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Armed Forces Committed to Eradicate

Terror Ecosystem From J&K : LG Sinha

Asks Officers to "Eliminate Every Terrorist, Their Outfits

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, AUG 01: Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha on
Friday called onthe Army officers
totakeapledge toeliminate every
terrorist and terrorist organiza-
tion which are a threat to peace.

Interacting with the officers
attending Higher Command
Course - 54 at Army War College
Mhow at Raj Bhawan here, LG
Sinha, said, “I congratulate and
thank the outstanding officers of

the three services for keepingall
citizens safe and safeguarding
the unity, integrity and sover-
eignty of the country. We must
vow to eliminate every terrorist
and terrorist organization that
threatens our safety, security and
prosperity.”

LG Sinha discussed contem-
porary geo-political and geo-
strategicissues, besides Counter-
Terrorism strategy and

whole-of-government
TURN ON PAGE 2

No Dialogue Until Pak Completely Stops

Cross-Border Terrorism : Gol
Indo-Pak Relations Strained After Pahalgam Aftack, Op Sindoor

m  HT News Desk

NEW DELHI, AUG 01: The Government of
India hasinformed the Lok Sabha that following
the April-May 2025 military clashes with Paki-
stan, relations between the two countries remain
strained.

In response to the 22 April 2025 Pahalgam
terror attack, carried out by Pakistani terrorists,
India launched “Operation Sindoor,” targeting
terror infrastructure in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir.

The information was provided in a written
reply by Minister of State for External Affairs,
Kirti Vardhan Singh, to a question raised in the

Lok Sabha. The response detailed a series of
diplomaticand military measures taken by India
following the attack that resulted in multiple
civilian casualties in Jammu and Kashmir.
According to the ministry, India undertook
decisive diplomatic initiatives following the
incident and launched a targeted military oper-
ation named Operation Sindoor. The operation
focused on dismantling terror launchpads and
related infrastructure across the Line of Control.
On 10 May 2025, the Director General of
Military Operations (DGMO) of Pakistan con-
tacted his Indian counterpartrequesting an end

to firing and cross-border military action. The
TURN ON PAGE 2

DGP holds

@ operational review

in Kulgam
m Farooq Rather

SRINAGAR, AUG 01: Director General of
Police (DGP) Nalin Prabhat, accompanied by
IGP Kashmir Zone, VK Birdi, visited Kulgam,
to assess the security situation and held an
operational review with GOCVictor Force and
other officers of J&K Police and Army.

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR,AUGO01:Inamajor
step towards economicrecovery,
the Union Territory Level Bank-
ers Committee (UTLBC)is mull-
ing a package for revival of busi-
nesses affected by Pahalgam
terror attack and Indo- Pak con-
flict during April and May this

PAHALGAM TERROR ATTACK:

year.

The ULBC- the apex level
forumofbankers [ financialinsti-
tutions operating in J&K- passed
resolutions duringits 16th meet-
ing held on June 21 for revival/
rehabilitation of the affected
businesses.

According to record note of
the UTLBC meeting, the commit-

To Help Revival of Businesses,Banks Mulling Special Packages

tee passed a resolution that J&K
government shall declare the
incidents of Pahalgam terror
attack and Indo-Pak conflict as
disturbancesacross UT of Jammu
& Kashmir and issue a notifica-
tion in this regard.
Italsopassedaresolution that
rehabilitation plan for revival of
businesses affected due to the

terror incident and conflict
thereon, to be invoked under
chapter VII(RIOTSAND DISTUR-
BANCES)of RBI Master Direction
FIDD.CO.FSD.BC
N0.9/05.10.001/2018-19 dated
October 17, 2018.

The UTLBC further resolved
toformacommittee, comprising
members from three major

banks, for finalizing the param-
etersofthe proposed rehabilita-
tion/ revival plan.
Asperminutes of the meeting,
the committee was informed
about the financial stress caused
to borrowers in tourism sector
andinborder areas due to Pahal-

gam attack.
TURN ON PAGE 2

At the onset of the meeting, SSP Kulgam
made a detailed presentation, on operational

preparedness and ongoing operations, a
TURN ON PAGE 2

Amarnath Yatra
Suspended Till Aug 3 Due
To ‘Urgent Repair Works’

m United News of India

2nd Chinar book fest to start at SKICC Today

3.8 lakh cases Organisers highlight focus on multiingual, culture and youth engagement

o pending in J&K,
Ladakh courts: Govt

m HT News Desk / KNO

B HT News Network / KNO p He said that the book festival will

unite all writers, readers and thinkers.

Director Information, Nitish Rajora
duringthe Press Conference withregard
fest said the Chinar Book Festival at
SKICCwill be held from August-2 to 10
and is open to all with free entry.

“I invite students and book lovers
fromacross Jammuand Kashmirtojoin
us, read and participate in sessions
dedicated to our rich culture and his-
tory,” he said.

He added that the festival will fea-
ture a variety of sessions, including

book discussions and literary talks.
TURN ON PAGE 2

SRINAGAR, AUG 01: The second
edition of the Chinar Book Festival is
all set tocommence from tomorrow at
SKICC Srinagar. The event will bring
together publishers, writers, students
and cultural performers from across
the country.

“This festival is much more than a
literary gathering. It reflects the spirit
of learning and cultural pride in Kash-
mir,” said Dr. Amit Wanchoo, Chief

SRINAGAR/JAMMU, AUG 1: The annual Amarnath
Yatra was Friday suspended till August 3 in the
interest of safety of pilgrims as “urgent repair and
maintenance works” are being undertaken on the
twinroutes of the pilgrimage following heavy rains,
officials said.

On Friday morning, while the pilgrimage
remained suspended from the Pahalgam route and
no fresh batch of pilgrims was allowed to proceed
to the cave shrine, the yatra was allowed from the
Baltal route, they said.

However, owing to heavy rains, the yatra was
TURN ON PAGE 2

SRINAGAR, AUG 01: Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh together have over 3.8 lakh
pending cases across various courts, accord-
ing to the latest government data presented
in the Parliament.

Asper the Ministry of Law and Justice writ-
ten reply to Lok Sabha on August 1, 2025, Convener of the festival as per the

TURN ON PAGE 2 details collected by the news agency—
L Kashmir News Observer (KNO).
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Govt Funds Carding Machine To
Revive Namdha Craft

Refurbished Machine to Cut Labour, Boost Local Output

No Footbridge Puts Patients at

Risk Near Bemina Hospital
m HT News Desk / KINS

SRINAGAR, AUG 01: The absence of an overhead footbridge
outside Bemina Children Hospital is causing serious trouble
for patients, attendants, and medical staff, who are forced
to cross a busy and dangerous highway to reach the facility.

Located along the bustling Srinagar Bypass, the hospital
sees hundreds of patients daily, including infants, children,
and elderly patients. However, the lack of a pedestrian over-
head bridge or even a zebra crossing has made access not
only difficult but life-threatening.

“Carrying my sick 5-year-old son in my arms and trying
to cross the highway felt like a nightmare,” said a worried
father. “The traffic never stops, and there’s no safe way to
get across.”

Other attendants echoed the same concern, saying they’re
often burdened with medical files, medicines, and essentials
while navigating high-speed traffic. “It’s physically draining

and mentally stressful,” said one woman who regularly YOU SUPPORTED US ALL THROUGH
TURN ON PAGE 2

A X\ NOW A LITTLE MORE EFFORT & WE WILL OPEN
) THE DOORS OF THIS HOSPITAL TO OUR
CHILDREN SUFFERING FROM HEART DISEASE:

AN APPEAL TO MAKE A o &
COLLECTIVE EFFORT ‘
VMS SPECIALTY ) 4
HOSPITAL (VMSSH)

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG 1:Inasignificant step toward
revival and promotion of the traditional craft of
KashmiriNamdha, the Government has approved
funds for refurbishing and installation of a high-
capacity Carding Machine at its UNDP wing.

This initiative falls under the larger objective
of strengthening the infrastructure and sustain-
ability of traditional handicrafts and handloom
sectors in the Valley.

Namdha, a Centuries-old craftinvolving felt-
ing and embroidery of woollen fabric, has been
witnessing a steady decline due to various con-
straints, notably the lack of wool processing
facilities, high input costs, and time-consuming | &

TURN ON PAGE 2

FROM THIS:

TO THIS:

Our vision is clear:
Healthy Children Shape a Healthier Society
The hospital is taking form—paint, tiles, and firefighting

CS Reviews Grievance Redressal, PSGA Implementation

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG 01: Chief
Secretary Atal Dulloo, today
chaired a meeting to assess the
functioning and efficacy of the
Department of Public Griev-
ances (DoPG) in addressing the
citizens’ issues through the 'JK
Samadhan' and CPGRAMS por-
tals.

The meeting was attended by
all the Administrative Secretar-
ies and senior functionaries of
the Department while Deputy
Commissioners from across the

UnionTerritory participated vir-
tually.

During the meeting, the Chief
Secretary closely examined the
upgrades underway on the JK
Samadhan portal aimed at mak-
ing it more user-friendly and
efficientin grievance resolution.
A detailed district-wise and
department-wise performance
audit was undertaken to assess
the grievance disposal timelines
and effectiveness.

Emphasizing the importance
of outreach, the Chief Secretary
called for enhancing public par-

ticipation in the system, noting
thatwitharound 21 lakh house-
holdsin]J&K, there existsascope
totake citizenregistrations close
to 20 lakh.

Hedirected the DoPG to make
the portal's dashboard more
insightful and analytical, capable
of reflecting real-time grievance
flow, response time at each
administrative level and citizen
feedback on grievance closure.

Administrative Secretaries
and Deputy Commissioners were

invited to offer suggestions
TURN ON PAGE 2

CS Reviews Readiness
for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’
Campaign

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG 01: In a high-level meeting
chaired by the Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo to
review the preparedness for the nationwide ‘Har

Ghar Tiranga Campaign 2025’, scheduled
TURN ON PAGE 2

But vital work remains: air conditioning, medical gas
pipelines, electrical systems, and partitioning.

One Last Push To Keep Young
Hearts Beating: Every Penny
Supports A Heart Beat

systems are in place—
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CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

Armed Forces.....

approach to dismantle terror ecosystem.

He also shared a range of key reforms and
initiatives taken by the J&K UT administra-
tion and security apparatus in the past few
years to ensure inclusive development, peace
and prosperity.

Lt Gen Harjeet Singh Sahi, Commandant,
Army War College, faculty members and
senior officers of the Security Forces were
present on the occasion.

No Dialogue.....

request was accepted the same day,
resulting in a temporary cessation of direct
military engagement along the border.

Despite the pause in active hostilities,
India has maintained its policy position that
terrorism and diplomacy cannot function
simultaneously. The government reiterated
that any future engagement with Pakistan
depends on measurable and verifiable steps
to curb terrorism.

Responding to a query on whether there
has been a fundamental change in the
relationship between the two countries
post-conflict, the government stated that its
long-term strategy is rooted in a firm
approach against the sources of terrorism.
“India has rejected any form of coercion or
blackmail and has emphasized safeguarding
national security.”

“As of now, Operation Sindoor continues.
There has been no official confirmation of
the possibility of resuming diplomatic
dialogue with Pakistan in the near future.
The government’s position remains that
meaningful diplomatic engagement can only
take place in an environment free from the
threat of cross-border terrorism,” the reply
reads.

The reply also clarified that all necessary
steps would continue to be taken to protect
Indian citizens and territory from external
threats, with no compromise on the coun-
try’s security interests.

To Help Revival.....

“The House was apprised about the
impact of the Pahalgam terror attack that
took place on April 22,2025 and Indo-Pak
conflict thereon, on the economic pursuits
and businesses across J&K UT that resulted in
financial stress to all the sectors, especially
the borrowers related to tourism sector and
living in border area,” reads record note of
the meeting.

The UTLBC was also informed that
delegations of various trade associations/
bodies approached government authorities
and J&K Bank management seeking rehabili-
tation and revival package for affected
businesses.

DGP holds.....

police spokesman said.

During the review, the DGP directed the
officers to analyze and reassess the existing
strategies and recalibrate the op offensive to
neutralise Pakistani terrorists.

The DGP, thereafter, toured the general
area of DH Pora, Devsar and Kund.

3.8 lakh cases.....

there are 3,35,513 cases pending in the
district and subordinate courts of Jammu and
Kashmir, while 1,417 cases are pending in the
courts of Ladakh.

In Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh High
Court, a total of 45,296 cases remain pending
as of July 28, 2025.

In its response, the Government said it is
cognizant of the issue of case pendency at
various levels of the judiciary. While the
disposal of cases lies within the purview of
the judiciary, the Government said it remains
committed to strengthening the justice
delivery system by providing necessary
resources, infrastructural support and policy
interventions.

To address delays and facilitate faster
disposal of cases, the Government cited
several initiatives under Article 21 of the
Constitution. These include the establish-
ment of the National Mission for Justice
Delivery and Legal Reforms in August 2011,
which focuses on reducing delays and
enhancing accountability in judicial adminis-
tration.

The Mission promotes structural changes,
computerization, increased judge strength
and re-engineering of court procedures.

Additionally, under the Centrally Spon-
sored Scheme for Development of Judicial
Infrastructure, funds are being provided to
States and UTs for the construction of court
halls, residential quarters for judges, lawyers'
halls, toilet complexes and digital rooms.

As of June 30, 2025, a total of Rs 12,101.89
crore has been released under this scheme
since its inception in 1993-94. The number of
court halls has increased from 15,818 in 2014
to 22,372.(KNO)

2nd Chinarr.....

“This year, we are highlighting the diverse
languages of Jammu and Kashmir, such as
Dogri, Kashmiri, Urdu, and others with a
strong focus on books written in and about
these languages,” Rajora said.

“Cultural activities, along with participa-
tion from renowned writers, poets and
scholars, will also be an integral part of the
event,” he said.

®© 00 ©

He further mentioned that dedicated
sessions for children will be organised to
enhance their reading and writing skills in a
fun and engaging way.

Notably, the nine-day festival is being
organised by the National Book Trust (NBT),
India is in collaboration with the National
Council for Promotion of Urdu Language
(NCPUL) and the District Administration
Srinagar.

As per details, over 130 publishers and
booksellers from across India are participat-
ing in the fair. “From ancient scripts to
modern publishing, we are creating spaces
where heritage and innovation can go hand
in hand,” said Prof. Milind Sudhakar Marathe,
Chairman of NBT.

Yuvraj Malik, Director of the National
Book Trust, said the festival aims to reach
more readers, especially the youth. “After the
success of the first edition, we have expand-
ed the scope. With more participation and
new ideas, we hope to deepen the reading
culture in J&K.”

Alongside book stalls, the festival features
a national seminar on multilingual and
Kashmiri literary traditions, including folk
forms like songs, proverbs and Rajanama.

“Chinar Book Festival is a historic initia-
tive that will give a new dimension to the
promotion of book culture in J&K,” said Dr.
Shams Igbal, Director, NCPUL. “It fosters
harmony among India’s many languages.”

Moreover, evenings at the festival are
filled with cultural events including Kash-
miri Chakri, Bhand Pather, Mushaira and
theatre performances.

Students from institutions such as SKIMS
Medical College, NIT Srinagar, Government
Dental College and NIFT are also participat-
ing. Also, prominent speakers are expected
during the festival include Prof. Shakeel
Romshoo, Prof. Neelofer Khan, Dr. Suresh
Dutt, Mr. Waheed Jeelani and several others
from the literary and academic community—
(KNO)

Amarnath Yaira.....

later suspended from the Baltal route as
well, they said.

The movement of the pilgrims remained
suspended from the Bagwati Nagar base
camp in Jammu for the second consecutive
day.

“Due to the recent heavy rains, repair and
maintenance works are required to be
undertaken on the Baltal Axis of Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra route. In the interest of
safety of the yatris, no Yatra will be allowed
on 3rd August from the Baltal route also,”
Kashmir Divisional Commissioner Vijay
Kumar Bidhuri said.

He said further updates will be issued in
the due course of time.

Bhiduri said there have been recent heavy
rains in yatra area on both Pahalgam and
Baltal axis, and so, maintenance works of
urgent nature are required to be carried out
on the Baltal Axis following this heavy
rainfall.

Torrential rains in Kashmir had rendered
the roads unsafe, following which the
pilgrimage was suspended on both the Baltal
and Pahalgam routes on Wednesday.

The requisite repair and maintenance
works are already being carried out on Pahal-
gam route of the Yatra, the divisional
commissioner added.

On July 17, the yatra was suspended due to
heavy rains at the twin base camps in
Kashmir.

So far this year, more than 4.05 lakh yatris
have paid obeisance at the Holy Cave shrine,
he said.

Atotal of 1,44,124 pilgrims have departed
from the Jammu base camp for the Valley
since July 2, when Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha flagged off the first batch.

Last year, over 5.10 lakh pilgrims paid
obeisance at the cave shrine, which houses a
naturally formed ice lingam. (AGENCIES)

Govt Funds.....

manual methods. The refurbishment of
the Carding Machine under the Capital
Expenditure (CAPEX) budgeting is expected
to address these bottlenecks directly.

In a press statement issued here today,
Mirza Shahid Ali, Deputy Director, UNDP,
stated that the availability of modernized
carding facilities shall reduce manual labour
and processing time significantly, making
the craft economically viable for artisans and
increase production capacity, enabling them
to meet the growing domestic and interna-
tional demand. This step is also expected to
attract younger artisans to the trade by
improving working conditions and produc-
tivity.

“This move aligns with the Government’s
broader vision to revive languishing crafts,
with Namdha recognized as a flagship craft.
We will ensure timely refurbishment,
installation and operationalization of the
machine while providing necessary training
to the artisans to maximize utility,” he
added.

This development is expected to breathe
new life into the Namdha sector, preserve its
rich legacy and improve the livelihoods of
hundreds of artisans dependent on this
culturally significant art form, which has a
huge demand, both locally as well in outside
markets.

No Footbridge.....

visits the hospital.

The issue isn’t just about inconvenience—
it's about safety. In March this year, two
people died after being hit by an ambulance
near the hospital. Local residents say the area
is a death trap waiting for another tragedy.

“How many more lives must be lost before
the government acts?” asked a local resident.

Doctors at the hospital also agree that the
current situation is dangerous. “Timely
access to healthcare is critical, especially for
children. The absence of an overhead
footbridge is affecting that access,” said one
doctor on condition of anonymity.

The hospital, which was shifted from
Sonwar to Bemina, was expected to offer
better services. But attendants say it has
added a new set of problems.

“There is no zebra crossing, no pedestrian
signal, nothing,” said a regular visitor. “People
are forced to run across the road, guessing
when it’s safe.”

Ambulances too face challenges. Due to
the highway divider, they have to drive
nearly one kilometers ahead just to take a
U-turn and return to the hospital—wasting
precious minutes in emergencies.

