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South African wicketkeeper-
batter Heinrich Klaasen 

announces Test retirement
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District Administration 

Srinagar accord emotional 
adieu to outgoing DC

Aijaz Asad

NEWS BRIEF
ACB arrests a 
scientist of PCB for 
demanding & 
accepting bribe

SRINAGAR, JAN 8: J&K's Anti Cor-
ruption Bureau on Monday arrested a 
scientist in Pollution Control Board, 
Srinagar for allegedy demanding and 
accepting bribe of Rs 5,000.

ACB said they received a written 
complaint against Dr. Bilquees Ara, 
Scientist-B in State Pollution Control 
Board for demand of bribe for issuance 
of 'Consent To Operate' (CTO) for bak-
ery unit located at Industrial Estate, 
Khunmoh.

The complainant alleged that he 
had applied for CTO from Pollution 
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J&K, Ladakh to have 
four more NCC Units

JAMMU, JAN 8: The Union Territo-
ries of Jammu and Kashmir and Lada-
kh will get four more units of Nation-
al Cadet Corps.

As per the official handout, Union 
Defence Minister, Rajnath Singh on 
Monday has approved a proposal to 
raise four more National Cadet Corps 
(NCC) Units in the Union Territories of 
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.

The approval includes one Mixed 
(Boys and Girls) Army Battalion each 
at Udhampur (J&K), Kupwara (J&K) 
and Kargil (Ladakh), and one Air Squad-
ron at Udhampur (J&K).

Resultantly, in addition to the exist-
ing 27,870 cadets, the strength in J&K 
and Ladakh will increase by 12,860, 
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J&K ANTF nabs two 
smugglers with 
heroin

JAMMU, JAN 8: Jammu and Kash-
mir Anti-Narcotics Task Force (ANTF) 
on Monday arrested two persons 
with contraband of heroin from Nar-
wal area here.

As per the handout issued by the 
ANTF, two smugglers namely Mohd 
Amin of Billawar and Nasir Ali of Nakki 
Majalta Udhampur have been appre-
hended while sitting in a car from 
Narwal.

The ANTF official said that from 
their possession 260 grams of heroin 
was recovered which is a commercial 
quantity.

The ANTF had launched a crack-
down against the drug smugglers to 
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Kashmir Continues To Reel 
Under Cold Wave Conditions

 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JAN 8: There was slight respite 
from the intense cold wave conditions in 
Kashmir on Monday but the minimum tem-
peratures remained several degrees below 
the freezing point across the valley, owing 
to clear sky, MeT officials said.

Srinagar city recorded a minimum tem-
perature of minus 4.3 degrees Celsius on 
Sunday night, up from minus 5.6 degrees 
Celsius noted the previous night, the offi-
cials said.

Qazigund recorded a low of minus 4.2 
degrees Celsius, while the ski resort of 
Gulmarg in north Kashmir noted a mini-
mum temperature of 4 degrees Celsius on 
Sunday night, slightly down from the pre-
vious night, they said.

Pahalgam in south Kashmir’s Anantnag 
district, which serves as one of the base 
camps for the annual Amarnath Yatra, 
recorded a minimum temperature of minus 
5.3 degrees Celsius, up from the previous 
night’s minus 6.5 degrees Celsius, the offi-

cials said.
The minimum temperature in Kokernag 

town settled at minus 2.1 degrees Celsius 
and in Kupwara at minus 5 degrees Celsius, 

they added.
Kashmir is currently under the grip of 

“Chilla-i-Kalan”, a 40-day harsh winter 
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Amit Shah's Jammu Visit Deferred 
Due To Inclement Weather: Official

 � HT News Network

JAMMU, JAN 8: In view of prevailing 
inclement weather conditions, the sched-
uled visit of Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah has been deferred, an official here 
said on Monday.

He said Union Home Minister and 
Cooperation Minister Amit Shah was 
scheduled to visit Jammu and Kashmir on 
January 9 (Tuesday).

"During the proposed visit, he was 
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BJP chalks out election 
plans in a meeting in 

Srinagar
 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JAN 8: BJP Parliamentary Con-
stituency core group held a meeting to chalk 
out strategies for the upcoming Parliamen-
tary elections in Kashmir valley on Monday.
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Udhampur LS Constituency Achieves Near 
Saturation In ‘Viksit Bharat’ Schemes: Dr Jitendra

LG Manoj Sinha 
Inaugurates Officers’ 
Quarters Of Estates 

Department At 
Jammu

 � HT News Network

JAMMU, JAN 8: Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha
.TURN ON.....PAGE 02.

Poor Will Become Prosperous By 
2047 With Help Of Cooperative 

Societies: Amit Shah

 � HT News Network

NEW DELHI, JAN 8: Referring to the aim 
to make the country developed by 20247, 
Home Minister Amit Shah on Monday said 
that the poor will also become prosperous 
with the help of cooperative societies and 
urged all Primary Agricultural Credit Soci-
eties (PACS) to adopt the 22 different works 
linked by the government.

Shah, who chaired ‘National PACS Mega 
Conclave’ on ‘PACS as Pradhan Mantri Bhar-
tiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra’, here on Monday, 
said that model bylaws of PACS have been 
accepted by 26 states and PACS will now be 
able to function as a dairy and fishermen 
committees, able to run petrol pumps, gas 
agencies, Common Service Centres (CSCs), 
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J&K Admin Imposes Night Curfew Along 
International Border In Samba

When Poor, Farmers, Women, Youth Are Empowered, 
Country Will Become Powerful: PM Modi

 � HT News Network

NEW DELHI, JAN 8: 
Asserting that the Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra has not 
only become the journey of 
a Government but of the 
country, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Monday 
said when the poor, farmers, 
women and youth are 

empowered, the nation will 
become powerful.

Addressing the Yatra in 
various parts of the country 
via video conferencing, the 
Prime Minister said that 
under earlier Governments, 
the scope of discussions on 
agricultural policy was only 
limited to production and
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 � HT News Network

JAMMU, JAN 8: Night cur-
few has been imposed along 
the International Border (IB) in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Samba 
district to ensure better area 
domination by BSF troops and 
to foil any nefarious activities 
close to the borderline, accord-
ing to an official order.

The step was taken to pre-
vent cross-border infiltration 
and smuggling of weapons 
through drones in the extreme 
foggy weather conditions pre-
vailing along the Indo-Pak bor-
der line, said the order issued 
by District Magistrate Abhishek 
Sharma on Sunday.

According to the order, the
.TURN ON.....PAGE 02.

Hajj 2024: Soaring cost leads 
decline in application forms in J&K; 

Only 7000 applications received 
against 11500 quota

 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JAN 07: A considerable drop in 
applications for the Haj pilgrimage in 2024 has 
been attributed to the escalating costs, with only 
7000 applications received against the expected 
quota of 11500 by J&K Haj committee.

In a stark contrast, last year witnessed a robust 
14200 applications, of which 12067 pilgrims 
successfully embarked on the sacred journey.

Sources revealed that many potential pilgrims 
are turning to the more economical Umrah
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 � HT News Network

KATHUA, JAN 8: The Udhampur-Kath-
ua Lok Sabha constituency has achieved 
near saturation in all schemes, such as 
agriculture, Kisan Credit Card, PM Ujj-
wal Yojana and PM Kisan Samman Nidhi 
Yojana, being covered under the Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra, informed Union 
Minister of State (Independent Charge) 
Science & Technology; Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) Earth Sciences; MoS 
PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pen-
sions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jiten-
dra Singh here today.

Dr Jitendra Singh was speaking at a 
Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra event held at 
Panchayat Bhorthain North (Baira) in Block 

Barnoti of district Kathua district.
The Minister informed that out of 500 

odd constituencies in the country, the 
Udhampur-Kathua Lok Sabha seat
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Kashmir surpasses 
Switzerland as most 
Googled destination 

of 2023
 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JAN 08: Last year 
Kashmir surpassed Switzerland 
as the most Googled destination 
of the world, reveals the Google 
data.

As per news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO), in 2023, 
Kashmir was one among the top 
10 online searched destinations
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  Kashmir.....
period, when a cold wave sweeps the 

region and temperatures drop considerably 
leading to the freezing of water bodies as 
well as water in pipes.

The chances of snowfall are the highest 
during this period and most areas, particu-
larly the higher reaches, receive heavy 
snowfall.

A thin layer of ice formed on the surface 
of the Dal Lake here on Monday and other 
water bodies in Kashmir due to the intense 
cold wave that is gripping the region, the 
officials said.

People who live in houseboats in the Dal 
Lake had a tough time breaking the layer of 
ice over the water body to reach its banks. 
Water in pipes also freezed in several parts 
of the Kashmir valley.

Kashmir has been going through a 
prolonged dry spell and a 79 per cent 
deficit in rainfall was recorded for Decem-
ber.

No snowfall was noted in most of the 
plain areas of Kashmir, while the upper 
reaches of the valley have received lesser 
than usual amount of snow. The meteoro-
logical department has forecast mainly dry 
weather till January 12.

‘Chilla-i-Kalan’ will end on January 31. 
However, the cold conditions will continue 
with a 20-day ‘Chilla-i-Khurd’ (small cold) 
and a 10-day ‘Chilla-i-Bachha’ (baby cold). 
(Agencies)

Amit Shah's.....
scheduled to attend the Vikasit Bharat 

Sankalpa Yatra in Jammu, inaugurate 
projects worth Rs. 1379 crore, including 
the E-buses in Jammu city, and lay the 
foundation stone for projects worth Rs 
2348 crore," he said.

The official said Shah had also sched-
uled to distribute the appointment letters 
to those appointed on compassionate 
grounds.

"The Minister was also scheduled to 
undertake a review of the security and 
development of Jammu and Kashmir," he 
said, adding that the Union Minister was 
also scheduled to travel to Dera Ki Gali in 
the Poonch sector and meet the families of 
the civilians killed recently in this area.

However, in view of the prevailing 
inclement weather conditions and forecast 
thereof, the program is deferred, he stated. 
(UNI)

Poor Will Become.....
cheaper medicine shops and shops for 

distributing cheaper grains as well as able 
carry out storage work and perform 
commercial work in water management 
under Har Ghar Jal committee of the 
village.

Shah said the Modi government has 
linked 22 different works with PACS.

“I appeal all PACS to adopt all these 22 
works. It is the dream of the Modi govern-
ment to make each and every poor of the 
country prosperous by 2047 with the 
support of cooperative societies,” Shah 
said.

The Union Minister said more than 
4,400 PACS and Cooperative Societies from 
34 states and Union Territories (UTs) have 
submitted their online applications on the 
Government of India’s Department of 
Pharmaceuticals portal for this initiative, 
out of which, more than 2,300 cooperatives 
societies have already received initial 
approval and 146 of them are ready to 
function as Jan Aushadhi Kendras.

“Earlier, Jan Aushadhi Kendra was 
mostly in the cities and it would benefit the 
poor living in the cities. Through PACS, 
today even the farmers and poor living in 
villages will be able to avail cheap medi-
cines,” Shah said.

“In the last nine years, around Rs 26,000 
crore of the poor people across the country 
have been saved because of the Jan Ausha-
dhi Kendras. People in the villages will also 
benefit from this now because of the 
Ministry of Cooperation. It is a union of the 
Ministry of Cooperation and Healthcare…”

The Minister said that two lakh new 
PACS will also come up in coming years.

The conclave has been organized by the 
Ministry of Cooperation in collaboration 
with the National Cooperative Develop-
ment Corporation (NCDC).

Shah said PACS were recently allowed to 
operate Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan 
Aushadhi Kendras and these are being run 
in various states like Gujarat, West Bengal, 
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh and Northern states of the country.

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi 
Kendras (PMBJKs) provide quality generic 
medicines to people, which cost 50-90 per 
cent less than the branded medicines 
available in the open market. More than 
2,000 types of generic medicines and 
around 300 surgical items are made 
available through these Kendras to com-
mon citizens at affordable prices.

The initiative will provide new opportu-
nities to PACS for diversification and 
expansion of their economic activities, 
“leading to an increase in the incomes of 
millions of small and marginal farmers 
associated with them”. It will also help in 
creating new employment opportunities in 

rural areas.
Functioning as foundation of the 

cooperative movement in the country, 
PACS are actively serving millions of small 
and marginal farmers in rural areas, 
officials said adding that Ministry of 
Cooperation is continuously striving to 
realize Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
vision of “Sahakaar-se-Samriddhi”.

As per the Ministry of Cooperation, the 
Computerization of PACS is going on across 
the country, under which, PACS are being 
linked to NABARD through an ERP-based 
common national software.

Further, in order to diversify the 
business activities of PACS and improve 
their operational efficiency, model bylaws 
have been prepared for them. A new 
National Cooperative Database and New 
National Cooperative Policy is also being 
formulated to aid in policy-making for the 
development of the cooperative sector.

To give an impetus to the production of 
quality seeds, and organic products and 
promote exports, three new Multi-State 
Cooperative Societies for seeds, organic 
and exports have also been set up. The 
world’s largest grain storage plan in the 
Cooperative Sector is also being imple-
mented to ensure adequate storage 
capacity in the country for ensuring food 
security, under which godowns and other 
agri infrastructure are being created at the 
PACS level.

All these important initiatives will go a 
long way in strengthening PACS and 
Primary level cooperative societies, thus 
bringing prosperity to the lives of crores of 
farmers associated with them, officials 
said. (Agencies)

When Poor.....
sale, neglecting the various issues faced 

by farmers daily.
“Our Government has made all-out 

efforts to ease every difficulty of the 
farmers,” Modi said.

In his remarks, Prime Minister Modi 
also talked about the transfer of at least Rs 
30,000 to every farmer through PM Kisan 
Samman Nidhi, promotion of cooperation 
in agriculture with organisations like PACS 
(Primary Agricultural Credit Society) and 
Farmers Producer Organisation (FPO), 
increase in storage facilities and the 
“boost” to food processing industry.

The Prime Minister said that Toor or 
Arhar dal farmers can now sell their 
produce directly to the Government online, 
ensuring purchase at MSP and better prices 
in the market.

The scope of this scheme will be 
extended to other pulses also, he added.

“Our effort is that the money we send 
abroad to buy pulses should be available to 
the farmers of the country,” he said.

He reiterated that the main goal of the 
Yatra is to ensure that no deserving 
beneficiary of the Government schemes is 
left out.

Referring to the buzz about the ‘Modi ki 
guarantee’, the prime minister dwelled on 
the rationale of covering beneficiaries in a 
mission mode and also underlined the link 
between the resolution of ‘Viksit Bharat’ 
(developed Bharat) and the saturation of 
schemes coverage.

Earlier, Modi also interacted with 
beneficiaries of Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra 
via video conferencing as they hailed the 
Government initiatives.

Thousands of Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra beneficiaries from across the country 
along with Union Ministers, MPs, MLAs 
and local-level representatives joined the 
event.

Addressing the gathering, Prime 
Minister Modi noted that the Yatra com-
pleted 50 days recently and has connected 
with about 11 crore people.

“Vikas Bharat Sankalp Yatra has become 
not only the journey of the Government but 
also the journey of the country,” he said.

“‘Modi ki guarantee wali gaadi’ is 
reaching every nook and corner of the 
country. The poor people who spent their 
lives waiting to get the benefits of Govern-
ment schemes are seeing a meaningful 
change today.

“The Government is reaching the 
doorsteps of the beneficiaries and proac-
tively providing the benefits,” the Prime 
Minister said.

Along with the vehicle of ‘Modi ki 
guarantee’, government officers and 
people’s representatives are reaching the 
people, he added.

PM Modi highlighted the struggle of the 
poor, youth, women and farmers over 
many generations.

“Our Government wants the present and 
future generations to not have to live the 
life that the earlier generation lived. We 
want to get a large population of the 
country out of the struggle for small daily 
needs,” Modi said.

“Therefore, we are focusing on the 
future of the poor, farmers, women and 
youth. For us, these are the four biggest 
castes of the country. When the poor, 
farmers, women and youth are empow-
ered, the country will become powerful,” 
he said.

Since the Yatra began, 12 lakh new 

applications for Ujjwala connections were 
received along with lakhs of applications 
for Suraksha Bima Yojana, Jeevan Jyoti 
Yojana, PM SVANidhi, Modi said.

Underlining the impact of the Yatra, the 
prime minister said health checkups for 
more than two crore people have been 
carried out so far including one crore TB 
checkups and 22 lakh sickle cell checkups.

The doctors are reaching the doorsteps 
of the poor, Dalits, deprived and the tribals 
which was considered a challenge by the 
previous Governments, Modi said.

He also highlighted Ayushman Yojna 
which provides health insurance worth Rs 
5 lakhs, free dialysis for the poor and 
low-cost medicines at Jan Aushadhi 
Kendras.

“Ayushman Aarogya Mandirs built 
across the country have become huge 
health centres for villages and the poor,” he 
added.

Modi also highlighted the Government’s 
impact on women empowerment in the 
country and mentioned the availability of 
loans through the Mudra Yojna, women 
playing the roles of Bank Mitras, Pashu 
Sakhis and Asha workers.

He pointed out that 10 crore women 
have joined women self-help groups in the 
last 10 years, where more than Rs 7.5 lakh 
crore have been provided to them.

Due to this, Modi said, many sisters have 
become ‘Lakhpati Didi’ over the years.

Touching upon its success, the Prime 
Minister talked about the Government’s 
campaign to further increase the number 
of ‘Lakhpati Didis’ by two crore.

“We must perform our duties to make 
India a developed country,” Modi asserted. 
(Agencies)

LG Manoj.....
inaugurated Officers’ Quarters of Estates 

Department at Jammu, today. The accom-
modation units include 5 number of 3 BHK 
(G+2) constructed at a cost of Rs 6.16 crore.

Atal Dulloo, Chief Secretary; Alok 
Kumar, Principal Secretary Estates Depart-
ment; Anand Jain, ADGP, Jammu; Dr 
Mandeep Kumar Bhandari, Principal 
Secretary to Lt Governor; Shakti Pathak, 
DIG Jammu -Samba -Kathua Range and 
senior officers were present.

J&K Admin.....
movement of civilians has been stopped 

from from 9 pm to 6 am in one kilometre-
long strip from the IB in Samba district.

“No person or group of persons shall 
move in the area up to one kilometre along 
the International Border in district Samba 
from 2100 hours to 0600 hour during the 
night,” the DM said in the order and 
invoked Section 144 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code to impose a night curfew 
along the IB.

The instruction was issued following a 
meeting of the district-level standing 
committee where authorities of the Border 
Security Force (BSF) suggested the imposi-
tion of a daily night curfew on a one 
kilometre-long strip from the IB, enabling 
them to perform their duties more effec-
tively, the order said.

“It is felt by the district administration 
that it is expedient that the movement of 
people in border areas is regulated so that 
there is better area domination by BSF in 
border areas and nefarious designs of 
forces inimical to Indian security are 
subverted,” the DM said in the order.

In case movement is necessary, the 
person or persons are required to produce 
their respective ID cards to BSF and police 
authorities, Sharma said.

“Any person found violating the afore-
mentioned order shall be dealt with in 
accordance with law. Since it is not possible 
to serve the order individually, it is being 
issued ex-parte,” the order read.

“This order shall come into force with 
immediate effect and shall remain in force 
for a period of two months from the date of 
its issuance, if not withdrawn or rescinded 
earlier,” it added. (Agencies)

BJP chalks.....
The meeting was convened at the party’s 

Jawahar Nagar Srinagar office, during which 
members of the Srinagar Parliamentary 
Constituency Core Group gathered to 
deliberate on strategies and construct a 
comprehensive work plan in preparation for 
the upcoming parliamentary elections 2024, 
a party spokesman said.

The meeting's agenda revolved around 
crafting a detailed roadmap that emphasised 
grassroots engagement, innovative outreach 
initiatives, and the strategic utilization of 
technological advancements to effectively 
communicate the party's vision throughout 
the Srinagar constituency.

"Our concerted efforts and meticulous 
planning will shape our approach to 
representing the aspirations of Srinagar's 
populace in the upcoming parliamentary 
elections," the BJP leaders emphasized.

During the meeting the key areas 
identified during the discussions included 
community-centric programs, tailored 
voter awareness campaigns, and specific 
strategies to address localized concerns 
effectively.

The BJP reaffirms its unwavering 
dedication to serving the community, 
promoting progress and championing 
the welfare of the constituents. (UNI)

Kashmir surpasses.....
of the world.
In the list of the most Googled 

designation of the world last year, 
Kashmir stood at number six, just after 
Thailand, which got maximum 
searches than the valley.

Switzerland remains a perennial 
favourite among travelers and enthu-
siasts worldwide.

This shift in online search behavior 
highlights the curiosity of the globe-
trotters to explore the valley of 
Kashmir, which is often compared 
with Switzerland.

In the number of most Googled 
destinations of the year 2023, Vietnam 
topped followed by Goa at the second 
spot.

Bali and Sri Lanka ranked at third 
and fourth spot, respectively in the list 
of the most Googled destinations of 
the world in 2023. Thailand got the 
fifth rank followed by the valley of 
Kashmir at sixth position.

