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PM Modi inaugurates first
Global Buddhist Summit

in New Delhi

B HT News Network

NEW DELHI, APR 20: The
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi
addressed theinaugural session
of the Global Buddhist Summit
at Hotel Ashok in New Delhi
today. The Prime Minister
walked through the photo exhi-
bition and offered flowers to the
Buddha statue. He also offered
monk robes (Chivar Dana) to
nineteen eminent monks.

Addressingthe gathering, the
PM welcomed everyone from
different corners of the world to
the inaugural session of the
Global Buddhist Summit. He
underlined that ‘Atithi Devo
Bhava'i.e. guests are equivalent
to God, is a tradition of this land
of Buddha and the presence of

so many personalities who ‘
Turn.....PM Modi inaugurates.....Pg 02

B MSNazki

POONCH, APR20:Five soldiers
were killed and another injured
in a militant attack in Poonch
district, army said on Thursday.

“Today, atapproximately 1500
hours,one Army vehicle, moving
betweenBhimber Galiand Poonch
in the Rajauri sector was fired on
by unidentified (militants), taking
advantage of heavyrains and low
visibility in the area. The vehicle
caught fire, due to likely use of
grenades by (militants),” army
said in a statement to HT

“Five personnel of the Rash-
triya Rifles Unit deployed for
Counter Terrorist operations, in
thisarea, have unfortunately lost
theirlivesin the incident,” it said,
adding, “Another seriously injured
soldier was evacuated immedi-

5 Soldiers Killed,
Another Injured In Militant
Attack In Poonch Army

[ el

ately to the Army Hospital at
Rajouri and is under treatment.”

Operations are in progress to
locate the perpetrators, thearmy

said. “Further details are being
ascertained.”
Soon after the incident, army
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‘People should be
aware of fire safety

measures’

BUDGAM, APR 20: People should be
aware of fire safety measuresand follow
those in letter and spirit to control situ-
ationsduringfireincidents, said Towseef
Hussain, Assistant Director of Fire and
Emergency Services Budgam.

Talking to the news agency—Kash-
mir News Observer (KNO)on the side-
lines of an event marking the culmina-

tion of the Fire Service Week here, the
Turn....'People should be.....Pg 02

Mudslidein
Ganderbal closes
Sgr-Leh highway

GANDERBAL, APR 20: A mudslide
in the Rezan area of Gund in Central
Kashmir's Ganderbal districton Thurs-
day led to the closure of the Srinagar-
Leh highway.

The incident occurred at approxi-
mately 4 am, prompting the rescue
workers to quickly respond to the
situation.

An official told the news agency—

Kashmir News Observer (KNO) that
Turn.....Mudslide in Ganderbal.....Pg 02

Tulip Gardento be
closed for public

fromtoday

SRINAGAR, APR 20: Tulip Garden
in Srinagar, which is one of the major
tourist attractions in Kashmir, will be
closed for general public from tomor-
row. An official told the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO)thatas
the Tulip bloom is almost over, the
garden will be closed from tomorrow.

The garden, which is located at the
Turn....Tulip Garden to be.....Pg 02

Avalanche
warning issued to 8
districts in J&K

SRINAGAR, APR 20: The authorities
onThursday issued avalanche warm-
ing to 8 districts of Jammu and Kash-
mir amid inclement weather condi-
tions. According to a communique, a
copy of which lies with the news
agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), Jammu and Kashmir Disaster

Management Authority said
Turn.....Avalanche warning.....Pg 02

Kathua School .

HT News Network

India Attaches Special
Importance To SCO:

Amit Shah

B HT News Network

NEW DELHI, APR 20: India attaches special
importance to the Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization (SCO)in promoting dialogue on multi-
dimensional political, security and economic
subjects, Union Home Minister Amit Shah said
on Thursday.

He said this while chairing a meeting of Heads
of Departments of SCO member states respon-
sible for Prevention and Elimination of Emer-
gency Situations in New Delhi.

He said India’s priority as the chair of the SCO
is to take forward the SECURE theme articu-
lated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the

Gets Facelift
AfterClass 3
Student’s Video
Appeal To PM
Goes Viral

KATHUA/JAMMU, APR 20: Days after
a(Class 3 student urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in a video message to
ensure basic facilities at her school in
Kathuadistrict,the ammuand Kashmir
administration has started work to give
it a facelift.

SeeratNaaz'sappealinavideotothe
prime minister last week, which was
shared widely on social media, prompt-
edDirectorof School Education, Jammu,
Ravi Shankar Sharma to visit the gov-

ernment school in the remote Lohai-

Malhar block.
“Assalam Alaikum Modiji. Kaise ho
Turn.....Kathua School.....Pg 02

Qingdao Summit of the grouping in 2018.

SECURE stands S - Security, E - Economic
Cooperation, C — Connectivity, U — Unity, R -
Respect For Sovereignty and Integrity and E
- Environment Protection.

Under the leadership of Modi, India attaches
special importance to the SCO in promoting
dialogue on the subjectrelating to multi-dimen-
sional political, security and economic

Turn.....India Attaches.....Pg 02

ECl revises schedule of
J&K’s voter revision

Exercise to culminate on May 27
B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 20: The Election Commission of
India has revised the schedule of special summary
revision of electoral rolls in Jammu & Kashmir.

The poll-body, inaletter sent to Jammu & Kashmir
chief electoral officer, has approved the proposal
sent by him for modifying the schedule of voter
revision.

The exercise, which otherwise would have con-
cluded on May 10, would now culminate on May 27.

As per revised schedule, a copy of which is in
Turn.....ECl revises schedule.....Pg 02

4]JKAS Oft

icer Shifted, Another

Gets Additional Charge

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 20: The government
on Thursday ordered transfer of four
JKAS officers in the interest of admin-
istration with immediate effect.

According to an order issued here, a
copy of whichlies with GNS, Ms. Sumera
Shamim, JKAS:2004, Deputy Commis-
sioner, State Taxes (Stamps), Srinagar,
hasbeen transferred and posted as Joint
Director, Industries and Commerce
(Development), Kashmir, against an
available vacancy.

TRANSFERS

AND POSTINGS J

Ms. Dilshada Akhter, JKAS:2007,
Deputy Director, Tribal Affairs, Kashmir,
has been transferred and posted as

General Manager, DIC, Anantnag,
Turn.....4 JKAS Officer.....Pg 02

B HT News Network

Fitrwith manyblaminginflation
for hitting Eid budget.
Shopkeepers from several mar-
kets told the news agency—Kash-
mir News Observer (KNO) that

they were expecting a good
Turn.....Increasing Inflation.....Pg 02

Increasing Inflation Hits
Eid Budget In Kashmir

Markets witness low footfall of shoppers

Traders say sales dip by

SRINAGAR, APR 20: Markets 50% due to incessant
in Kashmir witnessed thin foot- . .
fall of shoppers ahead of Eid-ul- rain before Eid

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 20:

drenched valley plains for the third
Turn.....Traders say.....Pg 02

HC quashes detention
of Journalist Fahad Shah

B HT News Network

JAMMU, APR 20: The High Court on Thursday
quashed the detention of a journalist Fahad Shah
and directed the authorities to release him forth-
with. Justice Wasim Sadiq Nargal has said that
Fahad should be “set at liberty forthwith if not
required in any other case.”

“In the present case, the procedural

Turn.....HC quashes detention.....Pg 02

Threedrug
peddlers arrested
in Kashmir

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR20: Jammu and Kash-
mir police on Thursday claimed to have
arrested three drug peddlers in Hand-
wara & Budgam and recovered contra-
band substances from their possession.

In Handwara, a police party of Police
Post Zachaldara at a checkpoint estab-
lished at Sultanpora crossing intercept-
ed 02 suspicious persons who tried to
flee from the spot on seeing the police
party but were apprehended tactfully, a
police spokesman said in a statement
issued to the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO).

Duringsearch, 45 grams of Charaslike
substance was recovered from their
possession. They have beenidentified as
Farooq Ahmad Dar @Jungle son of Mohd
Sultan resident of Lachipora and Bilal
Ahmad Khan son of Mohammad Anwar
Khan resident of Wadipora. They have
been shifted to police station where they
remain in custody, police said.

In Budgam, a police party of Police
Station Chadoora at a checkpoint estab-
lished at Nowpora Chadoora, intercept-

ed a suspicious person carrying a
Turn....Three drug peddlers.....Pg 02

Rains

SRINAGAR, APR 20: In order to take stock
of developmental works being carried out in
view of hosting G-20 at Srinagar and prepara-
tions for Eid-ul-Fitr, the Chief Secretary, DrArun
Kumar Mehta today conducted an extensive
tour of the Srinagar city to make on spot
appraisal of ongoing developmental works.

The Chief Secretary was accompanied by
Divisional Commissioner Kashmir; Deputy
Commissioner Srinagar; Commissioner

G-20 Summit

CS conducts city tour; Directs for

accelerating pace of work to meet deadlines

Also takes stock of arrangements for Eid-ul-Fitr

B HT News Network

\

Turn.....CS conducts city.....Pg 02
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PM Modi.....

have lived through Buddha’s ideals makes us
feel the experience of Buddha being present
himself around us. “Buddha is beyond the indi-
vidual,itisaperception”,the Prime Minister said.
ThePrime Ministersaid thatBuddhaisasensation
that transcends the individual, he is a thought
that transcends form and Buddha s a conscious-
ness beyond manifestation. “This Buddha con-
sciousnessiseternal”,hesaid. He said the presence
of so many people from diverse areas represents
the expansion of Buddha that binds humanity in
a single thread. He also underlined the strength
of the collective will and resolution of crores of
followers of Lord Buddha globally to make for the
welfare of the world. Noting the occasion, the
Prime Minister expressed confidence that the
inaugural Global Buddhist Summitwill createan
effective platform for the effortsofall nationsand
thanked the Ministry of Culture and Interna-
tional Buddhist Confederation for this momentous
event.

Noting that the Global Buddhist Summit is
taking place during India’s 75th year of Indepen-
dence when the nation is celebrating Azaadi Ka
Amrit Kaal, the Prime Minister underlined that
India has a major goal for its future and new
resolutions for the global good. He emphasized
that the inspiration behind India achieving the
recentgloballandmarksinvarious sectorsisLord
Buddha himself.

Remembering the Buddhist path of theory,
practice and realization, the Prime Minister
elaborated on India’s adoption of all three points
in its journey in the last 9 years. Modi said that
India has worked with dedication for the propa-
gation of Lord Buddha’s teaching with a sense of
dedication. He talked about the development of
Buddhist circuits in India and Nepal, the renova-
tion of Sarnath and Kushinagar, Kushinagar
International Airport, and India International
Center of Buddhist Heritage and Culture at Lum-
bini in collaboration with the IBC.

The Prime Minister credited the teachings of
Lord BuddhaforaninherentempathyinIndiafor
the issues of humanity. He mentioned peace
missions and India’s whole-hearted efforts in
rescue work for disasters like the earthquake in
Turkiye. “This emotion of 140 crore Indians is
being seen, understood and accepted by the
world”, he said. Platforms like IBC, he continued,
are giving the opportunity to like-minded and
like-hearted countries to spread Buddha Dham-
ma and peace.

The Prime Minister said, “The journey from
the problem to arriving at the solution is the
actual journey of Buddha.” Throwing light on
Lord Buddha’s journey, the Prime Minister reiter-
ated that he left his life of castles and kingdoms
because herealized the paininthelivesof others.
He emphasized the only way to achieve the goal
ofaprosperous world iswhenone givesaway the
ideaof selfand narrow-mindedness and realizes
the totality of the BuddhaMantraofadopting the
idea of the world. He stressed that a better and
stable world can be achieved only if we consider
the nations dealing with a scarcity of resources.
“Itisthe need of the hour that the priority ofevery
person and nation should be the interest of the
world along withthe interest of the country”,the
Prime Minister remarked.

The Prime Minister said that the current time
is the most challenging time of this century as
there is war, economic instability, terrorism and
religious fanaticism,and the challenge of climate
change with species disappearing and glaciers
melting. He said amidst all this there are people
who believe in Buddha and the welfare of all
creatures. “This hope, this faith is the biggest
strength of this earth. When this hope gets unit-
ed, theBuddha's Dhammawillbecometheworld’s
belief and Buddha'’s realization will become the
belief of humanity.

The Prime Minister highlighted how each
person is affecting the earth in one way or the
other, be it with lifestyle, eating or traveling
habits and pointed out that everyone can con-
tribute towards fighting climate change. Throw-
inglight on Lifestyle For Environment or Mission
LiFE, an initiative by India influenced by the
inspirations of Buddha the Prime Minister said
that if people become aware and change their
lifestyle, then this huge problem of climate change
can also be tackled. “Mission LiFE is influenced
by the inspirations of Buddha and it furthers
Buddha's thoughts”, Modi remarked.

Concluding the address, the Prime Minister
stressed the need to come out of the definitions
of materialism and selfishness and imbibe the
feeling of ‘Bhavatu Sab Mangalan’ i.e. Buddha
should not only be made a symbol but also a
reflection. He remarked that this resolution will
be fulfilled only when we remember the words
of the Buddha of not turning back and always
moving forward. The Prime Minister expressed
confidence thatresolutions will become success-
ful with everyone coming together.

Union Minister for Culture, G Kishan Reddy,
Union Minister for Law and Justice, Kiren Rijiju,
Union Ministers of State for Culture, Arjun Ram
Meghwal and Smt Meenakshi Lekhi, and Secre-
tary General of International Buddhist Confed-
eration, DrDhammapiyawere presentonoccasion.

5 Soldiers.....

and police personnel rushed to the spot. Visu-
alsshowed semi-burntbodies of the soldierslying
on the road beside the burning truck.

“Army and police rushed to the spot and cor-
doned off the area and put halt on the vehicular
traffic on the highway,” the sources said.

They said traffic shall remain suspended from
BG to Surankote Road. “All the commuters are
advised to adopt the alternative routes i.e from

®© 00 ©

BG- Mendhar-Jarran Wali Gali to Surankote-
Poonch or via KG Top to Poonch.”

India Attaches.....

subjects, an official statement said.

ShahsaidIndiaattaches specialimportanceto
disaster risk reduction and is ready to share its
expertise and experience in this field for greater
cooperationand mutual trustamong SCO mem-
ber states.

He said India believes that no hazard is small
or big and it does not leave anyone behind.

Shah said India now has more accurate and
timely early warning system in place and the
country has seen a sea change in the way its
early warning systems (EWS) of drought, flood,
lightning, heat wave, cold wave, cyclone, have
improved.

He said the forecast not only warnsIndiaabout
thedisaster butalso predicts the potentialimpact
itislikely to cause. According to Shah, at the time
ofanaturaldisaster, itisof greatimportance how
quickly the relief reaches the affected area and
this speed reflects the preparedness of the team
and the efficiency of their training.

He said Indiahasbeenassociated with the SCO
since 2005 and playing an important role as an
observer country, since then.

Atthe 17thSummitin2017,Indiabecameafull
member of the SCO as part of an important step
in the process of expansion of this organization.

Shah said it is a matter of pride that India is
donning the mantle of the chair ofthe SCO Coun-
cil of Heads of State for the very first time since
becoming a full-fledged member state in 2017.

He said the SCO will probably be the largest
regional organisation in the world at this time,
representing40 per centofthe global population,
25 per cent of the global GDP and 22 per cent of
the world’s total land area. Today, the SCO has
developedintoaninternational organizationand
ithas provided anexcellent platform forharmon-
ising cooperation with all member countries, he
said.

Shah said each and every life, family and their
livelihood are priceless and all possible efforts
should be made to protect it.

He said India’s approach to early warning
system is people-centric and we want to ensure
that our forecasting and warning system is not
just scientifically advanced but it is also com-
municated in a manner that is understandable,
usable and actionable by common people.

The home minister said there wasatime when
cyclonic storms in India used to cause huge loss
of life and property, but, India has made ‘com-
munity empowerment’ the basis of its efforts,
duetowhichthe damage caused by cyclones has
beenreduced, whichis being appreciated by the
whole world today.

He said India has taken several important
initiatives ofinternational cooperationinthefield
of disaster risk reduction.

He said the India-led Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) today has 39
members from across the world.

The CDRI is working with member countries
to ensure that all investments in infrastructure
ismadeinamanner thatit makes ourinfrastruc-
ture resilient to disasters, thereby securing not
just our present but also our future. Along with
this, CDRIis placing particularemphasis onsome
ofthe mostvulnerable regions of the world, such
as Small Islands Developing States (SIDS). Also,
onlIndia’sinitiative,a Working Group on Disaster
Risk Reduction has been constituted at the G20,
and the first meeting of this group was held
recently in Gandhinagar in Gujarat, he said.

The home minister said the ‘Tsunami Early
Warning System’ for the Indian Ocean Rim Coun-
tries established by the Indian National Centre
for OceanicInformation Services (INCOIS)serves
notjustIndiabutnearly twodozenother countries.

Along with this, he said, India has hosted joint
bilateral exercises with SAARC, BIMSTEC, and
SCO countries. (Agencies)

Kathua School.....

aap...aap sab ki baat suntey ho, meri bhi baat
suno (Hello, Modiji. How are you? You listen to
everyone, please listen to me also),” Naaz said in
the beginning of her over four-minute video.

Speaking about the dilapidated condition of
the school, Naaz said students are forced tositon
dirtyfloors,whichoftenstain theiruniforms.She
also highlighted the bad condition of the toilets,
problems of open defecation and the unfinished
construction work of the building.

“Youlisten to the entire nation, please listen to
me as well and build a nice school for us so that
we cancontinue oureducationand not get scold-
ed by ourmothers for getting our uniformsdirty,”
thegirlsaid in her passionate appeal to the prime
minister.

Taking note of the video clip, the Jammu and
Kashmiradministrationimmediately swunginto
action to give the school a facelift.

“Aproject worth Rs 91 lakh was sanctioned to
upgrade the school on modernlines but the work
was stalled due to some issue related to admin-
istrativeapproval. Ithasnowbeen sorted outand
theworkis underway,” Sharmasaid aftervisiting
the school.

The official said hundreds of schools are run-
ning in the remotest parts of the Union territory
and the government has already chalked out a
detailed project to ensure proper and modern
facilities at all of these schools.

“We havealsostarted constructing 1,000 new
kindergartens inall districts of Jammu province,
andinthenextthreetofouryears, wewillbeable
to ensure the construction of 250 kindergartens
in each of the 10 districts (in Jammu province),”
he said.

Sharma said there are three types of funding
available for improving school infrastructure
under UT CAPEX, district CAPEX and Samagra.
Over 2,500 projects have been completed under
Samagra since 2018, while 6,000 more are in
progress.

He said the departmentis also utilising the UT
capex and district capex to ensure the best facil-
ities for the students.

Naaz,whoaspires tobe anIndian Administra-
tive Service (IAS) officer, said she had made a
video and she is happy that her message has
received a positive response.

“I'made the video myselfto share my thoughts
with our prime minister. [ am glad that action
wastakenand ourschoolis getting afacelift,” she
said.

Villagersarealso cheerful about the renovation
of the school and expressed hopes that it will be
developed on modern lines like schools in urban
areas. (Agencies)

EClrevises.....

possession of news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO), the claims and objections can
be filed from April 05 to May 6.

