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Appropriate Time has Come for Restoration of Statehood:
CM Omar Abdullah Hopeful about Restoration Very Soon

Says Downgrading J&K to Union Territory has hit administrative accountability, efficiency

Adjournment motion on
Wagf Act ‘misplaced
action’: CM Omar

‘NChas moved Supreme Court, let’s wait for response’

Inaugurates vital Rohmoo

B HT News Network

Brldge over RomeShl SRINAGAR, APR 15: Terming the adjournment motion on
. . Wagf Act moved by the J&K legislators as “misplaced action”
]‘lvulet n Pulwama Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on Tuesday said that National

Conference has now approached the Supreme Court (SC) in
this regard.Talking to reporters here, Omar, according to the
news agency—said, “The adjournment motion brought by the
members was an inappropriate move as the motion is aimed
to contest the local government’s move. However, if resolution
would have been tabled differently, the outcome could have
been different.”

He said that the Speaker (Abdul Rahim Rather) made
everything clear on the last TURN ON.....PAGE 02

B HTNEWS NETWORK / AGENCIES

PULWAMA, APR 15: Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah on Tuesday said that downgrading Jammu and
Kashmir from a State to a Union Territory has sig-
nificantly hit the administrative accountability and
efficiency.Addressing a gathering afterinaugurating
abridge damaged in 2014 floods at Rohmoo, here in
South Kashmir, the Chief Minister, as per the news

dagency— TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Lieutenant Governor attends 'Himachal
Diwas' celebrations at Raj Bhawan

B HT News Network

B HT News Network

JAMMU, APR 15:: Chief Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, while chairing a
jointmeeting of Civiladministration

The Lieutenant Governor extend-

JAMMU, APRIL 15:Lieutenant
Governor Shri Manoj Sinha today
attended the celebration of 'Him-
achal Diwas', hosted by Jammu Kash-
mir Raj Bhawan at Jammu.

Security personnel, students and
the people of Himachal Pradesh living
in J&K UT were the special invitees
for the evening.

ed his felicitations and best wishes
tothe people of Himachal Pradesh on
the occasion.

“This Devbhoomi is blessed by
nature, rich spiritual and cultural
heritage and vibrant traditions. Ithas
alsoemerged asamajor hub for hydro-
power, and this sector is

TURN ON.....PAGE 02

and Security forces, remarked that
jointefforts by the Agriculture Pro-
duction Department, concerned

district administrations and secu-
rity forces should be made toencour-
age thefarmersto cultivate theland
patches between the fence and
International Border (IB).

The meeting, which was attend-

ed by Principal Secretary, APD;
Principal Secretary, Home Depart-
ment; IG, BSF; Deputy Commis-
sioner, Kathua/Jammu/Samba/
Poonch and Rajouri along with

other officers was called to discuss
different measures to help the farm-
ers to take-up these lands for culti-
vation.

TURN ON.....PAGE 02

TETERTIEA - saaatoneacases Amarnath Yatra 2025: Registration
Over 60 public librari orchestrating disruption
i | | cetrtig St commences, pllgrlmage to egm on july 3

9remain closed

SRINAGAR, APR 15: Amid efforts
to promote literacy and equitable
access to educational resources, out
of more than 70 publiclibraries across
Kashmir valley, approximately 63
libraries are functional, while 9 remain
closed — primarily due to non-avail-
ability of stafforlack of infrastructure,
reveals an official government docu-
ment.Data accessed by the news
agency—suggests the highest concen-
tration of functional libraries foundin
Srinagar district,

TURN ON.....PAGE 02

125 days and
Counting; Mystery
deepens over 17
unexplained deaths in
Rajouri’s Budhal

JAMMU, APRIL15: More than four
months (125 days) after the tragic
deaths of 17 individuals in Budhal
village, Rajouri, investigative agencies
across the country remain unable to
unravel the mystery. While normalcy
has returned to the village, the grief
oflosingloved oneslingers, and press-
ing questions about the incident

TURN ON.....PAGE 02

LG launches Dr. Suraj
Gupte’s Pediatric
Education Network
Portal

JAMMU APR 15: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Tuesday launched
the online portal of Pediatric Education
Network, a free-to-access digital plat-
form curated and developed by emi-
nent Pediatrician and Academician,
Dr Suraj Gupte.

The Lieutenant Governor congrat-
ulated Dr Suraj Gupte and everyone
associated with the initiative, which
aims to enhance Pediatric healthcare
educationand empower practitioners

Says (M ‘scripted” Assembly chaos
only to kill Waqf Bill

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 15: Peoples Con-
ference (PC) Presidentand Handwara
MLA Sajad Gani Lone on Monday
accused ChiefMinister Omar Abdul-
lah and National Conference (NC)
legislators of deliberately derailing
the Assembly’s discussion on the

TURN ON.....PAGE 02
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JAMMU, APR 15: Registrations for the
upcoming annual Amarnath Yatra com-
menced on Tuesday as hundreds of devotees
thronged to designated bank branches to get
registration forms.

Registrations for the yatra, according to
the news agency—can be done at over 540
authorized bank branches across the country
including Punjab National Bank (316 branch-
es), Jammu and Kashmir Bank (90 branches),
Yes Bank(37 branches),and State Bank of India
(97 branches) and designated centers such as

Panchayat Bhawan, Vaishnavi Dham, and
Mahajan Hall in Jammu.
The pilgrims can also register online via

the Shri Amarnathjl Shrine Board website,
jksasb.nic.in.

As per Shri Amarnath Shrine Board officials
registrationis mandatory forall pilgrims,and
aCompulsory Health Certificate (CHC), issued
by anauthorised medical body, is required to
confirm fitness for the high-altitude trek.
“Only about 15000 yatris will be allowed per
day.Theregistration fee for each pilgrimisRs
220.ARadio Frequency Identification, or RFID
card, is mandatory for all pilgrims,” official
said, as per KNO.

The Yatra is scheduled to begin on July 3,

TURN ON.....PAGE 02

IGP Kashmir chairs hlgh level security review meeting

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 15: Inspec-
tor General of Police (IGP) Kash-
mir Zone, V. K. Birdi Tuesday
chaired a high-level joint secu-
rity review meeting at Police
Control Room, Kashmir, toassess
preparedness for upcoming
events and to ensure seamless
coordination among various
security agencies.

The meeting was attended
by senior officers from multiple
forces, including IG BSF, IG KOS
CRPF, IG CRPF Srinagar Sector,
DIG CKR, DIG ITBP, DIG CRPF

North, DIG SSB, DIG RPF, DIG BSF,
DIG South CRPF, as well as SSPs
from Srinagar, Railways, Bud-
gam, APCR, Traffic City, CID CIK,
Security,and SDRFKashmir. Also

present were Col GoS (IS 15
Corps), DCSB, SP Cargo, SP Tele-
communication Kashmir, and
AD IB Srinagar. DIGs of SKR and
NKR, along withall District SSPs
of the Kashmir Zone, partici-
pated virtually, a spokesman
saidinastatementissued tothe
news agency—During the ses-
sion, IGP Kashmir V K Birdi
underscored the need for height-
ened vigilancein view of poten-
tial threatsand directed officers
to strengthen intelligence net-
works, secure vulnerable points,
and maintain effective area
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Ruhullah Mehdi Feels Isolated Within NC After
Supporting Student Protest Over Reservation Policy

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR:-Srinagar MP and Nation-
al Conference leader Aga Ruhullah
Mehdi has revealed growing distance
between him and his party following
his support for student protests against
the new reservation policy in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Speaking during a Twitter Space
interaction, Ruhullah expressed frustra-
tion over what he described as a “com-
munication breakdown” with the
party leadership. “Earlier, my views
were not only welcomed but shaped

partydirection. That changed after the
Assembly elections,” he said.
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Over 6.7 lakh visitors throng Tulip Garden in 20 days
Record-breaking footfall boosts tourism, livelihoods,
elevates garden’s status as premier spring attraction

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Apr 15: The
Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip
Garden in Srinagar has wit-
nessed an unprecedented
tourist surge this spring, wel-
coming a record-breaking
6,71,926 visitors in just 20
days since it opened on
March 26,2025.Thisremark-
able number marks the
highest-ever footfall in the

overlooking the tranquil Dal
Lake, the gardenis currently
home to a breathtaking 1.7
million tulips in full bloom,
transforming the landscape
into a vibrant mosaic of red,
yellow, pink, purple and
white.

According to details
obtained by the news agen-
cy—, the ongoing Tulip Show
hasdrawnaneclecticcrowd
this year, including 27,810

‘Power sector second
highest revenue
contributor for JK

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 15: In the past four years, Jammu
and Kashmir Power Development Department has
become the second highest revenue contributor for the
government.

The department in this period has witnessed a 67
percent increase in revenue generation.

According to the official figures available with the
news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), since
Financial Year 2022, amongst the major revenue con-
tributors, the power development department has
become the second highest revenue contributor with

Located on the foothills
of the Zabarwan Range and

locals, 3,91,918 domestic
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

India’s most sought-after
spring attractions.

arden’s history, firml
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said that dedicating this bridge to the
people 11 years after getting damaged in
floods was just a beginning and many more
works are to be done in the five years.

He highlighted the stark contrastbetween
functioning as a Chief Minister of a State and
that of a Union Territory.

Reflecting on his tenure as the Chief Min-
ister of Jammu and Kashmir when it was a
state, he said, “Back then, if directed officials
to execute a task, they would come up with
ten different ways to get it done. But now,
under the Union Territory setup, the same
officials find ten different excuses to avoid
doing that very task.”

He said in the first instance, the govern-
mentbroughtaresolution toreject the August
5, 2019 decision and also demanded its res-
torationinthe first Assembly Session, adding
thatinthe first cabinet meeting; aresolution
was passed and handed over to the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi by him personally.

However, he said that some people are
unhappy with it by saying that statehood is
not our goal. “When have we claimed that
statehoodisour goal?Itisjustaway toachieve
our goal. We will have to reach our goal by
following stepsand thus statehood restoration
is a big way for it,” he added.

The Chief Minister said that they are of
the belief that the apt time has come for its
restoration as six months have already elapsed
since the elections were held in Jammu and
Kashmir. “During the recent visit of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah to Jammu and
Kashmir, Ihad adetailed discussion with him.
I am hopeful that the statehood would be
restored soon,” he said.

Assuring people of his commitment to
local rights, Omar promised that his party
would introduce legislation ensuring that
jobs are reserved exclusively for the local
youth.

The Chief Minister referred to Himachal
Pradesh, where a law mandates that 70% of
jobsinprivate industries be reserved forlocal
residents.

He questioned why a similar provision
cannotbeimplemented inJammuand Kash-
mir. “If our neighboring state can safeguard
employment opportunities for its people,
why should Jammu and Kashmir be any dif-
ferent?” he asked.

He also asserted that only the people of
Jammu and Kashmir should have ownership
and control over their natural resources,
including minerals.

Speakingabout the promises made during
the election campaign, Omar claimed that
several of them have already been fulfilled.
These include the provision of free electric-
ity and ration for the economically weaker
sections and the introduction of free bus
travel for women. “People will not have to
wait for five years to see our promises mate-
rialize. We are determined to fulfill each one
of them in a short span,” he assured—

WAQFACT

day of the session. “Our party has now
approached the Supreme Courtinthisregard
and let’s wait for the court’s response,” he
said, as per KNO.

On statehood, Omar said, “Statehood is
not our end goal, but it is an essential step to
achieve our larger objectives. Without the
restoration of statehood, we cannot move
forward.”

He reiterated his party’s stance on the
constitutional changes made on August 5,
2019, stating, “We have already passed a
resolution declaring those changes as uncon-
stitutional,and we will continue our struggle
toreverse them.”—

cs

During the meeting, the Chief Secretary
impressed upon the concerned to encourage
the farmers to cultivate all the arable land
between the fence and International Border.
He maintained thatirrespective of the status
of such lands these should be put to produc-
tive use to add to our local food basket.

He further made out that these farmers
should be facilitated by the Agriculture
Department besides given assurances by the
security forces about their security. He called
upon them to give suitable advice to the
farmers about the kind of food or fodder to
be sown.

He also called for extending all the pos-
sible assistance to these farmers so that all
such fallowlands come into production from
the next sowing season.He further directed
the senior officers from Agriculture Depart-
menttovisit these districts to take cognizance
of the issues and resolve them on the spotin
consultation with the districtadministration
and the security forces guarding the border
there.

In his remarks, Principal Secretary, APD,
Shailendra Kumar made out that the Depart-
mentis ready to provide the necessary hand-
holding to the farmers for cultivating these
lands. He further advised the Deputy Com-
missioners to do the prior ground work on
the instant issue so that the obstacles are
ironed out on the spot on the day of inspec-
tion.

On the occasion, a detailed assessment of

®© 00 ©

land use between the International Border
(IB)and the Border Security Fence was given
by thelG, BSF.He also flagged some demands
ofthe locals for successful cultivation of these
lands besides giving assurance on partofthe
forces that they would extend full cooperation
to the locals for making productive use of
these lands here in the UT.

LG

significantly contributing to its local
economy. I pray that the aspirations of the
people of this state are fulfilled and Him-
achal keeps strengthening the nation's
growth,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor emphasised the
need to increase the Cultural exchanges
between the States and Union Territories. He
said, the cross-cultural engagement pro-
grammes can strengthen India by fostering
mutual understanding, breaking down bar-
riers, and building social cohesion.

The Lieutenant Governor highlighted that
when people from different states and regions
share traditions, food and art, they reduce
the division and bridge the gaps.

“Cultural exchanges between the States
and UTs under Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat
can also spur economic benefits. The local
festivals will attract tourists and cross-state
collaborations will help in curating mega
festivals and also boost community pride and
local economies,” the Lieutenant Governor
said.

The Lieutenant Governor paid homage to
General Zorawar Singh, the great warrior and
military strategist. He also recalled the sig-
nificant contributions of army bravehearts
and prominent luminaries from Himachal
Pradesh.

Onthe occasion, the Lieutenant Governor
released an Activity Calendar of Jammu &
Kashmir Academy of Art, Culture and Lan-
guages.

YATRA

2025 from the Pahalgam track in the
Anantnag district and the Baltal route in the
Ganderbal district, and will conclude on
August 9, 2025, spanning 38 days, aligning
with the auspicious occasion of Shravan
Purnima (Raksha Bandhan).

The dates for the yatra were announced
by Lieutenant Governor Manoj SinhaonMarch
5 during the 48th Board meeting of the Shri
Amarnath Ji Shrine Board (SASB) at Raj Bha-
wan.

Theboard proposed various measures and
interventions to furtherimprove the facilities
and services for the devotees.

Considering the likely increased inflow of
pilgrims for Amarnath Yatra-2025, the meet-
ing discussed measures for enhancing lodg-
ment capacity at centres in Jammu, Srinagar,
and other locations, operationalising Yatri
facilitation centres for e-KYC, issuing RFID
cards,and on-spotregistration of pilgrims at
a number of locations, including Nowgam
and Katra Railway Stations.

These facilities must also be suitably
enhanced at Baltal, Pahalgam, Nunwan, and
Pantha Chowk Srinagar, as per the require-
ments.

Reviewing the progress achieved on var-
ious ongoing works undertaken by the line
departments, the LG stressed the need to
ensure adequate arrangements and requisite
amenities atvariouslocationsenroute tothe
Yatra.

Key Details

Registration Start Date: April 15, 2025

Yatra Duration: July 3, 2025, to August 9,
2025

Routes: Pilgrims can undertake the jour-
ney via two routes:

Pahalgam Route (48 km, Anantnagdistrict,
traditional and longer route)

Baltal Route (14 km, Ganderbal district,
shorter but steeper)

Daily Pilgrim Limit: Approximately 15,000
pilgrims per day (7,500 per route, including
those traveling by helicopter and trekking).

Eligibility:

Pilgrims aged between 13 and 70 years
are eligible.

Pregnant women beyond six weeks are
not permitted.

Mandatory Requirements:

Compulsory Health Certificate (CHC)
issued onorafter April 15,2025, by authorized
doctors/institutions. Valid government-issued
ID proof (e.g., Aadhaar, Passport, Voter ID).

Enhanced Facilities for 2025

The Jammu and Kashmir administration,
in collaboration with SASB, is committed to
ensuring a seamless and secure pilgrimage:

Improved Infrastructure: Upgraded
accommodation, langar services, medical
facilities,and telecom connectivity alongboth
routes.

Digital Payment System: Introduction of
a prepaid digital system for hiring ponies,
porters, and palkis.

Security Measures: Enhanced security
with drone surveillance, mine-proofvehicles,
and rigorous checks at base camps.

Free Battery Car Service: Available on the
Baltal-Domel stretch for accessibility.

Live Aarti Telecast: Morning and evening
aarti from the Holy Cave will be broadcast
live for devotees worldwide via the SASB
website and app—

SAJAD LONE

Waqf Bill.Lone said the disruption was
scripted to prevent the passage of aresolution
that would have held political significance
for Muslims in India.

In a detailed post on X, Lone, as per the
news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO),
referred to the recent remarks made by the
Chief Minister, who had said the Assembly
members committed a mistake by filing the
Wadf Bill discussion under an adjournment
motion instead of a government resolution.

“The Speaker may have allowed the discus-
sion on the Waqf Bill, but unfortunately our
members committed a mistake by filing it as
anadjournment motion,” Omar Abdullah had
said during a public address in Pulwama.

Responding to this, Lone wrote that he
had already pointed out the same proce-
dural error on April 7, the day the National
Conference members began their protest in
the Assembly. “What CM sahib has said today,
I had already tweeted on April 7. And for
saying the same, the NC members used all
possible political pejoratives against me,” he
wrote.

Lone accused the ruling party of showing
political nonchalance toward the Waqf Bill
and called it a “criminal” act. He questioned
the conduct of over 50 NClegislators who, he
said, disrupted the Assembly proceedings for
three consecutive days.

“Are you telling us that collectively the
Speaker, the Chief Minister, and all NC legis-
lators and lawyers could not notice for three
daysthat they were making a mistake?” Lone
wrote. “Are you telling us that the collective
1Q of your legislators is such that a glaring
mistake staring at their faces for three days
was unnoticeable by them?”

He alleged that the Assembly protest was
not a mistake but a deliberate move by the
ruling party to block a resolution. “This was
your script. The whole song and dance per-
formance was orchestrated by you. You did
notwantaresolution from the J& K Assembly,”
he said.

Lone said a resolution from Jammu and
Kashmirwould have carried weight and sent
astrong message, but the government ensured
that no such opportunity was allowed. “You
were not interested in passing the resolution
and did not allow the tiny opposition to even
make a statement,” he said.

He also questioned the Chief Minister’s
absence during the days of disruption. “Where
were you for three days? I know for some
time youwere in the Tulip Garden,” he wrote.

Lone demanded an apology from the Chief
Minister and called for anemergency one-day
session of the Assembly—

IGP

domination.

He further emphasized intensified patrol-
ling, enhanced visibility at key locations,and
strict adherence to established Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs).

Highlighting the importance of synergy
among all security and intelligence wings,
IGP Kashmir called for robust inter-agency
coordination and comprehensive emergency
preparedness.

Concluding the meeting, he reiterated the
need for unified and proactive efforts to
ensure the safe and smooth conduct of high-
profile events across UT—

AGA

The shift,according to him,became evident
after he stood in solidarity with students
protesting outside ChiefMinister Omar Abdul-
lah'sresidence last December. The demonstra-
tion, which was peaceful in nature, opposed
changes to the reservation structure that
drastically reduced the open merit quota.

“I didn’t call for that protest,” Ruhullah
clarified. “It was a gathering of students
concerned about their future.Iwent there to
listen and lend my voice, not to lead a rebel-
lion. If that is now considered betrayal, so be
it.”

He accused some within the party of
painting his participation as disruptive, a
label he firmly rejects. “It was never about
disrupting governance. It was about standing
with the youth who felt unheard,” he said.

Since then,Ruhullah claims, the party has
gradually distanced itself from him. “From
being asked to contest parliamentary elec-
tions, to having my ideas dismissed alto-
gether — the change has been stark,” he
noted.

Despite feeling side-lined, Ruhullah said
he chose not to openly protest the party’s
decisions, understanding its need to engage
diplomatically with the central government.
“Ididn’t want anyone to say thatIspoiled the
chance of restoring statehood. That’s why I
stayed quiet,” he explained.

But the silence has come ata personal cost.
“I feel consumed by this moral responsibility
Icarry formy people.Iwant tospeak for them,
work for them — within or outside the party.
But the space to do that is shrinking.”

Ruhullah dismissed claims that hisactions
were politically motivated. “Some say [ am
acting outascript. Butlamaccountable only
to my conscience — and to God,” he said
firmly.

