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Adventure Tourism Crucial 
for Kashmir: CM Omar

CM launches Mehmood Shah’s book “Valleys of Jammu and Kashmir”

CM Omar Meets 
Delegations at 
Raabita

 � HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JULY 14: Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah today met several delegations at the 
Public Outreach Office, Raabita here, and held 
wide-ranging discussions on development, 
overall functioning of Institutions and public 
welfare issues.

Dr. Mohd. Jaffar Akhoon, Chief Executive 
Councillor from Kargil, led a deputation to 
apprise the Chief Minister of several challenges 
being faced by students and patients from 
Ladakh, particularly from Kargil, in different 
educational and healthcare institutions across 
Jammu and Kashmir. The deputation also raised 
various civic issues affecting the residents of 
Ladakh living in the J&K, seeking timely redressal 
and support.

Prof. Jawaid Iqbal, Vice Chancellor of Baba 
Ghulam Shah Badshah University (BGSBU), 
Rajouri, briefed the Chief Minister about the 
functioning of the university. The VC discussed 
several ongoing academic and administrative 
initiatives at the university and sought the Chief 
Minister’s support for strengthening higher

TURN ON PAGE 2

Will Work With All for Ladakh’s 
Development: Kavinder

 � HT News Desk

JAMMU, JUL 14: After holding several key positions 
including as Deputy Chief Minister and Speaker of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly, senior BJP leader 
Kavinder Gupta, who is poised to start a new innings 
as the Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh, on Monday

TURN ON PAGE 2

 � HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JULY 14: Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah today said that 
in order to promote repeat tourism 
in Kashmir, it is essential to offer 
something new and refreshing each 
time—like adventure tourism.

He was speaking at the launch 
of the book “Valleys of Jammu and 
Kashmir – A Tribute to the Soul of 
Jammu and Kashmir” authored by 
Mehmood A. Shah, Managing Direc-
tor, Kashmir Power Distribution 
Corporation Limited, at a local hotel 
here.

“If we aspire to promote repeat 
tourism, we must recognize that 
tourists won’t return solely for our 
Mughal gardens or the Tulip bloom, 

nor just for the gondola rides. They 
return when offered something 
new—something refreshing each 
time. Adventure tourism provides 
exactly that. No two experiences 
are ever the same. The trail looks 
different in the morning than it does 
at sunset. Each trek offers a unique 
story,” the Chief Minister said.

Calling for preservation and 
promotion of the region’s historic 
trekking routes, he said these trails, 
connecting Jammu with Kashmir 
and Kashmir with Ladakh—are not 
just physical pathways, but cul-
tural corridors of heritage and sus-
tainable tourism.

“It is imperative that we market 
our trekking routes not just as a

TURN ON PAGE 2

Pahalgam Terror Attack

Sales of J&K’s Arts & 
Emporium Department hit
‘Sales dropped by Rs 2 cr in 
first quarter of current FY’

 � HT News Desk / KINS

SRINAGAR, JULY 14: In the aftermath of the terror attack in 
Pahalgam, the Jammu and Kashmir Arts and Emporium Depart-
ment has witnessed a sharp dip in its revenue, with sales declin-
ing by Rs 2 crore in the first quarter of the current fiscal year.

A senior official from the department said that the financial 
crisis has severely impacted its functioning. “After the Pahalgam 
attack, the sales went down by Rs 2 crore in the first quarter. We 
are already under pressure and struggling to manage day-to-day 
operations despite having cleared liabilities worth Rs 2.5 crore,” 
the official said.

The department, which plays a crucial role in promoting and 
preserving the region’s rich handicraft and artisan culture, is now 
facing an acute resource crunch. The official added that staff 
shortages have worsened the situation. “Out of 414 sanctioned 
posts, only 79 are currently filled. The department is even strug-
gling to pay salaries to the existing staff,” he revealed.

The Pahalgam attack, which triggered panic among tourists 
and dented the confidence of buyers and visitors, has had a cas-
cading impact on local businesses, especially those linked to the

TURN ON PAGE 2

Kavinder Gupta is New Lt. Governor Ladakh
 � HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JUL 14: Former 
Jammu and Kashmir deputy 
Chief Minister and senior BJP 
leader Kavinder Gupta has been 
appointed as the new Lt Gov-
ernor of Ladakh.

In a press communiqué, 
Gupta has been appointed the 
new Lt Governor following the 

resignation of Brig. (Dr) B D 
Mishra (Retd.) as LG Ladakh.

"The President of India has 
accepted the resignation of Brig. 
(Dr) B D Mishra (Retd.) as Lieu-
tenant Governor of Union Ter-
ritory of Ladakh. Kavinder 
Gupta has been appointed as 
new Lieutenant Governor," 
reads the communiqué.

TURN ON PAGE 2

Contribute to vision of Viksit Bharat 
@2047: Dr Jitendra to students

 � United News of India

JAMMU, JUL 14: Union Min-
ister of State, Dr. Jitendra Singh 
Monday delivered a powerful 
and engaging address at IIM 
Jammu, during its Orientation 
Programme, urging students to 
seize the moment and contrib-
ute meaningfully to the vision 
of Viksit Bharat @2047.

Earlier, the Minister inaugu-
rated a new hostel in the cam-
pus comprising four aesthetic 
blocks , together providing 688 
single rooms occupancy. He also 
noted that only last week, the 
union cabinet had authorised 
the Director Rs 200 cr tender 
approval.

In his keynote, Dr. Jitendra 
Singh stated, “You are born at 

a time when India is at the cusp 
of historic change. Your birth in 
this era is not your achievement, 
but how you use this opportu-
nity will define your legacy.” He 
described the youth as the true 
architects of Viksit Bharat, 
emphasizing their crucial role 
in shaping the India of 2047.

Dr. Jitendra Singh lauded
TURN ON PAGE 2

Harness ONDC to promote 
e-commerce: Dulloo

 � HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JULY 14: In a move to catalyze 
the growth of small businesses through digital 
integration, Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo Monday 
chaired a high-level meeting with the CEO of 
Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) to 
explore opportunities for leveraging the ONDC 
platform to promote e-commerce in J&K.

The meeting was attended by Principal Sec-
retary, Agriculture Production Department; 
Executive Director, J&K Bank; Secretary, Labour 
& Employment; Secretary, Tribal Affairs;Secretary 
in Industries & Commerce; Director General, 
Budget; Director, Labour & Employment; 

TURN ON PAGE 2

CS for 100% digital 
health records 
under ABDM

 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JULY 14: Chief Sec-
retary, Atal Dulloo Monday chaired 
a meeting to review implementation 
of the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mis-
sion (ABDM) in Jammu and Kashmir 
with a focus on ensuring seamless 
integration of healthcare data and 
digital services across the UT.

The meeting was attended by 
Secretary, Health & Medical Educa-
tion; Managing Director, ABDM; 
Principals of Government Medical 
Colleges; Director Coordination 
(Medical Colleges) and other senior 
officers of the Department.

Taking stock of the ongoing initia-
tives under ABDM, the Chief Secre-
tary underscored the urgency of 
linking patient health records with 
ABHA (Ayushman Bharat Health 
Account) IDs, emphasizing that no 

TURN ON PAGE 2

Fresh rains bring mercury down; 
MeT predicts flash floods

 � HT News Desk / KNO

SRINAGAR, JUL 14: After a recent rise in maximum tem-
peratures, the mercury has once again plummeted across the 
valley, with several parts recording rainfall on Monday. The 
weather department here has predicted continued wet weath-
er until 17 July.

According to the news agency—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), the recent rains further lowered temperatures in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Yellow and Orange alerts have been issued for J&K for the 
next week. “For Jammu division, an Orange alert has been

TURN ON PAGE 2

Govt Mulls De-Freezing Of 50% 
General Line Teacher Posts

 � HT News Desk / KNO

SRINAGAR, JUL 14: In a major develop-
ment, the government is mulling to de-
freeze the half of General Line Teachers 
(GLTs) posts that were freezed by the erst-
while State Administrative Council (SAC) 
in December-2018.

Pertinently, in 2018, the SAC had freez-
ed 6576 GLT posts for drawl of salaries of 
Rehbar-e-Taleem (ReTs) teachers.

According to the news agency—Kashmir 

News Observer (KNO), Education Minister 
Sakina Itoo in a review meeting has direct-
ed to de-freeze the posts of General Line 
Teachers.

“While deliberating on the issue of 
shortage of teaching staff in view of sub-
suming of General Line Teacher vacancies 
against the supernumerary posts created 
for RRET transition as per SAC decision of 
2018, it was directed that department shall 
move a proposal for de-freezing of

TURN ON PAGE 2

BJP MLAs protest 
in Jammu 

 � HT News Desk

JAMMU, JUL 14: The BJP legislative 
party on Monday staged a protest outside 
the Civil Secretariat and Assembly here, 
demanding the revocation of a govern-
ment order mandating Urdu as a compul-
sory language for the Naib Tehsildar 
recruitment examination in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The BJP has been opposing the move 
across Jammu for over three weeks, 

TURN ON PAGE 2

2.20 lakh devotees perform darshan in 12 days
13th batch of 6,143 pilgrims leaves from Jammu

Amarnath Yatra

UP Man Walks 111 Days to 
Reach Pahalgam for Yatra

 � HT News Desk

PAHALGAM, JUL 14: Harnam Prasad, a resident 
of Jasnagar in Uttar Pradesh, who has been under-
taking the Amarnath Yatra on foot, reached 

TURN ON PAGE 2

 � HT News Desk / KNO

SRINAGAR, JUL 14: The annual 
Amarnath Yatra has entered its 
twelfth day and continues to proceed 
smoothly, witnessing a steady rise 
in the number of pilgrims each day.

As of Monday, over 2.20 lakh 
devotees have offered prayers at 
the holy cave shrine since the pil-
grimage began on July 3.

Officials told the news agency—

Kashmir News Observer (KNO) that 
a total of 20,448 pilgrims performed 
‘darshan’ at the 3,800-meter-high 
holy cave shrine on Monday includ-
ing 14,145 men, 5,214 women, 242 
children, 84 sadhus, six sadhvis and 
757 security force personnel paid 
their respects at the holy cave shrine.

Over the last twelve days, a total 
of 2,20,511 pilgrims have under-
taken the ongoing pilgrimage, 
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Adventure.....
tourism product, but as part of our ecological and 

cultural legacy. We must not confine ourselves to 
markets where advisories act as obstacles. There are 
many countries with no such restrictions, whose tour-
ists would be eager to explore our terrain,” he said, 
calling for joint efforts with Ladakh to keep tradi-
tional routes alive and accessible.

Referring to the current situation, Omar Abdullah 
said it was unfortunate that the book is being released 
at a time when many of the trekking routes described 
in it remain inaccessible due to recent developments.

“Reading this book evokes both admiration and 
sadness. Admiration for the unmatched natural wealth 
we possess, and sadness because we are not able to 
experience or share it at present. It is my heartfelt hope, 
and indeed my effort, that these routes will soon be 
reopened for our youth, trekkers and visitors,” he said.

Reflecting on his personal regret at not having 
trekked these trails, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 
praised the author’s dedication and passion. “Mr. Shah 
is truly fortunate to have explored these routes over 
the last 20–25 years. His experiences, beautifully 
documented in this volume, reflect deep commitment 
and love for the land.”

The Chief Minister emphasized the need for digitiz-
ing the book to ensure wider accessibility. “If we want 
this work to benefit those who are truly interested in 
trekking, we must digitize it—perhaps through an app. 
Let the coordinates, photographs, anecdotes, and 
waypoints become a digital guide for adventure lovers,” 
he suggested.

He added that while the book will adorn coffee 
tables, its real value lies in becoming a functional 
resource that inspires exploration and fosters sustain-
able tourism.

On the occasion, Advisor to the Chief Minister Nasir 
Aslam Wani, and the author Mehmood A. Shah also 
spoke. The event was moderated by noted endocri-
nologist Dr. Shariq Masoodi and was attended by 
prominent figures from the travel, trade, tourism and 
media.

Omar Questions......
made to block his movement and restrict the 

democratic space.
"The same people who claim that their responsibil-

ity is only law and order, didn’t let us step out yesterday. 
I infomed the control room that I wanted to visit the 
graveyard, and within minutes, a security bunker was 
placed right outside my residence gate, it remained 
there till midnight."

He said that on Monday, without informing anyone, 
he decided to visit the graveyard quietly. "Even today, 
they shamelessly tried to stop us. A CRPF vehicle was 
parked in the middle of Nowhatta Chowk to block our 
movement. They even attempted to attack us," Omar 
alleged.

He questioned the legality of such actions. "Which 
law allows them to stop elected representatives from 
paying tribute to martyrs? Is this democracy or dicta-
torship? They say India is a free country, but treat us 
like slaves," he said.

Omar said that if he is a servant, he is a servant of 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir. "We are not anyone’s 
slaves. We are answerable to the people, not to uni-
formed officers who misuse power and violate the 
law."

Despite the alleged obstacles, Omar said they suc-
ceeded in offering prayers. "They thought we only 
come here on July 13. They forget these graves are here 
every day of the year. We will come whenever we want, 
July 12, 14, 15, December, January or February. How 
long will they stop us?" he asked.

Omar also claimed that police tried to seize their 
party flag. "They tried everything to stop us, block our 
way, tear our flag. But they failed. We paid our respects, 
and we will continue to honour our martyrs," he 
added.

A day after political leaders were stopped from 
visiting Mazaar-e-Shuhada in Srinagar due to restric-
tions, Jammu and Kashmir National Conference (JKNC) 
President Dr Farooq Abdullah, Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah, Deputy Chief Minister, Minister Javed Ahmad 
Dar, Minister Sakina Itoo, Advisor Nasir Aslam Wani, 
Chief spokesperson Tanvir Sadiq, provisional president 
Showkat Mir and other senior leaders visited the site 
to offer prayers and pay homage to the martyrs of July 
13, 1931.(KNS)

CM Omar.....
education in the region.
Sandeep Sharma, Zonal Head of ICICI Bank, also 

called on the Chief Minister and discussed matters 
related to the bank’s Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) initiatives. He informed the Chief Minister about 
the rescue vehicle provided for Dachigam and initiatives 
aimed at employment generation and community 
welfare.

Brigadier Deepak Sajjan Har from NCC, Srinagar, 
met the Chief Minister to present a memento in con-
nection with the NCC Everest Expedition–2025, high-
lighting the achievements and commitment of the NCC 
cadets to contribute to national pride and adventure 
sports activities.

Later, Sameer Baktoo, Chairman of the Travel Agents 
Association of India (TAAI), J&K Chapter, met the Chief 
Minister along with a visiting team from SKAL INTER-
NATIONAL. The team, currently on a visit from Mum-
bai, discussed the upcoming SKAL India Convention 
and proposed to make the event Kashmir-centric in 
the post-Yatra season, with an aim to promote the 
region’s tourism potential globally.

The Chief Minister gave a patient hearing to all 
deputations and assured appropriate action and con-
tinued government support as may be necessary.

Sales of J&K’s.....
tourism and handicrafts sector.
Officials said the department is in urgent need of 

financial and administrative support to continue its 
operations. “We appeal to the government to provide 
immediate assistance. Without support, the depart-
ment’s revival will be extremely difficult,” the official 

noted.
The Arts and Emporium Department has histori-

cally served as a key platform for local artisans, show-
casing traditional Kashmiri handicrafts, shawls, carpets, 
papier-mâché, and other products to tourists and 
national markets. The current setback raises concerns 
about the livelihood of hundreds of artisans who depend 
on the department for sales and exposure. (KINS)

Kavinder Gupta......
Meanwhile, Gupta said that it is a challenging 

assignment and he will work together with everyone 
for the development of the region.

“I am thankful to those who considered me worthy 
— be it the Honourable Prime Minister, the Honourable 
President, the Home Minister, or the national leadership 
— who have placed me in this position. I want to express 
my gratitude to all of them,” Gupta told reporters here.

He served as the Deputy Chief Minister of J-K from 
April 30, 2018, in the BJP-PDP government headed by 
Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti.

Gupta said there are “certainly challenges involved, 
but I accept them. I will try my best to serve the Union 
Territory.” The BJP leader, who also served as Speaker 
of the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly from 2014, said, 
“This is a big responsibility, and I am confident of fulfill-
ing it sincerely. We will work together with everyone 
(for the development of the region).” Hailing from 
Jammu city’s Janipur area, 66-year-old Gupta served 
as the Mayor of Jammu for a record three consecutive 
terms from 2005 to 2010 He served as general secretary 
of the BJP’s state unit and headed the J-K unit of the 
Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM) for two con-
secutive terms from 1993 to 1998.

Gupta was elected as an MLA for the first time from 
the Gandhi Nagar constituency, defeating sitting 
Congress minister Raman Bhalla in the 2014 Assembly 
elections.

Following the PDP-BJP alliance’s victory in the 2014 
Assembly elections, Gupta was unanimously elected 
as the Speaker of the House.

Gupta, who earlier also served as secretary of the 
Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP), spent about 13 months 
in jail during the Emergency as a Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) worker. (Agencies)

Will Work With.....
said that it is a challenging assignment and he 

will work together with everyone for the development 
of the region.

President Droupadi Murmu appointed Gupta as 
the new Lieutenant Governor of the Union Territory 
of Ladakh on Monday.

“I am thankful to those who considered me worthy 
— be it the Honourable Prime Minister, the Honourable 
President, the Home Minister, or the national leadership 
— who have placed me in this position. I want to 
express my gratitude to all of them,” Gupta told 
reporters here.

He served as the Deputy Chief Minister of J-K 
from April 30, 2018, in the BJP-PDP government 
headed by Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti.

Gupta said there are “certainly challenges involved, 
but I accept them. I will try my best to serve the Union 
Territory.” The BJP leader, who also served as Speaker 
of the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly from 2014, 
said, “This is a big responsibility, and I am confident 
of fulfilling it sincerely. We will work together with 
everyone (for the development of the region).” Hailing 
from Jammu city’s Janipur area, 66-year-old Gupta 
served as the Mayor of Jammu for a record three 
consecutive terms from 2005 to 2010 He served as 
general secretary of the BJP’s state unit and headed 
the J-K unit of the Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha 
(BJYM) for two consecutive terms from 1993 to 1998.

Gupta was elected as an MLA for the first time 
from the Gandhi Nagar constituency, defeating sitting 
Congress minister Raman Bhalla in the 2014 Assembly 
elections.

Following the PDP-BJP alliance’s victory in the 
2014 Assembly elections, Gupta was unanimously 
elected as the Speaker of the House.

Gupta, who earlier also served as secretary of 
the Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP), spent about 13 
months in jail during the Emergency as a Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) worker.

Contribute to......
the institute’s focus on student welfare and infra-

structure development, noting that such facilities not 
only enhance the residential experience but also 
contribute to a more productive academic environment. 
The Minister appreciated the aesthetic design and 
thoughtful layout of the hostel, emphasizing that 
world-class infrastructure is vital for nurturing talent 
and fostering innovation on campus.

Dr. Jitendra Singh highlighted that the Government’s 
youth-centric governance model has created a dynam-
ic ecosystem fostering education, innovation, startups, 
and research. He cited the National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020 as a game-changing reform that empow-
ers students with interdisciplinary choices. “You are 
no longer prisoners of subjects chosen by your parents. 
Today, you can blend literature with science, or man-
agement with medicine. That is true empowerment,” 
he said.

The Minister noted that structural reforms, such 
as the relaxation of General Financial Rules (GFRs) and 
empowering Directors to approve Global Tenders up 
to ₹200 crore, have significantly improved the ease 
of conducting research and managing institutions. 
These measures, he added, reflect the government’s 
deep trust in academic leadership and the scientific 
community. Touching upon India’s innovation journey, 
Dr. Jitendra Singh stated, “From just 350 startups a 
decade ago, India now has over 1.75 lakh startups—
creating 17.56 lakh jobs, more than many government 
recruitment initiatives.” He urged students to shift 
their mindset from being job seekers to becoming job 
creators, leveraging the enormous support available 
through various startup schemes.

Having been associated with IIM Jammu since its 
inception, Dr. Jitendra Singh lauded its dynamic growth 
and rapid strides in institutional development. “Among 

the IIMs established in the last 11 years, IIM Jammu 
has emerged as a standout performer,” he remarked. 
He also inaugurated a newly constructed four-block 
hostel complex, featuring 688 single-bed rooms, and 
commended the institute’s modern infrastructure and 
student-centric facilities.

He advised the institute to initiate in-house B2B 
startup meets, leveraging its proximity to IIT, AIIMS, 
IIIM, and the Institute of Mass Communication in 
Jammu. He said this rare cluster of premier institutions 
within a few kilometers offers an exceptional ecosys-
tem for interdisciplinary learning and early industry-
academic .

Dr. Jitendra Singh emphasized the democratization 
of aspiration, noting that students from remote and 
underrepresented regions are now excelling in top 
national institutions and services. “You will be the ones 
to celebrate India’s 100 years of independence in 2047. 
The responsibility of building Viksit Bharat lies with 
you. Take it not as a burden, but as a gift from destiny,” 
he said.

At the same time, he reminded students and fac-
ulty to use their newfound autonomy with responsibil-
ity, observing that “every freedom carries an inherent 
obligation. The purpose of relaxing controls is not for 
comfort, but for greater creativity and accountability.”

Among the prominent attendees were Prof. B.S. 
Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu; Dr. Shakti Gupta, Director, 
AIIMS Jammu; Prof. Manoj Singh Gaur, Director, IIT 
Jammu; Amitava Chatterjee, MD and CEO, J&K Bank; 
Prof. Upadhyay, Dean (Academics); and Dr. Sarbjeet 
Singh, along with esteemed members of the faculty 
and student community. (Agencies)

Fresh rains bring......
issued. There is a possibility of isolated heavy rains, 

thunderstorms, lightning, and gusty winds until 16 
July,” the details reveal. A Yellow alert has been issued 
for the division from 18 to 20 July.

The Yellow alert has also been issued for the Kash-
mir division for the next seven days.

Director of the Meteorological Department (MeT), 
Dr Mukhtar Ahmad, told KNO that generally cloudy 
weather is expected, with the possibility of intermittent 
spells of light to moderate rain and thundershowers 
at many places, with intense showers and heavy rain 
at a few locations until 17 July.

He said that fresh spells of rain and thundershow-
ers are expected at scattered places from 18 to 21 July.

Moreover, the MeT has issued an advisory saying 
that there is a possibility of intense showers at a few 
places in J&K, with heavy rain expected at isolated 
locations in Jammu division from July 14 to 17.

It added that flash floods are expected at vulner-
able sites, along with landslides, mudslides, and shoot-
ing stones.

Meanwhile, the Srinagar district administration 
has issued a weather advisory in view of the forecast 
of heavy rain, thunderstorms, and strong winds from 
14 July (today) to 17 July across parts of Kashmir, includ-
ing Srinagar.

Officials have advised residents, especially those 
living near the Jhelum River, its tributaries, and nearby 
streams, to stay away from water bodies during this 
period.

The advisory issued by the Government of Jammu 
and Kashmir, Office of the District Magistrate Srinagar, 
states that in light of the forecast of heavy rain and 
thunderstorms with strong winds, tourists, Shikara 
riders, sand extractors, and boat operators are advised 
to avoid travel on Dal Lake, the Jhelum River, and 
other water bodies until weather conditions improve.

It has urged people to remain alert and follow 
safety instructions. In case of emergencies or queries, 
the public can contact the District Emergency Opera-
tion Centre (DEOC), the Emergency Response Support 
System (ERSS), or the Police Control Room.

The important helpline numbers are: 0194-2457543 
/ 0194-2483651 / 0194-2457552; 9103998355 / 
9103998356 / 9103998357; 112; and 0194-2477567.

Govt Mulls......
50 percent of posts thereby extending the period 

from 2029 to 2034 so that new recruitment is under-
taken through JKSSB to infuse fresh manpower to the 
department,” Itoo directed.

About the filling of vacancies at different levels, the 
education minister further directed vacant posts 
especially CEOs, ZEOs, Principals and Head Masters be 
filled at an earliest.

In the meeting, instructions were issued for filing 
up of vacancies under promotion quota in all the 
cadres by July-31-2025 and submission of proposals 
for conduct of DPCs to the JKPSC simultaneously.

“The female literacy rate has been observed to be 
lower as compared to male literacy rate. Special focus 
should be given on the education of girl child and 100 
percent pass percentage be ensured at High and High-
er Secondary level,” the minister directed.

In the meeting, both the directors of school educa-
tion directed to work out the details of unutilized funds 
lying in the shape of drafts under the scheme ‘Beti 
Anmol’ and the same may be deposited back into the 
government treasury.

About the availability of school buildings and basic 
infrastructure, it was apprised in the meeting that 
some schools do not have their own school buildings 
and are functioning in rented buildings.

“Both the Directors shall furnish the proposals for 
construction of school buildings within available funds 
to ensure that all schools have their own buildings and 
sufficient class rooms,” the minister said.

BJP MLAs.....
holding protests and rallies at the district level. The 

party has warned of launching a region-wide agitation 
if the order is not withdrawn.

The MLAs of the saffron party arrived at the Civil 
Secretariat in the morning and staged a dharna, calling 
the order discriminatory and detrimental to the inter-
ests of Jammu’s youth.

Carrying placards highlighting injustice against 
Jammu’s youth, Dogras and other official languages of 
the union territory, the BJP leaders raised slogans against 

the government and National Conference leader 
Omar Abdullah, accusing the part of trying to 
create unrest in the region.

“We are staging a dharna against the decision 
to make Urdu mandatory for Naib Tehsildar 
examinations in Jammu and Kashmir, which is 
not acceptable to us,” BJP MLA and former min-
ister Sham Lal Sharma said.

He said, “Kashmir-centric parties, particu-
larly the National Conference, have been dis-
criminating against this region for decades. This 
is a fresh example of it.” Taking a swipe at the 
National Conference governments for decades-
long discrimination against Jammu and its 
people, he said “we thought their discrimina-
tory approach had changed after 2019, but it 
continues even today.” Issuing such an order is a 
clear attempt to deny jobs to Jammu’s youth in 
the examination. It also discriminates against 
other official languages, he alleged.

“By making Urdu mandatory for such impor-
tant posts in the government, the NC rulers have 
overruled previous provisions where knowing 
the language Urdu was not compulsory,” Sharma 
further said.

“We are holding protests to get it revoked. 
Youth are already on the streets protesting. The 
matter has been brought to the notice of the 
Lieutenant Governor as well and memorandums 
have been submitted through deputy commis-
sioners, but nothing has been done so far,” he 
said.

Sharma said that 14 BJP MLAs had even met 
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah over the issue. “His 
apparoch was positive. Still, no action has been 
taken, and tomorrow is the last day to apply for 
the posts.” “They are trying to create unrest in 
Jammu and are forcing us to go on agitation. All 
28 BJP MLAs have started it with today’s two-
hour-long token dharna,” he added.

The former minister further said that the 
party will soon announce its next course of action.

“We are warning the government not to play 
with the sentiments of the people of Jammu, who 
are fed up with the discriminatory attitude of 
Kashmir-centric rulers,” he said.

Other BJP MLAs also warned of an agitation 
if the Urdu language requirement is not with-
drawn for the examination advertised by the 
government.

“Making Urdu a compulsory subject in recruit-
ment for Naib Tehsildars is a gross injustice to the 
youth of the Jammu region,” BJP MLA Yudhvir 
Sethi said, adding that such injustice will not be 
tolerated.

The MLAs strongly opposed the decision and 
said it was a “deliberate attempt” to marginalise 
the youth of the Jammu region.

“This is a calculated move to deprive Jammu’s 
youth of equal opportunities,” Sethi added.

The imposition of Urdu, he said, reflects the 
divisive and exclusionary policies once pursued 
by the Omar Abdullah-led government.

“We will not allow the repetition of such 
injustice,” he said and added that the move is a 
clear violation of equal status accorded to mul-
tiple official languages, including Dogri, Hindi, 
Kashmiri, Urdu, and English. (Agencies)

Harness ONDC......
State Informatics Officer, NIC; Representative 

from BISAG-N besides other senior officers.
During the deliberations, the Chief Secretary 

emphasized the immense potential of digital 
commerce in strengthening the local economy 
and creating new livelihood avenues. He under-
scored the importance of initiating the digital 
push with simple, scalable models, and expand-
ing gradually by addressing implementation 
challenges in a phased manner.

Dulloo emphasised on the fact that J&K must 
embrace the digital shift by harnessing the capa-
bilities of ONDC to empower the small and nano 
entrepreneurs first to serve locally. He directed 
the Labour & Employment Department to begin 
with a hyper-local delivery system within a 
defined radius around businesses.

He also called for onboarding service provid-
ers such as electricians, plumbers and other 
technicians on the digital platform, enabling the 
citizens to avail their services conveniently here.

The CEO, ONDC, shared success stories from 
other states, including that of Sri Vidhya Hand-
looms and Himira in Himachal Pradesh and their 
initiatives taken in Andhra Pradesh where ONDC 
played a transformative role in supporting the 
entrepreneurs to reach national markets in 
shorter time durations. He elaborated on ONDC’s 
potential to digitize local economy of J&K and 
link the same with the national digital market, 
thereby uplifting key economic drivers here.

Speaking on J&K’s roadmap, Director, Labour 
& Employment, Shahzad Alam, informed that 
the UT is looking to adopt a hyper-local delivery 
model within a 3–4 km radius through a seller 
app developed by BISAG-N. He added that various 
categories of service providers would soon be 
onboarded to offer their services through an 
integrated online hiring platform.

CS for 100%.....
stone should be left unturned to complete 

this vital digital transition without any further 
delay. 

He called for interlinking of Sehat, ABDM and 
HMIS portals, to create a unified digital ecosystem 
that empowers the patients, healthcare profes-
sionals and institutions to access and share data 
effortlessly through a single platform.

 Dulloo stressed that continuous updating of 
patient health records must be ensured so that 
individuals need not carry paper records when 
visiting any hospital or doctor. He called for 
universal implementation of the Scan and Share 

facility across all health institutions. He directed 
the department to rationalize manpower, espe-
cially for data entry tasks critical to the success 
of the HMIS module.

In a significant push towards improving 
accountability and data integrity, the Chief Sec-
retary instructed the department to expedite 
the Health Professional Registry (HPR) and take 
strict measures against professionals delaying 
compliance. He also advised for seeking techni-
cal support from BISAG-N to professionally and 
swiftly conclude digitization targets under the 
ABDM framework.

During the meeting, Secretary H&ME, Dr. 
Shah, briefed about the steps already taken to 
accelerate digital transformation. He highlighted 
the Department’s success in initiating the HPR, 
digitizing patient health records, integrating radio 
diagnostic reports with ABHA IDs and rolling out 
the Scan and Share facility in numerous health 
institutions.

He reaffirmed the Department’s commitment 
towards ensuring full saturation of these initia-
tives within a defined timeline. He delineated 
the strategies that are going to accomplish the 
mission satisfactorily across all the healthcare 
facilities in J&K.

Adding to the deliberations, MD ABDM, Anant 
Dwivedi, outlined the mission’s three core pillars 
including ABHA ID, Health Professional Registry 
(HPR) and the Health Facility Registry (HFR). He 
informed that J&K has made notable strides in 
all these domains.

As per the latest figures, it was informed that 
94.49 lakh ABHA IDs have been created, covering 
69.7% of the target population. It was further 
revealed that 100% registration of all 3,607 pub-
lic health facilities (HFR) has been completed 
besides 87% registration of public doctors (6,713 
out of 7,730) and 100% registration of public 
nurses (5,149) has been achieved.

Moreover, 20.58 lakh digital health records 
have been linked with ABHA IDs, with 1.44 lakh 
new records added since May. Additionally, 104 
out of 105 health facilities are now actively using 
the HMIS (JK-e Sahaj) portal. Notably, 71.16 lakh 
Scan and Share tokens have been generated so 
far, as was informed in this meeting.

These milestones reflect the UT’s firm com-
mitment towards harnessing technology for 
better healthcare delivery.

The Chief Secretary lauded the department 
for the progress and stressed on sustaining 
momentum to ensure full digital inclusion of all 
citizens in the futuristic health ecosystem in the 
days to come.

2.20 lakh.....
officials said.
They said the annual pilgrimage has been 

progressing smoothly amid tight security 
arrangements and favourable weather conditions.

On Sunday, Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha announced that the ongo-
ing Amarnath Yatra has surpassed the 2-lakh 
mark, with devotees continuing to throng the 
holy cave shrine.

In a post on X, LG Sinha expressed his joy, 
stating, "With Baba Amarnath Ji's blessings, the 
holy pilgrimage has crossed the 2 lakh mark 
today. This is a sacred journey of a lifetime, and 
I welcome all the devotees to discover and expe-
rience the divinity. Har Har Mahadev!"

Meanwhile, the 13th batch of 6,143 pilgrims 
undertaking the annual Amarnath Yatra left from 
the Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas in Jammu on 
Monday morning amid tight security arrange-
ments.

Officials said that the pilgrims were divided 
into two escorted convoys heading towards the 
twin base camps of Baltal and Pahalgam. The 
first convoy comprising 100 vehicles left for the 
Baltal base camp in Central Kashmir's Ganderbal 
district, carrying 2,215 pilgrims. The second 
convoy of 135 vehicles departed for the Nunwan 
base camp in South Kashmir’s Pahalgam, with 
3,928 pilgrims on board.

The Baltal-bound pilgrims included 1,646 
men, 507 women, 5 children, 44 sadhus and 13 
sadhvis.

“The Pahalgam-bound group consisted of 
3,045 men, 741 women, 12 children, 123 sadhus 
and 7 sadhvis. In terms of transportation, 235 
vehicles were used for Monday’s convoy, includ-
ing 100 for Baltal and 135 for Pahalgam,” official 
said. The annual yatra started on July 3 and will 
culminate on August 9, the officials added.

UP Man Walks.....
Pahalgam on Monday after walking for 111 

days.
Carrying a Kawar (sacred water pot) weighing 

17 kilogrammes on his shoulders, Prasad began 
his journey from Rameshwaram Jyotirling, cov-
ering thousands of kilometres.

Speaking to the news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), Prasad said, "I started my jour-
ney on March 27 and today, after 111 days on foot, 
I have reached Pahalgam. I am extremely happy. 
There were many hurdles along the way, but I 
overcame them all with faith in Baba Bholenath."

Harnam said he aims to inspire others with 
the message of faith and perseverance. “Leave 
everything to Baba Bholenath. With hope and 
confidence, victory will definitely follow,” he said.

The devotee appreciated the arrangements 
made along the Yatra route. "We receive full 
support from the army and authorities. Food and 
shelter are easily available, and the overall man-
agement is commendable."

Prasad added, “I will pray for the happiness 
of our country and a united India (Akhand Bharat). 
I urge people not to fear – come and have Baba 
Barfani’s darshan, there is no problem here.”



  

Engines shut down due to fuel 
'cutoff' within seconds leading 
to Jun 12 crash : Probe

PM hails inclusion of Maratha military 
landscapes in UNESCO World Heritage list

NIA arrests key conspirator in ISIS 
Pune sleeper module case

UNI
NEW DELHI, JULY 12

A Preliminary report on 
the Air India flight AI171 
crash in Ahmedabad on 
June 12 today revealed 
that fuel cutoff switches 
were moved from 'run' to 
'cutoff' within a second of 
each other which led to the 
tragedy.

The crash led to i270 
people loosing their lives.

The report reveals that 
within 90 seconds of take 
off, both engines of the 
aircraft shut down unex-
pectedly during the initial 
climb leading to a loss of 
thrust and rapid descent. 
After the switches of both 
engines flipped, the Boeing 
787 Dreamliner immedi-
ately shut down mid-air 
seconds after take-off and 
began to lose thrust and 
sink down, the report by 
India's Aircraft Accident 
Investigation Bureau AIB) 
said.

"The aircraft achieved 
the maximum recorded 
airspeed of 180 Knots IAS 
at about 08:08:42 UTC 
and immediately thereaf-
ter, Engine 1 and Engine 
2 fuel cutoff switches 
transitioned from RUN to 
CUTOFF position one after 
another with a time gap of 
01 sec. The Engine N1 and 
N2 began to decrease from 
their take-off values as the 
fuel supply to the engines 
was cut off," the 15-page 
report said.

The pilots attempted 
to restart the engines by 
moving the fuel control 
switches back to the 'run' 
position. Engine 1 started 
to recover but Engine 2 
was unable to arrest core 
speed deceleration despite 

repeated attempts to rein-
troduce fuel and increase 
core speed acceleration.

The report also revealed 
that just seconds before 
the aircraft lost power 
and went down near 
Ahmedabad airport, one 
pilot asked the other why 
he had cut off fuel to the 
engines, the second pilot 
reportedly denied, saying, 
"did not do so."

"In the cockpit voice 
recording, one of the pilots 
is heard asking the other 
why he cut off. The other 
pilot responded that he did 
not do so," the report said.

"The EAFR recording 
stopped at 08:09:11 UTC At 
about 08:09:05 UTC, one 
of the pilots transmitted 
“Mayday Mayday Mayday 
”. The Air Traffic Control-
ler (ATC) enquired about 
the call sign but did not get 
any response and saw the 
aircraft crashing outside 
the airport boundary.

Significantly the report 
rules out any doubt about 
the fitness of the pilots to 
operate the ill-fated flight. 
‘’The crew of flight AI171 
arrived at the airport 
and underwent preflight 
Breath Analyzer test at 
06:25 UTC and were found 
fit to operate the flight. The 
crew is seen arriving at the 
boarding gate in the CCTV 

recording at about 07:05 
UTC (12:35 IST).’’

It also rules out any 
shortage of fuel or bird 
activity in the adjoining 
areas.

“Fuel on board was 
54,200 Kgs and as per the 
load and trim sheet of the 
flight, the Take-off Weight 
was 2,13,401 Kgs (Max. 
allowed - 2,18,183 Kgs). The 
take-off weight was within 
allowable limits for the 
given conditions.’’

"There was no ‘Danger-
ous Goods’ on the aircraft."

The report also ruled 
out any bird activity saying 
‘’No significant bird activ-
ity is observed in the vicin-
ity of the flight path.’’

Boeing in its initial rec-
tion to the catastrophe 
said they would ‘’continue 
to support’’ the investiga-
tion and the customers. 
The aviation company said 
it would defer to the AIIB 
probe to provide infor-
mation about AI 171, id 
adherence with the United 
Nations International Civil 
Organization Protocol.'

'Our thoughts remain 
with the loved ones of the 
passengers Nd crew on 
board Air India Flight 171 as 
well as everyone affected 
on the ground in Ahmed-
abad. We continue to 
support the investigation 

and our customer. We will 
defer to the AAIB to pro-
vide information about AI 
171 in adherence with the 
United Nations Interna-
tional Protocol known as 
Annex 13,' it said in a state-
ment.

Air India in a statement 
acknowledged that it had 
received the preliminary 
report by AAIB and is 
working closely with stake-
holders and would contin-
ue to fully cooperate with 
AAIB and other authorities 
as their investigation pro-
gresses.

"We stand in solidar-
ity with the families and 
those affected by the AI171 
accident. We continue to 
mourn the loss and are 
fully committed to provid-
ing support during this 
difficult time. We acknowl-
edge receipt of the prelimi-
nary report released by the 
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) today, 
12 July 2025. Air India is 
working closely with stake-
holders, including regula-
tors. We continue to fully 
cooperate with the AAIB 
and other authorities as 
their investigation pro-
gresses."

Air India, however, did 
not comment on the find-
ings of the report saying 
‘’Given the active nature 
of the investigation, we 
are unable to comment on 
specific details and refer 
all such enquiries to the 
AAIB.’’

The Report said ‘’Inves-
tigation is continuing and 
the investigation team will 
review and examine addi-
tional evidence, records 
and information that is 
being sought from the 
stakeholders.’’

UNI
NEW DELHI, JULY 12

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today expressed 
pride and joy over the 
inclusion of the Maratha 
military landscapes of 
India in the UNESCO 
World Heritage List.

He also urged the citi-
zens to visit the inscribed 
heritage of 12 historic 
forts,11 located in Maha-
rashtra and one in Tamil 
Nadu.

