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  BUDGET SESSION 2025

Minister 
Seeks 
One-Year 

Fire destroys 21 
houses, leaves 33 
families homeless in 
Baramulla

  HT News Network
BARAMULLA, MAR 25: Devastating 

blaze that engulfed a locality in old 
town Baramulla here in North Kashmir 
on Monday night damaged over 21 
houses and left 33 families homeless.

Officials said that the fire broke out 
in a congested mohalla. Locals, Fire and 
Emergency Services personnel, J&K 
Policemen and others worked tire-
lessly to control the inferno.

After hours of relentless efforts, the 
fire was finally extinguished. No casu-
alties were reported but property
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J&K Assembly passes 
Appropriation Bills, GST 
Amendment Bill

  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25: The Jammu 
& Kashmir Legislative Assembly 
today passed two Appropriation 
Bills, authorizing withdrawal of 
funds from the Union Territory’s 
Consolidated Fund for the financial 
years 2024-25 and 2025-26.
The Appropriation Bill for the 
financial year 2024-25 (L.A. Bill 
No. 2 of 2025) and the Appropria-
tion Bill for 2025-26 (L.A. Bill No. 
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Markets abuzz as Eid 
shopping frenzy grips Kashmir

  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, MAR 24: With 
Eid-ul-Fitr just days away, a 
shopping frenzy has gripped 
Kashmir, with markets across 
the valley witnessing an over-
whelming rush of customers.

From the streets of Lal 
Chowk in Srinagar to local 
markets in towns and villages, 
the festive spirit is evident as 
the people flock to buy clothes, 
footwear, sweets, and other 
essentials for the grand cele-
bration.

As people prepare for one 

of the most significant Islam-
ic festivals, the shopkeepers 
are reporting record sales, 
especially in apparel, foot-
wear, and traditional Kash-

miri delicacies. Tailors are 
struggling to keep up with the 
demand as people rush to get 
their Eid outfits stitched at the
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Promises We Made will be Systematically and 
Responsibly Fullfilled : CM Omar Abdullah

Rea� irms commitment to free 200 units of electricity

J&K High Court Expresses Displeasure Over IAS 
Of�icer’s Appointment Amid Arms Licences Scam

  HT News Network

JAMMU, MAR 25, : The 
Jammu and Kashmir High 
Court has expressed strong 
displeasure over the appoint-
ment of an IAS officer facing 
prosecution in the Arms 
Licences Scam to a key govern-
ment position. A Division 
Bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice Tashi Rabstan and Justice 
M.A. Chowdhary questioned 
the J&K administration for 
appointing M. Raju (IAS) as 
Commissioner/Secretary of 
the General Administration 
Department (GAD) despite the 

CBI seeking prosecution sanc-
tion against him.

During the hearing, Advo-
cate Sheikh Shakeel Ahmed, 
representing the petitioners, 
informed the court that the 
GAD had been sending incom-
plete prosecution proposals 
to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) and Depart-
ment of Personnel and Train-

ing (DoPT), Government of 
India, thereby delaying action 
against accused IAS officers. 
The Chief Justice, visibly upset, 
asked the government’s coun-
sel whether J&K lacked honest 
and upright officers for the 
post.

The CBI charge sheet 
includes the names of IAS 
officers Yasha Mudgal, Dr. 
Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, and 
Niraj Kumar, for whom pros-
ecution sanction proposals 
were sent to MHA on Decem-
ber 27, 2024. However, MHA, 
in a report submitted on 
March 11, 2025, pointed out
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  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25: Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah today reiterated his government’s 
commitment to fulfilling all promises made 
in its manifesto, including the provision of 
200 units of free electricity to eligible house-
holds.

 Responding to supplementary questions 
from several legislators during the Question 
Hour of the Ongoing Budget Session in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly, 
the Chief Minister emphasized his govern-
ment’s intent and commitment to delivering
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Our commitment is 
for restoration of 
statehood: CM Omar 
Abdullah
JAMMU, MARCH 25: Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah today reiterated his government’s 
unwavering commitment to the restoration 
of Jammu and Kashmir’s statehood, empha-
sizing that political theatrics will not alter 
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5868 appointment orders issued to 
bene�iciaries under PM Special Package: Dy CM
  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25: 
Deputy Chief Minister, 
Surinder Choudhary, today 
said that, out of 6000 posts 
under PM Special Package 
for Kashmiri Migrants/Non 
Migrant Kashmiri Pandits, 
5868 appointment orders 
have been issued to the ben-
eficiaries, so far.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter was replying to a question 

raised by M Y Tarigami in 
the Legislative Assembly.

He said that 5724 posts 
had been issued up to 2023-
24 fiscal while appointment 

orders in respect of 144 posts 
have been issued during the 
current financial year till 
date, bringing the total fig-
ure to 5868 out of 6000 posts 
under the package. He said 
that the remaining 132 posts 
are at various stages includ-
ing 42 posts pending due to 
Court cases.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter said that the Prime Min-
ister announced Return a 
Package for Rehabilitation
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₹27.07 Cr released to 
SMC for street lights 
installation: CM
JAMMU, MARCH 25: Chief Minister, Omar 
Abdullah today said that an amount of Rs. 27.07 
Cr. has been released to the Srinagar Municipal 
Committee for installation of street lights.
The Chief Minister was replying to a question 
raised by the Shamim Firdous in the Legislative 
Assembly.
He informed the House that as per the tripar-
tite agreement between HUDD, JKPDD & EESL, 
M/s. EESL is maintaining installation along 
with warranty replacement during the project 
period of 07 years ending 2027.
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Govt working on 
strengthening existing 

4000 health institutions: 
Sakeena Itoo

  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25: Minister for Health and 
Medical Education, Sakeena Itoo, today informed 
the House that the government is working on 
strengthening the 4000 existing health institu-
tions at various levels as per IPHS norms 2022 in 
order to provide robust medical care facilities to 
the people.
The Minister said this while replying to a question 
raised by Muzaffar Iqbal Khan.
She said that PHC Thanamandi was upgraded to
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Assembly passes motion for election 
of three House Committees

  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Legislative Assembly today 
passed motions for election of members 
to three House Committees.
The motions were introduced by Chief 
Minister, Omar Abdullah, presented by 
Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather and passed 
by the House through a voice vote.
The House approved the formation of the 
Committee on Public Accounts, Commit
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GoI releases Rs 14.75 cr for 
4  projects under Khelo 
India scheme in 2018-19: 
Satish Sharma
JAMMU, MARCH 25: Min-
ister for Youth Services and 
Sports, Satish Sharma, said 
that the Government of 
India has released Rs 14.75 
crore for 4 projects sanc-
tioned under Khelo India 
Scheme during the year 
2018-19,  against which Rs 
13.67 crore have been expended, so far.
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Amit Shah welcomes 2 groups 
severing ties with separatists, urges 

others to follow the suit
Testament of unifying policies of PM Modi, Home Minister, says  LoP Sharma

  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, MAR 25: Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
on Tuesday said that sepa-
ratism has become history 
in Kashmir.

His statement came a 
day after a close aide of late 
separatist leader Syed Ali 
Geelani, and former head 
of Jammu & Kashmir Dem-
ocratic Political Movement 
(DPM), advocate Moham-
mad Shafi Reshi, publicly 

distanced himself from 
separatist politics and reaf-
firmed his allegiance to the 

country and the supremacy 
of the Indian Constitution. 
Reshi strongly criticized the 
ideology of the Hurriyat 
Conference, asserting that 
it failed to address the griev-
ances of the people of Jam-
mu & Kashmir. Another 
separatist group J&K Peo-
ple's Movement also 
announced its disassocia-
tion from the Hurriyat Con-
ference.

Taking to X, the Union 
Home Minister, according
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No Panchayat 
bodies exist in 
J&K, Ladakh at 
present: GoI

  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, MAR 25 Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh currently 
have no elected representatives 
in their Panchayati Raj Institutions 
(PRIs) as the tenure of the previous 
bodies ended in December 2023, 
and fresh elections have not yet 
been conducted, the Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj informed Lok 
Sabha on Tuesday.
The elections for Panchayats in 
both Union Territories were due 
last year, but they remain pending. 
As a result, the governance of local 
bodies is currently without elect-
ed representatives.
Panchayats are responsible for 
implementing various govern-
ment schemes related to rural 
development, employment, and 
infrastructure. The delay in elec-
tions means that these functions
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Kathua Operation:
Army Resorts to Speculative 

Firing, Helicopters, Drones, and 
Commandos Deployed in Manhunt

KATHUA, MAR 25: The anti-militancy operation 
in the Sanyal Hiranagar forest area of Kathua entered 
its third day on Tuesday, with joint forces yet to 
establish contact with the suspected militants 
believed to be hiding in the dense forest area.

Defense sources told the news agency Kashmir 
News Trust that soldiers engaging in the operation 
resorted to massive speculative firing but there was 
not response from the hiding militants.

They said that the joint operation—involving the 
army, commandos, sniffer dogs, drones, and 
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs)—has been inten-
sified to track down the militants.

An army helicopter was seen hovering over the 
area, providing aerial surveillance to assist the ground 
forces, sources added.

G A Mir raises regularization of J&K's 
casual workers in Assembly

CS-led committee constituted to examine issue, says J&K Govt
  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, MAR 25: In the 
ongoing budget session of 
the Jammu & Kashmir Leg-
islative Assembly, Congress 
MLA Ghulam Ahmad Mir 
raised a question regarding 
the government’s plans for 
regularising Daily Rated 
Workers (DRWs), CIC Oper-
ators, Rehbar-i-Janglat, 
Rehbar-i-Zirat, and casual 
labourers employed across 
various departments and 
corporations.
Responding to the question, 
the Minister in Charge of 

Finance, as per the news 
agency— stated that differ-
ent departments have 
engaged these workers 
based on operational 
requirements and central 
government programme 
guidelines.

The government said that it 
has consistently adopted a 
pro-labour policy within 
the legal framework.
The government in its reply 
further revealed that the 
General Administration 
Department (GAD) has 
issued a government order, 
framing a committee that 
has been tasked with exam-
ining issues related to the 
regularisation of casual and 
seasonal labourers, among 
others, in J&K.
“General Administration 
Department vide G.O. No. 

                  TURN ON.....PAGE 02



2Srinagar,WEDNESDAY
26-MARCH-2025

15TH
YEAR OF 

PUBLICATION

CM
on its pledges. “Whatever promises we 

have made in our manifesto, if we have the 
intent and commitment, we will fulfill them,” 
he asserted. As a first step, the government 
has prioritized the poorest and most deserv-
ing households, ensuring that the initiative 
is rolled out systematically.

 “We are not distorting facts—nor have we 
done so in the past, nor will we do so now. 
This process will take place systematically. 
Naturally, we will begin with those who are 
the poorest and most deserving. We are 
prioritizing the AAY category, but in the future, 
we will expand its scope. This is just the 
beginning,” CM Abdullah stated.

 Addressing concerns and skepticism 
regarding the initiative’s feasibility, the Chief 
Minister urged critics to withhold judgment 
until the process officially begins.

“Some are quick to dismiss this initiative, 
saying it won’t work—even before it has 
started. Let it begin first. Then, we will eval-
uate its progress. If it doesn’t work, we will 
reassess. But our intention is clear: to provide 
electricity to the people,” he remarked. Using 
a metaphor, he underscored the government’s 
focus on delivering electricity to the people 
rather than engaging in political debates.

 “Do we care more about milk or the cow? 
We care about the milk. It doesn’t matter 
which cow produces it—our goal is to ensure 
people receive 200 units of electricity,” he 
said.

 Regarding the Amnesty Scheme, the Chief 
Minister stated that the government is con-
sidering modifications to improve its effec-
tiveness.

 “If we can establish a principle-based 
approach to these modifications, we will 
implement them,” he assured.

 Responding to opposition demands for a 
timeline, the CM said: “Some ask, ‘Will you 
provide electricity, and if so, when?’ The 
answer to such a question cannot be reduced 
to a single word. Because this is question 
number two. And the answer to question 
number two is not just a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no.’”

 He reaffirmed that the provision of 200 
units of electricity will be carried out sys-
tematically and responsibly. “I have said this 
time and again, and I will say it again: this is 
the way we will do it,” he reiterated.

 Earlier, responding to clubbed questions 
from Dr. Narinder Singh Raina, Sajad Gani 
Lone, and Shabir Ahmad Kullay, the CM pro-
vided details on the implementation frame-
work.

 The government will provide 200 units 
of free electricity to all Antyodaya Anna 
Yojana (AAY) households under the PM Surya 
Ghar Muft Bijlee Yojna (PMSGBY). The initia-
tive aims to reduce financial burdens and 
improve quality of life for economically 
weaker sections. The implementation will be 
carried out through the RESCO/Utility-Led 
Aggregation Model or another financially 
viable framework.

 Regarding electricity tariffs, the CM clar-
ified that consumers in J&K already receive 
heavily subsidized rates, especially in the 
domestic category.

The current tariff for domestic consumers 
ranges from Rs. 2.30 per unit (for up to 200 
units per month) to Rs. 4.35 per unit, among 
the lowest in the country. For the Below 
Poverty Line (BPL) category, the rate is even 
lower—Rs. 1.40 per unit for up to 30 units per 
month.

Metered consumers are charged based on 
actual consumption, while unmetered con-
sumers are billed on a flat-rate basis as per 
their sanctioned/agreed load. On the issue of 
waiving excessive electricity bills, the CM 
explained that unpaid bills over months or 
years result in arrears accumulation.

 “To streamline billing and collection sys-
tems, the government has provided an oppor-
tunity to waive the interest/surcharge com-
ponent on outstanding electricity arrears 
under the ongoing Amnesty Scheme,” he said.

 The government plans to extend the 
scheme with modifications, as announced, 
ensuring that consumers across all districts 
benefit. The government has also decided to 
adopt the RESCO model for installing Solar 
Roof Top Systems (SRTs) at the premises of 
AAY households, particularly in hilly areas. 
“This approach will enable local electricity 
generation, eliminating the costs associated 
with transmitting and distributing electric-
ity from distant generators,” the CM stated.

 Additionally, the government will lever-
age subsidies provided under the PMSGBY. A 
survey of target beneficiaries is being initi-
ated, and based on its findings, a financial 
framework will be developed for sustainable 
implementation.

HM
to the news agency—wrote: "The unifying 

policies of the Modi government have tossed 
separatism out of J&K. Two organizations 
associated with the Hurriyat have announced 
the severing of all ties with separatism."

Terming rejection of separatism in Kash-
mir as a big victory for the government, Shah 
wrote: "I welcome this step towards strength-
ening Bharat's unity and urge all such groups 
to come forward and shed separatism once 
and for all.

It is a big victory for PM Shri @naren-

dramodi Ji's vision of building a developed, 
peaceful and unified Bharat."

Meanwhile, Leader of Opposition (LoP) in 
J&K Legislative Assembly, Sunil Sharma   also 
welcomed the “historic move” of two Hur-
riyat associated groups snapping ties with 
separatism. “This is a testament of the unify-
ing policies of PM Sh.@narendramodiji and 
Home Minister Sh.@AmitShah ji. Their lead-
ership is paving the way for a stronger, unified 
Bharat. A big victory for peace and progress 
in J&K,” LOP Sharma wrote on X—(KNO)

PANCHAYAT BODIES
are being managed by administrative bodies 
instead of elected representatives, reads the 
response as per the news agency—The Min-
istry’s data also indicates that in other states 
like Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and 
Odisha, thousands of elected women sar-
panches are leading local governance, while 
in J&K and Ladakh, the electoral process is 
yet to be completed.
The government has not yet provided a con-
firmed timeline for holding Panchayat elec-
tions in the two Union Territories—

G A MIR
384 -JK(GAD) of 2025 dated 19.03.2025 has 
constituted a Committee headed by Chief 
Secretary J&K for examining the issues relat-
ed to the regularization of casual, seasonal 
laborers, or other workers, etc. in the UT of 
J&K,” the government said in its response.
The government stated that wages for such 
workers are being paid as per established 
guidelines and terms of engagement. In the 
case of DRWs and casual laborers, wages are 
being disbursed in accordance with the 
Minimum Wages Act as notified by the gov-
ernment—

HC
deficiencies in the proposals and asked 

J&K to furnish complete documents within 
a week. Meanwhile, the MHA has also sought 
prosecution sanction for M. Raju (IAS) and 
Prasanna Ramaswamy G (IAS) from the Lieu-
tenant Governor of Ladakh.

Advocate Ahmed accused the J&K admin-
istration of shielding high-profile bureaucrats, 
arguing that while prosecution sanctions for 
JKAS officers were granted in 2021, leading 
to multiple charge sheets, efforts were being 
made to delay action against IAS officers.

Taking serious note of the delays, the Divi-
sion Bench directed the J&K administration 
to file an Action Taken Report on the MHA’s 
communication dated February 21, 2025, and 
asked the CBI to submit its latest status report 
before the next hearing.

The court has scheduled the final hearing 
of the case for April 24, 2025, and ordered 
both sides to complete their pleadings before 
that date. [KNT]

EID
last minute.In Srinagar’s Lal Chowk, Polo 

View, and Residency Road, the streets are 
packed with shoppers. Women and young 
girls are seen bargaining at clothing stores, 
while children excitedly pick out new outfits 
and toys. Men throng bakeries and confec-
tionery shops, ensuring their homes are 
stocked with traditional sweets.

Local businessman, Bashir Ahmad, who 
owns a garment shop in Srinagar, told the 
news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO) 
that this year, the sales have been extraordi-
nary. “After a few years of sluggish business 
due to economic downturns and political 
uncertainty, we are finally seeing a revival.”

However, Ahmad was countered by Fayaz 
Malik, a footwear store owner in Srinagar, 
who said, “While footfall has increased, online 
shopping is eating into our sales every pass-
ing month. Many customers now browse 
products in stores but eventually buy them 
online at discounted rates, making it harder 
for traditional businesses to compete.”

Meanwhile, the street vendors selling 
bangles, henna, and artificial jewelry are 
doing brisk business as young girls line up to 
adorn their hands with intricate mehendi 
designs.

The shopping fever is not just limited to 
Srinagar but is similar in other districts like 
Baramulla, Anantnag, and Pulwama where 
local markets are witnessing a huge rush.

However, amid the festive excitement, 
many shoppers are complaining about rising 
prices. The cost of clothes, footwear, and 
essential commodities has increased sig-
nificantly, making it difficult for lower-income 
families to shop freely.

“Every year, prices go up before Eid. A 
simple dress that cost Rs 1,500 last year is 
now being sold for Rs 2,500. The government 
should regulate prices during festival seasons,” 
said Shaista, a shopper in Srinagar.

Traders, however, blame inflation and 
transportation costs for the surge in prices.

The heavy rush has also led to massive 
traffic jams in many areas. Authorities have 
deployed additional traffic personnel to man-
age congestion, but the sheer volume of 
vehicles has made movement slow.

Meanwhile, security has been tightened 
across Kashmir, with additional personnel 
deployed in sensitive areas to ensure a peace-

ful celebration—

FIRE
worth crores was destroyed, they said.
Meanwhile, Deputy Commissioner (DC) 

Baramulla, along with Deputy Inspector 
General (DIG) of Police and Senior Superin-
tendent of Police (SSP) Baramulla, visited the 
area and met the victims.

The DC announced an immediate relief of 
Rs 50,000 for the families whose houses were 
fully damaged and Rs 10,000 for those whose 
houses were partially damaged — the assis-
tance was provided from the Red Cross as a 
temporary relief measure.

Additionally, the Deputy Commissioner 
stated that Rs 1.30 lakh to affected families 
will be sanctioned soon from the State Disas-
ter Response Fund (SDRF) to aid in their 
rehabilitation.

“We are committed to supporting the 
victims of this unfortunate incident. Imme-
diate assistance has been sanctioned, and 
further steps will be taken to ensure their 
rehabilitation,” the DC assured.

The Deputy Commissioner, as per KNO, 
also directed the Executive Officer (EO) of the 
Municipal Council Baramulla to enroll the 
affected families under the Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana (PMAY) for housing assistance.

Amid the tragedy, the role of local youth, 
civil society members, and traders was wide-
ly appreciated. Many volunteered in the 
firefighting efforts, offering help to fire and 
emergency personnel and assisting in the 
evacuation of residents.

“While the loss is heartbreaking, the 
unity and resilience displayed by the com-
munity are commendable. The timely inter-
vention by the locals, along with the prompt 
response from the Fire and Emergency Ser-
vices, prevented the fire from spreading 
further,” a civil society representative said.

