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DC Kupwara Chairs NCORD
meeting, directed
concerned officers to
intensify the IEC activities

;

Joint Efforts to Revive Tourism is Need
of the Hour : CM Omar Abdullah

Highlights Adventure Tourism, Stressed for Infrastructure Upgradation at New Destinations

B HTNEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 17:Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah today held an interac-
tive session with a visiting delegation
of the Indian Association of Tour Oper-
ators (IATO) and acknowledged their
continued interest and efforts in pro-
moting Jammu and Kashmir as a pre-
mier tourist destination.

The interaction was attended by
Advisor to the Chief Minister Nasir
Aslam Wani, Commissioner Secretary
Tourism Yasha Mudgal, Director Tour-
ism Kashmir Raja Yaqoob Farooq,
President IATO Ravi Gosain, senior

officials, key tourism stakeholders and
IATO office bearers.“We are very grate-
ful to IATO for coming here and orga-

nizing this visit, because trust works

both ways.
SEE FULL ON .....PAGE 02

[ Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
receives first batch of Hajj
Pilgrims at Srinagar Airport

B HTNEWS DESK

SRINAGAR,JUNE 17: Chief Minister,
OmarAbdullah received the firstbatch
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pilgrims from Jammuand Kashmirwho =
performed the sacred pilgrimage of
Hajj-e-Baitullah this year.

— SEE FULL ON .....PAGE 02

Iran-Israel Conflict: ‘First batch of 90
Kashmiri Students to Board Flight Today

J&K Govt Enforces Aerial Restrictions

B HTNEWS DESK/KNO

Srinagar, Jun 17: Amid esca-
lating tensions between Iran
and Israel, at least 90 students
of Kashmir studying in Iran on
Tuesday evening reached the
capitalcity, Yerevan,in Armenia
and are expected to board a
flight to New Delhi on Wednes-
day.

National Convenor of Jammu
and Kashmir Students Associa-
tion (JKSA), Nasir Khuehami
informed the news agency—

thatatleast 90 students of Kash-
mir studying in Iran have safe-
ly crossed the border into
Armenia.

He said that besides Kash-
miri students, nearly 20 stu-
dents from other states have
also reached Yerevan.

“All the Indian students who
had crossed the Iran-Armenia
border have now safely reached
Yerevan in Armenia. This
includes around 90 students

SEE FULL ON .....PAGE 02!

Over Amarnath Yatra Routes
Amarnath Yatra routes declared ‘no flying zone’

B HTNEWS DESK/KNO

SRINAGAR, JUN 17 In a sig-
nificant security measure, the
J&K administration has
declared the entire Amarnath
Yatra route a ‘no flying zone’
for the period of pilgrimage
this year.

As per the news agency—,
ahead of the beginning of the

pilgrimage, the Union Terri-
tory’s Home department,

which is under direct control
of Lieutenant Governor, has
declared all the routes of Ama-
rnath Yatra as ‘no flying zone’
including both Pahalgam axis
& Baltal axis.

The restriction applies to
all types of aerial devices
including UAVSs, drones, and
balloons.

SEE FULL ON .....PAGE 02

Ensure Safe, Incident Free
Amarnath Yatra: Union Home
Secy to Security Top Brass

Chairs high level meet in Srinagar, finalizes

security plan for annual pilgrimage

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Jun 17: Union
Home Secretary Govind
Mohan on Tuesday directed
the security top brass to
ensure safeandincident free
forthcoming Amarnath
Yatra, slated to commence
on July 3.

Chairing a high-level
review meeting here tofinal-
ize the security plan for the
upcoming 38-day annual
pilgrimage, the Union Home
Secretary, according to the
newsagency—,calledonthe
officers to put foolproof secu-
rity measuresin place for the
safety of the pilgrims.

Sources told that senior
officials from J&K Police,
Army, paramilitary forces,
including CRPF, SSB, ITBPBSF,
and intelligence agencies
attended the meeting.

The participantsincluded
J&K Chief Secretary, Atal
Duloo, Director General of
J&K Police, Nalin Prabhat,
Director General of National
Investigation Agency (NIA),
Director Generals of Border
Security Force (BSF), Sashas-
traSeemaBal (SSB)and Rail-

way Protection Force (RPF),
Additional Director Generals
of Central Reserve Police
Force and BSE. Joint Director
Intelligence Bureau, Principal
Home Secretary Kashmir,
Northern Command GOC15
Corps, GOCs pf 16 and 9
Corps, Additional Director
General (ADG) CID, Special
Director Intelligence Bureau,
ChairmanRailwayBoard, IG
BSF Jammu, Joint Secretary
Jammu and KashmirLadakh,
ADG ITBP, Special DG Coor-
dination, GM Northern Rail-
way, IG NIA, IG CRPF, CEO
Shrine Board, IGP Kashmir,
IGPJammu, DivCom Kashmir
and Div Com Jammu.
Sourcestold KNO thatthe
Union Home Secretary
reviewed the security pre-
paredness and held delib-
erations about the prevailing
security scenarioin J&K.The

SEE FULL ON .....PAGE 02

DivCom-led Panelto
Review Sgr Master

Plan-2035
B HTNEWSDESK

SRINAGAR, JUN 17: Jammu and
Kashmir Government on Tuesday
constituted a seven-member panel
led by Divisional Commissioner,
Kashmir to undertake short term
review of Srinagar Master Plan-2035.

According to an order issued by
Commissioner Secretary to the Gov-
ernment, M Raju, a copy of which
lies with the news agency—the com-
mittee has been constituted to
examine the feasibility of TPS areas,
and identify any TPS area, if neces

SEE FULL ON .....PAGE 02|
In afirst, Consighment

of Cherries From J&K
Arrivesin Saudi Arabia
B HTNEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUN 17: In a first, a
premium consignment of cherries
from Jammu and Kashmir has suc-
cessfullymade its way to Saudi Ara-
bia, marking a new milestone in
agricultural exports from the Union
Territory.As per the Embassy of India
inRiyadh, the cherries are now avail-
able for consumers in the Kingdom
to enjoy.According to the details

SEE FULL ON .....PAGE 02!

Govt embarks on Ambitious Plans to Establish

B HTNEWS DESK

SRINAGAR,JUNE17:
The government, under
the stewardship of
Chief Minister, Omar
Abdullah,isembarking
on ambitious plans to
establish Jammu and

J&K as emerging Industrial Destination: Dy CM

Addresses NCSS Implementation Conference, Strategy Workshop 2025Directions for Immediate Improvements

mentation Conference
and Strategy Workshop
2025” at Sanat Ghar,
BeminaThe conference
was organised by

Kashmirasanemerging This was stated by
industrial destination  Deputy Chief Minister,
with proper mounting  Surinder Choudhary,
of new vision for busi-  while addressing the
nessgrowthinthecur- “New Central Sector
rent fiscal. Scheme (NCSS); Imple-

SEE FULL ON .....PAGE 02

B HTNEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUN 17: While the
weatherman here has predicted
rainsand thunderstorms for the next
one week, the maximum tempera-
ture hasrisen across Kashmir while
it continued to settle below normal
in Jammu on Tuesday.

Details obtained by the news
agency—revealed that Srinagar, the
summer capital of Jammuand Kash-
mir, along with other parts of the
valley, once again witnessed above
normal temperature with mercury

Temp Rises in Kashmir, Settles
Below Normalin Jammu

settling at 30.5 degrees Celsius in
the city on Tuesday.

Qazigund, a gateway of Kashmir,
recorded a maximum temperature
0f 29.6 degrees Celsius while Pahal-
gam recorded 24.2 degrees Celsius.
In Kokernag, the mercury settled at
28.4degrees Celsius while Kupwara
and Gulmarg, a famous ski resort,
recorded 29.3 degrees Celsius and
19.6 degrees Celsius respectively.

Jammu division, however, con-
tinued torecord below normal tem-
peratures, with the winter capital of

SEE FULL ON .....PAGE 02!

Speaker Legislative Assembly Visits

Kargoom, Palpora in Charar-i-Sharief
Reviews development works, meets public delegations

B HTNEWSDESK

BUDGAM, JUNE 17: Speaker, Jam-
muand Kashmir Legislative Assembly,
Abdul Rahim Rather, today conducted
an extensive tour of Charar-i-Sharief
constituency in Budgam district.

The Speaker reviewed the progress
on various ongoing developmental
projectsand had afirst-hand apprais-
al of the pace and quality of work. He
emphasized the importance of expe-

@ 00 ©

SDD Unveils HSDP for Mega Skilling of JK Populace
CS lays emphasis on achieving set targets

B HTNEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 17: Jammu and
Kashmir is all set to embark on a
transformative journeyinskill devel-
opment with the unveiling of Holis-
tic Skill Development Plan (HSDP),
acomprehensive strategy aimed at
creating a future-ready workforce
and fostering sustainable economic
growth.

The plan was presented to Chief
Secretary, Atal Dulloo, which out-
lines the ambitious goals and stra-
tegic interventions across various
sectors.

Present on the occasion were ACS,
Higher Education Department; Prin-
cipal Secretary, School Education;

Secretary, Skill Development
Department (SDD); MD, Skill Devel-
opment Mission besides Director,
Skill Development along with oth-
er concerned officers.

The ChiefSecretary emphasized
that the true impact of the plan lies

in its effective implementation at
the grassrootslevel. He underscored
the need for seamless coordination
between the Education and Skill
Developmentdepartment, terming
it essential for the plan's successful
SEE FULL ON .....PAGE 02

Minister Satish Sharma Inaugurates Key Road Projects, Distributes

Relief Kits, and Felicitates Meritorious Students in Akhnoor

B HTNEWS DESK

JAMMU, JUNE 17:In a
significant step towards
infrastructure develop-
ment and community
welfare, , Minister for
Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs, Transport,
Science and Technology,
Information Technology,
Youth Services & Sports,
and ARI& Training, Satish
Sharmatodayinaugurated
keyroad macadamization
works under the PMGSY
and PWD schemes in the

Akhnoor region.
Aspartofthe develop-
mental initiatives, the

Minister inaugurated the
PMGSY road from Chowki-
Choura to Ghar Majoor

village, covering a length
of 8.150 km, constructed
atanestimated cost of Rs.
1.40 crore. Additionally, he
flagged offthe macadam-
ization of the PWD road
from Panyato Bindigala, a
project approved at an
estimated cost of Rs. 4.67
crore,withanallotted cost
ofRs.3.30crore, spanning
3.5 km.
Inacompassionate out-
reach effort, free ration
kits were distributed
among residents of Pan
SEE FULL ON .....PAGE 02|

diting the execution of these projects

to ensure their timely completion.
As part of his outreach efforts, the

Speaker held public interaction pro-

grammes at Kargoom and Palpora,
where he met with thelocal residents
and listened to their concerns and
demands.

The locals expressed appreciation
for the visit and raised issues related
toinfrastructure, public services and
basic amenities.

The Speakerdirected the concerned
officers and departmental heads to
ensure prompt service delivery and
effective grievance redressal

SEE FULL ON .....PAGE 02

Modi Government Committed to Bringing
Citizens Home Safely: Sunil Sharma

B HTNEWS DESK/KNS

JAMMU, JUNE 17: Senior BJP
leader Sunil Sharma on Tuesday
reiterated the Modi government's
firm commitment to safeguarding
the lives and interests of Indian
citizens living abroad.

According to Kashmir News Ser-
vice (KNS),Sharmaemphasized the

strength and responsiveness of the
Ministry of External Affairs under
the current administration.

"Our Ministry of External Affairs
is strong and decisive. The Modi
government has proven time and
again thatit stands by every Indian,
no matter where they are in the
world,"” Sharma said.

He wasresponding toaquestion

about students from Jammu & Kash-
mirreportedly stranded in war-torn
[ran.

Sharma noted that the govern-
ment has consistently acted to
ensure that any Indian citizen in
distress is brought home safely,
including to Jammu & Kashmir or
any part of the country.

SEE FULL ON .....PAGE 02
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Your presence assures us that we are on
the right path,” the Chief Minister remarked
while addressing the gathering.

Referring to the tragic incident in earlier
this year, the Chief Minister said, “To call it
unfortunate would be an understatement. It
impacted not just 26 families directly but
affected the confidence of many more. Just
when the season had begun to look promis-
ing, the downturn by mid-June was quite
telling.”

Highlighting the resilience of the tourism
sector, Omar Abdullah expressed optimism
about the revival. “Since the 2022 season,
we've seen a surge in tourist vehicles. It was
encouraging to see Srinagar bustling with
activity, taxis withluggage on rooftops head-
ing to Pahalgam, Gulmarg, and beyond.”

He stressed that the goal is not to have
tourists visit Kashmir just once. “We want
them to return again and again. That's why
your feedbackis essential—forimproving the
experience, enhancing infrastructure and
expanding the adventure tourism potential.”

Touching on the progress of developing
nine new destinations, the Chief Minister said
the government is working closely with the
Government of India to develop and opera-
tionalize them. “Destinations across both
Jammu and Kashmir hold immense tourism
potential, and both regions will be equally
promoted.”

On infrastructure and connectivity, the
Chief Minister noted the popularity of the
new train services to Kashmir and promised
to take up the issue of capacity constraints
with the Ministry of Railways. “The demand
is growing, and we will explore increasing
train length and frequency.”

He also underscored the importance of
reopening destinations that were temporar-
ily shut post-tragedy. “We have begun this
process.It’samatter of restoring confidence—
for tourists and for ourselves.”

Addressing the scope for adventure tour-
ism, Omar Abdullah mentioned new ideas
being explored in places like Betab Valley in
Pahalgamand Gulmarg. “Zip-lining, mountain
biking, and summer trekking could redefine
these locations. We're in touch with nation-
al-level adventure infrastructure providers
to bring these ideas to life.”

He also welcomed IATO’s proposal for a
promotional tourism event later this year.
“Welook forward to sending a sizable delega-
tion from J&K, both government and private
stakeholders, to showcase the valley's offer-
ings.”

PresidentIATO Ravi Gosain, in hisaddress,
assured full support from the Association in
promoting Kashmir across domestic and
international markets. “We are committed
to showcasing Kashmir’s beauty and culture
to the world,” he said.

The Chief Minister expressed his gratitude
to the visiting delegation and reaffirmed the
government'scommitment to elevating Kash-
mir’s tourism potential through partnership,
innovationand sustained promotional efforts.

Earlier during the interaction, the visiting
IATO delegation also shared their observa-
tions, feedback and valuable suggestions
regarding their visit to the Valley and the way
forward for tourism revival in the aftermath
ofthe tragic April 22 terror attack at Baisaran
that targeted tourists.

They appreciated the efforts of the govern-
ment in restoring a sense of security and
normalcy, while also emphasizing the need
for sustained confidence-building measures,
better infrastructure and targeted promo-
tional campaigns to reassure both domestic
and international travelers. The delegates
reiterated their commitment to partner with
the governmentin repositioningJammuand
Kashmir as a safe, premier and vibrant trav-
el destination.

MASTERPLAN

sary for the removal of the precondition
with respect to issuing of building permis-
sions in such areas.

The committee comprises Divisional Com-
missioner, Kashmir as Chairman, Vice Chair-
man, Srinagar development Authority as
Member Secretary. The members include
Commissioner Srinagar Municipal Corpora-
tion, Vice-Chairman J&K Lake Conservation
and Management Authority, Chief Town
Planner Town Planning Organization, Kash-
mir and representatives of Department of
Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs (not
below the rank of Additional Secretary).

The panel hasbeen tasked to examine the
ordersanddirectionsissued by the High Court
of J]&K and Ladakh from time to time, and on
the basis of court orders, in case of buffer
zones of Dal and Nigeen lakes, and to accord-
ingly propose amendments to the Master
Plan-2035 to incorporate the court direc-
tions—(KNO)

SEC HOME

meeting discussed detailed security and
logistical assessment for the pilgrimage, which
attracts lakhs of devotees from across the
country.

The meeting, sources said, dwelt upon
every aspect - from route security, commu-

@ 00 ©

nication systems, to medical and disaster
preparedness. “Emphasis was laid on ensur-
ing that all necessary arrangements should
be putinplaceinclose coordination with the
J&K administration and security forces. The
officials discussed multi-tier security,
enhanced intelligence coordination, and
uninterrupted logistical support, they added.

Sources said that the Union Home Secre-
tary was informed that a close monitoring
mechanism has been activated to respond
swiftly to any emerging situation and the
intelligence grid is functioning proactively,
and thejoint security drills, surveillance along
the yatra routes have already begun. “The
vulnerable points have beenidentified. Drone
surveillance, night patrolling, and road-
opening parties haveincreased thevigil,” the
Home Secretary was told.

He was informed that the arrangements
for RFID tracking of yatris, real-time weath-
er alerts, emergency evacuation protocols,
and dedicated health camps have been put
in place to ensure the smooth conduct of the
yatra. A multi-layer security grid, including
both ground forces and aerial surveillance,
would be activated ahead of the yatra.

Thisyear’s Amarnath Yatrais taking place
in the aftermath of the April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack, which left 26 persons, mostly
tourists dead. The authorities are taking no
chanceswith the security arrangementsbeing
put in place for the Yatra.

A multi-layered security manned by the
Army, CAPFs and the J&K Police is already in
place at the cave shrine, base camps and
transit camps in addition to the route right
from Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas in Jammu
(starting point) for escorted convoys carrying
the pilgrims to Baltal and Pahalgam.

Authorities have made arrangements for
real-time weather alerts, emergency evacu-
ation protocols, and dedicated health camps
to ensure the smooth conduct of the yatra—
(KNO)

YATRA

After Home department’s directive, the
authorities, in a separate notice, said that
helicopter services wouldn’t be available for
Yatris this year.

Citing the ‘no flying zone’ directive, the
authorities said that pilgrims can reach the
Shrine through foot oravail services of Ponies
and Palkis.

These restrictions would be applicable
from July 01 to August 10. The move comes
after the Ministry of Home Affairs, advised
the ] & K government to do so.

According to the Home Department’s
order, these restrictions, however, shall not
apply to cases of medical evacuation, disaster
management, or surveillance operations
conducted by security forces.

Adetailed Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP for such exceptions will be issued sub-
sequently, the order states.

The annual Amarnath Yatra will com-
mence from July 03 and culminate on August
09.

In view of the Pahalgam attack, addi-
tional security measures have been under-
taken this year for peaceful conduct of the
Yatra. As many as 580 companies of Central
Armed Paramilitary Forces (CAPF) are being
deployed for the safety of the pilgrims—(KNO)

STUDENTS

from Kashmir Valley, along with others
from various Indian states, making a total of
approximately 110 students from Urmia
Medical University,” he said.

Khuehami said the students have been
received and accommodated at their desig-
nated location in hotels. "Their flight from
Armeniato Delhiis scheduled for tomorrow,
withall necessary arrangements being facil-
itated in coordination with the Indian author-
ities," he said.

Meanwhile, JKSA has appealed to the
External Affairs Minister Dr S. Jaishankar for
the immediate evacuation of Kashmiri stu-
dentsstrandedinIranasthe conflictbetween
IranandIsrael intensifies, pushing the region
to the brink of a full-scale war.

The association raised alarm over the
deteriorating security conditions, warning
thathundreds of Indian students, mostly from
Jammu and Kashmir, are stranded amid
ongoing airstrikes, missile barrages, and
widespread fear.

The Embassy of Indiain Tehran on Monday
said it has made arrangements for the evac-
uation of Indian students and may be permit-
ted to leave the Universities.

The embassy, in an official communique
todifferent universities, said, “We have made
arrangements for their evacuation. They may
be permitted to leave the university and are
being facilitated by the Embassy of India,
Tehran."

Atleast600 students of India, mainly from
Kashmir, were relocated to safer places on
Monday—(KNO)

DYCM

the Directorate of Industries & Commerce,
Kashmir, with an aim to bring together the
key stakeholders from across J&K to celebrate

the achievements under the NCSS-2021 and
chartthe course for the coming financial year.

Commissioner Secretary I&C, Vikramjit
Singh, was the Guest of Honour while Director
I&C Kashmir, Khalid Majeed, senior officials
and General Manager besides other concerned
officials from District Industries Centres (DICs)
were present in the Conference.

The Deputy Chief Minister was informed
that the scheme NCSS-2021, which will be
operational till 31st March 2037, offers robust
incentives for new units, existing units and
those undergoing substantial expansion across
manufacturing and service sectors.

The Deputy Chief Minister emphasized the
transformative role of NCSS-2021 with a total
financialoutlayof 28,400 crore.Heasserted
that the momentum should be maintained
throughout the scheme implementation peri-
od and advised all the General Managers of
DICs to ensure resolution of any grievance of
the Unit holders and be proactive in disposal
of cases.

