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CM Omar Abdullah Launches
‘Mission YUVA’ At SKICC

A visionary initiative to foster entrepreneurship in J&K by creating
1.37 lakh enierpnses 4.25 lakh jObS in 5 years

Amarnath Yatra,

People’s Yatra: LG Sinha

m HT News Desk / KNO

SRINAGAR, JUN 28: Describing the
upcoming annual Amarnath Yatra, slated to
commence on July 3, as a "people’s yatra,”
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on Satur-
day said that every section of society has
extended its full support to ensure the pil-
grimage is conducted peacefully and suc-
cessfully.

Chairing a high-level meeting with civil
society members, religious leaders, officials,
and security agencies at SKICC here, LG Sinha,
according to the news agency—KashmirNews
Observer (KNO) reaffirmed the administra-
tion’scommitment to asmooth and peaceful
the Amarnath Yatra. He acknowledged the
contributions of all stakeholders and empha-
sized the critical role of local communities
inits success.

The meeting witnessed the participation
of several prominent persons, including Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah, Principal Secretary
tothe LG Mandeep K. Bhandari, Chief Secre-

tary Atal Dulloo, top police officers,
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

LG Sinha, Omar
Meet Civil Society Ahead
of Amarnath Yatra

m  HT News Desk / KNO

SRINAGAR,JUN28: Asanoutreachahead
of the annual Amarnath Yatra, Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on Saturday evening
chaired a crucial meeting with members of
the civil society at the Sher-i-Kashmir Inter-
national Conference Centre (SKICC) here.

The meeting, according to the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), com-
menced at 5:35 PM at the Winter Hall of SKICC
and concluded at 7:00 PM.

It was attended by representatives from
trade, transport, tourism, and religious sec-
tors. Around 80 civil society members were
present.

Prominent attendees included Chief
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JUNE 28: ChiefMinister Omar
Abdullah today launched the much-antic-
ipated Mission YUVA (Yuva Udyami Vikas
Abhiyan) at the Sher-e-Kashmir Interna-
tional Convention Centre (SKICC), a vision-
ary initiative to foster entrepreneurship in
J&K by creating 1.37 lakh enterprises and
4.25 lakh jobs in 5 years.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah described
the programme as a transformative initia-

tive aimed at empowering the youth of
Jammu and Kashmir through entrepreneur-
ship, financial supportand opportunity-rich
ecosystem development.

Addressing the gathering, the ChiefMin-
ister affirmed his government’s commit-
ment to fulfil the aspirations of the region’s
youth.

“I promise the youth of Jammu and Kash-
mir, that I will try my best to take you to

that height, where you will not only write
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

DGP Reviews Yatra
Security, Orders SOP
Enforcement

m United News of India

JAMMU, JUN 28: Jammu and Kashmir Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP) Nalin Prabhat on
Saturday reviewed the security arrangements
and administrative preparedness for the

upcoming Amarnath Yatraand impressed upon
theimplementation of the Standard Operating

Procedures (SOPs) and proactive measures to
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Parliamentary Panel Visits Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine In J&K

m  United News of India

JAMMU, JUN 28: The Parlia-
mentary Standing Committee
onPersonnel, Public Grievances,
Law and Justice on Saturday

and redressal system of the
board.

The committee, led by Mem-
ber of Parliament Brij Lal, is cur-
rently on a three-day visit to
Jammu and Kashmir.

other officials here regarding
the facilities and grievance
setup. After this visit, we will
submit a report to Parliament,
but its details cannot be made
public,” Lal told reporters at

Amit Shah Urges Youth to
Build World-Leading India by 2047

m United News of India

GODHRA, JUN 28: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Saturday
called for the youth to resolve
towards makingIndiaaworld lead-
er in every sphere by 2047, when it

visited the cave shrine of Mata
Vaishno Devi in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Katra area to review
the facilities, public grievances

“Icame here to have thedar-

shan of Mata Ji. The main pur-
pose of my visit was to talk to
the chief executive officer and

Katra.
Laudingthe efforts of the Shri

Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

celebrates the centenary of itsinde-
pendence.

Healsorecalled the contributions
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

m HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JUNE 28: Chief
Secretary Atal Dulloo, today
chaired a high-level meeting to
lay the groundwork for creation
of unique Family IDs for every
household inJammu & Kashmir.

This pioneering initiative
aims to streamline the delivery

J&K Embarks On Mission To Create Family IDs
CS Consults Stakeholders For Making Headway

of public services,enhance ben-
eficiary outreachand serveasa
unified source of truth for plan-
ning and monitoring across
government departments.
The meeting, held at the
Civil Secretariat, was attended
by the Principal Secretary,

Finance; MD/CEQ, J&K Bank;
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

FAKE NEWS CASE:
Family Seeks 210
Cr from Zee, Newsl18
for Defaming Qari
Igbal

Deceased Lost is his Life in Pak
Shelling on 7th May
m HT News Desk / KNS

CS Exhorts Officers To Create
Errorless Land Records

m HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JUNE, 28: Inasignificant

stride towards transparent land records
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Our Fight Is Not For J&K Statehood But For Restoring
Constitutional Guarantees: NC’s Ruhullah

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JUN 28: National

Iwill only remind that our fight is
not for statehood, our fight is for
more than that. Itis for those con-

MHA Clears 8 IPS Induction
Vacancies for J&K in AGMUT Cadre

SRINAGAR, JUN 28: The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has
identified eight IPS vacancies for induction from the Jammu &

POONCH, JUNE 28: The family of Qari Muham-
mad Igbal, a teacher at
the JamiaZia Ul Uloom
Islamic seminary in
Poonch, has issued
legal notices to Zee
News and News18
India.

They are seeking

m  HT News Desk

Conference (NC)LokSabhaMPAga
Ruhullah said here on Saturday
that their party’s struggle is not
focused onrestoring statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir but rather on
reclaiming the constitutional guar-
antees that were in place before
the abrogation of Article 370 in
2019.

“My party can go to court, but

stitutional guarantees that were
snatched fromusin2019,” Ruhul-
lah told reporters here.
Inresponse to NC chief Farooq
Abdullah’s comments about mov-
ing Supreme Court if the restora-
tion of statehood is inordinately
delayed, Ruhullah emphasised,

“We should not forget our fight.”
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Kashmir segment of the joint AGMUT cadre.
Accordingtoaletter,the MHA has determined a total of eight
vacancies for 2021,2022,2023 and 2024 for appointment in IPS
by promotion.*“...... Interms of the provisions contained in Rule
4 (2) of the IPS Recruitment Rules, 1954 read with Regulation
5(1) of IPS (Appointment by Promotion) Regulations, 1955, 05
vacancies are re-determined for the Select List 2021, 00 vacan-
cy for the Select List 2022, 02 vacancies for Select List 2023 and

01 vacancy for Select List 2024 are determined in respect of
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

compensation of ?5
crore from each chan-
nel, claiming that their
reports falsely linked
Igbal to terrorist organizations and misrepre-
sented the circumstances of his death.

Igbal was killed on May 7 when a shell fired by

Pakistani artillery struck the seminary during
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

SHAHEED QARI
MUHAMMAD IQBAL
A PROUD INDIAN SCHOOL TEACHER

Dachigam Ranked
Best Managed
Park: WII

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JUN 28: Dachigam Nation-
alParkinJammu and Kashmir has secured
the highest management effectiveness
evaluation (MEE) score in the country in

SERVICES:
MEDIFACIAL
HYDRAFACIAL
FACE PRP
VAMPIRE FACIAL
ADVANCED CHEMICAL PEELS
MICRONEEDLING, HAIR PRP & GFC
MESOTHERAPY, SKIN REJUVINATION
ACNE & SCAR TREATMENT
MICRO DERMAABRATION, MOLE AND

) DENTAL & FACIAL AESTHETICS
s

DENTAL / IMPLANT / SKIN / LASER / HAIR
ROOT CANAL TREATMENT, PAINLESS TOOTH EXTRACTION, CROWNS AND BRIDGES, FIXED ORTHODONTIC TREATMENT

SERVICES
REMOVABLE PARTIAL DENTURE, COMPLETE DENTURES, ESTHETIC RESTORATIONS, TEETH WHITENING

A

the latest cycle conducted by the Wildlife
Institute of India, a wildlife department
spokesperson said on Saturday.
“Dachigam topped thelist of 438 nation-
al parks and wildlife sanctuaries assessed
across the country, scoring a remarkable
92.97 percent, a testimony to the park’s

SCALING / TEETH CLEANING & POLISHING, SMILE DESIGNING, DENTAL IMPLANTS, ORAL HEALTH COUNSELLING
DIGITAL X-RAY, DISIMPACTIONS, PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

For Appointment Call:

6005580743

Dr. Syed Furgana Bukhari

REG. NO.: A-3008

Dental Surgeon, MIDA
Ex Resident Govl. Dental College Srinagar
Fellowship in Medical Cosmotology

SKIN TAG REMOVAL, LIP FILLERS
LASER HAIR REDUCTION
CARBON LASER FACIAL
BLACK DOLL FACIAL
PHOTO FACIAL, PARTY PEELS
MELASMA TREATMENT
TATTOO REMOVAL
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CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, VKBidhuriand
around 77 civil society members.

Expressing his gratitude to the participants LG
Sinhasaid, “I'mthankful toall of you foryour presence.
For the past few months, we've been holding regular
meetings to review preparations for the pilgrimage,”
he said.

Highlighting the tough terrains and unpredictable
weatherthataccompanythe pilgrimage, LG Sinhasaid,
“Our collective aimis tomake this Yatraas smoothand
successful as possible.” He commended the relentless
efforts of stakeholders over the years and said their
dedication continues to be the backbone of the Yatra’s
success.

“Preparations have been underway for several
months now. All necessary arrangements have been
madetoensure comfort, safety,and support for pilgrims
from across the country,” he added.

POWERFUL MESSAGE OF HARMONY

Inapowerful message ofharmony, the LG invoked
aKashmiri saying, “Khudai Chu Ekh, Naav Chis Setha”
—“Thereisonly one God withmanynames,” underlin-
ing that the Yatra is not just a religious journey but a
symbol of unity and shared values.

“The people of Kashmir have always been associ-
ated withthis pilgrimage. Theirinvolvementis notjust
vital for logistics but also for trust and security,” LG
Sinha said, asserting that local support remains piv-
otal in facilitating the Yatra.

Referring to the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack,
LG Sinha called it an attack on Kashmir’s soul. “What
happened in Pahalgam and how people spontane-
ously came out in protest — I have not seen anything
like this in my five years as LG,” he said.

He said that the attack was a desperate attempt by
Pakistan-backed forces to create discord, but the
people of Kashmir responded with unity and dignity,
drawing praise from across the country.

“This attack has placed Kashmir under national
and international scrutiny. Our responsibility has
becomeevengreaternow,” he said,echoingsentiments
expressed earlier by the ChiefMinister,OmarAbdullah.

IMPACT ON REGISTRATIONS

LG Sinha acknowledged that the Pahalgam attack
initially caused apprehensionamong devotees, leading
toa10.19%dropin Yatraregistrations compared tothe
previous year, when over 5.12 lakh pilgrims partici-
pated.

However, the administration reached out to early
registrants, and “around 85% of the devotees said they
will not change their plans and will go ahead with the
Yatra,” the LG revealed. “With each passing day, the
number is increasing.”

JOINT RESPONSIBILITY

“More thantheadministration, itis theresponsibil-
ity ofthe people tomake this Yatrasuccessful,”LG Sinha
stated. He assured that all issues related to locals will
be addressed promptly.

Security arrangements have been strengthened,
and civil society members present in the meeting
pledged their full support, describing the Yatraas “the
people’s Yatra.”

Though some religious leaders expressed their
desire toformally welcome devotees, LG Sinhaclarified
that while such gatherings would not be possible
officially, individuals were free to meet pilgrims in
their personal capacity.

LG Sinha affirmed, “Peace is a prerequisite for
development. How the people of Jammu and Kashmir
are standing up against terrorism shows their deter-
mination for a better future."—(KNO)

LG Sinha.....

Minister Omar Abdullah, Principal Secretary to LG
Mandeep K. Bhandari, Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo,
Special DGP SJM Geelani, Divisional Commissioner
KashmirV.K.Bidhuri, Commissioner Secretary Tourism
Yasha Mudgal, Inspector General of Police (IGP) Kash-
mir Vidhi Kumar Birdji, SSP Srinagar Dr. GV Sundeep
Chakravarthy, and J&K Wagf Board Chairperson Dr.
Darakshan Andrabi, Imam Dargah Hazratbal Srinagar
Maulana Riyaz-ul-Haq, among other senior officials.

As per KNO the meeting focused on final prepara-
tions for the smooth conduct of the pilgrimage and
served as a platform to gather inputs from ground-
level stakeholders.

After initial addresses, CM Omar Abdullah inter-
acted with participants, followed by LG Manoj Sinha’s
address highlighting the administration’s efforts and
cooperation with the public for the Yatra's success.

Later, LG Sinhainteracted with participantsinclud-
ingtraders, transporters, hoteliers, and religious lead-
ers.

Speaking to KNO after the meeting, Chairman of
theHouseboat OwnersAssociation, Manzoor Pakhtoon,
said they were called here by LG Manoj Sinha regard-
ing the upcoming Amarnath Yatra. “We discussed
cut-off timings, arrangements, and logistics. Kash-
miri’'shavealways welcomed the Yatrawithopenarms,
and we will continue to do so this year too,” he said.

A transporter present at the meeting said they
raised issues related to route clearances and vehicle
timings.

Meanwhile, a trader representative stated the
meeting helped understand the government’s expec-
tations and gave them a chance to share their own
concernsabout trafficmanagementand marketregu-
lations during the Yatra.

Pertinently, this high-level interaction is part of a
series of meetings aimed at ensuring coordination
between the administration and the public for the
successful and peaceful conduct of the pilgrimage—
(KNO)

CMOmar.....

a better destiny for yourself, but for Jammu and
Kashmir,” he said.

Thelauncheventwasattended by Ministers Sakee-
naltoo, Javed Rana and Satish Sharma; Advisor to the
Chief Minister Nasir Aslam Wani; Chief Secretary Atal
Dulloo; Additional Chief Secretary to the CM Dheeraj
Gupta; Managing Directorand CEO J&KBank Amitabh
Chatterjee; several MLAs; Divisional Commissioner

®© 00 ©

Kashmir; Secretary Labour & Employment Kumar Rajiv
Ranjan; Mission Director Mission YuvaShehzad Alam;
and a host of other dignitaries. The venue also saw an
enthusiastic presence of young entrepreneurs from
across Jammu and Kashmir,

Congratulatingthe people on the launch of Mission
Yuva, the Chief Minister said that it’s not that previous
governments didn’t attempt to address this issue;
various schemes have been implemented in the past.
“I will not stand here and claim that none of them
worked. But every scheme can be improved, and each
offers lessons to learn from. By engaging with you all,
we can better understand how to strengthen such
efforts,” he said.

Reflecting on past initiatives, he recalled that dur-
ing his last tenure, his government also developed a
scheme focused on youth entrepreneurship. “We
workeddiligently with the Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Institute (EDI) and successfully created many
entrepreneurs. Of course, not all of them succeeded,
but whenever I visit different places, I often meet
someone who tells me they started their business
under our Sher-e-Kashmir Employment and Welfare
Programme for Youth (SKEWPY) scheme—and that
many others are now employed under them,” the CM
recalled.

Speakingonthediscontinuationofearlierschemes,
hestated, “Unfortunately, the government that followed
ours was more concerned with changing the name of
the program than continuing its vision. Let me say
clearly: the name Mission Yuva should notbe amatter
of contention. It should not represent any party, any
leader—notmyname, noranyoneelse’s.Itshould belong
to the youth of Jammu and Kashmir.”

The Chief Minister emphasized the grassroots
foundation of the flagship programme, stating,

“This initiative is not the result of decisions made
behind closed doors—itisbuilt onextensive fieldwork,
baseline survey,ample thought & time, and collective
effort. The datacompiled, as showcased inthe publica-
tion released today, will provide a valuable basis for
departments to shape their future policies and pro-
grammes. It will have far-reaching benefits across
sectorslike social welfare, youth development, educa-
tion, and healthcare. "As revealed that more than one
crore people were surveyed in what can be called an
exercise on the scale of a census. The findings indicate
thatMission Yuvacould potentially create over 1.51akh
entrepreneurs and more than 4 lakh jobs, with over
30% participation from women.

Highlighting funding as a major hurdle for youth,
the CM said, “Whenever we speak to aspiring entre-
preneurs,the most common concernislackoffunding.
Access to finance remains the biggest barrier. Under
Mission Yuva, we are committed to removing this
obstacle. Getting aloan fromabanktypically requires
a Detailed Project Report (DPR), which many young
people don't know how to prepare. That responsibil-
itytoohasbeen takenup by thismission—through the
use of Artificial Intelligence.”

He added that Artificial Intelligence (AI) will also
beusedtopreparebank-ready DPRstoeliminatedelays
and rejections in loan approvals.

“No matter how good your idea s, unless it reach-
es the market, your business will struggle. That’s why
Mission Yuva is also focused on market linkage and
ecosystem support.”

The ChiefMinister praised the humility of the team
that conceptualized the mission.

DGP Reviews.....

mitigate risks and ensure the pilgrims’ safety and
security.

He also directed officers to enhance surveillance
and threat detection capabilities by utilizingadvanced
technologies and real-time monitoring.

To take stock of the security arrangements and
administrative preparedness for the upcoming yatra,
the DGP chaired a high-level meeting with officers of
the police, Army, central paramilitaryforces, intelligence
agenciesand civiladministration here,a police spokes-
person said.

The DGP during the meeting issued directions for
implementingthe SOPsandemphasized theimportance
of proactive measuresinmitigatingrisks and ensuring
the safety and security of the participants.

He also directed field officers to intensify their
efforts to dismantle the terror ecosystem, ensuring
robustsecurity arrangements for the upcomingyatra.

The DGP instructed officers to bolster security
measures and mitigate potential risks by deploying
anti-sabotage teams along the yatra routes.

Hefurtherdirected officerstoenhance surveillance
and threat detection capabilities through the use of
advanced technologies and real-time monitoring,

At the onset of the meeting, officers briefed the
chair on the proposed security arrangements for the
yatra, emphasizing the significance of effective coor-
dination among various forces.

Jammu Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Joginder Singh gave adetailed presentationand briefed
onvarious aspects of security deployments and facil-
itation of the yatris within the Jammu district for the
upcoming yatra, including arrangements at various
lodgement centres, registration centres and token
centres across the district.

He also briefed on innovative initiatives, including
anti-drone measures, taken to further strengthen the
security grid and ensure a safe, secure and smooth
yatra, the spokesperson said.

Senior officers from other sister organisations also
briefed on the arrangements in place for the yatra.

During the meeting, the DGPalso held discussions
with all the nodal officers concerned with the yatra.

Pariomentary.....

Board, hesaid, “Thave avery good experience here.
Since my last visit in 2023, I have observed significant
changes.” Lal said that during their visit to the shrine,
they elaborately discussed various aspects related to
it.

He added that they would have meetings with the
officials of Punjab & Sind Bank, Power Grid and other
public sector undertakings in Jammu.

“After our Jammu visit, we will go to Srinagar and
there, we will meet with the chief secretary and gov-
ernment officials. After that, we will submit a report
to Parliament,” Lal said.

He said that the major issue here was related to
public grievances — understanding what problems
people face and how the board and officials resolve
them.

“This was the main objective of our visit,” Lal said.

Amit Shah....

of tribal leader Govind Guru in India’s freedom
struggle, saying he awakened the conscience of the
people from the region during the British rule.

Shah was addressing via video link a programme
where developmentworks worthRs 125 crore for Shri
Govind Guru University at Vinzol near Godhra in
Gujarat’s Panchmahal district were launched.

Describing Govind Guru a hero of India’s freedom
movement who fought against the British rulers, Shah
said, “Around 1,512 tribal brothers and sisters were
martyred in that struggle against the British, and
Mangadh (in Gujarat) became an important place in
the history of India’s fight for independence.” Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has taken forward the hero-
ism of Govind Guru, and is determined to make India
agreat nation by 2047, he said.

“Itisa matter of importance for all of us. Our youth
and children should make a resolution of creating an
Indiawhereitattains the first positioninevery field in
the world when the country celebrates the centenary
of its independence,” Shah added.

The Union minister said the idea of setting up the
Govind Guru University was conceived by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi during his tenure as Gujarat
chief minister.