In a statement, the 
Prime Minister highlight-
ed the enduring legacy 
of the Maratha empire, 
describing it as synony-
mous with good gover-
nance, military prowess, 
cultural pride, and a deep 
commitment to social wel-

fare. “Great rulers inspire 
us with their refusal to 
bow to any injustice,” he 
remarked.

Urging citizens to visit 
these forts, the Prime 
Minister emphasised the 
importance of engaging 
with India’s rich histori-
cal and cultural heritage.

Modi also recalled his 
2014 visit to Raigad Fort, 

sharing a photograph in 
which he paid tribute to 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj. He described the visit 
as a cherished memory.

Responding to a social 
media post by UNESCO 
announcing the inscrip-
tion, the Prime Minister 
stated:

“Every Indian is elated 
with this recognition. 

These ‘Maratha Military 
Landscapes’ include 12 
majestic forts, 11 of which 
are in Maharashtra and 
one in Tamil Nadu. When 
we speak of the glori-
ous Maratha empire, we 
associate it with good 
governance, military 
strength, cultural pride, 
and emphasis on social 
welfare. The great rulers 
inspire us with their refus-
al to bow to any injustice. 
I call upon everyone to go 
visit these forts and learn 
about the rich history of 
the Maratha empire.”

He shared photographs 
from his visit to Raigad 
Fort, noting, “Had the 
opportunity to bow to 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj. Will always cherish 
that visit.”

UNI
PUNE JULY 12

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has arrested 
a suspected terrorist asso-
ciated with the Islamic 
State (ISIS) in connection 
with a planned terror con-
spiracy.

NIA in a statement today 
said that the 11th accused 
Rizwan Ali, along with the 
10 other accused, had con-
spired to commit a series 
of terror acts to destabilize 
the country and spread 
communal disharmony.

The accused, Rizwan 
Ali, is known by multiple 
names Sami Ali, Abul 
Salina, and Danish, was 
apprehended from Luc-
know.

He is a resident of the 
Daryaganj area in Delhi.

The arrest comes as part 
of an ongoing investigation 
into attempts to carry 
out terror attacks 
across major 
Indian cities 
including Pune 
and Mumbai.

The case first 
surfaced in 2023 
when two indi-
viduals were arrest-
ed in Pune’s Kothrud 
area in connection with a 
motorcycle theft. During 
the probe, authorities dis-
covered their involvement 
in a larger terror plot, 
including plans to launch 
attacks across the coun-
try. Further investigation 
revealed that the duo had 

been residing in the Kond-
hwa area of Pune.

A police raid at their 
residence in Kondhwa led 

to the seizure of 
bomb-making 

materials and 
documents 
containing 
s e n s i t i v e 
information 

related to 
key defence 

establishments 
of the city. Initially 

handled by the Anti-Ter-
rorism Squad (ATS), the 
case was later transferred 
to the NIA.

Upon taking over the 
investigation, the NIA dis-
covered the accused had 
links with ISIS operatives 
active in Pune, Mumbai, 

and Thane. It was also 
found that these individu-
als were trying to radical-
ize and recruit local youth 
into the terror network. A 
case was filed by the NIA 
against 11 suspects, includ-
ing a doctor from Pune.

Rizwan Ali had been on 
the run since the case was 
registered. He was actively 
involved in training others 
in the use of Improvised 
Explosive Devices (IEDs) 
and firearms. His arrest is 
considered a significant 
breakthrough in the Pune 
terror conspiracy case.

In addition to Rizwan 
Ali, ten others have been 
named in the charge sheet 
filed under the Unlawful 
Activities Prevention Act 
(UAPA).

CJI Gavai urges lawyers to uphold 
integrity, mental health, and inclusion
UNI
HYDERABAD, JULY 12

Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
Justice Bhushan Ram-
krishna Gavai, CJI was 
delivering the convoca-
tion address at the 22nd 
Annual Convocation of 
NALSAR University of Law, 
Hyderabad today.

During his address he 
urged the legal frater-
nity to uphold integrity, 
remain grounded in legal 
fundamentals, seek men-
torship, and prioritise 
mental well-being.

Praising NALSAR’s 
journey since its incep-
tion in 1998, Justice Gavai 
described the institution 
as a beacon of legal schol-
arship in South Asia.

“NALSAR has carved a 
distinct identity not just 
in India but across the 
region, with its academic 
excellence and commit-
ment to the spirit of law,” 
he said, highlighting its 
research in areas like dis-
ability rights, gender jus-
tice, tribal rights, law and 
technology, and constitu-
tional governance.

He acknowledged the 
achievements of NALSAR 
alumni many of whom sub-
sequently became senior 
advocates in the High 
Courts and the Supreme 
Court, legal scholars, 
policy experts, and inter-
national researchers. 
“Today, you are not just 
receiving degrees- you are 
joining a living tradition of 
impact and integrity,” he 
told the graduates.

Justice Gavai offered 

candid advice about the 
challenges of the legal 
profession. “It is noble 
and important- but never 
easy. You will often ques-
tion yourself and face 
pressures, but your belief, 
persistence, and presence 
will keep you going,” he 
said.

Highlighting the often-
overlooked issue of mental 
health, he called it a vital 
strategy for survival in the 
legal world. “This profes-
sion can be emotionally 
isolating and mentally 
demanding. Self-care is 
not indulgence—it is pres-
ervation,” he said, quoting 
activist Audre Lorde.

He also addressed 
structural inequalities in 
the legal system. Citing 
global research, he noted 
that access to opportu-
nity often depends more 
on institutional pedigree 
than on merit. “This is 
unfair, but real. We must 

confront this reality with-
out accepting it,” he said, 
urging the profession to 
become more inclusive 
and equitable.

Encouraging students to 
build strong legal founda-
tions, he emphasised the 
importance of mastering 
the basics- constitutional 
law, contract law, civil 
and criminal procedure. 
“There is no shortcut to 
legal excellence,” he said. 
“Trends will come and 
go, but clarity in funda-
mentals will carry you 
through.”

Speaking on mentor-
ship, he called it a game-
changer. “Not everything 
can be learned from 
books or judgments. 
Some lessons are passed 
on through conversation, 
guidance, and encourage-
ment,” he said. “Seek men-
tors with integrity, and 
one day, become a mentor 
yourself.”

Justice Gavai also 
advised students to care-
fully consider foreign edu-
cation. “A foreign degree 
is not a stamp of worth. 
Do not put yourself or 
your family under finan-
cial stress for validation,” 
he said, advocating for 
thoughtful planning over 
peer pressure.

Calling for investment in 
India’s postgraduate legal 
education and research, 
he said, “We must build 
nurturing academic eco-
systems that retain and 
welcome talent, restore 
dignity to legal research, 
and offer transparent 
opportunities.”

He ended his address 
with heartfelt advice to the 
graduates: “Never ignore 
five things- friends, family, 
books, hobbies, health, 
and imagination. The law 
is not just a profession- 
it is a canvas to express, 
reform, and heal.”

The convocation was 
presided over by Justice 
Sujoy Paul, Acting Chief 
Justice of the Telangana 
High Court and Chancel-
lor of NALSAR. Telangana 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy and Supreme Court 
Judge Justice P S Narasim-
ha graced the ceremony as 
Guests of Honour.

Several other judges of 
the Supreme Court and 
High Courts of Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh, 
along with Telangana Min-
isters, were present at the 
convocation, celebrating 
the achievements of grad-
uating students, postgrad-
uates, and Ph.D. scholars.

ED files supplementary 
chargesheet against MLA in 
MSCB laundering case
UNI
MUMBAI, JULY 12

Troubles mounted for NCP (Sharad Pawar faction) 
MLA Rohit Pawar as the Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
filed a supplementary chargesheet against him in con-
nection with the Maharashtra State Cooperative Bank 
(MSCB) scam.

The chargesheet has been submitted under the pro-
visions of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA), in a special court in Mumbai.

The court has yet to take cognizance of the supple-
mentary chargesheet. The development is seen as a 
major blow to the Pawar family, a prominent political 
dynasty in Maharashtra.

Before filing the chargesheet, the ED had already 
attached assets worth over rupees 50 crore belonging 
to Rohit Pawar’s company, Baramati Agro.

In January 2023, the ED conducted raids at several 
locations, including premises linked to Baramati Agro. 
Subsequently, Rohit Pawar, who represents the Karjat-
Jamkhed constituency, was summoned to the ED’s 
Mumbai office for questioning.

In March 2023, the ED provisionally attached assets 
worth Rs 50.20 crore, which included 161.30 acres of 
land in Kannad (Aurangabad district), a sugar factory, 
machinery, and buildings. The ED alleges that the 
properties originally belonged to Kannad Cooperative 
Sugar Factory Ltd. (Kannad SSK) and were acquired by 
Baramati Agro through a "fraudulent auction process."

The agency contends that these properties repre-
sent "proceeds of crime" and that the acquisition vio-
lates anti-money laundering laws.

Four killed as car hits goods-laden 
truck in West Medinipur
UNI
KOLKATA, JULY 12

Four people were killed when their Scorpio on a high 
speed jumped the divider and fell on the other lane on 
NO 16 NH and hit a tomato-laden truck at Rani Sarai 
under Belda in West Bengal's West Medinipur, police 
said today. All the victims, the residents of Asansol in 
West Burdman, were the occupants of Scorpio, which 
turned into a mangle of scrap by the impact of the 
violent accident. Only one occupant was identified 
as Atanu Guha. All the victims were taken to Belda 
hospital where medics declared all dead. The accident 
happened around 6 am when the victims were travel-
ling towards Baleswar in Odisha and the truck on the 
other lane was heading in the opposite direction.

Kerala has devised several 
strategies to contain Nipah: 
Dr. Rajan Khobragade
UNI
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 
JULY 12

In view of the rising 
Nipah cases, the Health 
Department in Kerala 
has devised and imple-
mented several strategies 
across the state to con-
tain the epidemic, said 
Dr. Rajan Khobragade, 
Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Health and Family 
Welfare.

Dr. Khobragade made 
these remarks while inau-
gurating an international 
conference on 'Nipah 
and Other Zoonotic Spill-
overs - Integrating Health 
Strategies for Prevention' 
held here yesterday and 
emphasized the need for 
collaboration.

Pointing out the state 
Government's commit-
ment to detecting and 
containing epidemics 
that have affected the 
state since 2019, he high-
lighted the importance 
of One Health concept 
in the current scenario 
and sought support from 
institutions such as the 
Institute of Advanced 
Virology to strengthen 
the public health system 
in the state.

The conference was 
organized in collabora-
tion with the Department 
of Infectious Diseases, 
Government Medical 
College, Thiruvanantha-
puram, and the Kerala 
One Health Centre for 
Nipah Research and 
Resilience.

Dr. Simmi Tiwari, Joint 
Director of the National 

Centre for Disease Con-
trol, congratulated the 
Government of Kerala 
for establishing the Insti-
tute of Advanced Virol-
ogy (IAV), stating that 
the institute has already 
made a mark in the field 
of virology and can sig-
nificantly contribute to 
improving public health 
and epidemic prepared-
ness in both the state and 
the country.

She emphasized the 
need to expand diagnos-
tic facilities for the timely 
detection of zoonotic 
spillover infections that 
frequently impact the 
state.

Sessions on various 
topics were delivered by 
eminent international 
and national experts, 
including Dr. Emily 
Gurley, Professor of 
the Practice, Infectious 
Disease Epidemiology, 
Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, Baltimore, USA; Dr. 
Vidya Arankalle, Nation-
al Institute of Virology, 
Pune; Dr. Guruprasad 
R. Medigeshi, Professor, 
IISER Tirupati; Dr. Sobha 
Mammen, Professor, 
CMC Vellore; Dr. Ummer 
Karadan, Baby Memorial 
Hospital, Kozhikode; Dr. 
Sheen Job, Consultant, 
Union Ministry of Health 
& Family Welfare; Dr. 
Biju Soman, Sree Chitra 
Tirunal Institute for Med-
ical Sciences and Tech-
nology; Dr. Sreelekshmi 
M, National Institute of 
Virology, Pune; and Dr. 
Jon Epstein, Epidemiolo-
gist, One Health Science, 
USA.
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Retail inflation eases to 
over 6-year low of 2.1% in June 
on subdued food prices
PTI

Retail inflation declined to 
over six-year low of 2.1 per cent 
in June, nearing the RBI's comfort 
zone, on account of subdued prices 
of food items, including vegetables, 
driven by widespread monsoon. 
The Consumer Price Index-based 
inflation was 2.82 per cent in May 
and 5.08 per cent in June 2024. 
Inflation is on a decline since 
November 2024. Year-on-year 
inflation rate based on CPI for 
the month of June 2025 over June 
2024 is 2.1 per cent, the National 
Statistics Office (NSO) said in a 
statement.

"There is a decline of 72 basis 
points in headline inflation of 
June 2025 in comparison to May 
2025. It is the lowest year-on-year 
inflation after January 2019," it 
said.The previous low of 1.97 per 
cent was recorded in January 
2019.

The NSO said the significant 
decline in headline inflation and 
food inflation in June 2025 is 
mainly attributed to favourable 
base effect and decline in inflation 
of vegetables, pulses and products, 
meat and fish, cereals and 
products, sugar and confectionery, 
milk and products and spices. 
The Reserve Bank, which has 
been tasked to ensure inflation 
remains at 4 per cent (with a 
margin of 2 per cent on either 
side), has cumulatively reduced 
the key short-term lending rate 
by 100 basis points since February 
in the wake of slowing retail 
inflation.

Meanwhile, the wholesale price 
inflation (WPI) turned negative 
after a gap of 19 months, declining 
0.13 per cent in June as deflation 
widened in food articles and fuel, 
along with softening in 
manufactured product costs.

WPI-based inflation was 0.39 
per cent in May. It was 3.43 per 
cent in June last year.

"Negative rate of inflation in 
June, 2025 is primarily due to 
decrease in prices of food articles, 
mineral oils, manufacture of basic 
metals, crude petroleum & natural 
gas etc," the industry ministry 
said in a statement.

 As per WPI data, food articles 
saw a deflation of 3.75 per cent in 
June, as against a deflation of 
1.56 per cent in May, with 
vegetables seeing a sharp drop.
According to the NSO data on 
CPI, the annual inflation in the 
food basket during June 2025 over 
June 2024 was (-) 1.06 per cent.A 
sharp decline of 205 basis points 
is observed in food inflation in 
June 2025 in comparison to May 
2025. The food inflation in June 
was also the lowest after January 
2019.The inflation rural was lower 
than the national average at 1.72 
per cent while it was higher in 
urban areas at 2.56 per cent.

The lowest inflation was in 
Telangana (-0.93 per cent) and 
the highest in Kerala (6.71 per 
cent). On all India basis, the annual 

inflation was negative in vegetables 
(-19 per cent), 'meat and fish' (-1.62 
per cent), 'pulses and products' 
(-11.76 per cent), and spices (-3.03 
per cent).Commenting on the CPI 
data, Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist, 
ICRA, said the cooling was entirely 
led by the food and beverages 
(F&B) segment, which witnessed 
a deflation of 0.2 per cent after a 
gap of 75 months, after printing 
at 1.5 per cent in the previous 
month.

"The CPI inflation eased for 
the eighth consecutive month to 
a softer-than-expected 2.1 per cent 
in June 2025 from 2.8 per cent in 
May 2025, touching the lowest 
level since January 2019. We are 
not ruling out the possibility of 
a final 25 bps rate cut in the August 
2025 meeting, carrying forward 
the front-loading seen in June 
2025," Nayar said. Paras Jasrai, 
Associate Director at India Ratings 
and Research, said that 
notwithstanding the deflationary 
turn of food items, core inflation 
increased to 4.4 per cent in June 

2025, the highest since September 
2023.

"A closer look indicates that 
it was largely on account of an 
uptick in inflation of jewellery 
items. Inflation of gold increased 
to a 58-month high of 36 per cent 
(as geopolitical tensions flared 
up in the Middle-East), the inflation 
of silver and other ornaments 
was also at elevated levels of 17.8 
per cent and 21.5 per cent, 
respectively, in June 2025," Jasrai 
said.Garima Kapoor, Economist 
and Executive Vice President, 
Elara Capital, said the CPI inflation 
for June cooled to a six-year low 
led by moderating food prices and 
aided by a high base.

 "We expect full year CPI 
inflation to remain below RBI's 
full year estimate of 3.7% and 
hence do not rule out the possibility 
of another rate cut post-end of 
monsoon," Kapoor said.The NSO 
collects the price data for CPI from 
selected 1,114 urban markets and 
1,181 villages covering all States/
UTs.

Golden Temple receives bomb 
threat over email, security tightened
HT News Desk

Amritsar Commissioner Gurpreet 
Singh Bhullar confirmed receiving a 
complaint about bomb threat and said 
the police will ensure security and crack 
the case. The Golden Temple in Amritsar 
on Monday received a bomb threat, 
following which the Punjab Police 
launched an investigation. The Shiromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee 
(SGPC), in its complaint, said that the 
committee received an email threatening 
a blast in the Golden Temple.

 Amritsar Commissioner Gurpreet 
Singh Bhullar confirmed receiving a 
complaint regarding the bomb threat 
on Golden Temple and said that the police 
will crack the case and ensure security.

"We received a complaint from the 
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee (SGPC) authorities that they 
have received an email threatening a 
blast in the Golden Temple...We are taking 
the help of the state cybercrime and 
other agencies," the Police Commissioner 
told ANI.

“We are hopeful that we will crack 
the case soon. We are taking this case 
very seriously. We are ensuring foolproof 
security. There is no need to get panicked,” 
Commissioner Bhullar said, adding that 
the police have registered an FIR and 
launched an investigation.

 Bomb disposal squads, SGPC force 
and additional security forces have been 
deployed around the temple premises 
in Amritsar. The authorities have assured 
the public that all necessary precautions 
are being taken to ensure safety and 
security.

Commissioner Gurpreet Singh 
Bhullar said that the police have appealed 
to the public to remain calm and report 
any suspicious activity immediately.

2 Chhattisgarh sisters arrested for cheating 
in sub-engineer recruitment exam: Police
HT News Desk

RAIPUR: An engineer and her sister 
have been arrested for allegedly cheating 
in the Chhattisgarh VYAPAM Sub-
Engineer recruitment exam in Bilaspur 
on Sunday, police said. Electronic devices 
including a hidden camera, miniature 
earbuds and a walkie-talkie set that were 
used to transmit images of the question 
paper and receive answers, have been 
seized from the two sisters identified by 
the police as Annu Surya, who had an 
engineering degree from the state’s Korea 
district, and her sister Anuradha Surya. 
The case came to light after members of 
the Congress’s students wing, National 
Students’ Union of India (NSUI) received 
a tip about a woman, later identified as 
Anuradha, using the electronic devices 
under suspicious circumstances in an 
autorickshaw parked near an examination 
centre.The exam was being conducted 
by the Chhattisgarh Vyavsayik Pariksha 
Mandal (CG VYAPAM) for recruitment 
to Sub-Engineer (Civil, Electrical, and 
Mechanical) posts under the Public Works 
Department. Police said seven electronic 

devices, including a secret camera hidden 
in Annu’s clothing, a microphone, a 
Bluetooth device, walkie-talkies, a tablet, 
and mobile phones, were seized from the 
two sisters.

According to the police, Annu used 
the hidden camera to send out images 
of the question paper. Her sister searched 
online for the answers to the questions 
and relayed the answer via a walkie-
talkie connected to a micro-earpiece 
worn by Annu.

Both sisters were arrested under 
sections 318(2) (cheating), 112(2) (organised 
crime), and 61(2) (criminal conspiracy) 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, as well 
as relevant sections of the Information 
Technology Act and the Chhattisgarh 
Examination Act.

Police said Annu Surya, a native of 
Jashpur, was an engineering graduate 
from Korea and currently works as a 
schoolteacher. Her sister Anuradha is a 
student based in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. Following the incident, Congress 
and National Students Union of India 
(NSUI ) workers staged a protest, alleging 
a larger conspiracy behind the case.

2003 techie murder: SC upholds life 
term to four, allows them to seek clemency
PTI

 NEW DELHI, The Supreme Court 
on Monday upheld the punishment 
of four persons for the murder of a 
software engineer in 2003 while 
allowing them to seek clemency before 
Governor. A bench of Justices M M 
Sundaresh and Aravind Kumar said 
the convicts, who committed the 
offence in 2003 when they were young 
with "adrenaline pumping in their 
veins", were now middle aged. "As 
we are satisfied with the adequacy 
of the evidence on record, though for 
different reasons, we are inclined to 
uphold the conviction and sentence 
rendered by the high court in the 
impugned judgment," the court 
observed.

The bench, therefore, confirmed 
their conviction upheld by the high 
court under Section 302 read with 
Section 120-B of IPC aside from Section 
201 of IPC for one of the accused.

"The sentence of life imprisonment 
imposed upon them also stands 
confirmed."

The top court said two of the four 
accused persons were teenagers at 
the time of incident whereas the 
fiancee of the victim had barely 
"crossed that phase". "As a court, we 
seek to view the matter from a different 

perspective, only for the purpose of 
giving a new lease of life to the 
appellants who have committed a 
heinous crime…, the bench said, 
observing their conduct in the prison 
was also not adverse.

The verdict continued, "They were 
not born as criminals, but it was an 
error of judgment through a dangerous 
adventure which led to the commission 
of a heinous crime. It is difficult for 
us to decide at this stage who influenced 
the other, although there is a clear 
meeting of minds."

The bench then allowed them to 
file appropriate petitions before 
Karnataka Governor in eight weeks.

"We would only request the 
constitutional authority to consider 
the same, which we hope and trust 
would be done by taking note of the 
relevant circumstances governing 
the case," it said. Dealing with the 
deceased's fiance's conduct, the bench 
said that this unfortunate event would 
not have occurred, had the family 
been more sympathetic in 
understanding her mental predilection 
and disposition.

The top court said it was a case 
where the voice of a young ambitious 
girl, muffled by a forced family 
decision, created the fiercest of turmoil 
in her mind.

"This, backed by an unholy alliance 
of a mental rebellion and wild 
romanticism, led to the tragic murder 
of an innocent young man, while 
simultaneously destroying the lives 
of three others," it observed.

The top court delivered its verdict 
on the appeals challenging the 
Karnataka High Court order 
upholding the life term awarded to 
the four accused.

B V Girish, a software engineer, 
was engaged to Shubha and he was 
murdered on December 3, 2003. The 
police alleged Shubha and three others 
Arun Verma, Venkatesh and Dinesh 
conspired and murdered Girish two 
days after his engagement on 
November 30, 2003.

Shubha allegedly acted in cahoots 
with her boyfriend Arun and others 
to murder Girish after her father 
forced her to get engaged on learning 
of her affair.

On December 3, 2003 Shubha asked 
Girish to take her out for dinner at 
a hotel and made him stop his scooter 
near an airport to view airplanes 
landing.

All the four were sentenced to 
life by the trial court.

This article was generated from 
an automated news agency feed 
without modifications to text.

Kanwar Yatra: All educational 
institutions in UP's Muzaffarnagar to 
remain closed from July 16 to 23

PTI

All educational institutions in 
Uttar Pradesh's Muzaffarnagar 
district will remain closed from July 
16 to July 23 in view of the Kanwar 
Yatra, district authorities said on 
Monday. District Magistrate Umesh 
Mishra told reporters that the 
decision has been taken to ensure 

smooth conduct of the annual 
religious pilgrimage and to avoid 
any inconvenience to students and 
staff during the festival period. “All 
schools and colleges in the district 
will remain closed from July 16 to 
July 23, 2025. Strict action will be 
taken against any institution found 
open during this period,” Mishra 
warned.Kanwar Yatra, which sees 

a large number of kanwariyas 
travelling on foot to collect sacred 
water from the Ganga river and offer 
it at Shiva temples, witnesses heavy 
movement and heightened security 
arrangements across western Uttar 
Pradesh, including Muzaffarnagar.

The administration has appealed 
to all educational institutions to 
strictly comply with the order.

4 die in Himachal, 5 in Rajasthan's Kota as rain plays havoc
PTI

 New Delhi, Four people 
died in Himachal Pradesh as 
rain continues to wreak havoc 
in the state, while five were 
swept away in Rajasthan's Kota 
at a barrage after a heavy 
downpour caused the 
authorities to release water 
from a reservoir. In Himachal, 
more than 200 roads are out 

of bounds for vehicular traffic, 
a majority of them in Mandi, 
while a flash flood warning 
has been issued for 12 districts 
in Jharkhand. An individual 
each drowned in Kullu and 
Kangra districts, one died after 
being bitten by a snake in 
Bilaspur, while one was killed 
after falling from a height, the 
State Emergency Operation 
Centre said.Since the onset of 

monsoon on June 20, 61 people 
have died in the state in rain-
related incidents.In Rajasthan, 
Khatauli in Kota district 
recorded 198 mm of rain over 
24 hours – the highest in the 
state.Five youths were swept 
away in the Chambal River 
Monday afternoon after the 
water level suddenly rose 
following the release of water 
from 12 gates of the Kota 

Barrage. "The identity of the 
five missing youths is yet to 
be confirmed, as the rescued 
individual is not in a condition 
to provide detailed information 
at this stage," Digod Police 
Station SHO Purshottam Mehta 
said.Due to continuous rainfall 
in the region, the authorities 
opened all 12 gates of the Kota 
Barrage at 11.30 am on Monday, 
releasing approximately 2.2692 

lakh cusecs of water 
downstream, said Nisha 
Sharma, Junior Engineer at 
Kota Barrage.A met department 
official said that a circulation 
system over Madhya Pradesh 
has intensified into a low-
pressure area.Due to the 
system, parts of Kota, Ajmer, 
Jodhpur, and Udaipur divisions 
have seen heavy rain since 
yesterday.Delhi got a decent 

drizzle towards the evening, 
lifting the heavy humid pall 
it had sweltered under during 
the day. According to IMD data, 
Lodhi Road recorded the 
highest cumulative rainfall 
at 18.5 mm till 8.30 am on 
Monday.Pragati Maidan 
received 24.3 mm of rain, 
Ayanagar, 15.5 mm, Safdarjung, 
15.8 mm, and Palam, 8.5 mm.

In Himachal Pradesh, 208 

roads, including 157 in the 
disaster-hit Mandi district, are 
closed for vehicular traffic, 
while 745 water supply schemes 
and 139 power distribution 
transformers were affected.

The local Met office has 
issued an Orange alert of heavy 
to very heavy rain in Kangra, 
Mandi and Sirmaur on Monday, 
and Shimla, Solan, and Sirmaur 
on Tuesday.

Vice Chancellor University of Kashmir 
inaugurates SOCACON-2025 at GMC Srinagar
HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

Government Medical Col-
lege (GMC) Srinagar today 
witnessed the grand inau-
guration of the 13th Inter-
national Conference of the 
Society of Clinical Anato-
mists (SOCACON 2025).

The conference, being 
held in hybrid mode 
from July 10-12, 2025, has 
attracted over 300 del-
egates from across India 
and abroad.

The inaugural session 
was graced by Prof. (Dr.) 
Nilofer Khan, Vice Chan-
cellor, University of Kash-
mir, who in her inaugural 
address, said that today, 
we gather to celebrate the 
confluence of visionary 
leadership, innovation, 
and global collaboration 
in clinical anatomy.

The 13th Interna-
tional Conference of the 

SOCACON 2025 is a tes-
tament to the unwaver-
ing commitment of our 
medical fraternity towards 
excellence in anatomical 
sciences. “I commend 
the organizing team led 
by Prof. (Dr.) Iffat Hassan 
Shah, Principal of GMC Sri-
nagar, for orchestrating an 
event of such national and 
international significance. 
I wish the conference all 
success and hope it will 
provide a platform for 
meaningful dialogue and 
collaboration among par-
ticipants,” added the Vice 
Chancellor.

Prof.  (Dr.)  I f fat 

Hassan Shah, Patron of 
SOCACON-2025 and Prin-
cipal/Dean Government 
Medical College Srinagar, 
delivered the welcome 
address, stating “It is my 
privilege to welcome all 
to SOCACON 2025. This 
conference is a celebra-
tion of anatomical excel-
lence, collaborative spirit, 
and the rich academic 
tradition of Kashmir. I 
praise the department's 
efforts in hosting a global 
academic platform in Sri-
nagar and look forward to 
fruitful deliberations and 
outcomes.”

Prof. (Dr.) Ghulam 

Mohammad Bhat, Head, 
Department of Anatomy, 
GMC Srinagar, stated 
that the department of 
Anatomy is committed to 
academic excellence and 
interdisciplinary research 
in anatomical sciences. 
“SOCACON-2025 is a sig-
nificant milestone in our 
journey, and I am con-
fident that it will foster 
meaningful dialogue and 
collaboration among par-
ticipants,” he added.

The 13th International 
Conference of the Soci-
ety of Clinical Anatomists 
(SOCACON 2025) is a pre-
mier academic event that 

brings together leading 
anatomists, clinicians, and 
researchers from across 
the globe to discuss the 
latest advancements in 
anatomical sciences. The 
conference aims to foster 
collaboration, innovation, 
and excellence in the field 
of anatomy.

The conference fea-
tures keynote speakers 
from renowned institu-
tions, including- Prof. 
(Dr.) Ghulam Nabi (Univer-
sity of Dundee, UK); Prof. 
(Dr.) Mohammad Ashraf 
Ganie (SKIMS, Srinagar); 
Dr. Mohammad Sultan 
Khuroo; Prof. (Dr.) P. Vat-
sala Swamy (D.Y. Patil Vidy-
apeeth, Pune; Prof. (Dr.) 
Bashir Ahmad Shah, Orga-
nizing Secretary; Prof. (Dr.) 
Mohammad Saleem Itoo, 
Co-Organizing Secretary; 
Mohammad Ashraf Hakak, 
Administrator, Associated 
Hospitals, GMC Srinagar.

Rana asks for upgrades in Gujjar-Bakerwal 
Hostels; reviews facilities in hostels
HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

Minister for Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed 
Rana, today called for 
upgrading the Gujjar-
Bakerwal hostels with 
provision of all modern 
facilities to address the 
existing gaps and foster 
a conducive environ-
ment that supports both 
academic and personal 
growth of the students.

He underscored the 
commitment of govern-
ment to enhance the 
living conditions and 
educational environ-
ment for the tribal stu-
dents.

He made these obser-
vations during his visit 
to Gujjar-Bakerwal hos-
tels in Bemina and Tulsi 
Bagh where he conduct-
ed a thorough inspec-
tion of the facilities and 

had an in-depth interac-
tion with the students.

In line with this vision 
for enhancing the qual-
ity of facilities for the 
students, Rana instruct-
ed the Director Tribal 
Affairs to take concrete 
steps to improve hos-
tels’ management and 
implement upgrades to 
the hostel facilities.

“These upgrades are 
expected to address the 
existing shortcomings 
and provide students 
with a nurturing envi-
ronment that supports 

their overall develop-
ment,” Rana said.

He also undertook a 
comprehensive review 
of DPR of the under con-
struction buildings and 
directed for expedited 
completion by PWD.

During the visit, Rana 
evaluated the quality of 
facilities being provided 
to the inmates, assess-
ing the infrastructure 
to identify areas that 
require improvement.

The Minister's inspec-
tion of the hostel's infra-
structure was compre-

hensive, covering key 
areas such as class-
rooms, mess facilities, 
library services and rec-
reational spaces.

He had a first-hand 
understanding of the 
challenges faced by the 
students and the scope 
for improvement in the 
existing facilities.

Rana also engaged 
with the students, gath-
ering valuable feedback 
on hostel management 
and facilities.

The Minister's empha-
sis on creating a sup-
portive environment 
highlights the impor-
tance of enabling the 
students to excel aca-
demically and reach 
their full potential.

“We are taking proac-
tive steps to address the 
students’ concerns and 
improve hostel facili-
ties”, the Minister said.

DC Bandipora inaugurates ASMITA 
Kickboxing League 2025-26
HT NEWS SERVICE
BANDIPORA, JULY 12

The ASMITA Kickboxing 
League 2025-26, a nation-
wide initiative under the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports, Government 
of India, was inaugurated 
on Saturday by the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Bandip-
ora, Manzoor Ahmad Qadri 
at Salvatore International 
School Shilvat, Sumbal.

The league is being orga-
nized under the flagship 
Khelo India programme 
and is aimed at empower-
ing girls through sports. As 
many as 150 girl athletes 
from various districts across 
the Kashmir province are 
participating in the event.

The league is part of the 
ASMITA (Achieving Sports 
Milestone by Inspiring 
Women through Action) 
campaign, which is being 
implemented across India 

to promote the active par-
ticipation of women folk 
in competitive sports, 
enhance self-defense skills, 
and foster discipline among 
young girls.

During the inaugural cer-
emony, National Kickbox-
ing Coach Faisal Ali Dar 
(Padma Shree Awardee), 
Sub Divisional Magistrate 
Sumbal, Murtaza Ahmad, 
and other dignitaries were 
present.

On the occasion, DC 
felicitated some of the 
participating athletes and 
lauded their dedication, 

courage, and sporting 
spirit.

Speaking at the event, 
DC emphasized the impor-
tance of such leagues not 
just in advancing careers in 
sports but also in building 
confidence, self-discipline, 
and self-defense skills 
among young girls. 

He appreciated the 
efforts of the WAKO Kick-
boxing India and Kickbox-
ing Association of Kashmir 
for organizing the event in 
Bandipora and providing a 
platform for young girls to 
excel in martial arts.

J&K Judicial Academy organizes 
one-day sensitization programme

HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

Jammu and Kashmir ( J&K) 
Judicial Academy Saturday 
organized a one day sen-
sitization programme on 
‘Law of Bail, Remand etc. 
with Reference to the Prin-
ciple - Bail Not Jail’ at its 
premises in Mominabad, 
Srinagar.

The programme was 
held under the patronage 
of Justice Arun Kumar Pali, 
Chief Justice, High Court 
of Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh (Patron-in-Chief, 
J&K Judicial Academy), 
and under the guidance 
of Chairperson and  Mem-
bers of the Governing 
Committee of the J&K Judi-
cial Academy.

The event aimed to 
equip judicial officers of 
the Kashmir province 
and the Union Territory 
of Ladakh with in-depth 
understanding and opera-
tional clarity on the legal 
principles, procedural 
nuances, and evolving 
jurisprudence governing 
bail and remand, with 

particular emphasis on the 
constitutional mandate of 
personal liberty and the 
Supreme Court guidelines.

Director, J&K Judicial 
Academy, Sonia Gupta in 
her welcome address and 
introductory remarks out-
lined the critical impor-
tance of bail jurisprudence 
in upholding the constitu-
tional mandate of personal 
liberty, while also balanc-
ing the interest of justice 
and societal security.

Registrar Vigilance, 
High Court of Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh, 
Rajiv Gupta conducted 
the technical sessions. He 
focused on the fundamen-
tals of bail, covering key 
aspects such as balancing 
personal liberty with soci-
etal interest, importance 
of writing reasoned and 
consistent bail orders, and 
the evolving application of 
the cardinal rule of “bail, 
not jail.”

The sessions also 
addressed the signifi-
cance of timeliness in 
bail matters and explored 
innovative mechanisms 

to streamline the bail pro-
cess.

Resource person also 
presented a detailed 
analysis of two landmark 
Supreme Court judg-
ments: Siddharth vs. State 
of UP and Satender Kumar 
Antil vs. CBI, underscoring 
the judiciary’s approach in 
safeguarding liberty and 
reducing unnecessary 
incarceration.

The interactive session 
and case study-based dis-
cussion enabled partici-
pants to delve into prac-
tical aspects of bail adju-
dication, share real-life 
experiences from court-
rooms, and reflect on 
gaps in implementation. 
Participants also offered 
feedback aimed at refining 
future training modules.

The programme proved 
to be an insightful and 
thought provoking forum 
for judicial officers, rein-
forcing best practices in 
bail-related adjudication 
and contributing to the 
larger goal of a more effi-
cient and rights sensitive 
criminal justice system.

Sakeena Itoo addresses Triple Milestone 
Moment-2025 of JLNM Hospital Srinagar
HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

Minister for Health and 
Medical Education, 
Social Welfare and Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo, today 
addressed the Triple Mile-
stone Moment-2025 of 
Jawahar Lal Nehru Memo-
rial Hospital ( JLNMH) 
Rainawari here, organ-
ised to celebrate knowl-
edge, care and clinical 
advancement of the hos-
pital.

MLA Zadibal, Tanvir 
Sadiq; Director Health 
Services Kashmir, Medical 
Superintendent JLNMH, 
doctors, researchers and 
medical students were 
present on the occasion.

The milestones being 
celebrated included 
‘Allergy Alert-2025’-a con-
ference-cum-workshop, 
launch of JLNM Journal 
and PG Research presen-
tation.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Minister empha-
sized the importance of 
early diagnosis and com-
munity-based education 
on allergies, especially 
in light of environmental 
changes and lifestyle fac-
tors contributing to their 
surge. “Awareness and 
timely intervention are 
key to managing aller-
gies effectively. Initiatives 
like ‘Allergy Alert 2025’ 

reflect our commitment 
towards equipping the 
healthcare providers and 
the public with essential 
tools to combat this grow-
ing health concern”, she 
stated.

The Minister further 
said that the medical sci-
ence is evolving day by 
day and doctors need to 
keep themselves abreast 
with the growing advance-
ments in the medical care 
and research. She also 
spoke in length about the 
recent efforts of govern-
ment for amplifying the 
healthcare infrastructure 

across Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The Minister also 
praised the hospital staff 
for their tireless efforts 
and appreciated them for 
making JLNM a top-notch 
tertiary care setup in the 
valley. She also spoke 
about the hospital’s his-
toric significance and the 
ongoing efforts to equip it 
with the best facilities for 
patients.

On the occasion, the 
Minister released JLNM 
Journal titled ‘Asian 
Journal of Clinical Prac-
tice and Research’. She 

also distributed awards 
among the postgraduate 
researchers for outstand-
ing work in medical field.

The hospital admin-
istration expressed 
gratitude to the Minister 
and the government for 
reviving the hospital and 
establishing advanced 
healthcare facilities for 
patients.

Pertinently, the Aller-
gy Alert 2025 confer-
ence aimed to explore 
new frontiers in allergy 
and immunology, bring-
ing together experts and 
researchers in the field.

DLSA Shopian holds interaction with 
Ex-Servicemen; assures free Legal Aid

HT NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, JULY 12

District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA) Shop-
ian today organized an 
interactive session with 
ex-servicemen and Veer 
Naris (war widows) of 
district Shopian to listen 
to their issues.

The event was held 
under the chairmanship 
of Mehmood Ahmad 
Chowdhury, Principal 
District & Sessions Judge, 

Shopian, and conducted 
by Rafie Ahmad Ganie, 
Chief Legal Aid Defense 
Counsel (LADC), Shop-
ian along with Deputy 
Chief LADC, Shahnawaz 
Raina.

During the interac-
tion, ex-servicemen 
shared their grievances 
and highlighted pending 
cases in various courts 
across the district. DLSA 
assured them of full 
support in providing 
free legal aid as per the 

directives of the Jammu 
& Kashmir Legal Services 
Authority ( JKLSA).

Chief LADC reiterated 
DLSA’s commitment to 
ensuring accessible and 
efficient legal assistance 
to ex-servicemen and 
Veer Naris, in line with 
the vision of NALSA 
(National Legal Services 
Authority) and empha-
sized that all necessary 
steps will be taken to 
address their legal con-
cerns promptly.

Inter-Zonal 
Handball & 
Volleyball 
competitions 
for U14 & U17 
conclude in 
Baramulla
HT NEWS SERVICE
BARAMULLA, JULY 12

The thrilling inter-
zonal district level 
Handball and Volley-
ball competition for 
boys under 14 and 
17 concluded today 
with great enthusi-
asm and sportsman-
ship at GDC Boys 
Ground Khawaja 
Bagh and Indoor Sta-
dium Khawaja Bagh.

The event was 
organized by the 
Youth Services and 
Sports department, 
district Baramulla.

In the Under-14 
Handball final, Zone 
Sopore emerged vic-
torious after a spir-
ited contest against 
Zone Wagoora. 
Meanwhile, in the 
Under-17 Handball 
final, Zone Wagoora 
turned the tables 
and clinched the title 
after defeating Zone 
Sopore in an intense 
matchup.