Residents and visitors are urging the
government to install a foot-over bridge, like
the ones outside JVC hospital or Government
College for Women on MA Road.

“This is a hospital, not a shopping mall.
We need urgent intervention here,” said an
attendant. “A footbridge is not a luxury—it’s a
necessity.”

Officials told KINS that the issue has been
brought to the notice of higher authorities,
but so far, there’s no timeline for when action
will be taken.

Until then, each trip to the hospital
remains a risky journey for those already
burdened with health worries.

CS Reviews.....

for making the system more impactful
and easier to navigate.

The Chief Secretary directed the DoPG to
incorporate all such inputs into the next
version of the portal before the subsequent
review.

Secretary, DoPG, Niraj Kumar, informed
the meeting that 13,73,252 citizens had
registered on JK Samadhan, submitting
77,810 grievances, of which 62,370 had been
resolved.

On the CPGRAMS platform, he informed
that out of the 9,022 grievances registered on
this portal 5,628 stands resolved and 3,394
currently under process.

Later, chairing a separate meeting to
review implementation of the J&K Public
Services Guarantee Act (PSGA), the Chief
Secretary called for creation of a dedicated
portal to monitor time-series data of service
requests submitted under the Act. He
underlined that the portal should offer
detailed insights into application processing
times by the officers, enabling the adminis-
tration to identify habitual delays and ensure
greater accountability.

The Chief Secretary directed the General
Administration Department (GAD) to
establish a dedicated cell for the planning,
development, and monitoring of this portal.
He also emphasized that the new PSGA
portal should be seamlessly integrated with
the existing Single Window System (SWS)
within a strict timeline of two months.

Commissioner Secretary, GAD, M. Raju,
apprised the meeting of the current status of
PSGA-covered services and proposed
measures to strengthen its implementation.
He stressed the need for making service
delivery outcome-driven and citizen-centric,
in line with the objectives of the Act.

CS Reviews Readiness.....

from 2nd to 15th August as part of the
ongoing Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebra-
tions.

The meeting was attended by Principal
Secretary, Culture; Commissioner Secretary,
GAD; Administrative Secretaries; Senior
Police functionaries and several Heads of
Departments.

The Chief Secretary emphasized the need
to make this campaign a mass movement,
urging departments to ensure widespread
participation across urban and rural regions.
He called for involving school children,
youth, and citizens from all walks of life to
strengthen the message of national pride,
unity, and patriotic consciousness.

Following the remarkable success of the
campaign over the last three years, this year’s
edition aims to deepen its impact through
community-led, culturally enriched activi-
ties that will be held across panchayats,
urban wards, educational institutions, and
key public spaces throughout J&K.

During this meeting the Principal
Secretary, Culture, Brij Mohan Sharma
revealed that the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga 2025’
campaign will be carried out in three distinct
phases between 2nd and 15th August,
ensuring broad-based public participation
across the UT.

The initial phase scheduled from 2nd-8th
of August aims at creating awareness
through creative initiatives. It was revealed
that as part of this phase educational
institutions and public spaces will be
adorned with Tiranga-themed wall paint-

ings, murals, and rangoli art. Exhibitions
curated by the Ministry of Culture will
be displayed in schools and government
offices.

The second phase to be held between
9th-12th August will centre on mass
mobilisation and celebration. Grand
cultural festivals (Tiranga Mahotsavs)
and melas will be organised, highlight-
ing local arts, crafts, and products,
especially those by Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) in Tricolour themes.

This phase will also witness bike and
cycle rallies, youth parades, and
community Tiranga Yatras aimed at
enhancing public involvement. Markets
and public areas will be decorated, and
the distribution of National Flags will be
facilitated primarily through SHGs.

The final phase to be celebrated
between 13th-15th August will witness
flag hoisting ceremonies, and illumina-

tions of key government buildings,
institutions, and public landmarks.
Major flag hoisting events are scheduled
in Srinagar and Jammu. Citizens will
also be encouraged to participate in the
popular ‘Selfie with Tiranga’ campaign,
uploading their photos with the
National Flag on the designated online
portal.

About the salient features of this
campaign, it was revealed that over 15
lakh National Flags are set to be
distributed across the UT besides a
dedicated digital portal will facilitate
real-time monitoring and event
reporting.

This year, the campaign highlights
creative grassroots participation
through art, music, traditional crafts,
and cultural expression reinforcing the
spirit of “Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat.”
In its true spirit.

Night patrolling to curb
illegal Mining in Shopian

Strict crackdown undertaken, 04 vehicles
seized for illegal mining activities

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SHOPIAN, AUG 01: Acting on specific
inputs regarding illegal mining on the
intervening night of July, 31 and August,
01, night patrolling was conducted at
multiple locations across Shopian district
in order to deter the illegal miners from
looting publicresources of minor minerals.

The drive was led by Deputy Commis-
sioner, Shishir Gupta, who personally
visited several vulnerable spots during the
night.

Patrolling was carried outby Executive
Magistrates along with Police, and nakas
were established in all tehsils by the con-
cerned Tehsildars and Naib Tehsildars at
locations where illegal mining had been
reported.

Today, continuing the endeavour of
stoppingillegal mining and also enforcing
compliance to traffic rules, enforcement
drives were undertaken by MVD and Traf-
fic police.

During the nakas, 04 vehicles were
seized for extraction and transportation
of minor minerals illegally among others.
02 School buses were also seized for viola-
tions of non availability of vehicle docu-
ments.

Besides, daily enforcement teams of
the mining department are in place to
enforce the seizure of vehicles involved in
illegal mining activities including JCBs,
tippers,and tractors. Theillegal miners are
being penalized as per the rules in vogue
and are being counselled to desist from
extracting minor minerals.

DC Kupwara review progress
under PMAY-Urban 2.0 in Kupwara

| 4

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

KUPWARA, AUGUST
01: Deputy Commissioner
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(DC) Kupwara, Ms. Ayushi
Sudan, today chaired the
District Level Committee
meeting toreview progress
on Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana-Urban 2.0 (PMAY-U
2.0) in the Mini Meeting
Hall of DC office kupwara.
The meeting focused on
scrutinizing applications
received through the Uni-
fied WebPortal and assess-
ingimplementation status.

The meetingwasattend-
edby ADDCFareed-ud-Din,
ACR Peerzada Mumtaz
Ahmad, Tehsildars Kupwara,
Hundwara, Langate, CEOs
M.C Kupwara, Hundwara ,

Langate along with other
concerned officers.

During the review, DC
Kupwara examined the
status of 538 applications
received underthe scheme,
out of which 68 cases have
been approved so far. She
directed concerned officers
toreachouttoevery pend-
ing beneficiary within the
next two days, compiling
detailed Excel reports doc-
umenting case-specific
hurdles including reasons

for non-responsive appli-
cantswithinaweek's time.
Further, she instructed
officers to conduct rigorous
field verification of pending
caseswhileensuring genu-
ine beneficiaries aren't
excluded due to procedur-
aldelays. She stressed inter-
departmental coordination
for swift case disposal,
warningagainstany lapses
in accountability during
scrutiny of the remaining
applications.

D&FCO CRACKS-DOWN ON STREET FOOD
VENDORS; RS. 56K FINE IMPOSED

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUG 01: Food Safety Wing of
the Drugs and Food Control Organization
(D&FCO) imposed a fine of Rs. 56,000 on the
street food vendors violating hygienic and
sanitary norms under the Food Safety and
StandardsAct(FSSA)duringanintensivedrive.
Aspartofthisenforcementcampaign,various
locations across district Srinagar, including
Panthachowk, Karan Nagar, Batamaloo, and
Hazratbal,wereinspected.Duringtheinspec-
tions, 44 street food vendors were found
non-compliantwiththeprescribed standards
and atotal fine of Rs. 56,000 was imposed on

them. The inspection teams examined the
raw materials, ingredients, and finished food
productsofferedbythesevendors.Fooditems
deemed unfit for human consumption were
destroyed onthespot.Vendors weredirected
tostrictlyfollow GoodHygienicPractices(GHP)
and were instructed not to use newspapers
ornon-foodgrade utensilsforthe preparation
or sale offood. The department hasreiterated
thatstrictactionwillbetakenagainstdefault-
ers in accordance with the provisions of the
Food Safety and Standards Act. Consumers
are encouraged to report any food safety
concernsorcomplaintsbycallingthetoll-free
helpline 104.
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R. FAROOQ ABDULLAH INTERACTS WITH
SHOPKEEPERS, TRADERS AT DALGATE

Urges promotion of authentic Kashmiri Handicrafts to tourists, global markets

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG 01: The
Jammu and Kashmir Nation-
al Conference President Dr.
Farooq Abdullah Friday vis-
ited the Dalgate area in Sri-
nagar where he interacted
with local traders and arti-
sans. During the interaction,
Dr. Farooq emphasized the
importance of promoting
and preserving the authen-
ticity of Kashmiri handi-

crafts, urging traders to
showcase genuine, locally-
made products to tourists.
Highlighting the rich cul-
tural heritage of Kashmir’s
traditional arts and crafts,
Dr. Farooq called on traders
torefrain from selling imita-
tions and instead focus on
products thatreflect the true
craftsmanship of the Valley.
“Kashmiri handicrafts are
not just commodities; they
are a representation of our
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identity and heritage,” he
said adding, “We must ensure
that tourists take home
authentic pieces that tell the
story of our land.”

He further appealed to the
government to take concrete
measures to support thelocal
handicrafts sector. “There is
an urgent need for initiatives
that ensure real Kashmiri
handicraftsreachboth domes-
ticandinternational markets,”
he noted. “From certification

systems to better marketing
channels, the government
must step in to protect arti-
sansand promote the genuine
craft of Kashmir.”

The interaction was wel-
comed by the local trading
community, who appreci-
ated Omar Abdullah led
govt’s continued support for
Kashmir’s traditional indus-
tries and push for measures
to protect the interests of
local artisans.

Residents of Beerwah
Decry Water Shortage, Say
JJM Commitments
Unfulfilled

m  Ubaid Mehdi

BUDGAM, AUG 1 : Aserious drinking water crisis has
gripped the Beerwah subdivision of Budgam district,
withresidents from several villages accusing authorities
of failing to deliver on the promises made under the Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM).

Locals from Charkhan, Waterpora, Arwah, Mirepora,
Machhama, Dargar, Narwarh, and Adina told news that
they are forced to consume contaminated water, posing
serious healthrisks. “The government had promised tap
water in every household, but we have neither taps nor
water,” said a resident of Waterpora.

Expressing concern over the deteriorating situation,
the residents appealed to the administration for urgent
intervention to ensure access to safe drinking water and
prevent the crisis from escalating into a public health
emergency.

Assistant Executive Engineer (AEE) of Beerwah
acknowledged the issue while speaking to Media “There
is indeed a shortage of drinking water in some areas.
However, due to the ongoing strike by contractors over
the past several months, project work has been delayed,
forcing people to face difficulties. We are making efforts,
and in the coming days, clean drinking water will be
provided to all affected areas,” he said.

Rehbar-e-Taleem
Teachers Forum Kupwara
Holds Condolence Meet

at Rajwar
m HT News Desk

KUPWARA, AUG 01: A condolence meeting
(Tazyati-e-ljlas)was held today at Bakihaker, Rajwar,
in loving memory of Late Mr. Irshad Ahmad Lone,
a devoted teacher who tragically lost his life in a
road accident while proceeding to his school duties.

Theijlas was organized by the Zonal Unit Rajwar
of Rehbar-e-Taleem Teachers Forum, under the
leadership of Mr. Tamjeed ul Islam, Zonal President
Rajwar. The solemn occasion witnessed the presence
of hundreds of teachers, members of civil society,
and prominent leaders including Vice Chairman
ZED, Jenab Dee Baig Sahib, and UT Secretary, Mr. G.
M. Dar Sahib.

Also in attendance were Zonal Presidents and
Executive Members from Zones Handwara, Kupwara,
Dragmulla, Villagam, Mawer,and Langate, alongside
the District Executive Members of the Forum, who
paid glowing tributes to the departed teacher.

Late Mr. Irshad Ahmad Lone was remembered
as acommitted educator, respected Forum Leader,
and a humble personality who tirelessly worked for
the betterment of students and the teaching com-
munity. His contribution to the Rehbar-e-Taleem
movement and his noble character left a lasting
impressionon all. Speaking on the occasion, District
President Sheikh Pervaz Sheikh said:

“We have lost not just a colleague, but a brother,
a guiding light in our educational movement. His
sincerity, leadership, and compassion have left an
irreplaceable void.”

Prayers were held for the maghfirah of the depart-
ed soul. The Forum collectively prayed that Allah
(SWT) grants him the highest place in Jannat-ul-
Firdous and blesses his family with Sabr-e-Jameel
during this difficult time.

Theijlas concluded with a pledge to carry forward
the mission of selfless service in education that Late
Irshad Ahmad Lone embodied.
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J&K FAA collaboration with KB F T paid tribute to
Bashir Ahmad Bha alis Basir Itur

m  Gulfam Barji

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 1: A con-
dolence meeting was held at the
Tagore Hall in Srinagar in mem-
oryofrenowned comedianofthe
valley late Bashir Ahmad Bhat
alias Bashir Kotur, in which a
tribute was paid to the late Bashir
Koturinbrilliant words. Speakers
termed the late Bashir Ahmad
Bhat alias Bashir Kotur as a star
oftraditional artand culture. The
condolences meeting was orga-
nized by the J&RKFolk Artists Asso-
ciation in collaboration with the
KaramBuland Folk Theatre. Speak-
ers at the event said Bashir Kotur
With his comedy acting people
have been laughing for the past

P

i

several decades but today they
havelefttheirfans,familyand us.In
the meeting chairman of the J&K
Folk Artist Association Gulzar
Ahmad Bhat said that Bashir
Kotur'sdeathhasbeenimpossible
to fill in the art and culture. Ali
MohamadBhat,NazirAhmadBhat,
Shabbir Hakak, AltafHussain, Jozia
Mir, Dancer Abdul Rashid Sheikh,
Bashir Ahmad Bhagat, Mohammad
Siddique Bhagat,president of Nishat
Foundation and Cultural Group
Abdul Rashid Rather, Hassan
Javed,ReshiRashid, Gulfam Barji,
Gulzar Ahmad Ganai, Nisar Nas-
eem, Dr Ayash Arif and Mush-
taque Ali Ahmad Khan also paid
tribute toBashir Ahmad Bhat alias
Bashir Kotur.

Srinagar Court convicts 4 in long-pending cases
of negligent homicide, fraud, forgery

City Judge Bari delivers four convictions in single day, closing cases spanning decades

m SYED TAJAMUL BUKHARI

SRINAGAR, AUG 1:Inasignificant
day of judicial proceedings, City Judge
Abdul Bari on Thursday delivered
convictions in four long-pending
criminal cases involving charges of
negligent homicide, forgery, cheating,
and cheque dishonour.

In the first case, Jaseem Hussain
Kawoosa, aresident of Nowhatta, was
convicted under Sections 304A, 279,
and 427 of the Ranbir Penal Code
(RPC) along with provisions of the
Motor Vehicles Act for causing the
death of Aatif Mudabbir Darinaroad
accident in December 2010.

The court observed that Kawoosa
wasdrivinganuninsured carina“reck-
less and dangerous manner” near Par-
rayporaand fledthe scene after crash-
ingintothevictim’svehicle. The charge
sheet was filed in 2011, and the judg-
mentwasdelivered after the deposition
of 19 prosecution witnesses.

In another case dating back to
2002, the court convicted seven indi-
viduals—including then Board of
School Education superintendent
Mushtaq Ahmad Zargar and Bilal
Ahmad Bhat-for forging and using
fake matriculation certificates to
secure admissions in Boys Higher
Secondary School, Baramulla. The
accused were found guilty under
Sections 420, 468, 471, and 120B of
the RPC. The court concluded that
the fake documents were prepared
and circulated as part of a criminal
conspiracy, with assistance from edu-
cation board insiders.

In a third case, the court convict-
ed two brothers from Dalgate-
Mukhtar Ahmad Guroo and Nazir
Ahmad Guro for cheatinga UK nation-
alofoverRs 34lakh underthe pretext
of purchasing property in Srinagar.

According to the prosecution,
Mukhtar, under the guise of a per-
sonal relationship, induced the com-

plainant to transfer funds which were
later used to buy property in his own
name. Nazir facilitated the crime by
allowing the funds to be parked in his
bankaccount.The courtfound Mukhtar
guiltyunderSection420RPCand Nazir
under Sections 420 and 109.

In the fourth conviction, Bilal
Ahmad Sheikh of Kadlabal, Pampore,
was sentenced to six months' simple
imprisonmentand fined Rs 11.48 lakh
under Section 138 of the Negotiable
Instruments Act.

The case pertained to two cheques
amounting to Rs 10.25 lakh issued to
Umar Bashir Thoker of Lasjan, which
were dishonoured due to insufficient
funds. The cheques were part of a
settlement for a dumper vehicle that
was later found tobe underabanklien.

The court rejected the accused's
defense and ordered payment with-
inamonth of the appeal period, fail-
ing which Sheikh will face an addi-
tional three months in jail.

Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan: Musical prog. & short
play on drug abuse held at Benihama Ganderbal

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

- ing response from the
Sy local community,

GANDERBAL, AUG 01: », particularly the youth,
As part of the ongoing F oy who were visibly moved
Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan, by the performances and
Cultural Unit Srinagar of pledged to stay away
the Department of from drugs.
Information & Public Officers from various
Relations (DIPR), in departments of the district
collaboration with the administration Ganderbal
district administration attended the event and
Ganderbal through the lauded the initiative for
District Information Office using creative mediums
Ganderbal, organized a like music and theatre to
musical awareness spread awareness.
programme and a short They emphasized the
play on drug abuse at provoking short play importance ofadrug-free  significance of sustained
Panchayat Ghar Benihama.  vividly portrayed the society. efforts at the grassroots

The musical perfor- harmful effects of The programme level to effectively combat
mance and a thought- substance abuse and the received an overwhelm- the drug menace.

DLIC Approves 264
Youth-Led Enterprises Under
Mission YUVA in Kulgam

m Farooq Rather

KULGAM, AUGUST 1:Inamove to promote youth
entrepreneurship, the District Level Implementation
Committee (DLIC) meeting hled today under the
chairmanship of the Deputy Commissioner Athar
Aamir Khan (IAS), and approved 264 youth-led
business ventures under the J&K Government’s
Mission YUVA initiative.

Outofthe total approvals, 250 fall under the Nano

Enterprises category, 13 under the New MSME
Scheme, and one under the Existing Enterprises
Scheme.

All cases were thoroughly vetted by the Small
Business Development Unit (SBDU) for transpar-
ency and feasibility.