“Today, it is a very important day in the history of
Panchmahal (district). As the then Gujarat chief min-
ister, PM Narendrabhai conceived a university and
memorial dedicated to Govind Guruwhich could serve
as a place of inspiration for tribals from across the
country,” Shah said in his brief virtual address as he
could not remain present at the event physically due
to inclement weather conditions.

The university was set up in 2015, and today vari-
ous initiatives worth Rs 125 crore are both being
inaugurated as foundation stones were laid for them,
he said.

The infrastructure projects of the university that
werelaunchedincludeacentreforexcellence,anindoor
multipurpose sports complex, a synthetic track, foot-
ball and cricket grounds, an artificial lake and a hostel
building. (Agencies)

J&K Embarks.....

Commissioner Secretary, FCS&CA; Commissioner
Secretary, HRUDD; Secretary, Planning; Secretary, IT;
Secretary,RDD; DG, Planning; DG, Codes; DG, Budget;
CEO, JaKeGA,; representative of BISAG-N and other
concerned officers.

The ChiefSecretaryunderscored thetransformative
potential of the Family ID system. He remarked that
creation of these Family IDs will provide invaluable
insights into the traction of our beneficiary-oriented
schemes among the public, while simultaneously
ensuring that every eligible citizen receives the ben-
efitsrightfully due to them. Itis a critical step towards
fostering a more accountable and responsive admin-
istration.

Secretary, Planning, Development & Monitoring
Department (PD&MD),Talat Parvez, provided a com-
prehensive overview of the program. He delved into
its background, emphasizing the pressing need for
such a unified system in J&K, detailing the immense
potential benefits for the populace and outlining a
robust implementation plan.

Secretary, Information Technology, Dr. Piyush
Singla, elaborated on his department's crucial role in
achieving the objectives of this ambitious program.
Hehighlighted the substantial resources and technical
expertise available within the IT Department. He
assured the meetingthatthe necessaryinfrastructure
is in place to successfully translate this vision into
reality across the entire UT.

Akey challenge addressed during the discussions
was the current practice of multiple government
departmentsrepeatedlyrequiring the same documen-
tation and verification processes from citizens to dis-
burse benefits. This duplication not only places an
undueburdenonthe publicbutalsostrainsgovernment
resources. The Family IDis set toresolve thisbybecom-
ing a singular, authoritative source of information,
thereby significantly reducing the hurdles besides
optimizing resource allocation.

Furthermore, the meeting acknowledged the
existing difficulties citizens face in accessing various
government schemes and the administration's chal-
lenges in effectively reaching out to the public with
relevant programs. The Family ID initiative is poised
tobeadefinitive solution to this long-standing conun-
drum, ensuring that servicesare delivered seamlessly
and efficiently to those who need them most.

Detailed deliberations were held regarding the
primary sources of data for the Family IDs, with spe-
cific mention of datasets from the Public Distribution
System (PDS) and the Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY). Future provi-
sions for making necessary alterations, additions, or
deletions to the Family ID data were also thoroughly
discussed, particularly inlight of demographic chang-
es arising from birth and death events, as well as
migration.

The collaborative nature of this undertaking was
reiterated, withdiscussionsemphasizing the essential
requirement ofadedicated technical teamand invalu-
ableassistance from BISAG-Ntosuccessfullyaccomplish
this critical mission across J&K.

CS Exhoris.....

management system, Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo
today chaired a meeting to review the ongoing digiti-
zation and modernization of land records across
Jammu & Kashmir.

The meeting saw the participation of key officials

including the Secretary, Revenue; Secretary, IT;
Secretary, Law; CEQ, JaKeGA; Director, Land
Records; arepresentative of BISAG-N; and other
concerned officers.

Deputy Commissioners joined the meeting
virtually from their respective offices.

The Chief Secretary while emphasized the
paramount importance of quality assurance in
thedigitization process. He stressed the need for
a robust system of checkers and approvers for
data entries made by the field staff. This will
ensure that every entry is meticulously cross-
checked with corresponding physical records by
the experienced revenue officers. He observed
that the correctness of records ensures fewer
grievancesand fewer courtcases, thereby saving
the time and energy of both people and public
servants.

Dulloo highlighted the far-reaching benefits
ofthisexercise, noting thatits completion would
simplify crucial processes like registrations,
mutations and real-time, transparent seasonal
crop monitoring.

He also underscored the critical need for
capacity building forthe additional staffdeputed
for this technical work. He directed for repeated
hands-ontrainingsessionstoensureafullunder-
standing of the assignment's nuances for these
novices.

To facilitate seamless data entry, the Chief
Secretaryinstructed the Deputy Commissioners
toestablishadedicated, fullyequipped dataentry
centersintheirdistricts,complete withsufficient
computers, reliable internet connectivity and
power backup.

He also directed for exploring the possibility
of deputing another team of Survey of India to
Srinagar sothat field stafffrom Kashmir Division
donot have toshuttle between Jammuand their
places of posting for carrying out rectifications
or other updations while doing geo-referencing
of cadastral maps of their revenue villages.

Secretary Revenue, Kumar Rajeev Ranjan,
presented a detailed overview of various com-
ponents driving this modernization, including
the Digital India Land Records Modernization
Programme (DILRMP), Survey Of Villages And
Mapping WithImprovised Technology InVillage
Areas (SVAMITVA), National geospatial Knowl-
edge-based land Survey of urban Habitations
(NAKSHA)and generationof Unique Land Parcel
Identification Numbers (ULPIN).

He gave out that for digitization of RoRs the
necessary software customizations for local
adoption have been completed and the User
Acceptance Testing (UAT) committee is cur-
rently evaluating the software. The portal is
slated toenterthe productionstageafterJuly 1st,
2025, and will be live for data entry by July 10th,
2025, he informed.

The Secretary further added that in order to
supportthismammothexerciseacrossthe 6,850
revenue villages, the department has already
trained 244 Master Trainers, 1,253 Patwaris and
1,053 MTS/other staff. Furthermore, 7,000 User
IDs for Patwaris/MTS for data entry had been
created and a monitoring dashboard is under
development, expected to be ready by July 10th,
2025.

Regardingdigitization of cadastralmaps, the
meeting was informed that scanned maps are
beinggeo-referenced by BISAG-N.Subsequently,
field staff perform its ground truthing to ensure
accuracy. So far, 6,281 maps have been shared
with BISAG-N, with 5,609 received back and
ground truthing completed for 2,374 maps.

In a later phase, sub-parcels will be added
using a BISAG-N developed app, cross-referenc-
ingmapswithreal-world ground ituations. This
will be followed by superimposition with satel-
lite imagery and integration with the Record of
Rights for real-time land record updates.

Under the SVAMITVA program, the meeting
was apprised, that 4,368 out of 4,395 villages
havebeensurveyedbythe Survey of India. Ground
truthing is ongoing, leading to the eventual
generation of property cards by respective Teh-
sildars for occupants.

Additionallyitwasgivenoutthatthe one-year
pilot NAKSHA program is going to be imple-
mented in over 100 cities nationwide, with the
Survey of India as the technical partner under
DILRMP. In J&K, Bishnah and Katra in Jammu
Division and Awantipora and Pattan in Kashmir
Division have been selected for this project.Rov-
ers will be purchased/hired for ground surveys,
leveraging the CORS network of the Survey of
India.

ULPINs, a 14-digit unique alpha-numeric
identifiers, are being generated for land parcels
surveyed under SVAMITVA priorto propertycard
generation. These ULPINs provide theexactloca-
tion, area and other land record credentials of
each parcel. The meeting was apprised that
5,23,998 ULPINs have been generated acrossthe
UTin 1,718 villages, so far, marking a significant
steptowardscreatingatruly uniqueand verifiable
land records system in J&K.

The ongoing efforts underscore Jammu &
Kashmir's commitment towards leveraging
technology for amore efficient, transparentand
citizen-friendly land administration system.

Family Seeks.....

Operation Sindoor. The artillery attack on
Poonch killed several civilians and damaged
homes. Igbal succumbed to injuries caused by
shrapnel from the shell that hit the seminary.

Following his death, both Zee News and
News18 India aired reports identifying Igbal as
atop commander of the militant group Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT).

These reports claimed he was killed in an
Indian airstrike targeting a terror facility in

Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK).
The channels also linked him to groups such as
Hizbul Mujahideen and falsely suggested his
involvement in the Pulwama attack, which tar-
geted Indian security forces in 2019.

Thelegalnotices,sentbyadvocateS.S.Ahmed
on behalf of Igbal’s family, accuse the channels
of spreading misinformation. The family argues
that the broadcasts, which included Igbal’s pho-
to and made false claims about his connections
to terrorism, caused significant damage to his
reputation and to the family’s honor.

Thoughboth channels haveissued apologies
for the mistaken reports, the family argues that
theseapologiesareinsufficienttorepairtheharm
caused. In the legal notice, they state that the
impactofthe false reportsis severe andirrevers-
ible, and demand ?5 crore each from the two
channels as compensation for the damage.

The family maintains that the allegations
against Igbal are baseless and the reports from
ZeeNewsand News18 Indiamisrepresented the
facts surrounding his death.(KNS)

OurFight Is.....

The Lok Sabha MP from Srinagar reiterated
that the party’s goal is to reverse the decisions
made on August 5, 2019, when the Central gov-
ernment abrogated Article 370 and reorganised
the then state into two Union Territories — Jam-
mu and Kashmir, and Ladakh.

“The BJP has said in its manifesto as well as
intheParliament that statehood will berestored.
The allied teams of the BJP (inJ-K) also said they
will fight for the statehood, but NC's fight is not
for statehood,” Ruhullah said.

When asked about speculation regarding a
bill for the restoration of statehood to J-K that
might be presented in Parliament during the
monsoon session, Ruhullah responded, “ldo not
know about the rumours, but if the bill is pre-
sentedinthe Parliament, Iwilltalkaboutit then”.

Regarding the report from the J-K cabinet’s
subcommittee on the reservation issue, the MP
expressed urgency saying, the soonerthe matter
isresolved, the better.

“lamwaiting,and the studentsare alsowait-
ingforthereport toreturnfromthe Law Depart-
ment.Thad hopeditwouldbereturned thisweek.
Thelongeritis postponed, the moreitaffectsthe
students. The quicker it is returned and imple-
mented, the better it will be for them.” he added.

MHA Clears.....

the Jammu and Kashmir Segment of Joint
AGMUT Cadre,” reads the letter by MHA to UT
division ofthe ministry and Union Public Service
Commission.

J&Kpoliceisunderdirectcontrol of MHAafter
erstwhile state of J&RK was downgraded into UT.

TheMHA, intheletter, states that five unfilled
vacancies of selectlists 0f2015,2016,2017,2018,
2019 and 2020 have been carried forward and
re-determined for the year 2021.

Thesevacancies have beenre-determinedas
against 32 vacancies, 27 appointments were
notified in IPS cadre of the erstwhile state of
Jammu & Kashmir on September 29, 2023. The
selection committee meeting (SCM) for these
appointments was held on July 21, 2023.

According to the communique, three vacan-
cies have been determined for 2023 and 2024
due to the retirement of an equal number of IPS
officers.

The Ministry hasdirectedits Union Territory
divisionand the UnionPublicService Commission
(UPSC)totakefurthernecessaryactionasrequired
under the IPS Promotion Regulations.

In 2021, the Parliament passed the Jammu
and Kashmir Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill,
2021 to merge Jammu and Kashmir cadre of All
IndiaService(IAS,IPSandIFoS)withthe AGMUT
(Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram, and Union
Territory) cadre.

Dachigam.....

outstandingconservationstandards,adaptive
management, and ecological protection proto-
cols,” the spokesperson said.

The Wildlife Institute of Indiawasestablished
under the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate.

This recognition is a tribute to the tireless
efforts of the officials and frontline staff of the
Department of Wildlife Protection, Jammu and
Kashmir, who have worked with exceptional
dedicationand professionalismunder the vision-
ary leadership of senior officers, he said.

The park’s success in areas like habitat
improvement, anti-poaching vigilance, eco-
development, and scientificmonitoringhasbeen
consistently documented and lauded by nation-
al evaluators, he added. Dachigam remains the
last bastion of the critically endangered Hangul
(Cervus hanglu hanglu) — the Kashmir stag —
found nowhere else in the world.

Recent populationestimationexercisesindi-
cateapositive trendin Hangulnumbers, offering
renewed hope for the survival of this species.

“This achievement reinforces the strategic
role of Dachigam National Park in India’s biodi-
versity framework and highlights the need for
continued investments in people-centric con-
servation, scientific research, and landscape-
based planning in the Kashmir Himalayas,” he
said.

Jammu and Kashmir Minister for Forest,
Ecology and Environment Javed Ahmed Rana,
praised the officers of the wildlife department
fortheachievementin conservationof protected
areasin ecologically sensitive Jammu and Kash-
mir.Hereferred the accomplishmentasabench-
mark to be emulated in other protected areas in
Jammu and Kashmir.
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Satish Sharma inaugurates EVCL
League trials at Doon School, Srinagar

Emphasizes new avenues for budding sports talent across UT

[ | HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 28: In a
remarkable step towards pro-
motingyouth participationin
sports, Minister for FCS&CA,
IT, Transport, Youth Services
and Sports, Satish Sharma,
today inaugurated the Epic
Victory Cricket League (EVCL)
Trialsat Doon School, Srinagar.

The event witnessed enthu-
siastic participation from
aspiringcricketersfromacross
the Kashmir Valley, marking
asignificant milestone in the
UT’s grassroots sports devel-
opment efforts.

Addressing the gathering,
the Minister commended the
initiative undertaken by Even-
tovista Private Limited
through EVCL,describingitas
a powerful platform to iden-
tify and nurture cricketing
talentinJammuand Kashmir.
He stated that the government
is committed towards creat-
ing new avenues and institu-

tional support systems to help
young athletes flourish and
represent the Union Territory
at national and international
levels.

“Jammu and Kashmir has
no dearth of talent. What is
needed is the right opportu-
nity and a supportive ecosys-
tem. Initiatives like EVCL not
only serve as talent pools but

also reflect our shared vision
ofempoweringyouth through
sports,” asserted the Minister.
Satish Sharma reiterated
the government’s unwavering
resolve to develop state-of-
the-artsportsinfrastructure,
enhance coachingaccessand
introduce league-based com-
petitive exposure foryouthin
every district of the UT.

Former Indian cricketerand
IPL player Anureet Singh
joined the ceremony and offi-
cially flagged off the trials for
Kashmir. His presence served
asamajor source ofinspiration
for the young participants.

The trials will continue over
the coming days, with select-
ed talent moving ahead to
represent the Kashmirregion
in the broader EVCL tourna-
ment structure.

The event was organized
with full cooperation from
local authorities, to ensure
smooth conduct and maxi-
mum outreach. The trials at
Doon School are expected to
become alaunchpad for many
promising cricketers fromthe
region. “Jammu and Kashmir
has nodearth of talent. What
is needed is the right oppor-
tunity and a supportive eco-
system. Initiatives like EVCL
not only serve as talent pools
but also reflect our shared
vision of empowering youth
through sports.
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J&K embarks on mission to create Family IDs
CS consults stakeholders for making headway

| HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 28: Chief Sec-
retary Atal Dulloo, today chaired
a high-level meeting to lay the
groundwork for creation of
unique Family IDs for every
household in Jammu & Kashmir.
This pioneering initiative aims
to streamline the delivery of
publicservices,enhance benefi-
ciary outreach and serve as a
unified source of truth for plan-
ning and monitoring across gov-
ernment departments.

The meeting, held at the Civil
Secretariat, wasattended by the
Principal Secretary, Finance;
MD/CEQ, J&K Bank; Commis-
sioner Secretary, FCS&CA; Com-
missioner Secretary, H&UDD;
Secretary, Planning; Secretary,
IT; Secretary,RDD; DG, Planning;
DG, Codes; DG, Budget; CEO,
JaKeGA; representative of BISAG-
N and other concerned officers.
The ChiefSecretary underscored
the transformative potential of
the Family ID system. He
remarked that creation of these
Family IDs will provide invalu-
ableinsightsinto the traction of
our beneficiary-oriented
schemesamong the public, while

simultaneously ensuring that
every eligible citizen receives
the benefits rightfully due to
them.Itisacritical step towards
fostering a more accountable
and responsive administration.
Secretary, Planning, Develop-
ment& Monitoring Department
(PD&MD),Talat Parvez, provided
a comprehensive overview of
the program. He delved into its
background, emphasizing the
pressing need for such a unified
system in J&K, detailing the
immense potential benefits for
the populace and outlining a
robust implementation plan.

Secretary, Information Technol-
ogy, Dr. Piyush Singla, elabo-
rated onhisdepartment's crucial
role in achieving the objectives
of this ambitious program. He
highlighted the substantial

resources and technical exper-
tise available within the IT
Department. He assured the
meeting that the necessary
infrastructureisin place to suc-
cessfully translate this vision
intoreality across the entire UT.
Akey challenge addressed dur-
ing the discussions was the cur-
rent practice of multiple govern-
ment departments repeatedly
requiring the same documenta-
tion and verification processes
from citizens to disburse ben-
efits. This duplication not only
places an undue burden on the
public but also strains govern-
ment resources. The Family ID
issettoresolve thisby becoming
a singular, authoritative source
of information, thereby signifi-
cantly reducing the hurdles
besides optimizing resource.

Twin Initiatives on Inclusive
Education and Creative Pedagogy
Conclude at JKSCERT-KD with
Resounding Optimism

] HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar28 June 2025 — With an unwavering
spirit of dedication and vision, two impactful pro-
grammes the Behavioural Support and Classroom
Management Conference and the Capacity Building
Programme on 10 Bagless Days successfully con-
cluded at JKSCERT-KD today. Held under the camara-
derie and insightful leadership of Revered Joint Direc-
tor Central, Prof. (Dr.) Sindhu Kapoor and Worthy Joint
Director Mr. Syed Shabir Ahmad (JKAS), both events
reaffirmed JKSCERT-KD’s commitment to inclusive,
learner-centered, and joyful education.
From27thto 28th June, the Inclusive & Special Educa-
tion Wing and the Art & Vocational Wing of JKSCERT-
KD hosted parallel programmes that brought togeth-
er experts, faculty members, and stakeholders to
reimagine educational spaces that prioritize creativ-
ity, equity, and well-being.
The Behavioural Supportand Classroom Management
Conference opened with a warm welcome by Mtr.
ShabinaRoohi, who urged participants to view inclu-
sion not as policy, but as cherished dignity. Presenta-
tions by Mtr. Bilquees Fatimah, Dr. Shaheena Akhter,
Dr.Mohammad Shaheen, and other seasoned experts
addressed real challenges and solutions in inclusive
education, including autism awareness, self-regulation
strategies, and Universal Design for Learning (UDL).
Expert sessions by Mr. Masood Ali Mir and Mr. Taha
Tufail reinforced the need for mindful communication,
equitable access, and dismantling labels in the learn-
ing environment.

JKEDI hosts Startup Meet with CEOs & Angel
Investors under J&K Startup Policy 2024-27

Over 100 startups, entrepreneurs interact with renowned startup founders

[ | HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 28: The
Jammu and Kashmir Entre-
preneurship Development
Institute (JKEDI) on Satur-
day hosted the “Startup
Meet-2025" atits Sempora
campus under the ambit of
the J&K Startup Policy
2024-27. The landmark
event brought together
leading entrepreneurs,
angel investors, startups,
and ecosystem stakehold-
ers from across the Union
Territory of Jammu & Kash-
mir.

The event featured
renowned startup founders
including Siddharth Lad-
sariya, Founder of ‘Everest
Fleet’, and Ankita Sheth,
Co-founder of ‘Stay Vista'-
bothacclaimed serial entre-
preneurs and angel inves-
tors.

Commissioner Secretary,
Industries & Commerce,
Vikramijit Singh graced the
occasionasthe Chief Guest.
Besides, Director Handi-
craftsand Handloom, Kash-
mir, Mussarat Islam and
Professor and CEO Centre
for Innovation and Entre-
preneurship Development
(CIED), IUST, Awantipora
Parvez Ahmad Mir were
also present on the occa-
sion.

Addressing the gathering,
Commissioner Secretary
emphasized the govern-

ment’s unwavering com-
mitment tonurturing start-
ups through the J&K
Startup Policy 2024-27,
which providesanenabling
environment forinnovation
and enterprise.