Emphasizing on rapid industrial growth,
the DyCM exhorted onbuilding atransparent,
accountable and growth-oriented industrial
ecosystem in the region. He underscored the
importance of continuousinstitutional support,
real-time monitoring through the JKNIS Por-
tal and proactive coordination with DPIIT to
ensure efficient delivery of scheme incentives.

The workshop also included a felicitation
ceremony in honour of the top-performing
DICs and Functional Managers/ IPOs and PIU
Team from Ernst and Young under NCSS and
IDS.

Earlier,a comprehensive presentation was
displayed by the Director, Industries & Com-
merce, Kashmir, on implementation status of
NCSS and the Industrial Development Scheme
(IDS), showcasing key milestones achieved
and outlining targets for FY 2025-26.

The event concluded with a vote of thanks,
followed by a networking session and focused
discussions on operational challenges.

cs

execution.

Highlighting the significance of skill devel-
opment, Dulloo stated thatitisacornerstone
for securing sustainable livelihoods for the
people. He further noted that the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 offers a clear
roadmap to guide this transformative mission.

Reviewing the Department’s progress
under schemes like PM Vishwakarma and
PMKVY, the Chief Secretary asked the officials
to go beyond basic training. He stressed the
importance of complimenting skill-building
efforts with distribution of toolkits and access
to credit linkages to truly empower the ben-
eficiariesand enhance theirlivelihood oppor-
tunities.

ACS, Higher Education Department, Shan-
tmanu, in his remarks, made out that a lot of
transformative work had been done to link
the education sector with the vocational
courses to enhance employability of the
students. He acknowledged that the depart-
ment has a greater role to play in view of the
objectives set under NEP-2020 and this skill-
ing plan as well.

Principal Secretary, SED, Ram Niwas
Sharma, also gave his inputs about the time
bound implementation of the skilling plan
besides ensuring about the seamless coordi-
nation with SDD in making the strategy to
achieve these goals without facing any hin-
drance.

Secretary, SDD, Kumar Rajeev Ranjan,
while highlighting the plan informed that
J&K has strengthened its skilling infrastruc-
ture to a larger extent in the past few years.
Herevealed that there are currently 54 Gov-
ernment ITIs offering 71 trades with enrol-
ment of 12,600 admissions taken against a
capacity of 12,832 students. Similarly, the
region has 22 Government Polytechnics
offering 18 trades with an intake capacity of
3,275 students and corresponding enrolment
of 3,200 admissions in 2024, he added.

The main focal point of this meeting was
the discussion on the Holistic Skill Develop-
ment Plan (HSDP) created by the department,
envisioning empowerment of every indi-
vidual with relevant skills, entrepreneurial
mindset and livelihood opportunities, lead-
ingtosustainable employmentand enterprise
creation.

The plan delineates four tracks of skilling
program-Skilling for School Explorer (Age
14-18) which focuses on early vocational
exposure and foundational skills. This is fol-
lowed by Skilling for Career Launch-Pad (Age
18-22) which envisages equipping the stu-
dents with job-ready certifications and entre-
preneurial orientation.

The 3rd path comprises of ‘Skilling for Job
&Entrepreneurship Accelerator’ (Age 22-35)
enabling youth to choose between employ-
ment, entrepreneurship or competitive
exams. The fourth one is ‘Skilling for Liveli-
hood Enabler’ (Age 35-59) which would sup-
port re-skilling for sustainable livelihoods
and promote home-based/self employment.

The key challenges identified in HSDP
implementation were set in the shape of the
skilling ecosystem in J&K facing weak place-
ment linkages, lack of upskilling pathways,
limited access to skilling, poor delivery, out-
dated curriculum and lack of industry feed-
back.

The plan simultaneously proposed inter-
ventions propelled by the force of4 E'sengine
constituting the Establish, Enrich, Execute
and Empower strategy. The firstengine aims
at establishing institutional support by
strengthening the J&K Skill Development
Mission, industry engagements, district skill
planning and establishing a J&K Skills Uni-
versity as a central hub with model ITIs/
Polytechnics as nodes.

The Enrich part focuses on curriculum
upgradation, aligning the training content
with market demand. It also encompasses
adopting model curricula, introducing prior-
ity sector tracks for new-age skills (Al, ML,
Green Economy) and building 21st-century
life skills and digital competencies. The Exe-
cute part focuses on efficient delivery by
improving trainee mobilization, manpower
management (trainer identification and
capacity building), enhancing experiential
learning through apprenticeships and dual
system of training and providing structured
offline placement support.

The whole strategyisenvisaged toempow-
er by building the enabling ecosystem
throughout J&K. This pillar of the strategy
also features developing the Mission YUVA
App as a one-stop platform, implementing a
Skills Passport system and facilitating the
financing for skilling through loan schemes
and vouchers.

Other focused initiatives constitute engag-
ing Village-Level Skill Mitras/YUVA Saathis,
who are trained volunteers at the Panchayat
level to mobilize youth and link them with
the schemes. For artisans and weavers, it
envisions ‘Mission Artisan 2047’,adedicated
vertical to preserve and modernize tradi-
tional crafts.

About the implementation, it was set out
that the strategy will involve a multi-tier
approach at Block, District and Divisional
levels, ensuring convergence of UT and Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes.

The planalsoemphasizes diverse training
modes, including satellite campuses, online
skilling, classroom training and mandatory
on-the-job training.

SATISH SHARMA

chayat Gigrial, Block Khour, who were
recently affected by border firing and distur-
bances. The initiative was executed in col-
laboration with the Impact GuruFoundation
(IGF), a reputed NGO actively working in
conflict-affected areas.

On the occasion, a special felicitation cer-
emony was organized at Kohinoor Restaurant,
Akhnoor, to honour meritorious students of
the Chamb Constituency who scored above
90% in recent board examinations.

The Minister presented appreciation cer-
tificates and mementoes to the achievers,
acknowledging their hard work and motivat-
ing them to continue excellingin academics.

During his visit, the Minister also inter-
acted with various local deputations, who
brought forthissuesrelated todamagedroads,
drinking water shortages, and other civic
concerns.

Minister Sharma patiently listened to the
grievances and assured timely redressal
through active coordination with the con-
cerned departments,emphasizing that pub-
lic welfare remains a top priority.

The Minister was accompanied by Sub-
Divisional level Officers, and prominent
citizens.

SUNIL SHARMA

"We want to assure the people that the
Indian government, under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, takes swift action through
our foreign ministry to prevent any harm to
Indian nationals abroad," he added.

Calling for calmand cooperation, he urged
the public and media to trust the efforts of
the governmentand the Ministry of External
Affairs. "There is full hope and faith in the
system. Our foreign policyis driven by nation-
alinterest and the safety of every Indian," he
concluded.(KNS)

TEMP

the region recording a maximum tem-
perature of 35.5 degrees Celsius.

Banihal recorded 28.2 degrees Celsius,
Batote 27.1 degrees Celsius, Katra31.8 degrees
Celsius and Bhaderwah 27.2 degrees Celsius.

Pertinently, Director MeT, Dr Mukhtar
Ahmad had told KNO that there is a possibil-
ity ofabriefspell of rain, thundershower with
gusty winds at isolated to scattered places
till June 20.

However, he said that generally cloudy
weather with intermittent spells of rain and
thundershower is expected at many places
between June 21 and June 23. Amidst the
forecast, the farmers have been advised to
continue the farm operations—(KNO)

CHERRY

collected by the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), the embassy’s com-
mercial team, visited Lulu Supermarket in
Riyadh, Saudhi Arabia to receive and offi-
cially launch the consignment.

The Embassy also shared the development

through its official handle, stating that this
unique product highlights the growing export
potential of Indian produce in global markets,
especially high-quality fruits from Jammu
and Kashmir.

Moreover, the Embassy also shared on
Twitter (formerly), X wrote, the first ever
consignment of premium cherries from Kash-
mirhasarrivedin the Kingdom Saudi Arabia.

“Cherries from Jammu & Kashmir arrive
in Saudi Arabia! The first ever consignment
of premium cherries from Jammu & Kashmir
has arrived in the Kingdom & are available
to be savored by all. Embassy Commercial
team led by Counsellor (Commerce) Ms
Manusmriti visited the Lulu Supermarket
and received the consignment and launched
this unique product,” reads the tweet—(KNO)

SPEAKER

mechanism. He stressed the need for
responsive governance that reaches the peo-
ple at grassroots level.

Speaking on the occasion, the Speaker
stated, “The government is committed to
reach the people at their doorsteps. Along
with the district administration, we aim to
understand the needs of the community
directly and work together to address them.”

He reaffirmed the government’s commit-
ment towards inclusive development and
citizen-centric governance, highlighting the
importance of on-ground engagement for
effective administration.

HAJJ

The Chief Minister personally welcomed
and congratulated the pilgrims on their safe
returnand smooth performance of the Arkan-
e-Hajj.

He interacted with the Hajj pilgrims and
inquired about their experiences and the
facilities provided during the pilgrimage.

The Hujaaj expressed their gratitude to
the Chief Minister and appreciated the
arrangements made for their comfort and
convenience throughout the journey.

The Chief Minister expressed his appre-
ciation for the devotion and discipline exhib-
ited by the pilgrims during the course of their
spiritual journey.

The first returning batch comprised 178
pilgrims, out of the total 3,606 pilgrims from
Jammu and Kashmir who undertook the
pilgrimage this year.

The return of this group heralds the start
of the arrival phase, which will continue over
the coming days.

The government has made elaborate
arrangements to ensure a hassle-free arrival
experience for the pilgrims. Necessary logis-
tical and transport facilities have been putin
place to facilitate their smooth journey from
the airport to their respective destinations
across Jammu and Kashmir.

Minister Javed Ahmad Dar, Advisor to the
Chief Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, MLA from
Zadibal Tanvir Sadiq, Additional Chief Secre-
tary to the CM Dheeraj Gupta, Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir Vijay Kumar Bidhuri,
Deputy Commissioner Budgam, Executive
OfficerJ&KHaj Committee Dr.Shujhat Qureshi
and other concerned officials were also pres-
ent during the reception of the Hujaaj.

MP AGA SYED RUHULLAH
MEHDI CHAIRS DISHA MEET-
ING AT GANDERBAL

GANDERBAL,JUNE 17: Member Parliament
from Srinagar Parliamentary Constituency,
Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi, today chaired the
District Development Coordination and
Monitoring Committee (DISHA) meeting in
Ganderbal to review the implementation
status and progress of Centrally Sponsored
Schemes (CSSs) across the district.

The meeting witnessed a comprehensive
review of development works and govern-
ment schemes beingimplemented in various
sectors.

Atthe outset, Deputy Commissioner Gan-
derbal, Jatin Kishore, gave a detailed presen-
tation highlighting achievements under dif-
ferent sectors including Agriculture,
Horticulture, Animal and Sheep Husbandry,
Fisheries, NRLM, Urban Livelihoods Mission,
Rural Development, R&B, Handicrafts & Han-
dlooms, Social Welfare, Education, Health,
JalShakti, Power, and Labour & Employment.

The meeting was apprised of the physical
and financial progress achieved under flag-
ship schemes like MGNREGA, PMAY-G/U,
SBM-G/U, RGSA, PMGSY, JJM, and CSS fund-
ing, among others. Progress under MPLADS
and awareness initiatives under the Nasha
Mukt Jammuand Kashmir Abhiyan were also
discussed.

Commending the efforts of the District
Administration, MP Aga Ruhullahlauded the
performance across multiple sectors and
emphasized the untapped potential of the
Agriculture and Allied sectors in Ganderbal.

He directed the District Officers of Agri-
culture and allied sectors to adopt modern
agricultural practices and technologies to
maximize productivity and benefit the local
population.
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SRINAGAR,JUNE 16: Minister
for Jal Shakti, Javed Ahmed
Rana, today conducted a com-
prehensive review of function-
ing of Water Supply Schemes
in Pir Panjal Region at Civil
Secretariat here.

The meeting, which was
attended by Director Finance,
Director Planning, Chief Engi-
neers, Superintending Engi-
neersand Executive Engineers
of Jal Shakti, aimed to assess
the current status of water sup-
plyinfrastructure and identify
the areas for improvement.

During the review, the Min-
ister emphasized the impor-
tance of meticulous planning
for the ensuing year to ensure
uninterrupted water supply to
the residents of the region. He
directed the concerned depart-
ments to prepare detailed plans,
takingintoaccounttheregion's
specific needs and challenges.

The Minister also stressed
theneed forregular water qual-
ity teststoensure the provision
of safe drinking water to the
public. He directed the Jal Jee-
van Mission (JJM) officials to
prioritize water quality moni-
toringand take corrective mea-
sures wherever necessary.

The meeting also reviewed projects of Water Supply

the progress on the ongoing Schemes in the region.

Ranaexpressed concernover
delays and directed the con-

cerned officers to fast-trackthe
completion of these projects,
ensuring high-quality work-
manship.The Minister also
reviewed the implementation
of the Jal Jeevan Mission in the
Pir Panjal Region. He empha-
sized the importance of com-
munity participation and
involvement in ensuring the
sustainability of water supply
schemes.The Minister reaf-
firmed the commitment of J&K
Government led by Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah towards
providing safe and reliable
drinking water to the residents
of J&K including the Pir Panjal
Region. He assured that his

department would work tire-
lessly to address the region's
water supply challenges and
ensure the well-being of its
residents. The Minister also
reviewed the implementation
of the Jal Jeevan Mission in the
Pir Panjal Region. He empha-
sized the importance of com-
munity participation and
involvement in ensuring the
sustainability of water supply
schemes.The Minister reaf-
firmed the commitment of JRK
Government led by Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah towards
providing safe and reliable
drinking water to the residents
of J&K including the Pir Panjal.

Committee on Public Undertakings holds
introductory-cum-review meeting

| HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 17: The
Committee on PublicUndertak-
ings of the Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly today
convened an introductory-
cum-review meeting at the
Assembly Complex, Srinagar.

The meeting was presided
over by Committee Chairman,
Ali Mohammad Sagar and
attended by the members
including Ali Mohammad Dar,
BaldevRajSharma, Mir Moham-
mad Fayaz, Ranbir Singh Patha-
nia, Showkat Hussain Ganai,
Said U Din Bhat and Tanvir
Sadiq.

The Chairman emphasised

the importance of proactive
participation fromall members
and officials in strengthening
the operations and efficiency
of Public Sector Undertakings
(PSUs).

He highlighted the urgent
need to take concrete steps for
revival ofloss-making Corpora-

tions. He stressed the impor-
tance of robust audits and
evaluations to ensure added
transparency and accountabil-
ity. Heinstructed the concerned
departments to submit the sta-
tus of publicundertakings along
with audit reports to enable
informed decision-makingand

reforms.“The aim of the Com-
mittee is to ensure that our
public undertakings are func-
tional, contributing toeconom-
ic development and creating
business and employment
opportunities for the people,”
said the Chairman.

During the session, the Prin-
cipal Accountant General
informed on the audit proce-
dures and offered recommen-
dations to further enhance the
performance of public sector
corporations in Jammu and
Kashmir. Emphasis was given
on holding Corporation wise
review meetings, while mem-
bers of the Committee commit-
ted to work collectively for
improvement in the sector.

MLA Bandipora Nizamuddin Bhat Secures
X11.05 Crore Under Samagra Plan to Kickstart
Ground-Level Educational Reforms

| HT NEWS DESK

BANDIPORA, JUNE 2025: In
abold and transformative step
towards revamping the edu-
cation system in Bandipora,
MLA Nizamuddin Bhat has
securedatotalof 11.05crore
under the centrally sponsored
Samagra Shiksha plan.This
major allocation aims to
breathe new life into the con-
stituency's academicinstitu-
tions by addressing long-
pending infrastructural gaps
and pushing for overall edu-
cational upliftment.

Ofthetotalamount, 5.97
crore hasbeen sanctioned for
79 new works in the upcom-

ing financial year 2025-26,

while 5.08 crore is already
being utilized for 44 works
currently underway as part
of the 2024-25 plan. Togeth-
er, this combined investment
of over eleven crore rupees is
settoimprove the education-
al landscape across the Ban-
dipora constituency.

The funds will be directed

towards critical areas such as
the construction of addition-
al classrooms, the establish-
ment of separate toilet blocks
for boys and girls, the building
of protective boundary walls,
and the repair and mainte-
nance of existing school infra-
structure.These interventions
are intended not just to
improve physical spaces but
to create an environment
where learning can thrive.
MLA Nizamuddin Bhat,
along with other dignitaries,
has been visiting schools and
colleges across Bandipora to
closely inspect facilities, inter-
act with students and faculty
and understand the specific
needs of each institution.

GDC Ganderbal organises

Legal Literacy Program
] HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar: Government Degree College, Gander-
bal in collaboration with the School of Law, Uni-
versity of Kashmir organised “Legal Literacy Pro-
gram in the college conference hall.

In the welcome address Lt Dr Salma Khan, head
ofthe departmentinsisted that such type of aware-
ness programs are essential for creating informed
and active citizens who can play animportantrole
in creating a just society and where justice will be
accessible to all.

Prof Fouzia Fatima, principal of the college,
impressed upon the need of empowering young
adults with knowledge of their legal and constitu-
tional rights and duties. 16 participants from the
school of Law delivered there presentations on
various laws like domestic violence, consumer
rights, mental health and well-being, sexual harass-
ment, right to education, right to legal aid.

Dr Iftikar Hussain Bhat, and Dr Junaid Aalam
from the Department of law, University of Kashmir
shared their views on how these programs enable
important stakeholders of society in understanding
laws, their entitlements, and how to access justice
services particularly Free Legal Aid meant for the
marginalised sections of society. The program was
attended by faculty members, students and cadets
of 9 J&K Girls Bn.

NIT Srinagar hosts first Alumni Association meeting

post registration; launches ‘SANGAM’ platform

[ | HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, June 17: The
NationalInstitute of Technol-
ogy(NIT)Srinagaron Tuesday
hosted theinaugural meeting
ofits newly registered Alum-
niAssociation of NIT Srinagar
(AANITS), marking a signifi-
cant step in strengthening
alumni engagement and
global outreach.The meeting
served as a platform for
detailed deliberations on
buildingarobustalumninet-
work, launching global chap-
ters, and institutionalizing
mentorship opportunities for
students. It was presided over
by Er. Aamir Ali Mir, Vice
President of AANITS and
Director of Disaster Manage-
ment, J&K. Prof. Mohammad
Shafi Mir, President AANITS,
Prof MA Shah, Dean Alumni
& International Affairs, wel-
comed the members and led
the proceedings, which also
focused on planning the 2025

Alumni Meetand enhancing
global alumni outreach.

Key office bearersinatten-
dance included Er. Ali
Mohammad Rather, General
Secretary and Former Execu-
tive Engineer, JKPDD; Er. Syed
Javed Bukhari, Secretary and
Vice President & MD of FIL
Industries Pvt. Ltd.; and Dr.
Mursaleen Hussain Moham-
mad, Additional Secretary.
Prof.Manzoor Ahmad Ahang-
er, Joint Secretary-I, Dr. Sha-
hid Saleem, Treasurer and
Prof. MA Shah, Member-
Secretaryand Dean AlA, also
participated in key discus-
sions. Dr. Dinesh Kumar
Rajendran, Coordinator, and
Dr. H.S. Pali, Associate Dean,
werealso present. Meanwhile
Abhiraj Das, Muhammad
Hussain and Malkeet Singh
also attended the meeting.

A major highlight of the
meeting was the formal
launch of SANGAM - Student-
Alumni Network for Growth,

Aspirations & Mentorship, a
visionary initiative aimed at
creating a vibrant and struc-
tured platform for alumni-
student interaction. The
SANGAM platform is
designed to build enduring
relationships between cur-
rent students and the vast
alumni base of the institute,
fosteringa culture of mentor-
ship, professional develop-
ment, and collaborative
growth.Prof.M.A.Shah,who
isspearheadingtheinitiative,
explained that SANGAM will
enable structured support for
research, innovation, and
career development by draw-
ingonthe expertise ofalum-
ni across disciplines.

He emphasized that the
initiative is aligned with the
Five-Year Vision Document
of NIT Srinagar and aims to
develop strategic partner-
ships through both regional
and international alumni
chapters.

"No More Arbitrary Pricing"; Horticulture Department To

IGNOU Opens Admissions for July
2025 Session Across 30 Study

Centres in Kashmir & Ladakh

| HT NEWS DESK/PIB

Srinagar:The Indira Gandhi Nation-
al Open University (IGNOU) has
announced the commencement of
admissions for the July 2025 session,
offering a wide array of academic
programmes including Master's,
Four-Year Undergraduate, Diploma,
and Certificate courses through its
30Study Centres located across Kash-
mirand Ladakh.Prospective students
can submit their applications online
via the University’s official portal:
https://ignouadmission.samarth.
edu.in or access the admissions link
directly from the homepage of www.
ignou.ac.in. The deadline for submis-
sion of applications is 15 July 2025.