The meeting was attended by officials from DIC,
DE&CC, Employment, JKEDI, NABARD, and other
departments.
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Take full throttled action
against people selling fake
Kashmiri handicrafts

of Handicrafts has taken action against some
people found selling fake handicraft items in
the name of real Kashmiri handicraft items. The
action is more than welcome since it is acimed
at preserving the real Kashmiri products. All
sections of society, especially those involved

action and stressed upon the need to take the
campaign to its logical conclusion.

Forthe campaign to be successfulitisimper-
ative that action is not half-hearted but a full
throttled one. In the Lal Chowk area there are
people who are deceiving the tourists by claim-
ingthatsome ofthe outletsin the city centre are
selling genuine Kashmiri handicraft items and
that too at nominal rates. These touts are seen
roaming in the city centre and trying their level
best to lure the tourists to visit the designated
outlets selling fake Kashmiri products.

All this is going under the nose of law enforc-
ing agencies and surprisingly the police person-
nel have never acted against these touts. With
no action being taken against these touts such
people have been emboldened andthey con-

of Handicrafts steps in so that action is taken
against the violators of law. Once action is
taken againstthe people selling fake handicraft
products in the name of Kashmir then one can
easily say that the people at helm are really
serious in saving Kashmiri arts and crafts.

Ithas been observed that cheating of tourists
also takes place at some of the tourist placesin
the Srinagar city and other places of Kashmir.
On the Boulevard road one can withess many
cyclists selling different products to the tourists
andthese include fake handicraftsin the name
of real Kashmiri products. Similarly at tourist
placeslike Pahalgam, Guimarg and Sonamarg
one can witness misbranding of Kashmiri prod-
ucts going on like anything. Ironically very little
action hasbeentakenin cases atthese places.

A lot of damage has already been done fo
the reputation of Kashmiri arts and crafts and
furtherdamage needsto be arrested. The same
is possible only when the concerned depart-
ment acts against the people involved in the
misbranding of Kashmiri products. For reasons
bestknownto the people athelm minimal action
has been taken against the violators of law and
this needs to be speeded up.

For the past one week or so the Department

with Kashmir art have hailed the government

tinue to take the people for aride. Itisimportant
that the enforcement wing of the Department

Rt s No Place in Today’s Era

(TR | PP

m Sahil Manzoor Bhatti

In today’s fast-paced and com-
petitive world, rest has little room.
To achieve our goals, we must stay
active and continuously engage our-
selves in meaningful pursuits.

Across the globe, every country is
prioritizing the development of its
education sector. A strong educa-
tional foundation paves the way for
advancements in all other fields.
Sensible and committed individuals
always putin 100% effort toward the
tasks entrusted to them. True success
doesn’t come overnight—itdemands
educated minds, proper training,and
unwavering dedication.

We often feel overwhelmed in a
world increasingly dominated by
machines. These machines—wheth-
er made of iron, plastic, or complex
circuits—are designed and operated
by well-educated, brilliant minds.
From smartphones to vehicles to
photocopiers, these innovations are
the fruits of human intelligence. The
Almighty hasblessed us with extraor-
dinary brains, yetonly a few fully tap
into thisdivine gift. Studies show that
even scientists use only about 30% of
their brain capacity. Imagine the
potential that lies within each of us.

“The rest is rust.”

Someindividuals aspire tobecome
greatteachers. It’s our responsibility
to support the interests of learners,
rather than forcing them into fields
that don’t align with their passions.
Everyone has unique potential.
Whether it's medicine, engineering,
or any other field, people should be
encouraged to pursue whatthey love.

Governments today are providing
numerous schemesand opportunities
to help individuals realize their
dreams.

The world is brimming with
opportunities. Believe in yourself—
you can be the change and influence
others. Every person possesses dif-
ferent skills, talents, and abilities,
each with its own scope and value.
With social media and digital plat-
forms, we are more connected than
ever before. But remember: rest rusts
your abilities. Stay engaged and keep
discovering yourself. Once you iden-
tify your true potential, that moment
willmarkthebeginningofyoursuccess.

Today, unlike in the past, we have
unlimited resources at our fingertips.
While earlier generations had lim-
ited ways tolearn, we now have vast

digital libraries, tutorials, and tools
that can help us master awide range
of knowledge and skills. However, to
succeed, we need patience, persever-
ance, consistency, and hard work.

How to GetGood Marksin Exams

Getting good marks requires
consistent effort and smart prepa-
ration. Here are some practicaltips:

® Handwriting Matters

Maintain clear and neat hand-
writing. Avoid overwriting, cutting,
or making your answers messy.

m Solve Difficult Problems

Early

Tackle the questions you find
most challenging first during your
preparation.

m  Start Early

Don’tdelay. Start preparing from

the very beginning of the aca-
demic session. Procrastination only
makes things harder.

m BePrecise

Write to the point. Avoid adding
irrelevantorunnecessary defailsin
your answers.

m Use ProperTools

Use a good-quality pen, pencil,
ruler, and other stationery. Leave
adequate space between answers
to keep your sheet neat.

m Double-Check Details

After completing the paper,
verify your roll number and other
details carefully.

Stay motivated. Stay focused.
Believe in yourself—and you will
achieve greatness.

sahilmanzoor0401@gmail.com
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Once an MLA, enjoy life forever!

5 years in the chair vs 60 years in the job: Pension bias

L

m Dr. Satyawan Saurabh

Anemployee craves for pension even after work-
ing for 60 years, while a leader gets pension for life
after being in power for 5 years. This is a mockery
of the values of democratic equality. A voice has
been raised against this injustice in a petition filed
inthe Supreme Court. Now is the time for common
citizens,employees and youth to share this demand
- either everyone should get equal pension, or this
facility of leaders should end.

"Amanworks for 60 years but still has to wander
around for pension, and a leader enjoys his entire
life after holding the chair for 5 years!" Is this the
same democracy that we believed was 'of the
people, for the people and by the people'? Did the
Constitution promise this equality?

Petitions of citizens like Sardar Singh Johal reach
the Supreme Court because now the limits of
patience have been crossed. For the employee who
has been carrying files all his life, sweating in the
fields, caring for children in school, saving lives in
the hospital - pension is still not a facility but a
struggle for him. On the other hand, a public rep-
resentative, who has been elected by the people for
5 years, even if he has not gone to the House even
for a single day, gets a lifelong pension - and that
too only on the basis of becoming an MLA or MP
once!

No work, just a chair is enough!

There are many politicians in India who once
became MLAs or MPs, and then never contested
any election. But money from the government
treasury will keep going into their pockets for the
rest of their lives — because 'they were once MLAs'!
Imagine,ifaclerkstarts getting pension after work-
ing for just one year, the Finance Ministry will
shudder! But when it comes to politicians, logic,
morality and equality all go to the side.

The hollowness of the 2018 Reform Act

A reform act was introduced in 2018, in which
an attempt was made to rationalize the pension
system of public representatives. But neither its
rules were implemented at the ground level, nor
was any accountability of the leaders fixed. The
pension of leaders is neither based on job nor on
contribution. Thereis noreview, no evaluation. Just
take an oath once, happiness for life.

The questionis not why they get it, the question
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Petitions of citizens like
Sardar Singh Johal reach
the Supreme Court because
now the limits of patience
have been crossed. For the
employee who has been
carrying files all his life,
sweating in the fields,
caring for children in school,
saving lives in the hospital

- pension is still not a facility
but a struggle for him. On
the other hand, a public
representative, who has
been elected by the
people for & years, even if
he has not gone fo the
House even for a single day,
gets alifelong pension -
and that too only on the
basis of becoming an MLA
or MP once!

is why don't we?

The questionis not why leaders get pension. The
question is why ordinary citizens who serve their
entire lives do not get it? Thousands of contractual
employees, guest teachers, Anganwadi workers,
doctors and nurses working on contract, sanitation
workers - is their hard work any less than that of a
leader?

Even today, lakhs of government employees are
waiting to get pension after retirement by paying
EMI of their own money under NPS (New Pension

Scheme). And on the other hand, netas, whoalready
have all the allowances, cars, bungalows and secu-
rity, are also enjoying pension.

Pension system makes amockery of democracy

Ifthereis any systemin this country thatis most
unequal and dictatorial, then it is the pension of
leaders. These people, who call themselves public
servants, enjoy power more than service.And even
when the service ends, the benefits of power con-
tinue - in the form of pension.

Many leaders who remain silent on issues relat-
ed to the publicremain in politics only on the basis
of this pension. Whatever the ideology - everyone
gets the same pension. There is no reservation, no
deduction, no grade pay here. Everyone is equal -
becausethey are leaders! Is this the secret of equal-
ity?

Eliminate politicians’ pensions — or give work-
ers equality too!

If a politician can be entitled to pension after 5
years of service, why shouldn't a teacher be given
the same facility after 5 years of service? Why
shouldn't afarmer, who grows food every year, get
a minimum pension for life?

Orastrictand fair decision should be taken - that
until the common employee is guaranteed a per-
manent job and pension, no leader will get this
facility.

Supreme Court's intervention: A ray of hope

In Sardar Singh Johal's petition, it has been
demanded that the pension of leaders should be
abolished or atleast the same rules should be applied
initasinthe case ofemployees. The Supreme Court
should give a quick and historic decision on this.

This is not a political issue, it is a question of
social justice. It is an insult to the spirit of equality
written in the Constitution of India that a particu-
lar class is given benefits only in the name of posi-
tion, and the rest of the people have to struggle
throughout their lives.

Role of the public: Do not remain silent now

If we remain silent, this inequality will never
end. We have to take this message, this feeling and
this voice to every street, locality, panchayat and
university. The person who is an employee today,
will be a voter tomorrow - and until the power of
the vote brings about change, facilities like pension
will remain only in the pockets of the leaders.

Every employee organisation, every youth forum,
every teachers' union, every doctors' organisation
must now raise thisdemand loudly - "Either pension
for everyone, or no one!"

The author is a Poet, freelance journalist and
columnist, Radio and TV panelist, 333, Fairy
Garden, Kaushalya Bhawan, Barwa (Siwani)
Bhiwani, Haryana - 127045, Mobile
:19466526148,01255281381

Views,Opinions, facts etc Expressed by the Authors are their Own and Headlines Today doesn't acknowledge the viewpoint in any manner. And the claims made by the advertisers,
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The Silent Journey of Determination -
The Inspiring Story of Sadiya Nisar

m  Mohammad Arfat Wani

Throughout the pages of history, the
world has cherished those rare indi-
viduals who, with unwavering deter-
mination, patience, humility,and relent-
less hard work, built towering
monuments of success that shine as
guiding lights for generations to come.
These are the people who never seek
the noise of fame, yet their achievements
astonish the world. They work quietly,
far from applause, but one day their
names rise and glow like the morning
sun across the vast sky of triumph.
Among such shining names now gleams
one from the serene town of Tral in the
breathtaking valley of Kashmir,a daugh-
terwhose journey of silent struggle and
remarkable success has notonly carved
apathforherselfbutalsowrittena proud
chapter in the history of her land. This
daughter is Sadiya Nisar.

Kashmir, celebrated worldwide for
its mesmerizing beauty, is equally
renowned as a land of resilience, intel-
lect,and talent. Its snow-covered moun-
tains stand as witnesses to countless
stories of courage, and its fragrant air
carries the whispers of perseverance.
Over time, this valley has given birth to
sons and daughters who, through sheer
dedication, earned their places among
the great. On this very soil, another

inspiring tale unfolded, the story of a
humble, soft-spoken girl who walked
silently toward success and emerged as
a beacon of hope for many. Hers is not
just a tale of achievement; it is a testa-
mentto belief, sacrifice, and the extraor-
dinary power of dreams pursued with
unshakable determination.

From her earliest days, Sadiya stood
apart. She was not loud, nor did she seek
attention; instead, hersilencereflected
depth,and her eyes shone with the bril-
liance of curiosity. There was a calm
strengthin her that separated her from
the crowd.Herjourney of learning began
at the renowned AKMAL Institute in
Tral, where she built the foundation of
her dreams. Always seated in the front
row with her books neatly arranged,
she immersed herself in acquiring
knowledge. While many overlooked her
quiet presence, her teachers soon dis-
covered that she was no ordinary stu-
dent; she was like a lamp destined to
illuminate her surroundings.

Afterexcellingin herearly education,
Sadiya moved to Government Girls
Higher Secondary School, Tral, where
she chose the medical stream, a path
demanding both intellectual rigor and
commitment. This was where she gave
new dimensions to her love for science,
diving deep into biology, chemistry,
physics, and mathematics. While her
peers spent breaks chatting and laugh-
ing, she would often be found in the
library, surrounded by books, extracting
wisdom fromevery page. Her meticulous
notes, sharp understanding of subjects,
and passion for learning became the
hallmarks of her character. She studied
not just for grades, but for the love of
knowledge itself.

In 2022, herjourney tookanew turn
as she enrolled at Government Degree
College, Tral, choosing Biochemistry as
her major and Chemistry as her minor.
This choice reflected her research-ori-
ented mind and intellectual depth. She
wanted to explore life at its most intri-
cate molecular level. From the very
beginning, she stood apart—not by mak-
ing noise, but through brilliance. Her

professors were deeply impressed by
her sharpintellectand dedication, while
her classmates admired her quietly.
Semester after semester, she topped her
class,becominga source of pride for her
college and her community.

Yet behind this success lay an ocean
of struggles. Sadiya’s journey was far
from easy; itdemanded sacrifice, disci-
pline, and countless hours of effort. She
understood that there are no shortcuts
to greatness—only the long road of per-
sistence. With remarkable self-control,
she faced every challenge with courage
and determination. She worked tire-
lessly, never giving up, never losing hope.
Finally, in 2025, the year arrived when
herdreams blossomed intoreality. After
three years of relentless effort, she
graduated with an outstanding 95%.
This was not just an academic success;
it was a historic moment that crowned
Government Degree College, Tral with
glory. She was not merely the college
topper; she became a shining symbol
of academic excellence for the entire
region.

Sadiya’s success is not confined to
her alone; it is a victory for the entire
town of Tral, a triumph for every parent
whodreams for their child,and aninspi-
ration for every girl who dares todream
despite adversities. Her journey proves
thatsuccess does not require loud proc-
lamations or privileged circumstances.
Sometimes, the most powerful force lies
insilentdetermination, consistent effort,
and a love for learning that never fades.
Today, she stands as a ray of hope for
countless young girls who aspire to
achieve greatness against all odds.

For the students of AKMAL Institute,
Government Girls Higher Secondary

School,and Government Degree College,
Tral, Sadiya is no longer just a name; she
isalegacy.Sheislikealampthatcontinues
to illuminate paths of knowledge and
courage for generations to come. Her
story sends a powerful message: when
one embraces humility, focus, and con-
tinuouslearning, successinevitablywalks
beside them. Her journey touches every
heart, inspires every reader, and assures
every dreamer that dreams do come
true—but only whentheyare believedin,
nurtured, and pursued with devotion.
Indeed, itis only fair to say that Sadiya
Nisar’s name will forever echo through
the valleys of Kashmir as a symbol of
determination, intellect, and inspiration.
Her successis not just the triumph of one
girl; itis the triumph of every daughter of
Tral, the voice of every dreamer, and the
pride of an entire community. This is not
merely an article; it is a call of inspiration
thatwill continue to motivate generations
torise, to believe, and to achieve.
Finally, as a witness to this remark-
able journey, I, Wani Arfat, extend my
heartfelt congratulations to SadiyaNisar
onthis magnificentand historic success.
[also offer my sincere felicitations to her
brother Bhat Arhan and her entire fam-
ily, whose prayers, love,and unwavering
supportwere the invisible pillars behind
this victory. May her name continue to
shine like a starin the sky of knowledge,
and may her story inspire countless
heartstobelieve that withdetermination
and faith, even the quietest journeys
can lead to the brightest destinations.

The author is a passionate writer,
social activist, and medical student,
hails from Kuchmulla, Tral. Email:
waniaé817@gmail.com

RISKING LIVES FOR EDUCATION

Students Cross Seva River by Rope Due to Lack of Bridge

m By M S Nazki

Ifyouwantyour children to be smartand wise, then
teach them to think and not to memorize. The ways
are always strewn by obstacles, natural or man cre-
ated are two different things! As elders we recognize
the fact that as barriers come in our way but we forget
that it’s a child’s instinct in his/her formative years
which states that, ‘Come what may we have to reach
the school!

The Education authorities in District Kathua of
which Bani is a major part should have looked into
with deeper interest!

By the way education officials today's generation
is more informed. So think through before you lie to
them. And they know that where knowledge is high
ignorance is low!

The educational hierarchy should know that like
and dislike takes all the fun out of making mistakes
and learning from them!

When schools sugarcoat mediocrity, they graduate
managers who maintain the system, not leaders who
change it. Now watch the picture and see how children
in Bani are trying to get to their schools? But where
are the teachers? Of course in hibernation!

Afew words for the men/women heading the Edu-
cational system in J&K: Don't just learn, experience.
Don't just read, absorb. Don't just change, transform.
Don't just relate, advocate. Don't just promise, prove.
Don'tjustcriticize, encourage. Don't just think, ponder.
Don't just take, give. Don't just see, feel. Don’t just
dream, do. Don't just hear, listen. Don't just talk, act.
Don't just tell, show. Don't just exist, live!

What is needed here is a bridge and it is only one
organization that can do it!

Riskinglives for education: Bani studentsin Jammu
and Kashmir brave perilous rope bridge daily! This
indeed has to be looked into deeper aspects!

Educationis critically important for both individu-
als and society as a whole. It empowers individuals
with knowledge, skills, and critical thinking abilities,
fostering personal growth and opening doors to better
opportunities. For society, education drives econom-

ic growth, promotes equality, and contributes to a
more informed and engaged citizenry.

Here's a more detailed look at the importance of
education:

Personal Growth: Education fosters personal devel-
opment by enhancing skills like communication,
problem-solving, and critical thinking.

Career Opportunities: It opens up access to a wider
range of jobs, higher wages, and increased job satisfaction.

EconomicIndependence: Education empowersindi-
viduals to achieve financial security and independence.

Informed Decision-Making: It equips individuals
with the knowledge and critical thinking skills need-
ed to make better life choices.

Personal Fulfillment: Education can lead to a more
meaningful and fulfilling life by fostering self-confi-
dence and enablingindividuals to pursue their passions.

Economic Growth: Educationdrivesinnovationand
productivity, leading to economic prosperity.

Social Equality: It helps reduce poverty and inequal-
ity by providing opportunities for all individuals.

Stronger Democracy: Educated citizens are more
likely to participate in civic life, promoting a more
democratic society.

Social Progress: Education fosters innovation, cul-
tural awareness, and overall societal development.

HealthierandSaferCommunities: Educated populations
tend to be healthier and safer, with lower crime rates.
Global Progress: Education is essential for addressing
global challengeslike poverty, climate change,and disease.

