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Lt Governor attends Rajya Puraskar Ceremony of J&K Bharat Scouts & Guides

Young Generation Key

To Change:

B HT News Network

JAMMU, APR 21: Lieutenant
Governor ShriManoj Sinhaattend-
ed the Rajya Puraskar Ceremony
of J&K Bharat Scouts & Guides today
at Convention Centre.

The Lt Governor, who is also the
Chief Patron of Jammu & Kashmir
Bharat Scouts & Guides, congratu-
lated the Rajya Puraskar Awardee
Scouts & Guides and lauded their
contribution to the society.

“With its aspirational vision,
Scouts & Guides is leading the
change in society especially by
serving vulnerable section of the
community & enabling the youth

leaders to drive transformative
change,” said the Lt Governor.

LG

The Lt Governor called upon the
youth to follow the rich legacy of
MahamanaPt.MadanMohanMala-
viya and dedicate themselves in
the service of the nation.

“Theyoung generationis the key
tochange and today they are eager
to play a bigger role in sustainable
economicgrowthand social cohe-
sion. With their commitment to
selfless service, Scouts & Guides is
contributing to build an inclusive
& prosperous society,” observed
the Lt Governor.

In the fast-changing world,
Scouts & Guides will have to turn
their voice into action. In the part-
nership withlocaladministration,

16th Civil Services Day

celebrated at Bandipora

on Lt Governor
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Various delegations call
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Kashmir Valley to celebrate
Eid-ul-Fitr on Today

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 21: With the cul-
mination of the fasting month, the
Kashmir valley is all set to celebrate
Eid-ul-Fitr on Saturday.

Jammu and Kashmir’s Grand Muf-
tiNasir-ul-Islam on Thursday evening

ebrated on Saturday.

“There wasno evidence or witness
from any part of J&K about the sight-
ing of the moon on Thursday. Hence,
Eid-ul-Fitr will be celebrated on Sat-
urday,” Islam said.

While the incessant rains played
spoilsport during the last four days,

they must engage in social
Turn....Young Generation.....Pg 02

announced that the Eid will be cel- Turn....Kashmir Valley to....Pg 02

\

NIA Team Visits
Poonch After Deadly
Militant Attack

B MSNazki

POONCH, APR 21: A day after five
soldiers were killed and another
injured in a militant attack, a team of
National Investigation Agency (NIA)
visited the spot here on Friday.

According to the army, its vehicle
caught fire while moving from Bhim-
ber Gali to Sangiot in District Poonch
after being ambushed by militants
amid inclement weather in the area.
Five soldiers had died onthe spot while
one more was injured who was under
treatment. Soon after the incident,

army and police personnel rushed
Turn.....NIA Team Visits.....Pg 02

Advisor Bhatnagar
extends Eid-ul-Fitr
greetings

SRINAGAR, APR21: Advisorto Lieu-
tenant Governor, Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar
has extended his warm greetings to
the people of Jammu and Kashmir on
the auspicious occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr.

In his message, Advisor Bhatnagar
said that this festival gives the message
of spirit of generosity and charity and
helps usher a humane and compas-
sionate society.

The Advisor also said that the festi-
val evokes feelings of brotherhood,
compassion and sharing and also
strengthens the pluralistic bonds of
our country's composite society.

The Advisor also prayed for
Turn.....Advisor Bhatnagar....Pg 02

Avalanche Warning
Issued For Seven
Districts In J&K

SRINAGAR, APR 21: Jammu and
Kashmir Disaster Management
Authority (JKDMA) on Friday issued
an avalanche warning for seven dis-
tricts during the next 24 hours.

“Avalanche withlow dangerlevelis
likely to occur above 2500 to 3200
metres above sea level over Doda,
Kishtwar, Poonch, Ramban, Baram-
ullaand Kupwaradistricts in the next
24 hours,” the official statement said.

“Avalanche with medium danger
level is likely to occur above 2800
metres over the Ganderbal district in
the next 24 hours,” it added.

“People living in these areas are
Turn.....Avalanche Warning.....Pg 02
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Jammu SAISTC
shuttlers qualify
for Yonex Sunrise
Allindia SrN'tal
ranking

B HT News Network

JAMMU, APR 21: Two girl shuttlers
of Jammu based Sports Training Cen-
tre, Sports Authority of India have
qualified for Yonex Sunrise All india
Senior National rankings held at Baha-
durgarh, Haryana.

Nadeem Ahmad Dar, Deputy Director
SAI while congratulating them on Sat-
urday said Unnati Jaral and Krishika
Mahajan, badminton trainees of SAISTC
Jammu have qualified for Yonex Sunrise
All india senior National rankings held
at Bahadurgarh(Haryana) from from
April 11 to 18.

He said that Unnati qualified for
women singles event while as the duo
of Unnati Jaral and Krishika Mahajan
qualified for the women's doubles events.

Both girls are first in the history of
J&K badminton to qualify for senior
National rankings after winning four
rounds in qualification.

Although both girls are in Under-19
age group yet they have performed at
senior level.

Notably, SAISTCJammu shuttlersalso

excelled in recently concluded Inter
Turn....Jammu SAISTC.....Pg 02

Weather improves
after days of rains
in J&K

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 21: Weather improves
after days of incessant rains amid drop in
the mercury in Jammu and Kashmir on
Friday.

The Meteorological Department predicts

mainly dry weather with scattered to fair-

J&K allows Jumat-ul-Vida
prayers at Srinagar grand

mosque after4 yrs

B HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APR 21: After four years, congrega-
tional prayer of Jumat-ul-Vida (last Friday of Rama-
zan) was allowed at Srinagar historic Jamia Masjid.

The authorities had last week disallowed the
congregational Friday prayers which had triggered
widespread criticism from politicians and the gen-

eral public.

Witnesses said thousands of people from different
parts of Kashmir attended the Friday congrega-

tional prayer at Jamia mosque- located in

Turn.....J&K allows Jumat-ul-Vida.....Pg 02

B HT News Network

security situation along the

A Day After Poonch, BSF DG Reviews

JAMMU, APR 21: BSF Director
General S L Thaosen reviewed the

ly widespread light rain or snow over Jam-
mu and Kashmir during the next 24 hours.

Kashmirvalley experienced intermittent
rains during the past several days while
upper reaches received fresh snowfall dis-
rupting normal activities and brought down
the temperature.

Sun appeared in Srinagar today after
several days of wet weather much to the

delight of the people and tourists.
Turn....Weather improves.....Pg 02

Sehrish Asghar
Tops InADP To Get
PM’s Excellence
Award

:"q

national Border (IB) on the Jammu
frontier on Friday, officials said, a
day after a terror attack in Poonch
near the LoC killed five army

Inter- Turn.....ADay After Poonch.....Pg 02

B HT News Network

NEW DELHI, APR 21: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha’s brainchild
and Jammu & Kashmir Government’s
flagshipinter-sectoralinitiative “Mis-
sion Youth”,a specially designed pro-

Mission Youth gets PM’s Award
for Outstanding Contribution in Public
Service, Youth engagement in J&K
CSDrAKMehta, CEO Dr Shahid Choudhary receive award

Terrorism On Rise In J&K B HTNews Network

JAMMU, APR 21: Dr Syed Sehrish Asghar
was conferred with the Prime Minister’s
Award in Excellence in Public Administra-
tion for topping in the execution of Aspira-
tional District Programme (ADP)in Baram-
ulla District.

Launched by the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in January 2018, the Aspirational
Districts Programme (ADP) aims to quick-
ly and effectively transform 112 most under-

developed districts across the country.
Turn.....Sehrish Asghar.....Pg 02

B HT News Network

UJJAL APR 21: Congress veteran Digvijaya
Singh on Friday said contrary to the Centre’s
claim, terrorism cases are on the rise in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, and referred to the latest
attack on an Army vehicle that led to the
death of five soldiers.

The Rajya Sabha MP also raised concerns
over what he claimed were Chinese markings

on the cartridges recovered from the site
Turn....Terrorism On Rise.....Pg 02

o

gram for empowering youth made it
to the highest civil services awards
based on outstanding achievements
over last two years.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

conferred the coveted Prime
Turn.....Mission Youth Gets.....Pg 02

Duty Of Bureaucracy To Analyse Whether Political
Party Misusing Taxpayers’ Money: PM Modi

Modi’s governance reforms infact social reforms: Dr Jitendra
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Addressing the gathering, the
Prime Minister congratulated
everyone on the occasion of
Civil Services Day. The Prime

Turn.....Duty of Bureaucracy.....Pg 02

Day, 2023 at Vigyan Bhawan
here today. The Prime Minister
also conferred the Prime Min-
ister’s Awards for Excellence in
Public Administration and
released e-books on “Viksit

NEW DELHI, APR 21: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
addressed Civil Servantsonthe
occasion of 16th Civil Services
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Young Generation.....

welfare works to complement the govern-
ment's efforts and to develop new youth net-
works to promote peaceful, equal and just
communities, he added.

The Lt Governor also urged the trainers and
teaching community to nurture individual
growth and leadership qualities amongst the
youth.

“Young generation is the main stakeholder of
the future and it is our collective responsibility
to provide them with the opportunities to fulfil
their potential and strengthen their involvement
indevelopment processes,” the Lt Governor said.

The Lt Governor asked the J&K Bharat Scouts
& Guides to actively contribute to drug abuse
prevention programmes.

The Lt Governoralsoreiterated the UT Admin-
istration’scommitment tofacilitate the smooth
operations of J]&K Bharat Scouts & Guides.

On the occasion, the Lt Governor felicitated
the Scouts & Guides from various schools with
Rajya Puraskar Award Certificates.

Sh. Jugal Kishore Sharma, Member Parliament;
Sh Ramesh Kumar, Divisional Commissioner
Jammu; Wg. Cdr MM Joshi, Commissioner J&K
Bharat Scouts & Guides; Ms Nasreen Khan,
Administrator, Bharat Scouts & Guides, J&Kand
Ladakh Chapter, besides Guide Captains, Instruc-
tors, Principals, teachers & students from vari-
ous schools were present.

Kashmir Valley......

people flooded markets across the valley for
Eid shopping on Thursday. The locals had done
most of the shopping for the Eid yesterday,
anticipating that Eid may fall on Friday.

The markets did not see much footfall of
shoppers on Friday.

While the bakery and mutton shops had
witnessed a massive rush of shoppers for the
past few days, the traders complained of
depressed salesespeciallyin Srinagaronthe eve
of Eid.

The joint secretary of the Kashmir Chamber
of Commerce and Industries (KCCI), Omar Tibet
Bakal said the quantum of trade on Eid as per
their estimates used to be around Rs 1500 to
2,000 crores.

“But this year, it will be quite less,” he said,
adding there are multiple reasons behind the
depressed sales.

He said rains, the ongoing works in Srinagar
under the smart city project and lack of liquid-
ity played spoilsport this festive season.

InKashmir, People usually observe Eid-ul-Fitr
for two days and the festival begins with con-
gregational prayers in the morning.

The largest Eid prayer congregations in Sri-
nagar are expected at Hazratbal shrine on the
banks of the Dal Lake and Jamia mosque in old
Srinagar.

The managing body of Jamia mosque- Anju-
man Augqaf said Eid prayer will be held at 9 am
at the grand mosque.

After Eid prayers, people extend greetings to
their kith and kin. Locals prepare a host of
delicacies, mostly non-vegetarian, on the festive
occasion.

Jammu SAl.....

SAI Badminton tournament held at STC
Dhar(MP) wherein they secured a total tally of
10 medals comprising two Gold, four Silver and
four Bronze medals.

Dar also appreciated the efforts of the coach
Touseef Ahmad and congratulated him for this
achievement. This is exemplary and encourag-
ingforallaspiring shuttlersin J&Kand achieved
only due tohard workand dedication of athletes
and coaches, he added.

Weather improves.....

Regarding the rainfall, the MeT office said
Srinagarreceived 0.7mm, Qazigund had 14.6mm
ofrainfall, Pahalgam 9.0mm, Kupwara 16.0mm,
Kokernag 3.2mm and Gulmarg 8.6mm during
the past 24 hours till 0830hours today.

Srinagar recorded alow of 6.2 degree Celsius
against 7.9 degree Celsius the previous night
and it was 2.7 degree Celsius below normal for
the summer capital of Jammu and Kashmir
during this period of the season.

The maximum temperature wasrecorded 7.1
degree Celsius below normal in Srinagar on
Wednesday against 21.1 degree Celsius forcing
people and tourists to wear warm clothes.

Qazigundrecorded aminimumof4.4 degree
Celsius against 7.2 degree Celsius the previous
daywhichwas 3.1 degree Celsius below normal
for the gateway of Kashmir

Pahalgamrecordedalowof3.5 degree Celsius
against 2.6 degree Celsius a day ago and it was
0.5 degree Celsius below normal for the famous
tourist spot.

Kokernag had a low of 3.7 degree Celsius 6.2
degree Celsius and it was 3.9 degree Celsius
below normal while Kupwara recorded a low
of 4.4 degree Celsius against 6.8 degree Celsius
and it was 3.2 degree Celsius below normal for
the frontier district.

Gulmarg in north Kashmir recorded a low of
minus 1.0 degree Celsius against minus 0.6
degree Celsius the previous night. It was 4.3
degree Celsius below normal for the ski resort
on Friday, the MeT office said.

Sehrish Asghar.....

The broad contours of the programme are
Convergence (of Central & State Schemes), Col-
laboration (of Central, State level Nodal Officers
& District Collectors), and Competition among
districts through monthly delta ranking; all
driven by a mass movement.

®© 00 ©

Key aspects for Aspirational District Pro-
gramme in Baramulla include establishment of
Birth Waiting Wardsin Primary Health Centres,
Community Health Centres, and upgradation
of diagnostic services at all delivery points and
Poshan Tracker Tabs for all Anganwari workers.

The Deputy Commissioner Baramulla sup-
ported farmers through mechanism, plant
protection, nursery strengthening, robust root
stocks, quality planning material etcand organ-
ised marketing facility established at Sopore
which s the second largest Fruit Mandi in Asia.

Severe Acute Malnutrition has been reduced
in the district to 0.01 percent from 3 percent
and Moderate Acute Malnutrition to 0.039
percent from 11.93 percent. A two-year para-
medical diploma course has been introduced
for 300 border area students to fill up the criti-
cal gap in the health sector.

Under financialinclusion, 56,215 PMJanDhan
Yojana accounts have been opened in Baram-
ulla District.

J&K allows.....

Nowhatta area in the old city.

Authorities had also stepped up security in
thearea. In the past the Jamia mosque has been
central to protests and also witnessed violent
demonstrations.

Officials said the Friday prayers passed off
peacefully at the mosque.

Anjuman Auqaf, the managing body of Jamia
Masjid, said thousands of men, women and
young people performed Friday prayer at the
mosque Srinagar by prostrating themselves
before the Almighty Allah and repenting over
their sins and seeking forgiveness from their
Lord.

A spokesperson of the Anjuman said the
people at the Jamia mosque were once again
disappointed over the absence of Mirwaiz-e-
Kashmir, MoulviMuhammad Umar Farooq who
isunder house detention for the last nearly four
years.

The spokesperson conveyed the Eid-ul-Fitr
message of the detained Mirwaiz to the people
inahuge public gatheringand appealed tothem
to celebrate Eid with simplicity according to
Islamic teachings.

“They were urged to remember the poor,
needy, backward and disadvantaged people of
society in the festivities,” the spokesman said.

With the peaceful conduct of Shab-e-Qadar
on April 17 and Jumat-ul-Vida prayers, there is
every likelihood that Eid prayers would be
allowed at the grand mosque on Friday.

AnjumanAugafhasannounced the Eid prayers
would be held at 9 am at the mosque .

The Anjumanurged the people to come before
time and show Islamic unity and discipline on
the occasion.

Meanwhile, the Anjuman has demanded
release of Mirwaiz before Eid.

ADay After.....

personnel.

The Border Security Force’s chief arrived at
the frontier headquartersinJammuto take stock
of the security situation, they said.

He was welcomed by Additional Director
General (ADG), Western Command, PV Rama
Sastry and IG BSF D K Boora and other officers.

Booragave adetailed presentationto the DG,
covering all the critical aspects of border secu-
rity and domination on the Jammu IB & Line of
Control in the wake of the terror attack on
Thursday, they said.

ThelGbriefed the Director General about the
general security scenario in the area of opera-
tion, covering the deployment pattern of BSF
battalions and their robust domination on the
IB on the Jammu frontier, they said.

The BSFDGalsotalked to the field command-
ers about recent threats being faced by the BSF
on the LoC and the IB.

Aspecial emphasis was given to the domina-
tion on the LoC and the IB in the wake of recent
incidents in Jammu and Rajouri area, they said.

TerrorismOn.....

of the attack.

The former Madhya Pradesh chief minister
maintained terror activities were largely con-
fined tothe Kashmir Valley, but violentincidents
are now taking place in new areas like Poonch
inthe Jammu region of the Union Territory,and
this was a matter of concern.

Talking to reporters here, Singh said the Cen-
tre had claimed that scrapping Article 370 in
Jammu and Kashmir (the constitutional provi-
sion granted special status to J&K) in 2019 and
demonetisation (2016) will help in fighting
terrorism in the erstwhile state, but figures of
Defence and Home Ministries suggest terror-
related incidents have actually gone up since
these measures were announced.

“A big attack took place in terrorism-free
Poonch which is part of Jammu. Such incidents
used totake placein Anantnagand Pulwana (in
Kashmir Valley)... now terror attacks have
started taking place in new areas,” he said.

Five Army personnel were killed and anoth-
erwas seriously injured on Thursday after their
vehicle caught fire following a terrorist attack
in Jammu and Kashmir’s Poonch.

The Army said the vehicle the soldiers were
travelling in came under fire from unidentified
terrorists and it caught fire because of the like-
ly use of grenades.

“Cartridges recovered (in Poonch) have mark-
ings of China. This is a new thing that has come
to light that such terror activities in India are
seeing Chinese links,” Singh said.

Slamming the Centre, Singh claimed the

Defence Minister had accepted that China had
captured Indian territory but the prime minis-
ter was proclaiming that no one had intruded
into and seized our territory.

