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LG inaugurates
3-day long Amrit Yuva
Kalotsav at Srinagar

Thefestival of music, dance and drama
commemorates 75 years of India's
Independence

B HT News Network

Ganderbal Bandipora,
Kulgam To Get Cinema Halls
In September: LG Sinha

B HT News Network Kalotsav at Tagore Hall, Srinagar. The

LG said that earlier, Pulwama and SRINAGAR, JUL18: Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj Sinha

SRINAGAR, JUL 18: Jammu and
Kashmir’s Lieutenant Governor Manoj
SinhaTuesday said thatartis flourish-
ing in Kashmir and that Cinemas are
coming up in every city and town
while Ganderbal, Bandiporaand Kul-
gam districts will get Cinema halls
in September this year.

“Artists suffered a lot during Cov-
id pandemic. Now [ am happy to see
the artists coming from other parts
ofthe country to Kashmir to showcase

Shopian districts got Cinema halls
afterwhichBaramullaand Handwara
saw inauguration of Cinema halls
recently.

“In September this year, Bandipo-
ra, Ganderbal and Kulgam districts
will get Cinema halls too,” he said.
Pertinently, in Srinagar a Cinema is
already functional.

The LG said that peace was imper-
ative fordevelopment and promotion
of art. “Nothing can happen without

inaugurated the 3-day long Amrit Yuva Kalotsav, organised
by Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi and J&K Academy of
Art, Culture & Languages, at Tagore Hall, Srinagar, today.

The festival of music, dance and drama commemorates
the 75 years of India's Independence.

In his address on the occasion, the Lt Governor commended
the endeavour of Sangeet Natak Akademi and J&K Academy of
Art, Culture & Languages for providing a platform to young
artists from across the country to showcase their talents.

He said, the young artists from different states and UTs
are getting an opportunity to fill crores of souls with their
performances.

“Music, dance, theater are not merely art forms but these

peace. Today, one can see youth , 3
TURN ON.....PAGE 02 TURN ON.....PAGE 02

theirartandtolearnnewartaswell,”
said LG whileaddressinga Amrit Yuva
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Amit Shah launches the
CRCS - Sahara Refund

4 Militants

POONCH, JUL 18: Four foreign mili-

e tant: killed i t ith
Muharram Killed In Poonch the Jo team of amy anl poice i
. . Surank Fehis district official Portalin New Delhi
urankote area of this district, officials
preparatlons begln Were Active For said on Tuesday.
o S o Addressing a presser Commander of
in rlnagar 6 Sector of army’s Rastriya Rifles B HTNews Network

Long Time:
Army

Surankote said that the group hasbeen
operating in Surankote for along time
and were disturbing the peace and

tranquillity of the region. “Two recent
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

SRINAGAR, JUL18: Preparations for
Muharram has started with people
hoisting black banners and flags in
Srinagar.

Muharram marks the arrival of the
new year in Islamic lunar calendar.
The tenth day of Muharram is called
Ashura and Muslims commemorate
the day as the martyrdom anniver-
sary of Hazrat Hussain (RA) and his
companions in Karbala.

As per the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), big black ban-

ners with quotes of Hazrat Hussain
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

NEW DELH]I, JUL 18: Union Home Minister
and Minister of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah
launched the Central Registrar of Cooperative
Societies (CRCS)-SaharaRefund Portal https://

Kashmiri Pandit killing case : SIA raids 10

Rotational locations as part of investigation

transfer of officers
on sensitive posts
J&K Govt seeks details

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, JUL 18: Jammu and
Kashmir Police’s State Investigation
Agency (SIA) on Tuesday carried out

- . . searches at 10 locations, including mocrefund.crcs.gov.in in New Delhi today.
Tral Pahalgam road after MHA d Irective the housesofactive militantsin south This portal has been developed for submission
H H Kashmir,inthe ongoing investigation of claims by genuine depositors of Cooperative
Stlu a dIStant dream B HT News Network into the Kkilling of Kashmiri Pandit Societies of Sahara Group - Sahara Credit

Cooperative Society Limited, Saharayan Universal
Multipurpose Society Limited, Hamara India
Credit Cooperative Society Limited and Stars

earlier this year, officials said.
Kashmiri Pandit Sanjay Sharma,

who worked as an ATM guard, was

shot dead by suspected militants in

the Achan area of south Kashmir’s
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

PULWAMA, JUL 18: For decades, SRINAGAR, JUL 18: In an exercise aimed
residents of Pahalgam and Tral have

at ensuring rotational transfer of officers
been demanding the construction of

i i working on sensitive posts, the {ammu &
Tral-Pahalgam road but nothing has TURN ON.....PAGE 02

moved on the project so far.
Aspernews agency—KashmirNews
Observer (KNO), residents of Lihinda-
jan, Walarhama, Sallar, Kular, Liver
anditsadjacentareasin Pahalgamand
Bugmud, Karmulla, Panner, Mandoo-
ra, Bhatnoor and its adjacent areas in
Tral said that successive governments

B HT News Network

Reaping
peace dividends:

First batch of Hajj Pilgrims

KUPWARA, JUL 18: With tourism
activities picking up pace in remote vil-

° ° °
promised them thatroad between Tral ogo, e lages along Line of Control, homestay K h
and Pahalgam will be constructed. HomeStay faC| lItIeS facilities have increased to host visitors a rrlves I n as m I r
They said thatonly a nine kilometre in absence of hotels. ) .
road needs to be constructed from boost rural €CONOMY  "150 homestay facilities are offering DivCom Kashm"’, DIG Central & DC Budgam wa rmly

Bhatnoora in Tral to Lehandajan their services to tourists in border areas

TURN ON..._PAGE 02 in Kashmir's border !ikeTeethwalandKeran."anofficial said. receive the first batch at Srinagar Airport
In February 2021, renewed ceasefire
° b h ies of
Jammu Crime ‘"“ages agreementbetweent U.PAGE 02
Branch detains

fraudster under PSA

JAMMU, JUL 18: The Economic
Offences Wing of the Jammu Crime
Branchdetained afraudster on Tuesday
under the Public Safety Act (PSA).

The Crime Branch spokesman said
that the Crime Branch Jammu recom-
mended the detention of Saroop Lal,
60, of Ward No. 4, Rajiv Colony, Bari
Brahmana, under the Public Safety
Act.District Magistrate Jammuissued
adetentionorderagainst the notorious
Conman Saroop Lal, who is involved by
in nine FIRs and two Preliminary Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, IAS
Verifications in the Crime Branch, Chief Secretary, J&K
Jammu, he said. Date: 18-July-2023

The spokesman added that ex-ser-
viceman Saroop Lal filed his first FIR
in Crime Branch Jammu in 2006

k TURN ON.....PAGE 02 ) SRINAGAR, JUL 18: Chief Secretary, Dr

Embracing Al to bring efficiency
in working of government offices: CS

nion Territory of Jamrnu and Kashmir

Launch of SARANSH -

_ Al Tool for Document Summarisation
(In collaboration with Al group of NIC)

B HT News Network

B HT News Network

missioner (Div Com) Kashmir, Vijay
Kumar Bidhuri today received the
TURN ON.....PAGE 02

Saransh', a first of its kind Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) tool fordocument summarization
developed by the Information Technology
Arun Kumar Mehta today launched ‘JK TURN ON.....PAGE 02

BUDGAM, JUL18: The Divisional Com-
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Ganderbal.....

enjoying ice-cream at the Jehlum river front
and at the same time enjoying playing and
listening to music. Art knows no boundaries
and can soothe the nerves,” he said. “I am
happy to see art flourishing on all fronts in
Kashmir.

LGinaugurates.....

are the keys that open all the locks of vast
existence and tremendous possibilities of life,”
the Lt Governor said.

Artists are real treasure and pride of the
country, and the wealth they possess cannot
be equated with any material wealth. In differ-
entartforms,one canhave aglimpse of existence
andrealise the mystic pathoflife,” he observed.

He acknowledged the immense contribution
of the Artists in weaving many sects, customs,
religion, culture, language, social systemin the
garland of unity and spreading its fragrance in
every corner of the world.

“The biggest feature of our culture is its
continuity. Many cultures, civilizations of world
have either disappeared or with time they were
weakened. However, despite all the challenges
and attacks, the Indian culture is not only
flourishing butits roots have become stronger,”
he said.

Attheinaugural event,the Lt Governor shared
the constant efforts being made to pass on the
rich cultural legacy of India to the younger
generation.

“Under the guidance of Hon'ble Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi Ji, Amrit Yuva Kalot-
savreflects society's aspirations and motivates
young generation to move forward in the jour-
ney of Amrit Kaal with a new vigour, new
dreams, determination and commitment to
nation building,” the Lt Governor said.

The biggest strength of our culture is unity
in diversity. In order to strengthen this diver-
sity, to bring states, cultures, languages, artists,
youth closer to each other, Hon'ble Prime Min-
ister had started the mission of ‘Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat’, he added.

“lamreally proud that different states of the
country have come closer, geographical dis-
tances have disappeared and people are taking
interest in each other's food habits, culture,
language and lifestyle. The culture of different
parts of the nation together makes stronger,
vibrant and incredible India,” the Lt Governor
said.

Addressing the gathering, the Lt Governor
said, “there has to be a fine balance between
science and music, only then the consciousness
of the society will bloom, only then the nation
will be able to progress”.

The mind and consciousness of the society
both are born out of the art. Consciousness is
deeply embedded in poetry, music and differ-
ent forms of art. No matter how developed a
society is, no matter to what extent artificial
intelligence is influencing our lives, it will be
incomplete without art, the Lt Governor
observed.

He said, the sensibility of the artists is abso-
lutely pure, as pure as the mind of a small child.

When suchartistsrise up and start connect-
ing hearts through programme like Amrit Yuva
Kalotsav, then their generosity, their tolerance,
their spirit of philanthropy, austerity, sacrifice
and spiritual practice contributes in the rapid
progress of the nation and no force of the world
can stop the prosperity of such society, he
added.

The Lt Governor also highlighted the endeav-
ours of the UT Administration for the revival
of old Crafts of Jammu Kashmir like Namda and
the initiatives taken for the training of the
artisans.

Dr Sandhya Purecha, Chairperson, Sangeet
Natak Akademi shared the efforts of the Aka-
demi to promote the art and culture of Jammu
Kashmir. She informed that the Sangeet Natak
Akademi will organise workshop on Bhand-
Pather across the country.

Sh Sujit Singh, DIG; Sh Bharat Singh Manhas,
Secretary, J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Lan-
guages; Sh Raju Das, Secretary, Sangeet Natak
Akademi; renowned artists, prominent citizens
and youth were present on the occasion.

4 Militants.....

incidents carried out by them had embold-
ened themto carry out such nefarious activities.
With the elimination of these four militants,
prosperity and progress have been givenanew
lease of life,” he said while being flanked by the
SSP Poonch.

Giving details of the operation, the Com-
mander said that the Indian Army has been
continuingrelentless operationinthe pastthree
months as part of “Op Trinetra”.

“As part of the same on July 16 input was
received about movement of unidentified per-
sons in Sindhrah - Bachianwali and Maidana.
Accordingly the area was cordoned,” he said,
adding, “OnJuly 17 specificintelligence regard-
ing presence of armed (militants) near villages
Sindarah and Maidana which are part of
Surankote Tehsil, District Poonch was received.”
Based on the intelligence, he said, Army and
Special Operations Group of Police further
launched aspecific cordon and search operation
of the area.

“After establishing an effective cordon the
troops commenced their search operationsand
approached Village Sindrah. Four (militants)
who had taken shelter in the forest near the
village on noticing the troops opened indis-
criminate fire on the approaching troops,” he
said, adding, “Their fire was promptly retali-
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ated and the (militants) were pinned down in
the area. The cordon was then readjusted to
deny any escape to them.”

The militants making use of the terrain, for-
est foliage and inclement weather kept opening
fire onto the troops in a desperate attempt to
break the cordon, he said.

“In a display of excellent leadership and
coordinationbetweenIndian Army and Jammu
Kashmir Police own troops displayed superior
tactical acumen in retaliating the (militants)
fireinacontrolled manner while pinning them
down in the given area.”

The intermittent fire between militants and
troops continued till about 0530 hours after
which there was no fire from the side of the
militants. However, he said, the troops contin-
ued to be on the highest alert to prevent the
trapped militants from escaping.

“Atthefirstlightadetailed searchofthe area
was carried out. The search resulted in the
recovery ofalarge quantity ofarmsand ammu-
nition comprising of four AK 47 Rifles with
Magazines and rounds. Two 9 mm Pistols with
magazines and rounds were also recovered.”
He said the bodies of the four militants were
also found in the area. “I also wish to bring out
the AKs are Chinese built and Pistols are made
in Pak.”

He said that the presence of such heavily
armed militants in the hinterland is indicative
of attempts to “destabilise” the region. “If not
neutralised in time these (militants) could have
carried out major incidents in coming days”.
He said the joint action by Indian army and
police has resulted in saving the lives and con-
tributed towards maintaining peace in the
region. “The relentless efforts by Security
forces in past few months have started to give
results.”

He said the neighbour is leaving no stone
unturned todisturb this region. “Pak residents
along with Pak arms & ammunition have been
infiltratingand creating hindrance in the peace-
ful existence of the locals,” he said as per GNS,
adding, “Recent contacts on the line of control
bears testimony of their intentions. The foiled
infiltration bid in Sarla and Noushera Sector
are part of his game plan to spread instability
in the region”.

He said four militant attacks since 1 January
this year in which 9 civilians and 10 soldiers
were killed at Dhangri, Bhata-Dhurian, and
Kandi forest, and “now executing infiltration
bids clearly indicate that Pakistan is trying its
best to revive (militancy) and disturb peace in
the Rajouri-Poonch border districts of Jammu
province.”

Amit Shah.....

On this occasion, Union Minister of State
for Ministry of Cooperation Shri B.L. Verma,
Justice R. Subhash Reddy, Former Judge of
Supreme Court and Secretary, Ministry of
Cooperation, Shri Gyanesh Kumar along with
the depositors of the four cooperative societies
of Sahara Group were also present.

In his address Shri Amit Shah said that this
programme isimportant because the concerns
of people whose hard earned money is stuck
in these 4 co-operative societies were not
paid attention. In such cases, generally multi-
agency seizure often happens but no agency
thinks about the investor. He added that this
leadstofeeling of greatinsecurity and mistrust
towards cooperative societies. Shri Shah said
that crores of people of the country do not
have capital but they want to contribute in
the development of the country and there is
no other way than cooperative movement. In
this direction, Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Moditookadecisionto formaseparate Ministry
of Cooperation. He said that co-operative is
the only movement in which big works can
be done by combining small capital to create
big capital.

Shri Amit Shah said that many times
allegations of scams are made and those who
invest, their capital gets stuck like Sahara
whose example is in front of everyone. He
said that the case went on in the Supreme
Court for many years, the agencies sealed
their properties and accounts, and with this,
the credibility of the cooperative societies
also get lost. Shri Shah said that the Prime
Minister ShriNarendra Modi formed a separate
Ministry of Cooperation and taking initiative
in this matter discussions were held with all
the stakeholders. He said thatit was considered
whether a system can be made in which
everyone rises above their claims and thinks
about small investors. Shri Shah said that all
the agencies together filed a petition in the
Supreme Court and the Supreme Court gave
ahistoric decision to forma committee under
the chairmanship of a former Supreme Court
judge to start the payment process in a
transparent manner. He said that the process
of returning the amount of Rs. 5,000 crore to
theinvestorsis starting todayinatransparent
manner on a trial basis. He said that after the
completion of Rs. 5,000 crore payment, another
appeal will be made in the Supreme Court to
return the amount to the remaining investors.

Union Home Minister and Minister of
Cooperation said that through this portal,
first payment up to Rs.10,000 will be made
to one crore investors who had deposited Rs.
10,000 or more. He said that complete data
of all the four societies is available online for
applyingonthis portal. He said thatall necessary
provisions have been made in this process so
thatthereisnoscope foranykind ofmanipulation
or injustice to any genuine investor.

Shri Amit Shah said that people who have
not made any investments cannotreceive any
refund in any way from this portal, but those
who have invested will receive the refunds
for sure. Minister of Cooperation instructed
that arrangements should be made to file
applications through Common Service Center
(CSC).Herequested all the investors toregister
online through the facility of CSC. Shri Shah
said that there are two main conditions related
to the process: first, the investor's Aadhaar
card must be linked to their mobile number,
and second, the Aadhaar card must be linked
totheirbankaccount.He assured the investors,
that the money will be deposited into their
bank accounts within 45 days.

Union Minister of Cooperation said that a
significant beginning has been made today.
He said that under the leadership of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, for the first time
theinvestors arereceiving their money which
was stuckdue toscam,inatransparent manner,
and it is a very big achievement. He added
that now, crores of people are going toreceive
their hard-earned money, which was stuck
due to scams. ShriShah said that approximately
1.78 crore small investors, whose money up
toRs.30,000 stuck, will get their money back
and it is a great achievement.

Hon’ble Supreme Courtvideits order dated
29thMarch 2023 directed that Rs. 5000 Crores
be transferred out of the “Sahara-SEBIRefund
Account” tothe Central Registrar of Cooperative
Societies (CRCS) for disbursement against the
legitimate dues of the genuine depositors of
the Sahara Group of Cooperative Societies.
The whole process of disbursement is being
supervised and monitored by Justice R.Subhash
Reddy, Former Judge of Hon’ble Supreme Court
with the assistance of Shri Gaurav Agrawal,
learned Advocate, Amicus Curiae as per
directions of Hon’ble Supreme Court. Four
senior Officers on Special Duty (OSDs) have
beenappointed for each of the above Societies
for assisting in the refund process.

The online Portal developed for submission
of claims is user friendly, efficient and
transparent. The entire process is digital.
Necessary checks and balances have been
incorporated in the Portal to ensure that only
thelegitimate deposits of the genuine depositors
arerefunded. The portal canalso be accessed
through Ministry of Cooperation website. The
genuine depositors of these Societies have to
submit their claims by filling online application
formavailable on the portaland upload requisite
documents. The depositors will be verified
through Aadhaar card to ensure theiridentity.
After the verification of their claims and
uploaded documents by the appointed Societies,
Auditors,and OSDs, the payment to the genuine
depositors will be credited in their Bank account
within 45 days after filing their online claims,
subject to fund availability and they will be
intimated the status through SMS/Portal. The
genuine depositors ofthe Societies are requested
toensure that they have Aadharlinked mobile
number and Bank Account along with requisite
documents as proofof their claim and deposits.

Rotational.....

Kashmir Government has asked the depart-
ments to submit details of officers working on
such posts beyond three years for submitting
them to the Union Home Ministry.

Inacommunique, accessed by news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO), the General
Administration Department (GAD) has written
to the administrative secretaries to submit
complete details of all employees posted/
deputed/ attached who are occupying sensitive
posts beyond three years so that the same is
furnished to the Government of India for further
action in the matter.

As per desired format, the government has
to submit details of all such officers along with
its remarks on them.

The details are being collected to identify
sensitive posts and ensure the rotation of offi-
cers manning themwithin the prescribed time
limit.

"Identification of sensitive posts and rota-
tional transfer of officials holding sensitive posts
isone of the tools for effective implementation
of preventive vigilance mechanism," the Central
Vigilance Commission had saidinits 2022 order.

The rotational transfers are being done to
avoid developing vested interest by staffers
holding sensitive posts. The overstay and con-
tinuous posting afford scope for indulging in
corrupt practices, developing vested interest
etc.whichmaynotbeintheinterestofadepart-
ment.

