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PM Modi
Siresses Job
Creation Focus

m United News of India

Women-Led Development Key To
Peace, Prosperlty In J&K: LG Sinha

NEW DELH], JUL 12: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday emphasised
his government’s focus on generating
employment in the public and private sec-
tors, asserting that the country has pro-
gressed in every field in the past 11 years.

In avirtual address after the distribu-
tion of over 51,000 appointment letters,
he said his government’s welfare schemes,
be it building over 4 crore houses for the
poor, distributing over 10 crore new LPG
connections or the rooftop solar pro-
gramme, have created lakhs of new
employment opportunities and so have
ahostofotherinitiatives thatled to growth
in manufacturing sector.

Speaking of his recent five-nation tour,

he said the whole world now recognises

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JUL 12: Women-
led development is key to over-
comingchallengeslike terrorism
and drug addiction, and building
apeacefuland prosperous Jammu
and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha said on Saturday.

Sinha attended the valedic-
tory function of the women’s
vocational training course at the
Army Goodwill Schoolin Balapur
in south Kashmir’s Shopian.

He felicitated the women train-

ees who completed their voca-
tional training and life enhance-
ment skill courses at the school
and five other Entrepreneurship
and Livelihood Enhancement
Centres at Pulwama, Kulgam,
Budgam, Anantnagand Pampore.

The Lieutenant Governor said
thatunder the guidance of Prime
Minister NarendraModi, women’s
empowerment has been trans-
formed into amass movementin
Jammu and Kashmir.

“The socialand economic uplift-
ment of women has been our top

priority. I strongly believe that
women-led developmentwilllead
us to overcoming challenges like
terrorism, drug addiction, other
social evils,and to build a peaceful
and prosperous J&K,” he said.
Nari Shakti has brought a tre-
mendous change to the rural
economy. Our multi-pronged
approach and women-centric ini-
tiatives have empowered women
inJammuand Kashmirwithtrain-
ing and financial support, he said.

“It is being ensured that
TURN ON PAGE 2

We must wholeheartedly recognise and respect women’s inherent abilities and invaluable contributions, and make continuous

efforts to promote their leadership role across the sectors, ensuring they have every opportunity to excel and inspire,” Sinha lauded Monica Pal
Bharti, her entire team of Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar Vikas evam Sewa Sansthan, Project Toha Social, and the Indian Army for the initiative of women
empowerment and providing vocational training to 1,481 women, including 125 women trainees of the recently concluded training course.

Every terror attack, from Uri to Pahalgam
given befitting reply: Amit Shah

m  HT News Desk / KNO

Speaking at a public meeting in Ker-
ala, Shah, according to the news agency—

the strength of India’s demography and
democracy. The ability of India’s youth is
its biggest capital and a guarantee of the
country’s bright future, he added.

He said, “The world acknowledges
today that India possesses two infinite

powers. One is demography, the other is
TURN ON PAGE 2

SRINAGAR, JUL 12: Stating that the
Government of India responded to the
Uriterroristattack withasurgical strike
and to the Pulwama attack with air
strikes, Union Home Minister Amit Shah
onSaturday said that 'Operation Sindoor'
was another example of decisive cross-
border action.

Kashmir News Observer (KNO)referred
to the 2016 Uri attack and the 2019
Pulwamaattackasexamples of how the
government responded with military
action. “We responded to the Uri attack
with a surgical strike and to the Pul-
wamaattack with air strikes,” Shah said.

He also cited “Operation Sindoor” as

another example of decisive cross-bor-
der action, describing it as an instance
where Indian forces entered terrorist
hideouts and carried targeted opera-
tions. “Terrorismhas no place anywhere.
The BJP-led government will eliminate
it wherever it exists,” he added.

He said that terrorism cannot be

countered by anyone other than
TURN ON PAGE 2

Speaker Yet to Decide
on July 13 Holiday
Resolution

Mehboobad's Statement
Misleading, Not Fact-Based

m MK News Network

SRINAGAR, JULY 12:Inresponse to Ms. Meh-
booba Mufti ‘s post on social media platform
regarding Resolution by PDP on declaration of
holiday on 13thJuly, the Hon’ble Speaker, Jammu

& Kashmir Legislative Assembly Advocate
TURN ON PAGE 2

CS Reviews Welfare Schemes for |-
Marginalized in J&K

m  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JULY 12: Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo, today chaired a meeting to review the
implementation of various welfare schemes
meant for marginalized and vulnerable sections
of the society across Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by Principal Sec-
retary, Social Welfare Department (SWD), Anil
Kumar Singh; Secretary in SWD; Mission Direc-

Pilgrim count set fo cross 2 lakh mark today

m  HT News Desk / KNO

tor, ICDS/ICPS/Mission Vatsalya; Chairperson,
Juvenile Justice Board (J]JB); Director, Social
Welfare, Jammu/Kashmir; District Social Welfare
Officers (DSWOs) and other senior officials of
the department.

The Chief Secretary underscored the urgent
need to upgrade all the Anganwadi Centres
(AWCs) with basic facilities such as electricity,

drinking water, toilets and other utilities.
TURN ON PAGE 2

SRINAGAR, JUL12: Asthe annual Amarnath Yatra continues smooth-
ly amid tight security and favourable weather, a total of 19,020 pilgrims
performed the holy darshan at the sacred cave shrine on Saturday, taking
the cumulative figure to 1,82,746, officials said.

According to the figures accessed by the news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO), Saturday's darshan count included 13,980 males, 4,272
females, 225 children, 103 sadhus, 20 sadhvis, and 420 personnel

TURN ON PAGE 2

SDRF personnel saves ill pilgrim
@ by carrying him 3 km on back
m HT News Desk / KNO

QAZIGUND, JUL 12: Ashiq Hussain, a State

Disaster Response Force (SDRF) personnel
TURN ON PAGE 2

Adhikari Should Visit
Kashmir: Raina

m United News of India

JAMMU, JUL 12: As BJP leader Suvendu
Adhikari’s remarks asking people of West
Bengal not to visit Kashmir or any Muslim-
majority area sparked a row, a senior lead-
er of his party from J-K on Saturday said
Adhikarishould visit Kashmir to experience
the patriotismand nationalism of its people
for the country.

BJP’s national executive member and
former president of ]-K unit Ravinder Raina
alsoreminded Adhikari, the Leader of Oppo-
sitionin West Bengal Assembly, that numer-
ous youths of Kashmir have sacrificed their
lives for the country in the fight against
terrorism over the past three decades.

In his remarks, Adhikari said that people
of Bengal should avoid visiting Kashmir or
anyotherareawithalarge Muslim population
for the sake of their security, and that they
can go to Jammu or other states like Uttara-
khand, Himachal Pradeshand Odisha.He said
he was not speaking as a BJP MLA and that it
was his personal view as a citizen.

The remarks came close on the heels of
the recent visit of J-K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah to the state as part of his efforts
to revive tourism in the Valley, which was
badly hit following the Pahalgam terror
attack. Abdullah also met West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee and invited her

to visit Kashmir.
TURN ON PAGE 2
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Sanat Nagar flyover ‘likely
to open by August 2025’

R&B officials say power line hurdle resolved
B HT News Desk / KNO

SRINAGAR, JUL 12: The much-delayed Sanat Nagar flyover—
considered the final critical bridge along the Srinagar Bypass, is
now expected to be completed and opened for the traffic by the
end of August, senior officials in the Roads and Buildings (R&B)
Department here said.

Officialsinthe R&B department told the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO) that the construction had earlier slowed

down due to a 132 KV high-tension electricity line that passed
TURN ON PAGE 2

JLNM to Become DHSK’s
First Super Speciality

m HT News Desk / KNO

SRINAGAR, JUL 12: The historic Jawahar Lal Nehru
Memorial (JLNM) Hospital, a 145-year-old institution
located in the heart of Srinagar, is on a track to become a
Super Speciality hospital under the Directorate of Health
Services Kashmir (DHSK), Director Dr. Jehangir Bakshi said
on Saturday.

Speaking to the reporters atJLNM, Dr. Bakshi, as per the
news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), said that
every year the government is committed to strengthening

healthcare services across Jammu and Kashmir, and
TURN ON PAGE 2

LG Manoj Sinha
orders tfransfer of 7
IAS Officers

m  HT News Desk / KINS

SRINAGAR, JULY 12: Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Saturday ordered a key admin-
istrative reshuffle involving seven senior IAS
officers in the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.

According to an official orderissued by the
General Administration Department (GAD),a
copy of which is available with KINS, Dr. Ash-
ish Chandra Verma, IAS (AGMUT: 1994), who

was awaiting posting, has been appointed as
Financial Commissioner (Additional Chief

m United News of India

BANDIPORA, JUL 12: After nearly
three decades, the lotus has bloomed
once againin the Wular Lake in north
Kashmir - the second largest fresh-
water lake in Asia - thanks to conser-
vation efforts after the devastating
floodsin 1992 had wreaked havoc with
its rich ecosystem.

A sea of pink lotuses — not just

crucial forecology but for thelivlihoods
TURN ON PAGE 2

‘Miracle’ In Waters:

Lotus Beds Reappear In J&K’s Wular Lake After 3 Decades

Secretary), Tourism Department.

He will also hold the additional charge of
Administrative Secretary, Planning, Develop-
ment and Monitoring Department, until fur-
ther orders.

Anil Kumar Singh, IAS (AGMUT: 1995),
Principal Secretary to the Government, Social
Welfare Department, holding additional charge
of the Mining Department, has been trans-
ferred and posted as Principal Secretary, Pub-
licWorks (R&B) Department. He will continue
to hold the additional charge of the Mining
Department.

Yasha Mudgal, IAS (AGMUT: 2007), Com-
missioner/Secretary, Tourism Department,
has been transferred and posted as Commis-
sioner/Secretary, Youth Services and Sports
Department.

Sarmad Hafeez, IAS (AGMUT: 2009), Com-

missioner/Secretary, Youth Services and
TURN ON PAGE 2
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CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

democracy. In other words, the largest youth
population and the largest democracy.”

The prime minister asserted that the agreements
signed during his tour will benefit Indian youth both
within the country and abroad. The treaties cover
critical sectors such as defence, pharmaceuticals,
digital technology, energy, and rare earth minerals
and will create far-reaching benefits.

“These initiatives will not only strengthen India’s
global economicstandingbutalso generate meaning-
ful opportunities foryoung Indiansin both manufac-
turing and services,” he said.

Noting that over 25 crore people were lifted out
of poverty in the past 10 years, the prime minister
said it would not have happened but for the employ-
ment and sources of income generated for them.

These poor people used to have a difficult living
and feared death but became so strong that they
defeated poverty, he added.

CitinganInternational Labour Organizationreport,
Modi said over 90 crore people were covered under
the ambit of welfare schemes in the last decade.

India, based onits Gini index, is among the coun-
tries with the highest equality, he said, underscoring
his government’s pro-people efforts.

Modi said his government’s focus on boosting
manufacturing has paid off, saying electronic manu-
facturing has risen over five times to be worth Rs 11
lakhcrorein 11 yearsand mobile manufacturing units
number nearly 300 from two to four earlier.

Defence manufacturingis being discussed proud-
ly after Operation Sindoor, he said in an apparent
reference to the display of India’sindigenous military
capability during the conflict with Pakistan.

Theworthof defence production has gone beyond
Rs 1.25 lakh crore, he said, adding that India is now
on its way to becoming the third-largest economy.

Modi said India has emerged as the largest loco-
motive producer in the world and rail and metro
coacheshaveregistered strongexports. The automo-
bile sector, he added, has attracted USD 40 billion in
FDIin just five years, resulting in new factories, new
job opportunities, and record vehicle sales.

The government, he said, is also focusing on
creatingnew employmentopportunitiesashe referred
to the Employment Linked Incentive Scheme, under
which people in their first job in the private sector
will be given Rs 15,000.

The government will contribute tothe firstsalary
of their firstjoband hasallocated abudget of approx-
imately Rs 1 lakh crore, he said, adding that it is
expected to help in the creation of about 3.5 crore
new jobs.

He stressed the transformative power of India’s
manufacturing sector in driving national growth,
generating employment, and accelerating India’s
journey toward becoming the world’s third-largest
economy.

Appointment letters were distributed as part of
the government’s Rozgar Mela.

The Rozgar Mela will play a significant role in
providing meaningful opportunities to the youth for
their empowerment and participation in nation-
building, a government statement has said.

Over 10lakhrecruitment letters have beenissued
so far under it, it said. (Agencies)

Women-Led.....

womenare not just beneficiaries of development,
but a key partner in Jammu and Kashmir’s growth
journey,” the LG added.

Sinha called for an annual follow-up after the
participants complete training and start their busi-
nesses.

He emphasised a planned approach to close the
gap between the number of women and men entre-
preneurs, especiallyinruralareas,and encourage the
women workforce to scale up their businesses.

“We must wholeheartedly recognise and respect
women'’s inherent abilities and invaluable contribu-
tions, and make continuous efforts to promote their
leadershiproleacross the sectors, ensuring they have
every opportunity to excel and inspire,” he said.

Sinha lauded Monica Pal Bharti, her entire team
of Dr.BhimRao Ambedkar Vikasevam SewaSansthan,
ProjectTohaSocial,and the Indian Army for the initia-
tive of women empowerment and providing voca-
tional training to 1,481 women, including 125 wom-
entrainees ofthe recently concluded training course.

Paying homage to Bhim Rao Ambedkar, the LG
said Baba Saheb was the pioneer of women'’s rights
and women’sempowerment, and his timeless values
and resolve for selfless service, equality, and social
justice continue to guide the nation.

He also lauded the Army’s community engage-
ments and development programme.

The Indian Army is not only ensuring the unity
and integrity of India with full alertness, but also
continuously performingvirtuous work of transform-
ing the society, he said.

Every terror.....

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the BJP, and
pointed to past operations in Jammu and Kashmir as
evidence of that stance.

He also said the government is working toward
making India free of Naxalism by March 31, 2026.
“This goal is part of a broader national security strat-
egy aimed at addressing internal threats,” he added.

The Home Minister criticised opposition-led state
governments for what he called a lack of effective
action against extremist groups.

Without naming specific parties, he questioned
their silence on the activities of banned outfits and
called for a national consensus on security issues.

Speaker Yet.....

Abdul Rahim Rather categorically denied the
statement made by Ms Mehbooba Mufti on social
media and said that the said statement is misleading
and not based on facts. Advocate Abdul Rahim Rath-
er stated that the said Resolution submitted by Mr.
Waheed-ur-Rehman Parra was admitted during the

®© 00 ©

Budget Session 2025-26 held in the month of March
at Jammu.

Abdul Rahim Rather, Hon'ble Speaker said that
Assembly Secretariat received total 111 Resolutions
from 34 Hon’ble Members and out of which 87 reso-
lutions were admitted for balloting and rest were
disallowed as per rules. Mr. Waheed-ur-Rehman
Parra, Hon'ble Member also submitted four Resolu-
tions and out of which two Resolutions were admit-
ted which includes the Resolution “Declaring 13th
July as official holiday to remember the sacrifices of
the protestorsagainstautocratic monarch forces”. Mr.
Waheed-ur-Rehman Parrawas accordingly informed
through Assembly Secretariat Bulletin No.LA1353/
Legn/2025 dated 14/03/2025.

Asper prescribed Rulesrelative precedence of the
Private Members’ Resolutions was determined by
separate Balloting in terms of Rule-28 of Rules of
Procedure and Conductof Businessin J&K Legislative
Assembly in presence of 7 Hon’ble Members on 25th
of March 2025 and 14 Resolutions secured place in
balloting which were listed in the House on 7th &9th
of April, 2025.The Resolution submitted by Mr.
Waheed-ur-Rehman Parra, Hon’ble MLA, though
admitted, did not secure place during Balloting
process. So process was completed as per the Rules
of procedure,

He further said that the post of Speaker is the
epitome of impartiality and in no case it can be con-
strued that the Resolution has been rejected out
rightly by the Speaker, which is not factually correct.

CS Reviews.....

Hedirected foraccording priority to those centres
housed in government-owned buildings through
convergence with departments like Rural Develop-
ment. He also asked for shifting of centres operating
from private premises lacking such infrastructure.

Reviewing the outreach and impact of various
flagship programmes, Dulloo laid emphasis on mon-
itoring the outcomes of nutrition-based interventions
targeting the children, adolescent girls and lactating
mothers under the Poshan Scheme. He stressed that
tracking measurable outcomesis critical for ensuring
real progress at the grassroots level.

The Chief Secretary also called upon the Pro-
gramme Officers and DSWOs to frequently conduct
field visitsto assess on-ground realities and align their
actions with actual needs. He remarked that all deci-
sions should stem from field-level insights and reflect
the actual realities of our people.

Inaforward-looking suggestion, Dulloo asked the
department to explore the concept of Composite
Homes in districts to house the orphaned children,
elderly citizens and the destitute women together,
providingthemwithasense of community and shared
care, reducing isolation.

Providing an overview of the department’s scope
and responsibilities, Principal Secretary Anil Kumar
Singh informed that the Social Welfare Department
is currently implementing 37 Centrally Sponsored
Schemes and 9 UT schemes, backed by a budgetary
allocation of Rs 4,361 crore for the year 2025-26. He
highlighted the presence of around 28,000 Angan-
wadi Centres (AWCs) across the UT, which cater to
nearly 9 lakh beneficiaries, ensuring last-mile deliv-
ery of services.

The Principal Secretary also presented a detailed
account of the current status, outcomes and future
roadmap of various schemes under the department’s
ambit. Mission Directors and Directors briefed the
Chief Secretary on the functioning and implementa-
tion status of their respective schemes and pro-
grammes.

The meeting comprehensively reviewed key
initiatives under Mission Poshan (7 schemes), focus-
ingonimproving the nutritional levelsamongchildren
and others. Mission Shakti (6 schemes) aimed at
empowering thewomenensuring their safety,empow-
ermentand protection. Mission Vatsalya(7 schemes)
focuses on institutional care and protection for dif-
ferent sections of the society in need.

Other centrally sponsored schemes discussed
included SMILE (Support for Marginalized Individu-
als for Livelihood and Enterprise), Atal Vayo Abhyu-
daya Yojana (AVYAY) and SAPSrC, PM-AJAY (Prime
Minister’s Anusuchit Jaati Abhiyan Yojana), PM-
YASASVI Scholarships, NAPDDR (Drug Demand
Reduction), NSAP (National Social Assistance Pro-
gramme), Scholarships for Minority, SC and OBC
communities, ALIMCO-supported Prosthetic Aids,
implementation of SC/STPrevention of Atrocities Act,
NAMASTE (Sanitation Workers' Welfare), PMJVK
(PradhanMantriJanVikas Karyakram)besides others.

Thereview also covered UT government schemes
like ISSS (Integrated Social Security Scheme), Ladli
Beti, Marriage Assistance Scheme, SC Scholarship,
Homes for those in distress, Pahari Hostels, Mobility
Support to Specially-abled (scooties/prosthetics),
Pensions for the needy and assistance to militancy-
affected families.

As part of the ongoing efforts for the upcoming
fiscal year 2025-26, the Department revealed that
consolidated proposals undervarious centrally spon-
sored schemes,amountingatotal of Rs 1088.75 crore
stands submitted. Out of these, major schemes such
as Mission Poshan and ICDS (Rs 759.67 Cr), Mission
Shakti (Rs 40.79 Cr) and Mission Vatsalya (Rs 126.54
Cr) have already received approval. Additionally,
proposalsforPMMVY (Rs 64.39 Cr)and BBBP(Rs 6.20
Cr) have also been approved.

Several proposals have been submitted and are
currently awaiting approval. These included financial
allocations for the implementation of schemes under
the Prevention of Atrocities Act 1989, Senior Citizen
Homes, Saksham Anganwadi Centres, Creche (Palna),
Pre- and Post-matric Scholarships for SC students,
NAPDDR including NMBA and PM-YASASVI, the
meeting was apprised.

Pilgrim count.....

from security forces.
The pilgrimage entered its tenth day on Saturday
and continues to witness a huge influx of devotees

from across the country. Officials said the yatra is
progressing smoothly, with all necessary arrange-
ments in place to ensure the safety and comfort of
the pilgrims.

