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NEP is PM Modi's Gift To Our Future
Generations: LG Manoj Sinha

Says true knowledge is transformative, it changes life of seeker

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, AUG 04: Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Monday said that the
National Education Policy is PM Modi’s gift

to younger generation and it has empow-
ered them.

Addressing the Medhavi Chhatra Sam-
man Samaroh organized by Amar Ujala
Group at Convention Centre Jammu here,
LG Sinha, according to the news agency—
KashmirNews Observer (KNO)said, “Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has gifted to the
nation’s education system, which has
empowered the younger generation and
is set to change their destinies.”

He said that the NEP lays emphasis on

value-based education, and it has ensured
that the young students not only gain
knowledge but also develop a moral and
ethical foundation to become responsible
citizens. “True Knowledge is transformative.
It changes the life of the seeker. It fosters
new innovations, discoveries,and research
while instilling core values like integrity,

patience,and honesty. The true Knowledge
allows an individual to contribute mean-
ingfully tosociety and the nation,” LG Sinha
said, adding, “We must understand that
the right education triggers curiosity and

creative thinking and inspires students to
explore the unknown.”

“It should be our prime responsibility
tonurture future-oriented talent and cre-
ate a conducive environment where the
students acquire knowledge and education
in their truest forms,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor felicitated the
meritorious students of class 10thand 12th
fromJKBOSE. He congratulated and extend-
ed his best wishes to all the students.

“It is inspiring to see the soaring spirit
of our young generation and equally firm
resolve for nation building. The adventur-
ous pursuit of our students will ensure a
bright future for the nation and humanity.”
the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor called upon
the educational institutions and teaching
community to focus onthe overall develop-
ment of the youth, impart life values,
encourage new ideas, promote creativity
and independent thinking among the stu-

dents while ensuring they have access
TURN ON PAGE 2

Farmer welfare is the top priority of
Hon'ble PM Modi: LG Sinha

m  HT News Desk

CM Omar Backs
Organic, Climate-

Resilient Farming
B HT News Desk

JAMMU, AUG 04: Lieutenant Governor Shri
Manoj Sinha today addressed the 9th Convoca-
tion ceremony of SKUAST- Jammu.

In his address, the Lieutenant Governor con-
gratulated all the graduating students. He also
extended his felicitations to the management,
faculty,and staffon the completion of 25 glorious
years of the University.

The Lieutenant Governor lauded the significant
contribution of Nari Shakti to innovation and
enhancing productivity and efficiency in the
agriculture sector.

Hesaid,in areaslike climate smart crops, pest
management, biotech solutions, organic farming,
the participation of women scientists has made
invaluable contribution.

“Agriculture and Allied Sector is witnessing
women-led development.lam extremely proud
thatout of 8 gold medalistsin post-graduate and
graduate students, 7 are our daughters. Out of

JAMMU, AUG 4: Underscoring the crit-
ical role of agriculture in shaping the eco-
nomic future of J&K, Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, who is also the Pro-Chancellor
of Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricul-
tural Sciences &Technology, Jammu, today
addressed the 9th Convocation of the
University at BabaJitto Auditorium, Chatha.

Congratulating the graduating scholars,
the ChiefMinister said thatagriculture and
allied sectors are “fields of promise as well
as of responsibility” and acknowledged

35 Certificates of Merit in PhD and Post-Gradu-
ate, 32 Merit Certificates were awarded to our
daughters. It is a symbol of the rising influence
of Nari Shakti in Agriculture and allied sectors
and [ believe they will be driving innovation for
sustainable agriculture and enhancing farmers’

income,” the Lieutenant Governor said.
TURN ON PAGE 2

their growing complexity in the face of
climate change, resource depletion and
emerging global standards.

He observed thatfragmented land hold-
ings, depleting water resources and the

unchecked use of chemical-based
TURN ON PAGE 2

Govt releases 333.34 lakh
for Karkhandar Scheme
in Kashmir Division

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG4: Handicrafts and Hand-
loom Department, Kashmir, today announced
release of 333.34 lakh for the implementation
of its Karkhandar Scheme across the Kashmir
Division.

This significant financial allocation, dis-
bursed to the respective Assistant Directors
of Handicrafts and Handloom, underscores
the Government’s commitment to preserving
and promoting the rich artisanal heritage of
the region while ensuring the welfare and
economic upliftment of craftsmen.

The Karkhandar Scheme, notified in 2021,
is a landmark initiative designed to revive
languishing crafts like pottery and foster sus-
tainable development of the craft sectorin UT
of J&K. Implemented by the Directorate of
Handicrafts and Handloom, the scheme aims
to empower artisans, enhance skill develop-
ment, and boost the livelihoods of craftsmen
through structured interventions.

Highlighting its role in revival of languish-
ing crafts, a spokesman of the Handicrafts and
Handloom Department, Kashmir, stated that
the Karkhandar Scheme focuses on preserving
traditional crafts such as walnut wood carving,
silver filigree, carpet weaving, Kani shawl
weaving, Khatamband, papier-maché, and
others like Sozni, tapestry, and engraved cop-

perware, which face a shortage of skilled
TURN ON PAGE 2

CM Reviews Tawi Riverfront Project in Jammu

CM Hails Tawi Project as Key Boost to Jammu's Urban Growth

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, AUG4: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today conducted an extensive

inspection of the Tawi Riverfront

opment Project, a flagship initiative

under Jammu Smart City Limited

The project aims torevitalise the banks
of the Tawi River by integrating flood
protection with recreational and com-

mercialinfrastructuretocreatead
ic urban space.

The inspection was also attended by
Advisor to the Chief Minister, Nasir Aslam
Waniand Minister for Food, Civil Supplies

and Consumer Affairs, IT, S&T and
port, Satish Sharma.

Commissioner JMC and CEO JSCL,
TURN ON PAGE 2
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CM Omar Inaugurates
Agri Projects in Jammu
B HT News Desk

JAMMU, AUG 4: “Gradual and lasting
transformation will come through inclu-
siveand balanced regional development,”
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said as he
inaugurated critical agricultural infra-
structure projects at Talab Tillo and Nar-
wal Fruit Mandi today.

Stressing the need to bolster trade,
tourism and manufacturing alongside

agriculture, he underlined that such
TURN ON PAGE 2

‘TERROR-RELATED DEATHS DROP IN J&K
SINCE ARTICLE 370 ABROGATION’

m  HT News Desk / KINS

SRINAGAR, AUG4: Six years after
Article 370 was revoked and Jammu
and Kashmir was reorganized into
two Union Territories, government

terror-related deaths across the

Jammu and Kashmir Police, 1,230

AN APPEAL TO MAKE A

COLLECTIVE EFFORT o)

Y

region.

However, officials caution that
while local militancy has declined,
foreign threats continue to pose
challenges.

people died in terror-related inci-
dentsbetween August5,2019(when
Articles370and 35Awere scrapped),
and August 4, 2025. This is a 33%
drop compared to the six years

VMS SPECIALTY
HOSPITAL (VMSSH)

data shows a significant drop in

According to figures from the
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FROM THIS:

After Pahalgam attack, India won't

relent on terror: Army Chief

m HT News Desk / KNO

CHENNAI AUG04: Describ-
ing Operation Sindoor asamajor
shift in India’s counter-terror
strategy following the Pahal-
gam terrorattack thatkilled 26
people, Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi on Monday
said the 88-hour-long tri-ser-

vices operation compelled
Pakistan to seek a ceasefire.
The Army Chief was speak-
ing during the inauguration of
'Agnishodh’,anew Indian Army
Research Cell atthe Indian Insti-
tute of Technology (IIT) Madras.
Thefacility hasbeenestablished
as part of a broader effort to
integrate academic research

formation agenda.

withoperational needsand sup-
port the Indian Army’s trans-

General Dwivedi said the
Indian Armed Forces are pre-
paring for fifth-generation war-
fare marked by non-contact
operations and strategic psy-

chological pressure. He said
TURN ON PAGE 2

Ensure peaceful conduct of
upcoming events: DGP

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG 4: Director General of Police (DGP)
Jammu and Kashmir, Nalin Prabhat (IPS), chaired a compre-
hensive security review meeting Monday at the conference
hall of Police Control Room (PCR) Kashmir, in view of Inde-
pendence Day 2025 and other forthcoming events.

The meeting was attended by senior officers including
Special DG Coordination J&K S.J.M. Gillani, ADG CRPF

TO THIS:

YOU SUPPORTED US ALL THROUGH
NOW A LITTLE MORE EFFORT & WE WILL OPEN
THE DOORS OF THIS HOSPITAL TO OUR
CHILDREN SUFFERING FROM HEART DISEASE:

TURN ON PAGE 2 PR
Our vision is clear:

Healthy Children Shape a Healthier Society

The hospital is taking form—paint, tiles, and firefighting

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, AUG4: Inamove to assess
and strengthen the healthcare delivery
systeminJammu, Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo, today conducted an extensive
tourofthe city's major government-run
medical institutions.

Those who accompanied the Chief
Secretary included the Principals of
concerned Medical Colleges, Medical
Superintendents, Faculty Members,

Chief Engineer (PWD) and others.
The visit aimed to take stock of the
patient care facilities being provided

in these premier medical facilities handl

besides taking on spot assessment of He also reviewed the progress on
the site of the Department of Interven-
tional Pulmonology and High-End
Laboratory (DIPHL), which is envi-
sioned to further enhance the special-

the status of critical infrastructure
projects currently underway to
upgrade healthcare services in the
region.

The Chief Secretary commenced
hisvisit from the Government Medical
College (GMC), Bakshi Nagar, where

izedc

he inspected the newly constructed
100-bedded Critical Care Block, a vital
addition to the hospital’s capacity to

Afterwards, the Chief Secretary
visited the adjoining Bone & Joint Hos-

CS Inspects Jammu Hospitals, Reviews Services & Projects

e high-dependency patients.

are services at the institution.

pitaland later the Shri Maharaja Gulab
Singh (SMGS) Hospital at Shalamar,

At SMGS, he undertook a detailed TMO016418915@jkb
inspection of the under-construction 0005010100009519

243-bedded Gynaecological Block,being
developed at a cost of Rs31.59 crore.
The Chief Secretary was apprised
that the new block is poised to sig-
nificantly strengthen the hospital’s
maternal and neonatal care

systems are in place—
But vital work remains: air conditioning, medical gas
pipelines, electrical systems, and partitioning.

One Last Push To Keep Young
Hearts Beating: Every Penny
Supports A Heart Beat

Advt - Comp...
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CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

NEP PM Modi’s.....

to global standards of education.

“I firmly believe that the right balance of
science and sanskar will provide students
with the ability to face the challenges of
the future. To fully exploit the potential of
India's growing economic power, school
education must focus on developing
scientific temper and curiosity among
students,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

He urged the Amar Ujala Group to
dedicate a special award to recognize and
honour students for unique innovations
and research. The unique ideas, original
and distinct essays and research papers of
the students which reflect their individual
personality and critical thinking should be
honoured and celebrated, he added.

The Lieutenant Governor also called
upon the youth to find their inner voice
and achieve excellence in life.

“You are the future of this nation and
the engine of its growth. The responsibility
for steering India towards a Viksit Bharat
lies on your shoulders,” he further said.

Advisor, Amar Ujala Group, Uday Sinha;
Executive Editor, Amar Ujala Group, Dr.
Indu Shekhar Pancholi, Vice Chancellor,
Cluster University of Jammu, Dr KS Chan-
drasekar; Principal Secretary, School
Education, RN Sharma; Editors and
members of Amar Ujala Group; teachers,
students and their parents were present.

Farmer welfare.....

At the convocation ceremony, the
Lieutenant Governor spoke on the need for
a stronger innovation and modern technol-
ogy ecosystem for sustainable agricultural
practices to prioritize farmer incomes, risk
mitigation and strengthening farmer-
industry linkages.

“Farmer welfare is the top priority of
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi.

The positive impact of the Holistic
Agriculture Development Programme
(HADP) and Competitiveness Improvement
of Agriculture and Allied Sectors Project in
J&K (JKCIP) on farmers’ income is now
visible.

Total transformation at all stages of Beej
se Bazar tak- from Seed to Market has been
our Mantra in J&K. The resolution of Lab to
Land has been realised to make the small
and marginal farmers self-reliant,” the
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor called upon
the new generation of scientists and
experts to focus on smart farming.

He said the revolution in seed produc-
tion, pest management, food processing,
farm mechanization has ensured opportu-
nities for the young professional to contrib-
ute in product development and quality
control.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor inaugurated a state-of-the-art Ex-Situ
Gene Bank. SKUAST Jammu has become
the 3rd institution in the country to have
Ex-Situ Gene Bank. This facility will
preserve genetic resources such as seeds,
plant tissue, animal germplasm outside
their natural habitat and will prove to be
an invaluable resource for breeding and
research programmes.

The Lieutenant Governor also laid the
Foundation stone for 200-bedded Farmers’
Hostel and a Faculty Building with com-
mon academic facilities.

During the convocation, 446 degrees
were awarded including 157 Masters, 46
Doctorates, and 243 Undergraduate
degrees. Eight Gold Medals were also
conferred to meritorious students.

Chief Minister, Shri Omar Abdullah;
Minister for Agriculture Production, Shri
Javid Ahmad Dar; Chief Secretary, Shri Atal
Dulloo; Principal Secretary, Agriculture
Production, Shri Shailendra Kumar; Dr. B.N.
Tripathi, Vice Chancellor, SKUAST Jammu;
members of Board of Management and
University Council, faculty members and
students were present.

Members of Legislative Assembly and Vice
Chancellors of various universities were also
present at the convocation ceremony.

CM Omar.....

fertilizers are issues that demand urgent
course correction, calling for a decisive
shift toward sustainable and organic
practices. He also emphasized the rising
concerns around microplastics in the food
chain and climate vulnerability, noting that
environmental awareness is no longer
optional, but an operational imperative.

Encouraging the graduating students,
Omar Abdullah urged them to imbibe the
ideals of SKUAST and contribute to the
broader mission of rural transformation.
“Let your innovation create employment,
let your knowledge build enterprises and
let your compassion redefine agriculture,”
he said, calling on the new graduates to be
job creators rather than seekers.

Commending the University’s efforts,
the Chief Minister appreciated the launch
of the Ex Situ Gene Bank, highlighting its
role in conserving native seed varieties and
crop diversity. “Such infrastructure will
only bear fruit when paired with the right
talent,” he said, urging students and faculty
to make full use of the facilities to address

®© 00 ©

the evolving challenges of agri-science.

The Chief Minister also lauded the
students’ academic excellence and equal
participation in developmental narratives,
expressing confidence that SKUAST-Jam-
mu’s alumni will drive innovation and
entrepreneurship in the agri-sector.

Among other dignitaries present at the
Convocation of SKUAST-Jammu were
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha as the
Chief Guest, Minister of Agriculture &
Farmers’ Welfare, Javid Ahmed Dar; Chief
Secretary Atal Dulloo; and Principal
Secretary Shailendra Kumar, who congrat-
ulated the university on its silver jubilee
and commended the Vice Chancellor and
faculty for their visionary alignment with
national frameworks such as NEP-2020,
Startup India and Viksit Bharat @2047.

Presenting the University Report, Vice
Chancellor Prof. B.N. Tripathi highlighted
SKUAST-Jammu’s consistent achievements
in education, research, innovation and
outreach. “Our commitment to excellence
is reflected in the patents we’ve secured,
the start-ups we’ve incubated and the
knowledge we’ve transferred to empower
the farming community,” he noted.

The convocation saw the awarding of
446 degrees, including 157 Master’s, 46
Doctorates and 243 Undergraduate
degrees, in addition to 8 Gold Medals for
meritorious students. Several Professors of
Practice, innovators and entrepreneurs
were also felicitated for their contributions
to agri-technology and rural entrepreneur-
ship.

The ceremony also marked the inaugu-
ration of a Farmers’ Hostel and a state-of-
the-art Faculty Building funded under
CAPEX-NABARD and J&K Government,
bolstering SKUAST-Jammu’s capacity for
academic and research excellence.

The event was attended by senior
officials, members of the University
Council and Board of Management, faculty,
students, farmers and members of the
public.

CM Reviews.....

Devansh Yadav; Additional CEO JSCL and
Joint Commissioner JMC, Subah Mehta;
Director Projects JSCL, Sunil Thusu; Senior
GM JSCL, Rajesh Abrol; AEE JSCL, Akhil
Samyal; and senior engineers and officers
from UEED Jammu and Irrigation & Flood
Control Department were also present on
the occasion.

The Chief Minister, reviewed the
progress of civil works under Phase-I of the
project, which spans from Bhagwati Nagar
Barrage to Bikram Chowk Bridge. He was
informed that over 97 percent of work
under Part-A, which includes the construc-
tion component of Phase-I, has been
completed. The target for full completion is
set for September 2025.

During the inspection, the Chief
Minister reviewed key features of the
project, including the development of
multi-tiered promenades along both banks
of the river and a central island, construc-
tion of flood mitigation infrastructure such
as diaphragm and retaining walls, pier
protection measures on existing bridges,
creation of a central business and recre-
ational zone and installation of interceptor
drains to divert polluted nallahs away from
the river. The CM was briefed that under
Part-A, a total embankment length of 2.70
kilometres is being developed, incorporat-
ing four promenades of varying widths and
reclaiming around 23 hectares of land.
Part-B of the project will include finishing
works such as construction of connecting
roads, food courts, viaducts, toilet blocks,
horticulture and promenade flooring.

The Chief Minister expressed satisfac-
tion with the pace of execution and
stressed the importance of its timely
completion. He stated that the project is
not solely about urban beautification but
about shaping a new identity for Jammu
centred on the historic Tawi River. He
added that the initiative will serve both
ecological and economic objectives.

He also highlighted the potential of the
project to enhance tourism, generate
employment and provide sustainable
commercial real estate options, including
green buildings, parks, sports zones and
cultural plazas.

The Chief Minister reviewed the moneti-
sation strategy currently being prepared by
CBRE, which will support the extension of
the riverfront development from Tawi Bridge
to Sidhra Bridge in future phases.

The Chief Minister appreciated the coordi-
nated efforts of JSCL, JMC and the Jal Shakti
Department. He directed the concerned
officials to maintain strict adherence to
quality and timelines while ensuring
sustainability and public convenience
throughout the execution of the project.

CM Omar.....

interventions are pivotal for holistic
economic growth across Jammu and
Kashmir.

At the Jammu and Kashmir Agro
Industries Development Corporation Ltd
Complex in Talab Tillo, the Chief Minister
commissioned a 5,145-MT cold storage
facility built with NABARD assistance. The

facility features 21 cold chambers and four
scientific ripening chambers with auto-
mated temperature and humidity controls,
Freon-based refrigeration and solar-pow-
ered backup.

Robust insulation, SCADA-based
monitoring and dedicated docking bays
will dramatically reduce post-harvest
losses and extend the shelf life of perish-
ables.

“Our endeavour is to establish assets
that benefit the maximum number of
people. Infrastructure must make farmers
more resilient and their produce more
valuable,” he stated.

The event was attended by Advisor to
the Chief Minister Nasir Aslam Wani,
Minister for Agriculture Production, Rural
Development & Panchayati Raj, Coopera-
tive and Election Departments, Javid
Ahmad Dar; Minister for Food, Civil
Supplies & Consumer Affairs; Transport;
Science & Technology; Information
Technology; Youth Services & Sports; ARI &
Trainings, Satish Sharma; MLA Jammu
West, Arvind Gupta; Principal Secretary
Agriculture Production Department,
Shailendra Kumar; Managing Director J&K
Agro Industries Development Corporation
Ltd., Sandesh Kumar Sharma and Divisional
Manager, A.H Salaria, besides other senior
officers.