The disposal of claims and objections would
be done by May 15.

The final voter list would be published on May
27.

Thisis the second voter revisioninJammuand
Kashmir in a period of less than one year after
culmination of delimitation exercise by a three-
member panel headed by former Supreme Court
judge Justice (retd.) Ranjana Desai. The delimita-
tion exercise concluded on May 5, 2022 by the
panel when it unveiled the final electoral map of
J&K. Jammu & Kashmir is without an elected
government for almost five years.

The erstwhile state is under the central rule
from June 19, 2018 when BJP withdrew support
toMehboobaMufti-led government, citing “dete-
riorating security situation” in J&K.

4 JKAS Officer.....

against an available vacancy.

Ms. Nighat Alam, JKAS:2007, Assistant Com-
missioner Panchayat, Srinagar, has been trans-
ferred and posted as General Manager, DIC,
Baramulla, against an available vacancy.

Mohammad Muneer Ahmed Bhat, JKAS:2010,
awaiting orders of adjustment in the General
Administration Department, hasbeen posted as
General Manager, DIC, Bandipore, against an
available vacancy.

Meanwhile, as peraseparate order, Mehmood
AhmadShah,JKAS:1999, Director,Handloomand
Handicrafts, Kashmir, has been asked to hold the
charge of the post of Director, Industries and
Commerce, Kashmir,inadditiontohisownduties,
till Saloni Rai, IAS, remains on leave.

Threedrug.....

nylon bag. During search of the said bag, Pop-
py Straw weighing about 18 Kgs was recovered
from his possession. He has been identified as
Riyaz Ahmad Ahanger Son of Ghulam Mohiudin
residentofWatakalo Charar shareef. He hasbeen
arrested and shifted to Police Station where he
remainsincustody. After sustained questioning,
on his disclosure 08 more nylon bags containing
Poppy Straw weighingabout 125 Kgs were recov-
ered from deserted shed located at Nowpora
Chadoora, police added.

Accordingly, police said that the cases under
relevant sections of law have been registered in
respective police stations and investigation has
been initiated.

“We urge the common masses that if you wit-
nessdrug peddlingorany other crimeanywhere
nearyou, feel free to contact nearest police estab-
lishment or dial 112. People are requested to
cooperate with police in curbing the menace of
drugs from the society. We reassure the com-
munity members that police willacttoughagainst
the criminals as per law,” police said.

HC quashes.....

requirement has not been followed and com-
plied with by respondentsinletterand spiritand
as a corollary thereof, the petition is required to
be allowed and the detention order is liable to be
quashed,”the Courtsaid,as per the newsagency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO).

The Courtalsosaid nocompellingreasons have
been given or shown by the detaining authority
while passing the detention order against Shah
when he was already in custody and under an
FIRinwhichnobailhadbeengranted. “Inabsence
ofany compellingreasons, the order of detention
cannot sustain the test of law,” the court said.

On March 3, 2022, the District Magistrate
Srinagar had passed an order under section 8 of
the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978,
placing Shah under preventive detentionto “pre-
vent him from indulging in the activities which
areprejudicial tothe maintenance of publicorder.”

During arguments, counsel for Shah, N. A.
Ronga, described the allegations against Shah as
baseless, unfounded vague and without any
substance, saying there is not an iota of truth in
the allegations.

Shah was arrested on February 2, 2022, by
Jammu and Kashmir police in Pulwama district
and booked under Section 13 of ULA (P), section
124A and Section 505 IPC. Shah filed a bail appli-
cation before a Court in Pulwama and he was
granted bail. However, when the order of the
Courtwasserved uponthe police concerned, they
did not release him and shifted him to the Police
Station Imam Sahib Shopian.

In Shopian, an FIR under sections 153 and 505
oftheIPCwasregistered against him.Inthiscase,
he filed a bail application before the Court and

was granted bail. But he was not released
by the policeand was shifted tothe Safakadal
area of Srinagar. At the police station, Safa-
kadal another FIR was registered against
him. While in custody at Safakadal, the
district magistrate Srinagar passed adeten-
tion order against Shah.

Rongaargued Shahwasnot provided with
acopyofthedossier, material or otherrecords
including the copies of FIRs that have been
referred toand relied uponby the detaining
authority while framing grounds of deten-
tion and passing the detention order. “Thus
he was deprived of his constitutional and
legal right of making a meaningful and
effective representation against his deten-
tion.”

He also said since the bail was not grant-
edinthe FIR registered at the police station
Safakdal against Shah there was no reason
to detain him under J&K Public Safety Act.

CS conducts.....

SMC&CEOSrinagar SmartCity; VCLakes
Conservation and Management Authority;
Chief Engineer Srinagar Smart City Ltd and
otherofficersfromline departmentsbesides
from Police and Traffic departments.

During the tour, the Chief Secretary vis-
itedIGRoad,JhelumRiverfront Development
Project, Residency Road, MaulanaAzad Road,
GupkarJunction,Boulevard Footpath, Nishat
Garden precinct, Northern Foreshore Road
including cycle track, Shalimar Canal and
DargahHazratbal Shrine.

Dr.Mehtawhile taking stock of the works
carried out at all these locations directed
the concerned officers to further accelerate
the pace of work and ensure completion of
all these projects within fixed deadlines.

He also directed to make all necessary
arrangements for the upcoming Eid-ul-Fitr
festival including sanitation, cleaning, traf-
fic management etc.

Reviewingthe progressofDal Lake cleans-
ing at Nishat precinct, the Chief Secretary
directed the VC, LC&MA to expedite the
Houseboat sewerage connectionsand clean-
liness of remaining patches of Dal with
special focus on shoreline. He also directed
him to start water sports activities in Haz-
ratbal basin by 15th of May.

The VC, LC&MA apprised the Chief Sec-
retary that the EOl is being floated by I&FC
andTourism Departmentsshortly.He further
revealed that the activities identified for
water sports include Waterpark, Jet skies,
Zorbing balls, Parasailing etc.

Later, Dr Mehta visited Hazratbal Shrine
where he gave necessary directions to the
concerned officers for face-lifting of com-
pound wall and other make-over works for
the comfort of the devotees.

Increasing.....

sale but said the markets lacked enthusi-
asm.

People were seen jostling and swarming
around mutton and bakeries shops. But the
overall market sentiment was low, said
shopkeepers.

Jahangir Ahmad, a shopkeeper at Pul-
wama town told KNO despite Covid restric-
tions in the last two years, sales were good
and whosoever was visiting shop was at
least purchasing an item or two at least.

But he said that this time sales remained
all time low because customers are notina
position to afford.

“Inflation and poverty due to Covid-19
lockdowns have badly hit J&K and the poor
are hardly able to fill their bellies,” he said.

Javaid Ahmad, ashopkeeper dealingwith
readymade garments said that he used to
sale lakhs on festive occasions and whoso-
everwasvisiting his shopused tobuyatleast
an item or two. But this year very few cus-
tomers are visiting his shop and one out of
ten customers are able to afford an item.

He said that unemploymentis atits peak,
poor people have become poorerinlast few
yearsand theyare hardly able tocatertothe
requirement of essential items.

They said that on one hand the rates of
essentialitemslike rice have doubledinlast
few months and on the other hand most
people don't have any are jobless.

“Most people come tomarketsto purchase
essential items only while sales for other
shopkeepersisbelow par,” shopkeeperssaid.

Traders say.....

day in a row on Thursday, with traders
expressing disappointment over a “50 per-
cent” dip in sales, ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr.

Mohammad Yaseen Khan, a senior trade
leader and chairman of Kashmir Economic
Alliance(KEA)-anamalgamofvarioustrade
bodies - told the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO)that the marketswere
struggling for quite some time now to gain
salesmomentum, buttherainsahead of Eid
festival played a spoilsport.

“Itisjust notlike thatoursales dipped due
to rains only; we have been struggling for
multiplereasons,” Khan said. “However, we
were hopeful of picking up good salesahead
of Eid, but the continuous rainfall adversely
impacted our sales.”

KEA chairman said that ahead of the Eid
festival, people mostly buy bakery and mut-
ton products for which rains can hardly
hamper people from coming out, but in
other areas of the market, it made an effect.
“Theoverallimpactitmadeonsalesisaround
50 percent,” he added.

“Clothing, footwear,communication,and
other items which used to witness good

sales on Eid witnessed sluggish sales due to
rains,” he said.

Mehraj-ud-Din Ahmad, general secretary
of All Kashmir Wholesale Mutton Dealers
Associationtold KNOthatalthoughtherains
did not make any negative impact on their
sales, the brief closure of the Srinagar-Jam-
mu national highway impacted the supply
of stock.

“On festivals, be it any situation, people
come out to buy mutton,” he said, adding,
“Rains did not make any such impact on
their sales; however, a brief closure of the
highway hampered the supply,and the stock
which was scheduled for the day came
another day.”

Bashir Ahmad, who owns a prominent
telecommunicationshowroominSrinagar,
said they were already struggling to stay
afloat in the market but that the incessant
rainfall for the last few days dampened the
market spirit.

“Rains prevented people from comingout
and when there are fewer people in the
market, there are fewer sales. Rains played
aspoilsport. We were expecting goodsales.
Itis just a helpless situation for us,” he rued.

As officials at the J&K’s weather depart-
ment have forecast intermittent light to
moderate rain at scattered places on April
20 to 22, the intermittent downpour start-
ed early morning on Thursday.

Haji Mohammad Aslam Mattoo, a well-
knownnameinSrinagar,dealing withretail
and wholesale footwearitems, said the sale
of their products is purely dependent on
weather conditions.

“In view of the pre-summer and Eid fes-
tival, we had planned the footwear stock
accordingly, but with this intensity of con-
tinuous rainfall who is going to come to the
shop? What is to be used on a sunny day
can’'t be worn on a rainy day,” he said.

“The already ongoing works in the city
have slowed downoursalestoalargeextent.
Out of the remaining expected market, we
only witnessed 30 percent of sales,” Mattoo
said.

Meanwhile, the weathermanonThursday
predicted intermittent light to moderate
rain at scattered places towards late after-
noon and evening for April 21 and 22,and a
decrease in precipitation, predicting main-
ly dry weather during the subsequent two
days.

‘People should.....

officer said, “To control the situation and
minimise losses during fire incidents, the
most important thing is educating people
about fire safety precautions. They should
also strictly adhere to the instructions.”

The programme was aimed at raising
awareness among the public regarding fire
safety measures. Students and employees
also participatedinthe event whichinclud-
ed various competitions.

The J&KFireand Emergency Department
organised Fire Safety Week, which began
on April 14, to commemorate the firefight-
ers who lost their lives in the line of duty.

In the programme AGNI (Awareness in
Fire Safety for Growth of National Infrastruc-
ture), students from various schools across
Budgam participated in essay writing and
lecture competitions.The top three winners
received cash prizes and certificates, while
allparticipantsreceived medalsand appre-
ciation for their participation.

Senior officers facilitated the employees
of the Fire & Emergency Department who
were present at the event.

Mudslidein.....

there was no loss of life or injury. How-
ever, the mudslide did damage the electric-
ity poles which were later restored by the
employees of the Power Development
Department (PDD), he said.

The Sub-District Magistrate (SDM) Kan-
gan, Tehsildar Gund and other officials vis-
ited the spot to take stock of the situation,
the official said.

Hesaid theroadis currently being cleared
and the traffic on the Srinagar-Sonamarg
road is expected to resume soon. Till then,
the traffic has been rerouted via Zirpora
road, he added.

A significant landslide occurred in the
same area on February 19 which caused
extensive damage to multiple homes.

Tulip Garden.....

foothills of the Zabarwan Range, was
opened for tourists on March 25 this year.
During this period, tourists from different
partsofthe country thronged tothe garden
to witness Tulip blooms.

Floriculture officer Shayiq Rasool told
KNO that Tulip Garden witnessed an over-
whelmingresponse from the visitors, espe-
cially during the Tulip festival.

He said with the end of the Tulip Bloom
season, the authorities have decided toclose
the gardenfor general public fromtomorrow.

Avalanche......

avalanche with low danger level is likely
to occur above 2400 to 3200 metres above
sealevelinDoda, Kishtwar, Poonch,Ramban,
Baramulla, Kupwaraand Bandiporadistricts.

The communique also reads that ava-
lanche with medium danger level is likely
to occur above 2800 metres in Ganderbal
district in the next 24 hours. “People living
intheseareasareadvised totake precautions
and avoid venturing in the avalanche prone
areas till further orders,” it reads.
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B&J hospital Jammu readying for
opening after missing deadlines

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 20: After miss-
ingseveral deadlines, the building
of Bone and Joint hospital in
Jammuis about to get completed
withsome servicesbeing started
at the hospital in May.

As per news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), the 300
bed B&] hospital Jammu was
sanctioned under PMDP in 2018
and work was allotted to R&B
Department for Rs 38 crore.

Atop healthofficial while talk-
ing to KNO said that a G+3 storey
hospital building was to be com-
pleted in two phases within a
period of 24 months and its first
deadline was March 2021. But
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dueto Covid, the hospital missed
the first deadline.

He added that it was given
another deadline that the hospi-

OPD services to start in May, says official

tal must be completed by March
2022 but it missed the second
deadline as well. Accordingly,
March 2023 was fixed as the final
deadline and the hospital is now
near completion, he said.

“Final touch is being given to
the works at the hospital and few
services like OPD, physiotherapy
andelectro surgical services will
be started at the hospitalin May,”
hesaid. He said joint replacement
and spine surgeries willbe routine
at the hospital and patients will
no longer need to go outside J&K
for such treatments.

In a phased manner, the facili-
ties at the hospital will be
enhanced so that patients can get
all facilities in their locality, he

said,adding that the Hospital will
be state of the art hospital
equippedwiththelatestmachines
and modular OTs.

"Bone and Joint Hospital was a
long pending demand of Jammu
province and after its completion
the patients of whole Jammu
province as wellas the neighbour-
ing States of Punjab and Him-
achal Pradesh shall be benefited
and patients of Jammu province
willnolonger have to gotooutside
the State for specialized ortho-
paedic treatment,” he said.

The proposal for creation of
posts of all cadres for the Bone &
Joint Hospital has already been
submitted to the Administrative
Department, he said.
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Youth jumps from Wayil Bridge on
first day of traffic trial; cops save him

B HT News Network

GANDERBAL, APR 20: The newly-constructed
Wayil Bridge in central Kashmir’s Ganderbal district
was opened for trafficon a trial basis on Wednesday.
However, on Thursday, a youth attempted to end
his life by jumping into the river from the bridge but
his life was saved by two alert cops.

An official told the news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO) that the police are trying to ascer-
tain the reason behind the youth's suicide attempt.

The youth (name withheld)is a daily wage work-
er in the Wildlife Department, the official said,
adding that the youth was rescued by the on-duty
police personnel of Police Post Gutlibagh Hilal Ahmad
and Muzaffar Ahmad.

“The police officers present at the site imme-
diately spranginto action when they saw the youth
attempting to end his life. They managed to pull
him out of the river and provided first aid to him,”
the official said, adding that the youth is undergo-
ing treatment at a nearby hospital and his condi-
tion is stable.

Dogs maul minor boy
in Awantipora, injures his
lungs, other organs

His condition stable: Docs

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 20: An eight-year-old boy was badly
mauled when a stray dog attacked him in Awantipora
area of South Kashmir’s Pulwama district.

An official told news agency—Kashmir News Observ-
er (KNO) that a stray dog entered Awantipora area and
attacked a minor boy and injured him near his home on
Tuesday. He hasbeenidentified as Harris Khursheed Mir
(08) son of Khursheed Ahmad a resident of Awantipora
area of Pulwama district.

Harris was shifted to nearby hospital for treatment
fromwhere he was referred to SMHS Srinagar for advanced
treatment, he said.

Meanwhile, a doctor from Surgery Unit Head at SMHS
Srinagar told KNO that Harris was badly mauled by dogs
leaving his different organs damaged.

He was so badly and deep bitten that his lung and
other vital organs were also injured, however, he is
undergoing treatment and currently his condition is
stable, he said.

Edu Deptt seeks list of Govt schools falling
above radius of seven KMs by foot

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 20: School Educa-
tion Department Thursday sought a
list of government schools falling
above aradius of seven kilometers or
more on foot.

According to the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO), Per-
sonal Officer (PO) at Directorate of
School Education Jammu (DSE]) had

region.

issued a communique to all Chief
Education Officers (CEOs) of the

“In this regard, you are asked to
verify the distance of such schools
and furnishthe same to DSEJ,” it reads.

The PO said, “If any other schools
inJammu Division apart from thelist
issued by DSE] where a distance of
more than 7 km is required to be
covered on foot and same may also

be communicated to DSE] itself
through return mail.”

The officer has informed the CEOs
to treat the matter as most urgent.

In the meantime, top officials at
DSEK said that the move is aimed for
internal purposes.

“Asofnow, weare consolidating the
data for internal use and we will see
whatwillbedonetothose schools after
the transfer drive,” the official said.

Rains damage
vital bridge in Langate,
public movement
restricted

B HT News Network

HANDWARA, APR 20: The intermittent rainfall
for the past few days has caused damage to the
vital bridge in Lagate area of Handwara, prompting
authorities to restrict the public movement as a
precautionary measure.

Anofficial told the news agency—Kashmir News

Observer (KNO) that Daand Kadal - a bridge over
nallah Mawer that connects more than 20 villages
has been closed for the public movement as the
bridge has developed a partial damage due to
intermittent rainfall and increase in the water
level of the nallah.

“Though the extent of damages to the bridge is
beingassessed, however, people are being request-
ed to refrain from crossing the bridge over the
nallah,” officials said.

Meanwhile, locals alleged that the concerned
department didn't pay heed to the worse ning
condition of the bridge for the last four years.

Despite repeated attempts, Tehsildar Langate
couldn'tbe contacted for the comments as hedidn't
receive the phone calls.

Around Rs 7 lakh recovered
from norm violators in last
4 months: FCS&CA

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 20: Amid the complaints about overpric-
ing of essentials, the government has recovered a fine of
over Rs 6,91,950 from the norm violators across Kashmir in
the past four months.

According to the data available with the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO), Directorate of Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer Affairs (FCS&CA) hasinspected 9328
shops and sealed several among them.

The market checking squads of the department have also
realized a fine of over Rs 6,91,950 in the last four months.
The data revealed that Rs 6,91,950 have been realized from
norm violators across the Valley whileRs 1,91,900 hasbeen
recovered in Srinagar alone and the rest of the fine has been
realized from norm violators in Baramulla, Bandipora,
Bugdam, Ganderbal, Kulgam, Kupwara, Pulwama, Shopian
and Anantnag.
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Eid prayer at 9 AM at
Jama Masjid Srinagar:
Anjuman Auqaf

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 20: Anjuman Auqaf Jama
Masjid Srinagar announced that due to inclem-
entweatherand waterlogging at historic Eidgah
Srinagar , Eid-ul-Fitr prayer will be held at 9:00
at Jama Masjid Srinagar, instead Inshallah.

In a statement, Anjuman urged Muslims to
pay Sadaqah Fitr, which is fixed at Rs 65 per
person, before Eid prayer so that deserving
people also join Eid festivities .