POWER

revenue generation.

The official documents further reveal that
till November 2024, transmission and distri-
bution capacity of 32,762.49 MVA with elec-
triclinelength of 1,66,633.44 Circuit Kilome-
ter (Ckm) has been established by the
Government. Transmission and Distribution
capacity has increased by more than 35%
during the last five years.

“Over the span from 2020-21 to 2023-24,
Jammu and Kashmir saw a steady increase
in electricity consumption per capita, rising
from 1,322 KWHTr to 1,532 KWHTr,” it reads.

It further said that this trend was reflect-
ing a growing demand for power amidst a
population increase from 13.41 million to
13.70 million, with units purchased/consumed
escalating from 17,721.76 million to 20,985.70
million units over the period.

The documents further reveal that the
renewable energy sector in J&Kis advancing
significantly with a focus on solar and small
hydro power projects.

“JaKEDA has allocated 35 Mini Hydel Proj-
ects (MHPs) with a capacity of 103.05 MW
under Independent Power Producer (IPP)
mode, already commissioning projects like
5 MW SHP Bultikulan and 3.75 MW SHP
Khari,” it reads.

The documents further said that infra-
structure development has been a key focus,
withsignificant progressin power generation,
connectivity, and urban development. “The
doubling of hydel-power generation capac-
ity and on-going road and rail projects are
expectedto furtherbolster theregion'sinfra-
structure and connectivity.”

“4,635 Government buildings and 4,000
households covered under Rooftop solar
energy plants with capacity of 19.35 MW.
Rooftop Solar Power Plants with a capacity
of 8.5 MW have been installed for 300 ben-
eficiaries,” it reads—

TULIP

tourists and 2,198 international visitors.

The surge infootfall is historic when com-
pared to previous years. In both 2022 and
2023, the garden saw 3.65 lakh visitors, and
in 2024, the number rose to 4.45 lakh. How-
ever, thisyear’s figure has already soared past
6.711akh,and with several days of the season
still remaining, the final tally is expected to
climb even higher.

A senior official from the Jammu and
Kashmir Tourism Department, speaking to
KNO, described the record turnoutas a major
success for the region’s tourism sector. “The
tulip bloom has become one of the leading
springtime attractions in the country. This
record-breaking response shows the growing
confidence of tourists in Kashmir as a safe
and scenic destination,” he said.

Visitors have been effusive in their praise
ofthe garden’s beauty. Sandeep, a tourist from
Gujarat, said, “Thisis my first visit to Kashmir,
and I am simply mesmerised. I have never
seensucha colourful display of flowersinmy
life. The experience is beyond words.”

Atraveller from the United Kingdom said.
“The natural beauty of the Tulip Garden,
combined with the warm hospitality of Kash-
mir, makes this a must-visit place for any
traveller."

The record visitor turnout has brought
economic cheer to the local community.

Ilyas Ahad, who runs an ice cream stall
outside the garden, said business has been
booming. “This has been the best season in
years. On some days, I sold out all my stock
before evening. The rush has given us all a
new hope,” he said.

As the tulip season continues, there is
optimism in the air—not just among tourists
marvelling at the bloom, but among local
businesses and officials who see thisasasign
of Kashmir’s growing popularity as a peace-
ful and picturesque tourist destination—

LABRAIES

whichboastsatleast 13 operationallibrar-
ies,including prestigious institutions like SPS
Central Library, City Central Library,and Gani
Memorial Library.

In other districts with a strong functional
presence include Baramulla with 12 out of 17
libraries functional, 8 out of 9 libraries func-
tional in Budgam, 5 out of 7 libraries func-
tional in Kupwara, 6 in Anantnag, 5 in Ban-
dipora, 4 in Pulwama, 2 in Kulgam and
Ganderbal each and 1 in Shopian.

However, onthe flip side, 9libraries across
districts like Baramulla, Kupwara, Budgam
and Srinagar are marked “Closed”. Baram-
ullaleads with the highest number of closed
libraries (5), followed by Kupwara (2), and
with closures mostly attributed to staff short-
ages and accommodation issues.

Those closed include, Tehsil Library Zadibal
(Srinagar), border Block Delina, Kunzar, Tuj-
jar Sharief, Pahliporaand Wagoorain Baram-
ullawhile Tanghdar, Kandi Karnahin Kupwara
and Khansahab in Budgam.

Thereport further mentions that propos-
als are underway to upgrade Tehsil Libraries
of Shopian, Ganderbal, Kulgam, and Bandi-
pora to District Library status, indicating
efforts todecentralize and strengthenlibrary
infrastructure.

The government hasalsoinitiated adraft-

ing committee for comprehensive library
legislation in J&K to address issues such as
funding, staffing, networking, infrastructure,
and promotion of a reading culture.

Meanwhile, frequent usersand locals paint
a different picture. 'Many of these libraries’,
they say,areinastate of neglect,lackingbasic
facilities —specifically a library in Sopore
town, visitors complain of poor upkeep, low
footfall, and almost no public outreach.

“The library has potential, but the collec-
tionisoutdated and internetaccessis unreli-
able.Itdoesn’t match today’sacademic needs,”
said Adil Ahmad, a postgraduate student from
Sopore—

RAJOURI

remain unanswered.

As per the news agency— the victims,
mostlyinnocent children, are believed to have
been poisoned, but key details—such as the
source of the toxin and where the children
were brought from—continue to evade author-
ities. The people of Budhal and the wider state
are demanding answers, waiting for clarity
on these suspicious deaths.

Health Minister Sakina Itoo informed the
Assembly that hundreds of samples from
Budhal were sent to reputed laboratories
across the country, revealing traces of differ-
ent pesticides. However, the Central Forensic
Science Laboratory (CFSL) in Chandigarh
detected chlorfenapyr, a toxic pesticide, in
the viscera of all 17 deceased, confirming
poisoning as the cause of death.

Despite this critical finding, the case
remains unresolved. The Assembly saw
demands fora Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) probe, but the Health Minister argued
thatsomereports were still pending and that
theinvestigation was progressinginthe "right
direction.”

With no concrete results even after four
months, frustrationis mountingamonglocals
and officials alike. A police officer connected
to the case stated, "The investigation is still
ongoing," but provided no further updates.

The deaths were reported between Dec 7
lastyearandJan 19.Villagerslinked the deaths
to a wedding feast on Dec 2, last year. Since
then, Budhal faced a row of funerals. The
deceased belonged to the families of Fazal
Hussain, Mohammad Aslam and Mohammad
Rafiq.

The government also had to ban social
gatherings in the hamlet which is located
57km from main Rajouri town—

PORTAL

, medical professionals, students, and
institutions with credible and up-to-date
resources.

PediatricEducation Networkis acompre-
hensive, user-friendly portal designed to serve
as a centralized hub for the knowledge of
child health. It features a wealth of resources
including lectures, clinical guidelines, case
studies, interactive modules, and expert
insights— a ‘free to access’ feature for all
medical professionals, students, and institu-
tions. The portal https://drsurajgupte.com/
seeks to bridge geographical and academic
gaps in Pediatric education.

The launch ceremony at Raj Bhawan was
attended by several leading healthcare profes-
sionals, former Professors, senior Pediatricians
and prominent citizens including Dr Sanjeev
KDigra; Dr Ashok Gupta, Dr Ghanshyam Saini,
Dr Sunil Dutt Sharma, Dr Kewal Samnotra
and Dr Gotam Goel; Rakesh Gupta, former
President CCI Jammu; and Subhash Gupte,
Shamma Bakshi, Rajendra Gupte and Robin
Bakshi - members of Pediatric Education
Network Foundation—

Shopian residents demand
maternity hospital atold
fruitmandissite

Shopian, Apr 15 (: The residents of South
Kashmir's Shopian district here have urged
the government to establish a dedicated
maternity hospital at the old fruit mandi site
in Arhama.

Citing alack ofadequate maternal health-
care facilities, the locals told the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer (KNO)that hard-
ships are faced by expecting mothers, who
often have to be rushed to Srinagar even for
minor complications due to the absence of
proper infrastructure in the district.

They said that referral on minor issues
oftenraise questions on the credibility of the
doctors, who often are forced to refer patients
in absence of proper facilities.

Thelocalssaid thatthereisanurgent need
for a specialized facility to ensure safe deliv-
eries and comprehensive prenatal and post-
natal care.“With the increasing population
and rising demand for maternity services,
the existing healthcare infrastructureis fall-
ing short,” said Junaid Ahmad, alocalresident.

He said that the now-vacant old fruit
mandi site, which was shifted to Aglar two
years before, offers ample space for such a
facility. “We have already submitted amem-
orandum to the government. The site is
ideal and readily available for immediate
development,” said Mitha Gatoo, alocal social
activist.
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Sakeena Itoo reviews traffic regulations
across J&K; emphasises enhanced safety
of college, school going students

[ | HT News Network

Srinagar,JAMMU, APRIL 15: Minister
for Health and Medical Education,
Social Welfare and Education, Sakee-
na Itoo, today chaired a meeting at
Civil Secretariat toreview the exist-
ing traffic regulations for enhanced
safety and security of school and
college going students of Jammuand
Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Education,
Shantamanu; Secretary Health and
Medical Education, Dr. Syed Abid
Rasheed Shah; Secretary Transport
department, Niraj Kumar; DIG Traf-
fic Jammu Zone, Special Secretary
School Education department, Trans-
port Commissioner, Director Col-
leges, Director School Education
Kashmir/Jammu, RTO Kashmir/
Jammu, Chief Education Officers of
all districts, ARTOs and other con-
cerned officers, either in person or
through video conferencing.
During the meeting, the Minister
assessed several aspects of traffic
regulations like validity of driving
licenses, fitness certificates and
documents of college and school
buses, curbing overloading and
installation of CCTVs and Fire safety
tools in college and school buses
besides other measures to enhance
safety protocols for the students.
Speaking during the meeting, Sakee-
na Itoo passed on strict directions
forinstallation of CCTVsinall school
busesincluding private buses trans-
porting school children. She empha-
sized onthe need for stricter enforce-
ment of traffic laws, enhanced
coordination among schools, trans-
port and police departments for
effective implementation of road
safety regulations.

“Itis our collective responsibility to
createasafeand secure environment
for the school and college going stu-

dents”, Sakeena stated.

Expressing displeasure over rising
road accidents, the Minister called
upon transport and police depart-
ments to launch effective drives
againstover speeding, drunkendriv-
ingaswellaslicence violations with
special focus on college and school
going students. She further asked
themto keep through check onstunt
biking and rash driving among
youngsters and juveniles and make
their parents fully responsible for
such incidents.

The Minister also called upon both
the departments for strict imple-
mentation of ‘no helmetno fuelrule’.
She asked them to constitute joint
checking squads to ascertain its on
ground implementation.

While reviewing other safety regu-
lations, Sakeenaltoo emphasized on
routine checking of all college and
school buses in terms of fitness and
other aspects to maintain safety
protocols for students.

The Minister also directed the ACS
Education to conduct an in-depth
departmental enquiry regarding the
recent Handwara College Bus acci-
dent. She further asked the Director
Colleges to conduct fresh driving test
of all college bus drivers.
SakeenaItoo further called uponall
the stakeholders like health, educa-
tion, transport and police depart-
ments to work in tandem and orga-

nise regular safety drills and
awareness programmes regarding
road safety protocols.

Meanwhile, the Minister during the
meeting,alsoassessed the SOPsand
protocols for conduct of picnics by
schools and colleges. She passed on
strictdirections to enforce complete
ban on picnics by schools and col-
leges on Saturdays, Sundays and
Holidays.

The Minister directed the officers
that Higher Secondary schools and
High Schools withinadistrict should
seek prior permission from the con-
cerned Chief Education Officer, who
shall make a proper list as per the
applicationsreceived and grant per-
missions accordingly. She added that
the Middle Schools and below should
seek permission from respective
ZEOs who shall inform the CEO so
that the schools can be allowed for
picnics in hassle free manner.

The Minister further directed the
officers that the schools who intend
togo for picnicslocated outside their
districts, need to seek prior permis-
sion from the concerned Director of
School Education, who shall allow
them after checking the influx of
visitors at these locations.

She also asked the Director colleges
to establish a mechanism for grant-
ing permission to colleges regarding
picnics.

Agriculture Deptt organises ‘Buyer-
Seller meet’ at IIKSTC Dussu Pampore

MLA Pampore, Retd. Justice Hasnain Masoodi inaugurates event

[ | HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APRIL 15:
Agriculture Department
Kashmir today organised
amega Buyer-Seller meet
at India International
Kashmir Saffron Trading
Centre (IIKSTC) Dusoo
Pampore.
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Later, the MLA Pampore
inspected the stalls estab-
lished by different sellers.
Earlier, Joint Director Agri-
culture Extension, Sartaj
Ahmad Shah highlighted
the different dimensions
of today's program.
Later, a series of interac-
tions were held between
buyers and sellers.
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DSEK, SBI distribute bicycles among students
Initiative aimed to encourage deserving
students to do better in future: DSEK

[ | HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APRIL 15: Under Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility (CSR), State
Bank of India and Directorate of
School Education Kashmir today
distributed free bicycles to meritori-
ous students from different districts
of Kashmir Division, who have
excelled in the academics or sports
belonging to economically weaker
sections.

Thedistribution of bicycles was held
in a function, held today at Girls
Higher Secondary School Kothibagh
Srinagar where Director School Edu-
cation Kashmir (DSEK), Dr. G.N. Itoo
was present as the chief guest.

Speaking on the occasion, Director
School Education said that the
Department will continue its efforts
at all levels to provide various facil-
ities to all the students across the

Kashmir division.

Director was accompanied by Joint
Director Central, Syed Shabir Ahmad
and other officers from State Bank
of India.

DC Srinagar reviews implementation
of AMRUT 2.0 Water Supply prolects

[ | HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APRIL 15: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar, Dr Bilal
Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat Tuesday chaired
ameeting at DC Office Complex, here
to review the implementation of
AMRUT 2.0 water supply projectsin
the district.

DCheld detailed discussions on the
progress of various approved
schemes under AMRUT 2.0, high-
lighting key developments and chal-
lenges. He also took a detailed proj-
ectwiseand component wise review
of all the schemes.

At the outset, DC highlighted the
significance of AMRUT 2.0. He said
thatthe schemeisaimed toprioritize
ensuring water security for urban
areas by promoting water conserva-
tion, reuse of treated wastewater,
and rejuvenation of water bodies.
Dr Bilal stressed the Officers to
redouble the efforts to ensure time-
ly completion of all projects so that
people are benefited from the
scheme.

Ontheoccasion, Executive Engineer
Water Works Division Srinagar
through a detailed powerpoint pre-
sentation highlighted the progress
of different projects under the
scheme.

The chair was informed that a total
number of 20 projects have been
approved for Srinagar City, out of

which 18 projectshave beentendered
and allotted.He was also informed
that a total of 14 Over Head Tanks
are under execution for improving
the service levels. Besides, two Water
Treatment Plants of 4.1 MGD capac-
ity are also being taken up.

It was given out that one Activated
Carbon Chamber of 7 MGD Capacity
under AMRUT 2.0isin progress that
shalladdress theissues of odourand
color issues in the raw water.
Duringthe meeting, DCalsoreviewed
the project for laying ‘Raw Water
Conductor from Preng to Rangil’
which shall augment the water sup-
ply of Srinagar City by 25 MGD.
The DC was further informed that
with the execution of AMRUT 2.0
Programme, Srinagar City shall be
self-sufficient to address water

demand up to year 2040.

Besides, Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz; Chief
Planning Officer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar
and Assistant Commissioner Reve-
nue, Umar Gulzar, the meeting was
attended by Executive Engineers of
Water Works Division, Water Supply
Master Plan Division, FA/CAO Sri-
nagar Municipal Corporation and
other concerned Officers.uring the
meeting, DCalso reviewed the proj-
ectforlaying ‘Raw Water Conductor
from Preng to Rangil’ which shall
augment the water supply of Srinagar
City by 25 MGD.

The DC was further informed that
with the execution of AMRUT 2.0
Programme, Srinagar City shall be
self-sufficient to address water
demand up to year 2040.

Waqf Amendment Act: Govt singling
out Muslims, says NC’s Tanvir Sadiq

The programwasinaugu-
rated by member of Leg-
islative Assembly (MLA)
Pampore, Retd. Justice
Hasnain Masoodi, who
was also the chief guest at
the event.

Addressing the inaugural
session, MLA Pampore
reiterated the govern-
ment's commitment for
uplifting the agriculture
sector of Jammuand Kash-
mir.

He said the buyer-seller

meet would be an impor-
tantstep towardsboosting
localagriculture,econom-
icgrowthandaccesstothe
national and international
markets.

Masoodi underlined the
importance of collective
efforts for the promotion
of saffroncropinthearea.
He emphasized that the
Pampore area holds
immense potential in the
saffron sector, and urged
participants to fully capi-

talize onthe opportunities
in this sector to drive eco-
nomicdevelopmentinthe
region.

He underscored the
importance of promoting
regional products,expand-
ing market access and
contributing to the eco-
nomic development of J&K.
He said the buyer-seller
meet would prove an
important step towards
boostinglocal agriculture
businessin Pampore areas.

Director Agriculture Kash-
mir, MIlyas Khateeb; Gen-
eral Manager JKTPO Er.,
Dawood Wani; Chief Agri-
culture Officer Pulwama,
MIgbalKhan; Information
Officer, representatives
from APEADA and Spice
Board of India graced the
occasionby their presence.
A number of buyers from
different states also par-
ticipated in the meet
through virtual mode.

UTRC convenes 2nd quarterly meeting to discuss
cases of Under Trial Prisoners in Srinagar

[ | HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APRIL15: Dis-
trict Legal Services Author-
ity (DLSA) Srinagar, under
the aegis of the Jammu &
Kashmir Legal Services
Authority, convened its
2nd quarterly Under Trial
Review Committee (UTRC)
meeting on Tuesday at
District Court, Srinagar.

The meeting was attended
by Sajad Ur Rehman, Sub-
Judge/Secretary, DLSA

®© 00 ©

Srinagar; Mir Imtiyaz-ul-
Aziz, Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC) Sri-
nagar; Umer Shah, SP
Headquarter Srinagar;
Dysp Central Jail Srinagar,
Sr. Public Prosecutor, Dis-
trict Court Srinagar; Senior
Medical Officer, Central
JailSrinagar; Deputy Chief
Legal Aid Defense Counsel
and Assistant Legal Aid
Defence Counsel, Srinagar.
The meeting was chaired
by Tasleem Arief, Principal
District & Sessions Judge

(Chairman, DLSA)Srinagar,
and brought together key
stakeholders fromthe judi-
ciary, police, administra-
tion, and medical frater-
nity to address the
significant issue of ensur-
ing fair and expedited tri-
als for under trial prison-
ers.This collaborative
forum underscores the
importance of acollective
approach in safeguarding
the rights of individuals
awaiting trial.

During the meeting, the

committee meticulously
reviewed 09 cases involv-
ing under trial prisoners.
Each case was examined
thoroughly through
detailed discussions and
deliberations, with the
objective of understanding
the specific circumstanc-
es of the individuals con-
cerned. The committee
subsequently formulated
the recommendations
aimed at expediting the
judicial process, thereby
upholding the principles.

'Act part of larger plan started under Mufti Sayeed's tenure; BJP-PDP equally responsible for J&K crisis since 2014

[ | HT News Network

Srinagar, April 15: Nation-
al Conference (NC) Chief
Spokesperson and MLA
Tanvir Sadiq on Monday
said the ongoing reforms
in Wagqf properties are
aimed at targeting Mus-
lims and questioned why
similar measures are not
applied to other communi-
ties.

Speaking to the media,
Sadiq said the reforms
were part of a larger plan
that began under the late
Mufti Muhammad Say-
eed’sgovernmentand have
since been used to bring
Waqf properties under
government control.
Sadiq alleged that the
transformation of the
WaqgfBoardintoagovern-
ment-controlled body
began in 2003 during
Mufti Sayeed’s tenure,
which he said, marked the
beginning of systematic
interference in the reli-
gious institutions.

He said that traditionally,
local people managed
Wadf affairs, but now the
government officials can

decide ownership of
shrines, mosques and
graveyards due to lack of
documentation.

He said Waqf is a matter
of community trust, cre-
ated through voluntary
contributions, and should
be safeguarded from state
interference. “Only Mus-
lims can manage it. No
government has the right
to take away what was
given for the welfare of the
community,” he said.
Sadiq said that his party
hastakenthe mattertothe
Supreme Court and
expects a fair verdict. He
also questioned why

reformsare notlntroduced
for Hindu temple proper-
ties, claiming that over 8
lakh acres of temple land
remain untouched. “In a
secular country, reforms
should apply equally toall
religions,” he said.

