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LG Manoj Sinha summons 
Jammu and Kashmir Legislative 

Assembly Session on April 28
  HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL 24: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, 
Shri Manoj Sinha, has summoned 
the Jammu and Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly to convene its session in 
accordance with Section 18(1) of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization 
Act, 2019.As per the order issued 
today by Lieutenant Governor of 
Jammu & Kashmir, the Legislative 
Assembly shall meet at Jammu on Monday, the 28th of April, 
2025 at 10:30 A.M.“I, Manoj Sinha, Lieutenant Governor of 
the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, in exercise of 
the powers conferred upon

Hajj 2025: First Flight with 
178 Pilgrims to Depart from 

Srinagar on May 4
  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 25: : The sacred 
journey of Hajj 2025 is set to begin 
from Jammu and Kashmir, with the 
first flight scheduled to depart from 
Srinagar International Airport on 
May 4. This inaugural flight, oper-
ated by SpiceJet, will carry 178 pil-
grims and marks the commence-
ment of this year’s Hajj pilgrimage 
from the Union Territory. The flight 
is expected to depart from Srinagar 
at 10:25 AM and arrive at Fujairah 
International Airport in Saudi Arabia

Pahalgam terror aftermath: CM Omar Abdullah holds 
interaction with tourism, business stakeholders in Kashmir

Pahalgam Attack:Eyewitness Accounts 
Key In Absence of CCTV Footage

  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 25, : With 
no CCTV footage available from 
the site of the recent Pahalgam 
attack, the probe teams are 
heavily dependent on eyewit-
ness testimonies and physical 
evidence collected from the 
area. Sources said that prelim-
inary leads suggest that the 

attackers may have fled toward 
the higher reaches of the Pir 
Panjal range soon after carrying 
out the strike.

Security forces have intensi-
fied searches at the houses of 
active militants and suspected 
overground workers (OGWs) in 
districts like Shopian, Pulwama, 
and Anantnag. A senior police

  HT News Network/UNI

SRINAGAR, APRIL 25: In 
the aftermath of the recent 
terror attack on civilians at 
Baisaran, Pahalgam, Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah on 
Friday convened a detailed 
interaction with business 
stakeholders from Kashmir’s 
tourism, travel, and trade sec

Opposition stands with Govt on terror response: Rahul Gandhi in Srinagar
‘Sad to see Kashmiris being targeted, unity must to defeat terrorism’

  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 25 Leader of 
Opposition in Lok Sabha, Rahul Gan-
dhi, who arrived in Kashmir follow-
ing the deadly Pahalgam attack,  
strongly condemned the killings and 
called for national unity in the face 
of such “nasty actions.” During his 
visit to Srinagar on Friday, Gandhi 
met one of the injured victims and 
held discussions with Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah and Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha to understand the situation 
firsthand.

“It is a tragedy. I came here to get 
a sense of what’s going on and to help 

in any way I can,” Gandhi told report-
ers, adding that his party would 
fully support any action the govern-

ment takes in response to the attack. 
“I assured both the Chief Minister 
and the LG that myself and my par-
ty are going to support fully.”

The Congress leader emphasized 
the importance of standing togeth-
er, especially at a time when attempts 
are being made to divide society. 
“This idea of violence is designed to 
make brother fight brother. We must 
stand united and defeat terrorism 
once and for all,” he said.

Referring to the communal back-
lash being reported in some parts of 
the country, Gandhi as per the news 
agency Kashmir News Trust said, “It’s 
sad to see that some people are tar

Pak Rangers refuse to 
handover BSF jawan for 
third day..

  HT News Network
NEW DELHI, APRIL, 25 ÷ Pakistan Rangers 

refused to hand over a BSF jawan, who inadver-
tently strayed to the other side, for the third 
straight day on Friday and remained non-com-
mittal on his whereabouts, official sources said.
The jawan, Constable Purnam Sahu of the 182nd 
Border Security Force (BSF), was apprehended by 
the Rangers from a farming field along the Fero-
zepur district of Punjab on Wednesday.
Sources said that the BSF has made multiple 
contacts and sought 

Pahalgam Attack Fallout: Hundreds 
of Kashmiri Students Return Home

  HT News Network
SRINAGAR, APR 25, : The 

recent attack in Pahalgam has 
sent shockwaves throughout the 
region, leaving a trail of fear and 
unrest among Kashmiri students 
living in different parts of India. 
As tensions rise, numerous 
reports of harassment, threats, 
and violent incidents against 
Kashmiri students have surfaced, 
particularly in states like Uttara-
khand, where right-wing activists 
have openly called for the expul-
sion of Kashmiri students.

Kashmiri students, who have 

been pursuing their education 
away from home, are now in the 
grip of fear, and many have been 
forced to return to Kashmir due 
to growing concerns over their 
safety. Hundreds of students have 
fled back to their homes, fearing 
further attacks and harassment 
in an atmosphere of growing 
hostility. Many have expressed 
the emotional toll of the situation, 
with some describing how their 
academic aspirations have been 
overshadowed by the threats to 
their lives and well-being.

In Uttarakhand, the situation

Ground Zero: DGP Prabhat leads anti-terror operations, 
houses of 2 terrorists linked to carnage razed

NIA takes over probe, drones, choppers pressed into service; Forensic experts visit Baisaran, security beefed up across J&K

  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 24: In the aftermath of the Pahal-
gam terror attack that left 26 civilians, mostly tourists 
dead, security forces have intensified anti-terror oper-
ations in Jammu and Kashmir.

According to the details available with the news 
agency—Director General of Police Nalin Prabhat is 
personally supervising multiple ongoing anti-terrorist 
operations in Anantnag, Kulgam, Pulwama and Shop-
ian in South Kashmir.

HOUSES OF 2 TERRORISTS RAZED
“The security forces during search of Asif Sheikh’s 

–terrorist involved in #pahalgamattack— house at 
Moghama Tral  a suspicious box was found. Wires were 

protruding out of the box. After confirmation  by 
#IndianArmy RR’s Engineers team it was destroyed 
in-situ resulting in explosion. In the explosion the house 
was partially damaged. No loss of life was reported, as 
the area was cleared and neighbouring houses were 
evacuated,” the official said, as per KNO.

He said the house of another terrorist Aadil Thokar 
of Bijbehara was demolished this morning.

Police said that both are active terrorists and are 
linked to the Pahalgam attack.

Meanwhile, two policemen were injured in an 
encounter with terrorists  in North Kashmir’s  Bandi-
pora district on Friday. “Following a tip off security 
forces launched a cordon and search operation at 
Kulnar Bazipora in

CM Omar Abdullah deputes his Cabinet colleagues 
across country to ensure safety of J&K residents

Amit Shah assures full support 
for safety of J&K residents 
outside UT: Omar Abdullah

  HT News Network/UNI

SRINAGAR, APR 25 (UNI) Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on Friday said the Union 
Home Minister has assured full support and concrete 
measures to ensure the safety of students, traders, 
and other individuals from Jammu and Kashmir resid-
ing outside the Union Territory.

This assurance comes amid rising concerns and 
reports of alleged harassment of J&K students in 
various states following the Pahalgam terror attack 
that left 25 tourist and a local

  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APRIL 25: In light of 
recent incidents and to reinforce a 
sense of security among students 
and businesspersons from Jammu & 
Kashmir residing in various parts of 
the country, Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah today directed the deploy-
ment of Cabinet Ministers to key 
cities across India.

These senior representatives of 
the Government of Jammu & Kashmir 
have been tasked with coordinating 
closely with their counterparts in 
the respective State Governments. 
Their mandate is to ensure the safe-
ty, dignity and well-being of J&K 
residents

Meet Aadil, another hero from 
Pahalgam who used his ATV bike 

to rescue tourists a� er firing
  HT News Network

:PAHALGAM, APR 25: In a 
remarkable display of bravery, a 
youth from Pahalgam named Aadil 
Ahmad utilised his All-Terrain Vehi-
cle (ATV) to rescue tourists and help 
them reach safety following a recent 
firing incident in the area.Speaking 
to the news agency— Aadil recount-
ed how he quickly sprang into action 
after hearing about the gunfire. He said conventional 
vehicles could not access the site due to the rough ter-
rain, so he immediately took out his ATV to assist those 
in distress.As panic erupted in response to the sudden 
gunshots, tourists were seen

Tourists af�irm Kashmir as ‘Heaven 
on Earth’ despite terror attack

Praise local hospitality, urge others to experience valley's beauty

  HT News Network
SRINAGAR, APR 25: A 

tourist bus filled with visi-
tors travelled peacefully 
along Srinagar's Boulevard 
Road, with a group from 
Maharashtra expressing 
their admiration for the 
Kashmir Valley, describing 
it as a “heaven on earth”. 
Despite their concerns fol-

lowing the recent attack in 
Pahalgam, the tourists 

maintained that they 
believe Kashmir is the saf-
est place on earth.

The group, primarily 
comprising individuals 
from Maharashtra and 
Mumbai, expressed their 
sentiments, saying, “Kash-
mir is the safest place in the 
world.”

Speaking to the news
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Lieutenant Governor Reviews Security 
Scenario with Army Chief and Army 

Commander, Northern Command
  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APRIL 25: The Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha has asked the Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi, 
who called on him here today to take effective steps not 
only to bring those responsible for the Pahalgam terror 
attack to justice but also to intensify efforts to crush infra-
structure of terrorism and its ecosystem.
During the discussion Lieutenant Governor said the nation 
has full faith in the bravery and valour of our army, police 
and CAPFs and they must work in close synergy to identify 
perpetrators, enablers and OGWs of Pahalgam terrorist 
killing and pursue the
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Tourists ambassadors of Kashmir, says Deputy CM
Meets tourists in Srinagar: ‘Pahalgam killings painful 

  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 25: 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Surinder Kumar Choudhary, 
along with Cabinet Minister 
Javid Dar and Advisor to the 
Chief Minister Nasir Aslam 
Wani, met with tourists in 
the Rajbagh area on Friday 
and condemned the recent 
terror attack in Pahalgam 
that resulted in 26 fatalities 
and several injuries on April 

22.According to the news 
agency— the Deputy CM 
referred to tourists as 
"ambassadors of Kashmir", 
saying they will share their 

experiences of Kashmiri 
hospitality upon returning 
home.

 “Tourists are the ambas-
sadors of Kashmir. They will 
share how they were treated 
and supported by the people 
in Kashmir after the tragic 
events in Pahalgam. While 
the killings are painful, J&K 
is a place filled with peace 
and love,” he said. “We have 
been tasked by Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah to meet
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CM
who may be facing distress, anxiety, or 

insecurity in the wake of recent developments.
“With a view to instilling a sense of secu-

rity among our students and businessmen 
currently in other states, I have deputed my 
Cabinet Ministers to various cities across the 
country. The purpose of these visits is to 
coordinate efforts with the respective State 
Governments and ensure the safety and 
well-being of J&K residents,” Office of Chief 
Minister, J&K posted on X.

“The J&K Government will stand with its 
people—anywhere, everywhere,” stated the 
Chief Minister, reaffirming the administra-
tion’s unwavering commitment to the welfare 
of its citizens beyond the territorial boundar-
ies of Jammu & Kashmir.

HM
dead
“I spoke to the Home Minister…. He has 

assured me that necessary steps will be 
taken for the security and safety of students, 
traders, and others outside Jammu and Kash-
mir,” Abdullah told reporters on Friday after 
holding a meeting with business stakehold-
ers in wake of Pahalgam attack.

Abdullah further revealed that the Home 
Minister already spoke with several Chief 
Ministers across the country to address the 
issue and has promised that an advisory will 
be issued shortly to all states regarding the 
protection of J&K residents.

Omar Abdullah also stated that he person-
ally reached out to a few of his counterpart 
Chief Ministers, and that prompt and concrete 
actions are being taken in areas where such 
incidents have been reported.

“Wherever such news is emerging, appro-
priate steps are being taken without delay,” 
he added.

Chief Minister commended the J&K”s 
business community for demonstrating 
solidarity and selflessness during a time of 
profound grief.

Abdullah noted that not a single participant 
brought up business losses or demanded 
compensation.

“At this point in time, we are not counting 
rupees and paisa,” he said. “It is a credit to all 
the participants and stakeholders—no one 
lamented empty rooms, houseboats, or idle 
taxis.”

Abdullah emphasized that the focus of the 
meeting was not on financial matters but on 
extending sympathy and support to the 
families of the victims.

“Our concern is to express solidarity with 
the families of those 26 people who were 
killed in this attack,” he said. “Business comes 
and goes, but right now, it's about standing 
together in this moment of pain.”

Omar Abdullah also lashed out at a section 
TV channels for ignoring a powerful moment 
of unity and compassion in Kashmir.

Abdullah highlighted the two-minute 
silence observed at Srinagar’s historic Jamia 
Masjid before Friday prayers in memory of 
the 26 victims of the attack.

“No one is feeling happy,” he said, “but at 
least we should be satisfied that such a digni-
fied silence was observed in Jama Masjid. It 
was a moment of collective grief and solidar-
ity.”

He lashed out at what he called “shame-
less” media channels for failing to cover the 
tribute.

“This silence was an answer to all those 
channels spreading poison against Kashmiris,” 
he said. “But they won’t show this. Because 
spreading hatred fuels their agenda. Some of 
their anchors are cowards who don’t support 
the truth.”

Abdullah also praised the selfless bravery 
of a local Kashmiri man Syed Adil who died 
while trying to rescue tourists during the 
Pahalgam attack.

“It is our duty not just to honor him and 
his family, but to ensure his memory lives 
on,” he said

“In the meantime, the Maharashtra tour 
and travel operators have already taken a 
decision to adopt his family, to take care of 
all their education needs from now until they 
complete their education, and also to help 
the family in the days and years ahead,” he 
said.

CCTV FOOTAGE
officer said that the operations are aimed 

at uncovering any support network or safe 
houses that may have aided the attackers 
before or after the assault.

Adding a new dimension to the investiga-
tion, the role of Saifullah Kasuri, an associate 
of Lashkar-e-Taiba chief Hafiz Saeed is being 
closely scrutinized. Kasuri had surfaced in a 
provocative video posted on social media in 
February, vowing to make Kashmir “the land 
of the pure” by February 2, 2026, and hinting 
at a spike in militant activity.

A National Investigation Agency (NIA) 
team, led by Inspector General Vijay Sakhare, 
is currently stationed in Srinagar and has 
formally taken over the probe with logistical 
and intelligence support from Jammu and 
Kashmir Police. Sources say the NIA is looking 
into both local and cross-border links that 
could have played a role in orchestrating the 
attack.

    Notably, Pahalgam attack left 26 civilians 
mostly tourists dead while 17 people sus-
tained injuries. [KNT]

BUSSINESS
tors at SKICC, Srinagar.
The meeting commenced with a minute 

of silence in memory of the victims, express-
ing solidarity with the families who lost their 
loved ones in the tragic incident.

The interaction was attended by Advisor 
to the Chief Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary Dheeraj Gupta, Com-
missioner Secretaries of Industries & Com-
merce a nd Tour ism ,  Div isiona l 
Commissioner Kashmir, senior police officials, 
and other concerned officers.

Addressing the gathering, Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah said, “We collectively con-
demn the Pahalgam terror incident, mourn 
the loss of 26 innocent lives, and extend our 
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved fami-
lies.”

He noted the pain of meeting the victims’ 
families—many of whom were visiting Kash-
mir on their honeymoon or family vacation. 
“As the Tourism Minister myself, I found it 
extremely difficult to meet their families. I 
was at a loss for words,” he added.

Highlighting the collective outrage and 
unity across the Valley in the wake of the 
attack, Omar Abdullah said this unified 
response sends a powerful, silent message to 
those who seek to sow fear and division.

He commended the business community 
for taking a principled stand, saying, “You’ve 
clearly said this act was not in our name—
neither have we ever supported such violence, 
nor will we ever in the future.”

The Chief Minister assured that all con-
structive suggestions offered during the 
meeting would be seriously considered to 
help prevent the recurrence of such incidents.

Addressing concerns regarding harass-
ment faced by Kashmiri students and traders 
outside Kashmir, he informed the gathering 
that he had spoken directly with the Union 
Home Minister, who assured him of necessary 
protective measures. An advisory will be 
issued in this regard, and the Home Minister 
has also personally reached out to several 
state Chief Ministers. Omar Abdullah said 
that he too has spoken to his counterparts in 
other states to ensure the safety of Kashmiris 
across India.

He lauded the tourism and business stake-
holders for not focusing on financial losses 
or seeking compensation, saying, “Business 
will come and go. Right now, our primary 
concern is to express our grief and stand in 
solidarity with those affected by this sense-
less attack.”

He added that discussions on economic 
impact can take place later, once the immedi-
ate pain of the tragedy has been addressed.

Referring to the two-minute silence 
observed at Jamia Masjid Srinagar earlier 
today, the Chief Minister called it “a strong 
and dignified response” to the propaganda 
peddled by some news channels against 
Kashmiris.

He paid special tribute to Syed Adil Hus-
sain, a local who lost his life while trying to 
save tourists during the attack, calling him a 
“symbol of Kashmiri hospitality.” Omar Abdul-
lah assured that his government would take 
steps to honour his memory and support his 
family.

Speaking on the occasion, Advisor to the 
Chief Minister Nasir Aslam Wani said, “This 
incident has shaken us to the core.” He appre-
ciated the people of Kashmir for rising in 
protest against the attack and sending a clear 
message across the country and the world 
that “this act has no place in our society or 
our religion.”

Earlier, stakeholders from the tourism 
sector unanimously condemned the attack, 
calling it a “murder of humanity.” They empha-
sized that the Valley is in deep mourning and 
that commercial concerns are secondary at 
this time.

They proposed several measures, includ-
ing: formation of a coordination committee 
comprising administration, security agencies, 
and tourism stakeholders; protection and 
welfare of Kashmiri students and business-
persons outside Kashmir.

Besides, they suggested the Establishment 
of Quick Response Teams (QRTs) at key tour-
ist destinations and countering misinforma-
tion and biased media narratives.

The Chairman of Raja & Rani Tour and 
Travels informed the gathering that the Maha-
rashtra Tour and Travel Operators’ Association 
has pledged to adopt Syed Adil Hussain’s 
family.

The association will support the educa-
tional needs of his children and provide 
long-term assistance to his family.

Furthermore, the association has decided 
that no tour bookings to Kashmir will be 
cancelled, in a strong show of support and 
solidarity.

LG
me under section 18(1) of the Jammu and 

Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, do hereby 
summon the Jammu and Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly to meet at Jammu on Monday, the 
28th of April, 2025 at 10.30 A.M,”said the 
Summon.

“Accordingly, in terms of rule 3 of the Rules 
of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly, 
all the Hon’ble Members are requested to 
kindly attend the Session of the Legislative 
Assembly on the appointed date, time and 
place,” said an order issued by Secretary J&K 
Legislative AssemblY.

METING
entire chain in a sustained manner and neu-
tralise them.
“Every perpetrator and supporter of Pahalgam 
terror attack, whatever his location or affili-
ation, must be hunted and they must pay the 
heavy price for the cowardly and dastardly 
act against our citizens,” the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor told the top army officials.
The meeting also reviewed security mecha-
nisms in place, various short-term, long-term 
measures and integration and coordination 
among the various security agencies. The 
meeting was attended by Army Chief Gen-
eral Upendra Dwivedi, GOC-in-C Northern 
Command Lt Gen MV Suchindra Kumar, 
Deputy Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen Pratik 
Sharma and GoC 15 Corps Lt Gen Prashant 
Srivastava.

RAHUL
geting my brothers and sisters from Kash-

mir elsewhere in the country. That is not the 
way forward. We all must remain united.”

Although most of the injured victims had 
been shifted back, Gandhi managed to meet 
one of them during his hospital visit. “I couldn’t 
meet everyone who was injured or the fam-
ilies of those who lost their lives, but I want 
to send my love and affection to all of them. 
The entire country is standing with you.”

He also noted that people across Jammu 
and Kashmir have strongly condemned the 
attack, further adding that the unity shown 
by the public should be a message to those 
who try to spread hatred.

Rahul Gandhi revealed that he attended 
the all-party meeting convened by the gov-
ernment in Delhi yesterday. “The united 
opposition has condemned this brutal act 
and extended its complete support to the 
government in taking decisive action,” he 
said.[KNT]

HAJI
at 2:55 PM.
    After a brief layover, the flight will con-

tinue its journey, departing Fujairah at 3:55 
PM and landing at Madina International 
Airport by 6:55 PM on the same day.

Following the first flight, there will be no 
departures on May 5, 6, and 13. However, 
regular flights will resume on May 7, with 
321 pilgrims scheduled to depart each day 
for Madina. On May 9 and May 14, two flights 
will operate, each carrying 642 pilgrims. The 
final flight will take place on May 15, carrying 
the last group of 321 pilgrims from Srinagar.

   A total of 3,388 pilgrims from Jammu 
and Kashmir are expected to embark on the 
Hajj pilgrimage this year. SpiceJet has been 
tasked with managing these flights, ensuring 
that all arrangements are in place for a smooth 
and safe journey.

    The Hajj Committee has confirmed that 
necessary steps, including health check-ups, 
documentation, and logistical support, have 
been taken to provide a seamless experience 
for the pilgrims.

STUDENTS
has been particularly dire, with right-wing 

groups issuing direct threats to Kashmiri 
students. These threats have sparked wide-
spread panic, leading to some students leav-
ing their academic institutions in search of 
safety. The fear is not just about physical harm, 
but the psychological toll of living under 
constant threat of attack.

