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Glaciers worldwide lose 32.5 MWE thickness in 74 years
From +5.392 MWE in 1950, value reduced to -27.123 MWE in 2024, reveals WMO report

m HT News Desk / KNO

SRINAGAR, JUN 27: A report com-
piled by World Meteorological Organi-
zation (WMO) has revealed that the
glaciers globally have lost a significant
amount of ice in the past over seven
decades.

The WMO report accessed by the
newsagency—KashmirNewsObserver
(KNO) states the glaciers monitored by

GLOBAL WARMING IMPACT

World Glacier Monitoring Service
(WGMS)arelosing sheenatarapid pace.

The figures reveal that the value
has reduced to +5.392 in 1950 to
-27.123in2024.“The shift from+5.392
to -27.123 Meters Water Equivalent
(MWE) indicates that the glaciers

worldwide have lostabout32.5 MWE
thickness on average during the last
74 years,” the report states.
Asperthe WGMS, the period 2022
to 2024 represents the most negative
three-year glaciers mass balance on
record. “Since 2022, the value of gla-

ciers has shifted from -24.794 to
-27.123 in 2024,” the report reveals.

This net loss of glacier mass is a
clear sign that glaciers are melting
significantly globally.

The loss of glaciers, according to
the experts, is the outcome of climate
change, particularly global warming,
whichincreases melting and reduces

snowfall accumulation.
TURN ON.....PAGE 02
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SRINAGAR, JUNE 27: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Shri Manoj Sinha interacted with
National Cadet Corps (NCC)Cadetsatthe
Special National Integration Camp, today
atChinar Auditorium, BadamiBagh Cantt,
Srinagar.

In his address, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor commended the NCC Directorate,
J&Kand Ladakh, Headquarters 15 Corps
and Headquarters 31 Sub Area for organ-
ising Special National Integration Camp
to provide an opportunity to expose
youth from various parts of the country

Youth Are Our Hope For
A Brighter Future: LG Sinha

LG Interacts with NCC Cadets at Special National Integration Camp at Srinagar

to the rich culture and traditions of J&K
and present inspiring example of unity

National Cadet Corps shapes young minds and proudly serves society and the nation.
NCC cadets have displayed courage and novel approach to challenges to societal
progress. Priceless values like discipline, team work, leadership and dedication have
helped the NCC cadets to build a better future,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JUNE 27: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullahtoday said thatitis the collective duty
of the government and tourism stakeholders
torestore Jammuand Kashmir’s positionasthe
country’s pre-eminent tourist destination and
ensure it remains so.

The Chief Minister was addressing the
‘lammu and Kashmir Tourism Revival Dialogue’
organized jointly by FICCIand the Department
of Tourism, J&K at the Sher-e-Kashmir Inter-
national Convention Centre (SKICC)in Srinagar.

“It is binding on us that we do everything
in our power to ensure that Jammu and Kash-
mirgoesbacktoits position asthe pre-eminent
tourist destination in the country and then
stays there,” the Chief Minister said in his
address, highlighting that the government is
working on new initiatives focused primarily
on improving the overall tourist experience.

Reflecting onthe recent challenges, the Chief
Minister recounted the sharp contrastbetween
the optimism of April 21 and the downturn of
April 22, referring to a sudden drop in tourist

in diversity.
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

CM Omar Seeks United Push
to Revive J&K Tourism

Addresses FICCI's J&K Tourism Revival Dialogue at SKICC

footfall following the unfortunate incident.
“From flying over Dal Lake and seeing hundreds
of shikaras to seeing none just days later—it
wasabrutal reminder that the past canintrude
into our present and, God forbid, our future,”
he said. He acknowledged the volatility that

tourisminJ&Khaswitnessed over the decades
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

India Rejects
Court Ruling on J&K
Hydro Projects

m  HT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JUN 27: Rejecting the ruling by a
Court of Arbitration thatissued a “supplemental
award" regarding the Kishenganga and Ratle
hydroelectric projects in Jammu and Kashmir,
India on Friday said that the tribunal has nolegal
authority to intervene.

Both the hydel projects, according to the
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

CS Assesses Progress On nghway PrOJects Across JK

m  HT News Desk

. CS calls gap analysis
SRINAGAR, JUNE 24: Chief
Secretary, Atal Dulloo, today ' 1'0 ensure SmOth
chaired acomprehensive review
meeting regarding progress on rO"OUt Of VVP

various National Highway proj-
ects being executed across J&K.

Those who attended the meet-
ingincluded Principal Secretary,
APD; Commissioner Secretary,
Forests; Secretary, PWD; CE,R&B

(Central Kashmir); CE, R&B
TURN ON.....PAGE 02
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SRINAGAR,JUNE 27: Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo, today reviewed implemen-

tation of the Vibrant Villages Programme
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Travel in convoys, follow cut off timings: IGP Birdi to pilgrims
Says security arrangements strengthened along Baltal, Pahalgam tracks

m HT News Desk

GANDERBAL, JUN 27:Urging Amarnath
Yatris to travel in convoys for their safety
and convenience, Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Kashmir, V K Birdi on Friday
said that all the arrangements have been
putinplace for the safe and smooth conduct
of the annual pilgrimage slated to com-
mence on July 3.

Talking toreporters here, IGPBirdi, said,

Amarnath Yatra 2025 TR 95°/° Cyber Frquds In J&K

Are Financial Scams: SSP
m  HT News Desk

“Police have strengthened security
arrangements along Baltal and Pahalgam
tracks to ensure smooth movement of
pilgrims.”

Hesaid, “Proper security arrangements
have been made at both tracks, as they
are both essential. The Baltal Axis has
detailed measures in place to make the
journey safe and smooth for devotees,”
he said.

SRINAGAR, JUN 27: Amid a concerning rise in
digital frauds across Jammu and Kashmir, Senior
Superintendent of Police (Cyber) Mohd Yaseen Kichloo,
who also heads the Cybercrime Investigation Centre
for Excellence (CICE), warned on Friday that 95 percent
ofreported cybercrime cases involve financial scams,
while 12 percent are related to child exploitation and
sextortion. He cautioned that cybercriminals are
employing increasingly sophisticated methods to
target the public.

TURN ON.....PAGE 02 TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Landmark Relief for
Crash Victims Under
J&K Fund Rules

m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, JUNE 27:Inahistoricand
unprecedented step towards provid-
ing timely relief to road accident vic-
tims, the proactive approach of the
Deputy Commissioner Jammu, in
coordination with theinitiative of the
Regional Transport Officer, Jammu
and with the cooperation of the Senior
Superintendent of Police (Traffic)
Jammu and Chief Medical Officer
Jammu, hasresulted inamajor break-
through under the J&kKRoad Accident
Victim Fund Rules, 2022.

Overthelast three months, a total
amount of 350,50,000 has been suc-
cessfully credited directly into the
bank accounts of the legal heirs of
deceased andinjured personsinroad
accidents across the Jammu district.

In all 47 death cases have been
settled, withanamountof 31,00,000
credited toeachlegal heir,amounting
t0347,00,000.10injured persons have
received compensationbased onthe
severity of injuries i.e 375,000 for

severeinjuries, 50,000 for moderate
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Day 02: Op
BIHALI continues in
Udhampur
m  HT News Desk

JAMMU, JUN 27: The anti-terror opera-
tion BIHALI, which resulted in the killing
of a Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) terrorist in the forested region of
Basantgarh, Udhampurdistrict, hasentered
its second day. Security forces have inten-
sified their search and cordon efforts to
apprehend or eliminate remaining terror-
ists believed to be hiding in the area.

Launched after specific intelligence

inputs, the operation targeted a group of
TURN ON.....PAGE 02
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DENTAL & FACIAL AESTHETICS
o

DENTAL / IMPLANT / SKIN / LASER / HAIR
ROOT CANAL TREATMENT, PAINLESS TOOTH EXTRACTION, CROWNS AND BRIDGES, FIXED ORTHODONTIC TREATMENT

SERVICES
REMOVABLE PARTIAL DENTURE, COMPLETE DENTURES, ESTHETIC RESTORATIONS, TEETH WHITENING
SCALING / TEETH CLEANING & POLISHING, SMILE DESIGNING, DENTAL IMPLANTS, ORAL HEALTH COUNSELLING
DIGITAL X-RAY, DISIMPACTIONS, PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

A

Dental Surgeon, MIDA
Ex Resident Govl. Dental College Srinagar

Fellowship in Medical Cosmotology
REG. NO.: A-3008

Dr. Syed Furgana Bukhari
For Appointment Call:

6005580743

SERVICES:
MEDIFACIAL
HYDRAFACIAL
FACE PRP
VAMPIRE FACIAL
ADVANCED CHEMICAL PEELS
MICROMEEDLING, HAIR PRP & GFC
MESOTHERAPY, SKIN REJUVINATION
ACNE & SCAR TREATMENT
MICRO DERMAABRATION, MOLE AND
SKIN TAG REMOVAL, LIP FILLERS
LASER HAIR REDUCTION
CARBON LASER FACIAL
BLACK DOLL FACIAL
PHOTO FACIAL, PARTY PEELS
MELASMA TREATMENT
TATTOO REMOVAL

00 ¢

CMK



CM K
S AHEADLINES

Srinagar, Saturday

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

28-June-2025

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

HT -

@ @headlinestodaydaily

NEWS

“ @headlinestoday

B @headlinestodaynews

2

CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

Glaciers worldwide.....

The majorimpactduetothe melting ofglaciers
will be water scarcity in the near future.

Pertinently, KNO has already reported that
the meltingof glaciers has gained pacein Jammu
& Kashmir with the experts asserting that the
region has lost nearly “30 percent of glaciers in
the past 60 years and warned that 70 percent of
themwillrecede by the end of this century if the
prevailing pace continues.”

Earlier thisyear, Prof. Shakil Ahmad Romshoo,
Vice-Chancellor of IUST and Head of the Nation-
al Cryosphere Lab, University of Kashmir in an
event organized by the Islamic University of
Science and Technology (IUST), in collaboration
with the Centre of Excellence (CoE) for Glacial
Studies, University of Kashmir, titled & “Hima-
layan Cryosphere: Major Research Gaps and
Shaping the Roadmap Ahead”, highlighted the
alarming loss of approximately 30% of glacial
massover the pastsix decades and the significant
decline in streamflow since the 1990s.

Prof.Romshoostated, “The melting of glaciers
under a changing climate is not only a scientific
challenge but also a pressing policy issue that
affects wateravailability,energy generation,and
food production in South Asia. It is imperative
thatresearchers, governments,and stakeholders
work together to address these challenges.”

However, the experts stated that becoming
carbonneutralwas the only solution to preserve
glaciers. “There are 18000 glaciers in Jammu,
Kashmirand Ladakh, but allofthem are melting.
The glaciers are melting in the entire Himalaya
including J&K. In the past couple of years, the
melting of glaciers has increased,” the experts
said.

The melting of snowfall has increased as the
temperature remains usually high, especially in
the months of February, March.

Notably, the World Meteorological Organiza-
tion(WMO)confirmed that 2024 was the warm-
est year on record, based on six international
datasets. The past ten years have all been in the
Top Ten, in an extraordinary streak of record-
breaking temperatures.

Theexperts have stated thatwith theincreas-
ing temperatures, the glaciershave been melting
at a rapid pace and similarly, J&K too is losing
18-20 meters of a glacier every year.

“Untiland unless we become carbon neutral,
nobody can stop the melting of glaciers. The
carbon emission is increasing, global emission
is also high and in future it will be increased as
per the study, but becoming carbon neutral only
could help in stopping the melting of glaciers,”
the experts said.

Youth Are.....

“National Cadet Corps shapes young minds
and proudly serves society and the nation. NCC
cadets havedisplayed courage and novel approach
tochallengestosocietal progress. Priceless values
like discipline, team work, leadership and dedi-
cation have helped the NCC cadets to build a
better future,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor highlighted the
invaluable contribution of National Cadet Corps,
one of the largest and most dynamic youth
organizations in the country, to strengthening
national unity. He said, the NCC has preserved
and promoted nation's cultural values and tradi-
tions.

“I see the talented young men and women of
the NCC as the custodians of India's ancient
civilization. Also, the NCC cadets fromacrossthe
country, participating in this Special National
Integration Camp, will become brand ambas-
sadors of Jammu and Kashmir,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor called upon the
youth to inculcate the spirit of ‘Nation First’ and
motivate people todischarge their duties towards
the nation.

“Youth are our hope for a brighter future.
Youthare the mostvaluable assets forany region
and government. Youth are the true catalysts of
change in society. Youth must imbibe the pro-
found values of the NCC - discipline, unity, lead-
ership, and selfless service and work collec-
tively to realise the vision of Viksit Bharat,” the
Lieutenant Governor said.

He said the message should also be conveyed
through the Special National Integration Camp
thatthe participationoftheyouthinthe planning
and development process at the grassroots level
should be ensured so that socio-economic devel-
opment can be fully realized.

The NCC should be seen as a bridge between
the administration and youth aspirations. By
leveraging the NCC’s network and connect, we
can ensure the active participation of youth in
various nation-building activities.

This special camp is also an opportunity to
reflect on the progress made in achieving the
goal of youth-led development and to prepare a
roadmap forthe future, the Lieutenant Governor
further said.

The Lieutenant Governor lauded NCC Cadets’
remarkable efforts during Operation Sindoor.
“Our NCC cadets rose to the occasion during
difficult times. Beyond their selfless service in
relief camps across border districts, they also
proactively organized blood donation drives.
Through these commendable deeds, they have
unequivocally elevated the prestige of NCC,” he
said.

On the occasion, NCC cadets delivered capti-
vating performances that vividly showcased
India'srichand diverse cultures. As many as 340
cadetsand NCC officers fromall over the country
are participating in the camp.

GOC 15 Corps, Lieutenant General Prashant
Srivastava; Additional Chief Secretary Higher
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Education Department, Shri Shantmanu; Addi-
tional Director General, NCC Directorate J&Kand
Ladakh, Maj Gen Anupinder Bevli; Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir ShriVijay Bidhuri; Com-
missioner Secretary, Youth Services & Sports,
ShriSarmad Hafeez; Officers of NCCDirectorates,
NCCcadetsfromacross the country were present.

Padma ShriFarooq Ahmed Mir; Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar, ShriAkshayLabrooand senior
officers of Civil Administration, Police and Secu-
rity Forces were also present.

CMOmar.....

and emphasized theimportance of resilience.
“Unlike most other places where tourism plan-
ning can be done for years ahead, here we plan
weektoweek. But still—we plan,and we persist,”
he said.

He expressed gratitude to FICCl and the larg-
er tourism fraternity for standing by Jammu &
Kashmir in both good and challenging times.

The event was attended by Advisor to CM
Nasir Aslam Wani, MLAs Farooq Ahmad Shah,
Salman Sagar, Altaf Ahmad Kaloo, Tanvir Sadiq,
Additional ChiefSecretary to CM Dheeraj Gupta,
Commissioner Secretary Tourism Yasha Mudgal,
FICCI past president Jyotsna Suri, Head of FICCI
J&K Chapter Mushtaq Burza, and a host of film
producers, MICE organizers, wedding planners,
golfers, and stakeholders from the tourism and
hospitality sector.

ChiefMinister Omar Abdullahoutlined efforts
to broaden the tourism footprint in the region.
“We are working on a project called SPREAD,
aimed atdeveloping nine new touristdestinations
in both Kashmir and Jammu, with expected
support from multilateral funding agencies,” he
said.

The Chief Ministeralsoemphasized the diver-
sity of tourism opportunities in Jammu and
Kashmir. “We can’t confine ourselves to three or
four destinations. Jammu offers pilgrimage and
border tourism. Kashmir offers scenic, cultural
and adventure tourism. Together, we can build
amore holistic tourism ecosystem.”

Discussing connectivity, the CM noted the
transformativeimpactofrailwayinfrastructure:
“Traveling by train through tunnels and world’s
highest rail bridge into the valley is a breathtak-
ing experience. We may not yet have a direct
Delhi-Srinagar line, but that day isn’t far.”

He also underscored the government’s com-
mitment to infrastructure development and
niche tourismsectors. “Weare close to complet-
ing a world-class conference facility in Gulmarg
tosupplementvenueslike SKICC. Areaslike MICE
tourism, golf, film and destination weddings are
vital components of our future strategy.”

The Chief Minister urged the tourism frater-
nity tobeactive partners.“We value your support,
suggestions, and most importantly—your criti-
cism when needed. Together, we can build a
resilientand vibrant tourismsector that notonly
brings visitors but makes them want to return.”

On the occasion, Chief Minister launched a
book ‘Golfing in Paradise’ authored by Atul Dir,
celebrating Jammu & Kashmir’s growing appeal
as a premier golf tourism destination.

Advisor to the Chief Minister Nasir Aslam
Wani also spoke on the occasion and said J&K
had emerged as a tourism hub much before
other states in India and now we need to devel-
opwholerange ofniche tourismactivitiesin J&K
suchasadventure tourism, leisure tourism MICE
tourism alongwith promoting Kashmir as an
affordable and wonderful wedding destination.

India Rejects.....

newsagency—KashmirNews Observer (KNO)
are situated on tributaries of the Indus river
system and have been a longstanding point of
contention between India and Pakistan.

The Ministry of External Affairs(MEA) stated
that the tribunal has no legal authority and that
its establishment was inconsistent with the
provisions of the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT)
signed in 1960.

The MEA said the ruling referred toasa “sup-
plementalaward” relates to questions of jurisdic-
tion over the two hydroelectric projects. “India
maintainsthatthe tribunal wassetupinviolation
of the treaty and that any findings or awards
made by it are not valid,” the MEA said.

It said that India does not recognise the legit-
imacy of the tribunal or any outcomes from its
proceedings.

In a statement issued by the MEA, India
accused Pakistan of misusing international
mechanisms toraise objections thatare political
in nature.

It described the arbitration process as being
initiated unilaterally by Pakistan and as lacking
any binding foundation in treaty law.

Indiaalso pointed torecent security develop-
ments, including a terrorist attack in Pahalgam
in April, as part of its reasoning for suspending
itstreaty obligations. Following the attack, which
resulted inmultiple casualties, Indiaannounced
itwould temporarily place the treatyinabeyance.

The MEA said this decision was taken under
international law and reflectsIndia’s positionon
national sovereignty and security.

India reiterated that it is not bound by any
decisions from a tribunal it considers unlaw-
fully constituted. It also stated that it expects
Pakistan to address concerns related to cross-
border activity rather than attempting to seek
outcomes through disputed legal forums.

The MEA said that India would continue to
assert its rights under international law and
uphold its position regarding the development
of hydroelectric infrastructure within its terri-
tory—(KNO)

CS Assesses.....

(Jammu);CE, Beacon; PD, NHAI; Representa-
tives from NHIDCLand other concerned officers
while Deputy Commissioners participatedinthe
meeting virtually.

The Chief Secretary impressed upon the DCs
tolookintotheland acquisitionand miningissues
to ensure that these do not hinder the pace of
workanywhere. He enjoined uponthe concerned
agencies to move their resources in terms of
machinery and manpower to ensure that all
projects progress at a suitable pace to see their
deadlines are met without any fail.

The meeting highlighted significantadvance-
mentsincriticalinfrastructure projects managed
by the National Highways Authority of India
(NHAI), National Highways and Infrastructure
Development Corporation Limited (NHIDCL),
Border Roads Organisation (BRO) under Project
Sampark and Beacon and the Public Works
Department (PWD) Kashmir.

Key NHAI projects reviewed in the meeting
included the Delhi-Amritsar-Katra Expressway
and Jammu Ring Road tunnels, with the latter
slated for completion by March 31, 2026. The
Jammu-Srinagar National Highway projects,
including the Marog-Digdol tunnel, Digdol-
Khuni Nallah section and Makarkot-Sherbibi
viaducts, were also assessed.

Besides, the progress on Srinagar Ring Road
(Phase-I)was said to be physically completed by
71.50%withananticipated completion by Novem-
ber30,2025.While the workon its Phase-1Ifrom
Sumbal to Wayul is also apace which is likely to
see completion by December, 2026.

The recently awarded projects comprising
Srinagar Ring Road Phase-IIA from Manigam to
Pandach, Service Road for Domel-Udhampur
section of NH-44 were said to be taken up for
execution soon. Under the projects executed by
NHIDCL, various packages of Jammu-Akhnoor
Road(NH-144A)likely tobe completed by Decem-
ber 2025 in all respects.

