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Pahalgam Terror Attack Was Assault
on India’s Soul: LG Manoj Sinha

"Didn’t Sleep Properly Till Perpetrators Were Eliminated"

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG 09: Revealing that
he couldn’t get proper sleep till three
terroristsinvolved in April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack were eliminated by the
security forces, Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha, on Saturday reiterated that
attackontourists at Baisaran Valley that
left 26 civilians, mostly tourists dead,
was assault on India’s soul.

Inaninterview to national TV chan-
nel, LG Sinha, said, "I could not sleep
after April 22.1t was anattack onIndia's
soul. It was only after the three killers

were eliminated thatIgotasoundsleep.”

Asked why there was not a single
policeman present in Baisaran Valley,
where tourists were enjoying picnic
with pizza sellers around, LG Sinha
replied, "The person who provided
ziplining and other leisures to tourists
inBaisaranwasaprivate player.Jammu
and Kashmir Tourism Development
Corporation had not granted him any
permission. He did not inform the
administration and police that he had
started this. For four years, there was
peace and calm throughout Kashmir
Valley, and several small tourist spots

had sprung up."

On Chief Minister Omar Abdullah's
remark that the Lieutenant Governor's
failure in providing security to tourists
put the nation on the brink of war, LG
said, "If he has said this, I welcome it.
But he must also say that for decades,
Pakistan used to bring out a "strike
calendar™ for the Valley, and schools,
colleges and markets used to remain
closed for 132 daysinayear. There were
frequentincidents of stone pelting, and
security personnel were being killed."

On Akhilesh Yadav's question
TURN ON PAGE 2

ECI De-Registers

Three Little-Known
Parties of J&K

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG 09: In a significant
development, the Election Commission of
India (ECI) has deregistered three obscure
political parties from Jammu & Kashmir.

According to an official order, the poll
TURN ON PAGE 2

2 Soldiers Killed, 2 Injured As Kulgam Encounter Enters 9th day

LG Sinha, CM Omar Pay Tributes to The Fallen Soldiers

m  HT News Network

KULGAM, AUG 09: Two Army
soldiers were killed and as many
injured inan ongoing encounter with
terroristsin the dense forests of Akhal
in South Kashmir’s Kulgam district,
which entered its ninth day on Sat-
urday.

They said that the soldiers were
killed during a heavy exchange of fire

late Friday night in the forest area,
where terrorists remain holed up in
the upper reaches. “Terrorists hurled
a grenade at forces, resulting in the
death of two soldiers and injuries to
two more,” they said.

In a post on X (formerly Twitter),
the Chinar Corps paid tribute to the
fallen soldiers, stating: “Chinar Corps
honours the supreme sacrifice of the
Bravehearts, L/NKk Pritpal Singh and

Sep Harminder Singh, in the line of
duty for the Nation. Their courage and
dedication will forever inspire us.
#IndianArmy expresses deepest con-
dolences and standsinsolidarity with
the bereaved families. Operation con-
tinues.”

Sources said loud explosions and
heavy gunfire echoed from the forest

area throughout the night. Security
TURN ON PAGE 2

Operation SINDOOR:

S-400 Hit all Targets
Efficiently, Pakistan lost 5
Jets, One Military Aircraft : Air
Chief Marshall AP Singh

m HT News Desk

NEW DELHI, AUG 09: Indian Air Force Chief Air Chief
Marshal Amar Preet Singh on Saturday said that ‘Oper-
ation Sindoor’ resulted in the confirmed destruction of
five Pakistanifighter jetsand onelarge military aircraft,
marking a major aerial engagement for India.

Speaking at the 16th Air Chief Marshal LM Katre
Memorial Lecture in Bengaluru, the Air Chief Marshal
said, “After the Pahalgam
attack India launched
Operation Sindoor, deliv-
ering strategic blows to
Pakistani radars, com-
mand centres, and air-
bases across multiple
locations. The coordi-
nated strikes targeted
critical military infra-
structure, significantly
disrupting Pakistan’s abil-
ity to coordinate and
respond.”

He said, “This operation was adirectresponse aimed
at weakening terrorist networks and their support
systems.”

Singh said that during the Balakot operation, the
absence of visible proof had made it difficult to convince
even Indian citizens of the impact. “There was intelli-

gence suggesting significant damage and high
TURN ON PAGE 2

Chhari Mubarak
Carried To Amarnath
Cave Shrine For Prayers

m United News of India

SRINAGAR, AUG9: Chhari Mubarak, the

FOOD CATASTROPHE:

saffron-robed holy mace of Lord Shiva, was
Saturday carried to the Amarnath holy cave
shrine for traditional prayers and
rituals,marking the ceremonial conclusion
of the annual pilgrimage, officials said.
They said that after a night’s halt, the
Chhari Mubarak left Panchtarani camp in
the morning on the occasion of ‘Sharavan

m HT News Desk / KNO

different parts of Kashmir

SRINAGAR, AUG 09 : In wake
of large quantities of adulterated
androtten meatbeing seized from

recent days, health experts have
issued strong warnings about the

public health.

Speaking to the news agency
Kashmir News Observer (KNO),
Experts said improper handling,
unhygienic storage, and the use
in of harmful chemicals to mask
spoilage could be silently fueling
a health crisis in the valley.

Purnima’. Traditional ‘puja’ and rituals
TURN ON PAGE 2

serious risks, such food poses to

Dr Mohammad Salim Khan,

tribution can contaminate meat

Head of the Department of Com-
munity Medicine at GMC Srinagar,
told KNO thatimproper handling
of meat and poultry can have
devastating consequences.
“Unsanitary practices during
slaughtering, dressing, packaging,
transportation, storage, and dis-

Need For Mass Awareness On Food Hygiene As Unsafe
Food is Carcinogenic: Warn Health Experts

with harmful bacteria, leading to
foodborne illnesses such as food
poisoning, diarrhoea, dysentery,
and typhoid fever,” he said.

He added, “Meat, especially
poultry, spoils quickly when
exposed to environmental condi-
tions without proper handling
and storage. Unfortunately, in

many cases, meat is transported
in unhygienic thermocol boxes
or kept in the open, rather than
inrefrigerated vehicles and deep
freezers.”

DrKhanstressed that the safe
disposal of spoiled meatisequal-
ly important. “Improperly

TURN ON PAGE 2

 HISTORIC MILESTONE:

First-Ever Freight Train carrying Cement arrives at
Anantnag Goods Shed in Kashmir Valley

Arrival of

Freight frain in
Kashmir Valley
heralds a new era
of logistical and
economic growth

m  Mohammad Hanif Khan

NEW DELHI, AUG 9: In a his-
toric development for regional con-
nectivity, a freight train has suc-
cessfully reached Anantnag Goods
Shed in the Kashmir Valley for the

first time from Rupnagar, Punjab,
marking a significant milestone in
connecting the Kashmir region to
the national freight network. The

Iy
g

arrival of freight train, carrying
cement, is set to accelerate infra-
structure projects and improve

TURN ON PAGE 2

Massive Haul of
Roiten Meat Seized,
Destroyed in Jammu

®  Amirlgbal Khan

JAMMU, AUG 09: In a major enforcement
action to safeguard public health, the Drugs
and Food Control Organisation (DFCO) Jammu
onFriday seized and destroyed alarge consign-
ment of spoiled non-vegetarian products
including 2,700 kilograms of rotten chicken
and 1,000 kilograms of decomposed fish.

The operation, carried out under the Food
Safety and Standards Act (FSSA), was led by
Deputy Commissioners of Food Safety Division
and Food ICIL Jammu Madan Magotra and
Pankaj Soni respectively with the support of
Food Safety Officers, Legal Metrology officials
and Jammu Municipal Corporation.

TURN ON PAGE 2

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG9: ChiefSecretary,
Atal Dulloo, today reviewed imple-
mentation of e-Office 2.0 at the Tehsil
level, aimed at establishing a seamless
and paperless governance model across
allbasicadministrative units of Jammu
& Kashmir.

The initiative seeks to extend the
digital governance to 207 tehsilsinthe
UT.

Presentin the meeting were Secre-
tary, IT; CEO, JaKeGA; SIO, NIC and
other concerned officers while the
Deputy Commissioners participated

virtually.

During the meeting, the Chief Sec-
retary underscored the importance of
thelegacydatainthese offices. He said

that this data stored in paper files is of
paramountimportance hence deserves
to be protected for the posterity for
smooth functioning of these govern-

CS assesses preparedness for implementation of e-Office at Tehsil level

ment offices.

He directed the Deputy Commis-
sioners to work out a plan for time
bound scanning of all the files relevant
to the public matters so that there
erupts no incoherence while disburs-
ing the official functioning in future
after switching over to e-Office com-
pletely.

He also impressed upon the IT
Department to complete the onboard-
ing of remaining users on the e-Office
foritsrolling out without further delay.
He stressed on the capacity building

and training of such users for
TURN ON PAGE 2

AN APPEAL TO MAKE A
COLLECTIVE EFFORT
VMS SPECIALTY
HOSPITAL (VMSSH)
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TO THIS:

YOU SUPPORTED US ALL THROUGH
NOW A LITTLE MORE EFFORT & WE WILL OPEN
THE DOORS OF THIS HOSPITAL TO OUR
CHILDREN SUFFERING FROM HEART DISEASE:

Our vision is clear:

Healthy Children Shape a Healthier Society
The hospital is taking form—paint, tiles, and firefighting
systems are in place—

But vital work remains: air conditioning, medical gas
pipelines, electrical systems, and partitioning.

FOUNDATION
TMO16418915@jkb
0005010100009519

One Last Push To Keep Young
Hearts Beating: Every Penny
Supports A Heart Beat

Advt - Comp...

® 00 ©

o0 ¢ &
CM K



CM K
2 AHEADLINES

Srinagar, Sunday

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

10-August-2025

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

HT -

@ @headlinestodaydaily

NEWS

“ @headlinestoday

B @headlinestodaynews

2

CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

Pahalgam Terror.....

why theThree terrorists were killed on
the day the Home Minister was to reply to
the debate in Parliament, Manoj Sinha
replied, "Unko maaloom nahin hoga (he may
not know). The operation began on April 22
itself, and the directive was that the killers
must not be allowed to flee from Kashmir at
any cost. God (Ishwar) helps those whose
‘neeyat’ (intention) is good, and they had to
die on that very day."

LG Sinha said that the tourist destinations
that were closed after the April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack are being reopened gradually
with increased security measures. However,
Baisaran remained shut due to Amarnath
Yatra and the lack of a road leading directly
to the site.

He said that the perpetrators were
Pakistani nationals, with the NIA currently
handling the investigation.

Emphasising that foreign infiltration
remains the last area of concern, Sinha noted
that local recruitment for terror groups has
drastically reduced, from 125-150 annually
to just one this year.

He highlighted India's strong retaliatory
stance through Operation Sindoor, stating
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
made it clear that any future terror attack
will be treated as an act of war.

Reflecting on his five-year tenure, LG
Sinha outlined achievements including
restored law and order, the end of hartals, the
resurgence of cinema and education, and
record job transparency. He noted that over
40,000 government jobs were provided,
alongside major growth in the tourism and
self-employment sectors. “Tourists are
returning, and with four lakh Amarnath
pilgrims expected, they will go back as our
peace ambassadors,” LG Sinha said.

S-400 Hit.....

terrorist casualties at the time, but
without physical evidence, the narrative
remained uncertain,” the IAF Chief said.

“In Balakot, we could not get anything
from inside, and it became a big issue trying
to tell our own people what we had
achieved,” he said. “This time, we were able
to take care of that ghost of Balakot and tell
the world what we achieved.”

According to Singh, Operation Sindoor
resulted in the confirmed destruction of at
least five Pakistani fighter jets and one large
aircraft. He said the larger aircraft, destroyed
from a distance of about 300 kilometres, was
likely an ELINT or Airborne Early Warning
and Control (AEW&C) aircraft. He described
it as the longest-range surface-to-air
engagement on record.

The IAF Chief also gave details about other
military targets that were hit. These included
two command and control centres located in
Murid and Chaklala, six radars of varying
sizes, and two surface-to-air guided weapon
systems stationed in Lahore and Okara. In
addition, he said three hangars were struck
— the Sukkur UAV hangar, the Bholari
hangar, and the Jacobabad F-16 hangar.

Singh said intelligence suggested that
several F-16 fighter jets undergoing mainte-
nance and at least one AEW&C aircraft were
present in the Jacobabad hangar at the time
of the strikes.

According to the Air Chief Marshal, the
S-400 air defence system, which India had
recently procured, proved to be a game
changer. “The range of that system kept
Pakistan’s aircraft and UAVs away from the
Indian defence system. Because of the S-400
system, Pakistan were not able to penetrate
the Indian air defence system,” he said.

Singh also said the post of Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS) has made a difference in military
operations.

“The CDS was always there to get us
together and iron things out. Whenever we
required it, we used to go to the senior
leadership and discuss things,” he added.

The Air Chief Marshal highlighted
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval’s role in
Operation Sindoor, helping bring other
agencies and forces together. When the
operation began, military chiefs discussed in
detail the eventualities, possible outcomes
and how India should react, he underlined.

On the takeaways from Operation
Sindoor, Singh said, “The biggest takeaway of
the operation has been the primacy of air
warfare has come to the forefront once again.
People have realised that air warfare is the
first responder that any country has and air
warfare is one which can actually reactin a
quick time, attack deep inside with precision
and just achieve your objective without any
collateral.”

Pertinently, ‘Operation Sindoor’ was
launched on May 7 following the April 22 in
Pahalgam terror attack, which left 26
civilians dead. In response, Indian armed
forces carried out strikes deep inside
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
destroying nine terror camps.

Pakistan retaliated by launching drone
attacks and resorting to heavy shelling along
the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and
Kashmir which led to skirmishes between
two nations that continued till May 10.

The ceasefire was announced after the
Director General of Military Operations
(DGMO) of Pakistan reached out to his Indian
counterpart and requested an end to the

®© 00 ©

hostilities.

2 Soldiers Killed.....

forces are deploying drones, UAVS,
helicopters, and other surveillance equip-
ment to track terrorists believed to be hiding
in natural caves. Explosives have also been
dropped on suspected hideouts.

Elite para commandos, equipped with
advanced gadgets, have joined the operation.
A senior security official said forces are
proceeding cautiously to prevent further

casualties.

The operation began on August 1 after
specific intelligence inputs indicated the
presence of terrorists in the Akhal forest
area. So far, one terrorist was been killed and
11 security personnel injured since the start
of the operation.

Following the initial exchange of fire on
August 1, the operation was briefly paused
for the night, but the cordon was tightened,
and reinforcements were rushed in. The next
day, a terrorist was killed, and the encounter
has continued since.

Senior police and Army officers, including
J&K Police Chief Nalin Prabhat and Army’s
Northern Commander Lt Gen Pratik Sharma,
are closely monitoring the situation.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha while
paying tributes to the fallen soldiers said: “I
salute the indomitable courage of our brave
hearts L/Nk Pritpal Singh and Sep Harminder
Singh, who made the supreme sacrifice in the
service of the motherland. Their valour, grit,
and determination will never be forgotten.
My thoughts are with the bereaved families
in this hour of grief.”

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah laid a
wreath and paid rich tribute to the fallen
soldiers in Kulgam, calling their sacrifice a
source of pride for the nation. “The sacrifices
of these valiant soldiers will always be
remembered. The government stands firmly
with the armed forces and their families,” he
added.

ECI De-Registers.....

body today removed the All Jammu &
Kashmir Republican Party, Indian Peoples
Conference Party, and Socialist Democratic
Party from its registry.

These parties were served show-cause in
the month of June, asking them to explain
why they shall not be de-registered.

The ECI took this action after it was found
that these parties neither participated in the
electoral process in the last six years nor
existed at their registered addresses.

As per ECI guidelines, any political party
that fails to contest elections for six consecu-
tive years is liable to be delisted from the
registered parties.

The Representation of the People Act-1951
mandates that political parties must provide
a communication address to the poll-body at
the time of registration.

It also provides that any change in the
party’s name, head office, office bearers, or
address must be communicated to the
Commission without any delay.

Chhari Mubarak.....

were performed amid the chanting of
Vedic hymns.

Special prayers led by Mahant Deependra
Giri, the custodian of the holy mace, were
held at the holy cave shrine, the officials said.

After the ‘aarti’ was concluded, the holy
mace left for Panchtarani for a night halt. On
Sunday, the Chhari Mubarak will leave for
Pahalgam where ‘pujan’ and ‘visarjan’
ceremonies will be held on Monday on the
banks of river Lidder.

More than 4.14 lakh pilgrims performed
the annual Amarnath Yatra this year as the
pilgrimage was concluded on August 2 in the
wake of bad weather and slippery route
conditions.

Last year, 5.10 lakh yatris had ‘darshan’ of
the naturally formed ‘ice lingam’ at the holy
cave shrine in the south Kashmir Himalayas.

Need For
Mass.....

discarded meat can contaminate water
bodies and the environment. It must be
destroyed scientifically, either through
incineration or deep burial with disinfec-
tants,” he said.

Adding to the alarm, Dr Owvass H. Dar, a
consultant radiologist at GMC Anantnag, said
the link between unsafe food and chronic
diseases, including cancer, cannot be ignored.

“The incidence of cancer in Kashmir has
reached alarming levels—there is hardly a
village, locality, or mohalla left untouched. In
the Radiology Department, we diagnose at
least one or two new cancer patients every
day on ultrasound or CT scans,” he said.