At Narwal Fruit Mandi, the Chief
Minister inaugurated four new post-har-
vest and value-addition units to strengthen
Jammu’s agri-value chain. These include a
2,000-MT cold store with ten chambers
capable of temperatures down to -10 °C for
apples, cherries, grapes and walnuts; a
Common Incubation Centre under the
PM-FME scheme for dairy and bakery
processing; a 120-MT integrated pack
house for onions and potatoes with
cleaning, sorting, grading and pre-cooling
lines; and a display and processing centre
for agri-horti tools with dedicated exhibi-
tion and sales space.

Addressing a gathering of traders and
other stakeholders, the Chief Minister
observed that increasing youth and women
participation in agriculture, evident from
higher enrolments at SKUAST-Jammu,
reflects a sector in transformation. Echoing
“Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan,” he reiterated agricul-
ture’s equal importance to national service.

Minister for Agriculture Production,
Rural Development & Panchayati Raj,
Cooperative and Election Departments,
Javid Ahmad Dar, emphasised agriculture’s
centrality to the UT economy, noting that a
large part of the population depends on
farming. He outlined government benefits
through HADP and other centrally spon-
sored schemes, the expansion of post-har-
vest infrastructure and the establishment
of satellite mandis to reduce crop wastage.
A sub-committee has been formed on the
directions of the Chief Minister, to address
lease-expiry and other issues affecting
fruit marketing agents, he informed.

Minister for Food, Civil Supplies &
Consumer Affairs; Transport; Science &
Technology; Information Technology;
Youth Services & Sports; ARI & Trainings,
Satish Sharma affirmed the UT govern-
ment’s commitment to equitable develop-
ment, ensuring that critical sectors like
agriculture receive dedicated attention.

MLA Bahu Vikram Randhawa welcomed
the initiatives, describing mandis as vital
economic hubs for which continued
investment will benefit both producers and
traders.

Managing Director JKHPMC, Farooq
Ahmed Dar, delivered the welcome address,
commending the government’s efforts to link
production, processing and market access
through modern infrastructure.

The newly inaugurated facilities will benefit
farmers across Jammu, Samba, Kathua,
Udhampur, Rajouri and Poonch by reducing
post-harvest losses, improving price realisation
and creating local employment in logistics,
processing and maintenance.

Govtreleases.....

artisans. “It prioritizes crafts at risk of
extinction, ensuring their legacy endures.
It also facilitates skill transfer from master
craftsmen, including National/State/Shilp
Guru awardees, to the younger generation,”
he said, adding meritorious trainees from
departmental training centres receive
advanced training in nearby Karkhanas to
enhance their expertise and productivity.

Trainees receive a monthly stipend of
22,000 during the six-month training
period, disbursed via direct bank transfer.
“Karkhandars are provided 325,000 in two
equal installments to cover logistics, tools,
equipment, and raw materials, along with
32,000 per trainee per month to support
their efforts.

This financial release of Rs. 33.34 lakh
will empower Assistant Directors, in first
phase, of Anantnag, Budgam, Baramulla,
Kulgam, and Srinagar districts to accelerate
the scheme’s implementation, ensuring
artisans receive the necessary resources,
training, and support to thrive.

‘Terror-related......

before the constitutional change, when
1,845 people were killed.

Before 2019: 243 civilians, 475
security personnel, and 1,121 terror-
ists were killed.

After 2019: 189 civilians, 204
security personnel, 833 terrorists, and
4 unidentified individuals lost their
lives.

The data also highlights that 2018
saw the highest deaths in the last
decade with 452 fatalities. That
number has since fallen significant-
ly—134 deaths were reported in 2023
and 127 in 2024. So far in 2025, 71
people have been killed, including 28
civilians, 10 security personnel, and 32
terrorists.

Before the abrogation, yearly
fatalities often exceeded 170. For
example: 2014: 189 deaths, 2016: 267
deaths, 2017: 357 deaths

Security forces suffered heavy
losses especially in 2016 and 2017,
with 88 and 83 personnel killed
respectively.

After the constitutional changes,
the numbers dropped sharply. In the
five months following August 2019,
only 50 deaths were recorded, com-
pared to 233 in the first seven months
of that year. The following year, 2020,
saw a brief rise with 321 deaths due to
intensified counter-terror operations,
but the trend declined again in
subsequent years.

Civilian deaths have decreased
overall, with just 12 reported in
2023—the lowest in over a decade.
However, in 2024, 31 civilians died,
and 28 have been killed so far in 2025.
Notably, 26 of this year’s civilian
casualties occurred in a single terror
attack in Pahalgam on April 22.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
recently told Parliament that the end
of Article 370 weakened local terror
networks. He said, “Terrorism in
Kashmir no longer has local roots. It is
now driven by foreign operatives,
mostly from Pakistan. No local has
joined a terrorist group in the last six
months.”

He added that earlier, large crowds
used to gather at terrorists' funerals,
but now they are buried where they
are killed—often with no public
reaction.

J&K Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha echoed this in his previous
Independence Day speech, stating,
“Local recruitment has fallen drasti-
cally. Pakistan is sending in foreign
terrorists, but strikes and stone pelting
have become things of the past.”

He said that there is no top militant
leadership left in the region, and
growing public trust in democracy has
frustrated those trying to destabilize
the region.

Senior police officers in Srinagar
also acknowledged that infiltration
from across the border continues.
However, they credited intelligence-
based operations and stronger ties
with local communities for maintain-
ing peace and control.

“The challenge now is dealing with
foreign terrorists who try to sneak in.
But our teams are alert and proactive,”
said a senior officer on condition of
anonymity. (KINS)

After Pahalgam.....

modern conflicts demand the
co-existence of conventional forces
and technological tools, where “boots
must share space with bots”.

He said the Army is working
towards self-reliance through collabo-
rations under national technology
missions like INDIAai, Chip-to-Start-
up, and Project QuILA. Institutions like
MCTE Mhow are acting as key strate-
gic partners in these efforts, he added.

Gen Dwivedi mentioned the
contributions of Army research cells at
IIT Delhi, IIT Kanpur, and IISc Benga-
luru, which are focused on translating
academic knowledge into usable
military applications.

He said the Agnishodh cell at IIT
Madras will help convert lab-scale
innovations into field-ready defence
technologies. It will work with the IIT
Madras Research Park and organisa-
tions such as the Advanced Manufac-
turing Technology Development
Centre (AMTDC) and Pravartak
Technologies Foundation.

These collaborations are expected
to support Indian Army projects in
additive manufacturing, cyber
security, wireless systems, unmanned
aerial platforms, and quantum
computing.

He said the research facility would
also help upskill Army personnel in
emerging technologies, thereby
building a more capable and tech-
enabled workforce within the military.

During his visit to Chennai, General
Dwivedi also visited the Officers
Training Academy (OTA), where he
reviewed infrastructure and training
methods. He said the OTA is equipping

cadets to handle evolving security
challenges. He interacted with Army
veterans and honoured four retired
officers with Veteran Achievers
Awards for their contribution to the
Armed Forces.

The Indian Army, he said, is
undergoing major changes under its
“Decade of Transformation” plan,
which includes doctrinal shifts and a
focus on integrated responses to
grey-zone conflicts.

The Army chief said initiatives like
Agnishodh would support India’s
journey toward becoming a developed
nation by 2047 through sustained
progress in indigenous defence
innovation. (KNO)

Ensure peaceful.....

Rajesh Kumar, ADGP Armed J&K
Anand Jain, ADGP CID J&K Nitish
Kumar, ]D SIB J&K/L, Inspectors
General of Kashmir Zone, Jammu Zone,
and Security J&K, IGs of BSF and CRPF
(KOS and Srinagar), all Range DIGs,
DIGs of Traffic, Railways Kashmir, ITBP
Srinagar, SSB Jammu, and CISF Jammu.
Also present were all district SSPs of
J&K, SSPs of PCR Kashmir, Railways,
APCR, CID SBK, Security Kashmir, CID
CIK, and SSPs of PC Srinagar and PC
Jammu, among other senior officers.

At the outset, the DGP was briefed
on the prevailing security situation in
the Union Territory by the Zonal
Inspectors General and heads of
various security and intelligence
wings. Intelligence officials also
shared their assessments on recent
developments.

The meeting focused on reviewing
recent security trends, current
challenges, and the strategy to counter
emerging threats. DGP Nalin Prabhat
emphasized the need to strengthen
security plans, enhance coordination
among forces, and implement effective
counter-insurgency measures to
ensure the peaceful and smooth
conduct of all upcoming events.

He directed officers to intensify
surveillance on anti-national ele-
ments, enhance area domination, and
improve security around vulnerable
locations. He also stressed the impor-
tance of robust and foolproof security
arrangements at all critical sites.

Further, the DGP instructed all
district police heads to monitor social
media platforms closely to curb the
spread of misinformation and main-
tain public order.

The meeting concluded with a
collective resolve to ensure height-
ened vigilance, improved inter-agency
coordination, and the seamless
execution of security measures to
maintain peace and public safety
across Jammu and Kashmir. (KINS)

CS Inspects.....

services, with advanced Perinatol-
ogy and Neonatology units. The
facility is expected to reduce the
Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) and
Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR)
besides cutting down the waiting time
for planned surgeries considerably.

During the visit, the Chief Secretary
also reviewed the functioning and
infrastructure of the State Cancer
Institute (SCI), Jammu, which is being
developed at an estimated cost of
Rs104 crore. He took a first-hand
assessment of various crucial services
including Outpatient and Inpatient
Departments (OPD/IPD), diagnostic
laboratory facilities, chemotherapy
and radiotherapy units and the PET
Scan operations.

He also enquired about the ongoing
work on three modern operation
theatres, and the status of installation
of Linear Accelerator (LINAC) and
other high-end medical equipment,
being facilitated by Jammu and
Kashmir Medical Supplies Corporation
Limited (JKMSCL) here.

The Chief Secretary was briefed on
other flagship projects taken up at
GMC Jammu to further augment
specialized patient services, including
the establishment of a Catheterization
Laboratory (Cath Lab) and other
related infrastructure components.

Earlier, he visited the Government
Dental College, Amphalla, where he
inspected both the patient care arrange-
ments and the newly constructed
infrastructure block. He directed the
executing agency to expedite the formal
handover of the building to the depart-
ment to ensure its early operationaliza-
tion for public benefit.

During the day-long visit, the Chief
Secretary emphasized the timely
completion of all ongoing works with
strict adherence to the set quality
standards. He asked for ensuring that
the new facilities are optimally
utilized to deliver high-quality
healthcare services to the people of
Jammu and its adjoining areas.
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Public Accounts Committee holds meeting in Srinagar

Reviews Audit Paras of Health & Medical Education Department

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG 04: The
Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) of theJammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly today con-
vened a meeting at the Assem-
bly Complex in Srinagar to
review the audit paras pertain-
ing to the Health and Medical
Education(H&ME) Department.

The meeting was chaired by
PACChairmanShamLalSharma
and attended by members
including Mubarak Gul, Nazir
Ahmad Khan (Gurezi), Qaysar
Jamshaid Lone, Altaf Ahmed
Wani(Kaloo),Javid Hassan Baig,
Dr.Devinder KumarManyaland
Sajad Shaheen.

Duringthe session, the Com-
mittee conducted a detailed
examination of Audit Paras 3.8
and 3.9 from the year 2000-01
and 3.5, 3.6 and 3.7 from 2017-
18, pertaining to the H&ME

Department.

The Committee deliberated
onseveral key issues including
construction of an Animal
House at the Food and Drug
Laboratory Jammu, testing of
antibioticsand innovative drugs
inthelaboratory, functionality
of air conditioners and related
infrastructure and the wasteful
expenditure onimported den-
tal units by Dental College Sri-
nagar. Other mattersdiscussed
included establishment of spinal
injury centres, non-establish-
ment of a swine flu testing
laboratory at GMC Jammu and
non-functional status of the
Trauma Centre at Khelani.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chairman Sham Lal Sharma
called for strengthening the
healthcare servicesand upgrad-
ing infrastructure across all
health institutions in Jammu
and Kashmir. He emphasized

the need to provide affordable
and accessible healthcare in
remote and far-flungareas such
as Gurez, Tanghdar, Bani and
Basoli. He also highlighted the

importance of adopting best
practices from other states to
improve the healthcare deliv-
ery.

The Chairman underscored

the vital role of the Health
Departmentinthe social sector
and stressed the need for great-
er transparency,accountability
and seriousnessinits function-

ing. He emphasized the need
for establishment of trauma
healthcareinfrastructure atall
designated locations to ensure
prompt and effective medical
care for trauma patients.
Toensure efficient oversight,
the Chairmandirected that sub-
committees be constituted to
inspect the functioning of Bio-
safety Laboratories and Spinal
Injury Centresinboth Srinagar
and Jammu divisions. He also
stressed theimportance of fos-
tering a sense of duty and
accountability among doctors
and paramedical staff. He called
for consistent efforts toimprove
the work culture in all health-
care institutions across J&K.
The meeting was attended
by Principal Accountant Gen-
eral J&K, K. P. Yadaw; Secretary
H&ME, Abid Raheed; MD
NHM, Baseer ul Haq Choud-
hary; Secretary Legislative

Assembly; Commissioner,
Drug and Food Administra-
tion; Director General
Accounts and Treasuries; Prin-
cipal GMC Srinagar; Principal
Dental College Srinagar; Direc-
tor Finance H&ME; State Drug
Controller; Director Planning
and other senior officials.

The Chairmanreiterated the
PAC’s mandate to promote
transparency, fiscal discipline
and accountability in gover-
nance.He appreciated the com-
mitment of Committee mem-
bers and officials, urging them
to continue upholding high
standards of legislative over-
sight and contributing mean-
ingfully to good governance and
public accountability.

Various audit paras were also
dropped by the Committee with
directions to further improve
patient careacross healthinsti-
tutions in J&K.

Awareness and Counselling
Programme Held at BHSS
Ganderbal

m HT News Desk

GANDERBAL, AUG 4: An Awareness and Coun-
selling Programme was successfully conducted
today at BHSS Ganderbal, organized by the Srinagar
Chapter of the Institute of Cost Accountants of India.

The event aimed to enlighten students about the
importance of financial literacy, career opportuni-
tiesin cost and management accounting, and over-
all academic and professional counselling.
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The occasion was graced by the Worthy Chief
Education Officer Ganderbal, Mr. Oneel Kumar Bhat,
and Madam *Rumysa Sangeen Ji*, who were felici-
tated with mementos as a token of appreciation for
their valuable support in making the programme
a grand success.

The organizers expressed heartfelt gratitude to
all the dignitaries, faculty, and students for their
enthusiastic participation and contribution to the
programme's success.

Evaluation Report on Mumkin
Livelihood Generation Scheme
released in Kupwara
m  HT News Desk

KUPWARA, AUG 4: An evaluation report on the
Mumkin Livelihood Generation Scheme was today
released by the Chairmam District Level Evaluation
Committee, Ms. Ayushi Sudan whereunder all the sam-
ple beneficiaries were verified on ground in all 24 CD
Blocks of the district.

ADDC Kupwara, Mufti Fareed u din; ACR Kupwara,
Peerzada Mumtaz Ahmad, CPO/District Statistics &
Evaluation Officer, Parvaiz Ahmad; AD Planing, Ghulam
Nabi, AD Employment, Arshid Qadir, and other concerned
officers were present on the occasion.

As per the report released, the beneficiaries have
reported that they were provided small commercial
vehicles by the District Employment & Counseling Cen-
ter Kupwara (Nodal Department for Mission Youth
Schemes). The beneficiaries were found satisfied with
the gesture of the Government to provide handholding
to the youth having skill in driving to earn their liveli-
hood.

The report was drafted by District Statistics & Evalu-
ation Officer Kupwara under the overall control of the
District Development Commissioner Kupwara in a time
bound manner.
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Young Kashmiri scientist to represent India at prestigious ICGAC2026 in Paris
"Rocket Boy of Kashmir” invited to speak at global gathering of top physicists

m  HT News Desk

KULGAM, AUG 04: In a proud
moment for Jammu & Kashmir
and India’s scientificcommunity,
Suhail ibn Shahnawaz, a young
physicist from Kulgam district,
hasbeen officiallyinvited to speak
at the 2nd International Confer-
ence on Gravitation, Astrophysics
and Cosmology (ICGAC2026), to
be heldinParis, France from April
16 to 18, 2026.

Suhail, often referred as the
“RocketBoy of Kashmir”,hasbeen
recognized for his groundbreak-
ing work in theoretical physics,
quantumgravity, cosmology and
aerospace innovation.

According to the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), hisresearch has attracted
global attention, making himone
of the most promising young sci-
entific minds emerging from the
region.

ICGAC2026isexpected to host

Nobel Laureates, top astrophysi-
cistsand renowned scholars from

around the world.

Suhail'sinclusionasaspeaker

is seen as a major acknowledg-
ment ofhis contributions to mod-
ern science and innovation. His
presence at the global stage also
shinesaspotlight on the untapped
scientific potential of Kashmir.

“This invitation is not just
about me—it's about every aspir-
ing young scientist in Kashmir
whodreamsbeyond boundaries,”
Suhail told KNO.

Born and raised in Kulgam
district, Suhail’s journeyinto the
world of space science began with
adeep-rooted passion for physics
and innovation. He gained early
recognition through youth-led
space awareness initiatives, most
notably Burag-1—a symbolic
space missiondesigned toinspire
interest in aerospace and STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing,and Mathematics)education
among Kashmiri youth.

Suhail actively engages in sci-
ence communication, delivering
motivational talks and participat-

ing in educational outreach pro-
grams.

He hasappeared on platforms
like the Teen Talk Show, where
he encourages young minds to
explore science as a career and
as a way of thinking.

Suhail is a vocal advocate for
making science more accessible
in remote and underserved
regions, particularly in conflict-
affected areas like Kashmir.

He believes that promoting
scientific curiosity and hands-on
innovation can open new oppor-
tunities for the youth. “Space
belongstoeveryone.lwantevery
child in Kashmir to know they
can be part of this cosmic jour-
ney,” he said.

With thisinternational recog-
nition, Suhail ibn Shahnawaz not
only elevates the image of Kash-
mir in the global scientific land-
scape but also offers a powerful
message of hope, resilience and
intellectual brilliance

BJP Kashmir Unit Holds Review Meeting on ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ Campaign at Church Lane, Srinagar

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG4: The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Kashmir Unit con-
vened a review meeting at Church
Lane, Srinagar, to assess preparations
for the upcoming ‘Tiranga Yatra’ cam-
paign, held under the broader nation-
al initiative of ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’.

The meeting was chaired by BJP
J&K General Secretary Anwar Khan
and State Vice President Dr. Shehnaz
Ganie, and was attended by State
Office Bearers, Morcha Presidents,
District Convenors, Co-Convenors of
the campaign, District Presidents and
other senior leaders.

State Office bearers who were also
presentincluded State Secretary Arif
Raja, Mudasir Wani, Media Incharge
Adv. Sajid Yousuf Shah, Social Media
Incharge Sajjad Raina, IT Incharge
SartajMajeed, and All Cells Incharge
Bilal Parray.

In her address, Dr. Shehnaz Ganie
emphasized the need for wholeheart-
ed participation by every party
worker to ensure the success of the
campaign. Reiterating the directives
of BJP National President JP Nadda,
sheurged the cadre totake the Tiran-
ga the national flag to every rooftop
across the region. She called for
meticulous planningand robust train-
ing of workers through grassroots-
level workshops.

