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Ensure Timely, Transparent and Targeted Delivery
of Benefits to Workers : CM Omar to Officials

CM Omar Chairs 22nd Meet of Workers Welfare Board

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JULY 25: Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah today chaired
the 22nd meeting of the Jammu &
KashmirBuilding & Other Construc-
tion Workers Welfare Board (JKBOC-
WWB) here at the Civil Secretariat.

The aim of the meeting was to
comprehensively review the imple-
mentation of various welfare mea-
sures and approve key initiatives
aimed at improving the quality of
life for construction workers and
their families across Jammu and
Kashmir.

Appreciating the strides made by
the Board, the ChiefMinister lauded
itseffortsinexpanding welfare cov-

erage to over 2.85 lakh active con-
struction workers.

He underscored the importance
of transparent, timely and targeted
delivery of benefits and directed
officials to widen the outreach
mechanisms, streamline application
procedures, and ensure that no eli-

gible worker is excluded from avail-
ing the Board’s benefits.

The Chief Minister also called for
abroader and more inclusive defini-
tion of ‘construction worker’ tobring
within the fold all vulnerable and
unorganized sector labourers.

Killing

“indiscriminate”.

TURN ON PAGE 2

CM Omar Seeks Probe
Into Drug-Peddler’s

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JUL 25: Jammu and Kashmir
ChiefMinister Omar Abdullah on Friday called
foraninvestigationintothekillingofanalleged
drug-peddlerin Jammu city and said that use
of force by police has to be calibrated and not

He said that Jammu and Kashmir has paid

TURN ON PAGE 2

Operation Sindoor On,

Military Readiness
Crucial: CDS

m United News of India

NEW DELH], JUL 25: Asserting that Operation Sindoor “still
continues”,Chiefof Defence Staff General Anil Chauhanon Friday
said the country’s military preparedness must remain at a “very
high” level, round-the-clock and throughout the year.

In his address at a defence seminar hosted at Subroto Park

in New Delhi, he also said the military in future will also need
“information warriors, technology warriors and scholar war-
riors.” And, in a merging landscape of warfare, a future

TURN ON PAGE 2

Agniveer killed,
2 injured in Poonch
landmine blast

L& Sinha pays tribute
to Lalit Kumar
m HT News Desk

JAMMU, JUL25: An Agniveer died while two
others were injured in a landmine blast in the
Krishna Ghati sector of the Poonch district,
officials said on Friday.

An official said that the incident happened
whenateam of the Army was onaroutine patrol
near their forward post.

He said that while patrolling, the soldiers
accidently stepped on a landmine, resulting in
the death of a soldier and injuries to two others.

Meanwhile, Army' White Knight Corps paid
tribute to the deceased soldier. "All ranks pay
solemn tribute to Agniveer Lalit Kumar of 7 JAT
Regiment, who made the supreme sacrifice,

Those Responsible for Denying Medical Care to Patients at SMHS Shall Face The Law: Sakina ltoo
New SOPs will be implemented, senior doctors need fo remain present during nights

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JUL 25: Taking a
strong note of the ongoing doctors’
strike at SMHS Hospital, Minister
for Health and Medical Education,
Sakina Itoo, on Friday said that
doctors responsible for denying
patients access to medical care

will face the harshest punishment
under the law.

In an exclusive chat with the
news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO) Itoo while refer-
ringtotheincident thatled tothe
hospital closure said, “The truth
isthatyes, whathappened there—
the incident—was wrong, and

everyone has condemned it. But
to close the hospital, the emer-
gency, the OPD, the OT, and to
deny treatment to patients as a
reaction—if, God forbid, someone
had died in that situation, who
would have been responsible for
that tragedy? Who would have
been accountable?”

The Minister announced that
new Standard Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs)willbeimplemented
immediately. “First ofall, doctors
will have to be on duty. At night,
there are a lot of complaints that
senior doctors are not present;
only junior doctors are present.
This will not be tolerated. I have

made this absolutely clear to
them,” she said.

She expressed deep concern
for the patients affected by the
closure. “You saw how many
patients came—how many were
wandering outside helplessly.

Most of those who could
TURN ON PAGE 2

m  HT News Desk / KNO

SRINAGAR, JUL 25: Amid tight secu-
rity and spiritual fervour, 8,181 pilgrims
performeddarshanattherevered Ama-
rnath cave shrine in the south Kashmir
Himalayas onFriday, takingthe cumula-
tivetallyto3,60,320since the commence-

OVER 8,000 PERFORM
DARSHAN, TALLY CROSSES 3.60 LAKH

cy—KashmirNews Observer (KNO) that
among the devotees who visited the
holy cave on the 23rd day of the annu-
al pilgrimage were 6,326 men, 1,264
women, 84 children, 56 sadhus, 3 sad-
hvis, and 448 security personnel.
The sacred ice Shivlingam inside
the cave shrine, located at an altitude

However,inrecentdays, there hasbeen
anoticeable dip in the number of daily
pilgrims undertaking the trek.

From the Jammu base camp, the
23rd batch of 2,896 pilgrims—compris-
ing 2,505 men and 314 women—left
early Friday morning under multi-
layered security arrangements. The

Ladakh has unique
tourism potential: LG Gupta

m  HT News Desk / KNO

LADAKH, JUL25: Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh
Kavinder Gupta on Thursday said that Ladakh is a
“unique region in the world” with immense poten-
tial for tourism and development.

During his visit to Shargol, Gupta said he had
travelled through several areas and found the region

TURN ON PAGE 2 ment of the yatra on July 3. of 3,880 metres, continues to attract convoyincluded 117 vehicles escorted to be rich in opportunities. “There is great scope
Anofficialinformed thenewsagen-  devoteesfromacrossIndiaand abroad. TURN ON PAGE 2 TURN ON PAGE 2
No Foreign country AN APPEAL TO MAKE A
CS, MSME Secretary . || ANAPPEAL TOMAKEA @ o
mediated Indo-Pak ceasefire: COLLECTIVE EFFORT

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JULY 25: Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo, today held an extensive meeting with
Union Secretary, Ministry of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSME),S.C.L.Das, todelib-
erate on the prevailing industrial scenario in
Jammu and Kashmir and explore long-term
strategies for promotionand sustainability of the
MSME sector across the Union Territory.

The meeting was also attended by Commis-
sioner Secretary, Industries & Commerce, Vik-
ramjit Singh, and Secretary, Labour & Employ-
ment, Kumar Rajeev Ranjan.

During the interaction, the Chief Secretary

emphasized the need forarobustand inclusive
TURN ON PAGE 2

Hold Talks to Boost Industry

CSreviews
BISAG-N powered IT
initiatives in J&K

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JULY 25: Chief Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, today chaired a high-
level meeting to review the progress
on ongoing Information Technology
(IT) initiatives undertaken across J&K

to enhance the governance and
TURN ON PAGE 2

Govt in Parliament
B HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JULY 25: The Government of India has dis-
missed claims of U.S. interference in the recent ceasefire
between India and Pakistan, asserting that the decision to
halt military operations was based on India’s own strategic
objectives, particularly targeting terrorist infrastructure in
Pakistan and Pakistan-Occupied Jammu & Kashmir (PoJK).

In a written response to a question in the Lok Sabha, the
Ministry of External Affairs said that the ceasefire on May
10, 2025, was the outcome of a direct contact between the
Directors General of Military Operations (DGMOs) of India
and Pakistan. Notably, this contact wasinitiated by Pakistan,
days after India had already achieved its military objectives.

The reply said that India had destroyed the designated
terror camps linked to the April 22 terrorist attack in Pahal-
gam, Kashmir, by May 8, two days before the ceasefire

TURN ON PAGE 2

Kashmir Craft Dealers Get 7-Day Ultimatum on Fake Items
Unregistered Craft Dealers Told to Register Under Tourist Trade Act

SR

VMS SPECIALTY
HOSPITAL (VMSSH)

FROM THIS:

YOU SUPPORTED US ALL THROUGH
NOW A LITTLE MORE EFFORT & WE WILL OPEN

CHILDREN SUFFERING FROM HEART DISEASE:

Healthy Children Shape a Healthier Society
The hospital is taking form—paint, tiles, and firefighting

But vital work remains: air conditioning, medical gas

Y

TO THIS:

THE DOORS OF THIS HOSPITAL TO OUR

Our vision is clear:

systems are in place—

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JULY 25: In an unprece-
dented move, the Department of Handi-
crafts& Handloom, Kashmir todayissued
a Notice giving Kashmir handicraft deal-
ers a seven-day ultimatum to remove all
machine-made products, largelyimports
fromTurkey&Iran, fromtheir Showrooms,
failing which, the department warned,
theywill be blacklisted & deregistered for
unfair trade practice under the relevant
sections of law.

Addressing the dealers, the Notice,
issued vide No. H&HD/DDQC/

® 00 ©

TTA/95/2025, dated 25.07.2025, reads
that, “youhavebeen granted registration
under the provisions of the Jammu &
Kashmir Tourist Trade Act, 1978, for the
sale of Kashmir handicraft products at
your respective showrooms/outlets.” As
partoftheregistration process, the Notice
reads that craft dealers have submitted a
duly-swornaffidavit,whereinthey under-
took to exclusively display and sell genu-
ine Kashmir handicraft products at your
business establishment.

The Notice further states that under
‘Violation of Rules’ section that during
recent inspections conducted by this

office, it was found that several dealers
have breached the extant rules by dis-
playing and selling machine-made prod-
ucts, misrepresented as genuine Kashmir
handicrafts.Suchmalpracticesundermine
theauthenticity andreputation of Kashmir
handicrafts, the Notice reads.

An official spokesman of the Handi-
craftsand Handloom Department, Kash-
mir, in a press release, stated that in
response to these violations, this office
has imposed penalties on defaulting
dealersinaccordance withthe provisions

of the J&K Registration of Tourist
TURN ON PAGE 2
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CM Omar Chairs.....

He urged the Board to explore policy
mechanisms that would maximize cover-
age and enhance financial security for
workers, in alignment with national best
practices and labour welfare standards.

The meeting was attended by Deputy
Chief Minister Surinder Kumar Choudhary,
Additional Chief Secretary Jal Shakti
Shaleen Kabra, Additional Chief Secretary to
the Chief Minister Dheeraj Gupta, Principal
Secretary Finance, Principal Secretary PWD
(R&B), Principal Secretary PDD, Commis-
sioner Secretaries of Housing & Urban
Development, Social Welfare, and Coopera-
tives, Secretary Labour & Employment,
Secretary Law, Director General Budget,
and representatives of Bhartiya Mazdoor
Sangh and Bhartiya Dastkar Union.

Senior officers from the Planning
Department and other concerned depart-
ments also participated in the meeting.

Secretary Labour & Employment Kumar
Rajiv Ranjan gave a detailed presentation
highlighting the Board’s key achievements,
policy reforms and financial progress.

He informed the members that the Board
continues to operate in accordance with the
legislative mandate of the BOCW (Regula-
tion of Employment and Conditions of
Service) Act, 1996. Under this mandate, the
Board has been providing a wide range of
benefits including ex-gratia relief in cases of
accidental deaths, financial support for
both permanent and temporary disabili-
ties, and educational assistance for the
wards of registered workers. It also offers
one-time meritorious scholarships of

50,000 to students securing 90% and
above in Class 10 and 12, in addition to
marriage and maternity assistance, aid for
chronic illnesses, and funeral expense
coverage.

To ensure transparency and efficiency,
the Board has implemented significant
digital reforms. These include 100% Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) for all financial
assistance, Aadhaar integration to
eliminate bogus registrations, an online
portal for registration and renewals, and
OTP-based authentication along with SMS
alerts to keep workers informed about key
deadlines and updates.

The Board generates income through
cess collections and accrued interest. At
present, 1082.58 crore is currently held
as corpus in fixed deposits and savings
accounts across various banks.

The Board discussed and approved a
comprehensive set of agenda items during
the meeting. These included the approval
of scheme-wise budget proposals for the
financial years 2024-25 and 2025-26, and
the transfer of 17.24 crore to the Union
Territory of Ladakh, in accordance with
SO 339 dated October 30, 2020. The
audited accounts for FY 2022-23 and
2023-24 were approved and will be
forwarded to the Accountant General for
certification.

The meeting also approved the integra-
tion of the Board’s initiatives with broader
social security and financial inclusion
schemes to maximize the impact of
benefits.

In a significant move towards digital
governance, the issuance of smart cards to
all registered workers was approved, with
a proposed budget of 10 crore.

To improve workplace safety, the Board
sanctioned 60 crore for the provision of
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) kits
and tools to construction workers,
especially in rural areas. Recognizing the
need for skill development, the Board
approved short-term training programs
for 10,000 workers under NSDC norms,
with a budget of 10 crore.

Given the overwhelming response to
the meritorious scholarship scheme, it
was resolved to revise the framework
with slabs for top-performing students
across all districts based on merit, while
maintaining a minimum 90% cutoff. The
Board also discussed the long-pending
issue of staff regularization and directed
the concerned committee to finalize
recruitment rules in consultation with
relevant departments within six months.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, in his
concluding remarks, reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to ensuring
that welfare benefits trickle down to
every deserving worker.

He called for forward-looking reforms,
robust monitoring and inclusive policy-
making tailored to the needs of construc-
tion workers, particularly those in remote
and underserved areas of Jammu and
Kashmir.

CM Omar Seeks.....

a heavy price in the past due to such
incidents.

In an X post, the Abdullah said, “The
killing of Mohd Parvez of Niki Tawi in
Jammu is highly unfortunate and deeply
regrettable. Use of force by the police has
to be calibrated and cannot be indiscrimi-
nate.”

“This incident should be investigated in
a transparent and time-bound manner. I
send my condolences to the family of
Mohd Parvez. May Allah grant him

®© 00 ©

Jannat,” he said.

A suspected drug-peddler was killed
and another detained during a cross-fire
with police in Jammu city on Thursday.
After the incident, the family members of
the slain man had assembled at the
Government Medical College in Jammu
and held protests demanding a probe.

A spokesperson had maintained that
the police team was chasing suspected
drug-peddlers, when they opened fire on
the officers. In the cross-fire that ensued,
one alleged drug-peddler was killed and
another was detained, he had said.

Operation.....

soldier will need to be a mix of all three
“info, tech and scholar warriors,” the CDS
said.

The seminar on ‘Aerospace Power:
Preserving India’s Sovereignty and
Furthering National Interests’ was held
under the aegis of the ‘No.4 Warfare and
Aerospace Strategy Programme’.

The CDS said there are no runners-up
in a war, and any military must be
constantly alert and maintain a high
degree of operational preparedness.

“An example is Operation Sindoor,
which still continues. Our preparedness
level has to be very high, 24x7, 365 days (a
year),” Gen Chauhan said.

India launched Operation Sindoor early
on May 7 and decimated multiple terror
infrastructure in Pakistan and Pakistan-
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK).

Pakistan also launched offensives
against India, and all subsequent counter-
offensives by India were also carried out
under Operation Sindoor.

The military conflict between the two
nuclear-armed neighbours halted after
they reached an understanding on the
evening of May 10.

The CDS also emphasised the impor-
tance of learning about both ‘Shastra’
(warfare) and ‘Shaastra’ (knowledge
system). (Agencies)

Doctors responsible......

manage went to JVC, but those who
were seriously ill were left suffering.
What has been done is absolutely
unjustified. The doctors are being
blamed for their actions at this time;
their profession does not allow this.”

“If something wrong has happened
anywhere, there is a proper legal
process for that. There are rules; you
[doctors] could have initiated proceed-
ings under those rules or informed the
department, which would have taken
further action. But shutting down emer-
gency, OT, and OPD, and making patients
suffer, cannot be tolerated under any
circumstances.”

She questioned the root causes of such
violent incidents in the hospitals. “Why
do such situations arise? Why does such
violence take place in hospitals? Who is
responsible for creating these circum-
stances where attendants, patients, and
doctors become ready for violence? These
things are absolutely wrong and will not
be tolerated,” she added.

She stressed that accountability is
universal. “Doctors are our brothers. But
that doesn’t mean doctors can do any-
thing and nobody will question them.
Accountability applies to everyone—
whether it is a sweeper, a doctor, or a
minister. If there is any compromise in
patient care, it cannot be tolerated.
Serious patients had to go back because
the gates were closed. That is absolutely
unjustified and will not be tolerated
under any circumstances.”

Itoo also announced a comprehensive
inquiry into the incident. “All these things
will be looked into; a full inquiry will take
place, and the inquiry report will be
submitted within 15 days. The report will
look at everything: what actually hap-
pened and why violence occurred. The
inquiry will start there and then go as far
as to investigate why the hospital gates
were closed, why patients were not
attended to, and why the emergency and
surgeries were closed. These things have
to be examined because they are beyond
tolerance.”

"People believe that, after God, if
anyone can save a patient, it is a doctor.
This is a very noble profession—close to
my heart. But if someone makes a mistake
in this profession... People trust that if
they bring their patient, after God, the
doctor can save them. A doctor has to
treat and treat properly.”

She called for a change in behavior and
attitude among healthcare professionals.
“Doctors should behave in such a way that
gives confidence to the patient and
attendant. The most important thing is to
correct behavior; it cannot go on like
this,” she added.

The Health Minister also announced a
new policy for identification. “Today, I
have issued a written directive to the
department that from now on, every
doctor must wear an apron and a name-
plate. Their name must be written on the
apron so that whichever patient comes,
they know which kind of doctor it is. This

is very important. There are other SOPs as
well that must be implemented.”

“Accountability is mandatory, no
matter who it is. Things cannot continue
in this manner,” she said, adding that
whoever is found responsible in the
ongoing inquiry will face appropriate
action. “You have to start somewhere. In
the past 10 years, every system has been
ruined—there’s no accountability, nobody
is answerable, everyone is doing as they
please. But the people have created this
government; this is the people’s govern-
ment, we are their servants. Such things
cannot be tolerated when it comes to
patient care.”

“Doctors must understand this, and [
request the public also to understand. If
there are problems, if any doctor behaves
wrongly, let us know—file a complaint.
You cannot take the law into your own
hands, whether you are a doctor, a senior
officer, or any ordinary person. The law is
there, and it must be followed. That is
necessary,” she said—(KNO)

Agniveer Kkilled.....

while on an area domination patrol in
general area of Krishna Ghati brigade on
25 July 2025, following a mine blast. We
stand with the bereaved family in this
hour of grief," it said in a post on X.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha paid
tribute to Agniveer Lalit Kumar of 7 JAT
Regiment, who laid down his life in the
line of duty.

“I pay my heartfelt tributes to Agniveer
Lalit Kumar, who made the supreme
sacrifice in service to the nation. My
deepest condolences to the bereaved
family. The nation stands firmly with
them, in this hour of grief,” the Lieutenant
Governor said. (KNO)

Amarnath Yatra.....

by CRPF and police personnel.

According to officials, the first group of
790 pilgrims in 42 vehicles proceeded via
the Baltal route in central Kashmir’s
Ganderbal district. The second group,
consisting of 2,106 yatris in 75 vehicles,
opted for the traditional Pahalgam route
in Anantnag district.

Despite smooth arrangements and
favourable weather, both the footfall at
the cave shrine and the number of
pilgrims departing from Jammu have
gradually declined.

