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Distt Admin Srinagar bids
warm farewell to Tharun
Patnaik IAS probationer

P03

Athar Amir Khan kick starts
“Clean Kulgam, Green
Kulgam” campaign

No Local Recruitment in Terror
Outfits, No Militant Commander Alive
Across Kashmir : LG Sinha

‘Don’t touch innocents, don’t spare the culprits, our policy is clear’
‘76 govt employees terminated for supporting terrorism’

B HT News Network

JAMMU, Feb 25:
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Tues-
day said that local
recruitment in terror-
istgroups hasdropped

are prepared to estab-
lish peace," he assert-
ed, adding that the
“people of Jammu are
nationalists and they
will never tolerate ter-
rorism.”

On action against
terrorist supporters,

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Feb 24;]AMMU,
FEBRUARY 25: Setting the
stage for the upcoming budget
presentationonMarch 7, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah today
chaired aseries of pre-budget
meetings with several key
government departments at
the Civil Secretariat here to
finalize proposals for the
upcoming budget, which is
scheduled to be presented on

CM holds Pre-Budget Meetings With Key
Departments Ahead of March 7 Budget Presentation

Principal Secretary Finance
Santosh D Vaidya, along with
Administrative Secretaries
from the Power Development
Department, Housing & Urban
Development, Industries &
Commerce, Tourism, Public
Works Department (R&B),
Health & Medical Education,
Rural Development. Director
General Budget Mohammad
Sultan Malik and Joint Director
Budget Shafat Yahya also
attended the meetings.
During the consultations,

@

to zero and no com-
mander of any outfitis
alive in Kashmir.

In an interview to
National Channel, LG
Sinhaaccordingtothe
news agency—said,
“Security forces are
followinga clear guid-
ing principle: Don’t

touchinnocents,don’t  butthefocus had shift-
spare the culprits." ed to Kashmir. Our
Referringtoterror- neighboring country

istsshifting their focus
to Jammu region, LG
Sinha said, “Jammu
was neverachallenge,

played a role in infil-
trating people and
disturbing peace in
Jammuregion, but we

LG Sinha said, "We
have to wipe out the
terror ecosystem.” He
revealed that 76 gov-
ernment employees
hadbeendismissed for
supporting terrorism.

He said that these
measures played a piv

TURN ON.....PAGE 02

March 7.

The meetings were held to
understand the sector wise
priorities and to align it with
government’s development
agenda.

The meetings would con-

tinue in the coming days with
otherdepartmentsalsosched-
uled tobriefthe ChiefMinister.

The meetings were attend-
ed by Minister for Health &
Medical Education Sakeena
Itoo, Minister for Rural Devel-

opment and Panchayati Raj
Javed Ahmad Dar and Advisor
to the Chief Minister Nasir
Aslam Wani, Additional Chief
Secretary Jal Shakti Shaleen
Kabra, Additional ChiefSecre-
tary to CM Dheeraj Gupta,

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
emphasized the need for a
pragmaticand growth-orient-
edbudget thataddresses pub-
licaspirationsand strengthens
key sectors of the economy.
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

If Accession is Permanent, How

4-day wet spell begins in J&K, snow
in upper reaches, rains lash plains

MeT predicts more snow for 3 days; depts directed to keep men, machinery ready

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Feb 25 (UNI) Amid
forecasts of widespread rain
and snowfall over the next four
days, several higher reaches of
Kashmir, including the famous
skiresortof Gulmarg, received
fresh snowfall on Tuesday while
plains received rains, officials
said.Some higher reaches of
Kashmir valley and the ski

resort of Gulmarg and Tang-
marg in North Kashmir’s
Baramullaexperienced afresh
snowfall this afternoon turning
the destinations into a winter
wonderland.The Indian Mete-

orological Department (IMD)
on Tuesday predicted that a
fresh Western Disturbance
(WD)islikely tobring moderate
to widespread rain and snow-
fallacross Jammuand Kashmir
over the next four days.
Asoftoday evening, Srinagar
and other low-lying areas con-
tinued to experience rain,
impacting daily activities. The
inclement weatheris expected
to TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Come Conditions are not
Permanent? : CM Omar Abdullah

J&K’s accession with India was to be formalized
through plebiscite: CM Omar Abdullah

B HT News Network

Srinagar,Jan 25: Jammu and Kashmir ChiefMinister
&Nationa Confernce Vice President Omar Abdullah said
that there is a context to word temporary or transi-
tional associated with Art 370.0mar Abdullah has
reiterated that Jammuand Kashmir's accession to India
was permanent, but so were the conditions and the
framework that enabled it. Challenging the selective
interpretation of constitutional provisions, he argued
that both aspects must be treated equally, rather than
one being considered permanent and the other
temporary."Whatwas to happenin Jammuand Kashmir
to make it permanent? Acceptance

TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
extends Herath (Mahashivratri)
greetings to people of J&K

B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 25:JAMMU,
FEBRUARY 25: Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
today extended his warmest greet-
ings to the people on the auspi-
cious occasion of Herath
(Mahashivratri).

In his message, the Chief Min-
ister described the festival as a
joyousoccasion, symbolizing faith,
devotion and a moment of spiri-
tual renewal.

He prayed for the sacred festi-
val to bring peace, prosperity and
divine blessings to every home

and to all those celebrating.

The Chief Minister also con-
veyed his greetings through his
official Xaccount, posting: “Wish-
ingeveryone ajoyousandblessed
Herath! May this sacred festival
bring peace, prosperity,and divine
blessings to every home. Herath
Mubarak!”

TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Elderly man found dead

Have positive hopes on
Omar govt’s maiden

Speaker LA engages with Media in pre-budget session talks

Assures them of extending every assistance for smooth coverage of proceedings

under mysterious
conditionsin Srinagar

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Feb25:- A65-yearold man
was found dead under mysterious
conditions at his residence in Watal
Kadal area of Central Kashmir Srinagar
district on Tuesday.An official told
news agency that a 65 year old man

from Watal TURN ON.....PAGE 02
HC orders toll reduction
at 2 NH plazas until
work finishes

B HT News Network

Budgam, Feb 25: In a significant
development forcommuters using the
National Highway-44 (NH-44) from
Pathankot to Udhampur, the Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh High Court on
Tuesday ordered a reduction in toll
fees at two plazas along the highway.

According to the judgment, a copy
of which lies with the news agency—
the court ruled that only 20 percent
of the toll fee should be collected until
the completion  RALTKOTAN:YS 1)

Tarigami
greets peopleon
Mahashivratri

B Farooq Rather

Jammu, Feb 25: CPI (M) leader
Mohamad Yousuf Tarigami has felic-
itated Kashmiri Pandit Community on
the eve of Maha Shivratri, popularly
known as “Hearath”.

In his message, Tarigami has said
that the day reminds us about the
communal harmony and brotherhood
which is the landmark of Kashmiri’s
rich culture and ethos.

He said the occasion renews the
resolve of the people of the region
towards TURN ON.....PAGE 02
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budget: PDP’s Parra

B HT News Network

Srinagar, Feb 25: Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) MLA from Pulwama, Waheed-ur-Rehman
Parra on Tuesday said they have positive hopes
on Omar Abdullah-led government’s firstbudget,
which will be presented by  FITINIEIR

B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 25:
Speaker of Legislative Assembly,
Abdul Rahim Rather, today
chaired a crucial meeting with
the media fraternity tofacilitate
smooth and efficient coverage

of the maiden Budget Session
of Omar led government here.
The meeting was attended
by Director Information, Nitish
Rajora; Secretary, JKLA, Manoj
Kumar Pandit; SSP Traffic, Fais-
al Qureshi; SSP Security Civil
Secretariat, Sajjad K. Bhat;
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Will prioritize progress, tourism, youth
employment in Assembly Session: BJP

Backs liquor ban, slams PDR accuses NC of deceiving people

lawmaker, Arvind gupta while speaking tothe
news agency—said that the party will focus
on the development of Jammu and Kashmir,
tackling youth unemploymentand
alsoimproving tourismacross the
region.The leader said, “We will
A raise the issue of unemployment
& among the youth of J&IK and work
towards creating more job oppor-
tunities for them."The BJPwill also

TURNON.....

B HT News Network

Jammu, Feb 25: BharatiyaJanata
Party (BJP) on Tuesday said that the
party will raise the issues related i
to development, tourism, unem- 4
ployment and others during the
upcoming Budget Session of Jammu
and Kashmir, slated to be held from X
March 3.A senior BJP leader and Jammu west

push for the

PAGE 02

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, FEB 25: In yet another rec-
ognition at prestigious global event, Mir
Arshad Hussain, a noted papier mache
craftsman from Bota Kadal, Lal Bazar, has
been conferred with the first prize and
Diploma of Honor at the 9th International
Fajr Festival of Handicrafts, Sarv-e-Simin,
at Tehran, by the Iranian Minister for Cul-
tural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts,
Seyed Reza Salehi Amiri.

plate, which

Kashmir’s papier-maché artist clinches top
prize atint’l handicrafts festivalin Iran

Mir Arshad’s fusion papier-maché wall plate triumphs over 7,000 global entries

Mir Arshad’s entry of papier mache wall

TURN ON.....PAGE 02
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Srinagar, Feb 25 (UNI) Asia’s largest Tulip
Garden in Srinagar is set to showcase a
breath-taking display of 1.7 million tulip
bulbs this year, including two newly intro-
duced varieties imported from the Nether-
lands, officials said.

Nestled in the foothills of the Zabarwan
Range, overlooking the iconic Dal Lake, the
Tulip Garden in Srinagar remains a major
attraction for tourists and nature lovers from
around the world.

“Everyyear, the Floriculture Department
strives to introduce new tulip varieties to

enhance the garden’s vibrancy and appeal.
This year, we have added two new

Tulip Garden to have 75 varieties this year, two more imported from Netherlands
1.7 million tulips to bloom, garden to open after March 15, parking capacity increased’

varieties to make the display even more
colorful,” said Assistant Floriculture Officer
(AFO) Asif Ahmad told UNI.

Last year, the garden featured 72 tulip
varieties in an array of colours. This year,
the number has increased to 74, offering
visitors an even more mesmerizing floral
spectacle. The garden is expected to open
to the public after March 20.

“The two new tulip varieties—Triumph
and Darwin Hybrid—imported from the
Netherlands, will add a fresh burst of colour
and charm to the garden,” Asif added.

TURN ON.....PAGE 02
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BJP

development of border tourism, particu-
larly in areas previously impacted by cross-
border shelling. “We are committed to pro-
mote border tourism in both Jammu and
Kashmir and we want these areas to benefit
from tourism for the overall development of
the region,” Gupta added.

Regarding the liquor ban, he stated that
the party has no objections to the proposal.
However, he criticized the PDP, stating that
it is the same party that opposed the ban
when it was in power but is now demanding
it. “Kashmir is the land of Sufis, and Jammu
is the land of temples. If the liquor ban is
implemented, we supportit. The PDPopposed
itinthe past butis now deceiving the people
on this issue,” he said.

The BJP lawmaker also took aim at the
Jammu and Kashmir National Conference's
(JKNC) 12-point manifesto, claiming the
party has not fulfilled its promises. “Instead
of addressing real issues, the ruling party is
misleading the people by focusing on Article
370 and other irrelevant matters,” Gupta
said—(KNO)

DEAD

Kadal Srinagar was found dead under
mysterious conditions at his home.

Meanwhile police have taken cognizance
and started investigation.—(JKNS)

HC

construction work under the Delhi-Amrit-
sar-Katra Expressway project.

A Bench comprising Chief Justice Tashi
Rabstan and Justice MA Choudhary stated
that toll fees should not be collected from
commutersifthe highwayisin poor condition
due to ongoing construction.

The court said that tolls are intended to
compensate users for smooth, well-main-
tained infrastructure. However, the current
state of the highway, marked by diversions
and potholes, fails to provide such facilities
to travelers. “Itis unfair to continue charging
tollswhentheroadisinadeteriorated condi-
tion,” the court said, acknowledging the
concerns of commuters.

The decision came inresponse to a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) filed by Sugandha
Sawhney, who sought exemption from toll
taxes at Lakhanpur, Thandi Khui, and Bann
toll plazas on NH-44.

The highway is currently undergoing
construction for the Delhi-Amritsar-Katra
Expressway project. The plea highlighted the
inconvenience caused to the public due to
the construction work, which has reduced
the four-lane highway to a single lane in many
areas.

The court also noted that the National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI) and the
concessionaire had acknowledged the dete-
riorated condition of the highway, with alter-
native service roads provided for traffic.
Despite this, toll fees were being collected,
which the court deemed unfair given the
poor condition of the road. The Thandi Khui
Toll Plaza had already ceased toll collection
since January 26 last year.

The court criticized the government for
raising toll fees at Lakhanpur and Bann toll
plazas while the Thandi Khui plazawas closed.
This move was seenas furtherburdening the
public, especially since the highway was in
such poor condition. The court referred to a
statement by Union Minister Nitin Gadkari
in June 2024, which stated that tolls should
not be charged for roads that are not in good
condition or up to required standards.

ARTICLE 370

into the system? No, sir. If you are going to
leave this, then take the whole thing. What was
the promise made to the people of Jammu and
Kashmir at the point of accession that made this
temporary and transitional? The promise was
a plebiscite,” Abdullah asserted.

He explained that at the time of accession,
Jammu and Kashmir’s status had not been
fully formalized, and it was understood thatits
future would be determined through demo-
cratic means. Over time, the accession was
accepted asfinal, but Abdullahinsisted that the
framework governing it should have remained
unchanged.

"If accession is permanent, then the condi-
tions and the framework that made accession
possible are also permanent. One cannot be
temporary while the otheris permanent. Either
bothare temporary orbothare permanent,” he
stated.

He accused the central government of selec-
tively interpreting Jammu and Kashmir’s con-
stitutional status. "We used to see both as
permanent. We don’t pick and choose. We say
thataccessionis permanent,and the conditions
and the framework of accession are also per-
manent. Butyousay thataccessionis permanent,
while the framework is temporary. This is the
difference in our thinking," he remarked.

Abdullah’s remarks come amid continuing
political debates over Jammu and Kashmir’s
special status, which was revoked on August 5,
2019. While the government argues that the
move fully integrated the region into India,
Abdullah and others continue to challenge the
decision, citing historical commitments made

®© 00 ©

at the time of accession. (KNS)
(o)

Development and Panchayati Raj Javed
Ahmad Dar and Advisor to the Chief Minister
Nasir Aslam Wani, Additional Chief Secretary
Jal Shakti Shaleen Kabra, Additional Chief
Secretary to CM Dheeraj Gupta, Principal
Secretary Finance Santosh D Vaidya, along
with Administrative Secretaries from the
Power Development Department, Housing
& Urban Development, Industries & Com-
merce, Tourism, Public Works Department
(R&B), Health & Medical Education, Rural
Development. Director General Budget
Mohammad Sultan Malik and Joint Director
Budget Shafat Yahyaalso attended the meet-
ings.

During the consultations, Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah emphasized the need for a
pragmatic and growth-oriented budget that
addresses publicaspirations and strengthens
key sectors of the economy.

He reiterated the government’s commit-
ment to inclusive development, transparent
governance and efficient utilization of public
resources. The discussions delved into both
Capital Expenditure (CapEx) and Revenue
Expenditure (RevEX), withafocus onoptimiz-
ing budgetary allocations for infrastructure
development, social welfare programs, and
service deliveryimprovements. Chief Minis-
ter Abdullah directed the departments to
prioritize flagship projects, accelerate ongo-
inginitiatives,and ensure timely implemen-
tation of development schemes.

Aspartofthebudget preparation process,
the ChiefMinister has already held extensive
consultations with public representatives
fromall 20districts, including DDC chairper-
sons and MLAs.

Additionally, interactions were conducted
with stakeholders from industry, trade and
travel, academia, intelligentsia, tourism,
sports, agriculture, horticulture, and other
sectors. These engagements aim to incorpo-
rate diverse perspectives into the budget,
ensuring that the government’s financial
roadmap is in sync with the needs and aspi-
rations of the people. With today’s consulta-
tions covering eight major departments, the
pre-budget exercise has been in full swing.

OMAR

Inhis message, the ChiefMinister described
the festival asa joyous occasion, symbolizing
faith, devotion and a moment of spiritual
renewal.

He prayed for the sacred festival to bring
peace, prosperity and divine blessings to
every home and to all those celebrating.

The Chief Minister also conveyed his greet-
ings through his official X account, posting:
“Wishing everyone a joyous and blessed
Herath! May this sacred festival bring peace,
prosperity, and divine blessings to every
home. Herath Mubarak!”

LG

otalroleinestablishing peaceintheregion.

LG Sinha praised the improved coordina-
tion among security forces, which had con-
tributed to successfully tackling terrorism.

NOSHUTDOWN CALENDAR, ONLY BUSI-
NESS CALENDAR

Regarding the revival of Kashmir’s cul-
tural and tourism sector, Sinha noted that
Bollywood film shootings had resumed, and
cinemahalls had reopened inthe region after
32 years. Following the successful conduct
of the G20 summit, the number of foreign
tourists visiting Kashmir had increased sig-
nificantly. International cricket, including the
Legends League, had been introduced, and
there wasnolongera"shutdown calendar"—
only a "business calendar.”

"The new generation has forgotten stone-
pelting, and for the first time in 35 years,
Muharram processions were allowed. People
were fed up with the violence," he observed.

WEARE ON SAME PAGE VIS-A-VIS DEVEL-
OPMENT

Dispelling speculation of any discord
between the Chief Minister and the Lieuten-
ant Governor, he clarified, "We are on the
same page whenit comes to the development
of JRK."

Healso assured the people that the Union
Home Minister had affirmed on the floor of
the house, and even the Prime Minister had
assured, that statehood would be restored.

The Lieutenant Governor emphasized that
steps taken to make governance transparent
and accountable had led to increased public
faith in the system.

He noted that J&K’s growth rate had risen
by 9.5% and that wasteful expenditure had
been reduced. He also lauded the J&K Police,
stating thatit was different from other police
forcesinthe country and that security forces
had played a crucial role in restoring peace.

"Lastyear,we completed 92,000 projects.
Elections were peaceful, and for the firsttime
in35years, poll campaigning continued until
11 PM," he highlighted.

Highlighting infrastructure improve-
ments, he noted that connectivity had played
avitalroleinJ&K’s development, with projects
worth crores being implemented. "The dis-
tance between Jammu and Srinagar can now

be covered in four hours. The Zojila Tunnel
will be completed by 2026. Rail connectivity
will be inaugurated by PM Modi soon, and
air connectivity hasincreased with 126 flights
operating from Srinagar daily. Digital con-
nectivity hasexpanded, covering mostareas,
and J&Kranks numberoneinonline services."

70% OF J&K’S POPULATION ASSOCIATED
WITH AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE

Addressing the economy, LG Sinha stated
that 70% of J&K’s population is associated
with agriculture and horticulture, with 13
lakh families dependent on farming. The
Holistic Agriculture Development Plan(HADP)
aims to double the contribution of farmers
toJ&K'’s GDP.He credited Prime Minister Modi
for revoking many regressive laws that had
previously hindered investment.

RS 33,000 CRORE WORTH OF INDUS-
TRIAL PROJECTS IN PROGRESS

"From 1947 t0 2021, J&K saw only Rs 14,000
croreininvestment. However, under the new
industrial scheme with massive incentives—
unmatched by any other state or UT—invest-
ment has surged. Currently, Rs 33,000 crore
worth of industrial projects are in progress,
with projects worth Rs 10,000 crore already
operational.”

He also mentioned the creation of a land
bank to facilitate investment, assuring that
those who were unable to acquire land ear-
lier would receive it soon.

Tourism has seen exponential growth,
with 2.36 crore visitors toJ&K. "Many people
who owned a single hotel have now built
another one in the past four years," he said.
The export of Pashmina and carpets has
doubled, and horticulture products are reach-
ing the Middle East.

He further highlighted that under the
Prime Minister’s Employment Generation
Programme (PMEGP), J&K had remained the
top-performing region for three consecutive
years—(KNO)

WEATHER

ersist.

Under the influence of WD weather system,
widespread moderate rain or snow and thun-
derstorm is expected in most places of Jam-
mu and Kashmir till February 28, the IMD
said.

It said light to moderate rain/snow would
first commence over places of North and
central Kashmir on 25 February (evening/
night) and thereafter gradually increase in
intensity and distribution throughout J&K.

The system will most likely to cause mod-
erate to heavy snow mainly in middle and
upper reaches of Kashmir Division including
Gulmarg, Sonamarg, Baramulla, Bandipora,
Gurez and Tulail Valley, Kupwara, Machil and
Tangdhar Sector, Shopian, Pir Ki Gali, Qazi-
gund-Ramban axis, Doda, Kishtwar and
Pirpanjal Range of Jammu Division during
the period.