While lifestyle changes and environmen-
tal factors play a role, the consumption of
rotten meat treated with carcinogenic
chemicals to disguise spoilage is a prevent-
able risk, Dr Owais said. "This is not just
about food hygiene—it could be silently
contributing to the cancer epidemic in our
valley," he said.

Dr Dar called for urgent, large-scale
research into the causes of the cancer surge

in Kashmir, backed by strong logistics and
government support.

“Each of us can protect our families by
avoiding unsafe, pre-processed foods and
choosing fresh, hygienic options. Food safety
is not simply about avoiding a bad meal—it’s
about saving lives and preventing a public
health disaster,” he added.

Authorities have stepped up inspections,
seizing thousands of kilograms of unsafe
meat and other food items. However, experts
say enforcement must be coupled with public
awareness campaigns to ensure that the
valley’s residents understand the dangers of
consuming adulterated and unhygienic food.

First-Ever Freight.....

living standards for the people of Kashmir.

The inaugural freight train was loaded with
21 BCN wagons of cement. The journey,
spanning approximately 600 kilometers,
culminated at the newly commissioned
Anantnag Goods Shed today in less than 18
hours. This event marks the first-ever cement
loading specifically for this facility, underscor-
ing its readiness to support a new era of
logistical and economic growth in the Kashmir
region.

The cement transported on this train will be
used for crucial projects, including the
construction of roads, bridges, public infra-
structure, and residential housing in the
Kashmir Valley.

The logistics for this groundbreaking
journey were executed with precision. An
indent was placed with Northern Railway at
23:14 hrs on August 7, 2025, with the rake
placement occurring at 09:40 hrs the
following day i.e 08th August, Loading was
completed by 18:10 hrs on August 8, 2025,
with the train departing from the Gujarat
Ambuja Cement Limited (GACL) facility in
Rupnagar, Punjab at 18:55 hrs. The freight
was hauled by an Electric WAG-9 locomotive
(Loco No. 32177, TKD, Trip 08/09), highlight-
ing the modern capabilities of the national
railway network.

The arrival of this first freight train is not
just alogistical achievement but a powerful
symbol of progress and integration, paving
the way for a more connected and prosper-
ous Kashmir Valley.Prime Minister hails
arrival of first freight train to Kashmir Valley,
calls it a great day for commerce and
connectivity.

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi,
has lauded the arrival of the first freight train to
the Kashmir Valley, marking a significant
milestone in connecting the region to the
national freight network.

Responding to a post by the Union Minister
for Railways, Communications and Electronics
& IT, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, the Prime
Minister said that the development will
enhance both progress and prosperity in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Prime Minister posted on X;

“Great day for commerce and connectivity
in Jammu and Kashmir! It will enhance both
progress and prosperity.”

Massive Haul of.....

Acting on a tip-off, the team raided a cold
storage facility in Kanji House, Jammu, where
the meat was found in an advanced state of
decay emitting a foul odour. Officials said the
products were unsafe for consumption and
posed a severe public health risk. The stock
was immediately seized and later disposed of
at the Kot Bhalwal dumping yard in accor-
dance with standard operating procedures.

The owner of the establishment has been
booked under sections 56 and 58 of the FSSA
for maintaining insanitary conditions and
failing to ensure proper temperature control.
Officials warned that such violations can lead
to life-threatening illnesses including food
poisoning, hepatitis and other serious
ailments.

Commissioner of the Food and Drug
Administration, Smita Sethi said the depart-
ment is committed to curbing adulteration,
insanitation and the sale of unsafe food items
across Jammu and Kashmir. She urged the
public to report any suspected cases involv-
ing frozen meat or non-vegetarian products
to the department’s toll-free helpline at 104.

The DFCO noted that illegal practices such
as the use of unpermitted colours in frozen
meat are prevalent particularly during the
summer months and pose significant health
hazards. Enforcement teams have been
directed to intensify inspections from block
to divisional levels to break the supply chain
of unsafe food products.

Officials also used the opportunity to
raise awareness among food business
operators about proper storage practices,
temperature control and the prohibition of
unsafe additives. The department reaffirmed
its resolve to take strict action against
violators until the menace is fully eradicated.

CS assesses.....

effective and efficient delivery in the
offices directly involved with significant
public affairs.

Secretary, IT, Dr Piyush Singla, while
speaking in the meeting, highlighted
numerous benefits being offered by this
system. He said that it will ensure faster

delivery of services and quicker deci-
sion-making thus enhancing the
accountability and transparency in the
system.

About the rollout process, the
Secretary informed the meeting the
same is being done in four phases. It
began with the collection of Employee
Master Data (EMD) for enabling email
and VPN facilities, a task that has
already been completed. This was
followed by the creation of official email
IDs and mapping of users in the system,
alongside establishment of NICNET/VPN
access to ensure remote connectivity.

During the review, it was also
revealed that the initiative has
achieved remarkable progress as
20,517 users have been onboarded,
covering 95.28% of the target and
3,804 offices have been brought on
board achieving 95.94% of the goal. A
total of 20,580 government email IDs
have been created and 11,375 VPN
connections have been set up.

Moreover, it was divulged that the
help desks are now functional in all 20

districts as well as in the Civil Secre-
tariat and over 220 training sessions
have been held for Heads of Depart-
ments, Deputy Commissioners and
departmental staff to enhance their
capacity and its smooth rollout in
these grassroots administrative
offices.

It was informed that a multi-tiered
implementation team has been estab-
lished at the UT, Divisional and District
level to oversee the roll out. These teams
have defined responsibilities to ensure
coordination, technical assistance and
user onboarding with administrative
oversight provided by the Secretary IT at
the UT level and by the District Commis-
sioners at the district level, the meeting
was apprised.

The way forward, as discussed,
focuses on achieving 100% coverage
through accelerated user mapping,
extending VPN facilities to offices
without NICNET access and instituting
district-specific escalation protocols for
uninterrupted e-Office functioning
across J&K.

Several residents fallill
in Pulwama’s Daferpora

m  HT News Network

PULWAMA, AUG 09: Panic gripped
Daferpora village in South Kashmir’s
Pulwama district after several resi-
dents fell ill, allegedly due to contami-
nated drinking water supplied by the
Public Health Engineering (PHE)
department.

Locals said Daferpora, a small hamlet
with around 40 households, has seen
nearly 30 households affected in recent
days. Most patients are suffering from
diarrhoea and vomiting.

Speaking to the news agency—Kash-
mir News Observer (KNO), residents
allege the water supply scheme in the
area, constructed in 2002, has been
neglected for over two decades. “The
main water storage tank has never been
cleaned since it was installed. We have
been drinking from the same unclean
source all these years. This negligence is
now directly affecting our health,” said
Ghulam Nabi, a local resident.

Another villager, Abdul Rashid, said
repeated pleas to clean the tank and
improve supply have fallen on deaf ears.
“The government promised us a new

water scheme under the Jal Jeevan
Mission. Land was identified and pipes
were brought here, but the work never
started. It is sheer negligence and
indifference towards our suffering,” he
said.

They have demanded an investiga-
tion for this reason at an earliest.

A senior health official confirmed
that a medical team had visited the
village to treat patients and conduct
awareness sessions. “So far, 16 people
have fallen ill, out of which 12 have
recovered. Three fresh cases were
reported today. The situation is under
control and we have advised residents to
drink only boiled water until further
notice,” the official said.

Water samples have been collected
from the supply line and results are
expected by tomorrow. “Preliminary
indications point to contamination as
the likely cause,” the official added.

Villagers have urged the local MLA,
Deputy Commissioner Pulwama and
PHE authorities to act immediately. “We
cannot afford another such crisis. Clean
drinking water is our basic right,” they
said—(KNO)

Devotees flock

Shankaracharya temple for
Raksha Bandhan prayers in Sgr

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, AUG 09: Scores of devotees
thronged the famous Shankaracharya
Temple on Saturday to offer special prayers
on the occasion of Raksha Bandhan, with
the hilltop temple reverberating with
chants and hymns.

From morning hours, long queues
formed along the temple path leading up
tothe centuries-old temple, perched above
the beautiful Dal Lake.

Asperthedetails collected by the news
agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO),
men, women and children carrying prayer
plates (puja thalis) waited patiently for
their turn to pay obeisance.

“This is my first Raksha Bandhan in
Srinagar and praying here at Shankara-
charya Temple feels truly divine,” said
Neelam Sharma, a devotee from Jammu.

Similarly, temple authorities say
arrangements were made to ensure
smooth movement of devotees despite the
heavy rush.

“Wehadalarge turnout today. Pilgrims
came not just from Kashmir but from
various partsofthe country,” said atemple
official.

Notably, for many the occasion was as
much about faith as it was about family.

“Raksha Bandhan is about love and
protection and offering prayers here makes
it even more special,” said Rajesh, who
travelled with his sisters from Delhi.

Moreover, the temple, believed to date
back to the 9th century, remains a prom-
inent spiritual and tourist destination,
offering beautiful views of Srinagar and
Dal Lake. On Saturday, its steps carried an
extra crowd as devotees marked the fes-
tival with reverence and joy.

Foolproof security in place for smooth

I-Day celebrations: SSP Sopore
‘Those in drug trade will face the heat of law’

m  HT News Desk / KNO

SOPORE, AUG 09: Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP) Sopore, Iftkhar Talib,
on Saturday said that the multi-layered
security arrangements have been put in
place to ensure peaceful Independence
Day celebrations in the town, with police,
CRPF and other security agencies main-
taining heightened vigil across the sub-
division.

Speaking on the sidelines of a bike
rally organised as part ofthe pre-Indepen-
dence Day build-up, SSP Talib, as per the
news agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO)said the security surveillance mea-
sures have been enhanced to pre-empt
any untoward incident.

He credited the people of Sopore and

civilsociety for their cooperationin main-
taining peace and enabling such public
events to take place smoothly. “The events
happening are because of the people’s
participation and their trust,” he said,
adding that the build-up programmes will
continue till August 15.

On the issue of drug menace, SSP Talib
said the police are committed to cracking
down on the trade, but public support
remains crucial. “Those involved will face
the heat of law, but community involve-
ment is necessary to eradicate this men-
ace,” he said.

Urging residents to attend the August
15 function in large numbers, SSP Talib
expressed optimism that this year’s cel-
ebrations will reflect the collective spirit
of Sopore—(KNO)
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RANA REVIEWS UPGRADATION WORKS AT
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a cornerstone of public health,
economic progress, and social
well-being. Ouradministration
iscommitted to invest in mod-
erninfrastructure,incorporat-
ing advanced filtration tech-
nologies and strengtheningthe
operational protocols to guar-
antee a reliable and safe water
supply forbothurbanandrural
areas,” the Minister stated.

While inspecting the reser-
voirs, Rana highlighted the
region’s natural wealth in water
resources and underscored the
collective responsibility to safe-
guard them.

“The Valley is blessed with
abundant water reserves. It is
our shared dutyas government,
local bodies and citizens alike
toprotect these resources from
pollution, overuse and neglect,”
he said.

Appreciating the efforts of
the Jal Shakti Department, he
called for stringent hygiene
around treatment facilities. He
urged the officials to prevent
any potential sources of con-
tamination near water treat-
ment plants.He furtherempha-
sised efficient water
management practices and
reaffirmed the government’s
resolve to provide clean water
to every household.

The Minister was accompa-
nied by the Chief Engineer, Jal
Shakti Kashmir, Superintending
Engineer, Hydraulic Circle Sri-
nagar, Executive Engineers and
other senior officials.

The Chief Engineer briefed
the Minister on the current
progress and assured timely
completion of the upgradation
works.

facilities, including water res-
ervoirs, pump rooms, testing
laboratories and storage capac-
ities.

The officials informed the
Minister that the plants play a
critical role in supplying the
treated drinking water to a sig-
nificant portion of Srinagar’s
population. They added thatthe
upgradation works are pro-
gressing steadily.

Rana emphasized the need
to strictly adhere to project
timelines and called forimme-
diate procurement of Alum, a
vital coagulant used inthe water
filtration process, to ensure
optimal treatment efficiency.
He cautioned thatany unneces-
sary delays could undermine
the service delivery and erode
public trust.

Asking the officials to adopt

SRINAGAR, AUG 9: Jal Shak-
ti Minister Javed Ahmed Rana
today conducted a comprehen-
sive review of the ongoing
upgradation works at the Nishat
and Alusteng Water Filtration
Plants,aimed at enhancing Sri-
nagar’s potable water infra-
structure and ensuring uninter-
rupted supply of safe drinking
water to residents.

During his visit, the Minister
assessed the current status of
potable water availability, filtra-
tion processes and the progress
onunder-construction filtration
units, including the 3.0 MGD
(Million Gallons per Day) plant
atNishatand the 5.5 MGD plant
at Alusteng.

The Minister inspected
various operational units of the

lahto provide safe, clean drink-
ing water to every household
in Jammu & Kashmir.

“Access to potable water is

modernbest practices, the Min-
ister stressed the importance
of regular maintenance and
efficient managementto ensure

continuous, high-quality water
supply. He reiterated the gov-
ernment’s commitment under
the leadership of Omar Abdul-

Master Parent-Teacher
meetings held at
Ganderbal

m HT News Desk

GANDERBAL, AUG 09: In a significant step
towards strengthening the bond between schools
and the community, Master Parent-Teacher Meet-
ings were organised today in all Higher Secondary
Schools/ Cluster Head institutions across District
Ganderbal.

The events brought together cluster schools,
parents, alumni, respected citizens, officers from

Committee on Government Assurances holds meet at Srinagar,
reviews progress on assurances of Health department

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUG09: The Com-
mittee on Government Assur-
ances of the Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly today held
ameeting at Assembly Complex
here to review the progress on
fulfilment ofassurances pertain-
ing to Health department.

The meeting was chaired by
the Committee Chairman, Sajad
GaniLoneand attended by mem-
bers including Ch. Mohammad
Akram, Javaid Ahmad Mirchal,
Iftikar Ahmad, Mian Mehar Alj,
Mohan Lal, Sunil Bahardwaj and
Shagun Parihar.

Secretary Health and Medi-
cal Education, Director Health
Services Jammu/Kashmir and

other senior officers of Health
and Medical Education depart-
ment were also present in the
meeting.

Speaking during the meeting,
the Chairman impressed upon
the officers thatassurances given
by the Ministers on floor of the
house duringbudget Session must
be fulfilled immediately. He
underscored the significance of
the Committee’s role in holding
the governmentaccountable and
ensuring transparency in gover-
nance.

The Chairman directed the
officers to hold regular consulta-
tions withall stakeholders so that
all the assurances made in the
House are constantly tracked and
fulfilled.
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the District Administration, higher authorities,and
public representatives. These gatherings provided
a common platform to discuss students’ academic
progress, share feedback, and enhance collaborative
efforts for improving the quality of education.
Organised under the directives of the Director
School Education Kashmir, the meetings witnessed
an atmosphere of enthusiasm and unity, with par-
ticipation resembling a festive celebration. The
initiative highlighted the importance of commu-
nity engagementinnurturingeducational excellence
and ensuring holistic development of students.

Tiranga Rally Organised at AMGDC Kilam in

Collaboration with Tehsil O

m Farooq Rather

KULGAM, AUG9: Inavibrantdis-
play of patriotism and unity, a grand
TirangaRally was organised today by
the Tehsil Office Devsarin collabora-
tionwith AltafMemorial Government
Degree College (AMGDC) Kilam, in
response to a communication
received from the District Adminis-
tration Kulgam vide Ref No. DCK/
PA/2025-26/1561-1661.

The rally commenced from the
premises of AMGDC Kilam, passed
through the main market, and culmi-
nated atthe college gate, with theentire
routeechoingwithslogansof “Har Ghar
Tiranga, Ghar GharTiranga”. Theevent
witnessed enthusiastic participation
from hundreds of students, faculty
members of the college, school staff,
Anganwadiworkersand helpers(ICDS
officials)of kilam Zone,officials from
the Tehsil Office Devsar,and members
of the local police.

Prominentdignitaries present on
the occasion included the Tehsildar
Devsar Rakib Ahmad(JKAS)the
Incharge Principal of GDC Kilam
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Dr.Shabir Ahmad Pader, along with
other senior officialsandlocal leaders
who actively took part in the rally,
encouraging youth and citizens to
embrace the national spirit.
Participants proudly held the
Indian tricolour high, marching with
greatenthusiasmand fervour to mark
the occasion and promote the mes-

sage of nationalintegrationand pride
ahead of Independence Day 2025.
Speaking on the occasion, the offi-
cials highlighted the importance of
such events in instilling a sense of
national pride among the younger
generation. The event concluded
peacefully, leaving behind a strong
message of unity and patriotism.

Ashok Koul addresses ‘Har Ghar Tlranga workshop at Nowgam Railway Station

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG 09: Under
the nationwide ‘Har Ghar Tiran-
ga’ campaign, the Chanapora
Constituency of Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) J&K today organized
a special workshop at Nowgam
Railway Station, Srinagar.

The eventwas graced by Ashok
Koul, BJP General Secretary (Orga-
nization), Jammu and Kashmir,
who addressed party workers,
local residents, and railway staff
gathered for the occasion.