The July 2025 cycle includes admis-
sions to over 60 new programmes,
notably Four-Year Undergraduate
Programmes (FYUP) in disciplines
such as Commerce, Economics, His-
tory, Political Science, Public Admin-

Import High-Density Plants Directly, Says Director Vikas Anand .

istration, Sociology, Anthropology,
Hindi, Sanskrit, Urdu, Social Work,
Philosophy, Biochemistry, and Facil-
ities & Service Management. In the
postgraduate domain, new offerings
include M.Sc. programmes in Geog-
raphy, Geo-Informatics, Applied
Statistics, and Renewable Energy.
To apply, candidates must first reg-
ister on the SAMARTH portal by
creating a User ID and Password and
ensure they have access to an active
mobile number, email ID, scanned
academic documents, a photograph,
and online payment options. Addi-
tionally, it is mandatory to create a
DEBID prior to starting the applica-
tion. The guide for DEB ID creation
is available here.

Dr. A.H. Rizvi, Regional Director,
IGNOU Regional Centre Srinagar,
urged aspiring learners to make the
most of this opportunity to join
India’s premier open learning insti-
tution. “IGNOU continues to expand
access to quality education across
remote and underserved regions.

Training prog. on Pension Suvidha
Portal held at Pulwama

HT NEWS DESK

[ | HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar: Director Horticulture,
Vikas Anand, said thatin order
to end the arbitrariness of
approved private companies,
the department will now
import high-density fruit plants
directly from this year. This
includes not justapple saplings
butalsowalnut,almond, hazel-
nut, and cherry varieties. He
said the government made this
decisioninview of the growing
trend of high-density orchards
and the increasing supply-
demand gap in plant availabil-
ity.

He said the private companies

@ 00 ©

approved by the department
are unable to supply high-den-
sity Italian apple plants to
orchardists on time due to
growing demand. As a result,
many farmers converting tra-
ditional orchards into high-
density ones are left waiting for
years. [ronically, he said, even
when plants arrive, they are
often found to be substandard
and diseased.
“Asaresult,farmersare notonly
wasting money but also losing
valuable time,” he added.

The Director said that moving
forward, the department will
ensure the import of high-
quality and disease-free
plants—including apples, wal-

iyl

nuts, almonds, hazelnuts, and
cherries—so that orchardists
converting to modern horticul-
ture can benefit fully. To support
this shift, nurseries are also
being set up with assistance
from a Central Government
scheme.

“With this initiative, the arbi-
trariness of registered private
companies willend, and farm-
erswill be able to access better
quality saplings on time,” he
said.

Responding to a question,
Anand acknowledged an ear-
lier newsreport fromPulwama
district highlighting the supply
of diseased saplings from Lari-
yar Tral village. He confirmed
that a departmental team had
verified that a private firm
named FruitWall had supplied
canker-affected apple saplings
toalocal orchardist. Following
this, the department issued a
show-cause notice to the com-
pany and initiated action.

“The company hasbeendirect-
edtoreplace the entire consign-
mentwithhealthy saplingsand
bear the cost of medicines as
per the agreement, which
makes the company respon-
sible for three years,” he said.

When asked about the quality
control process for imported
plants, Anand said that while a
central team comprisinga Plant
Protection Officer from the
Government of India and an
expert from Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural Sci-
encesand Technology (SKUAST)
inspects consignments abroad,
no Horticulture Department
expertis currently included in

that team.

PULWAMA, JUNE 17: District Treasury Office Pulwama today
successfully conducted a training programme for Drawing and
Disbursing Officers (DDOs) of the district, focusing on the
operationalization of the Pension Suvidha Portal.

The initiative was held in accordance with the directions of
the Director General Accounts & Treasuries, Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The training session, held at the Auditorium Hall of Govern-
ment Degree College (Boys), Pulwama, witnessed participation
from DDOs and dealing assistants of various Govt. Offices
operating under the District Treasury Pulwama.

Programme aimed to enhance the understanding and capac-
ity of the officers with respect to the newly launched Pension
Suvidha Portal, designed to streamline pension-related pro-
cesses and promote transparency and efficiency.

District Treasury Officer Pulwama highlighted the signifi-
cance of digital transformation in public financial management.
Participants were given a detailed orientation on various features
and functionalities of the portal, followed by a practical dem-
onstration.
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REMEMBRANCE

On this day 13 years ago, we lost the long
battle with destiny. It has been like decades
of separation.

We cherish every moment of your memory
as you taught us to take first steps as
children and walk on right path. After
your demise, we realized loneliness in this
materialistic world. You realized all our
dreams and religiously fulfilled duties as a
loving father. May Almighty Allah grant us
strength to carry on your legacy of honesty,
dedication and realize your unfulfilled
dreams.

From your

PUBLIC NOTICE

REGISTRATION OF NON-INSTITUTIONAL
BIRTH/DEATH EVENT

| want to register for the death event of my husband,
Noor Mohd Khatana, S/O Umar Khatana District
Anantnag with DOD as 09/10/2024 at office of the
Block Development Officer Larnoo (Registrar Birth &
Death). The said death event has occurred at home.
Anybody having any objection in this regard, can file
his/her objection in the office of BDO Larnoo within 07
days from the publication this notice.

Name: Mavi Jan
WI/O: Noor Mohd Khatana
R/o: Guridraman

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is to inform the general public that in DOB, my
ward's mother's name is wrongly entered as Urfee Jan
instead of Urfee Khalil. Now, | want to make necessary
corrections in this regard. If anybody is having any
objections, he/she may contact Office of the Executive
Officer Municipal Council Anantnag within 7 days,
after that no objections shall be entertained.

Name: Mudasir Ahmad Khan

F/O Mohammad Aatif Khan

Mother's name:Urfee Khalil

R/O Nadoora Doru
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We are deeply saddened to
hear about the passing of the
beloved mother of Mr. Imtiyaz
Ahmad Bhat (Imtiyaz Anhar) of

Lolab Varnow, a respected
member of Maijlis un Nisa.

In this difficult moment, we

extend our heartfelt
condolences to him and his
entire family. May Allah (SWT)
grant the departed soul the
highest place in

Jannat-ul-Firdous and give

strength and patience to the

bereaved family to bear this
irreparable loss.

O92=lj 4| blg < b)
"Indeed, to AIIah we belong
and to Him we shall return."

Our prayers and thoughts are
with you in this time of grief.

cE\

With deep sympathy,
Maijlis un Nisa Family

Office of the Executive Engineer

Mechanical Irrigation Division Baramulla
Short Term e-Tender

NIT No: E-090f 2025-26

For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, e-tenders In two covers are invited from experienced,
reputed and registered firms/ genuine manufacturers/authorized distributors/dealers/workshop holders / SSI Unit holders for the
following maintenance works of electromechanical equipment’s:

Cost of Estimated Time of Whether
S: Name of work tender Cost Earnest Validity completio Prog Accorded/ Tender ID no.
No. document (Rsin money |of offer : Head Position of )
(Rate in Rs) Lacs) Funds
Rewinding of 3-Phase 60 HP)|
1 Horizontal Motor at Lift Irrigation Rs. Rs. Rs.
) Scheme Achabal 2nd of MISD 50.00 0.409 818.00 2025_IFC_278987_1
Sopore.
Replacement of bearing for|
horizontal pump at Lift Irrigation Rs. Rs. Rs.
2 Scheme WaduraBala of MISD 50.00 0.062 124.00 2025_IFC_278987_2
Sopore. o
Repairing of 100 KVA HT vz:i'l‘i':;:‘:
transformer at Lift Irrigation Rs. Rs. Rs.
3 |Scheme Ashtangoo of MISD| 50.00 0.444 888.00 Budgetary | 2025_IFC_278987_3
Sopore Provisions of
. 12/ M&R ARD 2025-2
Mechanical works to be carried 0 07 days & 025-26/
. . P days (2702) AAA No. 01-
out at various Lift Irrigation Rs Rs Rs. MCO of 2025-
4. Sf:hemes of MISD Sopore viz., 50.00 0.129 258.00 26 dated: 08- 2025_IFC_278987_4
Vighbal I and II, WaduraBala, 05-2025,
Hibdangerpora and Achaballst. )
Repairing of electrical motor| Rs. Rs. Rs.
5. |starter panel at LIS Baghichetkak . y 2025_IFC_278987_5
50.00 0.24 480.00
of MISD Sopore.
Repairs to open well submersible|
horm?ntal 'type . oblock Rs. Rs. Rs.
6. pumping unit at Lift Irrigation| 50.00 0.152 304.00 2025_IFC_278987_6
Scheme Khushipora of MISD )
Sopore.

ded

i on the

The tenders consisting of qualifying/eligibility criteria, technical specifications, general and commercial terms and
conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the website https://jktenders.gov.in from 17-06-2025 (04:30 pm).
The bids shall be submitted in electronic format on the website https://jktenders.gov.in from

opening of bids.
DIPK-2611/25
Dated: 17-06-2025
Pub Date:-18-06-25

17-06-2025 (06:00 pm) to 23-06-2025 (6:55 pm). The bids upl
and date, in the office of the Executive Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division Baramulla in presence of the bidders who wish to attend.

In case offices happen to be closed due to holiday, or any other reason, on the

up to due date and time will be opened on the time

chedule date of opening, the bids will be opened on the

next working day at the scheduled time and venue.The complete bidding shall be online.Prequalification bids shall be opened online in the

office of the Executive Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division Baramulla on 24-06-2025 at 13:00 pm after which the financial bids of
qualifying bidders shall be opened on the same day. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of

Sd/-

Executive Engineer
Mechanical Irrigation Division
Baramulla

PUBLICNOTICE

I Tarig Ahmad Dar F/0 Mohammad Anas Dar R/O Mukh-
doom Pora Nowshera Srinagar, hereby declare that my
sons name in his school records shown as Mohammad
Anas instead of Mohammad Anas Dar Which is also as
per his Aadhaar card and other documents and wants to
add his cast in his school records. In this regard, if anyone
has any objection he/she may convey in The office of
Larks international School Nowshera Srinagar within a
period of 07 days from the date of publication of this
notice, After that no objection shall be entertained

Tariq Ahmad Dar
.Flo Mohammad Anas R/o Mukhdoom Pora, Dar
Nowshera Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is being notified that my name in my Aadhar
Card having Aadhar card number this
316616906398 has been wrongly mentioned as
itfaqg ahmad Laway but my actual name as per
School record is Itifaqg ahmad Laway

abdul Majeed Laway R/o Mamal Pahalgam

I m going to change my aadhar details of anyone
have queries they may contact us within 7 days

PUBLICNOTICE

It is being notified that my son ( Musavir Mehraj badroo) C/ O
Mehraaj Ud Din Badroo D.O.B had been

wrongly mentioned in his school record as 22-08-2012 but the
actual dob as per aadhar card is 15-03-2012 now | want to make its
correction if anyone have any curious please contact to the office of
SHEIKH -UL-ALLAM HANFiA SCHOOL SALLAR ANANTNAG

PUBLICNOTICE

It is being informed that the name in my electricity bill having
consumer number 02070100 1161 is only mentioned as Mohd Lateef
Wagay but actual name as per my aadhar card is Mohd Laterf Sheer-
gojri s/o Abdul Wahab Sheergojri R/O Ruhoo Anantnag

Now | want to update its name if anybody has quries they may
contact pdd department we didn't 7 days

@ 00 ©

PUBLICNOTICE

It is being informed that By mistake My daughter's name in her
aadhar card having aadhar card number 6610 8268 4087 is wrongly
mentioned as Ambreena Jan. But as per school record her actuall
name is Amreena Rashid C/O Abdul Rashid Shah. NOW | want ap-
ply forits correction if any body having any objection in this regard
he/she may contact Abdul Rashid Shah R/O Badoora Akingama
Anantnag
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PUBLICNOTICE

I am Ghulam Ahmad Dar S/o Abdul Salam Dar wants to
transfer electricity supply connection to Muzaffar Ahnad
Dar S/o Late Ghulam Ahmad Dar with consumer ID:
0206050001063, installation No : NAL2/244 , Resident of
Arifeen Colony Narbal . If any one has any objection regard-
ing this ,they will invoke Assistant executive engineer Divi-
sion Narbal within the time period of seven days . After
completion of said period , No objection will be accepted .

Muzaffar Ahmad Dar
S/o:Late, Ghulam Ahmad Dar
R/o : Arifeen Colony Narbal

PUBLICNOTICE

My name has been Wrongly Written in Electricity bill with id number
0203010004794 As Gh Nabi Khushoo while my correct name is

Ghulam Nabi Khanday know | want to correct it.

If anyone has any objection in this regard, he or she may
contact the concerned PDD Office Watal Kadal Srinagar
within seven (07) days. After that, no objections will be en-
tertained.

Name:-Ghulam Nabi Khanday
Id Number 0203010004794

PUBLICNOTICE

I, Abdul Rashid Malik, father of Hibat-un-Nisa, resident of
Check Dudipora, Tehsil Handwara, District Kupwara, hereby
declare that my daughter, a student of Class 6th at Army
Goodwill School, Budkot Handwara, has her date of birth
recorded in the school records as 05/04/2014, which is also
her actual date of birth.If anyone has any objection in this
regard, he or she may contact the concerned authority
within seven (07) days. After that, no objections will be en-
tertained.
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DAJGUA Day-3: Distt admin Pulwama organizes mega
awareness & benefit saturation camp at Nargistan Tral

Multi-sectoral engagement under DA]GUA brought service dellvery atthe doorstep of tribal population

[ | HT NEWS DESK

PULWAMA, JUNE 17: In line with the
national vision of tribal welfare and inclu-
sive development, districtadministration
Pulwamatoday organized amega Aware-
ness and Benefit Saturation Camp at Nar-
gistan Panchayat of Aripal Block under
the banner of the ongoing Dharti Aaba
Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan (DAJGUA).
The camp marked the third day of the
fifteen-daylong campaignaimed atensur-
ing 100 percent saturation of all eligible
tribal beneficiaries under various Central
and UT Government schemes. The initia-
tive envisions holistic upliftment of trib-
alcommunities through focused interven-
tions in infrastructure, healthcare,
education, livelihoods, and digital inclu-
sion.Departmentsincluding Health, Edu-
cation, Social Welfare, Rural Development,
Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal and
Sheep Husbandry, Fisheries, Industries,

Forestand others participatedinthe camp
and set up dedicated stalls to deliver on-
spot services and scheme benefits.

Each departmental stall facilitated real-
time support through on-the-spot regis-
trations, beneficiary enrolments, scheme
consultations,and awareness dissemina-
tion. Brochures, booklets and pamphlets
were also provided to enhance informed
participation.To promote digital inclusion,
aCommonService Centre (CSC) was estab-
lished at the venue. The CSCenabled ben-
eficiaries to enroll, correct, or update

various 1mportant documents such as
Aadhar Card, PAN Card, Kisan Credit Card,
Driving License, Ayushman Bharat Card,
Domicile Certificate and register for var-
ious digital services and Government
initiatives.On the occasion, Rural Develop-
ment department had set up a dedicated
desk that facilitated on-the-spotregistra-
tion of Job Cards under MGNREGA, assis-
tance with claims under the Forest Rights
Act(FRA),and saturation of eligible house-
holds under PMAY (G).Officials also sen-
sitised the public about rural infrastruc-

ture developmentinitiativesandlivelihood
convergence schemes tailored for tribal
communities. The stall attracted a sig-
nificant number of tribal beneficiaries
seeking assistance and clarity on entitle-
ments and application procedures.A sig-
nificant highlight of the event was the
health camp organized by the Health
department where residents availed free
consultation and medical services pro-
vided by ateam of doctors and paramed-
ics. Special focus was laid on awareness
regarding sickle cell disease and water-
borneillnesses, with health experts edu-
cating the community about preventive
healthcare, safe drinking practices and
early detection protocols.On-spot screen-
ings and basic diagnostics further
strengthened the preventive healthcare
outreach.The camp witnessed enthusias-
tic participation from tribal residents of
allage groups who expressed deep appre-
ciation for the government’s proactive
outreach.

Awareness prog. on
Environmental Conservation
held at Kulgam

[ | FAROOQ RATHER

KULGAM, JUNE 17: District Legal Services Authority
(DLSA), Kulgam, organised an awareness programme
on environmental conservation today at Al Hilal Resi-
dential Institution, Chawalgam.

The event, held under the chairmanship of Aijaz Ahmad
Khan, Chairman, DLSA Kulgam, witnessed the participa-
tion of Fozia Paul, Secretary, DLSA Kulgam; officials from
DLSA, LADCs, and PLVs; staff members of the host
institution; and a large number of students.

Umar Nazir, Deputy LADC and the resource person for
the session, addressed the gathering and highlighted
the importance of environmental protection. He urged
everyone, especially the youth, to actively contribute
towards maintaining a clean and safe environment for
the well-being of society.

In her address, Secretary DLSA encouraged students to
engage in plantation drives and raise awareness among
the public about the significance of planting trees and
preserving nature.

The programme concluded with a Plantation drive held
within the premises of Al Hilal Residential Institution,
which was actively participated by the Secretary DLSA,
Chairman of the Institution, LADCs, and other dignitar-
ies present.

IUST Bridges Students to

Future Opportunities through

its Outreach initiatives
m HTNEWSDESK

SDRF Kashmir Together with All JK Shia Association
Organises Training Camp for Molvis and Volunteers

n UbaidMehdi

Srinagar, 17th June 2025: In a significant
step towards strengthening on-ground
preparedness ahead of Muharram, the State
Disaster Response Force (SDRF) Kashmir,
in collaboration with the All Jammu &
Kashmir Shia Association (AJKSA), today
conducted a specialised training camp at
Imam Bargah Zadibal. The session saw
active participation from Molvis associ-
ated with AllJK Shia Association fromacross
the Valley, alongside dedicated commu-
nity volunteers.The training covered essen-
tial areas such as first aid response, basic

fire safety including the handling of fire
extinguishers,and techniques for effective
crowd management. The aim of thisinitia-
tive is to ensure that each madrassa has at
least one SDRF-trained person who can
also educate students on basic disaster
preparedness and emergency response,
thereby spreading awareness at the grass-
r oots l evel

This camp is part of a broader, ongoing
initiative spearheaded by AJKSA President
Molvi Imran Reza Ansari, who began
Muharram preparations nearly three weeks
ago. As part of this early groundwork,
meetings have already been held with

NGOs, sabeelgah owners, and volunteers
from different districts. The feedback

received during these interactions is now
being incorporated into planning and
safety measures for the upcoming days.
The collaboration between SDRF Kashmir
and AJKSAreflectsagrowing emphasis on
safety, community empowerment, and
proactive disaster readiness during large
religious gatherings, especially during the
sensitive and high-traffic Muharram peri-
od.At the conclusion of the camp, AJKSA
President Molvi Imran Reza Ansari
expressed his gratitude to the Director of
SDRF Kashmir Imtiyaz Mir for providing
the necessary staff and expertise to facili-
tate the training.

Awantipora, June 17: The Islamic University of
Science and Technology (IUST), through its School
of Engineering and Technology, recently con-
cluded a wide-ranging career counselling and
outreach drive across the Kashmir Valley. The
initiative is one of the most ambitious community
engagement efforts by the university aimed at
empowering students with information about
undergraduate and postgraduate opportunities.
The outreach spanned South, North, and Central
Kashmir, including Pulwama, Shopian,and Budgam
districts. Five dedicated teams comprising 20
faculty members from various departments of
engineering and technology visited around 25
educational institutions. The drive focused on
motivating and guiding students on academic,
research, and innovation pathways available at
IUST and helping them make informed career
decisions.

This extensive initiative was led by senior aca-
demic members including Dr. Feroz Ahmad Mir
(Head, ECE), Dr. Khalid Muzafar (Associate Profes-
sor, ECE), Dr. Tarig Ahmad Ganaie and Dr. Farhana
Mehraj Allai (Dept. of Food Technology), and Dr.
MohdJunaid Mir (Dept. of Mechanical Engineering).
They were joined by other faculty members from
Computer Science, Civil, Mechanical,and Electrical
Engineering departments,including Dr. Assif Assad,
Dr. Basharat Nabi Dar, Dr. Zahid Gulzar Khaki, Dr.
Rayees Ahmad Lone, Dr.Zahoor Ahmad Ganie, Mr.
Syed MujtibaHussain, Dr. Syed Zubair Ahmad Shah,
Dr. Ahsan Hussain, Mr. Shakeel Ahmad Malik, Dr.
ZubairJeelani, Dr. Ovais, Dr. Jasia Nisar, Dr. Mehnaz
Rasool, and Dr. Faheem Sadigq.

