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Alcaraz sets semifinal 
showdown with Djokovic at 

ATP Finals
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'BJP is committed to ensure 
all citizens have equal 

opportunities' : Mehjabeen

NEWS BRIEF
Transport officials 
intensifies checks to 
Curb Overloading 
Concerns

SRINAGAR, NOV 18: Responding to 
growing concerns about overloading 
in passenger vehicles across the city, 
Syed Shahnawaz Bukhari, Regional 
Transport Officer (RTO) Kashmir, 
emphasized the gravity of the issue 
for both authorities and passengers.

Recognizing the potential compro-
mise in safety and comfort, the RTO 
highlighted the increased risk of acci-
dents associated with overloading, 
emphasizing the particular discomfort 
experienced by female passengers 
sharing limited space.

Taking a stern stance on the 
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‘Golden Glory
Eco Park’ mesmerises 
environmentally-
conscious visitors

GANDERBAL, NOV 18: Central Kash-
mir’s Ganderbal district is witnessing 
an increase in tourist arrivals follow-
ing the inauguration of the ‘Golden 
Glory Eco Park’ in the famous tourist 
destination of Sonamarg.

Launched under the initiative 'Meri 
Maati Mera Desh' by the Lieutenant 
Governor of Jammu & Kashmir, the 
park has quickly become a preferred 
destination for visitors seeking a har-
monious blend of natural beauty and 
eco-friendly experiences.

The park’s attraction lies in its com-
mitment to sustainable tourism, 
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J&K records over 
6,000 dengue cases, 
eight deaths this year 
so far, says official 

SRINAGAR, NOV 18: Over 6000 
cases of dengue were reported this 
year while eight persons have died due 
to the disease so far in Jammu and 
Kashmir, an official said.

The official of State Epidemiology 
told the news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO) that the majority of 
the cases (3841) were reported from 
Jammu district. It was followed by 
Udhampur district (881 cases) followed 
by Kathua (549 cases) and Samba
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J&K Forging Ahead the Path of 
Rapid Transformation for Bright 

Future: LG Manoj Sinha
 � HT News Network

NEW DELHI, NOV 18: Lieu-
tenant Governor Shri Manoj 
Sinha attended the Jammu 
Kashmir Union Territory Day 
celebration at 42nd India Inter-
national Trade Fair 2023 at Pra-
gati Maidan, New Delhi.

In his address, the Lt Governor 
commended the marketing 
excellence endeavour of India 
Trade Promotion Organization 
for bringing together exhibitors, 
buyers, sellers, distributors, 
customers, small and medium 
enterprises, entrepreneurs and 
artisan under one roof.

He said the India Interna-
tional Trade Fair’s (IITF) theme 
this year is ‘Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam-United by trade’ 

is offering an ideal platform 
to showcase state-of-the-art 

technologies, innovations and 
infinite variety of creative 

products.
“J&K Pavilion at IITF is getting 

extraordinary response from 
domestic and international buy-
ers. It has become most effec-
tive instrument to promote 
tremendous market potential 
of J&K UT and build and 
strengthen the trade ties,” the 
Lt Governor said.

Sharing J&K’s journey over 
the past few years, the Lt Gov-
ernor said the UT is undergoing 
a rapid process of transforma-
tion. He said the change taking 
place in diverse sectors has 
given our entrepreneurs a new 
set of wings to achieve the new 
goals and tap into internation-
al markets.

“Badalta Jammu and
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Will fight planned and sustainable 
war against terror-recruitment 

drives in valley: DGP Swain
 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, NOV 18: Director General of 
Police (DGP) Rashmi Ranjan Swain on Satur-
day said that recruitment drives by terror 
groups won’t be allowed to happen as police 
and other security agencies will fight a deci-
sive war against terror recruitment drives in 
valley. 

Swain who recently took over the reins of 
Director General of Police (DGP) J&K was 
speaking to reporters on the sidelines of a 
maiden public grievance meeting which took 
place at PHQ Peerbagh in Srinagar district. 

“We want to make it sure that terror recruit-
ment drives in valley should end. If any youth 
joins terrorist ranks we will talk to his parents, 
teacher, principal, imam sahib as there is role 
of everyone. We can save lives of our youth 
when there is a community support,” DGP 
Swain as per KNS said.

He said police and other security agencies 
do not gauge everyone with the same yardstick. 
“The handlers sitting across the borders need 

to be cut off. They use money and other means 
to incite our youth, so it needs planned 
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Bangladesh emerges as 
potential market for 

Kashmiri apple
 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, NOV 18: Moin-ud-din, a Ban-
gladeshi trader has been camping in north 
Kashmir’s Sopore for the last three months.

As per news agency—Kashmir News Observ-
er (KNO), every day, Moin-ud-din exports more 

than two trucks of apples to his native country, 
where the demand for Kashmiri apples is 
growing with each passing day.
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'BJP is committed to ensure all citizens 
have equal opportunities': Mehjabeen

 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, NOV 18: BJP National Con-
venor Zafreen Mehjabeen on Saturday 
said the ''party is committed to ensure 
that all citizens have equal opportunities 
to succeed.''

Addressing a press conference in Sri-
nagar, after the conclusion of an awareness 
programme Shukriya Modi Abhiyan" 
(Thank You Modi Campaign), he said their 
policies are designed to create a society 
where everyone feels empowered and 
included."

The Shukriya Modi Abhiyan is a nation-

wide campaign launched by the BJP to 
express gratitude to Prime Minister Modi 
for his leadership and commitment to the 
nation's development, the local BJP unit 
said in a statement.

The campaign is being organized in all 
parts of the country, with a focus on 
highlighting the government's achieve-
ments in various sectors, it said.

In her address, Mehjabeen highlighted 
the policies and ground results of the BJP 
government, with a particular focus on 
minorities and women empowerment. 
She emphasized the government's
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Former Minister Lal Singh Sent To 14 Days 
Judicial Custody In Money Laundering Case

 � HT News Network

JAMMU, NOV 18: Former J-K 
minister Lal Singh, arrested on 
November 7 by the Enforcement 
Directorate in an alleged mon-
ey laundering case, was sent to 
judicial custody for two weeks 
by a special court here.

Singh, the chairman of the 
Dogra Swabhiman Sangathan 
Party (DSSP), was produced 
through the virtual mode before 
Special Judge Bala Jyoti after the 
expiry of his 12-day ED remand.

“Since the investigation of the 
case is ongoing and the accused 

is involved in a serious and
.TURN ON.....PAGE 02.

Tourism boom in Kashmir: 

27000 foreigners among 
21 lakh tourists visit 

Kashmir in first seven 
months of 2023

‘33 works taken up to promote pilgrim 
tourism under Sufi circuit’

 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, NOV 18: There has been a 
significant surge in the foreign and domes-
tic tourist arrivals in Kashmir this year as 
21 lakh tourists including 27000 foreign 
guests have arrived in the Valley in the first 
seven months of the current year.

The official figures accessed by the 
news agency—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO) reveals that the number of 
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Kashmir shivers as minimum 
temperature settles below freezing point

 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, NOV 18: The sub-zero 
temperatures were recorded at multiple 
places in Kashmir while a weak western 
disturbance has affected Jammu & Kash-
mir from Saturday, increasing the 
chances of light snowfall or rainfall at 
isolated places of the Union Territory.

As per the details available with the 
news agency—Kashmir News
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Chinar Corps Commander 
visits South Kashmir

 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, NOV 18: The General Officer 
Commanding of Army’s Srinagar based Chinar 
Corps, Lt Gen Rajiv Ghai on Saturday visited the 
Army's 34 Rashtriya Rifles unit in South Kash-
mir that was involved in an operation that left 
five Lashkar-e-Taiba militants dead.

The Corps Commander complimented the 
troops for the operation.

"ChinarCorps Cdr visited 34 RR deployed in 
the Counter-Terrorism grid in South 
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Div Com Kashmir assesses ongoing Summary 
Revision of Photo Electoral Rolls at Ganderbal
Also, reviews work 
progress of Z-Morh & 
Zojila Tunnels

 � HT News Network

GANDERBAL, NOV 18: The 
Divisional Commissioner (Div 
Com), Kashmir, Vijay Kumar 
Bidhuri who is also Electoral 
Roll Observer chaired a meet-
ing to assess the ongoing Sum-
mary Revision of Photo Elec-
toral Rolls, here at VC Room, 
Mini Secretariat Ganderbal.

.TURN ON.....PAGE 02.

IUST gets
4-Star Innovation 
Ranking from IIC

 � HT News Network

SRINAGAR, NOV 18: The Ministry 
of Education, Government of India's 
Institution Innovation Council (IIC) has 
awarded Islamic University of Science 
and Technology (IUST) the prestigious 
4/5 star ranking for its commendable 
efforts in nurturing innovation, entre-
preneurial ecosystem, and capacity 
building of the youth, a spokesman of 
the University said.

In the all-India IIC ranking made 
public today, IUST is among few of 
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11 lakh children 
missing first measles 
dose “inaccurate”: 
Health Ministry

 � HT News Network

NEW DELHI, NOV 18: Union health min-
istry on Saturday said that media reports 
claiming that an estimated 11 lakh children 
in India missed their first measles vaccine 
in 2022 are “ill-informed and innacurate.”

A total of 2,63,63,270 children out of the 
eligible 2,63,84,580 children received their 
first dose of Measles Containing Vaccine in 
the FinancThere have been some media 
reports alleging that an estimated 11 lakh
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J&K undergoing.....
Kashmir is not just a slogan. It symbolizes the new 

aspirations, new hope of our entrepreneurs, business 
community, artisans and the revival of the ancient 
culture. I invite the business leaders and potential 
investors to invest in J&K,” the Lt Governor said.

Efforts are being made to provide J&K’s handloom, 
handicraft and agro sector access to global market. 
New handloom, Handicraft policy and other inter-
ventions have brought positive change in the lives 
of our artisans and skilled workforce, he added.

The Lt Governor also highlighted the key initiatives 
of the UT Administration to provide vast opportuni-
ties to women entrepreneurs and artisans to show-
case their skills and contribute to the local economy.

At India International Trade Fair, the Lt Governor 
visited the J&K Pavilion and interacted with the 
exhibitors, entrepreneurs and artisans from Jammu 
Kashmir.

He said the stalls put up at the Trade fair display-
ing products from J&K are a must-visit for all.

J&K is part of focus states/UTs this year and more 
than 122 exhibitors from the Union Territory are 
offering unique handicraft, handloom and agro-based 
products. Visitors and buyers can experience creativ-
ity of our craftspeople, weavers, and a wide canvas 
of agricultural products, the Lt Governor added.

A grand cultural programme was also organized 
to mark the occasion.

Dr Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary; Sh Vik-
ramjit Singh, Commissioner Secretary, Industries & 
Commerce Department; Sh Khalid Jahangir, Manag-
ing Director JKTPO;  officers of J&K Government and 
India Trade Promotion Organization; members of 
business and trade fraternity were present.

Will fight.....
and sustained war and we will fight this war to 

put an end on terror-recruitment drives. We are 
committed that why a children of poor falls in their 
trap. We wish our youth should be monitored by 
their parents, but it needs community effort,” he 
said.

DGP also said when there will be no recruitment 
so accordingly it needs no more efforts from the 
community but I will reiterate it that we will fight 
a war against terror recruitment drives.

Speaking tough against terror-ecosystem the DGP 
said that “Those incite youth and supported them 
by means of arms, money, or luring them will be 
dealt sternly. Also people who decide to facilitate 
youth into terror-ranks are equally responsible for 
encouraging youth into terrorism. Even people who 
do even write very differently in support of terrorism 
will face toughest action… We will act tough against 
such people. Furthermore those hiding behind 
freedom of expression won’t be allowed in future,” 
DGP Swain said. 

Pertinently an AGMUT 1991 cadre officer, Swain 
has recently decided to meet people in Srinagar on 
1st and 3rd Saturday of every month while as the 
same meetings will be held in Jammu on 2nd and 
4th Saturday of every month. This effort was aimed 
to listen the grievances of people and resolve them 
in order to strengthen JKPs public outreach program.

To a query, DGP said that today’s meeting was a 
new effort. “I was not sure how many people do will 
visit PHQ along with their grievances. It was an 
experiment for me. It has a message value and an 
effort to get connecting with our people. This will 
have positively concrete result. Few issues are for 
instant solutions while as few needs to be examined 
in depth. We will refine this meeting process. We 
will make it a good grievance redressal camp. Who-
soever will visit here, their complaints will be 
attended and resolved. Whatever we can do we will 
do….,” DGP said.

On narco-terrorism he said, “Earlier charras was 
used at local level but today substances like heroine 
and brown sugar come from across the borders. It 
is a poison and is intolerable for us,” he said and 
added, “Whosoever will be found involved even from 
security departments will be dealt tough. Police will 
not retreat from taking action if our own cop is found 
involved. We will act first against those who have 
made huge wealth, constructed properties, owned 
cars from this poisonous trade. We will finish this 
model and will seize the property of not only involved 
but even their fathers and forefathers,” DGP held.

Bangladesh.....
He is joined by many such dealers who too have 

been staying in the valley to meet the demand for 
Kashmiri apple in their homeland.

“We have been associated with the apple trade in 
Kashmir for nearly a decade now. We mostly export 
American varieties of apple to our native country 
where the demand for this variety is manifold,” 
Moin-ud-din said.

The demand for Kashmiri apple in Bangladesh has 
increased significantly in recent years, making it a 
potential market for the fruit.

President North Kashmir Apple Growers Asso-
ciation Fayaz Ahmad Malik told Kashmir News 
Observer that on an average 25-30 trucks loaded 
with Kashmiri apple leave for Bangladesh from 
Sopore Fruit mandi.

