agenda.

The officers presented detailed work
done according to their roles and respon-
sibilities.

The Deputy Commissioner impressed
upon all the officers to put in extra efforts
aiming to eradicate the drug menaceinthe
district mainly focusing to have special
awareness camps for the Vulnerable seg-
ments of the society such as transport,
street vendors and the youth. The Tehsil

level machinery need to gear up for iden-
tification of Hot spots with immediate
destruction of wild bung and poppy culti-
vation whereverreported and initiate legal
action against the culprits ,the Dy. com-
missioner directed.

It was informed that all the Medical
shops have installed CCTV cameras with
95 percent Computerised Billing system
.Asst Drug controller stand directed to
ensure 100 percent mandatory Comput-
erised Billing as a means to break the
supply chain.

Highlighting the responsibility of the
parrentsinsafeguarding the future of their
children,the Dy.commissioer emphasized
for organizing monthly Parent Teacher
Meetings in all govt and private schools
mainly to discuss the menace a part from
the other issues.

It was also Impressed upon the par-
ticipants to work for declaration of Nasha
mukth panchayat for a healthy competition
between the panchayatsin making kupwara
adrug free district.

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

BANDIPORA, AUG 28: Branch MSME
Development & Facilitation Office (DFO),
Srinagar, Ministry of MSME, Government
of India, in collaboration with sub-divi-
sional administration Gurez, today organized
an Entrepreneurship Awareness Program
at Dawar, Gurez in Bandipora.

The event aimed to motivate youth
towards self-employment and exploring
opportunities available in the border re-
gion.

More-than 60 Youth and aspiring en-
trepreneurs actively participated in the
program. Besides, officers from the district
administration, BDO Gurez, Agriculture
department, and representatives from fi-
nancialinstitutions attended the eventand
shared detailed insights about various
schemes and initiatives for entrepreneur-
ship development.

Assistant Director MSME highlighted

the vast potential for enterprise develop-
mentin Gurez. Heemphasized that tourism
will emerge as amajor source oflivelihood
intheregion,and youth should equip them-
selves with professional skills to tap this
sector effectively. He also underlined the
scope for food processing and agriculture-
allied activities, which can cater to grow-
ing market demand.

Participants were given detailed aware-
ness about flagship schemes of the Min-
istry of MSME, including PM Vishwa-
karma, PMEGP, Procurement & Marketing
Support, along with other important
initiatives such as Mission Yuva, Holistic
Agriculture Development Program (HADP),
and the National Beekeeping and Honey
Mission.

Aninteractive session was also held on
packaging-related issues, where participants
expressed eagerness to undergo training
inmodern packaging techniques toenhance
product value and marketability.

DDC B’GAM INSPECTS WORKSHOP ON MODERNISING LAND RECORDS UNDER DILRMP AT SHEIKH-UL-ALAM HALL

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

withresource persons, revenue

. Every tehsil must

cessible system,” he added.

BUDGAM, AUG 28: District
DevelopmentCommissioner(DDC)
Budgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din
Bhat, today inspected an impor-
tant workshop on digitisation of
Jamabandis, GISMapping of Land
Records, and updation of Muta-
tions under the Digital IndiaLand
Records Modernization Pro-
gramme (DILRMP) held at Sheikh-
ul-Alam Hall, Budgam.

The workshop is part of a
series of training and awareness
programmes being conducted
across all nine tehsils of the dis-
trict, namely Khag, Beerwah,
Budgam, Narbal, Magam, Chadoo-
ra, Charar-i-Sharief, B.K. Pora,
and Khansahib. These workshops
are aimed at capacity building
ofrevenue staff, sensitising stake-
holders, and expediting the
process ofland record moderni-
sation for greater transparency
and efficiency.

During the inspection, Dr.
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din interacted

®© 00 ©

officials, patwaris, and technical
staff, urging them to adopt a
time-bound, accurate,and trans-
parent approach in digitisation
work. He said that comprehen-
sive digitisation of Jamabandis
(Record of Rights), GIS mapping
ofland parcels, and updation of
mutations will revolutionise
publicservice delivery by ensur-
ing:

. Easy online access to
authenticlandrecords forcitizens.

. Minimisation of dis-
putes and litigation over land
ownership.

. Curbing of malprac-
ticessuchastampering of records.

. Efficientand account-
able governance through tech-
nology-driven reforms.

He stressed that the digitisa-
tion ofland records is not mere-
ly a technical exercise but a
major reformingovernance that
willempower ordinary citizens.
“Our goal is to build a transpar-
ent, technology-driven, and

people-friendly land records
system that provides clarity,

security,and trusttoevery land-

holder,” the DDC remarked. that:

The DDC further directed

strictly adhere to timelines and
complete digitisation on sched-
ule.

. Field verification, cross-
checking, and updation should
be meticulous to maintain ac-
curacy.

. Awareness campaigns
must be organised so that peo-
ple understand the benefits of
digitised records and how to
access them.

. Special focus should be
laid on mutation updation, griev-
anceredressal,andservicedelivery
once the digitisation is complete.

Highlighting the long-term
benefits, he said that once digi-
tisation and GIS mapping are
completed, services such as is-
suance of record copies, mutation
updation,andland-related griev-
ance resolution will become
faster, morereliable, and free of
unnecessary delays. “This will
mark a big shift from outdated
manual record-keeping to a
modern, transparent, and ac-

The workshop saw active
participation from tehsil-level
revenue officers, patwaris,
girdawars,and technical experts,
who were trained in data han-
dling, mutation updation tech-
niques, scanning and digitisation
processes, as well as the use of
GIS-based mapping tools. The
hands-onsessions equipped staff
with modern tools required for
accurate record management at
the grassroots level.

The DDC was accompanied
by Tehsildar Budgam and other
senior officers who also inter-
acted with participants and
reviewed demonstrations of the
software applications being used
under the programme.

The event concluded with a
pledge by all stakeholders to work
in mission mode to complete
digitisation within fixed dead-
lines, ensuring that Budgam
emerges as one of the leading
districts in J&K in implementa-
tion of the DILRMP.
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Rana directs urgent restoration of
canals across Jammu division

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUG 28: Minister
for Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology &
Environment and Tribal Affairs,
Javed Ahmed Rana today chaired
a high-level meeting at the Civil
Secretariat, Srinagar toreview the
canal restoration strategy across
Jammu Division.

Additional Chief Secretary,
JalShakti, Shaleen Kabra, Chief
Engineer Irrigation & Flood
Control Jammu, Superintending
Engineers, Executive Engineers
and other senior officials, at-
tended the meeting through
virtual mode.

The meeting focused on as-
sessing the current condition of
canal infrastructure, identifying
breach and vulnerable pointsand
formulating a phased action plan
for urgent restoration and long-

)

term strengthening of canal em-
bankments.

While addressing the officers,
the Minister emphasized the need

L "

T N I YY ™

for swift and coordinated efforts
torestore the damaged canal net-
works, particularly inthe aftermath
of recent floods.

rigation infrastructure.

He directed that all breaches
and weak spots be addressed on
priority to safeguard critical ir-

“We mustact swiftly to protect
our vital water resources infra-
structure. Field staff mustremain
alertandresponsive, ensuring that
on-ground issues are addressed
without delay”, the Minister said
while cautioning that under no
circumstances should vigilance
be compromised.

Rana sought detailed reports
on the restoration works to be
undertakenand instructed officers
to ensure on-site resolution of is-
sues.

Healsostressed theimportance
ofinter-departmental coordination
for effective implementation of
protection measures.

Assuring fullgovernment sup-
port, the Minister stated that ad-
equate resources and manpower
would be made available for the
timely execution of all necessary
works.

Javed Rana Releases Two Urdu Publications

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUG 28: Minister for Jal
Shakti, Forest, Ecology & Environment, and
Tribal Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana, today
released two significant Urdu publications,
‘Hamari Duniya’ and ‘Shaayari Karne Ka
Aasaan Tareeqa’ atanimpressive function
held at the Civil Secretariat, Srinagar.

The event was attended by eminent
writers, poets, academicians, and cultural
enthusiasts who hailed the initiative as a
meaningful contribution to the promotion
of Urdu literature in Jammu and Kashmir.

About the Publications

HamariDuniya (Our World),a collection
of short stories co-authored by Dr. Atig-ur-
Rehman and noted writer Nazim Poonchi,
provides a thought-provoking reflection
on contemporary social realities. Through
its nuanced narratives, the anthology ex-
plores human emotions, societal com-

plexities, and moral dilemmas, encourag-
ing readers to introspect on issues that
resonate with everyday life.

The second book, Shaayari Karne Ka
Aasaan Tareeqa (An Easy Way to Write
Poetry)by Nazim Poonchi, has been designed
as a practical guide for young and aspiring
poets.Itsimplifies the technicalities of Urdu
poetry, covering aspects of rhyme, rhythm,
metre, and creative expression. By blend-
ing theory with practice, the book seeks to
nurture a new generation of poets and keep
alive the age-old tradition of Urdu shaayari.

Minister’s Remarks

In his address, Javed Rana congratu-
lated the authors for their dedication and
contribution to the world of Urdu literature.
He said that such publications are not only
a source of knowledge and creativity but
also serve as cultural bridges connecting
the younger generation with their linguis-
tic and literary heritage.

Inclement Weather: DC Bandipora conducts
extensive tour of Sumbal sub-division

m HT News Desk / DIPR

BANDIPORA, AUG 28: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Bandipora, Indu Kanwal Chib,
on Thursday conducted an extensive tour
of Sumbal sub-division to assess the situ-
ation arising out of inclement weather
conditions and to take stock of essential
services in the area.

During the visit, DC inspected Com-
munity Health Centre Sumbal, Asham area,
Hajin town, Municipal Committee Hajin
office and Naninara Bridge, to review pre-
paredness measures and ensure timely
response to any exigency.

She also interacted with officials to
assess ground-level issues and directed
the concerned departments to remain
alert for quick redressal of public griev-
ances.

At Community Health Centre, Sumbal,
she inspected patient care facilities, in-
teracted with medical staff, and empha-
sized the importance of maintaining
emergency preparedness to deal with
any exigency. In the Hajin area, DC took
stock of civic amenities and directed of-
ficers to remain vigilant in view of pos-
sible disruptions due to heavy rains and
related conditions.

DC reiterated that the district admin-
istration is fully committed to ensuring
uninterrupted services, better preparedness,
and safety of the people during inclement
weather conditions.

During the field visit, DC was accom-
panied by Sub-Divisional Magistrate Sum-
bal, officers from I&FC department, Me-
chanical Irrigation, and other concerned
departments.

DC Ramban Reviews Restoration of
Roads & Essential Services, Stresses

Satish Sharma visits lood-affected areas of Chamb constituency

Directs comprehensive relief, renabilitation measures
m HT News Desk / DIPR R | ) 7

on Immediate Measures

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

RAMBAN, AUG 28: Deputy Commissioner Ram-
ban, Mohammad Alyas Khan, today convened an
emergency meeting of officers from departments
concerned with road infrastructure and essential
services to review the progress of restoration works
affected by recent heavyrains, landslides, road sink-
ing, and flash floods across the district.

The meeting was attended by SSP Arun Gupta,
ADC Varunjeet Singh Charak, ACR Showkat Hayat
Mattoo, PD NHAI Shubam Yadav, CO Transit Camp
officers from BEACON, Executive Engineers and En-
gineers of PWD, PMGSY, Jal Shakti, JPDCL, Tehsildars,
and other concerned officers.

A major focus was the Karoal-Maitra-Gool Road,
where a vital stretch between Kala Pani and Batti
was washed away, cutting off connectivity to Sub-
Division Gool and various areas of Tehsil Ramban,
while also hampering critical projects such as the
Railway Project and Sawalkote Hydropower Project.

Keeping in view the strategic importance of this
road, the Deputy Commissioner directed BEACON,
NHAI, and Army authorities to explore all possibili-
ties for immediate restoration of traffic movement.
He emphasized the need for both short-term and
long-term solutions, suggesting the erection of a
temporary bailey/suspension bridge while simulta-
neously initiating work on a permanent structure to

ensure reliable connectivity.

The DC also reviewed the status of other link
roads across the district, instructing PWD, PMGSY,
and BEACON to intensify restoration works by de-
ploying adequate manpower and machinery to make
all routes traffic-worthy at the earliest. The officers
of executing departments assured that all the roads
of their respective departments would be restored
for vehicular traffic within one day.

In addition, he assessed the progress on the res-
toration of essential services and supplies. The con-
cerned departments, including JPDCL, Jal Shakti,
FCS&CA, and other line departments, were directed
to restore electricity, water supply, and ration dis-
tributionin affected areas without delay. The officers
informed that restoration works are being carried
out on a war footing and all essential services are
expected to be fully restored by tomorrow.
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JAMMU, AUG 28: Minister for Food,
Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs,
Information Technology, Transport,
Youth Services and Sports, Satish
Sharma, today undertook an extensive
tour of the flood-affected areas of
Chamb Constituency to assess the
ground situation and monitor the on-
going relief operations.