During their visits, the teams directly interacted
withstudents, offering career insights, showcasing
IUST’s cutting-edge infrastructure, and highlight-
ing the university’semphasis oninnovation, entre-
preneurship, and holistic student development.
The initiative was warmly received by students
and school administrators alike, who appreciated
IUST’s proactive effortsin bridging the information
and opportunity gap.

Cultural Bonds Strengthened as North
Kashmir Welcomes India’s Artistic Heritage

[ DR.AB QAYOOM

Barmullah,Jun,17:In A
remarkable display of India’s
rich cultural tapestry,
‘Shaam-e-Shafqat’, a vibrant
cultural festival, was held at
Zorawar Hall, Pattan, bring-
ingtogether the diverse hues
of the country’s folk tradi-
tions.Jointly organised by the
North Zone Cultural Centre,
Ministry of Culture, Govern-
mentofIndia,and the Indian
Army, the festival served as
both a tribute to national
unityandacelebrationofthe
enduring artistic traditions
of India.The one-day festival
witnessed the participation
of renowned artists from
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Assam,
Rajasthan, and Kashmir,
whose captivating perfor-
mances mesmerized the
audience. Each presentation
beautifully showcased the
depth, vibrancy, and region-
al uniqueness of India’s cul-
tural heritage, creating a
memorable experience forall
inattendance.Fromthe ener-
getic folk dances of Punjab
and Assam to the soulful
musical renditions from Raj-
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asthan and Kashmir, the
eventtransformed the venue
into aliving canvas of India’s
diverse cultural expressions.
Traditional melodies, vibrant
costumes, and age-old folk
tales found new life on the
stage, fostering asense of col-
lective identity and pride
among the audience.Beyond
its entertainment value, the
festival carried adeeper cul-
turalsignificance.Itaimedto
preserve, promote, and pop-
ularize India’s rich cultural
legacy, whilealsostrengthen-
ing the bond between the
youth of North Kashmir and
the diverse cultural land-
scapes of the country. The
initiative stood as a powerful
testament to India’s ethos of
‘Unity in Diversity’, celebrat-

ing the common thread of
heritage and tradition that
binds the nationtogether.The
event drew an enthusiastic
response from students, art-
ists, and members of civil
society from across North
Kashmir. The constant
applause and cheerful par-
ticipation of the audience
reflected their appreciation
and reaffirmed the festival's
importance in fostering cul-
turalintegrationand nation-
al unity.

Shaam-e-Shafgat was not
justaneventbut aliving cel-
ebration of India’s pluralistic
spirit, leaving a lasting
impression of joy, pride, and
togethernessinthe hearts of
all those who witnessed it.

QWF Continues Anti-Drug Campaign, Engages
Students at Wangam School of Qaziabad

| DR.AB QAYOOM

Langate, Jun,17:In A determined effort
to combat the escalating challenge of
drug addiction, the Qaziabad Welfare
Forum (QWF)organized a comprehen-
sive awareness programme on drug
de-addiction at Government Upper
Primary School, Wangamin Qaziabad,
Kupwara.The day-long event aimed to
sensitize young students about the
perils of substance abuse and encourage
collective action against this growing
social menace.The programme wit-
nessed the enthusiastic participation
of 60 students, alongside school fac-
ulty, senior citizens, members of civil
society, volunteers, and the core body
of QWEF. The event was graced by Mohd
Yousaf Bhat, Chairman of Qaziabad
Welfare Forum, and the Headmaster of
UPSWangam, who jointly emphasized
the critical need for awareness initia-
tives at the grassroots level.In his
address, Mohd YousafBhat highlighted
theincreasing vulnerability of youth to
addictive substances such as alcohol,
brown sugar, chitta, charas, and other
harmful drugs. He urged the school
management and teaching staff to
remainvigilantand actively guide stu-
dents away from the perils of drug
abuse. Stressing the importance of
early intervention, he called upon par-
ents, teachers, and civil society mem-
bers to join hands in safeguarding the

future generation.Other speakers at the
event echoed these concerns,emphasiz-
ing the role of sustained awareness
campaigns and community-driven
efforts in curbing the drug menace.
They advocated for a united societal
response to thisissue, underscoring the
importance ofeducation, parental care,
and community monitoringin creating
adrug-free environment.The Qaziabad
Welfare Forum, a non-political organi-
zationregistered under the Government
Society Act of 1860 (Registration No.
7830, dated November 22, 2023), has
consistently worked for over a decade
toaddress socialissues, witha particu-
lar focus on drug de-addiction, youth
empowerment,and community welfare
inthe Qaziabadregion.Thislatestinitia-
tive at UPS Wangam stands as a testa-
ment to QWF’s unwavering commit-
ment to promoting health, awareness,
and social harmony. The forum’s con-
tinuous efforts reaffirm the power of
grassroots movements in addressing
criticalcommunity concerns and foster-
ing a healthier, addiction-free society.

CUKashmir and ICSSR collaborative workshop on research methodology begins

n HT NEWS DESK

Ganderbal, June 17: Central University of
Kashmir (CUKashmir) in association with
the Indian Council of Social Science Research
(ICSSR), New Delhi, kick-started 10-days
Research Methodology Workshop for the
research scholars and post-doc fellows at
varsity’s Green Campus here Tuesday.

Inhis Presidential address, CUKashmir Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. ARavinder Nath, asked the
participants to remain abreast and updated
with the digital technological advancements
to conduct successful research. “A digitally
savvy researcher in the field of Social Sci-
ences is a catalyst for progress who can
navigate ethical challenges, uphold research
integrity,and contribute to the society,” Prof.

@ 00 ©

ARavinder Nath said. He said Social Science
research plays a huge role in sustaining and
improving the quality of life by exploring
the complexities of human behaviour, soci-
ety,and institutions. “It helps policymakers
design informed and inclusive strategies in
the areas of critical importance,” Prof. A
Ravinder Nath further said. The CUKashmir
Vice-Chancellor underlined the critical role
of research methodology in shaping high-
quality research output. “Without a sound
methodological framework, even the most
insightful research can lose its value,” he
remarked. He emphasized the growing need
for methodological innovation in an era
marked by interdisciplinary convergence,
big data, and global challenges.

In his keynote address, Padma Shri, Prof.

Amitabh Mattoo deliberated on the topic
“Between Curiosity and Craft: On Theory,
Method, and Responsibility in a Disrupted
World” and said, “Methodology is also about
intellectual honesty.Itrequires you tointer-
rogate the boundaries between the observ-
er and the observed, the subject and the

scholar.” Prof. Mattoo said,

Deliberating upon the “Method: The Tool,”
Prof. Mattoo said, “Even the most sophisti-
cated toolis useless without agood question.
Methods must not be chosen for their nov-
elty or popularity, but for their fit. A semi-
structured interview may yield rich qualita-
tive data on lived experiences, but it cannot
tell you how many people feel that way.
Conversely, a survey may map patterns but
miss underlying meanings.” Talking about
the “Research in an Age of Simulation,” he
said “Today, we confront a new challenge:
the simulation of scholarship. Al-generated
essays, paper mills, automated citations—
these tempt many into shortcuts. But let me
say this clearly: there is no substitute for the
disciplined, reflective labour of scholarship.

Inthelongrun, tools cannot replace thinking.
Models cannot replace methods. Technol-
ogy cannot replace judgment. Research
remains a human act—full of uncertainty,
emotion, revision, and discovery. Do not
allow a machine to flatten your voice. Let
your questions emerge from lived experience,
careful reading, and ethical ambition.”
Course Directorand Dean School of Business
Studies, Prof. Fayaz Ahmad Nikka in his
address, traced the history of several medi-
cal researchers in Kashmir who played a
pivotalroleintreating the diseases of people.
“Kashmir has alwaysbeenanabode of knowl-
edge andresearch since ages and there have
beeninstances wherein the researchers have
been successful in resolving the problems
confronted by the masses,” he said.
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EDITORIAL

Take more confidence
building measures for
revival of tourism in J&K

ew days back the Jammu & Kashmir

government took a significant step

towards normalization of tourist season

by ordering the reopening of 16 tourist
placesacrosstheunionterritory. Thestepisbeing
viewed as one of theimportant confidence build-
ing measures in attracting the people living in
different parts of the country to come and visit
Jammu &Kashmir. Thesetourist placeshad been
shut down following the April 22 massacre at
Baisaran-Pahalgam that left 25 tourists and a
local guide dead.

Among the 16 tourist places ordered to be
reopened eight places fall in the Kashmir valley.
Some ofthese placesimportantlyfallin the Pahal-
gam area and their reopening sends a positive
signal among the people especially those who
wantto visit the Kashmirvalley. Demandis brew-
ingamongthe people across thevalley that more
and more tourist destinations closed after the
Baisaran episode are also thrown open. The gov-
ernmenthad ordered for the closure of 48 tourist
places and as on date 16 among such places have
been reopened.

Asthesituation is normalin Jammu & Kashmir
the government should take a call and order for
the reopening of the remaining tourist places.
This would ensure that the people intending to
visit the union territory are more than welcome
to come and enjoy the hospitality. This would
defeat the nefarious designs of the people who
are hell bent to create trouble in the union terri-
toryand pushthe massestoeconomicdeprivation
and suffering.

As a large chunk of the population in the union
territoryisdependentontourismitistherespon-
sibility of the governmentto supportthese people
inthis time of distress and discomfort. Providing
afavourable environmenttothe peopleintending
to visit the tourist places should be the primary
focus of the union territory government and there
should not be any going back on this matter. The
tourist players are at the receiving end and they
need hand holding at the moment.

Road shows need to be carried out in different
partsofthe countrysoastoinculcate confidence
among the people living there that Jammu &
Kashmir is safe and they can come and enjoy the
beauty. In this regard both the tourism players
and the tourism department have a role to play.
It is important that all the stakeholders chip in
and do their bit in revival of tourism in Jammu &
Kashmir.

Chenab Bridge-The Arch of Modi’'s New India

PG,

By Tushi Deb

n the kaleidoscope of national progress, there

are moments when infrastructure ceases to be

merely functional and acquires the character of

adevelopmental metaphor. The Chenab Bridge—

poised as the world’s highest railway arch,
towering above the windswept river in Jammu and
Kashmir—is one such creation. It is not just a marvel of
civilengineering buta monument to the Narendra Modi
government’s reimagining of nationalism and develop-
ment.

For decades, national integration was spoken of in
sentimental abstractions. FromJawaharlal Nehru's cau-
tious constitutionalism to Indira Gandhi’s populist
stances, the promise of integrating Kashmir into the
Indian mainstream remained just a promise, often
deferred, frequently diluted. Projects were conceived
and shelved. Political will waxed and waned. The moun-
tain passes of Kashmir were treated more like buffers
than bridges.

Then came a paradigm shift—bold, decisive, and
deeplyideological. The abrogation of Article 370in 2019
was not merely a constitutional manoeuvre. It was a
political signal—a declaration that the time for half-
measures had passed. But an act alone cannot sustain
national unity. What was needed was physical integra-
tion, one that reshaped lived experience.

Inthe fog-laced valleys of Jammu and Kashmir, where
once the echoes of uncertainty reverberated through
the Pir Panjal, now rises a steel arc—the Chenab Bridge.
Soaring 359 metres above the riverbed, it is not merely

an engineering marvel; it is a resounding metaphor for
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of a united, con-
nected, and assertive Bharat.

Let us be clear: the Chenab Bridge is not just another
infrastructural feat. It is the crown jewel of the Udham-
pur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link Project—a dream

languishinginbureaucraticinertiaand strategicindeci-
sion for decades. It took Narendra Modi’s decisive lead-
ership to breathe life into this project. His tenure has
seen the bridge transform from blueprint to reality,
rising defiantly above the ravines that once symbolised
isolation and abandonment.

But Modi’s political significance does not lie in the
mere laying of steel and stone. It lies in the symbolism
of inclusion.

Inthe classical Nehruvian tradition, India’s first Prime
Minister often spoke of “temples of modern India.” Yet,
the difference is stark. Nehru's dams and steel plants,
while visionary, were driven more by ideological ideal-
ism than political realism. Nehru gave India the scaf-
folding of modernity. Indira Gandhi wove populisminto
it. But Narendra Modi has transformed development
intoatool of national consolidation. Whetherit's a toilet
inatribal village, a highway in Ladakh, or a bridge over
the Chenab,each projectunder Modi carries adual mes-
sage: “vikas” and “rashtravaad.” This is not merely
governance—it is the forging of a New India where the
map and the mind are both being redrawn.Modi’s
approach is pragmatic nationalisminfused with strate-
gic foresight.

Let us also not forget the security implications of the
Chenab Bridge. The bridge liesinaregion where the Line
of Control is not too distant and where instability has
been weaponised for decades. In strengthening logisti-
cal mobility, Modi has addressed an unspoken but vital
requirement—the rapid movement of defence personnel
and equipment. The bridge, thus, is both a civilian and
a strategic asset—a dual-purpose lifeline in a geopoliti-
cally sensitive zone.

Critics may scoff and call it optics. But if optics are
accompanied by outcomes, if symbolism is backed by
steel, and if politics translates into bridges that span
centuries of alienation, then Modi has succeeded where
many only promised.

Under Modi, 11 years of governance is nota whispered
slogan confined to New Delhi. Union Jal Shakti Minister
CRPatil has highlighted thisinarecent press conference.
He stated, “Before 2014, indulging in appeasement and
creating rifts among people to be in power had become
India’s political culture. However, Modi has changed this
culture in 11 years. He has established a more transpar-
ent and accountable government that people have full
faithin.”

Modi’s developmental policies have decisively altered
polity, with nationalism becoming a primary factor. In
contrast to the Nehruvian consensus, which viewed
nationalism as an elite abstraction, and Indira Gandhi’s
politics, which used development as electoral appease-
ment, Modi has treated both nationalism and develop-
ment as intertwined forces. His infrastructure is ideo-
logical; his development is civilizational. The Chenab
Bridge is not merely a logistical link. It is a metaphor for
a new India—unapologetically nationalist, logistically
integrated,and emotionally inclusive. The Chenab Bridge
today stands as a national statement of the transforma-
tion of dreams to deeds. Hence, as trains begin to cross
this magnificent arch, they will carry more than just
passengers. They will carry an idea of Bharat—con-
nected, complete, and committed.

Tushi Deb is a writer and she can be reached back on
this mail id.: salariayaseen@gmail.com

Set Goals, Chase Dreams Your Future Is in Your Hands

Jaswinder Pal Sharma

n a world filled with endless pos-
sibilities, the key to transforming
aspirations into reality lies in one
simple yet powerful principle: set-
ting goals. When you define clear
objectives and pursue your dreams with
determination, you take control of your
future and turnitintoacanvas of yourown
making.
The Power of Setting Goals
Goals serve as a roadmap, guiding you
through the journey of life. They provide

focus, motivation, and a sense of purpose.
Without goals, you might find yourself
driftingaimlessly, unsure of whatyouwant
to achieve or how to get there. Conversely,
well-defined goals help you prioritize your
efforts, measure progress, and celebrate
milestones along the way.

Dream Big, Start Small

Chasing dreamsbegins with envisioning
what truly matters to you. Whether it's
starting a business, pursuing a career in a
passion-filled field, or improving personal
health, dreaming big ignites your passion.
However, turning dreams into reality
requires breaking them down into manage-
able steps. Small, consistent actions build
momentum and make even the mostambi-
tious aspirations attainable.

Overcoming Obstacles

The path to achieving your dreams is

ultimate vision.

Inspiration to Act

seldom smooth. Challenges and setbacks
are part of the journey. Setting clear goals
helps you navigate these obstacles by
reminding you of your purpose and main-
taining your focus. Resilience and adapt-
ability are essential—adjust your strategies
when needed, but never lose sight of your

Taking Responsibility for Your Future

Your future is not predetermined; it is
shaped by your choices today. The power
to create the life you desire resides within
you. By setting goals and actively working
toward them, you exercise that power.
Remember, every step forward, no matter
how small, brings you closer toyour dreams.

-Visualize yourideal future—what does
itlooklike? What steps doyou need to take?
-Writedownyour goals—making them

specific and measurable increases your
commitment.

- Stay persistent—success oftenrequires
patience and perseverance.

- Seek support and inspiration—sur-
round yourself with positive influences
that motivate you to keep going.

Conclusion

Your future is in your hands. By setting
meaningful goalsand chasing your dreams
with passion and perseverance, you can
create alife full of purpose and fulfillment.
Remember, the journey of a thousand miles
begins with a single step. Take that step
today, and watch as your dreams become
your reality.

Jaswinder Pal Sharma SS MasterGSSS
Hakuwala Sri Muktsar Sahib
Punjab 79860-27454

When the Meaning of Life Becomes Just Property

Dr Satywan Saurabh

"Narrow vision of life and broken
moral backbone"
"When the meaning of life becomes
just property"
"The Labyrinth of the Good Life:
What's Lost, What's Gained?"

e concept of "good life" prev-
alent in modern society is
becoming more narrow, self-
centred and materialistic day

by day. The purpose of life has now
been limited to economic success,
social prestige and personal happiness.
There is no place left in this thinking
for elements like human compassion,
morality, collective good and inner
purpose. This is a change that is not
only hollowing out the soul of the
individual from within, but is also
breaking down the moral structure of
society and institutions day by day.
In the present lifestyle, the measure
of successlies onlyin property, luxuri-
ous houses, branded clothes and cars.
If a person is financially capable, he is
automatically considered "successful”
in his society, even if that success is
due todishonesty, deceit, exploitation
ormoral degradation. The notion that
"the end is everything, the means are
notimportant”is now becoming com-
mon. This ideology has left moral val-
ues like honesty, integrity, compassion
and duty far behind.

Today's societyisavictim of individu-
alism where "I" is primary, "we" has
no special importance. This egocen-
trism is visible in every field - from
urban planning to family structure.
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The number of common places, play-
grounds, libraries and public chaupals
is decreasing in big cities. People are
gettingdisconnected from each other,
communication is becoming limited
and social bonding s limited to digital
networks only. Even festivals and fam-
ily events have now become "photo-
ops", whose main purpose is to show
on social media, not to share any kind
of real intimacy.

Inthisblind race of materialism,imme-
diate pleasure is being given priority
over long-term well-being. The sense
ofrestraint, discipline and austerity is
getting weakened. Through social
media, consumer goods and market
propaganda, it has been established
that maximum consumption is syn-
onymous with happiness. People have
become so engrossed in instant satis-
faction that tendencies like self-
restraint, introspectionand long-term
perspective seem ridiculous.

Ethics has no place in consumption
decisions. The story behind what we
wear, eat or consume—whether it is
environmental damage or worker
exploitation—does not affect us. For
example, the fast fashion industry is
still flourishing even though we all
know how itinvolves cheaplabourand
exploitation ofenvironmental resourc-
es. Ethical consumerism is still con-
fined to a limited section of society.
The result of this thinking is that mor-
alvaluesinsociety arerapidly eroding.
People now consider results to be
everything—no matter how opaque or
unethical the process of achieving that
resultmay be. This trend is not limited
to individual life, but is seen in every
institution like the corporate world,
politics, education, medicine, and
media. When the hunger for profit
crosses ethical boundaries, corporate
scandals are born, the integrity of
leaders comes under suspicion, and
business dominates the sanctity of

education.
The decline of moral values is not just
institutional—empathy and compas-
sion are diminishing at the individual
level as well. Today's man is so
immersedin the fulfillment of his goals
that he has no concern for the suffer-
ing of his neighbor, neglect of the
elderly, or mental health problems.
Thisinsensitivityis gradually turning
societyintoagroup ofindividuals who
are lonely even when they live
together, and between whom
thereis no intimacy, butonly a
relationship of utility.
At the same time,
moral relativism
has also
increased.
Thingsthat

were pre-

viously

consid-

ered

clearly

right or

wrong are

now con-
sidered \,‘_
appropriate

or inappro-

priate depend-

ing on the cir-
cumstances.
Cheating in exams, lying
atwork, paying bribes to get
work done—these are now considered
"part of the system.” The idea that "If
everyone is doing it, why can't I?" is a
sign of a collective moral decline.

All this is dangerous not only from a
social point of view but also from an
environmental point of view. When
the aim of life becomes only more and
more consumption, exploitation of
resourcesbecomesinevitable. Climate
change, water crisis, loss of biodiver-
sity—all these are the ill-effects of this
misleading definition of a "good life".

It is ironic that we are trying to live a
life that is making the future of the
earth dark.

The situation today is that morality
has now become amere tool for brand-
ing. Big companies and organizations
try to white- washtheirimage
by &= nizing some
% events in the

name
of "corporate social

responsibility”,but nochange
takes place at the ground level. This
"superficial morality" not only deceives
the society but also gives rise to self-
deception.