“During peak season almost 30 trucks loaded with 
apples leave for Bangladesh. The dealers from Ban-
gladesh buy American variety apples which have a 
good demand in this neighbouring country,” he said.

Malik said that almost 20 percent of the total apple 
produce from north Kashmir is being shipped to 
Bangladesh annually. “These apples are transported 
to Bangladesh along the border with West Bengal. 
As the number of dealers increases yearly, we are 
confident that Bangladesh will rank among the top 
buyers of Kashmir apples in the upcoming years," 
he said. Malik said the imposition of export duty by 
the Bangladesh government, however, was becom-
ing an impediment in the large-scale exports to the 
country.

“Currently, we are paying Rs 95 per Kilogram of 
apple as export duty. It sums up Rs 22 Lakh per truck 

loaded with apples. Kashmiri traders would reap 
good benefits if the export duty was not imposed 
by the Bangladeshi government,” he said.

To meet the rising demand, exporters from Kash-
mir have been actively collaborating with Bangladeshi 
distributors and retailers to establish a seamless 
supply chain.

This partnership has not only benefited the apple 
growers in Kashmir but has also opened new avenues 
for economic collaboration between the two regions.

“Sopore fruit Mandi has become one of the poten-
tial markets for the American variety of apples. 
Growers from other districts also prefer to sell this 
apple variety here in Sopore mandi because of the 
Bangladeshi dealers who offer better rates,” said 
Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, a grower who has associ-
ated himself with Bangladeshi dealers to sell his 
apple produce.

Kashmir shivers.....
Observer (KNO), five stations of Kashmir including 

Anantnag, Pulwama, Shopian, Budgam and Bandi-
pora recorded minus temperature.

In Anantnag, a minimum temperature of minus 
1.6 degree Celsius was recorded while in Pulwama, 
minus 2.0 degree Celsius was recorded, the data said, 
adding that the lowest minimum temperature was 
recorded in Shopian at minus 3.6 degree Celsius.

According to the data, Budgam has recorded a low 
of minus 1.0 degree Celsius while Bandipora in north 
Kashmir has recorded a minimum temperature of 
minus 0.1 degree Celsius.

Srinagar, the summer capital of Jammu & Kashmir 
and Qazigund stations recorded 0.0 degree Celsius 
temperature last night.

At Kulgam and Baramulla stations, the minimum 
temperature has settled at 0.2 degree Celsius and 
0.6 degree Celsius respectively.

An Independent Weather Forecaster, Faizan Arif 
Keng told KNO that a weak Western Disturbance 
has affected Jammu & Kashmir today, but the impact 
will be too less. “The minimum temperature is 
expected to improve in the next two days while the 
sunny days are also expected till next week,” he said.

He added that a weak Western Disturbance is also 
affecting J&K on the next weekend.

Director Meteorological department (MeT), Dr 
Mukhtar Ahmad said that generally dry weather 
with occasional cloudiness is expected on November 
25th.

He said that overall no significant weather activ-
ity till 26th November is expected.

Director MeT further informed that a shallow fog 
with mist is expected during morning and evening 
hours.

Chinar Corps.....
Kashmir today. He complimented the troops for 

their meticulous planning & execution of OP SAMNU, 
#Kulgam on 16-17 Nov where Five terrorists were 
eliminated & war-like stores recovered, " Srinagar 
based Chinar Corps said in a post on X.

"Chinar Corps stands by its commitment to keep 
#Kashmir terror-free."

A joint team of police, 34 RR, Army’s elite 9 Para 
unit and 18 battalion CRPF shot dead five local 
militants of LeT in an 20-hour long gun battle in 
Kulgam district of South Kashmir on Friday.

Police said the slain were involved in a number of 
attacks on minorities including an attack on a Kash-
miri Pandit in April last year. (UNI)

27000 foreigners.....
tourists who visited Kashmir valley during the 

year 2023 from Jan to September includes 20,73,552 
domestic tourists, 27,326 foreigners.

This information was revealed by the Public 
Information Officer (PIO) in a reply to Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) filed by the activist M M Shuja. “The 
officials of the Tourism Enforcement Wing maintain 
Tourist arrivals at all the entry points Viz Srinagar 
International Airport, Railway Station Banihal and 
Qazigund Tunnel,” it reads.

About the development of new tourist offbeat 
destinations, the PIO said that the Department of 
Tourism Kashmir has identified 38 offbeat destina-
tions under Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.

“All possibilities to develop tourism infrastructure 
at these spots are being explored.” “At least 33 
Number of works have been taken up for execution 
for promotion of Pilgrimage Tourism in Kashmir 
Valley under Sufi circuit during the current financial 
year,” it reads. The PIO has further said that the 
Tourism Department identified 75 off beat destina-
tions across J&K including 38 in Kashmir Division.” 

“These Destinations are being developed under 
run-up to 75th Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav with 
infrastructure and requisite facilities for tourists. 

The Department endeavours to exploit the tour-
ism potential of these destinations with the involve-
ment of locals, youth-clubs, PRIs and in convergence 
with other Departments,” it reads. 

According to the concerned information officer, 
the Department has been organising various events 
and festivals in these destinations.

“Recently the department organized Doodh-
pathri Winter Festival, Badamwari Festival, Yousmarg 
Spring Festival, Water Sports Event at Manasbal, 
‘Discover South Kashmir’ at Kokernag & Verinag, Star 
Gazing Event at Verinag, Pre-Event for Miss World 
Pageant 2023, Bungus Festival, FAM Tour to Keran, 
Destination Wedding,” it reads.

“A detailed roadmap is being prepared by the 
Tourism Department to develop and promote these 
destinations keeping in view their USP's and Tourism 
potential as well as potential in other areas including 
handicrafts, horticulture, etc,” the official said.

It also said that the department was laying empha-
sis on engaging youth by liaising with Mission Youth 
Department and ensuring that employment oppor-
tunities are created for the youth in these areas.

“The Department is also making efforts to map 
the available infrastructure and resources in these 
destinations including tourist accommodation, food 

outlets, wayside amenities, etcetera and every effort 
shall be made to bridge up the infrastructural gaps,” 
reads the RTI reply. 

It also said that the department was rigorously 
promoting these destinations in the various road 
shows and travel marts across the country and 
exclusive brochures are being prepared to showcase 
the beauty and tourism potential of these destina-
tions.

'BJP is.....
efforts to address issues such as triple talaq and 

Haj without Mohram (guardian), the statement said.
"The BJP, under the leadership of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, has taken historic steps to empow-
er women and address the concerns of minorities," 
Dr. Mehjabeen said.

"The Shukriya Modi Abhiyan is an opportunity 
to express our gratitude to the Prime Minister for 
his unwavering commitment to the welfare of all 
sections of society", the statement quoted her saying.

The event was also addressed by other BJP leaders, 
who spoke about the party's commitment to inclu-
sive development and social justice, it said.

The senior BJP leaders who attended the function 
are Minority Morcha J&K Sheikh Bashir, State Pres-
ident Minority Morcha Ranjodh Singh Nalwa, BJP 
Media Incharge Sajid Yousuf Shah, BJP Social Media 
Incharge Sahil Bashir Bhat, Office Secretary Salinder 
Singh and General Secretary Minority Morcha Bhat 
Imtiyaz. (UNI)

Former Minister.....
non-bailable offence, besides as per IO (Investiga-

tion officer), the accused, herein, tried to derail the 
investigation by not cooperating…

“Moreover, statements of other material wit-
nesses are yet to be recorded, as such, the prayer of 
the IO is granted and the accused person is remand-
ed to judicial custody for a period of 14 days w.e.f. 
(with effect from) 18-11-2023 to 01-12-2023),” the 
court said.

The court directed that Singh be lodged at the 
district jail in Amphalla, Jammu and asked the IO to 
expedite the investigation.

“Accused person shall be subjected to regular 
medical checkup under rules. He has been apprised 
of his right to engage an advocate to defend him,” 
the order said. Singh will be produced in court through 
video conferencing after the expiry of judicial remand 
on December 1.

The court directed the superintendent of the 
district jail in Amphalla to provide basic amenities 
to the accused in line with the jail manual.

The former minister was arrested from a house 
here on November 7 within hours of the special judge 
dismissing his anticipatory bail application.

He is under investigation by the ED in connection 
with the case against an educational trust run by 
his wife and former legislator Kanta Andotra.

In a related development, the arguments on the 
main bail application in the court of principal ses-
sions judge, Jammu remained inconclusive and will 
resume on Monday.

Special public prosecutor Ashwani Khajuria filed 
a detailed objection in the court and sought a direc-
tion to the petitioner to present the bail application 
before the special judge in the interest of justice and 
fair procedure of law.

The money laundering case stems from an Octo-
ber 2021 charge sheet filed by the CBI in this case 
which alleged criminal connivance in the issuance 
of land between January 4 and January 7, 2011, 
without mentioning details in respect of violation 
of the ceiling limit of 100 standard kanals imposed 
under Section 14 of the Jammu and Kashmir Agrar-
ian Reforms Act, 1976, thereby giving undue pecuni-
ary advantage to trust.

Based on this, the trust acquired multiple pieces 
of land of about 329 kanals vide three gift deeds 
executed on January 5 and January 7, 2011, the CBI 
charge sheet claimed.

In 2015, Lal Singh was inducted into the Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed-led PDP-BJP government. He 
quit the BJP in 2019 amid a controversy over the 
Kathua rape and murder case.

Singh was elected as MP from Udhampur Lok 
Sabha seat in 2009 and 2004 on Congress ticket. He 
was elected to the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly 
in the 1996 and 2002 polls and was then appointed 
minister for health and medical education in the 
Sayeed-led Congress-PDP government. (Agencies)

IUST gets.....
the institutes in the country, and notably, the only 

institute from Jammu and Kashmir, achieving a 
4-star ranking.

IUST, through its Centre for Innovation and Entre-
preneurship Development (CIED), has been at the 
forefront of inspiring and guiding youth to transform 
their innovative ideas into successful ventures.

The institution actively provides mentorship 
support to aspiring entrepreneurs and offers seed 
capital grants to startups all over the country.

Prof. Shakil Ahmad Romshoo, Vice Chancellor of 
IUST, commended the collective efforts of the IUST 
fraternity for achieving this remarkable feat.

He emphasized that the collaborative initiatives 
between IUST and industry partners signal a new 
era of entrepreneurial revolution that will contribute 
to the prosperity of Jammu and Kashmir.

Prof. Romshoo thanked the Government of India 
and the UT administration for their generous support 
to IUST in promoting a culture of innovation, entre-
preneurship, and startups in the region.

He elaborated that CIED IUST-Foundation, a reg-
istered Section 8 company, stands as the pioneer 
and the only incubator in Jammu and Kashmir, 
providing substantial capital support of up to 50 
lakhs to individual startups through the Startup 
Seed Capital Fund Scheme of the DPIIT, Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, Government of India.

This important initiative is geared towards empow-
ering start-ups and catalysing the realization of their 

CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

MUJAI KUCH KAHNA HAY...
Apeal To Commissioner Sahib
Srinagar Muncipal Corporation (SMC) 

Respected Sir,
This is with regard to a genuine Public grievance which I am facing with. A multi storied 

building Complex in front of my house at Azad Colony, 90 Feet Road Soura, Srinagar is totally 
illegal. The owner has got two Permissions. Below one for a garage 2nd story given for rent and 
third one for living purposes for himself.  Instead of this he has made it a business hub, without 
using it for residential purposes. This Complex has totally compromised the privacy of my house. 
He has constructed a huge walls concealing my house from light, from front and side ways. He 
had told, he will keep blind from our side, but instead has opened gallery of big windows of 8 
ft height from there (many such). My daughter's and daughter in-laws cannot come out from 
my house outside .I request you to come yourself, and see what he has made in a residential 
colony. Sideways houses for his servants like secretariat, he has constructed. Generators raised 
a intivate, which though by your orders he has displaced but for a noble man cannot  live  and 
reside there. Keeping in view of secrecy of us including our female folk, and depleting our 
environment  which he has smashed in all ways. From front side there are big drain pipes laid,and 
he  could not  have  permission to construct  house so close to them. as per rules, God knows 
the rules ,how he got permission . Kindly give us a relief to allow us to live as a noble family and 
as per rules of my democratic rights for living in a residential colony.

Kindly intervene at the earliest, as  gave  humble  directions for displacing generators, relief 
a bit from noise pollution keep the environment pollution and our secrecy right to live

And oblige.
Yours faithfully

Prof (Dr.) Khurshid Sheikh
90 feet Road Soura Srinagar

ideas into thriving business ventures.
Romshoo also highlighted the recent fund-

ing from the Department of Science and Tech-
nology, amounting to about Rs. 5.0 crores, for 
the establishment of an inclusive Technology 
Business Incubator (i-TBI) at IUST.

He emphasized that CIED has conducted 
numerous outreach initiatives across Jammu 
and Kashmir, impacting over ten thousand 
youths, with a specific focus on women's entre-
preneurship development.

Furthermore, he announced that in col-
laboration with SIDBI, IUST is introducing a 
STEM (Skill to Enterprise Model) one-year 
diploma program aimed at equipping skilled 
youth with entrepreneurial skills. (UNI)

Div Com Kashmir.....
The meeting was attended by the Deputy 

Commissioner (DC) Ganderbal, (DEO) Shyam-
bir, ADC, ACR, EROs, AEROs and other district 
officers. The meeting was also attended by the 
representatives of various registered political 
parties.

During the meeting, the DC briefed the chair 
about the progress made in the ongoing work 
related to the Summary Revision of Photo 
Electoral Rolls for the year 2023.

The Div Com conducted thorough evaluation 
of the progress  in the district under the ongo-
ing SSR 2023, examining the number of fresh 
application for inclusion and other claims and 
objections.