Accompanied by senior officers
ofthe district administration, Satish
Sharma visited several inundated
villages where flood waters have
caused damage to residential hous-
es, standing crops and local infra-
structure. He interacted with af-
fected families, listened to their
grievances, and assured them that
the Government stands firmly with
them in this hour of crisis.

The Minister directed the concerned
officials to ensure immediate reha-
bilitation of displaced families, includ-
ing provision of temporary shelters,
medical facilities, clean drinking wa-
ter, and sanitation. He further in-
structed for comprehensive damage
assessment so that timely compensa-
tion can be provided to those who
have suffered losses to life, property

and livelihood.

Highlighting the importance of
uninterrupted public services, Satish
Sharma issued strict directions for
maintaining adequate and continuous
supply of essential commodities, in-
cluding food grains, LPG, medicines
and other necessities in the affected
areas.Heemphasized that special care
must be taken to ensure that no house-
hold, particularly vulnerable sections
such as elderly, women and children
are left unattended.

The Minister also called upon the
officers of PWD, PHE, Power, and Ru-
ral Development to work in close co-
ordination to restore road connectiv-

ity, repair damaged infrastructure,
and ensure power and water supply
at the earliest. He asked the Health
department to establish mobile health
units in the worst-hit villages to pro-
vide timely medical aid and prevent
the outbreak of water-borne diseases.

Interacting with the media on the
sidelines of the visit, Satish Sharma
said, “The Government is fully com-
mitted to ensuring swift relief and
rehabilitation for all those affected by
these floods. Every possible step will
be taken to restore normalcy, and we
will continue to monitor the situation
closely until complete rehabilitation
is achieved.”

Aadi KarmaYogi Abhiyan: One-Day
Workshop on Vision Plan for Tribal
Villages Held at Bandipora

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

BANDIPORA, AUG 28: The District Administration
Bandiporaon Thursday organised a one-day workshop
on the Vision Plan for Tribal Villages under Aadi
KarmaYogi Abhiyan at the Conference Hall, Mini
Secretariat Bandipora. The initiative marks a sig-
nificant step towards designing a comprehensive
roadmap for the holistic development of tribal vil-
lagesin the district through community participation,
local resource mobilisation, and convergence of gov-
ernment schemes.

The workshop brought together senior district
officers, tribal leaders, nominated tribal volunteers,
and representatives of various departments to de-
liberate on development priorities and strategies for
tribal empowerment.

Vision for Holistic Development

During the workshop, it was highlighted that the
Vision Plan for Tribal Villages will be drafted after
detailed surveys, demographic profiling, consulta-
tions with Gram Sabhas, and active involvement of
tribal elders. The plan will serve as a guiding frame-
work for channelising resources towards:

. Infrastructure development: roads, power,
drinking water, sanitation, and housing.

. Social sectors: health, education, digital
literacy, skill development.

. Economic empowerment: agriculture, hor-
ticulture, livestock, fisheries, eco-tourism, and forest-
based products.

c Cultural preservation: documentation of
indigenous skills, crafts, folk traditions, and tribal
wisdom.

The roadmap also aims to address short-term
needs like basic amenities, mid-term goals like sus-
tainable livelihoods, and long-term objectives like
making tribal villages self-reliant, digitally con-
nected, and model communities of inclusive growth.

Focus on Vulnerable Groups & Livelihoods

Special emphasis was laid on identifying vulner-
able tribal groups, landless families, and women-
headed households so that welfare schemes reach
them on priority. Participants discussed ways to
strengthen income-generating activities such as:

. Agro-based enterprises and horticulture
expansion.

. Livestock rearing and dairy development.

. Promotion ofinland fisheries in Bandipora’s
water-rich ecosystem.

. Trainingin traditional handicrafts and wool-
based products.

. Harnessing eco-tourism potential in tribal

belts through homestays, trekking routes, and cul-
tural tourism.

Voices at the Workshop

Speaking on the occasion, District Programme
Officer ICDS, Yaar Ali Khan, underscored the impor-
tance of mapping infrastructure requirements such
asroads, electricity, water supply, digital connectiv-
ity, health, and educational institutions. He said
sustainable income generationin agriculture, fisher-
ies, livestock, handicrafts, eco-tourism, and forest-
based livelihoods must go hand in hand with social
empowerment.

He appreciated the efforts of all stakeholders in
drafting the vision plan and reiterated the adminis-
tration’s commitment to building self-reliant, digi-
tally connected, and socially empowered tribal vil-
lages.

Participants,including tribal volunteers and com-
munity representatives, welcomed the initiative,
noting that such programmes provide a platform for
the tribal population to share their needs and aspira-
tions directly with the administration. They stressed
the need to strengthen community institutions like
Gram Sabhas, cooperatives, and self-help groups for
sustainable development.

Officials Present

The workshop was attended by Assistant Com-
missioner Development (ACD) Bandipora, Deputy
CEO Bandipora, Chief Medical Officer (CMO) Bandi-
pora, District Sheep Husbandry Officer (DSHO), Chief
Agriculture Officer (CAO), Chief Animal Husbandry
Officer (CAHO), and nominated tribal volunteers.

The workshop concluded with a pledge to work
in mission mode under the Aadi KarmaYogi Abhiyan
to ensure that the vision plan is not just a document
but a living roadmap implemented with people’s
participation and administrative commitment.

DC Baramulla Chairs DLIC Meeting, Sanctions 514 New Cases under Mission YUVA
1141 Cases Approved in Baramulla District So Far under the Initiative

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

BARAMULLA, AUG 28: In a sig-
nificantstep towardsyouthempow-
erment, entrepreneurship, and self-
employment, theDistrictLevel Imple-
mentation Committee(DLIC)Baram-
ulla, chaired by Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Minga Sherpa, today
sanctioned 514 new cases under the
Mission YUVA initiative.

Out of the newly approved
cases, 510 belong to the Nano Cat-
egory while 04 fallunder the MSME
category. With these fresh approv-
als, the cumulative number of
cases sanctioned in Baramulla
districthasreached 1141, marking
steady progress in extending fi-
nancial and institutional support
to young entrepreneurs.

Mission YUVA - Empowering

Youth Through Self-Reliance

Mission YUVA is a flagship
initiative aimed at enabling youth
tobecome job creatorsinstead of
job seekers by facilitating them
with financial assistance, techni-
cal handholding, and entrepre-
neurial guidance. The programme
covers a broad spectrum of ac-
tivitiesincluding micro and small
businesses, service units, agricul-
turalentrepreneurship, handicrafts,
and other innovative livelihood
ventures.

DC'’s Directions

While reviewing the progress,
DC Baramulla Minga Sherpa ap-
preciated the efforts of the Skill
Development and Business De-
velopment Units (SBDUs) for their
rigorous work in case verification
and projectfacilitation. He stressed

that the districtadministrationis
fully committed to ensuring that
applicantsreceive timely financial
assistance, skill development sup-
port, and continuous guidance
throughout their entrepreneurial
journey.

The DCdirected the concerned
officers to:

. Expedite application
processing and DPR preparation
to avoid unnecessary delays.

. Ensure transparentand
fair selection of beneficiaries.

. Provide capacity-build-
ing training and financial literacy
sessions for the sanctioned ap-
plicants.

. Maintain continuous
monitoring and mentorship sup-
port to ensure sustainability of
ventures.

He said, “Mission YUVA is not
just a scheme, it is a movement to
empower ouryounggenerationwith
opportunities of growth, dignity,
and self-reliance. Baramulla has
immense talentand potential,and
our collective efforts will ensure
that every sanctioned case trans-
forms into a success story.”

Stakeholder Participation

The meeting witnessed active
participation of all line depart-
ments and financial institutions.
Among those present were the
Assistant Director Employment
Baramulla, District Social Welfare
Officer, Lead District Manager,
Cluster Head J&K Bank, District
General Manager NABARD, Nod-
al Officer JKEDI, and Functional
Manager DIC.

The representatives assured

their cooperation in providing
financial linkages, skill support,
and business mentorship to the
beneficiaries.

Future Outlook

With 1141 cases already sanc-
tioned, the district administra-
tionis planning to hold awareness
camps at block and panchayat
levels to reach out to more aspir-
ing youth. Special focus will be
given to women entrepreneurs,
marginalized groups, and rural
youth toensure inclusivity under
the programme.

The DCreaffirmed that Baram-
ulladistrict will continue to work
in mission mode to expand the
reach of Mission YUVA so that
every youthwith entrepreneurial
aspirations gets an opportunity
to fulfill their dreams.
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Deteriorating Teacher-
Student Relation

Teachers (Ustaad, Murshed, Mu’allim) have
traditionally enjoyed the highest respect in
kashmir, often placed nextto parentsin terms
of reverence. However, recent developments
indicate a worrying decline in this relationship.
Adisturbingincidentin which astudent alleg-
edly attempted to assault a teacher has
shocked the academic community andraised
pressing questions about social degradation.

We in Kashmir have endured decades of
conflict and unrest, which has inevitably
shapedthe psyche ofits younger generations.
Exposure to violence, uncertainty, and disil-
lusionmenthasfostered aggression and weak-
ened traditional respect for authority figures,
including teachers.

Moreover the absence of value-based
education, coupled with declining influence
of religious and cultural ethics, has left a vac-
uum in moral grounding. This has contributed
torisingintolerance, indiscipline, and aggres-
sion among youth.

Also the all important Social media has
altered behavioral patterns, often glamorizing
defiance, ridicule of elders, and irreverence
towards traditional authority. Teachers find
themselves competing with smartphones and
online distractions, which dilutes their role as
guides.

In earlier times, parents reinforced the
authority of teachers. Today, parents often side
with children against teachers, challenging
their authority in public or private forums. This
directly undermines teachers in the eyes of
students.

Therise of aggression as a mode of expres-
sion among youth. This single act is symbolic
of agenerational shift where anger, frustration,
and alack of guidance have replaced humil-
ity, patience, and reverence.

The assault on ateacher by a student is not
an isolated disciplinary breach but a mirror
reflecting the social degradation afflicting
Kashmiri society. It underscores the erosion of
moral values, the impact of conflict, the influ-
ence of consumerist and digital cultures, and
the weakening of traditional respect structures.

Soonerthe better sense prevailsin restoring
this relationship. It is not merely an educa-
tional challenge but a societal necessity for
rebuilding harmony, respect, and hopeinthe
Valley.

National Sports Day 2025:

How NEP 2020 is Rewriting
India’s Sporting Future

m Prof. Dinesh Chandra Rai

On29th August,asIndiacelebrates
National Sports Day in honor of the
wizard of hockey, Major Dhyan
Chand, we look to the past with rev-
erence for his unmatched skill and
incredible legacy. Aman whose stick
seemed to move with a mind of its
own, Dhyan Chand's genius was in
making theimpossible look effortless.
He led India to three consecutive
Olympic gold medalsinan erawhen
the nation was carving out its iden-
tity on the world stage. Yet, this year
feels different. With the launch of a
new, three-day national movement
from August 29th to 31st, the celebra-
tion is not just about a day but about
asustained commitment. Under the
rallying cry, “Har Gali, Har Maidan,
Khele Saara Hindustan,” this year’s
tribute looks not just at past glories
but at the dawn of a new era.

For decades, we’ve seen sports in
our schools as an extra-curricular
activity—a nice-to-have, something
you do after your “real” studies are
done. This mindset created a silent
barrier, convincing countless stu-
dents and parents that the path to
success lay only in textbooks. The
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
came to tear down that wall. It's the
mostsignificantshiftinoureducation
systeminageneration,and for sports,
it’s a genuine game-changer. The
policy has transformed physical edu-
cation from an elective subject to an
essential, credit-bearing part of the
curriculum. This profound declara-
tionthatastudent's performance on
the field is as valuable as their score
onamathtestisnow further cement-
ed by the new National Sports Policy
(NSP) 2025, which fully aligns with

NEP’s vision of sports integration.
The new policy specifically mandates
thatschools dedicate fixed hours for
sportsactivities anda physical fitness
assessment as part of a student’s
annual report card, making physical
literacy a priority from a young age.

Thisinstitutional pushisbreath-
ing life into Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s simple but powerful
message: “Jo khelega wo khilega”
(One who plays, flourishes). This
isn’tjusta catchy phrase; it's a phi-
losophy now built into our educa-
tional framework. It recognizes that
playing isn't just about winning
medals; it'sabout developing char-
acter, learning teamwork, building
resilience, and unlocking one's full
potential. The positive results of
this new approach are already vis-
ible. Post-NEP, schools across the
countryare prioritizing sportsinfra-
structure and trained coaches
because they know it directly con-
tributes to a student's academic
profile. Giving students an “hour
onthe sportsfield” (“ek ghanta khel
maidan me”), the core theme of this
year's event, is no longer just a sug-
gestion; it's an educational imper-
ative that cultivates both a healthy
body and a sharp mind.