The Anjuman once again strongly demanded
unconditional release of its detained head Mir-
waiz-e-Kashmir Dr Moulvi Muhammad Umar
Farooq before Eid.

Affarwat-XI Sports Club
President Greet People
On Eid-Ul-Fitr

B HT Correspondent

BARAMULLA, APR20: Affarwat-XISports Club
BaramullaPresidentSajad Ahmad Lone hasextend-
ed warm greetings to people on Eid-UI-Fitr.

In his Eid greetings , Sajad Ahmad Lone said " [
extend my warm wishes to people on the auspi-
cious occasion praying that the Almighty accepts
our month-long fasting,repentance,prayers and
rectitude.Lone urge the affluent classin the society
to help those who do not have any resource to
Celebrate the Eid.

Div Com Kashmir greets
people on Eid ul Fitr

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 20: On the eve of Eid-ul-Fitr,
the Divisional Commissioner (Div Com) Kashmir,
Vijay Kumar Bidhuri today extended his greet-
ings to the people of Kashmir.

In his festival message, Div Com Kashmir
prayed that this Eid brings peace and prosper-
ity and espouse harmony among citizens.

He said this festival teaches us to share hap-
piness with poor and needy people by offering
charity generously.

Er. Sahil Bashir Bhat,

State Media Secretary of the
BJP J&K (Youth), has conveyed
his warmest Eid-ul-Fitr
greetings to the people of J&K

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 20: He emphasized the sig-
nificance of the festival and urged everyone to
remember and pray for the peace, progress, and
prosperity of the
nation during these
celebrations.

In his message, Er.
Sahil Bashir Bhat
prayed that the
month-long fasting
and nightly prayers
of the faithful are
accepted and
rewarded by the
Almighty. He also
expressed his hope
that the spirit of generosity, discipline,and piety
generated through the Holy month continues to
inspire and guide people in their daily lives.

J&K Govt Frames Panel Recommending Books
Publication, Media Interaction For Civil Servants

B HT News Network (GAD),

committee has been

Administrative Secretary, Infor-

JAMMU, APR 20: Jammu and
Kashmir administration on
Thursday constituted a com-
mittee for examining and rec-
ommending cases for publica-
tionof books, mediainteractions
of members of All India Ser-
vices (civil servants).

As perthe orderissued by the
Commissioner Secretary, Gen-
eral Administration Department

®© 00 ©

constituted for examining and
recommending cases related to
permission(s), sanction(s) for
publication of books and media
interactions of members of All
India Services in terms of All
India Services (Conduct) Rules,
1968.

The Committee will be com-
prised of Administrative Secre-
tary, ARland Trainings Depart-
ment as it’s Chairman while

GOVERNMENT OF
JAMMU AND KASHMIR

mation Department, Adminis-
trative Secretary, Planning,
Development, Monitoring
Department. Administrative
Secretary, Culture Department,
representative of Department
of Law, Justice, Parliamentary
Affairs and Additional Secretary
to the Governnment, General
Member Administration
Department will be its mem-
bers.

Residential House
damaged In Sumbal blaze

B HT News Network

SUMBAL, APR 20: A residential house was gutted in a
fire incident in the Inderkot Sumbal area of North Kash-
mir's Bandipora district on Tuesday afternoon.

An official told the news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO), that the two storey house belongs to
Syed Zulfiqgar Shah, son of Nissar Shah, resulting in the
property worth laks reduced into ashes.

“However, timely action of locals and fire tenders
doused the flames and saved the other nearby properties,”
he said, adding that the cause of fire could not be con-
firmed immediately.

The official further said that the cognizance of the fire
incident has been taken and further investigation is on.
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District Convergence Plan 2023-24
discussed at Ganderbal

HT News Network

GANDERBAL, APRIL 20:
Deputy Commissioner Gan-
derbal, Shyambir today
convened ameeting todis-
cussand finalize the District
convergence plan 2023-24
under MGNREGA for fruit-
ful utilisation of funds and
positive outcomes of the
MGNREGA.

At the outset, ACD Gan-
derbaldeliberated uponthe
features, modes and meth-
ods of convergence under
MGNREGA.

The DC in detail dis-
cussed the specifications
and focus areas whichshall
be entertained while for-
mulating the practicable
convergence plan for the
districtin effective manner.

The DC impressed upon
alltheline departments for
immediate submission of
convergence proposals for

its consolidation and
approval at the district
level.

He urged all the depart-
ments toworkin coordina-
tionwith each other sothat
best convergence plan is
proposed for creation of
durable assets.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District
Development Commis-
sioner Ganderbal, Mushtaq
Ahmad Simnani, ACD, CEO
Manasbal Development
Authority ACP besides

heads of all line depart-
ments. At the outset, ACD
Ganderbaldeliberated upon
the features, modes and
methods of convergence
under MGNREGA.

The DC in detail dis-
cussed the specifications
and focusareaswhichshall
be entertained while for-
mulating the practicable
convergence plan for the
districtin effective manner.

The DC impressed upon
alltheline departments for
immediate submission of

convergence proposals for
its consolidation and
approval at the district
level.

He urged all the depart-
ments toworkin coordina-
tionwith each otherso that
best convergence plan is
proposed for creation of
durable assets.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District
Development Commis-
sioner Ganderbal, Mushtaq
Ahmad Simnani, ACD, CEO
Manasbal Development
Authority ACP besides
heads of all line depart-
ments. He urged all the
departments to work in
coordination with each
other so that best conver-
gence plan is proposed for
creation of durable assets.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District
Development Commis-
sioner Ganderbal, Mushtaq

Ahmad Simnani, ACD,.

Div Com reviews arrangements for facilitating
smooth Seasonal migration of nomads

HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL 20: Divi-
sional Commissioner Jam-
mu, Ramesh Kumar today
chaired a meeting of Dep-
uty Commissioners and
concerned Officers to
review the arrangements
for facilitating smooth sea-
sonal migration of the
nomads Gujjar-Bakerwal
community along with
their livestock to upper
reaches of the districts.

TheDivComdirected DCs
to issue permissions for
movement after seeking
proper satisfactory reports
fromthe concerned depart-
ments.Healsodirected DCs
to appoint nodal officers
and share the number of
Trucks required in their
respective districts.

The Animal and Sheep
husbandry departments
were directed toset up first
aid campsatdifferentloca-

tions to provide vet ser-
vices to the migrants. He
further directed the reve-
nue, police and forest
departments to facilitate
smooth movement of
nomads.

Animal Husbandry and
Sheep Husbandry Depart-
ments were also told to
ensure tagging of each Ani-
mal.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Director Animal Hus-
bandry, Director Tribal

e

Affairs, Director Sheep Hus-
bandry, ADC Jammu, ACG
Jammu and other con-
cerned officers while Dep-
uty Commissioners of
Jammudivisionalong with
concerned officers partici-
pated in the meeting
through video conferenc-
ing.

Meanwhile, the Divi-
sional Commissioner, in
another meeting, reviewed
the issues related to West
Pakistani Refugees and

cases of Displaced persons
(DP)0f1947,1965and 1971.

The Deputy Commission-
ers apprised the Div Com
about the total number of
WPRs and DPs families in
their district, number of
applicationsreceived, num-
berofapplicationsapproved
and recommended forrelief
assistance.

The Div Com instructed
the DC Jammu, Samba
Kathua to expedite the pro-
cess of identification of left
out families of WPRs and
Displaced Persons of 1965,
1971, 1947 in their respec-
tivedistricts. Healsodirect-
ed them to submitall com-
pleted casesin his office for
providing relief assistance
to WPR and displaced per-
sons families under the
Prime Minister Develop-
ment Package. The DivCom
instructed the DC Jammu,
Samba Kathua to expedite
the process ofidentification
ofleft out families of WPRs.

Enforcement Squad of
FCS conducts market
checking drive

HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APRIL 20: The Enforcement squad of Food
Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs Department under the
supervision of Assistant Director Enforcement Fayaz
Ahmad Shah launched a massive drive within the vicin-
ity of Srinagar City particularly at Sariabala, Jawahar Nagar,
Dalgate, Sonwar, Nishat, Hazratbal, Zakura, Eidgah, Khan-
yar, Fateh Kadal & Karan Nagar areas, etc.During the course
of action as many as 118 establishments were inspected,
outofwhich 25 erring traders were penalized witha sum
of rupees 19300 for violating Essential Commodities Act,
1955.Thedrive will continue in the same passionin future
as well & whosoever found violating the norms.

DC Kupwara hosts iftar
party for Bal ashram and
Nari Niketan children

HT News Network

KUPWARA, APRIL 20: In a unique and humanitarian
guesture, an Iftar party for the students of Bal Ashram
Handwara and Nari- Niketan Gulgam was organised by
the District Administration Kupwara on Wednesday here
at TRC complex.The Deputy Commissioner Kupwara; Dr.
Doifode Sagar Dattatray, Chairman, District Development
Council Kupwara; Irfan Sultan Pandithpori, Vice-Chairman
District Development Council Kupwara; Haji Farooq Mir,
ADC Kupwara; Gh. Nabi Bhat, District Social welfare
officer Kupwara besides Wardens and staff of both the
institutions also attended the Iftar party.The district
administration had invited over 80 students of both the
institutions which included 35 Girl students.The DC
expressed gratitude to the participants and conveyed his
best wishes to the whole Muslim community on the
culmination of the holy month.

The participantsalsolauded the District Administration
with greatapplause for hosting the Iftar party. The district
administration had invited over 80 students of both the
institutions which included 35 Girl students.

The DC expressed gratitude to the participants and
conveyed his best wishes to the whole Muslim commu-
nity on the culmination of the holy month.

LOST OF RC

I have lost front Number of my Bike with Raristra-
tion No JK01L-7687 while travelling Jawhar Nagar
TO Dalgate. Now I have applied for the duplicate of
the same if anybody having any objection in this
regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office
of the R T O Srinagarwithin a period of seven days
from the date of publication of this notice. After that
no objection shall be entertained.

PUPINDER PAL SINGH
S/0 FOJWANT SINGH
R/0 JAWHAR NAGAR
MOB NO 9796740800

DC Ramban discusses implementation of SANKALP

District admin plans to ho

HT News Network

RAMBAN, APRIL 20:
Deputy Commissioner,
Ramban Mussarat Islam
today chaired a review
meeting of the District Skill
Committee (DSC)forimple-
mentation of centrally
sponsored flagship scheme
SANKALP (Skill Acquisition
and Knowledge Awareness
for Livelihood Promotion)
in the Ramban district.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Harbans Lal;
ACR, Gias-Ul-Haq and var-
ious senior officers attend-

ed the meeting.
Attheoutset, the Deputy
Commissioner asked the
Officers of the line Depart-
ments to prepare acompre-
hensive Action Plan for
skilling the youthin poten-
tial sectors, boosting the
zeal for entrepreneurial
initiatives in the District
under SANKALP initiative,
extending hand holding by
the District Administration
for business development,
to create a pool of skilled
humanresource and create
anenvironment of sustain-
able livelihood in the Dis-
trict.In the meeting, a

held on the training activi-
ties proposed by various
departments. The DC
directed to maintain uni-
formity in training param-
eters. He further said that
allthese activities would be
held under the umbrella of

st Entrepreneurshi

Ramban Entrepreneurship
Festival, starting from the
firstweek of May. The Com-
mittee identified sectors
like Agriculture, Horticul-
ture, Dairy value creation,
Handicrafts and Entrepre-
neurship which offer huge
potential tothe youth of the

ol ’w

District to venture into.
Brainstorming discussion
was held on challenges
involved, mobilization of
candidates and monitoring
of skill activities besides
hosting an Idea Pitching
Competition for the youth
of Ramban.The DC reiter-

p Festival in May

ated that the objective of
the festival should be to
upgrade the skill set of the
youth by imparting quality
and market relevant train-
ing to them along with
strengthening the institu-
tionalskillimparting mech-
anism with modern tech-
nological trends for skill
development thereby
ensuring placementsinITIs
and Polytechnic College
along with promotion of
shifting of the trend to busi-
ness creationin the District
using the concept of Herd
mentality onboardingevery
section of the society.

DC Ganderbal reviews arrangements for
Youth Entrepreneurship Festival in district

Dubai Expo liabilities shall be paid
to service providers through FICCl

HT News Network

GANDERBAL, APRIL 20: Deputy Com-
missioner Ganderbal, Shyambir today
convened a meeting of concerned officers
toreview the arrangements for weeklong
Youth Entrepreneurship Festival that is
goingtobe heldinthe districtin the month
of May, 2023.

At the outset, the DC deliberated upon
the idea behind celebrating Youth Entre-
preneurship Festival and said that purpose
of Festival is to provide platform to the
budding Youth to show case their entre-
preneur abilities and share theirinnovative
ideas.

While reviewing the activities to be
undertaken during the week-long event,
the DC said that event will be inspiration
to the people of the district who have
excelled in various fields who will be giv-

en chance to narrate their success stories
duirng the event.

It was given out that main event will be
heldinthe premises of Govt Degree college
Ganderbal and Qamaria Stadium.

While discussing the arrangements
being putin place at GDC Ganderbal, Exec-
utive Engineer R&Bwas directed toensure
allarrangementsincluding white washing
of mainblock, lighting arrangements shall
be completed at an earliest.

HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APRIL20: DubaiExpo2020
was held in January 2022, in which the
Department of Commerce (DoC), Ministry
of Commerce and Industry, Government
ofIndia, and the Federation of Indian Cham-
bers of Commerce (FICCI) signed a memo-
randum of understanding wherein FICCI
was given the responsibility of managing
the Dubai Expo 2020 event, the Department
of Handloom and Handicraft communi-
cated.

The department further said that in
accordance with the MoU, FICCIwas given
the responsibility of hiring suppliers and
service providers in order to carry out the
numerous activities planned for the event.

"Inaddition, FICCI was tasked with main-
taining a ledger of account for the costs

associated with the event."

The H&H department also informed
that the event was conducted however,
duetoadelayin the submission of the bills
by FICCI and a change of guard at JKTPO
and their shifting to treasury operations
caused the delay.

"The amount on account of liabilities is
expected to be paid to FICCI, who in turn
shall make the payments to the concerned
vendors", it added.

Moreover, the statementissued by H&H
depttreads, "Withrespect toremuneration,
the Performance Feeisbeing paidinaccor-
dance with the rates notified by the Cul-
tural Academy, J&K".

"Pertinent to mention, an amount of Rs.
17 Lacs approximately was spent on the
Boarding and Lodging of these 11 artists,
who were part of the cultural troupe”, the
department maintained.

LOST OF RC

I have lost RC of my vechile (Etiqa) bearing Ragistra-
tion No: JK06B/2648 at Home . Now I have applied
for the duplicate of the same if anybody having any
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her
objection in the office of the AR T O Doda within a
period of seven days from the date of publication of
this notice. After that no objection shall be enter-
tained.

Name;-Sajad Ahmad
S/0:- Mohammad Ayoub
R/0:- Ganda Chali Doda
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District Administration Anantnag
celebrate Civil services Day

HT News Network

ANANTNAG APRIL 20:
On the eve of civil services
Day, Districtadministration
Anantnag today organised
a function at VC Hall of the
DC office complex.

21th April every year is
dedicated to the civil ser-
vants and to reflect back
what they have done years
back.Onthisday they make
plans for the coming years
for their departments. The
day was chosen to com-
memorate the day in 1947
when sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel the first home minis-
ter of independent India
addressed the probationary
officers at All India Admin-
istrative services training
at Metcalfe Delhi.

Various civil service offi-
cers of District Anantnag
including the CEO PDA, SE
Hydraulic, SE KPDCL, Dis-
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trict programme officer
ICDS, ACD, AD FS&CA AC
Labour department recall
their commitment for the
cause of citizens and for the
nation besides share their
achievements and experi-
ence as civil servants.
Deputy commissioner
Anantnag DrBasharat Qay-
oom on the occasion said
that being a civil service

officer one needstobevery,
energetic, ambitious,
vibrant, honest and fore-
most very dedicated
towards his dutiesand must
have fast disposal rate
besides to ensure adminis-
trative mechanism.

He directed the officers
to be dedicated, towards
their duties and ensure the
smooth functioning of gov-

ernment offices. Besides the
above officers, ADC,
(A),CMO,CHO,DAO, EOs,and
other officers were present
on the occasion. Various
civil service officers of Dis-
trict Anantnag including
the CEO PDA, SE Hydraulic,
SE KPDCL, District pro-
gramme officer ICDS, ACD,
AD FS&CA AC Labour
department recall their
commitment for the cause
of citizens and for the nation
besides share theirachieve-
ments and experience as
civil servants.

Deputy commissioner
AnantnagDrBasharat Qay-
oom on the occasion said
that being a civil service
officer one needstobevery,
energetic, ambitious,
vibrant, honest and fore-
most very dedicated
towards his dutiesand must
have fast disposal rate
besides to ensure adminis-
trative mechanism.

DEO Shopian held BLO's,
Supervisors Meeting

HT News Network

SHOPIAN, APRIL, 20: Following the extension of SSR
time limit by two weeks, District Election Officer, Shop-
ian, Sachin Kumar Vaishya held a meeting with BLO's and
BLO Supervisors of 36-Zainpora and 37- Shopian Assem-
bly Constituencies at Meeting Hall of Mini Secretariat
Shopian today.

While addressing the gathering District Election Officer
said that because of good response to the enrolment, the
time limit has been extended up to 6th May 2023 and the
same need to be informed to the general public.

BLO's were urged to verify the Assured Minimum Facil-
ity (AMF)Status of the polling stations and report the gaps
at earliest for the redressal of the same.

The District Election Office Shopian has asked the
departments of PWD, School, Health, PHE, Telecom, RDD
regarding the maintenance of AMF facility at all the 247
Polling Stations of District Shopian.

AllERO'S and AERO’s have been urged to impress upon
BLOs to improve the numbers of claims and objections
and digitize all the pendency of claims by due dates.

Further all BLO's were asked to deliver all the EPICs to
the concerned voters at earliest and furnish the report as
per the format through their respective AERO offices.

It was further impressed upon ERO's and AERO's to
identify and propose the district icon from third gender
category of voters.Assistant Commissioner, Revenue,
Shopian, Shahbaz Ahmed Bodha, Dy. DEO, Jahangir Ahmed
and other concerned were present.
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DC Rajouri inspects provision of

amenities in shelter home- Parisha

Distributes Sweets and Gifts among inmate on Eid

HT News Network

RAJOURI, APRIL 20: Deputy Com-
missioner Rajouri Vikas Kundal con-
ducted an inspection of Parisha, a
shelter home for girls in distress orin
need of care and shelter. The purpose
ofthe visit was toreview the arrange-
ments and facilities being provided to
theinmatesand tointeract with them
to seek feedback on their stay.

During the visit, the Deputy Com-
missioner distributed sweets and
other gifts among the inmates and
wished themahappy Eid. This gesture
was appreciated by the girls living in
the Parisha and expressed their grat-
itude to the Deputy Commissioner for
his concern and support.

The District Social Welfare Officer
also briefed the Deputy Commis-
sionerabout the functioning of Parisha
and theinitiatives being taken to pro-
vide support to the girls who are in
need of care and protection.