Highlighting Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s vision of widespread
public involvement, she said this
Independence Day should reflect a
nation unified under the colors of the
Tiranga.She also warned against the
attempts of those who once opposed
the spirit of nationalism, stating that
the campaign must send a strong
message of unity and resilience.

BJPGeneral Secretary Anwar Khan
presented a detailed roadmap of
upcoming activities under the cam-
paign.He emphasized theimportance
of comprehensive planning at the
booth and mandal levels to ensure
widespread participation. He
announced that grand Tiranga Rallies
and Padyatras would be organized
to celebrate the occasion.

He called for extensive involve-
ment of the youth and emphasized
the need to engage with security
personnel and their families, acknowl-
edging theirimmense contributions

to the nation.

BJP Spokesperson Altaf Thakur,
referencing the historic success of
Operation Sindoor, highlighted the
added emotional and patriotic sig-
nificance of thisyear’s Independence
Day celebrations.

The meeting proceedings were
conducted by Mudasir Wani, who
outlined the objectives of the work-
shop in detail. Salinder Singh deliv-
ered the vote of thanks and encour-
aged all partyleaders and workers to
work collectively toward the success-
ful execution of the campaign.

Assault Accused Held
Swiftly by Srinagar Police at
Khayam Chowk

m  Mohammad Hanif Khan

SRINAGAR, AUG 4: In a decisive move
against social crimes in the society, Srinagar
Police have arrested five persons in connec-
tion with a violent assault incident that took
place during the intervening night of 3rd and
4th August 2025 at Khayam Chowk, Khanyar.

The accused individuals were allegedly
involved in creating a public disturbance and
physically assaulting a few persons in the area.

Taking swift cognizance of the incident, FIR
No. 40/2025 was registered at Police Station
Khanyar under the sections 109, 115(2), 126(2),
and 324(4) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS).

During the course of investigation, all five
accused were identified and subsequently
arrested by the Police.

Two vehicles used in the commission of the
offence — a Mahindra Scorpio N and a Toyota
Glanza — have also been seized, as part of the
ongoing investigation.

The details of the arrested individuals are
as follows:

1. Faheem Ahmad Khan, S/o Mohd. Ayub
Khan, R/o Botshah Mohalla, Lal Bazar,
Srinagar

2. Talat Hassan, S/o Ghulam Hassan
Dhar, R/o Housing Colony, Chanapora,
Srinagar

3. Nadeem Madllik, S/o Bashir Ahmed Malik,
R/o Natipora, Mehjoor Nagar, Srinagar

4. Amir Rashid Molvi, S/o Abdul Rashid
Molvi, R/o Jogilanker, Rainawari, Srinagar

5. Mudasir Ahmed Sheikh, S/o Sheikh
Nazir Ahmed, R/o Ikhrajpora, Rajbagh,
Srinagar

Further investigation into the matter is
currently underway.

Srinagar Police remains committed to
maintaining public safety of all citizens and
ensuring timely justice to the aggrieved.
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KPDCL puts people
to trouble by announcing
frequent shutdowns

The Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation
Limited (KPDCL) had adopted a ‘dignified’ and

to trouble during the gruelling days of intense
heat and sultry weather. Day in and day outthe
KPDCL puts the people in trouble by announc-
ing shutdown for different areas of the valley.
The word shutdown has become a buzzword
among the employees of the Corporation and

the brunt at the end of the day.

the shutdown. The KPDCL has been announcing
the shutdown for the different areas on a regu-

when the power supply is on and when it is off.
The announcement of shutdown is not limited
to the areas falling under the Srinagar district,
butthe same extends to the other districts of the
valley.

The curtailment schedule has become a
regularfeature in the daily bulletin of the Depart-

with a list of the areas that are expected to wit-
ness shutdowninthe subsequentdays. Attimes
there is more than one news item containing
details aboutthe areas that are going to witness
shutdown in the coming days. This information
is supposedto be published by the newspapers,
but in most of the cases the information never
reaches the people.

For the past so many years the KPDCL has
been claiming that round the clock power sup-
ply would be made available to the people
where the smart meters are installed along with
insulated cables. There are areas where the
modernization of infrastructure has taken place
months or years back, but the people living in
these areas are subjectedtoboththe scheduled
andunscheduled power cuts. The mattershave
been made worse by the shutdown being car-
ried out on a regular basis by the Corporation.

The people as awhole opine thatthe shutdown
should be limited to a few hours in a day and
not for hours together. In most of the cases the
shutdown extends to at least eight hours in a
day and one can easily understand the situation
faced by the people once the power supply is
off during the intense hot conditions. The prob-
lem does not end here since the shutdown is
extended for days together in a week.

‘decent’ way of putting the people of Kashmir

alsoamongthe people since they have to bear

Announcing a shutdown for a day and that
too for a few hours is acceptable but making it
a regular feature defeats the very purpose of

lar basis and as on date people don’t know

ment of Information and the KPDCL comes out

The Justice Mirage: When Time
Becomes the Biggest Obstacle

m  Munish Bhatia

"Tustice delayed is justice denied" - this famous
quote highlights one of the most pressing problems
of our country's justice system. When a person
suffers from pain and injustice, they turn to the
courts with the belief that they will get justice in a
timely manner. But as time passes and the case
drags on for years or even decades, that person's
trustinthe justice system slowly erodes. Thisisthe
situation today due to millions of pending cases in
India's courts, where getting justice has become a
long, tiring, and often frustrating wait. The ground
reality of India's judicial system is that there are
over 5 crore cases pending in courts at various
levels. These include countless cases such as prop-
erty disputes,dowry harassment, domesticviolence,
murder, rape, corruption, government related liti-
gation, and commercial disputes. It takes years for
an ordinary person to resolve a case, and by the
time a verdict comes, that person is either old or
their life has completely changed. The biggest
reason for the delay is a lack of judicial resources.
Inacountrywithahuge population like India, there
is a limited number of judges per million people,
while the global standard is many times higher.
Thisabnormally increases the workload on judges.
They hear dozens of cases in a single day and are
often forced to simply give new dates. At the same
time, lawyers' strikes, the absence of government
witnesses, delays in forensic reports, and repeated
adjournments further complicate the process. Even
whenitcomes tothe basicinfrastructure of courts,

many lower courts still lack digital infrastructure.
Piles of files, a slow prevailing system, and paper-
based procedures make the entire system cumber-
some. The available technical solutions—such as
e-courts, video conferencing, and e-filing—are not
being fully utilized, especially in rural and small-
town areas. For any person, starting a legal battle
is not just a judicial process; it also affects their
economic, social, and mental state. Lawyers' fees,
repeatedly going to court, taking leave from work,
pressure on the family—all these startto break that
person from within. Especially when they see that
their case gets date after date for years, but no

concrete decision is reached. This not only affects
the plaintiff or defendant but also spreads dissat-
isfaction and mistrust of justice throughout society.
To get out of this challenging situation, several
important steps need to be taken. First, vacant
positionsin the judiciary should be filled on a prior-
ity basis. At the same time, new courts should also
be established so that the burden of cases is divid-
ed equally. Systems like e-filing, e-summons, and
online hearings should be made more widespread.
This will speed up the hearing process and reduce
the complexity of documentation procedures. The
number of fast-track courts should be increased,
especially for cases of women's safety, child abuse,
and senior citizens, so that justice can be served
quicklyinthese sensitive matters. Also, mediation,
panchayati justice, and conciliation committees
should be encouraged so that small and simple
cases canberesolved outside the court. Employees
associated with the judiciary should be given train-
ing based on modern technology and procedures
sothattheybecome efficient and court proceedings
become more systematic. Justice is not just a legal
term,; it is the basis for the common person's faith
indemocracy and the constitution. When aninno-
cent person waits for justice for years, it creates not
only anger towards the system butalso disappoint-
ment towards the entire system. This is an alarm
bell for democracy. The time has come to get out of
this labyrinth of litigation and make the process of
justice simple, accessible,and quick. The true value
of justiceisonly whenit is received on time. If courts
work for more days, the pending cases can be
settled quickly. The courts should be modernized
and digital platforms should be used. This will not
only save time but also bring transparency to the
process. The scales of the goddess of justice will
remain balanced only when every person gets
justice on time. Justice delayed is truly another
suffering for the victim.

munishbhatial22@gmail.com
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Correction in Wrongly Attributed Pincode to
Muradabad Kreeri: A Herculean Task

How Important is the Postal Code, If You Want fo Understand it's Importance Ask
The Denizens of Muradabad Kreeri, Writes SGM Andrabi

m  SGM Andrabi

Postal Index Number Code popu-
larly known as pincode was initially
concepted for swift delivery of
postalitems like parcels, letters mon-
eyorders and othe items intended to
be sent through the post offices.

In India the Postal department
introduced pincodes wef 15 August
1972 .Each post office and sub post
office in the country were allocated
a 6 digit unique code which would
berelevant forlocation of ageograph-
icarea. Withthe advent of of infoma-
tionrevolution this code becam more
relvent for registration in the public
services schemesand online facilities
like Aadhar cards , Election cards ,
Ration data besides the address cer-
tificates of individuals.

My Home town Kreeri falls in
Distt Baramulla historically called
"KruhinKreeri"Itis a centre of polit-
ical,religious ,trade & culture affairs
of the area since the advent of in the
middle of 9th century Hijri corre-
sponding to 15th century AD.The
patron saint lived in kreeri till 17th
of zulhajh 861 Hijri corresponding
to 4th Nov 1457 AD .It was in his
lifetime akhangah( centre of worship
& Learning) was set up which pro-
duced hundreds of scholars of Reli-
gious Knowledge as well of art
culture, poetry and calligraphy. It
remained the centre of all social
activities for centuries. When Sultan
Zainul Abideen ,Badshah visited
kreeri to pay his obeisances to the
patron Saint, he proclaimed, that
Juma prayers will be offered hence-
forthinkreeri.Inthose days only few
places outside srinager city had the
honour of conducting Juma prayers.
With theadventof postIndependence
political realignments in kashmir,our

town faced continued discrimination
in developmental front and govt
apathy,partly because our elders
,being educated and politicallyeman-
cipated could not toe the line of
political powers of the time and
partly because of being unrepre-
sented in state Legislature for a con-
siderable period.Some institutions
like Jk Bank branch ,1976 , Primary
Health centre, 1969,Govt High
school, 1960 were sanctioned by the
authorities as result of personal &
persistent efforts of civil society of
kreeri.

It was in 1977, when a group of
concerned citizens,took up the man-
tle of re-assuring the political iden-
tity of kreeri area.That year, a fresh
Delimitation of Assembly segements
in J&K was being carried out and we
succeeded in getting a new sege-
ment" sangrama" carved outindistt
Baramulla. Though this was not an
ideal situation for kreeri area which
we had proposed but still for the first
time after 30 years of Independence,
we were able to politically assert
without being toed to Baramulla,
Pattanorsopore Assembly segements
as heretofe.what happened thereaf-
ter, many witnesses to the history
are still alive, to narrate the story to
the posterity.

One thing remains certain that
even today , our civil society is still
active agileand alive to the situation
intaking up socialissues confronting
our area from time to time.

Tehsil Hqr at kreeri was sanc-
tioned in 2006 but started function-
ingonly fromkreeri in 2013, thanks
to the unwanted and vested -interst
created artificial devide between
Kreeri & Wagoora towns.

Inthe year 2010,Govt of India ini-
tiated a scheme for registration of
itscitizens popularly knownas Aad-
har.For this an autonomous author-
ity, named, Unique Identification
Authority ofIndai, UIDAI, was estab-
lished. A no of parametres were
included inthis database whichalso
included, biometrics ,date of birth,
residential address,Cell No and an
area pincode based on the records of

India Post.

Kreeri has a sub post office since
1980 and it's area pincode is 193108
as per the records of India Post.

To our misfortune it was wrong-
ly recorded as 193198 in the UIDAI
(Aadhar)Database by unknown rea-
sons.

For many years nobody bothered
about it and even started using this
wrong pincode as well in thier
address, social media and business
addresses | Sign Boards with the
result agreat confusion was created.
When the UIDAI ordered updating
of Aadhar Cards in 2023, people
started facing trouble in updating
besides availing of various online
facilities of the Govt depaments.

When situation became more
difficult and ourlocal ourlocal news
& social media started highlighted
the public difficulty in updating
Aadhar Cards, Driving Licenses and
other identity cards of government
flagship schemes, I decided to take
up the issue, as no other political or
civil society group haad shown any
interst in mitigation of this diffi-
culty ,though all were publicly feel-
ing concerned.

I went to the office of Tehsildar
kreeri whichsupervises the Aadhar
centre in kreeri. Mr Mubashir Amin
JKAS,then Tehsildar kreeri, well
known for his academic and social
bent of mind, was verykind totake
the issue with Deputy Commis-
sioner, Baramulla. He also followed
it in the DC office and finally a
letter from DC office was written
to state coordinator Aadhar, for
correction of Pincode in UIDAI
Database.

For one year nothing happened.
Finally Ilodged a grievances with
Hon'ble LGs grievance Cell . After 6
months I was informed that Asstt
Post Master Genl J&K circle has writ-
ten to UIDAI for correction. 3 months
passed with no progress. [ again
approached post Master General of
India.They informed me that UIDAI
hasbeen asked to do it .Wait contin-
ued. I took to my X handle and loged
a complaint with UIDAI( Aadhar).

They responded and asked me to
give relevant documents which I
uploaded on their X handle. I also
brought the issue to notice of Dr
Jatinder singh , Hon’ble MoS in PMs
office , under whome , UIDAI falls.

Finally it was 9th of July 2025
when UIDAI, Chandigarh Regional
office had launched a 3 days aware-
ness programe at SKICC, which was
to be inaugurated by Hon'’ble LG.

I siezed the opportunity, dis-
cussed issue with UIDAI authorities
there.By that time my earlier cor-
respondence along with India Post
records had reached them.

They assured me that database
willbe uploaded with correct pincode
of Kreeri area 193108 within couple
of weeks .I remained in touch with
Mr Sohail of Srinagar UIDAI out
sourced office, who was always cor-
dial.our Aadhar centre chief MrJaleel
was keptin the loop since the begin-
ning of my endeavor who would
keep me posted about the latest on
the subject.lamalso thankful to our
local social Media and news groups
alsohelpedinkeeping theissue alive
by highlighting this public greivance
periodically.

The update has nowbeen carried
out wef 31st July 2025 as193108.A
great difficulty/greivance has been
redressed.

Now it our duty to make correc-
tions in all places where Pincode is
required or written, particularly in
voter ID cards, besides updating
Aadhar cards afresh.

I advise the youth of kreeri area
to keep on taking up social issues
persistently.It may take time but
when we are right in our demand
and sincere in our effort,it will be
achieved.

[ Pray to Allah that he has finally
heard us and our problem solved as
at the end it is He Who knows how
things shape in this world and the
time fixed for it ....

The Author is a retired SSP of

J&K Police, Writes on Socio- Reli-
gious issues and can be reached
at sgmandrabi@gmail.com
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The Prospects of a Happy Man

(Inside Reflection)

choice and to satisfy with dignity along
the struggle makes Abin’s life aremark-
able course of action. Abin, who cur-
rently serves as a government employ-
ee at Ernakulum guest house, isa happy
man, moreover he energetic the, domain
in the capacity.

Abinisvery much creativein his ways

along with the administrative duties he

m Sidharth P K

is entitled to do so. He creates an order

of simplicity along the linesand corridors

For a man to be happy is his own

ofthe guesthouse. As heruns the atmo- "o

sphere with much peace and ability,
gives out his time to suit hisacceptance.

Afamily manwithahumble devotion
tohison-goingservice keeps hisrecord,
most admirable and enchanting. Abin
keeps his time fixed to the service he
has taken. As Abin relates to the same
ordinary man, his life signals out as a
direction of happiness in length and
breath.

The author is a freelance

Kudos to the Indian Army and District

Administration Baramulla for this visionary initiative
Riti, Riwaj, Riwayat aur Bikhre Maotil

m By MS Nazki

A people without the knowledge of their past his-
tory,originand cultureislike atree withoutroots. And
Culture is a product of law. And laws create norms for
society. This is why anyone who wants to change the
culture of a country must try to change the norms of
the country. By the way, the present day youth of
Kashmir know this!

I have been in Kashmir for several years! But as a
child I never knew that a volcano would erupt! But
what saves Kashmir today is culture!

Alady from Baramulla taught me this, ‘culture is to
know the best that has been said and thought in the
world. And Kashmir has that quality!’ She did add that
cultural differences should not separate us from each
other, but rather cultural diversity brings a collective
strength that can benefit all of humanity." Also she
added: "Intercultural dialogue is the best guarantee
of a more peaceful, just and sustainable world............
Majors Diary

Therefore culture is simply the hospitality of the
intellect. Your mind is open to new ideas and larger
views; when they enter, you know how toreceive them,
and toentertain, tobe entertained, and take what they
have to offer without allowing them to dominate you.

So we come to the story: Riti, Rivaaj" "Riwayat aur
Bikhre Moti!

Rivaaj" and "Riwayat" both refer to customs and
traditions, but with slightly different connotations.
"Rivaaj"translatesto "custom," "practice,” or established
way of doing things, a social norm or convention.

"Riwayat," on the other hand, can also mean tradi-
tion or custom, but it can also carry a stronger sense
of historical or familial lineage, suggesting a practice
passed down through generations.

Here's a more detailed breakdown:

Rivaaj: A "rivaaj" could be the custom of wearing
specific clothing for certain occasions, or a particular
way of celebrating a festival.

Riwayat : A "riwayat" could be a family's tradi-
tional recipe, a historical account of a place, or a long-
standing practice within a community.

In essence: While the three words denote customs
and traditions, "rivaaj" is more about the current,
widely accepted practices, while "riwayat" empha-
sizes the historical and generational aspect of those
practices.

Kashmiri Riti, Rivaaj and Riwayat:

Kashmiricustomsand traditions are deeply rooted
intheregion's history and geography, blending religious
and cultural influences. Key aspects include unique
clothing, vibrant festivals, diverse music and dance
forms, and celebrated handicrafts.

Clothing: Kashmiris wear distinctive clothing, with
the Pheran, along woolen cloak, being a winter staple.
Women often wear intricately embroidered Pherans,
especially during special occasions,and pair them with
headscarveslike the Taranga. Traditional clothing also
includes loose salwar kameez, kurta pajamas, and
skullcaps. The choice of fabric, often wool or Pash-
mina, reflects both the climate and cultural identity.

Festivals: Kashmiris celebrate a variety of festivals
with great enthusiasm, including Eid-ul-Fitr, Hemis
Festival, Lohri, and Baisakhi. Festivals are marked by
prayers, feasts, music, dance, and the exchange of
greetings.

The Shikara Festival, held on Dal Lake, showcases
Kashmiri culture through music, dance, and art.

Navroz, a festival celebrated by the Parsi commu-
nity, is another important event.

Music and Dance: Music and dance are integral to
Kashmiri culture, with various forms like Chakri, Rouf,
Bhand Pather, and Dumbhal.

Dumbhal: is a traditional dance performed by men,
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while Rouf is a graceful dance often performed by
women during festivals.

Bhand Pather: isaunique folk theater that combines
dance, drama, and satire.

Hafiza: is a classical dance form performed during
weddings, accompanied by Sufi music.

Musical instruments like the Santoor, Rabab, Sitar,
and Tabla are commonly used.

Handicrafts: Kashmiri handicrafts are world-
renowned, with Pashmina shawls being a symbol of
royalty and warmth. Other popular items include
woolen rugs, hand-knotted carpets, walnut wood
furniture, silverware, papier-maché, and baskets. The
handicrafts industry is a significant part of the Kash-
miri economy and is a popular attraction for tourists.