If we are to reverse this decline and
move towards a balanced, compas-
sionate and ethical society, we must
redefine the concept of the “good life”.
Success in life must be linked not just
towealthand prestige, but to purpose,
virtue,empathy and the common good.
Some traditional philosophies—such

as Buddhism, Gandhism and the Jain
approach—offer important clues in
this direction. These traditions con-
sider inner balance, non-possession,
and ethical discipline as the basis for
success in life.
A good life is one that is lived not just
for oneself, but also for others. It
involves community cooperation,
environmental sensitivity and self-
restraint. Where we consume respon-
sibly—thinking about how our deci-
. sions will affect others, nature and
future generations. Campaigns
like “LiFE” (Lifestyle for Environ-
ment)launchedbythe govern-
ment are a positive effort
in this direction, but
they will have an
impact only
when they
reach every
section of
society with
1 amoral con-
' sciousness.
Education
alsohasacen-
tral role in this
process. The New
Education Policy
- 2020 has talked
about prioritizing
moral and life skills educa-
tion, whichis a welcome step.
Ifweintroduce childrentovalues
like empathy, duty, truth and justice
at the elementary level, a generation
can be prepared that can internalize
a broad and inclusive definition of a
"good life",
Ultimately, the meaning of life is not
justinliving, butin living rightly. And
living rightly is not just in material
success, but in a balance where the
soulis at peace, society is healthy and
the earth is protected. If we learn to
live like this, perhaps we can create a
better future not just for ourselves, but

v

for all of humanity.

The concept of "good life"

prevalent in modern society is

becoming more narrow,

self-centred and materialistic

day by day. The purpose of

life has now been limited to

economic success, social

prestige and personal happi-

ness. There is no place leftin

this thinking for elements like

human compassion, moral-

ity, collective good and inner

purpose. This is a change that

is not only hollowing out the

soul of the individual from

within, but is also breaking

down the moral structure of

society and institutions day

by day.

- Dr. Satyawan Saurabh,

Poet, freelancejournalistand columnist,
Radio and TV panelist,

333, Fairy Garden, Kaushalya Bhawan,
Barwa (Siwani) Bhiwani,

Haryana - 127045, Mobile
:9466526148,01255281381
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Transcending War: A Soul’s Quest for Peace

“When the power of love overcomes the love of power, the world will know peace.”— Jimi Hendrix

Jasmine Fatima

very age has known war—in fields and in
streets, across borders, and also within the
human heart. Yetbeneath the outward battles
waged in the name of power, survival, or belief,
lies a deeper, more personal war: the war
within. In a world torn by noise, conflict, and endless
violence, the true battle lies not outside—but within
the unseen chambers of the soul where the soul longs
to rise above division and return to its eternal state of
peace.
Each of us,knowingly or not, carries withinabattlefield
where fear confronts faith, and the ego wrestles with
the quiet voice of the spirit. In our emotions, we cling.
In our choices, we often react from old patterns rather
than respond from conscious awareness. The wars we
witness in the outer world—between nations, com-
munities, or even loved ones— are often reflections of
the unresolved struggles we carry within. When we
see others as threats, when we compete rather than
connect, when we judge, exclude, or control—it is not
peace we seek, but protection fromthe parts of ourselves
we feartoface. Anger, judgment, pride, and fearbecome
the foot soldiers of the ego, defending illusions of con-
trol, superiority, and separation.
Yet there is another path.
Atthe deepest level of our being, untouched by time or
trauma, dwells a vast stillness—a sacred center that
remains serene regardless of the storms. This is the
soul's true home. To reach this space is not to escape
the world, but to awaken within it.
The soul's journey is not about defeating the world but
dissolving theillusion of separation that creates conflict
inthe first place. To transcend war is to awaken to love,
to compassion, to that divine harmony which asks

nothing but a return to the awareness of our divine
origin. Here, peace is not passive. It is powerful. It does
not deny the existence of suffering but meets it with
clarity, compassion, and awareness.

True peace is not the absence of conflict, but the pres-

AL

ence of a deeper awareness. It is the realization that
beneath the noise of our thoughts and the chaos of our
emotions, there exists aspace untouched by the world—
a divine stillness that simply is. This inner sanctuary,
often overshadowed by our habitualidentification with
the mind and its dramas, is the soul’s natural state. It
does not need to be created, only remembered.
Totranscend waris not to deny its existence or pretend
that the world is perfect. It is to understand that real
change begins not in politics or policies, but in human
consciousness. When we look through the eyes of
spirit instead of the lens of fear, we begin to recognize
that others are not enemies, but mirrors—showing us
what within us still needs healing. Every conflict,
whether external or internal, is an invitation to return
to the self, to wholeness.

This pathis noteasy. It requires deep inner work—what
the mystics have long called “self-inquiry” or “soul
remembrance”. This journey inward requires cour-

age—not the kind that fights, but the kind that sur-
renders. It asks usto lay downthe weapons of judgment,
comparison,andresistance,and instead cultivate silence,
awareness, compassion, and forgiveness.

The tools for this inner transformation are not compli-
cated. Meditation, breath work, silence, and conscious
living become the soul’s tools for disarmament, slowly
dissolving the walls that the ego has built.

Peace, then, is not something we achieve, but something
we allow. It is the natural result of aligning with the
truthof who we are. As each soul awakens to this truth,
aquiet revolution begins—not in the streets, but in the
hearts. And as more hearts remember, the world, too,
begins to reflect this inner harmony. As we cultivate
inner peace, we become vessels of healing for the world.
Our outer life shifts. Relationships soften. The need to
dominate, prove, or defend dissolves. We no longer see
othersasenemies, but as fellow travelers, each carrying
burdens unseen.

The soul’s quest for peace is not a solitary journey nor
anescape from the world—itis areturn toit. Thisis the
quietrevolution our worldis yearning for. One awakened
heart has the power to ripple across generations. One
centered being cananchor lightin the midst of darkness
and guide the world with such wisdom that war loses
its power, and peace becomes not just a hope, but a
lived reality.

Take amoment today to pause and turninward. Breathe
deeply. Listen—not to the world’s noise, but to your own
breath, to the quiet whisper of your own soul. Begin
with just a few minutes of stillness each day. Even five
minutes of conscious silence can open a doorway to
the sacred. Begin where you are—with your breath,
your present moment. Observe your thoughts, release
judgment. Instead of reacting, reflect. Instead of striv-
ing, surrender. Practice compassion in your thoughts,
forgivenessinyourwords,and awarenessinyouractions.
Letyourinner peace become your protest, your practice,
and your gift to the world and to yourself.

TheauthorisaEditor of Daily Wadi KiAwaaz and be Mailed
fatimajasmine2024@gmail.com

The Impact of Digital Addiction on Society
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Wani Arfat

n today’s fast-paced world, digital
technology hasrevolutionized every
aspect of human life. While it has
undeniably brought numerous
advantages, such as global con-
nectivity and access to vast knowl-
edge, it has also introduced significant
challenges. Among these, digital addiction
stands out as one of the most pressing
issues, particularly interms of its profound
effects on human relationships, mental
well-being, and social structures. This
article will explore the various social
aspectsofdigital addiction, sheddinglight
onitsimpact oncommunication, relation-
ships, and broader societal health.
1. Social Isolation: The Shift Away from
Physical Connections
The allure of digital devices has led to an
alarming rise in social isolation. While
online platforms promise constant con-
nectivity, they often fail to foster meaning-
ful personal interactions. As individuals
immerse themselves in their virtual
worlds, they neglect physical relation-
ships, leading to emotional and social
alienation. This isolation is not just phys-
ical but emotional as well, as the depth
and authenticity of real-life connections
are lost to the ever-present screen.
2, Strain in Relationships: The Impact of
Digital Engagement
One of the most significant consequenc-
es of digital addiction is the strain it
places on personal relationships. With the
overwhelming presence of social media
and constant digital communication,
individuals often prefer online engage-
ment over face-to-face interaction. This
neglect leads to tension and feelings of
lonelinessinrelationships, where partners
and family members feel disregarded and
emotionally distant.
3. Decline in Communication Skills: The
Erosion of Personal Interaction
As digital communication becomes the
norm, traditional face-to-face interactions
are on the decline. Texting, social media
messaging,and emails replace in-person
conversations, eroding the quality of com-
munication. This shiftresultsinindividu-
als losing the ability to interpret emo-
tional cues, engage in meaningful
dialogues,and maintain deep connections.
The decline in communication skills has
far-reaching consequences on the quality
of personal relationships and emotional
well-being.
4. Lack of Empathy: The Absence of Emo-
tional Connection
Digital communication, while convenient,
often lacks the emotional depth found in
face-to-face interactions. The absence of
physical gestures and the inability to

@ 00 ©

convey emotional contextonline leads to
alack of empathy. As aresult, individuals
become less sensitive to the feelings of
others, fosteringa culture of indifference.
This decline in empathy contributes to
broader social issues such as cyberbully-
ing and online harassment.

5.FOMO (Fear of Missing Out): The Anxiety
of Digital Comparison

Social mediahas created anenvironment
where individuals constantly compare
their lives to those of others, leading to
FOMO (Fear of Missing Out). This phe-
nomenon results in anxiety, dissatisfac-
tion, and mental distress as individuals
struggle to measure up to unrealistic
standards set by others. The pressure to
keep up with the latest trends, vacations,
and social activities exacerbates feelings
of inadequacy and stress.

6. Increased Loneliness: The Paradox of
Online Connectivity

Despite the promise of digital connectiv-
ity, many individuals experienceincreased
loneliness due to digital addiction. The
vastnumber of virtual friends and follow-
ers does not replace the emotional con-
nection found in real-life relationships.
Thelackofgenuine supportand the inabil-
ity to form deep connections in the vir-
tual world contributes to a sense of isola-
tion, even in the presence of thousands
of online interactions.

7.Addiction to Validation: Seeking Exter-
nal Approval

Thedigital world, withitslikes,comments,
and shares, fosters an unhealthy depen-
dence on external validation. Individuals
begin to base their self-worth on online
approval, leading to feelings of insecurity
and self-doubt. This constant need for
validation diminishes the significance of
personal achievements, as people focus
more on others’ opinions than on self-
improvement.

8.Cyberbullying: The Dark Side of Digital
Engagement
Cyberbullyingisatroubling consequence
of digital addiction, particularly as ano-
nymity online emboldens individuals to
engage in harmful behavior. The psycho-
logical toll of cyberbullying can lead to
depression, anxiety, and other mental
healthissues.The absence of face-to-face
accountability inthe digital world fosters
a toxic environment where harassment
can flourish unchecked.

9.Decreased Social Engagement: Moving
Away from Offline Activities

Asdigital engagement grows, offline social
activitiesdecline. Family gatherings, com-
munity events,and outdoor activities are
often overshadowed by screen time. This
shiftreducessocial cohesionand weakens
interpersonalrelationships, asindividuals
spend more time in isolation rather than
engaging with their communities in per-
son.

10. Impact on Family Relationships: The
Erosion of Family Bonds

Digital addiction has also taken a toll on
family relationships. Parents, absorbed in

their digital devices, neglect the emo-
tional needs of their children, while
couples grow emotionally distant due to
excessive screen time. This erosion of
family bondsleads to misunderstandings,
emotional detachment,andalack of close-
ness within the family unit.

11. Digital Dependency in Youth: Effects
on Social Development

The younger generation is particularly
susceptible to digital addiction. Children
and adolescents spend excessive time on
social media and digital entertainment,
missing out on vital face-to-face interac-
tions thatare crucial for developing emo-
tional intelligence and social skills. This
digital dependency can stunt their social
development, potentiallyleading tolong-
term mental health issues.

12. Altered Perception of Reality: The Dis-
tortion of Social Expectations
Socialmediahas created adistorted view
of reality, with idealized images of beau-
ty, success, and happiness. This skewed
perception fosters unrealistic expecta-
tions about life and relationships, leading
tofrustration, self-doubt, and dissatisfac-
tion. Constant exposure to these false
ideals detracts from an individual’s abil-
ity toappreciate theirownunique journey.
13.Loss of Social Etiquette: The Decline of
Respectful Interaction

Therise of digital communication hasled
toadeclineintraditional social etiquette.
Face-to-face interactions, which require
active listening, eye contact, and respect
for others’ time, are often replaced by
more casual and impersonal digital
exchanges. This loss of social manners
weakens communication and disrupts
social harmony, both online and offline.
14.Echo Chambers: The Reinforcement of
Biases

Social media platforms can create echo
chambers, where individuals are exposed
only toinformation thataligns with their
existing beliefs. This reinforcement of
biases limits the ability to engage in con-
structive dialogue and impedes social
progress. Italsofostersdivisionsinsociety,
making it difficult to bridge differences
and promote mutual understanding.
15.0ver-reliance onVirtual Communities:
Substituting Real-Life Connections

Many individuals, especially those strug-
gling with social anxiety or loneliness,
turn to virtual communities for a sense
of belonging. While online groups can
provide a form of connection, they lack
the emotional depth of real-life interac-
tions. Over-reliance on these virtual
spaces canleave individuals feeling emo-
tionally unfulfilled and disconnected from
the physical world.

16. Mental Health Impacts: The Psycho-
logical Effects of Digital Addiction

The constant exposure todigital platforms
hasbeenlinked toarange of mental health
issues, including anxiety, depression,and
stress. The pressure to remain constant-
ly connected, coupled with the emo-
tional strain of online interactions, takes

a significant toll on one’s mental well-
being. The pervasive nature of digital
devices means thatindividuals are always
susceptible to these psychological chal-
lenges.

17.Social MediaInfluencers and Unrealis-
tic Standards: The Impact on Self-Confi-
dence

The rise of social media influencers has
introduced unrealistic standards of beau-
ty, success, and lifestyle, which can have
a detrimental effect on self-confidence.
People, especiallyyoungindividuals, often
compare themselves to these influencers,
leadingtofeelings ofinadequacy and body
image issues. The pressure to live up to
these unattainable ideals contributes to
low self-worth and a distorted sense of
identity.

18.Work-Life Balance: Thelntrusion of the
Digital Workspace

Digital habits are not confined to per-
sonal life but have alsoinvaded the profes-
sional realm. Constant notifications and
emails blur the boundaries between work
and personal time, leading to fatigue and
emotional burnout. The inability to dis-
connect from work due to digital devices
negatively impacts relationships and
overall well-being.

19. Decline in Community Engagement:
TheShiftfromReal to Virtual Communities
As digital platforms take precedence,
offlinecommunity engagementis on the
decline. Volunteer groups, local organiza-
tions, and civic activities are often over-
shadowed by online interests. This shift
leads toareductioninsocial cohesionand
aweakened sense of collective responsi-
bility within communities.

20. Impact on Parenting: The Challenges
of Digital Habits in Child-Rearing

Digital addiction also affects parenting,
as parents become engrossed in their
devicesand neglecttheir children’semo-
tional needs. The failure to provide ade-
quate guidance and attention during
formative years can have long-term con-
sequences on a child’s social and emo-
tional development.

Conclusion

The pervasive nature of digital technol-
ogy has reshaped society in ways both
beneficial and detrimental. While it offers
convenience and connectivity, the overuse
of digital devices has disrupted human
relationships, diminished communication
skills, and increased mental health chal-
lenges. Addressing the socialimplications
of digital addiction requires a collective
efforttoraise awareness, promote healthy
digital habits, and nurture real-world
connections. By doing so, we can rebuild
the social fabricthatis essential for main-
taining strong, meaningful relationships
in an increasingly digital world.

(Note:Mohammad Arfat Wani, apassionate
writer, social activist,and medicalstudent,
hailsfromKuchmullaTral.Hisemail address
iswania6817@gmail.com)

BURHAN DAR: A VOICE FOR
THE VOICELESS, AHAND
FOR THE HELPLESS.

POETAND AUTHOR MUZAMIL ARIF

From Kishtwar’s hills to hamlet’s bend,
He learned to serve before pretend.

He walked not roads of glittered ease,
But those where barefoot elders freeze.
He gave his coat to trembling youth,

And fed the orphans bread and truth.

He bought the pills that no one could,
And stood where not even angels would.
In Chatroo’s heights, the truth he spoke,
Exposing lies the system cloaked.
Though summoned fast by wary law,

He stood unshaken, firm and raw.

He saved from fire, gave light for free,
Spoke for the sick with no one to see.

He filmed lost schools, fed orphans poor,
And knocked on every helpless door.
Avoice for those the world won’t hear,
Abridge where systems disappear.

He stands where silence used to be

And dares the blind to finally see.

For hospitals where hope randry,

He raised his voice, he asked them: “Why?”
Why should the sick in pain endure,
When help is near yet not so sure?

In fire’s fury, when homes were lost,

He rushed ahead despite the cost.
Arescuer not trained by creed,

But by the burning call of need.

When floods would come, or landslides fall,
Burhan would rise to heed the call.
Aphoneinhand, a heart so wide,

To lift the broken, stand beside.

He walked the lanes with youth and old,
For “Mission Bijli Free” he told.

That rivers flow and turbines run,

Yet homes stay dark when day is done.
He asked the men of power and seat,
Where is the warmth, where is the heat?
When wealth is made from mountain streams,
Why must the poor dream only dreams?
He’s spoken too for roads unlaid,

For orphans’ meals and fees unpaid,

For women’s health, for old men’s care,
He speaks where others do not dare.

Not richin coin, but richin grace,

He wears the pain upon his face.

With humble phone and open page,

He fights injustice, voice of age.

He walks among the poor and frail,

He listens to the widow’s tale.

He lifts the sick, the lost, the least,

He stands where tyrants fear to feast.

No suit, no tie, no office tall,

Yet crowds would gather at his call.
Ayouth with heart the size of land,

He spoke for those without a stand.

He asked for light where darkness lay,
For roads where floods had washed away.
He challenged those who sit in power,
With just his voice, a phone, a flower.

He filmed the pain we learned to miss,
The hunger masked in silent bliss.

He fought not with a sword or pen

But by restoring faith in men.

When roofs collapsed and embers fell,
Burhan was there the people tell.

Not with a badge, not sent by force,

But led by heart, his only source.

He pulled the injured from the flame,
And never once demanded fame.

He held a child through coldest snow,

So mothers sleptin peace below.

He filmed the wrongs they hoped to hide,
Like schools where teachers don’t reside.
He showed the empty hospital beds,
Where promises had lost their threads.
And though the power tried to scare,

To question why he even “dared,”

He stood his ground, both calm and plain
With only truth in his domain.

He gives the mic to those unheard,
Transforms a tear into a word.

He teaches youth: “Don’t beg, don’t wait,
Build justice now, and challenge fate.”
Where others scroll, he takes a stand,
And lifts the weak with outstretched hand.
Not just a critic but a guide,

A storm with hope beneath the tide.

O readers, know this name with pride,
Whose footsteps rise with every stride.
Ayouth whose pen and phone became
The tools to build a kinder flame.

In Kishtwar’s heart he stands alone,

Yet carries notjust flesh and bone.

He bears a people’ssilent cry

Their sun beneath a cloudy sky.

Let not the world in silence stay,

But mark his path, and learn the way.
For heroesrise not just in war,

But in the peace that Burhan bore

Written by POET AND AUTHOR MUZAMIL ARIF BHALESSI
A WELL KNOWN WRITER whose work delves into the com-
plexities of human nature and society. With a keen eye for
detail and an inquisitive mind, he tackle(s) the issues that
matter most in today's world..
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Samba administration ensures comprehensive preparedness for Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra-2025

] HT NEWS DESK

SAMBA, JUNE 17: Deputy Com-
missioner Samba Rajesh Shar-
ma and Senior Superintendent
of Police Virender Singh Manhas
today convened a meeting to
finalize the Shri Amarnath Ji
Yatra-2025 arrangements to
ensure a seamless and secure
pilgrimage experience for the
visiting devotees.

The Deputy Commissioner said
thatthe District Administration
has prioritized pilgrim comfort
through extensive infrastruc-
ture upgrades and putting in
advanced communication sys-
tems. “Public address systems
and speakers have been
installed acrosslodgement cen-

tres to enable real-time
announcements and emer-
gency advisories, while print,
electronic and social media
platforms are being utilized to
ensure pilgrims receive timely
updates on cut-off timings and
safety protocols” he added.
Speaking at the meeting, SSP
Virender Singh Manhas out-
lined a robust multi-tier secu-
rity deployment strategy fea-
turing enhanced surveillance
mechanism with special focus
onsensitive zones and strategic
security positioning around
langarlocations. “This compre-
hensive monitoring system will
ensure pilgrim safety through-
out their sacred journey,” he
added.

