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attack: CM Omar

e || [It@IESE Only PM Modi

SRINAGAR, JUN 24: Jammu and

Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah m  HT News Desk / KNO
onTuesday said that there was nolocal
involvement in the April 22 Pahalgam NEWDELHI, JUN 24: Stating that
terrorattack, and thatall the terrorists today’s India takes decisions based
responsible for killing 26 innocent solely on what is right for national
people were foreigners. interest, Prime Minister Narendra

Speaking with reportersin Gulmarg, ModionTuesday said that ‘Operation
CM Omar, per news agency—Kashmir Sindoor’ has clearly demonstrated
News Observer (KNO) said during the India’s firm and uncompromising
ongoing probe by the National Inves- policy against terrorism on the
tigation Agency (NIA), twoindividuals global stage.
have been arrested for sheltering the Addressing the centenary cele-
attackers. bration of the historic conversation

“Itis possible that these individuals between two of India’s greatest
acted under duress. Although they spiritual and moral leaders Sree
provided food to the terrorists, it could Narayana Guru and Mahatma Gan-
have been done under coercion. Letthe dhi here, PM Modi while referring the news agency—Kashmir News recently witnessed the strength
investigation continue, following its to“Operation Sindoor,” accordingto  Observer (KNO)said, “The world has TURN ON.....PAGE 02
conclusion, the chargesheet and other
T e The Prime Minister noted that this shift was clearly evident

_On the Iran-Israel war, the Chief during Operation Sindoor, where Indian forces compelled the
mgﬁfgr ngraessesfffeth&fggg;gfﬁfefm enemy fo surrender within 22 minutes using domestically
TURN ON.....PAGE 02 manufactured weapons.

in Gulmarg

Lays foundation for key tourism projects,
flags off cyclothon in Guimarg

m HT News Network

GULMARG, JUNE 24: Chief Minister Omar Abdullah today
reaffirmed his government’s resolve toreestablish Gulmarg

as a premier global golf destination, promising focused

TURN ON.....PAGE 02

LG Chairs 75th Meeting of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board

Inaugurates Pilgrim-Centric Facilities Near Holy Cave Area and Parvati Bhawan

m  HT News Network mandleshwar Shri Swami Vishvesh-
varanand Giriji Maharaj, Shri
KATRA, JUNE 24: Lieutenant  BaleshwarRai, Dr. Ashok Bhan, Smt.
Governor ShriManojSinhachaired  Sudha Murty, Smt. Gunjan Rana,
the historic 75th Meeting of Shri  Dr. K.K. Talwar, Shri Kulbhushan
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board  Ahuja, Shri Lalit Bhasin and Shri
(SMVDSB),at Spiritual GrowthCen- ~ Suresh Kumar Sharma.
tre, Katra, today. Dr Mandeep K. Bhandari, Prin-
The meeting was attended by  cipal Secretary to Lieutenant Gov-
the newly constituted Board,com- ernor and Shri Anshul Garg, Chief
prising members including Maha- Executive Officer, SMVDSB also

attended the meeting.

The Lieutenant Governor
extended a warm welcome to the
new members of the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board, high-
lighting the trust and responsibility
entrusted to them. He underscored
the Board's crucial role in managing
the Shrine and preserving its spiri-

tual and cultural heritage.
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

CS pushes forward J&K's IT revoluhon with BISAG-N | Srinagar Hits Season’s
atten.dedbyDG Plannmg Com- Peqk qt 35-5°C

Employment; MD,]JKTDC; CEO, m HT News Network / KNO
JaKeGA; IT professionals from
BISAG-N and representatives SRINAGAR, JUN 24: As Jammu and Kashmir
from other departments. braces for the three-day wet spell from tomorrow,

The Chief Secretary took | Srinagar, the summer capital of Jammu and Kash-
stock of the progress made on | mir, hasonceagainsurpassed the previousrecords
development of every new ini- | of two decades after the mercury settled at 35.5
tiative taken-upwiththe BISAG- | degrees, which is the highest June temperature
Nalong with the dates fortheir | since 2005.

m HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JUNE 24: Chief
Secretary, Atal Dulloo, today
chaired a comprehensive
review meeting toassess prog-
ressonvariousdigitalinitiatives
spearheaded by the Bhaskara-
charya National Institute for
Space Applications and Geo-
informatics (BISAG-N) across

the government departments. rollout for public usage. He According to the details available with the news
The meeting besides the observed thatsuchITmeasures | agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), Srinagar
Administrative Heads was TURN ON.....PAGE 02 TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Iran-Israel Ceasefire

Welcome: Dr Farooq
m HT News Network / KNO

ANANTNAG, JUN 24: Former Chief Min-
isterand National Conference (NC), president,
Dr Farooq Abdullah on Tuesday expressed
relief over the ceasefire between Iran and
the United States and called it a positive step

for global peace.
SpeakingtoreportersinAnantnag's Doo-
ru, Abdullah, as reported by news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO)said innocent
people were being killed in the escalating
conflict and the ceasefire was a result of
“global pressure” on America, driven by
humanitarian and economic concerns.

“Iam thankful to the Almighty. If there
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

RAJNATH SEEKS STRONGER

Omar Govt Finally Iran Accepts Israeli Ceasefire Offer ANTI-TERROR TIES AT SCO MEET

Striving fo Restore Proposed by Donald Trump, With its Conditions a United News of India

J&K Statehood:
Dy CM

m United News of India

BEERSHEBA (ISRAEL), JUN Pakistan-backed cross-border terror-
Appeals LG on Rules, Thanks 24: Israel and Iran on Tuesday ism, Defence Minister Rajnath Singhis
Centre for Road Boost accepted a ceasefire plan pro- set to press the Shanghai Cooperation
posed by U.S. President Donald Organisation (SCO) to ramp up efforts
m  HT News Network / KNO Trump to end their 12-day war tocontain terrorismatatwo-day con-
thatroiled the Middle East, after clave of the bloc in China’s Qingdao

SRINAGAR, JUN 24: Deputy Chief Tehran launched a retaliatory that begins on Wednesday.
Minister Surinder Kumar Choudhary on TURN ON.....PAGE 02 e D pemel. | LIS/ Singhis travelling to Qingdao,a port
Tuesday said that the Omar Abdullah-led TURN ON.....PAGE 02

NEW DELHI, JUN 24: In line with
India’s diplomatic offensive against
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The Deputy Chief Minister, as per news
TURN ON.....PAGE 02
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CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

ceasefire, the better. The conflict lasted for 12 days
and caused significant destruction,” he said, express-
ing hope that the ceasefire would be implemented
promptly.

Healso highlighted the government's concern for
the safety of students from Jammu and Kashmir
studying in the region. “A major concern for us was
bringing back our children who were studying there.
Attimes, planes faced difficultiesbecause the airspace
was closed, but today we are hopeful that a large
group of our students will return, and after that our
evacuation process will be complete,” he said.

India Acts.....

of India and its uncompromising policy against
terrorism on the global stage.”

He affirmed that India has made it evident—no
shelter is safe for terrorists who spill the blood of
Indian citizens.

PM Modi said that the country’s dependence on
foreign nations for military needsis steadily decreas-
ing. “India is becoming self-reliant in the defence
sector,” he added.

The Prime Minister noted that this shift was
clearly evident during Operation Sindoor, where
Indian forces compelled the enemy to surrender
within 22 minutes using domestically manufactured
weapons.

Heexpressed confidence thatinthe coming times,
Made-in-India weapons will earn global recognition
and acclaim.

OURGOVT TURNED SERVICE INTO ITS MISSION

Listing the achievements of his government, PM
Modi urged Eeople to recall the conditions 10-11
years ago, when despite decades of independence,
millions of citizens were forced to live in extremely
difficult circumstances.

The Prime Minister pointed out that millions of
familieslacked shelter, countless villageshad noaccess
to clean drinking water, and even minor illnesses
could not be treated due to lack of healthcare and in
casesof seriousillness, there wasnoway tosave lives.

He said that millions of poor people—Dalits, trib-
als, women—were deprived of basic human dignity.

PM Modi emphasized that these hardships per-
sisted across generations, leading many to give up
hope for a better life. He questioned how a nation
could progress when such a large population lived in
pain and despair.

PM Modi stressed that their government made
compassion a central part of its thinking and turned
serviceintoits mission. Headded thatasaresultunder
the PM Awas Yojana, millions of poor, Dalit, distressed,
oppressed,and deprived families have been provided
with permanent homes.

GOVERNMENT ON MISSION TO ENSURE HOME
FOR EVERY POOR CITIZEN

He reiterated the government’s goal of ensuring
a home for every poor citizen and these homes are
not just brick-and-cement structures but reflect the
full concept of a home, equipped with all necessary
amenities. Thatis why the houses built under the PM
Awas Yojana come with gas, electricity,and sanitation
facilities.

Talkingabout the Jal Jeevan Mission, under which
cleanwaterisbeingdelivered to every household, the
Prime Minister, as per KNO, highlighted that even in
tribal regions where government services had never
reached, development is now assured.

He added that for the most marginalized tribal
communities, the PM Janman Yojana was launched
and many regions are witnessing transformation
because of this initiative.

PM Modi remarked that as a result, even those at
thelowestrungsof society have found renewed hope.
“These initiatives are not only changing their lives,
but also seeing themselves playing a vital role in
nation-building”, he added.

INDIA NOW LEADING GLOBAL MOVEMENTS

He noted that today, India is expanding this phi-
losophy with the spiritof global welfare, Highlighting
the recent celebration of International Yoga Day and
mentioned that this year’s theme was ‘Yoga for One
Earth, One Health’, symbolizing the vision of one
planet and universal well-being, the Prime Minister
stated that earlier, India had also launched global
initiatives like ‘One World, One Health'’ for the welfare
of humanity.

He underlined that India is now leading global
movements in the direction of sustainable develop-
ment, such as ‘One Sun, One Earth, One Grid’. Recall-
ing that during India’s presidency of the G20 Summit
in 2023, the theme was ‘One Earth, One Family, One
Future’,the Prime Minister affirmed that these efforts
are rooted in the spirit of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam'’
and inspired by saints like Sree Narayana Guru.

FROM SPORTS TO SPACE, WOMEN MAKING
NATION PROUD

The Prime Minister stated that Sree Narayana
Guru consistently emphasized the importance of
women’s empowerment, and the government is
progressing with the mantraof Women-Led Develop-
ment. He pointed out that even decades after inde-
pendence, there were several sectors in India where
women were outrightly banned from entry.

He affirmed that the government removed these
restrictions, enabling women to gain rights in new
areas.

PM Modi highlighted that today, from sports to
space, women are making the nation proud in every
field. Noting that every section and segment of soci-
ety is now contributing to the dream of a developed
India with renewed confidence.

ThePrime Minister,according to KNO, mentioned
initiatives such as the Swachh Bharat Mission, envi-
ronmental campaigns, the construction of Amrit
Sarovars, and millet awareness drives.

He emphasized that these efforts are progressing
through the spirit of public participation, powered
by the strength of 140 crore Indians.—(KNO)

attentionon golfinginfrastructure, international-
level tournaments and tourism-friendly facilities.

Speaking at an award ceremony for golfers and
hoteliers at the Gulmarg Golf Champlonshlp, the Chief
Minister—whoalso holds the Tourism portfolio—said,
“We want to make Gulmarg a world-class golf desti-
nation once again. Special attention will be given to
golf, golf infrastructure, and tournaments so that
JammuandKashmircanbe marketed asapre-eminent
golfing destination across the globe.”

Acknowledging the effort required, Omar Abdul-
lah said the necessary investment is justified given
the economic and tourism potential of Gulmarg.
“These are high-spending tourists whodon'tjust play
golf—they stay in hotels, go sightseeing, and shop.It’s
about creatingaholisticexperience that brings them
back year after year,” he remarked.

Herecalled the past glory of Gulmarg Golf Course,
onceafavouriteamong India’stop golfers. “The names
of the most iconic Frofessional and amateur folfers
still adorn the walls of the Gulmarg Club. Sadly, the

®© 00 ©

decline in the situation led to the neglect. But we are
determined to bring it back,” he said.

The Chief Minister lauded the role of the local MLA
andemphasized the need foratourist-friendly attitude
towards visitors. “We must see every tourist notas a
one-time visitor, but asa potential repeat guest. Their
satisfaction should be our benchmark,” he asserted,
stressing the need to caterto every kind of visitor—from
golfers and horse riders to winter sports lovers and
those who simply wish to relax in hotels.

Earlier in the day, CM Omar Abdullah inspected
the newly constructed Gulmarg Convention Center,
describing it as a “magnificent property” with an
auditorium, meeting halls, guest rooms, and dining
spaces. He floated the idea of introducing evening
leisure options such as cinema screenings, coffee
shops, and restaurants to make Gulmarg an “all-
encompassing destination.”

Highlighting policy reforms, the Chief Minister
revealed that the government is actively considering
the establishment of a Jammu and Kashmir Golf
Development Authority to manage and maintain all
major golfcoursesacross the UnionTerritory—includ-
ing Srinagar, Pahalgam, Gulmarg, and venues like
Sidhra in Jammu. “We need dedicated synergy and
professional upkeep of our greensand fairways. There
should be a clear distinction between fairways and
roughs,” he added.

Commending his father and former CM Dr. Farooq
Abdullah—a Passionate golfer and someone who has
built the golf infrastructure in J&K, he said that he
would love to do something good for this sport.

The ChiefMinister alsocommended MLA Gulmarg
Farooq Ahmad Shah, the driving force behind the
tournament, expressin§ hope that such initiatives
willbecomearecurring featurein Gulmarg’s tourism
calendar.

Later, the Chief Minister laid the foundation stone
for a 726-meter ski drag lift at Kongdoori, to be con-
structed at an estimated costof  6.84 crore. He also
laid the foundation for the development and beauti-
fication of the water body, gogularly knownas Seven
lSpkrli]ngs at Kongdoori, with the project costing 50

a

At Kongdoori, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
interacted with tourists and enquired about their
holiday experienceinKashmir. The visitors expressed
their gratitude to the Chief Minister for his proactive
role and leadership inreviving tourismin the region.

A group of ponywalas also called on the Chief
Minister and apprised him of various concerns, par-
ticularly the reopening of tourist spotsinand around
Gulmarg, The Chief Minister assured them that all
the issues raised would be addressed in a phased
manner.

Earlier in the day, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
visited the Gulmarg Convention Centre toinspectthe
ongoing works. He urged officials to expedite the
remaining tasks and ensure the centre is made oper-
ational at the earliest to boost tourism and facilitate
major events.

Ontheoccasion, the Chief Minister flagged offthe
Cyclothon, encouraging youth participationinsports
and promoting eco-friendly tourismacross the Valley.

The Chief Minister was accompanied by his Advi-
sor Nasir Aslam Wani; MLAs Farooq Ahmad Shah,
Javed Riyaz Bedar, Mubarak Gul, and Tanveer Sadig;
Additional Chief Secretary to the Chief Minister,
Dheeraj Gupta; Deputy Commissioner Baramulla;
Managing Director, J&K Cable Car Corporation; Chief
Executive Officer, Gulmarg Development Authority;
and other concerned officials.

LG Chairs....

The Lieutenant Governor expressed confidence
that the new members would make significant con-
tributions to the Board's initiatives, furthering its
objectives and enhancing the Shrine's stature.

Healsoacknowledged the dedicated servicesand
significant contributions of former Board Members,
and appreciated their valuable contribution in the
decision-making processes during their tenure.

The Board conducted a comprehensive review of
its past decisions; ratified actions taken since the last
meeting and made several key decisions on 21 sig-
nificantagendaitems having far-reachingimplications
forthe Board's functioningand enhancement of pilgrim
services.

TheBoardtookseveralimportant decisions regard-
ing various ongoing and new projects including the
construction of the Exit Trackand remodelling of the
Manokamna area at Bhawan, development of a heli-
pad in Katra, New Vaishnavi Bhawan, cottages near
the Sports Stadium in Katra, widening of the yatra
track from Sanjichhat to Bhawan, operationalization
of the Board's Medical College at Kakryal and other
initiatives to enhance facilities and services for pil-
grims.

The meeting reviewed the status of the new
helipad project at Village Hutt, a collaborative effort
with ShriShivKhoriShrine Board, being executed by
the Border Roads Organization (BRO). Noting delays
and revisions, the Board expressed serious concern
and directed BRO to complete the project by ending
October-2025. The helipad aims to enhance pilgrim
facilities to ShivKhori Shrine by providing aseamless
and convenient experience for devotees.

The Board also reviewed the progress on renew-
able solar energy initiatives in the Shrine area and
directed the CEOSMVDSBto presentacomprehensive
plan for key installations, in an effort to reduce the
carbon footprint. The Board approved a comprehen-
sive sewerage network covering 100% of establish-
ments within the Shrine area to enhance sanitation
infrastructure.

The Lieutenant Governor reviewed the Yatri
Feedback System and directed its expansion to cover
all services with monthly monitoring and active
encouragement of pilgrim participation, to ensure
continuous improvement in service delivery.

The Board also directed CEO SMVDSB to explore
the possibility of engaging volunteer services to assist
pilgrims by addressing their queries and providing
guidance along the Yatra route, enhancing their
overallexperience and support during the pilgrimage.

The Lieutenant Governor further directed for
identifying vulnerable spots along the pilgrimage
route and implementing necessary measures to
address and mitigate potential risks oflandslides and
shooting stones, ensuring a safer environment for
devotees.

The Board appreciated the enhancement of secu-
ritymeasuresin the Shrine areawith theinauguration
ofanIntegrated Command and Control Centre at SGC,
Katra and 7 Sub-Control Centers by the Lieutenant
Governor, besides, facilitating security agencies with
advanced security equipments to ensure robust
security and real-time crowd management for pri-
oritizing devotees’ safety and security.

The Board approved the dedication of 5 temples
constructedinReasiDistrict tothe publicinJuly-2025
and accorded the approval of construction of 5 new
temples with a focus on maintaining uniform archi-
tectural designacrossalllocations toreflect the Shrine
Board's heritage and aesthetic standards.

TheBoard reviewed and approved financial assis-
tance for institutions under the SMVD Charitable
Society, including Gurukul, Hospital, Sports Complex,
College of Nursing and Medical College to support
theiroperationsand activities through grants-in-aid.

On the sidelines of the meeting, the Lieutenant
Governor inaugurated several pilgrim-centric facili-
ties including Battery Car Parking stand, Outer Cave
Shed, Self Service Kiosk | Digital Cash Register and
Smart Lockers. The Board observed that significant
infrastructure projects have been initiated by the
Shrine Board toenhance pilgrimexperience. ABattery
Car Parking stand at Bhawan to provide convenience
and accessibility to pilgrims, particularly the elderly
and disabled. The basement of about 1000 sqft of
Parking stand serves as a storage area for materials

romthe Material Ropeway. Additionally, fabrication

of a laminated glass shed outside the Cave area to
facilitate smooth gilgrimage regulationinall weath-
er conditions while preserving the area's scenic
beauty.

300 Smart lockers near the Skywalk area at Bha-
wanofferingaconvenient and secure storage solution
were also dedicated to the devotees. These smart
lockersare linked with RFID Cards allowing devotees
to store their belongings safely and securely.

Inaddition, the Lieutenant Governor also inaugu-
ratedanadditional dormitoryblockat SMVD Gurukul,
constructed at a cost of Rs.71.82 lakh which accom-
modates an additional 32 students, enhancing the
institution's capacity and infrastructure to support
the growing number of students.

Earlier, Shri Anshul Garg, CEO, SMVDSB gave a
detailed presentation onvaried activities of the Shrine
Board and the action taken with regard to the imple-
mentation of various decisions of the previous meet-
ings of the Board.

Iran-Israel.....

is indeed a ceasefire, it is a good thing, Innocent

Eeople were beingKkilled,” Dr Abdullahsaid. “Nobody

as surrendered before anyone — neither Iran nor
America — but out of humanity, they decided to halt
the violence. It would have impacted their own
economies and also the economies of the rest of the
world. There wasimmense global pressure on Amer-
icato bring an end to this.”