Other Customs: Wazwan, a traditional multi-course
meat-based meal, is anintegral part of Kashmiri wed-
dings and celebrations.

Menzhat, the night ofapplying henna, isasignificant
pre-wedding ritual.

Visiting holy shrines and fasting are alsoimportant
aspects of Kashmiri religious traditions.

And the youth lived up to the traditional stepping
stones to the future as they embarked upon a new
journey!

Youth of Jammu and Kashmir's Baramulla district
onSaturday created aworld record for the largest-ever
Kashmiri folk dance performed by 10,000 young
women at the 'Kashur Riwaaj' cultural festival.

Itisthelargest-ever Kashmiri Folk Dance performed
by 10,000 young women at Kashur Riwaaj Cultural
Fest on the occasion of 78th Independence Day.

The mega event was organised by the Dagger Divi-
sion of Chinar Corps in collaboration with Baramulla
District Administration and Indrani Balan Foundation
(IBF),asarun-up celebration for the 78th Independence
Day.

The festival took place at Prof. Showkat Ali Indoor
Stadium to showcase the vibrant traditions of Kashmir
through traditional dances, music, calligraphy and
cultural activities.

"The highlight was the collective performance of
the 'Rouf' dance by the young women, setting a new
world record," he added.

"We have beenrehearsing for almosta month. Now
we feel allthe effort was worthit. Thisisagreatachieve-
mentand we are proud to be part of the world record,”
said one of the young participants.

Minga Sherpa, Deputy Commissioner led the team
that ensured the smooth execution of the event. Senior
officials from the J&K Cultural Department, Police and
NGOs were also present at the historic event.

The record-breaking event was adjudicated by the
Universal Records Forum. Universal Records Forum
(URF) is an ISO 9001:2015 certified organisation,
compliant with Guinness records standards, which
underscores its commitment to maintaining quality
management standards.

Alocal professor commented, "Kashmiri culture is
a melting pot of diversity, but today's youth show
declining interest because it is not fashionable. The
initiative of the army and district authorities has revived
interest in our age-old traditions."

The cultural fest served as a vibrant showcase of
Kashmiri artistry and talent from renowned local
artists. Attendees had the privilege of witnessing
remarkable performances and celebrating the rich
cultural heritage of Kashmir. Ishfaq Hamid Bhatt, a
13-year-old prodigy, showcased his exceptional skills
on the 'Rubab’.

Awarded the prestigious Pradhan MantriBal Puras-
kar 2024, Ishfaq is renowned for his remarkable talent
and dedication to preserving Kashmiri musical tradi-
tions.

Naseer Ahmed Mir, a celebrated Santoor player, also
performed at the fest. He was awarded a gold medal
by the President during the Kashmir University con-
vocation in 2021, in recognition of his outstanding
contribution to the art of Santoor playing.

The Rubab and Santoor mini-concert mesmerised
the audience. Shafi Mir, a calligraphy expert from
Baramulla, was also part of the event.

66

Clothing: Kashmiris wear
distinctive clothing, with the
Pheran, a long woolen cloak,
being a winter staple. Women
often wear infricately
embroidered Pherans, especially
during special occasions, and
pair them with headscarves like
the Taranga. Traditional clothing
also includes loose salwar
kameez, kurta pajamas, and
skullcaps. The choice of fabric,
often wool or Pashminq, reflects
both the climate and

cultural identfity.

The show was stolen by the passionate performance
of the "Strings of Baramulla" band of the Chinar YUVA
Centre. The audience was thrilled to see the popular
RJs of Radio Baramulla take centre stage as the Master
of Ceremonies.

"The Indian Army remains closely connected with
the people of Kashmir and actively supports the pres-
ervation of their heritage and traditions. The Army has
worked alongside the community, contributing to the
empowerment, education, skilling, infrastructure
development and continuation of cultural practices
andvalues,demonstratinga commitment totheregion's
culturallegacy, while also guarding the nation’s borders
and maintaining peace in the hinterland,” the Army
spokesperson said.

"The success of 'Kashur Riwaaj' has setabenchmark
for future cultural engagements in the region, uniting
the youth of Kashmir in a display of tradition and
patriotism," he said

The festival aimed to revive traditional Kashmiri
art forms, promote youth engagement, and spread
awareness about the dangers of drug abuse.

Kashur Riwaajis a shining example of how culture,
creativity, and community can come together for a
greater cause. Kudos to the Indian Army and District
Administration Baramulla for this visionary initiative.
The participation of20,000 youthis a testament tothe
spirit and potential of Kashmir.

Organised by the Indian Army's Chinar Corps in
collaboration with the District Administration of
Baramulla, the festival aimed torevitalise and showcase
traditional Kashmiri art forms, while emphasising
youth engagement, as also raise awareness about the
perils of substance abuse.

The festival achieved a remarkable milestone by
setting two unprecedented world records. The first
record was set for the largest “Ladishah Performance”,
featuring an impressive 20,000 students across 162
locations in the district.

Ladishah, a centuries-old Kashmiri musical story-
telling tradition, seamlessly weaves together satire,
humour and social commentary, historically serving
as a powerful medium for social awareness and com-
mentary in rural communities.

The Second record was achieved in the realm of
“Kalamkari” (Calligraphy), where 18,350 young par-
ticipants collectively penned the patriotic verse “Saa-
re Jahaan Se Achha”, a symbol of National pride and
unity, in the traditional calligraphic style.

The festival set a new benchmark for not only
revival of our traditional culture but also invigorated
youth engagement in the valley.

To finally round up the things we would say that
culture is the arts elevated to a set of beliefs. Kash-
miri youth proved it yet again!
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White Coats

m By Zainab Shabir

Inthe charged health care environment
of Jammu and Kashmir, doctors of today
must walk a thin tightrope between pop-
ular perceptionand professional duty. From
hospital corridors to cyberspace, the doc-
tor's profession is faced with twin chal-
lenges: a rise in violence initiated by
patients and increasing concerns about
ethical misconduct by health care profes-
sionals. What we witness is not a black-
and-white tale of heroes and villains—but
a stark image of an institution plagued
with crisis.

Onone side of this crisis are brutal acts
of violence against doctors. In already
overcrowded and short-staffed hospitals,
doctors are being physically assaulted,
sometimes while performing essential
duties. An incident of this kind recently
occurred within the emergency wing of a
prominent government hospital, when a
doctorwasattacked by apatient'sattendant
following a fatal result. The assault led to
suspended operations, publicindignation,
and renewed calls for security measures
ingovernment hospitals. These attacksare
notisolated aberrations butreflectagrow-
ing tension between a desperate public
and a stretched medical community:.

Onthe other side of the same systemis
an online wave of activity that has begun
to complicate the public perception of
physicians.Inanother and equally serious
controversy, a medical student uploaded
avideoofhisfirstexposure toanoperation
theatre. The video, which was meanttobe
personal or celebratory, was found to be
inappropriate and insensitive—warranting
serious questions of ethics, consent, and
professionalism. Such incidents have
prompted regulatory agencies to step in,
issuing strict guidelines that now pro-
hibit physicians and medical students from
uploading videos,images, or medical data
online that may violate privacy or under-
mine the integrity of the profession.

These two incidents—doctors being

attacked while at work, and others attacked
for vlogging—are connected. Both are
indicative of the underlying cracks in the
system.Healthcare workers are struggling
with poor support, long shifts, and height-
ened public expectations. Patients are
coping with waiting times, over-stretched
resources, and growing distrust. In such
an environment, one fatality or one video
is sufficient to trigger protests, violence,
or widespread condemnation.

Evenhospitalslike Lal Ded Hospital were
not spared the public backlash, as doctors
were filmed recording material on hospital
premises. Even if confidentiality was not
breached, the fact that they were recording
itwasavery serious matter of priorities and
boundaries. Hospitals, especially maternity
and casualty wards, are not just centers for
treatment—these are vulnerability zones.
Allrecorded or posted moments need to be
treated with care and humility.

There are further layers to the credibil-
ity crisis. One troubling concern raised by
both patients and insiders is the absence
of senior doctors during evening and night
shifts. It has been routinely observed that
senior specialists often delegate critical
night responsibilities to interns or junior
residents, leaving hospitals with minimal
supervision during high-risk hours. This
lack of senior presence compromises both
treatment quality and public trust.Inemer-
gency and casualty wards—where timely
decisions can mean life or death—experi-
enced oversight is not a luxury; it is a
necessity. The healthcare system must
make it mandatory for senior doctors to
be physically present and accountable
during evening and night hours to uphold
professional standards and patient care.

Another contentious issue damaging
doctor-patient trust is the prescription of
branded medicines, often at the behest of
pharmaceutical companies. Patients have
reported that some prescribed brands are
available only at select medical stores
located within or near hospital premises,
creating suspicion and resentment. There

isgrowing concern that some prescriptions
may be influenced by incentives or gifts
offered by medical representatives, rather
than patient welfare. To restore integrity,
doctorsare now beingadvised to prescribe
medications by their generic salt names,
not by specific branded products. This
simple but meaningful change can reduce
costs for patients, ensure transparency, and
protect the doctor’s image from being seen
asprofit-driven.Medical ethicsdemand that
the act of prescribing be driven by patient
need—not industry influence.

Doctor: A Saviour or an Executioner

While discussing the changing dynam-
ics of the medical profession, it is worth
recalling the insightful words of the noted
columnist, writer, educational counsellor,
and my respected teacher Aubaid Ahmad
Akhoon. In his thought-provoking column
titled "Doctor: A Saviour or an Execu-
tioner", published in Brighter Kashmir on
3rd July 2021, he eloquently writes:

"To begin with the word ‘Doctor’ — it

Under Fir

signifies notjusta profession, butabeacon
of hope. A doctor is one who can bring
smiles to the faces of the suffering, one
whostandsasaguardianbetween life and
death. The medical profession, therefore,
commands immense respect in every
civilized society.

Doctors constitute an indispensable pil-
lar of our community. Their importance is
universallyacknowledged,and theirservice
ismarked by dignity, honour,and the heart-
feltgratitude ofthose theyheal.Itis a profes-
sionwhere dedication, passion, perseverance,
and relentless hard work elevate an indi-
vidual to a stature not easily attained.

However, with the increasing pursuit
of material comforts and luxuries, the noble
spirit of service that once defined this
profession appears to be eroding. The
medical field, once considered a divine
calling, now risks being reduced to a mere
means of livelihood.

Disturbing reports frequently surface
— of impostors posing as doctors, of fake
degrees being unearthed, and of patients

c

losing their lives due to negligence or the
administration of substandard medicines.
Such incidents not only tarnish the sanc-
tity of the profession but also cast a dark
shadow on the thousands of honest, ded-
icated doctors who still uphold their oath.

This slow corrosion of values within the
medical fraternity compels us to reflect:
Has the healer become a merchant? Has
the saviour, in some cases, turned into an
executioner?"

Bottomline

To offset mounting pressure, there have
beenmeasurestaken by authorities: requir-
ing doctors to wear name tags and white
coats on duty, ensuring senior supervision
in casualty wards, and proposing greater
legal protection for doctors. These are all
necessary measures, but they scratch the
surface only. Problems beneath remain
untouched. Shortage of personnel, substan-
dard facilities, and absence of proper com-
municationchannelsstill fuel pandemonium.

What this episode demandsis not piece-
meal punishment but wholesale reform.
Doctorsneed protection—butalsothe very
highest moral standards. Hospitals need
security—butalsohumane administration.
And the public need answers—but also a
realization of the pressures that medical
people have to live with on a day-to-day
basis. Without the balance, the blame game
and backlash will only continue.

The health system crisis in Jammu and
Kashmiris nolongeranissue of infrastruc-
ture. Itis anissue of culture, behavior, and
credibility. When doctors turn into social
media stars, and when hospitals turninto
fronts for battlegrounds, the trust fabric
getsdamaged. Allactors—doctors, patients,
hospitals, and the authorities—will have
tobehave withresponsibility and sensitiv-
ity and mend it. For if the white coat is
meaningless, then the entire system is
deprived of heart.

The author is a Class 12th PCB.
sheikhzaiin@gmail.com

Papaya Brings

Glamour to the Face

m Sahil Manzoor Bhatti

With the passage of time, the Kashmir Val-
ley is witnessing the availability of high-qual-
ity fruits at affordable prices. In the past, only
a few varieties of fruits were common—some
grown locally, such as apples, pears, and cher-
ries, while others like oranges, bananas, grapes,
and melons were imported from other states
at higher prices. Thanks to the rapid advance-
ment in cutting-edge technologies, both the
horticulture and agriculture sectors are thriv-
ing.As asimple rule: more production leads to
lower prices, while low production causes
prices torise.

Smart and vigilant individuals take their
health seriously, observe any abnormality in
their body, and consult doctors when needed.
They also maintain a healthy diet, which is
essential for well-being.

Why is Diet So Importantfor Good Health?

Almighty Allah has created human beings
and, alongside, everything needed for their
survival. Our bodies require a wide variety of
foods rich in essential nutrients. Eating the
same food every day can lead to nutritional
deficiencies and digestive issues.

A human body is composed of around 36
trillion cells—the basic structural and func-
tional units of life. To keep these cells healthy,
we need a balanced diet. Different organs in
the body—like the skin, eyes, hair, teeth, and
stomach—require different nutrients for prop-
er functioning.

No single food item contains all essential
nutrients. For example:

m Carrots are rich in vitamin A, which
supports eye health.

m Collard greens are high in fiber and
help with digestion.

m  Fish is loaded with omega-3 fatty
acids and supports heart health.

m Pulsesarerichinprotein andsupport
muscle growth.

m  Water keeps us hydrated and helps
with bowel movements.

m Lef’s Talk About Papaya

In recent times, especially after the
watermelon controversy in Kashmir, papa-
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ya has become a household name. This
sweet, tropical fruitis now trending across
the Valley and is often sold in poly bags
during winter.

Papayais cultivated inIndian states such as
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Madhya
Pradesh, and Gujarat. With increasing aware-
ness of its health benefits, papayais becoming
more popular than ever.

Top 10 Health Benefits of Papaya

Enhances Skin Health

Papaya is packed with antioxidants like
vitamin A and C, which promote collagen
production, make the skinradiant,and reduce
wrinkles.

Provides Energy

Thanks to its natural sugars and minerals,
papaya offers aninstant and sustained energy
boost—perfect for mornings.

Boosts Immunity

With its high vitamin C content, papaya
strengthens the immune system and protects
against infections.

Supports Weight Loss

Low in calories and high in fiber, papaya
helps you feel full longer, aiding in healthy
weight management.

Improves Mood and Brain Function

Papaya contains folate (vitamin B9), which
is vital for brain health and mood regulation.
Eatingitregularly canenhance cognitive func-
tion and emotional well-being.

Protects Eye Health

Richinbeta-carotene and vitamin A, papa-
ya supports good vision and reduces the risk
of age-related eye disorders.

Aids Digestion

Papain, an enzyme in papaya, helps break
down proteins and promotes smooth digestion.

Reduces Inflalmmation

Itsanti-inflammatory properties helpreduce
pain and inflammation caused by conditions
like arthritis.

Supports Heart Health

Papaya’s potassium and fiber content help
manage blood pressure and cholesterol, reduc-
ing the risk of heart diseases.

Relieves Constipation

High in fiber, papaya promotes regular
bowel movements and keeps the digestive
system in check.

Papaya truly beneficial,don’t just rely
on papaya alone include a wide variety of
fresh, seasonal fruits and vegetables in your
diet. Avoid junk food, stay hydrated, and
exercise regularly to maintain your health
and vitality.

sahilmanzoor0401@gmail.com

Specialist Physician - Comprehensive Adult Care

10:00 AM=2:00PM + 10:00 AM

© Location: Khalig Medicate, Near Pasffice,
Tangmag Bus Stand

Compassionate Care + Accurate Diagnosis + Patient-Centered Treatment

Book your appointment now! +9198 5855607

+917780895122

v Expertisein: + Hypertension (High BP)
+ Diabetes & Metabolic
Disorders Director
+ Thyroid Illnesses Neurology
+ Respiratory & Lung Diseas
+ General Internal Medicine Syp’“::’:z
OPDTimings:  + Every Sunday '

« Back Pain
+ Epilepsy
« Neuralgia

Dr. Jyoti Sehgal

Institute of Neurosciences

« Loss of Memory

Wednesday,23rd July 2025
9:30Am to 1:30Pm

Venue:- 30A,A/D-Green Belt,
(Opp. Hotel Asia-Behind HP Petrol Pump),
Gandhi Nagar ,Jammu-180004

@ 96222 00900 / 94191 91439

L
%ll‘ mepanTa

\Z)

. Num?ness\n Hand ? 699/-* - f S | \
. Ia’szf:se;ns Disease m 1 498 A : |
: ;ZZZ?;;iess/ -
Insomnia L % 3 It
30 PARAMETERS COVERED

=)

Glucose Fasting

Book Your
Full Body Health
Check-up

Swasth Fir

Screen Package

8 D Lot Pathilats

#

Uric Acid

Creatinine

TSH
Count Ultra-Sensitive

Cholesterol

‘ Complete
Blood

e JiSHIEA

Detect Early Signs
of Heart Attack

Get a check-up with the best
vk

Cardiologist of Valley
07051022389

INTERVENTIONS

OPD Timings
4PM - 7PM

Hospital Location
Shifa Hospital Magarmal bagh Srinagar

KASHMIR'S HEART
IS IN GOOD CARE!

Experienced Cardiologists,

World-Class Facilities

4
Treatment For ’
- An
CALETO KNOW MORE

1800 889 8984

Free Angioplasty through Ayushman Bharat Jan Arogya Yojana

(D;;,Sﬁel.:{ﬁ

M.B.B.S, MD (OBSTETRICS & GYNAECOLOGY)
Former Associate Professor GMC Srinagar

Fellowship reproductive health & research
(Geneva Switzerland)

Available At

Imaging & Diagnostic Centre
® 8082641411 @ radiocareimaging@gmail.com

© Nowpora Bandipora Gurez Road Near Board Office

s 7

&
Mustafa

DR. SANJEED SULTAN KAWOOSA

SENIOR CONSULTANT GYNAECOLOGIST & OBSTETRICIAN

Road, Kreeri

WILL BE AVAILABLE Al
FOR CONSULTATION ON: /

DAY: Saturday
TIME: From 4:00 PM
onwards

VENUE: Mediwave

Chemists & Druggists,
Near J&K Bank, Gulmarg

For prior appointments,
kindly contact:

(MBBS, MD DGO)

(Reg. No.: 23527

© Affordable Fee

 PLACEMENTS PVT, LTD

Your Futune begims fene
ADMISSION

Study 9n

BANGLADESH!

«/ MBBS / BDS / Engineering / Other Professional Courses
«/ Top Government & Private Universities

7 Hassle-free Admission Process

7 Visa, Documentation & Travel Assistance

«/ 100% Genuine Consultancy - Trusted by Thousands

Why Choose Us?

© Guaranteed Admissions in Top
© Govt. & Private Universities
© Full Support with Visa, Documentalion & Travel

Structures
Trusted Consultancy

Your Spot!

