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IGP Kashmir visits 
Gurudwara Rainawari

SRINAGAR, JAN 17: On the auspi-
cious occasion of Gurupurab, Inspec-
tor General of Police Kashmir Zone V.K 
Birdi undertook a visit to Gurudwara 
Rainawari, Srinagar on Wednesday to 
personally inspect and review the 
arrangements in place for the devotees.

Accompanied by the officers, IGP 
Kashmir participated in the celebra-
tions and later on interacted with the 
Gurudwara management, local author-
ities, and community leaders to ensure 
seamless coordination for the comfort 
and safety of worshippers.

As per a statement issued to the 
news agency—Kashmir News Observ-
er (KNO), Birdi appreciated the efforts 
of the Gurudwara committee in
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Gurupurab celebrated 
with religious zeal 
Kashmir

SRINAGAR, JAN 17: Members of 
Sikh community in Kashmir valley on 
Wednesday thronged Gurudwaras to 
pay obeisance on the occasion of Sri 
Guru Gobind Singh’s 357th birth anni-
versary.

The largest gathering was wit-
nessed at Gurudwara Chatti Patshahi 
Rainawari in Srinagar where hundreds 
of men, women and children visited 
and paid obeisance.

The occasion is also known as the 
Parkash Parv.

In the wake of a long dry spell, the 
devotees prayed for rain, Snow for
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Army recovers IED in 
Kupwara, says major 
tragedy averted

KUPWARA, JAN 17: Averting a 
major terror incident, Army on 
Wednesday said to have recovered an 
Improvised Explosive Device (IED) near 
Chowkibal in north Kashmir's Kupwara 
district.

In a post on X, formerly Twitter, 
Army’s Srinagar-based Chinar Corps 
as per the news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), informed that a major 
terror incident was averted today by 
recovering an IED. "IED Recovered near 
Chowkibal on Srinagar - Chowkibal 
Highway. Chinar Warriors averted a 
major terror incident today by recov-
ering & in-situ destroying an IED near 
Chowkibal on Srinagar - Chowkibal 
Highway. Indian Army stands by its
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BJP Only Indian Party 
With Proven Track Record 
Of Speedy Development: 

PM Narendra Modi
�� HT News Network

KOCHI, JAN 17: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednes-
day said that the BJP was the only party in India with a 

proven track record of speedy development and a clear vision 
for the future. The prime minister was speaking at a party

.TURN ON.....PAGE 02.

LG released J&K Haj Committee’s Coffee Table Book “The Spiritual Journey Haj”
�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JAN 17: Lieuten-
ant Governor Shri Manoj Sinha 
released the Coffee Table Book 
of Jammu Kashmir Haj Com-
mittee “The Spiritual Journey 
HAJ” at Raj Bhawan.

The Lt Governor congratu-
lated Jammu Kashmir Haj Com-
mittee and the editorial team 
on the occasion.
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Lt Governor Releases Satish 
Vimal’s Book 'Intikhab-e-
Kalam-e-Rahi'

�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JAN 17: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Shri Manoj Sinha released 
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DC Srinagar Reviews Implementation 
Of Social Welfare Schemes

�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JAN 17: The 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Dr.  Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din 
Bhat today chaired an Officers 
meeting at Meeting Hall of the 
DC Office Complex, here to 
review the implementation of 
welfare measures for under 
privileged, vulnerable, down 
trodden and weaker sections of 
society and process of extension 
of benefits of various Govern-
ment schemes by the Social 
Welfare Department.

At the outset, the DC took a 
comprehensive review of ben-

eficiary oriented schemes.
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ED Attaches Kashmir-Based 
Operatives’ Assets Worth Rs 5 Cr In 

Terror Funding Case
�� HT News Network

NEW DELHI, JAN 17: The Enforcement Directorate on 
Wednesday said it has attached immovable assets and bank 
deposits worth Rs 5 crore as part of an investigation
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Court Sends Hizbul Operative Mattu To 
Judicial Custody, Releases Another Accused

�� HT News Network

NEW DELHI, JAN 17: The Patiala 
House Court on Wednesday remand-
ed Javed Ahmed Mattu to 14 days of 
judicial custody. Another accused, 
Mohd. Rafi Nazar, has been released 
by the court in this case. He will remain 
in custody in the NIA case.

As per Delhi police, Mattu is alleg-
edly involved in 11 known terror
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Security Beefed
Up In Jammu Ahead 

Of R-Day, Ram 
Temple Event

�� HT News Network

JAMMU, JAN 17: Security has 
been beefed up in Jammu ahead 
of Republic Day and the conse-
cration ceremony at the Ram 
temple in Ayodhya.

Security forces and the police 
have been put on alert across 
the Jammu region, including the 
Indo-Pakistan border, to ensure 
the deployment of fool-proof 
security in the region.

“The security measures have 
been beefed up ahead of the 
Pran Pratishtha ceremony on 
January 22 and also the Repub-
lic Day celebrations. Security 
setup has been put on alert,” a 
senior officer said.

The security forces have
.TURN ON.....PAGE 02.

Dry spell: Kashmir fruit growers 
stare at losses due to early 'bloom'

�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JAN 17: Fruit 
growers in Kashmir stare at 
losses as experts predict that 
the prolonged dry spell may 
lead to early flowering, 
impacting the quality and 
quantity of the fruit.

The continuous dry spell, 
with no rainfall or snowfall 
even in January, has raised 
concerns among fruit grow-
ers and farmers in the valley.

Experts who spoke with 
the news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO) warned 

that the lack of soil moisture 
resulting from the prolonged 
dry spell could adversely 
affect the quality and yield 
of fruits, particularly apples, 
in the upcoming season.

Prof Khalid Mushtaq, 
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Ladakh’s Apricot 
Growers Sound Alarm 
Over Unprecedented 

Dry Spell
�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JAN 17: The crucial 
part of winter is almost nearing its 
end and it has not snowed yet in 
Ladakh.

Like the rest of the farmers, the 
current weather pattern has doubled 
the worries of Sadiq Hardassi, an 
apricot farmer of Hardas village in 
Kargil district of Ladakh, who has 
been associated with the 

.TURN ON.....PAGE 02.

Dry Weather Likely
To End By Jan End: MeT
Exact forecast to be known in coming days; System shows possibility

of light to moderate snow from Jan 29: Director MeT

Winter Of Despair For Kashmir’s 
Line Producers, Artists

�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JAN 17: As snowfall continues to elude 
the picturesque valley of Kashmir, local line producers 
and others associated with the Indian film industry 
are in a state of despair as shooting requests are drying 
up due to a snowless winter.

The mighty mountains of Pir Panjal region, which 
are draped in a thick white blanket of snow during
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Tourists Head To Sinthan
Top Amid Lack Of Snow In Valley

�� HT News Network

SINTHAN TOP, JAN 17: Tourists are making a beeline 
to Sinthan Top as the off-beat destination boasts of 
being the only place in Kashmir which is snow-clad 
these days while the rest of the valley battles with dry 
weather.

Sinthan top is a snow-clad mountain peak situated 
at 12,500 feet connecting Anantnag in south Kashmir
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�� HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JAN 17: Amid 

the prolonged dry spell in Kash-
mir, a sigh of relief is expected 
by the end of this month as there 

is a forecast of moderate snow-
fall in between January 
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Dry Weather.....
29-January 31, while the officials in the local 

Meteorological department here has stated that the 
forecast will be cleared in coming days.

“At present, the system shows the possibility of 
light to moderate snowfall in Kashmir from January 
29 to January 31. However, the things will be cleared 
in the coming days,” Dr Mukhtar Ahmad told the 
news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO).

In the ongoing dry spell, the people offered 
special prayers ‘Salat-ul-Istisqa’ at the Masjids here 
and also prepared Sas-Ras to seek divine intervention 
for an end to the prevailing weather conditions.

The prolonged dry spell has not only reduced the 
water level in the rivers and streams, but also ended 
up in reduction in the footfall of tourists as well.

However, some of the areas have received light 
snowfall today under the influence of a weak West-
ern Disturbance (WD) today.

According to the reports, several areas including 
Doodhpatri, Sinthan top and others have received 
light snowfall today.

Nonetheless, another feeble WD is affecting J&K 
on January 20th night and as a result the light rain, 
snow over isolated middle and higher reaches is 
expected on the particular date.

In between January 25-27, there is also a possibil-
ity of light rain and snowfall at a few places, Dr 
Mukhtar said.

Moreover, the night temperature recorded a slight 
improvement today with Srinagar recording a min-
imum temperature of minus 2.4 degree Celsius.

Qazigund, the gateway of Kashmir, has recorded 
a low of minus 3.6 degree Celsius while Pahlagam 
was once again the coldest place at minus 3.9 degree 
Celsius.

Gulmarg, a famous ski-resort, has recorded a low 
of minus 3.2 degree Celsius while Kokernag and 
Kupwara recorded a minimum temperature of minus 
1.1 degree Celsius and minus 4.3 degree Celsius 
respectively.

Winter Of.....
this time of the season, are bare, highlighting the 

climatic changes gradually sweeping the Himalayan 
region.

“The dry spell in Kashmir has significantly 
impacted us. We’ve three projects lined up but they 
hang in balance. If snowfall doesn’t occur, these 
projects may either get canceled, postponed, or 
relocated to places with snow. Snow holds immense 
importance for Kashmir, and we are fervently pray-
ing and hoping for it,” Abid Hussain, casting man-
ager at KG Production, said.

The snowless winter and the extended dry spell, 
Hussain said, has even led some people associated 
with the industry to experience depression due lack 
of work. He said the people associated with the film 
industry in Mumbai are also eagerly awaiting the 
snowfall in Kashmir to commence film shootings.

“Kashmir’s fame is intricately linked to snow, and 
there’s a substantial adverse effect on line producers 
this time due to absence of snow,” he added.

Bismah Masoodi, a Line Producer, said some 
scheduled shoots have already been postponed due 
to the lack of snow in the valley. However, she 
expressed optimism that once snowfall occurs; 
filmmakers will travel to Kashmir for shooting.

“Our projects require meticulous planning, and 
we are optimistic that snowfall will happen, allow-
ing filmmakers to come for shoots and enabling us 
to continue our work,” she said.

Bismah, who has worked with famous celebrities 
like Karan Kundra, Amaan Malik and others and has 
contributed to various ad films and biopics, said the 
dry spell not only stalls movie shootings but also 
hits locals offering catering services, transportation 
and hotels as well.

“The entire Kashmir region suffers due to this 
extended dry spell. The absence of snowfall has 
adversely affected our work, but we remain hopeful 
for snowfall to fulfill the plans of filmmakers visiting 
and shooting in Kashmir,” she added.

Mir Sarwar, a popular filmmaker and actor from 
Kashmir, is also concerned with the unusual weath-
er pattern as the valley is witnessing warm days in 
the harshest 40-day period of winter, locally called 
Chilai Kallan.

“I had plans for a short film requiring snow, but 
the dry conditions prevail. Nature’s will is a factor, 
but human responsibility for climate change can’t 
be ignored. Kashmir’s aura is synonymous with 
snow, attracting numerous filmmakers and tourists. 
Despite several projects being delayed, I believe some 
are exploring alternatives like Himachal,” he said.

Bhawani Bashir Yasir, who played roles in mov-
ies like Haider, Bajrangi Bhaijaan, Kesari, and Jehad, 
said snowfall is important for many tourist activities. 
(Agencies)

Tourists Head.....
to Kishtwar in Jammu region via Kokernag.
As Kashmir is going through one of its worst dry 

phases, snow has melted at most places which usu-
ally remained covered under a thick blanket of snow 
for this time of the year, officials said.

Higher reaches of the valley, which used to look 
pristine with a white carpet of snow, are looking 
barren as most of the glaciers have melted up. Sim-
ilar is the case in Ladakh region, they said.

The officials said scores of tourists have returned 
home from Kashmir dejected without getting a feel 
of snow. A large number of tourists, who arrived 
here around the New Year’s Eve in the hope of enjoy-
ing skiing and other snow-related activities in the 
Gulmarg bowl, had to go back disappointed due to 
the lack of snowfall.

However, the only silver lining is the snow at 
Sinthan Top which has retained some amount and 
is providing some solace to the visitors, the officials 
added.

An otherwise off-beat destination, Sinthan Top 
is attracting tourists in hordes these days as local 
travel agents redirect the visitors to the spot to 

experience some snow.
“There is no snow elsewhere in Kashmir in the 

month of January, but my heart filled with joy when 
I reached here. The weather is very good, Kashmir 
is truly a paradise,” said Aslam Saleem, a tourist from 
Dhaka, Bangladesh who visited Sinthan Top to see 
snow.

“This is a very nice place. I am here with my fam-
ily, and we became very happy when we arrived. 
We are enjoying it very much,” another tourist from 
Bangladesh said.

Vaishali, a tourist from MP’s Bhopal, said they 
changed their plans when they heard about snow 
at Sinthan Top.

“Except for this place, there is now snow anywhere 
in the whole of Kashmir. We had plans of visiting 
Aru and Beetab valleys, but, when we came to know 
that there is snowfall in Sinthan Top, we changed 
our plans. We are enjoying it so much here and are 
happy that we changed our plans,” she said.

Local travel agents were now advising tourists 
to include Sinthan Top in their itineraries.

“The tour operators are providing options to the 
tourists to change their itinerary and go to places 
like Sinthan Top to see snow. Many tourists are opt-
ing to go to Sinthan Top rather than other places in 
Pahalgam because of snow there,” President of 
Travel Agents Association of Kashmir (TAAK), Rouf 
Tramboo, said.

He said the tourism players in the valley are 
worried in the absence of snowfall and the month 
of January has been a “total loss”.