In his address, Koul empha-

®© 00 ©

sized the importance of the
national flagasasymbol of unity,
pride, and sacrifice. He lauded
the enthusiasm of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir in embrac-
ingthe campaignand reaffirmed
the BJP’'scommitment tofostering
a strong sense of national iden-
tity and patriotism across every
household.

Ashok Koul was accompanied
by the BJP District President Sri-
nagar Adv Sheikh Salman, the
District Srinagar teamand Chan-
pora Constituency team.

"The Tricolour represents the

hopes and dreams of every Indi-
an.Under the visionaryleadership
of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, this campaign aims to
instill pride in our rich heritage
and pay tribute to the freedom
fighterswholaid downtheirlives
for our nation," said Koul.

The workshop saw participa-
tion from BJP workers, youth
volunteers, and members of the
local community, who pledged
to hoist the national flag at their
homes from August 13 to 15, in
line with the Har Ghar Tiranga
campaign.

Mass Parent-Teacher
Meetings Held in the Schools
Across District Kupwara

m Javaid Bhat

KUPWARA, AUG 9: Schools across District Kupwara
today hosted Mass Parent-Teacher Meetings, drawing
overwhelming participation from parents, SMDC
members,Officers, civil Society and school staff. Notably,
BHSS Kukroosa witnessed enthusiastic involvement,
serving as a vibrant hub for discussions on academic
progress, infrastructure development, and strategies to
enhance student welfare.

Parents and community representatives shared valu-
able suggestions aimed at strengthening the teaching-
learning environment and promoting holistic education
in the district.

Quoting the words of eminent educationist Gh.Rasool
Khan, the gatherings were reminded that, “Education is
not merely the filling of minds with facts, but the lighting
of a fire that inspires lifelong learning.” Similarly, the

thought of Sonaullah Khanresonated strongly: “The true
strength of a school lies in the united efforts of parents,
teachers, and the community.”

Inhisaddress, Principal BHSS Kukroosa Farooq Ahmad
Bhat reaffirmed the school’s commitment to delivering
quality and promising education to every student. He
stressed that the institution is determined to foster
academic excellence, moral values, and creative skills,
and pledged to incorporate constructive feedback from
parents and the community into actionable plans for
student growth.

The district-wide meetings concluded with a promse
for sustained parent-teacher partnership as the corner-
stone for shaping a brighter educational future for the
children of Kupwara.
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DC Kulgam Chairs District Road Safety Meeting,
Stresses Strict Enforcement of Traffic Rules

m Farooq Rather

KULGAM, AUG 09: The
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Kulgam, Athar Aamir Shafi
Khan (IAS), today chaired a
meeting of the District Road
Safety Committee (DRSC) to
review the implementation of
the Road Safety Action Planand
to discuss coordinated efforts
to enhance road safety across
the district.

The meeting began with a
detailed review of the compli-
ance report from the previous
DRSCmeeting. The DCempha-
sized the importance of inter-
departmental coordination to
strengthenroad safety mecha-
nisms and ensure effective
enforcement of traffic laws.

Officials from various
departments apprised the DC
of actions takensofar,including
identification and rectification
ofaccident-prone spots, instal-
lationof crash barriers,and road
signage at critical locations.
Special focus was laid on
enhancing safety measures
along vulnerable stretches.

The DC directed the con-
cerned departments to iden-
tify allaccident-prone and vul-
nerable areas and prepare a
comprehensive plan for the
installation of CCTV cameras
and proper signage. He also
stressed intensifying public
awareness campaigns, particu-
larly in schools, marketplaces,
and rural areas.

Instructions wereissued for

preparing adetailed Road Safe-

ty Audit Plan to check the safe-
ty conditions of major roads,

bridges, and intersections. The
R&B and PMGSY departments
were asked to conduct audits

andimmediately addressissues
such as black and blind spots.
DC Khan called for strict

enforcement of traffic laws,
directing the Motor Vehicles
Department and Traffic Police
to remove roadside encroach-
ments, curb traffic violations,
and maintain smooth traffic
flow, especially in urban areas.

Healsoissued strictinstruc-
tions to petrol pump operators
to implement the “No Helmet,
No Petrol” policy without fail,
to promote road safety among
two-wheeler riders.

Alldepartments were asked
to regularly update the iRAD
(Integrated Road Accident Data-
base)portal foraccurate report-
ing of road incidents.

The meeting also reviewed
the progress of key infrastruc-
ture projects, including Bar-
zallo Bridge and Sakarsam

Bridge, with clear directions for
their timely completion. Delays
ininstallingroad signage would
invite show-cause notices, the
DC warned.

The meetingalso focused on
strengthening post-accident
emergency response systems,
enhancing medical support,
organizingemergency medical
camps,and ensuring swift coor-
dination with health services.

The DC concluded the meet-
ing with a call for collective,
time-bound action by all
departments to improve road
safety and reduce accidents in
the district. He also appealed
to the public to follow traffic
rules and cooperate with
authorities in creating safer
roads for all.

Grand Cluster-Level
Parent-Teacher Meeting
at GHSS Delina

m  HT News Desk

Awantipora Police along with Civil Administration

intensifies Market Checkmg in Tral

m Junaid Ali

conducted inspections of various
restaurants falling under the

DELINA, AUG 09: A grand cluster-level Parent-
Teacher Meeting (PTM) was held today at Govt.
Higher Secondary School Delina with an overwhelm-
ing participation of parents.

The programme began with a welcome address
by Qazi Syed Sajad, this was followed by an enlight-
ening session on the New Education Policy (NEP)
2020 by Resource Person Mr. Ishfag Ahmad Lone,
who particularly highlighted the vital role of paren-

tal involvement in ensuring the best educational
development of children.

The Chief Guest, Mr. Shabir Ahmad Wani, then
addressed the large gathering of parents and teach-
ers. He underscored the importance of community
participationin strengthening the education system,
stressing that in the tripolar process of education,
no single pillar can function effectively in isolation.

Aspecial attraction of the event was animpressive
skit presented by students, depicting constructive
parent-teacher dialogues in schools. The programme
concluded withaheartfelt vote of thanks delivered by
Mr. Hilal Ahmad. The session was beautifully moder-
ated by Insha Shafeeq and Snobar Altaf.

Afterthe culmination of the programme,, parents
visited their respective stalls to review the aca-
demic progress of their wards. Teachers briefed them
onachievements as well as areas needing improve-
ment, while parents shared valuable suggestions,
which were duly noted. Separate stalls were also
set up for the cluster schools, facilitating direct
interaction between their teachers and parents.

The eventwas hailed as a great success, fostering
stronger school-parent partnerships. The school
administration expressed gratitude to all parents
for their enthusiastic participation and encouraged
them to continue visiting the school regularly to
monitor their children’s progress and provide con-
structive feedback.

AWANTIPORA, AUG 09: In
order to ensure safe and hygenic
sale /availability of edible items
in the market, a team headed by
SDPO Tral Shri Rakesh Kumar
alongwith SHO Police Station Tral
Inspector Ab.Rashid in coordina-
tionwithfood safety department,

jurisdiction of Police Station Tral.

During the inspection, rotten
andunhygienicedibleitemswere
found in several establishments
including restaurants.The same
were destroyed on the spot and
fine was imposed.

Strict instructions were also
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to maintain proper hygiene and
adhere to food safety standards,
failing which strict action under
relevant provisions shall be initi-
ated.
AwantiporaPoliceassuressuch
inspections would be conducted
onaregularbasis and warned the
traders/restaurantownersof stern
action if they are found indulging

and Municipal Committee Tral ,

issued to the restaurant owners

inillegal activities

‘Healthy Streams’ QR-Coded Planter
Project Launched at GHSS Rainawari

Students, Teachers, Parents Pledge Plastic-Free Campus, Cleaner Water Bodies

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR,AUG09: Aunique envi-
ronmental campaign titled “Healthy
Streams for Healthy Neighbors” was
launched today at Government Higher
Secondary School (GHSS) Rainawari,
coincidingwithaMass Parent-Teacher
Meeting (PTM). The initiative seeks to
makelocal streamwater safe for drink-
ing by preventing sewage inflow, pro-
tecting publichealthand safeguarding
the ecosystem.

The programme brought togeth-
er faculty and students from multiple
schoolsacross the Rainawari cluster.
Noted environmentalist and Chair-
man of Nigeen Lake Conservation
Organisation (NLCO), Mr. Manzoor
Ahmad Wangnoo, graced the occasion
as Chief Guest, while Prof. M.A. Shah,
Head of the Department of Physics at
NIT Srinagar, was the Guest of Honour.
The event was presided over by Mrs.
GulshanAfroza, Principal GHSS Rain-
awari.

Students showcased their creativ-
ity through performances promoting
environmental awareness and com-
munity responsibility. The Chief Guest
and Guest of Honour also toured the
school campus, viewing its well-
equippedscience laboratory, flourish-
ingvegetablegarden,and aninnovative
QR-coded planter system that allows
studentstodigitally track plantgrowth
andstrengthentheirbond withnature.

The project is being led by GHSS

students under the supervision of Mr.
Khursheed Ahmad and Mr. Gowhar
Khursheed, with the School Green
Team headed by Miss Irm Fatimah,
who officially handed over the proj-
ectdocument to Mr. Manzoor Wang-
noo in the presence of Prof. Shah.

In hisaddress, Manzoor Wangnoo
praised the school’s holisticapproach
to environmental stewardship, call-
ing GHSS Rainawari “a hidden gem”
forits commitment to eco-conscious
education. He extended special appre-
ciation to the school gardener for
maintaining the green campus and
announced that NLCO, in collabora-
tion with participating schools, will
adopt and clean a designated patch
of Dal Lake to instill environmental

responsibility among students. He
concluded by thanking Prof. Shah,
Principal Afroza, senior lecturers,
teachers, parents and students for
their active participation.

Prof. M.A Shah, in his remarks,
commended theinitiative and urged
all educational institutions to show
similar dedication towards environ-
mental protection.

The event concluded with a col-
lective pledge by all participants to
make the school premises complete-
ly free from plastic and polythene.
Principal Mrs. Afroza expressed
gratitude tothe distinguished guests,
faculty, students,and partner schools
for their contributions to making the
programme a resounding success.

Traffic Police Rural
Kashmir Holds Patriotic
Tiranga Yatra on NH-44

m HT News Desk

AWANTIPORA, AUG 09: Traffic Police Rural
Kashmir today organised a vibrant Tiranga Yatra
along NH-44, from Toll Plaza Kachkote to Kaigham
and back. The rally saw enthusiastic participation
from traffic police personnel, toll plaza employees,
and local residents, all proudly carrying the
national flag.

The march showcased unity and national pride,
with the saffron representing courage and sacri-
fice, white symbolising peace and truth, green

denoting faith and prosperity, and the Ashoka
Chakraembodying progress and justice. The sight
of uniformed officers walking alongside civilians
under the fluttering tricolour created a powerful
display of patriotism.

The event concluded at Toll Plaza Kachkote
with heartfelt thanks to all participants, and
special appreciation for the local civilians who
joined the rally.

Drug Control Officer & Police Inspect Courier
Services in Ramban to Curb Drug Trafficking

m HT News Desk

RAMBAN, AUG 9: In line with
the directives of District Adminis-
tration Ramban, the Drug Control
Officer, in coordination with
Police authorities, conducted
inspections at courier centers in
Chanderkote to check the misuse
of courier services for the sale of
narcotics and psychotropic drugs
in the district.

During the inspection, special
focus was laid on deliveries of
medicines, particularly psycho-
tropic drugs ordered online. The
Drug Control Officer sensitized
courier service providers about
the potential abuse of their
services by drug peddlers,

®© 00 ©

highlighting that unverified
consignments can be easily
transported without detection.

The inspection team instruct-
ed all courier service centers in
Ramban district to immediately
report any suspicious medicinal
parcels to the Drug Control
Department. They were also
directed to monitor addresses
that frequently receive such
consignments and to remain
vigilant to prevent courier
services from being misused for
drug trafficking.

They said team will conduct
regular inspections of all courier
service centers to ensure the
authenticity of consignments
containing medicines. This

measure aims to curb the misuse
of habit-forming drugs and
reinforce efforts to eradicate drug
abuse from society.

The Drug Control Officer
urged courier agencies to
cooperate, stating, “It is our
collective responsibility to
combat drug addiction. Every
consignment of medicine or
suspicious parcel must be
verified before delivery.”

Courier operators have been
strictly directed not to dispatch or
deliver any medicine consign-
ment without prior intimation to
the Drug Control Department,
Ramban, through WhatsApp at
9596231600 or via email at
drugofficeramban@gmail.com.

Mega Tiranga Rally Enthralls Banihal under
Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign

m  HT News Desk

RAMBAN, AUG 9: As part of
the Har Ghar Tiranga campaign
being celebrated across district
Ramban under the leadership of
Deputy Commissioner, Moham-
mad Alyas Khan, a vibrant Mega
Tiranga Rally was today orga-
nized in Banihal to mark the
79th Independence Day celebra-
tion.

The event in Banihal was led
by Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) Banihal, Mohammad
Naseeb Bajraan, and aimed at
instilling patriotic fervor while
promoting the spirit of unity. It
witnessed enthusiastic partici-
pation from a large number of

students, teachers, and locals.
Carrying the tricolour in their
hands and chanting slogans of
national pride, the participants
filled the main market and
streets of Banihal with the
colours of the nation.

The rally commenced from
the GMHSS Banihal and passed
through the main market,
drawing wide attention from the
public. The event was marked by
the active involvement of
educational institutions, civil
society members, and officials
from various departments.

Addressing the gathering, the
SDM highlighted the signifi-
cance of the Har Ghar Tiranga
campaign, urging citizens to

hoist the national flag atop their
homes especially from 13th to
15th August as a tribute to the
nation’s journey of indepen-
dence. He lauded the over-
whelming participation of the
youth, terming them as the
torchbearers of the country’s
bright future.

The rally concluded with the
singing of the National Anthem,
symbolizing collective commit-
ment towards the ideals of
freedom, unity, and integrity.
The programme was organized
with the cooperation of the local
administration, police, educa-
tional institutions, and commu-
nity members, reflecting a deep
patriotic spirit.
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akeena ltoo inaugurates Science
Block at GHSS D K Marg Kulgam

Addresses PTM’s at GHSS D K Marg, K B Pora

m HT News Desk / DIPR

KULGAM, AUG 09: Minister for
Education, Sakeena Itoo, today inau-
gurated the newly constructed Science
Block at Government Higher Second-
ary School (GHSS), D K Marg besides
participating in Parent-Teachers Meet
(PTM) of the institute.

Director School Education Kashmir,
CEOKulgam, Principal GHSS D.K Marg,
SDM DH Pora, senior officers of district
administration, faculty members and
students were presenton the occasion.

While speaking on the occasion of
the Cluster PTM, the Minister said that
the government is focused to ensure
access to quality education for all,
adding that concrete measures are

being taken to strengthen the educa-
tionalinfrastructure across theregion.
She added that the government is
actively creating and upgrading the
school infrastructure across Jammu
and Kashmir to provide students with
modern, well-equipped learning en-
vironments.

The Minister further said that the
students possess immense talentand
the government is giving special focus
to the education and health sectors,
ensuring inclusive development. She
noted that there isample talentamong
the students which needs tobe tapped
in a positive way by providing them
with platforms to showcase their
abilities, including those from remote
areas.

The Minister highlighted that the
schools will be equipped with all kind
of basic amenities like washrooms,
fencing and other essential facilities
to create a better learning environ-
ment.

The Minister also said that the
tourism potential of DH Pora and its
surrounding areas like Aharbal, Kong-
wattan, Kounsarnag and Panchan
Pathriareas, known for their pristine
beauty, rich biodiversity and trekking
routes, will be tapped to boost tourism
activities in these areas. She added
that the local youth will be trained in
tourism related trades to boost the
self employment avenues for them
and also develop these areas eco-
nomically.

The Minister also felicitated NEET
achiever and anathlete of the institu-
tion on the occasion.

Later, the Minister visited GHSS
K.B.Pora and participatedina PTM at
the institute.

Addressing the gathering, the Min-
isters said that Omar Abdullah led
government is determined to ensure
holistic development of Jammu and
Kashmir. She added that education
and health sectors are prime target
for this government for development,
adding that infrastructure and staff
augmentationinschools and hospitals
is being boosted for public good.

Onthe occasion, the Minister also
distributed aids and appliances among
the Childrenwith Special Needs(CWSN).

Har Ghar Tiranga campaign and Raksha

Bandhan celebrations strengthen civil-military
bond in Rajouri

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

RAJOURI, AUGUST 09: On the direc-
tions of Deputy Commissioner Rajouri
Abhishek Sharma, a series of patriotic
activities were organised across the dis-
trict, especially along the Line of Control
(LoC), as part of the ongoing Har Ghar
Tiranga campaign.

Aspartofthe celebrations, various gov-
ernment schools along the LoC—including
GMS Chowki, GMS Jhangar, BMS Chary-
alla, BMS Pacca Makaan, GMS Pind Narian
and HS Bamliya—marked the occasion of
RakshaBandhanwith great fervour. Students
collaborated with the Indian Army, BSFand
other security agencies, enthusiastically
tying rakhis to the soldiers to express deep
respectand gratitude for their unwavering
service to the nation.