The meeting wasinformed that

the Medical and emergency preparedness has been given

paramount importance with
deployment of qualified health
personnel and positioning of
ambulances equipped with
essential medical equipment at
all strategic locations. The Fire
& Emergency Services Depart-
menthasbeendirected tocon-
duct mandatory mock drills
with strategic placement of fire
extinguishersand CCTV surveil-
lance at all langar and lodging
facilities, ensuring rapid
response capabilities in any
emergency situation.

To guarantee uninterrupted
essential services, the admin-
istration hasdeployed adequate
generators and water tankers
ensuring 24x7 electricity and
water supply and implemented

comprehensive waste manage-
ment and sanitation and
hygiene protocols.

The coordination meeting was
attended by Additional District
Development Commissioner
(ADDC) Champa Devi Thakur,
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (ADC) Jagdish Singh,
military personnel and senior
officials from critical depart-
mentsincluding PWD, Jal Shak-
ti, Power Development, Health,
Fire & Emergency Services and
Information Department. This
multi-departmental approach
reflects the administration's
holistic strategy to address
every aspectof pilgrim welfare
and safety.

Arrangements for International Day
of Yoga-2025 finalized at Bhaderwah .

HT NEWS DESK &
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BHADARWAH, JUNE 17: Ameeting to final-
ize the arrangements for 11th Internation-
al Day of Yoga (IDY) 2025 was convened
today in the Office Chamber of the Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Bha-
darwah.

Speaking at the meeting, the ADC Bhadar-
wah, Sunil Bhutyal emphasized the impor-
tance of coordination among all depart-
ments to ensure the smooth, inclusive and
impactful observance of the event. It was
decided that the main celebration will take
place at Gatha Park, Bhadarwah, while
concurrent yogasessions will be organized
at Government Degree Colleges, identified
tourist destinations, Vibrant Villages and
Amrit Sarovars.

maximum public participation, especially
involving school children, college students,
youth clubs, PRIs, Self Help Groups (SHGs)
and civil society members.

Detailed discussions were held regarding
logistics, including sanitation, security
arrangements, medical facilities, sound
system setup and media coverage to ensure
the program’s success.

The meeting was attended by the
District Ayush Officer Doda, Divisional
Forest Officer, Tehsildar Bhadarwah,
Block Development Officer, Block Med-
ical Officer, Executive Officer Municipal-
ity, Zonal Education Officer, Dr. Akhtar
Hussain (Professor, GDC Bhadarwah),
Dr.Ifthakar Ahmed (Ayush Department,
Bhadarwah) and other officers and
representatives from various depart-
ments.

JAMMU, JUNE 17: Commis-
sioner Jammu Municipal Corpo-
ration (JMC), Dr. Devansh Yadav
visited Rajendra Bazar (Ward No.
5) today on an invitation from
the Market Association. The pur-
pose of the visit was to assess the
civicissues being faced by trad-
ersand the general publicin the
areaand todiscuss developmen-
tal needs.

During the interaction, mem-
bers of the Market Association
apprised the Commissioner
aboutvariousissues being faced
by them. They emphasized the
need for improved sanitation,
requesting for regular cleaning
of drains and thorough mainte-
nance of the market lanes. Addi-

tionally,the members highlight-
ed the necessity of accessible
drinking water facilities amid
rising temperature, While water
coolers have been installed by

JMC, the association requested
that water purifiers also be add-
ed to ensure the availability of
clean drinking water. They also
demanded the repair and main-

Commissioner JMC visits Rajendra Bazar to address civicissues

tenance of street lights in the
area to ensure public safety and
convenience.

Dr.Yadav reiterated JMC’s com-
mitment toimprovingcivicame-
nities and working in collabora-
tion with local stakeholders for
the betterment of the city. He
issued on-the-spotdirectionsto
the concerned for taking prompt
action to resolve the issues, Dr.
Yadav assured the members of
the association that their griev-
ances would be addressed at the
earliest. Health Officer, JMC, Dr.
Vinod Sharma, Executive Engi-
neer Division- 1 Rajesh Kumar
and Executive Engineer, Electric-
ity, Simarpal Singh besides,
President of market association
Krishna Lal Gupta, Chairman
Arun Gupta and a large number
of locals were also present.

The ADCurged all departments to mobilize

Reasi all set to roll out SMILE Scheme
for rehabilitation of vulnerable children

] HT NEWS DESK

REASI, JUNE 17: In a sig-
nificant step towards ensur-
ing a life of dignity for mar-
ginalized individuals, Reasi
is poised to become the
second district in Jammu
and Kashmir after Srinagar
to implement the SMILE
(Support for Marginalised
Individuals for Livelihood
and Enterprise) scheme.
Deputy Commissioner
Nidhi Malik hasemphasised
on swiftimplementation of
SMILE Scheme for tackling
begging with compassion
and opportunity.
Launched by the Ministry
of Social Justice and Empow-
erment on February 12,
2022, the SMILE scheme
focuses on the rehabilita-
tion, reintegration and
empowerment of beggars,
helping them transitioninto
mainstreamsociety through
structured support. The
Ministry has identified 50
districts, towns, cities and
locations. Holy Katra town
ofthe DistrictReasi, the base
camp of Shri Mata Vaishno

Devi yatra is one of them.
AkeyProject Approval Com-
mittee meeting, chaired by
Deputy Commissioner Nidhi
Malik was held recently to
scrutinize applications from
NGOs interested in imple-
menting the scheme. Out of
the three applications
received, Prayas Juvenile Aid
Centre Society secured the
highest score based on the
selection criteria estab-
lished by the Ministry. Its
project proposal was
approved following a
detailed review and presen-
tation, which outlined a
comprehensive planinclud-
ing a baseline survey and
subsequent rehabilitation
efforts.

During the meeting, District

Social Welfare Officer
Sachin Sharma provided an
in-depth briefing on the
scheme’s objectives and
implementation strategy.
Prayas NGO shared their
vision for the Reasi district,
detailingaphased approach
to bring vulnerable indi-
viduals back into the social
fold through education,
skill-building andlivelihood
opportunities.

Speaking atthe meeting, DC
Nidhi Malik stated, “We are
committed tolaunching the
SMILE scheme in Reasi in
the coming weeks. Address-
ing the issue of begging is
an urgent need and it is
equally important to pro-
vide genuine support to
those in need.

DC Reasi finalises arrangements for
International Yoga Day-2025 celebrations

m  HTNEWS DESK

REASI,JUNE 17: In prep-
aration for International
Yoga Day scheduled on
June 21, a meeting of
stakeholder depart-
ments was convened
todaytofinalise the nec-
essary arrangements.
Deputy Commissioner
Nidhi Malik chaired the
meeting.

As per the plan, a Mega
Yoga Session will be
organised at General
Zorawar Singh Sports
Stadiuminwee hours to
markthe global celebra-
tion of Yogaand promote
its numerous health
benefitsamong the gen-
eral public. Similar
eventswillbe held atthe
subdivisionlevel,in col-
leges, schools and at
potential tourist spots.

Speakingatthe meeting,
DCNidhi Malikdirected
the Department of
AYUSH to make all
arrangements well in
timelike arranging yoga
mats, T-shirts, deputing
qualified yoga instruc-

torstolead the sessions.
The Health Department
wasinstructed toensure
the presence of medical
staffand ambulances at
all venues for emergen-
cy support. She also
directed XEN PHE to
keep available an ade-
quate drinking water
facility for participants,
while the EO MC will
oversee sanitation
arrangements.
AllSDMs were instruct-
edtomakethenecessary
arrangements to cele-
brate the day in their
jurisdictions to ensure
wide reach and partici-
pation.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the con-
cerned departments to

begin the execution of
theirrespective respon-
sibilities wellinadvance.
She emphasised the
importance of inter-
departmental coordina-
tionand mass participa-
tion to make the eventa
grand success.

The meeting was
attended by ADDC Sukh-
dev Singh Samyal, ADC
Rakesh Kumar, CPO
Narinder Kumar, ACD,
District AYUSH Officer,
officers from the Police,
DIO(Information), Pres-
ident of Patanjali Yog
Sansthanandrepresen-
tatives from Degree Col-
leges and other institu-
tions were presentatthe
meeting.

DC Kishtwar calls for mission-mode

implementation of HADP & credit linked schemes

Pitches for organic farming, promotlon of millets cultivation

] HT NEWS DESK

KISHTWAR, JUNE 17: Deputy Commissioner (DC) Pan-
kaj Kumar Sharma today chaired a meeting to assess
the progress achieved in the implementation of the
Holistic Agriculture Development Programme (HADP)
and the Credit Link Schemes.

At the outset, Nodal Officer HADP & Chief Agriculture
Officer (CAO)Kushal Chandail presented adetailed report
outlining the achievements and currentimplementation
status of HADP initiatives across the district.

The DC emphasized the need for accelerated execution
and wider public outreach, directing field officers to
redouble their efforts.

Underlining the importance of organic farming and its
potential asarevenue-generating model, the DCinstruct-
ed officials to organise mass awareness campaigns and

@ 00 ©

engage with the community including religious heads
of all communities to promote HADP schemes with a
cluster-based approach.The review also covered the
physical and financial progressin key allied sectors such
asHorticulture, Fisheries, Sheep Husbandry and Animal

HusbandryThe DCset new targetsand urged line depart-
ments toworkin coordination toensure Kishtwar district
ranks among the top-performing districts in the UT
under HADP.He also set targets for enhanced registra-
tions on Daksh Kisan Portal and Kisan Sathi Portal and
directed focused awareness on millets promotion as
partofthe CAPEX 2025-26 action plan.Further, adetailed
review of Credit Link Schemes was undertaken includ-
ing Agricultural Infrastructure Fund (AIF), Animal
Husbandry Development Fund (AHDF), Agriculture Loan
Fund (ALF), PMFME and National Livestock Mission
(NLM).The DCemphasized a holistic and mission-mode
approach to increase uptake and impact.

The meeting was attended by Rishi Kumar Sharma GM
DIC Kishtwar, Idrees Lone ACR Kishtwar, Shahnawaz
Bali CPO Kishtwar, Kushal Chandail CAO Kishtwar, Sajid
Mustafa CHO Kishtwar, DSHO Kishtwar, LDM Kishtwar,
DAO Kishtwar and other allied Sectoral officers.

Doda: Dharti Aaba
Janbhagidari campaign held
at Village Bhakhna Dhal
Khankir- Gundana block

B HTNEWS DESK

DODA, JUNE 17: As part of the ongoing Janjatiya Gaurav
Varshand under the banner of Dharti Aaba Janbhagidari
Abhiyan—India’s largest tribal outreach and empower-
ment campaign—aspecial awareness and benefit satu-
ration camp was today organized at Village Bhakhna
Dhal Khankir, Block Gundna today.

The programme was presided over by the Additional
District Development Commissioner (ADDC) Din
Mohammad Affaqi.

In his address, the ADDC encouraged the tribal com-
munity to avail maximum benefit from the services
provided under the campaign.

The departmental stalls set up at the venue offered vital
information and on-the-spot servicesrelated to flagship
schemes such as PMAY (G), MGNREGA, NRLM, Ayush-
man Bharat (PMJAY), Post-Matric Scholarships, Kisan
Credit Card (KCC) and the Forest Rights Act.

The camp also featured awareness sessions, health
check-ups, on-the-spot registration for job cards and
health cards and assistance for various beneficiary-
oriented schemes. Local residents interacted directly
with departmental representatives to resolve their
queries and concerns.

The event concluded witha cultural tribute to Bhagwan
BirsaMunda, celebrating tribal traditions through music
and folk performances.

Work on PMGSY project

resumed by resolving dispute
m  HTNEWS DESK

POONCH, JUNE 17: The construction work of Sailan to
Marha Bridge PMGSY road has been resumed after the
resolution of a dispute that caused significant delays in
its completion.

Some residents had obstructed the project due toland-
related issues, halting road work despite the bridge's
successful completion in March 2025.

In response to the situation, the Deputy Commissioner
Vikas Kundal took decisive action by directing the rev-
enue department to extend necessary support to the
PMGSY engineering team. The intervention effectively
addressed the dispute, allowing road construction to
recommence.The local community has expressed grat-
itude to the district administration for resolving the
long-standing issue. The resumption of work is antici-
pated to greatly enhance connectivity and improve
infrastructure in the region, benefiting all residents.
Vikas Kundal took decisive action by directing the rev-
enue department to extend necessary support to the
PMGSY engineering team. The intervention effectively
addressed the dispute, allowing road construction to
recommence.The local community has expressed grat-
itude to the district administration for resolving the
long-standing issue. The resumption of work is antici-
pated to greatly enhance connectivity and improve
infrastructure in the region, benefiting all residents.
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DC Kishtwar reviews arrangements for
Urs of Shah Farid-Ud-Din (RA) -

KISHTWAR, JUNE 17: Deputy Commissioner
Pankaj Kumar Sharma today conducted an exten-
sive inspection of the Mini Secretariat, New DC

HT NEWS DESK

with provisions for generator sets as

| HT NEWS DESK
TV NEWS DESR backup.

KISHTWAR, JUNE 17: Deputy Commis-
sioner Pankaj Kumar Sharma today con-
vened a meeting of the line departments
toreview the arrangements for the Urs of
ShahFarid-Ud-DinSahib (RA), scheduled
on June 21, 2025.

The DC inquired about the measures
initiated for logistic and civic amenities
including the provision of accommodation
for visiting devotees, power and water
supply, firewood, ration, LPG, sanitation,
security, medical care, transportation,
fire tender services and overall traffic
management. He issued a slew of direc-
tions to the concerned departments.

SSPKishtwar assured that comprehen-
sive security arrangements will be putin
place during the Urs celebrations.

The DC directed the XEN, Jal Shakti, to
ensure the availability of sufficient drink-
ing water for devotees/Ziareens at all
shrines and at Biat-Ul-Ziareen, with a
backup provision of water tankers.

The DCalso directed the EO Municipal
Council to carry out repair and replace-

ment of non-functional streetlightsinthe
town and adjoining areas of the shrines,
and in the Chowgan ground to facilitate
hassle-free movement of devotees. He
alsoemphasized cleanliness around both
shrines and stressed the lime lining of
roads leading to them.

Additionally, the ARTO, DTI and police

administration were instructed to devise
a proper transport plan, arrange addi-
tional buses for the smooth to-and-fro
movement of pilgrims, and manage traf-
fic and vehicle parking effectively.
TheJPDCLwasdirected to ensure unin-
terrupted power supply at both shrines
and theaccommodation areas for Ziareens,

The Deputy Commissioner also direct-

ed for setting up of a Joint Information
Dissemination Booth by the Civil Admin-
istration and Police to spread awareness,
provide information and facilitate public
announcements.

Representatives from the Augaf Kisht-

war and Sajada-e-Nasheen (from both
shrines)apprised the DCofvariousissues.
The DC listened attentively and issued
necessary directions onthe spot, assuring
them of full support from the administra-
tion.

Necessary directions were also given

to the FCS&CA, Health Department, Fire

and Emergency Services for making effi-
cient and adequate arrangements.

The meeting was attended by Naresh
Singh, SSP Kishtwar; Pawan Kotwal, ADC
Kishtwar; Idrees Lone, ACR Kishtwar;
Rishi Kumar Sharma, PO ICDS Kishtwar;
Kaiser Bhawani, CEO Kishtwar Develop-
ment Authority besides other District and
Sectoral Officers and representatives of
socio-religious organizations.

Mega Yoga event organised at
historic Samba Fort as prelude to
11th International Day of Yoga

] HT NEWS DESK

SAMBA, JUNE 17: The
Department of AYUSH, in
collaboration with District
Administration Samba,
organized a Yoga Event at
the historic Samba Fort
today, markingasignificant
prelude to the upcoming
11th International Day of
Yoga celebrations.

The wellness initiative
was conducted under the
guidance of Deputy Com-
missioner Rajesh Sharma
and Director AYUSH J&K,
Dr. Nuzhat Bashir Shah,
with direct supervision by
District Nodal Officer
AYUSH Dr. Renu Dass.

The comprehensive pro-
gram commenced withan
enlightening awareness

session on yoga delivered
by Dr.Rozy, Medical Officer,
AHWC Gho Brahmna, fol-
lowed byanengaging dem-
onstration and practice of
the Common Yoga Protocol.
Theeventwitnessed enthu-
siastic participation from
government officials, staff
membersand citizens from
across the district.

Addingeducational value
to the event, Dr. Mahesh
Sharma, Medical Officer
AHWC Nud, shared com-
prehensive insights into
yoga'srich history, underly-
ing philosophy and exten-
sive health benefits, enrich-
ing participants’
understanding of this
ancient practice.

The event achieved
exceptional success with
more than 180 participants,

actively engaging in the
yoga session, demonstrat-
ing the community's grow-
ingcommitment to holistic
wellness practices. The
enthusiastic response
reflects the increasing
awareness and acceptance
of yogaas anintegral com-
ponent of healthy living.

Held at the culturally
significant Samba Fort, this
mega event not only pro-
moted physicaland mental
wellness but also high-
lighted the integration of
traditional practices with
modern health initiatives.

Dr. Divya Sharma, Med-
ical Officer AYUSH, pre-
sented the formal vote of
thanks, while the session
concluded with inspiring
remarks from DC Samba
Rajesh Sharma.

DC Ramban reviews disaster
preparedness, mitigation strategies
ahead of monsoon, SANJY 2025

| HT NEWS DESK/KNS

RAMBAN, JUNE 17: Dep-
uty Commissioner
Mohammad Alyas Khan
today convened ameeting
of frontline departments
to discuss Disaster Pre-
paredness and the effec-
tiveimplementationofthe
mitigation Plan in the
district, especiallyinview
ofthe upcoming monsoon
seasonand ShriAmarnath
JiYatra (SANJY), 2025.

The meeting was attend-
ed by SSPKulbir Singh, SSP
Traffic NHW Raja Adil
Hamid Ganaie, ADC Var-
unjeet Singh Charak, ACR
Dr. Shokat Hayat Mattoo,
SDMs, Tehsildars, Dy. SPs
and heads of all frontline
departments.Referring to
the natural calamities wit-

nessed in the recent past,
the Deputy Commission-
er stressed the need for
effectiveimplementation
of the District Disaster
Management Plan with
special focus on Hazard
Vulnerability Capacityand
Risk Assessment(HVCRA),
prevention, mitigation,
preparedness, response
protocols and standard
operating procedures.

The DCdirected the stake-
holder departments deal-
ing with emergenciesand
disasters to remain in a
state ofalertness and pre-
paredness, especially dur-
ing the monsoon period
and during the SAN-
JY-2025.He underlined the
need for keeping the Quick
Response Teams (QRTs),
SDRE, Civil Defence and

Tehsil Disaster Manage-
ment Committees on high
alert.He directed for
ensuring flawless func-
tioning of Control Rooms
established at the district
level to coordinate and
respond to any emergent
situation.Later, the Depu-
ty Commissioner,accom-
panied by the team of
officers inspected the
ongoing construction
work of the cut-and-cover
tunnel at Mehar, which is
nearing completion. He
directed the Project Direc-
tor National Highway
Authority to deploy ade-
quate manpower and
machinery at all vulner-
able spots along NH-44
from Nashri to Banihal to
ensure the smooth flow
of traffic and timely.

DDC Reasi reviews implementation of agriculture & allied sector Credit-Linked Schemes

] HT NEWS DESK

REASI, JUNE 17: District Development
Commissioner (DDC) Reasi, Nidhi Malik
convened acomprehensive review meet-
ing today to assess the progress of the
agriculture and allied sector credit-linked
schemes.The meeting was attended by
functionaries of stakeholder departments
and representatives from banking insti-
tutionsThe meeting focused on the per-

formance matrix, sanctioning, and dis-
bursement status of key schemes,
including the Pradhan Mantri Formalisa-
tion of Micro Food Enterprises (PM-FME),
PM-KISAN, Kisan Credit Card (KCC) and
the Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF).
The DDC emphasized the vital role of
banksinsupporting farmers by ensuring
hassle-free and timely credit disburse-
ment, which is crucial to achieving the
district’sagricultural development goals.

DDC Reasi Malik inquired about the
number of pending cases under the Holis-
ticAgriculture Development Programme
(HADP) and sought clarification on the
reasons for pendency in the AIF scheme.
Shealsodirected the Agriculture Depart-
ment to organise special training sessions
for KKGs to enhance their understanding
and outreach capabilities.

Further, the DDC instructed to widely
circulate the calendar of upcoming aware-

ness camps, ensuring transparency and
public participation. She directed the
Agriculture Department to organise
awareness camps in Mahore and other
areastoinformthelocal population about
various schemes and how to avail the
benefits of the same.

The meeting was attended by CPO Rea-
si Narinder Kumar, CAO, CHO, CAHO,
DSHO, Cluster head and other concerned
officers.