Kashmiri Pandit.....

Pulwama district on February 26.

The case of killing of Sharma was initially
investigated by Pulwama Police and subse-
quently it was transferred to the SIA Kashmir.

This was the third round of searches carried
by the SIA during the investigation of the case.

SIA said today they conducted searches at
five locations in Anantnag, one in Kulgam and
four in Shopian districts of south Kashmir.

“These ten target premises also included
residential houses of three active terrorists of
LeT namely Danish Hamid Thoker alias Khalid,
Ubaid Padder both from Chakoora Shopianand
Abrar Farooq Wani of Heff Shirmal by the first
light today,” they said.

The searches were conducted by ten special
teams of SIA in pursuance of search warrants
issued by the Special UAPA Court, Pulwama to
collectevidence relevant toongoing investiga-

tion necessary to unearth conspiracy of
minority killings in south Kashmir.

“While launching specific hunt for sub-
stantial evidences, SIA searched various
structures and house keeping records at
target places and questioned many indi-
viduals for ascertaining circumstances
andevidencesinthe case,” the agency said.

The investigation agency has been nar-
rowing down efforts to attain specifica-
tions and evidentiary data for the logical
conclusion of the case for judicial deter-
mination, it added.

Reaping peace.....

India and Pakistan has transformed
remote and out of bound villages and
mountains into tourism destinations.

Talking to the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), a senior officer in
Kupwara said that 70 homestay facilities
have beenregistered with the authorities
and they offer food and accommodation
to tourists.

"All their details and tourist arrival fig-
ures are available with the authorities.
They also maintain the arrival details of
tourists,” the official said.

The official said that homestays are
pivotalin the promotion of tourismactiv-
itiesinthedistrict. "Thereis noinfrastruc-
ture other than what locals have already
constructed. Major hotels and restaurants
aren'tthereinany partoftheremoteareas,”
the official stated.

The official also said that tourism-relat-
ed activities have begun just a couple of
years ago only.

"No big night accommodation is avail-
able there. Tourism has just begun and
almostall of these places were out of bonds
for the general public other than locals.
Homestays are proving to be a game
changer in attracting more tourists,” the
official said while assuring more facilities
will be enhanced with time.

Another senior official said that although
70 homestays are registered with the
concerned authorities, their number has
increased. "As per our reports, about 150
homestay facilities as of now are offering
their services to tourists across the Kup-
wara district.”

The officials said these facilities are in
Keran, Karnah (Teethwal), Machiland the
rest of the tourist destinations in the dis-
trict.

The official said that people are now
able to eke out their livelihood from the
tourism activities.

Locals are happy that tourismactivities
are picking up saying it has helped them
earn their livelihood.

AzharPeer,alocal associated with tour-
ismactivities said twoyears ago it was not
possible to even think of suggesting a
tourist to visit border areas. “But now, last
year people in the border areas have
opened their homes for homestays which
make the job much easier. We are now
inviting tourists to visit the border areas
of Kupwara," he said.

He said that he always follows the pre-
scribed guidelines and proper permission
of visitors so they don't have to face any
problem at any level.

Azhar also said that in September this
year, about 25 couples from outside Jam-
mu and Kashmir will be visiting these
border villages.

"We have already started our prepara-
tions. We have made room bookings and
arrangements for food for them. About 30
homestay roomswill come under use," he
said.

He said the homestay initiative is help-
ing a huge number of families and indi-
viduals to earn a good amount for their
livelihood. “Border villages are gradually
turning into tourist destinations,” he
added.

Amid this, locals pray the peace along
borders stays forever.

First batch.....

firstbatch of 316 Hajj Pilgrims at Srinagar
International Airportontheir return from
Saudi Arabia.

The DivCom was accompanied by DIG
Central Kashmir, Sujit Kumar; Deputy
Commissioner Budgam, Akshay Labroo;
SSP Budgam Al- Tahir Gillani; ADDC, Dr
Akramullah Tak; Executive Officer J&K
Hajj Committee, Dr Shujaat Ahmad
Qureshi; Hajj Authorities and others.

On their arrival, Div Com welcomed
and greeted pilgrims on performing Hajj
and for their successful culmination of
the holy journey. During interaction with
pilgrims, the Div Com enquired about
arrangements made for their smooth
and peaceful pilgrimage.

He also took stock of arrangements
for the smooth arrival of pilgrims and
instructed concerned to ensure comfort-
able and hassle-free movement of pil-
grims towards their respective places.

On the occasion, pilgrims expressed
their gratitude to the Hon’ble Lt. Gover-
nor’s Administration for making elabo-
rative arrangements for the smooth
pilgrimage.

EmbracingAl.....

Department of the UT.

On the occasion the Chief Secretary
complimented the Department for
embarking on the path of adopting mod-

ern technology and tools to bring in
efficiency and accountability into the
government processes. He asked them
to work towards adopting the tools that
aids in identifying the habitual miscre-
ants in different departments working
against larger public interests.

Dr Mehta even advised the local NIC
to generate reports highlighting the
performance of different government
departments onboard on e-office. He
called for pinpointing different users
whose disposal of files is poor or whose
take-off on the software is negligible.
He made out that such an attitude on
part of any government officer/official
is unacceptable and should be viewed
seriously.

He advised creating mass awareness
about the services offered online par-
ticularly in rural areas. He asked for
holding such informative sessions during
morning assemblies in schools and work-
shopsinhigher educational institutions
to train around 10 lakh youth in making
good use of these online platforms.

On the occasion the Chief Secretary
also launched a ‘painting’ and ‘photo
caption’ competition as part of the ‘Dig-
ital JRK’ campaign. Both these competi-
tions are aimed at creating awareness
about the Digital initiatives rolled out
by government. The link for registration
by intrested persons would be available
online on JKMyGov application to be
reached out at the URL http//:jk.mygov.
in.

Talking about these initiatives the
Commissioner Secretary, IT, Prerna Puri
stated that it would offer an opportu-
nity to people to showcase their talent
and creativity while capturing the cap-
tivating essence of Digital J&K.

She revealed that the participants
stand a chance to win prizes also. The
top five winners of the selected best
entries shall be awarded cash prizes and
a certificate of appreciation by the
Department. The prize amount for 1st
Prizeis 10,000, 5,000 for 2nd posi-
tion holder, and ¥ 3,000 as an award for
winner at 3rd position. In addition two
Consolation Prizes of ¥ 2,000 each would
also be given in each category, she
informed.

The timeline of the Contest has been
fixed for 24 daystill 11th of August, 2023,
as was learnt during this meeting.

Those who were present on this occa-
sionincludes Principal Secretary, Educa-
tion; IT Consultant for UT; SIO, NIC besides
other concerned officers of the Depart-
ment.

Muharram.....

(RA) were hoisted at several places in
the city.

The banners are mostly seen on the
road stretch from Saida Kadal to Zadibal
and Downtown and uptown of Srinagar.

“The youth are inspired by the mar-
tyrdom of Hazrat Imam Hussain (RA)
and are tying the hoisting on streets in
Srinagar,” said a local.

Zamin from AlamgariBazar said with
the black banners rising in Srinagar's,
youth should understand lessons of sac-
rifice and unity that this sacred month
teaches people.

Tral-Pahalgam....

in Pahalgam to connect two areas.

They said that the route can be later
used as an alternative for Amarnaath
Yatra and will be the shortest route for
people to visit Pahalgam from Srinagar.

The residents said that if this road is
constructed the distance between Tral
and Pahalgam will remain just a few
kilometers.

Basharat Ahmad, aresident of Bugmud
said that from decades they have been
taking up thisissue with each and every
official but on ground no concrete steps
have happened.

“Road connectivity will help the peo-
ple of both districts to get connected and
will help these economically backward
areas to earn their livelihood as con-
nectivity will increase tourism flow in
the area,” he added.

Residents of both areas requested the
higher ups to look into the matter and
start work on the road.

An official said the government has
taken up theissue with the union govern-
ment and they are waiting for a response.

He added that the department has
already submitted DPR and the estimated
costoftheroadisRs 29 crore and they are
waiting to get NOC from forest department
as well.

Jammu Crime......

under sections of fabricating fake and
forged appointment orders and is continu-
ingtotargetinnocent unemployed youth.

As per complaints and FIRs, he has tar-
geted as many as 19 unemployed youth
and cheated money in Lakhs while a few
of his associates have been booked and
some are under investigation.

The Crime Headquarters in J&K has
intimated its various Wings to initiate
similar action against repeat and habitu-
al offenders and also investigate their
cases speedily and professionally to bring
them to justice at the earliest, he added.
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New IT Towers meticulously designed to
soon come up in J&K and it will create more
jobs and fuel tech growth: LG Sinha

SRINAGAR,JUL18: Lieutenant
Governor Shri Manoj Sinha
chaired areview-cum-consulta-
tion meeting on Cyber Security,
capacity building of knowledge
based industries and reforms in
School Education sector, at Raj
Bhawan today.

The deliberation with officers
of Industries & Commerce,
Department of Information Tech-
nology and domain experts
focussed on latest technological
advancements, establishment of
a Centre of excellence for cyber
security and introducing aca-
demic courses on Artificial Intel-
ligence, Coding, Big Data etc.

“New IT Towers meticulously
designed for growth of the Infor-
mation Technology industry will
soon come up in J&K and it will
create more jobs and fuel tech
growth. Content creation and
sharing with students on latest
skills, awareness on IT Jobs and

opportunities for startups will
propel the IT industry and will
make J&K the hub of Information
and Communication Technology”,
the Lt Governor said.

Discussing the reforms in
school education, the Lt Governor
said that there is a need to sys-
tematicallyidentify and tobridge
the gapsin School Education sec-
tor in terms of Infrastructure,
Skill development at par with
Global standards.

The Lt Governor also empha-
sised on improving the learning
outcome, use of technology, focus
on Emotional quotient (EQ) and
Intelligence Quotient (IQ)tomake
learning a joyful activity.

“Schooleducation department,
school management and educa-
tion planners, domain experts
should work together for quality
education. Our prime objective
is to be at par with best schools
in the country in terms of well-

)
)

equipped laboratories and facul-
ties,” the Lt Governor said.
The Lt Governor directed the

school education department
tointroduce the reformin both
Jammu and Kashmir divisions

on a pilot basis in selected
schools.

He also suggested for creation
of a database of alumni from IIT
and I[IM, who would subsequent-
ly adopt students from different
schools for handholding and guid-
ance.

Sh Alok Kumar, Principal Sec-
retary School Education Depart-
ment; Sh Pankaj Chandra, Vice
Chancellor, Ahmedabad Univer-
sity; Sh Mandeep Kumar Bhan-
dari, Principal Secretary to Lt
Governor; Sh Vikramijit Singh,
Commissioner [Secretary, Indus-
tries & Commerce Department,
Ms Prerna Puri, Commissioner
Secretary, IT Department; Sh
Sanjay Gaden, J&KIT Consultant
and Sh Vish Narayanan, [IT BHU
Alumni & Startup Investor attend-
ed the meeting and shared their
valuable inputs for the formula-
tion of strategies in their respec-
tive sectors.

n @headllnestoday

Districts, Municipalities,

Panchayats with exemplary
performance in tackling drug menace
to be suitably rewarded: Dr Mehta

SRINAGAR, JUL 18: Chief Secretary, Dr Arun Kumar
Mehta remarked that the Districts, Municipalities and
Panchayatsregistering outstanding performance in deal-
ing with narcotics would be suitably rewarded by the UT
Administration.

The Chief Secretary made these remarks while chair-
ing the 6th UT Level NCORD meeting attended by ACS,
Home; Special DG, CID; Special DG, Crime; Principal
Secretary, Forest; Principal Secretary, Education; ADGP,
Kashmir/Jammu, Commissioner Secretary, RDD; Divi-
sional Commissioner Kashmir/Jammu; DG Prosecution,
Deputy Commissioners, District SPs besides other officers
of the concerned departments.

During the meeting, Dr Mehta impressed upon the
officers to take all the measures to eradicate the evil in
its entirety. He asked them to put a fool proof system in
place to convert most of the arrests into convictions. He
told them to gradually increase the sanitized areas free
from drugs and declare them as ‘Drug Free' after due
assessment.

He directed for framing well thought out guidelines
fordeclaring the Panchayats as ‘Drug Free'in consultation
with different agencies like PRI members, Police, Health,
Education, RDD, Revenue and Social Welfare Depart-
ments. He also took note of the pharmacy shops with
functional CCTVs and maintenance of registers showing
sale of scheduled drugs. He asked for fixing the timeframe
to complete the process of having these installed at each
chemist shop across the UT.

In order to ensure that the illicit trade of drug traffick-
ing is curbed effectively the Chief Secretary asked the
Police and Districtadministration to attach the properties
of drug dealers as provided under the relevant rules
governing it. He observed that the wrongdoers needs to
bedealtwithiron hand tosave our youth frombecoming
prey to their nefarious designs.

He made out that the ‘Nasha Mukht J&K’ is not a mere
slogan but a goal to be achieved collectively. He called for
practising social boycott against the drug peddlers or those
engaged in this trade. He called upon the educational insti-
tutions to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity
there to local police for investigation so that our Schools/
Colleges do not become victims of such immorality.

While speaking in the meeting the ACS Home, RK
Goyal advised the police administration to hold capacity
building workshops for their officers dealing with PITNDPS
Act so that they are sensitized about the nuances of
handling such cases in a more professional manner. He
said that each Panchayat should be declared ‘Drug free’
only when it is certified by the concerned institutions
that there is no drug dealer, cultivator and consumer in
the village.

While giving details of the performance registered by
the Department in rooting out this menace the Special
DGP, Crime, A.K Chaudhary gave out that a total of 1850
cases were registered in 2022 arresting 2756 involved
persons and registration of 1410 cases till June this year
thereby arresting 2068 persons named in the FIRs.

It was further given out that this year 251.42 Kgs of
Charas, 124.47 Kgs of Heroin/Brown Sugar, 92.24 Kgs of
Ganja, 3374.69 Kgs of Fuki/Poppy straw, 105588 Caps/
Tabs/Injections/Bottles of contraband substances were
seized under the NDPS Act up to June, 2023.

Moreover it was revealed that in order to plug any
loopholes on part of administration action has been
taken againstI0s/prosecution in NDPS cases which have
been dismissed by the trial courts for any shortcomings
[discrepancies during investigation. A Total of 95 cases
from UT have been identified so far out of which 74 have
been referred to ADGP Jammu and 21 were referred to
ADGP Kashmir for taking action against erring officials.
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DC Srinagar Chairs NCORD meeting

Emphasises on strengthening intelligence network to crack
hotspots of drugs obstructlng drug peddling

SRINAGAR, JUL 18: A meeting of
District Level Committee of Narco
Coordination Centre (NCORD) was
today held under the Chairmanship
of Deputy Commissioner(DC) Sri-
nagar, Mohammad Aijaz Asad at
Conference Hall of DC Office Complex
inordertodiscuss the comprehensive
strategy to counter the menace of
drug abuse in Srinagar.

The DCreviewed the implementa-
tion of the measures takenand prog-
ressachieved toeliminate drugabuse
and its peddling from the Srinagar
District particularly during the last
two months.

The meeting among others was
attended by Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Syed Shabir Ahmad, Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner, Syed
Ahmad Kataria, Superintendent of
Police, Arif Amin Shah, Assistant Com-
missioner Revenue, SDM East, Chief
Education Officer, District Social Wel-
fare Officer, DDMO Srinagar, besides
Nodal Officer Colleges, representative
from Private Schools Association,
Incharge Drug De-addiction Centre
SMHS Hospital, Incharge ATF, SKIMS
Bemina and other concerned.

Attheoutset, the DC took a detailed
appraisal from concerned members
of NCORD Committee regarding the
present scenario of drug related
occurrences, areas of concern, age
group of addicts, hot spots of drug
abuse in the District.

The DC took feedback from the
members ofthe Committee including
SP Headquarter, Incharge Drug De-
addiction Centre SMHS Hospital and
Incharge ATF, SKIMS Bemina who
presented the latestreportrelated to
action taken against drug addiction
and drug trafficking in the last 2
months in the District.

On the occasion, the DC stressed
upon the Officers of all the line
Departments to furtherintensify IEC
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activities, connecting communities
including religious influencers and
civil society members, besides hold-
ing capacity building programmes
for Heads of Educational Institutions.
The DC also emphasised the Offi-
cersincluding Enforcement agencies
for strengthening intelligence net-
workto crack hotspots ofdrugabuse,
obstructdrug-peddling, besides cre-
ating greater deterrence to combat
dangerous trade of drug-trafficking.
The DC also called for attacking
the problem of drugs from both sup-
plyand demand sides vital to contain
the drug peddling and break the sup-
ply chain.Healso called for stringent
action against the culprits involved
in the hazardous trade of drugs.
The DC asked the Revenue and
Police authorities to pace up the pro-
cess of the hotspots of the drugs
SIMILARLY, the DCalsolaid thrust
onfurtherintensifying IEC campaigns
atSchools and Colleges levels to sen-
sitize students and common masses
about ill effects of drugs as well as
encouraging healthy activities and
hobbies to discourage drug abuse.
The DC asked the Chief Education
Officer and Nodal Officer Colleges to
conduct seminars, rallies and other
programmes on the harmful effects
of drug menace in all Government
and Private Educational Institutions
of the District so thatyouthisdiscour-

aged from tempting towards drugs.
The DC stressed on adopting zero
tolerance against the drug abuse in
all Educational Institutions of the
District.

The DClaid stress onidentification
of drug hotspots in the District and
asked the enforcement agencies to
conduct raids on such identified
hotspots to nab the drug peddlers.

During the meeting, the DC also
asked the RTO and Health Depart-
ments to constitute a special Joint
team to conduct random testing of
vulnerable groups including drivers
of commercial vehicles.

The DC also emphasised on effec-
tive functioning of Addiction Treat-
ment Facility Centres(ATFCs)to fight
against drug addiction and mitigate
the sufferings of the drugs affected
persons. He also laid trust on ensur-
ing proper counselling and rehabili-
tation forindividuals struggling with
addiction.

SP Headquarter, Arif Amin Shah
apprised the meeting that as many
as 13 new drug peddlers have been
detained under Narco PSA since May,
2023, besides 9 accused detained
under PIT NDPS. In addition, 60gms
of heroin, Charas, 348.28 gm, 9.5 kgs
of Bung Poppy, 800 psychotropic
syrup bottles, 24860 capsules/tablets
of psychotropic substances were
recovered.

[ > ] @headlmestodaynews

Militant attack: JK police
attaches shopian SHO to
Anantnag's RPHQ

SRINAGAR, JUL 18: Days after a militant attack,
which left three migrant workers from Bihar wound-
ed in south Kashmir’s Shopian district, Jammu and
Kashmir Police has attached Shopian Station House
Officer (SHO) Ghulam Jeelani Bhat to Range Police
Headquarter (RPHQ) Anantnag, pending aninquiry.

“Inview of the incident occurred on 13-7-2023 at
about 2030 hours at Gagren Shopian, Inspector Gh
Jeelani Bhat (AWP) (SHO P/S Shopian) PID No ARP-
109258, is attached to RPHQ Anantnag pending
inquiry,” read an orderissued by the Deputy Inspec-
tor General (DIG) of police south Kashmir range,
Rayees Mohammad Bhat on Monday.

“This order shall haveimmediate effect,” the order
added.

On July 13 evening, three migrant labourers
identified as Anmol Kumar, Pintu Kumar Thakur
and Heralal Yadav, all residents of Supaul, Bihar were
shot at and injured in a militant attack in Shopian
district.