This means the prime minister has termed
his own defence minister’s statement as false,
Singh alleged.

He also claimed a Gautam Adani firm with a
Chinesedirector had entered the defence sector
and questioned ifthis was notanissue of nation-
al security.

The Rajya Sabha member said Jammu has
beena peaceful place and the terror attack there
was disturbing.

In the last three years, 1,033 terror attacks
have taken place in Jammu and Kashmir and
177 jawans have lost their lives, Singh said.

“In 2019, this number was 594 and in 2020,
it was 244. Such attacks are on the rise and we
are losing our soldiers,” the senior Congress
leader added. (Agencies)

Mission Youth.....

Minister’s Award for Excellence in Public
Administration which was received by the Chief
Secretary Dr Arun Kumar Mehta,accompanied
by CEO Mission Youth Dr Shahid Igbal Choudhary,
on the occasion of Civil Services Day held at
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi today.

CEOMission Youth, DrShahid Igbal Choudhary
earliermade the presentationbefore the Empow-
ered Committee headed by the CabinetSecretary
Rajiv Gaubaleadingto selection of Mission Youth
inamulti-staged evaluation and selection pro-
cess over last six months.

Mission Youth clinched the top position in
over 600 nominations fromacrossall the States
and Union Territories in the Innovation (State)
category, while second position was bagged by
Gujarat Government’s State Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation (SOTTO). Mission Youth
was selected forinnovationsleading toempow-
erment of youth in Jammu and Kashmir which
included schemes in education, Skilling, coach-
ing, volunteerism and effective use of technol-
ogy foravery transparent and effective service
delivery. Withmore than 61,000 youth benefit-
ted under schemes and close to 5 Lakh youth
engaged over last two years Mission Youth
earned the rate distinction of reaching out to
maximum youth under any such initiative in
the country.

Theaward carried Rs 20.00 Lakh special Cash
Reward for Mission Youth, Citation,aScrolland
a Certificate of Appreciation in favour of CEO
Mission Youth Dr Shahid Choudhary for placing
in Performance Appraisal Dossier of the officer
by the Deptt of Personnel and Trainings as the
PMA scheme guidelines.

Chief Secretary Dr Arun Kumar Mehta
described the occasion as momentous for Jam-
mu and Kashmir UT especially the youth. He
complemented CEO Mission Youth Dr Shahid
Igbal Choudhary and his team for outstanding
performance and contribution leading to such
arare featin a short span of over last two years.
Hereiterated the commitmentofadministration
for taking every step toempower the youth and
steps for a very meaningful engagement.

CEO Mission Youth, Dr Shahid Choudhary
expressed great satisfaction over the very pos-
itive response to the initiatives by youth of
Jammu and Kashmir, and proactive measures
by the departments and especially Deputy
Commissioners in making the scheme a grand
successat the ground level. Pertinently, Mission
Youth hasbeen picked up asa unique cases study
by the Capacity Building Commission of India
in collaboration with Harvard Business School
forinclusionin courses of top managementand
public policy schools.

DrShahid thanked Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha for leadership of Mission Youth and per-
sonal efforts to bring stakeholder companies
and organisations to Jammu and Kashmir. He
expressed gratitude to the Chief Secretary for
complete administrative oversightand support,
effectiverole played by Administrative Secretar-
ies, Dy Commissioners, DECCs and HoDs besides
the OSDs and DD Mission Youth

The Citation of Honour underlines the special
initiatives like Youth Portal, customised liveli-
hood linked schemes like Mumkin and Tejas-
wini, education supportlike Parvaz, Youth clubs
and the effectiveness of District Level Task Force
headed by DCs as many of the unique features
of Mission Youth leading to a sustainable and
effective platform of youth empowerment in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Mission Youth awarded under the Innovation
(State)category for PM award has launched more
than 15 schemes for youth whichinclude Mum-
kin, Tejaswini - for women, Parvaz (Graduate):
UPSC Coaching, Parvaz (XII): NEET/JEE coaching
,Rise Together, Tourist Village Scheme, Spurring
Entrepreneurship, Protsahan, LG Super-75 (Girls
&Boys), LGRolling Trophy in sports, Know-India
Love-India: Bharat Darshan, Skill Development
courses scheme , Youth Innovation Scheme ,
SAHAYETA: youth with disabilities, Scheme for
youthindistress: Psycho-Social counsellingand
Hausla among others.

Duty Of.....

Minister noted that the occasion of Civil
Services Day this year becomes much more
special as the nation has completed 75 years of
itsindependence andis starting to move forward
toachieve the goalsand objectives ofadeveloped
India. He highlighted the contributions of those
CivilServants who joined the service 15-25 years
ago and emphasized the role of young officers
whowill contribute towards nation-buildingin
the next 25 years of Amrit Kaal. The Prime

Minister expressed confidence that the
young officers are extremely fortunate to
serve the nation in this Amrit Kaal. “The
responsibility toaccomplish the dreams of
every freedom fighter of the nation lies
upon every shoulder”, the Prime Minister
remarked as he pointed out the paucity of
time but the abundance of potential and
courage in the country.

The Prime Minister said that the country
is prepared for take off due to the work
doneinthelast9years. He said that differ-
ent results are being obtained with the
same bureaucracy and personnel. He
acknowledged the role of Karamyogis in
the growing profile of the country on the
global stage, for the growing confidence of
the poorest of the poor in ‘Sushasan’ and
for a new momentum of development of
the country. He mentioned India rising as
the 5th largest economy in the world, tak-
ing strides in fintech as India is number
oneindigital transactions,one of the cheap-
est mobile data countries and the third
largest startup ecosystemin the world. He
remarked on transformative changes in
the rural economy, railways, highways,
portcapacity augmentation and the num-
ber of airports. He said that the awards
today reflect the contribution and sense of
service of the Karmyogis.

Recalling his address fromthe ramparts
of the Red Fort on 15th August last year
when the Prime Minister invoked the
‘Paanch Pran’ namely the development of
Viksit Bharat or developed India, breaking
the slavery mentality, taking pride inIndia’s
heritage, strengthening the unity and diver-
sity of the country,and keeping one’s duties
before anything else, the Prime Minister
underlined thatthe energy emanating from
these five resolves will take the nation to
its deserved place in the world.

Dwelling on the theme of this year’s
Civil Service Day being based on the notion
of Viksit Bharat, the Prime Minister said
that the concept of Viksit Bharat is not
limited to modern infrastructure. “It is
important for Viksit Bharat that India’s
government system supports the aspira-
tionsofeveryIndianand every government
servanthelpseverycitizeninrealizing their
dreamsand the negativity that was associ-
ated with the systeminthe previous years,
turns into positivity”, the Prime Minister
added.

Throwinglightondecades ofexperience
afterIndia’sindependence, the Prime Min-
ister stated the importance of last-mile
deliveryin the implementation of govern-
ment schemes.He gave examples of results
from policies of previous governments and
mentioned that there were more than 4
crore fake gas connections, more than 4
crore fake ration cards, and support was
provided to 1 crore fictitious women and
children by the Ministry of Women and
Child Development, fake scholarships were
offered to approximately 30 lakh youths
by Ministry of Minority Welfare,and lakhs
offake accounts were created under MGN-
REGA to transfer the benefits of workers
who never existed. The Prime Minister
highlighted that a corrupt ecosystem had
emerged in the country under the pretext
of these fake beneficiaries. He credited the
civil servants for the transformation that
hastaken placein the system where rough-
ly3lakhcrore rupees have been saved from
landing in the wrong hands, which is now
being used for the welfare of the poor.

The Prime Minister emphasized that
when time is limited, it becomes very
criticaltodecide the direction and working
style. “Today’s challenge is not about effi-
ciency but in figuring out how to find and
remove deficiencies”, he said. He recalled
the time when in the garb of deficiency
eventhe smallaspect wasattempted tobe
controlled. Today, he continued, the same
deficiency is being turned into efficiency
and removing obstacles in the system.
“Earlier, the thinking was that the govern-
mentwilldo everything, now the thinking
isthatthe government willwork forevery-
one”, said the Prime Minister highlighting
the efficient use of time and resources to
serve everyone. “Motto of the government
is ‘Nation First-CitizenFirst’, today’s govern-
ment’s priority is prioritizing the deprived”,
the Prime Minister remarked, informing
thatthe governmentis going up to Aspira-
tional Districts and up to Aspirational
blocks.He said today’s government is treat-
ing border villages as the first villages
rather than the last villages. He said that
for 100 percent saturation, we will need
evenmore hard work and innovative solu-
tions.He gave the example of departments
asking for NoCs and information that is
available somewhereinthe system. He said
forease ofliving and ease of doing business
we will have to find solutions for these.

Giving the example of PM Gatishakti
Master Plan, the Prime Minister explained
thatalldatalayersrelated toanyinfrastruc-
ture project can be found on a single plat-
form and stressed the need to utilize it to
the maximum for better planning and
execution in the social sector. He further
added that it will greatly benefit in identi-
fying the needs of citizens, tackling issues
related toeducation that mightarisein the
future, and enhancing communication
betweendepartments, districts and blocks
while also helping in the formulation of
future strategies.

The Prime Minister stressed that the

Amrit Kaal has brought immense chal-
lenges along with great opportunities. The
Prime Minister elaborated that today’s
aspirational citizens are not willing to wait
for long to see changes in the systems and
thiswillneed our full effort, he said. Taking
quick decisions and implementing them
withspeed hasbecome all the moreimpor-
tant as the expectations of the world from
India have also risen dramatically. As the
worldissaying thatIndia’s time hasarrived,
thereisnotime to be wasted by the bureau-
cracy of the country. “The country has put
its faith in you, work while maintaining
that trust. Basis of all your decisions should
always be the national interest”, he insist-
ed.

Highlighting theimportance and neces-
sity of political parties with different ide-
ologiesinademocracy, the Prime Minister
stressed the need for Bureaucracy toassess
whether the political party in power is
utilizing the taxpayers’ money for the
benefit of the nation. “It is the duty of the
Bureaucracyto analyze whethera political
party is making use of taxpayers’ money
for the benefit of their own organization
orthenation’s”, the Prime Minister contin-
ued, “if it is using the money to create a
vote bank or making thelives of the citizens
easier; if it is advertising itself with the
government treasure or making the people
aware; if it is appointing its own party
workers in various organizations or creat-
ingatransparent process for recruitment.”
Recalling the words of Sardar Patel about
the Bureaucracy being the steel frame of
India, the Prime Minister said thatitis time
to live up to the expectations and prevent
the dreams of the youth from getting
crushed along with taxpayers’ money from
being destroyed.

The Prime Minister told the government
servants that there are two approaches to
life, first, getting things done and second
letting things happen. The firstisanactive
attitude and the second reflects a passive
attitude. People with faithin getting things
done take ownershipinaproactive manner
andbecome the driving force of their teams.
“By this burning desire to bring change in
the lives of the people you will be able to
leave a memorable legacy. You will not be
judged by what you have done for yourself
but by what changes have you brought in
thelives of the people”, the Prime Minister
told the Karmayogis. Therefore, he said
“Good governance is the key. People-cen-
tricgovernance solves problemsand gives
better results”, he said. He gave examples
of Aspirational districts that are perform-
ing better than other districts on many
development parameters due to good gov-
ernance and the efforts of energetic young
officers. By focussing on people’s participa-
tionasense of ownershipis created among
the people and this people ownership
ensures unprecedented results, he said. He
illustrated this with examples of Swacch
Bharat, Amrit SarivarandJal Jeevan Mission.

The Prime Minister referred to the Dis-
trict Visions@100 that are under prepara-
tion and said that such visions should be
prepared up to Panchayat Level. What
sectors should be focussed inthe Panchay-
ats, blocks, district and the state, changes
forattractinginvestment and identification
of productsthat canbe takenup forexports,
aclearvision forall this should be developed,
he said. He emphasized linking the chain
of MSME and Self-Help Groups to promote
local productsand said “Itis veryimportant
for all of you to encourage local talent,
promote local entrepreneurship and start-
up culture.”

Underlining that he has been the head
of the government for more than 20 years
now, the Prime Minister expressed delight
at getting the opportunity to work with
civil servants. He emphasized capacity
building and expressed happiness that
‘Mission Karmayogi’ has become a huge
campaign among all civil servants. He
underlined that the Capacity Building Com-
mission is taking this campaign forward
with full force and said, “The aim of Mission
Karmayogi is to utilize the full potential of
civilservants.” Highlighting the iGOT plat-
form that has been created to ensure the
availability of quality training material
everywhere, the Prime Minister stressed
that training and learning should not
remainaformality for afew months. “Now,
all the recruits are also being trained on
iGOT platformwith the orientation module
of ‘Karmayogi Prarambh’”, Shri Modi add-
ed.

NIA Team.....

to the spot. Visuals showed semi-burnt
bodies of the soldiers lying on the road
beside the burning truck.

Official sources told GNS that a team of
NIAinvestigated at the spotevenasamas-
sive cordon-and-search operation contin-
uesintheareatotrackdownthe “attackers”.
They said army has pressed drones and
sniffer dogs to trace the attackers.

Advisor Bhatnagar.....

peace, progress and prosperity of entire
Jammu and Kashmir.

Avalanche.....

advised to take precautions and avoid
venturing into the avalanche-prone areas
till further orders,” JKDMA said.
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traffic flow. People appreciated.

Amid proper security arrangements by Srinagar police , more than one lac devotees offer Friday
prayers at dargah. Commendable arrangements made by police for visitors and for smooth
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Various delegations call
onLt Governor

HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL21: Adel-
egation of National Award-
ee Teachers from J&K UT
called on Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Shri Manoj Sinha at
Raj Bhawan, today.

The delegation led by Sh
Sunil Kumar apprised the
LtGovernoronvarious wel-
fare issues of National
Awardee Teachers of Jam-
mu Kashmir.

The members of J&K
Rehbar-e-Khel Teachers
Association headed by its
Chairmanand Internation-
al Gold medallist ShNarind-
er Chib apprised the Lt
Governoronthe concerning
issues of Rehbar-e-Khel
Physical Education teach-
ers.

Later, a delegation of
KathuaVikas Manchled by

its Patron Prof. Ram Murti
Sharma, and Sh Sahil Bha-
gat, Sarpanch Kashirah,
Udhampur projected vari-
ous developmental issues
of their respective areas.

The representtives of
Bhartiya Yog Sansthanalso
called on the Lt Governor
and apprised him on the
promotion of Yoga in gov-
ernment schools of Jammu

Kashmir.

The Lt Governor assured
the members of the delega-
tions of appropriate
redressal of theirissuesand
demands based on merit.

Div Com Kashmir inaugurates 4-month
long Exhibition at Kashmir Haat

HT News Network

SRINAGAR,APRIL21: The
Divisional Commissioner
(Div Com) Kashmir, Vijay
Kumar Bidhuritoday inau-
gurated a four month long
Exhibition at Kashmir Haat
Srinagar.

The Exhibition will bring
adiverse range of activites
including Magic Shows,
amusementactivites, hand-
icraftand Handloom prod-
ucts and food courts and
much more.

The Event has been pur-
posely started onthe eve of
Eid so as to attract a maxi-
mum footfall especially the
Gaming zones that have
been set for children.

The bid for the current
season hasbeenwonbythe
SHARMA BROTHERS for a
record amount, and Itis for
the first time that revenue
of such extent has been

generated from the Haat
area.

The DivComemphasized
that such type of activites
should be replicated at
other spots in the Srinagar
city.

Director Handicrafts &
Handloom Kashmir Mah-
mood Ahmad Shah gave a
detailed brief about the
activites the Departmentis
planningtoorganizeinthe

coming monthsat the Kash-
mir Haat area. The Divi-
sional Commissioner (Div
Com)Kashmir, Vijay Kumar
Bidhuri today inaugurated
a four month long Exhibi-
tion at Kashmir Haat Sri-
nagar.

The Exhibition will bring
adiverse range of activites
including Magic Shows,
amusementactivites, hand-
icraftand Handloom prod-

ucts and food courts and
much more.

The Event has been pur-
posely started onthe eve of
Eid so as to attract a maxi-
mum footfall especially the
Gaming zones that have
been set for children.

The bid for the current
season hasbeenwonby the
SHARMA BROTHERS for a
record amount, and Itis for
the first time that revenue
of such extent has been
generated from the Haat
area.

The DivComemphasized
that such type of activites
should be replicated at
other spots in the Srinagar
city.

Director Handicrafts &
Handloom Kashmir Mah-
mood Ahmad Shah gave a
detailed brief about the
activitesthe Departmentis
planning to organizeinthe
coming monthsat the Kash-
mir Haat area.

J&K Hoteliers Club
Sonamarg Chapter
President Farooq Hafiz
Greets People On Eid-ul- Fitr

HT News Network

Srinagar: As The Devotees Across The Globe Celebrate
Eid-ul-Fitr, Marking The Culmination Of The Holy Month
Of Ramzan, Jammu Kashmir Hoteliers Club Sonamarg
Chapter President And Managing Director (MD) of Snow
Land A Chain Of Hotels Farooq Hafiz Greets People On
Eid-ul- Fitr has Extended Heartiest Greetings To The
People In Particular The Muslim Ummah On Eid-ul Fitr.

In His Message, Farooq Hafiz Said That Eid Mubarak
To All Countrymen, Especially Muslim Brothers And
Sisters! "Celebrated After The Holy Month Of Ramadan,
This Festival Is AHoly Occasion To Strengthen Brotherhood
And Harmony In The Society.

The Hoteliers Club Sonamarg Chapter President Takes
This Opportunity To Reaffirm Its Commitment To Promot-
ing ADiverse And Inclusive Business Environment Where
Everyone CanThrive. We Believe That Diversity Is AStrength
That Enriches Our Communities And Economies.

This Festival Is The Celebration Of Sincere Devotion,
Charity And Gratitude To The Almighty. On This Occasion
Let Us Take Pledge To Help The Needy And Work Togeth-
er For Human Welfare And Humanity, " He Said

PUBLICNOTICE

The Electricity connection with Consumer ID No
0206050014248 Registered in the name of Mudasir
Ahmad Wani R|0 Bilal Abad Lawaypora Srinagar is
to be transferred in the favour of Abdul Rashid Jan
RI0 Bilal Abad Lawaypora Srinagar.