Vikramjit Singh noted aris-
ing trend of professionals
returning to J&K to launch
successful startups by
leveraging government
support. He also highlight-
ed initiatives to integrate
entrepreneurship educa-
tion at the university and
college level,and informed
thatseveral J&Kbased start-
ups are now actively par-
ticipating in national-level
incubator and investor pro-
grams.

He said, “Over the past two
tothree years, the Govern-

ment of Jammu and Kash-
mir has scaled up institu-
tional financing, enabling
young entrepreneurs to
transform their ideas into
impactful ventures. This
sustained support has cat-
alyzed the growth of a
vibrant startup ecosystem
in the Union Territory, fos-
tering innovation, generat-
ingemployment,andlaying
the foundation foraresilient
and self-reliant economy.”
The event began with a
‘Startup pitching session’,
where ten carefully select-
edventures presented their
businessideas, showcasing
innovation across sectors
suchastechnology,agricul-
ture, healthcare,and educa-
tion. These pitches were
followed by Q&A sessions,

providingvaluable investor
feedback and mentorship.
In the subsequent session,
Siddharth Ladsariyashared
insights from his entrepre-
neurialjourney.Reflecting
ontheearlydaysofhisven-
ture ‘Everest Fleet’, which
hasgrowntobecomeIndia’s
largest Uber fleet operator
with over 20,500 vehicles,
he highlighted key chal-
lenges startups face like
funding, scalability, and
operations.

He also urged startups to
take full advantage of the
various schemes and sup-
portsystems offered by the
government. Stressing the
value of networking, col-
laboration, and government
support schemes.
Ladsariyaalso extended an
offer ofincubation support
to promising startups from
Jammu & Kashmir, reaf-
firming his commitment to
fostering innovationin the
region.

Ankita Sheth, in a candid
and inspiring address,
spoke about theimportance
ofresilience, teamwork,and
adaptability in the startup
journey. Drawing from her
own experience building
‘Stay Vista’',she encouraged
founders toembrace uncer-
tainty, seek mentorship,and
build meaningful relation-
ships within the entrepre-
neurial ecosystem. She
emphasized.

Traffic Advisory for Shri
Amarnathji Yatra-2025

| HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR,JUNE 28: To ensure smooth movement
of yatra convoys & yatris, the Traffic Police Jammu &
Kashmir issued a detailed advisory for the initial cut
offtiming for Yatra Convoys/Yatris for Shri Amarnath
Ji Yatra-2025.

According to the advisory, for the Up Baltal Convoy,
cut off timing for departure from Jammu towards
Kashmir for Baltalis 0400hrs; departure from Lamber
(Banihal) towards Baltal is 1000hrs; departure from
Manigam Ganderbal towards Baltal is 1700hrs.

While for Down Baltal Convoy, departure from
Baltal towards Jammu is 0600hrs & departure from
Lamber (Banihal) towards Jammu is 1130hrs.

For Up Pahalgam Convoy, the cut off timing for
departure fromJammu towards Pahalgamis 0430hrs
&departure from Lamber (Banihal) towards Pahalgam
is 1100hrs.

For Down Pahalgam Convoy, the cut off timing for
Departure from Pahalgam towards Jammu is 0600hrs;
departure from Nunwan, Pahalgam towards Jammu
is0630hrs & departure from Lamber (Banihal) towards
Jammu is 0800hrs.

Regarding cut off timing for Non-Convoy/Yatris/
Tourists from NAVYUG Tunnel to Valley & vice versa,
the advisory states that from Jammu to Pahalgam
(other than Main Convoy arriving from Jammuy), the
cutoffforlastvehicle to cross NAVYUG Tunnel towards
Valley is 1500hrs & last vehicle to cross Mir Bazar
towards Anantnag is 1600hrs.

From Pantha Chowk to Manigam, (other than Main
Convoy arriving from Jammu), the cut off timing for
last vehicle to cross Peaks Crossing, Lassjan towards
Manigam is 1500hrs; cut off time for last vehicle to
cross Shadipora/Sumbal towards Manigamis 1530hrs
and for last vehicle to cross Manigam Transit Camp
towards Baltal is 1700hrs.

From Baltal to NAVYUG Tunnel (Jammu bound
other than Main Convoy leaving at 0600 hrs from
Baltal), the cut off timing for last vehicle to leave
Baltal Base Camp towards Manigam is 0900hrs; for
last vehicle to cross Sonamarg P/S towards Manigam
cut off timing is 1000hrs; Last vehicle to cross Mani-
gam Transit Camp towards Shadipora/Sumbal at
1200hrs; Last vehicle to cross Shadipora/ Shadipora
crossing towards Peaks Automobile at 1300hrs and
Lastvehicle to cross Pantha Chowk towards Anantnag
is 1500hrs.

Handicrafts & Handloom deptt organlses mega awareness programme in Gurez

n HT NEWS DESK

BANDIPORA, JUNE 28: Department
of Handicrafts & Handloom Bandi-
pora, on Saturday organised a mega
awareness programme at Dawar,
Gurezwithan objective of sensitising
the artisan and weaver community
about the various government
schemes and services available
through the department.

The programme was inaugurated by
Joint Director Handicrafts Kashmir,
Parvaiz Sajad, along with General
Manager, District Industries Centre
Bandipora, Sameer Ahmad Jan, who
is also holding the additional charge

@ 00 ©

of Assistant Director, Handicrafts/
Handloom Department Bandipora.
The event was attended by a large
number of artisans and weavers
across the Gurez valley.

As part of the programme, depart-
mental stalls were set up to exhibit
products crafted by registered arti-
sans and weavers of Gurez valley,
whilealso disseminatinginformation
about schemes aimed at their welfare
and socio-economic upliftment.

On the occasion, Joint Director
inspected stalls and interacted with
artisans, appreciating their crafts-
manship and commitment for pre-
serving the rich cultural heritage of

the region. He reaffirmed that the
departmentis committed toempow-
ering artisans through capacity-
buildinginitiatives, financial support,

and enhanced market connectivity.
AD Handicrafts encouraged unreg-
istered artisans and weavers to
promptly register online for Artisan

and Weaver Registration Cards to
become eligible for a wide range of
departmental benefits and welfare
schemes.

Officials of H&H department on the
occasion, highlighted the range of
schemes and welfare initiatives avail-
able tosupportartisans and weavers.
Department of Handicrafts & Hand-
loom Bandipora, on Saturday organ-
ised a mega awareness programme
at Dawar, Gurez with an objective of
sensitising the artisan and weaver
community about the various govern-
ment schemes and services available
through the department.

The programme wasinaugurated by

Joint Director Handicrafts Kashmir,
Parvaiz Sajad, along with General
Manager, District Industries Centre
Bandipora, Sameer Ahmad Jan, who
is also holding the additional charge
of Assistant Director, Handicrafts/
Handloom Department Bandipora.

The event was attended by a large
number of artisans and weavers
across the Gurez valley.

As part of the programme, depart-
mental stalls were set up to exhibit
products crafted by registered arti-
sans and weavers of Gurez valley,
whilealsodisseminatinginformation
about schemes aimed at their welfare
and socio-economic upliftment..
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DCReasi highlights youth innovation as district
participates in virtual launch of Mission YUVA

i L1

[ | HT NEWS DESK

REASI,JUNE 28: The Dis-
trict Administration Reasi
participated virtuallyinthe
formal launch of Mission
YUVA, apioneering youth-
centric initiative aimed at
empowering and engaging
young entrepreneurs
across Jammu and Kashmir.

The state-wideinitiative
was launched today by
ChiefMinister Omar Abdul-
lah from the Sher-i-Kash-
mir International Confer-
ence Centre (SKICC),
Srinagar.

The virtual participation
fromReasitook placeatthe
Video Conference Hall, DC
Office Reasi with esteemed
gatheringincluded District
Development Council
(DDC) Chairman Saraf
Singh Nag, Member Legis-
lative Assembly SMVD
BaldevRaj Sharma, Deputy
Commissioner Nidhi Malik,
ADDC Sukhdev Singh
Samyal, AD Employment

Launch of Mission

JenubOmuvaduIloh /‘4“1

Annie Vaid. A number of
budding and successful
entrepreneurs fromvarious
parts of the district were
also present on the occa-
sion.

Followingthelaunch, the
Deputy Commissioner
interacted withlocal entre-
preneurs enrolled under
Mission YUVA. Sheengaged
with them on their ideas,
business ventures and
future plans expressing
admiration for their drive
and innovation encourag-
ingthemtoavailmaximum

benefit being provided
under the Mission YUVA
umbrella.

The DC also highlighted
therole of successful entre-
preneursasiconsunder the
mission, who will inspire
and mentor others in their
communities, thusbuilding
arobustecosystemofinno-
vation and entrepreneur-
ship in Reasi and beyond.

She further added that
Mission YUVAisenvisioned
as a transformative step
towards youth empower-
ment through capacity

building, financial assis-
tance, mentorship and vis-
ibility—fostering a new
wave of job creators across
Jammu and Kashmir. Fol-
lowing the launch, the
Deputy Commissioner
interacted withlocalentre-
preneurs enrolled under
Mission YUVA. Sheengaged
with them on their ideas,
business ventures and
future plans expressing
admiration for their drive
and innovation encourag-
ingthemtoavailmaximum
benefit being provided
under the Mission YUVA
umbrella.

The DC also highlighted
therole of successfulentre-
preneursasicons under the
mission, who will inspire
and mentor others in their
communities, thus building
arobustecosystemofinno-
vation and entrepreneur-
ship in Reasi and beyond.

She further added that
Mission YUVAisenvisioned
as a transformative step
towards youth.

Kahara hosts vibrant Dharti Aabha outreach programme at
HSS Nagni to empower tribal communities

[ | HT NEWS DESK

DODA, JUNE 28: As part
of the ongoing Dharti Aab-
ha-Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh
Abhiyan,avibrantoutreach
programme was organized
today by the Block Develop-
ment Officer Kahara, Mool
Raj at Government Higher
Secondary School, Nagni
(Kuthiyara), Bhatyas.

The eventwas conducted
under the guidance of the
Deputy Commissioner
DodaHarvinder Singh and
witnessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation fromlarge num-
ber of locals, including
youth, farmers, womenand
elderly from the tribal-
dominated Bathu-II Pan-
chayat.

The objective of the pro-
gramme was to generate
awareness about govern-
ment-sponsored flagship
schemes, particularly those

/9

aimed at uplifting the
socio-economic conditions
of Scheduled Tribes. Offi-
cers delivered detailed
presentations onkey devel-
opmentinitiatives,includ-
ing construction of rural
infrastructure like bridges,
school sanitation facilities,
solar-powered installations
and water harvesting sys-

tems—each tailored to
meet the unique needs of
tribal villages. The pro-
gramme also focused on
promoting education, skill
development and liveli-
hood opportunities
through convergence of
centrally sponsored
schemes.

To enhance community

engagement, different
departmentsand line agen-
cies set up informative
stalls, offering brochures,
audiovisual displays and
on-spot registration ser-
vices. Attendees were pro-
vided hands-on demon-
strations and guided
assistance regarding eligi-
bility and application pro-
cesses. Several beneficia-
ries shared their
experiences and motivated
others to actively partici-
pate in development
schemes.
Anopeninteraction ses-
sion was also held during
which the locals raised
several queries about proj-
ect timelines, selection
procedures and grievance
redressal mechanisms.
Officials attentively
addressed public concerns
and assured follow-up at
appropriate levels.

J&K Petroleum Dealers Association calls on
Controller Legal Metrology J&K

[ | HT NEWS DESK

JAMMU, JUNE 28: The members
ofthe Jammuand Kashmir Petroleum
Dealers Association called on the
Controller Legal Metrology J&K,

Rajinder Singh Tara.

The delegation led by President
Rahul Gupta discussed challenges
currently faced by Petroleum dealers
across the Union Territory of Jammu

and Kashmir.

The delegation emphasized the
importance of the need for collab-
orative and proactive effortstoensure
smooth functioning and service
delivery and handed over a gist of

issues requiring deliberation of the

Controller.

The Controller patiently listened
to the members of the association
and assured full cooperation from
the department. He said that the
department will organize awareness
camps to aware the dealers about
theintricacies of the legal provisions
aswell as technical aspects facilitat-
ing them in voluntary compliances.

The Controller asked the petroleum
dealers to take care of consumer
grievances with utmost sensitivity.
He emphasized the need to reduce
consumer complaintsand urged the
association to prioritize resolving

issues and ensuring consumer satis-

faction in all aspects.

The Controller further advised
them to provide appropriate ameni-
ties to consumers on all routes in
general and on National Highways
inparticularinview ofthe upcoming
Shri Amarnathji Yatra 2025.

The Controllerassured the delega-
tion that the Department is actively
facilitating the genuine businessman
as part of Business Reform Action
Plans without comprising the inter-
ests of the consumers by way of
ensuring compliance with enforce-
ment of Legal Metrology Standards
and regulations.

DIPK-3103/25
Dt. 28-06-2025

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER R&B DIVISION PULWAMA.

Corrigendum

Please read:

buildings only during the last seven financial years."

Instead of:

It is hereby notified for information of all prospective bidders that the clause regarding
"Particular Construction Experience and Key Production Rates" mentioned in the Standard Bidding Document
(SBD) for NIT No. 13//RnB/Pul /2025-26/1653-63 Dated:- 02-06-2025 viz " Construction of Conference Hall
at MC Pulwama” stands modified as under:

"The applicant should have successfully completed or substantially completed similar works like

"The applicant should have successfully completed or substantially completed similar works like
buildings, road components during the last seven financial years."

All other terms and conditions of the NIT shall remain the same.
Executive Engineer

R&B Division Pulwama
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Poonch administration participates
in UT Launch of Mission YUVA

[ | HT NEWS DESK

POONCH, JUNE 28: A
grand andinspiringlaunch
event of Mission YUVAwas
held today at the Confer-
ence Hall of the Deputy
Commissioner Office
Poonch. The program was
apartofthe Union Territo-
ry-wide formal inaugura-
tion of the Mission YUVA
initiative, a flagship
employment generation
scheme of the Labour and
Employment Department,
Government of Jammuand
Kashmir, aimed at nurtur-
ing entrepreneurship and
self-employment opportu-
nities for the youth.

The eventinPoonch was
virtually connected with
the mainUT-level function
held at SKICC, Srinagar,
where the Chief Minister
of Jammu and Kashmir
presided as the Chief Guest.

At the district level, the
launch event in Poonch
witnessed enthusiastic
participation from officers
and youth.

Additional District
Development Commis-
sioner, Pankaj Mangotra
was the chief guest at the
local event. Other dignitar-
ieswhoattended the event
were Deputy Director
Employment Abdul Majid
Tantray, Chief Animal Hus-
bandry Officer, District

Sheep Husbandry Officer,
Nodal Officer JKEDI, Nodal
Officer NRLM and repre-
sentatives from various
other departments. Their
presence reflected strong
administrative commit-
ment and inter-depart-
mental support for Mission
YUVA.

Business Help Desk
(BHD) members from
Mendhar, Surankote and
Poonch also joined the
eventthroughlive YouTube

streaming of the UT-level
function, ensuring that
field-level facilitators
remained aligned with the
broader vision of the Mis-
sion.

More than 100 aspiring
entrepreneurs fromacross
the district attended the
event and engaged active-
ly,gainingvaluable insights
into the benefits, eligibility
criteria and application
process under Mission
YUVA.The highlight of the
program was the ceremo-
nial handingover of asanc-
tion letter under Mission
YUVA to Mumtaz Ahmad,
a resident of Baila Mandi
for setting up a Carpentry
and Joinery Unit at Alla
Peer, Haveli Poonch.

The event concluded on
apositive and hopeful note,
with district officials urg-
ing the youth of Poonch to
seize this golden opportu-
nity.

PUBLICNOTICE

This is to inform the general public that | am
applying for the registration of a Tour And
Travel license under the name THE LASERJET
Adventure Tour Operator, located at land mark
Hotel Hill Top Gulmarg, District Baramulla, at the
office of Assistant Director Tourism Gulmarg. If
anyone has any objections regarding this matter,
they may file their objection at the Department
of Tourism office of the As- sistant Director Tour-
ism Gulmarg, within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice. After this period, no
objections will be entertained.

RAYEES AHMD MALIK
S/0 AB RASHID MALIK
R/O KALANTRA PAYEEN, Kreeri,Baramulla.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/

Death certificate.
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
WAGOORA )/ chokedar has submitted case file pertaining
to Birth of GURMEHAR KOUR D/O RAMANDEEP SINGH R/O
MIRGUND NOWPORA JAGIR Tehsil BARAMULLA Distt.
Baramulla having verified the date of Birth as 29/04/2022 and
event has been shown to be occured at SDH KREERI for issuance
of delay order .In this connection.

if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertaine

NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Application for issuance of OBC certificate applicant GH
QADIR SOFI S/O MOHD RAMZAN SOFI R/O SHEIKHPORA Tehsil
KREERI in favour of FOZIA QADIR D/O GH QADIR SOFI R/O SHEIKH-
PORA for the issuance of OBC ( Other Backward class in his /her /

their favor
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of OBC in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicant is currently residing in the village of SHEIKHPORA
of Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the SOFI community having
annual income 793844// the details of family of the applicant are
as fallows
1...GH QADIR SOFI Father 61 yearsPensioner
2..HAJRA BEGAM Mother 50 years Housewife
3...MANSOOR AHMAD Brother 30 years Govt employee
4..FOZIA QADIR self 24 years student

if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of said
certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertaine

NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/

Death certificate..
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
WAGOORA )/ chokedar has submitted case file pertaining
to Birth of ZAYAAN PARVAIZ S/O PARVAIZ AHMAD CHACK R/O
BONIYAR Tehsil BONIYAR Distt. Baramulla having verified the
date of Birth as 27/04/2021 and event has been shown to be
occured at SDH KREERI for issuance of delay order .In this
connection.

if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertaine

NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itisinformed to general public that | am appling for Registra-
tion of Contractor Card at OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENING
ENGINEER PWD (R&B) circle Baramulla/Kupwara,if anybody
is having any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her
objection in the OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENING ENGINEER
PWD (R&B) BARAMULLA within the period of 7days from the
date of publication of this notice . After that no objection shall
be entertained.

MANZOOR AHMAD MIR
S/0 BAKIRKHANI MIR R/O WAUTHOORA

PUBLICNOTICE

I, Mohd Asif Shah, S/o Gull Mohd Shah, R/o kanghall
anantnag, have lost the Registration Certificate (RC)
of my vehicle Alto 800 bearing registration number
JKO3L-6167.1am applying for a duplicate RC. If anyone
has any objection, they may inform the concerned
RTO office within 7 days of this notice.

PUBLICNOTICE

It is being informed that the name in my electricity
bill having consumer number 0207010011166 is only
mentioned as Mohd Lateef Wagay but actual name as
per my aadhar card is Mohd Laterf Sheergojri s/o
Abdul Wahab Sheergojri R/O Ruhoo Anantnag Now |
want to update its name if anybody has quries they
may contact pdd department we didn't 7 days

PUBLICNOTICE

I, Sabir Ahmad Mir S/O Ghulam Hassan Mir, R/O Bata-
kote, Pahalgam, hereby inform that | have lost my
vollet with Aadhaar Card, PAN Card, ATM Card, and
Department ID Card. On 25/06/2025 in way from
home to anantnag If anyone finds these documents,
kindly contact me at the address given above This
notice is bei published as a record of the loss.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Application for issuance of OBC certificate applicant GH
QADIR SOFI S/O MOHD RAMZAN SOFI R/O SHEIKHPORA Tehsil
KREERI in favour of FOZIA QADIR D/O GH QADIR SOFI R/O SHEIKH-
PORA for the issuance of OBC ( Other Backward class in his /her /

their favor
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of OBC in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicantis currently residing in the village of SHEIKHPORA
of Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the SOFI community having
annual income 793844// the details of family of the applicant are
as fallows

1...GH QADIR SOFI Father 61 years Pensioner
2..HAJRA BEGAM Mother 50 years Housewife
3...MANSOOR AHMAD Brother 30 years Govt employee
4..FOZIA QADIR self 24 years student

if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of said
certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertaine

NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

PUBLICNOTICE

This is to inform the general public and concerned authorities
that in the records of my bank account number
0227040210000212, maintained at Singhpora Pattan Branch,
my relationship has been mentioned as Daughter of Gh.
Rasool Khanday.

I have now legally updated my personal details, and | should
be correctly identified as Wife of Mohd Yousuf Khanday, as per
my marriage records.Therefore, | request the bank to kindly
update its records accordingly.If anyone has any objections or
queries regarding this correction, they may contact the
branch office within seven (7) days from the date of this notice.