This was the third attack on non-locals and minor-
ities in Kashmir this year.

On February 26, a Kashmiri Pandit working as a
security guard at a bank was shot dead by militants
at Achen in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district.

Over three months later on May 29, Deepu, a
resident of Udhampur, who was working ata private
circus mela at an amusement park , was shot dead
near Jagland Mandi in Anantnag town.

Since the abrogation of Jammu and Kashmir’s
special status in 2019, there have been a series of
attacks on minority community members and non
locals in the Valley.

Two Labourers Killed As
Landslide Hits Construction
Site In Udhampur

UDHAMPUR, JUL 18: Two labourers were killed and
sixothersinjured afteralandslide hit an under-construc-
tionbuilding in Jammu and Kashmir’s Udhampur district
on Tuesday, officials said.

A group of labourers were busy in construction work
atKallar near vegetable marketin Udhampurtownwhen
they came under the landslide around 11.45 am, a police
official said.

He said arescue operation was launched immediately
and six labourers were rescued in an injured condition
and shifted to hospital.

Bodies of two labourers were recovered by a joint
rescue team of police, the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF)and the State Disaster Response Force (SDRF)
after several hours of search, the official said while iden-

g

tifying one of the deceased as Anirudh Kumar, aresident
of Madhya Pradesh.

Theidentity of the other deceasedisbeing ascertained,
the official said.

Earlier, Additional Deputy Commissioner, Udhampur
Joginder Singh Jasrotiawhoinspected the scene said nine
labourers were at the scene when the landslide struck.

Meanwhile, a three-member inquiry committee has
been set up by ADC Jasrotia to ascertain the facts related
to the incident.

He asked the committee members to submit a com-
prehensive report with specific recommendations for
lapses, if any, within a week. (Agencies)

Curbed drug menace to large extent in border areas: SSP B'la

Seeks people’s active cooperation to make Baramulla a drug-free district

BARAMULLA, JUL 18: Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Baramulla, Amod Ashok Nagpure
on Tuesday said drug peddling and
smuggling wasamajor challengein
theborder areas but J&K Police with
asustained campaign hasbeenable
tocurbthe menacetoalargeextent.

Addressing the media personson
the sidelines of a free medical camp
organised in Silikote village of Uri
border town, the SSP, according to
the news agency—Kashmir News

Observer (KNO) said, “The progress
made in curbing drug peddling and
smuggling in this north Kashmir
district over the last six months
wouldserveasaclearmessagetoall
people involved in drug menace to
stop their illegal activities as they
would soon face the consequences
if they hadn't already.” He warned
that police would not tolerate drug-
related offenses and advised those
involvedinillegal activitiestoabstain
fromit.Heexpressed optimismthat

through the active cooperation of
the people, the police would soon
succeedinmakingBaramullaadrug-
free district. The SSP said thatin the
pastsix months, they have filed 187
FIRs under the NDPS Act, leading to
the arrest of 318 drug peddlers.
"Amongthosearrested, 34 peddlers
who are considered hardcore and
repeatoffenders have been charged
under the NDPS Public Safety Act
(PSA)," he said. Describing the strat-
egies implemented to combat drug

abuse, SSPBaramullasaid, "First, we
focused on cracking down on the
suppliers, considering it the initial
partof their strategy. Also, to tackle
the demandside, the policeinitiated
an ongoing awareness program to
combat the drug menace.”

The presence of a drug de-addic-
tioncenterin Baramulla,along with
centers in Srinagar and Anantnag,
furthersupportsourgoal ofaddress-
ing the demand side while concur-
rently reducing the drug supply, he

added. He said Baramulla Police, led
byDIG Vivek Gupta,conductedafree
medical camp for the residents of
Silikotevillage as partofthe Govern-
mentofindia'sborderoutreach pro-
gram."Thisinitiativeaimstoaddress
the concernsand issues of thelocals
by facilitating interaction between
officials from different government
departments and the community.
The medical camporganized onthis
day falls within the framework of
this program,” he added—(KNO)
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DC Kupwara reviews arrangements

for Independence Day Celebration
Asks officers to ensure foolproof arrangements

B HT News Network

KUPWARA, JULY 18:
Deputy Commissioner (DC),
Kupwara, Ms. AyushiSudan,
today convened a meeting
of concerned officers to
review the arrangements
being putin place by differ-
entdepartments for smooth
celebration of Indepen-
dence Day 2023 in Kupwara
district.

The meeting dis-
cussed threadbare various
issues with regard to
smooth conduct of the
National Event.

The Deputy Com-
missioner received feed-
backfromthe officers with
regard to preparations and
gave necessary directions
tothe concerned officers to

S
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ensure foolproof arrange-
ments. She asked officers
toworkintandemand coor-
dination to yield better
results.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the officers

N A

S S\ E s
of line departments to
exhibit different schemes
of their respective depart-
ments on the National
Event.

She asked Chief Educa-
tion Officer and other con-

cern to prepare variety of
cultural programmes with
special focus on patriotism
and local culture. She
directed them to ensure
proper screening of cul-
tural items and select
vibrantand energeticitems
for the celebration.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner stressed upon all
officers and functionaries
to ensure their presence at
the venue on time.

Other officers were also
directed toensure foolproof
and hassle free arrange-
ments. SSPKupwara, Yogal
Manhas; ADDC Kupwara,
Altaf Ahmad Khan, ADC
Kupwara, ADC Handwara;
DPO, District Officers,
besides, Senior Officers
from Army, CRPF, BSF and
Police department.

DC Baramulla chairs District Level Cooperative
Development Committee (DCDC) Meeting

Meeting aims at strengthening PACS as Vibrant Economic Entities in Baramulla: Dr Sehrish

B HT News Network

BARAMULLA,JULY 18:In
ordertoincrease the viabil-
ity of PACS and diversify
their business activities to
make them vibrant eco-
nomic entities at village
level, a meeting of District
Level Cooperative Develop-
ment Committee (DCDC)
today metat DCOffice Com-
plex here under the chair-
manship of District Collec-
tor/ District Development
Commissioner Baramulla,
Dr Syed Sehrish Asgar.

Additional District Devel-
opment Commissioner
Aijaz Abdullah Saraf; Dep-
uty Registrar Cooperative
Baramulla, Mohammad Arif
Shah; Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Zila Panchayat, Addi-

tional District Magistrate
(Revenue), Officers of Agri-
culture, Food and Civil Sup-
plies, Animal Husbandry
departments besides rep-
resentatives of concerned
departments were present
inthe meeting.The meeting
was held to chalkoutacom-

prehensive Action Plan for
extending Multipurpose
PrimaryAgricultural Coop-
erative Society (PACS) and
Dairy/Fishery Primary
Cooperative Societies cov-
ering all panchayat seg-
ments and villages in the
district.During the meeting,

it was informed that there
areatotal of 31 PACSin the
district wherein 32246
members are associated
covering all the panchayat
halgasofthe district.It was
also given out that a total
number of Cooperatives
registered till date stands
at83.Speaking onthe occa-
sion, DrSehrishdeliberated
on the objectives of the
meeting and appealed to
the committee members to
lend their best efforts to
achieve the objective of
strengthening the coopera-
tive movementand deepen-
ing its reach to the grass-
roots level as envisaged by
the Union Ministry of Coop-
eration.She called for mak-
ing primary agriculture
credit societies (PACS).

DDC Chairperson Ganderbal
inaugurates H&WC at Lar

Urges locals to avail benefit of services at centre

B HT News Network

GANDERBAL, JULY 18: The Chair-
person, District Development Council
(DDC)Ganderbal, NuzhatIshfaq today
inaugurated the first of its kind Ayush
Health and Wellness Center (H&WC)
at Lar Ganderbal.

While dedicating the institutionto
the public, the DDC Chairperson said
that the AYUSH system of medicine
hasbeen traditionally used for health-
care through centuries. She said that
the health promotive, preventive and
curative roles of Ayush systems are
thereasons for its acceptance among
the masses.

DDC Chairperson urged people to
avail benefits of the facilities at the
wellness centre which includes Pre-
ventive, Promotive and Curative ser-
vicesand integrates Allopathic, AYUSH
and Naturopathic systems for holistic
approach towards health and wellbe-
ing of a person and community.

“Itisagood opportunity for people
of Lar to avail services of Ayush like
OPD services, Ayush Medicines,
Panchkarma, Yoga etc” she added.
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The DDC Chairperson said one of
the objectives of establishing H&WC
isto promote social connectivity and
wellbeing and wellness of people of
the district.

She enjoined upon the Health func-
tionaries to work in a mission mode
foreffective and efficient functioning
of the Centres to serve its purpose in
the larger interest of the people.

She also emphasised on giving
focused attention towards vulnerable
groups including socially and mar-
ginalized weaker sections of society.

The facilities like cupping, massag-
ing, yoga, gym and Ayush medical
consultationare also available for the
locals.

Meanwhile, the local people of Lar
and adjoining areas have hailed the
initiative taken by DDC Chairperson
and District Administrationand hoped
that people visiting these wellness
centres will be benefited.

Nuzhat Ishfaq stated that further
steps will be taken for promoting
Health and Medical tourism in Gan-
derbal district.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER SPEICAL SUB DIVISION TANGDAR

NIT No.65-SSD/TDR /of 2023-24 e-tendering Endtt. No:1864-74DATED:18.07.2023
For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of J&K Union Territory, e-tenders are being invited on an percentage basis(as
applicable) from approved and eligible Contracts registered with the J&K Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/Central

Governments for the following works:-

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

S. Name of Work Est. Cost Cost Earnest Time of Class of Major
No (Rs. In Lacs) of Money Completio Contract Head of
T/Doc (in n Account
. rupees) In days
(In
rupee
s)
1 2 3 4 5 7 8
01. Construction of road form New food store Khudpora 200 Capex
to Middle School baghpatiSuliman via HO M Yaseen 3.00 - 6000/ 15 days DEE Budget
lone & others

Position of AAA: Accorded
Position of funds Available

. e DI INng documents, which woul INClude qualitying informarion, eligioility criteria, specificarons/drawings, a I or quantitnes
1. The bidding d It hich Id includ lifying inf i ligibilit iteri ifications/drawi bill of fiti
(B.0.Q). a set of contract terms and conditions, and other details, can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website

www.jktenders.gov.in on the dates listed below: -

or1. Date of issue of Tender Notice 18.07.2023
02. Period of downloading of bidding documents 18.07.2023
03. Bid submission start date 18.07.2023
04. Bid submission end date 26.07.2023

PUBLIC NOTICE

Name Change in Electricity Connection

I inform to general public that my electric bill is on
the name of GH AHMAD GANAIE S/0O MOHAM-
MAD RAMZAN GANAIE R/0 WAGOORA. bearing
Consumer ID No ..0212040004158..Now I want to
change my electric bill name from GH AHMAD
GANAIE S/o MOHAMMAD RAMZAN GANAIE R/0O
WAGOORA to ABDUL AHAD MALLAH

S/0 GH AHMAD MALLAH R/0 WAGOORA ..If
anybody have any objection he/she may file his/her
objection in the concerned PDD office within seven
days from the date of publication f this notice after that
no objection will be entertained

Name ...ABDUL AHAD MALLAH
S/0..LATE GH AHMAD MALLAH
R/0 WAGOORA
Distt...BARAMULLAH

IN THE COURT OF JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE FIRST
CLASS KUPWARA

(PROCLAMATION REQUIRING OBJECTIONS FROM GENERAL PUBLIC)

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE

ADVOCATE MANZOOR AHMAD KHAN
IN THE CASE OF

Javeed Ahmad Khatana (Applicant)

Son of Bashir Ahmad Khatana
R/0 Zangli Kasheera Kupwara

Verses
Registror, Births and Deaths B. D. O Kupwara

Whereas application has been made before this court that
Javeed Ahmad Khatana Son of Bashir Ahmad Khatana

R/0 Zangli Kasheera Kupwara was born on 05-10-2003 and the
applicant has sougt a direction from this court for registration
of the birth particulars of Javeed Ahmad in the concerned
Register of Births and Deaths. Proclamation is hereby made
that any person/s having objection(s) to this application may
appear before this court Date 26 .7.23 . (or before me) to file
objections within 07 days of this publication.

Sub Judicial Magistrate Kupwara

PUBLIC NOTICE

Name Change in Electricity Connection :

It is being made public through this Public Notice that an
electricity Connection in the name of Muhammad Lateef Reshi
S/0 M Sultan ReshiR/o0 kundal pora Sozaith bearing Consumer No /
1D- 0206050013726Needs to be Changed into the name of Mrs Maryam,
Wife of - Mohammad Sadiq Malik R/o Shoragari mohalla Nawab
bazar SrinagarAt Present - Sozaith Srinagar.

Anybody having any objection in this regard can contact electric
Sub-division Office Narbal within seven days of publication of this
notice. No objection shall be entertained after the said time period in
any manner.

Name ,Mrs Maryam,
Wife of - Mohammad Sadiq Malik
R/o Shoragari mohalla Nawab bazar Srinagar
At Present - Sozaith Srinagar.
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PUBLICNOTICE

I have lost Number My Driving Licence Bearining
Licence No JK 07 20170009280 some where at Home .
Now I am applying for its duplicate if anybody have
any objection in this regard He//She may contact
with ARTO Kargil within seven days from the
publication of this notice after that no objection will
be entertained

Name....Mehmood Hussain
S/0 Ghulam Abass
S/0 ... Trespone

05. Date & time of opening Bids (on line) 27.07.2023at (10.AM) in the Office of the
Executive Engineer Spl Sub Div Tangdar
Terms and Conditions :-

The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the NIT carefully before uploading softcopy any short fall found in the soft
copy the tender shall be rejected.

2.Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape Treasury Challan (Under Account Head 0059) (Treasury Challan)
must be written boldly the Name of Work, Name of Contractalongwith Cell No, NIT No. & Sr. No of NIT) in favour Executive Engineer
Spl Sub Div Tangdar(tender inviting authority ) and Earnest money /Bid security in shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer
Spl Sub Div Tangdar

3.At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form of CDR/
FDR pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer Spl Sub Div Tangdar. The successful bidder will have to provide
Performance Security @ 3% at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with the Government's circular instructions from
time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the submission of a Performance
Security of 3% of the total cost, which will be released after successful completion of the DL.P/Maintenance Period.

4.Unbalanced bid: in case bid of the lowest bidder is found unbalanced, the successful bidder shall have to produce additional perfor-
mance security in shape of CDR/FDR within 02 day s after opening of price bids as per following break up;

Sno %age or unbalanced bid viz advertised cost on account of low rats Additional ; performance security
1 Upto and including 15% below nil

2 Greater than 15% and upto 20% below 5%

3 Greater than 20% and upto 25% below 10%

4 Greater than 25% and upto 30% below 15%

5 Greater than 30% below 20%

Subject-Grant of Registration of the Paying
Guest house/Home Stay under the name &
style "KARAM SULTANATE"Situated at
Rajbagh Srinagar

PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas, | Naseema Yousuf W/o Mohammad Yousuf Tantray

R/O Rajbagh Srinagar , intends to apply in the office of Prescribed
Authority of Directorate of Tourism Kashmir for registration of my
proposed Paying Guest House/ Home Stay situated at Rajbagh Sri-
nagar 190008 under Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011.
Whereas,"KARAM SULTANATE" will submit Landownership Certificate
fromConcerned Tehsildar with attested photographs of the unit
through Dy.Commissioner concerned, Rent/Lease Deed/Partnership
Deed/issuedby concerned Sub- Registrar, Judicial Magistrate (if ap-
plicable NOC fromthe owner to the effect that the property can be
used as Home stay),Character Certificate of the applicant from the
concerned Police Station,undertaking from the owner as self decla-
ration, Public Notice invitingobjections, if any in print media, list of
family members Name, Age, andPhotograph self attested by owner,
Photographs of the unit as mentioned in the application (each of
exterior and individual bed roomsand bathrooms), Inspection report
by the Committee ( The recommendation of the inspection Commit-
tee shall decide whether to issue a registration to the unit or not
keeping in view, the type of accommodation and amenity, adhar
card.Now before my case is processed for registration by the Pre-
scribedAuthority. The matter is hereby notified for information of
generalPubic/organizations for objections if any and the same should
reach tothe office of Prescribed Authority within a period of 7days
from thepublication of this notice in leading local newspaper of the
Valley.Objections received beyond the period of 7 days from the date
ofpublication shall not be entertained and the case shall be processe-
dunder rules as per merit.

5.No bid shall be accepted if enlistment card is not found in JKPWDOMS online of those departments which have been serving the
said portal as per circular instruction issued by development Commissioner works vide No.PW/DCW/DB/668-72 DT.10-06-2022
6.1st lowest bidder will submit the CDR/FDR within two days after opening of tender failing which 2nd lowest will be approached.
Besides 1st lowest will be debarred from participating in tenderingprocess for one year in this division.

7.The date and time of bid opening shall be notified on the Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and automatically communicated to bidders
via an e-mail message sent to their e-mail address. Responsive bidders' bids will be opened online on the same Web Site in the Office
of the Executive Engineer Spl Sub DivTangdar(tender receiving authority).
8.Bids for the work shall be valid for 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids.
9.Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
6.1Bidders are advised to download the bid submission manual from the "Downloads" option as well as the "Bidders Manual Kit" option
on the website www.jktenders.gov to familiarize themselves with the bid submission process.
6.2In order to participate in the bidding process, bidders must obtain a 'Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)' under the Information
Technology Act of 2000. Any approved Vendor can provide bidders with a digital certificate.
6.3Bidders must submit their bids in electronic format with a digital signature online. No physical bids will be accepted.
6.4Bids will be opened online in accordance with the time schedule specified in Para-1.
6.5Bidders must upload online scanned copy of all required documents (within the document upload limits) with their technical bid.
Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.
10.The department will not be held responsible for any delays in online submission due to unanticipated circumstances.
11.The original Treasury Challan (Cost of tender document) and other Uploaded bid documents shall have to be produced on demand
by the successful bidder at the time of contract signing, and in the case of unsuccessful bidders, 2 percent EMD in the form of CDR/
FDR pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer Spl Sub Div Tangdar, will be released only after production of
Original Treasury Challan of uploaded Scanned copy (Cost of tender document).

12.Biddleirs are advised not to change the contents of the BOQ (Bill of Quantities). They should never attempt to create similar BOQ
manually.
13.Bidders should be fully cognizant that if the documents uploaded/submitted on the basis of which the contract was awarded are
later discovered to be fake/not genuine, the contract will be cancelled and the Contract/bidder will be blacklisted from participating
%n tfhis ](i)ivision/ Department for a period of three years, in addition to the performance security deposited for the said work being
orfeited.