Education in hazardous terrain, whether it refers
to physically dangerous environments or challenging
social contexts, requires specialized knowledge, skills,
and strategies to ensure safety and promote effective
learning. This caninvolve understanding and mitigat-
ing risks associated with natural hazards, hazardous
materials, or navigating complex social landscapes.

Natural Hazards: Educationinareas prone to natu-
raldisasterslike earthquakes, floods, or wildfires must
focus on risk assessment, emergency preparedness,
and evacuation procedures.

Hazardous Materials: Traininginindustries dealing
with hazardous materials (e.g., chemicals, waste) should
cover safe handling, personal protective equipment
(PPE), and emergency response protocols.

Avalanche Terrain: Education for activities like ski-
ingorsnowboardinginavalanche-prone areas empha-
sizesterrain awareness, snowpackanalysis,and trans-
ceiver usage.

Feminist Education: Some sources note the need
for feminist perspectives in education to address
power dynamics, socialinequalities,and genderissues

in learning environments.

Socioeconomic Disparities: Educationinareas with
socioeconomic challenges may require addressing
systemic barriers, promoting equity, and providing
resources to support vulnerable students.

General Principles for Education in Hazardous Ter-
rain: Risk Assessment: Identifying potential hazards
and their severity is the first step in developing appro-
priate educational strategies.

Skill-Based Training: Practical skills like using
safety equipment, practicing emergency procedures,
or navigating complex social situations are crucial.

Curriculum Integration: Incorporating safety and
risk management into existing curricula makes it
relevant and applicable to real-world situations.

Community Engagement: Involving local commu-
nities in developing and implementing educational
programs canenhance their effectiveness and relevance.

Continuous Learning: Safety protocols and risk
assessments evolve, so ongoing training and updates
are essential.

Psychological Support: Recognizing the emotional
impactofhazardous environments, providing psycho-
logical support,and fostering resilience are important.

By addressing these aspects, educators can create
safer and more effective learning environments,
regardless of the challenges posed by the terrain. But
in Bani it’s not the case?

But someone has to take the responsibility!

In the Bani subdivision of Kathua district, school
children face a challenging commute due to the lack
ofaconcrete bridge across the Sevariver, forcing them
tousearope swing. This situation, particularly evident
in Ghath village, has caused concern among parents

and students alike. Locals have repeatedly requested
the construction of a bridge, but their pleas have been
ignored, leaving students to risk their lives daily to
reach school.

Lackof Bridge: The absence of a bridge over the Seva
river in Ghath village necessitates the use of a pulley
system (rope swing) for students to cross.

Dangerous Commute: Students, including young
children, are forced to use this risky method daily,
causing fear and anxiety among them and their fam-
ilies.

Community Request: Residents have persistently
requested the construction ofabridge from authorities,
but their requests have been unmet.

This situation in Bani, Kathua, highlights a critical
issue ofinadequate infrastructure affecting the educa-
tion and safety of children.

In some regions, particularly those vulnerable to
frequent flooding, children face the challenging real-
ity of wading through floodwaters toreach their schools.
This can involve removing shoes and socks, carrying
them in bags, or wearing rubber sandals. UNICEF has
reported on this issue in places like the Maldives and
Bangladesh, where rising sea levels and heavy rainfall
cause flooding that disrupts education.

Disrupted Education:

Floodwaters can make it impossible for children to
reach their schools, forcing them to miss classes or seek
alternative, sometimes inadequate, learning spaces.

Safety Concerns: Wading through floodwaters, espe-
cially when deep or fast-flowing, poses safety risks,
includingdrowningand injuries from submerged debris.

Impact on Learning: Being wet, cold, and poten-
tially scared can negatively affect a child's ability to
focus on their studies.

Adaptation Measures: In some cases, schools and
communities have adapted by using makeshift class-
rooms in safer locations, providing extra clothing, or
even employing floating classrooms.

Long-term Effects: Studies have shown that early
exposure to floods can negatively impact educational
attainment, potentially leading to lower levels of
schooling and a higher likelihood of entering the
workforce early.

Long-term solutions require addressing climate
change and building more resilient infrastructure.
Investingin flood preparedness, early warning systems,
and safe evacuation plansis crucial. Developing strat-
egies to ensure continued education during floods,
such as providing learning materials and alternative
spaces, is essential. This the directorate of education
J&K should have at the back of their minds!

Views,Opinions, facts etc Expressed by the Authors are their Own and Headlines Today doesn't acknowledge the viewpoint in any manner. And the claims made by the advertisers,

promoters through their write-ups need to be ascertained by the readers and Headlines Today Shall not be held responsible for any misleading information in any manner...
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m Dr. Basharat Khan

The day began like most August days
in Kupwara; sun-scorched, slow, and
heavy. The air outside the Sub District
Hospital Kupwara shimmered in the
morning heat, while inside, the usual
hush of waitingand whispered urgency
unfolded room by room.

She came in quietly, wrapped in a
faded shawl, eventhough the day didn't
ask for one. It was not warmth she
sought; it was habit—perhaps even dig-
nity. Her gait was weak but composed,
hersilence not of serenity but of exhaus-
tion. A woman in her sixties, but with
the gait and eyes of someone much
older. There was a stillness in her that
spoke volumes.

Her charts revealed what her body
had tried to hide for too long: a kidney
drowningininfection, the left side filled
with pusand fluid. Pyonephrosis, caused
by an upper ureteric stone. The kidney
was swollen, tender, and angry. Fever
had burned quietly through her days.
Theinfection had festered insilence. By
the time she reached the hospital, her
case was no longer one of caution—it
was one of urgency.

Areferral was the standard route. The

tertiary centres in Srinagar had the
resources, the specialists, the infrastruc-
ture. But the road from Kupwara to Sri-
nagaris not measured onlyinkilometres.
Itismeasuredinrupees,insleepless nights,
in the fear of being turned away at the
gate of a hospital too full or too slow. The
woman’s family hesitated—not because
they didn’t understand the gravity, but
because they did. The cost of that jour-
ney—lodging, meals, medicine,and time—
was more than they could bear. They had
come hoping, quietly, that something
could be done here.

Dr. Gulzar Ahmad Bhat, Consultant
Surgeon—amanwhocarries hiscalmlike
a second skin—studied her reports with
the deep familiarity of someone who has
seenenoughofbothsufferingand systems.
He understood immediately that time
wastheenemy.Theinfection wasadvanc-
ing.Delaying treatment could meanlosing
the kidney—or worse.

He turned to Dr. Wasif, the Consultant
Radiologist whose work had already
begun to reshape what was thought
possible within these walls. The two
men spoke briefly, practically, but with
an urgency that didn’t need volume.
What if they didn’t refer her? What if
they treated her here?

Aplanbegan to take shape—not dic-
tated by protocol, but by possibility.

A percutaneous nephrostomy was
proposed: a minimally invasive proce-
dure done under CT guidance, where a
catheter would be inserted to drain the
infected kidney. A rare undertaking for
adistrict hospital, almost unheard of in
this part of Kashmir. But here it was—not
justanidea, but a decision.

The patientand her family were called
in. The condition was explained gently
butclearly—everyrisk, every step. They
listened, nodded,and when the question

of consent came, they signed not just a
form, but a fragile thread of trust.

In the dim room where the CT scan-
ner stood, everything was prepared.

The Kidney That Spoke Again

The tray waslaid, instruments sterile,
movements measured. The kidney
appeared on the screen—bloated and
burdened.The needle was guided with

slow precision, breath held, prayers
tucked into each movement. The cath-
eter slipped in.

Andthen,asifthebodyitselfexhaled
relief, urine flowed.

Clear. Golden.

In the hours that followed, the drain
bagbeganto fill—four hundred millilitres
by the twelfth hour. The patient’s tem-
perature dropped. Her blood pressure
steadied. Her voice grew stronger. On
the second week’s follow-up, the kidney
was not justdraining—it was recovering.

It would be easy to describe this as a
successful intervention. To write in
clinical terms that the procedure was
completed without complication. That
local expertise met international stan-
dards. All of that would be true. But it
would also be incomplete.

Because what happened thatday was
more than a procedure. It was a quiet
act of defiance against the assumption
that care must always travel to the city.
It was a moment when the Sub District
Hospital did not refer away responsibil-
ity but embraced it.

The womanreturned home without
fuss.No headlines marked her story. No
official notice was circulated. But those
who saw her walk out—lighter, calmer,
alive—carried something with them:
the quiet certainty that this hospital had
grown taller that day.

And somewhereinside her,inthe part
ofthebodythatoncelay swollenandstill,
a kidney had begun to whisper again.

It had not only spoken.

It had been heard.

Dr. Basharat Khan is a writer,
columnist, and critic, and the author
of the book Literary Beats. He can
be reached at chogalwriter76@
gmail.com/ devnalwhispers.in
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Managing Your Weight

Key points supporting residents with healthy, gradual weight loss

ad, Tips for Weight Loss: &2,
A Ensure there is access to healthier foods.

What is an ideal BMI?

BMI (body mass index) guidelines
are different for older adults.
Although being overweight or obese is
defined in adults as having a BMI of above
25 kg/m?, the National Institutes of Health
suggest that an ideal BMI for those above
aged 65, is between 23 and 28kg/m2.

Obesity can increase risk of..
Cancer (specifically breast and colon)

Joint and mobility problems
Pressure wounds and skin issues

Stroke

Coronary Heart Disease .
Fatty Liver Disease @
Asthma
Osteoarthritis and back pain
Type 2 Diabetes
Sleep Apnoea

Depression and Anxiety

Cognitive Impairment and Brain Aging

Additional considerations
© _ Respect residents informed choices,

consider what is important to them

©

Remember! Residents with obesity
{} can still be at risk of malnutrition

No resident should have their diet
restricted against their wishes

Consider goals of weight loss and what
the benefit would be to the resident

information
on menu planning.

Reduce portion sizes of fats and starchy
carbohydrates (aim for higher
fibre) — you could reduce plate size

Aim for 3 regular, balanced meals a day. If
appropriate, discourage snacks.

Fill half the plate with veg or salad and
include a hand size portion of protein

Reduce intake of foods high
in sugar and saturated fat

Offer gentle reminders somebody has
eaten if they have forgotten

Offer distractions e.g. an activity or
television to take their mind off eating

Physical Activity

It may be difficult to meet the physical activity
recommendations for care home residents,
some tips include:

*Do as much as they can

*Get outside if possible

*Regularly stand up during the day -
maintain leg strength

*Encourage residents to help with daily tasks
if possible

Practical tips:

[V Set a realistic goal (e.g. between 5-10%
over 3-6 months/ 0.5-1kg/week)

[ Consider on ‘non-scale victories’ (€.g.
sleeping better, improved mobility)

[} Choose 2-3 small changes to begin with

[ Discuss goals with the resident/ family

[ Avoid faddy or overly restrictive diets

¥ Aim for daily physical activity and strength
activities twice a week

.

[V Reduce time spent sitting or lying down
[V Break up long periods of not moving with
some activity

PALLA

MBBS, DNB (Medicine)

DR. SAJAD AHMAD

Specialist Physician - Comprehensive Adult Care

%ILZ meDanTa

Medanta Mediconsult Centre

7/

NEURO

v Expertisein: + Hypertension (High BP) wl:' ™ a e
g::ga‘::s& Metaboll Dr. Jyoti Sehgal B_m T 1t , )
Director = "
i Neurolo: ¥ A
:;:Z;?:(gin?i:; Diseas |nsm(engNeumsmences ? 699 / * ¥ .
+ General Intyevnalsdedicine Sypmp‘fms : N”:;bness [0l i f e 9
g ¢ « Paralysis and Feet \ N
@ OPDTimings: + Every Sunday  Loss of Memory « Parkinsons Disease <1820/~ — R -
10:00 AM=2:00PM + 10:00 AM « Back Pain + Headache 2
I DS . leepless ss / - r
© Location: Khalig Medicate, Near Pasffice, * Epllepsy Seepiessess/ ~/
Tangmag Bus Stand « Neuralgia Insomnia % 3
; A Wednesday,23rd July 2025
Compassionate Care + Accurate Diagnosis + Patient-Centered Treatment 9:30Am to 1:30Pm 30 PARAMETERS COVERED
Venue:- 30A,A/D-Green Bel,
Book your appointment now! +9198 5855607 (0pp. Hotel Asia-Behind HP Petrol Pump), @Q’m] %%Q @% N g
+917780895122 Gandhi Nagar Jammu-180004 ¥ e E ?
Glucose Fasting Uric Acid Creatinine ‘Cholesterol Complete TSH L
@ 96222 00900 / 94191 91439 Gt U Sonanton

Book Your
Full Body Health
Check-up

8 Dr Lat Patilats

Detect Early Signs
of Heart Attack

Get a check-up with the best

Cardiologist of Valley
07051022389

GOLD MEDALIST

10+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
5000+ SUCCESSFUL CARDIAC
INTERVENTIONS

OPD Timings

4PM - 7PM Shifa Hospital

e JiSHIEA

Hospital Location

M.B.B.S, MD (OBSTETRICS & GYNAECOLOGY)
Former Associate Professor GMC Srinagar

Fellowship reproductive health & research
(Geneva Switzerland)

Available At

Imaging & Diagnostic Centre
® 8082641411 @ radiocareimaging@gmail.com

| Magarmal bagh Srinagar

KASHMIR'S HEART
IS IN GOOD CARE!

Experienced Cardiologists,

World-Class Facilities

-\
CALETO KNOW MORE

Free Angioplasty through Ayushman Bharat Jan Arogya Yojana

© Nowpora Bandipora Gurez Road Near Board Office

DR. SANJEED SULTAN KAWOOSA
(MBBS, MD DGO)

SENIOR CONSULTANT GYNAECOLOGIST & OBSTETRICIAN
(Reg. No.: 23527

WILL BE AVAILABLE

FOR CONSULTATION ON:

DAY: Saturday

TIME: From 4:00 PM
onwards
VENUE: Mediwave k L
Chemists & Druggists,

Near J&K Bank, Gulmarg
Road, Kreeri

1800 889 8984
For prior appointments,
kindly contact:
7006441407

MIR 9797080837

(OSPITAL

YOUR HEALTH AND WELL-
BEING ARE OUR PRIORITY.

rinagar

Now don’t worry
about the cost
of treatment

18008898984

Facilities available
« Angiography

* Angioplasty

* Pacemaker

ﬁ‘;; VEEXSTLIT  Kashmir Super Speciality Hospital

< PARAS

T HEeaLTH

ARE YOU CONCERNED

ABOUT YOUR

Heart
Health?

HEALTHY HEART -
PACKAGE %g’?"sl \

Study 9n

BANGLADESH!

</ MBBS / BDS / Engineering / Other Professional Courses
«/ Top Government & Private Universities

PLACEMENTS PVT. LTD
Your Futune begims fene

ADMISSION

Open

</ Hassle-free Admission Process
o Visa, Documentation & Travel Assistance

«/ 100% Genuine Consultancy - Trusted by Thousands

Why Choose Us?

© Guarantead Admissions in Top

© Govt. & Private Universities

© Full Support with Visa, Documentalion & Travel
O Affordable Fee Structures

O Experienced & Trusted Cansultancy

@ [imnited Seats fuailable
Apply Early to

Secure Your Spot!

Visit us today and take the first step
towards a brighter future!

For. Mene Details, Comtact Us New:

Free Angioplasty by Ayushman Bharat / Golden card
All TPA panel facilities, CGHS, ECHS & SGHS card applicable

4@ Lipid profile

4§, Cardiac
@ Consultation

+ Ece

A% ™1/ ECHO

Book an Appointment

Umer Abad, Zainkote, HMT, Sgr.
7006710373 - 7051779981

info@esscoplacements.com, esscoplacements@gmail.com
www.esscoplacements.com
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3 DAY 'MEGHALAYA PINEAPPLE
FESTIVAL COMMENCES IN DELHI HAAT

m United News of India

NEW DELHI, AUG 1: After
two successful editions of one
of the sweetest festivals of the
country, the third edition of the
Meghalaya Pineapple Festival
was inaugurated today at the
iconic Dilli Haat, New Delhi,
positioning Meghalaya’s agri-
cultural success story at the
heart of India’s capital.

Union Agriculture and Rural
Development Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhaninauguratedthe
festivalinthe presence of Chief
Minister Conrad Sangma, senior
officials from the central gov-
ernment and Meghalaya gov-
ernment, thereby drawing
attention not just for its fruit
but for the future it signals for
India’s farmers.

Marking a significant step
towards structured agri-market
linkages, the Meghalaya gov-
ernment signed three major
Memoranda of Understanding
(MoUs)- with Reliance Fresh,
Amazon Karigar, and Blue Tokai
Coffee Roasters- to scale pro-
curement, visibility,and nation-

al distribution of Meghalaya’s
products.

“The products of Meghalaya
are almost fully organic. By
marketing them well and add-
ing value, you have shown, for
the third year, that Meghalaya’s
productsare truly special. Jack-
fruit, fruits, coffee, pineapple,
mushrooms- everything is
amazing,” Chouhansaid, prais-
ing Meghalaya’s value chain
approach.

“Today, the air in Delhi feels
filled with the fragrance of
Meghalaya. The breeze, the
atmosphere- everything is
touched by the flavour of
Meghalaya’s pineapples,” the
Union Minister said.

“lalready knew that Megha-
laya produces very good pine-
apples. But after tasting them
today, I couldn’t stop eating! I
have never tasted pineapples
so juicy and sweet before.This
sweetness in taste belongs to
the soil of Meghalaya,” Chauhan
added.

Praising the efforts of the
Meghalaya government he con-
gratulated all the farmers and

stand with you.”

apples.

$16 billion economy.

especially, ChiefMinister for his
relentless efforts, the Union
Minister said, “On behalf of the
Government of India, I assure
you, Chief Minister ji, when-
ever Meghalaya calls, the Gov-
ernment of India and the Agri-
culture Ministry will always

He also urged the people of
Delhi to visit the Festival and
experience the spirit of Megha-
laya and feel the taste of one of
the juiciest and sweetest pine-

Theeventalsowitnessed the
unveiling of Meghalaya's
Achievement in Agriculture
Sector, which aligns with the
state’s broader Vision@2032 of
transforming Meghalayaintoa

The strategy includesafive-
year plan to strengthen farm
infrastructure, promote crop
diversification, improve pro-
cessing and logistics, and
increase farmers’ incomes
through market-based models.

Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma who also vis-
ited the festival in Delhi said

“This is the third edition of
Meghalaya Pineapple Festival,
and we are very happy that
everyyearthisisbecomingbig-
ger and better; More impor-
tantly, our farmers are getting
the necessary exposureand the
network they require and they
truly deserve,”.