The civil society groups have urged the 
government to expedite the rehabilitation 
process and provide comprehensive assis-
tance. Traders and locals have also called for 
compensation to support those who lost their 
livelihoods in the blaze—

STATEHOOD
the current reality. Speaking in the Legislative 
Assembly, he highlighted the extensive efforts 
undertaken by his administration to press 
for statehood, including a cabinet resolution 
and direct appeals to the Prime Minister.
 Responding to opposition criticism regarding 
the use of “Union Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir” in the Appropriation Bills moved 
by his government, the Chief Minister dis-
missed misinformation being spread through 
social media and refuted claims that the bill 
would alter the region’s status.
 “This happens very frequently when we rely 
entirely on WhatsApp for information. The 
WhatsApp forward that my honourable col-
league received—based on which a member 
also staged a brief walkout—is something we 
have all seen. This message attempts to cre-
ate the false impression that if this bill is 
passed, Jammu and Kashmir will become a 
Union Territory,” CM Omar Abdullah stated.
 Clarifying the constitutional position, he 
asserted, “But the fact is, we are already a 
Union Territory—whether we like it or not. 
This is the government of the Union Terri-
tory of Jammu and Kashmir.” The Chief Min-
ister underscored that his government func-
tions within the framework of the Union 
Territory.
“We have taken an oath as representatives 
of a Union Territory. We contested elections 
for the Union Territory Assembly. We are 
passing the budget of a Union Territory,” he 
said.
 Rejecting the opposition’s objections over 
terminology in the Appropriation Bills, he 
questioned, “Now, if we pass this bill and refer 
to it as an amendment to the government of 
Jammu and Kashmir, what changes? If we 
pass the Appropriation Bill for the Union 
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, what dif-
ference does it make? If I remove the term 
‘Union Territory,’ will our status change? No, 
it will not.”
 He criticized performative politics, stating, 
“Performing for the cameras won’t change 
our reality. What will bring change is our 
continued effort to restore Jammu and Kash-
mir’s statehood. If there is anything outdated, 
it is probably the record of our efforts in this 
regard.” Highlighting his government’s push 
for statehood restoration, he said, “We held 
our first cabinet meeting, passed a resolution, 
and submitted it directly to the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister. When the Prime Minister recently 
visited Sonmarg, I stood before him and 
publicly called for the restoration of Jammu 
and Kashmir’s statehood. Every time I visit 
Delhi, in every meeting, I reiterate that the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir do not accept 
the UT status.”
 Addressing legislative procedure, he pointed 
out, “However, the reality remains: we are a 
Union Territory. If we were not, things would 
have been different. If we were a state, the 
grants just passed would have been discussed 
in detail, and there would have been cut 
motions on them. But these were grants from 
the Home Department, and they were passed 
without discussion or cut motions—because 
we are a Union Territory.” Taking a dig at 

opposition tactics, CM Omar Abdullah 
remarked, “Staging a walkout for the cam-
eras and claiming ‘I am not part of this crime’ 
does not change the fact that the crime has 
already been committed against us.”
 He cautioned against misinformation-driv-
en politics, saying, “We must not allow What-
sApp forwards to dictate our politics. Our 
focus is clear: we want Jammu and Kashmir 
to be restored as a state. And, God willing, we 
will achieve that.”
 Concluding his statement, he reaffirmed, 
“However, simply removing or retaining the 
words ‘Union Territory’ does not change our 
reality. Jammu and Kashmir will remain a 
Union Territory until the Parliament of India 
restores its statehood. Therefore, let us not 
politicize this issue unnecessarily.”

SMC
He further said that the restoration of defunct 
street lights is carried by the concerned.

GST
3 of 2025) were both introduced by Chief 
Minister, Omar Abdullah, who also holds the 
Finance portfolio. Both the bills were passed 
by voice vote following their presentation.
Additionally, the Assembly passed the Jammu 
and Kashmir Goods and Services Tax (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025 (L.A. Bill No. 1 of 2025) through 
a voice vote. This bill, also introduced by the 
Chief Minister, aims to align the Union Ter-
ritory’s GST Act with recent amendments 
made to the Central Goods and Services Tax 
Act, 2017.

SHARMA
The Minister was replying to a question raised 
by Shiekh Khursheed Ahmed.
The Minister informed the House that out of 
the four projects, two have been completed 
and are functional while two projects are 
under process. He added that the sanctioned 
projects included construction of Rs 533.61 
lakh Synthetic Hockey Turf at Pologround 
Srinagar and construction of Rs 539.78 lakh 
synthetic Hockey Turf at K.K Hakku Stadium 
Jammu besides under construction syn-
thetic Athletic Track at Tulibal Sopore, Baram-
ulla and under construction Rs 294.11 lakh 
Indoor sports hall at Shalinar, Budgam.
The Minister said that Khelo India scheme is 
a Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports, Gol, and is not a 
constituency based scheme. He said that no 
project has been sanctioned under Khelo 
India scheme in Langate constituency for 
development of sports infrastructure.
However, various play fields have been devel-
oped under Capex amounting Rs 191.25 lakh. 
These included Rs 85.02 lakh play field at 
Pandithpora langate, 23.13 lakh play field at 
Ashpora, Rs 11.96 lakh play field at Kutlari 
Mawer, Rs 12.00 lakh football ground at 
kulangam, Rs. 39.14 lakh Roll skating at Gov-
ernment Girls Higher Secondary School, 
Langate while Rs 20 lakh open Air Gym at 
kulangam is under execution.

ASSEMBLY
tee on Estimates and Committee on Public 
Undertakings for the term ending March 31, 
2026.
Each Committee will comprise eleven mem-
bers, elected in accordance with Rules 344, 
346 and 349 of the Rules of Procedure and 
Conduct of Business in the J&K Legislative 
Assembly.

SAKEENA
CHC in the year 1999 with existing sanctioned 
staff strength. She added that, at present, 
against 03 sanctioned posts of Doctors, 02 
are posted and against 21 Paramedic staff, 
16 are posted at CHC Thanamandi. She 
informed that the issue regarding creation 
of posts shall be taken up with the Finance 
Department.
The Minister further informed the house that 
in various health institutions of medical blocks 
Darhal and Manjkote like CHC Darhal, PHC 
Lah, PHC Thanamandi, PHC Shahdhara Sharief, 
PHC Manjakote, PHC Ghambir Mughlan, PHC 
Kallar Chatyar and PHC Bagla Ndyala, against 
35 sanctioned posts, 19 are in position and 
16 are vacant.
She also informed that under NHM, against 
six sanctioned posts, five are vacant.
The Minister further said that the common 
masses, seeking medical attention, are also 
being facilitated through rationalization and 
developing a robust e-sanjeevani/tele-med-
icine through a well designed hub and spoke 
model.

DY CM
of Kashmiri Migrants to Kashmir Valley 

amounting Rs.1618.40 crore in the year 2009. 
He said that housing, transit accommodation, 
continuation of cash relief to migrants, student 
scholarships, employment, assistance to 
Horticulturalists and Agriculturalists and 
waiver of interest on loans are among the 
components being covered under the package.

He said that construction of 6000 transit 
accommodations was sanctioned in different 
districts of Kashmir Valley during December 

2015 and work on 5160 flats have been taken 
up for construction. Of this, 3120 flats have 
been completed up to ending January, 2025 
while the remaining 2040 flats are still under 
construction. Moreover, the remaining 840 
flats are likely to be taken-up shortly.

The Deputy Chief Minister said that the 
matter of enhancement in relief benefits has 
been taken up with the Government of India 
for consideration of enhancement/grant of 
full relief benefits in favour of new born babies 
of Kashmiri Migrants from Rs. 400 per month 
to Rs. 3250 per month without disturbing the 
ceiling of Rs. 13000 per family per month.

He maintained that the ex-gratia compen-
sation for the damaged properties due to 
bomb blast/fire incidents of migrants is being 
disbursed as per assessment made by the 
R&B department and the concerned Tehsil-
dars. However, there is no such order regard-
ing settlement of unpaid balance of ex-gratia 
in addition to Rs. 1.00 lakh already paid at the 
time of sanction of such compensation.

With regard to reallocation of posts, the 
Deputy Chief Minister said that, pursuant to 
Cabinet Decision 3000, supernumerary posts 
were created in second tranche in addition 
to 3000 posts created in the year 2009 (First 
Tranche) and referred to recruitment agencies. 
He said that the progress with respect to 
filling up of these posts was reviewed in the 
year 2020 and it was found that 1997 posts 
were still unfilled and were withdrawn from 
different departments. Consequent upon 
withdrawal, the same number of posts were 
re-allocated to four departments viz. Finance, 
Agriculture Production, Food, Civil Supplies 
& Consumer Affairs and Revenue, he added.

He added that the posts of Junior Assistants, 
Legal Stenographers, Junior Engineers and 
Draftsman (Civil/ Mechanical) were among 
the 1997 withdrawn posts.

The Deputy Chief Minister said that the 
government has not constituted any Shrines 
and Temples Management Committee. How-
ever, constant security vigil is being kept on 
the Shrines and Temples to ensure protection 
of these places. Any violation to religious 
properties is taken cognizance of by the 
competent authority with timely action for 
eviction, custody and restoration of such 
properties and also action under law against 
the violators.

Dr Narinder Singh Raina, Bashir Ahmad 
Veeri, Altaf Ahmad Wani, Showkat Ahmad 
Ganie, Hasnain Masoodi, Mir Saifullah, Kul-
deep Raj Dubey, Balwant Singh Mankotia, R 
S Pathania raised the supplementary.

DC Kulgam chairs DLRC/ DCC 
meeting, reviews performances 

of Banks, line departments

  Farooq  Rather

KULGAM, MARCH 25: District Development 
Commissioner (DDC) Kulgam, Athar Aamir 
Khan today chaired the District Level Review 
Committee Meeting/District Consultative 
Committee (DLRC/DCC) in order to review 
the performance of Banks and line depart-
ments for quarter ending December 31, 2024 
under Annual credit Plan and Govt Schemes.
The Meeting was attended by ACR, RBI, NAB-
ARD, and District Officers of line departments 
besides District Coordinators of various banks.
LDM, Iftikhar Ah Padder informed the meet-
ing that deposits of Banks stand at Rs 2753.01 
crores as on 31.12.2024 witnessing growth 
of 12.20% over December 2023, while Advanc-
es stand at Rs.2278.57cr as on 31.12.2024 
witnessing growth of 5.38% over December 
2023. The Credit Deposit Ratio of District 
Kulgam stood at 82.77%, quite above the 
National BenchMark of 60%.
Under District Annual Credit Plan (2024-25) 
of Rs.1937.00 Cr, Banks have disbursed 
Rs.1264.45 Cr to 46322 beneficiaries during 
quarter Q3 ended December 31, 2024 thus 
achieving 65% of ACP target.
DDC while reviewing sector wise achieve-
ments instructed Banks to improve credit 
dispensations in Agriculture, MSME, and 
more focus should be given to Farm Mecha-
nization, Education, Housing and Renewable 
Energy sectors.
It was informed by the LDM that the district 
has achieved the targets of PMEGP, Artisans/
Weavers Credit Card & PM Weavers Mudra 
Scheme.
The district has disbursed 325 vehicles till 
date under Mumkin Scheme, 30 Tejaswini 
cases and 56 cases disbursed under Spurring 
till date. Kulgam district is leading in UT of 
J&K, he added.
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DC Srinagar visits Hazratbal; 
takes onsite review of arrangements 

for upcoming religious festivals
  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, MARCH 25: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din 
Bhat today undertook a visit to Hazratbal 
Shrine in order to take onsite review of 
the arrangements being made by all line 
Departments for smooth conduct of the 
upcoming auspicious religious occasions 
of Shab-e-Qadr, Jumat ul vida, Eid-ul-Fitr 
at the Shrine.
The DC was accompanied by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, Dr. Khalid Hussain 
Malik; SP Hazratbal, SP Traffic, Superin-
tending Engineer R&B, Tehsildar Eidgah, 
Tehsildar North and other senior Officers 
of line Departments, besides Administra-
tor of J&K Wakf Board and senior members 
of Hazratbal Shrine Management.
On the occasion, DC took a detailed 
appraisal of the action plan from con-
cerned Departments regarding the 
arrangements put in place for observance 

of auspicious occasions of Shab-e-Qadr, 
Jumat Ul vida and Eid-ul-Fitr.
He passed the directions to concerned 
Departments related to ensuring supply 

of water and electricity, cleanliness mea-
sures, dog menace, fire service, transport, 
parking and medical facilities etc. The 
measures to tackle any kind of inconve-

nience caused inclement weather condi-
tions were also discussed.
The DC directed the Officers of all line 
departments to ensure special arrange-
ments for smooth observance of the pious 
religious occasions at the Shrine for the 
Devotees particularly during the inter-
vening night (Shab-e-Qadr) 26-27th 
Ramzan-ul Mubarak 1446 Hijri, which 
falls on intervening night of 27-28 March, 
2025 and on Jumat ul vida i.e March 28, 
2025 besides on the auspicious occasion 
of Eid-ul-Fitr during which large religious 
congregations are expected.
During the visit, the DC was apprised by 
the Administrator, J&K Wakf Board about 
the arrangements being made by the 
Wakf for smooth observance of the holy 
religious occasions during which about 
one lakh devotees are expected to visit 
the Hazratbal Shrine to offer special 
prayers during intervening night (Shab-
e-Qadr), congregational prayer on Jumat 
ul vida and of Eid-ul-fitr.

SED receives demands for up-gradation from 
various schools of Budgam district: Sakeena Itoo

  HT News Network

Jammu:-Minister for Education, 
Sakeena Itoo, today said that the 
School Education Department (SED) 
has received demands for up-grada-
tion of various schools of Budgam 
district.
These schools included Middle School 
Mazahama, Girls Middle School Kani-
hama, Middle School Rassu and 
Middle School Charangam, S.K Pora, 
Rathson and Aripathan.
The Minister said this while replying 
to a question raised by Dr. Shafi Ahmad 
Wani.
The Minister informed the house that 
the department has no immediate 

proposal for up-gradation of schools 
as numbers of these institutions have 
already been upgraded. She added 
that the department is presently 

focusing on creation of required infra-
structure and providing staff to all 
schools, especially the upgraded ones.
The Minister also informed that up-
gradation of schools involves huge 
financial implications for creation of 
infrastructure and posts of teaching 
staff. She added that the Education 
Department faces shortage of teach-
ing staff as no recruitment of teachers 
could be made for the past five years 
due to freezing of posts of General 
Line Teachers (GLTs) by the State 
Administrative Council (SAC) decision 
of 2018.The Minister further said that 
as and when the department pro-
poses up-gradation of schools, the 
said schools of Budgam district shall 
be considered.
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DC Srinagar chairs DLRC/ DCC 
meet; reviews performance 
of Banks in implementing 
Govt.  schemes

  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, MARCH 25: A meeting of District Level 
Review Committee/District Consultative Committee 
(DLRC/DCC) was today held under the chairmanship 
of Deputy Commissioner (DC) Srinagar, Dr. Bilal 
Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat at Meeting Hall of the DC Office 
Complex, here to review the performance of the 
Banks and sponsoring Departments under various 
Government initiatives and flagship schemes for 
Quarter ending December 2024.At the outset, the 
Deputy Commissioner/Chairman DLRC/DCC took a 
detailed review and sector wise performance of the 
Banks in implementation of different Government 
schemes. He also reviewed the achievements of 
Banks in lending to Priority/Non Priority sectors 
under Annual Credit Plan.Addressing the meeting, 
the DC urged Banks and sponsoring agencies to 
prioritize achieving targets under Priority Sector 
Lending. He also impressed upon the banks to improve 
the ease of availing banking facilities to the unem-
ployed youth who genuinely need it for achieving 
the gainful employment through various credit 
facilities tailored in accordance to their entrepre-
neurial aspirations.The DC emphasized utmost 
coordination between Banks and sponsoring agen-
cies for better implementation of self-employment 
schemes so that beneficiaries set up their income 
generating units in a seamless manner.He stressed 
on all the line Departments and Banks operating in 
the District to ensure proper hand holding of the 
beneficiaries to further improve the credit facilities. 

International Cricket Stadium 
is not a project of JK Govt: Omar 
Abdullah

  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25: Chief Minister, Omar Abdul-
lah, today clarified that the proposed Interna-
tional Cricket Stadium at Bajalta in Jammu was not 
a project initiated by the Jammu and Kashmir 
government.“The proposal for the cricket stadium 
was initiated by the Jammu & Kashmir Cricket 
Association (JKCA) but did not materialize. It was 
not a project of J&K government,” Chief Minister 
said while intervening during the Question Hour 
in the Legislative Assembly.Earlier, replying to the 
main question raised by Sham Lal Sharma, Minis-
ter for Youth Services and Sports, Satish Sharma, 
said that there was no such proposal by the Youth 
Services & Sports Department for establishment of 
International Cricket Stadium at Bajalta in Jammu.
The Minister informed the House that playfields 
are available in various schools in Jammu East 
Constituency wherein sports activities are being 
carried throughout the year by the staff of Youth 
Services & Sports Department. These schools 
included GGHSS Mubarakh Mandi, SRML Parade, 
GHSS Center Basis, GHSS Hari Singh, GHSS Julakha 
Mohalla, GHS City Chowk, HSS Khana Chargal, HS 
Bain Bajalta and HS Chak Largen.

J&K Land Revenue Act-1996 pre-
vents use of agricultural land for 
non- agricultural purposes: CM

  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25:Chief Minister, Omar Abdullah 
today said that the provisions for preventing the 
misuse of agricultural land are provided in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Land Revenue Act, Svt. 1996.
The Chief Minister was replying to a question raised 
by Irfan Hafiz Lone in the Legislative Assembly.
He said that under Section 133- A of this Act, no 
land used for agricultural purposes shall be used 
for any non-agricultural purposes except with the 
permission of District Collector. Further, as per 
section 133-A of Land Revenue Act, SVT. 1996 
agriculture land upto 400 sq meters can be con-
verted for residential purposes.
The Chief Minister said that under Section 133-C, 
of the Act, any land converted for other purposes 
in violation of the provision of Section 133-A or 
Section 133-B or 133-BB shall escheat to the Gov-
ernment and there is punishment for such offenc-
es who have contravened the provisions of Section 
133-A or Section 133-B or 133-BB and shall be 
punishable by the Collector or any Officer not below 
the rank of an Assistant Collector of 1st Class upto 
Twenty Five Thousand Rupees.
He informed the House, that the Board of Revenue 
has notified detailed regulations, prescribed forms 
and fixed fee for conversion of agriculture land to 
non-agricultural purpose which also has monitor-
ing provisions.
Adding, the Chief Minister said that Jammu and 
Kashmir Land Grant Actprovides for grant of state 
land on lease by the Government. The Jammu and 
Kashmir Land Grant Rules, 2022 have been revised 
and notified vide S.O 668, dated 09.12.2022.

CM Omar Abdullah assures 
House on infrastructure 
development for administrative 
units created in his tenure

  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25: Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 
today assured the House that his government 
remains committed to the development of admin-
istrative units created under his previous tenure 
and will ensure the necessary infrastructure is built 
over time.
Replying to a supplementary question from MLA 
G.A. Mir, the Chief Minister stated that the construc-
tion of the Mini Secretariat Dooru was initiated in 
2018 by JKPCC at an estimated cost of Rs. 590 lakh. 
He informed the House that work has been com-
pleted up to the plinth level, and part payments 
have been made accordingly.
 However, a Detailed Project Report (DPR) amount-
ing to Rs. 598.91 lakh was prepared by PWD, but 
the required Administrative Approval (AA) and 
Technical Sanction (TS) have not been accorded.
“Out of the total estimated cost of Rs. 590 lakh, an 
amount of Rs. 25 lakh was released under the Dis-
trict Budget 2017-18, which has been utilized against 
the total work done claims of Rs. 39 lakh. The work 
has been completed up to the plinth level,” the Chief 
Minister said.He further stated that a revised DPR 
of Rs. 598.91 lakh was prepared by PWD in 2021, 
but it requires reassessment in line with the latest 
Schedule of Rates (SoRs), considering the impact of 
cost escalation. A final decision will be taken once 
this reassessment is completed. He further stated 
that a revised DPR of Rs. 598.91 lakh was prepared 
by PWD in 2021, but it requires reassessment in 
line with the latest Schedule of Rates (SoRs), con-
sidering the impact of cost escalation. 