14.Price escalation and Taxes: -The bidder's percentage shall be deemed to include price escalation and all taxes up to the completion
of the work. Taxes shall be deducted from the Contract's bills on the gross amount of the bill at the time of recovery at the rates in effect
at the time of recovery.
15.Bidders are advised to use the "My Documents" area in their R&B e-Tendering portal user account to store any required documents.
16.All bidders must UPLOADthe following information and documents with their bids, in addition to the qualification criteria /
qualification information, (All documents pertaining to the bid must be in English):
All bidders must submit copies of original documents defining their constitution/legal status, place of registration, and principal place
of business, as well as their cell phone number and e-mail address.
A valid Contract/Firm Registration Certificate issued by a competent authority in accordance with the Contract Registration Act.
Treasury Challan &Earnest money
Valid PAN Card
A Civil Contract who does not own HMP and is bidding for Bitumen Macadam Works is required to upload anMoU with HMPO, from
whom the material/machinery for the subject work will be procured. The Memorandum of Understanding must be registered and
duly executed in the Hon'ble Court of 1st Class Magistrate, specifying clearly that failure on the part of the HMPO shall be deemed
failure on the part of the bidder, and vice versa

Scanned copy of GSTIN registration and most recent clearance certificate FORM GSTR-3B from the previous quarter or month,
whichever is applicable.
17.Bidder shall upload a Self-Certified Performance declaration (Annexed format) in support of performance in respect of Bitumen
Macadam Works executed by the agency during the year 2022-23.
18.Bidders are expected to submit technical bids along with scanned copies of all required documents. No document (s) that have not
been uploaded will be accepted in hard copy for evaluation consideration. However, if need arises, Hard copies of any specific support-
in% docluments, on the other hand, may be required on demand in support of documents posted online for clarification during techni-
cal evaluation.
manufacturing laying/spreading and rolling temperatures are kept within the specified limits.
19.The bidder should visit and examine the site of work and its surroundings before submitting a bid, and no claim based
on constrained site conditions will be entertained after the bid is accepted.

The location of the Hot mix plant of adequate capacity capable of yielding a mix of proper and uniform quality, from which
bituminous macadam is to be transported to the site in clean, tarpaulin covered vehicles/Tippers, and shall be placed in
such a way that the manufacturing laying/spreading and rolling temperatures are kept within the specified limits.DIPK-

5304/23
Date: Jul 18 2023

Executive Engineer
Spl Sub Div Tangdar
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MP

Er.Gu

lam Ali Khatanareviews
developmental scenario in Ramban

Urges officers to work towards uplifting living standard of common man and endorse spirit of social justice

B HT News Network

RAMBAN, JULY 18: Member
of Parliament Rajya Sabha, Er.
Gulam Ali Khatana today
chairedameetingofthe district
administration to review the
developmental scenarioin Dis-
trict Ramban.

The meeting was attended by
Deputy Commissioner, Mus-
sarat-Ul- Islam; SSP Mohita
Sharma; ADDC, Rajinder Shar-
ma; ADC,Harbans Sharma; CPO,
Kasturi Lal, DDC members,
BDCs, PRIs and other district
officers.

The MPtookadetailed assess-

ment of the ongoing develop-
ment projects being executed
by the Rural Development
Department, Education, ULB,
YSS, Health, Jal Shakti, Power
Development, Forests, Agricul-
ture and allied departments.

The Deputy Commissioner
briefed the MP about the status
of developmental programmes
being implemented in the dis-
trict. The MP was also given a
thorough presentation on the
implementation of Centrally
Sponsored Schemes (CSSs) and
other beneficiary oriented
schemes.

Speaking on the occasion,
Khatanaexpressed his satisfac-

tion over the pace of progress
onseveral development works.

Seeking feedback on each
project, he called upon the offi-
cerstoidentify the bottlenecks,
if any and take necessary cor-
rective measures to achieve set
targets in a given time frame.

He urged all the officers to
work with a vision to uplift the
standard of living of the com-
mon masses, especially people
belonging to poor sections of
the society and endorse the
spirit of welfarism and social
justice.

He impressed upon the offi-
cers to become people friendly
and serve them with dedication

and compassion.

MP Khatana exhorted the
officers to expedite the ongoing
works for timely completionand
dedication tothe public. He also
asked the officers to remain
available for the people and
ensure the genuine and timely
redressal of their issues/
demands. Hereiterated the gov-
ernment's unwavering commit-
ment of enhancing the quality
oflife of the residents and ensur-
ing holistic development in all
aspects of their lives.

The MP reviewed achieve-
ments under Swachata Abhiyan
and asked EOs of the MCs to
ensure door to door collection,

segregation and scientific dis-
posal or recycling of the waste.
He emphasized on extending
adequate benefits tothe deserv-
ing under Forest Rights Actand
other such initiatives of the UT
and Union government. The MP,
while reviewing the education
sector, instructed the officers
and the district authorities to
ensure the delivery of quality
educationinall the educational
institutionsin the district forits
future prosperity. The MP
reviewed achievements under
Swachata Abhiyan and asked
EOs of the MCs to ensure door
to door collection, segregation
and scientific disposal.

p
Kishtwar: DDMA

] ™
discusses

Director Horticulture launches
Plantation Drive in Dansal

plan for restoration of
damaged bridges

B HT News Network

KISHTWAR,JULY 18: Additional District Development
Commissioner (ADDC) Kishtwar Sham Lal today chaired
ameeting of District Disaster Mismanagement Author-
ity here in his office chamber to discuss the action plan
for taking up restoration works of bridges under State
Disaster Response Fund (SDRF).

Threadbare discussions were held regarding the
restoration work of 8 damaged bridges which were
washed away due torecent flash floodsin Tehsil Bunjwah
of District Kishtwar.

The ADDC directed executing agencies to submit the
estimates of all cases (works) at an earliest to his office
for grant of necessary approval/clearance.

The meeting was attended by ADC, Inderjeet Singh
Parihar; ACR, Varunjeet Singh Charak; DFO Kishtwar,
Sagar Singh; AO DC Office, Imran Ahmed Kitchloo;
Tehsildar Bunjwah Irshad Ahmed, besides other con-
cerned officers.

DCDC discussesimplementa-
tion of "World's Largest Grain
Storage Plan" in Samba

B HT News Network

SAMBA, JULY 18: The District Cooperative Develop-
ment Committee (DCDC), which met today here under
the chairmanship of the Deputy Commissioner Samba,
Abhishek Sharma, discussed revival of the Cooperative
sector and action plan for the implementation of the
prestigious "World's Largest Grain Storage Plan" in the
Cooperative Department.

The Concerned departments were directed to iden-
tify land for a modern Grain storage unit in District
Samba. The chosen site will align with the "World's
Largest Decentralized Grain Storage Project" initiated
by the Ministry of Cooperative.

The meeting stressed on putting in extra efforts to
establish new Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs)
and raise awareness among farmers and the public in
collaboration with NABARD.

The DC informed that the PACs will now be eligible
for operating retail Petrol and LPG outlets for which a
process has been initiated to identify eligible PACs.

Five PACs from District Samba were nominated for
Jan Aushadi Kendras to improve access to generic
medicines in rural areas.The Deputy Commissioner
expresed gratitude to all participants and emphasized
the DCDC's commitment to foster cooperative growth
and uplift the agricultural landscape in District Samba.

ADDC,ACD, ACR,CAO, CHO, CSHO, CAHO, DDM NAB-
ARD, Lead Bank Manager, AD Fisheries, Dy Registrar
Cooperatives, Assistant Registrars Samba district and

\other concerned officers attended the meeting.

_/

B HT News Network

JAMMU, JULY 18: The
Department of Horticulture
Jammuis conductingaseries
of plantation drives in the
Sub-tropical areas of Jammu
Division to promote planta-
tion of fruit plants in the
farmers’ fields amid the
Rainy season.

Inthis context, the Direc-
tor Horticulture Jammu,
Ram Savak, today started
the plantationdriveatthree
different farmers’ fields
located at Bajalta, Chak-
Rakhwala and Ban area of
Dansal block. By planting
saplings, the director initi-
ated the compact plantation
over an area of 50 kanals.
Chief Horticulture Officer
Jammu, Ashwani Sharma,
DLSMS Jammu, Sandeep
Gupta, Horticulture Devel-
opment Officer, Sandeep
Sharmaand alarge number
of farmers of the area were

present.

During the programme,
the Director stressed the
need to encourage High
Density Plantation in the
area. He said that the rainy
season is very suitable for
new plantations especially
in the kandi area and the
farmers should adoptaclus-
ter approach to establish
new orchardsand take ben-
efit of all the departmental
schemes.

Awareness cum interac-
tion programme was also
conducted at Ban, where a
large gathering of farmers
including women and Sar-
panchofthe panchayat Ban,
Rajinder Singh were present.

During the interaction
with the farmers, the Direc-
tor briefed them about the
recently launched Holistic
Agriculture Development
Programme providing
incentives/assistancetothe
farming community to
enhance their income.

District Committee discusses revival of Cooperatives, implementation
of "World's Largest Grain Storage Plan” at Doda

B HT News Network

DODA, JULY 18: Deputy
Commissioner Doda,
Vishesh Mahajan today
chaired a meeting of Dis-
trict Cooperative Develop-
ment Committee (DCDC)
todiscussthe rejuvenation
of Cooperative Societies in
the Districtand implemen-
tation of World's Largest
Grain Storage Plan in the
Cooperative Sector.It was
informed in the meeting
thatthedistricthas 27 reg-
istered Cooperative Societ-
ies, out of which 26 are
functional and are making
profit for them. New coop-
erative societies have been
proposedinthe Agrosector,
Jan Aushadhi, and other
such fields of business
viable in the district. The
Cooperative department
has recovered an amount
ofRs 14 lakh from NPAs out
of the total 27 lakh out-

standing amount. The
information was provided
by the Deputy Registrar
Cooperative, Sumit Kumar,
while briefing the meeting
about the departmental
activitiesinthe district.The
DC appreciated the efforts
ofthe department for mak-
ing more than 50 percent
recovery of NPAs and asked
the functionaries to reju-
venate the existing coop-
erative societiestoenhance
their sphere of activities/

business, negotiation
capacity and profit making/
earning capacity. He advo-
cated for new cooperatives
inthefield of Agri-techand
Agro based sectors. He
asked for developing a
cooperative platform for
catering the surplus milk
productionand vegetables
inthedistrict. Detailed dis-
cussion was held with the
members of the District
Cooperative Development
Committee on the imple-

mentation and monitoring
oftheWorld's Largest Grain
storage Plan.The Deputy
Commissioner directed the
Cooperative Department to
coordinate with Agricul-
ture Departmentand other
Line Departments in iden-
tifying PACS which show
increasing trend in Grain
Production for considering
such PACS in World's Larg-
estGrainStorage Planinthe
local Cooperative Sector.

The Agriculture Depart-
ment was asked to submit
the Block-wise dataof Grain
Production so that deserv-
ing PACS may be identified
and putinPlanaccordingly.

The DC emphasised on
openingofJan Aushadicen-
tresby the cooperativesand
laid emphasis on roping in
pharma graduates in such
cooperatives so that the
best medicine at the best
price could be made avail-
able to the deserving.

ADC Ramban reviews
Muharram arrangements

B HT News Network

RAMBAN, JULY 18: Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner Ramban, HarbansLal
Sharma today chaired a
meeting of officersand rep-
resentatives of Shia Federa-
tion here toreview arrange-
ments put in place for
Muharram-ul-Haramstart-
ing from 19th July.

Chief Medical Officer Dr.
Kamal Zadu, Executive
Engineer JPDCL, Jal Shakti,
CEOMCRamban, Tehsildar,
Dy.SP traffic, Dy. SP Hqtr.
and other concerned offi-
cers attended the meeting.

The meeting discussed
demands projected by the
representatives of Shiaasso-
ciations for the smooth
conduct of Muharram.

3', 9
e

The meeting discussed
arrangements for power
supply, water supply, reno-
vation of roads, provision of
ration, firewood, sanitation,
streetlightingand medicare
facilities.

The ADC instructed Jal
ShaktiandJPDCLto ensure
uninterrupted power and
water supply, while the
health department was
asked toensure availability
of healthcare facilities at

places of congregations.

He asked the concerned
departments toensure that
the arrangements pertain-
ingtotheirdepartmentsare
put in place well in time.

Municipal authorities
were instructed to ensure
cleanliness in and around
Imambargah Chanderkote.
The Police and Traffic
departmentwasalsoasked
to provide fool proof secu-
rity and traffic arrange-

DDC reviews arrangements for
Budha Amarnath Yatra in Rajouri

B HT News Network

RAJOURI, JULY 18: Dis-
trict Development Commis-
sioner of Rajouri, Vikas
Kundal, today chaired a
meeting to review the
arrangements for the annu-
al Budha Amarnath Yatra.

During the meeting, the
DDC exhorted the officers
to make the arrangements
pertaining to their depart-
ments wellin time to avoid
any inconvenience to the
pilgrims. The DDCstressed
the need for foolproof secu-
rity arrangements, ade-
quate medicalfacilities,and
other essential services to
be provided to the pilgrims.

The officers were also
reminded oftheimportance
of putting all necessary

arrangementsin place well
inadvance.The DDCurged
them toworkdiligently and
leave no stone unturnedin
their efforts to make the
yatraafulfillingand mem-
orable experience forevery-
one who embarks on this
spiritual journey.The Budha
Amarnath Yatrais a highly
revered pilgrimage that
draws devotees from all
over the region. It is a time
when the faithful seek

spiritual enlightenment
and connect with the
divine. Ensuring that all
arrangements are in place
is crucial to the success of
the yatra and the safety of
the pilgrims.With the
efforts of the officers and
the support of the local
community, the Budha
Amarnath Yatra is expect-
ed to be a fulfilling and
memorable experience for
allthose who undertake it.

95th ICAR day celebration and Technology
demonstratlon concludes at KVK Samba

B HT News Network

SAMBA, JULY 18: Krishi
Vigyan Kendra, Samba of
Sher-e-Kashmir University
of Agricultural Sciences &
Technology of Jammu today
concluded 3 -day celebra-
tions of 95th ICAR day by
organizingtechnology dem-
onstrations from 16th-18th
July, 2023,

More than 300 farmers/
farm women enthusiasti-
cally participated in these
programmes held at KVK
premises under the leader-
ship of Prof. B.N. Tripathi,
Vice-Chancellor, SKUAST-

®© 00 ©

Jammu.

The day event witnessed
adisplay of novel and inno-
vative technologies includ-
ing specimens, exhibits and
agriculturaltoolsand imple-
ments for the farmers.

The concludingday of the
programme began with a
welcome address by Dr.San-
jay Khajuria, Chief Scientist
& Head, KVK Samba. He
welcomed the farmers and
highlighted the importance
of new and innovative tech-
nologies in agriculture par-
ticularly in Samba district
forenhancing the income of
the farmers. Heemphasized
upon the need to include

o

new and innovative tech-
nologies in agriculture to
improve the profitability in
the agriculture sector. He
elaborated upon the various
initiatives undertaken by
the KVK during the last 03
days like organization of
trainingand awareness pro-

grammes, demonstration
on processing and value
addition of kandi fruits like
mango, citrus fruits, kissan
goshtis, exhibition of the
latest technologies for the
benefit of the farmers. A
series of the expertlectures
were also delivered by the

KVK scientists for the farm-
ing community of the Sam-
ba district.
Dr.NeerjaSharma, Senior
Scientist (Horticulture) dis-
cussed in detail about the
value addition of the fruits
and vegetablesinthe Samba
district and various post
harvestmeasures toimprove
the income of the farmers.
Dr. Abhay Kumar Sinha,
Senior Scientist (Agricul-
tural Engineering) elabo-
rated upon the various
aspects of farm mechaniza-
tioninthe field of agriculture
like tractors, tillers, farm
machinery banks, custom
hiring centers, innovative

farm tools and their role in
reducing the farmdrudgery
to a greater extent.
Dr.Saurav Gupta, Scientist
(Entomology) gave detailed
information about the
importance of innovative
farmingasitoffersasolution
tovarious problems, suchas
food security, farmers’ dis-
tress, and health problems
arising due to pesticide and
fertilizer residue infood and
water, global warming, cli-
mate change and natural
calamities. Healsodiscussed
different ways to control
various insects —pests and
diseasesof Chickpeathrough
various innovative farming.

RAC approves 21 cases at
Doda

B HT News Network

DODA, JULY 18: District Rent Assessment Commit-
tee (RAC) today reviewed and approved 21 rent
assessment cases of buildings being used by various
government departments here atits meeting chaired
by Deputy Commissioner, Vishesh Mahajan.

The cases discussed included those of the Health
department, Education department, PWD, Youth
Services and Sports department, Handloom depart-
ment, Legal Metrology department, Handicraft
department, Agriculture department, and Sheep
Husbandry department.The committee deliberated
on determining the appropriate rent for different
structures housing the government offices in the
district.Deputy Commissioner instructed the com-
mittee members to conduct thorough title verifica-
tions for all the fresh assessments within a specified
timeframe. Additionally, he urged the planning
section to incorporate new and revised entries to
facilitate better understanding for committee mem-
bers in future meetings.
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EDITORIAL
Need to Discourage

Unhealthy Competition
among Students :
What Next

Recentlydeclaredresultsof 10thand 12th examina-
tionhaveonceagainbroughttotheforefront,theissue
of unhealthy competitionamongstudents. Theunre-
lenting pursuit of higher marks has permeated our
education system, leading to negative consequences
for both students and society at large. The emphasis
on achieving top grades has overshadowed the sig-
nificance of holistic development, fostering a hyper-
competitive environment that undermines the true
purpose of education.

Unhealthy competition instills in students a singu-
lar focus on achieving the highest possible marks,
disregarding thejoy of learning and personalgrowth.
Thepressuretooutperformpeersandsecure coveted
seatsin prestigious institutions has created a culture
wheresuccessissolely measured by numericalscores,
neglecting the diverse talents and skills that indi-
viduals possess.

This obsession withmarks hasresultedin avariety
of adverse effects. Mental health issues, such as
anxiety, stress, and depression, are increasingly
prevalentamongstudents. The constant fear of failure
and the overwhelming burden of expectationstakea
tollontheir well-being, hindering their overall devel-
opment. Additionally, unhealthy competitionfosters
a cutthroat atmosphere, eroding the spirit of coop-
eration and collaboration among students.

The relentless pursuit of high marks also skews the
education system itself. It encourages rote learning
and memorization, prioritizing regurgitation of facts
over critical thinking and creativity. Teachers, com-
pelledtofocusonexam-oriented teaching,areunable
to nurture students' natural curiosity and explore a
wide range of subjects. This not only stifles intellec-
tual growth but also hampers the development of
essentialskills such as problem-solving, communica-
tion, and teamwork.

Moreover, unhealthy competition distorts the pur-
pose of education. Education should aim to cultivate
well-rounded individuals capable of contributing to
society, ratherthan merely producing high achievers.
By fixating solely on examresults, we undermine the
potential of studentsto develop their unique talents,
passions, and interests. This narrow focus neglects
the importance of character-building, moral values,
and social responsibility, resulting in a generation
ill-equipped to tackle real-world challenges.

Addressing the issue of unhealthy competition
requires a holistic approach involving students, par-
ents, educators,and policymakers. Itisimperative to
shiftthenarrativefromgradestoholistic development,
recognizing that successencompasses more thanjust
academic achievements. Encouraging students to
pursue their passions and interests, engaging in
extracurricular activities, and promoting a healthy
work-life balance can contribute to their overall well-
being and personal growth.

Furthermore,the educationsystem should empha-
sizeskill-based learning, critical thinking,and creativ-
ity. Assessmentsshould focus onevaluating students'
comprehension, analyticalskills,and practicalappli-
cation of knowledge, rather than solely relying on
memorization. Encouraging project-based learning,
collaborativeassignments,and open-ended questions
can foster a deeper understanding of subjects and
promote creativity and innovation.

Parents and educators also play a crucial role in
nurturingahealthy learning environment. Encourag-
ing children to explore their interests, supporting
them emotionally, and instilling a love for learning
can helpalleviate the pressure of unhealthy competi-
tion. By celebrating individual progress, effort, and
character development, parents canfosterasense of
self-worth beyond numerical achievements.