Anybody having any objection,May Contact Assis-
tant Execative Engineer PDD Sub Division

Lawaypora Srinagar within a period of 7 days. After

that noobjection will be entertained in any case.
Owner Name

Abdul Rashid Jan
RI10 Bilal Abad Lawaypora Srinagar

LOST OF RC

I have lost front Number of my Bike with Raristra-
tion No JK01L-7687 while travelling Jawhar Nagar
TO Dalgate. Now I have applied for the duplicate of
the same if anybody having any objection in this
regard he/she may file his/her objection in the office
of the R T O Srinagarwithin a period of seven days
from the date of publication of this notice. After that
no objection shall be entertained.

PUPINDER PAL SINGH
S/0 FOJWANT SINGH
R/0 JAWHAR NAGAR
MOB NO 9796740800

LOST OF RC

I have lost RC of my vechile (Etiga) bearing Ragistra-
tion No: JK06B/2648 at Home . Now I have applied
for the duplicate of the same if anybody having any
objection in this regard he/she may file his/her
objection in the office of the AR T O Doda within a
period of seven days from the date of publication of
this notice. After that no objection shall be enter-
tained.

Name;-Sajad Ahmad
S/0:- Mohammad Ayoub
R/0:- Ganda Chali Doda

®© 00 ©

16th Civil Services Day celebrated at Bandipora

HT News Network

BANDIPORA, APRIL 21:
The District Administration
Bandiporatoday celebrated
the 16th Civil Services Day
to recognize the contribu-
tion of civil servants
towards the development
of the Nation under the
theme, 'Viksit Bharat -
Empowering Citizens and
Reaching the last mile".

The event was presided
over by the District Devel-
opment Commissioner
(DDC)Bandipora, DrOwais
Ahmad who lauded the
efforts of civil servants in
achieving developmental

goals across the Nation. He
emphasized theimportance
of publicservice and urged
the officials to continue to
work towards the welfare
of the people and develop-
ment of the Nation.

The programme was
attended by SSPBandipora,
Lakshay Sharma; ADDC
Bandipora, Ali Afsar Khan;
ACR Bandipora, Shabir
Ahmad Wani and other
officers of the District
Administration.

Speakingon the occasion,
Dr Owais stated that the
Civil Services Day celebra-
tion provides an opportu-
nity toreflect on the role of
civil servants in the devel-

opment of the dlstrlct and
the nation as a whole. He
alsoappreciated the efforts
of the civil servants in
ensuring the smooth func-

tioning of the government
machinery.

Dr.Owaissaid the District
Administration of Bandip-
ora has always been com-

mitted to the welfare of the
people and will continue to
work towards achieving the
developmental goals of the
district. The 16th Civil Ser-
vices Day celebration is a
testimony to the commit-
ment of the civil servants
towards their duty and
responsibility towards soci-
ety.

The program was coor-
dinated by Program Man-
ager DIC Bandipora Mehraj
Wani.

Every year, on 21st April,
National Civil Services Day
is celebrated in India as a
token of appreciation forall
officers,engagedinvarious
public departments in the

country, who work tire-
lessly to run India’s admin-
istrative machinery. This
day also acts as areminder
for civil servants, working
in various departments, of
the cause to serve the citi-
zens of the country above
all else.

Atthe culminationofthe
event, various officers,
including ADDC, Nodal Offi-
cer Coordination, ADC,ACR,
ACP, DFO,Tehsildar Bandi-
pora, PM DIC Bandipora,
ExEnPDD Bandipora/ Sum-
bal, DSHO, CAHO were
felicitated for their merito-
rious contributions and
services.

HT News Network

Srinagar, April 20 :- A
police officer has emerged
as a hero in dousing off
flames during recent fire
incident at Dargah Hazrat-
bal.Inavideothatwentviral
onsocial media, SHOZakoo-
raJoneshVarmacanbeseen
at the top floor with fight
fighters while dousing
flames without caring
about his life.On the direc-
tions and permission of
senior police officers of the
district, he first evacuated
the civilians in the struc-
tures engulfed in fire and

SHO Zakoora emerges as hero

in dousing off fire in Hazratbal
People, property our ﬁrst priority:- SHO Zakoora

then started dousmg off
fire.He continued toremain
there till fire was fully con-
trolled and his efforts were
widely appreciated by the
people present there and
on social media as well
when his video went viral
onsocial media. Varmawho
emerged as hero said that
it was big success for Sri-
nagar police that they
ensured no loss of life or

injury in the incident and
stopped fire fromspreading
further.He said thatitisour]
duty that people and their
property should be our first
priority and to save their|
lives it is our priority and
we feel proud to be part of]
Srinagar police.His efforts
are being appreciated by
every sectionofthe society
and even he was appreci-
ated by DG police and oth-
er higher officials.

Notably, few days before
several structuresincluding
some residential houses
were damaged inafireinci-
dent in Dargah Hazratbal
area of Srinagar.

J&K Contractors Coordination Committee Chairman Ghulam
Jeelani Purza Greets People On Eve Of Eid-Ul-Fitr

HT News Network

Srinagar: J&K Contractors Coordination
Committee Chairman Ghulam Jeelani
Purza extends his warmest greetings to
the Muslim community on the occasion of
Eid-ul-Fitr . The JKCCC recognizes the
importance of this occasion to our Muslim
brothers and sisters and extendsiits sincer-
est wishes for happiness, peace, and pros-
perity. Purza in his Eid greetings said let’s
strive for Peace, Harmony & Development
on the conclusion of Holy month of Rama-
dan.lalong with myJ&K Contractors Coor-
dination Committee Team of members
extend my Eid Greetings to all.

The]JKCCCacknowledges and appreciates
the vital role played by the business com-
munity in the development and growth of

our economy.

The J&K Contractors Coordination Com-
mittee takes this opportunity to reaffirm

its commitment to promoting a diverse
andinclusive development where everyone
can thrive. We believe that diversity is a
strength that enriches our communities
and economies.

Once again, on behalf of the The J&K

Contractors Coordination Committee, |

extend my warmest greetings and best
wishes for a joyful and blessed Eid-ul-Fitr.

Jamia Masjid, Dargah witness massive gathering of
devotees on last Friday of Ramadan

HT News Network

Srinagar, Apr 21: A mas-
sive gathering of devotees
waswitnessed in Srinagar’s
Hazratbal Dargah shrine
and the historic Jamia Mas-
jid on the last Friday of the
holy month Ramadan.

Reports reaching the
news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO) said
thatnearly 50,000 devotees
offered congregational Fri-
day prayers at the historic
Jamia Masjid, which
remained closed for the
prayers last Friday.

Thebiggest congregation
was, however, witnessed at
Hazratbal shrines where
the devotees from different
parts of the Valley partici-
patedinthe Friday prayers,
where the holy relic of the
Prophet (SAW) was dis-
played during which emo-
tional scenes were wit-
nessed all around.

Large congregations

were alsow1tnessed1n oth-
ers Masjids and shrines
including Masjid Jamiat-e-
Ahlehadith, Gawkadal;
Asar-e-Sharif, Janab Sahib
SouraAsar-e-Sharif Shehri
KalashporaZiarat-e-Makh-
doom Sahib, Khangah-e-
Muallaand different Imam-
baras.

The biggest congrega-
tional prayers were also
witnessed at several other
shrinesindifferentdistricts,
including Chararishariefin
Budgam, Khiram Sirhama

& Hazratbal Kabamarg in
Anantnag district, Shrines
ofHazrat Sultan-ul-Arifeen
and Sheikh Hamzah Makh-
doomSahib(RA)locatedin
Ahm-e-Sharief and Gund-
pora-Rampora, respective-
ly,inBandiporadistrictand
other Masjids as well.

During the special
prayers, the religious clerics
threwlightonthe teachings
of Islam.

Special arrangements
were putin place including
sanitation, lightening, traf-

ficmanagement, transport
and relevant things for the
devotees, officials said.

“We had alsoestablished
a control room at Dargah
Hazratbal where thousands
of devoteesare expected to
gather for Friday congrega-
tional prayers and to have
aglimpse of the holy relic,”
officials said.

The authorities had also
pressed buses into service
to ferry devotees to and
from Hazratbal Dargah.

Meanwhile, aspokesper-
son of the Anjuman Auqaf
Jamia Masjid, said that on
the occasion of Last Friday
ofthe holy month of Rama-
dan, thousands of men,
women and young people
performed Friday prayer at
the historical Jama Masjid
Srinagar by prostrating
themselves before the
Almighty Allah, doing Tau-
ba-Wa-Istighfaar - repent-
ingovertheir sinsand seek-
ing forgiveness from their
Lord.

4 including Aquaf
President beaten by PDD
employees in Kulgam

HT News Network

Kulgam, 21-Apr, CNS : Four persons including village

head (Aquaf saddar) of Super village in South Kashmir's
Kulgam district were beaten by Power Department Devel-
opment (PDD) employees inside a workshop in Kulgam
yesterday.

Locals said that that on Wednesday due to lightning,
the transformer of village Super was damaged.

"Early this morning the people themselves brought the
transformer to Kulgam workshop and it was not taken off
from the vehicle until late in the evening and when the
president of the village and three man accompanying him
took down the transform from the vehicle this evening.
The PDD employees turned violent", they said.

According to locals, the PDD employees told them to
takeitdown themselves. Later on, the PDD employees got
angry and beat the president and those who were with
him.

Talking to CNS, Aquaf president Super Fayaz Ahmed
said that the employees who were in the workshop were
toorude. “They pushed me down and made me fall straight
and beat me with sticks, I requested Deputy Commis-
sioner Kulgam please lookinto the matter”, Ahmed added.

When our correspondent contacted SE PDD Muzaffar
Ahmed, he said that he will look Into the matter. "Who-
ever is found involved in this will be dealt with strictly",
he said.(CNS)
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HT News Network

SRINAGAR: The Federation of Cham-
bers of Industries Kashmir (FCIK) has
urged the central government to con-
solidate the existing industrial base
in Jammu and Kashmir and its ambi-
tious expansion plans for industrial
development under the “New Central
Sector Scheme” (NCSS) launched in
2021 with an outlay of 28400 Crores
over a period of time.

This was conveyed by FCIK repre-
sentatives to the Director of the
Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Dr Kajal,
and her team of officers in a meeting
held at Sanat Ghar Srinagar. The FCIK
was led by members of the Advisory

Committee, Shakeel Qalander and
Mohammad Ashraf Mir, with the par-
ticipation of presidents of various
industrial estates, including Lassi-
pora, Khunmoh, Rangreth, Zainakote,
Shalteng, Sanat Nagar, Baghi Ali Mar-
danKhan,Zakura, Ganderbal, Silk Park
Zakura, and other constituents.

FCIK representatives conveyed that
the desired transformation in indus-
trial development could only take
place by following the principles of
natural growth, which envisages the
consolidation of the existing indus-
trial base before spreading out for
expansion. While hailing the NCSS for
enhanced industrial development,
they said that the plan also required
achange in the working atmosphere
and system to facilitate existing and

prospective entrepreneurs with flaw-
less services.
Recalling the central industrial

scheme of 2002 launched by the then
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
the FCIK representatives regretted

that the scheme could not bring any
substantial change owingtoinherent
deficiencies. They said that the whole
scheme, spread over more than a
decade, could only attractinvestment
of about 3000 crores, mostly in two
districtsof 22 districts of the erstwhile
state of J&K.They said that NCSS-2021
may, God forbid, meet the same fate
if the problems of existing enterpris-
es were not addressed to boost exist-
ing and prospective investor’s confi-
dence. Theyinformed the visitingteam
thatawhole lot of existing units were
presently in complete distress and
working on meager capacities much
below their break-even, apart from a
large number of units that had already
turned sick.

FCIK suggested DPIIT to earmark a

FCIK Demands For Consolidation
Of Existing Industrial Base

sum of 10000 Crores out of 28400
Crores under NCSS, which could be
utilized for incentivizing existing
industrial units on revival and reha-
bilitation of sick units, diversification,
modernization, and expansion pro-
grams. This initiative could not only
save thousands of crores of investment
made in existing infrastructure but
could also establish a strong founda-
tion for desired expansion plans, said
FCIK members, adding that re-enforc-
ing of existing units had the potential
of generating one million jobs in a
short run. FCIK suggested DPIIT to
earmarka sumof 10000 Crores out of
28400 Crores under NCSS, which could
be utilized for incentivizing existing
industrial units on revival and reha-
bilitation of sick units, diversification.

NCC cadets of GCW Parade

conduct cleanliness drive

on Tawi banks

HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL21: NCC Cadets of 2 J&K Girls Battalion

from Government College for Women, Parade Ground
Jammu, organised a cleanliness drive under the Puneet
Sagar Abhiyan. The drive focussed on collecting plastic
waste near the bank of River Tawi at Har Ki Pauri. The
aimwas toincrease awareness among the local popula-
tion about the importance of keeping rivers, canals and
seashores clean to prevent contamination of water areas.
100 NCC cadets volunteered in this drive, engaging
youth in cleaning water bodies. Cadets also installed
dustbins in the nearby area and interacted with local
residents and shopkeepers/vendors through a street
play to spread awareness about the harmful effects of
littering water bodies and itsimpact on the environment.
Various activities were held under this campaign,
including rallies as well as a painting competition.
The event was held under the supervision and guid-
ance of Principal, Dr SP Saraswat and ANO Lt. Suman

Lata.

Kishtwar administration
celebrates Civil

Services Day

HT News Network

KISHTWAR, APRIL 21: District Administration Kisht-
war organised a programme to commemorate Civil
Services Day, dedicated to reflecting on civil servants’
contributions and planning for their departments’ future.

The event was attended by various district officers,
including ADDCSham Lal; ADC, Inderjeet Parihar; ACR,
Varunjeet Singh Charak along with other officials from

various departments.

The programme also included a live streaming of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s address on Civil Ser-

vices Day.

‘Shahrul Ramadhan’ talent-hunt festival
held at KU; VC chairs Valedlctory session

HT News Network

Srinagar: A day-long ‘Shahrul
Ramadhan Festival’, an annual
activity of the Department of Stu-
dents’ Welfare, was held at the
University of Kashmir on Wednes-
day.

Vice-Chancellor Prof Nilofer
Khan chaired the valedictory ses-
sion of the talent-hunt festival,
which was attended by a large
number of students from the Uni-
versity’s teaching departments
and affiliated colleges.

Three competitions including
Traditional Calligraphy Competi-
tion, Contemporary Calligraphy
Competitionand ‘Naat’ Competi-
tion were held in which students
participated with great enthusi-
asmand passion to showcase their
talent.

Inhervaledictory remarks, the

Vice-Chancellor said such com-
petitions encourage the students
to develop confidence and give
vent to their hidden creative tal-
ent.She congratulated the Depart-
ment of Students’ Welfare for
continuing with the legacy of
holding the Shahrul Ramadhan
Festival, which started in 2009.

Saying that participation of
students is more important than
winning the competitions, Prof
Nilofer said the festivalslike ‘Shah-
rul Ramadhan’ ignite the feeling
of compassion for others among
young students and also encour-
agesthemtobecome good human
beings.

The VC later gave away prizes
among the winners of the com-
petitions.

Registrar Dr Nisar A Mir, who
was a guest of honour, said such
important festivals bring students
fromdiverse backgrounds togeth-

RGN
er to learn from each other and
rekindle in them the desire to
participate in different competi-
tions.

Dean Students Welfare Prof
Aneesa Shafi highlighted the
objectivesofvarious programmes,
including the current programme,

bemgorgamsed bythe DSWunder
the aegis of Y20. She said more
extracurricular activities are in
the pipeline during the current
academic year.

Cultural Officer, Shahid Ali
Khan, conducted proceedings of
the valedictory session. Vice-

Chancellor Prof Nilofer Khan
chaired the valedictory session of
the talent-hunt festival, which
was attended by a large number
of students from the University’s
teaching departments and affili-
ated colleges.

Three competitions including
Traditional Calligraphy Competi-
tion, Contemporary Calligraphy
Competitionand ‘Naat’ Competi-
tion were held in which students
participated with great enthusi-
asmand passion to showcase their
talent.

Inhervaledictory remarks, the
Vice-Chancellor said such com-
petitions encourage the students
to develop confidence and give
vent to their hidden creative tal-
ent.She congratulated the Depart-
ment of Students’ Welfare for
continuing with the legacy of
holding the Shahrul Ramadhan
Festival, which started in 2009.

Mayor meets CS, discusses
issues of public concern

HT News Network

JAMMU, Apr 20: The Mayor Jammu,
Rajinder Sharma met Chief Secretary (CS),
Dr. Arun Mehta here, today and discussed
various issues of public importance with
him.The Mayor discussed the concept of
Construction Surveillance System for
Jammu city under which construction
works can be monitored from the con-
cerned office to stop the ongoing extortion

by Enforcement Officers.

Anotherissue discussed was preventing
Nallahs from falling into river Tawi so that
the upcoming artificial lake in Tawi may
remain clean and hygienic.

The compounding of the buildings made
without Jammu Municipal Corporation
(JMC) permission along with introducing
the Building Bylaws to give relief to the
people and streamlining of the existing
Bylaws was also discussed so that people
can read these laws and get the site plan

approed.The Mar alo discussed the
concept of e-offices to avoid people falling

victim to the clerical apathy and to have

the work done on first come first serve
basis.The burning issue of polythene ban
and narcotic addiction was also discussed

and Mayor stated that polythene use has

in soil.

created alot of problem for modern urban-
ization and has resulted in shrinking and
pollution of water bodies.

He proposed that carry bags made of
cellulose and starch should be put to pub-
licuse as these can get easily decomposed

Kavinder meets Shinde, seeks
cooperatlon for tourlsm promotlon

HT News Network

MUMBALI Apr 21: Senior
BJPleader and former Dep-
uty Chief Minister, Kavinder
Gupta today called on
Maharashtra ChiefMinister,
Eknath Shinde at his office
in Mumbai and sought
cooperation for tourism
promotion in J&K.