"Given the current trend, the cumulative pilgrim
count is expected to cross the two lakh mark by
Sunday. This year, the yatra has not been halted due
to rains or any other reason," an official told KNO.

Authorities have also deployed additional teams
for medical aid, sanitation, and route clearance,
especiallyinlight of recent weather fluctuationsalong
the Pahalgam and Baltal routes.

AmbikaSoni,adevotee fromJaipur, expressed her
deep satisfaction with the ongoing arrangements for
the Amarnath Yatra.

“The government has made very good arrange-
ments this year. Everything from security to basic
facilities like food and medical support is well-man-
aged. It feels safe and spiritually uplifting to be part
of this sacred journey. [ will offer prayers at the holy
cave forpeace, prosperity,and happiness foreveryone,”
she said.

Another devotee, Nilesh Upadhyay, whois under-
taking the pilgrimage, said that he had come for the
13th time.

"I have come here for the 13th time, and [ must
say the arrangements have continuously improved
over the years. There is a sense of peace and divine
energy all around. The yatris are being taken care of
at every step of the way. The environment is calm,
the people are cooperative, and the security forces
are doing a commendable job," he said.

Meanwhile, the 11th batch of 6,639 pilgrims set
out from the Bhagwati Nagar base camp in Jammu
onSaturday morning toundertake the sacred journey
to the Amarnath cave shrine in south Kashmir.

The group included 1,462 women, 41 children,
and 181 sadhus and sadhvis. As per officials, the pil-
grims left in two separate convoys amid tight secu-
rity arrangements, heading towards the twin base
camps of Nunwan in Pahalgam and Baltal in Gander-
bal district.

Out of the total, 4,302 pilgrims opted for the tra-
ditional Pahalgam route, travelling in 159 vehicles,
while 2,337 pilgrims preferred the Baltal route and
were accommodated in 116 vehicles.

The 32-day yatra, which commenced on July 3, is
scheduled to conclude on August 9.

SDRF personnel......

from Qazigund, became a real-life hero during
the Amarnath Yatra by saving the life of anill pilgrim,
carrying him on his back for nearly 3 kilometres
through treacherous terrain from Pissu Top to Chan-
danwari.

Adevotee from Gujarat wasreportedly experienc-
ing severe breathlessness and was on the verge of
collapse. Unable to walk further through the steep
and rugged path, his situation turned critical.

“I'was at Sheshnag along with DSP to inspect the
arrangements when we received information about
the pilgrimindistress,” Ashiq told the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO). “We immediately
rushed to the spot. I lifted him from Pissu Top and
carried him all the way to Chandanwari, around 3
kilometres, despite heavyrainsand the tough, slippery
trail”

Ashiq said the man had a relative with him who
was in tears, overwhelmed by the situation. "We
administered preliminary care (PCR), and thank-
fully, he showed signs of recovery. I then shifted him
tothe hospital at Chandanwarifor further treatment,"
he added.

The emotional moment was captured on video
by the pilgrim’s relative, who can be heard saying
with deep gratitude, “You helped usalot...”

The 38-day annual Amarnath Yatra to the
3,880-metre high cave shrine started from the two
routes on July 3 and is scheduled to end on August 9.

Over 1.80 lakh pilgrims have so far visited the
shrine, which houses a naturally formed Shivlingam.

Adhikari Should.....

“Iwouldlike torequest Adhikari to come toKash-
mir. He should come and see that every Kashmiri
loves India. When the terrorists killed humanity in
the meadows of Pahalgam on April 22, it was the
people of Kashmir who reached the spot barefoot to
rescue theinjured tourists,” Rainasaidinastatement
to PTl here.

“It was the people of Kashmir who sheltered the
tourists and helped them reach their homes safely.
Mohammad Magbool Sherwani sacrificed his life in
1947 by hoisting the tricolour in Baramulla and gave
the slogan ‘beware Pakistani attackers, we Kashmiris
are ready’,” Raina said.

He said thousands of Kashmiri youths have sac-
rificed their lives for the security of the country,
serving in various security agencies.

“There are so many Kashmiri activists (from the
BJP)whoachieved martyrdom fighting the terrorists.
India lives in the heart of every citizen of Jammu and
Kashmir and Jammu and Kashmir is in the heart of
India. Every Indian should come to Jammu and Kash-
mir,” Raina said, inviting Adhikari and the people of
West Bengal to visit the valley to experience the
“patriotism and nationalism of local residents”.

He said the people of ]-K are true Indians. “This is
our motherland and Kashmir is the crown of India.
Every Kashmiri is our brother and they are our own.

“They have rendered numerous sacrifices for the
country and if the tricolour is flying high in Kashmir
proudly, itisbecause of the people of Kashmir,” Raina
said.

Meanwhile, National Conference provincial pres-
ident Rattan Lal Gupta condemned the “provocative
and communally charged” remarks of Adhikari.

“Adhikari'sappeal...isnotonlyappallingbutalso
reflects the BJP’s persistent agenda of sowing com-
munal discord. Such statements are not only a direct
assault on the idea of India but also an insult to the
composite culture and pluralistic ethos of ammuand
Kashmir,” Gupta said in a statement.

He said the people of Kashmir, regardless of their

religion, have always welcomed tourists with
openarms.

“Reducing the Valley to a religious demo-
graphic to incite fear and hatred is not only
factually wrong but also highly irresponsible.
Such rhetoric has the potential to damage the
national fabric and cause deep fissures in soci-
ety,” he asserted.

Calling the BJP’s approach a “politics of
polarisation”, the senior NC leader alleged that
the party thrives on Hindu-Muslim divisions
by creating fear among communities.

TheNCleader called upon the people of West
Bengal and the entire nation to reject any such
“hate-mongering” and instead embrace the
spirit of unity, secularism and mutual respect.

Gupta appreciated the decision of Banerjee
that she would visit Kashmir after Durga Puja
and said the people of Jammuand Kashmir, both
from Jammu and the Valley, want peace, prog-
ress and brotherhood, not communal poison.

He urged the BJP leadership to rein in its
leaders and “stop weaponising religion for
political gains”. (AGENCIES)

Sanat Nagar.....

directly above the under-construction struc-
ture.

They said the power line posed a major
safety concernand required realignment, delay-
ing progress for months.

An R&B official told KNO that the issue has
finally been resolved. “The power line hurdle
hasbeen cleared and amendment workis under-
way. We are aiming to make the bridge opera-
tional by August this year,” the official said.

The official added a new tower has been
constructed for line realignment after land
acquisition and foundation work were com-
pleted in coordination with Kashmir Power
Distribution Corporation Limited (KPDCL).

Meanwhile, the flyoveris part ofthe Nation-
alHighway Authority of India’s (NHAI) broader
plantodecongest trafficat Bemina, Sanat Nagar
and Nowgam by constructing three flyovers
along a 3.23-kilometre stretch on NH-44.

Moreover, while the Bemina and Nowgam
flyovers are already functional, the Sanat Nagar
section was held up due to prolonged utility
clearance.

Daily commuters say the delay has only
worsened traffic congestion. “Every day there
are long traffic jams at Sanat Nagar. We have
waited long enough. It is time the flyover is
finished,” said Zubair Ahmad, acommuter from
Natipora.

The locals hoped that the flyover would
finally ease the pressure onthis keyintersection.
“Once it is completed, travel time from Bar-
zulla to Nowgam will improve significantly,”
said Tahoor Wani, a local from Baghat.

Notably, with the amendment work under-
wayand key technical hurdles resolved, officials
say the city’s last pending important bypass
flyover is finally on track for completion.

JINMfo.....

JLNM s a clear example of that progress.

“The hospital is expanding every year, with
new departments, advanced equipment, and
modernfacilitiesbeingadded. Thisyeartoo, the
momentum continues,” he said.

Highlighting future upgrades, Dr. Bakshi
revealed that an MRI machine will be installed
soonatJLNM, alongside the additionofhigh-tech
allergy testing machines. “These additions will
further JLNM'’s transformation into a fully-
fledged super speciality hospital. We are also
installing state-of-the-art machinerytoensure
advanced diagnosticsand treatment,” headded.

Dr. Bakshi while acknowledging the chal-
lenges said that there remains a shortage of
doctors and, more critically, paramedics in
hospitalsand medical colleges across the region.
“The government has taken the matter seri-
ously and extraordinary steps are being taken
to bridge the gaps,” he said.

The event also marked a triple milestone
celebration for JLNM Hospital, which hosted a
conference onallergy andimmunology attend-
ed by prominent figures including Health and
Education Minister Sakinaltooand MLAZadibal
Tanveer Sadiq.

The conference gathered top allergy experts
and researchers and aimed to explore new
frontiersin the field. During the event, Minister
Sakina Itoo officially launched JLNM’s annual
general and awards ceremony. Several post-
graduate researchers were felicitated for their
commendable contributionsin clinical science
and research.

In her address, Minister Itoo praised the
hospital’s medical staff for their unwavering
commitment. “JLNM Hospital holds historical
and emotional value for Kashmiris. Its transfor-
mationintoaleadingtertiary care centerreflects
the dedication of the doctorsand management,”
shesaid. She also expressed appreciation for the
hospital administration, including Medical
Superintendent Dr. Mohammad Tariq Jaan,
Allergy Specialist Dr. Taha Ashraf, Deputy MS
Dr. Asifa Jaan, and Media Cell Incharge Aafaq
Bashir, for their continued efforts in improving
healthcare delivery.

The hospital, which has witnessed a steady
evolutionoverthe decades,isnow being revived
withmoderninfrastructureandagrowingfocus
on specialty care, marking a new era for public
health in the Kashmir Valley.

LG Manoj Sinha.....

Sports Department, has been posted as
Commissioner/Secretary, Social Welfare Depart-
ment.

Talat Parvez Rohella, IAS (AGMUT: 2010),
Secretary, Planning, Development and Monitor-
ing Department, has been posted as Chairman,
Bureau of Public Enterprises, J&K.

Bhupinder Kumar, IAS (AGMUT: 2011), Sec-
retary, PublicWorks (R&B) Department, holding
additional charges as Director of Census Oper-
ations/Director of Citizen Registration for J&K
and Ladakh, Resident Commissioner, New
Delhi, and Administrative Secretary, Hospital-
ity and Protocol Department, has been for-
mally posted as Resident Commissioner, J&K
Government, New Delhi. He will continue to
hold all existing additional charges.

Ananth Dwivedi, IAS (AGMUT: 2021), Chief
Executive Officer, State Health Agency, J&K,
currentlyalsoservingas Mission Director, Ayush-
man Bharat Digital Health Mission, has been
assigned additional charge as Additional Sec-
retary tothe Government, Revenue Department.

‘Miracle’ In.....

of locals — can be seen in a part of the lake,
whichisspreadinatotalareaof 200 square km,
covering almost 24 km in length, stretching
from the foothills of the Haramukh mountain
range in the Bandipora district to Sopore town
in the neighbouring Baramulla district.

“This is nothing short of a miracle,” Abdul
Hameed, a resident, said.

Hesaid thatearlier, thelocalsused todisperse
the lotus seeds into the lake, but they achieved
nothing. “It did not work. They could not grow
because of silt,” Hameed said Kashmir Valley
witnessed a devastating flood in 1992 that
caused damage to the rich ecosystem of Wular
Lake, situated about 70 km from Jammu and
Kashmir’s summer capital Srinagar.

The flood deposited a large quantity of silt
inthelake thatburied the lotus vegetation over
the years.

However, owing to the conservation efforts
by Wular Conservation and Management
Authority(WUCMA) -including desilting of the
lake - in the last few years, the lotus beds have
appeared once again.

“Last year, there were signs of revival of
lotuses. Then this year, the WUCMA dispersed
lotus seeds in the lake, and there was a bloom,”
said Mudasir Ahmad, an official of the lake
authority.

Ahmad, whois the zonal officerat WUCMA,
saidthe bloomhasspread tonearly three sqkm
of the lake, and the turnaround was achieved
by desilting the lake as part of the restoration
of the water body.

Chief Conservator of Forests, Kashmir Divi-
sion, Irfan Rasool, said the return of the lotus is
a strong indicator of the improving ecological
healthofthelake, which had suffered significant
degradation over decades, with heavily silted
area reported up to 27 sq kms, impacting its
water holding capacity, ecological functionsand
the livelihoods of communities.

He said WUCMA embarked on the major
project by utilising Cutter Suction Dredgers.

Rasool said the project aimed to restore the
critically silted-up area by undertaking dredg-
ing.
“AsofJuly 2025, around 80lakh cubicmetres
of silthasbeen cleared by WUCMA from Wular
lake. By removing vast quantities of silt, the
project has successfully restored nearly five sq
kmofthelake’sarea, significantlyincreasingits
water holding capacity,” he added.

Thedesiltinginitiative hasbeeninstrumen-
tal in restoring the lake’s original depth and
improving water flow, the official said.

Rasool said it restored sunlight penetration
tothelakebed and revitalised conditions, allow-
ing the dormant root structures of the lotus
plant to regrow.

The return of lotuses has renewed hopes
amongthelocalsofharvesting theiredible stems,
known as ‘nadru’ in local parlance.

The water body was once a major source of
income for hundreds of families. ‘Nadru'’ is one
of the popular delicacies in Kashmir, and its
harvesting provided seasonal employment to
many.

The harvesting involves diving neck deep
into the water toretrieve the stem. “Nadru was
non-existent in the lake for all these years,”
Ahmad said, adding that it can now be grown
and harvested.

The economy of the local population would
get a boost now, he said.

Hameed expressed gratitude tothe WUCMA
for the dredging undertaken in the lake, saying
itcontributed tothe revival ofthe aquatic plant.

“It is all because of dredging and desilting
thatwe are seeinglotuses blooming once again.
This is a blessing from God,” Hameed said.

He implored the people to safeguard the
biodiversity of the lake and stop polluting it.

“We have to mend our ways now. It was
takenaway fromus once,and ifwedonotchange,
it may be taken away again,” he added.

And it is not just the comeback of lotuses.
Theincreased water depthandimproved water
quality in the lake have also created a more
hospitable environment for diverse aquatic
flora and fauna, Rasool said.

“This ecological revival has thus contrib-
uted to attracting a greater variety of migra-
tory birds, enhancing the lake’s biodiversity,”
the chief conservator of forests said.

The rare migratory birds sighted in the lake
inthelasttwoyearsinclude GreatBittern, Long-
tailed Duck, Falcated Duck, Horned Grebe,
Western Reef Heron, Smew Duck, Pacific Gold-
enPlover, Broad-billed Sandpiper, Marbled Teal,
Pallas’s Fish-eagle, Common Pochard,and Grey-
lag Geese.
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Vice Chancellor University of Kashmir

inaugurates

HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

Government Medical Col-
lege (GMC) Srinagar today
witnessed the grand inau-
guration of the 13th Inter-
national Conference of the
Society of Clinical Anato-
mists (SOCACON 2025).

The conference, being
held in hybrid mode
from July 10-12, 2025, has
attracted over 300 del-
egates from across India
and abroad.

The inaugural session
was graced by Prof. (Dr.)
Nilofer Khan, Vice Chan-
cellor, University of Kash-
mir, who in her inaugural
address, said that today,
we gather to celebrate the
confluence of visionary
leadership, innovation,
and global collaboration
in clinical anatomy.

The 13th Interna-
tional Conference of the

SOCACON 2025 is a tes-
tament to the unwaver-
ing commitment of our
medical fraternity towards
excellence in anatomical
sciences. “I commend
the organizing team led
by Prof. (Dr.) Iffat Hassan
Shah, Principal of GMC Sri-
nagar, for orchestrating an
event of such national and
international significance.
I wish the conference all
success and hope it will
provide a platform for
meaningful dialogue and
collaboration among par-
ticipants,” added the Vice
Chancellor.
Prof.

(Dr.) [Iffat

SOCACON-2025 at

Hassan Shah, Patron of
SOCACON-2025 and Prin-
cipal/Dean Government
Medical College Srinagar,
delivered the welcome
address, stating “It is my
privilege to welcome all
to SOCACON 2025. This
conference is a celebra-
tion of anatomical excel-
lence, collaborative spirit,
and the rich academic
tradition of Kashmir. I
praise the department's
efforts in hosting a global
academic platform in Sri-
nagar and look forward to
fruitful deliberations and
outcomes.”

Prof. (Dr.) Ghulam

Mohammad Bhat, Head,
Department of Anatomy,
GMC Srinagar, stated
that the department of
Anatomy is committed to
academic excellence and
interdisciplinary research
in anatomical sciences.
“SOCACON-2025 is a sig-
nificant milestone in our
journey, and I am con-
fident that it will foster
meaningful dialogue and
collaboration among par-
ticipants,” he added.

The 13th International
Conference of the Soci-
ety of Clinical Anatomists
(SOCACON 2025) is a pre-
mier academic event that

GMC Srinagar

brings together leading
anatomists, clinicians, and
researchers from across
the globe to discuss the
latest advancements in
anatomical sciences. The
conference aims to foster
collaboration, innovation,
and excellence in the field
of anatomy.

The conference fea-
tures keynote speakers
from renowned institu-
tions, including- Prof.
(Dr.) Ghulam Nabi (Univer-
sity of Dundee, UK); Prof.
(Dr.) Mohammad Ashraf
Ganie (SKIMS, Srinagar);
Dr. Mohammad Sultan
Khuroo; Prof. (Dr.) P. Vat-
sala Swamy (D.Y. Patil Vidy-
apeeth, Pune; Prof. (Dr.)
Bashir Ahmad Shah, Orga-
nizing Secretary; Prof. (Dr.)
Mohammad Saleem Itoo,
Co-Organizing Secretary;
Mohammad Ashraf Hakak,
Administrator, Associated
Hospitals, GMC Srinagar.

DLSA Shopian holds interaction with
Ex-Servicemen; assures free Legal Aid

N
23

HT NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, JULY 12

District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA) Shop-
ian today organized an
interactive session with
ex-servicemen and Veer
Naris (war widows) of
district Shopian to listen
to their issues.

The event was held
under the chairmanship
of Mehmood Ahmad
Chowdhury, Principal
District & Sessions Judge,

Shopian, and conducted
by Rafie Ahmad Ganie,
Chief Legal Aid Defense
Counsel (LADC), Shop-
ian along with Deputy
Chief LADC, Shahnawaz
Raina.

During the interac-
tion, ex-servicemen
shared their grievances
and highlighted pending
cases in various courts
across the district. DLSA
assured them of full
support in providing
free legal aid as per the

directives of the Jammu
& Kashmir Legal Services
Authority (JKLSA).

Chief LADC reiterated
DLSA’s commitment to
ensuring accessible and
efficient legal assistance
to ex-servicemen and
Veer Naris, in line with
the vision of NALSA
(National Legal Services
Authority) and empha-
sized that all necessary
steps will be taken to
address their legal con-
cerns promptly.

Rana asks for upgrades in Gujjar-Bakerwal
Hostels; reviews facilities in hostels

HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

Minister for Tribal
Affairs, Javed Ahmed
Rana, today called for
upgrading the Gujjar-
Bakerwal hostels with
provision of all modern
facilities to address the
existing gaps and foster
a conducive environ-
ment that supports both
academic and personal
growth of the students.

He underscored the
commitment of govern-
ment to enhance the
living conditions and
educational environ-
ment for the tribal stu-
dents.

He made these obser-
vations during his visit
to Gujjar-Bakerwal hos-
tels in Bemina and Tulsi
Bagh where he conduct-
ed a thorough inspec-
tion of the facilities and

had an in-depth interac-
tion with the students.
In line with this vision
for enhancing the qual-
ity of facilities for the
students, Rana instruct-
ed the Director Tribal
Affairs to take concrete
steps to improve hos-
tels’ management and
implement upgrades to
the hostel facilities.
“These upgrades are
expected to address the
existing shortcomings
and provide students
with a nurturing envi-
ronment that supports

their overall develop-
ment,” Rana said.

He also undertook a
comprehensive review
of DPR of the under con-
struction buildings and
directed for expedited
completion by PWD.