There is a possibility of isolated heavy to
very heavy snow over a few higher reaches
of South Kashmir and Chenab valley on Feb-
ruary 27 and 28.

The IMD has also issued an advisory stat-
ing that this weather system may lead to
disruption of surface and air transportation
like National Highway Srinagar-Jammu,
Sadhna pass, Razdhan pass, Sonamarg-Zoji-
la axis, Sinthan top & Mughal Road etc. All
tourists/transporters & travellers are advised
to plan their trip accordingly.

It has also warned that middle and high-
er reaches of Kashmir and Hilly area of Jam-
mu most likely to receive moderate to heavy
snowfall, while few higher reaches of South
Kashmirand Chenabvalley mayreceive heavy
tovery heavy snowfall particularly on Febru-
ary 27 and 28.

Farmers have been advised to suspend
irrigation and other farm operations during
the period.

Thereisapossibility oflandslides/shooting
stones/mudslides at vulnerable places also.

The day temperature is likely to witness
significant fall due to the inclement weather
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The night temperature increased at most
weather stations of the Kashmir valley with
Srinagar recording a minimum of 4.9°C and
itwas 3.1°Cabove the average for the summer
capital of Jammu and Kashmir during this
period of the season.

The day temperature recorded in Srinagar
onMonday at 18.0°Cand thiswas 7.0°Cabove
normal for the place.

The ski resort of Gulmarg recorded a low
of-1.3°Cand it was4.3°Cabove normal while
the touristresort of Pahalgamhad-0.3°Cand
it was 2.3°C above normal for the valley of
shepherds in south Kashmir.

SPEAKER

Director IT, Raman Gupta; Deputy Direc-
tor Information (PR), Deepak Dubey, along
with Bureau Chiefs, senior journalists, cor-
respondents and editors from various media
houses including All India Radio and Door-
darshan.

During the meeting, a detailed discussion
was held onvariousissues concerning media
professionals, focusing on ensuring hassle-
free entry to the Legislative Assembly prem-
isesand smooth regulation of trafficonroads
leading to the Assembly Secretariatand MLA’s
Hostel, Jammu.

The Speaker emphasized the importance
of taking necessary measures to prevent
inconvenience to journalists covering the
proceedings.

Senior journalists highlighted key concerns
including designating parking spaces, provi-
sion of high-speed Wi-Fi for seamless cover-
age and extension of other logistical support.

Addressing these concerns, the Speaker
directed the SSP Security, Civil Secretariat to
make appropriate arrangements for media
personnel, ensuring parking facilities at the
new Assembly Complex and Zanana Park in
the vicinity of the LA complex.

Further, the Speakerinstructed the senior
officers fromJAKEGA and the IT Department
to provide high-speed Wi-Fi connectivity
throughout the session, ensuring uninter-
rupted digital access formedia persons. Addi-
tionally, he directed the Information Depart-
ment to coordinate between the press and
the Assembly Secretariat to facilitate com-
prehensive coverage of the proceedings
through both print and electronic media.

Toenhance mediaaccessibility, the Speak-
er directed the officials to install sufficient
number of microphones and Public Address
Systems (PAS) within the Assembly Hall and
its lawns, facilitating smooth interaction
between dignitaries, legislative assembly
membersand the journalists. He alsoinstruct-
ed the Secretariat to prepare and issue entry
passes forjournalists wellin advance for their
unhindered entry into the assembly complex.

Recognizing the significance of media in
highlighting publicissues, the Speaker sought
cooperation from media houses for balanced
andresponsible reporting of the Budget Ses-
sion. He emphasized the critical role of jour-
nalists in ensuring transparency and public
awareness of legislative discussions and
advised them to keep public interests para-
mount while disbursing their professional
assignments.

Additionally, the Speaker directed the
Hospitality & Protocol Department to install
aShamyanawith a dais for press briefings by
the MLAs and Ministers. He also instructed
for keeping provision of adedicated space for
mediainteractionsin the Central Hall of JKLA.

Inresponse to concernsraised by the media
fraternity, the Speaker assured that all high-
lighted issues would be addressed on prior-
ity, ensuring a conducive environment for
the journalistic duties. He reiterated the
administration’s commitment towards facil-
itating the press in fulfilling their profes-
sional responsibilities with ease.

In response, the journalists showed their
gratitude to the Speaker for giving them
opportunity to put their concerns before him.
They assured him of sticking to the higher
professional standards and serving public
interests with utmost dedicationand asense
of duty towards them.

PARRA

the Chief Minister himself on March 7 in
the Legislative Assembly.

Speaking to the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), Parra said, “We are
hopeful that the budget will be as per the
demands of people, who are seeing popular
governmentafteralongtime. The government
should address the anxiety of people. The
issues of salaries, employees, pensions and
bills should be addressed,” he said

The budget session will begin in Jammu
on March 3. This will be the maiden budget
session of the elected government in the
Jammu and Kashmir Union Territory.

Earlier, the budget for Jammu and Kashmir
was presented in the Parliament after 2019
as the UT was under a prolonged spell of
President's rule, which ended in October last
year.

CM Abdullah held a series of pre-budget
consultations with public representatives
across Jammu and Kashmir to receive their
suggestions, which he said is pivotal for
accommodating the public aspirations—(KNO)

MIRARSHID

presented a exemplary fusion of traditional
and contemporary motifs of Kashmir, scored
over 7000 other global entries to receive the
first prizein the said festival, along with cash
award of  65,000.

The festival showcased outstanding and
valuable works crafted by master artisans
and renowned designers from all over the
world, which set highest standards of excel-
lence and originality.

One of the highlights of the award remains
the Honorable Mention by the Iranian Culture
Minister addressed to Mir Arshad in which
he attributed the award to his invaluable
effortsand innovative approachinelevating
handicrafts. ‘Your creations through your
masterful hands stand as a testament to skill,
passion and dedication to the cultural and
artistic legacy of the world,” it read.
Director, Handicrafts and Handloom, Kash-
mir, Mussarat Islam met and congratulated
Mir Arshad for this rare honour and hoped
this international recognition will inspire
many others to take famed Kashmir handi-
crafts on the next pedestal.

An IT engineer by qualification and master
craftsman by choice, Mir Arshad extended
full support tothe Handicrafts and Handloom
Department Kashmir, in its endeavour to

promote unique crafts like papier mache,
which have huge potential in the overseas
markets.

TULUP

Besides these 74 varieties of Tulips, there
would be also Daffodils, Hyacinth, Muscari,
supreme blossomed bulbs and trees in full
bloom during this season.

Hesaid atotal of 1.7 million bulbs of Tulips
and other supreme bulbs would be in the
Garden altogether this year to welcome the
tourists and visitors.

The AFO said the Tulips are being import-
ed from the Netherlands whichis the world’s
largest producer of the variety and like other
countries India is also purchasing from this
country.

“Every year we alter the vibrant colour
schemetobe presented inthe garden but this
yearitwould be quite different from the past
year”, Asif said.

He said there are more than 3,000 variet-
ies of Tulip flowers, but they adopt the display
onthebasis of primary colours --Red, Yellow,
and White--and the tourists enjoy the bloom
of such colour schemes.

The AFO said Tulip Garden has almost
reached toits full expansion with green plants
and added where these were needed and
work on project Sakura is on-going which
will take a couple of years to complete.

Asifsaid the other expansion works includ-
ing channels; highrise fountains have almost
been completed.

The Tulip Garden has already achieved a
placein the world book of records London for
itsmesmerizing comeliness. The Garden has
become a unique selling point particularly
for the tourism of the valley.

Last year, a record 4.65 lakh tourists vis-
ited the Tulip Garden to experience the colour-
ful variety of flowers and atmosphere of
natural beautyinashortspanof25days.The
life of Tulips remains, boosting the economy
of all stakeholders and playing a significant
role in the tourism potential of the Kashmir
valley.

TARIGAMI

upholding the value and high traditions
of co-existence, brotherhood and communal
harmony. He said that Kashmiryat without
existence of Kashmiri Pandits shall beincom-
plete—

Lieutenant Governor greets
people on Mahashivratri,
Herath

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 25: Lieutenant Governor
Shri Manoj Sinha has extended his heartiest
greetings to the people on the occasion of
Mahashivratri, which will be celebrated tomor-
row on February 26.

Inamessage, the Lieutenant Governor said:
"On the auspicious occasion of Mahashivratri,
I convey my hearty greetings and felicitations
to all and wish them health, happiness and
prosperity.

The sacred festival, celebrated as ‘Herath’ by
Kashmiri Pandit community, is an occasion to
rededicate ourselves to a life of commitment,
truth, brotherhood and compassion. It is a
celebration of devotion, divinity and symbol-
ises our inner journey to rise to higher levels of
consciousness.

[ pray to Lord Shiva to guide us on the path
of righteousness and shower His blessings on
all of us for years to come".

Dy CM extends Maha
Shivratri greetings to people

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 25: Deputy Chief Min-
ister, Surinder Chaudhary, today extended
greetings to people of the Union Territory on
the auspicious occasion of Maha Shivratri.

The Deputy Chief Minister, while emphasis-
ing the spiritual significance of the occasion,
said that the festivalis celebrated with all devo-
tion and religious fervour in the region. He said
thatitsymbolises unity and togetherness foster-
ing inclusivity and mutual brotherhood.

The Deputy ChiefMinister further expressed
hope that the festival would bring joy, prosper-
ity and well-being to people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

J&KIT deptt wins presti-
gious “Technology Sabha
Award-2025” for e-Unnat

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 25: The Indian Express
Group, in its 37th edition of the Technology
Sabha & Awards, has conferred the Technology
Award-2025 in the Enterprise Application cat-
egory to the Information Technology Depart-
ment, Jammu & Kashmir, for its in-house proj-
ect“e-Unnat."The award ceremony was held at
the Novotel Convention Centre, Hyderabad.

Aijaz Qaiser, Additional Secretary, IT J&Kand
Rachna Sharma, Deputy Secretary, IT Depart-
ment received the prestigious award on behalf
of the department.Pertinently, e-Unnat is a
revolutionary single unified portal developed
in-house by the IT Department, J&K.
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Div Com holds preliminary meeting
for notification of flood basin areas

Directs DCs to remain vigilant, ensure uninterrupted supply of
essential services in view of inclement weather forecast

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY
25:Inabid to demarcate &
designate flood basinareas
of River Jhelum, the Divi-
sional Commissioner Kash-
mir Vijay Kumar Bidhuri
today held a preliminary
meeting to deliberate the
modalities for notification
of flood basin zones.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Deputy Commission-
ers of Pulwama, Srinagar,
Budgam, Bandipora and
Ganderbal besides Chief
EngineerIrrigation & Flood
Control; Executive Engi-
neers and officers of Wild-
life and Ecology, Environ-
ment and Remote Sensing
departments.

At the outset, the con-
cerned officers of IRFC gave
a detailed presentation

wherein they gave anover-
view ofinundation areas of
September 2014 flood,
affected areas viz landuse
and flood zoning of area to
regulate human activity
besides overall status &
mapping of flood basins
including Hokersar Wet-
land, Nowgam Jheel, Higam

Jheel, Narkara Numbal,
Anchar Lake, Wullar Lake,
Left side of River Jhelum
from Sangam to Padsha-
hibagh.

The meeting deliberated
over the diverse range of
issues to tackle and miti-
gate the impact of floods.
The meetingdiscussed the

[*) @HEADLINESTODAL7

classification of areas into
prohibited zone, regulated
zone and warning zone
based on permissibility of
human activities.

Addressing the meeting,
Div Com impressed Depu-
ty Commissioners to con-
duct meetings of members
from Irrigation & Flood
Control, Forest & Revenue
departments to conduct
comprehensive study &
survey of flood basins and
submit the tentative pro-
posals for the notification
of the areas.

Meanwhile, in view of
the inclement weather
forecast, DivComdirected
DCstoremainvigilantand
keep men & machinery in
readiness mode to ensure
smooth & uninterrupted
operation of essential ser-
vices across the valley to
facilitate the general public.

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 25:
Mission Director, NHM,
J&K, Nazim Zai Khan,
todayinaugurateda2 day
capacity building training
programme for the Medi-
cal Officers and District
Coordinators of National
Viral Hepatitis Control
Programme (NVHCP)
organisedin collaboration
with NVHCP Division,
Union Ministry of Health
& Family Welfare at NHM
office, Srinagar.

Dr. Sandhya Kabra, Dep-
uty Commissioner, NVH-
CP, Division, MOH&FW,
Gol, Dr. Partha Rakshit,
Joint Director, NVHCP,
MoHFW, Gol, Dr Robin
Marwal, Assistant Direc-
tor, NVHCP, MoHFW, Gol
and others imparting the
training. The programme
is being attended by the
Medical Officers posted at
GMCs,DHs, CHCs/District

r@ @headllnestodaydally

Nodal Coordinators of
NVHCP from all the dis-
tricts of Kashmir division
along with the State Pro-
gramme Management
Unit, NVHCP, SHS and
NHM, J&K.

Speaking onthe occasion,
the Mission Director NHM,
presented abrief descrip-
tion about the severity of
viral hepatitis, explaining
how it hasbecome amajor
public health challenge
which needs to be
redressed at all levels. He
also gave a brief descrip-
tion about the Seropreva-

n @headlmestoday
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lence of Hepatitis B&C in
the UT of J&K and showed
his concern as J&K is hav-
ing a high Hepatitis-C
Seroprevalence/ Seropos-
itivity i.e. 34.89% in IDUs
(Induced drug users) as
compared to National
Average (33.41%).

The Mission Director
stressed upon the medical
fraternity to tackle this
grave public health chal-
lenge of such huge mag-
nitude with utmost dedi-
cation and generate mass
awarenessamongthe high
risk categories like blood/

) @headlinestodaynews

MD NHM inaugurates 2 day training on
National Viral Hepatitis Control Programme

organ donors/recipients,
patients on haemodialysis,
pregnant women, prison-
ers, Injection Drug Users
(IDUs) etc.

He said that the training
is important for building
capacity of the service
delivery points for effec-
tive implementation of
NVHCP to ensure stan-
dardised, uniform quality
of service delivery by dif-
ferent cadresof staffinthe
health system, using stan-
dardised trainingmodules
and facilitator guides. The
training / capacity build-
ingisfocussingonvarious
components of NVHCPviz;
operational framework of
NVHCP; integration with
other programs for opti-
mising resource; diagnosis
and treatment; dataman-
agement/ MIS Portal;
record keeping; viralload
testing through machines
existingin the health sys-
tem; Supply Chain Man-
agement etc.

Distt Admin Srinagar bids
warm farewell to Tharun
Patnaik IAS probationer

[ | HT News Network

SRINAGAR FEBRUARY 25: The District Administra-
tion Srinagar today organized animpressive function
atMeeting Hall of DC Office Complex, here to honour
and bid warm farewell to Tharun Patnaik, 2023 batch
IAS Probationer who completed his year long proba-
tion period in Srinagar District.

Deputy Commissioner Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-
Din Bhat presided over the function.

Speaking on the occasion, the Deputy Commis-
sioner Srinagar extended his best wishes to the
outgoing IAS Probationer Officer for his future endeav-
ours to serve the public with enthusiasm and dedi-
cation. He lauded the passion and dedication of the
officer and advised him to continue imbibing excel-
lence, integrity and commitment towards civil
service which are rudimentary for public services
and in shaping the nation.

DC also commended his ability shown during both
Lok Sabha and J&K Legislative Assembly elections
besides while working on the E-Arzi project in Dis-
trict Srinagar

Sharing his thoughts on the occasion, Patnaik said
that he will always remain indebted to the District
Administration Srinagar and all Employees of the
DC Office Srinagar for the support, cooperation and
affection showered upon him during his year long
period in the District.

He said that experience earned would always be a
guiding light for him in future assignments. He
expressed his gratitude to the Deputy Commis-
sioner Srinagar, Dr Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat for host-
ing a farewell to honour him.

Srinagar Heritage Festival "Soun Meeraas”

commences to celebrate rich cultural heritage of Kashmir
Event aimed to highlight local tradition, cultural heritage preserving essence of Kashmir’s
cultural legacy, traditional practices for future generations: DC Srinagar

[ ] HT News Network

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 25:
Srinagar Heritage Festival
"Soun Meeraas” an initia-
tive of District Administra-
tion Srinagar aimed to
celebrate Srinagar’s rich
cultural heritage begins
here today to highlightlocal
tradition, culture, heritage
and art, through live exhi-
bitions and demonstra-
tions.

Deputy Commissioner(DC)
Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-
DinBhatlaunched thefirst
leg of the mega event with
Painting and Calligraphy
competition at Jhelum
River Front showcasing
culture, heritage and tradi-
tion of Kashmir Valley.
The Srinagar Heritage Fes-
tivalthat commenced from
today shall continue till
February28 hasbeenorga-
nized by District Adminis-
tration Srinagarin collabo-
ration with Indira Gandhi
National Centre for Arts to

preserve the essence of
Kashmir’s heritage, cul-
tural legacy and tradition-
al practices for future gen-
erations.

Speaking about the event,
the DCSrinagar maintained
that the Srinagar Heritage
Festival “Soun Meeraas” is
set to become a vibrant
event, offering varied activ-
ities, Live Exhibitions of
Traditional Markets and
Winter Preparations,
besides showcase Tradi-

tlonal Attire March, Pamt—
ing Contests, Shikara
Events, Folktales, Cultural
performances, Demonstra-
tions through Jhankies etc
to provide a vibrant stage
to present generation to
learn about cultural back-
ground and develop a
strong sense of belonging
within their community.

DC added that during the
Srinagar Heritage Festival
events will be held at Jhe-
lum RiverFront, Poloview,

Dal Lake and at Kashmir
Haat (Numaish Gah).

DC hoped that the event
will provide a memorable
experience for participants
and visitors as well, besides
building a strong sense of
identity, fostering commu-
nity cohesion and promot-
ing understanding and
respect for diversity.

DC has called out for max-
imum participation from
all sections of the society.
Deputy Commissioner(DC)
Srinagar, Dr.Bilal Mohi-Ud-
DinBhatlaunched the first
leg of the mega event with
Painting and Calligraphy
competition at Jhelum
River Front showcasing
culture, heritage and tradi-
tion of Kashmir Valley.
The Srinagar Heritage Fes-
tival that commenced from
today shall continue till
February 28 hasbeenorga-
nized by District Adminis-
tration Srinagarin collabo-
ration with Indira Gandhi
National Centre for Arts to
preserve the essence.

Sakeena Itoo reviews functioning of
JKSCSTBC Development Corporation, JKWDC

Emphasises sustainable livelihood opportunities for targeted beneficiaries, maximising awareness among common masses

Srinagar/JAMMU, FEBRUARY 25: Minis-
ter for Health and Medical Education,

ries.

opportunities for the targeted beneficia-

Social Welfare and Education, Sakeena
Itoo, today chaired a meeting to review
the performance and functioning of
Jammu and Kashmir Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and Backward Classes
(JKSCSTBC) Developmental Corporation
at Civil Secretariat here.

During the meeting, the Minister under-
lined the Corporation’s role in uplifting
marginalized communities by ensuring
accessto financial assistance, skill devel-
opmentaswell as entrepreneurial oppor-
tunities. She directed the officers for
efficient implementation of various
schemes being operated by the Corpora-
tion so that the desired benefits reach
targeted beneficiaries.

The Minister called for maximising
awareness among the concerned com-
munities so that maximum people can
take benefit of these schemes. “Organise
awareness camps and use media, espe-
cially traditional medialike Radioand TV

®© 00 ©

to generate awareness among masses of
these communities”, Sakeena asked the
officers.

She further called upon the management
of the Corporation to collaborate with
schoolsand colleges as well as skill devel-
opment institutes for targeting desired
beneficiaries in these institutions.
Whilereviewingloandisbursement pro-

cedure, self-employment schemes and
other ongoing welfare schemes, Sakeena
Itoo asked the officers to maintain trans-
parency and efficiency while implement-
ing these schemes. She asked the manage-
ment of the Corporation to streamline
processes, strengthen coordination with
financialinstitutions and introduce mea-
sures to facilitate sustainable livelihood

The Minister also asked the Corporation
forimplementing single window system
for processing applications under differ-
ent schemes so that the people don’t face
any hiccups while applying for any of the
beneficiary oriented schemes.
Meanwhile, the Minister also reviewed
the performance and functioning of
Jammu and Kashmir Women'’s Develop-
ment Corporation (JKWDC).

During the review, Sakeena Itoo took
stock of the Corporation’s ongoing
schemes, including livelihood generation
schemes for women.