“The bookings have come down 75-80 per cent. 
Tourists used to come here for snow especially at 
Gulmarg and then it used to trickle to other places 
including Srinagar. But, now, there is a loss at the 
source as Gulmarg is snow-less,” he said.

Tramboo said the tour operators were now pro-
viding an option to the tourists to delay their visits 
till February or March.

“We are trying our best to retain bookings, but 
we are not sure about the snow,” he added.

Asif Burza, a young hotelier who is the managing 
director of Ahad Hotels and Resorts, said bookings 
and tourist arrivals have decreased, but there was 
hope still for a boom.

“Many tourists come to Kashmir to experience 
snow. In the absence of it at many prominent desti-
nations, tourists are preferring to visit places like 
Sinthan Top. We hope there is snowfall and the 
numbers increase,” Burza said.

Experts have said that studies show the glaciers 
in Jammu and Kashmir have dwindled by 25 per 
cent in the last six decades, while 48 per cent of them 
could vanish by the century’s end even with moder-
ate climate change.

Earth scientist and glaciology expert, Shakeel 
Ahmad Romshoo, has voiced concerns, highlighting 
the significance of snow and glaciers for J-K and 
Ladakh.

The scientist has noted that under climate change 
and increasing temperatures, the glaciers in the 
region were melting.

“The other thing that is happening in this region 
under the climate change is that we get less snowfall 
and comparatively we get more rainfall,” he said.

An official of the India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said there has been a large deficit in 
winter snowfall in Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Ladakh this year and the 
situation is unlikely to change before Republic Day.

According to the IMD’s data, December 2023 saw 
79-per cent deficit rainfall, while the first half of 
January this year has also been largely dry except 
for a one-time light snowfall in places like Gurez. 
(Agencies)

BJP Only.....
meeting of around 6,000 in-charges of ‘Shakti 

Kendras’, each comprising two to three booth-level 
areas, at Marine Drive here.

Speaking at the event, he highlighted the diverse 
initiatives implemented by his government to 
enhance the well-being of citizens.

He said according to a recent report, in the last 
nine years around 25 crore people have been pulled 
out of poverty in India.

“This indicates that the direction that we have 
taken for a developed nation is the correct one,” the 
prime minister contended.

“The BJP is the only party in India with a proven 
track record of speedy development and clear vision 
for the future,” he added.

The prime minister also urged party workers to 
convey to people that the track record of the LDF and 
UDF in Kerala was synonymous with a history of 
corruption.

Modi also referred to the welcome he received 
on Tuesday on his arrival in the state and said that 
he was overawed by the love and affection the 
people of Kerala have shown to him.

He said that people blessed him on his arrival at 
Kochi on Tuesday and also on the route to the Triprayar 
Sree Ramaswamy Temple this morning.

The prime minister was on a two-day visit to 
Kerala and would return to Delhi later in the evening. 
(Agencies)

Security Beefed.....
intensified checking and frisking of vehicles and 

pedestrians in several parts of the city here as well 
as in other parts of the region, the officials said.

Jammu SSP Vinod Kumar led the review of the 
security on the ground, including checking points 
and nakas, today, they said.

Nakas and mobile vehicle checkpoints (MVCP) 
have been established at intersections in the city, its 
entry and exit points and roads leading in the capi-
tal city, they added.

The police and paramilitary personnel of the 
CRPF have been deployed in important areas, the 
officials said.

Several high-level meetings have been held in 
the capital city and districts to review security 

measures ahead of these two mega events during 
the past one week.

Additional DGP Anand Jain on Monday directed 
all the intelligence agencies to generate intelligence 
in advance so that anti-national and anti-social ele-
ments do not succeed in their nefarious designs in 
the Jammu region.

“Proper coordination be maintained among all 
the intelligence agencies and security organisations 
in their respective areas of jurisdiction to foil the 
nefarious designs of anti-national elements and 
ensure smooth and incident-free conduct of nation-
al events,” the ADGP said. (AGENCIES)

LG released.....
He said the pilgrimage to the Holy places during 

Haj and Umrah is a cherished life-long dream and 
the Coffee Table Book will considerably improve the 
ease of travel and provide much-needed information 
about services rendered to the respected Hajis.

“I extend my greetings and felicitations to Jammu 
Kashmir Haj Committee for this thoughtful publica-
tion, which will also provide glimpses of places, 
instructions as well as the guidelines to pilgrims to 
ensure they are able to perform their pilgrimage in 
a proper and befitting manner,” the Lt Governor 
observed.

Ms Safina Baig, Chairperson, J&K Haj Committee; 
Sh Vijay Kumar Bidhuri, Divisional Commissioner, 
Kashmir; Dr Shujaat Ahmad, Executive Officer J&K 
Haj Committee; Moulvi Mohammad Ashraf, Mem-
ber J&K Haj Committee and Sh Irshad Ahmad, Haj 
Officer were present.

Lt Governor.....
'Intikhab-e-Kalam-e-Rahi', Urdu translation of 

the poetic compositions of Jnanpith Award recipient 
poet Prof. Rehman Rahi by noted writer Dr Satish 
Vimal.

The Lt Governor congratulated Dr Satish Vimal 
and the team associated with the publication.

Writer Sh Mushtaq Barq and Literary Activist Sh 
Sheikh Waseem Ahmad were also present.

Court Sends.....
cases, including an attack on residence of SP and 

CRPF personnel. He was evading arrest for the last 
13 years.

Duty Magistrate Isha Singh remanded Javed 
Ahmed Mattu to 14 days in judicial custody till 
January 31, 2024.

The court also directed to release Mohd Rafi 
Nazar if not required in any other case.

Advocate Rahul Sahni appeared for Javed Ahmed 
Mattu through video conferencing and Advocate 
Ahmed Ibrahim appeared for Mohd. Rafi Nazar.

Delhi police sought 14 days judicial custody of 
accused Javed Ahmed Mattu and release of Mohd. 
Rafi Nazar after police custody remand in this case.

The court allowed Delhi police application seek-
ing release of accused Mohd. Rafi Nazar, if not required 
in any other case.

Delhi police submitted that no incriminating 
evidence has been surfaced during interrogation. 
Therefore, he is not required to be detained in this 
case. He was arrested on the disclosure statement 
of Javed Ahmed Mattu. It was stated that Rafi Nazar 
used to look after finances of Hizbul Mujahideen.

He was lodged in Tihar Jail in a NIA case. He was 
interrogated and arrested in the present case. He 
was arrested and four days police custody was 
obtained on January 13, 2024.

Delhi police special cell produced Javed Ahmed 
Mattu and Mohd. Rafi Nazar before duty magistrate 
at Patiala House Court after custody remand.

On January 12, 2024, court extended the police 
custody of Hizbul Mujahideen operative Javed Ahmed 
Mattu for further 5 days.

Delhi police sought his five days custody on the 
ground that the associates of accused Javed Ahmed 
Mattu are also required to be verified from Jammu 
and Kashmir who are indulged in channelizing the 
funds through hawala from Pakistan.

Chief Metropolitan Magistrate (CMM) Nabeela 
Wali had extended custody of Javed Ahmed Mattu 
alias Irshad Ahmed Malla alias Ehsan for five days.

He was produced before the court after expiry 
of 7 days police custody. Police sought further cus-
tody of five days.

He was arrested by the Special Cell of Delhi police 
on January 4.

Delhi police said that the course of investigation 
accused Javed Ahmed Mattu disclosed that one of 
the associates in Hizbul Mujahideen Mohd Rafi Najar 
resident Mumkak Mohalla, Batpora, Sopore, Baram-
ulla, Jammu and Kashmir looks after the financial 
affairs of Hizbul Mujaheedin.

It was submitted that he is indulged in providing 
the money through hawala for terrorism purpose 
from Pakistan on the pretext of Pashima Shawls and 
Carpet buisness. The money received through hawa-
la was used in financing the activities of Hizbul 
Mujahideen in Jammu and Kashmir.

The accomplices of Javed Ahmed Mattu are 
required to be verified and traced in Delhi and 
Jammu and Kashmir who were to assist him in car-
rying out terror strikes, Delhi police submitted.

Delhi police said that to trace the source of Arms 
and Ammunition provided and to carry out further 
sustained interrogation of accused Javed Ahmed 
Mattu further custody is required.

Mattu has allegedly been involved in multiple 
cases of terror attacks in Jammu and Kashmir.

As per Delhi police Mattu is an operative of the 
banned terror organisation Hizbul Mujahideen. He 
is involved in 11 known terror attacks in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

On January 4, 2024 an information was received 
that Javed Ahmed Mattu, a resident of Sopor would 
be coming to Delhi to collect arms and ammunition 
from his associates at the behest of PAK ISI, Delhi 
police said.

Delhi police was also informed that his Pakistan-
based handler Abdul Majid Jergar alias Shaheen 

would be coordinating the delivery of arms 
and ammunition, and Javed Ahmed Mattu 
would carry out some audacious terror strikes 
in J & K and another place on the instructions 
of his Pakistan-based handler.

Delhi police arrested Mattu and recovered 
one 9 mm Star pistol with six live cartridges, 
one extra magazine, and one stolen Santro car 
from him.

A case has been registered in this regard at 
PS Special Cell.

Delhi police also stated that Javed Ahmed 
Mattu is a college dropout. He is a member of 
the gang of seven dreaded terrorists of Hizbul 
Mujahideen operating in the area of North 
Kashmir, particularly Sopore, J&K.

As per Delhi police, he was also involved in 
case FIR of PS Sopore, relating to fire upon the 
patrolling party of police at Bough, Sopore in 
2011.  (Agencies)

ED Attaches.....
against some Jammu and Kashmir-based 

operatives who channelled funds for terrorist 
activities and stone pelting.

Seven immovable assets and two bank 
accounts have been provisionally attached 
under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA). They belong to separatist organisation 
Salvation Front’s chief Mohd Akbar Bhat, Fati-
ma Shah, Qazi Yasir, Mohammad Abdullah 
Shah and Iqbal Mir, the ED said in a statement.

The money laundering case stems from 
Jammu and Kashmir Police FIR and a charge 
sheet it filed against Akbar Bhat, Fatima Shah, 
Altaf Ahmad Bhat, Qazi Yasir, Syed Khalid 
Geelani alias Khalid Andrabi and others on 
charges of being “hand-in-glove with some 
Pakistan-based handlers who arranged admis-
sions in MBBS and other courses in Pakistani 
colleges for J&K students”.

Each student was charged about Rs 10-15 
lakh for a seat, it said.

The ED said the probe found that the mon-
ey was received in the personal accounts of the 
accused as well as the accounts of Al-Jabar 
Trust, which was meant for charitable pur-
poses.

“These accounts were used for the purpose 
of receiving funds from the students and further 
ploughed (ploughing) into terrorist activities 
in India in various ways such as distributing 
money to stone pelters, providing money to 
the terrorists based in J&K on the instructions 
of Pakistan handlers such as Manzoor Ahmad 
Shah, Altaf Ahmad Bhat etc.,” the agency said. 
(Agencies)

Dry spell.....
Head, Division of Fruit Sciences at SKUAST 

Srinagar said, "As of now, we are in a safe zone 
and let's hope for the best."

However, if this dryness continues till Feb-
ruary and the temperature rises to 20-25°c, 
then it could lead to early flowering that will 
impact the fruit set, he warned.

Dr Mushtaq said the fruit set will be less 
and will impact the yield as well. He advised 
against pruning in these weather conditions, 
saying it can affect the trees.

Akhtar Malik a scientist at the Kashmir 
University's Department of Botany, highlight-
ed the impact of insufficient chilling periods 
on bud production and flowering in trees. He 
explained that if temperatures rise in February, 
leading to bud and flower sprouting, subsequent 
rain or snow could result in flower drop due to 
inadequate pollination, ultimately affecting 
fruit production.

"The continuous dryness may cause a 
decline in the water table, affecting irrigation 
in rainfed orchards and impacting fruit qual-
ity," Malik said.

According to experts, the dry spell raises 
concerns about frost damage to new fruit 
plantations, particularly in the lower and upper 
hills, as tissues of younger plants are suscep-
tible to freezing in frost incidents. Moreover, 
the lack of moisture increases the vulnerabil-
ity of fruit trees to pest attacks, they added.

Growers across Kashmir are very much 
worried due to prolonged dry spells as they 
fear it will lead to their losses.

They said that after the early sprouting of 
flowers, there usually remains erratic weath-
er in spring due to which flowers fall, thereby 
reducing quantity besides putting impact on 
the quantity of the fruit.

Notably, there has been deficient rainfall in 
Kashmir since October last year. Last week, 
after a gap of over a decade, Srinagar, the sum-
mer capital of Jammu & Kashmir, recorded 15 
degrees Celsius as previously in the year 2010, 
the mercury in the City had gone up to 15.8 
degrees Celsius.

Ladakh’s Apricot.....
cultivation of this fruit for many decades.
“Snow is a blessing for apricot farmers of 

Ladakh. Our livelihood is determined by the 
crop, which we harvest to sell in various parts 
of the country. No snow means a death blow 
to the apricot trees,” he said as per news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer (KNO).

Like Sadiq, hundreds of apricot farmers in 
the high-altitude region of Ladakh are express-
ing growing concerns as they grapple with an 
unusual snowless and dry winter.

Traditionally reliant on a blanket of snow 
for irrigation, the absence of snow is posing 
significant challenges to the cultivation of 
apricots, a vital crop for the region.

“We are experiencing a snowless winter 
for the first time here. Farmers of Ladakh 

particularly from Kargil district are very much 
worried because of the topography of the area. 
Farmers know that they won’t be able to man-
age irrigation for apricot orchards in Spring 
time when it doesn’t or snows less during 
winter,” Sadiq said.