During the visit, Rana
evaluated the quality of
facilities being provided
to the inmates, assess-
ing the infrastructure
to identify areas that
require improvement.

The Minister's inspec-
tion of the hostel's infra-
structure was compre-

hensive, covering key
areas such as class-
rooms, mess facilities,
library services and rec-
reational spaces.

He had a first-hand
understanding of the
challenges faced by the
students and the scope
for improvement in the
existing facilities.

Rana also engaged
with the students, gath-
ering valuable feedback
on hostel management
and facilities.

The Minister's empha-
sis on creating a sup-
portive environment
highlights the impor-
tance of enabling the
students to excel aca-
demically and reach
their full potential.

“We are taking proac-
tive steps to address the
students’ concerns and
improve hostel facili-
ties”, the Minister said.

DC Bandipora inaugurates ASMITA
Kickboxing League 2025-26

HT NEWS SERVICE
BANDIPORA, JULY 12

The ASMITA Kickboxing
League 2025-26, a nation-
wide initiative under the
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Government
of India, was inaugurated
on Saturday by the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Bandip-
ora, Manzoor Ahmad Qadri
at Salvatore International
School Shilvat, Sumbal.
The league is being orga-
nized under the flagship
Khelo India programme
and is aimed at empower-
ing girls through sports. As
many as 150 girl athletes
from various districts across
the Kashmir province are
participating in the event.
The league is part of the
ASMITA (Achieving Sports
Milestone by Inspiring
Women through Action)
campaign, which is being
implemented across India

zgti:sﬁll
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to promote the active par-
ticipation of women folk
in competitive sports,
enhance self-defense skills,
and foster discipline among
young girls.

During the inaugural cer-
emony, National Kickbox-
ing Coach Faisal Ali Dar
(Padma Shree Awardee),
Sub Divisional Magistrate
Sumbal, Murtaza Ahmad,
and other dignitaries were
present.

On the occasion, DC
felicitated some of the
participating athletes and
lauded their dedication,
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courage, and sporting
spirit.

Speaking at the event,
DC emphasized the impor-
tance of such leagues not
just in advancing careers in
sports but also in building
confidence, self-discipline,
and self-defense skills
among young girls.

He appreciated the
efforts of the WAKO Kick-
boxing India and Kickbox-
ing Association of Kashmir
for organizing the event in
Bandipora and providing a
platform for young girls to
excel in martial arts.

J&K Judicial Academy organizes

HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

Jammu and Kashmir (J&K)
Judicial Academy Saturday
organized a one day sen-
sitization programme on
‘Law of Bail, Remand etc.
with Reference to the Prin-
ciple - Bail Not Jail’ at its
premises in Mominabad,
Srinagar.

The programme was
held under the patronage
of Justice Arun Kumar Pali,
Chief Justice, High Court
of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh (Patron-in-Chief,
J&K Judicial Academy),
and under the guidance
of Chairperson and Mem-
bers of the Governing
Committee of the J&K Judi-
cial Academy.

The event aimed to
equip judicial officers of
the Kashmir province
and the Union Territory
of Ladakh with in-depth
understanding and opera-
tional clarity on the legal
principles, procedural
nuances, and evolving
jurisprudence governing
bail and remand, with

one-day sensitization programme

particular emphasis on the
constitutional mandate of
personal liberty and the
Supreme Court guidelines.

Director, J&K Judicial
Academy, Sonia Gupta in
her welcome address and
introductory remarks out-
lined the critical impor-
tance of bail jurisprudence
in upholding the constitu-
tional mandate of personal
liberty, while also balanc-
ing the interest of justice
and societal security.

Registrar Vigilance,
High Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh,
Rajiv Gupta conducted
the technical sessions. He
focused on the fundamen-
tals of bail, covering key
aspects such as balancing
personal liberty with soci-
etal interest, importance
of writing reasoned and
consistent bail orders, and
the evolving application of
the cardinal rule of “bail,
not jail.”

The sessions also
addressed the signifi-
cance of timeliness in
bail matters and explored
innovative mechanisms

to streamline the bail pro-
cess.

Resource person also
presented a detailed
analysis of two landmark
Supreme Court judg-
ments: Siddharth vs. State
of UP and Satender Kumar
Antil vs. CBI, underscoring
the judiciary’s approach in
safeguarding liberty and
reducing unnecessary
incarceration.

The interactive session
and case study-based dis-
cussion enabled partici-
pants to delve into prac-
tical aspects of bail adju-
dication, share real-life
experiences from court-
rooms, and reflect on
gaps in implementation.
Participants also offered
feedback aimed at refining
future training modules.

The programme proved
to be an insightful and
thought provoking forum
for judicial officers, rein-
forcing best practices in
bail-related adjudication
and contributing to the
larger goal of a more effi-
cient and rights sensitive
criminal justice system.

Sakeena Itoo addresses Triple Milestone
Moment-2025 of JLNM Hospital Srinagar

HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

Minister for Health and
Medical Education,
Social Welfare and Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo, today
addressed the Triple Mile-
stone Moment-2025 of
Jawahar Lal Nehru Memo-
rial Hospital (JLNMH)
Rainawari here, organ-
ised to celebrate knowl-
edge, care and clinical
advancement of the hos-
pital.

MLA Zadibal, Tanvir
Sadiq; Director Health
Services Kashmir, Medical
Superintendent JLNMH,
doctors, researchers and
medical students were
present on the occasion.

The milestones being
celebrated included
‘Allergy Alert-2025’-a con-
ference-cum-workshop,
launch of JLNM Journal
and PG Research presen-
tation.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Minister empha-
sized the importance of
early diagnosis and com-
munity-based education
on allergies, especially
in light of environmental
changes and lifestyle fac-
tors contributing to their
surge. “Awareness and
timely intervention are
key to managing aller-
gies effectively. Initiatives
like ‘Allergy Alert 2025’

reflect our commitment
towards equipping the
healthcare providers and
the public with essential
tools to combat this grow-
ing health concern”, she
stated.

The Minister further
said that the medical sci-
ence is evolving day by
day and doctors need to
keep themselves abreast
with the growing advance-
ments in the medical care
and research. She also
spoke in length about the
recent efforts of govern-
ment for amplifying the
healthcare infrastructure

al

across Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The Minister also
praised the hospital staff
for their tireless efforts
and appreciated them for
making JLNM a top-notch
tertiary care setup in the
valley. She also spoke
about the hospital’s his-
toric significance and the
ongoing efforts to equip it
with the best facilities for
patients.

On the occasion, the
Minister released JLNM
Journal titled ‘Asian
Journal of Clinical Prac-
tice and Research’. She

also distributed awards
among the postgraduate
researchers for outstand-
ing work in medical field.

The hospital admin-
istration expressed
gratitude to the Minister
and the government for
reviving the hospital and
establishing advanced
healthcare facilities for
patients.

Pertinently, the Aller-
gy Alert 2025 confer-
ence aimed to explore
new frontiers in allergy
and immunology, bring-
ing together experts and
researchers in the field.

Inter-Zonal
Handball &
Volleyball
competitions
forU14 & U17
concludein
Baramulla

HT NEWS SERVICE
BARAMULLA, JULY 12

The thrilling inter-
zonal district level
Handball and Volley-
ball competition for
boys under 14 and
17 concluded today
with great enthusi-
asm and sportsman-
ship at GDC Boys
Ground Khawaja
Bagh and Indoor Sta-
dium Khawaja Bagh.

The event was
organized by the
Youth Services and
Sports department,
district Baramulla.

In the Under-14
Handball final, Zone
Sopore emerged vic-
torious after a spir-
ited contest against
Zone Wagoora.
Meanwhile, in the
Under-17 Handball
final, Zone Wagoora
turned the tables
and clinched the title
after defeating Zone
Sopore in an intense
matchup.

On the Volleyball
side, the Under-
14 final saw Zone
Wagoora claim the
championship by
overcoming Zone
Dangiwacha in a
competitive game.
In the Under-17 cat-
egory, Zone Danger-
pora outplayed Zone
Tangmarg in a match
that drew applause
for its skillful display
of teamwork and
resilience.

DYSSO Baram-
ulla congratulated
all the winning and
participating teams,
emphasizing the
importance of such
competitions in nur-
turing sports talent
and encouraging
healthy competition
among youth.

The spotlight now
shifts to the Under-19
boys’ Handball and
Volleyball competi-
tions, scheduled to
begin on 14th July
at the same venues,
where new champi-
ons will be crowned
in the senior cat-

egory.
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Provide quality
affordable transport to
people of Kashmir

With the introduction of smart buses and
e-rickshaws the services of public transport
have improved to a great extent in Srinagar
city, but the picture is not rosy with respect to
the city outskirts and other districts of the
Kashmir valley. As soon as the sun sets the
public transport vehicles plying on different
routes in the city outskirts and other districts
go off the roads and as a result the same
people suffer.

Curious people could be seen waiting for
the contract carriage vehicles at the busy
intersections and the absence of the same
makes them worrisome. Even though some of
the smart buses ply on different routes in the
city outskirts and different districts, as the
number of such buses is less, not much relief
is being felt by the common masses. It is
important that the concerned stakeholders
pay attention to the same so that there is an
end tfo the sufferings of the people.

Some years back the Jammu & Kashmir
RoadTransport Corporation (JKRTC) introduced
the environmentally friendly green buses on
different routes of Kashmir. The people living
in different districts of the valley felt relieved
over the introduction of such buses, but here
too there are some loopholes. The number of
the green buses has remained static over the
years and there has been no increase what-
soever. As a result of this the people are suf-
fering and there seems to be no end to their
miseries.

It is imperative that quality and affordable
transport services are provided to the people
across the valley since the masses want to
cover the distance in the shortest possible
time. There are people who are ready to pay
more as transportation charges, but at the
same time they wantthe time to be minimized.
It is important that multiple modes of public
transport are made available to the people
andthey be giventhe chance to choose from
any of such modes.

It has been observed that many vehicles
being used as public transport vehicles are
not fit to run on the roads and as such the lives
of people boarding such vehicles are jeop-
ardized on a regular basis. As on date no
action has been taken against the owners of
these vehicles and they are playing with the
rules like anything. Stern action needs to be
taken against such people so that precious
lives are saved.

The Enduring Relevance of Urdu in
Governance and Competitive

m Dr Mohiudin Zore Kashmiri

Inthe shifting sands of policy and
progress, the fate of regional lan-
guages—most notably Urdu, the offi-
cial tongue of Jammu and Kashmir—
has once again emerged as a subject
of fervent discourse. A recent notifi-
cation by the Jammu and Kashmir
Services Selection Board (JKSSB),
announcing 75 vacancies for the
esteemed post of Naib Tehsildar, has
stirred debate across the aspirant
landscape. The crux of contention?
The inclusion of Urdu and English as
compulsory subjects in the written
examination.

Thisrequirement, seemingly mod-
est, has ignited disquiet in certain
quarters, especially among candi-
dates from Jammu, many of whom
feel alienated due to their unfamiliar-
ity—orattimes, indifference—toward
Urdu. Ironically, while a vast number

Examinations in Jammu and Kashmir

Urdu ki naubat-e-tarannum hai,
Dil ka har saaz is mein humdum hai.

Josh Malihabadi

of these aspirants engage fluently
with the language in everyday
speech—owing toits cultural prom-
inence across the subcontinent—they
falter when tasked with reading or
writing it. This linguistic gap has led
to demands for the removal of Urdu
as a mandatory paper, a move that
has not only dismayed lovers of the
language butalso sparked introspec-
tion across the Union Territory.

The question arises: If we, the
residents of a region where Urdu is
both officially sanctioned and wide-
ly spoken, cannot shoulder its aca-
demic weight, who else can? And
more provocatively: If Urdu is dis-
pensable in our examinations, what
regional language stands poised to
take its place?

The matter transcends academic
convenience. Urdu is no esoteric
relic like Persian or Sanskrit, nor is it
a foreign linguistic artifact. It is a
living, breathing thread woven deep-
lyinto the culturaland administrative
tapestry of Jammu and Kashmir. To
strip it from essential examinations
would be to fracture a vital artery of
our bureaucratic heritage and public
identity.

The postsunder question—be they
Patwaris, Naib Tehsildars, court

clerks, Urdu writers, Munshis, or
document readers—are not merely
jobs, but roles sculpted by the
demands of Urdu proficiency.

One must also consider the real-
world duties of aNaib Tehsildar. Such
anofficerisexpectedtotraverseevery
corner of the Union Territory, engag-
ing with documents, land records,
and local correspondence—all pre-
dominantly rendered in Urdu. With-
out a functional command of the
language, administrative integrity
would falter, disrupting not just work-
flowbut the dignity of official conduct
itself.

Thereal challenge liesnotin Urdu’s
relevance, but in the failure of our
educational institutions to instill
fluency in it. Schools and colleges,
both public and private, have long
neglected tofoster Urdu literacy with
the seriousnessitdemands.Theresult
isageneration that stumbles overthe
script of its own soil, unprepared to
meet the linguistic expectations of
public service.

Rather than questioning Urdu’s
place in competitive examinations,
the onus lies on students, teachers,
and institutions alike to resuscitate
Urdu instruction, to uplift it from
marginality and place it where it

rightly belongs: at the heart of lan-
guage education across Jammu and
Kashmir.

Only then can we prepare youth
not just for exams, but for a lifetime
of civic participation and cultural
stewardship.

Toallow Urdu to wither would be
more thananeducational oversight—
it would be a cultural amputation.
Our roads are named in Urdu, our
administrative orders composed in
it, our identity echoed in its script.
Preserving and promoting it is not a
sentimental gesture; it is a prag-
matic necessity.

In summation, regional languag-
es like Urdu are not mere academic
subjects to be ticked off a syllabus—
they are the lifeblood of governance,
the pulse of communication, the voice
of a people. The time has come to
recognize their worth, restore their
presenceinour curricula,and ensure
ouryouthareequipped tocarry them
forward—beyond the realm of exams,
into the heart of society itself.

Author is Associate Professor in
the Department of Higher
Education, hails from Soibug
Budgam. Can be reached at
drzoreurdu@gmail.com
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Light Beyond Shadows: The Inner Journey to Bliss

To seek bliss is not fo chase a fleeting joy, but to return fo the light that has always been within us.

m Jasmine Fatima

In every life, there are moments when we find
ourselves standing at the edge of darkness—con-
fused, weary, and unsure of where the path leads.
These shadows, cast by grief, fear, loss, or longing,
often appear as obstacles. Yet, hidden within them
lies a secret: the deeper the shadow, the brighter
the light it conceals.

To embark on the inner journey to bliss is not to
escape life’s shadows, but to walk through them
with open eyes and a willing heart. It is the soul’s
quiet pilgrimage—areturnnot to adestination, but
to its own forgotten essence.

The Call of the Inner World

At some point in every life, the soul begins to
whisper—softly atfirst, thenlouder. It callsusinward,
asking not for more achievement or acquisition, but
for stillness. This is the moment the journey begins—
not out into the world, but into the deep, divine
space within.

Like the mystics who withdrew into caves or the
saints who wandered into deserts, the seeker must
enter the sacred sanctuary within. Here, stripped
of the world's noise, we begin to see our suffer-
ing—not as punishment but as invitation to grow
closer to the truth within.

Here, inner reflection becomes our guide. It shows
us the hidden wounds that shape our choices, the
thought patterns that entangle us,and the false iden-
tities we wear like garments. With courage and
compassion, we begin to ask: Who am I, really?

It is in this sacred space—raw, vulnerable, and
honest—that the real alchemy begins. In stillness,
the illusions slowly begin to fade away. Ego, once
adorned in pride and identity, now stands exposed
before the soul's awakening. The heart, once dis-
tracted by outward pursuits, begins to whisper
truths it long buried beneath ambition and fear.

Thissimpleact of turninginwardis the first step
toward divine bliss.

Silence: The Language of the Soul

In a world saturated with noise and distraction,
silence becomes a sacred portal. Not an absence, but
apresence—a quiet in which the divine can speak.

When we embrace silence, we begin to hear
what was always there: the subtle stirrings of the
heart, the murmur of truth, the voice of the soul.
Silence washes over the mind like morning dew,
softening its restlessness and creating space for
grace to enter. Silence opens the path to where our
shadows dwell.

Shadows as Sacred Teachers

Shadows are the unseen and unacknowledged
aspectsofourinner being—the emotions, memories,
and patterns we have suppressed or denied. Though
hidden from our conscious awareness, they qui-
etly shape our thoughts, choices, and in turn our
destiny.Inspiritual traditions across time, shadows
are not enemies to be banished, but teachers to be
embraced. The darkness is not rejected but trans-
formed through awareness and divine action. The
lower self is not destroyed but purified..

Our wounds—those ancient scars carried in
silence—hold within them the seeds of awakening.
They humble us, slow us, and finally bring us to the
feet of stillness. Pain, once honored and understood,
becomesalanternilluminatingthe terrainofthe soul.

As Rumi wrote: “The wound is the place where
the Light enters you.”

Purification: Thoughts, Intentions, and Actions

The inward journey is one of purification—not
in a moral or judgmental sense, but as a gentle
clearing of mental noise, misplaced desires, and
unconscious patterns.

Aswebegintoobserve our thoughts, wereclaim
ourinnerauthority. Whenwe anchor our intentions
in love rather than fear, the direction of our life
begins to change. And when our actions arise from
integrity and simplicity, we stop draining energy
intoillusions. Thisinner cleansing creates space for
stillness. The purer the vessel, the more freely light
can flow through it.

The Light that Was Never Absent

As we journey inward, we do not find bliss like
a hidden treasure buried in the forest. Rather, we
remember it. Bliss is not a state to be attained; it is
our original nature. It was always there, quietly
waiting beneath the layers of forgetting.

The light beyond the shadows is not distant. It
is not elsewhere. It is the radiant, unchanging
awareness that has quietly witnessed us, even in
our moments of sorrow. The mystics call it the
Divine Spark. The moment we stop searching out-
side and turn inward with reverence, we behold
it—we experience it. Not as an idea, but as a living
flame within.

The Sacred Art of Simple Living

Simplicity is not renunciation—it is refinement.
It is the conscious choice to keep only what nour-
ishes the soul and supports our journey. Simple
living honors slowness, authenticity, and presence.
It replaces excess with essence.

When we simplify our lives, the clutter—both
outer and inner—dissolves. We discover that joy
does not reside in possession, but in the depth of
our presence and the truth of our being. In a single
breath. In a shared glance. In a quiet moment.

Bliss is found not by adding more, but by releas-
ing what weighs down the soul.

Nature: The Mirror of Divine Order

To walk in nature is to walk through scripture
writteninlight, wind,and earth. Trees do notstrive;
rivers do not hurry. Yet everything flows in perfect

harmony. Nature does not preach—it reminds us.
It teaches presence. It models surrender.

Spending time in nature reconnects us to the
sacred rhythm of life. It purifies our senses, slows
our breath, and grounds us in the now. In the whis-
perofleaves and the stillness of mountains, we find
a reflection of our own potential for peace and
balance.

Meditation: The Gateway to Stillness

At the heart of every spiritual tradition lies
meditation—a timeless doorway into the Divine.

In meditation, we sit not to control the mind, but
to witness it. With patience, the waves of thought
grow gentle. The noise settles. And in that sacred
silence, we catch glimpses of the eternal light—what
sages have called the Self, the Soul, and the Divine
Spark.

With practice, meditation becomes more than
atechnique; itbecomes astate of abidingawareness.
We begin tolive from this center—not reacting, but
responding. Not grasping, but trusting.

This stillnessis not passive; itisradiant. Itisalive.

The Return : Living from the Light

Having touched the eternal and walked through
the shadows, the journey does not end—it circles
back. The awakened soul returns to the world, not
to escape it, but to sanctify it. Having purified the
heartand tasted the sweetness of silence, we emerge
transformed—not as saints on pedestals, but as
luminous beings quietly anchored in truth. Every
act,however small, becomes meaningful, carrying
the fragrance of the sacred. Our presence becomes
our prayer. We move gently through the world,
blessing it not with sermons, but with our still-
ness. Bliss, no longer fragile or fleeting, becomes
a state of being—calm amidst chaos, compassion
amidst conflict,and clarity amidst confusion. The
innerlight, once buried, now shines through every
gesture, every word, and every silence. The shad-
ows remain, for they are part of life, but they no
longer frighten us. For we have seen the light
beyond them, and we know it is not elsewhere.
It is here, now, and within.