He emphasized the importance of adhering 
to the guidelines set by the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) and urged the concerned 
EROs and AEROs to conduct revisions prompt-
ly in line with the notified schedule.

The chair stressed the importance of EROs 
making concerted efforts through diverse 
awareness initiatives under the SVEEP program 
and encourage all eligible young electors to 
register their names in electoral rolls, ensuring 
that no eligible voter goes unregistered.

The Divisional Commissioner also expressed 
gratitude to the representatives of various 
political parties for their attendance at the 
meeting and underscored the pivotal role of 
Booth Level Agents.

11 lakh children.....
children in India missed their first measles 

vaccine dose in 2022, according to a report 
published by the World Health Organization 
and US Centres for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC).ial Year 2022-23These reports are 
not based on facts and do not reflect the true 
picture. These reports are based on the esti-
mated number reported under WHO UNICEF 
Estimates National Immunization Coverage 
(WUENIC) 2022 report which covers the time-
period from January 1, 2022 to December 31, 
2022, the ministry said in a statement.

However, as per the HMIS of Union Ministry 
of Health & Family Welfare, a total of 2,63,63,270 
children out of the eligible 2,63,84,580 children 
received their first dose of Measles Containing 
Vaccine (MCV) in the FY 2022-23 (April 2022 
to March 2023) and only 21,310 children missed 
their first dose of Measles Containing Vaccine 
(MCV) in 2022-23, the ministry said. Besides 
this, several initiatives have been undertaken 
by the Government of India in coordination 
with the States to ensure that all children, either 
unvaccinated or partially vaccinated receive 
all missed/due doses of Measles Containing 
Vaccine (MCV).

Transport.....
matter, the RTO Kashmir issued directives 

for officers to intensify inspections, particu-
larly during late evening hours. The focus is on 
ensuring public transport availability and 
enforcing penalties for exceeding passenger 
capacity limits, he said.

The RTO stressed the importance of main-
taining public transport availability, espe-
cially during late evening hours, connecting 
various locations, notably Lal Chowk and major 
hospitals in the city.

"This initiative aims to address the pressing 
issue of overloading and enhance the overall 

safety and convenience of passengers," he 
added.

‘Golden Glory.....
featuring eco-friendly initiatives that have 

captured the admiration of environmentally 
conscious travellers. From lush greenery to 
thoughtfully designed walking trails, the 
Golden Glory Eco Park offers a tranquil escape 
for nature enthusiasts.

News agency—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO) spoke to some visitors who expressed 
their appreciation for the park's picturesque 
landscapes and the incorporation of eco-friend-
ly features.

The inauguration of the park is hailed as a 
pivotal milestone in the region's ongoing efforts 
to enhance tourism infrastructure.

Local authorities are optimistic about the 
positive impact of Golden Glory Eco Park on 
the tourism sector in central Kashmir. They 
said the park not only showcases the region's 
natural splendour but also emphasises the 
importance of responsible tourism practices.

Sunil Singhaniya from Goa said, "This Eco 
Glory Park is beautiful, and the wooden logs 
and the natural view of that park have made 
me feel like heaven."

Kritika from Kolkata added, "This place is 
giving a new look. I have also visited Sonmarg 
in the past years, but this time, when I visited 
here, I felt amazed to see the Eco Park, and I 
would like to invite everyone to come and 
visit here."

J&K records.....
(349 cases), he said.
“There were 97 cases in Rajouri, 66 in Reasi, 

65 in Doda, 62 in Ramban, 36 in Poonch, 9 in 
Kishtwar, 26 in Kashmir and 40 from other 
areas,” he said.

This year’s count is seen to be less than last 
year when a record 8,269 dengue cases along 
with 18 fatalities were registered. According 
to data for more than a decade, 1,709 cases 
were reported in 2021, 439 in 2019, 53 in 2020, 
214 in 2018, 488 in 2017, 79 in 2016, 153 in 2015, 
four in 2014, 1 837 in 2013, 16 in 2012, three in 
2011, none in 2010 and two in 2009.

According to the official, the cases are on 
decline now but advised people take “preemp-
tive” measures in the absence of a dengue 
vaccine and called for proactive prevention to 
combat the painful ailment.

He said a total of 1911 dengue patients have 
been admitted to the hospitals till date and of 
them, 1766 have been discharged and 67 
patients are still under treatment.

“Panic is unnecessary but vigilance and 
preventive measures are crucial,” he said.

The official said that individuals who test 
positive for dengue should prioritise physical 
and mental rest, maintain proper hydration, 
and consume a diet rich in fruits and vegetables.

Outlining a comprehensive approach to 
dengue prevention, he urged people to manage 
and modify the environment to prevent mos-
quitoes from accessing egg-laying habitats. 
“This involves proper disposal of solid waste, 
removal of artificial water-holding containers, 
and regular cleaning and maintenance of 
domestic water storage units,” he said and 
recommended appropriate use of insecticides 
in outdoor water storage containers.

The doctor informed about the helpline 
number 104 for assistance which is available 
from 9 am to 6 pm daily.

He said positive patients are provided coun-
selling and guidance through the helpline.

Healthcare professionals recommend elim-
inating stagnant water that serves as mos-
quito breeding sites at home, schools, work-
places, and their surroundings to prevent 
dengue. They suggested avoiding mosquito 
bites by covering the body and using mos-
quito nets when sleeping during the day, which 
should be sprayed with insect repellents.

Common symptoms of dengue, as described 
by doctors, include fever, headache, eye pain 
(typically behind the eyes), muscle, joint, or 
bone pain, rash, nausea, and vomiting, the 
doctors said.
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Baramulla Celebrates 70th All India Cooperative Week
Showcases Sector's achievements in District &  Emphasizes on Community Awareness

 � HT News Network

BARAMULLA NOVEMBER, 18: The 
Department of Cooperatives, Baram-
ulla, today held a day long mega func-
tion at Dak Bunglow here to celebrate 
the 70th All India Cooperative Week 
aimed at showcasing the remarkable 
achievements within the cooperative 
sector and fostering awareness among 
the public.

Additional District Development 
Commissioner (ADDC) Baramulla, 

Aijaz Abdullah Sarad was the chief 
guest on the occasion who inaugu-
rated the event by hoisting the coop-
erative flag at the complex in presence 
of officials of different cooperative 
societies of the district.

Highlighting the indispensable con-
tribution of Cooperative Societies to 
socio-economic advancement, the 
ADDC urged the officials to actively 
engage in disseminating information 
about the initiatives and schemes 
undertaken by the department 
through awareness campaigns.

Aijaz Abdullah further urged stake-
holders to intensify efforts towards 
making these societies more dynam-
ic by generating ample employment 
prospects for the youth.Deputy Reg-
istrar Cooperative Societies, Baram-
ulla, Arif Ahmad Shah, while elucidat-
ing the importance of celebrating 
Cooperative Week with its theme "Role 
of Cooperative in $5 Trillion Economy 
and SDGs",  highlighted the achieve-
ments of Cooperative Societies in the 
district.He offered detailed insights 
into the diverse range of schemes 

initiated by the Cooperative depart-
ment, emphasizing the importance of 
encouraging educated youth, women, 
and marginalized sections to partici-
pate actively in cooperative ventures 
for sustainable livelihoods.The event 
culminated by honoring exceptional 
cooperative entities and their person-
nel with certificates and mementos 
as tokens of appreciation. The event 
culminated by honoring exceptional 
cooperative entities and their person-
nel with certificates and mementos 
as tokens of appreciation.
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70th Cooperative Week 
Celebrated at Bandipora
 � HT News Network 

BANDIPORA, NOVEM-
BER 18: The 70th Coopera-
tive Week celebrations held 
on  Saturday in district 
Bandipora, marking a sig-
nificant milestone of coop-
erative movement within 
the region.

The week-long celebra-
tion, organized by the 
Department of Coopera-
tives Bandipora, was 
attended by Deputy Regis-
trar Cooperatives Bandip-
ora, Adnan Nazir, officials, 
farmers besides residents 
to commemorate seven 
decades of cooperative suc-
cess and resilience.

The event was organised 
to highlight the crucial role 
cooperatives play in foster-
ing economic development, 
social inclusion, and sus-
tainable growth.

On the occasion, interac-
tive sessions were con-
ducted to promote aware-
ness about the benefits of 

cooperative enterprises. 
These sessions focused on 
empowering individuals 
with the knowledge and 
tools necessary to establish 
and sustain successful 
cooperative ventures.

One of the central themes 
of the event was agriculture 
and rural development.

A special exhibition 
showcased the achieve-
ments of local farmers' 
cooperatives, underscoring 
their vital role in enhancing 
agricultural productivity 
and improving livelihoods.

The celebrations featured 
activities designed to 
inspire and engage youth 
in cooperative initiatives. 
Youth-led discussions and 
forums emphasized the 
relevance of cooperatives 
in addressing contempo-
rary challenges.

On the occasion, the 
Deputy Registrar said that 
over the past seven decades, 
there has been a positive 
impact of cooperatives on 
our community.

DC Kulgam inaugurates  
Inter-District Athletic Meet for Girls
Organization of those events, indispensable for honing skills: DC 

 � Farooq Rather

KULGAM, NOVEMBER 18:  Deputy 
Commissioner Kulgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi 
ud Din Bhat today inaugurated the 
Inter-District Athletic Meet 2023, for 
all age group of Girls at Sports Sta-
dium Kulgam.

The mega event is being organised 
by the Joint Directorate, Youth Ser-
vices and Sports Kashmir and hosted 
by DYSSO Kulgam.

About three hundred (300) girl 
athletes from all districts of Kashmir 
Province are taking part in this athlet-
ics meet.

Speaking at the occasion, DC Kul-
gam  appreciated the  determination 
of the athletes for participating in the 
meet while  highlighting the signifi-
cance of the sports.

He underlined the benefits of the 
sports competition in the physical 
and mental development of the indi-
viduals.

He appreciated the sports atmo-
sphere and infrastructure in place in 
the district for the smooth conduct 
of provincial and district level com-

petitions and credited the Khelo India 
initiative of the department for hon-
ing the sports skills of the young  tal-
ented lot. The DC also emphasised 
upon the students to take keen inter-
est in sports  as it will not only boost 
their academics, but will prepare them 
for future competitions and for pur-
suing sports as career.

Principal, GHSS Kulgam was the 
Guest of Honor at the occasion.

DYSSO Kulgam, Mushtaq Ahmad 

Pampori in his welcome address pre-
sented the schedule of the mega event 
and also assured the participants, 
guests  and athletes that the depart-
ment has kept all the arrangements 
in place for the smooth conduct of the 
meet.

The DYSSO Kulgam also thanked  
the District Administration for its 
support and cooperation in organis-
ing various sports programs from 
time to time.

Jammu & Kashmir Power Development Corporation
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER GENERATION
DIVISION LJHP GANTAMULLA BARAMULLA

Email: xeneljhp@gmail.com
EXTENSION NOTICE No. 01

Due to poor response to this office E-NIT No. 12 of 2023-24 dated 27-10-2023
issued vide this office No. GD/LJHP/1274-80 dated: 27-10-2023 for Extension of
33KV line from Peernia to Barrage by utilizing existing 11KV Barrage line
structure with new 100KVA 33/0.4 KVA Transformer at Barrage along with
stabilization of line by way of replacement of deteriorated wooden poles and
other allied accessories complete job at LJHP (ID: 2023_SPDC_234948_1),
the critical dates are re-scheduled as under:

S.No Activity Date already tendered Dates as per new
schedule

1. Date of Issue of tender notice 27.10.2023 27.10.2023
2. Bid document download start date 27.10.2023 to 17.11.2023 27.10.2023 to 28.11.2023

3. Bid uploading start date 27.10.2023 27.10.2023
4. Bid uploading last date 17.11.2023 28.11.2023
5. Last date for receipt of hard copies

of techno commercial (RFQ )
(one original plus one copy)

18.11.2023 29.11.2023

6. Opening of techno commercial
bids(RFQ)

20.11.2023 30.11.2023

All the terms and conditions shall remain the same.

DIPK-NB-4299/23
DATED: - 18.11.2023 EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

Generation Division LJHP,
Gantamulla Baramulla

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
` Public Works (R&B) Deptt, Division Karan Nagar Srinagar.

HQ’s: Kaksarie, Karan Nagar Srinagar-190010. Email: eernbkarannagar@gmail.com

eNITNo.15/e-tendering/2072-79 of 2023-24, DATED:-18-11-2023
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K Union Territory, e-tenders (In Single cover

system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with
J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following work:-

S.No NameofWork Adv.Cost
(Rs.In lacs )

Bid Security
(In Rupees)

Cost

0f T/Doc.
(InRupees)

Time of
Completion(
Calendar
days)

Ref. to
Authority
/AAA

Ref. to /T/S
Class of
Contract Major Head of

Account
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10 11

1.
Augmentation of Office
Building of FCR at Srinagar
Phase-II

Rs. 9.98
lacs 19960/- 600/- 30 days

FC/P&S/Plan/
39 of 2023,Dt:
02-11-2023

EE/R&B/KNR/12/
TS/2023-24,Dt: 16-

11-2023
CEE &
DEE

4059-Capital
Outlay

2.

