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Srinagaremerging as J&K’s
cultural nerve centre: LG Sinha

Welfare of artisan community and folk-artists is one of my prime objectives: LG Sinha

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 28: Lieutenant
Governor Shri Manoj Sinha attended the
Srinagar Heritage Festival ‘Soan Meeraas’
at Kashmir Haat, today.

In hisaddress, the Lieutenant Governor
extended his felicitations to all the par-
ticipating artisans & artists, and appreci-
ated the collaborated initiative by the
District Administration Srinagar and
Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts
(IGNCA),Regional Centre J&K.He said, the
Srinagar Heritage Festival commemorates
the achievements and contribution of our
great artisans, folk artists, writers and
honours our unique and diverse cultural
heritage which will inspire the future
growth.

The Lieutenant Governor reiterated his
resolve to revive the cultural and artistic
heritage of Jammu Kashmir and drive
positive changesinthelives of the citizens,
especially those associated with the world
of art, crafts and culture.

“Welfare of artisan community and
folk-artists is one of my prime objectives.

I also wish to see that every child is con-
nected to the roots and every youth car-
rying the rich legacy of artisan commu-
nity is empowered to contribute in J&K’s
economic growth,” the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor said.

The Lieutenant Governor highlighted
that,inthelast fourand a halfyears, under
the guidance of Hon’ble Prime Minister
ShriNarendra Modi, well-planned policies
and their time-bound implementation has
ensured that our craftspeople, artisans
and artists are provided with better
resources and opportunity to prosper and
flourish.

The Lieutenant Governor also spoke on
the emergence of Srinagar city as the
cultural nerve centre of Jammu Kashmir.
He shared the dedicated measures taken
by the government to transform the cities
ofthe Union Territory into the confluence
of ancient traditions and modern facilities.

He further emphasised the important
role of youth, artists community and
enlightened citizens in preserving the
cultural heritage, and also spreading
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4-day wet spell compensates rainfall deficit by 50%in J&K

Water levelin Jhelum, streams rises by 3 to 4 ft; Jammu rivers near flood alert level

B HTNEWS NETWORK/KNO

Srinagar, Feb 28: The ongoing
4-day wet spell compensated the
precipitation deficiency in Jammu
and Kashmirby 50 percent,and also
led to the increase in the water
level of River Jhelum, life line of
Kashmir,and other water bodies by
3-4feet.

According tothe details provided
by the Meteorological Centre Sri-
nagar to the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), “The current
wet spell has brought the deficit

from 80% to nearly 42%. As per the
cumulative precipitation during  depth of 113 cms has been record-

February 25-28, the highest snow

ed at famous ski-resort, Gulmarg
followed by Sonamargwith 75 cm.”
In North Kashmir Kupwara and
Bandiporadistrictsrecordedarain-
fall of 79.33 mm and 81.4 mm
respectively, while in South Kash-
mir, Anantnag, Kulgam, Shopian
and Pulwama districts recorded a
rainfall of 49.6 mm, 60 mm, 26.8
mm and 31.7 mm respectively.
Srinagar recorded 30.5mm pre-
cipitation during the last 24 hours
while Batote recorded the rainfall
of 163.7 mm, highest in all the dis-
tricts, followed by 118mm in Katra
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Snowfall Aftermath:

2 flights cancelled, Srinagar-Jammu

highway, other roads closed

Over 200 HMVs stranded at Qazigund, says SSP Traffic Rural

B HT News Network

Jammu, Feb 28 The fresh spell of rains and snowfallled to the cancellation
of two morning flights at Srinagar International Airport on Friday while all
the major roads including Srinagar-Jammu National Highway continued to
remain closed for the second straight day.As per th

MeT predicts more snow,
rains till Mar 3

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Feb 28: Weatherman on Friday predicted that

Jammu and Kashmir would receive more rain and snow

till March 3.Director Meteorological department (MeT),

DrMukhtar Ahmad while talking to the news agency—said,

TURN ON.....PAGE 02

“There is a forecast of light rain and snow at isolated to
scattered places till March 2 while light to moderate rain
and snow is expected at many

TURN ON.....PAGE 02

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Feb 28: In a first such move by an
opposition party in Jammu & Kashmir, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has formed a
“shadow cabinet” to keep a close watch on
the performance of the National Conference-
led governmentin the Union Territory.Sourc-

To keep NC-led govt on toes, BJP forms “shadow cabinet”
Senior MLAs tasked to monitor departments held by different ministers

es told news agency—that BJP has formed a
group of senior MLAs to closely examine
performance of different departments and
question their performance within and out-
side the Assembly.“The party has tasked senior
MLAs, who served as ministers in the previ-
ous PDP-BJP government, to closely monitor
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Ahead of budget session, Congress calls
its legislature party meeting on March 2

“Not informed yet about joint meeting”: Karra

B HT News Network

Ramadan moon not sighted in
J&K, 1st day of fasting on Sunday

evidences were received from
anywhere about the sighting of

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Feb 28 Ahead of the
budget session of the J&RIK Assem-
bly, the Congress party has sched-
uled a meeting of its legislature
party on March 2 in Jammu.

Inaletter, the party's chiefwhip

and MLA Bandipora, Nizamuddin
Bhat, invited all MLAs to attend
the meeting on Sunday at 2:00
PM at the party headquarters in
Jammu."Ahead of the upcoming
assembly budget session, the high
command of the J&K unit of the

Indian
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Gulmarg, Feb 28 jammu and
Kashmir Grand Mufti, Nasir-ul-
Islam Friday said that the cresent
moon has not been sighted, thus,
the first day of Ramadan will be
on Sunday (March 02).Speaking
to the news agency— the Grand
Mufti said that no witnesses or

Ramadan moontoday.“Therefore,
the first day of fasting will be on
Sunday,” he said.

Earlier this month, he consti-
tuted amoon-sighting committee
for J&K with Valley’s chief cleric
and Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq as its member. This
comes in the wake of

TURN ON.....PAGE 02

PDD to‘avoid’ power curtailment
at Sahoor, Iftartimes
Incessant rains push hydel power generation

B HTNews Network

Srinagar, Feb 28 The Power Development Department (PDD)
has decided to avoid the power curtailment at Sahoor and Iftar
times in the feasible areas in the holy month of Ramadhan.

The department in this regard is likely to hold the important
meeting on Saturday to discuss the mechanism and strategy to
implement the new schedule for the month of Ramadhan.

Atop official of PDD informed the news agency—that we have
reduced the power curtailment in almost all areas but in the
month of Ramadhan, we will try to avoid the curtailment at
Sehri and Iftar times.” TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Identify, deport Rohingya and Bangladeshi
intruders: Amit Shah directs security agencies

B HT News Network

New Delhi, Feb 28: Describing
illegal entry of Bangladeshis and
Rohingyas into the country as an
issue of national security, Union
Home Minister, Amit Shah on Fri-
daydirected the security agencies
toidentify theintrudersand deport
them.

Chairing a meeting to review
the national capital’s law-and-

ordersituation, Shah, according to
the news agency—said thatillegal
entry of Bangladeshis and Rohing-
yasneeds to be dealt with strictly.
“Stern action should be taken
against the entire network that
helps Bangladeshi and Rohingya
intruders enter the country, get
their documents made and facili-
tate their stay here.

The issue of illegal intruders is
also related to national security,

TURN ON.....PAGE 02

J&K has additional Agri credit potential of nearly Rs 3000 cr: Chief Secretary

B HTNews Network/UNI

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 28:Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo, while taking stock of progress
registered under different credit linked
schemes of the Agriculture Production
Department (APD)remarked thatagricul-
ture sector in J&K has an additional cred-
it potential of around Rs 3000 crore if
tapped optimally by the financial institu-
tions here.

Besides Principal Secretary, APD and
MD, J&K Bank, the meeting was attended
by MD, HADP/JKCIP; DG, Budget; Deputy
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Commissioners; HoDs of APD; Convenor,
UTLBC; representatives from BISAG-Nand
other concerned officers while outstation

officers participated virtually.
The ChiefSecretary impressed uponthe
Deputy Commissionersand the concerned

department to be in close coordination
with J&K Bank in order to enhance the
approval and disbursement rate of the
applications. He said that there is still
greater potential of growth in this sector
as the banks could tap additional Rs 3000
crore business by laying more focus onit.
He advised the financial institutions totap
this potential for there is lesser NPA rate
as well.He maintained that almost half of
the applications received by the depart-
mentonthe portal should be credit linked
asthe productsare highly attractive guar-
anteeing the interest subvention and
moratorium TURN ON.....PAGE 02

11 years on, Tral-Wahab
Sahab road awaits
completion

B HT News Network

Pulwama, Feb 28: Theresidents of Tral and Khrew
areas of South Kashmir’s Pulwama district have
expressed resentment against the government for
“failing” torestart work on Syedabad-Wahab Sahab
road stretch for a long time now.

Locals from these hamlets told the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO)that the 8-kilometre
stretch with an estimated cost ofaround Rs 16 crore
was supposed to connect Syedabad-Pastuna area
of Tral to Wahab Sahab Shaar of Pampore Tehsil.

The road will be the TURN ON.....PAGE 02

SED Shortlists 14 Candidates
for Appointment to Post of
Chairman, Director SCERT

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Feb 28: Government of Jammu and
Kashmir’s School Education Department has short-
listed 14 candidates for roles of Chairman Jammu
and Kashmir Board of School Education (JKBOSE)
and Director of the State Council of Educational
Research and Training (SCERT).

The selection follows an advertisementissued by
SED, issued on December 30,2024, inviting applica-
tions through the department’s official website.

A Search Committee, led by the Financial Com-
miSSioner/Additional TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Govt extends winter vacation
for Kashmir schools till Mar-06

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Feb 28: Education Minister Sakina
Masood Itoo Friday said that winter vacations for all
classes in Kashmir schools have been extended till
March-6.Itoo said, “Keeping in view the prevalent
weather conditions, the government has decided to
extend the winter vacation for all government and
recognised private schools of Kashmir region.

Talking to the news agency—Kashmir News Observ-
er (KNO), Itoo said, “The schools in the Valley will
reopen on March-7 TURN ON.....PAGE 02
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ELECRAMA 2025 concludes successfully, showcases innovations & industry leadership

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, Feb 28: The 16th
edition of ELECRAMA 2025
organized by IndianElectrical
and Electronic Manufacturers’
Association (IEEMA)wrapped
up on a high note, reinforcing
its position as the premier
global platform for electrical
andallied electronicsindustry.
This edition broke previous
records, drawing over 1,000+
exhibitors,400,000+business
visitor footfalls,and generating
an estimated $20 billion in
business enquiries—a testa-
menttothe event’sunmatched
scale, influence, and global
appeal.

ELECRAMA 2025 emerged
as an important platform for
industry engagement, show-
casingimpactful B2B meetings,
insightful thought leadership

sessions, and constructive
policy dialogues that united
both global and Indian stake-
holders. The event success-
fully facilitated over 15,000
B2B meetings and attracted
more than 500 international
buyers from 80 countries, fur-
thersolidifyingIndia's stature
asareliable partner withinthe
global electrical ecosystem.
One of the biggest highlights
thisyearwasthe launch ofthe
New Energies Pavilion,agame-
changing showcase of break-
through technologies in Bat-
tery Storage, EV Charging
Infrastructure, Digital Energy,
Solar Modules, Solar Inverters,
and more. This dedicated space
showcased India’s rapid strides
towards a sustainable and
future-ready energy land-
scape.The global interest at
ELECRAMA2025hasincreased.
While attending the event

27th Fe

Minister Bachir Camara, Dep-
uty Minister, MEHH, Guinea
said, “India’sadvancementsin
energy and digitalization offer
valuable insights for develop-
ing nations like Guinea.
Strengthening collaborations
withIndiacan help usenhance
our electricity systems and

adopt innovative solutions.
Platformslike ELECRAMA pro-
vide an excellent opportunity
to explore cutting-edge tech-
nologies, engage with industry
leaders, and understand best
practicesinrenewable energy,
electrification, and carbon
footprintreduction. Eventslike

v Delhi

these are crucial in fostering
global partnerships, allowing
us tolearn from India’s exper-
tiseandimplement sustainable
energy solutions thatwilldrive
ournation'sgrowth. Webelieve
thisistherighttimetoleverage
India’sachievements and work
together for a brighter, more

energy-secure future.”

ELECRAMA 2025 also wit-
nessed four MoU signings, lay-
ing the foundation for trans-
formative collaborationsinthe
power and electrical sector.
These agreements mark a sig-
nificantstepindrivinginnova-
tion, industry partnerships,
and next-generation energy
solutions.

As the event draws its cur-
tains, the significance of this
year’s edition Sunil Singhvi,
President, IEEMAsaid "ELEC-
RAMA 2025 has surpassed all
expectations, marking yet
another milestone in its jour-
ney as the world's leading plat-
form for the electrical and
power industry. The remark-
ableincrease invisitor footfall
compared to the previous edi-
tion underscores the growing
global interest in India's ener-
gyand power capabilities. With

over 400,000 business visitor
footfalls, ELECRAMA hasdem-
onstrated its ability to bring
together industry leaders,
policymakers, and innovators
to drive impactful collabora-
tions and business opportuni-
ties."

The event inaugurated by
Manohar Lal Khattar, Union
Minister of Power and Housing
& Urban Affairs, highlighted
the government’scommitment
to strengthening India’s ener-
gy infrastructure. Delivering
the keynote address, Piyush
Goyal, Union Minister of Com-
merce & Industry emphasized
India’s energy transition, pol-
icy direction, and technologi-
cal advancements. He urged
the electrical industry to
unify major expos, creating a
world-class platform to posi-
tion India as a global hub for
energy and electrical solutions.

CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

LG

awareness on environmental protection.

“Preservation and promotion of heritage
is crucial for sustainable development of the
cities and to improve urban quality of life. I
believe culture is a way of life and we must
involve young generations, inheritors of our
rich legacy, to protect cultural and natural
heritage,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor
released abooktitled "Iconic Women of J&K".
He also felicitated the students and artists
participating in Srinagar Heritage Festival.

Earlier, the Lieutenant Governor visited the
Traditional village, Art Gallery and witnessed
exhibitions, live demonstrations of sports
and various traditional cultural activities.

During the Srinagar Heritage Festival, a
number of events were organised at Jhelum
Riverfront, Dal Lake and Kashmir Haat provid-
ingamemorable experience for participants
and visitors, besides building a strong sense
of identity, fostering community cohesion.

Sh Vijay Kumar Bidhuri, Divisional Com-
missioner Kashmir; ShRajivOmprakash, DIG
CKR; Dr Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat, Deputy
Commissioner Srinagar; Ms Shruti Awasthi,
Regional Director, IGNCA; senior officials of
Security forces, Police and Civil Administra-
tion, artisans, artists, youth and people from
all walks of life were present.

4 DAY

and 100 mm in Banihal.

With the deficiency reducing to 42 per cent
only fromJanuary 01,2025 to February 28,2025,
the lowest deficit at present is recorded in
Kulgam with 69 per cent and followed by Shop-
ianand Srinagar, the summer capital of Jammu
and Kashmir at 64 per cent each.

The lowest deficiency has been recorded in
Rajouri and Udhampur at just 3 and 4 per cent
respectively tilltoday. Samba, as per the details
is the only station across Jammu and Kashmir
with average normal precipitation as against
the normal rainfall of 91.6 mm, the district has
received 91.5 mm till today.

Water level in Jhelum increases

Moreover, for the first time in the past three
months, the river Jhelum has recorded arise in
water level by almost 3-4 feet.

From-1.01 ft till February 25, the water level
at Sangam station was recorded 2.31 ft at 7:01
PM while at Ram Munshi Bagh, the water was
flowing at 4.75 ft. The other streams too have
recorded therise inwaterlevel including Vishow
Nallah where the 1589.6 m gauge was recorded
thisevening while Lidder was flowing at 1954.2
m and Doodhganga at 1585.3 m.

JAMMU RIVERS NEAR FLOOD ALERT LEVEL

AnIndependent Weather Forecaster, Faizan
Arif Keng in a statement has mentioned that
following heavy rainfall in Jammu region, the
water levels of the Tawi River, along with other
riversand streams, have risen significantly, now
justafew feet below the alert level. “Residents
areadvised toexercise cautionand refrain from
going near the rivers until conditionsimprove,”
he said.

Pertinently, the weatherman had predicted
afour-day wet spell from February 25 to Febru-
ary 28 while ‘yellow and orange’ alerts were
also issued for the four days.

For the next three days till March 03, the
weatherman here has predicted light rain and
snow at isolated to scattered places—(KNO)

cs

period thatis not available anywhere else.

Dulloo enjoined upon the Bank to designate
some of their best human resources to look
afterthe progress on these schemestoimprove
their uptake and increase their number pro-
portionate to the total number of applicants
registered on the official portal. He also
reviewed scheme-wise progress and pen-
dency in each district and enquired from
respective DCs about the reasons of poor

®© 00 ©

performance, if found anywhere. He took
note of the applications pending from last
more than 100 days and directed the banks
toclearthe backlog without any further delay
.He also laid emphasis on creation of aware-
ness among the public besides handholding
them by helping in generating successful
DPRs thereby increasing the rate of approval
of their applications. He asked for assisting
people to have fair idea about the schemes,
credit and benefits available for them based
upon their areas of interest.

The ChiefSecretary also sought suggestions
from the Department , DCs and the Bank
officers about the measures needed to be
taken to improve the overall performance of
these schemes for these are in vogue now for
the 2nd year. He asked them to further
improve the progress in high density planta-
tion, distribution of smart cards under KCC,
KCCtermloans, PM Kisan, AIF, AHIDF, PMFBY
and other similar schemes.

On the occasion, Principal Secretary, APD,
Shailendra Kumar,informed the meeting that
the Department targets coverage of 13 lakh
farmers under KCC scheme which currently
hoversataround 10.82 lakh active customers.
He also revealed that the Department in
coordination with the banks is in a process
of streamlining the credit availing facility for
farmers by developing an IT solution named
‘Khetscore’ to determine the credit worthi-
nessof each farm.He made out that the same
would be done based upon historical data,
external risk assessment and taking of geo-
graphical factors into account.

MD, HADP, Rahul Yadav, informed the
meeting about other measures being taken
by the Department to improve the uptake of
these schemesby the farmers. He also threw
light onthe overall progress of these schemes
over the past few months.

The MDalso enumerated certain measures
including launching of IT tools like credit
scheme advisor, DPR generating portal and
Grievance redressal portal with banks for
real time registration and tracking of credit
related grievances by the banks and admin-
istration on the directions of the Chief Sec-
retary.

Later, the Chief Secretary had live demon-
stration of these developing applications as
given by the BISAG-N. He asked them to
converge all the Agriculture related toolsand
apps on a single platform which would give
access to them with ease and comfort.

He also released a number of publications
depicting the progress and success stories of
HADP and other programmes to revolution-
ise Agriculture sector besides increasing the
farmers income manifold across the UT of
J&K.

TRAL

shortcut way for the people of Tral parts
towards Khrew Pampore, and alsoreduce trav-
elling between these two areas, they said.

Accordingto thelocals, the foundation stone
of the road was laid in the year 2015 by then
MLA Mushtaq Ahmad Shah, following which
the work was started but due to the unknown
reasons, it was stopped.

Shahid Ahmad, a resident of Tral said there
has been no work on the road for the last 10-11
years and the people of both areas have been
waiting for the completion of this vital project,
which is going to connect Tral directly with
Khrew and Pampore while bypassing Awanti-
pora.

With the completion of this stretch, the
people of over a dozen villages will benefit and
it will help in bringing this picturesque area
especially Wasturwan on the tourism map, he
said.

Mushtaq Ahmad, aresident of Pampore area
said that this route will prove beneficial for
people of both areas but the government has
neglected this project.

The locals requested the concerned author-
ities to look into the matter at an earliest and

take immediate stepsin this regard. They have
sought attention of Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah along with MLAs of both Tral and Pampore
constituencies.

Anofficial, while acknowledging that people
of both sides have been waiting for a long time
for completion of this road, said that they are
expecting that the work on this stretch will be
started soon.

He said that a Detailed Project Report (DPR)
of around Rs 26 crore was submitted for its
construction and they are yet to get a green
signal in this regard—(KNO)

SCERT

Chief Secretary of the Higher Education
Department, convened on February 17, 2025,
to finalize the shortlist.

Among those candidates shortlisted for the
roles', as per news agency Kashmir Bulletin,
include; Munshi Tehmina Yousuf (Principal,
Islamia College of Science and Commerce, Sri-
nagar); Dr.Sunil Gupta (Principal, GDCBasohli);
RajKumar (Joint Registrar, University of Jammu),
Naveen Anand (Dean Academic Affairs, Cluster
University Jammuy); Dr. Surinder Kour (Dean,
Cluster University of Jammu); Manisha Kohli
(Principal, HED J&K); Syed Zahoor Ahmad Gee-
lani (Dean & Head School Education, Central
University of Kashmir); Dr. Shehnaz Igbal
Qureshi (Deputy Registrar, [IUST Awantipora);
Dr. Twinkle Suri (Principal, GDC Samba); Jah-
angirIgbal Tantray (Co-ordinator Head Depart-
ment of Persian, UoK); Abid Hussain (Addi-
tional Commissioner, JKBOSE); and Sindhu
Kapoor (Joint Director JKSCERT), all of whom
applied for both posts.