Coorg got the seventh rank for 
being Googled by maximum users last 
year followed by Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands.

Italy and Switzerland got the ninth 
and 10th rank in the list of most 
Googled destinations of the world in 
2023. Tourism in Kashmir has seen an 
uptick, with travellers increasingly 
drawn to the unique blend of natural 
beauty and historical significance the 
region offers.

Given the unique interest of people 
in exploring Kashmir, the valley last 
year has witnessed a significant 
increase in the flow of tourists.

More than two crores tourists 
visited the valley this year with the 
number of foreign arrivals too show-
ing an uptick.

Travel agents claimed the revival of 
foreign tourism this year will further 
promote Kashmir globally.

“This year, we witnessed foreign 
tourists visiting Kashmir in bulk 
numbers from countries including 
Thailand, Europe and the Gulf. Since 
winter mostly attracts tourists, we are 
hopeful to witness a further uptick in 
foreign arrivals in January, February 
and March,” said Umar Ahmad, a 
travel agent.

Hajj 2024: Soaring.....
pilgrimage due to the rising 

expenses associated with Haj. "The 
overarching factor contributing to this 
decline is the inflation affecting the 
overall affordability of the pilgrimage," 
an aspiring pilgrim told KNS.

In a bid to address the financial 
challenges faced by prospective 
pilgrims, authorities are advising 
applicants to consider opting for 
embarkation from Delhi and Mumbai, 
as these locations are expected to be 
less expensive compared to the 
Srinagar embarkation point.

To further ease the burden on 
applicants, authorities have made the 
application process free of cost since 
last year. "The initiative aims to 
support pilgrims who may later cancel 
their pilgrimage due to unforeseen 
reasons and those who are not  
selected through the qurra (lottery 
system)," sources said.

Pertinently in 2015, 2016, and 2017, 
a significant number of applicants 
(25000 to 30000) submitted their 
applications for Haj, but only around 
11000 performed the pilgrimage. This 
trend underscores the need for 
measures to ensure a more accurate 
representation of committed pilgrims 
and reduce the strain on both appli-
cants and the pilgrimage process.

An official of Hajj Committe J&K 
informed KNS that 441 applications 
have been recieved under reserved 
category for 70+ age group applicants, 
while as applications from 44 ladies 
have also been recieved who wish to 
embark the holy journey with Mehram.

As per official sources  the applica-
tion window is open until January 15, 
2024, and can be reached at www.
hajcommittee.org, for which authori-
ties are hopeful that the combination 
of free applications and alternative 
embarkation points will encourage a 
surge in interest, fostering a more 
inclusive participation in the sacred 
obligation of Haj.

Udhampur LS.....
stands out in terms of completion 

of developmental works. He said, it is 
the only constituency in the country 
which has three Centrally-aided 
medical colleges in the districts of 
Udhampur, Kathua and Doda. As far as 
implementation of welfare schemes is 
concerned, the constituency is also 

among the first.
The Minister was updated by the 

administration that while in agricul-
ture related schemes like Kisan Credit 
Card, PM Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana 
etc and PM Ujjwal Yojana, nearly 100% 
saturation has been achieved, Ayush-
man Card has achieved nearly 99% 
target and pace has been substantially 
increased for Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana which has proved to be a game-
changer by providing Pucca houses to 
those who had never dreamt of it or 
desired it.

Dr. Jitendra Singh stated that 
through the over 50-day Yatra, there 
has been a change in mindset and 
social culture, adding that previously, 
people had to go to the government 
departments and officials to get their 
work done, and seek delivery of 
services. That has been changed as it is 
now the government that has come to 
the doorsteps of citizens to serve them 
directly. This has transformed the 
existing work culture, he added.

The Minister said that people’s 
representatives are delivering services 
without any discrimination on the 
basis of caste, creed or religion. This 
has brought a positive change in social 
attitudes, psyche as well as behaviour.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said PM Vishwa-
karma Yojana has empowered artisans 
and craft persons by providing them 
financial assistance to propel their 
craft which was dying. The govern-
ment is not only offering them a 
stipend but is also providing them 
training so that their businesses 
thrive, and more youth take up the 
craft which was fetching dwindling 
returns, he explained.

In the same way, PM SVANidhi 
Yojana has come to the aid of street 
vendors who can avail loans up to ten 
thousand rupees under the scheme to 
set up businesses of their own, and live 
with dignity, said Dr. Singh. He added 
that the street vendors have now 
become an important component of 
the society, the Minister said.

ACB arrests.....
Control Board in the month of 

November 2023 and his application 
was pending with Dr. Bilquees who 
was unnecessarily delaying the 
matter.

It was further alleged that on 
January 6, the complainant visited the 
accused at PCB office and requested 
her to process his case.

"She demanded Rs. 20,000 as bribe 
from the complainant for issuance of 
CTO. However, after negotiation the 
amount was settled as Rs. 5,000," the 
complainant alleged.

The complainant chose not to pay 
bribe and instead approached Anti 
Corruption Bureau for taking legal 
action against the accused public 
servant as provided under law.

On receipt of the complaint, a case 
was registered with Police Station ACB 
Srinagar and investigation taken up.

"During the course of investigation, 
a trap team was constituted. The team 
laid a successful trap and caught the 
accused public servant red handed 
while demanding and accepting bribe 
amount of Rs. 5,000 from the com-
plainant," a statement by ACB said. 
"The money was recovered from the 
accused on spot and further investiga-
tion into the case is going on." (UNI)

J&K, Ladakh.....
which is a 46.1 percent rise, it read.
It further said that the Directorate 

currently has two Group Headquar-
ters, with a total of 10 NCC Units, 
covering all the three geographical 
regions, adding, “the expansion will 
boost the morale of the youth in the 
region, who will contribute signifi-
cantly to nation building.” (UNI)

J&K ANTF.....
wipe out the menace of drug abuse 

from society under the program Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan.

The Trap was laid by a team of P/S 
ANTF Jammu under the guidance of 
Shamsher Singh JKPS, DySP, SHO P/S 
ANTF Jammu and under overall supervi-
sion of SSP ANTF J&K, Raj Kumar.

A case has been registered and 
investigation started.

Inspector Varuneshwar Singh who 
is investigating the case shall work on 
forward/backward linkages and shall 
conduct financial investigation into 
the matter, it read

The ANTF Jammu has appealed to 
the general public, particularly the 
youth, to stay away from drugs and to 
share information regarding illicit 
drugs related activities so that strict 
legal actions may be taken against 
such drug dealers.

“The identity of the informant as 
well as whistleblower shall be kept 
confidential,” read the handout. (UNI)
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District Administration Srinagar accord 
emotional adieu to outgoing DC Aijaz Asad
Accords warm welcome to Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat as Deputy Commissioner Srinagar

SRINAGAR, JAN 08: District 
Administration Srinagar Monday 
organized an impressive function 
here at Meeting Hall of DC Office 
Complex here to bid a warm fare-
well in the honour of former 
Deputy Commissioner Srinagar, 
Mohammad Aijaz Asad who has 
been posted as Administrative 
Secretary, Planning & Monitoring 
Department and Civil Aviation 
Department.

On the occasion, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
Ud-Din Bhat who assumed the 
charge of Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Srinagar was also accorded a 
warm welcome by the Officers and 
other Staff of the DC Office Srinagar. 

Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner, Srinagar 
RTO Kashmir, Additional Deputy 
Commissioners of Srinagar, Chief 
Planning Officer, Assistant Com-
missioner Revenue, SDMs, ACD, 
Tehsidhars, all District & Sectoral 
Officers and Officials were pres-
ent on the occasion. 

While expressing their views 
on the occasion, all the Officers 
highlighted the contribution of 
outgoing DC Mohammad Aijaz 
as the Deputy Commissioner, 
Srinagar and unanimously laud-
ed his efforts in shaping Devel-
opmental initiatives taken in 
Srinagar District and in measures 
to ensure a prompt and efficient 
public delivery system.

They also underscored his tire-
less efforts and measures taken 
in mitigation of Covid-19 pan-
demic, containment of drug men-
ace, employment generation and 
infrastructure development.

They also thanked outgoing 
DC Mohammad Aijaz for bringing 
vibrancy in the Administration 
by showing keen interest in solv-
ing the public issues and guiding 
all the Officers of District Admin-
istration Srinagar. The Officers 
also enumerated the achieve-
ments made under his vibrant 

and dynamic guidance.
During the event, the District 

Administration Srinagar also 
accorded a warm welcome to Dr. 
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat on being 
posted as Deputy Commissioner 
Srinagar.

On the occasion, outgoing DC, 
Mohammad Aijaz Asad in his 
address spoke at length about the 
team spirit and the improved work 
culture in the District Administra-
tion at all levels. He advised all the 
Officers to work with a missionary 
zeal, sincerity and dedication for 

the larger interest of the public.
Mohammad Aijaz also appreci-

ated the efforts of the Officers for 
their support and cooperation dur-
ing his about 3 years stay as Dep-
uty Commissioner to make all 
developmental initiatives a success. 
He also praised the devotion, ded-
ication and professionalism shown 
by the Officer in his working.

Former DC also welcomed Dr. 
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat as Dep-
uty Commissioner Srinagar and 
hoped that District Administra-
tion Srinagar carry forward the 

will not leave any stone unturned 
in socio-economic development 
of the District under his able guid-
ance. He thanked the staff of DC 
Office Srinagar for extending full 
support during his long tenure as 
DC and He also solicited the same 
cooperation, support and under-
standing towards the incoming 
DC, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat.

While addressing the occa-
sion, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat 
said he expects complete dedica-
tion to public welfare and com-
mitment to work from all Officers 
and assured them of his full sup-
port to honest work endeavours 
aimed at prompt work disposal 
and overall development in Sri-
nagar District.   

The incoming Deputy Com-
missioner said that he was hon-
oured to take over as Deputy 
Commissioner of the historic, 
prestigious and the Capital City 
Srinagar. He also extended his 
heartfelt thanks to the outgoing 
DC Mohammad Aijaz Asad.

Others, who also spoke on the 
occasion include ADDC Srinagar 
Zahoor Ahmad Mir, RTO Kashmir, 
Syed Shahnawaz, ADC Srinagar 
Syed Shabir Ahmad, ADC Srinagar, 
Syed Ahmad Kataria, Chief Plan-
ning Officer, Mohammad Yaseen 
Lone, ACD, Syed Farooq and 
other senior Officers of the Dis-
trict Administration Srinagar.

Doordarshan Srinagar Acknowledges Outstanding Performance 
of DD News Stringers in Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra Program
SRINAGAR, DEC 08: Doordarshan 

Srinagar organized a special function to 
recognize and appreciate the commend-
able efforts of DD News stringers who 
excelled during the Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra program. The event was graced by 
esteemed Chief Guest, Director Door-
darshan News, Qazi Salman, and attend-
ed by Head of Programme Rabiya Rasool 
and News Editor Shabir Ahmad Dar.

Among the distinguished award-
ees were Arshad Nawshari, Gulzar 
Ahmad Dahal, Ishfaq Ahmad Sofi, 
Mohammad Iqbal, Sajad Ahmad 
Khanyari, Shahid Farooqi, Mohd 
Imran Sofi, Khurshid Padroo, Dawood 
Ahmad, Wahid Maqbool, Sheikh Tariq, 
Mushtaq Ahmed, outstanding per-
formance throughout the program.

During the ceremony, Director of 
News, Qazi Salman, expressed pride 
in the exceptional contributions of 
the DD News team in effectively con-
veying the welfare schemes of the 
central government to the people. He 
emphasized that the purpose of the 
Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra Program 
was to disseminate information about 
these schemes to the public and enroll 
potential beneficiaries on the spot.

Highlighting the success of the 
program, Qazi Salman stated, "It is a 
matter of pride for us that the dedi-
cated efforts of our DD News string-

ers have played a crucial role in the 
successful completion of the Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra Program."

The stringers extended their grat-
itude to the director and officials of 
Doordarshan Srinagar for recognizing 
their efforts and presenting them 
with appreciation certificates. They 
emphasized their commitment to 

continuing their role in effectively 
communicating the government's 
initiatives to the public.

The event served as a platform to 
celebrate the achievements of the DD 
News team in reaching out to the 
community and ensuring the effec-
tive implementation of the central 
government's welfare schemes.

PDD shocker for Zafran Colony, 
Pantha Chowk Sgr residents: 

Bills up to Rs 6000 shot
to consumers

SRINAGAR, JAN 08: The Power Development 
Department (PDD) Kashmir has come up with a 
monthly shocker for the residents of Achanambal 
and Zafran Colony area of Pantha Chowk Srinagar 
as power bills ranging from Rs 3500 to Rs 6000 have 
been shot to consumers for the month of December.

Irate locals of Achanambal, Zafran Colony, Pantha 
Chowk told news agency—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), that they were surprised to see the exagger-
ated bills for the December month. “We checked 
the bills online and it shows Rs 2760 as the opening 
balance and 1048 as the bill and my December bill 

shows Rs 3808 as amount due. We were the first to 
see installation of cables, digitibal meters and there 
is no chance of hooking, ” said Adil Bashir,  resident 
of Zafran Colony. “This is total injustice with us as I 
can’t afford to pay Rs 3808 power bill monthly when 
I haven’t used electricity upto this amount.  The PDD 
should instead cut my power connection.”

For Lateef Ahmed, another consumer, December 
bill is Rs 6600. “This is for the first time I have received 
the bill that shows Rs 6600 outstanding. Units con-
sumed shows 400 but bill is Rs 6600,” Lateef said 
and sought the immediate attention of PDD Chief 
Engineer and AEE Pantha Chowk.

Similarly, hundreds of consumers from Achnam-
bal and Zafran Colony, narrated the same tale. “We 
can see the opening of Rs 2760 shown to all consum-
ers, reasons best known to PDD officials,” said Sajad 
Ahmed, another frustrated consumer.

Pertinently,  Zafran Colony is fully metered and 
cabling was done four months ago while it’s adjoin-
ing area Achanambal is metered but cabling is yet 
to be done. “We urge PDD department to clear the 
confusion and end disparity. We request AEE Pantha 
Chowk and Chief Engineer PDD Kashmir to clear 
what this “opening balance” amount was all about?” 
asked elderly Ghulam Qadir.

The locals of Achanambal, Zafran Colony also 
appealed LG Manoj Sinha to intervene and direct 
the PDD officials to end the disparity.  Meanwhile, 
PDD Inspector Abdul Ahad said that there has been 
some technical error in the system. He, however, 
said that aggrieved consumers should approach 
AEE’s office at Pantha Chowk for correction of bills.

Formative assessment:
JKSCRT to conduct 

assessment upto 8th standard 
in first week of March

SRINAGAR, JAN 08: In view of the winter vacations, 
Jammu and Kashmir State Council of Educational Research 
and Training (JKSCERT) Monday said that it will conduct 
formative assessment upto 8th standard in first week of 
March instead of the previously notified date,

Under the Student Assessment and Evaluation (SA&E) 
scheme up to Class 8th, JKSCERT had notified the 
schedule and timeline for conduct of SA&ES up to Class 
8th (Elementary level) for the summer and winter zone 
schools from Academic Session 2023-24

According to the news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO) Director of JKSCERT in a communique 
said, “For the convenience of students and keeping in 
view the announcement of winter vacation in winter 
zone schools by JKUT, the Formative Assessment 
scheduled to be conducted in the last week of Decem-
ber 2023 in winter zone schools of JKUT shall now be 
conducted by the respective schools by or before ist 
week of March 2024.”

Earlier in October-2023, JKSCERT had devised a 
‘Common’ format for the recording of the formative 
assessment under the Student Assessment and Evalu-
ation (SA&E) scheme up to Class 8th.

Formative assessment is a range of formal and 
informal assessment procedures conducted by teach-
ers during the learning process in order to modify 
teaching and learning activities to improve student 
attainment.

JKSCERT had said that the council earlier had noti-
fied SA&E scheme up to class 8th for all government 
and recognised schools in accordance with the provi-
sions in National Education Policy-2020 and Right of 
Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2019. 

“Despite continuous orientation on the scheme by this 
Council, there was a continuous demand from the stake-
holders to have a common format for the recording of the 
formative assessment and result sheet thereof,” it reads.

The communique further reads, “JKSCERT accord-
ingly devised formats for; recording of formative assess-
ment, Co-curricular Component and also devised result 
sheet which for wider dissemination to concerned Schools.”

"KASHMIR UDYAMI" 
ONE DAY SEMINAR 

POSTPONED
SRINAGAR, JAN 08: The one-day seminar “ Kash-

mir Udyami” on the promotion of Micro, Small, and 
Medium Enterprises (MSME) units in the Kashmir 
Valley, organized by the Indian Chamber of Com-
merce for SC, ST, and Women Entrepreneurs (ICC-
STWE) has been postponed. 

The event was scheduled to take place on January 

9, 2024, at Tagore Hall, Iqbal Park, Wazir Bag but due 
to unforeseen circumstances, the event has been 
temporarily deferred, and a new date will be com-
municated in due course. 

“We appreciate the enthusiasm and interest 
shown by all stakeholders, and we assure you that 
the seminar will be rescheduled at the earliest 
convenience,” 

 Syed Tajamul Bukhari, Operations Manager/
Coordinator at ICCSTWE.

IGP Kashmir takes stock of security scenario at PCR Kashmir
Directed officers to uphold public safety, ensure secure environment

SRINAGAR, JAN 08: In order to 
enhance and evaluate security 
measures across the valley, the IGP 
Kashmir VK Birdi Monday con-
ducted a comprehensive security 
review meeting at PCR Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by 
DD IB Nitin Tiwari, DIG CKR Sri-
nagar Sujit Kumar, DIG SSB Sri-
nagar Imtiyaz Ismail Parray, DIG 
IR Kashmir Abdul Qayoom, SSP 
Srinagar Ashish Mishra, SSP PCR 
Shoket Hussain Shah, SSP Traffic 
City Srinagar Muzaffar Ahmad 
Shah, SSP Security Kashmir 
Sheikh Faisal and SP PC Srinagar 
Iftikhar Talib.

DIG NKR Vivek Gupta & DIG 
SKR Rayees Mohammad Bhat 
alongwith district SSPs, PDs 
attended the meeting virtually.

Besides, officers from Army, 

BSF, CRPF, CISF and SB also par-
ticipated. During the meeting, 
the participating officers briefed 
IGP Kashmir about the overall 
security scenario and the secu-
rity measures being adopted to 
counter the challenges, a police 
spokesman said in a statement 
issued to the news agency—Kash-
mir News Observer (KNO).

The discussions encompassed 
various facets, including intelli-
gence gathering, threat assess-
ments, emergency response 
protocols in view of VIP Visits and 
upcoming events like R-Day func-
tions.

The IGP Kashmir actively 
engaged with the officers, delving 
into discussions about initiatives 
aimed at maintaining law and 
order, as well as anti-terrorist 

operations within the valley.
Highlighting the importance 

of continued efforts and coordina-
tion among different forces on 
the ground, IGP Kashmir stressed 
upon strengthening collaboration 
between different law enforce-
ment agencies for seamless infor-

mation sharing and joint opera-
t ions besides, exploring 
innovative technologies to aug-
ment existing security infrastruc-
ture and response capabilities.

He urged officers to intensify 
anti-terrorist operations and take 
stringent action against indi-

viduals or organizations support-
ing anti-national activities.

Besides, directed them to 
enhance joint patrolling espe-
cially during the night hours to 
prevent any terrorist movement.

During the meeting, the IGP 
Kashmir emphasized the impor-
tance of precision and coordina-
tion, outlining strategic measures 
to address potential challenges 
and uphold the highest standards 
of security.

VK Birdi expressed confidence 
in the preparedness of the secu-
rity forces and assured the public 
of their commitment to ensuring 
a safe and secure environment, 
besides stressed the importance 
of community support in main-
taining peace and security in the 
valley.
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I informed to general public that my son's Date of birth (DOB) is 
06/04/2019.....Now I am applying for his date of birth certificate 
(DOB)if anybody have any objection in this regard He/She may file 
His /her objection in the (BDO ) office WAGOORA  within seven days 
from the publication of this notice after that no objection will be 
entertained 

Name....MOHAMMAD YOUSUF KHAN  
F/O.... ARSALLAN  YOUSUF KHAN  

R/O.... TANGWARI BALA  
Distt....BARAMULLA

DC Ganderbal reviews saturation of KCC, NSSs
 � HT News Network 

GANDERBAL, JANUARY 08: 
The District Development Com-
missioner (DDC) Ganderbal, 
Shyambir chaired a crucial meet-
ing today to assess the saturation 
status of Kisan Credit Cards (KCC) 
and National Security Schemes 
(NSSs) in the district.

The focus of the meeting was 
to strategize and expedite the 
saturation of KCC and various 
NSSs, including Pradhan Man-
tri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojna, Prad-
han Mantri Suraksha Bima 
Yojna, e-Shram, and Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna, aiming 
to benefit the farming commu-
nity in Ganderbal.

During the meeting, the DDC 
reviewed the current status of 
PM-Kisan beneficiaries' satura-

tion with KCC and issued direc-
tives for all departments to 
complete the saturation of PM-
Kisan beneficiaries with KCC 
within a week.