. 7006441407 O Experienced &
&y WEEKST KASHMIR | | s7srososss ;
YOUR HEALTH AND WELL- . ; t q g M
BEING ARE OUR PRIORITY. L4 [ %‘#
H';Y g:lsql:g‘iarysuper Speciality Hospital Ap p Iy Ea rI y to
: i PARAS Secure
Nbow tdtohn t wotrry ARE YOU CONCERNED
ABOUT YOUR .
gf ?éatnse‘:t,s Heart Visit us today and take the first step
eda towards a brighter future!
Health?
18008898984 Y
HEALTHY HEART (2T L
=D | Umer
Facilities available 4@ LipidProfile 44 ECG .
AN Cardiac
« Angioplasty & Consuitation A TMT/ECHO
+ Pacemaker '
Free Angioplasty by Ayushman Bharat / Golden card
All TPA panel facilities, CGHS, ECHS & SGHS card applicable

For Mone. Detasls, Cendact s Now:

Abad, Zainkote, HMT, Sgr.

7006710373 - 7051779981

info@esscoplacements.com, esscoplacements@gmail.com
www.esscoplacements.com

00 ¢

CMK



®

CM K
2 AHEADLINES

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

Srinagar, Tuesday

05-August-2025

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

NATIONAL | WORLD

r@ @headlinestodaydaily

“ @headlinestoday

B @headlinestodaynews

7

India, Philippines talks expected to focus on boosting
maritime, defence cooperation, with China in focus

m United News of India

NEW DELHI, AUG 4: Talks
between the Philippines and
India during President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr's five-day state
visit are expected to focus on
strengthening bilateral mari-
time and defence cooperation,
amid China’s growingfootprint
in the seas off the Philippines.

The Philippines President,
who is visiting India at the
invitation of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, arrived in the
afternoon. He isaccompanied
by his wife, First Lady Liza
Araneta-Marcos, several Cab-
inet members and a high-
level business delegation. They
were welcomed at the Palam
Air Force Station by Minister
of State for External Affairs

Pabitra Margherita, Indian
Ambassador Harsh Kumar Jain
and other officials.

President Ferdinand Mar-
cos]Jrwill be meeting PM Modi
atHyderabad House tomorrow
for bilateral talks.

The visit comes as Indian
Navy warships are engagedin
joint patrolling parts of the
West Philippine Sea (WPS)
with the Philippine Navy, for
the first time ever.

Indian Navy vessels—guid-
ed missile destroyer INS Delhi,
anti-submarine warfare cor-
vette INS Kiltan, and fleet
tanker INS Shakti—are con-
ducting joint sail with the
Philippine Navy’s guided mis-
sile frigate BRP Miguel Malvar
in the WPS.

The presence of two Chi-

nese warships was monitored
during the joint patrol with
the Indian navy, an official of
the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) said.

The Philippine vessel
detected two People’s Libera-
tion Army Navy (PLAN)ships—
a Jiangkai II-class frigate, and
a Luyang-class destroyer.

The Jiangkai-class frigate
was observed at a distance of
10 nautical miles, while the
Luyang-class destroyer was
spotted 15 nautical miles away:.

Manila has heightened
defence cooperation with a
range of allies over the past
year after a series of clashes in
the West Philippine Sea. Beijing
claims nearly the entirety of
the South China Sea despite
aninternational ruling thatits

assertion has no legal basis.
The Philippines has also
recently purchased BrahMos
supersonic cruise missiles
from India, a state-of-the-art
weapon designed to sink war-
ships. The two sides are
expected to ink around six
pactsinareassuchaslaw, cul-

ture and technology.
However, alleyes willbe on
any potential defence agree-
ments. Before his official
engagements begin on Tues-
day, Marcos is expected to
meet with members of the
Filipino communityin the city.
Ahead of his India visit,

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr
said in his departure state-
ment, “India has been a long-
valued friend of the Philip-
pines. Filipinos and Indians
have had mutually beneficial
interactions since pre-colonial
times.”

“Withthe Philippines being
the oldest constitutional
democracy in Asia, and with
India being the continent’s
largest democracy, our two
countries share several core
interests, such as our demo-
cratic ideals, our respect for
basic freedoms, and the pres-
ervationofarulesbased order
in the international arena.”

“There is much potential
for cooperation with India that
will mutually benefit our
peoples. We intend to explore

these by charting a plan of
cooperation across a broad
spectrum of shared interests:
from defense, to trade, invest-
ment, health, pharmaceuticals,
connectivity, agriculture, tour-
ism, and many other areas.”

The MEA spokesperson said
in a post on X:

“Mabuhay, President Fer-
dinand R. Marcos Jr.!

“President @bongbong-
marcos has arrived in New
Delhi on his first State Visit to
India.Received by MoS @Pmar-
gheritaBJP and accorded a
warm welcome.

“India & Philippines are
celebrating 75th anniversary
of establishment of diplomat-
ic ties. This visit will lead to
further strengthening of India-
Philippinesrelations.” UNIRN

Repco bank presents
cheque of Rs 22.90 cr towards
dividend to Amit Shah

m United News of India

NEW DELHI, AUG 4: Repco bank today presented a
cheque of Rs 22.90 crore towards dividend for 2024-25
to Union Home Minister Amit Shah here.

Shah congratulated team Repco Bank for posting a
profit of Rs 140 crore in the financial year 2024-25, which
is the highest in the history of the cooperative bank.

InapostonX,Shahsaid, "The bank under the jurisdic-
tion of the Ministry of Home affairs (MHA) has set an
example of efficiency, dedication, and professionalism
that will serve as an inspiration for the cooperative sec-

tor. Allmy best wishes to the team on their future journey".

The cheque was handed over by Chairman of Repco
Bank, E Santhanam, Director- Repco Bankand Chairman
of Repco Home Finance Ltd, CThangaraju,and Managing
Director, OM Gokul.

Present on the occasion were Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan and Secretary, Border Management,
Rajendra Kumar.

Repco Bank has posted a net profit of Rs 140 crore
during the FY 2024-25 and paid 30 percent dividend,
which is the highest in the history of the cooperative
society.RepcoBank, isa Government of India Enterprise.

The Government of India has 50.08 percent shares in
Repco Bank and it comes under the administrative con-
trol of MHA. It is a continuous profit-making institution
declaring dividend consistently for more than three
decades. UNI RBE SSP

Joint expedition team
successfully scales highest
peaks in Pangong Tso
region

m United News of India

NEW DELHI, AUG 4: A joint expedition team
consisting ofinstructors from three premier Nation-
al Mountaineering Institutes successfully sum-
mited Mt Merag-III (6,480 meters) and Mt Kangju
Kangri (6,710 meters), the highest peaks in the
Pangong Tso region of Ladakh. The participating
institutes were the Jawahar Institute of Mountain-
eeringand Winter Sports (JIM&WS), Pahalgam; the
NehruInstitute of Mountaineering (NIM), Uttarkashi
and the Himalayan Mountaineering Institute (HMI),
Darjeeling, a Defence Ministry statement said.

The expedition was flagged off on July 24 from
Sonamarg and was led by Colonel Hem Chandra
Singh, Principal of IM&WS, Pahalgam. The experi-
enced team comprised members from all three
institutes: Sub Maj/Hony Lt (Retd) Rafig Ahmad
Malik (JIM&WS), Hav Sajad Hussain (JIM&WS), Nk
Bharat Singh (JIM&WS), Hav/NA Yogesh (JIM&WS),
Sub Maj Hajari Lal (NIM), Nb Sub Bhupinder Singh
(NIM), Robin Gurung (HMI), and Zubin Rai (HMI).

Demonstrating remarkable courage, resilience,
and teamwork in the face of extreme weather and
high-altitude challenges, the team achieved a sig-
nificant milestone in Indian mountaineering.

Thelandmark accomplishment not only embod-
ies the indomitable spirit and endurance of our
nation’s mountaineers but also stands as a proud
testament to India’s growing prowess in adventure
sports and high-altitude expeditions. UNI RBE RN
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Philippines President arrives on four-day State
visit to Indiq, will hold talks with PM Modi

m United News of India

NEW DELHI, AUG 4: Philip-
pines President Ferdinand R
Marcos Jr arrived here today on
a five-day State visit during
which he will have discussions
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on strengthening coopera-
tion in areas including Defence,
trade, investment, health, phar-
maceuticals, connectivity, agri-
culture and tourism.

Hewasreceived attheairport
by Minister of State for External
Affairs PabitraMargherita. Heis
the first Philippine President to
visit India since 2007. The first
Philippine State visit toIndiawas
in 2007 by the then President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. The
last State visit of an Indian lead-
ertothePhilippineswasin2019
by the then President Ram Nath
Kovind.

President Marcos Jr will also
call onPresident Droupadi Mur-
muandisscheduled tovisit Ban-

galore on August 7-8 to meet
business leaders.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesman Randhir Jaiswal said
India and the Philippines are
celebrating 75th anniversary of
establishment of diplomaticties.
This visit at the invitation of
Prime Minister Modi, will lead
tofurther strengthening of bilat-
eral relations.

The two countries are sched-
uled to sign six agreements for
strengthening cooperation in
law, culture, science and technol-
ogy, the Philippine Foreign Office
has said. “The areas of coopera-
tion actually are very wide-
ranging. But we look forward to
expanding them even more,”
Philippine Foreign Office official
Jimenez-Ducrocqsaidinabriefing
in Malacafang on Friday. “We
have...upwardsof sixagreements
to be concluded,” she added.

Inhisdeparture statementin
Manila, President Marcos said it
is “incumbent upon us,now more

than ever, to maximize the
opportunities in trade and
investment with the world’s
fourth-largest economy.”

He highlighted the maritime
ties between the two countries
and emphasized their shared
strategic interests and values.

“Our geostrategic positionas
coastal states that border the
busiestinternational trade routes
and critical sea lines of commu-
nication in the Indo-Pacific

region, our shared interest in
protecting the rights and welfare
of our international seafarers,
our steadfastness in upholding
international maritime law,
including UNCLOS and the 2016
Arbitral Award, and our unwav-
ering commitment to regional
peace and cooperation serve as
credible foundations of our active
and growing maritime coopera-
tion,” he said.

He also hoped that the two

countries’ commonalities would
lead to a “deeper, broader, and
more meaningful”bilateral coop-
eration that would promote
peace, stability, and prosperity
inthe wider Indo-Pacificregion.

The Philippine Presidential
Communications Office (PCO)
said the areas of cooperationare
very wide-ranging. But we look
forward toexpanding themeven
more. The PCO said the expan-
sion of maritime cooperation
will also be discussed.

“Part of our ongoing relation-
ship with India is in maritime
cooperationactivities. Sowelook
forward to expanding these,
deepeningourrelationships,and
expandingour areas of coopera-
tion,” Jimenez-Ducrocq said.

“A number of the companies
have already made some invest-
ments in the Philippines, and so
we’re looking to expand these
investments from the same com-
paniesortoreachouttonewcom-
panies,” she said. UNIRB 1923

Russia downplays US nuclear sub deployment,
dismisses any reports of escalation

m United News of India

MOSCOW, AUG4: Downplaying
US President Donald Trump’s
deployment of two nuclear sub-
marines after his verbal spat with
former Russian President and now
Deputy Chairman of the country’s
Security Council Dmitry Medvedev,
the Kremlinsaid it had nointention
of involving itself in polemics,
reports BBC.

In the first official reaction since
the US president's comments last
Friday, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov dismissed any kind of nucle-
ar panic, stating that American sub-
marines were on combat duty any-
wayand there had beennoescalation.

"Very complex, very sensitive
issues are being discussed, which,
of course, many perceive very emo-
tionally," Peskov said - though he
added thateveryone should be "very
cautious" with nuclear rhetoric.

US Special Envoy to the Middle
East Steve Witkoffis set to visit Mos-
cow onAugust 6, where the deploy-
ment is more than likely to be dis-
cussed.

Trump has been in a long game

of verbal spats with Medvedev, with
the two leaders having taken pot
shots at each other many a time.
While Trump had called hima“failed
President”, Medvedev in turn belit-
tled the POTUS’ deadline on ending
Russia’s war with Ukraine, accusing
him of“playing the ultimatum game”
and scorning him.

The spattooka heated turn after-
wards, when President Trump last
week ordered two nuclear subma-
rines to "be positioned in the appro-
priate regions" in response to what
he called "highly provocative" com-
ments by Medvedev.

Russia’s response has been rath-
erlightandrestrained, with neither
Medvedev or Putin slamming Trump
forthe move, or threatening any kind
of retaliation.

In an indirect reference to the
spatbetween the twoleaders, Peskov
said today thatwhile "inevery coun-
try members of the leadership...have
different points of view", in Russia
foreign policy was dictated by Pres-
ident Vladmir Putin alone.

Despite the recent developments,
US-Russia relations have improved
significantly under the Trump

administration, though Trump has
recently commented that Putinmay
notbeinterested in peace, referenc-
ing his further advancements on
Ukraine.

In response, Trump has threat-
ened further tariffs on Moscow and
given the country a deadline of
August 8 to come to a settlement
withKyiv, whilealso acknowledging
that further tariffs were unlikely to
harm Russia.

Russia-already the most tariffed
country in the world - has coped
well the international sanctions,
with its economy not experiencing
any major setbacks.

Trump has said that Russia is
"pretty good at avoiding sanctions”,
while Moscow hasretorted thatithas
been living too long under Western
sanctionsandwas“immune” tothem.

Despite their row, Washington
and Moscow remain in contact and
Peskov welcomed Witkoff's trip
later this week.

"We are always happy to see Mr
Witkoff in Moscow... We consider
such contactimportant, meaningful
and useful," he said, adding that
Witkoff and Putin may meet. UNI

Putin open to talks with
Zelensky after completing
necessary prep: Kremlin

m United News of India

MOSCOW/KYIV,AUG4: Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin is open to holding a meeting with his
Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelensky, but
only after the required groundwork has been laid
byboth countries' delegations, Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said today. Reiterating Moscow’s
long-standing position over the matter, he said that
atop-level summit must be preceded by substantial
progress at the expert level, reports RT. “A Putin-
Zelensky meetingis possible only after all necessary
preparations are completed and a sufficient distance
in negotiations is crossed,” he told reporters.

Zelensky has consistently been pushing for direct
talks with Putin, arguing that meaningful negotia-
tions require the involvement of both heads of state.

However, the Kremlin has raised its doubts over
Zelensky'’s legitimacy, as his presidential term for-
mally expired in 2024. Under Ukraine’s constitution,
power should transfer to the speaker of parliament
in the absence of an election—something currently
suspended under martial law.

While Moscow considers the legality of Zelensky’s
extended rule Kyiv's internal affair, it hasalsowarned
that the legality of any agreement signed with him
on an international level could be challenged.

Zelensky, in turn has accused Putin of deliber-
ately avoiding talks to prolong the conflict, stating
that he does not want peace, urging Kyiv’s allies to
increase their military support and maintain pres-
sure on Russia via sanctions.

Despite the politicalimpasse, diplomatic channels
remain partially open. Ukrainian officials report-
edly agreed earlier this year to resume lower-level
peace talks with Russia—abandoned in 2022—to
dispel perceptions that Kyivis obstructing a negoti-
ated settlement. Over three rounds of direct nego-
tiations have since taken place in Istanbul, with few
agreements having taken place, which include the
topic of prisoner exchanges and the return of the
remains of thousands of Ukrainian soldiers recovered
by Russian forces.

Whether these developments will eventually
lead to a top-level summit remains uncertain, as
both sides continue to hold fundamentally opposing
positions on the terms of peace. UNI ANV SSP
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Imran Raza Ansari Meets Union Home
Minister Amit Shah in New Delhi

m  HT News Desk

NEW DELHI, AUG4: President
All J&K Shia Association Imran
Raza Ansari met with Hon’ble
Union Home Minister Shri Amit
Shahtoday in the national capital
for a detailed discussion on the
prevailing situation in Jammu &
Kashmir.

During the meeting, Ansari
raised key issues concerning the
people of the Union Territory,
including the urgent need for the
rehabilitation of families affected
by terrorism. He appreciated the
efforts made under the leadership
of Lieutenant Governor Shri
Manoj Sinha, while also highlight-
ingthat several casesstillrequire
immediate attention and consis-
tent follow-up.

the recent observance of

The discussion also covered Muharram in the region. Ansari

expressed gratitude for the coop-

eration extended by both the
Central and UT administrations

but flagged the ban on a few tra-
ditional processions. He urged
that measures be taken to allow
their peaceful revival from next
year, in line with religious free-
doms and local sentiments.

“We had an open and con-
structive dialogue,” Ansari said
after the meeting. “I conveyed
both my appreciation for the
positive steps taken so farand my
concerns regarding areas that
need furtheraction.lamhopeful
thatthe discussionwill translate
into meaningful results for the
people on the ground.”

The meeting concluded on a
positive note, with ashared com-
mitment to maintaining peace,
promoting inclusivity, and
addressing the socio-political
concerns of Jammu & Kashmir.

Devotional Bajan
"Chandi maa da pyar "
released in Jammu

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, AUGUST 4: Sohail kazmi along with So-
cial Activist,and Retd. Judge Subhash guptaM.D Maa
Bawe Wali Records Sahil Mahajan releases a new
devotional Bajantitled "Chandi maa da pyar" adding
a new melody to the rich tapestry of local spiritual
music.

The song, "Chandi maa da pyar," features the
heartfelt voices of singers : Vijay malhotra and Nidhi
Singh The soulful lyrics have been penned by Vijay
malhotra, with music composed by Naresh NB ( Mu-
sic Mafia)The Bajan visual narrative was directed by
KK Malhotra, with cinematography by KK Malhotra.

Sohail kazmialong with Social Activist,and Retd.
Judge Subhash gupta while Speaking said "Itisa great
pleasure to be a part of the release of 'Chandi maa
da pyar' especially devotional music which has a
unique way of connecting people and bringing peace.
I congratulate the entire team for their dedication
and creating such a beautiful piece of art. This bajan
will surely resonate with many and strengthen their
spiritual connection.”

Sahil mahajan while speaking said that he has
always believed in promoting local talent and pre-
serving our cultural heritage. 'Chandi maa da pyar’
is a testament to the immense talent present in
our region. The song’s message of faith and devo-
tionis something that we all need in our lives, and
I am confident it will be very well received by the
audience.”

AMGDC Kilam Hosts Seminar on "Freedom Struggle
in India" Ahead of 79th Independence Day

B Farooq Rather

KULGAM, JULY 4: As part of the
celebrations marking India’s 79th
Independence Day, Altaf Memorial
Government Degree College (AMG-
DC), Kilam organized a one-day
seminar on the theme “Freedom
StruggleinIndia” onJuly 4,2025.The
eventwasajointinitiative of the Col-
lege Debates and Seminar Committee
incollaboration with the Department
of History.

The programme began with a for-
mal welcome address by Prof. (Dr.)
Shabir Ahmad Padder, In-charge Prin-
cipal of the college. He warmly wel-
comed the speakers and participating
students and encouraged them to
embrace and uphold the values passed
downfromIndia'sfreedommovement.

The keynote address wasdelivered
by Prof. (Dr.) Kowser Ahmad Ganai,
Head of the Department of History.
In his insightful speech, Dr. Ganai
emphasized the importance of
observing national events and com-
memorating historical milestones.
He stressed that such platforms are
essential for sensitizing the youth
about the nation’s hard-earned free-
dom and the sacrifices made by its
leaders to establish a sovereign and
democratic India.

Student participation added fur-

ther depth to the seminar. Mohd.
Tahir,athird-semester student, spoke
on the pivotal role of Mahatma Gan-
dhi and his philosophy of non-vio-
lenceinIndia’s path to freedom. Sujeel
Fayaz, from the first semester, gave
an overview of the key events of the
Indian freedom struggle, tracing the
movement from the Revolt of 1857
to India’s independence in 1947.

An interactive session followed
the presentations, during which stu-

dents posed several thoughtful ques-
tions to the keynote speaker, contrib-
uting to a lively and engaging
discussion.