Educators and academics have also voiced 
their concerns, with several urging universi-
ties across the country to consider postpon-
ing exams for Kashmiri students by two to 
three weeks. With many students facing 
severe emotional and logistical challenges, 
they argue that it would be nearly impossible 
for them to prepare adequately for their exams 
in such a hostile environment. The disruption 
to their studies is not just academic but also 
personal, as they face the trauma of living in 
fear.

Prominent political leaders have also 
weighed in on the crisis. Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi condemned the attacks, stating 
that Kashmiri students are "brothers and 
sisters" who are being unfairly targeted and 
attacked in various parts of the country. 
Gandhi emphasized the need for unity and 
understanding, calling for solidarity with the 
students affected by the violence.

In response to the growing concerns, 
Jammu and Kashmir's Chief Minister, Omar 
Abdullah, has taken proactive steps to ensure 
the safety of Kashmiri students. Abdullah has 
deputed a team of ministers to travel to 
various states to meet with local authorities 
and ensure the safety and security of students 
from the region. He has also called for swift 
action to be taken against those responsible 
for any acts of harassment or violence against 
Kashmiri students, urging the government 

to intervene and restore normalcy. 

BSF
flag meetings with the Rangers to secure 

the release of its jawan but the response has 
"not been positive" till now.

The incident comes at a time when rela-
tions between the two countries have hit a 
low in the wake of the Pahalgam terrorist 
attack which claimed 26 lives.

The BSF has also alerted all its formations 
and asked them to be on "heightened vigil" 
along the 2,289 kilometers India-Pakistan 
border that runs from Jammu in the north to 
Punjab, Rajasthan and Gujarat in the west in 
the wake of the Pahalgam attack and related 
developments.

Sources said the BSF will continue to seek 
a field commander level meeting with the 
Rangers for an early release of the jawan.
They said, as per established protocol between 
the two sides, any such case of an armed 
personnel straying inadvertently is dealt with 
in a professional and prompt manner.
It is expected that the BSF jawan will be with 
his force very soon, the sources said.
Meanwhile, Sahu's family in Hooghly, West 
Bengal is praying for his safety and early 
return.

"He was serving the nation, and now we 
don't even know whether he is safe or not. 
We have heard that he is in Pakistani cus-
tody," the jawan's father Bholanath Sahu said.
The jawan was escorting a group of farmers 
ahead of the border fence and had stepped a 
few meters for a break under a tree when he 
was picked up by the Rangers claiming he 
breached the IB....

DY CM
the tourists today.”
Chaudhary urged visitors to continue 

exploring Kashmir, assuring them of their 
safety under the Omar Abdullah-led govern-
ment. “Although maintaining law and order 
is a challenge, the government and the peo-
ple of Kashmir are committed to ensuring 
your safety,” he added.

The Deputy Chief Minister acknowledged 
that while every society has people who cre-
ate chaos, such incidents shouldn't define the 
community as a whole. “At this moment, we 
need to strengthen our nation and preserve 
the brotherhood for which J&K is renowned,” 
he urged.

Advisor Nasir Wani called the killings in 
Pahalgam “unfortunate”. “We experience the 
same pain as you do, but we are doubly pained 
as this tragedy has occurred on our land.” He 
reaffirmed that the people of J&K are peace-
loving and dedicated to promoting harmony.

Meanwhile, the tourists praised the hos-
pitality shown by the local people here, say-
ing that they have been supported and 
assisted by the people of Kashmir. “We have 
felt like home here,” they said.

Pertinently, 26 people, mostly tourists, 
were killed in a major terror attack in Pahal-
gam on Tuesday, with many others injured—

ADIL
fleeing in every direction, many of them 

trapped in the hilly landscape with limited 
means of escape.

Aadil’s quick thinking allowed him to 
navigate the chaotic scene, ferrying families, 
especially women and children, safely to 
secure areas. “He didn’t wait for anyone to 
tell him what to do. He just saw people in 
need and took charge,” an eyewitness said.

Reflecting on his actions, Aadil said, “I 
acted on instinct. These tourists come here 
to enjoy the beauty of Kashmir. It is our duty 
as locals to protect them and show them that 
this land is not for innocent killings but for 
love and humanity.”

Aadil said he transported people to motor-
able areas where ambulances could then take 
them to the hospital.

He said the people of Pahalgam are griev-
ing. “There are families who haven’t eaten 
anything for two days. This is not just the 
killing of one person; it is the killing of human-
ity.”

Aadil described the tragedy as a “murder 
of Kashmir and humanity”. saying the locals 
feel the pervasive loss.

Despite the risk and the investment of 8 
lakh on his vehicle, Aadil resolved to use it to 
save lives rather than let it sit idle.

"The government must take action to boost 
tourism and send a clear message that neither 
tourists nor locals should be paralysed by 
fear due to such unacceptable acts," he said—

TOURIST
agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), 

they acknowledged that while the Pahalgam 
attack initially raised alarm, their personal 
experiences in Kashmir have been over-
whelmingly positive.

One female tourist said, “Kashmir is truly 
heaven on Earth”. She added that despite the 
news of the attack, their experiences had 
alleviated any fears they had.

“We feel safe here, and the people have 
been incredibly warm and welcoming. It is 
the safest place on earth, and we encourage 
everyone to visit,” she asserted.

Jayesh, a tourist from Mumbai, shared his 
experience of being in Gulmarg when the 
attack occurred. Initially worried, he said the 
situation returned to normal quickly, thanks 
to the supportive locals. "Their hospitality 
touched our hearts," he added.

The group praised their guide and driver, 
who they credited with ensuring a comfort-
able and enjoyable tour. “Our driver has been 
more than just a driver. He is a tour guide 
who has not only shown us the beauty of 
Kashmir but also made sure we felt at ease 
throughout our trip. His knowledge of the 
valley and his friendly demeanour have made 
our journey enjoyable and worry-free,” 
another tourist added.

Staying in the region for a week, the group 
has plans to visit several other attractions, 
including Gulmarg and Sonamarg, to further 
explore Kashmir’s rich culture and stunning 
landscapes. They urged travellers not to let 
recent incidents dissuade them from expe-
riencing the region's charm and hospitality.

Another lady from the group said the 
Pahalgam attack was tragic. She, however, 
assured everyone that Kashmir remains a 
safe and welcoming destination.

“The locals are kind and peaceful, and they 
are eager to share their beautiful homeland 
with visitors,” she said.

Despite the challenges, she said Kashmir 
continues to be a safe haven. "The warmth 
and hospitality of the people far exceed the 
narratives portrayed in the media," she said.

This optimistic viewpoint comes at a time 
when the tourism sector in Kashmir is grad-
ually recovering from previous setbacks in 
recent years—

GROUND ZERO
Bandipora district. The search operation 

turned into an encounter after the hiding 
terrorists opened fire on the security forces’ 
positions,” said an official.

He said two policemen were injured in 
the firing by terrorists.

NIA TAKES OVER PROBE
A National Investigation Agency (NIA) 

team, led by Inspector General Vijay Sakhare, 
currently stationed in Srinagar has formally 
taken over the probe with logistical and intel-
ligence support from Jammu and Kashmir 
Police, sources told KNO.

They said the probe agency is looking into 
both local and cross-border links that could 
have played a role in orchestrating the attack.

Meanwhile, a team of forensic experts 
visited Baisaran, terror attack site, in Pahalgam 
to collect the evidence.

DRONES, CHOPPERS PRESSED INTO SER-
VICE

“Security forces have intensified searches 
at the houses of active terrorists and sus-
pected OGWs in districts like Shopian, Pul-
wama, and Anantnag,” said an official, adding, 
“The operations are aimed at uncovering any 
support network or safe houses that may 
have aided the attackers before or after the 
assault.”

The official said that choppers and drones 
are being used to look for the terrorists 
involved in the Pahalgam terror attack.

He said that security has been beefed up 
across Jammu and Kashmir and a strict vigil 
is being maintained.

INDIA-PAK ARMIES EXCHANGE FIRE
Pakistan Army soldiers used small arms 

to fire at an Indian position along the Line of 
Control (LoC) in Kashmir, the officials said, 
adding that Indian soldiers retaliated and 
gave a befitting reply.  However,  no casualties 
were reported on either side.

The United Nations has urged India and 
Pakistan “to exercise maximum restraint and 
to ensure that the situation and the develop-
ments we’ve seen do not deteriorate any 
further.”

Pertinently, a special forces para com-
mando of the Army was killed in an encoun-
ter with terrorists in the Dudu-Basantgarh 
area of Udhampur district on Thursday.

The joint search operation was launched 
by the Army, Jammu and Kashmir Police, and 
the CRPF, following specific intelligence inputs 
regarding the presence of terrorists in the 
area. “The operation began early Thursday 
morning in the dense forests of Basantgarh. 
During the mission, contact was established 
with a group of 3-4 suspected terrorists, 
believed to have recently infiltrated across 
the international border. A heavy exchange 
of gunfire ensued in which one para com-
mando lost his life and two others sustained 
injuries,” said an official.

SEARCH OPERATIONS IN JAMMU REGION
Security forces are conducting massive 

search operations in Udhampur, Kathua, 
Hiranagar and other areas.

As per KNO, a massive search operation 
was launched in Jammu Kathua after a wom-
an claimed to have seen four suspicious men.

Personnel of J&K Police's Special Operations 
Group reached the spot and launched a comb-
ing operation. Searches were on when this 
report was filed.Meanwhile, searches were 
conducted in the Chann Rorian area near the 
Railway Yard in Hiranagar sector in Kathua 
district on Friday. “The operation was initi-
ated following inputs about suspicious move-
ment in the vicinity of the railway yard. Joint 
teams of police and security forces cordoned 
off the area and carried out thorough checks 
in nearby fields and residential pockets,” said 
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Jal Shakti Minister reviews 
Water Supply Schemes in Kashmir

  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APRIL 25: Minister for Jal 
Shakti, Javed Ahmed Rana, today held a 
meeting with Superintending Engineers 
of the department at Civil Secretariat to 
review the progress on different Water 
Supply Schemes (WSSs) being executed 
in Kashmir division.
Advisor to the Chief Minister, Nasir Aslam 
Wani, also participated in the meeting.
Javed Rana had a detailed review of the 
department functioning focusing on 
implementation of JJM in J&K, completion 
of different schemes, physical targets 
achieved besides fund utilisation under 
various schemes.
While addressing the meeting, Rana 
directed the Superintending Engineers 
to keenly monitor working of all water 
supply schemes, ensuring these function 
unhindered. He directed the concerned 
officials for fast-tracking completion of 
pending projects under the Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM) and other ongoing water 
supply schemes. He also asked them to 
increase their visibility on ground and 
take proactive initiatives like a complaint 

redressal system to address the problems 
of the general public.
He emphasized upon the officers to focus 
on effective grievances redressal mecha-
nism so that people do not face any kind 
of inconvenience on this account. He called 
upon the officers to regularly monitor the 
execution of works so as to maintain 
quality standards.
Maintaining that the government is com-
mitted to provide quality water to all 
households, he asked for ensuring that all 
water quality standards are met at all 
levels without any compromise.
The Minister asked the officers to ensure 
removal of all bottlenecks and hindranc-

es in project execution in coordination 
with other departments for timely com-
pletion of works. Minister for Jal Shakti, 
Javed Ahmed Rana, today held a meeting 
with Superintending Engineers of the 
department at Civil Secretariat to review 
the progress on different Water Supply 
Schemes (WSSs) being executed in Kash-
mir division.Advisor to the Chief Minister, 
Nasir Aslam Wani, also participated in 
the meeting.Javed Rana had a detailed 
review of the department functioning 
focusing on implementation of JJM in J&K, 
completion of different schemes, physical 
targets achieved besides fund utilisation 
under various schemes.While addressing 

the meeting, Rana directed the Superin-
tending Engineers to keenly monitor 
working of all water supply schemes, 
ensuring these function unhindered. He 
directed the concerned officials for fast-
tracking completion of pending projects 
under the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) and 
other ongoing water supply schemes. He 
also asked them to increase their visibil-
ity on ground and take proactive initiatives 
like a complaint redressal system to 
address the problems of the general pub-
lic.He emphasized upon the officers to 
focus on effective grievances redressal 
mechanism so that people do not face any 
kind of inconvenience on this account. He 
called upon the officers to regularly mon-
itor the execution of works so as to main-
tain quality standards.
Maintaining that the government is com-
mitted to provide quality water to all 
households, he asked for ensuring that all 
water quality standards are met at all 
levels without any compromise.
The Minister asked the officers to ensure 
removal of all bottlenecks and hindranc-
es in project execution in coordination 
with other departments for timely com-
pletion of works.
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Helpline established at CM's 
Raabita o� ice for J&K students 
studying outside following 
reports of harassment

  HT News Network
SRINAGAR, APRIL 25: In the aftermath of the recent 
terrorist attack in Pahalgam and alarming reports 
of assaults, harassment, and threats targeting 
students from Jammu & Kashmir across various 
parts of the country, the Government of Jammu & 
Kashmir has taken swift and decisive action to 
ensure the safety and welfare of its students study-
ing outside the Union Territory.
A dedicated toll-free helpline — 1800-8900-166 
— has been set up at the Raabita Office in Srinagar 
to extend support and assistance to any student 
facing intimidation or threat. The helpline will 
operateround-the-clock and is equipped to address 
grievances, offer assistance, and coordinate with 
local authorities wherever needed.
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah has expressed deep 
concern over the unfolding situation and reaffirmed 
the government’s unwavering commitment to 
uphold the rights, dignity of every student from 
Jammu & Kashmir and ensure a safe environment 
for them, no matter where they are pursuing their 
education.“We humbly and earnestly appeal to the 
governments of all States and Union Territories, in 
these trying times, to come forward with unwaver-
ing commitment to protect the Kashmiri students 
and citizens who find themselves far from home. 
These individuals, whether traveling or residing 
outside Jammu and Kashmir, must be safeguarded 
against any form of harassment, discrimination, or 
intimidation,”— pronounced by a resolution passed 
yesterday at the All Party Meeting chaired by Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah.
The Government of Jammu & Kashmir urges all 
educational institutions and state administrations 
across the nation to ensure the safety of students 
from J&K and to take firm action against any indi-
viduals or groups attempting to disrupt communal 
harmony.Students and their families have been 
asked to report any incident or concern via the 
toll-free helpline. The government assures swift 
response and necessary support in every genuine 
case reported.For assistance,those in distress have 
been asked to call: 1800-8900-166 (Toll-Free).

GCW Srinagar organises 
workshop on ‘Media and 
Information Literacy’

  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APRIL 25: Government College for 
Women, M.A Road Srinagar organised a workshop 
on ‘Media and Information Literacy’ here today.
The workshop was organised by the Department 
of Journalism and Mass Communication of the 
college.
The workshop was attended by faculty members 
of the college and was aimed to build their capac-
ity to navigate the evolving media landscape and 
combat misinformation.
Speaking on the occasion, Principal, Prof. (Dr.) 
Yasmeen Farooq said, “Fake news has emerged as 
a major problem across the world so it is important 
that we are well equipped with essential media 
literacy skills to critically assess media content so 
that we act as informed and responsible citizens. 
Without proper media literacy, people fall prey to 
misinformation and manipulation.”
She said there is a need for more such workshops 
to spread awareness among people regarding the 
importance of verifying online content.
The resource person for the workshop was Dr. 
Afsana Rashid, Assistant Professor, Media Education 
Research Centre (MERC), Kashmir University and 
a certified FactShala trainer. The workshop covered 
various themes including media bias, misinforma-
tion ecosystems, deepfakes, artificial intelligence, 
and critical thinking.

Kashmiri Students Meet SSP 
Kapurthala Over Safety 
Concerns Following Pahalgam 
Attack

  HT News Network

Kapurthala, April 25: Amid rising tensions follow-
ing the recent terror attack on tourists in Pahalgam, 
Kashmiri students from Lovely Professional Uni-
versity (LPU) Punjab met with Senior Superintendent 
of Police (SSP) Kapurthala, Gorav Toora, on Thursday 
to voice their concerns about safety and growing 
threats against Kashmiri youth in different parts 
of the country.The students, deeply concerned by 
reports of harassment and intimidation targeting 
Kashmiris, said they felt increasingly vulnerable, 
especially in the aftermath of the attack which has 
stoked public anger and backlash. They called on 
local authorities to step in and ensure their protec-
tion.Student activist Syed Abdul Mohsin Andrabi 
a PhD Scholar, who has been actively representing 
Kashmiri students in the Punjab region while 
speaking to the SSP, stressed the need for proactive 
security measures and appealed for a more sensi-
tive handling of the situation.“We are students, not 
suspects,” Andrabi told SSP Toora. “Our only demand 
is safety and dignity. 

SKUAST-K conducts awareness 
cum seed distribution prog for 

tribal farmers at Budgam
  HT News Network

Srinagar, April 25: The KVK 
Budgam in collaboration with 
KVK Pulwama held a Seed 
Distribution cum Awareness 
Programme of Tribal Farmers 
of Budgam under the project 
‘Outreach of Technology and 
Distribution of Farming Tools 
for ST and Low-Income Farm-
ers funded under the Tribal 
Sub-Plan.
The aim of the programme 
was to distribute high qual-
ity potato and maize seeds 
among Tribal farmers. About 
60 farmers of village Lobran, 
Khag Block participated in 
the programme.
The programme was inaugu-
rated by Prof Raihana H. 
Kanth, Director Extension, 
SKUAST-K who was the chief 
guest on the occasion.
In her address to farmers, she 
encouraged them to come 
forward for such develop-

mental initiatives to augment 
agriculture in their region & 
to optimize production for 
sustenance and commercial 
viability using new technolo-
gies.
She also stressed on adoption 
and dissemination of these 
high yielding varieties of 
potato and maize. She also 
briefed the farmers about the 
role of SKUAST-K in augment-
ing research in agriculture to 
facilitate the farming in Trib-
al Areas of Kashmir.
Dr. Javid A. Mughal, Principal 

Investigator of the project, 
shared the key highlights of 
the project in enhancing live-
lihood of farmers. Dr. Bilal A. 
Lone ,Prof & Head KVK Bud-
gam, briefed the tribal farm-
ers about the role of KVK 
Budgam in facilitating such 
programmes through on farm 
trials and front-line demon-
strations at farmers field.
 Dr Ambreen Nabi, Scientist 
KVK, deliberated upon the 
Packages of Practices of Pota-
to (Kufri Jyoti) to be adopted 
throughout the Tribal Area. 

Mirwaiz leads devotees at Jamia Masjid 
to express solidarity with Pahalgam victims

Observes one-minute silence, condemns killings, slams media vili�ication of Kashmiris

  HT News Network

Srinagar, : Mirwaiz-e-Kashmir Mol-
vi Muhammad Umar Farooq Friday 
led the devotees at the historic Jamia 
Masjid to condemn the dastardly 
terror attack in Pahalgam that left 
26 people dead and several others 
wounded.
The gathering during the congrega-
tional Friday prayers observed a one-
minute silence for the first time to 
express deep grief and solidarity 
with the victims of Pahalgam terror 
attack.
Calling the killings “inhuman and 
heartbreaking”, Mirwaiz said the 
brutal manner in which people were 
slain, after being identified in front 
of their families, was a chilling 
reminder of the suffering Kashmiris 
have endured for decades.
“This massacre has left every heart 
in Kashmir wounded. Our people, 
regardless of background, are united 
in grief and condemnation,” he said, 
urging patience and healing for the 
bereaved and injured.
As per the news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO), Mirwaiz said, 

“Repeatedly barring me from fulfill-
ing my religious duties is not only 
condemnable but deeply painful for 
me and for the community.”
In his address, Mirwaiz condemned 
the “disturbing and dangerous” 
media discourse that he said had 
vilified Kashmiris in the wake of the 
attack.
Such narratives, he said, were fueling 
communal hatred and had already 
led to incidents of Kashmiri students 
being targeted in different parts of 
the country.
“Mainstream media’s divisive rhet-
oric is making Kashmiris vulnerable 
and insecure outside the region. 
Hundreds have been forced to return 
home in panic. This is unjust and 
unacceptable,” Mirwaiz said, appeal-
ing to governments in other states 

to ensure the safety of all Kashmiris.
He said the Kashmiri people had not 
only condemned the terror attack 
outright but also extended human-
itarian support to the victims.
“Locals risked their own lives to save 
tourists. Adil Hussain, a pony opera-
tor, died a hero while helping others. 
Many others carried the injured on 
their backs, provided shelter, food 
and even emotional comfort to dis-
tressed visitors,” he added.
Mirwaiz paid tribute to Hussain and 
urged authorities to allow him to 
personally visit the bereaved family 
and those injured in the attack.
He reiterated his appeal to authori-
ties to “desist from bans and restric-
tions on religious leaders” and called 
for unity and compassion in the face 
of grief—

Altaf Bukhari calls for unity to 
defeat the enemies of peace

  HT News Network
Srinagar, April 25: Apni Party Presi-
dent Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari 
has called on people to “preserve 
their spirit of kindness, empathy, and 
hospitality, despite the warmonger-
ing of certain communal elements.” 
He said that a large number of “tour-
ists have given terrorists a befitting 
response by staying in the valley 
despite the gruesome massacre, 
which claimed 26 innocent lives in 
Pahalgam.” The Apni Party president 
said that “upholding unity, mutual 
trust, and resilience is the key to 
overcoming adversity and defeating 
the enemies of peace.”
In his statement issued here, Syed 
Mohammad Altaf Bukhari said, “I 
take immense pride in saying that 
the people of Kashmir embody 
extraordinary hospitality and com-
passion. During the winter, the resi-
dents of Gund village in Ganderbal 
opened their homes and mosques to 
provide shelter to hundreds of foreign 
and domestic tourists who were 
stranded in heavy snowfall. In freez-
ing temperatures, the locals offered 
free food and tea to these guests.”