He emphasized the need for 
departments to activate their 
field functionaries, re-approach 
closed KCC cases, and obtain 
consent certificates from disin-
terested beneficiaries.

Underlining the significance 
of these initiatives, the DDC 
urged officers to work with 
heightened dedication, fostering 
close coordination, and acceler-
ating the registration process for 
beneficiaries.

To ensure KCC saturation, the 
ADDC was directed to coordinate 
departmental activities, assign 
responsibilities, and provide 
daily progress updates.

Simultaneously, the DDC 

reviewed the progress of Nation-
al Security Schemes and 
instructed the ACD and ALC to 
dedicate efforts towards achiev-
ing 100% saturation of Social 
Security and Beneficiary-Ori-
ented schemes in the district. 
Special emphasis was placed on 
ensuring complete coverage 
under all such schemes.

The DDC concluded the meet-
ing by urging all stakeholders to 
collaborate effectively, reaffirm-
ing the commitment to the wel-
fare of the farming community 
in Ganderbal. He said the prog-
ress in these initiatives will 
undoubtedly contribute to the 
holistic development of the dis-
trict.

Meeting was attended by 
Additional District Development 
Commissioner, Mushtaq Ahmad 
Simnani; Assistant Commis-

sioner Development Ganderbal, 
Dr Bashir Ahmad; Chief Agricul-
ture Officer, LDM, J&K Bank, ALC 
and Officers of line departments. 
Underlining the significance of 
these initiatives, the DDC urged 
officers to work with heightened 
dedication, fostering close coor-
dination, and accelerating the 
registration process for benefi-
ciaries.

To ensure KCC saturation, the 
ADDC was directed to coordinate 
departmental activities, assign 
responsibilities, and provide 
daily progress updates.

Simultaneously, the DDC 
reviewed the progress of Nation-
al Security Schemes and 
instructed the ACD and ALC to 
dedicate efforts towards achiev-
ing 100% saturation of Social 
Security and Beneficiary-Ori-
ented schemes in the district. 

HT - KASHMIR

VBSY IEC Van spurs enthusiasm in 
Anantnag's Pahalgam Block

 � HT News Network 

ANANTNAG, JANUARY 
08: The Viksit Bharat Sank-
alp Yatra (VBSY), continues 
to generate excitement 
amid remarkable progress 
in Anantnag's Block Pahal-
gam, drawing massive pub-
lic engagement during the 
VBSY IEC Van's tour to 
Dehwatoo, Yanned B, Ovoo-
ra, Veerseran, Lidroo, Bata-
koot, Mandlana, and Fris-
lana Gram Panchayats.

People also listened to the 
live address/interaction of 
Hon'ble Prime Minister 
with VBSY Participants.

The Yatra aims to raise 
awareness about a range of 
welfare schemes and 
encourage active participa-

tion under the banner of 
'Jan Bhagidari' to achieve 
complete coverage.

Beyond mere promises, 
the Yatra demonstrates 
tangible improvements, 
surpassing expectations in 
Anantnag, uniting more 

than 2.50 lakh participants 
across 335 Gram Panchay-
ats and 138 Urban local 
bodies.

In District Anantnag, the 
Yatra camps transformed 
into lively hubs, engaging 
people in events and offer-

ing on-the-spot services. 
Health camps played a cru-
cial role, screening 93,347 
individuals for prevalent 
health concerns such as TB, 
sickle cell anemia, and non-
communicable diseases.

Over 16,097 My Bharat 
volunteers and 2.28 lakh 
individuals pledged the 
transformative ‘Sankalp 
Pledge’ in District Anantnag. 
Noteworthy contributors, 
including 1,288 women, 
3,601 students, 396 local 
artists, and 397 sports per-
sonalities, received acco-
lades for their dedication.

The Yatra actively 
involved farmers through 
drone demonstrations and 
Soil Health Card sessions, 
promoting sustainable 
Natural Farming practices. 

Athar Aamir Khan assumes charge of DC Kulgam
 � Farooq Rather

KULGAM, JANUARY 08: 
Athar Aamir Khan, a 2016 
batch IAS officer today took 
over the charge as Deputy 
Commissioner, Kulgam.

Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din 
Bhat handed over charge to 
the new Deputy Commis-
sioner at mini-secretariat 
Kulgam.On his arrival, the 
incumbent DC was accord-
ed a warm welcome by 
officers present including 
ADDC, Showkat Ahmad 
Rather; ADC Viqar Ahmed 
Giri; JDP Zahid Sajjad and 
other senior officers.On 

assuming charge as DC Kul-
gam, Athar Aamir stated 
that he will carry forward 
the pace of development in 

the district and his priority 
would be prompt service 
delivery and holistic devel-
opment of the district.

Before taking over as DC 
Kulgam, Athar Aamir was 
posted as Commissioner, 
Srinagar Municipal Corpo-
ration & CEO Srinagar Smart 
City Limited. On his arrival, 
the incumbent DC was 
accorded a warm welcome 
by officers present including 
ADDC, Showkat Ahmad 
Rather; ADC Viqar Ahmed 
Giri; JDP Zahid Sajjad and 
other senior officers.On 
assuming charge as DC Kul-
gam, Athar Aamir stated 
that he will carry forward 
the pace of development in 
the district and his priority 
would be prompt service 
delivery.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD(R&B) DIVISION DOORU

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
NIT NO 38 OF R&B/Dooru/2023-24 /E-TENDERING/_EED/T-1/1940-47 DATED:_08-01-2024_

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K ,Executive Engineer PWD (R&B) Division Dooru
invited e-tenders on % age basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt. CPWD,
Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works: -

Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt (Under MH- 0059 PWD)
in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division DOORU [Tender Inviting Authority] (Name of Work to be mentioned
on the Treasury Challan / Receipt)(Refer Govt. order No. O.M No. A/24 (2017)-651 Dt 07-06-2018 (The Date of
Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date ( NIT No and Name of work/
Item No. should be mentioned on Treasury Challan) and EMD (2% of advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG
pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division DOORU (Tender receiving Authority).
2. All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of
CDR/FDR/BG. Non submission of Earnest Money/Bid Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive.
3. The 1st lowest responsive (Successful) Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the
shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division DOORU (Tender receiving authority) within 03 Days before
fixation of Contract and shall be released after successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work. Failure to
produce Performance Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor for a period of 01
Year be forwarded to Higher Authorities.
4. The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG of the successful Bidder shall be released
after receiving Performance security @5% of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be released after
successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work.
The bidders are requested to quote their rates including 18%GST .
5. The date and time of opening of Bid shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders
automatically through e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web 

Site in the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division DOORU.
6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of Opening of Technical bids.
7. The Earnest Money/Performance Security shall be forfeited If:
Any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modification in the
terms and conditions of the bid.
b) Failure of successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within specified time period before issue
of letter of intent.
c) Successful Bidder fails to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
d) If at any stage of work, the Bidder back up from the contract, again the Performance security/EMD as well as
work done claim will be forfeited.
. e ) The tenders shall be opened and allotted to Ist lowest responsive bidder only when the funds are released/
available on Beams.
8. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
a. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders
Manual Kit” on website www.jktenders.gov.in to acquaint bid submission process.
b. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information
Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved vendors.
c. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No Financial bid will be
accepted in physical form.
d. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.
e. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid.
Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.
9. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.
10. Scanned copy of cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury Challan / E-Challan in favour of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B)
Division DOORU (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) clearly
mentioning name of work and NIT No and EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division
DOORU must be uploaded with the documents of the bid. The Original Treasury Challan (Cost of Tender Document), EMD and other
relevant bid documents shall be obtained from the lowest bidder before the fixation of the Contract.
11. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create
similar BOQ manually
           SD
DIPK-14879/23                                  Executive Engineer,
 Date:08/01/2024      PWD (R&B) Division DOORU

I informed to general public that my daughter NARGIS NISAR D/O 
NISAR AHMAD NAJAR R/O KHACHWA MUQAM  Her mother's name 
is Wrongly registered as GULSHANA ARA instead of GULSHAN 
BEGEM  in Date of birth(DOB) certificate....Now I am applying for its 
correction if anybody having any objection in this regard He/She 
may file His/Her objection in the concerned authorities within seven 
days from the publication of this notice after that no objection will 
be entertained 

Name....NISAR AHMAD NAJAR  
S/O....GHULAM MOHI UD DIN NAJAR 

F/o....NARGIS NISAR 
R/O ....KACHWA MUQAM  

Block ...WAGOORA

I informed to general public that my daughter's Date of birth 
(DOB) is 03/12/2021..Now I am applying for her date of birth 
certificate (DOB)if anybody have any objection in this regard He/She 
may file His /her objection in the (BDO ) office WAGOORA  within 
seven days from the publication of this notice after that no objection 
will be entertained  

Name....MOHAMMAD ARSHID BAJAR  
F/O.... IFRA JAAN  

R/O.... LATIEF ABAD  
Distt....BARAMULLA

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir 
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD(R&B) DIVISION DOORU 

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS 
NIT NO 38 OF R&B/Dooru/2023-24 /E-TENDERING/_EED/T-1/1940-47    DATED:_08-01-2024_ 

Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K ,Executive Engineer PWD (R&B) Division Dooru 
invited  

S. 
No Name of Work 

Estimated Cost 
(Rs in Lacs) 

Cost of 
T/Doc. (in 
Rs) 

Earnest 
Money  
(In Rs) 

Time of 
Completion 

Class of 
Contractor  

1 Making Necessary Arrangements for 
Republic Day-2024 function to be held 

at  Dooru 

1.53 lacs 200 3060     2 days 
DEE Class 

only 
2 Making Necessary Arrangements for 

Republic Day-2024 function to be held 
at Mughal Garden Verinag. 

1.02 lacs 200 2040   2 days 
Dee  Class 

only 

 The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms- and     
    conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per     
    schedule of dates given below: 

 
 

S.No. 
 

Particulars 
 

Dated 

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice  08/01/2024  

 
2 

 
Period of Downloading of bidder documents 

From 08/01/2024 (4:00Pm) 
To 15-01-2024 (04:00 PM) 

3 Bid submission Start Date From 08/01/2024 (4:00 pm) 
4 Bid Submission End Date To 15/01/2024 (04:00 PM) 

 
5 

 
Date and time of opening of bid (online) 

 16/01/2024 (2:00 PM) 
In the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) 
Division DOORU. 

 
1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt (Under MH- 0059 PWD) 

in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division DOORU [Tender Inviting Authority] (Name of Work to be mentioned 
on the Treasury Challan / Receipt)(Refer Govt. order No. O.M No. A/24 (2017)-651 Dt 07-06-2018 (The Date of 
Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date ( NIT No and Name of work/ 
Item No. should be mentioned on Treasury Challan) and EMD (2% of advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG 
pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division DOORU (Tender receiving Authority). 

2. All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of 
CDR/FDR/BG. Non submission of Earnest Money/Bid Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive. 

3. The 1st lowest responsive (Successful) Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the 
shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division DOORU (Tender receiving authority) within 03 Days before 
fixation of Contract and shall be released after successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work. Failure to 
produce Performance Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor for a period of 01 
Year be forwarded to Higher Authorities. 

4. The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG of the successful Bidder shall be released 
after receiving Performance security @5% of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be released after 
successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work. 

 The bidders are requested to quote their rates including 18%GST . 
5. The date and time of opening of Bid shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders 

automatically through e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same 
Web Site in the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division DOORU. 

6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of Opening of Technical bids. 
7.  

I informed to general public that my daughter's Date of birth 
(DOB) is 30/01/2019...Now I am applying for her date of birth 
certificate (DOB)if anybody have any objection in this regard He/She 
may file His /her objection in the (BDO ) office WAGOORA  within 
seven days from the publication of this notice after that no objection 
will be entertained  

Name....MOHAMMAD ASHRAF BAJAR  
F/O.... AIMAN JAAN  
R/O.... LATIEF ABAD  
Distt....BARAMULLA

PUBLIC NOTICE

I informed to general public that my son's Date of 
birth (DOB) is 24/05/2009.....Now I am applying for his 
date of birth certificate (DOB)if anybody have any 
objection in this regard He/She may file His /her 
objection in the (BDO ) office WAGOORA  within seven 
days from the publication of this notice after that no 
objection will be entertained 

Name....MOHAMMAD YOUSUF KHAN  
F/O.... MAZIL  YOUSUF KHAN  

R/O.... TANGWARI BALA  
Distt....BARAMULLA

PUBLIC NOTICE

I informed to general public that my  Date of birth (DOB) is 
28/05/2019.....Now I am applying for  date of birth certificate (DOB)if 
anybody have any objection in this regard He/She may file His /her 
objection in the (BDO ) office WAGOORA  within seven days from the 
publication of this notice after that no objection will be entertained 

Name....NISSAIR AHMAD KHAN  
S/O.... HABIBULLAH KHAN   

R/O.... TANGWARI BALA 
Distt....BARAMULLA

PUBLIC NOTICE

I informed to general public that my  Husband  GH AHMAD 
NAJAR S/O HABIBULLAH NAJAR.   R/O AUTHOORA RESHIPORA  has 
died  on 21/22/2023.. Now I  am applying for  his death certificate.If 
anybody have any objection in this regard He/she may file his /her 
objection in the BDO office WAGOORA within seven days from the 
publication of this notice  after that no objection will be entertained 

 
Name....JANA BEGEM  

 W/O ......LATE GH  AHMAD NAJAR  
R/O...... AUTHOORA RESHIPORA    

Block ...WAGOORADistt ....BARAMULLA

PUBLIC NOTICE

Boosting MSME sector: Ramban 
Administration holds awareness 
Event on RAMP Scheme

RAMBAN, JANUARY 08: The District Industries Centre 
(DIC), Ramban, in collaboration with the District Admin-
istration, Jammu & Kashmir Trade Promotion Organization 
(JKTPO), and other Government Departments, organized 
a seminar/awareness camp here in the Conference Hall  
Ram to generate awareness about the Raising and Accel-
erating MSME's Performance (RAMP) scheme of MoMSME.

The program aimed to  broaden outreach, seek feedback 
on existing MoMSME schemes and identifying challenges 
impacting MSME sector growth, particularly in relation 
to the parameters considered in RAMP, such as disburse-
ment link indicators (DLIS).
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DC Rajouri reviews progress on Rajouri
Thanamandi-Surankote Road Project

 � HT News Network 

RAJOURI, JANUARY 08: Deputy 
Commissioner Rajouri Om Prakash 
Bhagat today convened a meeting to 
review the ongoing work on the piv-
otal Rajouri-Thanamandi-Surankote 
road project.

It is pertinent to mention here that 
this vital road serves as a lifeline for 
the Pir Panjal region, connecting the 
border district of Rajouri to the his-
toric Mughal Road, maintained by the 
Border Roads Organization (BRO). The 
Rajouri-Thanamandi-Surankote Road 
is not just a transportation corridor 
but also the shortest route to the sce-
nic Kashmir Valley.

This road intersects with the his-
torical Mughal Road at Bafliaz in 
Poonch district. It serves as a pivotal 
conduit for hundreds of tourists, pas-
senger vehicles, and trucks traveling 
to and from the Kashmir Valley, link-
ing Jammu and various parts of the 
country. This crucial infrastructure 

venture holds immense promise for 
enhancing connectivity and fostering 
development in the region, making 
the review imperative.

A comprehensive review during 
the meeting indicated that the road 
encompasses a total length of 32 kilo-
meters, and significant progress has 
already been achieved. Meanwhile, 
the Deputy Commissioner also dis-
cussed issues regarding the construc-
tion work and asked the officers to 
work in tandem to resolve the issues 
amicably.

The Deputy Commissioner, with a 
keen eye for quality and precision, 
directed the officers to steadfastly 
adhere to the prescribed specifica-
tions for the construction of the road. 
His emphasis on maintaining impec-
cable quality standards underscores 
the commitment of the administra-
tion to delivering a road that not only 
serves as a lifeline for the local popu-
lace but also stands the test of time 
in terms of durability and safety.

Furthermore, the Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the concerned depart-
ments to expedite their efforts in 
completing the roadwork, recogniz-
ing the urgency and importance of 
timely project delivery.

In conclusion, this review meeting 
provided an opportunity to assess the 
progress of the Rajouri-Thanamandi-
Surankote road project. It highlighted 
the critical role of the road as a lifeline 
for the Pir Panjal region and empha-
sized the need for maintaining high-
quality standards throughout the 
construction process.

HT - JAMMU

BJP Leaders Strategize Election Plans in 
Crucial Meeting at party Office kashmir 

 � HT News Network

Srinagar, 8 Jan 2023— Today, a pivotal 
meeting convened at the BJP Head Kashmir 
J-53 Jawahar Nagar, Srinagar.  Members of 
the Srinagar Parliamentary Constituency 
Core Group gathered to deliberate on strat-
egies and construct a comprehensive work 
plan in preparation for the upcoming par-
liamentary elections 2024.

In attendance were distinguished lead-
ers including Dr. Ali Mohammad Mir, Arif 
Raja, Mudasir wani, Adv. sajid yousuf Shah, 
Salinder Singh, Bilal Parray, Ashok Bhat, 
Shiekh Bashir, Er. sahil Bashir, Adv. Salman, 
Ashraf Azad, Gazi Ruhullah, Mohd Latief ,  
mohd. Amin shah, adil Ahmad, Er. sajad 
Reshi, ruheena shahzad each contributing 
their expertise and commitment to the 
discussions."Our concerted efforts and 
meticulous planning will shape our 
approach to representing the aspirations 
of Srinagar's populace in the upcoming 
parliamentary elections," emphasized by 
BJP leaders.The meeting's agenda revolved 

around crafting a detailed roadmap that 
emphasized grassroots engagement, inno-
vative outreach initiatives, and the strate-
gic utilization of technological advance-
ments to effectively communicate the 
party's vision throughout the Srinagar 
constituency.Key areas of focus identified 
during the discussions included commu-
nity-centric programs, tailored voter 
awareness campaigns, and specific strate-
gies to address localized concerns effec-
tively.The BJP reaffirms its unwavering 
dedication to serving the community, 
promoting progress, and championing the 
welfare of the constituents.

Vikramjit Singh chairs Investor Facilitation Meet of JKTPO
 � HT News Network 

JAMMU, JANUARY 8: Com-
missioner Secretary, Industries 
& Commerce, Vikramjit Singh, 
today chaired an Investor Facil-
itation Meet at Udhyog Bhawan, 
here to address the issues and 
concerns of the industries to 
whom land has already been 
allotted by the Government.

The agenda of the meet was 
to resolve the issues and con-
cerns of the industrialists and 
to ensure that their projects start 
the production at the earliest.

The Investor Facilitation Meet 
was organised by Jammu & 
Kashmir Trade Promotion Orga-
nization (JKTPO) for Investors 
in both the Divisions of J&K, and 
this is the eighth meet since 
March 2023.

The primary objective of the 
meet was to engage with indus-
tries who have been allocated 
the land to understand their 
challenges, and collaboratively 

devise effective solutions to 
accelerate the commencement 
of operations. It is important to 
note that 169 units with an 
investment of Rs. 7,096 crore 
have been allotted land in dif-
ferent industrial estates and are 
setting up their units at various 
stages. More than 60 Industrial-
ists from both the divisions 
participated in this meet. Some 
of the investors also joined the 
meeting virtually.

Commissioner Secretary 
appreciated JKTPO for hosting 
such sessions saying that “Focus 
of the Government is to con-
tinue the interface with those 
investors who have commenced 
the work on ground and facili-
tated resolution of their issues 
to enable commencement of 
commercial production.”

Vikramjit Singh, during the 
session, had one to one discus-
sion with investors regarding 
the issues faced by them in dif-
ferent areas such as land, pow-
er supply, change of land use, 

availing incentives & subsidies, 
infrastructure development, etc.

The meet was attended by 
Khalid Jahangir, Managing 

Director, JKTPO, Inderjeet, Man-
aging Director, SIDCO/SICOP, 
Arun Kumar Manhas, Director, 
Industries& Commerce Depart-

ment, Jammu, Khalid Majeed, 
Director Industries& Commerce 
Department, Kashmir, Imran 
Mehmood, FA/CAO, JKTPO and 

Megha Baogia, General Man-
ager, JKTPO.

Commissioner Secretary 
noted the grievances projected 
by the participants and assured 
that necessary support will be 
provided to the industries for 
smooth and hassle-free opera-
tions. The agenda of the meet 
was to resolve the issues and 
concerns of the industrialists 
and to ensure that their projects 
start the production at the ear-
liest.

The Investor Facilitation Meet 
was organised by Jammu & 
Kashmir Trade Promotion Orga-
nization (JKTPO) for Investors 
in both the Divisions of J&K, and 
this is the eighth meet since 
March 2023.

The primary objective of the 
meet was to engage with indus-
tries who have been allocated 
the land to understand their 
challenges, and collaboratively 
devise effective solutions to 
accelerate the commencement 
of operations. It is important to 

note that 169 units with an 
investment of Rs. 7,096 crore 
have been allotted land in dif-
ferent industrial estates and are 
setting up their units at various 
stages. More than 60 Industrial-
ists from both the divisions 
participated in this meet. Some 
of the investors also joined the 
meeting virtually.