Atthe outset of the meet-
ing, Kavinder discussed the
present political scenario
and prevalence of longlast-
ing peace in Jammu and
Kashmir. He told Maharash-
tra Chief Minister that all
thebottlenecks which were
hindering the occurrence
of tranquillity have been
removed by the Modi Gov-
ernment by taking revolu-
tionary steps since 2014

with abrogation of Article
370in 2019 which was the
turning point postindepen-
dence history of India.
The senior BJP function-
ary from J&K urged Shinde
to rope in Maharashtra
Tourism Development Cor-
poration (MTDC) to give
impetus tothe tourism sec-
tor in J&K as cooperation
between MTDC and its
counterpart in J&K can
boost tourismin a big way.

He said that the scenario
has totally changed in J&K
withvistas of opportunities
waiting for the business
giants to establish their
ventures inthe paradise on
earth.

Kavinder appealed to
Shinde to establish his
State’s guest houses and
accommodations across
Kashmir to facilitate the
tourists from Maharashtra
visiting the Valley.

Ramban administration celebrates 16th Civil Services Day

HT News Network

RAMBAN,APRIL21:Ram-
bandistrictadministration
celebrated the 16th Civil
Services Day under the
theme “Viksit Bharat -
Empowering Citizens and
Reaching the Last Mile”.

Additional District Devel-
opment Commissioner,
Rajinder Sharma presided
over the event and praised
civil servants for their
efforts in achieving devel-
opmental goals. Heempha-
sised the importance of
public service and urged
officials to continue work-
ing for people’s welfare and
national development.

The programme was also
attended by Additional

®© 00 ©

Deputy Commissioner, Har-
bans Sharma; District Social
Welfare Officer, Rahul Gup-
ta; ChiefMedical Officerand
Chief Horticulture Officer,
amongotherdistrictadmin-
istration officers.

Harbans Sharmasaid that

the district administration
is committed to people’s
welfare and will continue
working towards district
developmental goals.
National Civil Services
Day is celebrated on April
21 every year, in India, to

appreciate officers who
work in various public
departments. Additional
District Development Com-
missioner, Rajinder Sharma
presided over the eventand
praised civil servants for
their efforts in achieving
developmental goals. He
emphasised theimportance
of public service and urged
officials to continue work-
ing for people’s welfare and
national development.

The programme wasalso
attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Har-
bansSharma; District Social
Welfare Officer, Rahul Gup-
ta; ChiefMedical Officerand
Chief Horticulture Officer,
amongotherdistrictadmin-
istration officers.

MD, KPDCL commissions 33/11 KV, 1x6.3 MVA
Nihalpora Receiving station at Patan

HT News Network

SRINAGAR, APRIL 21:
Manging Director (MD),
Kashmir Power Distribution
Corporation Ltd (KPDCL), M
Yasin Choudhary test
charged 33/11 KV, 1x 6.3
MVA Nihalpora Receiving
Station thereby addressing
the long pending demands
of the people of Patan and
Tangmarg.

The Nihalpora Receiving
station outgoing feeder will
feed power to the people of
Patan which will decrease
the overall demand on the
already existing Patan
Receiving Station thud
bringing respite to the

people of the Patan and
Tangmargby providing bet-
ter and reliable power to
both the sections of the
society through load divi-
sion.

Its is wirth mentioning
here that before commis-
sioning of NihalporaReceiv-
ing Station, part of Tang-
marg and Patan was being
fed from the existing Patan
Receiving station due to
which the outgoing 11KV
feeder was heavily over-
loaded specially during
winterswithapeakdemand
of 12 MWsleading to forced
curtailments.

With addition of Nihal-
pora Receiving Station to
the system, the total load

stands equally segregated
between the two parts of
the society by way of cre-
ation of two separate 11KV
outgoing feedersinstead of
one, whichinturnwill pro-
vide better and reliable
power supply to the people
of Patanand Tangmargspe-
cially during winters.

Meanwhile, Managing
Director, KPDCLalsovisited
Shopian on 19th April and
took review of progress of
various electrical works
being executed by Power
Grid Corporation of India
Ltd (PGCIL).

Theseinclude Augmenta-
tions/ Upgradations of
already existing 33/11 KV
Receiving stations at Land-

oora, Batpora and Reshi-
pora of District Shopian
under PMDP Scheme.

The MD KPDCL on spot
directed the officials of
PGCIL and KPDCL to com-
plete the augmentations
within shortest period of
time, so that the people of
district Shopianwill be pro-
vided with a better quality
of power supply round the
clock and meet their long
pending demands.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion, that with these aug-
mentationsindistrict Shop-
ian, the overall power
handling capacity of these
Receiving Stations will
increase from its existing
32.6 MVA to 56.3 MVA.
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EDITORIAL
Sports Growth in

Kashmir....

Sports have always been an integral part of the
culturalfabric of Kashmir. Inrecent years, there has
been a significant increase in the enthusiasm for
sports among the people of Kashmir, especially
females. This increase in sports enthusiasm is a
positive sign, as it not only promotes a healthy life-
style but also has a positive impact on the overall
development of the region.

The growth of sports enthusiasm in Kashmir can
be attributed to several factors. One of the primary
factorsistheincreased awarenessabout the benefits
of sportsand physicalactivity. People arenowmore
aware of the importance of staying fit and healthy,
and sports provide an excellent platform for achiev-
ing these goals.

Anothersignificantfactoristheregion'sincreasing
availability of sports facilities and infrastructure.
The government and private organizations have
invested heavily in developing sports facilities,
including stadiums, sports academies, and training
centers. These facilities have not only provided a
platformforpeopleto pursuetheirsportingpassions
buthavealso created employment opportunitiesfor
many people in the region.

The growth of sports enthusiasm among females
is particularly noteworthy. Inthe past, girlsinKash-
mir were discouraged from pursuing sports due to
culturaland socialnorms. However, in recent years,
there has been a significant change in attitudes
towards women's participation in sports. The gov-
ernmentand NGOshave launched severalinitiatives
toencouragegirlsto participateinsports,including
providingscholarshipsand creating sportsfacilities
exclusively for women.

Oneofthemost prominentexamplesofthegrowth
of sports enthusiasm among females in Kashmir is
the increasing popularity of football among girls.
Football has traditionally been considered a male-
dominatedsport,butinrecentyears, girlsinKashmir
have taken akeen interestin the game. The govern-
ment and NGOs have launched severalinitiatives to
promotegirls' football,including the establishment
of girls' football academies and the organization of
football tournaments exclusively for girls.

The growth of sports enthusiasm among females
has had a positive impact on their overall develop-
ment. Studies have shown thatgirls who participate
in sports are more likely to do well in school, have
higherlevelsof confidence,and are betterequipped
todealwith stressand adversity. Sportsalso provide
aplatformfor girlstodevelop leadership skills,work
as a team, and develop a sense of camaraderie and
sportsmanship.

The growth of sports enthusiasm in Kashmir has
also had a positiveimpact on the region's economy.
Thesportsindustryisasignificant contributortothe
economy, providing employment opportunities to
thousands of people in the region. The growth of
sports facilities and infrastructure has also created
a demand for goods and services, which has led to
the growth of small businesses in the region.

However, despite thesignificant progressmadein
promoting sports in Kashmir, there are still several
challenges that need to be addressed. One of the
biggest challenges is the lack of funding for sports
facilities and infrastructure. While the government
has made significant investments in developing
sportsfacilities, thereisstillaneed for morefunding
tocreateworld-classfacilitiesthat canattract nation-
aland international events.

Another challenge is the lack of awareness about
theimportance of sportsamongthe generalpopula-
tion. While there has been a significant increase in
sports enthusiasm among the youth, there is still a
need to educate the general population about the
benefits of sports and physical activity.

Concludingly, the growth of sports enthusiasmin
Kashmir, especially among females, isa positive sign
for the region's overall development. The govern-
ment, NGOs, and private organizations need to
continuetheireffortsto promotesportsand provide
thenecessaryinfrastructure andfacilitiestosupport
the growth of sports in the region. With the right
policies and investments, sports can become a sig-
nificant contributortothe economy of Kashmir, while
also promotingahealthy and active lifestyleamong
its people.
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VIJAY GARG

Basiceducationisdefined as primary plus second-
ary level education. It is an evolving program of
instruction thatis intended to provide students with
the opportunity to become responsible and respect-
ful global citizens, to contribute to their economic
well-being and that of their families and communities,
to explore and understand different perspectives,
and toenjoy productive and satisfyinglives. The Right
of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act,
whichwas approved by the Indian Parliament on4th
August 2009, explains the modalities of the provision
of free and obligatory education for children between
the ages of 6 to 14 years in India under Article 21A of
the Indian Constitution. India became one of the
hundred and thirty-five countries to make education
afundamentalright of every child when the act came
into implementation on 1st of April 2010. Basic edu-
cation is the basic and foremost right of every child.
The availability and provision of general education
to the child is not only the responsibility of govern-
ment but also of parents and households. Basic edu-
cation brings awareness among the masses, opens
avenues for opportunities as well as self-advancement
and improvement and reduces chronic and inter-
generational poverty. As afirst step in the creation of
welfare and just society, universal basic education is
anabsolute pre-requisite for sustainable development.
In order to compete with the surrounding world,
childrenare prepared fromvery early childhood. The
firstsixyearsofa child’slife are globally acknowledged
as being the most critical years for lifelong develop-
ment since the pace of development during these
yearsis extremely rapid. This is why basic education
is very necessary for all to go ahead in life and get
success. Itdevelops confidence and helps to build the
personality of a person.

Goals of Basic Education

There are basically four main goals of basic educa-
tion of a child which are listed below.

Read with comprehension, write effectively, and
communicate successfully in a variety of ways and
settings and with a variety of audiences.

Know and apply the core concepts and principles
of mathematics; social, physical, and life sciences;
civics and history, including different cultures and
participationinrepresentative government; geogra-
phy; arts; and health and fitness.

Think analytically, logically, and creatively and to
integrate technology literacy and fluency as well as
differentexperiences and knowledge to formreasoned
judgments and solve problems.

Understand the importance of work and finance
and how performance, effort, and decisions directly
affect future career and educational opportunities.

Importance of Basic Education

Primary education is one of the basic needs of
human. The difference that basiceducation can make
tohumanlifeis easy tosee.There are many important
features of getting the basic education in childhood
as discussed below.

Deprivation: The most basic issue relates to the
elementary fact that illiteracy and innumeracy are
forms of insecurity in themselves. Not to be able to
read or write or countor communicate isa tremendous
deprivation. The extreme case of insecurity is the
certainty of deprivation and the absence of any chance
of avoiding that fate. The first and most immediate
contribution of successful basic education is a direct
reduction of this basic deprivation.

Ideal Society: Education provides a platform for a
decent livelihood. One can take up a job in industry
or another professional service if he is educated. An
educated society can help everyone to grow and
developasindividualsintheirrespective fields. Basic
education helps you become a useful member of
society. Many people of lower income groups have a
good lifestyle through basic education. If we want to

Employment: The means
of economy and money
making have changed
with basic education. Itis
the primary cause of
rising in employment
opportunities all over the
world. Without education.,
aperson canonly
perform lay jobs or labour
jobs using hishands and
legs. but with basic
education. he can work
using his brain. The
advent of the internet,
software and other
technology could perform
well due to education. This
nnakes us generate
colossalincome and
employment
opportunities. Maybe if
people are not educated,
these technologies would
be of no use to anyone. So
such vastincome
generationis possible due
to educated humans.

see the world as a fair place where everyone is given
equal opportunities, basic education is what we
require. Education is a must if we want to do away
withthe existing differences between different social
classes and genders. It opens a whole world of oppor-
tunities for the poor so that they may have an equal
shotat well-payingjobs. Educationalso plays a major
role in women empowerment.

Employment: The means of economy and money
making have changed with basic education. It is the
primary cause of risingin employment opportunities
all over the world. Without education, a person can
only perform lay jobs or labour jobs using his hands
and legs, but with basiceducation, he can work using
his brain. The advent of the internet, software and
othertechnology could perform well due to education.
This makes us generate colossal income and employ-
ment opportunities. Maybe if people are not edu-
cated, these technologies would be of no use to
anyone. So such vast income generation is possible
due to educated humans.

Ability to Read and Write: Basic education gives
the ability to a person to read and write. As most of
theinformationis delivered inwriting,. Thisis because
itisimportant in daily life. An individual with these
abilities is an educated person. He/she able to read
literature, newspapers, magazines and signboards.
He/she is able to get the other people's views and
experiences which resultin enhancing the individu-

Importance of
, Bic(Primary) Education |

al's knowledge. A person with basic knowledge of
education can understand the signboards applied on
roads, shopping malls, bus stands, railways stations
and airports. Moreover, an individual with the basic
education can do his/her daily chores like activities
related to banks, shopping and money transactions
by his/her own, otherwise, a person with no basic
knowledge will be dependant on others just to do his
daily chores.

Communication Etiquette: With basic education,
a person can communicate in a sensible way. Basic
education teaches communication etiquettes like the
sense of speech, use of proper gestures and good body
language. A person having least required education
has a good way to speak and also own other com-
munication etiquettes. The body language of that
person reflects confidence due to education. It will
bedifficult for the person to compose an email, write
a letter or even understand the features of a smart-
phone without basic education. Also, if an individual
goes abroad, he can easily survive thereby learning
the local language. He will learn the local language
easily from the books available in markets for learn-
ing that language. With this, you are able to com-
municate inaproper language with the correct usage
of grammiar, prepositions, pronunciation, etc.

Express Views and Opinions: Basic education gives
the ability to a person to express his own opinions in
a well-mannered way. He is able to communicate
with the mass audience by writing his views in news-
paper articles, writing letters and by making video-
tapes. Most of the famous poets, authors are not so
much educated but they got fame due to their ability
toinfluence people. Thoughit s true that this ability
influencing people is by birth but basic education
nourishes their skill. One can even communicate
professional and personalissuesinwritten form. They
candobyemail, letters,books, etc. Many people write
novels, poems, stories due to their education.

Better Social Harmony: The basic education is a
way by which people of different cultures, religions;
sects come together during schooling, college, etc.
Thus it helps them understand each other better and
stay in mutual harmony. Therefore education can
improve social harmony. Education can guarantee a
better lifestyle.

Difference Between Educated and Uneducated
Person

There is a huge difference between the educated
and uneducated person. Following are some of the
aspects in which both are different from each other.

Confidence: An uneducated person has low confi-
dence in social affairs because of lack of proper
education. This disability will keep one low in confi-
dence in public affairs whereas the educated person
hasahighlevel of self-confidence just because of basic
education.

Respect: Usually, an uneducated is less respected
by society. We generally notice this thing that people
withoutbasiceducation are lessrespected than those
with proper education.

Ease of Life: An illiterate person depends on the
others to read a signboard or write a bank pay slips
etc. on the other hand the literate person does not
depend on anyone and will be self-reliant on most of
the issues.

Learning: An Uneducated person can gain knowl-
edge of things happening around only by hearing
from the others on the flip side the educated person
gains knowledge of happenings by evenreading books,
magazines etc.

GrowthinLife: Foranuneducated humanitis very
difficult tooccupy higher positionsin society where-
asthere are many chances for the person with abasic
education can occupy the higher position in society
proper if proper effort is taken.

Hence, these are some of the important aspects of
basic education which makes it essential in modern
life. If a person does not have a basic education, he
will face different sort of problems in his entire lifes-
pan. Basic education is not just an arrangement for
training to develop skills; it is also recognition of the
nature of the world, with its diversity and richness,
and an appreciation of the importance of freedom
and reasoning.

Vijay GarG Retired Principal Educational
Columnist Malout Punjab
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Celebrating Eid al-Fitr

Significance and Meaningful Ways to Celebrate

IRFAN ATTARI KASHMIRI

Eid al-Fitr, also known as the "Festival
of Breaking the Fast," is an important reli-
gious holiday celebrated by Muslims all
over the world. It is observed on the first
day of Shawwal, the tenth month of the
Islamic calendar, which follows the holy
month of Ramadan. The significance of Eid
al-Fitr lies in the spiritual renewal that
takes place after the month-long fast and
the opportunity to express gratitude to
Allah for the blessingsreceived during the
month of Ramadan. In this article, we will
explore the significance of Eid al-Fitr and
how to celebrate it in a meaningful way.

The Significance of Eid al-Fitr

Eid al-Fitrisatime of joy and celebration
for Muslims. It marks the end of the holy
month of Ramadan, a time when Muslims
fast from sunrise to sunset and focus on
spiritual reflection and prayer. The act of
fastingis meant to purify the soul and bring
one closer to Allah. It is also a time to give
charity to the poor and needy, as well as
toseek forgiveness for one's sins. Eid al-Fitr
marks the end of this period of spiritual
renewal and a time to celebrate the bless-
ings and mercy of Allah.

Celebrating Eid al-Fitr

Eid al-Fitr is a time of celebration and
joy, but it is important to celebrate it in a
meaningful way. Here are some ways to
make your Eid celebration more meaning-
ful:

Attend Eid prayer: Eid al-Fitr begins with
the Eid prayer, which is usually held in an
open field or amosque. Muslims gather to
offer this prayer, whichis an expression of
gratitude to Allah for the blessings received
during the month of Ramadan.

Dress up: It is customary to wear new
clothes on Eid al-Fitr. Dressing up for the
occasion is a way of showing respect and
gratitude to Allah for the blessings received
during the month of Ramadan.

Prepare special foods: Eid al-Fitrisatime

to indulge in special foods and sweets.
Preparing these foods and sharing them
with family and friends is a way of show-
ing love and gratitude.

Give to charity: It is customary to give
charity during Eid al-Fitr. This can take the
form of giving money or food to the poor
and needy. Giving to charity is a way of
expressing gratitude to Allah for the bless-
ings received during the month of Rama-
danand sharing those blessings with oth-
ers.

Visit family and friends: Eid al-Fitr is a
time to strengthen family and commu-
nity ties. Visiting family and friends and
sharing meals with themis a way of show-
ing love and building relationships.