He said the farmers ideally need to irrigate 
their apricot orchards once in every 10 days to 
ensure quality fruit during the season.

“The main source of irrigation for our 
orchards is glacial water. We are worried that 
our apricot trees will wither if there is no 
timely snowfall during winter. It will be a big 
loss to the apricot farmers of Ladakh, who 
harvest apricots worth Rs 10 crore during the 
season,” Sadiq said.

Ladakh's apricot orchards are known for 
their robust and flavorful produce, with the 
winter season playing a crucial role in the fruit's 
development.  Growers said the absence of 
snow and dry conditions are disrupting the 
natural growth cycle of apricots, affecting the 
quality and quantity of the harvest.

Mohammad Jawed, another apricot farmer 
said the current dry weather may affect the 
health of apricot trees.

“Apricot trees require adequate moisture 
during their dormancy period, and the current 
conditions may impact the overall health of 
the orchards. So, there must be a timely snow-
fall so that the earth retains moisture,” he said.

DC Srinagar.....
Speaking on the occasion, the DC called 

upon the Officers and other functionaries of 
the Social Welfare Department to work in a 
holistic and pro-active approach with utmost 
coordination among all wings of the Depart-
ment to ensure efficient and effective imple-
mentation of all Social Security and Beneficia-
ry-Oriented schemes in the District.

He also asked the Officers for laying a spe-
cial focus on cent percent coverage under all 
Social Welfare schemes.

The DC envisioned a plan for the develop-
ment of common centres for the children 
suffering from Autism, Muscular Dystrophy 
and Braille teaching centres for blind children 
under a single roof in the district. He stressed 
on saturating the cases under Motorized Tri-
cycles and Prosthetic Aids

The DC said this is a collective responsibil-
ity of all of us to make sure that no eligible 
beneficiary is left behind. He stressed upon the 
Officers to take comprehensive measures to 
reach out to all eligible beneficiaries, besides 
making the welfare schemes easily accessible 
to the people so that all eligible beneficiaries 
of the District can reap the benefits of Govern-
ment’s welfare schemes.

During the meeting, the District Social 
Welfare Officer gave a detailed PowerPoint 
presentation and apprised the DC about the 
functioning of the Department and implemen-
tation of schemes.

He informed that under SASCM (SAKSHAM) 
75 beneficiaries were provided Pension and 41 
were given scholarships.

He also presented figures of beneficiaries 
under National Foundation for Communal 
Harmony (NECH), Marriage Assistance scheme, 
Prosthetic Aid, Motorized Tricycles, Hearing 
Aid, Wheel chair, Tricycles.

The DC was also informed about awareness 
programmes conducted under National Plan 
for Drug Demand Reduction, Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan and rehabilitation of Old Age persons, 
Abhedananda home and protection and devel-
opment under Juvenile Justice.

Programme Officer ICDS, Mushtaq Ahmad 
Rather; Chief Planning Officer, Mohammad 
Yaseen Lone; District Social Welfare Officer, 
Dr. Mukhtar Ahmad, besides other senior 
Officers and Officials of Social Welfare Depart-
ment were present in the meeting.

IGP Kashmir.....
fostering a spirit of unity and nurturing a 

harmonious environment.
IGP Kashmir stressed the importance of 

maintaining a secure environment for religious 
gatherings and assured the community of the 
police force's commitment in facilitating peace-
ful and undisturbed observances.

He highlighted the importance of fostering 
a strong and positive relationship between the 
police force and the community it serves. To 
put all the arrangements in place, he exhorted 
to work in close coordination to facilitate the 
community while celebrating the festival. He 
also urged the officials to remain available for 
the assistance of visiting devotees.

Gurupurab.....
Jammu and Kashmir on the occasion of 

Parkash Parv for which special prayers were 
held in the Gurudwara.

The day was celebrated with fervour in 
other parts of the Valley as well, including Tral, 
Baramulla and Pulwama.

Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha extended his greetings on the 
occasion of Parkash Parv.

“Greetings to all on the Parkash Purab of 
Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji. Guru Ji was embodi-
ment of courage, righteousness, universal 
brotherhood. His ideals are a source of inspira-
tion for world. Let us rededicate ourselves to 
his teachings and to the cause of humanity & 
harmony”, LG posted on X.

Army recovers.....
commitment to keep Kashmir terror-free," 

the post reads.
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Director Sericulture J&K inaugurates Resham Krishi 
Mela at P-4, Basic Seed Farm, Manasbal

 � HT News Network 

SRINAGAR, JANUARY 17: Director 
Sericulture J&K, Ajaz Ahmad Bhat 
today inaugurated a one-day Resham 
Krishi Mela at P-4, Basic Seed Farm, 
Manasbal.

In the event more than 500 Silk-
worm Rearers/ youths from all districts 
of Kashmir participated with great 
enthusiasm and fervour.

On the occasion, the Director Seri-
culture J&K felicitated 20 progressive 
Silkworm rearers and 5 Sericulture 
Entrepreneurs with memento, cer-
tificates, and tool kits as a token of 
appreciation.

The event was jointly organized by 

the Sericulture Dev. Department J&K 
and Central Sericulture Research & 
Training Institute, CSB, Pampore, 
showcasing the achievements of the 
sericulture community who have 
relentlessly dedicated themselves for 
the welfare of the sericulture sector, 
farmers and silkworm rearers.

The Director Sericulture J&K also 
released various booklets/ pamphlets 
on the occasion exhibiting technical 
activities and information related to 
the sericulture practices as a whole.

The stalls highlighting various Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes, Holistic 
Agriculture Development Programme 
(HADP), U.T level schemes, and an array 
of silk/mulberry products were set up 
by the Sericulture Dev. Department 

J&K, CSB, Pampore, and various Entre-
preneurs of U.T of J&K.

Addressing a huge gathering of Silk-
worm Rearers and Sericulture Entre-
preneurs, Director Sericulture assured 
the full support of the Department for 
providing technical guidance of seri-
culture activities, including Silkworm 
Rearing, Reeling, and Weaving.

He informed that the Department 
has also enhanced its Cocoon Bank 
Revolving Fund from Rs. 70 lakh to Rs. 
3.50 Crore for local Reeling Unit hold-
ers for increasing consumption of 
Cocoons at local level and at the same 
time the department has introduced 
Production based Incentives to Rear-
ers /Reelers on Cocoon and Silk produc-
tion under Capex to encourage them 

towards higher production/productiv-
ity.Besides the Director Sericulture 
informed that presently the local buy-
ers only consume about 30% cocoons 
while as the buyers from other states 
consume 70% cocoons in the Cocoon 
Auction Markets organized by the 
Department across J&K and expressed 
his desire that in coming years the 
trend should be other way around.

Speaking on the occasion Dr. N.K. 
Bhatia, Director Central Sericulture 
Research & Training Institute, CSB, 
Pampore also shared his valuable 
inputs viz-a-viz different schemes and 
the benefits which the people of J&K 
avail by associating themselves with 
Sericulture Dev. Department and the 
CSR&TI Pampore.
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Police facilitates Police Community Partnership 
Group (PCPG) meetings in Kulgam

 � Farooq Rather

Kulgam January 17: On the direc-
tions of SSP Kulgam Shri Sahil Saran-
gal-IPS, police in Kulgam facilitated 
Police Community Partnership Group 
(PCPG) meetings at Police Station Kul-
gam, PS Yaripora, PS Manzgam, PP 
Mirbazar and PP Frisal to strengthen 
Police Public relations.

The meeting at Police Station Yari-
pora was chaired by Addl. SP Kulgam 
Shri Shabir Ahmad, while as, the meet-
ings at other police stations were 
chaired by respective jurisdictional 
officers in which respectable citizens 
of Town Kulgam, Sangus Kaharwat, 
Chawalgam, Humshalibugh, Badroo 
Frisal, Malpora Akhran Mirbazar and 

Manzgam participated.
During these meetings, various 

issues of public importance including 
eradication of drug abuse, food adul-
teration, Traffic Jams were discussed. 
Speaking on the occasion, chairing 

officers said that such meetings are 
conducted to solicit the suggestions 
and support of people for better polic-
ing. Officers also thanked the people 
for participating in these meetings 
and for providing valuable suggestions. 
Referring to the issues highlighted by 
the participants, chairing officers 
assured that these issues will be tak-
en up with the concerned authorities 
for immediate redressal and added 
that police will provide its legal sup-
port as and when required for the 
betterment of the society.

The participants were stressed to 
co-operate with Police in maintaining 
law and order in the areas and in iden-
tifying anti-National and anti-Social 
elements who try to disrupt the peace-
ful environment.

Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra emerges as a potent force of 
positive change in frontier District Kupwara.

 � HT News Network 

Kupwara, Jan 17, The 
Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra 
(VBSY) the nationwide cam-
paign to spread awareness 
about the welfare Schemes 
and initiatives of the Gov-
ernment of India, reached, 
Maratgam, Monbal, Now-
gam A and  Nowgam B Pan-
chayats of Mawar Qalam-
abad block of Kupwara 
district, today.

The focus of the Yatra is 
to reach out to the people, 
create awareness about the 
welfare schemes aimed at 
sanitation facilities, essen-
tial financial services,  
access to LPG cylinders, 
housing for the poor, food 
security, proper nutrition, 
reliable healthcare, clean 
drinking water, etc.

The VBSY witnessed 

overwhelming response 
from the people in the bor-
der district Kupwara. Today 
the VB Vans were received 
in  grand welcome ceremo-
nies organised at the  venues  
by officers and officials from 
various departments.

As part of the yatra, the 
government departments 
had set up stalls to provide 
citizens, on the spot ser-
vices, like free health check 
ups , issuance and updation 
of the  Aadhaar cards, reg-
istration of beneficiaries for 

various welfare schemes 
benefiting scores of people 
at these camps.

The day-long program 
began with participants 
taking the pledge to make 
India a developed and self-
reliant nation by the year 
2047.

Videos of beneficiaries of 
various departmental 
schemes under Meri Kahani 
Meri Zubani were also 
played and cultural pro-
grammes were organised.

A prominent  feature of 
the VBSY was  the deploy-
ment of Information, Educa-
tion, and Communication 
(IEC) vans, acting as mobile 
catalysts for change. These 
vans played a  pivotal role 
in disseminating the mes-
sage of the Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra far and wide, 
ensuring no corner of the 
District was untouched.

I, Hafsa Nazir W/o Musaib Ahmad Dar R/o 13 Seeloo 
Sopore Tehsil Zaingeer 

District Baramulla am the original allottee/
transferee of Plot No. 609 Sector No.nil in Housing 
Colony, Ompora Budgam and have applied for transfer 
of leasehold rights to  freehold rights of above said 
plot in my favour. Objection, if any, may be conveyed 
to  the Managing Director, J&K Housing Board, Green 
Belt Park, Gandhi Nagar, 

Jammu within a period of 15 days from the date of 
publication of this Notice. However, 

no objection will be entertained after the expiry of 
the above said period. 

Name: Hafsa Nazir
W/O Musaib Ahmad Dar

R/O 13 Seeloo Sopore Tehsil Zaingeer District Baramulla

PUBLIC NOTICE

VBSY empowers Pulwama 
with Transformative 
Development

 � HT News Network

PULWAMA, JANUARY 17: Embarking on a journey of 
progress, the ongoing Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra (VBSY) 
has etched an indelible legacy in District Pulwama, steer-
ing it towards comprehensive development.In perfect 
harmony with its name, the Yatra has seamlessly aligned 
with the vision of a Developed Nation, catalyzing trans-
formative change across every nook and cranny of the 
District.Executing a meticulous strategy, the Yatra is 
navigating through every corner of the District, ensuring 
the effective implementation and saturation of Govern-
ment schemes among beneficiaries. The Information, 
Education, and Communication (IEC) vans have been 
instrumental in disseminating the message and vision of 
the Hon'ble Prime Minister, fostering awareness about 
the Nation's Development Goals.Going beyond mere dis-
semination, the Yatra has actively engaged with benefi-
ciaries, ensuring that Government scheme benefits per-
meate every stratum of society. This holistic approach is 
integral to achieving the broader goal of a developed and 
prosperous Nation.A notable achievement includes the 
registration of 13,086 individuals under the Kissan Cred-
it Card and 2,123 under the Pradhan Mantri Suraksha 
Bima Yojana. Further 2870 individuals have been registered 
under Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Jan Aushadhi Pariyojana 
during this Yatra. These numbers underscore the Yatra's 
commitment to its name, ensuring the widespread enroll-
ment and fulfillment of Government schemes, thereby 
fostering comprehensive development within the District.

Beyond the saturation of Government schemes, various 
camps, including health camps and on-spot services, stand 
as pillars of the VBSY. These serve as essential platforms 
for community engagement, ensuring that the advan-
tages of Government initiatives reach those most in need.

DC Srinagar greets people 
on Guru Gobind Singh 
Jayanti

 � HT News Network

RINAGAR, JANUARY 17: On the occasion of Prakash 
Parv being celebrated today, the Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat has extended 
his warm greetings to the people.In his message, the DC 
greeted the Sikh Community on the 357th birth anniver-
sary of tenth Sikh Guru, Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji.The DC 
expressed hope that Guru Gobind Singh Ji Jayanti would 
contribute towards strengthening brotherhood, unity, 
harmony and would be a harbinger of peace, progress and 
prosperity.

Hakeem Yaseen 
concerned  over hike in 
power tarrif ,demands 
roll back of the decision .