He further said, “Several accounts 
have now surfaced, revealing that 
during the recent gruesome terror 
attack on tourists in Pahalgam, 
locals—despite their own fear and 
panic—came forward to help the 
injured at Baisaran Meadow. Our 
hero, Syed Adil Hussain, gave his life 
while trying to disarm a terrorist. 
Local drivers gave many tourists free 
rides to Srinagar. Auto-rickshaw driv-
ers ferried tourists—who chose to 
leave the valley after this horrific 
attack—to the airport free of charge. 
Locals were seen weeping, heartbro-
ken by the tragedy that unfolded.”
Applauding the hospitable nature of 
the people of Kashmir, Syed Moham-
mad Altaf Bukhari stressed .

Brazen Violation of SMC Rules 
in Baghander Humhama 
Sparks Public Outcry

  HT News Network

Srinagar, April 25: The peaceful locality of Baghander 
Humhama is fast becoming a hub of lawlessness, as 
illegal construction activities gain momentum right 
under the nose of the Srinagar Municipal Corporation 
(SMC). Despite the area being officially notified by the 
Town Planning Division with a strict ban on new con-
structions, several violations have recently surfaced—
raising serious questions about the enforcement of 
municipal laws.According to local residents, one of the 
most glaring violations involves the construction of a 
massive 16-foot-high boundary wall. The wall not only 
lacks proper permissions but also directly contravenes 
the SMC’s own boundary wall byelaws, which prescribe 
a maximum height of 2.1 metres. Moreover the ground 
level is also being raised far more than the prescribed 
limit of 0.3 mtrs from the nearest street level.
The situation worsened when, following a brief and 
symbolic intervention by the SMC—where a few bricks 
were removed—the construction resumed with renewed 
speed and audacity. “It appears the action taken was 
nothing more than a formality and now the wall is being 
built like a fortress,” a concerned resident told this 
reporter on condition of anonymity.Locals allege that 
the token demolition was staged to give an illusion of 
enforcement, only to later allow the illegal activity to 
continue unhindered.Adding insult to injury, the offend-
er has also caused extensive damage to the adjoining 
roads by using heavy machinery like dumpers for unlaw-
ful land fillings.



Time for tourism 
players to go outside 
and motivate people 
to visit Kashmir

The Jammu & Kashmir chief minister Omar 
Abdullah has been carrying out a series of 
meetings following the April 22 Baisaran-

Pahalgam terror attack that left 25 tourists and a 
local dead. On Thursday the CM chaired the all 
party meeting which was attended by represen-
tatives of all the leading political parties. Today 
Omar chaired a meeting attended by representa-
tives of different trade bodies and business organi-
zations of Kashmir. Both the meetings turned out 
to be successful as the participants condemned 
the heinous incident vehemently.

Over the past few years there has been an 
unprecedented arrival of tourists both domestic 
and international to Kashmir. Since some people 
and agencies are not happy with the economic 
progress of Kashmir and Kashmiris, the success 
of the tourism sector does not go well with such 
people and agencies. They are on the lookout 
to create trouble in the valley so that the people 
don’t visit the Paradise on Earth and those who 
are here leave the same at the earliest.

Ever since the Baisaran-Pahalgam incident has 
taken place there are reports of mass cancellation 
of bookings of the people who had made plans to 
visit Kashmir in the coming weeks and months. 
It is quite natural that people would be scared 
as and when some unfortunate incident takes 
place at any tourist place in any part of the world 
and Kashmir is no exception to the same. As the 
images and videos of the killing of tourists flashed 
across the media channels and mobile phones 
the people became sceptical about the situation 
of Kashmir valley.

In the past whenever any such incident took 
place the department of tourism along with the 
tourism players visited different places in the 
country and motivated the people to come and 
enjoy the beauty and magnificence of Kashmir. 
These steps bore fruit since people in thousands 
said goodbye to fear and made it a point to visit 
the Kashmir valley. In such a manner the tour-
ism department officials and the tourism players 
turned out to be peace ambassadors for Kashmir 
and its tourism.

This time around the whole process needs to 
be repeated and the union territory government 
should draw a comprehensive plan so that the 
people living in different parts of the country are 
motivated to come over here as tourists. This 
would defeat the designs of the people and agen-
cies that are hell bent to cause economic losses to 
the people of Kashmir especially to those who are 
associated with the tourism sector.
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Evils and their redressal are vital for society

SAHIL MANZOOR
sahilmanzoor411990@gmail.com

Today's learners are the 
bosses of the future. 
Today's learners may 

decide the future of the nation 
and the world. Learners may put 
their positive impact on society 
when they have effective skills, 
great goals, and unconditional 
love for the nation.

We have no option for the 
learners living in the present era 
other than providing chances 
and motivating them in every 
aspect of their developmental 
changes. They are to our teach-
ers, scientists, doctors, and 
players in every role in every 
playing field. It is obvious all the 
great professionals are among 
them and may decide the fate 
of our nation and world as well.

Who are learners?

Every individual has to accept 
that every learner is our future 
and they are our nation build-
ers, so how can we ignore what 
they are engaged with today? 
May Almighty not do this; if our 
present generation is facing 
issues, we all have to redress 
them. This is not the issue of a 
single individual or particular 
community. Any evil in society 
is our duty to condemn, and 
we are the true kins and may 
provide them counseling and 
all that they demand for their 
upliftment.

Learners are in every house-
hold. Every parent wishes to see 
their children develop great per-
sonalities and believes in great 
results for their future.

How can we feed them under 
safe shelter?

Today, with the arrival of 
cutting-edge technology, we 
are celebrating every develop-
mental step our nation is head-
ing towards, and at the same 
time, we are concerned that 
our society is dealing with grave 
concerns like drugs, which are 
destroying the health, wealth, 
and dignity of our blooming 
young people.

What are the evils in our 
society that need an immediate 

eradication?
The drug menace becomes 

the central attraction of evils in 
our society, followed by online 
gambling, and the demand for 
branded clothes and day-to-day 
requirements is getting out of 
reach for the parents.

Drug menace.
There are drugs prescribed by 

doctors to their parents for the 
healing purpose. Lucky people 
ignore them and complete the 
medicine course after hard 
efforts, and unfortunately, there 
are people who consume drugs, 
which may make their health 
worse, spoil their money, lose 
their dignity, and get closer to 
the grave. Drug management is 
spoiling the image of our society 
and making us ashamed among 
the others. Adolescent school-
going students are habitual 
smokers, alcohol consumers, 
and dreadful drug consumers. 
This is quite nasty for the whole 
society, and I condemn and pray 
to get rid of such evils from our 
society. Drug abuse may be erad-
icated by taking measures like 
educational institutions having 
to make their learners aware not 
only on Drug De-Addiction Day 
but on all 365 days of Anti-Drug 
Addiction Day.

Visit the drug de-addiction 
centers where they experience 
how the drug menace soils the 
lives of innocent and healthy 
individuals, and show them case 
study videos once a week.

Motivate them towards physi-
cal activities like the gym, where 
they may get habitual to build-
ing their physique instead of 
spoiling it. Show them exercises 
that may reduce their anxiety 
and feel them relax. Tell them 
how they can spend their free 
time, like spending time with 
family discussing your life goals, 
your interests, and your likes 
and dislikes.

Online gambling
Online gambling is one more 

threat to our young minds. 
Online gambling is becoming 
a trend and is being promoted 
through different mediums.

One thing that is very unfor-
tunate is that famous and 
renowned cricketers are pro-
moting such activities. Our 
nation does not need such types 
of sources for the employment 
our country needs educated, 
patriotic, and loyal citizens. We 
need people who hate evils, 
and such acts may lead our 
country towards the develop-
mental heights, and believe that 

the crimes and other offenses 
may decline, like harassment 
of female folk, minor rapes, 
murders, and hundreds of evils 
may be eradicated if we focus 
on giving moral knowledge, 
and criminals should be treat-
ed under strict laws. No crime 
should be taken for granted.

Online gambling should be 
banned, and celebrities should 
think before promoting any 
activity that may harm and be 
dreadful for the future.

Branded day-to-day demands
There are people in our soci-

ety who manage to live with very 
little earning and provide educa-
tion to their children, and there 
are people who spend two thou-
sand on their designer under-
wear. No doubt if we are finan-
cially well-off, we can spend as 
per our earnings, but there are 
people in our society having 
zero earnings and unnecessarily 
troubling their parents to give 
them huge money for iPhones, 
branded shoes, clothes, etc. 
Such acts may spoil their careers 
as well as drain their financial 
strength and make them so poor 
that they take wrong steps and 
may harm the society and lose 
their dignity.

What do we need?

We need educated, honest, 
and patriotic professionals who 
help the nation to eradicate 
such evils and friendly profes-
sionals who guide their future 
stars, not demotivating them.

Motivation is power.
Motivation may help our 

youth in the righteous path and 
be the ones who may uplift the 
nation, not the ones who are the 
reason for destruction.

What do we need?
We need counseling centers 

so that everyone may get coun-
seling without any fear or shy-
ness.

We need government gym 
centers in every village with 
proper guides and equipment or 
subsidies for home gym equip-
ment.

Bodybuilding enhances the 
interest in making personality 
and decreases the urge to take 
drugs like smoking, etc. We have 
to motivate our young minds 
towards their future goals as 
early as possible.

Be healthy, be happy, be safe, 
and enjoy your life.

Never follow competition; 
first understand yourself and 
follow your passion for the 
upliftment of the nation and 
family.

Pahalgam Attack: Kashmir Speaks, 
Shocked & Stunned

M S S HOSSAIN 
   

Every heart bleeds in Kashmir 
today, as the bodies of the slain 
tourists completed their final 

journey out of the Valley — a Valley 
once known for the fragrance of its 
flowers, its hospitality, and the soulful 
songs of peace and well-being. That 
same land now mourns, not just the 
loss of innocent lives, but a brutal 
assault on its soul.

The recent terrorist attack in 
Pahalgam has shaken the conscience 
of every peace-loving citizen of the 
nation. What unfolded was not 
merely an act of terror but a barbaric 
assault on humanity itself — a crime 
that has no connection, justification, 
or sanction in the teachings of Islam. 
A religion that upholds the sanctity 
of human life, that commands mercy, 
and that holds hospitality as a virtue 
cannot be evoked to legitimize such 
savagery. No divine cause can be 
advanced by the spilling of innocent 
blood, especially that of guests who 
came seeking the warmth of our cul-
ture and the serenity of our land.

This incident also reflects a sinister 
and desperate shift in the strategy of 
terror organizations. No longer able 
to strike military or strategic instal-
lations due to strong counterinsur-
gency responses and increasing 
isolation, these groups have turned 
their guns towards soft targets. It is 
not strength that guides these new 
tactics, but sheer desperation. This 
shift — from ideology to indiscrimi-
nate brutality — is a loud confession of 
failure. It mirrors their growing irrel-
evance in a Kashmir that is moving on 
and turning its back on violence. This 
desperation was echoed in the recent 
rhetoric of the Pakistani Army Chief, 
who once again referred to Kashmir 
as Pakistan’s "jugular vein" — a tired, 
provocative metaphor that betrays 
Pakistan’s unchanged mindset of 
bleeding the Valley to maintain its 
relevance on the global stage.

But the timing of this particular 
attack offers deeper context. It coin-
cides with the interrogation of Tahaw-
wur Rana, a key accused in the 26/11 
Mumbai terror attacks, presently in 
NIA custody. With his deportation, 
the global gaze is once again being 
cast on Pakistan’s deep involvement 
in nurturing and sheltering terrorists. 
The ISI’s role in the Mumbai attacks, 
long buried under layers of denial and 
deceit, is now dangerously close to 
being officially exposed in an Indian 
court. In this backdrop, the Pahal-
gam attack appears not only as a 
disruption of peace in the Valley but 
also as a calculated distraction — a 
smokescreen to dilute international 
attention from the truth about the 
ISI’s blood-soaked past. But this too 

will fail. The world now sees through 
such smokescreens. Pakistan’s image 
as a terror-sponsoring state is etched 
in global memory, and it will not be 
washed away by orchestrated vio-
lence or diversionary tactics.

While the psychological and emo-
tional scars of this massacre are 
deep, the economic consequences 
are equally alarming. In recent 
years, Kashmir’s tourism sector — a 
vital artery of the region’s economy 
— had been witnessing a resurgence. 
Record-breaking footfalls of domes-
tic and international tourists were 
breathing new life into local liveli-
hoods: hoteliers, shikara owners, 
guides, artisans, transporters, and 
small traders alike. The Valley’s 
famed hospitality, warmth, and pic-
turesque beauty had begun to replace 
the headlines of conflict.

The Pahalgam attack threatens to 
derail this delicate recovery. Travel 
advisories are being reissued. Cancel-
lations are surging. Fear is returning 
— not just to those who might visit, 
but to those whose lives depend on 
that very influx. Each attack like this 
strikes not only at the body of the 
nation but at the economic heart of 
the Valley. It disrupts livelihoods, 
breaks trust, and erodes years of 
painstaking effort to rebuild Kash-
mir’s image.

Kashmir’s hospitality — once leg-
endary, where a guest was treated as 
divine — now finds itself under threat 
from forces that do not represent 
its people. The attackers may have 
aimed to disrupt peace, but they have 

also injured the soul of a place known 
for its open doors and open hearts. 
This must not be allowed to become 
the new normal.

If Pakistan's long game was to 
destabilize Kashmir through proxy 
warfare, then it must now confront 
the fact that it has lost that game. The 
people of Kashmir have grown wiser, 
more resilient, and more vocal. In 
response to the Pahalgam massacre, 
what emerged was not fear or silence, 
but overwhelming condemnation 
from every corner of the Valley. 
Local traders called for a shutdown 
to express solidarity with the victims. 
Religious leaders, civil society mem-
bers, and ordinary citizens stood up, 
not just to mourn the dead, but to 
indirectly tell the terrorists: enough 
is enough. This is not our war. You 
are not our warriors. And this is not 
our way.

Such an outpouring of collective 
grief and moral clarity is unprece-
dented. It marks a decisive departure 
from a past when fear often silenced 
dissent against the gun. The bandh is 
not just a gesture — it is a collective 
referendum against terrorism. The 
Kashmiri people, through their spon-
taneous actions, have sent a strong 
message not just to the militants and 
their foreign handlers, but also to the 
Indian nation: we are not the prob-
lem; we are the victims, and now we 
are becoming part of the solution.

Yet this moment of awakening also 
brings with it a word of caution. While 
the calm in Kashmir today is promis-
ing, it is not absolute. Tourist influx 

is at a record high. Businesses are 
thriving. Schools are open. But the 
illusion of complete normalcy can be 
dangerous if it blinds us to the lurking 
threats. The enemy is not absent; it is 
only recalibrating. It is vital that we 
remain alert, adaptive, and aware. We 
must not be swayed by cosmetic calm 
or misled by short-term quiet. The 
attack in Pahalgam proves that while 
the nature of the threat may evolve, 
its intent remains unchanged.

In this moment of crisis, the cour-
age and compassion shown by ordi-
nary Kashmiris must be acknowl-
edged and applauded. It was local citi-
zens who rushed to help the victims, 
who provided first aid, arranged for 
transportation, and extended emo-
tional support before official respond-
ers arrived. Their actions speak of a 
deeper transformation within soci-
ety — a shift from silent suffering to 
active empathy. This is the Kashmir 
that deserves to be seen, heard, and 
celebrated.

Unfortunately, even as Kashmiris 
stood tall in the face of terror, certain 
voices within the national media and 
self-styled "experts" wasted no time 
in peddling outdated stereotypes 
and painting the entire Valley with a 
brush of suspicion. Their narrative — 
vague, recycled, and irresponsible — 
does nothing to support the national 
interest. Instead, it plays directly into 
the hands of Pakistan's propaganda 
machinery. By demonizing the very 
people who are now resisting terror 
with courage, these fringe voices 
weaken India’s moral high ground 
and damage the very fabric of nation-
al unity. It is time to call out and shut 
down these purveyors of prejudice. 
Let us not allow them to hijack the 
narrative. Let us ensure that facts, not 
fear, drive our discourse.

Pahalgam, whose name means 
“village of shepherds,” now stands as 
both a site of mourning and a symbol 
of moral awakening. The attack that 
aimed to silence Kashmir has, para-
doxically, amplified its voice. A voice 
that is calling not for revenge, but for 
justice. Not for more guns, but for 
lasting peace. Not for more slogans, 
but for real change.

Let the memory of the slain be hon-
ored not with mere tears, but with 
transformative action. Let this trag-
edy be not just a moment of grief, but 
a defining milestone in the journey 
towards reclaiming Kashmir’s soul. A 
journey in which the fragrance of its 
flowers and the warmth of its people 
once again become the identity of the 
Valley — not blood on its earth.

Kashmir is speaking, although 
shocked and stunned, it is speaking 
with clarity, with compassion, and 
with conviction. It is now upon all of 
us to listen — and to act.
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Preserving The Legacy: The Legal And Moral Battle To 
Save Walnut And Chinar Trees In Jammu & Kashmir

MOHD AMIN MIR
miramin354@gmail.com

Once upon a time, the land-
scapes of Jammu and Kash-
mir were defined by the 

graceful sway of chinar leaves in 
the breeze and the majestic silhou-
ette of walnut trees standing tall 
on hillsides and village borders. 
These trees were more than flora; 
they were symbols of culture, 
commerce, and continuity. Today, 
however, they face an existential 
threat, not from natural calamities 
or pests, but from human avarice, 
administrative confusion, and legal 
loopholes.

The question at the heart of the 
crisis is deceptively simple: Who 
has the authority to permit the 
cutting of walnut and chinar trees 
in Jammu & Kashmir? Can a Divi-
sional Forest Officer (DFO) legally 
prevent a Tehsildar from granting 
such permission? Or is this power 
misplaced in a bureaucratic tangle?

This article explores the intri-
cate interplay of law, history, 
current misuse, and the environ-
mental consequences of inaction, 
while also offering a roadmap for 
safeguarding these ecological and 
cultural treasures.
The Legal Terrain: Section 133 CrPC 
and Its Applicability

Section 133 of the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure (CrPC), 1973 empow-
ers Executive Magistrates, such as 
Tehsildars, to issue conditional 
orders for the removal of public 
nuisances. These could range from 
obstructed pathways to danger-
ously hanging structures, and in 
some disputed interpretations, 
even trees.

However, legal scholars and 
judgments have made it increas-
ingly clear that Section 133 cannot 
override special statutes where 
such statutes exist to deal with a 
specific subject matter — such as 
environmental conservation and 
forestry.

In this light, it becomes evident 
that Section 133 CrPC is not legally 
tenable as a tool to grant permis-

sion for felling specified trees 
like walnut and chinar, which are 
governed under a special law in 
Jammu and Kashmir.
The Preservation Law: J&K 
Preservation of Specified Trees Act, 
1969

Enacted with foresight, the 
Jammu and Kashmir Preserva-
tion of Specified Trees Act, 1969 
is the cornerstone legislation that 
regulates the felling of walnut and 
chinar trees. The law was framed 
to prevent indiscriminate cutting 
and ensure these heritage trees are 
preserved for posterity.
Key provisions include:

Section 2(d): Defines “specified 
trees,” which currently include 
walnut and chinar.

Section 3: Prohibits cutting 
down, uprooting, or damaging 
such trees without written permis-
sion.

Section 5: Empowers the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) as the compe-
tent authority to grant or deny such 
permission, after obtaining a tech-
nical opinion from the Divisional 
Forest Officer.

Hence, the law is unambigu-
ous — only the Deputy Commis-
sioner, after due consultation with 
the DFO, can permit the felling of 
walnut and chinar trees.
Role of the Divisional Forest Officer: 
Advisory, Not Directive

The DFO is a technical expert, 
not a licensing authority. Their 
role is to assess whether the tree 
in question is diseased, hazardous, 
or impeding essential infrastruc-
ture, and then submit a report to 
the Deputy Commissioner.

In a recent incident from Anant-
nag, a DFO issued a letter directing 
a Tehsildar not to entertain appli-
cations under Section 133 CrPC for 
the cutting of walnut trees. While 
this direction aligns with legal prin-
ciples, it lacks binding authority. 
The DFO can advise, but not com-
mand a magistrate unless empow-
ered by law or a court.

This subtle legal nuance is fre-
quently misunderstood, resulting 
in friction and jurisdictional over-

reach.
The Historical Context: Royal Edicts 
and Cultural Significance

The chinar tree (Platanus ori-
entalis) is perhaps the most iconic 
symbol of Kashmiri heritage. The 
Mughal emperor Jahangir was so 
enchanted by its beauty that he 
ordered the planting of chinar ave-
nues across Srinagar. Later, Maha-
raja Hari Singh prohibited their 
felling in 1922, recognising their 
symbolic and environmental value.