Deputy Commissioner Abhishek Shar-
ma directed all Additional Deputy Com-
missioners (ADCs) and Sub-Divisional
Magistrates (SDMs) to ensure that Raksha
Bandhan celebrations with security forces,

" JUIe

especially the Indian Army, were organised
intheirrespective subdivisions. The initia-
tive aimed to reinforce the spirit of unity,
patriotism and mutual respect between
civilians and armed forces personnel.

The events witnessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from the districtadministration,
students, teachers and community mem-
bers showcasing the district’s enduring
bond with the guardians of the nation’s
borders.

Drug Control Officer and Police inspect courier
services in Ramban to curb trafficking

m HT News Desk / DIPR

RAMBAN, AUGUST 09: In line
withdirectives from the District Ad-
ministration Ramban, the Drug Con-
trol Officer, in coordination with
Police authorities, inspected courier
centres in Chanderkote to check for
the misuse of services for the sale of
narcotics and psychotropic drugs.

During the inspection, the team
focused on deliveries of medicines,
particularly psychotropic drugs
ordered online. The Drug Control
Officer sensitised courier service
providers about the potential abuse
of their services by drug peddlers
and highlighted how unverified
consignments can be easily trans-
ported without detection.

Theinspectionteaminstructed
all courier service centres in Ram-
ban district to immediately report
any suspicious medicinal parcels
to the Drug Control Department.

They were also directed to monitor
addresses that frequently receive

such consignments and to remain
vigilant to prevent courier services

from being misused for drug traf-
ficking.

The team will conduct regular
inspections of all courier service
centres to ensure the authenticity
of consignments containing medi-
cines. This measure aims to curb
the misuse of habit-forming drugs
and reinforce efforts to eradicate
drug abuse from society.

The Drug Control Officer urged
courier agencies to cooperate, stat-
ing, “Itisour collective responsibil-
ity tocombat drug addiction. Every
consignment of medicine or suspi-
cious parcel must be verified before
delivery.”

Courier operators have been
strictly directed not to dispatch or
deliver any medicine consignment
without priorintimation to the Drug
Control Department, Ramban,
through WhatsApp at 9596231600
orviaemail atdrugofficeramban@
gmail.com.

DC Budgam reviews progress of 125 bedded New District
Hospital, 100 bedded CCU at Reshipora

Construction of New District Hospital & Critical Care Unit in full swing: Dr Bilal

m HT News Desk / DIPR

BUDGAM, AUGUST 09: Depu-
ty Commissioner (DC) Budgam,
Dr.Bilal Mohi-ud-Din Bhat, today
conducted an extensive visit to
the under-construction 125-bed-
ded state of art New District Hos-
pitaland the 100-bedded Critical
Care Unit (CCU), both located in
the Reshipora area of Budgam.

During the site inspection, DC
emphasised the importance of

expediting the ongoing construc-
tion work to ensure the timely
completion of these crucial health-
care projects.

He highlighted that these fa-
cilities will significantly enhance
thedistrict's healthcareinfrastruc-
ture and provide advanced med-
ical services to the residents.

Speaking on the occasion, DC
stated that he was extremely en-
couraged by the rapid pace of de-
velopment goingonatthese places.

“Our commitment to upgrading
healthcareinfrastructureisunwav-
ering, and these new projects will
play a pivotal role in providing ad-
vanced medical services to our
community. The effortsand dedica-
tionofallinvolved arecommendable,
andlam confident that these insti-
tutionswillsoonsetnewbenchmarks
in patient care and emergency
services,” he added.

DrBilal said thatdistrictadmin-
istrationalong with R&B and health

departmentisworkinginafocused
manner to ensure that both these
key projectsofthedistrictare com-
pleted at the earliest, paving the
way for their dedication to the pub-
licahead of its scheduled timeline.

The completion of the hospital
and critical care unit will play a
pivotalroleinaddressing health-
care needs in Budgam, particu-
larly in providing specialized care
and critical medical facilities to
patients within the district, he

added,

DC said that regular and con-
sistent monitoring of the projects
isbeing conducted to ensure that
teethingissues,ifany,areaddressed
real time with multi-departmen-
tal coordination to achieve before
schedule completionand seamless
progress.

DC was accompanied by Ex-
ecutive Engineers R&B, AEEs and
representatives of executing agen-
cies.

Javid Dar inaugurates Macadamization
Projects in Rafiabad Constituency

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

BARAMULLA, AUGUST 9: Minister for
Agriculture Production Department, Rural
Development Department, and Panchaya-
tiRaj,Javid Ahmad Dar, today inaugurated
the macadamization work of roads in
various localities of Rafiabad Constituency
including Alsafa Colony B&C, Rohama Seri-
pora, Brandub Kammer and Khanmoh and
Tujjar Sharif - Zanipora road, Baramulla.

Javid Dar stated that the road infra-
structure developmentisaimed atimprov-
ing the connectivity and accessibility for
residents. He further said that the govern-
mentis determined forenhancing the road
conditions to facilitate smooth transporta-
tion and boost local economic activities in
these areas.

The Minister assured that macadamiza-
tion ofroadsin these localities is expected
tohave a positive impact on the local com-
munity, improving connectivity, accessibil-
ity and economic activity. The projects
demonstrate the government's efforts in
enhancing the quality oflife for the residents

®© 00 ©

and promote sustainable development in
the region.

Reasi glows in colours of unity as Har Ghar
Tiranga Campaign 2025 gains momentum

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

REASI, AUGUST 09: The Har Ghar Tiranga
Campaign 2025, organised by the District Ad-
ministration Reasi under the leadership of
Deputy Commissioner Nidhi Malik, is sweep-
ingacross thedistrict withremarkable enthu-
siasm and participation. The tricolour is
proudly displayed in schools, colleges, mu-
nicipal wards and panchayats, reflecting the
spirit of Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat.

Across various blocks, students, teach-
ers and local representatives have joined
hands to celebrate the nation’s pride through
avariety ofengaging activities. School walls
and notice boards are adorned with Tiran-
ga-inspired artwork, while public spaces
feature vibrant rangoli designs in the colours
of the national flag. Creative workshops
for making tricolour rakhis have enabled
students to express their love for the nation.

The campaign also features the innova-
tive Tiranga Weaves and Threads initiative,
which highlights traditional craftsmanship
in saffron, white and green, displayed in
markets and community centres. Quiz

competitions are being organised to deep-
en knowledge of the Constitution and
strengthen democratic values among the
youth.

With every street and institution radi-
ating patriotic fervour, Reasi has transformed
intoaliving canvas of unity and pride. The
Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign continues to
gain momentum, setting the tone for a
grand and memorable Independence Day
2025 celebration across the district.

DC Budgam stresses joint role of
parents & teachers in holistic
development of children

m HT News Desk / DIPR

BUDGAM, AUGUST 09: A parent-teacher meeting
was today held at Government Higher Secondary
School (GHSS) Nagam, Chadoora, under the flagship
initiative of School Education department Kashmir,
with a focus on strengthening the collaboration be-
tween home and school for the overall welfare and
growth of students.

Deputy Commissioner (DC) Budgam, Dr. Bilal Mo-
hi-ud-Din Bhat, presided over the event as the chief
guest. In his address, he emphasized that the well-
rounded development of children requires consistent
and coordinated efforts from both teachers and parents.

He said that the responsibility of the administra-
tion is not just to educate children academically, but
to nurture their moral character, life skills, and re-
silience so they can meet the challenges of the future.

DrBilal underscored that parents must maintain
active communication with teachers, take interest
intheir child’s learning, and extend guidance beyond
school hours. He said that a child’s success is the
result of teamwork between school and home.

DCsaid thatevery child deserves the combined men-
torship, care,and discipline of both teachers and parents.

Expressing concern over the rise in substance
abuse among youth, DC called upon parents to remain
alert and informed. He said parents must closely
monitor their wards’ activities, peer groups, and
online engagements.

He said that early awareness, open communica-
tion, and timely intervention are crucial in shielding
our children from drugs. He also urged for collective
responsibility to safeguard the future generation.

DC highlighted the need to promote cultural,
literary, and sports activities alongside academics,
noting that such exposure builds confidence, leader-
ship qualities, and a sense of identity in students.

He said that a balanced education is one that culti-
vatesintellect, creativity,and moral valuesina person.

The event featured an impressive cultural pro-
gramme with performances by students from vari-
ous schools of the block, including a poetic song,
traditional Kashmiri Rouf, a drama, and other artis-
tic presentations that reflected the rich heritage of
the region.
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Agriculture sector
progresses by leaps and
bounds; courtesy HADP

The Holistic Agriculture Development Pro-
gramme (HADP) has led to a revolution in the
agriculture sector. More and more people are
taking up the agriculture sector as a viable
means ofincome and as such are contributing
towards the householdincome. Like commer-
cial floriculture, commercial agriculture has
also taken roofs in the Kashmir valley. Agricul-
ture has progressed by leaps and bounds over
the past few years with people reaping the
benefits.

The silver lining in this whole scenario is that
women have taken up agriculture as their
profession and more and more female
agripreneurs are coming to the fore. Success
stories of female agriculturalists are emanating
from the different parts of the Kashmir and
Jammu regions. Since agriculture has turned
info afull-fledged round the year activity veg-
etables are available to the people in the
Kashmir valley.

Notlong ago the Kashmir valley would face
a scarcity of the vegetables during the winter
more so when the Srinagar-Jammu national
highway would get closed on account of
inclement weather. Things have changed in
the recent past with the green houses herald-
ing a new revolution in the agriculture sector.
Almost all types of vegetables are available
to the people round the year and the people
are heaving a sigh of relief.

The availability of green vegetables during
the winter season has led to less dependence
ondried vegetables and the dried vegetables
are considered as delicacies by the people.
Since some of the doctors have voiced concem
over the usage of dried vegetables it is impor-
tant that necessary caution is followed while
using such vegetables. In such a scenario the
availability of green vegetables has come as
a welcome relief.

Overthe years the Department of Agriculture
has taken many innovative measures so as to
motivate the existing farmers to adoptthe new
techniques so that there is an increase in the
production. Itis due to these measures thatthe
young generation has also been motivated to
take up agriculture as a full ime means of
employment. This is a great step since the
youngergenerationis not running aftergovern-
ment jobs.

Itis high time thatmore and more youngsters
take a plunge in the agriculture sector so that
they turn out to be successful entrepreneurs.
This will ensure that more and more people are
willing to set up their own ventures rather than
going after government jobs or menial jobs.
This would give a new dimension fo the eco-
nomic progress scenario of the Kashmir valley.

Rakshabandhan: Are Siblings
Truly Keeping Their Promise?

0
m Dr. Satyawan Saurabh

Rakshabandhan is not just a fes-
tival of tying rakhi and giving gifts,
but it is a symbol of affection, trust
and mutual cooperation between
brotherand sister. Today this festival
is getting reduced to social media
show-offand formalities. Brotherand
sister stay apart for the whole year,
but one day they give proof of 'keep-
ing the relationship' by clicking a
photo. The real protection is when
both of them become each other's
supportindifficult times, whether it
is emotional or financial. The mean-
ing of the festival is not likes, but
presence in life. It is important to tie
the thread of Rakhi not only on the
wrist, but also in the heart.

Festivals are a mirror of India's
cultural soul. They are not just dates
recorded in the calendar, but are liv-
ing symbols of emotions, relation-
ships and social bonds linked for
generations. Rakshabandhan is also
one such festival, which symbolizes
the bond of affection, protectionand
trust in the relationship of brother
and sister. But the questionis, are we
really following the basic spirit of this
festival today, or has it also been lost
in the glare of show and formality
like other festivals?

A journey from tfradition to the
present

Rakshabandhanwasonceanocca-
sion when sisters applied tilak on
their brother's forehead, tied a rakhi
andtook a promise oflifelong protec-
tion and support from them. This
protection was not only to protect

them from physical dangers but also
an assurance of standing by themin
every difficulty of life. Brothers also
fulfilled this promise with great pride.
This relationship flourished in the
courtyard of the house, was reflect-
edinletters and lasted for a lifetime.
Buttoday, tyingarakhihasbecome
a'photogenic' event. Posting pictures
on social media, giving expensive
gifts, ordering rakhis online - all this
is making it superficial instead of
touching the real emotion. Commu-
nicationbetween brothers and sisters
is decreasing, and the scope of the
word 'Raksha' is also shrinking.

The changing meaning of
defence

Inold times, sisters did not depend
only ontheirbrothers, but they knew
that in times of trouble, their broth-
ers would become their shield. In
today's times, both brothers and sis-
ters are so entangled in their busy
lives that they are often unaware of
each other's problems. The meaning
of protection has now become more
limited to 'financial help' or 'emer-
gency support'than 'physical protec-
tion'.

But there is an irony here too -
when a sister is financially capable,
she often helps her brother, but this
sentiment does not find much space
inthe discussion of Rakshabandhan.
In our culture, the responsibility of
protection is still put on the brother
in a one-sided manner, whereas in
modernrelationships, protectionand
cooperation should be from both
sides.

Inthe age of social media, festivals
have become more of a publicdisplay
than a private experience. Pictures
ofrakhi, videos of gifts, status updates
- all these suppress the real soul of
the relationship. Many times broth-
ersand sisters do not talk forawhole
year, but on the day of Rakhi they
click pictures and post them online
sothatsociety gets proofofa 'perfect

relationship".

This pretense hides the truth that
many sisters are victims of domestic
violence, mental harassment or eco-
nomic exploitation and brothers
remain silent even after knowing it.
At the same time, many brothers
want emotional support from their
sisters in the difficulties of life, but
they too get only the answer of 'fes-
tival relationship".

Lack of sensations

The basic idea behind Raksha
Bandhanwas thatbrothers andsisters
should become each other's strength
and not weakness. But today, there
isadearthof sensitivity. Relationships
may be of blood, but formality and
distance are increasing in them. In
cities, family bonding is getting
weaker due to jobs, business and
personal priorities.

This situation is a matter of con-
cernnotonly for Rakshabandhanbut
for all family relationships. If the
relationship between brother and
sisterislimited toaone-day celebra-
tion, then in the coming times this
festival will also become a festival of
only 'flowers, sweets and photos'.

Equality approach

Intoday's time, protection cannot
be the responsibility of a man alone.
Sisters should also play an equal role
inthelives of their brothers - wheth-
er it is emotional support, advice or
ashouldertoleanonindifficult times.
Abrother-sister relationship is mean-
ingful only when there is equality
and mutual cooperation in it.

If a brother has to shoulder the
responsibility of his sister's marriage,
education or career, then the sister
also has the responsibility to under-
stand her brother's needs and help
him. This balance can keep thisrela-
tionship relevant even in modern
times.

We have to understand that the
realvalue of the festival lies notiniits

rituals butin the emotions behind it.
Both brothers and sisters should lay
the foundation of their relationship
with trust and cooperation and not
justmaintainit with the help of gifts
and photos. Talking to each other
throughout the year, sharing small
joys and troubles is what keeps the
relationship alive. A phone call, a
meeting, or the feeling of standing
together in difficult times, creates a
bond much stronger than the thread
ofRakhi. Itis more important to main-
tainitinreality rather than showing
it on social media. Rakhi does not
mean 'likes' but presenceinlife. Both
brothers and sisters should take care
of each other's safety, respect and
needs. The thinking of one-sided
responsibility has to change. While
performing the ritual of Rakhi, it is
important to give place to modern
valuesintherelationship - like equal-
ity, freedom and personal respect.

Thereal promise of Rakshaband-
han

Raksha Bandhan is not just a fes-
tival but a true test of relationships.
This day reminds us that there are
people in our lives to whom we are
connected without any selfishness.
But if this connection survives only
on the date of the calendar, then its
real significance will be lost.

Today, there is a need to tie the
thread of Rakhinot only on the wrist
but also in the heart - a bond that
fulfils the promise of affection,
respect and protection 365 days a
year. Only then will we be able to say
that we are truly fulfilling the prom-
ise oflove and protection as brothers
and sisters.