Responding to BJP leader
Sunil Sharma’s remarks
about the NC, Sadiq dis-
missed as ‘ineffective’. He
accused the BJP of failing
both in government and
opposition, citing their
inconsistent stance on the
Jal Shakti scam during
assembly sessions.

He said BJP’s decade-long
governance in Jammuand

Kashmir had led to
destruction, and this con-
tinued after the party
aligned withthe PDP.“The
real damage was done in
2003 and again in 2014
when Mufti Muhammad
Sayeed forged an alliance
with BJP,” he said.

Sadiq also referred to the
recent disruption in the
assembly, where the NC
opposed the Waqf Amend-
ment Bill.

He said the Bill was dis-
criminatory and the par-
ty’s stance is now part of
the assembly’s official
record.

He said that the party had
warned about these devel-
opments earlier, adding
that the closure of Jamia
Mas;jid for key religious
occasions contradicts the
administration’s claim of
“organic normalcy” in
Kashmir. “If things are nor-
mal, why are Friday and
Eid prayers not allowed?”
he asked.

“We went to the Supreme
Court for this very reason
topreventattemptstotake
over Muslim properties
under flimsy pretexts,” he
said. (KNO)

00 ¢

CMK



122 AHEADLINES

TODAY

Voice To The Voiceless

Srinagar, Wednesday
16-April-2025

HT-EDIT

r@ @headlinestodaydaily “ @headlinestoday

B @headlinestodaynews

0 I ‘ ) @HEADLINESTODAL7

EDITORIAL

the same.

Fix consultation fee
for doctors carrying
out private practice

undreds of doctors are carrying out
private practice at the different clinics
in the union territory of Jammu & Kash-

mir, but it is quite surprising that there is no
fixed consultation fee for the same. The doc-
tors charge according to their own wish and
they are least bothered about the affordability
of a particular patient. At times the patients
could be seen pleading with the owner of the
clinic over this issue, but at the end of the day
they fail to convince the other side.

Some years back the health & medical
education department had fixed consulta-
tion fees for the different levels of medicos
carrying out practice at the private clinics.
However, it has been observed that the con-
sultation fee charged by a doctor is according
to the wish of that particular doctor. At times
the consultation fee of a particular medico is
decided by the owner of the clinic and the
people are more than willing to pay for the
consultation fee fixed by the clinic owner.

It seems that the health & medical educa-
tion department has limited its mandate in
this regard to the mere issuance of the order
since no follow-up action was taken. No raid
was carried out on any clinic and this inaction
from the people at helm emboldened the doc-
tors and the clinic owners to fix consultation
fees of their own. At the end of the day it is
the common man who suffers and there are
very few people who are concerned about

It is very important that the consultation
fee of a particular doctor is fixed according to
his or her experience in that particular field
of medicine. At the same time it is important
that strict vigil is carried out on the doctors
working in the government sector. Many of
such doctors usually leave the hospitals ear-
lier and can be seen rushing towards their
clinics in order to earn quick bucks. This is a
serious matter and needs immediate action
from the concerned authorities.

In places other than Jammu & Kashmir a
medico has to choose between a government
job and a private one. The union territory of
Jammu & Kashmir has its own set of rules in
each and every sphere of life and medicine
is no exception. There is no harm in earning
more but the doctors should remember that
medicine is a noble profession and people
consider a doctor no less than a God.

Lantern Light And Woven Love: A
Journey Through Childhood Memories

MOHD YOUNUS BHAT
yunusbhatt586@gmail.com

es, those were hard
Y days. But they were
also sacred. In that
hardship lay a beauty that
wealth could never buy. A
richness that did not come
from possessions, but from
presence. From patience.
From quiet, relentless love.

There was a time—not
too far in the past—when
our world revolved around
a single hall in a humble
home. That space, worn
with use and love, held
more stories than the years
could count. It was not just
a room; it was a sanctuary
of struggles and simple joys.
Our nights were illuminated
not by bulbs or tubes, but
by the soft, amber flicker of
a kerosene lantern perched
on a rusty nail or placed atop
an upturned brass bowl. That
glow wrapped itself around
our little world like a shawl.
It flickered on our father’s
tired eyes, caught the curves
of mother’s busy hands, and
reflected off the worn pages
of our schoolbooks, the
fountain pens and Nataraj
pencils so much popular in
those days. The room never
truly slept. There was always
arustle—the scratch of pencil
on paper, the clicking of a
fountain pen, the whispered
mumbling of school lessons,
or the steady clink of moth-
er’s fingers weaving wet grass
into wagoo, patijj, and cheon-
gzii (all are different versions
of handmade grass mats) on
her wicker basket (foue’t or
kranjou’l). Every sound had
rhythm. Every silence, a pur-
pose. The occasional cough
echoed into the corners—dry,
deep, familiar-like a lullaby
born of cold air and lamp
smoke. But none of it felt like
a burden. It was simply life,
and we lived it with a quiet
grace.

We siblings were all lured
by the ultimate bait—Lipton
chai—if only we could keep
our eyes open long enough to
study late into the night. The
promise sounded grand, like
a royal reward for academic
bravery. But truth be told, we
rarely made it to the heroic
hour of 11 pm. Despite our
best intentions, our eyelids
betrayed us. After full days

L WY - |

spent playing cricket with
torn tennis balls, chasing
imaginary goals, and run-
ning from one end of the vil-
lage to the other in search of
absolutely nothing (except
maybe a good excuse to stay
out longer), our little bodies
would surrender to sleep
without warning.

We were innocent souls
with tender hearts, more
loyal to dreams than to text-
books, and before long, we
would be snoring softly while
our books lay open like unfin-
ished promises. The Lipton
chai? Often, it remained
unclaimed-—still steaming in
mother’s kettle, a silent wit-
ness to yet another night
where childhood triumphed
over caffeine.

Electricity had not yet
found its way to our village.
The switchboards remained
ornamental, untouched.
Communication meant
word-of-mouth, neighbour-
to-neighbour, or notes
passed through time-worn
hands. But inside our four
walls, something brighter
than electricity flickered—
we had each other. We had
warmth stitched into the
layers of patched quilts, into
the steaming cups of tea, into
the comfort of shared breath
on freezing nights. Love did
not come in grand declara-
tions. It came through unspo-
ken gestures: a shawl pulled
over a child’s shoulder, a
shared roti between siblings,
a father staying awake so a
child could read under the
lantern just a little longer.
Our life was frugal, yes, but
it was full-not of things, but
of people who never gave up
on each other.

My father—tall in silence,
steadfast in labour—was a
man of incredible patience.
His fingers, calloused yet
tender, moved with quiet
determination as he worked
his embroidery frame.
Hunched over for hours, he
would let the lantern guide

his needle, weaving delicate
flowers, borders, and motifs,
one thread at a time. His art-
istry was born not from lei-
sure, but from necessity—and
yet, each piece held beauty,
quiet protest against poverty.
He did not need to speak; his
devotion spoke louder than
words ever could. He did not
chase riches. Each finished
shawl, each design com-
pleted under that flickering
light, was enough to tell us
he loved us. That embroidery
frame was not just a tool—it
was a canvas of sacrifice.

Beside him, my mother
was no less an artist. She
worked with a different
medium-grass—but with
equal love. Each morning,
she would send one of us to
the masjid pokhri (pool) to
fetch bundles of damp grass,
soaked and softened by cold
pond water. By evening,
she would sit cross-legged
on the floor, fingers moving
swiftly, forming tight weaves
and braids. The scent of wet
grass lingered long into the
night, mingling with the ker-
osene’s bite and the sooth-
ing aroma of tea. With each
strand, she added warmth.
With each knot, she wove
protection. And when she
had extra grass, she would
make a cheongzii—a small,
round grass mat—for the lit-
tlest among us. No words
were exchanged, but in those
little circles lay all her affec-
tion. They were not just mats.
They were memories you
could sit on, stories woven
into shape.

Our nights were filled with
studying—not because we
were forced to, but because
we hoped. We hoped to rise
above our means, to make
our parents’ sacrifices count.
We sat shoulder to shoulder,
the lantern’s glow barely
enough for all, yet somehow,
we made it work. We took
turns holding books closer
to the flame, squinting at our
notes, copying lessons in the

dimness. Our hands grew ink-
stained, our backs ached, and
yet we persisted. Sometimes,
we nodded off mid-sentence,
only to be woken gently by
mother’s whisper and a hot
cup of Lipton chai placed in
our palms. That tea—light,
sweet, often diluted—tasted
like care itself. It was more
than a drink. It was a mes-
sage: I see you trying. Keep
going, my child. In that single
cup was all her love, hope,
and silent prayer that we
would escape the hardships
she wore like a second skin.

When sleep came, it came
collectively. No one had their
own bed. We lay side by side,
wrapped in old quilts, bodies
pressed together for warmth.
On cold nights, our breaths
turned to mist in the lan-
tern’s beam, and we would
curl tighter, our dreams over-
lapping. The morning was a
struggle—black phlegm, dry
coughs, sore chests. The soot
from the lamp and the damp-
ness from the floor took their
toll. But no one spoke of it
as tragedy. It was simply part
of the rhythm of our lives.
We accepted it without bit-
terness because we had far
more to hold on to.

There was one portal to
the larger world: the old
radio kept near father’s
work mat. Its antenna was
often crooked, wrapped
with bits of wire, but when
it crackled to life, magic
spilled out. News, cricket
matches, weather forecasts,
Kashmiri folk songs—all fil-
tered through its tiny speak-
er, giving our quiet home a
sense of movement. It made
us laugh, wonder, argue. It
reminded us that we were
a part of something beyond
our struggles, even if we did
not fully understand it.

We did not have much.
That truth was as constant
as the cold. Money was tight.
Needs lined up in a queue
that earnings could not meet.
Yet somehow, there was joy.
When we fetched grass for
mother, she would reward
us with tahri—simple tur-
meric rice that smelled like
sunshine. On other days, she
would brew souttchai (Sattu
and Namkeen chai), with an
extra spike of milk as a token
of love and affection. These
were not luxuries, but they

felt like them because they
were offered with pride, not
pity. Because they carried a
mother’s love in every grain,
every sip.

Time, as it does, moved
on. We outgrew that room—
our bodies did first, then
our dreams. We shifted to
the outskirts as the domes-
tic violence broke out as our
younger uncle got married
and the female folk had noth-
ing to do other than backbit-
ing and quirky fracas and
deadly fights so on the day
of Eid Ul Fitr Arafah we had
to shift with soul not willing
to. The hall and the whole
house were dismantled in
episodes but, its walls had
absorbed our laughter, our
tears, and our whispered
ambitions. Even now, it lives
in our memories, unchanged.

Looking back, I under-
stand that the richness of
that life was never in what we
had-it was in how we had it.
My father’s embroidery was
a lesson in discipline and
quiet pride. My mother’s
grass mats were symbols of
patience and purpose. The
shared tea, the faint light, the
crowded quilts—these were
the pillars of our upbring-
ing. They taught us to share.
To sacrifice. To love without
needing to say it.

Now we live under soft
beam lights, far from that
old hall. But when I close my
eyes, I return to those nights.
I see father bent over his
frame, lantern light dancing
on his needle. I see mother
twisting grass strands with
tired but tender fingers. I
hear the crackle of the radio.
I feel the worn blanket on my
back and the warmth of my
siblings breathing beside me.

Yes, those were hard days.
But they were also sacred. In
that hardship lay a beauty
that wealth could never buy.
A richness that did not come
from possessions, but from
presence. From patience.
From quiet, relentless love.

I carry those memories
like a treasured cheongzii—
soft, circular, woven with
care. A symbol of where I
come from, and the love that
shaped me.

The writer is aresearch
scholar at the Department of
Earth Sciences, Pondicherry

University

The Silent Epidemic: Sexual Abuse Behind Closed Doors

IRFAN ATTARI KASHMIRI |

family homes, beyond

the reach of schoolyards,
streets, and playgrounds, a
nameless terror unfolds for
untold numbers of children.
Family sexual abuse is an
invisible plague a plague
hidden behind the mantle of
social decency, family repu-
tation, and long-established
denial. For the victims who
are children, the family
home, originally a sanctu-
ary of concern and confi-
dence, is a place of disori-
entation, fear, and violation.

While the world wishes
to talk of threats in the
public arena or on the web,
most children experience
their worst blows inside
their own homes. Such is
usually inflicted by mem-

In the quiet walls of

bers of the household —
fathers, brothers, cousins,
uncles, and sometimes
even female members. Such
trauma is worse when the
victim knows that asking
for assistance will destroy
the family, bring shame, or
result in more brutality.

In the households where
the abuser is the loved one
or the person in authority,
the child is forced to suffer
in silence, caught in the
web of love and fear. Sexual
abuse is not just a physical
attack; it shatters the mental
and emotional pillars of the
child. The injuries are left
untreated and reach the
stage of chronic diseases
such as anxiety, depres-
sion, post-traumatic stress
disorder, and suicidal ten-
dencies. The unseen scars
influence the survivors to
trust others, form relation-
ships, and view the world
around them.

It is impossible not to
see how virtual exposure
has also blurred the lines
of childhood innocence.
With smartphones and
unfettered access to the
internet, graphic content is

typically presented before
young, curious minds years
before the time they would
be emotionally mature
enough to deal with it. In
recent incidents in most
cases, children engaged in
abusive behaviors admit-
ted to imitating what they
had seen on the internet,
usually unaware of the
gravity of what they were
doing. Experts have repeat-
edly emphasized the role of
digital literacy and parental
oversight in safeguarding
children's mental and moral
growth.

Another crucial element
is the vulnerability that is
created in stepfamilies and
blended families. For most,
the absence of healthy emo-
tional bonds, unresolved
power struggles, and lack
of monitoring create fertile
ground where abuse can
silently take hold. Children
in these families will have a
hard time identifying stable
adults to whom they can
turn for trust, especially
when silence is an expect-
ed family value. That silence
allows the cycle of abuse
to continue, allowing the

abuser to function unchal-
lenged as the victim slowly
retreats into psychological
isolation.

Stigma and fear of social
ostracism usually silence
the survivors. Socializa-
tion in cultures discourages
open talk about sex, espe-
cially involving members of
their families. Victims, and
particularly little girls, are
instructed that family honor
is at stake if they speak up.
This misplaced sense of
responsibility keeps them
in emotional cages, and
they are left to fend for
themselves. The very few
who manage to muster
enough courage to tell are
sometimes greeted with
suspicion, victim-blaming,
or intimidation by their per-
petrators.

The consequences of con-
cealed abuse do not end
when the victim is a child.
Statistics reveal a grim real-
ity: many survivors end up
with problems in intimate
relationships, experience
self-loathing, become drug
or alcohol addicts, and in
some instances, become
abusers themselves. Some,

not being able to cope, end
up as victims of human traf-
ficking, as traffickers exploit
their willingness to escape
the violent relationship.
In some instances, unre-
solved trauma and pro-
longed silence accumulate
into atrocities like murder,
where the victim or the
abuser is driven over the
edge.

India's justice system,
the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offenses
(POCSO) Act, was intended
to bring quick justice to
victims and swift punish-
ment to perpetrators. But
the strength of any law lies
in its enforcement, and the
enforcement of this one is
arbitrary. Few cases reach
court because families
would prefer to "take care
of things in-house" instead
of humiliating their child
with a public trial. Others
fall apart because of insuf-
ficient evidence, normally
because the victim was too
scared to report the abuse
when it first started.

Breaking this silence is
the sole true path to heal-
ing and justice. Education

at schools, social awareness
campaigns at communities,
and community-based sys-
tems of support must coop-
erate to give children the
words and confidence to
report. Parents must create
a shame- and judgment-free
society in which children
feel free to report uncom-
fortable occurrences with-
out fear of repercussions.
Survivors must be able to
have easy access to mental
health facilities in order to
deal with and overcome
their experience.

The community has a
crucial part to play. Neigh-
bors, doctors, teachers, and
even distant relatives have
to be aware of the telltale
signs withdrawal, changes
in behavior, fear, and anxi-
ety and report these with-
out hesitation. Turning a
blind eye or hiding it in the
interest of family honor only
extends the cycle of abuse,
intergenerational transfer of
trauma, and so forth.

This silent epidemic is
not a personal tragedy. It
is a public emergency that
charts the emotional and
mental landscape of future
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generations. All children
are entitled to a home that
is abuse-free, free from
manipulation, and free from
fear. To construct a society
where children can grow up
safely and live with dignity,
the silence walls must be
broken. The reckoning time
is now for families, schools,
policymakers, and the legal
system to place children's
rights and protection above
cultural pride or social
expectation. The future of
any nation is built on the
security and resilience of
its children. Without solving
this silent epidemic, we are
at risk of condemning too
many young hearts to a life-
time of trauma, silence, and
fear. Change begins with lis-
tening to the unheard and
believing the unspoken.
Irfan Attari Kashmiri is
an International Youth
Advocate, Human Rights
Defender, and President
of Foundation For Youth
Web. A Master's student
in Social Work and
Counseling, dedicated to
child protection, victim
support, and youth
empowerment worldwide.



1 AHEADLINES

TODAY

Voice To The Voiceless

Srinagar, Wednesday
16-April-2025

*) @HEADLINESTODAL7

@ @headlinestodaydaily

HT-OPED

“ @headlinestoday

B @headlinestodaynews ‘ 05

Tral-Khrew Road to Pahalgam Spurs Regional

Growth and Economic 0

ER ISHFAQ KHALIQ

he proposed Srinagar-
I Pahalgam road via
Khrew and Tral is a
significant infrastructure
initiative aimed at enhanc-
ing connectivity and boost-
ing tourism in Jammu and
Kashmir. While the project
has garnered support for
its potential benefits, it also
faces environmental con-
cerns and awaits necessary
approval Project Segments

1.  Wahab Sahib Khrew
to Pastuna - Estimated
cost: Rs 27 crore.

2. Bathnoor Karmula to
Lehndajan Pahalgam
- Estimated cost: Rs
44.10 crore .

Project Overview

Route & Distance: The
planned 70 km road will
connect Srinagar to Pahal-
gam through Khrew, Wahab
Sahib, Syeda bad (Pastuna),
Karmula Tral, and Lehndajan.
This new route is expected to

Official Statements: The

is no harm from the construc-

reduce the travel distance by
approximately 30 kilometers
compared to the existing path
via Anantnag and Bijbehara

Current Status

Detailed Project Report
(DPR): The DPRs for both seg-
ments have been prepared.

Pending Approvals: The
project's advancement is con-
tingent upon environmental
clearances and the avail-
ability of funds. Specifically,
the construction requires
the acquisition of 108 Kanals
(approximately 13.5 acres) of
forest land and the felling of
845 trees

Minister for Roads and Build-

ings confirmed that while the
DPRs are ready, the project
awaits necessary environ-
mental approvals and fund-
ing allocations

Environmental Concerns and
their remedies

Ecological Impact: Envi-
ronmental groups, notably
the Environmental Policy
Group (EPG), have raised
alarms about the potential
ecological damage. Concerns
include deforestation, dis-
ruption of wildlife habitats,
and risks associated with

constructing roads in seismi-
cally active zones but when it
comes to the connectivity of
regions and development of
a region various forests have
been destroyed in the world
for the construction purposes
we it is a concern there were
the trees are endangered spe-
cies but in Kashmir we have
growing vegetative soil were
if 800 trees are destroyed we
can plant 10000 trees and
possibility is they will be all
in good stage in coming years
so such factors hardly matter
when government is serious
about countries develop-
ments and progresses

eLocal Opposition: Resi-
dents of Khrew and surround-
ing areas, already affected
by pollution from cement
factories, fear that the new
road could exacerbate envi-
ronmental degradation and
impact local agriculture,
including saffron cultivation
itis true they are in fear that it
can exploit their environment
and resources as they are in
dilemma by previous projects
of cement factories and other
such allied industries but this
time it is the construction of
road from their localities the
tourism will be boosted by
the road connectivity there

tion of roads through a local-
ity it has always come with
fortunes for the people living
there they can install small
stalls were they can earn their
livelihood easily for the day
they can open up hotels, res-
taurants, sports hubs amuse-
ment hubs to facilitate the
tourists and people crossing
the road from their areas
While the Srinagar-Pahal-
gam road via Khrew and Tral
promises improved connec-
tivity and economic benefits,
it is currently in the proposal
stage, awaiting environmen-
tal clearances and funding.

portunity

The project has sparked a
debate between development
objectives and environmen-
tal preservation, highlight-
ing the need for a balanced
approach that considers both
infrastructural growth and
ecological sustainability.
1. Enhanced Accessibility and
Reduced Travel Time
Improved roads make
remote or previously hard-
to-reach destinations more
accessible, encouraging more
visitors and facilitating easier
travel for locals. For instance,
the proposed Srinagar-Pahal-
gam road via Khrew and Tral
is expected to reduce travel

distance by approximately
30 kilometers, making the
journey more convenient for
tourists and pilgrims alike.