On the Volleyball 
side, the Under-
14 final saw Zone 
Wagoora claim the 
championship by 
overcoming Zone 
Dangiwacha in a 
competitive game. 
In the Under-17 cat-
egory, Zone Danger-
pora outplayed Zone 
Tangmarg in a match 
that drew applause 
for its skillful display 
of teamwork and 
resilience.

DYSSO Baram-
ulla congratulated 
all the winning and 
participating teams, 
emphasizing the 
importance of such 
competitions in nur-
turing sports talent 
and encouraging 
healthy competition 
among youth.

The spotlight now 
shifts to the Under-19 
boys’ Handball and 
Volleyball competi-
tions, scheduled to 
begin on 14th July 
at the same venues, 
where new champi-
ons will be crowned 
in the senior cat-
egory.
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Engines shut down due to fuel 
'cutoff' within seconds leading 
to Jun 12 crash : Probe

PM hails inclusion of Maratha military 
landscapes in UNESCO World Heritage list

NIA arrests key conspirator in ISIS 
Pune sleeper module case

UNI
NEW DELHI, JULY 12

A Preliminary report on 
the Air India flight AI171 
crash in Ahmedabad on 
June 12 today revealed 
that fuel cutoff switches 
were moved from 'run' to 
'cutoff' within a second of 
each other which led to the 
tragedy.

The crash led to i270 
people loosing their lives.

The report reveals that 
within 90 seconds of take 
off, both engines of the 
aircraft shut down unex-
pectedly during the initial 
climb leading to a loss of 
thrust and rapid descent. 
After the switches of both 
engines flipped, the Boeing 
787 Dreamliner immedi-
ately shut down mid-air 
seconds after take-off and 
began to lose thrust and 
sink down, the report by 
India's Aircraft Accident 
Investigation Bureau AIB) 
said.

"The aircraft achieved 
the maximum recorded 
airspeed of 180 Knots IAS 
at about 08:08:42 UTC 
and immediately thereaf-
ter, Engine 1 and Engine 
2 fuel cutoff switches 
transitioned from RUN to 
CUTOFF position one after 
another with a time gap of 
01 sec. The Engine N1 and 
N2 began to decrease from 
their take-off values as the 
fuel supply to the engines 
was cut off," the 15-page 
report said.

The pilots attempted 
to restart the engines by 
moving the fuel control 
switches back to the 'run' 
position. Engine 1 started 
to recover but Engine 2 
was unable to arrest core 
speed deceleration despite 

repeated attempts to rein-
troduce fuel and increase 
core speed acceleration.

The report also revealed 
that just seconds before 
the aircraft lost power 
and went down near 
Ahmedabad airport, one 
pilot asked the other why 
he had cut off fuel to the 
engines, the second pilot 
reportedly denied, saying, 
"did not do so."

"In the cockpit voice 
recording, one of the pilots 
is heard asking the other 
why he cut off. The other 
pilot responded that he did 
not do so," the report said.

"The EAFR recording 
stopped at 08:09:11 UTC At 
about 08:09:05 UTC, one 
of the pilots transmitted 
“Mayday Mayday Mayday 
”. The Air Traffic Control-
ler (ATC) enquired about 
the call sign but did not get 
any response and saw the 
aircraft crashing outside 
the airport boundary.

Significantly the report 
rules out any doubt about 
the fitness of the pilots to 
operate the ill-fated flight. 
‘’The crew of flight AI171 
arrived at the airport 
and underwent preflight 
Breath Analyzer test at 
06:25 UTC and were found 
fit to operate the flight. The 
crew is seen arriving at the 
boarding gate in the CCTV 

recording at about 07:05 
UTC (12:35 IST).’’

It also rules out any 
shortage of fuel or bird 
activity in the adjoining 
areas.

“Fuel on board was 
54,200 Kgs and as per the 
load and trim sheet of the 
flight, the Take-off Weight 
was 2,13,401 Kgs (Max. 
allowed - 2,18,183 Kgs). The 
take-off weight was within 
allowable limits for the 
given conditions.’’

"There was no ‘Danger-
ous Goods’ on the aircraft."

The report also ruled 
out any bird activity saying 
‘’No significant bird activ-
ity is observed in the vicin-
ity of the flight path.’’

Boeing in its initial rec-
tion to the catastrophe 
said they would ‘’continue 
to support’’ the investiga-
tion and the customers. 
The aviation company said 
it would defer to the AIIB 
probe to provide infor-
mation about AI 171, id 
adherence with the United 
Nations International Civil 
Organization Protocol.'

'Our thoughts remain 
with the loved ones of the 
passengers Nd crew on 
board Air India Flight 171 as 
well as everyone affected 
on the ground in Ahmed-
abad. We continue to 
support the investigation 

and our customer. We will 
defer to the AAIB to pro-
vide information about AI 
171 in adherence with the 
United Nations Interna-
tional Protocol known as 
Annex 13,' it said in a state-
ment.

Air India in a statement 
acknowledged that it had 
received the preliminary 
report by AAIB and is 
working closely with stake-
holders and would contin-
ue to fully cooperate with 
AAIB and other authorities 
as their investigation pro-
gresses.

"We stand in solidar-
ity with the families and 
those affected by the AI171 
accident. We continue to 
mourn the loss and are 
fully committed to provid-
ing support during this 
difficult time. We acknowl-
edge receipt of the prelimi-
nary report released by the 
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) today, 
12 July 2025. Air India is 
working closely with stake-
holders, including regula-
tors. We continue to fully 
cooperate with the AAIB 
and other authorities as 
their investigation pro-
gresses."

Air India, however, did 
not comment on the find-
ings of the report saying 
‘’Given the active nature 
of the investigation, we 
are unable to comment on 
specific details and refer 
all such enquiries to the 
AAIB.’’

The Report said ‘’Inves-
tigation is continuing and 
the investigation team will 
review and examine addi-
tional evidence, records 
and information that is 
being sought from the 
stakeholders.’’

UNI
NEW DELHI, JULY 12

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today expressed 
pride and joy over the 
inclusion of the Maratha 
military landscapes of 
India in the UNESCO 
World Heritage List.

He also urged the citi-
zens to visit the inscribed 
heritage of 12 historic 
forts,11 located in Maha-
rashtra and one in Tamil 
Nadu.

In a statement, the 
Prime Minister highlight-
ed the enduring legacy 
of the Maratha empire, 
describing it as synony-
mous with good gover-
nance, military prowess, 
cultural pride, and a deep 
commitment to social wel-

fare. “Great rulers inspire 
us with their refusal to 
bow to any injustice,” he 
remarked.

Urging citizens to visit 
these forts, the Prime 
Minister emphasised the 
importance of engaging 
with India’s rich histori-
cal and cultural heritage.

Modi also recalled his 
2014 visit to Raigad Fort, 

sharing a photograph in 
which he paid tribute to 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj. He described the visit 
as a cherished memory.

Responding to a social 
media post by UNESCO 
announcing the inscrip-
tion, the Prime Minister 
stated:

“Every Indian is elated 
with this recognition. 

These ‘Maratha Military 
Landscapes’ include 12 
majestic forts, 11 of which 
are in Maharashtra and 
one in Tamil Nadu. When 
we speak of the glori-
ous Maratha empire, we 
associate it with good 
governance, military 
strength, cultural pride, 
and emphasis on social 
welfare. The great rulers 
inspire us with their refus-
al to bow to any injustice. 
I call upon everyone to go 
visit these forts and learn 
about the rich history of 
the Maratha empire.”

He shared photographs 
from his visit to Raigad 
Fort, noting, “Had the 
opportunity to bow to 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj. Will always cherish 
that visit.”

UNI
PUNE JULY 12

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has arrested 
a suspected terrorist asso-
ciated with the Islamic 
State (ISIS) in connection 
with a planned terror con-
spiracy.

NIA in a statement today 
said that the 11th accused 
Rizwan Ali, along with the 
10 other accused, had con-
spired to commit a series 
of terror acts to destabilize 
the country and spread 
communal disharmony.

The accused, Rizwan 
Ali, is known by multiple 
names Sami Ali, Abul 
Salina, and Danish, was 
apprehended from Luc-
know.

He is a resident of the 
Daryaganj area in Delhi.

The arrest comes as part 
of an ongoing investigation 
into attempts to carry 
out terror attacks 
across major 
Indian cities 
including Pune 
and Mumbai.

The case first 
surfaced in 2023 
when two indi-
viduals were arrest-
ed in Pune’s Kothrud 
area in connection with a 
motorcycle theft. During 
the probe, authorities dis-
covered their involvement 
in a larger terror plot, 
including plans to launch 
attacks across the coun-
try. Further investigation 
revealed that the duo had 

been residing in the Kond-
hwa area of Pune.

A police raid at their 
residence in Kondhwa led 

to the seizure of 
bomb-making 

materials and 
documents 
containing 
s e n s i t i v e 
information 

related to 
key defence 

establishments 
of the city. Initially 

handled by the Anti-Ter-
rorism Squad (ATS), the 
case was later transferred 
to the NIA.

Upon taking over the 
investigation, the NIA dis-
covered the accused had 
links with ISIS operatives 
active in Pune, Mumbai, 

and Thane. It was also 
found that these individu-
als were trying to radical-
ize and recruit local youth 
into the terror network. A 
case was filed by the NIA 
against 11 suspects, includ-
ing a doctor from Pune.

Rizwan Ali had been on 
the run since the case was 
registered. He was actively 
involved in training others 
in the use of Improvised 
Explosive Devices (IEDs) 
and firearms. His arrest is 
considered a significant 
breakthrough in the Pune 
terror conspiracy case.

In addition to Rizwan 
Ali, ten others have been 
named in the charge sheet 
filed under the Unlawful 
Activities Prevention Act 
(UAPA).

CJI Gavai urges lawyers to uphold 
integrity, mental health, and inclusion
UNI
HYDERABAD, JULY 12

Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
Justice Bhushan Ram-
krishna Gavai, CJI was 
delivering the convoca-
tion address at the 22nd 
Annual Convocation of 
NALSAR University of Law, 
Hyderabad today.

During his address he 
urged the legal frater-
nity to uphold integrity, 
remain grounded in legal 
fundamentals, seek men-
torship, and prioritise 
mental well-being.

Praising NALSAR’s 
journey since its incep-
tion in 1998, Justice Gavai 
described the institution 
as a beacon of legal schol-
arship in South Asia.

“NALSAR has carved a 
distinct identity not just 
in India but across the 
region, with its academic 
excellence and commit-
ment to the spirit of law,” 
he said, highlighting its 
research in areas like dis-
ability rights, gender jus-
tice, tribal rights, law and 
technology, and constitu-
tional governance.

He acknowledged the 
achievements of NALSAR 
alumni many of whom sub-
sequently became senior 
advocates in the High 
Courts and the Supreme 
Court, legal scholars, 
policy experts, and inter-
national researchers. 
“Today, you are not just 
receiving degrees- you are 
joining a living tradition of 
impact and integrity,” he 
told the graduates.

Justice Gavai offered 

candid advice about the 
challenges of the legal 
profession. “It is noble 
and important- but never 
easy. You will often ques-
tion yourself and face 
pressures, but your belief, 
persistence, and presence 
will keep you going,” he 
said.

Highlighting the often-
overlooked issue of mental 
health, he called it a vital 
strategy for survival in the 
legal world. “This profes-
sion can be emotionally 
isolating and mentally 
demanding. Self-care is 
not indulgence—it is pres-
ervation,” he said, quoting 
activist Audre Lorde.

He also addressed 
structural inequalities in 
the legal system. Citing 
global research, he noted 
that access to opportu-
nity often depends more 
on institutional pedigree 
than on merit. “This is 
unfair, but real. We must 

confront this reality with-
out accepting it,” he said, 
urging the profession to 
become more inclusive 
and equitable.

Encouraging students to 
build strong legal founda-
tions, he emphasised the 
importance of mastering 
the basics- constitutional 
law, contract law, civil 
and criminal procedure. 
“There is no shortcut to 
legal excellence,” he said. 
“Trends will come and 
go, but clarity in funda-
mentals will carry you 
through.”

Speaking on mentor-
ship, he called it a game-
changer. “Not everything 
can be learned from 
books or judgments. 
Some lessons are passed 
on through conversation, 
guidance, and encourage-
ment,” he said. “Seek men-
tors with integrity, and 
one day, become a mentor 
yourself.”

Justice Gavai also 
advised students to care-
fully consider foreign edu-
cation. “A foreign degree 
is not a stamp of worth. 
Do not put yourself or 
your family under finan-
cial stress for validation,” 
he said, advocating for 
thoughtful planning over 
peer pressure.

Calling for investment in 
India’s postgraduate legal 
education and research, 
he said, “We must build 
nurturing academic eco-
systems that retain and 
welcome talent, restore 
dignity to legal research, 
and offer transparent 
opportunities.”

He ended his address 
with heartfelt advice to the 
graduates: “Never ignore 
five things- friends, family, 
books, hobbies, health, 
and imagination. The law 
is not just a profession- 
it is a canvas to express, 
reform, and heal.”

The convocation was 
presided over by Justice 
Sujoy Paul, Acting Chief 
Justice of the Telangana 
High Court and Chancel-
lor of NALSAR. Telangana 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy and Supreme Court 
Judge Justice P S Narasim-
ha graced the ceremony as 
Guests of Honour.

Several other judges of 
the Supreme Court and 
High Courts of Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh, 
along with Telangana Min-
isters, were present at the 
convocation, celebrating 
the achievements of grad-
uating students, postgrad-
uates, and Ph.D. scholars.

ED files supplementary 
chargesheet against MLA in 
MSCB laundering case
UNI
MUMBAI, JULY 12

Troubles mounted for NCP (Sharad Pawar faction) 
MLA Rohit Pawar as the Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
filed a supplementary chargesheet against him in con-
nection with the Maharashtra State Cooperative Bank 
(MSCB) scam.

The chargesheet has been submitted under the pro-
visions of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA), in a special court in Mumbai.

The court has yet to take cognizance of the supple-
mentary chargesheet. The development is seen as a 
major blow to the Pawar family, a prominent political 
dynasty in Maharashtra.

Before filing the chargesheet, the ED had already 
attached assets worth over rupees 50 crore belonging 
to Rohit Pawar’s company, Baramati Agro.

In January 2023, the ED conducted raids at several 
locations, including premises linked to Baramati Agro. 
Subsequently, Rohit Pawar, who represents the Karjat-
Jamkhed constituency, was summoned to the ED’s 
Mumbai office for questioning.

In March 2023, the ED provisionally attached assets 
worth Rs 50.20 crore, which included 161.30 acres of 
land in Kannad (Aurangabad district), a sugar factory, 
machinery, and buildings. The ED alleges that the 
properties originally belonged to Kannad Cooperative 
Sugar Factory Ltd. (Kannad SSK) and were acquired by 
Baramati Agro through a "fraudulent auction process."

The agency contends that these properties repre-
sent "proceeds of crime" and that the acquisition vio-
lates anti-money laundering laws.

Four killed as car hits goods-laden 
truck in West Medinipur
UNI
KOLKATA, JULY 12

Four people were killed when their Scorpio on a high 
speed jumped the divider and fell on the other lane on 
NO 16 NH and hit a tomato-laden truck at Rani Sarai 
under Belda in West Bengal's West Medinipur, police 
said today. All the victims, the residents of Asansol in 
West Burdman, were the occupants of Scorpio, which 
turned into a mangle of scrap by the impact of the 
violent accident. Only one occupant was identified 
as Atanu Guha. All the victims were taken to Belda 
hospital where medics declared all dead. The accident 
happened around 6 am when the victims were travel-
ling towards Baleswar in Odisha and the truck on the 
other lane was heading in the opposite direction.

Kerala has devised several 
strategies to contain Nipah: 
Dr. Rajan Khobragade
UNI
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 
JULY 12

In view of the rising 
Nipah cases, the Health 
Department in Kerala 
has devised and imple-
mented several strategies 
across the state to con-
tain the epidemic, said 
Dr. Rajan Khobragade, 
Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Health and Family 
Welfare.

Dr. Khobragade made 
these remarks while inau-
gurating an international 
conference on 'Nipah 
and Other Zoonotic Spill-
overs - Integrating Health 
Strategies for Prevention' 
held here yesterday and 
emphasized the need for 
collaboration.

Pointing out the state 
Government's commit-
ment to detecting and 
containing epidemics 
that have affected the 
state since 2019, he high-
lighted the importance 
of One Health concept 
in the current scenario 
and sought support from 
institutions such as the 
Institute of Advanced 
Virology to strengthen 
the public health system 
in the state.

The conference was 
organized in collabora-
tion with the Department 
of Infectious Diseases, 
Government Medical 
College, Thiruvanantha-
puram, and the Kerala 
One Health Centre for 
Nipah Research and 
Resilience.

Dr. Simmi Tiwari, Joint 
Director of the National 

Centre for Disease Con-
trol, congratulated the 
Government of Kerala 
for establishing the Insti-
tute of Advanced Virol-
ogy (IAV), stating that 
the institute has already 
made a mark in the field 
of virology and can sig-
nificantly contribute to 
improving public health 
and epidemic prepared-
ness in both the state and 
the country.

She emphasized the 
need to expand diagnos-
tic facilities for the timely 
detection of zoonotic 
spillover infections that 
frequently impact the 
state.

Sessions on various 
topics were delivered by 
eminent international 
and national experts, 
including Dr. Emily 
Gurley, Professor of 
the Practice, Infectious 
Disease Epidemiology, 
Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, Baltimore, USA; Dr. 
Vidya Arankalle, Nation-
al Institute of Virology, 
Pune; Dr. Guruprasad 
R. Medigeshi, Professor, 
IISER Tirupati; Dr. Sobha 
Mammen, Professor, 
CMC Vellore; Dr. Ummer 
Karadan, Baby Memorial 
Hospital, Kozhikode; Dr. 
Sheen Job, Consultant, 
Union Ministry of Health 
& Family Welfare; Dr. 
Biju Soman, Sree Chitra 
Tirunal Institute for Med-
ical Sciences and Tech-
nology; Dr. Sreelekshmi 
M, National Institute of 
Virology, Pune; and Dr. 
Jon Epstein, Epidemiolo-
gist, One Health Science, 
USA.

Srinagar, Sunday
13-July-2025

HT-NATIONAL 11
15TH

YEAR OF 
PUBLICATION SRIANGAR, TUESDAY

15-JULY-2025



4Srinagar, Tuesday
15-July-2025

Voice To The Voiceless

15TH
YEAR   OF

PUBLICATION HT - EDIT
HT EDITORIAL

Views,Opinions, facts etc  Expressed by the Authors are their Own and Headlines Today doesn't acknowledge the viewpoint in any manner. And the claims made by the advertisers, 
promoters through their write-ups need to be ascertained by the readers and Headlines Today Shall not be held responsible for any misleading information in any manner...

Maintain parks and 
gardens of Srinagar city

Over the past few years many parks and 
gardens have come up in Srinagar city and 
these have provided a space for the city 
residents to go and enjoy nature. Since it is 
important to maintain the parks and gardens, 
necessary staff should be put in place. Ade-
quate number of gardeners needs to be 
engaged for maintaining the parks and gar-
dens across the city. This would give a refresh-
ing look to the overall landscape of the Srinagar 
city.

As on date there are just a few gardeners 
available to maintain the parks and gardens 
of Srinagar city. Since most of these parks 
come under the jurisdiction of Srinagar Munic-
ipal Corporation (SMC) the corporation is not 
in a position to engage the gardeners for 
maintaining these parks. As such wild grass 
has come up in most of these parks and gar-
dens and the whole area presents a shabby 
look. In such a manner the beauty and mag-
nificence of the parks and gardens is no more 
there.

The SMC should get in touch with the Depart-
ment of Floriculture for the maintenance and 
upkeep of the parks and gardens located in 
the Srinagar city. Since the Department of 
Floriculture has got the mandate to look after 
the parks and gardens across the union terri-
tory the experts of the department can provide 
useful tips to the SMC and the concerned wing 
of the corporation. As the primary aim of SMC 
and the people manning the affairs of the 
corporation is to maintain the beauty and 
magnificence of Srinagar it is important to get 
serious about the issue.

The SMC should engage the gardeners so 
that there is no compromise on the overall 
landscape of parks and gardens being looked 
after by the corporation. This would give a 
refreshing look to the parks and gardens. At 
the same time employment can be gener-
ated for the youth who have expertise in 
gardening and allied activities. It is not neces-
sary to engage gardeners on a regular basis 
but this can be done from one season to 
another.

Not maintaining the parks and gardens 
gives a bad look to the overall surroundings 
and does not augur well for a city which is one 
of the smart cities of the country. Action needs 
to be taken at the earliest so that a change is 
made on the ground and people are elated. 
Once parks and gardens are maintained 
properly more and more people will go and 
visit them.
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Books: A Silent Friend and 
a Promising Guide

 � Sahil Manzoor

Books are more than paper and 
ink. They are silent friends, patient 
teachers, and lifelong companions. 
They never demand, never complain—
they simply sit, ready to enlighten, 
entertain, and guide. In fact, books 
are precious assets, a treasury of 
knowledge, and the best alternative 
to idleness. They nurture curiosity, 
spark imagination, and build a strong 
foundation of knowledge.

Why Read Books?
For students, especially up to 10th 

grade, reading is essential not just for 
exams but for holistic development. 
NCERT books, along with weekly or 
monthly general knowledge maga-
zines, are ideal resources. They pro-
vide essential insights into various 
subjects, including science, mathe-
matics, history, civics, and languages 
like Urdu, Hindi, and English.

It is unfortunate that many stu-
dents pursuing professional courses 
tend to ignore these subjects, assum-
ing they are irrelevant. However, a 
strong grip on foundational subjects 
enriches our overall understanding 
and enhances our ability to com-
municate and think critically.

We must remember:
Reading should be a habit, a life-

style, and a source of lifelong learning.

Encouraging Independent 

Learning
As teachers and parents, we must 

provide students with access to a 
variety of books—storybooks, novels, 
biographies, reference books, and 
religious texts. These help them 
explore new ideas and develop inter-
ests beyond the syllabus. A free and 
happy learning zone—where reading 
is done without pressure—encour-
ages children to become independent 
learners.

A student who reads regularly:
 � Builds a strong vocabulary
 � Improves communication 

skills
 � Gains general awareness
 � Develops analytical think-

ing
 � Becomes more confident
 � Spoken English & Basic 

Knowledge
By the time students reach 10th 

standard, they should have a good 
command of spoken English and a 
firm grip on basic concepts across all 
subjects. A degree alone is not enough. 
The real value lies in the ability to 
express, explain, and engage—skills 
that are sharpened by reading.

Home Library: A Valuable Initia-
tive

One powerful idea is to encourage 
students to maintain a home library 
with at least 15–20 books. This initia-
tive can be supported by rewarding 
students with stars or remarks in 
their progress reports.

Let’s transform the use of almirahs 
and shelves. Instead of showpieces 
and decoration items, let them hold 
books—books that open windows to 
the world, books that build character 
and understanding.

Having a personal book collec-
tion at home gives students:

 � Easy access to trending 
books for exams

 � Storybooks to nurture imag-
ination

 � Novels to build language 
and empathy

 � Religious books to strength-
en morals

 � The joy of reading in their 
own space

This small step can create a read-
ing culture at home and reduce 
dependence on public libraries.

In Conclusion
Reading books is a gift we give 

ourselves. As educators and guard-
ians, we must promote the joy of 
reading, build mini home libraries, 
and reward book-loving behavior. 
This habit will not only enhance aca-
demic performance but also prepare 
students for life’s real challenges—
with knowledge, confidence, and 
wisdom.

“Books are a uniquely portable 
magic.” – Stephen King

sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.
com

The Silent Erosion of Urdu in Recruitment:

A Crisis in J&K
Zabaan-e-Urdu hai jiske lahu mein Hind ki mitti ki khushboo basi hai

Allama Iqbal

 � Dr Mohiudin Zore Kashmiri

A quiet but consequential crisis has been unfold-
ing in Jammu and Kashmir—one that concerns not 
politics or security, but the gradual marginalization 
of Urdu, the very language that forms the soul of 
its cultural and administrative identity. At the heart 
of this issue lies a troubling mindset, especially 
among certain urban populations, that sees Urdu 
as obsolete—irrelevant in the modern architecture 
of governance, competitive examinations, and even 
daily life.

This dismissive attitude, born of both ignorance 
and arrogance, has steadily undermined the status 
of Urdu in public service. Institutions like UPSC, 
JKPSC, and JKSSB have traditionally upheld Urdu’s 
significance—either as a core subject in administra-
tive services like IAS and JKAS, or as a compulsory 
paper in certain technical and clerical posts. But 
today, this legacy stands in peril, challenged not by 
merit but by apathy.

A growing segment of youth, particularly those 
swayed by superficial notions of modernity, now 
view Urdu not as a bridge to opportunity, but as a 
barrier. Tragically, these same young individuals—
often lacking direction or deep academic prepara-
tion—resist any positive initiative involving the 
language. Instead of rising to the challenge, they 
choose to politicize progress, derailing steps that 
could empower them.

In this climate, the very institutions meant to 
nurture competence—schools, colleges, and coach-
ing centres—have largely turned away from Urdu, 
omitting it from serious instruction. The result? 
When aspirants face recruitment examinations 
such as those conducted by the JKSSB, they are left 
floundering—unprepared to respond in a language 
that should have been second nature.

Urdu is not merely a subject to be memorized; 
it is a secular, inclusive medium—a language that 

transcends caste, creed, and community. It carries 
within it the echo of shared history, poetry, juris-
prudence, and administration. Its neglect is not just 
an educational lapse but a cultural amputation that 
threatens the fabric of Jammu and Kashmir.

What is required now is bold and deliberate 
action, both at the policy level and within the edu-
cational framework. Urdu must be reclaimed—not 
as a burden, but as an essential skill for governance, 
communication, and civil society. It should be seen 
not only as an academic discipline but as a tool that 
enables effective administration in a region where 
official documentation, correspondence, and inter-
personal dealings are still deeply rooted in it vocab-
ulary.To continue ignoring Urdu in the recruitment 
landscape is to deny access to deserving candidates, 

especially those who would otherwise thrive if 
given proper training. It is also to weaken the very 
foundation of inclusive and representative gover-
nance in Jammu and Kashmir.

In conclusion, Urdu is not in crisis because it has 
failed us—rather, we have failed it. If we are to 
preserve both the administrative cohesion and the 
cultural dignity of Jammu and Kashmir, we must 
act with urgency. Let us return Urdu to its rightful 
place—not just in examination halls, but in the 
hearts and minds of our youth.

The author is a Associate Prof. Urdu Dept. of 
Hr Edu JK Gov. R/o Daruladab Farashgund 

Soibugh, Budgam Kashmir 191111. Email: 
drzoreurdu@gmail.com
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Transfer Policy Delayed, Teachers Anxious
Transfer Policy 2025: Results Ready, Hopes on Hold

 � Dr. Satyawan Saurabh 

Teachers in Haryana are once again 
caught in confusion, rumours and incom-
plete information. Every morning in schools 
begins with tea and a discussion in the 
staffroom – “When will the transfers take 
place?” No one has an answer to this ques-
tion, but everyone has a guess. Some say 
in August, some say after the cabinet, some 
believe that now that the session is in the 
middle, the department will not do any-
thing. Everything seems to be stagnant, 
blurred and hanging in the balance. 

The results of the examination con-
ducted for teacher deployment in Model 
Sanskriti Vidyalayas and schools selected 
under the Pradhan Mantri Shri Yojana are 
ready. But the announcement is not being 
made because the Common Transfer Pol-
icy 2025 has not yet received cabinet 
approval. Here the question becomes 
imperative that before conducting the 
examination, was it not ensured that the 
policy has been made or what will be the 
time limit for its approval? If the result of 
the examination depends on the policy, 
then why was it taken earlier? Is this an 
administrative lapse or political delay? 

Another argument being given for not 
declaring the results is that they are kept 
in sealed envelopes which no one has seen, 
so that no interference is possible. This 
tradition of “sealed honesty” on one hand 
shows that the department is pretending 
to be transparent and on the other hand it 
also makes it clear that the department 
itself is afraid of some possible 'game' with 
the results. 

What makes this situation even more 
ridiculous is the department's double 
standards - when it creates a structure like 
SMC (School Management Committee) and 
then dissolves it within a month. This is 
the same department that has been talk-
ing about transfers since December and 
did not take any concrete steps until July. 
Every week a new order comes and the 
next week some other officer cancels it. 
This makes it clear that there is a complete 
lack of coordination in the department. 
Everyone is ready to take a "decision" at 
their own level, but there is no one to give 
direction to the education system. 

The teachers have become mentally 
exhausted due to this confusion and 
opaqueness. In every school, the discussion 
revolves around this one issue – someone 
is getting the transfer file prepared, some-
one is getting the CCL form filled, someone 
is waiting for the result, and someone is 
trying to gather information from his 
contacts. There is a kind of mental tension 
and instability which is affecting the work 
of the teachers. In such a situation, it is 
worth thinking that the system on which 

the future generation is dependent has 
itself become unstable and confusing. 

The reason behind this is not only the 
indecisiveness of the administration but 
also the neglect of political priorities. Gov-
ernments are busy with elections, 
announcements and showy schemes but 
there is no clarity on basic needs like the 
teacher transfer policy. When teachers are 
mentally unstable, how will the education 
of children remain stable? In many districts 
of Haryana, the same teacher is teaching 
in two schools, some schools do not have 
subject experts, and on the other hand, 
those who should be transferred are stuck 
at the same place for years. 

There was talk of an online transfer 
system based on MIS (Management Infor-
mation System). But due to the lack of a 
policy, this system is also not able to be 
updated. Claims were made to make the 
processes transparent in the name of tech-
nology, but until the policy is made, every-
thing is just a click away. This is a digital 
dream that has not yet come true. 

Teachers were promoted, many posi-
tions became vacant. Now the question is 

whether transfers will happen after pro-
motion? If yes, then how many more pro-
motions are pending? There is no answer 
to these questions on the departmental 
website, there are only rumours in the 
WhatsApp groups of teachers' organiza-
tions. Not only this, according to an official 
of the department itself, the cabinet meet-
ing is proposed in August. This means that 
the policy will come by the last week of 
August, by then the middle of the session 
will come. And then the same argument 
will be given that transfers should be post-
poned till the next session so that the 
studies of the children are not interrupted. 

This cycle is repeated every year. The 
policy is not made, then it is said that the 
session is in between. Teachers are not 
able to plan themselves. Neither can they 
take CCL, nor can they prepare mentally 
whether they will get a transfer or not. 
The department is in a serious crisis – 
where files are moving but no decision 
is being taken. 

Students suffer the most due to this 
confusion. When a teacher is waiting for 
a transfer for two years, his attention 

naturally shifts from teaching. There are 
many teachers who are working hundreds 
of kilometres away from home and are 
mentally disturbed due to family respon-
sibilities. Will they be able to educate 
children with this mindset? 

It is also true that politics has been going 
on in the name of transfers in Haryana for 
years. Sometimes there is nepotism in the 
transfer list, sometimes transfers are 
stopped before panchayat elections, some-
times names are added or removed at the 
behest of some leader. Transparency is 
talked about only in policy papers, there 
is no sign of it on the ground. 

If the government and the department 
really want to take education reform seri-
ously, they will have to take concrete steps 
to improve this situation. Firstly – a clear 
timeline should be given as to when the 
transfer policy will come. Second – confu-
sion should not be spread about exam 
results until the policy comes. Third – 
departmental coordination should be 
increased so that after an order is issued, 
no other officer can cancel it. And most 
important – every process should be made 
trackable online. 

Transfer is not a favour, it is the teacher's 
right. Presenting it as a "favour" is a derog-
atory attitude. Teachers are neither polit-
ical workers nor part of any group. They 
are the foundation stones on which the 
future of society stands. And if the founda-
tion itself is kept in uncertainty, how can 
the peak be strong? 

This article is a request to the education 
department and the government to come 
out of this confusion, indecisiveness and 
administrative cowardice. Instead of keep-
ing the transfer policy confined to files and 
lockers, it should be implemented on the 
ground. Because the teacher is tired now. 
And when the teacher is tired, the whole 
society becomes lethargic. 

The author is a Independent colum-
nist and educationist, Hisar (Haryana)

 � Munish Bhatia

Today, as the world navigates new 
chapters of health security, biological 
disasters, and pandemic manage-
ment, the fight against HIV remains 
a major unfinished agenda. If an effec-
tive AIDS vaccine were to be devel-
oped and made accessible in India, it 
could bring about far-reaching and 
multidimensional positive outcomes. 
Nearly 2.4 million people in India are 
living with HIV, many of whom come 
from rural, economically disadvan-
taged, and socially marginalized 
backgrounds. The availability of a 
vaccine could lead to a dramatic drop 
in infection rates, reduce the burden 
on the healthcare system, increase 
life expectancy, and accelerate socio-
economic progress.

Such a vaccine would be particu-
larly impactful for high-risk groups 
like commercial sex workers, the 
transgender community, homosex-
ual men, and individuals with sub-
stance abuse disorders. It would not 
only be a solution to a public health 
crisis but also mark a historic step 
toward social justice and equality.

The COVID-19 pandemic taught 
us that when science, government, 
and society work together, even the 
seemingly impossible becomes 
achievable. A vaccine for COVID was 
developed within a year, while even 
after four decades of the HIV epi-
demic, an effective vaccine still eludes 
us. This comparison forces us to ques-
tion: did HIV vaccine research receive 
the same political will, financial 
investment, and public support that 
COVID did?

Even today, vulnerable groups like 

rural populations, the uneducated, 
and transgender individuals suffer 
from discrimination, misinformation, 
and ignorance. HIV weakens the 
immune system, making even com-
mon diseases potentially fatal. If not 
diagnosed and treated in time, it can 
lead to AIDS, significantly reducing 
chances of survival. The virus spreads 
through unprotected sexual contact, 
use of infected needles, and blood 
transfusion. Therefore, AIDS remains 
a significant health threat, and con-
tinued awareness, safe practices, and 
persistent research are crucial to its 
containment.

In today’s digital age, where infor-
mation is more accessible than ever, 
the myths and stigma surrounding 
AIDS still persist. These mental and 
societal barriers must be broken—
perhaps even more urgently than the 
search for a vaccine. Today’s youth 
are more aware, tech-savvy, and 
socially sensitive. They must engage 
openly in discussions about HIV in 
schools, colleges, and on social media 
platforms. Promoting safe sexual 
behavior, regular testing, and compas-
sionate treatment of those infected 
should become a norm. This will 
create the social foundation upon 

which any vaccine program can be 
successful.

As India moves rapidly toward 
becoming a global hub for biotechnol-
ogy, it is essential that the government 
and policymakers give the highest 
priority to HIV vaccine research and 
ensure adequate financial support. 
Simultaneously, we must strengthen 
public health infrastructure to make 
testing, treatment, and prevention 
services universally accessible. Ensur-
ing smooth access to health education 
and resources, especially for rural 
and underprivileged populations, is 
of utmost importance so they can 
receive timely information and assis-
tance.

A broad national awareness cam-
paign must be launched to combat 
the stigma and discrimination asso-
ciated with AIDS. Such efforts would 
foster inclusion and empathy, enabling 
those living with HIV to receive the 
respect and support they deserve. 
Every citizen is expected to play an 
active role in dispelling myths and 
misconceptions about AIDS. By edu-
cating themselves and spreading 
awareness in their families and com-
munities, adopting safe sexual prac-
tices, and getting tested periodically, 
they can contribute significantly to 
the collective fight against this dis-
ease. By treating HIV-positive indi-
viduals with empathy and refraining 
from discrimination, they can help 
foster a more inclusive society.

Through social media and inter-
personal communication, people can 
spread the right messages and play 
a vital part in building an AIDS-free 
society. In today’s era—where science 
has demonstrated its capacity for 
miracles—it becomes even more 
imperative to focus public attention 
on the HIV vaccine. If we resolve today 
that the future must be AIDS-free, 
then science, society, and gover-
nance—together—can build that 
future.

 
munishbhatia122@gmail.com

 � Insha Shafiq

A good subject is the one that sharpens your mind 
, grabs your interest , helps you to understand the world 
and its happenings in a better way , the subject that 
you enjoy studying , which feels more like a journey .

For me that subject is political science  .The word 
politics has been derived from a greek word Polis which 
means city state. It is a social science subject in which 
we study about state , govt, political power , Public 
adminstration,  self governance, peace , conflicts , war 
, elections , political behavior, international law and 
much more  . 

It is said that a teacher plays an important role at 
every stage of learning.A student's liking for a subject 
completely depends on the efforts of teacher. In my 
journey of liking pol science respected "Qazi Syed 
Sajad" sir played a major role. He is Senior Lecturer of 
this marvelous subject at my Govt Higher Secondary 
School Delina Baramulla. I never thought that the 
subject I always felt boredom will become my favou-
rite.But his teaching method , way of imparting knowl-
edge, makes even the toughest topic simple and inter-
esting .How he connects topics with real life examples 
makes learning more intersting .In the first lecture of 
his class I was introduced to the political science which 
was much more interesting , reliable and fascinating. 
I came to know that political science is not just book 
oriented but it also gives us information which is use-
ful in our everyday life .It is a subject of serving people,  
promoting justice and ensuring dignity of each and 
every citizen of country .

I like political science because it makes me feel 
curious and excited , it makes learning feel like  a 
journey of truth , justice , equality .Studying political 
science feels fun not bardon  as it is related to our real 
life  . we understand how the govt works, the election 
system of our country , rights of people , duties of 
citizens of india , different organs of govt (I.e legislature 
, executive and judiciary ) , concepts like federalism , 
secularism , social justice , freedom , equality etc  only 
through political science . And having knowledge about 
these concept  is important for each and every citizen 
of india .

While science is based on fixed formulas political 
science is a dynamic subject , covering all aspects of 
society ,  helps to bring change in the society and make 
it better .

As far as scope of this subject is concerned it paved 
way for student to become a politician , PM , journal-
ist,  lawyer judge,  IAS , KAS  and provides many more 
career opportunities. 

In net shall political science is an intresting  and 
mind challenging subject that comes with a number 
of career opportunities for students and is being 
highly admired by a number Of students .

The author is a Class 11th Student at GHSS 
Delina Baramulla 

I like political science because it 
makes me feel curious and 
excited , it makes learning feel like  
a journey of truth , justice , 
equality .Studying political 
science feels fun not bardon  as it 
is related to our real life  . we 
understand how the govt works, 
the election system of our country 
, rights of people , duties of citizens 
of india , different organs of govt 
(I.e legislature , executive and 
judiciary ) , concepts like 
federalism , secularism , social 
justice , freedom , equality etc  
only through political science . 
And having knowledge about 
these concept  is important for 
each and every citizen
of india 



DGP J&K Visits Handwara’s 
Rajwar Region, Interacts 

With Frontline Forces
DR.AB QAYOOM 

HT CORRESPONDENT

Handwara,Jul,14:In a 
significant and first-of-its-
kind development, the Di-
rector General of Police, 
Jammu and Kashmir, Shri 
Nalin Prabhat (IPS), on Mon-
day visited the remote and 
hilly Rajwar forest area in 
Zachaldara, Handwara. This 
marked the first-ever visit 
by  Police Chief to this inac-
cessible region of North 
Kashmir.The visit was aimed 
at encouraging and boost-
ing the morale of the Special 
Operations Group (SOG) 
personnel deployed in the 
challenging forested ter-
rains. The DGP’s direct in-
teraction with the frontline 
personnel was widely wel-
comed by officers and 
jawans alike.During his 
interaction, the DGP em-
phasized the importance 
of mastering modern jungle 
warfare tactics, especially 
in areas where prolonged 
anti-terror operations de-
mand exceptional physical 
endurance, tactical aware-

ness, and deep familiarity 
with the local terrain.He 
urged the forces to enhance 
their operational prepared-
ness and maintain high 
levels of vigilance to deny 
militants any opportunity 
to establish footholds in such 
difficult areas.The visit was 
received with enthusiasm 
by the SOG teams, who ap-

preciated the leadership’s 
direct engagement and as-
surance of operational and 
welfare support.The move 
reaffirms the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police’s commit-
ment to maintaining peace 
and strengthening anti-
terror operations in every 
corner of the Union Terri-
tory, including its most 

Annual Urs of 
Sufi Saint Celebrated with 

Fervour in Ganderbal 
HT NEWS NETWORK

Ganderbal, 13 July 2025: The an-
nual Urs of revered Sufi Saint Syed 
Peer Akbar Shah Khaleefa-e-Naqa-
shbandi (RA) was observed with great 
religious fervour in Ganderbal, Kash-
mir. The serene surroundings of Wali-
war Lar resonated with prayers, hymns, 
and the fragrant aroma of incense, 
as devotees of all ages congregated 
to pay homage and partake in the 
sacred rituals of the Urs.