Officials attribute the drop to several
factors, including exhaustion after the
peak rush in earlier weeks and the early
completion of darshan by many registered
pilgrims. Nonetheless, authorities are
maintaining full arrangements to ensure
the safety and comfort of the remaining
yatris.

The pilgrimage, which began on July 3,
will conclude on August 9—(KNO)

Ladakh has.....

and potential for tourism here,” he said
as per the news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO), urging the youth of
Ladakh to explore livelihood options that
align with the region’s strengths.

He also said that access to water,
electricity, and roads is the right and
responsibility of every citizen. “The people
of Ladakh are good and patriotic,” Gupta
said while expressing confidence that the
development goals can be achieved through
collective efforts.

Speaking about local governance, the
Lieutenant Governor noted that the
administration has been engaging with the
people of Ladakh for over a week and is
studying their concerns.

He said ongoing discussions with
representative bodies like the Apex Body
(APEC) and Kargil Democratic Alliance
(KDA), which have been vocal about their
demand for statehood.

“The demands of the people of Ladakh
will be met,” Gupta said, adding that the
Government of India has been working on
every issue raised by the region’s residents.
“We have met the demands of the people of
Ladakh,” he added—(KNO)

CS, MSME.....

roadmap to ensure the long-term
sustainability of both existing and newly
established industrial units across the UT.
He underscored that the industrial land-
scape in J&K has historically been impacted
by its unique geopolitical context, being a
peripheral region of the country, thereby
facing distinct logistical and connectivity
challenges.

Highlighting the immense potential of
the MSME sector as a vehicle for employ-
ment and economic empowerment, Dulloo
urged the Ministry to extend necessary
technical and financial support to foster a
vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem in the
UT.

He observed that J&K is now poised to
bridge the historic gaps in industrial
development, and the youth of the region
must be equipped with opportunities and
tools to become self-reliant job creators.

He further sought the Ministry’s inter-
vention in initiating targeted programmes
to nurture a culture of entrepreneurship

among the youth, who, he said, have
remained deprived of such opportuni-
ties due to the past circumstances. He
called for enhanced handholding
support in skilling the local workforce
in tune with emerging, technology-
driven industries to enable them to
secure gainful employment.

The Chief Secretary also empha-
sized the need for establishing compre-
hensive platforms that can facilitate
better market access, credit linkage,
and business mentorship for aspiring
entrepreneurs. He suggested exploring
avenues for expanding digital infra-
structure and support systems to aid
MSME growth in both rural and urban
pockets of the UT.

Additionally, Dulloo sought the
Ministry’s assistance in designing
effective revival strategies for stressed
and sick industrial units in the region.
He stressed the importance of tailored
interventions to rejuvenate these units,
which form the backbone of local
economic activity and employment.

The Union Secretary appreciated
the UT administration’s renewed focus
on industrial development and assured
full support of the Ministry in
strengthening the MSME ecosystem in
Jammu and Kashmir. He said the
Ministry would work closely with the
UT administration to develop need-
based schemes, skill development
modules, and infrastructural support
to unleash the true potential of the
region’s industrial sector.

CSreviews......

citizen-centric services.

The meeting besides Special DG,
BISAG-N, Vinay Thakur was attended
by Secretary, IT Department and
concerned Administrative Secretaries;
DG, Planning; SIO, NIC and other senior
officers.

The Chief Secretary took detailed
appraisal of the digital interventions
being implemented to promote ease of
living for the people.

Emphasizing the need to make IT
platforms more impactful, he called for
significant improvements in the design
and functionality of dashboards related
to various government schemes. He
suggested that they be made more
vibrant, informative and outcome-
driven through integration with other
relevant platforms.

Regarding the Kisan Khidmat Ghar
Dashboard, the Chief Secretary
directed that it should reflect real-time
data on the functioning of Krishi
Udhyamis and describe the support
mechanisms to be made available to
them for improved efficiency and
productivity.

He also reviewed the upgradation
roadmap of the YUVA App, calling for
deeper insights into application usage
patterns, application submission
tracking, DPR generation and integra-
tion with the MSME Health Clinic and
ONDC platforms for enhanced user
experience and benefit.

Importantly, he stressed the linking
the app with the UDISE and APAAR
databases of the School Education
Department to monitor student skill
development and career outcomes,
thus enabling a seamless track of their
educational and vocational journeys.

In healthcare, Dulloo suggested
comprehensive integration of the JK
Sehat App with the ABDM and HMIS
frameworks. He emphasized making
the platform more user-friendly while
enabling support for registered
home-care providers to access diag-
nostic tools and improve treatment
delivery.

The Chief Secretary also proposed
creation of a unified search engine
dedicated to indexing websites hosted
by the J&K and Central Government, to
help the citizens and employees easily
access official data and resources.

Looking ahead, he advised the IT
Department to explore the develop-
ment of an Al-based Legal Counselling
App to assist individuals in navigating
legal issues with informed and
automated guidance.

The meeting also discussed initia-
tives such as development of Al-based
learning tools, introduction of educa-
tional TV channels and exposure of
students to Al modules like AI-101 and
Al-201 from an early stage to foster
technological competence.

Further updates were taken on the
status of the Centre of Excellence in
Emerging Technologies, the 360°
Tourism App, Land Records Digitiza-
tion, HADP 360, JKCIP, Agri Output
Tracking Apps, Village Planning App
and IT-based platforms under PDD and
Jal Shakti Department.

Special DG, BISAG-N, Vinay Thakur,
shared the progress on ongoing
projects being developed in collabora-
tion with the UT Government. He
assured continued support from

BISAG-N in building robust, scalable
and citizen-centric IT solutions. He also
provided technical insights and
affirmed BISAG-N’s commitment to
timely execution of tasks in consulta-
tion with the respective departments.

Earlier, Secretary IT, Dr. Piyush
Singla, gave a comprehensive overview
on key milestones achieved, current
developments and future plans under
the Digital J&K framework. He elabo-
rated on the transformative potential
of several digital initiatives underway
and their anticipated impact on service
delivery and governance across the
length and breadth of the UT.

No Foreign.....

came into effect. This, the govern-
ment said, was a "focused, measured
and non-escalatory"” response, carried
out with clarity and restraint.

While the government acknowl-
edged that diplomatic interactions took
place with multiple countries, includ-
ing the United States, it strongly denied
that any external power influenced
India’s decision to stop the operations.

“The issue of trade discussions did
not come up in any conversations
related to the conflict,” the government
said in response to speculation that the
U.S. linked trade concessions to the
ceasefire.

On May 9, just a day before the
ceasefire, India informed U.S. Vice
President J.D. Vance that it would
respond decisively if Pakistan escalated
the situation.

The Ministry also reaffirmed India’s
consistent policy that there will be no
third-party mediation on the Kashmir
issue. "All outstanding issues with
Pakistan will be discussed bilaterally,”
it stated, adding that even Prime Minis-
ter Modi had conveyed this directly to
the U.S. President.

Kashmir Craft......

Trade Act, 1978. “Director Handicrafts
and Handloom, Director IICT and the
Inspection Squad of Quality Control
Division, visited various showrooms in
City Centres in areas like Nishat, Nehru
Park and Munawarabad, warning the
Showrooms to immediately remove the
machine-made products, failing which
such showrooms shall be blacklisted and
de-registered,” he added.

Further, under G.I. labelling and
misbranding concerns section, Notice
reads that many Kashmir handicrafts
are registered under the Geographical
Indication of Goods Act (G.L), Registry
of India, Chennai, to protect their
authenticity. To curb misbranding and
promote genuine products, the
department has introduced G.I-based
QR labelling for various crafts at
PTQCC, IICT & Quality Control labs.
“However, it has come to our notice
that a dealer recently affixed a fake QR
label on a machine-made carpet,
misrepresenting it as a genuine
handmade product. Consequently, the
said dealer has been blacklisted and
deregistered,” the Notice further reads.

As per the notice, all registered
dealers have been directed to ensure
within 7 days from the issuance of this
Notice, that their showrooms exclusively
display and sell genuine Kashmir
handicraft products and that no
machine-made products are displayed or
sold.

The spokesman further stated that
the Notice directs concerned Kashmir
Handicraft dealers to ensure all
relevant documents, including G.I.
labelling certifications, are prominent-
ly displayed at Craft Showrooms for
inspection and sale purposes.

Quoting from the Notice, the
spokesman said that the machine-
made products are banned from being
sold or displayed in Kashmir handicraft
showrooms registered under handi-
craft or handloom categories, & any
violation & misbranding including by
way of pasting fake QR codes and
pulling out the machine-made labels
shall attract relevant clauses/provi-
sions of the Quality Control Act, J&K
Registration of Tourist Trade Act, GI Act
as well as the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita.

He further said that the Notice
warned of consequences of non-com-
pliance. It reads that failure to comply
with this directive within the stipu-
lated period shall result in appropriate
action under the provisions of the J&K
Tourist Trade Act, 1978, including
penalties, deregistration, blacklisting
or other legal measures as deemed
necessary.

Furthermore, it advised all
unregistered dealers/ hawkers
dealing in the business of Kashmir
Handicrafts to immediately approach
the Quality Control Division of the
Handicrafts and Handloom Depart-
ment for registration of their estab-
lishments under the J&K Registration
of Tourist Trade Act, 1978.

00 ¢ &
CMK



HEADLINES TPDAY

htci

Srinagar, Saturday | 26-July-2025

£°) @HEADLINESTODAL7

@ @headlinestodaydaily

“ @headllnestoday

[ > ] @headlmestodaynews

Mission YUVA: DC Kulgam distributes loan
sanction letters among 47 young entrepreneurs

Urges unemployed youth to avail benefits of various govt schemes to build sustainable livelihoods

m Farooq Rather

KULGAM JULY 25: As part of
the ongoing efforts to promote
youthempowermentand entre-
preneurship, Mission YUVA(MY),
aflagshipinitiative of the Jammu
&Kashmir Government, held the
‘Roz-e-YUVA'programat the Con-
ferencehall of Mini-secretariat
Kulgam.

The event organised by the
District Employment Office, Kul-
gam in collaboration with J&K
Bank was presided over by the
District Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Kulgam, Athar
AamirKhan(IAS)and was attend-
ed by the ADDC Kulgam, Altaf
Ahmad Khan, ADCVigar Ahmed
Giri, ACD Bilal Ahmad Kamgar
LDM Kulgam, Cluster Head JK
Bank, Assistant Director Employ-
ment,othersenioradministration
and Bank officers.

During the event, DDC, in the
presence of the other officers,

distributed loan sanction letters
under Mission YUVA among 47
young potential entrepreneurs
identifed from the Kulgamdistrict

to help them establish new ven-
tures. Speaking on the occasion,
DDChighlighted the transforma-
tive impact of Mission YUVA,

stating that the government,
through this flagship initiative,
is proactively creating sustainable
revenue-generating avenues for

the unemployed youth of the
region through subsidized cred-
it support and training.

DDC added that over 172
cases under Mission YUVA have
been approved for further dis-
bursement and urged unem-
ployed youth to take advantage
of schemes like HADP, and other
financial inclusion initiatives to
build sustainable livelihoods.

Meanwhile, Athar Aamir
urged the beneficiaries to utilize
the financial supportresponsibly
and effectively and channel these
funds towards building sustain-
able and dignified livelihoods,
not just for themselves, but for
others around them.

Zonal head J&K Bank Khur-
sheed Muzaffar expressed his
pleasure atthe enthusiasm shown
by the youth and reiterated that
J&K Bank remains steadfast in
supporting the government’s
vision of empowering youth
through these opportunities.

2nd Batch of Teachers
Trained Under 'Classes of
Joy' in Kulgam

m Farooq Rather

KULGAM JULY 25: The second batch of 300 elementry
teachersof school education department attended a capac-
ity building training program titled "Classes Of Joy" an
initiative to bridge the learning gaps in foundational liter-
acy and numeracy of kids in primary and middle schools
here in the conferencehall of Mini-secretariat Kulgam.

The resource persons spoke at length regarding the
techniques and tools be used to reduce the learning gaps
and make teaching learning process a enjoyable act.

DC Kulgam Athar Aamir Khan (IAS) while interacting
with the teachers received their feedback and suggestions

ANANTNAG,JULY 25:1n
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CRPF Troops Rescue Accldent Vlctlms in Anantnag, Uphold Spirit of Service
m  Farooq Rather

were givenimmediate first
aid and then transported
inthe QAT vehicle to Bijbe-

a remarkable display of
promptness and compas-
sion, troops of the 90 Bat-
talion CRPF came to the
rescueofaccidentvictimsin
theearly hours of Thursday;,
reinforcing their commit-
ment to public safety and
humanitarian service.

At approximately 6:00
a.m., a Swift Dzire vehicle
(JK-09D 5264) met with a
severeaccidentand plunged
into a Nala near the Arwani
underpassinBijbehara, Dis-
trictAnantnag. Theincident
occurred close to MS-248,
where troops from B/90 Bn
CRPFweredeployed forRoad
Opening Party (ROP) duties
in connection with SAN-

JY-2025.

Under the supervisionof
Commandant 90 Bn CRPE
the troops, assisted by the
Unit Bomb Detection and
Disposal Squad (BDDS) and
theQuick ActionTeam (QAT)
fromA/171Bnsplinter com-
pany,immediately respond-
ed to the emergency.

Demonstrating excep-
tional professionalismand
a deep sense of duty, the
CRPF personnel quickly
extricated theinjured pas-
sengers from the mangled
vehicle. The victims wasim
Habib Dar and Tahir Habib
Dar Sons OfHabibullah dar
of Gaggar pora Hindwara

hara Hospital. After initial
treatment, they were
referred to Government
Medical College (GMC)
Anantnag for advanced
medical care.

The timely action by the
CRPF personnel not only
saved preciouslivesbutalso
reaffirmed the force’s stead-
fastdedicationtoservingthe
public beyond their man-
dated security duties.

Suchacts of courage and
compassion continue to
strengthen the bond
betweensecurity forcesand
the local population, show-
casing the CRPF's unwaver-
ing resolve to serve and
protect.

Tariff Protection on Apple
Imports in India-UK FTA

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JULY 25 : Inamove widely celebrat-
ed by farmers and industry stakeholders alike, the
Government of India has decided to retain tariff
protection on apple imports under the upcoming
India-UK Free Trade Agreement (FTA). This crucial
policy decision comes as a major relief to millions
of apple growers across the Himalayan states, and
is being credited largely to the Jammu & Kashmir
Fruits and Vegetables Processing and Integrated
Cold Chain Association (JKPICCA) for its strategic
and persistent advocacy.

JKPICCA, under the dynamic leadership of Chair-
man Bashir Ahmad Naik, played a pivotal role in
bringing the concerns of domestic apple growers
to the national stage. The association made a com-
pelling case during a high-level interaction with
Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, Shri
Piyush Goyal, held recently in Srinagar, where it
highlighted the challenges faced by Indian apple
farmers — including shrinking land holdings, rising
input costs, traditional farming limitations, and the
threat posed by low-cost foreign imports.

Labelled by many in the horticulture commu-
nity as a “historic victory”, the decision is seen as
more than a trade regulation — it is being hailed as
adefense of the Indian farmer’s dignity, rural econ-
omy, and traditional knowledge systems.

In a significant move, the FTA also recognizes
"traditional farming knowledge" as a form of patent
protection, a step JKPICCA lauded as visionary. This
inclusion not only validates the indigenous agricul-
tural practices of Indian growers but also paves the
way for their preservation and respect on global
platforms.

Farmers across Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, and Uttarakhand welcomed the announce-
ment with enthusiasm. Many credited JKPICCA for
acting as a powerful and pragmatic voice for grow-
ers, ensuring their interests were safeguarded at a
crucial stage of international trade negotiations.

In a statement, JKPICCA reaffirmed its commit-
ment toserve asavital bridge between government,
industry, and the farming community. The asso-
ciation vowed to continue its efforts toenhance the
global competitiveness of Indian apples, drive
innovationin cold-chaininfrastructure,and promote
sustainable growth in India’s horticulture sector.

JKPICCA has also urged the Government of India
tosustainthis farmer-firstapproachin future FTAs,
especiallyinsectors such as horticulture, which are
integral to employment, food security, and rural
livelihood.

“Thisis not just a trade safeguard. It’s a recogni-
tionof the hard work, resilience, and heritage of the
Indian apple grower,” said Chairman Bashir Ahmad
Naik.

about the ongoing week long capacity building training
program.

He stressed upon the teaching fraternity to be more
compassionate and resourceful for students during the
delivery of classroom transition learning.

It is worth to mention that 458 primary and middle
schools of Kulgamdistrictare being covered in the ongoing
weeklong capacity building training programin collabora-
tion with Pratham Foundation for reducing the learning
gaps at elementary level.

The others who attended the training program include
ADC Vigar Ahmed Giri, CEO Mohd Shabir and Dy CEO
Kulgam.

Karambuland Folk Theatre’s Kral Pather Celebrates Rich Cultural Herltage at Safapora, Gbl

m Gulfam Barji

GANDERBAL, JULY 25: A
remarkable cultural event unfold-
ed today at Safapora, Ganderbal,
as the *Karambuland Folk The-
atre* showcased the folk play
*Kral Pather®, a significant part
of the region’s rich cultural heri-
tage. The performance, sponsored
by the Ministry of Culture, Gov-
ernment of India, under the Cul-
tural Function and Production
Grant CFPG, was met with wide-
spread acclaim froma captivated
audience, who lauded both the
exceptional performance of the
artistsand the government’s sup-
port for reviving and preserving
traditional folk art forms.The
eventwas graced by the presence
of Chief Guest Javid Ahmad Dar,
Honorable Minister for Agricul-

tural Production, Rural Develop-
ment, Panchayat Raj Production
and Election. The Minister praised
the unwavering performance by
the artists of Karambuland Folk
Theatre and expressed his sup-
port for initiatives that aim to
preserve and promote tradi-
tional cultural expressions.
Minister Dar emphasized the
critical role of such performanc-
esinreviving regional heritage
and instilling a sense of pride in
local traditions.

In addition, Nisar Naseem
Sahab, the esteemed writer and
director of Kral Pather and Former
Director of All India Radio, was
present as the Guest of Honour.
Sahab, a prolific theatre writer,
expressed hisadmiration for the
exceptional performances, noting
thatthe production exceeded all

expectations. He highlighted the
importance of such folk plays in
keeping the cultural fabric of the
region intact, calling on more
platforms to support similar
endeavors.

Both the Chief Guest and the
GuestofHonour extended heart-

felt gratitude to the Ministry of
Culture fortheirvitalroleinorga-
nizing and supporting this event
through the CFPG. They com-
mended the Ministry’s commit-
ment to nurturing the arts and
its unflinching support in facili-
tating such performances, which

offerarareand authentic glimpse
into the cultural and artistic tra-
ditions of the region.The event
concluded withashared sense of
optimism for the future, with
both officials and the audience
expressing their hope that more
such performances will be orga-
nizedin the future. The consistent
backing ofthe Ministry of Culture
isexpected to create more oppor-
tunities for artists to showcase
their talentand contribute tothe
continued revival of folk art in
Kashmir.

The Karambuland Folk The-
atre, with its dedication to pre-
servingand nurturing folk theatre
traditions, has seta precedent for
future initiatives that bridge the
gap between modern-day art
forms and traditional cultural
practices.