The true magic of this change,
however, goes beyond the policy
documents.It’sinthe quiet moments
ontheground.It’sinayounggirl from
a small village realizing her speed
canearn heracademic credit, not just
a temporary thrill. It’s in a shy boy
finding his voice as a leader on the
basketball court. These are the vic-
tories that never make the headlines
but are crucial for building a more
confidentand robustsociety. Sports,
when woven into the academic fab-
ric,become a powerful tool for social
mobility and mental well-being. They
teachus tohandle loss with grace, to
celebrate victory with humility, and
tounderstand thatateam's strength
liesinits diversity. We are now seeing
a new generation of athletes, sup-
ported by initiatives like KheloIndia,
who are balancing their academic
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The true magic of this
change, however,
goes beyond the
policy documents. It’s
in the quiet moments
on the ground. It’s in
young girl from a
small village realizing
her speed can earn
her academic credit,
not just a temporary
thrill. It’s in a shy boy
finding his voice as a
leader on the
basketball court.
These are the victories
that never make the
headlines but are
crucial for building a
more confident and
robust society

pursuits with a demanding sports
schedule, proving that the two are
not mutually exclusive.

Thisyear's extended celebrations
are a call to every Indian, young and
old, to re-engage with play. Day one,
August 29th, is for tributes to Major
Dhyan Chand and the FitIndia pledge.
Day two, August 30th, will be filled
with sportsdebatesand competitions
in both modern and indigenous
games, celebrating our roots. The
event will conclude on August 31st
withanationwide “FitIndia Sundays
on Cycle” drive, making fitness a

daily habit. This national movement
is a living embodiment of the new
policies, moving the conversation
from a ministry’s meeting room to
every school and every home.

While the NEP and NSP have set
the foundation, our work is far from
over. To truly realize this vision, we
must move forward with a few key
suggestions. First, we need a nation-
al-level program to train and certify
physical education teachers and
coaches, making sure they are
equipped with modern teaching
techniques and are able to identify
and mentor talent. Second, we must
integrate our rich heritage of tradi-
tional Indian games like kho-kho,
kabaddi, and gillidanda into the
school curriculum, celebrating our
cultural roots while promoting fit-
ness. Finally, we should encourage
more public-private partnerships to
build and maintain community sports
facilities, making playgrounds acces-
sibletoevery child, regardless of their
background. Parental support and
community involvement are vital to
create an ecosystem where sports
areseenasapathtoafulfillingcareer
and a healthy life.

The NEP 2020 isn't just a docu-
ment; it is a promise. It promises a
future where a child’s mind is sharp-
ened by academic rigor, and their
character is shaped on the playing
field. This National Sports Day, we
celebrate not just the legacy of aleg-
end but the beginning of a truly
golden age for sports in India.

About the author

Prof. Dinesh Chandra Rai, Vice
Chancellor of BRA Bihar University,
is a seasoned academician and ded-
icated sports enthusiast. He led the
Sports Council at Banaras Hindu Uni-
versity, Varanasi, foryears, promoting
avibrant sports culture. His passion
forintegrating sports witheducation
inspires students and athletes, align-
ing with the NEP 2020.

The authoris a Vice
Chancellor, BRA Bihar University,
Muzaffarpur, Bihar
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The Digital Trap and Youth Aggression

m  Munish Bhatia

The future of a society lies inits youth. If the youth
are empowered, aware, and responsible, then no
nation can be stopped from achieving progress and
prosperity. However, if this same energy is mis-
guided, the youth canalsobecomea challenge forthe
society and the nation. Unfortunately, today we are
livinginatime where, despite unprecedented advance-
ments in science and technology, human values,
sensitivity, and ethics are gradually weakening. The
most directand concerning effect of this is the grow-
ing violent tendencies among the youth.

In recent years, several incidents have shaken us
to the core. Sometimes a knife is found in a school
tiffin box, sometimes a minor argument leads to a
fatal attack, and at times, even teachers are brutally
murdered. The recent incident of a young teacher's
murderinHaryanahasleftsocietyindeep contempla-
tion. These incidents are not just crime news; they
areasignthatouryouthareatadangerous crossroads.

Today's youth are surrounded by a digital world.
Smartphones and the internet have become an inte-
gral part of their daily lives. Online games, which
present violence and aggression as thrilling and
entertaining, have a profound impactonthe psychol-
ogy of young people. A major reason for the increas-
ing violence among the youth is the easy availability
of violent and obscene content on digital platforms
and gaming apps. The government has taken stepsin
thisdirectionfromtimetotime.Several mobile games
and apps that promoted excessive violence, intoxica-
tion, or antisocial activities have beenbanned.Recent-
ly, some online games were banned on the grounds
that they were adversely affecting the mental health
of children and adolescents and contained content
that incited suicidal tendencies.

However,abanalone is not a permanent solution.
The government needs to formulate strict guidelines
andaneffective monitoring system fordigital platforms
to ensure that only safe and positive content is avail-
able to the youth. In addition to strengthening the
cyber regulatory framework, attention must also be
paid to digital literacy, so that both parents and chil-
dren can understand what content is safe and what
is harmful. Sometimes, children and adolescents
become so attached to the charactersin these games
that they start behaving in the same way in real life.
When virtual violence becomes a habit, sensitivity
and compassion slowly begin to fade. Furthermore,
the uncontrolled availability of obscene and violent
content on the internet has made the situation even
more serious. It would not be wrong to say that while
the digital age has opened up a world of knowledge
andopportunities,ithasalsomade the path toviolence
and moral decay easier.

A significant reason for the violent behaviour of
youth is the lack of a proper family environment. In
today's fast-paced life, parents are unable to give
enough time to their children. In the hustle of a busy
worklifeand the pursuit of material comforts, children's
emotional needs are left behind. When children are
emotionally distant from their parents, they are
deprived of a guide who can help them distinguish
right from wrong. Earlier, the family environment
usedtoteachchildrenethics, patience,and tolerance.
In joint family systems, children learned life values
from their grandparents and elders. But now, as
families are becoming smaller and busier, children,
grappling with their loneliness and insecurity, grav-
itate towards bad company or wrong paths. This
loneliness often motivates them toresortto violence.

Today's society has made success the ultimate
benchmark. Every parent wants their child to be at
the forefront in school, college, job, or business. This
competitiveraceis putting unnatural pressure onthe
youth. As a result, young people have become impa-
tient. They wantimmediate results, they start adopt-
ingshortcuts,and they are filled with disappointment
when they fail. This frustration gradually takes the
form of aggression and violent tendencies. This situ-
ation forces us to think about whether we only want
to make our children successful, or if we also want to

make them sensitive and responsible human beings.

It would be wrong to assume that this problem
can be solved by law and order alone. The police and
courts can stop crime, but the roots of crime grow
where family, society, and education become weak.
Therefore, it is essential that every section of society
comes together to face this challenge. Parents should
communicate with their children, be their friends,
and monitor their online behaviour. Children must
be taught that everythingin the digital world cannot
be blindly trusted. Educational institutions also have
agreatresponsibility. Schools and colleges should not
only be centres of study but should also focus on
moral education, life skills,and mental health. Students
should be engaged in creative activities like sports,
art, and literature so that their energy is channelled
inapositivedirection. Amajorreasonfortheincreasing
violence among youth is the neglect of mental health.
In society, depression, anxiety, or stress are still consid-
ered aweakness. The truth is that mental imbalance is
oftentherootcause ofviolent tendencies. Young people
mustbe assured that seeking help foramental problem
isnotasign of weakness but an act of courage. Counsel-
lingservicesshouldbeavailableinschoolsand universi-
tiessothatyouthcanexpresstheirstressand frustration
andgetproperguidance.Iftheir psychological problems
areunderstoodand addressedintime, violentincidents
can be largely prevented.

The media and entertainment world also deeply
influence the thinking of youth. When violence is
repeatedly glorified in movies and TV shows, it sends
the message that power and aggression are the only
solutions in life. This trend is dangerous. The media
should keep social responsibility in mind while pre-
senting entertainment and news. Content that pro-
motes sensitivity, compassion, and ethics in society
should be encouraged.Itis true that the youthare full
of energy and enthusiasm. If this energy is given a
positive direction, the same youth can become the
greatest strength of society and the nation. The talent
ofouryouthisuniqueinevery field—science, technol-
ogy, sports, art, and literature. The need is for us to
provide them with the right opportunities and the
right environment.

munishbhatial22@gmail.com
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Literary Women Getting Lost In

The Era Of Semi-Nude Mujras

The voice of books has been lost somewhere in the glitzand glamour of social media

m Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

This is the era of Instagram and digi-
tal media. Attraction and spectacle sell
the most here. But to save the soul of
society,itisimportantthatwomenreturn
toliterature again. The noise of Instagram
will subside after some time,

But the words of literature will remain
immortal. Women who read literature
are never lost, they remain alive in the
pagesofeverybook that one opens with
all their heart.

Intoday's time when thereisasmart-
phoneinevery hand and hunger for likes
and followers in every mind, the exis-
tence of women whoread literature and
booksisbeingleftbehind. Thisis the era
of platformslike Instagramreels, TikTok
anddigital entertainment. Here, images
of semi-nude women performing mujra
reach millions of people in seconds, but
the voice of women reading serious lit-
erature, poetry or criticism seems to be
suppressed somewhere. Thisis notonly
asocial irony but also a cultural crisis.

For centuries, women have been
watering the soul of society with sensi-
tivity and compassion through literature.
Writers like Mahadevi Varma, Amrita
Pritam, Krishna Sobti, Maitreyi Pushpa
notonly created literature but were also
symbols of women's identity and soci-
ety's consciousness. But today's time is
more busyinmaking "quotes” fromthem

and decorating them on Instagram sto-
ries than reading them.

A large part of today's generation is
engrossed in visual content. The quick
consumption of videos and pictures has
pushed back the slow, deep and intro-
spective world of books. Women, who
once sought solace in books, are now
being forced to create aglamorized iden-
tity on social media. There is no doubt
that social media gives women a plat-
form, but this platform often gives more
importance to their bodies, not their
ideas. This is the reason why a dance or
semi-nudeactonInstagram gets millions
oflikes, butaliterary analysis by awom-
an does not even reach hundreds.

Womenwhoread and wroteliterature
used to leave a deep impact on society.
They used to challenge the system
through their writings, create new def-
initions of relationships and prepare new
grounds for gender equality. But today,
priorities have changed. Modern wom-
en often join the race of social media to
prove themselves. Here beauty and
attraction sell more, thoughts and feel-
ingsless.Itisironic that the same litera-
ture that gave voice to women is now
waiting for their voice.

Mahadevi Varma's poems were such
a symbol of a woman's compassion, pain
and beauty that the soul would tremble
after reading them. She used to write -
"Main neer bhari dukhkibadli..." The soul
ofawomanspokeinher poems, buttoday
the same soulis getting suppressedinthe
noise of Instagram filtersand background
music. Where earlier women used to tell
the society "listento myvoice", today they
are forced to say "like my dance.” This is
the biggest cultural degradation.

However, it would not be entirely fair
to say that women who read literature

Women who read and wrote literature
used to leave a deep impact on society.
They used to challenge the system
through their writings, create new
definitions of relationships and prepare
new grounds for gender equality. But

today, priorities have changed. Modern
women often join the race of social
media to prove themselves. Here
beauty and attraction sell more,
thoughts and feelings less. It is ironic
that the same literature that gave voice
to women is now waiting for their voice

have disappeared. They still exist, but
their scope has become limited. Women
are still reading, writing and discussing
literature in libraries, universities and
smallliterary forums. The only difference
is that their voice is not as loud as that
ofthe glamorous content of social media.
Actually, the problem is also with the
platform. Instagram's algorithm itself
gives priority to entertainmentand glitz.
Serious literature or long studies do not

become "trending" there.

Reading literature means looking
within yourself, understanding the
pain of others, and feeling the soul
deeply. When society is away from
literature, it also loses its sensitivity.
The compassion and tenderness of
women keep the society balanced. But
when these women are limited to only
body show and ignore the depth of the
soul, then the hope of society becom-

ing sensitive also decreases.

Toovercome thissituation, itisimpor-
tant that the family and the education
systeminstill a love for books. Children,
especially girls, must develop the habit
ofreading books at home and in schools.
Writers and publishers should present
literature in an attractive formon social
media. The government and society
should give more platforms to women
who read and write literature, so that
their voices are not suppressed. Women
should form literary groups and book
clubs among themselves, which inspire
each other.