Devotees gathered at the shrine 
to seek blessings and pay their respects 
to Hazrat Syed Peer Akbar Shah 
Khaleefa-e-Naqashbandi (RA). Among 
the attendees was Mohd Usman Gu-
jjar from Reasi district, Jammu, who 
expressed his devotion, saying, “At-
tending the Urs fills my heart with 
tranquility and brings me closer to 
the teachings of Hazrat Syed Peer 
Akbar Shah Khaleefa-e-Naqashban-
di (RA). His message of love, peace, 
and unity resonates with me, and I 
feel blessed to be part of this spiri-
tual gathering.”

The event featured special con-
gregational prayers at Darga Aliyaa, 
where devotees fervently prayed for 
the well-being and prosperity of the 
Muslim Ummah, with particular em-
phasis on the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir. The atmosphere was imbued 
with faith and devotion as individu-
als sought spiritual enlightenment 
and divine blessings.

During the Urs, devotees also had 
the opportunity to witness the Tabar-
kat (sacred relics) associated with 
Hazrat Syed Peer Akbar Shah Khaleefa-
e-Naqashbandi (RA). It is believed 
that these relics hold spiritual bless-
ings and serve as sources of inspira-

tion and healing for the faithful.
Sajada Nasaden Khaleefa Silsilla, 

Syed Peer Afsar Shah, Syed Peer Skin-
dar Shah, and Per Aksar Shah high-
lighted the significance of the Urs 
and emphasized the teachings of 
Hazrat Syed Peer Akbar Shah Khaleefa-
e-Naqashbandi (RA) in fostering so-
cietal virtues. They stated, “The an-
nual Urs is a time for introspection 
and renewing our commitment to 
live by the teachings of our revered 
saint. It is an occasion to promote 
unity, love, and harmony within our 
communities.”

Mufti Nazir Ahmad Qadari under-
scored that the Urs serves as a re-

minder of the timeless values advo-
cated by Hazrat Syed Peer Akbar Shah 
Khaleefa-e-Naqashbandi (RA)—values 
of peace, compassion, and social har-
mony. The event unites people from 
diverse backgrounds, transcending 
caste, creed, and gender, as they come 
together in devotion and seek spiri-
tual guidance.

The celebration of the Urs in Gan-
derbal reflects the enduring spiri-
tual legacy of Hazrat Syed Peer Akbar 
Shah Khaleefa-e-Naqashbandi (RA) 
and reinforces the messages of love, 
unity, and peaceful coexistence in 
society.

Young Kashmiri Lawyer Umar Masoodi 
Selected for Prestigious Human Rights Program 

at University of Oslo in Norway
Masoodi earns place in globally competitive NCHR Intensive Course in Human Rights, joining 

a distinguished cohort selected from a pool of over 4,700 applicants worldwide.

HT NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar, July 13, Continuing his tra-
jectory of international recognition, 
Umar Masoodi, a young lawyer from 
Kashmir, has been selected for the In-
tensive Course in Human Rights host-
ed by the Norwegian Centre for Human 
Rights (NCHR) at the University of Oslo.

The course, to be held in Oslo from 
September 1–5, 2025, is one of the most 
sought-after short-term global human 
rights training programs and received 
an unprecedented 4,758 applications 
this year. Masoodi is among the very 
few selected participants who will also 
receive a full stipend to attend.

Currently engaged as a Research As-
sistant at the High Court of Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh. His professional 
role, paired with his academic back-
ground and grassroots advocacy, posi-
tioned him as a strong candidate for 
the NCHR program, which prioritizes 
diversity in experience and regional 
representation.

The NCHR Intensive Course is a rig-
orous, interdisciplinary program de-
signed to equip professionals with a 
foundational understanding of inter-
national human rights law, enforcement 
mechanisms, and emerging global chal-
lenges. It brings together legal practi-
tioners, public officials, civil society 
actors, academics, and independent 
institution representatives from around 
the world to foster cross-sectoral dia-
logue and collaboration.

Masoodi’s participation is fully 
funded by NORAD (Norwegian Agency 
for Development Cooperation) covering 
international travel, accommodation, 
meals during the program, as well as a 
NOK 3,500 stipend to cover visa-relat-
ed and incidental costs. The curriculum 
emphasizes participatory learning, group 

work, and real-world application of 
legal standards, with lectures delivered 
by globally renowned human rights 
scholars and experts.

His professional background and 
interest in international law made him 
a standout applicant for this interdis-
ciplinary course, which is known for 
attracting legal professionals, civil so-
ciety representatives, and public officials 
from diverse regions.

Organizers highlighted the course’s 
value as a platform for professional ex-
change and learning, stating that this 
year’s selection was particularly com-
petitive. Participants are expected to 
complete preparatory readings and 
fully engage with the academic content 
and group exercises during the course.

“I’m grateful and honored to be se-
lected for this unique international 
opportunity,” said Masoodi. “The chance 
to learn from and collaborate with peers 
and experts from around the world is 
something I value deeply.”

This marks another international 
achievement for Masoodi. In 2024, he 
completed advanced training in "busi-
ness & human rights" at the Lucerne 
Academy for Human Rights Implemen-
tation in Switzerland.

Earlier this year in May, Masoodi 
was also selected for the beVisioneers 
Fellowship, a prestigious global program 
backed by Mercedes-Benz, which sup-
ports young changemakers working on 
sustainability and environmental proj-
ects. 

He was also invited by the European 
Union to participate in the European 
Youth Event (EYE2025) at the Euro-
pean Parliament in Strasbourg, France 
this year in June

With a growing list of recognitions, 
Masoodi’s upcoming participation in 
the Oslo program marks another step 
in his journey. It also reflects a broader 
trend of young professionals from the 
region stepping into global policy and 
academic spaces with purpose and clar-
ity of vision.

 REMEMBERING THE BRAVE: 
MILITARY VETERANS VEERNARI 
DELEGATION VISITS CHINAR CORPS 
AHEAD OF 26TH KARGIL VIJAY DIWAS 

HT NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar, 03 Jul 2025 :  
Kargil Vijay Diwas is an 
opportunity for us to re-
dedicate ourselves to in-
trepid leadership, grit, 
selflessness and sacrifice 
rendered by the Indian 
Army in the rarefied 
heights of Kargil, while 
evicting devious Pakistani 
aggressors and defending 
sovereignty of our moth-
erland during the Kargil 
War of 1999.  Kargil Vijay 
Diwas is hence, just not a 
date for remembrance but 
also a day for celebration 
of patriotism, valour and 
of our Nation's Resolve. 
This year we shall celebrate 
26th anniversary of our 
victory by hosting solemn 
events at Srinagar, Drass 
and Kargil. 

As a pre-cursor to 26th 
Kargil Vijay Diwas celebra-
tions, Akhil Bhartiya 
Poorva Sainik Seva Pari-
shad initiated an Ex-Ser-
vicemen visit to Srinagar, 
followed by visit to Drass 
and Kargil as part of Kar-
gil Vijay Diwas 2025, un-
derscoring the spirit and 
fervour of patriotism 
amongst the Armed Forc-
es Veterans. The team of 
our valiant Veterans & Veer 
Naris was led by Rear Ad-
miral Rajvir Singh (Retd), 
who held the prestigious 
appointment of Principal 
of Indian Naval Academy 
before superannuation, 
arrived at Badami Bagh 
Cantonment, Srinagar on 
02 Jul 2025. The Veterans 
& Veer Naris paid obei-
sance and tribute at the 
Chinar War Memorial, 
visited "Ibadat-e-Shaha-

dat" museum and took a 
walk through the rich 
heritage & culture of 
Jammu and Kashmir as 
well as the history of valour 
of the Indian Army & Chi-
nar Corps towards van-
quishing our enemy and 
in establishing peace in 
the Kashmir Valley.   

The team interacted 
with the Chinar Corps 
Commander and discussed 
the role of                          Ex-
Servicemen, in collaborat-
ing with the Kashmiri 
society towards Nation 
Building. The Corps Com-
mander lauded the en-
ergy, spirit and camara-
derie of the Veterans and 
the Kargil Bravehearts 
which epitomise the moto 
of "Naam Namak aur 
Nishaan" and highlights 
the fact that “Once a Sol-
dier Always a Soldier".

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI

(EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 1ST CLASS)
Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed 
Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer Wagoora)/ 
chokedar  hassubmitted case file pertaining
to Birth  of   AYRA DAWOOD    D/O DAWOOD AHMAD LONE    R/O NAID 
KHAIE   Tehsil HAJAN      Distt. Baramulla having verified the date of Birth    as  
28/12/2022 and  event has been shown to be occured  at SDH KREERI  for 
issuance of delay order .In this  connection .
 if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of Birth  
certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07 days, after that no 
objection shall be entertained.      

Executive  Magistrate 1st Class KREERI

CS reviews implementation of welfare schemes 
for marginalized sections across J&K
HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

Chief Secretary, Atal 
Dulloo, today chaired a 
meeting to review the 
implementation of various 
welfare schemes meant 
for marginalized and vul-
nerable sections of the 
society across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Principal Secretary, 
Social Welfare Department 
(SWD), Anil Kumar Singh; 
Secretary in SWD; Mission 
Director, ICDS/ICPS/Mis-
sion Vatsalya; Chairper-
son, Juvenile Justice Board 
( JJB); Director, Social Wel-
fare, Jammu/Kashmir; Dis-
trict Social Welfare Officers 
(DSWOs) and other senior 
officials of the department.

The Chief Secretary 
underscored the urgent 
need to upgrade all the 
Anganwadi Centres 
(AWCs) with basic facili-
ties such as electricity, 
drinking water, toilets and 
other utilities. He directed 
for according priority to 
those centres housed in 
government-owned build-
ings through convergence 
with departments like 
Rural Development. He 
also asked for shifting of 

centres operating from pri-
vate premises lacking such 
infrastructure.

Reviewing the outreach 
and impact of various flag-
ship programmes, Dulloo 
laid emphasis on moni-
toring the outcomes of 
nutrition-based interven-
tions targeting the chil-
dren, adolescent girls and 
lactating mothers under 
the Poshan Scheme. He 
stressed that tracking 
measurable outcomes is 
critical for ensuring real 
progress at the grassroots 
level.

The Chief Secretary 
also called upon the Pro-
gramme Officers and 
DSWOs to frequently con-
duct field visits to assess 
on-ground realities and 
align their actions with 
actual needs. He remarked 
that all decisions should 
stem from field-level 
insights and reflect the 
actual realities of our 

people.
In a forward-looking 

suggestion, Dulloo asked 
the department to explore 
the concept of Compos-
ite Homes in districts 
to house the orphaned 
children, elderly citizens 
and the destitute women 
together, providing them 
with a sense of community 
and shared care, reducing 
isolation.

Providing an overview 
of the department’s scope 
and responsibilities, Prin-
cipal Secretary Anil Kumar 
Singh informed that the 
Social Welfare Depart-
ment is currently imple-
menting 37 Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes and 
9 UT schemes, backed by 
a budgetary allocation of 
Rs 4,361 crore for the year 
2025-26. He highlighted 
the presence of around 
28,000 Anganwadi Cen-
tres (AWCs) across the UT, 
which cater to nearly 9 

lakh beneficiaries, ensur-
ing last-mile delivery of 
services.

The Principal Secretary 
also presented a detailed 
account of the current 
status, outcomes and 
future roadmap of various 
schemes under the depart-
ment’s ambit. Mission 
Directors and Directors 
briefed the Chief Secretary 
on the functioning and 
implementation status of 
their respective schemes 
and programmes.

The meeting compre-
hensively reviewed key 
initiatives under Mis-
sion Poshan (7 schemes), 
focusing on improving the 
nutritional levels among 
children and others. Mis-
sion Shakti (6 schemes) 
aimed at empowering the 
women ensuring their 
safety, empowerment and 
protection. Mission Vat-
salya (7 schemes) focuses 
on institutional care and 

protection for different 
sections of the society in 
need.

Other centrally spon-
sored schemes discussed 
included SMILE (Support 
for Marginalized Indi-
viduals for Livelihood 
and Enterprise), Atal 
Vayo Abhyudaya Yojana 
(AVYAY) and SAPSrC, PM-
AJAY (Prime Minister’s 
Anusuchit Jaati Abhiyan 
Yojana), PM-YASASVI 
Scholarships, NAPDDR 
(Drug Demand Reduc-
tion), NSAP (National 
Social Assistance Pro-
gramme), Scholarships 
for Minority, SC and OBC 
communities, ALIMCO-
supported Prosthetic Aids, 
implementation of SC/ST 
Prevention of Atrocities 
Act, NAMASTE (Sanitation 
Workers’ Welfare), PMJVK 
(Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Vikas Karyakram) besides 
others.

The review also covered 
UT government schemes 
like ISSS (Integrated 
Social Security Scheme), 
Ladli Beti, Marriage Assis-
tance Scheme, SC Schol-
arship, Homes for those 
in distress, Pahari Hos-
tels, Mobility Support to 
Specially-abled (scooties/
prosthetics), Pensions for 

the needy and assistance 
to militancy-affected fami-
lies.

As part of the ongoing 
efforts for the upcoming 
fiscal year 2025-26, the 
Department revealed that 
consolidated proposals 
under various centrally 
sponsored schemes, 
amounting a total of Rs 
1088.75 crore stands 
submitted. Out of these, 
major schemes such as 
Mission Poshan and ICDS 
(Rs 759.67 Cr), Mission 
Shakti (Rs 40.79 Cr) and 
Mission Vatsalya (Rs 126.54 
Cr) have already received 
approval. Additionally, 
proposals for PMMVY (Rs 
64.39 Cr) and BBBP (Rs 
6.20 Cr) have also been 
approved.

Several proposals have 
been submitted and are 
currently awaiting approv-
al. These included financial 
allocations for the imple-
mentation of schemes 
under the Prevention of 
Atrocities Act 1989, Senior 
Citizen Homes, Saksham 
Anganwadi Centres, 
Creche (Palna), Pre- and 
Post-matric Scholarships 
for SC students, NAPDDR 
including NMBA and PM-
YASASVI, the meeting was 
apprised.

Javid Dar visits Fruit Mandi Kanispora
HT NEWS SERVICE
BARAMULLA, JULY 12

Minister for Agriculture 
Production Department, 
Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj, Coopera-
tive and Election Depart-
ments, Javid Ahmad Dar, 
today visited Fruit Mandi 
Kanispora in Baramulla, 
where he interacted with 
members of the Fruit 
Growers Association, pro-
gressive orchardists and 
farmers to understand 
their issues and seek sug-
gestions.

He was accompanied 
by MLA Baramulla Javaid 
Ahmad Beigh, MLA Sopore 
Irshad Rasool Kar, MLA 
Wagoora Irfan Hafeez 
Lone, Director Agriculture 
Kashmir, Director Horti-
culture Kashmir, Director 
Command Area Develop-
ment, Director Horticul-
ture (Planning & Marketing) 
and other senior officers.

Reaffirming the gov-
ernment’s commitment 
to farmers’ welfare, the 
Minister assured that all 
concerns raised by the 
fruit growers would be 
addressed in a time-bound 
manner. He stated that the 
Agriculture Production 
Department is actively 
working to rationalize the 
rules and ensure strict 
enforcement of agricultural 
regulations. He added that 
strict penalties would be 
imposed on the violators 
to ensure accountability.

The Minister also 
announced that a state 
of the art testing labora-
tory is being established 
in Baramulla, which will 
serve as a key facility for 
testing and research in 
the interest of the farming 
community. He further 
informed that cold stor-
age infrastructure is being 
developed to reduce the 
post-harvest losses and 
improve the shelf life and 
marketability of horticul-
tural produce.

Highlighting the gov-
ernment’s broader sup-
port mechanisms, he said 
that Weather based Crop 
Insurance Scheme for fruit 
growers is also expected 
to be launched soon. This 
initiative aims to protect 
growers against natural 
disasters and crop failures, 
thereby ensuring sustain-
able income and resilience 
for the agricultural sector, 
he added.

Later, the Minister 
visited various areas of 
Baramulla district includ-
ing Tujar Sharif, Harwan, 
Zaingeer, Zaloora and the 
rainfed areas of Bomai to 
assess the status of irriga-
tion facilities.

During the field tour, he 
instructed the concerned 
departments to identify 
feasible locations and pre-
pare DPRs for borewells to 
augment irrigation facili-
ties in the areas. 

Pertinently, the Agri-
culture department has 
rolled out a new NABARD 
funded scheme for setting 
up community borewells 
in rainfed areas to improve 
irrigation facilities. Simi-
larly, 6200 borewells in 
rain-fed areas are being 
targeted under HADP for 
overall improvement of 
irrigation in rain-fed areas 
across J&K.

He emphasized the need 
for focused interventions 
in rain-fed and water-
stressed areas and called 
for better coordination 
between allied depart-
ments to address gaps in 
irrigation and water man-
agement.

The Minister reiterated 
that the government is 
fully committed towards 
enhancing the irrigation 
infrastructure, increas-
ing farm productivity and 
improving rural livelihoods 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Sakeena Itoo inaugurates CRWM for Water 
Supply Schemes at Noorabad Kulgam
HT NEWS SERVICE
KULGAM, JULY 12

Minister for Health and 
Medical Education, Social 
Welfare and Education, 
Sakeena Itoo, inaugu-
rated the Common Raw 
Water Main (CRWM) for 
three major water supply 
schemes including Dran-
bal Waripora, H N Guri 
and C S Rather at Dadran, 
Noorabad, D H Pora here 
today.

The project, completed 
with at a cost of Rs. 7.42 
crore, Rs. 1.71 crore and 
Rs. 1.22 crore respective-
ly, will tap raw water from 
two alpine lakes of Pir Pan-
chal, Bramha Sar and Chir 
Sar and carry it to a water 
treatment plant.

Addressing a huge gath-
ering on the occasion, the 
Minister said that the Omar 
Abdullah-led government 
is committed towards ful-

filling the promises made 
to the people and is work-
ing tirelessly to ensure the 
prosperity, welfare and 
holistic development of 
Jammu and Kashmir. She 
added that the govern-
ment is focused on deliver-
ing quality infrastructure 
and public services for 
people to improve their 
lives.

She also raised serious 
concern over the growing 
drug menace, terming it 

as a grave issue that poses 
a threat to the fabric of 
society.

Highlighting the devel-
opment journey over the 
past months, the Minister 
also shared various works 
and initiatives undertaken 
across sectors including 
education, social welfare 
and public infrastructure.

Sakeena said that com-
missioning of this vital 
infrastructure is expected 
to significantly improve 

the drinking water 
supply to the beneficiary 
areas and strengthen the 
region’s water manage-
ment network.

On the occasion, several 
locals and public delega-
tions interacted with the 
Minister and apprised her 
of several issues and prob-
lems of public importance.

Sakeena Itoo assured 
them that their genuine 
issues and problems will 
be addressed promptly.

SKUAST-Kashmir, KVK Srinagar kick-
start 3-day Skill Development Training
HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

KVK Srinagar organised 
three days ESDP on "Sci-
entific Management of 
Broiler and Backyard Poul-
try Farming at its campus, 
here.

The programme aimed 
to equip rural youth with 
the necessary skills for sus-
tainable poultry farming.

The opening session 
began with a presentation 
on the overall scenario of 
poultry farming in J&K and 
futuristic strategies to make 
the sector a commercially 
viable and employment 
generating enterprise.

H e a d  K V K , 
Dr.S.A.Simnani urged the 
trainees to take up poultry 
farming as it is self-sustain-
ing enterprises requiring 
minimal investment.

During the interactive 
sessions with the train-
ees, Dr.Simnani stressed 
on integrating Poultry 
with other agricultural 

practices for optimising 
feed efficiency and waste 
management practices. He 
emphasised the reduced 
use of antibiotics through 
adoption of biosecurity 
measures.

Dr.Ishtiyak A Mir, Sci-
entist (Animal Science), 
delivered a comprehen-
sive presentation on scien-
tific management, covering 
breed selection, nutrition, 
health management, and 

bio-security measures. He 
also provided hands-on 
training on feed prepara-
tion methodology as well 
as management of poultry 
manure at Kendra's Poultry 
/Duckery demonstration 
unit.

The training was attend-
ed by 24 rural youth and 
farmers, who gained valu-
able insights and hands-
on experience in poultry 
farming practices.

DLSA Srinagar holds awareness 
programme on POCSO Act, drug abuse

Mehfil-e-Mushaira 
organised at Pulwama

HT NEWS SERVICE
PULWAMA, JULY 12

Department of Information 
& Public Relations Pulwa-
ma, in collaboration with 
the District Cultural Society 
Pulwama, today organized 
a Mehfil-e-Mushaira here, 
celebrating the district's 
vibrant literary culture.

The programme was pre-
sided over by GM Dilshad, 
General Secretary of the 
District Cultural Society, 
while the introductory and 
welcome address was deliv-
ered by Shamas Siddique, 
President of the Society. 
Both speakers highlighted 
the significance of literary 
expression as a vehicle for 
cultural continuity and moral 
reflection.

An impressive lineup of 

poets from across the district 
mesmerized the audience 
with their compositions in 
Kashmiri and Urdu, touching 
upon themes of spirituality, 
social awareness, devotion, 
and sacrifice.

The Mushaira also pro-
vided a platform for bud-
ding poets to showcase their 
talent, gain encouragement 
from senior writers, and 
engage with a wider literary 
audience.

The Mehfil-e-Mushaira 
served not only as a celebra-
tion of literary richness but 
also as a moment of collec-
tive remembrance and moral 
reflection. The poetic con-
tributions resonated deeply 
with the audience, affirming 
the district’s commitment to 
preserving its cultural and 
spiritual heritage.

DC Bandipora inspects 
Transit Camp Shadipora 
for Amarnath Yatris

HT NEWS SERVICE
BANDIPORA, JULY 12

As the Shri Amarnath 
Ji Yatra (SANJY) 2025 
continues in full swing, 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Bandipora, Man-
zoor Ahmad Qadri, on 
Saturday visited the 
Transit Camp Shadipora 
at Sumbal to take stock 
of arrangements for the 
pilgrims.

During the visit, DC 
interacted with officers 
on duty and reviewed 
the facilities being pro-
vided to the pilgrims, 
including accommoda-
tion, sanitation, drink-

ing water, and medical 
services. Officers briefed 
the DC that all arrange-
ments were functioning 
smoothly and pilgrims 
were being provided 
with every necessary 
facility.

Meanwhile, DC also 
visited adjoining areas 
of Shadipora to address 
local issues. Responding 
to concerns raised by res-
idents regarding irriga-
tion problems affecting 
their agricultural activi-
ties, DC assured that the 
administration is actively 
working to resolve issues 
flagged-off, especially in 
the Shadipora belt.

HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA), Srinagar, 
in collaboration with School 
Education department 
conducted an awareness 
programme on Protection 
of Children from Sexual 
Offenses (POCSO) Act, and 
drug abuse at Govt. Girls 
High School Chaterhama 
Srinagar.

The programme, held 
under the chairmanship 
of Tasleem Arief, Principal 

District and Sessions Judge, 
Srinagar, aimed to sensitize 
students, teachers and staff 
of the school about the key 
provision of POCSO Act, 
2012 and the harmful conse-
quences of drug addiction.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, resource person Adv. 

Suhaila Ali (Panel Lawyer) 
DLSA Srinagar highlighted 
the role of Legal Services in 
safeguarding the rights of 
children and explained how 
the POCSO Act provides the 
strong legal framework to 
deal with offences related 
to child abuse.

SKUAST-K, DARS 
conduct one-day 
training programme 
on ‘Promotion of 
Potential Crops’
HT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

Dryland Agriculture 
Research Stat ion 
(DARS), SKUAST –Kash-
mir under AICRP on 
potential crops today 
organized a one day 
training programme on 
‘Promotion of Potential 
Crops’ at DARS-SKUAST-
Kashmir.

The programme, 
sponsored by ICAR-
NBPGR, New Delhi, was 
attended by 50 officials 
from the Agriculture 
department belonging 
to different zones of the 
Valley. 

Prof. (Dr.) Ajaz Ahmad 
Lone, DARS-Rangreth, 
SKUAST-(K) gave a brief 
insight about potential 
crop scenarios of the 
valley, their relevance 
under the current 
changing climate era.

Srinagar, Sunday
13-July-2025
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HEALTH

DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONER (HANDICRAFTS)
Ministry of Textiles, Government of India

Kashmiri Handicrafts Exhibition cum Sale

Venue:- MFC Restaurant National Highway main Bazar Khawja Bagh Baramulla
Sale For:-

Kashmiri handicrafts items, Semi Pashmina shawls, stools, jamawar, Pashmina Shawls, 
Cushion Cover, Ladies Top, Bed Covers, Sarees & all kind of handicraft items are available 

on Discount rates
Sponsored by :-

O/o the Development Commissioner Handicrafts Ministry of Textiles, 
Government of India

Sanction order No:- 
C-12011/25(PC)2024-25-(NR)/F-EXB/GEN-3 Dated:- 09-05-2025

Under:- 
NATIONAL HANDICRAFTS PROGRAMME (NHDP) Scheme DEVELOPMENT

Organized By:-
M/s REHMAN HANDICRAFTS PRODUCER COMPANY LIMITED BIJIHAMA

W.e.from:- 08-07-2025 TO17-07-2025

Union Joint Secretary reviews Baramulla district's progress under NITI Aayog's ADP
Directs targeted action for TB eradication, KCC loan uptake, district-wide soil health assessment

HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

BARAMULLA, JULY 14: Union 
Joint Secretary, Department of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 
and Central Prabhari Officer for 
NITI Aayog's Aspirational Districts 
Programme, Ajeet Kumar Sahu, 
today chaired a meeting to review 
district’s progress under various 
indicators of NITI Aayog's Aspi-
rational District Programme (ADP).

The meeting was attended by 
the Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Baramulla, Minga Sherpa, Joint 
Director Planning, Principal GMC, 
ACD, CMO and officers from 
various line departments.

The Union Joint Secretary was 
informed that the district has 
made remarkable progress in its 
Delta Ranking, issued by NITI 
Aayog and has improved sig-
nificantly, moving from the 108th 
position to 35th out of 112 districts, 
achieving a composite score of 
61.3.

Apprising the JS of key health 
indicators, the DC stated that the 
district has achieved 100% satu-
ration in major areas, including 
nutrition support for pregnant 
women, full child immunization, 
institutional deliveries and ma-
jor reduction in infant and ma-
ternal mortality rates, reduction 
in TB cases and effective imple-
mentation of Poshan Abhiyan in 
combating malnutrition.

Further, the Central Prabhari 
Officer was informed that the 
education sector has seen marked 
improvement with increased 
student enrolment, 18 Model 
Academic Schools and Lab Schools 
in each of the educational zone, 
increase in Atal Tinkering Labs 
from 2 to 42, consistent peda-
gogical teacher trainings and 
sanitary facilities like incinerators 
and vending machines.

Meanwhile, the Union Joint 
Secretary took a comprehensive 
review of the district under Ag-
riculture and Financial Inclusion, 

Skill Development and Infrastruc-
ture.

The Union Joint Secretary also 
conducted a comprehensive re-
view of the progress on projects 
undertaken under the ADP, along 
with key centrally and state-

sponsored schemes such as 
PMSBY, PMJBY, PM-JDY, PM-APY, 
PM-MUDRA and HADP.

Speaking during the meeting, 
Ajeet Kumar Sahu directed the 
Health Department officials to 
carry out comprehensive research 

to identify the root causes of TB 
in the district and take targeted 
measures to eliminate them.

Addressing the issue of low 
uptake of KCC loans by the farm-
ers, the Central Prabhari Officer 
directed the concerned depart-

ment to constitute a team to 
thoroughly examine the reasons 
behind the poor response and 
suggest measures to improve 
participation in the scheme.

Meanwhile, the Union Joint 
Secretary instructed the con-
cerned department to carry out 
thorough soil testing across ag-
ricultural lands in the district. 
He asked to ensure that farmers 
are clearly informed about the 
findings, particularly any nutri-
ent deficiencies and provide them 
with tailored recommendations 
on the types of fertilizers and soil 
health measures needed to en-
hance the productivity and sus-
tainability. Earlier, Deputy Com-
missioner, Minga Sherpa pre-
sented a comprehensive overview 
of the district’s performance 
under 5 key indicators of the ADP, 
including Health and Nutrition, 
Education, Agriculture and Wa-
ter Resources, Financial Inclusion 
and Skill Development besides 
Infrastructure.

DC Srinagar, Commissioner 
SMC review progress of PMAY-Urban 2.0

Emphasize the need for 
transparency, accuracy 
in beneficiary selection 
under the scheme for 
benefit of the target 
population

Instruct SMC & Revenue 
Officers to expedite 
verification process & 
ensure no eligible 
beneficiary is left out

HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR JULY 14: 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Srinagar, Akshay Labroo and 
Commissioner Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation 
(SMC), Faz Lul Haseeb Mon-
day held a joint meeting of  
Revenue and SMC Officers 
here at Meeting Hall of the 
DC Office to review the 
progress achieved in imple-
mentation of Pradhan Man-
tri Awas Yojana (PMAY-U 
2.0) in the district.

The meeting was among 
others attended by Addi-
tional District Development 
Commissioner, Rifat Aftab 
Qureshi; Chief Planning Of-
ficer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar; Joint Commissioner SMC, Nuzhat Khurshid; Assistant Com-

missioner Revenue, Umar 
Gulzar, all Tehsildars, SMC 
Ward Officers, and Officers 
from J&K Housing Board.

At the outset, Deputy 
Commissioner & Commis-
sioner SMC emphasized the 
need for maintaining trans-
parency and accuracy in 
beneficiary selection under 
the scheme to ensure ben-
efit reaches the deserving 
population.  They instruct-
ed the Revenue and SMC 
Officers to ensure that no 
eligible beneficiary is left 
out and no ineligible case 
is included in the final ben-
eficiary list.

The Revenue and SMC 
Officers were instructed to 
expedite the verification 
process at their respective 
levels swiftly in line with 
scheme guidelines to meet 
the scheme objectives of 
providing ‘Housing for All.’

While reviewing the 
status of registrations on 
Unified Web Portal of PMAY-
U 2.0, Deputy Commis-
sioner & SMC Commis-
sioner were apprised that 
several applications in 
thousands under the scheme 
have been so for received 
in the district.

DC Anantnag convenes 
preparatory meeting for 

Independence Day celebrations-2025
HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

ANANTNAG, JULY 14: 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Anantnag, Dr. S. F. Hamid, 
convened the preparatory 
meeting to review the arrange-
ments for the celebration of 
upcoming Independence Day-
2025 with the concerned of-
ficers today, here. Emphasis-
ing the historical importance 
of Independence Day, DC 
described it as a momentous 
occasion that should be cel-
ebrated with zeal and patri-
otic fervour. He underscored 
the need for seamless coor-
dination among the concerned 
departments and exhorted 
them to make collective efforts 
for the successful conduct of 
the National event in its true 
spirit. During the meeting, 
key aspects and arrangements 
including the schedule and 
timing of the event, prepara-

tion and consolidation of 
venue, stage/dice preparation 
and management, security 
arrangements, sanitation and 
cleanliness, seating arrange-
ments, medical facilities, un-
interrupted power and water 
supply, venue illumination 
and decoration, deployment 
of fire tenders, transportation, 
printing and distribution of 
invitation cards, installation 
of the public address system, 
prize distribution, etc were 
reviewed threadbare. Dr. Ha-
mid issued directions to all 
concerned officers to discharge 
their assigned tasks diligent-
ly and put in place the neces-
sary arrangements well in 
time so that a smooth and 
memorable celebration befit-
ting the national event is held. 
It was informed that the main 
function will be held at the 
Shaheed Himayun Muzamil,  
Government Degree College 
(Boys), Khanabal, where the 

National Flag will be hoisted 
by the chief guest, followed 
by a parade featuring contin-
gents of the J&K Police, other 
security forces, School Educa-
tion and NCC. In addition, 
colourful cultural programmes 
reflecting themes of patrio-
tism, nationalism, and local 
folk traditions will be pre-
sented. Besides, it was de-
cided that Jhankis from vari-
ous departments showcasing 
their achievements and dis-
seminating public awareness 
about the respective schemes 
will take part in the main event. 
Independence Day celebrations 
will also be held at the Sub-
divisional, Tehsil and Block 
levels across the district. The 
meeting was attended by ADC, 
Principal GMC and SHM, GDC 
(B) Anantnag, DPO ICDS, GM, 
DIC, ACR, ACD, CPO, CMO, CEO, 
officers from engineering 
departments and other con-
cerned officers of the district.

DEO Shopian conducts 
training program on Intensive 

Revision of Electoral Rolls-2025
HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SHOPIAN, JULY 14: Two 
training programs for BLO 
Supervisors and BLOs of 
36-Zainapora and 37-Shop-
ian Assembly Constituencies 
were held today as part of 

the Intensive Revision of 
Electoral Rolls, 2025 by Dis-
trict Election Office (DEO), 
Shopian. The training was 
conducted simultaneously 
in two batches at DIET Shop-
ian and Mini Secretariat 
Shopian during morning and 

afternoon sessions. Key top-
ics included house-to-house 
verification, handling of 
claims/objections, and use 
of IT tools as per ECI guide-
lines. The program aimed 
to ensure accuracy and trans-
parency in the electoral rolls.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My name wrongly mentioned in my 

Aadhar card as Neelofar Mustaq instead 
of Neelofar Masooda.Now I am applying 
for its correction if anybody have any 
objection in this regard He/She may 
contact concerned Authorities within 
seven days from the publication of this 
notice after that no objection will be 
entertained.

NEELOFAR MASOODA 
W/O MUSHTAQ AHMAD WANI R/O 
NOORBAGH BARAMULLLA

PUBLIC NOTICE
Change of Electricity 

Connection Ownership
It is hereby notified that the owner-

ship of the electricity connection bear-
ing Consumer Number: 0202050023314, 
currently in the name of Late Riyaz Ah-
mad Dar, is being transferred to Ubaid 
Ahmad Dar  R/O Parraypora Srinagar

If anyone has any objection to this 
change, they are requested to report 
the same to the office of the Assistant 
Executive Engineer (AAE) within 7 days 
from the date of this notice.DIPK 3685/25 DATED: 14-07-25 SD/EX. ENG. PWD R&B DIV. AWANTIPORA

Dy CM inspects SDH Akhnoor, 
emphasises quality healthcare services
HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

Deputy Chief Minister, 
Surinder Choudhary, today 
visited Sub District Hospital 
Akhnoor and took stock of 
healthcare facilities avail-
able for the patients there.

The Dy CM inspected 
various sections of the 
hospital and assessed the 
services being extended to 
the patients. He interacted 
with the patients and their 
attendants, seeking feed-
back regarding the quality 
of treatment and related 
services available at the 
SDH.

While interacting with 
them, the Dy CM assured 
them that the government 
is focusing on increasing 
medical care facilities in 
rural areas so that they can 
get access near their vicini-
ties. He urged the hospital 
authorities to ensure timely 
treatment, streamlined 
processes and patient-cen-
tric care for the patients 
coming from different far 
flung areas of the Jammu.

The Dy CM asked for 
maintaining proper sani-
tation and hygiene in and 
around the hospital prem-

ises besides checking the 
availability of medicine, 
duty rooster and staff 
strength. He maintained 
that the government 
under the leadership of 
CM Omar Abdullah is 
committed to provide all 
modern healthcare facili-
ties and infrastructure to 
the people at their door 
steps.

Later, the Deputy 
Chief Minister visited the 
Gurudwara Tapo Asthan 
Sant Baba Sunder Singh Ji 
at Akhnoor. He paid obei-
sance at the Gurudwara 
and prayed for progress, 
peace and prosperity of 
J&K.

The Gurudwara com-
mittee, on the occasion, 

requested for a cantile-
ver platform in the river 
Chenab, so that the people 
can perform the 'Asthi 
Visarjan' ritual in the river 
instead of its bank.

It was informed that the 
DPR with an estimated 
cost of Rs 4.82 crore for 
the cantilever platform 
has already been submit-
ted.

Acting swiftly on the 
demand, the Dy CM allo-
cated Rs 1 crore for the 
project and directed the 
department to tender 
for the same before 20th 
of July. He also asked for 
extra budget for beau-
tification of Gurudwara 
premises and other allied 
works.

DHSJ convenes district-level 
review meeting of health 
programmes in Poonch

HT NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, JULY 12

Director Health Services 
Jammu, Abdul Hamid 
Zargar, chaired a district-
level review meeting at 
CMO Office Poonch to 
evaluate health schemes 
and service delivery.

CMO Poonch, Pervaiz 
Ahmed Khan presented a 

detailed PPT on key indi-
cators and achievements.

Dr. Zargar reviewed 
performance in e-Sahaj, 
ambulance referrals, TB 
elimination, e-Sanjeevani 
services, NCD screen-
ing, C-section availability, 
oxygen plant functional-
ity, blindness control pro-
gramme, ASHA activities 
and IDSP monitoring via 

IHIP.
He appreciated the dis-

trict team and issued on-
spot directions to address 
service gaps. He empha-
sized community engage-
ment, digital reporting 
and capacity building for 
field staff. The meeting 
concluded with a pledge 
to improve healthcare in 
remote areas.

Legal Metrology cracks whip on 
cement manufacturer: seizes 550 
bags in Jammu, Udhampur
HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

Acting swiftly on the 
directions of Controller 
Legal Metrology Depart-
ment, Rajinder Singh 
Tara, the teams of Legal 
Metrology Department 
carried out special sur-
prise inspection of trade 
establishments dealing 
with hardware and build-
ing materials.

The team seized 550 
bags of cement for viola-
tion of provisions of Legal 
Metrology laws like non-
declaration of month and 
date of manufacture and 
MRP. 

As part of the initia-
tive, a team headed by 
Legal Metrology Offi-
cers conducted major 
enforcement drives and 
unearthed serious vio-

lations at two separate 
locations in Jammu and 
Udhampur.

During the inspection, 
cement bags of a promi-
nent brand found lacking 
mandatory information 
like month and year of 
packaging. The team reg-
istered cases against the 
cement manufacturer and 
seized 300 cement bags at 
Jammu.

In another surprise 
inspection at Udhampur, 
the team conducted raid 
on manufacturing prem-
ises at Battal Ballian. The 
team found that cement 
bags ready for retail dis-
patch were without the 
mandatory declaration 
for which the company 
was booked under Sec-
tion 18(1) of the Legal 
Metrology Act, 2009 and 
around 250 cement bags 

were seized.
As per a communi-

que issued here in this 
regard, the Controller 
Legal Metrology reaf-
firmed the department’s 
commitment to consum-
er protection and fair 
trade practices. He fur-
ther highlighted that the 
department will continue 
its rigorous inspections in 
days to come.

The Controller urged 
upon the consumers 
to remain vigilant and 
report any irregularity 
found in pre-packaged 
goods. Proper labelling 
helps ensure transparen-
cy and provide consum-
ers with accurate product 
information of pre-pack-
aged commodities which 
discourages deceptive or 
fraudulent practices, he 
added.

Food Safety Department intensifies 
efforts to ensure safe and quality food 
for pilgrims during Amarnath Yatra
HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

The Food Safety Depart-
ment, Jammu & Kashmir, 
has intensified its sur-
veillance and enforce-
ment activities to ensure 
food safety during the 
ongoing Amarnath Yatra 
2025.

The exercise is being 
conducted under the 
directions of Minister 
for Health & Medical 
Education, Sakeena Itoo, 
and Secretary, Health & 
Medical Education, J&K, 
Syed Abid Rasheed Shah, 
whose guidance has sup-
ported field mobilization 
and monitoring.

Commissioner, Food 
& Drugs Administration, 
Smita Sethi, inspected 

hygienic conditions of 
langars and food service 
areas at key base and 
transit camps in Jammu 
Division, reaffirming the 
department’s commit-
ment to serving pilgrims 
safe and hygienic food.