In Closing

The inner journey to bliss is not a path of denial,
but of deep remembrance. Itis a sacred undoing—a
falling away of what is false, so that what is eternal
may emerge.

Light Beyond Shadows is not merely a title or
apoetic phrase—itis aspiritual truth and aliving
path. For those willing to walk the quiet way, to
meet their own darkness with courage and com-
passion, it leads step by step—through reflection,
silence, meditation, and purification—to the
quiet ecstasy of simply being. The light they
discover is not a destination; it is who they are.
And in that knowing, there is peace. There is
radiance. There is bliss. We were never lost. We
were always the light.

The authoris a Editor in Chief- Wadi Ki Awaaz
(Email: fatimajasmine2024@gmail.com)
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m  Munish Bhatia

As we advance into the modernity
and progress of the 21st century, it is
important to reflect on whether our
society—especially our youth—is moving
forward in the direction we envisioned.
The youth of India, who are expected to
build the nation and shape a new India,
are increasingly falling into the deadly
trap of tobacco—a slow poison.

Tobacco consumption in any form—
whether bidi, cigarette, paan-gutkha,
khaini, or mawa—Ileads only to death. It
is a slow poison that gradually destroys
the body from within, causing diseases
that bring unbearable pain and fatal
consequences. Lung cancer, mouth can-
cer, heartdisease, respiratory problems,
stomach ailments, and high blood pres-
sure are directly linked to tobacco use.
Treating these diseases is difficult and
expensive, but the social,economic,and
familial damage caused by tobaccois far
more harmful.

This growing use of tobacco is espe-
cially worrying in a country like India
with a large youth population. Among
school and college students, tobacco is
often seen as a “fashion,” “symbol of
masculinity,” ora “status symbol,” which
lowers their morale. When children see
elders or film heroes using tobacco, they
getthefalseimpression thatitisanormal
or even admirable habit. This is where
asmall crack of destruction enters their
lives, which graduallywidensintoadeep
chasm.

Though tobacco products are not
directly advertised through movies, TV
serials, social media, or advertisements,
they are made so attractive indirectly
that young people feel drawn towards
them. Cigarettes are portrayed as the
“identity of young hearts,” and alcohol
as the “choice of men,” reflecting a dis-
torted mindset that impacts our youth
directly. Despite governmentregulations
to control tobacco advertising, compa-
nies skilfully use branding strategies to
influence youth indirectly. This is why

The Fight Against

Tobacco Is Essential For
A Healthy India

westill see scenes on streets, shops, paan
stalls,and TV channels thatattractyoung
people to tobacco.

Tobacco use is not just an individual
habit; it affects the entire family, society,
and ultimately the nation. When a per-
son becomes addicted to tobacco, their
health deteriorates, productivity
declines, family finances suffer,and the
whole family faces mental, physical,and
economic crises. Many families spend
lakhs of rupees on treatment for tobac-
co-related diseases, and sometimes even
this treatment fails, resulting in death.

This leads to economic hardship and
mental depression in the family, which
negatively affects future generations as
well.

To combat this problem, we must first
strengthen families and education. If a
child sees parents using tobacco, it
becomes difficult for themto understand
what is right or wrong. Therefore, it is
essential that parents themselves over-
come this addiction and openly inform
their children about its dangers. Schools
and colleges must re-emphasize moral
education. Regularlectures, film screen-

ings, and sharing of experiences should
be organized to make students aware
ofthe scientific, social,and moral harms
of tobacco. Only when children develop
a hatred and vigilance against tobacco
from the beginning will they be able to
stay away fromit throughout theirlives.

The government has also taken sev-
eral steps to control tobacco. Smoking
isbanned in public places, tobacco pack-
agesarerequired to have graphicwarn-
ings, the sale of tobacco products near
schoolsis prohibited, and several states
haveimposed acomplete ban ongutkha

and flavored tobacco. However, these
rules will be effective only if strictly
enforced. We must accept thatlawsalone
cannot control tobacco unless society
becomes active in this effort.

In this regard, NGOs, religious orga-
nizations, educational institutions, and
local administrations must unite. Wide
awareness campaigns, street plays, ral-
lies, poster exhibitions, health camps,
and public dialogues should be con-
ducted in villages and cities to educate
people that tobacco is not a hobby but
self-destruction. Moreover, for those
who want to quit, special de-addiction
centers and medical support should be
expanded to help them make a fresh
start.

From an economic perspective,
tobaccoisaburdenonour country. While
the government earns revenue through
taxes on tobacco products, the cost of
treating tobacco-related diseases far
exceeds this revenue. According to
reports by the Ministry of Health, India
spends a significant portion of its Gross
Domestic Productevery year ontreating
illnesses caused by tobacco. This eco-
nomic loss directly slows down the
country’s progress and pushes the poor
further into poverty.

Whendiscussing the harmful effects
of tobacco, itisimportant to understand
that it destroys not only the body but
also the soul. When a young person
wastes their golden yearsin smoke, they
destroy notonly theirbody butalso their
dreams, the hopes of their family, and
the progress of society. Itis ashame that
the generation expected to shape the
nation’s future is caught in the grip of
such a destructive habit.

Therefore, the time has come for us
tolaunch a powerful movement against
tobaccoatbothindividual and collective
levels. On this World No Tobacco Day,
every citizen should pledge to stay away
from tobacco and help others do the
same. If we can free even one person
from tobacco, we can save millions of
lives and make India a strong, healthy,
and self-reliant nation. Victory in this
great war will be possible only when
tobacco becomes socially unacceptable.
The day society views tobacco users as
sick, self-destructive, and socially irre-
sponsible will be the day tobacco disap-
pears from our lives.

munishbhatial22@gmail.com

When the Mountains Call You

Back: From Dubai’s Skyline
to the Soul of Kashmir

m Araib Bhat

There comes a moment in one’s life when the
noise of achievement is silenced by the echo of
identity — when the towering skyline before you
fails to outshine the humble silhouette of your
homeland's mountains. I found myself at such a
crossroad beneath the shimmering heights of
Dubai, a city that thrives on ambition, precision,
and the relentless pursuit of scale. After a decade
of navigating the high-stakes corridors of Banga-
lore’s luxury real estate and Dubai’s elite NRI
sector, closing multimillion-dollar transactions
and catering to clients across continents, I stood
ata place most would call the pinnacle. But with-
in me, a quieter, persistent voice stirred: What if
all this knowledge, vision, and professionalism
could be brought back to the Valley that raised
me? That voice, once a whisper, soon became a
call. A call I could no longer ignore.

My name is Araib Bhat — a real estate profes-
sional, a son of Kashmir, and the founder of Kash-
miri Realtor, one of the first RERA-registered,
structured real estate firms in the Valley. My
decision to return home in late 2023 was not an
escape fromopportunity, buta consciousjourney
toward meaning. For while Dubai offered polish,
Kashmir offered purpose. I didn't come back for
comfort. I came back to construct — not merely
buildings, but belief.

The narrative of my return is more than a
personal voyage —it’satestimony to the idea that
one canembrace global excellence without forsak-

ing their roots. It's a reminder that ambition need
not be divorced from belonging. I left behind glit-
tering skylines, notbecause they had dimmed, but
because the glow of home outshone them. In
Kashmir, I didn't just see land — I saw potential:
raw, untapped, yearning for structure. [ saw a
responsibility to rebuild trust in a sector long
clouded by informality and opacity.

Historically, Kashmir’s real estate market was
a landscape plagued by fragmentation — deals
closed onhandshakes,documentsburiedindoubt,
brokers operating without accountability. Local
buyers were cautious; NRIs were apprehensive.
Theabsence of regulationbredaclimate of mistrust.
But where others saw chaos, I saw the need for a
code — a professional system rooted in ethics,
documentation,and service. Thus, KashmiriReal-
tor was born — not as another brokerage, but as
aninstitution of integrity.

Today, withatrained networkof over40brokers
across the Valley, we are redefining the property
experience in Kashmir. From modest plots in
Pulwama to premium assets near Dal Lake, every
transaction is anchored in legal clarity, transpar-
ency, and truth. Our vision goes beyond selling
land —weaimtorestore confidence. And in doing
S0, we are rewriting what it means to be in real
estate here.

Butthe missionisn’tconfined to property deals.
We'veempowered over 10,000individualsacross
Indiathroughreal estate training programs, equip-
ping them with the tools to navigate this dynam-
icsector. We've created digital platformstoeducate
buyersand sellers, helped NRIsinterpret evolving
land laws, and partnered with local developers to
bring structure where none existed. We've even
sponsored cultural and community initiatives —
becausereal developmentisn'tjustaboutland; it’s
about lives.

Inemerging zones like Lethpora, we've closed
multi-crore deals and introduced professional
standardswhere none prevailed. Our mostvalued

13th July Birth Anniversary Special
Guru Daksh Prajapati: Symbol of

discipline and rituals of creation

ualorreligiousact, wasnotjusttopleasethe
gods, but to maintain natural and social
balance.InDaksha's Yagyas, special attention
was paid to the recitation of Vedic verses,
decorumand rules. He established Yagyain
the society not just as aritual, butas asocial
duty.
Family dignity vs. personal ego

asset, however, isn't listed on paper — it’s the
intangible rebuilding of trust. That, to me, is the
true currency of transformation.

Why Kashmir? Because our Valley deserves
more than the binary of conflict and postcard
beauty. It deserves institutions, professionalism,
andthedignity of systems that upliftits youthand
safeguard its future. The terrain may be rugged,
but its spirit is fertile. And who better to cultivate
it than those who understand its soul?

To the youth of Kashmir, let me say this: You
do not have to exile your dreams to realize them.
You do not have to choose between ambition and
home. Success is no longer a one-way ticket out
— it can be a journey back in. Our generation is
uniquely positioned tobe the bridge betweenwhat
istraditionaland whatis transformational. Between
global standards and local wisdom. Yes, the road
here is steep. But so is the view from the top.

[returned notbecausellacked a future abroad
—butbecause [ saw a future here worth building.
Icame not to withdraw fromthe world but to help
shapeone — brickbybrick, transaction by transac-
tion, life by life. In every square foot we touch, we
are not just dealing in land; we are laying the
foundation ofanewKashmir —one where systems
replace slogans and transparency triumphs over
tradition.

Thisstory, though personal, carriesauniversal
message: Revival will not come solely from policy
orprayer.Itwillrise fromtheentrepreneurs, teach-
ers, artists, engineers, farmers — and yes, realtors
— who dare to return, to stay, or to invest. Those
who are not waiting for change, but becoming it.

The mountains called me home — and in
answering, | found not just my address, but my
purpose. And I invite others to listen closely — for
often, the most important call is not the loudest,
but the one that speaks from the silence within.

The Author is a Founder - Kashmiri Realtor,
Email: araibbhat@gmail.com

m Priyanka Saurabh

Guru Daksh Prajapati, son of the creator
Brahma, is considered to be the pillar of
Vedas, yagnas and family system. He estab-
lished discipline and dignity in the society,
but through the Shiva-Sati episode he also
showed that love dies due to harshness. His
life message fortoday's generationis-"Duty,
tolerance and balance are the form of true
religion. In the Indian Vedic tradition, "Dak-
sha Prajapati” is a name that is associated
with the beginning of creation. Brahma ji's
Manas Putra, the best among Prajapatis,
whose name itself is a symbol of 'Daksha’
meaning 'skill'. Guru Daksha was not only a
sage or creator, he is also considered to be
the originator of Vedas, Yajna, discipline,
dignityand familyvalue system.Inthe Vedas,
Puranasand Upanishads, heisnot mentioned
asadeity,butasasage whose life wasexem-
plary and whose vision of life still guides
social balance and morality.

SonofBrahma, Expanderofthe universe

Daksha Prajapati was appointed by
Brahma to expand the creation. He is one of
the 21 Prajapatis created by Brahma to cre-
ate and manage various living beings. The
literal meaning of 'Daksha'’ is - one who is
skilled, efficient, disciplined. And thisname
isalsoinaccordance withhisconduct,actions
and contributions. He married hisdaughters
tovarioussagesandgodstomaintainbalance
amongthevariouselementsofthe creation.
27 of his daughters were married to the
moon,whichwasconsidered veryimportant
forthe calculation oftime and the operation
of the nature cycle.

Daksha Prajapati holds the highest title
of Yagyacharya in the Vedic tradition. The
purpose of Yagya, which we know as a rit-

The life of Guru Daksha is like a wonder-
fulphilosophicaltreatise. The chapter where
heopposed the marriage ofhisdaughter Sati
and Shiva sheds deep light on our social
psychology. Daksha did not accept Shiva's
antisocial, ash-wearing, crematorium-
dwelling nature. He considered a life of
dignity, discipline, and in accordance with
therulesofthe Vedastobe the best. Where-
as Shivawas a free yogi, a neutral Mahadev,
who was beyond this tradition and was
beyond social norms.

This conflict turned into a tragedy that
led to Sati's self-immolation, the destruction
of the yagna and finally Shiva's destruction
inthe formofTandava.This episode was not
justafamily conflict,but highlights the deep
conflictof ‘culture versus sadhna’, "tradition
versus freedom, 'faith versus logic'.

The story of destruction of Yagya: sym-
bols and message

Daksha'srefusaltoinvite Shiva, theinsult
of Sati, and then the destruction of the yag-
na - this trilogy is not just a mythological
tale,butitalsotellsusthatwhenegobecomes
biggerthandignity,evendharmaisdestroyed.
ThedestructionofDaksha'syagnaisalesson
that dharma is not just about rituals, but
about humility and inclusion. Shiva did not
just destroy the yagna, he taught that one-
sided righteousness is incomplete.

Daksha'send alsoteachesalesson. Shiva
eventually revived him—but with the head
ofagoat. This symbolizes that if we lose our
head, that is, our conscience, our identity
alsochanges. Butifwedesirerevival, rebirth
is possible.

The author is a Research Scholarin
Political Science, Poet, freelance
journalist and columnist, Ubba Bhawan,
Aryanagar, Hisar (Haryana)-127045.
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CS reviews implementation of welfare scheme

for marginalized sections across J&K

HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo, today chaired a
meeting to review the
implementation of various
welfare schemes meant
for marginalized and vul-
nerable sections of the
society across Jammu and
Kashmir.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Principal Secretary,
Social Welfare Department
(SWD), Anil Kumar Singh;
Secretary in SWD; Mission
Director, ICDS/ICPS/Mis-
sion Vatsalya; Chairper-
son, Juvenile Justice Board
(JJB); Director, Social Wel-
fare, Jammu/Kashmir; Dis-
trict Social Welfare Officers
(DSWOs) and other senior
officials of the department.

The Chief Secretary
underscored the urgent
need to upgrade all the
Anganwadi Centres
(AWCs) with basic facili-
ties such as electricity,
drinking water, toilets and
other utilities. He directed
for according priority to
those centres housed in
government-owned build-
ings through convergence
with departments like
Rural Development. He
also asked for shifting of

centres operating from pri-
vate premises lacking such
infrastructure.

Reviewing the outreach
and impact of various flag-
ship programmes, Dulloo
laid emphasis on moni-
toring the outcomes of
nutrition-based interven-
tions targeting the chil-
dren, adolescent girls and
lactating mothers under
the Poshan Scheme. He
stressed that tracking
measurable outcomes is
critical for ensuring real
progress at the grassroots
level.

The Chief Secretary
also called upon the Pro-
gramme Officers and
DSWOs to frequently con-
duct field visits to assess
on-ground realities and
align their actions with
actual needs. He remarked
that all decisions should
stem from field-level
insights and reflect the
actual realities of our

people.

In a forward-looking
suggestion, Dulloo asked
the department to explore
the concept of Compos-
ite Homes in districts
to house the orphaned
children, elderly citizens
and the destitute women
together, providing them
with a sense of community
and shared care, reducing
isolation.

Providing an overview
of the department’s scope
and responsibilities, Prin-
cipal Secretary Anil Kumar
Singh informed that the
Social Welfare Depart-
ment is currently imple-
menting 37 Centrally
Sponsored Schemes and
9 UT schemes, backed by
a budgetary allocation of
Rs 4,361 crore for the year
2025-26. He highlighted
the presence of around
28,000 Anganwadi Cen-
tres (AWCs) across the UT,
which cater to nearly 9

lakh beneficiaries, ensur-
ing last-mile delivery of
services.

The Principal Secretary
also presented a detailed
account of the current
status, outcomes and
future roadmap of various
schemes under the depart-
ment’s ambit. Mission
Directors and Directors
briefed the Chief Secretary
on the functioning and
implementation status of
their respective schemes
and programmes.

The meeting compre-
hensively reviewed key
initiatives under Mis-
sion Poshan (7 schemes),
focusing on improving the
nutritional levels among
children and others. Mis-
sion Shakti (6 schemes)
aimed at empowering the
women ensuring their
safety, empowerment and
protection. Mission Vat-
salya (7 schemes) focuses
on institutional care and

protection for different
sections of the society in
need.

Other centrally spon-
sored schemes discussed
included SMILE (Support
for Marginalized Indi-
viduals for Livelihood
and Enterprise), Atal
Vayo Abhyudaya Yojana
(AVYAY) and SAPSrC, PM-
AJAY (Prime Minister’s
Anusuchit Jaati Abhiyan
Yojana), PM-YASASVI
Scholarships, NAPDDR
(Drug Demand Reduc-
tion), NSAP (National
Social Assistance Pro-
gramme), Scholarships
for Minority, SC and OBC
communities, ALIMCO-
supported Prosthetic Aids,
implementation of SC/ST
Prevention of Atrocities
Act, NAMASTE (Sanitation
Workers’ Welfare), PMJVK
(Pradhan Mantri Jan
Vikas Karyakram) besides
others.

The review also covered
UT government schemes
like ISSS (Integrated
Social Security Scheme),
Ladli Beti, Marriage Assis-
tance Scheme, SC Schol-
arship, Homes for those
in distress, Pahari Hos-
tels, Mobility Support to
Specially-abled (scooties/
prosthetics), Pensions for

the needy and assistance
to militancy-affected fami-
lies.

As part of the ongoing
efforts for the upcoming
fiscal year 2025-26, the
Department revealed that
consolidated proposals
under various centrally
sponsored schemes,
amounting a total of Rs
1088.75 crore stands
submitted. Out of these,
major schemes such as
Mission Poshan and ICDS
(Rs 759.67 Cr), Mission
Shakti (Rs 40.79 Cr) and
Mission Vatsalya (Rs 126.54
Cr) have already received
approval. Additionally,
proposals for PMMVY (Rs
64.39 Cr) and BBBP (Rs
6.20 Cr) have also been
approved.

Several proposals have
been submitted and are
currently awaiting approv-
al. These included financial
allocations for the imple-
mentation of schemes
under the Prevention of
Atrocities Act 1989, Senior
Citizen Homes, Saksham
Anganwadi Centres,
Creche (Palna), Pre- and
Post-matric Scholarships
for SC students, NAPDDR
including NMBA and PM-
YASASVI, the meeting was
apprised.

S DC Bandipora inspects

Transit Camp Shadipora

HT NEWS SERVICE
BANDIPORA, JULY 12

As the Shri Amarnath
Ji Yatra (SANJY) 2025
continues in full swing,
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Bandipora, Man-
zoor Ahmad Qadri, on
Saturday visited the
Transit Camp Shadipora
at Sumbal to take stock
of arrangements for the
pilgrims.

During the visit, DC
interacted with officers
on duty and reviewed
the facilities being pro-
vided to the pilgrims,
including accommoda-
tion, sanitation, drink-

for Amarnath Yatris

ing water, and medical
services. Officers briefed
the DC that all arrange-
ments were functioning
smoothly and pilgrims
were being provided
with every necessary
facility.