CEO Ganderbal Conducts Extensive Tour
of Schools i in Zone Tullamulla

m  HT News Desk

Ubaid Mehdi

Order by NGT Ignored: lllegal Brick Kilns in Budgam
Continue Operations Amid Administrative Apathy

GANDERBAL, JULY 25: As a part
of continuing its ongoing Academic
Inspection to the Educational Institu-
tions in District Ganderbal.

The Chief Education Officer (CEO)
Ganderbal conducted an extensive
tour of various schoolsinZone Tulla-
mulla with the primary objective of
interacting with students and teach-
ers and reviewing the overall aca-
demic environment. CEO Inspected
the following Institutions:-

1.MS Kurhama

2.MS Zazna

3.MS Badampora

During the visit, the CEO held
detailed interactions with students

®© 00 ©

toassess theiracademic progressand
understand their learning needs. He
also engaged with teaching staff to
review classroom practices, teaching
methodologies, and administrative
functioning.

The CEO emphasized the impor-
tance of creatingaconducive learning
atmosphere and encouraged teachers
toadopt student-centricapproaches.
He also inspected school infrastruc-
ture, attendance records, and other
key aspects of school.

Thevisitreflects the department’s
continued efforts to ensure quality
education and strengthen the con-
nection between school leadership
and teaching-learning processes at
the grassroots level.

BUDGAM, JULY 25: Despite clear
directives from the National Green
Tribunal (NGT)to closeillegally oper-
ating brick kilns in Budgam, several
such units continue to function
openly, exposing glaringadministra-
tive apathy.

Details available with news , the
NGT had earlier mandated theimme-
diate shutdown of all unauthorized
brick kilns lacking environmental
clearance and failing to comply with
pollution control norms. However,
ground reports suggest little to no
enforcement, withlocalsalleging that
many of these kilns enjoy the backing
of influential individuals. These

operationsare contributing toalarm-
ing levels of air pollution, agricul-
tural damage, and rising health con-
cerns in the district.

“The continued operation of these
kilnsisnotjustcontemptof courtbut
also an environmental crime,” said

an environmental activist, urging
immediate accountability from the
authorities.

Residents of Chadoora, Khansahib,
Beerwah, and adjoining areasreport
worsening air quality, respiratory
ailments among children and the
elderly, and declining soil fertility.
Despite repeated complaints and
media coverage, the district admin-
istration has yet to issue a public
statement or share any action plan
for enforcing the NGT order.

This prolonged inaction raises
serious questions about governance
and accountability, while Budgam’s
ecology and public health continue
tobear the brunt of unchecked envi-
ronmental violations.
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Differences crop

up between National
Conference & Congress
over statehood issue

The issue of restoration of statehood to Jammu
& Kashmirhas led to differences between Nation-
alConference and Congress. National Conference
Vice President and Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
some days back while commenting about the
Congress party’s march to union capital about
restoration of statehood said that it is unfortunate
that National Conference leadership was not
made aware about the same. Omar said that his
party would have loved to join such a protest.

The CM said that since restoration of statehood
is an important issue for the party it would have
been appropriate for the Congress leadership to
inform the National Conference in this respect.
Surprisingly the Congress party launched an
agitation while seeking restoration of statehood
for Jammu & Kashmir. Different leaders of the
party carried out protests at different places with
maijor protests being carried out at Srinagar and
Jammu. Following this the party leaders moved
to New Delhi and carried out a protest there in
support of this demand.

The issue of restoration of statehood has turned
outtobe amaijorissue forthe political parties both
at the national and local levels. Political parties
like National Conference, Congress, Peoples
Democratic Party, Apni Party and others have
been quite vocalin making demands for restora-
tion of statehood to Jammu & Kashmir. The lead-
ers of these parties have beenissuing statements
in this regard and they have been urging for res-
toration of statehood at the earliest without any
further delay.

It would be in place to mention here that the
leaders of political parties other than the Bharati-
yaJanta Party (BJP) have been quoting the state-
ments of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah for restoration of statehood to
Jammu & Kashmir. The BJP leaders have been
saying that there is no need to worry about the
issue and that statehood would be restored to
Jammu & Kashmir at an appropriate time. These
people have been asking the chief minister to
devote his attention fo governance.

Since the National Conference and Congress
are in codlition in Jammu & Kashmir it was ethical
on part of Congress to inform the National Confer-
ence about its plan to hold a protest in support of
restoration of statehood. On its part the National
Conference leadership should not drag the issue
and try to bring the controversy to an end. Since
restoration of statehood concerns the people of
Jammu & Kashmir the political parties should bury
their differences for the larger common good.

When Compassion Becomes Critical

Doctors, Grief, and
the Human Weight of Care

m Hidayat Bukhari

Hospitals are notjustinstitutions
ofhealing. Theyare theatres of human
hope, fear, faith, and heartbreak.
Inside those pale walls, stories unrav-
el every hour—oflife returned, of life
lost, of prayers whispered under
breath, and of silent tears staining
tiled corridors. In places like Jammu
& Kashmir, where government hos-
pitalsare often the firstand only point
of care for thousands, these stories
are magnified by chaos, understaff-
ing, and emotional exhaustion. But
amid all this, one thing remains con-
stant: people walk into these hospi-
tals holding the hands of their loved
ones, carrying with them unbearable
hope and unspoken dread.

A few days ago, an incident at a
prominent tertiary care hospital in
Srinagar reminded us that beneath
the statistics and protocols lies some-
thing profoundly human. A patient
was brought in with a suspected
cardiac arrest. The medical team
acted. Protocols were followed. But
life slipped away. And in the seconds
that followed the doctor's words, an
eruption of anguish took form. One of
the grieving family members, unable
tocontain the storminside him, raised
his hand against the very doctor who
tried to save his loved one.

The slap was wrong. No justifica-
tion can erase that act. But neither
can we dismiss the surge of des-
peration that preceded it. That slap
was not just violence; it was grief
unprocessed, heartbreak unmet,and
silence misunderstood. In that
moment, the hospital was not just a
place ofhealing—itbecameacrucible
of human fragility.It became areflec-
tionofahealthcare system that, while
striving to save lives, often forgets to

hold space for the living who carry
the weight of loss.

To understand that act is not to
excuse it, but to recognize a reality
we often ignore: that in every emer-
gency room, two kinds of traumas
unfold—oneinthe patient,and anoth-
er in the hearts of those who bring
them there. While the first receives
immediate attention, the second is
oftenleftunattended, untreated,and
ignored. We expect families to be
calm, collected, and composed while
they watch life ebbaway from some-
onetheylove. Thatexpectationisnot
just unfair—it is inhuman. A father
watchinghis child struggle for breath,
a daughter begging to know if her
mother will survive, a husband wait-
ingin silence outside the ICU—these
people are not bystanders. They are
carriers of unbearable emotions,
pushedtothe edgeinanenvironment
that does not pause to console.

The tragedy is that this emotion-
al collapse could be mitigated. Our
hospitals, especially tertiary centers
attached to GMCsin J&K, must begin
to institutionalize care not just for
the body, but for the breaking spirit.
We need trained grief counselors—
professionals who can sit beside the
mother whose child has just slipped
into coma, the son who watches his
father gasp for breath, the brother
who is told it’s too late. These coun-
selors are not luxuries. They are
necessities. Just as we staff emer-
gency units with doctorsand trauma
teams, we must staffthem with those
who can hold emotional space—who
can listen, soothe, explain, and sim-
ply be present.

Imagine that mother who walks
into the emergency ward at 2 a.m.,
clutching her child to her chest, sweat
running down her face, fear wrapped
around her heartbeat. She does not
understand the medical terminology,
she only understands that time is
slipping. She stares at doctors speak-
ing in hushed tones, she’s asked to
move aside, wait, sign. She cannot
process it. And when, a few minutes
later, she hears the words "We tried
ourbest," her kneesbuckle, her world

collapses. At that moment, more than
ever, someone must be there not to
cure, but to care. To hold her as she
grieves, to translate her anguishinto
somethingbearable, to make her feel
human again in a place that often
forgets humanity. In that precise
moment, she doesn’t need a solu-
tion—sheneedsahandtohold,avoice
to assure her that her pain is not
invisible.

The World Health Organization
reinforces this truth. Their framework
for quality healthcare does not end
atdiagnosis and treatment. It speaks
of “people-centered care,” which
means care thatis not only clinically
effective, but emotionally resonant.
Care that recognizes patients and
their families as humans first, not
just recipients of a service. In places
of loss, dignity must remain. And
dignity cannot existinsilence, confu-
sion, or bureaucratic indifference. It
must be held up by words of comfort,
by gestures of empathy, by a system
that recognizes grief as something
realand deserving of response. WHO
emphasizes the experience of care
asone of the pillars of health service
quality. That includes compassion,
communication, emotional support,
and a feeling of safety—all of which
often vanish in overcrowded, over-
stressed public hospitals.

Today, our hospitals are drowning
in numbers—doctor-patient ratios
that shame us, corridors lined with
stretchers, and doctors working
18-hour shifts. The compassion
fatigueisreal. The burnoutis measur-
able. And yet, even within that
exhaustion, doctors must be remind-
ed of the oath they took—an oath not
just to preserve life, but to preserve
humanity. Itisnotenough to say “We
did our best.” It is necessary to say it
with eyes that look into another’s,
with hands that offer support, with
a voice that does not hide behind
clinical detachment. The Hippocrat-
ic Oathis not just a document. It is a
sacred covenant with society, rooted
inempathy, care,and the fundamen-
tal duty to treat patients as whole
humanbeings—notjustorganstofix.

We, too, must stop seeing doctors
as machines or magicians. They are
neither. They are human beings who
carry extraordinary burdens. They
lose patients they've tried to save.
They hear wails and see tears and
sometimes, they cry too. But for them
tobeable tooffer true care, they need
tobe protected—physically,emotion-
ally, and systemically. Violence
against doctors is a failure of the
systemas muchasitisacrime of the
moment. But more deeply, it is a
symptom of a wider disconnect—
between the technical act of saving
lives and the human need to be seen
and supported in moments of help-
lessness.

The government has amoral obli-
gation here. Not just to pass laws, but
to fund counselors, create patient
liaison roles, train medical staff in
trauma communication,and tointro-
duce emotional intelligence as part
of the medical curriculum. In the
silence of a hospital after a death,
policy must take shape. In the space
where a mother falls to her knees in
grief, leadership must emerge. If we
donotrespond withreform, thenwe
are complicit in every scream that
echoes through those wards. We need
toreimagine healthcare notasaseries
of interventions, but as a continuum
of care—one that spans from the first
panic-stricken call for help to the final
moments of heartbreak and beyond.

Because healing is not just about
ventilators and vials. It is about how
we treat people when their world
falls apart. It is about remembering
that sometimes, even when a heart-
beat cannot be revived, a spirit can
be comforted. Sometimes, whenalife
cannot be saved, a soul can be held.
And sometimes, longbefore any med-
icine begins its work, it is compassion
that keeps us alive. It is in that glance,
that embrace, that whispered, “I'm
here”—that real healing begins.

Hidayat Bukhari is a scientist
and social activist currently
heading CyberX Info Systems
Rangreth as Director Proposals
and Business Strategy (US).
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m  Rayees Ahmad Kumar

A disturbing scene unfolded at SMHS
Hospital in Srinagar when a resident doctor, Dr.
Shahnawaz, was assaulted by a patient's
attendant, sparking widespread protests from
the medical fraternity. The incident occurred
on July 22, 2025, in the hospital's emergency
ward, after a patient named Javid Ahmad died
allegedly due to medical negligence. Resident
doctors suspended medical services and locked
the hospital gates, causing chaos and anguish
among patients and their families. Hundreds of
patients and attendants were stranded, with
some desperately seeking urgent medical
attention. The patient's family alleged that Dr.
Shahnawaz ignored Javid's worsening condi-
tion and asked for medicine to be brought from
outside, contributing to his death. They
demanded access to CCTV footage and an
independent investigation into the incident. A
CCTV video captured the moment when the
doctor was slapped by the patient's attendant,
sparking outrage across the medical commu-
nity. The doctors demanded strict action
against the accused and better protection for
healthcare professionals. GMC Srinagar
condemned the assault, and an FIR was also
registered against the accused. The adminis-
tration assured that hospitals are "public
institutions serving humanity" and appealed
for calm and respect during times of distress.
The medical fraternity has appealed for strict
security measures to prevent future incidents
and ensure hospitals remain safe spaces for

both patients and healthcare providers. If we
look back, it is not the single incident, which
has happened in the public health institutions
of Jammu Kashmir and earlier also such
episodes have ignited public outcry. Doctor's
profession is one of the noblest, in times of
desperation and intolerable pain, patient's only
hope is none other than a doctor. That is why,
he is often given the sobriquet of next to God in
view of their life saving services. Respecting
doctors is must for a society, given their utmost
role in the society. During wars, natural
calamities and global pandemics, these health
care professionals perform heroically to serve
humanity at large. In past, during World Wars
and Covid like situations, they have dedicated
themselves to ignite a ray of hope among dying
populations. Merely dedicating a day each year
on first July to organize seminars, symposiums
and debates and celebrating extravagantly
can't do anything wonderful, unless we are
morally upright to recognize the noble services
of these front line workers who work day and
night in hospitals, spending least time with
their families and almost neglecting both their
parents and children, giving priority to patient
care. Becoming a doctor is everyone's dream at
secondary and higher secondary level, however
only those who work tirelessly, study passion-
ately and burn midnight oil, qualify to prefix
Dr before their good names. This Dr before
their names is a testament to their dedication,
fortitude and cognitive efficiency. Thus, they
deserve utmost respect and honor in the
society. Harassing a doctor in health institu-
tions and compelling them to seek jobs outside
the state, is evidently a cause of concern and in
no way advantageous for general public
especially downtrodden people seeking
treatment in government hospitals. However,
soon after the perturbing video was shared on
all social media plateforms, displaying a doctor
being slapped by an attendent of a patient,
medical fraternity expressed strong outcry and

anguish and these Godly figures protested
outside the hospital demanding stern action
against the person. They shut the doors of
emergency ward and denied OPD services to
poor and underprivileged people, thereby
showing utter non-seriousness towards their
legitimate duties, which in no way can be
encouraging and demands mass condemnation
from all sections of society. Doctors can't deny
treatment to ill people merely for being
misbehaved, such incidents happen occasion-
ally and occur only when it seems that a doctor
hasn't shouldered his responsibility well.
However, it can't be denied that attendents and
sometimes patients too unnecessarily engage
in verbal brawls and assaults with doctors in
hospitals, to contain and check such incidents,
there are strict laws in Vogue which need to be
implemented in letter and sprit. Three years
ago, due to a sudden fall in the washroom of my
hired room at Ganderbal, the Achilles tendon of
my left leg got partially damaged, I was
admitted to prestigious SKIMS hospital of
Soura Srinagar for nine straight days. After a
successful surgery by renowned plastic
surgeon Prof Dr Umar Farooq Baba and
remaining bedridden for about four months, by
the grace of Almighty God, I was able to walk
freely and enjoy the vibrant colours of life
outside. They way Dr Umar treated me and
paramedical staff cooperated, it was all
heartwarming as well as commendable. Since
then I heartily respect doctor's community and
hold SKIMS in high regard and esteem as I had
lost all hopes and my every well wisher was
suggesting treatment outside the state, which I
completely refused and had full faith both in Dr
Umar Farooq Baba and SKIMS's work culture. It
is crucial to recognize the societal services of
doctors and in return, doctors also must do
justice with their noble profession.

Writer is a columnist based in Qazigund
Kashmir.
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Falling

Ro0ofs, Falling Conscience:

Jhalawar Accident And The Death Hidden
In The Foundation Of Our System

m Priyanka Saurabh

The roof of a government school col-
lapsed in Jhalawar district of Rajasthan.
And buried under it, some innocent chil-
dren - those children who had dreams in
theireyes,who had a future in their books
- became silent forever. Someone said,
"Itwas anaccident”. But for those whose
lives were destroyed, it was not an acci-
dent. It was murder. And the murderers
areall of us - whetheritis the government
system, the administration, the contrac-
tors, or the society.

Whendid our society become soinsen-
sitive that even on the news of a school
roof collapse, we just write 'tribute’ and
'sad’ on social media and move on? Have
we learned so quickly to accept the death
of children as the 'new normal'?

Every brick testifies that it wasn't the
roof of this school that was weak - cor-
ruption wasembedded in its foundation.
Fromthe building's plans to the construc-
tion material, someone fled from hon-
esty at every step. And when honesty
runs away, conscience falls. And when
conscience falls, roofs fall,and innocents
are buried.

You are the contractor? You are the
mason? You are the engineer? Then you
are responsible. If you took bribes, if you
used cheap materials, if you turned ablind
eye, then you are the murderer. And I do
not use these words lightly. The roof that
has collapsed today was not made of just
cement and iron rods—it was the roof of
our trust, our responsibility and the spir-
it of our Constitution. When it collapsed,
itwas asign that this country's promise of
public welfare now exists only on paper.

The question is who investigates these

accidents? The same department whose
officials turned a blind eye during the
construction? The same leaders on whose
orders tenders were distributed? Have we
ever seen a minister resigning for such an
accident? Probably not. Because in our
country the dignity of the post is left, not
the responsibility.

This conscience has been shaken many
times before the Jhalawar incident. In Mad-
hya Pradesh, seven children died when a
school wall collapsed. In Uttar Pradesh, a
bridge collapsed three days afteritsinaugu-
ration. In Bihar, a part of the roof of a hospi-
tal collapsed and a patient died. These are
not accidents, but a pattern. And the name
of this pattern is - “Contractorship System”.

This system is a triangle of politics,
bureaucracy and business, in which the
publicis always oppressed. And when the
publicis oppressed in the form of children
studying in school, then this triangle
becomes a tragedy.

Our system is not just responsible, it
has also become insensitive. Politicians
express grief over every dead child,
announce compensation, and then get

busy in the next election rally. But what is
compensation foramother? The child who
was supposed toreturn after the afternoon
break, now returns wrapped in a white
sheet. Can any amount of money return
the warmth of that pallu in which only
emptiness is left now?

Wealsohave to thinkwhy thishappens?
Are our school buildings so old? No. In
many places, even the recently built schools
are collapsing. The real reason is non-
compliance with standard procedures. Use
of cheap materialsinbuilding school build-
ings, local political interference, nepotism
inthe tender process,and lack of technical
inspection during construction.

Governments make plans—"Sarva Shik-
shaAbhiyan","Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan",
"School Chalen Hum"—but is there any
"School Bachay Rahein" campaign? Are
there any plans to save children's lives? Or
are they just for statistics?

Here is another aspect—in rural areas,
many schools are built on panchayatland,
which are neither inspected regularly nor
repaired. In many places, the Pradhan
himself is the contractor, and the word

'quality’ in his construction is a joke. In
some places, the walls of government
schools are covered with posters and
slogans—"India will progress only if India
studies"—butinside the walls, bricks made
of sand and corruption are breathing.

The problem is not just of the building,
but of the entire mentality. As long as we
keep looking at every government work
with the mentality of 'chalta hai' (it's okay),
the roofs will keep falling. And with every
roof,some dreams, some smiling facesand
the entire world of some parents will keep
collapsing.