In view of the 
increased footfall and 
operation of food 
business operators 
(FBOs), the department 
deployed Food Safety 
Officers, Food Analysts, 
and Mobile Food Testing 
Vans from Lakhanpur 
to Baltal and Pahalgam. 
These vans equipped 
with testing kits, con-
duct daily on-spot food 
analysis and raise aware-
ness among langar oper-
ators and food handlers.

During the first week 

of the Yatra, the depart-
ment achieved 215 regis-
trations issued to langar 
operators and vendors, 
171 inspections conduct-
ed, 910 food samples 
tested via mobile vans, 
77 training and aware-
ness sessions conduct-
ed, and 30 kg of substan-
dard food items seized 
and destroyed. Adviso-
ries outlining hygiene, 
storage, preparation 
and waste management 
protocols have been 
issued. The department 
has appealed to all FBOs 
to cooperate fully. For 
grievances, the toll-free 
helpline 104 is available. 
The department reiter-
ates its commitment to 
maintaining food safety 
throughout the Yatra.

DC Doda chairs meeting to discuss 
arrangements for Independence 
Day 2025 celebration

HT NEWS SERVICE
DODA, JULY 12

Deputy Commissioner 
Doda, Harvinder Singh 
chaired a meeting at 
the DC Office to review 
Independence Day 2025 
arrangements.

Present were SSP Doda 
Sandeep Kumar Mehta, 
ADDC Roshan Lal, ACR 
Ashraf Pervez, PO ICDS 
Akhtar Hussain Qazi, ACD 
Din Mohammad Afaqi, 
ACP Musharaf Ali Haif and 
officers from line depart-

ments.
The main function will 

be held at Doda Sports Sta-
dium with the flag hoist-
ing, March Past and cul-
tural performances. The 
program will start with 
Shehnai Vadan by the 
Information Department 
and patriotic songs will 
play in town as proposed 
by the Municipal Council.

Directions were issued 
for cultural programs, 
stadium renovations, illu-
mination of public spaces, 
installation of a public 

address system and trico-
lour hoisting at Amrit Sar-
ovars. The DC emphasized 
inter-departmental coor-
dination and instructed 
departments on water, 
power, sanitation, first 
aid, fire safety and traf-
fic management. The SSP 
assured comprehensive 
security arrangements.

Departments were also 
asked to conduct planta-
tion drives and promote 
the Nasha Mukt Bharat 
initiative during the cel-
ebration.

Principal Secretary APD reviews progress 
on major schemes of Animal Husbandry 
department in Jammu division
HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

Principal Secretary, 
Agriculture Produc-
tion Department(APD),  
Shailendra Kumar, today 
chaired a review meet-
ing here at Directorate of 
Animal Husbandry, Talab 
Tillo.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary in APD; 
Mission Director HADP/
JKCIP; Directors in APD; 
Joint Directors; Deputy 
Directors; Chief Animal 
Husbandry Officers from 
all districts of Jammu divi-
sion besides other senior 
officers of the department 
of Agriculture and Animal 
Husbandry.

The meeting had 
detailed discussion regard-
ing progress on various 
schemes and programmes 
under CAPEX, HADP, 
CSSs and NABARD of 
Animal Husbandry sector 
in Jammu division for the 
current financial year.

 Shailendra Kumar 
reviewed the physical 
and financial progress on 

several key CSS schemes 
including Rashtriya Gokul 
Mission, Entrepreneur-
ship Development under 
National Livestock Mis-
sion, National Animal Dis-
ease Control Programme 
and Nationwide Artificial 
Insemination Programme.

A comprehensive pre-
sentation was delivered 
by Director Animal Hus-
bandry Jammu, Dr. Par-
vinder Singh, providing 
an overview of district 
wise progress achieved 
under different schemes.  
The status of ongoing 
Foot and Mouth disease 
vaccination for cattle, buf-
faloes, sheep and goats 
under NADCP was dis-
cussed. Besides,  the exist-
ing cold -chain and other 
vital infrastructure status 

was evaluated to identify 
any gaps or need for addi-
tional equipment or infra-
structure. Other topics 
included the components 
under Dairy Develop-
ment, Poultry Develop-
ment and Development of 
Fodder Resources of J&K 
UT under flagship Holistic 
Agriculture Development 
Programme (HADP).

Further, the expendi-
tures on key infrastructure 
projects including upgra-
dation/ strengthening of 
Veterinary Hospitals at Dis-
trict and Sub-district levels 
under NABARD funding 
were also reviewed.

The meeting was 
informed that the depart-
ment of Animal Husbandry 
has completely switched 
over to digital mode as all 

the departmental welfare 
schemes are now available 
on Kisan Saathi portal thus 
improving transparency 
and accessibility for gen-
eral public.

He said that reliable, 
easy-to access and timely 
information available on 
these portals help farm-
ers, government field func-
tionaries and also policy 
makers for informed deci-
sion making at all levels. 
He urged the officials to 
record all established proj-
ects under various compo-
nents of HADP on Kisan 
Sathi Output Tracking app 
to prevent misuse of funds 
and ensure accountability 
in public spending.

The Principal Secretary 
underscored the need for 
promoting the cooperative 

movement in the Jammu 
division. He stressed that 
the cooperative societies 
are instrumental in pro-
moting financial inclu-
sion by providing credit 
to farmers and small 
entrepreneurs who may 
face difficulties in access-
ing conventional banking 
services. ‘These societies 
play a crucial role in rural 
development, empower 
local communities and 
reduce socio-economic 
disparities’, he added.

He further advised the 
officials to increase the 
coverage of organized 
dairy sector, promote 
value addition of milk and 
develop marketing strat-
egies to strengthen the 
dairy cooperative sector 
in the region.

The Principal Secretary 
stressed the need for com-
pletion of all sanctioned 
projects at the earliest 
besides improving finan-
cial progress by achieving 
above 90% expenditures 
across all the works under-
taken.

DDC reviews Rural 
Development Department 
performance in Poonch
HT NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, JULY 12

District Development 
Commissioner (DDC) 
Poonch Vikas Kundal today 
chaired a review meeting 
at the DC Office Complex 
to assess the progress 
of developmental works 
under various Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes being 
implemented by the Rural 
Development Department 
(RDD) across all blocks of 
the district.

The meeting reviewed 
physical and financial 
achievements under key 
schemes including MGN-
REGA, PMAY-G and other 
community development 
initiatives for the financial 
year 2025–26.

The DDC reviewed 
issues related to timely 
wage payments, Aadhaar 
seeding, Aadhaar-based 
payments and geo-tagging 
under various schemes. 
Progress under Swachh 
Bharat Mission (Gramin) 
and Capex Budget PRI 
Grants was also discussed.

He directed all Block 
Development Officers 
(BDOs) to commence new 
MGNREGA works espe-
cially in border areas with-
out delay and ensure their 
timely completion. Empha-
sis was laid on Aadhaar 
linkage of Job Card hold-
ers’ accounts to enhance 
transparency.

On PMAY-G, the DDC 
instructed officials to 
begin construction of 
newly sanctioned houses 
and expedite pending units 
to achieve full saturation. 
He also called for recovery 
from defaulters in pending 
PMAY-G cases.

The Assistant Commis-
sioner Development and 
Assistant Commissioner 
Panchayat were directed to 
intensify monitoring of all 
ongoing works for timely 
and quality completion.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ACD, ACP, District 
Panchayat Officer, Execu-
tive Engineer REW, Head-
quarter Assistant, BDOs, 
AEEs and JEs of the depart-
ment.

DC Poonch reviews PM Surya Ghar 
Muft Bijli Yojana implementation
HT NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, JULY 12

Deputy Commissioner 
Poonch Vikas Kundal today 
chaired a review meeting 
to assess the implementa-
tion of the PM Surya Ghar 

Muft Bijli Yojana in the dis-
trict. The meeting covered 
progress on rooftop solar 
installations, application 
status and financial dis-
bursements.

A total of 1,125 applica-
tions have been received 

under the scheme with 
157 rooftop solar systems 
installed so far. The review 
included bank-wise and 
sub-division-wise prog-
ress, reasons for applica-
tion rejections and pend-
ing cases.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Where, I Mrs. /Munira Jan W/o SYED NIAZ AHMED SHAH 
R/o170 LAM BAGTOO, BRIEN, NISHAT 191121, J&K INDIA 
intends to apply in the office of Prescribed Authority of 
Directorate of Tourism Kashmir for registration of my pro-
posed Paying Guest House /Home Stay under the name 
and style “ZABARWAN SERAI” Situated at 170 LAM BAGTOO, 
BRIEN, NISHAT 191121, J&K INDIA under the Tourist Trade 
Act 1978/82/2011.

Whereas, I will submit Landownership Certificate from 
Concerned Tehsildar with attested photographs of the unit 
through Dy. Commissioner concerned, Rent/Lease Deed/
Partnership Deed/Affidavit issued by concerned Sub-Regis-
trar, Judicial Magistrate (if applicable NOC from the owner 
to the effect that the property can be used as Home stay), 
Character Certificate of the applicant from the concerned 
Police Station, undertaking from the owner as self declara-
tion, Public Notice inviting objections, if any in print media, 
list of family members Name, Age, and Photograph self 
attested by owner, Photographs of the unit as mentioned in 
the application (each of exterior and individual bed rooms 
and bathrooms), Inspection report by the Committee (The 
recommendation of the inspection Committee shall decide 
whether to issue a registration to the unit or not keeping in 
view, the type of accommodation and amenity, adhar card.

Now before my case is processed for registration by 
the Prescribed Authority. The matter is hereby notified for 
information of general Public/organizations for objections 
if any and the same should reach to the office of Prescribed 
Authority within a period of 7 days from the publication of 
this notice in leading local newspaper of the Valley. Objec-
tions received beyond the period of 7 days from the date 
of publication shall not be entertained and the case shall 
be processed under rules as per merit.

Srinagar, Sunday
13-July-2025
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Rana reviews welfare 
initiatives for Tribals in J&K
Calls for proactive inter-departmental coordination

HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR, JULY 14: Minister for 
Tribal Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana, today 
chaired a meeting of the Tribal Affairs 
Department (TAD) at the Civil Secre-
tariat here to review the initiatives aimed 
at furthering empowerment of tribal 
communities in Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting aimed to fast-track the 
tribal welfare initiatives and review on-
going projects, schemes and infrastruc-
ture development for tribal communities 
across J&K. The meeting was attended 
by Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo; Divi-
sional Commissioner Kashmir, Secretary 
TAD, Secretary Health & Medical Educa-
tion, Commissioner SMC concerned 
Deputy Commissioners and other senior 
officers. Rana emphasized Omar Abdul-
lah led Government’s commitment to 
inclusive growth and social justice, par-
ticularly for the tribal population. He 
said that upliftment of downtrodden and 
backward communities is our collective 
responsibility. The present government 
has taken a slew of measures to ensure 
inclusive growth and social justice for 
all, especially the tribal population, he 

added. The meeting focused on resolving 
land-related issues concerning the hos-
tels for Gujjar-Bakerwal tribe, which are 
crucial for providing educational and 
residential support to the students from 
these marginalized groups.

Rana asked the Secretaries of concerned 
departments to establish effective and 
proactive coordination mechanism to 
push faster execution of key infra projects 
in tribal areas. He directed the concerned 
officials to expedite the resolution of 
land matters and ensure timely comple-
tion of tribal welfare projects.

Regarding establishment of hostels, 
the Minister was assured that the land 
has been identified for establishment of 
hostels in Srinagar, Jammu and Poonch 
districts and all issues will be sorted out 
within 10 days. He emphasized that all 
Gujjar-Bakerwal hostels should have 
proper buildings with requisite facilities 
to provide students with a nurturing 
environment.

The Minister also reviewed the prog-
ress on Tribal Bhawan Jammu and in-
structed the concerned authorities to 
immediately identify suitable land for 
its establishment, as the funds have al-

ready been transferred to JDA.
Reviewing the Human Resource (HR) 

management in TAD, the Minister stressed 
the need for concerted efforts to fill va-
cancies to ensure administrative effi-
ciency and timely resolution of issues 
affecting the tribal people.

Rana also took note of deployment of 
Mobile Medical Units (MMUs) to tribal 
areas, designed to facilitate access to 
public healthcare, particularly for people 
living in remote and under-served areas.

Secretary Health informed that six 
MMUs are ready to be deployed and work 
on other units is in progress.

The Minister directed the TAD to uti-
lize available manpower and resources 
judiciously, ensuring transparency, ef-
ficiency and timely execution of welfare 
schemes. He reaffirmed the Government’s 
commitment to empower the tribal com-
munities through improved access to 
education, healthcare and livelihood op-
portunities.

Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo emphasized 
the importance of taking forward pro-
grams and policies related to tribal wel-
fare, ensuring their effective implemen-
tation in a time bound manner.

DLIC Kulgam approves 106 
fresh cases under Mission YUVA
HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

KULGAM, JULY 14: In 
a significant push towards 
fostering self-reliance and 
entrepreneurial growth 
among the youth, District 
Level Implementation 
Committee (DLIC) Kul-
gam, under the chairman-
ship of Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kulgam, Athar 
Aamir Khan, today ap-
proved 106 new self-
employment proposals 
under the ambitious Mis-
sion YUVA scheme. The 
meeting held at the DC 
Office Complex, wit-
nessed detailed delib-
erations over the propos-
als that had been scruti-
nized and recommended 
for approval by the Small 
Business Development 
Unit (SBDU) after due 
verification and feasibil-
ity assessment. The SBDU 
had conducted a rigorous 
appraisal of each applica-
tion before presenting 
them to the DLIC.

The newly approved 
cases span over a diverse 
array of sectors, including 

agriculture and allied 
activities, retail ventures, 
services, small-scale 
manufacturing and oth-
er skill-based enterpris-
es. The variety of business 
ideas reflects the grow-
ing entrepreneurial 
spirit among the youth 
of the district and their 
willingness to explore 
innovative livelihood op-
tions.

While speaking on the 
occasion, DClauded the 
collective efforts of the 
SBDU, BHDs and field 
functionaries in identify-
ing, guiding, and mentor-
ing aspiring youth entre-
preneurs. He emphasized 
that Mission YUVA is not 
just a scheme, but a move-
ment aimed at empower-
ing the younger genera-
tion with tools for sus-
tainable income genera-
tion and self-worth.

DC issued instructions 
to ensure timely disburse-
ment of financial assis-
tance, active mentoring 
post-approval, and con-
tinuous monitoring of the 
performance and viabil-

ity of the sanctioned units. 
He reiterated the impor-
tance of structured 
weekly review mecha-
nisms, with BHD meetings 
on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, SBDU sittings every 
Friday, and DLIC reviews 
every Saturday, to main-
tain momentum and 
transparency in the 
implementation process.

GM DIC, DSWO, AD 
Employment, Lead Bank 
Manager, DDM NABARD, 
DNO JKEDI, CCO & EO 
DE&CC Kulgam attended 
the meeting and shared 
their insights regarding 
inter-departmental co-
ordination and timely 
support to the approved 
beneficiaries.

With the addition of 
these 106 cases, the cu-
mulative outreach of 
Mission YUVA in Kulgam 
continues to expand, re-
affirming the administra-
tion's steadfast commit-
ment to create a vibrant 
entrepreneurial ecosys-
tem and nurturing youth-
driven economic develop-
ment.

DC Kupwara 
reviews arrangements 

for Independence 
Day celebrations

HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

KUPWARA, JULY 14: 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Kupwara, Ayushi 
Sudan today chaired a 
meeting of district officers 
and various security agen-
cies to review the pre-
paredness for ensuing 
Independence Day-2025 
celebrations. The meeting 
was informed that the 
main function of the In-
dependence Day shall be 
held at DPL- Zangli while 
similar functions will be 
held at sub-division and 
Tehsil levels also. It was 
further informed that 
contingents of JKP, CRPF, 
Forest Protection Force, 
students of various gov-
ernment schools will 
participate in the march 
past parade. Besides, 
various cultural pro-
grammes and Display of 
tableaus would also be 
part of national event 
celebrations. Different 
departments viz, Educa-

tion, PHE, R&B, Informa-
tion, Health, Sports, Traf-
fic, Motor Vehicles, Police, 
Floriculture, PDD, Mu-
nicipality and Paramili-
tary Forces were direct-
ed to look after their 
respective assignments.

The decoration of the 
main venue, seating ar-
rangements, uninter-
rupted power supply, 
drinking water/ tanker 
service, availability of 
ambulance, deployment 
of fire tenders, transpor-
tation facilities, refresh-
ment, invitations, PAS 
system, cleanliness and 
sanitation measures were 
discussed threadbare in 
the meeting while as 
special emphasis was laid 
on march past parades, 
cultural programmes, 
display of tableaus by 
different departments 
showcasing  achieve-
ments.

DC directed concerned 
departments to send the 
nominations for awards 

by or before 10 days of 
the Independence Day.

She said that in the 
run up to the Indepen-
dence Day function, all 
the important buildings 
and main offices will be 
illuminated.

Ayushi emphasized 
the importance of Na-
tional event and directed 
the departments to make 
sure that every arrange-
ment is meticulously 
planned and executed.

She exhorted all de-
partments to work in 
close coordination to 
ensure the seamless cel-
ebration of the Indepen-
dence day functions.

SSP Kupwara, Gulam 
Jeelani; ADDC Kupwara, 
Mufti Fareed ud Din; ADC 
Handwara, Javid Naseem 
Masoodi; ACR, SDM Lolab, 
CMO, CEO, Officers from 
CRPF, Police, District Of-
ficers of different depart-
ments and other con-
cerned attended the 
meeting.

DC Bandipora visits Ziyarat 
Sharief Hazrat Nanga 
Baji Sahib, Malangam

Reviews 
arrangements 
for annual Urs
HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

BANDIPORA, JULY 14: 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Bandipora, Man-
zoor Ahmad Qadri, on 
Monday visited the Zi-
yarat Sharief of Hazrat 
Nanga Baji Sahib in 
Malangam village to re-
view the arrangements 
for the upcoming An-
nual Urs Mubarak, sched-
uled to commence on 
August 04. During the 
visit, DC was accompanied 
by DDC Member Mewa 
Jan, ACR, Tehsildar Ban-
dipora, and officers from 
KPDCL, Jal Shakti, and 
other concerned depart-
ments. On the occasion, 
DC interacted with the 

management committee, 
listened to their concerns, 
and issued on-the-spot 
directions to the con-
cerned departments for 
prompt redressal of 
genuine issues. He as-
sured full support from 
the district administra-
tion for the smooth and 
hassle-free conduct of the 
Urs.

 The management 
committee, among oth-
er things, requested un-
interrupted power and 
water supply during the 
Urs days. In response, the 
DC directed KPDCL to 
ensure maximum pos-
sible uninterrupted elec-
tricity during the event.

He also instructed the 
Jal Shakti Department to 
make the borewell func-
tional at the earliest and 
to keep water tankers 
available as a backup. 
Additionally, he empha-

sized the need for ade-
quate availability of fire-
wood and foodgrains.

BDO Aloosa was di-
rected to ensure proper 
cleanliness and sanitation 
in the area, while the 
Health department was 
instructed to deploy 
medical teams and ensure 
availability of healthcare 
facilities throughout the 
Urs.

DC also directed the 
Police department and 
the Motor Vehicles de-
partment to coordinate 
efforts for ensuring 
smooth traffic movement 
during the event.

Qadri urged all depart-
ments and stakeholders 
to adopt a collaborative 
approach in making the 
necessary arrangements 
to ensure that the An-
nual Urs is conducted in 
a smooth, peaceful, and 
well-organized manner.

Secy RDD reviews progress on 
Swachh Bharat Mission-Gramin; asks 

to accelerate sanitation projects
HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR, JULY 14: Secretary, Rural 
Development Department (RDD) and 
Panchayati Raj, Mohammad Aijaz Asad, 
chaired a review meeting on Monday to 
evaluate the progress on the Annual 
Implementation Plan (AIP) 2025-26, as-
sess the status of locational plans, verify 
water assets and review progress on the 
GOBARdhan plants. The meeting was 
attended by Director General Rural San-
itation, Anoo Malhotra; Director Rural 
Development Kashmir, Shabir Hussain 
Bhat; Director Rural Development Jammu, 
Shahnaz Akhter; Superintending Engineer 
REW Jammu, Rajesh Kumar Agastam; 
Superintending Engineer REW Kashmir, 
Shafat Hussain besides Deputy Directors 
Rural Sanitation, Assistant Commission-
ers Panchayat (ACPs) and Executive En-
gineers of REW from all districts. During 
the review, the Secretary emphasized 
the need for timely tendering, land iden-
tification and rapid execution of all planned 
works under the AIP 2025–26. He urged 
the district teams to eliminate proce-
dural delays and ensure real-time prog-
ress reporting. A detailed district-wise 
discussion was held on pending loca-
tional plans for various sanitation-relat-
ed assets, including Compost Pits, Soak 
Pits, Community Sanitary Complexes 
(CSCs), Segregation Sheds, Plastic Waste 
Management Units (PWMUs), GOBARd-
han units, Faecal Sludge Treatment Plants 
(FSTPs), Waste Stabilization Ponds (WSPs) 
and Decentralized Wastewater Treatment 
Systems (DEWATs). The Secretary em-
phasized that Swachh Bharat Mission-
Gramin is not just about building sanita-
tion infrastructure, it is about bringing 

systemic change, ensuring sustainability 
and achieving measurable outcomes. He 
asked the ACPs to take ownership at the 
ground level. From DEWATS and FSTPs 
to compost pits and segregation sheds, 
the success of these interventions lies in 
timely land identification, proactive co-
ordination and a mission-mode approach, 
he added. Aijaz Asad directed the districts 
to submit all pending locational plans to 
the Directorate of Rural Sanitation with-
in five days.

The Secretary underscored the im-
portance of 100% digital asset verification 
through the mWater platform. He di-
rected all the districts to ensure that 
every completed asset is geo-tagged and 
digitally verified in accordance with SBM-
G protocols to maintain full transpar-
ency and accountability.

A detailed status of the GOBARdhan 
was also reviewed, with a focus on or-
ganic waste management and bio-ener-
gy production. Districts were instructed 
to expedite physical work progress, high-
light challenges if any, and regularly up-
date progress with the Directorate.

The Secretary stressed upon the ACPS 
to conduct physical site visits for all ma-
jor infrastructure components, including 
WSPs, DEWATs and water bodies, ensur-
ing quality control and verification. In 
districts where land issues were cited. 
He emphasized that land identification 
issues must be resolved at the district 
level in consultation with the respective 
Deputy Commissioners (DCs).

In many districts, Assistant Commis-
sioners Panchayat (ACPs) were directed 
to personally visit the asset sites, conduct 
thorough inspections and ensure that all 
constructed assets, especially those re-
lated to water bodies, Decentralized 
Wastewater Treatment Systems (DEWATs) 
and Waste Stabilization Ponds (WSPs), 
are verified for functionality, compliance 
and quality. These visits are crucial for 
on-ground validation and must be fol-
lowed by updated status reporting.

Given the critical role of DEWATS and 
WSPs in environmental protection, the 
Secretary directed for conducting the a 
virtual workshop on these technologies 
for all the field officers.

The Secretary stressed the urgent need 
for all the districts to update their Self-
Assessment data on the Swachh Surve-
kshan Grameen (SSG) 2025 portal (https://
ssg2025.in/State/Index).

He reminded the officials that Self-
Assessment contributes 140 out of 1000 
marks as per SSG guidelines and direct-
ly impacts the district rankings.

Earlier, the Director General, Rural 
Sanitation, presented a detailed presen-
tation highlighting the current status, 
achievements, challenges and actionable 
points under the Swachh Bharat Mission-
Gramin (SBM-G) across all districts of 
Jammu & Kashmir.

Nukkad Natak organised to promote 
cleanliness and safety awareness 
among Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra pilgrims
HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

A Nukkad Natak was organ-
ised at the Shri Amarnath 
Ji Yatra Token Centre, 
Railway Road, Jammu, to 
promote cleanliness and 
safety among pilgrims. The 
event was organised by the 
Cultural Unit, Department 
of Information and Public 
Relations (DIPR), Jammu in 
collaboration with District 
Administration Jammu. The 
play conveyed messages on 

cleanliness, biodegradable 
waste use, disposal practices 
and following safety guide-
lines. The initiative was 
held under the directions 

of Joint Director Informa-
tion Jammu, Deepak Dubey 
and under the supervision 
of Cultural Officer Jammu, 
Mukesh Kumar Sharma.

Joint mock drill on flood preparedness 
conducted by NHPC Salal and District 
Administration Reasi
HT NEWS SERVICE
REASI, JULY 12

A joint mock drill on 
flood preparedness was 
conducted near Chenab 
River, Reasi, by NHPC Salal 
Power Station and District 
Administration under the 
leadership of Deputy Com-
missioner Nidhi Malik, in 
coordination with CAPF 
and Police.

The drill tested the early 
warning system and inter-
departmental coordina-
tion. Scenarios included 
rising water levels, medi-
cal emergencies and evac-

uations.
Quick Response Teams 

(QRTs) were activated and 
medical and evacuation 
drills were conducted. 
Departments performed 
designated roles, including 
medical aid, crowd con-
trol, transport and rescue.

Present were ACR Reasi 
Nitin Verma, Tehsildar 
Thakrakote and represen-
tatives of NHPC, Police, 
NDRF and SDRF.

The exercise showcased 
the region’s readiness and 
public awareness regard-
ing flood risks.

DC Samba releases pocket-
sized statistical handbook 
'District at a Glance'
HT NEWS SERVICE
SAMBA, JULY 12

District Development Com-
missioner Samba, Rajesh 
Sharma, released a pocket-
sized handbook titled Dis-
trict at a Glance, compiled 
by the District Statistics and 
Evaluation Office.

Present were Chief Plan-
ning Officer Kasturi Lal, 
DSEO Rupinder Kaur, ACR 
Ajay Bharti, Statistical Offi-
cer DSEO Office and other 
staff.

The publication provides 
a summary of key socio-
economic and demographic 
data for 2022–23 and 2023–
24. It is intended for use by 
planners, researchers and 
departments for develop-

ment initiatives.
The Deputy Commission-

er appreciated the DSEO 
team and the cooperation 
of government departments 
for their contribution in 
finalizing the publication.

Nasha Mukt JK Abhiyan: DC 
Kishtwar reviews progress of 
IEC campaign against drugs
HT NEWS SERVICE
KISHTWAR, JULY 12

Deputy Commissioner 
Kishtwar, Pankaj Kumar 
Sharma, chaired a review 
meeting on the ongoing 
IEC campaign against 
drugs under Nasha Mukt 
JK Abhiyan.

The meeting assessed 
awareness activities con-
ducted in educational 
institutions, panchayats 
and urban areas. Issues 
such as inadequate display 
of IEC materials, limited 
video screenings, incom-
plete event documenta-
tion and absenteeism of 
resource persons were 
noted.

DC directed nodal offi-
cers to ensure broader 

public participation, 
including SMCs, Biodi-
versity Committees and 
youth volunteers. Offi-
cers were asked to upload 
event details promptly 
and ensure visibility of 
content.

Officers will attend a 
training workshop on July 
14, 2025, at the DC Office, 
Kishtwar, to strengthen 
campaign implementa-
tion. DC also chaired a 

District NCORD Commit-
tee meeting to review 
anti-drug measures and 
enforcement perfor-
mance.

The meeting was attend-
ed by PO ICDS Kishtwar 
Rishi Sharma, ACD Kaiser 
Bhawani, SDM Paddar 
Amit Kumar, SDM Chatroo 
Naeem Ur Rehman, Dis-
trict Social Welfare Officer 
Zubair Ahmed and other 
officers.

DLSA Jammu conducts 
inspection of Central 
Jail Kot Bhalwal

HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA) Jammu, 
under the guidance of Y.P. 
Bourney, Chairman DLSA 
Jammu and Principal Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge 
Jammu and the supervi-
sion of Smriti Sharma, Sub 
Judge and Secretary DLSA 
Jammu, conducted an 
inspection of Central Jail 
Kot Bhalwal Jammu today.

The visit began with a 
plantation drive aimed at 
promoting a greener and 
healthier environment 
within the jail premises. 
The drive was carried out 
by the Principal District 
and Sessions Judge Jammu 
along with Smriti Sharma, 
Secretary DLSA Jammu, 
Veerinder Kumar Bhat, 
Superintendent of Central 
Jail Kot Bhalwal and Anil 
Sharma, Chief Legal Aid 
Defense Counsel Jammu.

Following the drive, the 
team inspected the jail to 
assess living conditions, 
health facilities, legal aid 
availability, and the over-
all welfare of inmates, in 
line with directives from 
the National Legal Ser-
vices Authority (NALSA) 
and provisions under the 
Legal Services Authorities 
Act, 1987.

The inspection includ-
ed direct interaction with 
under trial, detenu and 
convict prisoners in the 
jail's ground area to get a 
firsthand understanding of 
the facilities available. Key 
areas inspected included 
the Jail Legal Aid Clinic, 
virtual VC rooms, inter-

view area, prisoner calling 
system, hospital, kitchen 
and barracks.

The medical centre and 
hospital were thoroughly 
checked and the team 
reviewed the quality of 
food prepared for inmates. 
Inmates’ concerns and 
grievances were heard 
attentively, offering them 
a platform to provide feed-
back on services extended 
by DLSA Jammu.

During the inspection, 
certain areas of the jail 
premises were identified 
as needing renovation. 
On-the-spot directions 
were issued to the Super-
intendent of Central Jail 
Kot Bhalwal to raise the 
matter with the appropri-
ate authority.

As part of the initiative, 
the Principal District and 
Sessions Judge Jammu also 
reviewed cases related to 
the Under Trial Review 
Committee (UTRC). The 
next UTRC meeting is 
scheduled for July 15 to 
assess cases of under-
trial prisoners eligible for 
release under legal provi-
sions, including Section 
436A of the CrPC and 
those who may benefit 
from legal aid or plea bar-
gaining.

This initiative aims to 
reduce overcrowding in 
jails, promote speedy trials 
and ensure justice for pris-
oners from economically 
or socially disadvantaged 
backgrounds. The judicia-
ry remains committed to 
upholding constitutional 
rights and ensuring fair 
and humane treatment of 
individuals in custody.

Notification 
for Haj 1447 
(Hijri)/2026 
(CE) issued

HT NEWS SERVICE
RAMBAN, JULY 12

The District Administra-
tion Ramban informs 
Haj aspirants that the 
Haj Committee of India 

(HCoI) has invited online 
applications for Haj 1447 
(H) – 2026 (CE) from 7th 
July to 31st July 2025.

Applicants must read 
the guidelines and under-
takings on www.hajcom-

mittee.gov.in before 
applying. They must 
have a Machine-Readable 
International Passport 
issued on or before 31st 
July 2025 and valid at 
least up to 31st December 

2026.
Applications can be 

submitted via www.
hajcommittee.gov.in or 
through the official app 
“HAJ SUVIDHA” available 
on iOS and Android.

Troops of Gigrial Bn rescues Pangolin 
along International Border
HT NEWS SERVICE
AKHNOOR, JULY 11

In a heartwarming display 
of environmental aware-
ness and compassion, 
troops of the Gigrial Bat-
talion, deployed along the 
International Border (IB), 
successfully rescued a pan-
golin one of the world’s 
most endangered and heav-
ily trafficked mammals. 
During routine patrolling 
in a forward area, alert 
soldiers spotted the rare 
creature, vulnerable and 
far from its natural habi-
tat. Recognizing the eco-
logical importance of the 
pangolin and the threats 
it faces due to illegal wild-
life trafficking, the troops 
responded with swift and 
responsible action. With 
utmost care, the animal 

was safely secured and 
subsequently handed over 
to the concerned wildlife 
and forest authorities for 
proper rehabilitation. This 
act underscores the Indian 
Army’s commitment not 
only to national security 
but also to the conserva-
tion of India’s rich and 

diverse wildlife. This com-
passionate gesture by the 
Gigrial Battalion reflects 
the Army’s ethos of service 
to the nation in all forms 
including the protection 
of its natural heritage even 
while operating in high-
alert and sensitive border 
areas.

Indian Army organizes Interaction 
with Gujjar, Bakkarwals at Daraba, 
Kulali, Surankote, Poonch District
HT NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, JULY 12

The Indian Army con-
ducted an "Interaction 
with Gujjar & Bakkarwal" 
event across all villages on 
12 July 2025. In continu-
ance of its zeal to achieve 
greater heights in coordi-
nation with the local pop-
ulation, the Indian Army 
has always been at the 
forefront of maintaining 
cordial civil-military rela-
tions. During the interac-
tion, various issues con-
cerning education, health 
and socio-economic devel-
opment were discussed. 
The event provided an 
opportunity for the Army 
to address the communi-
ty's concerns and explore 
avenues for future coop-
eration and support. This 
engagement was part of 
Operation Sadbhavana, 
which aims to promote 

peace, development and 
goodwill in the region. The 
initiative underscores the 
Indian Army's commit-
ment to the welfare of all 
communities, especially 
those in remote and under-
served areas. Community 
members expressed their 
gratitude for the Army's 

efforts and appreciated 
the continuous support 
extended to them. The 
event witnessed the par-
ticipation of 72 commu-
nity members and aimed 
to foster stronger ties and 
mutual understanding 
between the Indian Army 
and these communities.

Indian Army pays Tribute to Bravehearts of J&K 
on 26th Anniversary of Kargil Vijay Diwas
HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

On the solemn occasion 
of the 26th anniversary 
of Kargil Vijay Diwas, 
the Indian Army paid 
heartfelt tribute to the 
valiant sons of Jammu & 
Kashmir who displayed 
unmatched courage and 
made the supreme sacri-
fice during the 1999 Kargil 
War. Commemorative 
events were held across 
Jammu, Kathua, RS Pura, 
Hiranagar and Mendhar 
to honor these heroes and 
acknowledge the unwaver-
ing spirit of their families.

From the 13 Jammu & 
Kashmir Rifles (Kargil), 
Major Ajay Singh Jasrotia, 
Sena Medal, Lance Naik 
Harish Pal, Sena Medal 
and Havildar Jagan Nath 
laid down their lives in 
the treacherous heights 
of Kargil. Fighting against 
all odds they led from the 
front and carved a legacy 
of heroism that continues 
to inspire generations.

From the 12 Jammu & 
Kashmir Light Infantry, 
Havildar A.B. Kareem, 
Havildar Daler Singh, 
Havildar Rajinder Singh, 
Rifleman Ravinder Singh, 
Lance Havildar Yougal 
Kishore, Rifleman Rattan 
Chand, Naik Surjeet Singh 
and Naik Pawan Kumar 
displayed extraordinary 
valor across various bat-
tlefronts. Their bravery, 
unity and sacrifice played 

a crucial role in turning 
the tide of the war.

The 8 Sikh Regiment’s 
Subedar Ravail Singh, Sena 
Medal and Sepoy Balwind-
er Singh fought fiercely at 
strategic locations such 
as Tiger Hill, forcing the 
enemy into retreat. Their 
valor remains etched in 
the collective memory of 
a grateful nation.

From the 9 Mahar 
Regiment, Sepoy Raman 
Kumar made the ultimate 
sacrifice during intense 
enemy offensives, stand-
ing tall in the face of 
danger.

In the 18 Grenadiers, 
Havildar Madan Lal, 
Vir Chakra and Gunner 
Swaran Singh, Sena Medal, 
fought till their last breath, 
defending the motherland 
with unmatched devotion 
and courage.

From the 28 Rashtriya 
Rifles, Rifleman Manzoor 
Hussain laid down his life 
in counter-terror opera-

tions, exemplifying the 
spirit of duty beyond the 
battlefield.

Special outreach and 
tribute events were held 
in the hometowns of 
these bravehearts. The 
Indian Army visited their 
families, presenting them 
with mementoes and let-
ters of gratitude—symbols 
of a nation’s everlasting 
respect. These moments 
were not mere ceremonies 
but profound gestures of 
remembrance and honor.

An Army officer 
remarked, "These stories 
of valor are not just a part 
of history—they are the 
soul of our nation." As 
India marks 26 years of 
Kargil victory, the sacrific-
es of Major Jasrotia, Sube-
dar Ravail Singh, Havildar 
Madan Lal and all their 
comrades remain a living 
flame of courage, duty and 
patriotism.

Jai Hind. Vande Mata-
ram.

CO 9 JAK LI listens problems 
of ex-servicemen

HT NEWS SERVICE
AKHNOOR, JULY 12

An interactive confer-
ence was organised by 
the Commanding Offi-
cer of 9 JAK LI with ex-
servicemen, Veer Naris 
and widows today. Briga-
dier DN Sharma, Brigade 
Commander, 52 Brigade 
was the Chief Guest. Most 
of the members of Ex-
Servicemen Welfare Asso-
ciation Akhnoor attended 
it and President of the 
Association, Veteran S. 
Lakhbir Singh discussed 
the grievances of the ex-
servicemen. Addressing 
the gathering, the Brigade 
Commander said,

To our ex-servicemen: 
You may have retired, but 
your contribution contin-
ues to inspire the ranks 
every day. Your discipline, 
valour and dedication laid 

the foundation on which 
the Indian Army stands 
today. We are committed 
to ensure that you get all 
the entitled benefits, pen-
sion, medical aid through 
ECHS, and assistance 
in rehabilitation and 
employment opportuni-
ties and to the Veer Naris, 
he said,

You are not alone - you 
are an inseparable part of 
the Army.  We are here 
to support you in every 
possible way - whether it 
is a pension issue, legal 
aid, housing assistance, 
or emotional well-being. 
We salute your patience 
and promise that the sac-
rifice of your loved ones 
will never be forgotten. 
A wonderful lunch was 
served and the Brigade 
Commander met every-
one in the conference one 
by one.
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Dr Jitendra inaugurates IIM Jammu 5-day holistic 
orientation programme for incoming batches

HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

JAMMU, JULY 14: The Indian In-
stitute of Management (IIM) Jammu 
commenced its five day Holistic Ori-
entation Programme with a grand 
inaugural ceremony held here today 
at Jagti campus. The programme 
marked formal induction of the 6th 
Batch of Ph.D, 4th Batch of Ph.D. 
(Working Professionals), 10th Batch 
of MBA, 4th Batch of MBA in Health-
care Management and the 5th Batch 
of Executive MBA (EMBA) into the 
IIM Jammu academic community.

The event was inaugurated by Dr. 
Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for Science & 
Technology, Earth Sciences.

Professor B.S. Sahay, Director, IIM 
Jammu, presided over the event.

A special message from Dr. Milind 
P. Kamble, Chairman, Board of Gov-
ernors, IIM Jammu, was read out by 
Professor Jabir Ali, Dean, Faculty and 
Research, IIM Jammu.

Also present on the occasion were 
Amitava Chatterjee, MD & CEO, J&K 
Bank, as the guest of honor besides 
Professor Shakti Gupta, Director, 
AIIMS Jammu; Professor Jabir Ali, 
Dean, Faculty and Research; Profes-
sor Nitin Upadhyay, Dean Academics; 
and Dr. Sarbjit Singh, Chairperson, 
Admissions, IIM Jammu.

A major highlight of the day was 

inauguration of the newly construct-
ed Hostel Complex by Chief Guest 
Dr. Jitendra Singh. The complex com-
prises of four state-of-the-art hostels 
including Krishna, Sindhu, Narmada, 
and Yamuna, each with 172 rooms 
totalling 688 rooms. This remarkable 
addition to the institute's infrastruc-
ture reaffirms IIM Jammu’s commit-

ment towards providing world-class 
residential and academic facilities 
to its students.

In line with the institute’s em-
phasis on environmental conscious-
ness and sustainability, Dr. Jitendra 
Singh also participated in a sym-
bolic sapling plantation ceremony, 
planting a Rudraksh sapling near 

hostel complex.
The grand inaugural ceremony 

set an inspiring and enthusiastic tone 
for the days ahead, as the newly in-
ducted batches prepare to embark 
on a transformative academic jour-
ney at one of India’s most dynamic 
and rapidly advancing IIMs.

Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan: 

Distt Admin 
Pulwama 
organises 
Panchayat-level 
awareness camps

HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

PULWAMA, JULY 14: As part of the ongoing 
efforts to curb substance abuse under the Na-
sha Mukt J&K Abhiyan, district administration 
Pulwama today conducted a series of Informa-
tion, Education, and Communication (IEC) 
awareness camps across various panchayats in 
all blocks of the district. The programmes were 
aimed at promoting awareness among the gen-
eral public, especially youth, regarding the 
harmful effects of drug abuse and the impor-
tance of a drug-free and healthy society.

During the sessions, resource persons sen-
sitised the participants about the physical, 
psychological, and social consequences of drug 
addiction. Topics such as early detection, role 
of families in rehabilitation, and community 
vigilance were also discussed in detail.

To support the outreach, a variety of IEC 
materials including posters, brochures, and 
pamphlets were distributed, containing key 
messages about prevention strategies, available 
counselling and rehabilitation services, and 
important helpline numbers. Participants were 
also encouraged to act as community ambas-
sadors and spread awareness in their respective 
areas.

The camps saw active participation from 
officials of the Health, Education, Social Welfare, 
Rural Development, and Police Departments. 
Panchayat representatives, Self Help Groups 
(SHGs), students, civil society members, and 
local youth also took part with great enthusiasm.

The campaign will continue in the coming 
days with similar programmes scheduled in 
educational institutes, rural and urban areas, 
ensuring grassroots engagement and commu-
nity involvement in the fight against drug ad-
diction.

Food Safety Department 
Anantnag cracks-down 
on Unsafe Snack and 
Confectionery 
Manufacturers

HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

ANANTNAG, JULY 14: In a decisive move to 
safeguard public health particularly the well-
being of young children, Food Safety department 
Anantnag conducted extensive raids on various 
snack, sweet, and confectionery manufactur-
ing units across the district. The enforcement 
action followed credible inputs regarding the 
use of unpermitted additives and improper 
storage conditions in the production of food 
items primarily consumed by children. During 
the raids, approximately 200 kilograms of snacks, 
sweets, and other confectionery products val-
ued at an estimated Rs.1.65 lakh were seized. 
Additionally, around 50 kilograms of deterio-
rated and perishable food items were found 
unfit for consumption and were destroyed on 
the spot by the Food Business Operators (FBOs) 
under supervision. Further, two FBOs were 
booked for operating in gross violation of the 
Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, including 
the absence of basic infrastructure and non-
compliance with hygiene and manufacturing 
standards as outlined in Schedule IV of the 
FSSA. Samples of the suspected food items have 
been collected and sent to a NABL-accredited 
laboratory for detailed testing and analysis. 
Food Safety department has reiterated its zero-
tolerance policy toward unsafe and unethical 
food manufacturing practices. Officials have 
once again urged all food business operators 
to ensure the use of only permitted and high-
quality ingredients and to strictly adhere to 
food safety norms and regulations.

2-day International Workshop on 
‘OMICS for Crop Improvement’ 
begins at SKUAST-Kashmir

HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SRINAGAR, JULY 14: Di-
vision of Plant Biotechnol-
ogy, Faculty of Horticulture, 
Sher-e-Kashmir University 
of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology of Kashmir 
(SKUAST-K), inaugurated a 
two-day International 
Workshop on ‘OMICS for 
Crop Improvement’ today 
at the university's Shalimar 
campus.

 The event is being held 
on 14th and 15th July, 2025, 
with participation from 
scientists, researchers, and 
students from different in-
stitutes.

Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai, 
Vice Chancellor of SKUAST-
K, delivered the ‘Words of 
Wisdom’ as the chief guest 
of the event. He appreci-
ated the department’s efforts 
in organizing this interna-
tional workshop and high-
lighted the transformative 
role of integrative OMICS 
in revolutionizing plant 
breeding, stress tolerance, 
and genetic resource utili-
zation to mitigate aberrant 
climatic changes for sustain-
able agriculture in J&K.

Prof. Nazir A. Ganai also 
mentioned about ‘Evergreen 
revolution’ initiatives taken 
by SKUAST-Kashmir under 
HADP project for safeguard-
ing fragile climatic condi-
tions of Kashmir.

Earlier, the program com-
menced with a welcome 
address by Prof. Amjad M. 
Husaini, Head, Division of 
Plant Biotechnology, who 
welcomed the dignitaries, 
invited speakers and all 
participants.

The session was also 
graced by Prof. Haroon 
Rashid Naik, Director of 
Research; Prof. Mohammad 
Altaf Bhat, Director of Edu-
cation; Prof. Azmat Alam 
Khan, Registrar, SKUAST-K; 
Prof. Neelofar Banday, Dean, 
Faculty of Horticulture.

A formal Vote of Thanks 
was presented by Dr. Sajad 
Majeed Zargar, Workshop 
Coordinator, Division of Plant 
Biotechnology, who ex-
pressed gratitude to the 
university leadership, expert 
speakers, participants, and 
the organizing team for their 
support and contribution 
in making the event suc-
cessful.

It was followed by an 
expert talk on Genome Har-
vest by Prof. Rupesh 
Deshmukh, Head, Depart-
ment of Biotechnology, 
Central University of Hary-
ana.

Over the course of the 
two days, participants will 
receive exposure to both 
hands-on training and ex-
pert lectures on cutting-edge 
topics Genome Harvest, 
Multivariate Proteome 
Analysis, Genome Editing 
for Crop Improvement, QTL 
Mapping, Genome Informat-
ics and Experimental Design 
etc.

The workshop is expect-
ed to foster interdisciplinary 
collaborations and enhance 
technical skills relevant to 
modern plant science and 
agricultural biotechnology 
focusing on the role of OMICS 
technologies in sustainable 
agriculture and precision 
crop breeding.

Researchers, academi-
cians, and students from 
various institutions are 
participating in the program. 
This program is sponsored 
by Neuberg Diagnostics, 
Ahmadabad.

KVK Shopian organizes 
CBP for tribal, rural 
youth at GDC Shopian

HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

SHOPIAN, JULY 14: Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Shopian 
today conducted a Capacity 
Building Programme (CBP) for 
30 tribal students at Govern-
ment Degree College (GDC) 
Shopian. The event was held 
under the Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP) 
initiative of ICAR, aiming to 
empower young minds from 
marginalized sections through 
knowledge and skill develop-
ment. Prof. Rihana Habib Kanth, 
Director Extension, SKUAST-K, 
was the chief guest of the event, 
who delivered an inspiring key-
note address. She highlighted 
the importance of education 
for tribal youth, urging par-
ticipants to develop themselves 
through SWOT analysis 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Op-
portunities, and Threats) in 
order to better understand their 
potential and areas of growth. 
Earlier, the programme for-
mally began with an opening 

talk by Dr. Zaffar Afroz Badri, 
Head of KVK Shopian, who in-
troduced the objectives and 
structure of the capacity-build-
ing session. The event was at-
tended by several dignitaries 
including Dr. Amal Saxena, who 
stressed the importance of im-
proving communication skills 
to unlock opportunities in both 
professional and personal de-
velopment. Dr. Liqyat Ahmad 
Choudhary spoke on the vast 
scope of agriculture as a sus-
tainable career path for rural 
youth. Dr. Irfan Basti spoke on 
awareness talk focusing  on 
rural empowerment and access 
to Government schemes.

Dr. Shaiq Ahmad Ganai, who 
also led a parallel Front Line 
Demonstration (FLD) session, 
enriched students' practical 
benefits of proper hygiene and 
sanitation.

As part of the programme, 
soap, detergent, and towels were 
distributed among the partici-
pants to promote hygiene aware-
ness.

DC Budgam conducts surprise inspection of Distt Hospital
Calls for efficient and 
compassionate public 
health service delivery

HT NEWS DESK / DIPR

BUDGAM, JULY 14: In a bid to 
ensure effective functioning of 
healthcare services, Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, Dr. Bilal 
Mohi-ud-Din Bhat today paid a 
surprise late-night visit to District 
Hospital Budgam.

The visit, aimed at reviewing 
the emergency services, maternal 
and child health care, and overall 
hospital operations, led to the 
identification of several gaps that 
require immediate action. During 
his thorough inspection, DC close-
ly examined the facilities being 
provided to patients, and inter-
acted with both staff and visitors 
to understand their concerns. While 
acknowledging the hospital’s 
critical role in serving the popula-
tion of  district, Dr Bilal stressed 

that government health services 
must be delivered efficiently and 
with compassion. He inspected 
various wards and the emergen-
cy department, identifying areas 
where improvements are neces-
sary.  DC emphasised the need for 
the hospital administration to 
focus on the gaps and directed 
swift action against any dereliction 
of duty by the staff.

Additionally, DC highlighted 
the importance of maintaining 
accurate medical records and the 

timely issuance of essential med-
icines to patients.

Medical Superintendent(MS) 
Budgam was directed to ensure 
the availability of doctors as per 
the roster and to implement a more 
efficient duty management system, 
especially in critical areas like the 
emergency ward, to avoid any 
disruption in services.

Among others, DC was accom-
panied by CMO Budgam, MS Bud-
gam and other medical staff dur-
ing his visit.

New gene therapy shows potential for 
restoring hearing loss
IANS
NEW DELHI

In a significant scientific 
breakthrough, an inter-
national team of research-
ers has developed a novel 
gene therapy that can 
improve hearing in chil-
dren and adults with con-
genital deafness or severe 
hearing impairment.

In the study, Swedish 
and Chinese used gene 
therapy and improved 
hearing in 10 patients, and 
the treatment was well-
tolerated.

“This is a huge step for-
ward in the genetic treat-
ment of deafness, one that 
can be life-changing for 
children and adults,” said 
Maoli Duan, consultant 
and docent at the Depart-
ment of Clinical Science, 
Intervention and Technol-
ogy, Karolinska Institutet, 
Sweden.

The study, published 
in the journal Nature 
Medicine, comprised 10 
patients between the ages 
of 1 and 24 at five hospitals 
in China, all of whom had 

a genetic form of deafness 
or severe hearing impair-
ment caused by mutations 
in a gene called OTOF.

These mutations cause 
a deficiency of the protein 
otoferlin, which plays a 
critical part in transmit-
ting auditory signals from 
the ear to the brain.

The gene therapy 
involved using a synthetic 
adeno-associated virus 
(AAV) to deliver a func-
tional version of the OTOF 
gene to the inner ear via 

a single injection through 
a membrane at the base 
of the cochlea called the 
round window.

The gene therapy 
worked rapidly and 
helped the majority of the 
patients to recover some 
hearing in just a month.

A six-month follow-
up showed considerable 
hearing improvement in 
all participants, with the 
average volume of per-
ceptible sound improving 
from 106 decibels to 52.

The younger patients, 
especially those between 
the ages of five and eight, 
responded best to the 
treatment.

One of the participants, 
a seven-year-old girl, 
quickly recovered almost 
all her hearing and was 
able to hold daily conver-
sations with her mother 
four months afterward. 
However, the therapy also 
proved effective in adults.

“Smaller studies in 
China have previously 
shown positive results in 
children, but this is the 
first time that the method 
has been tested in teenag-
ers and adults, too,” Duan 
said.

“Hearing was greatly 
improved in many of the 
participants, which can 
have a profound effect on 
their life quality. We will 
now be following these 
patients to see how lasting 
the effect is,” the expert 
said.

Importantly, the results 
also show that the treat-
ment was safe and well-
tolerated.

New pocket-sized sensor to detect asthma, 
lung damage causing sulphur dioxide
IANS
NEW DELHI

Scientists from the Centre 
for Nano and Soft Matter 
Sciences (CeNS), Bengalu-
ru, have developed a new 
low-cost sensor that can 
help detect toxic sulphur 
dioxide (SO2) gas respon-
sible for respiratory irrita-
tion, asthma attacks, and 
long-term lung damage, at 
extremely low concentra-
tions, said the Ministry of 
Science and Technology .

CeNS, Bengaluru is an 
autonomous institute of 
the Department of Sci-
ence and Technology 
(DST), under the Ministry.

SO2 is a toxic air pollut-
ant commonly released 
from vehicles and indus-
trial emissions, and even 
minute exposure can 
cause serious health 
issues and long-term 
lung damage. It is hard 
to detect before it has an 
adverse effect on health.

While real-time moni-
toring of SO2 levels is 

essential for human 
health and environment 
existing technologies are 
often expensive, energy-
intensive, or unable to 
detect the gas at trace 
levels.

The team fabricated 
the sensor by combining 
two metal oxides -- nickel 
oxide (NiO) and neodym-
ium nickelate (NdNiO3), 
through a simple synthe-
sis process.

“While NiO acts as 
the receptor for the gas, 
NdNiO3 serves as the 

transducer that efficient-
ly transmits the signal, 
enabling detection at con-
centrations as low as 320 
ppb, far surpassing the 
sensitivity of many com-
mercial sensors,” said the 
researchers, led by Dr. S. 
Angappane.

Angappane and team 
also developed a portable 
prototype that incorpo-
rates the sensor for real-
time SO2 monitoring.

“The prototype fea-
tures a straightforward 
threshold-based alert 

system that activates 
visual indicators, green 
for safe, yellow for warn-
ing, and red for danger, 
allowing easy interpreta-
tion and response, even 
by users without scien-
tific expertise,” said the 
researcher, in the paper 
published in the journal 
Small.

The sensor is compact 
and lightweight, which 
makes it suitable for use 
in industrial areas, urban 
locations, and enclosed 
spaces where continuous 
air quality monitoring is 
necessary.

‘With its high sensitiv-
ity, portability, and user-
friendly operation, this 
sensor system offers a 
practical solution to moni-
tor and manage SO2 pol-
lution, supporting public 
health and environmen-
tal safety,” said the team, 
while highlighting the 
potential of material sci-
ence to create accessible 
technologies for real-
world challenges.

Traditional medicine crucial to achieving global goals 
of Universal Health Coverage: Ayush Ministry 
IANS
NEW DELHI

Global goals like Uni-
versal Health Coverage 
(UHC) can only be met 
when traditional medi-
cine becomes an essential 
part of the national health 
policy and wellness deliv-
ery, said Dr. Kashinath 
Samagandi, Director, 
Morarji Desai National 
Institute of Yoga, Ministry 
of Ayush.

Speaking at the third 
conference on beauty, 
wellness, and traditional 
medicine organised by 
ASSOCHAM, Samagandi 
said India’s holistic health 
future lies in combining 
traditional medicine with 
modern policy and prac-
tice.

''Holistic health is a 
fundamental right and 
to truly achieve it, India 
must integrate traditional 
systems into the core of its 
healthcare framework,” 
he added.

The conference brought 
together key stakeholders 
from the industry and 

policy tables to deliberate 
on the theme.

“Beauty and wellness 
are not just about appear-
ance; they are a reflection 
of balance, harmony, and 
inner well-being. By align-
ing nature, science, and 
self-care, we don’t just 

enhance how we look, we 
elevate how we feel and 
live,” said Dr. Blossom 
Kochhar, co-chairperson, 
ASSOCHAM National Well-
ness Council and Chair-
person.

“By working together 
-- industry, academia, 

and government -- we can 
ensure safe, high-qual-
ity solutions that build 
trust, foster global lead-
ership, and make a posi-
tive impact on millions 
of lives, both here and 
around the world,” added 
Suresh Garg, CMD, Zeon 
Lifesciences.

The experts also 
emphasised the need for 
standardisation of beauty 
and cosmetic products to 
ensure consumer safety 
and reinforce market 
credibility.

“By adhering to regu-
latory benchmarks like 
those set by CDSCO and 
BIS, the industry not only 
protects public health but 
also empowers Indian 
brands to compete con-
fidently at home and 
abroad,” said Vikas Tiwari, 
Lead - Regulatory Affairs-
HPC, Reliance Retail.

Deliberations at the 
conference centered on 
the immense potential 
that India’s beauty and 
wellness heritage holds 
to lead the global shift 
toward holistic wellness.

Should anti-ageing medicines be 
banned in India?
IANS
NEW DELHI

In the wake of the untime-
ly death of actress Shefali 
Jariwala that raised con-
cerns over the effects of 
cosmetic procedures, 
experts  said that although 
the anti-ageing medicines 
have gained significant 
popularity, these are 
mostly unregulated and 
pose severe health risks. 

Shefali, widely known 
for her breakout perfor-
mance in the iconic 2002 
music video 'Kaanta Laga', 
passed away in Mumbai on 
June 27. She was 42.

Preliminary reports 
suggest cardiac arrest 
behind her death. How-
ever, reports also reveal 
the usage of a cocktail 
of anti-ageing injections, 
allegedly self-administered 
while fasting.

“Anti-ageing medicine 
is becoming very popu-
lar but it's mostly unreg-
ulated. Many of these 
products are sold without 
proper scientific studies 
to prove they work. Some 

may even have harmful 
side effects, especially if 
taken for long periods,” 
former AIIMS Director Dr 
Randeep Guleria, said.

“Anti-ageing is not a sci-
entific term. Such prod-
ucts do not reverse or stop 
natural ageing. Skin whit-
ening is possible with cer-
tain medications, but that 
is not the same as anti-age-
ing,” added Rajeev Jayade-
van, Convener, Research 
Cell, Kerala State IMA.

Media reports citing 
police investigation noted 

that Shefali was using skin 
whitening and anti-ageing 
treatments, particularly 
glutathione and Vitamin 
C for about eight years 
without active medical 
supervision after an initial 
consultation.

“When a medication is 
given as an IV injection, 
it bypasses the natural 
protection offered by 
gut absorption and liver 
metabolism. Thus, the 
drug may reach very high 
concentrations in blood 
and tissues,” Jayadevan, 

said.
“IV medications must 

be carefully regulated and 
contamination avoided at 
all costs,” he added.

The expert also noted 
“reports from Australia 
and Philippines about con-
tamination of IV glutathi-
one vials with toxins and 
also serious side effects of 
such products”.

India is currently seeing 
a rapid rise in the cosmet-
ic race. According to the 
latest ISAPS Global Survey, 
India ranked among the 
top 10 countries glob-
ally for aesthetic/cosmetic 
procedures, trailing only 
global leaders like the US, 
Brazil, and Japan.

“There is definitely 
a need to regulate such 
medicines. If there’s no 
proper evidence about 
their safety or usefulness, 
and they are found to be 
harmful, then yes -- they 
should be banned. The 
same applies to other 
medicines, like muscle-
building drugs that are 
often misused,” Guleria 
said.

Study shows cancer in childhood may 
raise risk of severe Covid in adults
IANS
NEW DELHI

While medical advances 
are boosting the survival 
rate of cancer in child-
hood, the survivors could 
be at a higher risk of 
developing severe Covid-
19 as adults, according to 
a new study published in 
the journal The Lancet 
Regional Health-Europe .

The study from Karolin-
ska Institutet in Sweden 
showed that health risks 
may remain long after 
treatment has ended.

The results show that 
childhood cancer sur-
vivors had a lower risk 
of contracting Covid but 
were 58 per cent more 
likely to develop severe 
disease if they did become 
infected.

Severe Covid was 
defined as the patient 
receiving hospital care, 
intensive care, or death 
related to the infection.

"It is important to 
understand that even 

though these individuals 
were not infected more 
often, the consequences 
were more serious when 
they did become ill," said 
Javier Louro, a postdoc-
toral researcher at the 

Institute of Environmen-
tal Medicine at Karolinska.

The team investi-
gated how adult child-
hood cancer survivors 
in Sweden and Denmark 
were affected by the Covid 

pandemic.
The study included 

over 13,000 people who 
had been diagnosed with 
cancer before the age of 
20 and who were at least 
20 years old when the pan-
demic began.

They were compared 
with both siblings and ran-
domly selected individuals 
from the population of the 
same gender and year of 
birth.

The differences in risk 
were particularly clear 
during periods of high 
transmission, such as 
when new virus variants 
such as alpha and omicron 
spread rapidly.

"Our results suggest that 
childhood cancer survi-
vors should be consid-
ered a risk group in future 
pandemics or other health 
crises," Louro, said.

"This could involve pri-
oritising them for vacci-
nation or offering special 
protection during periods 
of high transmission," the 
researcher added.

Poor heart health may signal gestational 
diabetes risk in pregnancy: Study
IANS
NEW DELHI

Women with poor cardio-
vascular health may be at 
a higher risk of developing 
gestational diabetes and 
coronary artery calcium 
(CAC) in midlife, accord-
ing to a study.

CAC refers to the build-
up of calcium deposits in 
the walls of the coronary 
arteries, which supply 
blood to the heart. It is 
a significant indicator of 
heart disease risk.

The findings, published 
in JAMA Cardiology, sug-
gest that gestational dia-
betes is a marker of pre-
pregnancy cardiovascular 
health. It also underscores 
the importance of health-
care providers in helping 
patients improve their 
cardiovascular health both 
prior and after pregnancy.

"We need to optimise 
cardiovascular health 
early in the life course," 
said lead author Natalie 
Cameron, instructor in the 
Department of Medicine's 
Division of General Inter-

nal Medicine at Northwest-
ern University, US.

In the study, the inves-
tigators analysed patient 
data originally collected 
from 1985 to 2010. Of 
the more than 1,000 par-
ticipants included in the 
cohort, the average age 

was 28.6 years.
All participants had at 

least one singleton birth 
and did not have pre-preg-
nancy diabetes.

Overall, the investi-
gators found that par-
ticipants with poor pre-
pregnancy cardiovascular 

health compared to those 
with better pre-pregnan-
cy cardiovascular health 
were more likely to have 
a pregnancy complicated 
by gestational diabetes 
and were more likely to 
develop CAC.

"Patients with gesta-
tional diabetes and other 
adverse pregnancy out-
comes should follow up 
with a primary care pro-
vider so we can optimise 
heart health after preg-
nancy," Cameron said.

"We need to take a good 
pregnancy history, ask 
about  lifestyle behaviours 
such as diet and physical 
activity, and screen for 
cardiovascular disease 
risk factors. Then we can 
work with patients to help 
them optimise their heart 
health throughout their 
life course," she added.

The researchers also 
urged revamping post-
partum primary care 
for women with adverse 
pregnancy outcomes to 
seamlessly help patients 
get from obstetrics to a 
primary care provider.
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Nukkad Natak organised to promote 
cleanliness and safety awareness 
among Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra pilgrims
HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

A Nukkad Natak was organ-
ised at the Shri Amarnath 
Ji Yatra Token Centre, 
Railway Road, Jammu, to 
promote cleanliness and 
safety among pilgrims. The 
event was organised by the 
Cultural Unit, Department 
of Information and Public 
Relations (DIPR), Jammu in 
collaboration with District 
Administration Jammu. The 
play conveyed messages on 

cleanliness, biodegradable 
waste use, disposal practices 
and following safety guide-
lines. The initiative was 
held under the directions 

of Joint Director Informa-
tion Jammu, Deepak Dubey 
and under the supervision 
of Cultural Officer Jammu, 
Mukesh Kumar Sharma.

Joint mock drill on flood preparedness 
conducted by NHPC Salal and District 
Administration Reasi
HT NEWS SERVICE
REASI, JULY 12

A joint mock drill on 
flood preparedness was 
conducted near Chenab 
River, Reasi, by NHPC Salal 
Power Station and District 
Administration under the 
leadership of Deputy Com-
missioner Nidhi Malik, in 
coordination with CAPF 
and Police.

The drill tested the early 
warning system and inter-
departmental coordina-
tion. Scenarios included 
rising water levels, medi-
cal emergencies and evac-

uations.
Quick Response Teams 

(QRTs) were activated and 
medical and evacuation 
drills were conducted. 
Departments performed 
designated roles, including 
medical aid, crowd con-
trol, transport and rescue.

Present were ACR Reasi 
Nitin Verma, Tehsildar 
Thakrakote and represen-
tatives of NHPC, Police, 
NDRF and SDRF.

The exercise showcased 
the region’s readiness and 
public awareness regard-
ing flood risks.

DC Samba releases pocket-
sized statistical handbook 
'District at a Glance'
HT NEWS SERVICE
SAMBA, JULY 12

District Development Com-
missioner Samba, Rajesh 
Sharma, released a pocket-
sized handbook titled Dis-
trict at a Glance, compiled 
by the District Statistics and 
Evaluation Office.

Present were Chief Plan-
ning Officer Kasturi Lal, 
DSEO Rupinder Kaur, ACR 
Ajay Bharti, Statistical Offi-
cer DSEO Office and other 
staff.

The publication provides 
a summary of key socio-
economic and demographic 
data for 2022–23 and 2023–
24. It is intended for use by 
planners, researchers and 
departments for develop-

ment initiatives.
The Deputy Commission-

er appreciated the DSEO 
team and the cooperation 
of government departments 
for their contribution in 
finalizing the publication.

Nasha Mukt JK Abhiyan: DC 
Kishtwar reviews progress of 
IEC campaign against drugs
HT NEWS SERVICE
KISHTWAR, JULY 12

Deputy Commissioner 
Kishtwar, Pankaj Kumar 
Sharma, chaired a review 
meeting on the ongoing 
IEC campaign against 
drugs under Nasha Mukt 
JK Abhiyan.

The meeting assessed 
awareness activities con-
ducted in educational 
institutions, panchayats 
and urban areas. Issues 
such as inadequate display 
of IEC materials, limited 
video screenings, incom-
plete event documenta-
tion and absenteeism of 
resource persons were 
noted.

DC directed nodal offi-
cers to ensure broader 

public participation, 
including SMCs, Biodi-
versity Committees and 
youth volunteers. Offi-
cers were asked to upload 
event details promptly 
and ensure visibility of 
content.

Officers will attend a 
training workshop on July 
14, 2025, at the DC Office, 
Kishtwar, to strengthen 
campaign implementa-
tion. DC also chaired a 

District NCORD Commit-
tee meeting to review 
anti-drug measures and 
enforcement perfor-
mance.

The meeting was attend-
ed by PO ICDS Kishtwar 
Rishi Sharma, ACD Kaiser 
Bhawani, SDM Paddar 
Amit Kumar, SDM Chatroo 
Naeem Ur Rehman, Dis-
trict Social Welfare Officer 
Zubair Ahmed and other 
officers.

DLSA Jammu conducts 
inspection of Central 
Jail Kot Bhalwal

HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA) Jammu, 
under the guidance of Y.P. 
Bourney, Chairman DLSA 
Jammu and Principal Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge 
Jammu and the supervi-
sion of Smriti Sharma, Sub 
Judge and Secretary DLSA 
Jammu, conducted an 
inspection of Central Jail 
Kot Bhalwal Jammu today.

The visit began with a 
plantation drive aimed at 
promoting a greener and 
healthier environment 
within the jail premises. 
The drive was carried out 
by the Principal District 
and Sessions Judge Jammu 
along with Smriti Sharma, 
Secretary DLSA Jammu, 
Veerinder Kumar Bhat, 
Superintendent of Central 
Jail Kot Bhalwal and Anil 
Sharma, Chief Legal Aid 
Defense Counsel Jammu.

Following the drive, the 
team inspected the jail to 
assess living conditions, 
health facilities, legal aid 
availability, and the over-
all welfare of inmates, in 
line with directives from 
the National Legal Ser-
vices Authority (NALSA) 
and provisions under the 
Legal Services Authorities 
Act, 1987.

The inspection includ-
ed direct interaction with 
under trial, detenu and 
convict prisoners in the 
jail's ground area to get a 
firsthand understanding of 
the facilities available. Key 
areas inspected included 
the Jail Legal Aid Clinic, 
virtual VC rooms, inter-

view area, prisoner calling 
system, hospital, kitchen 
and barracks.

The medical centre and 
hospital were thoroughly 
checked and the team 
reviewed the quality of 
food prepared for inmates. 
Inmates’ concerns and 
grievances were heard 
attentively, offering them 
a platform to provide feed-
back on services extended 
by DLSA Jammu.

During the inspection, 
certain areas of the jail 
premises were identified 
as needing renovation. 
On-the-spot directions 
were issued to the Super-
intendent of Central Jail 
Kot Bhalwal to raise the 
matter with the appropri-
ate authority.

As part of the initiative, 
the Principal District and 
Sessions Judge Jammu also 
reviewed cases related to 
the Under Trial Review 
Committee (UTRC). The 
next UTRC meeting is 
scheduled for July 15 to 
assess cases of under-
trial prisoners eligible for 
release under legal provi-
sions, including Section 
436A of the CrPC and 
those who may benefit 
from legal aid or plea bar-
gaining.

This initiative aims to 
reduce overcrowding in 
jails, promote speedy trials 
and ensure justice for pris-
oners from economically 
or socially disadvantaged 
backgrounds. The judicia-
ry remains committed to 
upholding constitutional 
rights and ensuring fair 
and humane treatment of 
individuals in custody.

Notification 
for Haj 1447 
(Hijri)/2026 
(CE) issued

HT NEWS SERVICE
RAMBAN, JULY 12

The District Administra-
tion Ramban informs 
Haj aspirants that the 
Haj Committee of India 

(HCoI) has invited online 
applications for Haj 1447 
(H) – 2026 (CE) from 7th 
July to 31st July 2025.

Applicants must read 
the guidelines and under-
takings on www.hajcom-

mittee.gov.in before 
applying. They must 
have a Machine-Readable 
International Passport 
issued on or before 31st 
July 2025 and valid at 
least up to 31st December 

2026.
Applications can be 

submitted via www.
hajcommittee.gov.in or 
through the official app 
“HAJ SUVIDHA” available 
on iOS and Android.

Troops of Gigrial Bn rescues Pangolin 
along International Border
HT NEWS SERVICE
AKHNOOR, JULY 11

In a heartwarming display 
of environmental aware-
ness and compassion, 
troops of the Gigrial Bat-
talion, deployed along the 
International Border (IB), 
successfully rescued a pan-
golin one of the world’s 
most endangered and heav-
ily trafficked mammals. 
During routine patrolling 
in a forward area, alert 
soldiers spotted the rare 
creature, vulnerable and 
far from its natural habi-
tat. Recognizing the eco-
logical importance of the 
pangolin and the threats 
it faces due to illegal wild-
life trafficking, the troops 
responded with swift and 
responsible action. With 
utmost care, the animal 

was safely secured and 
subsequently handed over 
to the concerned wildlife 
and forest authorities for 
proper rehabilitation. This 
act underscores the Indian 
Army’s commitment not 
only to national security 
but also to the conserva-
tion of India’s rich and 

diverse wildlife. This com-
passionate gesture by the 
Gigrial Battalion reflects 
the Army’s ethos of service 
to the nation in all forms 
including the protection 
of its natural heritage even 
while operating in high-
alert and sensitive border 
areas.

Indian Army organizes Interaction 
with Gujjar, Bakkarwals at Daraba, 
Kulali, Surankote, Poonch District
HT NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, JULY 12

The Indian Army con-
ducted an "Interaction 
with Gujjar & Bakkarwal" 
event across all villages on 
12 July 2025. In continu-
ance of its zeal to achieve 
greater heights in coordi-
nation with the local pop-
ulation, the Indian Army 
has always been at the 
forefront of maintaining 
cordial civil-military rela-
tions. During the interac-
tion, various issues con-
cerning education, health 
and socio-economic devel-
opment were discussed. 
The event provided an 
opportunity for the Army 
to address the communi-
ty's concerns and explore 
avenues for future coop-
eration and support. This 
engagement was part of 
Operation Sadbhavana, 
which aims to promote 

peace, development and 
goodwill in the region. The 
initiative underscores the 
Indian Army's commit-
ment to the welfare of all 
communities, especially 
those in remote and under-
served areas. Community 
members expressed their 
gratitude for the Army's 

efforts and appreciated 
the continuous support 
extended to them. The 
event witnessed the par-
ticipation of 72 commu-
nity members and aimed 
to foster stronger ties and 
mutual understanding 
between the Indian Army 
and these communities.

Indian Army pays Tribute to Bravehearts of J&K 
on 26th Anniversary of Kargil Vijay Diwas
HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

On the solemn occasion 
of the 26th anniversary 
of Kargil Vijay Diwas, 
the Indian Army paid 
heartfelt tribute to the 
valiant sons of Jammu & 
Kashmir who displayed 
unmatched courage and 
made the supreme sacri-
fice during the 1999 Kargil 
War. Commemorative 
events were held across 
Jammu, Kathua, RS Pura, 
Hiranagar and Mendhar 
to honor these heroes and 
acknowledge the unwaver-
ing spirit of their families.

From the 13 Jammu & 
Kashmir Rifles (Kargil), 
Major Ajay Singh Jasrotia, 
Sena Medal, Lance Naik 
Harish Pal, Sena Medal 
and Havildar Jagan Nath 
laid down their lives in 
the treacherous heights 
of Kargil. Fighting against 
all odds they led from the 
front and carved a legacy 
of heroism that continues 
to inspire generations.

From the 12 Jammu & 
Kashmir Light Infantry, 
Havildar A.B. Kareem, 
Havildar Daler Singh, 
Havildar Rajinder Singh, 
Rifleman Ravinder Singh, 
Lance Havildar Yougal 
Kishore, Rifleman Rattan 
Chand, Naik Surjeet Singh 
and Naik Pawan Kumar 
displayed extraordinary 
valor across various bat-
tlefronts. Their bravery, 
unity and sacrifice played 

a crucial role in turning 
the tide of the war.

The 8 Sikh Regiment’s 
Subedar Ravail Singh, Sena 
Medal and Sepoy Balwind-
er Singh fought fiercely at 
strategic locations such 
as Tiger Hill, forcing the 
enemy into retreat. Their 
valor remains etched in 
the collective memory of 
a grateful nation.

From the 9 Mahar 
Regiment, Sepoy Raman 
Kumar made the ultimate 
sacrifice during intense 
enemy offensives, stand-
ing tall in the face of 
danger.

In the 18 Grenadiers, 
Havildar Madan Lal, 
Vir Chakra and Gunner 
Swaran Singh, Sena Medal, 
fought till their last breath, 
defending the motherland 
with unmatched devotion 
and courage.

From the 28 Rashtriya 
Rifles, Rifleman Manzoor 
Hussain laid down his life 
in counter-terror opera-

tions, exemplifying the 
spirit of duty beyond the 
battlefield.

Special outreach and 
tribute events were held 
in the hometowns of 
these bravehearts. The 
Indian Army visited their 
families, presenting them 
with mementoes and let-
ters of gratitude—symbols 
of a nation’s everlasting 
respect. These moments 
were not mere ceremonies 
but profound gestures of 
remembrance and honor.

An Army officer 
remarked, "These stories 
of valor are not just a part 
of history—they are the 
soul of our nation." As 
India marks 26 years of 
Kargil victory, the sacrific-
es of Major Jasrotia, Sube-
dar Ravail Singh, Havildar 
Madan Lal and all their 
comrades remain a living 
flame of courage, duty and 
patriotism.

Jai Hind. Vande Mata-
ram.

CO 9 JAK LI listens problems 
of ex-servicemen

HT NEWS SERVICE
AKHNOOR, JULY 12

An interactive confer-
ence was organised by 
the Commanding Offi-
cer of 9 JAK LI with ex-
servicemen, Veer Naris 
and widows today. Briga-
dier DN Sharma, Brigade 
Commander, 52 Brigade 
was the Chief Guest. Most 
of the members of Ex-
Servicemen Welfare Asso-
ciation Akhnoor attended 
it and President of the 
Association, Veteran S. 
Lakhbir Singh discussed 
the grievances of the ex-
servicemen. Addressing 
the gathering, the Brigade 
Commander said,

To our ex-servicemen: 
You may have retired, but 
your contribution contin-
ues to inspire the ranks 
every day. Your discipline, 
valour and dedication laid 

the foundation on which 
the Indian Army stands 
today. We are committed 
to ensure that you get all 
the entitled benefits, pen-
sion, medical aid through 
ECHS, and assistance 
in rehabilitation and 
employment opportuni-
ties and to the Veer Naris, 
he said,

You are not alone - you 
are an inseparable part of 
the Army.  We are here 
to support you in every 
possible way - whether it 
is a pension issue, legal 
aid, housing assistance, 
or emotional well-being. 
We salute your patience 
and promise that the sac-
rifice of your loved ones 
will never be forgotten. 
A wonderful lunch was 
served and the Brigade 
Commander met every-
one in the conference one 
by one.
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Cardiologist says ‘eat these 10 foods 
daily’ to reduce heart disease risk, lower 
cholesterol and control blood pressure
HT News Desk

When it comes to heart health, 
what you eat can play a major 
role in preventing heart disease 
and supporting overall well-
being. 

While exercise and stress 
management are crucial, your 
daily diet can be the simplest 
way to nourish your heart.

In a YouTube video shared 
on September 16, cardiologist 
Dr. Bimal Chhajer revealed a 
list of the 10 best heart-friendly 
foods that can help reduce 
cholesterol, control blood 
pressure, and fight inflammation. 
1. Black grapes

Packed with antioxidants like 
resveratrol, black grapes help 
reduce bad cholesterol, protect 
blood vessels, and support heart 
health.

2. Apple
Rich in fibre and polyphenols, 

apples help lower cholesterol 
levels, manage blood pressure, 

and improve overall 
cardiovascular function.

Know the latest trending news 
with HT. Read detailed articles 
here

3. Pear
A potassium-rich fruit that 

helps regulate heart rhythms 
and maintain normal blood 
pressure, supporting overall 
heart function.

4. Strawberries
Loaded with antioxidants 

and vitamin C, strawberries 
reduce inflammation, support 
healthy arteries, and promote 
heart health.

5. Fresh salads
Raw vegetables like 

cucumbers, tomatoes, and 
carrots provide fibre, vitamins, 
and minerals that help maintain 
a healthy heart.

6. Fruits and juices

Fresh seasonal fruits and 

natural, unsweetened juices 
hydrate the body and provide 
essential nutrients that nourish 
the heart.

7. Oats
Known for their high soluble 

fibre content, oats help lower 
LDL (bad) cholesterol and keep 
arteries clear for smooth blood 
flow.

8. Green leafy vegetables
Foods like spinach and kale 

are rich in nitrates that help 
lower blood pressure and support 
strong, healthy blood vessels.

9. Green tea

Rich in catechins and 
antioxidants, green tea improves 
blood circulation, lowers 
cholesterol, and supports overall 
cardiovascular health.

10. Low-fat milk
A great source of calcium 

and protein without unhealthy 
fats, low-fat milk helps strengthen 
heart muscles and supports 
overall wellbeing.

Monsoon and gut health: Doctor lists 5 
reasons why gut issues spike in rainy season; 
shares prevention tips to stay safe

HT News Desk

With increased humidity and a higher 
risk of water and food contamination, 
gut-related issues tend to spike 
significantly during the monsoon season. 
In an interview with HT Lifestyle, Dr 
Anukalp Prakash, director, 
gastroenterology, CK Birla Hospital, 
Gurugram, shared how gut complaints 
rise during monsoon and how dietary 
modifications can assist in preventing 
them.

 Why gut problems rise during the 
monsoon season?

1. Tainted water source: Rainwater 
tends to mingle with sewage and flow 
into water sources, furthering the 
possibility of waterborne illnesses such 
as cholera, typhoid, and gastroenteritis. 
2. Higher humidity fosters bacterial 
growth: The high humidity fosters quick 
multiplication of bacteria and fungi, 
which contaminate food and surfaces 
with ease.

3. Street food hygiene falls: Street 
foods and raw stuff turn into breeding 
grounds for germs, particularly when 
they are stored in humid environments. 
The digestive system gets compromised 
during monsoon, and the capacity to 
process heavy or adulterated food loses 
efficiency.

4. Mold and fungus in stored grains: 

Fungal growth is caused by moist storage 
that results in contamination of pulses, 
cereals, and nuts, leading to food 
poisoning and inflammation in the gut.

5. Frequent infections and antibiotic 
use: Common colds and monsoon fevers 
usually result in the use of antibiotics, 
upsetting gut flora and producing bloating, 
acidity, or diarrhoea. 

Prevention tips to avoid gut issues in 
the monsoon season:

1. Drink only boiled or filtered water: 
Avoid using tap water and make water 
safe to avoid the possibility of infection.

2. Eat freshly prepared, warm foods: 
Warm foods are easily digestible and less 
likely to be contaminated with bacteria. 
Skip the reheated leftovers.