The walnut tree, prized for its 
high-quality timber and nutrient-
rich nuts, was similarly protected, 
given its economic value to Kash-
miri households. Craftsmen used 
their wood for carving, furniture, 
and houseboats — a tradition 
passed down through generations.

These royal and cultural protec-
tions laid the groundwork for the 
1969 Act, which formalised the 
protection.
Post-2019 Developments: Repeals 

and Retentions

After the abrogation of Article 
370 and the bifurcation of the state 
into two Union Territories, many 
state laws were repealed. However, 
the Preservation of Specified Trees 
Act, 1969, continues to operate in 
the UT of J&K, reaffirming its con-
tinued relevance.

Recent correspondence from the 
Office of the Deputy Commissioner 
Anantnag (Ref: DCA/Misc/2023-
24/595-7617 dated 11.03.2024) reit-
erates that no Executive Magistrate 
is permitted to allow felling under 
Section 133 CrPC for walnut or 
chinar trees, reinforcing that the 
DC is the sole authority under the 
special law.
Ground Reality: Widespread 
Violations and Local Complicity

Despite robust legal protections, 
specified trees are being felled at 
an alarming rate. Locals, often in 
connivance with contractors and 
certain officials, exploit ignorance, 

delays in permissions, or lack of 
coordination between depart-
ments.

Illegal felling is disguised as:
Road expansion projects
Hazards to electric lines
Crop interference
There are instances where trees 

are chopped at night, their stumps 
buried or burnt, and permissions 
backdated fraudulently. In rural 
hamlets, social influence often 
outweighs legal process.

Moreover, enforcement is weak. 
FIRs are rarely lodged. Penalties 
are lenient. And follow-up inspec-
tions by forest staff are infrequent.

Is the End Near? A Grim Forecast
If this trajectory continues 

unchecked, the once-proud 
walnut and chinar trees may soon 
be found only in textbooks and 
paintings. Their saplings are not 
being replanted with the urgency 
required. Their ecological role in 
preventing soil erosion and main-
taining microclimates is underes-
timated.

The question must now be asked 
with sincerity: Are we writing the 
obituary of these trees through 
legal neglect and moral apathy?

The Way Forward: Suggestions 
for Revival and Reform

To reverse this ecological and 
cultural decay, the government and 
civil society must act on multiple 
fronts:

Legislative Strengthening:
Amend the 1969 Act to include 

stricter penalties, real-time track-
ing of permissions, and mandatory 
replanting clauses.

Establish tree heritage zones 
where felling is entirely banned, 
akin to “no-construction” zones.

Digital Permission and Monitor-
ing System:

Introduce an online portal for 
tree felling applications, linked to 
GIS maps and DFO reports.

Mandate photographic and 
video documentation of trees 
before any decision is taken.

Empower the Forest Depart-
ment Technically, Not Administra-
tively:

Allow DFOs to recommend can-
cellation of illegal permissions.

Include forest officers in reve-
nue inspections when land records 
involve walnut or chinar trees.

Awareness and Community 
Engagement:

Launch village-level Tree 
Guardianship Programs, involving 
schools and panchayats.

Offer incentives for preserving 
old walnut and chinar trees on pri-
vate land.

Enforcement Mechanisms:
Create a Tree Protection Task 

Force within the Forest Depart-
ment with magisterial powers 
under the Forest Act.

Fast-track prosecutions for ille-
gal felling under environmental 
courts or Lok Adalats.

Celebrate Tree Heritage:
Organise annual Walnut and 

Chinar Festivals, tying together 
culture, ecology, and commerce.

Document and publish the 
oldest walnut and chinar trees, 
tagging them as “State Trees of 
Historical Significance.”

Conclusion: The Battle Is Legal, 
But the Cause Is Moral

The issue of who can allow or 
prevent the cutting of a walnut or 
chinar tree is not just a legal ques-
tion — it is a test of our commitment 
to ecological justice and cultural 
preservation. While the law clearly 
empowers the Deputy Commis-
sioner and not the Tehsildar or 
DFO independently, the current 
abuse of authority and negligence 
threaten to turn a living legacy into 
mere memory.

The Divisional Forest Officer has 
a duty to advise, not command. The 
Tehsildar must defer to the special 
legislation. The Deputy Commis-
sioner must act with integrity. But 
above all, the citizens must recog-
nise that once a chinar is gone, it 
cannot be replaced in our lifetime.

Unless we act now — not tomor-
row — we may find ourselves star-
ing at valleys without shadows, hill-
tops without crowns, and a culture 
stripped of its most iconic.

Books are tools for 
future construction 
VIJAY GARG 

In today's digital era, when social media, mobile apps and 
sources of quick information are spread around us, at such 
times it has become more essential than ever to rediscover 
the relevance of books and their importance. The 'World 
Book and Copyright Day', celebrated on April 23, reminds 
the importance of books only, but the day also constrain us 
to think why books should remain inseparable part of our 
lives. The world of books is such a wonderful world, which 
not only gives knowledge, but also gives new light to emo-
tions, thoughts and fantasies. This Day, launched by UNESCO 
in 1995, reflects global commitment towards the preserva-
tion of books and their propagation by bringing writers, 
publishers and readers to a common platform. Indeed, the 
day marks the death anniversary of the worldfamous literary 
writer William Shakespeare, Miguel De all-round and Spanish 
writer Inka Garcilaso De La Vega. The day is associated with 
the idea that books are part of the world cultural heritage by 
not being confined to a country or language. Today, when 
there is a full of sources of information, the culture of read-
ing the book is becoming increasingly eroded. From children 
to youth and adults, everyone has joined digital devices so 
much that giving books time is now starting to be a 'old habit'. 
World Book Day aims to increase the attachment to books in 
people, give global respect to writers and publishers, spread 
awareness on sensitive topics like copyright, and make the 
habit of reading a part of life. It is well-known that reading 
is not only the medium of knowledge, but it is also helpful 
to focus, increase the ability to think, develop imagination, 
and reinforce emotional intelligence. When we turn the 
pages of a book, our brain enters the imaginations of the 
author, joins the characters and attempts to understand a 
narrative deeply. This process develops the brain's capabili-
ties, which cannot be by taking mechanically information 
only. It has been evident from various neuro-psychological 
researches in the subject that the memory-strength, cognitive 
skills and language efficiency of children regularly reading 
the book is far better than those children who spend most 
of the time on the screen. The biggest concern regarding 
the falling graph of book culture in India is that the reading 
habit of the country's majority youth population is declining 
rapidly. Studies show that on average an Indian reads only 
two or three books per year. This number is significantly 
lower than developed countries. However, institutions like 
the National Book Trust in India and the Union Ministry of 
Education regularly organize book fairs. 

Theatrical enmity of politics and real stupidity of the public

DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

The stage of politics is never 
straight. What is visible in front 
is often only a glimpse of the 

truth hidden behind the curtain. A 
scene in which leaders are seen fight-
ing, dying, and quarreling for the 
public on the stage, and at the end of 
the same scene, they hug each other 
behind the curtain and laugh while 
sipping tea.

Have you ever wondered? That 
people who call each other 'anti-
national' and 'traitor' in TV debates 
drink coffee together after the break? 
Or that leaders who call each other's 
parties 'enemies of the people' also go 
to each other's houses for dinner as 
soon as the Parliament session ends?

So who is the real fool? The 
leader who fights a battle for show, 
or we, who take that battle to heart 
and harbor hatred against our own 
people?

Acting of enmity, truth of friend-
ship

In politics, enmity is an art, and 
friendship is a necessity. Despite the 
sharp tone on TV and poisonous 
arrows on Twitter, one truth remains: 
the real purpose of all this is to cheat 
the public emotionally. Votes are 
obtained in elections on the basis of 
'emotion,' not logic. And when the 
public gets excited in the name of 
religion, caste, sect, and patriotism, 
only then are the leaders' moves set.

Be it Kiran Choudhary and Shashi 
Tharoor or Modi and Mamata, Kejriw-
al and Rahul—all of them live comfort-
ably in their personal lives by engag-
ing the emotions of their respective 
sections of the public.

The public: a resource for the 
leader, an enemy for himself

We are not ashamed to think that 
we fight with our neighbor for a 
leader. We break friendships before 
casting our vote, block each other 
on WhatsApp, families break up, and 
there are conflicts in marriages.

Why? Because we feel that 'our 
leader' is saving the country, and 
'your leader' is selling the country.

The limits of this madness are 
crossed when you see that the lead-
ers whom you considered as arch 
enemies are getting photographed 
together at each other's sons and 
daughters' weddings.

History is witness: The politics of 
friendship is nothing new.

Not only today, but in the political 
history of India, there are thousands 
of such examples where leaders with 
opposing ideologies have been close 
friends of each other outside the Par-
liament.

Pandit Nehru and Shyama Prasad 
Mukherjee were staunch critics of 
each other but never crossed the line 
of personal respect.

Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Sonia 
Gandhi used to make sharp com-
ments against each other in Parlia-
ment, but cordiality was maintained 
at a personal level.

Today this decorum has ended, but 
the relations between leaders are still 
cordial—just by keeping the public in 
confusion.

The game of religion and caste: the 
cheapest weapon of politics

The politics of our country runs on 
the trigger of religion and caste. Hin-
du-Muslim, Dalit-Thakur, Brahmin-
backward—a new division is raised in 

every election.
And us? We pounce on this trap. As 

soon as a leader says, “Hindus are in 
danger,” “Muslims have increased,” or 
“Ram has been insulted, we take out 
our swords, start tweeting, and forget 
decorum in debates.

While the leaders know that these 
issues are only meant to engage the 
public, the real game is being played 
elsewhere—private deals, government 
tenders, transfer postings, and the 
seat of power.

Media: Factory adding fuel to the 
fire

The media adds fuel to the fire lit 
by politicians. Debates on news chan-
nels are scripted. Every night there is 
a fixed agenda, a fixed enemy, and a 
fixed standard of “nationalism.”

The anchor shouts, “Are you a 
patriot or a traitor?”

The public gets divided: “I am a 
Hindu with Modi; you are a Muslim 
with Rahul.”

And in this debate we trans-
form from humans into machines—
machines for spreading hatred.

Social media: Arena of blind follow-
ers and liberal politics

Social media has made the 
common man a 'digital warrior.' Now 
everyone attacks others on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram, carrying the 
flag of one ideology.

Anyone who is a supporter of 
BJP attributes every question to the 
'Tukde-Tukde Gang.'

Those who are in the opposition 
consider every government decision 
an example of 'dictatorship.'

In this fight, logic has died, and only 
emotional blind devotion remains.

Why silence on the real issues?
Even today, crores of people in the 

country are deprived of clean water, 
quality education, employment, and 
health facilities.

But no leader speaks on these 
issues because these issues do not 

arouse emotions and do not get votes.
The hunger of the poor, the sui-

cide of the farmer, the helplessness 
of the unemployed, the suicide of the 
student—politics is silent on all these.

We are also silent because we pay 
attention to the “trending” issue that 
our leaders and media serve.

Are we really democratic?
Democracy is not just about voting. 

It is about thinking, asking questions, 
and respecting dissent. But today, as 
soon as someone raises questions 
against the government or leader, he 
is labeled a “traitor.”

Criticizing leaders has now become 
'anti-national.' Is this democracy? Or 
an emotional dictatorship?

What to do now? What is the solu-
tion?

1. Understand politics as politics; 
do not make it a symbol of religion 
or caste.

2. Get out of the agenda of media 
and leaders, think for yourself, read, 
and question.

3. Maintain dialogue—Don't let 
political differences interfere with 
personal relationships.

4. Opposition is necessary in 
democracy—give it space, don't abuse 
it.

5. Don’t make yourself a pawn in 
the show-off battles of politicians.

Finally, a simple question: Are you 
a real leader or a slave?

Before every election, think about 
who you are voting for—the leader 
who makes you fight on the streets, in 
mosques and temples, or the leader 
who talks about hospitals, schools, 
water, and employment?

If you are also living with the same 
anger, the same hatred that the lead-
ers sowed, then sorry—you are not 
free. You are a spectator of a show 
where the leaders are the heroes and 
you are the joker.

Poet, freelance journalist and 
columnist, radio and TV panelist
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR  KREERI
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

 PUBLIC NOTICE
The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Offi  cer WAGOORA 
)/ chokedar  has submitted case file pertaining 
to Birth of  AMAN IRSHAD  S/O IRSHAD AHMAD MARAZI     R/O 
KREERI  Tehsil KREERI   Distt. Baramulla having verifi ed the date of  
Birth  as  14/06 /2012  and  event has been shown to be occured  at  
SDH KREERI for issuance of delay order .In this  connection .
 if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of Birth  
certifi cate shall present his/her claim this offi  ce within 07 days, after 
that no objection shall be entertained     
        Executive  Magistrate

1st Class KREERI

Ramban: Restoration, relief efforts stepped up in flood-affected areas   

DC inspects ongoing renovation works, Traffic regulation measures on NH-44
  HT News Network

RAMBAN, APRIL 25: The Dis-
trict Administration Ramban, 
under the leadership of Deputy 
Commissioner Ramban, Baseer-
Ul-Haq Chaudhary, has stepped 
up restoration works and relief 
measures in all flash flood 
affected areas. The administra-
tion is prioritizing the provision 
of essential supplies and the 
restoration of link roads to 
ensure the swift recovery of the 
region.
The DC, along with SSP Traffic 
Raja Adil Hamid, monitored 
traffic regulations at critical 
points on NH-44, particularly 
at vulnerable spots along the 
Ramban to Banihal stretch. The 

effort aims to ensure safe and 
smooth journey for commuters. 
The Deputy Commissioner also 
inspected the ongoing restora-
tion work on NH-44 and urged 
drivers to maintain lane disci-
pline, thus preventing traffic 
jams and ensuring a smooth 
flow of vehicles.
Additionally, the Deputy Com-
missioner took stock of the 
restoration work of link road 
Maroge-Balihot and issued 
necessary directions to con-
cerned departments to expe-
dite the restoration of all link 
roads and essential services.
To support the workforce 
involved in restoration efforts, 
meals are being served to labor-
ers at the free langar established 

by the District Administration 
under the guidance of DC Ram-
ban. ACR and AD FCS&CA are 
actively monitoring these 
arrangements to ensure the 
smooth operation of the ser-
vices.

In flood-affected areas, fumiga-
tion and smoke drives are being 
conducted to prevent the 
spread of diseases and ensure 
safety of public health. Assess-
ment teams, along with field 
staff and Lambardar concerned, 

have visited the affected areas 
to assess the damages and 
losses, providing a comprehen-
sive overview of the situation.
In a positive development, chil-
dren are back at the Angan-
wadi Centres and students have 

resumed their classes in the 
affected areas, marking the 
restoration of normalcy in edu-
cational activities.
Coordinated efforts by all 
departments are ongoing to 
ensure the safety and rehabili-
tation of affected families, with 
a focus on providing them with 
the support they need in these 
challenging times. Addition-
ally, the Deputy Commissioner 
took stock of the restoration 
work of link road Maroge-Bali-
hot and issued necessary direc-
tions to concerned departments 
to expedite the restoration of 
all link roads and essential ser-
vices.To support the workforce 
involved in restoration efforts, 
meals are being served to labor-

ers at the free langar established 
by the District Administration 
under the guidance of DC Ram-
ban. ACR and AD FCS&CA are 
actively monitoring these 
arrangements to ensure the 
smooth operation of the ser-
vices.In flood-affected areas, 
fumigation and smoke drives 
are being conducted to prevent 
the spread of diseases and 
ensure safety of public health. 
Assessment teams, along with 
field staff and Lambardar con-
cerned, have visited the affect-
ed areas to assess the damages 
and losses, providing a compre-
hensive overview of the situa-
tion.In a positive development, 
children are back at the Angan-
wadi Centres and students.

ACS chairs SCERT’s workshop 
held under Oasis Jyotirdhar Initiative

  HT News Network

JAMMU APRIL 25: In a sig-
nificant stride towards 
educational rejuvenation, 
the State Council of Edu-
cational Research and 
Training (SCERT), Divi-
sional Office, Jammu, 
hosted a workshop and 
training under OASIS 
JYOTIRDHAR Movement 
phase-3, for the Heads of 
Institutions in Partnership 
with Department of School 
Education and SCERT 
Jammu and Kashmir.
The event was chaired by 
Additional Chief Secretary 
(ACS), Education, Shant-
manu.
The ACS, on the occasion, 
inaugurated an exhibition 
showcasing a diverse array 
of curriculum enrichment 
tools including academic 
documents, books and 
educational aids devel-
oped by SCERT Jammu 
Division. It served as a 

visual narrative of the 
institution’s academic 
journey.
In his address, the ACS 
applauded the vision of the 
proactive endeavours of 
SCERT in advancing edu-
cational innovation and 
excellence. He encouraged 
all stakeholders to remain 
cognizant of evolving 
pedagogies and adapt to 
the dynamic educational 
landscape through con-
tinuous reflection and 
innovation.
Dr. Sindhu Kapoor, Joint 
Director, SCERT, highlight-
ed the vision behind the 

Oasis Jyotirdhar Initiative. 
She underscored the 
importance of collabora-
tive learning, innovation 
in teaching practices and 
development of an inclu-
sive academic resource to 
ensure quality education 
for all.
The event witnessed the 
release of two strategic 
blueprints; The Syllabus 
cum Academic Planner 
2025-26 and the BaLA 
(Building as Learning Aid) 
Vision Document, both 
poised to strengthen ped-
agogical practices and 
infrastructure-based 

learning in schools. The 
Academic Planner was 
meticulously developed 
through collaborative 
efforts of members of 
Assessment Cell including 
Ranjeet Singh Manhas 
(Head, Assessment Cell 
SCERTJ&K), Rakesh Chob-
ber (Head, Assessment 
Cell, SCERT Jammu Divi-
sion), Dr. Nazneen Mehraj 
and Dr. Saima Qadir from 
SCERT Kashmir Division. 
Besides, Manisha Chun and 
Parshotam Singh, Aca-
demic Officers, SCERT 
Jammu Division contrib-
uted significantly towards 
development of the vision 
document “BaLA”.
An incisive overview of 
the workshop was pre-
sented by Tina Vasudeva, 
Chief Coordinator Oasis 
Movement, who eluci-
dated the key themes, 
participatory engagement 
and expected outcomes of 
the program.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR  KREERI
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

 PUBLIC NOTICE
The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Offi  cer WAGOORA 
)/ chokedar  has submitted case file pertaining 
to Birth of  RAYYAN HAMID MALIK     S/O ABDUL HAMID  MALIK    
R/O HARNOW KAWACHAK    Tehsil TANGMARG    Distt. Baramulla 
having verifi ed the date of  Birth  as  24/08/2016 and  event has been 
shown to be occured  at SDH  KREERI for issuance of delay order .In 
this  connection . if anyone have any objection to the issuance of 
delay order of Birth  certifi cate shall present his/her claim this offi  ce 
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained     
             
   Executive  Magistrate

1st Class KREERI

It is being noti� ed  that my name on my bank 
account number 01220401000008734 branch 
pahalgam has been wrongly mentioned as    Mohd 
Lateef Wagay . my actual name as per Aadhar is  
Lateef  Ahmad Wagay C/o Ghulam Mohammad  
Wagay  R/o Seer Hamdan   ANANTNAG JAMMU AND 
KASHMIRIf anyone have queries please contact the 
branch o�  ceOr call 6085136097

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is being noti� ed  that my name on my bank 
account number  0122040150000240 branch 
pahalgam has been wrongly mentioned as    
Nusrat Jam . my actual name as per Aadhar is  
Nusrat Akhter Assadullah Raina Lari Pora 
Pahalgam   ANANTNAG JAMMU AND KASHMIR
If anyone have queries please contact branch 
o�  ce.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby noti� ed that i have lost my 10th Class 
DOB certi� cate , Roll No 5217448, Reg No 
N16480300019 BI-ANNUAL/ 2018,now i have 
applied for the duplicate certi� cate. If anybody 
having any objection in this regard he/she may 
� le his/her objection at Education BOARD OFFICE 
BEMINA SRINAGAR within a period of 07 days 
after that no objection will be accepted. 

Name: AAMIR ISHAQ LONE ,DOB ,01/01/2003
S/O MOHAMMAD ISHAQ LONE 

R/O: MAGAM TEHSIL HANDWARA DIST 
KUPWARA

PUBLIC NOTICE

Police Organizes Awareness 
Programmes on New Criminal 
Laws in Budgam

  HT News Network

Budgam, April 25: Police in Budgam under the supervi-
sion of SSP Budgam, Shri Nikhil Borkar-IPS organized 
awareness programmes at Waterhail, Khansahib and 
Chadoora to educate the general public of the concerned 
areas about the new criminal laws (BNS, BNSS & BSA).
The main event was chaired by SDPO Khansahib Shri 
Mohammad Anzar Shah-JKPS at Police Post Waterhail. 
The programme was attended by respectable citizens, 
community representatives, members of Traders fed-
erations, Awqaf committee members besides Police 
officials of the units were also present on the occasion. 
Also, awareness programme was organised at Khansa-
hib wherein SI Aijaz Ahmad and SI Vissaht Kachroo 
familiarized general public about enactment of NCLs, 
ensuring awareness and compliance with the updated 
legal framework.Similarly, at Chadoora the event was 
chaired by PSI Suhail Ahmad at Govt Girls Higher Sec-
ondary School Chadoora. The programme was attended 
by teaching staff and students of the institution.
Police officers on these occasions explained key aspects 
of New Criminal Laws, highlighting the replacement of 
IPC, CrPC and Evidence Act with new criminal laws. The 
participants also got familiarized that new criminal laws 
are victim centric and aim to ensure speedy Justice for 
victims and swift punishment for offenders. They also 
shed light on the provision for registering Zero FIRs and 
e-FIRs. The new laws also incorporate modern investiga-
tion techniques, utilizing technology to enhance the 
justice system.Participants actively engaged in discus-
sions, asking questions, and seeking clarifications on 
the new legal provisions.