We have to initiate change now—
responsibility must be fixed. There should
be a 'live audit’ of every government
construction. The construction material
should be checked by an independent
agency. The quality report of school build-
ings should be made available to the
public through RTI. The local commu-
nity should be given the right to monitor
the construction work.

Not only this, judicial intervention is
also necessary now. The Supreme Court
should take suo motu cognizance of such

cases. Negligence in construction should
be considered 'criminal negligence' and
cases should be registered against the
culprits under non-bailable sections.

Now the time has come for the society
to understand its role. In every locality,
every village, people should ask—is our
children's school safe or not? If not, then
we should raise our voice. Keeping quiet
isalso a crime.

Journalists should also go to the spot
and report, and go beyond headlines like
“X children died” and ask questions like
“Whydid they die?” “Whose negligence?”
and “What action now?” If journalism is
limited to statistics, then it too cannot
escape the responsibility of this system.

The souls of those innocent children of
Jhalawar may no longer be in this world,
but their memories will keep reminding
us how dangerous our silence canbe. Every
child whowent to study in that school had
invested in the future of the country. But
in return we buried them in rubble.

The next time you see a building being
constructed,don'tjustlook athowtallitwill
be, also think whether there is faith in its
foundation or not. Because if there is greed,
negligence and corruptioninthe foundation,
then it is not a building, but a grave.

The debris scattered in Jhalawar today
is not just the debris of one building, it is
alsothe debris of our thoughts, ourrespon-
sibility and our sensitivity.

Those children don't want tributes—
they wantjustice. And justice will happen
when the roofs of our system become
strong again. When there is honesty in
every brick. When the contractor will build
with his conscience. When the officer will
not be negligent in inspection. When the
society will not remain silent.

Finally, a question-

Every broken roof, every falling wall is
asking us - is your conscience still alive?

The author is a Research Scholar in
Political Science, Poet, freelance
journalist and columnist, Ubba
Bhawan, Aryanagar, Hisar
(Haryana)-127045
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Inaworld hyperconnected by tech-
nology, we are lonelier than ever.In a
world obsessed with progress and
perfectionwhere everymomentislived
under the weight of performance a
silent pandemic has taken root in mil-
lions of minds it does not explode like
wars nor terrify like physical disease
yet it erodes peace joy and meaning
quietly hidden behind smiling faces
and carefully curated online lives
depressionand anxietyare the unseen
wounds of the modern age even as
technology advances and comforts
increase the humanspirit quietlybends
under the heavy weight of stress lone-
linessand emotional fatigue as William
Faulkner once said the past is never
dead it’s not even past and for those
carrying unresolved trauma or emo-
tional scars those words are not just
poetic but painfully real.

Depression and anxiety are not
flaws they are real health conditions
with psychological and medical roots
they touch people across every class
age and background with more than
280 million people suffering from
depression and over 300 million bat-
tling anxiety worldwide the numbers
are enormous yet still do not capture
the private suffering behind closed
doorswhereindividuals remaininvis-
ible unheard and untreated often

silencedby fearorsocietalshame unlike
a broken bone mental pain often
remains hiddenuntilitbreakssomeone
completely.This painis spreading most
rapidly among the youth in a world
thatdemands perfectionfromstudents
job seekers and social media users
young minds are cracking under con-
stantcomparison unrealisticstandards
andrelentless pressureinstead oflearn-
inghow to pause and simply exist they
push themselves toward a breaking
point usually unnoticed until it’s too
late while chasing applause likes and
flawless appearances they forget how
to breathe how to rest how to feel
enough.

I would like to emphasize that a
broken mind is as real as a broken
bone he calls for open spaces where
pain can be spoken without fear I
would like to warns of rising mental
illness among young people and
believes mental health must be part
of school education not something
we wait toaddress after abreakdown
happens.It is explains how social
media’s constant comparison culture
is stealing the confidence and direc-
tion of countless youth who quietly
believe they are never good enough
never beautiful enough never suc-
cessful enough.Socal media while
connecting the world has also cre-
ated deep emotional disconnection
we are always online yet often pain-
fully alone we scroll throughillusions
of perfectionand lose our own peace
in the process nights feel longer
silence feels heavier and even with
hundreds of virtual friends there’s no
onetotruly talk tothismodernlone-
liness eatsaway at the soulinsilence.

The problem deepens in places
marked by violence and political

unrest like Kashmir where mental
health becomes not just personal
suffering but community trauma
generations grow up knowing how
tosurvive not howto heal theiremo-
tional wounds rundeep and complex
and yet support is scarce mental ill-
ness in many societies is still dis-
missed as weakness or madness
families ignore it friends laugh and
neighbors gossip pushing sufferers
intodeeper silence asilence that often
becomes deadly as we cannot expect
healingin a society that mocks pain.

Whatcanwe dowe mustfirstaccept
that depression and anxiety are real
urgentand treatable they require care
therapy and compassion not denial
educationmustbereformedtoinclude
mental health awareness and even
spiritualleaders must create safe spac-
eswhereseekinghelpisseenasstrength
media must stop glorifying tragedy
and start highlighting healing and
resilience governments mustinvestin
mental health services fromschoolsto
hospitals to remote villages.

And mostimportantly we as peo-
ple must care asking someone how
they truly feel and listening without
judging canbeginapowerful journey
of healing sometimes being present
is enough and if you are someone
struggling know this your pain is
valid but not permanent you are not
weakyouare human Rumionce wrote
thewoundis the place where the light
enters you and that light still lives
within you.Together with honesty
compassion and courage we can
change the story sothat noone suffers
in silence and every mind is valued.

The Author Is A Regular
Columnist And Freelance Writer

a career choice

m Vijay GarG

In a country like India where the majority of its
population livesinrural areas, rural life or development
is crucial. It is not only in India but in most of the devel-
oping countries majority lives in rural areas. We need
to know the importance of rural development and how
it helps to bring sustainable changes for us. It is a com-
prehensive process focused on improving the eco-
nomic and social well-being of people living in rural
areas.Itencompassesvariousinitiativesaimed atenhanc-
inglivelihoods, infrastructure,andsocial transformation
invillages and other sub urban areas.

RuraldevelopmentinIndiafocusesonimprovingthe
economicand social well-being of people living inrural
India, which constitute a significant portion of the
country's population. It encompasses various aspects
like agricultural development, infrastructure building,
socialinfrastructure development,and improvingaccess
to healthcare, education, and other essential services.
Rural developmentis crucial for India's overall progress,
as it addresses the needs of a large segment of the
population and contributes significantly to the national
income and employment. It is a must for Viksit Bharat.

In a gesture both symbolic and strategic, the United
Nations General Assembly declared July 6 as World Rural
Development Day, reaffirming its unwavering commit-
ment to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
This declaration, steeped in the spirit of international
solidarity, acknowledges the deep-rooted challenge of
rural poverty and the necessity of addressing it as a
precondition for achieving the broader goals of eco-
nomic, social, and environmental sustainability. Draw-
ing from a lineage of global declarations and resolu-
tions—from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

tothe Addis Ababa Action Agenda—the resolution seeks
to shine a sustained light on the lives and struggles of
those who till the soil, harvest the seas, and nurture the
land in rural corners of the world.

The observance of World Rural Development Day, as
outlined, is notintended asa mere ceremonial gesture, but
as a catalyst for meaningful action. Governments, civil
society,international organizations,and academicinstitu-
tionsareinvited to partake intheannual commemoration
throughconcreteactivities, policydialogue,and grassroots
initiatives. Withaclearemphasisonvoluntary contributions
and locally driven strategies, the resolution entrusts this
Day with the power to elevate rural voices, galvanize
development efforts, and renew the world’s collective
promise: to leave no one behind, not even in the most
remote and forgotten places of the earth.

Ruraldevelopment could be acareeroption forthose
whodream to bring social changes around them. There
are options and opportunities for aspirants who are
committed and also qualified. There are many courses
related to rural development. A Rural Development
professional plays a key role in transforming villages by
planningand monitoring developing plans and activities
and enhancing different targets of the governments or
otherdevelopmentagencies. Thiscareerisideal for those
whowanttosupportthe economic,environmental,and
social transformations.One may getjobs in government
and also in nongovernmental organisations or other
developmental agencies.

Most of the universities and colleges offer courses
related to rural development. National Institute of Pan-
chayati Raj and Rural Development offers different
courses like Post Graduate Diplomas. Tata Institute of
Social Sciences also offers specialized courses related to
rural development. There are different management
courses related to rural development which are also
offered by B Schools. Open and distance learning cours-
esarealsoavailableincluding courses from IGNOU. Apart
fromacademic qualifications one must possess employ-
ability skills to succeed through rural development.

Vijay Garg Retired Principal Educational
columnist Eminent Educationist street kour Chand
MHR Malout Punjab
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Adressing The Issue Of Violence Against Doctors With Special
Emphasis On Building Robust Public Healthcare System

m Dr. Tasaduk Hussain ltoo

India's healthcare system is in crisis,
withviolence againstdoctorsbeingamajor
concern. Every week, multiple incidents
of assault on doctors are reported, espe-
ciallyingovernment hospitals. A stagger-
ing75%of doctorsinIndia have faced some
form of violence at work, according to a
survey by theIndian Medical Association.

The root causes of this violence are
complex. Disturbed doctor-patient rela-
tionships and patient dissatisfaction are
key factors. When patients' expectations
aren't met, it can lead to discontent and
even violence. Agitated friends and rela-
tivesaccompanying patientsare often the
perpetrators,and emergency wards, ICUs,
and general medicine wards are the most
common settings for such incidents.

Recent studies haveidentified twomain
factors contributing to the increasing
violence: patients' increased awareness
of theirrights and poor quality of medical
services. Other factors include high out-
of-pocket healthcare expenses, lack of
trust in doctors and hospitals, commer-

cialization of healthcare, and inadequate
government investment. Patients are no
longer silent about medical malpractice
or negligence and demand explanations
and compensation, leading to disputes
and violent acts.

To address this issue, it's crucial to
improve the quality of medical services
and prevent avoidable disputes. Hospital
directors play a vital role in managing
hospitals and enhancing service quality.
They should be empowered to appoint
andaudit staffbased on performanceand
review staff performance to develop ser-
vicesand planning. An effectiveincentive
and constraint mechanism can monitor
hospital directors and strengthen quality
management.

Reforming the medical educationsys-
tem s also essential. Strict accreditations
for medical schools can ensure high stan-
dards, and institutions that fail to meet
these standards should be closed after
being given a chance to improve. The
number of enrolments in medical col-
leges should be based on the quality of
teachers and facilities.

Moreimportantly,toaddress theissue
of violence against doctors, we need to
build robust public healthcare system.The
current publicexpenditure on healthcare
in India is just above 1.5 percent of the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and we
needtoraiseittoatleast3.5 percentinthe
near term. We should remember that
severaldeveloped countries already spend
more than 10 percent of its GDP as public
health expenditure.

India should be able to strengthen the

three tier public healthcare system by
adopting a strategy, with emphasis on
pouring more resources into the primary
healthcare centres. It is estimated that
almost90percentofthe medical treatment
demand canbe metatthe primaryhealth-
care level and very few patients need to
bereferred to higher centers of the health-
care ladder. Provided, proper health edu-
cationand awareness, particularly regard-
ing emerging common lifestyle diseases
andinfectionsisensured at primary level
of care. Having said that, the way out is to
strengthenour primary healthcare setup
and ensure a basic access of healthcare
services to our entire population.

The United Nations High Level Political
Declaration onUniversal Health Coverage
callsforaccessibleand equitable healthcare
services to every single person and advo-
catesgreateremphasison primary health-
care.Primary healthcare mustbeimproved
-startingwith sub-centres, thefirst health
post for the community. By staffing them
with well-trained non-physician health
care providers, both facility-based and
outreachservicescanbe provided without
being doctor dependent. Sub- district
hospitals too should be strengthened to
provide high quality secondary care,some
elements of essential tertiary care and
training to different categories of health
care providers. This would also help in
relievingunending crowdsintertiarycare
hospitals.

The next priority should be toimprove
thesizeandquality ofour healthworkforce.
Without this, the promise of achieving
UniversalHealth Coverage willremainan

empty entitlement. Since primary health
care is our first priority, resources must
bedevoted tothe production of competent
and committed community health work-
ersforthefrontline, mid-level health work-
ersor AYUSH doctors for the sub-centres,
and general and specialist nurses as well
as non-specialist doctors for primary
health centres.

More specialists are needed for higher
levels of health care including the district
hospitals. New nursing and medical col-
leges should be preferentially set up in
districts which presently have very few,
linking them to tertiary-care hospitals. It
isindeed amatterof satisfaction thatnew
medical colleges at district level are being
set up by government. However more
needs to be done to ensure adequate staff
recruitment, strengthen all specialties,
build infrastructure to ensure facilities,
strengthen the emergency cure and
improve patient careand managementin
the newly set medical colleges. Public
health competencies must be increased
through inter-disciplinary education
which is aligned to health system needs.
Improved management of all of these
human resources must involve better
incentives for recruitment and retention,
cadrereview and creation of well defined
career tracks.

Theanotherfocus should be to provide
essential medicines and diagnostics free
of cost at all public facilities. At the same
time, referral linkages and patient trans-
port services should be improved to inte-
grate primary, secondary and tertiary
health care in the public system. Difficult

toreach areas and vulnerable population
groups should receive special attention,
even as the principle of universality must
be applied while designing health ser-
vices.

Regulatory systems need strengthen-
ing-from hospital accreditation to health
professional education and from drug
licensing to mandatory adoption of stan-
dard management guidelines for diagno-
sis and treatment of different disease
conditions at each level of health care.

A district wise inter-operable Health
Information Networkis needed toimprove
governance, accountability, portability,
storage of healthrecordsand management.
Moreover,community participation must
be supportedtoactively engage peoplein
thedesign, delivery, monitoringand eval-
uation of health programmes. Finally,
larger healthcareinvestmentsand budget
allocation should also be made in health
promoting programmes in other sectors
such as water, sanitation, nutrition, envi-
ronment, urban design and livelihood
generation. In conclusion, doctors and
patients must work together to demand
greatercommitment from the government
toaddress the underlying social determi-
nantsofviolence againstdoctors. By build-
ing trust and cooperation, we can create
a safer and more effective healthcare
system for all.

Author is well known Medico- Sci-
entist of International Repute. A
Columnist and Regular Contributor
to HT, Can be reached @ - drtasa-
dukitoo@gmail.com

Over 200 day care Cancer Centres
approved across India for 2025-26

B HT News Desk / KINS

SRINAGAR, JULY 25: In a significant push to
expand cancer care infrastructure, the Central
Government has approved the establishment of
over 200 Day Care Cancer Centres (DCCCs)across
India for the year 2025-26. This was announced
by Union Minister of State for Health and Fam-
ily Welfare, Prataprao Jadhav, in a written reply
to a query in the Lok Sabha today.

Uttar Pradesh willlead the nationwide rollout
with 75 proposed centres across districts like
Moradabad, Bareilly, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Saharanpur, Jhansi,and Bijnor. Telangana follows
with 33 centres, while Maharashtra ranks third
with 27 centres. Karnataka and Jharkhand will
each have 16 centres.

“These centres will be primarily set up in
district hospitals, depending on the availability
of space and required logistics. However, other
government healthcare facilities may also host
the centres based on feasibility and proposals
submitted by the States,” Jadhav said.

He added thateach DCCCwill costup to31.49
crore to establish, with costs varying according
to local infrastructure gaps and needs.

The decision follows a national gap analysis

Indian Council

The move is

conducted by the Ministry of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare using cancer registry data from the

of Medical Research (ICMR).

Districts with higher cancer burden were pri-
oritized, as per the guidelines laid out after the
Union Budget 2025-26.

Proposals from States and Union Territories
were assessed and finalized by the National
Programme Coordination Committee (NPCC),
ensuring efficient use of resources and avoiding
duplication of services.

expected to bring accessible,

quality cancer care closer to patients, especially
inunderserved and rural regions of the country.

Car Emissions, Air Pollution Linked To
Higher Dementia Risk: Study

m United News of India

NEW DELHI, JULY 25: Regular exposure to air pollution, includ-
ing that coming from carexhaust emissions, canincreased your risk
of dementia, according to an analysis of studies published on Friday.

Dementias such as Alzheimer's disease are estimated to affect
more than 57.4 million people worldwide, a number that is
expected to almost triple to 152.8 million cases by 2050.

The study, published inthe journal The Lancet Planetary Health,
showed that for every 10 micrograms per cubic metre of PM2.5,
anindividual's relative risk of dementia would increase by 17 per
cent. For each 1 micrograms per cubic metre of soot as found in
PM2.5, the relative risk for the cognitive condition increased by
13 per cent. Soot comes from sources such as vehicle exhaust
emissions and burning wood.

"These findings underscore the need for an interdisciplinary
approach to dementia prevention. Preventing dementia is not just
the responsibility of health care: this study strengthens the case
thaturban planning, transport policy,and environmental regula-
tion all have a significant role to play,” said joint first author Dr.
Christiaan Bredell from the University of Cambridge. Air pollution
causesinflammationin the brain and oxidative stress (a chemical
process in the body that can cause damage to cells, proteins, and
DNA), leading to the onset and progression of dementia.

"Tackling air pollution can deliver long-term health, social,
climate, and economic benefits. It can reduce the immense bur-
den on patients, families, and caregivers, while easing pressure
on overstretched health care systems,” said Dr. Haneen Khreis
from the MRC Epidemiology Unit.

For the study, the team carried out a systematic review and
meta-analysis of existing scientific literature. They included 51
studies, including data from more than 29 million participants,
mostly from high-income countries. Of these, 34 papers were
included in the meta-analysis: 15 originated in North America,
10 in Europe, seven in Asia, and two in Australia.
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PM Modi, Maldivian President Muizzu hold restricted
talks, followed by delegatlon leveltalks in Male

&
7

m United News Of India

MALE/NEW DELH], JULY 25:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Maldivian President
Mohamed Muizzu held talks in
restricted format followed by
delegation level talks in Male
today, which are expected to be
followed by the signing of sev-
eral MoUs and the inauguration
of joint initiatives, aimed at
advancing cooperation across
critical sectors of mutual interest.

The delegation level talks
lasted nearly an hour.

PM Modi, who arrived in Male
earlierinthedayonatwo-daystate
visit, was welcomed by President
Muizzu at the Velana Internation-
al Airport in a special gesture.

PM Modi was extended a
guard of honour as part of the
ceremonial welcome, in the pres-
ence of senior representatives
from both governments.

Maldivian officials joined
India's senior-most delegates,
underscoring the diplomatic
weightofthe visit. The reception

" !. 1-‘5’\ <

also featured a cultural perfor-
mance by students of Majeedhi-
yaa School.

The visitby PM Modiis his first
official visit to the Maldives since
assuming office for a third con-
secutive term and also the first
since President Muizzu took
office.

PM Modi’s visit comes as the
Maldives celebrates its 60th anni-

versary ofindependence and also
as the two nations mark six
decades of formal ties.

InapostonX,PM Modiwrote
in Dhivehi, expressing hisappre-
ciation for being received at the
airport by President Muizzu. He
reiterated his belief that the bilat-
eral partnership is poised to
expand in the days ahead.