History is a witness that whenever
society plunged into darkness, literature
showed the way. And the role of women
in that literature has always been deci-
sive. Be it Meera, Mahadevi or contem-
porary women—they decided the direc-
tion of society with their words. Even
today, if women embrace books, the
coming generation will not just get "fol-
lowers" and "likes" but will also get a
deeper understanding of life.

Today's conclusionisthatthisistheera
of Instagram and digital media. Here,
attractionand spectacle sell the most. But
tosavethesoulofthesociety,itisnecessary
that women return to literature again.
Because the noise of Instagram will stop
after some time, but the words ofliterature
will remain immortal. Women who read
literature are neverlost—they onlybecome
blurred due to the negligence of society.
Wheneverabookisopened, theywillcome
alive again.

The author is a Research Scholar

in Political Science, Poet, freelance
journalist and columnist, Ubba
Bhawan, Aryanagar, Hisar
(Haryana)-127045

Sources In Journalism

PARENTING: THE
FIRST CLASSROOM

e 1
;\’(.a /N
® Mool Raj

In today’s fast-moving world, where technology and
social change constantly reshape how we live, the role of
parents in shaping a child’s future has never been more
critical. Before teachers, peers, or even society begin to
leave their mark, it is the parents who lay the first—and
often mostenduring—foundation ofachild'sidentity. They
arenotjustcaregivers,butrole models,emotionalanchors,
and moralguides. Everyinteraction,everyword,and every
momentshared carries the potential to shape howa child
sees themselves and their place in the world.

Fromthe verybeginning, childrenobserve and absorb
thebehavior oftheir parents.They don'tjustlistentowhat
issaid—theywatchhow problemsare solved, how conflicts
are managed, how love is expressed, and how stress is
handled. When parents demonstrate patience, kindness,
honesty,andrespect, those qualities are naturally mirrored
by their children. This silent modeling becomes one of the
most powerful forms ofteaching, shaping values farmore
deeply than lectures or punishments ever could.

In the early years, the family environment becomes
the lens through which children interpret everything. A
stable, supportive home offers security and builds confi-
dence, giving children the courage to explore, learn, and
grow. The foundation laid in these formative years influ-
ences not just academic performance but emotional
wellbeing, decision-making,and socialinteraction.Parents
whoare present,engaged, and encouraging help children
develop resilience—a crucial trait in navigating life’s
inevitable challenges. Children are not born knowing the
difference betweenrightand wrong. They learnit gradu-
ally, from the consistency and fairness of their parents.
Clear rules, explained with love and reason, provide a
framework forunderstanding consequences, responsibil-
ity, and ethical behavior. These everyday lessons, taught
through example and reinforced with care, quietly shape
the moral compass a child will carry into adulthood.

Equally important is emotional development. When
parents create a space where children feel heard and
understood, it teaches them how to process emotions in

a healthy way. A child who knows it’s okay to be sad,
frustrated, or afraid—but also knows they’re not alone—
grows into an adult who can manage complex emotions
without being overwhelmed by them. Simple acts like
listening attentively,comfortingduringdistress, or celebrat-
ing small achievements can make a lasting impact on a
child’'semotional health. Every child carries unique talents,
curiosities,and dreams waiting to be discovered. Parents
play a vital role in helping uncover and nurture these
gifts—whether it’s a love for drawing, an aptitude for sci-
ence,aknackforstorytelling,orapassion for sports. When
parents supportand encourage these interests, they send
a powerful message: your ideas matter, your efforts are
valued. That message builds self-esteem and motivation,
sparking a lifelong love of learning and personal growth.

Children thrive when they feel safe—emotionally,
physically,and psychologically. That sense of safety comes
not just from protection, but from consistent routines,
affectionate support, and the freedom to make mistakes
without fear of judgment. It is in this space of uncondi-
tionalacceptance thatchildrenbegin to take healthyrisks,
step outside their comfort zones, and build the indepen-
dence necessary for adulthood.

Beyond loveand guidance, parentsalso teach essential
life skills—often through the simplest daily routines.
Involving children in cooking, cleaning, budgeting, or
planning their time not only makes them more capable
but also instills a sense of responsibility. These are the
buildingblocks ofindependence, equipping children with
the tools they’ll need to navigate the world on their own.

Perhapsone of the most profound, yet often overlooked,
influences parents have is on how their children relate to
others. The way love is shown, arguments are resolved,
and emotions are handled within the home becomes a
blueprint forhow childrenapproachrelationships outside
it. A child who grows up feeling respected and supported
is more likely to seek—and offer—that same respect and
empathyintheirownfriendships, partnerships,and com-
munities. Parenting is not about being perfect. It's about
being present. It’s about showing up—not just physically,
but emotionally, day after day, through triumphs and
setbacks. The bond between parent and child, built over
time through trust,love,and consistency, forms the invis-
ible scaffolding on which the future is built.Ina world full
of distractions, that connection remains one of the most
powerful forces in shaping not just a child’s destiny, but
the future of society itself.

The author is a regular columnist
and freelance writer

Can Be Great Techers

N

G

I

m Vijay Garg

In the world of journalism, sources are not just
providers of information; they are often invaluable
teachers. This is a fundamental concept for journal-
ists, from seasoned professionals to students just
starting out. Here's a breakdown of why and how
sources serve as great teachers:

Subject Matter Experts: Sources are often experts
in their fields. A journalist covering a new scientific
discovery will speak with a scientist, a political
reporter will interview a politician or policy expert,
and a business writer will consult with economists
or company executives. Through these interviews,
journalists gain a deep understanding of complex
topics, allowing them to translate that knowledge
into accessible and accurate stories for the public.
The source teaches the journalist the "what" and the
"why" of the story.

Providing Context and Nuance: Beyond the basic
facts,good sources provide contextand nuance. They
can explain the historical background of a situation,
the motivations of different players, and the potential
consequences of an event. This prevents a journalist
from simply reporting on a surface-level event and
instead allows them to create amore comprehensive,
meaningful, and well-rounded story. They help the

journalist understand the bigger picture and the
subtleties of an issue.

Ethicaland Professional Lessons: The relationship
between a journalist and a source is built on trust
and ethical considerations. A journalist learns from
sources about the importance of being accurate, fair,
and transparent. They learn how to handle sensitive
information, protect anonymous sources when
necessary,and navigate potential conflicts of interest.
These interactions are practical lessons in journalis-
tic ethics and professionalism.

Expanding Worldview: Journalists are constant-
ly meeting people from all walks of life. Each new
source provides adifferent perspective on the world.
A journalist might interview a CEO one day and an
activist fromagrassroots organization the next. These
diverseinteractions broaden ajournalist's worldview,
challenge their own assumptions, and foster a more
empathetic and balanced approach to storytelling.

Teaching the Art of Interviewing: The process of
interviewing a source is a skill in itself. Sources can
"teach” a journalist how to be a better interviewer
by responding to different types of questions. A
journalist learns how to listen actively, follow up on
adetail,and ask questions that encourage the source
to provide thoughtful, detailed answers.

In essence, a journalist's career is a continuous
education, with sources servingas their most frequent
and valuable teachers. The knowledge, context, and
ethical insights gained from these interactions are
what elevate journalism from a simple relay of facts
to a crucial and insightful public service.

Vijay Garg Retired Principal Educational
columnist Eminent Educationist street kour
Chand MHR Malout Punjab
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The Neur
of Brain Freez

m Surinderpal Singh

Brainfreeze or cold stimulus headache
is medically termed as sphenopalatine
ganglioneuralgia, is a short-lasting but
intense headache thatoccurs when some
cold eatablessuchasice creamorachilled
beverage, comes into sudden contact
with the roof of the mouth or the back
ofthe throat. Despite being harmlessand
self-limiting brain freeze has attracted
the attention of the neuroscientists, the
doctors and ordinary people alike due
toitsunique mechanismand surprising
intensity. Understanding the physiology
behind thiscommon experience provides
insights not only into the headache dis-
orders but also into how the brain per-
ceives and processes the pain.

Mechanism Behind Brain Freeze
N SuddenTemperature Changes
in the Mouth
When an extremely cold substance
touches the palate (roof of the mouth),
the blood vessels in this region rapidly
constrict and then dilate. This abrupt
vascular response is believed to trigger
the pain.
N Involvement of the Trigeminal
Nerve
The trigeminal nerve, a cranial nerve
responsible for sensation in the face and
head, transmits these pain signalsto the
brain. Since the nerve covers both the
mouth and the forehead, the brain mis-
interprets the origin of pain—creating
theillusion that the forehead is epicenter
of the pain. This phenomenon is known
as referred pain.
N IncreasedBloodFlowandintra-
cranial Pressure
The dilation of blood vessels increas-
esblood flow, temporarily altering intra-
cranial pressure. This is similar to what
occurs in migraine attacks.This fact
explains that why people prone to
migraines oftenreportbrain freeze more

frequently.
N Sphenopalatine Ganglion
Involvement

The sphenopalatine ganglion,anerve
cluster behind the nose, plays a crucial
role in relaying pain sensations. Its sud-
denstimulation by cold leads to the sharp,
stabbing sensation associated with brain
freeze.

Factors Responsible forBrain Freeze
N Temperature of Ingested Sub-
stance

The colder the food or drink, the
higher the likelihood of triggering the
brain freeze.Itemslikeice cream, frozen
fooditemsandiced beverages are classic
culprits for the sudden pain attacks.

A Speed of Consumption

Drinking or eating cold items rapidly
exposes the palate and throat to sudden
temperature changes therebyincreasing
the risk of the brain freeze.

N Surface Area Contact

When a large volume of cold mate-
rial touches the palate at once it exag-
gerates vascular and nerve responses.
This would instantly trigger the brain
freeze.

N Individual Sensitivity

Peoplevaryintheir susceptibility and
sensitivity. Those with migraine disor-
dersare often more prone to brain freeze
suggesting shared pathways between
the two conditions.

N Environmental Temperature

Paradoxically, consuming extremely
cold foods in hot weather may make
brain freeze more likely because blood
vessels are already dilated from heat,
making the constriction-dilation
response more dramatic.

What Exaggerates Brain Freeze?

N Larger Gulp Sizes: Swallowing
big sips ofice-coldbeverages
delivers a stronger stimulus to
the palate.

N Holding ColdFoods Againstthe
Palate: Allowing ice cream or
ice cubes to rest on the roof of
the mouth increases nerve
stimulation.

N Dehydration: Reduced blood

science

flow regulation may exagger-
ate vascular changes making
pain sharper.

N Migraine Predisposition: As
mentioned, migraine sufferers
oftenexperience strongerand
longer-lasting brain freezes.

N High Sensory Sensitivity: Some
individuals have lower pain
thresholds or more reactive
trigeminal nerves, exaggerat-
ing the response.

Clinical Significance

Though benign, brain freeze is more
than just a curiosity. Scientists studying it
havedrawn parallelstovascularheadaches
and migraineresearch, providingasimple
model for understanding sudden-onset
headache mechanisms. This could poten-
tially contribute to better treatments for
more severe headache disorders.

Brain freeze may last only for few
seconds but its intensity and universal-
ity had made it an important subject of
scientific curiosity. At its core, the phe-
nomenon reflects the delicate interplay
between vascular responses, cranial
nerve signaling and the brain’s interpre-
tation of pain. Factors such as rapid con-
sumption of cold foods, migraine sus-
ceptibility and environmental conditions
canall exaggerate the experience. While
brain freeze is harmless, this fleeting
pain serves as a window into the brain’s
complex pain pathways, reminding us
of how finely tuned yet sometimes “con-
fused” our nervous system can be.

The author is a Faculty in Science
Sri Amritsar Sahib Punjab

Mental Health Screening
- AMust Do for Youth

® Imran Raina

Ouryoung generationis carryingaburden
heavier than ever before. Academic stress,
career pressure, social media comparisons,
peer expectations, and family responsibilities
are quietly eating away at their peace of mind.
Yet, when it comes to mental health, silence
and stigmastillrule. This silence is dangerous.
Itistimetosayitloud and clear: mental health
screening for youth is a must, not a choice. In
today’s fast-changing world, the youth are
facing pressures like never before. Academic
competition, the race for jobs, constantexpo-
sure to social media, and family or peer expec-
tations often combine to create a heavy bur-
den on young minds. Unfortunately, mental
healthisstill surrounded by stigma andsilence,
especially in countries like India, where dis-
cussingone’semotional strugglesis oftenseen
as a weakness. This is precisely why mental
health screening for youth has become not
just important, but essential.

Adolescence and early adulthood are for-
mative years. During this phase, the brain is
still developing, identities are being shaped,
and future life paths are being chosen. If
mental healthissues such as anxiety, depres-
sion, substance use, or suicidal tendencies go
unnoticed atthis stage, they canderail ayoung
person’s education, relationships,and career.

According to the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO), one in seven adolescents (aged
10-19) experience amental disorder. Depres-
sion, anxiety, and behavioral problems are
among the leading causes of illness and dis-
ability in young people. Yet, most of these
conditions go undiagnosed and untreated.
This gap highlights the urgency of regular
mental health screenings.