IUST Alumni Excel in JKSSB 
Food Safety Officer 
Examination

  HT News Network
 
Awantipora, April 25: The Islamic University of Science 
and Technology (IUST) is proud to announce the remark-
able performance of its alumni from the Department of 
Food Technology in the recently held written examina-
tion for the post of Food Safety Officer, conducted by the 
Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB).
Leading the merit list are four distinguished IUST grad-
uates - Nadira Anjum, Farheena Iftikhar, Amir Gull, and 
Jasia Nissar, who have secured top ranks in this com-
petitive examination. In addition to these top perform-
ers, several other alumni of the department also secured 
places among the top 10 candidates.
This achievement reflects the university’s commitment 
to academic excellence and its emphasis on equipping 
students with the skills and knowledge necessary for 
impactful careers in public service. The Department of 
Food Technology congratulates the successful candidates 
and extends best wishes for their future endeavours.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR  KREERI
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

 PUBLIC NOTICE
The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Offi  cer WAGOORA 
)/ chokedar  has submitted case file pertaining 
to Birth of  AAYAN NAZIR MALIK    S/O NAZIR AHMAD MALIK    R/O 
HARNOW KAWACHAK    Tehsil TANGMARG    Distt. Baramulla having 
verifi ed the date of  Birth  as  24/09/2015 and  event has been shown 
to be occured  at SDH  KREERI for issuance of delay order .In this  
connection . if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay 
order of Birth  certifi cate shall present his/her claim this offi  ce within 
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained     
        Executive  Magistrate

1st Class KREERI

I, Qurat un Nissa D/o Showkat Ah Wani R/o 
Khrew Pampore, hereby declare that my name is 
misspelled as "Qurat ul Nisa" in my birth certi� -
cate. I intend to correct the spelling to "Qurat un 
Nissa", which is my actual name. I request all 
concerned authorities to recognize the correc-
tion. My original name "Qurat un Nissa" re� ects 
my true identity.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Government Of Jammu & Kashmir

Office Of The Executive Engineer,
Mechanical Irrigation Construction Division, Srinagar.

Gist of Notice Inviting e-Tender
e-NIT No. MICD/8, MICD/9 and MICD/10 of 2025-26 all dated: 24-04-2025.

For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of UT of Jammu and Kashmir e-tenders are invited in two cover from the
reputed, registered and experienced Electrical SSI unit holders/contractors/fabricators/firms having relevant experience
of similar nature of work The bidding process shall be completed online in two covers viz. Cover ‘1st’ –Tender fee and
Earnest Money details, Deposit, fulfillment of prequalification criteria, technical specifications and acceptance to terms
and conditions of the tender. Cover ‘2nd’ - Financial Bid in the prescribed BOQ.

e NIT No. Name/
Particulars of the work

Name of
Division Quantity.

Cost of
document/
tender fee
(In Rs.)

Earnest
money
(In Rs.)

Validity
of

Rates

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

MICD/8 of
2025-26 Dated:

24/04/25.

Fabrication/Providing/fitting of
stainless-steel Head shafts (SS

410 Grade) and thrust
bearings with allied works for
Unit No1st and Unit No 2nd at

LIS Tral Stage 2nd Mechanical
Irrigation
Construction
Division,
Srinagar

As per
requirement Rs 500/= Rs. 8000/- 90 days

MICD/9 of
2025-26 Dated:

24/04/25.

Servicing/Repairs to 525 KW,
6.6 KV HT Vertical Slip Ring

Motor (Unit-II) at Lift Irrigation
Scheme Rafiabad

As per
requirement Rs 200/= Rs. 3200/- 90 days

MICD/10 of
2025-26 Dated:

24/04/25.

Assessment of damages, if any,
to 525 KW, 6.6 KV HT Vertical
Slip Ring Motor (Unit-VI) at Lift
Irrigation Scheme Rafiabad

As per
requirement Rs 100/= Rs. 300/- 90 days

Position of funds: Demanded under ARD.AAA : Under process. Key/critical Dates:
Date of Hosting in Website/ Publish date 24/04/2025 (1600Hrs)

Document download/sale start date 24/04/2025 (1600 Hrs).

Bid submission start date 24/04/2025.
(1600Hrs) Bid submission end date 01/05/2025

(1500 Hrs)
Bid opening date 02/05/2025 (1400 Hrs)

declaration Form/Cost of tender document in the form of as detailed above, pledged to the Executive Engineer MICD
Srinagar In absence of Bid declaration form, the Tenders shall be rejected out rightly.
Other details can be seen in the bidding documents from the website http://jktenders.gov.in.
Any information regarding the tenders can be had from this office on all working days.

DIPK-801/25 Sd
Date: Apr 25 2025 Executive Engineer,Mech. Irri. Const. Division,

Srinagar.

Academic and Research Audit Conducted at the SHSS IUST
  HT News Network

Awantipora, April 25: The 
Academic and Research 
Audit of the School of 
Humanities and Social Sci-
ences (SHSS) was con-
ducted today at the Islam-
ic University of Science and 
Technology (IUST). The 
audit aimed to evaluate 
the academic perfor-
mance, research output, 
and strategic direction of 

the six departments func-
tioning under SHSS.
The departments who 
were audited included 
Department of English 
Language and Literature, 
Department of Journalism 
and Mass Communication, 
Department of Economics, 
Department of Political 
Science, Department of 
International Relations, 
and Department of Islam-
ic Studies. Each depart-

ment presented a compre-
hensive report outlining 
its academic activities, 
research initiatives, out-
reach engagements, and 
future plans. The compre-
hensive review was under-
taken by a committee 
comprising Dean Out-
reach; Dean, School of 
Humanities and Social 
Sciences; Director, Direc-
torate of Internal Quality 
Assurance (DIQA); and 

Prof. Aejaz Mohammad 
Sheikh, Dean, School of 
Arts, Language and Lin-
guistics, University of 
Kashmir, who participated 
as the external expert and 
nominee of the Vice Chan-
cellor.The committee com-
mended the School for its 
progress in advancing 
interdisciplinary research, 
curriculum development, 
and its commitment to 
community engagement.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR  KREERI
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

 PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development 
Offi  cer WAGOORA )/ chokedar  has submitted case 
fi le pertainingto Birth of  AMAAN ZAHID & AQSA 
ZAHID     S/O ZAHID HUSSAIN DEADER   R/O BANDI 
BALA     Tehsil KREERI   Distt. Baramulla having verifi ed 
the date of  Birth  as  10/12/2016 & 23/01/2018 and  
event has been shown to be occured  at HOME  for 
issuance of delay order .In this  connection .
 if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay 
order of Birth  certifi cate shall present his/her claim 
this offi  ce within 07 days, after that no objection shall 
be entertained     
             
   Executive  Magistrate

1st Class KREERI



5Srinagar,SATURDAY
26-APRIL-2025

15TH
YEAR OF 

PUBLICATION HT - NEWS 07
Jammu AIIMS operationalizes Centre for Advanced 
Genomics, Precision Medicine for oncology patients

  HT News Network

Jammu, Apr 25 (UNI) To mark a new 
era in affordable, precision-driven 
cancer care for patients across India, 
the All-India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) Jammu on Friday 
announced the initiation of labora-
tory operations at the newly inau-
gurated state-of-the-art “Centre for 
Advanced Genomics and Precision 
Medicine”.As per the official com-
muniqué, the Centre was inaugu-
rated by Executive Director and CEO, 
AIIMS Jammu Prof. (Dr.) Shakti Kumar 

Gupta along with Dean Research and 
Medical Superintendent Lt Gen Dr 
Sunil Kant, Dean (Academics) Prof 
Dr Meeta Gupta; Associate Dean 
(Research) Prof Dr. Shabab L Angu-
rana, Registrar Shailender Slathia; 
Dr Poonam Sharma, Head, Depart-
ment of Pathology; and Dr Sudarshan, 
Vice President - Global Operations 
at 4baseCare.The Centre, established 
in collaboration with 4baseCare, is 
equipped with cutting-edge Next 
Generation Sequencing (NGS) tech-
nology, read the handout.It further 
said that the facility enables com-
prehensive genomic profiling for 

cancer patients, allowing clinicians 
to design highly targeted, individu-

alized treatment plans, adding, “by 
integrating genomic data with AI-

driven diagnostics, the Centre aims 
to enhance early disease detection, 
optimize therapy selection, and 
minimize ineffective treatments, 
thereby improving patient outcomes 
and quality of life.”“At AIIMS Jammu, 
the same high-quality NGS tests will 
now be available at very affordable 
prices making precision oncology 
accessible to a much broader segment 
of the population. This initiative is a 
significant step towards democratiz-
ing access to world-class cancer 
diagnostics and treatment in India,” 
it read.Executive Director and CEO, 
AIIMS Jammu, Prof. (Dr.) Shakti 

Kumar Gupta, stated, “For every 
patient we treat, we are treating a 
mother, a father, a sister, or a broth-
er. This partnership is our promise 
to every family who walks through 
our doors that we will do everything 
in our power to bring them the care 
they deserve.”With the launch of this 
Centre, AIIMS Jammu cements its 
position as a frontrunner in India’s 
medical research landscape, he said 
and added, “the facility is poised to 
play a pivotal role in advancing pre-
cision oncology, rare disease diag-
nostics, reproductive medicine, and 
public health genomics.

DC Ganderbal reviews 
functioning of Revenue Department
  HT News Network

 GANDERBAL, APRIL 25: In a bid to 
strengthen the efficiency and trans-
parency of the Revenue Department, 
Deputy Commissioner Ganderbal, 
Jatin Kishore, today chaired a com-
prehensive review meeting at the 
Conference Hall of Mini Secretariat, 
Ganderbal.
During the meeting, the Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue (ACR) Gan-
derbal gave a detailed presentation 
highlighting key aspects and current 
status of the department’s function-
ing. The discussion covered various 
critical areas including the progress 
under the Digital India Land Records 
Modernization Programme (DIL-
RMP), land acquisition cases for 
developmental projects, issuance of 
land passbooks, disposal of griev-
ances on JK SAMADHAN, and pend-
ing mutations, including those 
related to defense land.
The DC underscored the importance 
of timely and efficient service deliv-
ery, calling on all concerned officers 
to expedite the resolution of pending 

cases to bolster public trust and 
transparency in the system.
Reviewing the status of online griev-
ance redressal and service delivery, 
the DC directed all Tehsildars to per-
sonally monitor the relevant online 
portals and ensure prompt and high-
quality disposal of grievances. He 
further instructed that there should 
be zero pendency in online services 
so that applicants do not face unnec-
essary delays.

Interacting with the officers, the DC 
emphasized the need to address 
public concerns effectively and 
ensure seamless service delivery 
across the district.
The meeting was attended by Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner Gan-
derbal, Syed Fahim Bihaqi; Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue, SDM Kan-
gan; Tehsildars, Naib Tehsildars, 
Pathwaris, and other concerned 
officials.

JKEDI starts 6-day 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Program at ITI Ganderbal

  HT News Network

Ganderbal, April 25: Jammu and Kashmir Entrepreneur-
ship Development Institute (JKEDI) District Centre, 
Ganderbal on Thursday started a six-day Entrepreneur-
ship Development Program  (EDP) under the Skills 
Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood 
Promotion (SANKALP) initiative of the Ministry of Skill 
Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE).
The EDP is designed to equip aspiring entrepreneurs 
with the skills and knowledge required to establish and 
manage their business ventures successfully.
 It seeks to nurture entrepreneurial talent and encourage 
innovation, particularly among rural youth.
The inaugural session was attended by the Principal ITI, 
Mubashir Hafiz Jan, who emphasized the critical role of 
skill development and entrepreneurship in driving eco-
nomic progress.
He commended JKEDI’s efforts in nurturing entrepre-
neurial talent and urged participants to fully engage in 
the program to transform their ideas into sustainable 
businesses.
District Nodal Officer, JKEDI Ganderbal highlighted that 
the EDP is tailored to address regional entrepreneurial 
challenges.
The program included interactive workshops, practical 
case studies, and expert-led sessions to deliver actionable 
learning outcomes.

Martial arts inter-School 
competitions held at 
Baramulla

  HT News Network

Baramulla, April 25: Continuing its mission to nurture 
young talent and promote physical fitness among school-
going children, the Department of Youth Services and 
Sports Baramulla,  successfully conducted a series of 
inter-school zonal level sports events across multiple 
zones of the district.In Zone Baramulla, the Under-14 
and Under-17 Boys and Girls Wushu and Taekwondo 
Championships were held at the Kashmir Combative 
Academy. The event witnessed overwhelming participa-
tion from over 24 government and private institutions, 
with more than 300 students demonstrating excep-
tional skill, discipline, and sportsmanship across various 
weight categories.Zone Wagoora organized its zonal 
level Wushu and Taekwondo competitions for the 
Under-14 and Under-17 boys at HSS Kreeri, where 53 
students from different schools displayed commendable 
performances in their respective bouts.

DIC Shopian organizes 
awareness prog under RAMP

  HT News Network

Shopian, April, 25: The District 
Industries Centre (DIC) Shopian, 
under the  Raising and Accelerat-
ing MSME Performance (RAMP)  
initiative, organized an aware-
ness-cum-outreach programme 
at ITI, Shopian today.
The event witnessed the par-
ticipation of senior officers, 
including General Manager, DIC 
Shopian, Lead District Manager 
Shopian, Block Development 
Officer, Shopian, District Nodal 
Officer, EDI Shopian, Superinten-
dent, ITI Shopian along with rep-
resentatives from the Depart-
ments of Handicrafts, Banks, and 
officials from DIC Shopian were 
also present.
More than 150 beneficiaries from 
various sectors, including Hand-

icrafts, Handloom, NRLM, EDI 
trainees, ITI trainees/Passouts 
and MSME entreprenuers active-
ly participated in the programme.
During the inaugural session, 
participants were sensitized 
about the significance of Udyam 
Registration and its role in 
empowering businesses and 
industrial establishments.
Emphasis was laid on how col-
laboration with government 
initiatives and flagship schemes 
can help enterprises grow and 
succeed. A detailed PowerPoint 

presentation was delivered, out-
lining the udyam registration 
process, associated benefits, and 
available support systems.
On the occasion, the General 
Manager DIC Shopian, Lead Bank 
Manager Shopian, Functional 
Manager DIC Shopian, District 
Nodal Officer EDI Shopian and 
Industrial promotion officer DIC 
Shopian also addressed the gath-
ering, highlighting the impor-
tance of Udyam Registration. 
They interacted with partici-
pants, discussed various entre-
preneurship opportunities, and 
encouraged them to leverage 
government schemes to scale 
their ventures.The programme 
concluded with an interactive 
session, during which partici-
pant's queries were addressed, 
reinforcing DIC Shopian’s.

Chinar Yuva Centre Baramulla bags  award for 
Sustainable Innovation at CASCA 2025

  HT News Network

Baramulla, April 25: In a moment of pride 
for the district  Baramulla, the Chinar 
Yuva Centre Baramulla has been hon-
oured with the prestigious award in the 
"Sustainable Product Innovation" cate-
gory at the CASCA 2025 (Climate Action 
and Sustainability Conference and 
Awards) held at Dr Ambedkar Interna-
tional Centre, New Delhi.
Chinar Yuva Centre is a public outreach 
initiative by Northern Command and 
Chinar Corps of the Indian Army for 
Kashmir Valley to help youth to be part 
of the main stream development.
Presented by the M3M Foundation and 
organised by the CSRUniverse, CASCA 
2025 is one of India’s leading platforms 
celebrating exemplary efforts in sustain-

ability and climate action. The event 
brought together global leaders, policy-
makers, environmental experts, and 

innovators committed to fostering a 
greener and more sustainable future.
The Chinar Yuva Centre’s recognition 

stems from its groundbreaking work in  
youth led innovations in climate con-
science, circular product design and 
eco-friendly practices that significantly 
reduce environmental impact.
Speaking on the achievement, the Dep-
uty Commissioner Baramulla, Minga 
Sherpa, congratulated the team and said, 
“This award is a testament of the youth 
of Baramulla and their commitment to 
sustainability. It also reflects our district’s 
growing role in contributing to India’s 
climate action goals.”Speaking on the 
achievement, the Deputy Commission-
er Baramulla, Minga Sherpa, congratu-
lated the team and said, “This award is 
a testament of the youth of Baramulla 
and their commitment to sustainability. 
It also reflects our district’s growing role 
in contributing to India’s climate action 
goals.”

GDC Anantnag organized 
solidarity march

  HT News Network

Srinagar, April 25:  The Government Degree College (GDC), 
Anantnag, on Thursday organized a solidarity and condolence 
march to mourn the tragic loss of more than 26 innocent lives 
in the recent Pahalgam terrorist attack.
The march was led by the Principal  Prof. (Dr.) Mushtaq Ahmad 
Malik in which teaching, non-teaching staff and students,  came 
together to express their grief and condemned the heinous and 
barbaric act.The college administration expressed their solidar-
ity with the families of the victims. The college staff expressed 
their deep regret on the loss of innocent lives and expressed 
solidarity with the deceased families to bear the irreparable 
loss of their loved ones.
While offering heartfelt sympathies and condolence, the staff 
members prayed for the peace to the departed souls and patience 
for their near and dear ones and recovery of the persons injured 
during the incident.The smooth conduct of march was facili-
tated by J&K Police Anantnag. of Director Tourism Kashmir, 
Raja Yaqoob Farooq. While offering heartfelt sympathies and 
condolence, the staff members prayed for the peace to the 
departed souls and patience for their near and dear ones and 
recovery of the persons injured during the incident.The smooth 
conduct of march was facilitated by J&K Police Anantnag. of 
Director Tourism Kashmir, Raja Yaqoob Farooq.

DC Bandipora reviews Departmental 
Proposals for Capex Budget 2025-2

  HT News Network
Bandipora, April 25: The Deputy 
Commissioner Bandipora,  Manzoor 
Ahmad Qadri, on Friday chaired a  
meeting at the Mini Secretariat Ban-
dipora to discuss the formulation of 
the District Capex Budget Action Plan 
for the financial year 2025-26.
The meeting discussed threadbare 
department-wise action plans pro-
posed under the District Capex Bud-
get.
District  officers of various  depart-
ments presented their proposed 
works, outlining developmental pri-
orities and project requirements.
While addressing the meeting, the 
Deputy Commissioner M.A.Qadri 
directed all departments to accord 
top priority to ongoing works under 
the Capex plan to ensure their time-
ly completion and continued prog-
ress.
He stressed the need for tangible 
asset creation that can have a lasting 
developmental impact at the grass-
roots level.
Deputy Commissioner instructed 

the concerned officers to ensure that 
all proposed works are free from any 
land disputes thereby facilitating 
smooth and timely execution.
He emphasized  coordinated 
approach among departments and 
called for early submission of the 
finalized Action Plan to be incorpo-
rated in the District Capex Budget 
2025-26.

Among others the meeting was 
attended by District Programme 
Officer ICDS, Yaar Ali Khan, Divi-
sional Forest Officer Bandipora Was-
eem Farooq Mir, Joint Director Plan-
ning Mohammad Maqbool Lone,  
Executive Engineers of R&B, Jal 
Shakti, PDD, District officers of vari-
ous Departments  and other con-
cerned.
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JMC Commissioner lays foundation of public toilet complex
Says efforts afoot to make Jammu ODF

  HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL 25: In line with its 
mission to make Jammu an Open Def-
ecation Free (ODF) city, the Jammu 
Municipal Corporation (JMC) is ramp-
ing up efforts to enhance sanitation 
infrastructure across all wards under 
JMC jurisdiction.
Addressing public demand and pri-
oritizing hygiene and accessibility, 
Commissioner Jammu Municipal Cor-
poration Dr. Devansh Yadav today laid 
the foundation stone for a new public 
toilet complex at below bridge oppo-
site Hanuman Mandir Ward No. 13.
 The upcoming facility will include 
two bathrooms and eight toilets. It is 
part of a larger plan to construct 16 
such public toilet complexes across 
Jammu city, with a total project cost 
of approximately Rs. 1.5 crore.
Strategically located near a bus stand, 
a Super Speciality hospital, and en-
route to Jewel Chowk, the site has been 
chosen to serve a diverse group of 
users, including commuters, patients, 

pedestrians, and pilgrims.
The facility will be especially benefi-
cial during the upcoming Shri Amar-
nath Yatra and for devotees visiting 
the nearby Hanuman Temple. Similar 
complexes would also be established 
of sanitation facilities to accommodate 
the increasing number of worshippers.
With this initiative, the JMC reaffirms 
its commitment to public welfare and 
sustainable urban development by 

ensuring essential sanitation ameni-
ties are accessible to all. This marks 
another significant step forward in 
Jammu’s journey toward becoming a 
fully ODF city.
Among others joint commissioner 
Health and Sanitation, Abdul Sattar, 
Joint Commissioner Works, Firdos 
Ahmed Qazi, Executive Engineer Proj-
ect, Lokesh Gupta also accompanied 
the Commissioner JMC

DC Kishtwar reviews security setup at 
Pakkal Dul Hydroelectric Project Site

  HT News Network

KISHTWAR, APRIL 25: 
Deputy Commissioner 
Rajesh Kumar Shavan, 
along with Senior Super-
intendent of Police, Naresh 
Singh today conducted an 
extensive visit to the Pakkal 
Dul Hydroelectric Project 
site to assess the on-ground 
security scenario.