The Deputy Commissioner appreci-
ated the efforts of the Social Welfare
Department in providing necessary
care and support to the inmates.

Whileinteracting withinmates, the
Deputy Commissioner reiterated the
administration'scommitment to pro-
viding a safe and secure environment
for girls living in distress. He empha-
sised the need for providing necessary
facilities and support to the inmates
and directed the concerned officials
to take all necessary measures to
ensure their safety and security.

“The visit was aimed at ensuring
thattheinmatesare provided withall

LR TNATE I
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necessary facilitiesand support”, said
DCRajouri.

The administration is committed
to the welfare of the women living in
distress and will take all necessary
steps to provide them with a safe and
secure environment.

In addition to the visit at Parisha,
the Deputy Commissioner also
inspected the Phulwariand reviewed
the facilities being provided to the
newborns.He directed the concerned
officials to ensure that all necessary
measures are taken to provide a safe
and secure environment for the babies
and their mothers. The Deputy Com-
missioner also talked telephonically
to some of the complainants to ascer-
tainthe status of their grievances and
sought their feedback on the level of
satisfaction with the department's
response. He urged the officials totake

the grievances seriously and provide
prompt and satisfactory solutions to
the public.Speaking at the meeting,
the Deputy Commissioner emphasized
the importance of addressing public
grievances in a timely and effective
manner. He directed the officials to
ensure thatevery grievanceisresolved
inatransparentand accountable man-
ner to instil confidence among the
public.The meeting was aimed at
ensuring that the public grievances
are addressed promptly and effec-
tively by the concerned departments.
The administration is committed to
providing efficient and effective pub-
lic service delivery and will take all
necessary steps to ensure that the
grievances of the public are resolved
in a timely and transparent manner.

SDRF organises Mock
Drill on Disaster
Management in GCOE

HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL 20: Awareness cum demonstration
event on Disaster Management was today conducted
by SDRF 2nd Bn. Jammu here in Government College of
Education Canal Road.

The event was held under the supervision of Atul
Sharma, SSP Commandant SDRF 2nd Bn. Jammu.

Aekta Gupta, Principal Government College of Educa-
tion along with Prof. Anju Bala (DSW) inaugurated the
programme and highlighted the role of Disaster Man-
agement and need of these techniques.

Arvinder Kotwal, Dy. SP SDRF 2nd Bn. Jammu, and
.Sunil Sharma, Inspector were the overall incharge of
the MockDrill Exercise/demonstration. They also briefed
the students on the occasion.

During the programme, the SDRF personnel gave
demonstrations onFirst Aid, CPR, Medical First Respond-
er, Earthquake, Mountaineering Rescue Techniques
(MRTSs), Various Rescue operation Techniques of Disas-
ter management were conducted by the SDRF instruc-
tors among the students and staff members.A success-
ful mock exercise, demonstration on Disaster
Management as well as the Rescue Techniques were
conducted by the SDRF Team.

Reasi: DHEW team organise

JKTPO, Invest India (DPIIT) organised Organic Certification
program for Kishtwar Saffron Growers under ODOP initiative

HT News Network

KISHTWAR, APRIL 20: Jammu
and Kashmir Trade Promotion
Organisation (JKTPO) under the
guidance of Principal Secretary,
Industries and Commerce,
Prashant Goyal and under super-
vision of Managing Director
JKTPO,Khalid Jahangir, organised
the National Programme for
Organic Production (NPOP)
Awareness Drive for organic cer-
tification of Saffron, ODOP prod-
uct of Kishtwar District in col-
laboration with Invest India (One
District One Product)team, DPIIT,
Union Ministry of Commerce and
Industry at District office complex
here.

The workshop organised with
the visionto provide trainingand
certification to farmers who are
already pursuingorganicfarming
but don’t have the necessary cer-
tification for their products

authenticity.This workshopisone
of the initiatives of JKTPO for the
promotion of ODOP products in
Jammu and Kashmir which
includes conduction of Buyer
Seller meets, participation in
national and international trade
fairs/ exhibitions and capacity
building programs. The drive will
increase the export potential of
saffronasorganic certified prod-
ucts have huge international mar-
ket.National Programme for
Organic Production (NPOP)under
Ministry of Commerce & Indus-
tries, Governmentof Indiainvolves
accreditation of Certification Bod-
ies, standards for organic produc-
tion, promotion of organic farm-
ing and marketing etc. The NPOP
standards for production and
accreditation system have been
recognized by European Commis-
sion and Switzerland for unpro-
cessed plant products as equiva-
lent to their country standards.
With these recognitions, Indian

organic products duly certified
by the accredited certification
bodies of India are accepted by
the importing countries.

This was the second National
Programme for Organic Produc-
tion (NPOP) Awareness Drive after
Pulwama for organic certification
of Saffron organized by JKTPO.
The workshop was attended by
more than 45 saffron producers
of Kishtwar district, and more
farmers will come under organic

certification. .On this occasion,
Saffron Development Officer,
Kishtwar, said: “there is a huge
demand of Kishtwar saffron in
Indiaand abroad due toitsunique
aroma and flavour but farmers
are not getting good prices due to
less marketing linkages. This
organic certification of Saffron
will boost the demand of saffron
and will help to increase the
income of farmers.”This workshop
is one of the initiatives of JKTPO

for the promotion of ODOP prod-
uctsinJammuand Kashmirwhich
includes conduction of Buyer
Seller meets, participation in
national and international trade
fairs/ exhibitions and capacity
building programs. The drive will
increase the export potential of
saffronas organic certified prod-
ucts have huge international mar-
ket.National Programme for
Organic Production (NPOP)under
Ministry of Commerce & Indus-
tries, Governmentof Indiainvolves
accreditation of Certification Bod-
ies, standards for organic produc-
tion, promotion of organic farm-
ing and marketing etc. The NPOP
standards for production and
accreditation system have been
recognized by European Commis-
sion and Switzerland for unpro-
cessed plant products as equiva-
lent to their country standards.
With these recognitions, Indian
organic products duly certified
by the accredited certification.

awareness programme on
Women Centric schemes

HT News Network

REASI, APRIL 20: District Hub for Empowerment of
Women Reasi, under Mission Shakti, today organised
an awareness programme here at Panchayat Bhagtha
on Government Schemes and programmes meant for
the uplift and Empowerment of women.

During the programme, Monika Sharma, District
Mission Coordinator, DHEW Reasiimparted awareness
to a large number of women about the eligibility crite-
ria, Documentation and the *procedure to avail the
benefits under different government schemes viz.ISSS,
Marriage Assistance Scheme, One Stop Centre, Women
Helpline-181, BBBP, Sukanya Samridhi Yojana, PMMVY,
Skill development courses by SBIRSETI, PMKVY, Wom-
en Entrepreneurship programme like Tejaswini, PMEGP

etc.

The programme was attended by PRIs, Women of
JKRLM. Grievances of the women were also noted and
they were assured to provide assistance with the help
of the concerned department. Pamphlets regarding
women centric schemes were also distributed.

Cultural program mesmerises audience at
Valedictory function of Fire Service Week

HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL 20: A scintillating cul-
tural and allied activities mesmerized the
audience as the Fire Service Week con-
cluded across the Union Territory today.

A series of functions were held across
the UT and the main functions were held
at Jammu and Srinagar headquarters.

Acultural programwas held at FREHQRs
Gandhi Nagar, Jammu under the supervi-
sion of Raj Kumar Raina, Deputy Director
Fire & Emergency Services Command
Jammu.Earlier,a welcome adress was pre-
sented by Mohammad Jaffer [/C FRE HQRs
Gandhi Nagar, who also conducted the
event.Thesinging programme began with
the melodious performance of Narinder
Singh, Mechanical Driver FES RS Pura,
which enthralled the entire audience.

This was followed by the performance
of Riaz Ahmed, Fire Man who sang a Dogri
song in a typical style.Later, a beautiful
Kashmiri song was sung by Veer Ji Raina,

SGFM DFO O

The brilliant performances by the tal-

ented officials made the programme look
utterly professional.

Onthe concluding ceremony, the officers
and officials pledged to continue the aware-
ness programmes as per the directions of
Alok Kumar (IPS), Director Fire & Emer-
gency Services, who appreciated the Jawa-
nswhile addressing the event virtually for
conducting the week long activities in a
most befitting manner.Prominent among
others the programme was attended by
Foreman, RL Raina, Mandeep Singh and
Kanwal Peshin, Divisional Fire Officer City
and all In-charges of Jammu Command
besides office staff and jawans.

ffice City.

Div Com Jammu reviews
preparations for Investors meet

HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL 20: Divi-
sional Commissioner Jam-
mu, Ramesh Kumar today
chaired ameetingtoreview
the preparations for North-
ern Level Laghu Udyog
BhartiSammelanand Inves-
tors meet scheduled to be
held on April 23,2023 at KC
Regalia hotel Jammu.

During the meeting,
threadbare discussion was
held on various important
issues while the President
Laghu Udhog Bharti
apprised the DivComabout
the investors meet pro-
gramme.It was informed
thataround 300to350busi-
ness delegates from differ-
ent parts of the country

were expected to partici-
pate in the meet.

The Div Com instructed
Industries and Commerce
Department, Pollution Con-
trolBoard,JDCL, Handicraft
and Handloom department
toestablishstallsduring the
meet to highlight the
schemesoftheirrespective
departments and apprise
the visiting Investors about

for different types of
required permissions.

Allthe concerned depart-
ments were asked to
appoint nodal officers for
the meet. The Div Com
observed that the meet
would attract more invest-
ments, generate jobs and
strengthen the economy of
the UT.

Students Pledge to make GDC Ramgarh Nasha Mukt’

HT News Network

SAMBA, APRIL 20:
National Service Scheme
unit ‘Prabha’ and the
Department of Physical
Education and Sports of
Government Degree College
Ramgarh on Thursday
organised a ‘Pledge and
Awareness Lecture’ on
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yan.

The event was organized
under the leadership and
supervision of Principal of
the College, Prof. (Dr.) Sat-
inder Kaur.

Thelecture onthe theme
was delivered by the Prin-
cipal of the College. In her
address, she said that the
College has declared at the
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outset that it will conduct
awareness lectures on
NashaMukt Bharat Abhiyan
twice every week. All the
enrolled students, faculty
membersand non-teaching
staff took the pledge to
refrain from the consump-
tionof drugs and narcotics.

o

She added that one must
attempt to identify those
members of the commu-
nity who are into drugs,
alcohol and tobacco use in
order to help them stay
away from substance use.
She stressed upon the fact
that people must come

closer to their religious
faiths and beliefs, which
shallhelp them create men-
tal and ethical resistance
againstdrugs.Studentsand
Youth must participate in
sports and physical activi-
tiesalong with the practice
of meditation. She also told
students to keep a vigil on
use of such substances by
friends in college, family
and surrounding and help
them to refrain from use
and de-addiction.The Series
of are being conducted to
implement the points of
NCORD.

Onthe occasion, the stu-
dents, faculty members,and
non-teaching stafftook the
pledge to refrain from the
consumption and abuse of
drugs and narcotics.

RBI approves appointment of Kaizad Bharucha as Deputy Managing
Director and Bhavesh Zaveri as Executive Director of HDFC Bank

HT News Network

Mumbai, Apr 20, KNT:
The Reserve Bank of India
has approved the appoint-
ment of Kaizad Bharucha
as the Deputy Managing
Directorand Bhavesh Zave-
ri as Executive Director of
HDFC Bank for a period of
three years.

A meeting of the Board
of Directors of the Bank will
be convened in due course
inter alia to give effect to
these appointments.

Kaizad Bharuchaisacareer
banker with over 35 years
of experience. He has been
associated with the Bank
since 1995. In his current
positionas Executive Direc-

tor, he is responsible for
Wholesale Banking cover-
ingareasof Corporate Bank-
ing, PSUs, Capital & Com-
modities Markets, Financial
Institutions, Custody, Mutu-
al Funds, Global Capability
Centre & Financial Sponsors
coverage,and Banks cover-
age.Bharucha has rich and

extensive experienceinRisk
Management, Credit Man-
agement, Banking and Busi-
ness management. Bharu-
chahas previously beenon
theboards of HDB Financial
Services Bhavesh Zaveri is
the Group Head - Opera-
tions, Cash Management &
ATM Product of HDFCBank.

Zaveri joined the Bank in
1998 in the Operations
function. He became Busi-
ness Head - Wholesale
Banking Operations in the
year2000and was appoint-
ed as Group Head - Opera-
tionsin2009.In his current
role, he is responsible for
Business and Operations
across the country and for
creating and delivering a
flawless operations execu-
tion capability across the
diversified product suite of
the Bank to the Corporate,
MSME & Retail verticals
including for Asset, for
Liabilities and for Transac-
tion Services of Payments
&CashManagement, Trade
Finance & Treasury, and
ATM Product.
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EDITORIAL
Dog Scare Scaring

Human Lives....

Therecentincident of an eight-year-old boy who
was badly mauled when a stray dog attacked him
in Awantipora area of south Kashmir's Pulwama
district has once again highlighted theissue of dog
menacein Kashmir. Thistragicincidenthasnotonly
leftthe family of thevictim devastated but hasalso
sparked outrage among the local residents.

The problem of stray dogs in Kashmir is not new,
but it has escalated in recent years. The growing
population of stray dogs hasbecome amajorconcern
for the people, particularly in urban areas. These
dogs have been responsible for attacking people,
especially children and the elderly, causing serious
injuries and sometimes even death. The problem
has become so severe that people are afraid to
venture out in the streets, particularly at night.

The authorities have failed to address this issue
effectively. The government has been carrying out
dog sterilization drives, but they have not been
successful in controlling the population of stray
dogs. The sterilization drives have been criticized
for being inadequate and poorly implemented.
Moreover, the sterilized dogs are often released
back into the same areas, leading to a recurrence
of the problem.

In yet another incident, an elderly woman was
alsoattacked by dogsoutside herhouse In Srinagar
where trash is dumped right outside their gate but
nothingwasdoneto preventthattragicincidentby
concerned officials despite beinginformed already.

The lack of effective measures to control the dog
menace hasresultedinasituationwherethe people
have taken matters into their own hands. In many
areas, residents have resorted to poisoning the
dogs, whichisacruelandinhumane way of dealing
with the problem. This has led to a public outcry,
with animal rights activists demanding that the
government take action to stop such practices.

The recent incidents of the young children or
elderly beingmauled have brought theissue tothe
forefront once again. There is a need for acompre-
hensive plan to control the dog population and
ensure the safety of the people.

The government must take immediate steps to
address the issue. They need to formulate a plan
that includes a combination of measures such as
sterilization, vaccination, and adoption. The ster-
ilizationdrivesshould becarriedoutonalargescale
andshould be properlyimplementedto ensure their
effectiveness. The sterilized dogs should be keptin
shelters, and efforts should be made to find them
homes through adoption programs.

In addition to this, the government needs to
enforce strict laws to prevent the abandonment of
dogs. Many of these dogs are abandoned by their
owners, which add to the problem. The govern-
ment needs to ensure that theownersofdogsare
held accountable and penalized if they abandon
their pets.

Finally, thereisaneedforpublicawareness cam-
paigns to educate people about responsible pet
ownership. The campaigns should focus on the
importance of sterilization, vaccination, and the
need to adopt dogs instead of buying them.
People should be encouraged to report cases of
dog attacks to the authorities so that action can
be taken promptly.

To sumit up, theissue of dog menace in Kashmir
is a serious problem that needs urgent attention.
The recent incident of the child being mauled to
death hashighlighted the need foracomprehensive
plan to control the dog population and ensure the
safety of the people. The government must take
immediate steps to address the issue and enforce
strict laws to prevent the abandonment of dogs.
Publicawareness campaigns should be carried out
toeducate people aboutresponsible petownership.
Only then can we hope to tackle this problem and
make our streets safe for everyone.

Sustainable Cities: Balancing
Progress and Preservation

"We must remember that the choices we make
today will shape the world our childreninherit tomor-
row. Let's make those choices wisely, with a focus on
sustainability and responsible development.”

In recent years, sustainable development has
become a crucial focus for many cities worldwide.
The recognition of Srinagar, the summer capital of
Jammu and Kashmir, as one of the creative cities in
the world by UNESCO, and the city's current trans-
formation into a smart city, with a budget of $360
million, is a testament to this. However, it's essential
toremember that progress and modernization must
never come at the expense of the natural environment
and cultural heritage that make our cities unique.

Sustainable development practices are beingimple-
mented globally, with citiesintegrating green spaces
and parksinto their urban planning. These initiatives
not only provide fresh air to city-dwellers but also
promote biodiversity, preserving the natural world
for future generations. Infrastructure projects are
also designed with a focus on minimizing environ-
mental impact and preserving cultural landmarks.
These endeavors ensure that our cities retain their
charm and character while still embracing progress.

It'sinspiring to see people taking responsibility for
building smarter, more sustainable cities that pri-
oritize the environment and cultural heritage. As we
continue to innovate and develop new technologies,
it's crucial toremain conscious of theirimpact on our
planet and strive towards a greener future for all.

Our world is a diverse and complex place, and the
sameistrue forevery city. Whileit's essential to keep
moving forward, it's equally important that we do so
responsibly, without sacrificing the natural beauty
and cultural heritage that make our cities special.

Europe is leading the way in adopting sustainable
practices, with highways built around trees to protect
and promote their longevity. China is preserving
historic homes by building roads around them to
retain the country's cultural heritage. As the Native
American proverb states, "We don'tinherit the earth
from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children."
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We must preserve our legacy for future generations
by adopting sustainable development practices.

Sustainable development practices are not limited
to just creating green spaces and minimizing envi-
ronmentalimpact. Many cities are alsoimplementing
renewable energy sources and reducing carbon emis-
sions by promoting public transportation and electric
vehicles. For example, Amsterdam has set a goal to
be carbon-neutral by 2050 and is promoting cycling
as the primary means of transportation.

Furthermore, sustainable development practices
canalsolead toeconomic benefits, such as job creation
in the green sector and cost savings through energy-
efficient infrastructure. In San Francisco, the city's
sustainable development efforts have led to the
creation of over 10,000 jobs in the green sector.

In addition to the economic benefits, sustainable
development practices can also lead to improved
public health. For example, green spacesincities have
been shown to reduce air pollution and mitigate the
effects of climate change, leading to improved respi-
ratory health for residents.

It'simportant to note that sustainable development
requires acollaborative effort between governments,
businesses, and residents. Governments must provide
incentives for businesses to adopt sustainable prac-

S22 -

tices,and residents must make lifestyle changes, such
as reducing their carbon footprint and using public
transportation.

Bottom Line :sustainable development practices
are essential for building smarter, greener,and health-
ier cities. Such practices canlead to economic benefits,
improved public health,and a better quality oflife for
residents. It's crucial that we work together to imple-
ment sustainable development practicesin our cities
to ensure a brighter future for generations to come.
We must preserve the natural environment and
cultural heritage that make our cities unique while
embracing progress and modernization. Let's work
together to build a better future for our children by
adopting sustainable development practices.

"Sustainability isn't just a buzzword; it's a respon-
sibility. It's up to all of us to do our part in building a
better, more sustainable future for ourselves and
generations to come.”