2. Economic Growth and
Employment Opportunities

Infrastructure develop-
ment often leads to econom-
ic stimulation in the region.
The construction and main-
tenance of roads create jobs,
while increased tourist influx
boosts local businesses such
as hotels, restaurants, and
shops. This economic activity
can lead to improved living
standards for residents.

3. Promotion of Local Culture
and Heritage

Easier access to new areas
allows tourists to explore and
appreciate local cultures, tra-
ditions, and heritage sites.
This exposure can foster cul-
tural preservation and pride
among local communities, as
well as provide educational
experiences for visitors.

4. Improved Infrastructure and
Services

The development of roads
often brings about improve-
ments in other infrastructure
and services, such as better
healthcare access, educa-
tion facilities, and utilities.
These enhancements benefit
both tourists and local resi-
dents, contributing to overall
regional development.

5. Environmental and
Sustainable Tourism
Opportunities

With careful planning,
road development can sup-
port sustainable tourism by
providing controlled access
to natural areas, thereby
minimizing environmental
impact. It also allows for
the implementation of eco-
friendly practices and infra-
structure, promoting respon-
sible tourism.

While the benefits are
substantial, it's crucial to
balance development with
environmental conservation
and community interests to
ensure sustainable and inclu-
sive growth.

Changing seasons, broken women, Dry
fields, empty kitchens, and tired women

PRIYANKA SAURABH

hen we talk about climate
change, the discussion often
confines itself to melting

glaciers, rising sea levels, and chang-
ing weather cycles. But its human
face—particularly that of rural Indian
women—is often forgotten. The Bei-
jing India Report 2025 once again
makes it clear that the climate crisis
is not a “gender neutral” disaster.
Its impacts are deep, unequal, and
misogynistic. Millions of rural women
in India are already burdened by
resource scarcity, social limitations,
and unpaid domestic responsibilities.
Climate change makes this burden
even heavier—sometimes in the form
of droughts, sometimes in the form of
floods, and sometimes in the form of
a slow, toxic combination of malnu-
trition and exhaustion. The Beijing
Report shows that the climate crisis
is not only degrading the quality of
women’s lives but also depriving
them of their biological, social, and
economic dignity. Health facilities for
rural women are already limited, but
the nutrition crisis and heat stress
caused by climate change severely
impact their reproductive and mater-
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nal health. According to the report,
persistent dehydration and anemia
have led to a rise in the incidence of
premature hysterectomies among
women. This is not just a medical pro-
cedure but an assault on their bodily
autonomy and dignity. Infertility,
complicated childbirth, and difficul-
ties in conceiving are now becoming
common problems—and climate inse-
curity is clearly behind them.

Most of India’s rural women either
work in the fields or engage in small
agricultural work, but they do not own
the land. When rains are unseasonal,
when crops dry up, or when soils turn
barren, these women are the first and
the worst hit. In regions like Bun-
delkhand, persistent droughts have
not only led to a drop in production
but also increased seasonal unemploy-
ment among women. Being cut off
from the field means an empty kitch-
en, girls leaving school, and another
round of debt. Women who were
engaged in handicrafts, food process-
ing, or small-scale businesses other
than agriculture are also not spared by
extreme weather. The Beijing report
shows that women’s incomes in the
non-agricultural sector fell by an aver-
age of 33% during extreme climate
events in 2023-24. This is not just
an economic loss but also a blow to
self-reliance and confidence. Climate-
induced displacement, falling family
incomes, and traditional thinking—all
three are hampering the education
of adolescent girls. When families

have limited resources, girls’ educa-
tion is one of the first to be cut short.
They are pulled out of school and put
into domestic work or prepared for
early marriage. This broken chain of
education limits their lifelong oppor-
tunities. Adivasi and Dalit women in
particular—who are already socially
marginalized—are most vulnerable
during climate disasters. During the
2020 cyclone Amphan, Dalit women
in the Sundarbans region reported
being excluded from relief centers
and had no say in shelter decisions.
Social discrimination becomes even
more acute during a climate crisis.

The Beijing India Report not only
highlights this crisis but also suggests
clear ways to address it—most impor-
tantly, putting gender sensitivity at the
center of climate strategy. State-level
climate plans must incorporate wom-
en’s specific needs. States like Odisha
have begun incorporating gender indi-
cators into their climate strategies, but
this initiative needs to be replicated in
every state. Gender-based data collec-
tion by village, caste, and economic
status is essential for policies to be
effective at the ground level. Creating
a climate vulnerability index with a
gender component at the panchayat
level can be an effective step. Self-help
groups and women’s cooperatives can
be strengthened by providing skills in
areas of climate-resilient agriculture,
green jobs, renewable energy, and
agro-processing.

Better resourcing of primary health

centers, especially for reproductive
and maternal care, is imperative—
especially in areas affected by the
climate crisis. Women-run Jal Sami-
tis in Gujarat have proven that when
women are part of policymaking and
resource management, solutions are
more sustainable and responsive.
Women’s participation should be
made mandatory in local disaster
management, forest rights commit-
tees, and water management. Mis-
sions under the National Climate
Action Plan-such as Ujala Yojana,
PMUY, etc.—should be redefined with
a women-centric approach. Expan-
sion of these schemes in climate-sen-
sitive areas will not only strengthen
health and livelihoods but will also
promote gender justice.

Rural women are not just victims
of climate change—they can also be
agents of change. But this requires
us to see them as partners, not just
‘objects for help.” This is the message
of the Beijing report—that if we are
to tackle climate change effectively,
gender and climate must be under-
stood together, not separately. When
a woman scrapes drinking water for
her child from the mud of a drying
pond, she becomes not just mother-
hood but the most tragic image of the
climate crisis. It is time for policy, sci-
ence, and society to listen to her voice
seriously.

Author ia a Research Scholar in Political

Science, Poet, freelance journalist, and

columnist.

An Open Letter to
CM Omar Abdullah

Sir

erstwhile State Government to propagate

The Information Deptt was established by the

Policies and Programmes of the government
through Print and Electronic Media to keep general
Public abreast about them. This necessitated cordial
relations between the Information Deptt and the
Media Houses in J& K, but now the level of Relation-
ship is at its lowest ebb. The former has chosen to
please a few Media Houses and ignored Majority of
them for unknown reasons. This has created rancour
and resentment, thereby developed an unbridgeable

gap between the two.

It is further stated that as per the Policy of Govern-
ment of India, Small Scale Newspapers are treated as
an Industry to receive Subsidies and other Benefits
as these provide Employment to thousands of Skilled
and Unskilled Youth of the Country.

This Establishes beyond any shadow of doubt that
this Category and Class of newspapers need encour-
agement at all levels and not discrimination as pre-

vailing at present.

However, it is gratifying to take notice of the state-
ment made by the Chief Minister on the Floor of
the Assembly that there will not be Pick an Choose
Policy in the Distribution of Advertisements but shall
be rationalised in a dispassionate manner, thereby
ending lop- sided Distribution of Advertisements by
the Information Deptt. But nothing substantial has
emerged hitherto, so the CM is requested to fulfill
his commitment, thereby Putting injustice to end
without any further procrastination. Pertinent to
mention that Justice Delayed is Justice Denied, so
Time Demands to Smoothen the Rough Contours to
make Future Journey Frictionless.

All Aggrieved Printers, Publishers & Editors of

Newspapers
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[UST and DSEK Join Hands to Launch Strategic School
Outreach in STEM and Emerging Technologies

[ | HT News Network

Awantipora, April 15: A high-level
meeting was convened today between
the Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor Islamic
University of Science and Technology
(IUST) and the Director of School
Education, Kashmir (DSEK), to chart
out a robust Outreach Programme
aimed atenhancing foundational and
advanced learning in Mathematics,
Physics, Artificial Intelligence (Al),
Disruptive Technologies, and Skilling
at the school level.

The focus of the discussions was
the implementation of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, and the
deliberations emphasized several
critical areas, including teacher train-
ingand peer collaboration, hands-on
learning experiences, student intern-
ships, community-based develop-
ment initiatives, Olympiad prepara-
tion, and the development of
customized experimental setups. The
integration of vocational training,
coding, and digital tools into school
curricula was also highlighted as
essential to fostering employability
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and innovationamong students from
an early age.Prof. Shakil ARomshoo,
Vice Chancellor IUST emphasized the
university’s commitment to making
the programme sustainable. “For this
initiative to have alastingimpact, we
mustinvestin the continuous capac-
ity building of schoolteachers and
ensure that our engagement leads to
scalable models oflearning. Our goal
is to build a vibrant and inclusive
learning ecosystem thatbenefits both
students and educators,” he said.
The meeting witnessed compre-
hensive presentations by the Heads
of Departments of Mathematics and

Physics, Coordinator of the Centre for
Artificial Intelligence, and Coordina-
tor for Skilling Initiatives. Each speak-
er outlined core focus areas, innova-
tive outreach strategies,and potential
collaborations with schools tonurture
curiosity, spark innovation, and
strengthen student engagement in
both foundational disciplines and
future-oriented technologies. The
Director of School Education, Kashmir,
extended full institutional support
and proposed the formation of a joint
task force comprising representatives
from IUST, the School Education
Department, and other stakeholders.

DLSA Rajouri invites listing of cases for
National Lok Adalat scheduled on May 10, 2025

[ | HT News Network

RAJOURI, APRIL 15: District Legal
Services Authority Rajouri hasinvit-
ed interested Lawyers, litigants and
general public for listing matters,
cases for hearingin the National Lok
Adalat scheduled on May 10, 2025.
The interested parties can physi-
cally approach the Office of the Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority Rajouri
and all Tehsil Legal Services Com-
mittee of the District for any advice/
assistance with respect to their case
or matter, or may call on the contact
No. LADCs (9149457355), 01962-
264200,8493019096, during work-
ing days from 10 am to 4 pm.

Partie(s) can directly approach the
concerned courtsas well with appli-
cation for listing matters/cases in
National Lok Adalat for efforts at
amicable settlement."This is for the
information of the public that District
Legal Services Authority, Rajouriand
all Tehsil Legal Services Committee
of District Rajouri are going to orga-
nize the National Lok Adalat on
10-05-2025, under the aegis of NAL-
SA and Chairmanship/ Supervision
of Rajinder Sapru chairman District
Legal Services Authority Rajouri,
Shama Sharma Sub-Judge/Secretary
District Legal Services Authority
Rajouri.As such the interested Par-
ties/Litigants, Lawyers and General
Publicis hereby called uponto phys-

ically approach the Office of the Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority Rajouri
and all Tehsil Legal Services Com-
mittee of District Rajouri for any
advice/assistance with respect to
their case or matter, or may call on
the contact No.- LADCs
(9149457355), 01962-264200,
8493019096, during working
days from 10 am to 4 pm. DLSA
Rajouri would welcome your
response. Partie(s) can directly
approach the concerned courts
aswell with application forlisting
matters/cases in National Lok
Adalat for efforts at amicable
settlement, "An official notifica-
tion issued by the DLSA Rajouri
stated.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT TUBERCULOSIS OFFICER DISTRICT SRINAGAR
No: DTC/SGR/RNTCP/ 14

Sealed Tenders affixed with Rs. 5.00 revenue stamp are invited from Tour / Vehicle Operators/ Owners in District
Srinagar for providing vehicle to Supervisory Teams under National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP) in District
Srinagar. The interested parties are requested to submit the tenders with clear marking on the envelop “BID FOR HIRING OF
for District Srinagar which should reach to the office of the undersigned within 05 days from the date of
publication of this tender notice. The acceptance of the tenders shall be subject to the following terms & conditions:

VEHICLE”

Terms & Conditions:

1. The vehicle should not be below the model of 2024 and should be in excellent running conditions preferably

TENDER NOTICE

Mahindra Scorpio, Toyota Innova, Maruti Ertiga Toyota Rumion etc.

2. The interested parties shall quote the rate for hiring on monthly basis(including Sundays & Gazetted Holidays)
inclusive of fuel and all other charges for 1500 Kms per month and rates for every extra Km if 50 KMs will be
exceeded per day. Besides the parties shall also quote the rates on daily hiring basis inclusive of fuel and all
other charges for 50 Kms per day and for every extra KMs if 50 Kms will be exceeded.

The bid shall be enclosed with all the relevant documents viz. Proof of ownership, Registration Certificate,
Insurance, Permit, Pollution Certificate, Fitness Certificate, Tax Payment Book & Driving License.

The rates offered by the bidder should be all inclusive including maintenance of the vehicle.

The hiring shall be made for District Srinagar .
The hiring is upto 31-03-2026 and may be renewed on the sole discretion of District TB Society, Srinagar.

The Successful tenderer shall have to execute an agreement with District TB Officer, Srinagar.

The District TB Society Srinagar is empowered to disengage any vehicle at any time if the condition of the

d

P No oA

vehicle is not good and in case of misconduct by driver.

9. The payment for use of vehicle shall be released by District TB Society, Srinagar on production of the bill and

Log Book.

10. The vehicle shall start from District Headquarter and report back to District HQ after touring and no individual

Dated: 08-04-2025

No Pesticides, no PGRs: Kulgam man turns
honey bees into weapons against toxins

[ | HT News Network

Kulgam, Apr 15: Aman from South
Kashmir’s Kulgamdistrictis making
waves with a sweet and sustainable
revolution.

Shabir AhmadItoo,a highly qualified
youth from Sonigam village in Kul-
gam—holdingaPostgraduate degree,
M.Phil in Physical Education, and
having cleared the SET exam—once
served as a contractual college lec-
turer. However, his passion for nature
led him to the world of beekeeping.
Shabir now uses honeybees as natu-
ral Plant Growth Regulators (PGRs)
in his orchard, completely eliminat-
ing the need for harmful chemical
pollination. His methods are not only
eco-friendly but also life-saving.
Dedicated to promoting sustainable
Apis cerana beekeeping, Shabir pro-
vides high-quality bee boxes, equip-
ment,and expert guidance to fellow
enthusiasts.

He extracts honey throughout the
year and has created job opportuni-
ties for four others, who now work
with him. He hasalsostarted selling
honeybee colonies to other orchard-
ists for pollination purposes.
Shabir has developed a specialized
swarm-catching technique to safely

capture and relocate honeybee
swarms. Using a combination of
knowledge, skill,and therightequip-
ment, helocatesand boxesthe swarm
queen, encouraging the rest of the
bees to follow her into a prepared
beehive.

This humane method ensures the
well-being of both the bees and the
community while promoting healthy
pollination and honey production.
Heis also known for his unique abil-
ity toremove bee swarms fromtrees
with his bare hands, without using
any protective gear. Through the sale
of high-quality honey, he earns a
handsome income.

He added that the HADP scheme of
the Agriculture Department also
helped his business grow, providing
him with a unit under a subsidy.
He said, “Excessive use of PGRs in
orchards is causing serious health
issues due to harmful chemical expo-

sure. We have forgotten the organic
way, and this is a step toward reviv-
ing organic farming.”

Shabirurged farmers toavoid chem-
ical PGRs and instead use natural
pollinators like bees for better fruit
yield. “You should trust these hon-
eybees—you will see the results in
both the quantity and quality of the
fruit.”

He said that he has installed ten
colonies of bees in his orchard and
theresults have been outstandingin
terms of bloom and fruit structure.
“By incorporating honeybees for
pollination in apple orchards, farm-
ers can expect a better fruit set and
yield. These pollinators transfer pol-
len between blossoms, ensuring
proper fertilization, whichresultsin
higher-quality apples withimproved
size, shape, and color—ultimately
leading to better harvests and
increased profitability.”

Asked about job opportunities, he
said, “At present, | employ four peo-
ple. I left my college lecturer job
because of the promising results in
beekeeping. | was once dependent
onothers,and now four people work
under me. This is boosting the local
economy,and farmersare benefiting
too.”

Birla Opus Paints opens three new
franchisee stores in Kashmir

[ | HT News Network

SRINAGAR, Apr 15: Birla
Opus Paints, a part of Gra-
sim Industries under the
AdityaBirla Group, marked
a significant expansion in
the Kashmir Valley with
the inauguration of 3 new
franchisee stores in Sri-
nagar. This strategic
expansion marks the
brand's second foray in
Jammu & Kashmir,
strengthening Birla Opus
Paints' retail presence in
Northern India and dem-
onstratingits commitment
to nationwide growth.
The brand had already
unveiledits first franchise
inthe city earlier this year
atJamia Chowk, Nowgam.
It, now, further expanded
its footprintinSrinagar by
inaugurating three addi-
tional franchisee stores-
RiverEdge atthe Amargarh
Bypass Sopore, Zam Zam
Hardware store in Ram-
bagh Main Bazar and
Mahad Traders at 90ft
Road, Umerhair.

With 3 new franchisee
stores, strategically locat-
ed across key areas in Sri-

nagarandits surroundings,
the brand will offer cus-
tomers high-quality
paints, innovative solu-
tions,and aseamless shop-
ping experience. This
expansion strategy not
only strengthens Birla
Opus Paints' presence in
Jammu & Kashmirbut also
highlightsits commitment
to “Make Life Beautiful” by
focusing on convenience,
innovation, and regional
engagement across India.
Rakshit Hargave, CEO,
BirlaOpus Paints, said, “We
arebeyond thrilled to con-
tinue expanding our pres-
ence across Indiawith the
opening of our three new
franchisee stores in Sri-
nagar.Itis notjustamarket
expansion strategy for us,
butanopportunity to con-
nect with aregion known
for its architectural heri-
tage and aesthetic sensi-
bilities. Kashmiri homes
have long had beautiful
facades and alluring inte-
riors and our aim is to
enhance the beauty of
Kashmir even more
through our superior
paints. The extreme cli-
matic conditions and the

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

love forwoodenstructures
present unique painting
requirements from con-
sumers, and our products
are specially formulated
to protect and beautify
these distinctive proper-
ties while complementing
the region's architectural
style."To helpwithaseam-
less shopping experience,
customers visiting these
new stores will have access
to in-store paint consul-
tants for free and get cus-
tomized color and shade
selection tailor-made to
their preferences. The fran-
chisee stores will house
the brand's full product
portfolioalong withexclu-
sive offerings such aswall-
papers and designer fin-
ishes as well. These stores
aim to provide a personal-
ized, one-stop solution for
all painting needs in the
region.Embracing therich
cultural heritage of Kash-
mir, Birla Opus Paints
proudly celebrates the
region’sbreathtakingland-
scapes and tradition with
22 shades inspired by its
beauty and culture. These
shades are launched at a
national level as a tribute
to the union territory so

Indiacanexperience these
amazing colors at their
homes through Kashmiri
shades. These locally
inspired shades include
Septemberin Kashmir cap-
turing the golden hues of
early autumn; Mehrun
Nissa's Saffron reflecting
the region's precious saf-
fron fields; Noon Chai
echoing the distinctive
pink tea that's a staple in
Kashmiri households,and
Frozen Rivers evoking the
serene beauty of winterin
the Valley. Other notable
shades include Gulmarg
Peaks, Apple Blossom, Car-
pets of Old Leaves, Flower
Carpets in spring, among
others all paying homage
to Kashmir's beauty.
Hargave further added,
“The Kashmir-inspired
shade collectionisourtrib-
utetothevalley'sunparal-
leled beauty. We've care-
fully studied local color
preferences to ensure our
palette resonates with
Kashmiri homeowners.
From the warm tones that
complement traditional
woodeninteriors toweath-
er-resistant exteriors that
can withstand Srinagar's
distinct seasons.

employee shall be picked / dropped from his / her residence.

11. The driver of the vehicle should be authentic license holder, decent, well behaved and should not have any past
history of accidents. Further

12. Insurance of the vehicle, payment of toll tax, pollution certificate etc will be the responsibility of owner of the
vehicle, for which any violation, District TB Officer, Srinagar shall not be responsible.

13. In case of vehicle breakdown, a substitute vehicle has to be provided by the contractor immediately and in case
the vehicle does not report within the reasonable time or does not report on time, the concerned officer shall hire
a vehicle from the market and the charges incurred will be borne by the contractor.

14. The tenderer have to submit the details as per the following format:

S.No Vehicle No. Brand Name of Vehicle Model of Vehicle

Rate per Month / Per Day
with all charges.
Besides Sealed Tenders affixed with Rs. 5.00 revenue stamp are invited from dealers dealing with organizing of
events by providing Buffy services ( Veg / Non Veg) / Lunch Packs (Veg & Non Veg.) during trainings & other
events( whenever required) and dealers dealing with aluminum partitioning / fabrication (whenever / wherever
required during FY 2025-26) which should reach to the office of the undersigned within 05 days from the date of
publication of this tender notice. The rates quoted by the quoters should be per square feet / RFT / per no. / per pack
whichever applicable, complete job FOR stores / location, inclusive of all taxes and should be valid for the year 2025-

26.