Commissioner Secretary 
appreciated JKTPO for hosting 
such sessions saying that “Focus 
of the Government is to con-
tinue the interface with those 
investors who have commenced 
the work on ground and facili-
tated resolution of their issues 
to enable commencement of 
commercial production.”

Vikramjit Singh, during the 
session, had one to one discus-
sion with investors regarding 
the issues faced by them in dif-
ferent areas such as land, pow-
er supply, change of land use, 
availing incentives & subsidies, 
infrastructure development, etc.

Transportation of bovine out of 
Samba district banned

 � HT News Network 

SAMBA, JANUARY 08: District Magistrate, Samba, 
Abhishek Sharma, in exercise of the powers vested under 
Section 144 Cr.P.C. imposed restriction on transportation 
of bovine animals such as Cow, Ox, Calf, Buffalo etc. 
except with the prior permission from this office.

Since it is not possible to serve the order individually, 
it is being issued ex- parte. Senior Superintendent of 
police Samba shall ensure strict implementation of this 
order. Any person found violating this order shall be 
dealt with in accordance with law.

 This order shall come into force with immediate effect 
and shall remain in force for a period of Sixty days from 
the date of its issuance, if not withdrawn/ rescinded 
earlier.

ITI Kishtwar hosts National 
Apprenticeship Mela

 � HT News Network

KISHTWAR, JANUARY 08: The Government Indus-
trial Training Institute (ITI) Kishtwar, in collaboration 
with the District Industrial Centre, organized the Prad-
han Mantri National Apprenticeship Mela in line with 
the Prime Minister's Skill India Mission, here today.

The event saw the participation of over 80 applicants 
across 15 sectors, representing more than 10 establish-
ments and offering 15 distinct trades. The objective was 
to encourage companies to hire more apprentices, 
promoting skill development and enhancing employ-
ability across various fields such as welding, electrical 
work, fashion designing, sewing technology, computer 
operation, carpentry, and more.

Hosted by Anoop Sharma, Principal ITI Kishtwar, and 
supported by Inamul Haq and Irshad Ahmed, Senior 
Faculty of ITI Kishtwar, the one-day event enabled 
applicants to shape their careers through apprenticeship 
training.

Applicants need an 8th-12th grade pass certificate, a 
skill training certificate, an ITI Diploma, or a graduate 
degree to participate. This initiative offers young and 
aspiring individuals the opportunity to select from over 
15 trades, including welding, electrical work, fashion 
designing, sewing technology, computer operation, 
mechanical work, among others. Moreover, successful 
candidates will receive certifications recognized by the 
National Council for Vocational Education and Training, 
significantly enhancing their employability post-train-
ing.The primary aim of this program is to motivate 
companies and local establishments to engage more 
apprentices while aiding employers in identifying and 
nurturing talent through comprehensive training and 
practical skill development. The primary aim of this 
program is to motivate companies and local establish-
ments to engage more apprentices while aiding employ-
ers in identifying and nurturing talent through compre-
hensive training and practical skill development.

DM Samba orders Police verification, 
disclosure of details of tenants & hired persons

 � HT News Network 

 SAMBA, JANUARY 08: District 
Magistrate, Samba Abhishek Shar-
ma, by virtue of powers vested 
under section 144 of CPC, 1, has 
ordered all landlord(s), landowner(s) 
owner(s) of properties, owner(s) of 
business establishment, attorney 
holder(s), person(s) in charge of 
properties in any capacity (hereaf-
ter called as owners) located in 
jurisdiction of district Samba, to 
mandatory disclose details of out-
siders working in Industries/ con-
struction companies/ business 
establishments/ domestic helpers/ 
tenants (commercial and agricul-
tural) after proper police verifica-

tion.  All owners shall after the 
issuance of this order and within 
ten days of letting/ sub-letting/ 
renting out his/her/ their premises/ 
house / business establishment or 
part thereof to any tenant(s) as per 
the prescribed Declaration Form, 
to be signed by both the owner(s) 
and the tenant(s), to the concerned 
Police Station, either in person of 
by registered post addressed to the 
concerned Station House Officer 
(SHO).The owners who have already 
let / sub-let/ rented out their 
house(s)/ business establishment 
or part(s) thereof to any tenant(s) 
on any date prior to the Issuance of 
this order, shall within ten days 
after-the issuance of this order, 

submit without fail the detailed 
particulars of the outsider(s) work-
ing in Industries/ construction 
companies/business establishment 
/ domestic helpers/tenants (com-
mercial and agricultural) as per the 
declaration form to the concerned 
Police Station.It is clarified that 
individuals relating to all arrange-
ments of letting or sub-letting the 
property like Paying Guest, Tenants 
(Commercial and Agricultural) etc. 
shall also be covered by this order.

Owners who have allowed Jhug-
gi's in their lands shall also be 
required to disclose the details as 
per the declaration form.

Every SHO in district Samba shall 
conduct verification of outsiders 

working In Industries/ construction 
companies / business establishment 
/ domestic helpers/tenants (com-
mercial & agricultural) and also 
maintain a separate register for 
such purpose.Every Tehsildar, 
through the Institution of Lambar-
dar, Chowkddar and through PRI 
Members shall disseminate the 
information about this order and 
the need for mandatory disclosure 
of details of outsiders especially in 
border villages.Any person found 
violating the aforementioned order 
shall be dealt with, in accordance 
with law. Since it is not possible to 
serve the order individually, it is 
being issued ex-parte. Sr. Superin-
tendent of Police.

76 CRPF Battalion organizes 
Health Checkup camp for Channi 

Rama Residents
 � HT News Network 

JAMMU, JANUARY 08: The 
76 CRPF Battalion, in col-
laboration with J&K Health 
Department, organized a 
free medical camp under 
Civic Action Programme 
here today at Guru Ravidas 
Community Hall, Channi 
Rama.

The health camp was held 
under the guidance of Sand-
eep Khirwar, IPS IG Jammu 
Sector and Ramesh Kumar, 
DIG Jammu Range. The main 
objective of the camp was 
to reach out to the needy 
people of the area to provide 
free health care and make 
them aware about their 
health.  

In the Medical Camp, the 
Medical Officers Dr. S.Sow-
miya, 76 Battalion, CRPF and  
Dr. Neeyati Abrol, conducted 

free] medical check-ups of 
around 300 civilians and 
provided free medicines.

T.H. Khan, Comman-
dant-76 Bn inaugurated  the 
Civic Action programme and 
appealed to all people of the 
area to go for physical exer-
cises regularly to stay fit.  He 
sensitized them about 
healthy lifestyle and hygiene. 
Besides, he also elaborated 
the role of the CRPF in main-
taining a] cordial relation-
ship between locals & force.    

Mahendra Singh 2IC, 
Rajesh Kumar Yadav 2IC, 
Debu Dhakarwal, Asstt. 
Comdt.,  Rajinder Pal Singh, 
Asstt. Comdt., Insp Vishnu 
Kumar Sharma of 76 Bn CRPF 
also participated in the 
camp.The initiative drew 
positive response and was 
received well by the locals 
with the urge that CRPF to 
organize such camps.

Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra
Kathua's Mushroom Marvel: Agriculture Department's 

guidance Sparks Rural Women's Economic Triumph

 � HT News Network

KATHUA, JANUARY 08: 
In the enchanting district 
of Kathua, a heartwarming 
success story unfolded 
reflecting how the Agricul-
ture Department has taken 
center stage in transforming 
the lives of rural women.

Neelam Rani, once a 
homemaker with boundless 
dreams, steps into the spot-
light during the "Meri Kah-
ani Meri Zubani" segment 
of the ongoing Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra.

With heartfelt gratitude, 
Neelam narrates how the 
Agriculture Department's 
initiatives became the driv-
ing force behind a remark-
able journey towards eco-
nomic independence. "Our 
humble homes have become 
the epicenter of change," 
she expresses, acknowledg-
ing the unwavering support 
that the government 
schemes provided.

Neelam applauds the 
dedication of the District 

Agriculture Department, 
emphasizing their crucial 
role in the transformative 
process. "They believed in 
us when others doubted, 
turning unused poultry 
sheds into thriving mush-
room units. Their continu-
ous support has made 
Jandi village a testament to 
the impact of government 
schemes."

The self-help groups 
formed under Neelam's 
leadership become a piv-
otal part of the narrative. 
"Venturing into entrepre-
neurship with the guidance 
of the Agriculture Depart-

ment, we have become 
proud owners of mushroom 
production units. It's not 
just about mushrooms; it's 
about breaking barriers and 
redefining possibilities."

N e e l a m  p r o u d l y 
announces the establish-
ment of the district's first 
women's FPO (Farmer Pro-
ducer Organisation), a mile-
stone achieved through the 
foresight and commitment 
of the Agriculture Depart-
ment. "This is a symbol of 
women's empowerment, 
made possible by the gov-
ernment's support," she 
declares.

Awareness event on Gender equality held at Kishtwar

 � HT News Network

KISHTWAR, JANUARY 08: The Depart-
ment of Social Welfare, in collaboration 
with Mission Shakti Kishtwar, conducted 
an awareness program at SBI, RSETI cam-
pus, aimed at fostering gender sensitivity 
and promoting equality among genders. 
The event was graced by the presence of 
Director RSETI,   Vikash Sindhu, and staff 
members of RSETI.

The primary objective of this camp was 
to sensitize females about various women-
centric schemes, focusing on gender sen-
sitivity to encourage parity among genders. 

Detailed information was imparted to the 
participants regarding the services pro-
vided by the center, encompassing Legal 
Aid, Medical Aid, Police Assistance, Tem-
porary Shelter, and Psychosocial Courses 
in cases of gender discrimination.

Participants were introduced to a spec-
trum of welfare schemes offered by the 
Government of India, specifically targeting 
women. They were also provided guidance 
on the importance of gender sensitivity 
and informed about available assistance 
in situations involving gender discrimina-
tion.

The initiative by the Department of Social 
Welfare under Mission Shakti Kishtwar 
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Kashmir's Unending 
Dry Spell - Agricultural 
Woes and Tourist 
Discontent

In recent months, Kashmir has been grappling with an 
unusual climatic challenge that has significant repercus-
sions for both its agrarian sector and the tourism industry. 
The absence of snowfall and an enduring dry spell have 
created a landscape of hardships, impacting the liveli-
hoods of farmers and leaving tourists discontented.

According to the latest weather statistics, the region 
has experienced an alarming decrease in precipitation, 
with snowfall levels far below the average for this time 
of year. This deficiency in snow in upper reaches and 
no snow at all on plains is concerning for Kashmir's 
agricultural community, as the winter precipitation is 
crucial for replenishing the soil and ensuring a success-
ful spring harvest.

Farmers, who heavily rely on snowmelt for irrigation, 
are facing unprecedented challenges. The scarcity of 
water has led to reduced crop yields, threatening the 
sustenance of traditional agricultural practices that have 
been the backbone of Kashmir's economy for generations. 
This distressing situation not only jeopardizes the liveli-
hoods of farmers but also raises concerns about food 
security in the region.

Simultaneously, the dry spell has cast a shadow over 
Kashmir's tourism industry, known for its picturesque 
snow-covered landscapes during winter. The absence of 
snowfall has left tourists disheartened, as the iconic 
winter charm of the region has faded. Ski resorts, usu-
ally bustling with activity, now wear a deserted look, and 
the lack of snow-related recreational activities has damp-
ened the spirits of those seeking winter adventures.

Tourist-dependent businesses, such as hotels and 
restaurants, are experiencing a slump in revenue as visi-
tors opt for destinations with more favorable weather 
conditions. This decline not only impacts the immedi-
ate economic interests of local businesses but also 
threatens the long-term sustainability of the tourism 
sector in Kashmir.

The combination of agricultural difficulties and tourist 
discontent paints a grim picture for the region's overall 
economic health. Urgent measures are needed to address 
the water scarcity issue and support farmers through 
these challenging times. Additionally, efforts to diver-
sify the tourism offerings beyond winter-centric activities 
could help mitigate the impact on the industry.

As the region grapples with the consequences of this 
prolonged dry spell, it is crucial for policymakers to imple-
ment sustainable solutions that address the root causes 
of these challenges. The resilience of Kashmir's people 
and its unique blend of natural beauty remain, but proac-
tive measures are essential to ensure that these qualities 
endure despite the unpredictable twists of climate change.

Social Media Is A  Weapon 
Of Global Outreach

 � By MooL Raj

In the most generic sense, social 
media refers to a collection of engaging 
online applications that facilitate the 
creation, curation, and sharing of con-
tent formed by others. Though all social 
media platforms use similar features, 
yet they differ from one another in 
their designs, systems, standards, and 
client base.

It is argued that if early conflicts 
involved combat with weapons such 
as stones and sticks, contemporary 
battle is waged on a technologically 
advanced battleground wherein com-
munication via social media has 
become an unexpected, and potent 
weapon. A number of the groups are 
exploiting disinformation and phoney 
profiles to sow terror, instigate aggres-
sion, and manipulate results. It is 
argued that the unintended outcome 
of peoples’ improved accessibility is 
the deterioration of unity in society 
causing detrimental effects on social 
cohesion and greater cultural har-
mony.

Conventional conceptions of both 
conflict and peace are impacted by 5th 
Generation Warfare and postmodern-
ism. It is necessary to take a transfor-
mative approach to the definition of 
peace, where comparative and con-
textual peacebuilding techniques can 
affect how societies organise them-
selves and foster a peaceful perspective. 
While 5th Generation and Postmodern 
Warfare embrace a variety and kinds 
of conflict, involving non-kinetic force 
and soft aggression, traditional concep-
tions of security merely encompass a 
lack of physical force. Conflict in the 
5th generation war is seen as involving 
not just intra-state disputes but also 
conflicts between cultural groups that 
are carried over international borders 
and used by organisations and indi-
vidual affiliates.

Social media networks are arma-
ments because they implicitly mag-
nify whatever content that appears on 
their sites and tailor it to the people 
who would respond to it most effec-
tively employing extremely private 
information and algorithms. It is an 

established fact that political and social 
entities in Pakistan use social media 
to promote disinformation or discon-
tents, idealising combats, or specifi-
cally aiming their attacks at those most 
at risk. These indoctrinations through 
social media include the national secu-
rity apparatus, national solidarity, social 
unity, and discarding allegiance to India 
should develop clear legislation to regu-
late social media, establish an indepen-
dent authority, ensure user privacy and 
data protection, and hold platforms 
accountable for misuse of user data.

The 5th Generation warfare through 
social media has added to insecurity 
and instability in India. The dissemina-
tion of propaganda is one of the main 
uses of social media networks. This is 
essential to all other facets of digital 
planning since it gives all other types 
of material relevance and significance. 
In India, it is substantiated with evi-
dences that militant and some political 
organisations, general masses espe-
cially the youth, and non-state actors 
frequently use social networking to 
publicise the claims of their challeng-
ers and the opponents’ violations of 
human rights abuses or their wins on 
arenas, or inciting violence, or releas-
ing fake documents or the videos 
despite the fact this could involve 
deception. In the era of postmodern 
warfare through the social media, the 

culture of disagreements among polit-
ical, ethnic and different social groups 
both aims at aggressive and hostile 
behaviours that encourage confronta-
tion at the lowest level.The information 
war is becoming more prevalent as a 
result of the development of commu-
nication tools. As a result, it is crucial 
to understand how contemporary 
technologies for communiqué and info 
fit into the framework of hybrid war-
fare, where social media is a potent 
tool.By implementing various tech-
niques of adeptly combining security 
measures with financial constraints, 
hacking attempts, and propagation, 
among other things, tactical and elec-
toral objectives are achieved. Nation-
al Cyber Security Policy should  tackle 
the challenges and risks of the 5th 
Generation Warfare and to use against 
a variety of social media thuggeries, 
such as stealing money using spam-
ming or phishing, hacking elections, 
or damaging or fiddling with essential 
systems.With these policies, Acts and 
Ordinances, the involvement of social 
media in divergence and confrontation 
has been under close examination, 
especially in the wake of violent crimes 
of prominence. Despite all efforts, social 
media still active in playing out the 
conflicts, including the encouragement 
of aggression, the dissemination of 
propaganda and false information, the 

hiring of new members to militant 
organisations, and the expanding use 
of social media to silence critics.

The real threat to national security 
is from the forces that create hype and 
channelize indoctrination. In this era 
of social media, private companies 
provide propaganda services that 
people can employ which has led to a 
significant portion of this activity 
becoming professionalised. Research-
ers looked at how digital warriors 
utilise various communication tech-
niques to sway the public’s view, includ-
ing fabricating misleading or altered 
media, information-driven focusing, 
and the use of malicious strategies like 
launching disinformation initiatives 
or harassing people on the India should 
develop clear legislation to regulate 
social media, establish an independent 
authority, ensure user privacy and data 
protection, and hold platforms account-
able for misuse of user data. Combat 
disinformation, digital literacy, account 
verification, and collaboration with 
social media companies. Ensure judi-
cial oversight, public consultation, and 
international cooperation to ensure 
fair regulations. Protect freedom of 
expression while maintaining trans-
parency and a democratic process.

The author is a columnist and 
freelance writer 

Learning New Skills related to the field of Artificial 
intelligence will be a Strategic and Beneficial step

 � Vijay Garg

If studies are to be believed, a report 
from LinkedIn predicts that the skills 
required for jobs globally will change at 
least 65% by 2030 due to AI. In a joint sur-
vey of large companies, expertise in AI and 
machine learning emerged as the top two 
fastest growing job roles. Talking about 
India, in the last two years India and sim-
ilar countries have seen a doubling of job 
postings mentioning AI or Generative 
AI.Has been. Understand its importance 
from the fact that now AI training is being 
given even during school education.

In such a situation, for the youth who 
are going to graduate and are confused 
about the area of   specialization, or want 
to do ups killing or want to switch jobs, 
learning new skills related to the field of 
AI will be a strategic and beneficial step. 
What are the skills of AI? Machine Learn-

ing (ML): Expertise in ML is in high demand. 
In Deep Learning, Reinforcement Learning 
and Natural Language Processing (NLP)
This skill proves particularly useful.

While searching while writing the 
article, 16000 ML Engineer job postings 
were visible on LinkedIn and 8000 on 

Indeed. Data science requires feeding data 
into AI models. For that, data visualization, 
analysis and visualization are important 
and require experts. Cloud Computing As 
AI models become more complex, the 
ability to leverage cloud platforms for 
training and their practical use is becom-

ing increasingly important.
That's why Demand for skills has 

increased in platforms like AWS, Azure 
and GCP. Generative AI: With the advent 
of tools like ChatGPT and Dell-E2, there is 
a market for skills related to the use and 
management of generative AI models for 

creative content creation, marketing and 
product development. What roles will be 
in demand? Knowledge of programming 
languages   like Python, R and Julia will be 
required more and more. Whereas, Robotics 
and AI Engineer, Data Analyst Manager, ML 
Engineer, Data Engineer etc.The roles of 
others will become important. Along with 
this there are some emerging roles.

Business Intelligence Engineer A busi-
ness intelligence (BI) engineer is trained 
in seeing patterns and interdependencies 
in different features of a dataset. Qualifica-
tions: Educational background in engineer-
ing, computer science or related fields, 
practical experience in data analysis and 
familiarity with web-based tools required. 
AI Software Engineers The architecture of 
AI applications is usually designed by AI 
software engineers.

Ability:Bachelor's degree in related 
fields with programming and analytical 
skills is required. Whereas a certificate in 
AI or Data Science will improve job pros-
pects. Prompt Engineer/Researcher Prompt 
engineers primarily develop and refine AI 
generated text, allowing the AI   model to 
respond accurately and meaningfully to 
user instructions. 

Vijay Garg Retired Principal 
Educational Columnist Malout Punjab 
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Book Review Of "Canary's Voice" 
By Shafkat Aziz Hajam

AI regulations for patient safety and equity
Its integration into various aspects of life, including critical areas like healthcare, finance, and law, poses unique challenges

 � Aditya Sinha

The need for a robust regulatory 
framework for emerging technologies is 
exemplified by historical examples that 
reveal the risks of both overregulation and 
regulatory lag. In the late 1800s, British 
laws overly restricted automobile 
development, emphasising the danger of 
imposing stringent regulations based on 
an outdated understanding of technology. 
Similarly, the continued exposure to 
radioactivity well into the mid-20th century, 
despite early warnings about its dangers, 
illustrates the perils of slow regulatory 
response to emerging scientific knowledge. 

This historical context is highly relevant 
to the regulation of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) in modern times. AI's integration into 
various aspects of life, including critical 
areas like healthcare, finance, and law, 
poses unique challenges. The often opaque 
nature of AI algorithms, which can lead 
to biased decision-making, underscores 
the urgency for a regulatory framework 
that is both adaptive and forward-thinking. 
Particularly in healthcare, where AI has 
the potential to significantly influence 
patient outcomes and medical practices, 
ensuring transparent, ethical, and safe 
application of AI is paramount. 