Drive against sale of counterfeit products 
intensified by Handicrafts & Handloom Dept

Warns of strict action against violators
  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, MARCH 25 – With tourist 
inflow increasing following the advent 
of summer season, the Handicrafts and 
Handloom Department, Kashmir, has 
upped the ante in its fight against sale of 
unlabeled counterfeit products sold in 
the name of genuine hand-made products 
in Kashmir.The Quality Control Division 
of the Department conducted several 
inspections of craft showrooms in City 
Centre here, advising dealers to desist 
from selling machine-made items in the 
garb of genuine handmade products.
In an official press release issued here 
today, Deputy Director, Quality Control, 
Mirza Shahid Ali, said the Department 
will further intensify its ongoing drives 
and ensure that buyers and tourists are 
sold certified hand-made products in 
various sale outlets in the capital city and routes leading to famous tourist destina- tions of Gulmarg, Pahalgam and Sonamarg, 

that attract a heavy footfall. “Inspection 
Squads have been placed on duty to reg-
ularly check sale and purchase of genuine 
hand-made products,” he added.
He further stated that Government shall 
exercise zero-tolerance towards sale of 
counterfeit products in the name of Kash-
mir Handicrafts and anyone found mis-
branding notified products would be dealt 
under the Quality Control Act that includes 
stiff penalties and cancellation of registra-
tion,” he added.An advisory has already 
been issued impressing upon tourists and 
buyers to approach the Department in 
case they feel they have been duped and 
sold counterfeit products. The Depart-
ment has also urged business stakehold-
ers to get their hand-made products 
tested and certified at Pashmina Testing 
& Quality Certification Centre, CDI and 
IICT lab, to ensure customer satisfaction 
and safeguarding the rich heritage of 
Kashmir.
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MD JJM for expediting source sustainability reports under Jal Jeevan Mission
  HT News Network

SRINAGAR, MARCH 25: Mission Director (MD), Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), J&K, Khurshid Ahmad Shah today convened 
an internal meeting of Mission Directorate, Jal Jeevan Mission in the UT of J&K.The meeting was attended by the 
Consultants, Project Managers, Chief Chemists, Technical officers and other staff of Mission Directorate, JJM, J&K.The 
MD enquired about the field visits undertaken by the consultants and asked for their feedback about technical feasi-
bility and source sustainability reports entrusted to them in various districts of J&K.The chair was informed that most 
of the reports stand submitted however some reports are pending owing to snow bound far flung areas in Kashmir 
and hilly inaccessible areas in the Jammu Division.
MD directed the consultants to complete the whole process in the first half of April. He also enjoined upon the con-
sultants and project managers to conduct the survey of left out areas for which pre-feasibility reports are awaited 
from field divisions.



AMITABH KANT

The Second Trump Administra-
tion is doubling down on tariffs 
and ‘Make America Great Again’ 

policies. The Trump Administration is 
also redefining and rewriting alliances 
of the past, with reverberations being 
felt by their allies in Europe and Asia. 
These moves aim to strengthen the 
US economy by improving trade bal-
ance and reducing public spending. 
At the same time, the United States 
has withdrawn from the Paris Agree-
ment, the World Health Organisation 
(WHO), and earlier, it had withdrawn 
from the International Court of Jus-
tice (ICJ). These moves are creating 
a vacuum in the global geopolitical 
order. This vacuum will not remain 
for long – it will be filled by competing 
powers. While the U.S. remains the 
most powerful actor, we are seeing 
the rise of a multipolar world once 
again. Fragmenting globalisation, the 
battle for technological supremacy, 
the geopolitics of energy, and collaps-
ing global governance are the key geo-
political trends reshaping our world 
that India must navigate. 

Fragmenting Globalisation
The era of globalisation we have 

seen in the post-World War II era 
is coming to an end as we know it. 
Since the global financial crisis, we 
have seen fragmented globalisation. 
Trade wars accelerated this fragmen-
tation. The COVID-19 pandemic saw 
a massive disruption in global supply 
chains, prompting countries and 
businesses to build alternative supply 

chains. With the Trump Administra-
tion again pursuing tariffs, the second 
era of trade wars is upon us. Whether 
reciprocal or across-the-board tar-
iffs, the trade wars will disrupt world 
trade immensely.  Trade wars are no 
longer just about merchandise. They 
impact factors such as technology, 
energy, and industrial policy. Coun-
tries are increasingly resorting to pro-
tectionism and building capabilities in 
strategic industries to ensure energy 
and national security. With the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) in limbo, 
countries are increasingly turning to 
bilateral or plurilateral trade agree-
ments. The rise of friend-shoring and 
the goal of building alternative supply 
chains presents opportunities for 
India. We can attract manufacturing 
investments with the right policies, 
strategic bilateral trade deals, and a 
focus on ease of doing business. 

Technology: The Battleground for Global 
Power

	 Technology has been the key 
driving force shaping global power 
dynamics from the First Industrial 
Revolution to the Fourth. In today’s 
era, semiconductors, artificial intel-
ligence (AI), and emerging technolo-
gies are the key drivers. Nations are 
pouring billions into chip manufac-
turing to ensure technological sov-
ereignty. AI is seeing massive invest-
ments from countries and companies 
alike. At the same time, the risks 
posed by cyberwarfare and AI cannot 
be overlooked. Cyber warfare can 
disrupt entire energy grids or bring 
down payments and banking systems. 
AI-driven misinformation campaigns 
can disrupt elections and sow social 
discord. AI should be shaped, owned, 
and deployed by communities world-
wide. We must innovate efficiently, 
do more with less, champion open 
source and ingenious engineering, 
and create multilingual and multi-
modal models. The global commu-

nity must ensure that technology is 
inclusive while limiting harm. The 
India model, where technology is 
used to bridge divides, rather than 
widen them, can be a template for 
the world. 

The Geopolitics of Energy and the Energy 
Transition

	 The shift toward clean energy is 
redefining power dynamics. Nations 
rich in critical minerals (lithium, 
cobalt, rare earths) or those that con-
trol the processing of these critical 
minerals are becoming more influen-
tial. Today, about 70-80% of rare earth 
elements (REE) extraction and pro-
cessing is controlled by China. 80% 
of the world’s solar cells are produced 
by China, and so are ~ 70% of electric 
vehicle batteries. With China already 
ahead of the technological curve, the 
US, under the Trump Administration, 
has withdrawn from the Paris Agree-
ment and has instead focused on fossil 
fuel expansion. This poses enormous 
risks for the global energy transition. 
Developed nations have already 
consumed 80% of the global carbon 
budget, and coal phase-out from G7 
countries will now happen by 2035 
instead of 2030. Further, developed 
nations are failing in their responsi-
bility to provide climate finance and 
technology to the developing world. 
This leaves little room for developing 
countries to meet their development 
ambitions. Our race towards clean 
energy requires new forms of global 
alliances. Countries must collaborate 
on technology, such as next-genera-
tion solar panels, electrolysers, and 
alternate cell chemistry (ACC) batter-
ies. India must act decisively, continu-
ing to build our domestic ecosystem 
in green hydrogen, solar energy, and 
electric mobility. We must also secure 
trade partnerships to ensure access 
to critical minerals while developing 
capabilities for processing and refin-
ing. 

Collapsing Global Governance Amidst 
Rising Global Conflict

	 At a time when global cooperation 
is most required, the structures we 
have in place are failing in their man-
date. The United Nations is struggling 
to maintain relevance. Global tem-
peratures have already crossed the 
1.5-degree Celsius mark. The Global 
South remains on the sidelines both 
in terms of its representation and its 
priorities. The UN Security Council 
remains gridlocked, the WTO lacks a 
functioning dispute resolution mech-
anism, and COP29 failed to deliver 
much-needed climate finance. From 
Ukraine to Gaza to Sudan, conflict is 
escalating worldwide. As PM Modi has 
stated repeatedly, today’s challenges 
of climate change, pandemics, and 
financial instability see no national 
borders. He has emphasised that we 
cannot fight the challenges of the 21st 
century with outdated institutions. A 
new global governance framework is 
needed that places the Global South 
at its core and recognises that the 
world is no longer the domain of a 
select few powers. This is a moment 
of opportunity for India—to shape an 
alternative global economic model 
and advocate for a more inclusive 
international system. 

The coming decade will shape the 
future of global politics and econom-
ics. India is emerging and position-
ing itself as a pragmatic leader on 
the global stage. We are bringing to 
the fore issues of importance to the 
Global South whilst striking a con-
ciliatory note on global conflict. The 
Prime Minister’s recent statement 
that we must emphasise dialogue 
instead of discord has struck a chord 
globally. India’s diplomatic balancing 
act is becoming a defining feature of 
this era.

The author is India’s G20 Sherpa, 
and former CEO of NITI Aayog. Views 

expressed are personal. 

Mass Communication 
& Journalism 
professionals need 
support from govt

PUBLIC RELATIONS is an important 
subject of Mass Communication & 
Journalism courses being taught in the 
different universities and colleges of 
the country. The basic aim of this sub-
ject is to acquaint the students with 
the latest trends of the overall field 
of public relations. It is also done so 
that they deliver to the best possible 
level as and when they are asked to do 
so by a corporate house, government 
department or any undertaking.

It is quite unfortunate that the con-
cept of public relations has not been 
understood by most of the people 
in Kashmir. It is due to this reason 
that the people who receive educa-
tion in this field are kept at bay as 
and when any organization needs the 
services of a public relations officer 
or public relations specialist. Instead 
of appointing Mass Communication 
pass-outs the people at helm appoint 
youth who have got degrees in some 
other subjects. This has squeezed the 
job options for the Mass Communica-
tion professionals and they are at the 
receiving end.

In the other parts of the world the 
Mass Communication professionals 
have not to run after the jobs since 
there are many options available to 
them. Getting appointed as a public 
relations officer or public relations 
specialist is seen as a good option by 
the youth who received education in 
the subject of Mass Communication 
& Journalism. The public relations 
expert gives a new dimension to the 
functioning of a government depart-
ment, corporate house or any other 
organization.

There is a general notion among the 
people that a person who has a degree 
in the subject of Mass Communica-
tion & Journalism can become a jour-
nalist only. This notion needs to be 
removed since there are many other 
job options for a Mass Communication 
& Journalism pass-out. But for this the 
people more so those who are deci-
sion makers in the government and 
private sectors need to be aware about 
the developments taking place on the 
ground.

These people should appoint the 
Mass Communication & Journalism 
professionals to the positions of public 
relations officers or public relations 
specialists. Once this happens then 
such professionals would understand 
that sky's the limit for them and they 
need not to be worried about their 
future. As on date the Mass Commu-
nication & Journalism professionals 
feel that they have been pushed to the 
wall since not many jobs are available 
to them in the field of Journalism and 
allied fields.
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Pension battle: Employees' right 
or government burden?

DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

Restoration of the Old Pension 
Scheme (OPS) has become 
an important social and eco-

nomic issue in India. It is not only 
a matter of concern for government 
employees but also for the country's 
financial policy and social security. 
In 2004, the Old Pension Scheme 
was abolished and the New Pension 
Scheme (NPS) was implemented, but 
in the last few years, there has been 
a widespread movement and political 
debate among employees regarding 
the restoration of OPS.

What was the Old Pension Scheme (OPS)?
Imagine getting a fixed income 

every month even after your job is 
over, like a magical treasure that 
never gets empty! This was OPS—a 
defined benefit pension scheme 
in which government employees 
received 50% of their last salary as 
pension after retirement. Dearness 
Allowance (DA) was also added to 
this, due to which the pension kept 
increasing from time to time. Under 
this scheme, the government gave 
a full guarantee of pension, and the 
employee did not have to make any 
contribution.

New Pension Scheme (NPS) and 
Controversy

In 2004, the central government 
abolished OPS and implemented 
NPS, which is a defined contribution 
scheme. In this, employees have to 
invest a certain part of their salary in 

a pension fund, which has to depend 
on market-based returns. Now imag-
ine that your pension is floating on 
the waves of the stock market—some-
times up, sometimes down! This is 
the reason why there is a feeling of 
insecurity among employees about 
NPS, because there is no guaranteed 
pension in it.

Why is the demand for OPS restoration 
increasing?

Financial insecurity: The pen-
sion amount in NPS depends on the 
market performance, which does not 
provide permanent and fixed income 
to retired employees. The pension in 
OPS used to increase with the dear-
ness allowance, whereas NPS does 
not have this benefit. States like 
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Punjab, 
Jharkhand, and Himachal Pradesh 
have announced the implementa-
tion of OPS. Lakhs of government 
employees are on strike and protest-
ing, increasing the pressure on the 
government. OPS is considered an 
essential means for financial stability 
in old age. Many retired employees 
under NPS are struggling to meet 
their expenses.

International perspective: pension 
systems in other countries

Different models have been 
adopted for the pension system in 
many countries of the world. Some 
countries have continued schemes 
like OPS for government employees, 
while other countries have adopted 
a private investment-based system. 
Under the Social Security System 

in the US, government and private 
employees get a fixed pension after 
retirement. However, government 
contribution is limited in this, and 
personal investment is also necessary. 
A state pension scheme is in place 
in Britain, in which the government 
ensures a minimum pension, but 
private schemes are encouraged for 
additional pension.

Germany has a strong public pen-
sion system, where both employees 
and employers make mandatory con-
tributions, resulting in a guaranteed 
pension. France also has a defined 
benefit pension system, where the 
government plays a major role and 
employees are provided with a per-
manent pension.

A superannuation fund system 
is in place here, in which both the 
employee and the employer make 
regular investments, and after retire-
ment this amount is given in the form 
of a pension.

Why do MPs and MLAs get pensions?
An important question also arises: 

if the pension of government employ-
ees has been abolished, then why are 
MPs and MLAs still given pensions?  
Do MPs and MLAs take policy deci-
sions during their tenure, for which 
they get special privileges? In many 
states, MLAs get lifelong pensions 
after one term, which is different 
from the rules for general govern-
ment employees. Many former MPs 
and MLAs have already been work-
ing in government services, and they 
get double pensions.  Many employee 
organizations argue that when the 

pension of government employees 
has been abolished, then public rep-
resentatives should also be kept in the 
same category. The burden of pen-
sion of MPs and MLAs on the govern-
ment treasury is increasing, due to 
which the demand for abolishing it 
is increasing.

Potential benefits, financial impact, and 
challenges of OPS restoration

Restoration of OPS may increase 
the government's financial burden. 
The government will have to allocate 
a large part of its budget for pen-
sion payments, which may affect 
other development schemes. Some 
economists believe that implement-
ing OPS may lead to long-term eco-
nomic imbalances. A permanent 
pension scheme will provide secu-
rity to employees, and they will be 
assured about their future. People's 
inclination towards government jobs 
will increase, due to which qualified 
and talented people will join the 
administrative services. When retired 
employees get assured income, they 
will maintain their purchasing power, 
which will maintain stability in the 
market. OPS gives employees an 
opportunity to live with dignity in 
old age.

conclusion
Restoration of old pensions is 

not just an employee welfare policy 
but a broader social and economic 
issue. The government has to adopt 
a balanced approach and formulate 
a policy that ensures the economic 
security of employees and, at the 
same time, maintains the financial 
balance of the government. The 
future of OPS restoration will depend 
on how the government resolves this 
issue and whether a middle path is 
possible.

Poet, freelance journalist and 
columnist, radio and TV panelist

Navigating the geopolitical trends 
reshaping our world

In India, before 2004, government employees were given 
pensions under the Old Pension Scheme (OPS). Under 
this, a fixed pension was given for life after retirement. 
50% of the last salary was given as a pension.  
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World Theatre Day and it's Importance

BY/GULFAM  BARJI
HARWAN  SRINAGAR. 

On March 27  the Interna-
tional Day of theatre is cel-
ebrated all over the world. 

The World Theatre Day of  cel-
ebrates the importance and util-
ity of the arts because the theatre 
gives us the opportunity to reflect 
the bitter experiences of life, teach 
and change. This day highlights the 
essence, beauty and importance of 
theatre arts, their important role 
in entertainment and the symbolic 
effects on the theater life. The day 
also informs governments, politi-
cians, institutions and stakeholders 
around the world who have not yet 
understood the importance, use-
fulness of theatre for the people 
and the possibility of its economic 

development. After the start of the 
year 1962, the World  Theatre Day 
continues to be celebrated. This 
day highlights the importance of 
theatre arts. Theatre  is a common 
form of performance art that uses 
directly actors. The actor can reach 
the audience through the combina-
tion of gestures, speeches, songs, 
music and dance to present the 
experience of a real or imaginary 
event directly to the audience. The 
use of art element such as color-
ful scenes and stage craft, such as 
lighting, is done to enhance physi-
cality, a sense of presence and the 
immediateness of the experience. 
The modern theatre includes plays 
and musical theatre. The arts of 
the ballet and opera are also the-
atre's, and in addition to the the-
atre many conventions such as 
acting, costumes and staging are 
called theatre. The musical theatre 
is a separate identity that helps to 
effectively use the theatre to devel-
op it. The importance of the the-
atre arts and their important role 
in entertainment is celebrated to 
raise and highlight how they can 
be used for peace and economic 
development. Every year on March 
27, a theme is followed by the the-

atre and the ITI determines the 
theme every year and it identifies 
the role of the theatre in establish-
ing peace and combining cultures. 
The theme has been translated into 
many languages ​​so that everyone 
can understand and practice it. 
World Theatre Day 2025 Theme

To do this, every year on March 
27  a theme is followed for the past 
59 years. The theme for World 
Theatre Day 2025 is "Theatre and 
a Culture of Peace."ITI doesn't 
designate any specific theme for 

World Theatre Day every year.26 
Feb 2025. Events are held around 
the world at ITI centers and desig-
nated places every year on March 
27, and ITI encourages everyone  
who celebrate this day to use its 
creativity to promote it. This World 
Day of the theatre is the purpose 
of promoting the theatre in all 
forms to inform people of the the-
atre's value, enable theatre com-
munities to promote their work 
on a large scale enjoy the theatre 
in all forms and share the theatre 

with others. International Day of 
theatre gives us the opportunity 
to celebrate and appreciate their 
importance. Theatre  is not just a 
way to entertain ourselves  but the 
theatre gives us something new. 
We must never forget how special 
and beautiful the theatre is to us. 
Theatre is a bridge between the 
people and the authorities. The-
atre shows also show a glimpse 
of a variety of people and their 
lives. Theatre allows you to step 
into someone else's shoes and see 

life from their point of view. This 
teaches young people with sym-
pathy and cultural relationships. 
Theatre collects people because it 
is a mutual art and you learn to be a 
community worker. Theatre helps 
you tell you the stories of your life 
and the lives of others. It helps you 
create meaning through personal 
narratives. Many forms of theatre 
have been alive for centuries  while 
some have become new for some 
time and some are more popu-
lar than others. One of the aims 
of the theatre is to make people 
aware of its value and beauty in all 
forms of theatre. This is why the 
international theatre community 
is planned every year to promote 
the ancient art of drama and music. 
The theatre is not just a matter of 
entertaining ourselves  but it is a 
way to learn something new that 
we may never find to learn in life. It 
does not matter how many powers 
we have entertained. We should 
never forget how special and beau-
tiful we should be appreciated. 
Finally  I am deeply congratulated 
to the theatre  lover's and theatre 
guards around the world on the 
occasion of the World Theatre Day.

The importance of 
Mother Tongue 

LONE SHOWKAT
loneshowkat5155@gmail.com 

Language is more than just a tool for 
communication; it is the foundation 
of our thoughts, emotions, and iden-

tity. Among the many languages a person 
may learn, the mother tongue holds a special 
place. It is the first language we are exposed 
to—the language of our parents—and the lan-
guage that shapes our earliest understanding 
of the world.

The importance of the mother tongue 
cannot be overstated, as it plays a crucial 
role in personal development, cultural pres-
ervation, and social cohesion.

Foundation of Cognitive Development 
The mother tongue is the first language a 

child learns, forming the basis for cognitive 
development. Research shows that children 
taught in their mother tongue during their 
early years perform better academically. This 
is because they can grasp complex concepts 
more easily when explained in a language 
they are familiar with.

The mother tongue acts as a bridge to 
learning other languages and subjects, 
enabling children to build a strong educa-
tional foundation.

Cultural Identity and Heritage 
Language is deeply intertwined with cul-

ture. The mother tongue carries the tradi-
tions, values, and history of a community. It 
is through this language that stories, songs, 
and rituals are passed down from one genera-
tion to the next.

Losing one’s mother tongue can lead to 
a loss of cultural identity, disconnecting 
individuals from their roots. Preserving the 
mother tongue is essential for maintaining 
cultural diversity and ensuring that future 
generations remain connected to their heri-
tage.