Among those who have applied and subse-
quently shortlisted for the role of Chairman
JKBOSE, include; Dr. Jatinder Khajuria and Dr.
Sudhir Singh (Joint Secretary, JKBOSE).

The shortlisted candidates have been direct-
ed to appear for an interaction with the Search
Committee on March 5, 2025. (KB)

VACATIONS

instead of March-01."

The minister further said that in case any
student enrolled for the board exams couldn’t
reach the exam centre, the government will
make sure thatit will conduct their exam later.

Meanwhile, the authorities have extended
winter vacation for all schools in the Gurez
Valley of north Kashmir till March-8.

The decision comes in wake of heavy snow-
fall, and prevailing weather conditions across
Jammu and Kashmir.

“Dueto severe weather, movement of students
and school staffhasbeendisrupted. The decision
to extend winter vacation has been taken for
the wellbeing and safety of students and staff,”
an official said.

He said that heads of all institutions within
the subdivision have been directed to ensure
compliance with the extended winter vacation
schedule.

In the meantime, following the bad weather
conditions, JKBOSE also postponed all exams
of 10th to 12th classes scheduled on March-01
and March-03 in hard zones.

JKBOSEinanordersaid, “In view of inclement
weather, the examinations for classes 10th, 11th
and 12th scheduled to be held on 01-03-2025
and 03-03-2025 as per date sheetalready issued,
are hereby postponed and rescheduled.”

The board said that the examinations that
were earlier scheduled to be held on March-01
for classes 10th and 11th will be held on
March-25. In case of 12th standard, the exam-
inations that were scheduled to be held on
March-01 will be held on March-24.

JKBOSE inthe meantime furthersaid thatthe
time and venue of the examinations will remain
unchanged—(KNO)

HIGHWAYS

e news agency—, two flights including 6E
2641 from Delhi and 6E 262 from Srinagar

were cancelled this morning due to inclem-
ent weather conditions.

However, an official said that other morn-
ing flights faced a delay of 30 to 50 minutes
today.

Meanwhile, all highways and major roads
remained closed for vehicular movement for
the second straight day today.

The Jammu-Srinagar National Highway
remained closed due to landslides at over a
dozen places in Ramban district, traffic
department officials said.

Anofficial said that the highway was closed
for traffic on Thursday due to incessant rain,
shooting stones, landslides, and mudslides
between Nashri and the Navyug Tunnel.
Moreover, asectionofthe road sunkat Mehad,
Ramban.

He said authorities were working since
Thursday toclear the landslides and shooting
stones to restore traffic on the highway, con-
necting Kashmir with therest of the country.
“Commuters are advised to avoid traveling
on the Jammu-Srinagar highway until the
weather improves and the road is clear,” he
said.

Talking to KNO, Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP)(Traffic) Rural Kashmir, Ravinder
Pal Singh said that more than 200 Heavy
Motor Vehicles (HMVs) are stranded on the
Qazigund side of the highway.

He said that the condition of the highway
in the Banihal-Ramban sector remains poor
due to shooting stones and landslides, but
restoration workis being carried outonawar
footing. “People should not travel until there
are official directions allowing traffic on the
highway. Travelers should plan accordingly.
Priority will be given to vehicles already
stranded on the highway. First, light motor
vehicles (LMVs) will be allowed to move
towards their destinations, followed by HMVs
if the road is cleared,” he said.

The other roads including Kishtwar-Sin-
than-Anantnag road, Srinagar-Sonamarg-
Gumri, Mughal Road and Bhaderwah-Cham-
ba road also remained closed, officials said.

Moreover, the train services were also
affected this morning. Train services were
partially affected due to snow accumula-
tion—(KNO)

MET

places on March 3.”

“The weather will remain generally dry in
J&K from March 4 to March 8,” he added.

Meanwhile, in its advisory, the MeT said
that temporary disruption of surface trans-
portation is expected mainly over Sadhna
pass, Razdan Pass, Sonamarg-Zojila-Gumri
axis, Mughal Road, Sinthan pass & other major
roads of hilly districts in the coming days.

Tourists, travelers and transporters are
advised to plan accordingly & follow admin-
istrationand trafficadvisory, itreads, adding
that the farmers are advised to suspend
irrigation & other farm operations.

Landslides, mudslides and shooting stones
at vulnerable places, it reads and added that
thereis a possibility of snow avalanches over
higher reaches—(KNO)

PDD

The official further said that in case there
willbe overload inany feeder, then the depart-
ment will have to curtail further power.

About thelocal power generation fromthe
plants of Kashmir region, the official said that
the production has slightly improved post
fresh rain and snowfall.

“Inthe previous weeks, the average power
generation was nearly 40-45 Megawatts from
thelocal power plants of the Kashmirregion.
However, as of now we are generating near-
ly 70 MWs of power,” the official said.

The official further said that power gen-
eration capacity is likely to improve further
in the coming weeks.

Notably, the hydel power generation from
the power plants across Jammu and Kashmir
has further reduced by five percent—owing
tothe low water level, in the past one month,

Overall, the hydro power generation from
the local plants in Jammu and Kashmir had
reduced by 84.17 percent.

In the month of January, the Power Devel-
opment Department (PDD) was generating
nearly 250 Megawatts of power from the local
hydel projects that amounts to 20 percent of
the total generation capacity.

However, in the ongoing month, the pow-
er generation has further reduced by five
percent—(KNO)

RANDAN

acontroversy over moonsightinglast year,
which splitlocal Muslims over the commence-
ment of Ramadan—(KNO)

HM

and it should be dealt with strictly. They
should beidentified and deported,” he said—
(KNO)

BJP

departments assigned to them for assem-
blyinterventions and otherissues,” they said.
Accordingto sources, the leader of opposition
Sunil Sharma has played a key role in the
formation of the “shadow cabinet”.

Sharma, who is close to the top leadership
of BJP, was chosen by the party as its first
leader of opposition in Jammu & Kashmir
after the party secured 29 seats in 2024
Assembly polls.

Sources privy to the development disclosed
that the party has assigned different depart-
ments to its senior MLAs to lead the assess-
ment and challenge the ministers holding
them within and outside the Assembly.

“This move will enhance the party's role
in scrutinising government actions and pol-
icies. It would also help us in effectively rais-
ing public issues within and outside the
Assembly,” aformer BJP minister, whois part
of the group, told KNO on condition of ano-
nymity.

The move comes ahead of the budget ses-
sion of the Assembly, which is expected to
be stormy over issues ranging from Article
370, reservation row and other issues.

For the first time in history, the BJP is the
main opposition party in Jammu & Kashmir.
Before 2008, BJP never crossed a double-
digit seat tally in the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly.In2008 polls, it managed to secure
11 seats. In 2014, it secured 25 seats and
became part of any government for the first
time in J&K’s history—(KNO)

KARRA

National Congress has desired to convene
ameeting of party legislators. AllHonourable
members of the Congress legislature party
arerequested to ensure their presence at the
meeting scheduled for Sunday, March 2, at
2:00PM at the Congress party headquarters,
Jammu," reads the letter, a copy of which is
in possession of the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO).

As previously reported, the National Con-
ference (NC)hasalsoscheduleditslegislature
party meeting around the same time at the
Chief Minister's official residence on Wazarat
Road, Jammu.

Meanwhile, Congress leadership stated
that they have not been officially informed
by the National Conference about any joint
meeting of legislators of the ruling alliance.
"We have not been informed about it yet,"
said Pradesh Congress Committee president
and MLA Central Shalteng, Tariq Hamid
Karra, when asked whether any joint meeting
oftherulingallies has been scheduled ahead
of the budget session—(KNO)
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CUKashmir’s Science campus
celebrates National Science Day

B HT News Network

Ganderbal, Feb 28: The
Departments of Biotech-
nology, Plant Sciences,
Chemistry,and Animal Sci-
ences, (Science Campus)in
collaboration with Direc-
torate of Students Welfare,
Central University of Kash-
mir (CUKashmir) celebrat-
ed National Science Day
here Friday.The theme of
the event for this year was,
“EmpoweringIndian Youth
for Global Leadership in
Science and Innovation for
Viksit Bharat”.

Addressing the partici-
pants, Director Campusand
Dean Faculty of Life Sci-
ences, Prof. Abid Hamid Dar
stressed the importance of
promoting scientific tem-
per and rational thinking
among the students. He
emphasized thatthe dream
of Viksit Bharat canonly be
realized through the col-
lective efforts of all. He

deliberated on the global
impact of Nobel Prizes in
Sciences on the field of
medical Sciences. Prof. Abid
highlighted how Nobel
Prize-winningdiscoveries
have significantly influ-
enced healthcare practices
and advancements around
the world, leading to
improved treatments and
diagnoses for the diseases
affecting people globally.
He thanked Vice Chancel-
lor, Prof. A Ravinder Nath,
Dean Academics Affairs,
Prof. Shahid Rasool and
Registrar, Prof. M Afzal

Zargar for their guidance
and motivation.In his
speech, Dean Physical and
Chemical Sciences, Prof. M
Yousuf encouraged stu-
dents to think differently
and embrace innovation to
drive India’s development
in Science & Technology.
He spoke about the need
for creative thinking to pro-
pel India forward in the
scientific realm.
Dr.Dharmendra, Associ-
ate Prof. Deptt. of Biotech-
nology spoke about
Research-Industry part-
nerships, Startups India,

£°) @HEADLINESTODAL7

DigitalIndiaand other pro-
grammes to harness the
collective potential of
Indian Youth.

Dr. Anil Chandra, Assis-
tant Prof. Deptt. of Biotech-
nology emphasized the
importance of inspiring the
youth to actively partici-
pate inrealizing the vision
of a Viksit Bharat. He
praised the skill, talent and
abilities of Indianyouthand
the ways to nurture this
generation of innovators
and leaders in shaping the
nation’s future.Dr. Rifat
Akbar, Assistant Prof. Deptt.
of Chemistry spoke about,
‘Empowering Indian Youth:
the key to global leader-
ship’. She emphasized on
various initiatives taken by
the Government of India to
empower youth.Earlier, in
her welcome address, Dr.
Shahnaz Perveen, Assistant
Prof. Deptt of Plant Sci-
ences gave insights on how
Science & Technology
should work hand.
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SMC seals commercial structure at
Nawab Bazar for Building vlolatlons

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 28:Ina pro-
active measure to uphold building
regulationsin Srinagar, the Srinagar
Municipal Corporation (SMC) has
sealed acommercial structure locat-
ed at Shah Mohalla Nawab Bazar.
This decisive action follows direc-
tives from Commissioner SMC, Dr.
Owais Ahmed, in response to sig-
nificantviolations of approved build-
ing permission.

The enforcement operation was
executed under the stringent super-
vision of the Enforcement Wing of
SMC, ensuring compliance with
established protocols. The sealed
structure was found tobein violation
of the guidelines set forth by the
competentauthority, underscoring
the urgent need for adherence to
legal building practices.
Commissioner SMC reiterated the
corporation's zero-tolerance policy
towards building violations. He
urged the residents of Srinagar to
strictly comply with approved per-
missions and regulations, stating,
“Thisactionservesasaclear message

IKUC*UKF
SEALED

by order of

thatthe SMCisdedicated toenforce
compliance and safeguard the inter-
ests of the community.”

Dr.Owais emphasized that the SMC
will continue to closely monitor
construction activities throughout
the city and take necessary actions
against any infractions. He high-
lighted the importance of maintain-
ing the integrity of Srinagar’s urban
landscape asashared responsibility,
calling upon the general Public to

cooperate with the regulations
established. The enforcement oper-
ation was executed under the strin-
gent supervision of the Enforcement
Wing of SMC, ensuring compliance
with established protocols. The
sealed structure was found to be in
violation of the guidelines set forth
by the competent authority, under-
scoring the urgent need for adher-
ence to legal building practices.

ACS Education visits Amar
Singh College; reviews
functioning

[ | HT News Network

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 28: Additional ChiefSecretary
(ACS),Education, Shantmanu, visited the Amar Singh
College.The ACS was accompanied by Director Col-
leges, Professor Sheikh Ajaz Bashir.

Principal, Professor Aijaz Ahmad Hakak, presented
a comprehensive presentation on the academic,
administrative and developmental progress of the
institution besides its future vision plan.

During his visit, Shantmanu had a detailed review
of the college’s academic performance, enrolment
trends, gender parity, student-faculty ratio and
infrastructural development. He also inspected the
newly constructed state-of-the-art Science Block
and the fully automated college library, equipped
with RFID technology.The college librarian demon-
strated the automated system, showcasing search-
ing,issuance and return of books efficiently through
the RFID system.Interacting with the Principal and
faculty members, Shantmanuemphasised the impor-
tance of competency-building for personal excellence.
He highlighted key areas such as role of the Art of
Living in professional growth, drug de-addiction
initiatives and mental health support for students.

The visit concluded with the ACS reiterating the
commitment of the Higher Education Department
towards fostering academic excellence and holistic
student development in the region. The visit con-
cluded with the ACS reiterating the commitment of
the Higher Education Department towards fostering
academic excellence and holistic student develop-
ment in the region.

School Education Department organizes one-day
conference on Transforming Education in Srinagar.

[ | HT News Network

SRINAGAR, 28th February 2025The
National Education Policy 2020 is
being implemented in Jammu and
Kashmirand feedbackisbeing sought
from all the stakeholders to address
the challenges faced in this regard.It
was expressed by the Financial Com-
missioner and Additional Chief Sec-
retary of School Educationand High-
er Education Departments
Shantmanuwhile participatingasthe
Chief guest in the one-day
conferencetitled *&quot;Transforming
Education for a Future -Ready
Generation&quot;* at Women&#39;s
CollegeSrinagar today.

Addressing the conference, the Addi-
tional Chief Secretary said that when
we talkaboutTransforming Education
for a Future-Ready Generation, it is
imperative that we all should work
togetherto get the positive resultsin
thisregard. Shantmanu said thatitis
the responsibility of allgovernment
institutions, NGOs, other stakehold-
ers, I mean all of us to see what has
been done so farin the field of Trans-
forming Education and what more
needs to be done in the future.ACS
asked the students to actively par-
ticipateincurricularas well asextra-
curricular activities,

because these are the requirements
which are useful at every step in real
life.During the conference, Director
School Education Kashmir Dr. G.N.
Itoo summarized the progressbeing
made in implementing the National
Education Policy 2020. In his speech,
DSEK said that duringthe upcoming
session, all steps will be taken to
implement NEP 2020 and the teach-
ing staff, schoolheads and students
will be informed about the adoption
of various tools to deal with the chal-
lengesfaced in this regard.

Dr. Mushtaq Marghoob, arenowned
psychiatrist of the valley, also
expressed his views during the

conference. During the event the
&quot;Academic Planner&quot; for
the schools of Kashmir Division was
alsoreleased by ACS.A panel discus-
sionon the topic, &quot;Transforming
Education&quot; wasalso held during
theconference in which Professor
Seema Naz, Principal of Institute of
Advanced Studies in Education(IASE)
also participated.All CEO&#39;s of
Kashmir Division, Principals of High-
er Secondary Schools and officials of
severalvoluntary organizations were
present at the occasion. During the
conference, students and otherswho
have performed wellin various fields
of education were honored.

Sakeena Itoo reviews preparations for

International Women’s Day celebration across J&K
Advocates recognition, celebration of contributions of womenfolk

SRINAGAR,[JAMMU, FEBRUARY 28: Min-

life”, Sakeena stated.

ister for Health and Medical Education,
Social Welfare and Education, Sakeena
Itoo, today emphasized the importance
of recognizing and celebrating the con-
tributions of womenfolkin various fields
across Jammu and Kashmir.

The Minister made these remarks while
chairing a meeting held at the Civil Sec-
retariat here to review the preparations
for forthcoming International Women'’s
Day being held on 8th March.
Commissioner Secretary, Social Welfare
Department, Sanjeev Verma; Commis-
sioner Secretary, Culture department, K
Ramesh Kumar; Director Social Welfare
Kashmir, Mohammad Akbar Wani; Direc-
tor Social Welfare Jammu, Rupesh Kumar;
Director School Education Jammu; Direc-
tor Colleges J&K; Director Health Ser-
vices Jammu, Director Health Services
Kashmir; Mission Directors of ICDS, ICPS
and Mission Shakti besides other con-
cerned officers attended the meeting,
either in person or virtually.

®© 00 ©

The Minister stressed on the need to
highlight contributions of women in
various fields for awareness of common
masses, particularly the female frater-
nity. “We must not only acknowledge the
incredible contributions of women in
every field but also ensure they have
opportunitiesand support toexcel further
intheirgoalsand dreams” Sakeena main-

tained.

She asked the officers to promote initia-
tives that empower women folk and cre-
ateawareness among themaboutvarious
initiatives of the government for their
empowerment. “Every woman should
know about the schemes and support
systems available to them to help her
achieve her ambitions and purposes of

The Minister called upon the social wel-
fare, education and health departments
toworkin coordination and organize this
day collectively. She asked them to orga-
nize awareness programs and felicitations
of women achievers in their respective
districts.She alsoasked them to constitute
teams in their respective districts for
better coordination and smooth conduct
of the programme.

While speaking on the significance of
Women’s Day, Sakeena reiterated the
government for gender equality and called
for collective efforts to create a more
inclusive society. She encouraged par-
ticipation from all sections of society to
celebrate the strength and resilience of
women.

During the meeting, Commissioner Sec-
retary, Social Welfare informed the Min-
ister about the preparations being put in
place by the department for the Interna-
tional Women’s Day scheduled to be held
on8thMarchacross Jammuand Kashmir.

After SP College "ACT"
Performed'" PAGAL KOUN" in
Tagore Hall Srinagar

[ | HT News Network

Srinagar/ February 28 After SP College Srinagar the
artists associated with the "ACT"played the Urdu
stage drama 'PAGAL KOUN' written by Zahid Hus-
sainin the Tagore Hall Srinagar under the direction
of Mushtaque Ali Ahmad Khan. The audience
appreciated the actors and the dramadirector. The
theatre group headed by Mushtaque Ali Ahmad
Khan has come forward with a better thinking for
tomorrow and the theatre chief aims to promote

| the Modern Theatre as well as attract a new gen-

eration to the theater for which we have renamed
actors Creative Theatre and named 'Act' forabetter
time. Mushtaque Ali added that this drama is a
proof of the theatr's power and we are also looking
forward to sharing it with our drama fans in the
future. He said that the drama is a new milestone
at the Modern Theatre. The story of this drama is
based on human condition. Aqib Halim, Arjumand
Andrabi, Abdul Basit, and Suhaib Latif performed
to win the hearts of the audience with their out-
standing performance. The work of Make-up done
by Gul Javed Khan and Barkat Ali. Commandant
JKAP 11th Bn, Security SSP Nighat Aman attend

the function as cheif guet,former head of All India.
CS accords farewell to Syed
Shafi; hails his 37 years of
dedicated service

[ | HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 28: Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo,
today accorded an affectionate farewell to Syed
Mohammad Shafi, the longest serving employee of
Chief Secretary Office.Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Secretary lauded Shafi’s unwavering
dedication, calling him an upright official known
for his punctuality and ever smiling demeanour. He
remarked that officials like Shafi leave a lasting
impression and are fondly remembered by other
colleagues. He extended his best wishes for Shafi’s
health, happiness, and success post retirement life.
Several officers and colleagues also expressed their
appreciation for Shafi’s long and distinguished
service.Among those who spoke and conveyed their
best wishes to the retiree were Special Secretary in
CS Office, K.S. Chib, Deputy Secretary, Rakesh Shar-
ma, Under Secretaries, Mohit Raina, Saba Noor,
Gaurav Gupta and other staff members from the
Chief Secretary’s personal section.The farewell
gathering was marked by gratitude and fond mem-
ories, reflecting the deep respect and affection Shafi
has earned over the years. His other colleagues also
reminisced about the affectionate moments they
had spent together.
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EDITORIAL

Board authorities
get more time in
procuring text-books

cation extended the winter vaca-
tions for the schools of the Kashmir

valley for six more days the Jammu &
Kashmir Board of School Education has
got more time in procuring text-books
for the various classes that are not avail-
able in the market as on date. Many text-
books for the different classes are not
available in the market and as such the
students as well as their parents are very
much worried about the same.

Given the fact that the schools will
reopen on Friday, March 7 one can
expect that the text-books not avail-
able in the market will be available by
that date. Not to talk of the supply of
text-books to the booksellers across the
valley, the text-books have not even been
provided to the authorities of the differ-
ent government schools. As a result of
this the students of both the government
and private schools are at the receiving
end and there seems to be no end to
their ordeal.