Construction of new Septic
Tank and Soakage pit in
Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir's Office at Amar
Nawas Srinagar

Rs. 6.76
lacs 13520/- 300/- 20 days

433-
DivComK/Dev
of 2023,Dt: 21-

10-2023

EE/R&B/KNR/13/
TS/2023-24,Dt: 18-

11-2023

CEE &
DEE

UT 4059-Capex
Budget

1. Position of funds: Available
2. Project Authority:- i. Financial Commissioner (Revenue) J&K.

ii.Divisional Commissioner Kashmir

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 18-11-2023

2. Period of downloading of bidding documents From 18-11-2023 3.00 P.M upto 24-11-2023 4.00 P.M.

3. Bid submission Start Date 18-11-2023 from 4.00 P.M

4. Bid Submission End Date 24-11-2023 upto 4.00 P.M

5. Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 25-11-2023 at 11:00 A.M in the Office of the, Executive
Engineer(R&B Division) Karan Nagar Srinagar

DIPK-12471/23
Date: Nov 18 2023 Sd/-

Executive Engineer,
R&B Div. Karan Nagar Sgr.

DC Budgam dedicates State of the Art Truenat 
Quattro Machine to District TB Centre, Budgam

 � HT News Network 

BUDGAM, NOVEMBER 18: The 
Deputy Commissioner (DC), Budgam, 
Akshay Labroo today dedicated a first 
of its kind 4-Model Truenat Quattro 
machine to District Tuberculosis Cen-
tre (DTC), Budgam.

The machine was sanctioned  under 
District funds to improve diagnostics 
in the District. The machine is used 
for diagnosis of TB, Hepatitis, Malar-
ia, HIV etc by molecular technology 
as well as tests for drug resistance 
(Rifampicin).

Speaking on the occasion, DC said 
that the facility will enhance and 
improve healthcare and patients 

would get largely benefitted, without 
waiting for long time for diagnosis.

He said that the district administra-
tion is committed to improve patient 
care in all capacities and efforts are 
on to equip our health  Institutions 
with latest and modern machinery 
and facilities across the District.

The DC appreciated the District 
Tuberculosis Officer for timely projec-
tion for the important machinery and 
for its timely installation  at the DTC, 
Budgam. He encouraged health 
authorities to ensure timely procure-
ment and installation of all other 
sanctioned health equipment and 
machinery at other health facilities 
also.

The Truenat Machine  gives result 
in one hour and all the tests are done 
free of cost to the patients with Tuber-
culosis symptoms.

State TB Officer, Dr Adfar said that  
this is the first Quattro machine in 
the UT and added that till now we had 
only DUO model of the machine.

Kulgam Traffic Department SO’s 
Relentless Work to Contain Road Violations

 � Farooq Rather 
Kulgam 18 Nov : Kulgam 

Traffic Department’s section 
officer, Abdul Rasheed, has 
been to some extent an 
instrumental in curbing 
traffic violation and instill-
ing a traffic sense in road 
users here with his unwav-
ering efforts.  

Rasheed’s participation 
in different traffic drives in 
the district has proved fruit-
ful to mitigate accidents and 
traffic violations. With his 
active role in containing the 
violations and organising 
traffic drives thereof, he has 
prevented the offences like 
helmet-less riding, frequent 
traffic jams, overloading by 

erring drivers, driving with-
out licence etc. 

The things pertaining to 
traffic violations have been 
improving in Kulgam since 
a couple of months after 
Rasheed’s a lot has improved 
with regard to a traffic sce-
nario in Kulgam and less 
violations have been 
observed in the wake of 

drivers and two-wheeler 
riders following rules.

Section officer Abdul 
Rasheed was said to have 
been advising from some 
weeks to riders in the dis-
trict to use helmets, with 
restraint on their motor-
cycles' speed. He has also 
been disseminating the 
information pertaining.
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Now Drinking Water 
Crisis in Kashmir...
We need to Act, Before
it gets too Late 

In Kashmir, where nature's beauty is 
unparalleled, a less conspicuous but per-
vasive crisis has taken root – the scarcity of 
drinking water. Despite living in the 21st 
century, a significant portion of the popu-
lation in Kashmir continues to grapple with 
a basic necessity that many take for grant-
ed. This crisis is not merely a reflection of 
natural resource constraints but also under-
scores systemic shortcomings and the 
urgency for comprehensive solutions.

The sources of this crisis are multifaceted. 
Climate change has altered precipitation 
patterns, leading to erratic water supply. 
Rapid urbanization and population growth 
have strained existing infrastructure, exac-
erbating the demand-supply gap. Addition-
ally, political and social factors have hin-
dered the development of sustainable water 
management strategies.

The repercussions are felt deeply in every-
day life. Families are forced to travel long 
distances in search of potable water, with 
women and children often bearing the brunt 
of this burden. Health issues stemming 
from contaminated water sources com-
pound the problem, turning it into a public 
health crisis.

Addressing Kashmir's drinking water 
crisis demands a holistic approach. Invest-
ments in infrastructure, coupled with com-
munity engagement and awareness pro-
grams, can pave the way for sustainable 
solutions. It is imperative for both local and 
national authorities to prioritize and expe-
dite action, ensuring that every resident in 
Kashmir has access to the most basic of 
human needs, clean and safe drinking water.

Balancing Concerns; The 
Role of Coaching Centres

 � Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon

I recently had the opportunity to read an insightful 
article titled "Education as a Business: The Dark Side 
of Coaching Centers." While I appreciate the concerns 
raised by the author regarding the commercialization 
of education, I believe it is crucial to acknowledge the 
positive contributions that coaching centers make to 
the academic landscape. As such, I would like to pres-
ent a well-rounded perspective that highlights the 
benefits of coaching centers in nurturing students' 
educational growth.

Specialized Guidance and Expertise: Coaching 
centers employ highly skilled and experienced teach-
ers who possess in-depth knowledge of the subjects 
they teach. These educators, including professionals 
like myself who hold a Master's degree in Urdu and 
Education, bring a wealth of knowledge and expertise 
to the classroom. With my strong foundation in Urdu 
and education, combined with a good understanding 
of computer technology, I have been working in the 
coaching industry for the past eight years, helping 
students excel in their academic pursuits. By provid-
ing personalized guidance, we assist students in 
navigating complex concepts and expanding their 
understanding of various subjects.

Supplementing Traditional Education: Coaching 
centers serve as valuable supplements to traditional 
educational institutions. They offer additional resourc-
es, study materials, and practice sessions that may 
not be readily available in regular schools or colleges. 
Drawing on my own experience, I have witnessed 
the positive impact of these supplementary resourc-
es on students' learning outcomes. By incorporating 
my knowledge of Urdu, education, and computer 
technology, I have contributed to the development 
of comprehensive study materials and digital resourc-
es that cater to students' diverse needs and enhance 
their educational experience.

Skill Development and Exam Preparation: Coach-
ing centers contribute significantly to the develop-
ment of essential skills such as discipline, effective 
study habits, and time management. Through 
structured study plans, mock tests, and practice 
sessions, students acquire valuable examination 
strategies and enhance their problem-solving 
abilities. Having worked in the coaching industry 
for several years, I have witnessed firsthand how 
students benefit from this comprehensive approach. 
By leveraging my expertise in Urdu, education, and 
computer technology, I have helped students devel-
op the necessary skills to excel in their examinations 
and achieve their academic goals.

Collaborative Learning and Motivation: Coaching 
centers provide opportunities for students to interact 
with like-minded peers who share similar educa-
tional goals. These interactions foster a sense of healthy 
competition, collaborative learning, and personal 
growth. With my background in Urdu, education, and 
computer technology, I have facilitated collaborative 
learning environments where students engage with 
motivated peers and benefit from group discussions 
and interactive activities. Through such experiences, 
students are encouraged to push their boundaries, 
strive for excellence, and continuously improve their 

academic performance.
Quality Education and Supportive Environment: 

Reputable coaching centers prioritize their students' 
success by investing in well-trained teachers and 
comprehensive study materials. They create a sup-
portive learning environment that nurtures students' 
intellectual growth and instills a passion for knowl-
edge. As someone who has dedicated several years 
to the coaching industry, I have consistently strived 
to provide quality education and create a supportive 
atmosphere for students. Drawing on my expertise 
in Urdu, education, and computer technology, I have 
developed innovative teaching methods, mentored 
students, and offered individualized attention to 
maximize their learning potential.

Job Opportunities for Educated Youth: It is worth 
mentioning that coaching centers also provide employ-
ment opportunities for highly educated individuals. 
Drawing from my own experience of working in 
coaching centers for the past eight years, I have wit-
nessed how these institutes effectively utilize the 
knowledge and skills of professionals, including 
individuals with expertise like myself, to benefit 
students and contribute to their educational growth. 
By offering job opportunities to highly educated youth, 
coaching centers not only empower individuals but 
also tap into their expertise to enhance the overall 
quality of education provided. With my specialization 
in Urdu, education, and computer technology, I have 
been able to actively contribute to the development 
of comprehensive study materials, implement inno-
vative teaching methods, and integrate technology 

into the learning process. This multifaceted approach 
has played a vital role in enriching the educational 
experience for students.

In essence, while concerns regarding the commer-
cialization of education are valid, it is important to 
recognize the invaluable role coaching centers play 
in the educational system. These centers offer special-
ized guidance, supplementary resources, and a sup-
portive learning environment that significantly 
contribute to students' academic success. Moreover, 
coaching centers provide employment opportunities 
for highly educated individuals to utilize their knowl-
edge and expertise in serving students' educational 
needs. By acknowledging the positive aspects of 
coaching centers and addressing the concerns raised, 
we can work towards a balanced and effective educa-
tion system that benefits all students.

To the author: Thank you for your thought-provok-
ing article, which prompted me to consider the 
multifaceted nature of coaching centers. I hope my 
perspective, drawing upon my experience in the 
coaching industry, provides a more comprehensive 
understanding of the subject.

About the Author: Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon is a 
renowned Motivational Speaker and an 

Associate Editor of the weekly publication 
'Education Quill.' With a Master's degree in Urdu 

and Education, and expertise in computer 
technology, he has been working in the coaching 

industry for the past eight years. Follow the 
author on Instagram at @UBI9305.

Be Ambitious With Goals, Not Deadlines
 � Jaswinder Pal

In today's fast-paced world, we are often 
driven by deadlines and the constant pressure 
to achieve results quickly. While deadlines 
can provide structure and motivation, they 
can also hinder our ability to think creative-
ly and pursue ambitious goals. In this article, 
we will explore the importance of setting 
ambitious goals and why they should take 
precedence over rigid deadlines.

The Power of Ambition:
Ambition is the driving force behind inno-

vation, progress, and personal growth. It 
pushes us to aim higher, dream bigger, and 
reach for the extraordinary. When we set 
ambitious goals, we tap into our full potential 
and expand the limits of what we believe is 
possible. Ambition fuels passion and deter-
mination, leading to breakthroughs and 
remarkable achievements.

Fostering Creativity:
Ambitious goals require us to think outside 

the box and explore unconventional approach-
es. They encourage us to take risks, experiment 
with new ideas, and challenge the status quo. 
When we focus solely on deadlines, we may 
resort to safe and predictable solutions, limiting 
our ability to innovate and find better alterna-
tives. By prioritizing ambitious goals, we create 
an environment that nurtures creativity and 
fosters groundbreaking discoveries.

Long-Term Vision:
Deadlines often narrow our focus to short-

term objectives, leaving little room for long-
term planning and strategic thinking. Ambi-
tious goals, on the other hand, allow us to 
envision a bigger picture and set a trajectory 

for our future. They provide a sense of purpose 
and direction, guiding our actions and deci-
sions in a way that aligns with our ultimate 

aspirations. By prioritizing long-term vision 
over immediate deadlines, we can build a 
roadmap to success that goes beyond short-

lived achievements.
Sustainable Growth:
Rigid deadlines can lead to burnout and a 

constant cycle of stress and exhaustion. When 
we prioritize deadlines above all else, we risk 
sacrificing our well-being and sacrificing the 
quality of our work. Ambitious goals, on the 
other hand, encourage us to adopt a sustainable 
approach to growth. They allow us to set real-
istic milestones and pace ourselves accord-
ingly, ensuring that we maintain a healthy 
work-life balance while striving for greatness.

Adaptability and Resilience:
The pursuit of ambitious goals requires 

adaptability and resilience in the face of 
setbacks and challenges. Deadlines, by their 
very nature, leave little room for adjustment 
or unforeseen circumstances. In contrast, 
ambitious goals acknowledge that the path 
to success is rarely linear and that we may 
encounter obstacles along the way. By focus-
ing on the goal itself rather than a fixed 
timeline, we empower ourselves to adapt, 
learn from failures, and persevere until we 
achieve what we set out to accomplish.

Conclusion:
While deadlines can be useful for manag-

ing projects and maintaining productivity, it 
is essential to prioritize ambitious goals over 
rigid timelines. By embracing ambition, fos-
tering creativity, nurturing a long-term vision, 
and promoting sustainable growth, we can 
unlock our full potential and achieve remark-
able success. So, let us dare to dream big, set 
ambitious goals, and embrace the journey 
towards greatness, knowing that it is not the 
destination that matters most, but the ambition 
and passion that drive us along the way.

The author is a SS Master, GSSS 
Hakuwala  Sri Muktsar Sahib(Punjab)
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District Road Safety Committee
 reviews implementation of Action Plan

 �  HT News Network

RAJOURI, NOVEMBER 18: 
In a proactive stride towards 
bolstering road safety and 
mitigating road incidents 
in the district, Deputy Com-
missioner Rajouri, Vikas 
Kundal on Saturday chaired 
a pivotal meeting of the 
District Road Safety Com-
mittee.To kick off the meet-
ing, Pankaj Sabharwal, 
District Rollout Manager, 
delivered a detailed presen-
tation on Integrated Road 
Accident Database/Elec-
tronic Detailed Accident 
Report). He skillfully illu-
minated the intricate 
dimensions of road safety 
by using i-RAD web portal, 
outlining proactive mea-
sures aimed at significant-
ly reducing road accidents 

in the district.He also pre-
sented a detailed report as 
per the accidents according 
to the classification of the 
road from the dash board 
of the i-RAD besides giving 
details of the month wise 
accidents. While giving 
details of the road Accidents 
as per the classification of 
tbr roads, he apprised that 
50, 35, 32 and 76 accidents 
have occurred on National 
Highway, State Highway, 

Major Distt Road and Vil-
lage/ Local Road respec-
tively.Additionally, it was 
disclosed that a total of 362 
accidents have been record-
ed in the district  since July 
2022 all of which have been 
documented and uploaded 
onto the i-RAD platform for 
comprehensive analysis 
and action. The committee 
extensively discussed 
awareness campaigns, the 
identification of black spots, 

and the installation of crash 
barriers, among other cru-
cial measures aimed at 
bolstering road safety.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner, emphasizing the 
paramount importance of 
widespread public aware-
ness, underscored the sig-
nificance of averting road 
accidents, injuries, and 
fatalities. He passionately 
encouraged all stakeholder 
departments to champion.