 � HT News Network

Srinagar/ Jan 17 :-  Chairman Peoples Democratic Front 
( PDF  )and former Minister Hakeem Muhammad Yaseen 
has expressed serious concern over hike in power tarrif 
adding that people were under acute financial distress 
and  can not afford the  increase in power tarrif ,  in any 
form . He has also decriedcontinued power cricis in kash-
mir region.

In a statement issued on Wednesday  Hakeem Yaseen 
while expressing anguish over recent  hike in power tar-
rif said that increase in power tarrif , in any form ,was 
beyond the capacity of poor and middle class. He said  
weather in metered area  or un- matered areas ,   financial 
position  of consumers , every where  ,   was pathetic and 
they  were not in a position to pay  thier power bills on 
hiked rates . He has demanded immedite  roll back of the 
decision . He has also rued continued power outage in 
kashmir region adding that  consumers  were facing acute 
harships due to the prevailing power cricis . He said 
reported extention in the  lease of electricity from the 
Rattle Power Project in Kishtwar to Rajasthan has added 
to the woes and worries of the people . He said people in 
general especially students community  , unit holders and 
hoteliers were the first casuality of prevailing  power 
cricis. He said amidst the pressing power cricis within 
Jammu & Kashmir itself ,  leasing out of  electricity from 
the Rattle Power project kishtwar to Rajasthan  was most  
ridiculous and it amounts to usurping rights of local 
populace on thier natural resources.  He has urged the 
government to  revoke both the recent power hike order 
as well as reported  MOU signed  in Jaipur on January 3, 
2024,  in connection with  leasing  out of  electricity from 
Rattle power project  to Gujrat state.  He said given the 
prevailing severe financial position of the people and the 
prevailing power cricis , there was no justification in hik-
ing power trrif and extending the power lease to Gujrat 
for further 40 years. 

35th National Road Safety Month: MVD Anantnag,
 Police organise Awareness programme on Road Safety

Defensive Driving Awareness Programme held at Harnag Anantnag

 � HT News Network

ANANTNAG, JANUARY 
17:  In continuation to 
National Road Safety 
month, Motor vehicle 
Department (MVD) Anant-
nag in collaboration with 
Traffic and District Police 
today organised a traffic 
awareness programme at 
Taxi Stand.

The programme wit-
nessed a huge gathering of 
participation of NCC cadets 
of district as well as com-
mercial drivers.

The main aim of the pro-
gramme was to sensitize 

the participants about 
importance of road safety 
and how to become a safer 
road user.

Later, over 1,500 pam-

phlets were distributed to 
commuters and around 500 
sticker posters depicting 
road safety slogans were 
distributed among the gen-

eral public and also pasted 
on four-wheelers and two-
wheelers.

Meanwhile, MVD Anant-
nag also held an awareness 
programme  on Defensive 
Driving for the prospective 
applicants who had come 
for seeking Driving Licence 
Test at Trial Ground  Harnag 
Anantnag.

On the occasion, as many 
as 120 applicants took an 
oath for a safe driving life-
style on the occasion.

Assistant Regional Trans-
port Officer Anantnag,  Dr 
Mohammad Zubair Lattoo  
delivered a lecture on 
defensive driving.

DC Baramulla visits Chattipadshai; 
greets Sikh community on Prakash Parv

 � HT News Network 

BARAMULLA, JANUARY 17: The 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Baram-
ulla, Minga Sherpa today paid a visit 
to Gurudwara Chatti Padshahi in 
Baramulla and extended warm greet-
ings to the Sikh community on the 
auspicious occasion of Prakash Parv 
marking 357th birth anniversary of 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji.

On the occasion, the DC took first 
hand appraisal of the arrangements 
wherein Gurudwara Prabandhak 
Committee expressed satisfaction 
over the arrangements and conveyed 
their gratitude to the Deputy Com-
missioner in this regard.

Addressing the devotees, the DC 
highlighted the immense contribu-
tions of Shri Guru Gobind ji and the 
sacrifices of the Sikh community in 
defending the honour of the country. 
He said the tenth Guru was a great 
warrior, a spiritual guru and a prom-
inent scholar who laid emphasis on 
social equality, universal brotherhood, 
altruism and social service.

While extending warm greetings 
on the auspicious occasion, the DC 
expressed hope that this event would 
contribute towards strengthening 
brotherhood, unity, harmony and 
would be a harbinger of peace, prog-
ress and prosperity.

He said teachings of Sikh Gurus 
promote social institutions such as 
the langar, sangat and kirtan as great 
levelers and unifying agencies.

He further said that the Guru 
dreamt of a society outside of the 
prevailing rituals and ethics, based 

on social equality and built on the 
‘recognition of light of the divine in 
all beings in equal measure’. He men-
tioned that Guru Gobind Singh Ji was 
an accomplished poet and a philoso-
pher and his works possess a sublime 
poetic beauty, which were later, com-
piled into the ‘Dasm Granth’, he add-
ed.During the visit, DC also inspected 
stalls which were installed by differ-
ent Banks in order to disseminate vital 
information about employment gen-
eration and other livelihood related 
schemes for the general public.
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The Mother sacrifice's her life, 
happiness for her child. From desk 
to dawn a mother sacrifices many 

more in her life. A women is 
supposed to study first, when she 

completes matric, then she is 
curtailed and kept behind the bars 

for the rest world. She has to 
struggle for her studies, when she 

continues studying till her jobs, then 
after she has to pass the biggest and 

the most important decision in her 
life. She has been said that, you have 
to leave the job, because women’s 
don’t  work in our society, this is the 
mentality of 19’s era. But now this 

has been changed, women’s are the 
ones who challenges men's in every 

field of life, either it is physical or 
mental practice. 

Kashmir's Water Crisis 
or A Health Hazard?

As reports of a dire scarcity of drinking water 
flood in from various regions in Kashmir, the 
residents find themselves grappling with a crisis 
that transcends mere inconvenience. The situa-
tion has reached a point where fetching water 
from streams has become a daily struggle, high-
lighting the urgent need for comprehensive and 
immediate intervention.

The scarcity has not only disrupted daily life 
but has also exposed the population to potential 
health hazards. Shockingly, some of the streams, 
considered a lifeline in this arid landscape, are 
contaminated. The polluted water not only poses 
a threat to the well-being of the residents but has 
also become a breeding ground for waterborne 
diseases.

The ramifications of this water crisis extend 
beyond the immediate inconvenience of sourcing 
water. Families are compelled to navigate treach-
erous terrain, often covering significant dis-
tances to access water points. This daily ordeal 
not only consumes valuable time but also jeop-
ardizes the safety of those, especially women and 
children, who embark on these journeys.

The authorities must act swiftly to address this 
escalating crisis. Implementation of sustainable 
water management practices, investment in 
infrastructure, and community awareness cam-
paigns are crucial steps. Additionally, stringent 
measures must be taken to address the con-
tamination of water sources, preventing the 
spread of diseases that further burden an already 
strained healthcare system.

In the face of such adversity, a unified effort is 
imperative. The residents, local authorities, and 
relevant stakeholders must collaborate to for-
mulate and execute effective solutions. Only 
through prompt and collective action can we hope 
to alleviate the water crisis in Kashmir and safe-
guard the health and well-being of its residents.

Women Example 
of Patience

“Be patient (and you’ll reach your goal)
�� Muneeb Shafi

Pertinence is the ability to accept delay, annoy-
ance or suffering without complaining or becom-
ing angry. For example: People have lost patience 
with i.e. have become annoyed about the slow pace 
of reform. After three hours of waiting for the train, 
our patience was exhausted. She has little patience 
with i.e. can hardly tolerate anyone who doesn’t 
share her views. It’s enough to try i.e. test the 
patience of a saint! Patience is the ability to keep 
doing something that requires a lot of effort. For 
example: Learning to walk again after his accident 
required great patience. I haven’t the patience to 
do embroidery. Patience is the capacity to accept 
or tolerate delay, problems, or suffering without 
becoming annoyed or anxious. Primary meaning 
of patience is good-natured tolerance of delay or 
incompetence. It is good nature, a cheerful and 
obliging disposition.

The Mother sacrifice's her life, happiness for her 
child. From desk to dawn a mother sacrifices many 
more in her life. A women is supposed to study 
first, when she completes matric, then she is cur-
tailed and kept behind the bars for the rest world. 
She has to struggle for her studies, when she 
continues studying till her jobs, then after she has 
to pass the biggest and the most important decision 
in her life. She has been said that, you have to leave 
the job, because women’s don’t  work in our soci-
ety, this is the mentality of 19’s era. But now this 
has been changed, women’s are the ones who 
challenges men's in every field of life, either it is 

physical or mental practice. 
 “And of His signs is that He created for you from 

yourselves mates that you may find tranquillity in 
them, and He placed between you affection and 
mercy. Indeed in that are signs for a people who 
give thought.”

After the marriage the life of a women  com-
pletely changes, then she has to perform the role 
of a wife for husband, a daughter for parent’s, and 
a mother for her upcoming children’s. She is the 
one who cares for you without coming to world, 
she cares till nine months. Have you ever thought 
how many problems she has to face In between 
this time of 9 months. 

Throughout my life, I have learned patience 
through many people and situations. Patience is 
an important part of growing up and is still difficult 
for me. Although it is hard to be patient with oth-
ers and myself, my mother, my mother's sister 
(Masi), and siblings instilled patience in me. Patience 
is difficult to uphold, but my mother never loses 
her patience. She is an amazing woman who grew 
up helping to care for family. Growing up, she taught 
me how to be a kind, patient, and loving person. 
She and I are extremely close and she encourages 
me to be the best person I can be. My mother is a 
true example of patience for me and she inspires 
me to be like her in any situation.

The young author namely MUNEEB SHAFI 
had wrote this on his own experience. You 
can directly contact to me on Instagram @

young_author13.

Unveiling the Snapchat Epidemic:

The Dark Side of Digital Connectivity
�� Dr. Naseer Ahmad Lone

�� Dr. Vikas Bhandari

A Comprehensive Examination of How 
Snapchat Addiction is Impacting Teens 
and Adult:  The age of rapid technological 
advancement, social media platforms 
have become an integral  part of our 
daily lives offering various benefits such 
as instant communication, sharing  expe-
riences, and staying connected with 
friends and family. Among the plethora 
of  applications, Snapchat stands out as a 
pioneer in ephemeral messaging, allow-
ing users to share  moments that vanish 
within seconds. While the app has gained 
immense popularity for its  unique fea-
tures, it has also unleashed a digital epi-
demic that warrants our attention. Instant 
Gratification: The Dopamine Dilemma: 
Snapchat's design, with its fleeting  mes-
sages and constant notifications, triggers 
a cycle of instant gratification. The rush 
of  dopamine, the brain's pleasure neu-
rotransmitter, accompanies every sent 
snap and received  reply, fostering addic-
tive behaviours. The pursuit of likes and 
validation becomes a driving  force, influ-
encing user habits.

Fear of Missing Out (FOMO) Culture: 
The 24-Hour Race The Stories feature, 
where users share moments that vanish 
after 24 hours, contributes to a  pervasive 
Fear of Missing Out (FOMO). Users find 
themselves compelled to check the app  
regularly, anxious not to miss the latest 
updates or social events. This constant 
need to stay  connected can lead to 
increased screen time and potential 

negative impacts on mental health.
Social Comparison and Self-Esteem: 

A Downward Spiral Snapchat's focus on 
visual content fuels social comparison, 
with users evaluating their lives  based 
on curated images and videos. For teens 
navigating the challenges of self-discov-
ery, this  can contribute to feelings of 
inadequacy and negatively impact self-
esteem. Maintaining a  carefully crafted 
online persona may lead to a distorted 
sense of self.

Real-Life Interaction Disruption: The 
Price of Digital Connectivity As Snapchat 
becomes a primary mode of communica-
tion, face-to-face interactions may  dwin-
dle. Users risk interrupting real-life expe-
riences as they prioritize capturing 
moments for  their Stories. This shift can 
impact the development of social skills, 
particularly among younger  users, who 
may find themselves more comfortable 
behind a screen than in person.

Privacy Concerns: Sharing what ought 
not to share. Snapchat's ephemeral nature 
might encourage users to share more 
personal information,  assuming it will 
disappear. However, the risk of screen-
shots and privacy breaches is ever present. 
Users must be cautious about the perma-
nence of their digital footprint, prevent-
ing  potential stress and anxiety related 
to privacy concerns.

The Mental Health Toll: Beyond the 
Snap The constant comparison, fear of 
missing out, and the pursuit of validation 
can take a toll on  mental health. Stress, 
anxiety, and even depression may be the 
unintended consequences of the  pressure 
to maintain a flawless online image. It is 

imperative for users to be aware of these  
potential pitfalls and prioritize their men-
tal well-being.

Disrupted Sleep Patterns: The Nightly 
Scroll The addictive nature of Snapchat 
can extend into the late hours, contribut-
ing to disrupted sleep  patterns. Con-
stantly checking for updates or respond-
ing to messages can lead to sleep  
deprivation, impacting overall health and 
cognitive function.

Academic and Professional Conse-
quences: Time Drain Excessive use of 
Snapchat can result in a significant drain 
on time, potentially affecting  academic 
performance or professional responsi-
bilities. The constant need for digital  
engagement may lead to procrastination 
and a lack of focus on more critical tasks.

Cyberbullying and Social Pressures: 
The Dark Side of Connectivity Snapchat 
is not immune to the prevalence of cyber-
bullying and social pressures. The ephem-
eral  nature of messages may encourage 
users to share content they would not 
otherwise,  contributing to an environ-
ment where harmful behaviours can 
thrive. In a world where digital connectiv-
ity is the norm, it is crucial to strike a 
balance. While  Snapchat provides a plat-
form for fun and connection, its addictive 
nature and associated ill  effects must not 
be overlooked. Responsible usage, digital 
literacy, and open conversations  about 
the impact of social media are essential 
for cultivating a healthier relationship 
with  technology. As users, let us be mind-
ful of the Snapchat epidemic and navigate 
the digital  landscape with awareness and 
caution. 