The author is a Poet, freelance
journalist and columnist, Radio
and TV panelist, 333, Fairy
Garden, Kaushalya Bhawan,
Barwa (Siwani) Bhiwani, Haryana
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Rakhi - the symbol of Affection & Responsibility

®  Omkar Dattatray

Raksha Bandhan is a popular and traditionally
Hindu annual rite or ceremony that is central to a
festival of the same name celebrated in South Asia
tis also celebrated in other parts of the world sig-
nificantly influenced by Hindu culture .It is one of
the important festival of Hindus and in Santan
Dharma its significance cannot be exaggerated .On
this day ,sisters of all ages tie a talisman or amulet
called Rakhi around the wrists of their brothers .
They symbolically protect them ,receive a gift in
return and traditionally invest the brothers with a
share of the responsibility of their potential care .
Raksha Bandhan is observed on the last day of the
Hindu lunar calendar month of Shraavana ,which
typically falls in August .The expression Raksha
Bandhan (Sanskrit literally ‘the bond of protection
,obligation and care) is now principally applied to
this ritual .So this festival is the bond of love, affec-
tion and protection between the brothers and sisters
and has an important place in Hinduism .Until the
mid 20th century .the expression was more com-
monly applied to a similar ritual ,held on the same
day ,with precedence in ancient Hindu texts.In that
ritual ,adomestic priest tiesamulet,charms or threads
onthe wrists of their patrons,or changes their sacred
thread ,and receives gifts of money .This is still the
case in some places .On this auspicious occasion
sisters tie rakhi or thread on the wrist of their broth-
ersasamark oflove affection,symbol of protection
and bonding between the brothers and sisters .This
festival is celebrated every year with great fervor
and enthusiasm and with the ritual of this festival
the bond and love between the brothers and sisters
is strengthened .This festival coincides with the
Shravan Purnima and this day is celebrated and
culminates with the Darshan of Lord Shiva and his
consort Parvati at the natural cave of Shri Amarnath
Jiinthe Himalayas of Southerndistrict of Anantnag
.By contrast ,the sister-brother festival ,with origin
in folk lore and culture ,had names which varied
with location.Some were rendered as saluno,silana
and rakri .A ritual associated with saluno included

the sisters placing shoots of barley behind the ears
of their brothers .Of special significance to married
women ,Raksha Bandhan is rooted in the practice
of territorial or village exogamy .The bride marries
out of her natal village or town ,and her parents by
custom do not visit her in her married home .In
rural northIndia,where village exogamy is prevalent
Jarge numbers of married Hindu women travel back
to their parents homes every year for the ceremony
of tying Rakhi to their brothers .Their brothers who
typically live with their parents or nearby ,sometimes
travel to their sisters married home to escort them
back .Many younger married women arrive few
weeks earlier at their natal homes and stay until the
ceremony of Rksha bandhan .The brothers serve as
lifelong intermediaries between their married sisters
and parental homes ,as well as potential stewards
of their security .In urban India ,where families are
increasingly nuclear ,the festival has become more
symbolic but continues to be popular .The rituals
associated with this festival have spread beyond
their traditional regions and have been transformed
through technology and migration .Other factors
that have played arole are movies,social interaction
and promotion by politicized Hinduism as well as
by nation state .Among females and males who are
not blood relations ,the act of tying the rakhi amu-
lets has given rise to the tradition of voluntary kin
relationship ,which has sometimes cut across lines
of caste ,class and religion. .In fact Rakhi or Raksha
Bandhanis aHindu festival celebrating the relation-
ship between the brothers and sisters .This year
Rakhi will be celebrated on 31st of August 2023.
But unfortunately a confusion regarding the date
of Raksha Bandhan has been created by some un-
scrupulous religious brokers as there is confusion
whether Rakhi will be celebrated on 30 or 31st Au-
gust because of Bhadun .However the religious
scholars have made it clear that the festival of Rak-
sha Bandhan falls on 31st of August as it always
coincides with Shrawan Purnima .Raksha Bandhan
iscelebrated across the country asasymbol of bond
between siblings .Rakhiis an ancient Hindu festival
.Rakhi celebrates bond between the brothers and
sisters .Sisters tie Rakhi on the wrist of brothers as
amarkoflove and brothers pledge to protectand guard
theirsisters through thickand thin.The festivalis very
famous with several cultures in the country as the
concept of duty and love between siblings is universal
.Onthe morningofthe festival day, brothers and sisters
gather together with their families .Sisters tie rakhis
(threads) as a symbol of protection .Rakhis are also
used celebrate other relationships between neighbors

and friends .Raksha Bandhan is a monsoon festival
which has a deeper meaning The rainy season eradi-
cates all the filth and convolutions of life The season
gives us affluence and a new hope to relish life to its
fullest .That is why Shrawan month is considered as
holytocelebrate the untainted bondage of love between
siblings and the advent of good fortune .Raksha Band-
han also known as Rakhi or Rakri ,is a joyous festival
celebrated by Hindus worldwide to honor the bond of
love and responsibility between brothers and sisters.
.However the significance of this festival goes beyond
biological relationships asitbrings together the people
of all genders ,religions and ethnic backgrounds to
celebrate various forms of platonic love .The term
‘Raksha Bandhan 'translates to the knot of protection
in Sanskrit .Although the rituals associated with fes-
tivalvaryindifferentregionstheyallinvolve the tying
of athread .The sister or a sister like figure ties a color-
fuland sometimes elaborate thread around her broth-
erswrist,symbolizing her prayers and well wishes for
his protection .In return the brother presents his sis-
ter withameaningful gift The origins of RakshaBand-
hancanbe traced back to ancient times .References to
this festival can be found in legends related to Alex-
ander the Greatdatingback to 326 BCE.Hindu scriptures
alsocontainseveral accounts of RakshaBandhan There
are many stories how this festival started in Sanatan
Dhrama .But in all probabilities ,the most popular
story in Indian mythology is that of Lord Krishna and
Draupadi, the wife of the five Pandavas .The story goes
,onMaker Sankaranti,Krishna cuthislittle finger when
handling sugarcane .His queen Rukminiimmediately
sent an official to get bandages .Meanwhile Draupadi
-who was watching the entire incident ,cut off a little
bit of her saree and tied his finger with it to stop the
bleeding.InreturnKrishna promised to help herwhen
required .That is the story behind the help Krishna
provides during the unceremonious disrobing of
Draupadi Krishna came and made her saree never
ending,saving her the embarrassment by giving her
protection when she needed it most.And this is how
itis believed that Rakshabandhan started. Another
story as per Shrimad Bhagavtam describes another
event centered around Bali Maharaja ,who was a
great devotee of Lord Vishnu .Won by the Bali’s de-
votion,Lord Vishnu agreed to eternally protect Bali
Maharaja by becoming his doorkeeper .Goddess
Laxmi ,Lord Vishnu’s consort wanted him to come
home ,disguised herselfasapoor women seeking help
,and approached Bali.

The author is a columnist,
social and KP activist
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National Book Lovers Day: Increasing

Importance of Books in the Cha

B Vijay Garg

National Book Lovers Day is celebrated
on 9th August every year. This day is ded-
icated tothose wholovereading, forwhom
books are not just the means of knowledge,
but the direction of spiritual balance and
mental journey. But in today's time it is
natural to get up the question whetherwe
are actually still left to the book Lovers?

Books were the mostimportant source
of knowledge, entertainment and life val-
ues until a few decades ago. It was a mat-
ter of pride to have asmalllibrary at home.
Those who could not buy books resorted
tomunicipalities orinstitutional libraries.
There was an account open, books were
issue, and read and returned. It was arite,
the rite of sharing knowledge. But after
the advent of the digital age, this tradition
gradually wentdown. Today, smartphones,
tablets and internet have not only replaced
booksbutalso affected people’s concentra-
tion, patience and studiousness. Many
historical and prominent libraries have
been locked or had illegal occupations. A
whole generation of youth is unaware of
these experiences. Theylook forlifeinreels
and emotions in messages.

Though social media and digital plat-
forms have democratized writing. Now
anyone can say, post, share their thing.
This has brought out many new writers
and thinkers who are raising the ground
issues of society. But the question is, can
this digital writing equate the depth, sen-
sation,and research of traditional literary
writing? Along with this, now Artificial
Intelligence has also entered the world of
writing. It not only makes writing simple,
but also gives creativity a new direction.
But when everything starts to 'meet
instantly’, like statistics, references, quotes

YADONNH

from Google, the need for serious and
intense contemplation makes people feel
less. That's why today's writing gets a
satchedness.

Inthis changing scenarioithasbecome
necessary that we revive the book love
again. Give children the rite of library,

.....

motivate youth to read digital writing as
well as traditional literary compositions.
The world of books does not only give
information, that approach also engages.

Books for knowledge nolonger required

Knowledge does not meet books. After
all, why did Kabirdas have to say, Pothi is

atradition, Jag Mua, Pandit Bhaya Na Koy.
Dhai akhar prem ka, read so pandit yes.
This couplet means how many people in
the world reached the gate of death while
reading rough texts, but not all scholars
could. Kabirdas says that, ifonereads only
two and a half letters of love or love cor-

nging Era

rectly, then he recognizes the true form of
love and the same is true knowledgeable.
Education can be taken from books, but
for knowledge you have to look at the
chahunor. Knowledge around the world
is wisdom.

Knowledge hasalways been paramount
in the world. Everyone wants to be suc-
cessful in life. Want to reach your goal by
achieving the key to success. For this they
remain immersed in books only. Knowl-
edge from books can be earned, but it will
be largely limited knowledge. Gathering
information is essential for success. Cha-
hunoristhe bar ofinformationin the world.
So go out of the book and look around you
in the world and gather knowledge.

It has been seen that even after hold-
ing a high- high degree, people fail very
muchin practical life, they do not under-
stand how to take off and use this book-
ish knowledge of yours in life. Acharya
Vinoba Bhave termed such a situation as
'Hanuman Jump?'. It is therefore important
to acquire human and practical knowl-
edge as well as bookish knowledge. It is
derived from us not from books, but from
social behaviour, from surroundings and
experience.

Many people will have a question about
how to collectinformation afterall? There
is different criteria for everyone to get
success. People want to make their career
in different fields. Interact with people
related to the area you want to move for-
ward or whatever goal you have. Interact
with your Gurujans, family members,
successfulindividuals and people around,
the best means of information is com-
munication. Only through the dialogue
can you gather all the information in the
world and earn knowledge. That is why
Kabirdasalsoexplains throughhis couplets
that being immersed in books will never
lead tothe shedding of knowledge.Rather
than love experience, one can touch the
pinnacle of knowledge.

Vijay Garg Retired Principal
Educational columnist Eminent
Educationist street kour Chand MHR
Malout Punjab

Environmental Awareness

Students Should Stay Away from
Drugs: A Path to a Better Future

Smaill Steps Big Impact
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The world is facing multiple envi-
ronmental problems today. Climate
change, pollution, deforestation, over-
exploitation of natural resources, loss
of biodiversity, and other environ-
mental issues are threatening our
planet’s sustainability and our own
well-being. The situationis dire, and
we urgently need to take action to
mitigate these problems. We have
the solutions to most of these issues,
but we ignore them, thinking that
they don’t affect us directly or that
we can't make adifference. However,
weare wrong. Each of us can contrib-
ute to the environment’s well-being,
and we must start doingitnow. Let’s
take the example of plastic bags.
Despite the ban on polythene bags,
most of us still use them to carry our
purchases, thinking thatit’s notabig
deal. But we forget that plastic bags
are hazardous and not even free. We
must realize that our actions have
consequences, and we are respon-
sible for them. Similarly, we must stop
throwing garbage in nearby drains
and parks. We must understand that
small actions like these can have a
significant impact on the environ-
ment,and we must take responsibil-
ity forthem. Wateris anotherresource
that we waste without realizing its
value. We use running taps to wash
our hands, brush our teeth, and do
other chores, without considering
how much water we are wasting. We
must realize that water is a precious

resource, and we must use it judi-
ciously. Our ancestors used water
wisely, and it’s because of their fore-
sight that we have water today. We
must follow their example and pass
onthisresource to future generations.

Inour pursuitof growth and ambi-
tion, we have forgotten the impor-
tance of sustainable agriculture. We
use pesticides, chemical fertilizers,
and insecticides to increase crop
yields, withoutrealizing the damage
we are causing to the environment.
The excessive use of chemicals has
led to a health hazard, and we must
find ways to grow crops sustainably.
Young environmentalists can do
research in this field and come up
with innovative solutions that can
benefit the community. We must
make a conscious effort to use public
transport for longer journeys and
walk for shorter distances. Our fore-
fathers preferred walking, and they
were healthier than us. We must
follow their example and make walk-
inga habit. We must understand that
our actions have consequences, and
we are accountable for them. The
resources we have inherited are a gift
from the Almighty,and we must pass
them on to future generations. We
must mend our ways and end the
exploitation of every resource. We
know the ecological crisis of the pres-

B -

ent times, and we must value the
environment. The government should
also take steps to improve public
transport infrastructure and con-
nectivity to encourage people to use
it more.

We must mend our ways and start
making small changes that can have
asignificantimpact. It’s time to wake
up and start taking action before it’s
toolate. The environmental problems
we face today require immediate
attentionand action. Itisnotonly the
responsibility of individuals to make
changesintheir daily habits, but also
the duty of the governments to take
steps toensure the sustainable devel-
opment of the region. The local
administration should invest in
improving public transportation sys-
tems, enforce strict regulations on
the use of pesticides and other harm-
fulchemicalsinagriculture,and pro-
mote the use of eco-friendly products.
They should also work with local
communities toraise awareness and
educate people about the importance
of protecting our environment. By
working together and taking collec-
tive action, we can ensure a healthi-
er and more sustainable future for
ourselves and for generations tocome.

The author is a Regular
Columnist and Freelance Writer

m  Suresh Kumar

Drugs are one of the most serious threats to the
well-being of today’s youth. Students, who are the
future of any nation, are especially vulnerable todrug
abuse due to peer pressure, curiosity, stress, and lack
of awareness. The teenage years are full of chal-
lenges — from academic pressure to identity forma-
tion—and during this sensitive phase, many students
fall into the trap of drug addiction. This article aims
tospread awareness about the dangers of drug abuse
among students and highlight the importance of
staying away from drugs for a successful and healthy
life.

Why Students Fall info Drug Abuse

Peer Pressure: Friends or classmates often persuade
students to try drugs just for fun or as a social activ-
ity.

Curiosity: Adolescents are naturally curious. They
want toexperiment with new things, including harm-
ful substances.

Stress and Anxiety: Academic pressure, relation-
ship issues, or family problems can push students
towards drugs as a form of escape.

Lack of Awareness: Many students don’t know
how addictive and harmful evenasingle trial of drugs
can be.

Easy Availability: Unfortunately, drugs are easily
accessible, even near educational institutions, making
it more tempting for students.

Consequences of Drug Use on Students

Health Issues: Drug abuse severely affects physi-
caland mental health. It canlead to chronic diseases,
mental disorders, and even death in extreme cases.

Academic Failure: Drug users often lose focus,
interest, and discipline in their studies, leading to
poor performance and even dropout.

Damaged Relationships: Addiction often creates
conflicts with parents, teachers,and friends, isolating

the student from society.

Legal Trouble: Possession or use of illegal sub-
stances can lead to arrest, criminal charges, and a
ruined future.

Loss of Self-Respect: Addiction robs students of
their dignity, self-confidence, and the dreams they
once had.

Preventive Measures

Strong Family Support: Parents should maintain
open communication with children and be involved
in their lives. Emotional support and guidance play
a big role.

Awareness Programs in Schools: Regular drug
awareness campaigns, workshops, and seminars
should be conducted to educate students about the
dangers of drugs.

Life Skills Education: Schools should teach coping
mechanisms, stress management, decision-making,
and assertiveness to help students resist pressure.

Counseling and Therapy: Professional counselors
should be available in schools and colleges for students
facing emotional or psychological issues.

Strict Laws and Surveillance: Authorities must
ensure strict monitoring near schools and colleges to
prevent drug peddling and punish offenders.

Role of Students

Students must take personal responsibility for
their actions. Saying “No” to drugs is not a sign of
weakness but a sign of strength. They must choose
friends wisely, avoid negative influences, and focus
on their goals. Participating in positive activities like
sports, music, reading, volunteering, and skill devel-
opment can help students stay on the right track.

Conclusion

Drugabuseisaserious threat, butitis preventable.
Students must understand that their future depends
onthe choices they make today. By staying away from
drugs, they not only protect their health and educa-
tion but also become responsible citizens who con-
tribute positively to society. The fight against drugs
begins with awareness, courage, and the determina-
tion to say “No” to anything that can ruin their life. A
bright future awaits those who walk on the path of
discipline, self-respect, and positive thinking.

The author is a Computer Faculty, Govern-
ment Girls Senior Secondary School MHR Malout
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In the Kashmir Valley, we other essential nutrients. S o
mostly experience scorching R . g
heat from June to the end of Freshens Breath & Oral Health: Detoxifies y = ke “
August. This infense heat can the mouth, freshens breath, and may help .

m Sahil Manzoor Bhatti

To stay fit and energetic, we need a bal-
anced diet—meaning an adequate amount
of all the essential food components
required for proper growth and overall
development.

In the Kashmir Valley, we mostly experi-
ence scorching heat from June to the end of
August. This intense heat can dehydrate our
bodies and make us unwell. However, it also
brings significant benefits for natural vegeta-
tion. Every season has its own importance
and benefits for flora and fauna, so we must
adapt ourselves to live within varying and
sometimes harsh natural conditions.

The Almighty has blessed us with foods
that suit our body’s needs in every season.
Believing in and consuming a natural diet is
key to maintaining health. Water, in particu-
lar, plays avital role in keeping us fit—it keeps
the body hydrated and helps prevent serious
issues like urinary infections, kidney stones,
fatigue, and dull skin.

Today, I will explore the health benefits
of lemon.

dehydrate our bodies and
make us unwell. However, it
also brings significant benefits
for natural vegetation. Every
season has its own
importance and benefits for
flora and fauna, so we must
adapt ourselves to live within
varying and sometimes harsh
natural conditions

Lemons - A Vitamin C Powerhouse

Lemon is one of the tastiest and most
beneficial citrus fruits. It offers a variety of
health benefits—helping reduce belly fat,
supporting kidney function, and boosting
immunity. Packed with vitamin C, lemons
enhance skin glow, improve digestion, and
keep the body hydrated, especially during
summer heat.

Lemon juice is also an effective aid for
weight loss, as it boosts metabolism. Many
obese individuals drink lemon water on an
empty stomach and notice positive results.
Mixing lemon juice with lukewarm water
amplifies its benefits. Besides vitamin C,
lemons also contain vitamin B complex,
calcium, magnesium, potassium, fiber, and

relieve toothache. Weight Loss Support:
Pectin fiber helps reduce hunger cravings.
ReducesInflammation: Regular consumption
can lower inflammation and support the
body’s natural detox process. Boosts Energy
&Hydration: Keeps you energeticand hydrat-
ed for hours. Mental Health Aid: Acts as a
natural anxiety and depression reliever.
Antiviral Properties: Helps protect against
various illnesses.