Educational Columnist, Motivational Speaker,
Associate Editor of the weekly 'Education Quill',
Senior EDP Head at DD Target PMT in Kashmir,
which is a reputed institute for medical/JEE/
Foundation Coaching Classes. Insta id UBI9305,
akhoon.aubaid@gmail.com

VIJAY GARG

Many people are found saying about
their relatives and other knowledge-
able people that 'such and such a per-
son is very superstitious. Don't know
what all he keeps the illusion of..! His
entire family is of superstitions. Imme-
diately after saying this, people often
say that we never have superstitions
like them, we have complete control
over our superstitions.

Such behavior is common especially
inIndia. One relative will be found call-
ing another relative a fan, a neighbor

I

Delusional Illusion
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keeps on giving this title to another
neighbor. small From shopkeepers to
big businessmen, this word remains
present twenty-four hours a day. Where
a buyer told two shortcomings while
buying something, the shopkeeper will
say assoonas heleaves thatitis just your
illusion. Even if the customer has found
alegitimate faultinthe goods. Thisis such
aprevalent behavior in the general pub-
lic that one can easily feel it.

These are some such bright and
manifest truths which are visible to
everyone in one form without any
complication, like the rising of the
sun. The central question in this dis-
cussion is whether only Only six
people are victims of delusion and it
doesn't even touch many people? Or
do everyone except a few sensible
people follow illusions? The fact of
the matter is that except very rare
individuals, all of us are more or less
superstitious about something or the
other.

The only problem is that a person
does not understand his fault or weak
side. There is a saying that everything

inthis world is found by seeking, except
for one thing and that is our own fault.
Basically delusion is the root cause of
all our miseries. give it the proper per-
spectiveltisimportant for every human
being to understand. Ifitsillusionis not
understood properly, then the joy in life
dries up. 'Wham' is basically an Urdu
word.

Its parallel word is "illusion’. [llusion
is actually the name of that state of
mind, in which the thing that a person
has considered as truth, in reality it is
not even a particle of truth. Just that
pseudo disguiser of truth sitsinside and
makes you feel the lie as truth. From
there, fear takes birth in human life.
Idioms and proverbs have been made
from time to time in India to remove
'illusion’ or 'illusion’ from the mind., For
example, a person who is a victim of
delusion is often told such sentences in
Indian folklore - "Why are you engaged
inmaking a snake of rope... don't make
a pigeon of a feather’, that is, do not
spread the rumor of a pigeon dying by
seeing a feather of a pigeon.

All of us should use these idioms

given by our forefathers to remove mis-
conceptions from other's mind. It is
necessary to understand how deeply
this emotional condition harms a per-
son's life. Indian sages say that knowl-
edge is really gained by that person or
the knowledge gained is beneficial to
that person only.

Canreach,whoisnotavictim ofillu-
sion. In confusion, knowledge will be
fragmented. The mirror in the form of
knowledge shows us the differences of
the world, it gets fragmented in the
event of any illusion. Then what is the
use of carrying a broken mirror? The
question is, how does the illusory talk
make a home in the human mind? It
needs to be understood that a danger-
ous situation of illusion occurs when a
person haslost his 'nir-ksheer judicious’
decision power due to stress due to
some major reason. From the psycho-
logical point of view, he has control over
himself.

The debt does not remain. There
only psychiatrists can give solution
with proper treatment. A separate
category is those who are in a con-

scious state. He has complete control
over the intellect. They fall prey to
delusion by telling such a thing which
isnot confirmed. How many supersti-
tions would die before they were born,
ifall men, in conversation with others,
did not refer to that which they them-
selves did not know to be sure of.

But in reality this does not happen.
The factories of our mind keep creating
illusions. all one to get him out Have to
help others. After all, the responsibility
of building a healthy thinking society
is shared by all of us. If every person
adopts such a careful and honest behav-
ior towards hiscommunication that he
will not tell anyone unconfirmed things
and by being a false well-wisher, he will
not make such comments about some-
one's home, family, body or business,
which will poison his mind. , then half
the solution of this issue will come out
like this. We too can make such a reso-
lution.

Vijay Garg Retired Principal
Educational Columnist Malout
Punjab
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Jammuand Kashmiris aregion that has
seen many changes in its political and
administrative history. The state was under
therule ofahereditary monarch until 1947
when it acceded to India. Since then, Jam-
mu and Kashmir has undergone various
political and administrative transforma-
tions. However, the most significant change
in recent times came in 2019 when the
Indian government revoked the state's
special status and bifurcated it into two
Union Territories.

The administrative changes that fol-
lowed the revocation of Jammu and Kash-
mir's special status were drastic. The cen-
tral government assumed direct control
oftheregion,and alarge number of bureau-
crats were deployed to oversee the admin-
istration. The bureaucracy became the
primary instrument of governance, and
its decisions dictated the region's fate.
While the government claimed that the
changes would bring development and
prosperity to Jammu and Kashmir, the
reality has been far from it.

The imposition of the bureaucratic rule
in Jammu and Kashmir since 2019 can be
linked to the Plato's theory of caveman.
Just like how those living in a cave are
unaware of the world outside and only
perceive shadows of reality, the bureaucrats
in Jammu and Kashmir are disconnected
fromthetrue needsand wants of theregion.
They are more concerned with upholding
the status quo than addressing the issues
faced by the people. Since the abrogation
of Article 370in August of2019, theregion
has seen a dramatic increase in bureau-
cratic intervention, with officers taking
controland determining the destiny of the
people. This has resulted in a shift in the
power dynamics of the region, with the
bureaucrats having the ultimate say in
matters that greatly affect the lives of the
people.

To understand the impact of bureau-
cratic rule in Jammu and Kashmir, it is
important to examine Plato's Theory of
the Cave Man. According to Plato, people
live in a cave and only perceive shadows
of reality castby the fire behind them. The
cave dwellers believe that these shadows
arereal, and their perception of the world
is limited. Plato suggests that those who
have seen the light outside the cave and
know the truth are responsible for leading
society.

In the context of Jammu and Kashmir,

Unveiling the Intricacies
of Bureaucratic Rule

the bureaucratic rule can be seen as the
shadow cast by the fire behind the cave.
The officers who run the region have lim-
ited exposure to the ground realities and
rely on theirassumptions and perceptions
to make decisions. This approach often
leads to policies that are out of touch with
the needs of the people. The bureaucratic
rule might be effective in maintaining
order and stability, it canalsolead to abus-
es of power and violations of individual
rights. Forinstance inthe case of the forced
eviction of individuals from state land in
Jammu and Kashmir, the rule-bonded
officers may be following the letter of the
law, but they may be doing so without
regard for the human impact of their
actions.

Moreover, in situations where bureau-
cratic rule takes over society, the officers
becomerule-bonded, leadingtoasituation
where they prioritize the rules over the
needs of the people. Forinstance, bureau-
cratic officials mayimplement policies that
are technically correct but are not practi-
cal in real-life situations. This can also be
analyzed through the Weberian concept
of the "iron cage," which suggests that
modern society

However, in regions like Jammu and

in J&K

DR. NASEER AHMAD LONE

Kashmir where the majority of population
belonged to the minority community, the
rule of bureaucracy may not be justifiable
here. This is because it is easier for any
individual to manipulate the bureaucrat-
ic rule established by the government to
exploit the population of the minority in
the state. Might be that resulted in wide-
spread mistrustamong the people towards
their own State. As we see the trend of
protest against the government declines
in the past few years in the region of Jam-
mu and Kashmir. However, itisimportant
to recognize that protests can serve as a
powerful means of resistance against gov-
ernment policies. When protests occur
within the framework of the law, they
demonstrate the trust that people havein
their government's ability to address their
concerns and grievances. When protests
are suppressed, they can exacerbate mis-
trustand disillusionment with the govern-
ment, leading to further divisions between
the state and its citizens.

In conclusion, bureaucratic rule in Jam-
mu and Kashmir since 2019 has had a
significantimpacton theregion. It hasled
to officers assuming power and making
decisions that often do not reflect the
groundrealities. Plato's Theory of the Cave

Man provides a useful framework to under-
stand this phenomenon. The situation
when rule-bonded officers rule society
can lead to policies that are out of touch
with the needs of the people, and it is
imperative that the government finds a
balance betweenbureaucracy and respon-
siveness to ensure the well-being of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir.

Also the Weber’s concept of the "Iron
Cage" highlights the potential for bureau-
cracy to become oppressive and limit
human freedomand creativity.Inresponse,
democraticregions have established checks
and balances on bureaucratic power to
maintainbalanceinsociety. However, itis
important to recognize that in certain
regions, mistrust may impede citizens'
ability to engage in protests against the
government, thereby limiting their ability
to influence policy. To build trust and
prevent further divisions, it is important
to allow for peaceful protests within the
framework of the law.

The authors are assistant professors
and the views and opinions are their
own. The author can be reached at
naseer.e11796@cumail.in and
ashwani.e12480@cumail.in

The imposition of the
bureaucraticrulein
Jammu and Kashmir since
2019 can be linked to the
Plato's theory of caveman.
Just like how those living in
dacave are unaware of the
world outside and only
perceive shadows of
reality, the bureaucratsin
Jammu and Kashmir are
disconnected from the true
needs and wants of the
region. They are more
concerned with upholding
the status quo than
addressing the issues faced
by the people. Since the
abrogation of Article 370in
August of 2019, the region
has seen a dramatic
increase in bureaucratic
intervention, with officers
taking control and
determining the destiny of
the people. This has
resultedin ashiftinthe
power dynamics of the
region, with the
bureaucrats having the
ultimate sayin matters
that greatly affect the lives
of the people.

Parliament: A Temple of Democracy or Akhara for Dangal?

Parliament’s yet another session was washed as a
result of continuous ruckus, frequent adjournments
and finally adjourned sine die with almost any work.
Thisis the new normal of the ‘highest temple of Indian
democracy. While the worldis told that Indian democ-
racy is under threat and needs ‘foreign intervention’,
the most disturbing part of these developmentsis that
the faith of the people in democratic institutions is
shaken.

The ‘hon’ble’ members didn’t allow the Parliament
to function because of matters which had nothing to
do with public welfare. The issues used for the ruckus
were JPC on Adani issue, apology from Rahul Gandhi
for his uncharitable and demeaning observations in
London onIndian democraticinstitutions and “foreign
intervention”, 2-year sentence to Rahul in criminal
defamation case and subsequent disqualification from
Lok Sabha. All these matters had been in the public
domain and bitterly debated at all public fora, evening
national TV debates and on social media to the point
of disillusionment. But, still the MPs from all sides
‘contributed their might’ to stall the proceedings
daily, sparing no one from heckling- the Presiding
officers, PM, Ministers, or any other members.

What did they gain out of it? What public good did
itfinally accrue? All these matters could be important,
but don’t override the larger public good for which
these democratic representative institutions. People
wait for redressal of their problems which MPs seek
through Questions, Zero Hours, Calling Attention
Motions, Short Notice debates, budget debates etc. All
these opportunities were thrown away for petty
politics or political one-upmanship.

Entering in its last year, the 17th Lok Sabha is in for
a record, for lowest number of sittings since 1952. So
far, the 16th Lok Sabha had the lowest number of 331
sittings. The current Lok Sabha with 230 sittings so
far, is unlikely to cross this figure. It has economic
fallout as well. The cost of running Lok Sabhais Rs. 2.5
lakhs to Rs 3 lakhs per minute. So, non-functioning of
the highest pedestal of democracy; murder or sur-
vival of which many parties keep crying hoarse, has
cost the nation to the tune of Rs.150 crore of public
money. Was it worth it?

The disruption and adjournments without any
parliamentary work forwhich the MPs are elected, are
the new political achievement. In the parliamentary
history of India, the first instance of disruption took
place when President Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan’s
address to both the Houses on February 18,1963 was
disrupted for not speaking in Hindi. But the next day,
MPs cutting across party lines, condemned the Presi-

dent’s heckling and regretted their unsavoury behav-
ior. There was a positive fallout of this unparliamen-
tary conduct. The Lok Sabhaissued areprimand to the
concerned MP. Later, political parties resolved to treat
the President’s Address sacrosanct and agreed not to
interrupt it.

The Rajya Sabha on 1 September 1997adopted a
resolution which inter alia stated, “That the prestige
of the Parliament be preserved and enhanced, also by
conscious and dignified conformity tothe entire regime
of Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business of the
Houses and directions of the Presiding Officersrelating
to orderly conduct of business, more especially by
maintaining the inviolability of the Question Hour,
refraining from transgressing into the official areas of
the House, or from any shouting of slogans,”

The next serious disruption was recorded in 1998
when the Women Reservation Bill wasintroduced and
MPs tore it. This was repeated when the Bill was again
introduced in Rajya Sabha in 2010.

Perhaps for the first time, eight members entered
the ‘Well’ of Rajya Sabha during Question Hour on 3
March 2008, shouting slogans. The action was dropped
after their Party leader expressed regrets. But, since
December 5, 2013, parliamentary proceedings had
been marred due to opposition MPs coming into the
‘well’ of the House with banners and slogans in gross
violation of the rules of procedure and parliamentary
etiquette. This became order of the day during UPA’s
time with BJP’s leaders Sushma Swaraj in Lok Sabha
and Arun Jaitley in Rajya Sabha redefining the ‘demo-
cratic protest’ in the House during 2009-2014.

Sushma Swaraj, then leader of opposition in the Lok
Sabha, had announced that “not allowing Parliament to
functionisalsoaformofdemocracy,like any other form”.

In an article in August 2012, Arun Jaitley, then
leader of oppositioninRajya Sabha, tooargued in favour
of disruptions. He wrote: “If parliamentary account-
ability is subverted and adebate isintended to be used
merely to put a lid on parliamentary accountability, it
isthenalegitimate tactic for the Opposition to expose
the government through parliamentary instruments
available atits command.” According toJaitley, disrup-
tion should not be described as preventing work from
being done, because “what we are doingis very impor-
tant work itself.”

Now, the Congress and the BJP have changed roles.
Itwas the turnofjaitley to criticise the ruckus. As Union
Finance Minister, he hit out at the Congress and other
opposition parties, describing themas being “obstruc-
tionist” when he was unable to push through the NDA's
key reforms like the insurance bill in Parliament.
Similarly, the coal bill relating to the facilitation of
auction of coal blocks also fell by the wayside because
of disruption.

Forty percent of 15th Lok Sabha was lost in disrup-
tions, mainly due to the 2G scam. And the session was
described as the least productive when Congress led
UPA was in power and BJP in opposition. After 2014,

Inan article in August 2012, Arun
Jaitley, then leader of oppositionin
Rajya Sabha, too argued in favour of
disruptions. He wrote: ‘If
parliamentary accountability is
subverted and adebate isintended
to be used merely to put alid on
parliamentary accountability, itis
then alegitimate tactic for the
Opposition to expose the
government through parliamentary
instruments available at its
command.

the situation was reversed with BJP led NDA becoming
the ruling coalition and the decimated Congress as
opposition party, but the trend of disruption continued,
albeit, assumed even higher proportions today.

One ofthe most disgusting behaviours was witnessed
when Congress MP Pratap Singh Bajwa climbed on the
table of the officers in Rajya Sabha to protest three
Farm Laws. Tearing papers of the House and throwing
these towards the Presiding Officers to blocking their
view and keep shouting till adjournment was a daily
scene of the second half of the budget session. None of
themhadregret, including Bajwa, over their behaviour,
and quickly quoted Sushma Swaraj and Arun Jaitley
to justify their rowdy conduct. But intriguingly, they
keep calling it the “murder of democracy” within and
outside India.

Congress which is spearheading these disruptions,
is, in fact, oblivious to the “pain” Pt Jawaharlal Nehru
suffered at the heckling of President Radhakrishnan.
He had said that such disgusting incidents needed “to
be meteffectively or else the functioning of Parliament
and State Assemblies would become difficult.” Itis not
that in the past the Parliament did not witness harsh
remarks, even from the great parliamentarians but
there was adifference. Parliamentarians like Atal Behari
Vajpayee, L K Advani, Somnath Chatterjee or even
Indira Gandhi would next day make suitable amends
and express regrets for the language they had used in
the House. In that period of parliamentary history,
there would be umpteen instances to show members’
faith in discipline, decorum, and dignity of the Parlia-
ment which represent the will of the people and
constitute the fora of democracy:. Its principal tasks
relate to legislation and scrutiny of the executive.

The Congress leaders who do not gettired of talking
of its glorious history, are advised to read and emulate
whatPt. Nehruhad said on suchirresponsible conduct

of parliamentarians. At that time, the imprudent MPs
had regretted their conduct but today, they take pride
inthis shameful behaviour and justify it. With backing
of leadership, they scoff at the idea of apology - then
why not, they are the followers of an iconic family
whose shining starboasted, “Main Savarkar nehi, main
Gandhi huon, Gandhi kisi se maafinahi maangta.” Has
not he put his great grand nana and Dadi to shame,
and sent a loud message to Congress cadre. Abusive
language within and outside the Parliament and
Assemblies has come to stay as an effective political
tool to create narratives.

Another factor responsible for this conduct of the
leaders in the temples of democracies is that in the
sixties, the MPs had come to the House with toiling
past some contributions in the freedom struggle and
today, most of them have criminal background and
hooliganism is their forte.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was concerned with the issue of
discipline and decorum in the Parliament. When the
Constitution was being adopted, Ambedkar had said,
“If we wish to maintain democracy... the first thing in
my judgment is to hold fast to constitutional methods
of achieving our social and economic objectives”.
Referring to “unconstitutional methods” to achieve
the objectives, he called these as “the grammar of
anarchy and the sooner they are abandoned, the bet-
ter for us”. He had cautioned that “going beyond scope
ofrules, procedures and constitutional methods would
make us vulnerable to a harsh judgment by history as
the authors of the Grammar of Anarchy”. The pro-
phetic words of Dr Ambedkar are proving proverbi-
ally correct today.

The Presiding Officers should also conduct themself
inanimpartial manner which should appear to be so,
and allow some space to the opposition respecting the
voice of dissent. Whatis the harminallowing Adjourn-
ment Motion, an extraordinary move to interrupt the
normal business in Lok Sabha to draw the attention to
a definite matter of urgent public importance. With a
brute majority, Modi Govt had nothing to worry about.
Instead, it would take away the punch out of the oppo-
sition and hopefully the House could run better.

The rules empower the Presiding Officers to ‘disci-
pline’ the erring Members instead of being the mute
spectators to the conversion of the ‘Temple of Democ-
racy’ into ‘Akhara of Dangal.’ Time has come to use the
whip and discipline themin the interest of democracy
and the people.

Some suggest that the size of the ‘well’ should be
reduced to bare minimum. But they forget that we
have ‘Hon’ble’ members like Bajwa who would stand
on the table of the staff. The time has come to amend
business rules, if needed, to take stringent action like
suspension for full session and in case of persistent
inappropriate behaviour, disqualification. Soft options
are not in the larger interest of Indian democracy.

feedback:kbjandial@gmail.com
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Surat courtrejects
Rahul Gandhi's plea

HT News Network

New Delhi/Surat, Apr 20 (UNI) A
SuratcourtonThursday rejected Con-
gress leader and former MP Rahul
Gandhi’s request to put on hold his
conviction in a defamation case over
his “Modi surname” remark.