Musarrat Rasool
Address: Arampora Pattan, Jammu and Kashmir
Date: 27-06-2025

PUBLICNOTICE

This is to inform the general public and concerned authorities
that my name has been incorrectly recorded as Imtyaz Ahamd
Malla in the records of my bank account number
0227040100012100, held at Singhpora Pattan Branch.

My correct and official name, as per my school certificate and
valid documents, is Imtiyaz Hussain Malla, resident of
Arampora Pattan, Jammu and Kashmir.

I kindly request the bank to update their records accordingly.
If anyone has any objections or concerns regarding this
change, they may contact the branch office or reach out to me
within seven (7) days from the date of this notice.

Imtiyaz Hussain Malla
Date: 27-06-2025

PUBLICNOTICE

1, Imtiyaz Ahmad Bhat, resident of Badoora, Tehsil Kokernag,
District Anantnag, hereby declare that the birth of my son,
Mohammad Hidayatullah, born on 28-05-2017 at L.D.
Hospital, Srinagar, was not registered at the time of birth.lam
now applying for issuance of a birth certificate from the
concerned municipal authorities.

If anyone has any objection regarding this claim, they may
contact the Office of the Registrar, Births and Deaths, within
seven days from the date of this publication.

00 0 %
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DC Budgam reviews progress under HADP

Calls for 100% KCC saturation, enhanced outreach & ground-level impact

[ HT NEWS DESK

BUDGAM, JUNE 28: To assess the progress
of the Holistic Agriculture Development
Programme (HADP)in thedistrict, District
Development Commissioner (DDC) Bud-
gam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-ud-Din Bhat, today
chaired acomprehensive review meeting
at the DC Office Complex, Budgam.

DC took a detailed sector-wise review of
the physical and financial performance
under HADP,emphasizing timely comple-
tion, inter-departmental convergence,and
last-mile coverage, especiallyintribaland
far-flung areas.

Itwas apprised thatin Agriculture Sector,
4048 applications have been received,
with 3007 approvals, achieving 1224
physical targets; in Animal Husbandry,
888 approvalsare given; out of 1145 appli-
cations, 271 units have been achieved; in
Sheep Husbandry sector, 264 applications
were processed, Fisheries Department
achieved full physical targets under HADP
in the district.

Inaddition todepartmental targets, Kisan
Credit Card (KCC) coverage, Smart Kisan
Cards, and the functioning of Kisan Khid-

mat Ghars (KKGs) were reviewed in detail.
DrBilal stressed the need for 100% satura-
tion of KCCs across eligible farmer house-
holds and real-time issuance of smart
cards for seamless access to entitlements.
He urged all officers to adopt a mission-
mode approach, strengthen IECactivities,
and hold regular block-level review meet-
ings to address gaps. He called for better
utilization of Kisan Khidmat Ghars as
single-window platforms to extend agri-
culture-related services to farmers at the
grassroots.

DCinstructed officers to ensure proactive
field engagement, regular monitoring of

beneficiary data, transparency in scheme
delivery,and timely submission of utiliza-
tion certificates.

Healsostressed onaccelerating theimple-
mentation,and ensuring the transforma-
tive vision of HADP reaches every farmer
in Budgam District.

The meetingamong others was attended
by Chief Planning Officer, Chief Animal
Husbandry Officer, Chief Agriculture Offi-
cer, Chief Horticulture Officer, Assistant
Director Fisheries, District Sheep Hus-
bandry Officer, District Sericulture Officer,
AreaMarketing Officer, Horticulture Plan-
ning & Marketing, Budgam, Lead District
Manager (LDM), Budgam and other offi-
cialsofthe concerned departments. It was
apprised that in Agriculture Sector, 4048
applications have beenreceived, with 3007
approvals,achieving 1224 physical targets;
in Animal Husbandry, 888 approvals are
given; out of 1145 applications, 271 units
have been achieved; in Sheep Husbandry
sector, 264 applications were processed,
Fisheries Departmentachieved full phys-
ical targets under HADP in the district.
Inaddition to departmental targets, Kisan
Credit Card (KCC) coverage, Smart Kisan
Cards, and the functioning.

Dharti Aaba Abhiyan conducted in tribal village
Mujhpathri of block Khansahib in Budgam

n HT NEWS DESK

BUDGAM, JUNE 28: As a part
of the ongoing Dharti Aaba
Abhiyan, a massive pro-
gramme was successfully con-
ducted today at tribal village
Mujhpathri, a remote village
in block Khansahib of district
Budgam.

The programme aimed at
saturation of Government
schemes across 25 Interven-
tions spanning 17 line depart-
ments in tribal villages.
Allline departments ensured

participation in Gram Sabha,
and representatives spoke
about the eligibility of their
respective schemes aimed at
achieving 100% saturation of
key government schemes in
tribal areas.

The event saw greater par-
ticipation of people from
tribal community, and
people apprised the repre-
sentatives regarding the
need for such Gram Sabha
benefitting the tribal com-
munity.

Students of Govt Model Middle
School Mujhpathri, Khansahib

presented various cultural
events like Gojri folk music, etc
tohighlight the importance of
preserving one's' cultural and
local heritage.

Besides, on spot registration
of schemes like PMAY -G, Kisan
Credit Cards, Swadesh Darshan
Guest Homes, HADP Scheme,
JIMFHTC, PMJAY Health Cards
was conducted.

Block Development Officer
Khansahib, Zonal Educational
Officer Khansahib, Block Med-
ical Officer Khansahib among
othersalso spoke on the occa-
sion.

Legal awareness programme on
Children’s Rights held at Srinagar

[ HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 28: In a significant
step towards empoweringand protect-
ing therights of children, District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA) Srinagar, in
collaboration with the Institute of Men-
tal Health and Neurosciences Kashmir
(IMHANS-K), Saturday organized a
comprehensive legal awareness pro-
gramme focusing on ‘Legal Provisions
for Vulnerable Children, Children’s
Rights and the Remedies Available
through Legal Services.’

The programme was held under the
chairmanship of Tasleem Arief, Princi-
pal Districtand Sessions Judge, Srinagar,
and supervised by Sajad Ur Rehman,
Sub-Judge/Secretary, DLSA Srinagar.
The event aimed at raising awareness
about child protection laws, constitu-
tional and legal rights of children, and
the mechanisms available for ensuring
legal aid and assistance to children in
need of care and protection. Italso shed
light on the pivotal role of legal ser-
vices institutions in promoting access
tojustice forevery child, especially those
facing mental health, social, or eco-
nomic vulnerabilities.

Advocate Malik Fahad Ul Haq and Advo-

cate Syed Shabana Kausar, Panel Law-
yers and active members of the Legal
Services Unit for Children, served as the
key resource persons.

They provided insightful presentations
and engaged the participantsininterac-
tivediscussions onchild rights, Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children)
Act, POCSO Act, and other vital legisla-
tions. Theresource persons highlighted
how timely legal intervention, coun-
seling,and awareness can help pre-
vent the exploitation and margin-
alizationof childrenand ensure their
holistic development.The pro-
gramme was attended by mental
health professionals, Para Legal
Volunteers of DLSA Srinagar.DLSA,
Srinagar, reiterates its commitment
toupholding the constitutional man-
date of providing free and competent
legal services to the marginalized
and vulnerable, with a special focus
on children. The programme was
attended by mental health profession-
als, Para Legal Volunteers of DLSA Sri-
nagar.DLSA, Srinagar, reiterates its com-
mitment to upholding the
constitutional mandate of providing
free and competent legal services.

DIC Shopian conducts
RAMP awareness pro-
gramme atZainapora

| HT NEWS DESK

SHOPIAN, JUNE 28: Continuing its outreach
to encourage entrepreneurship in rural belts,
District Industries Centre (DIC) Shopian on
Saturday held anawareness programme under
the Raising and Accelerating MSME Perfor-
mance (RAMP) initiative at the Government
Higher Secondary School, Zainapora.

The session attracted participation of over 75
individuals, including MSME entrepreneurs,
NRLM members, local artisans, skilled youth,
and smalltraders. The objective wastoeducate
attendees about the relevance of Udyam Reg-
istration and familiarize them with key gov-
ernment schemes tailored for micro and small
enterprises.The event featured the active
involvement of officials from DIC Shopian,
who conducted informative discussions and
extended on-the-spot guidance to the par-
ticipants. They underscored the importance
of formalizing enterprises and leveraging
available schemes to foster business growth.A
detailed and engaging interaction followed,
wherein participants were guided through
the Udyam Registration process and step-wise
explanation. The officials answered a wide
range of queries from eligibility criteria, doc-
umentation, and portal navigation to benefits
like access to institutional finance.

Baramulla participates in UT Launch of
Mission YUVA with live Youth Interaction

] HT NEWS DESK

BARAMULLA, JUNE 28: Dis-
trict Baramulla today partici-
pated in the Union Territory-
wide launch of Mission YUVA,
aflagshipyouthempowerment
initiative formally unveiled by
the Chief Minister of Jammu &
Kashmir at a grand ceremony
held at SKICC Srinagar.

The launch event was broad-
castedlive toall districts of the
Union Territory, including
Baramulla, through a two-way
communication platform,
enabling real-time interaction
and synchronized participa-
tion across J&K.

The district-level facilitation
event was organized at Dak
Bungalow Baramulla, where a
good number of youth and
stakeholders gathered to wit-
ness the live proceedings.

At the Dak Bungalow, event
was graced by the presence of
MLA Wagoora-Kreeri Con-
stituency, Irfan Hafiz Lone;
Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner (ADDC)
Baramulla, and Assistant Com-
missioner Development (ACD)
Baramulla, along with officials
of Employment department
Baramulla, members of the
SBDU, (BHD), YUVA Doots,and
aspiring entrepreneurs from
across the district.

A key highlight for District
Baramullawas thelive interac-
tion of Mohammad Saleem
Gashroo, a successful entre-

preneur, with the Hon’ble Chief
Minister during the UT-level
event at SKICC. His inspiring
journey exemplified the spirit
of Mission YUVA. The district-
level facilitation event was
organized at Dak Bungalow
Baramulla, where agood num-
ber of youth and stakeholders
gathered to witness the live
proceedings.

At the Dak Bungalow, event
was graced by the presence of
MLA Wagoora-Kreeri Con-
stituency, Irfan Hafiz Lone;
Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner (ADDC)
Baramulla,and Assistant Com-
missioner Development (ACD)
Baramulla, along with officials
of Employment department
Baramulla, members of the
SBDU, (BHD), YUVA Doots,and
aspiring entrepreneurs from
across the district.

A key highlight for District
Baramullawastheliveinterac-
tion of Mohammad Saleem
Gashroo, a successful entre-

preneur, with the Hon’ble Chief
Minister during the UT-level
event at SKICC. His inspiring
journey exemplified the spirit
of Mission YUVA. The district-
level facilitation event was
organized at Dak Bungalow
Baramulla, where agood num-
ber of youth and stakeholders
gathered to witness the live
proceedings.

At the Dak Bungalow, event
was graced by the presence of
MLA Wagoora-Kreeri Con-
stituency, Irfan Hafiz Lone;
Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner (ADDC)
Baramulla, and Assistant Com-
missioner Development (ACD)
Baramulla, along with officials
of Employment department
Baramulla, members of the
SBDU, (BHD), YUVA Doots,and
aspiring entrepreneurs from
across the district.

A key highlight for District
Baramullawastheliveinterac-
tion of Mohammad Saleem
Gashroo.

J&K Students Association Thanks PM Modi, EAM Jaishankar for Swift
Evacuation of 1,300 Kashmiri Students from War-Torn Iran

moment when hope was beginning to fade. “The
students were terrified, traumatized, and in
extremely vulnerable positions. This act of care n
and commitment has brought immense relief to
their anxious families across Jammu and Kashmir
and has renewed faith in the protective embrace
of the Indian state,” the letter read.

“These students, trapped in conflict-ridden cities,
endured days of fear and uncertainty. Their safe
return to the arms of their families in Jammu and
Kashmir has brought much-needed emotional

n HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar , JUNE 27: The Jammu and Kashmir
Students Association on Saturday has written to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and External
Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar, expressing
heartfelt gratitude for the evacuation of over 1,300

Kashmiri students from conflict-hit Iran.

In a letter addressed to the Prime Minister and
the External Affairs Minister, the Association
lauded the swift, coordinated, and compassionate
efforts ofthe Government of India, describing the
evacuation as “adeeply humanitarian act rooted
in national duty and compassion.” The students,
who were studyingin various Iranian cities, such
as Tehran, Shiraz, Isfahan, Qom, Gilan, Tabriz,
Yazd, and Ahvaz faced immense psychological
distress and were finally able to breathe a sigh of

relief following their safe return.

National Convenor of the Jammu and Kashmir
Students Association Nasir Khuehami, said the

peace and relief,” it added.

sequently evacuated.

government’s timely intervention came at a

The Association highlighted that while citizens
of many other nations were left to face the risks
on their own, the Indian government prioritized
the safety of its citizens. An attack near the Huj-
jatdost Dormitory at Tehran University of Medi-
calSciences, whichinjured two Kashmiristudents,
underscored the grave danger they were facing.
Following urgent appeals by the Association, the
students were relocated to safer areas and sub-

HT NEWS DESK

GANDERBAL,JUNE28: Direc-
tor Health Services Kashmir
(DHSK), Dr. Jehangir Bakshi
today undertook a compre-
hensive tour along the Baltal
Axis,inspecting healthinfra-
structure in preparation for
the upcoming Shri Amarnath
Ji Yatra, scheduled from 3rd
July to 9th August 2025.

The visit covered Base Hos-
pital Baltal, and en route
health centres at Railpathri,
Bryarimarg, Kali Mata, Low-
er Holy Cave, Sangam Top,
culminating at Base Hospital
Holy Cave.

Duringthe tour, Director held
a detailed review of health

&y
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facilities in terms of avail-
ability of staff, infrastructure,
drugs, equipment & other
logisticsrequired for smooth
functioning of health care
services.

ﬂF JAMMU & KASHM$ '*

DHSK personally checked the
functionality of equipment
and tookin-depthassessment
of all the sections of the facil-
ities as per the mandate. He
ensured that all the stations

Director Health Kashmir conducts detailed
Inspection of health facilities enroute Holy Cave

are equipped with requisite
HR, logistics,drugsand equip-
ment as per the predefined
checklist.

While expressing satisfaction
over the arrangements, he
laid stress on the employees
to serve and treat yatri pil-
grims with utmost zeal and
zest.

During the visit, DHSK also
gave onspotdirectionstothe
concerned officers for further
augmentation of health care
services wherever it was
applicable.

Director was accompanied
by OIC Yatra DHSK, Medical
Director Yatra BaltalAxis,
Yatra Unit DHSK and other
concerned officials.

Distt Admin Ganderbal joins live streaming of Mission YUVA launch

J&K POLICE

[ HT NEWS DESK

preneurs, who have availed assis-

menting the missionat the grassroots

He added that with the financial

GANDERBAL, JUNE 28: District
Administration Ganderbal today
joined the live streaming of the offi-
cial launch of Mission YUVA by
Hon’ble Chief Minister from SKICC,
providinglocal youth and stakehold-
ers the opportunity to witness the
event in real-time.

Thelive streaming session was orga-
nized in the Conference Hall, Mini
Secretariat Ganderbal, where entre-
preneurs, youth beneficiaries and
otherline departments participated
with great enthusiasm.

During the event, severallocal entre-

@ 00 ©

tance under various self-employ-
ment schemes, shared their success
stories. They expressed their grati-
tude for the government’sinitiatives
under Mission YUVA, which aim to
empower youth through skill devel-
opment, mentorship, and access to
credit and market linkages.

Deputy Commissioner (DC) Gander-
bal, Jatin Kishore presided over the
sessionas chiefguest. He emphasized
that Mission YUVAisavisionary step
towards transforming the youth of
J&K into job creators instead of job
seekers.

He assured full support from the
district administration in imple-

level by providing timely approvals,
capacity building, and continuous
handholding of young entrepre-
neurs.

On the occasion, Mudasir Ahmad, a
buddingentrepreneur from Gander-
bal, shared his perspective on the
Mission YUVA scheme during the
live streaming of the official launch
event.

He expressed appreciation for the
scheme’s online and hassle-free
application process.

Mudasir also outlined his future
business expansion plans, mention-
ingthatheintendstostartadryfruits
and sorted fruits distribution center.

support under Mission YUVA, he
aims to generate employment for 10
to20individuals, thereby contribut-
ing to the local economy.

Amongothers, the eventwasattend-
ed by Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner, Manzoor
Ahmad Bhat; ACR Ganderbal, DIO
NIC and other district and sectoral
officers. He expressed appreciation
for the scheme’s online and hassle-
free application process.

Mudasir also outlined his future
business expansion plans, mention-
ingthatheintendstostartadryfruits
and sorted fruitsdistribution center.
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HT EDITORIAL

Ensure hassle free movement of
locals to Pahalgam during
Amarnath Yatra

As the annual Amarnath yatra is set to commence
fromnextweek the world famous health resort of Pahalgam
in South Kashmirwould somewhatbecome out of bounds
for the residents of the union territory. Even though there
are no official restrictions on a visit to Pahalgam during
the yatra period the people of Jammu & Kashmir some-
what decide not to visit the world renowned health resort
of Pahalgam.

Giventhe factthatthe police and other security agen-
cies carry out multiple checks en-route Amarnath cave
a lot of time gets consumed in the same. This results in
unnecessary delay forthe people intending to visit Pahal-
gam and as such the people rue their decision to visit
Pahalgam during the Amarnath yatra period. The people
look for other options in this regard and as such the other
health resorts of Kashmir see unprecedented rush during
the time the Amarnath yatra is in progress.

This year since the Aru valley is out of bounds for both
the locals and tourists the places to be visited are limited.
Insuchamannerthe people whointendto visit Pahalgam
this year would have to tread a cautious path and they
have to be choosy when it comes to visiting this world
famous health resort. The Baisaran incident has cast a
bad scar on the tourism scenario in Kashmir especially
in the Pahalgam area. It will take some time o remove
this scar and by that time the people have to be patient.

The movement of locals to Pahalgam during the yatra
period can be regulated in a better manner and in this
regard the police and security agencies have animpor-
tantrole to play. Since the yatris are registered at multiple
levels these people can be easily segregated from the
locals and as such the movement of locals can be eas-
ily made to Pahalgam and its associated places. This
needstobe given aproperthoughtby the people athelm
so that the locals don’t feel alienated.

Since the people at helm want the revival of tourism
in Kashmir it is imperative that the movement of tourists
be it international, domestic and local is facilitated and
thereisnobaronthe movement of the same. Oncelocals
are allowedto move towards the Pahalgam areait would
send apositive message to the locals as well as outsiders.
Otherwise, there would be a negative message and that
is not good for the overall tourism of Kashmir.

The Role of Environment in
Developing Communication Skills

m  Sahil Manzoor

If we want to develop our com-
munication skills, we must place
ourselves in the right environment.
There are several simple yet effective
ways to enhance vocabulary, which
forms the foundation of strong com-
munication.

If we aspire to become public
speakers, effective motivators, educa-
tors, or counselors, we must develop
agallery ofknowledge. While having
fragmented or “titbit” knowledge can
help us engage to some extent, true
impact comes when we have a clear
and deep understanding of the subject
we are presenting.

Today, the competition among
learnersisfierce. Even primary school
students are developing impressive

communication skills, thanks to their
surroundings — family, friends, teach-
ers,and school activities. Teachers, in
particular, play a crucial role in help-
ing students develop language skills.
The mother tongue is especially pow-
erfulinthisregard.Itallows the expla-
nationof complexideasinawaythat's
both accessible and effective.

However, educationalinstitutions
are diverse. Students come from
various linguistic and cultural back-
grounds. Therefore, itbecomes essen-
tial toemphasize languages like Urdu
and English, which are commonly
understood by a broad section of
students.

According to the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020, children typ-
ically begin formal education at the
age of six. During these foundational
years, learning often happens through
play — using methods like rhymes,
songs,and interactive activities. These
tools help students build vocabulary,
improve fluency, and develop a love
forlearning. Repetition of rhymesand
basic educational content reinforces
their understanding.

Tostrengthen this foundationeven

at the secondary and higher second-
ary levels, schools should dedicate
one day per week to basic skill-build-
ing activities. These could include
student-friendly quizzes or work-
sheetsacross subjects suchasEnglish,
Mathematics, Science, Urdu, and
Kashmiri. Such exercises help iden-
tify gaps in understanding. Students
with strong fundamentals feel con-
fident, while those with weak basics
oftenfeel confused and disinterested.