The NC chief said world peace is interconnected,
and conflicts in one region can have ripple effects
globally.

Heextended his wishes forasmooth and peaceful
AmarnathYatra, exBressing hope that pilgrims would
witness the warmthofthe people of Kashmirand the
natural beauty of the region.

Dr Farooq added, “We hope that devotees have a
darshan of Bholenath happily, return to their homes
with good memories and say how good the people
are and what beauty the Almighty has blessed this
place with."

The former CM welcomed the Centre’srecent push
in sanctioning infrastructure projects in Jammu and
Kashmir, particularly tunnels and roads that are
expected to boost connectivity and development in
remote areas.

“It is good to see that the Centre has sanctioned
many proljects, including tunnels and roads. We hope
more willbe sanctioned in the coming time,” he said.

Dr Abdullah also urged the government to take a
humanitarianviewregardingincarcerated separatist
leader Shabir Shah's health. He said either the govern-
ment should provide him with the best medical
treatment or release him on parole.

“Shabir Shah should be released on parole to get
better treatment, or the government should treathim
very well. If he dies in jail, it will become yet another
allegationagainst the GovernmentofIndia,” hewarned.

The NC chief stressed that human rights must be
safeguarded irrespective of political ideology, espe-
ciallywhenaperson’slifeisat stake. DrAbdulYah said
he stands with the statement of Mirwaiz-e-Kashmir
Umar Farooq, what he said in his last Friday speech.

would make lives of common citizens largely
amenable,

Dulloo underscored the need for developing
respective dashboards for people-centric interven-
tions like Mission YUVA and Sehat Mobile app simul-
taneously. This will help in having peek into their
uptakeamongthe massesbesides devising subsequent
action plans as per the requirements on ground.

Healsoaccentuated the importance of linking the
learning of skill development courses with U-Dise
data so that the trajectory of every student is known
for chiselling his/her career in a better shape.

Thereview highlighted significant advancements
in e-governance, agricultural development, public
services and infrastructure mapPing, reaffirming
J&K's commitment towards digital transformation.

Earlier, the IT Secretary Piyush Singla gave a
detailed overview of ongoing, completed and upcom-
ing initiatives, outlining plans for collaboration with
BISAG-Ntodrive project completion. Healsodetailed
out the objectives that have to be achieved after the
accomplishment of these projects.

Afterwards, the BISAG-N l)resented a detailed
overview of its extensive portfolio of projects,empha-
sizingboth the ongoing endeavours and newinitiatives
aimed at enhancing efficiency, transparency and
citizen-centric service delivery.

The major IT projects related to Revenue Depart-
ment reviewed in the meeting included ongoing
digitization of Revenue Maps (5670 villages com-
pleted), development of Jamabandi portal, Mutation
Register, Oracle Database Migration and a GIS portal
for Ground Truthing (targeted for completion onJune
30,2025).

Akey focus of the meeting was establishment of
aCentre of Excellence in Emerging Technologies. This
envisages development of high-performance comput-
inﬁ (GPUs), robotic kits, drone/UAV innovation capa-
bilitiesand cloud infrastructure, Therevised DPR has
been submitted and fundir(ljg is being pursued from
MeitY, g&l( government and J&K Bank, the meeting
was informed.

About JK Samadhan 2.0, it was informed that the
progressis satisfactory, with the dashboard and heat
map for the latter already developed. These systems
empower the citizenstoregisterand track their griev-
ances efficiently.

The initiatives named Kisan Khidmat Ghar (KKG)
and Daksh Kisan for the Agriculture Production
Department are under nearing completion.

KKG servesasaone-stop solution for the farmers,
offering services like booking cold storage, custom
hiring centers, expert video calls and access to farm
inputs. While Daksh Kisan providesa comprehensive
Learning Management System (LMS) with over 121
certificate coursesin multiple languages for the farm-
ers and agri-preneurs.

The core Mission Yuva app, a single platform for
youthskillenhancement, job vacancies, entrepreneur-
ship ideas and e-courses, was also said to be in the
final Ehase of completion. The Yuva Baseline Survey,
which collects dataonentrepreneurs,isalsofinished

and its database has been shared with the
government departments. Besides, work is in
progressonthedashboard forall services, capac-
ity building module and ONDC App.

Withrespect to Sehat Mobile Application, it
was given out that the same has been com-
pleted and undergoing capacity building. The
SEHAT App guides the patients on health facil-
ities, services and opportunities for healthcare
professionals, ensuringoptimalresource utiliza-
tion.

Regarding development of Holistic Agricul-
ture Development Program (HADP), thisapp for
the Agriculture Production Department was
alsosaid tobe complete and under maintenance,
which is going to allow the farmers to record
and monitor farm output.

The PM-Gati Shakti State Master Plan plat-
form, as diclosed in the meeting, aims at bring-
ing together all departments for integrated
planning of infrastructure and connectivity
projects. The statuswas said tobe complete and
under maintenance across all departments.

The meeting also had discussions onacom-
prehensive mobile application for education
stakeholders, an Al-based learning advisor, a
teacher transfer portal and integrated litigation
management services.

The Chief Secretary also reviewed progress
onJalshaktiMob app, Real time Mining Surveil-
lance app, JKCIP portal, Chief Minister Assur-
ances Monitoring Dashboard, J&K Tourismapp,
GISbased Land bank, Mission YUVA and ONDC
Integration and many others relevant to differ-
ent departments.

The Chief Secretary expressed satisfaction
with the progress and reiterated the govern-
ment's commitment towards leveraging the
technology for good governance and citizen
welfare across the UT.

Srinagar Hits.....

has récorded a day temperature of 35.5
degrees, which is the hottest day of the season
so far. Similar day temperature was recorded
on June 20, breaking the previous record of 20

ears.
g In Qazigund, a gateway of Kashmir, the
mercurysettledat33.6 degreeswhile Pahalgam
recorded 30.6 degrees. In Kupwara,amaximum
temperature of 34.7 degrees while Kokernag
and Gulmarg, afamous ski-resort, the mercury
s.ett%ed at33.2degreesand 26.0 degreesrespec-
tively.

Jammudivision, however, continued to wit-
ness below oraround normal temperatures with
Jammurecordingamaximum temperature 34.1
degrees.

Banihal recorded a day temperature of 30.6
degrees and Batote, Katra and Bhaderwah
recorded a maximum temperature of 28.2
c!egi"ees, 30.7 degrees and 33.2 degrees respec-
tively.

P%rtinently, ammu and Kashmir is expect-
edtowitnessathree-day wet spell from tomor-
Trow.

Director Meteorological department (MeT),
DrMukhtar Ahmad said thatintermittent spells
of light to moderate rain and thundershower
are expected at many places with the possibil-
ity of heavy rain at isolated places of Jammu
division from June 25 to June 27.

Between June 28 to 30, he said there is a
possibility of intermittent rain and thunder-
shower at scattered places while from July 01
to 02, there is a possibility of intermittent rain
and thundershower at scattered places.

In this regard, the MeT has issued an advi-
sory, stating that there is a possibility of moder-
ate to heavy rain with intense showers at a few
places, mainly in Jammu division from June 25
to27.1t added that flash floods at a few vulner-
able places with landslides, mudslides and
shooting stones are expected.

Waterlogginginlow-lyingareasofthe plains
of Jammu division and a rise in water level in
rivers and local nallahs are expected, the advi-
sory reads, adding that farmers are advised to
suspend irrigation, sprayingand fertiliser appli-
cation from June 25 to June 27—(KNO)

Omar Govi.....

agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO)
expressed gratitude to PM Modi, Union Minis-
ter Nitin Gadkari and Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah for the approval of 19 key road and
tunnel projects worth Rs 10.637 crore for Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

The Chief Minister, according to him, has
managed to secure the 316 projects under
PMGSY for J&K with his dedicated efforts. He
said now 19 key projects have been approved
by the Centre after hectic efforts by Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah.

“In8 months of our tenure, the Chief Minis-
ter after visiting Delhi multiple times has suc-
ceeded in getting the approval for these key
projects. He is not among the Chief Ministers
whovisited Delhi fordowngrading of erstwhile
J&K state to Union Territory. The approval of
thgge projects shows his(CM's) seriousness,” he
said.

He said the government is putting sincere
efforts to ensure the restoration of statehood
and J&K's special status.

He also lashed out at the BJP, stating that
none among them has won recent assembly
electionson their own. "The narcotest of all the
BJP MLAs including the Leader of Opposition
needs to be conducted to ascertain the veracity
of their statements," he said.

Also, the Deputy Chief Minister a%pealed
to the Lieutenant Governor to send the copy
of business rules pending with him. “Despite
Delhi being so far from us, it has provided us
with key projects. “You (LG)are our neighbour
and we expect and hope that the business
rules will be approved and sent to us back,”
he said.

Reacting to demands for bunkers in border
areas, he said the approval has to be given by
the Centre."We hope it will be done shortly," he
said,adding thatas witnessed in the 'Operation
Sindoor',Jammuand Srinagaralsofelttheimpact,
thus the need for such bunkers is not confined
to border areas only.

Expressing gratitude to the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union Minister Nitin Gadakari
for approval of key projects, the Deputy Chief
Minister said that the long pending demands of
Feople from Chenab and Sadhna Top have been

ulfilled. “Noteven asingle promise will remain
unfilled. We have been elected for the period of
five years and all the promises including the
tunnel for Gurez will also be fulfilled in the next

few years,” he said.

Choudhary, replying toaque{jy, said thatthe
gap of ten years cannot be filled in one night,
saying that it takes some time to fill the gap.

Aboutthe macadamization, he said that the
process has already been started.

On the students stuck in [ran, he said that
some of the studentsare stranded there, but the
efforts are being made to ensure their safe
return—(KNO)

Finally Iran.....

limited missile attackonaU.S. military base
inQatar.

The acceptance of the deal by both sides
came after Tehranlaunched afinal onslaught of
missiles targeting Israel that killed at least four
people early Tuesday (June 24, 2025) morning,
whilelIsraellaunchedablitz of airstrikes target-
ing sites across Iran before dawn.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said
Israel had agreed to a bilateral ceasefire with
Iran in coordination with Mr Trump.

Mr. Netanyahu said that he had reported to
Israel’s security cabinet Monday ni%ht that
Israel had achieved all of its war goals in the
12-dayoperation againstlran,includin%remov-
ing the threat of Iran’s nuclear and ballistic
missile programs. Israel also damaged Iran’s
military leadership and several government
sites and achieved control over Tehran’s skies,
Mr. Netanyahu said.

“Israel will respond forcefully toany violation
of the ceasefire,” Mr. Netanyahu said.

Heavy Israeli strikes continued in Iranian
cities until shortly before 4 a.m., followed by
Iranianbarrages that sentIsraelis hurryinginto
bomb shelters as the sun rose, killing at least
five people and injuring eight others, Israel’s
Magen David Adom rescue services said.

Writin%loveran hourafteradeadline passed
for Iran to halt its attacks, Mr. Trump wrote on
TruthSocial: “THE CEASEFIREISNOW IN EFFECT.
PLEASEDONOTVIOLATEIT! DONALD].TRUMP,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES!”

[ranian state television reported that the
ceasefire went into effect at 7:30 a.m., but [ra-
nianofficials have not commented since Trump’s
announcement. Hoursearlier Iran’s top diplomat
said the country was prepared to haltairstrikes.

“As of now, there is NO ‘agreement’ on any
ceasefire or cessation of military operations,”
IranianForeign Minister Abbas Araghchiwrote
in a post on X. “However, provided that the
Israeliregime stopsitsillegal aggression against
the Iranian people no later than 4 am Tehran
time, we have no intention to continue our
response afterwards.”

Mr. Araghchi added: “The final decision on
the cessation of our military operations will be
made later”

Iran’'sbarrage damaged atleast three dense-
ly packed residential buildings in the city of
Beersheba, police said.

Firstresponders said they retrieved four five
fromonebuildingand were searching for more.
Outside, the shells of burned out cars littered
the streets. Broken glass and rubble covered the
area.Hundreds of emergency workers gathered
to search for anyone else trapped in the build-
ings.

gPolice said some people were injured even
while inside their apartments’ reini!orced safe
rooms, which are meant to withstand rockets
and shrapnel but not direct hits from ballistic
missiles.

The direct hit in the largest city in southern
Israel came before Mr. Trump said the ceasefire
had gone into effect. (Agencies)

Rajnath Seeks.....

city in China’s eastern Shandong province,
for the conclave which is expected to exten-
sively deliberate on the evolving regional secu-
rity scenario.

The defence minister’s plan to call for great-
er regional cooperation to counter terrorism
comes nearly a month-and-a-half after India
carried out precision strikes on nine terror
infrastructures in Pakistani territories in
response tothe horrificPahalgamterrorattack.

Itis the first visit to China by a senior Indian
minister after the ties came under severe strain
following the military standoff along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh that
began in May 2020.

NSAAjit Dovalisalsovisiting Chinatoattend
aconclave of SCO’s top national security officials.

Singh is expected to highlight India’s con-
tinued commitment to the principlesand man-
date of the SCO, outline India’s vision towards
achieving greaterinternational peace and secu-
rity, call for joint and consistent efforts to elim-
inate terrorism and extremism in the region,
according to an official readout.

It said the defence minister is also expected
to stress on the need for greater trade, eco-
nomiccooperationand connectivity withinSCO.

Hewillalsoholdbilateral meetings with the
defence ministers of some participating coun-
tries, including China and Russia.

“India attaches special importance to SCO
in promoting multilateralism, political, secu-
rity,economicand people-to-peopleinteractions
in the region,” the defence ministry said in the
readout.

It safls SCO pursues its policy based on the
principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity of
nations, non-interference in internal affairs,
mutual respect, understanding and equality of
all member states.

China s hosting the meeting in its capacity
as the current chair of SCO.

The military standoff in eastern Ladakh
be%an in May 2020 and a deadly clash at the
Galwan Valley in June that year resulted in a
severestraininties betweenthe twoneighbours.

The face-off effectively ended following
completion of the disengagement process from
the last two friction points of Demchok and
I[))ep;:imgunderanagreementfinalised onQcto-

er21.

In December, NSA Ajit Doval visited Beijing
and held talks with Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi under the framework of Special Rep-
resentatives (SR) dialogue on the boundary
dispute.

The decision to revive the SR mechanism
and other such dialogue formats was taken at
a meeting between Prime Minister Narendra
Modiand Chinese President XiJinpinginKazan
on October 23.

The Modi-Xi meeting came two days after
Indiaand Chinafirmed up adisengagement pact
for Depsang and Demchok. (Agencies)
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Agriculture Minister tours Srinagar city; assesses Muharram,
Shri Amarnathji Yatra arrangements

| HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 24: Minister for
Agriculture Production, Rural Devel-
opment Department and Panchaya-
ti Raj, Javid Ahmad Dar, today con-
ducted an extensive visit to
Shia-dominated areasin Srinagar to
review the arrangements being put
in place for peaceful and smooth
conduct of Muharram processions.

Accompanied by MLA Lal Chowk,
Sheikh Ahsan Ahmed and senior
officers from various departments,

Javid Dar visited several Imambaras
including Balhama, Pandrethanand
Guru Bazar.

The Minister emphasized the
importance of close coordination
among the departments to ensure
that all arrangements are ensured
wellinadvance. He stressed the need
for uninterrupted electricity and
potable water supply, sanitation,
medical facilities and effective traf-
fic management.

The Minister also interacted with
the caretakers, organizersand devo-
tees, listening to their concerns and

suggestions as well.

Javid Dar directed the officials to
address the public grievances on
priority to ensure a peaceful and
comfortable experience for the dev-
otees. He assured that the Omar
Abdullahled governmentis commit-
ted towards facilitating peaceful and
smooth conduct of religious events
in the region.

The Minister also visited transit
camp at Panthchowk, setup for the
annual Shri Amarnathji Yatra, to
review the boarding and lodging,
sanitation and medical facilities put

in place for the yatris.

The Minister's visitaimed toensure
apeaceful and successful conduct of
Muharramand ShriAmarnath Yatra
while also addressing the needs and
concerns of the local community.
Javid Dar directed the officials to
address the public grievances on
priority to ensure a peaceful and
comfortable experience for the dev-
otees. He assured that the Omar
Abdullahled government is commit-
ted towards facilitating peaceful and
smooth conduct of religious events
in the region.

Mian Altaf inaugurates 2 day Gojri Cultural
conference at Tagore Hall, Srinagar

[ | HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR,JUNE24: Member
of Parliament Anantnag-
Rajouri, Mian Altaf Ahmad,
today inaugurated a two day
Gojri Cultural Conference at
Tagore Hall, Srinagar.

The event, being organized
by the Jammu and Kashmir
Academy of Art, Culture and
Languages (JKAACL), witnessed
participation fromalarge num-
ber of tribal writers, poets and
artists from across J&K.

A distinguished panel com-
prising Er. Khursheed Ahmed,
Member of Legislative Assem-
bly, Dr.Javaid Rahi, Chief Editor
Gojri and G.D. Tahir, former

Director of Doordarshan Sri-
nagar shared the presidium.
In his presidential address,
Mian Altaf Ahmad emphasized
the culturalimportance of Gojri
language saying that it as the
third-largest spoken language
in Jammu and Kashmir. He
called for its inclusion in the
Eighth Schedule of the Indian
Constitution and pledged to

raise the matter with the Gov-
ernment of India.He highlight-
ed the wide presence of the
Gujjar community across all
districtsand acknowledged the
significant contributions made
by Gojri poets, scholars and
artists. Commending the Acad-
emy’sinitiative inreviving such
a crucial cultural event after a
long hiatus, he expressed hope

that the conference would help
bridge the regional and cul-
tural gaps within the Gujjar
community.Speaking on the
occasion, Er. Khursheed Ahmed
underscored theimportance of
documenting the traditional
knowledge systems of the Guj-
jarand Bakerwal communities,
calling on institutions like the
Tribal Research Institute and
JKAACL to act swiftly to pre-
serve this invaluable heritage.

G D Tahir, in his remarks,
advocated for establishment of
Gojri departments in Kashmir
University and Jammu Univer-
sity. He stressed the need for
greater institutional efforts to
safeguard this historiclanguage
and its traditions.

Labour Commissioner reviews SANJY Registration Camp
Sonmarg, labour welfare measures at Zojila Tunnel

[ | HT NEWS DESK

SONAMARG, JUNE 24:
Labour Commissioner, S.
Charandeep Singh, today con-
ducted afield visit to Sonamarg
toreview the ongoingregistra-
tion of service providers for Shri
Amarnathyji Yatra(SAN]Y)2025.

Heinspectedthe labourwel-
fare measures at major infra-
structure sites, including the
Zojila and Z-Morh Tunnels.

At the SANJY Registration
CampinSonamarg, the Labour
Commissionerinteracted with
the service providers and
reviewed the registration pro-
cess being facilitated by the
Labour Department.Hedirect-
ed the Nodal Officer (Assistant
Labour Commissioner, Gander-

bal) toensure thatregistration
of all the service providers is
carried out in a smooth, effi-
cient and hassle-free manner.
He emphasized timelyissuance
of RFID cards to the registered
individuals, as per the schedule
prescribed by the Shri Amar-
nathji Shrine Board.
Pertinently, a total of 9,224
service providers have been
registered at the Ganderbal
Axis, sofar. Across all registra-
tion points, the Labour Depart-
ment has achieved 88.6 % of its
target, havingregistered 23,787
outofthetotal target 0of26,850
service providers.Later, the
Labour Commissioner visited
the under-construction Zojila
and Z-Morh Tunnels, two vital
infrastructure projects in the
region.At these worksites, he

interacted with both the work-
ers and the management rep-
resentatives to assess the
implementation of labourlaws
and welfare schemes.