"[ have arrived in Malé. [ am

very pleased that President Muiz-
zu was present at the airport to
welcome me.lam confident that
the relationship between India
and the Maldives will ascend to
new heightsinthe comingdays,"
Prime Minister Modi stated.
PM Modi also engaged with
members of the Indian commu-
nity residing in Malé, who had
gathered at the airport to wel-

come him. "The citizens of India
play a crucial role in advancing
the friendship betweenIndiaand
the Maldives," he wrote.

"lam pleased to have had the
opportunity to meet withIndian
citizens residing in the Maldives
during this visit. I express my
gratitude for the warm welcome
extended."

Earlier, Prime Minister Modi
saiditisan honourto participate
in celebrations marking the 60th
anniversary of the Maldives'inde-
pendence.

"I am honoured to be taking
part in the 60th Independence
Day celebrations of the Maldives.
This year we also mark 60 years
ofIndia-Maldives diplomaticrela-
tions. The talks with President
Muizzu will certainly add
momentum tobilateral tiesacross
diverse sectors," he wrote.

President Muizzu had first
travelled toNew Delhiin Junelast
year to attend Prime Minister
Modi's swearing-in ceremony,
followed by a state visit in Octo-
ber. UNIRN

MoD inks Rs 2,000 cr deal
with BEL for Air Defence Fire
Control Radars

m United News Of India

NEW DELHI, JULY 25: Defence Ministry today signed
a contract with Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) for the
procurement of Air Defence Fire Control Radars for the
Indian Army, worth around Rs 2,000 crore.

The deal is under the Buy (Indian-Indigenously
Designed Developed and Manufactured) category, a
Defence Ministry statement said.

The contract was inked and exchanged by senior
officials of MOD and BEL in presence of Defence Secretary
Rajesh Kumar Singh here.

Withminimum 70 per centindigenous content, these
Fire Control Radars will be able to detect all forms of
air-borne threats, including fighter aircraft, attack heli-
copters and enemy drones.

This would mark a significant milestone in the mod-
ernisation of the Air Defence Regiments and enhance the
Indian Army’s operational readiness, while contributing
to the economic growth of the nation.

The procurement marks a pivotal step towards empow-
ering indigenous defence industries by encouraging
Indian MSMEs through components’ manufacturing and
raw material supply. UNI RBE ARN

Congress to hold OBC leaders meet in Delhi,
Telangana delegation to discuss BC reservations

m United News Of India

NEW DELHI/HYDERABAD, JULY
25: The Congress party is set to hold
a major meeting of its OBC (Other
Backward Classes)leaders at the Talk-
atoraStadiumin New Delhi on Friday,
with a special focus on the social,
educational,and economic upliftment
of backward communities across the
country.

The meeting will see participa-
tion from a wide array of Congress
leaders, including PCC Chief Mahesh
Kumar Goud, BC Ministers, MLAs,
MPs, MLCs, Corporation Chairmen,
former legislators, DCC Presidents,
and heads of BC-affiliated groups.
Leaders from the Youth Congress,
NSUI, Library Society, Market Com-
mittees, BC intellectuals, and vari-
ous caste group representatives will
also be attending.

The event will be marked by
addresses from key national leaders.

Congress President Mallikarjun
Kharge and Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi will
be the main speakers. Rahul Gandhi
is expected to provide direction on
launching a strong and united OBC
movement aimed at empowering
oppressed communities and ensuring
greater inclusion.

Acrucial part of the meeting will

be the deliberation on the role of BC
leaders in building awareness and
unity among OBC communities
nationwide. Telangana’s Congress BC
leaders will also use this platform to
engage in discussions with Rahul
Gandhi regarding BC reservations
and the future political roadmap for
backward classes in the state, a par-
ty statement said. UNIVV AAB

SC sends ‘Udaipur Files’
movie release challenge to
High Court, refuses to
extend stay

m United News Of India

NEW DELHI, JULY 25: The Supreme Court today rele-
gated to the Delhi High Court the petitions challenging the
Central Government’s order allowing the release of the
movie 'UdaipurFiles'subjecttosix further cuts, while refus-
ing to extend the stay on the film’s release.

A Bench comprising Justice Surya Kant and Justice Joy-
malya Bagchi said it would pass an order requesting the
High Court to consider the challenge to the revisional
authority’s order on Monday itself.

The Court recorded that the producer’s petition before
it was withdrawn, while the accused’s petition was closed
with liberty to pursue the matter before the High Court.

Clarifying that it had not expressed any opinion on
merits, the Bench told petitioners to approach the High
Court. Justice Surya Kant remarked, “Please don’t waste
time here. Go to the High Court.”

Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal, representing the petitioners,
urged the Court to restrain the film’s release till the High
Court considered their plea. However, Justice Kant refused
to pass any interim order, stating, “Meanwhile, nothing.”

Senior Advocate GauravBhatia, for the producers, argued
that petitioners before the High Court could not seek
interim relief from the Supreme Court, particularly when
the producers wanted to withdraw their petition.

Referring to a similar matter involving the movie 'The
Kerala Story', he said, “I have lost twelve days already.”

Justice Kant, on a lighter note, replied, “Don’t think you
were inlosses in these 12 days,” noting the publicity gener-
ated by the litigation.

Acounsel foranintervenor submitted that the petition-
ers’ concernswereimaginary,citingnoadverse consequence
from earlier films like ' the Kashmir Files' and the 'Kerala
Story'.

He criticised the “hyper sensitivity syndrome” of peti-
tioners seeking to act as a “super censor.”

Bhatia added that any interim order now would cause
further damage to the producers.Sibal,inresponse, argued
that the present case was different as the petitioner had
watched the film and was challenging its content, also cit-
ing the Supreme Court’s hate speech judgment in Amish
Devgan v. Union of India.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi observed that the Wednesbury
principle would apply when an expert body had taken a
decision.(The Wednesbury principle establishes astandard
for judicial review where courts can overturn decisions
madeby publicbodiesifthose decisionsare sounreasonable
that no reasonable authority could have made them.)

Ultimately, the Bench directed that the High Court hear
the matter on Monday, reiterating thatit had not expressed
any view on the merits.

Yesterday (July 24), the Court indicated it may remit the
matter to the Delhi High Court for interim relief.

During the hearing, Justice Surya Kant remarked, “It is
the right of the society to watch or not watch a movie,” and
stressed that judicial officers must decide cases based
strictly on evidence. Commenting on public perception, he
said, “The judiciary should remain unaffected by all this
nonsense... Mostof usdon’t read newspapers in the morn-
ing. We don’t care about it.”

Will act tough against language-based
violence, says CM Fadnavis

m United News Of India

MUMBALI, JULY 25: Maharashtra
ChiefMinister Devendra Fadnavis has
warned that violence in the name of
language will not be tolerated.

"One can take pride in the Marathi
language, butassaulting others for not
knowing or speaking Marathi will not
be accepted.Legal action will be taken
against such offenders," he stated.

Fadnavis was speaking at Jawaha-
rlal Nehru University (JNU) in Delhi
during the foundation stone laying
ceremony of anew Centre for Strate-
gicand Defence Studies named after
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and the
inauguration of the Kusumagraj Chair
for Marathi language studies last
evening.

Highlighting the significance of
Marathi, Fadnavis saiditisanancient
language. "It was due to our request
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
granted it the status of a classical
language. Pride in Marathi is natural
andjustified, butviolence inits name
will notbe tolerated. Those indulging

in such actions will face strict legal
consequences", he said.

He emphasized Marathi’s contri-
bution to the country, especially in
the field of theatre. "If any language
has kept Indian theatre alive across
the nation, it is Marathi", he said.
Fadnavis added that research and
academic study of the language is
vitaland the Kusumagraj ChairatJNU

will work towards that objective.

Fadnavisalso stressed the impor-
tance of respecting all Indian lan-
guages. "Every citizen must take pride
in their mother tongue. However,
respecting other Indian languages is
also our responsibility. We easily
accept English but often neglect our
native languages, whichis notright,”
he said. UNI SP PRS

IAEA chief Grossi rules out inspection
of Iran’s nuke programme

m United News Of India

TEHRAN, JULY 25: Amid Iran’s
readiness toresume technical discus-
sions with the UN’s nuclear watchdog
group - the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) - the body’s
chiefRafael Grossi said today thatany
planned visit to the country would
not involve inspectors.

Speakingin Singapore, Grossi said
the agency had proposed talks with
Tehran on “the modalities as to how
to restart or begin (inspections)
again,” beginning with procedural
issuesand potentiallymoving to high-
level consultationslater, reports Iran
International.

Grossifurtheremphasised onthe
need for engagement, or rather re-
engagement, stating that the IAEA
lacks any updated information on
Tehran’s nuclear programme, par-
ticularlyitsarsenal of highly enriched
uranium, datawhichis crucial before
resuming any technical talks.

“Thisiswhyitissoimportantthat
we engage as soon as possible and

that we can start our inspection,” he
said. FollowinglIran’s 12-day war with
Israel, Tehran suspended all coop-
eration with the agency, accusing it
of a pro-Jerusalem and pro-Western
bias thus lacking any objectivity in
its assessments, Grossi’s refusal to
condemn the US airstrikes on June

22, as well as supplying Jerusalem
vital information about its nuclear
program.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Esmail Baghaei said today that a
senior IAEA official is expected to
visit Tehran in the coming weeks for
talks on a new cooperation frame-
work, but madeitclearthatthere are
no plans for the delegationtoinspect
nuclear facilities damaged in the
strikes.

He said the visit will focus on pro-
cedural coordination, and any further
cooperation willdepend ondecisions
by Iran’s Supreme National Security
Council.

The country’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Kazem Gharibabadi had
earlier confirmed that a technical
IAEA delegation would travel to Teh-
ran, reiterating that the visit was only
restricted to technical talks and any
site inspections were not on the
agenda. He said Iran’s engagement
with the agency is being guided by
legislation passed after the June
attacks. UNI ANV SSP

@

US diplomat Tom Barrack announces breakthrough in reaching Israel-Syria settlement

m United News Of India

PARIS, JULY 25: US Special
Envoy for Syria Tom Barrack
yesterday announced that a
rare meeting between Syrian
and Israeli officials, held in
Paris, had succeeded in achiev-
inginitial de-escalationinthe
wake of a violent flare-up in
southern Syria.

Barrack confirmed that he
met Israeli Minister of Strate-
gic Affairs Ron Dermer and
Syrian Foreign Minister Asaad
al-Shibani, reports Axios.

®© 00 ©

The talks focused on the
deteriorating security situa-
tion in Syria’s Suwayda prov-
ince, where armed clashes
between Bedouin tribes and
Druze self-defence groups
erupted last week, leading to
massive casualties.

“I'met thisevening with the
Syrians and Israelis in Paris.
Our goal was dialogue and
de-escalation, and we accom-
plished precisely that,” Bar-
rack posted on X. “All parties
reiterated their commitment
to continuing these efforts.”

The meeting came in
response to escalating violence
in Suwayda, a predominantly
DruzeregioninsouthernSyria.

According to the Syrian
Defence Ministry, over 30
people were killed and more
than 100injured in the recent
clashes.

However, the UK-based
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights has reported a signifi-
cantly higher toll, citing 940
deaths since the violence
began, including 262 Druze
civilians.

Following the unrest, the
Syrian Army and interior min-
istry deployed troops to crack
down on what they termed
"illegal armed factions". While
deployed to restore stability
and disarm both militias, the
Syrian forces reportedly
actively joined the Bedouins,
harassing the Druze commu-
nity further.

Inresponse, Israel launched
military strikes on critical Syr-
ian government targets,
including its Defence head-
quarters,and amilitaryinstal-

lation located very near its
Presidential Palace, as awarn-
ing to Damascus to withdraw
its forces from Suwayda, citing
protection of the Syrian Druze
population —asizeable minor-
ity in Israel, as well as its
refusal to allow any armed
Syrian presence south of
Damascus.

The meeting between the
Syrian and Israeli officials in
Paris, though unofficial in
nature, marks a rare channel
of directengagementbetween
Israel and Syria — two coun-

tries that have no formal dip-
lomatic relations and remain
technically in a state of war.

While the details of the de-
escalation measures remain
unclear, Barrack’s statement
suggestsamutual understand-
ing was reached to prevent
further military escalation in
the border regions.

It is also seen as part of
broader US efforts to reduce
regional tensions amid grow-
ing concerns of a spillover from
localised conflicts into wider
instability. UNI ANV SSP
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DC Srinagar hands-over 201 sanction letters to Mission YUVA
beneficiaries for setting up self-employment units

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, JULY 25: In a
significant move towards youth
empowerment and promoting
self-reliance, Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, Akshay
Labroo, today handed-over
Sanction Letters to the ben-
eficiaries of Mission YUVA
initiative to support entre-
preneurs in establishing self-
employment generating units
in the district.

Inthisregard,anevent was
organized at the Meeting Hall
of the DC Office Complex which
was attended by Additional
District Development Commis-
sioner Srinagar, Rifat Aftab
Qureshi; Chief Planning Officer,
Fayaz Ahmad Dar; Divisional
Head J&K Bank, Shabir Ahmad

Bhat, Zonal Head J&K Bank,
RajaZaffar Khan, Deputy Direc-
tor Employment, Dr Sheeba
Inayat, DSWO, LDM (Banks),
Heads of various J&K Bank Busi-
ness Units and other concerned,
alongside a large number of
Mission YUVA beneficiaries
from different parts of the Sri-
nagar district.

On the occasion, DC handed
over 201 sanction letters to as-
piring entrepreneurs under Mis-
sion YUVA initiative whose
proposals had been approved
after thorough evaluation by the
District Level Implementation
Committee (DLIC) marking a
significant momentin the district
administration’s efforts to em-
power youththrough sustainable
self-employment ventures and
foster economic growth by en-

abling youth to earn their liveli-
hood in a dignified manner.

Speaking on the occasion,
DCunderlined that the Admin-
istrationis working hard tocre-
ate a vibrant entrepreneurial
ecosystem in Srinagar district.
He urged expeditious disposal
of all Mission YUVA cases so that
maximum benefits reach the
aspiring entrepreneurs swiftly.

He emphasized that the
scheme is designed for easy ac-
cess, enabling beneficiaries to
receive benefits in a hassle free
mode directly without unneces-
sary visits to different Govern-
ment offices.

DC also commended the
inter-departmental cooperation
involving DIC, Employment,
JKEDI, NRLM, and Banks to fa-
cilitate quick processing of

cases & sanctioning and credit
disbursement. He stated that the
progressachieved in Srinagaris
a promising sign for promoting
self-employment and boosting
thelocal economy by generating
jobs.

Senior Officers of Jammu &
Kashmir Bank while speaking
on the occasion described the
‘Mission YUVA'a unique flagship
programme launched by the
Government that has witnessed
support of entire government
machinery right from the con-
ception to implementation to
ensure that youth can avail
maximum benefits without
hassles.

They assured that the Bank
will make every possible effort
tomake the Mission YUVAa suc-
cessinitiative toempower youth

through sustainable livelihood
opportunities.

It is worth mentioning that
the Jammu & Kashmir Bank to-
day organized multiple Login
Day events titled as ‘Roz-e-YU-
VA'inKashmirand ‘UdyamiYUVA
Day’ across Jammu & Kashmir.
These events were aimed at hand-
ing overloansanction letters to
Mission YUVA beneficiaries to
help them establish their own
ventures. Such Login Day events
will be conducted on a weekly
basis throughout the Mission
YUVA period.

Earlier, Deputy Director
Employment noted the enthu-
siastic response from the dis-
trict’s youth to Mission YUVA,
which aims to empower them
through self-employment op-
portunities.

Satish Sharma meets Google India Leadership; discusses youth
empowerment, job creation, digital innovation in J&K

m HT News Desk / DIPR

Strategic partnerships with glob-
al technology leaders like Google

interestin working with the Gov-
ernment of Jammu and Kashmir.

Hokersar Wetland Thriving,
Wildlife Dept Refutes Claims

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, JULY 25: In the wake of a recent

SRINAGAR JULY 25: In a sig-
nificant move aimed at boosting
the digital development and youth
engagement in Jammu and Kash-
mir, Minister for Food, Civil
Supplies & Consumer Affairs,
Transport, Information Technol-
ogy, Youth Services & Sports,
Satish Sharma, today met with
Ashish Wattal, Country Director
of GoogleIndia,and Sanjay Dewan,
Head, North States, Public Sector,
Google.

During the meeting, the Min-

will helpus unlocknewopportu-  They also extended support for
nitiesinskilling, digitaleducation  designingtheregion-specific train-
and job creation,” said the Minis-  ing programs, workshops and
ter. certification courses for the stu-
He called upon Googletosup-  dents, professionals and aspiring
portthe governmentinlaunching entrepreneurs.
tailored skill development pro- The Minister directed the of-
grams, digital literacy campaigns ficers of the IT department to
and technology-drivenentrepre- formulate a concrete action plan
neurship models, particularly in  forinitiating collaborative projects
rural and remote areas. with Google, including potential
Googleteamreiterated Google’s  pilotsinITeducation, cloud train-
commitment to digital transfor- ing, Al applications and youth
mationinIndiaandexpressedkeen  innovation labs.

article published in the Daily Excelsior on 23rd July
2025 titled “World Famous Hokersar Water Body
Facing Grave Encroachment Threat”, the Depart-
ment of Wildlife Protection, Jammu & Kashmir
Government, has issued a detailed clarification,
categorically denying the allegations of ongoing
or unchecked encroachment in the Hokersar Wet-
land.

Designated as a Ramsar Site of international
importance and notified under the Wildlife Pro-
tection Act, Hokersar Wetland remains one of
the most ecologically vital freshwater marshes
in the Kashmir Valley. The department has reaf-
firmed that no fresh encroachments have occurred

ister emphasized the need to ex-
plore collaborative avenues with
Google to promote the digital
inclusion, entrepreneurship and
employment generation for the

youth of Jammu and Kashmir.
“J&K’s youth have immense
potential and it is our priority to
channelize their energy into pro-
ductive and innovative sectors.

DC Srinagar chairs DLSCC meeting
30 cases recommended for compassionate
appointment of terror victims under SR0-43

m HT News Desk / DIPR

SRINAGAR, JULY 25: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, Akshay Labroo Fri-
day chaired a meeting of District Level
Screening cum Coordination Committee
(DLSCC) here at meeting hall of the DC
office complex toreview the cases/claims
submitted under SRO-43 by NoKs of those
killedinterrorrelated incidentsin Srinagar
district.

At the outset, the Committee held a
comprehensive deliberation on cases/claims
submitted under SRO-43 by NoKs of those
killedin terror related incidents in Srinagar
district. After a detailed examination, the
Committee recommended 30 cases to the
government for consideration for compas-
sionate appointment under the SRO-43 in
the first go.

Speaking on the occasion, DC stressed
the concerned officers to ensure speedy
disposal of all such cases for timely clear-
ance of the cases. He emphasized thatina
streamlined & coordinated manner, the
effort should be to bring down the pen-
dency of such cases to nil.

DC also underlined the importance of
aproactiveand coordinated approachamong
all stakeholders to ensure speedy disposal
of cases.

The meeting was attended by the Ad-
ditional Deputy Commissioner Srinagar,
Adil Fareed; SP headquarter, Umer Shah;
Additional SP CID, Assistant Commission-
er Revenue, Chief Medical Officer, District
Social Welfare Officer, all Tehsildars, senior
officers from BSF, Army, and other secu-
rity agencies, besides officials from the
concerned departments.