Addressing the officers, the Minister
underscored the pivotal role of WDC in
uplifting women by providing them with
opportunities for skill development, entre-
preneurship and financialindependence.
“WDCisavitalinstrument in our mission
to ensure gender equity and empower
women to contribute meaningfully to
society”, Sakeena stated.

Blood Donation Camp in Langate:
A Testament to Humanitarian Spirit
m  DR.AB QAYOOM
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Langate,Feb,25: Inacommendable effort to address
the shortage of blood donations during the holy
month of Ramadhan, a blood donation camp was
organized at Langate today. The event was a joint
initiative of the Indian Red Cross Society Kupwara,
the Indian Army, and the Handwara Media Asso-
ciation.

The Handwara Media Association took the lead in
organizing the camp, recognizing the urgent need
toreplenish blood supplies and support patients in
critical need. The response from the community
was overwhelming, with around 45 individuals
stepping forward to donate blood, reaffirming the
region’s commitment to humanitarian causes.
Speakingat the event, Tehsildar Langate underscored
theimportance ofblood donation, stating, "Todonate
blood is to save a human life." His words high-
lighted the vital role that such initiatives play in
emergency medical care, offering hope to those in
need.The success of the camp not only helped bol-
ster blood reserves but also served as a reminder of
the collective responsibility of society in fostering
aculture of selfless service. Blood donation remains
one of the most impactful ways to give back to the
community, as each donation has the potential to
save multiple lives.The event was widely appreci-
ated, with organizers and donors alike expressing
their satisfaction at being part of suchanoble cause.
It also set an inspiring precedent for future initia-
tives, encouraging more people to come forward
and contribute to life-saving efforts.By fostering a
spirit of unity and generosity, the Langate blood
donation camp once again proved that small acts
of kindness can make a profound difference in the
lives of many.

J&K Bank Boosts Healthcare in
Underserved Areas with Project
MAMTA Training in Rajouri

[ | HT News Network

Srinager, Feb 25 : J&K Bank, in collaboration
with the SPVLG Foundation and the Health
Department, successfully concluded the second
two-day training program under Project
MAMTA in Kotranka, Rajouri.

The initiative focused on equipping health
workers and Traditional Birth Attendants (TBAS)
with essential skills and knowledge related to
» maternal health, child care, and community
health—particularly for pregnant women and
lactating mothers. The training featured inter-
active sessions, workshops, and case studies,
allowing participants to gain practical insights
into best healthcare practices.
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Unfair! Asking
parents to pay
50% bus fee for
winter months

he Directorate of School Education
of Kashmir issued an order some-
time back asking the parents to pay

50 percent of the bus fee for the winter
months. The order has come in for sharp
criticism from the people in general,
especially the parents of the children.
The parents say that it is unfair to direct
them to pay bus fees for the period when
their wards did not go to school as they
were closed on account of winter vaca-
tions.

There is a general feeling among the
people that the parents should not have
been forced to pay the bus fee saying that
the schools earn a lot of money and they
could have paid the salary of the drivers
and conductors out of the same. Some of
the parents contend that since there is a
Supreme Court ruling in this regard it is
unjust for them to pay the bus fee during
the winter break.

Most of the parents say that the Direc-
torate of School Education has surren-
dered before the higher-ups of the pri-
vate schools with the later issuing diktats
to the parents whose children are study-
ing in the different schools. Analyzing
the things, it can be said that the parents
are right in their contention and they
should not have been forced to pay the
bus fee for the winter months when the
schools are closed on account of winter
break.

Time and again there have been com-
plaints against the management of dif-
ferent private schools on account of one
complaint and the other. On most of
these occasions the complaints are not
looked into properly by the concerned
department and as such the private
schools run away with virtually no or less
penalty. The Directorate of School Edu-
cation needs to play a proactive role and
they should be more concerned about
the welfare of students rather than inter-
ests of the different private schools.

The monthly and annual fees being
charged by the different private schools
come up for discussion every now and
then. There are complaints that the pri-
vate schools charge the fee of their own
and there is no system in the same. Vir-
tually there is no uniformity in the fee
structure and the parents are at loss as
to how to cope up with this situation. In
addition to this the schools charge the
parents on account of one fund and the
other and there is no one to stop them
in this respect.

How Social Media And Modernisation
Erode Privacy And Mental Well-Being

IQRA NAZIR

echnological advance-
I ment must be balanced
with ethical responsibil-
ity. By cultivating a culture of
consent, respect, and under-
standing, we can ensure that
social media stays a tool for
good interaction rather than
a source of privacy violations.
Modernisation and the rise
of social media have trans-
formed communication, infor-
mation sharing, and social
interactions in today’s digital
world. However, these devel-
opments have also resulted
in an alarming disrespect for
human privacy. The ease with
which moments can be cap-
tured and shared has blurred
the barriers between public
and private life, frequently
having unanticipated effects
on people’s psychological well-
being and ethical concerns.
Social media platforms have
made it easy to film and share
real-time experiences. While
increased connectedness pro-
motes engagement, it also cre-
ates ethical problems. Many
people take photos, record
videos, and include others in
the content they create with-
out authorization, violating
privacy and reducing people’s
control over their personal
information. Furthermore,

surveillance technology, data
collection, and Al-powered
analytics have increased the
likelihood of privacy breach-
es. Users frequently unin-
tentionally provide personal
information that can be uti-
lised for commercial benefit,
deception, or even identity
theft. This degradation of pri-
vacy undermines fundamental
rights and highlights the need
for more fierce digital ethics.

When personal informa-
tion is shared without permis-
sion on social media, it can
have serious psychological
consequences such as stress,
anxiety, and a sense of power-
lessness. This loss of control
can cause social anxiety, trust
concerns, and a dread of being
unintentionally recorded or
photographed. Unauthorised
content sharing can also lead
to cyberbullying, harassment,
and even defamation.

To foster ethical online
interactions, social media
users should obtain consent
before uploading photographs
or videos of others. Awareness
of digital footprints is critical,
as online material can have
long-term implications. If pri-
vacy violations occur, users
should report the content
and notify the impacted par-
ties. Additionally, educating
others on appropriate social

media use can contribute to
a more courteous online envi-
ronment.

The widespread use of
popular social media apps
like Facebook, Twitter, and
Snapchat pushes users to
share moments instantly, often
without regard for the privacy
of those around them. A typi-
cal behaviour, such as taking
photos to maintain streaks or
publicising events, frequently
involves photographing strang-
ers without their knowledge or
approval. Over time, this has
become an unconscious habit,
normalising privacy breaches
and creating a cycle in which
people continue to record and
expose others without their
knowledge.

Beyond privacy concerns,
the constant exposure provid-
ed by social media has serious
mental health consequences.
The persistent dread of being
captured or photographed in
public places causes increased
social anxiety and stress. Indi-
viduals may feel compelled to
constantly curate their looks
and behaviour, which can lead
to perfectionism and self-con-
sciousness. This degradation
of personal space might have
an impact on self-esteem since
people are exposed to unso-
licited judgements and online
monitoring. Furthermore, the

normalisation of document-
ing and sharing experiences
without consent diminishes
empathy and makes people
less sensitive to the emotional
effects of their actions.

The quest for likes, shares,
and online attention frequent-
ly trumps the value of respect,
privacy, and individual digni-
ty. Without conscious effort,
people gradually lose sensi-
tivity to the emotional and
psychological consequences
of their digital acts. This
emphasises the crucial need
for moral education in the
digital age. Schools, families,
and organisations must pri-
oritise ethical digital conduct
while cultivating a culture of
accountability and empathy.
Teaching individuals, particu-
larly young users, to respect
others’ privacy, seek consent,
and understand the long-term
consequences of their online
behaviour is critical to restor-
ing the balance between tech-
nical innovation and human
values.

In an era dominated by digi-
tal connections, it is critical to
remember that we have moral
obligations to one another.
Respect for privacy, dignity,
and consent should not be
compromised by the ease of
quick sharing. Our ability to
empathise and defend ethi-

cal ideals sets us apart from
simply technology-driven
habits. However, the accep-
tance of documenting and
sharing moments without
consent is weakening those
obligations.

Real growth should not be
defined solely by technology
breakthroughs, but also by
how successfully we sustain
human values in the digital
age. It is our responsibility to
be cognizant of the influence
our online actions have on
others, ensuring that respect
and ethical considerations
remain central to our interac-
tions.

While modernisation and
social media have brought
countless benefits, they have
also contributed to a loss
of privacy and an increase
in mental health problems.
Technological advancement
must be balanced with ethical
responsibility. By cultivating
a culture of consent, respect,
and understanding, we can
ensure that social media stays
a tool for good interaction
rather than a source of pri-
vacy violations. Ultimately,
safeguarding personal bound-
aries is not only an individual
responsibility but a collective
moral obligation.

nigra999@gmail.com

Champion’s trophy 2025 Pakistan
Present era is the era of cricket India

SAHIL MANZOOR BHATTI

ur nation has start-
ed their journey
with a compre-

hensive win over Bangla-
desh and then upon Paki-
stan. Hopefully these vic-
tories will keep their level
of confidence at high till
finals. In the past, Austra-
lia has dominated in all
formats, like in tests, one-
day internationals, and
twenty-twenty cricket.
But in the present era,
this situation is quite dif-
ferent because Indian
cricket is at its best in all
the formats. Today and in
the past, Indian cricket
has produced world-class
and talented cricketers.

So far as my observa-
tions are concerned, I
have observed that the
Indian cricket team has
talent that can win and
turn the match in their
favour in any situation,
like the present team has
the potential to bounce
back from any situation.

The Indian squad for
the CT-2025 is as follows:
Rohit Sharma (skipper),
Shubham Gill, Viral Kohli,
Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul,
Rishabh Pant, Hardhik
Pandiya, Axar Patel,
Washington Sundhar,
Kuldeep Yadhav, Harshit
Ran, Mohammad Shami,
Arshdeep Singh, Ravin-
dra Jadeja, and Varun
Chakravarthy.

There are eight teams
who qualify for this pres-
tigious tournament in
Group A: New Zealand,
India, Pakistan, and Ban-
gladesh, and Group B.
THE TEAMS ARE Afghani-
stan, South Africa, Austra-

lia, and England. We miss
West Indies in this mega
tournament because they
did not qualify for this
tournament.

Emerging team: For
the last couple of years,
Afghanistan cricket teams
have been considered as
the ones emerging and
producing world-class
teams like Rashid Khan,
Noor, Mohammad Nabi,
etc. This is the beauty
of this game: those who
work hard and take this
as their passion are defi-
nitely making their place
among the top players.

Why is Indian cricket
progressing after every
passing day?

Today, the Indian
cricket board, commonly
known as BCCI, is one of
the richest boards in the
cricket world. The board
has great and passionate
professionals who are
taking it to new heights.

Cricket in India at the
domestic level

This is one of the great
reasons the domestic
level is very strong, and
players get changes and
improve their techniques
under coaching from
farmers. Indian players
at the international level
after extreme hardship,
and it is every player's
dream to play among
eleven players and to rep-
resent the country at the
international level.

Who is making the
dreams of passionate
cricket come true?

The BCCI is providing
all the basic facilities to
the players at any level
under different spon-
sorship programs, like
setting up cricket acade-
mies at school level, col-
lege level, and university
level. In academies there
are professional cricket-

ers who train and guide
the youngsters who are
passionate about cricket.

Is there any risk in taking
cricket as a profession?

For me, sports should
be everyone’s favou-
rite because they have
immense and great health
benefits. Like sports
activities, they keep us
fit and healthy. So being
involved in sports activi-
ties is always beneficial
and provides you a great
chance to keep away
from lethal and dreadful
diseases. Adopting sports
as a profession, it is all
about your level of tech-
niques and luck. I have
seen one ball is enough
to make a star, and one
ball is enough to spoil
your career.

One thing is very
unfortunate in our
nation: every individual
wants victory, whether
it comes in an unprofes-

sional way. For the real
fan who always supports
fear and real games. Vic-
tory or loss is a part of
any sports activity. We
have checked the level of
our cricketers and how
much they are involved
in the game. How much
they are professional and
always support the spirit
of the game; never be a
cheap fan.

IPL and the emergence of
talent

IPL, or Indian Premier
League I is one of the
emerging and big leagues
in the world today. There
are world-class players
from all the playing coun-
tries participating with
new passionate cricket-
ers. IPL is one of the plat-
forms from which Indian
cricket produced great

players.
sahilmanzoor411990@
gmail.com

From Queues to Clicks: CSC centres The architects of Digital India

NAWAZZ IBN AHAD

or generations, rural
Flndia has been ensnared

in a bureaucratic laby-
rinth where obtaining essential
government services meant
endless waiting, cumbersome
paperwork, and inefficiencies
that tested the patience of the
common citizen. The advent
of Common Service Centers
(CSCs), however, has heralded
a digital renaissance, trans-
forming archaic administra-
tive frameworks into seamless,
technology-driven ecosystems.
These centers have not only
democratized access to gover-
nance but have also empowered
rural citizens with newfound

autonomy and convenience.

In the heart of India’s rural
landscape, a quiet yet transfor-
mative revolution is unfolding.
The transition from long, wind-
ing queues to swift, seamless
clicks symbolizes a profound
shift in how governance is deliv-
ered and experienced. Common
Service Centres (CSCs), once
modest kiosks, have emerged
as the vanguard of this digital
renaissance, redefining rural
administration and empowering
millions with access to essential
services.

CSCs are more than mere
service delivery points , they
are the cornerstone of a digi-
tally inclusive ecosystem. By
bridging the gap between the
government and the governed,
these centres have become the
lifeline of rural India, offering a
plethora of services—from bank-
ing and healthcare to education
and agriculture—all at the click
of a button. This digital inter-
vention has not only stream-

lined administrative processes
but also democratized access to
resources, ensuring that no citi-
zen is left behind in the march
toward progress.

The impact of CSCs is particu-
larly profound in regions where
physical infrastructure and
bureaucratic inefficiencies once
posed insurmountable challeng-
es. By digitizing services, these
centres have eliminated the
need for arduous travel, end-
less paperwork, and prolonged
waiting periods. Farmers can
now access weather forecasts,
market prices, and government
subsidies with ease. Students
in remote villages can enroll in
online courses and skill devel-
opment programs. Women can
open bank accounts and avail
themselves of financial services
without stepping out of their
communities.

The proliferation of CSCs
across India’s hinterlands marks
the dawn of a new era in rural
governance—one that is trans-

parent, efficient, and citizen-
centric. These centres are not
just facilitators of change; they
are pioneers of an equitable
future, where technology serves
as a great equalizer. By bring-
ing government services to the
doorstep of rural citizens, CSCs
are dismantling the barriers of
distance, literacy, and accessi-
bility.

Moreover, the success of CSCs
lies in their ability to adapt and
innovate. From offering tele-
health consultations to promot-
ing digital literacy, these centres
are constantly evolving to meet
the diverse needs of rural com-
munities. They are not only
transforming how services are
delivered but also fostering
a culture of self-reliance and
empowerment.

As India strides toward its
vision of a Digital India, the role
of CSCs cannot be overstated.
They are the bridge that con-
nects the urban-rural divide,
ensuring that the benefits of

technology reach every corner
of the nation. By enabling rural
citizens to transition from
queues to clicks, CSCs are not
just revolutionizing administra-
tion; they are laying the foun-
dation for a more inclusive and
resilient society.

The future is undeniably digi-
tal, and rural India is no longer
a passive spectator. With CSCs
leading the charge, rural com-
munities are stepping into a new
era of governance—one where
efficiency, transparency, and
accessibility are the norm. The
journey from queues to clicks is
more than a technological shift;
it is a testament to the power of
innovation in transforming lives
and building a brighter, more
equitable future.

The digital dawn has arrived,
and rural India is clicking for-
ward—-with hope, determina-
tion, and a renewed sense of
possibility.

Despite their monumental
success, CSCs must navigate cer-

tain hurdles—sporadic internet
connectivity, digital illiteracy
among older generations, and
occasional technical disruptions
continue to pose challenges.
However, with strategic govern-
ment intervention, infrastruc-
tural enhancements, and con-
tinuous training for VLEs, these
obstacles can be surmounted,
further fortifying the digital gov-
ernance ecosystem.

The transition "from queues
to clicks" is emblematic of a pro-
gressive, technology-anchored
metamorphosis in rural gov-
ernance. CSCs are not merely
service providers—they are
architects of an equitable, digi-
tally inclusive future. As they
continue to proliferate across
India’s hinterlands, they herald
the dawn of a transparent, effi-
cient, and citizen-centric gover-
nance model—one that is poised
to bridge the urban-rural divide
and fortify the nation’s digital
edifice.

By propelling economic activ-
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ity through e-commerce integra-
tions, MSME support, and rural
entrepreneurship, CSCs are not
just digital enablers but har-
bingers of self-sufficiency and
socio-economic upliftment.
Their multifaceted contribu-
tions position them as the cor-
nerstone of India’s digital gov-
ernance model, ensuring that
the nation moves forward with
inclusivity, efficiency, and tech-
nological prowess.

The future is digital, and
rural India is no longer waiting
in line—it is clicking forward.
Digital India is not just a govern-
ment initiative—it is a movement
that empowers citizens. At the
forefront of this revolution are
CSC centers, tirelessly work-
ing to bridge the gap between
technology and the people. As
the country advances towards
a self-reliant, digitally empow-
ered society, CSCs will remain
the backbone of Digital India,
ensuring that no citizen is left
behind in the digital age.
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Performing arts and
theatre are linked to
sociopolitical movements

DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

Gaza Has Changed The Discourse On Popular
Resistance, But Are We Truly Listening?

RAMZY BAROUD

sregional theater traditions have evolved,
India's theater and performing arts have
been catalysts for social and political
change. Theatre has proven to be a powerful
medium for promoting justice, resisting author-
ity, and drawing attention to social injustice.
Growing regional nationalism, the question of
nation, and the complex narratives of anti-colo-
nial struggle have influenced the development
of regional theater traditions. For example, the
Bengali play Nil Darpan (1860) narrated how
indigo farmers were exploited during British
rule. Modern theatre The intersection of colo-
nial models of cultural production and tradi-
tional cultural practices has shaped modern
theater. Performing arts, including theater,
have remained a powerful tool for promoting
social change and a vibrant platform for debate.
Theatre has long been a powerful tool for rais-
ing awareness, reform, and resistance in India,
influencing political movements as well as social
structures. From classical rituals to contempo-
rary street plays, it has never stopped changing
to reflect and influence social changes. Social
injustice has long been brought to light through
theater.

The exploitation of indigo farmers during
British rule was made public by the Bengali
theatre's Nil Darpan in 1860. During the inde-
pendence movement, people were largely orga-
nized through plays and folk performances.
Through theatre, the Indian People's Theatre
Association (IPTA) promoted anti-colonial sen-
timent in 1943. Lower-class communities have
been able to express their identity through
theater. Dalit empowerment and Ambedkarite
philosophy are promoted by Bhima Natya
(Maharashtra). Theater has been used to expose
corruption and criticize policies. In the 1980s,
Safdar Hashmi's Jan Natya Manch presented
street plays that criticized government policies;
this led to his assassination in 1989. Law and
social reform have been influenced by theater.
Vijay Tendulkar's 1972 book Sakharam Binder's
discussion of women's rights and revelations
of domestic abuse resulted in strict censorship
laws. Religious and social traditions: Ancient
theater had strong religious and social roots.
Kutiyattam (Kerala), recognized by UNESCO in
2001, still upholds the traditions of Sanskrit the-
atre. Social commentary through folk theatre:
Current socio-political issues are reflected in
folk traditions. Class struggle was depicted in
Jatra (Bengal) during the Naxalite movement.
Human rights, democracy, and corruption
became new themes in modern theater. Habib
Tanvir's Naya Theatre in the 1950s portrayed
social issues by combining folk and modern
themes. State intervention and censorship:
Politically sensitive plays are banned by the gov-
ernment. Vijay Tendulkar's 1972 film Ghasiram
Kotwal was banned for exposing caste-based
corruption and exploitation. The popularity of
digital platforms has increased the influence
and reach of theater. YouTube-based theater
groups, such as Jana Natya Manch, use digital
performances for social activism. Government
and private sources in India and abroad have
supported Indian theater in its many forms
since independence, but it has always been
driven by elite talents and influenced by West-
ern culture, while also turning to indigenous
resources. Modernist playwrights such as Vijay
Tendulkar, Badal Sarkar, Dharmavir Bharati,
Mohan Rakesh, Girish Karnad, Chandrasekhara
Kambar, P. Lankesh, and Indira Parthasarathy
were born during this period; their plays have
been used and studied all over the world.