It'simportant toremember: learn-
ing has no age limit. At any stage, we
can reflect on our weaknesses and
work toward self-improvement.

In today's world, communication
skills and proficiency in the English
language are increasingly empha-
sized. While these skills are undoubt-
edlyimportant, we must not overlook
individuals who possess deep talent
and knowledge but lack fluency in
English or public speaking. These
individuals — the real gems of our
country —deserve supportand oppor-
tunities. With therightenvironment,
theytoo candevelop the communica-
tion skills they need.

It'sunfair thatinterviews and pro-

fessional opportunities often priori-
tize language proficiency over talent
and dedication. The country needs
hardworking, committed youth. Com-
munication skills can be developed
over time, especially when people are
placed in environments that support
learning and growth.

So, how do we improve our com-
munication skills?

The answer lies in book reading.
Reading expands vocabulary,
improves comprehension, and builds
confidence. It keeps us informed
and enhances our understanding.
Whether through a public library
or a home collection, reading regu-
larly will shape your skills profound-
ly. Even reading the same question
multiple times can deepen under-
standing.

Intheend,it'sallabout prioritizing
what we need and giving ourselves
the time toimprove. Communication
isnotjustaboutlanguage —it’sabout
connection, clarity, and the will to
grow.

Raiyar-Ich, Khansahib |
sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.com
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Without Gender Inclusivity,
India’s AI Growth Is Incomplete

m Vijay Garg

Artificial Intelligence (Al)is transforming India’s
economy and governance, from public service
delivery to healthcare and financial inclusion.
While frameworks like the National Strategy for
Al and initiatives like the National Al Portal show
India’s ambition to lead responsibly, a critical gap
remains: The underrepresentation of women in
shaping and benefiting from Al.

India produces one of the world’s highest propor-
tions of female STEM graduates. Very few women
make it into careers in Al and machine learning in
India. This disparity reflects deep-rooted norms, a
lack of gender-responsive skilling, limited mentor-
ship and workplace support for women in tech.
These barriers reduce individual aspirations and
collectively constrainthe country’s potential to build
adiverse and robust Al ecosystem.

The challenge, however, goes beyond repre-
sentation. When women are missing from the
design, governance, and policymaking processes
around Al, the technology itself becomes exclu-
sionary. Al systems, trained on historical datasets
where male dominance has been the norm, risk
replicating those very inequities. In recruitment,
for example, Al tools have been shown to favour

male candidates simply because the datasets used
reflect past hiring patterns biased against wom-
en. A UNESCO study found Al tools were 30 per
cent more likely to recommend men for leadership
roles, reflecting how biased datasets can be unless
actively corrected.

Despite these risks, Al also holds tremendous
promise to advance gender equity, if designed and
deployed withintention. InIndia, we have already
begun to see Al-based innovations that address
gendered development gaps. Al-powered diag-
nostic tools are improving maternal healthcare
by identifying high-risk pregnancies early, espe-
cially in underserved rural areas. Fintech compa-
nies have leveraged Al to assess creditworthiness
for women entrepreneurs who lack formal cred-
it histories, enabling them to access much-need-
ed capital. Educational platforms are harnessing
Al to deliver personalised learning for girls from
disadvantaged communities, helping overcome
learning deficits and social stigma that tradition-
ally keep them out of school.

Afewinitiatives in different states have shown
that Al and digital skilling can be made more
inclusive when viewed through a gendered lens.
Odisha, for instance, has expanded its flagship
Mission Shakti women’s empowerment pro-
gramme to include digital and Al-related skilling
for self-help group members, especially in tribal
and rural districts. Through partnerships under
the Odisha Skill Development Authority, women
are being introduced to Al concepts, digital lit-
eracy, and data-driven enterprise development,
linking traditional livelihoods with the digital
economy. Similarly, Telangana’s WE Hub and T-AIM
have created a supportive ecosystem for women-

led startups working in Al and emerging tech-
nologies, while Kerala’s SHE ICT initiative and its
Knowledge Economy Mission explicitly target
digital employment for women returning to the
workforce.

Karnataka, through its Elevate Women and
KDEM programmes, is investing in women entre-
preneurs and digital skilling outside the Bengal-
uru metro, and Tamil Nadu’s Naan Mudhalvan
scheme is integrating Al education into colleges
and schools with a focus on increasing female
participation in STEM. These state-level models
offer promising blueprints for how gender-inclu-
sive Al policies can be grounded in local contexts
and scaled nationally.

India’s Al strategy must include deliberate,
systemic actions toreverse the gender gap in both
access and leadership. There is an urgent need to
make Al education and skilling programmes more
accessible and relevant for women. While numer-
ous skilling initiatives have emerged under the
government’s Digital India and Skill India Missions,
most are not designed keeping the gender aspect
inmind. As per NASSCOM (2023), women consti-
tute only 29 per cent of those enrolled in Al and
data science courses at top institutions such as
the IITs and IlITs. Without targeted outreach, fel-
lowships, and bootcamps for women, this gap will
only grow. Global programmes like Canada’s “Al
for Gender Equity” or the UK’s “Women in Innova-
tion” fund show how targeted subsidies can boost
women’s participation in Al.

Vijay Garg Retired Principal Educational
columnist Eminent Educationist street kour
Chand MHR Malout Punjab

Axiom-4 Launch Boosts India’s Global Space Profile

m Priyanka Saurabh

The Axiom-4 missionis a historic moment
inIndia's space history. With the participation
of Air Force Group Captain Shubhanshu Shuk-
la, this mission has become not justatechno-
logical achievement but a symbol of India's
presence on the global stage. This mission, in
collaboration with America's Axiom-4 Space
and NASA, has taken India to new heights in
the field of human space travel. At the level
of scientificexperiments, international coop-
erationand strategic partnerships, this mission
strengthens the foundation for the upcoming
Gaganyaan and Indian Space Station.

When an Indian representative went to
the International Space Station (ISS) after a
long gap of 41 years, it was not just a mission
but a rebirth of India's space science, global

diplomacy and scientific reputation. The
participation of Group Captain Shubhanshu
Shukla of the Indian Air Force in the Axiom-4
mission made it clear that India is no longer
seenasjustaparticipantinthe spaceracebut
as a potential leader.

Through this mission, India achieved suc-
cess at many levels simultaneously. First of
all, from a scientific point of view, India sent
seven major scientific experiments to space
under this mission. All these experiments
were based on microgravity and their aim
was to understand various aspects of life. The
study done onseeds like fenugreekand moong
took the uniqueness of Indian agricultural
techniques to space. This proves that India's
traditional farming is also relevant and mod-
ern for scientific research.

Additionally, experiments based on micro-
organisms, microalgaeand muscleregeneration
proved India's utility in the development of life
supportsystems forlong-termspace travel. This
makes it clear that India has come not only to
establish its presence in space but also to con-
tributetoitatthelevel ofinnovationandresearch.
Shubhanshu Shukla's successful docking of
SpaceX's Crew Dragon spacecraft and training
inemergencysituationsinspaceisaninvaluable

experience for the upcoming Gaganyaan mis-
sion.Itwillserveasastrongfoundationforindia's
first human space mission.

Axiom-4 also showed that India has now
entered commercial space flights as well. The
agreement between Axiom-4 Space and
Indian startup Skyroot Aerospace shows that
India no longer wants to rely only on govern-
ment resources, but is moving towards devel-
oping cheap and innovative solutions in col-
laboration with the private sector. This is a
success story of self-reliance of Indian space
policy and startup culture.

From a strategic point of view, AXIOM-4
is a symbol of growing cooperation between
India and the US, especially under arrange-
ments like ICET and Artemis Accords. Through
this mission, India strengthened the spirit of
cooperation notonly with the USbutalsowith
the global South-North. Along with India,
astronauts from countries like Poland and
Hungary also participated in this mission. It
was a symbol of global inclusiveness and
partnership. This mission also boosts India's
"soft power". When India's name was associ-
ated with human space travel on news chan-
nels around the world, it was not just a tech-
nological victory but also a diplomatic one.

India demonstrated that it has become a
country not just sending satellites, but send-
ing and cooperating humans into space.

The Axiom-4 mission has also given new
confidence to India's private space startups.
Companies like Skyroot and Agnikul Cosmos
are now moving towards global collaboration.
This can prove to be an opening of new doors
for investment, technical collaboration and
scientific innovation for India.

Additionally, this mission has provided
India with the necessary experience for Gag-
anyaan.Axiom-4 hasbeen termed by experts
as an "insurance policy", which means that
this mission gave India an opportunity to
understand and control the risks that may
arise in complex missions like Gaganyaan.
Also, this experience will be helpful in build-
ing India's future space station "Indian Space
Station".Itisalsoimportant that Shubhanshu
Shukla received eight months of rigorous
training at NASA, which has now given India
anew standardin terms of astronaut training
capabilities. In future, Indian astronauts can
be trained at this level.

The Axiom-4 mission has given India a
more effective voice in global forums such as
the United Nations Committee on the Peace-

ful Uses of Outer Space. When a country
undertakes human space flight, it begins to
play a new role not only in science but also in
global policy making. The entire mission has
proven that India is no longer just an observer,
but a participant. The mission has proved to be
a'lift-off moment' for India - amoment whena
nationtakes flight notjustinthefield oftechnol-
ogy, but also in confidence, strategy and global
leadership.

Itis now necessary that India builds on this
achievement by integrating it with upcoming
missions like Gaganyaan and long-term strate-
gies in the space sector. From policy making to
budgetallocations and from space educationto
international collaborations—missions like
Axiom-4 mustbemade partofindia'slong-term
space strategy. Ultimately, Axiom-4 was not
just a flight, it was a declaration of India's
scientific prowess, global participation and
potential to become a future space super-
power. India is no longer lagging behind in
the space race, but is at the forefront.

The author is a Research Scholarin
Political Science, Poet, freelance
journalist and columnist, Ubba Bhawan,
Aryanagar, Hisar (Haryana)-127045
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Bey Pie Talash by Dr Rafeeq Masoodi

m Rayees Ahmad Kumar

Dr. Rafeeq Masoodi is a renowned
figure in Jammu and Kashmir, known
for his multifaceted personality as a
broadcaster,administrator, literary fig-
ure,and philanthropist. Dr. Masoodi has
headed various cultural institutions,
including Vividh Bharati, Radio Kashmir,
Doordarshan, and the Cultural Academy.
He served as the Additional Director
General of Doordarshanand Directorate
General of Development Communication
Division in New Delhi. He has trans-
lated notable works, such as Bhisham
Sahni's "Tamas" and Vishnu Prabhakar's
"Ardh Narishwar", into Kashmiri. His
own book, "Panun Dod Panin Dag" (My
Pain, My Affliction), is a collection of
Kashmiri poems that have been trans-
lated into various languages. Recently
he has come up with a new book, Bey
Pie Talash, which was released in Tago-
re Hall Srinagar, during a grand literary
event, conducted under the aegies of
Adbi Markaz Kamraz of which he is the
patron. Bey Pie Talash, another collection
of 138 prose poems- articulately com-
posed, spanning 218 pages, and pub-
lished by Taj Printing Service, Delhi.
Boastinganadorable cover page designed
by the duoJavaid Igbaland Jameel Ansa-
ri, Dr Masoodi has dedicated this col-
lection to his beloved mother, Muntazir,
Umaia, Ashwagq, Nihad, Niyusha, and
Amal Aashia. While writing it's proem
titled 'Kaethi Manz Bawaan Kath' noted
academicianand poet Prof Shad Ramzan,
gives an insightful and detailed his-
torical background of Kashmiri poetic
literature from Lala Ded, Sheikh-ul-
Alam, Nadim, Mehjoor, Rahi, Firaq, Kamil
and Aazim to contemporary poets,
besides commenting on some meticu-
lously crafted poems of Dr Masoodi
found in this book. Init's foreword, Prof
Nazir Azad has highlighted the literary
prowess of author, the depth and pro-
fundity vivid in his poems, encompass-

ing varied themes and subjects. Author
hasbrilliantly opened the account of his
poems in this collection, by an articu-
lately composed one, praising, exalting
and revering Almighty. According to
author, in blue skies, greeneries, light of
the sun etc Almighty's presence is per-
ceptible. Luckiest and fortunate are the
ones, reciting glorious Quran at predawn
times, shedding tears while reading to
purify their souls - it is reflected in sec-
ond one about glorious Quran. Another
beautiful one in praise and admiration
of dear Prohphet pbuh, depicts authors
devotion and faith. According to him,
none would have understood monothe-
ism, living in mutual brotherhood, lov-
ing and caring each other, had dear
Prohphet pbuh not been sent as

mercy for all. As an ardent believer
and staunch devotee of Ahl al-Bayt, Dr
Masoodi has composed poems about
martyrdom of Hazrat Hussain ra, The
Tragedy of Karbala, depicting how even
after centuries, their sacred martyrdom
continues toinspire generations. Author
hasbeseechingly requestedinanimplor-
ing tone, inanother poem about Sheikh
Hamza Makhdoom ra, calling for his
eternal guidance and praying for his
well-being. Author's spiritual faith with
the revered saint is unshakable, appar-
ent through the chosen words of the
poem. Author is again imploring
Almighty in a poem, to forgive his pre-
vioussins through repentance, like Adam
and Eve repented after being thrown
away from heaven. Kahin Chuna Alaw
Bozan, through this poem, areader gets
astonished, how deep silence makes a
mother to forget her children, infants
don't seek their mothers, and even the
wind has kept itself restricted in an
unreachable deep cave. Zindagi akh
tueka tapuk, DrMasoodi has composed
this one, in context of an accidental
episode happened on 29-06-2016 at
Trehgam chowk. Infact, the tragedies
take seconds to happen and shatter the
dreams of hundreds, turn splendid struc-
turesintorubble and forcing evenkings
tostayasbeggars. Yeiziheazahn,in this
poem, author seems to be haunted by
childhood memories, when he would
keep his black and white photo in an
album. He craves for those black and
white days. Taraqi, this poem composed
by DrMasoodireflects, how our children,

grandchildren speak fluent Englishand
play multiple computer games but Alas,
in our homes, Kashmiri - which is our
recognition, possessingrichest literature
of globe, is dying due to stepmotherly
attitude. Itcan'tbe called a progress, but
devastation. Saed saibnidaedital, atthe
revered shrines of sufisaints, nohuman
looks like a foe, every person seems to
be wrapped in velvety attires and their
faces washed by zam zam waters. This
is what author has felt at the shrine of
Syed sahab. However it is ambiguous,
whether it is shrine of Syed Sahab Son-
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war Or any other shrine because hun-
dreds of God fearing saints coming from
Siminan and Hamadan cities belonged
to Syed dynasty. Atha chi talismi asan,
indeed every hand is magical, some turn
pebbles into rubies, while some others
play with charcoal pieces. In the same
way, some persons are skilled inone art,
while others too are blessed with some
other prowess. Hasad, according to
author, envy gets it's birth from a black
heart, howeveritisn't necessary that he
hasablackfacetoo.Envyisoftenviewed
asanegative trait because it can lead to

resentment, bitterness, and strained
relationships. It can also hinder per-
sonal growth and happiness. Dardrai,
this poemreflectsinner human feeling,
whichrecognizesone's pain when tears
are shed while hardly fears the torren-
tial rains which also, at times wreck
huge havoc. Rasool Mir, to celebrate the
founding father of Kashmirighazal, this
poem measures the literary and poetic
hight of Rasool Mir-the household name
of Kashmir. Bey pie Talash, title poem of
the book- author himself is surprised
over, what he is searching for, in each
lane, street, house, blazing fires and
blooming roses. Almost every reader
while going through this poem, feels
bewildered, what the author is truly
searching for. Abaji, through this metic-
ulously crafted poem, author has paid
glowing tributes to his father, who has
passed almost five decades ago. Calcu-
lating his pious virtues and praying for
hiseternal peace, is the main content of
this poem. Mouj Kashiri rath wandai,
using chosen and calculated smiles and
metaphors, author has succeeded in
highlighting the deplorable state of
Kashmir, which one's was thriving
through all means. Khata, to err is
human, thisis what the author has tried
to teach through this poem, however
after committing mistakes and sins, it
isimperative to seek repentance. Myoun
Sarmayi, the pains, afflictions and epi-
sodes which author has encountered
have found their voices in the form of
poems which are his total assets. Three
literary icons of valley, Farooq Nazki,
Shehnaz Rashid and Ayoub Sabir have
described Dr Masoodi as skillful littera-
teur,who knows how to craftimpressive
poetryitems. After going through these
masterfully creative poems, itis evident
that,Rafiqg Masoodiisarenowned Kash-
miri poet known for his thought-pro-
voking and emotionally charged poetry.
This collection explores themes of grief,
faith, memory, and the human spirit,
offering a poignant reflection of Kash-
mir's experiences. Masoodi's poetry is
characterized by its quietude, emo-
tional integrity, and refined use of
metaphor.Irecommendevery literature
lover to go through this masterpiece.

Writer is a columnist based in
Qazigund Kashmir

THE ROLE OF THE JUDICIARY IN
PROTECTING FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

®  Mohammad Ashar Bhat

The judiciary plays a crucial role in protecting
fundamental rights, acting as the guardian of the
Constitution and the final interpreter of law. In a
democratic society, the judiciary ensures that the rights
granted to individuals under the Constitution are not
violated by the state, institutions, or even private enti-
ties. When any law, policy, or action infringes upon
fundamental rights such as the right to equality,
freedom of speech, or personal liberty, it is the judi-
ciary that steps in to uphold justice. Through mecha-
nisms like writ petitions under Article 32 and Article
226 of the Indian Constitution, citizens can directly
approach the courts to seek redress for violations of
theirrights. The judiciary, particularly the higher courts
like the Supreme Court and High Courts, have been
proactive in expanding the interpretation of rights to
include newer dimensions such as the right to privacy,
education, and a clean environment. This judicial
activism has played a significant role in holding gov-
ernments accountable and ensuring that power is
exercised within constitutional limits. Moreover, by
striking down unconstitutional laws and executive
actions, the judiciary maintains a system of checks
and balances thatis essential for the survival of democ-
racy. In essence, the judiciary is not merely a passive
observer but a dynamic institution committed to
safeguarding the dignity and freedoms of individuals
against any form of oppression or injustice

The judiciary plays a crucial role in protecting
fundamental rights, acting as the guardian of the

Constitution and the final interpreter of law. In a
democraticsociety, the judiciary ensures that the rights
granted to individuals under the Constitution are not
violated by the state, institutions, or even private enti-
ties. When any law, policy, or action infringes upon
fundamental rights such as the right to equality,
freedom of speech, or personal liberty, it is the judi-
ciary that steps in to uphold justice. Through mecha-
nisms like writ petitions under Article 32 and Article
226 of the Indian Constitution, citizens can directly
approach the courts to seek redress for violations of
theirrights. The judiciary, particularly the higher courts
like the Supreme Court and High Courts, have been
proactive in expanding the interpretation of rights to
include newer dimensions such as the right to privacy,
education, and a clean environment. This judicial
activism has played a significant role in holding gov-
ernments accountable and ensuring that power is
exercised within constitutional limits. Moreover, by

striking down unconstitutional laws and executive
actions, the judiciary maintains a system of checks
and balancesthatis essential for the survival of democ-
racy. In essence, the judiciary is not merely a passive
observer but a dynamic institution committed to
safeguarding the dignity and freedoms of individuals
against any form of oppression or injustice the judi-
ciaryalsoservesasawatchdogthat constantly reviews
laws, executive decisions, and legislative actions to
ensure they do not violate the spirit of the Constitution.
This function becomes even more significantin times
of political instability or authoritarian tendencies,
where there is a risk of misuse of power. The courts,
particularly the Supreme CourtinIndia, have developed
the concept of judicial review, which empowers them
toinvalidate any law or executive order that contravenes
fundamental rights. Over the years, the judiciary has
expanded itsinterpretation of rights through landmark
judgments—forexample, therighttolife under Article

21hasbeeninterpreted toinclude therighttolive with
dignity, the right to education, and even the right to a
healthy environment. This broad and progressive
interpretation has brought justice to countless people
who otherwise might have remained voiceless in the
system.

Furthermore, the judiciary plays a key role in pro-
moting social justice by addressing inequalities and
discrimination faced by marginalized communities.
It has time and again taken suo motu cognizance of
human rights violations and intervened in matters
concerning the poor, women, children, and other
vulnerable groups. Through Public Interest Litigations
(PILs), evenindividuals or groups not directly affected
by a particular issue can approach the court, making
the justice system more accessible to the common
people. This innovation in legal procedure has made
the judiciary a powerful tool in addressing collective
grievances and promoting the ideals of equality and
fairness.