It is high time the higher-ups of the
education department take the matter
seriously so that the text-books are avail-
able to the students well on time. Once
the text-books are available on time the
students would be able to start their edu-
cation from the scheduled date and there
would be no delay in the same. Starting
the education on the due date means
that the examination for the different
classes would be held on time and as
such the valuable time of the students
is saved.

It is imperative that responsibility is
fixed on the concerned stakeholders in
the Board so that nobody runs away and
the system is streamlined. As on date it
is observed that there is a blame game
when it comes to the supply of text-
books for the government schools and
the booksellers. At the end of the day it is
the student who suffers if the text-books
are not available to him and her.

It is important that there is no mental
agony for the students and all the con-
cerned need to chip in. There is a need to
enhance the capacity of the publication
division at the Board of School Educa-
tion so that there is no more fallacy as
far as publishing of text-books is con-
cerned. Improvement in this regard is
very important and one can hope that
this takes place sooner than later.

Q s the Department of School Edu-

Ramadan: A Sacred Season, A Permanent Awakening

AUBAID AHMAD AKHOON
akhoon.aubaid@gmail.com

"Ramadan is not just about
changing our schedules; it is
about changing our hearts."

Ramadan, the holiest month
in Islam, is not merely an adjust-
ment in routine—it is an invita-
tion to a profound spiritual
transformation. It is a time when
the gates of Heaven are opened,
the gates of Hell are closed, and
the devils are chained. The
divine command to fast is not
just about refraining from food
and drink; it is about restrain-
ing worldly desires, cultivating
obedience, and attaining piety.

In the words of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH):"Whoever
fasts in the month of Ramadan
out of faith and in the hope of
reward, their past sins shall be
forgiven."

This sacred month serves as a
beacon of faith, an opportunity
to purify our hearts, seek divine
mercy, and recalibrate our con-
nection with Allah. It is a time
for introspection—a moment
to liberate ourselves from the
illusions of the material world
and immerse in the sweetness
of faith.

The Anticipation of Ramadan

As the month of Rajab
approaches, the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) would fer-
vently supplicate:

"O Allah, bless us in the
months of Rajab and Sha'ban,
and grant us the arrival of Rama-
dan."

The very name "Ramadan,"
derived from the Arabic root
ramida (meaning "scorching
heat"), symbolizes the burning
away of sins and the purification
of the soul. This blessed month
arrives as divine mercy, offering
a refuge from spiritual stagna-
tion. Through fasting, prayer,
and self-discipline, we rekindle
our bond with Allah and embark
on a journey of renewal.

Fasting: A Pathway to Taqwa

Fasting is more than absti-
nence from food; it is an exercise
in patience, gratitude, and self-
restraint. The Qur'an declares:

"0 you who have believed,
fasting has been decreed upon
you as it was decreed upon
those before you, so that you
may attain righteousness." (Al-
Baqgarah 2:183)

By fasting, we mirror the
purity of angels, detaching
from earthly desires to nurture
spiritual elevation. The Prophet
(PBUH) emphasized:

"For everything, there is
Zakat, and the Zakat of the body
is fasting."

In a world consumed by
indulgence, fasting becomes

a means to cultivate taqwa—a
state of God-consciousness that
shields us from sin. It instills
within us the discipline to resist
temptation, fostering a charac-
ter rooted in righteousness.

Ramadan: A Time for Worship
and Reflection

Ramadan is a spiritual train-
ing ground, urging believers to
enhance their devotion. Beyond
the obligatory fast, true engage-
ment in this sacred month
entails:

Increasing Worship

The below mentioned verses
of Alama Igbal resonate deeply,
compelling us to reflect on our
spiritual state

Goongi ho gayi aaj kuch zuban
kehte kehte Hichkicha gaya main
khud ko Musalman kehte kehte

Yeh baat nai ki mujhe is pe
yageen nahi,

Bas darr gaya khud ko sahib-
e-iman kehte kehte.

Ramadan is not merely a
month of fasting but a time of
intense self-examination, devo-
tion, and transformation. It
arrives as a divine gift, urging
believers to realign their lives
with faith, sincerity, and disci-
pline. However, have we truly
embraced the essence of this
sacred month, or are we merely
observing its outer rituals?

Skipping prayers while fast-
ing contradicts the essence of
Ramadan. The true spirit lies in
strengthening our connection
with Allah through additional
acts of worship. Engage in:

Tahajjud (Night Prayer): A
special prayer before dawn, fos-
tering a deeper bond with Allah.

Taraweeh: A nightly practice
reinforcing discipline and devo-
tion.

Nafl Prayers: Voluntary
prayers that elevate spiritual
ranks.

Strengthening Our Relation-
ship with the Qur’an

"Meri almaari main gard se
bhari kitaab ka jo poocha,

Main gadd gaya zameen main
Quran kehte kehte." (Alama
Igbal)

The Qur’an was revealed in
Ramadan as a guide for human-
ity, yet it remains neglected in
many households. Ramadan is
the perfect time to:

Recite the Qur’an with under-
standing. Reflect on its mean-
ings. Implement its teachings in
daily life.

The Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) himself increased his
Qur’an recitation during Rama-
dan, reinforcing its significance.

Correct Recitation of the Holy
Quran in Taraweeh:

During this blessed month, it
is imperative for every believer
to ensure that the recitation of
the Quran in Taraweeh prayers is
conducted with utmost care and
reverence. Rushing through the
recitation is contrary to the maj-
esty of Almighty Allah, and the
Quran itself admonishes those
who recite it haphazardly. Sadly,
there have been instances where
the Imam, due to haste, fails
to enunciate the words of the
Quran correctly. Surah Al-Fatiha
is sometimes recited in a single
breath, and the bowing, prostra-
tion, and Tashahhud are not per-
formed properly. Furthermore,
Taraweeh prayers are hurriedly
concluded within forty or fifty
minutes, while lengthy discus-
sions ensue for hours afterward.
This disregard for the sanctity
of Quranic recitation not only
deprives individuals of blessings
but also incurs the Quran's dis-
approval. Let us strive to avoid
such negligence and ensure that
our recitation and listening of
the Quran during Taraweeh is
conducted with diligence, preci-
sion, and proper pronunciation.

Seeking Forgiveness and

Making Duas

The doors of divine mercy
are wide open in Ramadan,
making it the ideal time for sin-
cere repentance. The Prophet
(PBUH) once ascended the
pulpit and responded "Ameen"
three times. When asked why,
he revealed that Angel Jibreel
had invoked destruction upon:

Those who fail to seek forgive-
ness in Ramadan.

Those who dishonor their
parents.

Those who hear the Prophet’s
name but do not send saluta-
tions upon him.

This serves as a stark remind-
er to seize this month as a period
of spiritual cleansing.

Lailat-ul-Qadr: The Night of
Power

"Indeed, We sent the Qur’an
down during the Night of
Decree. And what will make you
know what the Night of Decree
is? The Night of Decree is better
than a thousand months." (Al-
Qadr 97:1-3)

Lailat-ul-Qadr, hidden within
the last ten nights, offers an
unparalleled opportunity for
redemption. Yet, it is unfortu-
nate that many treat it as a fes-
tival rather than a night of deep
worship. The Prophet (PBUH)
advised:

"Seek Lailat-ul-Qadr in the last
ten nights of Ramadan, especial-
ly on the odd nights."

To maximize its blessings:

Engage in Qiyam-ul-Lail (Night
Prayers).

Recite the supplication: "O
Allah, You are the Most Forgiv-
ing, and You love to forgive, so
forgive me."

Increase in Dhikr (remem-
brance of Allah).

Ramadan: A Gateway to
Knowledge and Faith

Ramadan provides an excel-
lent opportunity to increase
one's knowledge of the faith.

While the month is character-
ized by increased worship and
spiritual activities, it is also cru-
cial to prioritize learning the
essentials of religion. Acquir-
ing knowledge about Tawheed
(belief in the Oneness of Allah),
Prophethood, and the Hereafter
enhances one's faith and under-
standing of Islam.

Ramadan: A School of Self-
Discipline

"Ramadan is about breaking
bad habits, not putting them on
pause."”

Beyond spiritual rewards,
fasting nurtures self-control.
The discipline of waking up for
Suhoor, enduring hunger, and
refraining from negative speech
teaches us resilience and mind-
fulness. It reminds us that true
devotion requires sacrifice.

Alama Igbal profoundly
expresses this struggle:

"Kis gadar tum pe giran subah
ki bedari hai,

Hum se kab pyaar hai, haan
neend tumhein pyaari hai."

Overcoming the challenge of
early prayers builds a lifelong
habit of devotion. Ramadan
instills within us a deeper sense
of accountability, urging us to
continue our spiritual growth
even beyond this sacred month.

Embracing the Spirit of Rama-
dan

As Ramadan approaches, let
us prepare our hearts, not just
our kitchens. Let us reflect:

Have we merely observed its
rituals, or have we internalized
its essence?

Have we sought forgiveness
sincerely, or have we let this
month slip by unchanged?

Have we strengthened our
bond with the Qur’an, or have
we let dust gather upon it?

The arrival of Ramadan is a
gift—one that not everyone will
receive again. Let us seize this
divine opportunity to purify
our souls, elevate our faith, and
strengthen our connection with
Allah.

May we be among those who
emerge from Ramadan spiritu-
ally renewed, carrying its light
beyond these thirty days.

Bottom line

"0 Ramadan, come swiftly, for
we eagerly await your luminous
crescent.”

As this sacred month draws
near, may Allah grant us the
strength and steadfastness to
embrace its blessings fully. May
He shower His mercy upon us,
guide us towards righteous-
ness, and accept our fasting and
prayers.

Ramadan Mubarak! May this
month bring you peace, joy, and
spiritual enlightenment.

Aubaid Ahmad Akhoonis a
distinguished Educational
Columnist, Motivational Speaker,
and Associate Editor of the weekly
educational publication Education
Quill.

akhoon.aubaid@gmail.com insta
id UBI9305

In Defense of Child Rights

SHEIKH SHABIR KULGAMI

hould we lend a helping
Shand to people? Many, it
is hoped, will answer, yes.

So should we not do something
unselfish, beautiful and divine
to children? We must leave
walking a lonely way and look-
ing the other way if we catch
sight of a child being abused
anywhere — be it a home,
street, place of work, institu-
tion or playground, etc. Chil-
dren, our future, are at times
abused in aforesaid places,
undermining the codal norms
again child abuse. At stake is
the pleasure of childhood and
education opportunities of
tens of thousands of children.
These children, child work-
ers, get deprived of the oppor-
tunities of education and risk
health issues such as skin dis-
eases, diseases of the lungs,
weak eyesight, etc. If this is
not worrisome for us, then
what is? If you notice a child

carrying a spray motor on his/
her shoulders across apple
orchards, will you be happy?
Perhaps not. A person of a sane
and sympathetic perspective
will be heartbroken on finding
trapped a child in exploitative
situations, the child labour; so
should be a law abiding citizen.

According to Article 23 of the
Indian Constitution any type
of forced labour is prohibited.
Thus, children are required to
be protected from the hands
of misuse and abuse. Article
24 states that a child under 14
years cannot be employed to
perform any hazardous work.
Religious books also instruct
against child exploitation.

We are literally at the
precipice of the child labour
catastrophe. Just a casual
look around, legions of chil-
dren shouldering the onus of
labour will catch your eye.
Child labour peels off the
mask of pro-children rhetoric;
lofty morals are tossed out of

the window and such children
end up as unskilled workers
for their remaining life. This
brings us to one daunting chal-
lenge: school education of a
generation is crumbling and
doomed in the fog of child
labour.

A question: Is education of
child workers more important
for them or labour-earning
money? May be, I sound an
old school here. According to a
new report by the Internation-
al Labour Organization ( ILO)
and UNICEF, the number of
children in child labour in the
world has gone up to 160 mil-
lion with millions more at risk
due to the impact of COVID-19.

True, it is poverty which
forces parents to see their
minor children work at the
expense of their childhood.
Low-income families send
their children for work to get
a square meal, clear family
debts and meet other needs.
And high-income families hire

children for a petty amount. So
the general public and families
of the young laborors turn a
blind eye to how harmful child
labour is and the impact of the
physical and psychological vio-
lence which stays forever.

The ILO says that child
labour is “work that is mental-
ly, physically, socially or mor-
ally dangerous and harmful
to children and/or interferes
with their schooling by depriv-
ing them of the opportunity to
attend school, obliging them
to leave school prematurely,
or requiring them to attempt
to combine school attendance
with excessively long and
heavy work”.

In 2011, the ILO adopted the
Domestic Workers Conven-
tion under which countries
are to set a “minimum age for
domestic workers consistent
with the provisions of the
Minimum Age Convention ...
and the Worst Forms of Child
Labour Convention”. For

the latter convention “work
under particularly difficult
conditions such as work for
long hours or during the night
or work where the child is
unreasonably confined to the
premises of the employer” is
risky.

Though child labour is
largely seen as an offence,
it seems that we —as one
people — are either unwilling
or unable to prevent it in its
practical forms. Hundreds
of minor children can be
seen doing manual labor in
Dhabas, restaurants, railway
stations; working as drivers/
conductors and construction
workers; pruning apple trees,
picking apple fruit , carrying
apple boxes and doing other
hazardous tasks for —a few
rupees.

The 2011 census counted
250103 child labourers in the
state of Jammu and Kashmir.
If the study on the number
of orphans here involved in

menial jobs is not wrong, then
43% of the child population
of 26,53,422 i.e., 11,40,971
children are working in J&K
which is far more than the
figure of 1,75,630 child labor-
ers of census 2001. A report
on child labor in J&K finds
more than one lakh child
laborers here, most of whom
work in the handcraft sector,
automobile workshops, brick
kilns, in agriculture and as
domestic servants in homes ;
thousands of children here are
seen working as vendors, bus
conductors and auto drivers.

The Union Territory can
launch child welfare schemes.
Also, it can demonstrate care
and make efforts to meet the
basic needs of all its citizens
and lay the foundation of a
dignified life for all - includ-
ing children. Parents, teachers
and preachers can play a key
role in preventing child labor;
they can take care of a child’s
health and education.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE: HEADLINES TODAY doesn't endorse the Viewpoint of the Authors, take the responsibility of the Content of the matter (Writeups,advertisement, Notices etc) in any form.

A key requirement to obtain
cooperation against child
abuse is awareness. It is an
invitation to disillusionment
in due course if we accept this
offense, child labour. Child
rights are essential for a civi-
lized society. Nelson Mandela
had said: “Safety and security
don’t just happen; they are the
result of collective consensus
and investment.”

For combating this rising
exploitation-child labour-
acknowledging its existence in
multiple forms and earnestly
working for children’s rights is
paramount. Only if the author-
ities, the institutions and soci-
ety can work together that
child labour can be uprooted.
Atleast, its occurrence may
fall. Creating an environment
where children stop working
and get enrolled in schools
instead, is a must-have move.
Childhood should not be a
painful stage in one’s life.

(Author is a teacher)
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Inordinate delay in
nominating MLA’s to J&K
Legislative Assembly

OMKAR DATTATRAY

s per the recommenda-
Ations of the delimita-

tion commission four
members are to be nominat-
ed to the legislative assembly
for giving proper representa-
tion to certain groups of the
people of Jammu and Kash-
mir. Accordingly two persons
from the displaced Kashmiri
Pandits that must include
one women from this com-
munity and two persons from
the POJK refugees should be
nominated by the govern-
ment to legislative assembly
to give democratic represen-
tation and political rights to
these two sections of people.
Delimitation commission rec-
ommended additional seats
in the legislative assembly
for Kashmiri Pandits and Dis-
placed persons from POJK.
The central government
approved these recommen-
dations regarding the nomi-
nations of persons from these
two sections of the people.
Thus the centre government
decided that the J&K LG will
appoint three persons from
Kashmiri Pandit migrants
to the legislative assembly
necessarily one women
from this section and two
persons will be nominated
from displaced persons from
the POJK to the legislative
assembly. The delimitation
commission raised the total
number of the elected legisla-
tive assembly seats to 90 and
the five nominated seats will
increase the total number of
MLASs to 95.The new legisla-
tive assembly members were
elected on October 8,2024.
Omar Abdullah was sworn
as the first chief minister of
the Jammu and Kashmir UT
on 16th October 2024 and
the new assembly came into
being after 8th October 2024.
But to great dismay the gov-
ernment of JK UT has not still
nominated the five MLAS to
the new house. J&K’s first
Assembly session was held
on November 4,2024 .How-
ever those sections of people
who were recommended to
be given representation in
Legislative Assembly are not
nominated up to this time,
thus delaying their nomina-
tion to the legislative assem-
bly and thus defeating the
very purpose of their nomi-
nation as recommended by
the delimitation commission
and approved be the centre
government. The budget ses-
sion of Jammu and Kashmir
assembly will commence
on 3rd March 2025 and new
budget will be unveiled in
the assembly on March 7.The
five MLA’s should have been
nominated before the budget
session of the assembly so
that they could raise their
issues and allocations before
the government so that funds
would be earmarked for the
development of these sec-
tions of the people .But alas!
no nomination from these
groups of people has been
made, thus defeating the
very purpose of their nomi-
nation. Section 15,15 A and
15 B of the J&K Reorganiza-
tion Act 2019 authorize the
LG to nominate five members
to the assembly potentially
altering the elected body’s
composition. There five nom-
inated members will have the
same powers and position
as the other elected MLA’s.
Supreme Court had earlier
declined to consider the plea
challenging the authority of
the LG to nominate five mem-
bers to legislative assembly
and has asked the petition-
ers to go to the high Court
in this regard. The petition
challenging the powers of the
LG to nominate members to
assembly is sub-judice in
the UT’s high Court and the
hearing on this plea will com-
mence on March 20.1t is very
unfortunate that the genu-

ine matter of nominating 5
members to the legislative
assembly has wrangled in
legal battle .It shows that the
regional political parties such
as NC,PDP and even national
party Congress is averse to
giving some representation
to migrant KP’s and displaced
persons from POJK and thus
they are trying to scuttle the
move of nominating 5 mem-
bers by the LG. The fact of
the matter is that NC ,PDP
,Congress and other like
that the 5 members should
be nominated by the elected
government headed by the
chief minister Omar Abdul-
lah. Whatever it is, the suffer-
ers are the migrant KP’s who
are living as refugees in their
own country for last more
than three decades and there
is no say for them in the legis-
lative assembly and the gov-
ernment. In fact it is within
the jurisdiction of the LG to
nominate five members to
the legislative assembly and
there is no wrong in it as per
the provisions of the reorga-
nization act 2019 and so the
issue should not have been
snowballed into a political
slugfest and controversy but
it has happened and the high
court is seized of the matter.
The High Court should decid-
ed on the petition challeng-
ing the authority of the LG
to nominate 5 members to
the soon so that the groups
of people get political rights
and they are heard in the
assembly and the govern-
ment. Thus the High Court
should decide the plea imme-
diately so that the interests
of those sections to be repre-
sented by nominated MLA’s
are not affected. Since the
budget of the new govern-
ment will be tabled in March
2025, and the marginalized
sections such as the migrant
KP’s and displaced refugees
from POJK will not be repre-
sented and there will be no
one to plead their needs and
aspirations and the funds to
be allocated to these groups
of people. The best course in
this regards would have been
not to politicize the genuine
issue of nomination of five
members to the LA. It is very
disturbing that everything
is seen through the prism
of mere and cheap politics.
The betterment, ensuring
political interest and welfare
of the migrant KP’s and POJK
refugees should be above
petty politics. It seems that
the regional parties such as
NC,PDP and others do not
like these sections to be given
representation and so they
are creating impediments
in the way of nominating
five members .If there is no
direction from the honorable
high court to the government
,the LG should at the earliest
opportunity nominate five
members from migrant KP’s
and displaced persons from
POJK so that these groups of
people will put forward their
issues before the legislative
assembly and the govern-
ment in order to give some
relief to these sections of the
people. Therefore without
any delay either high court
should decide the matter
or in the alternative the LG
should use his power under
the provisions of the J&K
reorganization act 2019 and
nominate five members to
give fair representation to
these sections of people so
that they are heard and their
issues are solved. No fur-
ther delay should be made
in nominating the members
to the legislative assembly
otherwise the very purpose
of the nomination will be
defeated and that would be
the doomsday for these sec-
tions of the people.
The author is a
columnist,social KP
activist& Freelancer
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The Dual Impact Of Mdern Technology On Today’s Youth

GUL TABINA
gultabina@gmail.com

e are living in the era
of modern technol-
ogy, where almost

every aspect of life is influenced
by digital advancements. From
smartphones and the internet
to artificial intelligence (AI) and
social media, technology has
transformed the way we live,
work, and communicate. The
younger generation, particu-
larly Generation Z and Millenni-
als, is the most affected by these
changes.

The Dual Impact of Technology on
Society:

Technology was created to
make life easier, to gain knowl-
edge about the world, to learn
new things, to expand business-
es, and to spread social aware-
ness. However, instead of just
serving these purposes, tech-
nology has taken our lives in a
completely different direction.