Meanwhile, DC also
visited adjoining areas
of Shadipora to address
local issues. Responding
to concerns raised by res-
idents regarding irriga-
tion problems affecting
their agricultural activi-
ties, DC assured that the
administration is actively
working to resolve issues
flagged-off, especially in
the Shadipora belt.

Javid Dar visits Fruit Mandi Kanispora

HT NEWS SERVICE
BARAMULLA, JULY 12

Minister for Agriculture
Production Department,
Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj, Coopera-
tive and Election Depart-
ments, Javid Ahmad Dar,
today visited Fruit Mandi
Kanispora in Baramulla,
where he interacted with
members of the Fruit
Growers Association, pro-
gressive orchardists and
farmers to understand
their issues and seek sug-
gestions.

He was accompanied
by MLA Baramulla Javaid
Ahmad Beigh, MLA Sopore
Irshad Rasool Kar, MLA
Wagoora Irfan Hafeez
Lone, Director Agriculture
Kashmir, Director Horti-
culture Kashmir, Director
Command Area Develop-
ment, Director Horticul-
ture (Planning & Marketing)
and other senior officers.

Reaffirming the gov-
ernment’s commitment
to farmers’ welfare, the
Minister assured that all
concerns raised by the
fruit growers would be
addressed in a time-bound
manner. He stated that the
Agriculture Production
Department is actively
working to rationalize the
rules and ensure strict
enforcement of agricultural
regulations. He added that
strict penalties would be
imposed on the violators
to ensure accountability.

also
announced that a state
of the art testing labora-
tory is being established
in Baramulla, which will
serve as a key facility for
testing and research in
the interest of the farming
community. He further
informed that cold stor-
age infrastructure is being
developed to reduce the
post-harvest losses and
improve the shelf life and
marketability of horticul-
tural produce.

Highlighting the gov-
ernment’s broader sup-
port mechanisms, he said
that Weather based Crop
Insurance Scheme for fruit
growers is also expected
to be launched soon. This
initiative aims to protect
growers against natural
disasters and crop failures,
thereby ensuring sustain-
able income and resilience
for the agricultural sector,
he added.

Later, the Minister
visited various areas of
Baramulla district includ-
ing Tujar Sharif, Harwan,
Zaingeer, Zaloora and the
rainfed areas of Bomai to
assess the status of irriga-
tion facilities.

The Minister

During the field tour, he
instructed the concerned
departments to identify
feasible locations and pre-
pare DPRs for borewells to
augment irrigation facili-
ties in the areas.

Pertinently, the Agri-
culture department has
rolled out a new NABARD
funded scheme for setting
up community borewells
inrainfed areas to improve
irrigation facilities. Simi-
larly, 6200 borewells in
rain-fed areas are being
targeted under HADP for
overall improvement of
irrigation in rain-fed areas
across J&K.

He emphasized the need
for focused interventions
in rain-fed and water-
stressed areas and called
for better coordination
between allied depart-
ments to address gaps in
irrigation and water man-
agement.

The Minister reiterated
that the government is
fully committed towards
enhancing the irrigation
infrastructure, increas-
ing farm productivity and
improving rural livelihoods
across Jammu and Kash-
mir.

DLSA Srinagar holds awareness
programme on POCSO Act, drug abuse

HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA), Srinagar,
in collaboration with School
Education department
conducted an awareness
programme on Protection
of Children from Sexual
Offenses (POCSO) Act, and
drug abuse at Govt. Girls
High School Chaterhama
Srinagar.

The programme, held
under the chairmanship
of Tasleem Arief, Principal

District and Sessions Judge,
Srinagar, aimed to sensitize
students, teachers and staff
of the school about the key
provision of POCSO Act,
2012 and the harmful conse-
quences of drug addiction.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, resource person Adv.

Suhaila Ali (Panel Lawyer)
DLSA Srinagar highlighted
the role of Legal Services in
safeguarding the rights of
children and explained how
the POCSO Act provides the
strong legal framework to
deal with offences related
to child abuse.

Sakeena Itoo inaugurates CRWM for Water
Supply Schemes at Noorabad Kulgam

HT NEWS SERVICE
KULGAM, JULY 12

Minister for Health and
Medical Education, Social
Welfare and Education,
Sakeena Itoo, inaugu-
rated the Common Raw
Water Main (CRWM) for
three major water supply
schemes including Dran-
bal Waripora, H N Guri
and C S Rather at Dadran,
Noorabad, D H Pora here
today.

The project, completed
with at a cost of Rs. 7.42
crore, Rs. 1.71 crore and
Rs. 1.22 crore respective-
ly, will tap raw water from
two alpine lakes of Pir Pan-
chal, Bramha Sar and Chir
Sar and carry it to a water
treatment plant.

Addressing a huge gath-
ering on the occasion, the
Minister said that the Omar
Abdullah-led government
is committed towards ful-

filling the promises made
to the people and is work-
ing tirelessly to ensure the
prosperity, welfare and
holistic development of
Jammu and Kashmir. She
added that the govern-
ment is focused on deliver-
ing quality infrastructure
and public services for
people to improve their
lives.

She also raised serious
concern over the growing
drug menace, terming it

as a grave issue that poses
a threat to the fabric of
society.

Highlighting the devel-
opment journey over the
past months, the Minister
also shared various works
and initiatives undertaken
across sectors including
education, social welfare
and public infrastructure.

Sakeena said that com-
missioning of this vital
infrastructure is expected
to significantly improve
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the drinking water
supply to the beneficiary
areas and strengthen the
region’s water manage-
ment network.

On the occasion, several
locals and public delega-
tions interacted with the
Minister and apprised her
of several issues and prob-
lems of public importance.

Sakeena Itoo assured
them that their genuine
issues and problems will
be addressed promptly.

SKUAST-K, DARS
conduct one-day
training programme
on ‘Promotion of
Potential Crops’

HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

Dryland Agriculture
Research  Station
(DARS), SKUAST -Kash-
mir under AICRP on
potential crops today
organized a one day
training programme on
‘Promotion of Potential
Crops’ at DARS-SKUAST-
Kashmir.

The programme,
sponsored by ICAR-
NBPGR, New Delhi, was
attended by 50 officials
from the Agriculture
department belonging
to different zones of the
Valley.

Prof. (Dr.) Ajaz Ahmad
Lone, DARS-Rangreth,
SKUAST-(K) gave a brief
insight about potential
crop scenarios of the
valley, their relevance
under the current
changing climate era.

SKUAST-Kashmir, KVK Srinagar kick-
start 3-day Skill Development Training

HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

KVK Srinagar organised
three days ESDP on "Sci-
entific Management of
Broiler and Backyard Poul-
try Farming at its campus,
here.

The programme aimed
to equip rural youth with
the necessary skills for sus-
tainable poultry farming.

The opening session
began with a presentation
on the overall scenario of
poultry farming in J&K and
futuristic strategies to make
the sector a commercially
viable and employment
generating enterprise.

Head KVK,
Dr.S.A.Simnani urged the
trainees to take up poultry
farming as it is self-sustain-
ing enterprises requiring
minimal investment.

During the interactive
sessions with the train-
ees, Dr.Simnani stressed
on integrating Poultry
with other agricultural

T —

practices for optimising
feed efficiency and waste
management practices. He
emphasised the reduced
use of antibiotics through
adoption of biosecurity
measures.

Dr.Ishtiyak A Mir, Sci-
entist (Animal Science),
delivered a comprehen-
sive presentation on scien-
tific management, covering
breed selection, nutrition,
health management, and

bio-security measures. He
also provided hands-on
training on feed prepara-
tion methodology as well
as management of poultry
manure at Kendra's Poultry
/Duckery demonstration
unit.

The training was attend-
ed by 24 rural youth and
farmers, who gained valu-
able insights and hands-
on experience in poultry
farming practices.

Mehfil-e-Mushaira
organised at Pulwama

HT NEWS SERVICE
PULWAMA, JULY 12

Department of Information
& Public Relations Pulwa-
ma, in collaboration with
the District Cultural Society
Pulwama, today organized
a Mehfil-e-Mushaira here,
celebrating the district's
vibrant literary culture.

The programme was pre-
sided over by GM Dilshad,
General Secretary of the
District Cultural Society,
while the introductory and
welcome address was deliv-
ered by Shamas Siddique,
President of the Society.
Both speakers highlighted
the significance of literary
expression as a vehicle for
cultural continuity and moral
reflection.

An impressive lineup of

poets from across the district
mesmerized the audience
with their compositions in
Kashmiri and Urdu, touching
upon themes of spirituality,
social awareness, devotion,
and sacrifice.

The Mushaira also pro-
vided a platform for bud-
ding poets to showcase their
talent, gain encouragement
from senior writers, and
engage with a wider literary
audience.

The Mehfil-e-Mushaira
served not only as a celebra-
tion of literary richness but
also as a moment of collec-
tive remembrance and moral
reflection. The poetic con-
tributions resonated deeply
with the audience, affirming
the district’s commitment to
preserving its cultural and
spiritual heritage.
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DHS) convenes district-level
review meeting of health

HT NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, JULY 12

Director Health Services
Jammu, Abdul Hamid
Zargar, chaired a district-
level review meeting at
CMO Office Poonch to
evaluate health schemes
and service delivery.

CMO Poonch, Pervaiz
Ahmed Khan presented a

programmes

detailed PPT on key indi-
cators and achievements.

Dr. Zargar reviewed
performance in e-Sahaj,
ambulance referrals, TB
elimination, e-Sanjeevani
services, NCD screen-
ing, C-section availability,
oxygen plant functional-
ity, blindness control pro-
gramme, ASHA activities
and IDSP monitoring via

in Poonch

[HIP.

He appreciated the dis-
trict team and issued on-
spot directions to address
service gaps. He empha-
sized community engage-
ment, digital reporting
and capacity building for
field staff. The meeting
concluded with a pledge
to improve healthcare in
remote areas.

Legal Metrology cracks whip on
cement manufacturer: seizes 550
bags in Jammu, Udhampur

HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

Acting swiftly on the
directions of Controller
Legal Metrology Depart-
ment, Rajinder Singh
Tara, the teams of Legal
Metrology Department
carried out special sur-
prise inspection of trade
establishments dealing
with hardware and build-
ing materials.

The team seized 550
bags of cement for viola-
tion of provisions of Legal
Metrology laws like non-
declaration of month and
date of manufacture and
MRP.

As part of the initia-
tive, a team headed by
Legal Metrology Offi-
cers conducted major
enforcement drives and
unearthed serious vio-

lations at two separate
locations in Jammu and
Udhampur.

During the inspection,
cement bags of a promi-
nent brand found lacking
mandatory information
like month and year of
packaging. The team reg-
istered cases against the
cement manufacturer and
seized 300 cement bags at
Jammu.

In another surprise
inspection at Udhampur,
the team conducted raid
on manufacturing prem-
ises at Battal Ballian. The
team found that cement
bags ready for retail dis-
patch were without the
mandatory declaration
for which the company
was booked under Sec-
tion 18(1) of the Legal
Metrology Act, 2009 and
around 250 cement bags

were seized.

As per a communi-
que issued here in this
regard, the Controller
Legal Metrology reaf-
firmed the department’s
commitment to consum-
er protection and fair
trade practices. He fur-
ther highlighted that the
department will continue
its rigorous inspections in
days to come.

The Controller urged
upon the consumers
to remain vigilant and
report any irregularity
found in pre-packaged
goods. Proper labelling
helps ensure transparen-
cy and provide consum-
ers with accurate product
information of pre-pack-
aged commodities which
discourages deceptive or
fraudulent practices, he
added.

DC Doda chairs meeting to discuss
arrangements for Independence

HT NEWS SERVICE
DODA, JULY 12

Deputy Commissioner
Doda, Harvinder Singh
chaired a meeting at
the DC Office to review
Independence Day 2025
arrangements.

Present were SSP Doda
Sandeep Kumar Mehta,
ADDC Roshan Lal, ACR
Ashraf Pervez, PO ICDS
Akhtar Hussain Qazi, ACD
Din Mohammad Afaqi,
ACP Musharaf Ali Haif and
officers from line depart-

Day 2025 celebratio

n

ments.

The main function will
be held at Doda Sports Sta-
dium with the flag hoist-
ing, March Past and cul-
tural performances. The
program will start with
Shehnai Vadan by the
Information Department
and patriotic songs will
play in town as proposed
by the Municipal Council.

Directions were issued
for cultural programs,
stadium renovations, illu-
mination of public spaces,
installation of a public

address system and trico-
lour hoisting at Amrit Sar-
ovars. The DC emphasized
inter-departmental coor-
dination and instructed
departments on water,
power, sanitation, first
aid, fire safety and traf-
fic management. The SSP
assured comprehensive
security arrangements.

Departments were also
asked to conduct planta-
tion drives and promote
the Nasha Mukt Bharat
initiative during the cel-
ebration.

DC Poonch reviews PM Surya Ghar
Muft Bijli Yojana implementation

HT NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, JULY 12

Deputy Commissioner
Poonch Vikas Kundal today
chaired a review meeting
to assess the implementa-
tion of the PM Surya Ghar

Muft Bijli Yojana in the dis-
trict. The meeting covered
progress on rooftop solar
installations, application
status and financial dis-
bursements.

A total of 1,125 applica-
tions have been received

under the scheme with
157 rooftop solar systems
installed so far. The review
included bank-wise and
sub-division-wise prog-
ress, reasons for applica-
tion rejections and pend-
ing cases.

Principal Secretary APD reviews progress
on major schemes of Animal Husbandry
department in Jammu division

HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

Principal Secretary,
Agriculture Produc-
tion Department(APD),
Shailendra Kumar, today
chaired a review meet-
ing here at Directorate of
Animal Husbandry, Talab
Tillo.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary in APD;
Mission Director HADP/
JKCIP; Directors in APD;
Joint Directors; Deputy
Directors; Chief Animal
Husbandry Officers from
all districts of Jammu divi-
sion besides other senior
officers of the department
of Agriculture and Animal
Husbandry.

The meeting had
detailed discussion regard-
ing progress on various
schemes and programmes
under CAPEX, HADP,
CSSs and NABARD of
Animal Husbandry sector
in Jammu division for the
current financial year.

Shailendra Kumar
reviewed the physical
and financial progress on

several key CSS schemes
including Rashtriya Gokul
Mission, Entrepreneur-
ship Development under
National Livestock Mis-
sion, National Animal Dis-
ease Control Programme
and Nationwide Artificial
Insemination Programme.

A comprehensive pre-
sentation was delivered
by Director Animal Hus-
bandry Jammu, Dr. Par-
vinder Singh, providing
an overview of district
wise progress achieved
under different schemes.
The status of ongoing
Foot and Mouth disease
vaccination for cattle, buf-
faloes, sheep and goats
under NADCP was dis-
cussed. Besides, the exist-
ing cold -chain and other
vital infrastructure status

was evaluated to identify
any gaps or need for addi-
tional equipment or infra-
structure. Other topics
included the components
under Dairy Develop-
ment, Poultry Develop-
ment and Development of
Fodder Resources of J&K
UT under flagship Holistic
Agriculture Development
Programme (HADP).

Further, the expendi-
tures on key infrastructure
projects including upgra-
dation/ strengthening of
Veterinary Hospitals at Dis-
trict and Sub-district levels
under NABARD funding
were also reviewed.

The meeting was
informed that the depart-
ment of Animal Husbandry
has completely switched
over to digital mode as all

the departmental welfare
schemes are now available
on Kisan Saathi portal thus
improving transparency
and accessibility for gen-
eral public.

He said that reliable,
easy-to access and timely
information available on
these portals help farm-
ers, government field func-
tionaries and also policy
makers for informed deci-
sion making at all levels.
He urged the officials to
record all established proj-
ects under various compo-
nents of HADP on Kisan
Sathi Output Tracking app
to prevent misuse of funds
and ensure accountability
in public spending.

The Principal Secretary
underscored the need for
promoting the cooperative

movement in the Jammu
division. He stressed that
the cooperative societies
are instrumental in pro-
moting financial inclu-
sion by providing credit
to farmers and small
entrepreneurs who may
face difficulties in access-
ing conventional banking
services. ‘These societies
play a crucial role in rural
development, empower
local communities and
reduce socio-economic
disparities’, he added.

He further advised the
officials to increase the
coverage of organized
dairy sector, promote
value addition of milk and
develop marketing strat-
egies to strengthen the
dairy cooperative sector
in the region.

The Principal Secretary
stressed the need for com-
pletion of all sanctioned
projects at the earliest
besides improving finan-
cial progress by achieving
above 90% expenditures
across all the works under-
taken.

Dy CM inspects SDH Akhnoor,
emphasises quality healthcare services

HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

Deputy Chief Minister,
Surinder Choudhary, today
visited Sub District Hospital
Akhnoor and took stock of
healthcare facilities avail-
able for the patients there.

The Dy CM inspected
various sections of the
hospital and assessed the
services being extended to
the patients. He interacted
with the patients and their
attendants, seeking feed-
back regarding the quality
of treatment and related
services available at the
SDH.

While interacting with
them, the Dy CM assured
them that the government
is focusing on increasing
medical care facilities in
rural areas so that they can
get access near their vicini-
ties. He urged the hospital
authorities to ensure timely
treatment, streamlined
processes and patient-cen-
tric care for the patients
coming from different far
flung areas of the Jammu.

The Dy CM asked for
maintaining proper sani-
tation and hygiene in and
around the hospital prem-

¥

ises besides checking the
availability of medicine,
duty rooster and staff
strength. He maintained
that the government
under the leadership of
CM Omar Abdullah is
committed to provide all
modern healthcare facili-
ties and infrastructure to
the people at their door
steps.

Later, the Deputy
Chief Minister visited the
Gurudwara Tapo Asthan
Sant Baba Sunder Singh Ji
at Akhnoor. He paid obei-
sance at the Gurudwara
and prayed for progress,
peace and prosperity of
J&K.

The Gurudwara com-
mittee, on the occasion,
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requested for a cantile-
ver platform in the river
Chenab, so that the people
can perform the 'Asthi
Visarjan' ritual in the river
instead of its bank.

It was informed that the
DPR with an estimated
cost of Rs 4.82 crore for
the cantilever platform
has already been submit-
ted.

Acting swiftly on the
demand, the Dy CM allo-
cated Rs 1 crore for the
project and directed the
department to tender
for the same before 20th
of July. He also asked for
extra budget for beau-
tification of Gurudwara
premises and other allied
works.

Food Safety Department intensifies
efforts to ensure safe and quality food
for pilgrims during Amarnath Yatra

HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

The Food Safety Depart-
ment, Jammu & Kashmir,
has intensified its sur-
veillance and enforce-
ment activities to ensure
food safety during the
ongoing Amarnath Yatra
2025.

The exercise is being
conducted under the
directions of Minister
for Health & Medical
Education, Sakeena Itoo,
and Secretary, Health &
Medical Education, J&K,
Syed Abid Rasheed Shah,
whose guidance has sup-
ported field mobilization
and monitoring.

Commissioner, Food
& Drugs Administration,
Smita Sethi, inspected

hygienic conditions of
langars and food service
areas at key base and
transit camps in Jammu
Division, reaffirming the
department’s commit-
ment to serving pilgrims
safe and hygienic food.
In view of the
increased footfall and
operation of food
business operators
(FBOs), the department
deployed Food Safety
Officers, Food Analysts,
and Mobile Food Testing
Vans from Lakhanpur
to Baltal and Pahalgam.
These vans equipped
with testing kits, con-
duct daily on-spot food
analysis and raise aware-
ness among langar oper-
ators and food handlers.
During the first week

of the Yatra, the depart-
ment achieved 215 regis-
trations issued to langar
operators and vendors,
171 inspections conduct-
ed, 910 food samples
tested via mobile vans,
77 training and aware-
ness sessions conduct-
ed, and 30 kg of substan-
dard food items seized
and destroyed. Adviso-
ries outlining hygiene,
storage, preparation
and waste management
protocols have been
issued. The department
has appealed to all FBOs
to cooperate fully. For
grievances, the toll-free
helpline 104 is available.
The department reiter-
ates its commitment to
maintaining food safety
throughout the Yatra.