The independence of the judiciary is also critical in
this regard. A free and impartial judiciary is essential
to ensure that justice is not influenced by political
pressures or vested interests. Judges are expected to
interpret the law without fear or favor, and this impar-
tiality builds public trustin the legal system. Itis through
this independence that the judiciary can fearlessly
challenge governmental actions and act as the voice
of the Constitution. Moreover, the judiciary plays an
educational role by spreading awareness about fun-
damental rights and encouraging citizens to stand up
for their constitutional freedoms. In conclusion, the
judiciary not only enforces fundamental rights but
alsonurturesa culture of justice, equality, and respect
for the rule of law. Its role is indispensable in ensuring
that the democratic framework remains intact and
thateveryindividual, regardless of status or background,
is treated with fairness and dignity

The Author is a Student Of law,
University of Kashmir
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DC Kishtwar conducts inspection of key
town projects; Empha51zes safety, service delivery

] HT NEWS DESK

KISHTWAR, JUNE 28: To accelerate developmental
works and enhance public service delivery, the Dep-
uty Commissioner, Pankaj Kumar Sharma today con-
ducted an early morning tour of Kishtwar town to
inspect the progress and status of several key infra-
structure and utility projects.

Theinspection covered critical areas such as sanitation,
water supply, drainage systems, town beautification
and power distribution, among others.

The Deputy Commissioner assessed the on-ground
implementation and gave clear directives to expedite

the remaining works.

Taking strong note of sanitationissues, the DCinstruct-
ed the Executive Officer, Municipal Council to ensure

immediate 1mprovemer1t in cleanlmess and drainage
maintenance.
He furtherdirected the joint inspection team compris-
ing the CEO MC, District Officer PCC, Assistant Direc-

tor FCS&CA and Designated Officer Food Safety to
launch a comprehensive town-wide drive for seizure
of banned polythene, hygiene and sanitation checks,
quality inspection of packaged and perishable food
items being sold in the market.

The DC directed the Executive Engineer JPDCL to
enhanceelectricity distribution by removing unauthor-
ized overhead electric wires and relocating poles to
safer, more strategic locations to ensure public safety
and uninterrupted power supply.

Addressing publicinconvenience caused by infrastruc-
ture works, the DC gave instructions to the Executive
Engineer, Jal Shakti Department toimmediately restore

roads and pavements damaged during pipeline laying

delay.

and ensure their return to original condition without

Gram Sabha empowers local
decision-making in Block
Inderwal under DAJGUA

m  HTNEWS DESK

KISHTWAR, JUNE 28:Ina
landmark effort to
strengthen tribal empow-
erment and ensure inclu-
sive development, the
district administration
organized an awareness
and benefits saturation
camp in Block Headquar-
ter Inderwal, Panchayat
Lower Chatroo-C, District
Kishtwar under Dharti
Aaba Janjatiya Gramin
Utkarsh Abhiyan
(DAJGUA).This initiative,
part of DAJGUA's ongoing
district-wide campaign,
drew enthusiastic par-
ticipation from the tribal
community and marked a
significantstepinbridging
governance and grassroots
engagement.Centered on
Information, Education
and Communication (IEC),
the camp served as a one-
stop platform to raise
awareness and facilitate
access to a wide array of
government schemes tai-

DA-JGUA: Special Buffer Camp
organized at Mammer to accelerate
tribal outreach, welfare delivery
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GANDERBAL, JUNE 28:
In line with the ongoing
Dharti Aaba Janjatiya
Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan
(DA-JGUA), a special buf-
fer camp was success-
fully organized today at
Mammer, Block Kangan,
withthe aimofaccelerat-
ing outreach and ensur-
ing last-mile delivery of
welfare schemes to the
tribal communities resid-
ing in the region.

The camp witnessed
enthusiastic participation
from tribal households,
especially members of
the Gujjar and Bakarwal
communities, who
availed on-the-spot ser-
vices and information

lored to tribal welfare.

Key departments includ-
ingHealth, Jal Shakti, Agri-
culture, Education, ICDS,
Employment, Rural Devel-
opment, JPDCL and
FCS&CA—established
interactive stalls offering
on-the-spot assistance
with registrations, appli-
cation processes and ben-
efit disbursals. Many ser-
vices were delivered in
local dialects to ensure
clarity and inclusiveness.
Special health check-ups
were conducted for tribal
residents, addressing
immediate medical needs
and extending basic
healthcare to remote
populations.AGram Sabha
wasalso convened during
the camp, fostering mean-

DCKathua reviews progress of School Infrastructure Works
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ICATHUA, JUNE 28: Deputy Com-
missioner Kathua, Dr. Rakesh
Minhas today chaired a review
meeting toassess the progress of
development works being exe-
cuted in the Education Sector by
the Public Works Department
(PWD) and Rural Engineering

Wing (REW).

The meeting was held in the
Video Conference Room of the
DC Office Complex and was
attended by Chief Planning Offi-
cer, Ranjit Thakur; Chief Educa-
tion Officer, MangatRam Sharma;
Engineers of PWD from Kathua,
Basohli, Billawar and Hiranagar
divisions; Zonal Education Offi-
cers (ZEOs) and other concerned

officers.

While reviewing the works tak-
enup under the Elementary Edu-
cation component of the District
CAPEX budget, it was informed

that out of 30 sanctioned works,
13 are currently under execution
at full pace, while 17 new works
have been added for the current
financial year. The Deputy Com-
missioner impressed upon the
concerned ZEOs to conduct regu-
lar site visits for monitoring and
to oversee the quality and pace
of execution. He directed the
executing agencies to obtain
weekly progress updates from
thefield functionaries to maintain

consistent momentum.

fiscal year.

Inregard to the works under the
Secondary Education sector, it
was informed that out of a total
of 9 projects, 3 have been com-
pleted while 6 are under execu-
tion.Under the UT CAPEX budget,
a total of 137 works have been
sanctioned, out of which 42 have
been completed, and 107 are
being takenup during the current

During the review of SAMAGRA
Shiksha works, it was informed

that in the Kathua Sub-Division
under PWD, a total of 66 works
have been taken up, out of which
37 have been completed, while
19 new works have been ten-
dered.InHiranagar Sub-Division,
outof31works, 8 have been com-
pleted and 17 are newly added.
In Basohli Sub-Division, a total
of 117 works have been taken up
under SAMAGRA, out of which
63 works have been completed.
Similarly, in Billawar Sub-Divi-
sion, 136 works are under execu-
tion, with 42 already completed
and the remaining progressing
at a steady pace.

The meeting also informed that
a total of 63 education sector
worksare being executed by REW
Kathua, which are presently at
different stages of completion.
The Deputy Commissioner laid
thrust on the timely completion
of all projects, stating that educa-
tionremains a key priority sector
for the district.

Mission YUVA: Live streaming
of launch ceremony held

across Kathua
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KATHUA, JUNE 28: The launch

of Mission YUVA, anambitious
self-employment and entre-
preneurship initiative of the
Jammu and Kashmir Govern-
ment, waslive-streamed today
from SKICC Srinagar at the
Conference Hall of DC Office
Complex Kathua in the pres-
ence of senior district officers,
stakeholders, and beneficia-
riesThelive event was attend-
ed by Additional District
Development Commissioner
Kathua Surinder Mohan, Dep-
uty Director Employmentand
Counselling Centre Harvinder
Singh, Assistant Labour Com-
missioner Piyusha Khajuria,
District Social Welfare Officer
Varun Chaudhary, and other
officers from stakeholder
departments. Alarge number
ofregistered beneficiariesand
youth also participated.

During the live interaction,
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah

engaged virtually withentre-
preneurs fromvariousdistricts
including Rekha Rani from

Kathua. She shared her expe-

rience of registering under
Mission YUVA and explained
how she swiftly applied for the
scheme through the District
Employment and Counselling
Centre Kathua. Her Detailed
Project Report was prepared
inrecord time for setting up a
Manyari (general store) shop
with active support from the
department.She expressed
gratitude to the UT Govern-
ment for launching such
youth-centric schemes that
ensure ease of access, timely
support,and continuous hand-
holding.District officersreiter-
ated their commitment to
extend full support to eligible
youth under the scheme and
encouraged them to take
advantage of the opportunities
being made available to build
a self-reliant and economi-
cally active future.

ingful dialogue on com-
munity priorities.
Participants actively dis-
cussedlocalissues, passed
resolutions and reinforced
therole of grassroots gov-
ernance in the develop-
ment process.

about key government
schemes including PM-
JANMAN, PM-JAY SEHAT,
Mission Shakti, PMAY-G,
Pension schemes, schol-
arships for ST students,
and livelihood initiatives
under NRLM.Line depart-
ments including Health,
ICDS, Social Welfare, Edu-
cation, Rural Develop-
ment, Animal Husbandry,
and Agriculture had set
up facilitation counters,
offering citizens support
inapplication processing,
document verification,
health checkups, and
scheme enrollment.The
resource persons present
sensitized the tribal pop-
ulace about their rights,
entitlements, and the
government’s focus.

District Admin Ramban joins
Launch of Mission YUVA
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RAMBAN, JUNE 28: The Dis-
trict Administration Ramban
today virtually joined the UT-
wide launch of the Mission
Yuva programme, an ambi-
tious initiative spearheaded
by the Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, aimed at strength-
eningjob opportunities for the
youth of Jammu and Kashmir
through sustainable self-
employment ventures.

The virtual launch event was
attended by Deputy Commis-
sioner Ramban, Mohammad
Alyas Khan, along with Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner
Varunjeet Singh Charak, Joint
Director Employment S. Par-
mjeet Singh, and other senior
officers from various depart-
ments.

A large number of aspiring
entrepreneurs, Yuva Doots,
unemployed youth, and other
concerned officials also par-
ticipated in the programme
at the district headquarters.

The event featured a live
screening of the inaugural
ceremony led by the Chief
Minister, during which the
vision and objectives of Mis-
sion Yuva were explained in
detail.

The District Administration
also encouraged the youth to
proactively come forward,
register under Mission Yuva,
and avail themselves of the
benefits, including financial
support, capacity building,
and mentorship for various
entrepreneurial ventures.
The District Administration
also issued an appeal to the
unemployed youth of Ramban
district to take full advantage
of this golden opportunity by
enrolling themselves under
the scheme and turning their
entrepreneurial aspirations
into reality.

Similar programmes were
also organised at Gool and
other parts of the district.
Similar programmes were also
organised at Gool and other
parts of the district.

Pension Adalat held at Ramban

Committed to Ensuring Faster Resolution of Grievances and Enhancing

the Dignity and Financial Security of Family Pensioners

edthatthe Pension Adalatreflects
the ‘whole-of-government
approach’, bringing together all
concerned departments on a
single platform for the expeditious
and effective resolution of griev-
ances. He emphasized that the
initiative not only accelerates
grievance redressal but alsorein-
forces the government’s commit-
ment to pensioners as valued
members of society. He also
stressed the importance of pro-
moting greater awareness among
PSAs,DDOs and pensionersregard-
ing pension procedures and
responsibilities.

During the Adalat, several PSAs
and DDOs presented pending
cases, particularly those delayed
due to missing clarifications or
documentation. These cases were
thoroughly reviewed and on-the-
spot resolutions were provided
wherever feasible.

“The Deputy Accountant General
also informed the gathering that
starting July 1, 2025, all pension
cases in the Union Territory of
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RAMBAN, JUNE 28: Inasignificant
initiative aimed at promoting
transparency and expediting the
resolution of pension-related
grievances, the Office of the Prin-
cipal Accountant General (A&E),
J&K, Jammu, in coordination with
the District Administration today
organized a Pension Adalat at the
District Headquarters Ramban.
The Adalat was presided over by
Deputy Accountant General Pawan
Kumar Rathi, accompanied by
Additional Treasury Officer Lokesh
Shan, Senior AOs Surinder Sharma
and Naresh Pal and AAOs Umesh,
Romesh Chander and Inder Ji Bhat.
A large number of pensioners,
family pensioners, Drawing and
Disbursing Officers (DDOs), Pen-
sionSanctioning Authorities (PSAs)
and other concerned officials par-
ticipated in the program.
Addressing the gathering, the
Deputy Accountant General stat-

Jammu and Kashmir must be sub-
mitted exclusively through online
mode—amoveaimedatstreamlin-
ing processes, enhancing transpar-
ency and expediting settlements.
Resource persons also sensitized
participantsabout the online pen-
sion case submission process,
highlighting key areas requiring
special attention to ensure error-
free submissions.

Pensioners, family pensioners and
departmental officials actively
voiced their concerns during the
Adalat,whichwere patiently heard
and addressed by the authorities.
Directions were issued for the
time-bound redressal of all genu-
ine cases, reaffirming the govern-
ment’s commitment to safeguard-
ing the financial security and
dignity of pensioners and their
families. Pensioners, family pen-
sioners and departmental officials
actively voiced their concerns dur-
ingthe Adalat, which were patient-
ly heard and addressed by the
authorities. Directions wereissued
for the time-bound.

Omar Abdullah-led Govt committed to youth welfare & empowerment: Javid Ahmad Dar
Urges Youth to gear up for upcoming Panchayat polls
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Jammu, June 28: Javid Ahmad Dar,
Minister for Agriculture Production,
Rural Development & PanchayatiRaj,
Cooperative, and Election, today
reaffirmed the unwavering commit-
ment of the Omar Abdullah-led gov-
ernment towards the welfare and
empowermentof youth. He said the
government is focused on creating
sustainable livelihood opportunities
thatallow young people tolead lives
of dignity and self-reliance.

The minister was addressing a day-
long Youth National Conference
(YNC) convention organized under
the leadership of Tejinder Pal Singh
Aman, Provincial President YNC
Jammu at Sher-e-Kashmir Bhawan,
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Jammu. Senior NC leaders former
Minister and Additional General
SecretaryJKNC,Ajay Kumar Sadhotra
and Provincial President Rattan Lal
Guptawere guest of honors, Provin-
cial Secretaries Sheikh Bashir Ahmed,
Pardeep Bali, Ayub Malik, Ex-MLA
Bimla Luthra, Vijay Lochan Chairman
SC Cell, Abdul Gani Teli Chairman
OBCCell,Shamim Begum DDCDan-
sal,Joginder Singh Kaku DDCNagro-
ta, Rajni Devi Working President
Women wing Jammu, Chander
Mohan Sharma District President
Jammu Urban, Raghbir Singh Manhas
District President Jammu Rural A,
Naresh Bittu District President Jam-
mu Rural B were also present.

Javid Ahmad Dar, who was the Chief
Guest at the event, criticized the
previous regimes for neglecting

youth-centric policies over the past
decade. He asserted that under the
leadership of Omar Abdullah, the
government has ensured equitable

mir.

representation to the Jammuregion,
despite alarger mandate from Kash-

Highlighting key welfare initiatives

nel.

of the present dispensation, he men-
tioned schemes like free travel for
women in government buses, 200
units of free electricity to AAY fam-
ilies, and enhanced marriage assis-
tance of 75,000 for girls. He also
noted that Jammu and Kashmir
recently received Rs10,637 crore
package for massive infrastructure
push in the region, which also
includes key projects like the Sadh-
naTunnel and the Mughal Road Tun-

The minister said that Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah has committed to
address the issues being faced by
youth of J&K. He emphasized that
the youth are not only the backbone
of society but also have to play a
pivotalroleinthe political and social
transformation of Jammu and Kash-

mir. He urged the youth cadre toaim
high, work with dedication, and
strengthen the organizational fabric
of the party tobring about meaning-
ful change.

Ajay Sadhotra, Additional General
Secretary, in his address, said that
the so-called Double Engine Govern-
ment of BJP has completely failed in
Jammu and Kashmir. He added that
the BJP, which ruled J&K for the past
10years,abrogated Article 370 with

tall promises of reducing unemploy-

mentand ending terrorism, but noth-
ing has changed on the ground.
Ajay Sadhotra stressed the urgent
need to end the ongoing system of
dual governance in the Union Terri-
tory which has created only chaos
and hurdlesinthe present dispensa-
tion.
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SANJY-2025: DC Srinagar, Commissioner
SMC visit Yatra Transit Camp Panthachowk

Finalise preparations for smooth conduct of annual Shri Amarnathji Yatra-2025 at Srinagar Transit camp
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SRINAGAR, JUNE 28:- Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, Akshay Labroo &
Commissioner Srinagar Municipal
Corporation(SMC), Faz Lul Haseeb on
Saturday evening undertook a site visit of
YatraTransit Camp (YTC)at Panthachowk
tooversee the arrangements being putin
place forthe Yatries expected to participate
in annual Shri Amarnathji
Yatra(SANJY-2025)begining from July 03.

DC along with SMC Commissioner
inspected thefacilities and arrangements
putin place for safety and convenience of
the yatris during their halt at the transit
camp Srinagar.

On the occasion, DC & Commissioner
were apprised that all necessary facilities
including provision for drinking water,
electricity, sanitation, public convenience
facilities,boarding,lodging, bedding, KYC
registration counter, medical facilities, etc
have been made available at the Yatra

&

Transit Camp well in advance before the
commencement of the annual pilgrimage.
During the visit, DC & Commissioner

i

assessed the condition and functionality
of various facilities, ensuring they are
operatingasintended, to ensure pilgrims

do not face any difficulty at the camp.

Whileinteracting with the Officers, DC
emphasized seamless coordinationamong
departments to ensure smooth, seamless
and peaceful conduct of the Yatra.

SMC authorities briefed that proper
sanitation and cleanliness in the transit
camp on a regular basis, besides deploy-
ment of sufficient staffhas been ensured.
Directions were passed for installing dust
binsatdifferentlocationsin the premises
of the transit camp.

In order to ensure hassle free RFID and
KYC registrations at the Camp, DC asked
the concerned to ensure all required
machinery and electronic gadgets are
functioning properly.

Besides, Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz; Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Aadil Fareed; Joint
Commissioner SMC, Nuzhat Khurshid and
SDPO Panthachowk, Zohaib Hassan, the
DC was accompanied by SDM East, Chief
Medical Officer, Executive Engineers of
R&B, PDD, PHE, Tehsildar Panthachowk,

DC Ganderbal visits Kullan, Nilgrath,
reviews arrangements for Muharram
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GANDERBAL, JUNE 28:
In view of Muharram,
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Ganderbal, Jatin Kishore
today conducted anexten-
sive visit to Kullan and
Nilgrath areas of the dis-
trict to review and assess
the preparedness for
smooth conduct of
Muharram-related activi-
ties.During the visit, DC
tookadetailed appraisal of
the arrangements being
putin placetofacilitate the
conduct of religious pro-
cessions and other events,
ensuring thatdevoteesface
no inconvenience during
the sacred days.

Representatives from

Shiaand AugafCommittees
of Kullan and Nilgrath
interacted withthe DCand
raised several key issues
regarding uninterrupted
water and power supply,
installation and repair of
street lights, sanitation
measures, and the repair
of inner roads.Taking note
oftheir concerns, DCissued
on-the-spot instructions
to the concerned depart-
ments for time-bound
redressal of the highlight-
ed issues. He emphasized
thatallnecessary arrange-
ments must be completed
well in advance to ensure
a peaceful and organized
observance of Muharram.

Executive Engineer R&B
was directed to carry out

immediate repairs and
renovation worksoninner
roads where required.
Assistant Director, FCS&CA,
was instructed to ensure
timely supply and distribu-
tion of essential commod-
ities in these areas.

Chief Medical Officer
Ganderbal was tasked with
deploying First Aid Teams
atboth locations with suf-
ficient stock of essential
medicines and necessary
medical supplies to cater
to any health exigencies
during the processions.

Further, Assistant Com-
missioner Panchayats was
directed to ensure thor-
ough cleanliness and sani-
tation around Imambaras
and mosques.

SANJY-2025:

Mock Drill

held at Pahalgam
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ANANTNAG, JUNE 28 In view of the
upcoming Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2025, a
comprehensive mock drill was conduct-
ed under the supervision of Major Gen-
eral (Retd.) Sudhir Bahl at Pahalgam to
assess disaster preparedness and refine
theresponse strategy wherever necessary.

Thedrill simulated various emergency
scenarios, including fire incidents, ter-
rorist attacks, vehicular accidents, and
stampedes. These simulations were car-
ried outat the Nunwan Base Camp, Chan-
danwariand adjoining areas.

Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC)
Anantnag, Sandeep Singh Bali, who was
present on the occasion, stated that the
response strategies for all scenarios were
thoroughly reviewed.The exercise was
highly effective inensuringall stakehold-

ers are well-acquainted with their roles
and responsibilities. It played a vital role
in enhancing inter-departmental coor-
dination.Following the drill, a debriefing
meeting was held with various depart-
ments under the chairmanship of Major
General Sudhir Bahl (Retd).

SANJY-2025: DC Bandipora reviews
facilities at Shadipora Transit Camp

u HT NEWS DESK

ous departments. The con-

| Amirlgbal Khan

NDMA conducts mock exercises at
Baltal ahead of SANJY 2025

addressed.He said that the mock
exercise has been very fruitful in

BANDIPORA, JUNE 28: In
view of the upcoming Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra (SANJY)
2025, Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Bandipora, Manzoor
Ahmad Qadri, on Saturday
visited the Transit YatraCamp
at Shadipora to review the
arrangements and assess the
facilities available for the Yatris.

During the visit, DC con-
ducted an extensive inspection
ofthe campinfrastructure and
took stock of key services
including accommodation,
sanitation, potable water, elec-

tricity, medical facilities, and
security measures.

He emphasized the need to
ensure 24x7 availability of
these services while maintain-
ing high standards of hygiene
and cleanliness.On the occa-
sion, DC also chaired a review
meeting with officers of vari-

cerned officers apprised him
thatallrequisite arrangements
have already been putin place
tofacilitate asmooth and com-
fortable stay for the pilgrims.
Qadri stressed the impor-
tance of close inter-depart-
mental coordination and
timely execution of pending
works, if any, to ensure the
successful conduct of the
annual pilgrimage.DC was
accompanied by Additional
Deputy Commissioner Bandi-
pora, Zaffar Husson Shawl;
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Sumbal, officers from J&K.

GANDERBAL,JUNE 28: Inview of
the ensuing Shri Amarnath ji Yatra
(SANJY)2025,amockdrill was today
organized along Baltal axis under
the supervision of Col. Nadeem
Arshid (Retd), to test the disaster
preparedness and improvise the
response strategy where required.

During the mock drill, several
scenarios including fire incidents,
terrorist attacks, [ED identification
and neutralization, vehicular acci-
dents and stampedes were simu-
lated.Col Nadeem Arshad on the
occasion said that response strate-
gies for these mock scenarios have
beendiscussed threadbare and any

ensuring that all stakeholders are
well versed with their responsibili-
ties. He said that the exercise has
beeninstrumentalinensuringinter-
departmental coordination.NDMA
experts trained the participants on
keyaspectsof disaster management
such as the formation of Incident
Response Teams, coordination
among various participating agen-
cies,evacuation, medical prepared-
ness and trauma counselling.
Thisexercise aimed atenhancing
the preparedness of officials of the
Shri Amarnath ji Shrine Board
(SASB), district administration and
other key Government agencies to

gap areas identified have been

deal with any disaster.

Distt Admin Anantnag hosts live
streaming of launch of Mission YUVA
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ANANTNAG, JUNE 28: In a vibrant display of youth engagement
and community participation, Anantnag districtadministration today
organized a grand district-level celebration of the launch of Mission
YUVA at Dak Bungalow Khannabal.

The highlight of the event was the live streaming of the Chief Min-
ister’s official launch of Mission YUVA. Young participants and
entrepreneurs joined indiscussions and interactive sessions focused
on the Mission's objectives.

Present at the event were senior officers of the district administra-
tion, representatives fromvarious banks and budding entrepreneurs.

Officers addressed the gathering, highlighting the government’s
renewed emphasis on youth-led development, skill enhancement,
and fostering a spirit of self-reliance.

Speakers underlined the central vision of Mission YUVA which is
toempower youth through entrepreneurship, innovation,and mean-
ingful community engagement. The mission seeks to promote job
creation, encourage self-employment, and build a future-ready
generation equipped to shape their own destinies.

The celebration concluded with a renewed call to action for all
stakeholders to work collaboratively toward realizing the aspirations
of the district’s youth. The celebration concluded with arenewed call
toaction forall stakeholders to work collaboratively toward realizing
the aspirations of the district’s youth.
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DC Ganderbal visits Baltal, reviews
preparations for SANJY-2025
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GANDERBAL, JUNE 28: In
view of the upcoming Shri Ama-
rnath Ji Yatra (SAN]JY)-2025,
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Ganderbal, Jatin Kishore today
visited the Baltal Base Camp to
take firsthand assessment of
the ongoing preparations and
chaired a meeting with con-
cerned officers to review the
arrangements being made to
ensure asmoothand hassle-free
Yatra.

During the meeting, DC was
briefed by officers fromvarious
departmentsregarding the sta-
tusofarrangements putinplace.

The administration has made
elaborate preparations includ-
ing camping facilities, medical
care, upgradation of tracks,

uninterrupted power and water
supply, sanitation,andimproved
mobile connectivity.

DC reviewed key infrastruc-
ture components such as
accommodation facilities, san-
itation, essential services, and
overall preparedness for the
arrival of pilgrims at the Baltal
Base Camp. Most departments
informed that they have already
finalized their preparations for
the Yatra.

While appreciating the
efforts of departments for time-
ly execution of the works, DC
emphasized the need for further
fine-tuning of arrangementsin
the remaining days to ensure
everyaspectisaddressed metic-
ulously.

Later, DC, accompanied by
SSP Ganderbal, inspected

arrangements at Domail and
the Pony Stand. He expressed
satisfaction over the arrange-
ments in place and directed
officials to maintain coordina-
tion for any last-minute require-
ments.

DC reiterated the commit-
mentofthedistrictadministra-
tion towards the smooth and
safe conduct of Shri Amarnath
JiYatraviatheBaltalaxis,assur-
ing continuous augmentation
of facilities for the convenience
of pilgrims. While appreciating
the efforts of departments for
timely execution of the works,
DC emphasized the need for
further fine-tuning of arrange-
ments in the remaining days to
ensureeveryaspectisaddressed
meticulously.

Police Arrest Bootlegger
In Sopore, Illicit Liquor
Recovered
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RAMBAN, JUNE 28: June 28: As part of its ongoing
efforts to curb theillegal liquor trade, Police arrested
a bootlegger in Sopore and recovered illicit liquor
from his possession.

Apolice party during naka checking at Takiya Panzal-
laintercepted a suspicious person. During search, five
bottles of illicit liquor and eight tins of beer were
recovered from his possession. He has been identified
as Babar Shamus Baba son of Shamas-ud-Din Baba
resident of Chinkipora Sopore. He has been arrested
and shifted to police station where he remains in
custody.

Accordingly, a case vide FIR No. 44/2025 under rel-
evant sections of law has been registered at Police
Station Panzallaand furtherinvestigationis underway
to identify the source and broader supply chain.
Police reiterate its zero-tolerance policy towards
illegal trade and narcotics. Let this serve as a clear
warning those involved in such activities will face
strict legal action. Policeremains committed to dis-
mantling unlawful networks and ensuring a safer,
addiction-free society.

Grievance redressal
camp held at Jagti

Dr. Karwani reviews Jagti migrant
camp development works
m HT NEWS DESK

JAMMU,JUNE28: Apublicgrievance redressal camp
was held under the chairmanship of Relief and Reha-
bilitation Commissioner (M), ]J&K Dr. Arvind Karwani
at Mini Township Jagti-Nagrota Jammu to review the
ongoing development works in the migrant camps
at Jammu and to take stock of the various day to day
issues being faced by the migrants.

Vijay Kumar Sharma, Deputy Commissioner (Relief),
Shiwani Bhan, CAO (Relief), Kailash Devi, Assistant
Commissioner (Relief), Sanjeev Kumar Assistant
Commissioner (Relief) and senior officers from vari-
ous line departments viz. Jal Shakti, Public Works,
Power Development Department, Jammu Municipal
Corporation, Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs,
Youth Services&Sports, Floriculture, Gardens & Parks,
Rural Development & Panchayati Raj, Jammu & Kash-
mir e-Governance Agency, Health, Education, Urban
Environmental Engineering and Revenue.

Tehsildar Nagrota, SDPO Nagrota, Tehsildars/ Camp
Commandants of Relief Organization and Incharges
Sub-District Hospital Jagti and Higher Secondary
School were present.

Dr. Karwani patiently listened to the grievances of
the public, which mainly included about repair/
renovation of flats, allotment of shops, allotment of
flats, water supply, sanitation, maintenance of parks
and power supply. He emphasised upon the officers
to ensure due adherence to the recent directions
issued by the General Administration Department,
wherein responsibilities of Transit Migrant Camps at
Jammu and Kashmir have been assigned to various
Government Departments. It has been provided in
the order that officers not below the rank of Executive
Engineer shallliaise /coordinate about the execution/
maintenance of works/projects pertaining to their
department with the Relief and Rehabilitation Com-
missioner (M), J&K.

Dr Karwani reviewed the ongoing development
works of various Government Departments. The Jal
Shakti Department was asked to expedite the con-
structionofborewellsin the Jagtiand Nagrota migrant
camps to augment the water supply. The officers of
the Jal Shakti Department apprised that on the basis
of complaints of camp inmatesrelated to the potabil-
ity of the drinking water, the quality testing of sam-
ples was done and reports in this regard are all sat-
isfactory.

The Executive Engineer PW(R&B) Department,
apprised about the progress of works going on in the
migrant camps viz. Migrant Camp Jagti, Migrant Camp
Nagrota, Migrant Camp Muthi - Buta Nagar and
Migrant Camp Purkhoo. He was directed to expedite
the completion of approved works of repair and
renovation works and make street lights functional.
It was further directed that the repair/renovation of
boundary wallsinall migrant camps and water proof-
ing works in the residential flats be completed on
priority. PWD(R&B) assured that the ongoing work
on multi facility community hall involving financial
implications of about Rs 6.5 crore will be completed
by the end of the year. It was apprised that a major
repair renovation project with financial implications
of about Rs 84 crore has been framed to address the
long pending demand of camp inmates for a major
repair and renovation of more than five thousand
flats, community halls, school buildings and other
infrastructure in migrant camps. Dr Karwani assured
the public that efforts are in progress to get approval
ofthe Government and requisite funds for the purpose.
The Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) further apprised
that Kandoli -Jagti connecting road is in the process
of work allotment, which will soon address the con-
cern of residents of Jagti and Nagrota regarding
dilapidated condition of road and consequent hindered
movement.

DrKarwani emphasised that work monitoring com-
mittees headed by the concerned camp commandant
and including the representatives from public work
under the close supervision of Deputy
Commissioner(Relief), to prioritize the repair/renova-
tion works and ensure satisfactory work completion
ofallworks. The site engineers were directed toensure
close supervision on ground to ensure the quality of
works being executed and time bound completion,
as per the stipulated deadline.
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PM Modi honoured with ‘Dharma Chakravarti’
on centenary of Jain guru Vidyanand

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 28

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was honoured today with
thetitle of'Dharma Chakravarti' on centenary celebrations
of Jain spiritual leader Vidyanand here.

Speaking on receiving the award, PM Modi said, "On this
occasion, you honoured me with the title of 'Dharma
Chakravarti'.1do not consider myself suitable for this. But
itis our culture that whatever we receive from saints, we
accept it as 'prasad’. So, I humbly accept this "prasad’ and
dedicate it to Maa Bharati'"

The event was also attended by Union culture and tourism
minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and Rashtrasant
Paramparacharya Pragyasagar Muniraj, alongside other
dignitaries, parliamentarians, and Jain acharyas, said a
statement from the Ministry here.

"This dayisalso special because onJune 28,1987, Acharya
Vidyanand Munirajreceived the title of'Acharya'. It wasn't
justanhonourbutitwasalsoa'pavitradhaara’ connecting
the Jain culture to ideas, restraint and compassion. When
we are celebrating his 100th birth anniversary today, it
reminds us of that historic moment", PM Modi said, said
the statement.

He also visited a specially curated exhibition titled “Life

and Legacy of Acharya Shri 108 Vidyanand Ji Maharaj”,
which showcased murals, paintings, and rare archival
material chronicling the saint's contributions. On the occa-
sion, a commemorative stamp and coin were released,
alongside a biographical volume detailing saint’s life
journey.The centenary celebrations which will be observed
until April 22, 2026 mark the beginning of a year-long
national tribute to the revered saintand scholar, organised
jointly by the Culture Ministry and the Bhagwan Mahaveer

Ahimsa Bharti Trust.The centenary year will be observed
through nationwide cultural, literary, educational, and
spiritual programmes.

Bornin 1925 in Shedbal, Belagavi (Karnataka), Vidyanand
became one of the most respected Jain monks of modern
India. He memorised over 8,000 Jain Agamic verses and
authored more than 50 influential works, including Jain
Darshan, Anekantvad, and Mokshmarg Darshan.

His historical contributions include designing the official
Jain Flag and Emblem during the 2500th Nirvana Mahot-
sav of Bhagwan Mahavir in 1975. The five-colour flag and
the Ahimsa hand symbol are now universally accepted
across Jain traditions, as per the statement.

He was also pivotal in identifying Basokund in Bihar as
Bhagwan Mahavir’s birthplace — a finding recognised by
the Indian government in 1956. Born in 1925 in Shedbal,
Belagavi (Karnataka), Vidyanand became one of the most
respected Jain monks of modern India. He memorised over
8,000 Jain Agamic verses and authored more than 50
influential works, including Jain Darshan, Anekantvad,
and Mokshmarg Darshan.His historical contributions
include designing the official Jain Flagand Emblem during
the 2500th Nirvana Mahotsav of Bhagwan Mahavir in
1975.

Radiation level in region
normal post US attacks on
[ranian N-sites: IAEA DG

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 28

Radiation levels in the Gulf region
remain normal following the 12-day
Israel-Iran conflict while the Islam-
ic Republic asserted that it would
carry out uranium enrichment
within its territory and would no
longer allow installation of surveil-
lance camerasatits nuclear facilities.
International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA) Director General Rafael
Mariano Grossi, quoting data

from the International Radiation
Monitoring System (IRMS), said this
48-nation network would have
detected an important radioactive
release from any damaged nuclear
power reactor.

“From a nuclear safety perspective,
Iran’s Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant
and the Tehran Research Reactor
represented our mainconcernasany
strike affecting those facilities -
including their off-site power lines
- could have caused a radiological
accident with potential consequenc-
esinlranaswellasbeyonditsborders
in the case of the Bushehr plant. It
did not happen, and the worst nucle-
ar safety scenario was thereby avoid-
ed,” he said.

Stressing that nuclear facilities
should never be attacked, he reiter-
ated that Israeli and U.S. strikes on
Iranian nuclear sites would have
caused localized radioactive releas-
esinside the impacted facilities and
localized toxic effects. But there has
been no report of increased off-site
radiation levels.

He emphasised the need for IAEA
inspectors to continue their verifica-
tion activities in Iran, as required
under its Comprehensive Safeguards

Agreement (CSA) with the Agency.
However, Iran said it would nolonger
allowtheIAEADG or theinstallation
of surveillance cameras at its nucle-
ar facilities.

Iran has already decided to pull out
of the IAEA, the organisation it had
joined in 1958.

Hamid Reza Haji Babaei, Vice Speak-
er of the Iranian Parliament, today
said Iran’s decision stems from the
discovery of sensitive facility data
within documents obtained from
the Israeli regime.

Speaking ataceremony he said “The
recent 12-day war is a continuation
of the 47-year-old hostilities led by
the United Statesagainst the Iranian
nation. The core of this enmity is not
about missiles or the nuclear pro-
gram—it’s about the people of Iran.”
Iran’s permanent representative to
the United Nations, Amir-Saeid Ira-
vani, said theIslamic Republicinsists
oncarryingout the uranium enrich-
ment within its territory.

In an interview with Al-Monitor,
Iravani said establishing a consor-
tium to carry out nuclear activities
may act as a complement, but it will
never replace Iran’s domestic pro-
gramme.

Words added to Preamble of
Constitution were 'nasoor’, 'sacrilege
to the spirit of Sanatana™:VP

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 28

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar
today described as “Nasoor” (fester-
ing wound) and a sacrilege to the
spiritof Sanatana the words secular-
ism and socialism added in the Pre-
amble of the Constitution during
emergency, asserting that the Pre-
amble should have been respected
rather than tweaked, altered, and
decimated.

“Whatatravesty of justice! First,we
change something which is not
changeable, alterable and then
change it during Emergency. Pre-
amble, the soul of the Constitution
should have been respected rather
than tweaked, altered, and deci-
mated,” he said at the Vice-Presi-
dent’s Enclave marking the presenta-
tion of the first copy of ‘Ambedkar’s
Messages’ compiled by D.S. Veeraiah,
author and former MLC Karnataka.
Heregretted thatavery serious work
which could notbe altered, had been
changed “casually, farcically and with

@ 00 ©

no sense of propriety.”

Describing the Preamble of any con-
stitution as its “soul,” he said Pre-
amble of the Indian Constitution is
unique.

Preamble is not changeable. Pre-
amble is not alterable. Preamble is
the basis on which the constitution
has grown. Preamble is the seed of
the Constitution. It is Soul of the
constitution but this Preamble for
Bharat was changed by 42nd Con-
stitutional Amendment act of 1976,
adding words Socialist, Secular and
integrity”.

“We must reflect why our temples
of democracy are sacrileged? Why
are our temples of democracy rav-
aged by disruption?”

Dr.Ambedkar did painstaking work.
He would have surely focused on it.
The founding fathers thought it befit-
tingly wise to give us that Preamble.
No country's Preamble has under-
gone change — except Bharat. But
devastatingly, this change was
effected for Bharat at a time when
people were virtually enslaved.

Kharge pays tribute to Narasimha Rao, hails
economic reforms, forelgn policy vision

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 28

Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge today paid homage to
former Prime Minister PV Nar-
asimha Rao on his birth anni-
versary, lauding his economic
liberalisation policies and for-
ward-looking foreign policy
initiatives.In a tribute on X,
Kharge acknowledged Rao's
transformative role in ushering
in wide-ranging economic lib-
eralisation policies thatlaid the
foundation foraneraofunprec-
edented national growth.These
reforms, he said, were instru-
mentalin upliftingand expand-
ing India’s middle class and
creating a more robust and
resilient economy.“We pay our
tributes to Former Prime Min-
ister, PV Narasimha Rao, on his
birth anniversary. His govern-
ment's far-reaching economic

liberalisation policies were
instrumental in catalysing an
era of unprecedented national
growth, These reforms were
pivotal in the upliftment and
expansion of the middle class,
thereby layingarobust founda-
tion for a more formidable and
resilient India,” Kharge said.
Highlighting Rao’s pivotal role

instrengtheningIndia’s nuclear
programme and launching
forward-looking foreign policy
initiatives, Kharge said, “His
tenure was also distinguished
by significantadvancementsin
India's nuclear programand the
initiation of several forward-
thinking foreign policy endeav-
ours, most notably.

India, Madagascar discuss boosting defence
ties with focus on maritime security

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 28

Minister of State for Defence
Sanjay Seth held a bilateral
meeting with Minister of
Armed Forces of Madagascar
LtGenSahivelo LalaMonjaDel-
phin and discussed ways to
strengthen defence coopera-
tion, particularly in the areas
of maritime securityand capac-
ity building.Seth led a high-
level Indian delegation on an
official visit to Antananarivo,
Madagascar, from June 25 to
27.During the visit, he repre-
sented India at the celebrations
marking the 65th anniversary
of Madagascar’s Independence
and the creation of the Mala-
gasy Armed Forces, a Defence
Ministry statement said.

He also called on Prime Min-
ister of Madagascar Christian

Ntsay and conveyed warm
greetings from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the 65th
anniversary of the Indepen-
dence of Madagascar.

Besides, the Minister also took
part in an Indian community
reception organised by the
Embassy in Antananarivo. He
briefed the members of the
Indian diaspora on India’s

recent developmentsand ongo-
ing economic transformation.
Indiaand Madagascar, as close
neighboursand fellow develop-
ingnationsintheIndianOcean
Region, share deep-rooted
bonds of friendship and strong
people-to-people ties. India
remains a steadfast and com-
mitted partnerin Madagascar’s
development journey.

PM interacts with Group
Captain Shubhanshu
Shukla, who is aboard ISS

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 28

I\

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today inter-
acted with Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla,
who is aboard the International Space Station
(ISS).

The PMO India said on X, “PM Narendra Modi
interacted with Group Captain Shubhanshu
Shukla, who is aboard the International Space
Station.”