The recent examination results have once again
exposed thedarkunderbelly of unhealthy competition
in our education system. The myopic focus on marks
underminesthetrue purpose of educationandplaces
immense pressure on students, leading to detrimen-
taleffectsontheirmentalhealthand overallwell-being.
It is imperative that we collectively work towards
creating an educational ecosystem that values holis-
tic development, creativity, and character-building.
Only then can we provide a nurturing environment
thatallows every student to reach their full potential
and contribute meaningfully to society.

VIJAY GARG

Students get hooked on computa-
tional studies easily as it is versatile
and offers numerous opportunities to
solve problems across various fields

In today’s digital age, people from
every walk of life are familiarising

leveraged to solve their problems.
Moreover, it nurtures creativity and
curiosity to explore new questions and
delve deepinto understanding itsintri-
cacies.

Students get hooked on computa-
tional studies easily as it is versatile
and offers numerous opportunities to
solve problems across various fields,
including Physics, Chemistry, Biology,
Engineering, Economics, Management,
and Social Sciences.

Computational studies provide a
platform for students to implement
solutions that are crafted from com-
putational thinking. This virtual envi-

ronmentis safer, faster,and more cost-
effective than traditional laboratory
experiments. Studentsimmerse them-
selvesin thisexciting field of study and
enjoy tackling new challenges as it
offers them the opportunity to experi-
ence contemporary technologies.
Several universities have introduced
Computational Thinking concepts to
students from different branches of
study such as Data Science, Psychol-
ogy, Economics, Management, and
Design. Students are encouraged to
identify complex problems from a
domain of theirinterest. The concepts
absorbed in Computational Thinking

areapplied tounderstand the problem
and develop possible solutionsinaway
thatacomputer,ahuman, orboth, can
understand itsimplementation. More-
over, students are introduced to an
open-source environment to build
digital products using tools suchas 3D
models, Augmented Reality, Chat Bots,
Web page development software, Face
tracking software, Image tracking soft-
ware, and IoT tools toimplement solu-
tions. Some interesting problems
solved by studentsinclude supply chain
optimisation, searching forabusinthe
stand and employing Vitruvian Man
golden ratio to design a logo, etc.

WHY COMPUTER

STUDIES IS GAINING

POPULARITY

themselves with computing in some
form or the other. Much like reading
and writing, computingis beingadopt-
ed as a fundamental tool for finding
solutions to everyday problems.
Computing devices gained popular-
ity and burgeoned into widely used
tools to solve personal and industrial
problems in the 21st century. Efforts
are being made globally to adopt dig-
ital gadgets in K12 and Higher educa-
tion curricula to enable problem-solv-
ing via digital tools. In India, the
National Education Policy (NEP 2020)
also emphasises the same.
Computational study is often con-
fused with computer programming.
Computer studiesis athought process,
whereas computer programming
involves the mastery of programming
languages tologically implement solu-
tions. According to Jeannette Wing
(2000), Computational Thinking is a
process that enables us to take a com-
plex problem, understanditand devel-
op possible solutions that a computer,
human, or both, can understand.
Hemmendinger (2010) referred to
computational studies as a method
that teaches students to think like an
economist, a physicist, or an artist, to
understand how computation can be

Computational thinkingis anessen-
tial skill for students to develop as it
promotes problem-solving, critical
thinking, logical reasoning, creativity,
and innovation. It also supports tech-
nology and data literacy, prepares
students for the future workforce,
supports scientific discovery creates
anurge toreach out for social good and
enhances learning across domains.
Moreover, itisafunand engaging way
for students to learn!

Vijay Garg Retired
Principal Educational Columnist
Malout Punjab

BLOCKCHAINTECHNOLOGYIS

THENEED OFTHEHO

ERAIJAZ AHMAD

Blockchaintechnology is the technique in which various
block can be used for the data storage. These blocks are
interconnected eachother . Blockchain technology is a
way of creating a secure and transparent record of trans-
actions. It does this by using a decentralized system where
each participant in the network has a copy of the ledger.
This means that any changes to the ledger are visible to
everyone in the network, and cannot be easily altered or
deleted.

Blockchain technology has been gaining popularity
because it has the potential to solve many of the problems
associated withtraditional centralized systems. Forexam-
ple,itcanincrease transparency, reduce fraud, and improve
security.

There are many potential applications for blockchain
technology, suchasinfinance, supply chain management,
and voting systems. It is also being used to create new
types of digital assets, such as cryptocurrencies.

Overall, blockchain technology is seen as a potentially
transformative technology that could have a majorimpact
on many different industries. As such, it is considered to
be a need of the hour, and its development is being close-
ly watched by many experts and analysts.

Blockchain technology is becomingincreasingly popu-
lar because it offers a secure and transparent way to store
and transfer information. This technology is used in vari-
ous fields such as finance, healthcare, and supply chain
management because it can prevent fraud, reduce costs,
and improve efficiency. Additionally, blockchain is decen-
tralized, which means that there is no single point of
failure, making it less vulnerable to hacking and other
cyber attacks. Overall, blockchain technology has the
potential to revolutionize the way we do business and
interact with each other online.

Blockchain technology is a revolutionary innovation in
the world of digital transactions. Put simply, it is a decen-

tralized, digital ledger that stores data in a secure and
tamper-proof way. This technology is rapidly gaining
popularity and is being adopted by many different indus-
tries, from finance and banking to healthcare and real
estate. Here, we will discuss some of the different types
of blockchain technology.

Public Blockchain

Public blockchains are open to anyone who wants to
jointhe network. This means that anyone canread, write,
and verify transactions on the blockchain. Public block-
chains are completely decentralized, and all participants
have equal rights to access and interact with the network.
Bitcoin is the most well-known example of a public block-
chain,

Private Blockchain

Private blockchains, on the other hand, are closed net-
works that are only accessible to a select group of par-
ticipants. Private blockchains are often used by enter-
prises and organizations to secure their internal data and
transactions. Private blockchains can be customized to
meet the specific needs of an organization, and they can
offer faster transaction speeds and lower transaction fees
compared to public blockchains.

UR

Hybrid Blockchain

Hybrid blockchains are a combination of both public
and private blockchains. They allow for certain parts of
the network to be public while other parts are private.
Hybrid blockchains are often used for supply chain man-
agement and logistics because they can offer the benefits
of both public and private blockchains.

Permissioned Blockchain

Permissioned blockchains are similar to private block-
chains, but they require permission to join the network.
Only approved participants can read, write, and verify
transactionson the blockchain. Permissioned blockchains
are often used in industries where strict regulations and
compliance are required, such as healthcare and finance.

Inshort, blockchain technology has many different types
and uses. Understanding the differences between them is
important when deciding which type of blockchain to use
for a particular application. From public to private, hybrid to
permissioned, blockchain technology has the potential to
revolutionize the way we store and transfer data.

Author is the occasional writter from budgam. He
is the engineer, quote writter, social worker,
ratheraijaz740@gmail.com
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Racism In Britain Is Not A Black And

White Issue. It

Tomiwa Owolade

why. [ was a sixth-form student and

talking to a girl who told me with ut-
ter confidence that “white people can't be
victims of racism”. Racism is about power
and privilege. White people have power
and privilege. Black people and Asians don't.
This means that only the latter group can be
victims of racism: racism is the exercise of
power and privilege against people of co-
lour.

I nodded at the time - she almost con-
vinced me. Almost. I admired her clarity but
felt her account was too neat. I liked her pas-
sion but thought it was painfully misguided.

It has only been over the past few years
that [ have been able to say exactly why she
is wrong; why her account of racism is pro-
vincial rather than progressive; why com-
bating material inequalities should be based
on truth rather than distorted narratives,

The year 2021 was a strange time to be
alive. The interregnum between lockdown
and “back to normal”. The last full year
of Boris Johnson's slipshod government.
The terrifying wildfires in Australia. Amid
the chaos and change, though, something
else seismic occurred that year. More than
14,000 people took part in the Evidence for
Equality National Survey between Febru-
ary and October. They came from 21 ethnic
backgrounds and all parts of the country.
The survey report was released last week,
and it claims to be the most comprehensive
account of racial inequality in Britain for
more than 25 years.

The research was carried out by academ-
ics from the universities of St Andrews,
Manchester and King's College London, and
published in a book called Racism and Eth-
nic Inequality in a Time of Crisis.

Nissa Finney is a professor of human ge-
ography at St Andrews and led the report.
She argues that the “UK is immeasurably far
from being a racially just society. The kinds
of inequality we see in our study would not
be there if we had a really just society.”

The figure from the report that has most
grabbed the headlines is this: more than a

Something was amiss but I couldn't say

third of ethnic minority people in Britain
have experienced some form of racist abuse.

The two groups most likely to say they
have experienced racist abuse are Traveller
communities and Jewish people

The standard progressive response would
be that this is awful but not surprising. We
all know we live in a racist society; anyone
who denies this is deluded and complicit
with racism. Any racial abuse against any
individual is morally abhorrent, and civil so-
ciety has a moral duty to oppose prejudice.
We should try to get the number of people
who experience racism as close to zero as we
possibly can. But something again nagged at
me in the way many have presented the evi-
dence from this survey. Because the corol-
lary of one third of ethnic minority people

reporting that they have experienced racist
assault is that two thirds of ethnic minority
people have not.

This does not mean that there is no rac-
ism in Britain. The recent Casey report, for
instance, affirmed the existence of institu-
tional racism in the Metropolitan police. But
the Evidence for Equality National Survey
report complicates some of the underlying
assumptions that many ostensibly progres-
sive people espouse on racial inequality in
Britain. One is a narrow idea of what consti-
tutes racism.

Anyone who is white is privileged, we
are told, and racism only affects people of
colour. The problem with this view is that
there are certain minorities who are seen as
white and yet experience prejudice. In fact,

the two groups most likely to say they have
experienced racist abuse, according to the
survey, are Gypsy, Traveller and Roma com-
munities and Jewish people.

More than 60% of Gypsy and Traveller
people reported that they had experienced
some form of racist assault. More than 55%
of Jewish people report the same.

But we also find striking differences
within groups we often unthinkingly group
together.

White Irish people are more likely to say
they have experienced prejudice in Britain
than black African people

Black Caribbean people, for instance, are
more likely than black African people to say
they have experienced racism - nearly 50%
for black Caribbean people and more than

’s Far More Complicated

30% for black African people. Which also
means that more than half of black Carib-
bean people and two thirds of black African
people say they experienced no racist as-
sault. All of this from a survey many have
used to conclude that Britain is far from be-
ing a racially just society.

Remarkably, the survey found that 40%
of white Irish people reported experienc-
ing some form of racist assault in their lives.
This means that white Irish people are more
likely to say they have experienced preju-
dice in Britain than black African people
and all Asian ethnic groups: Indian, Paki-
stani, Bangladeshi, Chinese and other Asian
groups.

One response to this is obvious. Some
minority groups might under-report their
experience of racist abuse, others might
over-report. We shouldn't take the survey as
an objective account of racism in Britain, But
the problem with this point of view is that
the report has already been used to advance
the claim that Britain is still plagued by rac-
ism - and the very same people who make
this claim also emphasise only one kind of
racial inequality, one that puts black and
Asian people at the very bottom of society,
and “white” people at the top.

If the latter is true, then we need to dis-
card the report as useless. If the report is
useful, we need to recalibrate how we think
about racism. We can't think both that the
report is helpful and still cling to that nar-
row account of racism.

There are racial inequalities in our soci-
ety. This much is true, But this should be ap-
proached with subtlety rather than simplic-
ity. This is because ethnic minority people
in this country have diverse experiences and
any commitment to fighting racial disad-
vantage needs to incorporate this complex
truth if it wants to be truly effective.

Morally speaking, racism is a black and
white issue. But when it comes to how it
manifests itself, it is multidimensional. The
most comprehensive survey on racial in-
equality for nearly 30 years needs to be ex-
amined comprehensively.

Tomiwa Owolade is a contributing writer

The Rhythm Of Pain

Review By Subash Singh Parajuli

The Rhythm of Pain is an agony against
women's suppression.

The Rhythm of Pain is a vibrant poetry
anthology that explores a range of sup-
pressed emotions, experiences of melan-
choly, the personification of womanhood
and an insightful realization of women's
freedom. This heart-rending anthology of
poetry by Ranjana Niraula elicits a mas-
terpiece of her poetry crafting with such
a flow of rebellious and delicate philo-
sophical notions about women's empow-
ermentand the enigma of male chauvinism
that is published by an Indian Vitasta
Publication which consists of thirty poems.

In the gracefully presented lyrical and
insightful collection of poems befittingly
titled * The Rhythm of Pain’. The poet has
effusively professes and honours her deep
understanding of liberation for women
and rebellion and thought-provoking ide-
ologyinthe male-dominated society when
she has ecstatically felt herselfinnumerous
cases. Readers are enticed to explore
through hervastexperiences, deep knowl-
edge, rich descriptions, unique perspec-
tives,and ingenious prowess ofimagination
and the bewitching exquisiteness of an
assortment of delectable about women's
empowerment equally calls for the neces-
sity to acknowledge women's power and
dimensions of colours todrive the profound
society that they impartand the unwaver-
ing love and hope they robustly stand for.

Ranajan's poems sincerely try todig out
the holistic approach, ranging from the

perspective of biology, psychology,anthro-
pology, sociology, and history amongst
others like the French writer Simone de
Beavoir's book "The Second Sex " which
still stands supreme for its highly compre-
hensive work on gender. She initiates the
book by explaining how women are not
allowed to exist in their genuine sense.
What becomes of a woman is a social
construct. The woman is what man will
enable her to be. Human Society is anti-
physics in a sense, it is against nature; it
does not passively submit to the presence
of life but instead takes over the control of
theenvironment onits behalf. Thisarroga-
tionisnotaninward, subjective operation;
itis accomplished objectively in practical
action. She tries to explain gender dis-
crimination in the human mind through
this viewpoint. Is it in human nature to
restrict the world? And the other? Or for
Us? The poetess raised the voice of such
melancholic sentiments through each
poem about how women are oppressed
by putting off opportunities to foster their
inborn talent and differentia to be self-
reliant in this contemporary society.

This is a book that alarms the charis-
matic power and complexity of women
who are misunderstood and hailed as
subordinate ones. Her poetry sharply points
out the harsh reality of the contemporary
situation of Nepali Women's position
despite being educated and self-reliant in
particularareasstill they are prolonged to
tackle gender discrimination.

(Poet and Critic)

Some of the poems inspire a deeper
appreciation and respect for women and
their strive in all their glory, at the same
time there are intense reflections of despair
and irony appealing for liberation and
independence from man supremacy. The
riveting poems proudly showcase the
versatility of women's voices in different
huesand seasons,and since historical years
how they are behaved toward and confined
inthe name of systematiclaws and taboos
culture and traditions that evoke various
emotions of agony, sorrow, discomforts,
sentimentality, outrage, suffering in the
writer and through her experience in the
readers. Ranjana's poems are rich with
sensory details and poetic devices such as
imagery, metaphor, dialectics personifica-
tion and alliteration. She astutely invites
herreaders to ponder philosophically and
rationally over the ethics of women's free-
dom alarming to be more friendly and
supportive of their injustice to justify.

One of the strengths of this collection is
the diversity of voices and perspectives
that the poets' heart sees and eyes felt
about the women's identity crisis that is
represented in lyrical forms. The poems
range from deeply personal reflections
and experiences of the universality of
women's subordinationinlife and the male
expulsion towards women sentiments.
Some of the poems are raw and visceral,
while others are more abstract and philo-
sophical as the poetess invoiced gender
biases interms of physical malice. Despite

the wide range of styles and approaches,
the poems in this anthology pleaded for
the emancipation of liberation from male
Beaumont. Each poem offers a unique
perspective onthe experience of self-lived
life, and many of them are deeply moving
and thought-provoking for aworld devoid
of discrimination against women. In the
course of reading this anthology, espe-
cially male readers can perceive the poet-
ess's priority inafeministicideology which
appears as a sense of discrimination in
males voices and their essentiality to run
the human race nevertheless what the
poetess encountered in her life she vehe-
mently expressed through the medium of
poetry in this anthology.

One of the standout poems in the col-
lection is ' I am a Rhododendron' which
portrays the sense of our perception of
how Males are unaware of the dimension
of women and their colours who paints
men'sliving inexoticand vibrantly having
faced multiple barriers to making them
stand out in the nexus of society. Another
notable poem is 'Life! A Celebration of
Words explores the idea of life and how
far we can get a form of transformation
and renewal during our living after being
free from conventional belief. There are
some more poems which render in mind
and heart after reading twice and thrice
like 'Gautama, Why did you curse me? '
am the Lord of Myself",'Another Morning',
The request of a fetus', 'Slaughter House of
Dependence ' 'Tears Plead, ' Earth - wom-

an analogy.

The poem entitled 'Slaughter House of
Dependence ' is one of the best satirical
pieces that set numerous questions about
the women's prime responsibility and
duties in daily lifestyle that they had to
perform like amachine whois eventamed
and treated as an animal in carnage to
fulfil men's desired.

It is a very ironic verse about being a
derailed daughter-in-lawin their husband's
house how a woman is tamed with many
choresand how sheretains tobeamachine
intwenty-four hours despite having many
owndreamsand passions tolive indepen-
dently. This poem marks the sense ofequal-
ity and liberation and feminine ideology.
Similarly ' Testimony of a sex worker' poem
is a total description of a prostitute wom-
an who how had to quench s thrust of sex
of a male for her survival after being
released from the brothel and how she is
viewed withsuchanillideologyinsociety.

Ranjan's poems constitute the pain and
agony that females are carrying for ages
whichdeprived the powerofbeingindepen-
dent and free to make their sky. Her poems
rebel against the practice of unsystematic
ordinances and the perception of males
toward women which is unjustified in their
lives. Each poem mostly ushered for spiri-
tual awakening and a sense of empathy for
the elimination of women's bigotry,and the
sense of ill motives and beliefs must be
adjourned for their upliftment with the
magnetic power of the universe.
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PM Modi takes a jibe at opposi-
tion's meeting in Bengaluru

B HT News Network

New Delhi, July 18 (UNI)
Prime Minister Narendra
ModionTuesday took ajibe
atthe meeting of the oppo-
sition parties in Bengaluru
and said, "Those who have
gathered (the opposition),
allof them stay silentwhen
asked about their corrup-
tion charges.

"Indemocracy, itisofthe
people, by the people, and
for the people. But for the
dynastic political parties, it
is of the family, by the fam-
ily, and for the family," PM
Modi said while inaugurat-
ing the new integrated ter-
minal building of Veer
Savarkar International Air-
port, Port Blair.

Attacking the Congress
party, the Prime Minister
said, "Family first, nation
nothing. This is their mot-
to...Thereis hatred, corrup-
tion, and appeasement
politics"."The country is a
victim of dynastic politics.
Forthem, only their family's
growthmatters, not that of
the poorinthe country,”he
said.

"Indians never lacked
capabilities and capacities,
but the corrupt Dynastic
Parties always meted out

injustice tothemand made
Indiabear the consequenc-
es," the PM slammed.

The Prime Minister's
remarks came following
the 26 opposition parties
holding a meeting on the
second dayin Bengaluruon
Tuesday tochalkoutajoint
strategy to take on the BJP
unitedly in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.

"When their misrule in
any one state is exposed,
then these people from
other states immediately
start giving arguments in
itsdefence," thePM alleged.

"Theyhave only oneide-
ology and agenda, whichis
to save your family and
increase corruption for the
family," he said.

Talking about the recent
raid on ED in Tamil Nadu,
he said, "There are several
cases of corruption now
beingexposed, butthey (the
opposition) have already
claimed a clean chit."