During the visit, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
reviewed the existing 
security arrangements and 
emphasized the impor-
tance of maintaining a 
robust security framework 
in and around the project 

site.
He directed the project 

authorities to immedi-
ately install additional 
CCTV cameras across all 
key areas of the project to 
enhance surveillance and 
strengthen safety of the 
project area.

In addition to the secu-
rity assessment, the Dep-

uty Commissioner also 
reviewed the ongoing 
works at the project site, 
stressing the need for 
timely execution and 
adherence to quality stan-
dards.

Senior officers and offi-
cials of Pakkal Dul HEP 
were also present during 
the visit.

Shrine Board Holds Joint Security Review - 
AI based ICCC at Katra to be operationalised in May

  HT News Network

Katra, April 25: To assess security and 
operational preparedness of Shrine area 
for hassle-free pilgrimage, Chief Executive 
Officer, Anshul Garg today presided over 
a joint security review meeting with secu-
rity agencies and other stakeholders at 
Central Office, Katra.
The meeting was attended by Addl. Chief 
Executive Officer, SMVDSB; SSP, Reasi; 
Commandant, CRPF;  Jt. Chief Executive 
Officer, SMVDSB; SP, Katra; Sub Divisional 
Magistrate, Katra; Tehsildar, SMVDSB and 
officers from Army, intelligence agencies 
and Shrine Board.The CEO stressed that 
the Integrated Command and Control 
Centre (ICCC) coming up at Katra must be 
operationalized by the first week of May 
to ensure pilgrim safety and facilitate 
smooth yatra regulation. He emphasized 
the importance of adhering to the timeline, 
highlighting that a robust security grid 
across all key sectors of the shrine relies 
on the timely activation of the ICCC as this 

center will enable real-time monitoring, 
swift response to emergencies and effective 
coordination among security agencies 
through a network of 700 CCTV cameras 
with features like gesture recognition, face 
recognition, PTZ and such others as per 
operational requirements. The CEO urged 
all concerned quarters to strictly follow 
the deadline to ensure a safe and secure 

yatra.Intelligence sharing and coordination 
among security agencies also remained 
key focus areas. The meeting highlighted 
the need for seamless communication and 
data exchange to prevent security breach-
es. Strategies to verify the credentials of 
Pithoo and Ponywallas to prevent imper-
sonation and ensure their legitimate 
involvement were also discussed to ensure 

a secure pilgrimage experience.
The meeting also explored deployment of 
additional security personnel, area domi-
nation and the use of drones and other 
advanced technologies to monitor the 
Shrine and surrounding areas. The latest 
advancements in security scenarios includ-
ing AI-powered surveillance systems and 
data analytics were also discussed. The 
meeting emphasized the importance of 
staying ahead of potential security threats 
by adopting cutting-edge technologies and 
best practices.
The CEO reiterated the importance of effec-
tively utilizing advanced security equip-
ments crucial for maintaining robust secu-
rity measures provided to security agencies 
as per the Hon'ble Chairman's (Lt. Governor, 
JK-UT) directives to ensure a safe environ-
ment for pilgrims. These equipments 
include X-Ray Baggage Scanners, Door 
Frame Metal Detectors, Hand-Held Metal 
Detectors and Under Vehicle Search Mirrors 
recently procured and installed by the 
Board in the Shrine area.

JKTPO conducts District-Level RAMP awareness 
workshop at Samba to boost MSME Ecosystem

  HT News Network
 
 SAMBA, APRIL 25: A District-Level RAMP 
(Raising and Accelerating MSME Perfor-
mance) Awareness Workshop was success-
fully organized at the Conference Hall, DC 
Office here today.
The event was conducted by the Jammu 
and Kashmir Trade Promotion Organization 
(JKTPO) in collaboration with the State 
Project Implementation Unit (SPIU) – Grant 
Thornton Bharat LLP, and the District Indus-
tries Centre (DIC) Samba.
Organized under the guidance of Vikram-
jit Singh, Commissioner Secretary, Indus-
tries & Commerce Department, J&K, the 
workshop aimed to enhance awareness 
about the RAMP scheme’s vision, compo-
nents, and opportunities for Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in the 

district.The workshop commenced with a 
warm welcome address by Sh. Gurpreet 
Singh, General Manager, DIC Samba, who 
expressed his appreciation for the enthu-
siastic participation of stakeholders from 

various departments and institutions.
The workshop was graced by the presence 
of the Deputy Commissioner Samba, Rajesh 
Sharma, who served as the Chief Guest.
 In his address, he emphasized the critical 

role of entrepreneurship in economic devel-
opment. He encouraged aspiring entrepre-
neurs, implementing agencies, and all 
participants to foster a spirit of innovation 
and actively support budding entrepre-
neurs. “By empowering new entrepreneurs, 
we can not only boost economic growth 
but also create meaningful employment 
opportunities across the district,” he stat-
ed.SPIU Team (Grant Thornton) delivered 
an in-depth presentation on the RAMP 
scheme in Jammu & Kashmir. The team 
provided comprehensive insights into the 
various interventions under the RAMP 
initiative, highlighting its significant impact 
on the region's development. The detailed 
presentation underscored the scheme's 
objectives and  implementation strategies, 
demonstrating the commitment to foster-
ing growth and progress in J&K.

Awareness events 
organised across District 
Samba to mark World 
Malaria Day 2025

  HT News Network

SAMBA, APRIL 25: District Samba today observed 
World Malaria Day 2025 as a series of awareness 
programs and educational activities were held 
across various health institutions and schools.
The deliberation centered on this year's theme 
"Malaria Ends With Us: Reinvest, Re-imagine, 
Reignite, which aims to re-energize efforts at all 
levels, from global policy to community action, to 
accelerate progress towards malaria elimination.
The events were held across all three medical 
blocks of the district-Ramgarh, Nud and Purman-
dal -where healthcare professionals conducted 
awareness sessions, distributed informational 
pamphlets, and emphasized the importance of 
eliminating mosquito breeding grounds.
Special outreach and education programs were 
also organised in multiple educational institutions 
including GMS Jakh, GMS Budhwani, GHS Rahya, 
GMS Daghore. Students were educated about the 
symptoms, diagnosis, and prevention of malaria. 
The initiatives aimed to foster community involve-
ment and ensure the younger generation plays a 
role in spreading awareness about this preventable 
disease.

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan
Udhampur Admin organises 
awareness program on drug 
De-addiction at Sial Sallan

  HT News Network

UDHAMPUR, APRIL 25: District Administration 
Udhampur in collaboration with the Social Welfare 
Department today organized an awareness program 
under the Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan here  at Sial 
Sallan.

The program was held in the presence of Depu-
ty Commissioner Saloni Rai, who graced the occa-
sion as the chief guest. The event witnessed the 
participation of District Social Welfare Officer 
Kanika Gupta, District Tuberculosis Officer Dr. Anil 
Saloch, Assistant Drug Controller Sanjeev Gupta.

The awareness program featured a series of 
impactful activities, including sensitization sessions 
on the ill-effects of drug abuse conducted by 
resource persons, counsellor from the District 
Police Line.

Addressing the gathering, the DC emphasized 
the urgent need to curb the drug menace, stating, 
India has the largest youth population in the world. 
“If our youth fall prey to drug addiction, it will 
hamper the progress of our nation. It is our collec-
tive responsibility to prevent this” she noted. She 
further added that rehabilitated individuals can 
play a vital role as ambassadors of change by 
motivating others to stay away from drugs. The 
DC advocated for a disrupt and distract policy — 
disrupting regular drug-using patterns and engag-
ing youth in constructive and positive activities to 
keep them away from harmful substances.

Rehabilitated individuals who had successfully 
overcome drug addiction shared their inspira-
tional journeys, offering hope and serving as role 
models for others struggling with substance abuse.

Inter-School Table Tennis 
Competition Commences 
at International Delhi 
Public School, Gowharpora

  HT News Network

Srinagar, APRIL 25: Today, the Department of 
Zonal Physical Education Officer, B.K. Pora, orga-
nized an inter-school Table Tennis competition at 
International Delhi Public School, Gowharpora. 
The event marked the beginning of matches in the 
Under-14 and Under-17 boys' categories, with 
enthusiastic participation from numerous schools 
across the zone.The occasion was graced by Mr. 
Abdul Hameed Dar Zonal Physical Education 
Officer B.K. Pora and Activity Incharge Zone B.K 
Pora Mr. Irfan Nazir as the Chief Guest. Dr khalid 
Abrar, the Principal of International Delhi Public 
School, also attended and extended a warm wel-
come to all participants and officials.
The event showcased not only the sporting spirit 
and talent of young athletes but also emphasized 
the importance of physical education in schools. 
The competitive atmosphere, combined with the 
spirit of sportsmanship, made for an exciting start 
to the tournament.
Such events play a vital role in encouraging students 
to pursue sports and maintain a healthy lifestyle, 
while also fostering teamwork, discipline, and 

MLA Er. Khurshied Ahmed chairs 
review meeting at Mahore

  HT News Network
REASI, APRIL 25: Member Legislative Assem-
bly (MLA) 56-Gulabgarh (ST), Er. Khurshied 
Ahmed today chaired a review meeting at 
Dak Bungalow, Mahore, to assess the prog-
ress of various ongoing developmental works 
being executed under different government 
schemes.
The meeting was held in the presence of Sub 
Divisional Magistrate (SDM) Shafqat Majeed 
Bhat, along with key officials from concerned 
departments, including Officer Command-
ing, 110 RCC Budhal,  Executive Engineer, 
PWD Mahore, Executive Engineer, PMGSY 
Mahore, Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Dhar-
mari, Assistant Executive Engineer, JPDCL 
Mahore, Block Development Officer, Mahore/
Gulabgarh/Chassana.
The session witnessed the active participa-
tion of prominent civil society members and 

a large number of public representatives, 
reflecting the deep-rooted public interest 
in the region’s development.
The MLA reviewed the status of road infra-
structure, electrification, drinking water 
supply, and rural development works. He 
directed officials to speed up the execution 
of projects and ensure transparency and 
accountability at every stage.

Pak-Based Terror Handler’s 

Land Worth Lakhs Attached 

in Handwara  
  DR.AB QAYOOM 

Handwara,Apr,25:In A significant crackdown 
against terror networks, Handwara Police on Friday 
attached the property of a terror handler cur-
rently based in Pakistan. The action was carried 
out following an attachment order issued by the 
Hon’ble Additional Sessions Court, Handwara.The 
property, measuring 13 marlas and valued in lakhs, 
belongs to Habibullah Ganie, son of Ab Rehman 
Ganie, resident of Palpora Qaziabad.The attachment 
was executed under the provisions of Section 88 
CrPC (83 Central) and is connected with FIR No. 
73/2011 U/S 2/3 EIMCO Act, 121-A RPC registered 
at Police Station Kralgund.
The property was identified as belonging to an 
absconder during investigations and enquiries 
conducted by Handwara Police. Officials stated that 
this decisive action underscores the continued 
resolve of Jammu and Kashmir Police in dismantling 
terror infrastructure and acting against individuals 
involved in anti-national activities.A police spokes-
person reaffirmed, “Such operations reflect our 
firm commitment to combat terrorism and ensure 
the safety and security of the region.”
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District NCORD Committee 
discusses anti-drug 
measures in Kathua

  HT News Network

KATHUA, APRIL 25: Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Vishavjeet Singh today chaired a meeting 
of the District Level Committee under the Narco 
Coordination Centre (NCORD) to discuss and review 
measures aimed at curbing drug abuse and the 
narcotics trade in the district.
During the meeting, extensive deliberations were 
held on issues pertaining to drug addiction, iden-
tification of areas of concern, and hotspots of drug 
abuse. Besides, measures undertaken by law 
enforcement agencies to combat this menace were 
thoroughly examined.
The ADC emphasis on creating awareness against 
drug abuse and sharing success stories of drug 
de-addiction. He also directs to identify the persons 
indulged in drug peddling so that appropriate and 
timely action can be taken against them.
The Chief Education Officer was tasked with 
launching an extensive awareness campaign in 
schools to educate students about the perils of 
drug abuse.
Among others, SDM Hiranagar, ACD Kathua, CMO, 
CEO, DSWO Kathua, Dy. SP Hqrs Kathua, Officers 
from BSF and other departments were also pres-
ent.

GCOE organises lecture on 
Intellectual Property Rights 
(IPR)

  HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL 25: The Government College of 
Education Jammu organized a lecture-cum-aware-
ness programme on Intellectual Property Rights 
(IPR) for the students under the banner of the 
Institution’s Innovation Council (IIC).
The College Principal Dr. Jyoti Parihar was the 
Chief Guest and addressed the gathering, empha-
sizing the importance of IPR awareness in aca-
demic and professional fields.
Associate Professor, Department of Commerce, 
SPPND Government College, Samba, Dr. Pooja was 
the resource person for the programme.
Convener of IIC, Cell Sunanda Rani, formally wel-
comed the resource person and highlighted the 
initiatives of the IIC Cell in promoting innovation 
and entrepreneurial skills among students.
The Resource Person delivered an insightful lec-
ture on various aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights and its relevance in today’s innovation-
driven environment. The event witnessed the 
presence of faculty members including Dr. Shub-
hra Jamwal, Prof. Priyanka Mahajan, Prof. Chanchal 
Singh, Prof. Kiran Thapa.

Medical Camp organized at 
Jaganoo by Narayana Hos-
pital, SBSPMCT

  HT News Network

UDHAMPUR, APRIL 25: In a profound display of 
compassion and commitment to public service 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board Narayana 
super speciality Hospital, in collaboration with 
Shri Bhupinder Singh Pathania Charitable Trust 
(J&K) organized a Free Medical Camp at Block 
Jaganoo. The initiative aimed to provide essential 
healthcare services to underserved communities, 
particularly in rural areas where access to medi-
cal facilities remains limited.
The camp was inaugurated by MLA Ramnagar Dr. 
Sunil Bhardwaj in presence of Vice Chairperson 
DDC Udhampur Juhi Pathania, Chairman of the 
Trust Arjun Singh Pathania and trustees.

DC Jammu reviews education facility 
provided to rehabilitated street children

  HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL 25: Deputy Commissioner 
Sachin Kumar Vaishya today conducted a 
review of the education being provided to 83 
rehabilitated street children currently 
enrolled at a Government school in the Dis-
trict.During the visit, he engaged with the 
school staff, discussing the children's progress 
and identifying additional requirements for 
their holistic development.The Deputy Com-
missioner emphasised the importance of 
giving special attention to children with 
particular needs, ensuring that no child is 
left behind in the educational process. He 

directed the school administration to focus 
on catering to the individual needs of these 

children, providing them with the necessary 
support to bridge any learning gaps.Follow-
ing this review, Deputy Commissioner Vaishya 
also conducted a surprise inspection of Gov-
ernment Middle School Channi Himmat. 
During the visit, he assessed the overall 
functioning of the school, including staff 
attendance, the school's operations and stu-
dent performance. The objective was to 
ensure that the educational standards are 
consistently upheld across all schools with-
in the district.Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner Sher Singh; SDM Jammu 
South, Manu Hansa and Chief Education 
Officer BD Sharma were also present during 
the visit and inspection.

DC chairs Single Window Committee meeting 
to review mining issues in Poonch District

  HT News Network

POONCH, APRIL 25: Deputy Commis-
sioner Vikas Kundal chaired a meeting of 
District Level Single Window Committee 
(DLSWC) here today in the Meeting Hall 
of the DC Office complex to address crit-
ical mining issues in the district.
As the chairman of the District Level 
Single Window Committee (DLSWC), 
Deputy Commissioner led discussions on 
the execution of mining leases and relat-
ed concerns.
The meeting featured in-depth discus-
sions on various aspects, including title 
verification, site plans, and the issuance 
and clearance of No Objection Certificates 
(NOCs) for newly identified mineral 
blocks. A significant focus was placed on 
strengthening control and regulatory 
measures to ensure strict compliance 
with mining regulations.
The DC reviewed the case-wise status of 
NOCs under the Single Window Clearance 
system, assessing the clearance pro-

cesses of various stakeholders and the 
status of joint inspections.
He instructed the Officers to visit these 
sites to ensure that mineral leasing does 
not create detrimental effects or environ-
ment. He emphasized the importance of 
adhering to the regulations prescribed 
by the Geology and Mining Department 
while granting NOCs.
The Deputy Commissioner also urged 
officers to adopt a vigilant and proactive 
approach in identifying illegal activities 
related to mineral extraction. He called 
for strict action against violators and 
stressed the necessity of implementing 
appropriate legal and punitive measures.
ADC Tahir Mustafa Malik; ACR Moham-
mad Sayeed; DFO, Chief Agriculture Offi-
cer, Chief Horticulture Officer, District 
Soil Conservation Officer, Tehsildars, DMO, 
Executive Engineers and other concerned 
attended the meeting. The Deputy Com-
missioner also urged officers to adopt a 
vigilant and proactive approach in iden-
tifying illegal activities related to min-
eral extraction. 

RAMP scheme outreach 
gains momentum in 
Kathua through JKTPO-
led District Level 
Workshop on RAMP 
Awareness  

  HT News Network

KATHUA, APRIL 25: The 
Jammu and Kashmir Trade 
Promotion Organization 
(JKTPO), in association with 
the SPIU– Grant Thornton 
Bharat LLP and the District 
Industries Centre (DIC) Kath-
ua, successfully organized a 
District Level Awareness 
Workshop today at SICOP 
Conference hall Kathua under 
the Raising and Accelerating 
MSME Performance (RAMP) 
scheme of the Ministry of 
MSME, Government of India.
The workshop aimed to sen-
sitize and inform Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) in the district about 
the various support mecha-
nisms, reforms, and assis-
tance available under the 
RAMP program for enhanc-
ing the competitiveness, 
access to finance and capac-
ity building of MSMEs in 
Jammu and Kashmir.
The event was graced by Shri 
Suryavanshi, Functional 
Manager, DIC Kathua, who 
highlighted the importance 
of this initiative in fostering 
industrial development in the 
region and encouraging more 
MSMEs to avail benefits 
under the RAMP scheme. 
Other speakers also addressed 
the gathering and shared 
valuable insights regarding 
MSME credit access and insti-
tutional support.
The workshop witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
from over 50 MSME stake-
holders, including entrepre-
neurs, industry representa-
tives, implementing agencies, 
and officials from various 
departments involved in 
MSME development. Interac-
tive sessions were conducted 
to spread awareness on key 
components of the RAMP 
scheme.

Bumper Wheat harvest 
begins along Zero Line in 

Hiranagar Sector
  HT News Network

KATHUA, APRIL 25: Marking a significant milestone in the 
district’s agricultural landscape, the harvesting of ripened wheat 
crop commenced today across the fence in Chak Changa village, 
along the Zero Line of Chandwan Border Outpost in the Hiranagar 
IB sector. The initiative, carried out under the guidance of 
Deputy Commissioner Dr. Rakesh Minhas, is a result of the 
seamless coordination between the Agriculture Department, 
Border Security Force (BSF), and local farmers.
The harvesting process was formally launched by Chief Agri-
culture Officer (CAO) Sanjeev Rai Gupta, along with Company 
Commandant BSF, Insp. Mahesh Kumar.
It marked a remarkable achievement for farmers of the border 
belt, who are celebrating a bumper wheat harvest this season. 
Expressing their gratitude, the farmers acknowledged the 
District Administration, Agriculture Department, and BSF for 
their unwavering support in ensuring security and providing 
essential logistical assistance.The Agriculture Department has 
deployed 15 tractors and 2 combine harvesters to facilitate the 
swift harvesting of wheat crops sown over 350 acres across the 
fence during the Rabi 2024–25 season.
The initiative, which began as a pilot project in Rabi 2021–22, 
has now expanded significantly, with 90 farmers from villages 
including Chak Changa, Chak Tanda, Krol Krishna, Karol Mai-
thrain, and Maniyari actively participting in cultivation beyond 
the fence.Speaking on the occasion, Chief Agriculture Officer 
Sanjeev Rai Gupta, stated, “Our persistent efforts, coupled with 
technical assistance and the security support of BSF, have 
resulted in a successful harvest this year. We are committed to 
empowering border farmers and ensuring they receive the 
necessary resources for sustainable agriculture. 

DC Reasi chairs meeting on 
Change of Land Use Cases

  HT News Network

REASI, APRIL 25: Deputy Commis-
sioner Reasi, Nidhi Malik today 
chaired a meeting of the District 
Level Committee to review Change 
of Land Use (CLU) cases in the dis-
trict.
A total of 8 cases were taken up for 
discussion. After thorough scru-
tiny in the light of policy regula-
tions, 2 cases were approved, 5 
cases were deferred, and 1 case 
was rejected by the committee.
The Deputy Commissioner direct-
ed the ACR to ensure proper safe-
ty measures are in place before 
granting CLU approval for petrol 
pumps. She also instructed the 
Town Planner and Executive Engi-
neer PWD to assess road conditions 
and ensure proper clearance. A 
joint site visit by the Town Planner 

and the executing agency was also 
directed.
During the meeting, the DC 
emphasized the timely issuance of 
No Objection Certificates (NOCs) 
to applicants after thorough veri-
fication of documents. She under-
scored the importance of strictly 
adhering to guidelines and policies 
while considering CLU cases.
The meeting was attended by ACD 
Pardeep Kumar, ACR Nitin Verma, 
XEN PWD, CEO MC, CAO, AEE and 
other concerned officers.