Today, AI is being deployed in various 
facets of the healthcare industry. For 
instance, A recent study published in Nature 
Medicine highlighted how PANDA, an 
innovative AI model, has significantly 
advanced pancreatic cancer detection by 
accurately identifying common pancreatic 
lesions and their subtypes through routine 
non-contrast CT scans, a task previously 
unachievable by radiologists alone. It's 

built upon a substantial dataset and a 
sophisticated deep learning architecture, 
allowing for high sensitivity and specificity 
in lesion detection, outperforming 
traditional diagnostic methods. PANDA's 
ability to enhance radiologists' diagnostic 
capabilities, especially in less specialised 
settings, and its potential for early cancer 
detection and screening in asymptomatic 
individuals marks a transformative step 
in cancer diagnosis, extending its utility 
beyond pancreatic cancer to other types 
where early detection is crucial. 

However, AI is as good as the data it is 
trained on. Empirical research studies have 
revealed significant bias in AI applications 
within healthcare. A study by Obermeyer 
et al. (2019) in Science reported racial bias 
in a healthcare algorithm widely used in 
US hospitals, which systematically 
discriminated against Black patients. This 
was echoed by research demonstrating 
that the Framingham Heart Study 
cardiovascular risk score, used for decades 
in industrialised countries, showed biased 
results favouring Caucasian patients over 
African American patients, leading to 
unequal and inaccurate care distribution. 
Another study published in the Journal of 
Global Health on algorithmic biases 
emphasises that bias can emerge at any 
stage of creating algorithms, from study 
design and data collection to implementation 
and dissemination, necessitating mitigation 
strategies at each step. This study defines 
algorithmic biases as “the application of 
an algorithm that compounds existing 
inequities in socioeconomic status, race, 
ethnic background, religion, gender, 
disability, or sexual orientation and amplifies 
inequities in health systems.” 

The absence of a comprehensive 
regulatory framework to eliminate 
algorithmic bias in AI deployed in healthcare 
could lead to significant negative impacts 
on patient outcomes. Addressing this 
challenge starts with acknowledging that 
bias can infiltrate the algorithm creation 
process at any point, from study design 
to data collection and model implementation. 
To mitigate this, data science teams in 
healthcare must be diverse, including not 
just technical experts but also professionals 
from various backgrounds, such as clinicians 
who understand the nuances of clinical 
contexts. This diversity in teams can 
contribute to more balanced and equitable 
AI models. 

Furthermore, it's important to recognise 
the inherent tradeoff between algorithm 
performance and bias. Since societal 
inequities influence algorithm development, 
there is always a potential for bias. Short-

term strategies might include adjusting 
algorithms to protect disadvantaged groups, 
even if it means compromising on overall 
accuracy. This approach, while technically 
challenging, is crucial for ensuring equitable 
care. Long-term solutions require broader, 
more diverse teams and the implementation 
of checklists or safeguards throughout 
the algorithm development process. 

On a larger scale, awareness of 
algorithmic bias is growing, and efforts 
are being made to combat it through 
calibrated incentives and formal legislation. 
However, current legal measures are still 
evolving and may not fully address the 
complexity of the issue. The goal is to not 
just optimise algorithm performance but 
also to minimise bias, ideally through a 
system of checks and balances. This ongoing 
effort underscores the need for continuous 
refinement in algorithm development and 
a collaborative approach across sectors to 

harness the power of AI in healthcare 
effectively. 

Policymakers can leverage the World 
Health Organisation's framework on AI in 
healthcare by ensuring rigourous 
documentation and transparency 
throughout the AI system's lifecycle. This 
includes pre-specifying medical purposes, 
development processes, and maintaining 
records that trace the AI development steps, 
adopting a risk-based approach for 
documentation levels. Moreover, 
implementing a total product lifecycle 
approach encompassing pre-market 
management, post-market surveillance, 
and risk management strategies to address 
issues such as cybersecurity and algorithmic 
bias is crucial. 

Additionally, policymakers should 
mandate clear documentation of an AI 
system's intended use, training dataset 
details, and demographic composition. 
They must advocate for external analytical 
validation to test the system's performance 
in real-world settings, alongside clinical 
validation scaled by risk, with randomised 
clinical trials for high-risk tools. 
Emphasising data quality, privacy, and 
protection, as well as fostering engagement 
and collaboration among stakeholders, 
will ensure that AI systems are developed 
and deployed responsibly. This 
collaborative approach may facilitate 
regulatory convergence and harmonisation 
globally, adapting to the rapidly evolving 
AI landscape.

Aditya Sinha is Officer on Special 
Duty, Economic Advisory Council to 

the Prime Minister of India. He tweets 
@adityasinha004. Views are personal.

 � Rayees Ahmad Kumar

Shafkat Aziz Hajam hailing from the 
north Kashmir's border district of Kup-
wara is a noted poet of international 
repute as his poetry items are often 
carried by esteemed magazines and 
anthologies of global reputation. When-
ever any poetry competition is held at 
national or international level or poems 
are invited for submission in anthologies, 
Shafkat's poems most often get a chance 
to be featured. Not only this Shafkat 
participates in poetry recitation events 
too on varied global level plateforms. Be 
it Haiku, Limirick, Odes or simple poems, 
Shafkat's poetic prowess is acclaimed by 
literary circles.

On social media plateforms one can feel 
his poems being recited by children from 
Asian, African and even European coun-
tries. Tens of his poems have already been 
translated into many living languages of 
the globe which reflects the impact of his 
skill and thought. He is an avid poetry 
writer and has a couple of poetry collec-
tions to his credit. Presently his masterpiece 
poetry collection which is under my review 
is "Canary's Voice" published by Wular 
Publishing House Anantnag.

This collection spread over 84 pages 
mostly unfold children's Islamic poems. It 
contains 72 Islamic poems for children. It 
is pertinent to mention here that Shafkat 
mostly writes children's literature espe-
cially poems about our little chaps. The 
cover page of this beautiful collection is 
adorably designed to lure poetry lovers. In 
the foreword of this book Dr Zainul Hussain 
of Azad Narang Inter-College Bareilly UP 
writes "Shafkat Aziz Hajam from India 
Kashmir, has made a tremendous effort 
with two magnificent inking prowess in 
writing a collection of rhymes (most of 
which are Islamic).

Dr Fizza Younis from Pakistan has writ-
ten a detailed account titled "the words of 
appreciation" about this collection. She 

writes "Although I don’t know Shafkat Aziz 
Hajam on a personal level ,I know him from 
his work .And nothing speaks more about 
a person than the words they write from 
their heart". Hamida Foud, poetess and 
English language teacher from Egypt writes 
in "Words of Encouragement"- In some 
poems the Poet emphasizes the value of 
time. He deals with the blessings of Allah’s 
mercy.

He reveals how we can enjoy our lives 
when we are keen on satisfying Allah so 
that we become happy and get peace of 
mind". The poetic prowess of Shafkat gets 
unfolded in the book with it's first poem 
appearing on page 13, about remembering 
our Allah in times of joy, sorrow and every-
time and everywhere we go. He goes on 
with mini-Islamic poems like Allah is one 
and I am a Muslim. He uses simplest of his 
vocabulary just to aim at developing an 
affection and love for understanding 
Islamic concepts among the little children 
through his poetry.

These micro-poems are so nicely com-
posed that our children easily comprehend 
the message stored in them. Allah hates 
liers, Ask only Allah and A true Muslim are 
some of the poems found in the book which 
are artistically woven reflecting religious 
bent of the author. O Allah for Hajj and My 
dear teacher like many other poems of the 
book, help in inculcating moral values 
among the little school going children or 
those still enjoying the mother's sweet lap 
at home. Hate the Shaytan and Come to 
Masjid like poems would surely help our 
children to develop a love for offering 
prayers in Mosque and hate devil and 
devilish acts.

Fear Allah and Shower upon me your 
Mercy poems are in the form of a morning 
prayer composed by author which children 
can sing during their morning assembly. 
When Allah wishes, is another one making 
children believe that Rain, grain, snow and 
wind can be there only if Allah wishes and 
even a tiny straw can't change it's position 
without being ordered by one omnipotent. 
O Allah I have no Words, is a poem in which 
author has expressed his gratitude to Allah 
in the language of a child who keeps us 
away from committing sins, feeds us and 
shows us the right path.

O dear Allah you know, in this one 
Shafkat has made a reflection of child's 
innocence who never harms or hurts any-
one, never does anything wrong nor hates 
any soul. Get up early Every day and A good 

student I am, poems are in the form of 
moral lessons for children who after wak-
ing up early in the morning would make 
ablution followed by a prayer to Allah. If I 
where a bird, this one takes our children 
to the world of birds who sing different 
melodious songs early in the morning in 
nearby gardens and on tall trees, move 
anywhere they like across fields and even 
borders not restricted by the laws of land 
and enjoying fully in the world of absolute 
freedom.

This all is impossible for us being 
humans and living on the same planet 
but following the rules and laws. Singing 
Birds and O dear Butterfly, have success-
fully expressed the emotions of a child 
who possess inherent love for birds and 
flying moths like butterfly. O dear Rain-
bow, children express a special kind of 
joy and are somewhat thrilled to watch 
a Rainbow soon after the rain showers 
over the sky. They immediately move out 
of their homes to have a first glimpse of 
this seven-coloured head and tail-less 
natural phenomena. In a child's language 
author has skillfully crafted this one on 
page 66.

Let's end Strife and Read the Holy 
Quran, like poems can potentially remove 
animal instincts among children and 
make them responsible and civilized 
future citizens of the country, as ending 
strifes and reading the global message 
of peace and tranquility is the founda-
tional principle of all religions of the 
world. O dear Teacher and Come to School, 
engraves in the minds of little children 
the role played by teachers in moulding 
and shaping students and schools as the 
seats of learning and transformation. I 
am a Princess and I am a Prince, reflect 
the aspirations of four years boy and girl 
found in this poetry collection.

In the literary landscape of valley 
Shafkat Aziz Hajam stands tall for being a 
widely published and anthologized young 
poet who has received applauds and appre-
ciation from all quarters since he embarked 
on literary Odyssey. He has a unique style 
of expressing his emotions through his 
thoughts and inking them through poetry. 
I wish him all the best ahead and I hope if 
he relentlessly carries his work farward 
and through perseverance he can touch 
the skies in literary world.

Writer is a columnist hailing from 
Qazigund Kashmir
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Bilkis Bano Gangrape: SC sets aside 
remission of 11 convicts by Guj govt

 � HT News Network

New Delhi, Jan 8 (UNI) The 
Supreme Court on Monday set aside 
the Gujarat government’s decision 
to grant remission (premature 
release) to 11 convicts sentenced to 
life term for the gang rape of Bilkis 
Bano and killing her family mem-
bers during the 2002 Gujarat com-
munal riots.

A bench comprising Justice BV 
Nagarathna and Justice Ujjal Bhuvan 
held that it was not Gujarat but the 
Maharashtra government that was 
competent to pass orders as the 
trial was conducted there.

The bench said that for passing 
the remission orders, it is not impor-
tant to see the place of occurrence 
or the place of imprisonment of the 
accused, but it is important to see 
in which state the case was tried 
and the sentence was pronounced.

Ruling that since the trial was 
conducted in Maharashtra, the 
Gujarat government was not 
empowered to make such a deci-
sion. The court said it is apparent 
that the appropriate government 
had to obtain permission from the 
court before passing remission 
orders, which means the place of 
occurrence or the place of imprison-
ment of convicts is not relevant for 
remission.

The Court said, “The definition 
of appropriate government is oth-

erwise. The government intends 
that the state under whom the 
convict was tried and sentenced is 
the appropriate government.

“This emphasises the place of 
trial rather than where the crime 
took place," the court said.

It is not the government of the 
state within whose territory the 
offense has occurred that can pass 
the remission, and thus, the order 
by the Gujarat government has to 
be quashed,” the bench held.

The Gujarat government had 
granted remission to 11 accused, 
following a Supreme Court order 
passed in May 2022 by which the 
top court had allowed remission to 

an accused Radhyesham under the 
same terms and conditions.

The Supreme Court strongly 
came down upon the convict, Rad-
hyesham, for playing fraud upon 
the Court by suppressing material 
facts and getting a favorable order 
from the top court in May 2022, 
which eventually led to the release 
of all the eleven convicts.

The Court said that the May 2022 
judgment was obtained by fraud 
and therefore is not good in the eyes 
of the law.

The Supreme Court order came 
on a batch of petitions filed by Bil-
kis Bano and others challenging the 
remission granted to the convicts 

in the 2002 Gujarat communal riots. 
The 11 convicts who were granted 
remission are Jaswant Nai, Govind 
Nai, Shailesh Bhatt, Radhyesham 
Shah, Bipin Chandra Joshi, Kesarb-
hai Vohania, Pradeep Mordhiya, 
Bakabhai Vohania, Rajubhai Soni, 
Mitesh Bhatt, and Ramesh Chan-
dana.

The Gujarat government had 
applied its remission policy to 
release the convicts, though the 
trial in the case had taken place in 
Maharashtra. The state government 
and the convicts had argued that 
the remission was considered after 
the May 2022 judgment by the 
Supreme Court, which directed the 
Gujarat government to decide the 
remission of one of the convicts, 
Radheshyam Bhagwandas Shah, 
under the 1992 remission plea 
within two months.

But the top court, in its verdict 
on Monday, noted that the May 
2022 judgment came in an Article 
32 petition filed by Radhey Shyam, 
one of the convicts (respondent no. 
3), after his petition was dismissed 
by the Gujarat High Court, which 
said that the Maharashtra govern-
ment will have to consider the plea 
for remission.He then filed a remis-
sion application in Maharashtra, 
and the presiding judge of the trial 
and DGP Maharashtra gave their 
opinions on it.

AMU minority status: Sev-
en-judge SC bench to start 
hearing FROM TODAY

 � HT News Network 

New Delhi, Jan 8 (UNI) A Seven-Judge Constitutional 
Bench of the Supreme Court of India will start hearing 
from January 9 the plea of Aligarh Muslim University 
(AMU) on retaining minority institution status.

The seven-judge bench headed by Chief Justice D Y 
Chandrachud will decide on the question of whether an 
educational institution created by a parliamentary statute 
enjoys minority status under Article 30 of the Constitution. 
Other members of the bench are Justice Sanjiv Khanna, 
Justice Surya Kant, Justice JB Pardiwala, Justice Dipankar 
Datta, Justice Manoj Misra and Justice KV Vishwanathan.

Earlier, the bench consisted of Justice Sanjay Kishan 
Kaul, who retired on December 25, 2023.

In 2005, AMU reserved 50 per cent of seats in post-
graduate medical courses for Muslim candidates by claim-
ing it to be a minority institution. This was challenged in 
the Allahabad High Court and was set aside. In 2006, the 
Union government and AMU challenged the High Court's 
decision before the Supreme Court.

Later, in 2016, the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
government withdrew itself from the appeal, contending 
that it did not acknowledge the minority status of the 
University.Aligarh Muslim University had filed the petition 
through its registrar, Faizan Mustafa, with the Supreme 
Court to look into the issue of minority status to the Uni-
versity.The Supreme Court has entrusted the case to the 
Constitutional Bench comprising of Seven Judges. The 
CJI-headed bench will start hearing the arguments tomor-
row ( Jan 9) on the parameters for granting minority 
status to an educational institution under Article 30 of the 
Constitution.

Article 30 of the Constitution is - Right of Minorities to 
Establish and Administer Educational Institutions.

"Will Have To Constitute Bench": Chief 
Justice On Collegium System

 � HT News Network

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court said on Monday it will 
have to constitute a bench 
to hear a plea against the 
collegium system of 
appointment of judges to 
the top court and high 
courts.

"I will have to constitute 
a bench," Chief Justice D Y 
Chandrachud told advocate 
Mathews J Nedumpara 
tersely after the latter men-
tioned an old plea filed by 
him for urgent listing.

Mr Nedumpara referred 
to the recent interviews of 
former top court judge Jus-
tice Sanjay Kishan Kaul, 
who retired on December 
25 last year.

In an interview with the 
news agency PTI on Decem-
ber 29, Justice (retd) Kaul 
had said the National Judi-
cial Appointments Com-
mission was never given a 
chance to work, leading to 
angst in political circles and 
friction in the working of 
the collegium system of 
judges appointing judges 

to the higher judiciary.
The Narendra Modi gov-

ernment, after coming to 
power in 2014, had got 
enacted the National Judi-
cial Appointments Com-
mission (NJAC) Act.

The NJAC, tasked with 
the responsibility of mak-
ing judicial appointments, 
comprised the Chief Justice 
of India, two senior Supreme 
Court judges, the union law 
minister and two other 
eminent persons nomi-
nated by the CJI, the prime 
minister, and the Leader of 
the Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha.

However, in October 
2015, the Supreme Court 
struck down the NJAC Act 
holding it unconstitutional. 
In the interview, Justice 
(retd) Kaul said one has to 
accept there is a problem 
with the collegium system 
and it will be "unrealistic" 
to say that it is working 
smoothly.

"If people say it (collegi-
um) works smoothly, that 
would be unrealistic in a 
sense because that is not a 
fact. That is reflected by the 
number of appointments 
which remain pending. 
Even till today, certain 

names which have been 
recommended, are pend-
ing," Justice (retd) Kaul had 
said.

"We have to accept that 
there is a problem in the 
system. If we close our eyes 
to the problem, we will not 
come to a solution. You 
must acknowledge the 
problem first and then only 
you can come up with a 
solution," he had said. Jus-
tice (retd) Kaul, who was a 
member of the Supreme 
Court collegium for over a 
year, had said at present the 
collegium system is the law 
of the land and it must be 
implemented as it stands."If 
people say it (collegium) 
works smoothly, that would 
be unrealistic in a sense 
because that is not a fact. 
That is reflected by the 
number of appointments 
which remain pending. 
Even till today, certain 
names which have been 
recommended, are pend-
ing," Justice (retd) Kaul had 
said."We have to accept that 
there is a problem in the 
system. If we close our eyes 
to the problem.

Home Minister Amit Shah, Dr Mansukh Mandaviya 
Address National Mega Conclave on PACS as PMBJAK

 � HT News Network 

New Delhi Shri Amit 
Shah, Union Minister for 
Home Affairs and Coopera-
tion and Dr Mansukh Man-
daviya, Union Minister of 
Chemicals and Fertilizers 
& Health and Family Wel-
fare addressed the Nation-
al Mega Conclave on “PACS 
as Pradhan Mantri Bharati-
ya Jan Aushadhi Kendra”, 
here today. Shri B L Verma, 
Minister of State, Ministry 
of Cooperation was also 
present.The conclave was 
organised with the motto 
“Sahakar – se – Samriddhi” 
to highlight the major ini-
tiatives taken by the Min-
istry of Cooperation and 
progress achieved so far. As 
per the new model byelaws 
adopted by the Ministry of 
Cooperation, the scope of 
Primary Agricultural Cred-
it Societies (PACS) has been 
widened beyond their 
original function of dealing 
with agricultural credits in 
the grassroot level. PACS 
are now empowered to 
access many other avenues 
like opening of Jan Ausha-
dhi Kendras.Shri Amit Shah 
highlighted that “the ben-
efits of the decision to allow 
PACS to open Jan Aushadhi 
Kendras will not only be 
accessed by the cooperative 
societies but will flow down 

to the lowest strata of the 
community”. He pointed 
out that in the last 9 years, 
approximately Rs. 26,000 
crores of poor people’s 
money have been saved 
through the Jan Aushadhi 
Kendras. Generic medi-
cines are available at 
50-90% of market prices at 
these Kendras, ensuring 
affordable healthcare.

Shri Amit Shah also shed 
light on other important 
initiatives of the Union Gov-
ernment like the Ayush-
man Bharat initiative, Mis-
sion Indradhanush, Jal 
Jeevan Mission, Digital 
Health, Malaria Elimination 
Mission, TB Mukt Bharat 
Initiative etc. He said that 
these initiatives have trans-
formed the healthcare 
landscape of the country. 
He highlighted that besides 
improving healthcare 
infrastructure in the coun-
try through PM-ABHIM and 

providing free health insur-
ance for the poor through 
AB-PMJAY, the government 
has also substantially 
reduced the over-the-coun-
ter cost of buying medicines 
by the expanding the net-
work of Jan Aushadhi Ken-
dras and ensuring the avail-
a b i l i t y  o f  d i v e r s e 
high-quality medicines in 
these centres. “Medicines 
for dialysis that costs Rs. 65 
are available for only Rs. 5 
in Jan Aushadhi Kendras”, 
he stated.Addressing the 
gathering, Dr Mansukh 
Mandaviya informed that 
“in the first phase, 2,000 
Jan Aushadhi Kendras are 
planned to be opened 
through PACS”. He also 
informed that the Dept. of 
Pharmaceuticals have 
already approved more 
than 2,300 applications 
from PACS for opening Jan 
Aushadhi Kendras.