Emotional and Psychological Well-Being 
The mother tongue is often the language of 

the heart—the language in which we express 
our deepest emotions, thoughts, and feel-
ings. Speaking in one’s mother tongue can 
provide a sense of comfort and belong-
ing, especially in unfamiliar or challenging 
situations. For individuals living in foreign 
countries or multicultural environments, 

the mother tongue serves as a link to their 
homeland and a source of emotional support.

Social Cohesion and Communication 
In multilingual societies, the mother 

tongue plays a vital role in fostering social 
cohesion. It allows individuals to commu-
nicate effectively within their communities, 
strengthening bonds and promoting mutual 
understanding.

When people can speak their mother 
tongue freely, it creates a sense of inclusiv-
ity and respect for diversity. This, in turn, 
contributes to a more harmonious and united 
society.

Economic and Professional Advantages 
While global languages like English are 

often emphasized for professional success, 
the mother tongue also holds significant eco-
nomic value.

In many regions, businesses and industries 
operate primarily in the local language. Profi-
ciency in the mother tongue can open doors 
to job opportunities and enable individuals 
to engage more effectively with their local 
communities.

Additionally, preserving indigenous lan-
guages can boost tourism and cultural indus-
tries, contributing to economic growth.

Preserving Linguistic Diversity 
The world is home to thousands of lan-

guages, but many are at risk of extinction. 
According to UNESCO, a language disappears 
every two weeks, taking with it a unique cul-
tural and intellectual heritage.

By valuing and promoting the use of 
mother tongues, we can help preserve lin-
guistic diversity and ensure that no language 
is lost to history.

Conclusion 
The mother tongue is more than just a 

means of communication; it is a vital part 
of who we are. It shapes our thinking, con-
nects us to our culture, and provides a sense 
of belonging.

In a rapidly globalizing world, it is cru-
cial to recognize the importance of mother 
tongues and take steps to preserve and pro-
mote them. By doing so, we not only enrich 
our own lives but also contribute to the cul-
tural and linguistic diversity that makes our 
world so vibrant and unique.

The Miseries of Low-Paid Workers: 
Time to Uplift the Working Class 
ER ISHFAQ KHALIQ 
ratherishfaqcivilbhcet@gmail.
com

Every day, social media 
sites, blogs, newspa-
pers, and television 

channels are filled with 
stories about empowering 
low-wage workers in the 
Indian industry. We have 
designated days like Labor 
Day and Women’s Empow-
erment Day to celebrate 
their contributions, but 
beyond grand speeches and 
showy gestures, we do little 
for their betterment. Many 
fail to realize how badly low-
wage workers suffer, how 
their families survive, and 
how their struggles are often 
ignored.

Many nations commemo-
rate these days to promote 
justice, equality, and fairness 
for laborers and the working 
class. Discussions on work-
ers’ rights persist, with many 
still facing unsafe working 
conditions and inadequate 
recognition. While it is good 
that we celebrate their con-
tributions on selected days, 
we must also highlight their 
social status, their role in 
society, and how they are 
treated. These celebrations 
should not just be symbolic; 
they should serve as oppor-
tunities to show genuine 
appreciation for workers in 
industrial and allied sectors 
while also advocating for 
better working conditions 
and worker rights.

The Need for Legal Reforms 
In the modern era, these 

observances should focus 
on social justice for low-paid 
workers. Political parties and 
lawmakers must take con-
crete steps to improve their 
situation. Some key areas 
that require immediate atten-
tion include:

Laws to Protect Low-Paid 
Workers

Legislation should be 
enacted to ensure job secu-
rity and fair wages for low-
paid workers. The law should 
act as a backbone for them, 
protecting their rights so 
they are not harassed for 
payment or fired for raising 
their voices against injus-
tices. If they work tirelessly, 
their efforts should be recog-
nized and adequately com-
pensated.

Holidays and Weekend 
Celebrations

After long hours of hard 
work, low-paid workers 
deserve adequate rest. They 
should be given weekly holi-
days, especially Sundays 
and designated week-offs, to 
spend time with their fami-
lies, relax, and enjoy a bal-
anced personal life.

Financial Security in Old Age
When these workers grow 

old, they should have enough 
savings to live with dignity. 
They should not have to beg 
for small amounts to survive. 
Employers and the govern-
ment must ensure that they 
have sufficient financial 
reserves or pension plans to 
rely on for the rest of their 
lives.

Healthcare Benefits
Workers should be entitled 

to health benefits so that if 
they fall sick while working, 
they receive medical sup-
port without salary deduc-
tions. Their financial stabil-
ity should not suffer during 
illnesses.

Safeguarding Children
Strict laws should prevent 

child labor and ensure that 
children of low-paid work-
ers attend school instead of 
working. Education should 
be a priority so that the next 

generation does not inherit 
the same struggles.

Workplace Safety
Labor laws should enforce 

strict safety regulations, 
ensuring that no worker 
is allowed to work without 
proper safety equipment. 
Whether the job is physically 
demanding or not, adequate 
safety measures should be in 
place to prevent workplace 
injuries.

Workers’ Unions
Workers should have the 

right to form unions to collec-
tively address workplace con-
cerns. These unions should 
advocate for better wages, 
job security, and improved 
working conditions by nego-
tiating with employers.

Ending Workplace 
Discrimination

Workers should be treat-
ed with dignity and respect, 
regardless of their caste, reli-
gion, or background. Their 
contributions should be 
acknowledged without bias 
or prejudice.

Challenges Faced by Indian 
Workers and Their Families 

Indian workers often work 
in difficult conditions, par-
ticularly in factories where 
basic amenities like hospi-
tals, proper nutrition, and 

education for their families 
are lacking. Safety measures 
are inadequate, and many 
workers endure long hours 
with little pay, leaving them 
with no time for their fami-
lies.

Due to job scarcity, many 
workers fear that if they 
speak up against exploita-
tion, they could lose their 
only source of income. This 
silences their struggles and 
forces them to accept unfair 
treatment. The situation 
could improve if workers 
were paid fairly, treated with 
respect, and given financial 
security.

The Way Forward 
One of the most effec-

tive ways to uplift low-wage 
workers is through learning 
programs that provide them 
with better skills and expe-
rience. These programs can 
enhance their job prospects, 
help them secure stable 
employment, and improve 
their quality of life.

It is time for action. We 
must prioritize the well-being 
of our workforce, recognize 
their invaluable contribu-
tions, and create policies 
that protect their rights. A 
nation’s progress depends 
not just on its industries 
but also on the dignity and 
empowerment of its workers.
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Chief Justice chairs High-Level meeting to strengthen functioning 
of Legal Aid Clinic & Support Centres at GMCH Jammu, Srinagar

  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25:J&K 
Legal Services Authority under 
the esteemed guidance of Jus-
tice Tashi Rabstan, Chief Justice, 
High Court of Jammu & Kash-
mir and Ladakh (Patron-in-
Chief, J&K Legal Services 
Authority) today convened a 
virtual meeting with all the 
Secretaries of District Legal 
Services Authorities (DLSAs), 
Medical Superintendents of 
Government Medical College 
& Hospital (GMCH) Jammu and 
Srinagar and Jail Superinten-
dents alongwith Medical Offi-
cers of the jails across the UT 
of J&K and Ladakh.

The objective was to com-

prehensively review and rein-
force the legal aid mechanisms 
to health care available to 
inmates in correctional facili-
ties across the region.

During the deliberations, 
special emphasis was placed 
on the recently inaugurated 
Legal Aid Clinics at GMCH 
Jammu and Srinagar, under-
scoring the need to extend 
similar facilities to all correc-
tional institutions across the 
UTs. It was resolved that these 
Legal Aid Clinics should be 
fully operationalized with des-
ignated Legal Aid Defense 
Counsels (LADCs) and Para-
Legal Volunteers (PLVs) to 
ensure seamless and timely 
access to legal assistance for 
inmates.To enhance accessibil-

ity and outreach, it was further 
mandated that the contact 
details of PLVs, Legal Aid Coun-
sel and nodal officers nomi-

nated by the GMCH Jammuand 
Srinagar be prominently dis-
played in all jails, ensuring that 
every inmate is aware of their 

rights and can seek legal assis-
tance without procedural hin-
drance. This initiative aligns 
with the broader objective of 

expediting special medical 
attention and ensuring the 
swift resolution of pending 
legal matters.Additionally, Jail 
Superintendents were direct-
ed to extend all necessary 
facilities to avail all benefits of 
providing the specialized 
medical treatment from the 
Legal Aid Clinics available at 
GMCH Jammu & Srinagar, 
including specialized medical 
care, psychological counseling 
and legal consultationsto 
inmates, reinforcing the com-
mitment to upholding their 
fundamental rights, as 
enshrined in the Constitution 
of India and international 
human rights conventions. The 
Chief Justice reiterated the 
importance of a coordinated 

approach involving jail author-
ities, legal services institutions, 
and healthcare professionals 
to ensure the holistic well-
being of inmates.The meeting 
concluded with a firm com-
mitment from all stakeholders 
to strengthen legal aid infra-
structure across correctional 
institutions, with continued 
efforts to enhance Legal Aid 
Clinics, legal literacy initiatives 
and rehabilitation programs 
and health care of jail inmates 
across the UT of J&K and Lada-
kh.The J&K Legal Services 
Authority remains steadfast in 
its mission to uphold justice, 
ensure access to legal remedies, 
and safeguard the dignity and 
rights of all individuals, par-
ticularly those in custody.

Subject: Grant of registration of the paying Guest house/
Home stay under the name and style " Darya Residency  
Paying Guest House/Home Stay" Situated at Habbak Naseeb 
Bagh Hazratbal Srinagar.   

PUBLIC NOTICE
  Whereas,I Ab Rashid Wani S/o: Ali Mohammad Wani 

R/o: Habbak Naseeb Bagh Hazratbal Srinagar.Intends 
to apply in the o�  ce of Prescribed Authority of Direc-
torate of of Tourism Kashmir  for registration of my 
proposed Paying Guest House/Home Stay under the 
Name & Style "Darya Residency Paying Guest House/
Home Stay" Situated at near Habbak Naseeb Bagh 
Hazratbal Srinagar. under Tourist trade Act 
1978/82/2011-12.       
     Whereas I will submit Landownership Certi� cate 

from Concerned Tehsildar with attest photographs of 
the unit through Dy.Commissioner Concerned,Rent/
Lease Deed/Partnership Deed/issued by concerned 
Sub-Registrar,Judicial Magistrate ( if applicable NOC 
from the owner to the e� ect that the property can be 
used as HomeStay),Character Certi� cate of the ap-
p l i c a n t  f r o m  t h e  C o n c e r n e d  P o l i c e 
Station,undertaking from the owner as self 
declaration,Public Notice inviting objections, if any 
in print media,list of family members Name,Age and 
Photograph self attested by owner,photographs of 
the unit as mentioned in the application ( each of 
e x t e r i o r  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  b e d  r o o m s  a n d 
bathrooms),Inspection report by the Committee shall 
decide whether to issue a registration to the unit or 
not keeping in view,the type of accommodation and 
amenity,aadhar card.Now before my case is processed 
for registration by the prescribed Authority. The mat-
ter is hereby notified for information of general 
Public/Organizations for objections if any and the 
same should reach to the o�  ce of prescribed Author-
ity within a period of 7 days from the publication of 
this notice in leading local newspaper of the valley.
Objections received beyond the period of 7 days from 
the date of publication shall not be entertained and 
the case shall be processed under rules as per merit.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR  KREERI
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

 PUBLIC NOTICE

The Registrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Offi  cer Wagoora)/ 
chokedar  hassubmitted case fi le pertaining
to Birth of   HAFSA IQBAL      S/O MOHAMMAD IQBAL MAGRAY  R/O 
KAREWA KREERI       Tehsil KREERI        Distt. Baramulla having 
verifi ed the date of  Birth  as  01/01/2020   and  event has been shown 
to be occured  at SDH KREERI  for issuance of delay order .In this  
connection . if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay 
order of Birth certifi cate shall present his/her claim this offi  ce within 
07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained   
       Executive  Magistrate

1st Class KREERI

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL  MAGISTERIAL JUVENILE JUSTICE BOARD  KUPWARA

Appointed Under Section 176(1) of the Code of Criminal Procedure 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
It is hereby informed to the general public that a Magisterial Inquiry is being conducted by the undersigned into the 
custodial death of Mohd Maqbool Khan S/O Ab Ga� ar Khan R/O Kukroosa, Tehsil Vilgam, which occurred on 27-12-2022 
in District Jail Kupwara. In this regard by virtue of this public notice all the persons having any direct or indirect knowledge 
regarding the circumstances leading to the death of the deceased are hereby requested to appear before the undersigned 
and record their statements within 15 days from the date of publication of this notice. 
O�  ce Address: Juvenile justice board, SM City Centre Branwari Kupwara. 
Contact No: 01955252090 

                                       Principal Magistrate 
    Date: Mar 25 2025                                                    Juvenile justice Kupwara
         DIPK-13406/24       

My name has been wrongly written as FAIZAN NISSAR 
MALIK in my Adhaar card while my correct name is MALIK 
FAIZAN which needs to be corrected if anybody having 
any objection in this regard he /she may � le his / her 
objection in the o�  ce of concerned Aadhar authorities 
within seven days from the publication of this notice after 
that no objection will be entertained.

Name....MALIK FAIZAN 
R/O DAULATPORA KREERI
Contact no....9541344459

PUBLIC NOTICE

Gen Secretary of AMK, 
Shabnum Tilgami Bereaved 

  HT News Network

Muradabad Kreeri June 23 :  Death of father of Shabnam 
Tilgami has been widely Condoled across Socio- Political 
and literary Circles. The deceased left for heavenly abode 
on 24th of March at Tilgam and was laid to rest at his 
ancestral graveyard at Tilgam Pattan.

           Patron of Kruhen Cultural Forum Muradabad 
Kreeri Syed Sad ud din Saidi, Former Cabnet Minister 
Syed Basharat Bukhari, Jammu and Kashmir National 
Conference Senior leader Mohammad Yaqoob wani, Adbi 
Markaz Kamraz's  Patron Dr Rafiq Masoodi, President 
Muhammed Amin Bhat, Sarwar Hashmi President  Man-
zoor Hashmi Cultural Forum watergam kreeri, Chief 
Editor of daily Headlines Today Syed Jahangir Bukhari 
and Various Socio Political personalities from across 
Kashmir valley, expressed deep shock and grief over the 
demise of father of Shabnam Tilgami Secretary Adbi 
Markaz Kamraz. Condolence messages issued through 
social media, people described departed soul as an 
epitome of simplicity, pious person who left this mortal 
world  to the final destination.    Most of the people termed 
this death as a huge loss. All of them prayed to Almighty 
Allah to grant him Jannat and cofer endurance to the 
bereaved family members, friends and acquaintances to 
bear this irreparable loss.

      Expressing solidarity with the bereaved family Edi-
tor in Chief of daily Headlines Today prayed for eternal 
peace to the departed soul.

Casual Daily Workers Demand 
Minimum Wages Act Implementation, 

Slam Political Apathy 
  HT News Network

Srinagar, : The Jammu & Kashmir Casual Daily Workers 
Forum on Tuesday accused the government of failing to 
fulfill promises made to them and condemned the alleged 
police lathi charge against their protesting colleagues in 
Jammu.Addressing the media in Srinagar, Forum President 
Sajad Parray expressed disappointment, stating, "We 
voted for the NC to fulfill our demands, not to be thrashed. 
Instead of addressing our issues, political parties are busy 
blaming each other in the Assembly." He added that their 
protests have been ongoing for decades, including during 
the Mufti-led government, but their voices continue to 
be ignored.Parray also recalled that Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had invited them to Raj Bhawan and assured 
action, but those assurances remain unfulfilled. He 
criticized the present government for forming a com-
mittee to examine their demands but failing to take any 
concrete steps. "Now they have politicized our issue, with 
parties accusing each other instead of addressing our 
plight. Some even allege that casual laborers are 'spon-
sored,' which is a baseless and blatant lie," he said.

I want to correct the name of my son  as Mudasir Muneer 
Mir S/o Muneer Ahmad Mir which is wrongly mentioned as 
Mudasir  Manzoor Mir S/o Manzoor Ahmad Mir Now I want 
to change the name of my son.If anybody has any objection 
in this regard he/she may � le the same before the concerned 
authority within a period of seven days from the date of pub 
publication of this notice, after that no objection shall be 
entertained.

Muneer Ahmad Mir 
Father of Mudasir Muneer Mir 

R/o Najibhat Baramulla

PUBLIC NOTICE

I want to correct the name of my son  as Muzamil Muneer 
Mir S/o Muneer Ahmad Mir which is wrongly mentioned as 
Muzamil Manzoor Mir S/o Manzoor Ahmad Mir Now I want 
to change the name of my son.If anybody has any 
objection in this regard he/she may � le the same before 
the concerned authority within a period of seven days 
from the date of  publication of this notice, after that no 
objection shall be entertained.

Muneer Ahmad Mir 
Father of Muzamil Muneer Mir 

R/o Najibhat Baramulla

PUBLIC NOTICE

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B
DIVISION SHOPIAN

Fax No/ Tell No: 01933-260226 Email.rnbdivisonshopian@gmail.com
EXTENSION NOTICE

It is notified for the information of all concerned that due to poor
tender response for the work advertised vide this office NIT No:- STAGE/79 /9002-07/e-
tendering //RnB/SPN/2024-25 Dated:-13-03-2025 figuring at S. No. 01, accordingly,
the critical dates for the work are hereby :

Extended as
1 Bid Submission End Date 04-04-2025 up to 2:00 PM

2 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)
05-04-2025 at 11:00 A.M in the Office of the

Executive Engineer R&B Division Shopian.

Instead of
1 Bid Submission End Date 24-03-2025 up to 2:00 PM

2 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)
25-03-2025 at 11:00 A.M in the Office of the

Executive Engineer R&B Division Shopian.

DIPK-13385/24 Sd/-
Dt: 25-03-2025 Executive Engineer

R&B Division Shopian

CEO Shrine Board calls for unified 
efforts ahead of Chaitra Navratra

  HT News Network
Katra, March 25: In antic-

ipation of the upcoming 
Chaitra Navratra, Anshul 
Garg, Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
Shrine Board undertook a 
comprehensive review of 
operational preparedness 
at Spiritual Growth Centre, 
Katra underscoring the 
importance of unified 
efforts among all stake-
holders and security agen-
cies to manage the expect-
ed surge in pilgrim footfall 
during the nine-day festival 
to ensure a seamless and 
peaceful pilgrimage expe-
rience for devotees visiting 
the Holy Cave Shrine.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Addl. Chief Executive 
Officer, SMVDSB; SSP, Secu-
rity; SSP, Reasi; Comman-
dant, CRPF;  Jt. Chief Exec-
utive Officer, SMVDSB; SP, 
Katra; Sub Divisional Mag-
istrate, Bhawan & Katra; Dy. 
CEO; Asstt. CEOs; Tehsildar; 
ACF SMVDSB; SDPO Katra 
& Bhawan and officers from 
Army, IB, CID, Fire Services, 
SMVDSB and other intel-
ligence agencies.

Laying focus on the pil-
grim safety and smooth 
regulation of Yatra as per 
the directions of Chairman, 

SMVDSB (Lt. Governor, JK-
UT), CEO emphasized for a 
robust security grid at all 
key sectors of the Shrine, 
complemented by real-
time monitoring through 
CCTV cameras. These cam-
eras will provide round-
the-clock surveillance 
along the route from Katra 
to Bhawan, allowing for 
swift response to any situ-
at ion .  Addit ional ly, 
appealed to pilgrims to 
wear a valid RFID card at 
all times before embarking 
on the Yatra, facilitating 
smooth access to various 
facilities and services dur-
ing their journey.

The CEO stressed the 
importance of leveraging 
modern security gadgets 
during Navratras to ensure 
a safe and secure environ-
ment. These gadgets, 
acquired by the Board after 
last year's Joint Security 
Review (JSR) based on the 

Hon'ble Chairman's direc-
tions which include X-Ray 
Baggage Scanner, Door 
Frame Metal Detector, 
Hand Held Metal Detector 
and Under Vehicle Search 
Mirror to ensure a compre-
hensive security frame-
work.He directed the con-
cerned quarters upon 
verification and census of 
pony porters so as to check 
any suspicious element on 
the track by the concerned 
agencies and extensive 
checking at different plac-
es of Katra for overcharging 
of fare.The Chief Executive 
Officer also conducted a 
comprehensive review of 
disaster management mea-
sures, emphasizing fire-
fighting, crowd manage-
ment and preparedness to 
ensure prompt and effec-
tive responses in emer-
gency situations. To bolster 
crowd management, the 
CEO directed the Disaster 

Management Task Force 
(DMTF) of the Shrine Board 
to monitor vulnerable areas 
and issue alerts. Further-
more, regular announce-
ments and beat monitoring 
by joint stakeholder teams 
will be implemented at 
Bhawan to manage crowd 
congestion, identify hold-
ing areas and ensure seam-
less Yatra management.