During the interaction, he
enquired about the key aspects
of workerwelfare. These includ-
ed timely payment of wages,
occupational safety and health
standards, provision of transit
accommodation for non-local
workers,awareness and regis-
tration under the Building and
Other Construction Workers
Welfare Act, coverage under
social security schemes such
as Employees' State Insurance
(ESIC)and Provident Fund (PF).

The Labour Commissioner
stressed upon the management
to ensure strict adherence to
all applicable labour laws.

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq Pays
Glowing Tribute to Hazrat Umar

Committee on Public Undertakings
reviews functioning of JKSPDC

Div Com Kashmir visits ICCC, HMT; directs
operationalization of Command Centre

Emphasizes on effective surveillance, dissemination of real-time information
Farooq (RA) on Martyrdom :
. Chairman stresses tapping power potential, timely commissioning of projects in JK
Annlversal‘y | HT NEWS DESK
" HT NEWS DESK . HTNEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 24: With the
annual Shri Amarnathji Yatra
approaching, Divisional Commis-
sioner (DivCom)Kashmir, Vijay Kumar
Bidhuri, today visited the Integrated
Command & Control Center (ICCC) at

Srinagar, June 24, KNT: Mirwaiz-e-Kashmir, Dr
Moulvi Muhammad Umar Farooq, on Monday paid
rich tribute to the Second Caliph of Islam, Ameer-ul-
Moomineen Hazrat Umar Farooq (RA),on the occasion

SRINAGAR, JUNE 24: The Committee on
Public Undertakings of Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly today held a review
meeting at the Assembly Complex in Srinagar

of his martyrdom anniversary, describing him as a
towering figure whose legacy continues toilluminate
the path of justice, leadership, and faith.

Mirwaiz Mirwaiz recalled the historic contribu-
tions of Hazrat Umar Farooq (RA), calling him a fear-
less, just,and visionary leader wholaid the groundwork
for an era of governance rooted in equity, freedom,
religious tolerance, and human dignity:.

“HazratUmar (RA)was a statesman whose dedica-
tion to public service, commitment to Islamic prin-
ciples, and integrity of character remain unmatched.
His rule exemplified the highest standards of account-
ability and compassion,” Mirwaiz said.

He emphasized that the Second Caliph’s contribu-
tions tolslam and society are not confined to the past.
“His administrative brilliance, spiritual depth, and
moral strength continue to serve as a timeless inspi-
ration for Muslims and for anyone entrusted with

leadership,” he added.

Mirwaiz also stressed the enduring relevance of

Tanvir Sadiq.

to examine audit paras related to the Jammu
and Kashmir State Power Development Cor-
poration (JKSPDC).

The meeting was presided over by Com-
mittee Chairman, Ali Mohammad Sagar and
attended by members including Saifullah
Mir, AliMohammad Dar, Baldev Raj Sharma,
Shakti Raj Parihar, Ranbir Singh Pathania,
Showkat Hussain Ganai, Saif Ud Din Bhatand

Secretary Legislative Assembly Manoj
Kumar Pandita outlined the agenda.

The Chairman called for expediting all
ongoing hydroelectric and power projects
across Jammu and Kashmir, noting the Union
Territory's vast yet under-utilised potential
for power generation. He stressed the need
for timely completion and commissioning of
projects to benefit the public.

The Chairman underlined the role of robust

auditsinensuring transparency and account-
ability. He directed the officers to prepare
and submit all relevant audit reports to the
Committee for appropriate reply to the audit
para’s.

He also instructed that the joint represen-
tation submitted by the employees of various
PSUs be referred to the General Administra-
tion Department (GAD) for comments.

Highlighting the importance of efficient
Public Sector Undertakings, the Chairman
emphasised active cooperation from the
members and the officials to strengthen the
sector.

“It is the responsibility of this Committee
to ensure people do not suffer due to delay
in execution and completion of projects.

HMT to assess functioning of the cen-
tre for hassle-free Yatra.

During the visit, he informed that
all designated officials from the rele-
vant departments were deployed to
the ICCC urgently for round the clock
functioning of the command centre
and effective surveillance and dis-
semination of real-time information
especially exigencies.

He emphasized the need for the
operation of hunting line numbers to
ensure that pilgrims have access to
urgent assistance.

Div Com also called for the daily
compilation of surveillance data and
call logs reports.

Meanwhile, he also reviewed final
arrangements in a meeting with offi-
cers to ensure smooth and peaceful

conduct of the Yatra.

The meeting was attended by Direc-
tor of FCS&CA, Dr Owais Ahmad;
Deputy Commissioner Srinagar,
Akshay Labroo; Commissioner SMC,
Faz Lul Haseeb, and representatives
from various departments such as
ULB, IMD, PHE, KPDCL, I&FC, PWD,
R&B, SDRF, NDRF, Fire & Emergency,
SRTC, and the Police.

In the meeting, Div Com assessed
preparations across departments to
ensure aseamless and spiritual expe-
rience for the yatries.

Director FCS&CA informed the
meeting that sufficient quantities of
essential supplies have beenallocated
for the Yatra camps, and this will be
adjusted as per need as the Yatra pro-
gresses.

Hazrat Umar Farooq’s (RA) teachings in the modern
era, noting that today’s world, plagued by injustice
and moral decline, has much to learn from his model
of ethical governance and concern for the common

Principal Secretary SWD emphasizes enhanced early education, nutrition under ECCE

people.[KNT]

Trio Arrested for Operating Chairs joint review meetmg of Soc1al Welfare, School Education Departments

Unauthorized Fuel Tradein B HTNEWSDESK During the meetingthe Prncipal Scre-
» t. viewedt 1 -

SOllth KaShmlr SRINAGAR, JUNE 24: Principal Secretary, céil;%,;)lri)(;;rrisseorf3 ECC%I—)rgi«SatZElclaaréti\/lir?:s.

Social Welfare Department, Anil Kumar
Singh, today chaired a joint review meet-
ing of the Social Welfare and School Edu-
cation Departments to assess the imple-
mentation of Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE),in Jammu and Kashmir.
The meeting, held at the Civil Secretariat
in Srinagar, focused on enrolment trends
and the functioning of Anganwadi Centres
and Kindergarten Centres across Jammu
and Kashmir.

The Principal Secretary laid emphasis on
ensuring quality early education and
adequate nutrition for children under
ECCE, underscoring the importance of
foundational literacy, physical develop-
ment and socio-emotional growthbefore

He directed the officials to intensify
monitoring mechanisms to ensure effec-
tive on-ground implementation. He called
for robust inter-departmental coordina-
tion, asking the officials from both the
departments to work with sincerity and
dedication to strengthen child develop-
ment services and improve nutritional
outcomes for children.

The meeting was attended by the Secre-
tary, School Education Department, Direc-
tor General, Women and Child Develop-
ment, Secretary in Social Welfare
Department, Mission Director, ICDS, Direc-
tors of School Education (Kashmir and
Jammu); Directors of Social Welfare (Kash-
mirand Jammu)besides all DPOs and CEOs.

| HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, June 24, : In a major crackdown on black
marketing of petroleum products, Pampore Police on
Tuesday unearthed a large-scale illegal fuel trade
operating in the town, seizing nearly 19,000 litres of
petrol, diesel, and kerosene from multiple locations
and arresting three individuals allegedly involved in
the racket.The operation was carried out under the
leadership of Dy.SP Shravan Singh, along with SHO
Pampore, under the close supervision of SDPO Pamp-
ore Shri RP Singh. Acting on credible intelligence
inputs, police teams launched simultaneous raids at
various sites in Pampore town suspected of storing
and selling petroleum products without proper licens-
es.KNT

formal schooling begins. He reviewed the
operational status of Anganwadi Centres
and Bal Vatikas, highlighting the need for
a holistic approach in nurturing young
children. work.

Special attention was given to weeding
out duplicate entries from the enrolment
lists and ensuring that all eligible benefi-
ciariesare covered under the ECCE frame-
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AIDS victims deserve compassion, not

condemnation: Sakeena Itoo
Flags off mobile ICTC Vans of J&K AIDS Control Society at Srinagar

| HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 24:
Minister for Health and
Medical Education, Social
Welfare and Education,
Sakeena Itoo, flagged off
Mobile Integrated Counsel-
ling and Testing Centre
(ICTC) Vans of Jammu and
Kashmir AIDS Control Soci-
ety (JKACS) here today.

Theinitiative was aimed
to strengthen the health-
care outreach and aware-
ness among the people of
underserved areas and
vulnerable communities.

Secretary Health and
Medical Education, Dr.Syed
Abid Rasheed Shah; Direc-
tor SKIMS; Project Director,
JKACS; Director Family
Welfare and Immuniza-
tion; Director AYUSH; Prin-
cipal GMC Srinagar; Chief
Medical Officers; senior
officers of JKACS; health
departmentand other con-
cerned officers were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Addressing a gathering

k

ofhealth professionals, the
Minister emphasized on
the urgent need of de-stig-
matizing HIV/AIDS persons
and ensure support-orient-
ed approach for the affect-
ed individuals. “People
living with HIV/AIDS need
to be handheld with com-
passionand dignity. It's not
just about medical inter-
vention, it'saboutrestoring
hope and trust through
proper counselling, aware-
ness and community sup-
port”, she stated.

Plantation Drive by JKAP-8th Bn

| HT NEWS DESK
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She remarked that peo-
ple affected by this virus
need tobe counselled, sen-
sitised and looked after
properly, sothat those hid-
ing this due tostigmaasso-
ciated withit,canalsocome
forward and seek proper
medical treatment.

The Minister further said
that these ICTC Vans are
high end vehicles which
will contribute effectively
in fighting this virus. She
added that these mobile
ICTC Vans are aimed at
expanding thereach of HIV/
AIDS testing and counsel-
ling services toremote and
underserved areas of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, particu-
larly targeting the high-risk
groups and marginalized
populations.

“The launch of these
mobile vansis a testament
to Government’s resolve to
bring best healthcare ser-

vicestothedoorsteps ofthe
most vulnerable. No one
should bedenied accessdue
to geography or stigma,”
said the Minister.

Dr. Syed Abid Rasheed
called upon all toredouble
their efforts for completely
wiping out this virus from
the region as J&K has min-
imal cases of this virus. He
also spoke in length about
therole ofeveryindividual
in eradicating this virus
from the society.

Earlier, in her welcome
address, Deputy Director,
JKACS, Dr. Monika Vali,
spoke about the broader
aspects of mobile ICTC
Vans.She further said that
thisinitiative will also help
in early detection of this
virusamongaffected indi-
vidualsaawell as strength-
en prevention measures
due to awareness.

Ontheoccasion, the Min-
isterwasalso briefed about
the specialities of these
mobile ICTC Vans. He was
informed that these Vans
areequipped with facilities
for confidential counsel-
ling, blood sample collec-
tion, rapid testing and IEC
(Information, Education
and Communication)
awareness campaigns.

Itwasalso givenout that
these vans will be manned
by trained healthcare pro-
fessionals, ensuring both
sensitivity and profession-
alism in every interaction.

During legal meeting with Laywer
Er Rashid Reaffirms Commitment to Tunnels for Gurez, Keran

and Machil; Promises Being Pursued, Good News Soon

n HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar | June 24:Awami Itihaad
Party (AIP) Chief Spokesperson Inam
Un Nabi on Tuesday said that incar-
cerated AIP President and Member
of Parliament Er Rashid continues to
remain deeply committed to the
development of border areas, as he
held a detailed legal meeting with
his counsel Advocate Javeed Hubbi.
During the interaction, Er Rashid
expressed heartfelt gratitude to
Union Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways Nitin Gad-
kari for their positive response to
key developmental issues raised by
him, especially the long-pending
demand for the Sadhna Tunnel. He
expressed hope that the demands
for construction of similar tunnels
in Gurez, Keran and Machil would
also receive early approvals.

Inam Un Nabi revealed that despite
being incarcerated, Er Rashid has
formally written letters from Tihar
Jail to both Minister Nitin Gadkari

and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,
reiterating his long-standing
demands for critical tunnel infra-
structure in the border areas. With
the Sadhna Tunnel now approved,
Er Rashid lauded both ministers for
taking the necessary stepstoaddress
the pressing need of the people liv-
inginremote, high-altitude regions.
Conveying his message through
Advocate Hubbi, Er Rashid reaf-
firmed his steadfast commitment to
the people of Gurez, Keran and
Machil. He assured them that the

promises made during his campaign
are being vigorously pursued and
that “good news is expected very
soon.”

ErRashid also extended his deepest
thanks to the residents of Karnahin
general and to the Karnah Action
Committee in particular, for con-
tinuously supporting himinthe fight
for the Sadhna Tunnel. Their persis-
tent efforts and unity, he said, have
played a pivotal role in turning this
long-standing demand intoareality.
"Incarceration cannot and will not
deter ErRashid’'sresolve toserve the
people. His proactive steps from jail
areabefittingresponse to those who
mocked his supporters by saying
their vote was wasted,” AIP Chief
Spokesperson Inam Un Nabi stated.
It is worth mentioning that prior to
his arrest, MP Er Rashid had staged
a three-day protest demanding the
construction of tunnels for Karnah
and Gurez—an act that underscores
his longstanding dedication to the
development of neglected and stra-
tegically important regions.

Jammu, JUNE 24: A plantation drive was carried out
in JKAP-8th Battalion Miran Sahib Jammu in in order to

Promote Environmental Awareness

Sh. Suram Singh-JKPS(SSP) inaugurated the drive
and emphasized the urgent need for environmental
conservation. Planting tress is one of the simplest and
most effective ways to combat climate change and ensure
a better future for next generations. He further advised
thatin order to make environment green neat and clean
we should plant tress everywhere. He further said that
plantationdriveis part of a series of eco-initiatives being
undertaken by this unit and reflects the commitment
towards creating a clean, green and more sustainable
environment. The event witnessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from officers, and other staff members of the
unit.

PUBLICNOTICE

Itis hereby notified that my Name has been
incorrectly mentioned on his Adhar card, as name
NAJMA AKTHER D/O MOHAMMAD AKBAR SHEIKH
while his correct name IS NAZIMA AKTHER D/O
MOHAMMAD AKBAR SHEIKH R/O MUGALPORA as per
school record now | have applied for the correction. If
anybody having any objection in this regard he/she
may file his/her objection concerned authority /UIDAI
office within a period of 07 days after that no objection
will be accepted.

Name:NAZIMA AKTHER W/O NASEER AHMAD
SHEIKH. D/O MOHAMMAD AKBAR SHEIKH

R/0O: MUGALPORA /TEHSIL KUPWARA

DIST KUPWARA

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI

(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Application for issuance of OBC certificate in favour of
SHABIR SAJAD AHMAD NAJAR S/O GH HASSAN NAJAR R/O KALAN-
TRA PAYEEN Tehsil KREERI for the issuance of OBC ( Other Backward
class in his /her / their favor

PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding the subject cited above the file in the office of the
undersigned for the issuance of OBC in this connection a report
of patwari halga concerned has been sought which reveals that
the applicantis currently residing in the village of KALANTRA
PAYEEN of Tehsil KREERI and belongs to the NAJAR community
having annual income 169000// the details of family of the
applicant are as fallows
1...GHHASSAN NAJAR Father 65 years Aged
2..RAJA BEGAM Mother 60 years Housewife
3...SAJAD AHMAD NAJAR self 39 years khidmat centre income
48000
4...ALTAF HASSAN Brother 30 years carpenter 96000
5...MEHJABEEN AKHTER wife 35 years H/W
6...ADIL HASSAN NAJAR brother 24 years student

7...HAZIQ SAJAD son 01 years minor

if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of said
certificate certificate shall present his/her claim this office within
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertaine

NAIB TEHSILDAR KALANTRA

PUBLICNOTICE

I, prabhaben, Spouse of No 15166844X Rank Hav Name
Rathod Subhashbhai Bhanjibhai presently residence of
26,Chitrakut society, near Varniraj Society, Nikol Naroda
Road, PO & PS- Nikol , Teh-Ahmedabad, Dist-Ahmedabad-
382350(Gujarat) have changed my Name from Prabhaben
to Rathod Prabhaben vide Affidavit dated 28/05 /2025 before
the ID Notrary Public at srinagar (J&K).

® 00 ©

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed to general public that | am appling for
Registration of Contractor Card at OFFICE OF THE
SUPERINTENING ENGINEER PWD (R&B) circle Baram-
ulla/Kupwara,if anybody is having any objection in this
regard he/she may file his/her objection in the OFFICE
OF THE SUPERINTENING ENGINEER PWD (R&B) BARAM-
ULLA within the period of 7days from the date of
publication of this notice . After that no objection shall
be entertained.

Bashir Ahmad Sheikh
S/0O Ali Mohammad Sheikh
R/O Arth Budgam

PUBLIC NOTICE

I Have lost RC of my vehicle bearing Registration
No JK 01W/2272 lost while travailing from
Watharo Chadoora to Bugam . Now i have
applied for its duplicate . if anybody having any
objection in this regard he/ she may file his / her objection
in the office of concerned ARTO Budgam within seven days
from the publication of this notice after that no objection
will be entertained.

Name :- Mohd Sultan sheikh S/O Gh Mohd sheikh

R/O Wathora Budgam

PUBLICNOTICE

My name has been wrongly written as ANAYAT HAFEEZ
R/O DAWLATPORA Tehsil kreeri in Adhaar record bearing
Adhaar no. 432884692495 while my correct nameis
INAYAT HAFEEZ R/O DOWLATPORA Tehsil ...Kreeri which
needs to be corrected if anybody having any objection in
this regard he/ she may file his / her objection in the office
of concerned aadhar authorities of india within seven
days from the publication of this notice after that no
objection will be entertained.

Name... INAYAT HAFEEZ
R/O.....DAWLATPORA TEHSIL KREERI
ADHAAR NO....432884692495

PUBLICNOTICE

This is for information of general public that the (Electric
bill ) power connection is registered on my Father's name
MOHD AKBARHURRA .Now this Connection bearing
Consumer ID NO 021204000 4524 wants to be registered
onmy name GHHASSAN HURRA S/O MOHD AKBAR
HURRA .If anybody have any objection in this regard He/
She may file his/her objection in the concerned PDD office
within seven days from the date of publication ofthis
notice after that no objection will be entertained
Name..GH HASSAN HURRA
S/O ...MOHD AKBAR HURRA

PUBLICNOTICE

This is to inform the general public that the date of birth
and name of my son have been incorrectly recorded in the
school and domicile certificate as Ifham Farooq Sheikh, D.O.B
11/08/2004.Whereas the correct name of my son is Iffam
Farooq and his correct D.O.B is 01/03/2007.This notice is be-
ing issued to correct the records. If anyone has any objec-
tions, they must present them in writing at the office of the
undersigned within seven days. No objections will be enter-
tained after the expiry of this period.

Name of Declarant:

Farooq Ahmad Sheikh

Father of: Iffam Farooq Resident of: Pahalgam, Kashmir

PUBLICNOTICE

1, Mohd Asif Shah, S/o Gull Mohd Shah, R/o Wangund Kul-
gam, have lost the Registration Certificate (RC) of my vehicle
Alto 800 bearing registration number JKO3L-6167.1 am ap-
plying for a duplicate RC. If anyone has any objection, they
may inform the concerned RTO office within 7 days of this
notice.

Baramulla hosts first District-Level Goat
Show at Multi-Facilitation Centre Rafiabad

| HT NEWS DESK

BARAMULLA, JUNE 24: Depart-
ment of Sheep Husbandry, Baram-
ulla successfully organised first-of-
its-kind District-Level Goat Show and
Goat-Associated Value-Added Prod-
ucts awareness event at the Multi-
Facilitation Centre (MFC), Chijhama
Rafiabad here today.

Director, Sheep Husbandry Depart-
ment Kashmir, Dr.Rafiqg Ahmad Shah
was the Chief Guest at the event.

In his address on the occasion, the
Director appreciated the depart-
ment’s efforts, highlighting the
importance of such eventsin promot-
ing scientific goat farming and youth
engagement. Heassured that similar
programmes would be conductedin
the future given the positive public
response it received.