DDC reviews Rural
Development Department
performance in Poonch

HT NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, JULY 12

District Development
Commissioner (DDC)
Poonch Vikas Kundal today
chaired a review meeting
at the DC Office Complex
to assess the progress
of developmental works
under various Centrally
Sponsored Schemes being
implemented by the Rural
Development Department
(RDD) across all blocks of
the district.

The meeting reviewed
physical and financial
achievements under key
schemes including MGN-
REGA, PMAY-G and other
community development
initiatives for the financial
year 2025-26.

The DDC reviewed
issues related to timely
wage payments, Aadhaar
seeding, Aadhaar-based
payments and geo-tagging
under various schemes.
Progress under Swachh
Bharat Mission (Gramin)
and Capex Budget PRI
Grants was also discussed.

He directed all Block
Development Officers
(BDOs) to commence new
MGNREGA works espe-
cially in border areas with-
out delay and ensure their
timely completion. Empha-
sis was laid on Aadhaar
linkage of Job Card hold-
ers’ accounts to enhance
transparency.

On PMAY-G, the DDC
instructed officials to
begin construction of
newly sanctioned houses
and expedite pending units
to achieve full saturation.
He also called for recovery
from defaulters in pending
PMAY-G cases.

The Assistant Commis-
sioner Development and
Assistant Commissioner
Panchayat were directed to
intensify monitoring of all
ongoing works for timely
and quality completion.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ACD, ACP, District
Panchayat Officer, Execu-
tive Engineer REW, Head-
quarter Assistant, BDOs,
AEEs and JEs of the depart-
ment.

Act 1978/82/2011.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Where, | Mrs. /Munira Jan W/o SYED NIAZ AHMED SHAH
R/0170 LAM BAGTOO, BRIEN, NISHAT 191121, J&K INDIA
intends to apply in the office of Prescribed Authority of
Directorate of Tourism Kashmir for registration of my pro-
posed Paying Guest House /Home Stay under the name
and style “ZABARWAN SERAI” Situated at 170 LAM BAGTOO,
BRIEN, NISHAT 191121, J&K INDIA under the Tourist Trade

Whereas, | will submit Landownership Certificate from
Concerned Tehsildar with attested photographs of the unit
through Dy. Commissioner concerned, Rent/Lease Deed/
Partnership Deed/Affidavitissued by concerned Sub-Regis-
trar, Judicial Magistrate (if applicable NOC from the owner
to the effect that the property can be used as Home stay),
Character Certificate of the applicant from the concerned
Police Station, undertaking from the owner as self declara-
tion, Public Notice inviting objections, if any in print media,
list of family members Name, Age, and Photograph self
attested by owner, Photographs of the unit as mentioned in
the application (each of exterior and individual bed rooms
and bathrooms), Inspection report by the Committee (The
recommendation of the inspection Committee shall decide
whether to issue a registration to the unit or not keepingin
view, the type of accommodation and amenity, adhar card.

Now before my case is processed for registration by
the Prescribed Authority. The matter is hereby notified for
information of general Public/organizations for objections
if any and the same should reach to the office of Prescribed
Authority within a period of 7 days from the publication of
this notice in leading local newspaper of the Valley. Objec-
tions received beyond the period of 7 days from the date
of publication shall not be entertained and the case shall
be processed under rules as per merit.
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Nukkad Natak organised to promote
cleanliness and safety awareness
among Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra pilgrims

HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

A Nukkad Natak was organ-
ised at the Shri Amarnath
Ji Yatra Token Centre,
Railway Road, Jammu, to
promote cleanliness and
safety among pilgrims. The
event was organised by the
Cultural Unit, Department
of Information and Public
Relations (DIPR), Jammu in
collaboration with District
Administration Jammu. The
play conveyed messages on

cleanliness, biodegradable
waste use, disposal practices
and following safety guide-
lines. The initiative was
held under the directions

of Joint Director Informa-
tion Jammu, Deepak Dubey
and under the supervision
of Cultural Officer Jammu,
Mukesh Kumar Sharma.

DC Samba releases pocket-
sized statistical handbook

'District at a Glance'

HT NEWS SERVICE
SAMBA, JULY 12

District Development Com-
missioner Samba, Rajesh
Sharma, released a pocket-
sized handbook titled Dis-
trict at a Glance, compiled
by the District Statistics and
Evaluation Office.

Present were Chief Plan-
ning Officer Kasturi Lal,
DSEO Rupinder Kaur, ACR
Ajay Bharti, Statistical Offi-
cer DSEO Office and other
staff.

The publication provides
a summary of key socio-
economic and demographic
data for 2022-23 and 2023-
24. It is intended for use by
planners, researchers and
departments for develop-

ment initiatives.

The Deputy Commission-
er appreciated the DSEO
team and the cooperation
of government departments
for their contribution in
finalizing the publication.

Troops of Gigrial Bn rescues Pangolin
along International Border

HT NEWS SERVICE
AKHNOOR, JULY 11

In a heartwarming display
of environmental aware-
ness and compassion,
troops of the Gigrial Bat-
talion, deployed along the
International Border (IB),
successfully rescued a pan-
golin one of the world’s
most endangered and heav-
ily trafficked mammals.
During routine patrolling
in a forward area, alert
soldiers spotted the rare
creature, vulnerable and
far from its natural habi-
tat. Recognizing the eco-
logical importance of the
pangolin and the threats
it faces due to illegal wild-
life trafficking, the troops
responded with swift and
responsible action. With
utmost care, the animal

was safely secured and
subsequently handed over
to the concerned wildlife
and forest authorities for
proper rehabilitation. This
act underscores the Indian
Army’s commitment not
only to national security
but also to the conserva-
tion of India’s rich and

diverse wildlife. This com-
passionate gesture by the
Gigrial Battalion reflects
the Army’s ethos of service
to the nation in all forms
including the protection
of its natural heritage even
while operating in high-
alert and sensitive border
areas.

Indian Army organizes Interaction
with Gujjar, Bakkarwals at Daraba,

Kulali, Surankote, Poonch District

HT NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, JULY 12

The Indian Army con-
ducted an "Interaction
with Gujjar & Bakkarwal"
event across all villages on
12 July 2025. In continu-
ance of its zeal to achieve
greater heights in coordi-
nation with the local pop-
ulation, the Indian Army
has always been at the
forefront of maintaining
cordial civil-military rela-
tions. During the interac-
tion, various issues con-
cerning education, health
and socio-economic devel-
opment were discussed.
The event provided an
opportunity for the Army
to address the communi-
ty's concerns and explore
avenues for future coop-
eration and support. This
engagement was part of
Operation Sadbhavana,
which aims to promote

peace, development and
goodwill in the region. The
initiative underscores the
Indian Army's commit-
ment to the welfare of all
communities, especially
those in remote and under-
served areas. Community
members expressed their
gratitude for the Army's

efforts and appreciated
the continuous support
extended to them. The
event witnessed the par-
ticipation of 72 commu-
nity members and aimed
to foster stronger ties and
mutual understanding
between the Indian Army
and these communities.

Joint mock drill on flood preparedness
conducted by NHPC Salal and District

Administration

HT NEWS SERVICE
REASI, JULY 12

A joint mock drill on
flood preparedness was
conducted near Chenab
River, Reasi, by NHPC Salal
Power Station and District
Administration under the
leadership of Deputy Com-
missioner Nidhi Malik, in
coordination with CAPF
and Police.

The drill tested the early
warning system and inter-
departmental coordina-
tion. Scenarios included
rising water levels, medi-
cal emergencies and evac-

Reasi

uations.

Quick Response Teams
(QRTs) were activated and
medical and evacuation
drills were conducted.
Departments performed
designated roles, including
medical aid, crowd con-
trol, transport and rescue.
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Present were ACR Reasi
Nitin Verma, Tehsildar
Thakrakote and represen-
tatives of NHPC, Police,
NDRF and SDRF.

The exercise showcased
the region’s readiness and
public awareness regard-
ing flood risks.

Nasha Mukt JK Abhiyan: DC
Kishtwar reviews progress of

IEC campaign against drugg

HT NEWS SERVICE
KISHTWAR, JULY 12

Deputy Commissioner
Kishtwar, Pankaj Kumar
Sharma, chaired a review
meeting on the ongoing
IEC campaign against
drugs under Nasha Mukt
JK Abhiyan.

The meeting assessed
awareness activities con-
ducted in educational
institutions, panchayats
and urban areas. Issues
such as inadequate display
of IEC materials, limited
video screenings, incom-
plete event documenta-
tion and absenteeism of
resource persons were
noted.

DC directed nodal offi-
cers to ensure broader

public participation,
including SMCs, Biodi-
versity Committees and
youth volunteers. Offi-
cers were asked to upload
event details promptly
and ensure visibility of
content.

Officers will attend a
training workshop on July
14, 2025, at the DC Office,
Kishtwar, to strengthen
campaign implementa-
tion. DC also chaired a

T,

District NCORD Commit-
tee meeting to review
anti-drug measures and

enforcement perfor-
mance.
The meeting was attend-

ed by PO ICDS Kishtwar
Rishi Sharma, ACD Kaiser
Bhawani, SDM Paddar
Amit Kumar, SDM Chatroo
Naeem Ur Rehman, Dis-
trict Social Welfare Officer
Zubair Ahmed and other
officers.

Indian Army pays Tribute to Bravehearts of J&K

on 26th Anniversary of Kargil Vijay Diwas

HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

On the solemn occasion
of the 26th anniversary
of Kargil Vijay Diwas,
the Indian Army paid
heartfelt tribute to the
valiant sons of Jammu &
Kashmir who displayed
unmatched courage and
made the supreme sacri-
fice during the 1999 Kargil
War. Commemorative
events were held across
Jammu, Kathua, RS Pura,
Hiranagar and Mendhar
to honor these heroes and
acknowledge the unwaver-
ing spirit of their families.
From the 13 Jammu &
Kashmir Rifles (Kargil),
Major Ajay Singh Jasrotia,
Sena Medal, Lance Naik
Harish Pal, Sena Medal
and Havildar Jagan Nath
laid down their lives in
the treacherous heights
of Kargil. Fighting against
all odds they led from the
front and carved a legacy
of heroism that continues
to inspire generations.
From the 12 Jammu &
Kashmir Light Infantry,
Havildar A.B. Kareem,
Havildar Daler Singh,
Havildar Rajinder Singh,
Rifleman Ravinder Singh,
Lance Havildar Yougal
Kishore, Rifleman Rattan
Chand, Naik Surjeet Singh
and Naik Pawan Kumar
displayed extraordinary
valor across various bat-
tlefronts. Their bravery,
unity and sacrifice played

a crucial role in turning
the tide of the war.

The 8 Sikh Regiment’s
Subedar Ravail Singh, Sena
Medal and Sepoy Balwind-
er Singh fought fiercely at
strategic locations such
as Tiger Hill, forcing the
enemy into retreat. Their
valor remains etched in
the collective memory of
a grateful nation.

From the 9 Mahar
Regiment, Sepoy Raman
Kumar made the ultimate
sacrifice during intense
enemy offensives, stand-
ing tall in the face of
danger.

In the 18 Grenadiers,
Havildar Madan Lal,
Vir Chakra and Gunner
Swaran Singh, Sena Medal,
fought till their last breath,
defending the motherland
with unmatched devotion
and courage.

From the 28 Rashtriya
Rifles, Rifleman Manzoor
Hussain laid down his life
in counter-terror opera-

tions, exemplifying the
spirit of duty beyond the
battlefield.

Special outreach and
tribute events were held
in the hometowns of
these bravehearts. The
Indian Army visited their
families, presenting them
with mementoes and let-
ters of gratitude—symbols
of a nation’s everlasting
respect. These moments
were not mere ceremonies
but profound gestures of
remembrance and honor.

An Army officer
remarked, "These stories
of valor are not just a part
of history—they are the
soul of our nation." As
India marks 26 years of
Kargil victory, the sacrific-
es of Major Jasrotia, Sube-
dar Ravail Singh, Havildar
Madan Lal and all their
comrades remain a living
flame of courage, duty and
patriotism.

Jai Hind. Vande Mata-
ram.

DLSA Jammu conducts
inspection of Central
Jail Kot Bhalwal

N

HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA) Jammu,
under the guidance of Y.P.
Bourney, Chairman DLSA
Jammu and Principal Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge
Jammu and the supervi-
sion of Smriti Sharma, Sub
Judge and Secretary DLSA
Jammu, conducted an
inspection of Central Jail
Kot Bhalwal Jammu today.

The visit began with a
plantation drive aimed at
promoting a greener and
healthier environment
within the jail premises.
The drive was carried out
by the Principal District
and Sessions Judge Jammu
along with Smriti Sharma,
Secretary DLSA Jammu,
Veerinder Kumar Bhat,
Superintendent of Central
Jail Kot Bhalwal and Anil
Sharma, Chief Legal Aid
Defense Counsel Jammu.

Following the drive, the
team inspected the jail to
assess living conditions,
health facilities, legal aid
availability, and the over-
all welfare of inmates, in
line with directives from
the National Legal Ser-
vices Authority (NALSA)
and provisions under the
Legal Services Authorities
Act, 1987.

The inspection includ-
ed direct interaction with
under trial, detenu and
convict prisoners in the
jail's ground area to get a
firsthand understanding of
the facilities available. Key
areas inspected included
the Jail Legal Aid Clinic,
virtual VC rooms, inter-

view area, prisoner calling
system, hospital, kitchen
and barracks.

The medical centre and
hospital were thoroughly
checked and the team
reviewed the quality of
food prepared for inmates.
Inmates’ concerns and
grievances were heard
attentively, offering them
a platform to provide feed-
back on services extended
by DLSA Jammu.

During the inspection,
certain areas of the jail
premises were identified
as needing renovation.
On-the-spot directions
were issued to the Super-
intendent of Central Jail
Kot Bhalwal to raise the
matter with the appropri-
ate authority.

As part of the initiative,
the Principal District and
Sessions Judge Jammu also
reviewed cases related to
the Under Trial Review
Committee (UTRC). The
next UTRC meeting is
scheduled for July 15 to
assess cases of under-
trial prisoners eligible for
release under legal provi-
sions, including Section
436A of the CrPC and
those who may benefit
from legal aid or plea bar-
gaining.

This initiative aims to
reduce overcrowding in
jails, promote speedy trials
and ensure justice for pris-
oners from economically
or socially disadvantaged
backgrounds. The judicia-
ry remains committed to
upholding constitutional
rights and ensuring fair
and humane treatment of
individuals in custody.

CO 9 JAK LI listens problems
of ex-servicemen

HT NEWS SERVICE
AKHNOOR, JULY 12

An interactive confer-
ence was organised by
the Commanding Offi-
cer of 9 JAK LI with ex-
servicemen, Veer Naris
and widows today. Briga-
dier DN Sharma, Brigade
Commander, 52 Brigade
was the Chief Guest. Most
of the members of Ex-
Servicemen Welfare Asso-
ciation Akhnoor attended
it and President of the
Association, Veteran S.
Lakhbir Singh discussed
the grievances of the ex-
servicemen. Addressing
the gathering, the Brigade
Commander said,

To our ex-servicemen:
You may have retired, but
your contribution contin-
ues to inspire the ranks
every day. Your discipline,
valour and dedication laid

the foundation on which

the Indian Army stands
today. We are committed
to ensure that you get all
the entitled benefits, pen-
sion, medical aid through
ECHS, and assistance
in rehabilitation and
employment opportuni-
ties and to the Veer Naris,
he said,

You are not alone - you
are an inseparable part of
the Army. We are here
to support you in every
possible way - whether it
is a pension issue, legal
aid, housing assistance,
or emotional well-being.
We salute your patience
and promise that the sac-
rifice of your loved ones
will never be forgotten.
A wonderful lunch was
served and the Brigade
Commander met every-
one in the conference one
by one.

Notification
for Haj 1447
(Hijri)/2026
(CE) issued

HT NEWS SERVICE
RAMBAN, JULY 12

The District Administra-
tion Ramban informs
Haj aspirants that the
Haj Committee of India

(HCoI) has invited online
applications for Haj 1447
(H) - 2026 (CE) from 7th
July to 31st July 2025.
Applicants must read
the guidelines and under-
takings on www.hajcom-

mittee.gov.in before
applying. They must
have a Machine-Readable
International Passport
issued on or before 31st
July 2025 and valid at
least up to 31st December

2026.

Applications can be
submitted via www.
hajcommittee.gov.in or
through the official app
“HAJ SUVIDHA” available
on i0S and Android.
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New gene therapy shows potential for

restoring h

TANS
NEW DELHI

In a significant scientific
breakthrough, an inter-
national team of research-
ers has developed a novel
gene therapy that can
improve hearing in chil-
dren and adults with con-
genital deafness or severe
hearing impairment.

In the study, Swedish
and Chinese used gene
therapy and improved
hearing in 10 patients, and
the treatment was well-
tolerated.

“This is a huge step for-
ward in the genetic treat-
ment of deafness, one that
can be life-changing for
children and adults,” said
Maoli Duan, consultant
and docent at the Depart-
ment of Clinical Science,
Intervention and Technol-
ogy, Karolinska Institutet,
Sweden.

The study, published
in the journal Nature
Medicine, comprised 10
patients between the ages
of 1 and 24 at five hospitals
in China, all of whom had

a genetic form of deafness
or severe hearing impair-
ment caused by mutations
in a gene called OTOF.

These mutations cause
a deficiency of the protein
otoferlin, which plays a
critical part in transmit-
ting auditory signals from
the ear to the brain.

The gene therapy
involved using a synthetic
adeno-associated virus
(AAV) to deliver a func-
tional version of the OTOF
gene to the inner ear via

earing loss

Lk

a single injection through
a membrane at the base
of the cochlea called the

round window.
The gene therapy
worked rapidly and

helped the majority of the
patients to recover some
hearing in just a month.
A six-month follow-
up showed considerable
hearing improvement in
all participants, with the
average volume of per-
ceptible sound improving
from 106 decibels to 52.

The younger patients,
especially those between
the ages of five and eight,
responded best to the
treatment.

One of the participants,
a seven-year-old girl,
quickly recovered almost
all her hearing and was
able to hold daily conver-
sations with her mother
four months afterward.
However, the therapy also
proved effective in adults.

“Smaller studies in
China have previously
shown positive results in
children, but this is the
first time that the method
has been tested in teenag-
ers and adults, too,” Duan
said.

“Hearing was greatly
improved in many of the
participants, which can
have a profound effect on
their life quality. We will
now be following these
patients to see how lasting
the effect is,” the expert
said.

Importantly, the results
also show that the treat-
ment was safe and well-
tolerated.

Traditional medicine crucial to achieving global goals
of Universal Health Coverage: Ayush Ministry

IANS
NEW DELHI

Global goals like Uni-
versal Health Coverage
(UHC) can only be met
when traditional medi-
cine becomes an essential
part of the national health
policy and wellness deliv-
ery, said Dr. Kashinath
Samagandi, Director,
Morarji Desai National
Institute of Yoga, Ministry
of Ayush.

Speaking at the third
conference on beauty,
wellness, and traditional
medicine organised by
ASSOCHAM, Samagandi
said India’s holistic health
future lies in combining
traditional medicine with
modern policy and prac-
tice.

"Holistic health is a
fundamental right and
to truly achieve it, India
must integrate traditional
systems into the core of its
healthcare framework,”
he added.

The conference brought
together key stakeholders
from the industry and

policy tables to deliberate
on the theme.

“Beauty and wellness
are not just about appear-
ance; they are a reflection
of balance, harmony, and
inner well-being. By align-
ing nature, science, and
self-care, we don’t just

enhance how we look, we
elevate how we feel and
live,” said Dr. Blossom
Kochhar, co-chairperson,
ASSOCHAM National Well-
ness Council and Chair-
person.

“By working together
-- industry, academia,

and government -- we can
ensure safe, high-qual-
ity solutions that build
trust, foster global lead-
ership, and make a posi-
tive impact on millions
of lives, both here and
around the world,” added
Suresh Garg, CMD, Zeon
Lifesciences.

The experts also
emphasised the need for
standardisation of beauty
and cosmetic products to
ensure consumer safety
and reinforce market
credibility.