The CEO instructed the 
stakeholders to ensure the 
availability of essential 
amenities including clean 
drinking water, uninter-
rupted power supply and 
sanitation facilities with 
proper disposal of waste 
besides regulation of vehi-
cles on the track. Addition-
ally, he emphasized the 
need for 24x7 emergency 
medical ser vices to 
promptly address any 
medical emergencies.

Security agencies high-
lighted major challenges 
for the deployed security 
forces in coming days for 
managing the expected 
influx of pilgrims on Navra-
tra. A detailed security grid 
was also presented by SSP 
Reasi and Commandant, 
CRPF, outlining measures 
such as Quick Response 
Teams (QRTs) and a Multi-
Tier Security Grid.
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DC Kulgam reviews arrangements for 
Jumat-ul-vida, Shab-e-Qadr, Eid-ul-Fitr & Navratra

Instructs to intensifying market checking to curb black marketing & profiteering to ensure sale of safe quality food items
  Farooq  Rather

KULGAM, MARCH 25: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Kulgam, Athar 
Aamir Khan today chaired a meeting 
of officers to review the arrange-
ments for auspicious occasions of 
Shab-e-Qadr, Jumat ul Vida, Eid ul 
Fitr and Navratra in a meeting with 
officers of different  departments 
here at mini-secretariat Kulgam.
On the occasion, the DC reviewed 
availability of poultry, ration and LPG  

in the district besides other essential 
items in markets.
Meanwhile, DC directed concerned 
departments to ensure smooth sup-
ply of drinking water and electricity 
and to press water tanker service in 
the areas where required during 
these days.
He also directed the concerned to 
conduct sanitation and cleaning 
drives at Mosques, Shrines and Tem-
ples.
Regarding transport facility to the 

devotees visiting shrines/mosques 
for congregational prayers, DC direct-
ed concerned officials to ensure that 
devotees do not face any inconve-
nience.Athar stressed on intensifying 
market checking to curb black mar-
keting and profiteering and ensure 
sale of safe quality food items.
The DC directed the Health Depart-
ment to install medical camps with 
paramedical staff, critical care ambu-
lance and medicines at main congre-
gation places and major Shrines.

He stressed all concerned officers to 
work with added zeal, energy and 
close coordination for the successful 
and hassle-free culmination of large 
congregations of Shab-e-Qadr, Jamat-
ul-Vida & Eid-ul-Fitr and Navratri 
across the district.
The meeting was attended by ADDC, 
Altaf Ahmad Khan; ACR, ACP,  CMO, 
AD-FCS&CA, Tehsildars and other 
officers besides members of Auqaf 
and traders association also attend-
ed the meeting.

07

Monthly NCORD meeting held at Shopian
  HT News Network

SHOPIAN, MARCH 25: To 
strategize the multi 
pronged efforts against the 
menace of drug addiction 
across the district, a dis-
trict level Narco Coordina-
tion (NCORD) meeting was 
held today at Mini-Secre-
tariat Shopian.
The meeting, chaired by 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Shopian, Shishir Gup-
ta, detailed department 
wise action plans aimed at 
strengthening the fight 
against drug abuse.
DC emphasized the critical 
role of departments in 
combating the rising men-
ace of drug abuse. He 
directed the Drug Control 
Department to continue 
the pharmacy inspections 
and ensure compliance to 
drug storage, dispensing 
and other norms and 
intensify penal action 
including suspensions 
against violations.

Revenue, Police, Agricul-
ture and Excise Depart-
ments were stressed to 
gear up and take preven-
tive measures against the 
illicit crop cultivation in 
hotspot areas and the 
growth of wild bhung.
“Take strict action against 
the cultivators of illicit 
crops including poppy,” DC 
instructed officers.
Additionally, the police 
department was instruct-
ed to implement stringent 
measures against indi-

viduals involved in drug 
peddling, and efforts were 
highlighted to identify and 
rehabilitate victims of drug 
abuse through institu-
tional support of the 
Addiction Treatment Facil-
ity.
DC focused on enhancing 
Information, Education, 
and Communication (IEC) 
activities to raise aware-
ness about drug abuse 
especially at Morning 
Assemblies across schools 
and colleges. “Engage more 

people at Panchayat level 
in the ongoing IEC Cam-
paign on Drug Abuse,” DC 
instructed Officers.
SSP, Anayat Ali joined the 
meeting virtually, while 
ADC, Dr.Zakir Hussain 
Faaz; SDM  Zainapora, ACD, 
Tehsildars, other district 
officers of Agriculture, 
Horticulture, Information, 
Social Welfare, Health, 
Drug Control, Excise and 
other concerned attended 
the meeting in person. The 
meeting, chaired by Dep-
uty Commissioner (DC) 
Shopian, Shishir Gupta, 
detailed department wise 
action plans aimed at 
strengthening the fight 
against drug abuse.
DC emphasized the critical 
role of departments in 
combating the rising men-
ace of drug abuse. He 
directed the Drug Control 
Department to continue 
the pharmacy inspections 
and ensure compliance to 
drug storage, dispensing 
and other norms.

Police Raid Multiple 
Locations in Handwara Over 
Links to Banned Out� t

  DR.AB QAYOOM

Handwara,Mar 25: Handwara Police have carried out 
searches at multiple locations, including the residences 
of individuals allegedly linked to the banned organization 
Tehreek-e-Hurriyat (G). The searches were conducted as 
part of an ongoing investigation into Case FIR No. 07/2024 
registered at Handwara Police Station.According to offi-
cials, law enforcement agencies executed these operations 
to gather evidence related to activities associated with 
the proscribed organization. "During the searches, 
incriminating material was recovered, which is being 
analyzed as part of the investigation," an official state-
ment said.Authorities have not disclosed specific details 
about the recovered material but confirmed that the 
investigation remains active. "Further legal action will 
be taken based on the findings," the official added.The 
move comes as part of ongoing efforts by security agen-
cies to curb activities linked to banned organizations in 
the region. Law enforcement officials have reiterated 
their commitment to maintaining peace and taking strict 
action against individuals or groups involved in unlawful 
activities.Further developments in the case are awaited 
as the investigation progresses.

DC Kulgam unveil 
Potential-linked Credit Plan 
document

  Farooq Rather

KULGAM, MARCH 25: The Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Kulgam, Athar Amir Khan Tuesday chaired a district 
level consultative committee which was attended by, 
Joint Director Planning, AGM NABARD, AGM RBI, LDM, 
district officers from various departments and banks in 
the district.
The meeting detailed that NABARD has envisaged a 
potential of Rs.1660 crore in Kulgam district for the year 
2025-26 which can be tapped by banks, financial insti-
tutions and development departments in the district.
During the meeting, DC launched the Potential-linked 
Credit Plan (PLP) prepared by NABARD for the ensuing 
year.
The PLP forms the basis for the preparation of the 
annual District Credit plan for the upcoming year. The 
PLP is being prepared based on the policies of the central 
and state government and reflects the national priorities 
of the Government of India to scale up lending to various 
sectors of the economy, DDM NABARD, Rouf Zargar said.
It was given out that NABARD has envisaged a total 
credit potential of Rs.1660.03 crore for the district for 
the year 2025-26 under priority sectors

Satish Sharma flags off bus service 
from Jammu to Neel Banihal

Says ‘govt intends to cover uncovered remote areas of J&K’
  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25: Minister for 
Transport, Satish Sharma, today 
flagged off a bus service from Jammu 
to Neel Banihal in presence of MLA 
Banihal, Sajad Shaheen at JKRTC 
Office Rail Head Complex, Jammu.

MD JKRTC, Rakesh Kumar Srangal, 
RTO Jammu, Jasmeet Singh besides 
senior officers and staff members of 
the concerned departments were 
present on the occasion.

While speaking on the occasion, 
the  Minister said that this daily bus 
service from Jammu to Neel Banihal 
will benefit thousands of people who 
faced hardships in up-down travel 
from the designated area earlier. He 
said it was a long pending demand 
of the locals and expressed satisfac-
tion that government is  proficient 
to fulfil their aspirations.

Satish Sharma said that this is the 
third bus service towards Banihal 
area. "Bus service from Jammu to 

Banihal and Banihal to Gool has 
already been flagged off few months 
ago, the Minister added.He empha-
sized that J&K government is com-
mitted to establish a sustainable 
public transportation system in the 
UT.He exhorted that the government 
is committed to improve transporta-
tion in Jammu, especially far flung 
and border areas with the aim to 
enhance mass mobility, providing 

increased safety and sustainability 
along with greater access and con-
venience for commuters.Sajad Sha-
heen, while speaking on the occasion, 
expressed gratitude to the Minister 
for taking prompt action on his 
request for the special bus service 
from Jammu to Banihal. He said it 
will cater to the transportation needs 
of the people travelling to the far 
flung areas the constituency.

IEC Campaign against Drugs and Introductory 
Training Session held at Anantnag

  HT News Network

ANANTNAG, MARCH 25: In 
order to raise awareness about 
the dangers of drug abuse and 
train officials from various 
departments to become effec-
tive advocates in the fight 
against substance misuse, a 
training session for resource 
persons under the Nasha Mukt 
Abhiyaan (Drug-Free Cam-
paign) was conducted today at 
Dak Bungalow Anantnag.

The session was attended by 
a diverse group of resource 
persons from across the dis-
trict, including representatives 
from the Health, Education, 
Revenue, and Social Welfare 

departments.
The training was designed 

to equip them with the knowl-
edge and skills necessary to 
address drug abuse in their 
respective spheres of influence.

Several distinguished speak-
ers from different fields deliv-
ered impactful lectures on the 
hazardous and far-reaching 
consequences of drug abuse. 
The sessions highlighted the 
critical need for a collective 
approach in combating this 
growing social menace. The 
experts also discussed preven-
tive measures, rehabilitation 
strategies, and the role of each 
department in creating a drug-
free environment.

The chief guest of the event, 
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (ADC) Anantnag, Fayaz 
Ahmad Banday, emphasized 
the importance of community 
involvement in the Nasha Mukt 
Abhiyaan. He commended the 
district's efforts in addressing 
the drug abuse issue and urged 
all participants to take an active 
role in spreading awareness 
and implementing measures 
to curb drug abuse.

The training session also 
featured representatives from 
various government depart-
ments, who participated 
enthusiastically, ensuring that 
the message of the campaign 
reaches every corner of the 

Chairman DLSA Ganderbal conducts 

inspection of Subsidiary Jail, Dignibal
  HT News Network

GANDERBAL, MARCH 25: In 
accordance with the plan of action/
calendar of activities for the month 
of March, 2025, issued by J&K Legal 
Services Authority, Abdul Nasir, 
Chairman DLSA Ganderbal, vis-
ited the Subsidiary Jail, Dignibal, 
Ganderbal.

The visit aimed to inspect the 
condition of the prison building, 
cleanliness, and facilities avail-
able to inmates. Chairman DLSA 
Ganderbal, reviewed the condi-
tion of barracks, toilets, bathing 
areas, kitchen and store/
godown, as well as the segrega-
tion of inmates.

He also assessed the basic 

facilities available in the prison, 
including the quality and quan-
tity of food provided, RO plant/
filter system for potable drink-
ing water, library and newspa-
per facilities, phone services, 
ambulance and medical facili-
ties.

The Chairman's inspection 
covered various aspects of 
prison life, including living con-
ditions, quality of food and 
nutrition, access to Legal Rep-
resentation, cleanliness and 
hygiene.

Chairman DLSA Ganderbal 
was accompanied by Sheikh 
Babar Hussain, Secretary DLSA 
Ganderbal; Gulzar Ahmad, Addi-
tional District Magistrate, Gander-
bal; Nazir Ahmad, DySp DAR Gan-

Director Extension SKUAST-K Visits KVK Kupwara, Inaugurates 
Walnut Nursery and Promotes Natural Farming

  DR.AB QAYOOM 

Kupwara,Mar,25:Professor Raihana 
Habib Kanth, Director Extension of 
SKUAST-K, paid her first official visit to 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Kupwara 
today after assuming charge of the Direc-
torate of Extension. During her visit, she 
reviewed various scientific and natural 
farming activities undertaken by KVK 
Kupwara.A key highlight of the visit was 
the inauguration of a walnut nursery by 
Prof. Kanth, where she also planted a 
walnut sapling, symbolizing the com-
mitment to sustainable and eco-friend-
ly agricultural practices in the region.In 
a significant step toward promoting 
natural farming and empowering rural 
women, Prof. Kanth participated in the 
concluding session of the 5-day Central 
Sponsored Training Program on Natural 
Farming under the initiative Empower-
ing Krishi Sakhi. This program aimed at 
enhancing the knowledge and skills of 
women farmers, enabling them to 
become ambassadors of sustainable 
agricultural practices. A total of 35 Krishi 

Sakhis actively took part in the training.
The training program featured a series 
of informative lectures delivered by KVK 
scientists and an officer from the Agri-
culture Department. These sessions 
covered key aspects of natural farming, 
emphasizing its role in improving soil 
fertility, reducing dependence on chem-
ical inputs, and ensuring long-term agri-
cultural sustainability. A special interac-
tive session was also held, allowing 
Krishi Sakhis to share their experiences 

and challenges with experts.Speaking 
on the occasion, Director Extension 
SKUAST-K Prof. Raihana Habib Kanth 
highlighted the importance of natural 
farming in addressing global challenges 
such as climate change and water scar-
city. She emphasized the vital role of 
Krishi Sakhis in advocating and imple-
menting sustainable agricultural prac-
tices at the grassroots level. She also 
connected natural farming with tradi-
tional agricultural wisdom, stressing the 

need to return to eco-friendly cultivation 
methods that ensure food security and 
environmental conservation.The initia-
tive at KVK Kupwara aligns with the 
broader vision of sustainable agriculture, 
equipping women farmers with the nec-
essary skills to practice and promote 
natural farming techniques in their com-
munities. By reducing chemical usage, 
improving soil health, and conserving 
water resources, such programs contrib-
ute significantly to the resilience of the 
agricultural sector.Prof. Kaiser Mohi-ud-
Din Malik, Head of KVK Kupwara, along 
with his scientific team, expressed grat-
itude to Prof. Raihana Habib Kanth for 
her prompt visit and support. She was 
welcomed with  bouquets and tradi-
tional shawl as a mark of appreciation. 
Prof. Kanth assured full support from the 
Directorate of Extension, SKUAST-K, for 
the welfare of farmers in Kupwara district.
The visit and training program at KVK 
Kupwara reaffirm SKUAST-K’s commit-
ment to empowering farmers, particu-
larly women, and fostering sustainable 
farming practices for a better future.
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Sakeena Itoo inaugurates State-of-the-Art Cath 
Lab at Super Speciality Hospital, Jammu

  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25: Min-
ister for Health and Medical 
Education, Social Welfare 
and Education, Sakeena 
Itoo, inaugurated the State-
of-the-Art Catheterization 
Laboratory (Cath Lab) at 
Super Speciality Hospital 
here today.
MLA Jammu West, Arvind 
Gupta; Secretary Health 
and Medical Education, Dr. 
Syed Abid Rasheed Shah; 
Principal GMC Jammu, Dr. 
Ashutosh Gupta; Medical 
Superintendent, Super Spe-
ciality Hospital, Dr. Rehana 
Khurshid; Medical Super-
intendents of Associated 
Hospitals, HoDs of different 
specialities and other staff 
were present on the occa-
sion.
Speaking at the inaugural 
ceremony, Sakeena Itoo 

said that establishment of 
this State of Art Cath Lab 
will give a major boost to 
advanced cardiac care in 
Jammu region. “This 
remarkable facility will 
surely enhance hospital’s 
capabilities in diagnosing 
and treating complex car-
diovascular diseases with 
cutting-edge technology”, 
Sakeena stated.
The Minister further high-

lighted that the present 
Omar led government is 
committed to strengthen 
healthcare infrastructure 
across Jammu and Kashmir 
with focus on ensuring 
world-class medical facili-
ties for the people. “In 
recent Budget, CM Omar 
Abdullah has kept a major 
provision of budget for 
upgrading medical infra-
structure in J&K. Our gov-

ernment is determined to 
establish top notch medical 
care facilities in all district 
hospitals of J&K”, Sakeena 
maintained.
The Minister elaborated 
the critical role of the Cath 
Lab in providing invasive 
cardiac procedures, reduc-
ing treatment time and 
improving patient out-
comes, particularly in 
Jammu region. She added 
that this newly inaugu-
rated Cath Lab is equipped 
with advanced imaging 
technology, which will 
allow cardiologists to per-
form procedures like angio-
plasty, stent placement, 
Temporary Pacemakers, 
Permanent Pacemakers, 
Cardiac re-synchronization 
Therapy, cardiac catheter-
ization and other cardiac 
procedures with precision 
and efficiency.

Jammu Admin trains Resource 
Persons to foster anti-drug campaign

  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25: The District Admin-
istration Jammu today organised a training 
programme to train resource persons to 
intensify the Information, Education and 
Communication (IEC) campaign against 
drug abuse under the Nasha Mukt Jammu 
Kashmir Abhiyaan.

The programme was held at Padma Shri 
Padma Sachdev Government College for 
Women Gandhi Nagar.

Speaking on the occasion, Additional 
District Magistrate (ADM) Jammu, Ansuya 
Jamwal emphasised the administration’s 
commitment to combating the menace of 
drug abuse through mass awareness. She 
urged the resource persons to effectively 
engage with the public using vernacular 
languages to ensure better outreach and 
understanding.

“The resource persons must thoroughly 

imbibe the information and skills imparted 
during the training. It is essential to exten-
sively circulate  the helpline number to offer 
assistance to those in need,” the ADM said.

She further informed that awareness 
camps are being organised at the grassroots 
level, in every panchayat, at government 
schools and in urban local bodies as part of 
the initiative. The details of all such camps 
are being uploaded on a centralised portal 
for real-time monitoring by the UT admin-
istration.

Confluence of  NCD and infection epidemics : 
A potential health challenge Iin India : Director SKIMS 

  HT News Network 

Srinagar, March 24: On the occasion of 
World Tuberculosis (TB) Day, the Depart-
ment of General Medicine, Sher-i-Kashmir 
Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS), 
Soura, in collaboration with district TB 
centre (DTC) Srinagar organized World 
Tuberculosis (TB) Day 2025 on 24th march 
. The event aimed to raise awareness about 
the global burden of TB and highlight the 
latest advancements in its diagnosis and 
prevention.

The inaugural session commenced with 
a Welcome Address by Prof. (Dr.) Sonaual-
lah Shah, Head of the Department of Gen-
eral Medicine, SKIMS, who highlighted the 
theme of world TB day 2025.
It was followed by the Associate Dean's 
Address by Prof. (Dr.) G.M. Gulzar, HOD 
Gastroenterology who emphasized the 
importance of this event in raising aware-
ness in public about the devasting health, 
social and economic consequences of Tuber-
culosis .

The session concluded with the Director's 
Address by Prof. (Dr.) Mohd Ashraf Ganie, 
Director SKIMS & EOSG. He warned future 
threat of interaction of non communicable 
disease epidemic (NCD) with infection like 
TB. For eliminating TB he highlighted the 
importance of research projects about the 
different aspects of tuberculosis. He also 
desired that 3 departments including 
Department of General Medicine Depart-

ment of community Medicine,   Department 
of Microbiology and infectious disease 
department  needs to work together in 
order to address various issues related to 
TB.This event also featured brainstorming 
lecture sessions by the faculty members 
of SKIMS Soura who delivered insightful 
talks on various aspects of tuberculosis, 
including:   Dr. Nazia Mehfooz, Assistant 
Professor, Respiratory Medicine, Dr. Far-

hana Siraj, Associate Professor, Infectious 
Disease, Dr. Nargis Kour Bali, Associate 
Professor, Microbiology, Dr. Javid Ahmad, 
Additional Professor, Community Medicine. 
These sessions were chaired by various 
eminent faculty members of SKIMS.
The event concluded with an Interactive 
Session and closing remarks by Prof. Ajaz 
Nabi Koul, HOD Infectious Disease. The 
interaction with postgraduates was dif-
ficult case based scenarios of varied pre-
sentations of tuberculosis being handled 
at SKIMS. Dr Ajaz emphasised  the impor-
tance of teamwork between clinicians, 
laboratory consultant and imaging frater-
nity which gives fruitful dividends in the 
form of detection and management of 
tuberculosis at tertiary care centre like 
skims.In the end he thanked DTO Srinagar 
and Skims administration in helping us to 
organise this academic feast. The program 
was well attended by faculty members, 
residents, and medical professionals from 
SKIMS, reaffirming their commitment to 
eliminating tuberculosis and achieving the 
global target of ending TB by 2030.