HT - JAMMU

Sangeeta Gupta reviews Viksit Bharat 
SankalpYatra on reparations in Reasi

 � HT News Network
REASI, NOVEMBER 18: In preparation 

for the upcoming Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra, a meeting was  chaired by Director 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs, GOI,  Sangeeta 
Gupta, today at PWD Guest House Katra 
here.

District Development Commissioner 
Reasi, Vishesh Mahajan, and Senior Super-
intendent of Police, Reasi, Amit Gupta, ADDC 
Jyoti Slathia, Joint Director Planning Suni-
ta Kanchan, ACR Anshumali Sharma, ACD 
Anirudh Rai, SDM Katra Deepak Dubey and 
other concerned officer participated in the 
meeting, demonstrating a collaborative 
approach towards success of the Yatra.

Sangeeta Gupta who is District Prabhari, 
Reasi for  Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra, asked 
the officers to ensure robust public involve-
ment, with a particular focus on engaging 
the youth. The Yatra aims to amplify aware-
ness regarding the Government's accom-
plishments and extend the benefits of 
Centrally Sponsored Schemes to the ben-

eficiaries. She highlighted the deployment 
of a Digital Van that will traverse all Pan-
chayats, delivering the Prime Minister's 
message and hosting promotional events.

Emphasizing the significance of flagship 
schemes, District Prabhari Gupta stressed 
the need for effective projection to maxi-
mize their impact on the ground.

District Development Commissioner 
Vishesh Mahajan, speaking on the occasion, 
shared that the district administration is 
committed to prepare a comprehensive 
schedule covering all blocks and urban 
areas. Nodal Officers have been assigned 
specific duties to ensure a smooth passage 
for the Yatra.

DLC approves 808 HADP, 8 PMMY schemes applications at Kathua
Twin Govt progs bound to transform farm economy from subsistence to self-reliance: DC 
 � HT News Network 

KATHUA, NOVEMBER 18: The 
District Level Committee (DLC) 
on the Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme 
(HADP) headed by Deputy Com-
missioner Rakesh Minhas today 
approved 808 loan applications 
here at its meeting held in the 
Conference hall of DC Complex.

While chairing a review meet-
ing to assess the progress and 
achievements of the Agriculture 
and allied Departments, the 
Deputy Commissioner laid 
stress on achieving the set tar-
gets assigned under the HADP 
to the Kathua district.

The DC exhorted the stake-
holder departments for effective 
implementation of HADP as the 
initiative is expected to trans-
form the farm economy from 

subsistence to self-reliance and 
create equitable opportunities 
for livelihood, employment, and 
market economy. He stressed 
close coordination with district 
administration for the imple-
mentation of different initiatives 
at the district level.

“Reaching out to the farmers 
of far-flung areas and making 
them aware of the latest tech-
nologies in the agriculture sec-
tor besides working in collabo-
ration with the representatives 
of Panchayat Raj Institutions 
(PRIs) for the successful imple-
mentation of different schemes 
at the grassroots level will foster 
agriculture economy in the dis-
trict”, he added.

After thorough scrutiny of the 
applications, the committee 
approved 629 applications 
under Integrated Farming Sys-
tem (IFS) and 118 applications under other agriculture projects of the Agriculture Sector received on Kisan Sathi Portal.

Likewise, 26 applications 
were approved under Assistance 
for construction of the Rearing 
House scheme of the Sericulture 
sector. Similarly, 24 applications 
were approved who have applied 
for Development of Fodder 
Resource and 11 applications 
under Poultry Development 
components of Animal Hus-
bandry sector.

Later, the Deputy Commis-
sioner also chaired a meeting of 
the District Level Committee for 
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sam-
pada Yojana (PMMSY) to finalise 
the applications received under 
different components of the 
scheme.

The Committee approved 6 
applications found fit for estab-
lishing Carp Units besides 2 
applications under Motorcycle 
equipped with Icebox scheme 
through draw of lots which pri-

marily aimed to enhance the 
livelihoods of fishermen and fish 
farmers involved in fisheries 
activities. “Reaching out to the 
farmers of far-flung areas and 
making them aware of the latest 
technologies in the agriculture 
sector besides working in col-
laboration with the representa-
tives of Panchayat Raj Institu-
tions (PRIs) for the successful 
implementation of different 
schemes at the grassroots level 
will foster agriculture economy 
in the district”, he added.

After thorough scrutiny of the 
applications, the committee 
approved 629 applications 
under Integrated Farming Sys-
tem (IFS) and 118 applications 
under other agriculture projects 
of the Agriculture Sector 
received on Kisan Sathi Portal.

Likewise, 26 applications 
were approved.

Special Summary 
Revision meeting held at 
Handwara

 � DR Abdul  Qayoom

KUPWARA, NOVEMBER 18: Following the directions 
of District Election Officer Kupwara, a review meeting 
of all Booth Level Officers (BLOs), Supervisors and Assis-
tant Electoral Registration Officers (AEROS) of assembly 
Constituency -5 Handwara regarding Special Sum-
mary Revision (SSR) was held at Environment Hall 
Handwara. 

The meeting was chaired by Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC), Handwara, Nazir Ahmed Mir who is 
also Electoral Registration Officer of AC-5 Handwara.

Speaking on the occasion, the ADC directed all the 
Tehsildars to organize workshops cum awareness camps 
at prominent places like Higher Secondary Schools and 
Darul-Ulooms. He asked them to involve Traders Fed-
eration members, PRIs and other role models from PWD 
community for greater participation and registration 
of maximum number of voters. 

DDC, Vice-chairperson 
Shopian inaugurates 
Hotline for SDH Keller

 � HT News Network

SHOPIAN, NOVEMBER, 18:  Vice-Chairperson, DDC 
Shopian, Irfan Manhas today inaugurated Hotline for 
Sub-District Hospital Keller, a project under Aspira-
tional Block Development Programme (ABDP) in presence 
of DDC Member, Ch. Fazil Din, ACR Shopian, Shahbaz 
Ahmad Bodha and other concerned officers, officials 
and public.The Hotline from Receiving Station Mast-
pora to Sub-District Hospital Keller was executed by 
KPDCL Shopian and came up with an estimated cost of 
Rs. 30 lakh.While speaking on the occasion, Irfan Manhas 
said that this project would fulfill the long pending 
demand of the local population of Keller and the hospi-
tal management.The ADC emphasized upon all the BLOs 
to gear up and achieve the desired targets timely.Teh-
sildar Handwara, District Election Trainer, Naib Tehsil-
dars of Taratpora and Vilgam, besides, BLOs were pres-
ent in the meeting.

VC KVIB chairs performance 
review meeting of Jammu division

Emphasizes need for active involvement of field officers in propagating aims, objectives of JKREGP & PMEGP

 � HT News Network

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 18:Dr. Vice 
Chairperson, Khadi & Village Indus-
tries Board (KVIB), Hina Shafi Bhat, 
today chaired performance review 
meeting of Jammu Division at 
Udhyog Bhawan, here. 

  The meeting was attended by 
Secretary/CEO J&K KVIB and other 
senior officers of the Board.   

During the meeting, it was 
divulged that  during the current 
financial year margin money to the 

tune of   Rs 86.16 crore involving 
Bank loan of Rs. 286 crore has been 
released for establishment of 3914 
units. Besides, employment oppor-
tunities for 31312 persons were 

created during the period and fur-
ther employment opportunities for 
more than one lakh persons are 
being envisaged by the end of cur-
rent financial year.

Vice Chairperson stressed the 
need for active involvement of field 
officers in propagating and dis-
seminating the aims and objectives 
of JKREGP and PMEGP schemes 
among all sections of the society. 
She asked the district officers to 
follow up the cases at bank level 
and ensure that instances of bank 
rejection are minimized. She also 
asked the  district officers to work 
in close coordination with banks 
and allied agencies to ensure max-
imum participation of youth and 
aspirants. 

Special camps held under SSR of 
electoral rolls across district Kulgam

 � Farooq Rather

KULGAM, NOVEMBER 18:   
Special camps were con-
ducted across the district 
today under special Sum-
mary revision of Photo Elec-
toral Rolls. Deputy Commis-
sioner Kulgam, (District 
Election Officer), Dr. Bilal 
Mohi-ud-Din Bhat today 
visited polling stations in 
Kulgam area and took stock 
of process of Registration of 
eligible voters during  spe-
cial camp organised  in these 
polling stations.During his 
visit the DEO interacted with 
BLOs and instructed the 
BLOs to ensure 100% enroll-
ment of new and eligible 
voters during this special 
summary Revision.Accom-
panying the DEO were ERO 
Kulgam Mir Imtiyaz ul Aziz, 
Dy-DEO Kulgam, Bilal 
Kamgar, Bilal Naseem 
(AERO) Kulgam and other 

officers.It was informed that 
as per the directions of the 
Election Commission of 
India, the special summary 
Revision is being carried out 
throughout the district for 
addition of new voters, dele-
tion, transposition and cor-
rection of the Parliament & 
Assembly electoral Rolls.

 It was also informed that 
anyone attaining the age of 
18 Years till 01-01-2024 can 
fill the form of inclusion, 
however persons attaining 
age of 18 from 02-01-2024 
upto 01-10-2024 can also fill 
form in advance and the last 
date for filing of claims & 
objections is  09-12-2023 
and Final Publication of Elec-
toral Roll has been fixed as 
05-01-2024. During these 
camps which are held across 
the district, EROs & AEROs 
also visited their respective 
constituencies and inter-
acted with BLOs and  people 
so that no eligible voter.

Judicial Academy holds special training 
on “Duties of Process Servers, Service of 
Processes, Different Modes of Service”

 � HT News Network

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 18: 
J&K Judicial Academy under 

the patronage of Chief Jus-
tice, High Court of Jammu 
& Kashmir and Ladakh, 
(Patron-in-Chief, J&K Judi-
cial Academy), N Kotiswar 
Singh and guidance of 
Chairperson, Governing 
Committee for J&K Judicial 
Academy, Justice Sanjeev 
Kumar and Justice Javed 
Iqbal Wani, Justice Rahul 
Bharti and Justice Moksha 
Kazmi, members of  Gov-
erning Committee for J&K 
Judicial Academy, orga-
nized one day special train-
ing programme on “Duties 
of the Process Servers, Ser-
vice of Processes, Different 
Modes of Service including 
Service through E-mail, Fil-
ing of Report, understand-
ing relevant provisions of 
CPC, CrPC applicable to the 
duties of Process Servers in 
the District Courts, Main-
tenance of Record of Process 
and Services and Identify-
ing Difficulties faced by the 
Process Servers and Evolv-
ing Solutions” for SOs/ Nazir 
Tameelaat and Process 
Servers of Jammu Province 
at Judicial Academy, Jammu.

The training programme 
was inaugurated by Justice 
Rahul Bharti, Judge, High 
Court of J&K and Ladakh 
and Member, Governing 

Committee for Judicial 
Academy. Besides, Subash 
Gupta, former District & 
Session Judge and Anoop 
Sharma, Registrar Com-

puter (IT), High Court of J&K 
and Ladakh were the 
resource persons for the 
training programme.

Justice Rahul Bharti, in 
his inaugural address, 
emphasised that the pro-
cess server's job is to ensure 
that the legal documents 
are delivered in a timely and 
appropriate manner to the 
correct individuals. Process 
servers are critical to a wide 
array of legal tasks making 
their job role a little com-
plex. He highlighted that 
the process serving mecha-
nism has changed a lot due 
to the advent of technology 
and training programmes 
like this will enhance the 
ability of the process servers 
and help them to adaptto 
the changing times.

Director, J&K Judicial 
Academy, Yash Paul Bour-
ney presented the welcome 
address and gave an over-
view of the programme. He 
highlighted that the process 
servers/orderlies being at 
the temple of justice must 
exhibit the highest stan-
dards of personal and pro-
fessional conduct and must 
inspire the trust and confi-
dence of people through 
their ability and efficacy. He 
added that Process servers 

must communicate with 
defendants and adhere 
strictly to the deadlines for 
service.

In the first technical ses-

sion, Subash Gupta, Former 
District & Session Judge 
trained the participants 
representing various dis-
trict courts about the rele-
vant provisions of CPC & 
CrPC applicable to the duties 
of SO’s/ Nazir Tameelaat & 
Process Servers. The 
resource person discussed 
the duties and responsi-
bilities of the Process Serv-
ers and Service of Process-
es including filing of report. 
The difficulties in day to day 
functioning were also iden-
tified during the interactive 
session and practical solu-
tions were suggested. He 
also guided the participants 
on the maintenance aspects 
of files, registers, record of 
process & service, cause list 
& that of execution of sum-
mons and assisting the pre-
siding officers in the day-
to-day work.In the second 
technical session, the 
resource person Anoop 
Sharma, Registrar Com-
puter (IT) discussed differ-
ent modes of online ser-
vices including service 
through e-mail, WhatsApp 
and NSTEP (National Ser-
vice and Tracking of Elec-
tronic Processes). He high-
lighted that NSTEP is 
collaboration.
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27 Companies Approved Under PLI 
Scheme For IT Hardware, Says Minister

 � HT News Network

New Delhi: Union Minis-
ter for Communications, 
Electronics and IT, Ashwini 
Vaishnaw, announced a 
significant milestone in 
India's IT hardware sector, 
stating that 27 companies 
have received approval 
under the Production 
Linked Incentive Scheme 
(PLI) within a short time-
frame.