While the briefing Union
Minister, Sangma said, Megha-
laya produces around 1.5 lakh
metric tonnes of pineapples

Northeast itself.

every year, and a large share of
this is consumed within the

“Overthe pastfew years, we
have set up various fruit pro-
cessing units to enable value
addition- not just for pineapples,
butalso for turmeric, black pep-
per, and other produce, with
the goal of meeting interna-
tional packaging and quality
standards. Our aim is to estab-
lishone such unitineach ofthe

55 blocks of the state, catering
to the prominent value chains
intheblock,” the Chief Minister
said.

He said the MoUs have
signed today would provide
crucial logistics support and
help distribute our products
across the country.

“Thisinitiativeis notlimited
to Meghalaya alone- we want
to connect fresh produce from
across the Northeast to nation-
al and international markets,”
he said.

Over the last three years,
Meghalaya hasinvested inmore
than 27 cold storages, eight
processing hubs, and logistics
support,including mobile units
andrefrigerated trucks.In2024
alone, over 682 MT of processed
pineapples were exported to
the EU, Gulf,and Southeast Asia.

Agrowing domestic market
hasalsoemerged, with over 150
MT sold across Indian metros
through institutional partner-
ships.

Thisyear’s Pineapple Festival
features curated stalls from
various cooperatives of Megha-

layawith productslike live tast-
ings, value-added products,B2B
interactions and cultural per-
formances from Meghalaya’s
musicians from Garo, Khasiand
Jaintia Hills, under the flagship
Chief Minister’s Meghalaya
Grassroots Music Project (CM-
MGMP). Notably, Musicians
from CM-MGMP are all set to
performinboth Dilli Haat, INA,
and the India Gate, on all the
three days of the festival begin-
ning on Friday.

A short film on ‘Meghalaya
Agriculture & Horticulture’ was
alsoscreenedduring the event.

Organised by the Depart-
mentof Agriculture & Farmers’
Welfare, Government of
Meghalaya, the Pineapple Fes-
tival has evolved into aflagship
platform for celebrating natu-
ral farming, empowering
farmers and positioning the
Northeast as a key player in
India’s agri-economy.

The Meghalaya Pineapple
Festival 2025 is open to the pub-
licatDilli Haat, INA, from 11 am
to 8:45 pmdaily until August 3.
UNIRRK RKM

CBI Court Mohali convicts five
Rtrd Police Officers in a fake
encounter case

m United News of India

NEW DELHI/MOHALI, AUG 1: A Special CBI Court
in Mohali (Punjab) today convicted five Police Offi-
cers including a retired SSP and DSP in connection
with a fake encounter case.

The court convicted Bhupinderjit Singh, DSP
(Retired as SSP), Devinder Singh, ASI (Retired as
DSP), Gulbarg Singh, ASI(Retired as Inspector), Suba
Singh, Inspector (Retired as Inspector)and Raghubir
Singh, ASI (Retired as SI)in a stage managed encoun-
ter case.

According to the information, this case was
registered in 1999 by the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) following an order by the apex court.

The case was registered against Gurdev Singh,
Inspr/SHO PS Sirhali, Gulberg Singh, ASI PS Sirhali,
Devinder Singh, ASI PS Sirhali and others on the
allegation of abduction and killing of Shinder Singh
by accused police officers.

m  United News of India

NEW DELHI, AUG 1: Continu-
ingitstiradeagainst the Congress
overthe Malegaon Blast caseissue
following the verdict acquitting
all seven accused, the Bharatiya
JanataParty (BJP)today slammed
the Opposition party for what it
termed as "targeting saints, sol-
diers, Sanatan Dharma, and the
Constitution” over the past 17
yearsas partofa"deliberate strat-
egy to malign Hindus for elec-
toral gains".

Speakingata press conference
here, party spokesperson Sambit
Patrasaid, “Saints, soldiers, San-
atan,and the Constitution — Con-
gressattackedallfour for 17 years.

It was a calculated strategy to
malign Hindus for vote bank
politics. Butin the end, truth has
triumphed.”

Patra’s remarks came in
response to the National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) court’s
acquittal of all seven accused in
the 2008 Malegaonblast case. He
alleged that the Congress party,
particularly the Gandhi family,
had sought to create a false nar-
rative of ‘saffron terror’, deliber-
ately linking Hindu identity with
terrorism.

“The judgment by the NIA
courthasshattered the false pro-
paganda that Congress tried to
spread for years,” he added.

Referringtoamajorrevelation,

Patra cited former Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS) officer Mehboob
Mujawar, who claimed he was
pressured by senior officers and

governmentofficialstoarrestRash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief Mohan Bhagwat, despite
Bhagwat’s name not featuring in
any charge sheet or investigation
report. Mujawar resisted, citing
constitutional limits, and faced
false allegations and career set-
backs. He was later acquitted by
the court, Patra said.

“This is a clear example of
Congress’ vindictive politics
under the Gandhi family’s leader-
ship,” he asserted, a day after his
colleague and senior party lead-
erRaviShankarPrasad had sought
Congress apology for making
remarks that the blast wasacase
of ‘Hindu terror’.

Patraalsorecalled Prime Min-

BJP accuses Congress of 'targeting saints, soldiers,
Sanatan Dharma' for vote bank politics

ister Narendra Modi’s earlier
statement alleging that a senior
Congress leader had met Ameri-
can intelligence officials and
labelled “Hindu terror” a bigger
threat than the Students Islamic
Movement of India (SIMI). “Every-
one knows who that leader is,”
heremarked, indirectly referring
to the Gandhi family.

He further criticised Congress
leader Prithviraj Chavan for his
comments that “terrorism has no
religion” while simultaneously
referring to “Sanatani or Hindu
terrorism.” Patraalso cited former
UnionHome Minister Sushil Kumar
Shinde’sadmission thathis “saffron
terror” remarks were made under
party directives. UNIA] RN

Oncompletion ofinvestigation, it was established
that Shinder Singh, Sukhdev Singh and Desa Singh
(all SPOs of Punjab Police) were abducted by police
party led by Inspector Gurdev Singh, SHO P.S. Sirh-
ali on 27.06.1993. Similarly, Balkar Singh alias Kala
wasalsoabducted on the said date. Apart from this,
Sarabjit Singh alias Sabaand Harwinder Singh were
abducted by Suba Singh, SHO P.S Verowal in July,
1993. Thereafter, on July 12, 1993, Shinder Singh,
Desa Singh, Balkar Singh along with one Mangal
Singh were killed in a fake encounter by police team
led by DSP Bhupinderjit Singh and officials of P.S.
Sirhali.

Consequently, on July 28, 1993, Sukhdev Singh,
Sarabjit Singh alias Sabaand Harwinder Singh were
killed in a fake encounter by police team led by DSP
Bhupinderjit Singh and officials of P.S. Verowal.

On May 5, 2022, the CBI filed the chargesheet in
the case against the ten police officers, DSP Bhupin-
derjit Singh, ASIDevinder Singh, ASI Gulbarg Singh,
Inspector Suba Singh, ASIRaghubir Singh, Inspector
Gurdev Singh (Passed away during the trial), SI Gian
Chand (Passed away during the trial), ASIJagir Singh
(Passed away during the trial), HC Mohinder Singh
(Passed away during the trial), HC Aroor Singh
(Passed away during the trial)

The CBI Court will pronounce the verdict in the
quantum of sentence in the matter on August 8. UNI
ATK RKM

ED charges ex-CPWD
Engineer, spouse in money
laundering case

Trump says all perpetrators
of 'Russia hoax' must 'pay big price'

The Durham report is the latest
document declassified by the Trump
administrationinits effortstoexpose
the details of the so-called Russia
hoax that the Democratic Party has
been promoting since Clinton's defeat
to Trump in 2016.

Earlier in July, the Office of the
Director of National Intelligence pub-
lished an unclassified report fromthe
House Intelligence Committee, orig-
inally from 2020, regarding Russia's
purported interference in the 2016
US presidential election. The report
indicates that the CIA relied on
"biased" and "implausible" informa-
tion to back claims suggesting that
Moscow favored Trump over Clinton.
UNISPUTNIK GNK

"The Russia, Russia, Russia HOAX
is now TOTALLY UNDISPUTED! THE
FACTSAREALLTHERE,INBLACKAND
WHITE. It is the biggest scandal in
American History. The perpetrators
of this CRIME must pay a big price.
This can never be allowed to happen
in our Country again!" Trump wrote
on Truth Social.

Earlier in the week, on Thursday,
the CIAand the USJustice Department
declassified the Appendix of the Dur-
ham Report, which indicated that
during the 2016 presidential cam-
paign, Hillary Clinton endorsed a
strategy aimed at discrediting her
opponent, Donald Trump, by ampli-
fying the scandal involving her email
account, which she claimed was
hacked by Russia to aid the Republi-

WASHINGTON, AUG 1: All people
who promoted the false claims of
Russia's meddling during the 2016
US presidential campaign must "pay
a big price,” US President Donald
Trump said on Friday.

On Wednesday, Trump said that
he wants all information regarding
Russia's alleged interference in the
2016 election to be "shown" as long
as it is credible. Earlier that day, Fox
News reported that FBI Director Kash
Patel has discovered a cache of clas-
sified materials related to the begin-
ning of the Trump-Russia investiga-
tion, stashed in multiple "burn bags"
inside a concealed room at the
agency.

Putin reiterates Moscow's stance on settlement with
Ukraine, says demands remain unchanged

NEW DELHI, AUG 1: Directorate of Enforcement
(ED), Hyderabad Zonal Office on Friday said that
they havefiled a Prosecution Complaint (Chargesheet)
against PSai Komareswar and his wife PPadmavathi
under the provisions of Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act(PMLA), 2002 before a Special PMLA Court

The ED said that the court took the cognisance
of the chargesheet on July 30.

The ED initiated PMLA investigation based on a
Chargesheet filed by the CBI against Komareswar
and his wife for being in possession of disproportion-
ate assets to the tune of Rs 1.26 Crore (approx.).

Komareswar, while working as an Executive
Engineer (Electrical), C.PW.D.,Hyderabad was alleg-
edly involved in a trap case on the allegations of
demand and acceptance of bribe from a contractor
to clear his bills.

The CBI conducted searches at his residence and
several incriminating documents, cash of Rs. 30.50
Lakh and a locker key were seized.

Later on, the CBI filed a Chargesheet against the
couple for offences punishable under sections 12 &
13 of PC Act, and 109 of the IPC.

The ED investigation revealed that the couple
acquired four immovable properties in quick suc-
cession and part payments for two properties were
made in cash and from unsecured loans claimed to

m United News of India

MOSCOW, AUG 1: Reiterating
Moscow’s core demands for reach-
ingapeace settlementwith Ukraine,
Russian President Vladimir Putin
confirmed that the Kremlin’s
demands remain unchanged.

Speaking after a meeting with
Belarusian President Alexander
Lukashenko, Putinemphasised the
continued relevance and necessity
of negotiations, but also under-
scored that resolving the conflict
ultimately depends on addressing
its root causes, reports RIA Novos-
ti. “The talks are important and

®© 00 ©

alwaysindemand,” he said, noting
that Russia’s conditions regarding
settlementare stillwhat they were,
when first laid out in the summer
of 2024.

Theseinclude Ukraine notbeing
part of any military alliance, com-
mittomaintainingits non-nuclear
status, and the state recognition of
itsfour captured regions - Donetsk,
Lugansk, Kherson,and Zaporozhye
— as part of Russia, and lastly, the
lifting of all sanctions imposed on
Moscow. Putin stressed that any
agreement should pave the way for
long-term peace without time con-
straints, and said Russia is open to

waitingifKyivis unwillingtoengage
on these terms. He added that
broader Europeansecurity mustbe
takenintoaccountwhendiscussing
a Ukrainian settlement.

Confirming Moscow’s recent
battlefield advances, he said that
Russian troops had indeed taken
control of the town of Chasov Yar
and continue to push forward along
the front. He further claimed that
thousands of Ukrainian soldiers'
remains had been handed back,
while Russia received dozens of its
own fallen troops.

Lukashenko echoing Putin’s
stance, faulted the failure of nego-

tiations on Kyiv, attributing them
toUkraine’s ‘impossible demands.’
He went on to state that if the US
genuinely seeks peace, the White
House must play a more construc-
tive role in the process, and voiced
total readiness by Minsk to join
future talks if need be and voiced
fullsupport for Russia’s negotiating
position.

The third round of peace talks
inIstanbul, held behind closed doors
on July 23 at the historic Ciragan
Palace, lasted about an hour.

They followed a private meeting
between Russian presidential aide
Vladimir Medinsky and Ukraine’s

National Security Council Secretary
Rustem Umerov, both of whom have
led previous rounds of dialogue.

According to Medinsky, discus-
sions included humanitarian con-
cerns, suchasthereturnofcivilians
displaced by military activity in
Russia’s Kursk Region.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov later told reporters that
while high-level engagement is
expected to finalise any eventual
settlement, the current positions
of Moscow and Kyiv remain “dia-
metrically opposed,” and compro-
mise is unlikely in the immediate
future. UNIANV RN

be availed from various individuals.

Moreover, the so-called loans were not repaid
by them for more than 5-6 years despite having
liquid assets in the form of investment in share
market to the tune of Rs 1.39 Crore approx.

Duringinvestigation, the couple could not provide
any justification in respect of the cash seized from
their premises or details of theindividuals fromwhom
the so-called loans were obtained. Investigation
revealed that the illicit money was channelled back
intothe banking systemby projectingthemas untaint-
ed funds and used for acquisition of properties.

The ED had earlier attached three immovable
properties to the extent of Rs. 1.26 Crore (approx.)
i.e. equivalent to the Proceeds of Crime derived by
the accused in the case. UNI ATK GNK
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1 lakh cr RDI scheme to drive India’s tech sovereignty: Jitendra

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, AUG 01: Reaf-
firming the Centre’s commit-
ment to technological self-
reliance, Union Minister Dr.
Jitendra Singh announced that
the government’s 21 lakh crore
Research, Development, and
Innovation (RDI) scheme will
catalyze private sector-led
growthinstrategicand emerg-
ing technologies.

Speaking atthe ASSOCHAM
Conference on “Sovereign Tech
for India’s Digital Transforma-
tion” wunder the theme
‘Bharat@100’, Dr. Singh empha-
sized that theinitiative,anchored
by the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation (ANRF), is
designed to accelerate India’s
journey towards sovereign tech
leadership.

The RDI scheme will offer
long-term, low-interest loans
andrisk capital to fuel deep-tech
innovation, especially in sunrise
sectors.Adedicated Deep-Tech
Fund of Funds will further en-
courage private investment, with
implementation by the Depart-
ment of Science and Technology
(DST).

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s shift toward greater pri-
vate sector collaboration, Dr.
Singhrecalled landmarkreforms
inthe Space and Nuclear sectors,
which propelled India’s space
economy to $8 billion, with pro-
jections ofreaching $40 billion.

Heurged theindustry toseize
the moment, stating, “India’s
technological footprint is ex-
panding, and the world is watch-
ing.”

Citing India’s rise as the

il y Bharath
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ASSOCHAM Conference on
sovereign Tech For India’s
Digital Transformation
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world’s fourth-largest economy,
Dr. Singh credited a decade of

policy reforms and industrial
resilience—evident during the

ASSOCHAM Conference On
Sovereign Tech For India’s
gital Transformation

pandemic, whenIndiadeveloped
and shared indigenous vaccines

globally under the 'Vaccine Mai-
tri' initiative.

He also spotlighted India’s
increasing global stature in ad-
vanced sectors, such as space,
referencing astronaut Shub-
hanshuShukla’sroleinaninter-
national mission as a symbol of
India's credibility on the world
stage.

Touching on the need for
indigenous dataecosystems, Dr.
Singh lauded the Department
of Biotechnology’s success in
establishing the Indian Biologi-
cal Data Centre (IBDC), which
now houses over 10,000 genome
sequences under the Genome
India Project.

Underscoring inclusive in-
novation, herevealed that near-
ly half of Indian startups now
originate from Tier-2 cities, with
growing participation from

womenandtribalentrepreneurs—
supported by targeted govern-
ment schemes.

On Artificial Intelligence, he
advocated a balanced, hybrid
model combining Aland human
intelligence, cautioning against
unchecked automation.

Finally, echoing Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi'’s vision of
a “Viksit Bharat” by 2047, the
Minister highlighted untapped
potential in sectors like Space,
Biotechnology, and the Blue
Economy as key pillars forIndia's
future growth.

The event was attended by
industry leaders including Dr.
Wolfgang Dreikdr (SAP), Sunil
Gupta(YottaDataServices),and
Ranjeet Goswami (TCS), reflect-
ing the strong public-private
synergy driving India’s tech
transformation. (KINS)

BJP committed to inclusive
development, says Ashok Koul in
BJP Akhnoor District meet

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, AUGUST 1: Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
General Secretary(Organization),J&K, Ashok Koul chaired
an organizational meeting of BJP District Akhnoor, led
by District President Kuldeep Raj Sharma.

MLA Mohan Lal Bhagat, DDC Vice-Chairman Suraj
Singh, former MLA Rajeev Sharma, senior leaders
Bushan Bral, Shardha Bhau, Sushma Sharma, Nisha
Bhagat, Shakti Bhagat, Depash Singh, Jugal Dogra,
Inderjeet, Gourav Singh, Neeraj Shastri, Shamsher
Dass, Bodh Raj, Ashok Kumar, and Geeta Rajput, be-
sides District team, Mandal Presidents, General Sec-
retaries, and dedicated activists from across the
district were present in the meeting.

Ashok Koul conducted a focused review of the
programmes executed under the party’s nationwide
campaign ‘Viksit Bharat Ka Amritkaal - Sewa, Su-
shasan, Gareeb Kalyan Ke 11 Saal’. He highlighted
the importance of grassroots initiatives such as Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Sabhas, Choupals, Professional Meets,
Ayushman Bharat Card Camps, exhibitions, and the
tree plantation campaign ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’. He
emphasized that these activities are not just sym-
bolic but reflect BJP’s deep commitment to inclusive
governance and sustainable development.

He urged party workers to ensure that outreach
efforts reflect the concerns and aspirations of all
sections of society, especially the marginalized. “Our
strength lies in our capacity to engage with the
people, understand theirlocalissues, and offer solu-
tions rooted in service and accountability,” Koul
stated and stressed on observing key occasions with
public participation and urged all units to make en-
vironmental conservation, wellness campaigns, and
historical commemorations a regular part of their
agenda.

Mohan Lal Bhagat spoke about the collaborative
work between public representatives and the orga-
nization, noting that this partnership is critical in
ensuring the successful implementation of public
welfare schemes.

Suraj Singh appreciated the energy and devotion
of BJP’s grassroots workers. He called for sharper
booth-level strategies and greater local participation
to fortify the party’s foundation in every ward and
village.