A

Lizzy and her mom

BY NUHA NAVEED QUADRI
ABU DHABI GRADE 2

nce upon a time, there
Owas a girl named Lizzy.

She was 8 years old but
she used to be angry on every
thing. Her mom became sad.
One day when Lizzy was pack-
ing her school bag ,she lost her
favourite Karomi pen. She got so

angry and screamed at her mom. Mom said "what
happened"?She said "Her favourite Karoumi pen got
lost. Her mom said. "Lets buy a new one.She said .NO!!!
Her mom said ok ok calm down. She got even angry
than before. So her mom said 'Go and watch TV.She
was so happy. After 10 minutes she was bored and got
angry again. Then her mom said ENOUGH !!! Stop
this habit! .Lizzy got angry and went in her room. One
hour passed she did not come out.Her mom checked,
she was studying, She was quiet. She was so proud of
Lizzy. She went to Lulu downstairs and brought her
a donut but said nothing. Lizzy started to get angry.
She went in the kitchen and opened the fridge, she
took a strawberry and some sliced pineapple.She saw
something new .Lizzy went to her room, while walking
to her room one of her pineapple slice fell on the floor.
She got angry but her mom said nothing. Then Lizzy's
dad came ,Lizzy's mom told her to come out .Lizzy
saw a new box on the dinning table .Her mom opened
and gave her the Donuts. Lizzy was so happy. She ate
it so fast. She also promised her mom that she will not
be angry anymore and they lived happily ever after.

alestinians and
Plsraelis agree that

the Gaza resistance
was the main reason
behind Israel’s forced
decision to accept a cease-
fire and begin its gradual
withdrawal from the Gaza
Strip.

The oddity is that Pal-
estinians—dying, resist-
ing, but remaining stead-
fast in Gaza—usually stand
at the polar opposite of
everything the Israeli
government and military
represent.

The same is true for
the Israeli government.
Yet, from the very start
of the Israeli genocide,
both sides entered into
an undeclared agree-
ment: the Israelis wanted
to destroy the Palestinian
resistance and take full
control of Gaza, while
the Palestinians wanted to
thwart the Israeli objec-
tives.

To carry out its mis-
sion, Israel has used over
85,000 tons of explosives,
enlisting the support of
the United States and
other Western govern-
ments and intelligence.

To thwart the Israeli
mission, Palestinians
utilized everything they
could muster to wage
guerrilla warfare—a war
of attrition made possible
by the support of Gaza’s
inhabitants, who paid
the price of their sumoud
through one of the most
devastating genocides
(Gazacide) ever recorded
in history.

As hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians
began marching from
south to north on Janu-
ary 27, they celebrated
their return, defined as a
collective victory against
the Israeli war machine
and a victory for the
people themselves, who
produced a new model of
popular resistance.

The Israelis agree,
though of course, they
would not use the same
language as the Palestin-
ians. For Israel, the Gaza
fighters are terrorists, and
the Gazan population is
the popular foundation
that supports such ter-
rorism. Thus, there was
collective punishment
throughout the war and
constant plotting to eth-
nically cleanse them to
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Ire-
land, Morocco, Somalil-
and, and anywhere else.

Israel’s extremist

National Security Min-
ister Itamar Ben-Gvir
described the Israeli
agreement to the cease-
fire as “total surrender,”
which contrasts with the
“total victory” strategy
repeatedly mentioned
by Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
throughout the war.

This defeat, or sur-
render, places Israel, in
the words of retired Maj.
Gen. Itzhak Brik, in an
existential threat. Writ-
ing in Maariv, Brik does
not deny that Israel’s loss
of its military superiority
represents the greatest
danger faced by the state
in decades.

“A state that relies on
miracles and not on real
military capability will
not survive for long,” he
wrote.

Brik’s views are shared
by most of Israel’s politi-
cal and military elites.
Even Netanyahu himself
has hinted at the impos-
sibility of the Israeli posi-
tion, due almost exclu-
sively to the toughness of
the Palestinian resistance.

Israel is engaged in an
“existential war,” he said
last March while address-
ing a cadet graduation
ceremony, and Israel has
to achieve “total victory.”

Outside the realm of
Palestinian and Israeli
discourses, however, we
rarely engage in honest
conversations about
the subject. Those who
defend the Israeli posi-
tion in the West do so,
as they often claim, in
the name of democracy,
civilization, and against,
in the words of German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz,
“barbarity.”

The same contradic-
tion can also be seen on
the side of those who
purport to speak in soli-
darity with Palestinians,
if not speaking on behalf
of Palestinians.

One constantly miss-
ing topic in many solidar-
ity conversations about
Palestine, and in media
platforms that are wholly
or partly sympathetic to
Palestinians, is the subject
of resistance.

Many pro-Palestine
individuals behave as if
the word “resistance”
is a liability. Some may
covertly support Palestin-
ian resistance, but overtly
ignore the issue altogeth-
er, as if it were not truly
the single most important
factor that has defeated
all of Israel’s objectives—

not just in Gaza, but in
Lebanon as well.

In doing so, they also
ignore Yemen, whose
ability to disrupt Israel-
linked shipping in the Red
Sea represented the great-
est geopolitical challenge
to the US, which, in some
ways, surpassed the ten-
sion between US and Chi-
nese navies in the South
and East China Seas.

Bryan Clark, a former
Navy submariner and
a senior fellow at the
Hudson Institute, told
the Associated Press last
June that “this is the most
sustained combat that the
US Navy has seen since
World War I1.”

One could argue
against or in favor of
armed struggle on moral
or philosophical grounds,
or even for the sake of
political expediency and
pragmatism. However,
doing so while denying
facts altogether—that the
Israeli army, per Israel’s
own definition, ‘surren-
dered’ in Gaza—is a form
of intellectual dishonesty.

Note how Ukrainian
fighters are often celebrat-
ed in mainstream Western
media, and even among
many Western progres-
sive groups, as heroic
figures for challenging
the Russian army. The
ideological background
of some of these groups
is often ignored, and the
fact that Ukraine is almost
entirely dependent on
Western arms and many
other forms of support is
treated as a nonissue.

Instead, they are pre-
sented as homegrown
freedom fighters, repel-
ling foreign occupation,
defending ‘democracy’
and ‘civilization,” and so
on.

The same logic applies
to Syria today, as it applies
to numerous other exam-
ples, including the muja-
hideen of Afghanistan
when they fought against
Soviet military interven-
tion—not US-Western mili-
tary occupation.

Unfortunately, some
so-called progressives
bought into that propa-
ganda, thus judging the
morality of armed strug-
gle based on the nature of
the enemy on the other
side of this struggle.

Palestinians have
always been the main
exception to any defini-
tion of freedom fighting,
although their cause is
arguably the most just
of all causes. Not only

are Palestinians fighting
against military occupa-
tion, colonialism, and a
racist apartheid system,
but they are also fighting
for mere survival as they
endure an Israeli war of
extermination and geno-
cide, whose weapons are
provided by most Western
governments, and whose
logic is constantly defend-
ed by Western media and
so-called intellectuals.

Prior to the Gaza geno-
cide, Palestinians were
told repeatedly that
armed struggle is neither
strategic nor useful. They
were often chastised for
failing to see what is sup-
posedly obvious to so
many activists and writ-
ers, mobilizing and opin-
ing on Palestine thou-
sands of miles away from
the Gaza open-air prison
or the West Bank’s con-
centration refugee camps.

The Israeli genocide
in Gaza, which aimed at
exterminating and ethni-
cally cleansing the sur-
vivors of the Gazacide,
left Palestinians with no
options but to fight. The
resistance in Gaza mate-
rialized what was meant
to be a symbolic reference
by Mahmoud Darwish in
his seminal poem - ‘The
Mask Has Fallen’:

The mask has fallen
from the mask, from the
mask, the mask has fallen.

You have no brothers,
my brother, no friends,
my friend, you have no
castles.

You have no water,
no medicine, no sky, no
blood, no sail, neither for-
ward nor backward.

Besiege your siege...
there is no escape.

Your arm has fallen, so
pick it up and strike your
enemy...

There is no escape, and
I fell near you, so pick me
up and strike your enemy
with me...

You are now free, free,
and free...

Those who killed you
or wounded you have
ammunition in you, so
strike with it.

It is as if Darwish was
writing a prophecy, not a
poem, and unbeknownst
to all of his readers, that
prophecy came true in
Gaza.

While Gaza took on the
responsibility of using its
wounded body as ammu-
nition—indeed, wounded
and amputated fighters
were seen fighting on
the frontlines, from the
lowest ranks to the top

leaders—it is the respon-
sibility of intellectuals to
document these moments
in all their detail.

This documentation,
however, is not con-
venient for everyone,
because doing so canbe a
dangerous feat in today’s
environment, where the
mere insinuation that Pal-
estinians have the right to
defend themselves under
international law is con-
sidered an extremist act,
and where figures like UN
Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres, along with
numerous others, would
be openly accused of
belonging to Hamas.

However, the responsi-
bility of the intellectual,
aside from speaking truth
to power, as Edward Said
did, and challenging their
role as orators to that
of mobilizers, as Anto-
nio Gramsci argued, is
also to stand “for truth,
no matter who tells it”
according to Malcolm X.

Telling the truth should
not be “a revolutionary
act”, as George Orwell
said; that if we indeed
live in free, open societies
where freedom of expres-
sion is a guaranteed right
under various democratic
constitutions. Sadly, this
is not the case, and once
again, Palestine remains
the exception.

What is truly worri-
some, however, is that if
we continue to avoid the
conversation that both
Palestinians and Israe-
lis are engaging in, we
render ourselves com-
pletely irrelevant on an
issue that requires deep
and profound under-
standing. Without such
understanding, no soli-
darity can carry much
weight, and no amount
of mobilization can make
a difference.

Imagine the Israeli
security cabinet making
the ceasefire decision.
Netanyahu is standing in
front of one of his favor-
ite visual media, a pie
chart, which includes all
the factors that support
an Israeli acceptance of
a ceasefire. Considering
everything that we know
about the war in Gaza,
and judging by statements
made by top Israeli active
and retired military gen-
erals, it is certain that the
Gaza resistance—coupled
with Arab resistance
elsewhere—was the main
driver behind the Israeli
decision.

While many are hin-

dered by fears, the
confines of our ideolo-
gies, and wishful think-
ing, some may want to
pretend that the Gaza
resistance was the least
relevant factor in the
outcome of the war. The
truth of Gaza, however,
should be obvious for
anyone else to see.

By acknowledging the
resistance, however, we
are not necessarily argu-
ing that armed struggle or
any other form of struggle
is morally superior to all
others. We are simply
stating a fact, and in doing
so, we are asserting that
Palestinians resorted to
such a choice only after
being ignored by the
international community
for decades.

Denying Palestinians
the right to resist is more
than mere intellectual
dishonesty; it amounts
to denying them agency
altogether and placing
them squarely in the cate-
gory of victims. This gives
Israel, and ourselves, all
the power to kill them
at will in the case of the
former, and to fight for
their rights on our own
terms in the case of the
latter.

If the Gaza war has
taught us anything, it is
that Gaza and the Pales-
tinian people have proven
to be the most central
players in this ongoing
tragedy. It is they, their
resistance, and their
political discourse that
will eventually defeat the
Israeli occupation and
bring peace and justice
back to Palestine. Any
attempt at circumventing
this fact represents utter
disrespect for the Pales-
tinian people and for the
legacy of the tens of thou-
sands of innocent civil-
ians who were pulverized
by the Israeli-US-Western
war machine.

- Dr. Ramzy Baroud is
a journalist, author and
the Editor of The Pales-
tine Chronicle. He is the
author of six books. His
latest book, co-edited
with Ilan Pappé, is ‘Our
Vision for Liberation:
Engaged Palestinian
Leaders and Intellectu-
als Speak Out’. His other
books include ‘My Father
was a Freedom Fighter’
and ‘The Last Earth’.
Baroud is a Non-resident
Senior Research Fellow at
the Center for Islam and
Global Affairs (CIGA). His
website is www.ramzyba-
roud.net

Navigating differences: Lessons in collaboration

SANJAY CHANDRA

small library within my con-

dominium complex. A lady
was apprehensive about the
criticism from a select few for
the expenditure on this noble
venture. Her sharp rejoinder
that she could never stoop so
low to my simple solution of
inviting the critics to inaugurate
the library left me seething.

In another instance, a lady
unequivocally told me that she
would not work with another
lady in the Art and Literature Fes-
tival I am organizing within my
society. I found their response
irrational.I have worked in the
government sector for more
than 30 years out of the 35 years
of an active professional life.

The initial 17 years were spent
in handling big teams of literate
or semi-literate staff. My suc-

Ihave been trying to set up a

from a Ilfe in Iedershlp

cess depended upon their per-
formance. I could not achieve
much without the support of
subordinates, peers, and supe-
riors. I did not have the luxury of
going back to my seniors to shift
a person if he did not perform. I
also could not go back asking for
a transfer if I felt overwhelmed
by the people who had strong
unions, and who would not
hesitate to run me down even
at the slightest hint of weakness.
I was taking stock of the previ-
ous day’s performance with my
senior supervisor in my very
first posting in a maintenance
shed that had more than 1,000
staff.

A group of staff and their lead-
ers barged into the room to air
their grievances. An unruly ele-
ment from the crowd threw an
earthen tea cup to landed right
in front of me on the table. I had
to gulp down the insult to pres-

ent a brave face as I thundered
in the most authoritative voice I
could muster that the meeting
was over and I would not discuss
any further.

It turned out that they were
testing me and the leaders tried
their best to be on my right
side.A senior visited my shop
floor during lunch hours in
another posting in a production
unit a few years later.

A place where a lot of grease

was used was usually quite
gloomy with layers of the sticky
substance accumulating over
years. The shop floor would also
not be the cleanest of the places
at lunchtime. Railways was an
extremely hierarchical organisa-
tion with the seniors considering
themselves masters at insulting
the subordinates, particularly
the officers, who would not
retaliate in front of the staff out
of a sense of propriety.

This senior gentleman shout-
ed at me that if the cleaning staff
was not available, then I should
have cleaned myself. My super-
visor and the staff showed more
compassion as they rushed
around. There were many such
incidents when I felt degraded
and insulted. I did not have
the same options that the two
young ladies wanted to exer-
cise. To give credit to both, they
are well educated, one of them

having studied psychology in
college, the other is a medical
professional. I find a similar
unwillingness in other younger
professionals.

They are rigid in their
approach to daily problems
and would rather not talk to a
person with contrary opinions
than sit down to resolve them.
The attitude often spills into the
personal lives also. There would
always be some difficult times.
There is a need to discuss and
find a middle ground.

I would like to bring their
attention to the famous words
of Abraham Lincoln, “I do not
like that man. I must get to know
him better.” It will take a lot of
time and effort. But in the end,
it will be worth it.

(The author is an electrical
engineer with the Indian Railways
and conducts classes in creative
writing; views are personal)
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Subject: Grant of registration of the paying Guest house/
Home stay under the name and style " Chuk Inn Paying
Guest House/Home Stay" Situated at Khayam Chowk

Srinagar.
PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas,I Mohammad Yousuf Wichka S/o: Al MohammadWichka,R/
0:Budshah Nagar Natipora Srinagar. At present khayam Chowk Srinagar.
Intends to apply in the office of Prescribed Authority of Directorate of of
Tourism Kashmir for registration of my proposed Paying Guest House/
Home Stay under the Name & Style "Chuk Inn Paying Guest House/
Home Stay" Situated at near Khayam Chowk Srinagar. under Tourist
trade Act 1978/82/2011-12. Whereas I will submit Landownership
Certificate from Concerned Tehsildar with attest photographs of the unit
through Dy.Commissioner Concerned,Rent/Lease Deed/Partnership
Deed/issued by concerned Sub-Registrar, Judicial Magistrate ( if applicable
NOC from the owner to the effect that the property can be used as
HomeStay),Character Certificate of the applicant from the Concerned
Police Station,undertaking from the owner as self declaration,Public
Notice inviting objections, if any in print media,list of family members
Name,Age and Photograph self attested by owner,photographs of the
unit as mentioned in the application ( each of exterior and individual bed
rooms and bathrooms),Inspection report by the Committee shall decide
whether to issue a registration to the unit or not keeping in view,the type
of accommodation and amenity,aadhar card.Now before my case is
processed for registration by the prescribed Authority. The matter is
hereby notified for information of general Public/Organizations for objections
if any and the same should reach to the office of prescribed Authority
within a period of 7 days from the publication of this notice in leading
local newspaper of the valley.Objections received beyond the period of
7 days from the date of publication shall not be entertained and the case
shall be processed under rules as per merit.

Mobile No.7889618248

Subject: Grant of registration of the proposed travel unit
under the name and style " M/s Anjoman Tour & Travel."
Situated at Jawharpora Narbal Budgam.

PUBLIC NOTICE

WhereI ShazyaGulzar W/o: OmerFarooqR/o:Lasjan,Bye-
Pass Srinagar Intends to apply in the Department of
Tourism for registration of my proposed travel unitunder
Nameand style "OsmiTo Xplore" Tour & Travel. " Situated
at Lasjan,Bye-Pass Srinagar.under Tourist trade Act
1978/82/2011-12,

Whereas I will, submit State Subject/Domocile
Certificate,Qualification Certificate, Pan Card,Experience
Certificate ( Minimum of 5 years),Character Certificate
(Police Department ) Bank Statement ( Minimum Balance
10,000),Site plan,Affidavit,Rent deed duly attested by
Sub-Registrar,Printing Material ( letter Head/visiting
Card),photographs of the unit (Indoorand Outdoor) and
Two passport size photograph to the Department of
Tourismas per prescribed checklist prior to Registration
of my unit as an Excursion Agency.

Now as per J&K Registration of Tourism Trade
Act 1978/82/2011-12.before my case is processed for
registration by the competent Authority the matter is
nearby notified for information of the General public/
FinancialsInstitutions Bank/ Organization,etcforobjection.
if any and the same should reach to the Deputy Director
Tourism Registration (email id: ddtreg123@gmail.com)
within a period of 7 days from the publication of this
Noticeinleadinglocal newspaperofthevalley.Noobjection
beyond a period of 7 daya shall be entertained.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for information of general public that the (Electric bill )
power connection is registered on name MOHAMMAD SUBHAN
GANAIE S/O .GHRASOOL R/O JAHANGIRPORA ..Now this Con-
nection bearing Consumer ID NO 021204000712 wants to be
registered on my name SAJAD AHMAD GANAIE S/O MOHAM-
MAD SUBHAN R/O JAHANGIRPORA ..If anybody have any objec-
tion in this regard He/She may file his/her objection in the
concerned PDD office within seven days from the date of
publication ofthis notice after that no objection will be enter-
tained

Name....SAJAD AHMAD GANIE
S/0 ... MOHAMMAD SUBHAN
R/O JAHANGIRPORA

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF SCHOOL EDUCATION KASHMIR

thecategory shall out rightly be rejected.

DIPK-12445/24
Date: Feb 25,2025

Sub: CPSW No. 689/2016 in SWP No.25/2010 titled Javid Saleem vs Manoj Kumar Dwivedi & Ors.
Ref: Administrative Department's communication No.: Edu/LGLO/Kmr/152/2022-01 dated: 13/02/2025

Notification

Pursuanttothedirections conveyed by Hon'ble High Court of Jammu &KashmirandLadakh at Srinagar dated: 26/11/2024 passed
in CPSW 689/2016 in [SWP No.25/2010] titled)Javid Saleem vs Manoj Kumar Dwivedi & Ors coupled with the recommendations of
J&KService Selection Board vide Order No.586-SSB of 2017 dated: 25/10/2017 received throughAdministrative Department vide
communication No. Edu/Legal/K/20/2016 dated:23/11/2017 and the approval conveyed by Administrative Department vide
communicatonNo. Edu/LGL0/Kmr/152/2022-01 dated: 13/02/2025 in favour Shri. Javid Saleem S/o:Mohammad Saleem R/o:
SheikharPulwama, District Pulwama, for his appointmentas Teacherin pursuant to Notification No. 01 0f 2008 dated: 22/04/2008
underPH Category(Vision), Shri.Javid Saleem S/o:Mohammad Saleem R/o: Sheikhar Pulwama, District Pulwamais herebyinformed
throughthemediumofthisNotificationinformedtosubmitall the Testimonial/Certificates (in Original) and verification of Character
&Antecedents Form (V-Roll) prescribed by the Government in light of Order No.528-JK(GAD)of 2021 dated: 21/06/2021 in the
office of Directorate of School Education Kashmir, within aperiod of 21 days from the date of issuance of this Notification.