Notably, the Axiom-4 Mission piloted by Indi-
anastronaut Group Captain Shubhanshu Shuk-
la, along with three other crew lifted off from
the Kennedy Space Centre Florida onboard the
Space Dragon Aircraft on June 25.

Aday later, the team successfully docked with
the International Space Station (ISS). During
their approximately two-week stay, the astro-
nautswillengage in scientificresearch, outreach
and commercial projects aboard the orbiting
lab.

Shah to chair
Manthan Baithak of
Cooperation
Ministers on June 30

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 28

The government will organise a 'Manthan

Baithak' on June 30 with an aim to review the
initiatives and schemes of the Ministry of
Cooperation and evaluate the progress made
so far.
The'Manthan Baithak’ will be chaired by Union
Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah and will see
the participation of Cooperation Ministers of
states and Union Territories.
The primary objective of the 'Manthan Baithak’
is to comprehensively review the initiatives
and schemes of the Ministry of Cooperation,
evaluate the progress made, facilitate the
exchange of experiences, best practices, and
constructive suggestions from States and UTs.
It also aims to foster a shared understanding
anddevelopacoordinated endeavor toadvance
the government's vision of ‘Sahkar Se Samrid-
dhi’ (Prosperity through Cooperation) through
a mutual convergence, an official statement
said.
It would discuss all major initiatives including
the establishment of two lakh new Multi-
purpose Primary Agricultural Credit Societies
(PACS), dairy and fisheries cooperative societ-
ies to strengthen last-mile rural service deliv-
ery.
Akey highlight will be the deliberation on the
World’s largest grain storage scheme in the
cooperative sector, aimed at enhancing food
security and farmers’ empowerment. States
will also present their progress under the “Coop-
eration Among Cooperatives” campaign and
the ongoing “International Year of Cooperatives
2025”, along with expectations for wider
engagement.

Turkiye-Iran air travel partially resumes
after 15-day hiatus: Minister

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Istanbul, June 28

Air travel between Turkiye and Iran partially
resumed yesterday after being suspended for 15
days due totheIran-Israel conflict, Turkish Trans-
port and Infrastructure Minister Abdulkadir
Uraloglu said.

Uraloglu noted that flights from the Iranian
eastern city of Mashhad to Istanbul, operated by
[ranian carriers, is resuming on June 27.

"This marks a partial reopening of air travel
between Turkiye and Iran after a 15-day hiatus,”
he said on social media platform X.

Uraloglu added that the airspace in the cities of
Tehran and Tabriz, located in western Iran, will
remain closed, and the restriction will continue
until July 2.

The minister noted that talks are ongoing with
Iranianauthorities to allow Turkish planes strand-
edinlIran to return with special permits. "Efforts
are continuing to fully normalize flights with Iran

and bring the grounded planes back to Turkiye as
soon as possible," he said.

Uraloglu had previously stated that seven Turkish
airline planes were stranded in Iran due to the
airspace closure.Iran's official news agency IRNA
reported thatIran has postponed the full reopen-
ing of its airspace until today afternoon.
Irancloseditsairspace onJune 13 aslsrael launched
airstrikes on Tehran and other areas. Following a
12-day areial conflict, a ceasefire between the
two sides was achieved on June 24. Uraloglu
noted that flights from the Iranian eastern city of
Mashhad toIstanbul, operated by Iranian carriers,
is resuming on June 27."This marks a partial
reopening of air travel between Turkiye and Iran
after a 15-day hiatus," he said on social media
platform X.
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Heatwave persists in Italy as major
cities issue top health alerts

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 28

Italy's firstheatwave of the summer
is set to intensify this weekend,
with temperatures expected to
reach40degrees Celsiusin several
regions,accordingtoltalianauthor-
ities.The Health Ministry hasissued
red alerts for 12 major cities, includ-
ingRome, Milanand Turin, for today
and the following weekend. The
number of cities under red alert is
expected torise to 17 by today,and
to 21 by tomorrow.

The heatwave comes as average
temperaturesin Italy have risen to
16.9 degrees Celsius, compared to
14.6 degrees Celsius just 50 years
ago, according to a report from Il
Meteo, Italy's weather monitoring
site.

Lorenzo Tedici, a meteorologist
withIlMeteo, attributes therise to
higher seatemperatures, akey fac-
tor for the peninsula.

"Until recent years, the sea acted
asanaturaltemperatureregulator,”
Tedici explained. "Now, it has
become an amplifier of the heat."

DHS]J reviews seasonal
disease preparedness across
Jammu Division

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 28

coordinate closely with the Jal
Shaktl Department to ensure the

JAMMU, JUNE 28: A video confer-
ence was held today by the Direc-
torate of Health Services Jammu to
assess the preparedness for water-
borne diseases and snake bite man-
agement across Jammu Division.
The meeting was chaired by Direc-
tor Health Services Jammu Dr.
AbdulHamid Zargar and attended
by ChiefMedical Officers and Med-
ical Superintendents from across
the division.
The meeting was initiated by State
Surveillance Officer, IDSP Jammu
Division, Dr. Harjeet Rai who
stressed upon the timely reporting
of cases on the IHIP IDSP portal,
strengthening of surveillance
activitiesand enhancement of diag-
nostic capacity at District Public
Health Laboratories (DPHLSs). Sea-
sonal disease trends, recent out-
breaksandlaid outaction plans for
rapid detection, reporting and
response were discussed.
Recent cases of Acute Diarrheal
Disease, Typhoid, Hepatitis A & E,
and other water-borne infections
in Rajouri, Udhampur and urban
Jammu were reviewed in detail.
Health officers were directed to

supply of clean drinking water,
especially in outbreak-prone and
high-risk areas.

Inview of the upcoming Shri Ama-
rnathji Yatra, special instructions
were issued for rigorous disease
surveillance along the pilgrimage
route. Regular water quality testing
at Langars and medical camps has
been made mandatory and any
suspected cases must be reported
without delay.

The rising number of snake bite
incidents across the division was
alsodiscussed. District teams have
been asked to intensify public
awareness campaigns through
ASHAs, ANMs and PRI members,
encouraging early referral to health
facilities and discouraging reliance
onunqualified practitioners. Avail-
ability of anti-snake venom and
trained staff has been reinforced
asapriority atall government hos-
pitals.

The Directorate reaffirmed its com-
mitment to ensuring public safety
through proactive health monitor-
ing, coordinated field actions and
enhanced readiness of the health
systemacross the Jammu Division.

United Against Drugs: DLSA Srinagar organizes
comprehenswe awareness programme

| HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 28: In continuation
of its efforts to combat drug abuse
and illicit trafficking, District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA), Srinagar,
organized aseries ofawarenessinitia-
tives to mark the extended com-
memoration of International Day
against Drug Abuse and Illicit Traf-
ficking, observed globally on 26th
June.

As part of the initiative, the Author-
ity conducted various outreach activ-
ities, raising awareness among the
public about the devastating effects
of drug addiction, legal implications
of trafficking, and the importance of
community-based prevention strate-
gies.

In this connection, DLSA Srinagar, in
collaboration with the Child Welfare
Committee, Srinagar, and PRAYAS
Juvenile Aid centre Society (NGO),
organized acomprehensive awareness
programme on Saturday at HMTRoad,
Shalteng (PRAYAS).

The programme was conducted under
the chairmanship of Tasleem Arief,
Principal District and Sessions Judge,
Srinagar, and closely monitored by
Sajad Ur Rehman, Sub-Judge/Secre-
tary, DLSA Srinagar.

KhairUlNisa, Chairperson, Child Wel-
fare Committee, Srinagar, delivered
an insightful address to the partici-

pants, particularly focusing on the
vulnerability of children and adoles-
cents in the face of increasing sub-
stance abuse. She emphasized that
children exposed to drug environ-
ments are not only at a higher risk of
addiction but also of neglect, abuse,
and conflict with the law.

Highlighting the crucial role of early
identification and intervention, she
called for coordinated efforts between
legal authorities, educational institu-
tions, families, and civil society to

safeguard the future of children. She
also underlined the statutory duties
of the Child Welfare Committee in
providing care, protection,and reha-
bilitation to children in need and at
risk due to drug-related issues.

Advocate Suhaila, Panel Lawyer with
DLSA Srinagar, served as the key
resource person for the programme.
She provided a comprehensive over-
view of the legal framework surround-
ingdrugabuse and trafficking,includ-
ing the provisions of the NDPS Act,

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection
of Children) Act, and the role of Legal
Services Authoritiesinensuringaccess
to justice for affected individuals.
Sheelaborated onthelegal rights and
entitlements of children in need of
care and protection,aswellas children
in conflict with the law, particularly
those affected by drug-related cir-
cumstances. Advocate Suhaila also
emphasized theimportance of spread-
ing legal literacy at the grassroots
level and encouraged the participants
tobecome ambassadors of awareness
within their communities.

The event concluded with ananti-drug
pledge, where all participants, includ-
ing children, volunteers, and stake-
holders, solemnly committed them-
selves to fight against drug abuse,
spread awareness, and support indi-
viduals in need. The pledge symbol-
ized collective determination and
solidarity inbuilding a drug-free, safe,
and healthy society.

The event witnessed enthusiastic
participation from officials, Legal Aid
Defense Counsels, officers/officials
from Child Welfare Committee, Offi-
cials of PRAYAS Juvenile Aid centre
Society (NGO), and Para Legal Volun-
teers of DLSA Srinagar, all of whom
pledged to work together to curb the
rising tide of drug abuse and protect
the rights and well-being of children
and youth.

Blood Donation Camp in Langate Amid Heatwave
Draws Overwhelmlng Response

| DR.AB QAYOOM

Langate,Jun,28:Amid the persistent
heatwave gripping the region, a
remarkable display of humanitarian
spiritwas witnessed in Langate today
as a blood donation camp was orga-
nized toaddressthe growing shortage
of blood supplies. The initiative was
a collaborative effort between the
Indian Red Cross Society Kupwara,
the Indian Army (30 RR), and the
medical staff of District Hospital Hand-
wara.Recognizing the critical need
for blood, especially during these
challenging summer months, the
Indian Army took the lead in facilitat-
ing the event. The camp saw enthu-
siastic participation from army per-
sonnel, healthcare workers,and local
residents, with around 40 voluntary
donors stepping forward to contribute
to the noble cause. Their collective
effort reaffirmed the community's
unwavering commitment to saving

lives and supporting those in medical
distress.Speaking on the occasion, Dr.
Ajaz Ahmad, Medical Superintendent
of District Hospital Handwara, empha-
sized the lifesaving value of such ini-

THE GIFT OF KINDNESS
30 RR , LANGATE

tiatives. “To donate blood is to save a
humanlife,” he remarked, underlining
theimportance of regularblood dona-
tion drives in sustaining emergency
healthcare services.Thiscamp marked

the second blood donation drive of
the year organized by the Indian Red
Cross Society Kupwarain collaboration
with theIndian Army(30RR)Langate,
reflecting the ongoing efforts to pro-
mote voluntary blood donation and
foster a culture of community welfare
intheregion.The success of the camp
not only helped replenish vital blood
reserves but also set an inspiring
example for othersto follow. Organiz-
ers and participants alike expressed
satisfaction at being part of an effort
that directly contributes to saving
lives, especially during times when
medical resources are strained.Such
initiatives serve as a reminder of the
power of unity, compassion, and self-
lessness in addressing societal chal-
lenges. The Langate blood donation
camp once again proved that small,
collective acts of kindness have the
potential to make a profound differ-
enceinthelives of many —atestament
to the enduring spirit of humanity in
Kashmir.

Police Arrest Drug
Peddler In Sopore,
Contraband

ered from his possession. He has been
SubStance Recovered identified as Irfan Ahmad Sheikh son of
m HT NEWS DESK Abdul Majeed Sheikh resident of Panzi-

Srinagar June 28: Continuing its efforts to
eradicate the menace of drugs from the
society, Police arrested a drug peddler in

Sopore and recovered contraband sub-

stance from his possession.

A police party of Police Station Bomai
during naka checking at Bun Astan Tujjer
intercepted a suspicious person. During
checking, Charaslike substance wasrecov-

pora Tarzoo. He has been arrested and
shifted to police station where he remains

in custody.

Accordingly, a case vide FIR No. 34/2025

under relevant sections of law has been
registered at Police Station Bomai and
furtherinvestigationis underway totrace
the source and wider network involved.
J&K Police reiterate its firm commitment
to combating drug trafficking and urges
the public to remain vigilant and report
any suspicious activity. Together, we can
ensure a drug-free and safer society.
Accordingly, a case vide FIR No. 34/2025
under relevant sections of law has been
registered at Police Station Bomai and
further investigation is underway.

Medicines Worth Lakhs Found Dumped in Forest Canal in

Ganderbal, Drug Control Dept Launches Probe

[ | HT NEWS DESK

Ganderbal, June 28, KNT: In a
disturbing incident, a large
quantity of medicines worth
several lakhs was found
dumpedinaforestcanalinthe
Gundrehman area of central
Kashmir’s Ganderbal district
on Saturday, triggering alarm
among locals and authorities.
Locals who discovered the
abandoned medicinesscattered
across the canal immediately
alerted officials. Teams from
the Drug Control Department
Ganderbal, arrived atthe scene
and launched aninvestigation.
Confirming the recovery, a
departmental official stated,
“We have taken samples from
the spot,and efforts are under-
way totrace the source of these

@ 00 ©

medicines. Strictaction w1llbe
taken against the culprits.”

Theincident hasraised serious
concerns over the improper
disposal of pharmaceuticals,
withexperts warning of poten-
tial environmental and public
health consequences. The
medicines, if expired or chem-
icallyactive, could contaminate
local water sources and harm

both w1ld11fe and human pop-
ulations.

“Thisis notonly criminal wast-
age of essential drugs but also
a grave threat to our environ-
ment,” said a local resident,
urging authorities to identify
and punish those responsible.
Officials have assured the pub-
lic of a comprehensive investi-
gation, while local voices con-

tinue to demand
accountability and stricter
enforcement of disposal proto-
cols. Inadisturbing incident, a
large quantity of medicines
worth several lakhs was found
dumpedinaforestcanalinthe
Gundrehman area of central
Kashmir’s Ganderbal district
on Saturday, triggering alarm
among locals and authorities.
Locals who discovered the
abandoned medicinesscattered
across the canal immediately
alerted officials. Teams from
the Drug Control Department
Ganderbal, arrived at the scene
andlaunched aninvestigation.
Confirming the recovery, a
departmental official stated,
“We have taken samples from
the spot,and efforts are under-
way totrace the source ofthese
medicines.
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)

m United News of India

W Greg Chappell believes Rishabh Pantis redefin-
ing the way cricketis played, with abatting approach
that breaks away from conventional norms. "...and
he'samatch-winner," Chappellgushed, adding, "very
nearly made the difference in that game (at Heading-
ley)," the former India coach said.

Indiamay have lost the Headingley Test, but Pant's
brilliance shone through as he scored centuries in
both innings - a rare feat that underlined his game-
changing ability.

"The beauty of it (Pant's batting) is that he gets his
runs at a very fast rate, which gives you time to win
cricket matches. His was aphenomenal performance
- some of the shots that he played probably weren't
in the MCC coaching manual when I last looked at it.
He is reinventing the game as a batsman,” Chappell
said, lavishing praise on the Indian wicketkeeper.

Pant made history by becoming only the second
wicketkeeper-batter after Andy Flower to score a
century in each innings of a Test match.

"You know, modern technology - the bats are very
different. Obviously, you can play shots that weren't
possible with the old bats. But man, he's exciting to
watch. You never quite know what to expect from
the first ball at any stage. He's likely to jump down
the wicket to the fast bowlers, or he'll play the falling
ramp shot. You never quite know what to expect, so
it keeps the opposition on their toes," Chappell said
at a promotional event in Mumbai on Wednesday
(June 25).

Widely regarded as one of the finest Australian
batters after Don Bradman, Chappell drew a parallel
between Pant and Adam Gilchrist - another iconic
wicketkeeper.

"What an exciting cricketer, what a player to have
onyour team,” he said. "When I first saw him, he was a
different sort of player, of course, but he reminded me
very much of Adam Gilchrist. You know the difference
that it can make to a team to have a wicketkeeper that
can bat at that level and score runs quickly."

Chappell also felt Shubman Gill had a good Test as
a skipper and will only get better. "It was a terrific
Test match. Sadly, Indiadidn't finish up on the correct
side, but there were a lot of good things that they did.
Shubman Gill had a great start to his career as a Test
match captain. As a player, maybe the result didn't
go theright way, but conditions were probably better
for him on the last day than they were at any other
stage in the Test match.

Good prep for the girls with T20 World Cup
one year away: Smriti Mandhana

m United News of India

NEW DELHI: With one year to go
for the Women's T20 World Cup in
England,Indiaaresettobeginprepara-
tions for the tournament with a five-
match T20I series in England starting
on June 28 (Saturday). India's vice-
captain Smriti Mandhana looked for-
ward to the event and felt there would
be a chance for the Indian team to get
afeel of the conditions.

"I think because we have a T20
World Cup nextyear around the same
time,around the summer of UK, which
is again similar conditions, so I'm sure
this five T20s will be a good prep for a
lot of the girls and for us to also see to
the conditions and how they all suit
their game too.Ithink also five T20s is
a good amount of cricket in the same
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conditions just one year before the
World Cup," she said. Mandhana also
mentioned thatregularIndiancaptain
Harmanpreet Kaur was unwell on the
day ofthe pre-match press conference
but partially denied that Harmanpre-
et wouldn't take part in the match. "I
don't think she's not playing, she's just
unwell fortoday, soI'mjustherefilling
up for today," she said. The visitors are
coming offnearly amonth of prepara-
tion for the England white-ball series
which also consists three ODIs after
the T20Is. With a number of players
including the likes of Kranti Gaud and
Sree CharanitouringEnglandforthefirst
time, India arrived on English shores a
week inadvance to finetune their prep-
arations heading into the series. Mand-
hana felt the preparation was good and
ideal leading up to the series.

Jayasuriya five-fer helps SL clinch series

m United News of India

DHAKA: Sri Lanka completed a
dominant victory over Bangladesh
in the second Test at the Sinhalese
Sports Club, winning by an innings
and 78 runs towrap up the two-match
series 1-0. The hosts needed just 33
balls on the fourth morning to take
the final four Bangladesh wicketsand
put the finishing touches on a con-
vincing win.

Having conceded adaunting 211-
run lead, Bangladesh folded for 133
intheir second innings, with Prabath
Jayasuriyaleading the way once again.
The left-arm spinner picked up 5 for
56 to register his sixth five-wicket
haulinTest cricket. Heremoved three
batters on the final morning, includ-
ing the stubborn Litton Das who fell
to an outside edge.

Tharindu Ratnayake claimed the

final wicket by trapping Ebadot
Hossain Ibw. The debutant Sonal
Dinusha also impressed earlier in
the match with avital contribution
on debut, while Asitha Fernando's
incisive first-innings burst had
helped set the tone.

The foundation of Sri Lanka's win

was however laid by their batters.
After bowling Bangladesh out for
247 onDay 1,the home side respond-
ed strongly. Pathum Nissanka led
the way with a sparkling 158 while
Dinesh Chandimal (93) and Kusal
Mendis (84) ensured the lead
swelled beyond 200.
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Dental Surgeon, MIDA
Ex Resident Govt. Dental College Srinagar
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COSMETIC SERVICES

» Medifacial « Hydrafacial

= Face PRP = Vampire facial

* Microneedling = Mesotherapy
» Advanced Chemical peels

» Hair PRP & GFC + Botox

» Skin Rejuvination

DENTAL SERVICES

» Root canal treatment

» Painless tooth extraction

» Crowns and Bridges

» Fixed orthodontic treatment
» Removable Partial denture

+ Complete Dentures

» Esthetic Restorations = Acne & Scar treatment

» Teeth Whitening » Mole & skin tag Removal

» Scaling/Teeth Cleaning & Polishing = Micro dermaabration

» Smile designing » Lip fillers « Laser hair Reduction
» Dental Implants » Carbon Laser facial

» Black doll facial « Party peels

» Photo facial « Tattoo Removal

« Melasma treatment

FREE
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» Oral Health Counselling
+ Digital X-ray

» Disimpections

» Pediatric Dentistry
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9419008414
01942496287
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Opposite SDH Kreeri, ; Gund Hassi Bhat, Radio Colony, Lawaypora, Srinagar

ADDRESS: Ist floor Generic Medical Store Building
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