Prime Minister Modi said
onTuesday that the people
of the country have once
againmade up their minds
to bring back our govern-
mentinthe 2024 elections.

"Insuchasituation,some
people responsible for the
plight of India have opened
their shops and sat down,”
he added.Prime Minister
Modi said, "In the last nine
years, we have not only
rectified the mistakes of the
old governments, but have
alsofurnished new facilities

and avenues to people."

"Today, a New Model of
Development has been
introduced in India. This is
a model of inclusion, a
model of 'Sabka Saath,
SabkaVikas, headded.The
Prime Minister's remarks
came following the 26
opposition parties holding
a meeting on the second
day in Bengaluru on Tues-
day to chalk out a joint
strategy to take on the BJP
unitedly in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.

"When their misrule in
any one state is exposed,
then these people from
other states immediately
start giving arguments in
itsdefence," the PM alleged.

"They have only oneide-
ology and agenda, whichis
to save your family and
increase corruption for the
family,” he said.

Talking about the recent
raid on ED in Tamil Nadu,
he said, "There are several
cases of corruption now
beingexposed, but they(the
opposition) have already
claimed a clean chit."

Prime Minister Modi said
onTuesday that the people
of the country have once
againmade up their minds
to bring back our govern-
mentinthe 2024 elections.

India, France Agree To "Co-Develop Next
Generation Military Equlpment

B HT News Network

New Delhi: India and
France agreed to develop
new generation military
equipmentas partofalong-
term roadmap during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Paris, French
Ambassador Emmanuel
Lenain said on Tuesday.

The envoy also said that
thereis "real" political con-
sensusin France onenhanc-
ing ties with India as he
cited Modi's meetings with
President of the French Sen-
ate Gerard Larcher, Presi-
dent of French National
Assembly Yael Braun-Pivet
and Prime Minister Elisa-
beth Borne.

"It shows that when it
comes to India in France,
there is real consensus.
There is no difference.
Everybody is so supportive
and thatisone of the trade-
marks ofthis partnership,”
Lenain said atamediabrief-
ing.

Prime Minister Modi vis-
ited Parison July 13 and 14
during which both sides
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to expand overall
strategic cooperation
including in defence.

"Defence cooperation has
alwaysbeenveryimportant

forthe two countries aswe
feelthatinordertobeinde-
pendent, we have to be
secure. And in order to be
secure, we need good
equipment and technolo-
gies," Lenain said.

The Defence Acquisition
Council, headed by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, on
July 13 accorded the
approval for the purchase
of 26 Rafale-M (naval vari-
ant)and the three-Scorpene
submarine from France.

The envoy said the two
countries are workingona
roadmap to produce next-
generation military equip-
ment and technologies.

"We have decided to
work and co-develop the
next generation of equip-
ment. And we are working
onaroadmapinthedefence
field," he said without elab-
orating.At the same time,

Lenain said the defence
cooperation between the
twosides was much beyond
one or two platforms as
both sides are looking at
expanding it significantly.

Ambassador Lenain
described Modi's visit to
Parisasareflection of "trust
and strong partnership”
between the two countries.

"It was a very good and
significant visit to send a
strong message of trustand
friendship,” he added.

On the 1650 MW nucle-
ar power projectinJaitapur
in Maharashtra, the envoy
said there has been some
progress on it.

Both sides are engaged
intalkstoresolveallissues
including those relating to
civil nuclear liability, cost
and techno-commercial
matters.During Modi's
visit, both sides agreed to

adopt a 25-year roadmap
to set the course for the
bilateral relationship up to
2047 to celebrate the cen-
tenary of India's indepen-
dence and the centenary of
the diplomatic relations
between the two countries.

"The roadmap for the
next25yearswillmeanone
century of bilateral rela-
tions. The roadmap is very
very ambitious,” Lenain
said.

Hesaid the twosidesare
committed to expanding
cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific as well.

Followingtalks between
Prime Minister Modi and
French President Emman-
uel Macron, the two sides
unveiled an India-France
Indo-Pacific roadmap for
boosting cooperationinthe
region.

"Our two countries
believeinafree,open,inclu-
sive, secure and peaceful
Indo-Pacific region,” the
roadmap noted. "We
believe that the India-
France partnership will be
acrucial pillar of the inter-
connectedand intersecting
arrangements in the Indo-
Pacific region and indis-
pensable forapeaceful and
prosperous future for the
Indo-Pacificregion," it said.

SC to hear Rahul Gandhi's
appealon July 21

"BJP, Can You Challenge I.N.D.I.A.?”
Mamata Banerjee Aﬁer Opp0s1t10n Meet

Pak Woman Who Fell In Love With UP
Man Feared Arrest, Planned To Flee: Cops

B HT News Network

New Delhi, July 18 (UNI) Supreme Court on Tuesday
agreed to hear on July 21 the appeal filed by Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi challenging Gujarat High Court
order that refused to put on hold his conviction and a
two-year jail term in a criminal defamation case.

A bench of the Supreme Court, headed by the Chief
Justice of India (CJI), Dr Dhananjaya Yeshwant Chadra-
chud, agreed to hear it on Friday, July 21.

Dr Abhishek Manu Singhvi, senior lawyer appearing
for Rahul, mentioned the matter before the CJI bench,
seeking hearing of the matter, and to this, the Apex
Court agreed to hear his appeal on Friday, July 21.

Congress leader and disqualified Lok Sabha Member
of Parliament (MP) Rahul Gandhi on July 15 knocked
onthe doors of the Supreme Court, challenging Gujarat
High Court order dismissing his plea for stay of his
conviction in the criminal defamation case over 'Modi
surname' remark.

Arvind Kejriwal accuses
BJP-led Centre for creat-
ing mess of every sector

B HT News Network

New Delhi, July 18 (UNI) Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Tuesday took a swipe at BJP-led Centre and
accused the Modi government of creating mess of almost
every sector.

Kejriwal, who is in Bengaluru to attend the two-day
opposition leaders meet, to seek a plan to bring Oppo-
sition together to take on the ruling BJP in the 2024 Lok
Sabha poll alleged that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
got a chance to rule the country for 10 years but he has
made a complete mess of almost every sector.

Kejriwal, replying to media queries, alleged that in
every section PM Modi has created mess.

He alleged that high unemployment and inflation
are in the country.

The people want to get rid of this government, so
everyone needs to come together, claimed Kejriwal.

Govt with sick mentality
had made UP sick: Yogi

B HT News Network

Lucknow, July 18 (UNI) Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
onTuesday criticised the previous government and said
their sick-mentality made Uttar Pradesh sick, but today
the state is heading in the direction of becoming a
competent state.While citing statistics from the NITI
Aayog, the CM said that UP has changed, it has moved
out of the BIMARU state category and is heading in the
direction of becoming a 'Saksham Pradesh’.

Handing over appointment letters to 1,573 Auxiliary
Nurse Midwifery (ANM) health workers in an event
organised at Lok Bhawan, he said, "In 2015-16, about
six crore people, constituting 37.68 percent of the
population, were below poverty line (BPL) in UP. With
our efforts, the percentage of people below povertyline
dropped from 37.68 percent to 22 percent in 2019-20
and currently it stands at 12 percent, to the surprise of
everyone."He said that many of the states continue to
carry the BIMARU state tag even today in the absence
of the required development while UP has risen above
it and is now connected positively to the process of
development.

®© 00 ©

B HT News Network

New Delhi: Top leaders of 26 Opposition
parties today gathered in Bengaluru to
decide on the contours of the front that
will take on the BJP next year. They agreed
on a name -- [-N-D-I-A (Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alliance).

"NDA, BJP,canyouchallenge .LN.D.LA.?"
MamataBanerjee said ata press conference
after the meeting ended. "We love our
motherland. We are the patriotic people
of the country. We are for the country, the
world, farmers, for all," she said, adding
that people -- Hindus, Dalits, minorities,
farmers, in Bengal, and Manipur -- are
under threat from the BJP, whose only job
is "buying and selling governments".

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge
announced that the next Opposition meet-
ing will be held in Mumbai, where an
11-member coordination committee will
be set up. When asked who will lead the
alliance, Mr Kharge said that a Convenor
will be decided at the Mumbai meting.
"These are small things," he said.Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Uddhav Thackeray, and former Con-
gress president Rahul Gandhi also spoke

at the press conference Several leaders
were missing from the media interaction
as they had to rush to the airport for their
flights back home, Mr Kharge said."The
country's wealth is going to a select few.
The fight is about two different ideas of
India. We asked ourselves who the fight is
between. Not between the Oppositionand
BJP.The voice of the country is being stifled.
The fight is for the voice of the country. So
this name was chosen - INDIA," Rahul
Gandhisaid.During the meeting, Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge had said his
party wasn't interested in power or the
Prime Minister post. Taking aim at the BJP,
he said the ruling party's president and
party leaders are "running from state to
state" to patch up with old allies.

B HT News Network

New Delhi: Seema Ghulam Haider, the
Pakistani woman who sneaked into India
with her four children to be with herlover,
was trying to flee to Delhi when she was
arrested, Noida police said on Tuesday.

Seema came toIndiathrough Nepal with
her four children to live with Sachin Mee-
na, who she had metin 2019 while playing
the online game PlayerUnknown's Battle-
grounds (PUBG).

Seemawasarrested forillegally entering
India without a visa and was interrogated
by the Anti-Terror Squad of Uttar Pradesh
Police on Monday.

AspertheFIR filed by Noida police, Seema
told them that she couldn't get a visa to
India so she travelled to Nepal from where
she took a bus to New Delhi. “Ireached the
Yamuna Expressway with my four children
on May 13 from where Sachin took us to a
rented house in Greater Noida's Mohalla
Ambedkar Nagar,” she said.

Sachin, who was arrested for sheltering
the illegal immigrants, told police that he
introduced Seema to his father and told
him of his intention to marry her.

“Sachin's father said that he would allow
him to marry me only if adapted to the

lndlanwayof 11v1ng lagreedto hlS demand,”
she said.

Afterthis Sachin went back to hishome-
townand afew days later, his father Netra-
pal came to her house, she said. “He took
me to a court in Bulandshahr to meet a
lawyerto start the court marriage process.
When I showed them my papers, the law-
yer told me that I could not marry Sachin
because I was not an Indian citizen,” she
told the police.

After returning home, she said she was
afraid thatthe lawyer might alert the police
and she would be arrested. “On June 30, I
borrowed money from Sachin's father for
daily expenses and left the rented house
with my children. We wanted to go to
Delhi but were arrested soon after,” she
said.

"Fight Between PM Modi And |.N.D.L.A™:
Opposition Coalition Has A New Name

B HT News Network

New Delhi: [-N-D-I-A -- the Indian
National Developmental Inclusive Alliance
--is what the united opposition front will
be known as, 26 parties participating at
the crucial meet in Bengaluru decided
today, setting what Congress's Rahul Gan-
dhi called a "Modi versus LN.D.LA" battle
for the 2024 general elections.

"We are defending the Constitution, voice
of Indians and the idea of India. You know
what happens to anyone who wants to
fighttheideaofIndia... The fightisbetween
NDA and L.LN.D.I.A, Narendra Modi and
.N.D.LA, his ideology and .N.D.L.A. India
always wins all fights," said Mr Gandhi.
"The fight is about two different ideas of
India... The voice of the country is being
stifled. The fight is for the voice of the
country. So this name was chosen --
LN.D.LA," he added.

The BJP - which is gathering its allies
together in Delhi -- scoffed. Drawing a
parallel with thebanned organization SIMI,
the BJP's Amit Malviya said changing the
UPAisjustregrouping under another name.

"In 2024, country will elect Prime Min-
ister Modi, the leader... The future of our
country is too precious to be risked with
one of the self serving, corrupt, dynastic

parties. It is apparent that they have come
together to save their shrinking turfs, not
serve the people,” read his tweet.

The name for the united opposition was
arrived at after much deliberation on Day
2 of the mega meeting.

Sourcessaid the Left parties wanted the
word "Alliance’ to be changed to 'Front’
while some parties were not too keen on
'NDA' in the name. Shiv Sena UBT chief
Uddhav Thackeray pushed foraname that
would not have any mention of opposition.

It was Mr Gandhi who finally came up
withthe acronym, tweeted Jitendra Ahwad
of the Nationalist Congress Party. "His

creativity was greatly appreciated,” his
tweet read..

"Chak de India," read a gleeful tweet
from Trinamool Congress's Derek O'Brien
soon after thename was decided on."NDA
can you challenge INDIA? BJP can you
challenge INDIA?" questioned his boss,
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.

Addressing the media after the meet,
Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge said,
"The BJP wants to destroy democracy,
Constitution, using autonomous bodies
like CBI, ED, vigilance all such institutions
againstopposition party leaders and work-
ers.Thisisagrave situation. We have come

togethertosave this situation. How to save
the country and the people of the country
-- this is the issue before us".

Asked who will lead the alliance, Mr
Kharge said, "We are making a coordination
committee of 11. At that meeting in Mum-
bai, we will decide on who the 11 will be,
who the Convenor will be, etc. These are
small things".

In her remarks at the press conference,
Mamata Banerjee, while acknowledging
all leaders present, referred to Rahul Gan-
dhias "our favourite”. Today's meeting, she
said, was "very good, constructive, fruitful”,
The next meetingin Mumbai will also focus
on a Common Minimum Programme, she
added.The opposition meeting coincided
with the NDA meeting in Delhi, where the
BJP, in a grand show of strength, has gath-
ered together 38 parties.

Refering to the Delhi meet, Mr Kharge
claimed the BJPisrunning scared. "Earlier,
they (the BJP) never cared. They never
spoke... Tukde tukde ho gaya tha (the NDA
wasinpieces)... Now PM trying to put them
together. It shows heis afraid of the Oppo-
sition," Mr Kharge said.About the parties
attending the NDA meet, he added, "Don't
know who they are. If they are registered
parties, [ have not heard that there are so
many parties in India".
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Kerry seeks ‘urgent action’

as China, US

B HT News Network

BEIJING: US climate envoy John Kerry
held four hours of talks with his Chinese
counterpart in Beijing on Monday, calling
for “urgent action” as the two countries
revived stalled diplomacy on reducing
planet-warming emissions.

Climate talks between the two biggest
greenhouse gas emitters came toa haltlast
year after Nancy Pelosi, then-speaker of
the US House of Representatives, enraged
Beijing by visiting self-ruled Taiwan, which
China considers to be part of its territory.

Kerry, a former secretary of state, has
enjoyed comparatively cordial and consis-
tent relations with China despite Wash-
ington and Beijing locking horns over Tai-
wan and other issues.

Kerry met his Chinese counterpart Xie
Zhenhua in Beijing, with the two men
speaking for around four hours, state broad-
caster CCTV said. Both countries “must
take urgent action on a number of fronts,
especially the challenges of coal and meth-
ane pollution,” Kerry wrote inatweet after
the talks.

“The climate crisis demands that the
world’stwolargesteconomies work togeth-
er to limit the Earth’s warming,” Kerry
tweeted. Beijing said after the talks that
“climate change is a common challenge
faced by all mankind”.

China would “exchange views with the

United States on issues related to climate
change, and work together to meet chal-
lenges and improve the wellbeing of current
and future generations”, foreign ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning said.

US National Security Adviser Jake Sul-
livan told CNN on Sunday Kerry would
press Beijing not to “hide behind any kind
of claim that they are a developing nation”
inorder to slow-roll efforts to cut emissions.

“Every country, including China, has a
responsibility to reduce emissions,” Sul-
livan said. “And the world, I do believe,
should step up and encourage — indeed,
pressure — China to take far more dra-

matic action to reduce emissions.” China
has long used its official status as a devel-
oping nation to justify its high emissions,
with Sullivan saying “there is more work
for them to do on that front”. “Secretary
Kerry will make that point when he’s in
Beijing,” he said.Kerry’s trip follows two
other high-profile visits by US officials —
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen — that were
aimed at stabilising US-China ties.

His visit to China came as the Northern
Hemisphere endured record-setting sum-
mer heat waves, which scientists have said
are being exacerbated by climate change.

“The Kerry visit and the resumption of
climateinteraction underscores the critical
importance of coordinated efforts to
address the climate crisis,” Chunping Xie,
Senior Policy Fellow at the Grantham
Research Institute on Climate Change and
the Environment, said in written com-
ments.

“Italsodemonstrates their shared deter-
mination to navigate a complex geopo-
litical relationship to promote the common
good,” said Xie. Kerry met his Chinese
counterpart Xie Zhenhua in Beijing, with
the two men speaking for around four
hours, state broadcaster CCTV said. Both
countries “must take urgent action on a
number of fronts, especially the challeng-
es of coal and methane pollution,” Kerry
wrote in a tweet after the talks.

“The climate crisis demands that the
world’stwolargest economies work togeth-
er to limit the Earth’s warming,” Kerry
tweeted. Beijing said after the talks that
“climate change is a common challenge
faced by all mankind”.

China would “exchange views with the
United States on issues related to climate
change, and work together to meet chal-
lenges and improve the wellbeing of current
and future generations”, foreign ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning said.

US National Security Adviser Jake Sul-
livan told CNN on Sunday Kerry would
press Beijing not to “hide behind any kind
of claim that they are a developing nation”

revive climate talks

Japan, Taiwan fear Russia, China to
start regularly patrolling Asian waters

[ | HT News Network

Tokyo, July 18 (UNI) A
jointChinese-Russian exer-

ciseinthe Asianregion has
raised concerns among
some states that Russian
and Chinese air and naval
forces will soon be patrol-
ling the area regularly, the
Financial Times newspaper
reported on Tuesday, citing
officials.

On July 15, the Chinese
Defense Ministry
announced thatthe Russian
Armed Forces would par-
ticipateinthe "North. Inter-
action-2023" military exer-
cisesorganized by Chinain
the Sea of Japan.

The framing of the drill
and increasingly frequent
Russian military move-
mentsinEast Asian waters

and airspaceraise concerns
that Russian and Chinese
air and naval forces could
soonbe patrolling the area
regularly, the newspaper

reported, citing Japanese
and Taiwanese government
officials.

The news outlet sees this
drill as more provocative,
since Russia increased its
military participation in
the exercise and the event
is taking place in an area
where Russia and Japan
have territorial disputes.

Japan no longer has illu-
sions that it can develop
relations with Russia to
balance China and is now
convinced that there is a
treatontwo fronts,asenior
Japanese government offi-
cialwas cited by the Finan-
cial Times as saying.

At the same time, China

sees its growing coopera-
tion with Russia as a
response to US hegemony
and pressure from NATO,
the newspaper quotes Chi-
nese defense experts as
saying.

Russian officials havealso
said that military coopera-
tionwithChinaisaresponse
to the aggressive build-up
of US military potential in
Asia. At the same time it
was underscored that nei-
ther Russia, nor China are
planning to create any alli-
ances and new dividing
linesinthe region. The news
outletseesthisdrillas more
provocative, since Russia
increased its military par-
ticipation in the exercise
andtheeventistakingplace
inanareawhere Russiaand
Japan have territorial dis-
putes.Japan no longer has
illusions thatitcandevelop
relations with Russiatobal-
ance Chinaand is now con-
vinced that there is a treat
on two fronts, a senior
Japanese government offi-
cial was cited by the Finan-
cial Times as saying.

At the same time, China
sees its growing coopera-
tion with Russia as a
response to US hegemony
and pressure from NATO.