Additional Session Judge Robin P.
Mogeraafter hearingargumentssaid,
"I hold that the Ld. Counsel for the
appellant hasfailed in demonstrating
thatby not staying the convictionand
denyinganopportunity to contest the
election onaccount of disqualification
u/s. 8(3) of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951an irreversible and
irrevocable damage is likely to be
caused to the Appellant.

TheHon'ble Apex Courthasheldin
numbers of pronouncements that the
powersaccorded under section 389(1)
of CrPCtosuspend|/stay the conviction
is required to be exercised with cau-
tion and circumspection and if such
power is exercised in a casual and
mechanical manner, the same would
have serious impact on the public
perception on the justice delivery
systems and such order will shake
public confidence in judiciary.

Hence, I am of the opinion that the
Appellant has not made out any case
to suspend the conviction recorded
against him."

The courtsaid, "Anapplication Exh.5
-preferred by Appellant Mr. Rahul

Gandhiu/s.389and 389(1) of the Code
of Criminal Procedure, 1973 for stay-
ing the conviction imposed by the
judgmentand order dated 23/3/2023
by the Ld. Chief Judicial Magistrate,
SuratinCriminal Case No.18712/2019
is

hereby dismissed".

The Surat Court granted bail to the
Gandhion April 3, for filing an appeal
against his conviction order.

The court also issued notices to
complainant Purnesh Modi and the
State Government on the Congress
leader'sappeal forastay on his convic-
tion.

Additional Session Judge after hear-
ingargumenton behalfof Gandhiand
Government Counsel reserved its

order for pronouncing on April 20.

Rahul Gandhi, who was a Lok Sab-
haMP from Wayanad was disqualified
after a trial court in Surat sentenced
him to two years in jail on March 23
under sections499 and 500 (defama-
tion) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC)in
acase filed by Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MLA Purnesh Modi.

Rahul Gandhimade aremarkusing
the surname 'Modi' while addressing
a campaign event ahead of the 2019
Lok Sabha elections in a rally and
said,"How come all the thieves have
Modi as the common surname?”

Under the Supreme Courtrulingin
2013 any MP or MLA is automatically
disqualified if convicted and sen-
tenced to two years or more.

Assam, Arunachal Sign Pact In Presence
Of Amit Shah To Resolve Border Row

HT News Network

New Delhi: The Assam
and the Arunachal Pradesh
governments on Thursday
signed an agreement in
presence of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah here to
resolve their decades old
border disputes.

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma and
his Arunachal Pradesh
counterpart PemaKhandu
signed the agreement.

Assam and Arunachal
Pradeshsharean804.1-km-
long border.

The two stateshave been
indiscussionstoresolve the
border dispute with Mr
Sarmaand MrKhandusign-
ingthe Namsai Declaration
onJuly 15 last year where-
inthey had pledged to find
a solution soon.

Officials said the two
states decided to resolve
the dispute in 123 villages.

Mr Shah termed the bor-
der agreement as a "his-
toric" event and said it
ended decades long dis-
putes.

Mr Sarma said the deal
is a "big and successful”
moment.

MrKhandudescribed the
deal as "historic". Regional
committees dealing with

specificareas were formed
last year, comprising min-
isters,local MLAs, and offi-
cialsfrombothsides to take
the discussion forward.

Arunachal Pradesh,
which was made a union
territory in 1972, has been
maintaining that several
forestedtractsinthe plains
traditionally belonged to
hill tribal chiefs and com-
munities and these were
"unilaterally" transferred
to Assam earlier.

After Arunachal Pradesh
achieved statehoodin 1987,
atripartite committee was
appointed, which recom-
mended that certain ter-
ritories be transferred from
Assam to Arunachal
Pradesh.

Assam contested thisand
the matter was in the

Supreme Court for a long
time. Assam Chief Minister
HimantaBiswa Sarma and
his Arunachal Pradesh
counterpart Pemahandu
signed the agreement.

Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh sharean804.1-km-
long border.

The two states have been
indiscussionstoresolve the
border dispute with Mr
Sarmaand MrKhandusign-
ingthe Namsai Declaration
onJuly 15 last year where-
inthey had pledged to find
a solution soon.

Officials said the two
states decided to resolve
the dispute in 123 villages.

Mr Shah termed the bor-
der agreement as a "his-
toric" event and said it
ended decades long dis-
putes.

Mr Sarma said the deal
is a "big and successful”
moment.

MrKhandudescribed the
dealas "historic". Regional
committees dealing with
specificareas were formed
last year, comprising min-
isters,local MLAs, and offi-
cialsfrombothsides to take
the discussion forward.

Arunachal Pradesh,
which was made a union
territory in 1972, has been
maintaining that several
forested tractsinthe plains
traditionally belonged to
hill tribal chiefs and com-
munities and these were
"unilaterally" transferred
to Assam earlier.

After Arunachal Pradesh
achieved statehoodin 1987,
atripartite committee was
appointed, which recom-
mended that certain ter-
ritories be transferred from
Assam to Arunachal
Pradesh.

Assam contested thisand
the matter was in the
Supreme Court for a long
time. After Arunachal
Pradeshachieved statehood
in 1987, a tripartite com-
mittee was appointed,
which recommended that
certainterritories be trans-
ferred from Assam to
Arunachal Pradesh.

defamation case

'"Will continue to avail all
options...": Cong on Rahul

Jaishankar speaks with
Egyptian FM on Sudan situation

All Accused, Including BJP's Maya Kod-
nani, Acquitted In Gujarat Riots Case

HT News Network

B HT News Network

New Delhi, Apr 20 (UNI) The Congress on Thursday said
it will continue to avail all the options available under
the law in connection with the defamation case of its
former party president Rahul Gandhi.

"We will continue to avail all options still available to
us under the law," said Congress general secretary in-
charge Communications Jairam Rameshinanapparent
reference to the former party chief defamation case.
The statement of the Congress MP comes amid reports
thatacourtin Gujarat's Surat dismissed Rahul Gandhi's
plea seeking stay on his conviction in the defamation
case.Last month, the Congress leader was convicted in
a defamation case by Surat court for his alleged "all
thieves have Modi surname” remarks at a rally in Kar-
nataka’s Kolar in 2019.The court had sentenced him to
two years in jail.Later, he was disqualified from Lok
Sabha as a member following his conviction by the
court.The Congress had termed the judgement "errone-
ous

India records 12,591 fresh
Covid cases

B HT News Network

New Delhi, Apr 20 (UNI) India has recorded a slight
jump in fresh Covid-19 cases with 12,591 in the last 24
hours as per Health Ministry on Thursday.

On Wednesday the total Covid -19 cases recorded in
the country were 10,542 With this the active caseload
stood at 65,286. which is 0.15 per cent of the total
cases as per the Health Ministry.

The death toll has risen to 531230, with 29 new deaths
reported in the last 24 hours in various parts of the
country.Asmanyas 10,827 patientsrecovered from the
disease in the last 24 hours. The total number of people
who have recuperated from the disease is 4.42 crore
(4,42,61,476).The COVID-19recoveryrate stood at 98.67
per cent whereas the fatality rate was recorded at 1.18
per cent.Meanwhile, the daily positivity rate was
recorded at 5.46 per cent while the weekly positivity
rate was pegged at 5.32 per cent.The Ministry said, 574
vaccine doses of COVID have been administered during
the last 24 hours under the nationwide vaccination
drive.

Indianumerounoinmobile
data consumption in the
world : Anurag Thakur

HT News Network

Chennai,apr 20 (UNI) India was now raked number one
in mobiledata consumption in the world, Union Min-
ister for Youth Affairs &Sports and 1 & B Anurag Thakur
said today.Delivering the 3rd convocation address of
the Rajiv Gandhi Nationallnstitute of Youth Develop-
ment (RGNIYD) at Sriperumbudur, about40 km from
here in which 877 candidates received their degrees,
hehighlighted India's remarkable growth in digital
transformation.Stating that Digital India campaign was
launched in 2015, he said nowIndia consumes more
than 12 times the mobile data consumed in 2015.

"Indianow ranks number one in mobile dataconsump-
tion in the world.India ranks third globally in the
startup ecosystem and has about 77,000startups.

HT News Network

New Delhi, Apr 20 (UNI) External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on Thursday dis-
cussed the situationin Sudan with Egyptian
Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry over a
phone call and said that he values his
insights and helpful attitude.

In a tweet, he said:

“Discussed the concerning situation in
Sudan just now with Egyptian Foreign
Minister Sameh Shoukry.

“Deeply value his assessments and
insights, as also his very helpful attitude.
Agreed to remain in close touch.”

On Tuesday, EAM had had spoken with
his counterparts from Saudi Arabia and
UAE with regard to the Sudan situation,
and both had assured their practical sup-
port on the ground.

The situation in Sudanis very tense and
India is coordinating closely with various
countries to ensure the safety and secu-
rity of Indian nationals in Sudan.

The Quartet countries of US, UK, Saudi
Arabia and UAE have a key role and we are
engaging them accordingly, said sources.

“Our Ambassador mWashmgton DCand
High CommissionerinLondonare intouch
with their respective host Governments.
We are also working with UN, which has
asubstantial presence inSudan,” the sourc-
es added.

In New Delhi, the Ministry of External
Affairshas setup adedicated ControlRoom.
The MEA is in continuous touch with the
Embassyin Khartoumand is getting regu-
larreports of the status of the Indian com-
munity.

The Embassyinturnisintouch withthe
Indian community and individuals through
multiple methods including WhatsApp
groups, the sources added.

Ahmedabad: Former Gujarat minister
and BJP leader Maya Kodnani and the
Bajrang Dal's Babu Bajrangi are among
over 60 accused who have been acquitted
in the Naroda Gam case during the 2002
Gujarat riots.

A special court in Ahmedabad gave its
judgment today in the communal riots
caseinwhich 11 Muslims were killed when
their homes were set on fire in Ahmed-
abad's Naroda Gam.

Home Minister Amit Shah appeared in
courtasadefence witness for Ms Kodnani
in 2017. She was a minister in the Gujarat
government headed by the then Chief
Minister Narendra Modi in 2002, when
the riots broke out following the burning
of a coach of the Sabarmati Express in
Gujarat's Godhra.

"All the accused have been acquitted.
We are waiting foracopy ofthe judgement,"
thelawyer of those who have been acquit-
ted told reporters outside the special court
of SK Baxi today.

Ms Kodnani was also convicted in the
Naroda Patiya riots case in which 97 peo-
ple were massacred and was sentenced to
28 years. She was later discharged by the

GUJarat High Court The massacre at Naro-
da Gam was one of the nine major 2002
communal riots cases investigated by a
special team appointed by the Supreme
Court and heard by special courts.

Over 80 people were named as accused
in the Naroda Gam case; 18 died during
trial.

The acquittal comes as a setback for the
families of those who died in the Naroda
Gam massacre.

Thelatestacquittalislikely toraise a big
political storm, especially after 11 men
convictedinthe Bilkis Bano gang-rape case
were givenremission just before the Guja-
rat election last year in November. Seven
members of her family,including her three-
year-old daughter, were also murdered in
the 2002 Gujarat riots.
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Vice President Cautions Of "Anti-India”
Activities At Some Foreign Universitites

HT News Network

New Delhi: Vice Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Thursday said "Dangersare
emanating from outfits",
including some foreign uni-
versities doubling up as
centres of subversive anti-
India activities out to
demolish the country's
civilisation ethos and sully
and muddy its growth.

He said disturbing
insightsinthe hiddenagen-
da of the so-called elites in
Indiaisalarmingand unfor-
tunately getting reflected
in our constitutional insti-
tution working.

It is the responsibility of
the Parliament tosafeguard
India's national sovereignty
and culturalintegrity, from
any kinds of threats inter-
nally or externally, the vice
president said.

"Ourdemocracy,on path
to unprecedented growth
and glory, needs that its
wings - the legislature, the
judiciary and the executive
-actintandemand togeth-
erness for smooth upward

flight journey. We all must
ensure this," he said at the
inauguration ceremony of
two-day celebrations to
mark the 16th Civil Ser-
vices Day here.

These constitutional enti-
ties can ill afford to weap-
onise authority by effecting
incursionsinthe domain of
the other, he said, adding
that the legislature, judi-
ciary and executive serve
best while functioning in
their respective domain.

"Dangers are emanating
from outfits, within and
without, including some
foreign universities dou-
bling up as centres of sub-

versive anti-Bharat activi-
ties out to demolish our
civilisation ethos and sully
and muddy our growth,"
the vice president said.

He said Parliamentalone
is "incharge of legislation"
and competent to enforce
it.

Legislation is the exclu-
sive preserve of the Parlia-
ment, the most authentic
reflector of the will of the
people at large, he said.

"Under our constitution-
al scheme neither the leg-
islature nor the judiciary
can emerge as a powerful
political actor- this is best
left to the political class.

have full trust and beliefin
your intellect and capacity
to reach and outreach as
influencers to neutralise
anti-Bharat narratives and
to effect execution of poli-
ciesofthe governmentand
visionary leadership,” the
vice president said.

Inaveiled attack at Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi,
Dhankhar said it is indeed
painful to suffer some who
adopt an ostrich stance to
India's phenomenal growth
and flourishing democrat-
icvalues.

"Inand outofthe country
they engage in misadven-
ture todemean, decry, taint
andtarnishourdemocracy
and constitutional institu-
tions.Itis bafflingwhy some
amongstusenjoyably resort
toself-goals whenit comes
toeconomicgrowth, policy-
making and implementa-
tion! This unwholesome
stance needs to be anti-
doted," he said.

The vice president said
India is the the largest and
motherof democracy, most
functionaland vibrantatall
levels - the village.

India conveys condolences

over stampede in Sanaa,

hopes for peace in Yemen
HT News Network

New Delhi, Apr 20 (UNI) India on Thursday conveyed
its condolences to the government and people of Yemen
over the stampede that led to the deaths of around 80
people in Sanaa, and also said it hopes for early establish-
ment of peace, stability and security in Yemen.

Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi, in a briefing, said:

“We would like to convey our deepest condolences to
the government and people of Yemen on the sad incident
in Sanaa, in which more than 78 people lost their lives.
We hope and pray for the speedy recovery of the injured.

“This tragic incident comes at a time when there have
been encouraging developments in the Yemen situation.
In particular we welcome the release of nearly 1,000
prisoners by the parties to the conflict which has taken
place over the last few days.

"India hopes for an early establishment of peace, stabil-
ity and security, in Yemen.”

On Wednesday evening, around 80 people were killed
and dozens more suffered injuries during a stampede at
an event to distribute financial aid in Yemen's capital.

The crush took place in the Old City in the centre of
Sanaawhen hundreds of poor people gathered atanevent
organised by merchants, according to the Houthi-run
Interior Ministry.

The crowd apparently panicked by gunfire and an
electrical explosion at an event to distribute financial aid
during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, according to
witnesses and officials from the Houthi rebel group which
controls the city.

Itwas the deadliestincidentin Yemeninyears that was
not related directly to the country's long-running civil
war.
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85 dead, hundreds injured in Yemen
crush at Ramazan cash handout

B HT News Network

At least 85 people were killed
and hundreds injured in a crush
at a Ramazan cash handout in
Yemen early on Thursday, as the
impoverished country suffered
one of its worst tragedies just as
optimism was growing over its
bitter civil war.

Three people were detained
over the incident in Sanaa —
Yemen’srebel-held capital —after
large crowds gathered ataschool
toreceive gifts of 5,000rials (about
$8) for the end of Ramazan.

Harrowing footage screened
by the Iran-backed Houthirebels’
Al Masirah TV showed a tightly
packed crowd screaming and
shoving, unable to move, while
others attempted to haul stricken
people out of the crush.

Other shots showed dead bod-
ies on the ground as the panic
continued. Afterwards, piles of
abandoned sandals, clothingand
acrutch littered the scene, while
aninvestigatorin white protective
gear collected evidence.

At least “85 were killed and
more than 322 were injured”, a
Houthi security official told AFP
onconditionofanonymity, adding
that around 50 were in serious

condition.“Women and children
were among the dead,” the official
said. A health official confirmed
the toll.

The incident comes just ahead
of Eid al-Fitr and punctures a
buoyant mood overthe warinthe
Arabian Peninsula’s poorest coun-
try, following peace talks and an
exchange of nearly 1,000 prison-
ers last week.

The Houthis, who seized Sanaa
in 2014, are fighting a military
coalition led by Saudi Arabia that

intervened in March 2015 in an
attempt to reinstall the ousted
government.Hundreds of thou-
sands of people have been killed
by the war’s direct or indirect
causes, and millions pushed to
the brink of famine. But momen-
tum is growing for a truce and
peace process, with the Saudis
and Houthis holding talks last
week.'People flocked in a huge
way’Eyewitnesses said gunfire
sparked a stampede after crowds
gathered at the school, in Sanaa’s

historic Bab Al-Yemen district, to
receive the handouts froma busi-
nessman. AFP could not verify the
reports of gunfire.

The head of the Houthis’
Supreme Revolutionary Commit-
tee, Mohamed Ali al-Houthi,
blamed “overcrowding”, saying
that people were packed inanar-
row streetleading to the school’s
back entrance.Once the gates
opened, the crowd streamed into
a tight staircase leading to the
courtyard where the distribution

was taking place.

“Citizens were informed aweek
ago that sums of money would be
disbursed withoutID verification,”
said one witness.

“People flocked in a huge way,
the gate opened, and with the
large numbers, the stampede hap-
pened.”

The Houthis’ political chief
Mahdi al-Mashat said a commit-
tee had been formed to investi-
gate,and aHouthi security official
said three people had been
detained on suspicion of involve-
ment.After the stampede, families
converged on hospitals but many
were notallowed toenter as senior
officials were also visiting the
dead and wounded.

AnAFP correspondentinSanaa
saw large crowds outside one
hospital entrance.

Atthe school, heavily deployed
security forces were seenblocking
relatives from entering the facil-
ity to locate family members.

Footage from one hospital
showed dazed and bandaged sur-
vivorsrecoveringinaward, some
withvisible wounds on their limbs
and heads.Yemen is no stranger
to tragedy, most stemming from
itsbrutal war.In 2016, a coalition
airstrike killed more than 140
people attending a funeral.

UN to consider ‘baby steps’
towards recognising Taliban

Foreign players lurk as
Sudan generals battle it out

B HT News Network

UNITED NATIONS: The United Nations
is ready to take ‘baby steps’ towards rec-
ognising the Taliban asit considers options
to persuade Afghanistan’s de facto rulers
to soften their attitude towards women.

For reviewing the option, and its reper-
cussions, UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres will host a meeting of special
envoys for Afghanistan from around the
world in Doha on May 1.

UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina
Mohammed told anaudience at the Princ-
eton School of Public and International
Affairs (SPIA) this week that the Taliban’s
desire for recognition provides an oppor-
tunity for engaging it on various issues.

“We'll gather them now in another two
weeksintheregion, (ata)meeting of envoys
across the board — the region and inter-
nationally — with the secretary-general
forthefirsttime,” she said. “And out of that,
we hope that we will find those baby steps
to put us back on the pathway to
recognition.”Secretary general to host
meeting of special envoys in Doha on May
1; spox dispels impression of ‘leaving’
AfghanistanShe added: “Isit possible? Don’t
know.”Her comments, however, surprised
theinterviewer, SPIA’'sdean Jamal Amaney.
“Recognition of?” she asked.“Of the Taliban.
A principled recognition. In other words,
there are conditions I mean,” Ms Moham-
med replied.“Quid pro quo?” Ms Amaney
asked. “Let’s see, let’s see what that does.