Rajeev Sharmasaid that BJP’s growing public trust
isaresultofits consistent and issue-based approach.
“We don'’t just promise change, we work for it. The
party’s credibility comes from its worker-first ethos
and people-oriented planning,” he said.

In his presidential address, District President Kul-
deep Raj Sharma expressed gratitude to the party
leadership and reaffirmed the unit’s readiness to
take forward all organizational programmes with
renewed vigour. He said that the Akhnoor district
team s fully committed to strengthening the party’s
presence and connection at the booth level, guided
by the principles of service, transparency, and team-
work.

MLA Marh visits Village Manyal Brahmana, listens to people's concerns

m  HT News Desk

MARH, AUGUST 1: MLA Marh,
Surinder Kumar, today visited vil-
lage Manyal Brahmana in Raj-
pura Panchayat, where he inter-
acted with thelocals and listened
to their grievances. The MLA's
visit aimed to understand the
concerns of the villagers and pro-
vide them with necessary support
and guidance.

Surinder Kumar engaged in a
detailed discussion with the vil-
lagers, understanding their prob-
lemsand concerns.The MLAassured
the villagers that he would take
up theirissues with the concerned
departments and work towards
findingasolution.Surinder Kumar's
visit reflects his commitment to
serving the people of his con-
stituency and addressing their
needs.

As an MLA, Surinder Kumar
has been working tirelessly to
improve the lives of his con-
stituents. Some of his notable
initiatives include. He has been
working to improve irrigation
infrastructure in the region, en-
suring that farmers receive ad-
equate water supply for their
crops. The MLA has also focused
on improving power supply in
the areato improve power sce-
nario in Marh constituency.

Surinder Kumar's visit tovillage
Manyal Brahman demonstrates
his dedication to public service
and his commitment to address-
ingthe concernsofhis constituents.
The MLA's efforts are expected to
bring about positive change in the
region, improving the lives of the
people.MLAMarh Surinder Kumar
has emphasized that all-round
development of the Marh con-

stituency is his top priority. He
has been actively engaging with
his constituents, listening to their

concerns, and working towards
resolving issues related to infra-
structure, public services, and

amenities.

MLA Surinder Kumar's devel-
opment initiatives include en-
hancing the quality of roads to
facilitate smooth transportation
and connectivity. Ensuring a
stable power supply to support
agricultural activities, busi-
nesses, and households. Provid-
ing clean water facilities to im-
prove the health and well-being
of residents. Developing public
amenities to enhance the qual-
ity of life for constituents.

Through his efforts, MLA Su-
rinder Kumar aims to bring about
positive change and development
in the Marh constituency, ulti-
mately improving the lives of its
residents. His commitment to
public service and community
development is reflected in his
proactive approach to addressing
the needs of his constituents.

VC SKUAST-Jammu Leads Viksit Bharat Yuva Connect Programme
with Plantation Drive and Youth Centric Initiatives

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, AUGUST 1: Sher-e-Kash-
mir University of Agricultural Sci-
ences and Technology of Jammu
(SKUAST-Jammu) has taken a proactive
step toward realizing the national vi-
sion of Viksit Bharat @2047 by launch-
ing the Viksit Bharat Yuva Connect
Programme (VBYCP) with a major
plantation drive. The drive was kick-
started by Hon’ble Vice Chancellor
Prof. B.N. Tripathi on August 1, 2025,
with the aim of planting 3,000 saplings
in a week. The initiative featured na-
tive and fruit-bearing tree species such
asmango, bael, aonlaand jamun, pro-
moting ecological restoration and
nutritional security. All statutory of-
ficers of the university actively par-
ticipated in the campaign, reflecting
astronginstitutional commitment to
sustainable development.

The VBYCP at SKUAST-Jammu is
being coordinated by Dr. Sanjay Khar,
Director Education, while the Nasha
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan (NMBA) is led
by Dr. Sudhakar Dwivedi, Dean Student
Welfare. The plantation activity was
effectively executed through a col-
laborative effort involving Dr. M.K.
Pandey and Dr. R.K. Pandey, with co-
ordination by Hostel Wardens Dr. A.K.
Singh and Dr. Kapil Tiwari.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof. B.N.
Tripathiemphasized that Viksit Bharat

@2047,as envisioned by Hon’ble Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, goes beyond
adevelopmental sloganand represents
anational movementaimed at trans-
forming Indiainto a developed nation
by its centenary of independence. He
underlined the vital role that aca-
demic institutions must play in this
mission by driving innovation, nurtur-
ing entrepreneurship, and building a
skilled and empowered youth force.
He called for a fundamental shift in
academic priorities moving away from
rotelearningand towards experiential,
problem-solving education thatinspires
students to become job creators rath-
er than job seekers.

Prof. Tripathi further stated that
the youth must be empowered
through a structured ecosystem
grounded in the principles of “idea,
incubation, innovation and start-
up.” He stressed the importance of
integrating skill development, cre-

ativity and curiosity into academ-
ic programs, thereby laying the
foundation for a resilient, self-re-
liant India. He also highlighted the
growing role of agricultural uni-
versities in contributing to climate-
resilient farming, sustainable rural
livelihoods, and national food se-
curity; all of which align with the
broader objectives of Viksit Bharat.

Acknowledging the progressive
leadership of Hon’ble Lieutenant
Governor Shri Manoj Sinha, Prof.,
Tripathinoted that Jammu and Kash-
mir has witnessed substantial strides
inbothinfrastructure and education.
He expressed gratitude for the con-
tinuous supportextended by the UT
administration and the Chief Min-
ister’s Office, which has enabled
SKUAST-Jammu to overcome sys-
temic hurdles and implement na-
tional flagship programs effectively
at the grassroots level.

IIM Jammu, HPCL Ink MoU for Academic-Industry Ties

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, AUGUST 1: The In-
dianInstitute of Management (IIM)
Jammu, under the visionary lead-
ership of Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director,
[IM Jammu, and Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation Limited (HPCL),
one of India’s premier public sec-
tor enterprises, have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU)on 01st Aug 2025 to estab-
lish a robust framework for aca-
demic-industry collaboration.

The MoU aims to foster mu-
tuallearning, leadership develop-
ment, capacity building, and col-
laborative knowledge creation
between the two institutions to
establish a long-term strategic
partnership focused on capacity
building, consultancy, research,
case development, and academic
collaboration. The MoU was signed

®© 00 ©

during a Virtual Connect (VC)
meeting held on 1st August 2025
and marks asignificant milestone
in building strong institutional
linkages. The [IM Jammu delega-
tion was led by Prof. B.S. Sahay,
Director, IIM Jammu. The ceremo-
ny was attended by senior repre-
sentatives frombothorganizations.
FromHPCL, theattendeesincluded
Ms. Sapana Shrikanth, Chief Gen-
eral Manager - Capability Building,
HPCLand Mr.Prabhat Kumar, Senior
Manager - HR, Capability Building,
HPCL.Presenton the occasionwere
Prof. Sanjeev Pathak, Chairperson,
Executive Education and Consul-
tancy, [IM Jammu, Prof. Rajesh
Sikka, Co-Chairperson, Executive
Education and Consultancy, IIM
Jammu and Cmdr Kesavan Bask-
karan (R), CAO, IIM Jammu,
Speaking on the occasion, Prof.
B.S. Sahay, Director, [IM Jammu,

emphasized that the MoU stands
as a testament to the Institute’s
unwavering commitment to build-
ing a dynamic interface between
academia and industry. He noted
that the partnership with HPCL
would pave the way for co-devel-
oping future-ready professionals
equipped with industry-relevant
skills, strategic thinking, and a
problem-solvingmindset.He further
highlighted that the collaboration
would alsoenable HPCLtoleverage
cutting-edge academic knowledge,
research, and executive education
tostrengthenitsleadership pipeline.
He reiterated that such initiatives
areinalignmentwith [IM Jammu’s
broadervisionof contributingmean-
ingfully tothe national goal of Viksit
Bharat 2047.

Ms. Sapana Shrikanth, Chief
General Manager - Capability Build-
ingatHPCL, shared thatthe partner-

ship with [IM Jammu is a positive
step in HPCLs ongoing focus on
employeelearninganddevelopment.
She mentioned that the collabora-
tion will offer employees opportu-
nities to benefit from academic
resourcesand structured programs
designed to support their profes-
sional growth.She added that HPCL
hopes to work closely with [IM
Jammu to create relevant learning
modules, contribute to research
efforts,and support capacity-build-
ing activities in a structured and
consistent manner. Prof. Sanjeev
Pathak, Chairperson, Executive
Educationand Consultancy (EE&C),
[IM Jammu, stated that the MoU
reflects [IM Jammu'’s strong com-
mitment to empowering Public
Sector Enterprises and supporting
Government of India initiatives
through high-impact executive
education and training programs.

He emphasized thatthis collabora-
tion underscores the importance
of linking academia with industry
toaddressemerging challengesand
foster innovation-driven growth.

As part of this collaboration,
HPCLwill offer summerinternship
opportunitiestollMJammustudents
at its locations across India, par-
ticipateincourse curriculumdesign
to align academic offerings with
industryneeds,andfacilitatelectures
by subject matter experts. IIM
Jammu will conduct customized
ManagementDevelopmentPrograms
(MDPs), short-term workshops,and
long-duration certificate programs
tailored toHPCLs training require-
ments. The Institute will also offer
opportunities for HPCLemployees
to pursue its Executive MBA and
Ph.D.programs, fosteringadvanced
learningand researchamongwork-
ing professionals.

PM’s Matru Vandana Yojana is
milestone in strengthening
maternal healthcare: Rekha

Mahajan

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, AUGUST 1: Rekha Mahajan, Vice President
of BJP Jammu and Kashmir UT, has described the
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY)as
a transformative step toward ensuring better ma-
ternal and child healthcare in the Union Territory.

She stated that the scheme aligns with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of “Healthy Mother,
Healthy Nation,” and plays a critical role in empow-
ering women through financial and nutritional sup-
port during pregnancy.

Speaking at a programme, Mahajan highlighted
the scheme’s significant role inempowering pregnant
and lactating women by providing financial assistance
to ensure better health and nutrition.

Mahajan emphasized that the PM Matru Vandana
Yojana directly addresses critical challenges faced
by expecting and new mothers by offering a cash
incentive of Rs 5,000 in three installments. This fi-
nancial support encourages timely antenatal care,
institutional deliveries, and breastfeeding, which
are essential for reducing maternal and infant mor-
tality rates.

Mahajan stated that the Yojana aligns perfect-
ly with the government’s vision of a healthier India
and complements other welfare initiatives aimed
at improving the quality of life for women and
children.

Rekha Mahajan called upon all eligible women
in Jammu and Kashmir to take full advantage of the
benefits offered under PMMVY. She assured that the
BJP-led administration is committed to ensuring
smooth implementation and outreach of the scheme
across both urban and rural areas.

Mahajan reiterated that the Prime Minister’s Ma-
tru Vandana Yojana is a milestone in strengthening
maternal healthcare and empowering women, which
will have long-term positive impacts onsociety’s over-
all health and development in Jammu and Kashmir.
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MLA Nizamuddin Bhat’s Efforts
Lead to Approval of Separate JK
Bank Cluster in Bandipora fonepicin st e Ot ot

m HT News Desk / DIPR ST e i . GH MOHD WANI F/O LATE MOHD ASHRAF WANI
: ‘ . [ Secretary and the JK Bank Chairman R/O KREERT BARAMULLLA

for understanding the urgency and
acting in the interest of Bandipora’s
residents.”

The creation of a dedicated bank- H H ] H
ing cluster is expected to signifi- Pu bllc Nonce PUbIIC NOtlce
cantly improve access to financial
services in the region. Residents will
no longer have to travel long dis-
tances for routine banking needs and
the new zone is anticipated to boost
economic prospects for local youth
and entrepreneurs by facilitating
smoother financial transactions and
support.

This development marks a step
forward in decentralizing financial
infrastructure and promoting inclu-

Srinagar, Saturday
02-August-2025
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Public Notice Public Notice

My Name and My Parentage wrongly mentioned in my
Bank Account and Pass Book as Mohd Assadullah Trumboo
S/O Gul Mohd Trumboo instead of my Name as Assadullah
Wani and my Parentage as Gulle Joo Wani.Now I am applying
for its correction if anybody have any objection in this regard
He/She may contact Manager J&K Bank Branch Kreeri within
seven days from the publication of this notice after that no
objection will be entertained.

ASSADULLAH WANI S/0 GULLE JOO WANI
R/O KREERI BARAMULLLA

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

I have lost Death Certificate of My Son Mohd Ashraf Wani
S/0 GH Mohd Wani issued on 03-02-2003.Now i am applying
for its duplicate if anybody have any objection in this regard
He/She may contact concerned Authorities within seven days

BANDIPORA, AUG 1: In a signifi-
cant administrative breakthrough
forthedistrict, Bandipora hassecured
approval for a separate Jammu and
Kashmir Bank cluster, thanks to the
persistent efforts of local MLA Niza-
muddin Bhat.

Welcoming the development, Bhat
expressed sincere gratitude to the
Hon’ble Chief Minister, the Chief Sec-
retary and the Chairman of J&RK Bank
for their swift response to the long-
pending demand.

"This decision will go a long way
in easing the financial hardships of
our people”,Bhat said. “I am deeply

It is hereby notified that my daughter's dob has been
incorrectly mentioned on his Adhar card, 470380044811 as
DOB 07/04/2011 while his correct DOB is 11/07/2010,Namely,
Neelofar jaan as per school record now I have applied for the
correction. If anybody having any objection in this regard he/
she may file his/her objection concerned authority /UIDAI
office within a period of 07 days after that no objection will
be accepted.

My Name and My Parentage wrongly mentioned in my
Bank Account and Pass Book as Mohd Assadullah Trumboo
S/0 Gul Mohd Trumboo instead of my Name as Assadullah
Wani and my Parentage as Gulle Joo Wani .Now I am applying
for its correction if anybody have any objection in this regard
He/She may contact Manager J&K Bank Branch Kreeri within
seven days from the publication of this notice after that no
objection will be entertained.

ASSADULLAH WANI S/O GULLE JOO WANI

Name: Neelofar Jaan, DOB: 11/07/2010
D/o: Ghulam Mohammad Wani
R/o: Krumhoora, Tehsil: Zachaldara,

thankful to the Hon’ble CM, the Chief

sive growth across the district.

R/O KREERI BARAMULLLA

Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan:
Awareness
programme on drug abuse
conducted at GGHSS
Chanapora
B HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUG01: As partof the ongoing Nasha
Mukt J&K Abhiyan, Cultural Unit Srinagar of the
Department of Information & Public Relations (DIPR),
in collaboration with Government Girls Higher
Secondary School (GGHSS) Chanapora, held astirring
short play-based awareness programme focused
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on the menace of drug abuse.

The powerful performance by a local theatre
group vividly portrayed the real-life consequences
of substance addiction and left a deep emotional
impact on students and staff alike.

Students appreciated the meaningful content
and conveyed theirinterestin witnessing more such
thought-provoking events.

Sameena Wani, Principal of the institution,
applauded theinitiative and emphasized the impor-
tance of early intervention and awareness.

Burhan Hussain, Cultural Officer, DIPR, also
addressed the gathering, highlighting the role of art
in social reform.

The programme ended with a unified pledge
against drug abuse, with a collective resolve to
promote a healthy and addiction-free society.
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Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Wagoora

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development
Officer Wagoora)/ chokedar has submitted case file pertaining
to Death of ZAIBA BEGUM GM/O SAKEENA BEGUM R/O
WATERGAM  Tehsil WAGOORA Distt. Baramulla having
verified the date of Death as 15/01 /2015 and event has
been shown to be occured at HOME for issuance of delay
order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay
order of death certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Wagoora

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Wagoora

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development
Officer Wagoora)/ chokedar has submitted case file pertaining
to Death of RAFEEQA BEGUM  W/O MOHD YOUSUF R/O
WATERGAM Tehsil  WAGOORA Distt. Baramulla having
verified the date of Death as 23/08 /2016 and event has
been shown to be occured at HOME for issuance of delay
order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of death certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Wagoora

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining to Birth
of RAJA BEGUM D/O GHULAM MOHAMMAD YATOO R/O
DULETPORA Tehsil kreeri  Distt. Baramulla having verified
the date of Birth as 21/07/1950 and event has been shown
to be occured at home for issuance of delay order .In this
connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Dist: Kupwaa

Public Notice

(NAME CORRECTION)

It is hereby notified that the following corrections have
been made in the names as per official records:

Name Correction:

Old Name: Tasadugq Yasin.

New Name: Tasaduq Yasin Makhdoomi

Anyone having any objection to the above-mentioned corrections
may kindly contact the Passport Office at the earliest.

Public Notice

(NAME CORRECTION)

It is hereby notified that the following corrections have
been made in the names as per official records:

Name Correction:

Old Name: Vaheeda Aktar

New Name: Waheeda Akhter

Anyone having any objection to the above-mentioned
corrections may kindly contact the BOSE.

Public Notice

My son's mother's name has been wrongly written as
AFROZA BEGUM in school record while his correct mother's
name is ROZI BEGUM as per aadhar record which needs to
be corrected if anybody having any objection in this regard
he /she may file his /her objection in the office of ZEO WAGOORA
/ GOVT HIGH SCHOOL WATERGAM within seven days from
the publication of this notice after that no objection will be
entertained.

Name: Rozi Begum, M/o: Haris Shabir
Zone: Wagoora

Office Of The Deputy Drugs Controller, Drug And Food

Control Orgn. Kashmir Division, Bemina, Srinagar
TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders affixed with renvue Stamp of Rs.2/- are invited from Registered Furniture repairing agencies for repairs of below

mentioned Furniture items.

The concerned agency holders may visit the office of the undersigned during office hours to examine the repair work which is to be
conducted enabling them to submit their tenders accordingly. The tenders should reach this office within Seven days from the date of

publication the newspaper.

S.No Name of the item to be repaired Quantity
01 Wooden Chairs 31 No's
02 Bench 02 No's
03 Sofa Chairs 12 No's
04 Wooden Bench 01 No

The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any quotation without assigning any reason thereof:

No: DFO/K/Acctt/475 | Dated: 30-07-2025

DIPK: 4656/25 | Dated: 01-08-2025

Sd/- Deputy Drugs Controller,
Drug and Food Control Orgn. Kashmir

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining to Death
of MOHAMMAD AKBAR LONE S/O ABDUL RAHMAN LONE R/O
KHISIPORA Tehsil KREERI  Distt. Baramulla having verified
the date of death as 11/10/2002 and event has been shown
to be occured at HOME for issuance of delay order .In this
connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Death certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Room No 12, Huda Ash Central Market, Abi Guzar Lalchowk, Srinagar
email: srpixels2021@gmail.com
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Public Notice

I have lost Death Certificate of My Son Mohd Ashraf Wani
S/0 GH Mohd Wani issued on 03-02-2003.Now i am applying
for its duplicate if anybody have any objection in this regard
He/She may contact concerned Authorities within seven days
from the publication of this notice after that no objection will
be entertained.