Note: Afterexpiry of thestipulated time period, any of the Testimonials/Certificates Verification of Characer & Antecedents (V-Roll)
received from candidate for his appointmentshall not be entertained and the claim for his appointment as Teacher under any of

Sd/
Director
School Education IKashmir

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Machinery Division Srinagar

Mechanical & Hospital Engineering Department, Kashmir
| Fax No: 0194-2497093 | email: xenmds@gmail.com | website: www.medkashmir.org |
GIST of e-Tender

[ e-NIT No:

[ MDSK/TS /2024-25/105 |

[ Date

25.02.2025 |

below mentioned work:

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders are invited on jitem rate basis from registered contractors for the

Name of the Work Cost of Estimated Bid Position of
Tender Doc Cost Security/EM Funds
. | (In Rupees) Din (In
(In Rupees) Rupees)
1 2 3 4 5
ITC & ITC (as the case may be) of sprinkler irrigation System
mtzludmg_HDPE pipe/LLDPE plpelme_ /DG Set / including 200 .00 23,12,600.00| 46250.00 | Approved
llied fittings for Saffron Crop cultivated area at bore well under NMS
INo.104 under implementation of National Mission on Saffron.

per schedule of dates given below :-

The bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Govt. website www.jktenders.gov.in as

DIPK-12421/24

01 Publish date 25.02.2025( 18:00hrs)

02 Period of downloading of bidding document 25.02.2025( 18:30hrs)

03 Bid submission start date 25.02.2025( 18:55hrs)

04 Bid submission end date 04 .03 .2025( 18:55hrs)

05 Date and time of opening of bids (online) 05 . 03.2025( 14:00hrs)
Date: 25.02.2025 Sd/

Executive Engineer,
Machinery Division, Srinagar

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir
Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
Office of the Chief Agriculture Officer Srinagar

Subject: Advertisement notice for engagement of Krishi Udyamis (KUs) Agricultural Entrepreneur in the district Srinagar.

Applications on prescribed format are invited from eligible candidates for engagement as Krishi Udyami (KUs) on contractual basis for
a period of two years (Extensible) subject to the terms and conditions laid down in contract agreement.

recognizedinstitution

institution.

institution.

S.No | Details Description

1 Position Krishi Udyami (KU) (Agricultural Entrepreneur)

2 Number of Positions | 07 Pre-identified Panchayat level Kissan Khidmat Ghars of the District Srinagar as per the Panchayat
details whereof given as under:-
[ S.No | Name of KKG | Name of Panchayat | Block |
[ 1 { Fagqir Gujri A&B { Fagir Gujri A { Harwan \

3 Duration Initially for a period of 2 Years, with the possibility of annual extensions.

Engagement
4 Qualification Qualification Diploma in Agriculture & Allied Fields or Graduation in science (BSc), Graduation in

Agriculture and Allied Fields. (BSc/BVSc) Additional preference will be given to the candidates
possessing post-graduation science/Agri & Allied) &computers diplomas/ certificates

Diploma courses: Diploma in Agriculture, Horticulture,Veterinery

Sciences, Forestary, Fisheries,Sericulture, agri Engineering,BHT,BAT from government

Agri Allied courses: BSc in agriculture, Horticulture, Forestry, Fisheries, Sericulture, B.Tech in
agriculture engineering, and BVSc & AH/ General Graduation (Science) from government recognized

Diploma/Certification course in computers of 3 or more month's duration from a governmentrecognized

5 Job profile

Job profile Operate Kissan Khidmat Ghars (KKGs) under the Holistic Agriculture Development

Programme (HADP)
6 Remunerations Remunerations The engagement is based on a self-earning/entrepreneur basis
7 Last date for receipt | Applicationon prescribed format may be submitted in the office of Chief Agriculture office
of complete Srinagar by or before 10.03.2025 till 4.00 PM along with following documents
Application 1. DOB 2.Marks Certificate of all qualifying examinations.
8 Space requirement The Selectee Krishi Udyami shall have to arrange his/her own accommodation whether owned orrented
for Housing for within the Panchayat Halqa as per given break up.
KKG's(Phase II) I)Core front Office functionality 300 to 350 Sqft
II)Off-site storage arrangement to be assigned within the same Panchayat jurisdiction
9 Age bar Age bar Age should be between 21 to 45 Years as of the last date of submission

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

DIPK-12408/24
Date: Feb 25 2025

The complete details of the scheme and terms of terms of engagements can be had from the office ofChief Agriculture officer,
Srinagar during the office hours or can be downloaded (http://hadp.jk.gov.in

Chief Agriculture Officer
Srinagar
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)
Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

TheRegistrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining
to Birth SIDRA SHAHEEN D/O SHAHEEN MOHI UD DIN
BHAT R/OVIZER Tehsil WAGOORA Distt. Baramulla
having verified the date of Birth as 02/04/2020 and event
has been shown to be occured at SDH kreeri for issuance
of delay order .In this connection.

if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of death certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertaine

Executive Magistrate
1st Class KREERI

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

TheRegistrar Birthsand Deaths (Block Development Officer Wagoora)/
chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining
to Birth ARHAAN IQBAL S/O MOHAMMAD IQBAL SHEIKH R/O
CHOORA Tehsil KHOIE Distt. Baramulla having verified the date
of Birth as 19/07/2021 and event has been shown to be occured
at SDH kreeri for issuance of delay order .In this connection.
ifanyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order of death
certificate shall present his/her claim this office within 07 days,
after that no objection shall be entertained

Executive Magistrate
1st Class KREERI

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR KREERI
(Executive Magistrate 1st Class)

Subject: Issuance of Registration Orders in respect of delayed Birth/ Death certificate.

PUBLIC NOTICE

TheRegistrar Births and Deaths (Block Development Officer
Wagoora)/ chokedar hassubmitted case file pertaining
to Birth MOHAMMAD ANAS D/O MOHD ASHRAF HAJAM
R/O WADOORA PAYEEN Tehsil BOMAI Distt. Baramulla
having verified the date of Birth as 17/12/2021 and event
has been shown to be occured at SDH kreeri for issuance
of delay order .In this connection.

if anyone have any objection to the issuance of delay order
of death certificate shall present his/her claim this office
within 07 days, after that no objection shall be entertained.

Executive Magistrate
1st Class KREERI

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL
ANDHOSPITALS DIVISION SRINAGAR

and cold Air Conditioning Units at vital locations of Govt.
CD Hospital, LD, Children Hospital & B&J Srinagar

Ref :1. This office NIT No: M&HDS/TS
/2024-25/143/e-tendering Dated: 06.02.2025.CANCEL-
LATION

CANCELLATION

Due to Administrative reasons and dubious authoriza-
tion certificates which were withheld post opening of
cover ist and declared invalid by the company the above
referred NIT floated vide e-NIT No. M&HDS/TS
/2024-25/143/e-tendering Dated: 06.02.2025 is hereby
cancelled and shall be floated afresh shortly.

DIPK-12449/24
Date: Feb 25 2025

Executive Engineer,
Mechanical & Hospitals
Division, Srinagar.

Subject:- Rate contract for SITC of Inverter Series Hot

Public Notice

I have changed my name from ( Old Name)
SYED JUNAID JAVAID NAQASH to (New Name) SYED
JUNAID KASHANI. In future | will be known as (New
Name ) SYED JUNAID KASHANI.
If anybody is having any objection he/she may
contact Passport Office, Srinagar within 7 days.
After 7 days no objection will be accepted.

Public Notice

My Son's name has been wrongly written as MOHAMMAD
ZIYAAAN in his Adhar card while his correct name is ZEEYAN
NABI S/O GH NABI CHOPAN R/O NOWPORA JAGIR which
needs to be corrected if anybody having any objection in this
regard he /she may file his/her objection in the office of BDO
WAGOORA / TEHSIL OFFICE WAGOORA within Seven. days
from the publication of this notice after that no objection will
be entertained

Name....GH NABI CHOPAN
F/O ZEEYAN NABI
R/O NOWPORA JAGIR

Public Notice

My name has been wrongly written as AB HAMID GANAI in
my adhar card while my correct name is AB HAMID GANIE
which needs to be corrected if anybody having any objection
in this regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office of
BDO WAGOORA /Tehsil office WAGOORA within seven days
from the publication of this notice after that no objection will
be entertained

Public Notice

My son's name has been wrongly written as MOMIN
MANZOOR DAR S/O MANZOOR AHMAD DAR in my Adhaar
card while my correct name is MUYEEN MANZOOR S/O
MANZOOR AHMAD DAR which needs to be corrected if
anybody having any objection in this regard he/she may file
his/her objection in the office of BDO WAGOORA /Tehsil office
WAGOORA within seven days from the publication of this
notice after that no objection will be entertained.

NAME.....MANZOOR AHMAD DAR
F./O MUYEEN MANZOOR. DAR
R/O NAGBAL

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Office of the Principal

Government Degree College Magam Budgam

NO.GDC/M/2025/147 Dated. 24 /02/2025
RE-TENDER NOTICE

Due to poor response to this office tender notice No:
GDC/M/25/93 Dated: 06-02-2025 published in Daily
newspaper Rising Kashmir on 07/02/2025 regarding the
running of college canteen for the session 2025-26 last
date for submission of tenders have been extended upto
20/03/2025. Rest of the terms and conditions as laid
down in the above referred tender notice shall remain
unchanged.

DIPK-12423/24
Date:25-02-25

Principal
GDC Magam

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PUBLIC WORKS(R&B)DIVISION AWANTIPORA

NO:T-1/EEA/10395-98

Extension

Subject:

Date:-24/02/2025

S.No.

Name of Work

Restoration of road surface by way of construction of cement concrate Drain on Hurdmir Lariyar road

Reference: E-NIT No :142/EEA/RNB of 2024 :142/EEA/RNB of 2024-25/9814-24 DATED 08/02/2025

24 DATED 08/02/2025

It is notified for the information of all concerned that It is notified for the information of all concerned that
single bidder has Participated for has Participated for above said NIT for s.no(01). Hence the above entioned
work/Tender is hereby extended/modified . Hence the above mentioned work/Tender is hereby extended/
modified . Hence the above mentioned work/Tender is hereby extended/modified and fixed as under:

1 | Bid Submission End Date

03 -03-2025 upto 3.00 PM

Date & time of opening of Technical Bids

2 (Online)

04-03-2025 at 12.00PM

Allthe other terms & Conditions shall remain same as per above mentioned NITs

DIPK-12426/24
Date: Feb 25 2025

Executive Engineer
R&B Division Awantipora
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District Admin Baramulla Organizes Orientation

B HT News Network

Baramulla, February 25: The Dis-
trict Administration Baramulla in
collaboration with District Employ-
ment & Counseling Centre Baram-
ulla today organized orientation
program for Small Business Develop-
mentUnits (SBDUs)and Business Help
Desks (BHDs) under Mission YUVA
(YuvaUdyami Vikas Abhiyan)at Dak-
banglow Baramulla to foster entre-
preneurship and job creation.

Deputy Commissioner, Baramulla
Minga Sherpa, who inaugurated the
program, highlighted the extensive
groundwork done to identify poten-

tial entrepreneurs across the district.
He informed that a comprehensive
baseline survey mapped 57,000
potential entrepreneurs, withaded-
icated workforce deployed across
Baramullato collectand analyze data.

This data will help us implement
Mission YUVA in a way that ensures
aspiring entrepreneurs receive tar-
geted support,” the DC said while
speaking to the media. He further
announced that Phase 2 of Mission
YUVA will be launched very soon,
focusingonstructured support, finan-
cial assistance,and capacity building
for identified entrepreneurs.

He furthersaid that 165 Yuva Doots

Program for Mission YUVA

will be deputed to assist entrepre-
neurs and facilitate their business
ventures. Each Yuva Doot will be
responsible for monitoring and sup-
porting entrepreneurs across three
Panchayats, ensuring that they
receive the necessary guidance, men-
torship, and access to government
schemes.The orientation program
covered key aspects, including an
overview of Mission YUVA, detailed
findings from the baseline survey,
and the roles and responsibilities of
SBDUs, BHDs, and Yuva Doots in pro-
viding direct business support and
mentorship. Strengthening these
units will ensure effective outreach

and implementation at the grassroots
level.Mission YUVA operates through
adecentralized supportsystem, with
SBDUs serving as district-level incu-
bation and facilitation centers, while
BHDs function as sub-division level
help desks, offering tailored guidance
to entrepreneurs.The Mission YUVA
Portal/App also serves as a key plat-
form, providing access to essential
business resources, funding oppor-
tunities, and mentorship.With the
successful completion of the first
phase, the administration is now set
to roll out Phase 2, which will focus
on equipping identified entrepre-
neurs with financial assistance.

District Industries Centre Kulgam
organizes awarenes

B Farooq Rather

Kulgam, February 25:
District Industries Centre
(DIC) Kulgam today orga-
nized an awareness pro-
gramme atITIChawalgam
Kulgam.

General Manager DIC, Dr.
Bashir Ahmad Lone, Prin-
cipal GovtITIKulgam, Fac-
ulty MembersITI,IPOsand
other resource persons
were presentin the aware-
ness session.

&

s programme at ITI

Speaking on the occa-
sion, General Manager
talked aboutindustrializa-
tionanditsimportanceand
sensitized the participants
aboutrapidly changingjob
market and economies of
the world and need to
adapt to changing situa-
tions and earn a decent

He also sensitized the
participants about prevail-
ingdrugmenaceand urged
them to stay away from
such activities and be
focused to achieve their
goals and upgrade their
skills.

Principal ITI Kulgam,
Ishfaq Ahmad also deliv-

neurship.

During the programme
detailed sessionsregarding
briefoverview and benefits
under PMEGP,NCSS,MSME,
PM Vishwakarmaand Land
Allotment were discussed.

Onthe occasion five par-
ticipants shared their
inspiring strategies with

aspiring towards entrepre-
neurship.

The programme was fol-
lowed by questions answer
session and witnessed a
threadbare discussion
between the participants
and speakers of DICregard-
ing the hiccups which are
being faced by the entre-

DC Kulgam reviews arrangements for Ramdhan
Directed for uninterrupted water, electricity
supply at peak hours

B Farooq Rather

KULGAM, FEBRUARY 25:
The Deputy Commissioner
Kulgam Athar Aamir Khan
today convened ameeting
of officers to review and
finalize the arrangements
for ensuing holy month of
Ramadan.

During the meeting, DC
instructed Officers of KPD-

departments were
instructed to carry special
market checking squads to
keep checkon profiteering,
hoardingand overcharging
by shopkeepers.
Moreover, availability of
essentials in the market
was also reviewed during
the meeting. While traffic
authorities were directed
to ensure availability of
transportinevening hours.

livelihood by establishing
the self employment units
with the supportof District
Industries Centre.

ered a speech and moti-
vated young technically
equipped students towards
innovation and entrepre-

fellow candidates high-
lighting how they success-
fully leverage their skills to
generate income while

preneurs while applying/
availing benefits under
various schemes of DIC.

CLandJal Shaktito ensure
uninterrupted electricity
and water supply to the
consumers during the
month of Ramadan espe-
cially at the Sehriand Iftar
times.

Emphasizing on the
sanitation of towns and

The meetingamong oth-
erswasattended by ADDC,
Mohammad Altaf Khan,
ADCVigar Ahmed Giri, ACR
MushtagAhmad, ACP,Exen
JalShakti, Tehsildars, AEEs
of PHE, PDD, EOs, officers
from Sheep and Animal
husbandries besides Augaf

municipality areas, DC
directed Executive Officers
of Municipal Committees
to launch special cleanli-
ness drives in the district

with focusonroads, lanes,

drains and regular lifting

of waste from markets.
He also directed con-

cerned for installation of
morelightsintheirrespec-
tive towns.

Committee members.Con-
cerned officersand depart-
ments were instructed to
carry special market

Concerned officers and  checking squads.

KVK Kupwara Hosts Live
Streaming of PM-KISAN 19th
Installment Release

m  DR.AB QAYOOM

Kupwara,Feb,25: Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Kupwara,
under the aegis of SKUAST-K, organized a live streaming
event to mark the release of the 19th installment of the
PM-KISAN (Pradhan MantriKisan Samman Nidhi) scheme.
The event, conducted online, coincided with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s official release of the installment
from Bhagalpur, Bihar.On this occasion,A total of 63
farmers, including progressive farmers and agripreneurs
from Kupwara district, participated in the program,
reflecting its significance for the local farming commu-
nity. The scientific staff of KVK Kupwara, including Dr.
Shahid Hakeem and Dr. Raies Ahmad, actively engaged
with the farmers, providing insights on sustainable
agriculture and modern farming practices.Expressing
their gratitude, the farmers thanked Prime Minister

DC Budgam reviews progress on upgradation,
renovation works of Behisht-e-Zehra Par

B HT News Network

Budgam, February 25:The
Deputy Commissioner(DC)
Budgam Akshay Labroo today
took stock of beautification,
renovation and redevelopment
works being executed on the
Behisht-e-Zehra park Budgam.

During the visit, the DC
reviewed progress of infra-
structure upgradationinclud-
ing walkway reconstruction
using paver blocks & interlock
tiles; seating platforms with
tea& coffee resting blocks fin-

Forest Division Langate Hosts Workshop
on Forest Fire Mitigation Strategies
B DR.AB QAYOOM e 4 '!. '

Langate, Feb,25:In a proactive
efforttostrengthen forest fire pre-
paredness, the Langate Forest Divi-
sion, in collaboration with BSF
Naugam, SDH Langate, the Wildlife
Department, and the Fire & Emer-
gency Services (F&ES), organized
aone-day workshop on forest fire
management and mitigation strat-
egies.The workshop focused on
equipping frontline forest person-
nel with essential skillsin fire pre-
vention, suppression techniques,
jungle survival, first aid, and CPR.
Experts from the Fire and Emer-
gency Services, Border Security
Forces,and the Health Department

M L5 Aty
Officials also stressed the need for
greater community awarenessand
involvement in minimizing fire
incidents, recognizing the role of
local residents in early detection
and prevention.This initiative is
part of a broader strategy to
enhance forest protection mecha-
nisms in the region, ensuring a

Narendra Modi for the timely release of funds, acknowl-
edgingthatwhile 2,000 maybeamodestsum,itremains
a valuable financial aid for their agricultural and horti-
cultural activities. They also appreciated KVK Kupwara
and SKUAST-K for their continuous efforts in raising
awareness and providing scientific guidance to enhance
farming productivity.The event highlighted the govern-
ment's commitment to supporting farmers and promot-
ing sustainable agricultural practices in the Kashmir
region.

DC Baramulla reviews Ramzan
arrangements; stresses seamless
public services

B HT News Network

Baramulla, February 25: Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Baramulla, Minga Sherpa, today chaired a meeting to
finalize arrangements for the holy month of Ramzan,
ensuring all necessary facilities for the public.

Hedirected concerned departments to ensure uninter-
rupted power and water supply, particularly during
Sehri and Iftar hours. He also emphasized strict market
regulation to curb hoarding and overpricing of essential
commodities.Reviewing sanitation measures, DCinstruct-
ed municipal authorities to maintain cleanliness around
mosques and marketplaces. He further directed the
concerned departments toinstall and repair streetlights
in key areas to facilitate safe movement of people, espe-
cially during early morning and late evening hours.

Amongothers Additional Deputy Commissioner Baram-
ullaDrZahoor Ahmad Raina, Additional Superintendent
of Police Baramulla, Syed Yasir Qadri, Additional Super-
intendent of Police Sopore, Mir Murtaza, SDMs of Uri,
Gulmarg, Pattan besides other concerned officers were
attended the meeting.

®© 00 ©

ished with granite; installation
of decorative metallights out-
side park, structural steel rail-
ings for walkway sides and
other developmental works
aimed at enhancing the aes-
theticand public utility of park.

On the occasion, DC direct-
ed R&B department Budgam

to ensure that the work is
executed as per specification,
and instructed the site engi-
neers to monitor the works
properly to bring out quality
results.DC while expressing
pleasureregarding the ongoing
works at the park stated that
the work on enhancing, reno-

vating,and beautifying of park
is progressing well.

Chief planning officer bud-
gamIrfan Giri, Executive Engi-
neer R&B division Budgam,
Officials from the R&B Depart-
ment, and other concerned
departmentsaccompanied the
DC during the visit.

provided valuable training and
guidance, ensuring a comprehen-
sive learning experience for the
participants.With over 100 front-
line forest staff in attendance, the
eventunderscored theimportance
of timely intervention and inter-
departmental coordination in
effectively tackling forest fires.

swiftand coordinated response to
fire emergencies. By fostering col-
laboration between various agen-
cies and improving the prepared-
ness of forest personnel, the
Langate Forest Division aims to
mitigate the risks associated with
forest fires and safeguard the
region’s biodiversity.