How to Use Lemon Water

For Weight Loss: Squeeze half a lemon
into a glass of water. If overweight, squeeze
awhole lemon into a glass of water. Drink in
the morning on an empty stomach. For Best
Results:Add lemon juice to lukewarm water. .
Drink it after a 30-minute walk. Repeat dai-
ly for 30 days.

Final Note:

Nature hasalready provided us with every-
thing we need to maintain good health.
Something as simple as a lemon can make a
big difference when used regularly and
wisely.

My best lemons.

If you want, I can also format this into a
magazine-style health column so it looks
more professional and ready for publication.
That way, it will have headings, highlighted
facts,and amore appealinglayout for readers.

sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.com
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Medanta Mediconsult Centre

NEURO

DR. SAJAD AHMAD
PALLA

MBBS, DNB (Medicine)

Specialist Physician - Comprehensive Adult Care

v Expertise in: + Hypertension (High BP)
+ Diabetes & Metabolic
Disorders
+ Thyroid llinesses
* Respiratory & Lung Diseas
+ General Internal Medicine
(&) OPD Timings: + Every Sunday
10:00 AM=2:00PM « 10:00 AM
@ Location: Khaliq Medicate, Near Posffice,
Tangmag Bus Stand
Compassionate Care + Accurate Diagnosis « Patient-Centered Treatment

Book your appointment now! +9198 5855607
+917780 895122
@ 96222 00900 / 94191 91439

OPD y

Dr. Jyoti Sehgal
Director

Neurology

Institute of Neurosciences

+ Numbness in Hand
and Feet

Symptoms:
« Paralysis
« Loss of Memory
« Back Pain
+ Epilepsy
« Neuralgia

« Parkinson's Disease

+ Headache

+ Sleeplessness /
Insomnia

Wednesday,23rd July 2025

9:30Am to 1:30Pm

Venue:- 30A,A/D-Green Belt,

(Opp. Hotel Asia-Behind HP Petrol Pump),

Gandhi Nagar ,Jammu-180004

8 Dr Lot Pavidabs

Book Your
Full Body Health
Check-up
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Uric Acid Creatinine Cholesterol Complete
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Detect Early Signs
of Heart Attack

Get a check-up with the best
/]

o =

Dr. Sheik Mustafa’
M.B.B.S, MD (OBSTETRICS & GYNAECOLOGY)
Former Associate Professor GMC Srinagar

Fellowship reproductive health & research
(Geneva Switzerland)

Available At

Cardiologist of Valley
37051022389

DR TARIQ RASHID

Imaging & Diagnostic Centre

OPD Timings ® 8082641411 @ radiocareimaging@gmail.com

4PM - 7PM

Hospital Location
Shifa Hospital Magarmal bagh Srinagar

© Nowpora Bandipora Gurez Road Near Board Office

KASHMIR'S HEART
IS IN GOOD CARE!

DR. SANJEED SULTAN KAWOOSA
(MBBS, MD DGO)

SENIOR CONSULTANT GYNAECOLOGIST & OBSTETRICIAN

i ESS5CO

"~ PLACEMENTS PVT. LTD
Your Futire begins fere

ADMISSION

Study 9n open

BANGLADESH!

</ MBBS / BDS / Engineering / Other Professional Courses

IT’S TIME TO ACT ——

Youth are the backbone of our society. Let’s unite
to eliminate the curse of drug addiction once and
ar all. Together, we can build a healthier, stronger,

LET’S PLEDGE TODAY —TO STAND UNITED AGAINST DRUG ABUSE.  An awareness initiative by
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SAY NO TO DRUGS,
SAY YES 10 HEALTHY FUTU

and addiction-free tomorrow.

ARAM

Foundation

Space Devoted in Public Interest by HEADLINES TODAY

(Reg. No.: 23527

WILL BE AVAILABLE y
FOR CONSULTATION ON: /

DAY: Saturday r’/ o 5
: v
TIME: From 4:00 PM \
onwards N
VENUE: Mediwave
Chemists & Druggists,

Near J&K Bank, Gulmarg
Road, Kreeri

Experienced Cardiologists,

World-Class Facilities

Treatment For

-\
CALETO KNOW MORE
1800 889 8984

Free Angioplasty through Ayushman Bharat

For prior appointments,

Jan Arogya Yojana kindly contact:

. 7006441407
&y UEEISEE | KASHMIR 9797080837 A
- YOUR HEALTH AND WELL-
BEING ARE OUR PRIORITY.
@ gzisql:g;rfuper Speciality Hospital
4 PARAS

Now don't worry

ARE YOU CONCERNED

about the cost ABOUT YOUR
of treatment Heart
Book an appointment Health?
18008898984
PACKAGE \

Facilities available Pty e .
+ Angiography s
+ Angioplasty & Conetitation & ™MT/ ECHO
« Pacemaker

Free Angioplasty by Ayushman Bharat / Golden card

All TPA panel facilities, CGHS, ECHS & SGHS card applicable

</ Top Government & Private Universities

</ Hassle-free Admission Process

«/ Visa, Documentation & Travel Assistance

+/ 100% Genuine Consultancy - Trusted by Thousands

Why Choose Us?

© Guaranteed Admissions in Top

© Gowvt. & Private Universities

O Full Support with Visa, Documentalion & Travel
© Affordable Fee Structures

© Experienced & Trusted Cansultancy

(YA

o [inmited Seats fuailalile
Apply Early to
Secure Your Spot!

Visit us today and take the first step
towards a brighter future!

For Meae Detasts, Condact s Now:
Umer Abad, Zainkote, HMT, Sgr.
7006710373 - 7051779981

info@esscoplacements.com, esscoplacements@gmail.com
www.esscoplacements.com
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DC Budgam stresses joint role of parents & teachers

m HT News Desk / DIPR

BUDGAM, AUGUST 09: A par-
ent-teacher meeting was today
held at Government Higher Sec-
ondary School (GHSS) Nagam,
Chadoora, under the flagship ini-
tiative of School Education depart-
ment Kashmir, with a focus on
strengthening the collaboration
between home and school for the
overall welfare and growth of
students.

Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Budgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-ud-Din
Bhat, presided over the event as
the chief guest. In his address,
he emphasized that the well-
rounded development of children
requires consistent and coordi-
nated efforts from both teachers
and parents.

He said that the responsibility
of the administration is not just
toeducate children academically,

but to nurture their moral char-
acter, life skills, and resilience so
they can meet the challenges of
the future.

DrBilal underscored that par-

ents must maintain active com-
munication with teachers, take
interest in their child’s learning,
and extend guidance beyond school
hours. He said thatachild’s success

istheresult of teamworkbetween
school and home.

DCsaid thateverychild deserves
the combined mentorship, care,
and discipline of both teachers
and parents.

Expressing concern over the
rise in substance abuse among
youth, DC called upon parents to
remainalertand informed. He said
parents must closely monitor their
wards’ activities, peer groups, and
online engagements.

He said that early awareness,
opencommunication, and timely
intervention are crucial in shield-
ing our children from drugs. He
also urged for collective respon-
sibility to safeguard the future
generation.

DC highlighted the need to
promote cultural, literary, and
sportsactivities alongside academ-
ics, noting that such exposure
builds confidence, leadership

qualities, and a sense of identity
in students.

He said thatabalanced educa-
tionisone that cultivates intellect,
creativity, and moral values in a
person.

The event featured animpres-
sive cultural programme with
performances by students from
various schools of the block, in-
cluding a poetic song, traditional
Kashmiri Rouf, a drama, and
other artistic presentations that
reflected the rich heritage of the
region.

Besides, SDM Chadoora, Teh-
sildar Chadoora, DYCEO Budgam,
teachers, parents, and students
participated in the event.

Participants appreciated the
initiative and pledged to work
collectively for the educational
advancement and moral safe-
guarding of the student com-
munity.

DC Bandipora flags-off Chota
Amarnath Yatra

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

Mega Tiranga rally enthralls Banihal under

Har Ghar Tiranga campaign

ing the tricolour and chanting na-
tional slogans, participants filled the

AUGUST 13 to 15 as a tribute to the
nation’s journey of independence. He

SKUAST-K, KVK Budgam organize
Input distribution programme
under ICAR-TSP

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 09: In an initiative to uplift
tribal farming communities, KVK Budgam, under the
leadership of Vice Chancellor, SKUAST-K, Prof. Nazir
Ahmad Ganai organized an Input distribution pro-
gramme today under the ICAR-Tribal Sub Plan (TSP)
under project ‘Outreach of technology & distribution
of farming tools for economic upliftment of ST and
low income farmers.’

The programme aimed at empowering tribal farm-
ers through the provision of vital agricultural inputs.

The event was chaired by Prof. (Dr.) Raihana Habib
Kanth, Director Extension, SKUAST-K, as the chief
guest, who led the distribution and interacted with
the beneficiary farmers.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof. (Dr.)Raihana em-
phasized the importance of continued handholding
and field-level demonstrations to ensure optimal
utilization of inputs and long-term impact on pro-
ductivity thus improving the socio-economic condi-
tions of tribals by providing timely support and in-
troducing need-based technological interventions.

She stressed the importance of adopting scien-
tific practices for achieving sustainable agricultural
growth and improving rural livelihoods.

Prof. & Head KVK Pulwama (PI of the project),
Prof. Javeed Ahmad Mugloo in his address highlight-
ed the objectives of the Tribal Sub Plan, emphasizing
the commitment of [CAR and SKUAST-Kashmir towards
improving the livelihoods of tribal farming com-
munities through location-specific technologies,
capacity building and input support. He urged farm-
ers to adopt scientific farming practices and make

main market and streets of Banihal
with the colours of the nation.

The rally commenced from GMHSS
Banihal and passed through the main
market, attracting widespread public
attention. Educational institutions,
civil society members and officials
from various departments were ac-
tively involved.

The SDM highlighted the significance
ofthe campaign, urging citizens to hoist
the national flag on their homes from

BANDIPORA, AUGUST 09: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC)Bandipora, Indu Kanwal Chib, along with
SSPBandipora, Harmeet Singh Mehta today flagged-
off the annual Chota Amarnath Yatra from Sharda
Temple, Kaloosa, amid an atmosphere of devotion
and communal harmony.

The Yatra, a revered spiritual journey to the
Chota Amarnath Holy Cave in Arin-Dardpora, holds
deep significance for devotees of Lord Shiva. Pilgrims
from across Jammu and Kashmir and other parts of
the country gathered to embark on the sacred pil-
grimage, seeking blessings at the holy cave.

RAMBAN, AUGUST 09: As part of
the Har Ghar Tiranga campaign, a vi-
brant Mega Tiranga Rally was organ-
ised today in Banihal to mark the 79th
Independence Day celebration.

Sub-Divisional Magistrate (SDM)
Banihal, Mohammad Naseeb Bajraan,
led the event, which aimed to instil
patriotic fervour and promote a spir-
it of unity. It saw enthusiastic par-
ticipation from a large number of
students, teachers and locals. Carry-

Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan: Drug de-
addiction awareness prog. held at BHS
Shallakhud Dara in Harwan

praised the overwhelming participation
oftheyouth, callingthem the torchbear-
ers of the country's bright future.

Therally concluded with the sing-
ing of the national anthem, symbolis-
ing a collective commitment to the
ideals of freedom, unity and integrity.
Thelocal administration, police, edu-
cational institutions and community
members cooperated to organise the
programme, which reflected a deep
patriotic spirit.

the best use of the inputs provided.

Prof. & Head KVK Budgam, Dr. Bilal Ahmad Lone
highlighted the objectives of the ICAR-TSP initiative
focusing on holistic development of tribal farmers
through input support, skill development and tech-
nological empowerment.

During the programme, inputs were distributed
among identified tribal beneficiaries of Shuplain,
Nowgham villages of block Khag. The inputs are
expected to support better crop productivity and
sustainable farming practices in the district.

Floriculture Deptt Launches Training Institute at
Rajbagh to Boost Commercial Floriculture

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

A day before the flag-off, DC interacted with
members of the Kashmiri Pandit community. She
extended her best wishes to the pilgrims for a safe
and spiritually fulfilling journey.

District administration, in close coordination
with the police and other departments, ensured
comprehensive arrangements for the smooth conduct
of the Yatra. These included track development up
to the Maha Daneshwar Temple, provision of wash-
rooms, langer services, deployment of medical teams,
adequate security arrangements, and safe drinking
water facilities along the route.

The 15-kilometer Yatra commences from Arin-
Dardpora, passing through Shampthan, and culmi-
nating at the Chota Amarnath Cave. Adequate secu-
rity personnel, health camps, and volunteers were
stationed throughout the route to facilitate a hassle-
free pilgrimage.

Among others, Additional Deputy Commission-
er Bandipora, Assistant Commissioner Revenue, As-
sistant Commissioner Development and Tehsildar
Bandipora besides other concerned officers from the
district administration, volunteers, and senior citi-
zens of the town were present during the flag-off
ceremony.

OFFICE OF THE HEADMASTER .
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m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 09: Continuingits
outreach under the Nasha Mukt J&K Abhi-
yan, Cultural Unit Srinagar of the Depart-
ment of Information & Public Relations
(DIPR) today organised adrug de-addiction
awareness programme at Boys High School
(BHS) Shallakhud, Dara Harwan Srinagar.

A thought-provoking short play was
performed by a local group of theatre art-
ists, vividly depicting the vicious effects of
substance abuse on individuals, families,
and communities. The engaging performance

drew the attention of students and staff,
encouraging open dialogue on preventive
measures.

Mirza Jehangir, head of the Institution,
in his address, urged students to remain
vigilant and committed to leading a drug-
free life, highlighting the vital role of
education in shaping a responsible gen-
eration.

Burhan Hussain, Cultural Officer, un-
derscored the power of performing artsin
spreading impactful social messages and
called upon the youth to become ambas-
sadors of positive change.

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 09: The Floriculture
Department, Kashmir, has operationalized
its long-awaited Training Institute at Ra-
jbagh, markingatransformative step toward
enhancing floriculture education, skill
development, and livelihood generationin
the Valley.

Theinstitute commenced its first train-
ing program today with aninaugural batch
of 100 trainees, comprising progressive
flower growers, budding entrepreneurs,
and field functionaries from various dis-
tricts.

Officials highlighted that the primary
objective of the institute is to upgrade gar-
dening and landscaping skills, introduce
trainees to modern technological innova-
tions in floriculture, and promote a com-
mercial, market-driven approach to flow-
er cultivation. Thisinitiative aims to bridge
the gap between traditional practices and
contemporary scientific methods, empow-
ering participants with both theoretical
knowledge and hands-on, practical train-
ing.
The curriculum includes modules on
greenhouse and polyhouse management,
ornamental plant propagation, nursery
establishment,advanced landscaping tech-
niques, pestand disease management, and
floral marketing strategies. Trainees will
alsobe exposed to recent advances in hor-
ticultural tools and machinery to improve
productivity and quality.

Inaforward-looking move, the depart-

ment announced plans to forge collabora-
tions with premier universities, research
institutions,and allied agricultural depart-
ments, ensuring a steady flow of knowledge
exchange, research insights, and global
best practicesinto the region’s floriculture
sector.

Speakingat thelaunch, officials expressed
confidence that theinitiative will strength-
entheValley's floriculture industry,enhance
farmerincomes, and open new avenues for
rural youth employment. They added that
the institute will function as a centre of
excellence, attracting growers from with-
inJ&K and potentially from other states in
the future.

Local growers and trainees welcomed
the move, termingita “game-changer” for
the commercial floriculture landscape of
Kashmir, especially in a market where de-
mand for ornamental plants, landscaping
services, and export-quality flowers is
steadily rising.

Teetwal Hosts Historic Mega Tiranga Rally Under ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ Campaign
Hundreds March with 1.5 km National Flag Near LoC, Showcasing Patriofism and Unity

m HT News Desk / DIPR

KUPWARA, AUGUST 09: In
a remarkable celebration of
patriotism at one of India’s re-
motest and most sensitive
frontiers, Teetwal, a picturesque
border village along the Line
of Control (LoC) in Kupwara
district,came alive today with
aMegaTirangaRally under the
nationwide ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’
campaign, part of the ongoing
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav ini-
tiative.

The rally—one of the largest
ever witnessed in the Karnah
subdivision—drew hundreds
of enthusiastic participants,
including students, government
officials, security personnel,

®© 00 ©

community elders, and local
residents. It was flagged off by
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Kupwara, Shrikant Balasaheb
Suse, from Gundishart Teet-
wal, with senior officers in at-
tendance, including SSP Kup-
wara, Gulam Jeelani; ACRKup-
wara; SDM Karnah; Chief Edu-
cation Officer; ACD; ASP; and
other dignitaries.

At the heart of the event
was an awe-inspiring 1.5 km-
long National Flag, carried by
participants through the streets
of the border village. As the
tricolour fluttered majesti-
cally in the mountain breeze,
the rally transformed into a
movingriver of saffron, white,
and green, echoing with slogans

of “Bharat Mata Ki Jai” and
“Vande Mataram”. The sight
stirred deep emotions among
the onlookers, many of whom
lined the route to cheer and
wave smaller flags from their
homes and shops.