The meeting also discussed the progress on
Zojila Tunnel (NH-1 - 30.826 km) and it was
informed that 63.87% of the work has been
completed, rest of the project is expected to be
compled by February 2028.

Projects of BRO under Project Sampark that
came under review in the meeting included
widening of Akhnoor-Poonch (NH-144A) highway
re-sectioned into 8 packages with end date of
completion set as January 2026.

Similarly, the reviewed BRO projects under
Beacon included different sections of NH-1 Sri-
nagar-Baramulla-UriRoad, expected tobe com-
pleted by November 2026.

The ChiefSecretaryalsoreviewed PWD proj-
ectsincluding Pulwama Bypass, Kulgam Bypass,
Shopian Bypass on NH and Service Road along
NH-44 (Srinagar Bypass).

Themeetingalsoassessed progressonaction
plan for 19 new projects with a total length of
296 km, to be executed with an estimated cost
ofRs 10,637 crore. The notable projectsincluded
4-lane flyover from Lal Chowk to Parimpora
Junction, construction of 4-lane Pantha Chowk
Flyover onNH-44, constructionof4-lane Magam
Flyover onNH-701A, Panjtarni Tunnel, construc-
tion of Pir Ki Gali tunnel and construction of
Sadhna tunnel etc.

CS calls gap.....

(VVP) in the selected blocks of Jammu &
Kashmir.

This centrally funded initiative aims to uplift
and integrate strategically important border
villagesintothe national development narrative.

Besides the Secretary PD&MD the meeting
wasattended by Commissioner Secretary, Forests;
Secretary,Revenue; Secretary, IT; representatives
from BSNL and other concerned officers.

The Chief Secretary called this scheme piv-
otalinupgrading the connectivity projectsacross
these blocks. He impressed upon the concerned
Deputy Commissioners in identifying the gaps
found in key 4 verticals of this scheme so that
action plans for the whole scheme period are
framed by the concerned departments in a
convergence mode.

Dulloo also asked for identification of all the
relevant schemes having potential to make
interventions under the identified areas under
this scheme. He also enjoined upon all of them
toframeanactivity calendar for creating aware-
ness and necessary momentum to successfully
implement this scheme across districts of the
UT.

Secretary PD&MD, Talat Parvez Rohella, while
throwinglight onthe nature and implementation
of this scheme, mentioned that VVP envisages
holisticborderareadevelopmentacross 15 States
and 2 Union Territories.

In Jammu & Kashmir, he added that the pro-
gram will strategically target 124 identified
villages across 43 blocks in various border dis-
tricts, addressing the region's unique develop-
mental needs.

The program’s core focusisonsaturating four
critical thematic areas in these villages by lever-
aging the existing Government of India schemes.
These included all-weather road connectivity,
4G Telecom Connectivity, Television Connectiv-
ity and On-Grid Electrification of all such vil-
lages.

Theall-weatherroad connectivityis proposed
tobeensured through the Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana-IV (PMGSY-IV)to establish robust
road infrastructure, enhance accessibility and
economic integration. Currently, 118 out of 124
identified villages in J&K are already connected.

With respect to Telecom Connectivity, the
Digital Bharat Nidhischemeis going tobeinstru-
mental in bridging the digital divide, enabling

access to online services and information.
While 83 villages are currently covered,
plans are in motion to connect the remain-
ing 41 villages.

Similarly, the BroadcastingInfrastructure
and Network Development (BIND)scheme
is extending television access to border
villages, facilitating access to news, enter-
tainment and educational content. Out of
40,726 households in identified villages,
23,976 already have DTH television con-
nectivity with efforts to connect others
through this DTH instruments.

Similarly, the Revamped Distribution
SectorScheme (RDSS)is envisaged toensure
reliable on-grid electrification, improving
the living standards and supporting the
local enterprises. Significant progress has
beenmadewith46,257 outof46,579 house-
holdsalready electrified across these blocks.

To ensure effective implementation, a
comprehensive planning and saturation
strategy is being adopted, which included
finalizing village-wise saturation plans
across the four thematic areas, ensuring
convergence withrelevantschemesbesides
strengthening inter-departmental coordi-
nation through regular meetings and con-
stitution of Block and District-level teams
for real-time monitoring,.

Moreover, the VVPfocusesonsaturating
key thematic areas to enhance connectiv-
ity, improve living standards and foster
economicgrowthand cultural preservation
in these regions.

Landmark Relief.....

injuries and 310,000 for minor injuries.

Thiscomesasasignificantstepinimple-
menting the victim-centric provisions of
the J&K Road Accident Victim Fund Rules,
2022 which aims to provide immediate
financial assistance to victims or their
families following tragic road incidents.

In addition to the disbursed cases, 12
more death cases and 5 injured cases are
currently under active consideration and
compensation to these casesis expected to
be credited shortly, further strengthening
the commitmentofthe districtadministra-
tion towards the welfare of road accident
victims.

The Deputy Commissioner Jammu
expressed deep satisfaction over theimple-
mentation ofthe fund andlauded the seam-
less inter-departmental coordination that
made this possible.

Thisinitiative reflectsthe Government's
unwavering commitment to delivering
timely support to those affected by road
tragedies.The collaborationamongdepart-
ments has made it possible to bring real
change to the lives of victims and their
families.

The Transport Commissioner, J&K, has
played a pivotal and indispensable role in
making this success story possible. His
unwavering commitment to this humane
cause, marked by timely and advance pro-
visioning of funds, has ensured that finan-
cial aid reaches the victims and their fami-
lies without delay. His role has been
phenomenal andinstrumental, reaffirming
the Department’s compassionate approach
towards accident relief and rehabilitation.

This milestone notonly marksaturning
point in the execution of victim relief poli-
cies in the region but also stands as a mod-
el of responsive and humane governance.
The prompt action and coordinated efforts
of all stakeholders have ensured that the
objectives of the J&kK Road Accident Victim
Fund Rules, 2022 are effectively translated
into action on the ground.

Travel in convoys.....

The IGP also advised pilgrims to travel
inconvoys foradded safety and convenience.
“Travellers should come in convoys so their
journey can be simple and easy,” he said.

To help manage traffic during the yatra,
thetrafficpolice willissueregularadvisories,
including cut-off timings for travel. These
are aimed at ensuring all movement takes
place within safe time windows. "[ urge all
pilgrimstocheckthe trafficadvisories before
starting their journey to avoid any incon-
venience, and follow cut off timings,” Birdi
added—(KNO)

95% Cyber.....

Addressing the media, SSP Kichloo, as
reported by the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), said cybercriminals
are continuously evolving their tactics—from
WhatsApp hacks and Facebook cloning to
malware-infected images, fake job offers,
and extensive online scams that are draw-
ingKashmiriyouthintointernational cyber-
crime networks. He called for timely report-
ing, saying the department managed to
recover Rs 7 crore last year and return it to
victims. “If people report cyber fraud with-
in the ‘golden hour, we can often freeze
transactions and trace the money before
it's lost,” he said.

Kichloo revealed that fraudsters are
increasingly using malware-infected pho-
tosofelderlyindividuals or missing persons
asbait. “This technique, called steganogra-
phy, involves hiding malicious code within
seemingly harmless images or PDFs. Once
downloaded, itcan hijackyourgallery,apps,
or even bank accounts,” he warned.

The SSP urged citizens to avoid clicking
on unfamiliar images or documents, even
if received from known contacts, and rec-
ommended the use of two-factor authen-
tication, especially on WhatsApp.

Addressing the surge in sextortion cas-
es, the officer said that victims, often men,
are lured into video calls by fraudsters
impersonating nude womenormen. “These
callsaressecretly recorded and later used to
blackmail victims with threats toleak foot-
age to their family or on social media,” he
said.

He, however, reassured the public, say-
ing, “This is not the victim’s fault. But due
to fear, many end up paying the blackmail-
ers. We urge you not to panic and toimme-
diately contact the helpline 1930 or visit the
nearest cyber police station.”

Kichloo also highlighted the disturbing
trend of cyber slavery, where young Kash-
miris are deceived by fake job consultancies
and trafficked to countries like Myanmar
and Cambodia, where they are forced to
operate cyber fraud. “Parents and youth
must verify every job offer or consultancy.
These are real issues; we have received
genuine complaints from Kashmir,” he
cautioned.

The SSP flagged an increase in ‘digital
arrest’ scams, where fraudsters imperson-
ate government officials and threatenlegal
action. “They contact people viaWhatsApp,
pretending tobe fromagencies like the CBI,
police, or courts. Recently, some teachers
in Kashmir narrowly escaped falling prey
to these scams,” he said.

He advised the public not to share per-
sonal details,OTPs, or bankinginformation,
evenifthe caller claims to be a government
official. “These are social engineering tactics.
Once you share your OTP, your device and
data are vulnerable,” he said.

The officer warned against using public
charging stations, as cybercriminals can
compromise devices throughinfected USB
ports. “Avoid public USBs; carry your own
power bank,” he recommended.

He cautioned about sharing phone num-
bers or email addresses at restaurants or
online forms, as fraudsters can later exploit
this information.

Acknowledging efforts by the Jammu
and Kashmir government, SSPKichloo said
cyber police stations have been established
ineverydistrict, supported by the Ministry
of Home Affairs. “This is a commendable
step, but publicawareness remains the key,”
he said.

Heappreciated Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s initiatives, such as “Mann Ki Baat”,
for raising awareness about digital safety
andsupportingmeasureslike “digitalarrest”
of fraudsters.

The SSP reassured the public: “You are
not alone. The cyber police are available
24/7.1f you face any cyberissue, don't hesi-
tate to call 1930 or visit your nearest cyber
police station. Cybercrime can happen to
anyone, and there is no shame inreporting
it."—(KNO)

four JeM terrorists under surveillance
for overayear. The ongoing operation aims
toneutralise the remaining three terrorists,
who are believed to be trapped within the
dense forested terrain.

Lieutenant General Pratik Sharma, Army
Commander of the Northern Command,
commended the #WhiteKnightCorps for
their swiftand precise action.He said, “The
professionalismand coordinationdisplayed
by theIndian Army and Jammuand Kashmir
Police in Operation BIHALI exemplify our
unwavering commitment to ensuring a
terror-free Jammuand Kashmir. The North-
ern Command remains dedicated to safe-
guardingtheregionand maintaining peace.”

The operation was launched early on
June 26 when a joint search team, led by
Army ParaCommandos, established contact
with terrorists near Karoor Nallah in the
Bihali area of Basantgarh. Despite adverse
weather conditions,includingrainand dense
fog, security forces engaged the terrorists,
resulting in the elimination of one JeM ter-
rorist, reportedly a top commander code-
named “Maulvi”. This terrorist had infil-
trated Indian territory in April 2024 and
wasallegedly orchestrating terror activities
in the region.

Bhim SenTuti, Inspector General of Police
(IGP), Jammu Zone, provided an update:
“The search operation to track down the
remaining three JeM terrorists is ongoing,
aided by dronesand sniffer dogs. Reinforce-
ments have been deployed to strengthen
the cordon, and despite poor visibility due
to fog, our forces are working relentlessly.
We expect clarity as weather conditions
improve.”

On Thursday, the Army’s White Knight
Corps shared an update on X (formerly
Twitter), saying, “Op BIHALI Update: In the
ongoingjointoperation by the Indian Army
and Jammu and Kashmir Police in Basant-
garh, one terrorist has been neutralized so
far. The operation continues.” Security mea-
sures across the Union Territory have been
heightened, with 180 companies of Central
police forces deployed to ensure the safety
of Shri Amarnath Ji pilgrims, scheduled to
commence from July 3. (KNO)
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Sakeena Itoo lays foundation stone of main
building, admmlstratlve block of GDC Chadoora
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Chairperson DDC Ganderbal inspects
developmental works in Lar-B Constltuency

| HT NEWS DESK

BUDGAM, JUNE 27: Minis-
ter for Health and Medical
Education, Social Welfare and
Education, Sakeena Itoo laid
the foundation stone of main
building and administrative
block of Government Degree
College (GDC) Chadoora here
today.

MLA, Chadoora, AliMoham-
mad Dar; Director Social Wel-
fare Kashmir, Director Health
Services Kashmir, Director
Colleges, Director Family Wel-
fareand Immunization, Direc-
tor AYUSH, Principal GDC
Chadoora, faculty members
of college and large number
of locals were also present on
the occasion.

Addressing the gathering
on the occasion, Education
Minister emphasized on the
government’s unwavering
commitment to empowering
youth throughaccessible and
quality education. “Thisinsti-
tution will not just be abuild-
ing of bricks and mortar, but
abeacon ofknowledge, oppor-

tunity and progress for the
youth of Chadooraand adjoin-
ing areas”, she stated.

The Minister also
announced that in coming
daysabuswill be provided to
the college for the convenience
of students.

Sakeenaltoosaid that with
the sincere efforts of our Chief
Minister,Omar Abdullah, edu-
cation system across Jammu
and Kashmir is taking a posi-
tive shape. She added that it
is resolve of our government
that Educational institutions
should reacheveryvillageand
every corner of our society.

“After the formation of this
popular government, numer-
ouslanguishing projects have
been made functional while
work on others hasbeen fast-
tracked”, she highlighted.

Minister further highlight-
ed that the progress we have
seen in the past few months
is a reflection of the govern-
ment’s dedication toinclusive
growth and grassroots devel-
opment.

Outlining some key achieve-
ments of the government in
recent months, the Minister
said that the Government
increased the Old age pension

for the sisters of J&K. She
added that free electricity of
200unitsand freeration of 10
kgs for deserving families is
also being provided.

The Minister added that for
the empowerment of women
folk, free transportin govern-
ment owned buses is being
provided for our sisters.

Speaking on the occasion,
MLA Chadoora, Ali Moham-
mad Dar expressed gratitude
tothe Minister for his constant
supportand assistance to the
people of Chadoora constitu-
ency. He added that with the
establishment of this college,
a long pending demand of
localshasbeen fulfilled as the
college was functioning in
pre-fabricated huts.

On the occasion, Sakeena
Itoo also interacted with sev-
eral public delegations and
individuals, who apprised the
Minister about variousissues
and problems faced by them.

While interacting with
them, the Minister assured
themthat their genuineissues
and concernswillbeaddressed
promptly.

GANDERBAL, JUNE 27: Chair-
person, District Development
Council (DDC) Ganderbal,
Nuzhat Ishfaq carried out an
extensive field visit across vari-
ous areas of the Lar-B Territo-
rial Constituency in Ganderbal
to review the progress of ongo-
ing development projects and
tolisten to public grievances on
the ground.She was accompa-
nied by officers and officials from
different government depart-
ments.The visit was aimed at
identifying gaps in infrastruc-
ture, understanding public ser-
viceissues firsthand, and ensur-
ing faster resolution through
coordinated efforts among
departments.DDC Chairperson
inspected the road infrastruc-
ture, health sector, food and
supplies center, sanitation, canal,
and tourism development and
other major sectors.During the
visit, Chairperson first inspect-
ed the road adjacent to Jamia
Ahle Hadith Masjid, wherelocals
demanded the construction of
a road link from the bypass to
Diwan Bagh. As sufficient land
is reportedly available, she

directed the RDD and R&B
department to take up the mat-
ter for necessary action.

Inspecting the graveyard at
Astan Sayyid Yaqub Qasim, she
noted that the protective grill
fencing was damaged and
required urgent repairs. She
assigned the responsibility to
the Block Development Officer
(BDO) Lar to take up the matter
promptly.Sanitationissues near
the Government Girls Higher
Secondary School in Lar were
also brought to her notice. BDO
Lar was directed to immedi-
ately get the area cleaned and
ensure long-term maintenance.
While inspecting the Primary
Health Centre Lar, Chairperson
Nuzhat Ishfaq appreciated the

center’s ongoing efforts but
acknowledged the need for addi-
tional paramedical staff and an
X-raytechnician for better health
facilities to the patients. She
emphasized the need for
increased integration of ASHA
workers at the PHC to ensure
better maternal care services at
the grassroots level.She also
visited the public park, and the
BDO was instructed to develop
it further with children’s play
areas and community seating
arrangements.Chairpersonthen
visited the Fodder Station at Lar,
which is also the proposed site
for the upcoming District Vet-
erinary Hospital. She noted that
the development of the dipping
vatrequired anadequate water.

DC Srinagar inspects different
offices in DC Office Complex

DC Srinagar inspects different offices in DC Office Complex

Labour Commissioner
reviews Labour Law
implementation at Shopian

| HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 27: In a significant move to bol-
ster the enforcement of labour laws in the Union
Territory, Labour Commissioner, Jammu and Kashmir,
S. Charandeep Singh, today undertook an official
visit to Shopian district, where he chaired a compre-
hensive review meeting with the districtadministra-
tion and executive agencies.

The meeting was held at the Conference Hall of the
Mini Secretariat Shopian and witnessed participation
from Dr. Nasir Ahmad, Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner (ADDC) Shopian, along with
Executive Engineers, Block Development Officers
(BDOs), and Senior Officers from the Works and Labour
Departments.

The primary agenda of the meeting was to strength-
en inter-departmental coordination to ensure strict
compliance with labour laws across all sectors.

Labour Commissioner laid particular emphasis on
the mandatory registration of Executive Engineers as
Principal Employers under the Contract Labour (Reg-
ulation and Abolition) Act, 1970.

He alsodirected officers toensure that all contrac-
tors engaged in government and private works are
dulyregistered with the Labour department. This, he
said, is essential to safeguarding the rights of workers
particularly regarding timely payment of wages,
occupational safety and health standards, and overall
worker welfare.

Later in the day, Labour Commissioner visited
various project sites in the district. At Allowpora
Shopian, heinspected the under-construction bridge
and a construction site for migrants.

| HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 27: In
order to take stock of func-
tioning & infrastructure of
various sections of DC office
complex, Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC)Srinagar, Akshay
Labroo Friday inspected
various sections and sub-
offices of DCoffice, Srinagar.
The visit focused on taking
stock of available facilities,
existinginfrastructureand
the existing need to
enhance administrative
efficiency by upgrading
infrastructure, streamlin-
ing record rooms, IT infra-
structure, as well as ensur-
ingadequate amenitiesand
accessibility to the public.

DCinspected the offices of
Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner, Addi-
tional Deputy Commission-
ers, Chief Planning Officer,

Assistant Commissioner
Revenue, Assistant Com-
missioner Nazool, SDM
East, Tehsil Office South,
besides other subordinate
Offices.

During the visit, DC inter-
acted with the officers and
other officials and empha-
sized the paramount
importance of transpar-
ency, accountability, and
efficiency in public service
delivery. He stressed the

need foradopting bestwork
ethics and urged the staff
to work with a proactive
approach while addressing
public issues and griev-
ances.

Labroo stressed the sig-
nificance of maintaining
cleanliness, organized
office spaces and adhering
to established protocols.
While inspecting the Rev-
enue Record room, DC
emphasized proper main-

tenance of therecordsinan
organized manner and its
simultaneous digitisation.
Healsostressed onensuring
better facilities for the peo-
ple visiting the DC office
Complex and laid stress on
creatingacomfortable and
welcoming space for visi-
tors to access services and
address their grievances.
DCalsostressed the impor-
tance of creating a user-
friendly environment
within the office, particu-
larly for those seeking assis-
tanceorredressal ofissues.
During the visit, DC was
accompanied by Addition-
al Deputy Commissioners,
Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz and
AadilFareed; ChiefPlanning
Office, Fayaz Ahmad Dar;
Assistant Commissioner
Revenue, Umar Gulzar; Teh-
sildar South and other con-
cerned.

DEO Kupwara holds meeting with Political
Parties on polling station rationalisation

KUPWARA, JUNE 27: District Elec-
tion Officer (DEO) Kupwara, Ayushi
Sudan today convened ameeting with
officers, representatives of various
political parties to discuss key elec-
toral matters, particularly the ratio-
nalisation of polling stations, as per
the guidelines of the Election Com-

mission of India (ECI).