DIPK-378/25
Date: Apr 15 2025

District Tuberculosis Officer
Srinagar

(Government of Jammu & Kashmir)
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL DISTRICT MAGISTRATE/
ADDITIONAL DEPUTY COMMISSIONER HANDWARA
Phone No. 01955-262226, Email Id: adchandwara26@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public that the undersigned has
been appointed as the Inquiry Officer to conduct a Magisterial Inquiry into the tragic incident
involving the overturning of a bus carrying students from Government Degree College, Sogam,
which occurred near the Vodhpora area of Handwara on 12-04-2025. This unfortunate accident
resulted in the death of two female students and caused injuries to several others. The inquiry is
being conducted pursuant to Order No. 117-DCK/Adm of 2025 dated 12-04-2025, issued by the
District Magistrate, Kupwara, under endorsement No. DCK/PS/2025/46/853-56 dated 12-04-2025.
All individuals, eyewitnesses, or members of the public who possess any information relevant to
the incident are hereby requested to record their statements in person at the Office of the
undersigned,(Additional Deputy Commissioner, Handwara) within 10 days w.e.f. 15-04-2025
during office hours.

DIPK-381/25
Dated : 15-04-2025 Javed Naseem Masoodi (JKAS),
Additional District Magistrate ,

Handwara

®© 00 ©

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

TheRegistrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer WAGOORA
)/ chokedar has submitted case file pertaining
to Birth of ABDUL MANAN LONE S/O NASEER AHMAD LONE R/O
THINDIMA  Tehsil KREERI Distt. Baramulla having verified the
date of Birth as 18/09/2019 and event has been shown to be
occured at HOME for issuance of delay order .In this connection.
if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of Birth
certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07 days, after
that no objection shall be entertaine

Executive Magistrate
1st Class KREERI

PUBLICNOTICE

Itis inform to all general public through the medium of
notice that | sajad Hussain malla s/o Gh Hussain malla R/o
Rakhi Duslipora that my daughter namely quratul-ain dob
is 1202 2016 now | wan to
Obtain dob certificate he she the context of bdo singpora
with in period of seven days yours faithfully Sajad Hussain
malla

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth| Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

TheRegistrar Birthsand Deaths (Block Development Officer WAGOORA
)/ chokedar has submitted case file pertaining
to Birth of HURAIN BINTI RAYEES D/O RAYEES DILAWAR R/O
ROHAMA Tehsil RAFIYABAD Distt. Baramulla having verified the
date of Birth as 05/10/2022 and event has been shown to be
occured at CHC KREERIforissuance of delay order.Inthis connection
.if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of Birth
certificateshall present his/her claim this office within 07 days, after
that no objection shall be entertained

Executive Magistrate
1st Class KREERI

that consumers across

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified that my DAUGHTER'S DOB has
been incorrectly mentioned on his Adhar card
729449246943,as 04/06/2009 FATIMA ALTAF SHAH
D/O ALTAF HUSSAIN SHAH while the correct DOB is
11/11/2010 FATIMA ALTAF SHAH D/O ALTAF HUSSAIN
SHAH r/o Gund Chogul now

i hava applied for the correction. If anybody having
any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her
objection at concerned authority / TEHSIL HANDWARA
within a period of 07 days after that no objection will
be accepted.

Name: FATIMA ALTAF SHAH DOB 11/11/2010
D/O ALTAF HUSSAIN SHAH

R/0: GUND CHOGUL TEHSIL HANDWARA
DIST KUPWARA

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis inform to all general public notice that i nisar ahmad
Dar s/o Gh Rasool Dar R/O Zadi mohalla halga gund
ibrahim A now i want contracter D class card if any body
have any body have any objection regarding issuance of D
class card he she the contect of Nisar ahmad Dar
S/o Gh rasool Dar R/o zadi mohalla halga gund ibrahim A
contect no 8825012266

Yours faith fully
Nisar ahmad s/O GH rasool dar R/o zadi mohalla

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis inform to all general public through the
medium of notic thati mohammad abass ganie s/o
mohd akbar ganie R/o kripal pora payeen matipora
that my daughter namely yasmeena abass is born
on 20-11-2022 now i want to obtain dob certificate if
anﬁbody have any objection regarding issuance of
dob certificate he she the contect of bdo singpora
with in period of seven days

00 ¢
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Orchardists advised to spray fungicide before rains to prevent scab
Fungicide application safe even durlng bloom stage say horticulture scientists

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Apr 15: With weather fore-
casts predictingrainfall across Kash-
mir from April 18, horticulture
experts have strongly advised
orchardists tospray fungicides ahead
of the rains to prevent scab and
otherfungalinfections that threaten
apple crops during wet conditions.

Speaking to the news agency—Kash-
mir News Observer (KNO), experts
said rainfall plays a key role in the
spread of foliar diseases. “Moisture
from rain wets leaf surfaces and
creates an ideal environment for
fungalinfections tothrive.Rainalso

helps spores travel from one part of
the tree to another and from plant
to plant,” they said.

To minimise this risk, applying fun-
gicides before rain can significantly
reduce the chances ofinfection, they
said,addingthatifthe plantisalready
coated with fungicide, it forms a
protective barrier, reducing the like-
lihood of disease development.

Dr Tariq Rasool, a senior scientist at
Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agri-
cultural Sciences and Technology
(SKUAST), said, "Had there been no
further rains forecast, there would
be little need to spray fungicides at
this stage. Since the weather depart-
ment has predicted morerains from

o i
Friday, itis crucial for growers to act
quickly and spray fungicide before
the showers begin.”
He said that in areas where there is

currently full bloom, people need to
go foramist spray,adding that there
isnothing wrong with spraying dur-
ingbloomifthey had sprayed 10days

earlier.DrTariq said that only recom-
mended fungicides must be sprayed.

"However, if they (farmers) had
sprayed justfive or sixdays ago, then
they don't need to spray again as of
now," he added.

He said that last year a few farmers
complained about some fungicide;
inthat case, they can avoid that par-
ticularone and use any other recom-
mended fungicide. Any fungicide
can create problems in some areas
due to location and other issues, he
said.

Dr Majid, another horticulture
expert,said thatorchardists wholast
sprayed their apple trees in the first
week of April—and whose trees are

now in full bloom—can safely go
ahead with another round of fungi-
cide spraying, but they must spray
mistly.

“New research confirms that apply-
ing fungicides during bloom does
not adversely affect the fruit. The
notion that scab won't strike during
floweringisamyth—scabcanattack
at any time. So, if it’s been over 10
days since yourlast spray, you should
definitely spray before the rain
begins,” he advised.

Dr Majid recommended using mist
sprays rather than forceful sprays to
protect delicate flower petals and
young fruits. “Avoid the practice of
soaking or ‘bathing’ the entire tree.

SKUAST-K Holds 56th and 57th REAC Meetings,
Reinforces Farmer- Focused Innovation in J&K

E DR.AB QAYOOM

Srinagar,Apr,15: Sher-e-Kashmir Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sciences and
Technology of Kashmir (SKUAST-K)
today convened its 56th and 57th
Researchand Extension Advisory Com-
mittee (REAC) meetings at its main
campus, reinforcing its commitment
toaligningresearch and extension with
the evolving needs of the farming com-
munity in Jammu and Kashmir. The
meetings were held under the chair-
manship of Vice Chancellor Prof. Nazir
Ahmad Ganai.In his opening remarks,
Prof. Ganai emphasized the university’s
pivotal role in transforming tradition-
al farming systems into modern, sus-
tainable,and economically viable mod-
els. He underlined the importance of
interdisciplinary collaboration, value
chain development, and promotion of
youth-drivenagri-startups, reiterating
SKUAST-K’s vision to make Jammuand
Kashmir a model bio-economy.A key
highlight ofthe event was the announce-
ment of progress on the 500-kanalland
inSallar, Anantnag, where preliminary

work has begun for a new Krishi Vigy-
anKendra (KVK)and Research Station.
This upcoming center is expected to
become a hub for agricultural innova-
tion, demonstration, and farmer train-
ing in South Kashmir. Prof. Ganai also
lauded the contribution of the univer-
sity’s floriculture breeding units for
their leadership in the field.

Marking a new phase in leadership,
Prof. Raihana Habib Kanth, the new
Director Extension/SAMET], steered

the proceedings with a focus on
strengthening the feedback loop
between field realities and research
agendas. She highlighted the Director-
ate’s achievements in expanding out-
reach, promoting climate-resilient
practices, and addressing on-ground
challenges in seed quality, pest and
disease control, and nutritional secu-
rity.On the occasion, a new booklet on
Integrated Farming Systems tailored to
theregion’sagro-climaticdiversity was

released, providing updated models for
sustainable agriculture.The technical
sessions featured discussions with field
officers and scientists. Key concerns
included indiscriminate pesticide use
in horticulture, addressed by Director
Horticulture Mr.Zahoor,and the urgent
need for improving Post-Entry Quar-
antine (PEQ) facilities. Dr. M.K. Verma,
Director CITH, emphasized developing
a comprehensive technological inven-
tory to serve both scientists and farm-
ers as a go-to resource.The committee
also reviewed results from minikit
trialsacrossvariousdistricts, proposing
the release of new wheat, maize, and
vegetable varieties. Strategies for
upscaling successful interventionsand
enhancing coordination with line
departments were also deliberated
upon. Officials from Agriculture, Hor-
ticulture, Animal Husbandry, Sericul-
ture, and allied departments contrib-
uted vital insights.The meetings
concluded with a renewed resolve to
bolster research-extension linkages
and a vote of thanks acknowledging
theactive participation of all stakehold-
ers.

IEC Campaign Against Drug
Abuse Launched Across
Kupwara Schools

m  DRABQAYOOM

Kupwara, April 15: In A significant move to curb drug
abuse among the youth, the District Administration
Kupwara launched the first phase of the Information,
Education, and Communication (IEC) campaign across
various schools in the district.The campaign was for-
mally inaugurated by the Nodal Officer of the IEC Cam-
paign at Government Boys Higher Secondary School,
Handwara. Focused on raising awareness about the ill
effects of drug abuse, the initiative witnessed active
participation from more than 1500 students, as well as
members of civil society, school faculty, and local stake-
holders.Resource persons from multiple departments
conducted interactive sessions and awareness talks,
sheddinglight on the physical, psychological, and social
impact of substance abuse. Students engaged in open
discussions, reflecting the campaign’s success in foster-
ing dialogue on the issue.This initiative is part of the
district administration’s broader efforts to promote a
drug-free environment and encourage healthy lifestyle
choices among the younger generation. Subsequent
phases of the campaign are planned and will be rolled
out as per the schedule.

VCIUST engages Student
Council to Strengthen Dialogue
on Campus Development

B HT News Network

Awantipora, April 15: Prof. Shakil Ahmad Romshoo, Vice
ChancellorIslamic University of Science and Technology
(IUST),today met with the elected representatives of the
Student Council emphasizing open dialogue, mutual
respect, and the importance of student engagement in
institutional development.The Vice Chancellor com-
mended the Student Council for their active involvement
incampus life and reaffirmed the administration’s com-
mitment to addressing student concerns. Discussions
centered on academic facilities, student welfare.

®© 00 ©

CUKashmir’s deptt of Physical
education holds workshop

B HT News Network

Ganderbal, Apr 15: Department of Physical Educa-
tion, Central University of Kashmir (CUKashmir)
organised a one-day workshop "Mental Health for

University Students.”

In his message, Vice-Chancellor, Prof. A. Ravinder
Nath, highlighted the importance of conducting

workshops focused on mental health.

Inhisaddress, Dean, School of Education, Prof. Syed
Z.A.Geelani,emphasized the need to address men-
tal health issues in academic settings. Dr. Kaukab
Azeem, HoD, provided an overview of the workshop,
outlining its objectives and structure.Keynote
speaker, Dr. Varghese C. Anthony, High Performance
Director at the National Centre of Excellence, Sports
Authority of India, CRC, Bhopal, shared valuable
insights on mental resilience and performance.

The second speaker, Dr. Zornitza Mladenova, Co-
founder and CEO of Global Diplomatic Magazine in

Bulgaria, delivered an online lecture on global
perspectives regarding mental health support
systems.Dr. Kovatcheva, Research Policy Director
atthe University of Library Studies and Information
TechnologiesinBulgaria, discussed research-based
strategies for mental well-being.In his address, Prof.
Shahid Rasool, Dean Academic Affairs, provided
context to the mental health discourse specific to
the university and highlighted the importance.

PM Modi’s April 19 Visit to
Inaugurate Katra-Srinagar Vande
Bharat Train Postponed: Sources

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Apr 15: Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s proposed
visit to Jammu and Kashmir on April 19 for the inauguration of
the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) project
has been postponed.

Official sources privy to the development saidthat the scheduled
visit of the Prime Minister has been postponed.

“The visit scheduled for April 19 has been postponed. A new
date will be communicated later,” a top official told JKNS, how-
ever, remained tight-lipped about the reason behind the post-
ponement.

The USBRL project, one of the most strategically important
infrastructure projects in the region, connects the Kashmir
Valley with the rest of India through a railway network that
includes the world’s highest railway bridge over the Chenab
River,along with aseries of tunnels and long-span bridges across
the Pir Panjal range.

The project is seen as a major milestone for J&K’s connectivity
and development, with far-reaching implications for tourism,
the economy, and transportation in the region.

The railway line has already been tested successfully, and
preparations for the inaugural ceremony had reached the final
stage. Top railway officials and security agencies were coordi-
natingto ensure the smooth execution of the high-profile event.
(JKNS)

MLA Shopian lays foundation of
dev projects in the district
B HT News Network

SHOPIAN, APRIL 15: In a major push towards infrastructural
growth and inclusive development, Member of Legislative
Assembly (MLA) Shopian, Adv. Shabir Ahmad Kullay, today laid
the foundation stone for Rs 4.98 crore project titled, ‘Develop-
ment of Adjoining villages of MC Shopian.

The foundation ceremony was held at Pinjora, Shopian, in the
presence of officials, public representatives,and local residents.
The ambitious project, initiated by the Municipal Council Shop-
ianand to be executed by the Public Works (R&B) Department,
aims to enhance connectivity, civic amenities, and infrastruc-
ture in the peripheral villages of Shopian town.

Speaking onthe occasion, the MLA reaffirmed his commitment
to equitable and balanced development.

He stressed the importance of upgrading infrastructure to
bridge the gap between townships and their adjoining settle-
ments, thereby fostering sustainable growth.

Local residents and community leaders welcomed the move
and expressed hope that the initiative would bring long-
pending infrastructural improvements to fruition. Speaking
on the occasion, the MLA reaffirmed his commitment to equi-
table and balanced development.

Self-taught Kashmiri techie completes 500
freelance projects while pursuing education

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Apr 15: Sajid Ahmad, a self-
taught tech talent from Srinagar, has
emerged as a promising face in the digi-
tal freelancing world with his expertise
in video editing, graphic design, web
development and digital marketing.
What started as a childhood curiosity
with electronic gadgets grew into a full-
fledged passion for technology. “I was
always curiousabouthow thingsworked,”
Sajid Ahmad said.

He spoke of opening devices like DVD
players, emergency lights, and gaming
consolesjust to see what wasinside. “My
journey took a serious turn in 6th grade
when a computer entered my life. I
immersed myselfinlearning everything
I could about computer hardware and
software. That computer changed every-
thing for me—it made me realise I could
build and fix things on my own,” he said.
By 8th standard, he had become known
as a tech-savvy troubleshooter in his

Sajid said his ability to communicate in
English and the quality of his work helped
him attract his first client within a week
of starting online freelancing. “The
moment gave me confidence thatIcould
do this from Kashmir and reach people
globally,” he said.Over the years, Sajid
launched his own digital agency, Sajid-
Studios — where he offers a complete
suite of services including Digital Strat-
egy, UI/UX Design, Content Writing,
Content Creation (YouTube videos, Face-
bookads, etc.), Digital Marketing, Brand-
ing, Web Development and Social Media
Management.He went on to pursue a
diplomaand B.Techin Computer Science

locality — helping friends and neighbours
fix their devices, whether hardware or
software-related. His deep interest in
tech naturally progressed toward free-
lancing, which he discovered during 11th
grade.

“With no mentor and limited internet
access, | started working locally, fixing
computer issues while learning digital

skills through YouTube tutorials and self-
study,” Sajid said.

“I started learning coding languages for
web and application development. In
addition to that, I taught myself to use
Photoshop, Premiere Pro, After Effects,
and other creative software on my own.
I had no professional course or teacher,
but was determined to learn,” he added.

Engineering. “Balancing academics and
freelancing, I completed over 1000+ free-
lance projectsin web development, con-
tent creation, branding and social media
marketing,” he said. “Freelancing not only
helped me grow professionally but also
funded my further education, made me
financially independent and eventually
helped me become an entrepreneur.
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Jammu and Kashmir
Teachers Forum Holds a
Significant Meeting in
Srinagar

®  Aashiq Hussain

Srinagar,14 April (HT) An important and
highly productive meeting of the Jammu
and Kashmir Teachers Forum was con-
vened today at Srinagar, under the
esteemed chairmanship of Mr. Mohammad
Shafi Rather. The proceedings were grace-
fully conducted by the dynamic Provincial
President, Mr. Javaid Ahmad Bhat.

The meeting brought together a vibrant
representation from across the Union
Territory, with stakeholders from the UT,
Provincial, and District levels participating
with enthusiasm and commitment. A range
of vital organizational matters were
deliberated upon, focusing on the strength-
ening and streamlining of the Forum’s over
all vision and functioning,.

Participants expressed unanimous satisfac-
tion with the overall performance of the
organisation, applauding its role as a strong
and unified voice for the teaching commu-
nity. Every member present contributed
valuable insights and perspectives, which
were met with warmth and appreciation—
highlighting the democratic spirit and
collective wisdom of the Forum.

Beyond internal matters, the meeting also
engaged in thoughtful dialogue around key
issues and challenges facing the education
sector in Jammu and Kashmir. The Forum
welcomed recent positive initiatives by the
authorities, particularly the promotion of
Headmasters, viewing them as steps in the
right direction towards educational uplift-
ment.

Importantly, the Forum also shone a light
on the unwavering dedication, discipline,
and work ethic of the teaching fraternity—
the true torchbearers of knowledge and
nation-building. It strongly advocated for a
robust and well-supported ecosystem to
nurture the dreams and potential of the
region’s budding learners.

The Forum reiterated its unwavering
support for all progressive, teacher as well
as student-centered policies and actions of
the Government that aim to empower the
youth and elevate the standards of our
education sector.

The esteemed members who were part of
today's meeting were as:

Chairman

Mohammad Shafi Rather

Chief Organiser

Farooq Ahmad Sofi

Vice Chairmen

Javid Ahmad Malik

Shabir Ahmad Bhat

Patron

Ghulam Mohammad Bhat

UT-Level Office Bearers

Muneer Ahmad Khan - UT Vice President
Peer Sharief Din - UT Joint Secretary
Ghulam Nabi Kralpore - Senior UT Advisor
Shally Vohra - UT Vice President (Women's
Wing)

Mohammad Hanief Kherka - UT Executive
Shabir Ahmad Bhat - Finance Secretary
Abdul Qayoom Mir - UT Executive
Mohammad Ashraf Ahangar - UT Execu-
tive

Dr. Abdullah - Chief Advisor
Provincial-Level Office Bearers

Javid Ahmad Bhat - Provincial President
Javid Ahmad Khan - Provincial Vice
President

Nazir Shahid - Provincial Vice President
Gulzar Nahami - Provincial Executive
Syeed Shafi Shaheen - Provincial Executive
Zahoor Ahmad Bhat - Provincial Media
Coordinator

Ghulam Hassan War - Provincial Organiser
Nisar Ahmad Sheikh - Provincial Executive
Sajad Ahmad Para - Provincial Executive
Fayaz Ahmad Mir - Provincial Coordinator
District Presidents (DP)

Fayaz Ahmad Malik - DP Bandipora
Ghulam Hassan Mir - DP Pulwama

Syeed Naseer - DP Budgam

Sahil Bashir — DP Kupwara

Shabir Ahmad Shah - DP Baramulla

Bashir Ahmad Shah - DP Anantnag

Other Notables

Mohammad Hussain

Shabir Ahmad Lone.

The meeting ended on a positive note with
all the members showing resounding unity;,
dedication and commitment towards the
strengthening of our beloved organization
and betterment of our education sector.