SCERT launches outreach program “SCERT Jammu on Wheels”
  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25: The State 
Council of Educational Research 
and Training (SCERT), Jammu 
& Kashmir, launched an ambi-
tious outreach program, 
"SCERT Jammu on Wheels,".
The initiative, aimed at 
strengthening the profession-
al development of teacher edu-
cators across the Jammu divi-
sion, was f lagged off by 
Shantmanu, Additional Chief 
Secretary Education and Direc-
tor, SCERT J&K.
Also present were Professor 
Sindhu Kapoor, Joint Director, 
SCERT Jammu and Anjali Gup-
ta, Principal, DIET Jammu in 
the event.
This unique program has been 
designed to empower the 
teacher educators by providing 

them with modern pedagogi-
cal tools, innovative teaching 
methodologies and research-
based best practices to enhance 
the quality of education at the 
grassroots level.
The orientation session at DIET 
Kud marked the first phase of 
this outreach programme, wit-
nessing participation of teach-
er educators from DIET Jammu 
and DIET Kud.
Pertinently, SCERT Jammu on 
Wheels is a strategic initiative 
aimed at bridging gaps in 
teacher education institutes 
and ensuring effective dis-
semination of educational 
reforms. Through this outreach 
program, SCERT Jammu, along 
with DIET Jammu and DIET 
Kud, seeks to create a more 
informed, skilled and innova-
tive teaching community, ulti-

mately benefiting the students 
and the education system at 
large.
Speaking at the flag-off cere-
mony, Shantmanu underscored 
the importance of continuous 

teacher training, stating 
,“SCERT Jammu on Wheels is a 
pioneering step towards mak-
ing professional development 
more accessible and impactful 
for educators at the grassroots 

level. This outreach will foster 
collaboration, knowledge-
sharing and capacity-building 
across the Jammu Division.”
Professor Sindhu Kapoor, Joint 
Director, SCERT Jammu, 

emphasised the importance 
and role of SCERT Jammu on 
Wheels in bridging the gap 
between policy and practice in 
education. She stated that 
empowering the teacher edu-
cators through orientation 
programs like this is crucial for 
ensuring the convergence of 
initiatives across various DIETs 
under SCERT Jammu Division.
The orientation sessions at 
DIET Kud, GHSS Tikri, GMS 
Lehnu and GGMS Dogra  and 
Teacher Educators of 11 zones 
of Udhampur district covered 
key educational initiatives. 
These included NIPUN Bharat 
(FLN), PM e-Vidya, DIKSHA, 
NISHTHA, Assessment Cell 
Multilingual Cell, NEP Cell and 
Inclusive Education.
The faculty members from 
SCERT Jammu led the interac-

tive discussions and experience 
sharing sessions to enrich the 
learning process. The whole 
program was anchored by the 
program coordinator, Rakesh 
Kumar Chobber.
Principal, DIET Kud, expressed 
gratitude for the initiative, 
highlighting its impact on the 
professional growth of teacher 
educators. He remarked, “such 
outreach programs will help 
us align our teaching method-
ologies with modern educa-
tional practices, ultimately 
benefiting the students across 
the region.”
The "SCERT Jammu on Wheels" 
initiative will continue its jour-
ney to other DIETs across the 
Jammu Division, ensuring that 
no educator is left behind in 
the pursuit of excellence in 
education.

JKRLM (UMEED) Shopian 
Organizes Free Medical 
Camp for Women SHG 
Members

  MUSHTAQ ULISLAM
Shopian, March 25 : Jammu and Kashmir Rural 

Livelihoods Mission (JKRLM) UMEED, in collabora-
tion with AYUSH Shopian, organized a Free Medi-
cal Camp exclusively for women Self-Help Group 
(SHG) members. The event was sponsored by 
SPVLG Artisans Foundation under Project MAMTA, 
a Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative 
by J&K Bank.The camp provided essential healthcare 
services to SHG members, ensuring access to pre-
ventive medical care. A team of experienced doctors 
and medical professionals from AYUSH Shopian 
conducted free health check-ups, consultations, 
and distributed necessary medicines. Women 
attendees benefited from various medical services, 
including general health screenings, gynecological 
consultations, and awareness sessions on nutrition 
and holistic well-being.Speaking on the occasion, 
representatives from JKRLM (UMEED) Shopian 
emphasized the mission's commitment to integrat-
ing livelihood support with healthcare and social 
welfare. Officials from AYUSH Shopian also reiter-
ated their dedication to providing quality healthcare 
services to the rural population, particularly wom-
en.The event witnessed enthusiastic participation 
from SHG members, who expressed their gratitude 
for the initiative. Many attendees availed expert 
consultations and appreciated the awareness ses-
sions on health and wellness.JKRLM (UMEED) 
continues its efforts towards enhancing the socio-
economic and health conditions of rural women 
by forging strategic partnerships and leveraging 
CSR support. Such initiatives reaffirm the mission's 
commitment to holistic rural development and 
women's empowerment in Jammu & Kashmir.(ROK)

Bhaderwah Campus 
organizes traffic 
awareness rally
Public Urged To Follow The Traffic Rules

  Amir Iqbal Khan 

Bhaderwah, March 25:To bring traffic related 
awareness and to sensitise students and locals with 
the rules and regulations covering vehicular com-
mutation processes, the School of Education, Bhad-
erwah Campus University of Jammu in collabora-
tion with the Traffic Police Doda organized a 
Traffic Awareness Rally here on Tuesday. The 
importance of road safety and responsible driving 
were the main epicentric points of the event.
A communication issued in this regard stated that 
the rally attended by students, faculty and officials 
from Traffic Police Doda organised a march in the 
township aimed to spread awareness regarding 
traffic rules and regulations.
"The students, holding placards with impactful 
slogans marched enthusiastically from Bhaderwah 
Campus passing through various routes in the town 
before culminating back at the campus," commu-
nication said and added, "The event highlighted 
the significance of following traffic rules, wearing 
helmets, seat belts, avoiding over speeding and 
adhering to traffic signals to prevent road accidents".
On this occasion, Rector Bhaderwah Campus, Prof. 
Rahul Gupta, in his message congratulated the 
School of Education, Bhaderwah Campus and Traf-
fic Police Doda for organizing the rally and appre-
ciated their efforts in promoting road safety aware-
ness. He emphasized the role of educational 
institutions in instilling civic sense and responsibil-
ity among the youth.
Dr. Kuljit Singh, Academic Coordinator and In-
Charge, Department of School of Education address-
ing the gathering emphasized the importance of 
traffic management in ensuring road safety. " I 
strongly urge student community to act as respon-
sible citizens and spread the message of safe driv-
ing practices within their respective social spheres," 
he added.
The locals and participants appreciated the initia-
tive reinforcing the need for collective efforts in 
ensuring safer roads and responsible commuting.

DC Poonch reviews arrangements 
for up-coming religious events

  HT News Network

POONCH, MARCH 25:  Dep-
uty Commissioner Vikas 
Kundal convened a meeting 
of officers from different 
departments, representa-
tives of civil society, and 
religious leaders to review 
the preparations for the 
upcoming religious events 
including Shab-e-Qadar, 
Navratras, Eid ul Fitr and 
Baisakhi.The meeting 
served as a platform for reli-
gious heads and prominent 
citizens to project essential 
requirements for each day. 
Discussions centered on 
enhanced sanitation mea-

sures, uninterrupted elec-
tricity supply, reliable drink-
ing water access, security 
provisions, traffic manage-
ment, sufficient stock of 
ration supplies, monitoring 
of food item prices and qual-
ity, as well as medical facil-
ities and parking arrange-
ments.Specific concerns 
addressed during the meet-
ing encompassed security 
in Mandir complexes during 
Navratra festivities, the 
decoration of local markets, 
provision of sufficient 
rations in remote areas on 
Eid and necessary medical 
support during the Nagar 
Kirtan scheduled for April 

11th on Khalsa Sirjana 
Diwas.The Deputy Commis-
sioner urged all officers to 
adhere to past practices, 
while addressing the new 
demands raised by the com-
munity leaders. He empha-
sized the importance of 
monitoring food prices and 
quality during the festival 
season, and directed the 
Power Development Depart-
ment (PDD) and Public 
Health Engineering (PHE) 
department to ensure ade-
quate electricity and potable 
water supplies.Additionally, 
the CA&FCS department 
was tasked with ensuring 
that essential commodities.

DC Rajouri reviews arrangements 
for Shab-e-Qadr, Jamat-ul-Vida 
and Eid-ul-Fitr

  HT News Network

RAJOURI, MARCH 25: Deputy Commissioner Abhishek 
Sharma, today chaired a meeting in the Conference Hall 
of the DC office to finalize the arrangements for the 
Shab-e-Qadr, Jamat-ul-Vida and Eid-ul-Fitr in the district.

The DC issued directions for uninterrupted power 
supply and instructed concerned officers to ensure 
proper sanitation in the town. The functioning of street-
lights was also reviewed, with directions to address any 
faults promptly.Stressing the importance of an uninter-
rupted water supply, the DC asked the PHE department 
to take necessary measures to ensure smooth distribu-
tion. He also took stock of the distribution of ration in 
rural areas and emphasized timely delivery.To maintain 
law and order during the celebrations, security arrange-
ments, crowd management, and traffic regulations were 
thoroughly discussed. The deployment of magistrates 
at key locations was also reviewed to ensure smooth 
conduct of the events.The Deputy Commissioner direct-
ed the concerned officers to make adequate parking 
arrangements to avoid congestion. Market checking 
teams were instructed to keep a strict vigil on the qual-
ity and pricing of essential commodities, including 
mutton, chicken, cheese, fruits, and vegetables, to prevent 
overcharging and ensure food safety.
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Kishtwar: Awareness 
imparted to women on 
Menstrual Hygiene

  HT News Network

KISHTWAR, MARCH 25: SANKALP: Hub for 
Empowerment of Women (HEW) today organised 
a Special Awareness Program at Health Centre 
Melan focusing on menstrual hygiene for enhanced 
reproductive health.The SANKALP-HEW team 
emphasized that it is crucial to prioritise awareness 
when it comes to menstrual health, not only for 
women but for society as a whole. The team empha-
sised that the purpose of these camps is to impart 
awareness to women about essential health check-
ups for various health issues.The Sankalp team 
also focussed on educating women about impor-
tant health topics such as contraceptive methods, 
family planning, urinary tract infections (UTIs), 
menstrual hygiene and adolescent health.Besides, 
the participants were also educated about various 
women centric schemes. At the end, Sankalp HEW 
distributed free sanitary pads to promote men-
strual health and hygiene among women..

GDC Neeli Nallah releases 
maiden newsletter “Neer: 
The Campus Chronicles”

  HT News Network

UDHAMPUR, MARCH 25: Government Degree 
College Neeli Nallah Udhampur today launched 
its maiden Newsletter, “Neer: The Campus Chron-
icles”, marking a significant milestone for the 
institution.The event was held under the guidance 
of Principal of the College Prof. (Dr.) Seema Arora 
and attended by Principal Guests Prof. Kuldeep 
Sharma, Principal GDC Jindrah; Dr. Rajni Bhagat, 
Principal GDC Katra and Dr. Shalini Sharma, Prin-
cipal GDC Majalta.The programme commenced 
with the lighting of the ceremonial lamp followed 
by Saraswati Vandana presented by the students.

After the welcome address, the newsletter was 
unveiled as a testament of the college’s accomplish-
ments, academic excellence, innovation and com-
munity engagement, highlighting the notable 
achievements of the students and the staff mem-
bers.In the end, the Principal and the invited guests 
felicitated and awarded the students who have 
displayed exceptional talent and achieved remark-
able victories in various academic, cultural and 
sporting endeavours acknowledging their perse-
verance and dedication.

The vote of thanks was given by Prof. Shaista 
Yasmeen, Department of English.

2 Day Viksit Bharat Youth 
Parliament concludes at 
GDC Udhampur

  HT News Network

UDHAMPUR, MARCH 25: Government Degree 
College Udhampur concluded the District Level 
Viksit Bharat Youth Parliament today.
Viksit Bharat Youth Parliament is a platform for 
young voices to engage in national discussions 
and shape the vision for Viksit Bharat@2047. Govt. 
Degree College Udhampur, acted as the nodal 
institution for five districts including Udhampur, 
Ramban, Reasi, Kathua and Kishtwar. The event 
was organised in the Conference Hall of the Col-
lege.
The inaugural session of the event was hosted by 
Dr. Jasmeet Kour where Principal, Dr. Sanjay Kumar 
Verma welcomed the jury members with a token 
of appreciation.
The panel of distinguished jury members includ-
ed   Angraz Singh( Retd. Assistant Commissioner 
(Development), Prof. B.B Anand (Retd. Principal), 
Prof. Ranjeet Singh Jamwal (Retd. Principal),   
Kushal Gupta(District Youth Officer, NYKS) and 
Jasveer Singh(DDC Councillor). Dr. Gurpreet Kour, 
District Nodal Officer gave a brief about the screen-
ing process and rules of the event. She informed 
that 150 participants out of 310 participants were 
selected by the screening Committee for the 
District Level event.
During the two day event, five sessions were 
conducted that involved 150 participants. Each 
participant was given 3 minutes to speak on the 
topic “One Nation, One Election: Paving the Way 
for Viksit Bharat.”  The proceedings of the session 
were conducted by Dr. Anju Rani, Prof. Sanjeet 
Singh, and Prof. Rajesh Singh Manhas.
The Valedictory Ceremony was hosted by Prof. 
Anoksha Sharma. It involved the felicitation of 
winners and jury members. A total of 10 partici-
pants were selected by the panel of jury members 
to represent Udhampur Nodal District in the State 
level Youth Parliament. The top ten winners of 

Director SWD assesses working of 
department in Reasi District
  HT News Network

REASI, MARCH 25: Director Social 
Welfare Department Jammu Rupesh 
Kumar today visited several offices 
and institutions of the Social Welfare 
Department in Reasi to review the 
execution of welfare initiatives and 
assess their impact on the commu-
nity. The visit aimed to ensure the 
effective implementation of the 
department’s programs and services 
for vulnerable groups in the region.

Upon arrival, the Director was 
warmly welcomed by District Social 
Welfare Officer (DSWO) Sachin Shar-
ma. During the visit to the District 
Social Welfare Office, the Director 
was given an overview of the depart-
ment’s activities. He interacted with 
the office staff, appreciating their 
hard work and dedication. He encour-
aged them to continue their efforts 
and emphasized that no beneficiary 
should be left out of the services and 
benefits offered by the Social Welfare 
Department.

The Director’s tour continued with 

a visit to several key institutions, 
starting with Parisha Girls Home 
where he interacted with the staff 
and ensured that the basic needs of 
the children were being met. He reaf-
firmed the department's commit-
ment to improve the living conditions 
and care for children in institutional 
settings, stressing the importance of 
their well-being and future prospects.

At the Tehsil Social Welfare Office 
Reasi, the Director inspected the 
newly revived Craft Center. He spoke 
with the trainees and encouraged 
the formation of Self-Help Groups 
(SHGs) to improve the marketing and 
sale of their products. He also pro-
posed the establishment of similar 

craft centers in other parts of Reasi 
to cater to the growing demand from 
local communities.

The Director’s visit concluded with 
stops at the Aashiyana Senior Citizens 
Home and the proposed Garima Greh 
(Transgender Home). At Aashiyana, 
the Director engaged with the senior 
residents and directed officials to 
ensure they received all necessary 
amenities and regular medical check-
ups. At the Garima Greh location, he 
interacted with transgender residents 
and instructed the NGO involved to 
ensure their medical checkups and 
the creation of Transgender ID cards. 
Mr. Kumar also reviewed infrastruc-
ture projects under the Pradhan 

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan
700 trained as resource persons to steer 

anti-drug IEC Campaign in Kishtwar
  HT News Network

KISHTWAR, MARCH 25: District Admin-
istration Kishtwar organised a significant 
training session to train 700 individuals 
as resource persons to conduct the Infor-
mation, Education, and Communication 
(IEC) campaign against drugs under the 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan (NMBA).
 The training covered varied aspects of 
the IEC campaign, with a particular focus 
on the role and responsibilities of the 
resource persons in the field. The par-
ticipants were also educated on the pro-
cess of updating information on the NMBA 
application to ensure accurate and real-
time data.
Under the NMBA, over 200 events will 
be conducted across all Panchayats, Rev-
enue villages, and Municipal wards start-

ing from April 2025. These events will be 
held every Monday in each block across 
the district, aiming to raise awareness 
and educate the public on the detrimen-
tal effects of drug abuse.

 The campaign will be a collaborative 
effort with active participation of officers 
from the Police Department, Poshan 
(ICDS) Department, Rural Development 
Department (RDD), Excise and Taxation 

Department, Health Department, Educa-
tion Department, Youth Services & Sports 
Department, JKSRL/NRLM Department.
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Rajesh Kumar 
Shavan was the Chief Guest. He empha-
sized the importance of close coordination 
among all departments and officials. He 
urged everyone to work together to ensure 
the success of these events, which aim to 
curb the growing menace of drug abuse 
in the region.
 Resource Persons from Tehsils and blocks 
like Paddar, Chatroo, Mughal Maidan and 
Dachan were imparted training through 
an online platform to ensure accessibil-
ity and wide participation.
 The event was attended by ACR Idrees 
lone, ASP Pawan Sharma, DSWO Zubair 
Ahmed, TSWO Rajesh Kumar, Dr. Wajid 
ATF besides staff of Social Welfare Depart-
ment.

Over 3.6 lakh students 
appear in BOSE exams in 
J&K, Ladakh
Board thanks SED, Police, DCs

  HT News Network

JAMMU MARCH 25: The JKBOSE has successfully 
conducted the annual examinations for 10th, 11th and 
12th classes, which were spread over 3600 centres across 
the Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh Union territories.

In all, over 3.6 lakh students took the exam at the 
designated centres set up in both soft and hard zones.

The JKBOSE has expressed gratitude to the School 
Education, Police, District Administration and Postal 
Departments for extending their whole-hearted support 
in conducting fair, smooth and transparent examinations 
across all districts of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.

The evaluation process has already started with an 
efficient system   put in place to ensure fair checking of 
the papers in a time bound manner. The BOSE looks 
forward to the compilation and declaration of timely 
results in adherence to set protocol.

In the meantime, the Board is in the process of verify-
ing records of internal assessments from affiliated 
institutions and the concerned school managements 
have been advised to ensure submission of authentic 
records of the students to curb the incidence of commis-
sion of minor mistakes. In the meantime, the Board is in 
the process of verifying records of internal assessments 
from affiliated institutions and the concerned school 
managements have been advised to ensure submission 
of authentic records of the students.

District Police Jammu 
organises Tug of War 

Competition at GHSS Bishnah

  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25: As part of the ongoing Civic Action Pro-
gramme (CAP), the District Police Jammu hosted the final match 
of Tug of War (Girls) competition here in the Government Girls 
Higher Secondary School Bishnah.
 The competition was held between Staff/Students of Govern-
ment Girls Higher Secondary School Bishnah and a team of 
District Police Jammu here in the premises of the host School.
After tough competition, the Women's team of District Police 
Jammu won the match by defeating the team of GHSS Bishnah.
The occasion was graced with the presence of the school Prin-
cipal  Anju Gupta as the Chief Guest.
The match was witnessed by SP Headquarters Jammu Irshad 
Hussain Rather and SHO Bishnah Inspector Sushil Choudhary 
besides locals of the area and members of the media fraternity. 
The winning team was awarded a cash prize and trophy.
Speaking on the occasion SP Headquarters Jammu emphasized 
that J&K Police is committed to engage with youth through 
sports activities as a constructive initiative to steer them away 
from drug abuse & other social evils.
The event received great appreciation from the local commu-
nity, particularly the youth, who hailed the efforts of the police 
in promoting positive and healthy engagements in Bishnah and 
adjacent areas.