Speaking at the event, the District
Sheep Husbandry Officer Baramulla,
Dr.Showkat Ahmad, emphasised the
tremendous potential of goat farming
in the district, particularly in light of
the growing demand for goat milk
and chevon. He stressed the need to
explore systematic avenues foradopt-
ing goat farming on commercial
level value addition, processing of
goat milk and meat products, which
couldsignificantly enhance farmers’
income, generate local employment,
and open new market linkages.

On the occasion, the Director also

visited various stalls and interacted
with the participants.

The event had enthusiastic par-
ticipation oflivestock breeders, farm-
ers, students, officials from the dis-
trict administration, media
personnel and representatives of
various agri-allied departments. Dur-
ing the event, more than 70 partici-
pants from Sheep Development
Blocks of Rohama, Rafiabad, Sopore,
Dangerpora, and Baramulla show-
cased around 80 elite goatsincluding
Bucks, Does,and Weaners for exhibi-
tion and competition.

Prominent goat breeds on display
included Beetal, Barbari, Jamunapa-
ri,Kagani, Jakhrana,and Boer, reflect-
ing the region’s rich livestock genet-
icdiversity. Ateam of experts judged
theanimals on standard parameters
like body conformation, body condi-
tion score, breed characteristics,
production traits, reproductive traits,
temperament, and behaviour. The
Best Buck, Best Doe, and Best Wean-
er in each category were awarded
first, second, and third prizes, along
with certificates of appreciation.

A wide range of interactive stalls
wassetup by all keyline departments
like Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal
Husbandry,and Fisheries, whoactive-
lyengaged withvisitors on their stalls.
These stalls disseminated informa-
tionon flagship government schemes,
innovative farming practices, and
allied sector services aimed at rural

livelihood generation.

Among the key attractions of the
exhibition wasadedicated stall show-
casing value-added goat milk prod-
ucts like paneer, ghee, butter, lassi,
and fresh goat milk. Visitors were
informed about the nutritional value,
health benefits,and business poten-
tial of these products, making this
segment a standout component of
the event.

Additionally, pharmaceutical com-
panies and livestock insurance pro-
viders participated in the event, offer-
ing valuable information on animal
healthcare solutions, and insurance
options tailored to the needs of live-
stockowners. Prominent goat breeds
on display included Beetal, Barbari,
Jamunapari, Kagani, Jakhrana, and
Boer, reflecting the region’s rich live-
stock genetic diversity. A team of
experts judged the animals on stan-
dard parameters like body conforma-
tion, body condition score, breed
characteristics, production traits,
reproductive traits, temperament,
and behaviour. The Best Buck, Best
Doe, and Best Weaner in each cate-
gorywere awarded first, second, and
third prizes, along with certificates
ofappreciation.Awiderange of inter-
active stalls was set up by all key line
departments like Agriculture, Hor-
ticulture, Animal Husbandry, and
Fisheries, whoactively engaged with
visitors on their stalls.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXTENSION OFFICER PUBLICITY WING ANIMAL HUSBANDRY DEPARTMENT SRINAGAR

Advisory for livestock on event of Heat wave situation.

Heat-wave is a condition of atmospheric temperature that leads to physiological stress, which sometimes
can claim animal life. Heat -wave amplify many risks such as animal health related or economic risks. Staying
cool and hydrated are important steps to be taken to avoid heat related illness.

Animals at high risk
1.Young animals
2.Dark coloured animals

3.Sick animals with history of respiratory, kidney and liver diseases.

4.Newly born animals
5.Pregnant and lactating animals
6.Heavy animals

7.Animals with high metabolic rates (e.g high milk yielders) and low sweaters (pig, dogs) are more suscep-

tible.
Signs of heat stress

Lying outstretched, Dry nose, weakness, muscle tremors, salivation collapse, swollen abdomen, change in
posture hysteria, increased drinking, loss of appetite panting, Rapid panting with tongue out, open beak

panting and holding wings out in case or poultry.

General Precautions

Adequate shade:- Limit exposure to direct sunlight by keeping them in shaded areas during peak heat hours.

Provide ample shade whether natural or artificial.

Use cooling methods: use fans to regulate indoor temperatures. Consider using cooling mats or wet towels

in case of companion animals utilize sprinkles.

Keeping hydrated; Offer plenty of drinking water and ensure constant supply plenty of cool and clean water

to prevent dehydration.

Reschedule activities:- Avoid activities of animals during the hottest part of the day. Consider adjusting

feeding schedule to cooler times.

Conserve water; Be mindful of water usage during heat-wave as water resources can be strained.
Prepare for power outages; Have a plan in place in case of power outages which can disrupt cooling systems.

ADDITIONAL TIPS

Avoid hot pavements in case of Pets.

Never keep/leave animals in parked cars.

Consider clipping animals with long coats.

Avoid unnecessary handling or transportation during hot hours.
Provide more digestible and palatable feed.

Provide nutritional supplements in the form of mineral mixtures.
Monitor for signs of heat stress and seek veterinary care.

Issued in the interest of public by Publicity Wing Animal Husbandry Department Srinagar. -

Pub Date:25-06-25
DIPK-2892/25
Date: Jun 24 2025

Animal Husbandry Department
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SANJY-2025: DC Srinagar, SMC Commissioner
visit Yatra Transit Camp Pantha Chowk

Take onsite stock of arrangements for seamless conduct of annual pilgrimage

n HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR JUNE 24:-In connection with
the upcoming Shri Amarnathji Yatra-2025,
Deputy Commissioner(DC)Srinagar,
Akshay Labroo along with Commission-
er Srinagar Municipal Corporation(SMC),
Faz Lul Haseeb undertook a visit to Yatra
Transit Camp, Pantha Chowk here on
Tuesday.

The visit was focused on ensuring robust
arrangements for the smooth and seam-

During the visit, the DCissued directives
to Officers to expedite preparations and
ensure all arrangements are put in place
well ahead of the Yatra-2025. Emphasiz-
ing pilgrim comfort, he stressed the need
for seamless coordinationamong Depart-
ments to enhance services at the Camp.
Special attention was laid on ensuring
proper sanitation facilities, availability of
cleandrinking water, electricity and set-
ting up of Langars(community kitchens)
to provide nutritious meals and the and.
The DC&SMC Commissioneralsoinspect-

less conduct of the annual pilgrimage, set
to commence on July 3, 2025.

Additional Deputy Commissioner Aadil
Fareed, Joint Commissioner SMC, Nuzhat
Khurshid, SDPO Panthachowk Zohaib &

senior Officers of Police and District
Administration Srinagar accompanied
the DC during the visit

On the occasion, the DC reviewed the
boarding,lodging, bedding, registration,

sanitation, medical facilities at the Pantha
Chowk Transit Camp, a halt site for pil-
grims traveling to the Amarnathji cave.
He also took stock of other amenities to
ensure they meet the needs of the yatries.

edthereadiness of Yatri Facilitation Cen-
ter, which will handle critical services
such as e-KYC verification, RFID card
distribution, and registration to stream-
line the pilgrimage process.

Director FCS&CA reviews
arrangements for SAJNY-
2025 at Anantnag

n HT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, JUNE 24: Director FCS&CA, Dr Owais
Ahmed, conducted a tour of Nunwan and Chan-
danwari camps established in district Anantnag
for Shri Amarnathji Yatra 2025.

He took stock of the arrangements made at the
said camps, and it wasapprised that sufficient stock
of food grains and petroleum products have been
made available as per the requirement for yatris
and other service providers associated with func-
tioning of Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra.

Officer directed the concerned officials to ensure
that there shall be no shortage of food grains and
additional food grains are also kept available to
meet out any exigency.

It was further directed that officials of FCS&CA
deputed at these camps, for the said task, shall
remainavailable 24*7 to address any related issues
faced by the pilgrims and the service providers at
the stations.

SANJY-2025: Online coordina-
tion & orientation conference
on disaster management held
at Anantnag

[ | HT NEWS DESK

ANANTNAG, JUNE 24: Anonline coordinationand
orientation conference on Disaster Management
was held with all stakeholders involved in the
upcoming Shri Amarnathji Yatra (SANJY) 2025.
The session was chaired by Major General Sudhir
Bahl(Retd.), Lead Consultant for Medical Emergen-
cies (ME), Incident Response System (IRS), and
Mock Exercises, National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA).

The primary objective of the conference was to
ensure effective coordination among all agencies
responsible for managing potential hazards
and emergency situations during the Yatra.
Major General Bahl delivered acomprehensive
presentation outlining the structure of the
proposed mock exercise, as well as the roles
and responsibilities of the deployed teams in
response to various emergency scenarios. He
emphasized the need for all stakeholders to
remain fully prepared and vigilant to mitigate
any eventuality.

Speaking on the occasion, Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC) Anantnag, Sandeep Singh
Bali,assured that the District Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) is well-prepared to handle any
disaster like situation. He also noted that compre-
hensive training has been imparted to various
stakeholders.

Notably, further mock exercises are scheduled to
be conducted on June 28 at various locations to
enhance the preparedness of all involved agencies.

DCreviews the status of irrigation and water availability across
the Kulgam district in view of the on going paddy season.

FTIL A
K/ ‘L\A

[ Farooq Rather

KULGAM]JUNE 24: The Dis-
trict Development Commis-
sioner Kulgam Athar Aamir
Khan(IAS), today reviewed
the irrigation status and
water availability in all 48
major canals and irrigation
systems across the district.
Discussions were held
regarding:

1) Water availability, canal
head status,command area
status, irrigation coverage
as on today was reviewed
for canals including
Noorabad canal, Watoo
canal, Yari canal, Grimtoo
canal, Buman, Banimullah
canal, Sonman canal, Mav

S
Canal,AmnooLad,BaniLad,
Tethbuji, Hardchoon, Nandi
Canal etc.

2) Directions were issued
toofficials of Irrigation, RDD,
Revenue, Mining depart-
ments to stay available on
field in their respective

Wl b

— 5 ‘.' L ‘ all -

areasand ensure issues are
timely resolved.
3) 24*7 Control Room has
been made operational.
4) No employee shall levae
the headquarter with spe-
cific permission from dis-
trict admin.

5)Fortailendareasof canals
special efforts by way of
warabandi, manpower
mobilisation, leakage reduc-
tion Canals shall be taken.
6)XENirrigation was direct-
ed to coordinate with Teh-
sildarstoredress theissues
withrespecttoNandiCanal
which is at the tail end of
the district.

The meeting was attended
by Assistant Commissioner
Development (ACD), Assis-
tant Commissioner Revenue
(ACR), DMO, All Tehsildars,
Executive Engineer of Irriga-
tion and Flood Control,
(AEEs), Block Development
Officers(BDOs)among oth-
ers.

Dharti Aabha Abhiyan:
Massive awareness prog.
held at tribal Checkshera,

village of Gojithiji Budgam
| HT NEWS DESK

BUDGAM, JUNE 24: As part of the ongoing Dharti
Aabha Abhiyan, a large-scale awareness and outreach
programme was successfully conducted today at pan-
chayat Checkshera, village Gojithiji, a remote tribal
settlement under block Khansahib.

The programme focused on saturation of government
schemes across 25 interventions under 17 line depart-
ments, specifically targeting tribal communities.

The event witnessed enthusiastic participation from
local residents, with greater turnout, reflecting the
growing interest and engagement of the tribal popula-
tion in the Abhiyan.

All concerned line departments actively participated
in the Gram Sabha, wherein their representatives elab-
orated on the eligibility criteria and benefits of various
government schemes, and identified areas where 100%
saturation was yet to be achieved.

A significant highlight of the programme was the on-
spot registration and facilitation of schemes including
PMAY-G (Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Gramin), Kisan
Credit Cards (KCC), Swadesh Darshan Guest Homes,
Holistic Agriculture Development Programme (HADP),
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) - Functional Household Tap
Connections (FHTC), PMJAY Health Cards (Ayushman
Bharat).

KPDCL revises timing of
shutdown of 33 kV SH Pora
line, 33 kV Kawdara line & 33
kV Mattan-Pahalgam line

SRINAGAR, JUNE 24: In view of ongoing extreme heat
wave conditions, the office of the Chief Engineer, Dis-
tribution, KPDCL has revised the timing of power shut-
down of several 33kV lines.As per the schedule, the
shutdown of the 33kV SH Pora line and 33 kV Kawdara
line, previously scheduled for 28.06.2025 & 30.06.2025
from 10:00 AM to 06:00 PM, has been revised to 08:00
AM to 01:00 PM on the aforementioned dates, purely in
theinterest of public convenience.Similarly, the shutdown
ofthe 33kV Mattan Pahalgam line, previously scheduled
for 25.06.2025, from 10:00 AM to 04:00 PM, has been
revised to 08:00 AM to 01:00 PM on the aforementioned
date, purely in the interest of public convenience.

Abdul Rahim Rather inaugurates
additional Block of GHSS Pakarpora

[ HT NEWS DESK

DC Kishtwar reviews performance
of banks at DLRC meeting

YAV

BUDGAM, JUNE 24: Speaker Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative Assembly, Abdul Rahim
Rather, inaugurated the additional accom-
modation Block of Government Higher Sec-
ondary School (GHSS) Pakarpora here today.
The project was completed at a cost of Rs
1.60 crore by R&B Division, Charar-i-Sharif.
Afterinauguration, the Speakeralsoinspect-
ed different blocks of the institution and had
assessment of existing infrastructure.

The Speaker, on the occasion, distributed
certificates among the best performing stu-
dents of the institution. He assured the stu-
dents that in coming days efforts would be
made to establish library and a play field in
the institution.Later, the Speaker interacted
with various public delegations and indi-
viduals. They put forth various issues and
grievances before the Speaker and sought
theirimmediate redressal. They alsodemand-
ed school library, fencing of Wall in school
premises and widening of road from Pakar-
pora to Pulwama.

While interacting with these public delega-
tions, the Speaker assured them that their
genuine demands will be redressed prompt-
ly.Among others, senior officers of district
administration, staff members of the school,
localsand large number of students were also
present on the occasion. Speaker Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative Assembly, Abdul Rahim
Rather, inaugurated the additional accom-
modation Block of Government Higher Sec-

ondary School (GHSS) Pakarpora here today.
The project was completed at a cost of Rs
1.60 crore by R&B Division, Charar-i-Sharif.
Afterinauguration, the Speakeralsoinspect-
ed different blocks of the institution and had
assessment of existing infrastructure.

The Speaker, on the occasion, distributed
certificates among the best performing stu-
dents of the institution. He assured the stu-
dents that in coming days efforts would be
made to establish library and a play field in
the institution.

Later, the Speaker interacted with various
public delegations and individuals. They put
forthvariousissues and grievances before the
Speaker and sought theirimmediate redressal.
They also demanded school library, fencing
of Wall in school premises and widening of
road from Pakarpora to Pulwama.

While interacting with these public delega-
tions, the Speaker assured them that their
genuine demands will be redressed prompt-

ly.

] HT NEWS DESK

KISHTWAR, JUNE 24: A
District Level Review
Committee (DLRC) meet-
ingforthe quarterending
March 2025 was held
today under the chair-
manship of District
Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Pankaj
Kumar Sharma. The
meeting brought togeth-
er senior officials from
banks and the govern-
ment departments.

The meeting focused on
evaluating credit flow
under government-spon-
sored schemes, financial
literacy efforts and
achievementsin priority
sectors like agriculture,
horticulture and MSMEs.
Key schemes discussed
included the Kisan Cred-
it Card (KCC), Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY), PM Mudra,
PMFME, NRLM, Social
Security Schemes and
programs promoting
entrepreneurship.

The DC expressed con-
cern over the poor per-

formance of some banks
and directed them to

meet settargets prompt-
ly. He emphasized the
importance of support-
ing agriculture, allied
sectors, HADP, small
enterprisesand women-
led businesses.To
strengthen financial out-
reach, the DCinstructed
the Lead District Man-
ager (LDM) to prepare a
Camp Calendar and Con-
vergence Plan for door-
to-door awareness and
services delivery. These
camps willbe conducted
in coordination with
banks and relevant
departments to bring
services closer to the
people.Highlighting the
district’s potentialin mil-
let production, the DC

asked for encouraging
youthandlocalentrepre-
neurs to explore millet-
based enterprises—citing
their economic and
health benefits.The DC
asked for achieving 25 %
targets by the next DLRC
meeting, urging all
departments and banks
to work together to pro-
mote entrepreneurship,
ensure timely loan dis-
bursement, and remove
any barriers to project
implementation.The
meeting was attended by
AD FCS&CA Shafqat Ali
Keen, CAO Kushal Chan-
del, CHO Sajid Mustafa,
LDM Harsh Rawal, LDO
RBI Anil Kumar, DPM
NRLM and representa-
tives from various
departments.

DC Srinagar reviews progress on heritage conservation projects in the District

Stresses upon stakeholder Departments to ensure time bound completion of all projects undertaken for preservation, revival & restoration

n HT NEWS DESK

preservation, revival, restorationand

sison collaborative effortsby allline

The DC stressed upon the stake-

SRINAGAR JUNE 24:- Deputy
Commissioner(DC)Srinagar, Akshay
Labroo today chaired a meeting of
the District Level Coordination-cum-
Implementation Committee for the
revival, restoration, preservationand
maintenance of architectural and
heritage sites here at the Meeting
Hall of the DC Office Complex.

At the outset, the Deputy Commis-
sioner was apprised about the prog-
ress of ongoing conservation projects
undertaken in Srinagar District for

®© 00 ©

maintenance.

The DCtookacomprehensive review
of the status of the each project
taken up under theinitiative includ-
ing restoration, conservation and
development of Aali Masjid Eidgah,
KhankahiNagashband Sahib, Zeast-
ha Devi Zeathyar temple, Baba
Ghulam-U-Din Shrine Brein Nishat,
Narayanmuth Shivji temple Tulsi-
bagh, Ram Mandir Safakadal, Syed
Mohammad Hussain Mazandarani,
Vicharnag temple and Mangleshwar
Bheirev Asthapan Babdam.

Onthe occasion, the DClaid empha-

Departments in restoration prac-
tices to conserve architecture of the
sites on heritage pattern. He also
directed them to expedite efforts
closely toensure the effective imple-
mentation of heritage preservation
projects.

During the meeting, the DC also
discussed the new conservation
projectsidentified for current fiscal.
The DCasked them to prepare DPRs
and estimates at the earliest ensur-
ingallrevival, restoration works are
carried out while preserving therich
art, culture and heritage of Kashmir.

holder Departmentstoensure speedy
execution of the works on the heri-
tage conservation projects so that
they are completed in a time bound
manner.

Besides Chief Planning Officer, Fay-
az Ahmad Dar, the meeting was
attended by Superintending Engineer
R&B, District Statistics & Evaluation
Officer, Deputy Director Archives,
Executive Engineers of R&B and
other concerned. During the meeting,
the DC also discussed the new con-
servation projectsidentified for cur-
rent fiscal.

00 ¢

CMK



®

CM K
S AHEADLINES

Srinagar, Wednesday

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

25-June-2025

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

HT - EDIT

@ @headlinestodaydaily

“ @headlinestoday

B @headlinestodaynews 6

" AHEADLINES

TODAY

VoiceToThe Voiceless

Chief Patron Of Lubaab Publications Group:
Syed Sad Ud Din Bukhari (Saidi),

Printer Publisher, Owner And Editor:
Syed Jahangir Bukhari,

Printed At: Lubaab Publications, Radio
Colony Gund Hassibhat Lawaipora
Srinagar -190017,

Gen. Manager: Sheikh Mushtaq Ahmad
Cell No - 9697071471,

Editorial Section: 7006846797,
Multimedia Section: 9419008414,
Advertisement Section: 9697071471

RNI No: Jkeng/2011/39231

HT EDITORIAL

For better results start publishing
of text-books at the earliest

Forthe pastfew days some ofthe reportsinthelocal
media suggest that the Jammu & Kashmir Board of
School Education is facing shortage of funds with
respect to the publishing of the text-books for the dif-
ferent classes in the government and private schools
of the Kashmir valley. The funds for the publishing of
different text-books are meagre and it is due to this
reason that the target number of text-books could not
be published.