Mr Vaishnaw said, "As 
you're aware, a few months 
back, PM Modi approved 
the Production Linked 
Incentive Scheme (PLI) 
scheme for IT hardware. 
And within the very short 
time frame, I'm very happy 
to announce that 27 com-
panies have been approved 
for the PLI."

During a press confer-
ence, Mr Vaishnaw high-
lighted that nearly 95 per-
cent of these approved 
companies, totalling 23, are 
ready to commence imme-
diate manufacturing.

Mr Vaishaw said, "The 
best part is almost 95 per-

cent of these, the exact 
number is 23 out of these 
are ready to start their 
manufacturing on day 0. 
And about 4 companies will 
start their manufacturing 
within 90 days".

He added, "These 27 
applications will lead to 
about investment of ₹ 3 
thousand crores additional 
production amount ₹ 3 lacs 
50 thousand crores and 
direct employment of about 
₹ 50 thousand and indirect 
employment about a lac and 
50 thousand. So total 
employment about 2 lac will 
be created. The value chain 
is shifting to India".

The remaining four com-

panies are expected to ini-
tiate manufacturing within 
the next 90 days. The 
approved applications are 
projected to result in an 
additional investment of ₹ 
3,000 crores, with an over-
all production value of ₹ 
3.5 lakh crores.

The direct employment 
generated is estimated at 
around 50,000, while indi-
rect employment opportu-
nities will reach approxi-
m a t e l y  1 . 5  l a k h , 
contributing to a total 
employment boost of 2 lakh.

Mr Vaishnaw mentioned 
27 companies that have 
received the PLI approval 
include Dell, Foxconn, HP, 

Flextronics, Padget, Lenovo, 
New Link, Zenus, Mega, and 
Optimus, signalling a sig-
nificant shift in the value 
chain towards India.

The PLI Scheme for IT 
Hardware, introduced by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and notified on May 
29, 2023, with a budgetary 
outlay of ₹ 17,000 crores, 
aims to enhance the IT hard-
ware manufacturing eco-
system in the country.

The scheme is anticipat-
ed to stimulate local manu-
facturing, encouraging the 
localization of components 
and sub-assemblies and 
fostering the development 
of a robust supply chain 
within India.Ashwini Vaish-
naw previously reported an 
outstanding response to the 
PLI scheme for laptops and 
PCs, with 32 applications 
received, including major 
players like HP India, Dell, 
Acer, Lenovo, and Thomson.

The scheme is poised to 
bring expected incremental 
production of ₹ 3,35,000 
crores, an incremental 
investment of ₹ 2,430 
crores.

"Continues To Be Resistance For...": 
S Jaishankar On Role Of Global South

 � HT News Network 

New Delhi: India called 
on the countries of the 
Global South on saturday 
to work towards self-reli-
ance to mitigate vulnera-
bilities vis-a-vis economic 
concentrations, noting that 
the COVID-19 era was a 
stark reminder of the perils 
of dependence for basic 
necessities on far-away 
geographies.

External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar said this while 
addressing the second edi-
tion of the India-hosted 
Voice of Global South Sum-
mit.

He also highlighted the 
achievements of India's G20 
presidency and how it sin-
cerely worked to address 
challenges facing the Glob-
al South or the developing 
nations. "The New Delhi 
Leaders' Declaration will be 
remembered for bringing 
back the G20 focus on the 
real and serious concerns 
of the Global South," Jais-
hankar said, adding that the 
document is a "comprehen-
sive message" on promoting 
strong, sustainable, bal-
anced and inclusive growth.

Without making any spe-
cific references, the exter-
nal affairs minister said 

there continues to be a 
"resistance" for a greater 
role for the Global South in 
shaping solutions for the 
key issues of present times.

"As we look ahead, our 
vision of everyone's growth, 
with everyone's trust is far 
from accomplished. While 
change is the natural order, 
there continues to be a 
resistance for a greater role 
for the Global South in shap-
ing solutions for the key 
issues of our times," he said.

"But together, we need 
to continue putting greater 
emphasis on the need to 
take everyone along and 
everyone's views along 
while we deliberate at mul-
tilateral and plurilateral 

forums," he said. Jaishankar 
argued that the Voice of 
Global South Summit can 
be greatly impactful by 
amplifying "our individual 
voices and projecting our 
shared interests for the 
emerging world order".

"We also need to work 
towards self-reliance to 
mitigate our vulnerabilities 
vis-a-vis economic concen-
trations. The Covid era is a 
stark reminder of the perils 
of dependence for basic 
necessities on far-away 
geographies," he said.

"We need to not only 
democratise and diversify 
production, but build resil-
ient and reliable supply 
chains and promote local 

solutions. Only then can the 
Global South secure its 
future," he added.

Jaishankar also referred 
to the African Union's entry 
into the G20 as a permanent 
member at the New Delhi 
summit of the grouping. 
"Perhaps, the most satisfy-
ing outcome of our G20 
presidency was the inclu-
sion of the African Union as 
a permanent member. By 
doing so, we have given 
voice to 1.4 billion people 
of Africa," he said. PTI MPB 
RC"We also need to work 
towards self-reliance to 
mitigate our vulnerabilities 
vis-a-vis economic concen-
trations. The Covid era is a 
stark reminder of the perils 
of dependence for basic 
necessities on far-away 
geographies," he said.

"We need to not only 
democratise and diversify 
production, but build resil-
ient and reliable supply 
chains and promote local 
solutions. Only then can the 
Global South secure its 
future," he added.

Jaishankar also referred 
to the African Union's entry 
into the G20 as a permanent 
member at the New Delhi 
summit of the grouping. 
"Perhaps, the most satisfy-
ing outcome of our G20 
presidency.

Big Lapse? Escape Route Was Planned 
For Uttarakhand Tunnel, But Not Built

The teams are now also coming up with alternative plans to rescue the workers.

 � HT News Network 

Dehradun: Over 160 
hours since 41 workers got 
trapped in a tunnel in Utta-
rakhand, a map has 
emerged that points to an 
alleged serious lapse on the 
part of the company 
involved in its construction. 
According to the Standard 
Operating Procedure, all 
tunnels over 3 km long are 
supposed to have an escape 
route to rescue people in 
case there is a calamity. The 
map proves that such an 
escape route was also 
planned for the 4.5 km Silk-
yara tunnel, but never 
executed.

The teams are now also 
coming up with alternative 
plans to rescue the workers, 
who have been stranded 
inside the tunnel since Sun-
day morning. Family mem-
bers of the 41 construction 
workers, most of whom are 
migrants, are now begin-
ning to worry after the 
American auger, or drill 
machine, also stopped 
working last evening after 
a loud "cracking sound" was 
heard in the tunnel. Some 
of the family members and 
other workers involved in 

the construction said the 
labourers could have been 
saved by now if the escape 
route had been built.

Such escape routes are 
meant to be used even after 
tunnels are built to rescue 
people passing through 
them in vehicles if there is 
a collapse, landslide or any 
other disaster.

The map was displayed 
when Union Minister VK 
Singh had visited the site of 
the tunnel collapse on 
Thursday, and said that the 
workers would be rescued 
in two-three days. The min-
ister of state for road trans-
port and highways had said 
the rescue could be finished 
sooner, even as early as Fri-
day, but the government 

was keeping a longer time-
line in mind to account for 
unexpected difficulties.

Three ways of getting the 
labourers out have been 
tried so far and three more 
are now being worked out.

Plan A was to use a bull-
dozer to remove the debris 
and reach the labourers, but 
it was abandoned after the 
teams realised that the rock 
was loose and there was a 
chance of more rubble tak-
ing the place of the mate-
rial that was removed.

Plan B was using an auger 
machine to push a 900 mm 
pipe through to the trapped 
labourers, which would be 
used by them to crawl out. 
The machine was not very 
powerful and proved inef-

fective.
Plan C involved getting a 

stronger, more powerful 
American auger machine, 
which was flown in on IAF 
aircraft. The machine began 
drilling through the rubble, 
which had increased to 70 
metres from the initial 40, 
on Thursday but stopped 
work on Friday evening 
after the cracking sound 
was heard. Sources told 
NDTV that the machine has 
malfunctioned but officials 
have denied this.

Plan D has now reached 
the rescue site in the form 
of another horizontal drill-
ing machine from Indore. 
It is hoped that this piece of 
equipment will be able to 
push the pipe through and 
finally reach the labourers.

Plans E and F are contin-
gency plans in case Plan D 
fails. The first contingency 
plan is exploring whether 
a hole can be drilled verti-
cally, from the top of the 
rock that the tunnel is pass-
ing through, and get the 
workers out that way.

The final plan, suggested 
by the railways, is digging 
a parallel tunnel horizon-
tally, but from the other end 
of the rock.

 � HT News Network

Chennai: Tamil Nadu assembly today 
unanimously passed the 10 bills that were 
cleared but returned by Governor RN Ravi. 
The move came after Chief Minister MK 
Stalin put forth a resolution to revive the 
bills that RN Ravi had sent back without 
giving any reasons.

While 2 bills each were adopted by the 
House in 2020 and 2023, six others were 
passed last year. The bills aim to clip the 
powers of the Governor by elevating vice-
chancellors of state universities to the 
position of chancellor.

Though AIADMK supported the move 
the party walked out over another issue. 
The BJP, which has four MLAs too, walked 
out. Stalin, in a stinging attack on Mr Ravi, 
told the assembly that withholding assent 
without any reason was unacceptable.

"He returned the bills due to his per-
sonal whims and fancies... it is undemo-
cratic and anti-people to not give assent. 
The Governor can't withhold assent if the 
bills are passed in the assembly again and 
sent to him," he said.

Stalin also alleged that non-BJP-ruled 
states were being targeted through Gov-

ernors, apparently by the Centre.
The tussle between the Tamil Nadu Raj 

Bhavan and the ruling DMK has been going 
on over the last two years. RN Ravi a BJP 
Government appointee had returned the 
NEET exemption bill after much delay and 
sent it to the President for assent only after 
the assembly passed it for the second time.

He had even skipped reading portions 
of the official speech given to him during 
his assembly address. He avoided reading 
names of leaders including Ambedkar, 
Periyar, Kamaraj, Annadurai and Karunani-
dhi. The assembly however adopted a 
resolution to not record his deviated speech.

In the past, Gujarat had made the Chief 
Minister as the Chancellor of state univer-
sities for some time. Several states have 
also clipped powers.

 � HT News Network 

Lucknow, Nov 18 (UNI) The Uttar Pradesh 
government led by Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath is set to clamp down on the 
illicit practice of issuing 'Halal certificates' 
to food and cosmetic products without 
proper authority.

Recognising the malicious attempt to 
exploit a specific religious sentiment and 
potentially incite discord among commu-
nities, the Chief Minister has directed 
stringent actions against such practices.

There is a suspicion that money obtained 
illegally under the guise of a halal certificate 
through the use of forged documents is 
funding terrorist groups and anti-nation-
al activities.

An FIR has also been lodged at Hazratganj 
police station in this regard in Lucknow on 
Friday.According to the filed FIR, entities 
such as Halal India Private Limited Chennai, 
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind Halal Trust Delhi, 
Halal Council of India Mumbai, Jamiat 
Ulama Maharashtra, and others exploited 
religious sentiments to boost sales by pro-
viding Halal certificates to customers of a 
specific religion. Illegal businesses are being 
run for financial gain.

In the case lodged by Shailendra Kumar 
Sharma it has been alleged that the entities 
have no authority to give certification to 
any product. It has been alleged that the 
said entities were preparing forged cer-
tificates and issuing Halal certificates to 
various companies for financial gain, fos-
tering not only social animosity but also 
violating public trust.

The complainant has raised concerns 
over a potential large-scale conspiracy, 
indicating attempts to decrease the sales 
of products from companies lacking the 
Halal certificate, which is illegal. It stated 
that there is apprehension that this unfair 
advantage is being passed on to anti-social 
and anti-national elements.
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UP govt to crackdown on 'Halal' 
certification, ban likely soon:CM

Tamil Nadu Passes 10 Bills That 
Governor Had Returned Without Reason

.Vast opportunity in 
India's eldercare sector, 
say Investors

 � HT News Network 

New Delhi, Nov 18 (UNI) Top industry officials on 
Friday termed the eldercare sector, which is undergoing 
a profound transformation, as a big emerging market 
with India ready to play a pivotal role by providing a 
vast space of opportunities to investors.

“The senior care industry in India holds immense 
potential, but we acknowledge the challenges it faces, 
be it regulatory frameworks or infra development. We 
are dedicated to advocating transformative approach-
es that prioritise wellbeing and dignity of seniors," said 
Adarsh Narahari, Chairman, Association of Senior Liv-
ing India (ASLI) at the 4th ASLI Ageing Fest in the 
national capital.

Notably, the United Nations projects that India will 
become home to one of the world's largest elderly 
populations by 2050, with an estimated 319 million 
individuals aged 60 and above.

PM Modi to participate 
in Gita Path celebration in 
Kolkata on Dec 24

 � HT News Network 

Kolkata, Nov 18 (UNI) Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
gave his consent to participate in the Gita Path celebra-
tion, to be chanted by over a lakh of people in unison at 
the massive Brigade Parade Ground in the city on 
December 24, BJP West Bengal unit president Sukanta 
Majumdar said on Saturday.