During the meeting, all instruc-
tions and guidelinesissued by the ECI
were shared in detail with the par-
ticipants.Representatives from polit-
ical parties actively participated and
shared their suggestions and concerns
regarding the rationalisation process.
Ayushi assured them that all their
inputs have been duly noted and will

be considered in the final decision-
making process.DEO reiterated the
commitment to conduct free, fair,and
transparent elections, ensuring the
cooperation and confidence of all
stakeholders.The meeting wasattend-
ed by the Deputy District Election
Officer Kupwara, Mumtaz Ahmad Pir;
Returning Officers.

SDM Uri visits Kamalkote,
Shahdara to review
Muharram arrangements

[ | HT NEWS DESK

BARAMULLA, JUNE 27: In view of the ongoing
Muharram observances, Sub Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) Uri, Shubhankar Pratyush, today conducted an
extensive tour of Kamalkote, Shadra, and other adjoin-
ingareas where Muharram processions are scheduled
to take place.

Accompanied by sectoral officers and officials from
various departments, SDMreviewed the arrangements
being putin place for the smooth and peaceful conduct
ofreligious processions. He thoroughly inspected the
designated routes and took stock of necessary facilities
including trafficregulation, sanitation, drinking water,
lighting, and medical aid.

During the visit, SDM also interacted with local
residents and community representatives to assess
their requirements and received feedback regarding
preparations.

He assured the public that the administration is
committed to ensuring all necessary arrangements
are completed well in time, keeping in view the sanc-
tity and significance of the holy month.

SDM instructed concerned departments toremain
vigilantand proactive in their coordination tofacilitate
a hassle-free environment for the devotees. During
the visit, SDM alsointeracted withlocal residents and
community representatives to assess their require-
ments andreceived feedback regarding preparations.

He assured the public that the administration is
committed to ensuring all necessary arrangements
are completed well in time, keeping in view the sanc-
tity and significance of the holy month.

Amazon India announces Prime Day 2025: Three Days, Great Deals, Big Savings from ]uly 12- 14

[ | HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, June 27: Amazon India today
announced that Prime Day 2025 will be a
firstever three-day celebrationinIndia, run-
ning from 12:00 AM on July 12 to 11:59 PM
on July 14, offering 72 hours of great deals,
savings, new launches, and exclusive enter-
tainment, all curated exclusively for Prime
members.

Aspokesman ofthe companyinapressrelease
said that for the first time everinIndia, Prime
members will enjoy 24-hours extra to shop
across top brands and small businesses alike,
with access to exciting offers from leading
partner banks. Customers can save big with
10 percent savings on payments using ICICI

@ 00 ©

Bank Credit & Debit cards, SBI Credit Cards
and EMI transactions on ICICI Bank Credit
Cards and SBI Credit Cards.This Prime Day;,
Prime members will get early access to thou-
sands of new productlaunches from over400
top Indian & global brands along with prod-
ucts by Smalland Medium Businesses (SMBs).
The three-day annual extravaganza will offer
Prime membersaccess toincredible shopping
deals, blockbuster entertainment, savings,
and much more! From Smartphones, TVs,
Appliances, Fashion & Beauty, Groceries &
Everyday Essentials, Amazon Devices,Home
& Kitchen, Furniture to everyday essentials,
and much more.

Akshay Sahi, Director, Prime, Delivery and
Returns, India and Emerging Markets, said

“From new launches and blockbuster enter-
tainment, to great deals being delivered fast.
Prime Day has always been about celebrating
our members. This year, for the first time,
we're extending Prime Day to three full days,
giving our members even more time to dis-
cover thebest of shopping, savings, and enter-
tainment. We are really excited about the
vast selection, new launches and great deals
we have in store for our Prime members this
Prime day.”A sneak peek to Prime Day 2025
72 hours of shopping and saving: Starting
12:00 AM on July 12 until 11:59 PM on July
14New launches and access to deals: This
Prime Day, Prime members get access to
thousands of new product launches from
over 400 top Indian & global brands like

Harley Davidson, Samsung, Intel, OnePlus,
iQOO0, HP, Asus, Boat, Lenovo, Mokobara,
AmericanTourister,Puma, Adidas, Libas, Van
Heusen, Allen Solly, USPA, Borosil, Agaro,
Atomberg, Cromptonand many more. Prime
members will get access to products from
lakhs of sellers, manufacturers, start-ups &
brands, women entrepreneurs, artisans,and
weavers. Prime members can discover more
than 1,600 new product launches from SMBs
including Phool, Alpino, and Indigenous
Honey — across home & kitchen, fashion,
grooming, jewellery, handmade, and more.
Get fast and free delivery: Prime members
benefit from same-day delivery on over 10
lakh and Next-Day Delivery on over 40 lakh
products orders across a wide selection of

from eye liners to baby products, to garden
tools, to watches, phones and more.

Use Amazon’s generative Al-powered shop-
ping assistant Rufus: The new Al-powered
shopping assistant Rufus helps simplify
decision-making by answering questions,
comparing products, and offering tailored
recommendations in real time

Save Big with Bank Offers: Prime members
get 10% savings on payment using ICICI Bank
Credit&Debit cards, SBI Credit Cards and EMI
transactions on ICICI Bank Credit Cards and
SBI Credit Cards. With the Amazon Pay ICICI
Bank credit card, Prime members will get 5%
cashbackand anadditional 5 percentinstant
discount on their shopping.
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Shri Amarnathiji Yatra 2025....

Div Com, IGP Jammu interact with Civil Society
Jammu, seek cooperation for smooth pilgrimage

[ | HT NEWS DESK

JAMMU, JUNE 27: Divi-
sional Commissioner Jam-
mu, Ramesh Kumar and
Inspector General of Police,
Bhim Sen Tuti, today held
ameeting with prominent
members of the civil society
of Jammu to discuss the
arrangements and seek
their cooperation for
smooth conduct of Shri
Amarnathji Yatra (SANJY)
2025, starting on July 2,
2025 from Yatri Niwas
Bhagwati Nagar, Jammu.

The meetingattended by
senior officials from Civil
and Police administration
and representatives of reli-
gious organizations trans-
porters, Taxi Union, Trad-
ers, Bazaar associations,
hoteliers, Sabhas was
briefed about the elaborate
arrangementsand prepara-
tions made by the admin-
istration for the annual
pilgrimage. The civil soci-

ety members gave their
valuable insights and sug-
gestions for a spiritually
rich experience to the
Yatris.

At the outset, the Divi-
sional Commissioner high-
lighted the religious, spiri-
tual, cultural and
economic significance of
Shri Amarnathji Yatra2025
and emphasized on the
crucialrole ofall the stake-
holders in ensuring a
smooth and hassle free
yatraexperience to the pil-
grims.

The Div Com informed
the meeting that elaborate
arrangements have been

made at Bhagwati Nagar
yatracamp for the comfort-
able stay of pilgrims. “With
adequate water, power sup-
ply, the Niwas has AChalls,
Hangers for shade, com-
munity Langer, sanitation
and modern washroom
facilities. Similar arrange-
ments have alsobeenmade
atlodgment centres across
the districts en-route the
yatraright from Lakhanpur
inKathua to Lambar, Bani-
hal in Ramban,” the Div
Com said.The Civil Society
membersassured full coop-
eration to the administra-
tion from theirend to make
the yatra successful and

memorable forthelocaland
non local pilgrims.

Stress was laid on giving
wide publicity to Tawi Arti
being organized during the
yatraperiod, besides near-
by sites and Tourist places
for the information of the
pilgrims arriving from dif-
ferent parts of the nation
and the world.

The DivComsaid that the
pilgrims will be given full
information by the Tourism
department at their help
desks established at RFID
centres in Jammu and
Lakhanpur.

The civil society mem-
bers gave numerous sug-
gestions to make the yatra
pleasant and hassle free
including enhanced
arrangements in view of
monsoon, regulation of
faresofthree wheelers and
cabs, encroachment free
publicspaces, erectingban-
ners with information
about the tourist spots.

JKSCERT-KD Hosts Conferences on Inclusive Classrooms

and Bagless Learning to Advance NEP 2020 Goals

| HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, 27 June 2025 — The Jam-
mu & Kashmir State Council of Edu-
cational Researchand Training, Kash-
mir Division (JKSCERT-KD), is
currently hosting two significant
eventseachastride toward realizing
the vision set forth by the National
Education Policy 2020 and fostering
classrooms thatare inclusive, engag-
ing, and learner-centric.Both The
programme have been graced with
the esteemed endorsement of
Revered Joint Director JKSCERT Cen-
tral, Prof. (Dr.) Sindhu Kapoor and
Respected Joint Director Mr. Syed
Shabir Ahmad (JKAS), both of whom
continue to inspire with their deep
reservoir of experiential learning and
visionary guidance.
Atwo-day conference on Behavioural
Supportand Classroom Management
in Inclusive Settings is focusing on
the evolving needs of inclusive edu-
cation and the pressing demand for
empatheticandstructured classroom
environments across schools.
The conferenceis being organised by
the Inclusive & Special Education
Wing of JKSCERT-KD, under the able
leadership of Respected Mtr. Shabina
Roohi. While welcoming participants,
she passionately remarked, “Inclusion
is not a policy but a dignity, and its
seamless execution isamust for cre-
ating safe learning spaces for students
who often feel unwanted due to
behavioural traits or challenges.” She
furtheradded, “Let’sinspire and moti-
vate tocreate leadersin this meaning-
ful initiative.”
Adding hervoice to the dialogue, Mtr.
Bilquees Fatimah, Senior Academic
Officer, JKSCERT-KD, strongly advo-
cated for inclusion at every level,
stating, “We must prove ourselves as
real change-makers, as envisioned
by NEP 2020. Behaviour is not man-
aged—it is supported.”
Mr. Mohammad Sultan Khan,

Incharge JKSCERT-KD, brought the
discussion into practical focus by
sharing real-life experiences and
highlighting the critical contributions
of SSA and Samagra Shiksha in pro-
moting inclusive education. He not-
ed, “Living in a techno-mechanical
ageis,initself,abigchallenge. There-
fore, we must adopt a multi-dimen-
sional approach while addressing
learners’ needsinourreal classroom
s e t t i n g s 7
The programme hasbeen well-coor-
dinated by Dr. Shaheena Akhter,
Senior Academic Officer, JKSCERT-KD,
whose thoughtful planning and
dedicated efforts have ensured a
smoothly conducted and meaning-
fully engaging conference. This two-
day conference stands as a heartfelt
stride toward reimagining class-
rooms as spaces of belonging, where
every child regardless of challenge
feelsvalued, supported,and empow-
ered. With such dialogues takingroot,
JKSCERT-KD continues to lead the
way toward an education system
builtoninclusion, empathy, and dig-
n i t y .
Inalignment with the same progres-
sivevision, JKSCERT-KD has also com-

menced a two-day capacity-building
programme on the Implementation
of 10 Bagless Days, being held at the
JKSCERT-KD campus on June 27-28.
Steered by the Art& Vocational Wing
of the institution, this initiative
aspiresto further enrich experiential
learning practices in schools and
highlight the importance and time-
liness of this initiative within the
evolving educational landscape.
Programme Coordinator Mr. Moham-
mad Latief Rather outlined the
planned activities across the two
days, emphasizing engagement and
creativity beyond the textbook. Day
one witnessed the enthusiastic par-
ticipation of diverse stakeholders
from the education field Welcoming
the gathering, Mr. Shakeel Ahmad,
Academic Unit Head, expressed
delight over the stakeholders’ com-
mitment to advancing meaningful
learning. “NEP 2020 envisages the
deep-rooted ethos of our education
system, and we must connect with
curiosity and creativity,” he said.
Gratefully acknowledging the pres-
ence of experts and participants, he
noted, “School should not be a place
of burden upon the fragile shoulders
of young blooming buds, rather a
place to thrive.”
Addressing the attendees, Mr.
Mohammad Sultan Khan, affirmed
that “bagless” doesn’timply distanc-
ing fromlearning, butrather embrac-
ing it without fear or pressure. He
drew from personal experiences to
illustrate how unburdening school
days can foster natural curiosity and
inventive expressionamonglearners.
This capacity-building programme
is not just a step but a stride toward
makinglearning more liberating and
learner-centric. By integrating cre-
ativity, play, and purposeful activity
intothe classroom,JKSCERT-KD reaf-
firms its commitment to nurturing
childrenwholearnwith joy, not under
pressure.

IUST Signs MoU with UltraTech Cements, inaugurated Centre
of Excellence for Sustainable Construction Materials

[ | HT NEWS DESK

Awantipora,June 27 —The
Islamic University of Sci-
ence and Technology
(IUST)entered intoa Mem-
orandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with UltraTech
Cement, a flagship com-

promote innovation,
research,and upskillingin
the domain of sustainable
infrastructure and mate-
rial science.Prof. Romshoo,
reaffirmed the university’s
priority on skill develop-
ment and sustainability.
He said that through such
partnerships, [USTaims to

pany of the Aditya Birla
Group, marking a signifi-
cantstep towards enhanc-
ing industry-academia
collaboration in the areas
of skilldevelopment, inno-
vation, and sustainable
construction.The MoU
signing ceremony pre-
sided by Prof. Shakil A
Romshoo (Vice Chancellor
IUST) was held at IUST
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Campusllland wasattend-
ed by key representatives
from UltraTech Cement
including Mr. Vivek Jain,
Mr. Rahul Goel, Dr. Vijay
Singh Rathore, Mr. Vipin
Choudhary,and Mr.Rajesh
Kumar, Prof. A.H.Moon
(Dean Academics), Prof.
Parvez A Mir (CEO, CIED
IUST Foundation), Mr.
Sameer Wazir (Finance

Officer), Dr. Ruheela Has-
san (Dean Outreach), and
coordinators of different
CIED verticals.As part of
the collaboration, two
state-of-the-art facilities
were inaugurated on the
[UST campus: The Centre
of Excellence for Sustain-
able Construction Materi-
als and the FLIP Ideation
Lab. These centres aim to

develop a disaster-con-
scious citizenry and
encourage active partici-
pation of students from
engineeringand polytech-
nic backgrounds. Prof.
Moon, highlighted the
integration of skills and
experiential learning
under the National Credit
Framework,and noted that
[UST is among the first.

Handwara Police Tightens Noose on
[llegal Mining, Seizes 09 Tractors
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Handwara, Jun, 27:In a
decisive move to curbille-
gal mining and the unau-
thorized transportation of
minerals, Handwara Police
onThursday seized 09 trac-
tors fromvariouslocations
across Police District Hand-
wara.According to police
officials, specific inputs
were received regarding
the illegal extraction and
transportation of minerals
being carried out in differ-
ent areas. Acting swiftly,
teams from various police
stations under the jurisdic-
tion of Police District Hand-
wara launched coordinat-
ed enforcement drives.
During these operations,
the tractors were inter-
cepted while transporting
minerals without any
valid documentation or
permits, thereby violating

the provisions of the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Minor
Mineral Concession, Stor-
age, Transportation of Min-
erals and Prevention of
lllegal Mining Rules, 2016.

Legal proceedings have

would continueinthe com-
ingdaystosafeguard natu-
ral resources and ensure
environmental
protection.“The Handwara
Police is committed to pro-
tecting the region’s eco-
logical balance and uphold-
ing the rule of law. Strict
legal action will be taken
against anyone found
involved in such unlawful
activities,” the officer add-
ed.The general public has
alsobeen urged to cooper-
ate with law enforcement
agencies by promptly
reporting any suspicious
orillegal miningactivity to
the nearest police station
or through official com-
munication channels.
Authorities emphasized
that community participa-
tion remains vital in com-
bating environmental
crimes and preserving the
region’s natural wealth.

been initiated against the
violators, and authorities
have reiterated their firm
stance againstillegal min-
ing practicesin the region.
A senior police officer
stated that such operations

PUBLICNOTICE

This is to inform the general public that | am
applying for the registration of a Tour And
Travel license under the name THE LASERJET
Adventure Tour Operator, located at land mark
Hotel Hill Top Gulmarg, District Baramulla, at the
office of Assistant Director Tourism Gulmarg. If
anyone has any objections regarding this matter,
they may file their objection at the Department
of Tourism office of the As- sistant Director Tour-
ism Gulmarg, within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice. After this period, no
objections will be entertained.

RAYEES AHMD MALIK
S/0 AB RASHID MALIK
R/O KALANTRA PAYEEN, Kreeri,Baramulla.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/

Death certificate.
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
WAGOORA )/ chokedar has submitted case file pertaining
to Birth of GURMEHAR KOUR D/O RAMANDEEP SINGH R/O
MIRGUND NOWPORA JAGIR Tehsil BARAMULLA Distt.
Baramulla having verified the date of Birth as 29/04/2022 and
event has been shown to be occured at SDH KREERI for issuance
of delay order .In this connection.

if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertaine

NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Application for issuance of OBC certificate applicant GH
QADIR SOFI S/O MOHD RAMZAN SOFI R/O SHEIKHPORA Tehsil
KREERI in favour of FOZIA QADIR D/O GH QADIR SOFI R/O SHEIKH-
PORA for the issuance of OBC ( Other Backward class in his /her /

their favor
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of OBC in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicant is currently residing in the village of SHEIKHPORA
of Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the SOFI community having
annual income 793844// the details of family of the applicant are
as fallows
1...GH QADIR SOFI Father 61 yearsPensioner
2..HAJRA BEGAM Mother 50 years Housewife
3...MANSOOR AHMAD Brother 30 years Govt employee
4..FOZIA QADIR self 24 years student

if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of said
certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertaine

NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/

Death certificate..
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
WAGOORA )/ chokedar has submitted case file pertaining
to Birth of ZAYAAN PARVAIZ S/O PARVAIZ AHMAD CHACK R/O
BONIYAR Tehsil BONIYAR Distt. Baramulla having verified the
date of Birth as 27/04/2021 and event has been shown to be
occured at SDH KREERI for issuance of delay order .In this
connection.

if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of
Birth certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07
days, after that no objection shall be entertaine

NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

With heavy hearts, we announce the pass-
ing of my beloved aunt (Zamrooda, wife of
Farooq Ahmad Natoo, R/o Acha Bagh, Malla
Bagh, Srinagar on June 27 2025 (1st Mu- 1

harram 1447). Congregation for the fateh
will be held on 29 June 2025 (Sunday) at |
their ancestral graveyard situated opposite Y/ i
RP Girls School, Malla Bagh at 10:30 am. | ¥

.

PUBLICNOTICE

I, Mohd Asif Shah, S/o Gull Mohd Shah, R/o kanghall
anantnag, have lost the Registration Certificate (RC)
of my vehicle Alto 800 bearing registration number
JKO3L-6167.1am applying for a duplicate RC. If anyone
has any objection, they may inform the concerned
RTO office within 7 days of this notice.

PUBLICNOTICE

It is being informed that the name in my electricity
bill having consumer number 0207010011166 is only
mentioned as Mohd Lateef Wagay but actual name as
per my aadhar card is Mohd Laterf Sheergojri s/o
Abdul Wahab Sheergojri R/O Ruhoo Anantnag Now |
want to update its name if anybody has quries they
may contact pdd department we didn't 7 days

PUBLICNOTICE

I, Sabir Ahmad Mir S/O Ghulam Hassan Mir, R/O Bata-
kote, Pahalgam, hereby inform that | have lost my
vollet with Aadhaar Card, PAN Card, ATM Card, and
Department ID Card. On 25/06/2025 in way from
home to anantnag If anyone finds these documents,
kindly contact me at the address given above This
notice is bei published as a record of the loss.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Application for issuance of OBC certificate applicant GH
QADIR SOFI S/O MOHD RAMZAN SOFI R/O SHEIKHPORA Tehsil
KREERI in favour of FOZIA QADIR D/O GH QADIR SOFI R/O SHEIKH-
PORA for the issuance of OBC ( Other Backward class in his /her /

their favor
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of OBC in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicantis currently residing in the village of SHEIKHPORA
of Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the SOFI community having
annual income 793844// the details of family of the applicant are
as fallows

1...GH QADIR SOFI Father 61 years Pensioner
2..HAJRA BEGAM Mother 50 years Housewife
3...MANSOOR AHMAD Brother 30 years Govt employee
4..FOZIA QADIR self 24 years student

if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of said
certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertaine

NAIB TEHSILDAR KREERI

PUBLICNOTICE

This is to inform the general public and concerned authorities
that in the records of my bank account number
0227040210000212, maintained at Singhpora Pattan Branch,
my relationship has been mentioned as Daughter of Gh.
Rasool Khanday.