Forgive and seek forgiveness: Eid al-Fitr
is a time to forgive and seek forgiveness.
Muslims are encouraged to forgive those
who have wronged them and seek forgive-
ness from those they have wronged. This
isaway of purifying the soul and building
stronger relationships with others.

Eid al-Fitrisatime of joy and celebration
for Muslims.Itisatime toexpress gratitude
to Allah for the blessings received during

the month of Ramadan and to celebrate
the spiritual renewal that takes place dur-
ing this time. By celebrating Eid al-Fitr in
ameaningful way, we can strengthen our
faith, build stronger relationships with
others, and deepen our sense of gratitude
and compassion.

Inaddition to the above-mentioned ways
of celebrating Eid, it isimportant toremem-
ber the less fortunate and marginalized
members of society. Instead of spending
extravagantly on new clothes and lavish
meals, consider donating to charities or
volunteering your time to help those in
need.

One way to make a difference is to cel-
ebrate Eid with the poor and underprivi-
leged members of your community. Invite
them to your home or visit a local charity
organization and offer to spend time with
those who may be alone or in need of
companionship. Share a meal, exchange
gifts,and spread joy and happiness to those
who may not have the means to celebrate
the holiday in the same way.

Donate to charity organizations

with Charity and Compassion

Anotherwayto celebrate Eid inamean-
ingful wayis todonate to charity organiza-
tions thatsupport those in need. This could
include food banks, orphanages, or orga-
nizations that provide medical assistance
and education to underprivileged com-
munities. By making a donation, you can
ensure thatthose who are struggling have
access to the resources they need to cel-
ebrate Eid and live a better life.

Finally, consider using this time of cel-
ebrationtoreflect onthe blessingsin your
own life and show gratitude for all that
you have. Take the opportunity to spend
time with loved ones, connect with those
who may be far away, and appreciate the
moments of joy and happiness that come
with celebrating Eid.

Eid al-Fitr is a time of joy, celebration,
and reflection. By celebrating in a mean-
ingful way, we candeepenourunderstand-
ing of the significance of this holiday and
spread happiness to those around us. This
year, let us not forget to help those in need
and celebrate Eid with simplicity and humil-
ity, spreading love and kindness to all.

Celebrating Eid with the poor and help-

ing the needy, we should also be mindful
ofthe wastage of food during the festivities.
It is important to remember that many
people around the world struggle to find
their next meal, and throwing away food
is a waste of precious resources.

To address this issue, we can take steps
to reduce food waste during Eid celebra-
tions by planning our meals carefully,
avoiding over-preparation, and sharing
excess food with our neighborsand friends.
Additionally, we can donate excess food
to local charities or food banks.

However, it is important to ensure that
any donations are made in a responsible
and respectful manner. Donations should
be given discreetly, without revealing the
identity of the poor or needy individuals
who arereceivingassistance. This can help
to protect their dignity and avoid any
potential damage to social relations with-
in the community.

By celebrating Eid in a meaningful way;,
and by making efforts to help the poorand
avoid food wastage, we can truly embody
the spirit of this important holiday and
create a more compassionate and caring
world for all.

Celebrating Eid with people from other
religions is a beautiful way of promoting
unity and understanding. It is a perfect
opportunity to showcase the peaceful and
joyous nature of Islam. By inviting our non-
Muslim friends and neighbors to join in our
Eid celebrations, we canshow themthe true
spirit of our religion and how it promotes
compassion, love, and respect for all.

Moreover, celebrating Eid with people
from different backgrounds and cultures
is an excellent way to build bridges of
friendship and understanding.Itisachance
tolearnfromoneanother, share traditions,
and appreciate diversity. The more we
interact and learn from each other, the
more we can create a peaceful and har-
monious society.

In the end, celebrating Eid with people
from different religions is a great way to
promote peace, love,and understanding. Let
usallcome togetheron this auspicious occa-
sionand show the world the beauty of Islam
and the importance of unity in diversity.

The Author is a Renowned Social
Activist/ Writer , President of Tehreek-
e-Naujawan & Student Of
Cybersecurity, Email:- askirfanattari@
gmail.com

India-US Defence Relationship
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Indiaand US conducted anair exercise in the North-
east’sPanangarh, Indian Air Force station. Itisa crucial
sector under the Indian Army Eastern Command,
wherein the country’s strike corps for our adversary
is located. This exercise will see the involvement of
bothtransportaircrafts and fighter aircrafts. The Cope
India 23, the bilateral exercise between IAF and USAF,
aims to enhance mutual understanding between the
two air forces and share their best practices. Two air
forces will work on air mobility and involve transport
aircrafts and special forces assets. Thisis the first phase
of the exercise; subsequently, it will cover Kalaikunda
and Agra, the Indian Air Force bases.

In addition to this exercise, India will participate in
another multilateral exercise with Greecelater thismonth,
where mainly NATO countries will participate. Theseare
the routine exercises that various arms of the Indian
Armed Forces undertake yearly with friendly countries.

The India-US defence and security relations have
witnessed significant progress in recent years, driven
by their shared interests and strategic objectives. The
cooperation between the two countries hasexpanded
across various domains, including military exercises,
intelligence sharing, defence technology and trade,
and collaborative research and development. As the
strategic partnership continues to evolve, it is expect-
ed to play a crucial role in shaping the regional secu-
rity dynamics in the Indo-Pacific region.

One of the critical aspects of the India-US defence
and security relations is their collective visualisation
of afree, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific region. Both

Indiaand US acknowledge the significance of maritime
security and freedom of navigation in the Indo-Pacif-
ic and have conjoined in areas such as anti-piracy
operations, maritime domain awareness,and human-
itarian assistance and disaster relief measures.

India-US relations have strategic and economic
shared interests based on democratic values. India
aspires to become a $ 5 trillion economy, and self-
relianceindefence manufacturingis the key areawhere
the focus has to be laid. India has a liberalised policy
of defence manufacturingand established two Defence
Industrial Corridors in UP and Tamil Naidu. This can
help India to become a crucial partner in the global
defence supply chain. Moreover, Buy (Global)-Manu-
facture in India avenue for sourcing large platforms
foroverseas tomanufacture and sellinIndiaand abroad
will further boost the economy.

The US has started supplying defence equipment to
India in the past decade. There have been significant
American defence companies which have invested in
India. India and US defence partnership is anticipated to
grow further in the coming days. India has gained from
the sophisticated technology supported by the US. A
technological gap between India and China needs to be
bridged. Indeed, the US can help India in this regard.

Both India and US have initiated actions which
indicate the seriousness of defence and security rela-
tions. The US Government has recognised India as
Major Defence Partner and committed to working
toward facilitating technology sharing with India. The
US share such technologies with close allies only. Major
Defence Partner designation and Strategic Trade
Authorisation-1 are unique to India as the US eases
higher technology product sales restrictions to India.

The US-India defence partnership has grown by over
USD 21 Billion and has tremendous potential to grow
further.The 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue between Indiaand
theUShavebeenthedrivingforce of partnership between
the two countries. The US-India Defence Technology and

Trade Initiative (DTTI) is a mechanism focused on creat-
ing new areas of technology cooperation through co-
development and co-production in the defence sector.
Indiaisasignificant playerin the Indo-PacificRegion,
which many countries, including the US, have recog-
nised. The US has renamed its oldest and strategically
important (US Pacific Command)as Indo-Pacific Com-
mand. QUAD, which comprises India, the US, Japan,
and Australia, leaders of these countries have resolved
to work together closely to advance the shared values
and promote a secure, stable and prosperous Indo-
Pacific Region. During his visit to Indiain 2021, The US
Secretary of Defence, Llyod Austin, reinforced the US’s
commitment to a comprehensive and a forward-
looking defence partnership with India as a central
pillar ofapproach to the Indo-Pacific Region. Consider-
ingthisregion’s potential and new strategic dynamics,
such a critical partnership must remain robust.
Technology dominance will be a decisive factor in
the forthcoming battles. Technology development to
meet our future warfighting capability should focus
on a broad-based programme encompassing all
defence-related sciences. The strategy should guaran-
tee that we can develop and transform advanced
technology into a reasonable and critical military
capability considering affordability, timeliness, dual-
use, technology base and modular design. This would
enable the country’s R&D establishments to focus on
specific capability requirements and work out appro-
priate technologies needed to fulfil these requirements.
Identifying critical technologies that are likely to be
denied and efforts concentrated on indigenous devel-
opment of these technologies would be possible. The
focus should be on the emerging areas of warfare that
have beenidentified as essential for joint warfighting.
Chinais makingabigbet ondisruptive technologies
such as Al, advanced robotics, quantum computing,
hypersonic systems, new materials and renewable
energy to create military dominance. At the same time,

India’s developments in military science & technology
appear to lag behind in scale, pace, steadiness and
content. The help of the US is required the most in the
development of military science and technology.
Ultimately aim is to amalgamate incongruent tech-
nologies into a weapon system.

But the moot question is whether or not the Indian
Armed Forces have the technology and wherewithal
to defend the integrity and sovereignty of the nation.
The answer is yes, and it has been demonstrated
repeatedly. But if the question is whether they have
adequate technology in the embryonic multi-domain
environment as befitting a rising power, the answer
is not yet. This aspect needs further elaboration.

Geopolitics changes have brought the world’s two
largest democracies together. The Indo-US ties have
grownmorerobustinthe pastdecade. Liberalised defence
policy makes India a manufacturing destination for US
companies to increase their investment in India. The
significant factors contributing toward strengthening
Indo-US ties in the military and security sector are a
requirement of geostrategic partnership in the Indo-
Pacific Region, safeguarding the national interests and
addressing the disrupting global supply chains.

India is focused on implementing reforms in the
defence sector-indigenous production and technology
absorption, and the US need to embrace technology
transfer and co-development in India. This will help
Indiatobecome anintegral part of the global strategic
defence market. Further joint exercises between India
and the USwould enable them to handle contingencies
and focus on critical strategic areas. India will get
benefitted tremendously from the technology influx
as it will create jobs and infrastructure.

The relationship between India and the USis bound
togrow robustin the years to come despite the domes-
tic political landscapes in both countries. The urgent
requirement is to outline the contours of the relation-
ship on a sustainable basis.

Views,Opinions, facts etc Expressed by the Authors are their Own and Headlines Today doesn't acknowledge the viewpoint in any manner. And the claims made by the advertisers,
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"Pandemic Still Not Over™:
Centre Asks 8 States To Keep
Eye On Covid Cases

HT News Network

New Delhi: The centre has asked
eight states to keep a close watch on

indicate a possiblelocalised spread of

infection.

"This has necessitated a closer look
at these states and districts (high
daily cases and/or high test positivity

\
A\ f
st

the COVID-19 situation amid rising
positivity rate, or infections per 100
tests.

"The pandemicis still not over,and
we must remain cautious against
laxity at any level, which may nullify
the gains made in pandemic manage-
ment so far,” Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said in a letter to the
eight states.

Mr Bhushan said while hospitalisa-
tionrate and deaths due to Covid have
remained low, states and districts
reporting higher number of cases may

rates) and the need to institute req-
uisite public health measures to con-
trol and contain such surges in the
initial stages,” MrBhushansaidinthe
letter.

The eight states that received the
letter are Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Kerala, Kar-
nataka, Haryana and Delhi.

The number of districts in these
states with over 10 per cent positiv-
ity rate is UP (1), Tamil Nadu (11), Raj-
asthan (6), Maharashtra (8), Kerala
(14), Haryana (12) and Delhi (11).

The centre asked the states to
strengthen Covid surveillance in all
districts and monitor trends of influ-
enza-likeillness (ILI)and severe acute
respiratory infection (SARI) cases.

The states have beentold toincrease
the number of positive samples sent
forwhole genome sequencing through
the INSACOG network oflaboratories,
especially from any new clusters of
casesdetected in the community. The
Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Con-
sortium (INSACOG) is a consortium
of 54 laboratories to monitor the
genomicvariationsinthe coronavirus.

India recorded 11,692 new Covid
cases, while active cases have
increased to 66,170, according to the
Health Ministry data updated today.

In the national capital, Covid cases
have stabilised and are likely to fallin
the coming days, Delhi Health Min-
ister Saurabh Bharadwaj told news
agency PTL

Post a comment

"Covid cases have sort of stabilised.
Recently, it was being said that the
cases were showing an upward trend.
Now, it is likely to taper down in the
coming days," he said. "In most of
these cases, patients had serious ill-
nesses for a long time and Covid was
incidental. But any death is unfortu-
nate, and it should not happen,” he
added.

Assam, Nagaland Agree To Go Ahead With
Oil Exploration Along State Border

HT News Network

New Delhi: Assam and
Nagaland Chief Ministers
Himanta Biswa Sarma and
NeiphiuRio have agreedin
principle to go ahead with
oil exploration in areas
alongtheirdisputed bound-
ary for the economic ben-
efit of both states.

Himanta Sarma and
Neiphiu Rio reached an
understanding during a
meeting Thursday night,
hours after Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh govern-
ments signed anagreement
to resolve their over five-
decade-old border dispute.

Assamand Nagaland are
exploring all options to
bringanend tothe decades-
old border imbroglio in an
amicable manner,anAssam
government statement
said.

During their one-to-one
discussion here, the two
chief ministers discussed
issues of mutual interest
and collaboration on oil
explorationalong theinter-
state boundary, it said.

MrRiotold reporters that
Assam and Nagaland have
in principle decided to go
for an MoU on oil explora-
tion in the disputed areas
sothatoil can be extracted

androyalties canbe shared
between the neighbouring
states.

"Once it is formalised,
there is huge potential for
exploration of oil inside
Nagaland also.And to move
forward as the country
needs oil in a big way," he
said.

Mr Sarma tweeted:
"Happy to have got an
opportunity tospend time
with Hon'ble ChiefMinister
of Nagaland @Neiphiu_Rio
Ji at Assam House, New
Delhi. We had an engaging
discussion onbringing clo-
sure tothe ongoing bound-
aryissue and otherareas of
mutual gains and collabora-
tion."

The Nagaland chief min-
ister said he had a fruitful
discussion with his Assam

counterpart on the out-of-
court settlement of the
boundary dispute with the
supportand cooperation of
ethnic groups from both
sides.

"We have discussed
aboutourborderand devel-
opmentissues.Because we
have towork together, sup-
port one another and how
to go forward," he said.

Assam and Nagaland
share a 434 km border.

The boundary dispute
between the two states is
more than six decades old
and has been marked by
several skirmishes. In the
last major clash, in 1985 at
Merapani, in present-day
Golaghatdistrict,41 people,
including 28 Assam police-
men, were killed.

There have been several

attempts by the Centre to
resolve the issue.

Mr Rio said the govern-
ments of Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh have
signedanagreementonthe
borderdispute and likewise
"wearealsodiscussinghow
we should settle our border
dispute outside the court
with the support of ethnic
groups from both
sides""Onceitisformalised,
there is huge potential for
exploration of oil inside
Nagalandalso.And tomove
forward as the country
needs oil in a big way," he
said.

Mr Sarma tweeted:
"Happy to have got an
opportunity to spend time
with Hon'ble Chief Minister
of Nagaland @Neiphiu_Rio
Ji at Assam House, New
Delhi. We had an engaging
discussion onbringing clo-
sure to the ongoing bound-
aryissue and other areas of
mutual gainsand collabora-
tion."

The Nagaland chiefmin-
ister said he had a fruitful
discussion with his Assam
counterpart on the out-of-
court settlement of the
boundarydispute with the
supportand cooperation of
ethnic groups from both
sides.

ment: Sources

Assam Congress Likely To
Suspend Woman Who
Accused Leader Of Harass-

"No Challenge To PM Modi In
2024": Nitish Kumar’s Former

Arvind Kejriwal criticises law

& order situation in Delhi

HT News Network
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B HT News Network

Guwahati: The Assam Congress is likely to suspend its
formeryouthwing chief Angkita Dutta, whohasaccused
the Indian Youth Congress president Srinivas BV of
harassmentand discrimination, sources said on Friday.
According to sources, the Assam Pradesh Congress
Committee (APCC) has found Ms Dutta's allegations
"baseless and politically motivated" and has decided
to take disciplinary action against her for tarnishing
the image of the party and its leaders.

Ms Dutta, who had filed a complaint against Mr Srini-
vas at Dispur police station on Wednesday, was sum-
moned by the Criminal Investigation Department (CID)
of Assam Police on Thursday over the case.

Sources said that the CID is likely to register a First
Information Report or FIR against Mr Srinivas based on
Ms Dutta's complaint and will conduct a thorough
investigation into the matter.

EAM arrives in Guyana,
looks forward to produc-
tive visit

B HT News Network

New Delhi/Georgetown (Guyana), Apr 21 (UNI) Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar arrived in Guyana on
a three-day official visit, his first as foreign minister.
He said he looks forward toa productive visit.He arrived
onThursday night,and wasreceived at the CheddiJagan
International Airport, Timehri by Minister of Foreign
Affairs Hugh Todd.

In a tweet, the EAM said:

“Arrived in Georgetown, Guyana to a warm reception
from FM Hugh Todd.

“Look forward to a productive visit.”EAM Jaishankar is
leading a six-member delegation on an official visit to
Guyana. A packed agenda has been planned.

“We [have been] working very assiduously over the past
few years where we are actively engaging with Guyana
fromIndia, working on many new projects [and] build-
ing a strong partnership,” India’s High Commissioner
to Guyana, K] Srinivasa said during a pre-arrival press
conference on Wednesday.

India records 11,692 Covid
cases with 19 deaths in 24
hours

HT News Network

New Delhi, Apr 21 (UNI) India recorded 11,692 fresh
cases of Covid -19 during the last 24 hours as per the
latest update by the Ministry of health and Family
Welfare on Friday.With the addition of these cases the
active caseload stood at 66,170 which is 0.15 per cent
of the total cases as per the Health Ministry.

The death toll has risen to 531,258 with 19 new deaths
reported in the last 24 hours from various parts of the
country.