The students and their parents could be running
from pillar to post so as to get the text-books for the
different classes. Visits to the shops of the book sellers
inthe Srinagar district and other districts of the Kashmir
valley became an order of the day. The books were
available to the students one by one and not in one
go. This meant that either the students or their parents
would have to visit the booksellers on a regular basis
in order to get the books.

At the end of the day some of the students could
not get all the books and they had to get the same
from their seniors. In the Kashmir valley the case was
worse with the Kashmiri books and these were avail-
able to a handful of students. In most of the cases the
students had to rely upon the old books and as such
there was a compromise on the quality of the books.
There were many students who were not happy while
having old books in their hands and they wanted their
parents to get fresh books.

Ever since the Department of School Education has
adopted auniform syllabus forboth the governmentand
private schools of Kashmirithas come to the fore thatthe
text-books are notavailable tothe studentsin due course
oftime. There has been no enhancement of the capac-
ity building of the publication division of the Board of
School Education over the years. It is due to this reason
that there are many gaps when it comes to the supply
and demand of the text-books for the different classes.

As the new academic session in the Kashmir valley is
set fo start from October, it is high time that the Board of
School Education starts publishing the text-books at the
earliest. This would ensure timely delivery ofthe text-books
tothe students and there would be no confusion. In case
the Board is not able to do so then the private publishers
should be roped in for better and timely results.

Cybersecurity Awareness:
Essential Habits for Everyday Life

m Dr. Syed Irfan Yagoob

In the age of digital technology,
cybersecurity is no longer solely
the concern of big organizations or
computer wizards—it's away of life
for everyone now. With our lives
more and more interconnected via
smartphones, computers, and
smart home devices, the threats of
cyber-attacks like phishing, mal-
ware, and identity theft have nev-
erbeen greater. Thankfully, it's easy
to make your online security dra-
matically better and safeguard your
personal data by just following
some simple habits.

Why Cybersecurity Matters for
Everyone.

Cybercriminals are always
changing their strategies, using
malicious emails, phoney websites,
and scams to target people. A sin-
gle thoughtless click or weak pass-

word can result in identity theft,
financialloss, oreven privacy com-
promise for your family. Because
of this, cybersecurity awareness is
an essential life skill for everyone,
not just IT workers.

Everyday Cyber Hygiene:
Practical Steps

1. Use Strong, Unique Pass-
words

The first line of defence against
hackers is frequently Change your
passwords. Use a combination of
capital and lowercase letters, dig-
its,and special characters to create
secure passwords. Don't use the
same password on multiple web-
sites. To safely keep track of your
credentials, think about utilising a
trustworthy password manager.

2. Enable Two-Factor Authen-
tication (2FA)

it is much more difficult for
hackers to access your accounts
when you add an additional layer
of security, like a code generated
by an app or sent to your phone.

3. Keep Software and Devices
Updated

Update your antivirus program,
apps, and operating systems on a
regular basis. Security patches that
address flaws that hackers take
advantage of are frequently includ-
ed in updates. Whenever possible,
turn on automatic updates to stay

safe without having to do anything
extra.

4. Be aware of Phishing and
Suspicious Links

Phishing scams are a popular
method used by criminals to obtain
your personal information. Emails
or messages from unfamiliar send-
ers should be avoided, especially if
they request financial or personal
information. Before opening attach-
ments or clicking links, make sure
the sender is legitimate.

5. Protect Your Home Network

Your home Wi-Fi router and
devices should have their default
passwords changed. Create adistinct
guest network for guests or smart
devices and set a strong, one-of-a-
kind password for your Wi-Fi.

6. Use Antivirus and Security
Software

Install trustworthy anti-virus
and anti-malware software on
every device you own. To find and
eliminate threats, run routine scans
and maintain software updates.

7. Practice Safe Browsing and
Sharing

Visit trustworthy websites only,
especially when entering private
data.Check the address bar of your
browser for the padlockicon. Before
disclosing private information on
social media or in public places,
give it careful thought.

8. Backup Your Data Regu-

larly

Store backup copies of critical
files on a secure cloud service or
externaldrive.Inthe event that your
dataislostor compromised, regular
backupsaidinyour speedy recovery.

Building a Culture of Cyber
Awareness:

We all share responsibility for
cybersecurity. Discuss safe online
practices with your loved ones,
friends, and co-workers. Children
and those who are less tech-savvy
should be encouraged to learn
aboutdigital risks and to ask ques-
tions. Raising awareness contrib-
utes to the creation of asafer online
environment for all users.

It only takes a little attention to
detail and a few smart habits to stay
safeonline. You can confidently take
advantage of the advantages of the
digital world and safeguard yourself
against the majority of threats by
maintaining good cyber hygiene on
a daily basis. Keep in mind that a
moment of caution can preventalot
of problems.

Associate Professor
Department of Computer
Science Engg. (AIT)
Chandigarh University

M: +91-7006773429

Email: syedirfan2003@gmaiil.
com

‘ The Fea.r of Failure:
A Silent Taboo in our Classrooms

m By Tyima Bilal

Inthe structural silence of modern classrooms,
where rules are strict and expectations high, a
quiet but dangerous fear has taken root, “The fear
of failure.” This fear has grown so dominant that
itis no longer just a feeling, it has become a taboo.
This fear, though invisible, holds immense power
over the minds of students. It restricts curiosity,
silences questioning, and punishes creativity. It is
damaging the very essence of what education is
meant to be.

Inour current education system, students are
trained to aim for perfection. High marks, top
ranks, and flawless performance are rewarded,

while mistakes are frowned upon. A single poor
grade is often enough to shatter confidence. The
moment a child stumbles, the system often
interprets this as weakness. As a result, failure
is seen not as part of the learning journey, but
as something shameful.

This mindset forces students into dangerous
habits: they never try anything unless they are
sure they will succeed. Classrooms become silent.
Hands don’t go up. Questions aren’t asked. Risk-
takingisreplaced by rote learning. Students stop
exploring, stop thinking beyond textbooks, and
focus only on what will keep them safe from
failure. Over time, the pressure to succeed
becomes so intense that students begin to fear
trying anything new or anything where the
outcome is uncertain.

Onereason for the fear of failure is theimmense
pressure from society, where only achievers are
celebrated, and mistakes are magnified. This taboo
surrounding failure doesn’t just affect academic
performance but it deeply harms emotional well-
being. Students begin tointernalize their mistakes,
question their worth, and often suffer in silence.
They grow afraid to speak up, to explore, or to take
risks, all because they fear falling short. In their
hope for abright future, parents unknowingly add
tothisburden. Schools, too, often prioritize grades

over growth. In such an environment, the fear of
failure becomes deeply rooted, emotional, and
painful.

However, true education is not about never
failing, itisaboutrising stronger after each setback.
Itis time we change the culture of our classrooms.
Teachers must create safe spaces where students
are encouraged to ask questions, to try, to fail, and
to try again. Parents must stand beside their chil-
dren, offering support rather than pressure. Stu-
dents must be taught that their worth is not mea-
sured by marks, but by their mindset and resilience.
Exams should assess understanding, not just
memory. Class discussions should welcome wrong
answers as opportunities for learning, not as rea-
sons for ridicule. The real goal of education is not
to produce perfect students, but to nurture confi-
dent individuals who can adapt, learn, and grow.
In the end, education is not about avoiding failure
,itisabout learning how torise, every single time.
Let’s break the silence. Let’s break the taboo. Let’s
give our students the courage to fail and the free-
dom to truly succeed.

A medical student and social activist,

Tyima Bilal writes about youth development,
mental health, and the need for
compassionate education.

"Cashless” treatment for accident victims:

Intentions are good, system is useless

m Priyanka Saurabh

In this country, when someone meets
withanaccidentontheroad, thefirst ques-
tionaskedisnothow deeptheinjuryis-first,
the questionaskedis "Doyou have aniden-
tity card?”, "Do you have insurance?", "Is
the hospital registered?” and then finally
- "Will we be able to save him or not?". As
if papers are more important than the life
of the victim.

Insuchacountry, when the government
says that "now anyone injured in a road
accident will get free treatment up to 1.5
lakh for the first seven days", it seems as if
the system has put on a human face. But
when we see the reality of this scheme on
the ground, that face looks blurred - some-
times lost in files, sometimes stuck in the
portal, and sometimes dying due to the
indifference of the hospital.

This cashless treatment scheme was
started under section 162 of the Motor

Vehicles Act. The objective was that no poor
or rich person should have to dig deep into
his pocket for treatment. At first glance, it
seems that the government has understood
the pain of the common man. But then the
same old question arises - will the system
ever be able to bridge the gap between
intention and policy?

So far, many states have not even given
orders to implement this scheme. Even in
developed areas like Noida and Ghaziabad
adjacenttothe capital Delhi, hospitals did not
know that the scheme had been started till
June 2025. Isn't it funny that the scheme has
been started but hospitals and doctors are
searching for it like a lost traffic signal?

And eveninthe hospitals which are asso-
ciated withthe scheme, the limitof treatment
is 21.5 lakh. Now just think - can the ICU,
surgery, medicines, testsofa patientadmitted
in a serious road accident be limited to 1.5
lakh? Private hospitals have clearly said -
“Why should we work at a loss?” And the

government replies — “Deshseval” But is
servingthe nationtheresponsibility of doctors
alone? Not of policy makers?

The crisis is not limited to money only.
The portal - yes, the same portal made on
the computer - seeing which even the clerk
of the hospital can scratch his head. Some-
times the documents are not uploaded,
sometimes the form remains incomplete,
and sometimes the entire claim goes into
"error”. Forget about the patient, even the
hospital does not know whom to contact,
where to get the correction done.

Hospitals, police, insurance agencies and
state health authorities—all have different
rules, different understandings, and equal
confusion. No one knows whose jobitis. The
plan seems to be a play in which everyone is
acharacter,butnoone hasbeengivenascript.
Moreover, sometimes the accident is so seri-
ousthatthenearbyhospitalsare notregistered
in the scheme. In such a situation, they are
afraid ofeven doing “stabilization” - they are

afraid thatmoney might get stuck! Theresult
—theinjured patientis carried fromone place
toanotherintheambulance,and his “golden
hour” i.e. the most precious time to save life
—is spent on the way.

Now let's talk about the most basic but
most neglected aspect - awareness. The
public does not know that such a scheme
exists. People take out their cameras when
they see an injured woman lying on the
road, but are unable to tell the name of the
scheme for her treatment. Even the staff
working in the hospital does not know how
toimplement the scheme. Will the scheme
benefit when the beneficiary does noteven
know that he is a beneficiary?

The humor deepens when the govern-
ment offers areward of up to 225,000 under
the 'Rahveer Yojana' for helping an injured
person - but people are limited to radio or
government posters about the scheme. On
social media, where people are seen danc-
ing and singing, this scheme is invisible.

Alotneedstobe done tomake the scheme
successful on the ground. First of all - state
governments should give up their laziness
and give clear guidelines. Registration of
hospitals should be made mandatory with-
inacleartime frame. The example of Indore
is good where hospitals were included in
the scheme within three daysinJune 2025.

Second, the financial limit of the scheme
should be decided according to the actual
medical costs. If the government wants to
save lives, then why is it pushing hospitals
into losses? Third, the portal must not
become amockery of “Digital India”. It must
be made simple, clear and technically effi-
cient. The claim process must be transpar-
ent - so that the hospital gets paid on time,
and the patient gets relief.

The author is a Research Scholarin
Political Science, Poet, freelance
journalist and columnist, Ubba Bhawan,
Aryanagar, Hisar (Haryana)-127045
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The 10 US Airbases in the Middle East:

A Modern-Day East India Company?

m Mohd Ashraf Wani

i interests.

For decades, the Middle Easthas been
portrayed as a region plagued by insta-
bility, terrorism, and authoritarianism.
Yet, beneath this rhetoric lies a calcu-
lated geopolitical chess game, where
military footprints, particularly those
of the United States, serve as tools for

The Iranian Dilemma: The Thorn in
the Eye

At the center of U.S. military
entrenchment lies one undeniable
factor: Iran.

Despised by Washington and Tel
Aviv alike, Tehran represents:

influence and control. At the heart of N The most significant regional

this strategy are the 10 key U.S. air- i, \1.&_ force resisting U.S. and Israeli

bases scattered across the Middle East, it hegemony

subtly reshaping the region’s political B N An ideological and military

future under the pretext of “stability.” counterweight to Gulf monar-
But are these airbases merely a chies

defense mechanism, or do they echothe
imperial footprints of the British East
India Company, which onceinvaded and
controlled the Indian subcontinent under
the guise of trade and protection?

List of the 10 Major U.S. Airbases in
the Middle East

1.

AlUdeid AirBase (Qatar) -The
largestU.S. military installation
in the region, hosting over
11,000 personnel and
advanced fighter jets.

N Asource ofasymmetric threats
— from proxy militias to missile
programsU.S. and Israeli offi-
cials openly cite Iran’s influ-
ence in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon,
and Yemen as justification for
theirmilitary posture. Yet, some
argue thatthe realfearlies not
in Iran's military might, but in
its refusal to bow to Western
dictates — much like the Indi-
an princely states that resisted
the East India Company.

2. Al Dhafra Air Base (UAE) - A
critical surveillance and drone Conclusion:
operations hub. The Future of the Middle East —Inde-
3. Prince Sultan Air Base (Saudi pendence or Invisible Chains?
Arabia) - Hosting missile History reminds us that empires
defense systems and fighter troversial U.S. foothold nearthe Bab el-Mandeb and political decisions. rarely announce their arrival with fan-
squadrons. Irag-Syria-Jordan border. N Politicalleverage overgovern- fare. They come under banners of trade,
4. Ali Al Salem Air Base (Kuwait) ments across the Gulf and Partners in Crime or Sovereign security, and stability. The British East
- Vital for qirlift operations and Stability or Strategic Occupation? Levant Allies? India Company spoke of commerce —
logistics. The official narrative speaks of pro- Formany, these arrangements expose until it ruled India. The U.S. speaks of
5. Camp Arifian (Kuwait) - U.S. tectingallies, combating terrorism,and Who Really Pays? The Economic Bur- a harsh truth: Middle Eastern rulers, defense — yet its bases mark a form of
military’s logistical command preserving peace. However, the pattern den on the Middle East Ironically, while especially in Gulf monarchies, have modern neo-imperialism, controlling
centerin the Gulf.6. Incirlik Air of these bases, theirlocations near ener- these airbases project U.S. military become partners in the preservation of oil, borders, and politics from afar.
Base (Turkey) - Hosting NATO gy corridors, maritime chokepoints,and might, much of the financial burden falls foreign influence, trading genuine sov- AsMiddle Eastern nations continue to
and U.S. assets, including borders with Iran, tells another story upon the host nations themselves: ereignty for regime security. host, fund, and tolerate these bases, they
reported nuclear warheads. — one of calculated power projection. Qatar, for instance, has reportedly mustask: are they partnersin stability, or
6. Muwaffaq Salti Air Base (Jor- Much like the East India Company, invested billions of dollars to construct By financing U.S. military operations, partnersin crime, willingly ceding sover-
dan) - Known for drone opera- whicharrivedin Indiafortrade but stayed and expand the AlUdeid base.Saudi Ara- they: eignty for temporary security?
tionsandregionalsurveillance. to rule, these U.S. airbases have trans- bia and the UAE have funded portions of A Maintain their grip on power And for Iran — vilified, isolated, yet
7. Tower 22 (Jordan-Syria-Iraq formed from temporary security out- baseinfrastructure and operational costs. N Suppress internal dissent defiant — the struggle continues, not
Border) - A secretive outpost posts into permanent military strong- Kuwait, Jordan, and Bahrain also N Shield themselves from exter- merely for regional dominance, but for
monitoring Iranian move- holds, giving Washington unparalleled contribute significantresources to sup- nal threats (real or perceived) aMiddle East free from foreign dictates.
ments. access to: port U.S. military presence. But at what long-term cost? Critics The shadows of empire may look
8. FErbil Air Base (Iraq) - Support- N The world’s largest oil and gas Inessence, regional governments are warn of aregion increasingly viewed as different in the 21st century, but their
ing U.S. presence in northemn subsidizing their own strategic contain- a client zone, where local rulers act as footprints remain unmistakable.
Iraq. N Criticalshippinglanessuchas ment, funding bases that ensure U.S. facilitators of foreign power, rather than
9. Al-TanfGarrison (Syria)- A con- the Strait of Hormuz and the military dominance over their territories as independent guardians of national The author is a Freelancer

LANGUAGE REFLECTS
OUR DECENCY AND IDENTITY

I Dareto Disappear

m Sidharth PK

Idisappear tonight,
As the moon remain silent
And the darkness rains

O‘er therevolving earth

m Vijay Garg

Language is the definition of our
decency and personality. Language is

66

that it is existing in all forms. Just as we
shield solid gold into different colour of
jewellery and it becomes our beauty.
Bhadespanhasincreasedinourlanguage

the core of our culture, rites anﬁl advance- The IGnQUQge proves after the rise ﬁf multiple f(c)lrunlls on tﬁe
ment. Language is our aesthetic. Lan- internet. We have stopped valuing the
guage is invaluable contribution to the how deep the roofs of language on the Chaucer of Vaicality and

development of human civilization. Just
as abad culture cannot build a civilized
society, an unrestrained language also
pushesourcivilizationintoadeep trough.
A good language is our rite. Just as we
need air to live, the dynamics of life and
good language are required for universal
development. We may have all the mod-
ern facilities in the world, but life phi-
losophy is unmatchable in the absence
of language. It is necessary to have a

our civilization, rites and
social development
and history are, We can
deliver our message
firmly in the society
from a gracious
language.

Glory. On the other hand, social media
has done ghee work in fire. We are con-
stantly humiliating the language. While
the truthis thatthe language is not weak-
ening, our openness is coming out. In a
specity spree we have put our poise at
stake.Languageis our backbone.Itisour
decency, civilization, sacrament, moral-
ity, unity and integrity.If one's language
is coerced, then definitely his life is
restrained. Languageis the only laxman

Evenasmytimeis apt, cultured language to build the nation. line of ourideal. It is a matter of thinking
Language is the mirror of our personal- thatif we will not have the sweetness of
To walk away from ity. When we speakin the osseous style, communication or communication. This a civilized language, will we be able to
Memories, Ido dare our language makes our personality is the basis of our culture and society. establish an amicable society. The lan-
unique. Acharya Ramchandra Shukla Thelanguage proves how deep the roots guage has the strength, which makes us
2 To mutter music, considered the language as a mirror of of our civilization, rites and social devel- feelthe melody and the sharpness ofthe
i Like never before culture and society. Decency and poise opment and history are. We can deliver object. As soon as we name the mango,
F inthe language reflect the moral values our message firmly in the society from westartfeeling the taste of his sweetness.
; Iamsilence of the society. According to him, the use agraciouslanguage. There are countless Justlike this rule applies to chilli as well.
Imournoer the sky oflanguage should be such that conveys kabilai groups in the world, but their Meaning clearly that our language has
3 ideas clearly and effectively, but at the language is not the same. Let us call both the sweetness and the sharpness
S To change the same time he maintains respect and ourselves modernand decent, but till we of the mango. What we want to taste
f:__ Constant universe sensitivity toothers. Ancient Indian phi- have a decent language, our journey of now is up to us. We have fixed many
- losopher PaniniBhartihari presented the being called decent will remain. In the dimensions of civilization. We have also
5 Asitspeaks to, language in Sanskrit grammar and phi- eraof globalization where our language set new direction regarding the techni-
‘!-I M linrh losophy as a medium of world under- has been rich and empowered, it has cal development of the language. But
L y soutinriymes standing and spiritual consciousness. multiplied to its downfall  we have lost right now we havealottodoonlanguage
P Thatdo often Bhartiharisaid in the wordbrahma prin- our restraint and character over the chaos. We have todecide that somewhere
h ciple that language and consciousness language. We have reached the moon in this struggle of war, we do not miss
Makes my disappearance areintegral. The unique scholar Wilhelm eventhough, we have weakened to such so much that it is not difficult to return
Into mist and shadows. Van Hamboldt considered the language an extent that we have no scale to mea- from there, it becomes impossible.

x
=

B

not only means of communication, but
the creative expression of human thought
and culture thateachi.e.language at the
core of global development and civiliza-
tion. Language is not just a medium of

sure it. Worry is whose level is going
down ? Language or our ? Language
Saksham can'tdo karma.Heisour guide.
There is no form of language, colour,
smell and taste- touch, but even after

Vijay Garg Retired Principal
Educational Columnist Eminent
Educationist street kour Chand MHR
Malout Punjab
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Shri Budha Amamathiji Yatra 2025 from July 27
DC Poonch discusses arrangements

] HT NEWS DESK

POONCH, JUNE 24: Deputy Com-
missioner Vikas Kundal today
chaired a meeting to discuss the
arrangements for the annual Shri
Budha Amarnathyji Yatra, scheduled
to commence from July 27, 2025.
At the outset, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Tahir Mustafa Malik
briefed the participants on the
preparations being made. He said
the arrangements are being made
as perthe established protocolsand
past practices.