3. Go for light, non-greasy meals: 
Consume light food such as khichdi, soups, 
and mildly spiced dals to aid digestion.

4. Add probiotic foods: Curd, buttermilk, 
and rice can help replenish good gut 
bacteria.

5. Utilise ginger and asafoetida (hing): 
These spices prevent bloating, enhance 
digestion, and combat gut infections.

6. Restrict leafy vegetables and salads: 
These are difficult to clean properly and 
can have dirt or parasites on them. Opt 
for cooked veggies.

7. Avoid cold beverages and raw foods: 
They can cause weakening of digestion 
and enhance the risk of foodborne disease.

How to style your patio for the rainy season: 
Expert tips for a breezy, relaxed look

HT News Desk

What's the rainy season without 
soaking in the petrichor, catching little 
raindrops on your palms, and enjoying 
chai and pakodas with your loved ones 
in the balcony? The rain brings a 
refreshing charm to outdoor spaces. 
With the right furniture and thoughtful 
monsoon-proof styling, your patio can 
turn into a cosy little retreat where you 
can enjoy the pitter-patter of raindrops 
and greenery around you.

The choice is yours between making 
your balcony an ignored dump yard or 
turning it into a peaceful retreat. If you 
want, this space of your house can become 
the perfect spot to reconnect with nature 
without stepping too far from comfort. 
With a few smart additions — think 
water-resistant furniture, cosy throws, 
and potted greens — your patio can 
turn into a monsoon haven, Varnita 
Kochhar, founder and creative director 
of outdoor furniture brand Häuser, tells 
HT Lifestyle.

Patio-styling tips for monsoon
Here are five simple yet thoughtful 

ways to style your patio for the rainy 
season:

1. Pick weatherproof and stain-resistant 
furniture

Look for high-performance materials 
that can resist rain, humidity and daily 
wear. Surfaces that are stain-resistant 
and easy to wipe down will keep your 
patio looking clean and fresh, even after 
a sudden downpour or a messy spill.

2. Bring in colour and curves
Rainy days can feel dull, so introduce 

energy into your patio with colourful 
furniture. Bold hues and playful curves 

help in brightening up the space. The 
soft shapes add a sense of flow and comfort, 
turning your patio into a cheerful, inviting 
zone that feels lively even when the skies 
are grey. Check out these outdoor chairs!

3. Go for quick-dry fabrics
Comfort is key during the rains, and 

that starts with the right fabrics. Use 
cushions and upholstery made with quick-
dry fabrics, breathable materials that do 
not hold moisture. Opt for removable 
covers to make cleaning easier. Lighter 
shades and soft textures help maintain 
a calm, breezy look.

4. Add light shelter without losing 
openness

Use a sleek umbrella, a minimal pergola 
or sheer drapes to create cover without 
blocking natural light or air. These light 
layers protect your furniture and cushions 
while letting you enjoy the sounds and 
sights of the rain. Keep the setup open 
and airy so it feels like an extension of 
your garden.

5. Use plants and lighting for ambience
Style the patio with lush greens like 

ferns, areca palms or elephant ears. Choose 
elevated planters to avoid water collecting 
around the roots. Add soft lighting with 
lanterns, solar lamps or fairy lights to 
create a cosy atmosphere that works 
beautifully during misty evenings or 
post-rain calm.

How to make the most of your balcony 
in the monsoon?

Your balcony space can be ideal for 
slow mornings with a cup of chai, reading 
a book, or even working remotely. In a 
season where staying indoors becomes 
the norm, a well-styled patio gives you a 
front-row seat to the beauty of the rain. 
Might as well soak it in, in style!

Top 5 vegan protein 
powders to boost muscle 
growth naturally
HT News Desk

Vegan protein powders have gained popularity 
over the years, with many options available in the 
market for those looking for plant-based alternatives 
to traditional whey-based protein supplements. These 
superior quality source of protein helps fitness 
enthusiasts achieve their daily protein requirements 
in an effective and more natural way. Vegan protein 
powders support tissue repair post-workout, boost 
the immune system, and contribute to lean muscle 
growth. Packed with natural ingredients like pea, 
brown rice, and hemp, which contain amino acids 
for muscle repair, growth, and overall wellness, without 
any artificial additives. If you are a dedicated vegan, 
fan of lactose-intolerant, or only seeking clearer, 
easy-to-digest protein options, check out these top 
vegan protein powders of July 2025 that offer smooth 
blending, great taste, and various health benefits.

Top 10 must-have vegan protein powders
Going plant-based does not mean compromising 

on performance. Vegan protein powders not only 
stand for great taste and good results but are also 
loaded with all the essential amino acids that your 
body needs for daily energy. Scroll down to pick your 
perfect option after consulting your healthcare 
professional.

Cosmix No-Nonsense Plant Protein can be the best 
option for vegan protein powder, as it contains 24 grams 
of plant-based protein and 9 essential amino acids. The 
protein powder includes ginger, cumin, fennel, and 
fenugreek. 

By improving digestion, this gut-friendly protein 
powder is for those who want to build lean muscle, boost 
metabolism, and manage blood sugar levels. It is made 
with no harmful chemicals; thus, it could not affect 
your kidneys and liver in the long run. It comes in 
different flavours, including Coconut Peppermint, 
Indonesian Cacao (delicious chocolate), Japanese 
Ceremonial Matcha, and more.

Customer’s reaction: Customers praised its good 
quality and noted no bloating or heaviness. However, 
some may find it grainy and chalky, with no good value 
for money, and its taste.

Mypro Sport Nutrition Plant Protein Powder delivers 
23g of protein from pea and brown rice, designed for 
easy digestion with added digestive enzymes, dairy-free, 
soy-free, gluten-free, and free of many other major 
allergens. This plant-based protein powder is suitable 
for gluten-free, vegan, or keto diets. Moreover, this 
natural vegan protein comes with a tasty chocolate 
flavour that will give your protein shake the best taste. 
It is ideal for muscle growth due to its clean formulation.

Customer’s reaction: Customers praised its good 
quality, health benefits, and noted its 23g of protein and 
BCAAs. Some find it effective as it mixes easily with 
water, while others report their digestive issues. Origin 
Nutrition Protein Powder is a 100% plant-based protein 
powder, which is suitable for fitness enthusiasts who 
prefer the blend of health, taste, and flavour all in one. 
Every serving is packed with essential nutrients, including 
non-GMO. Ideal for recovery and digestion, which results 
in quicker recovery from strenuous activities. Free 
from added sugar, soya, or any preservatives, it may 
offer a clean source of protein. This lactose-free protein 
delivers 4.5 grams of BCAA.

Customer’s reaction: Customers find this protein 
powder to be of the best quality, with energy-boosting 
properties and effectiveness. However, digestive issues 
received mixed feedback, and some reported it as horrible 
in terms of taste and value for money.

OZiva Plant Protein is ideal for meeting daily protein 
needs. It increases metabolism, boosts immunity, and 
builds lean muscle. This unfavorable plant-based protein 
powder is Certified Clean by US CLP and Vegan by 
Vegan Society UK. It contains no artificial sweeteners 
or added sugar. Plant-based protein delivers 30g of 
complete plant protein per serving from brown rice 
protein, pea protein isolate, and quinoa. It is packed 
with 9 amino acids and 5.3g BCAAs.

Building biceps but burning out? 
Ayurveda tips for men to heal your 
gut-gym disconnect first

HT News Desk

Modern fitness routines measure 
everything: sets, macros, sleep cycles 
— even hydration timing but one 
critical system is often ignored: the 
gut.According to experts, Ayurveda 
never made that mistake as for 
thousands of years, it has placed 
digestion at the core of strength 
and vitality because no matter how 
clean your diet or how intense your 
training, none of it matters if your 
body can't properly digest and absorb. 
Agni: The digestive fire behind every 
rep

In an interview with HT Lifestyle, 
Dr Govindarajan, Chief Innovation 
Officer at Kapiva, shared, “In 
Ayurveda, Agni, your digestive fire, 
is more than metaphor. It's the engine 
that transforms food into usable 
energy, muscle tissue and mental 
clarity. Strong Agni means efficient 
nutrient absorption, smooth 
recovery, and sustained 
performance.”

Weak Agni? Dr Govindarajan 
revealed, “That means bloating, 
fatigue and stalled progress—even 
on a “perfect” diet. Herbs like cumin, 
ginger, and fennel aren’t just flavor—
each supports digestion at a cellular 
level. Triphala aids detox and 
nutrient uptake. A cleaner gut means 
faster recovery and a body that 
doesn't waste energy on damage 
control.”

Herbs that work while you train, 
sleep and recover

Dr Govindarajan said, “Ayurveda 
doesn’t use herbs to mask fatigue; 
it uses them to rebuild systems.” 
He highlighted four time-tested 
herbs that are showing up in new 
research and gym bags for good 
reason:

    Shilajit helps support healthy 
testosterone levels, boosting stamina 
and enhancing muscle strength. It 
improves overall gym performance 
by aiding energy production and 
reducing fatigue. Additionally, it 
supports immunity and speeds up 
recovery. Black Musli supports 
faster muscle recovery by reducing 
inflammation and enhancing post-
workout repair.

    Gokshura supports healthy 

metabolism and boosts energy by 
enhancing the body's natural ability 
to process and utilise nutrients 
efficiently.

   Ashwagandha helps reduce stress 
and promotes better sleep by calming 
the nervous system and balancing 
cortisol levels.

    Swarna Bhasma helps improve 
stamina by boosting cellular energy, 
enhancing physical endurance, and 
supporting overall vitality.

Dr Govindarajan said, “These 
aren’t quick fixes. They work 
gradually, building the kind of 
baseline health that survives high-
intensity weeks, plateaus and life’s 
curveballs.”

Train hard, recover smarter
Ayurveda doesn't shy away from 

intensity but it calls out chaos. Dr 
Govindarajan gushed, “It promotes 
training in alignment with the body's 
natural rhythms. Mornings, when 
Kapha energy is dominant, are best 
for strength training — grounded, 
stable and strong. Late-night workouts, 
on the other hand, disrupt circadian 
cycles and spike cortisol when your 
body should be recovering.”

He added, “The Ayurvedic system 
of Dinacharya or daily routine isn’t 
just tradition. It’s performance 
science. Wake before sunrise. Hydrate 
with warm water. Eat meals at 
consistent times. Wind down without 
screens. These habits sharpen 
recovery, deepen sleep and stabilise 
mood. It’s not boring, it’s where 
discipline meets results.”

Redefining strength, especially 
in men’s health month

Dr Govindarajan opined, “Real 
strength isn’t just about size or stats. 
It’s about digestion that works 
invisibly, energy that doesn’t crash, 
and a nervous system that stays 
resilient under pressure. Ayurveda 
isn’t here to replace weights — it’s 
what helps the work land. It restores 
what hustle culture erodes: gut health, 
recovery rhythm and hormone 
balance.”So if you are already 
training, already tracking your 
macros but still feeling depleted — 
the answer may not be more output. 
It may be a smarter input and that 
starts from the inside.
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir UT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PW(R&B) DIVISION BEERWAH
Near: Main Town Beerwah-193411E-mail: xenrnbbeerwah@gmail.com

     NOTICE INVITING TENDERS   (for Road work/bridges/Buildings)
 TWO COVER SYSTEM(above Rs. 2.50 Crores)

E-Tendering NIT No. 12-BRU of 2025-26/1958-64 Dated:-10-07-2025
For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tenders are invited on %age basis  from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works:-

S.
No Name of Work Adv. Cost

(Rs. In Lacs) incl. cost of GST
Cost of T/Doc. 

(In Rupees)
Earnest Money

CDR/FDR/BG(Rs. In Lacs)
Time of 

completion (Days)
Class of 

Contractor

Major Head of 
Account

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1. Construction of 06 roomed Double Storied Building 
at HSS Khag  Budgam 318.64 5500 637280 36 months AAY

UT Capex Budget 
2023-24

Project Authority: = Director School Education Kashmir
Position of AAA  = Accorded
Position of TS  = Sanctioned
Position of Funds  = Committed

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 10-07-2025

2. Period of downloading of bidding documents 10-07-2025

3. Date, Time and place of pre-bid meeting 12-07-2025 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the Superintending Engineer (R&B) Circle Budgam

4. Bid submission Start Date 14-07-2025 From 10.00 A.M

5. Bid Submission End Date 31-07-2025 upto 4.00 P.M

7. Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online) 01-08-2025 at 11.00 AM in the  Office of the Superintending Engineer (R&B) Circle Budgam

8. Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online) To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed

The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.
gov.in as per below schedule:
1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document (as mentioned above) in shape of Treasury challan Receipt (under M.H-0059) in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Beerwah (Tender Inviting Authority), (The Date of Treasury Challan, 
must be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date).
2. At the time of tendering all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to Rs. 637280/- of the Advertised Cost in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the Tender Receiving Authority i.e.Office of the Superintending Engineer (R&B) Circle 
Budgam(The Date of Earnest money must be between the date of start of bid and bid submission end date). The successful bidder will have to provide Performance security @ 5% of allotted cost in shape of CDR/FDR/BG before the contract award. The earnest money/
bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the submission of performance security @ 5% of the allotted cost, which will be released after successful completion of the DLP. 
3. Bidders can resubmit/withdraw the bids as specified.
4. The date and time of opening of Financial-Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The Financial-bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened 
online in the Office of the Superintending Engineer (R&B) Circle Budgam._The date for same shall be intimated separately.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

(R&B) Division Beerwah

No.:EE/BRU/2025-26/1958-64
Dated:-  10-07-2025

DIP No:DIPK-3606/25
Received Dt-12-07-2025 |Publishing Dt-13-07-2025

Vande Bharat and Chenab Bridge Take 
Spotlight at World Expo 2025 in Osaka

New Delhi: Vande Bharat 
and Chenab Bridge have 
emerged as a star attraction 
at the ongoing World Expo 
2025 in Osaka, Japan, drawing 
enthusiastic crowds and 

high praise from Japanese 
visitors for its remarkable 
journey of modernisation and 
technological innovation.

Held at Yumeshima, an 
artificial island on Osaka's 
waterfront, the World Expo 
2025 opened its doors on 
April 13 and will continue 
till October 13, welcoming 
millions of visitors from across 
the globe. Amid the vibrant 
international exhibits, the 
Indian Pavilion, particularly 
the section dedicated to 
Indian Railways, has become 
a focal point of admiration.

In the showcase, the 

WORLD EXPO 2025 : India's Sprint Shines on Global Stage

magnificent Chenab Bridge, 
the world's highest Railway 
bridge soaring across the 
Chenab River in Jammu 
and Kashmir; the iconic Anji 
Khad Bridge, India's first 

cable-stayed rail bridge in 
the challenging Himalayan 
terrain; the state-of-the-
art Vande Bharat Express 
trains, known for their speed 
and passenger comfort; 
and many more latest 
advancements in electric 
locomotives underscore 
India's commitment to 
sustainable mobility.

Several Japanese visitors 
gathered around the Indian 
Railways exhibit, keenly 
listening to presentations 
about the genesis of one 
of the world's largest Rail 
networks and its incredible 
transformation over the 
decades. The blend of 
engineering marvels and 
sustainable technology left 
many in awe. Visitors have 

praised not only the scale 
of the projects but also 
India's vision of integrating 
modern infrastructure 
with environmental 
consciousness.

The theme for the Expo 
2025 is "Designing Future 
Society for Our Lives", with 
three sub-themes, namely - 
Saving Lives,

Empowering Lives and 
Connecting Lives , beautifully 
aligns with Indian Railways' 
vision of delivering safe, 
inclusive and sustainable 
transportation. Through 
interactive sessions and 
immersive digital displays, 
Indian Railways is actively 
engaging global audiences, 
reinforcing its image as a 
modern, innovative and eco-
conscious mobility leader.

Subject: - Grant of Registration of Paying 
Guest House/Home stay under the name 
and style “ZABARWAN SERAI” Situated at 
170 LAM BAGTOO, BRIEN, NISHAT 191121, 
J&K, INDIA

PUBLIC NOTICE
Where, I Mrs. /Munira Jan W/o SYED NIAZ AHMED 
SHAH R/o170 LAM BAGTOO, BRIEN, NISHAT 191121, 
J&K INDIA intends to apply in the office of Prescribed 
Authority of Directorate of Tourism Kashmir for 
registration of my proposed Paying Guest House /
Home Stay under the name and style “ZABARWAN 
SERAI” Situated at 170 LAM BAGTOO, BRIEN, NISHAT 
191121, J&K INDIA under the Tourist Trade Act 
1978/82/2011.

Whereas, I will submit Landownership Certificate 
from Concerned Tehsildar with attested photographs 
of the unit through Dy. Commissioner concerned, 
Rent/Lease Deed/Partnership Deed/Affidavit issued 
by concerned Sub-Registrar, Judicial Magistrate (if 
applicable NOC from the owner to the effect that 
the property can be used as Home stay), Character 
Certificate of the applicant from the concerned 
Police Station, undertaking from the owner as self 
declaration, Public Notice inviting objections, if any 
in print media, list of family members Name, Age, 
and Photograph self attested by owner, Photographs 
of the unit as mentioned in the application (each of 
exterior and individual bed rooms and bathrooms), 
Inspection report by the Committee (The 
recommendation of the inspection Committee shall 
decide whether to issue a registration to the unit or 
not keeping in view, the type of accommodation and 
amenity, adhar card.

Now before my case is processed for registration 
by the Prescribed Authority. The matter is hereby 
notified for information of general Public/
organizations for objections if any and the same 
should reach to the office of Prescribed Authority 
within a period of 7 days from the publication of 
this notice in leading local newspaper of the Valley. 
Objections received beyond the period of 7 days from 
the date of publication shall not be entertained and 
the case shall be processed under rules as per merit.

Subject: Application for issuance of OBC certificate in favour of 
AB QAYOOM MIR  S/O MOHD ASSADULLAH MIR   R/O HAIL    Tehsil 
KREERI for the issuance of income dependent certificate in his/her/
their favor

PUBLIC NOTICE
Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the under 
signefor the issuance of income Dependent certificate. In this 
connection a report of patwari halqa concerned has been sought which 
reveals that the applicant family consists of (  06 ) members and the  
annual income of the applicant family from all sources consists of Rs  
74000// ( the details of family of the applicant are as fallows

1...    DISHADA    43 wife  House Wife
2..AARIB QAYOOM son    28  year. Labour
3... JANBAZ QAYOOM  son   26 years
4...SAQLAN    son 24  years
5.. SHAHIDA QAYOOM daughter  22 years H/M

it is further submitted that AB QAYOOM MIR S/O MOHD 
ASSADULLAH MIR is Labour by profession and is sole earning hand 
in the said family .The applicant needs income Dependent certificate 
in favour of self  if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay 
order of said certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07 
days, after that no objection shall be entertaine 
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New gene therapy shows potential for 
restoring hearing loss
IANS
NEW DELHI

In a significant scientific 
breakthrough, an inter-
national team of research-
ers has developed a novel 
gene therapy that can 
improve hearing in chil-
dren and adults with con-
genital deafness or severe 
hearing impairment.

In the study, Swedish 
and Chinese used gene 
therapy and improved 
hearing in 10 patients, and 
the treatment was well-
tolerated.

“This is a huge step for-
ward in the genetic treat-
ment of deafness, one that 
can be life-changing for 
children and adults,” said 
Maoli Duan, consultant 
and docent at the Depart-
ment of Clinical Science, 
Intervention and Technol-
ogy, Karolinska Institutet, 
Sweden.

The study, published 
in the journal Nature 
Medicine, comprised 10 
patients between the ages 
of 1 and 24 at five hospitals 
in China, all of whom had 

a genetic form of deafness 
or severe hearing impair-
ment caused by mutations 
in a gene called OTOF.

These mutations cause 
a deficiency of the protein 
otoferlin, which plays a 
critical part in transmit-
ting auditory signals from 
the ear to the brain.

The gene therapy 
involved using a synthetic 
adeno-associated virus 
(AAV) to deliver a func-
tional version of the OTOF 
gene to the inner ear via 

a single injection through 
a membrane at the base 
of the cochlea called the 
round window.

The gene therapy 
worked rapidly and 
helped the majority of the 
patients to recover some 
hearing in just a month.

A six-month follow-
up showed considerable 
hearing improvement in 
all participants, with the 
average volume of per-
ceptible sound improving 
from 106 decibels to 52.

The younger patients, 
especially those between 
the ages of five and eight, 
responded best to the 
treatment.

One of the participants, 
a seven-year-old girl, 
quickly recovered almost 
all her hearing and was 
able to hold daily conver-
sations with her mother 
four months afterward. 
However, the therapy also 
proved effective in adults.

“Smaller studies in 
China have previously 
shown positive results in 
children, but this is the 
first time that the method 
has been tested in teenag-
ers and adults, too,” Duan 
said.

“Hearing was greatly 
improved in many of the 
participants, which can 
have a profound effect on 
their life quality. We will 
now be following these 
patients to see how lasting 
the effect is,” the expert 
said.

Importantly, the results 
also show that the treat-
ment was safe and well-
tolerated.

New pocket-sized sensor to detect asthma, 
lung damage causing sulphur dioxide
IANS
NEW DELHI

Scientists from the Centre 
for Nano and Soft Matter 
Sciences (CeNS), Bengalu-
ru, have developed a new 
low-cost sensor that can 
help detect toxic sulphur 
dioxide (SO2) gas respon-
sible for respiratory irrita-
tion, asthma attacks, and 
long-term lung damage, at 
extremely low concentra-
tions, said the Ministry of 
Science and Technology .

CeNS, Bengaluru is an 
autonomous institute of 
the Department of Sci-
ence and Technology 
(DST), under the Ministry.

SO2 is a toxic air pollut-
ant commonly released 
from vehicles and indus-
trial emissions, and even 
minute exposure can 
cause serious health 
issues and long-term 
lung damage. It is hard 
to detect before it has an 
adverse effect on health.

While real-time moni-
toring of SO2 levels is 

essential for human 
health and environment 
existing technologies are 
often expensive, energy-
intensive, or unable to 
detect the gas at trace 
levels.

The team fabricated 
the sensor by combining 
two metal oxides -- nickel 
oxide (NiO) and neodym-
ium nickelate (NdNiO3), 
through a simple synthe-
sis process.

“While NiO acts as 
the receptor for the gas, 
NdNiO3 serves as the 

transducer that efficient-
ly transmits the signal, 
enabling detection at con-
centrations as low as 320 
ppb, far surpassing the 
sensitivity of many com-
mercial sensors,” said the 
researchers, led by Dr. S. 
Angappane.

Angappane and team 
also developed a portable 
prototype that incorpo-
rates the sensor for real-
time SO2 monitoring.

“The prototype fea-
tures a straightforward 
threshold-based alert 

system that activates 
visual indicators, green 
for safe, yellow for warn-
ing, and red for danger, 
allowing easy interpreta-
tion and response, even 
by users without scien-
tific expertise,” said the 
researcher, in the paper 
published in the journal 
Small.

The sensor is compact 
and lightweight, which 
makes it suitable for use 
in industrial areas, urban 
locations, and enclosed 
spaces where continuous 
air quality monitoring is 
necessary.

‘With its high sensitiv-
ity, portability, and user-
friendly operation, this 
sensor system offers a 
practical solution to moni-
tor and manage SO2 pol-
lution, supporting public 
health and environmen-
tal safety,” said the team, 
while highlighting the 
potential of material sci-
ence to create accessible 
technologies for real-
world challenges.

Traditional medicine crucial to achieving global goals 
of Universal Health Coverage: Ayush Ministry 
IANS
NEW DELHI

Global goals like Uni-
versal Health Coverage 
(UHC) can only be met 
when traditional medi-
cine becomes an essential 
part of the national health 
policy and wellness deliv-
ery, said Dr. Kashinath 
Samagandi, Director, 
Morarji Desai National 
Institute of Yoga, Ministry 
of Ayush.

Speaking at the third 
conference on beauty, 
wellness, and traditional 
medicine organised by 
ASSOCHAM, Samagandi 
said India’s holistic health 
future lies in combining 
traditional medicine with 
modern policy and prac-
tice.

''Holistic health is a 
fundamental right and 
to truly achieve it, India 
must integrate traditional 
systems into the core of its 
healthcare framework,” 
he added.

The conference brought 
together key stakeholders 
from the industry and 

policy tables to deliberate 
on the theme.

“Beauty and wellness 
are not just about appear-
ance; they are a reflection 
of balance, harmony, and 
inner well-being. By align-
ing nature, science, and 
self-care, we don’t just 

enhance how we look, we 
elevate how we feel and 
live,” said Dr. Blossom 
Kochhar, co-chairperson, 
ASSOCHAM National Well-
ness Council and Chair-
person.

“By working together 
-- industry, academia, 

and government -- we can 
ensure safe, high-qual-
ity solutions that build 
trust, foster global lead-
ership, and make a posi-
tive impact on millions 
of lives, both here and 
around the world,” added 
Suresh Garg, CMD, Zeon 
Lifesciences.

The experts also 
emphasised the need for 
standardisation of beauty 
and cosmetic products to 
ensure consumer safety 
and reinforce market 
credibility.

“By adhering to regu-
latory benchmarks like 
those set by CDSCO and 
BIS, the industry not only 
protects public health but 
also empowers Indian 
brands to compete con-
fidently at home and 
abroad,” said Vikas Tiwari, 
Lead - Regulatory Affairs-
HPC, Reliance Retail.

Deliberations at the 
conference centered on 
the immense potential 
that India’s beauty and 
wellness heritage holds 
to lead the global shift 
toward holistic wellness.

Should anti-ageing medicines be 
banned in India?
IANS
NEW DELHI

In the wake of the untime-
ly death of actress Shefali 
Jariwala that raised con-
cerns over the effects of 
cosmetic procedures, 
experts  said that although 
the anti-ageing medicines 
have gained significant 
popularity, these are 
mostly unregulated and 
pose severe health risks. 

Shefali, widely known 
for her breakout perfor-
mance in the iconic 2002 
music video 'Kaanta Laga', 
passed away in Mumbai on 
June 27. She was 42.

Preliminary reports 
suggest cardiac arrest 
behind her death. How-
ever, reports also reveal 
the usage of a cocktail 
of anti-ageing injections, 
allegedly self-administered 
while fasting.

“Anti-ageing medicine 
is becoming very popu-
lar but it's mostly unreg-
ulated. Many of these 
products are sold without 
proper scientific studies 
to prove they work. Some 

may even have harmful 
side effects, especially if 
taken for long periods,” 
former AIIMS Director Dr 
Randeep Guleria, said.

“Anti-ageing is not a sci-
entific term. Such prod-
ucts do not reverse or stop 
natural ageing. Skin whit-
ening is possible with cer-
tain medications, but that 
is not the same as anti-age-
ing,” added Rajeev Jayade-
van, Convener, Research 
Cell, Kerala State IMA.

Media reports citing 
police investigation noted 

that Shefali was using skin 
whitening and anti-ageing 
treatments, particularly 
glutathione and Vitamin 
C for about eight years 
without active medical 
supervision after an initial 
consultation.

“When a medication is 
given as an IV injection, 
it bypasses the natural 
protection offered by 
gut absorption and liver 
metabolism. Thus, the 
drug may reach very high 
concentrations in blood 
and tissues,” Jayadevan, 

said.
“IV medications must 

be carefully regulated and 
contamination avoided at 
all costs,” he added.

The expert also noted 
“reports from Australia 
and Philippines about con-
tamination of IV glutathi-
one vials with toxins and 
also serious side effects of 
such products”.

India is currently seeing 
a rapid rise in the cosmet-
ic race. According to the 
latest ISAPS Global Survey, 
India ranked among the 
top 10 countries glob-
ally for aesthetic/cosmetic 
procedures, trailing only 
global leaders like the US, 
Brazil, and Japan.

“There is definitely 
a need to regulate such 
medicines. If there’s no 
proper evidence about 
their safety or usefulness, 
and they are found to be 
harmful, then yes -- they 
should be banned. The 
same applies to other 
medicines, like muscle-
building drugs that are 
often misused,” Guleria 
said.

Study shows cancer in childhood may 
raise risk of severe Covid in adults
IANS
NEW DELHI

While medical advances 
are boosting the survival 
rate of cancer in child-
hood, the survivors could 
be at a higher risk of 
developing severe Covid-
19 as adults, according to 
a new study published in 
the journal The Lancet 
Regional Health-Europe .

The study from Karolin-
ska Institutet in Sweden 
showed that health risks 
may remain long after 
treatment has ended.

The results show that 
childhood cancer sur-
vivors had a lower risk 
of contracting Covid but 
were 58 per cent more 
likely to develop severe 
disease if they did become 
infected.

Severe Covid was 
defined as the patient 
receiving hospital care, 
intensive care, or death 
related to the infection.

"It is important to 
understand that even 

though these individuals 
were not infected more 
often, the consequences 
were more serious when 
they did become ill," said 
Javier Louro, a postdoc-
toral researcher at the 

Institute of Environmen-
tal Medicine at Karolinska.

The team investi-
gated how adult child-
hood cancer survivors 
in Sweden and Denmark 
were affected by the Covid 

pandemic.
The study included 

over 13,000 people who 
had been diagnosed with 
cancer before the age of 
20 and who were at least 
20 years old when the pan-
demic began.

They were compared 
with both siblings and ran-
domly selected individuals 
from the population of the 
same gender and year of 
birth.

The differences in risk 
were particularly clear 
during periods of high 
transmission, such as 
when new virus variants 
such as alpha and omicron 
spread rapidly.

"Our results suggest that 
childhood cancer survi-
vors should be consid-
ered a risk group in future 
pandemics or other health 
crises," Louro, said.

"This could involve pri-
oritising them for vacci-
nation or offering special 
protection during periods 
of high transmission," the 
researcher added.

Poor heart health may signal gestational 
diabetes risk in pregnancy: Study
IANS
NEW DELHI

Women with poor cardio-
vascular health may be at 
a higher risk of developing 
gestational diabetes and 
coronary artery calcium 
(CAC) in midlife, accord-
ing to a study.

CAC refers to the build-
up of calcium deposits in 
the walls of the coronary 
arteries, which supply 
blood to the heart. It is 
a significant indicator of 
heart disease risk.

The findings, published 
in JAMA Cardiology, sug-
gest that gestational dia-
betes is a marker of pre-
pregnancy cardiovascular 
health. It also underscores 
the importance of health-
care providers in helping 
patients improve their 
cardiovascular health both 
prior and after pregnancy.

"We need to optimise 
cardiovascular health 
early in the life course," 
said lead author Natalie 
Cameron, instructor in the 
Department of Medicine's 
Division of General Inter-

nal Medicine at Northwest-
ern University, US.

In the study, the inves-
tigators analysed patient 
data originally collected 
from 1985 to 2010. Of 
the more than 1,000 par-
ticipants included in the 
cohort, the average age 

was 28.6 years.
All participants had at 

least one singleton birth 
and did not have pre-preg-
nancy diabetes.

Overall, the investi-
gators found that par-
ticipants with poor pre-
pregnancy cardiovascular 

health compared to those 
with better pre-pregnan-
cy cardiovascular health 
were more likely to have 
a pregnancy complicated 
by gestational diabetes 
and were more likely to 
develop CAC.

"Patients with gesta-
tional diabetes and other 
adverse pregnancy out-
comes should follow up 
with a primary care pro-
vider so we can optimise 
heart health after preg-
nancy," Cameron said.

"We need to take a good 
pregnancy history, ask 
about  lifestyle behaviours 
such as diet and physical 
activity, and screen for 
cardiovascular disease 
risk factors. Then we can 
work with patients to help 
them optimise their heart 
health throughout their 
life course," she added.

The researchers also 
urged revamping post-
partum primary care 
for women with adverse 
pregnancy outcomes to 
seamlessly help patients 
get from obstetrics to a 
primary care provider.
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Engines shut down due to fuel 
'cutoff' within seconds leading 
to Jun 12 crash : Probe

PM hails inclusion of Maratha military 
landscapes in UNESCO World Heritage list

NIA arrests key conspirator in ISIS 
Pune sleeper module case

UNI
NEW DELHI, JULY 12

A Preliminary report on 
the Air India flight AI171 
crash in Ahmedabad on 
June 12 today revealed 
that fuel cutoff switches 
were moved from 'run' to 
'cutoff' within a second of 
each other which led to the 
tragedy.

The crash led to i270 
people loosing their lives.

The report reveals that 
within 90 seconds of take 
off, both engines of the 
aircraft shut down unex-
pectedly during the initial 
climb leading to a loss of 
thrust and rapid descent. 
After the switches of both 
engines flipped, the Boeing 
787 Dreamliner immedi-
ately shut down mid-air 
seconds after take-off and 
began to lose thrust and 
sink down, the report by 
India's Aircraft Accident 
Investigation Bureau AIB) 
said.

"The aircraft achieved 
the maximum recorded 
airspeed of 180 Knots IAS 
at about 08:08:42 UTC 
and immediately thereaf-
ter, Engine 1 and Engine 
2 fuel cutoff switches 
transitioned from RUN to 
CUTOFF position one after 
another with a time gap of 
01 sec. The Engine N1 and 
N2 began to decrease from 
their take-off values as the 
fuel supply to the engines 
was cut off," the 15-page 
report said.

The pilots attempted 
to restart the engines by 
moving the fuel control 
switches back to the 'run' 
position. Engine 1 started 
to recover but Engine 2 
was unable to arrest core 
speed deceleration despite 

repeated attempts to rein-
troduce fuel and increase 
core speed acceleration.

The report also revealed 
that just seconds before 
the aircraft lost power 
and went down near 
Ahmedabad airport, one 
pilot asked the other why 
he had cut off fuel to the 
engines, the second pilot 
reportedly denied, saying, 
"did not do so."

"In the cockpit voice 
recording, one of the pilots 
is heard asking the other 
why he cut off. The other 
pilot responded that he did 
not do so," the report said.

"The EAFR recording 
stopped at 08:09:11 UTC At 
about 08:09:05 UTC, one 
of the pilots transmitted 
“Mayday Mayday Mayday 
”. The Air Traffic Control-
ler (ATC) enquired about 
the call sign but did not get 
any response and saw the 
aircraft crashing outside 
the airport boundary.

Significantly the report 
rules out any doubt about 
the fitness of the pilots to 
operate the ill-fated flight. 
‘’The crew of flight AI171 
arrived at the airport 
and underwent preflight 
Breath Analyzer test at 
06:25 UTC and were found 
fit to operate the flight. The 
crew is seen arriving at the 
boarding gate in the CCTV 

recording at about 07:05 
UTC (12:35 IST).’’

It also rules out any 
shortage of fuel or bird 
activity in the adjoining 
areas.

“Fuel on board was 
54,200 Kgs and as per the 
load and trim sheet of the 
flight, the Take-off Weight 
was 2,13,401 Kgs (Max. 
allowed - 2,18,183 Kgs). The 
take-off weight was within 
allowable limits for the 
given conditions.’’

"There was no ‘Danger-
ous Goods’ on the aircraft."

The report also ruled 
out any bird activity saying 
‘’No significant bird activ-
ity is observed in the vicin-
ity of the flight path.’’

Boeing in its initial rec-
tion to the catastrophe 
said they would ‘’continue 
to support’’ the investiga-
tion and the customers. 
The aviation company said 
it would defer to the AIIB 
probe to provide infor-
mation about AI 171, id 
adherence with the United 
Nations International Civil 
Organization Protocol.'

'Our thoughts remain 
with the loved ones of the 
passengers Nd crew on 
board Air India Flight 171 as 
well as everyone affected 
on the ground in Ahmed-
abad. We continue to 
support the investigation 

and our customer. We will 
defer to the AAIB to pro-
vide information about AI 
171 in adherence with the 
United Nations Interna-
tional Protocol known as 
Annex 13,' it said in a state-
ment.

Air India in a statement 
acknowledged that it had 
received the preliminary 
report by AAIB and is 
working closely with stake-
holders and would contin-
ue to fully cooperate with 
AAIB and other authorities 
as their investigation pro-
gresses.

"We stand in solidar-
ity with the families and 
those affected by the AI171 
accident. We continue to 
mourn the loss and are 
fully committed to provid-
ing support during this 
difficult time. We acknowl-
edge receipt of the prelimi-
nary report released by the 
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) today, 
12 July 2025. Air India is 
working closely with stake-
holders, including regula-
tors. We continue to fully 
cooperate with the AAIB 
and other authorities as 
their investigation pro-
gresses."

Air India, however, did 
not comment on the find-
ings of the report saying 
‘’Given the active nature 
of the investigation, we 
are unable to comment on 
specific details and refer 
all such enquiries to the 
AAIB.’’

The Report said ‘’Inves-
tigation is continuing and 
the investigation team will 
review and examine addi-
tional evidence, records 
and information that is 
being sought from the 
stakeholders.’’

UNI
NEW DELHI, JULY 12

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today expressed 
pride and joy over the 
inclusion of the Maratha 
military landscapes of 
India in the UNESCO 
World Heritage List.

He also urged the citi-
zens to visit the inscribed 
heritage of 12 historic 
forts,11 located in Maha-
rashtra and one in Tamil 
Nadu.

In a statement, the 
Prime Minister highlight-
ed the enduring legacy 
of the Maratha empire, 
describing it as synony-
mous with good gover-
nance, military prowess, 
cultural pride, and a deep 
commitment to social wel-

fare. “Great rulers inspire 
us with their refusal to 
bow to any injustice,” he 
remarked.

Urging citizens to visit 
these forts, the Prime 
Minister emphasised the 
importance of engaging 
with India’s rich histori-
cal and cultural heritage.

Modi also recalled his 
2014 visit to Raigad Fort, 

sharing a photograph in 
which he paid tribute to 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj. He described the visit 
as a cherished memory.

Responding to a social 
media post by UNESCO 
announcing the inscrip-
tion, the Prime Minister 
stated:

“Every Indian is elated 
with this recognition. 

These ‘Maratha Military 
Landscapes’ include 12 
majestic forts, 11 of which 
are in Maharashtra and 
one in Tamil Nadu. When 
we speak of the glori-
ous Maratha empire, we 
associate it with good 
governance, military 
strength, cultural pride, 
and emphasis on social 
welfare. The great rulers 
inspire us with their refus-
al to bow to any injustice. 
I call upon everyone to go 
visit these forts and learn 
about the rich history of 
the Maratha empire.”

He shared photographs 
from his visit to Raigad 
Fort, noting, “Had the 
opportunity to bow to 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj. Will always cherish 
that visit.”

UNI
PUNE JULY 12

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has arrested 
a suspected terrorist asso-
ciated with the Islamic 
State (ISIS) in connection 
with a planned terror con-
spiracy.

NIA in a statement today 
said that the 11th accused 
Rizwan Ali, along with the 
10 other accused, had con-
spired to commit a series 
of terror acts to destabilize 
the country and spread 
communal disharmony.

The accused, Rizwan 
Ali, is known by multiple 
names Sami Ali, Abul 
Salina, and Danish, was 
apprehended from Luc-
know.

He is a resident of the 
Daryaganj area in Delhi.

The arrest comes as part 
of an ongoing investigation 
into attempts to carry 
out terror attacks 
across major 
Indian cities 
including Pune 
and Mumbai.

The case first 
surfaced in 2023 
when two indi-
viduals were arrest-
ed in Pune’s Kothrud 
area in connection with a 
motorcycle theft. During 
the probe, authorities dis-
covered their involvement 
in a larger terror plot, 
including plans to launch 
attacks across the coun-
try. Further investigation 
revealed that the duo had 

been residing in the Kond-
hwa area of Pune.

A police raid at their 
residence in Kondhwa led 

to the seizure of 
bomb-making 

materials and 
documents 
containing 
s e n s i t i v e 
information 

related to 
key defence 

establishments 
of the city. Initially 

handled by the Anti-Ter-
rorism Squad (ATS), the 
case was later transferred 
to the NIA.

Upon taking over the 
investigation, the NIA dis-
covered the accused had 
links with ISIS operatives 
active in Pune, Mumbai, 

and Thane. It was also 
found that these individu-
als were trying to radical-
ize and recruit local youth 
into the terror network. A 
case was filed by the NIA 
against 11 suspects, includ-
ing a doctor from Pune.

Rizwan Ali had been on 
the run since the case was 
registered. He was actively 
involved in training others 
in the use of Improvised 
Explosive Devices (IEDs) 
and firearms. His arrest is 
considered a significant 
breakthrough in the Pune 
terror conspiracy case.

In addition to Rizwan 
Ali, ten others have been 
named in the charge sheet 
filed under the Unlawful 
Activities Prevention Act 
(UAPA).