Talking to reporters here, he said 'a delegation of the 
Lokha Kontay Gita Path Committee visited the Nation-
al Capital on Friday to invite Modi to join in the Gita 
Chanting celebration and he readily accepted our 
invitation."

Incidentally, the Gita path is being organised in Ben-
gali with a chorus of voices of lakhs of people at Brigade 
Parade Ground, considered a significant move to unite 
the saffron forces ahead of 2024 Lok Sabha poll.

Indo-Japan education 
conference in Pune on
 Nov 24

 � HT News Network 

Pune, Nov 18 (UNI) Consulate General of Japan in 
Mumbai and the Indo-Japan Business Council will 
jointly organize the Indo-Japan Education Conference 
in Pune on next Friday.The conference will be held at 
the Swami Vivekanand Auditorium. MIT World Peace 
University in Kothrud, Pune. The conference is sup-
ported by Japan Foundation, New Delhi and MIT WPU.
It will be inaugurated by Toshihiro Kaneko, Deputy Chief 
of Missions, Consulate General of Japan in Mumbai.
Rahul Karad, Managing Trustee & Executive President, 
MIT Group of Institutions would be the Guest of honour 
at the inauguration function along with Dr. R. M. Chit-
nis, Vice Chancellor of MIT WPU.Toshihiro Kaneko will 
deliver the keynote address during the inauguration 
ceremony.Speaking about the conference, Siddharth 
Deshmukh, Co-Founder and President of the Indo-Japan 
Business Council (IJBC) said, “This conference is an 
attempt to create a platform which can help Indian 
students to identify the openings in the education.
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India and Australia to 
hold two-plu84s-two 
ministerial dialogue in 
Delhi on Nov 2

 � HT News Network 

New Delhi, Nov 18 (UNI) The second two-plus-two 
ministerial dialogue between the Defence and Foreign 
Ministers of India and Australia will be held here on Mon-
day.Australian Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Min-
ister Richard Marles and Foreign Minister Penny Wong 
will arrive in India on Sunday on a two-day visit for the 
dialogue.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar will co-chair the talks with their 
Australian counterparts.

Before the two-plus-two talks, the Ministers of the two 
countries will also hold a bilateral meeting.

The first two-plus-two ministerial dialogue between 
the two countries was held in September 2021.

India and Australia are pursuing a comprehensive stra-
tegic partnership and Minister Marles' visit is expected to 
give further impetus to bilateral defence cooperation.

During th two-plus-two dialogue and bilateral meeting, 
a wide range of issues of mutual interest are expected to 
be discussed.During the visit, the Australian Deputy PM 
will go to Ahmedabad in Gujarat on Sunday to watch the 
World Cup final between India and Australia.

India and Australia are pursuing a comprehensive stra-
tegic partnership and Minister Marles' visit is expected to 
give further impetus to bilateral defence cooperation.

During th two-plus-two dialogue and bilateral meeting, 
a wide range of issues of mutual interest are expected to 
be discussed.During the visit, the Australian Deputy PM 
will go to Ahmedabad in Gujarat on Sunday to watch the 
World Cup final between India and Australia.
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Ukraine, Germany launch talks 
on bilateral security guarantees

 � HT News Network

Ukraine, Nov 18 (UNI) 
Ukraine and Germany have 
started the first round of 
negotiations on bilateral 
security guarantees, the 
Ukrainian presidential 
office said, adding that the 
sides have agreed on a plan 
of further actions.

"Upon instructions of the 
President of Ukraine and 
the Head of the Office of the 
President of Ukraine the 
first round of negotiations 
with the Federal Republic 
of Germany on bilateral 
security commitments has 
started today, as envisaged 
by the Joint Declaration of 
Support for Ukraine, adopt-
ed on 12 July 2023 in Vil-
nius," the presidential office 
said in a statement on Fri-
day.

The deputy head of Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy's office, Ihor 
Zhovkva, headed the coun-
try's negotiating team, the 
statement read.

"During the negotiations, 
the parties exchanged their 
vision of the future bilat-
eral security commitments, 
their format and content, 
and agreed on a plan of fur-

ther actions," the statement 
said.Germany has joined 
five other G7 member states 
in negotiating the security 
guarantees issue with 
Ukraine, the statement 
added.On Tuesday, the head 
of Zelenskyy's office, Andriy 
Yermak, discussed the next 
steps in providing security 
guarantees to Kiev with the 
advisers of the leaders of 
the United States, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Germany and 
France in Washington.

Zelenskyy's office said 
the sides continued the dia-
logue on the conclusion of 
bilateral agreements on 
security guarantees within 
the framework of the Joint 
Declaration of Support for 
Ukraine adopted by the G7 
countries in Vilnius.

On July 12, the G7 mem-

ber states unveiled the Joint 
Declaration of Support for 
Ukraine, which provides for 
the provision of additional 
militar y equipment, 
expanded intelligence shar-
ing and new training pro-
grams for the Ukrainian 
military, as well as the 
development of industrial 
capacity.

In August, Zelenskyy said 
he was preparing a package 
of security guarantees for 
the period when Ukraine is 
not part of NATO.

Kiev plans to sign a num-
ber of bilateral agreements 
with the US and 12 Euro-
pean countries in the near 
future, including with Bel-
gium, Denmark, the Czech 
Republic and several other 
nations, the Ukrainian 
president added.

Xi puts forward proposals on APEC 
cooperation in next "golden 30 years"

 � HT News Network
San Francisco, Nov 18 

(UNI) Chinese President Xi 
Jinping on Friday called on 
the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) mem-
bers to stick to innovation, 
openness, green and inclu-
sive development in pro-
moting regional coopera-
tion in order for the region 
to usher in another "golden 
30 years."Addressing the 
30th APEC Economic Lead-
ers' Meeting held at 
Moscone Center here, Xi 
said that since the establish-
ment of the economic lead-
ers' regular meeting mech-
anism, APEC has always 
stood at the global forefront 
of openness and develop-
ment, and has played a 
robust role in promoting 
Asia-Pacific trade and 

investment liberalization 
and facilitation, economic 
growth and technological 
progress, and the flow of 
goods and people. It has 
helped create the "Asia-
Pacific miracle" that has 
staggered the world.

Xi regarded it imperative 
to remain steadfast in our 
commitment to APEC's 

founding mission, respond 
to the calls of our times 
responsibly, meet global 
challenges together, fully 
deliver on the Putrajaya 
Vision of building an open, 
dynamic, resilient and 
peaceful Asia-Pacific com-
munity for the prosperity 
of all our people and future 
generations.

He called on APEC mem-
bers to stay committed to 
innovation-driven develop-
ment, saying it is important 
to follow the trends of sci-
entific and technological 
advancement, more proac-
tively promote exchanges 
and cooperation in science 
and technology, and work 
together for an open, fair, 
equitable and non-discrim-
inatory environment for 
scientific and technological 
progress.Xi stressed the 
necessity to accelerate 
digital transformation, nar-
row the digital divide, sup-
port the application of big 
data, cloud computing, 
artificial intelligence, quan-
tum computing and other 
new technologies, and cre-
ate new momentum and 
new drivers of growth in 
the Asia-Pacific region.
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32 Killed In Israeli Air Strikes In South 
Gaza Amid Calls For Civilians To Flee

 � HT News Network

San Francisco, Nov 17 (UNI) Chinese 
President Xi Jinping oGaza: Israeli air strikes 
on residential blocks in south Gaza killed 
at least 32 Palestinians on Saturday, med-
ics said after Israel again warned civilians 
to relocate as it turns to attack Hamas in 
the enclave's south after subduing the north.

Such a move could compel hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians who fled south 
from the Israeli assault on Gaza City to 
move again, along with residents of Khan 
Younis, a city of more than 400,000, wors-
ening a dire humanitarian crisis.

"We're asking people to relocate. I know 
it's not easy for many of them, but we don't 
want to see civilians caught up in the cross-
fire," Mark Regev, an aide to Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, told MSN-
BC on Friday.

Israel vowed to annihilate the Hamas 
group that controls the Gaza Strip after its 
October 7 rampage into Israel in which its 
fighters killed 1,200 people and dragged 
240 hostages into the enclave, according 
to Israeli tallies.

Since then, Israel has bombed much of 
Gaza City - the enclave's urban core - to 
rubble, ordered the depopulation of the 
northern half of the narrow strip and dis-
placed around two-thirds of Gaza's 2.3 
million Palestinians. Many of those who 
have fled fear their homelessness could 
become permanent.

Gaza health authorities raised their death 

count on Friday to more than 12,000, 5,000 
of them children. The United Nations deems 
those figures credible, though they are now 
updated infrequently due to the difficulty 
of collecting information.

Overnight on Saturday, 26 Palestinians 
were killed and 23 injured by an air strike 
on two apartments in a multi-storey block 
in a busy residential district of Khan Younis, 
according to health officials.

A few km (miles) to the north, six Pales-
tinians were killed when a house was 
bombed from the air in Deir Al-Balah, 

according to health authorities.
There was no immediate comment from 

the Israeli military, which says Hamas 
militants use residential buildings and 
districts in densely populated Gaza as 
cover for operations posts and weaponry, 
something the Islamist movement denies.

Israel dropped leaflets over Khan Younis 
telling residents to evacuate to shelters, 
suggesting military operations there were 
imminent.

Regev said Israeli troops would have to 
advance into the city to oust Hamas fight-

ers from underground tunnels and bunkers 
but that no such "enormous infrastructure" 
existed in less built-up areas to the west, 
closer to the Mediterranean coast.

"I'm pretty sure that they won't have to 
move again" if they move west, he said, 
referring to people in the area. "We're ask-
ing them to move to an area where hope-
fully there will be tents and a field hospital."

Regev said that since western areas were 
closer to the Rafah border crossing with 
Egypt, humanitarian aid could be brought 
in "as quickly as possible".

Al-Shifa hospital
At Gaza's largest hospital, Al Shifa in Gaza 

City, Israel said its forces had found a vehi-
cle with a large number of weapons and 
what it called a Hamas tunnel shaft as it 
combs the complex in search of what it 
says is a Hamas command centre.

Al Shifa has been a primary target of 
Israel's ground advance, with its military 
saying that the hospital sits above a vast 
underground Hamas bunker. Hamas and 
hospital staff say this is false and that 
Israel's findings there have so far established 
no such thing.

The Israeli army said it briefly fought 
militants outside the hospital earlier this 
week before entering it to search it and 
question staff, and there had been no vio-
lence inside.

It released a video on Friday that it said 
showed a tunnel entrance in an outdoor 
area of the hospital. It appeared the area 
had been excavated. A bulldozer appeared 
in the background.

Helicopter crashes in 
Uzbekistan killing entire 
crew

 � HT News Network
Tashkent, Nov 18 (UNI) A Mi-8 helicopter crashed 

in Uzbekistan's Samarkand region during a training 
flight Friday night, killing the entire crew, the Minis-
try of Defence said.

A helicopter of the Uzbekistan Air Force and Air 
Defence Forces crashed when it was performing a 
training flight at the Kattakurgan training ground, 
killing the entire crew, the ministry said in a statement.

The statement did not specify the number of people 
in the crew.

The Ministry of Defense conveyed deep condo-
lences to the family members and relatives of the crew, 
the statement said.

The cause of the accident is being investigated.

38 injured in SKorea's 
hospital fire

 � HT News Network

Seoul, Nov 18 (UNI) Thirty-eight people were injured 
on Saturday from a hospital fire in southeastern South 
Korea, according to Yonhap news agency.

The fire broke out at around 8:10 a.m. local time 
(2310 GMT Friday) at a six-story hospital in Gumi, 
some 200 km southeast of the capital Seoul.

Thirty-eight out of 91 evacuees, including patients, 
suffered minor injuries such as smoke inhalation.

The hospitalized patients were taken to another 
nearby hospital.

The fire authorities conducted several search oper-
ations inside the hospital building, but no additional 
casualty was confirmed.

The fire was believed to have started outside the 
first floor of the hospital before going up along the 
outer wall.

police and the fire authorities were investigating 
the exact cause of the incident.

Muizzu sworn in as 8th 
president of Maldives

 � HT News Network
Male, Nov 18 (UNI) Mohamed Muizzu was sworn 

in as the 8th president of the Maldives at a ceremony 
in the capital of Male on Friday, according to the 
President's Office.

The president took his oath of office at the Special 
Assembly of the People's Majlis held at the Republic 
Square.

Following his oath-taking, Muizzu signed the Instru-
ment of Oath, with Chief Justice Ahmed Muthasim 
Adnan and Speaker of Parliament Mohamed Aslam 
signing as witnesses.

The president in his inaugural address expressed 
his commitment to prioritizing the interests of the 
citizens of the Maldives, ensuring that no external 
nation's interests will supersede those of the Maldives 
and its people.He elaborated on his vision for the 
Maldives' foreign policy, emphasizing the preservation 
of amicable relations with neighboring and distant 
countries.The president declared that his administra-
tion would highly prioritize the tourism industry, 
saying that the government would develop new 
approaches to managing and furthering the tourism 
industry.His speech also touched on topics including 
economy, education, youth development, women's 
rights and housing policy.

Vice President Hussain Mohamed Latheef was also 
sworn into office at the ceremony.

The cabinet ministers took their oath of office in the 
President's Office following the ceremony.

Muizzu was elected as the new president of the 
island nation after he won the presidential election 
on Sept. 30, defeating the then-incumbent president 
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih.