Social media and its impact:

One of the biggest examples
of this shift is social media. We
live in a corrupted world where
social media is considered a plat-
form for people to testify to their
truth. However, it is increasingly
being misused for the wrong
purposes. Truth is distorted into
lies, and lies are presented as
truth. Reality is manipulated in
such a way that innocent people
are forced to struggle.

All for the sake of money,
everything is twisted and
reshaped, altering its very exis-
tence. This manipulation has
engulfed the entire world today,
making it difficult to distinguish
between what is real and what
is fabricated. Instead of being
a medium for honesty, social
media has become a tool for
deception and exploitation.

Many individuals gain fame
and recognition without real
effort, while others work tire-
lessly but still fail to achieve suc-
cess. This imbalance has forced
people to look for shortcuts,
leading to unethical practices
and misguided aspirations.

The influence of social media
has also led people to blindly
follow influencers, sometimes
getting involved in harmful
activities. The obsession with
unrealistic beauty standards has
pushed many to undergo unnec-
essary plastic surgeries, often
damaging their natural selves
in pursuit of an artificial ideal.
The pressure to look perfect,
to fit into certain trends, and to
gain validation from others has
become a dangerous cycle.

Use of smartphones:

While technology has
undoubtedly brought many
benefits, its misuse has created
several societal challenges. One
of the most concerning aspects
is the excessive and unchecked
use of smartphones, especially
among children. Instead of
receiving emotional and moral

guidance from their parents,
children are handed smart-
phones under the guise of edu-
cation and learning. Without
proper supervision, they get
exposed to inappropriate con-
tent that can severely impact
their mental and emotional
well-being.

Today, smartphones provide
access to vulgar content and
explicit material that can cor-
rupt young minds. Children are
exposed to adult themes at an
early age, leading to premature
psychological maturity that they
are not equipped to handle. This
exposure often results in anxi-
ety, depression, and emotional
distress. When children need
emotional support from their
families, they instead turn to
unhealthy coping mechanisms
that can destroy their lives.

Without proper guidance,
young minds are led astray,
engaging in activities such as
drug abuse and early sexual
involvement. The pursuit of
momentary pleasure leads
them down dangerous paths,
ultimately ruining their futures.
Moreover, young girls often fall
victim to cyberstalkers who
manipulate and exploit them,
pushing them into harmful
and degrading situations. Such
predatory behaviour leads to
increased harassment, abuse,
and even cases of suicide as vic-
tims struggle to escape the emo-
tional and psychological trauma.

The easy access to explicit
content, combined with the
growing influence of digital
addiction, has contributed to
the rise of heinous crimes such
asrape and sexual violence. The
normalization of such content
desensitizes individuals, creat-
ing a society where respect and
morality are compromised.
Drug abuse has also become
more prevalent, as individuals
seek escape from their emotion-
al turmoil through substance
dependency.

The uncontrolled use of
smartphones is not just a minor
issue—it is a growing crisis. Par-
ents and society as a whole must
take responsibility for guiding
the younger generation. Instead
of allowing technology to dictate
lives, it should be used respon-
sibly, ensuring that its benefits
are maximized while its dangers
are minimized. Without proper
intervention, the consequences
could be catastrophic, leading
to a generation lost in the chaos
of digital addiction, moral cor-
ruption, and psychological dev-

astation.

In the past, using bad lan-
guage was considered misbe-
haviour and was frowned upon.
However, nowadays, people
often begin their conversa-
tions with swear words. Many
even use vulgar language as a
way to appear “fun” or “cool”.
This shift can be attributed to
certain programs and shows
that normalize the use of such
language. As a result, people,
especially younger generations,
get influenced by these trends
and start using inappropriate
words in their everyday lives.
The constant exposure to these
shows that encourage bad lan-
guage leads to the glorification
of such behaviour without con-
sidering the negative impact it
has on society. This influence
can degrade societal values and
promote unhealthy communica-
tion habits.

Such content, if not critically
assessed, continues to thrive,
shaping the way individuals
speak and behave in social set-
tings. It’s crucial for us to under-
stand the long-term effects these
shows have on our culture and
how they can alter the social
norms we follow.

We are living in an era where
the digital world has significantly
influenced human thinking and
understanding. Smartphones
and social media platforms
have introduced a new perspec-
tive where fame and publicity
have become the ultimate goal.
People, in their quest to go viral
and earn money, engage in
actions that shake their very
identity.

Platforms like TikTok and sim-
ilar applications have become
widely used today, where indi-
viduals, in pursuit of views and
likes, make a mockery of their
own dignity and existence.
Despite being a unique creation,
humans often get inspired by
this fake era instead of recog-
nizing their true qualities. Every
person possesses some special
talent, but when they fail to
exercise their inherent abilities,
they get suppressed.

Today’s trends are filled
with practices where removing
clothes is considered fashion,
and people exhibit their bodies
under the pretext of earning
money. The question arises-
does this bring real happiness?
Is gaining fame the true essence
of joy? Deep down, individuals
remain restless because they
have lost their true identity.

Instead of being influenced by

this fake era, we should focus
on recognizing our true quali-
ties, nurturing our talents, and
enhancing our capabilities. Navi-
gating the digital world wisely
while preserving our authentic
identity is the real success.

The Influence of Fantasy Worlds
on Real-Life Aspirations:

Many fantasy series create
scenarios that deeply influence
people, drawing them into a
world that does not exist. These
fictional universes often depict
magical powers, supernatural
beings, or utopian societies,
which captivate audiences and
make them momentarily forget
the realities of their own lives.
While such escapism can be
entertaining and even inspiring,
it becomes problematic when
individuals lose sight of their
real goals and immerse them-
selves too deeply in an illusion-
ary world.

The danger lies in the fact that
some individuals start prioritiz-
ing these fictional worlds over
reality. They may detach from
their responsibilities, neglect
their ambitions, and fail to
engage with the real challenges
of life. This obsession can hinder
personal growth and progress,
as they become more invested
in an unattainable fantasy rather
than striving for real-world
achievements.

However, when approached
correctly, fantasy can also have
a positive impact. It fosters cre-
ativity, enhances imagination,
and even provides motivation
to pursue dreams in the real
world. Many great innovations
and artistic works have been
inspired by fictional concepts.
The key is to maintain a bal-
ance—enjoying fantasy as a form
of entertainment while remain-
ing grounded in reality.

Ultimately, while fantasy
worlds can provide an escape,
they should never replace the
real world. True success and ful-
fillment come from facing real
challenges, setting meaning-
ful goals, and working towards
them. Fictional stories should
serve as inspiration, not a sub-
stitute for real-life aspirations.

The Impact of Artificial
Intelligence on Human Identity
and Health:

Human beings are unique
creatures, and no one can truly
replace them. Each person has
their own essence, emotions,
and experiences that define
their identity. However, we are
witnessing a rapidly advancing
shift with the rise of artificial
intelligence (AI). Robots are
now being brought in to per-
form human tasks, with some
even being granted citizenship.
Originally, technology like Al
and robotics was designed to
ease human life by automating
repetitive tasks and making pro-
cesses more efficient. But, with
these advancements, an impor-
tant question arises: Is humanity
slowly losing its essence?

The integration of robots and
Al into roles traditionally held
by humans has led to concerns
about identity. Are we, by cre-
ating machines that replicate
human capabilities, erasing
the very qualities that make
us human? The idea of build-
ing “duplicates” of ourselves
through machines could poten-
tially signal a loss of human
uniqueness. Is this shift a warn-
ing sign that we are drifting fur-
ther away from what makes us
human, losing ourselves in the
process of making life easier?

In addition to the existen-
tial questions surrounding Al,
there has also been a noticeable
increase in diseases in recent
years. In the past, many of the ill-
nesses we see today were far less
prevalent. What has changed?
One significant factor could be
our over-reliance on technology
and convenience. As our lives
become more automated and
everything—from shopping to
work—becomes available with
the click of a button, we have
become less physically and men-
tally engaged. Online shopping,
food delivery, remote working,
and entertainment without
effort are all examples of how
technology has transformed our
daily routines. While these con-
veniences may seem harmless,
they have profound effects on
both our mental and physical
health.

Mental health, in particular,
has been affected by the ease
and convenience of modern
life. The reliance on technology
can lead to feelings of isolation,
lack of real-world social interac-
tion, and increased stress due
to information overload. Simi-
larly, physical health is suffering
as we spend more time sitting
in front of screens and less time
engaging in physical activities.
Obesity, stress, and other life-
style-related diseases are on the
rise, and these issues were not
as widespread in earlier times
when human life was more
active and manual.

As we become more depen-
dent on technology to simplify
our lives, we must take a step
back and reflect on the conse-
quences. The balance between
convenience and health is deli-
cate. The easier we make our
lives, the more we risk losing
our connection to the physical
world and to one another. It’s
crucial to consider how these
advancements are reshaping
not only our identity as human
beings but also the overall well-
being of society.

Conclusion:

Modern technology has
brought both advantages and
challenges to today’s generation.
While it has improved educa-
tion, communication, and job
opportunities, it has also led to
addiction, mental health prob-
lems, and privacy risks. The key
is to use technology wisely—bal-
ancing its benefits while mini-
mizing its negative effects.

You need an environment if you want to develop your communication skills

SAHIL MANZOOR

here are a number of basic

I things through which we can

develop our vocabulary.

Itis simple: if we want to become
a public speaker, an effective moti-
vator, an educator, or a councillor,
we need a gallery of knowledge.
Sometimes it works that we have
little knowledge by titbits and can
make things to some extent, but
the thing is that to motivate a gath-
ering or an individual, we need gal-
lery knowledge and must have the
basic knowledge about what we are
going to deliver.

Today, the competition level is
quite high among the learners. Pri-
mary school-going students have
good communication skills, which

they have developed from their
environment, like friends, family,
school teachers, etc. Teachers play
an important role in developing a
number of languages among the
learners at the school level. No
doubt, mother language plays an
immense role in inducing a gallery
of knowledge in a very simple and
proper way. Complex concepts
can be taught in a very simple
and effective way in the mother
tongue. One thing that must be
known to us is that in educational
institutes there is a vast diversity
of culture; different languages are
being spoken by students. So we
are giving importance to certain
languages like Urdu and English
that are commonly understood
by an impressive average rate of
students.

It takes students almost 6 years
to get admission to 1st grade, as
per NEP-2020 (national education
policy). So the teachers are sup-
posed to admit into first class a stu-
dent who is 6 years old. During his
or her primary schooling, students

spend most of the time playing dif-
ferent games and learning things
through play-based methods like
learning A to Z, counting, and Urdu
letters through rhymes. Rhymes
are very important for the stu-
dents in pre-primary and primary
school, as rhymes develop their
vocabulary and fluency. Repeat-
ing rhyming words or other study
material always helps students to
a certain extent. Even teachers
should keep one day a week for
basic things for the students at the
secondary and higher secondary
levels.

Basic things I mean here to give
them different questions from all
the subjects, like English, math-
ematics, science, Urdu, Kashmi-
ri, etc. The test paper should be
student-friendly, and conceptual
things should be touchable. Stu-
dents who are clear on the basics
are feeling good at their own level.
When the basics are not clear, stu-
dents are baftled and lack interest
and confidence as well. For learn-
ing, there is no age bar at any level;

we can see what we are lacking and
what we need to improve.

If we see the trend today, most
people are emphasising commu-
nication skills and the English lan-
guage. No doubt, communication
skills are very necessary, and we
have to improve with every passing
day. At the same time, we have to
keep in mind that there are people
who are talented, have hold, and
are real gems, but unfortunately,
they lack hold on English and are
weak in communication skills. So
for me, we have to give time to
those who are real gems in our
country and provide them with
what they deserve. After that, they
will accumulate the basics, like the
English language and good com-
munication skills.

This is not fair that at the time
of the interview, interviewers are
considering communication skills,
holding on to language, etc. The
country needs dedicated, talented
youth for the basic things they will
develop later on with each pass-
ing day. Such things develop them-

selves; they need an environment
where we get such company that
they will teach you unintentionally.

How can we improve our com-
munication skills, and we demand
the time from us?

For every learner, book reading
is vital and can play a great role.
Book reading develops our vocabu-
lary and continuously adds new
words to our minds. Book read-
ing builds our level of confidence
and keeps us updated. So it is up
to you; you have to prioritise your
demands accordingly. You can
register at a public library, where
you get books. If we are financial-
ly sound, you can create a mini
library at home. Selected books
can be kept there. Reading books
improves your skills and enhances
your knowledge. Reading habits
develop a number of things for
you, like the power of understand-
ing what a sentence explains. We
should read a question or any
other material a number of times
for better understanding.

Sahilmanzoor0401@gmail.com
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JKLCU Meets Cabinet Minister Satish Sharma at Civil
Secretariat Jammu, Submits Memorandum

Demands Regularization of services, Provide us salary atleast according to Minimum Wages Act and Pension after retirement.

B HT News Network

Jammu, Fri,28 Feb. - A delegation
of the Jammu Kashmir Lamberdars
Chowkidars Union (JKLCU), led by
its Chairman Mukesh Parihar Sara-
zimet Cabinet Minister Satish Shar-
ma at the Civil Secretariat, Jammu.
The minister holds key portfolios,
including Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs, Transport, Science &
Technology, Information Technol-
ogy, Youth Services & Sports, and
ARI & Training.

During the meeting, the union
submitted amemorandum demand-
ing the Demands Regularization of

services, Provide us salary atleast
according to Minimum Wages Act,
Pension after retirement, emphasiz-
ing the urgent need for fair wages,
social security and better working
conditions for Lamberdars and
Chowkidars across Jammu & Kash-
mir.Chairman Mukesh Parihar
stressed that despite theirincreasing
responsibilities inrural administra-
tion, Lamberdars and Chowkidars
continue to receive inadequate
wages and lack essential benefits.
He urged the government to take
immediate steps to ensure financial
stability, social protection, and due
recognition for this workforce.The

discussionalso covered key concerns

suchasjob stability, pension benefits,

and additional welfare measures to
improve their standard of living. The
union members appealed to the
minister for urgentinterventionand
policy reforms to safeguard their
rights.Several unionrepresentatives
were partofthe delegationincluding
Ravi Kumar & Mohd Isaq General
Secretary, Anil Kumar Anchal Katoch
and collectively reiterated their
demand for prompt government
action on the issues raised.JKLCU
Meets Cabinet Minister Satish Shar-
ma at Civil Secretariat Jammu, Sub-
mits Memorandum

Demands Regularization of ser-
vices, Provide us salary atleast

according to Minimum Wages Act
and Pension after retirement.

Jammu, Fri,28 Feb. - A delegation
of the Jammu Kashmir Lamberdars
Chowkidars Union (JKLCU), led by
its Chairman Mukesh Parihar Sara-
zimet Cabinet Minister Satish Shar-
ma at the Civil Secretariat, Jammu.
The minister holds key portfolios,
including Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs, Transport, Science &
Technology, Information Technol-
ogy, Youth Services & Sports, and
ARI & Training.

During the meeting, the union
submitted amemorandum demand-
ing the Demands Regularization.

38 Women get certificates on completion of

Tailoring course conducted by RSETI Ramban

B HT News Network

RAMBAN, FEBRUARY 28:
SBIRural Self Employment
Training Institute (RSETI)
Ramban awarded certifi-
cates to 38 trainees from
two batches of the Wom-
en’sTailoring Training Pro-
gram successfully com-
pleted at Ramban. The
initiative aims to empow-
er women by equipping
them with professional
tailoring skills, enabling
themtobecome self-reliant
entrepreneurs.

The event was graced by
Branch Manager State Bank
ofIndia, Sachin Kumar,as
the Chief Guest. In his
address, he congratulated

the trainees on their
achievement and encour-
aged them to use their
newly acquired skills to
starttheirownbusinesses,
become financially inde-
pendent,and contribute to
the local economy.
Presiding over the func-

tion, Director, RSETI S.
Harvinder Singh, applaud-
ed the efforts of the train-
ees and emphasized the
importance of vocational
training in fostering self-
employment opportuni-
ties.He urged themto take
advantage of financial

assistance programs such
as PMEGP, Mudra Yojana
and HADPtoestablish their
own tailoring businesses.

The program concluded
with the signature RSETI
Claps, symbolizing encour-
agement and support for
the newly trained women
entrepreneurs. The par-
ticipants expressed their
gratitude to SBIRSETIRam-
ban for providing them
with valuable training,
promising to utilize their
skills effectively for eco-
nomic growth. The event
wasgraced by BranchMan-
ager State Bank of India,
Sachin Kumar, as the Chief
Guest. In his address, he
congratulated the trainees
on their achievement.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
JAMMU AND KASHMIR SERVICES SELECTION BOARD

CPO Chowk, Panijtirthi, Jammu/ZamZam Complex Rambagh, Srinagar

NOTICE

Subject: Instructions for submission of application forms for the advertised posts.

The J&K Services Selection Board, vide Advertisement Notification No. 02 0f2025 dated 27.02.2025, has advertised 292 posts of
Junior Engineer (Electrical) fromvarious corporations of Power Development Department for inviting application fromeligible
candidates,whoareinpossession of avalid Domicile Certificate.Theaspirans can submittheapplicationformsthroughtheonline
portal ofJKSSB. The following detail are given as under :

Submission of Application Forms Last Date for receiving Fee Online

08.03.2025 (12:00 AM) to 08.03.2025 (12:00 AM) to 07.04.2025 (11 :59
07.04.2025 (11 :59 PM) PM)

The necessary instructions for filling up of online applications in this regard are asunder:

1) Candidates are required to apply through online mode only, by accessing thewebsite of JKSSB www.jkssb.nic.in. No other
means/mode of applicationwill be accepted.

2) All the candidates shall be required to register on the Portal by clicking on'Log-in (Apply on Various Postsytab available on the
Board website.

3) Candidates are required to have a valid e-mail ID and Mobile Number forregistering by clicking on “New User / Sign Up” and
creating login credentials.The same shall be validated using OTP (One Time Password) basedverification on e-mail and if the
verification code is not working, the candidatesare required to resend the verification code for account activation by clickingon
"“Get Activation Code”.

4) Candidates are advised to use their username only generated whileregistration of their application form or received with the
account activationmail instead of their e-mail ID.

After registering/creating login credentials, the candidates shall complete theirOTR (One-Time Registration) form. After the
completion of OTR form, thecandidates shall click on 'Active Advertisement’ tab and then clic on'Apply' tab for submitting the
application form for the advertised posts.

6) The candidates shall carefully fill in all correct information in variouscolumns and click on 'SAVE & CONTINUE',

7) A recent and clear passport size Photograph with white background of thecandidate shall be uploaded with following
specifications:

> Size of Photograph (Max size-20 KB to 50 KB) ( Ht.X Wd=4.5 X 3.5 cms).

8) A clear Signature of the candidate shall be uploaded with followingspecifications:> Size of Signature (Max size- 10 KB to 20K
B) (Ht.X Wd=1.5X 3.5 cms).

9) Avalid Category Certificate shall be uploaded with the followingspecifications: (Max size- 100KB in pdf format).

10) The candidate shall ensure that all the required fields are filled UPwith correct information, before final submission of the
applicationform.Oncesubmitted, the Application Form cannot beedited by the candidates. They shall be personally responsible
for filling the details in the online application form and theinformation/details furnished by the candidates shall be treated

as final for the purpose of determining the eligibility/claims of thecandidates. No claim on account of wrong/non-filling of
information shall be entertained subsequently. Benefits related tocategory, weightage etc. shall be claimed only in case of
possession of a valid, within the date certificate to this effect andno such claim shall be entertained at any subsequent stage.
11) Candidate's Application will not be considered if fee is not paid for thatapplication. Fees shall be paid only bY Net banking/
DebitCard/UPI/Credit Card Options:

After successful completion of the form, the candidates shallbe shown "Pay Now" link for making the online applicationfee
payment. Candidates are advised to check the status ofthe fee as'Submitted’ on their dashboard

The options will be available after clicking on Pay Now link.

Candidate can pay using Net banking, Debit Card, UPI,

Credit Card, as Online Payment options.

In case of “Payment Failure/Pending”, candidates are

advised toimmediately contact their respective banks well

before the cut-off date.

12) No hard copy or print out of the application formis required to besubmitted by the candidates, except at the stage of DV, only
in respect ofthe shortlisted candidates, after the conclusion of the examination

DIPK-12497/24
Date: Feb28, 2025

Sd/
(Atul kumar ) JKAS
Secretary JK SERVICES SELECTION BOARD
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Healthy Baby competition organized at

Doda to promote child d

B HT News Network

DODA, FEBRUARY 28: District Pro-
gramme Officer ICDS (Poshan), in
collaboration with the District
Administration Doda, organized a
Healthy Baby Competition today at
TownHallDoda, under the IECinitia-
tive, "Healthy Children Make a
Healthy Nation."

Deputy Commissioner (DC) Har-
vinder Singh- the Chief Guest inau-
gurated the eventand inspected stalls
set up toraise awareness about child
health and nutrition.