DC Bandipora distributes sanction letters of
Rs.5.5 lakh relief to Road Accident victims

| HT News Desk / DIPR

BANDIPORA, JULY 25: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC)Bandipora, Manzoor Ahmad
Qadri, on Friday handed over sanction let-
ters amounting to Rs 5.5 lakh to the next
of kin (NoKs)of recent road accident victims
during a brief ceremony held at the Mini
Secretariat Bandipora.

The financial assistance had been sanc-
tioned during a Road Safety Committee
meeting held earlier this week, during which
six cases were approved for compensation.
On the occasion, DC urged citizens to
strictly follow traffic rules to prevent road
mishaps.

Assistant Regional Transport Officer
(ARTO) Bandipora, Mudasir Ahmad Wani,
briefed the attendees besides the general
publicabout the provisions of the J&KRoad
Accident Victim Fund, under which the
financial assistance was provided.

Heinformed thatunder the scheme,Rs
1 lakh is provided in case of death to the
dependents, legal heirs, or close family
members of the deceased; Rs 75,000 is
given in case of permanent disability; Rs
50,000 for grievous injuries; and Rs 10,000
for minor injuries.

DC Budgam chairs DLTFC meeting on Climate Change & Health

5-Year Vision Plan for Budgam Directed for Sustainable Development

m  HT News Desk / DIPR

BUDGAM, JULY 25: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Budgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din
Bhat, who is also chairman of the District
level Multi-Sectoral Task Force Committee
(DLTFC)under the National Programme on
Climate Change and Human Health (NPC-
CHH), today chaired a high-level review
meeting to discuss the district’s action plan
foraddressing healthimpacts arising from
climate change.

The meeting, held at the DC office com-
plex, featured a detailed presentation by
Prof. (Dr.) Ashfaq Ahmad, Head, Dept. of
Community Medicine, SKIMS Bemina,
highlighting the vision of a climate-resilient
health system and Budgam’s vulnerability
toair pollution, water contamination, heat
waves, floods, and vector-borne diseases.

Speaking on the occasion, DC said,
“Climate-related health risks originate
outside the health sector but impact it di-
rectly. There is a need for an integrated,
coordinated strategy acrossall departments
to protect public healthin the face of rising
climate threats.”

Dr Bilal emphasised the need for insti-
tutional coordination and synchronized
response mechanisms, citing examples of
how inadequate infrastructure or delayed
communication during snowstorms or
floods can lead to avoidable health crises.

He highlighted key issues including Air
Quality Monitoring & Emission Regulation
(Pollution Control Board, Transport Dept.),

®© 00 ©

Resilient Infrastructure for PHCs/ Schools
(PWD, Health, DDMA), Water Quality &
WASH Co-Initiatives (Jal Shakti, Health,
Education), Waste Management and Vector
Source Control (Municipality, PRI, Health),
Heat-Health Awareness and Early Warning
Systems (IMD, Education, Health), Joint
Campaigns & Emergency Readiness via
wall art, FM radio, IEC drives, and fogging
operations.

DC directed that monthly progress
reviews be conducted; supported by an
integrated monitoring dashboard track-
ing solar installations, air quality, IEC
coverage, and IHIP reports under NPC-
CHH.

"We must act not only to treat illness
but to prevent it. That means cleaner air,
safer water, better infrastructure, and in-
formed citizens. Climate resilience begins
with coordinated action,” DC remarked.

DC directed to make an eco-friendly
five years futuristic plan for the district.

He further directed stakeholders for
department-wise implementation of the
Action planboth five year as well as District
Action Plan, including preparedness drills,
stockpiling of medicines and fuels in remote
areas, and community-based awareness
drives.

DCsaid, fulladministrative support will
be ensured for strengthening the climate-

health resilience framework in Budgam,
under the larger goal of sustainable and
inclusive development.

Among others, the meeting was at-
tended by CPO, CMO, Chief Education
Officer, ACP, Principal ANMT School, Dis-
trict Health Officer, Dy. CMO (Nodal for
Maternal Health), all Block Medical Of-
ficers, DFO Budgam, District Pollution
Control Officer, State Veterinary Consul-
tant (IDSP), District Disease Investigation
Officer, District Nodal Officer, NPCCHH,
EO of all MCs, DGMO Ayushman SEHAT,
District Consultant NTCP, representatives
from Jal Shakti & PDD, representatives
from SKIMS Bemina and NGOs.

in the wetland in recent years and that strict
protection mechanisms are in place, including
GIS-mapped boundary surveillance, regular field
patrolling and active legal enforcement where
necessary.

According to official sources, the wetland spans
13.54 square kilometres and has been fully delin-
eated in the department’s KML-based geospatial
records.

While the department acknowledges the pres-
ence of some legacy cultivation practices in fringe
areas, particularly seasonal paddy farming, these
activities are being systematically curtailed through
notices, legal proceedings and ecological interven-
tions as per provisions of the Wildlife Protection
Act,1972.

Inresponse to disputes raised at certain points
with regard to the demarcation exercise conduct-
edin2019-20, ajoint demarcation committee was
constituted by the Assistant Commissioner Rev-
enue (ACR), Budgam and an Electronic Total Station
(ETS) survey was carried out to scientifically resolve
the contested boundaries.

The final authenticated report from the Revenue
Department is awaited and coordination is ongo-
ing to ensure the fulllegal validation of the wetland’s
boundaries.

One of the most significant ecological break-
throughs has come through hydrological regula-
tion. The construction of inlet and outlet regula-
tory gates by the Irrigation and Flood Control
Department has led to a remarkable rise in wa-
ter levels, reportedly the highest in the last two
decades.

This natural flooding has resulted ininundation
of fringe lands, automatically displacing historic
cultivation and acting as a passive yet highly ef-
fective deterrent to any unauthorized use.

The increased water retention is also contribut-
ing to broader habitat restoration objectives outlined
in the Integrated Management Action Plan (IMAP)
2022-27.

A senior official from the department empha-
sized that the media report in question fails to
differentiate between the historical land-use pat-
terns and actual encroachments, thereby misrep-
resenting the ground reality.

"The wetland is under enhanced legal, eco-
logical, and administrative protection. Misleading
reports not only demoralize field staff but also
shift public attention away from tangible restora-
tion efforts," the official noted.

The Department of Wildlife Protection strong-
ly reiterated its commitment towards safeguarding
the Hokersar Wetland and ensuring its rejuvenation
in accordance with international conservation
standards. However, it also made an earnest appeal
for responsible journalism.

“We urge media outlets to verify facts with
official sources before issuing sweeping claims
that lack field validation.

Misinformation undermines years of conserva-
tion work and can erode public trust.

In the spirit of transparency and account-
ability, we expect media platforms to uphold
ethical standards and refrain from publishing
speculative or alarmist content,” the department
stated.

The department has expressed readiness to
facilitate media field visits, to ensure that the pub-
lic remains accurately informed.
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Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application for issuance of RBA certificate in favour
of MOHAMMAD AKBAR RESHI S/O GH RASOOL RESHI R/O
KAKOTHAL Tehsil KREERI for the issuance of RBA in his /her /

their favor
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of RBA in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicant is currently residing in the village of KAKOTHAL of
Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the RESHI community having annual
income 580000// the details of family of the applicant are as fallows

1. GH MOHD RESHI father in law 75 years old aged

2. SHAREEFA BEGAM Mother inlaw 70 years old aged

3. MOHD AKBAR RESHI 50 years self labour

4. HAFEEZA BEGUM wife 48 years H/W

5. TANZEEL AKBAR Daughtet 15 years student

6. AASIM AKBAR son 12 years //

7. AZHAR AKBAR son 10 years //

8. RUBERNA AKHTER sister in law 25 years H/W

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Public Notice

My son's name has been incorrectly mentioned as MOHAMMAD
AATIF MALIK S/O ABDUL HAMID MALIK R/O DOULTHPORA
while his correct name is MOHAMMAD ATIF MALIK S/O ABDUL
HAMEED MAILK R/O DOULTHPORA as per adhar record which
needs to be corrected if anybody having any objection in this
regard he/she may file his /her objection in the office of
concerned authorities within seven days from the publication
of this notice after that no objection will be entertained.

ABDUL HAMEED MALIK, F/O MOHAMMAD ATIF MALIK

R/O0 DOULTHPORA, TEHSIL KREERI

Public Notice

I have lost my date of Birth (DOB )certificate bearing DOB
12/05/1998 issued by POLICE STATION KREERI at somewher
Now i am applying for its duplicate if anybody having any objection
in this regard he /she may file his /her objection in the office of
POLICE STATION KREERI within seven days from the publication
of this notice after that no objection will be entertained.

Name...SITARA BEGUM M/O MUZAFFAR AHMAD
SHAH, W/O GH NABI SHAH
R/O WATERGAM, TEHSIL....WAGOORA

OFFICE OF THE STATE DRUGS CONTROLLER,

DRUGS AND FOOD CONTROL ORGANISATION, J&K
PRESS -RELEASE

The Retail Sale Drug Licenses of M/s Global Healthcare, Barmeen, Udhampur have been cancelled with immediate effect for
indulging in un-ethical trade practices and for serious contraventions of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 and Rules thereunder.

An official inspection revealed that the firm was selling different brands of Pregabalin namely Pregacrest- NTM, B, Pegabanyl-NTM,
B. No., Lyragone cap, Pregacrest-NTM, etc — without maintaining mandatory sales records, in violation of regulatory norms. The failure
of M/s Global Healthcare to maintain such records raises serious concerns about possible misuse and diversion of the drug.

The cancellation order was issued by Sh Sanjeev Gupta, Licensing Authority,( Retail) , Udhampur after following due process
and in accordance with applicable legal provisions. This step is part of a broader effort to curb the misuse of controlled substances
and ensure public health safety.

Ms Lotika Khajuria , State Drugs Controller, J&K has once again urged upon all retail chemists and druggists to strictly adhere

to licensing conditions and record-keeping norms, especially when handling scheduled or psychotropic drugs. Non-compliance will

attract strict regulatory action, including suspension or cancellation of licenses and legal proceedings as per the law.
No: DFO/D-279/2304-2318 | Dated: 25 07.25
Sd- State Drugs Controller,
Drugs & Food Control Organization, J&K, Jammu

DIPK: 4292/25 | Dated 25/07/205

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining to Birth of
ABDUL HAMID DAR S/O ABDUL REHMAN DAR  R/O KHISIPORA
Tehsil KREERI  Distt. Baramulla having verified the date of Birth
as 18 /10 /1968 and event has been shown to be occured at
HOME for issuance of delay order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Wagoora

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining to Death
of MOHAMMAD ASSADULLAH MIR  S/O ABDUL AHAD MIR
R/O WAGOORA Tehsil WAGOORA Distt. Baramulla having
verified the date of Death as 08/08 /2001 and event has
been shown to be occured at HOME for issuance of delay order
.In this connection .

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of death certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Wagoora

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application for issuance of RBA certificate in favour
of SHAYESTARASHID S/OABDULRASHID GANAIE R/OKAKOTHAL
Tehsil KREERI for the issuance of RBA in his /her / their favor

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of RBA in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicant is currently residing in the village of KAKOTHAL of
Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the GANAIE  community having
annual income 344000// the details of family of the applicant are
as fallows

1. ABDUL RASHID GANAIE father 50 years Labour

2. GULSHAN BEGAM Mother 40 years Housewife

3. ULFAT RASHID sister 21 years sister

4. SHAISTA RASHID self 18 years //

5. MOHSIN RASHID Brother 16 years //

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining to Birth
of MEHAK JAN S/O AB HAMEED MAGLOO R/O BANGDOORA
Tehsil KREERI  Distt. Baramulla having verified the date of
Birth as 05/03/2010 and event has been shown to be occured
at HOME for issuance of delay order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Office Of The Divisional Forest Officer Special Forest Division Tangmarg
Email Id: dfotangmarg.for-jk@nic.in Ph/Fax.No.01954254489

TENDER NOTICE | e-NIT NO: 05 of 2025-26 DATED:21-07-2025

For and on behalf of the Hon'ble Lt. Governor of J&K, e-tenders (Two cover system) are invited from registered, reputed and
resourceful Contractors/Firms registered with Jammu & Kashmir Govt./Central Govt. Organizations for the following works:

S. No. | Name of Work Adv. Cost | Bid Security (EMD) | T.D Cost | Time

1. BUC plantation in compartments 45/Gul, 47c/Gul, 61/Gul,64d | 2.17 4336 200 120 Days
Gul in Gulmarg Range, and 65c¢/Gul in SPSP Beerwah Range,
Forest Division Tangmarg (CA)

2. BUC plantation in compartments 23a/bla, 47a/Gul, 62b/Gul, | 3.58 7164 200 120 Days

62bi/Gul, 63a/Gul, 64a/Gul, and 64b/Gul, in Gulmarg Range,
and compartments s29, s32, s33, 65¢/Gul in SPSP Beerwah
Range, Forest Division Tangmarg (NPV)

Class of Contractor: D Civil Contractor/Forest Contractor
The position of Codal formalities in respect of above work(s) is as under:
Position of Funds Budgeted
Position of AA/TS Accorded
The e-NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, scope of work, Bills of Quantities, (B.0.Q), Terms & Conditions
of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the website: -www.jktenders.gov.in.
Publishing Date: 23-07-2025
Download Start Date: 24-07-2025 from 1:00 PM
Bid submission Start Date: 24-07-2025 from 1:00 PM
Bid submission End Date: 06-08-2025 Up to 6:00 PM
Date of Opening of Technical Bid through online: 07-08-2025 at 2:30 PM in the office of the office of Conservator of Forests
Srinagar Circle Srinagar.
To be opened (Online) after technical evaluation is completed.

Date of Opening of Financial Bid through online:

TERMS & CONDITIONS

1. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website: https://jktenders.gov.in.

2. Bids uploaded must accompany Govt. Treasury Receipt (cost of tender document) in the shape of Treasury Challan for the
amount shown against the work above to be deposited in Govt. Treasury under Account Head 0406- Forest and Bid Security in the
shape of EMD (CDR) for requisite amount and pledged to Divisional Forest Officer.

3. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of bids.

4. The bidders have to submit their Technical & Financial bids online in electronic format with digital signature. No Technical or
financial bid will be accepted in physical/hard form. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned above.

5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents i.e., Bid security in shape of (EMD in form of CDR),
Valid Registration Card issued by PWD/CPWD/ duly renewed for the current year 2025-26, PAN, Valid GST Registration, Govt.
Treasury receipt (Cost of Tender Document), Affidavit cum undertaking.

6. As per rule 171 of GFR-2017, Performance Security shall have to be deposited by successful bidder to the order of 3% of the
value of contract and if there are compelling circumstances, performance security in excess of three percent may also be demanded.
No: DFO/TNG/Acctts/2025-26/238-244 | Dated: 21-07-2025

Sd/- Divisional Forest Officer,
Special Forest Division, Tangmarg

DIPK: 4267/25 | Dated: 25/07/2025

Government of Jammu and Kashmir Union Territory

Office of the Executive Engineer, R&B Mechanical
Division North Kashmir Baramulla

Email: xenrmbmechnorthzone@gmail.com

Notice Inviting e-Tenders | e-NIT No: R&B/ MDNK/NIT/05 |

Dated: 23-07-2025

TRAFFICPOLICE HEADQUARTERS,
J&K, JAMMU/SRINAGAR

. From 24-07-2025, 1600 hrs. to 25-07-2025, 1600 hrs., there was slow movement observed on NH-44 due to single lane traffic at Nashri-Dalwas and between Marog & Kishtwri Pather.
. Commuters belonging to Reasi, Katra, Udhampur, Patnitop, Doda and Ramban town are requested to keep their photo ID card to prove their identification after cut off timing from Jammu/

Udhampur so that their movement can be facilitated smoothly.

. Passengers/LMVs operators are advised to undertake journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW during day time due to apprehension of shooting stones between Ramban and Banihal.
. Goods carrier (HMV/LMV) Operators carrying fresh perishable/live stock are advised to load their vehicle as per advisory issued by Traffic Police Headquarters time to time as there s single

lane trafficand poor condition of road at Nashri-Dalwas and between Marog & Kishtwari Pather on Jammu Srinagar NHW.

. Fruit growers/ Load carrier (HMV/LMV) Operators carrying fresh perishable from Valley towards Jammu are advised to load and park their vehicle timely (every moming before 9.00 am at

designated place between NAVYUG Tunnel and Levdoora) so that their movement can be facilitated smoothly.

. HMVs Operators/Owners are requested to desist from overloading and carry sufficient fuel during journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW. Itis further requested that vehicle owners must double

check the fitness of their vehicles and carry sufficient fuel before undertaking journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW.

. HMVswith only 06 and 10 tyres shall be allowed to ply through Dhar road.
. Commuters are advised to avoid unnecessary haltage between Ramban and Banihal especially near landslide/shooting stone area.

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of J&K Union Territory, Executive Engineer R&B Mechanical Division North Kashmir
Baramulla invites e-tenders in two (02) cover system, valid for 120 days, from Registered PWD contractors having experience in
similar nature of Works for the below mentioned work:

TRAFFICPLAN & ADVISORY FOR 26-07-2025:-

Subject to fair weather and better road conditions SANJY Convoy /LMVs Passenger/Private Cars shall be allowed from both sides on Jammu-Srinagar NHW (NH-44) viz from Jammu towards

Name of Work Est. Cost | Costof Time of Earnest Technical AAA Srinagar and vice-versa. However, HMVs shall be allowed on alternate days. TCU Jammu/Srinagar shall liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing this traffic.
(In Lacs) T/Doe. completion Money Sanction No.
(InRs) | (In Months) | Deposit SHRI AMAR NATH JI YATRA 2025
(In Rs) Please refer to Yatra Advisory No. 01 dated 27-06-2025
1 2 3 4 5 6 6

CUT OFF TIMINGS FOR LMVs/PASSENGER/PRIVATE CARs: -
To be released from:-

Nagrota (Jammu) towards Srinagar: from 0600 hrs. to 1200 hrs.
Jakheni (Udhampur) towards Srinagar: from 0700 hrs to 1300 hrs &
Qazigund towards Jammu: from 1130 hrs to 1400 hrs.
TCU Jammu and TCU Srinagar will inform all concerned about the traffic advisory and cut off timings. No vehicle shall be allowed to move before and after cut off timings.