Asmany as 10,780 patients recovered from the disease
in the last 24 hours. The total number of people who
have recuperated from the disease is 4.42 crore
(4,42,72,256)

HT News Network

Patna: Former]D(U)parliamentaryboard
chief Upendra Kushwaha, who met Union
Home Minister Amit Shah the previous
day, on Friday asserted that he saw “no
challenge” to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

Talking to reporters at the airport upon
returning from Delhi, Mr Kushwaha also
scoffed at Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar's efforts to achieve “opposition
unity”, pointing out that only those parties
were with the JD(U) supreme leader with
whom he had an alliance in the state.

“You all are free to make speculations. I
will disclose only as much as I deem prop-
er”, Mr Kushwaha said when asked by
reporters as to what transpired during his
conversation with Shah on Thursday eve-
ning.Toapointed query astowhetherentry
into the NDA was on the agenda, Mr Kush-
waha, who formed Rashtriya Lok Janata
Dal after breaking away with JD(U) a few
months ago, said “I do not find myself in

Aide Meets Amit Shah

N |

the position to divulge many details. When
the time comes, I will speak more”.
Notably, Mr Kushwaha had formerly
been an NDA ally, while he was heading
Rashtriya Lok Samata Party, and enjoyed
a ministerial berth in the first Narendra
Modiministry. He quit the BJP-led coalition
ahead of the 2019 Lok Sabha polls and
sided with the ‘Mahagathbandhan' which
then included R]D, Congress and a couple
of other smaller parties.However, he grew
disillusioned by the time assembly polls
were scheduled a year later, and he fought
the elections as part of a motley coalition.

New Delhi, Apr 21 (UNI) Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on Friday with-
out naming anyone criticised the law and
order situationin the national capital after
afiringincident took place at Delhi’s Saket
Court premises.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
criticized the current Law & Order situation
in the national capital and tweeted, “The
law and order situation in Delhi has com-
pletely broken down. Instead of obstruct-
ing the work of others and doing dirty
politics on everything, everyone should
focus on their own work. And if he does
not manage, then he should resign so that
someone else can do it.”

Earlier in the morning, a firing incident
took place outside South Delhi’s Saket Court
no 3, sources said.

It is reported that around four rounds
were fired by a person who dressed up as
alawyer. Awomanwasinjured during the
incident of firing, now she hasbeen rushed
to a nearby hospital for treatment, sourc-
es said.

Several teams of Delhi Police have
reached the spotand started investigating
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the matter and trying to ascertain the
reason of the firing incident, sources said.

When the Delhi Police was contacted

regarding this incident, officials said
theywould share the details soon as inves-
tigationis underway. Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal criticized the current Law
& Order situation in the national capital
and tweeted, “The law and order situation
in Delhi has completely broken down.
Instead of obstructing the work of others
and doing dirty politics on everything,
everyone should focus on theirownwork.
Andifhe does not manage, then he should
resign so that someone else can do it.”

Earlier in the morning, a firing incident
took place outside South Delhi’s Saket Court
no 3, sources said.
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UNICEF supported cold chain
point improves efficiency of RI
process in Jharkhand

HT News Network

ported cold chain point
improves efficiency of RI
process in J'khand

New Delhi, Apr 21 (UNI)
Apublichealth centre (PHC)
atNagriblockinJharkhand's
Ranchi district has set an
example onhow toimprove
the efficiency of theroutine
immunization (RI) process
and the overall effective-
nessof the health centre by
setting up a cold chain
point.

Thestoryrevolvesaround
the PHC at Nagri block
which struggled to be effi-
cient foralongtime. One of
the prominentreasonswas
thelackofacold chain point.

The lack of a cold chain
point led to delays in the
vaccination process, which
prompted mothers to move
from one PHCto anotherin
search of vaccines. This
resultedindelayed vaccina-

tion and immunization
dropouts, as per the 'The
State of the World'’s Children
(SOWCQ)- 2023’ report
released by the United
Nations International Chil-
dren's Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) on Thursday.
According to the report,
UNICEF's advocacy helped
increatinganew cold chain
point which has trans-
formed the PHC and
improved the RI process.
UNICEF's periodic effec-

tive vaccine management
(EVM) assessments, advo-
cacy efforts, and capacity-
building

initiatives have been cru-
cialinensuring fullimmun-
isation coverage in
Jharkhand, it claimed.

The report reads, "UNI-
CEFused EVM assessments
to periodically monitor the
condition of cold chain
points and storage units.
Afteridentifying the centres
requiring additional cold

chainpoints, itinstalled an
ice lined refrigerator and a
deep freezer at the Nagri
PHC to minimise vaccine
travel time. Toimprove the
capacity of cold chain han-
dlers, it provided training
and backup support, such
assolarequipment procure-
ment, to

immunization centres,
and monitored information
systems."

"The pandemic (Covid)
andalackofequipmentand
trained personnel initially
delayed the cold chain's
activation. However, UNI-
CEF continued to strength-
enthe capacity of cold chain
handlers in all districts,
including training Sushma
Manjula Lakra at Nagri
PHC,identifying missed-out
children, enrolling themin
the vaccination pro-
gramme, supporting the
supply chain,and managing
information systems," it
said.

SC grants 4 wks protection
to Opindia editor & CEO

HT News Network

New Delhi, Apr 21(UNI) Supreme Court of India has
granted four weeks of protection to Editor of 'OpIndia’
Nupur Sharma, and its CEO, Rahul Roushan, from arrest
inthe FIR filed against them on the charges of “spreading
fake news” about targeted violence against Bihari migrant
labourers in Tamil Nadu.

Supreame Courtinits order said that no coercive action
for four weeks can be taken against the OpIndia Editor &
CEO, and asked them to approach Madras HC for quash-
ing of the FIR.

A bench of the Supreme Court, headed by the Chief
Justice of India (CJI) Dr Dhananjaya Yeshwant Chadrachud
passed the order on hearing the pleas filed by Nupur
Sharma & CEO Rahul Roushan, against any coercive action
against them for their act.

"Protection granted to the petitioners (both Nupurand
Rahul) for 4 weeks," the CJI led bench said in its order
today.

Nupur and Rahul had moved the Supreme Court against
arrest/coercive action by Tamil Nadu government for a
caseagainstthemoverreporton targeted violence against
migrants from Bihar.

The Apex Court, inits order, however, refused to quash
the FIR, and asked them to move the Madras High Court
for quashing of the FIR (First Information Report).

While granting interim protection to both the accused-
Nupur and Rahul- the CJI led bench said, since the peti-
tioners have effidacious alternate remedy under appropri-
ate law, thereby we direct no coercive steps be taken
against petitioners for four weeks.

Senior advocate, Mahesh Jethmalani, appearing for
accused duo, said that the editor and her husband are the
two petitioners. The editor has a six year old child.

To this, the CJI said, we cannot entertain the question
of quashing, but we will protect her.
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15,700 Deaths In Europe In 2022 Linked To
Heatwaves: UN’s Climate Change Report

B HT News Network

New Delhi: Record levels of
heat-trapping greenhouse gases
have led to increased incidences
ofdroughts, floods and heatwaves
onaglobalscale, the World Mete-
orological Organisation's (WMO)
annual report for 2022 said. At
least 15,700 deaths in Europe in
2022 were linked to heatwaves.

The WMO, an agency of the
United Nations, in its report said
real-time data from specificloca-
tions show thatlevels of the three
greenhouse gases - carbon diox-
ide, methane and nitrous oxide
- continued to increase in 2022.

Droughts, floodsand heatwaves
affected communities on every
continentincludingIndiaand cost
many billions of dollars, thereport
said. Antarctic sea ice fell to its
lowest extent on record and the
melting of some European glaciers
was, literally, offthe charts, it said.

Global mean temperatures for
the pasteightyears have beenthe
highestonrecord; in 2022, it was
1.15 degree Celsius above the
1850-1900 average.

"While greenhouse gas emis-
sions continue to rise and the
climate continues to change,
populations worldwide continue
tobe gravelyimpacted by extreme
weather and climate events,"

WMO Secretary-General Petteri
Taalas said in a statement today.

"For example, in 2022, con-
tinuous drought in East Africa,
record breaking rainfall in Paki-
stan and record-breaking heat-
wavesin Chinaand Europe affect-
ed tens of millions, drove food
insecurity, boosted mass migra-
tion,and costbillions of dollarsin
lossand damage," Mr Taalas said.

Toprow: Monthly globally aver-
aged mole fraction (measure of

atmospheric concentration), from
1984 to 2021, of (a) CO2 in parts
per million, (b) CH4 in parts per
billion and (c) N20 in parts per
billion. Bottom row: The growth
rates representing increases in
successive annual means of mole
fractions for (d) CO2 in parts per
million per year, () CH4 in parts
per billion peryearand (f)N20in
parts per billion per year. Click
here for high-resolution pic.

The report said the monsoon

onsetinIndia was earlier and the
withdrawal later than normal in
2022. The pre-monsoon period
wasalsoexceptionally hotinIndia
and neighbouring Pakistan.

Thextreme heatreduced grain
yields and led to a number of for-
est fires, particularly in the hill
state of Uttarakhand, the report
said.

"Heatwaves in the 2022 pre-
monsoon season in India and
Pakistan caused adeclinein crop

yields. This, combined with the
banning of wheat exports and
restrictions on rice exports in
India after the start of the conflict
in Ukraine, has threatened the
availability, access to and stabil-
ity of staple foods withininterna-
tional food markets and posed
high risks to countries already
affected by shortages of staple
foods," the WMO report said.

There was also significant
flooding in India at various stag-
es during the monsoon season,
particularly in the northeast in
June 2022, with over 700 deaths
reported during the season from
flooding and landslides, and a
further 900 from lightning,.

Near-surface temperature dif-
ferences between 2022 and the
1991-2020 average. The map
shows the median anomaly cal-
culated from six data sets. China
had the most extensive and long-
lasting heatwave since national
records began, extending from
mid-June to the end of August
2022,andresultingin the hottest
summer onrecord by amargin of
more than 0.5 degree Celsius. It
was also the second-driest sum-
mer on record, with most of the
southern halfof China-apartfrom
Guangdong province - having
seasonal rainfall 20 per cent to 50
per cent below average.

UK deputy PM Dominic Raab

Heavy gunfire in Sudan as Eid

resigns after bullying proben

B HT News Network

British deputy prime minister Dominic
Raab resigned from the government on
Friday following anindependent investiga-
tion into complaints that he bullied col-
leagues, the latest scandal to force out one
of Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s top min-
isters.

Theloss of the third senior minister over
their personal conductin thelast sixmonths
will damage Sunak’s efforts to revive the
governing Conservative Party’s fortunes
and is a major embarrassment as he had
entered Downing Streetin October prom-
ising a government of integrity.

Raab resigned in a letter to the prime
minister before the report was made pub-
lic, his departure a setback to Sunak just
two weeks ahead of English local council
elections where his Conservatives are
predicted to fare badly.

Sunak’s office declined immediate com-
ment.

“I called for the inquiry and undertook
toresign if it made any finding of bullying
whatsoever,” Raab’s letter said. “I believe
it is important to keep my word.”

As deputy prime minister, Raab had no
formal powers but stepped in for the prime
minister if he was away from parliament
or incapacitated. However he was a close
political ally of Sunak and helped launch
his campaign to be prime minister last
summer.

The resignation will also do little to
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improve the public perception of his gov-
ernment following the scandal-ridden
tenure of Boris Johnson and the chaotic
economic policies that brought down Liz
Truss after less than two months.

The months-long investigation into
Raab’s behaviour heard evidence from
multiple government officials about com-
plaints of bullying at three different depart-
ments.

Raab, who was also justice minister,
requested the investigation in November
following formal complaints about his
behaviour by government officials. He said
he felt “duty bound” to accept the outcome
oftheinquirybutalso staunchly defended
his conduct.

He said the report had concluded he had
not once sworn, shouted or physically
intimidated anyoneinfourand a halfyears,
and had dismissed all but two of the claims
against him.

ceasefire calls ignored

B HT News Network

Sudan’s warring forces battled on Friday
with heavy gunfire and explosions in the
capital Khartoum and elsewhere in the
country, as they ignored appeals by world
powers for an end-of-Ramazan ceasefire.

More than 300 people have been killed
and thousands wounded since the fighting
erupted Saturday between forces loyal to
Sudan’sarmy chief Abdel Fattah al-Burhan
and his deputy, Mohamed Hamdan Daglo,
the commander of the powerful para-
military Rapid Support Forces (RSF) who
is commonly known as Hemeti.

The Central Committee of Sudan Doctors
said thatovernight, as the Eidul Fitr celebra-
tions marking the end of Ramazan began,
“several areas of Khartoum were bombed”
andreported “shelling and clashes” for the
sixth straight night.

Screengrab showingan April 21 Facebook
post by the Central Committee of Sudan
Doctors. — Facebook/Sudandoctorscom-
mittee

Khartoum has seen some of the fiercest
fighting with air strikes and tanks firingin
densely packed districts, with most of its
five million people sheltering at home in
baking heat without electricity, food or
water. Communications are heavily dis-
rupted.

Both UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres and US State Secretary Antony
Blinken called separately for a ceasefire of
“atleast” three days to mark Eid, as explo-
sionsand gunfire resounded in Khartoum.

The RSF, a powerful force formed from
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members of the Janjaweed militia that led
years of extreme violence in the western
Darfur region, said they would commit to
a72-hour ceasefire starting at dawn (4am
GMT).

But, like two previously declared 24-hour
ceasefires, it failed to take hold.

The crackle of intense gunfire continued
Friday morning, with columns of black
smoke rising across the capital.

‘Nightmare scenario’

Dozens of Sudanese army supporters
protest against the United Arab Emirates’
influence in internal Sudanese politics in
PortSudan on April 20,2023. Arabicslogan
onthebanner overa crossed picture of the
Emirati ambassador in Sudan reads: “The
people of (Sudan’s) Red Sea state reject the
presence ofthe UAE ambassadorin eastern
Sudan.Notothe foreigninterferenceinthe
country’s affairs.” — AFP

OnThursday, dozens of Burhanloyalists
protested in Port Sudan against the pres-
ence of the ambassador of the United Arab
Emirates, which has been accused of links
to Daglo.

Ukraine War: Russian Fighter Jet
Accidentally Bombs Own City
4 . d

B HT News Network

ARussian fighter jet acci-
dentally bombed one of its
owncitiesnearthe Ukraine
border,accordingtoareport
in the BBC. The explosion
lefta20-metre craterinthe
city and even blew a car on
to the roof of a shop, the
outlet further said. Three
people were injured and

alarge crater in the middle
ofthe city,and that four cars
and four apartment build-
ings had been damaged by
theblast, the outlet further
said in the report.

Metro said that the blast
wascaused byamodernised
FAB-500M62, a Soviet-
designed 500-kilogram
general purpose air-
dropped bomb.

Post a comment

Russia releases
first feature film
shot in space

HT News Network

MOSCOW: The first feature film shot in space premiered
in Russian cinemas on Thursday, as Moscow delighted in
beatingarival Hollywood projectamid a confrontation with
the West over Ukraine.The Challenge is about a surgeon
dispatched to the International Space Station (ISS) to save an
injured cosmonaut.Russia sentanactress and a filmdirector
for a 12-day stint on the ISS in October 2021 to film scenes
aboard the orbiting laboratoryThe Russian crew beat a Hol-
lywood project announced in 2020 by “Mission Impossible”
star Tom Cruise together with Nasa and Elon Musk’s SpaceX.

several buildings damaged
due to the impact of the
blast.The region of Belgorod
hasbeenrepeatedly shelled
since Russian President
Vladimir Putin sent troops
to Ukraine in February
2022.

Videos posted on social
media show the moment
the ammunition hit the
ground. Heavy traffic
streamed along the road

®© 00 ©

when the bomb struck, cre-
ating a huge crater and lift-
ing a vehicle on to the roof
of a supermarket. In a brief
statement, the Russian
defence ministry admitted
thatone ofits Su-34 fighter
bombers had "accidentally
discharged aircraft ord-
nance" at 22:15 local time
onThursday, as perthe BBC.

Regional governor

Vyacheslav Gladkov said

two women were taken to
hospital for treatment.
"Thank God no one was
killed," he said on social
media.

Metro reported that the
governor also declared a
state of emergency follow-
ing the explosion.

Inamessage onTelegram,
he confirmed thatthere was

It has been designed to
be high precision, and has
been used to strike targets
in Ukraine. Videos posted
on social media show the
moment the ammunition
hit the ground. Heavy traf-
ficstreamed along theroad
when the bomb struck,
creating a huge crater and
lifting a vehicle on to the
roof of a supermarket. In a
brief statement.

AtaKremlin gala this month, Russian President Vladimir
Putin lauded the film.“We are the first to have shot a feature
film in orbit, aboard a spacecraft. Once again the first,” he
said.The Soviet Union pioneered space travel — sending the
first dog, man and woman into orbit — and the film crew’s
mission added to a long list of firsts for Russia’s space indus-
try after several setbacks, including botched launches.

In The Challenge, a surgeon played by 38-year-old Yulia
Peresild — one of Russia’s most glamorous actresses —is sent
to the ISS to save a cosmonaut injured during a spacewalk.

Director Klim Shipenko, 39, who was in charge of camera,
lighting and sound, brought back 30 hours of footage, 50
minutes of which were used in the final cut.

Canada To Send
Sniper Rifles, Radios
In New $28 Million
Ukraine Aid Package

B HT News Network

$39 million ($28.9 million) in new military

assistance for Ukraine that will include 40

sniper rifles, 16 radio sets and a donation to a NATO
fund to help Kyiv in its war against Russia.

Thelatest round of Canadianaid, whichalsoincludes
ammunition for therifles, was announced by Defence
Minister Anita Anand at the Ramstein Air Base in
Germany, where NATO defense officials are meeting
to discuss new military supplies for Ukraine.

The rifles and ammunition will be sourced from
Canada-based Prairie Gun Works, while the radios
will be from L3Harris Technologies, according to a
statement from the Canadian defense ministry.

The contribution to the NATO fund, of about C$34.6
million, will help to provide Ukraine with fuel supplies
and other assets.

"The donations and support announced by Canada
today will help ensure that Ukraine has what it needs
to defend its sovereignty, independence, and territo-
rial integrity,” Anand said.