National Training Program on Natural Farming
Begins at Directorate of extens

m  DRABQAYOOM

Srinagar,Feb,25: A four-day National Training Program
onNatural Farming was inaugurated today at the Direc-
torate of Extension, Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agri-
cultural Sciences and Technology (SKUAST), Kashmir.
Organized in collaboration with the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Farmers Welfare, Government of India, the
program aims to promote sustainable agricultural
practices and equip experts with advanced knowledge
in natural farming.Hon’ble Vice Chancellor SKUAST-K,
Prof. Nazir Ahmed Ganai, who has been instrumental
in establishing the Centre for Natural Farming at the
university, played a key role in making SKUAST-K one
of the fourteen designated centers for natural farming
across India. Under his leadership, the university has
emerged as a pioneer in the field.Delivering the inau-
gural address, Prof. Raihana Habib Kanth, Director
Extension, SKUAST-K, emphasized the need foramission-

*

vl &

driven approach to achieving excellence in natural
farming. She highlighted the importance of sustainable
agricultural practices for long-term environmental

ion SKUAST-K

conservation and food security.The event witnessed
insightful contributions fromleading experts, including
Prof. Purshottam Singh (Professor of Agronomy), Prof.
Parmeet Singh (Associate Director Research), and Prof.
Farahanaz Rasool (Deputy Director Trainings), who
discussed various aspects of natural farming and its
practical applications.The program has attracted program
coordinators, scientists from Krishi Vigyan Kendras
(KVKs), and experts from the Directorate of Extension,
ensuring a broad-based impact across the agricultural
sector.The four-day training will cover key topics such
as soil health management, water conservation, organ-
icinput production, and eco-friendly farming techniques,
equipping agricultural professionals with the skills
needed to promote sustainable farmingin theirregions.

Theinaugural session concluded with a vote of thanks
by Dr. Rusheeba Manzoor, Deputy Director, SAMETI,
who acknowledged the efforts of all participants and
reiterated the significance of collective actioninadvanc-
ing natural farming initiatives.
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Deputy Chief Minister holds review meeting
at Sunderbani; Assesses public grievances

B HT News Network

RAJOURI, FEBRUARY 25: Deputy
Chief Minister, Surinder Choudhary,
today chaired a review meeting
regarding functioning of various
departments at Sunderbani.

The meeting focused onaddressing
theissues and grievances of the gen-
eral public relating different depart-
ments.

The Deputy Chief Minister direct-
ed the concerned officers to resolve
the public grievances on priority basis,
ensuring swiftand effective solutions
tothe concernsofthelocal residents.

During the meeting, the Deputy
Chief Minister also had a comprehen-
sive review of the progress on various
schemes of different departments.
He emphasised the importance of
raising public awareness about vari-
ous government schemes and pro-
grams. He instructed the District
Social Welfare Officer and Assistant
Labour Commissioner to organise

special camps in the district, par-
ticularly in Nowshera and Sunder-
bani, to educate the publicabout their
initiatives and ensure maximum
coverage.

The meeting was attended by ADC
Nowshera, Babu Ram Tandan; ADC
Sunderbani, Rajeev Magotra; SE
PWD(R&B), Devi Dayal; ACD, Vijay

Kumar; DSWO, Abdul Raheem; DMO,
Mohd Sayeed; ALC, Pradyot Gupta
and other officers.

Later, the Deputy Chief Minister
alsoattended a mega eventorganised
at Guru Ravi Dass Ji temple at Dheri,
marking his continued commitment
towards community welfare and
spiritual engagement.

DC Bandipora visits CHC Sumbal,
takes stock of Healthcare Facilities

B HT News Network

BANDIPORA, FEBRUARY 25: Dep-
uty Commissioner Bandipora, Man-
zoor Ahmad Qadri, on Tuesday vis-
ited Community Health Centre (CHC)
Sumbaltoreview theavailable health-
care facilities and take stock of ser-
vices being provided to the public.

During his visit, M.A Qadri con-
ductedinspection of the various sec-
tionsincluding OPD, wards, diagnos-
tic units and other units.

While interacting with the staff,
the DC emphasized to ensure that
medical equipment and essential
supplies are available besides
enquired about the challenges faced
in delivering quality healthcare ser-
vices.Healsointeracted with patients
and took feedbackregarding the ser-
vices provided to them.

Qadri emphasized the need for
promptaction toaddress any gapsin
services, ensuring thatthe healthcare

centre operates efficiently.

He asked the concerned to iden-
tify areas of improvement and steps
that need to be taken to enhance
healthcare delivery and make ser-
vices more accessible.e asked the staff
tomaintain high standards of patient
care and urged them to address any
deficiencies to ensure better out-
comes for patients.mong others, ADC
Zaffar Husson Shawl, SDM sumbal
Murtaza Ahmad Shiekh and other
concerned were also present.mean-
while Deputy Commissioner Bandi-
pora, Manzoor Ahmad Qadri,accom-

panied by Additional Deputy
Commissioner Zaffar Husson Shawl,
on Tuesday paid a visit to the Tehsil
Library Bandiporatoassess the avail-
able facilities and took feedback from
students and staff.During the visit,
the students and library staff raised
several concerns, including extending
thelibrary’s operating hours,improv-
ing heating and cooling facilities, and
address other infrastructure issues.
The Deputy Commissioner listened
patiently to the concernsand assured
the studentsand staffthatall genuine
issues would be resolved within a
specified time frame.He said District
Administration Bandipora is com-
mitted toenhance thelearning envi-
ronment for students and address
these concernstoensureabetterand
more comfortable space for students.

M. A. Qadri said that the library is
an important resource for which
administration will make every effort
to ensure that it meets the needs of
the public.

Zamahdari Project 2.0 Promotes

Literacy in Kupwara

B HT News Network

KUPWARA, FEBRUARY 25: TheZamah-
dari Project 2.0 has taken a significant
stride in educational reform with the
launch of a three-day capacity-building
training programme for key resource
persons.The traning programme was
organized by District Institute of Educa-
tion and Training (DIET) Kupwara in col-
laboration with PRITHAM, a renowned
NGO, following the directions of DCKup-
wara, Ayushi Sudan.The primary goal is
to enhance foundational literacy and
numeracy skills among students, ensur-
ing a stronger academic future for the
children.The programme was inaugu-
rated by Principal DIET Kupwara, Man-
zoor Ahmad Bhat, who in his address
highlighted the crucial role of literacy and
numeracy in a child's holistic develop-
ment. He applauded the collaboration
with PRITHAM, recognizing the NGO’s
dedicationtoeducational transformation.

Coordinated by Mohammad Igbal Bhat,
In-Charge Trainings, the programme is
meticulously designed to equip resource

persons with innovative teaching meth-
odologies, assessment tools,and strategies
to address learning gaps.

Participants appreciated the pro-
gramme’s dynamic approach, which
blends theoretical knowledge with prac-
tical applications.The initiative also
emphasises the significance of continuous
professional development, enabling edu-
cators to adapt to evolving educational
needs and methodologies.

This initiative marks a major step
toward strengthening the educational
framework in Kupwara, reaffirming the
commitment to nurturing a generation
equipped with essential learning skills.

B HT News Network

BARAMULLAFEBRUARY 25: The
Handicraftsand Handloom Depart-
ment Baramulla organized a day-
long Artisan Exhibition cum
Awareness Camp atthe Handicrafts
Block Sopore.

The event was inaugurated by
Additional Deputy Commissioner
(ADC)Sopore, Shabir Ahmad Raina
and was attended by

Handicrafts Training Officer
(HTO)Sopore, Owais Ahmad,Craft
Instructors, artisans, members of
various Industrial Cooperative
Societies and trainees from differ-
ent training centers.

Addressing the gathering, ADC
Sopore, Shabir Ahmad Raina,
emphasized that the objective of
the camp was to create awareness
amongartisans aboutvarious wel-
fare schemes and programs offered
by the department.

He urged artisans to register

with the department to avail the
benefits of these schemes, which
aim to support them in achieving
economic independence.

During the event, HTO Sopore
apprised the participants about
the various training programes,
cooperativeinitiatives,and design

support available through the
School of Designs, Srinagar.
Healso highlighted the benefits
of the newly launched Credit Card
Scheme, which provides artisans
with a financial aid of Rs 2 lakh,
along with a 7% subsidy for five
years from the date of disburse-

Handicrafts & Handloom Deptt B’la organizes
artisan exhibition cum awareness camp at Sopore

ment.

On the occasion, ADC distrib-
uted appreciation certificates to
extraordinary trainees from vari-
ous training centers of Block
Sopore. The event was inaugu-
rated by Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) Sopore, Shabir
Ahmad Raina and was attended
byHandicrafts Training Officer
(HTO)Sopore, Owais Ahmad Craft
Instructors, artisans, members of
various Industrial Cooperative
Societies and trainees from differ-
ent training centers.

Addressing the gathering, ADC
Sopore, Shabir Ahmad Raina,
emphasized that the objective of
the camp was to create awareness
amongartisans aboutvarious wel-
fare schemes and programs offered
by the department.He urged arti-
sans to register with the depart-
ment to avail the benefits of these
schemes, which aim to support
theminachievingeconomicinde-
pendence.

DC Shopian meets SBDU, BHD
members under Mission Yuva

B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 25: Mission Direc-

MD takes financial review of

Jal Jeevan MISSIOII

Sensitizes them regarding their role, responsibilities for impactful implementation

B HT News Network

Shopian, February 25: A meeting was today
convened by Deputy Commissioner Shopian,
Shishir Gupta with all the members of Small
Business Development Units (SBDU)and Busi-
ness Help Desks (BHD) to discuss the roles and
responsibilities of each memberin the context
of the Mission YUVA project.

Acomprehensive and detailed presentation
was shared with the members, outlining the
specific roles and duties of each member.

The committee members were sensitised
about their job profile and helped to clarify
expectations and facilitate a deeper under-

standing of the tasks at hand.

their specific and critical roles in the project
and stressed that a clear comprehension of
responsibilities would ensure a smooth and
efficient execution of the Mission YUVA proj-
ect.

Furthermore, he directed that each Yuva
Dootwill beidentified after filling all the details
of their selection as per the Yuva Doot Docu-
ment. Additionally, the panchayats will be
allocated to them, ensuring that the next steps
can be taken accordingly in the project.

One SBDU atdistrict Level and two BHDs at
sub divisional level at Shopian and Zainapora
have been set up for the effective implementa-

DC Shopian emphasized the importance of

tion of Mission Yuva in the district.

tor, JalJeevan Mission (JJM),J&K, Khurshid
Ahmad Shah, today had afinancial review
of implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission
inJammu&Kashmir throughvirtualmode.
The meeting was attended by Chief Engi-
neer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Department besides
Superintending Engineers Hydraulic
circle’s and Executive Engineers of all
divisions including their counterparts of
Mechanical Engineering.The Mission
Director enquired about the unspent funds
above one crore in Single Nodal Account
(SNA) of each division. He directed the
Executive Engineers to expedite the pro-
cess of payment to the firms who have
satisfactorily completed the works allot-
ted.Khurshid Shah called for synergy

between the Executive Engineers and
Superintending Engineers for clearing the
liabilities well before the completion of
financialyearin March.The Mission Direc-
torenjoined upon the officers to clear the
liabilities on account of completed works
whichwill pave way for transition to new
payment system.

The meeting further directed the divi-
sions to upload the details of infrastructure
created on Gati Shakti portal for which
trainingis beingimparted by NationalJal
Jeevan Mission to the nodal officers.

Athar Amir Khan kick starts “Clean Kulgam, Green Kulgam” campaign

B Farooq Rather

Kulgam February 25:Inan
inspiring move to protect
the environment, District
Administration Kulgam in
collaboration with the
Municipal Council launches
the “Clean Kulgam, Green
Kulgam” awareness drive
here at the conference hall
of Mini-Secretariat.

The initiative kick started
by Deputy Commissioner
Kulgam, Athar Amir Khan,
aimsto clean uplocal water-
bodies and raise awareness
about the urgent need to
protect these crucial natural
resources from pollution.

The campaign kicked off
with an energetic cleanup
drive, where volunteers and
municipal authorities joined

®© 00 ©

forces toremove waste from
the region’s water bodies.
Theeventalsoaimed toedu-
cate the community on the
harmful effects of pollution
on aquatic ecosystems and
the critical importance of
preserving them.

Deputy Commissioner
while speaking at the event
emphasized the significance
of collective action for envi-
ronmental conservation.

“Ourwaterbodies are vital
to our ecosystem so it is
essential that we unite to
prevent the further pollution
of these resources"”, he said
and added that the initiative
is just the start of a larger
movementtoensureaclean-
erand greener future for our
nation.

"As a individual we owe
theresponsibility of keeping

the surroundings neat and
clean", he stated.

Executive Officer MCKul-
gamZahid Sajjad, expressed

the governments unwaver-
ing support for such envi-

ronmentally focused efforts.

The residents of Kulgam
have been encouraged to
actively take part in the
ongoing cleanup efforts and
spread the message of envi-
ronmental responsibility.

The “Go Green Nation,
Waste-Free India” initiative
calls on people across the
region to work together for
acleaner, greener future for
Kulgam and the country as
awhole.

Earlier the Yaad Gaar art
and musictheater performed
a skit depicting the impor-
tance of keeping our water-
bodies pollution free.

At the conclusion of the
awareness programme, the
different people were award-
ed with mementos and
appriciation certificates for
remarkable work in making

environment pollution free.

Among other, the pro-
gramme was attended by
ACR Mushtaq Ahmad Lone,
Sanitation Officers & workers
of MC, Civil Society members
and school children. The “Go
Green Nation, Waste-Free
India” initiative calls on
people across the region to
work together for a cleaner,
greener future for Kulgam
and the country as a whole.

Earlier the Yaad Gaar art
and music theater performed
a skit depicting the impor-
tance of keeping our water-
bodies pollution free.

At the conclusion of the
awareness programme, the
different people were award-
ed with mementos and
appriciation certificates for
remarkable work in making
environment pollution free.
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Principal Secretary APD reviews wayside
amenities along hlghways across J&K

B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 25: Principal Sec-
retary, Agriculture Production Depart-
ment, Shailendra Kumar, chaired a high
level meeting at Civil Secretariat here to
review the status of wayside amenities
and toilet facilities along major highways
and roads across Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was aimed to address the
growing needs of both local commuters
and the increasing number of tourists
visiting the Union Territory.

Commissioner Secretary Tourism,
YashaMudgal, Secretary PWD, Bhupinder
Kumar, senior officers from NHAI, BRO,
NHIDCL,R&B and the Tourism Department
attended the meeting.

The meeting had detailed discussion
on enhancing infrastructure to improve
travel experience and ensure seamless
access to essential facilities along major
routes.

The Principal Secretary asked the offi-

cers to identify the locations along the
roads and acquire/ transfer land in con-
sultation with the concerned Deputy
Commissioners for raising requisite
facilities for the local and outside visitors.

The Principal Secretary directed the
officerstoensureinstallation of signboards
marking toilet facilities and indicating

distances along highways to enhance
visibility and accessibility. He directed the
Beacon authorities to submit a location
plan for wayside amenities within fixed
timelines besides asking the NHAI to
ensure thatall existingamenities become
functional.

The PWD and Tourism Departments

were asked to conduct a gap analysis to
identify location specific requirements
for new wayside amenities along major
highways. This will ensure an overall
infrastructural development plan that
meets the evolving needs of both the
residents and the visitors.

Healsodirected the concerned agencies
to ensure wayside amnesties and toilets
facilities are incorporated in the DPRs of
road construction projects. The Principal
Secretary directed the officers to ensure
installation of signboards marking toilet
facilities and indicating distances along
highways to enhance visibility and acces-
sibility. He directed the Beacon authorities
to submit a location plan for wayside
amenities within fixed timelines besides
asking the NHAI toensure thatall existing
amenities become functional.

The PWD and Tourism Departments
were asked to conduct a gap analysis to
identify location specific requirements
for new wayside amenities along major
highways.

Commissioner R&R visits
migrant camps; reviews
arrangements for Maha

Shivratri

B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 25:
Commissioner, Relief and
Rehabilitation (M) Orgamsa- [
tion, Dr Arvind Karwani, vis- ‘i
ited Jagti, Nagrota, Muthi and [
Purkhoo migrant camps to 1§
take stock of necessary
arrangements being put in ==

place for the annual Maha Shlvratrl Festival.
DrKarwaniinspected the stalls put by different depart-
ments for sale of flowers, vegetables, walnuts, poojaand
food items at these migrant camps besides prominent
locations at Jammu, having substantial population of
Kashmiri Pandits.The Commissioner asked the Floricul-
ture Department and Department of Horticulture Plan-
ning & Marketing to ensure adequate supply at Jagti,
Muthi, Purkhoo and Nagrota and non camp areas like
Durga Nagar, Roop Nagar, Janipur Colony, Anand Nagar,
Bohri, Gangyal, Subash Nagar, Muthi, Udhaywala and
Talab Tillo during the festival days.Dr Karwani also
inspected the Ration Depots in the migrant camps to

take stock of the availability of ration.

The Department of FCS&CA assured smooth supply
of all quality food items in all migrant camps and non-

camp areas.

Mission YUVA project.

duties of each member.

ect,” he added.

POONCH, FEBRUARY 25: Deputy
Commissioner Poonch Vikas Kundal
today chaired a meeting with the
members of the SBDH and BHD com-
mittees to discuss their role and
responsibilities in the context of the

Acomprehensive and detailed pre-
sentation was shared with the mem-
bers, outlining the specific roles and

The Deputy Commissioner guided
the committee members through a
detailed PPT, ensuring thateveryone
clearly understands his individual
responsibilities. The personalized
approach helped to clarify expecta-
tions and facilitated a deeper under-
standing of the tasks at hand. “A clear
comprehension of responsibilities
will ensure a smooth and efficient
execution of the Mission YUVA proj-

Furthermore, the Deputy Commis-

Mission YUVA project....

taken as per the project.

sioner directed that each Yuva Doot
will be provided identity cards after
fillingall the details of their selection
asper the YuvaDoot Document. “Each
of them will be allotted a panchayat,
ensuring that the next steps can be

Participantsincluded Officers from
RDD Agriculture, Labour & Employ-
ment, Banks, NABARD,NRLM, JKED]I,

DC discusses modalities for seamless
implementation in Poonch district

B HT News Network

IT], the institutional heads of Govern-
ment Degree Colleges Mandher,
Poonch, Surankote, besides CEO.

In addition, Block development
officers, who joined virtually, were
directed by the DC to identify the
names of employees who had previ-
ously worked well in the baseline
survey for the appointment as Yuva
Doots.

Mahashivratri Celebrations: 2-Day Kisan

Mela begins at Airwan Shrine amid festivity
MLA Dr. Bharat Bhushan, DC Dr Rakesh Minhas inaugurate mega event

B HT News Network

KATHUA, FEBRUARY 25: The annual
Mahashivratri celebrations at the his-
toric Airwan Shrine began today on a
grand note with a vibrant Kisan Mela
organized by the District Administration
Kathua.The event brought together farm-
ers, artists, and devotees, creating a live-
ly atmosphere of cultural and spiritual
festivity.

The Kisan Mela opened with a special
ceremony, setting the stage for two days
ofengagingactivities. The fair showcased
a wide range of locally grown farm pro-
duce, including fresh fruits, vegetables,
and grains, highlighting the agricultural
richness of the region. Farmers from sur-
rounding villages participated enthusias-
ticallyandinteracted withexpertstolearn
about the latest farming techniques.

To further benefit the farming com-
munity, stalls were set up by the agricul-
ture and allied departments, providing
information on modern farming tech-
niques, government schemes, and best
agricultural practices. Farmers got the
opportunity to interact with experts and
gain insights into modern practices in
crop production, animal husbandry and
horticulture.

Adding to the cultural charm of the
event, artists fromthe Information Depart-
ment presented a mesmerizing show of
ShivaTandavaand ShivVivaha.Therhyth-
micactcaptivated the audience, reinforc-
ingthe deep spiritual and artistic traditions
associated with Mahashivratri.

MLA Kathua Dr. Bharat Bhushan, who

®© 00 ©

inaugurated the event, lauded the District
Administration and the Airwan Mandir
Committee for putting in sincere efforts
in organizing the Mela. He emphasized
theimportance of sucheventsin strength-
ening community bonds, promoting rural
entrepreneurship, and preserving cul-
tural heritage.

Deputy Commissioner Dr. Rakesh

Minhas highlighted that the Kisan Mela

not only added to the festive spirit of
Mahashivratribut alsoserved asaplatform
to educate farmers on modern agricul-
tural techniques and allied practices. He
encouraged farmers to take advantage of
the opportunity and learn about new
farming methods and government
schemesdesigned to support their growth.