 � HT News Network
New Delhi;The maiden edition of Inland 

Waterways Development Council (IWDC) 
in Kolkata culminated with many firsts in 
an effort to ramp up capacity and augment 
viability of inland waterways of the coun-
try. The meet, chaired by the Union Min-
ister of Ports, Shipping & Waterways and 
Ayush, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal was 
attended by key stakeholders including 
ministerial representations from states as 
well as prominent stakeholders including 
policy makers and the industry leaders.

The meet, with an objective to enable 
inland waterways as conduits of econom-
ic growth and commerce in the country, 
committed an investment ₹45,000 crore 
for development of river cruise tourism in 
the country. Of this ambitious sum, an 
estimated ₹35,000 crore has been ear-
marked for cruise vessels and another 
₹10,000 crore for development of cruise 
terminal infrastructure at the end of Amrit 
Kaal, i.e. by 2047. To amp up inland water-
ways for cargo trade, an investment of 
₹15,200 crore has been arrived at the 
Global Maritime India Summit (GMIS) held 
in Mumbai in October, 2023. This is likely 
to register a growth rate of more than 400%, 
increasing the volume upto 500 Million 

Tonnes Per Annum (MTPA) by 2047. Shri 
Sonowal also launched ‘Harit Nauka’ guide-
lines and ‘River Cruise Tourism Roadmap, 
2047’ at the inaugural session of IWDC in 
Kollkata today.Speaking on the occasion, 
Shri Sonowal said, “India has been growing 
impressively under the dynamic leadership 
of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji 
since 2014. The immense potential of blue 
economy must be realised as we work 
towards becoming a leader in the Blue 
Economy of the world, a vision of Modi ji. 
The Inland Waterways Development Coun-
cil was conceived with an objective reju-
venate our rich, complex and dynamic 
waterways. From the days of yore, water-
ways has been the conduit of economic 
growth and development of human civil-
isation. However, these brilliant proven 
tracks of prosperity remained neglected 
for decades, resulting in waste.

 � HT News Network

Ayodhya, Jan 7 (UNI) In line with the 
preparations for the consecration ceremo-
ny of Lord Ram to be held on January 22, 
an increasing number of people are being 
included in the Paying Guest Scheme in 
Ayodhya. More than 500 building owners 
have been connected with it so far.

In this sequence, Commissioner Gaurav 
Dayal and District Magistrate Nitish Kumar 
presented certificates to 75 new building 
owners in the Commissioner Auditorium 
on Friday. The process of connecting new 
building owners through the scheme is 
progressing continuously.

Notably, Ayodhya Development Author-
ity's consultant Rakesh Singh and building 
owners were present during the distribu-
tion event.Commissioner Gaurav Dayal 
requested that being a resident of Ayodhya, 
everyone must provide good facilities to 
the guests. He further appealed to the 
building owners to provide the best facil-
ities to their guests, making them feel at 
home.District Magistrate Nitish Kumar 
said that by joining this scheme, everyone 
must keep the tradition of hospitality alive. 
"If we provide them with better facilities, 
our cultural relationship will strengthen, 

and more people will visit. Everyone should 
pay special attention to cleanliness and 
behave well towards guests. If we take care 
of these aspects, guests will leave with 
pleasant memories, and they are likely to 
visit again. This will not only strengthen 
building owners financially but also con-
tribute to the exchange of ideas, culture, 
and more," he said.

It is noteworthy that the Home Stay/
Paying Guest Scheme is inspired by the 
spirit of ‘Atithi Devo Bhava’, which is an 
important scheme of the UP Government 
and is being run by the Tourism Depart-
ment. Under the Paying Guest Scheme, 
building owners who have 2 to 5 addi-
tional rooms in their house can join this 
scheme and benefit from generating addi-
tional income.

HT - NATIONAL

Yogi govt issues ‘Paying Guest certification’ to 
75 new building owners in Ayodhya

India’s First Inland Waterways Development Council commits
 Rs 45,000 crore for development of River Cruise Tourism

.AAP’s RS candidate Sanjay 
Singh, ND Gupta, Swati 
Maliwal file nominations

 � HT News Network 

New Delhi, Jan 8 (UNI) The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
MPs Sanjay Singh, Narain Das Gupta and former Delhi 
Commission for Women (DCW) chairperson Swati 
Maliwal have filed their nominations for the upcoming 
Rajya Sabha elections on Monday here.

Taking to microblogging site X, the AAP extended 
wishes to the candidates who filed their nominations 
for the upcoming Rajya Sabha elections scheduled to 
be held on January 19.

“@SanjayAzadSln, @SwatiJaiHind & @AAPNDGupta 
filed their nominations for Rajya Sabha today. Wishing 
them all the strength in representing the voice of com-
mon citizens of India to the upper house,” the AAP said.

Referring to Sanjay Singh as the People's leader, the 
AAP said, "People’s leader Sanjay Singh Azad will once 
again raise the voice of public in the assembly."

Sanjay Singh, a senior Aam Aadmi party, is currently 
in jail in connection with the alleged Delhi liquor pol-
icy scam. He was arrested on October 4,2023, by the 
enforcement directorate.

The party’s Political Affairs Committee, led by its 
national convenor and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal, on Friday, nominated former DCW chief 
Swati Maliwal and renominated sitting MPs ND Gupta 
and Sanjay Singh as its candidates for the Rajya Sabha.

Maliwal resigned from the post of chief of DCW after 
the party nominated her as a candidate for the upcom-
ing Rajya Sabha elections.

Maldives row: MEA sum-
mons Maldivian envoy to 
India over derogatory 
remarks against PM Modi

 � HT News Network 

New Delhi, Jan 08 (UNI) The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) on Monday summoned Maldivian envoy 
to India Ibrahim Shaheeb on Monday and conveyed 
strong concern over remarks posted on social media 
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

As per reports, the Maldives High Commissioner was 
seen arriving at the MEA office building and leaving a 
short while later.The Ministry summoned the envoy 
amid the ongoing row between India and the Maldives 
over derogatory remarks made by Maldivian leaders 
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Lak-
shadweep.Earlier, On Monday Indian High Commis-
sioner to Maldives, Munu Mahawar held a “pre-arranged 
meeting” with Ali Naseer Mohamed, Ambassador at 
large at the Maldivian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
Male.The Indian High Commission in Maldives posted 
on X, "High Commissioner Munu Mahawar had a pre-
arranged meeting with H.E. Dr Ali Naseer Mohamed, 
Ambassador at Large, at MoFA, Maldives, today to 
discuss bilateral issues."Meanwhile, the Maldives gov-
ernment has distanced itself from the remarks made 
by its ministers. Maldivian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Moosa Zameer said that these remarks against foreign 
leaders are “unacceptable” and do not reflect the official 
position of the Maldives government. Meanwhile, the 
Maldives government has distanced itself from the 
remarks made by its ministers. Maldivian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Moosa Zameer said that these remarks 
against foreign leaders are “unacceptable” .
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DC Doda reviews functioning of 
Revenue, Rural Development departments

 � HT News Network
 

DODA, JANUARY 08: Deputy Commis-
sioner Harvinder Singh today reviewed the 
functioning of Revenue, Rural Development 
departments here in two separate meetings 
held in the conference hall of the DC office 
complex.

 Chairing a meeting of Revenue Depart-
ment officials, he assessed the progress 
achieved in the digitization of land records, 
scanning, and digitization of massavi in 
different areas, as well as the reconstruction 
of damaged massavi. The meeting also 
addressed issues such as land acquisition 
for National Highways, mutation pen-
dency, online services, construction of 
patwarkhana and tehsil offices, domicile 
certificate status, and eviction of encroach-
ment on forest and state lands.

Deputy Commissioner Harvinder Singh 
issued several directives in the meeting.  
He instructed the ACR   to constitute an 
expert team of patwaris for massavi rec-
reation.

The DC asked for meticulous verification 
and identification process for issuing domi-
cile certificates. Furthermore, he directed 
ACR and tehsildars to resolve all revenue-
related cases pending from the past five 
years within one month. The meeting 
concluded with strict directives regarding 
encroachment, instructing officers to 
remove structures on government land 

and ensure proper fencing for all state-
owned lands.

 Meanwhile, the Deputy Commissioner 
presided over a crucial meeting   to address 
key issues regarding the developmental 
activities in Rural areas. The meeting 
focused on fund expenditure in the blocks 
and status of the projects taken up under 
different schemes. The DC   directed the 
ACD Doda to form a committee to ensure   
proper utilization of funds.

A significant portion of the meeting 

focused on the execution of works in the 
education sector. Block-wise assessment 
and expenditures related to education 
sector projects was reviewed. The ACD 
provided a comprehensive overview of 
expenditure status across various sectors, 
urging BDOs to accelerate execution works 
without delay.

The meeting delved into repair and 
renovation works, particularly addressing 
damage to old government buildings. The 
status of projects under schemes like 

MNREGA, PMAY, and Amrit Sarovar was 
meticulously reviewed. The DC emphasized 
the timely payment of wages, discussed 
Aadhar card seeding, and directed officers 
to resolve PMAY scheme cases promptly. 
The meeting also touched upon job card 
issues and progress under the Unnati proj-
ect.

In a separate segment, the DC high-
lighted the importance of proper assess-
ment for material procurement and dis-
cussed the target status for Amrit Sarovar 
projects. Land-related issues for Amrit 
Sarovar construction were addressed, with 
instructions given to inform the concerned 
tehsildar for land provision. The meeting 
concluded with a review of physical and 
financial progress across various works 
under RDD.

The meeting covered progress and chal-
lenges under the District Capex Budget, 
MGNREGA, PMAY-G, Unnati project with 
RSETI, Amritsarovars, CD&PYT, ABDP/APDP, 
tribal development, SBM, door-to-door 
collection, PM Vishwakarma, and MPLAD. 
These discussions aimed at ensuring a 
comprehensive understanding of the dis-
trict's development landscape and address-
ing issues for effective implementation of 
various projects.

The meeting was attended by ACD Doda 
Phulial Singh, DPO/Incharge DIO Doda Suraj 
Singh, BDOs and representatives of con-
cerned departments.

HT   -NEWS
Mohd Ashraf Bhat assumes 
charge as ADDC Bandipora

 � HT News Network

BANDIPORA, JANUARY 08: Mohd Ashraf Bhat on 
Tuesday officially assumed the charge as the Addi-
tional District Development Commissioner (ADDC) of 
Bandipora.

The ADDC received a vibrant welcome from the 
officers and officials of the district administration.

While taking the responsibilities of ADDC, Bhat 
expressed his commitment to enhance developmen-
tal initiatives and efficient governance in the Bandi-
pora district.

On the occasion, senior officers of district admin-
istration were present besides officials from different 
departments were also present to welcome Moham-
mad Ashraf Bhat.

SDM Kangan reviews 
arrangements for Republic 
Day celebration

 � HT News Network

GANDERBAL, JANUARY 08: The Sub Divisional 
Magistrate (SDM) Kangan, Javid Ahmad Rather today 
convened a meeting of concerned officers to review 
the arrangements being put in place by different 
departments for smooth celebration of Republic Day, 
2024 in the subdivision.

SDM impressed upon all the officers to ensure all 
arrangements are made well in advance.

He directed ZEO to make necessary arrangements 
and prepare students of schools from subdivision for 
cultural programs on patriotic themes and also show-
case local culture on the Republic Day.

He impressed upon the officers to work in coordi-
nated manner so that all arrangements are ensured 
well on time.

The meeting was attended by Tehsildar Kangan, 
Executive Engineer R&B, SDPO Kangan and other 
sectoral officers.

Distt Admin Ganderbal 
launches massive User 
Charge Collection Drive for 
SWM

 � HT News Network

GANDERBAL, JANUARY 08: In a concerted effort to 
ensure the effective implementation of Solid Waste 
Management (SWM) in the Panchayats of district, the 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Ganderbal, Shyambir 
called upon all sections of society to rally behind the 
district administration's initiatives.For the compre-
hensive and vast involvement of the area and for 
effective management of various aspects of SWM, the 
DC emphasized that the district administration has 
engaged agencies for waste collection, segregation, 
and final disposition.To ensure uniformity in user 
charge collection across the district, officers have been 
deployed at the Panchayat level, designated as ‘Sanita-
tion Mentors.’ Their role is crucial in overseeing that 
fee collection is meticulously carried out, and the 
public is urged to pay the specified charges set by the 
administration.Additionally, Block Development 
Officers (BDOs) are instructed to nominate an official 
for each Panchayat, collaborating with the ‘Sanitation 
Mentors.’ These nominated officials will be respon-
sible for record-keeping and all documentation, includ-
ing fee collection within their respective Panchayats.

Assistant Commissioner Ganderbal, Dr Bashir Ahmad 
highlighted that the district administration has been 
actively working on Solid Waste Management for the 
past year. He affirmed that the necessary infrastruc-
ture is in place, and door-to-door waste collection has 
already commenced in all blocks of the district.

Stressing the importance of community involve-
ment, ACD appealed to all residents to pay the user 
charges as stipulated by the administration for the 
sustainability of the SWM program.

Director Agriculture Kashmir inaugurates 07 days 
DLTP on Scientific Beekeeping under NBHM

 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JANUARY 08: 
The Director Agriculture 
Kashmir, Chowdhury 
Mohammad Iqbal today 
inaugurated seven days 
divisional level training 
programme (DLTP) on sci-
entific beekeeping under 
(NBHM) at Agriculture 
Complex Lalmandi Sri-
nagar.

The inaugural session of 
the week-long program was 
attended by beekeepers, 
students and officers of the 
department.

Addressing the session, 
Director Agriculture Kash-
mir, Chowdhury Moham-
mad Iqbal highlighted the 
importance of small scale 
Agri- Cottage industries like 
beekeeping, Mushroom 
Cultivation and other allied 
activities in the overall 
development of agriculture 
sector.

He said the main focus of 
organising such training 
programmes is to promote 
small scale agri-cottage 
industries like beekeeping 
among the farmers and 
educated youth of the 
region.

Chowdhury Iqbal said the 
agriculture diversification 
is the key to reduce risk in 

farming activities and 
hence beekeeping has 
emerged as one of the 
important tools which not 
only enhance agricultural 
income of the farming com-
munity but also secure it 
against changes in climate 
and soil resources.

Director Agriculture 
expressed satisfaction and 
said many people; mostly 
educated youth are able to 
earn their livelihood, 
because of honey bee colo-
nies. With time, more and 
more young men and wom-
en are turning towards 
beekeeping. He said bee-
keeping forms the potential 
part of integrated farming 
and could play an important 
role in increasing the farm-

ers income.
Director said that bee-

keeping as an off- farm 
activity has a potential of 
employment generation 
due to wide agro-climatic 
diversity enabling round 
the year bee flora availabil-
ity.

The National Beekeeping 
and Honey mission (NBHM) 
aims at promoting bee-
keeping and providing self 
sustaining employment 
opportunities among the 
farmers and unemployed 
youth in rural india.

Joint Director Agriculture 
Inputs, Tabassum Naz; 
Assistant Entomologist, Dr 
Qa zi  Showk at  a lso 
addressed the participants 
of the program.

Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra: IEC Van Traverses through 
Panchayats of block Kalakote & Qila Darhal in Rajouri District

 � HT News Network
 

RAJOURI, JANUARY 08: The Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra (VBSY) is rap-
idly gaining momentum in Rajouri, 
becoming a driving force behind 
the implementation of various gov-
ernment schemes and ushering in 
comprehensive development 
throughout the district. This ambi-
tious initiative is strategically 
crafted to transform Rajouri by 
extending its reach to underserved 
areas and ensuring the effective 
execution of government programs, 
ultimately enhancing the quality 
of life for its residents.

Central to this endeavor is an 
Information, Education, and Com-
munication (IEC) van, a dynamic 
mobile platform designed to effec-
tively communicate and create 
awareness about the diverse initia-
tives undertaken as part of the Yatra. 
The van plays a pivotal role in engag-
ing with local communities, impart-
ing crucial knowledge, and empow-
ering residents to avail themselves 

of the benefits offered by govern-
ment schemes.

The VBSY has recorded notable 
success in the implementation of 
various government schemes in 
Rajouri District. These schemes, 
crafted to elevate living standards 
and provide essential services, have 
been executed with exceptional 
efficiency on the ground. Conse-

quently, the community has expe-
rienced tangible improvements and 
witnessed positive changes in their 
daily lives.

Today, the VBSY IEC vans tra-
versed through the panchayats of 
Sialsui, Kothain-B, Panhar, Khadar-
ian, Bagla Androoth, Rajpur Bhatta, 
and Rajpur Kamila of block Kala-
kote, as well as Qila Darhal. This 

strategic journey highlights the 
Yatra's commitment to reaching 
every corner of the district and 
ensuring that the benefits of gov-
ernment initiatives are felt at the 
grassroots level.

The impact of the Yatra is evident 
in enhanced access to healthcare, 
education, and basic amenities, 
contributing to the overall progress 
of Rajouri District. Meticulously 
planned and executed, this initia-
tive aligns with the core objective 
of holistic development, leaving a 
lasting and positive impact on the 
community.The VBSY symbolizes 
progress and collaboration, 
embodying the spirit of Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp. By bringing govern-
ment schemes to the grassroots 
level and ensuring comprehensive 
coverage, it has created a platform 
for empowerment and upliftment. 
This transformative journey in 
Rajouri District stands as an exem-
plary model of effective governance, 
community engagement, and col-
lective determination to build a 
better and prosperous India.

DC Kishtwar discusses MGNREGA 
Annual Plan for FY 2024-25

 � HT News Network

KISHTWAR, JANUARY 
08: Deputy Commissioner 
Kishtwar, Dr. Devansh 
Yadav today chaired a com-
prehensive meeting to 
evaluate the performance 
of the Rural Development 
Department and formula-
tion of MGNREGA Annual 
Plan for FY 2024-25.

The session focused on a 
detailed assessment of ini-
tiatives undertaken during 
the Financial Year 2023-24 
including construction of 
pacca paths, Community 
kitchens, playgrounds, irri-
gation kuhls, Contour/wire-
mash bunding, Panchayat 
Bhawans , Plantation etc 
under MGNREGA.

The meeting placed a 
special emphasis on the 
convergence of MGNREGA 
with other schemes of Hor-
ticulture, Social forestry, for 
plantation on kahcharai 
land in vulnerable areas of 
District especially in block 
Nagseni. Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr  Yadav asked to 

include proposals for check 
dams in the Chatroo area, 
as well as action to be  tak-
en for the sustainability/
utility of soakage pits in 
MGNREGA plan FY 2024-
25.Furthermore, the meet-
ing highlighted the col-
laboration between the 
Revenue and Horticulture 
departments, supervised 
by ACR, to identify  5 kanal 
of Kahcharai land in each 
block for model plantation 
sites , focusing on Kiwi, 
plum, apple, apricot, among 
other crops to be provided 
by Horticulture Depart-
ment.Acknowledging the 
progress, the meeting 
revealed that a total of 80 

works have been success-
fully completed as on date. 
Deputy Commissioner 
directed the concerned 
Block Development Officers 
(BDOs) to provide block-
wise updates on the physi-
cal and financial progress, 
stressing the synchroniza-
tion of financial targets 
with physical achievements 
for timely billing.Besides 
this Shelf of plan  under 
MGNREGA for FY 2024-25 
was thoroughly discussed 
and necessary directions 
were imparted to BDOs for 
incorporation of NRM 
works, Tangible assets, 
under the shelf and accord-
ingly ACD Kishtwar.

DC Kupwara chairs DCDC meeting, 
reviews Cooperative sector

 � HT News Network 

KUPWARA, JANU-
ARY 08: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kupwara, 
Ayushi Sudan today chaired 
the District Cooperative 
Development Committee 
(DCDC) meeting at  DC 
office Complex here to 
review the Cooperative sec-
tor in the district.

During the meeting, 
Assistant Registrar Coop-
eratives (Headquarters) 
Kupwara, Irshad Jeelani, 
while giving the overview 
of the present status of 
cooperative societies in the 
district, informed the chair 
that the department has 
taken several initiatives to 
strengthen the cooperative 
movement in the district.

It was given out in 
the meeting that there are 
a total of 48 Functional 
Cooperative Societies in the 
district which include 22 
PACS (Primary Agriculture 
credit Societies), 5 Coop-
erative marketing societies, 
6 Sales and service societ-
ies, 4 tribal Sale and service 
societies, 5 Poultry co-

operative societies, 4 Dairy 
Co-operative societies 
besides 119 Cooperatives 
(Under J&K Self Reliant 
cooperative Act 1999).

Chair was apprised 
that total membership of 
22 PACS in the district is 
19816 and out of total 385 
Panchayat Halqas, 315 Pan-
chayat Halqas have been 
covered by PACS.

The DC directed the 
Cooperative department 
and other allied depart-
ments to work towards the 
objective of strengthening 
the cooperative movement 
in the district and deepen-
ing its reach to the grass-
roots level. She further 
directed the concerned 
officials to make vigorous 
efforts to increase the via-
bility of PACS and diversify 

their business activities to 
make them vibrant eco-
nomic entities at grass-
roots level.The DC also 
reviewed the progress of 
adoption of model by-laws 
of PACS for making them 
multipurpose and Multidi-
mensional.While review-
ing the district wise targets 
for establishing new Mul-
tipurpose PACS or Primary 
Dairy/ Fisheries cooperative 
societies in uncovered Pan-
chayats/Villages, the DC 
directed the Cooperative 
department to cover the 
uncovered areas and Pan-
chayats and handhold the 
PACS properly to make their 
activities successful.