Canadais among Kyiv's staunchest supporters and
has committed billions of dollarsinaid, including over
C$1 billion in military assistance, since the start of
Russia's invasion last year.

Indian-American Radha
lyengar Plumb Becomes
US's Deputy Under
Secretary of Defence

B HT News Network

Te Canadian government on Friday announced
C

lumb, a national security expert, as the Dep-

uty Under Secretary of Defence for Acquisition

and Sustainment, the latest Indian-American to be
named by the Biden administration for a key position.

President Joe Biden had nominated Radha Iyengar
Plumb, currently serving as Chief of Staff to the Dep-
uty Secretary of Defence, to this prestigious position
inJune 2022."By avote of 68-30, the Senate confirmed
RadhalyengarPlumbtobe the Deputy Under Secretary
of Defence," US Senate Periodical Press Gallery tweet-
ed on Tuesday.

Prior to her appointment as the Chief of Staff, she
was the Director of Research and Insights for Trust
and Safety at Google and had previously served as the
Global Head of Policy Analysis at Facebook.

Ms Plumb previously was a Senior Economist at the
RAND Corporation where she focused on improving
the measurement and evaluation of readiness and
security efforts across the Department of Defence.

She also held a number of senior staff positions on
national securityissues at the Department of Defense,
the Department of Energy, and the White House
National Security Council.

Rishi Sunak Extends Eid
Wishes To Muslims In UK,
Around The World

B HT News Network

The US Senate has confirmed Radha Iyengar
P

ings to the British Muslim community, reflect-
ing on their contributions to life in the UK.

In a message issued overnight on Thursday as Eid
al Fitr is marked around the world over the course of
this weekend, Sunak said he looked forward to wel-
coming representatives from the British Muslim
community to Downing Street to celebrate the festival.

“As Ramadan comes to an end, I would like to send
my warmest wishes to Muslims in the UK and around
the world as they mark Eid al Fitr,” said Sunak.

“Eid is a timely opportunity to acknowledge the
shared values which bind us together, particularly
your compassion and dedication to contribute to
charity and philanthropy. This was evident earlier this
year, through the community's outstanding response
to support the victims of the earthquake in Turkey
and Syria,” he said.

Singapore to execute
man over 1 kg of cannabis

P/ime Minister Rishi Sunak hasissued Eid greet-
i

B HT News Network

Singaporean manis scheduled to be hanged

next week for conspiring to smuggle a

kilogram of cannabis, rights groups said,

in the city-state’s first execution in six
months.

Singaporean Tangaraju Suppiah, 46, will be sent to
the gallows on Wednesday, according to a notice from
the prisons department received by his family and
posted on social media by rights activists.

Amnesty International condemned the decision on
Friday, calling it “extremely cruel”.

“If carried out, this execution would be in violation
of international law and in stubborn defiance of con-
tinued outcry over Singapore’s use of the death pen-
alty,” a spokesperson from Amnesty’s regional office
told AFP.In many parts of the world — including in
neighbouring Thailand — cannabis has been decrim-
inalised, with authorities abandoning prison sen-
tences, andrights groups have been mounting pressure
on Singapore to abolish capital punishment.
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Div Com Jammu reviews progress on Special Summary Revision in districts

HT News Network

JAMMU, APRIL21: Divisional Com-
missioner, Ramesh Kumar, chaired a
meeting with District Electoral Offi-
cers to review the progress on the
Special Summary Revision of Elec-
toral Rolls. Pertinently, the date for
filing claims and objections regarding
the Special Summary Revision of
PhotoElectoral Rollshasbeen extend-
ed to May 6, 2023.

The Divisional Commissioner
reviewed the progress achievedinthe
districtsand inquired about the num-
ber of applications received, as well
as the number of claims and objec-

tions. He instructed District Elec-
toral Officers to conduct revisions
accordingto guidelines and schedule,
and toexpedite the process forachiev-
ing targets. He also asked them to
ensure timely disposal of claims and
objections.

The Divisional Commissioner
directed District Electoral Officers to
complete the revision of the special
summary, including the addition of
new voters and deletion of duplicate
voters, within the extended date. He
alsoinstructed them to pass instruc-
tions to all officers and officials asso-
ciated with the Special Summary
Revision (SSR) towork with dedication
and zeal to complete the exercise in

a time-bound manner with 100 per-
cent enrolment of eligible voters.

District Electoral Offlcers were
instructed to ensure that the list of

Booth Level Officers (BLOs),along with
their contact numbers, is uploaded

on websites and pasted on notice
boards for public information. It was
reported that various mega camps
have been organised in districts for
young voters’ awareness. The Divi-
sional Commissioner stressed organ-
ising special camps and campaigns
in colleges and villages, as well as
door-to-door campaigns forachieving
targets.

The meeting was attended by Addi-
tional Commissioner Jammu, Deputy
DEOs of Jammu, Kathua and other
concerned officers while all other
District Election Officers participated
inthe meeting through video confer-
encing.

Bandipora Admin books 30 traders for
overchargmg, Rs 20K fine recovered

HT News Network

BANDIPORA, APRIL 21: The
District Administration Bandip-
ora on Friday booked atleast 30
traders for violating differentlegal
metrology rules including over
chargingandrealized afine of Rs
20,000 from the erring.

The action was taken by the
Legal Metrology Department
(LMD) after complaints were
received against the unscrupulous
traders who during the market
inspectiondrive on Friday across
thedistrict were found operating
in violation of the Legal Metrol-
ogy laws.

Officials further stated thaton
the directions of Deputy Com-

missioner Bandipora Dr Owais
Ahmed, Legal Metrology Depart-
ment (LMD)intensified its market
checking operations in order to
ensure thatbusinessesinthearea

comply with legal requirements
foraccurate rates of commodities
and weighing and measuring
instruments.

The fine was collected from

different traders which include
Bakery, Vegetable and Mutton
sellers.

The shopkeepers were warned
to refrain from any unfair trade
practices during the auspicious
occasion of Eid.

Moreover, the consumers were
advised tocheck the various man-
datory declarations on the prod-
ucts before purchasing them
including MRP and expiry date.
The District Administration Ban-
dipora on Friday booked atleast
30 traders for violating different
legal metrology rules including
over charging and realized a fine
of Rs 20,000 from the erring.

The action was taken by the
Legal Metrology Department
(LMD) after complaints were

received against the unscrupulous
traders who during the market
inspectiondrive onFriday across
the district were found operating
in violation of the Legal Metrol-
ogy laws.

Officials further stated thaton
the directions of Deputy Com-
missioner Bandipora Dr Owais
Ahmed, Legal Metrology Depart-
ment (LMD)intensified its market
checking operations in order to
ensure thatbusinessesinthearea
comply with legal requirements
foraccurate rates of commodities
and weighing and measuring
instruments.

The fine was collected from
different traders which include
Bakery, Vegetable and Mutton
sellers.

NC pays glowing tributes
to Bodhraj Bali on his 20th
death anniversary

Farooq Rather

JAMMU APRIL 21ST: Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference on Friday paid glowing tributes to former
minister and senior party leader Mr Bodh Raj Bali on
his 20th death anniversary, describing him as a leader
par excellence who devoted all his life in service of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir.Leading the party cadre
in paying floral tributes to Mr Bali, at a function held at
Sher-e- Kashmir Bhavan here this morning, Provincial
President Jammu Mr Rattan Lal Gupta highlighted the
immense contribution of the veteran leader in the
development and progress of Jammu and Kashmir.
Paying tributes to Mr Bali, Provincial President Jammu
Province Mr Rattan Lal Gupta said that the departed
leader worked with a sense of commitment.Mr Gupta
said that Mr Bali worked tirelessly for the upliftment
of poor and down-trodden in different capacities. His
contribution in strengthening National Conference at
the gross root level in the Jammu Province remains a
high point of his political career, he said, adding that
the veteran leader made a distinct mark by serving.

CBI Asks Ex-J&K Governor Satya Pal Malik To
Answer Queries Related To Insurance ‘Scam’

HT News Network

NEW DELHI, Apr 21: The Central
Bureau of Investigation has issued
notice to former Jammuand Kashmir
governor Satya Pal Malik to answer
some queries related to insurance
scam, said officials.

Reacting to the CBI move, Malik
said that the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) has asked for his pres-
ence atthe agency’s Akbar Road guest-
house here for “certainclarifications”.

“They want certain clarifications
for which they want my presence. |
am going to Rajasthan solhave given
them dates from April 27 to 29 when
[ am available,” Malik said.

The CBI had examined himin con-
nection with the alleged scam last
year.

Last April, the probe agency had
registered two FIRs in connection
with corruption allegations levelled
by former Jammu and Kashmir Gov-
ernor Satya PalMalikin the awarding
of contracts for group medical insur-
ance scheme for government employ-
ees and work related to Kiru hydro-
electric power projectin the erstwhile
state.

The central agency had named Reli-
ance General Insurance and Trinity
Re-Insurance Brokers Limited as

accused inits FIR related to a contro-
versial health insurance scheme for
Jammu and Kashmir government
employees cleared by Malik in the
state administrative council meeting
on August 31, 2018.

Itwasalleged that there were glar-
ing deviations from the government
norms in the contract awarded to
Reliance General Insurance like
absence of an online tender, removal
of an original condition that the ven-
dor should have experience of work-
inginthe stateand companies having
turnover of Rs 5,000 crore among
others.

After allegations of irregularities
surfaced, the scheme, which was sup-
posed tocome into operationin Octo-
ber 1, 2018, was scrapped, they said.

In the scheme which was initially

signed up with RGIC for one year, the
employees and pensioners would have
gotRs6lakh cover for themselves and
five dependent family members by
payinganannual premiumofRs 8,777
and Rs 22,229 for employees and
pensioners, respectively.

In a sensational claim, Malik, who
was the Governor of Jammuand Kash-
mir between August 23, 2018 and
October 30,2019 had claimed that he
was offered a Rs 300 crore bribe for
clearing two files.

After going to Kashmir, two files
cameto me (for clearance), one belong-
ingto Ambaniand anothertoanRSS-
affiliated man who was a minister in
the previous Mehbooba Mufti-led
PDP-BJP coalition government and
claimed to be very close to the prime
minister, he had said. (Agencies)

Nearly 85000 hectares of area treated agamst 6581 ha forest land diversion

been treated by planting
557.97 lakh saplings by
CAMPA, which has the pri-

HT News Network

for eco-restoration of the
area,angleiron mesh-wise
fencing, stabilization of

JAMMU, Apr 21: Nearly
85000 hectares (ha) area
has been treated by the
Compensatory Afforesta-
tion Fund Managementand
Planning Authority (CAM-
PA)acrossJammuand Kash-
mirasagainst6581 hectares
of forest land diverted for
various types of develop-
mental activities. Moreover,
vulnerable forest areas in
and around Jammu city
havebeensecured fromthe
encroachers by installing
chain link fencing.

As per the official data
available with EXCELSIOR
during the past over one
decade a total of 6581.65
hectares of forest land was
diverted for non-forestry
purposesacross Jammuand
Kashmir and against this
84439 hectares of area has

®© 00 ©

mary taskofensuring com-
pensatory afforestation.

The situation has
improved significantly dur-
ing the past four-five years
asonone side the diversion
of forest land for non-for-
estry purposes has wit-
nessed decline and on the
otherside treatmentof area
by CAMPA has increased
enormously.

In2019-20 and 2020-21,
794 hectares and 884.13
hectares of forest land was
diverted for developmental
activities but the diversion
declined t0298.97 hectares
in2021-22 and 216.98 hect-
ares in 2022-23. However,
treatment of area has wit-
nessed sharp rise and this
isevident fromthe fact that
compensatory afforestation
was done on 6636 hectares

ot >, =

of area in 2019-20 and in
2022-23 the same was on
10445 hectares of area. In
2022-23, record 61.77 lakh
saplings were planted
under the close monitoring
of CAMPA and the survival
rate of the plants is up to
the expectations ofthe con-
cerned authorities.
During the just conclud-
edfinancial year (2022-23)
10445 hectares ofareawas
treated under CAMPA while

s _-.Jsﬁ

as 44.06 lakh Rft fencing
was done and demarcation
offorestwasdone byinstall-
ing 14071 boundary pillars.

Moreover, for securing
vulnerable forest areas in
and around Jammu city,
fencing work was carried
out under CAMPA at Bath-
indi, Dungian, near Batra
Hospital, Kheri and Roop
Nagar. “Atotal of 28,800 Rft
chainlinkfencing hasbeen
constructed covering 1000

hectaresofforestareaatthe
cost of Rs 3.5 crore to pre-
vent encroachments”, offi-
cial sources said.
Disclosing that due to
heavy grazing and other
anthropogenic factors the
forest areas around Patni-
top-Nathatop tourist circuit
falling mainly in Batote For-
est Division and partly in
Udhampur Forest Division
have degraded over a peri-
od of time, sources said that

landslides and slips through
engineeringand biotic mea-
sures, natural and artificial
regeneration of forests by
planting of conifer and
broadleaved species and
repair/renovation of migra-
toryroutes of nomads have
beenundertakenatthe cost
of Rs 2.20 crore.

“Toprotect the forestland
around Dera-Ki-Gali from
encroachers, mesh-wire
fencing of 30280 Rft cover-
ingtheareaof 120 hectares
has been constructed”,
sources said. Further, city
forests have been created
at different places like Jan-
gi Morh near Batote, Sung-
li Puneja near Bhaderwah
and in Reasi. These city
forests will become major
publicattractiononce these
are opened.

Police organises Iftar Party
in Awantipora

HT News Network

Awantipora. April 21: Inorder to bridge the gapbetween
Police and public, Police in Awantipora organised an
iftar party at Marriage Hall Awantipora.

The Iftar Party was attended by officers from Army,
CAPF, civil administration, religious preachers and
political representatives.

Duringtheiftar party,aninteraction was held between
the invitees with a view to send the message of com-
munal harmony, brotherhood, peace & tranquillity in
the area.

Sheeban Ashai greets
people on the auspicious
occasion of Eid- Ul- Fitr.

HT News Network

Srinagar, 21st April: Jammu Kashmir People's Party
Supremo Sheeban Ashai today extended Eid Ul Fitr
greetings to entire Muslim Ummah and world at large.
Ashaiinastatementsaid, "May this auspicious occasion
prove as a harbinger of peace and prosperity in entire
subcontinent; ease sufferings of nations tormented by
wars and conflicts, particularly in the Muslim world.
Felicitating people over Eid celebrations and conclusion
of holy month of Ramadan, he stated that Eid Ul Fitr is
areward from Almighty for supplications and prayers
offered inthe sacred month. Ashai prayed thatall earnest
obsecrations; prayers for forgiveness, repentance of
Muslim Ummah be accepted by Almighty and may Allah
SWT ease sufferings of the Muslim world. He urged
privileged classes in society to help those who do not
have any resources to celebrate, we mustinclude under-
privileged in our happiness. Thereis no superioract than
sharing our resources with people who need them the
most. Ashai wished that candles of piety; faith remain
lit forever & foster bonds of unity, amity and brotherhood
amongst people inJ&K and everywhere else in the world.
JK People's Party Chief asked society at large to most
particularly remember those and their families who
have been made to languish unjustly injails across India;
impressed upon Government to immediately release
religious clerics Maulana Mushtaq Veeri, Maulana
Dawoodi, Maulana Almadni and most particularly
Mirwaiz-E-Kashmir Moulvi Mohammad Omer Farooq.
Teachings of Islam, observance of holy month of Rama-
danedify Muslims compassion, love and respect for each
other.Islamic pedagogy, way of life leads people towards
path of righteousness and piety". Entire Party top brass
extended it's warm wishes to Muslim Ummah on the
occasion of Eid Ul Fitr and prayed that this Eid bring
smiles on the faces of every section of society across
Jammu & Kashmir.

Tahira Tabassum greets
people of the nation on
Eid-ul-Fitr

HT News Network

SURANKOTE: Social Worker &
SarpanchBuffliazBTahiraTabas- |
sum has extended her heartiest
greetings to the people of the
nation on the auspicious occa- |
sions of Eid ul Fitr.In her message *~
of felicitations, observed that
these auspicious occasions pro- ]
vide an opportunity to pray and l ?’"?
seekblessings from thealmighty. " . o

May the festivity of the holy '

Eid ul Fitr strengthen the bond of brotherhood amongst
all the sections of society and bring sustained peace,
progress, and prosperity in J&K.

On jummah tul vida
Officials conduct tour of
different areas in kulgam

Farooq Rather

Kulgam, 21-Apr: On the directions of DC kulgam Dr.
Bilal Mohiuddin bhat(IAS), officials including ADDC
Showkat Ahmad Rather,ACD Mohammad imran Khan
,Tehsildar Head quarter AliMohammad conducted tour
of different areas in district kulgam on the occasion of
Jummah tulvida. The officials took the stock of arrange-
ments for the devotees. During the tour, the officials also
interacted with the devotees and enquired about the
facilities being provided by the administration.

00 ¢

CMK



@GMK

Srinagar, Saturday

TODAY

Voice To The Voiceless

22-April-2023

HT - HEALTH

“ @headlinestoday

) @HEADLINESTODAL7

@ @headlinestodaydaily

®
B @headlinestodaynews ‘ 1 1

Gray Hairand Aging: Could

‘Stuck’ Stem CellsBetoBlame?

our hair has stem cells near the
roots, and they are important in
making your hair brown, black,
oranothernatural color.Butthese
cells need to move to a different part of the
follicle and change to produce hair color.
When these special stem cells get “stuck”
and can no longer do their job, gray hair
comes out instead, new research reveals.

Called melanocyte stem cells (McSCs),
these cells need to mature into melanocytes,
or pigment cells. They can last for years but
die sooner than other cells nearby, such as
hair follicle stem cells. This difference can
explain why people go gray but still grow
hair.

Anew findingis that these cells canmove
within the hair follicle without losing their
“stemness.” Similar to recycling, they start
as “undifferentiated” stem cells, move and
mature to performtheir hair coloring duties,
and then change back to more primitive
stem cells.