JKEDI commences week long Management
Development Programs in 15 districts of J&K

B HT News Network

JAMMU]/ SRINAGAR, APRIL15: The Jammu
and Kashmir Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Institute (JKEDI) today commenced
Management Development Programs
(MDP)in 15 districts of Jammu and Kash-
mir, under the Raising and Accelerating
MSME Performance (RAMP) scheme, an
initiative launched by the Union Ministry
of MSME.The Management Development
Programmes (MDPs)were inauguratedin
the districts including Kathua, Kishtwar,
Ramban, Reasi,Samba, Udhampur, Anant-
nag, Bandipora, Baramulla, Budgam, Gan-
derbal, Kulgam, Kupwara, Pulwama and
Shopian, wherein 310 candidates are
undergoing 30 hourlong training program
for six days.At District Kishtwar, Samba
and Bandipora, the MDPs were inaugu-
rated by Rajesh Kumar Shavan, Deputy
Commissioner, Kishtwar and Rajesh Shar-
ma, Deputy Commissioner, Samba, and
Manzoor Ahmad Qadri, District Develop-

Jamn
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ment Commissioner, Bandipora respec-
tively.The MDPs at Kulgam, Shopian and
Udhampur were inaugurated by Altaf
Ahmad Khan, ADDC Kulgam, Dr. Nasir
Ahmad Lone, ADDC Shopian and Rajinder
Singh, ADDC Udhampur respectively.

AtPulwama, Noushad Ahmad Rather, Joint
Director, Planning /CPO Pulwama inau-

} DiSTRICT EMPLO
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gurated the programme. At Ganderbal,
the MDP was inaugurated by Gulzar
Ahmad Khan, ADC Ganderbal.
AtKupwara, the MDPwasinaugurated by
Mumtaz Ahmad, ACR Kupwara while
Mohammad Naseeb, SDM, Banihal, inau-
gurated the MDP at Ramban.

At Anantnag, Dilshada Akhtar, GM, DIC,

Anantnag inaugurated the MDP while it
wasinaugurated by Dr. Ashwini, Assistant
Director, MSME, Srinagar, at Budgam. The
programme was inaugurated at Baram-
ulla by Javaid Ahmad Ganaie, Principal,
Government, ITI Baramulla.

These MDPs coordinated by JKEDI District
Centres has participation from local
MSMEs who will be provided with thereal
time know-how of running and managing
the businesses. The programme will help
the MSMEs of the area to enhance their
skills and interact with the experts from
different line departments.

The programaims to strengthen manage-
rial, financial, and strategic skills of entre-
preneurs and small business owners,
empowering them to scale up operations,
enhance competitiveness and create sus-
tainable enterprises. This flagshipinitiative
is being implemented in alignment with
thebroader objectives of the Government
of India’s RAMP program to bolster the
MSME ecosystem.

New Bus Stand at Thandi Khui nearing completion
DC Samba lnspects pace of remaining work

B HT News Network

SAMBA, APRIL 15: Deputy
Commissioner Rajesh Shar-
ma today conducted an
on-site inspection of the
new bus stand at Thandi
Khui today. Theinspection
revealed that construction
work is progressing rap-
idly and nearing comple-
tion.

Deputy Commissioner
Rajesh Sharma today con-
ducted an on-site inspec-
tion of the new bus stand
at Thandi Khui today. The
inspection revealed that
construction work is pro-
gressing rapidly and near-
ing completion.

The strategically located
bus stand is designed to
accommodate a large vol-
ume of passengers and will

DC Ramban Presides Over
World Art Day Celebration at
Sanasar

B HT News Network

Ramban, April 15: To mark World Art Day 2025, Depu-
ty Commissioner Ramban, Baseer-Ul-Haq Chaudhary,
today presided overavibrant cultural programorganized
by JAMMUTthreesixty's 'Artsar'—a collective of multi-
disciplinary artists—at A Pinne Cone, Sanasar.

The event, held under the creative supervision of Vivek
Mahajan, renowned photographer, creative director,
and founder of JAMMUthreesixty, celebrated diverse
artistic expressions and cultural heritage.

The Deputy Commissioner was accompanied by ADC
Varunjeet Singh Charak, ACD Shrinath Suman, Xen PWD
Abhishek Mahajan, Tehsildar Batote Vijay Sharma, BDO

®

The strategically located
bus stand is designed to
accommodate a large vol-
ume of passengers and will
significantly enhance con-
nectivity and ease of move-
ment in the region.
During the inspection, the
DC was accompanied by
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) Vijaypur, Sandeep
Dubey and Tehsildar
Sudesh among other offi-
cers.

"This new facility repre-
sents an important infra-
structure development for
our district,” said DC Shar-
ma. "Once operational, it
will improve transporta-
tion services for residents
and visitors alike, while
supporting our broader
goals for regional develop-
ment."

The officials thoroughly
reviewed the ongoing con-
struction activities and

expressed satisfaction with
the progress made thus far.
The bus stand is expected
to be fully operational in
the coming months.

The Thandi KhuiBus Stand
projectis partofthedistrict
administration's efforts to
modernize transportation
infrastructure andimprove
publicservices. The facility
will feature amenities
designed to enhance pas-
senger comfort and safety.

significantly enhance con-
nectivity and ease of move-
ment in the region.
During the inspection, the
DC was accompanied by
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) Vijaypur, Sandeep
Dubey and Tehsildar
Sudesh among other offi-
cers.

"This new facility repre-
sents an important infra-
structure development for
our district," said DC.

Batote, and officials from the Tourism and allied depart-
ments.While addressing the gathering, the DCappreci-
ated the efforts of JAMMUthreesixty in uniting young
artistsand emphasized leveraging platformslike Artsar
to promote local talent in fields like painting, poetry,
singing, writing, and photography. He encouraged all
stakeholders to support creative expression as a tool
for youth engagement and cultural revival.

Later, the DCalso presided over the valedictory function
of the Mountaineering Training Program organized by
the Jawahar Institute of Mountaineering and Winter
Sports, which saw participation from students across
the country. He lauded the spirit of adventure among
the youth and distributed certificates and medals to

the participants for their outstanding performances.

Under Trail Review Committee
meeting held at Kupwara

B HT News Network

KUPWARA, APRIL 15: District Legal Ser-
vices Authority (DLSA) Kupwara, under the
aegis of the Jammu & Kashmir Legal Ser-
vices Authority, convened its 2nd Quar-
terly Under Trial Review Committee (UTRC)
meeting today in the office chamber of the
Secretary/ Sub-judge Kupwara.The meeting,
chaired by Mansoor Ahmad, Additional
District&Session Judge (I/CChairman UTRC
Committee) Handwara, brought together
relevant stakeholders from the Judiciary,
Police, Administration,and Medical Frater-
nity toaddress the crucial issue of ensuring
fair and speedy justice for under trial pris-
oners and measures to expedite the legal
proceedings.The committee reviewed the
shortlisted 06 cases of UTPs falling within
different categories as specifiedin NALSA's,

Standing Operating Procedure for UTRCs.
The meeting was attended by Moneer
Ahmad, Sub-Judge/Secretary DLSA Kup-
wara; Chief Medical Officer, Kupwara Dr.
MirRamzan; Assistant Commissioner Rev-
enue, Kupwara, Mumtaz Ahmad; Executive
Magistrate 1st Class, Handwara, Additional
Superintendent Of Police, Kupwara, Public
Prosecutor Kupwara, Superintendent of
districtJail Kupwaraand Deputy Chief LADC
Kupwara.The UTRC will continue to moni-
tor the situation of under-trials and make
recommendations of the inmates who fall
within the categories laid down by the
Supreme Court in the modified NALSA’s
SOPs of UTRC.The committee will alsowork
closely with the relevant stakeholders
including the judiciary, the bar, and the
civil society organization to implement
effective solutions.

Quality Seedlings distributed
among beneficiaries at Shopian

B HT News Network

SHOPIAN, APRIL 15: In a proactive step
towards boosting agricultural productivity
and supporting the local farming commu-
nity, the Department of Agriculture Shop-
iantoday distributed high-quality vegetable
and fruit seedlings at Mini-Secretariat Shop-
ian.Theinitiativeis partof the department's
ongoing efforts under various centrally
sponsored schemes to promote sustainable
agriculture and ensure timely availability
of inputs to the farmers.

Awidevariety of seedlings including knol
khol, tomato, cucumber, squash and other
exotic varieties of vegetables were made
available to the beneficiaries.

The department staff also provided on-
the-spot technical guidance on nursery

management, transplanting techniques and
organic cultivation methods to help farmers
get the best yield.

The officials of the Agriculture Depart-
ment highlighted the government's com-
mitment to doubling farmers' income and
encouraged the use of high-quality variet-
ies for better output.

The farmers expressed gratitude for the
timely support and quality of the seedlings
provided to them on the occasion.

Senior officials from the Agriculture
Department, field officers and technical
staff were present. The farmers expressed
gratitude for the timely support and qual-
ity of the seedlings provided tothemonthe
occasion.

Senior officials from the Agriculture
Department, field officers and technical
staff were present.

SKUAST-Jammu organises Farmer-Centric Qutreach
Programme under Trlbal Sub- Plan in Reasi

B HT News Network

REASI, APRIL15: Afarmer-centricoutreach
programme was today organized here at
Village Sungri, Panchayat ChannaB, Block
Chassana.

The event was held under the Government
of India’s Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP) initiative
and conducted by SKUAST-Jammu through
its ICAR - All India Coordinated Research
Programme (AICRP) on Rice, Chatha Cen-
tre, in collaboration with the Agriculture
Production & Farmers Welfare Department.
The programme, under the visionary lead-
ership of Prof. B.N. Tripathi, Vice Chancel-
lor, aimed at promoting sustainable rice
cultivation, input support, and livelihood
enhancementamong Scheduled Tribe (ST)
rice farmers of the Mahore region.
Member Legislative Assembly Gulabgarh

Er Khurshied Ahmed graced the occasion
and appreciated SKUAST-Jammu’s dedi-
cated efforts for tribal farmer welfare. He
also highlighted the agricultural potential
oftheregion and stressed the importance
of diversification in farming practices.

The event witnessed active support from
the Reasi District Administration, includ-
ing Deputy Commissioner Nidhi Malik,
ADDC Sukhdev Singh Samyal and Chief
Agriculture Officer Harbans Singh.

Their efforts ensured smooth coordination

and farmer-friendly arrangements. A total
of 200 Agricultural Input Kits, including a
Knapsack Sprayer,aRake,and 12 kgof Giza
Variety Rice Seed, were distributed among
the ST rice farmers. The distribution was
facilitated by the Agriculture Department
team led by SDAO Dharmari Naresh Gup-
ta and supported by AEOs and field staff
from the concerned areas in collaboration
with SKUAST-Jammu scientists.
Technical sessions led by Dr. Anuradha
Saha, Chief Scientist & Incharge, AICRP on
Rice, provided farmers with expert guid-
ance onscientificrice cultivation, pestand
disease management, and soil health. She
was joined by Dr. R.S. Sudan, Dr. Rajan
Salaliaand Dr.Parveen Singh, who empha-
sized the importance of adopting natural
and organic farming methods for cost-
effectiveness, sustainability and better soil
conservation.
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Sakeena Itoo engages daily with scores of public
delegations, individuals at Civil Secretariat

Initiative reflects Omar govt’s proactive administration, people-first policies

[ | HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL 15: In her continued efforts
towards ensuring transparent governance
and prompt grievance redressal of public
centric issues, Minister for Health and
Medical Education, Social Welfare and
Education, Sakeenaltoo, is engaging with
scores of public delegations, individuals
on daily basis at Civil Secretariat.

The initiative has drawn widespread
appreciation from public as scores of
delegations, civil society members and
individuals from various districts of
Jammu and Kashmir call on the Minister
toshare their pressing concerns, develop-
ment needs and welfare issues.

The Minister, whois holding crucial port-
folios of Health and Medical Education,
Social Welfare, School Education and
Higher Education departments, during
these interactions issues on the spot

directionstothe concerned departments
for necessary action on the grievances
raised.

While engaging with these public delega-
tions and individuals, Sakeena Itoo reaf-
firmed the commitment of government

tograssroots governance. “Public Darbars
are abridge between the administration
and the people. It is our duty to ensure
every voiceis heard and genuine concerns
are addressed promptly”, she said.

She highlighted that this daily outreach

program is a model of proactive admin-
istration and people-first governance,
which is core idea of Omar Abdullah led
government.

The Minister further said that all the
departmental heads have been directed
tomaintainresponsiveness towards pub-
lic issues and ensure timely follow-ups
on the matters raised during these ses-
sions.Theinitiative hasdrawnwidespread
appreciation from public as scores of
delegations, civil society members and
individuals from various districts of
Jammu and Kashmir call on the Minister
toshare their pressing concerns, develop-
ment needs and welfare issues.

The Minister, whois holding crucial port-
folios of Health and Medical Education,
Social Welfare, School Education and
Higher Education departments, during
these interactions issues on the spot
directions to the concerned departments
for necessary action on the grievances.

6-day Management
Development
Programme for
MSME units begins
at Kishtwar

B HT News Network

KISHTWAR, APRIL 15: The
Jammu & Kashmir Entrepre-
neurship Development Insti-
tute (JKEDI) today started a
6-day Management Develop-
ment Programme (MDP)
under the Raising and Accel-
erating MSME Performance
(RAMP) scheme here at ITI
campus.

The programme wasinau-
gurated by Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kishtwar Rajesh
Kumar Shavan.

Supported by the World
Bank, the RAMP scheme is a
flagship initiative aimed at
strengthening the capabilities
and performance of Micro,
Small and Medium Enter-
prises (MSMEs) across the
Union Territory.

The scheme focuses on
enhancing market access,
technology adoption, finan-
cial inclusion, and capacity
building, while promoting

DC releases booklet Visual Highlights of Development
under District Capex Budget 2024-25 at Kathua
Brochure Showcases transformative Initiatives

[ | HT News Network

KATHUA, APRIL 15: District
Development Commissioner Dr.
Rakesh Minhas today released a
dedicated booklet titled ‘Visual
Highlights of Development under
District Capex Budget 2024-25'".
Compiled by the Chief Planning
Office, the booklet captures the
breadth and impact of develop-
mental initiatives carried out
across thedistrictduring the last
financial year.

The publicationreflectsafocused
and inclusive approach adopted
under Dr. Minhas’s leadership,
aiming to align government ini-
tiatives with grassroots-level
needs and aspirations. By pri-
oritizing genuine publicdemands
during the preparation and
execution of the Capex Budget,
the district administration has
succeeded in translating policy
into meaningful on-ground
transformation.

The documented highlights
include progress made in educa-
tion infrastructure, healthcare
accessibility, water resource
management and community
development. Special attention
has been given to rural areas,
withinitiatives thataddress long-
standing challenges while pro-
moting resilience, equity and
opportunity.

The administration also made
key interventions to improve
rural connectivity, safety, and

environmental sustainability.
New infrastructure supporting
youthengagement, healthaware-
ness,and social upliftment forms
a central part of the district’s
developmental narrative over the
past year.

Efforts to strengthen power
infrastructure and address crit-
ical service gaps inremote areas
have also been underscored in
the booklet, showcasing a holis-
ticapproachtorural transforma-
tion. These steps have collec-

tively enhanced the quality oflife
and boosted economic potential
for residents across various
regions of Kathua.

Dr. Minhas commended the
efforts of all stakeholders, includ-
ing the District Development
Council, field departments and
community members, whose
collaboration made these
achievements possible. He
emphasized that the visual com-
pilation not only serves as a
record of accomplishments but
also as a motivation for future
goals.The launch of this maiden
visual bookletisasignificant step
by District Administration Kath-
ua towards transparent gover-
nance. It offers citizens a clear
glimpse into the district's devel-
opment journey and is available
on the official website: [www.
kathua.nic.in](http://www.kath-
ua.nic.in).

ADDC, ADC, CPO and ACD were
also present on the occasion.

greater synergy between cen-
traland UT-level institutions
for the development of the
MSME sector.The training
programme, organized by the
JKEDI District Centre, wit-
nessed the participation of 18
local MSME units.The initia-
tive will provide entrepre-
neurs with practical insights
into business management,
operational efficiency, and
institutional support mecha-
nisms. Participants will also
benefit from interactive ses-
sions with domain experts
and officials from relevant
departments.Officials and
faculty from JKEDI and ITI
Kishtwar were also present
attheinauguration.The MDP
under the RAMP scheme is a
strategic step towards build-
ing a self-reliant MSME eco-
system in Jammu and Kash-
mir, aligning with JKEDI's
mission tobridge the develop-
ment gap between UT-based
enterprises and their nation-
al counterparts. The MDP
under the RAMP scheme is a
strategic step towards build-
ing a self-reliant MSME eco-
system in Jammu and Kash-
mir, aligning with JKEDI's
missionto bridge the develop-
ment gap between UT-based
enterprises.

B HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL 15: The NCORD

Cell of Government College for
Women Parade Ground, in collabo-
ration with District Administration,
Jammutoday organized an aware-
ness camp as part of "Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan" initiative.

The programme, hosted under

the supervision of College Principal,
DrRavinder Kumar Tickoo and Teh-
sildar Jammu Khas Paramdeep
Singh,aimed at to sensitize students
about the growing menace of drug
addiction & highlight the devastat-
ing consequences of substance
abuse on individuals and the soci-
ety as a whole.

The program featured expert

talks by health professionals Dr Arti
Sharmaand DrVandana Abrol, SHO
Police Station PaccaDanga, Rakesh
Jamwal and Tehsil Social Welfare
Officer Manjeet Singh.

THEY highlighted the harmful

effects of drugabuse, early signs of

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan....

GCW Parade organises anti- drug
awareness campaign

addiction, the importance of early
intervention, rehabilitation, and
societal support to persons strug-
gling with addiction.

The students actively partici-
pated in the session, asking ques-
tions and engaging in meaningful
discussions about how toavoid and
overcome the dangers of substance
use. The speakers shared different
helpline numberswith the students
to report and seek help for those
entangled in the problem.

The Principal appreciated the
initiative and stressed the impor-
tance of continuous awareness
campaigns to combat this societal
challenge. He encouraged students
to become ambassadors of change
and spread awarenessamong peers
and communities.

JMC Commissioner reviews
Bioremediation Trial at Kot Bhalwal
Dump Site, Project launch soon

[ | HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL 15: Commissioner Jammu Municipal Corpora-
tion (JMC), Dr. Devansh Yadav today visited Kot Bhalwal dump
site to review the trial of an advanced bioremediation process
aimed at treating legacy waste and reclaiming land.
Theinitiative involves the deployment of high-capacity machin-
ery including the Warrior 1200, Screens, and Komtrack 1800,
with a combined processing capacity of approximately 3,500
metric tonnes(MT)of waste per day. This cutting-edge technol-
ogy will help in converting organic waste into manure while
efficiently segregating non-biodegradable materials such as
polythene and stones.

Speaking onthe occasion, Dr. Yadav highlighted the significance
ofthe projectin promoting sustainable waste managementand
restoring ecological balance in the region. “The entire dump
site will be cleared at the earliest, and we aim to transform it
into a lush green park for the benefit of the local community,”
he said and added that the initiative marks a key milestone in
JMC’s ongoing efforts to build a cleaner and greener Jammu.
Asasymbolic gesture of environmental commitment, the Com-
missioner planted a sapling at the site.

Among others, Joint Commissioner Health and Sanitation, Abdul
Star, Joint Commissioner (W), Firdous Ahmed Qazi, besides
other senior officers from JMC were present on the occasion.
Amongothers, Joint Commissioner Health and Sanitation, Abdul
Star, Joint Commissioner (W), Firdous Ahmed Qazi, besides
other senior officers from JMC were present on the occasion.

M Ahmed.

Assessment camp for
Specially Abled Persons
held at Surankote

B HT News Network

POONCH, APRIL 15: The District Social Welfare
Department, in collaboration with the Artificial
Limbs Manufacturing Corporation of India (ALIM-
CO0), on Tuesday organized an Assessment Camp
for Persons with Disabilities here at Dak Banglow
Surankote..

The camp was held under the guidance of Depu-
ty Commissioner Vikas Kundal and supervised by
District Social Welfare Officer (DSWO) Wakeel
Ahmed Batt. Theinitiative was partof the flagship
ADIP (Assistance to Disabled Persons for Purchase/
Fitting of Aids and Appliances) Scheme, aimed at
identifying eligible beneficiaries and assessing
their needs for assistive devices and prosthetic
aids. The focus was on empowering individuals
from remote and underserved areas.

A dedicated team of medical professionals and
technical experts conducted thorough assessments
toensure thateachindividual receive customized
and appropriate support devices. The camp wit-
nessed significant community participation, with
local residents, beneficiaries, and community
leaders expressing appreciation for the initiative.
They highlighted its impact on enhancing mobil-
ity,independence, and dignity among differently-
abled and elderly populations.