The way Forward:
Promote digital literacy and educate 

users, especially younger individuals,  
about the potential risks and consequenc-
es of their online actions.

Provide resources and information on 
responsible social media use, online  eti-
quette, and the impact of digital com-
munication on mental health.

Encourage parents and guardians to 
be actively involved in their children's  
online activities.

Promote open communication about 
the challenges and pressures associated  
with social media, and work together to 
establish healthy online habits.

Advocate for transparent and user-
friendly platform policies that address  
privacy concerns and promote a safer 
online environment.

Encourage social media platforms to 
implement features that combat  cyber-
bullying, such as reporting mechanisms 
and content moderation tools.

Raise awareness about the potential 
impact of social media on mental health.

Promote the availability of mental 
health resources and support services for  
individuals who may be struggling with 
the negative effects of digital  connectiv-
ity.

Support ongoing research on the psy-
chological and social implications of social  
media use, with a focus on specific plat-
forms like Snapchat.

Use research findings to inform poli-
cies, guidelines, and educational initiatives  
aimed at mitigating the negative effects.

Foster a sense of community and 
positive online behaviour through cam-

paigns  and initiatives that promote kind-
ness, empathy, and understanding.

Encourage users to actively participate 
in creating a supportive online  environ-
ment.

Advocate for responsible legislation 
and regulations related to online safety 
and  privacy.

Collaborate with governmental and 
regulatory bodies to establish guidelines  
that protect users from harmful online 
practices.

Explore the development and imple-
mentation of technological solutions that  
can help identify and address issues such 
as cyberbullying, hate speech, and  mis-
information on social media platforms.

Integrate media literacy programs into 
educational curricula to equip  individu-
als with the skills to critically evaluate 
and navigate online content.

Encourage social media platforms to 
take responsibility for the impact of their  
services on users and society.

Promote ethical practices and corpo-
rate social responsibility initiatives with-
in  the tech industry.

It's essential to approach the issue 
collaboratively, involving various stake-
holders such as  individuals, families, 
educators, policymakers, and technology 
companies. The goal is to create  a balanced 
digital landscape that prioritizes positive 
online experiences and safeguards the  
well-being of users. 

The author can be reached at 
naseerbita@yahoo.com

Assistant professors at Chandigarh 
University. 
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DDC Rajouri inspects Filtration Plant at Dhanidhar 
 � HT News Network

RAJOURI, JANUARY 17: District 
Development Commissioner 
Rajouri Om Prakash Bhagat today 
conducted a comprehensive inspec-
tion of the Dhanidhar Filtration 
Plant, reaffirming the administra-
tion's commitment to provide unin-
terrupted, clean drinking water to 
the residents of Rajouri.

During the visit, the DDC metic-
ulously assessed the working of the 
plant revealing a robust capacity of 
ten thousand gallons per day. It was 
highlighted that the filtration plant 
has been a crucial source, catering 
to the essential water needs of thou-
sands of residents in Rajouri town.

The DDC underscored the impor-
tance of adhering to a well-struc-
tured schedule for water supply to 
ensure the convenience of the gen-
eral public. He said that our aim is 
to guarantee a seamless and hassle-
free drinking water supply for the 
residents of Rajouri and it is imper-
ative that we maintain a proper 

schedule to avoid any inconve-
nience to the community.

The DDC directed the depart-
ment to uphold the highest stan-
dards in providing clean drinking 
water. He emphasized the need for 
a proactive approach, directing 
officers to address issues related to 
drinking water promptly and in a 

time-bound manner to alleviate 
the challenges faced by the com-
munity.

"We are committed to addressing 
the concerns of the residents 
regarding drinking water. It is our 
collective responsibility to ensure 
that every individual has access to 
safe and clean water without any 

hindrance," stated DDC.
He further called for the imple-

mentation of effective measures to 
promptly resolve issues related to 
drinking water, ensuring the well-
being of the community. Overall 
the visit to the Dhanidhar Filtration 
Plant reflects the dedication of the 
administration to enhancing the 
quality of life for the residents of 
Rajouri.

The DDC also conducted spot 
inspection of Ujhan Canal which is 
the main water supply source for 
the Rajouri township and directed 
for proper upkeep of Ujhan Canal.

The District Development Com-
missioner affirmed commitment 
of the district administration to 
continuous improvement in water 
supply infrastructure, promoting 
public health, and fostering a better 
quality of life for the residents of 
Rajouri.

Among the others, the Assistant 
Executive Engineer Arshed Iqbal 
and Naib Tehsildar Rajouri accom-
panied the DDC during his visit.

Pledge Ceremony organized by MVD Doda to 
promote Road Safety norms among Road users 

 � HT News Network 

DODA, JANUARY 17   An 
impactful oath ceremony 
and awareness program 
was today organised to 
mark the celebration of 
national traffic safety 
month at Khellani Tunnel.

The event was organized 
on the direction of Deputy 
Commissioner, Harvinder 
Singh and under the super-
vision of ARTO, Rajesh 
Gupta. The event aimed at 
instilling a profound sense 
of road safety among the 
drivers and workers of the 
construction giant APCO. 
As part of the ongoing cel-
ebration of National Traffic 
Safety Month 2024, the 
ARTO, in a compelling ses-
sion, enlightened the 
attendees on the critical 
aspects of safe driving, 

emphasizing the impor-
tance of being heroes on 
the road by prioritizing 
pedestrian safety.

The program delved into 
indispensable safety mea-
sures for driving in hilly 
areas, recognizing the 
unique challenges posed 
by such terrains. ARTO 

Doda elucidated key points, 
guiding drivers on navigat-
ing the intricacies of hilly 
roads. These measures 
included understanding the 
terrain, maintaining opti-
mal speed limits, and exer-
cising caution on sharp 
turns. The session under-
scored the significance of 

vehicle maintenance for 
optimal functionality, 
ensuring safer journeys 
through challenging land-
scapes.

A notable feature of the 
event was the pledge cer-
emony, meticulously orga-
nized by the Motor Vehicles 
Department (MVD) Doda. 
This ceremony united offi-
cers and officials alongside 
the drivers of the construc-
tion company operating in 
the Khellani Tunnel. The 
collective commitment to 
road safety was symbolized 
through the participants 
taking a solemn pledge. This 
col laborat ive ef for t 
between regulatory author-
ities and industry players 
reflects a shared dedication 
to fostering a culture of 
safety on the roads, ensur-
ing a secure environment 
for all users.

HT - JAMMU

Empowering Voices: Hello Kishtwar bridges gap between 
citizens, administration: acknowledges Mohd Ashraf of Dachhan

 � HT News Network

KISHTWAR, JANUARY 17: In a 
groundbreaking move towards 
citizen-centric governance, the 
District Administration Kishtwar, 
under the dynamic leadership of 
Deputy Commissioner Dr. Devansh 
Yadav, has introduced "Hello Kisht-
war," an Interactive Voice Response 
System (IVRS) initiative.

This platform was designed to 
lend an attentive ear to the griev-
ances of the people over the phone, 
aiming for swift and effective 
redressal.

Mohd Ashraf Lone, a resident of 
Dachhan and a holder of a Master's 

degree in Computer Applications 
(MCA), found himself at the heart 
of a success story stemming from 
the Hello Kishtwar initiative. Faced 
with a persistent issue in his village, 
Ramnoo, located in the Sounder 
Tehsil Dachhan, Ashraf decided to 
utilize the IVRS system to voice his 
concerns.Having recorded his 
grievance through Hello Kishtwar, 
Ashraf articulated the need for an 
upgraded power infrastructure in 
his village. Specifically, he high-
lighted the urgency of installing a 
25 KVA Transformer to address the 
persistent electricity issues faced 
by the residents.

The success of this initiative 
became evident when, in a remark-

able display of prompt responsive-
ness, the District Administration 
took swift action to redress the 
recorded grievance. A 25 KVA Trans-
former was installed in Ramnoo 
Village, fulfilling the longstanding 
demand of the community. This 
not only resolved the immediate 
concerns of inadequate electricity 
supply but also exemplified the 
power of leveraging technology for 
efficient public service delivery.

Expressing his appreciation and 
gratitude, Ashraf Lone forwarded 
a heartfelt email to Deputy Com-
missioner Dr. Devansh Yadav, 
acknowledging the proactive 
approach and quick resolution pro-
vided by the administration. The 

success story of Ramnoo Village 
stands as a testament to the effi-
cacy of Hello Kishtwar in bridging 
the gap between citizens and the 
administration.

This achievement underscores 
the commitment of the District 
Administration Kishtwar to lever-
age technology for good governance 
and highlights the transformative 
impact that citizen engagement 
initiatives can have on addressing 
grassroots issues. The Hello Kisht-
war initiative not only amplifies 
the voices of the people but also 
demonstrates the administration's 
dedication to fostering a responsive 
and accountable governance frame-
work.

RDD to empanel IIT, IIM, NIFT, Universities as 
PIAs for placement-linked youth skilling initiative

 � HT News Network 

JAMMU, JANUARY 17: The Rural 
Development Department (RDD) and 
Panchayati Raj will empanel premier 
institutes in Jammu and Kashmir as 
Project Implementing Agencies (PIAs) 
for implementation of flagship place-
ment-linked skilling scheme, and 
converge with associated depart-
ments, banks and training institutes 
for outcomes-based skilling and place-
ment initiative.

Secretary, Rural Development 
Department and Panchayati Raj, Dr 
Shahid Iqbal Choudhary took a com-
prehensive review of the placement-
linked skill training program Deen 
Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya 
Yojana (DDU-GKY) in Jammu and 
Kashmir, need for capacity building 
of rural youth and expansion of 

scheme.It was decided to approach 
and assist the premier government 
education institutions of repute for 
engagement as PIAs for a credible 
skilling and placement endeavour of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Government.

Emphasizing the need for greater 
rationality in the selection and train-
ing process for youth, Dr Shahid Iqbal 
directed officers to explore the pos-
sibility of incorporating government 
educational and technical institutions 
as Project Implementing Agencies 
(PIAs) in this program.

Secretary highlighted the impor-
tance of selecting deserving candi-
dates for training and ensuring effec-
tive supervision of the training 
process. He stressed the need to 
clarify the program's initial stages, 
training procedures, and prospects 
for participants.

Referring to the success of schemes 

Mumkin and Tejaswini of Mission 
Youth J&K, Dr Shahid suggested 
understanding such programs to 
derive benefits from their experi-

ences, and replication of best prac-
tices. He said that skill development 
is only beneficial when paired with 
sustainable employment for the youth.

Dr Shahid Iqbal encouraged explor-
ing self-employment opportunities, 
considering the current environment's 
potential in this realm. He asked the 
officers of the program management 
unit to explore the possibilities of 
including the Indian Institute of Man-
agement Jammu, Indian Institute of 
Technology Kashmir, SKUAST Univer-
sity, Jammu University, Kashmir Uni-
versity, Schools of Business Manage-
ment, and other such government 
educational and technical institutions 
as PAIs in the program, and to seek 
full support from RSETIs and Krishi 
Vigyan Kendras as well.

He stressed on the need to register 
state cooperative societies and semi-
government agencies as PAIs as well.

Recognizing the importance of 
robust infrastructure, Dr Shahid Iqbal 
directed officers to seek capacity 
building analysis from prestigious 

institutions like IITs and IIMs. He fur-
ther emphasized the crucial role of 
technical, financial, and managerial 
support in any program's success.

Stressing the need for strong polit-
ical will and administrative backing, 
Secretary envisioned DDU-GKY as a 
mission-driven initiative with the 
potential to significantly improve the 
lives of thousands of young people in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting also discussed possi-
bilities for integrating DDU-GKY with 
the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA) to 
offer skill training to youth from 
families who receive 100 days of 
employment under the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS).

Rakesh Gupta, CEO of DDUGKY J&K, 
Joint Director Planning Kamal Kumar 
Sharma, and other officials attended 
the meeting.

Kishtwar: MVD conducts Road Safety 
Awareness Campaign on Chatroo route 

 � HT News Network 

KISHTWAR, JANUARY 17: 
In alignment with National 
Road Safety Month 2024, 
the District Motor Vehicles 
Department (MVD) today 
conducted an awareness 
campaign targeting road 
users, drivers, and conduc-
tors on the Kishtwar-Cha-
troo route. The initiative 
focused on instilling a 
deeper understanding of 
the importance of road 
safety, highlighting the 
common causes of road 
accidents, and proposing 
remedial measures to min-
imize such incidents and 
enhance overall road safety 
facilities.Approximately 150 
passengers, drivers, and 
conductors actively par-
ticipated in the awareness 
campaign, attesting to the 

initiative's success in reach-
ing to a portion of the local 
community. The sessions 
covered crucial aspects of 
road safety, emphasizing 
the shared responsibility of 
all stakeholders in fostering 
a secure road environment.

The campaign addressed 

key topics such as the role 
of responsible driving, 
adherence to traffic rules, 
and the significance of 
proper vehicle mainte-
nance. Practical measures 
for accident prevention and 
immediate response in 
emergency situations were 

also highlighted during the 
sessions. The department 
encourages active partici-
pation from the commu-
nity to collectively contrib-
ute towards reducing road 
accidents and fostering a 
safer road environment for 
everyone.

Locals Thank BRO For Construction, 
Macademization Of Bhadarwah 

Pathankot National Highway
 � Amir Iqbal Khan

Bhadarwah, January 17The Border Road 
Organisation (BRO) has constructed Bha-
darwah Pathankot National Highway hav-
ing a length of about 35 km from Bhadarwah 
town to Chattergalla.