World Malaria Day 2025 observed across district Doda
  HT News Network

DODA, APRIL 25: World Malaria Day 
2025 was observed across District 
Doda by organizing awareness events 
under this year’s theme, “Malaria 
ends with us: Reinvest, Reimagine, 
Reignite.”
 The observance was held under the 
guidance of Director Health Ser-
vices Jammu Dr. Abdul Hamid Zargar, 
and State Malariologist J&K, Dr. D. J. 
Raina.
The main event was organized by 
the District Malaria Unit Doda at 
Government ANMT School Doda, 
where Chief Medical Officer Dr. Om 

Kumar was the chief guest.
The event was attended by Vidya 
Kotwal, Principal of Government 
ANMT School; Umar Anayat, District 
Epidemiologist; Mohammad Shafi 
Attu, and Malaria Staff members 
including Basharat Ahmed Mir, Liaqat 
Ali Zargar, Mohammad Akbar Dev 
and Rajinder Parshad, faculty mem-
bers Naveeda Anjum and Saima 
Kousar along with a large number of 
students.
The CMO educated the participants 
about malaria, its symptoms, trans-
mission methods, and emphasized 
the importance of early diagnosis, 
timely treatment, and preventive 
measures such as using mosquito 

nets and maintaining hygiene.
Information, Education, and Com-
munication (IEC) material on malar-
ia prevention was distributed among 
the students and other attendees by 
the Malaria Unit staff.
Earlier, the programme began with 
a welcome address by Incharge Media 
Desk Health Department Faizan A. 
Tramboo,, who also elaborated on 
the significance of World Malaria 
Day and the global initiatives aimed 
at eliminating this preventable dis-
ease.
Meanwhile, similar awareness pro-
grammes were organized across 
other blocks of the district, including 
Assar, Gandoh, and Bhaderwah, 

under the supervision of respective 
Block Medical Officers. Health profes-
sionals in these areas also conducted 
educational sessions on malaria 
awareness, prevention, and control.
The day served as a vital platform to 
reaffirm the Health Department’s 
commitment toward a malaria-free 
future and to strengthen commu-
nity participation in the fight against 
malaria. The CMO educated the par-
ticipants about malaria, its symp-
toms, transmission methods, and 
emphasized the importance of early 
diagnosis, timely treatment, and 
preventive measures such as using 
mosquito nets and maintaining 
hygiene.

Establishment of Solid Waste 
Management Plant discussed in Poonch

POONCH, APRIL 25:   Deputy Commissioner Vikas Kundal chaired a meet-
ing today at the DC Office complex to review the establishment of solid 
waste management plants in the district.The meeting aimed to address 
the growing concerns regarding waste disposal and explore sustainable 
solutions for the same. Key discussions included planning and implement-
ing a comprehensive solid waste management system.



Pahalgam incident a grim reminder that 
Terrorism is a global menace : Jagdeep Dhankar
AGENCIES
UDHAGAMANDALAM (TAMIL 
NADU), APR 25 (UNI)

The terror attack on inno-
cent tourists at Pahalgam 
in J and K was a grim 
reminder that 'Terror-
ism is a global menace", 
Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar observed on 
Friday.

Condemning the Pahal-
gam terror attack on inno-
cent tourists that claimed 
26 lives in strongest terms, 
Mr Dhankar said this inci-
dent in J andK reminds 
that Terrorism is a global 
menace.

Speaking as the Chief 
Guest at the inaugural ses-
sion of the Conference of 
Vice-Chancellors of State, 
Central and Private Uni-
versities of Tamil Nadu 
at the Ooty Raj Bhavan 
convened by Governor R 
N Ravi, the Vice-President 
said that Bharat is the 
World’s most peace-loving 
Nation and Terrorism is a 
Global Menace, Needs to 
be addressed in Unison".

Expressing deep 
sorrow over the recent 
terror attack in Pahal-
gam, Mr Dhankar said 
“Today I join the Nation 
in expressing profound 
grief and outrage at the 
heinous terrorist attack 
in Pahalgam that claimed 
innocent lives."

"It is a grim reminder 
that terrorism is a global 
menace to be addressed 
by humanity in unison. 
Bharat is the world's 
most peace-loving nation 
and our civilisational 
ethos reflects Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam”, he said.

He said the visionary 
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, who 
is in his third term, is our 
greatest assurance that 

the nation's rise cannot be 
handicapped by any situ-
ation internal or external.

"But we all have to bear 
in mind that national 
interest is supreme. This 
was echoed by Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar while impart-
ing his final address to 
the Constituent Assembly. 
We therefore have to take 
a resolve to always keep 
nation first, national inter-
ests cannot be intertwined 
with partisan interest, it 
has to be uppermost", Mr 
Dhankar said.

"This cannot be sub-
servient to any interest 
political, personal or for 
a group”, he said. Touch-
ing upon the transforma-
tive National Education 
Policy, the Vice-President 
said  NEP is not a Govern-
ment Policy; It is a Policy 
for the Nation.

“After three decades, 
taking into consideration 
inputs from the widest 
spectrum of stakehold-
ers, there was the evolu-
tion of the National Edu-
cation Policy. This policy 
aligns with our civilization 
ethos. It encourages mul-
tidisciplinary learning." 
It gives priority to Indian 
languages. It envisions 
education as the develop-
ment of the person, not 
just employability, he 
said, adding, the most sig-
nificant aspect of the NEP 
is that it allows students 

to learn in their mother 
tongue. "It has got us out of 
the colonial regime. Even 
medicine and engineering 
in local languages, which 
could not be entertained 
at one point of time, even 
in dreams, It is getting 
shape on the ground”, he 
said. Calling upon institu-
tions to study and adopt 
the policy in full spirit, he 
urged, “I beseech you all 
and the faculty and direc-
tors wherever they are 
to please do a thorough 
study of National Educa-
tion Policy to realise its 
real intent and purpose 
so that we reap the har-
vest of it.

"From this platform, I 
wish to indicate National 
Education Policy is a 
government policy. It is 
a policy for the nation. 
And therefore I appeal, it 
is time for us all to adopt 
it, understand it, execute 
it, and to reap the fruits”, 
he stressed. Emphasising 
that the future of Indian 
higher education lies in 
moving beyond tradi-
tional silos, he said “We 
are well past the era of 
standalone institutions. It 
can't be just IIMs, IITs etc. 
Standalone era for institu-
tions is already behind us. 
There is now need of con-
vergence for various ver-
ticals to give institutions 
cutting edge and Multi-
disciplinary approach 

across academic pur-
suits is the only answer." 
He told the VCs to share 
their faculty talent virtu-
ally, technologically and 
otherwise also. That will 
have two-fold purpose. 
While giving it, you will be 
receiving also. The winds 
of innovation and change 
must have free passage in 
educational institutions. 
Evolve a mechanism. 
There must be tolerance 
for varying ideas. Intoler-
ance to a thought defines 
democracy the wrong 
way. The nectar of univer-
sity is that a solo voice that 
has an opinion different 
than that of the majority 
is heard with deference by 
engaging in dialogue and 
discourse, not by being 
judgmental.” Highlighting 
Tamil Nadu’s historical 
role in India’s academic 
evolution, the Vice-Presi-
dent said, “Tamil Nadu is 
a land of vibrant learning 
centers, those learning 
centers must be our North 
Star now."

Tamil Nadu has been 
home to such widely acco-
laded learning centers like 
Kanchipuram and Ennay-
iram. Ennayiram attract-
ed thousands of students 
from all over Bharat. I 
see in these conferences 
emergence of crucibles of 
ideation that will rekindle 
the spirit of Kanchipuram 
and bring back glory of 
Ennayiram.

"We must take pride 
that it was in Tamil 
Nadu, Madras University 
was established in 1857. 
Modern education was 
exemplified in this land”, 
he pointed out. He con-
cluded with a stirring 
reflection on India’s rich 
linguistic heritage, espe-
cially Tamil’s historic 
recognition, saying, “Our 

languages, their richness 
and depth are our pride 
and legacy. This aspect 
amplifies the fullness and 
uniqueness of our cul-
ture."

"Go to any country, and 
you will not find what we 
have here. Our treasure is 
unfathomable. Sanskrit, 
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, 
Hindi, Bangla, and other 
languages are a goldmine 
of literature and knowl-
edge" , he noted.

These have national 
and global footprints. 
Educational institutions 
have to nurture with deep 
focus this treasure.”

He said that “What a 
pride for Tamil Nadu and 
the entire country. The 
Tamil had the distinc-
tion of being the first lan-
guage to be accorded the 
prestige of being a classi-
cal language. This well-
deserved recognition was 
imparted in 2004, which 
means things started 
changing in regimes.

"Today, there are 11 lan-
guages that are classical 
languages and Classical 
languages are those that 
have rich culture, knowl-
edge, literature, depth. 
Let me just indicate the 11 
languages because

I had the occasion, as 
Chairman, Rajya Sabha, to 
declare to the Rajya Sabha 
that Marathi, Pali, Prakrit, 
Assamese, and Bengali 
were recently given the 
status of classical languag-
es, but earlier we had, as I 
said Tamil, Sanskrit, Kan-
nada, Telugu, Malayalam, 
and Odia."

"Go all over the world, 
we are matchless. We 
have to realise our power, 
our potential. We should 
not be carried away by 
insignificant aspects”, he 
said.

Centre defends Waqf law, says 
it regulates secular aspects only
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, APR 25 (UNI)

In a significant devel-
opment in the ongoing 
challenge to the Waqf 
(Amendment) Act, 2025, 
the Union government has 
filed its preliminary affi-
davit before the Supreme 
Court, strongly defending 
the constitutional validity 
of the legislation.

Filed through the Minis-
try of Minority Affairs, the 
Centre rejected arguments 
that the amendments vio-
late fundamental rights 
under the Constitution, 
particularly those under 
Articles 25 and 26.

The affidavit, submit-
ted by Joint Secretary 
Shersha C. Saidik Mohid-
din, emphasizes that the 
amendments are aimed 
solely at regulating the 
secular aspects of waqf 
property management, 
and do not interfere with 
religious freedoms or 
Islamic rituals.

“The Act pertains only 
to procedural and admin-
istrative dimensions such 
as record-keeping and 
governance of waqf prop-
erties. It avoids interfer-
ence with any essential 
religious practices, ritu-
als, or obligations,” the 
affidavit clarifies.

The Centre termed 
the concerns over the 
omission of "waqf-by-
user" as misleading and 
unfounded. It clarified 
that all existing waqf lands 
already registered as of 
April 8, 2025, remain fully 
protected.

The concept of manda-
tory registration has exist-
ed since 1923, under suc-
cessive waqf legislations, 
it said. Waqf Registration 
is not a new requirement; 
the amendments are only 
regulatory, and it won't 
affect religious rights, the 
government asserted.

“There is a clear and 

mandatory legislative 
regime that ensures 
registration of all waqfs 
— a norm continuing for 
over a century,” the gov-
ernment stated.

Dismissing objections 
over the inclusion of 
non-Muslims in the Cen-
tral Waqf Council and 
State Waqf Boards, the 
Centre said these bodies 
are secular in nature and 
do not administer reli-
gious practices. Their 
role is regulatory and 
advisory, it emphasized.

“The maximum pos-
sible number of non-
Muslims in the Central 
Council is four out of 
22 members, and three 
out of 11 in State Boards. 
Muslims will remain a 
majority,” the affidavit 
stated.

The Centre also rebut-
ted comparisons with 
Hindu Religious Endow-
ment Boards, asserting 
that Waqf properties often 
overlap with public and 
even non-Muslim lands, 
making diverse represen-
tation necessary to uphold 
a constitutional balance.

Justifying provisions 
allowing government offi-
cers to determine wheth-
er waqf claims involve 
encroachments on public 
land, the Centre cited doc-
umented misuse, includ-
ing claims over collec-
tor’s offices, government 
schools, and ASI-protect-
ed sites, made without 
valid documents.

“Waqf boards have, in 

many cases, claimed title 
over public utilities and 
heritage sites without 
proper adjudication or 
evidence,” the affidavit 
said.

Regarding the new 
provision under Section 
2A, which allows Muslim 
individuals to create secu-
lar trusts, the Centre said 
this merely clarifies exist-
ing jurisprudence and 
empowers individuals to 
opt for a general trust law 
framework.

“It does not override 
judicial decisions but 
affirms the legal position 
upheld repeatedly by the 
Supreme Court,” it added.

The government urged 
the Supreme Court not to 
pass an interim stay on the 
Act’s provisions, invoking 
the legal presumption of 
constitutionality for all 
laws enacted by Parlia-
ment.

The affidavit also includ-
ed voluminous documen-
tation, such as reports of 
the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee, and extensive 
data on waqf land hold-
ings, arguing that the 2025 
amendments were a result 
of thorough consultation 
and review.

The next hearing is on 
May 5.

In an earlier hearing, 
the Centre had voluntarily 
agreed to suspend certain 
contentious provisions, 
assuring that registered 
waqf lands, including 
those claimed by users, 
would not be impacted.

Pakistan Defence Minister Khwaja Asif admits Islamabad’s 
role in using terror groups for ‘US’ dirty work’
AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD, APR 25 (UNI)

In a direct contradiction of 
its own stance on terrorism, 
Pakistan’s Defence Minis-
ter Khwaja Asif has openly 
admitted Islamabad’s role 
in "doing the US’ dirty work 
for three decades" through 
its close links with terrorist 
organisations.

While Pakistan has been 
denying its culpability in 
the heinous Pahalgam 
attack which left 26 tour-
ists dead, Asif ’s statement 
has served to only further 
weaken Islamabad’s plea, 
and undo the country’s 
already very poor reputa-
tion in international circles 
regarding its role in sup-
porting terrorist entities.

In a viral clip on X (for-
merly Twitter) of his inter-
view on Sky News, the 
Pakistani Defence Minister 
is asked by the interviewer: 
"You do admit that Paki-
stan has had a long history 
of backing, and supporting 
and training, and funding 
these terrorist organisa-
tions?"

To which Asif admits 
Islamabad's full support 
for terrorism, saying "We 
have been doing this dirty 
work for the United States 
and the West, including 
Britain, for about three 
decades.”

Calling the state support 
to terror groups a mistake, 
he added "That was a mis-
take, and we suffered for 
that... Pakistan's record 

would have been unques-
tionable if we had not 
entered the fight against 
the Soviet Union and then 
the war following 9/11. 
The chickens have obvi-
ously gone home to roost, 
and there is no one else to 
blame but Pakistan.”

Despite open evidence, 
Pakistan has denied all 

role in supporting terror-
ism, instead calling itself 
a "victim" in a show of 
hypocrisy. The country’s 
officials have termed the 
Pahalgam terror attack, 
in which Pakistan's link 
has been clearly seen, as 
a "false flag operation" by 
India, to use the incident 
as a pretext for attacking 

Pakistan.
In response to the terror 

attack, New Delhi has sus-
pended the Indus Waters 
Treaty, begun deport-
ing Pakistanis in India, 
declared Pakistani military 
advisors to its High Com-
mission in New Delhi per-
sona non grata and asked 
them to leave, recalled its 
own military advisors at its 
High Commission in Islam-
abad, thinned its diplomat-
ic mission, and closed the 
Attari-Wagah border.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in his public 
remarks after the deadly 
attack vowed vengeance 
for the incident, saying 
that India will track down 
and bring all perpetrators 
to justice.

US House Foreign Affairs Committee sharply attacks 
NYT for biased coverage of Pahalgam terror attack
AGENCIES
WASHINGTON/NEW DELHI, APR 
25 (UNI)

The US House Foreign 
Affairs Committee has 
sharply criticised the 
New York Times’ cover-
age of the Pahalgam terror 
attack, accusing the noted 
publication of downplay-
ing the incident by calling 
the attackers "militants" 
instead of terrorists.

The House Foreign 
Affairs Committee came 
down on the publication, 
saying that the attack was 
a terrorist act “plain and 
simple”, and added that 

when it concerns terror-
ism, the NYT is “removed 
from reality".

Tagging an NYT article 
on the April 22 Pahalgam 
terror attack, which was 
headlined by the daily 
as "At Least 24 Tourists 
Gunned Down by Militants 
in Kashmir", the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee 
wrote on X, with a red line 
scoring out the word "Mili-
tants", and posted:

"Hey, @nytimes we fixed 
it for you. This was a TER-
RORIST ATTACK plain and 
simple.”

Calling out the NYT’s 
highly biased coverage 

on terrorism by Islam-
ic extremists, the post 
added: “Whether it's India 
or Israel, when it comes 
to TERRORISM the NYT is 
removed from reality."

The deadly terror 
attacks on April 22, in the 

Pahalgam region of Kash-
mir left 26 tourists dead – 
including a Nepali national.

The NYT downplayed 
the gravity of the incident 
by refusing to call the 
attack a terrorist incident.

The publication instead 

used terms like "mili-
tant" and "gunmen" in its 
description of the attack-
ers, and merely called the 
massacre a "shooting", 
which was severely criti-
cised by the US govern-
ment.

US President Donald 
Trump had also expressed 
solidarity with India and 
condemned the terror 
attack in a post on X, and 
vowed Washington’s "full 
support" to India in its fight 
against terrorism. He had 
also called up PM Modi and 
spoken with him, to con-
demn the attack and offer 
support.

Pak Deputy PM Ishaq Dar 
postpones Bangladesh visit 
following Pahalgam terror attack
AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD/DHAKA, APR 25 
(UNI)

Pakistan Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign 
Minister Ishaq Dar’s visit 
to Bangladesh has been 
postponed in light of the 
Pakistan-backed terror 
attack in Pahalgam, which 
has led to rising tensions 
with India.

“Owing to unforeseen 
circumstances, the Hon-

ourable Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Pakistan 
is unable to undertake the 
visit to Bangladesh on 27-28 
April 2025,” said Pakistan’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
The Bangladesh Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs released a 
statement announcing the 
postponement of Dar’s 
visit to Dhaka which would 
have been the first such by 
a Pakistani Foreign Minis-
ter since 2012.

The new dates for 
the visit will be finalised 
through mutual consulta-
tions, it added.

The visit was being 
highly anticipated in Dhaka 
with Bangladesh and Paki-
stan becoming increasing-
ly friendly since the ouster 
of Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina in August last year. 
The two countries last 
week conducted their first 
Foreign Office Consulta-
tions in more than 15 years.

Over 50 people killed in Israeli strikes 
on Gaza Strip on March 24: Reports
AGENCIES
GAZA, APR 25 (UNI)

The death toll from Israeli 
strikes on the Gaza Strip 
since Thursday morning 
has reached 52 people, 39 
of whom have been killed 
in strikes on Gaza City 
and northern areas of the 
enclave, Al Jazeera broad-
caster reported, citing Pal-
estinian medical sources.

The strikes were also car-
ried out on ​​the cities of Jaba-
lia, Deir al Balah and Khan 
Yunis, including houses 
where refugees were accom-
modated, the report said on 
Thursday. Certain areas in 
the north of the enclave 
were subjected to artillery 
shelling, the report added.

According to the Gaza 

Strip Health Ministry, over 
1,900 people have been 
killed and more than 5,000 
have been injured since the 
resumption of hostilities on 
March 18.

On March 18, Israel 
resumed strikes on the Gaza 
Strip, citing Palestinian 

movement Hamas' refusal 
to accept the US plan to 
extend the ceasefire, which 
expired on March 1. Israel 
also cut off electricity sup-
plies to a desalination plant 
in the Gaza Strip and closed 
off entry to trucks carrying 
humanitarian aid.

Srinagar, Saturday
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Wearable tech may help people 
manage everyday stress

Healthy India key towards realising 
Viksit Bharat goal: HM Shah

Pinworm medication may treat 
aggressive skin cancer: Researchers

Scientists use AI to reveal the neural 
dynamics of human conversation

Kids exposed to paternal depression likely 
to have behavioural issues later: Study

New study on brain’s visual regions 
can help build effective AI systems

AGENCIES
NEW YORK

The virtual and aug-
mented reality (VR/AR) 
technology could simu-
late stressful situations 
and help people practice 
stress-relief strategies, a 
new study has revealed.

Everyday situations 
can sometimes feel like 
big stressors, whether it's 
delivering an important 
work presentation, attend-
ing a party full of strangers 
or confronting a partner. 
Talking to a friend or a 
therapist can help. But so 
can practice.

A new project from 
Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity researchers in the US 
aimed to make that prac-
tice easier by using VR/AR 
technology.

The research team, led 
by Anna Fang in the School 
of Computer Science's 
Human-Computer Interac-
tion Institute, tested their 
stress simulation technol-
ogy on a group of 19 par-
ticipants, the majority of 

whom overwhelmingly 
supported it.

"For the past 10 to 20 
years, virtual reality and 
augmented reality have 
taken a really big hold 
on the health and mental 
health space," said Fang, 
noting the many medita-
tion apps available for 

download.
The team built eight 

prototypes with di� erent 
design elements for each 
of the three scenarios, for 
a total of 24 prototypes. 
Those prototypes took 
various forms — virtual 
reality, mixed or augment-
ed reality, or a text-based 

environment without 
visual cues — and o� ered 
di� erent degrees of inter-
action.