There must be mental screening for our
youth. Mental health screening is a simple
process that uses questionnaires, interviews,
or digital tools to identify early signs of psy-
chological distress. Just as schools and col-
leges organize health check-ups for eyesight,
dental care, or nutrition, mental health screen-
ing ensures that hidden emotional struggles
arealsobrought tolight. Importantly, screen-
ing does not label anyone; it simply actsas an
early warning system, helping youth access
support before a problem worsens.

Many young people today silently fight
battles that others cannot see. A student who
always appears cheerful may be experiencing
panic attacks. Another may be excelling aca-
demically while secretly struggling with
depression. Some may resort to substance
use, gaming addiction, or even self-harm to
cope with stress. Without screening and open
discussions, these struggles often remain
hidden until a crisis occurs.

Social media has added a new layer of
complexity. Constant comparison, cyber bul-
lying, and the pressure to maintaina “perfect
life” online have been linked to increasing

cases of anxiety and low self-esteem among
teenagers. Regular screening can help iden-
tify such risks early and provide counseling
or peer-support options.

There are various benefits of Mental Health
Screening. Catching problems like anxiety,
depression, or suicidal thoughts in the early
stages can prevent long-term consequences.
Also With proper guidance, counseling, or
therapy, young people can learn coping skills
before issues escalate. Making screening
routine normalizes conversations about men-
tal health, encouraging students to open up
without fear. When schools and colleges
prioritize mental health, the overall environ-
ment becomes supportive and inclusive.

Educationalinstitutions play a central role
in shaping the mental well-being of youth.
Mandatory annual mental health screenings,
conducted confidentially by trained psy-
chologists or counselors, should be integrat-
ed into school health programs. Workshops,
peer-support groups, and awareness cam-
paigns can further strengthen this initiative.

Parents also need to be sensitized. Often,
whenssigns of distress such as irritability, with-
drawal, or declining grades appear, they are
dismissed as “normal teenage behavior.” With
screening reports in hand, parents can better
understand their children’s struggles and sup-
portthemwithcompassionratherthancriticism.

Despiteits benefits, mental health screening
still faces resistance. Stigma, lack of awareness,
and shortage of trained professionals are major
hurdles. Many fear that beingidentified as hav-
ing a mental health condition could affect a
student’sreputation or future opportunities. To
overcome these barriers, it is vital that screen-
ings are conducted confidentially, results are
handled sensitively,and awareness campaigns
educatecommunities thatmental healthis just
as important as physical health.

Technology can also be a game-changer.
Mobile applications and online screening tools
can provide accessible, private, and user-
friendly ways for young people to check their
mental well-being. In rural and remote areas
where professionals may not be available,
digital platforms can bridge the gap.

Mental health screening for youthis nota
luxury; it is a necessity. Just as society would
neverignorea child suffering fromahigh fever
or chronic pain, it should not turn away from
thesilent pain of stress, anxiety, or depression.
Policy makers, educators, parents, and com-
munity leaders must come together to insti-
tutionalize regular screenings and follow them
up with accessible mental health services.

The youth are the backbone of the nation,
itsdreamers and doers. Protecting their men-
tal well-being is not only an act of care for
individuals but also an investment in the
future. By making mental health screening a
must-do for youth, we ensure that they are
notjustsurvivingbut thriving - ready to take
on the challenges of life with resilience, con-
fidence, and hope.

Now the choiceis ours: ignore the warning
signs and lose our young talent, or act now
and give them the care they deserve.

The Wiriter is a Teacher hailing from
Kangan Ganderbal. He is a Regular
Contributor to The Headlines Today)
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Div Com Jammu reviews restoration of essential
services, road network in rain affected areas

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

JAMMU, AUG 28: Divisional
Commissioner Jammu Ramesh
Kumar, reviewed the status of res-
toration of essential services
including Power supply, water sup-
ply,road connectivity, mobile net-
work and movement of traffic
affected by recentincessantrains.

The meeting was attended by
Managing Director JPDCL, IGP traf-
fic, Commissioner JMC, Deputy
Commissioners and SSPs, Chief
engineers of PDD, PWD, PHE, Direc-
tor Food and Civil Supplies, Heads
and officials of BRO,NHAI, NHIDCL,
Indian Oil Corporation and mobile
service providers.

The Divisional Commissioner
tookstockofthe areas that suffered
damages to infrastructure and
disruption of essential services in
each district.

The Regional Officer NHAI
apprised the DivCom that restora-
tion work of the severely affected
portion of NH44 at Samroli in

Udhampur shall be completed by
tomorrow evening. The Div Com
directed him to augment the men
and machinery.

The officials of PWD, PDD and
PHE were also directed to closely
monitor the restoration works of
their respective departments for
speedy resumption of services.

He asked the PHE department
to take sampling of water in the
waterlogged and flood affected
water supply schemes before

[ webllnk

ui.Ka

declaring these safe for use.

The Deputy Commissioners
weredirected tofacilitate and sup-
port the men and field staff on the
ground, especially designated to
restore essential servicesin Towns
and remote and hilly areas.

The SSP traffic rural apprised
the Divisional Commissioner about
the regulation plan for movement
oftrafficand trucks carryingessen-
tial supplies from Lakhanpur to
Kashmir via Mughal road.

Directions were also issued for
immediate distribution ofadequate
relief material to people of all
affected areas.

He also took stock of the avail-
ability of ration supply and essen-
tialcommoditiesinall districtsand
directed the concerned District
Administrations to conduct the
damage assessment of movable/
immovable property, livestock,
crops and land in their respective
districts.

Dar Family of Suchipora and
BLO President Ab Hamid Bereaved
Daughter of Gh Hassan Dar passed

away. Laid to rest in Kreeri

Several socio- political and religious organizations
express condolence and sympathies

B Aashig Hussain

KREERI, AUG 28: Daughter of Gh
Hassan Dar and sister in law of BLO
President Ab Hamid Naseema Bano
who died Wednesday Evening SKIMS
Srinagarwas laid torestat herancestral
graveyard in Muradabad Kreeri on
Wednesday morning.

His funeral prayers were held at
Suchipora Kreeri in which A large
number of people from different orga-
nizations attended the funeral prayers
and paid a rich tributes.

The deceased had been suffering
from illness for the past few months.

Various religious, social, political
organisations have condoled with the
bereaved family. Former BDC chair-

man and BJP Senior Leader GM Sofi
,Chairman JKGCWF Syed Shahmeem
Ahmad,Senior NCleader Yaqoob wani,
JK News Network (JKNN) and Head-
lines Today management and various
Journalists express its sympathies
and solidarity with the bereaved fam-
ily especially with BLO President Ab
Hamid Ahmad.Senior NC Leader
Mohd Yaqoob Wani expressed has
expressed deep shock and grief over
demise of Daughter of Gh Hassan Dar
and Sister in.law of Ab Hamid In a
condolence message Senior NC Lead-
er Mohd Yaqoob express heartfelt
sympathies with the bereaved fam-
ily especially with BLO President Ab
Hamid and pray for peace to the
departed soul.

DIG Udhampur-Reasi, DC mspect restoration work on andsllde hlt road stretches on NH-44

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

UDHAMPUR, AUG 28: Deputy
Inspector General (DIG) Police
Udhampur-Reasi Range Sarah
Rizvi,along with Deputy Commis-
sioner Udhampur, Saloni Rai, SSP
Traffic, Additional SP today con-
ducted an extensive inspection of
therestoration work fromJakhani
toChenanistretchofNational High-
way-44whichwasseverely affect-
ed due to recent heavy rains.

The DC took a detailed stock
ofthe clearance operations being
executed by the concerned agen-
cies on a war-footing basis. She
directed the teams on ground to
ensure speedy debris clearance
and adopt all possible measures

to restore vehicular movement
at the earliest. While reviewing
the pace of work, the DCUdham-
pur emphasized that restoring

safe and smooth connectivity is
the top priority of the district
administration. She urged the
field functionaries to maintain

close coordination and deploy
adequate menand machinery for
uninterrupted operations.

DIG Udhampur-Reasi Range

Sara Rizvi also reviewed the
arrangements to ensure safety
and security of commuters dur-
ing the clearance process. She
stressed effective regulation of
traffic and circulation of neces-
saryadvisories toavoid any incon-
venience to the public.

The executing agency
informed thatifthe weather con-
ditions remain clear, connectiv-
ity on the Udhampur-Chenani
stretch of NH-44 is expected to
be restored by this evening.

The district administration
hasappealed to the general pub-
lic to avoid unnecessary travel
until full restoration is complet-
ed and follow traffic advisories
issued from time to time.
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DC Reasi conducts tour of rain, landslide-affected areas;

Chairs meeting to review restoration measures

m HT News Desk / DIPR

REASI, AUG 28: Deputy Commis-
sioner Reasi Nidhi Malik conducted
an extensive tour of rain and land-
slide-affected areas today to assess
damages and overseerelief measures.

Accompanied by officersfromline
departments, the DC inspected the
water supply lines damaged by a
landslide at Sulla Road near IRP
Chowk. She directed the Jal Shakti
Department to immediately repair
all damaged pipelines and ensure
uninterrupted water supply to the
public. The DC then reviewed the
restoration work on the PMGSY
Kheral-Jeri Road, where a landslide
had disrupted connectivity. She
instructed the XEN PWD to use JCB
machines to create motorable pas-
sages to avoid traffic congestion.

While listening to public griev-
ances regarding the washing away of
Gupta Ganga Road at Kasi Parta due
to flash floods, the DC directed the
XEN PWD to construct a temporary
crate walland otherimmediate mea-
sures for restoring connectivity and
toexplore possibilities foranalternate
road until permanent repairs are
completed. Continuing the visit, the
Deputy Commissioner inspected
damaged and sinking spots on the
Reasi-Katra Road near Dera Baba
Road. Shedirected officials toensure
road safety by placing gunny bags
anddrums near the damaged portions
to prevent mishaps and emphasized
the use of quality material in repair
works for durability.

Onherreturn, DCNidhi Malikalso
inspected the PWD quarters in Rea-
si, where sinking land has posed a
threat to the structures. She directed
the XEN to work out a solution to
ensure safety. The PDD department

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Baramulla

NOTICE INVITING E- TENDERS
NIT No: E-NIT No. 07/EE/PMGSY/Bla-e-Tendering of 2025-26 | Dated: 25-08-2025.

Fer and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Executive Engineer PMGSY Division
Baramulla invites e-tender on Percentage Basis for the following works from the eligible & approved contractors of J&K Govt. CPWD,

wasinstructed to explore the shifting
of an electric substation to a safer
location. She also inspected the DC
Office road, where cracks had devel-
oped and ordered its immediate
repair. The DC further directed the
PDD department to ensure timely
repair of damaged electricity lines
and provide adequate power supply
for public convenience.

Later, the Deputy Commissioner
chaired a review meeting attended
by SDMs, XENs of PWD, PMGSY, J]M,
besides officers of other concerned
departments.

During the meeting, SDMs briefed
the Deputy Commissioner about the
ground situation in their respective
jurisdictions, informing that several
roads were blocked due tolandslides.
Machinery hasalready beendeployed
to expedite clearance works.

The DC directed SDMs to ensure
that damaged roads are restored at
the earliest and alternate routes are
made available to maintain uninter-

rupted connectivity.

Givingadepartmental update, the
XEN of PWD and PMGSY stated that
most roads have been partially
restored and made motorable, while
the remaining stretches will be
cleared soon.The DCinstructed PWD
and PMGSY to continue restoration
work on a war footing, while direct-
ing the PDD and PHE departments to
ensure adequate electricity and water
supply for the public.

Taking stock of the Katra-Reasi
Road landslide, the DCdirected SDM
Katra to ensure proper diversion of
vehicles through the Banganga Road
for public convenience she also
instructed SDM Mahore and SDM
Dharmari to remain extra vigilant
duetothe highervulnerability of their
hilly subdivisions. The meeting was
attended by ADCRakesh Kumar, ACR
Nitin Verma, Tehsildar Reasi, XENs of
PWD and PMGSY, among other offi-
cers.SDMs from various subdivisions
joined virtually.

Motorcyclist Killed in Hit-
and-Run Case in Srinagar
m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, AUG 28: A 40-year-old man was killed
in an alleged hit-and-run incident near the old bus

stand at Batamaloo on Thursday.

Officials said the man, riding a motorcycle bearing

®© 00 ©

registration number JKO1 AD 7021, was allegedly hit
by an unknown vehicle which fled from the spot
immediately after the accident. The victim sustained
serious head injuries and was found lying on the road.