I have now legally updated my personal details, and | should
be correctly identified as Wife of Mohd Yousuf Khanday, as per
my marriage records.Therefore, | request the bank to kindly
update its records accordingly.If anyone has any objections or
queries regarding this correction, they may contact the
branch office within seven (7) days from the date of this notice.

Musarrat Rasool
Address: Arampora Pattan, Jammu and Kashmir
Date: 27-06-2025

PUBLICNOTICE

This is to inform the general public and concerned authorities
that my name has been incorrectly recorded as Imtyaz Ahamd
Malla in the records of my bank account number
0227040100012100, held at Singhpora Pattan Branch.

My correct and official name, as per my school certificate and
valid documents, is Imtiyaz Hussain Malla, resident of
Arampora Pattan, Jammu and Kashmir.

I kindly request the bank to update their records accordingly.
If anyone has any objections or concerns regarding this
change, they may contact the branch office or reach out to me
within seven (7) days from the date of this notice.

Imtiyaz Hussain Malla
Date: 27-06-2025

PUBLICNOTICE

1, Imtiyaz Ahmad Bhat, resident of Badoora, Tehsil Kokernag,
District Anantnag, hereby declare that the birth of my son,
Mohammad Hidayatullah, born on 28-05-2017 at L.D.
Hospital, Srinagar, was not registered at the time of birth.lam
now applying for issuance of a birth certificate from the
concerned municipal authorities.

If anyone has any objection regarding this claim, they may
contact the Office of the Registrar, Births and Deaths, within
seven days from the date of this publication.

00 0 %
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DAJGUA: Distt admin Pulwama conducts mega

Awareness and Benefit Saturation Camp at Machama Tral

MLA Tral emphasises achieving full coverage of all govt. schemes and welfare programmes in tribal areas

] HT NEWS DESK

PULWAMA, JUNE 27: Continu-
ing its campaign under the
nationwide flagship initiative
Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram
Utkarsh Abhiyan (DAJGUA),
district administration Pul-
wamatoday organized amega
tribal outreach camp at Mach-
ama Tral.

The camp marked asignificant
step towards realising the
vision of last-mile delivery of
welfare services through a
whole-of-government

acknowledged theimportance
of directengagementinbridg-
ing service gaps.

MLA Tral also inspected the
stalls set up by various line
departments and reviewed
their progress. While address-
ing the gathering, he empha-
sised theimportance of achiev-
ing full coverage of all
government schemes and
welfare programmes in tribal
areas, and instructed officials
to ensure that benefits are
delivered timely and effec-
tively to all eligible beneficia-
ries.

DLIC approves 29 cases under
Mission YUVA in Ganderbal

n HT NEWS DESK

GANDERBAL, JUNE 27: The
District Level Implementation
Committee (DLIC) meeting
under Mission YUVAwas held
today under the chairmanship
of Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Ganderbal,JatinKishore,inthe
VCRoom of the DC Office Gan-
derbal.Atthe outset,adetailed
discussionwas held regarding
the applications received
under the scheme. The com-
mittee deliberated upon the
cases submitted through the

Skill and Business Develop-
ment Unit (SBDU) and, after
thorough scrutiny and evalu-
ation,approved 29 cases unan-
imously for financial and insti-
tutional support under the
Mission YUVA initiative.

Speaking on the occasion, DC
highlighted the significance of
Mission YUVAinempowering
the youth through skill devel-
opment, entrepreneurship
promotion, and self-employ-
ment opportunities. He
stressed the need for robust
post-approval support and
follow-up to ensure the sus-

tainable success of the
approved units.
DCalsodirected the concerned
departments to expedite the
process of sanctioning, dis-
bursing benefits, and extend-
ingall necessary handholding
supporttothe beneficiariesin
a time-bound manner.

The meeting was attended by
Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner, Manzoor
Ahmad Bhat; Chief Planning
Officer, Syed Shahnawaz Khan;
Lead District Manager; Nodal
Officer JKEDI and other con-
cerned.

approachasenvisioned by the
Abhiyan, bringing together
various Govt. departments
such as Health, Education,
Social Welfare, Rural Develop-
ment, Agriculture, Horticul-
ture, Animal & Sheep Hus-
bandry, Forest, Fisheries, Food
Civil Supplies & Consumer
Affairs, and others under one
umbrella.

Onthe occasion, each depart-
ment had set up their dedi-
cated stall focusing on achiev-
ing saturation in various
government schemes such as
PMKisan Samman Nidhi Yoja-
na, PM Ujjwala Yojana, PM Jan
Dhan Yojana, PM Garib Kalyan
AnnaYojana,PM Vishwakarma
Yojana, Sukanya Samriddhi

Ayushman Bharat card regis-
tration, Kisan Credit Card issu-
ance, and the distribution of
domicile and caste certificates.
The event was attended by
Member of Legislative Assem-
blyTral, Rafiq Ahmad Naik, and
DDC Member Tral, Dr. Har-
baksh Singh. They interacted
with the tribal community,
listened to their concerns,and

Aspecial healthcampwasalso

set up by the Health depart-
ment. The camp offered sickle
cell screening, active case find-
ing for tuberculosis, and gen-
eral health consultations.
These efforts aimed at early
detection,community aware-
ness,and reducing health vul-
nerabilities in tribal popula-
tions.

HT NEWS DESK

Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Abhiyan celebrates tribal
unity and cultural diversity at Nilgrath Ganderbal

Multilingual cultural society comes alive through government outreach

Yojana, Aadhaar enrolment,

GANDERBAL, JUNE 27: In a

IEC campaign under Dharti Aaba Abhiyan
witnesses vibrant community participa-

tion across Anantnag

| HT NEWS DESK

ANANTNAG, JUNE 27: Intensive Infor-
mation, Education,and Communication
(IEC) campaign under the Dharti Aaba
Janjatiya Gramin Utkarsh Abhiyan
(DAJGUA) continued today across dis-
trict Anantnag, reaffirming the mission
of holistic tribal empowerment and
inclusive rural development.
Extensive awareness and benefit satu-
ration camps were held at multiple
locations across the district, drawing
enthusiastic participation from resi-
dents.As partofthis nation-wide initia-
tive, the campaign is being systemati-
cally implemented across 33
Panchayats of Anantnag to ensure
saturation of all flagship government
schemes and services.

Various initiatives were taken under
the Abhiyan, such asawareness sessions
on DAJGUA objectives and impact, dis-
tribution of IEC materials by various
departments, informative stalls by gov-
ernment departments showcasing
welfare schemes, awareness drives on
PMAY surveys and, scheme briefings
bydepartmentsincluding Agriculture,

Horticulture, Health, ICDS, Social Wel-
fare, Revenue, Sheep Husbandry,among
others.The campsalso facilitated inter-
active sessions between officials and
community members, enabling real-
time grievanceredressal, identification
of service delivery gaps, and fostering
meaningful public engagement.
Citizens appreciated the government’s
commitment to grassroots empower-
ment and pledged their active support
and cooperation throughout the cam-
paign period.

The campaign is being closely moni-
tored by the District Development Com-
missioner Anantnag, with regular
reviews to ensure effective implemen-
tation.

Awareness camp on
PMFME scheme held
atMoshwara Keller

| HT NEWS DESK

SHOPIAN, JUNE 27: Continuing its outreach
programme towards awareness about Prime
Ministers Formalization of Micro Food Process-
ing Enterprises (PMFME) scheme in district
Shopian, department of Horticulture Planning
& Marketing, Area marketing Office/DNO
PMFME Shopiantoday organized fourthaware-
ness programme on PMFME scheme at Mosh-
wara Keller.

Potential individual entrepreneurs particu-
larly members from FPOs and individuals of
the block participated in the event. Officers/
officials from Area Marketing office and line
departmentsviz Agriculture and Horticulture
Production departments attended the pro-
gramme.

GMI Shopian addressed the gathering and
presented an in-depth insight and potential
scope of the scheme in the district particu-
larlyin Keller Block. Officers from line depart-
ments and KVK Shopian also deliberated on
benefits of availing the scheme and also help
the farmer community to curb post harvest
lossesinHorticulture and Agriculture sectors.
Expressing the desire, some potential entre-
preneurs were registered on spot. GMI Shop-
ian shared the entire registration and docu-
mentation process with the participants.

spirited celebration of unityin
diversity, a dynamic and cul-
turally richIECcamp was orga-
nized today at Nilgrath, Block
Gund, under the ongoing
Dharti AabaJanjatiya Abhiyan.
Theeventemerged asasymbol
of tribal solidarity, social
empowerment, and the lin-
guistic diversity that defines
district Ganderbal.

The camp witnessed over-
whelming participation from
members of the Gujjar, Baker-
wal, Shina, Balti,and Dard com-
munities, reflecting the dis-
trict'svibrant multilingual and
multicultural society.

From traditional attire and
dialects tofolksongsand com-
munity narratives, the camp
transformed into a living
mosaic of tribal identity and
heritage.Senior officials and
resource persons fromvarious
line departments including
Health, Education, Social Wel-
fare,ICDS, Agriculture, Animal
Husbandry,and Rural Develop-
menttook partinthe outreach.
They delivered targeted
awareness on welfare schemes
viz. PM-JANMAN, PM-JAY
SEHAT, Mission Shakti, PMAY-
G, livelihood programs under
NRLM, and scholarship initia-
tives tailored for Scheduled
Tribe (ST) beneficiaries.

The resource persons passion-

atelyarticulated the objectives
of the Dharti Aaba Abhiyan
aiming at holistic tribal devel-
opment, improved service
delivery, and socio-economic
inclusion.

Special focus was given to
enabling tribal youth and
women thorough access to
education, health care, digital
services, and entrepreneur-
ship.Participants expressed
deep appreciation to the Gov-
ernment of India and the dis-
trictadministration Ganderbal
for bringing governance to
their doorsteps.

Many community representa-
tives called for more frequent
camps to ensure regular
engagement, policy awareness,
and participatory develop-
ment.The camp concluded
with renewed commitment
fromboth officials and citizens
to carry forward the spirit of
the Dharti AabaJanjatiya Abhi-
yan fostering inclusion, dig-
nity, and development for all

tribal communities, while
safeguarding their languages,
customs, and collective iden-
tity. The camp witnessed over-
whelming participation from
members of the Gujjar, Baker-
wal, Shina, Balti,and Dard com-
munities, reflecting the dis-
trict’svibrant multilingual and
multicultural society.

From traditional attire and
dialectstofolk songs and com-
munity narratives, the camp
transformed into a living
mosaic of tribal identity and
heritage.Senior officials and
resource persons fromvarious
line departments including
Health, Education, Social Wel-
fare,ICDS, Agriculture, Animal
Husbandry,and Rural Develop-
ment took partin the outreach.
They delivered targeted
awareness on welfare schemes
viz. PM-JANMAN, PM-JAY
SEHAT, Mission Shakti, PMAY-
G, livelihood programs under
NRLM, and scholarship initia-
tives tailored for Scheduled.

Bandipora secures 2nd Rank in North Zone under
Aspirational Block Programme of Govt of India

n HT NEWS DESK

BANDIPORA, JUNE 27: In a significant milestone
for grassroots development, District Bandipora

the DCsaid, “We are working with a clear mission
to bring Bandipora to the number one position,
ensuring 100% saturation under every develop-
ment indicator.”This recognition not only brings ]

DLIC Kupwara Approves 24 Cases
Under Mission YUVA Scheme

HT NEWS DESK Officer highlighted the importance of

hassecured the 2nd rankin the NorthZone under
the prestigious Aspirational Block Programme
(ABP) of NITI Aayog, Government of India.

This recognition reflects the district's effective
governance, sustained developmental progress,
and commitment to inclusive growth.

Under this nationwide programme, Tulail Block
of Bandipora was selected by the Government of
India as the focal block for targeted interventions.
Since its inclusion, focused efforts across key
sectors such as health, education, agriculture,
financialinclusion, and basicinfrastructure have
yielded measurable improvements.

The achievement has been made possible under
the mentorship of Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Bandipora, Manzoor Ahmad Qadri, whose leader-
ship and coordination have driven impactful
results on the ground.Speaking on the occasion,

immense pride to the district but also makes
Bandiporaeligible foranaward incentive ofRs.2.5
crore, which will be utilized to further strength-
en development interventions, bridge service
delivery gaps, and improve the quality of life for
residents, particularly in aspirational and under-
served blocks.

DC extended his gratitude to all departments,
field functionaries,and community stakeholders
whose collective efforts made this success pos-
sible. The recognition is not just a mark of past
achievementbut a motivation to continue driving
holistic and inclusive progress in every corner of
Bandipora.Aspirational Block Programme aims
toimprove governance and service delivery across
keyindicators such as Health & Nutrition, Educa-
tion, Agriculture & Allied Services, Basic Infra-
structure, and Social Development.

Kupwara, June 27: In a major step
towards promoting youth entrepreneur-
ship and self-employmentinthe district,
the District Level Implementation Com-
mittee (DLIC) Kupwara today approved
24 cases under the Mission YUVA (Yuva
Udyamita Vikas Abhiyan) scheme.

The meeting was held at the DC Office
Kupwara under the direction of Deputy
Commissioner Kupwara, Ms. Ayushi
Sudan, and was chaired by the Nodal
Officer, Mr. Sameer Jaan. The objective
was toreview and approve applications
submitted by young aspiring entrepre-
neurs under the Mission YUVA nitiative,
which aims to provide financial assis-
tance and capacity-building support to

youth for starting and sustaining their
businesses.

Officers from the concerned depart-
ments presented a detailed review of
the applications. After careful scrutiny
anddiscussions,the Committee approved
24 eligible cases for further financial
support and guidance.

Speaking on the occasion, the Nodal

Mission YUVAinempoweringlocal youth
and helping them build sustainable live-
lihoods. He emphasized the need for
effective awareness campaigns and
asked the District Employment & Coun-
selling Centre Kupwara to reach out to
more eligible youth and encourage their
participation in the scheme.
The approval of these cases is expected
to boost entrepreneurial spirit among
youth and contribute to the overall eco-
nomic development of the district

The meeting was attended by Chief
Planning Officer Mr. Parvaiz Ahmad
Lone, Assistant Director Employment
Mr. Arshid Qadir Bhat, Lead District
Manager (LDM), and other committee
members.

MD KPDCL reviews progress of power arrangements for Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra-2025 at Baltal

n HT NEWS DESK

GANDERBAL, JUNE 26: Managing
Director (MD) Kashmir Power Dis-
tribution Corporation Limited (KPD-
CL), Mahmood Ahmad Shah accom-
panied by the Chief Engineer
(Distribution) KPDCL, Er.Aqiba;
Superintending Engineer O&M Circle
Ganderbal, Er.Arshad Hussain Reshi,
conducted an extensive review of
the ongoing works and preparedness
for the upcoming Shri Amarnath Ji
Yatra 2025 at Baltal.

During the on-ground review, MD
took detailed stock of the power
infrastructurebeing putin place and
issued cleardirectives tofield officers

@ 00 ©

tomaintaininterruption free (24x7)
power supply throughout the Yatra
period.

Superintending Engineer apprised
thatallrequisite arrangements have
been putinplace for the Yatra, which
is scheduled to commence on 3rd
July 2025.

He briefed the MD on the illumina-
tion arrangements made along the
Yatra Track and various locations at
Baltal, Domail, Ranga-Morh, Y- Junc-
tion, Baltal - Domail Road, Govt and
Security Tents/ Huts, Shrine Board
offices, Langers, tented additional
accommodations including the
deployment of DG sets and portable
Gensets of varying capacities.

MD alsoinspected the recently com-

missioned underground electrical
infrastructure for restoration of Grid
connectivity from RayilPathri Km
5.00uptoHoly Caveincludinginstal-

lation of DTs and octagonal lighting
poles along the entire Yatra Track.

It was informed that adequate fuel
stocks are available at all sites, with

regular replenishment protocols in
place. A sufficient number of buffer
Distribution Transformers (DTs)and
standby DG sets have also been sta-
tioned to meet any unforeseen con-
tingencies.

MD alsoinspected the recently cre-
ated Distribution Substations for
newly developed infrastructural
facilities and CRPF Camp at Baltal &
installation of solar street lights at
variouslocationsincludinginstalla-
tion of 7 Mtrlong Octagonal Lighting
Poles at Pony Stand for additional
Lighting Arrangements.

He appreciated the dedication and
professionalism ofthe engineersand
field staff working tirelessly, often
in challenging terrain and adverse

weather conditions, to ensure seam-
less power arrangements for the
Yatra. He emphasized that no stone
must be left unturned in delivering
efficient services to the pilgrims and
assured that the management will
remain fully supportive and respon-
sive tothe needs of the teams onthe
ground.

“This sacred Yatra is a matter of col-
lective responsibility. KPDCL will
ensure that the power supply frame-
work remains resilient, responsive,
and fully equipped to serve the thou-
sands of pilgrims undertaking the
holy journey,” MD stated, while
reiterating his commitment to pro-
vide all necessary institutional sup-
port to field units.
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HT EDITORIAL

Make marriage assistance
scheme a vibrant scheme

Afew daysback the Minister for Social Welfare Sakee-
na Masood ltoo said that the union territory government
is seriously contemplating dropping the education clause
fromthe marriage assistance scheme announcedforthe
poor girls. As on date the scheme envisages that any girl
applyingforthe marriage assistance scheme shouldhave
atleast passed the eighth class examination. The clause
is somewhat absurd and it is not in tune with the overaill
benefits of the scheme.

The social welfare minister was quite right in her con-
tention that there is no need to include the provision of
education in the marriage assistance scheme that is in
vogue in Jammu & Kashmir for some time now. Since the
scheme has been launched for providing marriage
assistance to the downtrodden girls there is no need fo
check the academic career of a girl aspiring to get mar-
riedunderthis scheme. Itis quite obvious that a girl getting
married under this scheme would nothave readfoo much.

Since the education expenses are very high in the
modern times only that girl can get education whose
family background is rich in financial matters and does
not have to run from pillar to post in order to meet the
educational expenses. The families that are not finan-
cially sound want their daughters fo get married off at a
young age and the education is the least preference for
suchfamilies. Insuch ascenario attaching the education
ridertothe marriage assistance schemeismindboggling
and needs to be done away with.

Whenthe scheme waslauncheditwas envisaged that
anamountof Rs. 50,000 would be given to the girls getting
married underthe marriage assistance scheme. With the
passage of time a change was made in the financial
grant aspect and as on date the amount being given is
Rs. 75,000. As the expenses of the marriage in Jammu &
Kashmirare huge the amount of Rs. 75,000is also meagre
and it needs to be enhanced to atleast one lakh rupees.

It is the responsibility of the incumbent union territory
government fo provide every assistance to the girls get-
tingmarried underthe marriage assistance scheme. One
can hope that the reform measures will be taken with
respect to this scheme and it would cover all the basic
things needed for the marriage of a girl. The sooner it is
done the betterit willbe forthe concerned families espe-
cially, girls.

S AHEADLINES

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

Chief Patron Of Lubaab Publications Group:
Syed Sad Ud Din Bukhari (Saidi),

Printer Publisher, Owner And Editor:
Syed Jahangir Bukhari,

Printed At: Lubaab Publications, Radio
Colony Gund Hassibhat Lawaipora
Srinagar -190017,

Gen. Manager: Sheikh Mushtaq Ahmad
Cell No - 9697071471,

Editorial Section: 7006846797,
Multimedia Section: 9419008414,
Advertisement Section: 9697071471

RNI No: Jkeng/2011/39231

Labourers; The Unsun
Heroes of Our Societ

m Altaf Hussain Peerzada

In the heart of every community;,
whether in a bustling city or a quiet
village, there are people who work
tirelessly with their hands and
hearts—ourlabourers. Brick by brick,
field by field, they build our homes,
cleanour streets, cultivate our crops,
and shape our world. And yet, far too
often, they are overlooked, mistreat-
ed, or taken for granted.

Itishigh time we remind ourselves
of abasic yet powerful truth: labour-
ers are human beings, just like us—
with families, dreams,emotions,and
responsibilities. They deserve not just
our respect, but our love, encourage-
ment, and support.