Overall, Fang and her 
team found that people 
liked using the technolo-
gy to gain more awareness 
about themselves. "They 
wanted technology that 
would help them learn 
self-su�  ciency skills that 
they didn't feel they had," 
she said.

Participants also noted 
that they preferred being 
able to decide when the 
large language model sug-
gested guidance instead 
of receiving that guidance 
automatically.

They also wanted to 
take the headsets to other 
locations to help them 
become immersed in and 
more comfortable with the 
stressful setting.

In this next version, the 
team plans to upgrade the 
avatars to look more real-
istic and to include more 
text-to-speech features so 
the avatars can speak to 
users more naturally.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The concept of a Viksit 
Bharat (developed India) 
cannot be realised by 
being unwell and that is 
why it is very important 
that every citizen remains 
healthy, Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah said on 
Saturday.

HM Shah further stated 
that all countrymen should 
take good diet, adequate 
water, adequate sleep and 
regular exercise, “the rest 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi-led government will 
take the responsibility of 
taking care of your health”.

Speaking at a pro-
gramme organised by the 
Institute of Liver and Bili-
ary Sciences (ILBS) on the 
occasion of World Liver 
Day, HM Shah said that 
everyone should take a 
pledge to keep their ‘liver’ 
healthy with awareness, 
diligence and complete 
information.

Sharing his experience 
of a healthy  lifestyle, the 

Home Minister said that 
there has been a huge 
change in his life since May 
2020. HM Shah said that 
young people can achieve 
a lot in their lives with 
water, diet, exercise and 
sleep as per the require-
ments of the body.

The Union Home Min-
ister said that the Ministry 
of AYUSH is working to 
develop a system so that 
we do not fall ill.

“Today, even big allo-
pathic hospitals are open-
ing AYUSH wings. The 
mental and physical health 
of a person was included 
in the idea of     World Yoga 
Day,” he noted.

PM Modi-led govern-
ment is bearing the entire 
cost of treatment, up to Rs 
5 lakh, for crores of people 
of the country. The gov-
ernment is also bearing all 
expenses up to Rs 5 lakh 
for the treatment of citi-
zens above 70 years of age.

PM Modi-led govern-
ment has spent Rs 65,000 
crore to build the health 
infrastructure in the coun-
try and has made arrange-
ments to make every Pri-
mary Health Center (PHC) 
and Community Health 
Center (CHC) a complete 
unit.

For generic medicines, 
a network of more than 

15,000 Jan Aushadhi Cen-
tres has been opened in 
the country and through 
these centres, medicines 
are available up to 80 per 
cent cheaper.

Under ‘Mission Indrad-
hanush’, arrangements 
have been made for free 
vaccination of children 
from birth to the age of 15 
years and 1 crore 32 lakh 
mothers were also vacci-
nated.

Under the e-Sanjeevani 
app, the work of providing 
more than 30.9 crore digi-
tal medical consultations 
from top health institu-
tions in rural areas across 
the country has been car-
ried out.

In 2014, there were 
seven AIIMS in the coun-
try and today, the number 
has reached 23. There 
were 387 medical col-
leges in 2014 and today, it 
stands at 780. There were 
51,000 MBBS seats which 
have increased to 1.18 lakh 
and 75,000 more seats are 
going to be added, accord-
ing to HM Shah.

AGENCIES
NEW YORK

A team of US scientists 
has found that a common 
pinworm medication may 
stop and reverse cancer 
growth in Merkel cell 
carcinoma, an aggressive 
form of skin cancer.

The research led by Uni-
versity of Arizona Cancer 
Center and published in 
the Journal of Clinical 
Investigation, found that 
in laboratory models of 
Merkel cell carcinoma, 
pyrvinium pamoate inhib-
ited cancer cell growth 
and reversed the cancer’s 
neuroendocrine features.

In mouse models of 
Merkel cell carcinoma, 
pyrvinium pamoate 
reduced tumour growth.

Merkel cell carcinoma 
is a rare but fast-growing 
neuroendocrine cancer 
that is three to � ve times 
more likely than melano-
ma to be deadly. Response 
rates to current therapies 
– surgery, radiation and 
immunotherapy – are lim-

ited, resulting in a need 
for e� ective and broadly 
applicable therapeutics.

“Merkel cell carcinoma 
is increasing in incidence. 
Even though it’s a rare 
cancer type, it mimics a 
lot of properties that other 
cancers have,” said senior 
author Megha Padi, assis-
tant professor at the uni-
versity.

Pyrvinium pamoate, 
a medication approved 
by the Food and Drug 
Administration in 1955 to 
treat pinworms, has been 
shown to have antitumour 
potential in several di� er-
ent cancers, including 
breast, colorectal, pancre-
atic and bladder cancers. 
This is the � rst time it has 
been studied in models of 

Merkel cell carcinoma.
Padi and the research 

team found that in labo-
ratory models of Merkel 
cell carcinoma, pyrvinium 
pamoate inhibited cancer 
cell growth and reversed 
the cancer’s neuroendo-
crine features. In mouse 
models of Merkel cell 
carcinoma, pyrvinium 
pamoate reduced tumor 
growth.

“This is a hypothesis, 
but some people think 
the reason an antiparasit-
ic agent could be e� ective 
against cancers is because 
tumours are a little bit like 
parasites in our body,” 
Padi said. “Parasites and 
tumours must devel-
op ways to use scarce 
resources in their host to 
feed themselves and allow 
for unlimited multiplica-
tion. If the pathways that 
they have hijacked to feed 
themselves are the same, 
then you get lucky, and 
you have a tumour type 
that could be amenable to 
killing by these antipara-
sitic drugs.”

AGENCIES
NEW YORK

By combining artificial 
intelligence (AI) with elec-
trical recordings of brain 
activity, researchers have 
been able to track the lan-
guage exchanged during 
conversations and the cor-
responding neural activity 
in di� erent brain regions, 
according to a new study.

The team from Depart-
ment of Neurosurgery at 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital in the US inves-
tigated how our brains 
process language during 
real-life conversations.

“Speci� cally, we wanted 
to understand which brain 
regions become active 
when we're speaking and 
listening, and how these 
patterns relate to the spe-
ci� c words and context 
of the conversation,” said 
lead author Jing Cai in a 
paper published in Nature 
Communications.

They employed AI to 
take a closer look at how 
our brains handle the 

back-and-forth of real con-
versations. The team com-
bined advanced AI, specif-
ically language models like 
those behind ChatGPT, 
with neural recordings 
using electrodes placed 
within the brain.

This allowed them to 
simultaneously track the 
linguistic features of con-

versations and the corre-
sponding neural activity 
in di� erent brain regions.

“By analysing these syn-
chronised data streams, 
we could map how specif-
ic aspects of language–like 
the words being spoken 
and the conversational 
context–were represented 
in the dynamic patterns of 

brain activity during con-
versation,” said Cai.

They found that both 
speaking and listening 
during a conversation 
engage a widespread net-
work of brain areas in 
the frontal and temporal 
lobes.

What's interesting is 
that these brain activity 
patterns are highly spe-
ci� c, changing depending 
on the exact words being 
used, the context and 
order of those words.

“We also observed that 
some brain regions are 
active during both speak-
ing and listening, sug-
gesting a partially shared 
neural basis for these pro-
cesses. Finally, we identi-
� ed speci� c shifts in brain 
activity that occur when 
people switch from listen-
ing to speaking during a 
conversation,” said the 
authors.

The � ndings o� er sig-
ni� cant insights into how 
the brain pulls off the 
seemingly e� ortless feat 
of conversation.

AGENCIES
NEW YORK

A team of researchers 
at Rutgers University in 
the US has found that 
� ve-year-olds exposed to 
paternal depression are 
more likely to have behav-
ioural issues in grade 
school.

In a study published in 
the American Journal of 
Preventive Medicine, Kris-
tine Schmitz, an assistant 
professor of pediatrics 
at Rutgers Robert Wood 
Johnson Medical School 
(RWJMS), together with 
other researchers from 
RWJMS and from Princ-
eton and Rider universi-
ties, reported that chil-
dren exposed to paternal 
depression when entering 
kindergarten are far more 
likely to have teacher-
reported behavioural dif-
� culties and poor social 
skills at age 9.

“We need to consider 
depression in both par-
ents, not just mothers,” 
said Schmitz. “Depres-

sion is treatable, and to 
support the whole family, 
paediatricians must start 
talking with dads about 
it and developing father-
focused interventions that 
meet their needs.”

On average, between 8 
per cent and 13 per cent 
of fathers in the United 
States will be a� ected by 
some form of depression 
during their child’s early 
years, and the prevalence 
increases to 50 per cent 
when the mother is also 
experiencing postpartum 
depression.

Schmitz and colleagues 
analysed data from the 
Future of Families and 
Child Wellbeing Study 

(FFCWS), a national birth 
cohort that randomly sam-
pled births in 20 large U.S. 
cities from 1998 to 2000. 
The study continues to 
track changes in partici-
pants’ lives.

Two FFCWS data points 
were key to Schmitz’s 
assessment: When the 
children were age 5, their 
fathers were screened for 
depressive symptoms in 
the past year; and when 
they were 9, the chil-
dren’s teachers complet-
ed a survey that included 
behavioural assessments.

“Kindergarten entry 
is an important develop-
mental milestone, and 
adversities faced at that 

time can lead to poorer 
engagement and behav-
iours in grade school that 
may persist or magnify 
through middle and high 
school,” the researchers 
wrote.

By comparing data from 
1,422 fathers, the research-
ers were able to map a 
clear link between pater-
nal depression and child 
conduct.

For instance, kids 
whose fathers reported 
depressive symptoms, 
such as feeling sad, blue 
or depressed when they 
were age 5 were, by age 9, 
signi� cantly more likely to 
exhibit restlessness, de� -
ance and anger as well 
as present lower levels 
of cooperation and self-
esteem.

Schmitz said several 
reasons could explain 
the connection. For one, 
depression has been found 
to lead to di�  culty par-
enting and less emotional 
support for the child. It 
can also cause con� ict or 
other stress in the home.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

A Columbia University’s 
School of Engineering 
study in the US has shown 
that the brain’s visual 
regions play an active role 
in making sense of infor-
mation, which could help 
build more adaptive AI 
systems.

Crucially, the way it 
interprets the information 
depends on what the rest 
of the brain is working on.

Published in the jour-
nal Nature Communica-
tions, the study led by 
biomedical engineer and 
neuroscientist Nuttida 
Rungratsameetaweema-
na, provides some of the 
clearest evidence yet that 
early sensory systems play 
a role in decision-making 
— and that they adapt in 
real-time.

It also points to new 
approaches for designing 
AI systems that can adapt 
to new or unexpected situ-
ations.

The � ndings challenge 

the traditional view that 
early sensory areas in the 
brain are simply “look-
ing” or “recording” visual 
input. In fact, the human 
brain’s visual system 
actively reshapes how it 
represents the exact same 
object depending on what 
you’re trying to do.

Even in visual areas 
that are very close to raw 
information that enters 
the eyes, the brain has the 
� exibility to tune its inter-
pretation and responses 
based on the current task.

“It gives us a new way 
to think about � exibility 
in the brain and opens up 
ideas for how to poten-

tially build more adaptive 
AI systems modelled after 
these neural strategies,” 
said Nuttida.

Most previous work 
looked at how people 
learn categories over time, 
but this study zooms in on 
the � exibility piece: How 
does the brain rapidly 
switch between di� erent 
ways of organising the 
same visual information?

The team used func-
tional magnetic resonance 
imaging (fMRI) to observe 
people’s brain activity 
while they put shapes in 
di� erent categories. The 
twist was that the “rules” 
for categorising the shapes 

kept changing.
This let the researchers 

determine whether the 
visual cortex was chang-
ing how it represented the 
shapes depending on how 
we had de� ned the catego-
ries.

They analysed the 
data using computational 
machine learning tools, 
including multivariate 
classi� ers.

Activity in the visual 
system — including the pri-
mary and secondary visual 
cortices, which deal with 
data straight from the eyes 
— changed with practically 
every task.

They reorganised 
their activity depending 
on which decision rules 
people were using, which 
was shown by the brain 
activation patterns becom-
ing more distinctive when 
a shape was near the grey 
area between categories.

Those were the most 
difficult shapes to tell 
apart, so it’s exactly when 
extra processing would be 
most helpful.

Srinagar, Saturday
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KKR's title defence on 
brink as PBKS eye upset
AGENCIES
KOLKATA, APR 26 (UNI)

Defending champions Kol-
kata Knight Riders (KKR) 
face a stern test of survival 
when they host Punjab 
Kings (PBKS) in a crucial 
IPL 2025 encounter at 
Eden Gardens here on Sat-
urday evening.

Having won just three 
of their eight games, KKR 
find themselves languish-
ing at seventh on the 
points table, with their 
playoff hopes hanging by a 
thread. In contrast, Punjab 
are better placed in fifth 
with five wins, including a 
morale-boosting 16-run vic-
tory over KKR earlier this 
month.

KKR's struggles this 
season have been under-
lined by inconsistent bat-
ting and underwhelming 
performances from senior 
players. Captain Ajinkya 
Rahane remains one of the 
few bright spots, scoring 
a fluent 50 in their recent 
39-run defeat to Gujarat 

Titans.
Young Angkrish Raghu-

vanshi has also impressed 
with 197 runs at a healthy 
strike rate, but constant 
changes in the batting 
order have unsettled the 
side.

Sunil Narine and Andre 
Russell — both central to 
KKR's past successes — have 
failed to deliver consistent-
ly, while the absence of 
solid middle-order partner-
ships has left the team vul-
nerable on slower tracks.

On the bowling front, 
the pace duo of Harshit 
Rana and Vaibhav Arora 

have shared 20 wickets 
between them, but have 
lacked support in pressure 
situations. The spin trio 
of Narine, Moeen Ali and 
Varun Chakaravarthy have 
offered some control, but 
haven't been able to turn 
games around.

Punjab, meanwhile, 
have been patchy but 
potent. Shreyas Iyer leads 
their batting charts with 
263 runs at a blazing strike 
rate of 185.21. Openers 
Priyansh Arya and Prabh-
simran Singh have shown 
glimpses of form, while 
Shashank Singh and Nehal 

Wadhera have added useful 
lower-order runs. However, 
questions remain over the 
lack of consistency and 
Josh Inglis’ minimal impact 
since replacing Glenn Max-
well.

With the ball, Arshdeep 
Singh has led the attack 
effectively, while Yuzven-
dra Chahal and Harpreet 
Brar are expected to thrive 
on the slow Eden wicket. 
Chahal, with nine wickets 
so far, will be key in the 
middle overs.

The Eden Gardens pitch 
has mostly favoured teams 
batting first this season, 
with three of four matches 
won by the side setting a 
target. Scores around 180-
190 are considered par on 
a surface that offers turn 
and grip for spinners under 
lights.

With the pressure 
mounting, KKR will need a 
complete performance to 
stay in contention, while 
Punjab will look to tighten 
their hold on a top-four 
finish.

Shastri predicts Australia's bowling attack 
for World Test Championship Final
AGENCIES
MUMBAI, APR 25 (UNI)

The former India coach 
Ravi Shastri has provided 
his thoughts on the fast 
bowlers Australia should 
select for the ICC World 
Test Championship Final 
against South Africa at 
Lord's.

The reigning World Test 
Championship winners 
enter the one-off Test in 
London with a wealth of 
riches in their pace bowl-
ing department, with skip-
per Pat Cummins, left-arm-
er Mitchell Starc and con-
sistent duo Josh Hazlewood 
and Scott Boland likely 
vying for three fast bowl-
ing berths in Australia's 
XI. The Aussies also have 
the option of including all-
rounder Beau Webster in 
their XI should they wish 
to have an extra bowling 
option.

Shastri discussed Aus-
tralia's selection dilemma 
with host Sanjana Gane-
san on the most recent 
episode of The ICC Review 
and the former India coach 
believes Hazlewood should 
get the nod alongside Cum-
mins, Starc and spinner 
Nathan Lyon should he 
prove his fitness ahead of 
the encounter.

“It will be a very tough 
choice, but if Hazelwood 
is fit, then he gets the nod 
ahead of Boland,“ Shastri 
told The ICC Review.

Hazlewood was ruled 
out of three out of the five 

Tests during the recent 
battle for the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy with 
India, and subsequently 
for Australia’s tour of Sri 
Lanka and the ICC Men’s 
Champions Trophy 2025 
earlier this year with calf 
issues.

However, the 34-year-
old has since returned to 
competitive cricket in the 
Indian Premier League 
and has looked in decent 
touch for Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru with 12 wick-
ets across his first eight 
matches.

While Shastri is a long-
time admirer of Boland, 
the former India coach 
believes the conditions at 
Lord's may be more suited 
to Hazlewood's line and 
length.

“If Hazlewood is fit to do 
that, he will definitely get 
the nod for two reasons. 
One, the English condi-
tions, two, Lord’s with the 
slope," he said.

“And the reason I say 
Lord’s slope is Hazlewood 

is most likened to Glenn 
McGrath," Shastri said.

“And you've got to just 
check Glenn McGrath's 
record at Lord’s, with the 
slope around and bowling 
from the Commentary Box 
end," he said.

One of the all-time 
greats, McGrath took 
26 wickets in three Test 
matches at Lord’s, with a 
best effort of 8/38 in the 
second Test of Australia’s 
Tour of England and Scot-
land in 1997.

“He (McGrath) could be 
lethal with the ball either 
seaming back or going 
away and from either 
end, to be honest and I 
think Hazlewood can do 
something similar with his 
height,” Shastri said, when 
comparing Hazlewood to 
former Australia seamer 
McGrath.

“The pitches aren't as 
quick as in Australia. So 
you need that extra bit of 
height and bounce, which 
he will get as opposed to 
Scott Boland, though I'm 

a big fan of Scott Boland," 
he said.

Boland has an impec-
cable record when play-
ing for Australia and, most 
notably, the 35-year-old 
featured in the World 
Test Championship Final 
against India in 2023 when 
he picked up five wickets 
across the two innings.

He produced a brilliant 
spell in the second innings 
with figures of 3/46, which 
included the key wickets of 
Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli 
and Ravindra Jadeja.

Boland also featured in 
Australia’s home triumph 
against India in 2024/25 
that ensured a second suc-
cessive World Test Cham-
pionship final appearance 
and Shastri suggested the 
Aussies may consider using 
an all pace attack against 
the Proteas.

“Ideally, you want to 
play all four (seamers) if 
you get half a chance and 
if there's a little more grass 
on the surface,” Shastri 
said.

Indian Women’s Hockey Team gear up 
for five-match series in Australia
AGENCIES
PERTH, APR 25 (UNI)

 After a month-long senior 
national training camp, 
the Indian Women’s 
Hockey Team is set for a 
challenging five-match 
tour of Australia from 
April 26 to May 4.

The tour begins with 
two matches against Aus-
tralia A on April 26 and 27, 
followed by three matches 
against the World No. 5 
Australian Senior Wom-
en’s Team on May 1, 3 and 
4 at the Perth Hockey Sta-
dium.

The Indian team last 
competed in the FIH 
Hockey Pro League 
(Women) at home, where 

they registered two wins 
and one shootout victory 
in a mixed campaign. They 
ended the tournament on 
a high, clinching a bonus 
point against World No. 1 
Netherlands in a thrilling 
shootout after a 2-2 draw 
across regulation time.

Hockey India has named 
a 26-member squad for 
the tour, with Salima Tete 
leading the side as Cap-
tain and Navneet Kaur 
as Vice-Captain. Rising 
drag-flicker Deepika, who 
impressed with three goals 
during the Pro League 

matches in February, will 
be keen to continue her 
form.

The tour also marks 
a milestone for veteran 
goalkeeper Savita, who 
recently completed 300 
international caps and 
continues to anchor the 
defence.

The squad includes five 
new faces – Jyoti Singh, 
Sujata Kujur, Ajmina 
Kujur, Pooja Yadav, and 
Mahima Tete – who could 
be making their senior 
team debuts in Australia. 
The exposure tour pres-
ents an opportunity for 
these young players to gain 
international experience 
and adapt to the intensity 
of top-level hockey.

Barca, Real 
Madrid renew 
rivalry in Copa 
del Rey final
AGENCIES
MADRID, APR 25 (UNI)

FC Barcelona and Real 
Madrid are set to clash in 
the Copa del Rey final at 
the Estadio de la Cartuja 
in Seville on Saturday 
night.

Hansi Flick's FC Barce-
lona side is aiming for a 
third victory against Real 
Madrid this season, fol-
lowing a 4-0 triumph at 
the Santiago Bernabeu in 
La Liga and a 5-2 victory 
in the Spanish Supercup 
final in Saudi Arabia in 
January.

Barcelona will be 
without three key play-
ers: top scorer Robert 
Lewandowski, side-
lined by a hamstring 
injury; left-back Alejan-
dro Balde, out due to a 
muscle problem; and 
midfielder Marc Casado, 
who has a long-term 
knee injury.

Goalkeeper Marc 
Andre ter Stegen, recov-
ering from a knee injury 
sustained at the sea-
son's start, is back in 
the squad, but Wojciech 
Szczesny is expected to 
continue in goal.

Srinagar, Saturday
26-April-2025
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