Apasserby, rushed the injured motorcyclist to SMHS

Hospital. However, doctors there declared him brought

dead. The victim was later on identified as Farooq

Ahmad, a resident of Nowgam Srinagar.
Police have taken cognizance of the incident and a

case hasbeenregistered. Efforts are underway to trace

the absconding auto driver.

Railways MES and other States/Central Government.

S.No | Name of work with Package No. | Advt. Cost | T.D Cost | E/M Bid | Time | Class
incl GST Security
1 Restoration of road from L029- | 14.93 600/- 29860/- | 60 B, C & D class in PWD or equivalent in
Chatoosa to Tangmulla, Package Days | CPWD / Railways and other state
No. JK03-212 Governments
2 Restoration of road from Dudbugh | 9.65 600/- 19300/- | 60 C & D class in PWD or equivalent in
to Checki Dudbugh, Package No. Days | CPWD / Railways and other state
JK03-91 Governments
3 Restoration of road from Bohru | 14.85 800/- 29700/- | 60 B, C & D class in PWD or equivalent in
Mandir to Hajibal, Package No. Days | CPWD / Railways and other state
JK03-47 Governments
4 Restoration of road from L049- Shiva | 21.12 800/- 42240/- | 60 B & C class in PWD or equivalent in
Kharma, Package No. JK03-240 Days | CPWD / Railways and other state
Governments
5 Restoration of road from L056- | 3.31 200/- 6620/- 60 & D class in PWD or equivalentin CPWD
Pachar to Masjid Angan, Package Days | /Railwaysand other state Governments
No. JK03-263
6 Restoration of road from Khadiniyar | 6.45 300/- 12900/- | 60 C & D class in PWD or equivalent in
to Branar, Package No. JK03-264 Days | CPWD / Railways and other state
Governments
7 Restoration of road from Lisser to | 3.53 200/- 7060/- 60 D class in PWD or equivalent in CPWD
Satrina, Package No. JK03-2008 Days | /Railwaysand other state Governments
8 Restoration of road from L028- | 20.82 800/- 41640/- | 60 B & C class in PWD or equivalent in
Hatchipora to Chatoosa Package Days | CPWD / Railways and other state
No. JK03-220 Governments
9 Restoration of road from Kakauthal | 12.3 600/- 24600/- | 60 B, C & D class in PWD or equivalent in
to Branner, Package No. JK03-262 Days | CPWD / Railways and other state
Governments
10 Restoration of road from- Kohlina | 9.82 600/- 19640/- | 60 C & D class in PWD or equivalent in
to Rangwar, Package No. JK03-261 Days | CPWD / Railways and other state
Governments

Tender Call: 1st

Time and Date of opening of Tenders online Technical Bid: 04-09-2025 at 11:00 AM

Position of A.A: Accorded
Position of T.S: Accorded

Major Head of Account: - M.H-5054, Sub Head: 2181.

The important dates and time are as under:

Date of issue of tender notice

25-08-2025

Period of downloading of bidding documents

26-08-2025 at 02.30 PM

Bid submission start date

26-08-2025 at 02.30 PM

Bid submission end date

03-09-2025 upto 04.30 PM

VR |W|N

Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)

04-09-2025 11.00 AM

Cost of Bid Form (non-refundable) should be submitted only in form of e-challan/treasury challan/receipt favouring Executive
Engineer PMGSY Division Baramulla by crediting the requisite charges to MH 0059(Revenue).
All other terms and conditions shall be same as published in the NIT No. 07/EE/PMGSY/Bla/e-Tendering of 2025-26, Dated:

25.08.2025.

DIPK: 5598/25 |

Dated: 28-08-2025

Sd/- Executive Engineer
PMGSY Division Baramulla
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Secretary RDD reviews progress of SBM-G across J&K

Also discuss roadmap for rollout of SBM 3.0

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR,AUG28:Secretary,
Rural Development Department
(RDD) and Panchayati Raj, Mo-
hammad AijazAsad today chaired
a high-level meeting to assess
the progress of Swachh Bharat
Mission-Gramin (SBM-G) in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended
by DG Rural Sanitation, Anoo
Malhotra; Directors RDD Kash-
mirand Jammu, Shabir Hussain
Bhat and Shehnaz Akhtar; Di-
rector Panchayati Raj, Sham
Lal; Deputy Secretary, Tahir
Ahmad Magray; Superintend-
ing Engineers REW Kashmir
and Jammu; ACDs, ACPs, BDOs,
and Executive Engineers REW,
among others.

The meeting reviewed key
issues including the status of
AIP 2025-26, functionality of
SBM-G assets, transition of
non-ODF+ villages to ODF+
model villages, IHHL construc-
tion gaps and pending citizen
applications, progress under
GOBARdhan, and preparations
for Swachh Survekshan Grameen
(SSG) 2025 and the rollout of
SBM-G 3.0.

Reviewing the pace of tender-
ing and allocation of sanitation
infrastructure-community
sanitary complexes, compost
pits, soakpits, segregation sheds,
and waste management unit,
the Secretary stressed on expe-
diting completion and opera-
tionalization of assets to deliver
tangible benefits torural house-

holds, especially indistricts with
low completion rates.

He emphasized on strict
documentation, transparency
and daily monitoring of prog-

ress at the district level, un-
derscoring that timely execu-
tion of sanitation projects is
vital to achieving SBM-G objec-
tives.

The Secretary also called for
swift closure of IHHL gaps and
disposal of pending citizen ap-
plications to ensure fair access
to sanitation facilities for all

eligible households.

On GOBARdhan scheme, the
Secretary directed officials to
address feasibility challenges to
fast-track biogas initiatives.

Regarding SSG 2025, he in-
structed strengthening of doc-
umentation and evidence up-
loading for digital verification,
ensuring assets are accurately
mapped and reported as per
national standards.

Outlining contours of SBM-G
3.0,the Secretary urged adoption
of cluster-based waste manage-
ment innovative technologies
like waste-to-energy and biochar,
and PPP models for plastic re-
cycling. He highlighted the need
for sustainable funding mecha-
nisms and resilient systems
suited toJ&K’sterrainand climate.

Hereiterated theimportance
of convergence with MGNREGA,
along with technology-driven
monitoring and improved imple-
mentation, to make rural sanita-
tion sustainable, equitable, and
future-ready. He also underlined
the need for capacity building
and technical handholding for
effective management of assets
such as stabilization ponds and
plastic waste units.

During the meeting, DG Ru-
ral Sanitation presented adetailed
progress report and challenges
under SBM-G, covering assets
including community sanitary
complexes, plastic waste man-
agement units, greywater sys-
tems, DEWATS, soak pits, and
GOBARdhan plants across the
UT.

DC Reviews Flood Relief, Restoration

Measures in Jammu City
B HT News Desk / DIPR

JAMMU, AUG 28: Deputy Commissioner Jammu,
Dr. Rakesh Minhas, today conducted an extensive
tour of the flood-affected areas of Jammu city to take
stock of the situation and review the ongoing relief,
rehabilitation, and restoration measures being car-
ried out by the district administration.

The Deputy Commissioner visited Greater Kailash,
Jogi Gate, and Gujjar Nagar localities—some of the
worst-affected areas—and interacted with residents
to assess their immediate needs.

Power and Basic Amenities

At Greater Kailash, Dr. Minhas inspected the
power receiving station, which had suffered exten-
sive damage due to flooding. He directed engineers
of the Power Development Department to immedi-
ately restore power supply and take preventive mea-

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

KATHUA, AUG28: Deputy Com-
missioner Kathua Rajesh Sharma
today chaired a meeting of con-
cerned departments toreview the
situationarisingin the aftermath
ofincessantrains and flash floods
across the district.

During the meeting, the DC
directed the departments of PWD,
PDD and PHE to ensure early res-
toration of road connectivity,
power supply and water services
inthe affected areas. Heinstruct-
ed that all temporary restoration
works be executed strictly under

SDRF norms and guidelines.

The DC also directed the PHE
Department to provide water sup-
ply through tanker services in the
affected areas until the pipelines
arerestored. The XEN PHE apprised
the meeting about the status of
drinking water supply and the ar-
rangements being made toresume
full-fledged services at the earliest.

The DCasked the ChiefEduca-
tion Officer to make a detailed
assessment of damages to school
infrastructure and prepare a plan
for repairs within the Rs 2 lakh
ceiling under SDRF guidelines for
quick restoration.

The ADC Billawar and SDM
Hiranagar joined the meeting
through virtual mode. They in-
formed the chair about the situ-
ation in their respective jurisdic-
tions. The DC asked for system-
atic on-ground assessment of
damages by stakeholder depart-
ments to prepare acomprehensive
plan for permanent restoration.

While reviewing the road con-
nectivity scenario, the DCdirected
for the restoration of the Basohli-
Mahanpur on war footing, with
inputs from the Geological Survey
of India for devising a permanent
solution to frequent damages. He

assured that funds for majorresto-
ration works will be projected to
the government for timely release.

The DC stressed close inter-
departmental coordination and
optimum use of men and machin-
ery to mitigate the hardships be-
ing faced by the people affected
byincessantrainsand flash floods.

Regarding the damage caused
to the District AYUSH and JPDCL
office buildings due to flash floods
inSahar Khad, the DCdirected SE
PWD to undertake timely protec-
tion works along the structures
to prevent further damage.

The meeting was informed that

DC Kathua chairs meeting to review post-rainfall situation; Stresses
timely restoration of affected roads, services

over30roads,including Katli Road,
Dilwan Road, KumriKathera Road
and several roads in Bani areas,
have been marred by flash floods
and landslides.

The DC asked the field officers
to remain stationed in affected
areastooversee restoration works
and maintain constant commu-
nication with the District Admin-
istration for quick response and
support.

ADDC KathuaSurinder Mohan,
ADCKathuaVishavjeet Singh, CPO
Kathua Ranjit Thakur, CEO Kath-
ua and other concerned officers
were also present.

sures to safeguard critical infrastructure in the future.
He informed that while power supply has already
been restored in most of Jammu city, the Greater
Kailash area will also be restored by this evening.

The Deputy Commissioner also reviewed the
restoration of drinking water supply, which had been
disrupted due to damage in pipelines and pumping
stations. He assured residents that water supply will
be back to normal by tomorrow in a phased manner.

Relief Operations in Full Swing

While addressing residents at Jogi Gate, Dr.Minhas
emphasized that the administration has prioritized
the removal of muck and debris from houses and
roads. “For this purpose, 40 JCB machines have been
deployed, and the process is being coordinated by
Tehsildars and BDOs to ensure swift clearance,” he
said.

Highlighting the administration’s commitment
to food security during the crisis, the DC stated,
“Nobody should go hungry in this situation.” He
informed that the districtadministration has already
distributed 10,000 food packets in the affected areas,
along with dry ration kits, and more supplies are
being mobilized.

Healsodirected the health department to ensure
availability of medicines and mobile medical teams
in flood-hit areas, with special focus on preventing
the spread of waterborne diseases.

Public Urged to Use Water Judiciously Amid Supply Disruption

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

Director Agriculture Jammu Holds
Meeting with Insurance Companies
Regarding Crop Loss

purposes. non-essential uses.
Restoration Work in Full Swing . Store water carefully and
The Chief Engineer stated that ensurethereisnoleakage fromhouse-
field teams and engineers of thede-  hold tanks.
partment are working round-the- . Report burst pipelines or
clock despite challenging conditions  leakages immediately to the nearest
torestore the disrupted water sup-  Jal Shakti office for prompt action.
ply infrastructure. He added that The ChiefEngineerreiterated that
temporary arrangements are also  while the department is making all-
being made in some severely af- out efforts to complete restoration,
fected pockets to minimize hardship  public cooperationisessential to man-
to the public. age available resources during the
“Ourteamsareonthegroundcar- disruption period.
rying out repair and replacement of Government’s Commitment
damaged pipelines, pumping machin- He further assured that the Jal
ery, and electrical components. We  Shakti Department is closely monitor-
are committed to restoring normal ing the situation and that adequate
water supply at the earliest possible manpowerand machinery have been
time,” he said. deployed toexpediterepairs. “Normal
Appeal for Public Cooperation supply will be restored at the earliest
the public to bear with the temporary The departmenthasurgedcitizens  possible time. We request citizens to
inconvenience and to make judicious  to: remain patient and support the de-
use of available water, prioritizing . Avoid wastage of watersuch ~ partment in this difficult phase,” he
it strictly for drinking and cooking as washing cars, gardening, or other added.

Social Welfare Department Rajouri Organizes Senior
Citizen Wellness Camp at Sunderbani

JAMMU, AUG 28: Continuous
adverse weather conditions have
caused widespread damage to the
infrastructure of the Jal Shakti (PHE)
Department in Jammu, leading to
major disruptions in water supply
across several areas. The situation
has been further compounded by
damage to the power supply network,
which has affected the functioning
of pumping stations and water treat-
ment plants.