The rally concluded at Teet-
wal Ground, located justa short
distance from the LoC, where
participants stood united under
the Tiranga—a powerful image
of national solidarity inaregion
that has historically endured
cross-border tensions.

Speaking to the media, DC
Suse called the rally a sym-
bolicbridge between the nation’s
heartland and its frontiers,
stressing that every citizen,
especiallyinborder areas, plays

an integral role in nation-
building. He urged all residents
of Kupwara to proudly hoist
the National Flag at their homes
ahead of Independence Day,
noting, “The Tiranga is not just
a flag—it embodies the sacri-
fices, struggles, and dreams of
our people. It is the very soul
of our nation.”

The event also featured cul-
tural performances by students
from various schools, who cap-
tivated the audience with patri-
otic songs, traditional dances,
and thematic skits portraying
India’s freedom struggle and
unity in diversity. Several per-
formers dressed in regional at-
tire, representing the rich cul-
tural mosaic of Jammu & Kash-

mir, while also showcasing local
art and music traditions.

Community elders and guest
speakers took the stage to share
stories of border residents’ re-
silience, recalling times when
Teetwal served asahuboftrade
and cultural exchange before
partition, and how today’s gen-
eration continues to uphold the
spirit of peace and progress de-
spite challenges.

The rally not only strength-
ened the bonds of national in-
tegrationbutalso sentaresound-
ing message of peace, pride, and
unity fromthe LoC to the rest of
the country—proving that even
inthe farthest corners, the heart-
beat of India remains strongand
unwavering.
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Public Notice

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

I have lost the RC of my Maruti Swift VXI bearing registration
number LAO1 010605. Now I want to apply for its duplicate.
Anybody having any objection may contact ARTO Kargil within
the period of 7 days.

Name: Bulbul Ansari, S/o: Mohd. Hussain
R/o: Sangrah Sankoo Kargil

I have lost the RC of my Maruti Swift VXI bearing registration
number LAO1 010605. Now I want to apply for its duplicate.
Anybody having any objection may contact ARTO Kargil within
the period of 7 days.

Name: Bulbul Ansari, S/o: Mohd. Hussain
R/o: Sangrah Sankoo Kargil

Public Notice

My Daughter's Date of Birth (DoB) wrongly mentioned in

her Aadhar card as 04-03-2001 instead of 17-10-2001.Now i

am applying for its correction if anybody have any objection

in this regard He/She may contact concerned Authorities within

seven days from the publication of this notice after that no
objection will be entertained.

FAYAZ AHMAD BUKHARI F/O IQRA FAYAZ

R/O KREERI BARAMULLLA

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application for issuance of RBA certificate applicant
MOHD YOUSUF SHEIKH S/O. AB GANI SHEIKH SHEIKH R/O
SHEIKHPORA Tehsil KREERI in favour of daughter AYAT YOUSUF
for the issuance of RBA in his /her / their favor.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office
of the undersigned for the issuance of RBA in this connection
a report of patwari halga concerned has been sought which
reveals that the applicant is currently residing in the village
of SHEIKHPORA of Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the SHEIKH
community having annual income 400000// the details of
family of the applicant are as fallows:

1. MOHD YOUSUF SHEIKH head 57 years farmer

2. MUGLI BEGAM wife 56 years Housewife

3. AIJAZ AHMAD Son 33 years labour

4. RAFIQ AHMAD Son 31 years Labour

5. AYAT YOUAUF daughter 24 years Student

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay
order of said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim
this office within 07 days, after that no objection shall be
entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of GHULAM MOHD WANI S/O WALIMOHD
WANI R/O KREERI for the issuance of LEGAL HEIR certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that MOHD ASHRAF
WANI S/O GH MOHD WANI R.O KREERI has passed away on
07/04/1998 .The report of the patwari further depicts that
the deceased has left behind following dependent as tabulated
below:

1. GH MOHD WANI 85 years Father aged

2. SARA BEGUM 75 years Mother aged

3. FAROOQ AHMAD 48 years Brother shopkeeper

4. ASHIQ ABTAL 40 vyears Brother shopkeeper

5. NASEEMA AKHTER 44 years Sister housewife

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Legal heir
certificate in favour of Self.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay
order of said certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of GH MOHAMMAD AALIE S/O ABDUL
KARIM AALEIR/O WARIPORA PAYEEN for the issuance of LEGAL
HEIR certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that PARVEENA
AKHTER D/O GH MOHAMMAD AALIE has passed away on
31/03/2000 .The report of the patwari further depicts that
the deceased has left behind following dependent as tabulated
below:

1. GH MOHAMMAD AALIE 65 years Father farmer

2. ASHA BEGUM 63 years MOTHER H/W

3. BILAL AHMAD AALIE 26 years Brother labour

4, SHOWKAT AHMAD AALIE 23 years Brother //

5. PARVAZ AHMAD 20 years Brother //

6. MASHOOQ AHMAD 15 Years Brother student

7. MUMTAZA AKHTER 24 years sister H/W

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Dependent certificate
in favour of Self.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application for issuance of RBA certificate applicant
MOHAMMAD SHABAN SHEIKH S/O. GHULAM RASOOL SHEIKH
R/O SHEIKPORA Tehsil KREERI in favour of Son's MOHD NADEEM
,SHOWKAT & WAHEED AHMAD R/O SHEIKHPORA for the issuance
of RBA in his /her / their favor.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of RBA in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicant is currently residing in the village of SHEIKHPORA
of Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the SHEIKH community having
annual income 701292// the details of family of the applicant are
as fallows:

1. MOHD SHABAN SHEIKH self 61 years retire employee

2. HALEEMA BEGAM wife 60 years Housewife

3. RIFAT AKHTER daughter 31 years H/W

4. MOHD NADEEM Son 29 years CSC centre

5. WAHEEDA BANO daughter in law 28 years H/W

6. SHOWKAT AHMAD son 28 years private employee

7. WAHEED AHMAD son 26 student

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining to Birth of
SAHIBA FAISAL S/O MOHAMMAD FAISAL R/O RAJA -KA- TAJPUR
Tehsil CHANDPORA  Distt. Baramulla having verified the date of
Birth as 25/04/2018 and event has been shown to be occured
at CHC KREERI for issuance of delay order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of AYAZ AHMAD DAR S/O MOHD AKBAR
DAR R/O HAIL JAGIR for the issuance of LEGAL HEIR certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that JAVID AHMAD
DAR S/O MOHD AKBAR DAR R.O KREERI has passed away
on 22/02/1997 .The report of the patwari further depicts that
the deceased has left behind following dependent as tabulated
below:

1. MOHD MAQBOOL DAR 58 years brother labour married

2. AYAZ AHMAD DAR //50 years //

3. FAYAZ AHMAD DAR //40 years

4. AB HAMID DAR //37 years [/

5. SHABIR AHMAD DAR // 33 years //

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Legal heir
certificate in favour of Self.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay
order of said certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

IN THE CASE OF:

Gh. Ahmad Sheikh

S/o: Mohammad Sultan Sheikh
R/o: Ward No. 6, Bandipora
(Complainant)

V.
Ab. Gani Khan

S/o: Mir ud din Khan

R/o: Chowadi, Jammu
(Accused)

CORAM: Amandeep Singh
JO Code: JK00352

ORDER

1. Learned counsel for the complainant present. Nemo from the accused.
2. Non-bailable warrant of arrest issued to the accused was received with the endorsement and report from the concerned

The Court of Judicial Magistrate 1st Class Bandipora

D.O.I: 11-04-2023 | CNR No: JKBP030005112023 | D.O.O: 28-07-2025

Sarpanch that the accused is not found at the place of residence and his present place of residence is not known to anyone. This
Court on 11.04.2023 issued summons to the accused and from last two years repeated summons and warrants has been issued to
the accused, however, on one pretext or the other, he was able to dodge the process of the Court. The conduct of the accused has
made it amply clear that he is trying to conceal himself so that the warrant could not be executed. As such, this Court is left with
no other option but to issue the proclamation requiring him to appear before this Court by or before the date specified in the

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining to Birth
of UMER AHMAD GANIE S/O ALI MOHAMMAD GANIE R/O
KAKOTHAL Tehsil kreeri  Distt. Baramulla having verified the
date of Birth as 05/03/2006 and event has been shown to
be occured athome for issuance of delay order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Wagoora

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar has submitted case file pertaining to Death
of ZAIBA BEGUM GM/O SAKEENA BEGUM R/O WATERGAM
Tehsil WAGOORA Distt. Baramulla having verified the date
of Death as 15/01 /2015 and event has been shown to be
occured at HOME for issuance of delay order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of death certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Wagoora

proclamation.

iii. Copy to be affixed in the Court premises.
4. Put up on 04.09.2025.

Announced

28.07.2025

DIPK: 5058/25 | Dated: 09-08-2025

3. Office is directed to frame a proclamation and forward a copy of the said proclamation to the following:
i. In charge Police Post, Sainik Colony, Jammu for affixing one copy in the homestead of the accused.
ii. Copy to be published in local newspaper for wide circulation in Sainik Colony, Jammu.

Sd/- Judicial Magistrate 1st Class
Bandipora

In The Court of Judicial Magistrate 1st Class Bandipora

IN THE CASE OF:

Hilal Ahmad Bhat

S/o: Ab. Aziz Bhat

R/o: Aragam, Bandipora
(Complainant)

V.
Ab. Gani Khan

S/o: Mir ud din Khan

R/o: Chowadi, Jammu
(Accused)

CORAM: Amandeep Singh
JO Code: JK00352

D.O.1: 11-04-2023 | CNR No: JKBP030005112023 | D.O.O: 28-07-2025

ORDER

1. Learned counsel for the complainant present. Nemo from the accused.

ﬂp‘lxels Pvt.Ltd

EXCELLENCE WITH PERFECTION

Branding ¢ Designing e Printing ¢ Web e Event e Advertising

LARGE SCALE PRleG,/; Lg w‘
4|7§”’W :

| [onE |
| | STOP SHOP e [P

FORALL YOUR

RO NG E N 0 A
ADING BRAND

OUR SERVICES [

Large Format Printing | signage Supply of Office | Printing

Digital & Offset Printing Graphic Design &, Stationery. Photocoying
Promotion Display Materials Embroidery Vinyl cuttng Scanning

Printing 1 Screen Printing | Branding ‘ Binding | Lamination

CALL OR WHATSAPP

7006618090 | 9858086898

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Wagoora

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar has submitted case file pertaining to Death
of RAFEEQA BEGUM  W/O MOHD YOUSUF R/O WATERGAM
Tehsil WAGOORA Distt. Baramulla having verified the date
of Death as 23/08 /2016 and event has been shown to be
occured at HOME for issuance of delay order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of death certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Wagoora

2. Non-bailable warrant of arrest issued to the accused was received with the endorsement and report from the concerned
Sarpanch that the accused is not found at the place of residence and his present place of residence is not known to anyone. This
Court on 11.04.2023 issued summons to the accused and from last two years repeated summons and warrants has been issued to
the accused, however, on one pretext or the other, he was able to dodge the process of the Court. The conduct of the accused has
made it amply clear that he is trying to conceal himself so that the warrant could not be executed. As such, this Court is left with
no other option but to issue the proclamation requiring him to appear before this Court by or before the date specified in the
proclamation.

3. Office is directed to frame a proclamation and forward a copy of the said proclamation to the following:

i. In charge Police Post, Sainik Colony, Jammu for affixing one copy in the homestead of the accused.

ii. Copy to be published in local newspaper for wide circulation in Sainik Colony, Jammu.

iii. Copy to be affixed in the Court premises.

4. Put up on 04.09.2025.

Announced

28.07.2025

Sd/- Judicial Magistrate 1st Class
Bandipora

DIPK: 5056/25 | Dated: 09-08-2025

Room No 12, Huda Ash Central Market, Abi Guzar Lalchowk, Srinagar
email: srpixels2021@gmail.com
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Public Notice

My son's mother's name has been wrongly written as
AFROZA BEGUM in school record while his correct mother's
name is ROZI BEGUM as per aadhar record which needs to
be corrected if anybody having any objection in this regard
he /she may file his /her objection in the office of ZEO WAGOORA
/ GOVT HIGH SCHOOL WATERGAM within seven days from
the publication of this notice after that no objection will be
entertained.

Name: Rozi Begum
M/o: Haris Shabir
Zone: Wagoora

JAMMU AND KASHMIR SPECIAL TRIBUNAL

OLD ASSEMBLY COMPLEX FIRST FLOOR SRINAGAR

Notice of BAILABLE WARRANT AGAINST JOINT COMMISIONER PLANNING Srinagar Municipal Corporation in case titled
Mohammad Shafi Haroon vs Commissioner SMC and ors.
Hon’ble Chairperson of J&K Special Tribunal has passed the following orders in the above titled case on 06.08.2025:
“...Directions were passed to the respondents on 17.06.2025 and 24.06.2025 for constituting a technical team from the engineering
wing of SMC to ascertain the factual position on spot, in respect of height, both the orders were communicated to the respondents
but same has not been implemented on ground and report has not been submitted to this Tribunal. Bailable warrants of arrest be
issued against the Joint Commissioner (Planning) for not adhering the directions of this Court and same be published in daily news
papers both in Jammu and Kashmir. Report of technical team to be submitted within three days positively, failing which the impugned
notice shall be stayed. List the case for further proceedings on 11.08.2025"
Accordingly, the SHO police station Shaheed Ganj is directed through the medium of this notice to ensure the presence of Joint
Commissioner Planning before J&K Special Tribunal Srinagar (Hon’ble Chairperson) on 11.08.2025
By order of Chairperson.
Sd/-
Deputy Registrar
DIPK: 5051/25
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Satish Sharma Pays Tributes to Bravehearts L/
Nk Pritpal Singh, Sepoy Harminder Singh

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 09: Min-
ister for Food, Civil Supplies &
Consumer Affairs, Transport, In-
formation Technology, Youth Ser-
vices and Sports, Satish Sharma,
today paid rich and heartfelt trib-
utes to the valiant Army personnel
Lance Naik Pritpal Singh and Sepoy
Harminder Singh, who made the
supreme sacrifice during ongoing
anti-terrorist operationsin Kulgam
district.

In a solemn condolence mes-
sage, the Minister said, “I salute
the indomitable courage and self-
less devotion of our brave hearts
L/Nk Pritpal Singh and Sep Har-
minder Singh, who laid down their
lives in the service of the moth-
erland. Their valour, grit, and un-
wavering determination will always
be remembered with pride by the
entire nation.”

Expressing deep sorrow over
the irreparable loss, Sharma ex-
tended heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved families, stating, “In
this hour of grief, my thoughts
and prayers are with the families
of these martyrs. The people of
Jammu & Kashmir and the entire
country stand shoulder to shoul-
der with them, sharing their pain
and pride.”

The Minister reaffirmed the
Government’s unwavering com-
mitment towards honouring the
sacrifices of the Armed Forces, not-
ing that the supreme sacrifice of
these martyrs will inspire genera-
tions to come. He emphasised that
the valour of the Indian Army con-
tinues to be the bedrock of nation-
al security, and that every soldier’s
sacrifice strengthens the nation’s
resolve to defeat terrorisminallits
forms.

Sharma also lauded the pro-

fessionalism, dedication, and
selfless service of the Indian Army,
which, he said, has time and again
demonstrated unmatched cour-
age in safeguarding the sover-
eignty and integrity of the coun-
try. He called upon the youth to
draw inspiration from the life
stories of these fallen heroes and

imbibe the spirit of patriotism,
duty, and unity.

He further mentioned that the
nation’s gratitude cannot be mea-
sured in words, but will be re-
flected in continued support to
the families of martyrs through
welfare measures, financial as-
sistance, and recognition of their
legacy.

Meanwhile, arrangements are
underway for the final rites of the
martyrs, which will be conducted
with full military honours. Senior
officials, representatives of civil
administration, and thousands of
locals are expected to gather to
pay their last respects. Across
various towns and villages, citizens
have begun lighting candles, of-
fering prayers, and organising
silent marches in memory of the
two soldiers whose courage has
left an indelible mark on the na-
tion’s heart.

Awareness Programme
on 'World Tribal Day' Held

at Pulwama "

JAMMU, AUGUST 09: Dr Sanjay Gupta

Dr Sanjay Gupta takes charge as new

Director Animal Husbandry, Jammu
HT News Desk / DIPR l -

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

PULWAMA, AUGUST 09: District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA) Pulwama today organized anaware-
ness programme on World Tribal Day in collaboration
with the Education Department Pulwama at Govern-
ment Middle School Aditrag Sangarwani, aimed at
empowering tribal communities through education
on their rights and welfare schemes.

Onthe occasion, Chief LADC Pulwama enlightened
participants—comprising tribal elders, youth, and
students—about their constitutional and legal en-
titlements. The gathering was sensitized on key leg-
islations including the Scheduled Tribes and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act 2006, Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, Panchay-
ats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act 1996 (PESA),
Right to Fair Compensation and Transparencyin Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act
2013, and NALSA (Protection and Enforcement of
Tribal Rights Scheme) 2015.

Speakers emphasized that World Tribal Day is not
only a symbolic observance but also a reminder of
the need to safeguard tribal identity, culture, and
resources. It serves asanoccasion to promote policies
that protect indigenous heritage, while ensuring
equal access to education, healthcare, and livelihood
opportunities.