The seminar concluded on a pos-
itive note, with participants appre-
ciating the relevance of such aca-
demic and historical discourses.
Glimpses of the event were captured
inphotographs, reflecting the enthu-
siasm and active participation of the
students and faculty.

INDIAN ARMY DEDICATES COMPUTER LAB TO LITTLE
ANGEL SCHOOL BHADERWAH CAMPUS

®  Amirlgbal Khan

BHADERWAH, AUG 4: In a
significant step towards promot-
ing digital literacy and strength-
ening civil-military cooperation,
the Indian Army’s 4 Rashtriya
Rifles (4RR)on Sunday dedicated
a modern computer lab to Little
Angel School of Bhaderwah Cam-
pus, University of Jammu.

The facility was formally inau-
gurated by Colonel Yogesh Chou-
han, Commanding Officer, 4RR,
who attended the event as the
Chief Guest.

“This initiative is aimed at
bridging developmental gapsand
empowering future generations

i

region,” he stated.

Following the inauguration,
students of Little Angel School
presented a cultural programme
showcasing the region’s vibrant
heritage which captivated the
audience.

Vote of thanks was presented
on this occasion by the Principal
of Little Angel School, Ms Aami-
raBano. She expressed gratitude
to 4RR Unit of the Indian Army
based at Bhadarwah.

“We are committed to provid-
ing a holistic learning environ-
ment,and this generous contribu-
tion by the Army greatly
enhances our capacity to do so,”
Ms Bano asserted.

through education and technol-
ogy,” Col Chouhan said, address-
ing students and staffattheinau-
guration ceremony.

He praised the efforts of the
teachingand administrative staff
of Little Angel School and com-
mended the leadership of the

Rector, Bhaderwah Campus, for
the commitment to holistic devel-
opment. Rector of Bhaderwah
Campus, Prof Rahul Gupta,
extended his gratitude to the
Indian Army for their support.
“The establishment of this
computer labis not just aninfra-

structure upgrade, butaninvest-
ment in the future of our chil-
dren,” Prof Guptasaidinamessage
adding, “It reflects the spirit of
collaborationand nation-building.”

External Relations Officer of
Bhaderwah Campus ArifHaleem
welcomed the guests and

acknowledged the Indian Army’s
continued support for educa-
tional and community develop-
ment initiatives.

“We deeply appreciate the
Indian Army’s active role in
empowering youth and uplifting
the education sector in the

Among those present were
Assistant Registrar of Bhaderwah
Campus Mujeeb Sheikh, Campus
Programmer Mrs Bubloo Sharma,
faculty members from various
departments and students from
both Bhaderwah Campus and
Little Angel School.

Ehsaas Foundation
Serves Free Tea at Urs of
Hazrat Abli Wani (R.A)

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR AUG 4: Ehsaas Foundation, a promi-
nent Non-Government organization known for its
humanitarian efforts, organized a free tea service
for thousands of devotees attending the annual Urs
of revered Sufi poet and saint, Hazrat Fageer Abli
Wani (R.A.) at Waniyar Eidgah.

The initiative, part of the Foundation’s continu-
ous community outreach programs, was warmly
received by the attendees who gathered to pay
homage to the legendary saint known for his poet-
ry, piety, and spiritual teachings.

Speaking on the occasion, Chairman of Ehsaas
Foundation, Zahoor Malik, emphasized the impor-
tance of unity, compassion, and brotherhood in
today’s world.

"Hazrat Fageer Abli Wani (R.A.)’s message was
rooted in love, tolerance, and spirituality. It is our
duty to uphold those values in our society. Through
such small acts of service, we aim to foster a sense
of togetherness and mutual respect,” he said.

The Foundation also expressed gratitude to its
volunteers and supporters who made the event a
success. The free tea stall remained active through-
outthe day, symbolizing the spirit of selfless service
and devotion

The Urs concluded with soulful recitations and
prayers, echoing the timeless legacy of Hazrat Abli
Wani (R.A.) and drawing people from all walks of life.

Yudhvir Sethi, Surinder
Bhagat holds public darbar
at BJP headquarters

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, AUGUST 4: Senior BJP leader and MLA from
Jammu East, Yudhvir Sethi, along with Surinder Bhagat, BJP
MLA from Marh constituency, held a Public Darbar at the
Bharatiya Janata Party headquarters in Trikuta Nagar, Jam-
mu, to listen to the concerns of the people and take prompt
action for their resolution.

Public Darbar witnessed the participation of numerous
deputations and individuals fromvariouslocalities of Jammu
city as well as surrounding areas, who turned up with their
grievances relating to essential services and infrastructure
gaps. During the Darbar, people raised issues such as ir-
regular water supply, erratic electricity cuts, and the water-
logged and damaged condition of inner roads and lanes
across several municipal wards due to consistent rains.
Sanitation also emerged as a major concern, with many
complainingaboutdelayed garbage collection and the urgent
need forenhanced cleanliness measures. Some deputations
highlighted the need of proper street lighting in neglected
pockets and repair in other areas.

Adeputation also raised issue of extremely slow pace in
the ongoingrepair work on Fly-over from Tawi Bridge towards
BC Road and raised apprehension that it can turn out to be
acause of some major accident. Both MLAs actively engaged
with the complainants, assured them ofimmediate action,
and promptly communicated the concerns to the respec-
tive departmental authorities. They also stressed the im-
portance of departmental accountability and urged of-
ficials to ensure timely redressal of public issues.

While stressing on the need to provide an appropriate
platformto the public, where they could present theirissues,
Yudhvir Sethiemphasized that the BJPis committed to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's vision of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas and Public Durbars are an extension of that
vision. “We are not here just to hear grievances, but toensure
that every legitimate concern is taken up with urgency. Our
aimis to make governance more responsive and accessible,”
he said. Surinder Bhagat reiterated his commitment to pub-
licservice and said that such initiatives allow elected repre-
sentatives to stay connected with ground realities. “We take
every concern seriously and are personally following up on
each matter raised today. This Darbar reflects our account-
ability towards the people who have placed their trust in
us,” he added.

MLA Arvind Gupta visits Saini Mohalla assures timely redressal of civic issues

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, AUGUST 4: MLA
Jammu West Arvind Gupta
conducted an extensive tour
of Ward No. 32, Saini Mo-
halla, where he interacted
with residents to assess on-
ground civic conditions, es-
pecially focusing on issues
related to lanes, drains, and
sanitation infrastructure.

During the interaction,
several locals highlighted
their grievances regarding

®© 00 ©

improper drainage systems,
choked lanes, and the lack of
timely repair work, which
had caused inconvenience to
daily life, particularly during
the rainy season. Residents
urged the MLA to expedite
developmental works in the
area.

Responding to their con-
cerns, Arvind Gupta assured
the public that their issues
would be addressed on a
priority basis. He said, “It is
our responsibility to ensure

that the basic civic infra-
structure in each ward is
functional and up to the
mark. The issues raised by
the residents today will be
taken seriously, and neces-
sary instructions will be
given to the concerned de-
partments to start the re-
pair and maintenance work
at the earliest.”

He added, “Under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the guid-
ance of BJP’s state leadership,

our focus remains on devel-
opment that reaches the
grassroots. No ward or mo-
halla will be left behind in
the journey of Viksit Bharat.”
The MLA was accompa-
nied by former Deputy Mayor
Dharam Veer Singh Jamwal,
Mandal President Anil An-
gral, Kushant Prajapati, and
several BJP Karyakartas in-
cluding Satha Bhushan
Dubey, Rahul Nargotra,
Rajesh Saini, Ram Pal Saini,
Bachan Bhagat, Kali Jyoti

Prakash, Ravinder Khajuria,
Guru Charan Singh, Raj Saini,
Binny Singh, along with local
residents of the ward.

The visit ended with
Gupta instructing local par-
ty workers to keep close co-
ordination with the com-
munity and ensure that ev-
ery complaint is monitored
until resolved. He also
urged residents to actively
participate in the develop-
ment process by providing
regular feedback.
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Public Notice Public Notice

I, Mohammad Ashraf Ahangar, S/o Ghulam Mohammad
Ahangar, R/o Laripora, Lari Pora, Anantnag, Jammu & Kashmir
— 192126, hereby inform through this notice that my name is
incorrectly mentioned as Feroz Ahmad in my Aadhaar Card
bearing number 4234 1431 4830.

My correct and legal name is Mohammad Ashraf Ahangar,
and I shall henceforth be known and identified by this name for
all official, legal, and personal purposes.

Sd/-
Mohammad Ashraf Ahangar

1, Shabir Ahmad Mir, S/O Ali Mohammad Mir, am the rightful
holder of electricity consumer ID No. 0209 020023585.

My previous address was wrongly recorded as Yanner,
Pahalgam, which is now being corrected to Koths, Srigufwara.

If any person or institution has any objection to this change,
they may submit their concerns along with relevant documents
to the Sub-Division Office, Ashmugam within 7 days of the
publication of this notice. No objections will be entertained
after that period.

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of GHULAM MOHD WANI S/O WALIMOHD
WANI R/O KREERI for the issuance of LEGAL HEIR certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that MOHD ASHRAF
WANI S/O GH MOHD WANI R.O KREERI has passed away on
07/04/1998 .The report of the patwari further depicts that the
deceased has left behind following dependent as tabulated below

1... GH MOHD WANI 85 years Father aged

2...SARA BEGUM 75 years Mother aged

3...FAROOQ AHMAD 48 years Brother shopkeeper

4...ASHIQ ABTAL 40 vyears Brother shopkeeper

5...NASEEMA AKHTER 44 years Sister housewife

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Legal heir certificate
in favour of Self.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Wagoora

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar has submitted case file pertaining to Death
of RAFEEQA BEGUM  W/O MOHD YOUSUF R/O WATERGAM
Tehsil WAGOORA Distt. Baramulla having verified the date
of Death as 23/08 /2016 and event has been shown to be
occured at HOME for issuance of delay order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of death certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Wagoora

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development
Officer Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining
to Birth of RAJA BEGUM D/O GHULAM MOHAMMAD YATOO
R/O DULETPORA Tehsil kreeri Distt. Baramulla having
verified the date of Birth as 21/07/1950 and event has
been shown to be occured at home for issuance of delay
order .In this connection .

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay
order of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate
1st Class Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of AYAZ AHMAD DAR S/O MOHD AKBAR
DAR R/O HAIL JAGIR for the issuance of LEGAL HEIR certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that JAVID AHMAD DAR
S/OMOHD AKBAR DAR R.O KREERI has passed away on 22/02/1997
.The report of the patwari further depicts that the deceased has
left behind following dependent as tabulated below

1... MOHD MAQBOOL DAR 58 years brother labour married

2....AYAZ AHMAD DAR //50 years //

3...FAYAZ AHMAD DAR //40 years

4...AB HAMID DAR //37 years //

5...SHABIR AHMAD DAR // 33 years //

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Legal heir certificate
in favour of Self.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Public Notice

My son's mother's name has been wrongly written as AFROZA
BEGUM in school record while his correct mother's name is ROZI
BEGUM as per aadhar record which needs to be corrected if
anybody having any objection in this regard he /she may file his
/her objection in the office of ZEO WAGOORA / GOVT HIGH
SCHOOL WATERGAM within seven days from the publication of
this notice after that no objection will be entertained

Name...ROZI BEGUM , M/O...HARIS SHABIR
ZONE....WAGOORA

Public Notice

I have lost my Mobile phone;(Awesome Graphite 8GB )
along with sim card bearing phone No 8899990181 & 2nd
sim card 9419461665 while travelling from in children Hospital
Bemina if anybody found Kindly return to below mentioned
adress otherwise I am applying for Duplicate Sim cards any
objection in this regard  he /she may contact with POLICE
STATION BEMINA SRINAGAR within seven days from the
publication of the publication of this notice after that no
objection will be entertained

Name...FIRDOUS AHMAD TANTRY
S/0 MOHD MUSTAFA TANTRY

R/O ...DANGERPORA QASBA MALMOH
BARAMULLAH

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Wagoora

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar has submitted case file pertaining to Death
of ZAIBA BEGUM GM/O SAKEENA BEGUM R/O WATERGAM
Tehsil WAGOORA Distt. Baramulla having verified the date
of Death as 15/01 /2015 and event has been shown to be
occured at HOME for issuance of delay order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of death certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Wagoora

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development
Officer Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining
to Death of MOHAMMAD AKBAR LONE S/O ABDUL RAHMAN
LONE R/O KHISIPORA Tehsil KREERI Distt. Baramulla
having verified the date of death as 11/10/2002 and event
has been shown to be occured at HOME for issuance of delay
order .In this connection

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay
order of Death certificate shall present his/her claim this
office within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Public Notice

I want transfer my driving license from AHMAD HUSSAIN
S/O HAJI MOHD HASSAN R/O TAMBIS KARGIL bearing licence
JK074119 to GHULAM ABASS S/O GHULAM HAIDER R/O
TRESPONE KARGIL If anybody having any objection in this
regard he /she may contact with ASSISTANT REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER KARGIL. within seven days from the
publication of this notice after that no objection will be entertained

Transferor ....AHMAD HUSSAIN
S/0 ...HAJI MOHD HUSSAIN
R/O TAMBIS
Transferee....GHULAM ABASS
S/0 GHULAM HAIDER

R/O TRESPONE

Public Notice

I have lost Death Certificate of My Son Mohd Ashraf Wani
S/0 GH Mohd Wani issued on 03-02-2003.Now i am applying
for its duplicate if anybody have any objection in this regard
He/She may contact concerned Authorities within seven days
from the publication of this notice after that no objection will
be entertained.

GH MOHD WANI F/O LATE MOHD ASHRAF WANI
R/O KREERI BARAMULLLA

Public Notice

I have lost my date of Death (DOD)certificate bearing
DOD 12/05/1998 issued by POLICE STATION KREERI at somewher
Now i am applying for its duplicate if anybody having any
objection in this regard he /she may file his /her objection in
the office of POLICE STATION KREERTI within seven days from
the publication of this notice after that no objection will be
entertained.

Name...SITARA BEGUM

M/O MUZAFFAR AHMAD SHAH
W/0 GH NABI SHAH

R/O WATERGAM
TEHSIL....WAGOORA

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly written as NUSRULLAH
KHANPATHAN in my driving licence bearing licence no JK09
2020 0001687 while my correct name is NUSRULLAH KHAN
as per adhar record which needs to be corrected if anybody
having any objection in this regard he /she may file his /her
objection in the office of ARTO KUPWARA /BARAMULLA within
seven days from the publication of this notice after that no
objection will be entertained

Name....NUSRULLHA KHAN
S/0 HABIBULLAH KHAN

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly written as RIZWAN MOHI UD
DIN in my Adhar card while my correct name is NAZIMA JAN
which needs to be corrected if anybody having any objection
he /she may contact with concerned adhar authorities within
seven days from the publication of this notice after that no
objection will be entertained.

Name....NAZIMA JAN
D/0O GHULAM MOHI UD DIN BHAT
R/O VIZER WAGOORA

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly written as SAKEENA BANO in
my Adhar card while my correct name is AAMINA SHABIR
which needs to be corrected if anybody having any objection
he /she may contact with concerned adhar authorities within
seven days from the publication of this notice after that no
objection will be entertained.

Name....AAMINA SHABIR
D/O SHABIR AHMAD BHAT
R/O0 TRUMBGUND

Public Notice

It is hereby notified that my dob has been incorrectly
mentioned on his Adhar card, 371309332765 as DOB 02/04/1950
while his correct DOB is 02/08/1939,Namely, Jana now I have
applied for the correction. If anybody having any objection in
this regard he/she may file his/her objection concerned authority
JUIDAI office within a period of 07 days after that no objection
will be accepted.

Name: JANA DOB, 03/08/1939
W/O LATE AB RAHEEM MIR
R/0: GULOORA TEHSIL LANGATE DIST KUPWARA

Public Notice

It is hereby notified that my son's name and dob has been
incorrectly mentioned on her Adhar card 338900910934,namely
Wahid Rasool dob 26/01/2008 S/O Ghulam Rasool, Bhat while
her correct Name and dob is as per record Ubaid Rasool dob
10/04/2013, S/O Ghulam Rasool Bhat r/o,

Kandikhass/Tehsil/Handwara, now i have applied for the
correction. If anybody having any objection in this regard he/
she may file his/her objection at UDAI Office Or BDO Office
Natnussa within a period of 07 days after that no objection
will be accepted.

Name: UBAID RASOOL DOB 10/04/2013
Parentage: GHULAM RASOOL BHAT
R/0: KANDI KHASS/ Tehsil/ Handwara
District/ Kupwara

Public Notice

Change of Name in Electricity Bill. I want to change then
Name in my electricity connection from my late fathers Name
i.e -Sanaullah Mir S/O Gh Rasool Mir to my Name i.e - Mr
Zahoor Ahmad Mir S/O Late Sanaullah Mir bearing consumer
I'd 0206050001359 Kirmani abad 250kv Sozieth narbal.

Anybody having any objection in this regard, may file his/
her objection in the office of Concerned PDD Department
within seven days from the publication of this notice after that
no objection shall be entertained.

Name: Zahoor Ahmad Mir
S/0 Late Sanaullah Mir
0206050001359, R/o: Sozieth Narbal

Public Notice

My Name and My Parentage wrongly mentioned in my
Bank Account and Pass Book as Mohd Assadullah Trumboo
S/O Gul Mohd Trumboo instead of my Name as Assadullah
Wani and my Parentage as Gulle Joo Wani.Now I amapplying
for its correction if anybody have any objection in this regard
He/She may contact Manager J&K Bank Branch Kreeri within
seven days from the publication of this notice after that no
objection will be entertained.

ASSADULLAH WANI S/O GULLE JOO WANI R/O
KREERI BARAMULLLA

Office of the Medical Superintendent District Hospital Pulwama

Re-Tender
On behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir UT sealed tenders affixed with revenue stamp of Rs5/= (Rupees Five)
are invited from the Hoteliers/Suppliers/dealers for the supply food items to the patients admitted in Gynae section District Hospital
Pulwama under JSSK-Scheme. The tenders along with CDR of Rs5000/-(Rupees Five thousand Only) Pledged to the Medical
Superintendent District Hospital Pulwama from any J&K Bank, shall reach to office of the undersigned with seven days from the

date of publication of this quotation in newspaper.
Terms & Conditions:
1. Initial Contract shall be for the Period of One year

2. The amount should not exceed Rs. 100/= per pack (pack menu to be mentioned)
3. The rates should be written legibly and without cutting/over writings.

4. No conditional tenders will be accepted.
5. The supplies should be FOR to bed side of patients.

6. The undersign has the right to reject any tender without assigning any reason at any time.

No: MS/DH/Pul/JSSK/2579-82
Dated: 04/08/2025

DIPK: 4766/25 | Dated: 04-08-2025

Sd/- Medical Superintendent
Distt. Hospital Pulwama

-
Rp’lxels Pvt.Ltd
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Public Notice

I have lost Death Certificate of My Son Mohd Ashraf Wani
S/0 GH Mohd Wani issued on 03-02-2003.Now i am applying
for its duplicate if anybody have any objection in this regard
He/She may contact concerned Authorities within seven days
from the publication of this notice after that no objection will
be entertained.