District Administration Ramban
gears up for Int’] Yoga Day celebration

[ HT NEWS DESK

RAMBAN, JUNE 17: Deputy Commis-
sioner Mohammad Alyas Khan today
chaired ameeting of senior officers at the
DCOffice Complex toreview the prepared-
ness for the International Yoga Day, being
observed across the district under the
theme "Yoga for One Earth, One Health."
The meeting was attended by Senior
Superintendent of Police Ramban Kulbir
Singh; SSP Traffic NHW Raja Adil Hamid
Ganaie; Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Varunjeet Singh Charak; Assistant
Commissioner Revenue Dr. Shokat Hayat
Mattoo; Chief Planning Officer Dr.Shakeeb
Ahmed Rather, SDMs, Tehsildars, Dy. SPs,
district heads of the departments and
representatives of Beopar Mandal Ram-
ban.

The meeting decided that the district-
level Yoga event will be organized at the
District Administrative Complex, Maitra,
while similar programs will be hosted at
Sub-Division and Tehsil Headquarters
and other designated locations across the

@ 00 ©

district. The Deputy Commissioner briefed
the officers on their respective roles and
responsibilities while stressing maximum
participation of government employees
fromtheir respective departments, prom-
inentcitizensand youth oftheareainthe
district-level function and other venues.
The District Nodal Officer for Yoga was

directed tocoordinate with the concerned
departments to ensure smooth and fool-
proof arrangements for the event. The
Chief Education Officer was instructed
toarrange transport facilities for students
and furnish thelist of officials and students
participatinginthedistrict-level program
within two days.

He also directed the line departments to
make all necessary arrangements at the
venueswellinadvance,includinglogistics,
seating, water supply, power supply, PAS
and first aid to facilitate smooth conduct
of the yoga sessions across the district.
The Deputy Commissioner briefed the
officers on their respective roles and
responsibilities while stressing maximum
participation of government employees
fromtheirrespective departments, prom-
inent citizens and youth of the areainthe
district-level function and other venues.
The District Nodal Officer for Yoga was
directed tocoordinate with the concerned
departments to ensure smooth and fool-
proof arrangements for the event. The
Chief Education Officer was instructed
toarrange transport facilities for students
and furnish thelist of officials and students
participatingin the district-level program
withintwodays.Healsodirected theline
departments to make all necessary
arrangements at the venues well in
advance, includinglogistics, seating, water
supply, power supply, PAS and first aid to
facilitate smooth conduct of the yoga.

Office Complex, reviewing ongoing departmental
operations and engaging directly with staff to
understand their work and challenges.

The DC visited all three blocks of the Mini Secre-
tariatand assessed the functioning of the depart-
ments, interacted with officers and employees
and took stock of the issues being faced by them.
He emphasized the importance of prompt public
service delivery, professional conduct and a peo-
ple-centric approach.

A significant part of the inspection focused on
cleanliness and the upkeep of the Secretariat
premises. The DC issued on-the-spot directions
toensure hygienic working conditions and stressed
that a clean environment enhances both produc-
tivity and public trust.

He assured the staff that genuine administrative
andinfrastructural concerns would be addressed
in a timely manner. He also encouraged them to
maintain efficiency, discipline and accountability
in their daily operations.

The DCwas accompanied by ADC Pawan Kotwal,
ACR Idrees Lone, PO ICDS Rishi Kumar Sharma,
Dr. besides other officers.

Deputy Commissioner chairs
meeting to finalize Muharram
arrangements in Poonch

o HT NEWS DESK

POONCH, JUNE 17: Deputy Commissioner Vikas
Kundal today chaired a meeting to review and
finalize the arrangements for the Muharram.
The meeting was convened to ensure that all
necessary facilities and services are in place for
the Muharram processions and congregations.
Representatives from religious organizations
present in the meeting highlighted required
measures withregard to procession routes, special
congregations, uninterrupted power and water
supply, road repairs, deployment of security per-
sonnel, medical and ambulance availability, pub-
lic address systems, ration and LPG distribution,
traffic management, sanitation, functioning of
street lights and provision of water tankers.
Responding to the demands, the Deputy Com-
missioner directed the Poonch Municipality and
Municipal Committee Surankote to ensure thor-
ough cleanliness in towns and congregation ven-
ues. He instructed the Chief Medical Officer to
make arrangements for adequate medical and
emergency services during Muharram processions
and at Imambargahs.

The Public Health Engineering Department and
Power Development Departments were directed
toensure continuous water and electricity supply
toreligious sites and procession venues. They were
also asked to deploy water tankers as needed.
The Deputy Commissioner emphasized the impor-
tance of maintaining close coordination with
community leaders and civil society to ensure a
peaceful and respectful observance of Muharram.
Additional SPPoonchassured that comprehensive
security arrangements would be made, including
the deployment of adequate police personnel at
all key locations.

The meeting was attended by Additional Deputy
Commissioner Poonch, Additional SP Poonch, Chief
Medical Officer, Executive Engineers of PWD (R&B),
Jal Shakti, JPDCL, ARTO, DIO, Tehsildars of Haveli
and Mandi, AD FCS&CA, officers from other line
departments and prominent civil society repre-
sentatives of Poonch.

DC Samba reviews anti-flood
preparedness measures

] HT NEWS DESK

SAMBA, JUNE 17: Deputy Commissioner Rajesh
Sharma today chaired a crucial meeting here in
the Conference Hall toreview and assess anti-flood
control measures in view of the upcoming mon-
S00n season.

The DC emphasized the need for coordinated
efforts, quick response mechanism and inter-
agency preparedness to mitigate flood-related
risks and ensure the safety of life and property.
He directed all departments to remain on high
alert and submit updated contingency plans and
resource inventories.

The session concluded witha detailed discussion
onvulnerable zones, emergency response proto-
cols and public awareness strategies.

The meeting witnessed the active participation
of ADDC Champa Devi, ADC Jagdish Singh & senior
officers from civiladministration, representatives
of BSF,NDRF and officials from concerned depart-
ments.
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Israel has right to defend itself : G7 leaders,

while Trump leaves Summit early

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Alberta (Canada), June 17

The Group of Seven lead-
ers, meeting here for the
51st Summit, on Tuesday
affirmed supporttolsrael,
describinglIranasthe 'prin-
cipal source of regional
instability and terror’,
while US President Donald
Trump left the meeting
early afterwarningIranian
people toevacuate Tehran.
The G-7 leaders who are
attending the two-day
Summit, reiterated com-
mitment to peace and sta-
bility in the Middle East
and called for resolution
ofthelraniancrisisleading
toabroader de-escalation
of hostilities in the region,
including a ceasefire in
Gaza.

In a statement 'Recent
Developments Between
Israel And Iran’, the G-7
leaders asserted that Isra-
el has a right to defend
itself and Iran can never
have a nuclear weapon.
'We, the leaders of the G7,
reiterate our commitment
to peace and stability in
the Middle East. In this

context we affirm that
Israel hasaright todefend
itself. Wereiterate our sup-
port for the security of
Israel. We also affirm the
importance of the protec-
tionof civilians.Iranis the
principal source of region-
al instability and terror.
We have been consistent-
ly clear thatIran can never
have a nuclear weapon,'
they said in a brief state-
ment.

They said they would
remain vigilant to the
implications for interna-
tional energy marketsand
stand ready to coordinate,
including with like-mind-
ed partners, to safeguard

market stability.

The statementcameasthe
US President abruptly left
for home on Monday eve-
ning cutting short his
visit to Canada as the
Israel-Irancrisis deepened
further. President Trump
warned Iranian people to
'immediately evacuate
Tehran.'

“Iran should have signed
the (nuclear) deal I told
them to sign. What a
shame and waste ofhuman
life. Simply stated, Iran
cannot have a nuclear
weapon. I said it over and
over again, Trump said.
Before he left the US Pres-
ident asked his National

Security Council tobe pre-
paredinthesituationroom
as he returns early from
the G7 Summit.

White House Press Secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt said
on X on Monday that
because of what was going
on in the Middle East,
President Trump would be
leaving tonight after din-
ner with Heads of State.
“President Trump had a
great day at the G7, even
signing a major trade deal
with the United Kingdom
and Prime Minister Keir
Starmer.Much wasaccom-
plished, but because of
what’s going on in the
Middle East, President
Trump will be leaving
tonight after dinner with
Heads of State.”

Trump told reporters he
hadtoleave early for “obvi-
ous reasons” but later
postedon Truth Social that
hisearly exit had “nothing
to do with” working on a
ceasefire between Israel
andIran.Hesaid thereason
forhisearly departure was
“much bigger.

Indian Army contingent departs for
France to part1c1pate in exerc1se Shakti

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 17

AnIndian Army contingent depart-
ed on Tuesday to participate in the
8th edition of the biennial India-
France joint military exercise, Shak-
ti, scheduled to be held from June 18
to July 1, at Camp Larzac, La Caval-
erie, in France.

The Indian contingent comprising
of 90 personnelis being represented
primarily by a Battalion of the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Rifles besides per-
sonnel from other arms and ser-
vices. The French contingent
comprising of 90 personnel will be
represented by the 13th Foreign
Legion Half-Brigade (13th DBLE), a
Defence Ministry statement said.

Exercise Shaktiisabiennial training
engagement between the Indianand
French Armies, aimed at enhancing
interoperability, operational coordi-
nation,and military to military con-
nect. This edition will focus on joint
operations in a sub-conventional

environment under Chapter VII of
the United Nations Charter, with
training being conducted in semi-
urban terrain.

The exercise will provide a platform
forboth contingents torehearse and
refine tactical drills, share best prac-
ticesin Tactics, Techniques and Pro-
cedures (TTPs), train on new gen-
eration equipment (contemporary
military technologies)and strength-
en physical endurance. It will also
foster esprit-de-corps, mutual
respectand professional camarade-
rie between the two armies.
Exercise Shakti-VIIlunderscoresthe
growing defence cooperation
between India and France and will
strengthen strategic ties between
the two friendly nations.

Action will be taken against erring officials for

delay in Kundmala bridge repair: BJP

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 17

Soon after the government issued
anotificationdeclaringthe 16th Caste
Census to begin from 2027, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)on Mon-
dayaccused the opposition Congress
party of always cheating and sup-
pressing the rights of OBCs.

"The OBC community has always
beenbetrayed by the Congress. Ifthe
Congress had genuine intent, it would
have formed a new commission after
scrapping the Kaka Kalelkar Com-
mission... Instead, they dismissed
the commission’s reportand contin-
ued torule...“Later, when the Mandal
Commission was constituted and
the Supreme Court upheld its legal-
ity, the Congress worked to weaken
the OBC Commission,” Union Min-
ister Bhupender Yadav said ata press
conference here.While slamming the
Opposition party for "suppressing
OBCrightsand caste censusreports”,
Minister Yadav gave credit to his

party for taking various initiatives
for the community including grant-
ing constitutional status to the OBC
Commission and implementing wel-
fare schemes.He said, "It was the BJP
government thatgranted reservation
tothe Economically Weaker Sections
(EWS).Congress has never stood with
the poor, OBCs, or SC/ST communi-
ties. Congress MP & LoP Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, calls Karnataka an
ideal state —but the timingand inter-
nal contradictions of their stance
show that social justice is merely a
showpiece for Congress.

Sonia Gandhi'’s
health stable: Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 17

The health of
Congress Parlia-
mentary Party
chairperson
Sonia Gandhi is
steadily improv-
ing, hospital
sources said
today.

Sources at the Sir Ganga Ram Hos-
pital said that the former Congress
president is responding well to
treatment for an abdominal infec-
tion and is recovering steadily.
The 78-year-old veteranleader was
admitted to Sir Ganga Ram Hospital
on Sunday night after she com-
plained of abdominal pain. Hospital
sources said that sheis under med-
ical supervision.

Gandhihad alsoundergone amed-
ical check-up at the hospital last
week

Trump warns Iranians to leave
Tehran amid escalating tensions

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Washington/Tel Aviv, June 17

US President Donald Trump has
called for a mass exodus in the Ira-
nian capital, asIsrael’swarwithlIran
hasenteredits fifth day, with massive
strikes being carried out by Tel Aviv
against Tehran.

"Iran should have signed the 'deal' I
told themtosign. Whata shame, and
waste of human life. Simply stated,
IRAN CAN NOT HAVE A NUCLEAR
WEAPON. I said it over and over
again!"TrumpsaidinapostonTruth
Social, according to Iran Interna-
tional.

"Everyone should immediately
evacuate Tehran!" he added.
"AMERICA FIRST means many
GREATthings, including the factthat,
IRAN CAN NOT HAVE A NUCLEAR
WEAPON. MAKE AMERICA GREAT
AGAIN!!!"

Trump’s post and announcement
came afterIsrael struckIran’s state-
run IRIB media agency during a live
broadcast, after 8 Israeli citizens were

killed in Tel Aviv by Iranian missile
strikes. Following the attack, Israeli
Defence Minister Israel Katz had
vowed retribution, stating that Ira-
nian citizens will have to “pay the
price.”

So far, over 24 people have been
killedinIsrael and more 227 Iranians
were Kkilled on Friday by Israeli
strikes.

Additionally, Israel apart fromkilling
several members of Iran’s top brass
on Friday also killed the newly
appointed IRGC commander Gen Ali
Shademani today just days after his
predecessor Gholam Ali Rashid was

killed.

After Trump cut short his G7 visit to
address the new situation, the US
deployed more aircraft to Europe,
placing them closer to West Asia in
toprotectitsinterests, reports Time.
Secretary of Defence Pete Hegseth
saidinaMonday statement on X that
“additional capabilities” have also
been deployed to the Middle East.
“Protecting US forces is our top pri-
ority and these deployments are
intended to enhance our defensive
posture in the region,” he said.
White House spokesperson Alex
Pfeiffer rebutted the suggestion that
the moves indicate that the U.S. has
joined the war. “American forces are
maintaining their defensive posture,
and that has not changed. We will
defend American interests,” he said
onX.

“We are vigilant. We are prepared.
We have messaged consistently from
thebeginning thatwe'reintheregion
todefend our people and our assets,”
Hegseth said on Fox News on Mon-
day.

Atleast 15 killed, 75 injured in major Russian attack on Ukraine

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Kiev, June 17

At least 15 people were killed and
75 others injured in Russian missile
and drone strikes on Ukraine over-
night Tuesday, Ukrainian Interior
Minister Thor Klymenko said in a
statement.

The capital Kiev was hit hardest in
the attack, where a ballistic missile
struckanine-story apartmentbuild-
ing, killing 14 people and injuring 60
others, the Interfax-Ukraine news
agency cited the minister as saying.
In the southern city of Odesa, one
person was killed and 10 others

injured. Casualties were alsoreport-
edintheKievand Chernihivregions.
Tymur Tkachenko, head of the Kiev
City Military Administration, said
Russialaunched atotal of 175 drones,
along withmore than 14 cruise mis-
siles and two ballistic missiles at the
capital, hitting residential areas.

SC denies anticipatory bail in
'Donkey Route’' immigration scam

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 17

The Supreme Court has declined to
grantanticipatory bail toaHaryana
man accused of orchestrating an
illegal immigration racket through
the notorious “donkey route,”
expressing strong disapproval over
suchactivities that,according tothe
Court, tarnish the reputation of
Indian passports globally.

Avacationbench comprisingJustices
Ujjal Bhuyanand Manmohan, while
rejecting the plea filed by Om
Prakash, observed on Monday (June
16), “Because of people like you, the
value of the Indian passportisdimin-
ished.” The bench noted that the

charges against the petitioner
involved grave allegations of human
smuggling and fraud.

The “donkey route” is a term com-
monly used todescribeillicit migra-
tion pathways involving multiple
border crossings via human traf-
fickers.

Individuals attempting to reach
countries like the United States and

the United Kingdom often endure
perilous journeys through forests,
deserts, and detention zones,
bypassing formalimmigration pro-
cedures.

The Court took note of the prosecu-
tion's claims that Om Prakash con-
spired with the main accused to
cheat the complainant under the
pretextoffacilitating legal migration
to the United States in exchange for
Rs 43 lakh.

Instead, the victim was sent through
a harrowing sequence of countries
starting in Dubai, moving across
Central America,and eventuallyinto
Mexico, before being forced to cross
the U.S.borderillegally via the dan-
gerous terrain of Panama’s jungles.

Netanyahu says war a;

painst [ran has ignited

a light to freedom’ for Iranians

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Tel Aviv/Tehran, June 17 (UNI)

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahuhas called Israel’songoing
war with Iran a campaign to rid the
country of its "evil rulers", stating
that the regime’s days were num-
bered, and “alight” to “freedom” has
been lit.

"A light has been lit — carry it to
freedom,” Netanyahutold IranInter-
national.

Netanyahusaid Israel's military cam-
paignagainstIranis givingits people
achanceto topple the Islamic Repub-
lic, adding that the ruling system'’s
days were numbered.

“Thisisthe time,” he said. “Your hour
of freedom is near — it’s happening
now.”

Callingtheregime anenduring threat
againstIsrael withits nuclear weap-
ons ambitions and ballistic missile
programmes, hesaid thatthe “tyrants
of I[ran” would stop at nothing short
of the complete destruction of the
Jewish state.

Stating thatIran’s project for Israel’s
destruction was to be carried out in
two stages, he said “One is to rush
forward with their nuclear pro-
gramme to develop atomic bombs
to destroy Israel.

"Second, they've programmed to
build a vast missile, ballistic missile
arsenal ... Each missile carrying a
one-ton payload, just slamminginto
our cities, killing our women, our
children.”

“They were going to build 20,000 of

these,” he added.

Netanyahu called Israel’s ongoing
campaign as both a defensive war
and anopportunity for theleadership
in Tehran to be overthrown.

“This is evil against good, and it's
time for good people to stand up with
the good, the good people of Iran,
and good people everywhere against
this madness foisted on all of us by
thisradical tyranny.It'sabouttoend.”
He went to add that while Tehran
feared Israel, its biggest fear was its
ownpeople,due totheregime’s mas-
sive unpopularity in the country.
“These dictators in Iran, sure they
fear us — but they fear you, the peo-
pleoflran,evenmore,” he said. “They
understand that 80 per cent of Ira-
nians despise them."

Amit Shah releases flood hazard zonation atlas of Assam

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Guwahati, June 17

Union Home minister Amit Shah has
released the Flood Hazard Zonation
Atlas of Assam during the annual
conference of relief commissioners/
secretaries of disaster management
and state disaster response forces
(SDREFs), civil defence, home guards
and fire services of states/UTs.

"Today (Monday), the Union Home
Minister launched the Flood Hazard
Zonation Atlas of Assam, a satellite-
based analysis of flooding patterns
in the state.This Atlas will help usin
regulating development in flood-

@ 00 ©

plains, promoting flood resilient
agriculture, support crop insurance
schemes, preparing disaster manage-
ment plans among others," said
Assam Chief minister HimantaBiswa
Sarma on his X handle.

Thisis the third version of the Flood
Hazard Zonation Atlas prepared by
NRSC/ISRO on request from Assam
State Disaster Management Author-
ity (ASDMA ) using satellite datafrom
1998 to 2023.

Since Assamis one of the worst flood-
affected states in the country, ISRO
hasbeen providing extensive space-
based support to the state govern-

ment in disaster management from
time to time. NRSC/ISRO released
thefirstversionofthe Atlasfor Assam

in2011, whichwas updatedin 2015.
The Atlasaims to provide the analy-
sisof satellite-derived flood inunda-

tionlayers during 1998-2023.Italso
helped in generation of a flood fre-
quency map, flood hazard zonation
categories/ maps at state/districtand
village levels. This also provides an
overall scenario of the flood situation
in Assam in the last 26 years.

A statement issued by the Assam
State Disaster Management Author-
ity said that bout 400 satellite imag-
es(opticaland microwave)acquired,
covering various flood magnitudes
inAssam were thoroughly analyzed
in generating flood hazard maps.
"This is instrumental in controlling
developmental activities in flood-

prone areas and constructing relief,
rescue,and healthcare facilities. The
study included the analysis of flood
frequency, inundation areas at
administrative levelsindistrictsand
villages and water-level observations
obtained from Central Water Com-
mission for identified river gauge
sites along the main Brahmaputra
river and its tributaries," the state-
ment said.

"The Atlas will be available on the
ASDMA website for the benefit of the
publicand forthe districtadministra-
tion for effective planning and deci-
sion-making," it said.
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The Incredible Health Benefits of Mango

T

[ ] Sahil Manzoor

ealthhasnoalternative. It should always
be our top priority. True development
doesnot lie in owningluxurious houses,
branded cars, or wearing premium
clothes. Real progress begins with being physically
fit and healthy. Sadly, many people focus more on
earning wealth and eventually spend their entire
savings on treating health issues later in life.