The DCemphasized the criticalrole
of Anganwadi workersin shaping the
early yearsof childhood development.
He urged them to act as foster moth-
ers,ensuring the physicaland mental
well-being ofthe children under their
care. He also highlighted the impor-
tance of fostering cognitive skills,

t

r mnﬂﬁ"/’g
S

including decision-making abilities
and presence of mind, to prepare
children for a bright future.

As part of the event, certificates
were distributed among Anganwadi
workers, acknowledging their dedi-
cated service.dditionally, books were
distributed to children, encouraging

early learning and development.

The event was attended by the
District Programme Officer ICDS
Paramjeet Singh, CEO Doda Moham-
mad Hafiz, EOMCDodaRaviParihar,
CDPOs, supervisors, Anganwadi
workers, helpers, childrens and oth-
ers.

KVK Samba organises monthly officers’ workshop

B HT News Network

SAMBA, FEBRUARY 28: Krishi
Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Samba under
the aegis of Sher-e-Kashmir Univer-
sity of Agricultural Sciences and
Technology-Jammu (SKUAST-])
organised the monthly officers’ work-
shop here today.

The workshop was attended by a
number of extension officers from
across the District and organised
under the stewardship of Vice Chan-
cellor, Prof. B.N. Tripathi and Director
Extension, Prof. Amrish Vaid of
SKUAST-Jammu.

Chief Scientist and Head KVK Prof.
Sanjay Khajuria coordinated the
workshop. Hediscussed various field

timely and efficient management of
different field problems by the farm-
ers. Healsodiscussed natural farm-
ing and stressed on the adoption of
cluster approach for the economic
development of rural areas. He also
spoke on the SHGs/FPOs formation
and food processing. He highlighted
the formulation and use of biopesti-
cides, biofuncides and biofertilizers

in the organic crops. He added that
natural farming can reduce the cost
of cultivation and can play a signifi-
cant role in enhancing the income
and employmentamong the farmers.

Professor Fruit Science SKUAST
Jammu Dr. Aakash Sharmadiscussed
the commercial cultivation of fruits
and encouraged the farmers to go for
the scientific cultivation. He also
discussed in detail the organic treat-
ment of various insects-pests in
various crops.

Professor, Plant Physiology SKUAST
Jammu Dr. Bhav Kumar Sinha spoke
on the advance technologies in agri-
cultural/horticultural crops. He
stressed on eco-friendly practices so
as to produce safe and healthy prod-
ucts.

GCOE Jammu organizes one-day awareness
workshop on "Three New Criminal Laws”

B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 28: Psycho-
logical Counselling Cell of Govern-
ment College of Education (GCOE),
Jammu organized aOne-Day Aware-
ness Workshop on"Three New Crim-
inal Laws".

Inheropening remarks, the College
Principal Dr. Jyoti Parihar, empha-
sized the significance of such aware-
ness programs in equipping educa-

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

chokedar hassubmitted case

kreeri

that no objection shall be entertained.

1st Class KREERI

PUBLIC NOTICE
TheRegistrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer Wagoora)/

toBirth FATIMAJAVID D/OJAVID AHMADSOFI R/OMIRANGUND
Tehsil BARAMULLA Distt. Baramulla having verified the date of Birth
as 23/06/2022 and event has been shown to be occured at SDH
for issuance of delay order .In this connection .
if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of Birth
certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07 days, after

Executive Magistrate

tors, students, and professionals with
updated legal knowledge.

The workshop aimed to provide
in-depthknowledge and understand-
ing of the newly enacted criminal
laws and their implications on legal
proceedings and public administra-
tion.The eventbegan with the formal
welcome address presented by Dr.
Ambica Kumari, Convenor Psycho-
logical Counselling Cell and HOD
Psychology.

The Resource Person was Farha

file pertaining chokedar

TheRegistrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer Wagoora)/
hassubmitted
toBirth MOHAMMAD ANEESDAR S/O WASEEM AHMADDAR R/O
DEVDRANGEN Tehsil TANGMARAG Distt. Baramulla having verified
the date of Birth as 29/08/2022 and event has been shown to be
occured atSDH kreeri forissuance of delay order .Inthis connection
. if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of Birth
certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07 days, after
that no objection shall be entertained.

Nishat, Dy. SP Headquarters Jammu.
She shared valuable insights on law
enforcement perspectivesregarding
the new legal framework. Tehsildar
Jammu Paramjeet Singh highlighted
the administrative and procedural
aspects of the legal reforms. , Sr. PO
DPO Nitish Sharmaelaborated on the
prosecutorial and judicial implica-
tions of these legislative changes.

The event concluded withaformal
vote of thanks by Dr. Sonam Gando-
tra, HOD ICT.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

case file pertaining

Executive Magistrate
1st Class KREERI
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cation, about their legal rights and

for children held at Ganderbal

Legal awareness program held

B HT News Network

GANDERBAL, FEBRUARY 28: Legal
Services Unit for Children (LSUC),
Ganderbal, under the aegis of the
District Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) Ganderbal, organized a legal
awareness program for children at
Town Hall Ganderbal, today.

The event was conducted in col-
laboration with the Social Welfare
Department Ganderbal, Child Welfare
Committee Ganderbal and the District
Child Protection Office Ganderbal.

The program, held under the super-
vision of Abdul Nasir, Chairman DLSA
Ganderbal aimed to educate children,
including those with disabilities,
transgender children, and children
rescued from trafficking, child mar-
riage, child abuse, and denial of edu-

protections.

The initiative also sought to pro-
mote socialinclusionamong vulner-
able children affected by sexual abuse,
trafficking, HIV/AIDS, child marriage,
and other forms of exploitation.

On the occasion, Shubana, Chair-
person, Child Welfare Committee
(CWC) Ganderbal, emphasized that
the primary objective of the program
istoraise awareness among the gen-
eral public, particularly children,
about their rights and protections.
She underscored the importance of
educating children about the mech-
anisms for their protection fromabuse
and exploitation.

She provided valuable insights on
how to identify and report cases of
child abuse, emphasizing the critical
role of the community in preventing

and responding to child abuse. She
also highlighted the procedures for
reporting suspected cases of child

abuse and the support services avail-
able to victims.
Advocate Sajid Irfan, Deputy Legal

Aid Defense Counsel (Member, LSUC)
Ganderbal, delivered an informative
session on the various laws related
tochildren. He comprehensively high-
lighted the rights of children in pro-
tectingand promoting their welfare.
He also threw light on key legisla-
tion, including the Juvenile Justice
(CareandProtection of Children)Act,
2015, the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012,
and the Right to Education Act, 2009.
He explained the provisions and safe-
guardsenshrinedinthese laws, which
aim to ensure the care, protection,
and development of children.
Advocate Burjeena Hamid, Mem-
ber, Legal Services Unit for Children
(LSUC) Ganderbal, delivered a com-
prehensive presentation on child
rights and child abuse.
ShahbazHamid, from District Child

Protection Officer (DCPU), Ganderbal,
highlighted the crucial role of the
Child Help Line in providing assis-
tance to children in need of care and
protection.

The program was attended by
members of Legal Services Unit for
Children (LSUC) Ganderbal, officials
of Social Welfare Department, Gan-
derbal, Child Welfare Committee,
Ganderbal, District Child Protection
Office, Ganderbal, PAALASH Kangan,
PAREESHA Ganderbal and children
from PAALASH Kangan, PAREESHA
Ganderbal and other participants.
She provided valuable insights on
how to identify and report cases of
child abuse,emphasizing the critical
role of the community in preventing
and responding to child abuse. She
also highlighted the procedures for
reporting suspected cases of child.

BBBP. NMBA Action Plans discussed,
finalised for implementation at Shopian

DC calls for conducting collaborative, extensive mega awareness campaigns

B HT News Network

SHOPIAN, FEBRUARY 28: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Shopian, Shishar
Gupta today chaired a meeting of
concerned officers for effectiveimple-
mentation of Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
(BBBP) and Nasha Mukhta Bharat
Abhiyaan(NMBA)in the district dur-
ing the ongoing year year.

Nodal Officer, DSWO Shopian on
the occasion apprised about the cal-
endar of IEC activities with diverse
range of activities and put forth the
same for implementation.

DCsoughteffective and result ori-
ented action from stakeholders on
both these themesand instructed for
conduct of collaborative and exten-
sive mega awareness campaigns
across the district.

Healsodirected weekly reports of
Drug Control inspection of pharma-
cies while directing for enhanced
inspections of pharmacies across the

district.Collaborative, extensive
awareness campaigns by Education,
Social Welfare, Health, NRLM and
DLSA and others were emphasized
for better results in terms of aware-
ness and impact.

The meeting was attended by ADC,

Dr.Zakir Hussain Faaz; ACR, CEO,
CMO, DIO, STO,DSWO, CDPO, DYSSO,
Drug Control Officer, DPM, NRLM,
Co-ordinator SHEW, Representative
of DLSA among other concerned. The
meeting was attended by ADC, Dr.
Zakir Hussain Faaz.

Meeting to review Price Control & Quality
Checking held at Bandipora

B HT News Network

BANDIPORA, FEBRUARY
28: On the directions of
Deputy Commissioner
Bandipora, Manzoor
Ahmad Qadri, the Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner (ADC) Bandipora,
Zaffar Husson Shawl, on
Friday chaired a meeting
to review measures for
price control and quality
checking in the district.

The meeting aimed to
ensure availability of
essential commodities,

consumers.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Sub-Divisional Mag-
istrate Sumbal, Assistant
Commissioner Develop-
ment, ChiefMedical Officer
(CMO), Tehsildars and rep-
resentatives fromthe Legal
Metrology, Food Safety,
and FCS&CA departments.

SDM Sumbal and Tehsil-
dars from Sumbal subdivi-
sion also attended the
meeting through virtual
mode. The ADC empha-
sized the importance of
effective coordination
among various depart-
ments to address these

maintaining quality stan-
dards,and preventingadul-
teration of essentialsinthe
market, with a particular
focus on the month of
Ramadan.

The ADCemphasized the
importance of effective
coordination among vari-
ousdepartmentstoaddress
these concernsand ensure

that the public has access
toessentials, food items at
reasonable prices.

He stressed the need to
maintain high-quality
standards and prevent
price hikes during the
month of Ramadan.

On the occasion market
checking teams were also
constituted comprising

representatives from the
Revenue Department, Food
Safety, Legal Metrology,
FCS&CA, and the Police.
The ADC directed the
concerned toensure regu-
lar market checking
besides assured that strict
monitoring and vigilant
checks will be conducted
to prevent exploitation of

concerns and ensure that
the public has access to
essentials, food items at
reasonable prices.

He stressed the need to
maintain high-quality
standards and prevent
price hikes during the
month of Ramadan.

RPHQ Baramulla hosts thrilling
skiing competition at Gulmarg

B HT News Network

BaramullaFebruary 28: To promote sportsmanship,

MLA Bandipora Calls for Prioritizing
Public Welfare and Ensuring
Uninterrupted Essential Services

ACS Education inspects exam
centres of class Xl in Srinagar,

community engagement, and healthy activities among
the youth, Range Police Headquarters Baramulla suc-
cessfully organized a one-day skiing competition at
Gulmarg, attracting nearly 50 enthusiastic participants
from all districts of North Kashmir. The competition
witnessed enthusiastic participation from students and
locals, who showcased their skiing skills on the slopes of
Gulmarg. The event was a wonderful example of how
the community comes together to celebrate not just
sports but the spirit of unity, resilience, and collaboration.
The event was attended by distinguished guests includ-
ing Chief guest DIG North Kashmir Range Shri Magsood
UlZaman-IPS, SSP Baramulla Shri Gurinder Pal Singh-IPS,
officers of Gulmarg development authority, Tourism
department and Youth Services & sports etc. Speaking
on the occasion, DIG North Kashmir Shri Magsood Ul
Zaman-IPS extended warmest welcome to the honour-
able guests, participants, supporters, volunteers, and
spectators. He emphasized the importance of commu-
nity engagement, sportsmanship, and healthy activities,
stating that such events help build trustand collaboration
between police and the public. RPHQ Baramulla pledged
to continue organizing such events throughout the year,
including cricket, football, and volleyball tournaments.
The event concluded with thedistribution of prizesamong
the winners and a vote of thanks to the organizing team,
participants, and supporting staff.

Police busts sheep theft gangin
Shopian, recovers stolen livestock

B HT News Network

February 28: Police in Shopian cracked multiple sheep
theft cases bringing relief to affected families and recov-
ered stolen live stock.The residents of Heegund Batpora,
Ayend Rawalpora and Ramnagri had reported theft
incidents involving dozens of stolen sheep causing pan-
icin the area. Consequently, FIR No. 03/2025 at PS Heer-
pora and FIR Nos. 21/2025, 23/2025, and 31/2025 at PS
Shopian were registered and investigations were initi-
ated.To expedite the investigation and recover the stolen
livestock, a Special Investigation Team (SIT) was consti-
tuted by SSP Shopian comprising officers from PS Shop-
ianand PS Heerpora under the supervision of DySP Hqrs
Shopian. The team questioned multiple suspects and
analysed CCTV footage from various routes eventually
identifying and apprehending the culprits besides mak-
ing recovery of dozens of stolen sheep. The arrested
individual have been identified as Tarig Ahmad Dar son
of Gh Hassan resident of Raiwatan Aasnoor, Kulgam,
Nissar Ahmad Malla son of Gh Rasool Malla resident of
Wazir Check, Imam Sahib, Shopian .
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appreciates arrangements

B HT News Network

Bandipora, February 28:
MLA Bandipora, Nizamuddin
Bhat has urged authorities to
prioritize public welfare and
ensure the efficient manage-
ment of essential services,
particularly uninterrupted
electricity and water supply.
Emphasizing accountability
and transparency in gover-
nance, he stressed that the
public must receive the ser-
vices they rightfully deserve
without unnecessary delays or
bureaucratic hurdles.

Bhatspoke tothe ChiefEngi-
neerof PDD and requested that
electricity connections of poor
households not be discon-
nected during the holy month
of Ramzan.He highlighted the

struggles of poorlaborers dur-
ing winter, noting that many
face difficulties in paying their
electricity bills due to a lack of
work.To provide relief, at least
for this month, he suggested
allowing easy installment-
based payments for defaulters.

Additionally, he made aspe-
cial appeal for
Chuntawari,Benilipora Aloosa
stressing the urgent need for
power restoration in the area,

which has been experiencing
outages for several days.To
address the issue, he directed
the Executive Engineer of PDD
Bandiporatoensure theimme-
diaterestoration of electricity,
particularly inview of the holy
month.Furthermore, MLA Ban-
dipora condemned the politi-
cization of welfare and essen-
tial services.He urged officers
toserve the people with sincer-
ity rather than misleading
them and reminded them of
their duty to address public
grievances with dedication.He
called for a governance
approach that prioritizes pub-
licconcernsover political inter-
ests, ensuring that essential
services remain accessible to
all, especially during the holy
month of Ramzan.

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 28: Addi-

tional Chief Secretary (ACS), Educa-
tion, Shantmanu, today visited
different schoolsin Srinagar district
andinspected several examination
centres of class XI and reviewed
the facilities being provided to the
students there.

During the inspection, the Addi-

tional Chief Secretary wasaccom-
panied by Director School Educa-
tion, Kashmir, Dr. G N Itoo, who
briefed him about the arrange-
ments made by the departmentin
connection with the ongoing
examinations for class XI.

While inspecting the examina-

tion centre at Girls Higher Second-
ary School Kothibagh, the ACS
interacted with the students and
enquired about the examination

Tf

papers and other facilities being
provided to them.

The Additional Chief Secretary
expressed satisfaction over the
arrangements made by the School
Education Department at the
examination centres. He directed
all the school heads to make ade-
quate heatingarrangementsin the
examination halls in view of the
inclement weather in the region.

Financial Commissioner visited IUST

B HT News Network

Awantipora, Feb. 28: A special interac-
tion program was held at the Islamic
University of Science and Technology
(IUST), Shri Shantmanu (IAS), Financial
Commissioner (Addl. Chief Secretary)
Higher Education Department, UT of
Jammu and Kashmir, as the Chief Guest.
Prof. Sheikh Ajaz Bashir, Director, UT of
Jammu and Kashmir, was also present.

The program was attended by univer-
sity officials, including Registrar, Dean
AcademicAffairs,Dean Research, Finance
Officer, Controller of Examinations, all
Deans of Schools, Dean of Students, Dean
Outreach, Director CIED, Director IT&SS,
Director DIQA, and various Heads of
Departments. The delegates toured [UST’s
state-of-the-artlabsand facilities, gaining
first-handinsightinto theinfrastructure
supporting the university’sacademicand

research endeavours.

Addressing the gathering, Shri Shant-
manuemphasized the need foreducation
that not only prepares students for the
future but also fosters a sense of giving

backtosociety. He expressed satisfaction
with TUST’s remarkable progress and
assured his continued support for the
university’s future growth and initiatives.

Prof. Shakil Ahmad Romshoo, Vice

Chancellor of IUST, highlighted the uni-
versity’sresearch and academicachieve-
ments. He elaborated on the institution’s
pioneering initiatives aligned with the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
focusing on skillenhancement programs,
innovation, entrepreneurship, and mul-
tidisciplinary education. He also intro-
duced the ‘One University One Data’
initiative aimed at enhancing data man-
agementand institutional efficiency. The
event concluded with a vote of thanks
proposed by Dr. Asifa Baba, Dean of Stu-
dents. The session was skilfully moder-
ated by Dr. Farhana Alia. Addressing the
gathering, Shri Shantmanu emphasized
the need for education that not only pre-
pares students for the future but also
fosters a sense of giving back to society.
He expressed satisfaction with IUST’s
remarkable progress and assured his
continued support for the university’s
future growth and initiatives.
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Javed Rana holds public outreach camp; assures
time bound redressal of public grievances

T TWECCOME TOT TR
DISTRICT POONCH '

B HT News Network

MENDHAR, (POONCH) FEBRUARY
28: Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest,
Ecology & Environment and Tribal
Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana, today
conducted a mega public outreach
campat Mendhar, where alarge num-
ber of delegations and individuals
apprised himoftheirissuesand con-
cerns.During the camp, aimed at
assessing the development scenario
of the area, the Minister listened to
the concerns raised by the locals
regarding water supply, healthcare
services, implementation of Forest
Rights Act, PMAY-G and Tribal welfare
among others.Additionally, the del-
egations highlighted demands for
improved road connectivity and
Eklavya Model Residential Schools
aswellasotherdevelopmental needs.

The Minister assured the delega-
tions that all their issues would be
addressed in a time bound manner,
emphasising the government's focus
ondelivering services at the people's

doorsteps.“We are deeply dedicated
todeliver effective governance while
ensuring that public grievances are
addressed on priority,” asserted the
Minister.Rana highlighted several
key initiatives being taken by the
government, including measures to
provide safe drinking water to every
household, implementation of Forest
Rights Act, resolvingissues of tribals,
improved healthcare and betterroad
connectivity among others. He also
underscored the importance of

engaging withthe grassrootstoiden-
tify and resolve problems effectively.

During the outreach program, the
Minister issued specific directions to
theline departments for swiftaction
on critical issues, including timely
preparation of Detailed Project
Reports (DPRs) for enhanced execu-
tion of works. He also asked the Irri-
gation, Flood Control and Forest
Departments to prioritise water and
soil conservation, emphasising the
importance of rainwater harvesting.

DC B’pora chairs DCC| DLRC meeting for
Quarter ending December

B HT News Network

BANDIPORA, FEBRUARY
28: The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Bandipora,
Manzoor Ahmad Qadri
today chaired District Con-
sultative Committee (DCC)/
DistrictLevel Review Com-
mittee (DLRC) meeting for
the December quarter of
FY 2024-25 at the Confer-
ence Hall of Mini Secre-
tariat, Bandipora.

LDM Bandipora, Sha-
meem Ahmad Haji briefed
the chair regarding the
performance of banks in
both priority and non-
priority sectors, as well as
the progress of various
beneficiary-oriented social
security schemes.

During the meeting, the
DC urged all stakeholders
to work on addressing the

challenges and bottlenecks
affecting the performance
of banks in the district. He
also emphasized the
importance of improving
coordinationbetweenline
departments and banks to
address these issues.
During the meeting, it
wasinformed that the Dis-
trict has achieved 46% of
ACP (FY 24-25) in three

b AWy,

quarters by disbursing an
amount of Rs779.10 crores
againstthetargetof1691.29
crores, with both sectors
priority and non-priority
contributing equally with
priority sector showing
achievement of Rs 394
croresand non priority sec-
torrecording achievement
of 385 crores.

On the occasion, the DC

directed all the banks to
ensure achievement of
100% against the allocated
target by March end. He
Further urged the banks
and departments to
improve the creditinall 29
schemes under HADP
scheme.