The Dy. Chief LADC and Assistant LADCs Pul-
wama underscored the importance of creating a fair
and inclusive environment where tribal communities
can thrive socially and economically without fear of
exploitation or cultural marginalization. They called
for active community participation in safeguarding
forestrights, preserving traditional knowledge, and
embracing sustainable development models that
respect tribal values.

The eventalso featured interactive sessions, where
community members voiced their concerns regard-
ing land rights, access to government schemes, and
preservation of customary practices. Legal aid vol-
unteers guided participants on how to avail free
legal services for the protection of their rights.

A similar awareness programme was conducted
at TLSC Tral in collaboration with Government High
School, Batnoor Tral, which witnessed enthusiastic
participation from students and locals.

today took charge as the new Director
Animal Husbandry, Jammu, at the Director-
ate of Animal Husbandry in Talab Tillo.
Senior officers and staff of the department
were present for the handover.

With over thirty-five years of experi-
ence, Dr Gupta has held several key positions
in the department across various districts
of the Jammu division and in Ladakh.

After assuming charge, he instructed
officers towork with dedication and ensure
the timely implementation of all govern-
ment schemes. The staff assured him of
their full support and cooperation.

DC Visits Girls Home, OSC, SHEW &
Library at Shopian

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SHOPIAN, AUGUST 09: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Shopian, Shishir Gupta,
today conducted an extensive visit to
various women welfare and child care
facilities under the Social Welfare De-
partment in Shopian, aimed at review-
ing the quality of services and ensuring
effective implementation of welfare
measures for distressed women and
children.

The DC inspected the Girls Home, Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) Library, One
Stop Centre (OSC), and the Sankalp Hub for
Empowerment of Women (SHEW). During
the visit, he reviewed lodging, education-
al, healthcare, and recreational facilities
being provided to the residents and inter-
acted with staff and beneficiaries to take
first-hand feedback.

At the Girls Home, the DC emphasised
the need to provide a safe, nurturing, and
encouraging environment for girls, par-
ticularly those from disadvantaged back-
grounds.He directed the home management
toensure thatalllodging, nutritious meals,
skill development, and extracurricular
activities are maintained at the highest
standards. He appreciated the dedication
of the staff in looking after the girls round
the clock, helping them access formal edu-
cation, life skills training, and counselling
support.

Reviewing the functioning of the OSC,
the DChighlighted itsimportance asaone-
stop solution for distressed and neglected
women, where victims of harassment and
abuse can access counselling, legal aid,
shelter, and rehabilitation services under
one roof. He directed that all cases be
handled with utmost sensitivity, confiden-
tiality, and urgency.

At SHEW, the DC reviewed ongoing
women empowerment initiatives, includ-
ing skill training programs, awareness

campaigns on women'’s rights, entrepre-
neurship support, and financial literacy
drives. He called upon the staff to extend
unconditional assistance to women facing
any form of harassment or exploitation,
stressing the need to work with dedication
and empathy towards achieving gender
equality.

During the visit, the DCalso took stock
of the BBBP Library, encouraging the pro-
motion of reading habits, career guidance,
and digital learning among girls. He said
such spaces not only help in academic
development but also foster confidence,
creativity, and leadership skills in young
minds.

In a heartwarming moment, the visit
coincided with Raksha Bandhan celebra-
tions, where staff members, residents of
the Girls Home, and other attendees tied
rakhis to the DC and other officials, sym-
bolising the bond of protection, care, and
mutual respect. The DC extended warm
greetings on the occasion, stating that
festivals like Raksha Bandhan reinforce
the values of compassion, solidarity, and
shared responsibility towards one an-
other.

The DCassured that the districtadmin-
istration will continue to prioritise welfare
programmes for women and children, en-
suring that no individual is left without
support, protection, or opportunities for
growth.

DLSA Shopian observes World Tribal Day at Tragpathri Zampathri

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SHOPIAN, AUGUST 09: Marking
the global observance of World
Tribal Day, the District Legal Ser-
vices Authority (DLSA)Shopiantoday
organised an extensive awareness
programmeatthescenictribalham-
letof TragpathriZampathriin Keller
Tehsil. The event was held under the
chairmanship of Chairman DLSA,
Mehmood Ahmad Chowdhury, and
Secretary DLSA,MudasarFarooq,and
witnessed the active participation of
key officials, tribal leaders, and com-
munity members.

Among the dignitaries present
were the Chief Legal Aid Defence
Counsel, Shopian; Tehsildar Keller;
SHO Keller; ZEO Keegam/Keller
Zone; tribal activists; civil society
members; panel lawyers; and
paralegalvolunteers (PLVs)of DLSA.

In his keynote address, Chair-
man DLSA shed light on the con-
stitutional and legal safeguards
in place for the protection and
promotionoftribal rights. He spoke
at length on the importance of
land rights, forest rights, and the
preservation of cultural heritage,
while also outlining mechanisms
forlegalaid and grievance redressal
available through DLSA Shopian.

Secretary DLSA highlighted

the scope of free legal services
offered to the poor and margin-

alised, with a particular focus on
tribal populations. He urged com-

munity members to be proactive
invoicing their concerns, utilising

available platforms,and safeguard-
ingtheir heritage and entitlements.

The gathering also heard from
other officials and tribal represen-
tatives, who discussed pressing
issuessuchasthe need forimproved
access to education, healthcare,
livelihood opportunities, and tar-
geted social security schemes.Em-
phasiswas placed onstrengthening
awareness to combat exploitation
and ensure social justice.

The programme provided an
interactive platform for direct
engagement between officialsand
tribal residents, enabling them to
share grievances and learn about
schemes and services tailored for
them. Informative sessions were
heldonvarious legal aid initiatives,
welfare programmes, and proce-
dures for availing government
benefits.

PLVs played an active role in
distributing educational material,
answering queries, and guiding
participants on the next steps for
seekingassistance. The event con-
cluded with a collective resolve
to work towards safeguarding
tribalrights, promoting inclusive
development, and ensuring that
the voices of indigenous commu-
nities are heard and respected at
every level.

DC BANDIPORA REVIEWS INDEPENDENCE

m  HT News Desk / DIPR
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DAY ARRANGEMENTS,

BANDIPORA, AUGUST 09: To

VI

SITS VENUE

locations well in advance to
facilitate deployment of security
personnel.

review preparations for the
forthcoming Independence
Day-2025 celebrations in the
district, Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Bandipora, Indu Kanwal
Chib, Saturday chaired a meeting
at the Mini Secretariat, here.

The meeting focused on
ensuring comprehensive
planning and inter-departmental
coordination for a vibrant and
well-organized celebration,
reflecting the spirit of unity and
patriotism.

Detailed discussions were
held on security arrangements,
cultural programmes, venue
readiness, installation of the
Public Address System, medical
facilities, fire tenders, uninter-
rupted water and power supply,
and public participation activi-
ties.

On the occasion, DC stressed
the importance of active
involvement from all depart-
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ments to make the event
memorable, and directed the
KPDCL to ensure illumination of
key buildings, bridges, and public
spaces. Executive Officer,
Municipal Council, was asked to
maintain cleanliness and
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sanitation at the venues.

Senior Superintendent of
Police Bandipora, Harmeet Singh
Mehta, assured robust security
measures for all venues and
urged departments to share
details of panchayats and other

It was informed that contin-
gents from JKP, JKAP, IRP, Home
Guard, JKP Border Battalion,
CRPF, Fire and Emergency
Services, NCC, and school
children will participate in the
march past.

Later, DC accompanied by SSP
Bandipora and ADC Bandipora
besides other district officers
visited S.K. Stadium Bandipora,
the main venue for the Indepen-
dence Day celebrations, to take
stock of on-ground arrangements.

She inspected the parade
ground, stage, and seating
arrangements, and issued
instructions for timely comple-
tion of all works to ensure
smooth conduct of the event.

The meeting was attended by
SSP Bandipora, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Bandipora, ACR
Bandipora, DPO, SDMs, Tehsildars,
ACD and other senior officers of
the district administration.

GBL Hosts Painting Competition
Under 'Har Ghar Tiranga' Mission

m  Gulfam Bairiji

Ganderbal,Aug9:Vibrant paintingcom-
petitionwasorganizedin Ganderbal as part
of the 'Har Ghar Tiranga' campaign, aimed
at fostering patriotism and nurturing the
creative talents of children. The event was
jointly conducted by the North Zone Cul-
tural Center (NZCC) Patiala and Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV) Ganderbal.

The competition saw enthusiastic par-
ticipation from childrenacross the district,
who showcased their artistic skills by
painting the Indian tricolor. On the occa-
sion, students were also educated about

S

the mission and significance of the 'Har
Ghar Tiranga' initiative, which encour-
ages every household to hoist the nation-
al flag from August 2 to August 15 as part
of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebra-
tions.

Outstanding participants were honored
with certificates and awards for their
exceptional performances.The event high-
lighted the spirit of patriotism while
empowering young minds to express their
love for the nation through art.

The 'Har Ghar Tiranga' campaign is
being implemented nationwide, culminat-
ing on Independence Day, August 15.
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NEW DELHI: Rajasthan Royals
captain Sanju Samson hastold the
franchise he wants to be released
ahead of the upcoming auction
forIPL2026.ESPNcricinfolearned
that Samson informed the RR
management of his intention im-
mediately after IPL 2025 ended.

RR, which had its 2025 season
review meetings in June, has not
yet given Samson a definitive an-
swerand the option of convincing
him to stay with the team is still
open. The franchise's lead owner
ManojBadale offered no comment
when asked about the develop-
ment. The final decision will be
taken by himin coordination with
RR head coach Rahul Dravid.

IfRR decide torelease Samson,
they could either trade him to
another franchise or send himinto
theauction. As per the IPL contract,

Samson Seeks
Release from RR
Before IPL 2026

Auction

the final say in such cases lies with
the franchise. As far as a trade is
concerned, it could be a player
swap or an all-cash deal.
Samson, 30, first played for RR
for three seasons from IPL 2013 to
2015, and then rejoined them in
2018 aftertwoyears at Delhi Dare-
devils. He was appointed captain
in 2021 and, in 2022, led RR to the
IPLfinal for the first time since they
won theinauguraleditionin2008.
However, two of their key players
-JosButtlerand Yuzvendra Chahal,
who won the Orange and Purple
capsin2022 - werereleased ahead
of the 2025 mega auction.
Samson was one of six play-
ers retained by RR ahead of last
year's mega auction; his price
was INR 18 crore ($2.14 million
approx. then). The other players
retained were Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Parag, Dhruv Jurel, Sandeep
Sharma and Shimron Hetmyer.

Samson played only nine of RR's
14 matches in IPL 2025 due to a
side strain, with Riyan Parag
standing in as captain.They fin-
ished ninth with just four wins.

ESPNcricinfo learned that
Samson is currently at the BCCI's
Centre of Excellence in Bengaluru
foraroutine training programme
designed for a targeted pool of
players shortlisted by the nation-
alselectors. He willlikely be picked
for the Asia Cup which starts in
the UAE from September 9. Before
that Samson will play a few match-
es in the Kerala Cricket League
where he was recently picked by
KochiBlue Tigers forINR 26.8 lakh,
making him the most expensive
player in the tournament.

RR have another two months
to make a decision on Samson
before the IPL's retention deadline
in November.

ESPN Cricinfo

The McGrath Ashes
prediction is here: It'll be
5-0 win for Australia

m United News of India

LONDON: The Ashes is still over three months
away but pace legend Glenn McGrath is out with his
much-awaited prediction for the upcoming edition
--a5-0 sweep for Australia.

The feisty showdown is slated to begin in Perth
on November 21 and McGrath believes England will
find it "pretty tough" to battle past the likes of Pat
Cummins and a rather poor past record.

McGrath said his prediction this time is based on
how England were held to a 2-2 series draw by India
in the recent Anderson-Tendulkar Trophy.

"It's very rare for me to make a prediction, isn't
it? And I can't make a different one - 5-0," McGrath
declared on 'BBC Radio".

"I'm very confident with our team. When you've
got Pat Cummins, Mitchell Starc, Josh Hazlewood
and Nathan Lyon firing in their home conditions, it's
going to be pretty tough.

"Plus, that track record England have had, it'd be
interesting to see if they can win a Test,"” he added.

England, who are set to travel Down Under for
the five-match series later this year, haven't won the
Ashes since 2015.

Additionally, they have lost either 0-5 or 0-4 in
all but one series in Australia since 2002-03. Their
last Test win came in 2010-11 when they claimed a
3-1 series triumph.

Australia won 4-0 when England last toured the
countryin2021-22 and Pat Cummins' side have only
lost two of their past 15 Tests at home, winning 11
and drawing two.

The likes of Usman Khawaja, Cameron Green and
Marnus Labuschagne are also out of form, while the
young and sprightly Sam Konstas is yet to cement
his spot as opener.

But with England's bowling attack also needing
"to strengthen a little bit", McGrath feels the main
battle will be to get the wickets of Joe Root and Har-
ry Brook.

"It's the top order or top and middle order of
England against the Australian fast bowlers and
Lyon. That's going to be a big match-up." Root,
who became the second-highest run-scorer in
Test history recently, has scored 892 Test runs
in Australia, including nine fifties, but is yet to
score a century.

He averages 35.68 down under, compared to his
career average of 51. 29, with a highest score of 89.

"This series will be a big one for Root. He's never
really done that well in Australia, he's not even got
a100overthere,so he'llbe keento getout there. He's
in fine form," McGrath said.

"Brook's the one that I've enjoyed watching. He
just goes out there, plays his game, and takes it on.
The Australians will need to get on him pretty early,"
added McGrath. "Ben Duckett is such an aggressive
opener. Zak Crawley would be keen to score a few
more runs than he has previously."
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Kuldeep, Khaleel in Jurel-led Central Zone squad for Duleep Trophy

m United News of India

NEW DELHI: After warming
thebench through the recentfive-
matchTest seriesin England, Kul-
deep Yadav will return to action
in the Duleep Trophy, where he
willlead Central Zone's spinattack.

Vidarbhaleft-arm spinnerHarsh
Dubey, who broke the record for
most wickets in a Ranji Trophy
season when he picked up 69 in
his side's run to the title in 2024-
25, will combine with Kuldeep
and Rajasthan's Manav Suthar for
Central Zone.

Dhruv]urel, who had replaced

theinjured Rishabh PantinIndia's
series-levelling win at The Oval,
will captain Central Zone with
Rajat Patidar named his deputy.

Left-arm seamer Khaleel
Ahmed, who had cut his county
stint short with Essex for per-
sonalreasons will return toaction
and willlead Central Zone's seam
attackalong with Deepak Chahar.
Chahar, 33, had suffered an in-
jury during IPL 2025 and missed
two games for Mumbai Indians,
but recently he was bowling at
the India nets at Lord's and The
Oval.

Yash Rathod, whowas the top

scorerin the previous Ranjiseason
with 960 runsin 18 innings at an
average of over 50, and his Vi-
darbha team-mate Danish Male-
war,whoscored 153 and 73 inthe
final against Kerala, were reward-
ed for their strong form. UP captain
AryanJuyalalsomade the cutalong
with Madhya Pradesh offspinner
Saransh Jain and Chhattisgarh
batter Sanjeet Desai. Vidarbha's
Ranji Trophy-winning coach Us-
man Ghani was named the head
coach of the team.

Fast bowler Kuldeep Sen, who
has played asolitary ODI for India,
was among the stand-bys.

The Duleep Trophy has re-
verted toits traditional format of
azonal contest after aseason where
four teams - A, B, Cand D - com-
prising playersin the Test fray were
picked by the Ajit Agarkar-led
senior men's selection committee.
Teams for this year's tournament
will be picked by zonal selection
committees, comprising one mem-
ber from each of the state sides
from the zone.

Central Zone will start their
Duleep Trophy campaign against
North East on August 28 at the
Centre of Excellence in Bengal-
uru.

IPL buzz: Ashwin in
talks with CSK about future amid
speculation of possible move

m United News of India

CHENNAI: Senior Indian off-spinner
RAshwinisindiscussions with the Chen-
nai Super Kings about his future in the
IPL franchise amid speculation that he
might seek his release from the team.

With over two months still left before
the deadline for retentions, Ashwin, it is
reliably learnt, has had conversations with
the CSKbrass about his role going forward.

"It is early stages to decide on any
player's future. The cut off date for reten-
tion is yet to be announced. So we have
time," an IPL source told PTI.

"[t'sa pre-auction plan to hold discus-
sions with players and Ashwin, being a
senior, is partofit.Itisamutual discussion
tounderstand his role in the team ahead
of next IPL season," he added.

The 38-year-old Ashwin, who retired
from international cricket last year, was

bought for Rs 9.75 crore in the mega auc-
tion before the 2025 season. It was a
homecoming of sorts for the Chennai-
based player, who earlier turned up for
CSK from 2009 to 2015.

Ashwin later went on to play for the
now-defunct Rising Pune Super Giant
and the then Kings XI Punjab (currently
Punjab Kings) in 2018. He played nine
games in the season gone by, picking up
justsevenwicketsinalargely disappoint-
ing season for the team asit finished fifth
with seven wins and as many losses.

There are speculations that CSK might
rope in wicketkeeper-batter Sanju Sam-
son, who wants to leave his current team
-- Rajasthan Royals.

"We have certain players in our mind
to add to our line up next season. But so
far, we have not had discussions with
anyone, as I said there is a lot of time for
player retention etc,” the source said.
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