Dr.Minhasalso announced thatas part
ofthe Mahashivratri celebrations,agrand
Ganga Aarti will be held at 6 PM on
Mahashivratri day at Airwan Shrine. The
event will feature the lighting of 1,100
Diyas (oil lamps), showcasing abreathtak-
ingvisual spectacle. He invited the public
to participate in this sacred event and
experience the divine atmosphere.

The Airwan Mandir Committee, led by
Tehsildar Nagri Aana Jamwal, expressed
heartfelt gratitude to all attendees, par-
ticipants,and organizers for their support
in making the event a success. The com-
mittee reaffirmed its commitment to
preserving and promoting traditional
cultural values while ensuring that
Mahashivratri celebrations continue to
be inclusive and spiritually enriching.

TheKisan Mela has set the stage for the
mainMahashivratri celebrations, bringing
together farmers, devotees, and cultural
enthusiastsinaunique blend of spiritual-
ity and tradition. The event underscores
the Airwan Mandir’s deep-rooted sig-
nificance as a center of devotion and cul-
tural heritage, drawingvisitors fromacross
the region.

On this occasion, the DC extended his
warm greetings and best wishesto every-
one, emphasizing that Mahashivratri is
not just a religious festival but also a cel-
ebration of unity, spirituality, and India’s
rich cultural heritage.

Earlier, Kabaddi, Volleyball and Ath-
letic competitions were played which
witnessed mammoth attendance.

DDC Nagri Sandeep Majotra, ADC and
other officials were also present on the
occasion.

Javed Dar extends Maha
Shivratri greetings to people
B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 25: On the auspicious occa-
sion of Maha Shivratri, also celebrated as Herath
in Kashmir, Minister for Agriculture Production
and Rural Development, Javed Ahmad Dar, today
extended his hearty greetings to the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Highlighting the significance of the festival,
whichis celebrated with great devotion and enthu-
siasm across both Kashmir and Jammu regions,
the Minister said that the festival hold deep cul-
tural and spiritual importance for devotees, sym-
bolising faith, unity and the spirit of togetherness.

He emphasized that such festivals reinforce the
values of peace, harmony and the idea of co-
existence among different communities. “These
occasions remind us of our rich cultural heritage
and the need to uphold communal harmony. Such
auspicious occasions serve as a unifying force,
bringing people together beyond religious and
regional boundaries,” he said.The Minister also
underscored therole of traditional celebrationsin
fostering goodwill and mutual respect among all
sections of the society. He expressed hope that the
festival would bring happiness, prosperity and
well-being to every household in Jammu and
Kashmir.He urged upon the people to pray for
lasting peace, development and brotherhood in
theregion. “May this festival strengthen the bonds
of love and mutual understanding among us and
inspire us to work towards a more peaceful and
prosperous Jammu and Kashmir,” the Minister
added.

Sakeena Itoo extends Herath
(Mahashivratri) greetings to
people of J&K

B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 25: Minister for Health and
Medical Education, Social Welfare and Education,
Sakeena Itoo has extended her warm greetings to
the people on the auspicious occasion of
Mahashivratri (Herath).

In her message, the Minister described the
festival as a sacred occasion to rededicate oneself
tolive avirtuous life. She added that Herath holds
a special place in the history, culture and plural-
istic ethos of Jammu and Kashmir.

Sakeena said that the warmth with which Her-
athis celebrated across J&K, defines the communal
harmony Jammu and Kashmir is known for.

The Minister also prayed for peace, progress and
prosperity of entire Jammu and Kashmir.

STD conducts simultaneous
search and seizure inspection
at various locations, urges
taxpayers to follow fair-trade
practices

B HT News Network

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 25: As part of its ongoing
drive to check the practice of conversion of B2C
invoices into B2B and passing on fake ITC to deal-
ersespecially those registered as work contractors,
Jammu and Kashmir, State Taxes Department (STD)
conducted simultaneous search and seizure inspec-
tions at various locations across Jammu division
here today.

The Department has urged the dealers to follow
fair-trade practices and avoid indulging in tax
evasionactivities or fraudulent practicesinvolving
fake ITC as it is continuously monitoring such
actions through Al based data analytics tools and
any dealerindulginginsuch activities shall be dealt
with seriously under GST law.

The department made an appeal to all the tax-
payers to practice invoice-based business and
report their actual sales and pay the necessary
amount of GSTin their monthly/quarterly returns
to avoid enforcement actions and penalties.

The Department hasimpressed upon the taxpay-
ers that any fraudulent activity is generating red
flag inputs in various Al tools including Business
Intelligence and Fraud Analytics (BIFA), E-way Bills
Portal and other portals of enforcement wings and
therefore need to be avoided.

HIV awareness program held
at GDC Neeli Nallah

B HT News Network

UDHAMPUR, FEBRUARY 25: Red Ribbon Club
and IQAC Government Degree College NeeliNallah,
in collaboration with J&K Aids Control Society
organized an HIV/AIDS awareness programme
today featuring Poster making and Debate Com-
petitions. The event was conducted under the
guidance of the Principal of the College Prof. (Dr.)
Seema Arora. She praised the students for their
active participationand highlighted theimportance
of education and awareness to counter misinfor-
mation. In poster making competition Nilakshi
Devi, Sabia Akhter and Banshika Devi secured 1st,
2nd and 3rd position respectively. A debate com-
petition was also organized in which Himanshi
Sharma, Shreya Sharma and Nilakshi secured 1st,
2nd and 3rd positionrespectively. Certificates were
also given away to the students for their active
participation. In the end, the Principal lauded the
efforts of the participants and congratulated.
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Atishi among 21 AAP MLAs
suspended from Delhi
Assembly amid uproar

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, FEB 25 (UNI)

The Delhi Legislative Assembly on Tuesday
suspended 21 Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MLAs,
including Leader of Opposition Atishi, for
three days for creating ruckus and sloganeer-
ing during Lieutenant Governor VK Saxena's
address.

Regarding the disruption caused by AAP
MLAs during Mr. Saxena's address, Cabinet
Minister Parvesh Sahib Singh brought a reso-
lution in the House demanding strict action
against those who indulged in undignified
acts, which was supported by MLA Abhay
Verma and demanded suspension of all 21
members for three days.

Assembly Speaker Vijender Gupta moved
a motion to suspend 21 AAP MLAs for three
working days, which was accepted by the
House by a voice vote.

Of the 22 AAP MLAs, Okhla MLA Amanatul-
lah Khan was not present in the House on
Tuesday.

Kharge alleges massive
cuts in scholarships for
marginalised youth

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI FEB 25 (UNI)

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge on
Tuesday accused the central government of
“massive cuts” in scholarships for SC, ST,
OBC, and minority youth and said that with-
out adequate support, their progress would
be hindered.

He alleged that the Modi government had
not only made massive cuts in the number of
beneficiaries but had also spent 25 percent
less funds.

On social media platform X, Kharge said,
“Your government has usurped the scholar-
ships meant for SC, ST, OBC, and minority
youth!”.

“These shameful statistics show that the
Modi government has not only drastically
reduced the beneficiaries in all scholarships
but has also reduced the funds by an average
of 25%, over the years!” he alleged.

He said that “until the students of the
weaker sections get opportunities, their skills
are not encouraged; how will we be able to
increase jobs for the youth of our country?”

“Your slogan of ‘Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas’
cruelly mocks the aspirations of the weaker
sections every day!” he said.

Ex-MLA Abdullah Azam
released from jail after
16 months

AGENCIES
HARDOI (UP), FEB 25 (UNI)

Abdullah Azam Khan, former MLA and son
of senior Samajwadi Party (SP) leader Azam
Khan, was released from Hardoi district jail
after being granted bail by a special court
here in Uttar Pradesh on Tuesday, official
sources said here.

Sources said that Abdullah Azam was
lodged in Hardoi district jail for more than
16 months in a fake date of birth certificate
case. "The bail warrant reached the district
jail from Rampur after which the verification
process was completed and then Abdullah
Azam was released," they said.

The party workers were very happy with
the release of Abdullah Azam. SP MP Ruchi
also reached Moradabad on this occasion.
Abdullah Azam left from here for Rampur
with a convoy of dozens of vehicles.

On October 22, 2023, Abdullah Azam was
transferred from Rampur to Hardoi district
jail. He was lodged in Hardoi jail for more
than 16 months. On Monday, the warrant for
his release was sent to Hardoi jail from the
MP-MLA Magistrate Trial Court and he was
released on Tuesday.

Youth shot dead in Prayagraj

AGENCIES
PRAYAGRAJ, FEB 25 (UNI)

A 24-year-old youth was shot dead by other
youths In Colonelganj area of Prayagraj
district here in Uttar Pradesh, police sourc-
es said here on Tuesday.

Police sources said that the incident
tok place late on Monday night when Sha-
shank (24), a resident of Jagdishpur, in Civil
Lines Market, had a dispute with some per-
sons. "After the altercation while Shashank
attempted to flee the attackers chased and
shot him in the chest near the fountain
intersection in Mumfordganj," they said.

Police sources said that the injured
youth was taken to the Bailey Hospital
where doctors declared him dead. "Police
investigation revealed that cases were
lodged against the deceased Shashank
Singh under various sections in many
police stations including Colonelganj,"
they said.

CAG report tabled in Delhi
assembly, citing loss of over
Rs 2000 cr due to excise policy

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI FEB 25 (UNI)

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta tabled the Comp-
troller and Auditor Gen-
eral of India (CAG) report,
highlighting the alleged
financial irregularities
during the previous Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) admin-
istration, including alleged
irregularities in the Delhi
Excise liquor policy.

The report was tabled
on the second day and
mentioned that the Delhi
government suffered a
massive financial setback,
incurring losses of over Rs
2,000 crore due to "flaws"
in its 2021-22 excise policy.

The report 'Perfor-
mance Audit on Regula-
tion and Supply of Liquor
in Delhi' was tabled fol-
lowing the suspension
of 12 AAP MLAs, includ-
ing Leader of Opposition
Atishi, in a face-off with
the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party over an auditor
report. The report point-
ed out that recommenda-

tions of an expert panel,
formed to suggest changes
for the formation of the
now scrapped policy, were
ignored by then deputy
CM and excise minister
Manish Sisodia.
Additionally, the Excise
Department lost Rs 890.15
crore due to the surrender
of licenses and the depart-
ment’s failure to re-tender
liquor zones, the report
said. The CAG report also
flagged an irregular waiver
of Rs 144 crore granted
to licence holders, citing
Covid-19 restrictions,
a decision personally
approved by Manish Siso-
dia despite finance depart-

ment objections.

Earlier, the assembly
session began with an
address by Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena but
quickly descended into
chaos as opposition mem-
bers protested the reports.

The move triggered
a massive uproar from
AAP MLAs, leading to
their expulsion from the
House by speaker Vijender
Gupta.

Slamming the AAP gov-
ernment, Speaker Vijen-
der Gupta said, "It is amaz-
ing to know that the CAG
report has not been tabled
in the assembly after 2017
18. It was much needed to

obtain the financial condi-
tion of the state. Unfortu-
nately, the CAG report was
not tabled, and the previ-
ous government violated
the Constitution."

Presenting the CAG
reports, LG Saxena said,
"My government, in its first
Cabinet meeting, decided
to table the CAG reports.
This will pave the way
to identify and address
administrative deficien-
cies of the last govern-
ment."

LG said, "In the coming
months, we will focus on
corruption-free gover-
nance, women empow-
erment, clean Delhi,
Yamuna rejuvenation, and
clean drinking water."

Saxena also pointed out
the importance of coop-
eration between the Delhi
government, the Centre,
and other states, saying,
"Continuous clashes and
blame games over the past
10 years have hurt Delhi.
My government will work
in coordination with the
Centre and other states."

President suggests Bihar to develop
many centers like PMCH

AGENCIES
PATNA, FEB 25 (UNID)

The President of India,
Droupadi Murmu said
that Bihar should develop
many centers like Patna
Medical College Hospital
(PNCH) to provide good
medical treatment to the
people of Bihar which will
also boost the economy of
the state.

Addressing the cente-
nary celebration of PMCH
here on Tuesday, Murmu
said that PMCH is among
Bihar's invaluable heritage
and it has a glorious his-
tory of preserving antiqui-
ty and constantly moving
towards modernity. PMCH
was among the best hos-
pitals in Asia, she said
adding that the alumni of
this institute have brought
glory to themselves and
PMCH in the country and
abroad on the strength of

their talent, service, and
dedication.

Suggesting the Bihar
government to open more
such centers, the President
said that going to another
city or state for treatment
affects in many ways such
as delay in treatment, prob-
lems of food, accommoda-
tion, and employment.
This also overburdens the
medical institutions of
major cities. She said that
decentralization of good
medical institutions across

the country would solve
all these problems. Cities
like Chennai, Hyderabad,
Mumbai, and Indore have
developed as centers for
specialty treatment.

She said that Bihar
should also develop many
such centers. This would
not only provide good
medical treatment to the
people of Bihar but would
also boost the economy
of the state. PMCH and its
alumni can greatly contrib-
ute to this endeavour with

their experience.

The President said this
is the era of technology
which is playing an impor-
tant role in the medical
field as well. Technologies
like Artificial Intelligence
and Robotics are making
the medical process sim-
pler and more accurate.
She urged all stakehold-
ers of PMCH to always be
ready to adopt the latest
technologies. She said that
it would not only make the
treatment easier but would
also increase doctors’
knowledge and efficiency.

The President said that
doctors are researchers,
therapists, teachers, and
counselors as well. In all
these roles, they serve
the people and society
and contribute to nation-
building. She urged them
to make people aware of
the importance of blood
and organ donation.

When in power SP gave 'Samajwadi’
name to every work: Yogi

AGENCIES
LUCKNOW, FEB 25 (UNI)

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday said that during
the Samajwadi Party gov-
ernment, only people
connected to the party
received financial help for
medical treatment.

Replying to a query
during the Question Hour
in the Legislative Council,
the CM said that during
the SP rule, every work
was given the 'Samajwadi’
name, even though the
money came from gov-
ernment funds. He also
pointed out that the CM's
Discretionary Fund was
misused similarly.

He said, "Getting medi-
cal treatment is no longer
difficult for the poor.
Under the PM Ayushman
Bharat and Mukhyamant-
ri Jan Arogya Yojana, 10
crore people in the state
receive free health insur-
ance coverage of up to Rs
5lakh."

Yogi said that govern-
ment employees are ben-
efiting from free medi-
cal services through the
Pandit Deendayal Upad-
hyay Cashless Health
Scheme. He said that in
the past eight years, finan-
cial assistance from the
CM Discretionary Fund
has been provided to
every needy person with-
out any discrimination.

He said that under
the current government,
healthcare benefits are

being provided to all
citizens without any dis-
crimination. He said that,
unlike the previous SP
government, his admin-
istration is working sen-
sitively to ensure that no
one is deprived of medical
aid.

The CM said, "The
government is also cov-
ering additional medical
expenses when needed, as
every human loss affects
not just the family but also
society and the state."

Highlighting the rapid
expansion of medical
facilities, he said that until
2017, there were only 17
government medical col-
leges in UP. "However,
now, efforts are under-
way to establish a medical
college in every district.
These colleges are being
staffed with qualified pro-
fessors and District Magis-
trates have been directed
to appoint skilled doctors
at district hospitals, CHCs,
and PHCs. Steps are also
being taken to develop
super-specialty blocks
and strengthen faculty in
medical colleges," he said.

Yogi said, "The govern-
ment has launched the
Mukhyamantri Jan Arogya
Mela, which is held every
Sunday at PHC-level facili-
ties, providing health ser-
vices under both central
and state schemes. Free
dialysis services are now
available in every district,
ensuring accessible treat-
ment for patients across
the state."

Mukesh Ambani to increase
investment in Assam to
Rs 50k crore in next 5 years

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, FEB 25 (UNI)

Billionaire industrialist
and Reliance Group Chair-
man Mukesh Ambani on
Tuesday announced qua-
drupling its investment
to Rs 50,000 crore in the
state of Assam in the next
five years from Rs 12,000
crore now.

“In the coming years,
Reliance will more than
quadruple this invest-
ment in Assam to over
Rs 50,000 crore over the
next five years in five pri-
ority areas,” Ambani said
at the Advantage Assam
Summit.

Our first priority area
is is to make Assam Tech-
Ready and Al-Ready. For
us, Assam’s digital trans-
formation is a noble and
patriotic mission, he said,
adding that Jio has made
Assam not only “2G-mukt
but 5G-yukt”.

After building world-
class connectivity infra-
structure, we will now
install high-performance
computing infrastructure.

Reliance will establish
an Al-ready Data Center in
Assam, which will benefit
students with Al assisted
teachers, patients with Al
assisted doctors, agricul-
ture will benefit from Al
assisted farmers and Al
will help Assam’s youth to
learn from home and earn
from home.

Our next priority is
to make Assam a hub of
clean and green energy.
This will include Nuclear
Energy, in line with the
Government’s new policy
to invite private participa-
tion in the nuclear indus-
try.

And Reliance will build
two world-class hubs of
Compressed Biogas (CBG)
over wastelands in Assam,
he said. This will produce

8 lakh tonnes of clean
biogas annually, enough
to fuel 2 lakh passenger
cars every day.

Our third priority is
to help Assam become
a major supplier of food
and non-food consumer
products to national and
international markets.

”We will set up a Mega
Food Park, which will add
value to the abundant
agricultural and horticul-
tural produce of Assam.
We have already set up a
world-class bottling plant
in Assam for our Campa
Cola and Independence
range of packaged drink-
ing water,” he added.

Our next priority is to
double the number of Reli-
ance Retail stores in the
state from existing 400 to
800 stores in the next five
years. And the next that
is fifth priority area is to
boost high-end hotel and
hospitality economy in
Assam.

Reliance will build a
luxurious, seven-star
Oberoi hotel in the heart
of Assam.

These five mega initia-
tives will also create tens
of thousands of direct
and in-direct employ-
ment opportunities for the
youth in Assam.

India, UK agree to
resume negotiations
towards balanced,
mutually beneficial FTA

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI FEB 25 (UNI)

India and the UK have
agreed to resume negotia-
tions towards a balanced,
mutually beneficial and a
forward-looking free trade
deal that delivers mutual
growth and builds on the
strengths of the two com-
plementary economies.

This was decided as
India and the UK have
resumed negotiations
towards a trade deal
between the two coun-
tries.

This announcement
was made by Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal and
Secretary of State for the
Department for Business
and Trade of the UK Jona-
than Reynolds in Delhi,
a statement from the UK
High Commission said
today.

The two ministers
agreed that the strength-
ening of the trading rela-
tionship between the two
countries has the potential
to unlock opportunities for
business and consumers
across both our nations
and build further on the

already deep ties.

The two leaders direct-
ed the negotiators to work
together to resolve the
outstanding issues in the
agreement to ensure a fair
and equitable trade deal
for shared success.

The announcement on
resumption of the FTA is
an outcome of the discus-
sions held at the level of
Prime Ministers of the two
countries.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and UK Prime
Minister Keir Starmer met
on the sidelines of the G20
Summit in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil in November 2024 to
underline the importance
of resuming trade negotia-
tions at an early date.

India and the UK have
a close partnership, built
through collaboration
on security and defence,
new and emerging tech-
nologies, climate, health,
education, research and
innovation, green finance
and people-to-people con-
tacts. At the centre of this
relationship is the collec-
tive aspiration to deliver
economic growth and sus-
tainable development.
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"Less oil, more physical activity,

balanced meal key to fight

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Reducing the amount of
oil intake, while increasing
physical activity, as well as
eating a balanced meal are
crucial to fight the rising
menace of obesity in our
country, said experts on
Tuesday.

This comes as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday in his "Mann ki
Baat" programme nomi-
nated 10 personalities to
push the campaign against
obesity in the country, as
part of his 'Fit India' initia-
tive.

Dr Naval Vikram, Pro-
fessor of Medicine, at
AIIMS, New Delhi, told
TANS it's high time to con-
sider obesity very seri-
ously, as its prevalence is
increasing rapidly across
the age groups and across
the socio-economic status
in the country.

"Obesity is no longer a
cosmetic problem. It now
is a chronic persistent dis-

ease which leads to several
other non-communicable

diseases, like diabetes,
hypertension, and heart
disease, as well as several
cancers. It is a lifestyle dis-
ease, and it is 100 per cent
preventable."

He also lauded PM Modi
for highlighting the prob-
lem of obesity and the
importance of preventing
it.

While lifestyle is the
most important factor in

preventing and managing
obesity, diet also plays a
very critical role. Individu-
als must try to avoid foods
which are rich in high fat,
high sugar and high salt
-- generally very high in
most processed foods, said
Vikram.