Qadri further directed
allbanks and departments
tovigorously participatein
jansuraksha campaign for
mobilizing more applica-
tions under social security
schemes with the help of
all resources available for
100% achievement.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, ADDC urged for 100%
coverage of active KCC for
issuance of KCC smart
cards, and all banks were
directed toreportthe prog-
ress and make strategy for
its saturation.

DC reviews implementation of RDD
Sector schemes in Kishtwar District

MLA Anantnag West lays foundation stone for
Bridge over Nallah Sandran at Damjan

B HT News Network

KISHTWAR, FEBRUARY 28: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Kishtwar, Rajesh
Kumar Shavanon Friday conveneda cru-
cial meeting with officers from the
Department of Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj to review the implemen-
tation of various flagship schemes, includ-
ing the Aspirational Block Development
Program (ABDP), Aspirational Panchayat
Development Program (APDP), MGN-
REGA, PMAY-G, SBM-G, Awaas Plus Sur-
vey, and other key initiatives.

At the outset of the meeting, Assistant
Commissioner Development Phulail Singh
gave adetailed presentation onthe devel-
opment schemes, including physical and
financial progress achieved at the block
level.

The meetingalso covered the procure-
ment status of essential items by Block
Development Officers (BDOs), including
water coolers, PAsystems, tents, canopies
and other items under the Area Develop-
ment Plan.

Further, the DCreviewed the recovery

status of PMAY defaulters and instructed
Tehsildarsto take stringentactions against
the defaulters. “All PMAY defaulters be
summoned and required to start construc-
tion of houses within the next 15 days,
withlegal action to follow in case of non-
compliance” the DCstressed and advised
for close monitoring of geotagging of the
houses to ensure accurate tracking and
progress.

Acommittee comprising CPO, members
of the designated cell and a Village Level
Committee (comprising 20local persons)
were constituted to oversee the verifica-
tion of parallel works, completion of tasks
and other essential activities.

B HT News Network

ANANTNAG, FEBRUARY 28:
Member of Legislative Assembly
(MLA) Anantnag West, Advocate
Abdul Majeed Bhat today laid the
foundation stone for a new 3x30-
meter, two-lane truss girderbridge
over Nallah Sandran at Damjan,
Anantnag in order to boost local
connectivity.

ChiefEngineer R&B South Kash-
mir, SE R&B South Kashmir, officers
and officials from various depart-
ments and local residents were
present on the occasion.

Highlighting the significance of
the project for the region, the MLA
stated that the new bridge, once
completed, will provide much-
needed relief to the local popula-
tion by improving transportation
access, easing traffic congestion,
and reducing travel time.

He added that the projectis part

ofthe government's ongoing efforts
to strengthen the region’s infra-
structure and ensure better con-
nectivity for remote areas to key
urban centers. The bridge will serve
as avital link, particularly during
inclement weather, providing an
all-weather route for people and
goods.

The bridge will bring economic

benefits, boost local trade and
make commuting easier for every-
one, he further said.The bridge,
expected to be completed in two
years, is funded under NABARD,
with an estimated cost of
RS.1063.04 lakh. It will be designed
towithstand harsh weather condi-
tions and accommodate the
region's growing traffic needs.

Residents of the area expressed
enthusiasm for the new project,
noting thatit willnotonlyimprove
transportation butalso contribute
to the socio-economic develop-
ment of the region.

XThe bridge is expected to ben-
efitalarge number of households,
particularly those in the more
remote areas of Anantnag West,
by providing safer and quicker
access tomedical, educational,and
commercial facilities. Chief Engi-
neer R&B South Kashmir, SE R&B
South Kashmir, officers and offi-
cials from various departments
and local residents were present
on the occasion.Highlighting the
significance of the project for the
region, the MLA stated that the
new bridge, once completed, will
provide much-neededrelieftothe
local population by improving
transportation access, easing traf-
fic congestion, and reducing trav-
el time.

NCORD meeting discusses drug control measures in Reasi
DM calls for targeting hot spots, perpetrators

DC Reasli reviews arrangements
for holy month of Ram

B HT News Network

REASI, FEBRUARY 28: District
Magistrate Nidhi Malik today
chaired the monthly meeting of
the Districtlevel Committee under
Narco Coordination Centre
(NCORD)toassess and strengthen
Drug control measures in the
region.

Taking a thorough review of
enforcement measures, the DM
directedlocal police toidentify hot
spots where drug peddlers and
addictsareactive. Sheemphasized
the need to adopt a targeted
approach to ensure effective
enforcement in these areas.

Stressing on community aware-
ness, she called for launching

extensive campaigns in educa-
tionalinstitutions toeducate youth
about the dangers of drug addic-
tion. The DM directed SDMs to
conduct Panchayat level cam-
paigns under the supervision of
local Tehsildars, CDPOs and BDOs

with active community participa-
tion and inputs fromintellectuals
and religious leaders.

The Police administration was
asked to collaborate with the drug
control department to conduct
regular checking of pharmacies to

enforce compliance with govern-
ment regulations. She also direct-
ed authorities toestablish channels
toidentify and destroy illicit pop-
py cultivation, followed by strict
legal action against those involved
in such activities The Chief Medi-
cal Officer (CMO) was asked to
monitor the follow-up care of per-
sonstreated for drugde-addiction,
ensuring their proper rehabilita-
tion and continued support. She
concluded by reaffirming the dis-
trictadministration’scommitment
to fighting the drug crisis in "full
mission mode," with a coordi-
nated approach involving law
enforcement, medical profession-
als, community leaders and edu-
cational institutions.

B HT News Network

REASI, FEBRUARY 28: Deputy Commis-
sioner Nidhi Malik convened a meeting
of officers to review and finalize the
arrangements for the ensuing holy month
of Ramzan.The DC instructed officers of
JPDCL and Jal Shakti to ensure uninter-
rupted power and water supply, espe-
cially during Sehri and Iftar times.

Emphasizing on the sanitation of towns
and municipality areas, the DC directed
Executive Officers of Municipal Commit-
tees to launch special cleanliness drives
in the district with focus on roads, lanes,
drains and regular lifting of waste from
markets.The CMO was directed toensure
the availability of medical staff and med-
icines to cater to medical emergencies.
She directed fire departments to ensure

proper arrangements to deal with any
untoward incident.The Food safety offi-
cials were asked to conduct regular mar-
ket inspections to check food quality in
the market during the month. She also
directed for installation of more lights in
their respective towns.Enforcement
squads were constituted to keep check
onprofiteering, hoarding and overcharg-
ing by shopkeepers by conducting market
checkingonregularintervals.Availability
of essentials in the market was also
reviewed during the meeting, while traf-
fic authorities were directed to ensure
availability of transportin evening hours.
Amongothers, the meeting was attended
by ADC Rakesh Kumar; SDMs, Dy. SPHQ,
ARTO, Tehsildar Reasi, Tehsildar Bhomag,
Executive Engineer JPDCL, EOs officials
from Sheep Husbandry and Fire depart-
ments, Mufti Ashraf Misbahi.

Omar Govt committed for youth empowerment, economic revival: Sadhotra
Lawmakers should play positive role in impending Assembly Session: Rattan Lal Gupta

B HT News Network

Jammu, February 28: Mr Ajay
Kumar Sadhotraformer ministerand
Additional General Secretary JKNC
said in his address, stating that the
Central Government has consistent-
ly failed to address the concerns of
J&K’syouth. He pointed out that hol-
low policies and lack of employment
opportunities over the last decade
have severely impacted the future of
young people in the region.

Ajay Kumar Sadhotra further add-
ed that the present government,
under the leadership of Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah, is committed to
reversing this trend by implementing
policies that will generate employ-
ment and boost economic growth.
He called upon the newly inducted

®© 00 ©

members to work with dedication
and spread the party’s vision among
the masses. He reaffirmed the com-
mitment of party leadership tofight-
ing for the rights of the people and
ensuring holistic development in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The senior NCleader was speaking
during a joining programme held at
Sher-e-KashmirBhawan, Jammu.The
joining programme was organized
under the leadership of Tejinder Pal
Singh Aman, Provincial President
Jammu Province YNC in which sev-
eral enthusiastic youth joined the
party fold.

Speaking on the occasion, Rattan
Lal Gupta Provincial President Jammu
Province JKNC stressed that the
upcoming session is an opportunity
forlawmakers toraise pressing pub-
licissues, including unemployment,

economic distress, plight of farmers,
existing industries, etc. He urged all
political parties to focus on policy-
driven debates for the benefit and
wellbeing of the people as the upcom-
ing session of the Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly, convening after

aperiodof sevenyears,holdsimmense
significance for the people of ammu
and Kashmir, who have high expec-
tations from their elected represen-
tatives.

Rattan Lal Gupta further assured
that the National Conference govern-

ment, under the leadership of Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah, is commit-
ted to presenting a people-friendly
budget that will directly address the
concerns of the youth, unemployed
population, farmers,industrial sector,
focusing to health and education
sectors and would cover all sections
of the society as well as business
community. He reiterated that the
National Conference has always
worked for the welfare of the people
and will continue to prioritize their
needs.

Welcoming the new entrants, Sar-
dar Tejinder Singh Aman Provincial
President Jammu Province YNCurged
them to work diligently for strength-
ening the Party’s base at the grass-
rootslevel. He highlighted that youth
play a crucial role in shaping the
future of J&K and must be active

participants in the democratic pro-
cess.

Among those who joined the par-
ty fold namely: Ravi Kumar social
worker and President of Matador
Union Ramnagar, Abdul Razaq Ban-
day andIrshad Ahmad, Youth leaders
of Ramnagar.

Those who were present on the
occasion included: Ayub Malik Pro-
vincial Secretary Jammu, Jugal Maha-
jan Treasurer, Th. Yashu Vardhan
Singh Additional Spokesperson
Jammu, Rakesh Singh Raka Vice
President Central Zone, S. Gurnam
Singh Block President Jammu West,
Akash Kharka District President
Udhampur Rural YNC, Mohinder
Kumar Rana Joint Secretary Central
Zone, Jaseen Malik, Nitish Gowsami,
Mudit Seth, Sunil Sharma, Uttam
Singh and others.
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DC Samba leads anti-drug IEC

Campaign

B HT News Network

SAMBA, FEBRUARY 28: A significant
outreach program was conducted today
here at Naran Panchayat under the ongo-
ing anti-drug IEC campaign.

Deputy Commissioner Rajesh Sharma
led the event. Thelocal community active-
lyengagedindiscussionsondrug preven-
tion, rehabilitation and the collective
responsibility of society in tackling sub-
stance abuse.The DC underlined the sig-
nificance of organizing awareness pro-
gramsin schools and local institutions in
promotion of the campaign, directing
Education officials to integrate drug pre-
vention initiatives into school curricula
and conductregular sensitization sessions.
Healsourged teachers and parents to stay
vigilant, identify early warning signs and
promote open communication with chil-
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at Naran Panchayat

tives highlighted the physical and psy-
chological impact of drug addiction,
emphasizing the need for early interven-
tion, routine health check-ups and coun-
seling facilities. DC Samba instructed
medical teamstoorganize regularaware-
ness drives in schools and public spaces
tohelpinearly detectionand prevention.

He emphasized the need for a united
and proactive approach to combat drug
abuse, highlighting the role of education,
healthcare and community participation
in addressing this challenge.

The event witnessed the participation
of SDM Ghagwal Sunaina Sainialong with
Tehsildar Ghagwal, BDO Ghagwal, public
representatives and officials from the
medical and education sectors.

The program concluded with emphasis
on a coordinated approach between
administration, law enforcement and
civil society to make Samba a drug-free
district.

dren.Medical and healthcarerepresenta-

Traffic Police Rural issue
advisory in view of bad
weather

B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 28: In view of prevailing bad
weather conditions, the Traffic Police Rural have advised
commuters to take precautions while driving as con-
tinuous raining and snowfall has led to slippery roads,
land/ mudslides, blockade of roads at multiple locations.

“The general publicis suggested and advised to follow
these guidelines to ensure your safety; Slow down the
vehicle speed to match the road conditions and use heavy
gear while driving uphill and downhill; Switch to a low
beam to reduce glare from rain and fog; Increase your
vehicle distance while in traffic alignment on the road
during bad weather conditions; Avoid sudden accelera-
tion asit canlead to loss of control or skidding; Be aware
of vulnerable road users and give them plenty of space;
If you can't see the road surface, it's not safe to drive
through; Ensure your vehicle's tyres, brakes and wind-
shield wipers are in good working order; Avoid driving
through flooded /muddy/hilly areas and keep a safe
distance from Pedestrians and cyclists; Take extreme
care whiledriving on the under construction NHWs and
otherroads. Avoid snowbound hilly areas. Include items
like a flashlight, first aid kit, and snacks in case you
become stranded.People have been further advised to
undertake journey only after confirming the status of
the road from Traffic control units with Helpline num-
bers ; Traffic Police Control Room Jammu:- (0191-
2459048,0191-2740550, 9419147732,103).

Polytechnic Jammu organises seminar on
PM Internship Scheme Pilot Project - 2.0

B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 28: The Prime
Minister Internship Scheme (PMIS)
IECoutreach Seminarwas organised
today here in the Auditorium Hall of
Government Polytechnic College
Bikram Chowk;, in coordination with
the Directorate of Skill Development
J&K. The primary objective of this
initiativeis tospread awareness about
the scheme among the youth of the
region.

The event was represented by Reg-
istrar of Companies Rajneesh Kumar,
who highlighted the key features of
the PMIS. He shared the outcomes
and success stories fromRound 1and
encouraged youthbetween the ages
of 20 to 24 to actively participate in
this valuable initiative, which aims
to provide exposure and hands-on
experience in various sectors.

Additionally, Raj Kumar Koul from
the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
delivered an informative session on
the step-by-step process for register-
ing on the PMIS portal. He also dem-
onstrated how to update profilesand

ensure asmooth application process
for interested candidates.

The session concluded with an
address from the Er. Talet Mahmood
Principal Government Polytechnic
College Bikram Chowk Jammu, who
emphasized the importance of the
scheme tailored specifically for the
youth. He urged students and young
professionals to seize the opportu-
nity and benefit from the scheme,
which offers valuable skill develop-
ment and career advancement pros-
pects.

The Prime Minister Internship
Scheme provides a unique platform
for the youth to gain practical expo-

sure and enhance their professional
skills. It is an excellent opportunity
for young individuals to contribute
tonational development while simul-
taneously building their career pro-
files.

Others were present on the event
were HODs, staff, and students of
Government Polytechnic Jammu,
Government Polytechnic for Women
Jammu, Government Industrial Train-
ingInstitute Jammu and Government
Women ITI Jammu.

For more informationand registra-
tion details, interested individuals
can visit the official PMIS portal.
Contact: [9911873463]

JKAACL, Sahitya Akademi organise
Manch’ Celebrating

B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 28: Jammu & Kash-
mir Academy of Art, Culture, and Lan-
guages, in collaboration with Sahitya
AkademiNew Delhi, organized a captivat-
ing literary event titled ‘SahityaManch’
here in the K L Saigal Hall. The event,
dedicated to Dogri poetry, brought togeth-
er celebrated poets and literary enthusi-
asts, offering an enriching experience for
the audience.

The ‘SahityaManch’ showcased the
creative brilliance of prominent Dogri
poets, including Dr. Om Goswami, Om
Vidyaarthi, Mangal Das Dogra, and TR
Magotra. Each poet recited their compo-
sitions, weaving a tapestry of emotions
through their eloquent verses. The poet-
ry session not only highlighted the beau-
ty ofthe Dogrilanguage but also touched
upondiverse themes of culture, tradition,
and contemporary life, resonating deep-
ly with the audience.

The session was presided over by the

eminent Dogri poet and Padma Shri
awardee Mohan Singh, who also delivered
the welcome address. As the Convener
Dogri, Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi, Sh.
Mohan Singh emphasized theimportance

such platforms and praised the participat-
ing poets for their significant contributions
to Dogri literature.

Secretary JKAACL, Harvinder Kour

‘Sahitya

Dogri Poetry

graced the occasion as the Chief Guest. In
her insightful address, she appreciated
the collaborative efforts of JKAACL and
Sahitya Akademi in promoting Dogri
language and literature. She highlighted
the pivotalrole of literature in preserving
cultural heritage and encouraged young
poets and writers to engage with Dogri
and contribute to its growth.

The event was marked by a warm and
interactive atmosphere, where poetry
enthusiasts and literary figures engaged
inmeaningful discussions. Theimmersive
experience offered by ‘SahityaManch’
reinforced the cultural identity and lin-
guistic pride associated with Dogri.

Editor Dogri, Reeta Khadyal concluded
the program with a heartfelt vote of
thanks. She expressed gratitude to the
Chief Guest, presiding dignitary, partici-
pating poets, and the audience for their
supportand participation. She also extend-
ed her thanks to the organizing teams of
JKAACL and Sahitya Akademi for their
seamless execution of the event.

Principal Secretary DMRR&R chairs review meeting
regarding “Disaster preparedness-cum-coordination”

REASI, FEBRUARY 28: Deputy Commissioner Nidhi Malik convened a meeting of officers to review and finalize the arrangements for the ensuing holy month of Ramzan.
The DC instructed officers of JPDCL and Jal Shakti to ensure uninterrupted power and water supply, especially during Sehri and Iftar times.Emphasizing on the sanitation of
towns and municipality areas, the DC directed Executive Officers of Municipal Committees to launch special cleanliness drives in the district with focus on roads, lanes,
drains and regular lifting of waste from markets.The CMO was directed to ensure the availability of medical staff and medicines to cater to medical emergencies. She
directed fire departments to ensure proper arrangements to deal with any untoward incident.The Food safety officials were asked to conduct regular market inspections to
check food quality in the market during the month. She also directed for installation of more lights in their respective towns.Enforcement squads were constituted to keep
check on profiteering, hoarding and overcharging by shopkeepers by conducting market checking on regular intervals.Availability of essentials in the market was also
reviewed during the meeting, while traffic authorities were directed to ensure availability of transport in evening hours.Among others, the meeting was attended by ADC
Rakesh Kumar; SDMs, Dy. SPHQ, ARTO, Tehsildar Reasi, Tehsildar Bhomag, Executive Engineer JPDCL, EOs officials from Sheep Husbandry and Fire departments, Mufti Ashraf

Misbahi.
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GCW Parade hosts guest
lecture to mark National
Science Day

B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 28: The Science Club of
Government College for Women Parade Ground
today celebrated the National Science Day by
organizing a guest Lecture and Seminar themed
‘Empowering Indian Youth for Global Leadership
in Science and Technology for Viksit Bharat.’

The lecture was delivered by Deputy Secretary
JKSSB Pooja Rasgotra, while students across all
major streams competed in Seminar. The event
commenced with the welcome address by Associ-
ate Professor of Chemistry and Convener, Science
Club Prof. Anjali Abrol.

The Principal enlightened the students about
the indispensability of science and technology in
the present world scenario. He also praised the
Science Club for celebrating the National Science
Day successfully.

The resource person, Pooja Rasgotra presented
her views on the significance of science in the
establishment of a student’s career in any field.
She shared her journey towards clearing the JKAS
examination with Science subjects and encouraged
the students to take science as major subjects.

The seminar was judged by Dr Ritu Magotra,
Head of English Department and Pooja Rasgotra,
theresource person ofthe event. The trophies were
presented to the winners in the valedictory seg-
ment of the event.The event was also attended by
Dr Surinder Singh Parihar (Convener IQAC), Dr.
Shally Chadha (Associate Professor, Department
of Chemistry), Dr Rajesh Kant (Head, Department
of Chemistry), Dr Sarita Parihar (Assistant Profes-
sor, Department of Physics), Dr Manjulla Gupta
(Assistant Professor, Department of Chemistry),
DrSushma Gupta (Assistant Professor, Department
of Chemistry), Dr Bhawandeep Kour (Assistant
Professor, Department of Zoology) and Dr Atiya
Syed (Assistant Professor, Department of Chemis-
try).Dr Neha Gupta (Assistant Professor, Depart-
ment of Environment Sciences) presented the vote
of thanks.

GDC Marh organises Interdis-
ciplinary Quiz Competition

B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 28: To foster scientific tem-
perament, creativity and innovation among stu-
dents, Government Degree College Marh Science
club, in collaboration with IIC and IQAC, organized
Inter- Discipline quiz competition to mark Nation-
al Science Day celebrating this year’s theme
“Empowering Indian Youth for Global Leadership
in Science and Innovation for VIKSIT BHARAT.”

Principal Prof (Dr.) Rakesh Kumar Koul empha-
sised the importance of science and technologyin
shaping the future. He appraised the students that
the aim of this competition is not about winning
and losing but learning and enhancing their sci-
entific temperament.The competition featured
basic concepts from Bio-Sciences, Physics, Chem-
istry, Geography, Mathematics, Environmental
Sciences, Computer Sciences, Current affairs &
Science and Technology, allowing students to
showcase their knowledge, social responsibility
and problem-solving skills.As many as 12 students,
divided in 4 teams, participate in the four round
quiz competition.