The meeting was attended by reli-
gious leaders, prominent citizens
and local stakeholders. They under-

lined numerous requirements for
smooth conduct of the yatra.
The concerned departments were

asked to make arrangements for
accommodation of yatris, provision
of toilet and sanitation at base

camps and halt points, medical aid,
uninterrupted water and power
supply, publicaddress forannounce-
ments, transport and parking
arrangements, sheds, overall clean-
liness and other related facilities.

The Deputy Commissioner assured
allstakeholders that the administra-
tion is committed to make the Shri
Budha Amarnathji Yatra 2025 a
peaceful, safe and well-managed
spiritual experience for all pilgrims.
The concerned departments were
asked to make arrangements for
accommodation of yatris, provision
of toilet and sanitation at base
camps and halt points, medical aid.

District Poonch achieves
97% completion rate under PMAY-
Gramin, tops Jammu Division

n HT NEWS DESK

POONCH, JUNE 24: Achieving a signifi-
cantmilestone inrural housing, District
Poonch hasrecorded animpressive 97%
completionrate under the Pradhan Man-
triAwas Yojana - Gramin (PMAY-G), the
highest among the districts of Jammu
division. The initiative, being imple-
mented under the overall supervision
of Deputy Commissioner Vikas Kundal,
reflects the district administration's
commitment to ensuring housing forall
inrural areas.

Out of the sanctioned 49,265 houses, a
total of 47,784 have been successfully
completed so far, marking remarkable

progress under the flagship scheme. The
Deputy Commissioner commended the
efforts of the concerned departments
and field-level functionaries for their
dedication and effective execution of
the scheme.

He further directed the concerned exe-
cuting officers to expedite the comple-
tion of the remaining houses to achieve
100% PMAY-G saturationin the district.
Out of the sanctioned 49,265 houses, a
total of 47,784 have been successfully
completed so far, marking remarkable
progress under the flagship scheme. The
Deputy Commissioner commended the
efforts of the concerned departments.

e-KYC drive intensified in
Ramgarh to streamline PDS

MLA Marh inaugurates Dragon Fruit

m  HTNEWS DESK

SAMBA, JUNE 24: To
enforce transparency and
improve targeting under
the National Food Secu-
rity Act(NFSA), the Depart-
ment of Food, Civil Sup-
plies & Consumer Affairs
Samba has intensified its
e-KYC verification cam-
paign in the Municipal
area of Ramgarh through
a door-to-door exercise.

The drive is being con-
ducted by Tehsil Supply
Officer (TSO) Ravi Kumar
under the overall supervi-

sion of Assistant Director
FCS&CA Rahul Gupta in
line with the directives of
the Director, FCS&CA,
Jammu UT of J&K.
Theinitiative aims at 100%
Aadhaar seeding of ben-
eficiaries, elimination of
ineligible and duplicate
entries for effective and
transparentration supply
through the Public Distri-
bution System (PDS).
Local residents and fair
price shop dealers have
extended active coopera-
tion, making the verifica-
tion process smooth and
result-oriented.

Tribal Welfare Outreach
Camp held at Mangit

m  HTNEWS DESK

RAMBAN, JUNE 24: As
part of Dharti Aaba Jan-
jatiya Gram Utkarsh
Abhiyan, District Admin-
istration Ramban on
Tuesday organised acom-
prehensive Awareness
and Benefit Saturation
Camp at Mangit Panchay-
at,aremote tribal areain
Block Khari.

The event was attended
by Assistant Commis-
sioner Panchayat,
Mohammad Ashfaq
Khan, Block Development
OfficerKhari, UrfanKhan
and other district and
block-level officials.
Numerous departments
collaborated to provide
on-spot services and
information to the local
tribal community. The
Health and AYUSH
departments offered pre-
ventive healthcare ser-
vices, including free
medical check-ups and
awareness on Indian
Medicine System. The
Animal Husbandry
Department provided
veterinary support and
sensitized locals about
livestock care and avail-
able schemes and subsi-
dies.

The Revenue and Tehsil
Welfare departments
facilitated the issuance of
important documents
suchascaste,income,and
land-related certificates,
besides addressing pen-
sion-related grievances.
The Women and Child
Development Depart-
ment (ICDS) spread
awareness about mater-
nal and child healthcare,
nutrition, and govern-
ment schemes like Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao. The
Block Development Office
educated attendees about
employment schemes,
rural development pro-
gramsand ongoing MGN-
REGA works.

In addition, the Agricul-
ture and Horticulture
departments guided
farmersonmodernfarm-
ing practices, soil health
management, organic
cultivation, and subsidies
available for seeds, farm-
ing tools and orchard
development.

The residents actively
interacted with depart-
mental representatives,
seeking redressal of
grievances and clearing
doubtsabout government
interventions. Many of
their concerns were
resolved on the spot,

Mother Block at Frult Plan_t

] HT NEWS DESK

JAMMU, JUNE 24: Member Legislative
Assembly Marh Surinder Kumar today
inaugurated Dragon fruit Mother Block,
besides launching a plantation drive at
Horticulture Fruit Plant Nursery Raipur,
Marh.

The MLA was accompanied by Director
Horticulture Jammu Gul Sayed, Chief
Horticulture Officer Rakesh Kotwal and
other Departmental officers.

The MLA said that presently horticul-
tural advancements have become indis-
pensable to navigate the sector towards
progress and prosperity. “Our primary
responsibility is to make the sector more
vibrant with scientificand technological
orientations,” added the MLA.

The MLA said that after introducing
High-Density and innovative techniques

in the Horticulture sector, it has become
imperative to propagate true-to-type
quality fruit plant material at par with
theimported fruit plant material locally.
Inthisdirection, itis of paramountimpor-
tance that we must possess dedication

— . 7

and commitment along with scientific
and technological know-how to deal with
the challenges, he said.

Later, the MLAalsokick-started a planta-
tion drive by planting a sapling in the
fruit plant nursery Raipur. He emphasized

Nursry Raipur

the need to protect local flora and fauna
by planting more and more plants.

The Director also interacted with farm-
ersand provided valuable technical guid-
ance on best Horticultural practices,
including modern nursery management
techniques, plant propagation methods,
effective pest and disease control, mar-
keting and value addition.

In addition, the CHO Rakesh Kotwal and
HDO Dr. Nazran Khan also highlighted
the importance of promoting fruit plant
cultivation and other necessary Horti-
cultural components to make better use
of available land. The MLA and Director
appreciated the efforts of the Horticulture
staff and encouraged them to maintain
high standards of plant health and nurs-
ery hygiene. They also assured full sup-
portforenhancingnurseryinfrastructure
and capacity-building of the staff through
training and workshops in future.

Mission Vatsalya

DCDoda sanctions X1.28 cr
Sponsorship Assistance for

201 Beneficiaries

m  HTNEWS DESK

DODA, JUNE 24: Deputy Com-
missioner Harvinder Singh has
sanctioned over Rs.1.28 crore
as Non-Institutional Care
Sponsorship benefit to support
201 eligible children under the
centrally sponsored Mission
Vatsalya scheme.

The financial assistance has
beenfacilitated through Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) viaJ&K
Bank, ensuring transparency
and timely credit to beneficia-
ries.

However, the release of the
funds was marked by presen-
tation of a symbolic (dummy)
cheque to highlight the total

amountof 1,28,53,020, dis-
bursed under the scheme.

Theinitiative aimsto provide
crucial financial assistance to
children living in vulnerable
conditions, including orphans,
children who have lost one
parent, those with disabilities,
thosebattling life-threatening
illnesses, and children from
economically disadvantaged
families. The support will help
address their essential needs
such aseducation, healthcare,
and nutrition, enabling them
tolead safe, healthy and digni-
fied life.

The event was coordinated by
District Child Protection Offi-
cer (DCPO) Tariq Qazi.

he said.

m  HTNEWS DESK

POONCH, JUNE 24: Minister for
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology & Envi-
ronment and Tribal Affairs, Javed
Ahmed Rana, stressed the need
for collective efforts to conserve
water for present and future gen-
erations.He was speaking during
ameeting of officers heldin Poonch
during which threadbare discus-
sions were held on various agri-
cultural schemes and related
issues.Rana emphasized the
importance of studying successful
water conservation models from
other partsofthe countrythatcan
bereplicated inJammu and Kash-
mir. “Thereisaneed torecalibrate
water policies and accelerate water
conservation efforts toaddress the
challenges faced by our region,”

The Minister underscored the
crucial role of local community
involvement in water conserva-
tion, stating thatlocals, NGOs and
other stakeholders should be
engaged in promoting judicious

use of water resources and imple-
menting water-saving practices.
He called uponthe officerstoraise
awareness about rainwater har-
vesting, drip irrigation, irrigation
schedulingand other conservation
efforts in their respective areas.
The meeting also focussed on
assessing progress, addressing
challenges and sharing best prac-
tices in water conservation and
groundwater management.
Rana emphasized the govern-
ment’s focus on revolutionizing
agriculture inJammuand Kashmir,
with an emphasis on enhancing
farmers’income, productivity and

Rana emphasizes collective efforts
towards water conservation for posterity

sustainability.

During the meeting, the Minister
alsooutlined the efforts toimprove
and modernise the agricultural
practices, increase productivity
and benefit farmers in the Mend-
har region.

Chief Agricultural Officer,Poonch,
Jog Raj Salathia, briefed the Min-
ister about the progress on the
ongoing and upcoming agricul-
tural schemes and initiatives to
promote sustainable agriculture.
The meeting also addressed the
challenges facing the field staffin
implementing government
schemes.

Dual Governance & Administrative Chaos Harmful for J&K and Nation: Ajay Sadhotra
Restoration of Statehood Is Only Way to Uphold People’s Mandate and trust says Rattan Lal Gupta

n HT NEWS DESK

Jammu, June 24: Sounding thealarm
over the deepening crisis in gover-
nance and democracy,Ajay Sadhotra,
Additional General Secretary of JKNC
and former Minister, today said that
dualgovernance and administrative
chaos unleashed by the BJP-led Cen-
tral Government is not only detri-
mental to Jammu and Kashmir but
also poses a grave threat to the
democratic fabric of the entire
nation.

The former Minister was speaking
while addressing a meeting of party
functionaries at Sher-e-Kashmir
Bhawan in Jammu.

Coming down heavily on the BJP-led
Central Government for its hollow
celebrations marking 11 years in

® 00 ©

power, the senior NC leader termed
theeventasanexercisein deception
and a mockery of the suffering peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir. He said
that while the BJPis celebrating, the
ground reality in J&K reflects a pic-
ture of neglect, betrayal,and admin-
istrative failure.

Ajay Sadhotra said the dual gover-
nance model imposed in J&K has
only resulted in administrative
uncertainty, policy paralysis, and
disconnect with the people. “Such
chaos is dangerous not just for J&K,
but for the entire nation. J&K today
stands as a classic example of how
democracy has been stifled under
BJP rule,” he said.

Adv.RattanLal Gupta,inhisaddress,
emphasized that restoration of state-
hood is the only viable solution to
end thisdemocratic suffocationand

crises. “By not restoring statehood
and delaying bye elections of Nagro-
ta and Budgam Assembly Constitu-
encies and four seats of Rajya Sabha,
the BJP is insulting the democratic
aspirations and mandate of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir,” he
said.

Highlighting the deteriorating situ-

ationintheJammuregion, he stated,
“In the last 11 years, terrorism has
resurfaced across the Jammuregion,
whichwasonce considered peaceful.
Thegruesometerrorattacksin Dhan-
gri and Reasi are testimony to the
worsening security scenario.

On the development front, Rattan
Lal Gupta said there has been no

significant progressininfrastructure.
“Despite tall claims, no new power
or water infrastructure has been
created inJammu and Kashmir even
though the BJPwasin power bothin
theUTand atthe Centre. Even senior
IAS officer Ashok Parmar had levelled
serious allegations of rampant cor-
ruptioninthe JalShaktiDepartment,
whichreflects the inefficiencies and
policy failures within the administra-
tion.”

He asserted that the present Omar
Abdullah-led Government is making
all possible efforts to create adequate
infrastructure aimed at providing
24x7 power and water supplies to
the general public.

Regarding industry and employ-
ment, Adv. Gupta said the BJP’s so-
calledindustrial revolution has failed
to materialize. “MoUs worth Rs

84,000 crore were signed on paper,
but on the ground, industrial units
are either shutting down or lying
idle. Unemployment is at its peak.
Youthare frustrated due torepeated
recruitment scams, including in
JKSSB and Police Sub-Inspector
exams during the 10 years of BJP’s
rule. Even the promised border bat-
talions were neverraised,” he stated.
Bimla Luthra, former MLA, said that
the present NC Government is com-
mitted to empowering the women
of J&Kand ensuring their active par-
ticipationinall spheres of publiclife.
Earlier, party functionaries wel-
comed Vijay Luthra who has been
nominated asJoint Secretary of JKNC
of Jammu Province by Rattan Lal
Gupta Provincial President Jammu
JKNCasdirected by Dr.FarooqAbdul-
lah, President JKNC.
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DC Ramban reviews progress of PWD, PMGSY Works

Stresses on timeline completlon adherence to quallty standards

AV MIN .\.

| HT NEWS DESK

RAMBAN, JUNE 24: Deputy Commis-
sioner Ramban Mohammad Alyas Khan
today chaired a comprehensive review
meeting to assess the progress of devel-
opmental works being executed by the
Public Works Department (R&B) and
PMGSY in the district.

The meeting was attended by Chief
Planning Officer Dr. Shakeeb Ahmed
Rather, Executive Engineers of PWD (Ram-
ban and Banihal), Executive Engineers of
PMGSY (Ramban and Banihal), AEEs and
AEs from both departments.

During the review, the Deputy Com-
missioner directed the departments to
ensure proper maintenance of the newly
completed and already functional roads,
buildings,and otherinfrastructure assets.
He emphasized the need to maintain
quality standards in the execution of the
ongoing developmental projects and
instructed for strict monitoring to avoid
any compromise on the quality of work.

The DC issued clear directions to take
stern action against contractors causing
unwarranted delays in the execution of
projects of publicimportance. He stressed

‘i“r

!

the importance of accountability and
timely delivery to ensure public conve-
nience and optimal utilization of resourc-

lll h
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es.
The meeting wasinformed that 7 NAB-
ARD funded road projects have been

completed in PWD Division Ramban, while
6 are stalled due to forest clearance and
other land related issues.

Itwas furtherinformed that 14 NABARD
road projects have been sanctioned for
PWD Division Banihal. The DC directed
officials to expedite the tendering process,
pursue forest clearance and other issues
affecting the execution of the projects.

Reviewing the progress of PMGSY
Works, the DCexpressed satisfactionand
appreciated the progress made in project
completion in both divisions.

Taking note of forest clearance issue
hindering the projects, the DC directed
the Chief Planning Officer to furnish a
detailed report on all such pending cases
for timely intervention at appropriate
levels.

The Executive Engineers were asked to
coordinate with the concerned SDMsand
Forest Department to secure clearances.
The SDMs were further instructed to
intervene promptly toresolve localissues
amicably by involving civil society.

The Deputy Commissioner also direct-
edbothdepartments tofocus onachiev-
ing financial and physical targets toavoid
last-minute rush and ensure timely com-
pletion of all projects.

Balidan Divas of Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee

observed with patriotic fervour in Srinagar

| HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, 24 June 2025:

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), Jammu and
Kashmir observed the
Balidan Divas of Dr. Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee with
deep reverence and patri-
oticspiritatthe party office
inJawahar Nagar, Srinagar.

The occasion was
marked by heartfelt trib-
utes to the great national-
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DDCreviews performance of Rural
Development Department in Poonch

| HT NEWS DESK

POONCH, JUNE 24: Dis-
trict Development Com-
missioner (DDC) Vikas
Kundal today chaired a
meeting with the officers
ofthe Rural Development
Department (RDD) to
review the implementa-
tion of Centrally Spon-

ment of wages to Job card
holdersand Aadhar seed-
ing of their accounts to
maintain transparency.

To expedite project com-
pletion, the Deputy Com-
missioner directed Block
Development Officers
(BDOs) to immediately
start all new works and
ensure completion within
the set timeframe. He fur-

ist leader who sacrificed
his life for the complete
integration of Jammu and
Kashmirwith the Union of
India.Ashok Koul, General
Secretary (Organization),
BJP J&K, accompanied by
senior BJP leaders Altaf
Thakur, Arif Raja, Dr. Ali
Mohammad Mir, Wani
Mudasir, Bilal Parray, Sajid
Yousuf Shah, Sahil Bashir
Bhat, Ashok Bhat, Sheikh
Bashir, Bhat Imtiyaz, and
others paid floral tributes

*

on the occasion. Party
workers and supporters
gatheredinlarge numbers
to pay their respects and
remember the towering
legacy of Dr. Mukherjee.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Ashok Koul said the
commemorative pro-
gramme was organized to
honour the unmatched
contribution of Dr. Mukher-
jee, whose martyrdom is
etched in the nation’s his-

tory as a pivotal moment
in the struggle for one
nation, one constitution.
Ashok Koul said, “Dr.
ShyamaPrasad Mukherjee
was a visionary patriot
whose supreme sacrifice
laid the foundation for a
unified India. His slogan ‘Ek
desh mein do Vidhan, do
Pradhan, aur do Nishan
nahi chalenge’ still rever-
beratesinthe soul ofevery
nationalist Indian.

sored Schemes and prog-
ress of developmental
works.

The meeting focused on
evaluating the physical
and financial progress of
keyRDD schemes, suchas
the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-
Gramin(PMAY-G)-arural
housing scheme, and
other vital community

projects.The meetingalso
assessed the status of
sanitation projects under
the Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion (SBM) and the con-
struction of Panchayat
Ghars and bunkers in the
district.

After a thorough review,
the District Development
Commissioner asked for
speeding up estimation of
MGNREGA works. He
stressed on timely pay-

ther stressed on speedy
completion ofthe remain-
ing PMAY-G houses to
ensure 100%saturation of
therural housing scheme.
The Assistant Commis-
sioner Development (ACD)
was asked to closely mon-
itor the departmental
projects to ensure timely
completion.

The meeting was attend-
edby ACD,ACP,XENREW,
BDOs, and other con-
cerned officers.

Chingus Road Mishap:DC meets injured, visits accident site
Calls for Strict Action against Road Safety violation

] HT NEWS DESK

RAJOURI, JUNE 24: Deputy Commis-
sioner Abhishek Sharma today visited the
Government Medical College Hospital to
enquire about the condition of the persons
injured in a road accident near Chingus
on Jammu- Rajouri - Poonch National
Highway. The road mishap claimed two
lives and left seven others injured.