South Korea flood deaths cast doubt
on readiness for extreme weather

B HT News Network

SEOUL/BEIJING: South
Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol on Monday blamed
authorities’ failure to follow
disaster response rules as
the death toll from days of
torrential rain rose to 40,
including a dozen people
founddeadinasubmerged
underpass.

Deluges have pummelled
central and southern
regions since Thursday as
therainy season that start-
ed in late June reaches its
peak.The interior ministry
hasalsoreported nine peo-
ple missing and 34 injured
across the nation.

Twelvedeaths, including
three bodies found over-
night, occurred in a tunnel
in Cheongju, 110km south
of Seoul, where 16 vehicles,
including a bus, were
swamped by a flash flood
on Saturday after a river
levee collapsed. The inci-
dent fuelled questions over
South Korea's efforts to pre-
vent and respond to flood
damage.

Somedriverswhousethe
road regularly blamed the
government for failing to
banaccesstothe underpass

even though floods were

widely forecast. Yoon, just
back from an overseas trip,
on Monday convened a
disaster response meeting
and conceded the situation
was made worse because
of poor management of vul-
nerable areas.

Tens of thousands of
people were evacuated in
southern China and Viet-
nam on Monday as a
typhoonbarrelled towards
land.

The China Meteorological
Administration said
typhoon Talim made land-
fall on the coast of Guang-
dong province at around
10:20pm.

Powerful winds, storm
surges and lashing rains
were forecast to hammer
the southern coastline from
Guangdong toHainan prov-

inces on Monday night, it
said.

The forecaster hadissued
anorange alert, the second-
highest warning in a four-
tier colour-coded system.

It said the storm was
expected to lose speed by
Tuesday morning and
“weaken and dissipate over
northern Vietnam” on
Wednesday. Deluges have
pummelled central and
southern regions since
Thursday as the rainy sea-
sonthatstartedinlate June
reaches its peak. The inte-
rior ministry has also
reported nine people miss-
ing and 34 injured across
the nation.

Twelve deaths, including
three bodies found over-
night, occurred in a tunnel
in Cheongju, 110km south
of Seoul, where 16 vehicles.

Gaza's 9,000 cancer patients sufler from
medicine shortages: health official

B HT News Network

GAZA, July 18 (UNI) The
lackof medicines threatens
thelives of more than9,000
cancer patientsin the Gaza
Strip, warned a senior Pal-
estinian health official on
Monday.

"Cancer patients in the
GazaStrip sufferfromalack
of diagnosticand treatment
capabilities, with the
increasing number of can-
cer patients among the
population of the Gaza
Strip," said Subhi Skaik, the
director general of the Gaza
Cancer Center, at a press
conference.

Skaik highlighted the
highrate of tumours, citing
datafrom the World Health
Organization.Theincidence
of cancer in the Strip has
reached 91.3 per 100,000

% 00 @

residents in 2021 and is
projected to double by
2040. The current cancer
deathrate is 12.5 per cent.

Additionally, the patients
inGazalackaccesstoradio-
therapy and nuclear medi-
cine for diagnosis, said the
official.Israel's travel
restrictions furtherimpede

them from accessing life-
saving treatment in the
West Bank or East Jerusa-
lem.The health official
called on the international
communityand the author-
ities concerned tointervene
urgently to save thelives of
cancer patientsin the Strip.

Since 2007, some 2 mil-

lionPalestiniansresidingin
the coastal enclave have
beenunderIsraeli blockade
afterthelslamicResistance
Movement (Hamas) seized
control of the territory.
Skaik highlighted the high
rate oftumours, citing data
from the World Health
Organization. Theincidence
of cancer in the Strip has
reached 91.3 per 100,000
residents in 2021 and is
projected todouble by 2040.
The current cancer death
rate is 12.5 per cent.

Additionally, the patients
inGazalackaccesstoradio-
therapy and nuclear medi-
cine for diagnosis, said the
official.Israel's travel
restrictions furtherimpede
them from accessing life-
saving treatment in the
West Bank or East Jerusa-
lem.

Israel recognises Western
Sahara as Moroccan

territory

B HT News Network

RABAT: Israel has recognised Morocco’s sovereignty
overthedisputed territory of Western Saharaand is mull-
ing opening a consulate there, a statement from the
Israeli prime minister’s office said on Monday.

The announcement confirmed a statement earlier from
Morocco’s royal palace, which said Israel’s position had
been expressed in a letter to King Mohammed VI from
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.Israel was
considering opening a consulate in Dakhla, the statement
said.Morocco considers Western Saharaits own territory,
but the Algerian-backed Polisario Front wants an inde-
pendent state there. In 2020, then-US president Donald
Trump recognised Morocco’s claim to the territory in
return for Morocco’s resumption of diplomatic ties with
Israel.Thelsraeli position “will be sent to the United Nations,
regional and international organisations”, the statement
from Morocco’s royal palace quoted the letter as saying.

Twenty-eight other countries — mostly African and
Arab —have opened consulatesin Dakhla, in what Moroc-
co sees as tangible support for its Western Saharan rule.

Israel’s position on Western Sahara was “clear-cut” and
adds to the momentum in Morocco’s favour, after Wash-
ingtonand Madrid, in addition to other European capitals,
supported its plan for the territory, a senior Moroccan

government official said.

BRICS leaders to discuss
admission criteria of new
states

B HT News Network

Montevideo, July 18 (UNI) The leaders of the BRICS
countries will discuss at the summit in South Africa
the admission criteria for new participants, taking
into account the numerous requests to join the orga-
nization, Brazilian Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira told
Sputnik.

"The number of countriesinterested injoining BRICS
testifies toitsimportance on the world stage. Now we
need todiscuss and agree on the criteria for evaluating
these applications, which will be done at the summit
of the presidents [in South Africa in August]," Vieira
said.

Brazil, in particular, supports the application of its
strategic partner — Argentina, the minister added.

"But first, as I have already said, we need to develop
a roadmap for the future of the group and reach a
consensus on the criteria, taking into account the
numerous requests we receive,” the minister con-
cluded.

Illegal weapons seized in
Afghan

B HT News Network

Kabul, July 18 (UNI) The Afghan security forces have
seized a variety of arms and ammunition during a
series of operations in southwestern Nimroz province,
the General Directorate of Intelligence (GDI) said in a
statement on Tuesday.

The confiscated weapons included 107 pistols, 24
assaultrifles, and a good quantity of munitions, such
as cartridges and bullets, the statement added.

The statement did not mention if anyone had been
arrested during the operations.

The Afghan caretaker government, which vowed
to collectarms and ammunition from anyone outside
the security forces, hasdiscovered and seized thousands
of light and heavy weapons including tanks since it
took over power of Afghanistan in August 2021.

Japan, France to conduct
joint air force training from
July 26-29

B HT News Network

Tokyo, July 18 (UNI) The Japanese and French air
forces will conduct the first bilateral training from
July 26-29 aimed at improving tactical skills and
deepening defense cooperation, Japan's Air Self Defense
Force (JASDF) said on Tuesday.

"JASDF will conduct a bilateral training with the
French Air and Space Force as follows. Conduct bilat-
eral training with the French Air and Space Force (FASF)
to improve JASDF tactical skills and promote mutual
understanding, and further deepen defense coopera-
tion to realize a 'Free and Open Indo-Pacific.," the air
force said in a statement.

The training will be conducted at the Nyutabaruair
base in the Japanese southern prefecture of Miyazaki
andinthe airspace around the Kanto region, the state-
ment read.

Japan will provide seven aircraft for the military
drills, including three F-15s fighter jets, and France
will send two Dassault Rafale jets, a tanker aircraft
and one Airbus A400M Atlas cargo plane, the docu-
ment added.

Death toll from
starvation cult in Kenya
exceeds 403 people

B HT News Network

Nairobi, July 18 (UNI) The death toll from the starva-
tion cult in Kenya has reached 403 after 12 more
bodies were found in Kilifi County in the country’s
southeast.

CoastRegional Commissioner Rhoda Onyanchasaid
there were no new arrests so far,and the total number
of people arrested remains at 37, including the cult
leader Paul Mackenzie, the Citizen broadcaster report-
ed on Monday.

InApril,local mediareported four people had starved
themselves to death, as Mackenzie had preached they
would "meet Jesus" that way. Another 11 cult follow-
ers were hospitalized. Shortly after, Mackenzie was
arrested. In May, the Kenyan prosecutor's office said
he would be charged with terrorism.

Deathtollfromstarvation
cult in Kenya exceeds 403
people

B HT News Network

Nairobi, July 18 (UNI) The death toll from the starva-
tion cult in Kenya has reached 403 after 12 more
bodies were found in Kilifi County in the country’s
southeast.

CoastRegional Commissioner Rhoda Onyancha said
there were no new arrests so far,and the total number
of people arrested remains at 37, including the cult
leader Paul Mackenzie, the Citizen broadcaster report-
ed on Monday.

InApril,local mediareported four people had starved
themselves to death, as Mackenzie had preached they
would "meet Jesus" that way. Another 11 cult follow-
ers were hospitalized. Shortly after, Mackenzie was
arrested. In May, the Kenyan prosecutor's office said
he would be charged with terrorism.
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DC Bandipora reviews preparations for

Independence Day-

B HT News Network

BANDIPORA JULY 18: The Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Bandipora, Dr.
Owais Ahmed on Tuesday convened
a meeting of concerned officers to
review the preparations for celebra-
tion of I-Day, 2023.

The meeting discussed various
preparations and arrangements to
be put in place for the celebration of
Independence Day-2023.

It was given out that the main

function ofIndependence Day will be
held at SK Stadium Bandipora while
similar functions will be held at sub
divisionallevel and blocklevel as well
asatallSchools, Colleges, Government
Institutions, Panchayats etc.

Dr. Owais directed the concerned
to keep ready all the necessary
arrangements including seating
arrangements, PA system, uninter-
rupted power supply, drinking water,
Medicare facilities, cleanliness and
sanitationandotherrequired arrange-
ments.

The DC instructed concerned to
ensure that all arrangements are
made in advance for celebrations of
Independence Day.He asked the R&B
department to prepare the stage and
make preparations for flag hoisting.
Dr Owais stressed upon officers to
put in place all necessary arrange-
ments well in time for the smooth
celebrations ofIndependence Day. He
directed the concerned that the
preparations and training for contin-
gents should be started as soon as
possible.The DC strictly directed all

2023 celebrations

the sectoral and district officers for
flaghoisting at their respective offic-
es, besides illuminating their offices
and buildings. He also directed for
the illumination ofmajor bridges
across the district.The meeting was
attended by Nodal Officer Coordina-
tion Bandipora Mohammad Ashraf
Hakak, Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Bandipora Umar Shafi Pandit,
CO CRPF 3rd Battalion, ACR Bandi-
pora, JD Planning Bandipora, DySP
DAR, DySP HQ Bandipora and other
concerned officers from Police.

DC Kulgam visits Imam Bara at Shahoo Sachan;

B Farooq Rather

KULGAM, JULY 18: The
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Kulgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-
DinBhattoday visited Imam
BaraatShahooSachanarea
ofthedistricttooversee the
arrangements put in place
for ensuing Muharram-ul-
Haram by various depart-
ments.

During his visit, the DC
took detailed stock of
arrangements put in place
by various departments to
facilitate the people during
the days of Muharram-ul-
Haram.

He instructed the con-
cerned officerstosynergize
efforts to ensure smooth
conduct of Muharram-ul-
Haram and extend all req-
uisite facilities to the devo-
tees.

The Department of PHE
and PDD were asked to
ensure adequate waterand
electricity supply with fool-
proof standby arrange-
ments.

The concerned officers
were directed by the DCto
install streetlightsonroads
leading to Imam baras and
to provide requisite facili-
ties to the people through-
out the Muharram days.

takes stock of Muharram arrangements

He also interacted with
the people and representa-
tives of the Shia commu-
nity and listened to their
issues and demands.

ADC Vigar Ahmed Giri,
ACR Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz,
ACD Mohammad Imran,
CMO, Tehsildar Devsarand
Pahloo, AEEs of PHE and
PDD, and other officials
accompanied the DCduring
the visit. The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, Dr.
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat
today visited Imam Bara at
Shahoo Sachan area of the
district to oversee the
arrangements put in place
for ensuing Muharram-ul-

Haram by various depart-
ments.

During his visit, the DC
took detailed stock of
arrangements put in place
by various departments to
facilitate the people during
the days of Muharram-ul-
Haram.He instructed the
concerned officers to syn-
ergize efforts to ensure
smooth conduct of
Muharram-ul-Haram and
extend allrequisite facilities
tothe devotees.The Depart-
ment of PHE and PDD were
asked to ensure adequate
water and electricity supply
with foolproof standby
arrangements.

DLSA Gbl organizes
Legal Awareness
programme on NALSA
Schemes

B HT News Network

GANDERBAL, JULY 18: The District Legal Services
Authority, (DLSA) Ganderbal, today organised a legal
awareness programme on “NALSA Schemes, Concept
of Free Legal Aid and Social Security Schemes”, at Gov-
ernment Girls Higher Secondary School, Tullamulla,
Ganderbal, under the auspices of J&K Legal Services
Authority and as per the calendar of activities for the
month of July, 2023.

The programme was held under the supervision of
Chairman DLSA Ganderbal, Ritesh Kumar Dubey.

The objective of the programme was to provide
knowledge and understanding of the NALSA schemes,
free legal aid, and social security schemes provided by
the government.Adv. Asif Mustafa, Assistant Legal Aid
Defense Counsel, of DLSA Ganderbal threw light on the
various NALSA schemes to ensure the availability of
justice to all, regardless of their socio-economic back-
ground.He also emphasized the significance of social
security schemesintroduced by the governmentto help
the vulnerable sectors of society, such as senior citizens,
women, children, and persons with disabilities. He
further highlighted how these schemes act as a safety
net, ensuring basic welfare and financial assistance for
those in need.Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Social activist also
spoke on the occasion and highlighted the role of DLSA
Ganderbal and the importance of providing free legal
aid to the marginalized sections of the society in build-
ing a just and cohesive society.

DC Budgam chairs District Cooperative
Development Committee meetlng

m  SurkhabZehra

BUDGAM, JULY 17: The Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Budgam, Akshay
Labroo today chaired district level
District Cooperative Development
Committee meeting at Conference
Hall here.

Stressing on the strengthening of
the Cooperative movementat ground
level, the DC directed on formation
of FPOs in the district.

While FPOs already existin 7 blocks
of the district, instructions were
given to the concerned agency to
write about formation of the same in
otherblocks to the concerned central
agency and ground work including
mobilisation and registration for it
be initiated simultaneously in all
blocks.

The DCemphasised on timely adop-
tion of model bylaws by all primary
agriculture credit societies (PACS) to
make them economic generation
resources. He also directed for time-
ly updating of data on the National
Cooperative Database under phase
-Iand phase Il in the district.

Instructions were given to all line
departments to work in complete
synergy for smooth convergence of
PACS with schemes including PM-

Kusum besides identification PACS
for setting up of Jan Aushadhi Kend-
rasatallrequired spotsinthe district.

During the meeting, Deputy Reg-
istrar Cooperative Budgam, Abida
Nabi presented an overview of the
present status of cooperative societ-
iesinthedistrictbesidesdeliberating
uponthe workbeing donetostrength-
enthe Cooperative movementacross
the district.

The DC directed the officers to
ensure CSC registration of all the 54
PACS of District Budgam be com-
pleted by next week.

He also directed the Cooperative

Departmenttoensure higherregistra-
tion of FPOs during the current finan-
cial year.

DCalso reviewed the operation of
Super Bazar, registrationon GeM, and
forming and revival of Cooperative
societies.

Among others, the meeting was
attended by the Additional District
Development Commissioner, Dr
Akramullah Tak; JD Planning, ACR,
Chief Agricultural Officer, Chief Hor-
ticulture Officer, Chief Animal Hus-
bandry Officer, LDM, DDM NABARD,
District Head KVK, representatives
of Cooperative Bank, JKMPCL.

DC Shopian emphasizes upon strengthening
Cooperative movement in the district

B HT News Network

SHOPIAN, JULY 18: The
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Shopian, Faz Lul Haseeb
today presided over the Dis-
trict Cooperative Develop-
ment Committee meeting
at Mini-Secretariat here to
discuss measures for devel-
opment of the cooperative

sectorinthedistrict.Deputy
Registrar Cooperatives,
Muzaffar Ahmad gave an

marketing societies, apex
societies and societies in

directed the concerned offi-
cialstomake effortstorevive

B HT News Network

SHOPIAN, JULY 18: Labour Department
Shopian today organized an awareness
programme for building and other con-
struction workers at the Employment
Office, Shopian.The event was aimed to
educate participantsabout the registration/
renewal process and welfare schemes
provided by the Jammu and Kashmir Build-
ingand Other Construction Workers Wel-
fare Board (JKBOCWWB).

Assistant Labour Commissioner (ALC)

Labour Deptt Shopian organises
Awareness programme for Building &

Other Construction Workers

cioustime.He enlightened the participants
about the welfare schemes of [KBOCWWAB,
both presently active and those planned
to be implemented in the next financial

overview of the present sta-
tus of cooperative societies
in the district and efforts
taken by the department to
revive and strengthen the
societies.It was given that
there are 158 registered
cooperative societies in the
district whichinclude PACS,
Dairy & Fisheries societies,
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otheragriand non-agrisec-
torsand effortsare ontogive
them required support for
their upliftment and fillip.
The DC urged the coop-
erative department to pre-
pareaholistic development
plan for the societies in the
districtand focusonincreas-
ingmembership.He further

the handloom and handi-
craft societies for strength-
ening cooperative move-
mentinthedistrict.He urged
for assessing the financial/
credit requirement of the
PACS and exploring the
options of mobilising the
financial support fromapex
institutions like NCDC.

Shopian, Peer Zameer Ahmed addressed
the participants, and provided detailed
information about the registration process.
He also explained the welfare schemes
currently run by the JKBOCWWB for the
welfare of the construction workers.
ALCalsoinformed that 11000 construc-
tion workers are active in the district till
date and stressed for online registration
instead of visiting offices to save their pre-

year.Onthe occasion, Dr. Nida Yousuf, ALC,
JKBOCWWB, apprised the participants
about several upcoming enhancements to
the welfare schemes, includinganincrease
in the rate of scholarships for various
classes.She also apprised them about the
special scholarship of Rs. 50,000 for the
wards of registered BOC workers who
secure 90% and above marks in 10th and
12th class.

JKEDI's Startup Leadership
Summit 2023 propels 5 J&K
Startups towards funding

B HT News Network
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SRINAGAR, JULY 18: The Startup Leadership Summit
organized by the Jammu and Kashmir Entrepreneurship
Development Institute (JKEDI) has brought forth oppor-
tunities for the region's startup ecosystem in the shape
of selection of 5 promising startups for funding, 2 startups
for scale-up support and the enrollment of 12 startups
into The India Network's Accelerator Program.

The two-day event which served as a platform for col-
laboration, knowledge sharing, and entrepreneurial
growth was attended by visionary entrepreneurs, indus-
try experts and investors.

During the summit, the selected startups were recog-
nized for their exceptional potential and disruptive ideas
across various sectors.

Through a rigorous pitching process, these excep-
tional startups stood out by presenting their compelling
business plans and forward-thinking vision. These start-
ups have been handpicked based on their innovation,
potential for growth, and commitment to making a sig-
nificant impact in their respective industries.

The program will provide the selected startups with
unparalleled support,guidance and resources to fuel their
entrepreneurial aspirations. By nurturing theiringenuity,
offering mentorship fromindustry stalwarts, facilitating
access to funding opportunities, and creating a vibrant
ecosystem, the program aims toempower these startups
to flourish and succeed in their ventures.