In the valedictory session, prizes (momentos
and certificates) were given away to the winning
teams and the participants. First prize was won
by team D, Mercury (Kunal, Sanjay, and Suresh),
while Team B Venus (Diksha, Shilpa, Abhishek)
wonsecond prize and Team CEarth (Mohit, Geeta-
najli and Shivansh) won the third prize. IQAC
convener, Prof. Imtiaz Shahid made all the requisite
preparations for ensuring a flawless execution of
the competition. Dr. Balwinder Saini (HOD Chem-
istry) conducted the proceedings of the programme.

Training workshop on Snake-
bite Envenoming Prevention

concludes at Jammu

B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 28: District Health Society
(DHS) Jammu under the supportive supervision
of Chief Medical Officer Jammu (Vice-Chairman)
Dr.Harbaksh Singh today concluded two day train-
ing session for Medical Officers and paramedical
staffon National Snakebite Envenoming Prevention
& Control Programme (SBPC).

District Jammu is the first District in UT of J&K
to organize the Training of Medical Officers and
paramedical staff on Snakebite Envenoming Man-
agement and Prevention and Control.

The training focused on reducing deaths and
disabilities due to Snake Bite before 2030. It con-
sisted of technical sessions, case studies, and
hands-on exercises to enhance skills of the Medi-
cal Officers & paramedical staffin disease surveil-
lance and management.Resource Persons were Dr.
Shehnaz Choudhary (Medical Officer Epidemiol-
ogy)and Dr.IshaKohli (District Program Manager,
NHM and District Nodal Officer SBPC).CMO Dr.
Harbaksh Singh highlighted the role of Peripheral
Health staff in timely management of Snake bite
cases to prevent the occurrence of deaths and
reduce disability. He stressed that timely manage-
ment of Snake Bites can prevent death & disability.
He also emphasised that a strong inter-sectoral
approach is essential in Snake Bite Envenoming
Management. He also discussed the ground level
challenges faced by Health workers inimplemen-
tation of this programme.
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The planets are aligned, and so are Europe and India:
EU chief Von der Leyen after talks with PM Modi

AGENCIES
NEW DELHIL, FEB 28 (UNI)

European Commission
President Ursula Von der
Leyen today said that like
the alignment of planets in
the solar system, Europe
and India are aligned and
have decided to work
together on enhancing
economic growth, on
exploring a common tech
agenda, and for deeper
cooperation in security
and defence, as she held
talks with PM Narendra
Modi here.

In her media statement,
the EU chief referred often
to PM Modi as “dear Nar-
endra”, signalling the
warmth of friendship
between the two leaders.

Referring to the rare
alignment of seven plan-
ets in the solar system, she
said this celestial event sig-
nals transformation and
growth. “It is exactly the
moment we find ourselves
in. The planets are aligned
- and so are Europe and
India.”

The EU chief said the
fact that she is visiting
India with the whole Col-
lege of Commissioners,

on their first visit outside
Europe after they took
office in December, shows
how much the EU values
its partnership with India.
“We want to take it to new
heights. India is a like-
minded friend. We are the
two largest democracies in
the world. And under your
leadership, Prime Minister,
it has been thriving. We
are bound by shared con-
victions and values. From
resilient supply chains to
our shared interest in a
free and open Indo-Pacific,
we are working together.”

Von Der Leyen said the
two sides have agreed to
work on a new Strategic
Agenda, with three main
avenues.

The first is economic
growth. “The potential
is immense. Europe is
already India's biggest trad-
ing partner,” she said, and
added that the two leaders
have tasked their teams to
build on the momentum
and finalise the Free Trade
Agreement before the end
of this year. They have also
decided to take the Trade
and Technology Council
to the next level and con-
nect research, innovation

and market uptake, which
would include building
robust and diverse supply
chains in the field of semi-
conductors.

The second avenue the
two sides agreed to explore
is a common tech agenda.
On clean tech, they will
champion the Interna-
tional Solar Alliance and
have agreed to launch a
Joint Task Force on Green
Hydrogen. In the field of
digital technologies, she
said that Europe and India
by working together can
shape a future in which
Al is a driver of a positive
change in their economies
and societies. “The Euro-
pean Al Office and India
Al Mission have agreed to

deepen cooperation... Al
should be at the heart of
our Strategic Agenda. The
next AI Summit hosted by
you, Prime Minister, will
take us forward. You can
count on the European
Union that this Summit is
going to be a big success,”
she added.

She said the two sides
are aiming at the interop-
erability of their two digi-
tal public infrastructures,
which are the world's larg-
est and most advanced.
“India's Aadhaar and the
EU digital wallet aim to
offer public and private
services to nearly two bil-
lion citizens. Interoper-
ability of our digital iden-
tities will strengthen ties

between the EU and India
even more,” she added.

“We are committed to
strengthen cooperation
in semiconductor R&D
and manufacturing. We
are cooperating in the
future of secure telecom-
munication networks. In
particular, our industrial
associations have agreed
to closely cooperate on
6G,” Von der Leyen stated.

Referring to the gap in
skilled workers in Europe,
she said, “People are essen-
tial for Europe's competi-
tiveness. Yet, we face a gap.
India can help to close it.
Let us increase student and
skilled worker exchanges.
Let us share expertise,
talent and experience.”

The third avenue she
mentioned is for deeper
cooperation in security
and defence. “For Europe,
India is a pillar of certainty
in an increasingly uncer-
tain world. We know that
authoritarian states are
getting bolder, ignoring
borders and threatening
peace at sea. Now is the
time to step up our secu-
rity and defence coopera-
tion on land, at sea and in
space.”

She said their Cyber dia-
logue offers a platform for
effective cooperation and
information exchanges. On
Maritime security, she said
that ensuring the security
of the Indian Ocean is vital,
and proposed expanding
their joint naval exercises,
building on the successful
operations in the Gulf of
Guinea and the Red Sea.

She also proposed
deepening cooperation in
protecting the undersea
cables that ensure data
connectivity between
India and the European
Union.

“On defence, we see
avenues for cooperation.
India is looking into diver-
sifying its military supply
and access to new capabili-
ties, so does Europe. Both
India and the European
Union can be partners on
this topic,” she added.

“India and the EU are
together greater than
the sum of our parts.
Together, we send a pow-
erful and positive signal
to the world. The planets
are aligned - and so are
Europe and India,” the
European Commission
President said.

Amit Shah holds review
meeting on law and
order in National Capital

N2

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, FEB 28 (UNI)

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday
chaired a crucial meet-
ing to review the law and
order situation here.

The meeting was
attended by Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta,
Delhi Home Minister
Ashish Sood and senior
officers from the Delhi
government.

Besides, Delhi Police
Commissioner Sanjay
Arora, Union Home
Secretary, Intelligence
Bureau (IB) Chief, and
senior officers from the
Ministry of Home Affairs
were also present in the
meeting.

According to sources,

the meeting focused on
strategies to enhance
coordination between
the newly formed Delhi
government and the
Delhi Police, as well as
strengthen the polic-
ing measures to address
emerging threats to law
and order in the city.

The meeting also dis-
cussed how to improve
the coordination
between the Delhi Police
and the newly formed
Delhi government.

The meeting also
assumed importance
on how to tackle the
new law and order chal-
lenges in the National
Capital while simultane-
ously strengthening the
police’s effort to address
these challenges.

India, EU to conclude FTA by end of
this year: PM Modi after talks with

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, FEB 28 (UNI)

India and the European
Union have directed their
teams to conclude a mutu-
ally beneficial Bilateral
Free Trade Agreement by
the end of this year, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said after talks with visit-
ing European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen here today.

In his press statement
following the talks held
at Hyderabad House with
the European Commission
President and the Euro-
pean College of Commis-
sioners, the PM also said
that both sides have agreed
to take concrete steps to
take forward the ambitious
India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor or
‘IMEEC’.

He termed the visit of
the visit of the President
of the European Commis-
sion and the College of
Commissioners to India
as unprecedented, adding
that it is first such compre-
hensive engagement of the
European Commission in
any single country, and
also one of the first visits
of the new Commission in
its latest term.

The PM said the two
sides have held nearly 20
ministerial level meet-
ings of different sectors
between yesterday and
today.

“Sincere and mean-

ingful discussions were
held on various regional
and global matters. Many
important decisions have
been taken to elevate and
accelerate our partner-
ship.”

He said the two sides
have prepared a blueprint
for collaboration in the
areas of Trade, Technol-
ogy, Investment, Innova-
tion, Green Growth, Secu-
rity, Skilling and Mobility.
“We have directed our
teams to conclude a mutu-
ally beneficial Bilateral
Free Trade Agreement by
the end of this year,” the
PM added.

“To strengthen the
investment framework,
there has also been talk of
moving forward on Invest-
ment Protection and GI
Agreement. In the field of
Technology and Innova-
tion, a trusted and secure
value chain is our common
priority.”

The two sides have
agreed on increasing coop-
eration in semiconductors,
Al high performance com-

b |

puting and 6G, and also
decided to initiate a Space
Dialogue, PM Modi said.

“We have decided to
conduct a Green Hydro-
gen Forum and Offshore
Wind Energy Business
Summit. Joint research
shall be undertaken on EV
Batteries, Marine plastics
and Green hydrogen. We
shall also take forward our
Joint Plan on Sustainable
Urban Development,” the
PM said.

“Concrete steps will
be taken, to take forward
the India - Middle East
- Europe Economic Cor-
ridor or "IMEEC”. I firmly
believe that "IMEEC” shall
serve as an engine that
drives global commerce,
sustainable growth and
prosperity in the days to
come,” the PM added.

Both sides have also
seen growing coopera-
tion on issues related to
Defence and Security, and
will take forward the coop-
eration on Cyber Security,
Maritime Security and
Counter Terrorism.

“Both sides agree on

EU chief Ursula von der Leyen

the importance of peace,
security, stability and pros-
perity in the Indo-Pacific
region,” he said, and wel-
comed the EU’s decision
to join the "Indo Pacific
Oceans Initiative”. Both
sides will work together on
Triangular Development
projects for sustainable
and inclusive development
in the Indo-Pacific region
and Africa.

The two sides have
reached a new agreement
to increase academia,
research and industry
partnerships between
them, he said, adding “I
believe that India’s young
talent and Europe’s inno-
vation can together create
limitless possibilities”.

India and the EU have
decided to create a bold
and ambitious roadmap
for the India-EU partner-
ship for the period beyond
2025. It will be launched
during the next India-EU
Summit, the PM said.

He said the visit of the
European Commission
President to India has
imparted new momentum,
energy and enthusiasm to
the bilateral partnership.

“This journey is the
biggest catalyst that will
translate our ambition into
action.”

“I eagerly look forward
to the opportunity of wel-
coming you back to India
for the next India-EU
Summit,” PM Modi said.

India can remain strong & secure if it
has solutions to critical technological

challenges: Rajnath

AGENCIES
HYDERABAD, FEB 28 (UNI)

Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday
said “ India can remain
strong and secure in
adverse situations if it has
solutions to critical techno-
logical challenges”.

Rajnath called upon the
youth to inculcate scien-
tific temper and excel in
frontier technologies by
making the best use of the
internationally competitive
infrastructure being estab-
lished in the country due to
the Government’s efforts.

Addressing after inau-
gurating Vigyan Vaibhav,
a two-day science and
technology extravaganza
organised here as part
of National Science Day
celebrations, Rajnath
said “War is increasingly
moving from hardware
to software-oriented.
New technological break-
throughs are on the hori-
zon and we have to take
a lead in transformative
technologies such as Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI), Quan-
tum Computing, Machine
Learning (ML) and Clean-
tech".

Our youth must adopt
scientific outlook & criti-
cal thinking and try to
go beyond the ordinary,
he said and recalled the
words of former President
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam who
said “Science is a beauti-

L.

ful gift to humanity; we
should not distort it but
use it for betterment of
society”.

The Union Defence
Minister reiterated Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-
led Government’s commit-
ment to harness modern
technology for the safety
and security of the nation,
terming education in the
field as crucial for the
future.

India’s youth possesses
tremendous potential and
it is the Government’s
endeavour to harness their
capabilities to achieve the
vision of Viksit Bharat by
2047, he said.

Rajnath Singh threw
light on the New Educa-
tion Policy 2020 which
aims to transform science
education in the country
by encouraging creativity,
critical thinking and inno-
vation.

The theme of this year’s
National Science Day --
‘Empowering Indian youth

l‘. K . V“/j.;- 4

for global leadership in
Science and Innovation
for Viksit Bharat’ reflects
the same approach, he
described the theme as a
reflection of New India’s
aspiration for progress
through innovation and
global scientific leader-
ship.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy
stated that Hyderabad has
long been a hub of scien-
tific excellence and tech-
nological innovation.

He urged the young
minds participating in
Vigyan Vaibhav 2025 to
dream big and embrace
innovation with passion.

As part of the event,
a grand exhibition has
been organised which
welcomed over 30,000
students.

Featuring 200+ exhibi-
tion stalls, it provided a
rare opportunity for stu-
dents to witness cutting-
edge defence and aero-

space technologies devel-
oped by DRDO and lead-
ing Indian industries. The
exhibition aimed to ignite
curiosity, inspire innova-
tion, and encourage young
minds to pursue careers in
STEM fields, fostering the
next generation of scien-
tists, engineers, techno-
preneurs who will propel
India towards global tech-
nological leadership.

Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defence R&D
and Chairman DRDO Dr
Samir V Kamat; President,
Aeronautical Society of
India (AeSI) Dr G Satheesh
Reddy; Director Generals
and Directors of DRDO;
CMDs of PSUs and heads
of industries attended the
event organized jointly by
DRDO, AeSI, and Kalam
Institute of Youth Excel-
lence to commemorate
National Science Day in
honour of legendary scien-
tist Sir CV Raman and his
ground-breaking contribu-
tions to science.

The event brings togeth-
er policymakers, scien-
tists, industry leaders,
academicians, and young
innovators to discuss
and showcase advance-
ments that will shape the
nation’s future. As India
advances towards Viksit
Bharat by 2047, it serves as
areminder that the path to
self-reliance is paved with
scientific excellence, inno-
vation, and collaboration.

57 workers buried as avalanche hits BRO
labour camp in Uttarakhand, 10 rescued

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, FEB 28 (UNI)

As many as 57 workers of
a BRO Labour Camp were
buried when an avalanche
struck the site between
Mana and Badrinath on
Friday.

According to the Indian
Army, the incident took
place at around 0715 hours
that buried 57 workers
inside eight containers and

one shed.

The Indian Army
response teams, compris-
ing more than 100 person-
nel from Ibex Bigade, were
immediately mobilised com-
prising doctors, ambulances
and plant equipment, the
Indian Army siad.

By 1150 hours, the teams
had located five containers
and successfully rescued 10
individuals, all alive. Of the
10 rescued, four personnel

are reported to be in critical
condition.

Search operations are
ongoing for the remaining
three containers, with the
aim of rescuing the trapped
individuals, they said.

Due to subsequent small-
scale avalanches in the area,
progress in rescue opera-
tions is slow and being car-
ried out with due caution.

Heavy snowfall continues
in the region, and GREF is

working on clearing the
road between Joshimath
and Mana.

Additional medical
resources from Joshimath
are being mobilised to Mana
to assist with the rescue and
medical aid.

Meanwhile Defence Min-
ster Rajnath Singh termed
the incident as unfortunate
and said that the administra-
tion is providing all possible
assistance to the affected.

15 Bangladeshi with 5 Indian touts
arrested in Tripura

AGENCIES
AGARTALA, FEB 28 (UND

In an intelligence based
operation against infiltra-
tion in the border villages
of Kailasahar in Tripura's
Unakoti district 13 Ban-
gladeshi including three
females, three males, and
seven children, and three
Indian touts were appre-
hended.

BSF statement here on

Friday said all the Bangla-
deshi are resident of Moul-
vibazar, Sunamgunj, Netra-
gunj, Netrokona, and Bari-

sal districts while Indian
touts are Kajal Das of Sil-
char in Assam, Ajit Das of
Unakoti and Prasanjit Deb-
nath of Dhalai in Tripura.
In a concerted effort to
curb illegal cross-border
activities, on the interven-
ing night of Thursday, a
joint operation was con-
ducted with the Govern-
ment Railway Police at
Agartala Railway Station.
This operation led to

the apprehension of two
Indian nationals involved
in facilitating the unauthor-
ized entry of Bangladeshi
into Indian territory.
Another special opera-
tion was launched in asso-
ciation with Tripura police
in which two Bangladeshi
Nationals were apprehend-
ed near old ONGC, when
they were trying to cross
over to Bangladesh, the
statement added.
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Dr. Tasaduk Nominated For 2025
Indian Achiever’s Award

ashmir-based
medico cum
noted columnist

Dr Tasaduk Hussain Itoo
has been nominated for
the prestigious Indian
Achievers Award 2025 by
Indian Achievers Forum
for his exceptional con-
tributions to healthcare,
medical education, and
public health awareness
in Jammu & Kashmir and
beyond. The nomina-
tion is a testament for Dr.

Itoo's extensive academic
achievements, including
medical writing, research
and academic leadership,
mentorship, patient care
and guidance and affilia-
tions at leading organiza-
tions such as the American
College of Physicians, the
International Diabetes
Federation, and Royal Col-
lege of Physicians.

The Indian Achievers
Award is a coveted awards
program by Indian Achiev-

ers Forum -- that recogniz-
es individuals who have
demonstrated excellence,
innovation, and leader-
ship in their respective
fields.

Pertinently, Dr Itoo is a
Fellow of the International
Diabetes Federation(IDF
Fellow, Belgium) and
doctor at Narayana Health.

The Indian Achievers
Forum has paid their good
wishes to Dr Itoo on this
achievement.

IMPLICATIONS OF TOBACCO

DR TASADUK HUSSAIN ITOO
FELLOW, INTERNATIONAL
DIABETES
FEDERATION(BELGIUM)

s per recent data
by WHO, across the
globe around 3.5

million hectares of land are
converted for tobacco pro-
duction each year, besides
that growing tobacco also
contributes to deforestation
of around 2 lakh hectares of
land per year.

As per another statement
from WHO, tobacco grow-
ing is resource intensive
and requires heavy use of
pesticides and fertilizers,
which contribute to soil
degradation, besides that
the land used for tobacco
growing has a lower capac-
ity for growing other crops,
such as any food -- since
tobacco depletes soil fer-
tility. And, compared with
other agricultural activi-
ties such as maize growing
and even livestock grazing
-- tobacco farming has a far
more destructive impact
on ecosystems as tobacco
farmlands are more prone
to desertification.

One of the important
negative impacts of tobac-
co growing and production
is that it exacerbates food
insecurity -- which is emerg-
ing as a global issue of social
cum public health concern

-- that needs serious atten-
tion and redressal. While
food is one of the most
essential requirements for
the sustenance of human
life, there are millions of
people worldwide who
couldn't afford a healthy
diet and fulfill the need for
regular access to nutritious
food.

The developmental, eco-
nomic, social, and medical
impacts of the global burden
of food insecurity are seri-
ous and lasting for individu-
als, families, communities
and countries. Having said,
unhealthy diets and poor
nutrition are among the top
risk factors for diet-related
non-communicable diseaes
including cardiovascular
diseases, certain cancers,
and diabetes.

One of the important
consequences of rising
food insecurity is the devel-
opment of malnutrition in
general and undernutri-
tion in particular - in all its
forms (including wasting,
stunting, underweight,
inadequacy/deficiency of
vitamins and minerals).

While every country in
the world is affected by one
or more forms of malnutri-
tion - the major impact is
found to occur in middle
and low income countries,
including India. As a result,
combating malnutrition in
allits forms is becoming one
of the serious global health
challenge. Undernutrition
makes children in particu-
lar much more vulnerable
to disease and death.

Generally speaking, all
age groups are at risk of
malnutrition -- women,
infants, children, and ado-
lescents. Poverty amplifies

the risk - people who are
poor are more likely to be
affected by different forms
of malnutrition. Moreover,
malnutrition increases
health care costs, reduces
productivity, and slows
economic growth, which
can accentuate a cycle of
poverty and ill-health.

Secondly, the most
disastrous consequences
of tobacco growing and
production are its associ-
ated health risks directly or
indirectly. For example, the
intensive handling of insec-
ticides and toxic chemi-
cals during the cultivation
of tobacco is attributed to
cause ill health among many
farmers and their families.

Smoking tobacco poses
multiple health risks to
human body and develop-
ment of multiple disease
conditions, besides posing
a threat to living beings
around us, including the
environment we live in.
And smoking tobacco is
the crucial cause of dis-
eases of almost every organ
system of the human body
most common being lung
cancers, stroke and heart
diseases, including other
lifestyle diseases. We could
see rising incidence of such
medical conditions nowa-
days -- one of the prominent
risk factor being smoking
tobacco.

More importantly, expo-
sure to second-hand smoke
raises the risk -- by as
much as 30 percent -- that
others will get lung cancer
and many other types of
cancer, besides pose a risk
for development of heart
diseases. Moreover, chew-
ing tobacco use is also a risk
factor for the development

of oral cancers , gum dis-
ease, tooth decay and tooth
loss, and have possible links
to other cancers as well.