HeroesUnderthe ScorchingSun
These are not ordinary days. The
scorching summer heat sparesnoone,
and yet, labourers continue their
duties under the open sun, often with-
out proper shelter or rest. I have per-

enthusiasm, dedication, and disci-
pline.Ithumbles me deeply.Ifeel like
hugging them for their unmatched
courage and sincerity.

Imagine workinglong hours under
a brutal sun, drenched in sweat,
clothes soaked, bodies exhausted,
and yet, no complaint. Why? Because
they have families waiting athome—
mouths to feed, children to educate,
and dreams to fulfill. Their sweat is
sacred; it is the mark of honest, halal
earning.

HT - EXCLUSIVE
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used to devalue or degrade. Let us
treat them as family. Talk to them
with kindness. Smile when you see
them. Offer water or shade when
possible. Askhow their day was. These
little gestures cost us nothing but
mean the world to them.

Do not scold or demean them,
especially not for petty reasons. They
work harder than most, and still face
therisk of exploitation, disrespect, or
delayed wages. Be the change. Pay
them on time. Honour their work by

work. Share aword of appreciation.
Let them know that their work mat-
ters, becauseit truly does. No build-
ing stands, no crop grows, no road
stretches forward without the hand
of a labourer behind it.

Allah Sees Everything

Remember, Allahis watching. The
way we treat those who work for us
reflects our character and our deen.
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) said: “Pay the worker his
wages before his sweatdries.” Thatis
the standard of Islam. Let us not fall
short of it.

Show mercy to those under you,
and Allah will show mercy to you.
Uplift them, support them,and make
them feel human, honoured, and
valued.

Toall the labourers out there: You
are our heroes. You inspire us with
your strength, your resilience, and
your unwavering commitment. We
salute your hard work and pray for
your health and happiness. May your
hands that build the world be always
blessed.

Let us all make a pledge—not just
in words but in actions—to respect,
support,and love ourlabourers. They
deserve more than just wages—they
deserve our heartfelt gratitude.

sonally watched them work during
these unbearable temperatures—with

Letusnottreatthemas"labourers”
in the way the word is sometimes

honoring their worth.

Encourage them. Praise their

sdestiny.peerzada518@gmiaiil.
com

The Th|rd Eye Entering the Age of Intelligence

m Vijay Garg

The success of Information Technology revolution
caused the transition of the world from the Indus-
trial Age to the Age of Information but the advent
of Artificial Intelligence (Al) is expediting another
transformational shift- from the Information Age
to the Age of Intelligence propelled by the basic fact
that ‘all intelligence is information but all informa-
tion is not intelligence’.

This shift is compelled by the reality that there
was no competitive gain from having information
thateverybody else also had and that it is the own-
ership of ‘exclusive knowledge’ called Intelligence
that gave one advantage over the others.

Al applications are becoming a means of gener-
ating and accessing such knowledge largely through
Data Analytics. Any information of intelligence
value has to be ‘reliable’ but also ‘futuristic’ in the
sense thatitindicates the ‘opportunities’ and ‘risks’
lying ahead and thus opens the pathway to gainful
action. To the extent a system of algorithms can be
put in place to produce ‘insights’ during the analy-
sis of data, this came closer to bridging the gap
between ‘Artificial’ and ‘Human’ intelligence. Fun-
damentally, however, Al was an ‘assistant’ for and

not a ‘substitute’ for human intelligence.

Someone rightly said that Artificial Intelligence
backed by Large Language Models(LLMs)canbecome
the ultimate repository of human knowledge but
even when it might be able to decide what was
‘factually true or false’ it could not take the steward-
ship of determining what is ‘right or wrong’. This
canonlybe done by the human mind thatisequipped
with ‘intuition’ rooted in conscience, piety and a
capacity to think for the future.

The power of logic -another singular feature of
the human mind- derives from a combination of
pastexperience, the capacity toobserve and analyse
information and the ability to see things in a ‘cause
and effect’ mode. To a limited extent ‘logic’ can be
built into the ‘machine learning’ but only in a bor-
rowed way.

Moreover, human conduct is often conditioned
by the ‘system of moral values’ followed at the
personal level-biases and wishful thinking are often
built into any system of morality- and this is yet
another areawhere Artificial Intelligence would not
be able to substitute the human mind.

Al essentially works on data in the memory and
the Language Models enhanceits outreach todemog-
raphies and customs bringing it somewhat closer
to human behaviour but what stands out in all of
this is the fact that Al cannot be freed from the
‘input-output’ principle.

Albert Einstein famously said that ‘imagination
was more important than knowledge’- he was not
referring to the trait of wildly imagining things that
some people might have but was defining the human
capacity tosee beyond the datain frontand perceive
what lay ahead. In a way, he was alluding to the

ability of the human mind not to ‘miss the wood for
the tree’.

Imagination and human feedback are greatassets
in both business and personal lives and they mark
outhumanintelligence from the machine-led oper-
ation. They both are of great help in the areas of
Customer Relations Management- since they made
it possible to personalise this relationship -as well
as Risk Assessment which no successful enterprise
could do without.

It is important to know the difference between
‘intelligence’ that tests the reach of the human mind
and ‘machinelearning’ that hasits ownboundaries.

Intelligence by definition is information that
givesyouanindication of ‘what lies ahead’ -Artificial
Intelligence is therefore going to buy itsimportance
from its capacity to produce ‘predictive’ readings.

Al has the limitation of being able to only read
‘patterns’ in the data examined by it and if the data
was about the footprints left behind in the public
domain by the ‘adversary’ or the ‘competitor’, this
could enable data analytics to throw light at least
on the ‘modus operandi’ of the opponent and indi-
cate how thelatter would possibly move next. There
is a partial application of ‘logic’ here though not of
‘imagination’ which was an exclusive trait of the
human mind.If Alcannotbe a substitute for human
intelligence the best use of it is in making it an
‘assistant’ for the latter and this is precisely what
explains the phenomenal advancement of Al in
professional and business fields.

Vijay Garg Retired Principal Educational
columnist Eminent Educationist street kour
Chand MHR Malout Punjab

Achlevmg Success in IGNOU’s MSc Environmental Science

m Sahil Manzoor

Peopleofany nationwhoacquire education
forchange always produce world-classleaders,
and inany nation where people acquire educa-
tionforemployment, etc.,theywill neverachieve
their goals and live the life of slaves.

Acquiring education has no barrier; any
individual can achieve his or her life goals.
Education has no limits. Education is some-
thing with which one can achieve eternal
peace and life goals that can utterly change
the whole world. In our country, everyone has
alegitimate right to acquire education at any
level. There are thousands of NGOS, or gov-
ernment-sponsored wings, who are empha-
sizing illiterate and downtrodden people to
come towards the light ofeducation. An edu-
cated individualis fully laced with all that he

or she needs to combat in his or her life. Edu-
cated people are rich, not poor; they are
intelligent, not dull; they are honest,and they
never cheatyou. Educated people always help
andlend their hands towards the development
of a nation. Education is something that has
such a unique and rare pleasure that edu-
cated people alwaystrytotroubleshoot things
withoutanyviolence.Soall the educated ones
should keep in mind that they should always
embrace love for others, peace for everyone,
and say no to all types of violence. Always
keep in mind that we are all one. Everyone
has emotions, pain, and sentiments; extend
your sympathy to every human being. That’s
the real meaning of an educated individual.
Every human should feel safe and secure
within the parameters of an educated and
sensible individual.

Sowe are all well aware of the greatimpor-
tance of being educated, and we can change
things utterly at home, in society, and in the
country. We have no limitations; we can learn
as much as we can. We can experience every-
thing surrounding us, and we can experience
all the cultures of different societies in our
country.

Today in this article,1am going to explore

and let youknow, how you canachieve success
as a master in environmental science. As in
the past,IGNOU (Indira Gandhi National Open
University) offers only admissions in the arts
stream,commerce,and some diploma cours-
es. You may know all this from the IGNOU
official website. But things are not the same
for all, like students who have some financial
issuesin their families and students who want
to continue their studies, but they are engaged
in some jobs and have their own businesses.
For anyone who has given up their studies for
somereason, IGNOU provides them with great
and awesome opportunities that will allow
them to continue their studies and give new
shape to their dreams. In the recent past, all
the science subjects were taken into consid-
erationonaregularbasis. As we know, science
isbased on practicals and observations. Keep-
ing in mind the students willingness, IGNOU
introduced amastersinenvironmental science
in2021 and may have introduced more cours-
es in the science stream. Today, there are
thousands of students with master’s degrees
in environmental science and bachelor’s
degrees in science. The discipline is com-
pletely based on practicals. All the study
centers held practical work during holidays

or winters. If you want to enroll yourself in
anenvironmental science course, go through
theIGNOU website,and you willlearn all you
want.

Aftergettingadmission, bringalltherelevant
material from the IGNOU regional center in
Srinagaror prepare yourown handwrittennotes
that might help you in the exam. IGNOU holds
examsintwoseasons, likeinJuneandinDecem-
bereveryyear.Alwayskeepintouchwithfriends,
or regularly check the IGNOU official website.
Maintain practical note books with proper
observations and accurate or approximate
readings you have recorded or taken during a
practical class. There are four semesters in a
masters in environmental science, and in the
third semester, you have towork on the project
work. Most of the students are hesitating and
afraid of this project.

How do I prepare a project for a master’s in
environmental science?

Firstofall, visityour study centerifyou have
completed the first two semesters. Address an
application to the program coordinator that
mentions providing a project guide, and after
allottedaprojectguide, contacthim, thenselect
any topic like “solid waste management in
Doodhpathri” or whatever you have held onto.

Collectinformationabout the synopsis, brief
about what you have selected, mention the
study area, mention materials required, etc.
after the approval of the synopsis of the work
project.Iwould like to suggest one thing: there
are studentswho are getting ready-made proj-
ects from some Xerox shops, etc.; always keep
yourselfengaged.lhopeyouwillgetgood marks,
getyour degree withinastipulated period,and
engage yourself with the project; it will take
you a few months. Plagiarism is prohibited. In
this case, your projectworkmay bedisapproved,
and you have to start it from the initial point. If
you are smart, alert, honest, hardworking, and
have patience, then this world is yours in all
respects. After the completion of this degree,
you are equivalently eligible for all the com-
petitive exams, as others are, like the NET
(national eligibility test) and SET (state eligibil-
ity test), etc.Education is indeed limitless and
transformative. IGNOU’s flexible learning
approach makes it possible for many to pursue
higher education despite challenges. Your
encouragementtobe honest, hardworking,and
patientis the key message every student needs
to hear.

sahilmanzoor0401@gmail.com

Views,Opinions, facts etc Expressed by the Authors are their Own and Headlines Today doesn't acknowledge the viewpoint in any manner. And the claims made by the advertisers,

promoters through their write-ups need to be ascertained by the readers and Headlines Today Shall not be held responsible for any misleading information in any manner...

® 00 ©

00 ¢

CMK



®

CM K
S AHEADLINES

Srinagar, Saturday

28-June-2025

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

r@ @headlinestodaydaily

HT - OPED

“ @headlinestoday

B @headlinestodaynews i

Sharkoot in Kupwara
The Untrodden Tourist Destination

k2

AT

m Javaid Bhat

Nestled alongside the lush green pine
forests of Kupwara district, the village of
Sharkoot Tarathpora holds within it the
quiet potential of a picturesque tourist
destination. Tucked away from the rush of
citiesand chaos of modernlife, this serene
hamlet offers a naturalretreat blessed with
tranquil beauty, openspaces,and anemerg-
ing promise.

Whatsets Sharkoot apartisits diverse
natural charm. Towering pine trees sway
gently in the mountain breeze, offering
cool shade and fresh air to visitors and
locals alike. The spacious playfield at the
heart of the village has become a lively
hub where children run free, elders
gather, and young people find a sense of
belonging. Adding to its allure is a min-
iature children's park—arecentinitiative
that has added colour and joy to this
quiet landscape.

Water, the soul of nature, flows gently
through Sharkoot in the form of sparkling
ponds and asmalldam close to the village.
These not only add to the scenic appeal
but serve as tranquil spots for reflection,
relaxation, and rejuvenation. In recent
years, more and more local families have
begun frequenting these spots, turning
weekends and evenings into shared
moments of peace and joy.

Some developmental work has already
beeninitiated toboost thearea's potential.
Footpaths, fencing,and recreational struc-
tures signal the beginning of transforma-
tion. However, a government-constructed
hut—intended perhaps as a rest house or
tourist facilitation centre—lies abandoned
and neglected. Withalittle care and reno-
vation, this hut could serve as a central
attraction, offering shelter, tea points, or

i HT - EXCLUSIVE

Water, the soul of nature, flows gently through Sharkoot in the
form of sparkling ponds and a small dam close to the village.
These not only add to the scenic appeal but serve as tranquil
spots for reflection, relaxation, and rejuvenation. In recent
years, more and more local families have begun frequenting
these spots, turning weekends and evenings info shared
moments of peace and joy.

even a cultural display corner for tourists.

The people of Sharkoot,Amarghad are
warm, welcoming, and eager to see their
village bloom into a peaceful tourist des-
tination. What it now needs is a focused
effort from the administration, encourage-
ment from eco-tourism planners, and
support from locals to preserve its beauty
while opening it up for sustainable devel-
opment.

Withits natural greenery, water bodies,
community spirit,and scenic charm, Shar-
koot Tarathpora can well emerge as a
"nature lover's escape”—a quiet call from
the heart of Kashmir thatinvites travellers,
trekkers, and thinkers alike.

Let us not allow its promise to fade.
With timely attention and joint efforts,
Sharkoot can transform from a hidden
beautyintoacelebrated destinationon the
valley’s tourism map.

Tobacco’s Silent Damage: How

It Destroys Health and Homes

m By Syed Maijid Gilani

Have we ever truly reflected on how deeply tobacco affects not
just individual users, but entire families and generations? What
was once used as a medicinal herb in ancient times has today
become one of the most quietly destructive addictions in our
society. Tobaccodoesn’tjustharm the body;, it affects minds, weak-
ens homes, and silently passes from one generation to the next.

The damage beginsthe moment nicotine, the addictive substance
in tobacco, enters the bloodstream. It quickly affects the brain,
disturbs its natural balance, weakens nerves, harms the heart,
reducesimmunity, affects digestion, spoils oral health, and disturbs
emotional well-being. Over time, it dulls the senses of taste and
smell,and slowly drains vitality. Yet, many people wrongly believe
tobaccorelievesstress.Inreality, it worsens problems, invitesillness,
and adds silent burdens to life.

Among the most ignored, yet harmful forms of this addiction
are chewable tobacco products like Ghutka, Naswar, Pan-Masala,
and other flavored substances. These are inexpensive, easily avail-
able, and often contain dangerous chemicals. They are directly
linked to mouth cancer, dental problems, ulcers and impaired
mental focus. In many cases, children, observing their elders at
home, unconsciously pick up these habits without understanding
the risks. The early effects, stained teeth, poor concentration, and
weak memory, quietly take root, affecting their mental and emo-
tional well-being.

Cigarettes and bidis, rolled tobacco leaves tied with a thread,
are equally dangerous. They damage the lungs, increase the risk of
cancers, weaken the heart, and impair breathing. Bidis, often
wrongly considered a “lighter” or “cheaper” alternative, actually
deliver more nicotine and harmful chemicals than cigarettes. The
smoke frombothfillshomeswithinvisible toxins, affecting children
and non-smoking family members alike.

Hookah, another traditionally accepted form of tobacco use, is

mistakenly thought to be safer because its smoke passes through
water. In reality, a single hookah session can expose a person to
more smoke and harmful chemicals than several cigarettes. The
flavored tobaccousedin hookahs carries the same deadlyrisks and
addiction. Naswar, a moist paste or powder placed under the lip or
inside the cheek, is particularly harmful. It can cause mouth cancer,
digestive problems, and mental disturbance. Pan-Masala and other
similar products may appear harmless, but slowly erode oral health,
often leaving people unable to eat, speak, or swallow properly.

The truthIs, every form of tobacco, whether smoked, chewed,
inhaled, or dipped, is extremely harmful and dangerous. No type
is safe or risk-free. Whether it comes as a cigarette, bidi, hookah,
Ghutka, Naswar, Pan-Masala, or any other product, it damages the
body, poisons the mind, and silently harms the family. The tragedy
lies in how society tends to excuse these habits in the name of old
customs, ignorance, or poverty, forgetting that no justification is
enough to allow slow self-destruction and damage to future gen-
erations. In many poor families and certain communities, this
addiction has become so normalized that tobacco is purchased
alongside groceries like rice, flour, and vegetables. Elders openly
use it, children quietly observe, and the cycle continues. What'’s
most concerning is the casual acceptance of this habit. Even when
addicted parents advise their children to avoid it, their words
carry little weight, as children imitate what they see. Parents, rela-
tives and neighbours, rather than discouraging the habit, defend it
with remarks like, “Everyone uses it, what'’s the harm?”

Itistime for families,communities, schools,and healthworkers
to unite against this silent menace. Awareness campaigns, simple
educational programs, counseling, and strict, effectively imple-
mented laws are essential. Schools must actively educate children
aboutthese dangers, while townsand villages should run outreach
programs to help families free themselves from this cycle. Most
importantly, parents must realize that sometimes the greatestrisk
their child faces is not from the outside world, but from what they
unknowingly learn'within their own home.

Weoweittoourchildren,and the generations to come, toaddress
thisissue with honesty and courage. If we remainsilent, this addic-
tion will quietly continue destroying our health and homes.

Syed'Maijid Gilani is a government officer by profession,
and a writer by passion, sharing thoughts on family, values,
and human emotions. He can be reached at
syedmaijidé676@gmail.com.
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DCinspects progress of Multi Storey Car Parking Project at Doda
Emphasises timely completion, quality constru

[ HT NEWS DESK

DODA, JUNE 27: Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Harvinder Singh conducted a
thorough inspection of the under-con-
struction Multi Storey Car Parking Facil-
ityin Doda town-amajorinfrastructure
initiative aimed at reducing traffic con-
gestionand improving parking manage-
ment in the urban center of the district.
During the visit, the DC Doda reviewed
the pace and quality of ongoing civil
works being executed under the super-
vision of the Public Works Department
(R&B). He directed the executing agen-
cy tostrictly adhere to the set timelines
and maintain the highest quality stan-

dards.

Additional Deputy

KumarThakur, Tehsildar, Executive Offi-
cer Municipal Council and officials from
PWD (R&B) accompanied the DC. The
team assessed the technical and struc-

Commissioner Anil

tural aspects of the project, including
challenges related to material supply,
site drainage and alignment with the
approved Detailed Project Report(DPR).
While issuing on-spot instructions, the

DCemphasized theimportance ofincor-
porating an effective rainwater drainage
system, ensuring construction site
safety and creatingintegrated entry and
exit points for both vehicles and pedes-
trians. He furtherinstructed the Munic-
ipal Council to begin preparations for a
comprehensive trafficmanagement plan
tobeimplemented upon project comple-
tion, with the goal of optimizing the
facility’s use.

Highlighting the significance of the proj-
ect,the DCDodareiterated that the multi
storey parking facility is expected to
ease congestion, particularly in Bus
Stand, Hospital Road, and Market areas,
where haphazard parking remains a
persistent issue.

DFCO team recovers cache of
intoxicants at Jammu

m  HTNEWS DESK

JAMMU, JUNE 27: In a
major crackdownonillegal
drug trafficking, sleuths
of Drugs & Food Control
Organisation seized a sig-
nificant consignment
comprising 04500 intox-
icant tablets (Tapentadol)
& 400 Capsules (Pregaba-
1in-300) from the posses-
sion of a suspected drug
peddler.Actingonatip-off,
the enforcement team
conducted a targeted
operationandintercepted
the individual, who was
found in possession of a
large quantity of pharma-
ceutical tablets catego-
rized as intoxicants/habit
forming drugs. The con-
signment, which lacked
valid documentation and
licenses, was confiscated
and sent for further analy-
sis.The preliminary inqui-
ry revealed that the
accused was involved in
interstate smuggling of
intoxicating drugs through
aclandestine manner and
has resorted to unfair

DEO Reasi convenes
interactive session with
media persons, influencers to
amplify voter awareness

m  HTNEWS DESK

REASI, JUNE 27: District
Election Officer (DEO)
Nidhi Malik today con-
vened aninteractive ses-
sion with media repre-
sentatives, ElectionIcons,
and social media influ-
encers of district Reasi to
promote greater voter
awareness and strength-
en democratic engage-
ment in the region. The
event highlighted the
pivotal role of media and
digital platforms in dis-
seminatingaccurateelec-
toral information and
encouraging public par-
ticipation.

means by forging the
licenses of aChemist Shop
and was indulging in pro-
curing such consignments
through impersonation
with malafide intent and
was selling these prepara-
tions to the drug addicts.
The accused has been
takeninto custody,andan
investigationis underway
todetermine the intended
distribution network of
the seized substances.The
operationwasinitiated by
ArchanaMujoo,ADC(HQ)
Jammu and executed by
a team of Drugs Control
Officers Tej Veer Singh
Sodi, Nisar Ahmed Dar &
Amit Mahajan under the
Supervision of Arvind
Sharma, Assistant Drugs
Controller, Jammu.