HMVs/Load Carriers:-
Subject to fair weather and better road conditions, HMVs shall be allowed from Jakheni (Udhampur) towards Srinagar after assessing the road and traffic situation on NH-44 and no HMV shall
be allowed after 1900 hrs . TCU Udhampur shall liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing the HMVs.
Moreover, in view of ongoing Shri Amamath Ji Yatra 2025, to provide hassle free movement of trucks carrying fresh/perishable goods on NH-44. UT administration has decided, all tankers of
Petrol, Diesel, LPG bulk gas, all trucks carrying empty LPG Cylinders; all empty vehicles of FCI; any other vehicle loaded/empty upto 10-tyres shall use only Mughal Road while returning to
Jammu, as per advisory issued by DIVCOM Kashmir vide No. Divcom/Dev/120/2025/7055-75 dated 01-07-2025

Kishtwar- Sinthan- Anantnag NH-244:-

. . 265-GMCB of
Supply, Installation, Testing and SEMHK/

issioni 2 2025
Commissioning of 02 No. 600000 45 43355 | 119000 03 TS/14/29
keal/hr. each Hot Water Generators for 98067.00 Dt:11-07-2025
200 Bedded Hospital at GMC
Baramulla

Dt;16-07-2025

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q) set
of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen /downloaded from the website www_jktenders.gov.in as per the below
schedule:

1. | Date of issue of Tender Notice 23/07/2025
2. | Period of downloading of the bidding | From 23/07/2025 (1800 Hrs) to 14/08/2025 (1800 Hrs)
document

Date of Pre-Bid Meeting 26/07/2025 (1300 Hrs) o N , , o _ _
3. | Bid Submission Start Date 28/07/2025 (1000 Hrs) Subject to fair weather and good road condition, after getting green signal from NHIDCL, LMVs/HPSVs shall be allowed from both sides viz from Anantnag towards Kishtwar and vice- versa on
4. | Bid Submission End Date 14/08/2025 (1800 Hrs) Kishtwar-Sinthan-Anantnag road. These vehicles shall be allowed from PP Parana towards Anantnag from 0800 hrs to 1600 hrs and from PP Daksum towards Kishtwar from 0900 hrs. to
5. | Tender document fee Rs.1100/- (Rupees One Thousand One Hundred only) by uploading a copy of treasury 1500 hrs. No HMV other than designated HPSVs shall be allowed as per orderissued by SDM Chhatroo vide No. SDM/C/2025-26/146-53 dated 16-05-2025 and SDM Kokernag vide No. SDM/

challan/receipt in favor of Executive Engineer, PW(R&B) Mechanical Division, North KNG/665-71 dated 16-05-2025.
Kashmir, Baramulla to be deposited in Major Head 0059 or by uploading Bank Receipt
by depositing Rs.1100/- in Jammu and Kashmir Bank Account in favour of Executive
Engincer, R&B (Mech), Baramulla:

Alc: 0213010570000125

Bank: Jammu and Kashmir Bank

Branch: T P Bank Baramulla Jammu and Kashmir

IFSC Code: JAKAOTEHSIL

Rs 98067.00 (Ninety-Eight Thousand and Sixty-Seven only) in the shape of CDR/FDR
pledged to Executive Engineer, (R&B) Mechanical Division, North Kashmir,
Baramulla

7. | Date and time for opening of the | 16/08/2025 at 1300 Hrs in the office of Executive Engineer, (R&B) Mechanical
Technical Bids online Division, North Kashmir, Baramulla

8. | Date & Time of opening of the Financial | To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed

Bids (online)

$SG ROAD

Subject to fair weather and good road condition, (after getting green signal from the BRO) traffic movement shall be allowed on regulated manner on Srinagar-Sonamarg-Gumari road. LMVs
followed by HMVs shall be allowed from Minamarg towards Srinagar at 0500 hrs. to 1000 hrs. Similarly, LMVs followed by HMVs shall be allowed from Sonamarg towards Kargil at 1130 hrs
to 1730 hrs.. No vehicle shall be allowed after cut off timing.

SFs Convoy, plying from Srinagar to Kargil and vice versa shall plan their movement in such a manner so that Yatra convoys (both UP and DOWN) don't get disturbed.

Mughal Road:-

Subject to fair weather and good road condition, after getting green signal from Road maintenance agencies (GREF). LMV Passenger/Private Cars shall be allowed from both sides on Mughal
road viz from Jammu towards Srinagar and vice-versa via Poonch. However, HMVs (upto ten tyres only) shall be allowed from Shopian towards Poonch. These vehicles shall be allowed from
Behramgala (Baffliaz) and Herpora (Shopian) at 0700 hrs. upto 1800 hrs. as per advisory issued by DIVCOM Kashmir vide No. Divcom/Dev/120/2025/7055-75 dated 01-07-2025.

ADVISORY :-

People are advised to undertake journey only after confirming status of the road from Traffic control units as under:-
+ Jammu (0191-2459048, 0191- 2740550, 9419147732, 103)

Srinagar (0194-2450022, 2485396, 18001807091, 103)

Ramban (9419993745, 1800-180-7043)

Udhampur (8491928625)

PCR Kishtwar (9906154100)

PCR Kargil (9541902330, 9541902331)

6. | Earnest Money Deposit

Sd/- Executive Engineer
R&B Mechanical Division North Kashmir Baramulla
DIPK: 4244/25 |

Dated: 25/07/2025 Dated: 25-07-2025

DIPK: 4304/25 |
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Higher Secondary School
Bhalra Celebrates Van
Mahotsav

®  Amirlgbal Khan

BHADERWAH, JULY 25: In order
to boost the campaign for preserva-
tion of environment and voice the
concern about deforestation espe-
cially in the Himalayan belt, PM Shri
Higher Secondary School Bhalra cel-
ebrated the Van Mahotsav here today.

The programwas organised under
the aegis of 10 J&K BN NCC Bhader-
wabh.

Brigadier D.N.Pandey, Group Com-
mander NCC JK & L Directorate was
the Chief Guest while Lieutenant
Colonel Manujendra Singh, Com-
manding Officer 10 J&RKBNNCCBhad-
erwah was Guest of Honour on this
occasion.

The dignitaries also interacted
with Junior Division NCC cadets and
appreciated their discipline and con-
cern about environmental degrada-
tion in the area.

Dr.Sanjeev Kumar Koul, Associate
NCC Officer, presented a detailed
briefing onthe cadets' achievements
extending a warm welcome to the
guests for their participation in the
plantation drive which was the epi-
center of the event.

Cadet Kush Kumar addressed the
gathering, stressing the significance of
afforestation and ecological balance.

Aceremonial parade and NCCclass
were the other highlights of the event

with cadets according piloting hon-
ours to the Chief Guest.

Besides others, staff members
including DrNitan Singh, Wasim Qazi,
Om Parkash (Sr. Lecturer), Nirbheek
Singh, Vipan Kotwal, and Sunil Kot-
wal also participated in the activity
of plantation.

The program concluded with a
record of the note of appreciation by
Brig. Pandey in the Visitor's Diary.

The programme was successfully
coordinated by Dr.Sanjeev KumarKoul
under the guidance of Irshad Ahmed
(I/cPrincipal)and supervisionof Satish
Kumar(Principal of the institution).

Public Notice

This is to inform the general public that Mr. Umar Jan Shah,
S/0 Faroog Ahmad Shah, a resident of Kawarigam, has reported
the loss of his Driving License bearing number AS19 20250001929.
The license reportedly went missing on 22nd July 2025 while he
was travelling from Kawarigam to Achabal.

Despite multiple efforts to trace the license, it has not been
located. Mr. Shah has requested that the concerned authorities
kindly enter the report into the official daily diary for necessary
action.

The public is requested that if anyone finds the above-
mentioned Driving License, they may kindly inform the nearest
police station or Mr. Umar Jan Shah directly.

Issued in Public Interest

PUBLIC NOTICE

NAME CHANGE IN BANK RECORDS

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public
that Mr. Gowhar Ahmad Bhat, S/O Haji Mohammad Ramzan Bhat,
resident of Shamsipora, Bijbehara, Anantnag, Jammu & Kashmir
- 192124, has applied for a name correction in the bank records.

Earlier, the name in the bank records was entered as Gowhar
Ramzan Bhat. As per the Aadhaar card (No. 3129 1374 4266), the
correct and full name is: Gowhar Ahmad Bhat

Henceforth, he should be known and addressed as Gowhar
Ahmad Bhat for all banking and official purposes.

Concerned authorities and the general publicare hereby informed
accordingly.

Issued in public interest by

Gowhar Ahmad Bhat
Date: 25/07/2025

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application for issuance of OBC certificate applicant
GH MOHD NAJAR S/O. MUKHTA AJAR R/O RESHIPORA  Tehsil
KREERI infavour of daughter'sZAHIDA AKHTER , AAMINA ALHTER
,INSHA GUL & son BILAL AHMAD NAJAR R/O RESHIPORA for the
issuance of OBC ( Other Backward class in his /her / their favor

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of OBC in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicant is currently residing in the village of RESHIPORA of
Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the NAJAR community having annual
income 120,000// the details of family of the applicant are as fallows

1. GH MOHD NAJAR Head 60 years Carpenter

2. MISRA BEGAM wife 55 years Housewife

3. BILAL AHMAD NAJAR Son 37 years carpenter

4. ZAHIDA AKHTER daughter 26 years W/O

5. AAMINA AKHTER //24 years student

6. INSHA GUL //17 years student

7. SURAYA JABEEN daughter 30 H/W

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Kargil Vijay Diwas celebrations begin in Drass

m HT News Desk / KNO

defence. The Army showcased A senior official noted
The Army also its latest high-altitude that the introduction of
DRASS, JUL 25: The showcased new equip- logistic drones and these technologies will

Indian Army on Friday
started the Kargil Vijay

Diwas celebrations in can help

ment like robotic dogs
and logistics drones that

soldiers carry

robotic dogs, developed
to transport supplies and
conduct patrols across

significantly reduce the
physical strain on troops
deployed in harsh
conditions. He added that

Drass, Ladakh, paying
tribute to the soldiers,
who lost their lives in the
1999 Kargil War. The
main event will be held
on July 26.

Senior Army officials
and Union Ministers
including the Minister of
State for Defence, laid
wreaths at the Kargil War
Memorial to honour the
fallen heroes of battles
fought at Tololing, Tiger
Hill, and Batalik.

This year’s celebra-
tions will continue for
two days and include a
mix of traditional and
modern events.

On Friday evening,
people witnessed cultural
performances like the
traditional Yak dance and
patriotic songs. A special
drone show lit up the
night sky, showing India’s
progress in modern

supplies and patrol in
high-altitude areas.
Army officials said
that these tools would
help to reduce the
physical burden on troops

working in tough terrains.

On Saturday, the Army
will launch three new
digital projects, a website
where people can pay
tribute to martyrs online,
QR-code based audio
guides at the memorial,
sharing stories from the
war and the opening of
“Indus Viewpoint” in
Batalik, offering a rare
public view of the Line of
Control.

The Kargil War
Memorial in Drass has
become a major place of
remembrance, drawing
tourists, students, and
citizens from across India
who come to honour the
bravery of Indian soldiers.
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challenging border
terrains. These cutting-
edge machines are built

their use will enhance
operational efficiency,

to operate in extreme particularly in remote
environments where and hard-to-reach areas.
human mobility is often (KNO)

limited.

MISSING NOTICE

I, Umar Jan Shah, S/0 Faroog Ahmad Shah, resident of Kawarigam,
respectfully wish to inform that my Driving License, bearing number
AS19 20250001929, went missing on 22nd July 2025 while I was
traveling from Kawarigam to Achabal.

Despite all efforts, I have been unable to locate my Driving
License. Therefore, I kindly request that the missing report related
to my Driving License be officially recorded in the daily diary.

I am truly grateful for your kind cooperation.

Name: Umar Jan Shah

Father's Name: Farooq Ahmad Shah
Address: Kawarigam

Date of Loss: 22nd July 2025

License Number: AS19 20250001929

THE COURT OF CHIEF JUDICIAL

MAGISTRATE HANDWARA

Case No: 371/2022

CNR No:JKKW060009662022

D.0.] 21.12.2022

Date of Order: 07.07.2025

In the case of:

Abdul Rashid Bhat S/o Late Mohammad Ramzan Bhat

R/o Trukpora Tehsil Zachaldara District Kupwara

(Complainant)

Through. Adv. Nazir Ahmad Rather

v/s

Raja Sajad Lone S/o Ghulam Rasool Lone

R/o Waghat Magam.

..... (Accused)

Through. Nemo

In the matter of:

Complaint under Section 138 of N.I. Act

Coram: Manzoor Hussain

J.0 Code: JK00180

(ORDER)

07.07.2025

1. Complainant along with Id. Counsel is present. Accused is
continuously absent. It is evident from the record that due to
continuous absence of accused nothing substantial is being done
in the matter and in view of the report submitted by the concerned
police executing agency it appears that accused has deliberately
and intentionally absconded from the process of law with an intention
to escape from legal liability.

2. On careful examination of the record this court is prima facie
satisfied and has a sufficient reason to say that there is no other
option for effecting and procuring the arrest/attendance of the
accused except to declare him as proclaimed offender in view of
section 82 of Cr.P.C. Hence, the accused is declared as proclaimed
offender and in order to ensure the proclamation proceedings
initiated against the accused in view of section 82 Cr. P.C to be put
into execution.

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining to Death
of GHULAMNABIBHAT = S/O ABDUL GANIBHAT R/O DANDMOHA
Tehsil KREERI Distt. Baramulla having verified the date of Birth
as 03/02/1995 and event has been shown to be occured at HOME
for issuance of delay order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
Death certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Public Notice

My daughters Mother's name has been wrongly written
asROZIAin school record while her mother's name is ROOZA
JAN which needs to be corrected if anybody having any objection
in this regard he /she may file his her objection in the office
of RP SSCHOOL LAWAPOR within seven days from the publication
of this notice after that no objection will be entertained.

Name....NIMRA JAN
D/0 ROOZA JAN
SCHOOL ...RP SCHOOL LAWAPORA

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly written as FARHAAN YASEEN
in my Adhar card while my correct name is ADEEBA YASEEN
which needs to be corrected if anybody having any objection he
/she may contact with concerned adhar authorities within seven
days from the publication of this notice after that no objection
will be entertained.

Name: ADEEBA YASEEN
D /O: YASEEN AHMAD MALLA
R/0: RANGWAR USHKARA

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application for issuance of RBA certificate in favour
of ABDULAHAD RESHI S/O HABIBULLAHRESHI R/OKAKOTHAL
Tehsil KREERI for the issuance of RBA in his /her / their favor

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of RBA in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicant is currently residing in the village of KAKOTHAL of
Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the RESHI community having annual
income 707112 // the details of family of the applicant are as fallows

1. ABDUL AHAD RESHI self 55 years Govt employee

2. NASEEMA BEGAM wife 50 years H/W

3. NASREENA AHAD 31 years student

4. TASLEEMA AHAD daughter 28 years student

5. RUKSANA AHAD Daughtet 19 years student

6. DANISH AFTAB son 18 years student

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
said certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office

withi7n 8& E(sjl%i( I-Ela/-f\tlgr {Eat no oé);ec i(t)n shall be entertained.
: vears daughter //' i Tehsild Kreeri

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly written as ADEEBA in my Adhar
card while my correct name is BURHAN YASEEN which needs
to be corrected if anybody having any objection he /she may
contact with concerned adhar authorities within seven days from
the publication of this notice after that no objection will be
entertained.

Name....BURHAN YASEEN
S /O YASEEN AHMAD MALLA
R/0 RANGWAR USHKARA

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly written as BURHAN YASEEN
MALLA in my Adhar card while my correct name is FARHAAN
YASEEN which needs to be corrected if anybody having any
objection he /she may contact with concerned adhar authorities
within seven days from the publication of this notice after that
no objection will be entertained.

Name....FARHAAN YASEEN
S /O YASEEN AHMAD MALLA
R/0 RANGWAR USHKARA

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

Subject: Application of HUMAIRA JAN D/O LATE HANEEFA
BEGUM R/O KREERI for the issuance of Dependent certificate

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above in this context a report
sought from patwari halga concerned and the Death certificate
issued by the competent authority reveals that HANEEFA BEGUM
D/O GHULAM HASSAN WANI R.O KREERI has passed away on
25/03/2011 .The report of the patwari further depicts that the
deceased has left behind following dependent as tabulated below

1. HUMAIRAJAN 26 years daughter student unmarried

The applicant has applied for Issuance of Dependent certificate

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
uidveerwiGal. certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Naib Tehsild Kreeri

Public Notice

This is for information of general public that the (Electric
bill ) power connection is registered on my name AIJAZ AHMAD
MIR S/O GHAHMAD MIR R/O KREERI .Now this Connection
bearing Consumer ID NO 02120400000222 wants to be registered
onmy MOTHER'S name BAKHTI BEGUM W/O LATE GH AHMAD
MIR  R/OKREERI.If anybody have any objection in this regard
He/She may file his/her objection in the concerned PDD office
within seven days from the date of publication ofthis notice after
that no objection will be entertained.

Name: BAKHTI BEGUM
M/0: AJAZ AHMAD MIR
R/0: KREERI

DISTT: BARAMULLA

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Tehsildar Kreeri

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed

Birth/ Death certiﬁcWBuC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining to Birth
of AISHA SHABIR D/O SHABIR AHMAD BHAT R/O ALAPORA
Tehsil WAGOORA  Distt. Baramulla having verified the date of
Birth as 21/02/2022 and event has been shown to be occured
at SDH KREERI for issuance of delay order .In this connection.

If anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Sd/- Executive Magistrate 1st Class Kreeri
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Smart Public Distribution
System to go live by mid August

2025: Satish Sh

m HTNewsDesk/DIPR

SRINAGAR,JULY 25: Minister
for Food, Civil Supplies &
Consumer Affairs (FCS&CA),
Information Technology,
Transport, and Youth Services
& Sports, Satish Sharma, today
said that the much-anticipated
SmartPublicDistribution System
(Smart PDS) will be made
functional across Jammu and
Kashmir by mid August 2025.

The Minister wasreviewing
the progress on Smart PDS
implementation in the Union

Territory.
Themeeting was attended by
Commissioner Secretary

FCS&CA,Saurabh Bhagat,along
with other senior officers and
technical teamsinvolved in the
migration process.

The Minister stated that
Jammuand Kashmirisontrack
tobecomethefirstUnionTerritory
in the country to fully migrate
to the Smart PDS under the
national RCMS (Ration Card

)
) 74
Management System)framework,
asdirected by the Union Ministry
of Consumer Affairs, Food &
Public Distribution.

"SmartPDSisatransformative
reformin food distribution that
ensurestransparency, efficiency
and portability of services. With
this shift, over 25 lakh ration
cardholdersand approximately
1.02 crore ration beneficiaries
inJ&K willexperienceaseamless
and more accountable system,"
the Minister said.

The meeting was told that

under the Smart PDS system
andunder One Nation OneRation
Card (ONORC) thebeneficiaries
from Jammu and Kashmir can
now avail their entitled ration
PAN India and vice-versa.
Similarly,it wasalsoinformed
thatallthe feeding of the Smart
PDSis under testing phase and
optimization for unique needs
of Jammuand Kashmirand would
also include various categories
like SAAY, NFSA and PMSES.
The automization shall
democratize the entire PDS

system and beneficiaries canuse
applications like Mera Ration
and Annapurnato getreal time
information about his ration
quota.

It was also given out that all
the ration distribution shall be
based on Aadhar enabled POS
machines of L1 configuration
which are4Genabled. Thisshall
helpthedepartmentinimproving
the storage efficiency, economize
transportation and provide
effectiveservicestothe Consumer.
It was also clarified that all the
other allied services like ration
distribution, Ayushman card
will not be effected by this
transition.

The Minister directed the
concerned officers to expedite
testing, ensure training of FPS
(Fair Price Shop) dealers and
launch public awareness
campaigns ahead of therollout.
Heemphasized that the success
of Smart PDS depends on its
accessibility toeven theremotest
parts of the Union Territory.