CJI Gavai urges lawyers to uphold 
integrity, mental health, and inclusion
UNI
HYDERABAD, JULY 12

Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
Justice Bhushan Ram-
krishna Gavai, CJI was 
delivering the convoca-
tion address at the 22nd 
Annual Convocation of 
NALSAR University of Law, 
Hyderabad today.

During his address he 
urged the legal frater-
nity to uphold integrity, 
remain grounded in legal 
fundamentals, seek men-
torship, and prioritise 
mental well-being.

Praising NALSAR’s 
journey since its incep-
tion in 1998, Justice Gavai 
described the institution 
as a beacon of legal schol-
arship in South Asia.

“NALSAR has carved a 
distinct identity not just 
in India but across the 
region, with its academic 
excellence and commit-
ment to the spirit of law,” 
he said, highlighting its 
research in areas like dis-
ability rights, gender jus-
tice, tribal rights, law and 
technology, and constitu-
tional governance.

He acknowledged the 
achievements of NALSAR 
alumni many of whom sub-
sequently became senior 
advocates in the High 
Courts and the Supreme 
Court, legal scholars, 
policy experts, and inter-
national researchers. 
“Today, you are not just 
receiving degrees- you are 
joining a living tradition of 
impact and integrity,” he 
told the graduates.

Justice Gavai offered 

candid advice about the 
challenges of the legal 
profession. “It is noble 
and important- but never 
easy. You will often ques-
tion yourself and face 
pressures, but your belief, 
persistence, and presence 
will keep you going,” he 
said.

Highlighting the often-
overlooked issue of mental 
health, he called it a vital 
strategy for survival in the 
legal world. “This profes-
sion can be emotionally 
isolating and mentally 
demanding. Self-care is 
not indulgence—it is pres-
ervation,” he said, quoting 
activist Audre Lorde.

He also addressed 
structural inequalities in 
the legal system. Citing 
global research, he noted 
that access to opportu-
nity often depends more 
on institutional pedigree 
than on merit. “This is 
unfair, but real. We must 

confront this reality with-
out accepting it,” he said, 
urging the profession to 
become more inclusive 
and equitable.

Encouraging students to 
build strong legal founda-
tions, he emphasised the 
importance of mastering 
the basics- constitutional 
law, contract law, civil 
and criminal procedure. 
“There is no shortcut to 
legal excellence,” he said. 
“Trends will come and 
go, but clarity in funda-
mentals will carry you 
through.”

Speaking on mentor-
ship, he called it a game-
changer. “Not everything 
can be learned from 
books or judgments. 
Some lessons are passed 
on through conversation, 
guidance, and encourage-
ment,” he said. “Seek men-
tors with integrity, and 
one day, become a mentor 
yourself.”

Justice Gavai also 
advised students to care-
fully consider foreign edu-
cation. “A foreign degree 
is not a stamp of worth. 
Do not put yourself or 
your family under finan-
cial stress for validation,” 
he said, advocating for 
thoughtful planning over 
peer pressure.

Calling for investment in 
India’s postgraduate legal 
education and research, 
he said, “We must build 
nurturing academic eco-
systems that retain and 
welcome talent, restore 
dignity to legal research, 
and offer transparent 
opportunities.”

He ended his address 
with heartfelt advice to the 
graduates: “Never ignore 
five things- friends, family, 
books, hobbies, health, 
and imagination. The law 
is not just a profession- 
it is a canvas to express, 
reform, and heal.”

The convocation was 
presided over by Justice 
Sujoy Paul, Acting Chief 
Justice of the Telangana 
High Court and Chancel-
lor of NALSAR. Telangana 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy and Supreme Court 
Judge Justice P S Narasim-
ha graced the ceremony as 
Guests of Honour.

Several other judges of 
the Supreme Court and 
High Courts of Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh, 
along with Telangana Min-
isters, were present at the 
convocation, celebrating 
the achievements of grad-
uating students, postgrad-
uates, and Ph.D. scholars.

ED files supplementary 
chargesheet against MLA in 
MSCB laundering case
UNI
MUMBAI, JULY 12

Troubles mounted for NCP (Sharad Pawar faction) 
MLA Rohit Pawar as the Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
filed a supplementary chargesheet against him in con-
nection with the Maharashtra State Cooperative Bank 
(MSCB) scam.

The chargesheet has been submitted under the pro-
visions of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA), in a special court in Mumbai.

The court has yet to take cognizance of the supple-
mentary chargesheet. The development is seen as a 
major blow to the Pawar family, a prominent political 
dynasty in Maharashtra.

Before filing the chargesheet, the ED had already 
attached assets worth over rupees 50 crore belonging 
to Rohit Pawar’s company, Baramati Agro.

In January 2023, the ED conducted raids at several 
locations, including premises linked to Baramati Agro. 
Subsequently, Rohit Pawar, who represents the Karjat-
Jamkhed constituency, was summoned to the ED’s 
Mumbai office for questioning.

In March 2023, the ED provisionally attached assets 
worth Rs 50.20 crore, which included 161.30 acres of 
land in Kannad (Aurangabad district), a sugar factory, 
machinery, and buildings. The ED alleges that the 
properties originally belonged to Kannad Cooperative 
Sugar Factory Ltd. (Kannad SSK) and were acquired by 
Baramati Agro through a "fraudulent auction process."

The agency contends that these properties repre-
sent "proceeds of crime" and that the acquisition vio-
lates anti-money laundering laws.

Four killed as car hits goods-laden 
truck in West Medinipur
UNI
KOLKATA, JULY 12

Four people were killed when their Scorpio on a high 
speed jumped the divider and fell on the other lane on 
NO 16 NH and hit a tomato-laden truck at Rani Sarai 
under Belda in West Bengal's West Medinipur, police 
said today. All the victims, the residents of Asansol in 
West Burdman, were the occupants of Scorpio, which 
turned into a mangle of scrap by the impact of the 
violent accident. Only one occupant was identified 
as Atanu Guha. All the victims were taken to Belda 
hospital where medics declared all dead. The accident 
happened around 6 am when the victims were travel-
ling towards Baleswar in Odisha and the truck on the 
other lane was heading in the opposite direction.

Kerala has devised several 
strategies to contain Nipah: 
Dr. Rajan Khobragade
UNI
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 
JULY 12

In view of the rising 
Nipah cases, the Health 
Department in Kerala 
has devised and imple-
mented several strategies 
across the state to con-
tain the epidemic, said 
Dr. Rajan Khobragade, 
Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Health and Family 
Welfare.

Dr. Khobragade made 
these remarks while inau-
gurating an international 
conference on 'Nipah 
and Other Zoonotic Spill-
overs - Integrating Health 
Strategies for Prevention' 
held here yesterday and 
emphasized the need for 
collaboration.

Pointing out the state 
Government's commit-
ment to detecting and 
containing epidemics 
that have affected the 
state since 2019, he high-
lighted the importance 
of One Health concept 
in the current scenario 
and sought support from 
institutions such as the 
Institute of Advanced 
Virology to strengthen 
the public health system 
in the state.

The conference was 
organized in collabora-
tion with the Department 
of Infectious Diseases, 
Government Medical 
College, Thiruvanantha-
puram, and the Kerala 
One Health Centre for 
Nipah Research and 
Resilience.

Dr. Simmi Tiwari, Joint 
Director of the National 

Centre for Disease Con-
trol, congratulated the 
Government of Kerala 
for establishing the Insti-
tute of Advanced Virol-
ogy (IAV), stating that 
the institute has already 
made a mark in the field 
of virology and can sig-
nificantly contribute to 
improving public health 
and epidemic prepared-
ness in both the state and 
the country.

She emphasized the 
need to expand diagnos-
tic facilities for the timely 
detection of zoonotic 
spillover infections that 
frequently impact the 
state.

Sessions on various 
topics were delivered by 
eminent international 
and national experts, 
including Dr. Emily 
Gurley, Professor of 
the Practice, Infectious 
Disease Epidemiology, 
Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, Baltimore, USA; Dr. 
Vidya Arankalle, Nation-
al Institute of Virology, 
Pune; Dr. Guruprasad 
R. Medigeshi, Professor, 
IISER Tirupati; Dr. Sobha 
Mammen, Professor, 
CMC Vellore; Dr. Ummer 
Karadan, Baby Memorial 
Hospital, Kozhikode; Dr. 
Sheen Job, Consultant, 
Union Ministry of Health 
& Family Welfare; Dr. 
Biju Soman, Sree Chitra 
Tirunal Institute for Med-
ical Sciences and Tech-
nology; Dr. Sreelekshmi 
M, National Institute of 
Virology, Pune; and Dr. 
Jon Epstein, Epidemiolo-
gist, One Health Science, 
USA.
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‘If we don’t have a deal: Trump gives Russia 
50-day deadline on Ukraine War

HT News Desk

United States President 
Donald Trump on Monday 
issued a warning for Russia, 
urging for the resolution of its 
war with Ukraine.

Trump warned of “severe 
tariffs” if there was no deal on 
the issue in 50 days. “…if we 
don't have a deal in 50 days, 
tariffs at about 100 percent,” 
Trump said. The US President 
said that these would be 
“secondary tariffs” targeting 
Russia's remaining trade 
partners.

Trump, who met NATO chief 

Mark Rutte at the White House, 
said he was “very, very 
unhappy”.This comes amid 
Trump's evident frustration 
with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, who has stepped 
up large-scale drone attacks 
on Ukraine over the past few 
weeks.“I don't want to say he's 
an assassin, but he's a tough 
guy,” Trump said about Putin 
on Monday.

The US President had earlier 
said that he would make a “major 
statement” on Russia on 
Monday. Meanwhile, Trump's 
special envoy to Ukraine and 
Russia, retired Lt. Gen. Keith 

Kellogg, reached Kyiv, as per 
a senior Ukrainian official.

Trump has confirmed that 
the US is sending Ukraine 
Patriot air defense missiles to 
help it against Russian aerial 
attacks. He said that the 
European Union would pay the 
US for “various pieces of very 
sophisticated” weaponry being 
supplied to Ukraine.

While the EU is not permitted 
to buy weapons, member 
countries purchase and send 
weapons to Ukraine, similar 
to NATO. 

Trump's relations with Putin 
had for a long time been friendly, 

with the latter repeatedly 
claiming that Russia was ready 
to agree to a peace deal. On the 
other hand, Trump had called 
Zelenskyy a “dictator without 
elections” However, as Russia 
continued attacks on civilian 
areas in Ukraine, Trump in a 
social media post said that Putin 
“ has gone absolutely CRAZY!”.

He further said he was 
“disappointed” with Putin, 
adding, “I thought he was 
somebody that meant what he 
said.” “He’ll talk so beautifully 
and then he’ll bomb people at 
night. We don’t like that,” Trump 
added.

What happened to California pastor John MacArthur? All 
about his hospitalisation with life-threatening illness

HT News Desk

John MacArthur, the longtime 
pastor of Grace Community Church 
in Sun Valley, California, has 
reportedly been hospitalized with 
pneumonia. 

The illness marks the latest 
concern in a series of his ongoing 
health issues. The news of the 
86-year-old pastor’s condition was 
shared with the congregation 
during Sunday service, according 
to The Roys Report. Pastor John 
MacArthur's years of health 
troubles

MacArthur has faced a series 
of health troubles, including a 
sudden onset of illness while 
conducting a 2023 service. Since 
then, he has undergone numerous 
surgeries as part of the treatment 
for atrial fibrillation and other 

health issues, as reported by Fox 
News. According to The Roys 
Report, earlier this year, the pastor 
reportedly underwent surgery, 
which is part of a “second 
procedure” for his lungs. In a 
statement to the outlet, he said, 
"That procedure was successful, 

and (I) am now back at home. The 
doctors are optimistic about my 
recovery, and I am eager to return 
to you once I regain my strength." 
However, news of MacArthur’s 
condition has reportedly left many 
in the congregation uncertain and 
concerned about the state of his 

health. Associate pastor Tom 
Patton previously shared that the 
California pastor's recovery from 
"three surgeries in the second half 
of 2024" was “slower than expected," 
in addition to "occasional setbacks 
affecting his heart, lungs and 
kidneys." Patton reportedly 
announced MacArthur's 
hospitalization during Sunday's 
Church service

Patton reportedly announced 
during the Sunday 11 am service, 
"This week, Pastor John contracted 
pneumonia. He was admitted into 
the hospital and may be in the 
presence of the Lord soon." He 
added, "We place our dear pastor 
at the feet of the glorious Savior. 
Whom he has served so faithfully 
for so many years and now awaits 
His final command to be in his 
presence forever."

Ellen DeGeneres' 3-word sharp reaction to 
Trump's warning to Rosie O'Donnell wows 

netizens: ‘He loves to get schooled’
HT News Desk

Ellen DeGeneres, who moved to the 
UK following Donald Trump's presidential 
win, came out in support of his staunch 
critic Rosie O'Donnell after the US 
President threatened to revoke her 
American citizenship. In November 2024, 
DeGeneres and her spouse, Portia de 
Rossi, relocated to Southwest England's 
Cotswolds.

 Both have not officially acknowledged 
the reason for their departure from the 
US, although TMZ reported at the time 
that the decision was made because Trump 
was elected as president. Following 
Trump's warning, O'Donnell retaliated 
on Instagram, referring to him as “King 
Joffrey with a tangerine spray tan,” a 
reference to the despised, cruel, and 
tyrannical figure from Game of Thrones.

DeGeneres later posted a screenshot 
of Trump's Truth Social post, showing 
her support to O'Donnell. “Good for you 
@rosie,” she wrote on Instagram.

Meanwhile, several users hailed her 
reaction, with one saying: “The planet 
is dying and he’s fighting with celebrities.”

“I love how it's mostly women who 
stand up to him," a second person wrote. 
“I don’t understand why previous 
presidents, government officials and 
politicians aren’t collaboratively speaking 
out or taking action against his blatant 
disregard for the constitution, 
incompetence and dangerous behavior…,” 
the third person chimed in.'

“The BEST clap back he loves to get 
schooled! Maybe his supporters can learn 
something too,” one more reacted.

Earlier, DeGeneres has provided 
updates on their lives abroad. She posted 
a picture of her spouse on Instagram in 
April, with the message, “Three things 
that make me happy: My wife, a rainbow, 
and my wife taking a photograph of a 
rainbow.” O'Donnell moved to Ireland 
with adopted daughter

Just a few days before Trump took 
over the White House, O'Donnell and 
her 12-year-old adopted daughter, Dakota, 
left the country. 

She later confirmed they have moved 
to Ireland.

Taking to TikTok in March, O'Donnell 
talked about how much she loves living 
in Ireland, where people are "so loving 
and so kind and so welcoming." 

She also alluded to the fact that Trump 
was elected to a second term as president 
when she made the decision to relocate. 
“I miss many things about life there at 
home and I'm trying to find a home here 
in this beautiful country and when it is 
safe for all citizens to have equal rights 
there in America, that's when we will 
consider coming back,” she wrote.

Hitting out at Trump, she said, “It's 
been heartbreaking to see what's 
happening politically and hard for me 
personally as well.”

Martin Cruz Smith, acclaimed author 
of 'Gorky Park,' dies at 82

AP

 NEW YORK — Martin Cruz Smith, 
the best-selling mystery novelist who 
engaged readers for decades with “Gorky 
Park” and other thrillers featuring 
Moscow investigator Arkady Renko, 
has died at age 82. Smith died Friday 
“surrounded by those he loved,” 
according to his publisher, Simon & 
Schuster. 

Further details were not immediately 
available, but Smith revealed a decade 
ago that he had Parkinson’s disease, 
and he gave the same condition to his 
protagonist. His 11th and final Renko 
book, “Hotel Ukraine,” will be published 
this week.

 The Associated Press praised it as 
a “gem” that “upholds Smith’s reputation 
as a great craftsman of modern detective 
fiction with his sharply drawn, complex 
characters and a compelling plot.”

Among Smith's honors were being 
named a “grand master” by the Mystery 
Writers of America, and winning the 
Hammett Prize for “Havana Bay” and 
a Gold Dagger award for “Gorky Park.”

Born Martin William Smith in 
Reading, Pennsylvania, and a graduate 
of the University of Pennsylvania, where 
he studied creative writing, Smith 
started out as a journalist, including 
a brief stint at the. 

He had been a published novelist 
for more than a decade before he broke 
through in the early 1980s with “Gorky 
Park."

 His book came out when the Soviet 
Union and the Cold War were still very 
much alive and centered on Renko's 
investigation into the murders of three 

people whose bodies were found in the 
Moscow park cited in the title. “Gorky 
Park,” praised as a compelling and 
informative take on the inner workings 
of the Soviet Union, topped The New 
York Times' fiction bestseller list and 
was later made into a movie starring 
William Hurt.

Gorky Park' is a police procedural 
of uncommon excellence," Peter 
Andrews wrote in the Times in 1981. 
“Martin Cruz Smith has managed to 
combine the gritty atmosphere of a 
Moscow police squad room with a story 
of detection as neatly done as any English 
manor-house puzzlement.

I have no idea as to the accuracy of 
Mr. Smith’s descriptions of Russian 
police operations. But they ring as true 
as crystal.”

Smith's other books include science 
fiction , the Westerns “North to Dakota” 
and “Ride to Revenge,” and the “Romano 
Grey” mystery series. Besides “Martin 
Cruz Smith” — Cruz was his maternal 
grandmother's name — he also wrote 
under the pen names “Nick Carter” 
and “Simon Quinn.”

 Smith's Renko books were inspired 
in part by his own travels in the Soviet 
Union and he would trace the region's 
history over the past 40 years, whether 
the Soviet Union's collapse , war in 
Chechnya , or the rise of Russian 
oligarchs .

The noted in its review of “Hotel 
Ukraine” that Smith had devised a 
backstory pulled straight from recent 
headlines, referencing such world 
leaders as Volodymyr Zelenskyy of 
Ukraine,Vladimir Putin of Russia and 
former President Joe Biden of the U.S.

Shubhanshu Shukla 
completes 7 experiments 

on ISS: ISRO

PTI 

Astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla has successfully 
completed all seven microgravity experiments and 
other planned activities, achieving a significant 
milestone in the Axiom-4 mission, ISRO said on Monday. 
It said that experiments on the Indian strain of 
Tardigrades, Myogenesis, Sprouting of methi and 
moong seeds, Cyanobacteria, Microalgae, Crop seeds 
and Voyager Display have been completed as planned. 
On July 13, 2025, the Expedition 73 Crew members 
onboard International Space Station (ISS) joined 
Axiom-4 crew members, including ISRO's Gaganyatri, 
for a farewell ceremony ahead of the departure of the 
Axiom-4 mission crew from ISS.

"Gaganyatri Shubhanshu Shukla, while speaking 
at the farewell ceremony, thanked Expedition 73 crew 
members for their support along with team ISRO for 
developing a scientific research portfolio, associated 
protocols as well as designing student outreach activities 
with national participation," ISRO said.

Shukla and three other astronauts of the Axiom-4 
mission began their return journey to Earth on Monday 
as the Dragon Grace spacecraft undocked from the 
International Space Station after an 18-day stay. 
Following a series of orbital manoeuvres after undocking, 
the Dragon spacecraft is expected to splash down near 
the coast of California on Tuesday at 3.01 pm IST.

Satcom Industry Association-India Director General 
Anil Prakash said Shukla's 18-day mission aboard 
the ISS isn't just a milestone; it heralds India's leap 
into the space-biotech frontier.

"This mission, made possible through strategic 
private-sector engagement, showcases a powerful 
public-private partnership, transforming space research 
into sustainable biotech innovation," Prakash said.

"SIA-India applauds this collaborative breakthrough 
in propelling India from space exploration to global 
space-driven biotech leadership," Prakash said.

During his stay at the ISS, Shukla interacted with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, school students, and 
also connected with ISRO centres using amateur 
radio.

Cambodia to begin military 
conscription: Check list of nations with 

mandatory military service
AP

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet 
on Monday announced that the country's 
military will compulsorily begin enlisting 
civilians from next year. 

"From 2026, the military conscription 
law will be implemented," he told a 
ceremony at the Royal Gendarmerie 
Training Centre in central Kampong 
Chhnang province. The Prime Minister 
cited rising tensions with Thailand as 
the reason for activating a long-dormant 
mandatory enlistment law.The parliament 
of Cambodia had earlier approved a law 
in 2006, that would require all Cambodians 
aged 18 to 30 to serve in the military for 
18 months.

 The law had never been enforced. 
Hun Manet said the service period would 
be extended from the 18 months outlined 
in the earlier legislation, and pledged to 
"look at increasing" Cambodia's defence 
budget.Cambodia-Thailand relations had 
been undulating since May 2025 after 
both nations involved in cross-border 
clashes, fueled by a long-standing 
territorial dispute over an area known 
as the Emerald Triangle, where the borders 
of both countries and Laos meet. The 
strife between the two countries claimed 
the life of one Cambodian soldier. 
Neighbouring Thailand already has 
military conscription for young and able-
bodied men, who enter a lottery to 
determine whether they have to serve.

Here are the list of other countries 
that have compulsory military service:

• 1. Russia- The country's national 
law mandates at least one year 
of volunteered military service 
for a period of 12 months for men 
aged between 18 to 27.

• 2. North Korea- Men hailing from 
North Korea are universally 
conscripted in the country 
whereas women undergo selective 
conscription. Children of the 
nation's political elites are exempt 
from this. The procedure 
commences at the age of 17 and 
ends at 30.

• 3. South Korea- The constitution 
of South Korea states in Article 
39, "All citizens shall have the 
duty of national defense under 
the conditions as prescribed by 
Act." Male citizens of the country, 
between the ages of 18 and 35 are 
mandated to perform military 

service. 
• 4. Israel- Under the country's 

Security Service Law of 1949, all 
Israeli nationals except ultra-
Orthodox and Arab Israelis are 
mandated to serve the nation's 
armed forces after they turn 18. 
The minimum length of military 
service is two years and eight 
months for men, and two years 
for women.

• 5. Brazil- Every Brazilian male 
is mandated to serve the armed 
forces under Article 143 of the 
Federal Republic of Brazil's 
constitution. The minimum 
service period is a year.

• 6. Iran- Men aged 18 and above 
are mandated to serve in the 
Iranian army or the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps, for 
anywhere between 18 to 24 months.

• 7. Turkey- According to a law 
passed by the Turkish parliament 
in 2019, the country's nationals 
have to serve in the defence forces 
for a minimum period of six 
months

• 8. Cuba- According to 1976 
Constitution of the Republic of 
Cuba in article 65, Cuban men 
aged between 17 and 28, are 
mandated to serve in the nation's 
army for at least two years. Active 
military service is voluntary for 
women. Male citizens are obliged 
to officially register for military 
service when they turn 16 years 
of age.

• 9. Switzerland- The country has 
mandatory military service for 
all able bodied men once they 
reach the age of majority. Women 
of the country may volunteer for 
any position. According to a report 
by the country's Federal 
Department of Defence, Civil 
Protection and Sports, conscripts 
make up the majority of the 
manpower in the Swiss Armed 
Forces.

• 10. Eritrea- This East African 
country requires all able bodied 
man and woman to serve in the 
military forces, for a minimum 
period of18 months. During this 
tenure, they receive six months 
of military training and the rest 
of their time is spent working on 
national reconstruction projects.

Nukkad Natak organised to promote 
cleanliness and safety awareness 
among Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra pilgrims
HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

A Nukkad Natak was organ-
ised at the Shri Amarnath 
Ji Yatra Token Centre, 
Railway Road, Jammu, to 
promote cleanliness and 
safety among pilgrims. The 
event was organised by the 
Cultural Unit, Department 
of Information and Public 
Relations (DIPR), Jammu in 
collaboration with District 
Administration Jammu. The 
play conveyed messages on 

cleanliness, biodegradable 
waste use, disposal practices 
and following safety guide-
lines. The initiative was 
held under the directions 

of Joint Director Informa-
tion Jammu, Deepak Dubey 
and under the supervision 
of Cultural Officer Jammu, 
Mukesh Kumar Sharma.

Joint mock drill on flood preparedness 
conducted by NHPC Salal and District 
Administration Reasi
HT NEWS SERVICE
REASI, JULY 12

A joint mock drill on 
flood preparedness was 
conducted near Chenab 
River, Reasi, by NHPC Salal 
Power Station and District 
Administration under the 
leadership of Deputy Com-
missioner Nidhi Malik, in 
coordination with CAPF 
and Police.

The drill tested the early 
warning system and inter-
departmental coordina-
tion. Scenarios included 
rising water levels, medi-
cal emergencies and evac-

uations.
Quick Response Teams 

(QRTs) were activated and 
medical and evacuation 
drills were conducted. 
Departments performed 
designated roles, including 
medical aid, crowd con-
trol, transport and rescue.

Present were ACR Reasi 
Nitin Verma, Tehsildar 
Thakrakote and represen-
tatives of NHPC, Police, 
NDRF and SDRF.

The exercise showcased 
the region’s readiness and 
public awareness regard-
ing flood risks.

DC Samba releases pocket-
sized statistical handbook 
'District at a Glance'
HT NEWS SERVICE
SAMBA, JULY 12

District Development Com-
missioner Samba, Rajesh 
Sharma, released a pocket-
sized handbook titled Dis-
trict at a Glance, compiled 
by the District Statistics and 
Evaluation Office.

Present were Chief Plan-
ning Officer Kasturi Lal, 
DSEO Rupinder Kaur, ACR 
Ajay Bharti, Statistical Offi-
cer DSEO Office and other 
staff.

The publication provides 
a summary of key socio-
economic and demographic 
data for 2022–23 and 2023–
24. It is intended for use by 
planners, researchers and 
departments for develop-

ment initiatives.
The Deputy Commission-

er appreciated the DSEO 
team and the cooperation 
of government departments 
for their contribution in 
finalizing the publication.

Nasha Mukt JK Abhiyan: DC 
Kishtwar reviews progress of 
IEC campaign against drugs
HT NEWS SERVICE
KISHTWAR, JULY 12

Deputy Commissioner 
Kishtwar, Pankaj Kumar 
Sharma, chaired a review 
meeting on the ongoing 
IEC campaign against 
drugs under Nasha Mukt 
JK Abhiyan.

The meeting assessed 
awareness activities con-
ducted in educational 
institutions, panchayats 
and urban areas. Issues 
such as inadequate display 
of IEC materials, limited 
video screenings, incom-
plete event documenta-
tion and absenteeism of 
resource persons were 
noted.

DC directed nodal offi-
cers to ensure broader 

public participation, 
including SMCs, Biodi-
versity Committees and 
youth volunteers. Offi-
cers were asked to upload 
event details promptly 
and ensure visibility of 
content.

Officers will attend a 
training workshop on July 
14, 2025, at the DC Office, 
Kishtwar, to strengthen 
campaign implementa-
tion. DC also chaired a 

District NCORD Commit-
tee meeting to review 
anti-drug measures and 
enforcement perfor-
mance.

The meeting was attend-
ed by PO ICDS Kishtwar 
Rishi Sharma, ACD Kaiser 
Bhawani, SDM Paddar 
Amit Kumar, SDM Chatroo 
Naeem Ur Rehman, Dis-
trict Social Welfare Officer 
Zubair Ahmed and other 
officers.

DLSA Jammu conducts 
inspection of Central 
Jail Kot Bhalwal

HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA) Jammu, 
under the guidance of Y.P. 
Bourney, Chairman DLSA 
Jammu and Principal Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge 
Jammu and the supervi-
sion of Smriti Sharma, Sub 
Judge and Secretary DLSA 
Jammu, conducted an 
inspection of Central Jail 
Kot Bhalwal Jammu today.

The visit began with a 
plantation drive aimed at 
promoting a greener and 
healthier environment 
within the jail premises. 
The drive was carried out 
by the Principal District 
and Sessions Judge Jammu 
along with Smriti Sharma, 
Secretary DLSA Jammu, 
Veerinder Kumar Bhat, 
Superintendent of Central 
Jail Kot Bhalwal and Anil 
Sharma, Chief Legal Aid 
Defense Counsel Jammu.

Following the drive, the 
team inspected the jail to 
assess living conditions, 
health facilities, legal aid 
availability, and the over-
all welfare of inmates, in 
line with directives from 
the National Legal Ser-
vices Authority (NALSA) 
and provisions under the 
Legal Services Authorities 
Act, 1987.

The inspection includ-
ed direct interaction with 
under trial, detenu and 
convict prisoners in the 
jail's ground area to get a 
firsthand understanding of 
the facilities available. Key 
areas inspected included 
the Jail Legal Aid Clinic, 
virtual VC rooms, inter-

view area, prisoner calling 
system, hospital, kitchen 
and barracks.

The medical centre and 
hospital were thoroughly 
checked and the team 
reviewed the quality of 
food prepared for inmates. 
Inmates’ concerns and 
grievances were heard 
attentively, offering them 
a platform to provide feed-
back on services extended 
by DLSA Jammu.

During the inspection, 
certain areas of the jail 
premises were identified 
as needing renovation. 
On-the-spot directions 
were issued to the Super-
intendent of Central Jail 
Kot Bhalwal to raise the 
matter with the appropri-
ate authority.

As part of the initiative, 
the Principal District and 
Sessions Judge Jammu also 
reviewed cases related to 
the Under Trial Review 
Committee (UTRC). The 
next UTRC meeting is 
scheduled for July 15 to 
assess cases of under-
trial prisoners eligible for 
release under legal provi-
sions, including Section 
436A of the CrPC and 
those who may benefit 
from legal aid or plea bar-
gaining.

This initiative aims to 
reduce overcrowding in 
jails, promote speedy trials 
and ensure justice for pris-
oners from economically 
or socially disadvantaged 
backgrounds. The judicia-
ry remains committed to 
upholding constitutional 
rights and ensuring fair 
and humane treatment of 
individuals in custody.

Notification 
for Haj 1447 
(Hijri)/2026 
(CE) issued

HT NEWS SERVICE
RAMBAN, JULY 12

The District Administra-
tion Ramban informs 
Haj aspirants that the 
Haj Committee of India 

(HCoI) has invited online 
applications for Haj 1447 
(H) – 2026 (CE) from 7th 
July to 31st July 2025.

Applicants must read 
the guidelines and under-
takings on www.hajcom-

mittee.gov.in before 
applying. They must 
have a Machine-Readable 
International Passport 
issued on or before 31st 
July 2025 and valid at 
least up to 31st December 

2026.
Applications can be 

submitted via www.
hajcommittee.gov.in or 
through the official app 
“HAJ SUVIDHA” available 
on iOS and Android.

Troops of Gigrial Bn rescues Pangolin 
along International Border
HT NEWS SERVICE
AKHNOOR, JULY 11

In a heartwarming display 
of environmental aware-
ness and compassion, 
troops of the Gigrial Bat-
talion, deployed along the 
International Border (IB), 
successfully rescued a pan-
golin one of the world’s 
most endangered and heav-
ily trafficked mammals. 
During routine patrolling 
in a forward area, alert 
soldiers spotted the rare 
creature, vulnerable and 
far from its natural habi-
tat. Recognizing the eco-
logical importance of the 
pangolin and the threats 
it faces due to illegal wild-
life trafficking, the troops 
responded with swift and 
responsible action. With 
utmost care, the animal 

was safely secured and 
subsequently handed over 
to the concerned wildlife 
and forest authorities for 
proper rehabilitation. This 
act underscores the Indian 
Army’s commitment not 
only to national security 
but also to the conserva-
tion of India’s rich and 

diverse wildlife. This com-
passionate gesture by the 
Gigrial Battalion reflects 
the Army’s ethos of service 
to the nation in all forms 
including the protection 
of its natural heritage even 
while operating in high-
alert and sensitive border 
areas.

Indian Army organizes Interaction 
with Gujjar, Bakkarwals at Daraba, 
Kulali, Surankote, Poonch District
HT NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, JULY 12

The Indian Army con-
ducted an "Interaction 
with Gujjar & Bakkarwal" 
event across all villages on 
12 July 2025. In continu-
ance of its zeal to achieve 
greater heights in coordi-
nation with the local pop-
ulation, the Indian Army 
has always been at the 
forefront of maintaining 
cordial civil-military rela-
tions. During the interac-
tion, various issues con-
cerning education, health 
and socio-economic devel-
opment were discussed. 
The event provided an 
opportunity for the Army 
to address the communi-
ty's concerns and explore 
avenues for future coop-
eration and support. This 
engagement was part of 
Operation Sadbhavana, 
which aims to promote 

peace, development and 
goodwill in the region. The 
initiative underscores the 
Indian Army's commit-
ment to the welfare of all 
communities, especially 
those in remote and under-
served areas. Community 
members expressed their 
gratitude for the Army's 

efforts and appreciated 
the continuous support 
extended to them. The 
event witnessed the par-
ticipation of 72 commu-
nity members and aimed 
to foster stronger ties and 
mutual understanding 
between the Indian Army 
and these communities.

Indian Army pays Tribute to Bravehearts of J&K 
on 26th Anniversary of Kargil Vijay Diwas
HT NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 12

On the solemn occasion 
of the 26th anniversary 
of Kargil Vijay Diwas, 
the Indian Army paid 
heartfelt tribute to the 
valiant sons of Jammu & 
Kashmir who displayed 
unmatched courage and 
made the supreme sacri-
fice during the 1999 Kargil 
War. Commemorative 
events were held across 
Jammu, Kathua, RS Pura, 
Hiranagar and Mendhar 
to honor these heroes and 
acknowledge the unwaver-
ing spirit of their families.

From the 13 Jammu & 
Kashmir Rifles (Kargil), 
Major Ajay Singh Jasrotia, 
Sena Medal, Lance Naik 
Harish Pal, Sena Medal 
and Havildar Jagan Nath 
laid down their lives in 
the treacherous heights 
of Kargil. Fighting against 
all odds they led from the 
front and carved a legacy 
of heroism that continues 
to inspire generations.

From the 12 Jammu & 
Kashmir Light Infantry, 
Havildar A.B. Kareem, 
Havildar Daler Singh, 
Havildar Rajinder Singh, 
Rifleman Ravinder Singh, 
Lance Havildar Yougal 
Kishore, Rifleman Rattan 
Chand, Naik Surjeet Singh 
and Naik Pawan Kumar 
displayed extraordinary 
valor across various bat-
tlefronts. Their bravery, 
unity and sacrifice played 

a crucial role in turning 
the tide of the war.

The 8 Sikh Regiment’s 
Subedar Ravail Singh, Sena 
Medal and Sepoy Balwind-
er Singh fought fiercely at 
strategic locations such 
as Tiger Hill, forcing the 
enemy into retreat. Their 
valor remains etched in 
the collective memory of 
a grateful nation.

From the 9 Mahar 
Regiment, Sepoy Raman 
Kumar made the ultimate 
sacrifice during intense 
enemy offensives, stand-
ing tall in the face of 
danger.

In the 18 Grenadiers, 
Havildar Madan Lal, 
Vir Chakra and Gunner 
Swaran Singh, Sena Medal, 
fought till their last breath, 
defending the motherland 
with unmatched devotion 
and courage.

From the 28 Rashtriya 
Rifles, Rifleman Manzoor 
Hussain laid down his life 
in counter-terror opera-

tions, exemplifying the 
spirit of duty beyond the 
battlefield.

Special outreach and 
tribute events were held 
in the hometowns of 
these bravehearts. The 
Indian Army visited their 
families, presenting them 
with mementoes and let-
ters of gratitude—symbols 
of a nation’s everlasting 
respect. These moments 
were not mere ceremonies 
but profound gestures of 
remembrance and honor.

An Army officer 
remarked, "These stories 
of valor are not just a part 
of history—they are the 
soul of our nation." As 
India marks 26 years of 
Kargil victory, the sacrific-
es of Major Jasrotia, Sube-
dar Ravail Singh, Havildar 
Madan Lal and all their 
comrades remain a living 
flame of courage, duty and 
patriotism.

Jai Hind. Vande Mata-
ram.

CO 9 JAK LI listens problems 
of ex-servicemen

HT NEWS SERVICE
AKHNOOR, JULY 12

An interactive confer-
ence was organised by 
the Commanding Offi-
cer of 9 JAK LI with ex-
servicemen, Veer Naris 
and widows today. Briga-
dier DN Sharma, Brigade 
Commander, 52 Brigade 
was the Chief Guest. Most 
of the members of Ex-
Servicemen Welfare Asso-
ciation Akhnoor attended 
it and President of the 
Association, Veteran S. 
Lakhbir Singh discussed 
the grievances of the ex-
servicemen. Addressing 
the gathering, the Brigade 
Commander said,

To our ex-servicemen: 
You may have retired, but 
your contribution contin-
ues to inspire the ranks 
every day. Your discipline, 
valour and dedication laid 

the foundation on which 
the Indian Army stands 
today. We are committed 
to ensure that you get all 
the entitled benefits, pen-
sion, medical aid through 
ECHS, and assistance 
in rehabilitation and 
employment opportuni-
ties and to the Veer Naris, 
he said,

You are not alone - you 
are an inseparable part of 
the Army.  We are here 
to support you in every 
possible way - whether it 
is a pension issue, legal 
aid, housing assistance, 
or emotional well-being. 
We salute your patience 
and promise that the sac-
rifice of your loved ones 
will never be forgotten. 
A wonderful lunch was 
served and the Brigade 
Commander met every-
one in the conference one 
by one.
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Selection Trials for 9th Pencak 

Silat Federation Cup 2025

 � HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JULY 14: The Pencak Silat 
Association of J&K is conducting selection 
trials for the 9th Pencak Silat Federation 
Cup 2025 on July 29, 2025, at the Indoor 
Stadium Polo Ground, Srinagar.

The trials are open to junior boys and 
girls who aspire to represent their state/
region in the prestigious tournament. 
Senior men and women athletes can also 
participate in the available weight catego-
ries and events.

The selection trials will be held on July 
29, 2025 at Indoor Stadium Polo Ground, 
Srinagar

Events:
Tanding (Match/Fighting)
Tunggal (Single-Player Artistic)
Ganda (Two-Player Artistic Team)

Regu (Three-Player Artistic Team)
Solo (Single Artistic)
Eligibility:
Junior Boys and Girls: should bring their 

date of birth certificate along with them 
and 2 passport size photographs too.

Selected players will face the 
screening committee on 30th July 2025 
accordingly.

All the interested players will register 
their names through their concern 
district association by or before 20th July 
2025. No entry will be accepted after the 
deadline.

The selection trials will be held under 
the supervision of observers from J&K 
Sports Council itself.

For further information please contact 
on+91 97971 94893 or email us at jksilat@
gmail.com

Varun Aaron appointed SRH 
bowling coach ahead of IPL 2026

 � United News of India

NEW DELHI: Varun Aaron, the 
former India fast bowler, has joined 
Sunrisers Hyderabad as bowling 
coach ahead of IPL 2026. Aaron 
replaces New Zealand left-arm 
seamer James Franklin in the role.

This is the first time Aaron, 35, 
will be working in a coaching 
capacity, having retired from all 
forms of cricket in January this 
year. He joins the support staff 
group currently headed by Daniel 
Vettori.

Since the middle of 2024, Aaron 
has been working with trainees at 
the MRF Pace Academy in Chennai 
as a consultant. It's an institution 
that played a massive role in his 
rise as a fast bowling talent who 
burst through the ranks in 2010-11 
with Jharkhand.

Aaron's own career was stop-
start due to multiple stress frac-
tures. He played nine Tests and 
nine ODIs in all, the last of those 
coming in November 2015, a Test 
against South Africa in Bengaluru.

Aaron's Test career is best 
remembered for the ball he bowled 
to Stuart Broad during the England 
tour of 2014. Aaron's bouncer hit 
Broad on the face, leaving him with 

a broken nose that required sur-
gery, and two black eyes after he 
top-edged the ball into the grille 
of his helmet.

He represented Delhi Daredev-
ils, Royal Challengers Bengaluru, 

Rajasthan Royals, Kolkata Knight 
Riders, Kings XI Punjab and Guja-
rat Titans during his IPL career. In 
52 matches, he picked up 44 wick-
ets at an economy of 8.93. Aaron's 
most recent stint as a player was 

in 2022, when he was part of GT's 
title-winning run.

Since retirement, Aaron has 
also been involved in the game 
as an analyst, including with 
ESPNcricinfo.