State Drugs Controller,
J&K Lotika Khajuria has

Aspirational Block Programme
Mankote rises to top position in Jammu
Division, 9th Spot at National level

n HT NEWS DESK

POONCH,JUNE27: BlockMankote
has achieved a significant mile-
stone by securing No. 1 rank in
Jammu Division and an impres-
sive 9th rank at the national
level under the Aspirational Block
Programme (ABP) rankings
released by NITI Aayog for Quar-
ter 4 of 2024.

This remarkable progress has
been made possible under the
visionary leadership and active
supervision of Deputy Commis-
sioner Vikas Kundal. The Block,
whichwasranked 348thin Quar-
ter 2 02024, rose to99thrankin
Quarter 3 and has now climbed
to 9th rank, marking one of the

fastest improvements recorded
nationwide.Officials attributed
the success to the dedicated
efforts of all line departments,
coordinated implementation by
the Block Development Officer
Mankote, and continuous techni-
calsupportby Aspirational Block
Programme Fellow who hasbeen
actively engaged in monitoring
keyindicatorsand driving devel-
opmentinterventions.Significant
contributions were also made by
the Assistant Commissioner
Development and the District
Statistical and Evaluation Officer,
Poonch, who are the designated
Nodal Officers for the Aspira-
tional Block Programme in the
district. Their close coordination,
regular reviews, and guidance

have played a crucial role in
achieving this landmark perfor-
mance.District Development
Commissioner Vikas Kundal com-
mended the team’s commitment
and hard work, stating that this
achievement reflects the collec-
tive resolve to improve core sec-
tors such as health, education,
agriculture and infrastructure.
He emphasised the importance
of sustaining this momentum to
furtherenhance the quality of life
fortheresidents of Block Mankote.
The District Administration has
reiterated its commitment to
providing all necessary support
andresourcestoensure thatBlock
Mankote continues to set new
benchmarksindevelopmentand
good governance.

| HT NEWS DESK

BHADERWAH, JUNE 27: Dis-
trict Development Council
(DDC) Chairman Doda Dhan-
anter Singh Kotwal today
flagged off the annual Chandi
Mata Yatra from Cheka Gura-
kha to the revered shrine of
Chandi Mata located at Dudu
Basantgarh. The yatra marks
asignificant spiritual journey
undertaken by hundreds of
devotees each year to seek
blessings and participate in
the sacred tradition.

The flag-off ceremony wit-
nessed the participation of a
large number of enthusiastic
pilgrims, local residents and
community leaders. The air
was filled with chants of devo-
tion as devotees, dressed in
traditional attire, began their
journey amid spiritual fervor.
The shrine of Chandi Mata at
DuduBasantgarhis considered

DDC Chairman flags off
Annual Chandi Mata Yatra
from Cheka Gurakha to Dudu
Basantgarh

apowerful centre of faithand
devotion, attracting pilgrims
from various parts of the dis-
trictand neighboring regions.
While addressing the gather-
ing,the DDC Chairmanempha-
sized the spiritual, culturaland
unifying significance of the
yatra. He praised the role of
local administration, police
and volunteers in ensuring
smooth arrangements and
security during the pilgrimage.
He urged the pilgrims to
uphold cleanliness, maintain
discipline and support the
spirit of harmony during the
journey.

The Chandi Mata Yatra is not
only areligious event but also
an occasion that showcases
the rich cultural heritage of
theregion. It strengthens com-
munal bonds and brings
together people from different
walks of lifeinashared expres-
sion of faith and devotion.

said that the operation
reflects the commitment
of the Drugs Control
Department to curb the
illegal circulation of
restricted pharmaceutical
preparations to avoid their
misuse.

During the session, DEO
Nidhi Malik acknowl-
edged theinfluential role
of media professionals
and digital content cre-
ators in shaping public
opinion and urged them
to further amplify voter-
centric messaging. She
emphasized the impor-
tance of the Systematic
Voters’ Education and
Electoral Participation
(SVEEP) programme in
fostering inclusive,
informed and active citi-
zen engagement in the
electoral process.DEO
Reasi Ms. Malik also
encouraged the Election
Icons of Reasito continue
inspiring .

DD Dentistry reviews
progress of ABHIM Works in
Poonch, Rajouri districts

[ HT NEWS DESK

JAMMU, JUNE27: Dy Director
Dentistry Jammu Dr. Sanjay
Sharma conducted a whirl-
wind tour of Poonch and
Rajouri Districts to review
progress of ABHIM Works.He
visited SDH Surankote and
CHCMandiwhere heinspect-
ed the medical facilities.

He went round all sections of
the health institutions to
assess the availability of criti-
cal health infrastructure. At
SDH Surankote he inspected
the progress of the under con-
struction Block Public Health
Unit.The DD Dentistry also
visited Critical Care Block
(CCB) and District Integrated
Public Health Lab (DIPHL) at
District Hospital Poonch to
check the progress of con-
struction work. He took stock
of healthcare facilities being
provided at DH Poonch, SDH
Mendhar, CHC Mandi, SDH

Surankote, PHC ChandakBlock
Mandi, PHC Dhargloon and
PHC Mankote.He was accom-
panied by Chief Medical Offi-
cer Poonch DrParvaiz Ahmed
Khan.In District Rajouri, the
DD Dentistryvisited the under
construction building block
of SDH Sunderbani. He
reviewed the ongoing devel-
opment work, assessed the
pace and quality of construc-
tion and offered constructive
suggestions for timely comple-
tion and future utilization of
space in a patient-friendly
manner.The DD Dentistry also
visited CHC Nowshera.

District Capex Budget 2025-26
proposals discussed at Udhampur

m  HTNEWS DESK

UDHAMPUR, JUNE 27: To chalk
out a comprehensive strategy for
the formulation of the District
CapexBudget for the financial year
2025-26, District Development
Commissioner Udhampur Saloni
Rai chaired a meeting of officers
of line departments held in the
Mini Conference Hall, DC Office
Complex.

The meeting wasattended by Chief
Planning OfficerMohammad Igbal,
Assistant Commissioner Panchay-
at, Block Development Officers,
seniordistrictand sectoral officers
from different departments.
Detailed deliberations were held
on sector-wise planning at Pan-
chayat, Block and District levels.
Key focus areas included Rural
Connectivity,Rural Infrastructure,
PublicHealth Engineering, Irriga-
tion and Water Conservation,
Agriculture, Power, Health and
Education. Emphasis wasalsolaid
onharnessing area-specific poten-

S,
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tial and promoting employment
generation.While addressing the
officers, the DDC emphasized the
need to ensure developmental
priorities while formulating plan
proposals. Sheinstructed the con-
cerned toensure thatall proposals
are scrutinized and approved
through the Gram Sabha before
being projected in the final plan.
The DDC further directed officers
to work towards improving key
indicators under the Sustainable
Development goals through effi-
cient planning and implementa-
tion and prepare realistic, need-
based and inclusive development
plans. The meeting was attended

by ChiefPlanning Officer Moham-
mad Igbal, Assistant Commis-
sioner Panchayat, Block Develop-
ment Officers, senior district and
sectoral officers from different
departments.

Detailed deliberations were held
on sector-wise planning at Pan-
chayat, Block and District levels.
Key focus areas included Rural
Connectivity,Rural Infrastructure,
PublicHealth Engineering, Irriga-
tion and Water Conservation,
Agriculture, Power, Health and
Education. Emphasis was also laid
onharnessing area-specific poten-
tial and promoting employment
generation.

MP Jugal Kishore chairs DISHA meeting at Samba

Pushes for timeline execution of dev projects, prioritizing saturation of welfare schemes

n HT NEWS DESK

SAMBA, JUNE 27: Member of Parlia-
ment Jugal Kishore Sharma today
reviewed the implementation and
progress of the Centrally Sponsored
Schemes (CSSs) in Samba district at
a meeting of District Development
Coordination & Monitoring Commit-
tee (DISHA) held here in the Confer-
ence Hall, District Administrative

Complex, Nandani Hills.

The meeting was attended by DDC
Chairperson Keshav Dutt Sharma,
MLA Ramgarh Dr. Devinder Kumar
Manyal, MLA Vijaypur Chander
Prakash Ganga, Deputy Commis-
sioner Rajesh Sharma, nominated
DISHA Committee members and
senior district and sectoral officers

@ 00 ©

representing key developmental
departments.Atthe outset, the Dep-
uty Commissioner gave an exhaus-
tive PowerPoint presentation outlin-
ing the physical and financial
progress made under the flagship
schemes and major developmental
initiatives undertaken across the
district.MP Jugal Kishore reviewed
progress of keyinfrastructural works
including the Samba to Sumb and
Mansar Mod to Mansar Roads. The
MPemphasized that the installation
of permanent signboards on PMGSY
andruralroads, as well asthe laying
of the foundation stone for the Sam-
ba Flyover must be executed on pri-
ority toenhance transparency, civic
awareness and public accountabil-
ity.The Committee headed by the
MP, also deliberated on the repair of

theroad opposite Chichi Mata Man-
dirand the beautification and devel-
opment of Jakh Pond, where a foot-

o | -l‘_ n L

path, safety grill and drawing wall
have been constructed to enhance
public convenience and security.

Calling for a strict check on illegal
mining activities in the district, the
MPdirected the District Mining Offi-
certointensify field-level monitoring
and ensure robust enforcement mea-
sures to curb unregulated and envi-
ronmentally harmful mining prac-
tices.MP Jugal Kishore also lauded
the commendable efforts of Samba
Police in their ongoing crackdown
ondrug trafficking, terming it a sig-
nificantand necessary stride toward
building adrug-free and secure soci-
ety.While reviewing the perfor-
mance of Agriculture and allied
departments, the MP underscored
the importance of targeted imple-
mentation of schemes and subsidies,
directingtoensure thatonly genuine
and eligible beneficiaries avail the
benefits. He instructed the depart-

ment to conduct stringent verifica-
tion before the disbursement of any
assistance.Reiterating the Govern-
ment of India’s development vision,
Jugal Kishore Sharma emphasized
the need forinterdepartmental syn-
ergy and coordination with public
representatives to eliminate bottle-
necks and accelerate the pace of
development, particularly inborder
and rural areas. He further directed
concerned officers to fast-track
works under PM Awas Yojana 2.0
and strategicroad development, with
strict adherence to stipulated time-
lines.Responding tovarious concerns
raised by elected representatives,
the MP sought a comprehensive
Action Taken Report (ATR), particu-
larly on pending issues related to
irregular water supply.
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MLA Lolab reviews RDSS works in Kupwara Package

] HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 27: In order to assess
the progress of works under the Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS)in the
Lolab Constituency (Kupwara Package),a
review meeting was convened today at
the Corporate Headquarters of Kashmir
Power Distribution Corporation Limited
(KPDCL), here.

The meeting was chaired by Qaiser
Jamshaid Lone, Member J&K Legislative
Assembly (Lolab Constituency).

Managing Director KPDCL, Mahmood
Ahmad Shah wasalsopresentin the meet-
ing.

Among others, Superintending Engi-
neer, Project Circle South, Er. M Hussain;
Superintending Engineer, O&M Circle
Sopore, Er. Dalbir Singh; Executive Engi-
neer, ED Kupwara, Er. Mohammad Amin
Shah; representative, PIA - NTPC and
authorized representative, M/s Vikran
Engineering & Exim Pvt.Ltd.attended the
meeting.

The deliberations were aimed at under-
taking a comprehensive appraisal of the
physical and financial status of various
sanctioned works being executed under
the centrally sponsored RDSSin the Lolab
region.

At the outset, MLA emphasized the

instrumental role played by elected rep-
resentatives in furthering infrastructure
development, particularly in the power
sector.

A consolidated overview of the project
components, execution timelines, and
bottlenecks was presented to the chair.

MLA, while acknowledging the ongoing
efforts, underscored the need forimmedi-
ate prioritization of critical works and
sought strict adherence to stipulated
timelines.

The Turnkey Contractor assured time-
ly compliance and reaffirmed its commit-
ment to expedite execution as per the
mutually agreed milestones.

MLA further impressed upon the cor-
poration the imperative of initiating req-
uisite measures to ensure the provision-
ing of enhanced and uninterrupted
power supply to the residents of the area.
Inthisregard, he underscored the critical
need for maintaining an adequate buffer
stock of Distribution Transformers (DTs)
across multiple capacities along with
sufficient reserves of transformer oil, to
facilitate timely response in the event of
any emergent contingencies or unforeseen
transformer outages.

Moreover, he laid particular emphasis
on the augmentation of the existing
Receiving Station infrastructure, includ-

ing the revamping of the ageing 33kV Old
Kupwara line, which continues to be a
constraint on load-bearing capacity.

He also reiterated the strategic impor-
tance of expediting the establishment of
the proposed Grid Station at Waheed-
pora, Sopore, which is envisioned to sig-
nificantly bolster the transmission infra-
structure and address the long-standing
reliability and load management issues
across the region.

To address field-level challenges, par-
ticularly with respect to Right of Way
(RoW)constraints and localimpediments,
itwasresolved that ajoint site inspection
involving the MLA, KPDCL officials, PIA
representatives, and TKC shall be con-
ducted on 1st July 2025 at Lolab. This
coordinated exercise is intended to fast-
track execution through proactive site-
level resolution and stakeholder collabo-
ration.In a significant development, the
meeting also resolved to launch a Solar
Rooftop (SRT) Promotion and Registration
Campaign under the PM-Surya Ghar Muft
Bijli Yojna. The campaign shall be ceremo-
nially flagged-offwith the inaugural reg-
istration for installation of rooftop solar
plants. This pioneering gesture is envi-
sioned to stimulate mass awareness and
adoption of decentralized clean energy
solutions among domestic consumers in
the region.

MVD Ramban conducts Road

Safety and Enforcement Drive
Seizes 12 vehicles, Challanes 25 others

] HT NEWS DESK

RAMBAN, JUNE 27: The
Motor Vehicle Department
(MVD)Ramban conducted
a massive road safety and
enforcement drive in Sub-
Division Gool to curb traf-
fic violations and ensure
road safety. The drive was
carried out by the enforce-
ment team from MVD led
by Inspector Darpan Shar-

Duringthe checking, the
team inspected a large
number of vehicles at var-
ious points. As many as 12
vehicles were seized and
25vehicles were challaned

for violating different pro-
visions of the Motor Vehi-
cles Act.The major viola-
tions detected during the
drive included vehicles
operating without valid
permits, overloading of
goods and passengers,
driving without valid fit-
ness certificates, riding
without helmetsand driv-
ing vehicles without valid
insurance documents.The
ma. MVD officials warned the
transportoperators against
suchviolationsasthe same
notonly endanger the lives
of drivers and passengers
but also pose serious risks
to other road users. They

further emphasized that
the enforcementdrives will
continue in the coming
days across the district to
ensure thattrafficrulesare
strictly followed.

The department has
urged all vehicle owners,
drivers,and commuters to
adhere to traffic laws,
maintainvalid documents,
avoid overloading and
alwayswear helmetswhile
ridingtwo-wheelers. Strict
legal action will be taken
against violators as part of
the administration’s com-
mitment to ensuring pub-
licsafety and reducing road
accidents.

ADC Bandipora visits Imambaras,
reviews arrangements

u HT NEWS DESK

BANDIPORA, JUNE 26: To assess the
preparations for the ongoing holy month
of Muharram, Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC)Bandipora, Zafar Husson
Shawl, today conducted an extensive tour
of various Imambaras in the Sumbal sub-
division of Bandipora.

During the visit, ADC reviewed the
essential arrangements for the smooth
conduct of congregations and mourning
processions throughout Muharram-ul-
Haram. He engaged with the Imambara
Intizamia Committees, inquiring about
the facilities available to them.

ADCdirected the concerned officers to
ensure continuous supply of water and
electricity during the holy days. Addition-
ally, Municipal Committees were direct-
ed to maintain cleanlinessin and around
the worship places where large gatherings

are expected.

On the occasion, SDM Sumbal assured
that there would be regular visits to the
Imambarasintheirjurisdictions to guar-
antee that necessary facilities are pro-
vided to the community.

ADC was accompanied by Sub-divi-
sional Magistrate (SDM) Sumbal, and
several senior officers.

Dharti Aabha Abhiyan conducted
at tribal v111age Ringzabal in Sukhnag

u HT NEWS DESK

Budgam, June 27: Dharti
Aaba Abhiyan was conducted
today at Village Ringzabal, a

ency between the administra-
tion and tribal communities.
Throughout the day, Gram
Sabha sessions remained the
focal point of the campaign,

[ | Amirlgbal Khan

Bhadarwah, June 27: In a signifi-
cant gathering today, the "Kailash
Sewa Sangh Trust Bhadarwah"
(KSSTB) convened a meeting at the

Kailash Sewa Sangh Trust Bhadarwah Holds
Meeting for Upcoming Kailash Yatra

ed thatanadvance party along with
ateam of skilled workers will head
to Kailash Kund between August 1
and August 24, 2025. Their respon-
sibilities will include the construc-
tion and repair of shelter sheds,

notified tribal village in Block
Sukhnag, with a strong mes-
sage of inclusive development,
awareness, and administrative
outreach.

The day witnessed the cul-
mination of efforts by 17 line
departments towards achiev-
ing 100% saturation of key
government schemesin tribal
areas.

Nodal Officer for the pro-
gramme, Hilal Arafat lauded

the cooperatlon between
departments and the active
engagement of the local tribal
population.In their address,
officials from various line
departments emphasized the
government'’scommitment to
ensuring last-mile delivery of
services and highlighted the
importance of such campaigns
inbuilding trustand transpar-

with departmental represen-
tatives addressing scheme-
related queries, clarifying
eligibility criteria,and assisting
in on-spot registrations for a
wide array of welfare initia-
tivesincluding PMAY-G (Hous-
ing), KCC (Kisan Credit Card),
PMJAY (Ayushman Bharat),
Swadesh Darshan Guest House
registration, HADP (Agricul-
ture schemes),]JM - FHTC(Tap
water connections).

Vasuki International Hotel under
theleadership of Koshal Kumar Zut-
shi. The primary focus of the meet-
ing was to discuss preparations for
the upcoming Kailash Yatra, sched-
uled to take place from August 9th
to August 22, 2025.According to a
press statement issued after the
meeting, the Charri Yatra will pro-
ceed to the holy Kailash Kund on
August 20, with the return journey
to Gatha Bhadarwah planned for
August22.Toensure asmooth expe-
rience for the pilgrims, it was decid-

langer sheds and washrooms besides
the renovation of the temple, state-
ment said.It further added that in
line with tradition, free langer seva
will commence from August 2,2025,
providing sustenance to the yatries
throughout the pilgrimage.Subash
Chander Kotwal, Chairman of the
trust, emphasized the importance
of dedicationamong the trust mem-
bers urging them to maintain com-
munication and cooperation until
the successful completion of the
yatra.

Awareness/ Saturation camps held
under Dharti Aaba Gram Utkarsh
Abhiyan in ST Villages of Kulgam

| Farooq Rather

KULGAM, JUNE 27: As part of the ongoing Dharti Aaba Janjatiya
Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan, a series of awareness cum saturation camps
were held in tribal villages including Avil and other Scheduled Tribe
(ST) dominated areas of the district.

The camps aimed to raise awareness among tribal populations
about various government welfare schemes, and ensure on-spot
registration and enrollment of eligible beneficiaries under flagship
programmes.