GH MOHD WANI F/O LATE MOHD ASHRAF WANI
R/O KREERI BARAMULLLA

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

Department of Agriculture Production & Farmer’s Welfare
Lalmandi Srinagar Kashmir
AUCTION NOTICE

Sealed Auction Notice is hereby called for auction of Grass/Weed cutting at Lavender Farm Sirhama as per the details mentioned
below. Interested parties are informed to quote the rates in respect of material to be auctioned on following terms and conditions.
The rates should reach to the office of S.M.Farm Sirhama on 06.08.2025 (Wednesday) till 12.30 pm through sealed envelop in

prescribed format.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

1. That the offered rates must be accompanied with a CDR of 2% of the minimum reserve price pledged to Accounts Officer
Directorate of Agriculture Kashmir or can deposit cash deposit of Rs.3000.00 (Rupees Three Thousand Only) at the time of auction

before the Auction Committee.

2. That the interested party can inspect the material at S.M.Farm Sirhama on any working day during the Office hour’s upto

06.08.2025.

3. That no tenderer is allowed to submit the tender below the minimum reserved rates, otherwise his cash deposit/CDR will be

forfeited.

4. That the offered rates shall be opened on same date at 1:00 pm in the office chambers’ of S.M.Farm Sirhama in presence

of bidders who wish to be present.

5. That if the quoted rate is found below Minimum Reserve Bid his/her earnest money deposit will be forfeited.

6. That the Auction Committee shall be at liberty to accept or reject the bids without assigning any reasons thereof.

7. That the Successful bidders shall have to deposit 100% bid amount immediately after he/she is declared successful bidder.

8. In case the successful bidder fails to make the payment in full within stipulated time, his/ her earnest money shall be forfeited
& award of bid will be given to second highest bidder on the rates offered by Ist highest bidder.

9. That in case any dispute arises between the parties, the matter will be referred to Director Agriculture, Kashmir and his

decision shall be binding on both the parties.

10. The CDR’s in respect of unsuccessfull bidders will be released after three days duly applied by the bidder to Member

Secretary Auction Committee (Accounts Officer).

11. That the interested party can inspect the material at respective Areas as mentioned above on any working day during the

office hours upto 06.08.2025.

12. The successful bidder shall have to use the area without causing damage to other plantation/infrastructure of the farm

area.

The detail of the material to be auctioned is given as under:-

S.No | Name of the Farm Particular

Approximate | Minimum Reserve
Quantity (Ha) | Price (Rs.)

01 Sirhama Bijbehara Anantnag Farm

Grass/Weed cutting at Lavender farm Sirhama | 5

7500/Ha

DIPK: 4658/25 | Dated: 01-08-2025

Sd/-

Accounts Officer,
(Member Secretary (A.C.)
Directorate of Agriculture,
Kashmir
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Law Department unveils first of its kind “Citizen Centric
Services” initiative to boost legal access in J&K

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 01: In a sig-
nificant move to enhance the citizen
services, the Department of Law, Jus-
tice & Parliamentary Affairs today
presented to the Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo a new initiative on ‘Citizen
Centric Services'.

The presentation, led by Secretary
Law, Achal Sethi, in presence of Sec-
retary, IT, Dr Piyush Singla; SIO, NIC,
JS Modi and others detailed a com-
prehensive plan to leverage a mobile
application and helpline to provide a
wide range oflegal and administrative
services to the public.

The initiative is structured into
ten distinct modules, each designed
to simplify public access to key ser-
vicesincluding Legal Aid/Advice Mod-
ule. This module would help the citi-
zens to seek legal aid and advice via
amobile app or helpline. The module
will connect them with Legal Aid
Counsels and Pro Bono Counsels and
provide contact details for the State
and District Legal Services Authorities

(SLSA/DLSA).

The mobile application will provide
easy access to both Central and UT
Acts,Rules & Notifications, with links
tothe Law Department's website and

the India Code website.

It will have unique feature of
providing enrolment process, wel-
fare schemes, notary and oath com-
missioner services and a list of gov-

ernment advocates besides standing
counsels and career guidance for
Advocates. App will provide unique
features for guiding the citizens for
registration of documents and reg-

istration of marriages under differ-
ent Laws.

This module will offer a list of
MLAs with their contact details, in-
formation on legislative business,
committee reports,and Q&Asinthe
Legislative Assembly. It will also
provide a link to live proceedings
and a platform for public opinion on
draft legislation.

The mobile app will also feature
information onvarious courts, includ-
ing the Supreme Court, High Court
and District Courts, along with cause
lists and the status of cases. It will also
provides information on landmark
judgments and details of courts and
their locations.

The module further envisages guid-
ing citizens on law-related education,
providing a list of National Law Uni-
versities (NLUs)and local universities
offering law courses. It will also offer
advice fromlegal experts on how and
when to apply.

The citizens can also find details
ontheregistration process, including
office locations, model templates, a

checklist of required documents and
alist of stamp vendors.

An Al-powered chatbot will be
available to assist with various legal
issues for the assistance of all. The
final module allows for submission of
grievances, complaints, and feedback,
withasystem for generating acknowl-
edgements and replies.

The implementation of these ser-
vicesisaimed atincreasing the trans-
parency, improving access to justice
and enhancing the overall efficiency
ofthelegal and parliamentary affairs
department for the citizens of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Calling the initiative a milestone
in public service delivery, the Chief
Secretary underscored its potential
toserveasanational model. He urged
the departments to work in close
coordination to ensure its timely and
effective rollout. “This platform re-
flects our commitment to legal em-
powerment and inclusive governance.
It will transform legal aid into a
truly accessible right for every citi-
zen,” he added.

B'la hosts felicitation ceremony under Sampoornata
Abhiyan to celebrate grassroots achievements

m HT News Desk / DIPR

BARAMULLA, AUGUST 01: District administration
Baramulla organized the Sampoornata Abhiyan Samaan
Samaroh at Dak Bungalow Baramulla to honor the out-
standing achievements during the Sampoornata Abhiyan,
alandmark initiative held from July to September 2024.

The Sampoornata Abhiyan focused on achieving 100%
saturation of six key performance indicators in both As-
pirational Districts and Aspirational Blocks. Baramulla
district successfully achieved this goal, earning a Gold
Medal forits performance in both the Aspirational District
Programme (ADP)and the Aspirational Block Programme

(ABP).

The event was attended by MLA Pattan, Riyaz Ahmad
Bedar; Deputy Commissioner Baramulla, Minga Sherpa;
Chief Planning Officer Baramulla, district and sectoral
officers, field staff, frontline workers, who were felici-
tated for their contributions toward achieving 100% satu-
ration of key indicators under the Sampoornata Abhiyan.

During the function, a video message from the CEO of
NITI Aayog was played, in which he appreciated the efforts
of the district administration Baramulla for their exem-

regions.

achieve.”

delivery.

plary commitment and results under the Sampoornata
Abhiyan. He stated that Baramulla has emerged as alead-
ing district in the implementation of development pro-
grammes and serves as a model for other aspirational

MLA Pattan, in his remarks, appreciated the work done
by the administration and supporting staff. He said, “Pro-
grammes like Sampoornata Abhiyan reflect the govern-
ment’s commitment to equitable development. Baram-
ulla’s performance is an encouraging example of what
focused teamwork and mission-driven governance can

Addressing the occasion, Deputy Commissioner ac-
knowledged the efforts of the field staff, frontline workers,
and officials for their coordinated work, which has led to
tangible progress across various sectors. He added that
thedistrictadministration remains committed to deliver-
ing inclusive development and effective public service

The event provided an opportunity for departments
to take stock of their performance under the Abhiyan and
to continue efforts toward strengthening service delivery
and improving developmental indicators across the district.

DC Pulwama reviews preparedness for Har

Ghar Tiranga campaign 2025
DC Urges Festive Vibe, Mass Participation

m HT News Desk / DIPR

PULWAMA, AUGUST 01: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Pulwama, Dr.
Basharat Qayoom today chaired a
comprehensive meeting at Circuit
House Pulwama to review the action
planand arrangements for the upcom-
ing Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 2025
and related activities.

At the outset, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Pulwama presented a
detailed PowerPoint presentation
outlining the scheduled activities un-
der the campaign. The chair was ap-
prised that the plan spans from 2nd
to 15th August divided into three
phases and includes a wide range of
initiatives such as wall paintings, flag
hoisting ceremonies, cultural pro-

grammes, Tiranga rallies, Tiranga
Melas, and community engagement
drives.

DCinstructed all departments to
actively coordinate for the smooth
execution of planned activities and
ensure wide public involvement. He
stressed the need to create a festive
and patriotic atmosphere across the
district through community mobilisa-
tion, inclusive participation, and fer-
vent celebrations while adhering to
flag code and other protocols.

Dr.Qayoom alsodirected the con-
cerned departments to integrate ac-
tivities such as Swachh Sujal Gaon
pledges, community clean-up drives,
cleanliness of WaSH assets, awareness
programmes on sanitation and water
conservation, culminatingin flag hoist-

ing ceremonies at key WaSH infra-
structure sitesincluding Amrit Sarovars
and prominent public places.

Additionally, he directed that an
adequate number of national flags be
made available across the district by
involving Self Help Groups (SHGs) in
their production and distribution.

The meeting was attended by all
district and sectoral officers, officers
of Police and Paramilitary Forces and
other stakeholders.

DC Kupwara
reviews preparations

SAATHI scheme: DLSA Shopian organises Aadhar registration

for ‘Har Ghar Tirangad’
Campaign 2025

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

KUPWARA, AUGUST 1: The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kupwara, Ms. Ayushi Sudan today
chaired a comprehensive meeting of officers to re-
view the preparations for the upcoming ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign 2025 as part of the Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav celebrations.

The ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign 2025 is aimed
to scale up public participation across all panchay-
ats, urban wards, educational institutions and
prominent locations. The celebrations shall com-
mence from 2nd to 15th August in three phases.

In the first phase which shall be held from
2nd to 8th August, the activities will involve
decorating of school walls, display of exhibi-
tions; organizing Tirganga Rangoli competitions
across schools, colleges, public places and other
activities. During the 2nd phase which will be
held from 9th to 12th August, a big event- Tiran-
ga Mahotsav will be held with focus on local
products, products of SHGs, sale of Tiranga color
theme items, besides selfie-booths to be promi-
nently displayed and facilitated with proper
branding for encouraging selfie uploads on the
harghartiranga website. Tiranga bike rally to be
organized also during the 2nd phase.

During the 3rd and last phase from 13th to 15th
August, flag hoisting ceremonies and lighting of
government buildings, educational institutions,
hotels, offices, bridges etc will be done.

During the meeting, the Deputy Commissioner
emphasized the importance of widespread partici-
pation in the campaign. She directed all depart-
ments to ensure effective coordination for the dis-
tribution of flags, awareness generation, and mo-
bilization at grassroots level. She directed the offi-
cers to involve school children, youth clubs, self-
help groups, and civil society in awareness drives
and flag-hoisting events across the district.

The DC also reviewed logistics for procurement
and distribution of national flags to households
and public institutions, stressing transparency and
efficiency in the process.

The meeting was attended by ADC Kupwara
Gulzar Ahmad, ACR Kupwara, SDM Lolab, ACD,
CEO, Tehsildar, BDOs and other concerned.

®© 00 ©

camp for marginalised children at Shadab Karewa

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SHOPIAN, AUGUST 01: In a
significant step towards ensuring
legalidentity and inclusive access
towelfare schemes, District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA) Shop-
ian commenced a three-day Aad-
haarregistration camp under the
SAATHI campaign (Survey for
Aadhaar and Access to Tracking
& Holistic Inclusion).

The camp focuses on Aadhaar
enrolment of vulnerable and
marginalized children, par-
ticularly those who are or-
phaned, in street situations or
otherwise deprived of basic
documentation.

The inaugural session of the
campaign was held at Govt. High
School Shadab Karewa, and was
inaugurated by Mehmood Ahmad
Chowdhary, Chairman, DLSA Shop-

ian in the presence of SAATHI
committee membersand frontline
legal services functionaries.

The initiative aligns with the
broader vision of the Legal Ser-
vices Authority J&K & National
Legal Services Authority (NALSA)
toensure thatnochild s left behind
due tolack of Aadhaar identifica-
tion, particularly those belonging
to marginalized, destitute, and
at-risk groups.

Duringthefirstday ofthe camp,
16 children were registered for
Aadhaar, earlieridentified through
prior field surveys conducted by
the SAATHI committee in coordi-
nation with various stakeholders
including educational institutions,
child welfare officers, and local
outreach workers.

Theregistration process was
facilitated by Aadhaar operators
deputed in coordination with

the districtadministration, with
assistance from PLVs of DLSA
Shopian, who ensured smooth
documentation, verification,
and support for the children
and their guardians throughout
the process.

The event was attended by
members of the SAATHI commit-
tee, DLSA staff, PLVs, and other
field functionaries associated with
the campaign.

DC Budgam chairs preparatory meeting for
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign-2025

m HT News Desk / DIPR

BUDGAM, AUGUST 01: In view
of the upcoming Har Ghar Tiranga
campaign, 2025 under the aegis of
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, a prepara-
tory meeting was convened today
under the chairmanship of Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Budgam, Dr. Bilal
Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat, here in the con-
ference hall of DC office, Budgam.

The meeting was aimed at review-
ing preparedness, mobilizing inter-
departmental coordination, and
issuing detailed instructions for the
smooth and impactful execution of
the campaign across the district.

As per the National Implementa-
tion Committee (NIC) directives is-
sued onJuly 24,2025, the campaign
will run from 2nd to 15th August
2025 in three structured phases,
focusing on grassroots participation,
cultural unity, and national pride.

Under Phase I (2nd-8th August),
Tiranga-themed decorations shall
be prepared in schools besides Art
and Rangoli competitions, Rakhi-
making workshops etc. Also Tiranga
Weaves and Threads shall be prepared
showcasing traditional crafts.

Similarly, under Phase Il which
will commence from 9th and culmi-

nates on 12th August, Tiranga Ma-
hotsav comprising Mela and Concert
shall be held, besides display and
sale oflocal Tiranga-themed products,
organization of Tiranga Rallies, Cycle/
Bike Yatraas, and lighting/decor of
markets, Selfie booths to encourage
mass participation via the national
portal website, ie, www.hargharti-
ranga.com

Also, PhaseIll from 13th-15th Au-
gust will focus on Flag hoisting cer-
emonies at all government, institu-
tional, and public places, mass upload
of ‘Selfies with Tiranga’ by citizens
etc.

On the occasion, DC emphasised
that Har Ghar Tiranga is not merely
a symbolic gesture, but a national
movement that fosters unity, respect
for the Tricolour, and a deep sense
of patriotism among the citizens.

Hedirected all concerned depart-
ments and field functionaries to
ensure active janbhagidari through
inclusive programs at every level.

DrBilal stressed for strict adher-
ence to flag code and sensitise the
public about its respectful use. He
directed officers for facilitation of
dedicated selfie booths and digital
uploads to the national portal.

He nominated ADC Budgam as

overall nodal officer of the events in
the district and also directed SDMs,
ACD, and EOs of municipalities to
look after the events in their respec-
tive jurisdictions.

DC further stated, “This is an op-
portunity forevery household tobecome
aproud participantinthe nation-build-
ing narrative. We must make this cam-
paign a mass movement in its true
spirit.”

DrBilal said that the districtadmin-
istration will ensure close monitoring
of the campaign through designated
nodal officers, while on-ground imple-
mentation will be regularly inspected
inrealtime toensureeffective execution.
Daily progresswill be reviewed toensure
100% coverage of activities and visibil-
ity in both urban and rural areas of the
district, he stated.

Onthe occasion, SSPBudgam also
apprised of the campaign framework
and assured adequate security ar-
rangements during Tiranga rallies,
mega events, and public gatherings
throughout the district.

The meeting was attended by SSP
Budgam, Nikhil Borkar; ADC, GM
DIC, ACR, ACD, Principals of all Gov-
ernment Degree Colleges of Budgam,
Dy. CEO, DEPO, Principals of all
Higher Secondary Schools.

D&FCO J&K prohibits
use of synthetic food colours
in prepared (ready-to- eat)
Food items

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, AUGUST 01: Drug Administration,
Drugs & Food Control Organization, J&K today pro-
hibited the use of synthetic food colours in prepared
(ready-to- eat) Food Items available in markets.

As per an official statement issued here, it was
informed that the recent analytical reports of Na-
tional Food Laboratory Ghaziabad has revealed that
certain food samples of prepared food viz. Kabab,
Biryani, Pickles and Chicken Tikka, have been found
unsafe due to the presence of syntheticfood colours,
like Carmoisine, Tartrazine, and Erythrosine.

“In terms of Regulation 3.1.2 and Appendix A of
the Food Safety and Standards (Food Products Stan-
dards and Food Additives) Regulations, 2011, use of
Synthetic food colours is prohibited in prepared food
items such as Wazwan, Biryani, Pickles, and other
meat-based preparations (ready-to-eat),” read the
official communication. The presence of such pro-
hibited synthetic colours poses a serious risk to pub-
lic health. In terms of Section 59 of the Food Safety
and Standards Act, 2006, such violations are punish-
able and may attract Imprisonment for a term which
may extend to three months, and also with Fine
which may extend up to  3,00,000(three lakhs).

Meanwhile D&FCO has sought cooperation of all
stakeholders to ensure that only safe, wholesome
food reaches the consumer.
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Rana applauds Mankote’s grassroots transformation,
national recognition under NITI AYOG's ABP

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

POONCH, AUG 01: Minister
for Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology
& Environment and Tribal Af-
fairs, Javed Ahmed Rana, today
lauded the district administra-
tion Poonch and the local com-
munity including PRIs for their
collective efforts in driving
remarkable development in
Block Mankote, which has
earned national recognition
under NITI Aayog’s flagship
Aspirational Block Programme
(ABP).

Addressing a felicitation
ceremony organized by the
district administration at Dak
Bungalow, Poonch, Rana cel-
ebrated the transformational
achievements of Mankote Block,
which, he said, has emerged as
aleading example of successful

grassroots governance and
community-driven develop-
ment.

The Minister underscored
that Mankote’s rise, from a re-
mote, underserved block to one
of the top-performingblocks in
the country, epitomizes the
power of focused implementa-
tion, responsive administration
and local participation.

“Mankote’s journey is not
only astory ofimpressive rank-
ings,itisastory of determination,
of resilience and of belief. It re-
flects the commitment of our
frontline workers, the synergy
between the departments and
the faith of the people that de-
velopment must be inclusive,
equitable and far-reaching,” the
Minister said.