Because that discussion has to happen,”
Ms Mohammed replied.

The deputy secretary general noted that
there were some in the international com-
munity who “believe this can never happen.
There are others that say, well, it has to
happen”.

Askedifthe Talibanregime was seeking
recognition, Ms Mohammed said: “Yes.
The Taliban clearly want recognition. And
that’s the leverage we have” for persuading
them to change their attitude towards
women and on other issues.

Ms Mohammed did not give a specific
date for the meeting but Zalmay Khalilzad,
the former US special envoy for Afghanistan
who negotiated the US-Taliban deal, said
the meeting will be held in Doha on May
1.In a series of tweets, he recommended
four measures for the meeting to consider,
whichinclude “fullimplementation” of the
agreement he negotiated. “The agreement
has not been fully implemented, and no
alternative has comparable broad support,”

B HT News Network

KHARTOUM: Sudan has degenerated
into a battleground for two rival generals,
but they are backed by complex webs of
international alliances with conflicting
interests that could imperil the country’s
future,analysts say.Missiles, air strikes and
gunfire have been ceaseless in Khartoum
since April 15 as army chief Abdel Fattah
al-Burhan wages war with his former
deputy Mohamed Hamdan Daglo, who
leads the powerful Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) paramilitary group.

Amid international calls for an end to
hostilities, thousands of residents fled
Sudan’s capital on Wednesday as fighting
between thearmyand paramilitariesraged
for a fifth day after a 24-hour truce col-
lapsed.Japan hasbegunnecessary prepara-
tions to evacuate its countrymen from
Sudan, Berlin aborted an evacuation
attempt, according to German weekly Der
Spiegel, after three military transport
planes were made to turn back. Other
nations urged their citizens in Sudan to
provide their names and contact details to
their embassies, with the US embassy in
Khartoum urging Americans to remain
indoors and stay away from windows.

Thousands flee Khartoum as fighting
rages; nations scramble to evacuate citizens

Around 200 have been killed and 1,800
injured,accordingto the UN, in the fighting
between the one-time partners andauthors
ofa2021 coup. Withalonghistory of coups,
the impoverished north African nation

enjoys a strategic location and has long
been courted for its natural resources.

Gulf states to ‘pick winning side’

Abu Dhabi’s approach to the current
conflictis best described as “pragmatism,
pushed to the level of cynical indifference”,
a specialist told AFP on condition of
anonymity.“If the war drags out, it’s not
necessarily a bad thing from either a Rus-
sian or an Emirati perspective. It lets the
UAE keep its influence, which it couldn’t
do with a conventional power structure,”
he added.

Like its fellow Gulf heavyweight Saudi
Arabia, the UAE is unlikely to antagonise
either general, both of whom have served
Gulfinterests in the past.

“Both Burhan and Hemeti fought the
Huthis” as part of the Saudi-led coalition
in Yemen in 2015, and Riyadh offers “no
real advantage for either” general, said Eric
Reeves, a fellow at the Rift Valley Institute.

“Gulf states... will pick a winning side,
but wait until victory is clear,” he added.

European support

Shift In Global Governance Needed
To Tackle Climate Crisis: UN Report

Nigerian Man Builds
Remote-Controlled
Aircraft From Trash

B HT News Network

New York: There needs tobe amajor
shift in global governance to better
tackle such currentand looming chal-
lenges as the climate crisis and rising
security threats, according to a new
UN report.

Launched by the UN's High-Level
Advisory Board on Effective Multilat-
eralism, A Breakthrough for People
and Planet: Effective and Inclusive
Global Governance for Today and the
Future, outlines an ambitious plan to
overhaul the global architecture.

Co-chaired by former President of
Liberia, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, and
former Prime Minister of Sweden,
Stefan Lofven, the Advisory Board was
appointed by the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterresin 2022, tasked
withadvising Member States onissues
of key global concern where better
governance could make a difference.

"Future generations will judge us

®© 00 ©

by the decisions we take today,” M
Lofven said.

"Multilateralism can work, but it
must work better and faster," he add-
ed."Our people-centred recommen-
dations aim to strengthen interna-
tional cooperation and support an
accelerated implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
and the Paris Agreement (on climate
change).

Johnson Sirleaf agreed, "I am con-
fident that the report provides the
framework that the UN, Member
States,and others need to strengthen

international cooperation for current
and future generations," she said,
noting that the report stemmed from
a year-long engagement with hun-
dreds of networks, organizations,and
civil society groups committed to
addressing global challenges.

"The solutions they shared will help
current and future generations to
avoid the catastrophic implications
of our current trajectory and secure
amore sustainable, just and peaceful
world for people and planet,” she said.

The recommendations include
strengthening the global architecture
for peace, security, and finance, deliv-
ering just transitions for climate and
digitalization, and ensuring more
equity and fairnessin global decision-
making. The report also argues that
gender equality needs to be at the
heart of a reinvigorated multilateral
systemalong with recommendations
to ensure that system becomes more
networked, more inclusive,and more
effective.

HT News Network

Lacos: Bolaji Fatai has never setfootinanairplane, but that
hasn'tstopped himfrombuilding hisownremote-controlled
model aircraft from trash and sending it soaring over the
sprawl and chaos of Lagos, Nigeria's commercial capital.

Onarecentcloudyday, thesingle-propeller plane withstood
cross-winds high above a sandy football field and swooped
low over the heads of onlookers in Oworonshoki, the poor
neighbourhood where Fatai lives in the east of the city.

Thebody, wings, tailand finare constructed fromrecycled
styrofoam gathered from dump sites.

He bought the propeller and remote control in a shop, but
constructed the body, wings, tail and fin from pieces of
recycled styrofoam gathered in dump sites and held togeth-
er with sticky tape. The wingspan is about one metre.

"I started this when [ was seven. I started picking things
around, making some little projects,” the 21-year-old said.

"Whenever I see an airplane flying, it gives me a very
overwhelmingjoy." MrFatai'slabour oflove is now propelling
his dreams: a tech company gave him aninternship after he
was spotted piloting the plane -- an important first step
towards his goal of becoming an aeronautical engineer.

"As our country is an under-developing country, sol hope
tobea part of the people that will develop the country using
this, my drone technology," he said.

Child abuse suspects
being pursued in
Pakistan: UK police

B HT News Network

LONDON: The Greater Manchester Police (GMP)
chiefon Wednesday said police were “actively pursu-
ing” child sexual exploitation suspects in Pakistan so
that they can be extradited to the United Kingdom to
face criminal charges.

Chief Constable Stephen Watson on a radio show
confirmed that GMP were “seeking to bring suspects
infrom Pakistan” but did not share details on suspects
or cases due to judicial processes.

Without sharing names or timelines, Mr Watson
said the pursuit was for “more than one” suspect and
hinted that an announcement on the issue would be
made shortly.

He said, “The reality is, we will hunt down people
who commit these offences. We will hunt people
down.” The crime that took place in the past “doesn’t
stay in the past”, he added.

His comments come in the aftermath of controver-
sial comments made by Home Secretary Suella Braver-
man, who came under fire when she said child sexu-
al offenders are predominantly British-Pakistani men
whose cultural values are at odds with British values.

Ms Braverman made the statement while referring
to the sex grooming scandal that occurred in Rother-
ham, which was rocked by a child sexual exploitation
scandal in which five British-Pakistani men were
convicted of grooming, raping and exploiting young
girls.

Focus on reproductive
rights, not population
numbers: UN

B HT News Network

GENEVA: Rather than fixating on the impact of the
world’s soaring population, the world should look at
women’s reproductive rights to shore up “demo-
graphic resilience,” the UN said on Wednesday.

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) —the
UN’ssexual and reproductive health agency —acknowl-
edged there was widespread anxiety over the size of
the world’s population, which is expected to peak at
around 10.4 billion during the 2080s.

But the UNFPA said, the focus should be on giving
women more power to control when and how they
have children.

“The question is: ‘Can everyone exercise their fun-
damental human right to choose the number and
spacing of their children?’. Sadly, the answer is a
resounding no,” said UNFPA chief Natalia Kanem.

She said that “44 per cent, almost half of women,
are unable to exercise bodily autonomy. Unable to
make choices about contraception, healthcare and
whether or with whom to have sex. And globally,
nearly half of all pregnancies are unintended.”

She said countries with the highest fertility rates
contribute the least to global warming and suffer the
most from its impact.

Panda on loan from China
dies in Thailand aged 21

B HT News Network

BANGKOK: A giant panda on loan from China to
Thailand who captivated animal lovers through a
24-hour live broadcast of her antics died on Wednes-
day aged 21, said the zoo where she was housed.

LinHuiwas the last of three pandasin Thailand and
had lived in an air-conditioned enclosure at Chiang
Mai Zoo since 2003, but was due to return to China in
October.

The notoriously sex-shy bear and her mate Chuang
Chuang — who died of a heart attack in 2019 — were
part of Beijing’s so-called “panda diplomacy” pro-
gramme.

Zoo director Wutthichai Muangman said Lin Hui
suffered a nosebleed on Tuesday and was in a critical
condition by the evening, before dying in the early
hours of Wednesday.

“We helped her as much as we could until Lin Hui
left us,” Wutthichai told reporters.

Dejboon Maprasert, chairman of the Zoological Park
Organisation of Thailand, said Chinese and Thai experts
would jointly conduct an autopsy.

For years Lin Hui and Chuang Chuang struggled to
conceive, following artificial insemination, Lin Hui
finally gave birth to Lin Ping in 2009, sparking panda
mania in Thailand.

155,000 Canadian public
workers go on strike

B HT News Network

OTTAWA: About 155,000 federal workers in Cana-
da walked off the job on Wednesday after failing to
reach a deal for higher wages and work-from-home
guarantees, a strike that affects a range of public
services from tax returns to passport renewals.

The Public Service Alliance of Canada (PSAC) union
said contract negotiations would continue, and Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau stressed the urgency of resolv-
ing the dispute.

“Let’s make sure that while this is going on, we are
at the negotiating table,” Trudeau told reporters. “I
know that Canadians will not be terribly patient if it
continues too long.”

Striking workers picketed and waved union flags
in front of Trudeau’s office in Ottawa, one of 250
picket lines across the country.
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District Admn Ganderbal orgamses Block Diwas at Wakura

HT News Network

GANDERBAL, APRIL 20: District
Administration Ganderbal today con-
ducted weekly Block Diwas at Govt
Higher Secondary Wakura for block
Wakura.

The Block Diwas was chaired by
Additional District Development Com-
missioner (ADDC) Ganderbal, Mush-
taq Ahmad Simnani.

The camp was attended by PRI
members of blockWakuraand prom-
inent citizens of adjoining areas who
highlighted the issues and demands
pertaining to their areas.

The demands highlighted included

augmentation of power and water
supply, development of roads, dredg-
ingofirrigation canalsand otherissues
of public importance.

The ADDClistened toall oftheissues
raised by the public and PRIs and
assured that demands raised will be
taken up with the concerned depart-
ments for prompt redressal.

He passed necessary directions to
the officers for ensuring timely
redressal of the genuine concernsand
severalissues were redressed onspot.

Whileinteractingwith the PRIs, the
ADDC urged them to work in close
coordination with the line depart-
ments toensure their timely comple-
tion of works.

gi —

The programme was attended by
CPO, Irfan Giri; ACD, Dr.BashirAhmad;
ACP, Tehsildar Wakura, BDO Wakura
besides other district and sectoral
officers.The Block Diwas was chaired
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by Additional District Development
Commissioner (ADDC) Ganderbal,
Mushtaq Ahmad Simnani.

The camp was attended by PRI
members of block Wakuraand prom-

inent citizens of adjoining areas who
highlighted the issues and demands
pertaining to their areas.

The demands highlighted included
augmentation of power and water
supply, development of roads, dredg-
ingofirrigation canalsand otherissues
of public importance.

The ADDClistened toall oftheissues
raised by the public and PRIs and
assured that demands raised will be
taken up with the concerned depart-
ments for prompt redressal.

He passed necessary directions to
the officers for ensuring timely
redressal of the genuine concernsand
severalissues were redressed onspot.

Whileinteractingwith the PRIs, the

ADDC urged them to work in close
coordination with the line depart-
ments toensure their timely comple-
tion of works.

The programme was attended by
CPO, Irfan Giri; ACD, Dr.BashirAhmad;
ACP, Tehsildar Wakura, BDO Wakura
besides other district and sectoral
officers. The ADDC listened to all of
the issues raised by the public and
PRIsand assured that demandsraised
will be taken up with the concerned
departments for prompt redressal.

He passed necessary directions to
the officers for ensuring timely
redressal of the genuine concernsand
severalissues were redressed onspot.

While interacting with the PRIs.

ADC Kupwara Chairs HADP meet, discusses measures

Dar-ul-Khair Mirwaiz Manazil

for conduct of successful baseline survey, awareness

HT News Network

KUPWARA, APRIL20: To
discuss the measures for
awareness for farmers and
conduct of successful base-
line Survey of Farmers
regarding Holistic Agricul-
ture Development Pro-
grame (HADP), ADC Kup-
wara, Gh. Nabi Bhat today
chaired a meeting of con-
cerned officers at the Mini-
meeting hall ofthe DCoffice
Complex here.

At the outset, the con-
cerned officers apprised
regarding the arrange-
ments put in place for the
successful conduct of farm-
er’sorientation programme
under the HADP in the
district.

The ADC Kupwara
stressed upon the Sectoral
Officers of Agriculture and
allied departments to give
the programme wide pub-
licity using social media
appsand other tools of com-
munication so that mass
participation ofthe farming
community canbeassured.

It was apprised in the
meeting that the Sheep
Husbandry Departmentin
Kupwara district which is
nodal department in col-
laboration with other Agri-
culture and allied depart-
ments is going to conduct
Farmers Orientation pro-
gramme under Holistic
Agriculture Development
Programme (HADP) in all
24 CDblocksof thedistrict.

It was said that the pro-

gramme is commencing
from 24th April and will
cover all panchayats of the
district.

It was further said 133
Panchayat Ghars in Kup-
wara district have been
identified as orientation
spots to cover all the pan-
chayats across the district.

The orientation pro-
gramme shall be conducted

by the Resource Persons
including Gazetted officers
and Supervisory Staffofthe
Agriculture and allied
departments who shall
record and collect the basic
dataandfeedbackfromthe
farmers.

The programme shall
cover45 projects conceived
under HADP programme
in which Audio visual aids

willbe putinto use for effec-
tive orientationand aware-
ness.For proper monitoring
and supervision of the pro-
gramme, each district offi-
cerof Agricultureandallied
departmentshalllook after
3 CD blocks.

Booklets shall be pro-
vided to unemployed edu-
cated youth for massaware-
ness.ADC Kupwara also
asked the concerned to
raiseawareness among the
farmersabout moderntools
and techniques that have
beenincorporatedin HADP
toovercome the prevailing
constraints and use differ-
ent extension methods to
motivate the farming com-
munity in adoption of pro-
posed interventions in the
approved projects.

Meanwhile, the ADC
assured all possible help
from District Administra-
tion for the successful
implementation of the pro-
gramme in the district to
uplift the livelihood of the
farming community.

With regard to the col-
lection of baseline survey
for the holistic programe
the ADCKupwarasaid that
while conducting the base-
line survey accurate and
first hand information
should be collected and
besidesinformationregard-
ing landholding of farmers
should also be recorded.

ADC Kupwara also
directed the concerned staff
and filed functionaries to
keep themselves updated
and additional knowledge.

Police observes Thana
Diwas in Kulgam

Farooq Rather

B DisTRICE poLIeEKULE

THANAT IWAS |

KULGAM,April 20: As a part of public outreach pro-

gramme and aninitiative by Government of J&IK, Police
have observed Thana Diwas meetings at Police Station
Yaripora, Police Station Manzgam, Police Station Devsar,
Police Station Kund and Police Station Behibagh.
These 'ThanaDivas' meetings were chaired by respec-
tive jurisdictional Police officers and were attended by
the respectable citizens of surrounding areas of Yari-
pora, Kanchloo, Kraloo, Kund, Palnoo, Matipora,
Behibagh, Manzgam, Pahloo, Devsarincluding respect-
able members of Augaf Committees, Numberdars,
Chowkidars and Traders Federation.During the meet-
ings, participants highlighted various issues of public
importance. They were assured that their genuine
grievances pertaining to Police will be resolved on
priority and that of civil administration will be taken
up with the concerned departments for their early

redressal. While speaking on the occasion.

District Admn Pulwama tightens noose
around errlng traders, imposes fine

HT News Network

Pulwama, APRIL20: Act-
ing tough against delin-
quent and erring business
establishments, traders &
dealers, the Executive Mag-
istrates and the market
checking squads of FCS&CA
Pulwamatoday carried out
anextensive market check-
ing drive throughout the
length and breadth of the
district, imposing strictly
the directions of Worthy
District Magistrate Pul-
wama regarding rates and
quality.

Theaimofholding exten-
sive market checking was
to regulate price line and
quality control of essential
commoditiesinthe markets
of Pulwamadistrictduring
these holy days.

A team of revenue offi-
cials and MC Pulwama
headed by Naib Tehsildar
Pulwama carried outamar-
ket checkingin order to foil
any bid of overpricing and
to ensure smooth regula-
tion of traffic.
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Similarly, market check-
ing was conducted by the
officials of MC Khrew and
a fine of Rs 1700 was
charged against adultera-
tion and overpricing from
various shopkeepers.

While interacting with
the shopkeepers, the team
members asked them to
display rate lists at promi-
nent places and adhere to
the rates approved, keep

shops neat and clean and
ensure that all package
commodities sold to the
consumers must bear MRP,
Package date, Net Content
and other related informa-
tion.

District Magistrate Pul-
wama Baseer-Ul-Haq
Choudharyearlier said that
no one will be allowed to
resort to overcharging,
black marketing, profiteer-

ing,and adulteration espe-
cially during these holy
days.

He, however,appealed to
the general public to coop-
erate with the Department
and come forward wher-
everany instance of wrong-
doing is found. Public has a
greaterrole to playin check-
ing violations at trade and
other public places, DM
added.

Theviolator traders were
warned of more sternaction
against them in case they
continue doing violations.

Further, the shopkeepers
were advised todisplay the
rateliston the conspicuous
place of their shops and
restrain fromovercharging
andin case of failure, action
as warranted under rele-
vant law shall be taken
against the erring shop-
keepers. Moreover, Butch-
ers /Chicken sellers were
directed to maintain
hygiene/Sanitation & Pro-
vide quality of meat to the
Consumers mandated as
perthe Food Safety & Stan-
dards Act-2006.

Eid-ul-Fitr: Joint team of JMC, SHD conduct inspection
of Mutton, Chlcken Shops in Jammu City

HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL 20: Joint
team of []MCand Sheep Hus-
bandry Department today
conducted surpriseinspec-
tion of Mutton and Poultry
Shopshereindifferent parts
of Jammu city to ensure
availability of wholesome,
good quality mutton and
mutton byproducts to the
consumers on the auspi-
cious occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr.