The nearby areas consist of tribal and 
local population in villages like Puneja, 
Sungli, Nalthi, Basti, Thanthera and Guldan-
da.According to the BRO, with the construc-
tion of this stretch of road, medical facilities 
have become easily available and in event 
of emergency conditions, ambulances and 
Fire Brigade Vehicles are reaching their 
destinations on time. School and college 
students are reaching the schools easily 
from these areas.After the construction of 
this road in areas falling in Bhadarwah 
region, people have started small business 
shops, restaurants and hotels on roadsides 
and maximum number of labourers from 
different rural areas are getting employ-
ment under BRO who were earlier looking 
for jobs.People living in these areas have 
thanked the Government of India and BRO 
for the development of these areas of beau-
tiful Bhadarwah valley by way of construc-
tion and development of this much required 
interstate road link on modern lines.

Mohammad Salim Butt a social activist 
and local of Bhadarwah said, “When this 
road was not there, people had to walk 10 
to 30 kms and patients had to suffer a lot 
to reach the hospitals to get emergency 
treatment, but after the development of 
this road, it has become very easy for them 
to reach hospitals. This road is squarely 
significant both from the civil transport as 
well as defence point of view". "People of 
Bhadarwah extend their gratitude to the 
Commander 35 BRTF Udhampur S.K Verma 
and Officer Commanding 118 RCC based 
at Bhadarwah for their relentless efforts to 
make this project dream come true," Butt 
further claimed.“We thank the Government 
and BRO for this, we can do our business 
now. We have got multifariously benefited 
after the construction of this interstate 
road. This is an area replete with magnifi-

cent attractive tourist spots and places 
being important for adventure tourism. 
This road is very beneficial for our children 
and for all of us,” Zaffar Hussain Wani, a 
local social activist said. He also added that 
the marvellous work rendered by BRO in 
macademising with the construction of 
side drains has increased the longevity of 
this road to greater extent.

Famous tourist destination of Thanthera 
and Guldanda also lie on this road which 
as of now remain abuzz with thousands of 
tourists round the clock. Recently, a Tour-
ism Festival with the designation as   was 
held at Guldanda which was attended by 
more than two lakh tourists both domes-
tic and foreign. The tourism activity is 
attributed to have got boost vis a vis local 
tourist industry including tour and travel 
operations and hoteliers in which Bhadar-
wah Pathankot National Highway has 
played a key role. Tourists are all praise for 
the smooth and tireless engineering struc-
ture of this road."I am from Patna Bihar 
and have come to Guldanda along with my 
family to see snow. I was afraid that the 
tourist places are present in dangerous 
geographical locations which would be 
inaccessible, but we have got surprised to 
see such a gorgeous and comfortable road 
connectivity provided by BRO, I wish them 
the best," Alok Sehgal a tourist frm Patna 
Bihar told.Another tourist from Jammu Dr. 
Sushma said, " The tourist spots are better 
than Kashmir, but they have remained 
away from the glimpse of the outside world 
in the past obviously because of poor con-
nectivity, but the breathtaking works of 
BRO in connecting important tourist des-
tinations on Bhadarwah Pathankot circuit.
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Secretary Revenue chairs entrepreneurship 
conference, Public Darbar at Kishtwar

 � HT News Network
 

KISHTWAR, JANUARY 17: Secretary Rev-
enue, Prasanna Ramaswamy G, today 
chaired an "Entrepreneurship Conference" 
organised by the district administration 
here at DC office, Kishtwar.

The conference aimed to provide a plat-
form for dialogue and facilitating discussion 
with business aspirants, and stakeholders 
to understand challenges and opportunities 
in the entrepreneurial ecosystem. The 
initiative would stimulate economic activ-
ities, create employment opportunities and 
contribute towards overall development 
of the district.

Deputy Commissioner, Dr. Devansh 
Yadav, Additional Deputy Commissioner, 
Inderjeet Singh Parihar, Joint Director Plan-
ning, Mohammad Iqbal, ACR Kishtwar, 
Varunjeet Singh Charak, CEO Kishtwar 
Development Authority, Dr. Rishi Kumar 
Sharma besides other district officers and 
representatives from the Traders Associa-
tions, Women Self-Help Group (SHG) mem-

bers, students and Business aspirants were 
present in the event.

The interactive session, held during the 
Entrepreneurship Conference, focused on 
identifying local issues, addressing con-
cerns related to business development, 
employment and economic growth spe-
cific to the district.

Secretary Revenue, in his address, high-
lighted the collaborative initiatives being 
taken up among the Employment Depart-
ment, Mission Youth and district level 
institutions to encourage and support new 
entrepreneurs.

Emphasizing the role of district admin-
istration in pushing collaboration with 

various entities to facilitate financial sup-
port for the budding entrepreneurs, he 
asked for launching sector specific initia-
tives towards exploring potential areas for 
business growth in these areas.

Deputy Commissioner Kishtwar, on the 
occasion, provided insights into the entre-
preneurial profile of the district besides 
highlighting interventions, including estab-
lishment of Kishtwar Haat and Mission 
Youth initiatives and AVSAR scheme imple-
mentation, fostering entrepreneurship for 
youth in the district. He also detailed tour-
ism initiatives, emphasizing revival of tour-
ism sectors and providing training to youths 
of Kishtwar in mountaineering, winter and 
water sports recently. He also highlighted 
that the ITI Kishtwar and SBI RSETI have 
been roped in for conducting various train-
ing programs, enhancing skills for employ-
ment.Later, Secretary Revenue also pre-
sided over a mega public darbar and listened 
to the issues and concerns of delegations.

Prasanna Ramaswamy took stock of 
public concerns, ensuring prompt redressal 
of revenue related demands.

HT   -NEWS
Delhi Police initiates train-
ing prog for cops to adapt 
new criminal laws

 � HT News Network

New Delhi, Jan 17 (UNI) Delhi Police Academy on 
Wednesday commenced a comprehensive training 
program for its officers to adapt the new criminal 
laws- Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 2023, Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita 2023 and Bharatiya Sakshya Adhini-
yam 2023 passed by the Parliament.

The Academy, in collaboration with the National 
Law University, Dwarka, has meticulously designed 
its training modules to cover officers of all ranks, from 
Special Commissioner of Police to the Constables of 
Delhi Police in a phased manner, police said in a state-
ment.

Experts from the National Law University are con-
ducting the sessions, ensuring that officers at all 
levels are proficient in the application of the new laws, 
it added.

The four-day training module, inaugurated today 
by Delhi Commissioner of Police Sanjay Arora, will 
continue until January 20 for all officers up to SHO 
level.

Addressing the inaugural event, Sanjay Arora, under-
scored the significance of the training and urged the 
participants, including higher rank officers to embrace 
the forthcoming changes as both a challenge and an 
opportunity.

The change in laws is a paradigm shift from the 
Bhartiya “Dand” Sanhita to the Bhartiya “Nayay” 
Sanhita, he highlighted.

S.K Gautam IPS, Spl. CP/HRD, Ms Chhaya Sharma 
IPS, Spl. CP Training, Sh. Vijay Singh IPS, Director, DPA, 
and Dr. Neeraj Tiwari, Faculty of National Law Univer-
sity were also present during the event.

NCC cadets are role models 
of youth: Defence Secy

 � HT News Network 
New Delhi Jan 17 (UNI) Defence Secretary Giridhar 

Aramane hailed the National Cadet Corps (NCC) cadets 
and stated that for the country’s youth, the cadets are 
the role models who inspire them to excel in their 
respective field and contribute to nation building.

While addressing the cadets at the NCC Republic 
Day Camp at Delhi Cantt here on Wednesday, Aramane 
emphasised that the NCC, with its philosophy and 
vision, energises the youths and train them into bet-
ter citizens, an official statement said.

The objective to expand the NCC is to motivate more 
and more youth across the country to join the largest 
uniformed youth organisation and explore its benefits, 
he added.

The Defence Secretary urged the youth to shed 
mediocrity and aim high to achieve their goals, which 
inturn help the country to reach greater heights.

“The youth with lots of energy, when not properly 
directed, will end up doing anti-social activities. The 
youth has to be properly educated and should be 
given a task which is constructive and contributes to 
the nation’s economy & prosperity. NCC cadets can be 
their inspiration to achieve this objective,” Aramane 
said.

He also witnessed a cultural programme, and also 
visited the ‘Flag Area’, prepared by 17 NCC Directorates 
showcasing various social awareness schemes depict-
ed through sand models.

Jal Kalash Yatra taken out in 
Ayodhya ahead of consecration

 � HT News Network

Ayodhya (UP), Jan 17 (UNI) A Jal Kalash Yatra was 
taken by over 500 women on the second day of the 
rituals on Wednesday which started ahead of the 
consecration ceremony of Lord Ram in the grand 
temple on January 22.

The yatra started from the banks of the Saryu 
River in the morning. Carrying urns filled with sacred 
water from River Saryu, the women joyfully danced 
to the melodious songs of Lord Ram, expressing their 
deep devotion to him.

Mayor Girish Pati Tripathi coordinated the yatra 
which was led by his wife Ramalakshmi Tripathi. Over 
500 women, including Namrata Pathak, the wife of 
Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak and district 
Panchayat President Roli Singh, actively participated 
in this spiritually significant journey.

Stalin writes to EAM for 
release of TN fishermen 
arrested by Lankan Navy

Chennai, Jan 17 (UNI) Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
M.K.Stalin urged ExternalAffairs Minister Dr. S. Jais-
hankar to secure the immediate release of all the

apprehended fishermen and their fishing boats by 
the Sri Lankan Navy.He said in two back-to-back 
incidents 28 fishermen from Tamil Nadu werear-
rested ion January 15 and 16 during fishing in high 
seas on charges ofcrossing the International Maritime 
Boundary Line (IMBL).In a Demi-Official letter to Dr 
Jaishankar on Wednesday evening, Mr Stalinwith a 
sense of deep anguish, drew his attention to the 
repeatedapprehensions of fishermen and their fishing 
boats by the Sri Lankan Navy.

He said 10 fishermen who ventured into the sea on 
January 13 from theNagapattinam Fishing Harbour 
were apprehended by the Sri Lankan Navyon January 
15 along with their mechanized fishing boat.

In yet another incident, 18 fishermen from Pamban, 
Ramanathapuram alongwith their two mechanized 
fishing boats were apprehended by the Lankan Navy

on Tuesday.

Will Do Whatever Needs To Be Done As Per Law: 
Arvind Kejriwal On Probe Agency Summons
 � HT News Network

New Delhi: With the ED 
asking him to appear for 
questioning on Thursday 
after he skipped summons 
thrice in the Delhi excise 
policy case, Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal said here 
he will do whatever needs 
to be done as per law.

Sources in the Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) and the 
Delhi government, how-
ever, said on Wednesday 
that he is unlikely to appear 
before the agency as he is 
scheduled to leave for Goa 
on a three-day tour to take 
stock of party's prepara-
tions for the upcoming Lok 
Sabha polls.

Earlier, he was supposed 
to embark on a two-day 
tour of Goa from January 11 
but had to postpone it due 
to preparations for the 
Republic Day programme 
in the national capital. Mr 
Kejriwal was issued the ED 
summons last week for the 

fourth time and asked to 
appear before the agency 
on January 18.

At an event, where he 
interacted with elderly pil-
grims leaving for Dwarkad-
heesh in Gujarat, the AAP 
national convener was 
asked about the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) sum-
mons asking him to appear 
on Thursday in connection 
with the Delhi excise policy 
linked money laundering 
case.

"We will do whatever 
needs to be done according 
to the law," he told report-
ers, in response to the 
query.

Earlier in the day, Delhi 
cabinet minister Saurabh 
Bharadwaj had echoed 

similar views.
"He is clear that what-

ever he will do he will do in 
accordance with the law 
and the advice of the legal 
counsel," he told news 
agency PTI.

The 55-year-old leader 
had refused to depose 
before the ED for the third 
time on January 3, citing 
Rajya Sabha polls and 
Republic Day preparations.

Mr Kejriwal had also 
questioned the motive 
behind the ED's actions, cit-
ing legal "objections" to the 
summons and accusing the 
agency of assuming the role 
of "judge, jury and execu-
tioner".

Reacting the ED sum-
mons, Aam Aadmi Party 
leader and Delhi cabinet 
minister Gopal Rai had 
alleged that the BJP is "mis-
using" the ED to stop Kejri-
wal from campaigning for 
Lok Sabha polls. Mr Rai had 
questioned the timing of 
the Enforcement Director-
ate's summons to Kejriwal.

Mahant Rohit Shastri calls on Rana
 Learning Sanskrit will enable youngsters to access repository of knowledge: Rana

 � HT News Network
 

 JAMMU JANUARY 17- Senior BJP leader Mr Devender 
Singh Rana today said that promotion of Sanskrit language 
will enable the younger generation to access the vast 
repository of knowledge and wisdom.“Preserving and 
promotion of Sanskrit is not only to sustain the language 
deeply rooted to Indian ethos but to safeguard the cul-
tural legacy”, Mr Rana said while interacting with a del-
egation of Shri Kailakh Jyotish Avim Vedic Sanathan Trust, 
Raipur Banatalab Jammu led by its President Mahant Rohit 
Shastri here this afternoon.Lauding the tireless efforts of 
the Trust for promoting the ancient language, Mr Rana 
emphasized the societal role in making use of Sanskrit 
that will empower the people to know their past, rich 
heritage and glorious ethos. He also advocated for making it mandatory for students to learn Sanskrit so that they 

remain rooted to their heritage. Learning Sanskrit language 
will hugely help in sharpening the mind and gaining 
knowledge about the ancient texts and scriptures which 
are mainly written in this language, he added.Mahant 
Rohit Shastri presented the Annual trust Patrika "Kartavya 
Marg" and discussed various issues pertaining to heritage 
and culture and reiterated that the issue with regard to 
teaching of Sanskrit language from the sixth grade in 
schools across Jammu and Kashmir to keep children 
acquainted with the ancient scriptures—treasure trove 
of wisdom and knowledge. He hoped that this issue will 
be taken up with all the concerned, especially Lieutenant 
Governor Mr Manoj Sinha for implementation in the 
larger good of the coming generations.Mahant Rohit 
Shastri said the Trust is committed to preserve and pro-
mote Sanskrit, a language deeply rooted in ancient Indi-
an knowledge and literary tradition.