These outreach initiatives are vital in fostering
inclusive growth, enhancing accessibility, and
upholding the commitment to leaving no one
behind in the journey of social and economic
development.

Panchayat Level anti-drug
IEC Campaign witnesses
widespread participation
across district Kishtwar

B HT News Network

KISHTWAR, APRIL 15: In continuation of its efforts
to combat the menace of substance abuse, the
District Administration Kishtwar under the Super-
vision of Deputy Commissioner Rajesh Kumar
Shavan, on Tuesday conducted the Panchayat-
Village level Information, Education, and Com-
munication (IEC) campaign activities across the
District.

Theinitiative, launched across all 13 blocks of the
district, witnessed enthusiastic participation from
diverse sections of society,including local residents,
youth, students, educators,and community lead-
ers. The campaign aims to sensitize the masses
about the devastating consequences of drug
addiction and to galvanize collective action towards
building a “Nasha Mukt” (Drug-Free) society.

As part of this ongoing initiative, awareness pro-
grams are being conducted every Monday in
various panchayats by resource persons desig-
nated by the District Administration.

These included resource persons from eight key
departments, including Health, Police, Education,
Rural Development Department (RDD)and others.
These sessions are designed to ensure sustained
engagement and knowledge dissemination at the
grassroots level.

The mainfocus of today's event was the selection
ofeducationalinstitutions as venues for the events.
Today’s events were marked by impactful IEC
activities organized by the designated nodal
officers and Nodal agencies across multiple loca-
tions. The programs focused on instilling aware-
ness, fostering community dialogue, and encour-
aging proactive involvement of youth in preventive
efforts.

The campaign emphasizes the importance of
consistent and coordinated action to eliminate
drug abuse, while also highlighting the Adminis-
tration's unwavering commitment to public health
and societal well-being.

These events are being carried out under the
guidance of District Social Welfare Officer Zubair

Implementation of Jal Shakti Abhiyan-Catch the Rain Campaign reviewed in Poonch District

DC constitutes committee for e

[ | HT News Network

POONCH, APRIL 15: District Development
Commissioner Vikas Kundal convened a
meeting today to assess the progress of the
JalShakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain campaign
and to discuss the Action Plan for the fiscal

®© 00 ©

year 2025-26. The meeting, held at the DC

complex, brought together officers from
various line departments.The District Devel-
opment Commissioner reviewed the physi-
cal and financial progress achieved under
the Jal Shakti Abhiyan in the year 2024-25.
He underscored the critical need for water
conservation in view of growing challenges

'

ffective conservation activities

| related to water scarcity in the region. The
functionaries of stakeholder departments
provided updates on theinitiative, detailing
the advancements made under different
schemes. The DDC directed the planning
department to constitute a water conserva-
tion committee, comprising PO ICDS, DFO,
POIWMP, Executive Engineer Jal Shaktiand

Irrigation and the Chief Agriculture Officer.
He emphasized the need fora thorough study
of the campaign to ensure effective imple-
mentation in the current financial year.The
DDC stressed the importance of proper
documentation ofall programs and activities
conducted under the Abhiyan to ensure
transparency and effectiveness.
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Pvt Haj tour operators’ quota for 10,000
pilgrims restored as govt seeks Saudi help

AGENCIES
New Delhi, April 15

With the intervention of
the Indian government,
the Saudi Haj Ministry
has offered a lifeline to pri-
vate Haj operators whose
quota of sending about
10,000 pilgrims faced can-
cellation due to delayed
documentation, an official
said on Tuesday.

The Ministry of Minor-
ity Affairs (MoMA) said
that the Saudi Haj Minis-
try, in a rare gesture, has
agreed to re-open the Haj
Portal (Nusuk Portal) to
all Indian Combined Haj
Group Operators (CHGOs)
to complete their work
with respect to 10,000
pilgrims.

The portal had been
closed earlier as CHGOs,
despite reminders, had
failed to comply with the
necessary timelines set
by the Saudi authorities
to finalise the mandatory
contracts, including for
Mina camps, accommoda-

tion, and transport of pil-
grims, as required under
the Saudi regulations.

The Minority Affairs
Ministry has now issued
directions to Haj group
operators to avail of the
special relaxation offered
by the Saudi authorities
and urgently complete the
formalities on the Nusuk
Portal.

The matter of ‘cancella-
tion’ of private tour opera-
tors’ quota was raised by
Former Jammu and Kash-
mir (J&K) Chief Minister

and President of the ruling
National Conference (NC)
Dr Farooq Abdullah on
Monday.

Former Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
and President of Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP),
Mehbooba Mufti also
expressed concern over
the development.

“Urge the Ministry of
External Affairs to imme-
diately intervene by taking
up this matter with the
Saudi government to seek
a resolution”, she said on

social media platform X.

The Minority Affairs
Ministry said that due to
the Indian Government’s
efforts, the Haj quota
allocation for India has
increased from 136,020
in 2014 to 175,025 in 2025.

These quotas are final-
ised by the Saudi authori-
ties closer to the time of
the pilgrimage, it said.

The Ministry, through
the Haj Committee of
India, manages arrange-
ments for the bulk of the
quota allotted to India,
which is 122,518 in the cur-
rent year.

The balance of over
52,000 slots of the quota
were allotted, as is cus-
tomary, to private tour
operators, said a state-
ment.

Due to changes in Saudi
guidelines, more than 800
Private Tour Operators
were consolidated into
26 legal entities termed
Combined Haj Group
Operators (CHGOs), by the
Ministry this year.

Supreme court extends relief to ex-IAS
trainee officer Puja Khedkar

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, APRIL 15

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday extended, till
next week, its earlier order
directing that no coercive
action be taken against
sacked Maharashtra cadre
probationary IAS officer
Puja Khedkar, who alleg-
edly submitted false OBC
and PwBD (Persons with
Benchmark Disabilities)
certificates and fraudu-
lently availed attempts
beyond the permissible
limits provided for the
civil services examination
by faking her identity.

A bench of Justices
B.V. Nagarathna and
S.C. Sharma decided to
adjourn the proceedings
after Khedkar’s counsel
submitted that the reply to
the counter affidavit filed
by the Delhi Police has
been filed but has not yet
come on record.

Posting the matter for
hearing on April 21, the Jus-
tice Nagarathna-led Bench
asked the apex court reg-

istry to verify the status of
the rejoinder affidavit filed
on Khedkar’s behalf and,
in the meantime, ordered
extension of the interim
relief.

In an earlier hearing,
the top court questioned
Delhi Police over the slow
pace of the investigation in
the matter.

Additional Solicitor
General S.V. Raju, who
appeared on behalf of the
Delhi Police, had submit-
ted that Khedkar’s custo-
dial interrogation was nec-
essary to probe the "larger
scam" and find out the
names of the middlemen

involved.

"We want to investigate
whether this (Puja Khed-
kar’s) is an isolated case or
there is a larger number of
cases," he said.

At this, the apex court
remarked that the Delhi
Police could widen the
scope of the investigation
but questioned the need
for Khedkar’s custodial
interrogation.

"You must track up this
investigation steadfastly,"
it told the Delhi Police as it
had asked Puja Khedkar to
continue her cooperation
in the ongoing investiga-
tion.

Senior advocate Sid-
dharth Luthra, appearing
on Puja Khedkar’s behalf,
submitted that she is "will-
ing and available" to attend
the probe launched by the
Delhi Police.

On January 15, the apex
court asked the Delhi
Police and the Union
Public Service Commission
(UPSC) to file their replies
to Khedkar’s anticipatory
bail plea as it passed an ad
interim protection from
arrest in her favour.

Previously, the Delhi
High Court had dismissed
Khedkar’s pre-arrest bail
petition and vacated its
earlier order shielding her
from arrest.

In its judgment deliv-
ered on December 15,
2024, a Bench of Justice
Chandra Dhari Singh
opined that prima facie, a
strong case was made out
against Khedkar, adding
that custodial interroga-
tion of a person accused of
an offence of such nature
is required to unearth the
facts.

Nine arrested for violence over
Wagqf Act in West Bengal

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, APRIL 15

Nine people were arrested
for violence over the Waqf
(Amendment) Act in West
Bengal, Kolkata Police said
on Tuesday.

Kolkata Police said the
arrests were made in con-
nection with violence at
Bhangar in South 24 Par-
ganas district on Monday.

The violence was car-
ried out by All India Secu-
lar Front (AISF) activists
after they were stopped
from approaching Kolkata
from Bhangar to partici-
pate in a rally protesting
against the Waqf Act, the
police said.

The police have regis-
tered five cases in connec-
tion with the matter.

The AISF support-
ers blocked the Basanti
Highway in protests, and
the tension mounted fur-
ther as the police tried
to remove the blockades
using force. During the
violence, AISF activists
torched five police motor-

cycles.

They claimed that apart
from that, a police vehicle
and a prison van were also
vandalised.

The police started
action on Monday evening
and conducted raids and
search operations to track
those involved in the van-
dalism. Finally, after the
nightlong raid and search
operations, nine people
were arrested.

"Some other individuals
involved in the vandalism
are still absconding, and

efforts on our part are
still underway to track
them. The accused had
been booked on charges
of destruction of public
property," said a city
police official.

He added that the
situation at Bhangar is
totally under control and
peaceful as of Tuesday
afternoon. However, the
cops are constantly alert-
ing the people to ignore
attempts by vested inter-
ests to spread rumours. A
huge police contingent is

still deployed at Bhangar,
and they will continue to
remain so for some more
time.

Recently, Bhangar,
where political clashes
had been frequent tradi-
tionally since the previ-
ous Left Front regime,
was shifted from the
jurisdiction of South 24
Parganas district police
and brought under the
jurisdiction of Kolkata
Police to establish better
control over the law and
order situation there.

New York Declares April 14 as Dr. Ambedkar Day

AGENCIES
NEW YORK, APR 15

New York City officially
declared April 14 as Dr.
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar
Day to celebrate the 134th
birth anniversary of the
architect of India’s Consti-
tution. Mayor Eric Adams
praised Dr. Ambedkar’s
legacy, highlighting his
role as a political leader,
economist, and fierce
advocate for equality.

In his speech, Mayor
Adams emphasized
Ambedkar’s strong oppo-
sition to caste discrimi-
nation and his efforts to
protect farmers and ten-
ants in India. “Generations
of people from around
the world have crossed
oceans seeking new pos-
sibilities in New York City.
Over time, their contribu-
tions have transformed
our neighborhoods and
enriched the city's cultural
tapestry," Adams said.

Ambedkar’s fight
against caste discrimina-
tion was personal. He
experienced it firsthand
in his youth, which led
him to dedicate his life

to fighting for diversity,
equity, and inclusion. The
Mayor highlighted Ambed-
kar’s famous call to action:
“Educate, agitate, orga-
nize,” which became the
foundation of his move-
ment for social justice.
The Mayor also stressed
New York City’s align-
ment with Ambedkar’s
principles of equality and
justice. “We must renew
our commitment to these
ideals every day,” Adams

remarked, praising those
involved in the event for
honoring Ambedkar’s con-
tributions.

India's Union Minis-
ter for Social Justice and
Empowerment, Virendra
Kumar, also praised the
move, calling it a matter
of pride for all Indians.
He expressed gratitude
for the recognition of Dr.
Ambedkar's contributions
on a global stage under the
leadership of Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi.

Dr. Ambedkar, born on
April 14, 1891, in Mhow,
India, was a renowned
economist, political
leader, and social reform-
er. He earned a PhD from
Columbia University and
a DSc from the London
School of Economics. He
chaired the committee
that drafted India’s Con-
stitution, leaving a lasting
legacy in the fight for civil
rights.

Govt focused more on providing preventive
healthcare than just curative: JP Nadda

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, APRIL 15

The government is
focused more on provid-
ing preventive healthcare
rather than just curative
care in the country, said
Union Health and Family
Welfare Minister JP Nadda
on Tuesday.

In addition, palliative
and rehabilitative care is
also being provided exten-
sively in the country, he
said, while reiterating
the central government’s
commitment to providing
world-class healthcare for
all citizens.

Speaking at the fifth
convocation ceremony of
AIIMS Rishikesh, Nadda
said providing affordable
and quality healthcare to
every poor person in the
country is a priority of the
central government.

“The government is
focused on providing
healthcare which is not
only curative but also
preventive, palliative and
rehabilitative,” the Union

Minister said.

Nadda also highlighted
the achievements of AIIMS
institutes across the coun-
try in medical education
and services.

“Till the advent of this
century, India only had
one AIIMS in the country.
Today, 22 AIIMS are oper-
ating in the country.”

Highlighting the
achievements of the Union
Government in the health
sector, Nadda stated that
currently “1.75 lakh Ayush-
man Arogya Mandirs are
operational across the

country”.

These centres provide
a range of services per-
taining to healthcare and
wellness.

Further, Nadda said that
medical education has
also been improved in the
country.

“There has been a 101
per cent increase in medi-
cal colleges, totalling 780
across the country. There
has been a 130 per cent
increase in MBBS seats
while PG seats have seen
an increase of 138 per cent
in the last 10 years”.

“Similarly, to cater to
the paramedics, 157 nurs-
ing colleges are also being
established, to be co-
located with the medical
colleges”, he added.

The Union Health Min-
ister also lauded AIIMS
Rishikesh for effectively
utilising the helicopter
and drone services by res-
cuing 309 critical patients
using the services; and
for being one of the best
institutes in the country
for using digital services
like telemedicine (eSanje-
evani) to serve the remote
and underserved areas of
the state.

During the event, Shri
Nadda inaugurated sev-
eral healthcare facilities
to enhance the institute's
medical services, includ-
ing Integrated Medicine in
the Ayush Department, a
PET scan machine in the
Nuclear Medicine Depart-
ment, a PACS facility in the
Radiology Department,
and a Centre for Advanced
Paediatrics in Paediatric
Care.

Murshidabad is burning, they are
silent: CM Yogi slams Oppn

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, APRIL 15

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday launched a scath-
ing attack on the Opposi-
tion over their silence on
the violence in West Ben-
gal’s Murshidabad. ,

During the inaugura-
tion of various devel-
opment projects at the
Amar Senani Raja Narpati
Singh Memorial site in the
Hardoi district, he referred
to the ongoing communal
tensions in Bengal, where
Hindus were attacked
during protests against the
Wagf Act.

CM Yogi lambasted
political opponents for
what he called “selective
outrage” and “appease-
ment politics”.

Addressing a large
gathering, the CM said,
“Those who create unrest
and incite violence, their
only treatment is with the
danda (stick). You’ve all
seen how West Bengal is

burning, yet the Chief Min-
ister there remains silent.”

He further criticised
Mamata Banerjee’s stance,
adding, “She calls the pro-
testers and those causing
unrest ‘peace bearers'.
But those who deserve a
danda cannot be handled
with words. In the name
of secularism, they have
given complete freedom
to the unruly elements of
society.”

“Murshidabad has been
burning for a week, yet the

state government chooses
to stay quiet. Such intoler-
ance cannot be accepted
in a democratic society,”
CM Yogi added.

CM Yogi also thanked
the judiciary for stepping
in to ensure the safety of
citizens. “I would like to
express my gratitude to
the court for deploying
Central security forces and
taking action to ensure the
security of Hindus.”

Turning his criticism
toward Congress and the

Samajwadi Party (SP),
the Chief Minister said,
“Congress is silent on
Murshidabad; SP is silent
too. These are the same
people who supported
the unrest in Bangla-
desh. It seems they would
rather go to Bangladesh
than stay in India; why be
a burden here?”

Praising the Central
leadership on the Waqf
Act, CM Yogi stated, “I
am indebted to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah for passing
the Waqf Amendment
Bill. It’s a significant step
to reclaim land that was
forcibly taken from the
poor.”

On Sunday, CM Yogi
lashed out at his West
Bengal counterpart
Mamata Banerjee over
the Murshidabad violence
and said that the Hindus
being targeted in Bengal
were Dalits, who stand
to gain the most from the
amended Wagf Act.
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REMEMBERING DR. ISRAR AHMED(RA)

DR. TASADUK HUSSAIN ITOO
drtasadukitoo@gmail.com

o begin with the name
Tof Almighty Allah

(SWT), we must always
be thankful enough and owe
due credit of our success to
HIM only. The more we owe
credit of our success to our
Lord, the more we get closer
to HIM and seek HIS plea-
sure. To realise a dream in
our life - we must always give
right direction to it. Ensur-
ing right direction to a dream
will bring success and enable
us to fulfil the true purpose
of our life -seeking the plea-
sure of Almighty Allah. That
right direction to a dream is
possible only by imbibing
and seeking true guidance,
good character and values
- by following the Word of
Almighty Allah through Holy
Qur’an and noble teachings

of His beloved messenger -
Prophet Muhammad (SAW).

Islam is a perfect reli-
gion and the last prophet,
the epitome of humanity as
well as of prophethood, is
blessing for entire creation
including humanity. He
(SAW) enlightened the lives
of people with the education
of Islam and guided us onto
the right path.

A very prominent Hadith
says that the scholars are the
deputies of messengers and
prophets and in Islam we
have seen great number of
visionary scholars and per-
sonalities who devoted their
lives to the cause of Islam.
One among such person-
alities was Dr. Israr Ahmed
(RA)- a prominent scholar
who influenced a great
number of modern- day
scholars and public speak-
ers. He was a Muffasir, an
Islamic author, a thorough
intellectual who enlightened
the lives of people from all
sects with the education of
Islam, revolutionized mil-
lions of people with his great
sort of determination, pas-
sion and devotion towards
the work of Dawah, while at

the same time having deep
understanding on the issues
of current relevance and
contemporary times. More-
over, his powerful speeches
inculcate an idea about his
forthcoming predictions,
which significantly carry
huge relevance in today’s
times. The soulful speeches
of Dr. Israr Ahmed - solely
based on the Word of Allah
(the Holy Qur’an) and teach-
ings of our beloved Prophet
Muhammad(SAW) are found
to be an ideal guide - phe-
nomenally meant for our
spiritual development and
character building. During
the current age of social
media and digital revolution,
we are blessed to have an
unlimited access to the ser-
mons by renowned religious
scholars like Dr. Israr Ahmed
- whose role in developing
and shaping our character is
phenomenal.

Ye Raaz Kisi Ko Nahin
Maloom Ke Momin

Qari Nazar Aata Hai, Haq-
igat Mein Hai Qur’an(Allama
Igbal)

He was a great Islamic
academic, humanitarian,
an institution and always

found to encourage truth,
peace and tranquillity in his
speeches. He taught us les-
sons of truthfulness, bravery
and courage. His magnani-
mous speeches delivered
in the light of Holy book of
Qur’an and the teachings
of our beloved Prophet
Muhammad(SAW), were
soul-enriching and have a
revolutionary impact on the
millions of lives. He believed
in the Prophetic and Caliph
model of Islamic revolution.
He is an inspiration and a
guiding light to millions. We
should carry forward his
legacy and adhere upon the
teachings that he has taught
to us. May Almighty Allah
bless his noble soul highest
places in Jannah...Aameen.
Having said that, we have
to follow the teachings of
Holy book of Qur’an(The
Word of Allah) and Prophet
Muhammad ( PBUH) to live
a life of peace, prosper-
ity, happiness, justice and
in best way for service to
humanity through pleasure
of Almighty Allah. Follow-
ing the Qur’an(The Word
of Allah) and teachings of
Prophet Muhammad ( PBUH)

would serve as an ideal moti-
vation and guide in fulfilling
the true purpose of life and
fulfilling our dreams and
aspirations in this world in a
rightful, truthful, justiful and
humanity-serving way.

Moreover, we have to
discover Allah’s blessings
through realizing our inner
being and get to know the
real purpose of our life. Our
journey in this world is just a
test to do good deeds in order
to achieve the final dream,
that is beyond our sight(the
world hereafter and its mag-
nanimous reward, Jannat
Ul Firdous). We are from
Allah to this world - here
we have to work to please
HIM( that is the real pur-
pose of this life) and to HIM
we shall return - and when
we return, we should have
pleased our Lord to such an
extent so that HE should hap-
pily receive us and bless with
that magnanimous award of
Jannat Ul Firdous (the final
dream).

Har Ek Magam Se Aage
Magam Hai Tera;

Hayat Zoug-e- Safar Kay
Sewa Kuch Aur Nahi (Allama
Igbal).

What'’s the Right Time to Eat Fruit?
Here’s the Truth You Need to Know

health fads promoted

by celebrities, dieti-
tians, and nutritionists on
social media, it can often
be a daunting task to keep
up with the ever-evolving
trends.