The Corporation stated
that on the directions of
Commissioner, JMC, Rahul
Yadav, a joint team of Jam-
mu Municipal Corporation
and Doctors deputed by
Sheep Husbandry Depart-
ment, under the supervision
of Municipal Veterinary
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Officer Dr. Sushil Kumar
Sharma, conducted a sur-
prise inspection drive on
the eve of Eid-ul-Fiter 2023
indifferent areas of Jammu
City to ensure the sale of
wholesome, good quality
mutton and its byproducts
to the consumers. The sur-
prise drive was conducted
in Talab Tillo, Bohri, Muthi,
Bantalab, Paloura, Janipur,
Amphalla, CPO Chowk, Nar-
wal, GandhiNagar, Gangyal,
Satwari etc.

During the drive, mutton
shops, chicken shops &fish-
mongers were inspected
and about 20Kg of substan-
dard meat was seized and
later on disposed of prop-
erly. Afine tothe tune ofRs
21,500 wasrecovered from
the mutton sellers for sell-

ing unstamped, unhygien-
ic & substandard stuff.
Notices have also been
served to the mutton shop
owners to install the black

colour glasses in front of
theirshopsandrestrainthe
open display of mutton/
chicken. The owners were
also instructed to keep

separate bins to collect the
daily waste generated on
accountofrefused/inedible
mutton & chicken parts for
further proper disposal
through JMC vehicles.
Municipal Veterinary
Officer, Jammu Municipal
Corporation also sensitize
allthe shopkeepers dealing
with meat/chicken prod-
ucts to maintain hygienic
environmentinandaround
their shops and adhere with
the various provisions of
Food Safety Act, 2006,
Municipal Corporation Act,
2000 and other directions
& guidelines issued by the
JMC from time to time so
that good quality hygienic
meat shallreach to the con-
sumers. During the drive,
mutton shops, chicken

shops & fishmongers were
inspected and about 20 Kg
of substandard meat was
seized andlater ondisposed
of properly. A fine to the
tune ofRs 21,500 wasrecov-
ered from the mutton sell-
ers for selling unstamped,
unhygienic & substandard
stuff.

Notices have also been
served to the mutton shop
owners to install the black
colour glasses in front of
theirshops andrestrainthe
open display of mutton/
chicken. The owners were
also instructed to keep
separate bins to collect the
daily waste generated on
account of refused/inedible
mutton & chicken parts for
further proper disposal
through JMC vehicles.

distributes relief among
Hazratbal fire-hit families

HT News Network

Srinagar, Apr 20: Dar-ul-Khair Mirwaiz Manzil while
expressing grief over the damage to six residential
houses and several shops in a recent fire incident at a
complex outside Kashmir University in Hazratbal,
expressed heartfelt sympathy and solidarity with the
victims on behalf of its patron Mirwaiz-e-Kashmir Dr
Moulvi Muhammad Umar Farooq and emphasised the
need for immediate rehabilitation of the victims.

A delegation of Dar-ul-Khair Mirwaiz Manzil, under
the leadership of its member Mufti Ghulam Rasool
Samoon, went to the Asar Colony and presented rice,
flour, blankets, kitchen kit and other basic necessities
to the victims of the Asar Sharif Welfare Committee,
and expressed sympathy and solidarity with them.

The Millat-e-Kashmir is aware of the fact that Dar-ul-
Khair Mirwaiz Manzil since its inception has been
providing financial and material support to the people
in need during the calamities without discrimination
of caste, creed and religion, and is engaged in the reha-
bilitation of the victims as much as possible. As such, it
has reiterated its appeal to the affluent people to con-
tinue supporting this welfare organisation so that it
continues with its work of providing help to the needy
and affected people.

ECI extends date for filling
claims, objections

HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL 20: The Election Commission of India
has extended the date for filling claims and objections
in connection with Special Summary Revision of Photo
Electoral Rolls up to 6th of May 2023.

According a communiqué issued here today by the
office of Chief Electoral Officer, J&K, the eligible persons
can now file their applications for inclusion, deletion
and correction/shifting of their names in the electoral
rolls on form number 6, 7 and 8 respectively as the case
may be, upto 6th of May 2023.

DFCO team conducts
intensive market checking
in Doda Town

HT News Network

DODA, APRIL 20: Team of Food Safety (DFCO) today
conducted anintensive market checkingin DodaTown-
ship and adjoining areas.

The team tested 25 samples on the spot using MFTV.
This was done on the directions of Commissioner FDA
J&K, with the able support of District Administration
Doda. The team checked the quality and safety of dif-
ferent food items, including mutton, chicken, bakery,
milkand milk products, vegetables, sweets and essential
commodities for consumer safety and public health.

During the market inspection, the MFTV was used to
conduct on the spot test of 25 samples, including milk
(7), spices (4), edible oil (3), and sweets (10).

The team warned FBOs not to violate the FSS Act, as
it is against public health. Violators will be fined under
Section 69 of the Act.

DIPR Cultural Unit presents
cultural program at GPS
Pacca Talab

HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL 20: A cultural program was today
organised by the Cultural Unit of the Department of
Information and Public Relations on the theme Nasha
Mukt Bharat at Government Primary School Pacca
Talab Bahu Fort Jammu.

Artists of Cultural Wing Information Department
Jammu, Vijay Anand, Surjeet Singh, Balbir Singh, Bunty
Kumar, Kamal Kumar and Mukesh Kumar participated
in the event and presented Folk songs, patriotic songs
and theme based songs. Students of the school and
teachers also presented a colourful cultural program,

While speaing on the occasion Incharge Headmaster
of the school Subhash Chander shared his views on the
topic and also lauded Cultural Unit of Department of
Information and Public Relations for organizing the
program to aware the future of the nation.

Among others, staff members of the school, officials
of the Information Department and a large number of
audience witnessed the program.
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Skin Cancer: VaccineMayHelp

Preventit From Returning

new report from Moderna and
Al\r:erck found that a personalized
RNAvaccine incombinationwith
animmunotherapy drug helped reduce the
recurrence of melanoma.

The drug-vaccine combination reduced
theriskofdeath orrecurrence of melanoma,
the most deadly type of skin cancer, by 44%
compared with Merck’s immunotherapy
Keytruda alone.

The vaccine s still being tested and Mer-
ck said they expect to start a Phase 3 trial
soon.

This week scientists have announced we
may be one step closer to getting a vaccine
that can help prevent skin cancer.

Aclinical trial looking at the combination
of a personalized mRNA cancer vaccine
from Moderna and Merck’s immunother-
apy drugKeytrudareportedly showed that
this treatment can work to help prevent a
recurrence of skin cancer.

Keytruda,atype ofimmunotherapy called
an immune checkpoint inhibitor, is now
approved for more than a dozen types of
cancer treatments.

New vaccine along with drugs drasti-
cally reduced skin cancer recurrence

The drug-vaccine combination reduced
theriskof death orrecurrence of melanoma,
the most deadly type of skin cancer, by 44%
compared with Merck’s immunotherapy
Keytruda alone, according to Merck.

Ina press statement, Dr. Kyle Holen, MD,
Moderna’s Senior Vice President and Head
of Development, Therapeutics and Oncol-
ogy,said, “The profound observed reduction
in the risk of recurrence-free survival sug-
gests this combination maybe anovel means
of potentially extending the lives of patients
with high-risk melanoma.”

He added that the company will move to
the Phase 3 melanoma trial soon and will
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also expand testing to lung cancer and
beyond.

Vaccine can rev up the immune system

Thisneoantigen cancervaccineisdesigned
based on an analysis of a patient’s tumors
after surgical removal. The vaccines are
designed to rev up the immune response
torecognize and attack specific mutations
in cancer cells.

While the mRNA cancer vaccine is still
considered experimental, for those who
enrolled in the trial, it could be precisely
what they’ve been hoping for.

Dr. Michelle Brown, executive director,
oncology at Moderna, told Healthline that
thisisjust the beginning of something that
is potentially game-changing.

“When I think of the history of vaccines
and immunotherapies and look at where
we are now, it is clinically significant. But
we are standing on the shoulders of immu-

nology pioneersthat allowed ustointegrate
technologies to generate this personalized
therapy,” Brown said.

She added that when she thinks of the
inflection pointsincancer treatment devel-
opment, a few come to mind.

“First came chemotherapy, which was
very untargeted butitchanged treatment,”
she said. “Then we had the movement
toward personalized, targeted options and
molecular pathways. Then we lived through
the immune inhibitors and the harnessing
of the immune system. And now we are in
the fourth frontier which is the neoantigen
individual approach.”

Vaccine could be a “game changer”

Dr. Hubert Greenway, from Scripps Clin-
ic in San Diego, has performed more than
41,000surgeries for people with skin cancer
and has trained 65 fellows, while also lead-
ing an annual melanoma conference for

more than 30 years.

“I believe we're going to look back at this
trial as an absolute game changer,” Green-
way told Healthline. “Not just for this subset
of melanoma patients, butalsobecause the
success of this mRNA approach also opens
the door for vaccine trials for other cancers.”

Dr. Greg Daniels, MD, PhD, a medical
oncologist and professor of medicine at UC
San Diego who was not a part of this trial,
has been working in the field of immunol-
ogy for 20 years.

He, too, believes this is the beginning of
something new and big.

“Yes, this does take it to another step,” he
said. “Iwould explain this by simply saying
that you have a lot of horses with the vac-
cine. You lead them to the water, and Key-
truda enables them to drink.”

Are more vaccines to prevent cancer on
the way?

Moderna’s Brown said that virtually
everyone working in this field hopes to see
this technology expand to many other
cancer types.

“We're hopeful about what is to come in
other types of cancer,” said Brown. “We
hope thatthese treatments will give people
longer remissions, positive experiences.”

Brown said one issue that she wants to
address is the fact that it takes about six
weeks to manufacture these products —
from tumor blood collection to the sequenc-
ing, selection and manufacturing.

“It takes time. We are looking at how we
can address these things. We are excited
about the potential here but we want to
make sure the experience is a good one for
patients,” she said.

Several other companies are working to
leverage these thistechnology. Theseinclude
BioNTech and Gritstone Bio Inc.

Study Finds Fish Linked to Skin Cancer Risk, But
You Don’t Need To Give Up on Seafood

y

igher consumption of

tuna and other non-

fried fish has been

linked toanincreased
risk of melanoma, but more
research is needed.

Experts say you don’t need to
stop eating fish.

Instead, they suspecteating fish
lower in toxins might be best.

Greater consumption of tuna
and other non-fried fishwasasso-
ciated with an increased risk of
melanoma, the most serious type
of skin cancer,according toanew
study.

Researchers suspect this link
may be due to toxins rather than
the fish itself.

“We speculate that our findings
could possibly be attributed to
contaminantsinfish, suchas poly-
chlorinated biphenyls, dioxins,
arsenic and mercury,” study
author Eunyoung Cho, ScD, an
associate professor of dermatol-
ogy and epidemiology at Brown
University, said inanewsrelease.

However, the researchers cau-
tion against making any changes
to your fish consumption, saying
moreresearchisneeded tobetter
understand the link seen in the
study.

The study was published June
9in the journal Cancer Causes &
Control.

Certain fish linked to higher
melanoma risk

Although melanoma accounts
for only a small fraction of skin
cancers, it causes the vast major-
ity of skin cancer deaths, accord-
ing to the American Cancer Soci-
etyTrusted Source (ACS).

The see if there was a link
between melanomarisk and fish
consumption, the authors of the
new paper analyzed data from
over490,000adults who took part
in the National Cancer Institute’s
NIH-AARP Diet and Health Study
between 1995 and 1996.

Participantsreported how often
and how much fish they ate,
including fried fish, non-fried fish

such as flounder and cod, and
cannedtuna.Researchersobtained
data from cancer registries to
determine how many participants
developed melanoma over the
next 13to 16 years.Theyalsotried
to consider other factors that
might affect a person’s risk of
melanoma, such as body mass
index, physical activity level,
smoking, family history of cancer,
alcohol and calorie intake, and
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participants’ average local ultra-
violet (UV) radiation levels.
Researchers found that people
who ate the highest amount of
fish per day on average (42.8
grams) had a 22 percent higher
risk of malignant melanoma com-
pared to those with the lowest
average daily intake (3.2 grams).
They alsohad a28 percent higher
risk of developing abnormal cells
only inthe outer layer of the skin;

this is known as melanoma in
situ.Aservingsize of cooked fish-
Trusted Source is approximately
85 grams, although this varies
based onyourweight. Astandard
can of tuna is 142 grams.

Inaddition, peoplein the study
who ate 14.2 grams of tuna per
day on average had a 20 percent
higher risk of malignant mela-
nomaanda 17 percent higherrisk
of melanomain situ compared to
those who ate 0.3 grams per day
on average.

For those who ate an average
of 17.8 grams per day of non-fried
fish, the risk of malignant mela-
nomawas 18 percent higher than
those who ate 0.3 grams per day.
Theirrisk ofinsitu melanomawas
also 25 percent higher.

Researchers found no link
between fried fish consumption
and the risk of either types of
melanoma. However, even people
who ate the most fried fish had,
onaverage,only 7.1 grams perday.

NEWS
|UST organizes
Drug De-addiction
Programme under Nasha
Mukth Bharat Abhiyan

Awantipora, : [UST 's Alamdar Memorial College
of Nursingand Medical Technology, charar-i-sharief
, in collaboration with Drug De-addiction centre
SMHS Srinagar organised an awareness programme
under Nasha Mukht Bharat. The programme was
conducted in the premises of Government Drug De-
addiction Centre SMHS Srinagar and was attended
by the inpatients, outpatients, hospital visitors,
hospital staff and nursing students of Alamdar Col-
lege. Addressing the gathering, Principal Nursing
colleges, IUST Dr Asmat Parveen talked about the
menace of drug addiction and the need for societal
intervention to eradicate this menace. She high-
lighted the extent of the problem and said that if the
society does not awake to the problem, a serious
human catastrophe is awaiting us. She quoted sta-
tistics and said most of the drug abusers are in the
age group of 17-33 years, which portends very ill for
the community. She further said that the main objec-
tive of organizing such awareness programmes is to
reach out to masses and spread awareness about the
impact of drug abuse on the individuals as well as
on the society.

Teachingfaculty AMCONMT, including Mr Tabashir
Bashir and Mr Sayed Shahid also talked about the
magnitude of the problem and the need to sensitise
the people about the bad effects of drug addiction.
Students also spoke on various modes of drug addic-
tion, causes, consequences and preventive measures
and rehabilitation. The hospital administration
appreciated the efforts of College in spreading aware-
ness against drug abuse and congratulated the
students for leading the campaign.

Exercise improves brain
health with chemical
signals: Study

Washington: Physical activity is frequently men-
tioned as a way to improve both physical and men-
tal health. Researchers at the Beckman Institute for
Advanced Science and Technology discovered that
it may also directly improve brain health. They
investigated how the chemical signals released by
muscles during exercise promote neuronal develop-
ment in the brainWhen muscles contract during
exercise, like a bicep working to lift a heavy weight,
they release a variety of compounds into the blood-
stream. These compounds can travel to different
parts of the body, including the brain. The research-
erswere particularlyinterested in how exercise could
benefit a particular part of the brain called the
hippocampus."The hippocampusisacrucial area for
learningand memory, and therefore cognitive health,"
said Ki YunLee,aPh.D.studentin mechanical science
and engineering at the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaignand the study's lead author. Understand-
ing how exercise benefits the hippocampus could
therefore lead to exercise-based treatments for a
variety of conditions including Alzheimer's disease.

To isolate the chemicals released by contracting
muscles and test them on hippocampal neurons, the
researchers collected small muscle cell samples from
mice and grew them in cell culture dishes in the lab.

ber and retrieve information.

recent study finds that a
Aéimple memory test may help
redict people’srisk of cogni-

tive decline.

Memoryrecall tests have beenused
fordecadesandimpaired performance
onthese tests hasbeenlinked to mild
cognitive impairment and dementia.

Early detection of cognitive impair-
ment, especially with Alzheimer’s
disease, can help people combat long-
term memory issues.

A simple memory test may be able
to predict future cognitive decline in
people with no current memory or
thinking problems, new research
shows.

The study, published in Neurology,
the medical journal of the American
Academy of Neurology,on Wednesday,
found that people’s performance dur-
ing the memory test — known as the
Stages of Objective Memory Impair-
ment (SOMI) system — could expose
subtle signs of early cognitive impair-
ment that are indicative of future
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memory issues.

Memoryrecall tests have beenused
for decadesandimpaired performance
onthese tests has beenlinked tomild
cognitive impairment and dementia,
says Dr.Irina Skylar-Scott, a cognitive
and behavioral neurologist at a Stan-
ford Health Care and clinical assistant
professor at Stanford University.

Given the study’s findings, future
prevention-focused Alzheimer’s dis-
ease drug trials could selectively
screen for high-risk individuals with
high SOMI scores.

Those atrisk could also be counseled
to adopt interventions, like medica-
tions and healthy lifestyle modifica-
tions, to combat further decline.

“The SOMI system, which subcat-
egorizes participants based on their
performance on this test, is a vali-
dated staging approach for impaired
memory and has been previously
shown to map memory performance
to clinical outcomes and to biomark-
er tests that look for hallmarks of

Alzheimer’s disease,” Skylar-Scott,
whowas not partofthe research, told
Healthline.

Subtle memory issues may predict
later decline

The researchers recruited 969
people, withanaverage age of 69, who
had normal cognition at the start of
the study.

All participants completed asimple

memory test thatasked themtoiden-
tify and recall items belonging to
various categories.

Participants were shown four cards
and asked to identify the pictured
items (for example,agrape)along with
the category theitemwasin(i.e.fruit).

They were then asked to recall the
items, which helped the researchers
gauge each person’s ability toremem-

Those who forgot any items were
given category cluestoseeifitjogged
theirmemory —astep thatevaluated
memory storage.

The participants were split up into
five groups that were based on their
test scores and were tracked for up to
10 years.

Researchers found 47% of the group
were in stage zero, which marked no
memory problems.

Another 35% were in stage one and
13% were in stage two, which meant
they experienced some difficulty
remembering information,and based
on prediction models, may develop
dementia within five to eight years.

Finally, 5% of the group were in
stages three and four, meaning they
had trouble recalling all of the items,
even when hints were given.

Stage three and four are believed
to precede dementia by one to three
years.

Outoftheentire group, 234 people,

or 24%, developed cognitive decline
by the end of the study period.

Compared to the stage zero group,
thosein stagesone and twowere twice
as likely to develop impairment.

The participants in groups three
and four were three times as likely to
have cognitive impairment.

Based on their calculations, the
researchers estimated that 72% of
people in stage three and four, 57%in
stagetwo,and 21%instage one would
develop cognitive impairment after
10 years.

According to the researchers, the
findings support the use of the SOMI
system to predict future risk of cogni-
tive impairment.

“Anon-invasive screening test that
would stratify future memory loss
and cognitive risk would be of great
use for clinical neurologists who care
forand diagnose people with demen-
tias,” says Dr. Clifford Segil, DO, aneu-
rologist at Providence Saint John'’s
Health Center in Santa Monica, CA.
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