Director JKEDI, Ajaz Ahmad Bhat presided over the
proceedings. He expressed deep admiration for the
remarkable talent pool of startups and aspiring entrepre-
neurs who gathered at the Startup Leadership Summit,
recognizing their exceptional potential and unwavering
dedication to innovation and entrepreneurship.

“Their vision, passion, and commitment to making a
difference in their industries are truly commendable.
Through this platform, we aim to empower them with
the necessary tools and knowledge to thrive and succeed
asentrepreneurs. Under the visionaryleadership of Hon'ble
Lt. Governor, the J&K Government has become a strong
catalyst for the growth of startups and the empowerment
of entrepreneurs. We are steadfast in our commitment
to continually enhance this supportive ecosystem, foster-
ing innovation and driving entrepreneurial success in
J&K.” he said.

DC initiates installation of

600 Street Lights project for
Budgam Town, drainage project
at Humhama

B HT News Network

BUDGAM, JULY 18: The Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Budgam, Akshay Labroo today initiated the installation
of 600 street lights mega project for Budgam town at Old
Bus Stand Budgam.He said that the installation would
enhance the lighting system and illumination of main
town Budgam.The DC said that the street lights project
was approved under the KLC funds utilization, after a
need was felt regarding proper street lighting facilities
in the main town.Later, DC also initiated the drainage
construction projectat Humhama Chowk under Humah-
ma- Mirgund integrated road project.

PUBLICNOTICE

I have lost my 8Th pass marks card .Now i am applying for its
duplicate if anybody have any objection in this regard He/She
may contact Concerned authorities within seven days from
the publication of this notice after that no objection will be
entertained.

FAISAL SHAFI BHAT
S/O MOHD SHAFI BHAT

R/O DOLIPORA KAWACHECK
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How does it matter if my fasting blood sugaris
120 mg/dL and post meal, a little short of 200
mg/dL? What’s there to worry about?

Dr. Ambrish Mithal

One of the most interesting
aspectsaboutbeingadoc-
tor is the wide variety of people
one meets every day. It enables
us to observe how the same con-
dition can elicit divergent
responses from different people.
This weekIsaw two patients who
hadjustbeendetectedtobe “pre-
diabetic” while undergoing a
routine health check-up. Patient
1wasa25-year-old manworking
in Gurgaon in a large firm. His
reaction? “It’s prediabetes, not
diabetes. It’s just some jargon that
doctors make up. I don’t believe
thereisanything wrong with me
and came to you because it was
part of my corporate package.”
Patient 2, a jittery, 35-year-old
woman said, “I am doomed.
Everyone in my family has dia-
betes.Idon’t wantto getdiabetes,
doctor, please dosomething about
it.”

So, who was right in their
approach? Let usfirst understand
what prediabetes is. This means
that your blood sugar is higher
than usual but not high enough
foryou tobe diagnosed with Type
2 diabetes. Prediabetes is also
sometimes called borderline dia-
betes that most people tend to
take casually.

The diagnosis of
prediabetes is made by
blood tests.

1. Fasting blood glucose 100 -
125 mg/dl (impaired fasting glu-
cose, IFG)

2. Two hours after taking
75-gram glucose dissolved in
water — blood glucose value
between 140 and 199 mg/dl
(impaired glucose tolerance, IGT)

3. HbA1lc value between 5.7 to
6.4 per cent.

The global number of people
with prediabetes probably
exceeds a billion. With regard to
India, therecently released ICMR
- INDIAB study showed an over-
all prevalence of prediabetes of
15.3 per cent, while that of dia-
beteswas 11.4 per cent. Thisindi-
cates that more than 130 million
peopleinIndia have prediabetes.

Why should we worry about
it?

Prediabetes putsyouatagreat-
er risk of developing diabetes. A

recent analysis showed that the
yearly progression rate to diabe-

)

tesinindividuals with prediabe-
tesis3.5-7.0 per centvs 2 per cent/
year in those with normal blood
sugar values. It is important to

isolated rise in fasting glucose.
Similarly, within the prediabetes
zone, the level of HbAlc deter-
mines the risk for diabetes, with

betes.Ina 10 year follow-up study
from the Chennai-based CURES
study, almost 20 per cent of those
with normal baseline glucose

-

Many patients consider prediabetes as still a safe zone.
Prediabetes can be interpreted as “prevent diabetes.” With
lifestyle measures like diet and exercise, you can lose excess
body weight and reverse prediabetes to normal, or at least
slow down conversion to diabetes. So look at prediabetes as
a window of opportunity, says Dr Ambrish Mithal, Chairman
of Endocrinology and Diabetes, Max Healthcare

~

realise that all forms of predia-
betes are not the same. If both
fasting and post-glucose levels
are high (combination ofimpaired
fasting glucose and impaired glu-
cose tolerance), the risk is the
highest. This is followed by
impaired glucose tolerance, with
thelowestriskbeinginthose with

the five-year risk being 50 per
cent if the HbA1c is >6 per cent
and 25 per cent if it is between
5.7 and 6 per cent.

The lifetime risk of developing
diabetes if you have prediabetes
is 70 per cent or greater. Indians
may have higher and faster con-
version from prediabetes to dia-

levels converted to diabetes,
whereas close to 60 per cent of
those with prediabetes convert-
ed to diabetes.

Therisks of prediabetes are not
limited to the development of
diabetes. Recent data suggests
that prediabetes may increase
the risk of vascular disease —

heart attack and stroke — by 20
per cent. Some studies suggest
thatmicrovascular complications
like neuropathy and retinopathy
may also start increasing in the
prediabetes stage.

Is diabetes inevitable if you
have prediabetes?

The answer is NO. Prediabetes
can also be interpreted as “pre-
vent diabetes.” It comes down to
your choice. With lifestyle mea-
sures like diet and exercise, you
can lose excess body weight and
reverse prediabetes to normal, or
atleastremaininthe prediabetes
range for a prolonged period of
time without converting to dia-
betes.Ifyouchoose toignore and
look the other way, you can go
down the steep slope of diabetes
and attendant complications.

Prediabetes truly offers a win-
dow of opportunity. Intervention
at this stage can reduce the risk
of notjust conversion to diabetes,
but also vascular complications.
Intensive lifestyle interventions
were able to reduce the risk of
developing diabetes by 29 to 67
per centindifferent populations.
As a rule of the thumb, up to 50
per cent cases of Type 2 diabetes
can be prevented or delayed if
interventionis introduced at the
right time.

Who should get tested for
prediabetes?

Since prediabetes produces no
symptoms, testingis the only way
to diagnose the condition. Oth-
erwiseit can easily remain under
the radar without being diag-
nosed.InIndia, everybody should
test their blood sugar annually
starting at the age of 25. Others
who should test early and regu-
larly are those who are over-
weight, sedentary or have a first
degree relative with diabetes.
Overweight children with afam-
ily history should be first tested
during puberty itself. Women
with a history of diabetes during
pregnancy, large sized babies, or
polycystic ovarian disease are
particularly at risk.

What can you do
if diagnosed with

prediabetes?

In case lifestyle measures fail
to stop the progress of prediabe-
tes over three to six months, oral
medication like Metformin or
Acarbose can be used.

NEWS

kincare Tips: Follow

These Tips To
Manage Psoriasis During
Summer

b,

e

Psoriasis is a chronic autoimmune skin condition
that causes the rapid buildup of skin cells. It results
in patches of thick, red, scaly skin that can be itchy
and painful. The condition can occur anywhere on
the body but is most common on the scalp, elbows,

knees, and lower back.

1. Stay hydrated

Drinking an adequate amount of water is vital to
keep your skin hydrated during the summer months.
Dehydration can worsen psoriasis symptoms, lead-
ing to dryness, flakiness, and itchiness. Ensure that
you consume at least eight to ten glasses of water
per day to prevent dehydration.

2. Be sun-safe

Psoriasis flare-ups can be triggered by exposure
to sunlight. Therefore, individuals living with pso-
riasis should take extra care to protect their skin
during the summer months. Wear protective cloth-
ing, such as long-sleeved shirts, hats, and sun-
glasses, whenever possible,and use sunscreen with

an SPF of at least 30.

3. Use moisturisers

Apply moisturisers frequently to keep your skin
soft and supple, which can prevent psoriasis flares.
Look for products made specifically for sensitive
skin that are free of irritating ingredients.

4. Avoid triggers

Certain things can trigger psoriasis flare-ups, such
asalcohol, smoking, and stress. Avoid these triggers
as much as possible and seek professional help to

manage your stress levels.

5. Maintain a healthy diet

While there's no specific diet for psoriasis, eating
healthy can help boost your immune system and
reduce inflammation. Incorporate leafy greens,
fruits, and lean protein into your diet, and avoid
processed and sugary foods.

6. Shower regularly

Regular showers can help keep your skin clean
and prevent psoriasis flares. Use mild, fragrance-free
soaps and avoid scrubbing too hard, which can

damage your skin.

7. Keep your home cool

High temperatures and humidity can trigger
psoriasis flares. Use fans or air-conditioners to keep

your home cool and dry.

8. Seek professional help

If your symptoms become severe, seek profes-
sional help from your dermatologist or doctor.

Why drinking water from a copper bottle
every day may not always be healthy

rinking water from copper
Dwater may seem like the
new thing in the wellness
world, but it’s a practice that has
transcended generations. With its
anti-bacterial properties, copper is
said to act as a natural purifier for
water and adds many health benefits
to this basic necessity of life. Copper
vessels and copper bottles have
become common these days, but did
you know drinking too much copper
water can also be harmful for you?

Health Shots consulted Dr Veenu
Gupta, Senior Consultant, Depart-
ment of Internal Medicine, Amrita
Hospital, Faridabad, to weigh in on
the side effects of drinking excessive
copper water.

Dr Gupta says that copper water
boosts haemoglobin count, regulates
hypertension, fights infections,
soothesjoints, strengthens bonesand
maintains heart health. Butdrinking
too much copper water can do more
harm than good.

Torque - Copper Water Bottle with
Ayurvedic Health Benefits (1 Liter x
1) | 100% Pure Copper Vessel with
Leak Proof Cap | Office Bottle, Gym
Bottle, Yoga Bottle, Hiking, Trekking,
Travel Bottle

Torque - Copper Water Bottle with
Ayurvedic Health Benefits (1 Liter X
1) | 100% Pure Copper Vessel with
Leak Proof Cap | Office Bottle, Gym
Bottle, Yoga Bottle, Hiking, Trekking,
Travel Bottle
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MILTON Copper Charge 1000 Water
Bottle,930ml, 1 Piece, Copper | Leak
Proof | Office Bottle | Gym Bottle |
YogaBottle | Home | Kitchen | Hiking
| Treking Bottle | Travel Bottle

KC Pure Copper Designer Water
Bottle with Advanced Leak Proof
Protection and Joint Less, Ayurveda
and Yoga Health Benefits. (1000ml,
1Unit) With Lacqure Coating (Pack
of 1)

KC Pure Copper Designer Water
Bottle with Advanced Leak Proof
Protection and Joint Less, Ayurveda
and Yoga Health Benefits. (1000ml,
1Unit) With Lacqure Coating (Pack
of

Here are some of the side effects
of drinking water froma copper uten-
sil.

1. Copper poisoning

Copperisanessential mineral that
our body needs, but excessive copper
water canresultin copper poisoning.
You might end up with nausea,

abdominal pain, diarrhea, and in
extreme cases, it can even damage
your liver, says the expert.

2. Digestive issues

Drinking water that is stored in
copper bottlesor containers foralong
period can cause copperionstoleach
into the water. This might cause diges-
tiveissueslike gas, diarrhea or stom-
ach camps, if it does not suit you.

3. Metal reactions

There are chances of copperreact-
ing with other metals or minerals in
the water. It leads to the production
of compounds that can be poten-
tially hazardous. For example, copper
can combine with iron to form free
radicals. This may harm cells and
contribute to oxidative stress.

4. Allergic reactions

Some people are allergic to copper.
Insuch cases, drinking copper water
can cause skin rashes or irritation.

drinking water from copper bottle

Drinking from copper water bottle
can lead to allergic reactions. Image
courtesy: Shutterstock

5. Contamination risks

If copper bottles are not properly
cleaned or maintained, it will allow
bacteria or molds to accumulate.
Drinking polluted water can lead to
gastrointestinal illnesses, says Dr
Gupta.

lackmenareata While gender and race
higher risk of areboth predictors of sur-
deathfrommel- vival in people diagnosed

anoma than
otherracial groups,accord-
ing to a study published
Tuesday in the Journal of
the American Academy of
Dermatology (JAAD).

Across 205,125 cases of
male patients diagnosed
with cutaneous invasive
melanoma from 2004 to
2018 tracked by the Nation-
al Cancer Database, the
five-year survivalrate was
the lowest for Black men at
51.7%. The rate of survival
was the highest for white
men, at 75.1%, compared to
the other racial groups in
the study.

White men are more
likely to get melanoma,
according to the CDC, the
study found that Black
people have a 26% higher
risk of death from mela-
noma than the white pop-
ulation.

Cutaneous melanoma
— a form of cancer that
beginsin pigment-produc-
ing cells — is the most
aggressive and fatal form
of skin cancer,according to
the National Library of
Medicine.

with cutaneous melanoma,
lessis known abouttherole

race plays specifically
among men; that is what
the study explored.
Although it is not clear
what factors contribute to
anincreased mortality risk
for Black men with mela-
noma, the study found that
Black men were less likely
to have private insurance,
and men more broadly
were less likely to seek
medical care than women,
which can result in men
being diagnosed at a later
stage, according to Ashley
Wysong, chair of the
department of dermatol-

ogy at the University of
Nebraska Medical Center
and a co-author of the
study.

“Even after accounting

forlater stages at diagnosis,
men still have worse over-
all survival rates than
women with melanoma,
so we suspect that there
are some unmeasured
social, genetic, tumor-
specific and potentially
biological factors at play,
such as hormones and the
way the immune system
responds to melanoma
tumors,” Wysong said.
Melanoma patients with
darker skin often mistake
their cancer for other skin
conditions, which “canalso
delay care and definitive

Black men are at an increased
risk for melanoma, study finds

treatment,” she added.

Racial disparities have
put Black patients at a dis-
advantage for years, with
racial biasasamajor factor.
A 2019 study published in
Science found evidence
that racial bias in an algo-
rithm used by health care
providers affects the
amount of money spenton
Black patients and also
labels Black patients as
healthier than white
patients who are equally
as sick.

JAAD’s study also found
that melanoma-related
disparitiesalso existamong
Blackwomen, who had the
highest percentage of
tumors in the lower-
extremity, which include
legs, ankles and feet.

Wysong recommends
that people go to a board-
certified dermatologist if
they notice any lesions on
the skin that are new,
bleeding or not healing.

“We hope our research
can lay the foundation for
future studies to determine
why there’s such a gap in
survivalrates,and to make
headway to reduce these
survivalrate gaps,” she said.
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Inter-District Cricket
Tournament for officials of YSS
Held At Islamia College Srinagar

SRINAGAR,JUL18:The Depart-
ment of Youth Services & Sports
Kashmir Division conducted Inter-
District Departmental Cricket
Tournament at different venues
in order to channelize & refresh
thetalent of the officials and pro-
vide them a better environment
and chance to interact with each
other through sports activities.
The tournament is meant for offi-
cials which will really boost and
help them in implementing the
latesttechniques/rulesamongthe
students while preparing them
for basic level tournaments in a
healthy way. Today a Quarter final
of this tournament was played
between District Srinagar V/S
District Baramulla atIslamia Col-
lege Ground Hawal. On the open-
ing ceremony of the match the
DYSSO Srinagar has emphasized
to all the teachers/officials to
strengthen the department at

grass root level and play a piv-
otal position in the institutions
and take the department to the
next higher levels. He also
applauded the efforts of the Joint
Director Kashmir on taking such
initiatives in the department
which will really encourage the
moral of the officials who are part
of this tournament. In the begin-
ning of the match District Srinagar
won the toss and choose the bat
first While bating they set a tar-
get of 192 runs in 20 over’s. Adil
MushtaqREKremains the highest
scorer with 49 runs while as Bilal
Shamus PEM secured 45 runs. In
reply of that District Baramulla
collapsedat150runsalloutin 17.04
over’s. Adil Sofi REK from District
Srinagar remain the highest wick-
et taker with 03 wickets. Now the
District Srinagar will combat with
District BandiporainSemifinalsat
Bandipora on 20-07-2023.

Cummins

backs 'good signs'
from Warner as
Australia look to
avoid Ashes
decider

LONDON: Pat Cummins expects David
Warner to retain his place at the top of the
order at Old Trafford as Australia look for
the victory that will secure the Ashes and
avoid the series from going to a decider.

Warner's position has come under scru-
tiny after his double failure against Stuart
Broad at Headingley - making it 17 times he
has fallen to Broad - with Australia needing
towork out ifthere is a way of getting Cam-
eron Green back into the XI.

Since 2021, Warner has averaged 28.17 in
23Tests,and thatincludes hisdouble hundred
against South Africa during the Boxing Day
Test at the MCG last year. In a clear sign that
he remained in Australia's plans, he was part

of the slip cordon during practice on Monday
and Cummins, although saying the selectors
had notyet met,endorsed Warner's contribu-
tions in the series where he has put on open-
ing stands of 61, 73 and 63 with Usman Kha-
waja. "We'll chat about it, but [ imagine it will
stay the same,” Cummins said of the opening
pairing. "I think [Warner] has been going
really well. I thought at Lord's, he was really
impressive. Last week, like many of us, he
probably didn't contributeasmuchashewould
have liked with the bat.

"He's been out there over the last couple
of days putting in a lot of work, but I think
this tour he has shown a lot of good signs
and hasn't quite kicked on to make that big
score. Some of those innings he's played
under really tough circumstances has made
it easy for [Steven] Smith to come in and
scoreruns, or the like." If, as expected, War-
nerisretained, the only other way for Green
toreturnwould appear tobe in place of Todd
Murphy leaving Australia with an all-pace
attack supplemented by Travis Head, who
did have an extensive bowl in the nets on
Monday. Murphy was lightly used at Head-
ingley and Cummins appeared to hedge his
bets slightly on what the decision could be.

One byproduct of the aggressive way Eng-
land play is that their innings last fewer overs
(they have batted more than 80 just once so
farin the series, and that was by nine balls in

the second innings at Lord's) so there is less
opportunity for a spinner to make animpact,
particularly if conditions favour the quicks,
although there's no doubt thatif Nathan Lyon
was fit, he would be locked in the side.

"Every situation is different,” Cummins
said. "We've played games with one quick;
we've played some games with heaps of
quicks. It's all really conditions based. As |
said last week about Toddy, I would have
loved tobowl him a bit more but there wasn't
aheapofoversinthe game, the ball seemed
to swing and seam a little bit, so that's cer-
tainly something to weigh up this week."

Selectionissues aside, Australiaare enter-
ingatwo-week period that will define how
this tour - and this team - are remembered.
If they can win at Old Trafford, the job will
be complete before The Oval with a first
series win in England since 2001. Fail from
2-0up and the missed opportunity of 2019
will pale by comparison.

So much of Australia's planning for this
tour hasbeenbased around themsstillbeing
able to peak towards the end of the trip if
needed, whichis how things are playing out
after they slipped up at Headingley.

The squad only came back together in
Manchester on Sunday as most players took
the best part of a week off. Some have ques-
tioned if that has been the best use of time
with the series on a knife-edge.
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