“By adhering to regu-
latory benchmarks like
those set by CDSCO and
BIS, the industry not only
protects public health but
also empowers Indian
brands to compete con-
fidently at home and
abroad,” said Vikas Tiwari,
Lead - Regulatory Affairs-
HPC, Reliance Retail.

Deliberations at the
conference centered on
the immense potential
that India’s beauty and
wellness heritage holds
to lead the global shift
toward holistic wellness.

Study shows cancer in childhood may
raise risk of severe Covid in adults

IANS
NEW DELHI

While medical advances
are boosting the survival
rate of cancer in child-
hood, the survivors could
be at a higher risk of
developing severe Covid-
19 as adults, according to
a new study published in
the journal The Lancet
Regional Health-Europe .

The study from Karolin-
ska Institutet in Sweden
showed that health risks
may remain long after
treatment has ended.

The results show that
childhood cancer sur-
vivors had a lower risk
of contracting Covid but
were 58 per cent more
likely to develop severe
disease if they did become
infected.

Severe Covid was
defined as the patient
receiving hospital care,
intensive care, or death
related to the infection.

understand that even

though these individuals
were not infected more
often, the consequences
were more serious when
they did become ill," said
"It is important to Javier Louro, a postdoc-

toral researcher at the

Institute of Environmen-
tal Medicine at Karolinska.

The team investi-
gated how adult child-
hood cancer survivors
in Sweden and Denmark
were affected by the Covid

pandemic.

The study included
over 13,000 people who
had been diagnosed with
cancer before the age of
20 and who were at least
20 years old when the pan-
demic began.

They were compared
with both siblings and ran-
domly selected individuals
from the population of the
same gender and year of
birth.

The differences in risk
were particularly clear
during periods of high
transmission, such as
when new virus variants
such as alpha and omicron
spread rapidly.

"Our results suggest that
childhood cancer survi-
vors should be consid-
ered a risk group in future
pandemics or other health
crises," Louro, said.

"This could involve pri-
oritising them for vacci-
nation or offering special
protection during periods
of high transmission," the
researcher added.

New pocket-sized sensor to detect asthma,
lung damage causing sulphur dioxide

TANS
NEW DELHI

Scientists from the Centre
for Nano and Soft Matter
Sciences (CeNS), Bengalu-
ru, have developed a new
low-cost sensor that can
help detect toxic sulphur
dioxide (SO2) gas respon-
sible for respiratory irrita-
tion, asthma attacks, and
long-term lung damage, at
extremely low concentra-
tions, said the Ministry of
Science and Technology .
CeNS, Bengaluru is an
autonomous institute of
the Department of Sci-
ence and Technology
(DST), under the Ministry.
SO2 is a toxic air pollut-
ant commonly released
from vehicles and indus-
trial emissions, and even
minute exposure can
cause serious health
issues and long-term
lung damage. It is hard
to detect before it has an
adverse effect on health.
While real-time moni-
toring of SO2 levels is

essential for human
health and environment
existing technologies are
often expensive, energy-
intensive, or unable to
detect the gas at trace
levels.

The team fabricated
the sensor by combining
two metal oxides -- nickel
oxide (NiO) and neodym-
ium nickelate (NdNiO3),
through a simple synthe-
sis process.

“While NiO acts as
the receptor for the gas,
NdNiO3 serves as the

transducer that efficient-
ly transmits the signal,
enabling detection at con-
centrations as low as 320
ppb, far surpassing the
sensitivity of many com-
mercial sensors,” said the
researchers, led by Dr. S.
Angappane.

Angappane and team
also developed a portable
prototype that incorpo-
rates the sensor for real-
time SO2 monitoring.

“The prototype fea-
tures a straightforward
threshold-based alert

system that activates
visual indicators, green
for safe, yellow for warn-
ing, and red for danger,
allowing easy interpreta-
tion and response, even
by users without scien-
tific expertise,” said the
researcher, in the paper
published in the journal
Small.

The sensor is compact
and lightweight, which
makes it suitable for use
in industrial areas, urban
locations, and enclosed
spaces where continuous
air quality monitoring is
necessary.

‘With its high sensitiv-
ity, portability, and user-
friendly operation, this
sensor system offers a
practical solution to moni-
tor and manage SO2 pol-
lution, supporting public
health and environmen-
tal safety,” said the team,
while highlighting the
potential of material sci-
ence to create accessible
technologies for real-
world challenges.

Should anti-ageing medicines be
banned in India?

IANS
NEW DELHI

In the wake of the untime-
ly death of actress Shefali
Jariwala that raised con-
cerns over the effects of
cosmetic procedures,
experts said that although
the anti-ageing medicines
have gained significant
popularity, these are
mostly unregulated and
pose severe health risks.
Shefali, widely known
for her breakout perfor-
mance in the iconic 2002
music video 'Kaanta Laga',
passed away in Mumbai on
June 27. She was 42.
Preliminary reports
suggest cardiac arrest
behind her death. How-
ever, reports also reveal
the usage of a cocktail
of anti-ageing injections,
allegedly self-administered
while fasting.
“Anti-ageing medicine
is becoming very popu-
lar but it's mostly unreg-
ulated. Many of these
products are sold without
proper scientific studies
to prove they work. Some

.

may even have harmful
side effects, especially if
taken for long periods,”
former AIIMS Director Dr
Randeep Guleria, said.
“Anti-ageing is not a sci-
entific term. Such prod-
ucts do not reverse or stop
natural ageing. Skin whit-
ening is possible with cer-
tain medications, but that
is not the same as anti-age-
ing,” added Rajeev Jayade-
van, Convener, Research
Cell, Kerala State IMA.
Media reports citing
police investigation noted

that Shefali was using skin
whitening and anti-ageing
treatments, particularly
glutathione and Vitamin
C for about eight years
without active medical
supervision after an initial
consultation.

“When a medication is
given as an IV injection,
it bypasses the natural
protection offered by
gut absorption and liver
metabolism. Thus, the
drug may reach very high
concentrations in blood
and tissues,” Jayadevan,

said.

“IV medications must
be carefully regulated and
contamination avoided at
all costs,” he added.

The expert also noted
“reports from Australia
and Philippines about con-
tamination of IV glutathi-
one vials with toxins and
also serious side effects of
such products™.

India is currently seeing
arapid rise in the cosmet-
ic race. According to the
latest ISAPS Global Survey,
India ranked among the
top 10 countries glob-
ally for aesthetic/cosmetic
procedures, trailing only
global leaders like the US,
Brazil, and Japan.

“There is definitely
a need to regulate such
medicines. If there’s no
proper evidence about
their safety or usefulness,
and they are found to be
harmful, then yes -- they
should be banned. The
same applies to other
medicines, like muscle-
building drugs that are
often misused,” Guleria
said.

Poor heart health may signal gestational
diabetes risk in pregnancy: Study

IANS
NEW DELHI

Women with poor cardio-
vascular health may be at
a higher risk of developing
gestational diabetes and
coronary artery calcium
(CAC) in midlife, accord-
ing to a study.

CAC refers to the build-
up of calcium deposits in
the walls of the coronary
arteries, which supply
blood to the heart. It is
a significant indicator of
heart disease risk.

The findings, published
in JAMA Cardiology, sug-
gest that gestational dia-
betes is a marker of pre-
pregnancy cardiovascular
health. It also underscores
the importance of health-
care providers in helping
patients improve their
cardiovascular health both
prior and after pregnancy.

"We need to optimise
cardiovascular health
early in the life course,"
said lead author Natalie
Cameron, instructor in the
Department of Medicine's
Division of General Inter-

nal Medicine at Northwest-
ern University, US.

In the study, the inves-
tigators analysed patient
data originally collected
from 1985 to 2010. Of
the more than 1,000 par-
ticipants included in the
cohort, the average age

was 28.6 years.

All participants had at
least one singleton birth
and did not have pre-preg-
nancy diabetes.

Overall, the investi-
gators found that par-
ticipants with poor pre-
pregnancy cardiovascular

health compared to those
with better pre-pregnan-
cy cardiovascular health
were more likely to have
a pregnancy complicated
by gestational diabetes
and were more likely to
develop CAC.

"Patients with gesta-
tional diabetes and other
adverse pregnancy out-
comes should follow up
with a primary care pro-
vider so we can optimise
heart health after preg-
nancy," Cameron said.

"We need to take a good
pregnancy history, ask
about lifestyle behaviours
such as diet and physical
activity, and screen for
cardiovascular disease
risk factors. Then we can
work with patients to help
them optimise their heart
health throughout their
life course," she added.

The researchers also
urged revamping post-
partum primary care
for women with adverse
pregnancy outcomes to
seamlessly help patients
get from obstetrics to a
primary care provider.
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Subject: - Grant of Registration of Paying
Guest House/Home stay under the name
and style “ZABARWAN SERAI” Situated at
170 LAM BAGTOO, BRIEN, NISHAT 191121,
J&K, INDIA

PUBLIC NOTICE

Where, | Mrs. /Munira Jan W/o SYED NIAZ AHMED
SHAH R/0170 LAM BAGTOO, BRIEN, NISHAT 191121,
J&K INDIA intends to apply in the office of Prescribed
Authority of Directorate of Tourism Kashmir for
registration of my proposed Paying Guest House /
Home Stay under the name and style “ZABARWAN
SERAI" Situated at 170 LAM BAGTOO, BRIEN, NISHAT
191121, J&K INDIA under the Tourist Trade Act
1978/82/2011.

Whereas, | will submit Landownership Certificate
from Concerned Tehsildar with attested photographs
of the unit through Dy. Commissioner concerned,
Rent/Lease Deed/Partnership Deed/Affidavit issued
by concerned Sub-Registrar, Judicial Magistrate (if
applicable NOC from the owner to the effect that
the property can be used as Home stay), Character
Certificate of the applicant from the concerned
Police Station, undertaking from the owner as self
declaration, Public Notice inviting objections, if any
in print media, list of family members Name, Age,
and Photograph self attested by owner, Photographs
of the unit as mentioned in the application (each of
exterior and individual bed rooms and bathrooms),
Inspection report by the Committee (The
recommendation of the inspection Committee shall
decide whether to issue a registration to the unit or
not keeping in view, the type of accommodation and
amenity, adhar card.

Now before my case is processed for registration
by the Prescribed Authority. The matter is hereby
notified for information of general Public/
organizations for objections if any and the same
should reach to the office of Prescribed Authority
within a period of 7 days from the publication of
this notice in leading local newspaper of the Valley.
Objections received beyond the period of 7 days from
the date of publication shall not be entertained and
the case shall be processed under rules as per merit.

Subject: Application for issuance of OBC certificate in favour of
AB QAYOOM MIR S/O MOHD ASSADULLAH MIR R/O HAIL Tehsil
KREERI for the issuance of income dependent certificate in his/her/

their favor

T..

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the under
signefor the issuance of income Dependent certificate. In this
connection a report of patwari halga concerned has been sought which
reveals that the applicant family consists of ( 06 ) members and the
annual income of the applicant family from all sources consists of Rs

74000// ( the details of family of the applicant are as fallows
DISHADA 43 wife House Wife

2..AARIB QAYOOM son 28 year. Labour
3...JANBAZ QAYOOM son 26 years
4..SAQLAN son 24 years

5.. SHAHIDA QAYOOM daughter 22 years H/M

it is further submitted that AB QAYOOM MIR S/O MOHD
ASSADULLAH MIR is Labour by profession and is sole earning hand
in the said family .The applicant needs income Dependent certificate
in favour of self if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay
order of said certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07

days, after that no objection shall be entertaine
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PUBLICNOTICE

I have lost RC of my Vehicle AUTO Berining
Registration No JK13B-2134 from Frestabal
Pampore to Pantha chowk .Now i have applied
for its duplicate. If anyone has any objection
to the same, they may kindly inform the ARTO
office Pulwama within a period of 7 days
After that No Objection will be entertained
.Name :- Nazir Ahmad Mir S/O ; Gh Qadir Mir
R/O Frestabal Pampore

PUBLICNOTICE

We chemrosh indoverseas are likely to start
business in j&k state so that it is invited for
general public if any body has any sort of
objection so that he /she can approch plant
protection officer lal mandi within the period
of 7 days after that no no objection will be
considered

State incharge ....MASRAT IQBAL TANTARY R/O
PALHALLAN PATTAN DISTT ....BARAMULLA

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PW(R&B) DIVISION BEERWAH

Near: Main Town Beerwah-193411E-mail: xenrnbbeerwah@gmail.com
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (forR

Government of Jammu & Kashmir UT

E-Tendering NIT No. 12-BRU of 2025-26/1958-64 Dated:-10-07-2025

For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tenders are invited on %age basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works:-

work

Buildin

TWO COVER SYSTEM ((above Rs. 2.50 Crores)

)

S. Name of Work Adv. Cost Cost of T/Doc. Earnest Money Time of Class of Ma:\oc rc:::::l of

No (Rs. In Lacs) incl. cost of GST | (In Rupees) | CDR/FDR/BG(Rs. InLacs) | completion (Days) | Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Construction of 06 roomed Double Storied Building UT Capex Budget

1. atHsS Khag Budgam 318.64 5500 637280 36 months AAY 2023-24
Project Authority: = Director School Education Kashmir
Position of AAA = Accorded
Position of TS = Sanctioned
Position of Funds = Committed

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 10-07-2025

2. | Period of downloading of bidding documents 10-07-2025

3. Date, Time and place of pre-bid meeting 12-07-2025 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the Superintending Engineer (R&B) Circle Budgam

4, Bid submission Start Date 14-07-2025 From 10.00 A.M

5. Bid Submission End Date 31-07-2025 upto 4.00 P.M

7. Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online) 01-08-2025 at 11.00 AM in the Office of the Superintending Engineer (R&B) Circle Budgam

8. Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online) To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed

The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.

gov.in as per below schedule:

1.

Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document (as mentioned above) in shape of Treasury challan Receipt (under M.H-0059) in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Beerwah (Tender Inviting Authority), (The Date of Treasury Challan,

must be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date).

2.

At the time of tendering all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to Rs. 637280/- of the Advertised Cost in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the Tender Receiving Authority i.e.Office of the Superintending Engineer (R&B) Circle
Budgam(The Date of Earnest money must be between the date of start of bid and bid submission end date). The successful bidder will have to provide Performance security @ 5% of allotted cost in shape of CDR/FDR/BG before the contract award. The earnest money/

bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the submission of performance security @ 5% of the allotted cost, which will be released after successful completion of the DLP.
Bidders can resubmit/withdraw the bids as specified.

3.
4.

The date and time of opening of Financial-Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The Financial-bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened

online in the Office of the Superintending Engineer (R&B) Circle Budgam.XThe date for same shall be intimated separately.

No.:EE/BRU/2025-26/1958-64
Dated:- 10-07-2025

DIP No:DIPK-3606/25
Received Dt-12-07-2025 |Publishing Dt-13-07-2025

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
(R&B) Division Beerwah

WORLD EXPO 2025 : India’s Sprint Shines on Global Stage

Vande Bharat and Chenab Bridge Take
Spotlight at World Expo 2025 in Osaka

New Delhi: Vande Bharat
and Chenab Bridge have
emerged as a star attraction
at the ongoing World Expo
2025 in Osaka, Japan, drawing
enthusiastic ~ crowds  and

Chenab River in

high praise from Japanese
visitors for its remarkable
journey of modernisation and
technological innovation.

Held at Yumeshima, an
artificial island on 0saka’s
waterfront, the World Expo
2025 opened its doors on
April 13 and will continue
till  October 13, welcoming
millions of visitors from across
the globe. Amid the vibrant
international  exhibits, the
Indian Pavilion, particularly
the section dedicated to
Indian Railways, has become
a focal point of admiration.

In  the showcase, the

@ 00 o

and Kashmir; the iconic Anji
Khad Bridge, India’s first

magnificent Chenab Bridge,
the world’s highest Railway
bridge soaring across the
Jammu

cable-stayed rail bridge in
the challenging Himalayan
terrain; the state-of-the-
art Vande Bharat Express
trains, known for their speed
and passenger comfort;
and many more latest
advancements in electric
locomotives underscore
India’s commitment  to
sustainable mobility.

Several Japanese visitors
gathered around the Indian
Railways exhibit, keenly
listening to presentations
about the genesis of one
of the world’s largest Rail
networks and its incredible
transformation over the
decades. The blend of
engineering marvels and
sustainable technology left
many in awe. Visitors have

praised not only the scale
of the projects but also
India’s vision of integrating
modern infrastructure
with environmental
consciousness.

The theme for the Expo
2025 is "Designing Future
Society for Our Lives", with
three sub-themes, namely -
Saving Lives,

Empowering

vision
inclusive  and
transportation.
interactive

sessions
immersive digital
Indian Railways
engaging global
reinforcing its image as a
modern, innovative and eco-
conscious mobility leader.

Lives and

Connecting Lives , beautifully
aligns with Indian Railways’
of delivering

safe,
sustainable

Through
and

displays,
is actively
audiences,
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Engines shut down due to fuel
‘cutoff’ within seconds leading
to Jun 12 crash : Probe

UNI
NEW DELHI, JULY 12

A Preliminary report on
the Air India flight A1171
crash in Ahmedabad on
June 12 today revealed
that fuel cutoff switches
were moved from 'run' to
‘cutoff' within a second of
each other which led to the
tragedy.

The crash led to i270
people loosing their lives.

The report reveals that
within 90 seconds of take
off, both engines of the
aircraft shut down unex-
pectedly during the initial
climb leading to a loss of
thrust and rapid descent.
After the switches of both
engines flipped, the Boeing
787 Dreamliner immedi-
ately shut down mid-air
seconds after take-off and
began to lose thrust and
sink down, the report by
India's Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau AIB)
said.

"The aircraft achieved
the maximum recorded
airspeed of 180 Knots IAS
at about 08:08:42 UTC
and immediately thereaf-
ter, Engine 1 and Engine
2 fuel cutoff switches
transitioned from RUN to
CUTOFF position one after
another with a time gap of
01 sec. The Engine N1 and
N2 began to decrease from
their take-off values as the
fuel supply to the engines
was cut off," the 15-page
report said.

The pilots attempted
to restart the engines by
moving the fuel control
switches back to the 'run’
position. Engine 1 started
to recover but Engine 2
was unable to arrest core
speed deceleration despite

repeated attempts to rein-
troduce fuel and increase
core speed acceleration.

The report also revealed
that just seconds before
the aircraft lost power
and went down near
Ahmedabad airport, one
pilot asked the other why
he had cut off fuel to the
engines, the second pilot
reportedly denied, saying,
"did not do so."

"In the cockpit voice
recording, one of the pilots
is heard asking the other
why he cut off. The other
pilot responded that he did
not do so," the report said.

"The EAFR recording
stopped at 08:09:11 UTC At
about 08:09:05 UTC, one
of the pilots transmitted
“Mayday Mayday Mayday
”. The Air Traffic Control-
ler (ATC) enquired about
the call sign but did not get
any response and saw the
aircraft crashing outside
the airport boundary.

Significantly the report
rules out any doubt about
the fitness of the pilots to
operate the ill-fated flight.
“The crew of flight AI171
arrived at the airport
and underwent preflight
Breath Analyzer test at
06:25 UTC and were found
fit to operate the flight. The
crew is seen arriving at the
boarding gate in the CCTV

recording at about 07:05
UTC (12:35 IST).”

It also rules out any
shortage of fuel or bird
activity in the adjoining
areas.

“Fuel on board was
54,200 Kgs and as per the
load and trim sheet of the
flight, the Take-off Weight
was 2,13,401 Kgs (Max.
allowed - 2,18,183 Kgs). The
take-off weight was within
allowable limits for the
given conditions.”

"There was no ‘Danger-
ous Goods’ on the aircraft."

The report also ruled
out any bird activity saying
“No significant bird activ-
ity is observed in the vicin-
ity of the flight path.”

Boeing in its initial rec-
tion to the catastrophe
said they would “continue
to support” the investiga-
tion and the customers.
The aviation company said
it would defer to the AIIB
probe to provide infor-
mation about AI 171, id
adherence with the United
Nations International Civil
Organization Protocol.'