During the visit, the Deputy Commis-
sioner interacted with the medical staff
and directed them to provide prompt and

quality treatment to the injured persons.
He assured every possible support from
district administration to the families of
the injured persons.Later, the DC visited
the site of the accident to take stock of the
situation. He was accompanied by the
Superintending Engineer R&B, officers
from Traffic Police, Assistant Regional
Transport Officer (ARTO),and representa-
tives of the Border Roads Organisation
(BRO).

Taking serious note of the fatal accident,
the Deputy Commissioner soughtanaction

taken report from all concerned depart-
ments and directed them to implement
immediate and long-term corrective mea-
sures to prevent such mishaps in future.
He specifically instructed for strict enforce-
mentoftrafficrules,installation of signage
at vulnerable locations, regular monitor-
ing and checking of high-speed vehicles,
identification and corrective measures
along accident-prone stretches.

“The safety of the people is our topmost
priority and there will be zero tolerance
againstnegligentdriving and traffic viola-

tions,” the Deputy Commissioner said
while reiterating the administration’s
commitment to ensuring road safety.

He further stressed the importance of
coordinated actionamong the enforcement
agencies, including police, transport, and
road construction departments, to mini-
mize road accidents and safeguard public
lives.The Deputy Commissioner assured
that robust measures will be taken to
enhance road safety across the district,
and suchincidents willbe met with strin-
gent administrative response.

DDC Kathua reviews progress of PWD Sector projectss

] HT NEWS DESK

KATHUA, JUNE 24: District Development
Commissioner (DDC) Dr. Rakesh Minhas
today chaired a meeting of the Public
Works Department (R&B) to review the
progress of ongoing and proposed devel-
opmental works in the District.

The review focused on the projects
taken up under NABARD, CRIF, UT Capex,
District Capex, City & Town and MPLAD.

Whilereviewing the physical and finan-
cial status of worksin Billawar Sub Division,
the DDC was informed that 16 schemes
are being executed under the City & Town
component, while 6 new projects have
beenidentified forexecutioninthe current
financial year. “Under NABARD funding,
4 schemes were sanctioned—3 have been
completed and work is in progress on the
remaining one.Inaddition, 3 road projects
arebeing executed under the Central Road
Infrastructure Fund (CRIF), and 3 others
under the District Capex Budget”, the
meeting was told.

The DDC laid emphasis on expediting
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the pace of work on Sukrala Mata—Jourian
Mata Road and the 100-bedded Com-
munity Health Centre (CHC) at Billawar.
He directed the Executing Agencies to
ensure strict adherence to quality stan-
dards and timelines.

Reviewing the road up-gradation and
otherinfrastructure development projects
inBasohli Sub Division, the DDC asked the
functionaries to resolve bottlenecks to
ensure timely delivery of publicassets.He
laid thrust on timely completion of the 50

=
SN

Bedded Hostel at ITI Bani and Compound
Wall of ITI Basohli.

Assessing the status of ongoing projects
in Hiranagar Sub Division, the DDC was
informed that 19 projects under the City
& Town Scheme were completed in the
lastfiscal, while 11 new projects have been
earmarked for the current year, for which
the tendering process has been initiated.
Similarly 6 NABARD funded projects and
2 bridge projects have been completed in
thearea.Adetailed review of works under

UT Capex, MPLAD, and the Health sector
was also held.

Regarding the Kathua Sub Division, the
DDC was informed that all 24 previous
year City & Town scheme works have been
completed, while 22 new works are being
takenupinthe currentfiscal. The Depart-
ment has also completed 18 NABARD, 1
CRIF, 5 UT Capex, and 7 MPLAD works.

The Deputy Commissioner also took a
detailed review of projects nearing com-
pletion, including the JPDCLDivision Office,
Polytechnic College Hostel, ADMO Office
& District Drug Store, Poultry and Hatch-
ery Buildings and Regional Cultural Cen-
tre of JKAACL. He impressed upon the
executing agencies to speed up the pace
of workand pursue forestand other man-
datory clearances on a priority basis to
prevent undue delays.

The meeting was attended by ADDC
Surinder Mohan, CPO Ranjit Thakur, XENs
of Basohli, Billawar, Hiranagar and Kath-
uasubdivisions and other concerned offi-
cers.

NC Delegation Visited
Dharm Gund Tral to
console the family of the
deceased sikh Youth

[ | HT NEWS DESK

Tral, JUNE 24: On the instructions of National High
Comand leaders of JKNC, today on the 24th Day of
June 2025 adelegation of the Minority Cell of NCunder
theleadership of Mr Jagdish Singh Azad the convenor
of the Minority Cell, NC alongwith Mr.Amit Koul
Coordinator Minority cell, S Kulvant sIngh District
President GPC Pulwama, Dr.Amarjit Singh Vice
President GPC Pulwama and Dr. Rikhi Singh visited
village Dharam Gund Tral where a dead body of a
local Sikh Youth was found in mysterious conditions.
The members of the delegation consoled the bereaved
family members and assured them of full support
and help. The delegation called on the Addl.DC Pul-
wamaand the SHO Concerned also who accompanied
the delegation to the home of the victim in Village
Dharam Gund The Addl. DC gave a cheque for an
amount of Rupees one lack as financial assistance to
the mother of the victim. At this stage both the officers,
assured the family of a speedy investigation. The
delegation demanded for the Fast Track proceeding
in the case so that the culprit is brought to justice at
earliest. The delegation was accompanied by Adv.
Shabeer Ahmed of Kashmir Province NCourage
wider participation in the scheme.

DAJGUA camp held at
Panchayat Chapper-A

u HT NEWS DESK

UDHAMPUR, JUNE 24: A Two Day awareness and
benefit saturation camp Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram
Utkarsh Abhiyan(DAJGUA) concluded today at Pan-
chayat Ghar Chapper-A in Block Latti.

The program was conducted under the overall super-
vision of Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Duduwhois also
the Nodal Officer for the Abhiyan.

Stalls were set up by the departments to provide
on-the-spot services to the Tribal community and
facilitate their registrations for different welfare and
developmental schemes and services. The public
participated with great enthusiasm availing them-
selves of the schemes and services.

Adding a cultural touch to the program, students
from Government Higher Secondary School Latti
presented a vibrant cultural programme.

The officials from department of Agriculture, Rural
Development & PanchayatiRaj,Health, Social Welfare,
Revenue and others briefed the public about key
government schemes viz. PM-KISAN, MGNREGA,
Ayushman Bharat, Kisan Credit Card and other wel-
fare initiatives.

The Block Development Officer elaborated on the
objectives of the Dharti Aaba Abhiyan. Heemphasized
the campaign’s missionto achieve 100% saturation of
individual entitlements and to ensure the last-mile
delivery of benefits to Tribal people..

Land Record Modernization
2-day training program for
Revenue Officials concludes

at Reasi
|| HT NEWS DESK

REAS]I, JUNE 24: A two-day training programme
aimed to equip revenue officials with the technical
knowledge and practical skills for the land record
digitization concluded here today.

The Patwaris and MTS personnel from across the
district attended the training organised under the
Digital IndiaLand Records Modernization Programme
(DILRMP).

Designated master trainers conducted sessions and
imparted hands on training to officials on the use of
specialised software for uploading land record data,
witha focus on the protocols for verifying and authen-
ticating digitised documents.

The programme was organised by the District Admin-
istration Reasi under the overall supervision of Dep-
uty Commissioner Reasi, Nidhi Malik.

The Deputy Commissioner urged officials to dili-
gently apply their newly acquired skills,emphasising
that accurate and updated land records form the
backbone of an efficient and citizen-friendly revenue
system.

The programme concluded with an interactive ses-
sionwhere participants shared feedback and queries
related to field-level implementation. The officials
appreciated the hands-on learning approach and
expressed their commitment to accelerating the
digitisation efforts in their respective jurisdictions.

DC Udhampur approves 5
CLU cases

u HT NEWS DESK

UDHAMPUR, JUNE 24: A meeting of the District
Level Committee on Change of Land Use (CLU) was
held today under the chairpersonship of Deputy
Commissioner SaloniRai here in the Mini Conference
Hall of DC Office Complex Udhampur.

The Committee reviewed 14 applications submitted
online and after due deliberation, 5 cases were
approved.

The DCemphasised the need for timely communica-
tion of deficiencies to applicants. She directed the
concerned officers to issue No objection certificates
only after thorough verification of documents. She
further instructed the officers to conduct joint site
visits and verify geo-coordinates before granting
approvals.
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PM to inaugurate centenary meeting
of Mahatma Gandhi, Sree Narayana Guru

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, June 24

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the cen-
tenary celebration of the historic conversation between
two of India’s greatest spiritual and moral leaders, Sree
Narayana Guru and Mahatma Gandhi, on Tuesday.

The PM will inaugurate the event at Vigyan Bhawan in
New Delhi in the presence of several spiritual leaders and
heads of many spiritual and community organisations.

The historic conversation took place at Sivagiri Mutt on 12
March 1925 during Mahatma Gandhi’s visit and centred
around Vaikom Satyagraha, religious conversions, non-
violence, abolition of untouchability, attainment of salva-
tion, and the uplift of the downtrodden, among others.

Organised by Sree Narayana Dharma Sangham Trust, the
celebration will bring together spiritual leaders and other
memberstoreflect uponand commemorate the visionary
dialogue that continues to shape India’s social and moral

fabric.

Itstands asa powerful tribute to the shared vision of social
justice, unity, and spiritual harmony championed by both
Sree Narayana Guru and Mahatma Gandhi. The PM will
also address the gathering on the occasion.

Representatives of Sivagiri Mutt and various organisations,

including the Delhi unit of Sree Narayana Dharma Pari-
palana Sangham (SNDP), All India Malayali Association,
NSS Delhi Union, Malayali Association in Delhi, KPMS
Delhi Unit and Vishwakarma Samajam, will attend the
event.
Books in English and Hindi on the meeting between two
personalities will be released during the occasion. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the centenary
celebration of the historic conversation between two of

India’s greatest spiritual and moral leaders, Sree Narayana
Guru and Mahatma Gandhi, on Tuesday.

The PM will inaugurate the event at Vigyan Bhawan in
New Delhi in the presence of several spiritual leaders and
heads of many spiritual and community organisations.
The historic conversation took place at Sivagiri Mutton 12
March 1925 during Mahatma Gandhi’s visit and centred
around Vaikom Satyagraha, religious conversions, non-
violence, abolition of untouchability, attainment of salva-
tion, and the uplift of the downtrodden, among others.
Organised by Sree Narayana Dharma Sangham Trust, the
celebration will bring together spiritual leaders and other
members toreflect upon and commemorate the visionary
dialogue that continues to shape India’s social and moral
fabric.It stands as a powerful tribute to the shared vision
of social justice, unity,and spiritual harmony championed
by both Sree Narayana Guru and Mahatma Gandhi. The
PM will also address the gathering on the occasion.
Representatives of Sivagiri Mutt and various organisations,

including the Delhi unit of Sree Narayana Dharma Pari-

event.

palana Sangham (SNDP), All India Malayali Association,
NSS Delhi Union, Malayali Association in Delhi, KPMS
Delhi Unit and Vishwakarma Samajam, will attend the

Telangana cabinet vows to safeguard water
rights, clears major development plans

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Hyderabad, June 24

The Telangana cabinet,
chaired by Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy, resolved to
strongly oppose Andhra
Pradesh’s proposed
Banakacharla project, assert-
ing that it threatens Telanga-
na’srightful share of the Goda-
vari waters.

Briefing the media after the
cabinet meeting held at the
Secretariat on Monday night,
Minister for Revenue and Infor-
mation & Public Relations
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy said
the cabinet held detailed dis-
cussions on the issue and
decided to fight at all levels to

protectthe state’s water inter-
ests.

He announced that a Power-
Point presentation outlining
Telangana’s objectionsand the
representations made to the
Centre would be shared with
public representatives in the
first week of July.

He further stated that the
cabinet had decided to submit

complete details of the Kalesh-
waram projectto the PCGhose
Commission by June 30 and
clarify whether the projecthad
the approval of the previous
government’s cabinet.

The minister said the cabinet
alsoapproved the construction
of a 201-kilometre stretch of
the Regional Ring Road (RRR)
from Choutuppal toSangared-
dy, a move aimed at signifi-
cantly improving infrastruc-
ture and connectivity in the
state.

He said the Rythu Bharosa
scheme had been successfully
implemented, with Rs 9,000
crore disbursed to farmers
across Telangana in just nine
days.

Operation Sindhu: 292 Indian nationals
arrive from Iran, more flights expected

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 24

Another batch of 292 Indian nation-
als evacuated from Iran arrived in
New Delhi on a special flight early
this morning as part of Operation
Sindhu, taking to 2,295 the number
of Indians evacuated fromIran so far.
Three more flights are expected to
arrive later today.The MEA spokes-
person said in a post on
X:“#0perationSindhu update

“292 Indian nationals were evacu-
ated fromIran onaspecial flight that
arrived in New Delhi from Mashhad
at 0330 hrs on 24th June.
“2295Indian nationals have nowbeen
brought home from Iran.”
Meanwhile, three more evacuation
flights are expected to arrive later
today, including two flights from

Jordan, and another from Sharm-EI-
Sheikh, bringing back Indian nation-
als.

The airspace in the Middle East has
been closed after Iran launched mis-
siles towards US bases in Qatar.

Rajnath to attend SCO
Defence ministers’
meeting in China

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 24

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will attend
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
Defence ministers’ meetingin Qingdao, China,
where he will outline India’s vision for global
peace and security and emphasise the need for
collective action to combat terrorism.

The Defence Minister will lead a high-level
Indian delegation from June 25 to 26,a Defence
Ministry statement said on Tuesday.

During the meeting, the defence ministers are
expected todiscussanumber of issues, includ-
ingregional and international peace and secu-
rity, counter-terrorismefforts and cooperation
among the Ministries of Defence of SCO mem-
ber states.Rajnath Singhis expected to highlight
India’s continued commitment to the principles
and mandate of the SCO, outline India’s vision
towards achieving greater international peace
and security, call for jointand consistent efforts
to eliminate terrorism and extremism in the
region, and stresson the need for greater trade,
economic cooperation and connectivity with-
inSCO.He will also hold bilateral meetings with
the defence ministers of some participating
countries, including China and Russia, on the
sidelines of the meeting.India attaches special
importance to SCO in promoting multi-later-
alism, political, security,economicand people-
to-people interactions in the region. SCO pur-
sues its policy based on the principles of
sovereignty, territorial integrity of nations,
non-interference in internal affairs, mutual
respect, understanding and equality of all
member-states.

SCO is an inter-governmental organisation
established in 2001. India became a full mem-
ber in 2017 and assumed the rotating Chair-
manshipin2023.The SCOmembership includes
Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Rus-
sia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Iran and Belarus,
besides India.

Bangladesh interim govt pens
$400 min supportloan
agreement with AlIB

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Dhaka, June 24

The Bangladeshi interim govern-
ment has signed an agreement with
the AsianInfrastructure Investment
Bank (AIIB) for a$400-million budget
support loan.

The loan will be utilised to imple-
ment key policy reforms aimed at
combating climate change and fos-
tering sustainable development,
including the ‘Climate Resilient Inclu-
sive Development Program - Sub-
program2’ under Bangladesh's Min-
istry of Finance.

The program focuseson creatingan
enabling environment for imple-
menting climate priorities across

government ministries, facilitating
climate adaptation initiatives, and
accelerating climate change mitiga-
tion measures.

This initiative reflects the govern-
ment's continued commitment to
integrating climate considerations
into national planning and develop-
ment.

It is expected to make a significant
contribution to Bangladesh's long-
term sustainability and socio-eco-
nomic resilience. Officials have
expressed hope that the program
will pave the way for more inclusive
and climate-conscious policy reforms
across various sectors.

U.S. SCallows Trump
administration to deport

immigrants to "third countries”

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Washington, June 24

The U.S. Supreme Court on Monday
lifted limits on the Trump adminis-
tration's deportation of immigrants
to "third countries.”

The conservative-dominated
Supreme Court's 6-3 ruling came in
alegaldispute overthe Trumpadmin-
istration's efforts to swiftly deport
immigrants to countries other than
their own.

Thethreeliberaljjustices onthe court
alldissented, with Justice Sonia Soto-
mayor warning that "In matters of
life and death, it is best to proceed
with caution. Inthis case, the Govern-
ment took the opposite approach.”
The Trump administration applaud-
ed the Supreme Court's decision.
Tricia McLaughlin, assistant secre-
tary for Public Affairs in the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security
(DHS), noted in a statement that the
rulingis "avictory for the safety and
security of the American people.”

¢33

"DHS can now execute its lawful
authority and remove illegal aliens
toacountrywillingtoacceptthem,”
sheadded, saying: "Fire up the depor-
tation planes.”

Inarulingon April 18, Boston-based
U.S. District Judge Brian Murphy, an
appointee of former U.S. President
Joe Biden, barred officials from
deporting people to countries other
than their own without first giving
them sufficient time to object.

The Trump administrationasked the
Supreme Court last month to pause
Murphy's injunction. U.S. Solicitor
General D.JohnSauer, whorepresents
the federal government in Supreme
Courtcases,accused thedistrict court
of stalling the Trump administration's
efforts to deport "some of the worst
ofthe worstillegal aliens."The three
liberal justices on the court all dis-
sented, with Justice Sonia Sotomay-
or warning that "In matters of life
and death, it is best to proceed with
caution. Inthis case, the Government
took the opposite approach.”

German Chancellor Merz hopes Israel-US strikes
will put a stop to Iran’s nuclear weapons ambitions

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Jerusalem, June 23

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz
expressed hope that the Israeli and
US strikes against Iran would per-
manently dissuade Tehran from
pursuing its goals for nuclear weap-
ons.

“NotonlyIsrael, butalso Europe and
the world as awhole are threatened
by thisIraniannuclear programme,”
Merz told lawmakers in the Bund-
estaglower house of parliament, the
Times of Israel reported.

Speaking ahead of a NATO summit
inThe Hague this week, Merz warned
that the conflict with Iran must not

";‘:"
be allowed to plunge the regioninto
war and said Berlin is making all
possible diplomatic efforts to that
end.

Germany has been one of the most
vocalopponentsoftheIranianregime
and its nuclear ambitions, openly

supporting Tel Aviv's actions against
Tehran, including the US strikes on
Iran’s three key nuclear facilities.
“Thereisnoreason for ustocriticise
what Israel started in Iran a week
ago, noristhereanyreasontocriticise
what America did there last week-
end,” he posted on X on Monday
afternoon, repeating comments he
made at the event. “It’s not without
risk. Butleaving things as they were
wasn't an option either.”

He had also praised Israel’s June 13
attacks on Iran, stating that Tel Aviv
was doing everyone’s “dirty work”
in its attacks against the Islamic
Republic.

Jairam Ramesh slams
PM Modi’s 'silence’
on Gaza

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 24

Senior Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh today criticised Prime Min-
ister NarendraModi for maintaining
“deafeningsilence” on the humani-
tarian crisis in Gaza.

Referring to US President Donald

Trump’s announcement of a cease-
fire in the US-Israel conflict with
Iran, Ramesh stated that no such
ceasefire has been extended to Pal-
estinians in Gaza, where he alleged
that Israel's "genocide continues
unabated".“President Trump has
announced a ceasefireinrelation to
the US-Israel war on Iran. But there
is still no ceasefire in Gaza where
the Israel genocide continues
unabated,” the Rajya Sabha MP said
in a post on social media platform
X.Hefurtheradded, “Prime Minister

&s

Modi's silence on this catastrophe
that has overtaken the Palestinians
for well over eighteen months is
deafeningand hasdiminished India's
moral and political standing”.