To address the problem,
the WHO Framework Con-
vention on Tobacco Control
offers specific principles
and policy options on the
promotion of economi-
cally viable alternatives for
tobacco workers, growers
and individual sellers - to
move into the production
of alternative sustainable
food crops, and on enhanc-
ing protection of the envi-
ronment and the health of
people.

Moreover, the campaign
focuses on to acknowledge
governments and policy-
makers to step up legis-
lation, develop suitable
policies and strategies, and
enable market conditions
for tobacco farmers to shift
to growing sustainable food
crops that would provide
them and their families with
a better life. And, the land
used to grow tobacco could
be more efficiently used to
achieve United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Goals
like SDG 2 (to end hunger,
achieve food security and
improved nutrition and pro-
mote sustainable agricul-
ture) and SDG 3 (to ensure
healthy lives and promote
wellbeing for all at all ages).

More to say, there is a
dire need to held more
awareness public cam-
paigns to sensitize the soci-
ety towards the ill effects
of smoking(and chewing)
tobacco on human body,
our environment and
other living beings and to
ensure the ways for its pre-
vention.

drtasadukitoo@gmail.com

STEM hiring in tier 2 and 3 Indian cities
to rise by 15- 20 pc by 2027 Report

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

With tech companies
expanding their hiring
focus to tier 2 and tier 3
cities, jobs for science,
technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM)
graduates from these
regions is expected to rise
by 15-20 per cent by 2027,
areport said on Friday.

STEM opportunities are
growing in locations such
as Bengaluru, Hyderabad
and Pune. Additionally,
India's overall STEM sector
is projected to see a 40-45
per cent increase by 2027,
driven by rising demand
for skilled professionals
across industries, accord-
ing to the report by NLB
Services. A Centre for
Security and Emerging
Technology (CSET) report
on the global distribution
of STEM graduates reveals
that 34 per cent of all grad-
uates in India come from
STEM disciplines.

Additionally, indus-
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try insights indicate that
India’s annual STEM grad-
uate output is sufficient to
meet the IT-related work-
force demands of Europe
and the US, including spe-
cialised roles. This high-
lights the important role
of STEM in promoting
employment and acceler-
ating economic growth.
The growing emphasis
on STEM education and
workforce development is
a testament to India’s com-
mitment to innovation and
economic progress.

“This is also reflect-
ed in the Union Budget
announcement focusing
on transforming India’s
education landscape with
initiatives like 50,000

P '

Atal Tinkering Labs, high-
speed internet for rural
schools, Al integration,
and skill development,”
said Sachin Alug, CEO,
NLB Services.

The tinkering labs will
help in research in the
STEM field where stu-
dents can practice new
ideas and approaches.
Additionally, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s ‘One
Day as a Scientist’ initia-
tive, for National Science
Day 2025, encourages
young minds to engage
with research institu-
tions, fostering hands-on
scientific exploration, Alug
mentioned.

Covering engineering,
technology, and scien-

tific research opportuni-
ties, the STEM domain
includes roles such as
software developer, com-
puter network architect,
environmental engineer,
and biochemist with the
most sought-after posi-
tions being software devel-
opers (24 per cent), data
analysts (18 per cent), and
AI/ML specialists (15 per
cent).

Each year, more than
1.5 million students take
the Joint Entrance Exami-
nation (JEE), competing
for roughly 16,000 seats
at the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs).

Likewise, the National
Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET) sees over 1.8
million aspirants vying
for around 90,000 MBBS
seats. This fierce competi-
tion reflects the high soci-
etal and economic value
placed on STEM careers,
driven by lucrative salary
prospects and the percep-
tion of greater job stability
in these fields.

Indian private hospitals to add 10K beds
by next fiscal, 6K added in FY25: Report

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Private hospitals in India
have increased their
capacity by around 6,000
beds this fiscal, according
to a report on Friday.

The report by Crisil Rat-
ings, based on an analysis
of 91 private hospitals,
showed that this will be
followed by 4,000 beds
next fiscal, at an invest-
ment of Rs 11,500 crore.
Together, the 10,000 beds
will equal the number of
beds added between fis-
cals 2020 and 2024.

“With occupancy close
to the peak of 65-70
per cent and contin-
ued demand for quality
healthcare, private hospi-
tals are investing around
Rs 25,000 crore this fiscal
and the next, nearly 80
per cent higher than the
average annual invest-
ment in the previous four
fiscals,” said Anuj Sethi,
Senior Director, Crisil Rat-
ings.

“Three-fourths of the

capex will be funded
through internal accruals.
Plus, healthy return met-
rics have attracted a sub-
stantial investment of Rs
55,000-60,000 crore from
private equity and equity
markets since fiscal 2022,”
he added.

Currently, private hos-
pitals account for about
63 per cent of the sectoral
revenue in India. Between
fiscals 2020-2024, private
hospitals clocked a com-
pound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of about 18
per cent in revenue and
healthy operating profit-
ability of around 18 per
cent, ensuring strong cash
flow, the report said.

“Their strong perfor-
mance and the relatively
low bed capacity per
person in India vis-a-vis
developed and develop-
ing nations has spurred
substantial investments
through private equity
and initial public offerings
(IPOs). This has strength-
ened balance sheets and
enabled hospitals to

pursue ambitious bed
additions without materi-
ally impacting their credit
profiles,” it added.

Further, half of the
new beds will come from
greenfield expansions,
highlighting significant
investment in new health-
care infrastructure. About
40 per cent will comprise
brownfield development,
focusing on modernising
and optimising existing
facilities. The remaining 10
per cent will result from
large players taking over
under-construction hos-
pitals and small and mid-
sized hospitals, reinforc-
ing organic growth efforts,
the report said.

“The large proportion
of greenfield expansion
poses risks related to
timely completion and
ramp-up in occupancies.
However, given that about
70 per cent of these proj-
ects are in metropolitan/
Tier 1 cities, where hospi-
tals reach optimal occu-
pancy and break-even in
12-15 months, the pressure

on profitability and asso-
ciated return metrics is
likely to be limited,” said
Naren Kartic. K, Associate
Director, Crisil Ratings.

“Moreover, recent
equity raises have
strengthened balance
sheets, allowing for
absorption of capex debt
without materially impact-
ing debt protection met-
rics,” he added.

Notably, the interest
coverage ratio and total
debt to EBITDA -- both
key debt protection met-
rics -- are expected to
stay healthy at around
8.0 times and 1.2 times,
respectively. This mirrors
last year's performance
and lending stability to
credit profiles.

While healthy demand
for quality healthcare
should keep occupancy
high despite the bed addi-
tion, the ability of hospi-
tals to sustain operating
profitability and regula-
tory changes will remain
monitorable in the road
ahead, the report added.

Twin studies show neurological, respiratory
disorders linger up to three years post-Covid

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

While the Covid-19 pan-
demic is over, its effects
continue to haunt a large
majority of people infect-
ed by the infectious dis-
ease. Two separate studies
have shown that several
neurological and respira-
tory disorders as well as
other health complica-
tions continue to affect
people who were hospital-
ised with the disease.

In the first study, a
team of researchers from
France studied data from
nearly 64,000 French resi-
dents who were followed
for up to 30 months. Their
findings, published in the
journal Infectious Diseas-
es, showed that patients
who were hospitalised due
to Covid have experienced
a higher rate of deaths
from any cause -- 5,218 per
100,000 people.

In the 30 months moni-
tored, these people were
more likely to be hospital-
ised for any reason. And
they were particularly at

high risk for neurological,
psychiatric, cardiovascu-
lar, and respiratory prob-
lems.

While there was no dif-
ference between men and
women in the risk of hos-
pitalisation, women were
hospitalised more due
to psychiatric problems.
Elderly over 70 years of
age were also at high risk
of hospitalisation due to
organ-specific disorders.

Notably, the risks
remained high for up to
30 months for neurologi-
cal and respiratory disor-
ders, chronic kidney fail-
ure, and diabetes.

“Even 30 months after
hospitalisation, Covid-19
patients remained at an
increased risk of death
or severe health compli-
cations, reflecting the
long-lasting, wider con-
sequences of the disease

on people’s lives,” said Dr
Charles Burdet, an Infec-
tious Diseases specialist, at
Universite Paris Cite.

“These findings are
a stark reminder of the
far-reaching impact of
Covid, which extends far
beyond the initial infec-
tion,” added lead author
Dr Sarah Tubiana, infec-
tious diseases expert, at
the Clinical Investigation
Center at Bichat Hospital
(Paris).

The second study, led
by US researchers from
the universities of Rush,
Yale, and Washington, fol-
lowed 3,663 participants
for three years.

Their findings, pub-
lished in The Lancet
Regional Health, long
Covid patients had worse
physical and mental
health outcomes up to
three years after initial
infection.

While the majority of
those with long Covid did
not resolve, vaccination
was associated with better
outcomes, the researchers
said.

Indian pharma sector sees growth at 8 pc CAGR,
export rates spike by 9 pc 1n 2024 Report

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The Indian pharma sector
has grown at 8 per cent
CAGR and has alsoseena 9
per cent increase in export
rates in 2024, according to
areport.

The report by McKin-
sey & Company showed
that the pharma sector in
the country is witnessing
rapid production growth.
Expanding its capabili-
ties in APIs and biotech-
nology, it has grown at
8 per cent CAGR, twice
the global average. The
country also emerged as
the world’s largest sup-
plier of generic medicines,
with a 9 per cent pharma
export growth rate, nearly
double the global average,
the report said. Currently,
India meets 20 per cent
of global demand. This
includes over 40 per cent
of generic medicines being
supplied to the US, and 25
per cent to the UK. The
country also supplies over
60 per cent of the world’s
vaccines and 70 per cent
of global antiretroviral

drugs for HIV treatment.
Further the report
showed that India is also
marching ahead in terms
of emerging modalities
like mRNA, cell and gene
therapies, and antibod-
ies. These are witnessing
a growth at 13-14 per cent
CAGR, surpassing conven-
tional drug growth.
Notably, the pharma
sector in India has seen
an increase in the number
of US Food and Drug
Administration (USFDA)
registered generic manu-
facturing sites. In 2024,

India had a network of
752 FDA-approved, 2,050
WHO GMP-certified, and
286 EDQM-approved
plants.

There has been a sharp
improvement in compli-
ance outcomes over the
last several years. The
incidences of ‘official
action indicated’ (OAI)
after USFDA inspections
dropped by 50 per cent
between 2013-14 and 2023-
24.

The pharma sector has
also seen a surge in green
manufacturing initiatives,

with 10 of India’s top 20
pharma companies pledg-
ing for over 30 per cent
emissions reduction by
2030.

Despite these progress-
es the industry faces criti-
cal challenges as it reaches
a tipping point. Disrup-
tions such as digital trans-
formation, smart automa-
tion, and the rise of new
treatment modalities
could reshape pharma-
ceutical operations. Geo-
political shifts, nearshor-
ing trends, and increasing
sustainability demands
also pose potential risks,
the report said.

“India’s pharmaceuti-
cal industry stands strong
today because of what
it has built over the last
decade,” said Vishnukaant
Pitty, Partner, McKinsey &
Company.

“With disruptions on
the horizon, it is cru-
cial for the industry to
embrace these strategic
themes and fundamen-
tally transform operating
model to unlock a high-
performance future,” he
added.
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Vidarbha secure first-innings
lead over Kerala

NAGPUR, FEB 28 (UNI)

intervals.

flurry of wickets.

AGENCIES

Vidarbha gained a crucial first-innings lead of
37 runs against Kerala at stumps on Day 3 of
the Ranji Trophy final here on Friday.

Kerala, despite a promising start, fal-
tered in the final session, finishing at 342
in response to Vidarbha’s 379.

Captain Sachin Baby played a resilient
98-run knock, keeping Kerala’s hopes
alive, but his dismissal marked a turning
point. Until then, he had rotated the strike
effectively and found boundaries at regular

However, an attempt to accelerate his
scoring resulted in his downfall, allowing
Vidarbha to regain control. The run flow
was stifled post his dismissal, leading to a

Ultimate Table Tennis makes
Ahmedabad debut with Season
6 set to begin on May 29

title.

near future.

AHMEDABAD, FEB 28 (UNI)

Ultimate Table Tennis (UTT), India’s premier
table tennis league, will return for Season 6
from May 29 to June 15, and will see Ahmed-
abad playing host for the first time.

As UTT continues to grow, eight teams
featuring a dynamic mix of top Indian and
international table tennis stars will battle for
the crown, with defending champions Goa
Challengers looking to claim a historic third

Ahmedabad is fast cementing its place
in India’s sporting ecosystem, becoming a
hotbed for multiple disciplines with world-
class infrastructure and a vision to host mar-
quee events, such as the 2030 Youth Olym-
pics and the 2036 Olympic Games, in the

Women football referees workshop
in Srinagar will immensely benefit

AGENCIES
MUMBALI, FEB 28 (UNI)

Nadiya Nighat is already a t

trailblazer in Indian sport,
she is the first ever female
football coach in Kashmir
and has used the sport as
atool for the upliftment of
other women in the Kash-
mir region.

Having first started play-
ing with boys, Nadiya con-
tinues to don many hats in
the sport of football. She
became the first female
football coach in Kashmir
at just 19 in 2015.

Hailing from the Ram-
bagh area in Srinagar,
Nadiya has stood firm
against perceptions and
gender bias to carve a
niche for herself as one of
the leading voices in the
region

Reliance Foundation
Youth Sports (RFYS) is
dedicated to promoting
football and empowering
women across all levels of
the game.

As part of its various
initiatives to empower
women in football, RFYS
hosted the Women's Foot-
ball Referees Workshop
on February 21 and 22 in
Srinagar, in collaboration
with the All India Football
Federation (AIFF). This ini-
tiative aims to upskill and
inspire over 170 women
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match officials across
India, fostering a stronger
and more inclusive refer-
eeing ecosystem.

The workshops will con-
tinue in Kolkata (March
1-2), Shillong (March 8-9),
Chennai (March 15-16) and
Mumbai (March 19-20).

Nadiya hailed the initia-
tive, saying, "This work-
shop is a great platform for
the women officials in the
region to gain knowledge.
We have a lot of women
who have not played pro-
fessional football but want
to be referees. An initiative
like this helps them make
that step up and acquire
additional skills. I'm sure
that from the 16 women
from Kashmir who took
part in this workshop, a
few will go on to offici-
ate at the highest level.

New format unveiled for Hockey India Senior
Women National Championship in Panchkula

AGENCIES
NEW DELHL FEB 28 (UNI)

The stage is set for the
15th Hockey India Senior
Women National Cham-
pionship 2025, which will
take place from March 1
to 12 at the Tau Devi Lal
Hockey Stadium, Panch-
kula.

In a significant develop-
ment, Hockey India has
introduced a new format
featuring a promotion and
relegation system, adding
an extra layer of competi-
tiveness and excitement to
the tournament.

The 2025 edition will
see the participation of 28
teams, classified into three
Divisions: Division A, Divi-
sion B, and Division C.
This new format not only
enhances the competition
but also provides a clear
pathway for teams to
ascend to higher divisions
or risk relegation based on
their performance.

Division A: The Battle
for the Title

The top 12 teams,

including defending cham-
pions Hockey Haryana,
will compete in Division A
for the coveted champion-
ship trophy. The teams are
split into four pools:

Pool A: Hockey Hary-
ana, Hockey Association of
Odisha, Hockey Karnataka

Pool B: Hockey Maha-
rashtra, Manipur Hockey,

Hockey Punjab
Pool C: Hockey
Jharkhand, Hockey

Mizoram, Hockey Unit of
Tamil Nadu

Pool D: Hockey Madhya
Pradesh, Hockey Bengal,
Uttar Pradesh Hockey

Each team will play in
a league format within
their respective pools. The

top two teams from each
pool will advance to the
Quarterfinals, scheduled
for 9th March, followed
by the Semifinals on 10th
March, and the Final and
3rd/4th place play-off on
12th March.

The winner will lift the
15th Hockey India Senior
Women National Champi-
onship 2025 trophy, while
the bottom two teams will
be relegated to Division B
for the next edition.

Division B: The Quest
for Promotion

Nine teams will com-
pete in Division B, with the
goal of earning promotion
to Division A. The teams
are divided into two pools:

Pool A: Telangana
Hockey, Hockey Uttara-
khand, Assam Hockey,
Hockey Rajasthan, Hockey
Association of Bihar

Pool B: Delhi Hockey,
Chhattisgarh Hockey,
Hockey Chandigarh,
Hockey Himachal

The top two teams from
Division B will earn pro-
motion to Division A for
the next season, while the
bottom two will be relegat-
ed to Division C. No knock-
out rounds will be held
in Division B; the league
standings will determine
promotions and relega-
tions.

Division C: Rising
Through the Ranks

Seven teams in Division
C will vie for promotion to
Division B.

Pool A: Kerala Hockey,
Dadra & Nagar Haveli and
Daman & Diu Hockey,
Hockey Gujarat

Pool B: Hockey Andhra
Pradesh, Le Puduch-
erry Hockey, Hockey
Arunachal, Hockey Jammu
and Kashmir

It has been possible due to Punjab Kings: Shashank

AGENCIES
MOHALL FEB 28 (UNI)

After a great Indian Pre-
mier League season last
year, Punjab Kings’ explo-
sive batter Shashank
Singh is ready to don the
red jersey once again and
prove his mettle.

Having made the head-
lines with his impressive
match-winning perfor-
mances in season 17 of the
tournament, Shashank
described how his life has
changed in this one year.

Shashank’s back-to-
back thrilling performanc-
es earned him immense
popularity, making him

the ninth most searched
athlete on Google across
the globe in 2024.

He grabbed eyeballs
when he scored 61 not
out in just 29 balls against
Gujarat Titans and helped
the team end up on the
winning side.

Speaking about the
same, Shashank said, “I
did not know that Google
releases a list of people
who are searched across
the world. It’s a big thing
honestly. I prefer celebrat-
ing in solace. But deep

inside, it feels good that
people across India and
the world are searching
for my name and knowing
what I do.”

Singh credited his time
with Punjab for the same.
“It has been possible
because of the Punjab
Kings. There are so many
cricketers who are talent-
ed, and playing at the top
level but Punjab Kings has
always shown trust in me
and have backed me. It’s
true that I worked hard as
well.”

A workshop like this will
immensely benefit the
youth of Jammu & Kash-
mir."

Nadiya first started off
playing cricket before
football piqued her inter-
estin 2007 as a 11-year old.
"While fielding in cricket,
I would always enjoys
using my leg to stop the
ball. When I got to know
that a few boys who used
to stay near our house had
started playing football, I
decided to join them.

I didn't even know that
football was a sport at
that time, all I knew was
that I liked kicking a ball,"
Nadiya says about her first
memories of the sport.

Nadiya still continues to
be an active player along-
side being a coach.

"I have played for many
different teams at the
national level. Even now,
I still continue to play.

I most recently took
part in the 38th National
Games in Uttarakhand,"
she adds.

Wanting to inspire the
young girls in Kashmir she
says, "It might be unreal-
istic but I still dream of
playing for the Indian
national team. I just want
to be a part of at least one
national camp. Only so
that young girls in Kash-
mir have a role model in

iya Nighat

front of them that they
can aspire to emulate and
follow in the footsteps of.
It was something that I
never had while growing
up."

Each workshop will see
match officials from neigh-
bouring regions partici-
pate. For instance, the Sri-
nagar session welcomed
participants from Chan-
digarh, Punjab, Jammu,
Himachal Pradesh, and
other nearby areas. Expert
AIFF instructors will lead
the workshops, including
Uvena

Fernandes-the only
Indian assistant referee to
officiate in a FIFA World
Cup final-and Maria Rebel-
lo, former captain of the
Indian women's national
team and a FIFA-listed ref-
eree.

In November 2024,
RFYS organized a work-
shop for Indian Women's
League (IWL) match offi-
cials, focusing on enhanc-
ing technical skills and
match-day performance.

Since 2022, RFYS in col-
laboration with AIFF and
other strategic partners,
has conducted multiple
similar workshops, ben-
efiting over 620 coaches
and women match officials
and empowering them to
play critical roles in devel-
oping Indian football.

TWO- DAY STRENGTH LIFTING CHAMPIONSHIP
CONCLUDES SUCCESSFULLY IN SRINAGAR

RPHQ Baramulla hosts thrilling

skiing competiti

HT NEWS NETWORK
GULMARG, FEB 28

To promote sportsman-
ship, community engage-
ment, and healthy activi-
ties among the youth,
Range Police Headquar-
ters Baramulla success-
fully organized a one-day
skiing competition at Gul-
marg, attracting nearly 50
enthusiastic participants
from all districts of North

on at Gulmarg

Kashmir.

The competition wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from students
and locals, who show-
cased their skiing skills
on the slopes of Gulmarg.
The event was a won-
derful example of how
the community comes
together to celebrate not
just sports but the spirit
of unity, resilience, and
collaboration.
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