Chief Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE)
Department Jammu, Er. Mohammad
Hanief, informed that water supply
in a number of localities is likely to
remain affected until restoration
work is completed. He appealed to

m HT News Desk / DIPR

JAMMU, AUG 28: Director Agriculture Jammu,
Anil Gupta, today convened a crucial meeting with
the State Heads of Insurance Companies to address
theissue of crop loss and damage caused by incessant
rains and landslides and to ensure timely redressal
under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMF-
BY).

The meeting, held at the Directorate of Agriculture,
Krishi Bhawan, Talab Tillo, was attended by State
Head Bajaj Allianz General Insurance Sonu Kashyap,
State Head Reliance General Insurance Mahavir Singh,
Nodal Officer PMFBY (DAJ) Anirudh Bhat, besides
senior departmental officers, representatives of in-
surance companies, and staff members.

Focus on Timely Redressal

The primary agenda of the meeting was to review
the registration of crop loss intimations following
the recent spell of heavy rains and landslides that
have caused considerable damage to standing crops
across multiple districts of Jammu division.

Director Agriculture impressed upon all officers
and field functionaries to mobilize farmers at the
grassroots level and ensure that every affected farm-
er registers their crop loss intimation. He highlight-
ed the two key helpline facilities available under

PMFBY:
B HT News Desk / DIPR 5 i, S nutrition. . Toll-Free Number: 14447
‘ . | Strong Community Participa- . WhatsApp Number: 7065514447

SUNDERBANI, AUG 28: On
the directions of Deputy Com-
missioner Rajouri Abhishek
Sharma, the Social Welfare
Department Rajouri, in col-
laboration with Brahma Kumaris
NGO and the AYUSH Depart-
ment, today organized a special
Wellness Camp for Senior Cit-
izens at PWD Dak Bunglow,
Sunderbani.

The camp was coordinated by
Tehsil Social Welfare Officer
(TSWO) Rahul Puri, under the
guidance of District Social Welfare
Officer (DSWO) Abdul Raheem
and the overall supervision of the
Deputy Commissioner Rajouri.

Focus on Emotional and Social
Well-being

The programme commenced
with aheartwarming counselling
session conducted by the Brahma

Speakers also sensitized the .

participantsabout theirlegalrights
and informed them about various .
government schemes and welfare

Old Age Pension cases

pension-related grievances

Sanctioning of pending

Immediate redressal of

Kumaris team, which highlighted
the importance of emotional well-
ness, mental peace, and social
connectedness in the lives of se-
nior citizens. The session includ-
ed interactive discussions on
positive thinking, strategies to
overcome loneliness, and adopt-
ing a healthy lifestyle for graceful
ageing.

®© 00 ©

initiatives available for the el-
derly, including social security
pensions, healthinsurance cover-
age, and support services under
the Atal Vayo Abhyuday Yojna.

On-the-Spot Services for Senior
Citizens

The camp provided multiple
on-the-spot facilities to benefit
participants, such as:

. Assistance regarding

arrears of pensions

. Guidance onapplication
procedures for welfare schemes

This initiative ensured

elderly citizens not only received

counselling and medical sup

butalsodirectadministrative as-

sistance under one roof.

Health and Wellness Compo-

nent

Aspartofthe medical outreach,
Dr.Manish and his team from the

AYUSH Department conducte
detailed health check-up dri

covering vital parameters such
as blood pressure, sugar levels,
and general wellness screening.

that The medical team also distr

port dietary supplements to all p

tion

The camp, organized under
the framework of the Atal Vayo
Abhyuday Yojna (AVYAY), wit-
nessed enthusiastic participation
fromover 150 senior citizensdrawn
from different areas of Sunder-
bani.The eventreflected the gov-
ernment’s strong commitment to
improving the overall well-being,
dignity, and quality of life of the
elderly population in Rajouri dis-
trict.

Voices of Appreciation

Participants expressed grat-
itude to the districtadministra-
tion for organizing such amean-
ingful initiative and demanded
that similar camps be held
regularly in other tehsils of the
district. They appreciated the
multi-departmental approach

da that combined emotional sup-

By promptly reporting losses, farmers can become
eligible for timely compensation under the scheme,
thereby safeguarding their livelihoods.

Field-Level Coordination

The Director Agriculture directed insurance com-
panies to deploy their field staff immediately to af-
fected areas, work in close coordination with Agri-
culture Extension Officers and Panchayat-level work-
ers,and actively participate in the on-ground assess-
ment of crop damage.

He said that awareness campaigns must be in-
tensified at the Panchayat and block levels to ensure
that farmers are not left unaware of the procedures
for reporting crop damage and claiming insurance
benefits.

Empathy with Farmers

Expressing concern for the affected farmers, Anil
Gupta said:

“Therecent heavyrains and landslides have caused
immense hardship to our farming community. Many
farmers have suffered serious losses to their stand-
ing crops. The Department of Agriculture is fully
committed to standing shoulder to shoulder with

uted free AYUSH medicines and

ticipants, while offering guidance
on holistic health practices like
yoga, meditation, and balanced

ve,
a single platform.
ib-

dar-

steps.

port, health services, and ad-
ministrative facilitation under

DSWO Abdul Raheem, while
interacting with the senior citizens,
assured them that the department
will continue to prioritize the needs
of the elderly and make welfare
services accessible at their door-

without delay.”

them during this crisis. I strongly appeal to all farm-
ers to immediately register their crop losses under
PMFBY. Timely registration will help us process claims
quickly and ensure that compensation reaches you

Insurance Companies’ Commitment

The representatives of Bajaj Allianz and Reliance
General Insurance assured full cooperation and on-
ground support to the farming community.
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PM Jan Dhan Yojana's 11 years: Over 56 cr
accounts opened, deposits cross Rs 2.68 lakh cr

m United News of India

NEW DELHI, AUG 28: The
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yoja-
na(PMJDY), the world’s largest
financialinclusion programme,
has completed 11 years, mark-
ing what the government
described as a “transformative
impact” on India’s financial
landscape.

Launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on August 28,
2014, PM]DY has opened over
56.16 crore bank accounts, with
deposits now standingatRs2.68
lakh crore, the Finance Ministry
said today. Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman said
the scheme hasbeen central to
bringing the poor and margin-
alised into the formal financial
system. “Financial inclusion is
akeydriver of economicgrowth
and development. Universal
accesstobankaccountsenables

the poor and marginalised to
participate fully in the formal
economy and benefit from its
opportunities,” Sitharamansaid
in her message.

She added that more than 38
crorefreeRuPay cardshavebeen
issued under PMJDY, significant-
ly boosting digital transactions.
“It is noteworthy that 67% of
accounts are in rural or semi-
urbanareas,and 56% are owned
by women, indicating how
underprivileged individuals liv-
ing in far-flung areas have been
broughtintothe formalfinancial
sector,”shesaid. Minister of State
for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
described the scheme asaland-
mark global model.

“PM]DY has been one of the
most successful financialinclu-
sion initiatives not only in the
countrybutinthe whole world.
The Jan Dhan Yojana is about
dignity, empowerment and

opportunity,” Chaudhary said.

He highlighted the govern-
ment’songoing saturation cam-
paign, under which financial
services camps are being held
inall2.71akh gram panchayats
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till September 30. These camps
facilitate opening of new
accounts, enrolment under
insurance and pension schemes,
re-KYC,and updating nomina-
tions.

“Oureffortistobringfinancial
services to the doorstep of the
common man,” Chaudhary
added.As of August 13, 2025,
thenumberof]anDhanaccounts
has touched 56.16 crore, of

which 55.7% belong to women
and 66.7%areinrural and semi-
urbanareas.The deposits under
these accounts stand at Rs2.67
lakhcrore, nearly twelve times
higher than in 2015, while the
average deposit peraccount has
risen to Rs4,768, an increase of
3.7 times over the last decade.

Alongside, 38.68 crore RuPay
cardshavebeenissued, provid-
ingaccount holders with access
to digital transactions and
financial security.

The Finance Ministry noted
that digital payments have
surged with the spread of
PMJDY accounts, RuPay cards,
and mobile-based systems such
as UPL The total number of
digital transactions rose from
2,338 crore in FY 2018-19 to
22,198 crore in FY 2024-25,
while UPI transactions alone
jumped from 535 crore to
18,587 crorein the same period.

PM]DY accounts also serve
as the backbone of the Jan-
Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM)
trinity, enabling direct benefit
transfers (DBT) without leak-
ages. In FY 2024-25 alone, Rs
6.9 lakh crore was transferred
directly into beneficiary
accounts under various
schemes.

Over the years, the scheme
has extended access to micro-
insurance, pension coverage,
overdraft facilities up to
Rs10,000, and accident insur-
ance cover of Rs2 lakh, apart
from promoting savings habits
among millions.

As the initiative enters its
12thyear, the Finance Ministry
said PMJDY has emerged as a
“game changer for financial
inclusioninthe country,” ensur-
ingthat “nocitizenisleft behind
inthe journey towards financial
independence.” UNI

Bengal CM to address
TMC student wing’s
foundation day

m United News of India

KOLKATA, AUG 28: West Bengal Chief Minister
MamataBanerjee today urged students, youth, and
party workers to intensify the struggle for empow-
erment and development in the state, as the Trin-
amool Congress ChhatraParishad (TMCP) marks its
foundation day.

Mamata Banerjee Rallies Youth on TMCP Foun-
dation Day; Exams Spark Tension with Calcutta
University.

In a message marking the historic foundation
day of the Trinamool Congress Chhatra Parishad
(TMCP), Banerjee , the supremo of Trinamool Con-
gress greeted bothnew and veteran TMCP members,
appealed them to stand firm in their fight for the
honour, dignity,and progress of Bengal. She described
the student wing as an inseparable part of the
party and urged students to uphold integrity, saying,
“Never compromise with wrongdoing. Always keep
your head held high.”

Reaffirming her support, the Chief Minister said
she stands with the youth in their ongoing efforts
for the welfare of the state.

Amassiverally is set to take place today at Mayo
RoadinEsplanade, with MamataBanerjee and TMC
general secretary Abhishek Banerjee slated to address
the gathering. Thousands of students from across
the state are expected to attend.

In a separate message, Abhishek Banerjee said,
"We acknowledge the enduring role of Bengal’s
youth in leading movements for change, progress
and social justice." He said the TMCP has remained
a platform that empowers young minds to raise
theirvoices, pursue their aspirations and contribute
to a brighter tomorrow.

"[ convey my sincere gratitude to every member

UP mourns loss of 11 lives in Vaishno Devi landslide; govt offers Rs 4 lakh relief

m United News of India

LUCKNOW,AUG28:Alandslide
along the sacred Vaishno Devi
shrine route turned a pilgrimage
offaithintoanightmare, killing 11
pilgrims from Uttar Pradesh and
injuring several others.

The tragedy, which struck on
August 26 amid heavy rains and
flooding, has devastated families
in Baghpat, Muzaffarnagar,
Bareilly, Agra, and Lucknow.

Relief Commissioner Bhanu
Chandra Goswami confirmed the
deaths and announced that the
bereaved families would receive
Rs 4 lakh each from the Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund.

Hesaid the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernmentis coordinating withthe
Jammu & Kashmir administra-
tion, though the complete list of
victims is still being finalized.

Amongthe deadis 24-year-old

Chandni from Baghpat, who had
been married just four months
ago. She and her husband,
Mayank, were on their first trip
to Vaishno Devi. While Chandni
perished, Mayank was critically
injured and undergoing treat-
ment in Jammu.

Chandni’s sister Neeraalsolost
herlife. The tragedy also claimed
21-year-old cricketer Kartik
Kashyap from Muzaffarnagar,
remembered by many as a bud-
ding talent. His parents, sister,
and cousin were injured in the
disaster.

In Bareilly, another victim
named Neera died, while Anant
(6)and Dipesh, sons of Ajay Kumar
from Muzaffarnagar, were also
among the casualties. A young
woman, Anjali, was confirmed
dead, though her native place
could not be traced.

One of the worst-hit families

was from Agra, where three
members died and one remains
missing.

Deepak,aresident of Agra, had
set out with nine relatives for his
daughter Angel’s mundan cere-
mony and Vaishno Devidarshan.
The family boarded a train on

August 24, only to be caughtina
deadly landslide two days later.
Deepak’s mother Sunita (50),
sister-in-law Bhavana (11), and
two-year-old daughter Angel lost
theirlives. His father, Arjun Singh,
remains missing, while his wife
Mona’s leg had to be amputated

and her condition is reported to
be critical.

Deepak’s younger daughter
Sejal, sister Jasmine, and brother-
in-law Mohit were injured but
are stable.

Alltheinjured arebeing treat-
ed in Katra, Jammu.

Intotal,seven peopleinjuredin
the disaster are under treatment,
includingSangeeta, Umang, Kam-
lesh, Vaishnavi, Poorvi, Goran(Luc-
know), and Mayank (Lucknow).
Doctors say their conditions are
being closely monitored.