GH MOHD WANI F/O LATE MOHD ASHRAF WANI
R/O KREERI BARAMULLLA

Room No 12, Huda Ash Central Market, Abi Guzar Lalchowk, Srinagar
email: srpixels2021@gmail.com

® 00 ©

Public Notice

My Name and My Parentage wrongly mentioned in my
Bank Account and Pass Book as Mohd Assadullah Trumboo
S/O Gul Mohd Trumboo instead of my Name as Assadullah
Wani and my Parentage as Gulle Joo Wani.Now I am applying
for its correction if anybody have any objection in this regard
He/She may contact Manager J&K Bank Branch Kreeri within
seven days from the publication of this notice after that no
objection will be entertained.

ASSADULLAH WANI S/O GULLE JOO WANI R/O
KREERI BARAMULLLA

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
DIRECTORATE OF FLORICULTURE (G&P) KASHMIR
Tel-0194-2474234 Fax -2482032 e-mail: kash.flori@jk.gov.in
GIST of e- Tender Notice No.20 of 2025 |

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory, J&K, bids are invited (In double cover system) from the Registered
Contractors/Firms/ Bidders with J&K UT/Central Govt., CPWD for the following work:-

Dated: 01/08/2025

S.No. Name of Work/ Reserve Bid | Earnest Money Deposit | Cost of Tender Documents in | Validity of Contract
Contract (InRs.) (EMD) @ 10 % (in Rs.) shape of Demand Draft
(Non-Refundable) (In Rs.)
01. Outsourcing of entry 30,27,199.00 3,02,720.00 1000/- One (1) year from
ticketing System of the date of award
Children Park Srinagar of contract

The bidding document(s) consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, BOQ (Bill of quantity) terms and conditions and other
details can be seen/downloaded through the Departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of date given below:-

1. | Period of downloading of bidding document

01.08.2025 from 03:00 PM to 22.08.2025 up to 02:00 PM

Bid submission Start Date

01.08.2025 from 03:30 PM

22.08.2025 up to 02:00 PM

2
3. | Bid submission End date
4. | Date and time of Opening of Tenders (Online)

26.08.2025 at 02:00 PM

DIPK: 4783/25 | Dated: 04-08-2025

Sd/- Accounts Officer, (Member Secretary)
Floriculture Department, Kashmir
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Speaker Reviews Urs Arrangements
at Pakherpora

m HT News Desk / DIPR

BUDGAM, AUG 04: Speaker,
Jammu and Kashmir Legislative
Assembly, Abdul Rahim Rather,
today visited the revered Pakher-
pora Shrine to review the prepa-
rations and arrangements being
putin place for the upcoming Urs
celebration.

During the visit, the Speaker
held public interaction with the
localresidents, civil society mem-
bers and shrine management.

The public raised wide range
of issues and demands regarding
smooth conduct of the Urs. Main
issues raised included uninter-
rupted electricity, adequate water

hrine

supply, timely ration distribution
and proper transport facilities from
major routes like Budgam, Pul-
wama and Charar-i-Sharief to
Pakherpora Shrine.

The Speaker assured the pub-
licthatall the necessary arrange-
mentswillbe made wellinadvance.
Hedirected the concerned depart-
ments to ensure that adequate
electricity, water and ration sup-
plies are available during the Urs
days to avoid any inconvenience
to the devotees. Furthermore, he
emphasized on the need for has-
sle-free transport facility from the
surrounding districts and towns
to facilitate smooth movement of

The Speaker reiterated that the
administration is committed to
facilitate the religious events with
dignity and proper planning. He
added that all public grievances
would beresolved at the earliest to
ensure a peaceful and spiritually
enrichingUrsatPakherporaShrine.

Thelocals expressed gratitude
to the Speaker and District Ad-
ministration for active role and
commitment for arrangements
for the Urs.

CEO Yousmarg Development
Authority, SDM Charar-i-Sharief,
BMO, Assistant Director Food, ARTO
Budgam and other senior officers
accompanied the Speaker during

pilgrims.

the visit.

Awareness programme to sensitize
students on critical legal & social issues
held at GBHSS Hazratbal

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUG 04: District Legal Ser-
vices Authority (DLSA), Srinagar, organized
acomprehensivelegal awareness programme
today at Government Boys Higher Second-
ary School (GBHSS) Hazratbal, Srinagar.

Theinitiative aimed to sensitize students
about criticallegal and social issues includ-
ing the Protection of Children from Sexu-
al Offences (POCSO) Act, drug abuse, bul-
lying, teasing, violence, and the services
available through the NALSA Helpline No.
15100.

The event was held under the chairman-
ship of Tasleem Arief, Principal Districtand
Sessions Judge, Srinagar, and conducted
under the supervision of Sajad Ur Rehman,
Sub-Judge and Secretary, DLSA Srinagar.

Ontheoccasion, insightful presentations
from legal experts addressed the pressing
concerns faced by young individuals.

Zeenat Nazir, Deputy Chief Legal Aid
Defense Counsel (LADC), DLSA Srinagar,
spoke at length about the provisions and
significance of the POCSO Act. She also
shed light on the growing menace of drug
abuse among youth, urging students to
stay informed and vigilant.

Suhaila Ali, Panel Lawyer, DLSA Srinagar,
addressed the issues of bullying, teasing,
and violence in educational institutions.
She emphasized the importance of early
intervention and encouraged students to
seek help through the NALSA Helpline No.
15100, a vital resource for legal aid and
support.

The programme concluded with an
interactive session where students expressed
their concerns and queries, reflecting the
impact and relevance of the awareness
drive.

Har Ghar Tiranga campaign sees vibrant
participation across Budgam

m HT News Desk / DIPR

BUDGAM, AUG 04: A series of patriotic
activities were held today across various
educational institutions and public offices
in district Budgam as part of the Har Ghar
Tiranga campaign, being celebrated under
the aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

These events were organized under the
leadership of Deputy Commissioner Budgam,
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat, aimed at foster-
ing a spirit of nationalism and deepening
the emotional connectof citizens with the
Indian national flag.

All departments, educational institu-
tions, and local bodies have been actively
mobilized to ensure widespread awareness
and community involvement.

The day witnessed enthusiastic participa-
tion from students, teachers, and commu-
nity members in flag hoisting ceremonies,
cultural programs, awareness rallies, and
painting competitions. Special focus waslaid
oneducating students about the significance
ofthe national flagand the Flag Code of India,
ensuring they understand the correct ways
of displaying the Tiranga.

At various Government schools across
thedistrict, including Government Higher
Secondary School Kanir, students showcased
handmade tricolour-themed artwork and

participated in engaging patriotic song
competitions. The school premises were
decorated with flags and banners echoing
national pride.

The Municipal Council building and
Clock Tower in Budgam town were beauti-
fully illuminated in the colours of the na-
tional flag, creating a vibrant ambiance and
drawing public attention towards the im-
portance of the campaign.

District administration also appreci-
ated the efforts of schools, government
departments, local bodies, and commu-
nity stakeholders for their proactive role
in spreading awareness and encouraging
public participation.

The campaign continues to gain mo-
mentum in Budgam, as students, citizens
come together to honour the Tricolour and
reaffirm their commitment to the ideals
of the nation..

SHA J&K clarifies allegations
of denial of PM-JAY benefits in
Private Hospitals

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUG 4: In response to a recent news
report by KNS Kashmir highlighting the concerns
aboutalleged denial of services under the Ayushman
Bharat scheme in certain private hospitals, the State
Health Agency,J&K, hasissued aclarification toreas-
sure the beneficiaries of their rights and the support
available to them.

As per an official communique issued today in
this regard, the SHA has established a robust and
transparent grievance redressal mechanism to ensure
that no eligible beneficiary is denied treatment un-
der the Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY and AB PM-JAY
SEHAT schemes.

If any empanelled private or public hospital re-
fuses to provide treatment under the scheme, ben-
eficiaries are advised toimmediately report the issue.
Complaints can be registered by calling the toll-free
helpline 104 for direct assistance and quick action.
Additionally, grievances can be submitted online
through the Centralized Public Grievance Redress
and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS), Central Griev-
ance Redressal and Management System (CGRMS)
or the JK Samadhan Portal. If any hospital is found
guilty of denying treatment or violating scheme
guidelines, strictactionis taken, including imposition
of penalties, temporary suspension and even per-
manent de-empanelment from the scheme.

A dedicated Grievance Cell at SHA monitors and
resolves complaints on a priority basis. Additionally,
the State Anti-Fraud Unit (SAFU) conducts regular
follow-up calls with the patients to verify whether
they received the entitled cashless treatment.

It is important to note that all treatment pack-
ages under the Ayushman Bharat scheme are scien-
tifically designed and standardized by the expert
committees under the National Health Authority
(NHA). These packages define clear medical protocols,
costs and durations and are applicable uniformly
across all empanelled hospitals in the country. Hos-
pitals are not permitted to alter or overcharge for
these packages, ensuring transparency and uniform
quality of care.

As per the scheme guidelines, no empanelled
hospital is allowed to deny treatment or demand
payment for services covered under the scheme. Any
such act whether in the form of service denial or
asking for money constitutes a serious violation.
Hospitals found guilty are liable to face strict action,
including penalties, suspension or permanent de-
empanelment from the scheme.

The SHA has urged all the beneficiaries to regis-
ter their Grievances/Complaints through available
channels. For any help or complaints, beneficiaries
can call 104.

DSEK mourns demise of former
Commissioner Secretary- G.A. Peer

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUG 04: Directorate of School Educa-
tion Kashmir (DSEK) has expressed profound grief
and sorrow over the passing away of G.A. Peer, a
distinguished former Commissioner-Secretary to
the Government of Jammu and Kashmir.

Aseasoned and visionary bureaucrat, Peer served
J&K with distinction from 1977 across several piv-
otal administrative roles during his illustrious civil
service career.

Ina condolence message, Director School Educa-
tion Kashmir, Dr. G.N. Itoo, described late G.A. Peer
as a man of rare dedication, humility, and intellect,
who always remained connected with the grassroots
and was deeply committed to the welfare of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir.

“G.A.Peer was an officer of impeccable integrity
and a reservoir of knowledge whose sincerity and
tireless work ethic made him one of the most re-
spected officers in our administration. His ability to
empathize with the people and resolve their concerns
with sensitivity set him apart. With his demise, the
administration of Jammu and Kashmir has lost one
of its finest public servants,” Dr. Itoo said.

To pay homage to the departed soul, a condolence
meeting was convened today at the Conference Hall
of the Directorate of School Education, Kashmir. The
solemn gathering was attended by officers and staff
of the Directorate who recalled Peer’s outstanding
contributions to publicadministration and his inspir-
ing legacy of leadership, simplicity, and service.

JKSDM launches India Skills Competition 2025 across 20 districts of J&K

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR,AUG4: The Jammu
& Kashmir Skill Development Mis-
sion (JKSDM) today launched the
India Skills Competition 2025 across
all 20 districts of the Union Terri-
tory, signaling a significant push
to empower the skilled youth of
J&K and align them with national
and global platforms of excellence.

The launch, held simultane-
ously across the districts, is part
of the nationwide campaign initi-
ated by the Union Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneur-
ship (MSDE)to discover and reward
the most skilled young profession-
als across India through India’s
largest skill competition.

On the occasion, the Mission
Director, JKSDM, remarked that
“India Skills 2025 is more than
justacompetition, itisamovement
that recognizes skill as a tool for
empowerment. Launchingitacross
all the 20 districts ensures inclu-
sivity and access for every aspir-
ing youth in J&K. Our goal is to
continue building on past suc-
cesses and prepare our youth to
meet world-class standards.”

Thedistrict-level rollouts were
conducted in collaboration with
the District Skill Committees, ITIs,

Polytechnics, educational institu-
tions and industry partners. The
activitiesincluded awareness ses-
sions, orientation drives and reg-
istration support for the inter-
ested candidates. On the spot
registration kiosks were setup and
many candidates registered for
the competitions. All the informa-
tion related to India Skills was
provided to the aspirants.

Asper]&K’strackrecordinthe
India Skills 2023-24, the UT show-
cased stellar performance during
the India Skills 2023-24 competi-
tion, securing 3 Gold Medals, 4
Bronze Medals and 6 Medallions
of Excellence.

This performance reflects the
growing competence and poten-
tial of youth across the Union Ter-
ritory. With expanded outreach
and strategic mentoring, JKSDM
isaiming for even greater success
inthe upcoming national rounds.

India Skills 2025 is featuring
63 official and provisional skill
trades including sectors like Me-
chatronics, Welding, Web Tech-
nologies, Fashion Technology,
Cyber Security, Bakery, Health,
Social Care and many more.

All the eligible youth born on
or after 01 January 2004 (and for
selectskills, after 01 January 2001)

\
skills

AN TO REGISTER ‘.J

areencouraged toregister for the
competition. “There is no formal
educational requirement for par-
ticipation, the only eligibility cri-
teriais that participant should fall
in the specified age group and
should have skills to showcase in
the competitions evenifacquired
informally”, said one of the Officers
of J&K Skill Mission.

As per the format, the par-
ticipants shall have to compete at
the District Level Competitions
which willlead to State Level Com-
petitions. The State Level Winners

will form Team J&K and will rep-
resent the UT at the Regional
Level Competitions that shall be
conducted by the National Skill
Development Corporation (NSDC)
and the winner will proceed to
National Level Competitions.
The winners of National Level
Competitions will form Team In-
diaandrepresentIndiainthe World
Skills Competitions scheduled in
Shangai, Chinain 2026.In previous
edition, J&K sent 03 candidates
who won Gold at National Level
and represented India at World

Skills Competitions that were held
inLyon, France in September 2024.
All the expenses on part of com-
petitions and trainings for level
of competitions shall be borne by
the Government.

“This is the biggest platform
where the youth can showcase
their skills and get recognized
and appreciated at State, Nation-
al and International Levels. The
India Skills Competitionsare aimed
atglamorizing the skillsand evade
the blue collar stigma”, added
Leena Padha, Mission Director
JKSDM.

JKSDM will continue its out-
reach and mobilization through
institutional networks and local
industry. District Nodal Officers
have been activated and SPOCs
(Single Points of Contact) will be
assigned for each skill sector to
streamline the registration and
training coordination. All the in-
formation about India Skills 2025
and the guidelines and tutorials
of registration are available at
www.skill.jk.gov.in/cms/compe-
tition.

Allthe eligible candidates can
register themselves for the com-
petitions by or before 30th of
September 2025 which s the last
date for registrations.

Distribution camp for ‘Children with Special Needs’ organized at Shopian
MLA Shopian presides-over as chief guest

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SHOPIAN, AUG 04: In a significant
initiative towards inclusive education,
Chief Education Officer Shopian or-
ganised a distribution camp for Chil-
dren with Special Needs (CWSN)
under the aegis of Samagra Shiksha.

The camp was graced by the Mem-
berofLegislative Assembly (MLA) Shop-
ian, Shabir Ahmad Kullay, as chiefguest.

During the event, necessary aids
and appliances weredistributed among
the CWSN studentsenrolled invarious
educationalinstitutions across the dis-

®© 00 ©

trict, tailored to theirindividual needs.

The objective of the camp was to
facilitate inclusive education by ensur-
ingthat specially-abled childrenreceive
therequired supporttolearnand grow
alongside their peers.

A team of ALIMCO (Artificial Limbs
Manufacturing Limbs Manufacturing
CorporationofIndia)along-withtheteam
of Special Education Teachers under Sa-
magra Shiksha, Shopian managed the
distribution process and provided guid-
ance on the use of the equipment.

Theaidsincludedbraillekits, hearing
aids, wheelchairs, walking sticks, and

otherassistivedevices,essential forsmooth
classroom learning and mobility.

Inhisaddress, MLA Shopianlauded
the efforts of the Education department
and assured continued support for such
initiatives. He stressed theimportance
ofholding similar camps in remote and
far-flung areas of the district to ensure
nochildisleftbehind. He further prom-
ised to advocate foradditional resourc-
es to strengthen support for CWSN
students in the future.

Speakingonthe occasion, CEO Shop-
ian, Mukhtar Ahmad Shah,emphasized
theimportance ofempowering children

with special needs through education.
He highlighted various initiatives un-
dertaken in this direction, such as the
construction of ramps, CWSN-friendly
toilets, and provisioning of specialised
equipment in schools.

He encouraged parents to active-
ly support the education of their chil-
dren, stating, “They are born with
special abilitiesand canachieve great-
ness if nurtured with care and guid-
ance.” He also cited inspiring examples
like Stephen Hawking, who overcame
severe physical challenges to become
a global icon.
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Sakeena ltoo conducts extensive tour of Haveli Constituency, Poonch
Inaugurates OPD block at SDH Mandi, lays foundation stone for GDC Mandi, Dialysis Unit at SDH Mandi

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

POONCH, AUG 02: Minister
for Health and Medical Educa-
tion, Social Welfare and Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo, today con-
ducted extensive tour of Have-
li Constituency of Poonch
district and inaugurated sev-
eral publicinfrastructure proj-
ects besideslaying foundation
stone for multiple developmen-
tal projects.

During the visit, the Minister
inaugurated Outpatient Depart-
ment (OPD)block at Sub-District
Hospital (SDH) Mandi and also
laid foundation stone for Dialy-
sis Unit at the hospital.

Addressing the gathering on
the occasion, the Health Minis-
tersaid that the operationaliza-
tion of OPD at SDH Mandi is a
critical stepinbolstering health-

care facilitiesin thisremote area.
She added that this OPD block,
equipped withmodern diagnos-
ticand consultation facilities, is
expectedtoease the patientload
on the existing infrastructure
and enhance service delivery
for residents of Mandi and ad-
jacent areas.

“This new OPD block is a
testament to our commitment
towards improving the health-
care delivery in underserved
regions. Timely and accessible
medical careis notaluxury but
anecessity and our government
will ensure that no one is left
behind”, the Minister stated.

Reiterating the Government’s
commitment to grassroots lev-
el development, the Minister said
thatthe Omar Abdullahled gov-
ernmentis focusingonstrength-
ening grassroots development

and improving public health
infrastructure across J&K. She
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added that Dialysis facilities are
being established at all Sub Dis-

trict Hospitals of J&K so that
public get better healthcare

facilities near their vicinities.
Later, the Minister laid foun-
dation stone for Government
Degree College Mandi.
Addressingamammoth gath-
ering after inauguration, the
Minister highlighted that with
the efforts of Chief Minister,Omar
Abdullah, the long pending de-
mand of the public has been
fulfilled. She expressed gratitude
toChiefMinister for timely release
of funds which will lead to
timely construction of college.
The Minister further said that
the College willlead to significant
development in the field of
higher educationin thisregion.
She also praised the MLA Have-
li, Ajaz Ahmed Jan and Deputy
Commissioner Poonch, Vikas
Kundal for resolving the land
dispute issue of GDC Mandi.
During the visit, the Minister

also interacted with the locals
and took stock of their genuine
issues and grievances. She re-
ceived feedbackonseveral ongo-
ing projects and also various
social sector schemes.

While interacting with the
locals, the Minister said, “Our
aimistoensure inclusive growth
of J&K, where development
reaches the last mile,”. She as-
sured the public delegations that
their genuine issues will be ad-
dressed promptly.

MLAHaveli,AjazAhmedJan;
Deputy Commissioner Poonch,
Vikas Kundal; Director Social
Welfare Jammu; Director Health
Services Jammu; Director School
Education Jammu; Director Col-
leges; other senior officers of
districtadministrationand locals
were also present on the occa-
sions.

Abrogation of Article 370 Brought
Peace, Progress & development
to J&K: Altaf Thakur

m HT News Desk

JAMMU, AUG 3: As the Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir marks the sixth anniversary of the
abrogation of Article 370 and 35A, BJP J&K Spokes-
person Altaf Thakur today said that August 5, 2019,
will be remembered as a defining moment that
ended decades of uncertainty and paved the way for
peace, prosperity, and equal rights in the region.