DC further directed 
to establish Rural Haats in 
all sub divisions of the dis-
trict.
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SMC expands VBSY campaign 
to Basant Bagh & Fateh Kadal

 � HT News Network 
SRINAGAR, JANUARY 08: The Srinagar Municipal Cor-

poration (SMC), today expanded the reach of Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra (VBSY) to Basant Bagh and Fateh Kadal areas 
of Srinagar.

On the occasion, IEC Van was welcomed by Mudasir 
Hussain Banday Chief Transport Officer SMC to encompass 
events in Hindu High School Shetal Nag and Gandhi Memo-
rial College Srinagar, marking a significant milestone in 
the Corporation's efforts to engage with the general 
public within its jurisdiction.

Representatives from designated departments active-
ly participated in the VBSY event, utilizing the platform 
to elucidate the core objectives and procedural intricacies 
of their respective schemes.

The primary aim of this concerted effort is to bridge 
information gaps and ensure that citizens are well-informed 
about the multitude of benefits and assistance programs 
made by the Government of India available to them.

DLRAC approves 19 cases in 
Udhampur

 � HT News Network 

UDHAMPUR, JANUARY 08: The District Level Rent 
Assessment Committee meeting was held today under 
the Chairpersonship of Deputy Commissioner Udhampur, 
Saloni Rai in the Conference Hall, DC Office Complex.

Senior Superintendent of Police Joginder Singh 
Sambyal, Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Rafiq Ahmad 
Jaral, and other concerned officers, along with building 
owners attended the meeting.

Detailed deliberations took place on various aspects 
related to determining the rent for private buildings utilized 
for government offices. In the meeting, the Committee 
approved 19 rent cases concerning different government 
departments. Deputy Commissioner urged the officers 
responsible for hiring of private buildings for government 
offices to expedite the remaining cases, ensuring a time-
ly resolution to avoid inconvenience to building owners.

Furthermore, the DC directed the concerned depart-
ments to ensure the prompt disbursement of rent and 
urged the owners to maintain the assets and ensure bet-
ter facilities for rentee Government offices.

DEO reviews Assured Minimum 
Facilities in Polling Stations at 
Udhampur

 � HT News Network 

UDHAMPUR, JANUARY 08: To ensure compliance 
to the Election Commission of India (ECI) guidelines, the 
District Election Officer Udhampur Saloni Rai led a meet-
ing at the Mini Conference Hall in the DC Office Complex 
Udhampur. The focus was on evaluating the status of 
Assured Minimum Facilities polling stations in the district.

During the meeting, the DEO meticulously examined 
polling stations to identify areas lacking essential ameni-
ties such as drinking water, toilet facility, electricity con-
nections and ramps, emphasizing adherence to prescribed 
standards.

DEO urged officers to ensure that each polling sta-
tion is equipped with the specified facilities as per ECI 
norms. A directive was issued to have these provisions in 
place at identified polling stations by January 15, 2024.

The meeting was attended by Deputy District Elec-
tion Officer, Gurdev Kumar, Assistant Commissioner 
Revenue, Rafiq Ahmed Jaral, Divisional Forest Officer 
Rushal Garg, Chief Education Officer and Executive Engi-
neers from  PDD, PHE and other concerned departments 
joined the meeting through virtual mode.

Tehsildar Dinga Amb refutes 
social media report

 � HT News Network 

KATHUA, JANUARY 08: Tehsildar Dinga Amb Pred-
hyum Attri has refuted the social media post claiming 
that the revenue authority has deliberately stopped con-
struction work of one Bal Krishan R/o village Sunkhal, 
Tehsil Dinga Amb.Tehsildar Dinga Amb further clarified 
that the video has been posted   on the facebook page to 
malign the image of the Revenue Department. He said the 
ground report is contrary to the claim as the temporary 
stay was vacated within a week's time.

Secretary Health reviews functioning of 
Health & Medical Education Department

 � HT News Network 
JAMMU, JANUARY 8: Secretary, 
Health & Medical Education, Dr. Syed 
Abid Rasheed Shah, conducted a 
comprehensive review of depart-
ment's operations during a meeting 
held here at Civil Secretariat today.
The meeting was attended by various 
senior officers including Director 
SKIMS Soura, Principals from all 
Medical and Dental Colleges, Mission 
Director NHM, CEO Ayushman 
Bharat, Directors Health Services 
Kashmir and Jammu, Director AYUSH, 
Director Family Welfare MCH, and 

Immunization, Director Finance HME, 
Managing Director JKMSCL, Joint 
Director (Planning) HME and other 
senior officers from Health & Medical 
Education Department.
Dr. Yashpal Sharma, Director (Coor-
dination) New Medical Colleges J&K, 
delivered a presentation on various 
aspects of Health and Medical Educa-
tion Department, encompassing 
existing health facilities, status of 
manpower, upcoming infrastructure, 
Centrally Sponsored Schemes, oper-
ational status of new Government 
Medical Colleges, as well as imminent 
operationalization of Bone & Joint 

Hospitals and State Cancer Institutes 
in Jammu and Srinagar.

Secretary enjoined upon all officials 
to work conscientiously in providing 

best healthcare facilities to the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir. He 
instructed all Heads of Departments 
to work with utmost dedication to 
ensure delivery of quality health 
services to the general public.
Dr. Abid Rasheed directed the MD 
JKMSCL to ensure timely procure-
ment of drugs, diagnostic and treat-
ment machinery and equipment to 
prevent any disruptions in patient 
care services. He further emphasized 
facilitating necessary procurements 
for operationalization of State Cancer 
Institutes, Bone and Joint Hospitals, 
and other healthcare institutions.

Highlighting the importance of dig-
ital interventions in healthcare deliv-
ery, Secretary stressed the need of 
imperative utilization of technology 
to expedite and enhance the quality 
of healthcare services for patients in 
need. He asked for removal of any 
impediments hindering the use of 
technology in the healthcare sector.
During the review of implementation 
of PMJAY Sehat and functioning of 
Health & Wellness Centers, Dr. Abid 
Rasheed directed fot conducting 
impact assessment studies for these 
flagship programs. Additionally, 
instructions.

Doordarshan Srinagar Acknowledges 
Outstanding Performance of DD News String-

ers in Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra Program
 � Tajamul  Bukhari

Srinagar, 8 December 24- Door-
darshan Srinagar organized a special 
function to recognize and appreciate 
the commendable efforts of DD News 
stringers who excelled during the 
Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra program. 
The event was graced by esteemed 
Chief Guest, Director Doordarshan 
News, Qazi Salman, and attended by 
Head of Programme Rabiya Rasool 
and News Editor Shabir Ahmad Dar. 
Among the distinguished awardees 
were Arshad Nawshari, Gulzar Ahmad 
Dahal, Ishfaq Ahmad Sofi, Mohammad 
Iqbal, Sajad Ahmad Khanyari, Shahid 
Farooqi, Mohd Imran Sofi, Khurshid 
Padroo, Dawood Ahmad, Wahid Maq-
bool, Sheikh Tariq, Mushtaq Ahmed, 
outstanding performance throughout 
the program.

During the ceremony, Director 
of News, Qazi Salman, expressed pride 
in the exceptional contributions of 
the DD News team in effectively con-
veying the welfare schemes of the 
central government to the people. He 
emphasized that the purpose of the 
Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra Program 
was to disseminate information about 

these schemes to the public and enroll 
potential beneficiaries on the spot. 
Highlighting the success of the pro-
gram, Qazi Salman stated, "It is a 
matter of pride for us that the dedi-
cated efforts of our DD News stringers 
have played a crucial role in the suc-
cessful completion of the Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra Program."

The stringers extended their 
gratitude to the director and officials 
of Doordarshan Srinagar for recogniz-
ing their efforts and presenting them 
with appreciation certificates. They 
emphasized their commitment to 
continuing their role in effectively 
communicating the government's 
initiatives to the public.

DC Rajouri chairs introductory meeting 
with District & Sectoral Officers

 � HT News Network 

RAJOURI, JANUARY 08:   Deputy Com-
missioner Rajouri, Om Prakash Bhagat today 
chaired an introductory meeting with Dis-
trict and sectoral officers here in the Confer-
ence Hall of the PWD Dak Bungalow, setting 
the stage for a productive and proactive 
approach towards the holistic development 
of the district.

Addressing the officers, Deputy Commis-
sioner Om Prakash Bhagat emphasized the 
importance of prompt and efficient execu-
tion of the developmental projects. He asked 
the officers to work with utmost dedication 
and commitment, keeping the welfare of 
the public at the forefront of their endeav-
ors.

Recognizing the importance of coordina-
tion and collaboration, the Deputy Com-
missioner directed the officers to ensure 
close interdepartmental coordination. This 
would play a crucial role in the planned and 
seamless execution of various developmen-

tal works throughout the district. By work-
ing together as a cohesive unit, the officers 
can maximize their impact and deliver 
tangible results that will positively trans-
form the lives of the residents of Rajouri.

The Deputy Commissioner further 
emphasized the need for well-organized 
arrangements for Republic Day celebrations. 
It is imperative to ensure a smooth and 
efficient execution of the event, with all 
necessary preparations made well in 
advance.

Shakeel ul Rehman Rather 
assumes charge as DC Ban-
dipora, relieving Dr Owais 
Ahmad

 � HT News Network 

BANDIPORA, JANUARY 08: Shakeel ur Rehman Rath-
er Tuesday assumed charge as the new Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) of Bandipora district, taking over from Dr 
Owais Ahmad.In a formal ceremony held at the office of 
Deputy Commissioner Bandipora, Shakeel ur Rehman 
received the charge from Dr Owais Ahmad, marking the 
official transition of leadership in the district administra-
tion.In his address to the officials and public present at 
the ceremony, Shakeel ur Rehman expressed his gratitude 
for the opportunity to serve the people of Bandipora.

Rehman also acknowledged the contributions of his 
predecessor, Dr Owais Ahmad, and thanked him for his 
service to the district.Dr Owais, in his farewell speech, 
wished Shakeel ur Rehman all the best in his new role 
and expressed confidence in his ability to lead Bandip-
ora towards development and prosperity.The handover 
ceremony was attended by senior officials from the 
district administration, representatives from various 
civil societies, and members of the local community.

Jal Jeevan Mission:Revised District Action Plan approved at Rajouri
 � HT News Network 

RAJOURI, JANUARY 08: District Develop-
ment Commissioner Rajouri Om Prakash 
Bhagat presided over a pivotal meeting 
today, to deliberate and approve the revised 
district action plan aimed at ensuring 
comprehensive coverage of left out ben-
eficiaries under the ambitious Jal Jeevan 
Mission.Jal Jeevan Mission, a visionary 
initiative, is steadfast in its commitment 
to providing safe and ample drinking water 
through individual household tap connec-
tions reaching every rural household in 
India. In addition to ensuring access to 
clean water, the program emphasizes the 
implementation of source sustainability 
measures, making greywater management, 
recharge, and reuse integral components 
of its mandate.The detailed deliberations 
during the meeting centered on the pro-
posed action plan, reflecting the ongoing 
evolution of the mission. Previously encom-

passing 293 schemes with an estimated 
cost of Rs 1942.80 crores, the revised plan 
has not only streamlined existing initia-
tives but has also introduced five addi-
tional schemes. Consequently, the total 
number of schemes now stands at an 
impressive 298, with an estimated cost of 

Rs 1974.77 crores.
The District Development Commissioner 
Rajouri expressed optimism about the 
potential of the revised plan to signifi-
cantly enhance the reach of the mission, 
ensuring that no community is left with-
out the essential resource of clean water. 

The commitment and collaborative efforts 
of the officers present underscore the 
dedication of the district administration 
to achieving the overarching goal of the 
mission.This meeting serves as a testament 
to the proactive approach adopted by the 
district administration in addressing the 
challenges and evolving needs of water 
resource management. As the revised 
action plan gains momentum, it is antici-
pated to bring about transformative chang-
es in the lives of residents, reinforcing the 
district's commitment to sustainable devel-
opment.ADDC Pawan Kumar, DFO Rajouri 
Arshdeep Singh; DFO Nowshera, Sateyen-
dra Maurya, CPO Mohammad Khurshid, 
SE Hydraulics Bhram Jyoti Sharma, ACD 
Vijay Kumar, CEO Education Bishamber 
Dass, CMO, Dr Rajinder Sharma; CAO Sohan 
Singh, EXEN Jal Shakti Rajouri Ashwini 
Sharma, SE Jal Shakti Nowshera Bipin 
Kumar and other officers attended the 
meeting.

Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra continues 
to uplift Pulwama's Spirit 

 � HT News Network 

PULWAMA, JANUARY 08: In the heart 
of District Pulwama, a compelling force for 
holistic development unfolds as the Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra continues its trans-
formative journey transcending boundar-
ies, resonating not only in Panchayats and 
Municipalities but weaving itself into the 
very fabric of Pulwama's villages.

Today, the Yatra reached six villages, 
sparking lively celebrations and nurturing 
a deep sense of community spirit. Like 
heralds of change, Information, Education, 
and Communication (IEC) vans traversed 
these villages, delivering the visionary 
message of the Prime Minister and the 
Yatra's mission. The residents embraced the 
Sankalp pledge with enthusiasm, embody-
ing the Yatra's ideals.

Cultural programs unfolded, captur-
ing the essence of the Yatra through capti-
vating performances by students and locals.

Government departments actively 

participated, setting up stalls to showcase 
schemes and provide on-the-spot services. 
This engagement not only spotlighted ini-
tiatives but also opened avenues for the 
community to explore diverse opportuni-
ties.The ‘Meri Kahani Meri Zubani’ segment 
unveiled heartfelt stories from beneficiaries, 
illustrating the tangible impact of Govern-
ment interventions.In a notable develop-
ment, today's events included an impactful 
interaction as the Prime Minister engaged 
with the public across the Nation through 
virtual mode. 
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Diabetes is a chronic condition 
that affects how the body 
processes glucose, a type of 

sugar. There are two main types of 
diabetes: type 1 and type 2. The risk 
of diabetes is indeed increasing in 
youngsters, primarily due to the rise 
in childhood obesity rates and sed-
entary lifestyles.

Poor dietary habits, lack of physical 
activity, and family history of diabe-
tes also contribute to the increasing 
prevalence of diabetes among young 
people. In this article, we discuss how 
certain factors can increase risk of 
diabetes in youngsters.

1. Sedentary lifestyle
Lack of physical activity and exces-

sive screen time contribute to 
increased risk of diabetes. Identifying 
this factor can be done by assessing 
the daily routine and level of physical 
activity of a youngster. Promote a 
healthy and active lifestyle from an 
early age, focusing on regular exercise 
and minimising sedentary behav-
iours.

2. Poor diet
Consuming high-calorie, pro-

cessed, and sugary foods increases 
the risk of diabetes. Identifying this 
factor involves evaluating the young-
ster's eating habits and food choices. 
Promote a nutritious diet that includes 
whole grains, lean proteins, fruits, 
and vegetables, while minimising 
consumption of processed and sugary 

foods.
3. Obesity
Excess body weight is a major risk 

factor for diabetes. Identifying this 
factor can be done by monitoring 
weight and measuring body mass 
index (BMI). Focus on maintaining a 
healthy weight through a balanced 
diet and regular exercise.

4. Genetic predisposition
Having a family history of diabetes 

increases the risk for youngsters. 
Identifying this factor involves inves-
tigating the family medical history 
for any instances of diabetes. Although 
genetic factors cannot be changed, a 
healthy lifestyle can still help reduce 
the risk of diabetes.

5. Insufficient sleep
Lack of adequate sleep has been 

linked to an increased risk of diabetes. 
Identifying this factor involves assess-
ing the sleep patterns and routines 
of youngsters. Encourage good sleep 

hygiene practices and make sleep a 
priority to reduce the risk of diabetes.

6. Stress
Chronic stress can contribute to an 

increased risk of diabetes in young-
sters. Identifying this factor involves 
recognising signs of stress, such as 
mood swings or behavioural chang-
es. Promote a balanced lifestyle, cre-
ate a supportive environment, and 
provide appropriate stress manage-
ment resources.

7. Prenatal factors
Certain prenatal factors, such as 

gestational diabetes or maternal obe-
sity during pregnancy, can increase 
the risk of diabetes in youngsters. 
Identifying this factor requires 
reviewing the prenatal medical his-
tory and discussing it with healthcare 
providers. Maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle during pregnancy can help 
reduce the risk of diabetes in young-
sters.

8. High blood pressure
Having high blood pressure, also 

known as hypertension, is associ-
ated with an increased risk of diabe-
tes. Identifying this factor involves 
regular blood pressure checks. Adopt-
ing a healthy lifestyle and regular 
blood pressure monitoring can help 
prevent diabetes.

Early onset of diabetes in young 
individuals can have significant long-
term consequences on overall health 
and quality of life. 
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Urine color can change due to 
hydration, diet, and medica-
tion. But among the average 

healthy person, it’s a shade of yellow.
According to a new study published 

t h i s  w e e k  i n  N a t u r e 
Microbiology,Trusted Source 
researchers have finally uncovered 
a long-standing mystery, what leads 
to that yellow color?

Researchers have found that an 
enzyme called bilirubin reductase 
(BilR) is what gives urine its yellow 
color. These results could be used to 
help study the links between the gut 
microbiome and health conditions 
such as jaundice and inflammatory 
bowel disease.

How blood cells turn into pigment
As red blood cells degrade, the 

pigment bilirubin is created as a 
byproduct. Bilirubin is released in the 
gut to be excreted, but it’s possible to 
be reabsorbed. If bilirubin builds up 
in the blood, it can lead to jaundice 
where the skin and eyes turn yellow.

For more than 125 years, experts 
have known that compounds in the 
gut turn bilirubin into the compound 
urobilin, which is the pigment that 
results in yellow urine.

But what they didn’t know was 
what enzyme or collection of enzymes 
turned bilirubin into urobilin.

“Unfortunately, gut microbes can 
be challenging to study,” Brantley 
Hall, PhD, an assistant professor in 
the University of Maryland’s Depart-
ment of Cell Biology and Molecular 
Genetics and study author, told 
Healthline. “The gut is a low-oxygen 

environment, and many of the bac-
teria in our guts can’t survive if too 
much oxygen is present, making them 
difficult to grow and perform exper-
iments on in labs. This ultimately 
meant that only a handful of bacte-
rial species had ever been identified 
as being able to metabolize bilirubin, 
limiting the amount of data that was 
available.”

“Our work to find BilR relied on 
combining experimental screening 
with genomic analysis, an approach 
that has only become possible with 
the isolation of more gut bacterial 
species and the advancement of 
genome sequencing technology,” he 
said. “So in summary, we unraveled 
a fundamental aspect of how our gut 
microbiomes influence our daily 
lives.”

“Gut microbes encode the enzyme 
bilirubin reductase that converts 

bilirubin into a colorless byproduct 
called urobilinogen,” Hall explained 
in said in a statement. “Urobilinogen 
then spontaneously degrades into a 
molecule called urobilin, which is 
responsible for the yellow color we 
are all familiar with.”

How the new research can pave 
the way for understanding gut health 
conditions

“Bilirubin reductase will help in 
terms of future research to under-
stand the breakdown of bilirubin, 
which is formed by the breakdown 
of heme which is present within red 
blood cells and some other cells 
within the body,” Dr. Boback Berookh-
im, a urologist at Northwell Lenox 
Hill Hospital, stated. “In some disease 
states high levels of bilirubin may 
result in brain damage which can be 
sometimes severe and may even lead 
to death. 

Navigating Calm: 5 
Tips to Reduce Panic 

Attacks

Living with panic attacks can be challenging, 
but implementing strategies to manage and 
minimize their impact is crucial for overall 

well-being. From incorporating deep breathing 
exercises and mindfulness meditation into daily 
routines to building a robust support system and 
exploring professional therapies, there are various 
tools available to minimize the impact of panic 
attacks. 

Deep Breathing Techniques:

One effective way to combat panic attacks is 
through deep breathing exercises. Practice diaphrag-
matic breathing by inhaling slowly through your 
nose, allowing your abdomen to expand, and exhal-
ing through your mouth. This technique helps 
activate the body's relaxation response, calming the 
nervous system and reducing the intensity of pan-
ic symptoms.

Mindfulness Meditation:

Incorporating mindfulness meditation into your 
daily routine can significantly alleviate panic attack 
symptoms. Mindfulness involves paying attention 
to the present moment without judgment. By focus-
ing on your breath, bodily sensations, or the environ-
ment around you, you can redirect your mind from 
anxious thoughts, promoting a sense of calm and 
stability.

Regular Physical Exercise:

Engaging in regular physical activity has been 
proven to reduce stress and anxiety, making it an 
effective preventive measure against panic attacks. 
Exercise helps regulate neurotransmitters and 
releases endorphins, which are natural mood enhanc-
ers. Aim for at least 30 minutes of moderate-inten-
sity exercise most days of the week to experience 
the mental health benefits.