The Vaishno Devi landslide
hasagain underlined the dangers
of monsoon travel along the
shrine’s treacherous mountain
routes. But beyond the statistics,
ithasleftbehind stories of heart-
break andresilience,as survivors
fight for life and grieving families
cling to memories of their loved
ones. UNI

Israel launches fresh strikes on Yemen's capital

m United News of India

SANAA, AUG. 28: Israel launched
airstrikes on Yemen's capital Sanaa
on Thursday afternoon, Houthi-run
al-Masirah TV reported, as local
residents heard a series of explosions.

[sraeli Defense Minister Israel Katz
confirmed the airstrikes in a state-
ment, whileIsrael's state-owned Kan
TV news reported that the airstrikes
were aimed at Houthi leaders, with-

Calcutta HC
bars grants fo puja
committees without
audit reports

m United News of India

KOLKATA, AUG 28: The CalcuttaHigh Court today

@

for their steadfast commitment and urge all to
carry forward this legacy with renewed resolve and
dedication, "Joy Bangla, the TMC general secretary
said.He also paid tribute to the courage, conviction,
and commitment of Bengal’s youth, who have con-
sistently been at the forefront of transformative
change.

However, celebrations were marred by discontent
after CalcuttaUniversity declined the TMCP’s request
to reschedule today’s semester exams. The TMCP
student wing had appealed the varsity authorities
for the postponement of the fourth-semester B.Com
and B.A. LLB examinations, which are scheduled
between 2 pm and 5 pm overlapping with the rally.

The varsity authorities requested the city Police
Commissioner and the Director General of Police
and Inspector General of police to ensure safety
and security for the students appearing for exam-
inations. UNI

out disclosing their identity.

The strikes came afew hours after
thelIsraeli military saiditintercepted
two drones fired from Yemen.

The firstdrone entered Israeli air-
spaceatnoon, triggeredairraid sirens,
and was then intercepted by Israeli
air force over communities near Gaza,
while the second, fired less than two
hours later, was intercepted before
crossing into Israeli territory, the
military said in a statement.

No human casualties or mate-
rial damage have been reported
from the two drone launches. There
was no immediate comment from
Yemen's Houthi group regarding
the incidents.

The Houthis, who control much

ruled that Durga Puja committees which fail to
submit utilisation certificates of previous state grants
will not be entitled to fresh honorariums this year.

Thedivision bench of Justice Sujoy Pal and Justice
Smita Das De said only those committees that filed
expense statements within the stipulated time, in
line with earlier court directives, will receive the
one-time state honorarium of Rs 1.1 lakh.

The judges also ordered the state government to
submit a detailed report on utilisation certificates
within a month after the puja holidays.

During the hearing, Advocate General Kishore
Dutta informed the court that out of 41,795 puja
committees across West Bengal, only three, all based
in Siliguri, had not furnished their accounts.

The matter stems froma publicinterestlitigation
filed by activist Saurav Dutta, who alleged misuse
of taxpayer money in the government’s puja fund-

of northern Yemen, have carried out
drone and missile attacks on Israel
since November 2023 in what they
describe as solidarity with Palestin-
ians during the Israel-Hamas war in

been intercepted by Israeli defenses.

Israel has responded with strikes
on Houthi-held areas, targeting air-
ports, power stations, and ports in
Yemen's capital Sanaa and the city of
Hodeidah. UNI

Gaza. Most of the projectiles have

Charlie Hunnam to portray Ed Geininn

m United News of India

LOS ANGELES, AUG 28: Char-
lie Hunnam steps into the skin-
crawling role of Ed Gein in the
forthcoming third season of
"Monster", the acclaimed anthol-
ogy by Ryan Murphy and Ian
Brennan.

Subtitled "The Ed Gein Story",
the series will debut globally on
October 3, withall episodes drop-
ping simultaneously, reports The
Hollywood Reporter.

Promoted by the streamer as
its "most harrowing season yet”,
the series delves into the unset-
tling duality of Gein's existence,
an ostensibly mild-mannered
recluse who concealed a gro-
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tesque obsession within the
decaying confines of his family
farm.

His macabre legacy later led
to the creation of some of Hol-
lywood's most enduring fiction-
alvillains, from Norman Batesin
"Psycho” to Leatherface in "The
Texas Chain Saw Massacre" and
Buffalo Bill in "The Silence of the
Lambs".

Monster: The Ed Gein Story
tells the tale of how one simple
man in Plainfield, Wisconsin,
became “history’s most singular
ghoul,” says the streamer, reveal-
ing to the world “the most hor-
rific truth of all — that monsters
aren’t born, they're made ... by
us.”

Saysthe official logline: “Seri-
al killer. Grave robber. Psycho. In
the frozen fields of 1950s rural
Wisconsin, afriendly, mild-man-
nered recluse named Eddie Gein
lived quietly on a decaying farm
— hiding a house of horrors so
gruesome it would redefine the
American nightmare.

"Drivenby isolation, psychosis,
and an all-consuming obsession
with his mother, Gein’s perverse
crimes birthed a new kind of
monster that would haunt Hol-
lywood for decades. Gein’s maca-
bre legacy gave birth to fictional
monsters born in his image and
ignited acultural obsession with
the criminally deviant. Ed Gein
didn'tjustinfluence agenre — he

became the blueprint formodern
horror,” it says.
Gein, the serial murderer and

ew season of 'Monster'

body snatcher often referred to
as “the Butcher of Plainfield,”
gained notorietyin the 1950s for
his horrific crimes.

The cast for Monster: The Ed
GeinStory alsoincludes Tom Hol-
lander, Laurie Metcalfand Suzan-
na Son, with Vicky Krieps, Olivia
Williams, Lesley Manville, Joey
Pollari, Charlie Hall, Tyler Jacob
Moore, Mimi Kennedy, Will Brill
and Robin Weigert.

Executive producers include
co-creators Murphy and Brennan,
along with Max Winkler, Eric
Kovtun, Scott Robertson, Nissa
Diederich, Louise Shore, Carl
Franklin and Hunnam. Brennan
and Max Winkler are directors
on the series. UNI NST SSP

ing scheme.

His counsel, senior advocate Bikash Ranjan Bhat-
tacharya, argued that state resources meant for
development were being diverted to festival grants.

The government, however, has defended the
initiative, saying the funds are used for public wel-
fare campaigns like Safe Drive Save Life and for
managing pujas under Covid-era restrictions.

On Monday, the bench had sought clarity on
whether committees that ignored last year’s direc-
tives had still received grants.

“How many committees have not filed the cer-
tificates? Despite that, are they still receiving funds?”
the judges had asked.

The ruling comes as Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee announced the state’s largest-ever puja
support package — Rs 1.1 lakh for each of nearly
43,000 organisers, at a cost exceeding Rs 450 crore.

In addition, puja committees will enjoy an 80%
concession on electricity bills, to be borne by CESC
and the State Electricity Distribution Board.

Since its inception in 2018, the grant has seen a
steep climb — from Rs 10,000 with a 25% power
rebate, to 85,000in 2024, and now the record Rs 1.1
lakh in 2025, surpassing Banerjee’s earlier promise
of Rs 1 lakh. UNI
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m ESPNcricinfo

NEW DELHI: Less than a year after leaving inter-
national cricket, R Ashwin has called time on his IPL
career. But heisn't done as a player yet. At 38, Ashwin
has said that life "as an explorer of the game around
various leagues begins" from this point on. In 16 sea-
sons of the IPL - he started in 2009 and missed 2017
with an injury - Ashwin picked up 187 wickets, the
fifth-most of any bowler. Here, we take alook at what
else he made news for at the IPL.

Ashwin made his debut for his home IPL team
Chennai Super Kings (CSK) in 2009, in their first
game of the season against Mumbai Indians in Cape
Town. But the debut was rather unmemorable as
Ashwin, rumoured to have been brought on board
primarily as a net bowler, didn't get a chance to
bowl after MS Dhoni's CSK opted to field, and was
not required to bat as CSK lost with seven wickets
down.

With the team management preferring Muthiah
Muralidaran as their main spinner, Ashwin played
just one other match that season. But it was a sign of
things to come both from Ashwin and CSK, as he re-
turned 2 for 13 in alow-scoring, spin-dominated win
over Kings XI Punjab.

You might score 205 in a T20 game, but if Chris
Gayle is in the opposition, and enjoying one of the
greatest seasons of any IPL batter, it can quickly
seem like too few. Enter Ashwin, with the new ball,
in the first over of Royal Challengers Bangalore's
chase in the IPL 2011 final. Never one to not think
each of his deliveries through - with respect to the
batter in front of him - Ashwin started with flight
and big turn with his first two balls, and then pushed

Ashwin at the IPL -
A pioneer and a
trendsetter

up his pace with his third, and got the ball to skid
on. Attempting to cut, Gayle nicked, and Dhoni did
the rest.

"The plan was [...] that I'd spin a few past him and
thenslipinanarm ball to get him out Ibw or bowled,"
Ashwin later said. "But [...] it spun and bounced and
think Gayle was a little late for his shot."

Ashwin ended the tournament as CSK's highest
wicket-taker, with 20 strikes.

It was also one of the initial acts of Ashwin the
new-ball bowler. No spinner has bowled as much in
the powerplay in the IPL. Ashwin leads with 1252
ballsin the first six overs. Sunil Narine, second on the
list, has bowled 918. Only three others - Harbhajan
Singh, Axar Patel and Krunal Pandya - have crossed
450. That's a fairly dramatic difference.

Throughout his career, Ashwin has been unafraid
to experiment. Turning the ball right and left, ex-
perimenting with speeds and lines and lengths, wide
ofthe crease and close to the stumps, the pause at the
point of delivery, carrom balls, reverse carrom balls
- you name it and he's done it. He's even bowled leg-
spin, which, really, offspinners are not meant to do.
Not just the odd legbreak, mind you, but the legspin-
ner's full repertoire.

It wasin 2015 that he started trying to getit right,
and by 2017, he had what he needed. And in IPL 2018,
his first season with Kings XI Punjab (now Punjab
Kings), it was on show at the IPL too.

He made things tough for the spirit-of-cricket
obsessives on more occasion than one. Take Mankad-
ing - formally "run outbacking up”. He wasn't the first
to do it, but he ended up making himself an ambas-
sador for the dismissal, which is legal but frowned
upon by many.
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batore. His father C] Narayan, who
played cricket for Tata Electric in
Mumbai before the family moved
to Coimbatore, had left a frame
empty foryears, reserving it for his
son's India jersey. Last month,
Jagadeesan fulfilled his father'sand
his own dream by being part of
India's famous Test win at The Oval,
though as a reserve player.

"The India jersey is now going
intothe frame,and I hope thatIkeep
getting alot more," Jagadeesan tells
ESPNCcricinfo. "To be part of a match
thatwassointense and thrillingmade
iteven more special. For ustogoand
win the game fromasituation where
a lot [of people] might not have ex-

After career
of 'more lows
than highs',
Jagadeesan
hopes to build
on recent
gains
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OVAL: Tamil Nadu wicketkeep-
er-batter N Jagadeesan frames his
various jerseys and puts them up
on the wall at his home in Coim-

pected us to, it was really special. It
was definitely a moment that gave
me goosebumps."

Jagadeesan's maiden India call-
up was reward for his prolific run
over the past two Ranji Trophy

seasons. During the period, he had
racked up 1490 runs in 26 innings
at an average of nearly 65. Only
Karun Nair has scored more runs
(1553) than Jagadeesan across the
previous two Ranji seasons, with
the benefit of more innings (33),
among batters from the Elite Group.
Jagadeesan has been on the
fringes of India A and part of the
wider pool of targeted players short-
listed by the BCCI's Centre of Excel-
lence over the past 12 months.
"Definitely, it [being part of the
team management's plans] gives
youalot of confidence because you
taste success at the next level," he
says. "I mean, even playing for my
Under-13districtteamin Coimbatore,
that was also a taste of success,
right? Likewise, every time you taste
success one step higher, it always
gives you a lot of confidence and it
also makes you feel grateful to be

presented with that opportunity.
In a country where there are a bil-
lion people, only a few thousands
max get to do what I'm doing right
now."

Jagadeesan had made animme-
diateimpressiononfirst-classdebut,
asa20-year-old, scoring an unbeat-
en 123 off204balls from No.7 against
Madhya Pradesh in Cuttack back in
2016. The journey towards the top,
though, hasbeenalongand winding
one.Despite scoring runs, there have
been periods where Jagadeesan, now
29, has had to face the "axe".

After starting as an understudy
to Dinesh Karthik, Jagadeesan is
now stepping into Karthik's shoes.
He has the gears to bat in different
positions like his predecessor and
is one of the senior figures in the
Tamil Nadu set-up along with cap-

tain R Sai Kishore.
ESPNcricinfo
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