Mission YUVA: DC
Poonch hands over 39 loan
sanction letters to aspiring

Entrepreneurs
m HTNewsDesk/DIPR

POONCH, JULY 25: Deputy Commissioner Poonch
Vikas Kundal today handed over 39 loan sanction
letters to beneficiaries under Mission YUVA at a
simplefunction heldinthe Conference Hall, DC Office.

Additional District Development Commaissioner
Pankaj Magotra; Deputy Director Employment Abdul
Majid Tantray; Lead District Manager Ravi Kumar
and other members of the SBDU were also present.

Addressingthe gathering, the Deputy Commissioner
encouraged the beneficiaries to make the best use of
thefinancial support provided under the scheme and
contribute positively to local economic growth.

The initiative, aimed at promoting youth
entrepreneurship and self-employment, reflects the
administration commitment to socio-economic
upliftment and sustainable developmentin the district.

The officials present alsoreiterated their support
inguidingand mentoringthe beneficiaries throughout
theimplementation of their projects, ensuring successful
execution and long-term impact of Mission YUVA in

Poonch.

m HTNewsDesk/DIPR

Budha Amarnath Yatra
DC Rajouri inspects arrangements
at Yatri Ground, chairs review meeting

|

DC Doda chairs

BOCA Meeting; Approves 21
Building Permission cases

m HTNewsDesk/DIPR

DODA, JULY 25: Ameetingofthe Building Operation
Controlling Authority (BOCA) was held today at DC
office Complex Doda. Deputy Commissioner Harvinder
Singh, who is also the chairman of the Authority,

presided over the meeting.

A total of 57 cases of building permissions, both
residential and commercial, were discussed. After
detailed deliberations and scrutiny, 21 cases were
approved and the rest were rejected and deferred

RAJOURI, JULY 25: Deputy
Commissioner Rajouri Abhishek
Sharma today conducted an
extensive
arrangements being put in place
here at Yatri Ground for the Budha
Amarnath Yatrapilgrims. Healso
chaired a review meeting at the
venue to
coordination among departments
and timely completion of all
preparations.

The Deputy Commissioner took
stock of key facilitiesincluding water
supply, uninterrupted power supply,
sanitation and the installation of
bio-toilets. He directed for separate
signages for male and female
facilitiestoensure convenience and
orderliness for the yatris.

Special emphasis was laid on
the fire safety audit of the venue.
The concerned officers were
instructedtoensureall precautionary
measures are taken and necessary
equipment is placed at strategic
locations.The Deputy Commissioner
also reviewed pruning of trees in
and around the venue area to avoid
any safety hazards. The availability
of ambulances, deployment of
medical teams, preparation of duty
rosters, and deployment of AYUSH
instructors were also reviewed to
ensurerobust health and wellness
support to the pilgrims.

The BRO has been assigned the
responsibility to maintain roads

inspection of the

ensure seamless

N

and ensure the Nowshera tunnel
remains operational during the
daytime, which is vital for smooth
transportation.

To maintain traffic flow, the
TrafficPolice willregulate vehicular
movement and oversee parking
arrangements. The SDRF teams
will be deployed at designated
locations torespond swiftlyin case
of any emergency situations.

Furthermore, the Department
of Tourism was directed to install
informative and welcome hoardings
at prominent locations.

The Deputy Commissioner
stressed upon all departments to
work in close coordination and
complete all assigned tasks well
before the scheduled date of the
Yatratoensure asafe, comfortable
and spiritually fulfillingexperience
for the pilgrims.

Among others present during
theinspection and review meeting
were ADC Chander Prakash; ACR
Mohammad Jahangir Khan; ACD
Augqil Naveed; Executive Engineer
PWD Aftab Anwar; Dy. SP Satish
Sharma; Deputy SP Traffic Shiv
Kumar; ARTO Rajesh Gupta; CMO
DrManoharLalRana; AD FCS&CA
Rohit Kumar and Executive Officer
Municipality Yusaful Umar, along
with other district and sectoral
officers. Besides these, prominent
citizens and representatives from
civil society were also present at
the venue.

SDA launches
Shehjar Heights Phase-11

112 residential apartments to be constructed within 2 yrs

m HTNewsDesk/DIPR

SRINAGAR, JULY 25: Srinagar
Development Authority (SDA) has
announced the launch of Phase-II of
the Shehjar Heights project at Bemina
envisaging construction of 112 more
residential apartments, including 56
each 2-BHK and 3-BHK flats.

Shehjar Apartments is a flagship
Vertical Housing project of SDA in
Srinagar involving construction of
around 450 residential apartments
comprising around 13 towers. The
Phase-I of the project completed with
the construction of 140 apartments, is
fully sold-out.

Given the overwhelming demand
for quality residential apartments in
Srinagar, SDA has expedited the
execution ofthe projectand hasstarted
theprocessfor constructionof112more
flats under Phase-II after the Phase-I
was fully sold out, said Mohammad
Rafi, Vice-Chairman SDA addingthat
the possession of flats in Phase-II is
likelytobehanded overtotheprospective
allottees within 2 years.

Hesaid vertical housinghasbecome
a necessity to ensure economical use
oflandin thefast-expanding Srinagar
city. “Given the scarceland resources
and sky-rocketing land prices in
Srinagar, time has come for SDA to
promote the concept of flatted
accommodation in the city in a big
way,” Mr Rafi said.

HUDCO, he said, are the projects
consultants for the Shehjar Heights,
who have formulated the overalllayout
plananddesign oftowersand individual
residential units.

Mr Rafi said that Shehjar Heights
are spread over around 100 kanals of
land with 40 ft wide main road and 36
ft wide internal roads transecting
various apartment blocks located
adjacent to Srinagar-Baramulla
highway in Bemina near Hajj House.

The Vice-Chairman said that the
projecthasbeen provided withadequate
parking facility including surface
parking for around 550 vehicles and
covered parkingforaround 220 vehicles.
Besidesit will have parks, community

m Uaje
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hall, children’s play area, tennis court,
amphitheater, health club, community
market,gym,food courtand adedicated
STP.

Hesaid thebestthingabout Shehjar
Projectisthatitis suitably located on
National Highway in easily accessible
andbuzzing Beminaareaof Srinagar,
with remarkable proximity to urban
amenities like hospitals, schools and
markets with hassle-free to
SrinagarInternational Airport and
Nowgam Railway Station.

He said adequate and latest
technological interventionshavebeen
ensured to make the structures
earthquakeresistantand HUDCO has
gotthestructural design of the project
approved by IIT Kanpur.

“For the first time Liquefaction
Resistance technology is being used
intheconstruction of Phase-Iltomake
the towers earth-quakeresistant,” he
said and added that HUDCO is also
providing consultancy for drainage,
water supply and sewerage design,
energy management, communication
system, fire detection, fire protection
and security systems for the Shehjar
Apartments.

The Vice-Chairmansaid thateach
3-BHK flatis spread over anet surface
areaof1250sft with3bedrooms, Drawing
Room, Living Room, Kitchen, 3
washrooms, utility and veranda while
2-BHK flat has a surface area of 1012
sft comprising 2 bedrooms, drawing
room, living room, 2 washrooms,
kitchen, utility and veranda.

Rafi said the tendering process of
Phase-II has been initiated and SDA
isgoingtosoon announce the booking
for Phase-II with flexible payment mode.

DDC Reasi approves 143
Entrepreneurship cases under

Mission YUVA

m HTNewsDesk/DIPR

REASI, JULY 25: The District Level
Implementation Committee (DLIC)for
Mission YUVA was convened todayin
Reasi. District Development
Commissioner (DDC) Nidhi Malik
chaired the meeting to review and
approve cases verified by the Small
Business Development Units (SBDUs).

A total of 143 cases, verified by the
SBDUs were presented before the
Committee and subsequently approved
forfinancialassistanceand handholding
support under Mission YUVA.

The Committee, headed by DDC
carried outadetailed scrutiny of each
application based oneligibility, business
viability, and the socio-economic
background of the applicants. She
emphasized the criticalneed to promote
self-employment opportunitiesforlocal
youth, particularly those from
underprivileged and marginalized
communities.

TheDDCalsoreviewed thedistrict’s
overall performance under Mission
YUVA and directed all relevant
departments to ensure the prompt

monitoring and comprehensive
mentoring to ensure the long-term
success and sustainability of the
approved projects.

Themeetingconcluded withashared
commitmenttofostering youth-driven
entrepreneurship and promoting
sustainable livelihoods through the
coordinated and effective
implementation of Mission YUVA across
the district.

Themeetingwasattended by ADDC
Reasi, Sukhdev Singh Samyal; AD
Employment Reasi(Member Secretary),
Annie Vaid; representatives from J&K
Bank, DDMNABARD,JKEDIand other
concerned officers.

Shrine Board Launches Green Initiative at GMS Panthal

with directions to the concerned officers to make
good the deficiencies and submit the requisite No
Objection Certificate at the earliest.

The meeting was attended by the ChiefExecutive
Officer Bhaderwah Development Authority, Chief
Town Planner (attended virtually), Divisional Forest
Officer Bhaderwah, Tehsildars Bhallaand Bhaderwah,
Executive Engineers (XENs), and other concerned
officers.

The Deputy Commissioner stressed theimportance
of regulated urban expansion, eco-sensitive construction
and promotion of sustainable tourism infrastructure
inline with thedistrict’suniqueecological and cultural
character. He directed the officials to maintain
transparencyin BOCA functioningand ensure timely
disposal of pending cases while adhering strictly to
development norms.

®© 00 ©

B HTNewsDesk

KATRA,JULY25: Affirming
its commitment to
environmental sustainability,
the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board (SMVDSB)today
launched aplantationdriveat
Government Middle School
(GMS), Panthal, Katra. The
eventbrought together officials
from SMVDSB and its allied
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Institute of Medical Excellence
(SMVDIME), PRI members,
educators, students, and local
residents,aspartofthe Board’s

broader mission to promote
eco-conscious practicesinthe
revered Trikuta Hills region.
The initiative included
ceremonial plantingof saplings
inandaroundthe GMSPanthal
campus, whichhasbeenadopted
by SMVDIME underits Family
Adoption Programme. A variety
of indigenous, environment-
friendly medicinal and fruit-
bearing plants were planted
to enhance air quality and
beautify the surroundings.
Addressingtheparticipants,
AlokKumarMaurya, Additional
Chief Executive Officer,

SMVDSB,reiterated the Board's
dedication to environmental
conservation under the
guidance of ShriManoj Sinha,
Hon’ble Chairman, SMVDSB
(Lt. Governor, JK-UT). He
informed that as part of the
Annual Green Plan 2025-26,
theShrineBoardisundertaking
plantation of over one lakh
high-quality native forestry
seedlings across the Shrine
area on Trikuta Hills. These
plants, raised in the Shrine
Board’shigh-technursery,are
alsomadeavailabletothe public
at Katra and Jammu to

encourage broader community
participation.

He further shared that
Drone Technology is being
employed for aerial seed
dispersal, enablingafforestation
inremoteandinaccessibleareas
of the Trikuta Hills.

The Addl. CEO emphasized
that the plantation drive not
only supportsthe development
of green zones but also
strengthens eco-education
among students and the local
community. He appreciated
theenthusiastic participation
of the students and faculty of

GMS Panthal, the SMVDIME
team led by the Executive
Director, ACF along with
officials from the Forest Wing
of SMVDSB and the local
villagers.Topromote creativity
andenvironmental awareness,
apainting competition on the
theme “Ek Ped MaaKe Naam”
wasalsoorganized for students.
The event concluded with
distribution of various plant
saplings to participants and
provision of hygienic
refreshments, reinforcing
community involvement in
sustainability initiatives.
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Joe Root's 38th Test century
deflates India at Tea

m United News of India

MANCHESTER, JULY 25: Joe
Root produced a masterful cen-
tury as England reached a com-
manding 433 for 4 in response to
India’sfirst-innings 358, tightening
theirgriponthe matchatOld Traf-
ford here today. Root is batting on
121, with Ben Stokes giving him
solid company on 36 at Tea.

Resuming Day 3 on 225 for 2,
England steadily built their
innings through the third wick-
et stand between Root and Ollie
Pope. The duo frustrated the
Indian bowlers, completing their
50-run partnership in 97 balls
and then convertingitintoacen-
tury stand off 172 deliveries.

Rootsurvived anervy moment
early in the day when a risky
single nearly resulted inarun-out
at54overs. Jadeja had the oppor-
tunity but missed the direct hit.
A few overs later, India unsuc-
cessfully reviewed an LBW deci-
sionagainstRoot, only forreplays
to show it was sliding down leg,
resulting in a lost review.

&

Root was at his vintage best
throughout the day, blending grit
and flair.He reached his Test half-
century with a reverse sweep,
raising his bat to a chorus of
"Roooooot" from the spectators.
He accelerated with elegance,
piercing the off-side with late
cuts, reverse sweeps, and classi-
cal drives.

Root reached his 38th Test
century in style with a gentle
glance off Anshul Kamboj to the
fine leg fence. The celebration
was understated yet emotional

- helmet off, bat raised, soaking
in the applause as fans stood to
salute England’s modern-day
great. It was a knock defined by
patience, precision, and poise,
weathering tricky passages,
includingaspellwhere odd deliv-
eries kept low and one where he
escaped a run-out.

Ollie Pope, too, was impres-
sive. He brought up his 16th Test
fifty and later reached 71 before
falling to Washington Sundar,
whose late introduction proved
timely. Sundar then dismissed

HarryBrookwith adriftingbeau-
ty,leavingIndia with afaint open-
ing.

England’s 300 came up in the
67th over, and the 350 was not
far behind. The second new ball
was takenat90.3 overs but failed
to make significant inroads.
Stokes joined Root and took the
attack to the bowlers, smashing
aboundary downthe ground and
glancing another fine, raising the
50-run partnership for the fifth
wicket.

England crossed the 400-run
mark in the 93rd over and went
into Tea at 433 for 4, with Root
nearing 150 and Stokes looking
comfortable. Root continued to
score with ease, picking bound-
aries at will, including a wristy
flick through midwicket (98.1)
that summed up his complete
dominance.

India’s bowling efforts were
spirited in patches but lacked
consistency. With Root set and
England ahead, post-Tea session
promises astiff challenge for the
visitors. UNI BDN GNK

Volleyball Tournament 2025 Org By
Chinar Corps Of Indian Army

T ik
L
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LS WINNERS
- \ AMOUNT TEN THOUSAND RUPEES ONLY.

Z 10000/=
m  HT News Desk ties. The Indian Army provided full logis-
ticaland organizational support,including
sports Kkits, refreshments and medical
facilities for the players. The winners and
runners-up were awarded medals & cash
prizes. The occasion was also graced by
cultural performances by local children
adding Kashmiri shades to the event.
The event drew an enthusiastic crowd
from nearby villages and towns, with
families and youth turning out in large
numbers. Locals appreciated theinitiative,
highlighting how such events provide
positive outlets for youth and help
strengthen the bond between the Indian
Army and local populace. The tournament
not only celebrated sporting excellence
but also served as a vibrant symbol of
unity, peace and goodwill in Kashmir.

SRINAGAR,JUL25:Indian Army’s Chinar
Corpssuccessfully concluded the Volleyball
Tournament 2025 today at BHS, Keegam.
The grand finale was contested between
WATERKHANI SPARTANS & SUPER STRIK-
ERS NUTNUSSA. The final match saw a
thrilling face-off between the two teams,
both of whom had battled through several
rounds to reach the final stage. In a closely
contested match, SUPER STRIKERS NUT-
NUSSA emerged victorious, showcasing
sheer resilience, skill and strategic play.

The aim was to focus on community
engagement & winning the hearts and
minds of the people in the region by
encouraging youth participation in con-
structive and confidence-building activi-
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Allianz )

Cell. 3143442131 | 9413007373
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AUTO MOBILES

ALL INSURANCE CLAIMS ARE ACCEPTED HERE
ALSO INSLIRANCE FACILITY ARE AVAILABLE HERE.

BAJAJ ALLIANZ | RELIANCE | HDFC EGRO | DIGIT | ICICI LOMBARD | LIBERTY INSURANCE ETC

HDFC
ERGO

GENERAL INSURANCE

REG. NO.: A-3998
Call:
6005590743

EXPERIENCE]

DENTAL & FACIAL
AESTHETICS

\I\DENTAI:IMPLANT—SKIN-LASER-HMR

» Root canal treatment » Medifacial  Hydrafacial

» Painless tooth extraction » Face PRP - Vampire facial

» Crowns and Bridges » Microneedling = Mesotherapy
» Fixed orthodontic treatment » Advanced Chemical peels

Dr. SYED FURQANA BUKHARI

Dental Surgeon, MIDA

Ex Resident Govt, Dental College Srinagar
Fellowship in Medical Cosmotology

+ Removable Partial denture + Hair PRP & GFC « Botox
+ Complete Dentures « Skin Rejuvination

» Esthetic Restorations » Acne & Scar treatment

» Teeth Whitening » Mole & skin tag Removal

« Scaling/Teeth Cleaning & Polishing « Micro dermaabration

+ Smile designing « Lip fillers « Laser hair Reduction
» Dental Implants » Carbon Laser facial

+ Oral Health Counselling » Black doll facial « Party peels

« Digital X-ray + Photo facial + Tattoo Removal

» Disimpections « Melasma treatment

» Pediatric Dentistry
FREE
CHECKUP

: | Opposite SDH Kreeri,
ADDRESS: | ¢ foor Generic Medical Store Building

Lunch off 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm

WELCOME

* YATRIES AND TOURISTS TO J&K

TRAFFIC POLICE JAMMU ZONE

AT YOUR SERVICE{24X7%

RANGERAREICIHOBANMU

2 0191-2461338

@ digticimu@ijkpolice.gov.in

TRAFFIC CONTROL UNIT
JAMMU - RURAL

FOR ENQUIRY/ASSISTANCE
/COMPLAINTS

KATHUA - SAMBA

88990 41441

RAJOURI-POONCH

94193 24490

@ sptriruralimu@jkpolice.gov.in

HELP US TO SERVE YOU BETTER § TRAFFIC POLICE JAMMU ZONE
Space Devoted in Public Interest by HEADLINES TODAY
@ 00 ©

/COMPLAINTS

= (0191-2459048
94191471732

HELP LINE

103

@ tcujammu0i@gmail.com

TRAFFIC CONTROL UNIT
JAMMU

FOR ENQUIRY/RSSISTANCE

O 170063 17443
12981271146

TRAFFIC CONTROL UNIT
NHW - RAMBAN

FOR ENQUIRY/ASSISTANCE

/COMPLAINTS

© 94199 93
99060 2

84919 28

TOLL FREE

AY rey)
617
25 wox)

1800 180 7043

@ sspticnhw@jkpolice.gow.in

B @informationprik f Information & PR, J&K x @diprjk

Yatra -202$

Traffic Advisory

The yatris, travelling to seek blessings of Shri Amarnath Ji, in
their own/rented cars/buses or any other mode, are
requested to travel in the main Yatra convoy only, starting
from Bhagwati Nagar Jammu daily; in the interest of
smooth and secure conduct of Shri Amarnath ji Yatra 2025.

@dipr_jk

Space Devoted in Public Interest by HEADLINES TODAY

o0 ¢ &
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