Thakur said that prior to the abrogation, Jammu
and Kashmir remained trapped in a vicious cycle of
hartals, stone pelting, and terrorism. “Shops remained
shut for days, schools were forced to close, and nor-
mal life was frequently disrupted due to the fear
spread by separatists and terrorist sympathizers.
But after August 5, 2019, that chapter has closed for
good,” he stated.

Highlighting the major changes post-abrogation,
Thakur asserted that incidents of stone pelting have
come down to zero and local recruitment of youth
into terrorist ranks has almost stopped. “This shift
is proof that the youth of Jammu and Kashmir have
chosen books over bullets and laptops over stones,”
he said.

He added that the decision taken by the Modi
government was not just constitutional but trans-
formational. “Articles 370 and 35A had become tools
of discrimination. Women who married outside the
state lost their rights, Dalits and refugees were denied
reservations, and people from other parts of the
country could not settle or invest here. The abroga-
tion ended these injustices once and for all,” he said.

Thakur said the last six years have witnessed
unprecedented development across all regions of
J&K. “Whether it’s the construction of roads in far-
flung areas, expansion of health and education in-
frastructure, return of tourism, or rising investor
interest—J&K is on a new path of progress,” he said.

“Today, the fear of shutdowns and terrorist threats
has faded. Schools are functioning normally, youth
are participating in sports and skill-building, and
tourists arereturninginrecord numbers. This peace
and stability have opened the doors to a brighter
future,” he said.

Responding to political parties calling for the
observance of August 5 as ‘Black Day’, Thakur said
that such protests are rooted in vote-bank politics.
“Where were these leaders when the people suffered?
What did they do for employment, education, or
security during their rule?” he questioned.

He urged the people of Jammu and Kashmir to
stand united in support of the ongoing transforma-
tion. “The choice is clear—either go back to the days
of fear and division or move forward on the road to
development and dignity. The people have already
chosen progress,” he added.

Calling the abrogation of Article 370 a “people-
centric” move, Thakur said it has empowered pan-
chayats, ended decades of dynastic rule,and brought
governance closer to the grassroots. “This is the Naya
Jammu and Kashmir that the nation dreamed of—
peaceful, progressive, and fully integrated with the
rest of India,” he said.

Training session held for newly appointed BLOs in Doda

m HT News Desk / DIPR

DODA, AUG 4: A comprehen-
sive training session for newly
appointed Booth Level Officers
(BLOs)was held at the Conference
Hall of the DC Office Complex,
Doda.

The session was chaired by the
Deputy Commissioner Doda, Har-
vinder Singh, who also serves as
the District Election Officer and
wassupervised by ACRDoda, Ashraf
Parvez, who holds the additional
charge of Deputy District Election

Officerand also servesas Assistant
Returning Officer (ARO) for AC-52
Doda.

The training aimed to sensitize
the BLOs about their critical role
in the electoral process from ac-
curate voter list management to
responsibilities at the polling sta-
tions.

During the session, the Depu-
ty Commissioner urged BLOs to
conduct thorough door-to-door
verification to ensure correct en-
tries in the electoral rolls.

He stressed the importance of

identifying eligible voters who
have recently attained the pre-
scribed age as well as removing
names of deceased individualsand
women who have migrated due
to marriage.

ACRDodareviewed the status
of basicfacilities at polling stations
and instructed the BLOs to assess
infrastructure and reportany de-
ficiencies to ensure Assured
Minimum Facilities (AMFs).

Master Trainers delivered a
detailed PowerPoint presentation
covering the duties of BLOs during

various phases of the electoral
process. Key topics included ad-
dition, deletion, correction and
migration in the electoral rolls
using the correct forms and no-
menclature. BLOs were also in-
formed about the different types
of rolls such as the draft, final and
integrated electoral rolls, along
with the standard procedures,
legalresponsibilities, and report-
ing protocols under the supervision
of the Election Naib Tehsildarand
other officials of the District Elec-
tion Office.

Both male and female BLOs
participated actively in the ses-
sion, highlighting the inclusive
and gender-balanced approach
of the election machinery. The
session concluded with a direc-
tive from the Deputy Commis-
sioner, asking BLOs to regularly
visit their assigned polling booths
toreview arrangements and en-
sure availability of essential in-
frastructure, thereby supporting
asmooth and transparent voter
management process in the dis-
trict.

Kathua Administration dedicates Model

Anganwadi Centre at Kabir Nagar
MLA Kathua, DC Inaugurate ECCE Facility, Set New Benchmark

m HT News Desk / DIPR

KATHUA, AUG 4: In a landmark step
towards strengthening grassroots childcare
and maternal health services, the District
Administration Kathua today dedicated a
state-of-the-art Model Anganwadi Centre
at Kabir Nagar.

The maiden facility was jointly inaugu-
rated by Member Legislative Assembly
Kathua, Dr. Bharat Bhushan and Deputy
Commissioner Kathua, Dr. Rakesh Minhas.

Designed with a child-centricapproach,
the Model Anganwadi Centre features
safe and vibrantinfrastructure including
age-appropriate furniture, engaging play
equipment, modern teaching-learning
aids, a fully equipped kitchen, clean and

child-friendly toilets, a ventilated storage
area and a dedicated hand-washing unit
scaled to child height. A small kitchen
garden has also been developed to promote
awareness around nutrition and healthy
eating habits.

The facility, which amalgamates ser-
vices of three peripheral Anganwadi
Centres, has the capacity to serve over
250 beneficiaries, including children,
pregnant women and lactating mothers.
The centre aims to offer a secure and
nurturing environment focused on growth
monitoring, early learning and maternal
care.

Speaking on the occasion, the MLA ap-
plauded the district administration for its
vision in establishing Anganwadi Centres
onmodernlines. “These upgraded facilities
are at par with private setups and will cer-
tainly encourage greater community par-
ticipationin government welfare initiatives,”
he said. He also urged local families to
actively engage with and benefit from the
services being offered.

The Deputy Commissioner highlighted
the significance of early childhood care
and the role of infrastructure in ensuring
safe and effective service delivery. “By cre-
ating a healthy, safe and educational envi-
ronment, we’re investing in the future of
our children and empowering mothers at
the grassrootslevel,” he stated. He expressed
gratitude to Kandhari Group for supporting
the construction of the centre under their
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)initia-
tive.

Dr. Minhas also informed that more
such model centres are being developed
across the district to serve as replicable
models for Anganwadi transformation.

The inaugural event witnessed par-
ticipation of CDPO Kathua Haqgikat Singh,
ICDS functionaries, Anganwadi workers,
community elders and local residents.

Deputy Commissioner Ramban Conducts Surprise Visit to

m  HT News Desk / DIPR
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Child Care Institution, District Hospital

J% conducted a surprise late night visit

RAMBAN, AUG 4: Deputy
Commissioner Ramban, Moham-
mad Alyas Khan, conducted a
surprise visit to PALAASH, the
Child Care Institution for Boys
at Maitra.

During his inspection at PA-
LAASH, aMission Vatsalyainitiative
under the Department of Social
Welfare, the Deputy Commission-
erinteracted directly with the boys
residing at the institution. He gath-
ered feedback on the available fa-
cilities and services, emphasizing
the importance of handling every
child with love and affection, pro-
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viding proper care, and ensuring
overall child welfare.

The Deputy Commissionerissued
directions to the concerned officers
and officials for maintaining the
quality and hygiene of food as well

aspersonal hygiene among the boys.
He highlighted the significance of
acompassionate environment and
instructed staff to ensure the best
possible care for the children.

The Deputy Commissioner also

tothe District Hospital Ramban. Dur-
ingtheinspection the DCspoke with
patientsand reviewed the healthcare
services being provided to them. He
directed the Medical Superintendent
to ensure adequate deployment of
doctors and paramedical staff, with
specialemphasis onmaintaining full
staffing levels during night shifts to
address patient needs promptly and
efficiently.

Inspecting emergency and
other wards of the Hospital, the
Deputy Commissioner directed the
Medical Superintendent to provide
quality healthcare facilities toevery
patient.

[IM Jammu, Ministry of Panchayati Raj (Gol) organises
five-day MDP for elected representatives, PRIs

m HT News Desk / DIPR

JAMMU, AUG 04: The Indian Institute
of Management (IIM) under the leader-
ship of Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jam-
mu today inaugurated the 5-day residen-
tial Management Development Pro-
gramme (MDP) (Batch-II) aimed at en-
hancing the leadership, management
and governance skills of elected repre-
sentatives and functionaries of Pan-
chayati Raj Institutions (PRISs).

The program organized by Ministry
of Panchayati Raj, Govt. of India at [IM
Jammu Jagti Campus Vedanta MDP
Classroom, Academic Block from 4th of
August to 8th Aug 2025, is hosting 24
participants from states and UTs ranging
from Jammu and Kashmir, Leh and Lada-
kh, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Punjab.

The MDP is a pioneering initiative de-
signed to empower PRI leaders—Presi-
dents and Vice Presidents of District Pan-
chayats, Block Panchayat Samitis and
other Panchayat officials—with the
knowledge and tools necessary to drive
community leadership effectively.

The five-day intensive program cov-
ers critical topics such as leadership,
management and ethics, resource mo-
bilization and convergence, rural inno-
vation, effective project management,
and the integration of Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) in governance.

The inaugural ceremony was graced
by Sham Lal, Director Panchayati Raj;
Prof. Nitin Upadhyay, Dean Academics,
IIM Jammu; Prof. Sanjeev Pathak,
Chairperson, Executive Education and
Consultancy, [IM Jammu; Prof. Sanjay
Gupta, Program Director, [IM Jammu
and Dr. Archana Sharma, Program Di-
rector, [IM Jammu.

Sham Lal, Director, Panchayati Raj
welcomed participants and expressed
his delight in interacting with them.
Reflecting on previous successful

'

I

programs, he emphasized the evolv-
ing challenges in scheme implemen-
tation and the need for continuous
learning and adaptation.

He underscored the importance of
cultivating leadership among BDOs and
Sarpanches through cross-learning and
collaboration. Highlighting the critical
role of financial independence for Pan-
chayats, he noted that the program
would empower them to manage re-
sources effectively, respond to local
needs, and drive sustainable rural devel-
opment.

Prof. Nitin Upadhyay, Dean Academ-
ics, [IM Jammu highlighted the Institute’s
journey from 47 to over 1200 students.
He emphasized IIM Jammu'’s unique po-
sitioning, including its unique MBA in
healthcare and collaboration with three
Institutes ranging from IIT Jammu, AIIMS
Jammu of national importance.

Prof. Sanjeev Pathak, Chairper-
son, Executive Education & Consul-
tancy (EE &C), [IM Jammu, outlined
the broader vision of Executive Edu-
cation and Consultancy, IIM Jammu,
emphasizing its relevance beyond
corporates to include government of-
ficials and personnel from various
ministries. He highlighted that the
program is designed for impactful
learning through peer interaction,
enriched by the campus environment
and learning beyond classrooms, re-
inforcing I[IM Jammu’s commitment to
inclusive and responsive governance.

The welcome address was delivered
by Prof. Sanjay Gupta, Program Director,
[IM Jammu who provided an overview of
the training program, emphasizing its
relevance to decentralized governance
and rural transformation.

The vote of thanks was proposed by
Dr. Archana Sharma, Program Director,
[IM Jammu who expressed gratitude to
all dignitaries, participants and the orga-
nizing team for their support.
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Dhoni Eyes Gaikwad's
Return To Fix CSK Batting

m United News of India

NEW DELHI: MS Dhonihas said the
return of Ruturaj Gaikwad will bolster
Chennai Super Kings' (CSK) batting
in IPL2026. Gaikwad was ruled out of
IPL2025 afterplaying five games with
an elbow injury. Dhoni took over the
CSK captaincy but could notturn the
team'sfortunes around; they finished
at the bottom with just four wins from
14 matches, struggling to puttogeth-
er consistent batting efforts.

"We are slightly worried about our
batting order," Dhonisaid atan event
in Chennai. "But | think our batting
order is quite sorted out now. Rutu
(Gaikwad) will be coming back. He
gotinjured. Buthe willbe comingback.
So, we are quite sorted now."

Dhonisaidtheteamwilltry tofurther
strengthen the unit atthe mini-auction
later this year. "l won't say we (CSK)
slacked off (in IPL 2025)," he said. "But
there were certainholesthatwe need-
edtoplugin. Asmallauctioniscoming
inDecember.Someloopholesarethere,
and we will try to plug those in."

Gaikwad's last competitive outing
remains CSK's match against Punjab
Kings at Mullanpur on April 8. He had
acounty dealwith Yorkshire butwithdrew
citing personal reasons. He has been
named in the West Zone squad for the
Duleep Trophy 2025-26, beginning
later this month. Dhoni admitted CSK
were below-par over the last two sea-
sons, and said it was important for the
team to identify the areas of concem.

"Yes, thelast couple of yearshave
notbeengoodforus,"Dhonisaid."We
have not been up to the mark. But
whatisimportant is for you to see the
learnings. Yes, youhad abadseason.
But what went wrong? And that was
the question for us last year also.

Dhoni said
the team will
try to further

strengthen the
unit at the
mini-auction
later this year.
‘I won't say we
[CSK] slacked
off [in IPL 2025],"
he said. "But
there were
certain holes
that we needed
to plugin. A
small auction is
coming in

December.

Some
loopholes are
there, and we

will try to plug
those in.

"We werelike, 'okay, there are some
shoricomings'. But first we needed to
exactly figure outwhatwere the short-
comings and then look at solutions. |
feelmore oftenthannotwehave been
able to figure out what exactly went
wrong. In sports, you know you can
have a very good time and at the
same time there willbe periods when
you won'tbe performing well. In CSK,
more often than not, we are on the
higherside."So, we dotalk about the
processes. But at the same time we
dowanttheresultto cometo ourside.
Last year it wasn't there. But looking
ahead, we will try to sort out most of
the things, and we will hopefully be
atourbest.""We dotalk aboutthe pro-
cesses. But at the same time we do
wanttheresultto cometo ourside. Last
yearitwasn'tthere. Butlookingahead,
we will try fo sort out most of the things,
and we will hopefully be at our best."

Dhoni started his journey with CSK
in 2008 and has led them to five IPL
titles. He said his journey with franchise
andthe city has played animportant
partin his personal growth. "lt'savery
long relationship that we have had
and it started much before the start
of IPL...2005 wasthe time whenIimade
my Testdebut whichhappenedtobe
in Chennai. So, it started from that
point of time. And yes, CSK helpedin
a big way because all of a sudden
I'm spending 45-50 days here.

"So, | feeltherelationship overthe
yearshasgrown. lthelpedmeimprove
asaperson. It helped me improve as
a cricketer. So, CSK just happened. |
think it's good for Chennai. So, foday
it'sgoodforme also. Nowadayswhen
we go and say CSK,; it's not a brand
only in India, but when we go to Aus-
tralia, South Africa, or any of the
cricket playing nations."
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Holder: Burning Desire
Drives My Best Effort

m  Vishal Dikshit

LAUDERHILL: West Indies had nothing going for

Marta's late heroics lead Brazil to ninth

Copa America Femenina title

them coming into this second T201 on a balmy evening
in Lauderhill. They had won just two of their last 19
completed T20Is, which included the forgettable 5-0
loss to Australia at home. They had put down multiple
catchesin the first T201. Rovman Powell joined Brandon
King, Evin Lewis and Shimron Hetmyer on the injury
list, Andre Russell and Nicholas Pooran had recently
said their goodbyes, and the three-match series was on
the line.

If not for a comprehensive team effort, West Indies
were looking for something, a semblance of a spark, any
individual brilliance to turn things around amid the mount-
ing pressure in the build-up to the T20 World Cup next
year. It came, the individual brilliance, and from one of
the oldest members in the squad.

At the age of 33, a body that has been through the
rigours of 12 years of international cricket as a pace-
bowling allrounder, participation in nine T20 leagues
around the world and a shoulder rehab not too long ago
among other injuries, Jason Holder became West Indies'
highest wicket-taker in the format, took stunning figures
of 4 for 19, pouched two sharp catches, and hit the winning
runs when West Indies had lost all their batting steam
and needed three to win off one.

What was Holder going to remember the most from
this day? "Just getting over the line, to be honest," he said
on being named the Player of the Match. "As [ said before,
it's been a tough couple of weeks for us. We just needed
awin. We brought it down to the very end, unfortunate-
ly. But fortunately, we still got over the line."

The most pressure-cooker situation of those must have
been when he got the strike back against Shaheen Shah
Afridi in the last over of the chase with six to get from
three balls. Holder had Shamar Joseph at the other end,
and still, inexplicably, took a single when he couldn't put
away a low full toss. Shamar, for his part, gave the strike
back and it all came down to Holder to hit four runs off
the last ball to keep the series alive. He shuffled away to
off, Afridi bowled the full delivery well wide of him outside
offand the wide signal eased Holder's nerves a little. Next
delivery, Holder covered the stumps and this time when
Afridiaimed for the stumps, Holder swiped it away behind
square for four.

The ball had barely left the 30-yard circle and you could
hearHolder's shriek of celebration on the stump mic before
the cameraturned to him with his arms aloft,accompanied
by aroar of celebration. Holder explained what their chas-
ing strategy was when he was batting with Romario Shep-
herd and they needed 36 from 18.

"I told Romario when we were batting, we needed at
least four sixes with the scenario that was posed to us.
We got three. We fell probably one short, but we still got
over the line. That was our target. Just keeping wickets in
hand, obviously, but still trying to hit our strong areas and
find the boundary. "We are powerful players and we know
we can find the boundary. But credit to the Pakistani
bowlers as well. I thought they bowled really well."
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QUITO: Six-time world
playeroftheyearMartacame
offthe bench to score twice,
including an equalizer in
stoppage time, as Brazil came
from behind three times
before winning the penalty
shootout 5-4 against Colom-
bia on Saturday to secure
their ninth Copa America
Femeninatitle. The 39-year-
old Martaentered the match
inthe 82nd minute scoredin
the sixth minute of stoppage
time tolevel for Brazil at3-3,
before scoringagaininextra
time to have the Brazilians
in front for the first time in
the match.

Leicy Santos scored in
the 115th to bring Colombia
backlevel at4-4 asthe match
went toapenalty shootout.

Goalkeeper Lorena Da
Silva then saved two pen-

alty kicks in the shootout
to clinch Brazil's fifth title
in a row at the continental
championships, and beat
Colombia for the fourthtime
in the past five finals.
Brazil's Marta, left, and
Tarciane celebrate after win-
ning the Women's Copa
Americafinal soccer match
against Colombia in a pen-
alty shootout at Rodrigo Paz

Delgado stadium in Quito,
Ecuador, Saturday, Aug. 2,
2025.

Marta, who has played
in six World Cups and six
Olympics, has 122 goals in
206 games with Brazil.

Angelina Alonso in the
45thand Amanda Gutierres
in the 80th also scored for
the Brazil team that won
the silver medal at the Par-

the 88th and Santos scored

is Olympics losing to the
United States in the final.
Gutierresscored her sixth
goal of the tournament to
finishasthe top scoreralong-
side Paraguay's Claudia
Martinez. Linda Caicedo in
the 25th, Mayra Ramirez in

for Colombia.The Colombians
alsohad anown goal by Bra-
zil defender Tarciane in the
69thasittook the lead three
times before being pegged
backinanextraordinaryfinal.

The Brazilian women
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have won eight of the nine
editions of the Copa Amer-
ica and are considered the
bestteamin South America.
Theirbest finish at the World
Cupwasrunner-upin2007
and they have reached the
Olympic final three times.
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