Pak Province To Launch 
Major Op To Evict Illegal 
Afghan Migrants: Report

 � HT News Network

Peshawar: Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government 
has decided to launch a major operation to evict thousands 
of illegal Afghans from the provincial capital Peshawar, a 
senior official said on Saturday.The move by the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) government came amid the ongoing 
deportation of illegal Afghan nationals residing in Pakistan. 
The crackdown has so far forced about 340,000 Afghans 
in recent weeks to leave Pakistan after spending years in 
the neighbouring country."The KPK Provincial Govern-
ment has decided to launch a grand operation for the 
eviction of illegal Afghans from this northwestern city of 
Peshawar," said the official. Pakistan's caretaker govern-
ment has previously said security concerns were behind 
the deportation order. Islamabad has claimed that Afghan 
nationals had carried out 14 of the 24 major terrorist 
attacks that have taken place in the country this year. 
However, the Taliban-led government in Kabul has reject-
ed Pakistan's claim.On Friday, a joint meeting of Deputy 
Commissioner Peshawar Fahd Wazir and Senior Super-
intendent of Police of Operations department in Peshawar 
Kashif Abbasi chaired a special meeting to discuss the 
issue and made a foolproof plan for evictions of the illegal 
Afghans.The Peshawar district Administration and police 
set up special teams.

Erdogan says Israel holding 'many 
times more' hostages than Hamas

 � HT News Network

Ankara, Nov 18 (UNI) Turkey advocates 
a hostage exchange in the Gaza Strip, but 
the problem is that Israel is holding "many 
times more" hostages than Palestinian 
movement Hamas, Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said on Friday.

"The exchange of hostages. Yes, we also 
advocate this. If we talk about the number 
of hostages, then what is the number of 
hostages being held by Israel and what is 
the number being held by Hamas? If you 
look at this, Israel is holding many times 
more hostages. It would be unfair if we 
turned a blind eye to this," Erdogan said at 
a joint press conference with German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz in Berlin.

The Turkish leader noted he could "speak 
freely" of his country's position on the Gaza 
conflict as Turkey "is not indebted to 
Israel."Scholz, for his part, said at the joint 
press conference with the Turkish leader 
that the lives of civilians "are of equal 
value" both in Israel and in the Gaza Strip, 
although underscoring Israel's right to 
self-defense.At the same time, the German 
chancellor also recalled that Berlin had 
increased humanitarian aid to the people 
of Palestine by over 160 million euros 
($174.5 million) in 2023."Mr. President 
[Erdogan], it is no secret that we sometimes 
have very different views on the current 
conflict. That is why our conversations are 
important. It is in difficult moments when 
we need a direct conversation with each 
other," Scholz stated.The German chancel-
lor announced that after the press confer-

ence, he and Erdogan would discuss 
humanitarian aid for the residents of Gaza 
and a possible ceasefire in the enclave to 
free the hostages. The leaders are also 
expected to discuss the Ukraine conflict 
and Sweden's NATO aspirations.Earlier in 
the day, Erdogan, accompanied by Turkish 
Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan and Trade 
Minister Omer Bolat, arrived in Berlin for 
a two-day visit. Last time the Turkish 
leader visited Berlin was in 2018, when 
Germany was headed by then-Chancellor 
Angela Merkel. Prior to the joint press 
conference with Scholz on Friday, Erdogan 
met with German President Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier. The two presidents discussed 
the conflicts in the Gaza Strip and Ukraine, 
the future of NATO, bilateral ties, EU-Turkey 
relations and migration issues.On October 
7, Palestinian group Hamas launched a 
surprise large-scale rocket attack against 
Israel from the Gaza Strip and breached 
the border, killing and abducting people 
in neighboring Israeli communities. Israel 
launched retaliatory strikes.
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FINAL MATCH OF WC TO BEGIN WITH 
SKY SALUTE BY INDIAN AIR FORCE

AHMEDABAD, NOV 18: As the 
ICC Men's Cricket World Cup 2023 
ends on Sunday, a 4-part ceremo-
ny has been planned at the final 
at Narendra Modi Stadium here, 
the largest cricket stadium in the 
world.

The final match starts with a 
10-minute air show by the Surya 
Kiran Aerobatic Team led by Flight 
Commander and Deputy Team 
Leader Wing Commander Sidesh 
Kartik, beginning at 12.30 pm.

For the first time ever, an 
enthralling 9 hawk acrobatic dis-
play over the Narendra Modi 
Stadium, in sync with music will 
pay tribute to the New India. The 
flights will take off from Ahmed-
abad airport and will do a vertical 
airshow above Narendra Modi 

Stadium.
The second ceremony- Parade 

of Champions - will be conduct-
ed at the innings break for 15 

minutes, beginning 5.30 pm.
For the first time, World Cup 

winning captains will be hon-
oured by the BCCI in the biggest-

ever arena in cricket. A 20-second 
reel highlights of their winning 
moment along with the ever-
changing ICC Men’s CWC Trophy 
will be played out on the big 
screen as every Champion walks 
onto the FOP.

The captains will then recount 
their World Cup triumph in con-
versation with a designated BCCI/
Star anchor.

The third ceremony will heat up 
with India's No.1 Music Director 
Pritam, and his entourage of 500+ 
dancers. The finale of Dil Jashn Bole 
will rock the Narendra Modi Sta-
dium after a medley of hits.

Pritam and his entourage will 
bring alive their performance on 
customised floats as they take a 
360 lap around the FOP, giving 

the audience an immersive expe-
rience. The 500-odd dancers will 
create formations on the FOP to 
create a visual delight.

At the second drinks break, 
fans will witness a spectacle of a 
unique visual countdown where 
the entire roof of the stadium will 
be used as a canvas along with 
an internationallyprogrammed 
lights and laser show for 90 sec-
onds, beginning at 8.30 pm.

Moreover, for the first time in 
any sporting event, the crowning 
of champions will be done from 
the sky with 1,200 drones creat-
ing magic in the night. It will be 
followed by a mesmerising fire-
works display by the winners of 
the biggest fireworks competition 
in the world.

Don't try to win the 
Cup, just hit the damn 

ball: Sadhguru tells 
Team India

BENGALURU, NOV 18: Sports fever has gripped 
the nation never before, thanks to Team India 
reaching the Cricket World Cup finals. As the 
support for 'Men in Blue' is fervently pouring in, 
thoughts about victory mantra are playing upon 
the minds of the people.

One such thought played upon a person who 
inquisitively asked Sadhguru for a tip for Team 
India to bring the World Cup back, a video of 
which has gone viral on social media.

Responding in his inimitable style, Sadhguru 
said, "Don’t try to win the Cup, just hit the damn 
ball! If you think of this 1 billion people baying 
for the Cup, you will miss the ball, or if you think 
of all the other fanciful things that will happen 
if you win the World Cup, the ball will knock off 
your wickets."

"So, how to win this World Cup? Don’t think 
about that. How to hit the damn ball? How to 
knock off the opposition’s wickets. That’s all you 
have to think about. Don’t think about the World 
Cup. Then you will knock off the World Cup."

Earlier, sharing best wishes with Team India 
before the semifinal match against New Zealand, 
Sadhguru’s channel on X posted a video high-
lighting the importance of the process.

He said, "Nobody can work on a consequence; 
you can only work on a process … Now, the process 
is a daily ongoing thing. Success is only in other 
people’s eyes. They think you are successful; they 
think you are a failure. But essentially, what you 
are doing is the process, right?" he said.

The Cricket World Cup 2023 is set to take place 
at the iconic Narendra Modi Stadium between 
India and Australia on November 19.

With the Indian team winning all the match-
es on the way to the finale, this match promises 
to be an electrifying one, with a resurgent Aus-
tralian team competing on the back of consecu-
tive wins in the last eight World Cup matches.

Bhilwara Kings all 
set for season

2 of LLC
RANCHI, NOV 18: Bhilwara Kings are all geared 

up for the Legends League Cricket (LLC) second 
season.

Last season, the franchise owned by the LNJ 
Bhilwara Group, a multi-diversified conglomerate, 
was runner-up.

The latest season of the franchise edition is expect-
ed to have 19 matches and is scheduled to begin on 
November 18, to December 9.

This season's matches will be held across the 
country in cities such as Ranchi, Jammu, Dehradun, 
Vizag, and Surat.

Bhilwara Kings will be competing with the likes 
of Gujrat Giants, India Capitals, Manipal Tigers along 
with Southern Super Stars and Urbanrisers Hyder-
abad.

Furthermore, they’ve retained icons like Irfan 
Pathan, Yusuf Pathan and Tilakaratne Dilshan, 
boosting their chances of victory. Additionally, it 
has brought 12 players from a pool of more than 200 
players at a recently held auction, further strength-
ening the team.

Sharing the team’s enthusiasm, Irfan Pathan, 
captain of Bhilwara Kings said, Legends League of 
Cricket Season 2 will be a showcase of talent, strat-
egies, and sportsmanship.

The LNJ Bhilwara Group is committed to making 
a significant contribution both on and off the field.

The group's association with the league aligns 
with its vision of using sports as an agent of change.

Through Jawahar Foundation, LNJ Bhilwara group 
has been extensively undertaking short to medium-
term projects that bring immediate impact on dif-
ferent verticals such as, healthcare, education, water 

and environment, food security, and employment.
The foundation currently operates a food secu-

rity program under the banner of Swabhiman Bhoj, 
which serves meals at INR 1 and has served more 
than 14,30,063 lakh meals.

Jawahar foundation has also helped certify 23,000 
school students in digital literacy programs after 
partnering with 54 schools (40% of whom are girl 
children).

The foundation also distributed 1,31,200 litres of 
safe drinking water through our 2 water ATMs in 
Rajasthan to 1,366 registered members.

Riju Jhunjhunwala, Chairman and Managing 
Director, RSWM Ltd. (LNJ Bhilwara Group’s textile 
venture) said, “As a group, we value excellence and 
teamwork; we were proud to finish as finalists last 
season. This season, we are eager to witness excep-
tional performances and create memorable experi-
ences for our fans, and of course, winning the league. 
We are delighted to be part of the Legends League 
of Cricket for the second consecutive season”.

Gurpreet Sareen CEO, Bhilwara Kings said,” As we 
embark on the upcoming season, I am confident 
that the foundation of integrity, resilience, and 
camaraderie we've built will propel us to new heights.

Alcaraz sets semifinal showdown 
with Djokovic at ATP Finals

ROME, NOV 18: Carlos Alcaraz 
avenged his loss in the US Open 
semifinals as the Spaniard defeated 
the third seed Daniil Medvedev in 
straight sets at his maiden ATP Finals 
in Turin on Friday.

"I think the most important thing 
that I did today was to stay strong 
mentally," said Alcaraz following his 
6-4, 6-4 victory over the Russian.

"There were a few games on my 
serve that I was struggling a bit. His 
return game is amazing and he puts 
so much pressure on your serve, so 

I think to stay calm and stay strong 
mentally in those moments was the 
key to give myself a chance to win 
this match."

20-year-old Alcaraz, the youngest 
ATP Finals semifinalist since Rafael 
Nadal in 2006, will stage a semifinal 

showdown with top-ranked Novak 
Djokovic, a six-time champion at the 
men's tennis year-end tournament.

"It's one of the most difficult chal-
lenges that I'm going to face," Alcaraz 
noted. "Novak is Novak. He is the 
best player in the world right now. 
He's lost just six matches this year, 
he's unbelievable. I'm going to play 
my best tennis and enjoy it the same 
way I did the past few matches."

Also qualifying for the semis, Med-
vedev will play against home favor-
ite Jannik Sinner on Saturday.

Shanto to lead 
Bangladesh in home Tests 

against New Zealand
DHAKA, NOV 18: Najmul Hossain Shanto has been 

named Bangladesh Test captain for the two-match 
series at home against New Zealand starting later this 
month. Shanto was elevated after Litton Das, who was 
captain for the one-off Test against Afghanistan in 
Dhaka in June, was granted paternity leave for a month. 
Shakib Al Hasan, who Litton had replaced at the helm, 
is out with a fractured finger.

"Litton has been granted leave for one month, he is 
not available for the two Tests. He wants to spend time 
with his new-born baby," Jalal Yunus, chairman of the 
BCB's cricket operations committee, said. "We had 
requested him to play at least the second Test match 
but he insisted on [being away for] the whole series. 
That's why we granted him leave. As a result, Najmul 
Hossain Shanto will captain the side in these two Tests."

Shanto has played 23 Tests so far, and averages 29.83 
with four centuries, but hasn't led Bangladesh in the 
format prior to this. He has, however, captained them 
in three ODIs, including twice at the 2023 ODI World 
Cup when Shakib was out injured for the games against 
India and Australia.

Shakib's immediate future in international cricket - 
including as the ODI captain for the series in New Zealand 
next month - remains unclear. There is the finger injury, 
of course, plus there was the TV interview before the 
World Cup, where he had outlined his retirement plans. 
Yunus said that the BCB hasn't heard directly about his 
plans to leave the captaincy after the World Cup.

As for Tamim Iqbal, who missed the World Cup after 

a dramatic sequence of events, Yunus said that the BCB 
will meet the player on November 22. Tamim has been 
out of action since the ODI series against New Zealand 
at home in September.

Three uncapped players in 15-man Test squad
Hasan Murad, the 22-year-old left-arm spinner, has 

earned a first call-up to the Test squad, just two years 
after making his first-class debut. It's been an impres-
sive first-class career for him so far, though, with 121 
wickets from just 25 matches.

The other new faces have both played in other formats 
internationally: Hasan Mahmud, one of the brightest 
young fast bowlers in Bangladesh, has played 20 ODIs, 
including at the World Cup, and 17 T20Is, and has 44 
wickets from 15 first-class games so far; top-order 
batter Shahadat Hossain Dipu has three T20I appear-
ances to his name, and has a first-class batting average 
of 35.02 from 21 games.