BJP Only Party With Proven Track 
Record Of Speedy Development: PM Modi

 � HT News Network

Kochi, Kerala: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi today 
said that the BJP was the 
only party in India with a 
proven track record of 
speedy development and a 
clear vision for the future.

The Prime Minister was 
speaking at a party meeting 
of around 6,000 in-charges 
of 'Shakti Kendras', each 
comprising two to three 
booth-level areas, at Marine 
Drive in Kochi.

Speaking at the event, he 
highlighted the diverse ini-
tiatives implemented by his 
government to enhance the 
well-being of citizens. He 
said according to a recent 
report, in the last nine years 
around 25 crore people have 
been pulled out of poverty 
in India.

"This indicates that the 
direction that we have 
taken for a developed nation 
is the correct one," the 
Prime Minister contended.

"The BJP is the only party 
in India with a proven track 
record of speedy develop-
ment and clear vision for 
the future," he added. The 
Prime Minister also urged 
party workers to convey to 
people that the track record 
of the LDF and UDF in Ker-
ala was synonymous with 
a history of corruption.

PM Modi also referred to 
the welcome he received 
on Tuesday on his arrival in 

the state and said that he 
was overawed by the love 
and affection the people of 
Kerala have shown to him.

He said that people 
blessed him on his arrival 
at Kochi on Tuesday and also 
on the route to the Triprayar 
Sree Ramaswamy Temple 
this morning. The Prime 
Minister was on a two-day 
visit to Kerala and would 
return to Delhi later in the 
evening.

Gangwon 2024 set to build "
a new legacy": IOC president Bach

 � HT News Network

Seoul, Jan 17 (UNI) International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) president 
Thomas Bach said the Winter Youth 
Olympic Games (YOG) Gangwon 2024 
is set to build "a new legacy" for "the 
next generation of athletes,” during 
a visit that he paid to check the prep-
aration status for Games in the Ath-
letes Village in Gangneung, South 
Korea, on Wednesday.Bach praised 
the facilities of the Village: "I'm real-
ly very, very impressed by the qual-
ity of the accommodation and what 
I am hearing from the athletes, they 
are all very happy."With two days to 
go before the Opening Ceremony, The 
IOC chief added that all is set for a 
"successful Games.""For the athletes, 
I think it's a wonderful experience to 

compete in the venues their idols have 
been competing in just six years ago 
and whom they are following. These 
young athletes are carrying this 
legacy on toward the next generation 
of athletes. So it's a true success sto-
ry," he concluded.Accompanied by 
the Chair of the Coordination Com-
mission and 2014 Olympic speed 
skating champion, Zhang Hong, Bach 
met the first group of young athletes 
in the gym of the Village Sport Com-

plex, part of the Gangneung Wonju 
National University.Bach then con-
tinued his tour inside the Village, 
where he stopped to take pictures 
with mascot Moongcho and the vol-
unteers, before visiting the Main 
Resident Centre and the Dining 
Hall."What for athletes is the most 
important is good sleep and good food 
and they all confirmed that the rooms 
are excellent, that the beds are excel-
lent and that they're enjoying the food 
very much so that there is enough 
variety," Bach said.Gangwon 2024 is 
the fourth edition of the Winter Youth 
Olympic Games, an event that - 
according to Bach - has represented 
in the past "a great stepping stone to 
success in the Olympic Games" and 
serves as evidence of "the ever-grow-
ing popularity of winter sports in 
Asia."

Seat-Sharing Talks On with 
Samajwadi Party, Says 
Congress

 � HT News Network

New Delhi: The Congress and the Samajwadi Party have 
started discussions on seat sharing, senior party leader 
Salman Khurshid said today, dispelling speculation that 
such an event may not happen in Uttar Pradesh, which 
sends 80 members to the Lok Sabha. The parties will stay 
in touch and should be able to decide on the major seats 
very soon, he told NDTV.  

Asked about the outcome of the discussion, Mr Khurshid 
said they looked into "all possibilities, probabilities, and 
winnabilities". Ajit Singh's Rashtriya Lok Dal will be includ-
ed in the alliance since it is already an ally of the Sama-
jwadi Party, he said.

"We have shared details of each seat with each other... 
I hope that the alliance happens before the (Bharat Jodo 
Nyay) Yatra reaches Uttar Pradesh," he told reporters. 
Senior Samajwadi Party leader Ram Gopal Yadav confirmed 
that the parties have made progress after the meeting 
with the National Alliance Committee in Delhi.  

"We have covered halfway distance and the remaining 
half will be covered soon," he told reporters.  
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HDFC Bank Parivartan 
Announces StartUp Grants 
for 30 Incubators

 � HT News Network 
Srinagar, Jan 17,KNT: HDFC Bank today announced that 

it will be funding 30 incubators and accelerators under 
the Parivartan Startup Grants this year. The funded start-
ups, in turn, will finance and provide mentorship to over 
100 social impact startups. 

    The incubators and accelerators will further mentor 
startups that will aim to solve sectoral challenges of 
national importance and thus contribute towards achiev-
ing United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
In its seventh edition this year, the Parivartan StartUp 
Grants is being run this year in partnership with the Atal 
Innovation Mission, the Government of India’s flagship 
initiative under NITI Aayog, to promote a culture of inno-
vation and entrepreneurship in the country.     

Ms. Smita Bhagat, Group Head – Retail Branch Banking, 
HDFC Bank said, "HDFC Bank aims to bridge the gap 
between startup founders and incubators by acting as a 
funding facilitator for government-approved startups. 
These grants have been running under our CSR brand 
Parivartan, since the last seven years, to give flight to the 
dreams of aspiring entrepreneurs in remote areas of the 
country. This year, we are delighted to partner with Atal 
Innovation Mission to support technology-based startups 
aligned with SDGs, contributing to a sustainable and 
inclusive future for India.” 

Dr Chintan Vaishnav, Mission Director, Atal Innovation 
Mission, NITI Aayog said, "The collaboration between Atal 
Innovation Mission and HDFC Bank plays a crucial role in 
advancing the innovation ecosystem through CSR. These 
grants are essential for incubators, enabling them to cul-
tivate transformative ideas that can effectively address 
issues of national importance. The Parivartan StartUp 
Grants will empower startups to implement solutions 
aimed at achieving SDG targets. I am confident that this 
partnership will lead the charge in propelling the global 
innovation ecosystem forward, fostering positive change 
on a national scale.”(KNT)

35th National Road Safety 
Month: ARTO Baramulla 
organizes Road Safety 
Awareness Program

 � HT News Network

BARAMULLA, JANUARY 17: In line with the ongoing 35th 
National Road Safety Month, the Assistant Regional Trans-
port Office (ARTO) Baramulla today organized a Road 
Safety Awareness Program at Bus Stand Sopore.
The event aimed to sensitize the general public and driv-
ers about the importance of safe driving and adherence 
to traffic rules.
During the program, more than one hundred drivers were 
educated about various road safety norms. The Assistant 
Regional Transport Officer, Muazzam Ali, emphasized the 
significance of different traffic rules and urged all stake-
holders in society to acknowledge their responsibilities 
towards better traffic management and road safety.
Ali highlighted that while changing driving behavior may 
take time, education remains the key to achieving this 
transformation. The event at Bus Stand Sopore was part 
of a broader initiative to promote responsible driving 
practices and reduce road accidents.
Meanwhile, the Motor Vehicle Department (MVD) officials 
in BaramullA also undertook a significant initiative to 
bolster road safety by distributing road safety stickers to 
motorists at various taxi stands.
Officials actively engaged with the community at Sumo 
Stand Baramulla. The campaign extended to affixing 
stickers on two-wheelers, maxi cabs, and other vehicles, 
aiming to promote safe driving practices among commut-
ers.Emphasizing the importance of adherence to road 
safety norms, the campaign targeted discouraging mobile 
phone usage while driving, along with addressing the 
risks associated with drinking and driving, overloading 
and over speeding.The ARTO Office Baramulla continues 
to play an active role in fostering a safer road environment, 
and such awareness programs contribute significantly to 
creating a culture of responsible driving within the com-
munity.Emphasizing the importance of adherence to road 
safety norms, the campaign targeted discouraging mobile 
phone usage while driving, along with addressing the 
risks associated with drinking and driving, overloading 
and over speeding.The ARTO Office Baramulla continues 
to play an active role in fostering a safer road environment, 
and such awareness programs contribute significantly to 
creating a culture of responsible driving within the com-
munity.
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VBSY: IEC Van Traverses through panchayats of block 
Rajouri &  Sunderbani in Rajouri District

 � HT News Network 

RAJOURI, JANUARY 17: The Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra (VBSY) has 
become a driving force behind the 
implementation of various govern-
ment schemes and ushering in com-
prehensive development throughout 
Rajouri district.
The ambitious initiative is strategi-
cally crafted to transform Rajouri by 
extending its reach to underserved 
areas and ensuring the effective 
execution of government programs, 
ultimately enhancing the quality of 
life for its residents.

Today, the VBSY IEC vans traversed 
through the panchayats of Kangri 
Lower, Kangri Upper, Kangri Middle, 
Lower Bhajwal-B, Palam, Charran, 
Bathuni and Muradpur-A of block 
Rajouri as well as Sunderbani. This 
strategic journey highlights the 
Yatra's commitment to reaching every 
corner of the district and ensuring 
that the benefits of government ini-
tiatives are felt at the grassroots 
level.
Central to this endeavor is an Infor-
mation, Education, and Communica-
tion (IEC) van, a dynamic mobile 
platform designed to effectively com-
municate and create awareness about 

the diverse initiatives undertaken as 
part of the Yatra. The van plays a 
pivotal role in engaging with local 

communities, imparting crucial 
knowledge, and empowering resi-
dents to avail themselves of the ben-

efits offered by government schemes.
The VBSY has recorded notable suc-
cess in the implementation of various 
government schemes in Rajouri Dis-
trict. These schemes, crafted to ele-
vate living standards and provide 
essential services, have been execut-
ed with exceptional efficiency on the 
ground. Consequently, the commu-
nity has experienced tangible 
improvements and witnessed posi-
tive changes in their daily lives.
The impact of the Yatra is evident in 
enhanced access to healthcare, edu-
cation, and basic amenities, contrib-
uting to the overall progress of Rajouri 
District. Meticulously planned and 

executed, this initiative aligns with 
the core objective of holistic develop-
ment, leaving a lasting and positive 
impact on the community.
The VBSY symbolizes progress and 
collaboration, embodying the spirit 
of Viksit Bharat Sankalp. By bringing 
government schemes to the grass-
roots level and ensuring comprehen-
sive coverage, it has created a platform 
for empowerment and upliftment. 
This transformative journey in 
Rajouri District stands as an exem-
plary model of effective governance, 
community engagement, and collec-
tive determination to build a better 
and prosperous India.

Bhupinder Kumar inspects progress on 
Jammu-Akhnoor four laning Project
 � HT News Network 

JAMMU, JANUARY 17: Secre-
tary Public Works Department (R&B), 
Bhupinder Kumar, today assessed 
status of ongoing construction works 
on Jammu-Akhnoor road widening 
during his extensive inspection of the 
vital four laning project.

Secretary was accompanied by 
General Manager NHIDCL, Director 
Finance PWD, Director Planning PWD, 
Site Engineer NHIDCL, concerned 
Tehsildars and site Engineers of NHID-
CL.

The inspection specifically 
focused on Package I and III of the 30 
Km 4-lane road widening project, 
which will ease travel to Akhnoor, 
Rajouri and Poonch districts.

Secretary visited and inspect-
ed the work sites at Bhagwati Nagar, 
Muthi, Domana, Kangrail, Akhnoor 
and other key locations on the road.

While inspecting Bhagwati 
Nagar flyover, Secretary directed the 
NHIDCL authorities to further expe-
dite work on 1.35 Km flyover and 
complete the project within stipu-
lated timeline of January 2025. This 
flyover will decongest traffic in the 
city besides addressing traffic conges-
tion in canal area.

On Muthi-Akhnoor section, 
Secretary asked the NHIDCL engineers 
to pace up the work and complete 
remaining stretches and incomplete 
bridges so that commuters can have 
safe and comfortable travel on the 
road.

He also inspected the site of 
450 meter bridge under construction 
at Akhnoor over Chenab river and was 
briefed about the project details. He 
was apprised that 7.42 Km Akhnoor 
bypass including bridge over Chenab 
is expected to be completed by March 
2025.

Bhupinder Kumar also direct-
ed NHIDCL authorities to maintain 
an effective liaison and regular com-

munication with district administra-
tion for timely redressal of issues 
concerning the execution of ambitious 
road widening project. The inspection 
specifically focused on Package I and 
III of the 30 Km 4-lane road widening 
project, which will ease travel to 
Akhnoor, Rajouri and Poonch districts.