Departments including Social Welfare, Health, Education, ICDS,
Agriculture, and Rural Development actively participated in the
initiative.

Special focus was laid on saturation of schemes including PMJAY-
SEHAT, PM Awas Yojana, PM Ujjwala Yojana, pension schemes, and
otherwelfareinitiatives. Citizens were also sensitized about the rights
and entitlements available to them under various tribal welfare
legislations and schemes.

Officials facilitated on-the-spot documentation, verification, and
registration processes to ensure maximum coverage and benefit
delivery at the grassroots level.

IEC materials were also distributed for wider dissemination of
information.

@ 00 ©

DLSA Anantnag organizes awareness

programme on NALSA scheme 2015

u HT NEWS DESK

ANANTNAG, JUNE 27: In a
significant step towards
empowering the tribal com-
munitiesand safeguarding their
constitutional rights, District
Legal Services Authority (DLSA),
Anantnag,in collaboration with
the Tehsil Legal Services Com-
mittee (TLSC) Vailoo, organised
aone-day Tribal Rights Aware-
ness Programme today at Mid-
dle School Bidhard.

The central theme of the pro-
gramme was the ‘Protection
and Enforcement of Tribal Rights
Scheme 2015, and aimed at
enlightening the tribal populace
about their legal rights and
available protections.

The event was graced by Fau-
zia Paul, Sub-Judge and Secre-

tary, DLSA Anantnag,asthe chief
guest, and Shafeeq Ahmad
Malik, Sub-Judge and Chairman
TLSC Vailoo, as the guest of hon-
our.

Secretary DLSA Anantnag
apprised the tribal community
abouttheir special rights and
the legal protections avail-
able to them.

Deputy LADC Anantnag,
Abid Rasool Padder; Assis-
tant LADC Anantnag, Jasra
Ayoub and Panel Lawyer
TLSC Vailoo, Advocate Nazir
Ahmad Padder provided
valuable insights into the
practical aspects of legal
rights and remedies available
to tribal communities.

Speakerselaborated onthe
provisions of the Tribal Rights
scheme 2015, emphasizing

legal safeguards against exploi-
tation, protection ofland rights,
accesstoeducation, healthcare,
and livelihood schemes tailored
for Scheduled Tribes. They also
highlighted the role of Legal
Services Authoritiesin ensuring
free legal aid and justice to the
marginalized sections of soci-
ety.

Interactive sessions and open
discussions allowed the par-
ticipants tovoice their concerns,
seek clarifications, and under-
stand the legal mechanisms
available for the protection of
their rights.

Alarge number of tribal com-
munity members, students,
teachers, and locals partici-
pated in the event with great
enthusiasm.

Orientation Programme
on SNA-SPARSH Model
held at Ramban

[ | HT NEWS DESK

RAMBAN, JUNE 27: The District Treasury Office
Ramban, under the directions of the Finance Depart-
ment J&K and the guidance of Deputy Commissioner
Mohammad Alyas Khan, convened the first phase of
the Orientation Programme on the Single Nodal
Account - Samyochit Pronali Aakakrit Shigr Hastan-
taran (SNA-SPARSH) model for efficient management
of funds under Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS).
The programme, attended by Drawing and Disburs-
ing Officers (DDOs) associated with the District
Treasury, aimed at familiarizing the participating
officers with the SNA-SPARSH system for seamless
financial operations.

The sessionbegan withacomprehensive introduction
to the model by Additional Treasury Officer Lokesh
Shan, who highlighted the role of SNA-SPARSH in
strengthening financial governance at the grassroots
level.

The SNA-SPARSH model integrates critical financial
platforms, including JKBEAMS, PFMS and e-Kuber of
RBI, facilitating real-time fund transfers directly from
the Central and State Consolidated Funds to the
implementing agencies.

Thisreformis partof abroader financial transforma-
tion under the Finance Department, complementing
systems like BEAMS, JKPaySys and TreasuryNet, which
aimto ensure timely, transparent and efficient release
of funds to beneficiaries.

The Additional Treasury Officer emphasized the
significance of adopting the SNA-SPARSH system to
improve financial discipline, accountability and effec-
tive utilization of public funds. He reiterated that the
system would minimize procedural delays and ensure
faster delivery of funds to the intended beneficiaries.
NIC Support Person Parkash Singh provided crucial
technical assistance for successful conduct of the
programme.

Dharti Aaba outreach
campaign reaches remote

Shagan Panchayat in Khari
Provides on sport benefits of schemes
to tribal community

] HT NEWS DESK

RAMBAN, JUNE27: Acomprehensive awareness and
benefit saturation camp under the "Dharti Aaba
Janjatiya Abhiyan" was convened today at Panchayat
Ghar Shagan- a remote tribal area of Block Khari.
The event witnessed active participation from key
officials including CDPO Banihal Siddharth Dubey,
Block Development Officer Khari Urfan Khan and
other district and block-level officers.

Government Departments such as Health, AYUSH,
Animal Husbandry, Revenue and Women & Child
Development (ICDS) offered array of services to the
tribal populace. They were acquainted with preven-
tive healthcare, livestock health, financial aid, pen-
sions, credit linked schemes of agriculture and allied
sectors and critical schemes like Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao.

Farmers received valuable guidance on soil health,
organic farming, and modern agricultural methods
from the Agriculture and Horticulture departments.
The BDO briefed attendees on MGNREGA, rural
development projects and self-employment oppor-
tunities.

AHD Jammu concludes
awareness campaign in
remote areas of Ramban

district
[ ] HT NEWS DESK

RAMBAN, JUNE 27: Extension and Publicity Wing of
the Animal Husbandry department Jammu success-
fully concluded two-day extensive awareness cam-
paign launched in the hilly and far-flung areas of
Ramban district.Awareness camps were organized
in Gool and Sanasar areas which witnessed enthusi-
astic participation of more than 300 farmers includ-
ing women farmers.Free of cost medicines including
dewormers and vitamin/mineral supplements were
distributed among the local livestock rearers.

Extension Officer Dr. Mohammad Sajjad explained
in detail the benefits of different schemes viz. Holis-
tic Agriculture Development Programme (HADP),
Integrated Dairy Development Scheme (IDDS), Inte-
grated Poultry Development Programme (IPDP) etc.
He urged the farmers to come forward and avail
benefits in the form of unprecedented incentives and
subsidies available for dairy, poultry and feed-fodder
units.The awareness camp was followed by an inter-
active session where farmers got an opportunity to
cleartheir doubtsregardinglivestock nutrition, health
and management, an initiative hugely appreciated
by the farmers present. Further keeping in sync with
the ongoing National Animal Disease Control Pro-
gramme (NADCP) for Footand Mouth Disease (FMD),
farmers were advised to get their livestock vacci-
nated against the highly contagious viral disease,
which results in huge economic losses for the dairy
farmers. The awareness camp was followed by an
interactive session where farmers got an opportu-
nity toclear their doubts regardinglivestock nutrition,
health and management, an initiative hugely appre-
ciated by the farmers present. Further keeping in sync
with the ongoing National Animal Disease Control
Programme (NADCP) for Foot and Mouth Disease
(FMD), farmers were advised to get their livestock.
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DC reviews status of essential services in Ramban District

Stresses on timely redressal of public grievances

] HT NEWS DESK

RAMBAN, JUNE 27: Deputy Commis-
sioner Mohammad Alyas Khan today
chaired a comprehensive review meeting
to assess the functioning of Jal Shakti,
JPDCL, Municipal Committees (MCs), with
a focus on ensuring timely and quality

service delivery to the public.

The meeting was attended by CPO Dr.
Shakeeb Ahmed Rather; Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti, AEEs of JPDCL, EO MC Ramban,
EO MC Banihal and representatives from

RDSS.

Discussing the disruption of services due
to recent flash floods, the DC directed the
Executive Engineer Jal Shaktitoresolve the
water supply-related issues immediately.
Heinstructed the department to undertake
regular cleaning of water storage tanks to
ensure the supply of clean and safe drink-

ing water.

The meeting was informed that 93 water
supply schemes have beensanctioned under
the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) for Ramban
district, of which 28 have been completed,
while the remaining are at different stages

mode.

of completion. The DCdirected the officers
to complete the rest of schemes on mission

Reviewing the functioning of the JPDCL,
the DC directed the Executive Engineer to

supply to Hospital
other important

ensure that damaged transformers are
replaced within the set timeline. He further
directed to ensure uninterrupted power

RAMBAN

regard.

s, Pumping stations and
installations of public

interests. The DCalso emphasized the need
toexpedite the installation of smart meters
across the district to ensure regulated and
proper power supply.

Reviewing the implementation of PM Surya
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana, the Deputy Com-
missioner stressed the need for an aggres-
sive publicawareness campaign to educate
residents about the benefits, subsidies and
key features of the scheme. He directed the
stakeholders to achieve the targets in this

Assessing the functioning of Municipal
bodies, the DC directed MC authorities to
accelerate work on the Multi-storey Bus
Stand and other ongoing building projects
in Ramban for their timely completion.
Inquiring about the implementation of
PMAY-U housing scheme, the DC asked
Municipal authorities to encourage the
beneficiaries to complete construction of
their houses.

Additionally, the civic bodies were direct-
edtoensure proper cleanliness and sanita-
tion, especially in view of the upcoming
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2025.

House Committee on JJM holds
meeting in Srinagar
Members examine details submitted by department

u HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR,JUNE27: The House Com-

held in-depth deliberations on the
implementation status of [JM works
across J&K. It had a comprehensive

mittee, constituted to look into the
implementation of the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM)inJ&K, today convened
ameeting at the Legislative Assem-
bly Complex, Srinagar.

The meeting was chaired by Com-
mittee Chairman Hasnain Masoodi
and attended by Members Moham-
mad Yousuf Tarigami, Ali Moham-
mad Dar, Altaf Ahmad Wani, Aijaz
Ahmad Jan, Rajiv Jasrotia, Ranbir
Singh Pathania, Tanveer Sadiq, Javaid
Riyaz (Bedar), Muzaffar Igbal Khan,
Rafiq Ahmad Naik, Arjun Singh Raju
and Iftikar Ahmad.

The Chairman emphasized that the
Jal Jeevan Mission, launched by the
Prime Minister on 15th August 2019,
is a flagship initiative aimed at pro-
viding piped water supply (Har Ghar
Nal Se Jal) to every rural household
in the country.

He highlighted that at the time of
launch, only 16.71% of rural house-
holds had access to tap water. The
mission was launched inJammuand
Kashmir the same year and initially
targeted completion by 2025, later
revised to 2028.

During the meeting, the Committee

discussion on the detailed reports
submitted by the department.

The Members also highlighted var-
ious alleged discrepancies in the
work execution of Water Supply
Schemes in different areas. They
emphasized the need for timely sub-
mission of detailed reports address-
ingtheissuesraised during the meet-
ing.

The Chairman underscored the
importance of strong coordination
between legislators and concerned
departments to ensure timely and
transparent execution of works for
the larger benefit of the people.

A comprehensive PowerPoint Pre-
sentation was delivered by Shaleen
Kabra, Financial Commissioner
(Additional Chief Secretary), Jal
Shakti Department, outlining the
physical and financial achievements
under JJM in the UT.

The Additional Chief Secretary
informed the Committee that as of
May 31, 2025, a total of 3,596 works
and 1,484 schemes have been com-
pleted under JJM. Out of 6,887 allot-
ted works, 6,791 have been started
upto May 31, 2025.

CRPF to Field Special Mountain Rescue Units for
Upcoming Amarnath Yatra: DIG Sudhir Kumar

u HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, KNT: As the annual Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra 2025 draws clos-
er, the Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) has announced the deploy-
mentofaround 30 trained personnel
from its Mountain Rescue Teams
(MRTs)to ensure the safety and well-
being of pilgrims undertaking the
arduous pilgrimage through high-
altitude terrain. The Yatra is sched-
uled to begin on July 3.
The MRTs, comprising CRPF person-
nelwithadvanced traininginmoun-
tain rescue, will operate along the
Baltal axis, one of the two primary
routes leading to the Amarnath cave
shrine. “These teams will function
under the Srinagar Sector of CRPF
and in coordination with the State
Disaster Response Force (SDRF) of
Jammu and Kashmir,”
DIG and Joint Nodal Officer Sudhir
Kumar confirmed the development
and underlined the importance of
the MRTs in enhancing the security
and support system for pilgrims.
“Their presence will not only aid
those facing physical difficulties on
the route but will also allow quick

@ 00 ©

and coordinated rescue efforts in
case of flash floods, landslides, or
other natural disasters,” DIG CRPF
Srinagar Sector told the news agen-
cy Kashmir News Trust.
Last year, the MRTs assisted over
13,000 pilgrims, playing a crucial
role in providing timely relief in dif-
ficult terrain. Their exemplary ser-
viceduring the 2024 Yatrahasled to
evengreateremphasisonspecialized
selection and advanced training of
CRPFpersonnel for the current year.
To prepare for potential challenges,
refresher capsule courses and mock
drills are being conducted regularly
inBaltal and adjoining high-altitude
zones. These exercises simulate res-
cue operations and emergency sce-
narios to ensure operational readi-
ness.Officials said that many of the
MRT members have undergone
specialized mountainrescue training
withother paramilitary and disaster-
response forces, making them high-
ly skilled in navigating treacherous
paths and performing high-risk
extractions when required.
“The CRPF’s contribution forms a
critical part of India’s broader disas-
ter management framework.

Language for Global Dreams: English

Workshops by Mukul Rana Coming to Kashmir

| HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar: In a quiet yet power-
ful step toward reshaping the
future of Kashmiri youth, sea-
soned educator Mukul Rana is
set to launch a series of English
language and IELTS preparation
workshops across the Kashmir
Valley, starting mid-July 2025.
Withover 15 years of experience
in global education, Rana
believes that language should
never be a barrier to opportu-
nity. Through this initiative, he
hopestobridge the gapbetween
Kashmir’s untapped student
potential and the national and
international platforms that
await them.

“Kashmiri students don’t need

tobe changed. They just need a
little polishing,and they’re ready
for the world,” Rana says—his
voice grounded in years of
watching students transform
across continents.

Analumnus of St. Stephen’s Col-
lege, Delhi University, Rana has
taught English communication
at the World Language Center
atJapan’s prestigious Soka Uni-
versity and has trained learners
from Delhi University to Dubai,
from Tokyo to Europe—in public
speaking, confidence building,
and academic English.

The upcoming workshops tobe
held in collaboration with col-
leges across the Kashmir Val-
ley—will focus on IELTS strate-

gies, spoken English, public
speaking,academicwriting,and
interview preparation. While
the short-term goal is to help
students performwellin English
proficiency tests, the larger
vision is to equip them with
confidence, clarity, and readi-
ness for working with the best
companiesinthe global market.
In a region where many bright
students are held back by lim-
itedresources or lack of mentor-
ship, thisinitiative is more than
just a classroom project—it’s a
bridge.

“I've taught students from Tokyo
to India, and I can say with cer-
tainty: Kashmiris areamong the
brightest minds I've met.

House Committee on salary enhancement of
Legislators holds meeting in Srinagar

Committee to submit report before next Assembly session: Chairman

| HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR,JUNE27: The House
Committee, constituted to
examine the demand for
enhancement of salaries and
allowances of legislators, today
convened a meeting at the
Assembly Complex, Srinagar.

The meeting was presided over
by Committee Chairman, Sur-
jeet Singh Slathia, which was
attended by membersincluding
AliMohammad Sagar, Ghulam
Ahmad Mir, Sajad Gani Lone,
Hasnain Masoodi, Pirzada
Farooq Ahmad Shah, Arjun
Singh Raju and Muzaffar Igbal
Khan.During the meeting, the
Chairman acknowledged the
demand for a hike in salaries
and allowances of legislators,
ex-legislators and assistants,
assuring that the matter will
be considered positively. He
emphasized the need to adopt
best practices from other States
and Union Territories toaddress
the issue effectively and at the

earliest.The Committee held a
detailed discussion on the sal-
ary structures of legislators in
other states. The membersalso
raised concerns regarding
pension-related benefits for
ex-legislators and strongly
advocated for addressing these
issues.Additionally,the demand
for an increase in the allow-
ances of assistants was deliber-
ated upon, with members
unanimously supporting the
proposal for a revision.

The Chairmanurged all mem-
berstosubmit their suggestions

in writing to contribute con-
structively to the report. He
informed thatacomprehensive
reportwill be submitted to the
Assembly ahead of the next
session for appropriate consid-
erationand action.The meeting
alsodiscussed need for therevi-
sionsofhouseloanand carloans
benefits to thelegislators.Issues
related to fuel cap for daily use,
hike in allowances including
stationary, medical, house,
sanctuary, Constituency and
other allowances was also dis-
cussed during the meeting.

PIB Jammu organises media
workshop in Kishtwar;
sensitizes journalists about
unverified content through
digital media

PIB
KISHTWAR, MAY 27

Press Information Bureau, Jammu under the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
organised a Rural Media Workshop “Vartalap”
in District Kishtwar on Friday on the theme of
11 years of governance. The workshop high-
lighted the achievements of the government
during the period.

Deputy Commissioner Kishtwar, Pankaj Kumar
Sharma; Director Press Information Bureau
Jammu, Neha Jalali, Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Pawan Kotwal and other senior
officers of the district administration were
present on the occasion.

Addressing the gathering, the Deputy Com-
missioner emphasized the importance of coor-
dination with the media for highlighting the
initiatives and other public welfare programs
of the government. He added that the media is
animportant pillar of democracy which brings
to the notice of the administration any short-
comings in the implementation of the govern-
ment schemes and assessment of work done
at the ground level.

Director Press Information Bureau Jammu
touched upon misinformation, disinformation
and propaganda and urged the media to coun-
ter these malpractices. She said that fake news
is the main concern in today's world and the
media has an important role to provide the
public with truthful and credible information.
The director spoke in detail about the fact
checking mechanismrunbyPIBandrequested
the media persons to use the service to bust
fake news.

Additional Deputy Commissioner in his address
highlighted the role of PIB in disseminating
information to the print and electronic media
ongovernment policies, programs and achieve-
ments. Additionally, he underscored the sig-
nificance of media in generating awareness
about various Centrally Sponsored Schemes
(CSS)including publicdebates, discussions and
ushering accountability in bureaucracy. He
added that the government has introduced an
electronic file system (e-office) for greater
transparency and steps are being taken to take
it to the block level.Other senior officers of the
districtadministration also spoke on the occa-
sion. ChiefEducation Officer Kishtwar, Masood
Hussain Qazi presented the salient features of
the National Education Policy 2020. He said the
department is focussed on inculcation of mor-
al values in children and imparting vocational
training to the youth in line with the roadmap
laid down in the policy.Chief Agriculture Offi-
cer Kishtwar, Koushal Chandel highlighted the
initiatives taken for enhancing food security,
water harvesting, organic farming and empow-
ering marginal farmers. He said that drone
technology is being harnessed and real time
monitoring and geotagging of agriculturalland
isalso undertaken for better management and
monitoring of agriculture initiatives.Horticul-
ture Development Officer Kishtwar, Raja Aadil
Sheikh; Field Officer, Khadi and Village Indus-
tries Board, Shah Mohammad; District Informa-
tion Officer, Kuldeep Kumar also addressed the
gathering. Media and Communication Officer
PIB Jammu Muzafar Wani spoke on the role of
mediainresponsible journalismwith evolving
technology. The proceedings of the program
were conducted by Mediaand Communication
Officer, PIB Jammu, Zakir Nazeer.

BAT Aspirants from SKUAST-K Appeal for
Increase in OpenMerlt Seats'

| HT NEWS DESK/KNS

Srinagar, June 27: Agroup of top-ranking aspirants
under the Open Merit category for the Basic
Agriculture Training (BAT) program at Sher-e-
Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences and
Technology, Kashmir (SKUAST-K), has made a
formal appeal to the Vice Chancellor, requesting
anincrease in seat quota for the BAT 2025 batch.
In a letter addressed to the Vice Chancellor, the
aspirants expressed their gratitude for the admin-
istration’s responsiveness to student concernsin
the past. However, they highlighted a pressing
issue concerning the unavailability of seats under
the Open Merit (OM) category for the current
admission cycle.