To maintain good health and avoid life-threaten-
ing diseases, we mustadopt anutritious and balanced
diet. It is our duty to include seasonal fruits and
vegetables in our meals and educate our families
about their benefits. Health authorities across the
world advocate for the inclusion of fresh, natural, and
pure foods in our diets to ensure a healthier lifestyle.

Among the many fruits gifted to us by nature,
mango stands out as one of the most delicious and
beneficial. Let’s explore some amazing facts and
health benefits of mangoes.

A Glimpse into the World of Mangoes

Mango is a seasonal fruit native to India and
Southeast Asia. It is cultivated extensively in Indian
states such as Maharashtra, Orissa, and Punjab.
Mangoes come invarious varieties, differingin taste,
size,and texture. They are notonly a treat to the taste
buds but also a powerhouse of nutrients.

Health Benefits of Mango

Boosts Immunity

MangoisrichinVitaminE, which playsavitalrole
in strengthening the immune system. People with
Vitamin E deficiencies are more susceptible to infec-
tions.Regularintake of mango helps protect the body
from various illnesses.

Improves Digestive Health

Mango contains digestive enzymes known as
amylases, which break down complex carbohydrates
into simple sugars, aiding digestion. This makes
mango a gut-friendly fruit.

Supports Heart Health

The presence of potassium and magnesium in

mango helps regulate blood flow, supports cardio-
vascular function, and reduces the risk of high blood
pressure. It also aids in lowering bad cholesterol
levels.

Enhances Eye Health

Mango is packed with nutrients like Vitamin A
and antioxidants that are crucial for maintaining
good eyesight and preventing eye-related issues such
as night blindness and dry eyes.

Prevents Cancer

Mangoes contain powerful antioxidants that
combat oxidative stress, thereby reducing the risk of
certain types of cancer. These include polyphenols
and other compounds that neutralize harmful free
radicals in the body.

Rich in Essential Nutrients

Mango is a great source of vitamins and minerals
including Vitamin B, folate, copper, and more. These
nutrients contribute to overall physical development
and the smooth functioning of body systems.

Final Thoughts and Suggestions

We must adopt abalanced diet—one thatincludes
all essential components like vitamins, minerals,
carbohydrates, proteins, fats,and water. This not only
keeps our bodies fitand healthy but also strengthens
our resistance to diseases.

Equallyimportantis staying away from junk food,
especially oily and recycled street food, which dete-
riorates our health and weakens ourimmune system
over time. Let’s cultivate the habit of choosing healthy,
seasonal, and natural food options.

Remember, health is real wealth. Let us value it
before it’s too late.

Sahil Manzoor
sahilmanzoor0401@gmail.com

Free Medical Camp Held Gagra Gool

] HT NEWS DESK

Ramban, June 17; Health Department
successfully organized acomprehen-
sive two days free Medical Camp at
Gagra, catering to the healthcare
needs of the local population. Over
650 patients received medical con-
sultations and free medicines, with
Haemoglobin and Diabetes Mellitus
testing facilities, and screening for
Tuberculosis (TB) and Non-Commu-
nicable Diseases (NCDs).The Camp
was organized by the BMO Gool Dr.
Ashfaq Hassanin line with the direc-
tions of DDC Chairperson RambanDr.
Shamshad Shan and MLA Banihal
Sajjad Shaheen. The BMO consulted
nearly 500 patients, while other doc-

torsattended to a significant number
of patients. Local representatives and
senior citizens expressed gratitude
tothe team of Health Department for

providing spec1allzed care at their
doorstep. BMO Gool also interacted
with senior citizens and addressed
their concerns.

DC reviews functioning of Animal and Sheep
Husbandry Departments in Poonch District
Flags off FMD Vaccination Drive

] HT NEWS DESK

POONCH,JUNE 17: Deputy Commis-
sioner Vikas Kundal chaired ameeting
today toassess the functioning of the
Animal Husbandry and Sheep Hus-
bandry Departments in the district.

Earlier, the DC flagged off Foot and
Mouth Disease (FMD) vaccination
drive here from the District Veterinary
Hospital.

Attheoutset, the departmental func-
tionaries provided comprehensive
updates on the initiatives for promo-
tion of Dairy Development, Poultry
Development and Artificial Insemina-
tion. The Deputy Commissioner
emphasized the importance of effec-
tive grassroots implementation to
ensure that the benefits of these pro-
grams reach every eligible benefi-
ciary.

Key discussions included the status
of the DAKSH Kissan Portal, with
directives forincreasing farmerenroll-
ment and timely course completion.
The Deputy Commissioner also
reviewed milk and egg productionin
the district, while highlighting the
need for timely execution of Footand
Mouth vaccination rounds.

In pursuit of financial inclusivity,
progress on Kisan Credit Card (KCC)
saturationin Dairy and Poultry sectors

was evaluated, setting the target of
100% coverage of farm-operating
families. The Deputy Commissioner
called for aggressive awareness cam-
paignsregarding the National Artifi-
cial Insemination Programme (NAIP)
to educate livestock owners on its
benefits.The Deputy Commissioner
directed the sheep Husbandry officers
tofocusonfield activities like dipping
and vaccination. The establishment
of first aid camps along migratory
routes was stressed to ensure timely
veterinary support tonomadicbreed-
ers.In closing remarks, the Deputy
Commissioner urged both depart-
ments to meet their financial year
2025-26 targets systematically,
stressing the need for robust aware-
nesscampaigns and interdepartmen-
tal coordination for effective service
delivery to the grassroots.

Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan
IEC campaigns to raise
awareness on ill effects
of drug abuse continue
in Budgam

] HT NEWS DESK

BUDGAM, JUNE 17: As part of the ongoing
Nasha Mukt Jammu and Kashmir Abhiyan, a
series of Information, Education & Communi-
cation (IEC) campaigns were today held across
multiple panchayats and municipal areas of
district Budgam to raise awareness about the
ill effects of drug abuse and to mobilize com-
munities towards a drug-free society.

The awareness programmes were conducted
at Gogjipatheri A, Gogjipatheri B, Dadompora
Payeen, Dadompora Balla, Bonyar, Government
Middle School Surnhall, and Panchayat Ghar
Choon.

In addition, several municipal wards of
Khansahib also witnessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation in the campaign.

These events marked another step forward
in the district administration’s commitment
toeradicate the growing menace of substance
abuse.Organised with the active collaboration
of departments such as Health, Education,
Social Welfare, and local bodies including the
Municipal Committee Khansahib, the events
drew the involvement of students, teachers,
civil society members and youth volunteers.

Resource persons from the concerned depart-
ments sensitized the participants on various
facets of substance abuse including its psycho-
logical, social, and legal consequences.

Focus was placed on early intervention,
strengthening community-level support sys-
tems, and linking vulnerable individuals with
counselling and rehabilitation services.

The programmes featured interactive sessions,
anti-drug pledge ceremonies, educational skits,
awareness rallies, poster exhibitions, and
distribution of [EC materials. Youth participants
were encouraged to act as agents of change
within their peer groups and localities.

Itwasemphasized that the fight againstdrugs
requires a united societal response, where
schools, families,and communities work hand-
in-hand to promote healthy lifestyles, iden-
tify red flags early, and provide support with-
out stigma.
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DC Kupwara Chairs NCORD meeting, directed
concerned officers to intensify the IEC activities.

| HT NEWS DESK

KUPWARA JUNE 17: To
review the progress made to
curb the drug abuse in Kup-
wara district, a meeting of
District Level Committee of
Narco Coordination (NCORD)
was held today under the
chairpersonship of the Dep-
uty Commissioner (DC) Kup-
wara, Ms. Ayushi Sudan at
meeting hall of DC Office
Complex, here.

Atthe outset, the Deputy
Commissioner tookadetailed
appraisal from concerned
members of NCORD Commit-
tee regarding the present
scenario of drug related
occurrences, various issues
related to menace of drug
addiction, its control and
rehabilitation and areas of
concern.

The DC meticulously
reviewed theimplementation
of the measures taken and
progress achieved to elimi-
nate drug abuse and its ped-
dling in the district.

The Deputy Commissioner
tookfeedback fromthe mem-
bers of the Committee who
presented the latest report
related toaction taken against
drug-addictionand drugtraf-
ficking in the district.

The DCalso emphasized the
Officers including Enforce-
ment agencies for identifica-

tion and close vigil of entry
points, hot spots of drugs,
public places and abandoned
buildings.

Similarly, the DC also laid
thruston furtherintensifying
[ECcampaigns(seminars, ral-
lies and other programmes
onthe harmful effects of drug
menace) at Schools and Col-
leges levels to sensitize stu-
dents and common masses
about ill-effects of drugs and
close coordination between
Health, Education and other
line departments.

The Deputy Commissioner
meticulously reviewed the
functioning of Drug De-addic-
tion Centre Kupwara and
Addiction Treatment Facility
Centre (ATFC)Handwaraand
stressed for upscaling of the
therapeutic managementand
proper counselling of the drug
addicts which can help the
addicts to come out of the
menace.

The Deputy Commissioner
emphasized the need for pro-
viding self-employment

opportunities to the drug
victims who have beenrecov-
ered so that they can live a
dignified life in the society.

The DCsaid in order to com-
bat this rising societal prob-
lem, multi-pronged Reha-
bilitation, Counselling and
Guidance policyisindispens-
able to be implemented on
ground tomonitordrugabuse
and take remedial measures
to curb the menace so that
sufferings of the drug- affect-
ed persons are mitigated.

The Deputy Commissioner
whilereviewing theECactiv-
ities DC directed Tehsildars
and other concerned officers
tofurtherintensify the aware-
nesscampaignand IECactiv-
ities and ensure maximum
public participationin Nasha
mukth programmes.

DC directed the concerned
nodal officer to upload the IEC
activities on the Portal.

DCdirected concerned offi-
cers to make the Nasha Mukt
banners more attractive,
catchy and visible.

The meeting among others
was attended by ADC Kup-
wara, Gulzar Ahmad, ACR
Kupwara Peerzada Mumtaz
Ahmad ASP Kupwara Javid
Ahmad ASP Hanwara Fayaz
Jeelani,CMO Kupwara, Med-
ical Superintendent DHHand-
wara, DEPO , Assistant Drug
controller, Tehsildars.

District-Level NCORD meeting held at Udhampur
DC calls for strengthening of anti-drug measures

| HT NEWS DESK

UDHAMPUR, JUNE 17:
Deputy Commissioner
Saloni Rai on Tuesday
chaired a meeting of the
District-Level Committee
under the Narco Coordina-
tion Centre herein the Mini
Conference Hall, DC Office
Complex to assess the
implementation of drug
controlmeasures and their
on ground impact.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Senior Superinten-
dent of Police Amod Ashok
Nagpure, Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner Prem
Singh, Assistant Commis-
sioner Revenue, Dr.Umesh
Shan and other officers
from line departments.

The meeting held detailed
deliberations on progress
achieved in identification
of individuals involved in
illicitdrugtrade and inves-
tigationsinto the NDPS Act
cases.

The Drugs & Food Control
Organizationand the Police
Department were tasked
with submitting detailed
reports on types of drugs
seized and theirrespective
locationstofacilitate a tar-
geted and coordinated
crackdown on drug ped-
dling.

The DC directed them

enforcement departments
to submit comprehensive
action-taken reports on
earlier directives. She
sought updateson freezing
and attachment of financial
assets of drug traffickers,
action taken against phar-
macies selling scheduled
drugs without valid pre-
scriptions, measures to
curb illicit cultivation of
narcotic crops, rehabilita-
tion initiatives for victims
of substance abuse, surveil-
lance in educational insti-
tutions and implementa-
tion of Nasha Mukt
Panchayat campaign.

The DCinstructed stake-
holder departments to
scale up counseling ser-
vices and IEC activities to
raise public awareness,
especially atthe grassroots
level.

The identification and
monitoring of drug abuse
hotspots in the district,

action taken against gov-
ernment employees found
involvedindrugtrafficking
and inspection and moni-
toring of drug de-addiction
centres etc was also
stressed upon.

Tehsildars and ETO were
directed tomobilize teams
and machinery to identify
and destroy wild cannabis
growth in their jurisdic-
tions. The meeting was
attended by Senior Super-
intendent of Police Amod
Ashok Nagpure, Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner
Prem Singh, Assistant
Commissioner Revenue,
Dr. Umesh Shan and other
officers from line depart-
ments.

The meeting held detailed
deliberations on progress
achieved in identification
of individuals involved in
illicitdrugtrade and inves-
tigationsinto the NDPS Act
cases.

Comprehensive Antl -Drug IEC Campalgn held at GHSS Chlnta Bhaderwah

] HT NEWS DESK

BHADERWAH, JUNE 17: A comprehensive
Information, Education,and Communication
(IEC) campaign was successfully organized
at Higher Secondary School (HSS) Chinta,
Bhaderwah to combat the rising threat of
drugabuse amongyouth. The campaign held
under the direction of Deputy Commis-
sioner Harvinder Singh and the guidance of
Chief Education Officer Mohammad Hafiz,
witnessed enthusiastic participation from
multiple departments, including Education,
Health, Police, Social Welfare, Rural Develop-
ment, Excise and others.The awareness pro-
gramme focused on sensitizing students
about the harmful effects of substance abuse.
Resource persons fromdifferentdepartments
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delivered impactful talks, hlghllghtmg the
adverse effect of drugs on physical, mental

and social life of the individuals. The event
also included a pledge ceremony, where

students and staff committed themselves to
support the goals of the Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan, promotingadrug-free and respon-
sible society.To enhance engagement and
message retention, a sports event was orga-
nized, reinforcing the importance ofa healthy
lifestyle. ICT tools and video presentations
werealso used tocommunicate the anti-drug
message effectively. This multimedia
approach ensured a more interactive and
memorable learning experience for the stu-
dents.The campaign was coordinated by
Lecturer Arvind Kumar, under the overall
supervision of the District Administration.
The sessions were moderated by Vice Prin-
cipal RajMohammad and the program con-
cluded with a vote of thanks delivered by
the School Principal Dr. Som Shaker.
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Sportspersons Are Ambassadors of Peace and Prosperity: DG YSS
Flags Off J&K Contingent for National Aquatic Championship

| HT NEWS DESK

JAMMU, June 17: Sportspersons serve
as messengers of peace, prosperity, and
harmony, often emerging as influential
ambassadors due to their widespread
appeal and ability to inspire.

This sentiment was echoed by Anu-
radha Gupta, Director General of Youth
Services and Sports, Jammu & Kashmir,
while flagging off the J&K contingent for
the 78th Senior National Aquatic Cham-

pionship. The ceremony, held at the MA
Stadium, was avibrantand well-attend-
ed affair.

Acontingent of ten swimmers—five men
and five women—selected on merit, will
represent Jammu & Kashmir at the cham-
pionship, organized by the Swimming
Federation of India in Bhubaneswar,
Odisha, from June 22 to 26, 2025.
Commending the J&K Swimming Asso-
ciation foritsrelentless efforts in nurtur-
ing talent and promoting sports across
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the Union Territory, Gupta emphasised
the UT’s vast potential in athletics. She
stressed the importance of grassroots
development to harness this talent effec-
tively.

Extending her best wishes to the swim-
mers, she urged them to compete with
integrity and uphold the spirit of sports-
manship. Encouraging them to excel at
the national stage, she expressed hope
that their performances would bring
pride to their families, coaches, and

Jammu & Kashmir.Guptaalso highlight-
ed the transformative power of sports
in nation-building, urging the athletes
to seize the opportunity and inspire
society through their dedication.

The flag-off ceremony, organized by the
Jammu & Kashmir Swimming Associa-
tion, was conducted under the leadership
of President Ramandeep Singh Soodan,
General Secretary Bharat Kumar Sharma,
Joint Secretary and Coach Babita Rani,
and Treasurer Vikas Mahajan.

Department of Youth Services & Sports Zone Budgam

Srinagar Hosts District Pencak

Organises U-14 Football Tournament; International

Islamic School Wins Championship

] HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, 17 June 2025: In a proud
moment, International Islamic
School, Millatabad Peerbagh, won
the Under-14 Inter-School Zonal
Level Football Tournament 2025-26,
held in Budgam. The tournament
was organized by the Department
of Youth Services & Sports, Zone
Budgam and 11 teams took part of
this tournament. The young players
showed great skill and teamwork,
beating strong teams like Delhi Pub-
licSchool (DPS)Budgam and Founda-
tion World School (FWS) Mamath
Budgam in the final match.

The high-energy tournament was
witnessed by key officials, including
DYSSO Budgam G.H. Lone, ZPEO
BudgamTariq Ahmad Darand Organ-
ising Secretary PZ Kausar Ahmad,
alongside other officials from Zone
Budgam.

The International Islamic School
team, comprising talented young
athletes, demonstrated exemplary
sportsmanship and coordination
throughout the competition.

The winning team included players

A

Mohammad KashifBhat, Asfar Man-
zoor, Arhan Baba, Usman Bin Javaid
Mirchal, Hamza Nadeem Dar,
MuneebHassan, Ahmad AltafRath-
er, Junaid Latif Mir, Sheikh Muavin
Manzoor, Yariq Tariq, Mohammad
Yahya Gojri,Zain Mohammad, Huzai-
fah Majid Wani, Ayan Showkat Dar
and Usayd Inam Makhdoomi.

International Islamic School Chair-
man,Dr.TariqAhmad Bhat, expressed
immense pride in the students’
achievement "This victory reflects

the growing spirit of discipline,
sportsmanship, and excellence that
we cultivate atIIS. Our students have
not only won a trophy but have
shownthat determinationand team-
work can lead to great success. |
wholeheartedly congratulate our
young stars, their coach Muhtashim
Sir and our sports department.”

Principal, Umer Malik, praised the
dedication behind the scenes "Our
football team’s journey to the zonal
title is the result of persistent hard

work,commitment and support from
the entire school community. We
areimmensely proud of our boys for
their outstanding performance and
how they’ve carried the school’s
values onto the field."

Board of Directors, School Manage-
ment & Teaching Faculty jointly
stated "This victory belongs toevery
student, teacher, coach and staffwho
believed in the power of sports as a
foundation of education. We are
committed to nurturing talentinall
fields — academic, athletic and
beyond."

The school now setsits sightsonthe
district-level championships, with
renewed energy and higher aspira-
tions. This success story servesasan
inspiration to all students of Inter-
national Islamic School, to strive for
excellenceinevery endeavor,onand
off the field. The school now sets its
sightsonthedistrict-level champion-
ships, with renewed energy and
higher aspirations. This success
story serves as an inspiration to all
students of International Islamic
School, to strive for excellence in
every endeavor, on and off the field.

Silat Championship 2025.

ny. She lauded the efforts to promote
traditional martial arts among the
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Srinagar 17 June:The 10th Srinagar
District Pencak Silat Championship
2025began at the Indoor Stadium Polo
Ground & will continue till June 18.
The two-day event, organised by the
District Srinagar Pencak Silat Asso-
ciation and sponsored by the J&K
Sports Council, has attracted over450
participants from various schools &
clubs across the district.

Miss Anisa nabi (JKAS), Chief Sports
Officer, J&K Sports Council, was the
Chief Guest at the inaugural ceremo-

youth. Hilal Ahmad, Manager of the
Indoor Stadium Polo Ground, was also
present & extended his best wishes
to the participants.

The championship features competi-
tions across all age groups & aims to
encourage fitness, discipline, and
sporting culture in the region. The
event is a significant step towards
nurturinglocal talentand expanding
the reach of Pencak Silat in Jammu &
Kashmir.

The eventwas sponsored by J&K Sports
Council

Olympic
champion Zheng
defeated in
semifinals at
Queen’s club

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

London, June 17

China's Olympic champion Zheng
Qinwen ended her journey at the
Queen's Club Championships as the
world No. 5 lost to American Aman-
da Anisimova 6-2, 4-6, 6-4 in the
women's singles semifinals here.
The 22-year-old Zheng was obvi-
ously not in her best form as she not
onlystruggledin her first serves but
also made many unforced errors on
Saturday.Although she managed to
level the match while world No. 15
Anisimovaalso struggled in her own
serving gamesinthe second set, the
topseed ofthe WTA 500 grass-court
eventwas notgood enoughtooutplay
Anisimova."l have to say thatI could
not concentrate on playing but wor-
ried about my shoes," revealed Zheng,
who changed her shoes in the sixth
game of the deciding set.

"I noticed there was something
wrong with my shoes, but I didn't
realize that the sole has been unglued
until the third set.""They were
unused until yesterday, but they have
beenkept foryearsasthey were from
the period I was still playing in
juniors,” explained Zheng.
Asshedidn't receive any new pair of
grass-court shoes from her sponsor
in time, Zheng had to wear the pair
which she felt too slippery during
the last match again.
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