'Our thoughts remain
with the loved ones of the
passengers Nd crew on
board Air India Flight 171 as
well as everyone affected
on the ground in Ahmed-
abad. We continue to
support the investigation

and our customer. We will
defer to the AAIB to pro-
vide information about Al
171 in adherence with the
United Nations Interna-
tional Protocol known as
Annex 13,' it said in a state-
ment.

Air India in a statement
acknowledged that it had
received the preliminary
report by AAIB and is
working closely with stake-
holders and would contin-
ue to fully cooperate with
AAIB and other authorities
as their investigation pro-
gresses.

"We stand in solidar-
ity with the families and
those affected by the AIl71
accident. We continue to
mourn the loss and are
fully committed to provid-
ing support during this
difficult time. We acknowl-
edge receipt of the prelimi-
nary report released by the
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) today,
12 July 2025. Air India is
working closely with stake-
holders, including regula-
tors. We continue to fully
cooperate with the AAIB
and other authorities as
their investigation pro-
gresses."

Air India, however, did
not comment on the find-
ings of the report saying
“Given the active nature
of the investigation, we
are unable to comment on
specific details and refer
all such enquiries to the
AAIB.”

The Report said “Inves-
tigation is continuing and
the investigation team will
review and examine addi-
tional evidence, records
and information that is
being sought from the
stakeholders.”

CJI Gavai urges lawyers to uphold
integrity, mental health, and inclusion

UNI
HYDERABAD, JULY 12

Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Justice Bhushan Ram-
krishna Gavai, CJI was
delivering the convoca-
tion address at the 22nd
Annual Convocation of
NALSAR University of Law,
Hyderabad today.

During his address he
urged the legal frater-
nity to uphold integrity,
remain grounded in legal
fundamentals, seek men-
torship, and prioritise
mental well-being.

Praising NALSAR’s
journey since its incep-
tion in 1998, Justice Gavai
described the institution
as a beacon of legal schol-
arship in South Asia.

“NALSAR has carved a
distinct identity not just
in India but across the
region, with its academic
excellence and commit-
ment to the spirit of law,”
he said, highlighting its
research in areas like dis-
ability rights, gender jus-
tice, tribal rights, law and
technology, and constitu-
tional governance.

He acknowledged the
achievements of NALSAR
alumni many of whom sub-
sequently became senior
advocates in the High
Courts and the Supreme
Court, legal scholars,
policy experts, and inter-
national researchers.
“Today, you are not just
receiving degrees- you are
joining a living tradition of
impact and integrity,” he
told the graduates.

Justice Gavai offered

candid advice about the
challenges of the legal
profession. “It is noble
and important- but never
easy. You will often ques-
tion yourself and face
pressures, but your belief,
persistence, and presence
will keep you going,” he
said.

Highlighting the often-
overlooked issue of mental
health, he called it a vital
strategy for survival in the
legal world. “This profes-
sion can be emotionally
isolating and mentally
demanding. Self-care is
not indulgence—it is pres-
ervation,” he said, quoting
activist Audre Lorde.

He also addressed
structural inequalities in
the legal system. Citing
global research, he noted
that access to opportu-
nity often depends more
on institutional pedigree
than on merit. “This is
unfair, but real. We must

confront this reality with-
out accepting it,” he said,
urging the profession to
become more inclusive
and equitable.

Encouraging students to
build strong legal founda-
tions, he emphasised the
importance of mastering
the basics- constitutional
law, contract law, civil
and criminal procedure.
“There is no shortcut to
legal excellence,” he said.
“Trends will come and
go, but clarity in funda-
mentals will carry you
through.”

Speaking on mentor-
ship, he called it a game-
changer. “Not everything
can be learned from
books or judgments.
Some lessons are passed
on through conversation,
guidance, and encourage-
ment,” he said. “Seek men-
tors with integrity, and
one day, become a mentor
yourself.”

Justice Gavai also
advised students to care-
fully consider foreign edu-
cation. “A foreign degree
is not a stamp of worth.
Do not put yourself or
your family under finan-
cial stress for validation,”
he said, advocating for
thoughtful planning over
peer pressure.

Calling for investment in
India’s postgraduate legal
education and research,
he said, “We must build
nurturing academic eco-
systems that retain and
welcome talent, restore
dignity to legal research,
and offer transparent
opportunities.”

He ended his address
with heartfelt advice to the
graduates: “Never ignore
five things- friends, family,
books, hobbies, health,
and imagination. The law
is not just a profession-
it is a canvas to express,
reform, and heal.”

The convocation was
presided over by Justice
Sujoy Paul, Acting Chief
Justice of the Telangana
High Court and Chancel-
lor of NALSAR. Telangana
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy and Supreme Court
Judge Justice P S Narasim-
ha graced the ceremony as
Guests of Honour.

Several other judges of
the Supreme Court and
High Courts of Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh,
along with Telangana Min-
isters, were present at the
convocation, celebrating
the achievements of grad-
uating students, postgrad-
uates, and Ph.D. scholars.

PM hails inclusion of Maratha military
landscapes in UNESCO World Heritage list

.

UNI
NEW DELHIL, JULY 12

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today expressed
pride and joy over the
inclusion of the Maratha
military landscapes of
India in the UNESCO
World Heritage List.

He also urged the citi-
zens to visit the inscribed
heritage of 12 historic
forts,11 located in Maha-
rashtra and one in Tamil
Nadu.

In a statement, the
Prime Minister highlight-
ed the enduring legacy
of the Maratha empire,
describing it as synony-
mous with good gover-
nance, military prowess,
cultural pride, and a deep
commitment to social wel-

fare. “Great rulers inspire
us with their refusal to
bow to any injustice,” he
remarked.

Urging citizens to visit
these forts, the Prime
Minister emphasised the
importance of engaging
with India’s rich histori-
cal and cultural heritage.

Modi also recalled his
2014 visit to Raigad Fort,

sharing a photograph in
which he paid tribute to
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj. He described the visit
as a cherished memory.

Responding to a social
media post by UNESCO
announcing the inscrip-
tion, the Prime Minister
stated:

“Every Indian is elated
with this recognition.

These ‘Maratha Military
Landscapes’ include 12
majestic forts, 11 of which
are in Maharashtra and
one in Tamil Nadu. When
we speak of the glori-
ous Maratha empire, we
associate it with good
governance, military
strength, cultural pride,
and emphasis on social
welfare. The great rulers
inspire us with their refus-
al to bow to any injustice.
I call upon everyone to go
visit these forts and learn
about the rich history of
the Maratha empire.”

He shared photographs
from his visit to Raigad
Fort, noting, “Had the
opportunity to bow to
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj. Will always cherish
that visit.”

NIA arrests key conspirator in ISIS
Pune sleeper module case

UNI
PUNE JULY 12

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has arrested
a suspected terrorist asso-
ciated with the Islamic
State (ISIS) in connection
with a planned terror con-
spiracy.

NIA in a statement today
said that the 11th accused
Rizwan Ali, along with the
10 other accused, had con-
spired to commit a series
of terror acts to destabilize
the country and spread
communal disharmony.

The accused, Rizwan
Ali, is known by multiple
names Sami Ali, Abul
Salina, and Danish, was
apprehended from Luc-
know.

He is a resident of the
Daryaganj area in Delhi.

The arrest comes as part
of an ongoing investigation
into attempts to carry
out terror attacks
across major
Indian cities
including Pune
and Mumbai.

The case first
surfaced in 2023
when two indi-
viduals were arrest-
ed in Pune’s Kothrud
area in connection with a
motorcycle theft. During
the probe, authorities dis-
covered their involvement
in a larger terror plot,
including plans to launch
attacks across the coun-
try. Further investigation
revealed that the duo had

been residing in the Kond-
hwa area of Pune.

A police raid at their
residence in Kondhwa led

i to the seizure of

bomb-making
materials and
\ documents
containing
sensitive
information
related to
key defence
establishments

of the city. Initially
handled by the Anti-Ter-
rorism Squad (ATS), the
case was later transferred
to the NIA.

Upon taking over the
investigation, the NIA dis-
covered the accused had
links with ISIS operatives
active in Pune, Mumbai,

and Thane. It was also
found that these individu-
als were trying to radical-
ize and recruit local youth
into the terror network. A
case was filed by the NIA
against 11 suspects, includ-
ing a doctor from Pune.

Rizwan Ali had been on
the run since the case was
registered. He was actively
involved in training others
in the use of Improvised
Explosive Devices (IEDs)
and firearms. His arrest is
considered a significant
breakthrough in the Pune
terror conspiracy case.

In addition to Rizwan
Ali, ten others have been
named in the charge sheet
filed under the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA).

Kerala has devised several
strategies to contain Nipah:
Dr. Rajan Khobragade

UNI

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY 12

In view of the rising
Nipah cases, the Health
Department in Kerala
has devised and imple-
mented several strategies
across the state to con-
tain the epidemic, said
Dr. Rajan Khobragade,
Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Health and Family
Welfare.

Dr. Khobragade made
these remarks while inau-
gurating an international
conference on 'Nipah
and Other Zoonotic Spill-
overs - Integrating Health
Strategies for Prevention'
held here yesterday and
emphasized the need for
collaboration.

Pointing out the state
Government's commit-
ment to detecting and
containing epidemics
that have affected the
state since 2019, he high-
lighted the importance
of One Health concept
in the current scenario
and sought support from
institutions such as the
Institute of Advanced
Virology to strengthen
the public health system
in the state.

The conference was
organized in collabora-
tion with the Department
of Infectious Diseases,
Government Medical
College, Thiruvanantha-
puram, and the Kerala
One Health Centre for
Nipah Research and
Resilience.

Dr. Simmi Tiwari, Joint
Director of the National

Centre for Disease Con-
trol, congratulated the
Government of Kerala
for establishing the Insti-
tute of Advanced Virol-
ogy (IAV), stating that
the institute has already
made a mark in the field
of virology and can sig-
nificantly contribute to
improving public health
and epidemic prepared-
ness in both the state and
the country.

She emphasized the
need to expand diagnos-
tic facilities for the timely
detection of zoonotic
spillover infections that
frequently impact the
state.

Sessions on various
topics were delivered by
eminent international
and national experts,
including Dr. Emily
Gurley, Professor of
the Practice, Infectious
Disease Epidemiology,
Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, Baltimore, USA; Dr.
Vidya Arankalle, Nation-
al Institute of Virology,
Pune; Dr. Guruprasad
R. Medigeshi, Professor,
IISER Tirupati; Dr. Sobha
Mammen, Professor,
CMC Vellore; Dr. Ummer
Karadan, Baby Memorial
Hospital, Kozhikode; Dr.
Sheen Job, Consultant,
Union Ministry of Health
& Family Welfare; Dr.
Biju Soman, Sree Chitra
Tirunal Institute for Med-
ical Sciences and Tech-
nology; Dr. Sreelekshmi
M, National Institute of
Virology, Pune; and Dr.
Jon Epstein, Epidemiolo-
gist, One Health Science,
USA.

ED files supplementary
chargesheet against MLA in
MSCB laundering case

UNI

MUMBAL JULY 12

Troubles mounted for NCP (Sharad Pawar faction)

MLA Rohit Pawar as the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
filed a supplementary chargesheet against him in con-
nection with the Maharashtra State Cooperative Bank
(MSCB) scam.

The chargesheet has been submitted under the pro-
visions of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), in a special court in Mumbai.

The court has yet to take cognizance of the supple-
mentary chargesheet. The development is seen as a
major blow to the Pawar family, a prominent political
dynasty in Maharashtra.

Before filing the chargesheet, the ED had already
attached assets worth over rupees 50 crore belonging
to Rohit Pawar’s company, Baramati Agro.

In January 2023, the ED conducted raids at several
locations, including premises linked to Baramati Agro.
Subsequently, Rohit Pawar, who represents the Karjat-
Jamkhed constituency, was summoned to the ED’s
Mumbai office for questioning.

In March 2023, the ED provisionally attached assets
worth Rs 50.20 crore, which included 161.30 acres of
land in Kannad (Aurangabad district), a sugar factory,
machinery, and buildings. The ED alleges that the
properties originally belonged to Kannad Cooperative
Sugar Factory Ltd. (Kannad SSK) and were acquired by
Baramati Agro through a "fraudulent auction process."

The agency contends that these properties repre-
sent "proceeds of crime" and that the acquisition vio-
lates anti-money laundering laws.

Four killed as car hits goods-laden

truck in West Medinipur

UNI
KOLKATA, JULY 12

Four people were killed when their Scorpio on a high
speed jumped the divider and fell on the other lane on
NO 16 NH and hit a tomato-laden truck at Rani Sarai
under Belda in West Bengal's West Medinipur, police
said today. All the victims, the residents of Asansol in
West Burdman, were the occupants of Scorpio, which
turned into a mangle of scrap by the impact of the
violent accident. Only one occupant was identified
as Atanu Guha. All the victims were taken to Belda
hospital where medics declared all dead. The accident
happened around 6 am when the victims were travel-
ling towards Baleswar in Odisha and the truck on the
other lane was heading in the opposite direction.
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Joe Root Suggests Cap on
Ball Change Requests

m United News of India

LONDON: Joe Root has proposed thateach
team be given three chances to swap the ball
over the course of 80 overs in a bid to ease
frustration overthe repeated changing of the
Dukes ball during England's home Test series
with India. His suggestion, at the end of the
second day's play in the third Test at Lord's,
came afterIndia had expressed their displea-
surewith thereplacement for the second new
ball, which came after just 10.3 overs of use.

JaspritBumrah had taken three wicketsin
hisfirst 14 deliveries with the original, but his
side was unable to take another during the
first session with Jamie Smith and Brydon
Carse at the crease.

The ball was changed again, 48 deliveries
afterthe previous change, theincidentadding
tocriticismofthe Dukesballduringthisseries,
anddatingbackfiveyears, overitslossofshape
and becoming soft too quickly.

"Ipersonally think thatifyouwanttokeep
getting the ball changed then each team gets
three challenges every 80 overs and that's it,
ifyouwanttogetitchanged,” Root said when
asked about the issue at the close of play. "But

the rings have to be the right size, not too big.

"That would be a nice way of compromis-
ing and saying it's not all on the manufac-
turer. Sometimes these things happen but
you can't just keep asking and wasting time
and slowing the game downatthe sametime."

But Root, who had been unbeaten on 99
overnight and brought up his 37th Test cen-
tury with the first ball of the morning, also
suggested teamsneeded toadapttoconditions
regardless and get on with the game.

"Idon't know the ins and outs of how they
make it," he said. "I do know that they're
handmade so you're never going to get two
ballsexactly the same.Idothink thissummer
has been a bit of an anomaly for us. We're not
used to getting this much sun and this much
heatand squaresashardand outfieldsas firm
so whether that plays a part or not [I don't
know]. "It's one of those things where if the
ballsaregoing out of shape, youchange them,
and you don't make a big deal out of it.  don't
think it's the end of the world. I think it adds
a different dynamic to the game and you've
gottobe skilful enoughtoadapttothe chang-
es,whetherit stops swingingor starts swing-
ing or does a little bit more."

Over rates also came under scrutiny for a
second day running. After seven overs were
lost on a slow opening day, a further 15 were
left unbowled when stumps were called at
6.33pm on the second evening.

"I don't want to get myself in trouble by
trying to rewrite the thing but I think that's
one way of policing the ball thing," Root said.
"Interms of overrates, it can be quite difficult
onaday like today. We're not used to this, are
we? Thirty [degrees] in England feels like 45
elsewhere.Butlguessjusttryandkeepontop
of it as much as you can."

Bumrah said he didn't have a clear mem-
ory of the ball being changed during his two
previous tours of England in 2018 and 2021
or the two World Test Championship finals
he has played.

"The ball changes, I don't really control
that,” Bumrah said. "Obviously I don't real-
ly want to lose out on money because I
worked very hard, [ bowled a lot of overs,
so [ don't want to say any controversial
statementand get my match fees deducted.
But we were bowling with the ball that we
were given and that's how it is. We can't
change it, we can't fight it.
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TRAFFIC POLICE JAMMU ZONE
AT YOUR SERVICE{24X7%

RANGEIRAREICIHOPANMU

2 0191-2461338

@ digtficimu@ijkpolice.gov.in

O 170063 17443
1298127146

TRAFFIC CONTROL UNIT | | TRAFFIC CONTROL UNIT
JAMMU NHW - RAMBAN

FOR ENQUIRY/RSSISTANCE FOR ENQUIRY/ASSISTANCE
/COMPLAINTS /COMPLAINTS

= 0191-2459048 | | @ 34199 93745 -
o 99060 23617
9091477132 | | B ga919 28625
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@ teujammu0i@gmail.com

Yatra -202$

Traffic Advisory

The yatris, travelling to seek blessings of Shri Amarnath Ji, in
their own/rented cars/buses or any other mode, are
requested to travel in the main Yatra convoy only, starting
from Bhagwati Nagar Jammu daily; in the interest of
smooth and secure conduct of Shri Amarnath ji Yatra 2025.

TRAFFIC CONTROL UNIT
JAMMU - RURAL

FOR ENQUIRY/ASSISTANCE
/COMPLAINTS

KATHUA - SAMBA

88990 41441

RAJOURI-POONCH
94193 24490

@ Snl"“"alim“@iknn“ﬂe-ulw.i“ @ ssn“c“nw@ikn““ce_gn“in

HELP US TO SERVE YOU BETTER § TRAFFIC POLICE JAMMU ZONE
Space Devoted in Public Interest by HEADLINES TODAY

TOLL FREE

1800 180 7043

@dipr_jk

B @informationprik f Information & PR, J&K x @diprjk
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REG. NO.: A-3998

| i Dr. SYED FURQANA BUKHARI i
‘ all:
6005590743

Dental Surgeon, MIDA
1 Ex Resident Govt, Dental College Srinagar
> Fellowship in Medical Cosmotology
y {"_———__\
B e . 7 N
3l =

DENTAL & FACIAL
PUBLICATIONS

Cell. 3143442131 | 9413007373

Ll
AUTO MOBILES

ALL INSURANCE CLAIMS ARE ACCEPTED HERE
ALSO INSLIRANCE FACILITY ARE AVAILABLE HERE.

BAJAJ ALLIANZ | RELIANCE | HDFC EGRO | DIGIT | ICICI LOMBARD | LIBERTY INSURANCE ETC

HDFC
ERGO

AESTHETICS

COSMETIC SERVICES

» Medifacial  Hydrafacial
» Face PRP - Vampire facial

DENTAL SERVICES

» Root canal treatment

BBAJAJ » Painless tooth extraction

Allianz @ ONE STOP SOLUTION FOR ALL ¢ » Crowns and Bridges « Microneedling « Mesotherapy
SRR - » Fixed orthodontic treatment » Advanced Chemical peels
r n I n g + Removable Partial denture + Hair PRP & GFC « Botox
+ Complete Dentures « Skin Rejuvination
NEEDS

» Esthetic Restorations » Acne & Scar treatment

» Teeth Whitening » Mole & skin tag Removal

« Scaling/Teeth Cleaning & Polishing « Micro dermaabration

+ Smile designing « Lip fillers « Laser hair Reduction
» Dental Implants » Carbon Laser facial

+ Oral Health Counselling » Black doll facial « Party peels

« Digital X-ray + Photo facial + Tattoo Removal

» Disimpections « Melasma treatment

» Pediatric Dentistry
FREE
CHECKUP

¢ NEWSPAPER | BOOKS | FLYERS
LOGO | FLEX | MAGAZINES
VISITING CARDS | BROCHURES
3D BOARDS | COVER PAGES
WEDDING CARDS | CALLIGRAPHY
WALL PAINTINGS '

999038812 ==a
9419008414 - -
01942496287

QGund Hassi Bhat, Radio Colony, Lawaypora, Srinagar

: | Opposite SDH Kreeri,
ADDRESS: | -t for Generic Medical Store Building

Lunch off 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm

o0 ¢ &
CMK




	1
	2
	3,6,7
	4
	5
	8
	9
	11
	12
	HT-PAGE-10-1