"Eat a well-balanced
diet and preferably, a
home-cooked meal," the
expert said.

Meanwhile, the Prime
Minister also urged people

obesity’

to cut down the consump-
tion of oil by 10 per cent.

"It is an important step
in preventing as well as
managing obesity," Vikram
said.

Dr Anoop Misra, Chair-
man and Director, Diabe-
tes and Endocrinology,
Fortis C-DOC Hospital,
New Delhi, told IANS that
"oils contain twice the
calories of carbs and pro-
tein".

"With rising obesity
rates, it is important to
limit oil intake to 15-20 ml
per day," he added.

"Qils rich in monounsat-
urated fatty acids (MUFA)
and polyunsaturated fatty
acids (PUFA) help lower
bad cholesterol and sup-
port heart health. Mus-
tard oil remains the best
choice considering cost
and health benefits," the
doctor said, while rec-
ommending against satu-
rated fats to reduce the
risk of liver disease, heart
attacks, and strokes.

NIT Rourkela develops Al model to

improve blood sugar predictions
- -

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The National Institute of
Technology (NIT) Rourke-
la on Tuesday said it has
developed an advanced Al-
driven model to improve
blood sugar predictions
for people with diabetes.

The model is designed
to help individuals and
healthcare providers make
better and more person-
alised treatment decisions.

Unlike traditional fore-
casting methods, which
often require manual
adjustments and struggle
with long-term glucose
trends, this Al model auto-
matically processes data to
identify key patterns.

By learning from past
blood sugar fluctuations,
it delivers precise predic-
tions, allowing for timely
and personalised adjust-
ments in insulin doses,
diet, and physical activity.

The model has out-
performed existing tech-
niques by offering more

reliable predictions tai-
lored to an individual’s
unique glucose patterns.

Additionally, it has been
optimised for use on devic-
es like smartphones and
insulin pumps, making it
accessible for everyday
diabetes management.

According to the
research team led by Pro-
fessor Mirza Khalid Baig,
assistant professor of bio-
technology and medical
engineering, the Al-driv-
en approach could signifi-
cantly improve diabetes
care.

“Our core innovation
lies in using multi-head
attention layers within a

neural basis expansion
network, which allows
the model to focus on the
most relevant data points
while ignoring unneces-
sary noise,” Baig said.

He added that this
results in better perfor-
mance without the need
for large amounts of train-
ing data or extensive com-
puting power.

“By combining preci-
sion with efficiency, we
aim to provide a practi-
cal tool that can be inte-
grated into digital health
solutions, helping patients
and doctors manage dia-
betes more effectively,”
Baig mentioned.

It has the potential to be
integrated into smart insu-
lin pumps for automated
insulin delivery, mobile
health apps for real-time
glucose tracking, and clini-
cal settings to assist doc-
tors in creating person-
alised treatment plans.

Currently, the research-
ers are planning extensive
clinical trials at hospitals
in collaboration with
senior diabetologists in
Odisha.

The project has received
support from the Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology (DST), the Depart-
ment of Biotechnology
(DBT), and NIT Rourkela.

Elderly, middle-aged at high risk
of developing and dying from

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Older adults and middle-
aged adults are more at
risk of developing cancer,
and dying from the deadly
disease in India, accord-
ing to a study led by the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR).

The study published
in 'The Lancet Regional
Health Southeast Asia
journal showed that the
elderly (aged 70 years and
above) had the highest
risk of developing cancer
-- more than 10 per cent
--, and dying from it -- 7.7
per cent.

The risk of middle-aged
(15-49 years) developing
cancer is 8.3 per cent,
while their odds of dying
from the disease is 5.5 per
cent.

The researchers
emphasised the need to
increase targeted inter-

cancer: ICMR study

ventions and strategies
“to tackle the escalating
cancer burden in India,
with about 70 per cent of
cases and deaths occur-
ring in the middle- and
older-age groups”, the
team said.

The ICMR research-
ers also projected that in

the coming two decades,
India will face a formida-
ble challenge in managing
deaths related to cancer
incidence, with a yearly
increase of two per cent
in cases as the population
ages.

Using the Global Cancer
Observatory (GLOBOCAN)

2022 and Global Health
Observatory (GHO) data-
bases, the team exam-
ined trends in 36 types of
cancer across age groups
and genders in India over
the past 20 years.

Notably, it showed that
three in every five people
in India are likely to suc-
cumb to cancer following
diagnosis.

The findings also
revealed that the five most
common cancers affect-
ing both genders collec-
tively account for 44 per
cent of the cancer burden
in India.

However, women
in India were found to
bear a "disproportionate
burden", as breast cancer
continues to be the most
prevalent cancer. Breast
cancer contributes to 13.8
per cent of new cases
from both genders fol-
lowed by cervical cancer
(9.2 per cent).

New research holds potential to
treat opioid use disorder

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

New research into GLP-1
receptor has opened a
realm of new treatment
possibilities to treat opioid
use disorder (OUD), a
report said on Tuesday.

A three-week Phase I
study conducted at the
Caron Treatment Centers
in Pennsylvania in the US,
enrolling 20 participants
undergoing residen-
tial treatment for OUD,
assessed Novo Nordisk’s
Saxenda (liraglutide), a
GLP-1 receptor agonist
(GLP-1RA), as a monother-
apy for OUD.

The study displayed its
potential to rival existing
treatments and showed a
40 per cent reduction in
opioid cravings among
those taking Saxenda,
according to GlobalData,
a leading data and analyt-
ics company.

Originally developed
for treating diabetes, GLP-
1RAs work by stimulating
insulin secretion and sup-

A
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pressing glucagon release,
thereby helping regulate
blood sugar.

“However, there are
GLP-1 receptors in the
brain’s mesolimbic
system, which is inextri-
cably linked to motiva-
tion and reward. This
has piqued the interest
of drug developers look-
ing to expand the label of

their products to combat
the opioid crisis,” said Jos
Opdenakker, pharma ana-
lyst at GlobalData.

Early clinical work has
shown that GLP-1RAs are
a promising new avenue
in the treatment of OUD,
as the current treatment
landscape is stifled by a
lack of innovation and

a heavy reliance upon
opioid agonist therapies,
he noted.

According to GlobalDa-
ta’s Drug Database, six out
of the seven agents cur-
rently in late-stage devel-
opment (Phase IIb-III) are
non-opioids.

Currently, there is a lack
of available efficacy data
for many of the pipeline
agents. Therefore, despite
the presence of non-opi-
oids in the pipeline, high-
efficacy non-opioid OUD
treatments remain an
exploitable opportunity.

In addition to OUD,
GLP-1RAs are also being
investigated in other neu-
rology indications, such
as to treat Alzheimer’s
disease and associated
cognitive impairment, Par-
kinson’s disease, alcohol
dependence, peripheral
neuropathy, and intracra-
nial hypertension.

Developers have rec-
ognised the potential of
GLP-1RAs, and a new class
of neurological agents is
developing.

Need for stringent regulations, quality control
in Nutraceuticals market: Ayush official

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

There is an urgent need
for stringent regulations
and quality control in the
growing Nutraceuticals
market in the country, a
key Ministry of Ayush offi-
cial said on Tuesday.

Dr Srinivas Rao Chinta,
Joint Advisor of Ministry of
Ayush, asked for regulato-
ry aspects to be advanced
to increase efficiency and
safety issues.

Licensing is a key factor
that should not be over-
lapped in this emerging
market, he said during the
Assocham’s ‘10th Nutra-
ceutical Summit’ in the
national capital.

Nutraceuticals are the
formulation of nutrients
which helps in prevention
and treatment of some
diseases, in addition to a
supplement diet.

Dr Chinta focused on
the importance of Nutra-
ceuticals and how regula-
tory bodies play a key role
in monitoring products for
daily usage.

-

o il 1.

He advocated the holis-
tic approach of Ayurveda
routine that is being fol-
lowed with the help of
Nutraceuticals as every-
body is concerned for
their health these days.

The integration of
Ayurvedic principles into
modern Nutraceuticals
has been a focal point in
recent policy develop-
ments.

The FSSAI, in collabo-
ration with Ayush Minis-

Silv

try, introduced the 'Ayush
Aahar' category to regulate
and promote Ayurvedic
nutritional supplement to
ensure that products align
with traditional Ayurvedic
recipes and processes
thereby facilitating their
production and market-
ing.

According to Sandeep
Verma, Co-Chairperson,
Assocham National Well-
ness Council, expressed
how consumers continue

prioritising health and
wellness and the nutraceu-
tical industry is poised for
exponential growth.

With advancements in
personalised nutrition and
Al-driven supplement rec-
ommendations, the future
of nutraceuticals looks
promising, he noted.

Meanwhile, the coun-
try’s Nutraceutical indus-
try is looking to expand
globally with support from
its rich heritage of tradi-
tional knowledge, espe-
cially in Ayurveda.

India’s longstanding
history in health science,
especially Ayurveda, offer-
ing unique traditional
knowledge is a key advan-
tage in the Nutraceutical
industry.

Moreover, besides
expertise in pharmaceuti-
cal formulation, influenc-
ing high-quality nutraceu-
tical standards, the coun-
try also boasts of a thriving
startup ecosystem with a
growing number of suc-
cessful nutraceutical com-
panies catalysing sectoral
growth.

‘National Dhanwantari
Ayurveda Awards’ showcase India's

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Ayush has
conferred the prestigious
‘National Dhanwantari
Ayurveda Awards’ for the
current year on three dis-
tinguished practitioners
for their exceptional con-
tributions to the field of
traditional Indian medi-
cine.

This year’s recipients
are Vaidya Tara Chand
Sharma, renowned Nadi
Vaidya and author; Vaidya
Maya Ram Uniyal, a dis-
tinguished scholar of Dra-
vyaguna Vigyana with six
decades of service; and
Vaidya Sameer Govind
Jamadagni, founder of the
Vishwa Vyakhyanmala
national conference.

Each recipient received
a citation, a trophy fea-
turing the Statue of lord
Dhanwantari, and a cash
prize of Rs 5 lakh, accord-
ing to the ministry.

The National Dhan-
wantari Ayurveda Awards
represent India's commit-
ment to advancing holistic
healthcare while preserv-
ing traditional medical
knowledge.

“The awards showcase
India's immense contribu-
tion to global healthcare.
These visionaries have
demonstrated exception-
al dedication in promot-
ing Ayurveda worldwide,
perfectly aligning with
our mission to integrate
traditional wisdom with
modern healthcare sys-
tems,” said Prataprao
Jadhav, Union Minister

of State (IC), Ministry of
Ayush.

According to Ayush
Secretary Vaidya Rajesh
Kotecha, through decades
of research and innova-
tion, these practitioners
have modernised Ayurve-
da practices while main-
taining their authentic
essence.

“Their work exemplifies
how traditional knowledge
can be adapted to address
contemporary health chal-
lenges,” he noted.

Vaidya Tara Chand
Sharma, renowned for his
mastery as a Nadi Vaidya,
has also distinguished

himself as an insightful
author.

Equally inspiring is the
journey of Vaidya Maya
Ram Uniyal from Uttar
Pradesh, a visionary in
Dravyaguna Vigyana.
With over six decades of
unwavering dedication,
his prolific writings and
stellar administration have
inspired many.

Adding to this league of
legends is Vaidya Sameer
Govind Jamadagni, whose
contributions span more
than four decades. The
founder of the Vishwa
Vyakhyanmala national
conference and Vishwa
Ayurveda Prabodhini, he
has built platforms that
have transformed Ayurve-
da education.

Over the years, the
awards have evolved into
a symbol of national pride,
celebrating those who
have pushed the boundar-
ies of Ayurveda from local
roots to global reach.
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Cummins hits out at
Australian sports website for
misquoting him on India, CT

NEW DELHL FEB 25

AGENCIES

Australia Test captain Pat Cummins has
strongly criticised the media outlet for mis-
quoting him about India's venue in the ongo-
ing ICC Champions Trophy.

Code Cricket, in a deleted X post, alleged
that Cummins called out the unfair advantage
given to India by the ICC in the Champions
Trophy and termed the tournament 'farce’,
saying that teams should not be able to pick
and choose where they want to play their
matches. The fast bowler, who is not part
of the tournament due to ankle injury, took
to social media on Tuesday to slam the Aus-
tralian digital sports platform for fabricating
his words. "I have definitely never said this @
codecricketau," Cummins posted on X.

Ruud rolls into Mexican Open
second round in Acapulco

ACAPULCO, FEB 25

Rinderknech.

to 15.

World no. 5 Casper Ruud has moved into
the second round of the Mexican Open
with a 6-4, 6-3 victory against Arthur

The Norwegian has now won seven of his
past eight matches and will next take on Alek-
sandar Vukic or wild card Rodrigo Pacheco
Mendez in the second round.

Ruud, who is the second seed in Acapulco,
is fresh off a run to the Dallas final and is 14-4
at ATP 500 events dating back to the start of
last season, according to ATP.

In the first game it did not appear the
match would be so simple. The Frenchman
hit two sizzling winners and Ruud misfired
off his trusted forehand wing to lose serve

Champions Trophy

England, Afghanistan face
must-win battle in Lahore

AGENCIES
LAHORE, FEB 25

England and Afghanistan
will lock horns in a high-
stakes Group B encounter
on Wednesday, at Gaddafi
Stadium, as both teams
search for their first win
in the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025. With a loss
already in the books for
both sides, another defeat
could severely dent their
chances of progressing
to the knockout stage,
making this a virtual do-
or-die contest.

England came into the
tournament with high
expectations but were left
stunned in their opening
match against Australia.
Despite Ben Duckett’s
heroic 165-run knock,
the Three Lions failed to
defend 352, exposing their
bowling frailties.

Adding to their woes,
pacer Brydon Carse
has been ruled out due
to injury, which could
prompt the inclusion of
young leg-spinner Rehan
Ahmed to bolster the
spin attack alongside Adil
Rashid. Afghanistan, on
the other hand, were out-
classed by South Africa in
their opening clash. Chas-
ing 316 in Karachi, they
faltered at 208 despite a

valiant 90-run effort from
Rahmat Shah. The Afghan
side will look to put that
defeat behind them and
draw inspiration from
their historic victory over
England in the 2023 World
Cup, where they stunned
the cricketing world with
a 69-run triumph.

Lahore’s Gaddafi Stadi-
um has already witnessed
high-scoring thrillers in
this tournament, with the
Australia-England clash
being a prime example.
The pitch is expected to
be a batting paradise once
again, meaning bowlers
will have to be at their
absolute best to contain
the opposition.

The weather forecast
is favourable, with clear

IDCA announces squad for T20I tri-
series and ODIs for Deaf Cricket

AGENCIES
NEW DELHL, FEB 25

Indian Deaf Cricket Associ-
ation (IDCA) has declared
the 16-member Team India
squad for the upcoming
International T20 and
ODI Deaf cricket series.
The T20 International
tri-series between India,
South Africa and Australia
will be held from March 2
to 8 in New Delhi.
Following the tri-series,
the Indian Deaf Cricket
team will be playing a
three-match ODI series
with Australia from March
10 to 12. Team India Deaf
squad was picked by the
All-India Men’s Selection
Committee. The team will
be led by Virender Singh.
The Indian deaf cricket
team will be undergoing
extensive training and
practice sessions under
the expert guidance of
head coach Dev Dutt and
assistant coach Susheel

Gupta. Dev Dutt lauded
chief selector Vinod
Kumar Matta for selecting
a highly competent and
promising squad. He fur-
ther extended gratitude to
IDCA for their support in
organising and hosting the
series.

President of IDCA, Sumit
Jain, said, “The Indian
squad looks extremely
promising. I stay optimistic
that our players in the Deaf
Cricket Team will deliver
stellar performances to be
on the top of both the tour-
naments. The internation-
al tri-series and ODI series
will be a massive platform
for the Indian Deaf Cricket
Team to showcase their
outstanding performanc-

es on a consistent stretch.
This will also be an oppor-
tunity for the players to
establish the team as one
of the bests in the world.”

Indian Deaf Cricket
Association (IDCA) is a
member of the Deaf Inter-
national Cricket Council
(DICC). DICC works close-
ly with the International
Cricket Council (ICC) for
the promotion of cricket
amongst hearing-impaired
athletes all over the world.

IDCA CEO Roma Bal-
wani, said, “ICDA has
always been dedicated
towards organizing and
hosting series like these to
promote and keep appre-
ciating the special ath-
letic talent of our hearing-

impaired players. I keenly
look forward to witnessing
competitive tournaments
ahead, where players from
all teams will be showcas-
ing their exceptional tal-
ents. My fingers always
stay crossed for our Indian
players, who have the
potential to excel and win
many such tournaments.”

Squad India Deaf:
Virender Singh - Captain
(Himachal Pradesh), Umar
Ashraf-WK (Jammu &
Kashmir), Abhishek Singh
(West Bengal), Akash Singh
(Haryana), Yashwanth
Naidu (Andhra Pradesh),
Sanju Sharma (Rajasthan),
Santosh Kr. Mohapatra
(Odisha), Kuldeep Singh
(Haryana), Vivek Kumar
(Haryana), Sudarsun E
(Tamil Nadu), Krishna
Gowda-WK (Maharashtra),
M. Shramith, (Karnataka),
Sibun Nanda (Odisha),
Ankit Jangir (Rajasthan),
Sharik Majeed (Jammu &
Kashmir).

India don't need to be complacent, should
focus on big matches ahead: BCCI Secy

AGENCIES
NEW DELHL, FEB 25

After India's thumping six-
wicket win over Pakistan
in the Champions Trophy,
BCCI secretary Devajit
Saikia lauded the team for
their effort and advised
them to not be compla-
cent and focus on the big
matches ahead.

Virat Kohli's stunning
unbeaten century guided
India over the line in 42.3
overs in the chase of 242.
His knock was laced with

his critics of his vintage
days.

During the match, Kohli
became the fastest batter
to complete 14,000 ODI
runs and also surpassed
Mohammad Azharuddin's
feat for most catches for
India as a fielder in ODIs.
He was named Player of
the Match for his dual
heroics.

In bowling, Kuldeep
Yadav bagged three wick-
ets while all-rounder
Hardik Pandya returned
with the figures of 2-31 in

seven boundaries, includ- ing his picture-perfect cover drives, reminding his eight overs.

skies and temperatures in
the 20s, ensuring no inter-
ruptions in play. Given
the conditions, a score in
excess of 320 could well
be on the cards, making it
crucial for both teams to
strategise their bowling
plans effectively.

Afghanistan’s explosive
opener Gurbaz will face a
stern test against England’s
pace spearhead. If Gurbaz
can negate Archer’s early
threat, Afghanistan could
set the tone for a competi-
tive total.

Duckett, fresh off his
record-breaking 165, will
once again be England’s
mainstay at the crease.
Left-arm pacer Farooqi,
however, will be keen to
make early inroads and

remove the southpaw
before he settles in.

England’s captain has
struggled against quality
leg-spin in the past, and
Rashid Khan will look to
exploit that vulnerability.
Buttler’s ability to counter
Rashid’s variations could
decide England’s fortunes
in the middle overs.

England and Afghani-
stan have faced off three
times in ODIs, all in the
last three editions of the
ICC World Cup. England
dominated the 2015 and
2019 encounters with
nine-wicket and 150-run
victories, respectively.
However, Afghanistan
turned the tables in 2023
with a stunning 69-run
win.

IPL 2025: Venkatesh lyer
ready for KKR captaincy,
calls it "just a tag'

AGENCIES
NEW DELHL FEB 25

India all-rounder Ven-
katesh Iyer is willing to
accept the leadership role
at defending champions
Kolkata Knight Riders
(IPL) for the IPL 2025
season. Venkatesh, who
joined the franchise for Rs
23.75 crore at last year's
mega auction, feels that
captaincy is "just a tag" as
any player can contribute
to the team's cause. KKR
and Delhi Capitals are
the only two sides to not
name their captains for
the IPL 2025, set to com-
mence on March 22 with
a clash between KKR and
Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru (RCB) at Eden Gar-
dens.

"Definitely, I'm ready.
Again, I've always said
this: captaincy is just a

tag. I believe in leader-
ship. That is a bigger role
to play, being a leader,"
ESPNcricinfo quoted Ven-
katesh as saying.

"You don't necessarily
need the tag of a captain to
be a leader in your dress-
ing room. You need to set
examples. You need to be
a good role model, both
on and off the field, which
I am doing right now in
MP. I'm not the captain of
the MP team, but my opin-
ions are respected and I
really love to be in an
atmosphere where every
individual - again, new or
experienced, 20 lakhs, 20
crore, whatever - you just
need to have the freedom
to voice your opinion. Or
you just need to have the
freedom to give opinions
and give suggestions and
them to be taken in the
right spirit.
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