The traditional belief was stem cells stay
primitive, mature when needed, and then
die off. Now it’s believed to be more of a
cycle.

“It was thought that melanocyte stem
cells are maintained in an undifferentiated
state, instead of repeating differentiation
and de-differentiation,” said senior inves-
tigator Mayumi Ito, PhD, a professor in the
Ronald O. Perelman Department of Derma-
tology and the Department of Cell Biology
at NYU Langone Health in New York City.

How to Style Thinning Hair

Four easy steps to styling thinning hair

The process involves different compart-
ments in the hair follicle - the germ area is
where the stem cellsregenerate, the follicle
bulge is where they get stuck. A different
environmentin eachlocation dictates how

they change. This “chameleon-like” prop-
erty surprised researchers.

Now that investigators have figured out
how gray hair might get started, a next step
will be to search for a way to stop it.

“Our study suggests that moving mela-
nocytestoaproperlocation within the hair
follicle may help prevent gray hair,” Ito said.

Theresearchhasbeen performedinmice
to date, as reported online April 19 in the
journal Nature. But the findings could trans-
late to humans.

“Because the structure of the hair follicle
is similar between mice and humans, we
speculate that human melanocytes may
also demonstrate the plasticity [or ability
to change] during hair regeneration,” Ito
said.

A Melanoma Clue?

The study also could have implications
formelanoma. Melanomas are cancers that
develop from the same pigment cells, mela-
nocytes. Unlike other tumors, they can

self-renew. This “plasticity,” or ability to
change easily, makes melanomas difficult
to eliminate and the most serious form of
skin cancer.

“Our study suggests normal melanocytes
are very plastic and can reverse a differen-
tiation state. Melanoma cells are known to
be very plastic,” Ito said. “We consider this
feature of melanoma may be related the
high plasticity of original melanocytes.”

The finding that melanocyte stem cells
“are more plastic than maybe previously
givencreditfor... certainly hasimplications
inmelanoma,” said Melissa Harris, PhD, an
associate professor in the Department of
Biology at the University of Alabama in
Birmingham.

Hair-Raising Detail

Hair follicles are tiny, so it took advanced
technology to do the research. Ito and col-
leagues used 3D intravital imaging and
single-cell RNA sequencing, for example.

This level of precision allows them to

track the stem cells in almost real time as
they age and move within each hair follicle.

The Basics: Men’s Hair Loss

Ithappenseventually for most guys. What
can you do about it?

“This paper uses a nice mix of classicand
modern techniques to help answer a ques-
tion that many in the field of pigmentation
biology have suspected for along time. Not
alldormant melanocyte stem cells are cre-
ated equal,” Harris said. (She was senior
author of aJanuary 2021 study that proposed
acombination treatment toreverse theloss
of stem cells and the graying of hair.)

Unanswered Questions

“The one question not answered in this
paper is how to reverse the dysfunction of
the melanocyte stem cell ‘stuck’ in the hair
bulge,” Harris said. “There are numerous
clinical case studies in humans showing
medicine-induced hair re-pigmentation,
and perhaps these cases are examples of
dysfunctional melanocyte stem cells becom-
ing ‘unstuck.”

“The standout concept in this paper is
that the melanocyte stem cells are ‘strand-
ed, and are not getting the right signal to
amplify and appropriately migrate in order
to provide pigment to the hair shaft,” said
Paradi Mirmirani, MD, adermatologist who
specializes in caring for people with hair
disorders and faculty member of the Amer-
ican Academy of Dermatology.

It could be challenging to provide stem
cells with the right signals to keep them
mobile and maturing, “but the first step is
always to understand the underlying basic
mechanism,” said Mirmirani, who prac-
ticesin Vallejo, CA. “It would be interesting
toseeifotherfactors suchas smoking, stress,
and others influence the melanocyte stem
cells in the same way.”

Frozen Strawberries Recalled Due to

nationwide recall of

organic frozen straw-

berry products is

nderway. The FDA is

advising people who ate the prod-

ucts to get vaccinated against

hepatitis A to prevent liver infec-

tion and symptoms like nausea
and jaundice.

Therecalled products were sold
atmajor retailers including Trad-
er Joe’s, Costco, and ALDI, plus
other regional retailers and sup-
pliers.

Five cases of hepatitis A in
Washington state are linked to
eating frozen strawberries, the
FDA has warned. Two of the peo-
ple were hospitalized. The ill-
nesses started between Nov. 24,
2022,andDec.27,2022,according
to the CDC. The five people who
were sickened allreported eating
frozen strawberries and ranged
in age from 38 to 61 years old.

“Traceback and epidemiological
investigations show that people

Hepatitis A Outbreak

with outbreak-associated cases
in Washington purchased the
sameretail brand of frozen organ-
icstrawberries prior tobecoming
ill,” the CDC investigation report
stated.

The two strawberry suppliers
whose productsare beingrecalled
are California Splendor and Scenic
Fruit, which sold products under
a variety of brand names. Brand
labels included in the recall are
Kirkland Signature, Simply Nature,
Vital Choice, Made With, PCC
Community Markets, and Trader
Joe’s Tropical Fruit Blend.

Recalled products canbeiden-
tified by their “best by” dates,
which range from April 25,2024,
to November 20, 2024, or by lot
codes printed on the package. A
fullrecalllistislocated onthe FDA
website.

All the strawberries in the
recalled products were sourced
from Baja California, Mexico. Last
year,Baja California-grown straw-
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berries were also linked to a
hepatitis A outbreak that is the
identical strain of the virus found
in this latest outbreak.

People who have eatenrecalled
products within the last 14 days
should contact their local health
department or health care pro-

vider to discuss getting a vaccine
orantibody treatment to prevent
illness, the CDCadvises. Hepatitis
Asymptoms cantake 2 to7 weeks
toappearand canlastafewweeks
to several months, although not
everyone will have symptoms.In
addition tonauseaand yellowing

ofthe skin, people may experience
decreased appetite, upset stom-
ach, vomiting, fever, darkened
urine or lightened stools, joint
pain, diarrhea, or fatigue.

In a statement, Trader Joe’s
explained to customers that its
Tropical Fruit Blend product “may
have the potential to be contam-
inated with Hepatitis A,” but said
no illnesses have been reported.

A letter addressed to Costco
members read, “Although Hepa-
titis A has not been detected in
this product, out ofanabundance
of caution, consumers should stop
consuming the food and returnit
to their local Costco for a full
refund.”

Inastatement, ALDI explained
it had pulled affected products
from its shelves and offered
refunds, adding that “according
tothelatestinformation we have,
there are no reported illnesses
related to the recalled product.”

NEWS
Is adding baking soda
to your dosa batter
harmful for health?
What experts say

By Parmita Uniyal

Do you frequently add baking soda or Eno to
your cake, idli or dosa batters? Excess use can
be damaging to your health. Experts explain.

Baking soda is often used as a leavening agent in
baking goods such as cakes, muffins, breads and
cookies and also in making dosa, idli, dhokla for
speeding up fermentation and raising batters. Alter-
natively, Eno, an over-the-counter antacid brand is
also used for the same purpose. Considering both
baking soda and Eno work very quickly in raising
batters, they are frequently used by chefs and home
cooks for food preparations. But is it healthy to use
them frequently in your recipes? Nutritionist Juhi
Kapoor in her recent Instagram post warned about
the excess use of baking soda or Eno in food batters
as its prolonged and excessive usage can be detri-
mental to health. (Also read: Food blogger's Korean
dosa with noodles and cheese has appalled the
internet)

Nutritionist Juhi Kapoor in her recent Instagram
post warned about the excess use of baking soda or
Eno in food batters as its prolonged and excessive
usage can be detrimental to health.(Pinterest)

Nutritionist Juhi Kapoor in her recent Instagram
post warned about the excess use of baking soda or
Eno in food batters as its prolonged and excessive
usage can be detrimental to health.(Pinterest)

"Soda bicarb is alkaline in nature and alters the
alkalinity of blood (increases Blood PH). The blood
ph is controlled in a very tight range in the body
through bodily processes. But with any change in
this ph - body may suffer severe illnesses. Increase
inalkalinity canresultin metabolic alkalosis - which
may impactkidney function and resultin fluid reten-
tionin the body. In the long run, this can cause renal
failure and other chronic diseases. Further, sodium
bicarbonate canimpact body metabolism and mus-
cle physiology," says Kapoor in her post.

"If we talk of soda it's called sodium bicarbonate.
So, occasionally one can have thisin a small amount
taking half a teaspoon. But too much on a daily basis
isharmful because as per WHO the sodium consump-
tion is restricted. Same goes for Eno, it is a fruit salt
with 60% sodium. So, Eno is better than soda if we
add it to cheela, idli or cake rather than adding pure
soda. But Eno should also be taken occasionally and
not on a daily basis because that can increase blood
pressure, people use it as antacid so, a small amount
occasionally say not more than 5gm to be taken ata
time which canbe added in cheelaand others s fine
but not on regular basis," says Jyoti Khaniojh, Nutri-
tion and Dietetics, Max Hospital Patpargan;.

Sonia Bakshi, Nutritionist and Founder DtF dis-
cusses the side effects of excessive use of baking soda
or Eno in food.

1.The most common side effect of consuming Eno
regularlyis high blood pressure or hypertension. Eno
contains sodiumbicarbonate that canincrease blood
pressure.

2. Allantacids weaken theimmune function. They
increase the risk of bacterial infections and allergic
reactions.

3.Insome cases, consumption of regular antacids
like Eno canalso cause renal failure and other chron-
ic diseases.

INOCA stands for myo-

cardialinfarction with

non-obstructive coro-

nary arteries. As its
name suggests, it's a type of heart
attackwithoutany blockages (obstruc-
tions) in the main coronary arteries.
A related condition, called INOCA
(ischemia with non-obstructed coro-
nary arteries), has many of the same
symptoms but without the actual
heart attack.

When diagnosing a heart attack,
doctors typically look for blockages
in the main coronary arteries. If any
are found, they use various methods
(such as bypass surgery, angioplasty,
or stents) to restore blood flow. Then
they prescribe medication, dietary
changes, exercise, and other lifestyle
changes to prevent more arterial
plaque and clots from forming.

Conrad, who lives in Yucaipa, CA,
already had a healthy lifestyle. She
was a vegetarian with normal blood
pressure and cholesterol,and no fam-
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ily history of heart disease. In fact,
she'd finished a 5K the weekend before
her symptoms started.

The morning after, her primary care
doctor told her she'd probably had a
heartattack and should get to the ER.
Ablood test showing elevated levels
of a protein called troponin later con-
firmed that. She was admitted to the
hospital and given an angiogram
(imaging of the inside of blood vessels
— in this case, in the heart).

There was no sign of plaque in her
main coronary arteries.

"I'll never forget it," she says. "One
of the techs in the room said, 'Your
arteriesare perfectly clear. You should
celebrate with some McDonald's
french fries."

Conrad says that before she was
discharged, she wasn't given any
explanation for her heart attack, no
prescription for medication, noteven
a referral to a cardiologist. "My hus-
band and I were driving home, and
we were like, 'OK, what now?""

MINOCA may account forup to25%
to 30% of all heart attacks in women
(and less than 10% in men), according
to C. Noel Bairey Merz, MD, director
ofthe Barbra Streisand Women's Heart
Center at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
in Los Angeles. The symptoms of

MINOCA are the same as those of a
classic heart attack that happens in
someone with coronaryartery disease.
But because no blockages are found
inthe maincoronaryarteries, patients
oftenleave the hospital unsure about
what caused their MINOCA heart

attack and how to prevent another
one.

During the next 3 years, Conrad
estimates she had 20 more episodes.
None were as severe as the first one
and, as far as she knows, none were
heartattacks. Shevisited the ER three
more times, but after being sent home
as before, she stopped going.

Conrad consulted a cardiologist,
who suspected spasmsinthe coronary
artery wall and prescribed nitroglyc-
erin for her chest pain (angina). She
eventually quit her job as alocal gov-
ernment finance director because she
worried the stress might be contribut-
ingto her condition. "Ithought, 'Well,
thisissomethingI'mjust goingtohave
to live with," she says.

Searching for a Cause

Aswith Conrad, MINOCA or INOCA
can seriously affect a person's life.

Consider the findings of a survey
published in January 2023, based on
297 peopleinaninternational INOCA
patient support group:

34% had lived with symptoms of
chest pain, pressure, or discomfort for
more than 3 yearsbefore theirINOCA
diagnosis.

78%were wrongly told at some point
that their symptoms weren't related
to their heart.

75%cut theirwork hours or stopped
working altogether due to their condi-
tion.

About 70% said their mental health
and life outlook had declined.

More than half (54%) said their
symptoms negatively affected their
relationship with their partner or
spouse.

Cardiologist Harmony Reynolds,
MD, of NYU Langone Health and col-
leagues recently studied the blood
vessels of 301 women who had had
heartattacks.Intheir study, published
in2021, they took adifferentapproach.
Instead of using the typicalangiogram
to look for arterial plaque, they used
various forms ofimaging with higher
resolutions.
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The Prophet (SA) said:

Whoever builds a Masjid for the sake of Allah Almighty, like a
sparrow’s nest or even smaller, Allah Almighty will build for him a
house in Paradise. [Ibne Mahah]

“Whoever builds a mosque, desiring thereby Allah’s pleasure,
Allah builds for him the like of it in paradise.” [Bukhari]
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MARKAZI JAMIA MASJID TILAGAM (Pattan)

Masjid is under construction and needs
huge finances for its completion. For the last
two years no work could be undertaken be- =
cause of financial constraints. Those who want g s
to earn the pleasure of Allah & His Prophet(SA)
are requested to donate generously.

Please transfer money on the following Account of Masjid &
earn a place in Jannat ul Firdous:

J&K Bank
Branch Hyderbeigh
Account Number: 0527010100000951
IFSC Code: JAKAOHBEIGH
Info at: 8899969463
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Eld MUbarak Fifty years ago Th‘e'.0 Hj mﬁg !H\d the oldest charitable
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Jammu and Kashmir Yateem Trust organization of J & K, JKYT was

May the bles sings Qf Allah was born of a dream fo help orphans| |established by Late A. K Tak Zainagiri,

and destitute. a renowned Philanthropist.

showers with Peace and Prosperity
on you and your family

Today, 5 decades later, It runs 12 Orphanages, 15 Craft
cum Computer centres apart from providing monthly

rations to scores of destitute families at 80 branches,
schooling assistance, wedding kits, medical help,
income generation units, and many other programmes.

Pertinently, J&K Yateem Trust does not get any Govt. or Foreign aid.
It is only our esteemed donors who pay their Zakat and Donations

L a p t o p c a r e H o “ s e to us with which this humanitarian aid is provided to deserving people.
Wholesale Dealer Of New And Pre Used Laptops HEI'P us To HEI'P THEM!

AT A G N T S g | (1058 A/C No. of J&K Yateem Trust

7006618090 REPAIRING OF: ALL TYPES OF LAPTOPS & DESKTOPS 0002040100004258

EMAIL

J&K BANK B/U: Amira Kadal Srinagar
e-Banking transfer, M-Pay through Smartphone. ’

srpixels2021@gmail.com

ADDRESS

Room No 12,
Huda Ash Abi Guzar
Central Market
Lalchowk
Srinagar

FREE CRITICAL CARE

AMBULANCE SERVICE-24X7
SRINAGAR I BARAMULLA f :. } SHARE A TOUCH OF LOVE THIS RAMADAN

I UPWARA DONATE | GIVE ZAKAT | GIVE HOPE
ANANTNAG | K

Visit our Central office 24x7 ¥

Baran pathar Haft chinar Opp. Igbal Park Sgr. g
0194-2310559, 7006034564, 9419070958

Divisional Office
Maisuma near fire service station Srinagar
0194-2475114,9419009219,9419488948

2 Donations made in favour of the Trust earn Income Tax Exemption.

C?—:‘j www jkyateemtrust.org jkyateemtrust@gmail.com

Genuineads/9419031137

DawaT-E-NIKAH

WE AREACCERTING Find Your Perfect Life Partner With Us
Call: 9484-100-200, 0194-231-0018 _— = -
ARRIED PEOPLE OR PARENTS, |
CAN CONTACT US FOR
Call or Whatsapp We
Will Visit Your Home

a
e EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVCE %

/Donate Your Zakat & Suduquh
AMBULAN‘CE ssnvnce + ) |Il Below A/c o

For Acute Medical and Surgica IE’W!‘“‘V

Call: 9484-100-200, 0194-231-0018 * - :. ; CD'039201 01 00001433

J&K Bank, Solina, Srinagar, Kashmir
IFSC Code: JAKAOSOLINA

Special Coverage Area
SRINAGAR

With Your Support We Can Save Lives & Empower
The Community

':?i'fi ~ 5
| | ; CALL 7006517694
ISSUED IN LARGER P : WHATSAPP YOUR DETAILS WE WILL VISIT YOUR HOME
PUBLCINTERESTIE N e (il S
DAILY (+01) 871-703-3309 | (0194) 231-2056

H EADLI N ES To DAY Baran Pather, Haft Chinar, Opp. Igbal Park, Srinagar-190009 J&K

Coverage Area: Srinagar, Budgam, Baramulla,
Ganderbal & Anantnag
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Rni Registration No: JKENG/2011/39231, Title Code: JKENG00842, Chief Patron: Syed Sad Ud Din Bukhari (Saidi), Owner, Printer Publisher & Editor: Syed Jahangir Bukhari, Published From:
Lubaab Publications Building Radio Colony Gund Hassibhat Lawaipora Srinagar - 190017, Printed At: Lubaab Publications, (Offset Printing Press), Radio Colony Gund Hassibhat Lawaipora Srinagar J&K
190017, Contact Us: Advertisement Section: Dailyheadlinestoday@gmail.com, Advt. Section: 7006846797,9999038812, Editorial Section: 9419008414, 9596084712, Email: Dailyheadlinestoday@gmail.com,
Website & Email: http://Dailyheadlinestoday.com Dailyheadlinestoday@gmail.com, Jahangirbukhari@gmail.com, Printing Press Section: Sheikh Mushtaq: 9697071471

« 00 © o0 ¢ &
CMK