DDC Chairman Jammu seeks speedy 
desilting of minor canals, Kuhls

  HT News Network

JAMMU, MARCH 25: Chairman 
District Development Council 
Bharat Bhushan today chaired a 
meeting to review the progress 
of desilting works on minor canals 
and kuhls across the district.
DDC Vice Chairman Suraj Singh 
was also present in the meeting 
held at the district headquarters.
Expressing concern over the slug-
gish pace of the works, the DDC 
Chairman directed the depart-
ments concerned to expedite the 
process and ensure its completion 
within a week. He emphasised 
the need for coordinated efforts 
on the ground and instructed 
teams from the Rural Develop-
ment Department and the Irriga-
tion & Flood Control Department 
to conduct joint inspections. The 
Chairman stressed that on-site 
visits would help identify and 
resolve any issues hindering the 
progress of desilting and cleaning 
operations.The meeting was 

attended by Chief Planning Offi-
cer Uttam Singh; Assistant Com-
missioner Development Dr Vikas 
Sharma and AD Planning Satish 
Sharma. Block Development Offi-
cers and Executive Engineers 
from Irrigation Division I, II and 
Akhnoor, as well as representa-
tives from the Ravi Tawi Irrigation 
Complex and Rural Engineering 
Wing, joined the meeting virtu-
ally.Farmers from different parts 
of the district, including Gajan 
Singh, Tilak Raj, Shamsher Singh 
and Devinder Singh, also par-

ticipated online, sharing their 
concerns and providing feedback 
on the ongoing works.
The meeting was attended by 
Chief Planning Officer Uttam 
Singh; Assistant Commissioner 
Development Dr Vikas Sharma 
and AD Planning Satish Sharma. 
Block Development Officers and 
Executive Engineers from Irriga-
tion Division I, II and Akhnoor, as 
well as representatives from the 
Ravi Tawi Irrigation Complex and 
Rural Engineering Wing, joined 
the meeting virtually.

Renovation works intensified in Kathua Town to ensure Pothole-Free roads
  HT News Network

KATHUA, MARCH 25: In a proactive step 
towards improving road infrastructure, the 
District Administration Kathua has launched 
an extensive drive to repair potholes and 
ensure proper leveling of roads across the 
Municipal limits of Kathua Municipal Coun-
cil. This initiative aims to provide a smooth-
er commuting experience for residents, ease 

vehicular movement and enhance urban 
mobility.The resurfacing work is being carried 
out systematically, with priority given to 
roads in the worst condition.The initiative 
has been taken by Deputy Commissioner   Dr. 
Rakesh Minhas to improve road quality in a 
time-bound manner. He assured that the 
ongoing works would be completed effi-
ciently, ensuring long-term durability of the 
roads. He further emphasized that good road 
infrastructure is essential for public conve-

nience and that the administration is making 
every effort to address road-related griev-
ances at the earliest.

Under this drive, key locations have been 
identified where road conditions require 
urgent attention. High-quality materials are 
being used to ensure that the resurfaced roads 
remain durable and withstand changing 
weather conditions. Special attention is being 
given to ensuring smooth and safe movement 
for both vehicles and pedestrians, reducing 
the inconvenience caused by potholes and 
uneven surfaces. The administration has 
deployed dedicated teams working round 

the clock to complete the project swiftly while 
maintaining the highest construction stan-
dards.

The District Administration Kathua urges 
residents to cooperate during the execution 
of this important work. Efforts are being made 
to minimize disruptions while ensuring 
timely completion of the resurfacing drive. 
This initiative is part of the administration’s 
broader vision of strengthening civic infra-
structure and improving public welfare. 



RS Chairman calls meeting of 
floor leaders on alleged cash 
recovery at judge’s residence
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, MAR 25

Rajya Sabha Chairman 
Jagdeep Dhankhar has 
convened a meeting with 
floor leaders on Tuesday 
at 4:30 PM to discuss the 
matter concerning the 
alleged recovery of a huge 
amount of cash at the resi-
dence of Delhi High Court 
Judge Yashwant Verma.

As soon as the House 
convened for the day, 
Dhankhar shared this 
information. He stated 
that he would meet with 
the Leader of the House, 
JP Nadda, and the Leader 
of the Opposition, Mal-
likarjun Kharge, again at 
4:30 PM today.

Earlier, he told the 
House that a notice has 
been received under Rule 
267 demanding discussion 
on this issue but has not 
being accepted. He how-
ever, said that members 
can raise this issue during 
the Zero Hour.

In response, Congress 
member Pramod Tiwari 
emphasized the gravity 
of the issue, stating that it 
should be discussed. The 
Chairman remarked that 
the matter extends beyond 

judicial mismanagement, 
as it is connected to the 
sovereignty, supremacy, 
and significance of Parlia-
ment.

He said, "Hon'ble Mem-
bers, this House, keeping 
dignity in mind, demon-
strating dignified conduct, 
unanimously created a 
legal system in 2015, and 
that constitutional struc-
ture that emanated unani-
mously with one absten-
tion from the Parliament 
endorsed by state legisla-
tures should be rule of law 
because it was sanctified 
by the Hon'ble President 
by appending her signa-
tures under Article 111. 
Now is the befitting occa-
sion for all of us to reiter-
ate that because that was 

a visionary step endorsed 
by Parliament. And imag-
ine if that had taken place, 
things would have been 
different”.

He said, “Now, before 
the nation, there are two 
situations, one, what ema-
nated from the Indian Par-
liament, duly endorsed by 
State Legislatures, sancti-
fied by the Hon’ble Presi-
dent by appending signa-
tures under Article 111, 
and second, is a judicial 
order”.

D h a n k h a r  s a i d , 
“Hon'ble Members, I had 
the benefit yesterday of 
the wise counsel, experi-
enced counsel of Leader 
of the House and Leader 
of the Opposition who 
were gracious enough to 

respond to my invitation 
for an interaction on this 
very critical issue that 
is agitating minds in all 
branches of governance”.

“I have scheduled 
a meeting after seek-
ing convenience at 4.30 
p.m. today with the floor 
leaders as suggested by 
Leader of the Opposition 
and agreed to by Leader of 
the House and timing has 
also been indicated to the 
concerned,” the Chairman 
said.

He further added, “I do 
not wish to be judgmental 
on any issue but one thing 
which has found wide-
spread acceptability in the 
country is that the entire 
material available with the 
Supreme Court has been 
shared with the people 
at large and constitution 
of a committee with that 
speed I'm sure things will 
be available to us”.

Kharge then praised 
the Chairman for his deep 
knowledge of the Consti-
tution. He also said that 
transparency in the House 
is important, and said he is 
looking forward to a dis-
cussion with the leaders 
of the House at 4.30 pm 
today.

India may offer tariff 
cuts on US imports

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, MAR 25

India appears willing to 
cut tariffs on more than 
half of US imports worth 
23 billion dollars to avoid 
heavy tariff duty on the 
Indian exports. Represen-
tatives of the two countries 
are expected to finalize a 
trade deal during their 
extensive talks here.

Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman has already 
reduced custom duty on 
American breweries and 
motorcycles while pre-
senting annul budget.

This would be one of 
the biggest tariff cuts being 
taken by the Indian gov-
ernment to avoid recipro-
cal tariffs that could hurt 
Indian exports.

The government is 
trying to reduce the 
impact of US President 
Donald Trump's global 
reciprocal tariffs, which 
are set to take effect from 
April 2. The new tariff 
regime imposed by the 
Trump administration has 
disrupted international 
markets and created con-
cerns among many coun-
tries, including America ‘s 

Western allies.
According to reports, 

the new US tariffs could 
impact 87% of Indian 
exports to the US, which 
are worth around $66 bil-
lion

The proposal for reduc-
ing tariff on the U S goods 
is still under discussion, 
and Indian government 
has not made a final deci-
sion. Other options being 
explored include adjusting 
tariffs for specific sectors 
instead of a broad tariff 
cut and negotiating reduc-
tions for selected products 
rather than reducing tariffs 
across multiple industries.

A US delegation, led by 
Brendan Lynch, Assistant 
US Trade Representative 
for South and Central 
Asia, is scheduled to visit 
India for trade talks which 
began today.

Tuesday.  Dur ing 
Prime Minister Modi's 
visit to Washington in 
February,the two coun-
tries agreed to start early 
trade deal talks to resolve 
their tariff disputes. How-
ever, India’s willingness to 
reduce tariffs depends on 
whether the US agrees to 
ease reciprocal tariffs.

Delhi CM announces Rs 300 crores 
budget for mitigating pollution
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, MAR 25

The Delhi Government on Tuesday allocated Rs 
300 crores for controlling pollution in metropoli-
tan city which has become major health hazard.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta presented one 
lakh crore budget for the year 2025-26 and also 
announced 500 crores for environment and forest 
department. Delhi has become most polluted city 
in the world, and it has caused health issues to 
children and elderly citizens.

Stubble burning, construction dust, and vehicle 
emissions cause serious pollution problems. It is 
because of that the BJP government is focusing on 
controlling pollution.

Water and air pollution need major attention to 
provide people better air quality as well as clean 
drinking water.

INDIA bloc student wing 
protests at Jantar Mantar
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, MAR 25

Student organizations affiliated with INDIA bloc 
parties staged a protest against the New Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020, paper leaks, the UGC draft 
rules and growing privatization of education at 
Jantar Mantar here on Monday.

The protest was led by Congress-led student 
wing, National Students’ Union of India (NSUI)-
led INDIA.

During the demonstration, the members of the 
several student organisations shouted slogans 
while holding aloft placards, against the ruling 
dispensation. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi and several other MPs from the 
Opposition parties also participated in the protest.

Addressing the students, Gandhi warned against 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) control over 
education and urged them to fight for academic 
freedom.

“The BJP-RSS want to control education to 
suppress independent thinking. Students must 
resist their agenda, unite and take this movement 
nationwide. This is a fight for India’s future,” he 
said.

No database of Bihar Rajya 
Fasal Sahayata Yojana: CAG
AGENCIES
PATNA, MAR 25

The Cooperative Department did not have any 
database of potential beneficiaries required for 
planning, monitoring, and ensuring satisfactory 
coverage under the Bihar Rajya Fasal Sahayata 
Yojana, according to a report of the Comptroller 
and Auditor General (CAG) of India.

The Deputy Chief Minister, Samrat Choudhary, 
tabled the CAG report (Performance and Compli-
ance Audit- Civil) of the Bihar government for the 
year ended 31 March 2022 in the state assembly on 
Tuesday. The report revealed that out of 50,91,243 
verified applications, 52 percent of applications 
(26,30,462 applications) were rejected, due to 
issues relating to Land Possession Certificates 
(LPCs), self-declarations, absence during verifica-
tion, and others.

The report said that against the overall financial 
assistance of Rs 1,424.59 crore related to 24,08,275 
transactions, benefits amounting to Rs 867.36 
crore, relating to 15,27,419 transactions had been 
paid with delays ranging up to 21 months.

Due to non-linking of Aadhaar with the farmers’ 
bank accounts, closure of accounts etc., transac-
tions amounting to Rs 51.11 crore had failed, across 
different crop seasons during 2018-21.

According to the report, neither meetings of 
the State Level Coordination Committee (SLCC) 
nor District Level Coordination Committee (DLCC) 
were held timely nor was the impact of the Scheme 
evaluated.

Bengal has always 
believed in building bridges, 
not walls: Mamata
AGENCIES
KOLKATA, MAR 25

Bengal has always believed in building bridges, 
not walls, said West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee.

Attending a high tea reception at India House 
in London, hosted by Vikram Kumar Doraiswami, 
High Commissioner of India to the United Kingdom, 
Banerjee said, "Bengal has always believed in build-
ing bridges, not walls. As we continue to expand our 
global footprint, we look forward to fostering stron-
ger ties with our partners in the UK and beyond."

"Today, I was honoured to attend a high tea recep-
tion at India House, hosted by Shri Vikram Kumar 
Doraiswami, High Commissioner of India to the 
United Kingdom. The event brought together the 
official and business delegation from Bengal along-
side eminent leaders from the industry, cultural, 
and social sectors in the UK, all united by a shared 
vision for deeper collaboration," Banerjee added.

"Our discussions centred on strengthening eco-
nomic partnerships, enhancing people-to-people 
ties, and exploring new avenues of cooperation that 
benefit both Bengal and Britain. By harnessing our 
collective potential, we aim to create opportunities 
that are mutually enriching and future-ready," she 
stated.

Boeing seeks to withdraw guilty plea 
agreement over 737 MAX crashes
AGENCIES
SAN FRANCISCO, MAR 25

Boeing is seeking to with-
draw an agreement to 
plead guilty to a criminal 
fraud charge related to 
two fatal 737 MAX crash-
es, The Wall Street Jour-
nal reported on Monday, 
citing sources familiar with 
the matter.

The company is report-
edly seeking more lenient 
treatment from the U.S. 
Department of Justice 
(DOJ)

The crashes, which 
occurred in 2018 and 2019, 
claimed 346 lives. The DOJ 
accused Boeing of deliber-
ately misleading regulators 
about the Maneuvering 
Characteristics Augmen-
tation System, which had 
a critical flaw that contrib-
uted to both accidents.

In 2021, Boeing and the 
DOJ entered into a deferred 
prosecution agreement, 

allowing the company to 
avoid a criminal conviction 
if it complied with certain 
conditions for three years. 
However, just days before 
the agreement was set to 
expire, a newly delivered 
737 MAX plane operated 
by Alaska Airlines suffered 
an inflight panel detach-
ment, raising renewed 
concerns over Boeing's 
quality control and manu-
facturing practices.

In May 2024, the DOJ 
determined that Boeing 
had violated the terms of 

the agreement, leading 
to a plea deal reached in 
July. The proposed deal 
required Boeing to pay 
a fine of 244 million U.S. 
dollars, invest 455 million 
dollars in compliance and 
safety improvements, and 
accept the oversight of 
an independent monitor. 
However, in December 
2024, U.S. District Judge 
Reed O'Connor rejected 
the plea agreement.

Judge O'Connor has set 
an April 11 deadline for 
Boeing and the DOJ to 

provide an update on how 
they plan to proceed. The 
Wall Street Journal report-
ed that Boeing is now 
preparing to withdraw its 
guilty plea agreement and 
aims to avoid the appoint-
ment of an independent 
monitor.

Families of the crash 
victims have criticized the 
plea deal, arguing that it 
is too lenient and gives 
Boeing too much influ-
ence in selecting the inde-
pendent monitor. Mark 
Lindquist, an attorney 
representing some victims' 
families, said Boeing had 
already received favorable 
treatment under the 2021 
agreement. "They violated 
that agreement. Now they 
want an even sweeter 
deal," he further said.

The court docket 
doesn't include any formal 
notice from Boeing or the 
DOJ to withdraw the agree-
ment yet.

Musk calls acts of vandalism 
against Tesla 'terrorism'
AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, MAR 25

US billionaire and tech 
entrepreneur Elon Musk 
has called the acts of van-
dalism against his electric 
car maker Tesla "terror-
ism."

"There is no doubt that 
shooting bullets into Tesla 
stores and burning down 
Superchargers are acts of 
terrorism," Musk said on 
X.

On Monday, US media 
reported, citing police, 
that several "incendiary" 
devices were found at a 
Tesla dealership in the 
city of Austin in Texas. The 
devices were reportedly 
safely removed by police 
without any incident.

In recent weeks, mul-
tiple Tesla vehicles have 
been targeted in at least 

13 states across the United 
States, according to media 
reports.

Last week, Attorney 
General Pamela Bondi 
described the attacks as 
nothing less than domes-
tic terrorism, highlighting 
that the Justice Depart-
ment has already filed 
charges against several 
individuals, who could 
face prison sentences of up 
to five years. On Friday, US 
President Donald Trump 
suggested sending individ-
uals responsible for acts 
of vandalism against Tesla 
vehicles and dealerships to 
prisons in El Salvador.

Asia a potential global leader in 
emerging green technologies: report
AGENCIES
BOAO, HAINAN, MAR 25

Asia is rapidly advanc-
ing in emerging green 
technologies, position-
ing itself as a potential 
leader in advanced bat-
tery materials, biode-
gradable plastics, among 
others, boosted by strong 
industrial capabilities and 
policy support, according 
to a report by the Boao 
Forum for Asia released 
on Tuesday.

Titled "Sustainable 
Development: Asia and 
the World Annual Report 
2025 -- Addressing Cli-
mate Change: Asia Going 
Green," the report high-
lights the region's progress 
in renewable energy.

The report notes that 
China now sources 85 

percent of its new energy 
capacity from renewables, 
while Indonesia and Singa-
pore are leading efforts in 
carbon capture and stor-
age, per the report.

China, Japan and the 
Republic of Korea domi-
nate the global supply 
chain for lithium battery 
technology, a crucial 
driver of transport electri-
fication, the report high-

lights.
Meanwhile, China is 

at the forefront of Asia's 
expanding green hydro-
gen industry, with the 
region accounting for 
nearly 70 percent of the 
world's hydrogen electro-
lyzer capacity.

Asia's largest emitters, 
including China, India, 
Indonesia, Japan and 
Saudi Arabia, have set 

ambitious climate targets, 
according to the report.

For instance, most of 
ASEAN economies have 
developed comprehensive 
national climate action 
strategies and action plans 
to implement their Nation-
ally Determined Contribu-
tions and National Adapta-
tion Plans.

Despite significant prog-
ress, the report points out 
that while some coun-
tries have demonstrated 
a strong commitment to 
sustainability, others still 
have a long way to go.

Asia's role in mitigating 
climate change is critical 
as it is home to over half 
of the world's population, 
generates about half of the 
global GDP and accounts 
for more than half of 
global CO2 emissions.

Asia's GDP expected to 
grow 4.5 pct in 2025: report

AGENCIES
BOAO, HAINAN, MAR 25

The weighted real GDP 
growth rate of Asia is pro-
jected to reach 4.5 per-
cent in 2025, an increase 
from 4.4 percent in 2024, 
according to a report 
released by the Boao 
Forum for Asia Tuesday.

"Despite increasing 
global economic uncer-
tainty, Asia has remained 
as a key growth engine for 
the world economy," said 
the report titled Asian Eco-

nomic Outlook and Inte-
gration Progress.

At purchasing power 
parity, the ratio of Asia's 
GDP among the global 
total is expected to rise 
from 48.1 percent in 2024 
to 48.6 percent in 2025, 
the report said. The over-
all situation of employ-
ment and income is turn-
ing upwards in Asia, with 
its unemployment rate 
projected at 4.39 percent 
in 2025, lower than the 
global rate of 4.96 percent, 
according to the report.
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Dr Tasaduk launches patient 
guidance cum education initiative

Tuberculosis: Causes, Symptoms, Prevention & Treatment

High-resolution ultrasound to 
diagnose prostate cancer faster: Study

Residual cancer linked to worse 
long-term outcomes: Scientists

Nanotechnology breakthrough may boost 
treatment for aggressive breast cancer: Study

Ka s h m i r - b a s e d 
medico cum noted 
health columnist 

Dr Tasaduk Hussain Itoo 
on Saturday launched an 
online patient guidance 
cum education health 
initiative. The initiative 
will focus on to educate 
the public about common 
health issues and to listen 
queries from patients and 
guide and educate them to 
ensure proper prevention 
and treatment of their con-
ditions.

Issuing a press state-
ment today, Dr Tasaduk 
said that the emerging 
trends of lifestyle diseases 
are concerning that needs 
e� ective redressal at pri-
mary care level by impart-
ing proper guidance, 
awareness and health 
education among public.

Pertinently, Dr Itoo is a 
Fellow of the International 
Diabetes Federation(IDF 
Fellow, Belgium) and fur-
ther a�  liated with presti-
gious organizations includ-
ing, American College of 

Physicians(USA), Research 
Society for the Study of 

Diabetes in India(RSSDI), 
Royal College of Physi-

cians of Edinburgh and 
London.

DR. TASADUK HUSSAIN ITOO
FELLOW, INTERNATIONAL DIABETES 
FEDERATION(BELGIUM)
drtasadukitoo@gmail.com

Tuberculosis is an infec-
tious disease caused by 
a type of bacteria called 

Mycobacterium Tuberculosis. 
The disease usually affects 
lungs and spreads through 
the air, when infected people 
cough, sneeze or spit. TB dis-
ease is usually treated with 
antibiotics and can be fatal 
without treatment.

As per World Health 
Organisation(WHO), about a 
quarter of the global popula-
tion is estimated to have been 
infected with TB bacteria. 
About 5–10% of people infect-
ed with TB will eventually get 
symptoms and develop TB dis-

ease. It is one of the leading 
killer diseases that led to 1.3 
million deaths in 2022. 

TB bacteria is also capable 
to attack other parts of the 
body like kidney, intestines, 
spine, or brain. However, 
many people who have latent 
TB infection never develop 
TB disease. As per Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention(CDC), those at high 
risk for developing TB disease 
include: people with HIV 
infection; people who became 
infected with TB bacteria in 
the last 2 years; babies and 
young children; people who 
inject illegal drugs; people 
who have comorbidities that 
weaken the immune system; 
elderly people; and people 
who were not treated correctly 
for TB in the past.