Indian Railways to hike
passenger fares from
July 1

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 24

The Indian Railways is likely to

increase the fares of itslong-distance
passengers from July 1.
The Indian Railways has decided to
increase the fares of Mail Express
trains by 1 paisa per km for sleeper
class and 2 paise per km for AC
classes from July 1.According to
sources, there willbe noincreasein
therate of general unreserved class
tickets for distance up to 500 km,
while for distance beyond 500 km,
the fare rate is proposed to be
increased by half paisa per km.
Similarly, there will be no increase
intherates of suburban and month-
ly or quarterly season tickets.It is
noteworthy that the passenger fares
of the railway were last increased
in the year 2014. The increase in
fares was affected by 14.2 per cent
and 6.5 per cent in all classes of
passenger fares with effect from
June 25 that year.In the year 2019,
the passengers in the unreserved
class in Mail Express trains were
increased by 2 paise per kilometer.
The fare for sleeper class has been
increased by 2 paise and for first
class by 2 paise. The fare for second
class trains was increased by 01
paisa per km and for sleeper class.

Israeli PM says IDF successfully eliminated Iranian
nuclear and ballistic missile capabilities

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Jerusalem, June 24

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said
onTuesday thatIsrael had achieved allits military
objectives prior to its ceasefire with Iran.

He claimed that the elimination of both Tehran’s
nuclear and ballistic missile capabilities - which
were Tel Aviv’s prime objectives — were achieved,
and thanked US President Donald Trump for his

support, reports Iran International.

In a statement issued by the Israeli government,
Netanyahu said that attacks on Iran had success-
fully neutralised what he called a “dual immedi-

ate existential threat” to Israel.

Helabelled the offensive - codenamed Operation
Rising Lion - “a historical success”, adding that
Israel had now “placeditselfinline with the great

powers of the world.”

According to the statement, the Israeli military
have gained full air control over Tehran’s skies,
inflicted severe damage onIran’s military leader-
ship, and struck dozens of government targets in
and around the Iranian capital.

The attacks, as per the statement, resulted in the
deaths of hundreds of Basij operatives, identified
by Israel as part of Iran’s internal security appa-

ratus, as well as the killing of several Iranian
nuclear scientists.Israel did not provide indepen-
dent evidence to support the scale of the alleged
damage TheIsraeli governmentalso said that the

operation was carried out in coordination with

Trump and concluded with a mutual ceasefire
agreement, proposed by the US president.
“Israel thanks President Trump and the United
States for their support in defence and their par-
ticipation in eliminating the Iranian nuclear
threat,” the statement read.

Netanyahuis expected todeliveraformal address
later in the day.
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UNDERSTATING BRAIN TUMOURS

B By Dr. Rohit Bansil

en we hear the
“brain
it often

brings a very grim
image to mind. However, the real-
ityis thatmany brain tumourscan
be successfully treatedifdiagnosed
early. Thereis still alack of aware-
ness among the public about the
symptoms and available treatment
options for brain tumours. This
Brain Tumour Day gives us an
opportunity to spread awareness

words
tumour,”

and educate people about the
advancements in treatment.

A brain tumour refers to any
abnormal growth or mass in the
brain. It canbe either benign (non-
cancerous) or malignant (cancer-
ous).Benign tumours donot spread
and are usually curable, while
malignant tumours can grow rap-
idly, spread toother parts,and may
return even after treatment. The
location of the tumour plays a
major role in determining the out-
come of treatment. To know the
exactnature of the tumour, doctors
need to examine a sample of the
tissue under a microscope, which
is done through a biopsy. Often,
thebiopsyis performed along with
the removal of the tumour in the
same surgery. The approach to

surgery can be open, minimally
invasive, or endoscopic, depending
on where the tumouris located in
the brain.

In recent years, brain surgeries
have become muchsaferand more
precise due to technological
advancements. Tools like neuro-
navigation, intraoperative nerve
monitoring, high-resolution micro-

scopes,and roboticassistance have
improved outcomes significantly.
Neuronavigation helps guide the
surgeon in real-time during the
operation, allowing for safer and
more complete tumour removal.
Intraoperative nerve monitoring
helps prevent damage toimportant
nerves during surgery, while
microscopes offer a clearer view

of delicate areas in the brain.
Brain tumours can present a
range of symptoms such as early
morning headaches, blurring of
vision, vomiting that brings tem-
porary relief from headache,
changes in vision, hearing prob-
lems, difficulty walking, weakness
on one side of the body, and sei-
zures. Early diagnosis using MRI
and PET CT scans can significant-
ly improve the chances of a suc-
cessful outcome. Once the tumour
is surgically removed, the next
steps depend on the biopsy report.
Ifthe tumourisbenign, no further
treatment may be needed. How-
ever, if the tumour is malignant,
the patient may require addition-
al treatment such as chemothera-
py or radiotherapy. In some cases,

repeat surgeries may also be nec-
essary.

With the help of modern technol-
ogy, brain tumour surgeries have
become safer and more effective.
Today, most patients recover well
andaredischarged within4-5days
of surgery. The key to success lies
inearly detectionand timely med-
icalattention.On this Brain Tumour
Day, let us focus on increasing
awareness, encouraging early
check-ups, and supporting com-
plete and effective treatment for
those affected.

Author is Associate Director -
Neuro Surgery &Neuro Spine, BLK-
Max Super Speciality Hospital,
Delhi. He can be mailed at mridul.
cnpr@gmail.com

Director inaugurates newly constructed
Medical Unitat NIT Srinagar

u HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, June 24: Director Nation-
al Institute of Technology (NIT)
Srinagar, Prof. Binod Kumar Kanau-
jia on Tuesday inaugurated a new-
ly constructed Medical Unit on the
campus aimed at providing
enhanced healthcare services to
students, faculty,and staffon cam-
pus.

The inauguration ceremony was
attended by Registrar Prof. Atikur
Rehman, Dean Planning and Devel-
opment Dr. Yashwant Mehta, Med-
ical Officer Dr. Gawher Nabi, Exec-
utive Engineer Dr.Syed Mohsin, AR
(Director’s Office & Legal) Moham-
mad Hazik, Dental Surgeon Dr.
Urnaib Riyaz, Dr. Tasaduq Nazk
(Physiotherapist), Mohammad
Abrar Khan (Sr Pharmacist), Mr.
Fairoz Malla (Counsellor), and sev-
eral other faculty and staff mem-
bers.The newly constructed two-
storey health centre is equipped
with comprehensive medical ser-
vices, including a Medical Officer,
Dental Surgeon, Physiotherapist,
X-ray Technician, Lab Technician,
a state-of-the-art diagnostic labo-
ratory, a counselling cell, and two
ambulances.Built under the Eco-
nomically Weaker Sections (EWS)
grant at a total cost of 5.8 crore,
the project commenced on August
26, 2022, and was completed on
May 15,2025.Following the formal
inauguration, Prof.Binod Kumar
Kanaujiainspected all the facilities,
including the OPD section, dental
clinic, physiotherapy wing, diag-
nosticlab,and counsellingarea. He

interacted with the medical staff
and reviewed the infrastructure
and operational arrangements.
Director NIT Srinagar Prof. Kanau-
jiaappreciated the quality of work
and called for regular monitoring,
maintenance,and arobust feedback
mechanism fromstudentstoensure
that the facility remains efficient
and responsive to evolving health-
care needs.

He also stressed theimportance of
health awareness and preventive
care within the campus commu-
nity.

Speaking at the occasion, Prof.
Kanaujia said this upgraded medi-
cal unit is a significant addition to
the institute’s infrastructure and
willhelp ensure timely and quality
medical care on campus.

“It reflects our unwavering com-
mitment to the well-being of our
students, faculty, and staff. Good
health forms the foundation of
strong academic performance,” he
added.Registrar Prof. Atikur Rehm-
an said the newly inaugurated
health centre is a significant mile-
stone in the institute’s journey
toward strengthening campus
infrastructure.“This facility reflects
ourcommitmenttobuildingacam-
pus where health and education go
hand in hand. A strong academic
institution must also have strong
support systemsand this health
centre is a vital part of that vision,”
he said.Prof. Rehman expressed
gratitude to the Ministry for its
continued support. This medical
unit, funded under the EWS grant,
is not just a building; it’s an assur-
ance of care, safety.

Dr Tasaduk honored with Global Recognition Award

u HT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, JUNE 24: Kashmiri doctor
and columnist Dr. Tasaduk Hussain
Itoo has been honored with a presti-
gious Global Recognition Award for
his exceptional contributions to
healthcare, medical education, and
public health awareness in Jammu &
Kashmir and beyond.

The award was conferred to Dr Itoo
for his extensive academic achieve-
ments, including medical writing,
research and academic leadership,
mentorship, patient careand guidance,
with affiliations at leading organiza-
tions such as the American College of
Physicians(USA), Royal College of Phy-
sicians of London and Edinburgh,
Endocrine Society(USA)and the Inter-
national Diabetes Federation, where
he holds the distinguished title of IDF
Fellow.

The Global Recognition Awards is a
prestigious awards program thataims
to recognize businesses and indi-
viduals worldwide for their excellence
in their respective fields.

Healthcare awards celebrate excel-
lence, innovation, and leadership,
acknowledging the remarkable efforts
contributing to global health and well-
ness.Applicantsare graded onascale
of 1 to 5, with 1 being minimal and 5
being exceptional or world-class.
Patient-Centered Healthcare Innova-
tion

Medical excellence manifests through
Dr.Itoo's comprehensive patient guid-
ance and education initiative, which
providestargeted screening, preven-
tion, and treatment support while
maintaining accessibility for under-
served populations. Strategic imple-

mentation of free online consultations
hasrevolutionized healthcare delivery
throughout South Kashmir, breaking
down traditional barriers to medical
access while establishing new stan-
dards for patient care. Local commu-

gramsbased on hisinnovative frame-
works.

Research and Academic Leadership
Professional recognition stems from
Dr.Itoo's substantial body of published
work, which includes hundreds of

Winner of the
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nities now benefit from specialized
diabetes education programs that
address critical health challenges
through personalized support systems
and evidence-based information
delivery.

Healthcare practitioners across the
region have begun adopting Dr.Itoo's
successful models, emphasizing prac-
tical solutions alongside clinical excel-
lence to maximize patient outcomes.
Measurable improvements in com-
munity healthindicators demonstrate
the effectiveness of his methodical
approachtohealthcaredelivery, which
prioritizesimmediate care needs and
long-term health maintenance.
Regional medical facilities have doc-
umented significant positive changes
inpatientengagementand treatment
compliance after implementing pro-

articles in leading newspapers, jour-
nals, and magazines that showcase
deep medical expertise while advanc-
ing public health knowledge.Rigorous
academic standards characterize his
approach to medical writing and
research, resultingin publications that
combine technical accuracy with an
accessible presentation for profes-
sionaland general audiences. Medical
communication has evolved signifi-
cantly under his guidance through
carefully structured programs
designed to develop new generations
of healthcare communicators.

Knowledge dissemination represents
a core focus of Dr. Itoo's professional
mission, demonstrated through his
writer's guidance program, cultivat-
ing emerging talent in medical com-
munication while maintaining high

scientificstandards. Strategic partner-
shipswith academicinstitutions have
expanded the reach of his educa-
tionalinitiatives, creating sustainable
channels for medical knowledge
transfer across multiple platformsand
audiences. Professional development
programs designed under his leader-
ship continue to shape medical com-
munication practices throughout the
region.

Final Words

Professional excellence characterizes
everyaspectof Dr.Itoo's contributions
tohealthcare, frominnovative clinical
practices to ground-breaking educa-
tional initiatives that set new stan-
dards for medical practice. Meaning-
ful improvements in healthcare
delivery and medical education dem-
onstrate the lasting value of his com-
prehensive approach to healthcare
transformation, which emphasizes
practical implementation alongside
theoretical advancement. Recogni-
tion through this award acknowl-
edges his exceptional ability to create
positive change while maintaining
the highest professional standards.
Leadership qualities displayed
throughout Dr. Itoo's career exem-
plify the standards the Global Recog-
nition Awards celebrated, particu-
larly his ability toimplement effective
solutions while inspiring others
toward excellence. Medical profes-
sionals throughout the region con-
tinue to build upon his foundational
work, extending the impact of his
innovations far beyond their original
scope. Future generations of health-
care providers will benefit from the
systematic improvements he has
introduced to clinical practice and
medical education.

Police organizes anti-drugs
awareness rally in Handwara

community participation in combating
drugaddiction, highlighting that enforce-
ment alone is not enough. They stressed
the critical role of parents, educators, reli-
gious leaders, and civil society in guiding
the younger generation and identifying
early signs of drug involvement.

The event was well-received by the local
populace, who appreciated the initiative
and assured cooperation in future aware-
ness and enforcement campaigns. The
rally concluded peacefully and success-
fully, reinforcing the commitment of Police
towards safeguarding the future of the
youth and building a drug-free commu-

[ ] HT NEWS DESK

Hanwara June 24: As part of its continued
efforts to eradicate the menace of drug
abuse and promote a drug-free society,
Policein Handwara organized asignificant
Anti-Drugs Awareness Rally at Qalamabad
Main Market. The initiative was aimed at
spreading awareness, particularly among
the youth, about the harmful consequenc-
es of drug addiction and the collective
responsibility of society to counter this

growing threat.

The rally saw active participation from
students of Higher Secondary School Qal-
amabad and Madrasa Qasim-ul-Uloom

Shirhama, who marched through the bus-
tling market streets carrying placards,
banners, and raising slogans that called for
unity against drug abuse. Their presence
and enthusiasmadded energy to the cam-
paignand drew the attention of shopkeep-
ers, pedestrians, and passersby.

Senior officers from Handwara Police,along
with teachers and local dignitaries, were
also presenttolend supportand motivation
to the participants. The rally served not
only as an awareness campaign but also
as a message of solidarity and vigilance
against the growing drug menace in soci-
ety.While addressing the gathering, police
officials emphasized the importance of

nity.
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DHS reviews status of ABHIM works in District Ramban

| HT NEWS DESK

RAMBAN, JUNE 24: Director
Health Services Jammu Dr.
AbdulHamid Zargar today vis-
ited District Hospital Ramban
and Sub District Hospital (SDH)
Banihal to review the status of
worktakenup under Ayushman
Bharat Health Infrastructure
Mission (ABHIM).

AcCentral governmentinitiative,
the ABHIM aims to strengthen
the healthcare system, focusing
on primary, secondary, and
tertiary care,and building resil-

® 00 ©

ience agamst future pandemlcs
The DHS inspected ongoing
workof District Integrated Pub-

lic Health Lab at Dlstrlct Hospi-
tal Ramban and the status of
Block Public Health Unitat SDH

Banihal.

Banihal.Meanwhile, Dy. Direc-
tor Dentistry Dr. Sanjay Sharma
reviewed the work of Critical
CareBlockat DHPoonchunder
ABHIM. A Central government
initiative, the ABHIM aims to
strengthen the healthcare sys-
tem, focusing on primary, sec-
ondary, and tertiary care, and
building resilience against
future pandemics.

The DHS inspected ongoing
workof District Integrated Pub-
licHealth Lab at District Hospi-
tal Ramban and the status of
Block PublicHealth Unitat SDH
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m United News of India

NEWDELHI: India wicketkeeper-
batter Rishabh Pant has been hand-
ed an official reprimand for breach-
ingLevel 1 of the ICC Code of Conduct
during the Headingley Test. In addi-
tion, one demerit point has been
added to Pant's disciplinary record,
for whom it was the first offence in
24 months.

The ICC found that Pant had
breached Article 2.8 of the ICC Code
of Conduct for Players and Player
Support Personnel, which relates to
"showing dissentatan Umpire's deci-
sionduringan International Match."
Theincidenthad occurredin the 61st
over of England’s first innings when
Pant was having a discussion with
the umpiresregarding the condition
of the ball, while Ben Stokes and
Harry Brook were at the crease.

"When the umpires refused to
change the ball after checking it
with the ball gauge, the wicket-
keeper showed his dissent by
throwing the ball on the ground in
front of the umpires,” the ICCrelease
said. Pant admitted to the offence
and accepted the sanction imposed
by matchreferee Richie Richardson,
after the charges were broughtin by
on-field umpires Chris Gaffaney and
Paul Reiffel.

The first Test of the series is
poised nicely for the last day, with
England set a target of 371. They
were 21 for 0 after the fourth day,
with openers Ben Duckett and Zak
Crawley at the crease.
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Duckett century powers England to stunning
five-wicket victory over India in Leeds Test

Jay Shah Honest and Fair: Ganguly

m  United News of India the Gujarat Cricket Association.

m United News of India

LEEDS: A century by Ben Duckett
lifted England to a stunning five-
wicket victory against India on Day
5 of the Headingley Test in Leeds on
Tuesday. Chasing 371, England fin-
ished at 373/5 with Joe Root unbeat-
enon 53 and Jamie Smith not out on
44, The duo put on an unbroken 71
for the sixth wicket after England
were in a spot of bother at 302/5.

It was England'’s second-highest
successful run chase in Test history.

Earlier, Duckett's ton put England
101 runs fromvictory Indiawhen tea
wasreached at 269-4. Duckett made
149 off 170 balls having hit 21 bound-
ariesand anaudaciousreverse-swept
six off spinner Ravindra Jadeja.

Duckett and fellow opener Zak
Crawley laid a brilliant platform of

188 — more than half of England’s
required chase — but were among
the four wickets to fall in the after-
noon that kept India hopeful.

In the middle were Joe Root on 14
and captain Ben Stokes on 13.

After a perfect morning for Eng-
land, in which Duckett and Crawley

took the score to 117-0, Duckett
finally looked vulnerable after lunch,
which started in drizzle.

He edged Mohammed Siraj on 82
through a vacant first slip, and was
dropped on 97 by a diving Yashasvi
Jaiswal, angering Siraj. That was
Jaiswal's third drop of the match.

NEW DELHI: Reflecting on his
eventful tenure as BCCI President,
Sourav Ganguly hasrevealed that he
expecteda"certainkind of toughness
and stubbornness” from the then
Boardsecretary and currentICCchair-
man Jay Shah but was leftimpressed
with his "honesty" and resolve to do
things "properly".

Ganguly and Shah were colleagues
at the world's richest cricket board
from October 2019 to September
2022, navigating atumultuous phase
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic,
which brought sporting activity toa
grinding halt for few months.

"He (Jay) had hisownway of doing
things but the best thing about him
was he wanted to do things properly
for Indian cricket,” Ganguly told PTI
in an exclusive interview at his resi-

dence in Kolkata.

"See, he had the power, the sup-
port, soyou expected certain kind of
toughness, stubbornness from him
but he would do things for Indian
cricket," the iconic former captain
explained, referring to Shah's status
of being the son of Home Minister
Amit Shah.

Itwasthe first time thatboth Gan-
guly and Shah held BCCI positions.

Before that, Ganguly had headed
the Cricket Association of Bengal,
while Shah was an office-bearer in

While Ganguly was replaced by
another former Test player Roger
Binnyin 2022, Shah continued as BCCI
secretary till November 2024 before
taking over as the youngest ever ICC
chairman at 36 years of age.

Asked about how the power
dynamics and relationship was
between the scion of a political
family and a celebrated cricket star,
Ganguly said they shared a cordial
equation which has continued to
this date.

"Relationship was very good. It's
still very good. When he came in
September 2019. He was ayoungboy,
straight from Gujarat CA, very coop-
erative, approachable,” he recalled.

"Obviously, he had opinions and
rightfully so, he wanted to do things
and still does, he is the ICC chairman
and it is a bigger post."
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BAJAJ ALLIANZ | RELIANCE | HDFC EGRO | DIGIT | ICICI LOMBARD | LIBERTY INSURANCE ETC

HDFC
ERGO

GENERAL INSURANCE

B BAJAJ

Allianz @)

P ONE STOP SOLUTI(aJ FORALLS

NEEDS

¢ NEWSPAPER | BOOKS | FLYERS
LOGO | FLEX | MAGAZINES
VISITING CARDS | BROCHURES
3D BOARDS | COVER PAGES
WEDDING CARDS | CALLIGRAPHY
WALL PAINTINGS '

999038812
9419008414
01942496287

uuuuu

QGund Hassi Bhat, Radio Colony, Lawaypora, Srinagar

Lunch off 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm

edical Store Building

o0 ¢ &
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