Establishing a Support System:

Building a strong support system is essential for 
managing panic attacks. Share your experiences 
with trusted friends, family members, or a mental 
health professional. Having a support network can 
provide emotional validation, understanding, and 
practical assistance during challenging times. It is 
crucial to communicate openly about your feelings 
and seek help when needed.

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT):

Consider seeking professional help through Cog-
nitive Behavioral Therapy, a widely recognized and 
effective treatment for panic attacks. CBT focuses 
on identifying and modifying negative thought 
patterns and behaviors that contribute to anxiety. 
Working with a therapist, individuals can learn 
coping mechanisms, challenge irrational beliefs, 
and develop healthier ways of responding to stress-
ors, ultimately reducing the frequency and inten-
sity of panic attacks.

Scientists Finally Figure Out Why Urine is Yellow Factors That Are Increasing Risk 
Of Diabetes In Youngsters

Ozempic, Mounjaro and Similar Drugs 
Don't Increase Risk of Pancreatic Cancer
People with type 2 diabetes taking 

an anti-diabetes medication such 
as semaglutide did not have an 

increased risk of pancreatic cancer, a new 
study found.

These drugs, known as GLP-1 receptor 
agonists, are used to treat type 2 diabetes 
and obesity.

While the results are “comforting,” more 
research is needed, including longer-term 
studies, experts say.

People with type 2 diabetes who take 
an anti-diabetes medication such as sema-
glutide don’t have a higher risk of develop-
ing pancreatic cancer, a new study found.

These drugs called glucagon-like pep-
tide-1 (GLP-1) receptor agonists have sky-
rocketed in popularity sold under the brand 
names Ozempic, Wegovy and Mounjaro 
among others.

“This is a very important study, because 
it’s a large population-based study with a 
very good follow-up,” said Dr. Anton Bilchik, 
surgical oncologist, chief of medicine and 
director of the Gastrointestinal and Hepa-
tobiliary Program at Saint John’s Cancer 
Institute in Santa Monica, Calif., who was 
not involved in the new research.

In general, pancreatic cancer hasn’t been 
a big concern among people taking these 
types of medications, said Dr. Mir Ali, 
bariatric surgeon and medical director of 
MemorialCare Surgical Weight Loss Cen-
ter at Orange Coast Medical Center in 
Fountain Valley, Calif.

“First of all, it’s a very rare form of cancer,” 
he told Healthline, “and second, there hasn’t 
been a lot of reports of that type of cancer 
in patients using these drugs.”

“So this study is reassuring, in that if you 
prescribe these drugs to patients long-term, 
it’s not increasing their risk for pancreatic 
cancer,” said Ali, who was not involved in 
the new research.

The new study was published Jan. 4 in 

JAMA Network OpenTrusted Source.
No increased risk of pancreatic cancer
Dr. Kishore Gadde, a bariatric medicine 

physician with UCI Health in Orange, Calif., 
who was not involved in the new study, 
called the findings “comforting.”

However, he pointed out that some ear-
lier studies have suggested a possible 
increased risk of pancreatic cancer among 
people taking these types of medications.

For example, two studies published in 
2022 and 2023, which looked at data from 
the FDA Adverse Events Reporting System 
(FAERS), “have shown a strong association 
between use of GLP-1 receptor agonists 
and pancreatic cancer,” he told Healthline.

Other research, though, including a 2019 
meta-analysisTrusted Source of 12 previ-
ous studies, found no link between GLP-1 
receptor agonists and pancreatic cancer.

Some of these studies had short follow-
up periods or followed a relatively limited 
number of patients, the authors of the new 
study pointed out.To address the limita-
tions of these earlier studies, they looked 
at data on more than 500,000 patients with 

type 2 diabetes who were prescribed a 
GLP-1 receptor agonist, and followed 
people for an average of 6 years.

They found that patients with type 2 
diabetes who took a GLP-1 receptor agonist 
did not have a higher risk of pancreatic 
cancer.

“At the end of the day, this study is very 
reassuring,” Bilchik told Healthline, “in 
that there is no increase in the development 
of pancreatic cancer in patients taking 
these drugs.”

The new study was limited to use of 
these drugs as a treatment for type 2 dia-
betes, so the findings may not apply to 
people taking the drugs for weight loss.

Gadde also pointed out that clinical tri-
als for GLP-1 receptor agonists typically 
exclude people with significant pre-exist-
ing pancreatic disease. As a result, he thinks 
more real-world data and additional large 
studies are needed.

“Until we have more data, we need to 
be watchful about the risks of pancreatitis, 
pancreatic cancer, bowel obstruction and 
gastroparesis [delayed gastric emptying] 

when prescribing GLP-1 receptor agonists,” 
he said.

In addition, new GLP-1 receptor agonists 
are being developed, said Bilchik, and “they 
seem to work in slightly different ways, so 
there needs to be more investigation of 
some of these other types of drugs.”

Who is at risk for pancreatic cancer?
In the new study, researchers examined 

electronic medical records from 543,595 
patients with type 2 diabetes. The data 
came from the largest health maintenance 
organization in Israel and the Israel Cancer 
Registry.

The study included more than 33,000 
people who were treated with a GLP-1 
receptor agonist, as well as those who 
weren’t. The average age of patients was 
60 years, with around half female.

In addition, 79% of people had overweight 
or obesity, and more than one-third had a 
history of smoking tobacco products. 
Around 3% of people had a history of pan-
creatitis.

During the 9-year follow-up period, 
1,665 patients were diagnosed with pan-
creatic cancer. These patients tended to 
be older and have a lower body mass index 
(BMI), compared to those without pancre-
atic cancer.

However, there were similar rates of 
pancreatic cancer among people who took 
a GLP-1 receptor agonist and those who 
didn’t, researchers found.

Patients who used only insulin to treat 
their diabetes had a slightly higher rate of 
pancreatic cancer, but researchers said this 
is “most probably due to their older age 
and longer diabetes duration.”

How Ozempic, Wegovy and similar drugs 
may lower cancer risk

Bilchik agrees that longer-term studies 
are needed, in particular, to look at wheth-
er GLP-1 receptor agonists actually lower 
the risk of pancreatic cancer. 

Supercharge Your Immune System With Nutritious Superfoods

Start your new year on a strong note by making a 
new year resolution to attain better immune 
health. Good nutrition is critical to support a 

healthy immune system. There is a strong relationship 
between poor nutritional status and compromised 
immunity. By boosting your immunity, you can benefit 
from better health. Whether you're an adult aiming for 
optimal health or a parent looking to fortify your child's 
immunity, incorporating essential nutrients into your 
daily diet is key.

To help you attain better immune health, Dr Ganesh 
Kadhe, Director, of Medical and Scientific Affairs, Abbott’s 
Nutrition Business shares with IANSlife important nutri-
ents and their sources that can keep you strong: Adult 
Nutrition for Enhanced Immunity

Proteins: They serve as the fundamental building 
blocks for every cell in the body, contributing to the 
development of vital components such as muscles, bones, 
hormones, and antibodies. It plays a crucial role in for-
tifying the immune system by supporting the production 
of antibodies and providing essential amino acids as fuel 

for immune cells. Eggs stand out as an excellent protein 
source. Yet, a diverse range of foods, including chickpeas, 
cottage cheese, quinoa, Greek yoghurt, peanuts, and 
almonds, also function as significant contributors to 
protein intake.

Vitamin A: It helps regulate the immune system. Known 

as the “anti-infective vitamin, this nutrient keeps your 
skin, mouth, stomach, and lungs healthy so that they can 
fight infection. It’s also key for sharp vision. Consume it 
with some fat for better absorption. Sweet potatoes, 
pumpkin, carrots, and spinach are loaded with Vitamin 
A.

Vitamin C: It helps the body build healthy skin and 
connective tissue, which blocks the entry of foreign 
microbes. Vitamin C also acts as an antioxidant protect-
ing cells from damage. It also helps protect against 
anemia by helping us absorb more iron from plant foods. 
Oranges are best known as sources of Vitamin C. How-
ever, some foods power-packed with Vitamin C are kiwis, 
strawberries, broccoli, tomatoes, cauliflower, and red 
peppers.

Vitamin E: It works as an antioxidant, protecting cell 
membranes from damage due to free radicals. Healthy 
cell membranes help keep foreign microbes out and 
support a healthy immune response. Vitamin E is a com-
mon nutrient found in most foods. Cooking oils, seeds, 
and nuts are exceptionally rich sources.
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Sharma, Kohli get final shot at T20 glory but will 
selectors' safe approach cost India another WC?

NEW DELHI: The selectors have 
clearly gone for the status quo 
rather than addressing the elephant 
in the room by picking Rohit Shar-
ma and Virat Kohli for their first 
T20 series in 14 months.

Will it have a bearing on India's 
chances in another T20 World Cup? 
Only time can tell.

Having endured a heartbreak in 
the previous two editions of the 
T20 World Cup, the two greats of 
the game can't be faulted for want-
ing a final shot at glory in the format.

But the same can't be said about 
the selectors, who picked a fresh 
bunch of players to take the team 
forward since the crushing semifinal 
loss to England in November 2022.

Now that Rohit and Kohli have 
been picked for the home series 
against Afghanistan beginning on 
January 11, it is a given that the 
famed duo will be a part of India's 
squad for the ICC showpiece in the 
US and Caribbean in June.

It also means that India, who 
have been guilty of playing conser-
vative cricket at the top of the order, 
are also back to square one as far 
as their planning for the T20 mega 
event is concerned.

The two superstars played a 

massive role in taking India to the 
ODI World Cup final but can they 
step up to the demands of the short-
est format where one needs to go 
after the bowlers from ball one? 
Rohit, who did not score tons of 
runs in the recently held ODI show-
piece but yet managed to make a 
compelling impact with his high-
risk game, will most likely carry on 
in the same vein when the Afghan-
istan series begins in Mohali.

On the other hand, Kohli's game 
is tailor-made for the 50-over for-
mat but he has also managed to 
maintain more than a decent strike 
rate of 137.96 over 148 T20s.

Rohit strikes at almost 140 in T20s 
but he too will need to bat at a high-
er clip to keep up with the fast-chang-
ing demands of the modern game.

In contrast, their teammate and 
the world's best T20 batter, Suryaku-
mar Yadav, bats at a 170-plus strike 
rate. The likes of Yashasvi Jaiswal 
and Ruturaj Gaikwad showed prom-
ise in the opportunities they got in 
the absence of senior players but 
there is no substitute to experience 
at an ICC event.

It's a sentiment that has been 
unanimously voiced by former play-
ers including Sunil Gavaskar and 

Sourav Ganguly, who have backed 
the inclusion of Rohit and Kohli in 
the T20 squad. Former India selec-
tor Sarandeep Singh too feels Rohit 
and Kohli are best suited for the job.

"It is the right call. In ICC events, 
you need players who can handle 
pressure well. They both were great 
in the ODI World Cup and are in top 

form. However, this development 
means it would be very difficult to 
accommodate Jaiswal and Ruturaj," 
he told PTI. He also justified the 
celebrated pair not playing the short-
est format since November 2022.

"You have to prepare bench 
strength also. In all probability, this 
will be their last T20 World Cup. If 

Rohit and Virat were not rested, you 
could not have tried the likes of 
Jaiswal, Ruturaj, Jitesh (Sharma) and 
others. Having said that, these two 
greats don't need to play the short-
est format to make a comeback. 
Eventually, the performance of all 
the World Cup probables in the IPL 
will make the picture clearer for 

the subsequent World Cup," the 
former India spinner added.

With Rohit and Kohli's inclusion, 
it is amply clear that selectors did 
not want to rock the boat.

Former India opener Aakash Cho-
pra feels the selectors had to pick 
both the greats as they could not have 
left one and included the other.

"It seemed they won't play 
another T20 World Cup (after 2022) 
as they had not been playing since 
the previous edition. Both are in 
the same boat. Even if the selectors 
thought about leaving out one of 
the two, I don't think they would 
have been able to do that. It was 
always about picking both or oth-
erwise," Chopra said on his YouTube 
channel.

Hardik Pandya had led the T20 
side in Rohit's absence and was 
expected to lead the team in the US 
and Caribbean but another injury 
setback seems to have cost him that 
chance. Rohit is back as captain and 
will have Kohli by his side to rely on 
when India takes on the sprightly 
bunch of Afghans in the three-match 
series. But most significantly, will 
they finally be able to land an elusive 
ICC title? That question will be 
answered in five months' time.

'Sleeping giant' India awakening, says coach Stimac ahead of Asian Cup
NEW DELHI: Igor Stimac says 

Indian football is "definitely out 
of its slumber" but the outspoken 
coach warned against big expec-
tations at the Asian Cup starting 
on Friday in Qatar.

Football has struggled to find 
its feet in the cricket-obsessed 
nation of 1.4 billion people, with 
former FIFA president Sepp Blat-
ter once calling India "a sleeping 
giant" of the sport.

Former West Ham and Derby 
defender Stimac was appointed 
coach in May 2019 and India 
briefly broke into the top 100 of 
FIFA's world rankings for only the 
second time in nearly three 
decades.

They are now 102nd, a spot 
below Kosovo, whose population 
is less than two million.

"A giant is definitely out of its 
slumber now," declared Stimac, 
before cautioning: "But I reckon 
it will take us another four years 
to enter the top 10 in Asia."

Under the former Croatia 
international, India qualified for 
the Asian Cup with three wins 

from three against Hong Kong, 
Afghanistan and Cambodia, scor-
ing eight times and conceding 
once. India's campaign starts on 
Saturday against 25th-ranked 
Australia and they have a moun-
tain to climb in Qatar to get out 
of a group also containing Uzbeki-
stan and Syria.

"We are far from being happy 
with the draw but it is what it is," 
the 56-year-old Stimac, part of 
the Croatia team that finished 
third at the 1998 World Cup, said 
in an email interview.

"With a very short time for 

preparation it's difficult to expect 
great things, but my even great-
er concern are the injuries to some 
of our key players.

"Anyway, we are going to give 
our best and make it very difficult 
for our opponents."

This will be India's fifth Asian 
Cup. They were runners-up in 
1964 in a tournament that had 
only four teams, but apart from 
that they have never got out of 
the group phase.

They have never reached the 
World Cup.

Stimac's side lost 3-0 at home 

to reigning Asian champions 
Qatar in World Cup qualifying in 
November, underlining the task 
facing them in the coming weeks.

They also suffered friendly 
defeats to Malaysia and Iraq, 
before beating Kuwait 1-0 away 
in World Cup qualifying.

Stimac blamed the Malaysia 
and Iraq losses on "terrible refer-
eeing".

"I hate talking about it but this 
area in Asian football needs to 
improve a lot," says the Croat, 
who has a reputation for his 
straight talking.

Indian sports administrations 
are regularly embroiled in con-
troversy and in 2022 Stimac 
threatened to quit unless there 
were "drastic" changes in the 
domestic game.

"As a professional I have abso-
lute freedom but I can work only 
with what I get from our decision-
makers," he says.

In September Stimac called a 
news report claiming he con-
sulted an astrologer to pick his 
team "a disgrace" and again 

hinted his time as coach might 
be coming to an end.

Stimac says more than 20 
youngsters have been brought 
into the squad during his reign 
"and our supporters are finally 
enjoying some exciting football 
watching their national team".

But it is an indication of the 
limitations of his squad that skip-
per Sunil Chhetri, at 39, remains 
India's biggest star.

Chhetri has plundered 93 
international goals, putting him 
among the likes of Cristiano Ron-
aldo (128) and Lionel Messi (106) 
on the all-time list.

Stimac says the forward can 
bow out at a time of his choosing.

"We are not putting any pres-
sure on him whatsoever," said 
Stimac. "That's up to him. If he 
keeps enjoying his game with the 
same hunger and maintaining 
such brilliant fitness levels then 
we are there for him as long as it 
takes," he added.

"He is a proper role model for 
many Indian kids dreaming about 
becoming football players."

South African
wicketkeeper-batter 
Heinrich Klaasen 
announces Test retirement

PRETORIA: South African wicketkeeper-batter 
Heinrich Klaasen has announced his retirement from 
red-ball cricket, bringing curtains to his brief stint in 
the format.

Having made his debut against India in Ranchi in 
2019, the 32-year-old played four matches in his brief 
Test career with his final outing against the West 
Indies in Johannesburg last year.

He has scored 104 runs at an average of 13.00, while 
his top score was 35 against Australia in Sydney.

Klaassen will continue to be available for the Pro-
teas in white-ball cricket.

"After a few sleepless nights wondering if I am 
making the right decision, I have decided to retire 
from red ball cricket," he said in a statement.

"It's a difficult decision that I have made because 
it is by far my favourite format of the game. The battles 
that I faced on and off the field have made me the 
cricketer I am today. It has been a great journey and 
I am glad I could have represented my country. My 
baggy Test cap is the most precious cap I have ever 
been handed. Thanks to everyone who has played a 
part in my red ball career and shaped me into the 
cricketer I am today. But for now, a new chal-
lenge awaits and looking forward to it," 
he said.

It is understood that the explo-
sive batter is keen on the T20 fran-
chise leagues with his commit-
ments in the IPL, Hundred, and 
MLC.

He has become the second 
South African player to retire from 
red-ball cricket within a week.

Dean Elgar also hung up his boots 
following the conclusion of the two-
Test series against India that ended 
in a 1-1 draw last week.

Klaasen was dropped for 
the India series, as head 
coach Shukri Conrad 
went ahead with 
K y l e  V e r-
reynne.

ybakina blitzes Sabalenka to win Brisbane 
International; Dimitrov wins first title in six years

BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA: Elena 
Rybakina claimed her sixth career 
title with a 6-0, 6-3 rout of top-

seeded Aryna Sabalenka to win the 
the Brisbane International in a perfect 
tune-up for the first major of 2024.

Second-seeded Grigor Dimitrov 
beat top-seeded Holger Rune 

7-6 (5), 6-4 in a tightly-
fought men’s final for his 

first tour title in six 
years.

Sabalenka, who 
had won five of her 
seven previous meet-
ings against the 
f o u r t h - s e e d e d 
Rybakina, had no 
answer Sunday to the 
world No. 4's laser-
like groundstrokes 
and deft touches at 
the net as Rybakina 
dominated the final 
and stamped her 
credentials as one 
of the favourites 
for the upcoming 
Australian Open.

Almost a year 
after contesting 
the Australian 
O p en f i n a l , 

where Sabalenka beat Rybakina in a 
tight three-setter, the tables were 
turned dramatically as the 2022 
Wimbledon winner broke Sabalenka 
three times in a one-sided first set of 
just 24 minutes on Pat Rafter Arena 
in Brisbane.

It capped a dominant week for 
Rybakina, who conceded just 15 games 
across five straight-set wins and was 
the 24-year-old's sixth career title and 
first since Indian Wells last year.

“I’d like to say congrats Aryna for 
a great week and great season last 
year and hopefully we meet in Mel-
bourne,” Rybakina said. “Despite the 
score, it’s always tough to play against 
you, we always push each other.”

The loss ended Sabalenka’s streak 
of 15 wins on Australian soil, includ-
ing a title run in Adelaide last year 
before her Grand Slam breakthrough 
at Melbourne Park.

The final was the the first to fea-
ture the top two seeds in Brisbane 
since 2015, when No. 1 Maria 
Sharapova held off No. 2 Ana Ivanovic 
in three sets. It was Dimitrov's, ranked 
14th, ninth career title and his first 
since the ATP finals in 2017, the same 
year he won his first Brisbane title.

“It’s been a while since I held one 
of these, I’m a little emotional,” Dim-
itrov said at the trophy presentation. 
“It’s difficult to describe. Holger, what 
a competitor.

Coco Gauff heads to Australian 
Open with confidence high

after Auckland win
WELLINGTON: U.S. Open champion Coco Gauff 

will head to the Australian Open with greater con-
fidence in her form and fitness after beating Elina 
Svitolina in three sets in the Auckland Classic final.

The third-ranked Gauff became only the fourth 
player to win back-to-back singles in Auckland, 
achieving the feat at the age of 19.

Gauff didn’t drop a set on the way to her first 
Auckland title in 2023 and extended that run to nine 
matches when she reached Sunday’s final, again 
without dropping a set.

But she lost the opening set against second-
seeded Svitolina and had to work hard to win the 
match 6-7 (4), 6-3. 6-3 in just under three hours. 
Previously, she had spent only four hours on court 
in four matches and had dropped only 15 games on 
her way through the semifinals.

Her serve, which had been a formidable compo-
nent of her matches throughout the tournament 
— she served 10 aces in beating American Emma 
Navarro 6-3, 6-1 in a semifinal — deserted her on 
Sunday. She served only three aces but mixed those 
with seven double faults and had to find new ways 
to win points against the resilient Svitolina who 
reached a career-high ranking of three in 2017.

The final turned into the tough workout Gauff 
needed before heading to the first major of the 
season in Melbourne. Had she continued her rela-
tively effortless progress through the tournament 
she might not have been as well prepared for the 
rigors of Grand Slam play.