Regarding the symptomatol-
ogy of TB, when tuberculosis 
(TB) germs survive and multi-
ply in the lungs, it is called a TB 
infection -- that may be in one 
of three stages:

Primary TB infection -- the 
� rst stage is called the primary 
infection. Immune system cells 
� nd and capture the germs. 
The immune system may 

completely destroy the germs. 
But some captured germs may 
still survive and multiply. Most 
people don't have symptoms 
during a primary infection. 
Some people may get � u-like 
symptoms, such as low grade 
fever, tiredness, cough.

Latent TB infection -- prima-
ry infection is usually followed 

by the stage called latent TB 
infection. Immune system cells 
build a wall around lung tissue 
with TB germs. The germs can 
not do any more harm if the 
immune system keeps them 
under control, but the germs 
survive. Usually there are no 
symptoms during latent TB 
infection.

Active TB disease -- this stage 
happens when the immune 
system can not control an 
infection. Germs cause dis-
ease throughout the lungs or 
other parts of the body. Active 
TB disease may happen right 
after primary infection. But it 
usually happens after months 
or years of latent TB infection. 

Symptoms of active TB dis-
ease in the lungs usually begin 
gradually and worsen over a 
few weeks. They may include 
-- cough; coughing up blood 
or mucus; chest pain; pain 
with breathing or coughing; 
fever with chills; night sweats; 
weight loss; not wanting to eat; 
tiredness; not feeling well in 
general.

World Tuberculosis (TB) 
Day, as proposed by Interna-
tional Union Against Tuber-
culosis and Lung Disease 
(IUATLD) --is observed annu-
ally on 24th March since 1983 
-- to raise awareness about 
the disease, increase e� orts 
to eradicate the disease, and 
mobilise support for those 
affected by TB. The WTB 
Day 2024, continues with the 
theme “Yes! We can end TB" 
with an aim to eradicate the 
deadliest disease.

TB disease is preventable 
and can be treated with a 
combination of antibacterial 
medications, the anti-tuber-
cular drugs for a speci� c time 
period of six to twelve months. 
Moreover, it is important for 
infected people to practice 
good hygiene when coughing/

sneezing, avoiding contact 
with other people and wearing 
a mask, covering one's mouth 
and nose when coughing or 
sneezing.

As per WHO, it is crucial to 
prevent TB infections through 
guidance and implementa-
tion of infection prevention 
and control measures. These 
measures are critical in situ-
ations where the risk of TB 
transmission is high, such as 
health-care facilities, congre-
gate settings and TB-a� ected 
households.

Moreover, WHO also pro-
motes preventive action 
through early screening and 
treatment for active TB, by 
addressing co-morbidities and 
health risks as well as social 
determinants of the disease, 
and by promoting access to 
universal health care.

Additionally, WHO advises 
and guides the TB vaccine 
development activities of the 
global research community 
through scienti� c consensus-
building, guidance on vaccine 
evaluation, and assessment of 
the evidence base for policy 
recommendations.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

An international clini-
cal trial showed on 
Sunday that biop-

sies guided by high reso-
lution ultrasound are as 
e� ective as those using 
MRI in diagnosing prostate 
cancer.

The technology, called 
micro-ultrasound, is 
cheaper and easier to use 
than MRI.

“It could signi� cantly 
speed up diagnosis, reduce 
the need for multiple hos-
pital visits and free up 
MRI for other uses,” said 
researchers. The results of 
the trial were presented at 
the European Association 
of Urology Congress in 
Madrid and published in 
the journal JAMA.

This is the first ran-
domised trial to com-
pare micro-ultrasound 
(microUS) guided biopsy 
with MRI-guided biopsy 
for prostate cancer. It 
involves 677 men who 
underwent biopsy at 19 
hospitals across Canada, 

the USA and Europe.
Of these, half under-

went MRI-guided biopsy, 
a third received microUS-
guided biopsy followed by 
MRI-guided biopsy and 
the remainder received 
microUS-guided biopsy 
alone.

MicroUS was able to 
identify prostate cancer as 
e� ectively as MRI-guided 
biopsy, with very similar 
rates of detection across 
all three arms of the trial.

There was little di� er-

ence even in the group 
who received both types of 
biopsies, with the microUS 
detecting the majority of 
significant cancers, the 
authors noted.

MRI-guided biopsy 
requires a two-step pro-
cess (the MRI scan, fol-
lowed by the ultrasound-
guided biopsy), requiring 
multiple hospital visits 
and specialist radiological 
expertise to interpret the 
MRI images and fuse them 
onto the ultrasound.

Micro-ultrasound has 
higher frequency than 
conventional ultrasound, 
resulting in three times 
greater resolution images 
that can capture similar 
detail to MRI scans for tar-
geted biopsies.

Clinicians such as urolo-
gists and oncologists can 
be easily trained to use the 
technique and interpret 
the images, especially if 
they have experience in 
conventional ultrasound.

Laurence Klotz, Pro-
fessor of Surgery at the 
University of Toronto’s 
Temerty Faculty of Medi-
cine, said that microUS 
can give as good a diagnos-
tic accuracy as MRI and 
that is also game changing.

"It means you can o� er 
a one stop shop, where 
patients are scanned, then 
biopsied immediately if 
required. There’s no tox-
icity. There are no exclu-
sions. It’s much cheaper 
and more accessible. And 
it frees up MRIs for hips 
and knees and all the other 
things they’re needed for,” 
he noted.

AGENCIES
NEW YORK

Radiotherapy may 
leave behind micro-
scopic cancer even 

when scan images suggest 
the tumour is gone, and 
this “residual disease” 
is more common than 
expected and is linked 
to worse long-term out-
comes, researchers have 
warned.

Dr Muzamil Arshad 
from the University of Chi-
cago Medical Center and 
colleagues highlighted this 
growing concern in cancer 
care, in a new editorial 
published in Oncotarget 
journal.

Their perspective calls 
for a rethinking of how 
treatment success is 
judged and how cancer is 
followed up after therapy.

Radiotherapy, espe-
cially a form known as 
stereotactic ablative radio-
therapy (SABR), is widely 
used to treat cancers in the 
lung, liver, prostate, and 

other organs.
SABR delivers high-dose 

radiation with outstanding 
precision and often shows 
excellent results on scans.

However, the authors 
highlighted that relying 
only on imaging may not 
provide a complete pic-
ture.

Months or even years 
later, follow-up biopsies 
frequently reveal cancer 
cells that scan imaging 

tests were unable to iden-
tify.

“Residual cancer is 
identi� ed on histology in 
40 per cent of lung, 57–69 
per cent of renal cell, 
7.7–47.6 per cent of pros-
tate and 0–86.7 per cent 
of hepatocellular carcino-
ma,” said authors.

This gap between what 
scans show and what 
tissue analysis � nds can 
have serious consequenc-

es.
Studies across several 

cancer types have shown 
that patients with residual 
disease — even if small — 
are more likely to experi-
ence cancer recurrence 
and shorter survival.

This pattern holds true 
for rectal, cervical, pros-
tate, and liver cancers, 
among others. In some 
cases, not destroying the 
tumour completely may 
allow it to spread to dis-
tant organs.

The authors pointed out 
that a complete response 
on scan imaging does not 
necessarily indicate the 
complete disappearance 
of the tumour.

The editorial encour-
aged the cancer care com-
munity to look beyond 
the scan images. Resid-
ual cancer may remain 
even when imaging looks 
clear, and recognising this 
hidden threat is key to 
improving long-term out-
comes.

AGENCIES
SYDNEY

Researchers in Aus-
tralia are develop-
ing next-generation 

nanoparticles to super-
charge current treatments 
for triple-negative breast 
cancer (TNBC) -- one of 
the most aggressive and 
deadly forms of the dis-
ease.

The researchers are 
designing innovative iron-
based nanoparticles, or 
"nano-adjuvants," small 
enough to � t thousands 
on a single strand of hair, 
to strengthen the body's 
immune response against 
TNBC, according to the 
University of Queensland's 
Australian Institute for 
Bioengineering and Nan-
otechnology (AIBN) on 
Monday, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Unlike other breast 
cancers, TNBC lacks the 
proteins targeted by some 
of the conventional treat-
ments used against other 
cancers, making e� ective 
therapy a signi� cant chal-

lenge, according to Prof. 
Yu Chengzhong from the 
AIBN.

"Despite the promise of 
immunotherapy, its e� ec-
tiveness against triple-
negative breast cancer is 
extremely limited, which 
is leaving too many women 
without options -- and 
that's what our research is 

trying to change," Yu said.
The nanoparticles are 

designed to enhance the 
activity of T-cells, the 
white blood cells used 
by the immune system 
to fight disease, within 
the tumour microenvi-
ronment, improving the 
immune system's ability 
to recognise and attack 

cancer cells, according to 
Yu.

Supported by a 3 mil-
lion Australian dollar 
($1.89 million) Nation-
al Health and Medical 
Research Council grant, 
the � ve-year research proj-
ect aims to bridge a critical 
treatment gap, and could 
pave the way for clinical 
applications, not only for 
TNBC but also for other 
hard-to-treat cancers like 
ovarian cancer.

With over two decades 
of experience in nano-
technology and nano-
medicine, Yu hopes this 
breakthrough will trans-
form cancer treatment by 
making immunotherapy 
more e� ective for patients 
with aggressive solid 
tumours.

"This research will push 
the boundaries of science 
to � nd innovative treat-
ments that change the way 
we � ght this cancer, o� er-
ing hope for women facing 
devastating outcomes," 
said AIBN Director Alan 
Rowan.
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RR face tough test against KKR 
after record bowling collapse

Klusener calls for youngsters to 
step up amid injury woes

AGENCIES
GUWAHATI, MAR 25 (UNI)

Rajasthan Royals will be 
under immense pressure 
to revive their campaign 
as they take on Kolkata 
Knight Riders in a cru-
cial sixth Indian Premier 
League (IPL) encounter at 
the Barsapara Cricket Sta-
dium here on Wednesday.

Rajasthan suffered a 
crushing defeat in their 
opening match against 
Hyderabad, conceding a 
staggering 286 runs, the 
second-highest total in 
IPL history. Their bowling 
attack, led by Jofra Archer 
and Maheesh Theeksha-
na, looked out of depth, 
raising serious concerns 
ahead of their clash with 
KKR.

The team will need an 
improved performance to 
stand a chance against a 

side boasting one of the 
strongest spin attacks in 
the tournament.

Kolkata Knight Riders, 
led by Ajinkya Rahane, 
also started their cam-
paign with a loss to Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru. 
However, they enter this 
contest with a significant 
advantage, thanks to their 
spin duo of Sunil Narine 
and Varun Chakaravarthy. 
The Guwahati pitch has 
traditionally offered assis-

tance to quality spinners, 
which could work in KKR’s 
favour.

With both teams yet to 
open their account in this 
IPL season, the pressure 
is mounting. The outcome 
of this match could set the 
tone for the rest of the 
season for them.

RR will look to captain 
Sanju Samson for a solid 
start, especially after his 
strong performance in the 
last game. Yashasvi Jaiswal 

and Dhruv Jurel will be key 
contributors with the bat, 
while Riyan Parag will be 
under scrutiny after failing 
to deliver in the previous 
match.

For KKR, opener Quin-
ton de Kock will aim to 
provide an explosive 
start, with Ajinkya Rahane 
anchoring the innings. 
The middle order, com-
prising Venkatesh Iyer, 
Rinku Singh, and Andre 
Russell, will need to fire 
after their underwhelm-
ing performance in the 
last match.

The toss could play a 
decisive role in the con-
test, with teams prefer-
ring to chase at this venue. 
Given the batting-friendly 
conditions, a high-scoring 
encounter is expected, 
with bowlers needing to 
be at their best to contain 
the opposition.

AGENCIES
VISAKHAPATNAM, MAR 25 (UNI)

Despite the disappointment 
of a tough loss, LSG Assis-
tant Coach Lance Klusener 
remains optimistic. The 
seasoned coach is not one 
to dwell on excuses, but as 
he dissected his team's per-
formance, one point stood 
out, the need for young 
players to step up in an 
injury-ridden squad.

"We don’t have a lot of 
reserves with the ball at 
the moment," Klusener 
admitted, acknowledging 
the struggles of his bowling 
attack in a post-match press 
conference here on late 
Monday night. "We have 
to mix and match until we 
get players back, but that’s 
an opportunity for young-

sters."
One such bright spot 

was Shardul Thakur, who 
struck twice in the first 
over, repaying the faith 
shown in him. "He has 
spent time with us, got an 
opportunity in this year’s 
IPL, and he gave us a great 
start," Klusener said, hint-
ing at the potential brewing 
in the squad despite their 

struggles.
Looking ahead, Klusener 

was keen to turn the page 
quickly, especially with 
just three days before their 
next match. His focus is 
now on keeping the young-
sters mentally strong. "It’s 
important to keep them 
positive and believing in 
their ability. The opposition 
is allowed to play well too, 

and some nights they will," 
he said, urging his team to 
stay fresh and back them-
selves in the coming games.

Despite the setback, 
Klusener found a silver 
lining in his experience 
of playing in a new city. 
Having traveled extensively 
across India for nearly 30 
years, he was struck by the 
vibrant atmosphere. "The 
spectators were fantas-
tic, the sound system was 
great, it reminded me of 
Durban," he said, visibly 
impressed. "It’s beautiful, 
and I’ll be back."

With Hyderabad on the 
horizon, Klusener’s mes-
sage was clear, score more 
runs, stand tall under 
pressure, and trust in the 
youngsters who will shape 
the team’s future.

Myanmar earns four medals at 
Sepak Takraw World Cup
AGENCIES
YANGON, MAR 25 (UNI)

Myanmar secured one gold, 
two silvers and one bronze 
medal at the 2025 ISTAF 
Sepak Takraw World Cup, 
according to the Myanmar 
Sepak Takraw Federation.

Myanmar participated 
in five events, claiming 
one gold in the women's 
double event, two silvers in 
the men's double event and 
mixed quadrant event, and 

one bronze in the men's 
quadrant event, Min 
Min Htike, executive 
of the federation told 
Xinhua on Tuesday.

The competition, 
which took place in 
India's Bihar state from 
March 20 to 25, was a 
valuable learning expe-
rience for Myanmar's 
preparations ahead of 
the 33rd SEA Games in 
December in Bangkok, 
he added.

Ashutosh learning batting secrets from Pietersen
AGENCIES
VISAKHAPATNAM, MAR 25 (UNI)

Young cricketer Ashutosh 
Sharma has credited Eng-
land legend Kevin Pieters-
en for guiding him in the 
dressing room, saying he 
frequently discusses bat-
ting techniques and expe-
riences with the former 
great.

Speaking to reporters 
in post-match press con-
ference on late Monday 
night, Ashutosh expressed 
his admiration for Pieters-
en’s presence in the team’s 
camp. "It is great for us to 
have a legend like him. 
We get the opportunity to 

share the dressing room 
with him, and I always talk 
to him about batting and 
his experiences from his 
playing days," he said.

In a sensational dis-
play of batting prowess, 
Ashutosh led the Delhi 
Capitals (DC) to a nail-
biting one-wicket victory 
over the Lucknow Super 
Giants (LSG) in their open-
ing match of IPL 2025. His 
unbeaten 66 off 31 balls, 
including a match-winning 
six, earned him the Player 
of the Match award.

Chasing a formidable 
target of 210, Delhi found 
themselves in deep trou-
ble at 65 for 5. However, 

Ashutosh, coming in as an 
impact substitute, show-
cased remarkable compo-
sure and aggression. Ini-
tially scoring 20 runs off 20 
balls, he accelerated dra-
matically, adding 46 runs 
in the next 11 deliveries. His 
innings featured a series of 
powerful strokes that left 
the opposition stunned.

Replying to a query, 
Ashutosh said, "Having 
played this year, I under-
stand how the wicket 
behaves in different 
innings. I know how the sit-
uation evolves, and Vizag 
has been good for me," he 
explained.

Ashutosh also reflected 

on his overall improve-
ment this season, stating 
that he has made conscious 
efforts to correct past 
mistakes. "I have applied 
myself better this season 
and implemented what I 
learned in domestic crick-
et. I am ensuring that I do 
not repeat my errors from 
last year," he said.

Thanking supporters for 
their encouragement, he 
added, "I just want to thank 
the fans for their support." 
With Pietersen’s mentor-
ship and his own domes-
tic experience, the young 
cricketer is confident of 
making a stronger impact 
this season.

Uncapped NZ duo earn call-ups in 
Latham-led squad for Pak ODIs
AGENCIES
DUBAI, MAR 25 (UNI)

Having gained an unas-
sailable lead in the ongo-
ing five-T20I series against 
Pakistan, the hosts New 
Zealand have named their 
squad for the upcoming 
ODIs.

Tom Latham will take 
over as skipper in the 
upcoming three-match 
ODI series against Paki-
stan, with white-ball skip-
per Mitchell Santner miss-
ing out, according to an 
ICC media release.

While eight of the 13 
players named in the 
squad featured in New 
Zealand’s ICC Men's Cham-
pions Trophy 2025 squad, 
multiple fresh faces also 
earned call-ups for the 
home side.

Top-order batter Nick 
Kelly and left-arm pacer 
Muhammad Abbas, both of 
whom play for Wellington 
Firebirds in New Zealand’s 
first-class circuit, have 
earned their maiden call-
ups to the national side.

Rachin Ravindra, Devon 
Conway, Glenn Phillips 
and Santner all missed 
out, given their IPL com-
mitments, while veteran 
Kane Williamson was 
unavailable for selection.

Will Young, who forged 
a century in the opening 
game of the Champions 
Trophy against Pakistan, 
will join Kelly at the top 
of the order while Daryl 
Mitchell, Michael Brace-

well and Nathan Smith will 
form the middle order.

In the bowling depart-
ment, Will O’Rourke, Jacob 
Duffy, Nathan Smith and 
Ben Sears will feature in 
a four-prong pace attack 
with both Matt Henry and 
Kyle Jamieson missing out.

Henry is undergoing 
rehabilitation from a right 
shoulder injury, which led 
to him missing out on fea-
turing in the Champions 
Trophy Final earlier this 
month.

Jamieson, meanwhile, 
has been rested with the 
selectors managing his 
workload.

In the spin department, 
all-rounder Bracewell will 
be joined by 22-year-old 
Auckland Aces leg spin-

ner Adi Ashok, who has 
received his second call-up 
to the ODI squad, having 
made his debut against 
Bangladesh in 2023.

New Zealand will play 
the first ODI against Paki-
stan on Saturday, 29 March 
in Napier.

New Zealand squad: 
Tom Latham (c), Muham-
mad Abbas, Adi Ashok, 
Michael Bracewell, Mark 
Chapman, Jacob Duffy, 
Mitch Hay, Nick Kelly, Daryl 
Mitchell, Will O’Rourke, 
Ben Sears, Nathan Smith, 
Will Young

Series schedule: 1st ODI: 
March 29, McLean Park, 
Napier, 2nd ODI: April 02, 
McLean Park, Napier, 3rd 
ODI: April 05, Bay Oval, 
Mount Maunganui

Australia's 
Brown to miss 
final T20I 
against NZ
AGENCIES
WELLINGTON, MAR 25 (UNI)

Australia have suffered a 
minor setback with in-form 
pacer Darcie Brown set to 
miss the final match of their 
T20I series against New Zea-
land due to family reasons.

Brown, who played a cru-
cial role in Australia's victory 
in the second match of the 
series at Mount Maunganui 
by claiming two wickets, has 
flown home ahead of the 
third and final game sched-
uled to be played in Wel-
lington on Wednesday. The 
visitors have already sealed 
the series with an unassail-
able 2-0 lead.

Her absence could pave 
the way for experienced 
pacer Megan Schutt to 
return to the playing XI, 
having been rested during 
the second T20I. Additional-
ly, all-rounder Charli Knott, 
who was drafted into the 
squad ahead of the second 
game following Ashleigh 
Gardner’s injury, could be 
in contention for her inter-
national debut.

Knott’s inclusion came 
after Gardner was ruled out 
of the series with a finger 
injury, further testing Aus-
tralia’s squad depth. Mean-
while, Brown has been one 
of the standout perform-
ers for the Aussies, having 
taken three wickets across 
the first two matches, with 
Annabel Sutherland leading 
the wicket-taking charts in 
the series.

Srinagar, Wednesday
26-March-2025
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