The students urged the Vice Chancellor to inter-
vene and direct an increase of at least five seats

in the Open Merit category. They argued that
while seats undervariousreserved andin-service
categories remain vacant and accessible, no such
seats are available under OM—even for the top
meritorious candidates. The aspirants have also
expressed willingness to be accommodated on
vacant seatsreserved for other categories ifthose

remain unclaimed.“This is our final opportunity
to seek admission,” the letter read, noting that
age restrictions would render many of them
ineligibleinthe nextacademic year. The candidates
also referenced a precedent set last year when
SKUAST-K increased seats by 15 per district for
another diploma course during the second round
of counselling.Citing the underutilized capacity
at KVK Pulwama, which can accommodate 200
candidates buthasonly 60 currently enrolled, the
aspirantsemphasized that thereis both precedent
and logistical feasibility for expanding the Open
Merit intake.he letter concluded with an appeal
for timely action before the second round of
counselling and a request to avoid the need for
public demonstrations. “We place our complete
faith in your sense of justice and fairness,” the
letter stated.
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DR.TASADUKHUSSAINITOO
AN EXAMPLE OF UNWAVERING
DEDICATION, PASSION AND

EXCELLENCE

HT NEWS DESK

Dr. Tasaduk Hussain Itoo is a dis-
tinguished medical professional
from Kashmir, India known for his
exceptional clinical skills, medical
writing and leadership. He is affil-
iated with several prestigious orga-
nizations, including the American
College of Physicians (USA), Royal
College of Physicians of London,
and Royal College of Physicians of

Edinburgh.

Dr. Itoo is also
an Academic
Life Member of
the Research
Society for the
Study of Diabe-
tesinIndia(RSS-
DI)and a Fellow
of the Interna-
tional Diabetes
Federation (IDF).
His expertise in
diabetes care
and advocacy
has earned him
recognition glob-
ally.

Dr.Itoo's patient-
centered health-
care innovation
has revolution-
ized healthcare
delivery in South
Kashmir. His com-
prehensive
patient guidance
andeducationini-
tiative provides
targeted screen-
ing, prevention,
and treatment
support, making
healthcare more
accessible to
underserved popu-
lations. He hasalso
implemented free

online consultations, breaking
down traditional barriers to med-

ical access.

Through his writings, Dr. Itoo has
raised awareness about various
healthissues, promoting education
and prevention. His columns have
beenwidely read and appreciated,
offeringvaluable insights on health-
care, social issues, and personal
development. His literary pursuits
have cemented hislegacyasamul-
tifaceted personality, leaving an
indelible mark on the literary and

medical worlds.

As an Academic Life Member of
RSSDI, Dr. Itoo continues to col-
laborate with fellow professionals,
advance diabetes research, and

promote high-quality patient care.
His membershipinesteemed orga-
nizationsreflects his commitment
to excellence in his field.
Dr. Itoo's contributions to health-
care, medical education, and pub-
lic health awareness have earned
himrecognitionandrespectinthe
medical community. His commit-
ment to creative expression and
ability to connect with readers
through his writing have made him
arespected and admired figure in
both fields.
He has received
numerous awards
for his contribu-
tions, including the
IDF Fellowship
Award, Global Rec-
ognition Award
2024, National Lit-
erature Award
2025, Indian
Achievers Award
2025, Best Social
Writer Award
2022, Best Colum-
nist Award 2021
and Top Educator
Award 2017.
These accolades
reflecthis dedica-
tion to his work
and hisimpacton
the medical com-
munity.
'As a medical
writer, Dr. Itoo
‘has published
‘numerous arti-
cles, essays, and
'columnsinlead-
' ing publications.
 Hiswritingstyle
‘makes complex
‘medical con-
 cepts accessible
'to abroad audi-
-~ —“ence,educating
andinformingreaders
about various health topics.
Dr. Itoo's achievements demon-
strate his commitment to excel-
lence in medicine and literature.
He continues to inspire patients,
students, and peers through his
work, leaving a lasting impact on
the medical community.
Dr.Itoo's success story servesasan
inspiration to aspiring medical
professionals, demonstrating that
hard work, determination, and a
passion for making a difference can
lead to remarkable achievements
and a lasting impact on the world.
Hisleadership qualities and ability
to implement effective solutions
haveinspired others toward excel-
lence.

NIT Srinagar, SKIMS ink MoU to develop Al tools
for early disease detection and treatment

Outgoing student wins apprec1at10n for Al tool on PCOS risk assessment

u HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, June 27: The National Insti-
tute of Technology (NIT) Srinagar on
Friday signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Sher-i-
Kashmir Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (SKIMS)Soura.The collaboration
aims to foster joint research in
machine learning (ML) and artificial
intelligence (Al) to enhance diagnos-
tics, treatment planning, and clinical
decision-making.

This MoU marks a strategic conver-
gence of engineering and medical
sciences, with both institutions work-
ing to create a structured and ethical
framework for Al applications in
healthcare.Italso outlines several key
areas of cooperation that will pave
the way for data-driven medical inno-
vations in the region.

The MoU was signed by Director
SKIMS Soura, Prof. (Dr.) M. Ashraf
Ganie, Ex-officio Secretary to the
Government of Jammu and Kashmir,
Director NIT Srinagar, Prof. Binod
Kumar Kanaujia, Registrar NIT Sri-
nagar Prof. Atikur Rehman and Reg-
istrar SKIMS, Mr.Mohammad Aslam.
The MoU was signed in the presence
of representatives from both institu-
tions. NIT Srinagar was represented

by HOD ECE, NIT, Dr. Gausia Qazi, Dr.
G.R.Beigh(Associate DeanR&C,NIT);
Dr.YusraBanday (Project Supervisor,
NIT),and AR (Director’s Office & Legal,
NIT), Mohamad Hazik.

While SKIMS was represented by
Director SKIMS Soura, Prof. (Dr.) M.
AshrafGanie, HOD Nephrology SKIMS,
Prof. (Dr.) Muzaffar Magsood Wani,
Registrar SKIMS, Mr. Mohammad
Aslam, Dr. Aafia Rashid (Scientist
SKIMS).

In his message, Director of NIT Sri-
nagar, Prof. Binod Kumar Kanaujia,
said that this MoU marks a milestone
in bringing together two premier
institutions toworkat the intersection
of health and technology.

“With the advancement of Al and
machine learning, we now have the
tools torevolutionize the way health-
careisdelivered. This partnership will

empower our students to build
impactful solutions rooted in real-
world medical challenges,” he added.
On the occasion, Director of SKIMS
and EOSG, Prof. M. Ashraf Ganie, said
thatthis partnership with NIT Srinagar
will open up new avenues for data-
drivenand evidence-based medicine.
“By combining clinical expertise with
technologicalinnovation, we hope to
accelerate the development of diag-
nostictools and improve patient care,
particularly for diseases common in
our Kashmir region. This is a signifi-
cant leap toward personalized and
predictive healthcare,” he said.

“We have a lot of data, and we want
to use that real data for the benefit of
our society. The MoU would focus on
broader areas including genomics,
telemedicine, bioinformatics, and
public health analytics, enabling

deepermtegratlon oftechnologyinto
medical science,” he added.

Dr. Gausia Qazi, HoD ECE NIT Srinagar,
said that this MoU is a crucial step
toward bridging the gap between
healthcare and advanced engineering.
“Our department is committed to
leveraging artificial intelligence and
machine learning to address real-
world medical challenges. We look
forward to contributing cutting-edge
solutions that can support doctors,
improve diagnostics, and ultimately
enhance patient care,” she said.
Meanwhile, Kamran Ali Hussain, an
outgoing 8th-semester student from
the Department of Electronics and
Communication Engineering at NIT
Srinagar, delivered animpressive pre-
sentation on his project titled "Al-
Driven Web Platform for Early Detec-
tion of PCOS Risk Assessment Among
Women in Kashmir" during the MoU
event.

The project demonstrated practical
applications of machine learning for
the early detection of PCOD in wom-
en and was widely acclaimed for its
innovation and relevance.

Director SKIMS and EOSG, Prof. M.
AshrafGanie, lauded the efforts of the
projectteamand assured full support
from SKIMS for such student-led ini-
tiatives in the future.

NCORD Committee meeting:Doda admin reviews
action plan to 1nten51fy Drug control efforts

u HT NEWS DESK

DODA, JUNE 27: Deputy Commis-
sioner Harvinder Singh today chaired
the District-Level Narco Coordination
Committee (NCORD) meeting herein
the Mini Conference Hall, DC Office
Complex.

The meeting reviewed the ongoing
drug control measures and chalk out
a coordinated strategy to eradicate
drugabuse and trafficking in the dis-
trict.

The discussions centered on the
assessment of drug prevalence, iden-
tification of hotspots of drug abuse
and cultivation and an analysis of
emerging trends in the district. The
Committee also reviewed the action
taken against the prevalence of con-
traband crops, whether in wild or
agricultural lands. The status of PIT/
NDPS cases and the implementation
of the IEC campaign were also
reviewed.

Further, the functioning of the Addic-

tion Treatment Facility at GMC Doda
and the Drug Counselling Centre at
DPLDodawasevaluated. The meeting
emphasized theimportance of engag-
ing religious leaders, NGOs and civil
society in the campaign against drug
abuse. The issue of controlling the
misuse of prescription drugs was also
addressed, with directions for 100%
CCTVinstallationand computer-based
billing systems at medical shops. Spe-

cial focus was laid on achieving the
“Nasha Mukt Panchayat” targets to
make the entire district drug-free.
The meeting was attended by ADC
AnilKumar Thakur, ACD Din Moham-
mad Afaqi, ASP, CMO, District Social
Welfare Officer, Principal GDC and
officials from the departments of
Health, Agriculture, Education, Social
Welfare, Youth Services & Sports and
Drug Control.

A virtual interaction was also held

with Additional Deputy Commission-
ers, Sub Divisional Magistrates, Block
Development Officers and other con-
cerned stakeholders. They briefed the
Deputy Commissioner on awareness
drives, de-addiction activities and
meetings held at the sub-divisional
and block levels under the NCORD
mechanism.

The Deputy Commissioner took a
detailed review of the progress made
under the Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan,
including the status of Nasha Mukt
Panchayats, destruction of cannabis
crops,and enforcement actions against
illegal cultivation. He directed all
SDMs and BDOs to take strict steps
for removing illicit cultivation from
their respective areas. The Health
Department was asked to regularly
update the status of rehabilitationand
counselling centres, particularly at
GMC and DPL. The Social Welfare
Department was instructed tointen-
sify IEC activities and expand com-
munity outreach.

Hakeem Yaseen seeks administration to ensure immediate quate medical facilities.“This is a matter
medical attention for incarcerated politi- ~ of humandignity and constitutional rights. -
urgent medical care for cal leaders Dr. Abdul Hameed Fayaz and Denying medical treatment to those in N Y
. . Shabir Ahmad Shah, both of whom are  custody is not only unethical but a grave :
alllng detainees Dr. Fayaz reportedly in deteriorating health. violation of human rights,” Yaseen said.

. Expressingdeep concern,HakeemYaseen He added that access to healthcare is a
and Shabir Shah said that Dr. Fayaz, the former Ameer-e-  basicright guaranteed underlaw,and the
- HT NEWS DESK Jamaat currently lodged in Srinagar Cen-  state must not compromise on this, regard-
E— tral Jail, is unwell and in urgent need of less of a person’s political background.
Srinagar, June 27: Peoples Democratic medical care. Similarly, Shabir Shah,who  “This is not about ideology; it is about
Front (PDF)President and former Minister  is under detention outside Jammu and humanity. The government must rise
Hakeem Mohammad Yaseen on Friday = Kashmir, is also reported to be suffering  above politics and respond with compas-

appealed to the Jammu and Kashmir

from serious health issues without ade-

sion.”

DC Bandipora inaugurates multi-use
USG machine at District Hospital

efforts to expand critical care
services and urged them to
ensure optimal utilization of
the newly added facility.
Medical Superintendent DH
Bandipora, expressed gratitude
for the support from district
administration. He stated, “This
multi-purpose USG machineis
a valuable addition that will
enhance our early diagnostic
capabilities, whichis crucial for
timely treatment and better
patient outcomes.”

Among others, Chief Planning
Officer Bandipora, Mohammad
Magbool Lone; Medical Super-
intendent, District Hospital
Bandipora, doctors, paramed-
ics, and technical staff, were
present during the inaugura-

u HT NEWS DESK

BANDIPORA, JUNE 27: Ina sig-
nificantboost to public health-
care services, Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Bandipora,
Manzoor Ahmad Qadri, on
Friday inaugurated a state-of-
the-art multi-use Ultrasonog-
raphy (USG) machine at the
District Hospital Bandipora.

The advanced USG machine is
equipped with all necessary
probes tofacilitate awiderange
of diagnostic scans including
Echocardiography, Transvagi-
nal Sonography (TVS), Infant
USG, and Color Doppler studies.
This moveisexpectedto great-
ly ease the burden on patients,
many of whom previously had
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torely on private clinics for such
essential diagnostics.

Speaking on the occasion, DC
emphasized the administra-
tion's commitment to improv-

ingaccess toadvanced medical
facilities in rural and urban
healthcare centers alike. He
appreciated the hospital
authorities for their continuous

tion.
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NEW DELHI: When Shafali first toured England for the multi-
format series in 2021, she was only a T20I cricketer. She made her
debut in ODIs and Test cricket on that tour. Around the time of the
England tour - for the Commonwealth Games followed by the bilat-
eral series - in 2022, India were happy with the high-impact knocks
she produced despite her inconsistency. It was a risk-versus-reward
trade-off that worked for both India and Shafali.

Cut to mid-2025, and Shafali has just earned a recall to the T20I
side and is still out of favour in ODIs in a home World Cup year. After
India crashed out in the league stage of the T20 World Cup 2024,
Shafali's place in the team seemed untenable. Not that India found
other batters who could attack from get-go like she could - there
aren't many who can do it anywhere in the world, let alone in India.
She was dropped anyway.

In hindsight, the timing of her exclusion perhaps worked well for
Shafali, in that she was able to play the whole of the 50-over domes-
tic competitions. She captained Haryana to a quarter-final finish in
the Senior Women's One Day Trophy and topped the run-scoring

- . charts - 527 runs at an average above 75 and a strike rate of 152.31.

e7=] ud o

Only one other batter (Kiran Navgire) batted at a higher strike rate
in the entire competition, but she scored only 116.

Shafali then played the Senior Women's One Day Challenger
Trophy, a competition in which best performers in the one-dayers
are picked by the national selectors. She topped the charts there, too,
as captain of Team A - 414 runs at an average of 82.80 and a strike
rate of 145.26. She had scored close to 200 runs more than the next
best, and no one else scored at a higher pace in the competition.

In WPL 2025, Shafali was the leading run-scorer for runners-up
Delhi Capitals (DC)-and fourth-best overall - and she could nolonger
be left out of India's T20I side. That India played only one T20I series
since her axing did not matter, they have their premier opener back
as the road to the 2026 T20 World Cup starts.

Butwhat has changed in Shafali's game in the intervening period?
How is she scoring with such regularity, which she couldn't earlier?

"Her power game is natural, no one hits sixes at will like herin the
women's game. | told her to not leave behind the qualities that have
brought her here. She is a different cricketer, [ selected her for the
first time based on that" "She has worked on keeping herself cool,”
DC assistant coach Hemlata Kala told ESPNcricinfo. "In the WPL, she
tried to play longer innings and not getting out inside the powerplay.

"Everyone said she only bats for 10-15 overs [in one-day cricket].
But she batted for longer in [the domestic] one-dayers, struck back-
to-back hundreds. Even in multi-day (Senior Women's Multi-Day
Challenger Trophy) she played well. She has now consistently start-
ed playing longer innings. It is not that she didn't do it before - she
has hit 130-140 in Under-23 cricket. She has the ability, but in T20s
she tries to make best use of the powerplay."

he Metamorphosm
iNomah: Third Time
uckyifor Shafali s
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Jacobs' checklist: debut for NZ, 2026 T20
World Cup, return to the IPL

MADUSHANKA BACKIN SL
SQUAD FOR BANGLADESH ODIS

m United News of India

MUMBAI: A lot has happened in
Bevon Jacobs'life since he earned his
maiden New Zealand call-up for the
home T20I series against SriLankain
December lastyear. Amaiden Plunket
Shield century, debut in the UAE's
ILT20 league, working with Kieron
Pollard and Jasprit BumrahintheIPL,
and most recently a CPL deal.

During this period, especially at
IPL 2025, where Jacobs didn't get a
game at Mumbai Indians (MI), he
often had to make do as the outsider
looking in. As he prepares to make
his international debut for New Zea-
land in the upcoming tri-series in
Zimbabwe next month,alsoinvolving
South Africa, Jacobs hopes to harness
his IPL experience and put his name
up for the 2026 T20 World Cup.

"The IPL was an amazing experi-
ence,and I got three months there to
learn new facets of my game," Jacobs
said."AndIdefinitely thinkI've made
those learnings and improvements.

Obviously, implementing into my
game is going to be a longer work in
progress. "But taking away from the
technical stuff, there's also a lot of
mental learnings that I've got from it
aswell, whichIknow will change me
just for the time being. So, hopefully,
IcanbringwhatI'velearntfromthere
into the series.

"I mean, that (playing the T20
World Cup) is a massive goal for me.
It would be a dream come true to go
to that. And I guess for me, it's just
about controlling what I can control.
Andifthat opportunity comes again,
that would be pretty special to me."

The first step towards that goal
will be a potential debut against his
country ofbirth, South Africa. Jacobs
was born in Pretoria before his fam-
ily emigrated to New Zealand when
he was around three years old.

m United News of India

NEW DELHI: Left-arm fast bowl-
er Dilshan Madushankahasreturned
toSriLanka's ODIsquad for the series
against Bangladesh, having been
unavailable for the Australia seriesin
February due to injury. He replaces
the now-injured Lahiru Kumara in
the ODI squad.

Alsointhe 16-member ODIsquad
isallrounder Milan Rathnayake, who
has played five Tests butis uncapped
in white-ball internationals. His
involvement depends on fitness - he
is out of the ongoing second Test
against Bangladesh withaside strain,
but is expected to have recovered by
the time the ODIs begin, on July 2.

Making a return on the batting
frontis wicketkeeper-batter Sadeera
Samarawickrama, who last played

for Sri Lanka in November 2024, and
was dropped due to modest form. He
essentially replaces Nuwanidu Fer-

nando in the squad.

Seamer Eshan Malinga also keeps
his place, having had agood run with
Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) in IPL
2025. Asitha Fernando is the other
fastbowlerinthe 16-membersquad.

The remainder of the squad is
largely on expected lines. Wanindu
Hasarangaand Maheesh Theekshana
lead the spin contingent, which also
features legspinner Jeffrey Vandersay
and left-arm spinning allrounder
Dunith Wellalage. The likes of Avish-
ka Fernando and Nishan Madushka
are also competing for top-order
spots, having been named in this
squad.

The first two ODIs will be played
in Colombo, before the series moves
to Pallekele on July 8. A three-match
T20I series follows, with the first
match on July 10 in Pallekele.
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» Crowns and Bridges

» Fixed orthodontic treatment
» Removable Partial denture

+ Complete Dentures

« Esthetic Restorations = Acne & Scar treatment

» Teeth Whitening » Mole & skin tag Removal

» Scaling/Teeth Cleaning & Polishing = Micro dermaabration

» Smile designing » Lip fillers « Laser hair Reduction
» Dental Implants » Carbon Laser facial

» Black doll facial « Party peels

» Photo facial « Tattoo Removal

« Melasma treatment

FREE
CHECKUP

B BAJAJ

Allianz @)

P ONE STOP SOLUTI(al FORALLS

) NEEDS

" NEWSPAPER | BOOKS | FLYERS
LOGO | FLEX | MAGAZINES
VISITING CARDS | BROCHURES
3D BOARDS | COVER PAGES
WEDDING CARDS | CALLIGRAPHY
WALL PAINTINGS :

» Oral Health Counselling
« Digital X-ray

» Disimpections

» Pediatric Dentistry

999038812
9419008414
01942496287

AAAAA

Opposite SDH Kreeri, QGund Hassi Bhat, Radio Colony, Lawaypora, Srinagar

ADDRESS: Ist floor Generic Medical Store Building

Lunch off 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm
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