Secretary visited and inspect-
ed the work sites at Bhagwati Nagar, 
Muthi, Domana, Kangrail, Akhnoor 
and other key locations on the road.

While inspecting Bhagwati 
Nagar flyover, Secretary directed the 
NHIDCL authorities to further expe-
dite work on 1.35 Km flyover and 
complete the project within stipu-
lated timeline of January 2025. 

DC tours Arnas area, inspects
 ongoing developmental works
 � HT News Network 

REASI, JANUARY 17: Dep-
uty Commissioner Reasi, 
Vishesh Paul Mahajan today 
undertook a comprehensive 
day-long tour of Arnas  to 
assess the progress of vari-
ous ongoing developmental 
works and mega projects in 
the area. During the tour, the 
DC  inspected the pace of 
works undertaken by  Jal 
Jeevan Mission (JJM), works 
being executed by R&B and 
the mining leases.

The DC assessed the prog-
ress of work  on the Water 
Supply Scheme (WSS) in 
Arnas, coming up at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 744.33 lakh. 
He conducted  detailed 
examination of the pipe net-
work, civil works, Dugwell 

and allied works costing Rs 
130 lakh, and 392 Func-
tional Household Tap Con-
nections (FHTCs). The DC 
also inspected the WSS 
works at Kanthan Dhar-
matha, projected at Rs 
947.46 lakh, emphasizing 
the importance of timely 
completion.

 The DC also Inspected  
Mining block and directed 

the DMO and Tehsildars to 
demarcate and ensure to put 
in place systems  to curb any 
attempt of illegal mining .

He inspected the under-
construction Degree college 
building at Dharmari and  
Narloo Bridge, issuing direc-
tives to executing agencies 
to ensure the completion of 
the works  by or before Feb-
ruary 28, 2024.

Promoting Sustainable 
Agriculture through HADP: 
Awareness camps organ-
ised in Palmar, Dachan 
Organic Clusters  

 � HT News Network 

KISHTWAR, JANUARY 17: In a significant stride 
towards promoting sustainable agricultural practices, 
the Department of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare  orga-
nized awareness camps at three organic clusters here to 
promote "Alternate Agriculture System for Sustainabil-
ity," a project initiated under the Horticulture and Agri-
culture Development Project (HADP) .

The first camp took place at Fatna Palmar, focusing 
on detailed training on organic farming methods for 
cultivating crops and vegetables.Participants were edu-
cated on the use of organic inputs, preparation of Jeevam-
ruit/Panchgavya liquid manure, composting, and other 
sustainable practices.

The event witnessed the presence of DDC Palmar, 
Tahir Masood, Chief Agriculture Officer Kishtwar, Amjad 
Hussain Malik, District Agriculture Officer Kishtwar, 
Sanjay Kumar Sharma, Manzoor Ahmed Zargar (SDAO 
Marwah) and field staff dedicated to the organic cluster 
in Khattan Fatna Palmar.

The session concluded with the distribution of 
organic components/inputs.Another two awareness 
camps were conducted in the organic clusters of Lohar-
na and Lopara at Sounder Dachhan.Similar training on 
organic cultivation techniques, use of organic inputs, and 
the preparation of Jeevamruit/Panchgavya liquid manure 
and composting was provided.

Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra Panchayat Suryachak
Rohit Kansal visits Suryachak panchayat; describes public participation as essential in nation building

 � HT News Network 
JAMMU, JANUARY 12: Central Prabhari Officer and Union 
Additional Secretary, Ministry for Textiles,  Rohit Kansal, 
today visited Panchayat Suryachak in Mandal block, under 
the ambitious public outreach programme "Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra".Secretary Planning Aijaz Asad, Deputy 
Commissioner Jammu, Sachin Kumar Vaishya, ADDC, Sher 
Singh, ACD Preeti Sharma and other senior officers, emi-
nent citizens and public representatives were present on 
the occasion.
While highlighting the significance of the yatra, Rohit 
Kansal said that the ambitious initiative aims to create 
awareness among citizens about various welfare schemes 
and seek their participation in the spirit of “Jan Bhagidari” 
to ensure 100 per cent saturation of government schemes. 
It is the largest-ever outreach initiative of Government of 
India which will ensure required services are accessible 
to all targeted and eligible beneficiaries facilitating the 
last mile delivery. .He highlighted the significant impact 
of government schemes on lives of common masses over 

the past decade, citing the success of Ayushman Bharat, 
PM Kisan, PMAY, Ujjwala, Ujala, Laadli Beti and other such 
schemes. He proudly shared that Jammu and Kashmir 
has excelled in achieving universal health coverage under 
Ayushman Bharat scheme, a unique accomplishment in 
comparison to rest of the nation.Rohit Kansal also shed 
light on transformative outcome of various historic 
schemes on lives of people while making a mention of 

direct transfer of financial assistance to bank accounts of 
farmers.He articulated that the primary objective of Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra is to create awareness in every 
corner of the nation and ensure that all eligible beneficia-
ries avail benefit government schemes. He mentioned 
about recent reports indicating that 24.8 crore people 
have risen above the poverty line, largely attributed to 
initiatives like free ration and pension schemes.
Referring to 'Amrit Kaal', the period until the centenary 
of India's Independence in 2047, Rohit Kansal maintained 
that all efforts are underway to transform the country 
into a developed nation while emphasising the indispens-
able role of public participation in this regard.Rohit 
Kansal encouraged every individual to contribute towards 
nation development by diligently performing their duties, 
protecting public amenities and adopting sustainable 
practices like water and energy conservation.Later, he 
inspected the departmental stalls aimed at raising aware-
ness about various government schemes where the 
public had the opportunity to engage with representatives 
from different departments, gaining valuable knowledge.

JJM: DDC Chairperson Ramban inaugurates 
construction of GSR Projects in Block Sangaldan

 � HT News Network 

RAMBAN, JANUARY 
17: Chairperson, District 
Development Council, Ram-
ban, Dr Shamshad Shan, 
today launched the work of 
two Ground Service Reser-
voirs (GSR) being executed 
by the Jal Shakti department 
in Block Sangaldan.

The Chairperson ini-
tiated the construction of a 
5000-gallon GSR in Kachar 
Mohalla Panchyat Famrote, 
Block Sangaldan, as part of 
the Jal Jeevan Mission 
schemes. This retrofitting 
project, being executed by 
the Jal Shakti Department 
with an estimated cost of Rs. 
5 Lakh, would  benefit 326 
households.

In addition, Dr Sham-
shad Shan inaugurated the 

construction of a 10000-gal-
lon GSR at Dar Mohalla Mov-
alkote under the District 
Plan, with an estimated cost 
of Rs. 12.34 lakh.Commend-
ing the local residents for 
their unwavering support, 
the Chairperson under-
scored the pivotal role of 
these projects in elevating 
the overall quality of life of 
the entire community. She 
reiterated the government's 
resolve to provide clean and 

safe drinking water to all 
residents, aligning with the 
objectives of the Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM).

The event witnessed 
the presence of PRIs mem-
bers, J.E Jal Shakti Depart-
ment Rakesh Kumar, along 
with field staff and local 
residents, symbolizing a col-
laborative effort towards 
achieving the shared goal of 
enhanced water infrastruc-
ture in the region.
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Rassie van der Dussen hopes
 to put in 'strong performances' at SA20 for T20 World Cup spot

R
assie van der Dussen and Ryan 
Rickelton are both hopeful the 
SA20 will serve as a launch pad 
to national selection after being 
overlooked for key series in the 

recent past.
The pair have been first off the blocks at the 

SA20, with Rickelton leading the run charts with 
scores of 87 and 98 from the first two games 
and van der Dussen smashing a 50-ball 104 at 
the weekend. It was van der Dussen's fourth 
T20 century but first in ten years and serves 
as a reminder of what he can do in this format, 
especially as an opener.

"There's a T20 World Cup later this year and 
I want to be in a position to hopefully put in 
strong performances for that," van der Dussen, 
who has only played two T20Is since August 
2022, said after his hundred in Johannesburg. 
"The last few series, I haven't been playing and 
there've been some guys who have played really 
well. The last time I played was against Australia 
where I got one or two starts but I did not really 
convert. I am realistic in the sense that maybe 
my international T20 numbers in the last year 
or two, albeit not being bad, haven't shot the 
lights out."

In his last seven T20Is, van der Dussen scored 

a total of 63 runs and has only gone past 20 once. 
Before that, he scored 1008 runs in 32 T20I in-
nings at an average of 42.00 and a strike-rate 
of 132.80 and it's those kinds of numbers he 
believes could force him into the national side. 
"I know what I can do. I know what kind of T20 
player I can be and hopefully today is the start 
of that," he said.

With no T20Is before South Africa name 
their squad to go to West Indies (where they 
will play three matches before the World Cup 
starts), white-ball coach Rob Walter indicated 
he will use the SA20 and other leagues to se-
lect his final XV and van der Dussen has lined 

up the tournaments he will use as auditions 
as best he could. "I have this SA20, then I am 
going to PSL and then we have domestic CSA 
T20, so it's going to be three to four months of 
T20 cricket and I can really focus on that," he 
said. "As a player all you can really do is put on 
the performances and put the numbers on the 

board. I am not special, I am not above anyone 
else. If it's going to be a shoot out but if they are 
going to select performances, then your name 
needs to be up there."

One of his direct competitors is his MI Cape 
Town team-mate, Rickelton, who was overlooked 
for all South Africa's squads against India this 
summer, despite being considered across for-
mats last season. There hasn't been an official 
reason given for Rickelton's omission, particularly 
in Tests where red-ball coach Shukri Conrad 
identified him as a batter he could build a side 
around, and van der Dussen's assessment was 
that Rickelton has been unlucky.

Edward Moore added to 
South Africa Test squad for 

New Zealand tour

O
pening batter Edward 
Moore has been added 
to South Africa's Test 
squad for their two-Test 
series against New Zea-

land next month. Moore is the eighth 

uncapped player named in the traveling 
group, and takes the total squad size to 15.

Moore's call-up comes after Tony 
de Zorzi became unavailable when he 
landed an SA20 deal with Durban's Super 

Giants. De Zorzi had been identified as 
an opener for the New Zealand series, 
and played in that role in the A team 
matches against West Indies, but, in 
line with CSA's directive that players 
are obliged to fulfil SA20 duties ahead of 

international cricket, he cannot 
play in the series.

With 117 first-class caps and 
an average of over 40 in red-ball 
cricket, Moore is vastly experi-
enced, albeit only at domestic 
level. This season, he has scored 
414 runs at an average of 51.57 
in the first-class competition, 
and is currently the seventh-
highest run-scorer. He is likely to 
open the batting with uncapped 
captain Neil Brand.

South Africa will depart for 
New Zealand on Friday, more 
than two weeks before the first 
Test, to give themselves time 
to familiarise with conditions 
ahead of the series. The two Tests 
are part of the 2023-2025 WTC 
cycle, where South Africa lie 
third after one series. They drew 
1-1 with India over the festive 

period with a full-strength squad. Given 
the clash with the SA20, South Africa 
have opted to send a makeshift Test side 
to New Zealand after attempts to have 
the series moved were unsuccessful.

A
ustralia captain Pat Cummins has 
been in contact with Cameron Ban-
croft and Marcus Harris to reassure 
them that they remain firmly in 
Test consideration despite being 

overlooked following David Warner's retirement.
With Steven Smith promoted to open, Cam-

eron Green returning at No. 4 against West Indies 
in Adelaide, and Matt Renshaw selected as the 
reserve batter, the other two specialist openers 
remain on the outer.

Bancroft was the leading Sheffield Shield run-
scorer last season and is in the same spot midway 
through the latest campaign, while Harris holds a 
central contract and was the reserve batter on the 
Ashes tour last year.

"Obviously private phone calls, but no real 
surprises," Cummins said in Adelaide. "We love 
what they both are doing in first-class cricket. We 
love what they bring to any side they're playing in. 

They're doing all the right things. Unfortunately, 
they both just missed out on this one. So [the] 
message was 'don't change'.

"In international cricket, there's always injuries 
or these guys [the incumbents] aren't going to be 
around forever. Marcus and Cam are still relatively 
young, as is Renners. So once that opening comes 
up at some point, any one of them we're confident 
can jump straight in and do a really good job."

When Cummins was asked after the Sydney Test 
about replacing Warner, he appeared lukewarm to 
the idea of a batting-order reshuffle but has now 
said that once the option of Smith had been seri-
ously considered, it made a lot of sense by allowing 
Green back at a more natural position for him.

Smith has spoken of not enjoying the wait to 
bat from No. 4 and while he hasn't specifically ad-
dressed whether the move will lengthen his Test 
career, he has committed to the shift not being a 
short-term solution. At training, Cummins has 

already noticed a difference.
"Seeing someone who's basically achieved 

everything in the game get really excited for 
a new challenge, you've got to entertain that," 
he said. "You can already see his mind whirring 
about how he's maybe going to go about it a bit 
differently.

"I've never seen him as happy and as energetic 
as I've seen him around the nets the last couple 
of days. He can't wait to get out there. Also think 
the new ball, maybe [there will be] a few more 
scoring options. It's something that excites him. 
So that makes sense and getting Greeny a spot 
where we think he is set up to succeed."

The retirement of Warner and Green's return 
will also see a reshuffle in the cordon with Usman 
Khawaja taking up first slip, followed by Smith and 
Mitchell Marsh, with Green in the gully where he 
has already made a considerable impression with 
a string of spectacular catches.

Cummins 
reassures 
Bancroft 
and Harris 
over Test 
futures

"I think he's been hard done by to 
not be involved in any of the 

squads against India. He's had a 
really good two to three years in all 

formats and he was in the mix earlier 
in the year and got left out.