He highlighted that the trans-
formation was significantly ac-

celerated during the 90 days
focused saturation campaign
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that aimed to achieve key de-
velopment milestones across

priority sectors such as health,
nutrition, education, agriculture
and financial inclusion.

The campaign was marked
by high-level interdepartmental
coordination and robust com-
munity engagement, resulting
in measurable improvements
on the ground.

Rana proudly noted that
Mankote Block had secured the
9th rank among 500 Aspira-
tional Blocks across the country
and the top positionin the Jam-
mu Division, a feat that can be
described as a “milestone in
Poonch’s development trajec-
tory.”

However, the Minister cau-
tioned against complacency,
emphasizing that the recognition
should serve as a springboard
for deeper and more sustained
development.

“This is not the end, it’s the
beginning of a renewed mission.
Let this achievement inspire us
topushfurther,reach higherand
ensure that every household,
especiallyinborderand far-flung
areas, feels the impact of gover-
nance. We must carry forward
this momentum with greater
integrity, inclusiveness and in-
novation,” he said.

Reiterating the Omar
Abdullah-led Government'’s
unwavering commitment to
rural transformation, Rana
called for strengthening the
institutional support for Self-
Help Groups (SHGs), fostering
convergence among line de-
partments and investing in
long-term sustainable liveli-
hood models.

He affirmed that his minis-
tries would provide full support

inscalingup such transformative
efforts to other underdeveloped
blocks in the district.

The felicitation event was
not only a celebration of
Mankote’s accomplishments
butalsoamoment of reflection
and commitment, a call to up-
hold the spirit of participatory
governance and citizen-centric
development.

The Minister personally ac-
knowledged the contributions
of frontline workers, PRIs, de-
partmental officials and civil
society leaders who played a
pivotal role in the block’s rise.

District Development Com-
missioner Poonch, Vikas Kundal,
appreciated all the stakeholders
and assured to continue building
upon the momentum generated
through the Aspirational Block
Programme

Rana launches Akaanksha
Haat in Poonch

Reasi braces for 7-Day Aakansha Haat, Sampoornata Samman Samaroh

HT News Desk / DIPR
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poornata Abhiyan held from July

m HT News Desk / DIPR

POONCH, AUGUST 01: Minister for Jal Shakti,
Forest, Ecology & Environment and Tribal Affairs,
Javed Ahmed Rana, today inaugurated the Akaank-
sha Haat, a landmark initiative aimed at fostering
rural enterprises and empowering grassroots com-

munities across the region.

The launching event saw enthusiastic participa-
tion from Self-Help Groups (SHGs), local artisans,
government officials and members of the public,
marking a significant stride towards inclusive and

sustainable rural development.

Established under the Deendayal Antyodaya Yo-
jana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM),
the Akaanksha Haat has been conceptualised as a
dedicated platform for SHGs and rural artisans to
display, promote and sell their products.

The initiative is rooted in the core objectives of

at 10:00 AM.

REASI, AUGUST 01: Deputy
Commissioner Nidhi Malik today
chaired a meeting to finalize ar-
rangements for two major upcom-
ing events—the Sampoornata
Abhiyan Samman Samaroh and
thelaunch of the 7-day Aakansha
Haat at the Spiritual Growth Cen-
ter, Katrascheduled for 2nd August

The Deputy Commissioner

Aakansha Haat, a week-long
eventaimed at promoting local
crafts, SHG products and farm-
ers’ produce. The event will
feature exhibitions and sales,
while also serving as a platform
for public awareness and on-
the-spotdelivery of government
welfare schemes.

DC Nidhi Malik directed all
departments to set up stalls of-
fering services, products, and

lic. Banks will also extend on-spot
support for loan-related services.
She further added that outstand-
ing stalls, artisans with unique
products and highest sales will
receive special recognition and
felicitation.

In the same meeting, the DC
Reasialsoreviewed preparations
forthe Sampoornata Abhiyan Sam-
man Samaroh, which will honor
the achievements under the Sam-

toSeptember 2024. The campaign
focused on achieving saturation
of six critical indicators in Aspi-
rational Districts and Blocks.
Thakrakote Block has shown ex-
ceptional progress, with other
areas nearing completion of key
targets. The Samaroh will recog-
nize the contributions of officials,
frontline workers and stakehold-
ers who played a key role in this
milestone.

Emphasising the importance
of coordination and proactive
participation, the Deputy Com-
missioner directed all depart-
ments to ensure smooth execu-
tion and meaningful commu-
nity engagement during both
events.

The meeting was attended by
ADDC Sukhdev Singh Samyal, CPO
Narinder Kumar, PO ICDS, LDM,
CMO and other concerned officers
from line departments.

Udhampur: 80 loan assistance cases approved
under Mission YUVA scheme

m HT News Desk / DIPR

POSHAN PROJECT ASSAR

WELCOME

DPO reviews PMMVY special registration
drive at Poshan Project Assar

SH. AKHTER HUSSAIN QAZ|, JKAS

District Programme Officer, Mission Poshan Dodz |

promoting rural entrepreneurship, advancing wom-
en’s empowerment and enhancing livelihood op-

portunities in border and tribal areas.

During the inaugural ceremony, the Minister
visited a diverse range of stalls showcasing handmade
textiles, eco-friendly crafts, organic produce and

processed local foods.

Rana appreciated the creativity, craftsmanship
and cultural richness reflected in the exhibits and
commended the artisans for their dedication towards

preserving regional traditions.

Reaffirming the Omarled government’s commit-
ment to grassroots economic development, the Min-
isteremphasized the importance of creating sustain-
able market linkages for rural producers, particu-
larly women-led SHGs. He observed that such efforts
are vital for achieving long-term economic self-re-

liance among rural households.

He said Akaanksha Haat is envisioned not mere-
ly as a physical marketplace but as a dynamic and
sustainable ecosystem that directly connects the
rural producers with consumers and institutional

buyers.

By offering a permanent marketing platform, the
government aims to reduce dependency on inter-
mediaries, broaden income streams and foster fi-

nancial inclusion at the grassroots level.
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UDHAMPUR, AUGUST 01: Deputy Com-
missioner Udhampur SaloniRaitoday chaired
ameeting of the District Level Implemen-
tation Committee for the Mission YUVA
scheme to evaluate, screen and approve
loan assistance applications for Nano and
MSME and other enterprises.

The meeting was attended by Addi-
tional District Development Commis-
sioner Rajinder Singh; General Manager
District Industry Centre Kishore Singh
Katoch; Deputy Director Employment
Mohinder Sharma; Assistant Director
Employment Priyanka Gupta, other con-
cerned officers and representatives from

the banking sector.

After a comprehensive scrutiny of the
applications, the Committee approved 80
loan cases out of the total 84 applications
put before the Panel.

While speaking at the meeting, the
Deputy Commissioner underscored the
need to expedite the implementation pro-
cess through effective coordination among
allline departments. She directed the con-
cerned officers to ensure 100 percent ap-
proval of eligible cases under the scheme.

DCemphasized the crucial role of Yuva
Doots in information gathering of eligible
beneficiaries and directed the stakeholder
departments to enhance awareness by
organizing special awareness camps.

DODA, AUGUST 01: District Programme
Officer (DPO) Poshan Projects, Akther Hus-
sain Qazi today visited Poshan Project As-
sarto assess theimplementation of Special
Registration Drive under Pradhan Mantri
MatruVandana Yojana(PMMVY),launched
across Doda District on July 15, 2025.

The event was attended by the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate (SDM), Block Medical
Officer (BMO), Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Dy.SP), CDPO and civil society
members of the area.

During the visit, the DPO Doda inter-
acted with field functionaries, including
Anganwadi Workers, Supervisors and ben-
eficiaries. He appreciated the efforts of the
CDPO Assar and her team for effective com-
munity mobilization and on-ground execu-
tion of the drive.

Addressing the gathering, the DPO ad-
vised the field staff to work with utmost
dedication to achieve 100% targets under
all components of the Poshan Abhiyaan,
including PMMVY, Supplementary Nutri-
tion, Growth Monitoring, Health Check-ups
and IEC activities. He exhorted the staff to
maintain transparency and accountability
in working and ensure coverage of every

eligible beneficiary.

The programme included on-the-spot
registrations, beneficiary interactions and
awareness sessions.

Later, the DPO reviewed records and
the services delivery mechanism at the
Anganwadi Centre.

The Special Registration Drive under
PMMVY will continue across all Angan-
wadi Centres of Poshan Project Assar, with
a focused approach towards saturation of
scheme benefits.

Kathua admin rolls out Har Ghar Tiranga campaign plan

] HT News Desk / DIPR

KATHUA, AUGUST 01: The District
Administration Kathua today rolled
out a comprehensive plan for the up-
coming Har Ghar Tiranga campaign,
scheduled to be observed across the
district from August 2 to August 15,
2025 as part of the nationwide initia-
tive. In this regard, a preparatory
review meeting was held in the Con-
ference Hall of the DC Office Complex
under the chairmanship of Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner Vishavjeet
Singh.He elaborated on the phase-wise
implementation of activities and un-
derscored the collective role of all
stakeholdersin ensuring the campaign
is celebrated in a befitting manner.

The campaign will be conducted
in three phases. The first phase will
runfrom2nd to 7th August, the second
phase from 8th to 12th August, and
the final phase from 13th to 15th Au-
gust. Each phase will witness the-
maticand coordinated activities across
urban and rural areas.

As part of the campaign, a range
of patrioticactivities have been planned
including decoration of houses, build-
ings, and offices; organisation of quiz
competitions; rakhi-making and rakhi-
tying events on 6th and 7th August;
bikerallies; 'Selfie with Tiranga'initia-
tive and ceremonial flag hoisting at
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various locations. The campaign will
also feature illumination of govern-
ment buildings and iconic landmarks
in tricolour lighting.

The meeting deliberated on the
campaign guidelines, which outline
theresponsibilities of various depart-
ments along with the active involve-
ment of the general public. The ADC
emphasized adherence totheFlag Code
of India, urging all departments and
educational institutions to uphold the
dignity of the National Flagand observe
proper protocols throughout the cam-
paign duration.

Citizens have been encouraged to
actively participate by hoisting the
National Flag at their homes, offices
and establishments. The administra-
tion also appealed to the public to
purchase the Tricolour from local
markets to support and promote the

local economy.

Highlighting the spirit behind the
initiative, the ADC said that Har Ghar
Tiranga aims to instill a sense of pa-
triotism among citizens and promote
awareness about the National Flag.

The School Education Department
and Degree Colleges were directed to
conduct activities aligning with the
campaign schedule. The ACD and ACP
Kathua were also asked to organise
similar programmes across the rural
areas of the district.

The ADC stressed the importance
of synergy and cooperation among
departments, institutions and the
public to make the campaign a grand
success.

Among others, ACR Kathua Vishav
Partap Singh, ACD Akhil Sadotra and
other concerned officers were also
present.

MLA Chenani convenes public outreach-cum-
grievances redressal camp at Barmeen

Emphasis on Timely Grievance Redressal, Awareness of Govt Schemes

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

UDHAMPUR, AUGUST 01: To
strengthen grassroots governance,
address public grievances and promote
awareness about centrally sponsored
schemes, MLA Chenani, Balwant Singh
Mankotia today conducted a public
outreach-cum-grievances redressal
camp at Baisakhi Dabbar Barmeen.

The camp witnessed participation
from DDC Member Narsoo Subash
Chander, districtand sectoral officers,
former PRImembers and general pub-
lic of adjoining panchayats.

Former PRI members and general
public projected several issues and
demand, seeking upgradation of the
Health Dispensary, Opening of a J&K
Bank Branch in Barmeen, addressing
staff shortage at Government High
School Dhandal, construction ofroads
from Seri to Sarsu, Barmeen to Saty-
alta and Dhandal to Prowa Jagir, con-
struction ofashed at Narsingh Temple,
Barmeen, provision of electric poles,
Tehsil status for Ghordi and develop-
ment of a playground at Larh.

Responding to the projected de-
mands, Mankotia issued on-the-spot
directions to the concerned officers

seeking speedy redressal of genuine
grievances. He stressed thatall issues
raised during the camp should be ad-
dressed eitherimmediately or within
a defined timeframe.

Highlighting the importance of
such publicgrievancesredressal camps,
the MLA said these platforms serve
as vital instruments for bridging the
gap between the administration and
the people. Hedirected officers toadopt
a proactive approach, ensure field
visits, and facilitate timely delivery of
essential services.

Scoresof publicissues were resolved
atthe campthroughdirectintervention
and coordination with departmental
officers. Mankotia also emphasized
working with a sense of mission and
dedication to avoid any inconvenience
to public due to poor services.

Besides, he encouraged officers to
create awareness among the public
regarding the income-generatingand
beneficiary-oriented schemeslaunched
by the Government of India, ensuring
thatalleligible citizens avail themselves
of these benefits.
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m United News of India

NEW DELHI: India and Bengal fast
bowler Mohammed Shami has been
named in the East Zone squad for the
2025-26 Duleep Trophy.

Ishan Kishan, who scored two half-
centuries in two innings for Notting-
hamshirein the ongoing County Cham-
pionship Division One, was named
captain ofthe 15-member squad, which
also included Akash Deep, Mukesh
Kumar and Riyan Parag. Abhimanyu
Easwaran, part of India's Test squad in
England, was named vice-captain.

Fourteen-year-old Vaibhav Sury-
avanshi, who struck the fastest cen-
tury in Youth ODIs on India Under-19's
tour of England last month, was among
the six standbys.

Shami, 34, was last in action in IPL
2025, where he picked up six wickets
in nine matches for his new team Sun-
risers Hyderabad. His last first-class
game was for Bengal in the Ranji Trophy
in November 2024. That was his only
red-ball outing since hislast Test match
for India - the World Test Championship
final in June 2023.

There was no place in the East Zone
squad for Sudip Chatterjee, Bengal's
leading run-getter in last season's
Ranji Trophy, while Sudip Kumar Ghara-
mi, their second highest run-getter,
was part of the standbys.

Virat Singh and Sharandeep Singh,
Jharkhand's top tworun-scorersin the
previous Ranji Trophy, were partof the
squad, as well as left-arm spinner Man-
ishi, who took 22 wickets in seven
matches.

The six-team Duleep Trophy will be
played in the zonal format with zonal
selectors - and not national selectors
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Shami, 34, was last in
action in IPL 2025, where
he picked up six wickets

in nine matches for his

new team Sunrisers
Hyderabad. His last
first-class game was for
Bengal in the Ranji

Trophy in Novemiber

2024. That was his only
red-ball outing since his
last Test match for India

- the World Test
Championship final in
June 2023.

- picking the squads. The East Zone
squad was selected by Bengal's Alok-
endu Lahiri, Odisha's Abakash Khatua,
Bihar's Sunil Kumar Singh, Jharkhand's
Manish Wardhan, Assam's Sumit Ran-
jah Das and Tripura's Upananda Deb-
barma, with Jharkhand State Cricket
Association secretary Saurabh Tiwary
convening the meeting.

The Duleep Trophy was last played
in the zonal format in 2023-24, when
South Zone won the tournament. East
Zone will play the domestic season's
opening game against NorthZone from

August 28 at the Centre of Excellence
in Bengaluru.

Suspected shoulder dislocation rules Woakes out of the Oval Test

m United News of India

OVAL: Chris Woakes has
been ruled out of "any fur-
ther participation" in Eng-
land's ongoing fifth Test
against India at The Oval
after suffering a suspected
shoulder dislocation while
fieldingon Thursday's open-
ing day.

Woakeschasedaballfrom
mid-offtowards thebound-
ary near the end of the day,
and his left hand appeared
to slip on the damp outfield
as he attempted to steady
himself. He landed awk-
wardly on his left shoulder
and stayed down clutching
it. He received medical at-
tention from Ben Davies, the
England physio, before using
his jumper as a makeshift
slingon hisway tothedress-
ing room.

He went for scans over-
nightafterreceivingtreatment
inthedressingroomonThurs-
dayevening.OnFriday morn-
ing, an ECB statement con-

firmed that he wouldn't be
taking part in the Test at all
-even as a batter - and "will
continue to be monitored"
by the medical staff during
the game and "a further as-
sessment will be conducted

attheconclusionoftheseries".

ESPNcricinfo under-
stands that Woakes' injury
is severe enough that he is
considered a doubt for this
winter's Ashes series, which
starts on November 21 in

Perth. At 36, heis England's
most experienced seamer
and while his bowling aver-
ageinAustraliais above 50,
he was expected to be part
of their touring squad. He
is considered highly un-

likely to play again this sum-
mer.

"It's a big shame, last
game of the series,and when
anyone gets injured, it's a
shame,” Gus Atkinson said
afterthefirstday's play."I'm
hoping it's not too bad, and
whatever it is, he'll get full
support from everyone."

Woakesbowled 14 overs
on the first day, taking 1 for
46, and his injury will leave
England a bowler short for
the rest of the match. He has
taken 11 wickets at 52.18 in
theseries,bowling 181 overs,
and is one of only two seam-
ers - along with India's Mo-
hammed Siraj - to have fea-
tured in all five Tests.

Atkinson, who is playing
his first Test of the series after
recovering from a hamstring
strain, said that he was ready
to"push thelimits"inWoakes'
absence. "Definitely, I feel
fresh, I feel good,"” he said. "I
know I've only got this one
game to play so I can push
the limits a bit."

DC Kulgam Felicitates Champions
of Divisional Level Kabaddi Competition

m  Farooq Rather

KULGAM, AUGUST 01: Deputy
Commissioner Kulgam, Athar
Aamir Shafi Khan(IAS) today felic-
itated the champion team of the
Divisional Level Kabaddi Competi-
tion held recently at Pulwama.

The tournament witnessed par-
ticipation from 10 districts across
the Kashmir Division.

Team Kulgam emerged victori-
ous, lifting the championship title.
Upontheirreturn, the Deputy Com-
missioner congratulated and felici-
tated all the players of the winning
team,appreciating theirremarkable
performance and dedication.

He also appreciated the team
Coach Sameer Sheikh, and Team
Manager, Bashir Ahmad Palla, for
their leadership and guidance.

In addition to the champions, the
another champion in U/17 Girls base
ball Team of Kulgam and their Coach
Asif Ah was also felicitated for their
outstandingachievementinthesame
divisional-level competition which
was held days back at Gandarbal

While concluding the felicita-
tion ceremony, the Deputy Com-
missioner commended the efforts
of the District Youth Services and
Sports Department, Kulgam, for
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nurturing young sporting talent
and promoting physical fitness

among the youth of the district.
Present on the occasion were

ADC Kulgam Vigar Ahmed
Giri(JKAS) and other officers.
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