One celebrity might
advise their followers to
eat fruits on an empty
stomach, while another
might caution against
doing so to prevent blood
sugar spikes. Meanwhile, a
third person, who is com-
pletely unaware of this
brewing discussion, might
drop a bombshell and tell
you that you should not
eat fruits after 2 pm.

As opinions keep piling
on, your question remains
unanswered: What time of
the day should you really
be eating fruits?

According to Health-
line, "Any time of the day
is a great time to eat fruit.
There’s no evidence that
you should avoid fruit in
the afternoon or around
meals. Fruits are healthy,
nutritious foods that can

In the cacophony of

be eaten throughout the
day."

However, in certain
cases, such as for some-
one diagnosed with dia-
betes, the timing of fruit
intake might make a dif-
ference.

Fruits are an excellent
way to add nutrition to
your diet. The high fibre
content in some fruits
can help you feel full for
longer periods, helping
you maintain a calorie-
deficit diet.

How a particular cat-

egory of food reacts in the
body varies from person
to person. Sometimes,
eating fruit on an empty
stomach might cause acid
reflux or heartburn.

So instead of relying on
what celebrities or influ-
encers follow, it is impor-
tant to understand your
own body. As every body
is different, it is essential
to observe how different
foods affect you in order
to design a tailored diet
that will help you achieve
your goals.

Al tool inspired by fraud detection
pinpoints disease-linked proteins: Study

AGENCIES
JERUSALEM

Israeli researchers have
created an Al-based tool
to identify critical proteins
that could unlock insights
into human diseases.

The tool, called Weight-
ed Graph Anomalous
Node Detection (WGAND),
uses methods similar to
those that detect fraud in
social networks to analyse
how proteins interact in
the body, Xinhua news
agency reported.

Published in the journal
GigaScience, the algorithm
spots unusual proteins
that connect heavily with
others and play central
roles in biological process-
es -- key to understanding
health and disease.

Proteins are essential
molecules in our bodies,
and they interact with
each other in complex net-
works, known as protein-
protein interaction (PPI)
networks.

The team from the
Ben-Gurion University of

the Negev developed the
algorithm to analyse these
PPI networks to detect
"anomalous" proteins --
those that stand out due
to their unique pattern of
weighted interactions.
This implies that the
amount of the protein
and its protein interactors
is greater in that particular
network, allowing them to
carry out more functions
and drive more processes.
Studying these net-
works helps scientists

understand how proteins
function and how they
contribute to health and
disease, said the team.

"This innovative algo-
rithm has the potential
to pinpoint which pro-
teins are important in
specific contexts, help-
ing scientists to develop
more targeted and effec-
tive treatments for vari-
ous conditions," said Prof.
Esti Yeger-Lotem, from the
varsity

In tests, WGAND suc-

cessfully identified pro-
teins linked to brain and
heart disorders, as well as
those involved in essential
functions like nerve sig-
nalling and muscle move-
ment. Researchers from
the Ben Gurion University
(BGU) said it performed
more accurately than
existing methods.

By combining expertise
in biology and cybersecu-
rity, the tool could lead
to more targeted medical
treatments and provide
new insights into how the
human body works.

"It's exciting to see how
bringing together exper-
tise from bioinformatics
and cybersecurity can lead
to breakthroughs in under-
standing human biology.
By applying network anal-
ysis and machine learning,
we have developed a tool
that helps uncover key
proteins in different tis-
sues -- paving the way for
new insights into human
health and disease," said
Dr. Michael Fire, from the
varsity.

Early detection, proper management key

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Early detection and proper
management is crucial
for babies born with a
birth defect called ante-
natal hydronephrosis -- a
condition where kidneys
get swollen due to water
accumulation while in
the womb --, said experts
emphasising the need for
raising awareness.

Antenatal hydronephro-
sis is a common disease,
with one or two cases in
every 100 pregnancies.
It occurs when a foetus
develops swelling in one
or both kidneys due to
urine buildup.

While the initial dis-
covery may cause woITy,
doctors believe that this
condition is often manage-
able with proper monitor-
ing and care.

“With appropriate
follow-up and care, the
majority of infants with
antenatal hydronephro-
sis grow up healthy with
normal kidney function,”

for babies born with kidney d
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said Dr Prabudh Goel,
additional professor, pae-
diatrics surgery, at AIIMS-
Delhi.

The condition is typi-
cally identified during
routine ultrasound scans
in the second or third
trimester of pregnancy.
It occurs due to a partial
obstruction in the urinary
tract or a reflux of urine
back into the kidneys.

While some cases
resolve naturally before
or after birth, others may

-
o

require medical interven-
tion to prevent compli-
cations such as urinary
tract infections or kidney
damage.

Dr Shandip Kumar
Sinha, the director of pae-
diatric surgery from a city-
based hospital said the
rising number of antena-
tal scans are increasingly
detecting instances of
antenatal hydronephrosis.

"If antenatal hydrone-
phrosis is detected and
proper medical interven-

efect: Experts

tion is made in the first
five to six months of birth,
the kidneys can heal com-
pletely,” Sinha said.

“Early detection allows
us to closely monitor the
condition and take neces-
sary steps to ensure the
baby’s health and kidney
function,” he added.

In mild cases, antena-
tal hydronephrosis often
resolves on its own with-
out requiring treatment.
For moderate to severe
cases, one may need to
get additional tests such as
ultrasound, voiding cysto-
urethrograms, or nuclear
medicine scans, of the
baby done after birth to
determine the severity of
obstruction or reflux.

In rare instances, surgi-
cal intervention may be
required to correct under-
lying issues.

“By raising awareness
about this condition, we
hope to reassure families
that early detection and
proper management can
lead to positive outcomes,”
Goel said.

Indian scientists find protein mutation
linked to hearing loss in elderly

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Scientists at the Indian
Institute of Science Edu-
cation and Research
(IISER) Mohali, in
Punjab, have identified
a protein mutation that
can boost treatment
against hearing loss in
the elderly population.

The team focussed on
a fault in Cadherin-23 --
a protein essential for
hearing in vertebrates.

The protein, which
is embedded in inner
ear hair cells, works by
converting sound waves
into electrical signals
that the brain can inter-
pret.

In mice studies, the
team found that the
mutated form of Cad-
herin-23 fails to unfold
properly and causes dis-
ruption in sound trans-
mission through the
inner ear.

This led to progres-
sive hearing loss in
mice, said the team led

by Sabyasachi Rakshit
from the Insititute.

In the study, the team
used a magnetic tweezer
to expose the protein’s
three variants -- S47, V47
(natural variants), and
P47 (mutant) -- to con-
tinual and oscillatory
forces.

The scientists found
that V47 tolerated the
greatest force and

slowly unfolded. In
other words, it could
withstand mechanical
stress better.

While S47 exhibited
intermediate stability,
P47 unfolded quickly,
tolerating the least
force. It was more likely
to remain unfolded, the
reason behind its link to
hearing loss.

Further, when sub-

jected to repetitive force
pulses that mimic natu-
ral mechanical stimuli
in hearing, p47 exhib-
ited less ability to toler-
ate repeated mechani-
cal stresses. The results
suggest a molecular
basis for hearing impair-
ments later in life.

The findings, pub-
lished in the journal
Nature Communica-
tions, will have potential
use in hearing loss treat-
ment by correcting the
anomaly of the protein,
said the researchers.

However, they noted
that although the results
may provide a mecha-
nism for human hearing
loss, they likely do not
encompass the entire
picture.

According to the
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO), more than
1.5 billion people (nearly
20 per cent of the global
population) live with
hearing loss, while 430
million suffer disabling
hearing loss.

Study links poor oral health with
body pain, migraines in women

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Suffering from migraine
headaches and body
pain? Blame your poor
oral health, according to
a study on Wednesday.

The study, which
focussed on women,
identified specific oral
microbes correlated with
certain pain conditions. It
also suggested a potential
relationship between the
oral microbiome and the
nervous system.

The research examined
associations between self-
reported oral health, the
oral microbiome, and var-
ious pain presentations in
a group of 67 women from
New Zealand with and
without fibromyalgia -- a
chronic condition char-
acterised by widespread
musculoskeletal pain,
fatigue, and sleep distur-
bances.

The results, published
in the journal Frontiers
in Pain Research, showed

that lower oral health was
a statistically significant
predictor of frequent and
chronic migraine.

“This is the first study
to investigate oral health,
oral microbiota, and pain
commonly experienced
in women with fibromyal-
gia, with our study show-
ing a clear and significant
association between poor
oral health and pain," said
lead investigator Associate

Professor Joanna Harnett
from the Faculty of Medi-
cine and Health.

Participants with the
poorest oral health were
more likely to suffer from
higher pain scores. About
60 per cent of women
were more likely to expe-
rience moderate to severe
body pain, and 49 per
cent were more likely
to experience migraine
headaches.

Four oral microbial
species from the Dialister,
Fusobacterium, Parvimo-
nas, and Solobacterium
genera were significantly
associated with pain
after age, BMI and added
dietary sugars were con-
sidered.

“Our findings are partic-
ularly important to fibro-
myalgia which, despite
being a common rheu-
matological condition, is
often underrecognised,”
said Sharon Erdrich, doc-
toral candidate in the
Faculty of Medicine and
Health.

The team also observed
a weak but significant
inverse correlation
between diet quality and
oral health. However, the
researchers note this has
yet to be investigated in
detail.

The researchers recom-
mend regular oral hygiene
appointments and dental
health checks, in addition
to twice daily teeth brush-
ing and flossing.
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Contrasting fortunes as DC Shreyas Iyer named ICC Player
host RR in crucial clash

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, APR 15 (UNI)

A resurgent Delhi Capitals
will be aiming to seize the
top spot on the IPL 2025
table when they lock horns
with a beleaguered Rajasthan
Royals outfit at the Arun Jait-
ley Stadium here on Wednes-
day evening.

The high-stakes encoun-
ter marks a crucial turning
point in the league phase —
a potential coronation for
Delhi and a possible curtain
call for Rajasthan.

Sitting pretty in second
place with 8 points from five
matches, Delhi have been
one of the most consistent
sides this season, led by the
calm authority of KL Rahul
and bolstered by the wily
spin of Kuldeep Yadav. With
a superior net run rate and
four wins from their last five
outings, Delhi know a win
here could catapult them
to the top of the standings,
edging ahead of Gujarat
Titans.

Rajasthan, in contrast, find
themselves in a downward
spiral. Eighth on the points
table with just two wins from
six games, the 2008 champi-
ons are running out of time
to revive their flagging cam-
paign. Their recent form — a
58-run hammering by Guja-
rat followed by a crushing
nine-wicket defeat to Royal
Challengers Bangalore — has
exposed deep cracks in both
their batting order and bowl-

ing attack.

The form charts of both
teams reflect their contrast-
ing trajectories. For Delhi,
Rahul's return to form has
been the cornerstone of
their campaign. The India
opener, who endured a lean
patch last season, has struck
three fifties in five matches,
including an unbeaten 93
off 54 balls against RCB. His
assured presence at the top
has given Delhi a solidity that
was missing in previous edi-
tions.

Adding to their strength is
Kuldeep's magical touch with
the ball. The left-arm wrist
spinner has been in vintage
form, picking up 10 wickets
at a miserly average of 11.20,
bamboozling batsmen with
flight, drift and turn on slug-
gish surfaces.

Meanwhile, Rajasthan
have struggled to click as a
unit. Despite flashes of bril-
liance from skipper Sanju
Samson and allrounder
Riyan Parag, the team has
looked disjointed. Yashasvi
Jaiswal's lean run — just 126

RAJASTHAN

ROYALS

runs in six matches — and Jos
Buttler's inconsistency have
compounded their woes.
In the bowling department,
Jofra Archer has lacked sup-
port, and the spin duo of
Ravichandran Ashwin and
Yuzuvendra Chahal have
failed to deliver regular
breakthroughs.

Wednesday's fixture has
all the ingredients of a sea-
son-defining clash. For Delhi,
it offers a chance to consoli-
date their playoff push and
build momentum in the
second half of the season. For
Rajasthan, it is a must-win
— a loss would leave them
stranded at four points with
just seven games remaining,
making the path to the top
four almost mathematically
improbable.

The pitch at the Arun Jait-
ley Stadium has traditionally
favoured spin, but recent
matches have seen scores in
excess of 180 posted under
lights. With the weather
expected to be dry and
warm, the toss could play
a crucial role, with chasing

likely to be the preferred
option under the dew.

Delhi are unlikely to tinker
with their winning combina-
tion, though there may be a
temptation to rest one of the
pacers given the short turn-
around between matches.
Rajasthan, on the other hand,
may look to shake things up
— with Devdutt Padikkal and
Obed McCoy in contention to
return to the XI.

As the IPL caravan rolls
into the capital, fans can
expect a gripping contest
between two sides with
vastly different destinies.
Whether Delhi surge to the
summit or Rajasthan script
a comeback for the ages
remains to be seen — but the
stakes could not be higher.

Delhi Capitals Predicted
Playing XI: Jake Fraser-
McGurk, Abishek Porel,
Karun Nair, KL Rahul (wk),
Tristan Stubbs, Axar Patel
(c), Ashutosh Sharma, Vipraj
Nigam, Mitchell Starc, Mohit
Sharma, Kuldeep Yadav

Key players: KL Rahul,
Kuldeep Yadav, Ashutosh
Sharma, Karun Nair

Rajasthan Royals Predict-
ed Playing XI: Yashasvi Jaisw-
al, Sanju Samson (¢ & wk),
Nitish Rana, Riyan Parag,
Dhruv Jurel, Shimron Hetmy-
er, Wanindu Hasaranga, Jofra
Archer, Maheesh Theeksha-
na, Sandeep Sharma, Tushar

Key players: Yashaswi
Jaiswal, Sanju Samson, Riyan
Parag, Joffra Archer, Desh-
pande.

Schedule announced for India’s
white-ball tour of Bangladesh

AGENCIES

DHAKA, APR 15 (UNI)

The Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) has announced the fixtures
for India’s upcoming tour of Bangla-
desh in August 2025, featuring three

ODIs and three T20Is.

The Indian team are set to arrive

ODI Series:

1st ODI - 17 August, Mirpur
2nd ODI - 20 August, Mirpur
3rd ODI - 23 August, Chattogram

T20I Series:

in Dhaka on August 13 ahead of the
ODI series that begins on August 17

at the Sher-e-Bangla National Crick-

et Stadium in Mirpur.

The third and final ODI will be

Schedule for India's tour of Bangladesh:

1st T201 - 26 August, Chattogram
2nd T201 - 29 August, Mirpur
3rd T201 - 31 August , Mirpur.

played in Chattogram, which will
also host the first game of the three-
match T20I series on 26 August.

The action will head back to

Mirpur for the second and third

T20Is. The T20I series will be the
first time Bangladesh will host India
in a bilateral series at home.

The most recent T20I series

between the two teams took place
in 2024, when Bangladesh toured
India and the hosts secured a com-

fortable 3-0 victory, an ICC report

said.

In their last ODI series clash in
2022, India visited Bangladesh and
suffered a 2-1 defeat.

Pakistan edge West Indies to extend
unbeaten run in ICC Women’s CWCQ 2025

AGENCIES
LAHORE, APR 15 (UNI)

Pakistan claimed a clinical

win over the West Indies
at the Gaddafi Stadium
here to mark their third
successive victory at the
Women's Cricket World
Cup 2025 Qualifier.

With both teams
coming into the contest on
the back of wins, the hosts
put on a comprehensive
display to come one step
closer to a World Cup spot.

Pakistan skipper Fatima
Sana won the toss and
elected to bat first. Despite
losing opener Gull Feroza
early, the hosts got off to a
steady start.

Muneeba Ali and Sidra
Amin built a valuable
47-run partnership, pro-
viding some early stability
to the innings. However,
the stand was broken
by Afy Fletcher, who
wrapped Muneeba Ali in
front of the wickets in the
17th over.

Aliya Riaz then joined

Sidra Amin in the middle,
and the latter continued
her fine form to bring up
a brilliant half-century, an
ICC report said.

After Riaz was run out,
Omaima Sohail came into
the mix with another vital
partnership alongside
Sidra. But the momentum
began to shift when Sohail
was caught by West Indies
skipper Hayley Matthews
off Fletcher in the 37th
over.

From there, Pakistan’s
innings started to unravel.
The West Indies bowlers
struck in quick succession,
preventing any further

partnerships from devel-
oping. As aresult, Pakistan
collapsed from a strong
position at 132/4 after 37
overs to being bowled out
for 191.

Hayley Matthews was
the standout bowler with
impressive figures of 2/30,
while Karishma Ramhar-
ack (2/55) and Afy Fletcher
(2/39) also chipped in with
a brace each.

Defending the total,
Pakistan got off to a per-
fect start as captain Fatima
Sana struck on the first ball
of the innings, trapping
Hayley Matthews LBW for
a crucial breakthrough.

West Indies found
themselves in the deeper
end soon after, with Zaida
James and Shemaine
Campbelle both being run
out, leaving the side teeter-
ing at 29/3. Nashra Sandhu
intensified the pressure by
dismissing both Jannillea
Glasgow with an jaffa and
inducing a Chinelle Henry
caught behind in the same
over, reducing West Indies
to 54/5 in the 12th over.

Shabika Gajnabi and
Stafanie Taylor attempted
to revive the innings with
a steady partnership of
33, but Taylor was soon
caught out by Muneeba Ali
off Rameen Shamim.

Pakistan bowlers kept
enforcing the pressure -
skipper Fatima leading
the charge, with bowling
figures of 3/16 - as West
Indies bundled out for 126.

The win - Pakistan's
third from as may games
at the Qualifier - takes the
hosts to the top of the
standings with two games
left in their campaign.

of Month for March

AGENCIES
DUBAL APR 15 (UNI)

India’s stylish middle-order
batter Shreyas Iyer secured
the honour of the ICC Men’s
Player of the Month Award
for March 2025, overcom-
ing competition from New
Zealand’s Jacob Duffy and
Rachin Ravindra.

Iyer finished as the high-
est run-scorer with 243
runs, playing a crucial role
in India's Champions Trophy
triumph.

Iyer’s victory of this
award means that India have
won the award back-to-back,
with Shubman Gill winning
the award for February.

Iyer was a key factor in
India’s 2025 Champions
Trophy campaign, playing a
key role in the middle-order.

He helped India progress
through the middle overs
with his masterful stroke-
play and his knack for
anchoring the innings and
forging crucial partnerships
played a vital role in steering
his side through a victorious
campaign.

On winning the accolade,
Iyer said, "I'm truly honored

to be named the ICC Men’s
Player of the Month for
March. This recognition is
incredibly special, especially
in a month where we lifted
the ICC Champions Trophy
— a moment I will cherish
forever.

"Being able to contribute
to India’s success on such a
big stage is something every
cricketer dreams of. I'm
grateful to my teammates,
coaches, and support staff
for their unwavering sup-
port and belief," he said.

"A heartfelt thank you
to the fans as well — your
energy and encouragement
keep us going every step of
the way," Iyer said.

The 30-year-old scored
172 runs across three match-
es in March, averaging 57.33,
with a modest strike rate of
77.47, which included some
spectacular knocks.

Iyer scored 79 off 98 balls
which included 4 fours and
2 sixes in a win against New
Zealand in a Group A fixture
of the Champions Trophy,
an innings that gave India a
competitive total of 250 in
the first innings on a tricky
pitch.

Georgia Voll named
ICC women's Player
of Month for March

AGENCIES S AT
INN'

DUBAIL APR 15 (UNI)

Australia’s newest
batting sensation
Georgia Voll, who
made her inter-
national debut in
December of last
year, took home
the honour for
the ICC Women’s
Player of the
Month for March 2025.

Voll beat competition from senior compatriot
Annabel Sutherland and USA’s Chetnaa Prasad.

The 21-year-old played a crucial role in Austra-
lia's 3-0 whitewash of the White Ferns in March.

Voll helped the team by providing confident
starts along with the experienced Beth Mooney at
the other end, finishing second in the run-scoring
charts (161 runs) behind her opening partner.

Voll began with a 50 off 31 deliveries in the
opening game, before a quickfire 36 off 20 in the
second T20I, and wrapped up the series with a
career-high 75 off 57 in the final game.

Voll’s success means that Australian players
have won the monthly award for the fourth month
in a row, with Annabel Sutherland bagging it in
December 2024 followed by Beth Mooney in Janu-
ary and Alan King in February.

Elated at being named the Player of the Month,
Voll said, "Winning this award is certainly a nice
way to cap off what's been an incredible summer
for myself and the team."

"To go to New Zealand and claim that T20 series
against the World Champions was the perfect
way to end the season. It's been a whirlwind first
summer in the Australian side and I'm excited for
what next season holds," she added.
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